
LABOR’S ANSW ER TO  CONSCRIPTION —  A  New Pamphlet
By FE L IX  MORROW

(The following chapter is taken from a pamphlet which 
w ill be published this week, for mass distribution, to be sold 
at 2 cents a copy.)

W hy The G overnm ent Wants C onscrip tion
The light-minded way in which the AFL and CIO offi­

cialdom have agreed to support the conscription measure as 
soon as enlistments don’t work shows that the trade union 
movement has failed to understand the fundamental meaning 
of the Burke-Wadsworth conscription bill. I f  the workers did 
understand, they would never permit their leaders under any 
circumstances to support conscription.

Why is the conscription b ill introduced at this time, and 
with the backing of the government, the dominant sections 
of the two capitalist parties, and of the capitalist class gene­
rally? Neither Lewis nor Green attempt to answer this fun­
damental question.

About three years ago, the present chairman of the Sen­
ate M ilita ry  Affairs Committee, then ambitiously aspiring to 
reach the post he now occupies, got a b rillian t idea. Thought 
Senator Sheppard: why not enact into law some of the provi­
sions of the M-Day plans? Forthwith, together w ith his friend 
Congressman May, he drew up and introduced the notorious 
Sheppard-May Bill.

Senator Sheppard "represents”  Texas, thanks to the help 
o f a poll tax law and a Jim Crow system whereby the black 
and many white workers and farmers have no vote. I Ie is 
therefore not very sensitive to the problem of hot offending 
the masses. But other Senators have that problem. F inally an 
informal committee took Sheppard aside and told him the 
facts of life. Me and May were arousing opposition to the 
M-Day plans by their crude insistence on enacting them into 
law at that time. Why do that when laws like that are not 
yet needed? Sheppard and May saw the light. They retired 
their b ill into the background.

The moral of this story is that the hard-headed and cold­
blooded leaders of the Republican and Democratic parties 
who have now united in advocating immediate execution of 
the main M-Day plan, conscription, know just what they are 
doing. They have thought this thing through w ith about as 
much emotion as an adding machine. They need conscription 
now and they therefore demand a law far more frigh tfu l than 
that which they correctly called Sheppard and May fools for 
trying to get in 1937. Because then they didn’t need it and 
now they do.

When a demagogue like Senator Wheeler calls the con­
scription proposal a product of “ war hysteria” , he is lying, 
and he knows he is lying. He knows the gentlemen who have 
commanded the passage of conscription, and he knows they 
are not hysterical; they are too calculating a crew for that. 
When a hypocrite like Senator Vandenberg says that con­
scription is "unnecessary” , he is only throwing sand in the 
eyes of the masses. Unnecessary for the workers and farmers 
who would be the victims of conscription? Of course! But a 
desperate necessity for American capitalism and its political 
agents.

W hy We Oppose The B i l l
Conscription, like the gigantic arms program already 

voted, is called for at this time by the capitalist class because 
it  is preparing for m ilita ry  aggression in the near future on 
a world scale.

The question whether German imperialism, having con­
quered Europe, can or cannot “ attack”  the United States has 
nothing to do with the real issue. The very existence o f one 
great imperialist power in the modern world is an "attack”  on 
the others. The United States, as an imperialist power having 
its foundations throughout the world, is "attacked”  anywhere 
a rival power attempts to seize a market, a piece of territory, 
or a sphere of influence. The very existence of two imperialist 
powers in this capitalist world means that they "attack”  each 
other and hence must settle the issue from time to time by 
war. That is why war is inevitable under the capitalist system.

The conscription measure is, therefore, a result of the 
very nature of American imperialism. John L. Lewis puts the 
cart before the horse when he says (in his speech at the Auto 
Union convention) that “ by that act (conscription) our Con­
gress is planting the seeds of destruction of democracy and is 
paving the way for the rise of a new imperialistic nation w ith­
in the confines of the U. S. A.”  No, Brother Lewis, the seeds 
of destruction are already planted, they were planted before 
the last Worldi War, when the United States was already an 
imperialistic nation. Because they are imperialists by their 
very being, the American imperialists want conscription.

Precisely for that reason the workers must fight against 
conscription by the capitalists not only when it is “ unneces­
sary”  but also when it is “ necessary.”  Because it is never ne­
cessary for the workers. Any  war undertaken by the capital­
ist government of the United States w ill be an imperialist 
war, undeserving of the support of the working class.

Because they fail to answer as we do the question why 
the capitalist class now seeks conscription, the CIO and AFL 
fa il to put up a consistent, fundamental fight against the con­
scription bill.

To our analysis, Lewis might retort; “ You are a Marxist, 
a revolutionary socialist, interested in overthrowing capital­
ism. I am not. Therefore we cannot agree on one approach 
to conscription.”

Very well, then, let us examine the conscription measure 
from a “ Simon pure” trade union point of view. Even from 
that limited outlook Lewis and Green fa il to criticise the 
Burke-Wadsworth bill deeply enough.

W hy Union ists Should Oppose The B ill
Perhaps the most glaring example of the superficiality of 

A F L  and CIO criticism of the bill is their complete failure 
to explain to their members the meaning of that provision in 
the b ill which empowers the president to exempt from imme­
diate service those men whose work in industry “ is found”  to 
jus tify  exemption. These exemptions are to be determined 
“ under such regulations as he may prescribe.”

Green and Lewis know exactly what that means. For the 
regulations in question are not a matter for future elabora­
tion by Roosevelt; they have been in writing since 1926 when 
they were drawai up by the Joint Arm y and Navy Selective 
Service Committee to await just such a moment as this.

W hy weren’t they put in the conscription bill, in place of 
the blanket power given to the president to prescribe the regu­
lations? Because if  those regulations were part of the bill, 
millions of workers who are now not thinking too much about 
the b ill one way or the other, would be aroused to an under­
standing of what a reactionary anti-labor weapon it  is.

The Joint Arm y and Navy Selective Service Committee
(Continued on page 3)

DRAFT DEBATE IS A SHAM!
Senatorial “ Opponents”  A re Yelling F o r 
M illio n s  o f Enlistm ents As “ A lte rna tive ”
OHIO UNIONS 
CLASH OVER 
AUTO PLANT

New U AW Executive Reflects
Lewis-Hillman Split in CIO

Fight Between CIO 
And AFL Pleases 
Toledo Bosses

TOLEDO, Ohio— Belated reper­
cussions of the old Homer Mar­
tin fight in the Auto Workers 
Union, plus the tragic division in 
the American labor movement, 
has bloomed into a minor civil 
war here.

The A FL Central Labor Union, 
with the aid of the bosses 
of the City Auto Stamp­
ing Co. and city officials, mo­
bilized hundreds of Building 
trades members armed with 
hammers and other improvised, 
weapons and prevented members 
of the C IO-UAW  from entering 
the plant during a jurisdictional 
fight between the A FL and CIO 
locals of the auto workers.

About 25-30 CIO w orkers have 
ju s t been la id  o ff from  the plant, 
fo r a period o f 5-30 days as a 
measure of company in tim id a ­
tion, since the CIO has elected 
not to engage in  w hat m ight 
prove to be a ve ry  bloody f ig h t 
between union men.

D u rin g  the Homer M artin  fac­
tion  figh t in tHe UAW , the C ity  
Auto S tam ping local entered the 
A F L. T liis  was la rge ly  due to 
the reaction of these workers to 
the vic ious polic ies of the S ta lin ­
is t w ing  of the UAW  leadership 
o f tha t lim e.

Most Workers Indifferent
Since then the CIO. now the 

dom inant union in  auto, has had 
the op po rtu n ity  to regain the lo ­
cal by dem onstra ting a figh ting  
progressive po licy in  the interests 
of the workers. But the do-noth­
ing. in d iffe re n t po licy of the lead­
ership. a mere duplicate of tha t 
of the A F L  offic ia ls, led the w ork­
ers to apathy. Most of the w o rk­
ers in  the p lan t are in d iffe re n t 
to the outcome of the battle, see­
ing  no difference in  the union 
program o f both groups.

The local A F L  reactionaries 
are g loa ting  over th e ir  costly v ic ­
to ry , costly to the workers them ­
selves. They boast tha t the B u ild ­
ing Trades workers sacrificed 
over $250,000 in lost pay to go

ST. LO U IS , Mo., A ug us t 5— As the f if th  con­
vention o f the U n ited  A u to  W orkers closed Here 
ton igh t, i t  had become qu ite  c lear th a t the un ion ’s 
leadership has divided, ta k in g  sides in the sharp­
ening c o n flic t developing between Sidney H i l l ­
man and John L . Lew is.

W a lte r Reuther, E x -S ta lin is t fe llo w  trave lle r, 
cx-S oc ia lis t P a rty  member, has . now become the 
o ffic ia l spokesman inside the auto union fo r  H i l l ­
man and his policies. He has in  the past few  
m onths conferred m any tim es w ith  H illm a n  i i t  
W ashington, has been ap p ro p ria te ly  rewarded 
w ith  a  post in  the new Defense Council setup, 
and was the cheering squad captain fp r  H illm a n  
and fo r  Roosevelt d u rin g  the  convention sessions.

Grouped around R euther are a t least' seven 
o r e ig h t o the r board members, th fis  g iv in g  
R euther the la rges t s ingle bloc o f votes on the 
new Executive Board elected by the  S t. Lou is 
convention.

The Lew is men on the Executive Board are 
grouped around R ichard  Frankensteen-/ A f te r  the 
S ta lin -H itle r  pact, the S ta lin is t .machine began 
crum 'bling. The unprinc ip led  oppo rtun is tic  vote-
g rabb ing  machine th a t the C om m unist P a rty  had 
organized go t ou t o f its  c rea to r’s con tro l, u n til 
today i t  has come in to  the hands o f a loose 
g roup ing  o f Lew is men, w ith  the S ta lin is ts  de­
f in ite ly  pushed in to  the background.

D iffe re n ce s  S t i l l  U nc lear
B oth  the  R euther and Frankensteen groups 

voted a t the St. Louis convention to  support 
Roosevelt fo r  a th ird  te rm . Both groups are in 
fa v o r o f g iv in g  support to the  Du Pont-M organ 
“ N a tiona l Defense Council.”  B oth  groups are 
r id in g  the bandwagon o f the W a ll S tree t w ar 
machine.

They are divided m ere ly in the k in d  o f sup­
po rt they w ish to g ive to Roosevelt. The Lew is 
men th in k  th a t H illm a n  is se lling  too cheap, and 
they go along w ith  Lew is in t r y in g  to ge t an 
e x tra  few  crum bs fro m  the ad m in is tra tion . On 
a ll m a jo r issues in the A u to  U n ion the two 
groups have voted so lid ly  together.

R. J. Thomas and George F. Addes were both 
reelected to  th e ir  respective posts as President 
and Secre tary-Treasurer o f the U n ion, by ac­
clam ation a t the convention. Both o f them have 
attem pted to steer a m iddle course between the 
H illm a n  and Lew is groups in  the CIO, as w e ll 
as in  th e ir  own union, and to  keep the fr ie n d ­
ship o f both groups.

S ta lin is ts  D ecim ated
The S ta lin is ts , who two years ago, and even 

as la te as the Cleveland Convention, were a 
m a jo r power in the U A W , are today on the de­
cline. T h e ir machine is on ly  a fra c tio n  o f its  
fo rm e r self. They los t m any ran k  and file  mem­
bers as w e ll as a whole group o f secondary lead­

ers in  the union. T h e ir numerous alliances and 
vote g e ttin g  deals collapsed the day a f te r  the 
s ign ing  o f the S ta lin -H itle r  pact.

Today, they are bearing the f u l l  b ru n t o f the 
pressure o f ca p ita lis t propaganda inside the 
union, b u t bearing also the hatred, m is tru s t and 
opposition o f a ll genuine m ilita n ts .

Isola ted on the flo o r o f the convention, w ith ­
ou t any rea l in fluence on the  basic decisions o f 
the union, they are today more isolated than  ever 
before on the In te rn a tio n a l E xecu tive Board.

T h e ir fu lD h low n  election cam paign to  p u t 
T ra v is  on the Board as the Toledo Regional D i­
rec to r fa iled  m iserably. O ut o f a to ta l o f 17 
board members, the S ta lin is ts  are reduced to 
tw o  supporters, M ichner o f the W est Coast, and 
Leo La M o tte  o f D e tro it, and ra th e r chicken 
hearted supporters, a t th a t. (B o th  voted fo r  the 
Roosevelt reso lu tion  on the la s t Board.)

In te rm e d ia te  G ro up in g s  D isappear
The St. Louis, convention fu r th e r  repealed-the 

complete d is in te g ra tio n  o f a ll cen tris t and in te r ­
m ediate p o lit ic a l group ings in  the  un ion. The 
Lovestoneitcs are o f course nowhere on the scene. 
T h e ir sm elly  a lliance w ith  H om er M a rt in  has 
finished them  fo reve r in  the A u to  U nion. The 
Norm an Thomas Socialists, who considered them ­
selves a fo rce  a year ago, are now ou t o f the 
p ic tu re . A l l  o f th e ir  lead ing people have fo rg o t­
ten about rad ica lism  or Socialism  o r even p la in  
m il ita n t  trade unionism  in th e ir  scramble fo r  jobs 
and th e ir  seeking fo r  respec tab ility . Norm an 
Thom as’s boys arc a ll lined up (behind Roosevelt.

V ic to r Reuther, the “ rad ica l”  o f the Reuther 
fa m ily , took the lead in  opposing the f ig h t fo r  
the 30 H our W eek a t 40 Hours Pay. E m il Mazey, 
P resident o f the B rig gs  local d idn ’t  do a n y th in g ; 
ju s t  kep t his m outh shut, except to make a few  
meaningless innocuous m otions. (He tho ugh t he 
would ge t on the Board th a t way, bu t Leo La 
M otte  beat h im  ou t.) Joe D itze l, N orm an 
Thom as’s b r ig h t l ig h t  o f Toledo in  fo rm e r days, 
b ro ug h t in as C hairm an o f the Resolutions Com­
m ittee  the proposal to  uncond itiona lly  support 
Roosevelt fo r  a T h ird  Term . N ordstrom , C h a ir­
man o f the C onstitu tiona l Com m ittee, a fo rm e r 
W isconsin Socialist, b rough t in  and pushed across 
the infam ous “ subversive clause”  amendm ent to 
the union constitu tion .

Th ings are thus c learing  up in  the A u to  
U nion. In  place o f the w e lte r and confusion o f 
dozens o f d iffe re n t groups and po litica l tenden­
cies. there is a r is in g  a c lear cut d iv is ion. On the 
one side is the present union ad m in is tra tion , t r y ­
in g  to  uphold the status quo. On the o ther side 
is a s t i l l  sm all b u t determ ined g roup  o f union 
m ilita n ts  who are f ig h tin g  to l i f t  the union out 
o f its  s tagnation.

See de ta iled  auto convention s to ry  on
page 2 o f th is  issue.)

We Are F o r M ilita ry  T ra in in g — B ut O n ly 

Under the C on tro l o f  the Trade Unions

doubt he’ll be the most energe­
tic recruiting sergeant to raise 
it. Likewise John L. Lewis calls 
for shorter enlistment terms 
and "increase the pay of the 
army at least until it equals 
that of the boys in the CCC 
camps”—$30 a month— and 
then the necessary manpower 
w ill be forthcoming.

The im p e ria lis t ro le  fo r  which 
th is  a rm y  w il l  be used, and the 
fa c t th a t th is ' a rm y  w il l  be run  
under the same v ic ious ly  a n t i­
labo r set-up as a ll ca p ita lis t 
arm ies are ru n — o f th is  nobody 
in  Congress o r in  the A F L  and 
CIO leadership says one word.

On the con tra ry , John L. Lew is 
tr ie s  to  find some sym pa th iz ing  
ears among prosperous taxp a y ­
ers by w h in in g  th a t conscrip tion 
means to “ tra in  our m illio ns  o f 
young men in  the a rts  o f w a r a t 
the public expense” .

W O R KER S N E E D  T R A IN IN G
W h a t is w rong  w ith  tra in in g  

m illio n s  o f young w orkers in the 
a rts  o f w a r?  N o th in g ! We would 
like  no th in g  be tte r than to  see 
every trade un io n is t in  the coun­
t r y  become an expert in  the m il i­
ta ry  a rts . In  a w o rld  dom inated 
by m ilita r is m  and w a r the w o rk ­
in g  class m ust become adept in 
the arts  o f w a r— unless i t  wants 
to  be the slaves o f those who 
are sk illed  in m il ita ry  m atters.

A nd w hat, B ro th e r Lewis, is 
w rong  w ith  tra in in g  the w orkers 
“ a t the public expense” ? W hy

no t make the governm ent p u t up 
the necessary funds and equip­
m ent to enable the w o rk in g  class 
o f th is  coun try  to  learn a ll the re  
is to  know about m il i ta ry  m a t­
te rs?  W hy should a trade union 
leader ‘be so solic itous about the 
fa c t th a t such tra in in g  w i l l  cost 
a lo t o f money?

N O T  IN  T H E IR  A R M Y
L e w is ’ sem i-pac ifis t c la p -trap  

fa ils  to  touch the  rea l objection 
to  the  B urke -W adsw orth  b ill.  
W h ic h - is  th a t i t  is a scheme to 
p u t the young w orkers in to  thB 
s tra it ja c k e t o f a c a p ita lis t a rm y, 
to de live r them  in to  the hands 
o f  bourgeois o ffice rs  who w il l  
have the power o f li fe  and death 
over them. Lew is ’ en lis tm ent p ro ­
posal would do ju s t  w ha t the 
B urke -W adsw orth  b i ll does.

Instead o f w h in in g  about the 
B urke -W adsw orth  b ill,  the  A F L  
and CIO leadership should be de­
m anding passage of a Labor b i l l  
to  prov ide un ive rsa l, com pulsory 
m il ita ry  t ra in in g  U N D E R  T H E  
D IR E C T IO N  A N D  C O N TR O L 
OF T H E  T R A D E  U N IO N S .

The A F L  and CIO  leadership 
weren’t  w o rried  about public ex­
pense when they  supported the 
huge arm am ent program  a lready 
voted by Congress. L e t them 
now raise a demand th a t  the  
m a te ria l be p u t in to  the hands o f 
the labo r movem ent to  equip 
t ra in in g  camps to  be run by the 
trade unions. M il ita ry  ap p rop ria ­
tions?  Yes— but on ly  fo r  the es­
tab lishm ent and equipm ent o f 
such w o rke rs ’-contro lled m il ita ry  
camps!

A G A IN S T  A L L  A R M Y  B IL L S

The first days of Senate debate on the conscription b ill have 
already demonstrated that, if the workers depend on the "anti- 
conscriptionists”  to save them from service in the army, they 
might as well pack their bags and get ready to he called.

The “ anti-conscriptionists”  have spent their time trying to 
prove that by “ voluntary”  enlistment they can get as many men 
into the army as by’ conscription. And if  enlistment doesn’t work, 
they are ready to support the conscription measure quickly 
enough'. A ll the "anti-conscriptionists”  are supporting the Ma­
loney amendment, providing for automatic use o f conscription 
by' January 1 i f  enlistments prove insufficient by then.

This same reactionary bilge is being spouted by John L. 
Lewis and W illiam  Green. An army of 1,500,000 can be raised 
by the “ American way” of en­
listment. swears Green, and no

on the ju r is d ic tio n a l p icket line  
and goon-squads. The prestige of 
the UAW-CIO here has been 
s truck  a heavy blow as a resu lt 
of t ile  cap itu la tion  of the leaders 
to th is  attack. They could only 
pass inane resolutions and fu lm i­
nate behind closed doors.

A  Bosses’ V ic to ry
The bosses, of course, have won 

t.he real v ic to ry  and. by p laying 
up th is  fa ta l d iv is ion  w ith  the 
connivance of the A F L  leaders, 
have succeeded in  smashing fo r 
the tim e being an effective union 
in the plant, plus the fact tha t 
they have penalized the best union 
fighters.

An appeal to the N ational La 
bor Relations Board is being made 
by the CIO, w h ile  the A F L  lead­
ers. who can t  find a dime fo r a 
fight against the bosses, continue 
to rook th e ir  membership fo r  a 
bigger and better war-chest to 
destroy a ll un ionism  by th e ir  su i­
cidal onslaught og in d u s tria l 
unionism .

US Imperialism Made Gains at Havana
BU E N O S  A IR E S , A rgen tina , 

Aug. 1 (by a irm a il)— “ The 
greatest conference in the h is­
to ry  o f Pan-A m erican ism ” , ac­
cord ing to the correspondents, 
has ju s t closed a t Havana, hav­
ing  been, according to- the same 
correspondents, “ the greatest 
d ip lom atic  v ic to ry  in Cordell 
H u ll's  career.”

A s seen from  Buenos A ires, 
the fo llo w in g  dem onstrate c lear­
ly  the resu lts  obtained a t 
Havana:

1. The road is prepared to 
seize the European colonies in 
(he W estern Hem isphere; th a t is 
the purpose o f the so-called “ De­
c la ra tio n  o f Havana” , which 
gives con tinenta l e ffec t to  the re ­
cent reso lu tion o f the U n ited 
States Congress.

2. E lim in a tio n  o f the perspec­
tive  o f a renew al o f German 
commerce in  L a tin  Am erica, 
which (p r io r  to  the w a r) had be-

J come a serious adversary o f U.S.

commerce; th is  to  establish what 
Roosevelt has called “ economic 
defense.”

~3. Concerted measures to  be 
planned and taken to destroy the 
N azi “ f i f th  cc-lumn” , the in s tru ­
m ent o f pene tra tion  in  L a tin  
A m erica o f German im peria lism .

4. To assure U. S. com m ercial 
and financia l pene tra tion by 
means o f such measures as the 
In te r-A m e rican  Bank, advance­
m ent o f c red its  b y  the E xp o rt 
and Im p o rt Bank, the purchase 
o f surpluses, etc.

5. C reation o f a reg iona l un ­
derstanding. v ir tu a lly  a League 
o f Am erican Nations, w h ich  p re­
pares the road to a fu tu re  m il i ­
ta ry  a lliance th a t drags our 
countries behind the  U n ited  
States in to  the com ing w a r w ith  
G erm any and Japan.

6. Coord ination o f police m eth ­
ods to  repress the na tiona l l i ­
be ra tion  movements o f the L a tin

Am erican peoples under the pre­
te x t o f repressing subversive 
“ f i f th  co lum n”  ac tiv itie s .

Prudence made i t  advisable 
th a t the m il ita ry  plans fo r  “ con­
tin e n ta l defense” , w h ich include 
the ceding o f a ir  and naval sta-. 
tions which w ill p e rm it Yankee 
im peria lism  to  go on to  take m il i­
ta ry  possession o f L a tin  A m e ri­
ca, were n o t d ire c tly  handled in 
the Havana conference.

B u t nevertheless one can an ­
tic ip a te  th a t th is  w i l l  be the 
p rinc ip a l theme o f the next con­
ference which, we can expect, 
w il l reveal s t i l l  fu r th e r  progress 
in the im portance and audacity 
o f the proposals w h ich  w il l  be 
made by the U n ited  States.

W orkers In d iffe re n t
M eanwhile, the A rgen tine  

w o rk in g  class, and I  believe th a t 
could also be said fo r  the South 
Am erican w orkers in general, 
watch these conferences w ith o u t |

understand ing them and, even 
more, w ith  ind iffe rence. They see 
them solely as reunions o f gov­
ernm ents— governm ents w h i c h  
are as distant, fro m  them as the 
reso lutions w h ich  are adopted 
appear abstract and fa r  away. | 
I f ,  on the one hand, the w orkers 
do not believe in  the genuineness i 
o f the frien dsh ip  o f the U n ited  
States, on the o ther hand they 
have scarcely a rrived  a t the 
po in t o f pene tra ting  in to  the s ig ­
nificance o f th e  U. S. moves and 
t ry in g  to  combat them.

The m ain s trugg le  here con­
tinues, each tim e  more acute, bet­
ween the p ro -E ng lish  and pro- 
German camps o f the bourgeoi­
sie. The atm osphere is p rop itious  
fo r  W a ll S tree t to  continue its  I 
moves ca lm ly. N o th in g  is lack ing  
fo r  it .  The “ dem ocra tic”  press 
o f the con tinent repeats endless­
ly , the be tte r to  convince its  pub­
lic , th a t the U n ited  States is go­
in g  to  “ defend us fro m  N azism .”

The rea c tion a ry  consequences 
o f vo tin g  fo r  arm am ent b ills  p ro ­
v id in g  equipm ent fo r  the cap i­
ta lis t  a rm y  was g ra p h ica lly  
b rough t out in  the Senate debate 
when Senator Lucas m ock ing ly  
asked the “ an ti-con sc rip tio n is t”  
Senator Danaher: “ w hy  had Sen­
a to r Danaher voted in fa v o r o f 
b illio n s  o f do lla rs  fo r  defense 
equipm ent fo r  the a rm y  and now 
would no t vote i t  the necessary 
m anpower.”  Danaher sp lu ttered, 
helpless t  o answer— because 
the re  was no answer. He who 
votes fo r  a rm am ent ap p ro p ria ­
tions fo r  the a rm y  m ust, log ica l­
ly , vote also' fo r  the m anpower 
th a t goes w ith  the arm am ent. 
The conscrip tion is ts  have a ll 
these “ an ti-conscrip tion is ts ”  over 
a ba rre l w ith  th a t argum ent.

T h a t’s w h y  the labo r movement 
m ust p u t a h a lt to any fu r th e r  
endorsements o f a rm y  arm am ent 
h ills  by the A F L  and CIO leader­
ship.

The on ly  m il i ta ry  approp ria ­
tions the labor movem ent should 
vote fo r  are those p ro v id in g  the 
trade  unions w ith  funds and 
equipm ent to  launch La bo r’s own 
m il ita ry  tra in in g  camps!

Capitalist Army No Place For 
Workers' Military Training
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W rite  to us— te ll us w h a t’s go ing on in  yo u r pa rt o f the 
labo r movement— w hat are the w o rkers  th in k in g  about?— tell 
us ivhat the bosses are up to— and the G-men and the local cops—  
and the S ta lin is ts— send us that s to ry  the cap ita lis t press d idn ’t 
p r in t  and that s to ry  they buried o r d istorted— our pages are open 
to you. Le tte rs  m ust c a rry  name and address, but indica te i f  you  
do not w ant yo u r name printed.

O n The Ladies 
W ho ISotv O wn  
T h e  ‘D a ily  W o rk e r ’

E D IT O R :
So w ith o u t a shot being fired 

o r a command to surrender being 
uttered, the D a ily  W orker has 
gone underground— behind three 
s k ir ts ! And no o rd in a ry  sk irts , 
e ith e r! 1 re fe r to the Oat?;/ W ork­
er's announcement of its  sale to 
three ladies.

There’s Ferdinanda, who’s 63; 
gnd Susan, s t i l l  going strong w ith  
a camera and lecture notes at 71; 
and Caro, de lv ing  da ily  deeper 
in to  research despite her 81 years. 
And lest you th in k  th a t years 
be the most notable of th e ir  as- 
■sets, be assured tha t these three 
venerable dames began collecting 
background decades before they 
popped in to  the world s ing ing  the 
S ta r Spangled Banner.

Take Ferdinanda. fo r instance. 
Hers is a W essellioeft s k ir t, 
flounc ing  in and out of America, 
Europe and the USSR these six 
decades, sweeping in  its  wake a 
collection of a r t is t ic  accomplish- 
njients covering sculpture, music 
and classical lite ra tu re . Reeking 
HVfth tra d itio n , i t  w a lks in the 
noble m emory of such names as 
H a rr ie t  Beecher Stowe, M artin  
Van Buren, John Calhoun, Horace 
Greeley and Carl Shurz, some of 
'Whom in  th e ir  weaker moments 
p u t themselves tru s t in g ly  in the 

bands o f Grandpapa W essellioeft 
and his “ famed B ra ttle  Sanito- 
r iu m ”  Ferd inanda learned about 
the  class struggle from  a hook 
called “ Through the Eye of a 
Needle”  by W illia m  Dean Howells.

Susan is a D:A.R. and veteran 
of the back-t.o-the-land struggle. 
H e r 71 years of h is to rica l rem i­
niscence include the th r i l l in g  res­
cue o f "tw o  wagon-loads of price­
less archives from  the N avy De­
partm ent and the W hite  House”  by 
her great grand-fa ther who seems 
to  have been around when D olly 
Madison needed help. She was 
p ra c tica lly  born in to  the s ta ff of 
the Bankers Magazine.

And Caro has had 81 years of 
P u rita n  inheritance complicated 
w ith  a degree from  Vassal-. Mns* 
o f her life  has been spent in  re­
search. I f  she is responsible, not 
the least o f her research c o n tr i­
bu tions to the Com m unist P arty  
has been the d igg ing  up of thro? 
Shell fossils as herself and her 
tw o associates in  th is  democratic 
binge they are ou t on— buying up

newspapers to insure “ freedom of 
expression”  in a cock-eyed and dec­
aying society. I t 's  on ly too bad 
they should r ig h t crack out of (he 
box get stuck w ith  the B a il!/ 
W orker.

Im agine E a rl B rowder though, 
groom ing h im se lf fo r  the h is to ric  
moment When the forces of reac­
tion pounce upon his e rs tw h ile  
o ffic ia l organ. He Is probably at 
th is  very moment, standing before 
a pierglass decla im ing w ith  heroic 
gestures the lines w h ich r in g  
through the corrido rs  o f every 
l i t t le  schoolhouse (out o f consi­
de ra tion  fo r  his fee lings, we le ft  
out the adjective "re d ” ) in  tne 
country :

“ W ho touches a h a ir o f yon 
g ray head

Dies lik e  a dog! M arch 
o n ! . . .  ”

Contemplate i f  you w i l l  the im ­
penetrable bu lw ark  of defense the 
bra in tru s t of the Com intern has 
th row n  around th e ir  press: three 
females; three alm ost o r actual 
octogenarians; three members of 
the firs test fam ilies . One can see 
cap ita lism  c r in g in g  before it !

We should lik e  to be allowed a 
few fr ie n d ly  words of advice to 
the new owners o f the D a ili/ 
W orker. To Ferdinanda: I f  you 
w ant to know bow re a lly  l i t t le  
the eye of a needle can be qu it 
s ta rin g  at the veracity  record of 
the D a ili/ M’o rke r fo r a w h ile  
and t r y  sm uggling a few copies 
of the Russian B u lle tin  of the 
Fourth  In te rn a tio n a l over the 
Russian borders. To Susan: W hy 
not rea lly  emulate your i l lu s t r i­
ous ancestor and tear over to the 
K re m lin  w ith  a couple of wagons 
w h ile  there are s t i l l  a few "p rice ­
less arch ives”  of the Russian Re­
vo lution s t i l l  undestroyed by Stal- 
in ite  vandals.

And w ith  Browder and compa­
ny we should lik e  a word too. I f  
the Com m unist Party, trem b ling  
before the po ss ib ility  of im m inen t 
ille g a lity , wants to save its  press 
by a legal trans fe r o f ownership 
we have absolutely no objection. 
Even i f  i t  has in  m ind on ly  the 
avoidance of paym ent on judg­
ments against i t  fo r  libelous state­
ments we s t i l l  say a ll r ig h t w ith  
us. B u t why the monkey-business 
w ith  octogenarian s k ir ts  o f good 
fam ily?  Who the hell do you th in k  
you’re k id d in g— us. yourselves, 
the cap ita lis ts  or the three old 
ladies?
Chicago

Ly M a  BEIDEL

Auto Convention Failed to Solve Any 
Of the Union's Pressing Problems

ST. LOUIS, Mo.—The delegates 
to the A uto  W orkers Union St. 
Louis convention have concluded 
th e ir  f if th  convention w ithou t 
so lv ing the pressing problems fac­
ing the autom obile workers today 
and w ith o u t g iv ing  any leader­
ship to the rest of the in du s tria l 
workers of the country.

The U nited Autom obile W ork ­
ers o f Am erica, like  its  parent 
body, the CIO, stands today w ith ­
out real leadership, w ith o u t per­
spective and w ith ou t program  fo r 
the fu tu re . Harsh words, hut 
true, un fo rtuna te ly .

PR O B LE M  O F U N E M P LO Y E D  
S T IL L  U N T O U C H E D

The convention delegates ap­
plauded John L. Lew is when he 
stated at the convention tha t “ On 
the firs t of May, 1940, there were 
s t i l l  10.748.000 unemployed A m er­
icans in th is  country . . . and the 
unemployed question is s t i l l  a 
m ajor domestic question th a t con­
fronts th is  na tion ."

Cleveland Local 88 proposed a 
reso lu tion to help solve the unem­
ployed problem, demanding “ That 
the UAW  im m edia te ly launch a 
campaign through union and le­
g is la tive  action in order to estab­
lish  a 30 hour week at 40 hours 
pay in  the autom obile in du s try .”

The reso lu tions com m ittee, 
however, com plete ly nu llified  tlie 
m eaning o f th is  reso lution 
when they declared the “ 30 hour 
week at 40 hours pay”  program  
as the “ u ltim ate  goal'’ fo r the au­
tom obile in du s try .

The convention delegates, by 
supporting by approxim ate ly  two 
th ird s  vote the stand of the Res­
o lu tions Committee, gave th e ir  
approval to the do-noth 'ng p o li­
cies of the Thomas leadership 
since the Cleveland Convention 
and deprived the union of the 
on ly rea lis tic , p ractica l program  
to figh t unemployment..

R E P E A T  S A M E  G ESTURES 
FO R O R G A N IZ IN G  FORD

The convention discussed at 
groat length and passed numerous 
resolutions fo r  the im m ediate o r­
ganization o f the unorganized 
workers of F ord ’s and o f the a ir ­
c ra ft industries. The convention 
went fu r th e r and voted to recom­
mend to the membership a SI as­
sessment to put these organiza­
tion  drives across.

B ut resolutions and even assess­
ments are no longer su ffic ien t to 
guarantee results. The hooks and 
records o f the UAW  are li te ra lly  
c lu tte red already w ith  dozens of 
resolutions of th is  k ind.

A  -Si assessment to orean'ze 
Ford ’s was voted at the M ilw au­
kee convention two and h a lf years 
ago. A pp rox im ate ly  one quarter 
o f a m illio n  do lla rs was collected 
fo r th is  purpose. Yet there are 
about one quarter o f the Ford 
workers in  the UAW  today as 
were in  the un ion at the tim e of 
the M ilwaukee convention.

A IR C R A F T  H A R D L Y  
S U R V E Y E D  Y E T

The report of President Thomas 
on the a irc ra ft in d u s try  states 
tha t the union has contracts w ith  
on ly three corporations, covering 
a to ta l of less than 4,000 workers. 
I t  is a fact tha t the convention 
made absolutely no analysis, as 
to w hat was w rong in  the past 
and what to do now to remedy 
the s itua tion .

A ll Thomas proposed in his re­
port, Insofar as he proposed any­
th ing , is reliance on the National 
Labor Relations Board. B u t tha t 
is exactly w hat has been wrong 
in  the past year.

Two great organ iz ing jobs, like  
Ford's and the a irc ra ft industry, 
cannot be accomplished by mere 
leg w ork or by reliance on the 
Labor Board. W hat is needed i f  
a hold clear cut program  of umon 
demands, coupled w ith  an aggres­
sive, organ ization d rive  to sweep 
the thousands of unorganized 
workers in to  the union fold.

B u t tha t is precisely w ha t the 
convention fa iled  to do. Even the 
convention reso lu tion which de­
manded “ a m ilitan t, organization 
campaign at F ord ’s”  and called 
fo r “ mass dem onstrations at the 
Ford gates, huge p icket lines, 
sound ears and the same m ilita n t 
tactics th a t succeeded in estab­
lis h in g  unionism  in  General Mo­
to rs ”  was— deleted by the Reso­
lu tion s  Committee!

C H E E R  LA B O R  P A R T Y  H IN T  
B U T  V O TE  R O O SEVELT

The convention delegates ap ­
plauded John L. Lew is ’ attacks on 
the governm ent’s conscription 
b ill and the g ra n tin g  o f govern­
ment contracts to v io la to rs of the 
W alsh-Healey Act. They gave 
Lewis a veritab le  ovation on his 
ca re fu lly  vague suggestion tha t 
"Some day in th is  coun try  the 
people are going to lose confidence 
in the ex is ting  p o litica l parties to 
a degree tha t they w il l  fo rm  th e ir 
own pa rty .”

Yet the Resolutions Committee 
disregarded the proposal of one 
local “ tha t the U A W  favors the 
ea ll'ng  of a great na tional con­
ference of CTO and A F L  unions 
to establish an independent pa rty  
o f Labor in  the U n ited States to 
fight fo r a m ilita n t program  on 
behalf of the common people of 
th is  coun try ” , and la te r the con­
vention voted by an overwhelm ­
in g  m a jo r ity  to back Roosevelt. 
By th is  action, the convention 
made a pub lic  declaration tha t 
the great UAW  is going along 
w ith  the w ar dr.ive o f the Roos- 
eve lt-W all Street crowd, th a t th is  
powerfu l un ion is supporting the 
M organ-D uP ont ‘Defense Council’ .

Th is support of Roosevelt ren­
dered doubly meaningless the 
anti-conscrip tion  stand and the 
innocuous “ an ti-w a r”  reso lu tion of 
the convention, to the effect, “ that 
th !s convention goes on record op­
posed to any invo lvem ent of the 
U. S. in  any w ar on fore ign so il” .

“ S U B V E R S IV E  C LA U S E ”  A  
B LO W  A T  T H E  U N IO N

The convention de fin ite ly  sliov 
ed the un ion one big step back­
wards when i t  passed, by a s lim  
m a jo rity , despite the energetic op­
position of numerous rank and 
file m ilita n ts , the “ subversive 
clause”  to the union constitu tion .

I t  provides th a t “ No member 
of any local un ion, located in  the 
U. S. of Am erica sha ll be e lig ib le  
to hold any elective or appointive 
position in  t i l ls  In te rna tiona l 
Union or any local union, i f  lie 
is a member of any organization 
w h ich  is declared illeg a l by the 
governm ent of the U. S. of A m er­
ica through cons titu tiona l proce­
dure.”

One delegate asked a very 
appropria te  question : “ What, is 
go ing to  happen.. . i f  a reac­
tio n a ry  Congress decides th a t 
the  CIO  is a subversive o r­
gan iza tion?”

The Chairm an o f the Con­
s titu t io n  Com m ittee seemed to 
th in k  th a t was the same as the 
end o f the w orld . “ I f  we should 
happen to  be declared illega l, 
then I  say, w ha t is the use o f 
w o rry in g  about any th ing?  I f  
the CIO is declared illega l, 
where are we go in g? ’’
The adoption of th is  cons titu ­

tional proposal signified no th ing 
but th a t the m a jo rity  of the con­
vention delegates had buckled un­
der the pressure o f ca p ita lis t pub­
lic  opin ion. T h e ir action was, in 
the words of delegates Johnstone 
of the Pontiac Yellow  T ruck  
p lant, a t ip -o f f  to the bosses here 
in Am erica to move against many 
of our members.”

Thus i t  is seen, the f if th  con­
vention approved in  a ll m a jo r 
aspects the tim id , conservative 
and even cow ard ly  policies of 
the present un ion leadership 
and gave the go-ahead s igna l 
to  the leadership to  continue 
along the same lines.
Does th is  mean tha t the UAW  

membership and the convention 
delegates were satisfied w ith  the 
progress o f the union? No!

D E L E G A T E  M E M B E R S  
D IS S A T IS F IE D  B U T  
D O N ’T  K N O W  W A Y  O U T

For months, large sections of 
the membership have been com­
p la in in g  and g rum b ling  about the 
lack of progress, the lack of 
figh ting  s p ir it  and m ilita n c y  in  
the union, about the m ounting 
number of unsolved grievances, 
the unemployment, the rotten 
GM contract, etc.

T h is  d issatisfaction sharp ly  
came to the surface in  m any ways 
a t the convention: the h itte r, c r i­
tica l speeches on the Ford d rive ;

on the 30-hour week; the m otions 
te llin g  the In te rn a tion a l to h ire  
some decent, competent o rgan i­
zers; the w a rn ing  to the Regional 
D irectors to stop w asting the 
union funds; the re jection  w ith  
great ir r i ta b i l i t y  of C onstitu tiona l 
Committee recommendations on 
secondary questions, and peremp­
to ry  ins truc tions  to tiie  com m it­
tee to have the In te rn a tion a l E x­
ecutive Board send m inutes ot 
its  proceedings to a ll local unions.

A ll of these actions testified to 
the suspicion of the membership 
about the leadership, a pale re­
flection  of the widespread d is­
satisfaction of large sections of 
the union membership.

W hy did the delegates, then, 
approve the policies o f the 
leadership on a ll m a jo r ques­
tions?

T hat is a paradox o f the St. 
Louis convention. It. reflected 
the gap between the in s tinc tive  
d issa tis fac tion  o f the m a jo rity  
o f the auto w orkers to  the p re­
sent set-up and policies, and 
the p o litica l backwardness o f 
the  delegates which made them 
support the very  policies and 
leadership responsible fo r  the 
lack o f progress.
The com ing period in  Am erica 

w ith  its  ris in g  prices, reg im enta­
tion  o f labo r and the  attem pted 
ham string ing  o f the labor unions 
w ill deepen tiie  understand ing o 
thousands of auto m ilita n ts  and 
w il l  help them form ula te  more 
consciously the present dissatis­
faction of' the un ion membership.

There was a clear-cut program 
enunciated at St. Louis, bu t it  
was smothered in the gap between 
the delegates’ d issatisfaction and 
th e ir  conscious understanding of 
the un ion ’s needs. B u t the sm all 
band of un ion m ilita n ts  who enun­
ciated and fought fo r th is  pro- 
gram nevertheless le ft St. Louis 
confident of the fu tu re . They had 
seen w ith  th e ir  own eyes th a t the 
delegates from  throughout the in ­
dus try  were grop ing toward a so­
lu tion .

Clear-cut indeed are the tasks 
to be achieved by the un ion:

1. W h ir lw in d  o rgan iza tion  
drives a t F o rd ’s and the a ir ­
c ra f t  industries.

2. F o r the im m ediate launch­
in g  o f a campaign to establish 
the 30 hour week a t 10 hours 
pay.

3. F ig h t aga inst the  w a r 
d rive  o f the Roosevelt govern­
ment. No support, to the M o r­
gan-D uPont “ Defense Council”  
— a ll union leaders, inc lud ing  
H illm a n  and Lew is m ust cu t 
loose from  the W a ll S tree t o u t­
f i t

New Jersey in the 1940 Elections
hi.

W orkers Need T h e ir  Own Party
The record has shown that the old parties in New Jersey 

are the tools of the banks, big business, corporations like Pub­
lic  Service and the railroads, and the large agricultural in­
terests. This has been understood for some years now, not 
only by political students, but by large numbers of workers 
as well.

In the 1937 elections, when Plague’s Moore defeated 
Clean Government’s Glee for Governor, this understanding, 
that whichever won, labor would lose, spread rapidly through 
the union movement into the demand for the formation of a 
labor party.

A month later a w ild ly  cheering, enthusiastic convention 
©f Labor’s Non-Partisan League met in Newark and voted to 
set up a labor party. The rank-and-ftle unionist who took 
the floor expressed the views of the great m ajority of the 
delegates when he said:

“ B itter experience taught us we couldn’t use company 
unions led by bosses’ agents, but have to build our own 
unions, to fight the bosses in the factories and on the picket 
line. In  the same way we’ve learned we can’t use parlies led 
'and controlled by agents of big business, but have to build 
Our own party, to fight the bosses in Congress and Legislature 
and C ity  H all.”

Although no one spoke up, there were strong forces at 
the convention opposed to this viewpoint. They kept quiet 
so they could be elected to the important stale committee 
picked by the convention to report back with a proposed con­
stitution within six months. They were silent in the same way 
labor fakers sometimes “ go along”  with a m ilitant strike so 
•they w ill be placed at its head in a position where they can 
stifle it better later on.

The Communist Party at that time wanted above every­
thing else a pact between the Soviet Union, this country and 
the Allies for a war against Germany. To show Roosevelt and 
the bosses they could be trusted if  they got that pact, they 
played a conservative, disruptive role in the labor movement. 
A t this LNPL convention they were therefore against the for­
mation of an independent party because they were afraid it 
would get out of control, break cleanly with capitalist politics, 
and thus compromise them in the eyes of the bosses whose 
good w ill they were courting.

Carl llolderman, LNPL state chairman, with many

Seafarers Int’l Makes Gains

friends in the old parties and no confidence in labor’s strength, 
found the Stalinists’ idea fitted in with his own, which he did 
not express at that convention. So an alliance to block the 
formation of a labor party was formed between llolderman 
and the Stalinists, who between them controlled a majority 
of the Slate committee.

“ We’re too weak to win any elections.. .We’ll only make 
enemies of the ‘ liberal’ politicians who are still in the old 
parties.. .We’ll only show our weakness.”

They spread these arguments throughout the movement, 
and by the May, 1938, convention, the ranks were thoroughly 
disheartened. W ith their own leadership telling them nothing 
could be done, what could they do? Many unions just stayed 
away in disgust, and the 1 loklerman-Stalinist machine ran 
things their own way: they authorized the state committee to 
endorse “ progressive candidates”  (which meant: no labor 
candidates), and their constitution changed the name to 
“ Labor’s Non-Partisan League F:or 1 he Formation Of A  La­
bor Party”  (which meant: some other time).

In the November U. S. Senate elections, Hague’s E ly op­
posed Barbour. Hague was extremely unpopular that year, 
and Barbour had a poor labor record too. LNPL endorsed 
neither, did not run an independent candidate, and "com­
promised” by issuing the slogan “ Defeat Hague— at all costs.”  
How the workers were to defeat E ly without electing Barbour 
they did not say, and the WPA cutter, Barbour, was elected 
with 1 his left-handed support.

This procedure, which brought labor no gains at all, so 
discredited the League that its membership dropped from the ’ 
150,000 claimed in 1937 to less than a fifth  of that who pay| 
dues today, and its influence fell to almost nothing. In 1939 
it played no role at all.

llolderman broke with the Stalinists after the Stalin- 
1 litler Pact, and today llolderman, still state chairman, is 
still playing the same game: he is whooping it  up now for 
Hague’s candidate, Edison.

That is why labor is still unorganized politically this 
year, and why it feels helpless, w ith no program and no can­
didates to oppose to the program and candidates of big
business.

The lesson is clear; labor needs its own candidates, but 
it can get them only by breaking sharply with the old parties 
and the practice of supporting so-called “ friends of labor” 
and "lesser evils” , and setting up its own party.

(Another article next week)

NEW  YORK, Aug. 7— More than 
ten coastwise sh ipp ing  companies 
have granted increases rang ing 
from  $10 to 7.50 per month to the 
Seafarers In te rn a tion a l Union 
(A . F. L .) and 10 cents per hour 
increases in overtim e pay. Ne­
gotiations fo r s im ila r  increases 
are in  process w ith  the New Eng­
land Steamship Company and the 
Robin L ine, a fte r f la t refusals by 
the operators resulted in  s trikes 
by the union.

The S. I .  U. tied  up N. E. S. S. 
Co. ships p ly ing  between New 
Bedford and the fashionable sum­
m er resorts of N antucket and 
M artha ’s V ineyard fo r fou r days 
before the shipowners agreed to 
ta lk  tu rkey . S im ila r action had 
recently been taken on the S. S. 
A lg ic, o f the Robin L ine. Both 
lines have now subm itted the de­
mands to a rb itra tio n , a fte r re in ­
s ta tin g  the s tr ike rs  under closed 
shop contract w ith o u t any dis 
c rim ina tio n .

The gains made by the S. I. U. 
and the s p ir t of m ilita n c y  attend­

ing the demands are in  sharp 
contrast to t iie  actions of the Na­
tiona l M aritim e U n ion ’s S ta lin is t 
leadership. The NM U offic ia ls 
proposed a demand of on ly $2.50 
m on th ly  increases, in  an e ffo rt 
to scab on the r iv a l union, w ith ­
out any demands fo r an increase 
in the overtim e rate. T iie  firm  
insistence of the S. I. U. upon its 
demands, backed by a m il ita n t  
membership, defeated th is  scabby 
e ffo rt of the S ta lin is t stooges in  
the NMU, the shipowners g ran t­
ing  a $5 m on th ly  raise even on 
NMU ships.

S IU  W ay Ahead 
Wages on S. I. U. ships are any­

where from  $20 to $17.50 h igher 
per m onth than on NM U vessels. 
O vertim e pay is 80 cents as 
against 70 cents on NM U ships. 
W ork in g  conditions are likew ise 
beyond comparison.

Join the Socialist 
Workers Party
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by Farrell Dobbs

F irs t Costs To L a b o r  of W ashington, tha t means th a t
_  , „  W ashington is try in g  th is  scheme

o f n a t io n a l D efense  0ut there.
The c ity  of Buffa lo  has suspend- __________________

ed five re p a ir men on charge of
"non-cooperation in  the na tiona l C a llu p  P o ll M ust Have
defense program ." M unicipa l era- R P a c f l e ( ]  S cisso r-b ills  
ployees at N iagara Falls are being
"mugged”  and finger-printed “ to 1 *10 ^ a*,u l) P°'* kas 1'eleased 
foresta ll possible sabotage.”  The sta tis tios s ,low l«S tlle  resu lts of 
N a tiona l Association of Manufac- a sui'vey on the question, “ Should 
H irers is pressing harder than the governm ent fo rb id  s trikes in  
ever to emasculate the N ational industries m anufac tu ring  m ate ria l 
Labor Relations A c t " in  the in- !<>1 na tiona l defense? 83%
terests of the defense program .”  ()f the persons questioned in  the 

Secretary o f Labor Frances ni'P01' income group are reported 
Perkins to ld the annual conven- as favo ring  the p ro h ib it io n  of 
tion  of the Massachusetts State strikes. I f  anyth ing , th is  is an 
Federation of Labor th a t strikes understatem ent ol the p re va ilin g  
w il l  not hamper the na tiona l de- °P 'n*on *n tha t group. I t  is also 
fense program  as they did  in  1917 reported, however, tha t <3% of 
because “ labor now has decent the Persons questioned in  the 
w o rk ing  cond itions." F a llin g  h iwer income group favored the' 
r ig h t  in to  line  w ith  the Madame, s ,r ’ he p ro h ib itio n . We have no 
the national A F L  representative to waY ° f  know ing  who was ques- 
the convention to ld the ga thering  tioned to get th is  sample of 
tha t negotiations m ust be the Public op in ion. B ut we have 
process ra the r than strikes. “ .Wo- evel‘y  reason to doubt its  accui- 
n ii a leg itim a te  s tr ik e ”  he said. racy.
" w ill have to be avoided by the I t  seems th a t the peregrina tions 
self-d iscip line of labor unions.”  the G allup in qu ire rs  led them  

A  CIO un ion in  Jamestown, to the door ot three scissors-bills 
New Y ork, voted to send tw o or fo r  evf ’T  trade u n io n is t th a t they 
its  members in to  a s truck  p lan t in terviewed. Stand up before any 
to crate 143 a irp lane  s tru ts  fo r  ” r0 ,lp  o f trade un ion workers, 
shipm ent at the request o f the w hether i t  be a m eeting o f a local 
W ar Departm ent. A  taste de- un ion o r a convention of an in - 
mands a meal. The W ar Depart- te rna tiona l union, and ask them 
ment w i l l  next c la im  tha t the t *l ‘s Question. They " d l l  g ive you 
s tr ik e  its e lf is “ against the in ter- a Quick and decisive answer. They 
ests of the na tiona l defenses.”  ,i0 not favor the p ro h ib itio n  of 

Boeing a irc ra ft workers, A F L , s trikes  in the in terests of the 
have ju s t been shunted away from  national defense, o r fo r any 
s tr ik e  action and in to  the morass o t*,el' reason. And there are 
of a rb itra tio n . Sidney H illm a n  ahout ton m illio n  organized work- 
did the job fo r  the bosses. 01 s‘

Two reg ional d irectors of the -----------------------------
UAW -Cro rushed in to  South Bend D efense C o u n c il Deals  
Ind iana to investigate reports of '  
a slow-down dem onstration a t the B lo w  T o  C IO  
B e n d i x  A v ia tio n  C orporation The A F L  bu ild in g  trades u n i­
p lan t. The com pany demands th a t ons have been granted ju risd ic - 
tbe un ion r id  its  ranks of “ a tion  over a ll construction  w o rk  
group of ag ita tors.”  HAW  secre- under the g igan tic  armament, pro- 
tary-treasurer, George M. Addes, gram. The decision of the Nu- 
has said th a t the In te rn a tion a l tiona l Defense Council was hand- 
offic ia ls  “ w ill not to le rate such an ed down by its  “ labor coordina- 
in terference w ith  production.”  to r ”  Sidney H illm a n , a vice-presi- 
F B I agents swarmed through the dent o f the CIO. T h is  action is a 
p la n t, “ inves tiga ting  reports of v ita l blow to (lie  hopes of the 
sabotage.”  CIO to organize in  the construc-

The bosses and th e ir  .^govern- tion  in d u s try  through its  U n ited 
ment are m oving ra p id ly  in  th e ir  Construction W orkers O rgan iz ing 
campaign to curb trade union ac- Committee.
tion  and force the workers to sub- The CIO has made very l i t t le  
m it helplessly to  w ar regim enta- headway in the in d u s try  and the 
tion . The trade un ion offic ia l- methods w h ich  i t  employed in  its  
dom is m aking  an ing lo rious re- organ ization e ffo rts  were some 
treat in  the face of th is  attack, tim es not in the best in terests of 

W hat the bosses and th e ir  gov- the construction workers. There 
em inent rea lly  have in  m ind “ in has been, however, one positive 
the in te rests o f na tiona l defense”  side to the CIO campaign. I t  
is made p la in  by recent dis- brought d irec t pressure on the 
patches fro m  abroad. Agreem ents A F L  B u ild in g  Trades Departm ent 
covering w o rk in g  hours and la  to take a more reasonable a tti-  
bor conditions in the metal trades tude tow ard the question of labor 
in some in d u s tr ia l d is tr ic ts  of un ity .
New Zealand were suspended by The A F L  B u ild in g  Trades 
governm ent order on August. 3. unions are in  the best position 
Six days la te r, a government to protect the in terests of the con- 
decree. was issued bann ing a ll s truc tion  w orkers in  the ra p id ly  
s trikes in  N orthern  Ire land  fo r expanding bu ild in g  p r o g r a m  
the du ra tion  of the war. which can be antic ipated in  the

The P h illip in e  N a tiona l Assent- next period. B u t th is  ju risd ic - 
b ly has voted President Quezon tiona l v ic to ry  can on ly  tend to 
a u th o rity  to p ro h ib it s trikes, s tiffen  the hard-nosed a ttitud e  of 
T h is  la tte r  action occurs on the A F L  b u ild in g  trades c ra ft 
United States te rr ito ry . Since the un ion ists towards the in d u s tr ia l 
P h illip in e  governm ent is a puppet unions.

GOOD N E W S  FROM  
T H E  W E S T  CO AST

SAN FRANCISCO —  “ C ircu la ­
tion  of the S O C IA LIS T  A P P E A L 
lias been proceeding very th o r­
oughly and system atica lly. We 
get out a ll the cu rre n t issues 
weekly, and are rap id ly  disposing 
of a stack of old copies. F or the 
f irs t tim e now we are able to reach 
a sizeable num ber o f trade un ion­
ists and- from  re liab le  sources we 
learn tha t m any C. B. members 
s u rre p titio u s ly  take copies, ca rry  
them home and read them ."

Even more in d ica tive  o f the 
determ ined s p ir it  o f the Frisco 
comrades to make th e ir  Appeal 
w ork  h ig h ly  successfully (to  the 
hard-headed business o ffice ', is 
the statem ent: “ We do not th in k  
i t  o p tim is tic  to state th a t we 
sha ll probably be able to send in 
the sum of ou r back b ill soon...” 
T h is  from  the branch w h ich  we 
have come to te rm  our black- 
sheep—w ith  its  back b il l o f more 
than $100!— sounds lik e  the dawn 
of a new da y !! Comrades, the 
pa rty  thanks you and offers a ll 
possible cooperation in  you r work.

LOS A N G E L E S — “ I can state 
th a t the increased bundle has cer­
ta in ly  deepened our roots in  the 
w orkers ’ o rgan iza tions and unions

here. W orkers  read ou r paper 
ca re fu lly . Even a t C. P. and S ta l­
in is t  stooge o rgan iza tions the 
paper is ca re fu lly  read. W e are 
covering  three o f the rubber 
plants. By nex t week alm ost a ll 
w il l be covered, union meetings 
p r im a r ily .”

Excellent work, comrades! And 
we m igh t add, our g ra titude  and 
congra tu la tions fo r your fine fin ­
ancia l standing, w ith  no back b ill 
at a ll!

O A K LA N D —“ The on ly  way to 
place our sm all branch on the 
po litica l and trade un ion map of 
the in d u s tr ia l Oakland is to get 
out a m in im um  of between 100 to 
125 copies o f the A P P E A L each 
week. T h is  w o rk  is im perative . 
We owe i t  to our movement, and 
the branch has unanim ously voted 
to s ta rt th is  w ork im m edia te ly .”

T h is  branch, lik e  the Reading, 
Pa. branch has undertaken th is  
w ork en tire ly  o f its  own vo litio n , 
w ith  no prodd ing whatsoever from  
the office. We are 100% agree­
able to ge tting  th is  w o rk  under 
way, Oakland, and are glad to 
cooperate w ith  you. We look fo r­
ward to your reports, and know 
now th a t w ith  such de term ination , 
they are going to sound a lo t 
lik e  the live -w ire  com m unications 
from  Frisco and L . A.
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British Give 
Way to Japan 
On Asia Front

By GEORGE S TERN

The B r it is h  re tre a t in A sia  is ta k in g  on the 
semblance o f a rou t. On A u g u s t 8 the B r it is h  
V ice roy o f Ind ia  announced a new and s lig h tly  
m ere precise prom ise o f dom in ion sta tus fo r  In ­
d ia . . .  a f te r  the w ar. On A ug . 9, the W ar O ffice 
in  London announced w ith d ra w a l o f a ll B r it is h  
forces fro m  Peking, T ien ts in , and Shanghai. The 
entrenched positions o f a cen tu ry  and m ore are 
being given up. The power o f im p e ria l B r ita in , 

so long in  decline, is v is ib ly  d issolving.

The new prom ise to  Ind ia  is no less em pty 
tha n  a ll those th a t have gone before. B u t i t  is 
c le a rly  tinged w ith  the desperation o f an im p e ria l 
reg im e th a t knows its  end is d ra w in g  near. Lord 
L in lith g o w ’s s ta tem ent was c le a rly  an appeal to 
the  na tive  ru lin g  classes o f Ind ia , p rom is ing  “ free 
pa rtn e rsh ip ”  in  the B r it is h  Com m onwealth in 
r e tu rn  fo r  support aga inst the th re a t o f complete 
subm ersion o f B r it is h  power im p lic it  in  the Ger­
man m arch o f conquest. As a gage o f th is  “ p a r t­
ne rsh ip ” , the V iceroy g rac ious ly  o ffe rs  to accept 
“ representative Ind ians”  as members o f h is A d ­
v iso ry  Council and to  establish in addition a “ Wan 
A d v iso ry  C ouncil”  wh ich is to com prise rep re ­
sentatives o f the Ind ian  states and “ o ther in te r­
ests”  in  Ind ian  na tiona l life . F in a lly , he prom ised 
th a t a fte r  the w a r the  Ind ians w ou ld  themselves 
be pe rm itte d  to  d raw  up th e ir  own constitu tion .

T h a t these p i t i fu l ly  m eager o ffe rs  should be 
regarded in London as substantia l “ concessions”  
on B r ita in ’s p a r t is  an ind ica tion  o f the  w ho lly  
d ic ta to r ia l and au tocra tic  na tu re  o f B r ita in ’s pre­
sent ru le  over the 350,000.000 people o f Ind ia . 
A s  the pressure on the B r it is h  E m p ire  increases 
and draws closer to Ind ia  its e lf, we m ay expect 
s t i l l  broader prom ises, w id e r concessions. B rita in , 
a f te r  a ll, has no th ing  to lose bu t the chains w ith  
w h ich  i t  has held Ind ia  bound.

M ean ing  o f  R e trea t in  C h ina
In  China the re tre a t is necessarily m ore p re ­

c ip ita te . There Japanese pressure has increased 
in  p ropo rtion  to the scope and im m ediacy o f the 
German th re a t to  B r ita in . The B r it is h  were f irs t  
compelled to close the B urm a Road and now, 
aw are o f th e ir  to ta l in a b ili ty  to  res is t fu r th e r  
incursions, are p u llin g  ou t o f N o rth  and C entra l 
China a ltoge ther.

The actua l forces involved are sm all— a few  
ba tta lions. B u t they represent the  entrenched 
pow er o f more than a century, measured in  in ­
vestm ents to ta llin g ' about one b illio n  do lla rs. 
T h is  power was asserted in the course o f a series 
o f  bloody w ars waged aga inst the a lm ost to ta lly  
defenseless Chinese. The w ith d ra w a l from  
Shanghai ends the B r it is h  re ign  in  the  Yangtze 
D e lta  established by the O pium  W ar o f 1842 and 
“ lega lized”  by the T re a ty  o f 1843, signed, sym ­
b o lica lly  enough, aboard a B r it is h  w a rsh ip  at 
N ank ing . The w ith d ra w a l fro m  P eking and 
T ien ts in  te rm inates the period ushered in by the 
bloody A ng lo -F rench  invasion o f N o rth  China in 
1858 and 1860, and again in  1900.

I t  is  no t the passing o f B r it is h  power in  China 
th a t is to  be mourned, bu t the m anner o f it. 
T h irtee n  years ago the Chinese peoples rose in 
th e ir  scores o f m illio ns  in  a movem ent th a t 
threatened fo r  a tim e to  d rive  the B r it is h  and 
th e ir  im p e ria lis t r iv a ls  together in to  the Pacific 
whence they  came. I t  was then, in  1927, th a t the 
Powers rushed troops to Shanghai to defend the 
w ea lth  o f the In te rn a tio n a l S e ttlem ent against 
the  th re a t o f Chinese na tiona lism . T h a t’s how 
1,200 U . S. m arines happen to  be there. The 
Com m unist In te rn a tio n a l o f S ta lin  allowed th a t 
g re a t movem ent o f the Chinese w orkers and 
peasants to  be yoked to the land lords and cap i­
ta lis ts , represented by Chiang K ai-shek and tha 
K oum in tang . F o r crum bs fro m  the im p e ria lis t 
tab le, Chiang beheaded the movem ent and es­
tab lished an im p e ria lis t puppet reg im e over the 
dead bodies o f thousands o f slaughtered m ilita n ts .

T he  Netv S lavem aster
The K uom in tang  reg im e n a tu ra lly  could do 

no th in g  to release China fro m  the im p e ria lis t 
strang lehold. I t  served on ly  to  deepen the chaos 
in  Chinese economic li fe  and la id  the coun try  
open to  the depredations o f the Japanese im ­
p e ria lis ts  w h ich were renewed on a la rge  scale 
in  1931.

N ow  the tu rns  in  the wheel o f im p e ria lis t 
po litics  have placed Japan in  a position to a t­
tem p t to  displace the  B r it is h  E m p ire  as prim e 
power in  Asia . The B r it is h  are go ing  down, not 
before the overw helm ing onslaught o f slaves in 
re v o lt bu t under the blows o f r iv a l slavemasters. 
B r ita in ’s passing in  th is  w ay fro m  the scene is 
no a u gu ry  fo r  a fre e r China. I t  becomes ra th e r 
an episode in a new stage o f  Chinese enslave­
ment.

Hongkong, F rench Indo-China, Singapore, the 
D utch Ind ies a ll lie  now a t approaching stations 
on tho Japanese m arch o f conquest. U p u n t il the 
collapse o f F rance i t  had Ibeen gene ra lly  under­
stood th a t U . S. im peria lism  stood ready to cha l­
lenge these advances and to  f ig h t fo r  its  own 
“ r ig h t ”  to succeed to  the m astery in Asia . Now 
instead the lo rds o f W a ll S tree t and W ashington 
have to look to th e ir  ho ld ings in  the Am ericas. 
The 1200 U. S. m arines in Shanghai m ust soon 
fo llo w  the B r it is h  in  re tre a t. There m ay not be 
much o f a fu tu re  in it ,  bu t the present belongs 
to  Japan in  Asia .

W illiam Knudsen is seen talking to Hugh John­
son, vociferous New Deal opponent, and is warned 
by a reporter that President Roosevelt’s personal 
secretary, Marguerite Lehand, has observed him. 
“Calm yourself,” says Knudsen, “this is the 
United States, not Germany. They don’t  fire or 
shoot people here for talking to opponents of the 
head of the government.” Minneapolis W PA  
strikers know otherwise.

THE NATIONAL DEFENSE LIE
The M organ-D uP ont Defense C ouncil Is  No P a rtn e r To The A m e rica n  W orkers

B y S A M  M A R C Y
O pportun ity , we’ve often heard, 

knocks on ly once. For the bank­
ers and in du s tria lis ts , fo r the 
steel k ings and m otor magnates, 
fo r  the m un itions  m akers and 
stock exchange speculators,—fo r  
a ll im p e ria lis t vu ltu res who feast 
on the bloody business called W ar, 
—oppo rtun ity  to coin b illion s  out 
of human carnage has struck 
again!

For th is , the second tim e, they  
have waited fo r years. They  have 
prepared fo r i t  in  advance. In  
th e ir  hearts they  secretly wished 
fo r it .  hoped fo r it .  Only in  pub­
lic , before the broad masses o f 
the to il in g  people, who yearn fo r 
peace, who have no th ing  to gain 
by im p e ria lis t w ar, do they  cloak 
themselves in the guise of “ an­
gels of peace.”

O nly production of m ateria ls  
and ins trum en ts  fo r  w a r can now 
lu re  the bankers and in d u s tr ia l­
ists in to  investing  in  in d u s try  
again. Only production of bombs, 
shells, cruisers and destroyers can 
b rin g  back fa t pro fits  again. The 
gearing of the whole economic 
system to the production of arm a­
ments is the one choice now le ft 
open to the cap ita lis ts  whereby 
they can send id le  men back to 
id le  factories; id le  b illion s  rest­
ing in  the coffers o f the banks, 
back in to  the process o f c ircu la ­
tion.

The bankers and bosses know 
th is. They have known th is  ever 
since the economic collapse of Oc­
tober, 192!). That is w hy they 
have contem ptuously cast aside 
every o ther method proposed to 
reh ab ilita te  the to tte r in g  cap ita l­
is t system by o ther means than 
production fo r war.

F irs t Hoover attem pted to palm 
o ff h is cyn ica l plan to solve the

unemployment problem by u rg in g  
the unemployed to sell apples on 
the street corners. Then came 
the crack-pot technierats who 
urged upon the cap ita lis ts  a plan 
to salvage the profits system 
"s c ie n tifica lly ” . Then followed 
the grandiose schemes of the NRA 
and the AAA and the mushroom 
grow th of the Townsendites and 
“ Ham ’n Eggers” .

F o r a ll these schemes and pan­
aceas, the cap ita lis ts  had on ly 
fear and contempt. A t most these 
e ffo rts  were calculated to raise 
the purchasing powers o f the m il­
lions of s ta rv ing  masses whose in ­
comes were liqu ida ted by the de­
pression; but tha t could tem por­
a r i ly  revive on ly  l ig h t industry . 
The g igan tic  productive forces 
w h ich  constitu te  heavy in d u s try  
remained stagnant through a ll 
I he years o f Roosevelt’s New Deal 
experim ents.

Even pow erfu l shots in  the arm 
lik e  s lic ing  the value of the dol­
la r  v ir tu a lly  in  ha lf, and the m il­
lions of do llars pumped in to  the 
W. P. A. construction projects, 
could not do more than act as a 
mere tem porary short-lived s tim u ­
la n t in jected in to  the corroded 
and decaying body of cap ita lism . 
Only the prospect o f la rge scale 
armaments, o f trans fo rm ing  the 
country in to  a t ita n ic  fac to ry  fo r 
the production of the instrum ents 
o f death could hold, out the pos­
s ib il i ty  of high pro fits on the clas­
sical scale.

T ha t is w hy the so-called N ational 
Defense program  has been greeted 
wit'n such enthusiasm  by a ll la y ­
ers of the cap ita lis t class. That 
is w hy the prospect fo r w ar orders 
has been greeted w ith  such ap­
plause from  the topnotcli down 
to the small-scale m anufacturer 
of kha k i suits.

Gone are the days when the 
cap ita lis t press p ictured the Roos­
evelt government as a “ Commun­
is t f ro n t” . Gone are the days 
when the New Deal President 
lashed at the cap ita lis ts  w ith  the 
ep ithet of “ economic roya lis ts ” .

F o r now the top-most layers of 
the economic roya lis ts  occupy the 
m ig h ty  seats on the N ational De­
fense Commission, the body which 
has charge of dispensing the b i l­
lions of do llars fo r w ar orders.

Gone are the days when dis­
gusting ly  hypocritica l cartoons 
depicted the sorrow fu l figure of 
the humble tax-payer bearing the 
b runt of the governm ent’s expen­
d itu res fo r feeding the m illio ns  of 
unemployed. No longer do we see 
the caricatured figure of F. D. R. 
p r im in g  the pump in  an extrava­
gant e ffo rt to make his New Deal 
agencies w ork. T ha t figure has 
vanished, and th a t too. in  the 
very heat of a pres identia l elec­
tion  campaign. A t least the fe rv ­
ent p rayer o f the upper m iddle 
class, “ th a t governm ent and in ­
dustry  should learn to cooperate” , 
to save the decaying cap ita lis t 
system, is find ing  rea liza tion .

Now the droves of cap ita lis ts 
and th e ir  lobbyists, who are 
sw arm ing in to  W ashington in  o r­
der to so lic it w a r orders, greet 
the W ar Deal offic ia ls  w ith  smiles 
and congra tu ltions.

N A T IO N A L  D E F E N S E  IS  A  
L IE  TO FO O L US

The N ational Defense Program 
is the program o f the biggest 
bankers, in d u s tria lis ts  and m un i­
tions kings. I t  is th e ir  great ad­
venture in  p lundering  the m illio n s  
of masses under the false and 
deceptive slogan o f N a tiona l De­
fense.

The slogan o f N a tiona l Defense

is being paraded more and more 
by h ire ling s  of tho cap ita lis t 
press, the rad io  and the movies 
as the a ll-na tiona l task of one 
big fam ily , of one large pa rtner­
ship, a ll s tr iv in g  unselfishly to 
accomplish one great common end. 
the defense of the na tion  against 
a dangerous outside enemy.

N o th ing  could be more false! 
The mask of hypocrisy and decep­
tion  can easily be to rn  from  the 
face of the cap ita lis t apologists 
even by the most cursory exam in­
ation o f the e lem entary facts in ­
volved in  the so-called program 
of N a tiona l Defense.

A R E  W E  P A R TN E R S  
W IT H  J. P. M O R G AN ?

“ You are a pa rtn e r in  the great 
task o f N a tiona l Defense,”  shout 
the h ire ling s  o f the cap ita lis t 
press to the workers, farm ers and 
poor m iddle class. V ery well 
then, le t us see w hat th is  p a rt­
nership amounts to.

The N ationa l A dvisory Commis­
sion was appointed by Roosevelt 
to take fu l l  charge in  executing 
the program  o f N a tiona l Defense. 
I ts  chief power lies in  the fact 
tha t i t  can purchase and order a ll 
the m achinery, m ateria ls  and a r­
maments necessary in  the b u ild ­
in g  of the w ar machine. Thus 
Edward R. S te ttin ius , “ resigned”  
head o f J. P. M organ’s U. S. Steel 
Corporation, is in  charge o f the 
production and purchase of raw  
m ateria ls. W illia m  S. Knudsen. 
“ fu rloughed”  head o f General M o­
tors Corporation, is in  charge of 
p roduction and purchase o f a li 
the m anufactured goods necessary 
fo r the equipm ent o f the armed 
forces. Ralph G. Budd, a Morgan 
man who operates many o f the 
ra ilroads contro lled by Morgan, 
is in  charge of transporta tion .

Labor’s Answer to Conscription
(Continued fro m  page 1)

drew up regulations laying down the one method of exemp­
tions of this type Which the army and navy and those they 
speak for— the capitalist class as a whole— w ill use for any 
b ill they vote for. Under these regulations, to enter a claim 
for exemption (deferment), a worker w ill have to submit two 
affidavits, one by his immediate superior, one by the executive 
head of the company by which he is employed.

These affidavits w ill be the sole method of determining 
whether that worker is or is not entitled to exemption be­
cause of his indispensability in the work he is doing. M ilitan t 
trade unionists w ill be gotten rid of by the simple device of 
their employers refusing to sign their affidavits, while finks 
w ill he rewarded with affidavits. I t ’s the chance of a lifetime 
for union-busting bosses!

These regulations are known to every student, even a 
casual one, of the conscription system. Yet not a word about 
them has been said by either the AFL or CIO officials. Is it 
because they are afraid to scratch too deep in making their 
criticism of the conscription b ill, since they know that these 
regulations are designed to be used in connection with any 
conscription bill, no matter how “ liberal”  it  sounds? Yet deep 
they must scratch, i f  Ihey are to be considered loyal to the 
interests of the many millions of union men for whom they 
speak.

We have now seen what w ill happen in industry, where 
the conscription regulations w ill help employers to weed out 
m ilitant unionists and hold that threat as a club over the 
organized workers. That w ill be the regime in the factories. 
. . .  .And now let us ask a question, ( still from a " Simon pure”  
union standpoint) which Lewis and Green do not even hint 
at. What w ill happen to the workers who are drafted into 
the army? What kind of regime' w ill they live under?

The A rm y ’ s Open Shop Regime
Lewis and Green are able to escape raising this question 

because most workers, unfortunately, arc not thinking about 
this problem. These workers do not give thought to the nature 
o f the regime in the army because tht/y take the present na­
ture of the army for granted. As i f  to say; “ That’s what 
armies have been, are, and w ill be” . But they are profoundly 
wrong; and they must change their mind on this key question, 
i f  the working class is not to become the slave of m ilita ry  dic­
tatorship and fascism.

There was a time when there were no trade unions. The 
open shop was all that workers knew. The boss had v irtua lly  
the power of life and death over the workers. And since they 
had no experience of any other kind of regime in the factory, 
many workers did not th ink o f the possibility of any otheu 
kind. They were in the same state of mind as most union men 
today are about the possibility of a different kind of regime 
in the armed forces. It took a. vanguard of class-conscious 
workers to arouse the mass of workers to realize that the open 
shop was not an immutable law of nature. The same kind of 
vanguard is needed today to arouse the mass of workers to 
realize that the open shop in the armed forces is neither a law 
of nature nor the only way to train millions in the m ili­
tary arts.

There is, of course, an explanation why the open shop in 
industry has given way to the unionization of many millions 
of workers, while the open shop has remained in the army. 
Unionization of industry is not a direct and immediate threat 
to the power and property of the bosses. Not so long as they 
retain the open shop in the army. Whenever union demands 
become too intolerable to the bosses, they use the open shop 
army (which in this sense includes the police and the National 
Guard) to drive back the unions.

But the army could not be used for these anti-labor pur­
poses if  the officers did not have the power of life  and death 
over the ranks of the soldiers. Only under that power can the

officers drive young workers and farmers in uniforms to 
smash picket lines.

I f  simple democratic rights existed.in the army—the right 
of the rank and file to gather and discuss without the super­
vision of officers, the right of the rank and file to publish a 
newspaper of their own, their right- to elect committees to 
present their grievances to the officers, etc.— it would become 
impossible for the army to be used as an anti-labor force. 
Just for that reason the army remains an open shop, i.e., a 
place where the workers have no rights at all.

I f  Lewis and Green were really representing the interests 
of the labor movement, their criticism of the conscription b ill 
would include a denunciation of the open shop regime in the 
army. And this denunciation would, of course, prevent them 
from advocating mass enlistments into the open shop army.

I f  N ot C onscrip tion , Then W hat?
I f  Lewis and Green were really leading the workers, in­

stead of leaning on the most backward layers they can find 
among the workers, they would not be letting capitalist de­
magogues like Wheeler and Vandenberg "speak for Labor”  
in Congress on the conscription question. Instead they would 
say:

“ The quarrel in Congress is a difference of opinion bet­
ween two sections of the bosses over which is the best method 
of getting an open shop army which w ill be used for the bene­
fit of the capitalists and against the interests of the workers. 
We don’t take either the side of the pro-conscriptionists or 
the sidfe of the ‘volunteers’. Those two alternatives are not 
the only ways to train the workers in the m ilita ry  arts.

“ There is another way, one which is in the interests of 
Labor. And that way is through our trade unions! Just as 
our unions make possible our very existence, giving us the 
ab ility  to l if t  our heads like men in the factories and to live 
like human beings at home, so our unions can enable us to 
undergo m ilitary training in the atmosphere of the union hall 
and not in that of the barracks. Compulsory m ilita ry tra in­
ing? Yes! But only under the direct control of the trad® 
unions.”

That, in short, would be a working class answer to the 
question of how the workers of this country should receive 
training in m ilita ry  arts.

Moreover, it provides a common ground on which all 
sections of the labor movement should be able to agree. We, 
the members of the Socialist Workers Party, have a funda­
mental disagreement w ith Lewis and Green on the war ques­
tion; they w ill support the capitalist government of the Unit­
ed States in any war it undertakes, while we say that the 
working class should answer such a war by taking over gov­
ernmental power, and then defending a Workers’ United 
States. But let all sections of the labor movement agree on 
one thing: that for all eventualities it  is well for all able- 
bodied workers to undergo m ilita ry  training— under the con­
trol of the trade unions.

Labor’ s M ilita ry  Program
Along this line, Labor has a clear and unambiguous 

answer to make to the government’s demand that the masses 
undergo m ilita ry training:

“ Yes, we are for m ilita ry  training. We don’t want to see 
worker-soldiers go into battle without proper training and 
equipment. Nor do we want worker-soldiers in the hands of 
capitalist officers who have no regard for the treatment, the 
protection and the lives of the men under them.

“ Therefore we demand federal funds for the m ilita ry 
training of workers and worker-officers under the control of 
the trade unions. Does that mean we want m ilita ry  appro­
priations? Yes— but only for the establishment and equip­
ment of workers’ training camps!

“ Does this mean compulsory m ilita ry  training of work­
ers? Yes— but only under the control of the trade unions!”

Thsse are the men in  whom is 
rested tiie  fu ll power to  dispense 
the 14 to 25 b illion s  of do llars 
w h ich  w i l l  be appropria ted by 
Congress. These men are tiie  
very top o f A m erica ’s S ix ty  Fam ­
ilies, the rea l ru le rs  of the United 
States. I t  w i l l  be noticed tha t these 
are the  men who have the fu ll 
power to purchase a ll m ateria ls  
and equipment. The power to 
purchase is the greatest tha t can 
be conferred upon a body which 
is responsible not to an electorate 
but m ere ly to the one who ap­
pointed them.

The other members of t iie  Na­
tion a l Defense Commission are 
m erely advisors, whose powers are 
extrem ely restric ted  i f  they have 
any at a ll. They are: Chester 
Davis, supposed representative of 
the farm ers, but in re a lity  repre­
sentative o f the b ig  ag ricu ltu ra l 
cap ita lis ts ; H a rr ie t  E ll io t t  and 
Leon Henderson, “ representing”  
tho consumers, whose m ain taslt 
w il l he to exp la in the constantly 
r is in g  cost of l iv in g  and to de­
m onstrate the u tte r  im p oss ib ility  
o f stopping w ar pro fiteering . And 
last but not least, Sidney H illm an  
to “ represent”  labor. W ith  re ­
gard to his job we sha ll have 
occasion to speak la te r a t greater 
length.

H O W  T H E  D E F E N S E  
C O M M IS S IO N  P U R C H ASES

Now the purchasing of m ate­
ria ls  and the p lac ing of w ar o r­
ders w orks in  somewhat the fo l­
low ing  m anner. The Defense 
Commission finds i t  necessary to 
order the purchase of 2.000 r a i l­
road cars to transport troops and 
equipment.

The Defense Commission has 
no power to w a lk  in to  the offices 
o f the ra ilroa d  magnates, set a 
fixed price and command the del­
ive ry  of the cars w ith in  a s tip u ­
lated period. No, these would be 
construed to be d ic ta to r ia l and 
a rb itra ry  powers and regarded as 
reg im entation of indus try .

W hat re a lly  happens when the 
defense commission wants to p u r­
chase 2.000 cars is as fo llows: The 
ra ilroad  magnates subm it a price. 
Since the ra ilroads are to a very 
large extent in  the hands o f a 
few m illio na ires  such as the M or­
gans, V anderb ilts, etc., the price 
is jacked up to a greater extent 
than i t  would o rd in a r ily  be, since 
i t  is  easy to a rrive  a t an agree­
ment among the big  ra ilroad  mag­
nates who can easily shut out 
any serious com petition.

The price is then subm itted to 
the proper purchasing agent in 
th is  p a rtic u la r case Ralph G. 
Budd.

I t  would pu ll a real laugh from  
anyone who knows the ins and 
outs of the re la tionsh ip  between 
the cap ita lis t governm ent and the 
cap ita lis t class to believe tha t 
when Ralph »G. Budd in  the ca­
pac ity  o f an agent of the govern­
ment, meets h is  ra ilroa d  collea­
gues at the nego tia ting  table, tha t 
a real, bona fide sale takes place.

Take the case of a hum ble m u­
n itions  m anufacture r lik e  DuTont 
de Nemours. T h is  dynasty has 
had a complete monopoly even 
p r io r  to the last w ar, in  the manu­
facture of gun-powder. Th is dyn­
asty contro ls the en tire  state of 
Delaware and owns lock, stock 
and barre l the c ity  of W ilm in g ­
ton and a ll the suburbs where its  
m un itions  plants are located.

Perhaps i t  has not m any friends 
among the broad masses of people 
and p a rtic u la r ly  among its  own 
workers bu t i t  ce rta in ly  can find 
a warm-hearted fr ie n d  in  the per­
son o f J. P. M organ whose vast 
hold ings in  the company are too 
immense and in tr ic a te  fo r  us to 
recount here.

Suffice i t  to say tha t E. R. S tet­
tin ius , who represents Morgan, 
w i l l  not fa il to recognize M organ’s 
close re la tion  in the person of the 
duPonts. The duPonts do no t 

m ere ly d icta te th e ir  own price fo r 
li ic  products, they also ask tha t 
the governm ent present them 
w ith  a g i f t  in  the form  of new 
m un itions  factories, to be paid fo r 
by the governm ent and kept by the 
duPonts a fte r the orders are 
filled.

T H E Y  C A L L  IT  
“ A M O R T IZ A T IO N ”

To camouflage the real character 
of th is  merciless p lundering  and 
unprecedented p ilfe r in g  o f the 
people’s pockets, the bankers and 
bosses have termed these shady 
transactions “ am ortiza tion ”  of 
p lan t expansion, "coverage o f as­
sumed r is k s ”  and other high- 
sounding but nevertheless, decep­
tive  phraseology.

Such is a rough bu t m ild  
sketch o f the standing of the firs t 
pa rtner— the cap ita lis ts—in  tiie  
so-called program  o f na tional de­
fense. Now le t us tu rn  to the 
other “ pa rtn e r” , the broad masses 
of to il in g  people w ith o u t whose 
labor not a wheel can be turned.

( A  second a rtic le  in  th is  
series appears n e x t week)

An Anti-Labor 
Clown Tries 
Red-Baiting

By M A R K  K N IG H T
LOS A N G E L E S — C la im ing  the discovery o f 

a “ Com m unist m urder p lo t and w idespread- 5th 
column a c t iv ity ,”  B uron F itts , D is tr ic t  A tto rn e y  
o f Los Angeles County, candidate fo r  ree lection 
in  the  approaching elections, h it  the headlines 
w ith  the a rre s t o f longshorem an B r i t t  'Webster 
o f San Pedro, on charges o f hav ing  been im p li­
cated in  the five yea r old k il l in g  o f John R ilqy , 
m em ber o f the Sailors U n ion o f the Pacific.

F it ts  charged th a t the m urde r o f R iley  was 
com m itted  by members o f the C om m unist P a r ty  
who were a tte m p tin g  to  take con tro l o f the S. 
U . P. Lead ing  o f f  w ith  these charges F it ts  be­
gan a Grand J u ry  in ves tig a tion  o f a ll com m unist 
ac tiv ities , p rom is ing  to  prove the existence o f 
“ a p lo t to  k i l l  H e n ry  F o rd  and o ther prom inen t 
in d u s tr ia lis ts .”

B r it t ,  arrested on F rid a y , was kep t incom ­
m unicado fo r  th ree days and was f in a lly  produced 
in c o u rt a fte r  h is  a tto rneys  secured a w r i t  o f 
habeas corpus.

U s ing  the  charges aga inst the longshorem an 
as a c u rta in  opener, F it ts  began to  parade be­
fo re  the Grand J u ry  w itnesses who played a 
p rom inen t p a r t  in  previous “ a n ti- lte d ”  in ves ti­
gations. The f ir s t  was John Leech, renegade 
m ember fro m  the C. P., w itness in the Bridges 
hearing  and before the Dies com m ittee, who be­
gan w ith  his now fa m il ia r  s to ry  about com m un­
is t  a c tiv ity .

A lso called as a w itness was Rena M . Vale, 
another renegade fro m  the C. P. who had p re ­
v io us ly  tes tified  before the state assembly in ­
ve s tig a tin g  com m ittee and before the  Dies com­
m ittee , where she also made cla im s to knowledge 
o f T ro ts k y ite  a c tiv ity .

M ak ing  ce rta in  th a t h is “ in ves tig a tion " 
would continue to  be p u b lic ity  m a te ria l, F it ts  
claim ed to have subpoenaed m ovie comedian 
L ione l S tander, actress Gale Sondergaard, mov.ie 
d irec to r H e rbe rt B iberm an, p la y w rig h ts  C lif fo rd  
Odets and Samuel O rn itz .

This, according to  F itts , is b u t the beginn ing 
o f a long and detailed expose. M ore than  50 w it ­
nesses have a lready been called before the Grand 
Ju ry .

So fa r  F it ts  has made tw o p lays ; one, the 
San Pedro k il l in g . The second p la y  was the tes­
tim ony o f Leech about “ com m unist”  in f i lt ra t it f j)  
in to  the S tate R e lie f a d m in is tra tion . T h is  same 
s to ry  was produced by another po litic ian , Assem? 
blym an Y o rty , about a yea r ago, us ing m any o f 
the same witnesses. A t  th a t tim e  the en tire  ox* 
pose served on ly  one purpose. I t  proved th a t 
Y o rty , who had been p lay in g  about w ith  the  
S ta lin is ts  was no longer one o f S ta lin ’s boys b u t 
was t r y in g  to- make good w ith  b ig  business, t r y f  
in g  his best to prove th a t he was now v io le n tly  
an ti-red .

F itts  N o to r io u s ly  A n ti-L a b o r
F it ts ’ problem  is no t to  prove he is an ti-labor. 

I l is  record is p roo f enough o f th is . Los Angeles 
county has w itnessed some o f the crudest labbf 
fram e-ups in the coun try . F it ts ’ o ffice has issued 
com pla in ts o f the fts , k idnapp ing , p ickpocketing, 
assault and b a tte ry , conspiracy, ex to rtio n , and 
a lm ost every o ther fe lo ny  defined in  the penal 
code aga inst trade-un ion is ts . M any o f these were 
dismissed a t the p re lim in a ry  hearings.

I t  was th is  o ff ic ia l who directed the Douglas 
s it  down s tr ik e  case in  1937, causing the  a rre s t 
o f over tw o hundred a irc ra f t  s tr ik e rs  o f whom  
23 were f in a lly  convicted a fte r  tw o  le n g th y  tr ia ls .

As a D is tr ic t  A tto rn e y  F it ts  has proved to  
he a ty p ic a l p o litic ian . Round about election tim e  
he has always kep t a w eather eye on the p o lit ic a l 
w inds and on w atch fo r  opportun ities  fo r  pub­
lic ity .  D u rin g  the recent 5th column scare he 
a ttem pted to  leap on the  band-wagon o f  the  
w itc h  hunters 'by ra v in g  about his secret in fo r ­
m ation  on the “ Red Danger.”

H e sta rted  a grandiose p lan o f o rgan iza tion  
aga inst the 5th colum n and was f in a lly  squelched 
by the F. B. I., w h ich  saw the danger o f th is  
m ountebank by his antics exposing th e ir  plan? 
to  w h ip  up enough hys te ria  to smoke-screen th e ir  
ca re fu l moves to  hogtie  labor.

W hy H e  Needs I t
Buron F it ts  has n o t on ly  exposed h im se lf 

com plete ly before labo r fo r  w h a t he is, an agent 
o f business, b u t he has fa lle n  in to  d is favo r w ith  
an im p o rta n t section o f in d u s try  in  Southern 
C a lifo rn ia . Several p rom inen t po litic ian s  are op* 
posing him  in  the com ing elections.

There is D ockw eille r, m ember o f a po w e rfu l 
p o litica l fa m ily  in C a lifo rn ia ; B onne lli, a power­
fu l o ff ic ia l in  the  in flu e n tia l S tate Board o f 
E qua liza tion , who was recen tly  subjected by 
F it ts  to  a le n g th y  t r ia l  on grounds o f o ff ic ia l 
m isconduct and was fin a lly  acqu itted ; and Judge 
T ap lin , w ith  s trong  support, is ru n n in g  fo r  th is  
office.

W ith  th is  opposition F it ts  has desperately 
sought an issue on w h ich  he can aga in  prope l 
h im se lf in to  office.

We D o n ’ t W ant F it ts ’ H e lp
Labo r its e lf  is  aw are o f the rea l crim es o f 

the C om m unist P a rty ; i t  is becoming m ore con­
scious th a t the danger o f S ta lin ism  is no t to  
cap ita lism  b u t to the  w o rk in g  class. W e sha ll 
deal w ith  these people w ith o u t assistance fro m  
the agents o f cap ita lism .

The tr ic k s  o f F it ts  m ust be exposed. B u t the 
on ly  rea l lesson we can d raw  fro m  th is  p o lit ic a l 
burlesque is th a t labo r m ust step- in to  po litics  
independently o f a ll c a p ita lis t pa rties  and can ­
didates and step in  w ith  a labo r program . O nly 
a labo r p a r ty  w ith  la bo r candidates can begin 
the task o f defending labo r’s in te rests and p u tt­
in g  an end to  such m iserable tom foo le ry  th a t  
clowns lik e  F it ts  continue to  parade before as 
in  an e f fo r t  to  continue the dom ination o f capital 
over labor.
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Somebody’s Lying
On August 9 the New York Times reported the 

■following:
“ Of the money made available by Congress 

on July 1 to pay for the projected air armada of 
the army and navy, 45 percent of the army’s share 
has been contracted for and 75 percent of the 
navy’s has been committed in contracts formally 
awarded, W illiam  S. Knudsen (head of the Na­
tional Defense Advisory Commission) said in a 
jad io  program tonight (August 8).”

Next day, August 9, Col. Henry L. Stimson, 
the Secretary of War, appeared at a Congressional 
tax hearing and made, according to the Associated 
fress, the following statement:

“ Congress made available to the army during 
the month of June approximately $400,000,000 for 
airplanes, engines and accessories. Yet, today, al­
most seven weeks later, we have been able to sign 
contracts for the construction of but 33 planes of 
the 4,000 and more for which these appropriations 
were made."

On August 10 President Roosevelt came away 
from taking a look at the Boston and Portsmouth 
Navy Yards and the Arm y Arsenal at Watertown, 
Mass., and in a statement headlined by the Times, 
declared: “ Defense Program H itting  Its Stride, 
President Asserts".

“ Things are going along awfully well. I ’m very 
Well pleased with all I saw today and it  shows 
We are really getting into our stride.”

Compare Stimson’s w ith the other two state­
ments. Somebody’s lying!

Who is doing the lying? And why are they 
lying?

The answer is that all these gentlemen are sitt­
ing on the proverbial sharp horns of a dilemma 
and have to tell us two violently contradictory 
things at the same time.

They’ve got to say that everything is going 
;along swimmingly in order to avoid pointing the 
finger right at the cause of the breakdown in the 
arms drive— the unyielding demand of the big 
capitalists for v irtua lly  unrestricted profits.

A t the same time they have to put the fear of 
the lord into the Congressional committees now 
being asked to take the lid o ff all profit restrictions.

But above all they have got to cover up the 
fact that the big bosses of the country, the steel 
magnates and shipbuilders and plane manufactur­
ers, are holding a gun at the country’s head— "In ­
sure us our profits or to hell w ith  your defenses.”

Appearing before the same committee as Stim­
son a day after his radio appearance, W illiam  
Knudsen complained that he “ had been unable to 
give contractors assurance their expansion costs 
could be amortized (i.e. written o ff out of earnings 
in computing tax returns).”  Stimson, after making 
his startling revelation about planes, did not go 
on to denounce the actual saboteurs of the arms 
program but pleaded that the risk ( ! ! )  these manu­
facturers have to undertake "is one that is entitled 
to special consideration.”

And while these hands are reaching into the 
public pocket, Roosevelt takes a squint at a few 
government arms shops—government, not private 
shops—and says that "things”  are going fine. 
Everything is h itting its stride. Roosevelt steers 
Cautiously clear of saying how things are going in 
the private plants which have to produce the great 
bulk of the planes, ships, and guns for which these 
billions of public money have been taken. Roose­
velt knows when to keep his mouth shut.

Because when the bosses come to Washington 
'and demand bigger and bigger slices of the rich 
booty now being handed out, they are speaking 
fo r the real rulers of the country whose overwhelm­
ing interest is not that of the people but is only 
the interest in their own profits.

Out of this foul mess the lesson emerges with 
ever-increasing c larity : the American people w ill 
be able to organize their defense in a world torn 
by imperialist war only if  they first wrest power 
from the hands of the capitalists who now wield 
it. This job can be done only by the workers who 
turn all the wheels, handle all the tools and w ill 
handle all the guns.

The old rotten system does not work anymore. 
It could not work in peace because out of its own 
womb it produced war and mass privation. And 
now we see that its guiding profit motive stymies 
even' its own plans for participation in the war.

The Army’s Politics
The kind of government for. the United States 

which is desired by the U. S. A rm y’s officers may 
be surmised from an article in the July 20 Army 
and Navy Journal on “ Why France Collapsed” , 
by Col. T. Bentley Mott.

W ith  the usual professional solidarity, he has 
nothing but praise for the French Arm y’s officer- 
staff. He blames it  all on French democracy; his 
diatribe, indeed, reads like a Nazi indictment of 
democracy: “ For ten years politicians eager for 
power and foreign agitators paid to disrupt the 
country preached war between the classes.. .None 
was more influential than M. B lum .. .French boys 
in public schools were being poisoned with pacifist 
doctrines and class hatred by teachers, in great 
part communists, organized into unions affiliated 
w ith subversive groups.. .During all this time of 
internal strife and external vacillation the army 
escaped contamination.. . ”

I le grows eloquent in praise of the new fascist 
government. Petain and Weygand took power be­
cause everybody “ knew that the only hope of sal­
vation lay in public servants such as these— men 
who had spent 50 years of sober living under mod­
est circumstances, in silence, thinking only of serv­
ing France." Had France been under this Petain 
regime when the war began, “ the result would have 
been different.”

Nor does Col. M ott spare the obvious conclu­
sion : “ Foreign affairs in time of crisis cannot be 
conducted by newspapers and their readers. They 
have to be directed by a man.”

The man on horseback— that’s the kind of gov­
ernment that Col. M ott wants, and it  is plain 
enough from the publication of his article in such 
an authoritative m ilita ry  officers’ journal, that he 
speaks for the dominant section of the officer corps.

The first chance they get during the coming 
war, they w ill try  to foist that kind of government 
on us.

Capitalist democracy is finished, repudiated by 
its ow’n officer corps.

Either the revolutionary victory of the prole­
tariat and the establishment of a Workers’ Gov­
ernment, or a fascist regime—those are the only 
real alternatives of the coming period of m ilita r­
ism and war.

Lundeen’s Party
Senator Ernest Lundeen of Minnesota last w'eek 

issued a statement to the press declaring that 
"both” parties adhere to an interventionist policy” 
and that, therefore, "a new' national party”  is ne­
cessary. The new' party shall be organized by "La­
bor, the farmer, those who believe in cooperatives, 
those who believe in neutrality and placing our 
national interests before the interests of any other 
country.”  And "a ll good Americans who believe 
in absolute neutrality and America first" should 
ra lly  in convention at Chicago sometime before 
September I, "in  order that red-blooded Americans 
W'ho are not under European influence”  shall make 
their influence felt in the elections.

A party that would include those w'ho "place 
our national interests before the interests of any 
other country” , "America first”  advocates, etc., 
doesn’t have to be formed; there are two such 
parties already, the Democratic and Republican. 
Lundeen’s isolationist clap-trap, which would 
make the two parties out to be mere puppets of 
Britain, only serves to hide the fundamental truth 
that interventionism is being pursued precisely 
because o f "our” —the capitalist class'—national 
interests.

It is safe to predict that Lundeen won’t get 
anywhere with his demagogic proposition. The 
times are hostile to backwoods bunk. Lundeen’s 
own party, the Farmer-Labor Association of 
Minnesota, is fa lling apart, the remnants of it are 
seeking fusion with the Minnesota Democrats. It 
has been just such a party as Lundeen now pro­
poses nationally—calling on Labor and the far­
mers for its main support but w ith no thought of 
a class program for the workers and the poor 
farmers.

I f  there was one place where such a loose-joined 
party might conceivably have been successful, it 
was in the predominantly agricultural state ’ of 
Minnesota. But it d idn’t w'ork. Because it  was 
neither controlled by the trade unions nor did it 
fight on behalf of the trade unions, the w'orkers in 
the cities did not look upon it as their party; the 
same thing happened with the farmers. It was 
neither flesh, fish nor fowl. Apparently Lundeen 
has learned nothing from the Minnesota experience.

1 he only kind of party that can arise, in this 
period of sharp conflict of class interests, to chal­
lenge the two capitalist parties, is a Labor Party, 
constituted by and controlled by the trade unions! 
No sensible worker w ill l i f t  a finger to help Lun­
deen s venture. But many millions w ill be inspired 
to begin a new life when the trade unions call upon 
them to form a party of the masses. Lundeen sniffs 
the coming tidal wave and wants to ride it. But 
in a party directly controlled by the organizations 
o f the workers the Lundeens should have no place.

GPU’S O W N  AGENTS WILL "CONFESS” 
LINK W ITH TROTSKY, HE PREDICTS

M EXICO  CITY, August 7— Leon 
T ro tsky  warned yesterday, when 
lie received representatives o£ the 
Mexican and in te rna tiona l press, 
th a t the S ta lin is t leaders id e n ti­
fied and arrested by the Mexican 
police as pa rtic ipan ts  in  the a t­
tem pt to k i l l  Leon T ro tsky  on 
May 24, w i l l  sho rtly  “ confess” 
tha t they were agents of T ro tsky 
a ll the tim e.

H aving  fa iled to cover up the 
role o f the GPU by any other 
method, S ta lin ’s secret police must 
now resort to the desperate course 
of having th e ir  own p rinc ip a l 
agents label themselves “ T ro ts ­
ky is ts ” , i t  was predicted by 
T ro tsky.

Serrano’s Role
He emphasized p a rtic u la r ly  the 

ro le of David Serrano, member 
of the P o litica l Bureau o f the 
Mexican Com m unist Party , who 
was arrested by the police sho rt­
ly  a fte r the attem pted assassina­
tion  and is s t i l l  held. Another 
S ta lin is t under arrest, Mateos 
M artinez, named Serrano as the 
man who ordered him  to  arrange 
fo r some police un ifo rm s (the as­
sailan ts wore them in  the a ttack). 
Serrano’s fo rm er w ife , Ju lia , is 
also held, having adm itted that 
she had been employed as a spy 
on the T ro tsky  household, w ith  
the special task o f becoming in ­
tim a te  w ith  the police guard sta­
tioned outside.

“ Serrano” , T ro tsky  said, "spent 
s ix  years in Moscow, fro m  where 
he was sent to Spain (d u rin g  the 
c iv i l w a r) and nobody goes out 
of Russia w ith o u t the authoriza­
tion  of the GPU. Serrano func­
tioned in  Spain as a GPU agent 
and then came to Mexico as an 
im p o rtan t func tiona ry  of tha t 
body, w h ich  is the reason why he 
soon entered the P o litica l Buro 
of the Centra l Committee o f the 
Com m unist P a rty .”

GPU Has Siqueiros
David A lfa ro  Siqueiros, sought 

by the police as the d irec to r of 
the actual assault, is  h idden—in  
the hands of the GPU, T ro tsky

believes. Lu is  A renal, named by 
the police as the man who shot 
Robert Sheldon I la r te , T ro tsky 's  
secretary, is somewhere in  the 
U n ited States norv, having been 
seen there two weeks a fte r the 
attempted assassination.

“ W ill not the GPU demand that 
Siqueiros—under th rea t of death 
— declare tom orrow  th a t he has 
secretly been a “ T ro ts k y is t” ? W ill 
he not declare th a t they happened 
to k i l l  Bob H a rte  in  the course 1

The fo llo w in g  is  fro m  a le t­
te r to  a fr ie n d  by Leon T ro tsky .

I  don’t  know whether you have 
seen D w igh t M acdonald’s artic le  
in  the August issue of his PAR 
T IS A N  R E V IE W .

T h is  man was a d iscip le of 
Burnham , the in te lle c tua l snob. 
A fte r Burnham  deserted, Dw ight 
Macdonald was le ft in  Shacht- 
man’s pa rty  as the lone represen­
ta tive  of “ Science.”

On the question of fascism, Mac­
donald serves up a poor com pila­
tion  of p lag iarism  from  our arse­
nal w h ich he represents as his 
own discoveries and to w h ich  he 
opposes some bana lities th a t he 
characterizes as our ideas. The 
whole— w itlu fu t perspective, w ith ­
out p roportion and w ith o u t ele­
m entary in te lle c tua l honesty.

However, th is  is not the worst. 
B urnham ’s orphan procla im s: 
“ We m ust examine again w ith  a 
cold and sceptical eye, the most 
basic premises o f M arx ism ”  (Page 
266). And w hat m ust the poor 
“ W orkers P a rty ”  do du ring  th is  
period of "exam ination?”  W hat 
m ust the p ro le ta ria t do? They 
should w a it, of course, fo r the 
resu lt of D w igh t Macdonald's s tu ­
dy. T h is  resu lt w i l l  probably be 
Macdonald’s desertion h im se lf in to

of a fake assault? W ill not David 
Serrano confess tha t he lias been 
s im p ly  an agent, of the Dies Com­
m ittee  fo r  the organ ization o f 
p o litica l assassinations? Isn ’t  ‘E l 
Popular’ (Toledano's paper) now 
preparing an a rtic le  on th is  
theme? We know in  advance its  
sty le  of p a trio tic  in d ig n a tio n !”  

The S ta lin is ts  have o ffic ia lly  
disowned Siqueiros now, but not 
Serrano. I f  T ro ts k y ’s pred iction 
is  correct, th a t comes next!

the camp of Burnham .
The last fou r lines of the a r­

tic le  can be no th ing bu t prepara­
tion  fo r personal desertion. “ Only 
i f  we meet the storm y and te r­
rib le  years ahead w ith  both scep­
tic ism  and devotion— scepticism 
towards a ll theories, governments 
and social systems; devotion to 
the revo lu tiona ry  figh t of the 
masses— only then can we ju s tify  
ourselves as in te llec tua ls .”

R evo lu tionary a c tiv ity  based 
upon theoretica l scepticism is the 
most aw kward of inne r contradic­
tions. “ Devotion to the revo lu­
tio n a ry  figh t of the masses" is 
impossible w ith o u t theoretica l un­
derstanding o f the laws of th is  
revo lu tiona ry  figh t. R evo lu tion­
a ry  devotion is possible on ly i f  
one gains the assurance th a t his 
devotion is reasonable, adequate; 
tha t i t  corresponds to its  aim. 
Such assurance can be created 
on ly  by theore tica l in s ig h t in to  
the class struggle. “ Scepticism 
towards a ll theories”  is no th ing 
but preparation fo r personal des­
ertion.

S iiachtm an rem ains s ile n t; as 
“ General Secretary”  he is too busy 
to defend the “ most basic prem ­
ises o f M arx ism ”  from  petty- 
bourgeois P h ilis tines and snobs....

By Leon Trotsky

After Burnham—Macdonald

W hat W ill Happen to the 
Union Drive in Steel?

B y F A R R E L L  DOBBS
The CIO has launched a cam­

paign in  the ten m ills  and sh ip­
yards of the Bethlehem Steel Cor­
poration. The plan of action was 
la id  down at a conference o f the 
CIO lodges involved, w h ich  was 
held in  Bethlehem, Pennsylvania 
on August 11. The Steel W orkers 
O rganizing Committee and the In ­
du s tria l U n ion of M arine and 
Ship B u ild in g  W orkers of A m er­
ica, both CIO affilia tes, w i l l  pa r­
tic ipa te  jo in t ly  in  the drive.

The Bethlehem  m ills  are oper­
a tin g  a t top  capacity w ith  200 
m illio n  do lla rs in governm ent 
contracts a lready received.

T h is  corporation is one o f those 
w h ich  consistently v io la te  the 
W agner Labor A c t and the Walsh- 
Healey Act. I t  refuses to pay the 
$5.00 a day m in im um  on w ork 
on governm ent contracts.

CIO Vice-President P h illip  M u r­
ray announced before the confer­
ence tha t i t  would “ lay  the ground 
w ork  to ca rry  the figh t to W ash­
ing ton .”  The conference its e lf  an­
nounced, however, th a t fa ilu re  by 
the company to bargain co llective­
ly  w i l l  “ compel the workers to 
enforce th e ir  r ig h ts  hy economic 
action,”

T his campaign, long overdue, 
can serve as the opening gun in 
a figh t to correct conditions in  the 
en tire  steel indus try . The urgent 
necessity fo r the un ion to rise 
v igorously  to the defense of its  
membership can no longer be 
denied.

SWOC U N D E R  F IR E  OF 
BOSSES A N D  GOV’T

The SWOC is under heavy a t­
tack from  both the steel bosses 
and the government. The cor­
porations are creating1 widespread 
unemployment and fo rc in g  down 
the earnings o f the employed steel 
workers through technological 
change. They are v io la tin g  the 
un ion contracts, s ta llin g  on the 
settlem ent o f grievances, and 
p rac tic ing  general d isc rim ina tion  
against, the SWOC membership. 
The bosses are underm in ing  the 
union in every way possible.

The government, on its  pa rt, is 
fro n tin g  fo r  the steel corporations 
“ in  the in terests of na tional de­
fense.”  Agents o f the F B I are 
sent in to  the plants in  an e ffo rt 
to in tim id a te  the workers and t ry  
to pu t down any m ilita n c y  among 
them. A n undercover drive  is 
being conducted against the alien 
workers. The finger of suspicion 
is pointed at m il ita n t  workers 
who raise th e ir  voice in  protest 
against, the po licy of the corpora­
tions.

The e ffo rts  of the A F L  to o r­
ganize the steel workers in  op­
position to the SWOC are more 
of an annoyance than a th rea t

to the CIO union. A F L  propa­
ganda is in  large pa rt based on 
the c la im  th a t i t  is “ more pa trio ­
t ic ”  than the CIO. The A F L  has 
no th ing  real to  o ffe r the steel 
workers. I ts  actions on ly  serve 
to fu r th e r d iso rien t them.

SWOC LE A D E R S  D O N ’T  
F IG H T  B A C K

The national leadership of the 
SWOC meantim e shows an in ­
creasing tendency to subordinate 
the in terests of the steel workers 
to the “ in terests of the national 
defense.”  Van A. B ittn e r, SWOC 
director, W estern Region, has 
been appointed by H illm a n  to 
serve in  one of the "n a tio n a l de­
fense committees.”  The top of­
ficia ls are very j i t te r y  about the 
danger of being called "u n p a tr io ­
t ic ."  They have gone so fa r as 
to w a rn  the field organizers tha t 
i f  they are accused o f “ un-Am er­
ican a c tiv itie s ”  they cannot ex­
pect the SWOC to defend them, 
“ even though they may be w rong­
ly  accused.”

Grievances a ris in g  from  contract 
v io la tion  and general d isc rim in a ­
tion  against the union member­
ship on the job are perm itted to 
p ile tip. The com pla ints are ta rd ­
i ly  placed before a rb itra tio n  com­
m ittees or the N L R B  and genera l­
ly  are not m il ita n t ly  pressed, even 
through these channels. There 
are very few sallies d irec tly  
against the bosses. These occur 
on ly where pressure from  the 
workers is most heavy.

Some cases of s tr ik e  action by 
the steel workers are p rom ptly  
labelled "o u tla w ”  and a settle­
ment is forced at the firs t oppor­
tu n ity . The na tiona l leadership 
sometimes fo llow s up the settle­
ment w ith  an attack on the local 
lodge offic ia ls. The usual reason 
given is per capita tax delinquen­
cies, a v io la tion  of the un ion laws, 
o r some s im ila r  charge. M ilita n t 
lodge leaders are being forced in to  
the background. The most con­
servative, least class conscious 
elements are com ing forw ard.

W O R KERS W A N T  A 
F IG H T IN G  L E A D E R S H IP

A lthough the figh t fo r a six- 
hour day at e igh t hour’s pay was 
sidestepped at the Chicago con 
vention, some sections o f the o f­
ficia ldom  are now using th is  slo­
gan. They are m otivated la rge ly 
by the need fo r some means to 
ha lt the decline in  dues payment 
w h ich is becoming a serious prob­
lem. There is l i t t le  ind ica tion  
tha t they mean business.

The steel w orkers have a much 
d iffe re n t a ttitude . They accept, 
the fact tha t they are being push­
ed in to  the w ar but they are not 
enthusiastic about the idea. There 
is general ind iffe rence among

them towards the boss-made, a r t i­
fic ia l w a r hysteria . They do not 
as yet understand the real s ig n i­
ficance of the w ar preparations 
and consequently have not gone 
over to active opposition to the 
program  of the government. The 
“ F if th  Colunm ”  ag ita tion  is not 
taken seriously bu t i t  harasses 
ind  d is turbs them to a certa in  ex­
tent. The steel workers arc most 
concerned about the v ita l ques­
tion  of jobs and wages. Many 
thousands of them are already 
unemployed. Those who have jobs 
face the threat of reduced earn­
ings and wonder who w i l l  be 
th row n  out in to  the streets next.

They w ant to figh t hu t the de­
feat in  L it t le  Steel and the t im i­
d ity  o f th e ir  top leaders since 
then has underm ined th e ir  con­
fidence in  themselves and th e ir  
union. The rank and file is an x i­
ous to  overcome the present ap­
a thy and in e rtia . They need and 
w ant a figh ting  leadership.

U N IO N ’S S A L V A T IO N  
D E M A N D S  S TR U G G LE

E very fac to r in  the s itua tion  
demands tha t the SWOC leaders 
abandon th e ir a ttitud e  o f subserv­
ience to the “ in terests o f the na­
tiona l defense”  and th a t they 
fig h t fo r  the in te rests  o f the steel 
workers instead. The battle  must 
be carried d irec t to the steel 
bosses th rough m il ita n t  trade 
union action. A  vigorous organ­
ization drive  m ust bo launched, 
on a program  of action:

A ll union o ffic ia ls  o f f  the 
“ N a tion a l Defense C om m it­
tees.”

Enforce the union contracts. 
Settle  the w orkers ’ grievances.

F ig h t fo r  the 6 hour day a t 8 
hour’s pay.

Jo in  ns in  a

GAY BEACH 
PARTY!
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Answering A 
Query On Our 
D ra ft Stand

B y A L B E R T  G O LD M A N
A  sym pathizer! o f our p a rty , in  a le tte r  w h ich  he 

sent me ve ry  recently , takes us to task  fo r  our posi­
tio n  on conscrip tion. He believes th a t we should no t 
have raised, a t th is  tim e, the  question o f m il ita ry  
tra in in g  under trade-un ion con tro l and should have 
confined our a g ita tio n  pu re ly  to a s tru g g le  aga inst 
conscrip tion.

“ M ost o f the young w orkers” , he w rite s , “ are op­
posed to  conscription, and i t  is on ly  in tro du c ing  con­
fus ion  when you ta lk  to  them  about the necessity o f 
m il ita ry  t ra in in g  under trade-un ion con tro l. Leave 
th a t u n t il a f te r  the conscrip tion b ill is passed. I t  m ay 
be r ig h t  then b u t fo r  the  present s tick  to  an a n t i­
conscrip tion issue.”

B y  inference our sym pa th ize r indicates th a t every 
o ther group opposing conscrip tion  w i l l  have no th in g  
to  do a fte r  the conscrip tion  b il l is passed. They m ust 
fo ld  up and shut up. A t  best the y  w i l l  be lim ite d  to  
a fu t i le  movem ent to  repeal the conscrip tion measure.

O ur a g ita tio n  fo r  m il ita ry  tra in in g  under trade - 
un ion con tro l, however, w i l l  continue. F o r th a t slogan 
is independent o f the s trugg le  aga inst a p a rtic u la r 
c a p ita lis t conscrip tion  b ill.  A s a m a tte r o f fa c t the  
thesis o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l on the Death 
A gony o f C ap ita lism  contains the fo llo w in g  demands 
(am ong o th e rs ):

M il ita ry  tra in in g  and a rm ing  o f w orkers  and 
fa rm ers  under d ire c t con tro l o f w o rkers ’ and 
fa rm ers ’ committees.

C reation o f m il ita ry  schools fo r  the t ra in in g  
o f commanders among the to ile rs , chosen by 
w orkers ’ organ izations.

. .  . Before the B urke -W adsw orth  b i l l was th o u g h t of, 
d u rin g  the debate, before its  enactment, and a fte r  
its  enactment, our basic demand was, is and w i l l  be: 
m il i ta ry  tra in in g  fo r  w orkers  under con tro l o f w o rk ­
ers’ organ izations.

Because th a t t ra in in g  is absolute ly  essentia l in 
the present period o f w a r and m ilita r is m . In to  the 
consciousness o f every advanced w o rke r m ust pene­
tra te  th a t p r im a ry  and fundam enta l idea: m il ita ry  
t ra in in g  fo r  the w o rk in g  masses fo r  the defense o f 
th e ir  class in terests.

I t  m ay be tru e  th a t m ost o f the  young w orkers  
are opposed to conscrip tion. I  seriously  doub t th a t 
p ropos ition  bu t I  sha ll g ra n t its  correctness fo r  the 
sake o f a rgum ent.

T h a t would n o t in  the least m o d ify  our a ttitud e . 
F o r we are no t in terested in concealing such a fu n ­
dam ental t ru th  fro m  any w o rke r as the necessity fo r  
m il i ta r y  tra in in g . W e are in terested in  im pressing 
every w o rke r w ith  the  idea th a t a negative a ttitu d e  
to  any fundam enta l question is no t su ffic ien t.

The ca p ita lis t class w ants to  take  every w o rke r 
in to  its  m il ita ry  clutches fo r  its  purposes— our rep ly  
is N O ! B u t every w o rke r m ust have m il ita ry  tra in in g  
and we m ust demand th a t his own w o rke rs ’ o rgan iza­
tio n  fu rn is h  h im  w ith  th a t tra in in g .

W e S tand  A lo n e  O n  T h is  Q uestion
A nd r ig h t  now is the tim e  to  ra ise  the question. 

We would, be co m m ittin g  the g rea test e rro r i f  we 
fa ile d  to ra ise i t  a t th is  ve ry  m om ent when every 
w o rke r is th in k in g  about and discussing the problem  
o f conscrip tion  and m il ita ry  tra in in g .

E ve ry  demagogue ( in  w h ich  ca tegory I  include, 
o f course, the S ta lin is ts ), every muddle-headed libe ra l, 
every w e ll-m ean ing  and no t-so-w e ll-m eaning pacifis t, 
is  shouting aga ins t conscrip tion, is t r y in g  to  catch 
the support o f those w o rkers  who are m ore o r less 
n a tu ra lly  opposed to  the idea o f g iv in g  up th e ir  jobs 
and being d ra fte d  in to  the  arm y.

O ur p a rty  alone d is tingu ishes its e lf  from  a ll 
o f these shouting aga inst conscrip tion  by saying 
c learly  and d e fin ite ly : Yes, oppose conscrip tion  
by the c a p ita lis t governm ent bu t f ig h t  fo r  m il i­
ta ry  tra in in g  fo r  the  w orkers under th e ir  own 
con tro l.

In  the la s t analysis the  d iffe rence between our 
a tt itu d e  on conscrip tion and the a ttitu d e  o f  every 
o ther group is the d iffe rence between people who are 
s im p ly  d issatisfied w ith  the e x is ting  o rder and we 
who see the problem  o f ou r epoch c le a rly  and are 
determ ined to  solve th a t problem  in  the on ly  w ay 
possible.

I t  is the same d iffe rence th a t exists between 
those democrats who ra ise p i t i fu l  cries about the ad­
vance o f fascism  and o ffe r  no th in g  be tte r to  f ig h t 
th a t advance than mere opposition to  the undemo­
c ra tic  methods o f the c a p ita lis t class and the re ­
vo lu tio n a ry  M a rx is ts  who see the necessity fo r  the 
w orkers to  organize and take over power in  order 
to  wage a v ic to rious  s trugg le  aga inst fasc ism  a t home 
and abroad.

We D o N o t S top  H a lf-W a y
O ur p a r ty  opposes every step taken by the  cap i­

ta lis ts  and th e ir  governm ent to  l im it  the dem ocratic 
r ig h ts  o f the w orkers  in  any w ay. O ur p a r ty  urges 
the w o rkers  to  s trugg le  fo r  every im m edia te demand.

B u t ou r p a rty  teaches the w orkers th a t i t  is  not 
su ffic ie n t to  wage a defensive s tru g g le  aga ins t the 
cap ita lis ts  o r to  t r y  to ga in  a few  advantages here 
and there. Fascism cannot be destroyed in  th a t way. 
I t  can be destroyed on ly  i f  the  w orkers, in  add ition  
to  f ig h tin g  fo r  th e ir  im m ediate demands, take power 
in to  th e ir  own hands.

O ur a tt itu d e  on conscrip tion and m il ita ry  tra in in g  
re fle c ts  th a t pos itive  and m il ita n t  a tt itu d e  which 
every advanced w o rke r m ust be ta u g h t to  accept.

I t  is the same a ttitu d e  w hich Lenin took to  the 
question o f d isarm am ent. Instead o f g iv in g  in  to  the 
sentim ents o f some le ft-w in g  w o rkers  who favored 
d isarm am ent, he fie rce ly  a ttacked th a t a tt itu d e  as 
incom patib le  w ith  revo lu tiona ry  M arx ism . Instead o f 
d isarm am ent, demand, advised Lenin, the r ig h t  o f 
the “ inhab itan ts  o f the coun try  to fo rm  v o lu n ta ry  
associations fo r  the le a rn ing  o f the m il ita ry  arts , the 
free  selection o f in s tru c to rs , th e ir  paym ent ou t o f 
governm ent funds, etc.’’

Instead o f jo in in g  the pacifis ts o f every type and 
descrip tion to  f ig h t conscrip tion in  general, ou r p a rty  
says to  the w orkers : f ig h t aga ins t c a p ita lis t con­
s c rip tio n ; demand the r ig h t  to  bear arm s and to  have 
m il ita ry  tra in in g  under y o u r own con tro l; demand 
funds fro m  the  governm ent fo r  such m il ita ry  tra in in g .

O ur p a r ty  w i l l  never re g re t the position  th a t i t  
is  now ta k in g  on m il i ta ry  tra in in g .


