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By JO H N  G. W R IG H T
S ta lin  is now in  the m idst o f a new mass 

purge.
The f irs t  to s u ffe r are the Komsomol (Russian 

Com m unist Y ou th ) and the Trade Unions. A l
ready purged, according to o ffic ia l s ta tis tics , arc 
137,637. O f th is  num ber 29,637 are Komsomol 
o ffic ia ls  (ou t o f a reported to ta l o f 45,580, th a t 
is, the purge has h it  a 65 per cent m a jo r ity  o f 
the Komsomol appa ra tus ); and a somewhat more 
modest m a jo r ity  o f 53 per cent o f the Trade 
Union apparatus, 108.000 o ffic ia ls  ou t o f a re 
ported to ta l o f 203,821. A  m a jo r operation, even 
fo r  S talin.

W hereas previous m an-hunts were ostensib ly 
conducted against “ wreckers, diversiemists, sa
boteurs, tra ito rs , agents o f the M ikado, agents 
o f the Gestapo, agents o f French, E ng lish  and 
o the r im peria lism s,”  etc., in  a word, against 
“ T ro ts k y ite s ” , th is  m an-hunt is term ed one 
aga inst darm oyednik i (scoundrels who- eat bread 
th a t they haven’t  earned) and bezdelniki (rascals 
who id le away th e ir  t im e ).

In  th e ir  m ild e r moments, and o f course under 
th e ir  breath, the Soviet masses m ust have doubt
less applied these hom ely and colloquia l ep ithets 
o f darm oyednik and bezdelnik to m any a bureau
cra t. B u t to- have used these term s in  public 
m eant an in v ita tio n  to the cellars o f the GPU 
and a bu lle t in  the  back o f the head. S ta lin  is 
now. however, compelled to  app ly them, i f  not 
to  the whole bureaucracy, a t least to the purged 
section.

Stalin Must Expose 
His Imitators

S ta lin  today finds i t  necessary, as we shall 
describe, to- reveal the true  visage o f his hench
men, th e ir  a rb itra ry  ru le, th e ir  parasitism , th e ir  
vast padded s ta ffs , embezzlements, p e tty  g ra fts — 
even th e ir  com plete iso la tion  fro m  the masses.

The bureaucra tic  sum m its o f the K rem lin  
find i t  now necessary to  in d ic t the lesser and 
lo w er bureaucratic ranks fo r  those ve ry  crim es 
and abom inations which f lo u ris h  below on ly as a 
pale re flec tion  o f the m onstrosities a t the top.

The m a jo rity  o f the Komsomol and the Trade 
U nion offic ia ldom  has been charged w ith  and has 
(n a tu ra lly )  pleaded g u ilty  to : 1) lack o f contact 
w ith  the masses; 2) absence o f a dem ocratic re 
g im e; 3) fa ilu re  to ca ll not on ly  membership 
m eetings, bu t even com m ittee m eetings; 4) the 
upkeep o f e swollen apparatus by d iversion o f 
m em bership dues and even sums a llo tted  to in 
d u s try ; 5) padding the payro lls  w ith  darm oyed
n ik i and bezdelniki and o f s im ila r practices, la 
belled, in the o ffic ia l double-ta lk, as “ deficiencies.”

Cabled Stories Suppressed 
by Stalin

No correspondent has been pe rm itted  to cable 
th is  s to ry  from  the Soviet Union as, likew ise, the 
s to ry  o f S ta lin 's  new an ti- la bo r leg is la tion  which 
I  described las t week. Even the provis ions o f the 
new laws against labor, which o f course were 
published in i ’ ravda fo r  the in fo rm a tio n  o f the 
bureaucrats, were deleted fro m  press dispatches, 
as Gedye o f the New Y o rk  T im es has ju s t re 
po rted upon leav ing  the Soviet Union. M oreover, 
fo r  months at a tim e  i t  is impossible to secure 
abroad copies o f Soviet newspapers. We arc now, 
however, able to te ll the s tory.

On J u ly  26 I ’ ravda carried  an innocuous notice 
to  the e ffe c t th a t the Tenth Plenum o f the A ll-  
U n ion C entra l Council o f Trade Unions (C.C.T. 
U .) would convene on the next day. w ith  on ly one 
po in t on the agenda: “ The E lim ina tion  o f Cer
ta in  Deficiencies in the Trade Union A ppara tus 
and the Im provem ent o f the F unc tion ing  o f the 
Trade Union Organs.”  In  po in t o f understatem ent 
th is  notice can be matched on ly by the w o rd ing  
o f the announcement o f the N in th  Plenum o f the

C.C.T.U., held a month previously, which i t  turned 
out, demanded “ in the name o f the Soviet 
trade un ion is ts”  the passage o f the new a n t i
labor leg is la tion , but which was called, said the 
announcement, to  consider “ The Question o f the 
8 H o u r D ay.”  The s ty le  is the regim e.

The members o f the Plenum were grac iously  
greeted on J u ly  27 w ith  a special e d ito r ia l in 
I ’ ravda addressed to the Plenum and en titled : 
“ You M ust A t tra c t  Broad Masses to A c tive  Trade 
U nion W o rk .”

A f te r  an innocent and r itu a lis t ic  in troduction  
in which homage was paid to the achievements 
and im portance o f Trade Unions in Socia lis t So
c ie ty  and a f te r  a ff irm in g  th a t “ w ith o u t th e ir  pa r
tic ip a tio n  n o t a single serious economic o r p o lit i
cal measure is carried out,”  the ed ito ria l sudden
ly  interposed an ominous “ B U T ” .

What the "Trade Unions" 
Really Are

“ But,”  snarled I ’ R A V D A , “ many leading 
w orkers in the Trade Unions fo rg e t the main 
th in g ; they fo rg e t mass w o rk ; they fo rg e t to 
m a in ta in  constant contact w ith  the masses; 
they take to the road o f fun c tion ing  in an 
office -bureaucra tic  m anner th rough  an enor
mous paid appara tus; and no t in fre qu en tly  
they transfo rm  the trade union in to  a poorly 
fun c tion ing  departm enta l bureau. These defi
ciencies are g la r in g ly  revealed in  countless 
instances o f a swollen paid trade union ap
paratus in  in d iv idu a l enterprises, in depart
ments as w e ll as in  reg ional com m ittees and 
in C entra l Com m ittees o f the Trade Unions.”  
(P R A Y D A , Ju ly  27).

To its  h o rro r and ind igna tion , Pravda had 
suddenly discovered th a t the Moscow A u to  P lan t 
alone supports 931 paid trade union offic ia ls . The 
G ork i A u to  P la n t is in an equa lly insu ffe rab le  
position w ith  648. “ I f  is in s tru c tive ,”  continues 
S ta lin ’s o ffic ia l organ, “ th a t the paid s ta f f  o f 
certa in  trade unions does no t decrease bu t on 
the con tra ry  is increasing from  year to yea r.”  
F o r example, the State Trade W orkers Union 
had 2,807 o ffic ia ls  in 1938; i t  was then s p lit  up 
in to  six independent unions and the paid s ta f f  
increased to 3,546.

Squandering the 
Workers' Dues

Pravda im m ed ia te ly  trum ps th a t by c it in g  no 
less in s tru c tive  instances o f ho-w cu ltu ra l-educa
tio n a l w o rk  is carried  on. The w o rkers  in  the 
Moscow A u to  P lant, i t  appears, go t together and 
organized a chorus and a d ram atic  circ le . No 
sooner did the Trade Union learn o f th is  than i t  
appointed: One Chorus Leader, sa la ry  800 
roubles; one A ss is tan t Chorus Leader, sa lary  500 
roubles; one A r t  Directo)-, 1,000 roubles; one 
C h ie f Concertm aster, 600 roubles; one Theatre 
M anager, 750 roubles . . . P ravda cuts its  descrip
tion  o f th is  p a y -ro ll sho rt w ith  a modest though 
m ysterious “ E tce tera”  and goes on:

“ Facts o f th is  kind, and they are by no 
means isolated ones, bear w itness to the fact 
tha t many trade unions are squandering the 
income o f the trade unions, m a in ta in in g  at the 
expense o f th is  income a swollen paid ap
paratus. in some cases, p la in  D A R M O Y E D 
N IK I  and B E Z D E L N IK I.”

A f te r  th is  discovery, Pravda is ready to te ll 
the Plenum ju s t how to a ttra c t the masses: 

“ This s itua tion  oan no longer be to le ra te d .. . 
The m ain po rtion  o f the funds accru ing fro m  
m em bership dues m ust be expended n o t on the 
upkeep o f a paid apparatus bu t to  provide cu l
tu ra l-educa tiona l service to un ion members and 
to  render them m a te ria l a id .”

The Tenth Trade U nion Plenum was w e ll a t
tended by the Chairm en and Secretaries o f the 

(C on tinued  on P age 4)

U. S. SENATORIAL CANDIDATE IN 
MINNESOTA IS GRACE CARLSON

M 1N N E A  PO L IS — The M i n nc - 
seta Section o f the Socialist 
W orkers P a rty , together w ith  its  
hundreds o f friends and sym pa
th izers, swung in to  action th is  
week behind the candidacy of 
Comrade Grace Carlson fo r  U n it - 
ed States Senator. Because of 
legal obstacles, the name o f the 
Socia list W orkers P a rty  cannot 
appear on the ba llo t. D r. Carlson 
w il l  there fore appear on the ba l
lo t as the candidate o f the T ro t
sky is t A n ti-w a r P a rty .

The first stage of the campaign 
w i l l  he m arked by the d rive  to 
obtain the necessary 2.000 o r so 
signatures to insure p lacing our 
candidate on the ballot fo r the 
general election November 5. In 
the very f irs t day of the signa
tu re  campaign, over two hun
dred voters en thus iastica lly  s ign
ed. W ith  an ti-w a r sentim ent ru n 
n ing  extrem ely high among the 
masses of th is  stale, l i t t le  d if f i
cu lty  is an tic ipa ted 111 fu lf i l l in g  
tile  quota.

Campaign headquarters have 
been established a t 919 M arquette 
avenue. M inneapolis, and a t .138 
East 6th street, St. Paul. Ten 
thousand copies of a campaign 
lea fle t setting fo rth  the p la tfo rm  
upen which Dr. Carlson w i l l  run 
Jiave been prin ted, and o ther cam

paign lite ra tu re  w ill he circulated 
du ring  the campaign.

For Union Contro l o f M ilita ry  
T ra in in g

The twelve-point p la tfo rm  of 
Mie T ro tsky is t A n ti-W ar Party 
opposes im p e ria lis t war, fascism 
and to ta lita r ia n  d icta torsh ip . It I 
calls fo r universal m ilita ry  train-1 
ing under trade union contro i. it  
calls for trade union wages in the 
m ilita ry  forces.

Other p la tfo rm  planks iueludc:
Trade union wages and hours 

on a ll defense and public works 
program s. F o r the 30-hour 
week. Take over w ithou t com
pensation the national defense 
industry .

F o r the defense and exten
sion o f c iv il libe rties  and w o rk 
ers’ r ig h ts . A ga in s t the perse
cution o f aliens.

Genuine economic and social 
equa lity  fo r  women. F u ll social, 
po litica l and economic equa lity  
fo r tHo Negro people. Job op
po rtun ities  at. union wages fo r 

the youth.
Good Farm  Plank 

The farm  plank calls for the 
cancellation of feed and reed 
hums to the farm ers, the cancel
la tion of farm  mortgages, and 
"Land to those who t i l l  i t . ”

D r. Carlson W ill ca ll fo r  a na-

D r. G RACE CAR LSO N
tional labor pa rty  based upon and 
contro lled by the trade unions; 
fo r the defense ol the Soviet Un
ion against im peria lism  and S ta l
in ism ; and fo r a S oc ia lis t'U n ited  
States and a Socialist world.

In (lie general election Dr. C arl
son w ill confront the incumbent 
H enrik  Sliipstead. renegade Fan il 
er-Laborite who recently deserted 
to the Republican pa rty ; and ex- 
governor E lm er Benson. S ta lin is t 
stooge who won the nom ination 
in the Farm er-Labor prim aries 

; September 10. The Democratic 
! candidate is John Regan.
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FLINT AUTO WORKERS 
TAKING STRIKE VOTE

<s>

S. W . P. Plenum--Conference 
Opens Friday in Chicago

A plenary session of the National Committee of the Social
ist Workers Party w ill be held, jo in tly  with an active workers’ 
conference of delegates from all branches, in Chicago, Septem
ber 27-29.

The Plenum-Conference w ill serve as'the mobilization of the 
party to give reality to Comrade Leon Trotsky’s last words:
"Please tell our friends I  am sure of the victory of the Fourth 
International. Go forward.”

The principal question under discussion w ill be the

Fisher Body Fight 
Is For Showdown

But Company Maneuvers to Push AFL-CIO 
Fight Into Foreground and to Shove the 
Really Basic Issues Out of the Picture

F L IN T , M ich., Sept. 16— A mass tu rnou t o f members o f F isher 
Body Local No. 581. H A W -C IO  voted unanim ously yesterday a t an 
emergency membership m eeting to take a s tr ik e  vote in  order to 
dem onstrate to General M otors the un ion ’s de term ination  to pu t 
hack to w ork the 19 key union m ilita n ts  suspended la s t week by the 
corpora tion  on fram e-up charges.

The com pany’s a ttem p t to k ick  these key union men out o f the

fundam enta l task o f p a rty  policy^- 
tow ard the m ilita r iz a tio n  o f the 
United States. A n unfinished 
a rtic le  by T ro tsky  on th is  basic 
question was on his desk a w a it
ing com pletion when the assassin 
s truck  him.

A  discussion on th is  question 
has been go ing on fo r  some tim e 
in  the p a r ty  brand ies, on the 
basis o f a reso lu tion  d ra fted  by  
the N a tion a l Com m ittee. The 
f ru its  o f the branch discussions

Covers GPU Trail 
By Refusing fo 
Answer Questions

M E X IC O  C IT Y . Sept. 1 3 -  
Judge Carranca T ru ji l lo  conduct
ed fu rth e r questioning o f the as
sassin o f T ro tsky , Jackson, th is  
afternoon at. the hospita l where 
Jackson is in bed because o f 
stomach troub le .

The assassin was shaved, his 
ha ir has started to  grow  back in, 
and be is beginning to look as he 
did before the crim e. He refused 
to le t the press take his p icture, 
hold ing his hands o r his arms in 
front, o f his face, and refused to 
ta lk  u n til the photographers had 
been sent from  the room.

Judge T ru ji l lo  perm itted  A l
bert Goldman, T ro tsky ’s attorney, 
to put a series o f questions to 
Jackson. To most of the ques
tions Jackson said he d idn 't know 
or lie didn't, remember. He d idn 't 
remember any pa rt of the con
tents o f his false Canadian pass
port, and no am ount of question
ing could get h im  to recall any
th ing  in  it  except the name of 
Jackson. He hud burned the pass
port along w ith  his other papers 
precisely in  order to cover up 
any t ra il th a t m ig h t lead inves ti
gators to his GPU superiors.

T a lka tive — A bout N o th ing
II is characteris tic  o f Jackson's 

testim ony that whenever non-es
sentials are involved, he is very 
ta lka tive  and precise. For exam
ple. on June 13 he had sent a s u it
case w ith  some 25 item s o f c lo th 
ing to- Now Y o rk . He named every 
item to the judge and did so pre
cisely and vo lub ly . “ Isn ’t  i t  pecu
lia r  th a t you could easily recollect 
a ll the contents o f you r suitcases 
and remember no th ing  a t a ll 
about, you r passpo rt? ”  Goldman 
asked. The assassin was silent.

“ 1 don't remember”  was his 
answer to a ll questions concern
ing the subjects of such conver
sations as he had w ith  T ro tsky 
a fte r firs t m eeting T ro tsky  at the 
end of May. T ills  phase of (he 
questioning led to:

Q : Then you mean to say 
that you do no t remember the 
subjects o f the various conver
sations bu t you on ly remember 
tha t you were d is illusioned?

A :  Yes.
Q : And you mean to say f u r 

ther. tha t you do not remember 
the pa rticu la r subject which 
caused your d is illusionm ent,

will be presented by their dele
gates to the Conference.

Branches are being informed 
directly of arrangements for 
housing of delegates.

Reservations for the banquet 
may be made by writing to Room 
308, 160 North Wells Street, Chi
cago, or by telephone at DEar- 
born 7562.

The schedule for the Plenum- 
Conference is as follows:

M E X IC O  C IT Y . Sept. 13—  
A le tte r sent by N a ta lia  T ro t
sky yesterday, tha nk in g  P re
sident Cardenas fo r a personal 
v is it  he and M rs. Cardenas 
had made, was released today 
by the P residentia l Palace and 
published in  the press.

The te x t o f the le tte r fo l
lows :

“ M r. P resident: F’ c rm it me 
to  o ffe r  to  your w ife  and you r
se lf my most profound appre
c ia tion fo r  you r v is it, fo r your 
sincere sentim ents, fo r  your 
unalte rab le  conviction in the 
honor o f I>con T ro tsky  and fo r  
the contem pt m anifested by 
you tow ard calum ny and lie. 
Calum ny and lie are not weap
ons su ffic ie n t to  assure a de
fin itiv e  v ic to ry  to  those who 
arc using them. M y m eeting 
w ith  you on A ugust 24th con
s titu tes  fo r  me a m ora l sup
port fo r the rest, o f my life .

“ There has never been in 
h is to ry  an epoch as over
shadowed by lie. calum ny, 
crim e and inhum an ity , as tha t 
today. Honorable figh te rs  fa ll 
as v ic tim s. T h e ir memory, 
nevertheless, w i l l  be eternal.

“ U n fo rtu n a te ly  my husband 
could not know you personally. 
Our life , despite tha t, was 
linked w ith  yours by the bonds 
o f your generous disposition

hut you s im p ly  remember the 
d is illus ionm ent ?

A : 1 remember the subject 
and the d is illus ionm ent. I re 
member the dishonest proposi
tion  which T ro tsky  made to me 
th a t I go to  the Soviet Union 
and ca rry  out acts of sabotage, 
and so fo rth  and so fo rth , as I 
have declared and w ritte n  in 
the le tte r which was found on 
nie.

Q : Was it d u rin g  tha t con
versation tha t T ro tsky  p ro 
posed you assassinate S ta lin?

A : T ro tsky  did not propose 
exactly  tha t I  assassinate S ta l
in.

Q : W hat precisely did T ro t
sky propose?

A : I don't remember.
In  other words, the assassin is 

beginning to forget the precise 
fo rm ula tions of the GPU le tte r, 
in  wh ich it  was categorically 
stated tha t T ro tsky  to ld h im  to

F R ID A Y , Sept. 27 
2:00 P.M .— Session o f the N a 

tiona l Com m ittee. 
8:00 P .M .— A  Mass M eeting to' 

g re e t the N a tion a l 
Com m ittee and the 
delegates, a t the Me
dical and Dental 
A r ts  B u ild ing . 185 
N . W abash Avenue.

S A T U R D A Y . Sept. 28 
10:00 A .M .— Opening o f the Con

ference.

S U N D A Y . Sept. 29 
10:00 A .M .— C ontinua tion  o f the 

Conference.
8:30 P.M .— A  Banquet closing 

the  plenum a t the 
E picurean Restau
ran t, 316 South W ab
ash Avenue.

and by your aid in our days o f 
d iff ic u lty , which were so f r e 
quent. In  N orw ay, we found 
ourselves im m inen tly  menaced 
w ith  death, and not a single 
country in the w orld  ventured 
to aid the d is inherited. The ex
ception came from  legendary 
Mexico, w ith  its  generous 
people, expansive and indepen
dent. You prolonged the life  
o f Leon T ro tsky  fo r  43 
months. 1 ca rry  in  my heart 
my g ra titu d e  fo r  those 43 
months. N o t on ly I, but hun
dreds o f thousands o f incor
ru p tib le  figh ters, who s trugg le  
fo r  the em ancipation o f hu
m an ity .

“ Y our tender a tten tion  sus
tained us in the so rro w fu l mo
ments o f the loss o f our son 
in Fehruary, 1938. And again 
you came to help us a fte r  (he 
perfid ious attack o f our ene
mies aga inst our house on 
May 24. Saturday (A u g u s t 24) 
once more you proved your 
a c tiv ity  in favo r o f hint who 
had from  you the poss ib ility  
o f liv in g  on Mexican soil. Per
m it me, M r. President, to re 
peat here the expression o f 
my deepest g ra titu d e  to the 
people o f Mexico, to its  gov
ernment. and to  you p a rticu 
la r ly .

“ N A T A L IA  S. T R O T S K Y ”

go-and m urder S ta lin ! He thought 
Goldman's question was a trap 
and tried  to d iffe ren tia te  between 
what Goldman said and what lie, 
Jackson, had said; then, rea liz
ing his m istake, lie retreated to 
his usual "1 don't remember.”  

T h is  came out in th is  in te rest
ing way:

Q: Do you rem em ber what 
you said about th is  (T ro ts k y ’s 
orders to assassinate S ta lin  
and others) in you r le tte r?

A : I don’ t remember.
Q : Do you refuse to answer 

my questions because you do 
not rememher w hat you said in 
your le tte r?

A : This is a tendentious 
question and I w on 't answer it, 

A  few  moments la te r came th is 
am azing exchange:

Q : W ill you answer these 
questions tha t 1 ask you, i f  I 

(Continued on Page 3)

F isher Body p lan t is the cu lm ina -^  
t ion  o f a long corpora tion  cam 
paign o f provocation and in t im i
da tion  which has aroused the 
fig h tin g  s p ir it  o f the local.

The strugg le w h ich was c lim ax
ed by the suspension of the 19 
un ion ists began last Monday, Sept.
9. when A F L  members s t i l l  bang
ing on to the defunct M a rtin  out- 
lit. which was so tho rough ly  de
feated in the N LR B  polls th rough
out GM, provoked CIO members 
in to  fights in  the p lant. Im m e
d ia te ly  the company accused CIO 
men of r io tin g  and b raw ling  and 
closed the N o rth  and South F ish 
er un its  down.

Hides Real Issues
I t  was obviously an a ttem pt by 

the company to provoke the union 
membership, and to cover up the 
real issues which had already 
created a tense s itua tion  in many 
GM plants. By dealing w ith  A F L  
committeemen, and then fo llow ing  
up w ith  th is  attempt to focus a ll 
a tten tion  on an AFL-C IO  light, 
tlie  corporation seeks to s idetrack 
the real issues at stake.

These issues are the corpora
t io n ’s f la g ra n t v io la tio n  o f the GM 
contract, wage decreases by means 
of "rec lass ifica tion" of jobs, speed
up. etc.

At the membership m eeting of 
F isher Body workers of the. CIO 
the day fo llow ing  (lie lockout, the 
F isher workers showed a m ilita n t 
determ ined s p ir it .  A ll were con
scious of f lic  company’s long cam-

F L IN T . Sept. 16— Tw o strikes 
are already in nrngress in  F lin t, 
w h ile  the F isher Body fight, to 
re instate 19 un ionists suspended 
by the company is reaching a de
cisive phase.

The en tire  bus (s tre e t ca r) 
system has been e ffe c tive ly  p a r
alyzed by a s tr ik e  o f the bus 
drivers, members o f the T ra n s 
po rt W orkers  Union. CIO.

The bits s trike , now in its  fifth  
day, is the result of the fir in g  ol 
the union president, by the com
pany. Company offic ia ls have re 
fused lo  meet w ith  the un ion, but 
parleys are expected today. The 
union has organized the bus d riv  
ers lOOT and thus fa r no a t
tempts to run  busses w ith  scabs 
have been made.

The five and ten cent g ir ls  of 
the Grand S ilve r store here have 
turned out. lo  he m illio n  do lla r 
pickets, as they marched out of 
the scab open simp firm  and es 
tablislied a picket line  on the bus
iest street in town.

The g ir ls  are organized in Hu 
United R eta il and Wholesale Em 
ployees, a ffilia ted  w ith  the CTO 
The g ir ls  are s tr ik in g  in  ordet 
to force the company, pa rt of tb< 
m u lti-m illio n  do lla r H. L. Green

paign against the un ion and were 
ready once and fo r a ll to pu t a 
stop to  the company's arrogant 
campaign against conditions in  
t lie  plant.

Cold W ate r R eulher
In  t il ls  f irs t flush of en thu

siastic  m ilitance  the F ishe r Body 
workers were m et by W alte r 
R eutlic r and R. J. Thomas, In te r
national Board representatives, 
who la id  the blame fo r the cris is  
not on the company but on the 
un ion men themselves!

T liis  scissorb ill line  of Reuthev- 
Thomas did  not go over w ith  the 
F isher hoys. They voted a t tha t 
m eeting to give the In te rn a tion a l 
Boarti in s tru c tion s  lo  get down 
to serious business a t once to get 
the suspended men back to w ork, 
and hacked th is  dem and.up w ith  
evidence tha t th is  suspension was 
just part of t lie  corpora tion of
fensive against the union. Rcuth- 
or was given one week to take 
up the suspensions w ith  tlie  man
agement, and to report back to 
t lie  membership.

M en’s Determ ined Stand
At yesterday’s m eeting Heather 

made his report. From  a ll in d i
cations lie is having d iff ic u lty  
ge tting  satisfaction from  the com
pany.

T lie  m il ita n t  F isher men then 
unanim ously passed the m otion to 
take a s tr ik e  vole at once. The 

(Continued on I ’age 2)

Stores. 902 Broadway. New York, 
to barga in w ith  its  employees, and 
to raise the miserable wages from  
? 12.50 weekly to a liv in g  wage:

*  •* * *  *

D E T R O IT —The Diesel D iv is ion  
o f General Motors went on s tr ik e  
th is  week, and pickets have been 
covering the p lan t gates tsince 
F riday, September 13(h. when 
members of the Mechanical Edu
cational Society o f Am erica, an 
independent un ion, slrufck the 
plant.

The s tr ik e  was the resu lt o f 
company refusal to g ra n t pay 
raises to tool and bo ile r room em
ployees, and the fa ilu re  of the 
company to provide vacation pay.

M atthew Sm ith, general secre
ta ry  o f the M.E.S.A., announced 
Monday that no meetings w ith  
tlie  corporation were yet arranged 
for.

rite press of D e tro it and v ic in - 
ity  is ra is iug  a fuss about the 
strike, w ith  p lenty of faked p a tr i
o tic  fe rvo r as an excuse to a t
tack the workers, since the p lan t 
is at w o rk  on engines fo r sub
marines.

The M. E. S. A. won the Na
tiona l Labor Board election in the 
Diesel D iv is ion  o f G. M.

TROTSKY ASSASSIN IS QUESTIONED

Natalia’s Letter To Cardenas

MINOR STRIKES IN AUTO TOWNS 
SHOW THE POT IS SIMMERING
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Here Are Some o f the Anti-Labor 
Clauses in Roosevelt’s Conscription Law

W rite  to us— te ll us w h a t’s go ing on in  you r part o f the 
labo r movement— w hat are the w orkers  th in k in g  a b o u tf— te ll 
us w hat the bosses are up to— and the G-men and the local cops—  

and the S ta lin is ts— send us that s to rv  the cap ita lis t press d idn 't 
p r in t and that s to ry  they buried o r d is to rted— our pages are open 
to you. Le tte rs m ust ca rry  name and address, but indicate i f  you 
do not w ant you r name printed.

N ew  W o rk e r Learns  
W hat I t  means to  
Be C hained to  a 
F a c to ry  M ach ine

E D IT O R :—
I  am tw enty five and soft. Tlte 

last few years I have spent in 
professional life . But now 1 have 
become a socialist and a revo lu
tionary. I  am try in g  to remake 
myself.

Our revo lu tion  is a factory rev
o lu tion . T ha t fact is self evident 
to a M arx is t. So 1 looked fo r 
a factory job. I  m ust learn a ll 
the problems tha t confront the 
w ork ing  class, the day-to-day ones, 
as w ell as the “ la rge r”  ones.

A t last I found the job I was 
looking for. The foreman put me 
to w ork in “ production," on a 
short line, tr im m in g  sheetmetal 
fo r auto roofs. I cou ldn 't even 
look around, or notice anybody 1 
was so busy. When there was 
r, let-up and I tried  to ta lk  no
body could hear me. because there 
was such a racket in the place. 
I wondered when 1 was going to 
get a chance to ta lk  socialism.

My w ris ts  got aw fu lly  tired, 
and the sm all of my hack began 
to ache a lot. But 1 tried  hard 
not to show it because everyone 
else was so qu ie t— so hard look
ing  and so uncom plain ing.—Then

a shame it was to be w o rk ing  so 
hard just, to pile up money for 
the boss. He sounds good. But 
I ’m already le a rn ing  not to go 
ju s t by the way people ta lk.

A t lunch tim e I just sat down 
and ate by m yself because I d idn ’t 
want anyone to th in k  I was h u tt
ing in anywhere. A fte r a ll 1 
d idn 't know the fellows. And 
they a ll gathered in l i t t le  bunches.

A fte r lunch I was back on the 
job a m inute late and the foreman 
yelled at me. A couple of the 
fellows sneaked a g rin , and one 
guy w inked.

Towards the end of the day. the 
th in g  that kept going through my 
ntind was how d iffe re n t it is to 
go on a tou r through a plant 
(Ford's, fo r instance) and to work  
in one. In the first case, what 
you observe Is m achinery, endless, 
expensive and massive— w h a t 
M arx  calls the concentration o f 
capita l. You hear its  din and 
von see its  products pouring  out. 
But it 's  on ly when you work  in  a 
factory that you rea lly  understand 
how human beings are chained to 
the machine— how when the 
machine speeds up th ru  must 
speed tit)—and how much blood 
and sweat goes in to  the m aking 
of the sh in ing  products tha t the 
machine “ makes.’’

I fe lt th is  in  my muscles. And 
I began to want to make a revo
lu tio n  r ig h t away. I  began to

The p rinc ipa l po in ts in the 'longed  law su it w ith  a good chance 
Burko-W adsworth D ra ft Law I of losing out in  the end, as so 
provide that every citizen front I often happens today under the
21 to 3G years of age shall he 
liable to at least one year’s m il i
ta ry  service. A close study of 
the law as passed discloses many 
defects which w ork to the dis
advantage or the o rd ina ry  worker.

Y O U 'L L  G ET Y O U R  JOB 
B A C K — M A Y B E

L  The Draft B ill docs not give 
any guarantee that conscripts w ill 
get hack th e ir  jobs. The section 
on arrangements fo r job-retu rn 
contains a large loophole fo r the 
employers in the clause s ta ting  
that employers must reh ire  con
scrip ts, only i f  they apply w ith in  
th ir ty  days of com pleting service 
and “ unless the employer's c ir 
cumstances have so changed as 
to make it impossible or unrea
sonable to do so.”

Men who aren’ t reinstated may 
file suit in  the United States 
Courts against the offending em
ployer. Thus the employed con
scrip t faces the prospect of a pro

provisions of the Wagner Labor 
Relations Law, Meantime, t lie 
w orker can starve.

S T A R V A T IO N  W AGES 
A R E  “ P A T R IO T IC "

2. Th is is made easier by the 
fact that the pay fo r privates is 
$21 fo r the firs t fou r months and 
$30 thereafter. Few conscripts 
w ill be able to save any nest-egg 
at these pay rates. Moreover, no 
provis ion is made fo r discharge 
pay to enable the conscrip t to 
tide over the period between dis
charge and employment.

O N LY  T W E L V E  M O NTHS 
— IF  N O T M O R E!

3. The law does not restric t 
the term  of service to twelve 
months. That is s im ply the m in i
mum. I f  the President decrees a 
state of na tiona l emergency or in 
case of war, conscripts may he 
compelled to serve indefin ite ly. 
A fte r com pleting his year of tra in 
ing, the conscript is liab le  to be

called up fo r service any tim e in ] no spécifié regulations fo r exemp
tile  next ten years.

•1. The law makes no p ro v i
sions fo r dependents. W h ile  th is  
may cause only l i t t le  hardship at 
firs t when those w ith  numerous 
dependents w i l l  probably be plac
ed in deferred classifications. It 
w il l in fl ic t trenipndous hardship 
when these men are called tip la 
ter. when w ar comes.

NO PRO TEC TIO N  
A G A IN S T  CR EDITO RS

5. Insurance policies, m ort
gages-, installm ent-purchases, and 
o ther partia lly-pa id  fo r goods are 
safeguarded very loosely, i f  at all. 
The on ly provis ion regard ing in 
s ta llm en t purchases states that 
the seller may not repossess them 
fo r non-payment d u rin g  the tim e 
Hie draftee is in service, but there 
is no th ing to prevent tlie  seller 
from  tak in g  them im m ediate ly 
after. T ha t is why stocks of fin 
ance. companies remained unaf
fected by passage of th is  law.

A P A R A D IS E  FOR F IN K S

tions or deferments» are included 
in the law  itse lf. These are left 
to presidentia l decree. According 
to the regulations drawn up by 
Ihe Joint A rm y and Navy Selec
tive  Service Committee in 1S26 
in an tic ipa tion  of th is  hour, w o rk
ers w ill have to submit two a ff i
davits. one from  his im m ediate 
superior, the other from  his boss. 
Th is gives employers a perfect 
chance to r id  themselves of tro u 
blesome trade-union ists and till 
th e ir places w ith  (Inks or inex
perienced suckers.

One consequence of the law is 
that young workers are already 
find ing  it  increasing ly  d iff ic u lt to 
got jobs. Testim ony to th is  e ffec t 
was published in  a le tte r to the 
N. Y . Times, Sept. 10: “ As < 
young: man just ha lfw ay between 
the ages of 21 and 31 I have re 
cently encountered among pros 
pective employers a decided un
w illingness to in te rv iew  fo r va 
cancies persons lik e ly  to be dra ft

G. It is im portant to note tha t ed fo r m ilita ry  service.”

the sheetmetal went through m y hate the boss w ith  a real hate not 
glove and cut a finger so that it jus t a lite ra ry  one. I kept th ink- 
bled qu ite a h it. But it was n o t ' ing how mam/ there were, of us. 
much o f a out, and 1 was sur
prised tha t t lie fellows were so 
sym pathetic (because they seemed 
so tough). Ar.d they made me go 
to the first aid room. 1 went, 
a lthough I was a li t t le  a fra id  of 
being thought sissyish to take 
tim e o ff fo r that.

I tr ied  not to look tired , so no
body would say 1 couldn't take it. 
B u t, I  was secretly glad when the 
cu ttin g  machine operator took us 
to the to ile t room where we could 
rest a m inute w ith o u t the fore
man watching.

The only subject of conversa
tion  was the lousy wages and 1 lie 
poor union in the place. I decided 
I better go easy about socialism, 
and I chimed in about the wages 
very s trong ly, and tried  to te ll 
w hat I knew of unions in D etro it 
and why they succeeded when 
they did.

One boy even mentioned w lia t

and how strong most of the fe l
lows looked.

The main power the boss seems 
lo  have is jus t the foremen, the 
stool pigeons and a few signs. (Of 
course a ll the bosses together 
have a ll the police and (be mach
inery  of state as w e ll.) One sign 
above the tool-room door reads:

“ I f  you don't lik e  our country 
tha t you live  in

Go hack to  the land from  where 
you came.

No one here w ill ever miss you,
And only you r ignorance is to 

blame.”

Most of the workers are Polish 
and Kalians. N early  a ll at-p sec
ond generation. But none of them 
seem to want to go to Europe. 
And they at! want h igher wages. 
Bo 1 guess I ' l l  s tick around.

N E W  W O R KER

Labor Control Of M ilita ry  
Training Debated By Union

The S ta lin is ts  and the H illm a n  
forces are c lashing b it te r ly  in the 
CIO. lout th a t these two- groups 
are not too fa r  ap a rt was demon
stra ted  when both turned the ir 
fire  against a m il ita n t  delegate 
a t the f irs t b iennia l convention 
o f the U n ited Paper, N o ve lty  and 
Toy W orkers In te rn a tio n a l Union 
(CTO), las t weekend in New Y ork  
C ity .

The s to ry  is s ig n ifica n t and 
w o rth  to llin g . I t  th row s con
siderable lig h t on the m eaning of 
the fight, between the S ta lin is ts  
and the H illm a n  forces w h ich is 
scheduled to  come out in to  the 
open in fu l l  b last a t the CIO state 
convention th is  weekend.

H illm a n  Gang’s S tra tegy
A t the U n ited  Paper conven

tion  the H illm a n  forces sought to 
prevent a serious discussion o f 
the effects ott the labor movement 
o f the “ N a tiona l Defense”  p ro 
gram . T h e ir s tra teg y  was to s ta ll 
th is  question u n t il the la s t hour 
o f the convention and then, w ith  
a plea fo r  ad journm ent, re fe r the 
question to the In te rn a tio n a l 
Executive Board, w h ich is com
p le te ly  under th e ir  contro l.

T h e ir plans were, however, m is
calculated. On the second day o f 
the convention, the f ig h t broke 
out over the report, o f the E xe
cutive Board. In  question was the 
section o f the repo rt dealing w ith

National Defense, which was 
merely a duplicate copy of Sid
ney Hillman’s patriotic position 
“approving the program of na
tional defense now being un
folded . . . ”

A severe attack on this section 
was made by one of the delegates 
of the United Paper Workers 
Union of New York.

For Workers' Control
The local union for which the 

delegate spoke had gone on re
cord at its last membership meet
ing “in favor of military train
ing under the control and super
vision of the trade unions.”

In its resolution the local de
manded that the government 
supply the facilities, equipment 
and instructors necessary to 
train the workers in the mili
tary arts and sciences, to de
velop the versatile trade union 
militants to become workers’ 
officers upon election by their 
fellow worker-soldiers, and that 
the program of training be un
der the control of the trade 
unions. This position had been 
adopted by an overwhelming 
vote of the local union.
No sooner had the delegate 

concluded presentation and argu
ment for the resolution which his

troduce. when the H illm a n  pack 
started  a move— to d iscred it the 
reso lu tion by question ing tin  
fa c t th a t the delegate was p ro p 
e rly  seated 'by the credentials 
com m ittee!

S ta lin is t Yellow -Bellies
And w hat did the S ta lin is ts  do? 

They started  a contest w ith  the 
H illm a n  gang to- see w hich o f 
these tw o  groups could outdo the. 
o ther in de roga to ry  speeches 
aga inst the reso lu tion  fo r  w o rk 
ers’ con tro l o f m il ita ry  tra in in g  
The S ta lin is ts  took a d isgus ting ly  
pacifis t position on th is  funda
mental question. And these scoun
drels dare to c la im  the heritage 
o f Len in !

The resolution could no t pass 
in the face o f th is  “ united f r o n t ”  
q f S ta lin is t and H illm a n  forces. 
Th is rep o rte r did w itness, how
ever, a group o f about fourteen 
delegates who expressed then 
agreem ent and sym pathies to the 
delegate who had introduced the 
reso lu tion.

Inc iden ta lly , even some o f the 
pro-Roosevelt supporters p ro te s t
ed when the ad m in is tra tion  ra i l
roaded th rough  a reso lu tion in 
favo r o f a th ird  te rm  fo r  Roose
velt. in crass bureaucratic fashion.

Air King Strike 
Is Over, Judge 
Smothered It

local had ins tructed  him  to  in- p e rm ittin g  no discussion.

WORKER INSISTS WE MUST PREDICT 
THAT U.S . -  SOVIET PACT IS COMING
E D ITO R : —

1 believe the Appeal should 
c a tty  a steady stream of artic les 
concerning the com ing U. S.-So- 
viet Union pact. We must predict 
i t ,  we must expla in how a M arx
ist analysis enables us to foresee 
tliis . we must denounce the Com
in te rn  fo r  not in fo rm in g  th e ir  
ranks of it. we m ust demand of 
the rank and file C. P. why he 
hasn't been told, and then explain 
to h im  why. 1. e. because the C.P. 
line  w ill sw itch to support of the 
U. S. government.

I  am doing th is  at present to 
the C. P.'s in my local and it is 
very effective. T h e ir change in 
line  fo llow ing  the H itle r-S ta lin  
pact confused them te r r ib ly —now 
they feel tha t an y th ing  can hap
pen. Here's some of th e ir re- 
m a 'ks  when I predict the com
in g  pact— “ Who told you,— a b ir 
die?”  Then I exp la in the prob 
lems con fron ting  Am erican im 
peria lism  and the K rem lin  bu
reaucracy showing them that fo l
low ing the defeat of B r ita in  the in 
terests of both become "p a ra lle l.”  
Then 1 demand of them a cate
gorica l answer on w hether they 
w i l l  support the U. S. gov't. F irs t 
they deny tha t, then they m odify 
th a t w ith  “ well under certain 
conditions i t  m igh t become neces 
sary etc." We m ust fo llow  the 
development closely and give it 
w ide p u b lic ity  in  our press.

A week or two ago, LOOK mag
azine carried  an a rtic le  by Pear 
son and A llen concerning the 
“ pa ra lle l" in terests of Russia and 
the U. S. K now ing  the re la tio n 
ship between these colum nists 
and the government, and know ing 
the ce rta in ty  of th is  development 
one can de fin ite ly  say tha t th is  
a rtic le  in such a mass publication 
was directed by the propaganda 
machine of the government fo r a 
twofo ld purpose; firs t, to orien t 
the public m ind in such a d irec
tion  (most of whom th in k  th is  
fan tas tic ), second to sound out 
public op in ion by the le tte rs to

the ed ito r i t  receives and th e ir 
a ttitude.

The next stage o f the develop
ment of the S. W. P. as the mass 
revo lu tiona ry  pa rty  of Am erican 
labor w ill lie the s p lit t in g  of the 
C. P. and (lie w inn ing  over of 
its  revo lu tiona ry  elements to our 
ranks. We must understand th is  
and o rien t ourselves accordingly. 
A vigorous campaign around the 
com ing change in  line  w ill play 
a decisive role in  ach ieving th is  
objective.

J . D.
DETRO IT, M ich.

I t  is important to add to 
what comrade J. D. says this 
further point: Stalin is unlikely 
to switch partners so long as 
Hitler is in a position to pun
ish his satellite for switching. 
The same factors which motiv
ated Stalin in concluding the

pact with Hitler— fear of the 
powerful German m i l i t a r y  
machine, the terrible weakness 
of the Red Army after the 
purge of its commanding 
cadres, the abyss between the 
Kremlin and the Soviet masses, 
hence the fear of direct involve
ment in the war—will keep 
Stalin close to H itler’s side so 
long as Hitler dominates Eu
rope. Stalin will switch over to 
the side of the United States 
only tinder the protection of 
U. S. armies and navies—i.e., 
only after American victories 
over Hitler in the coming war. 
That is why the present cam
paign of the U. S. State De
partment. to woo the Kremlin 
is doomed to disappointment; 
Stalin will only switch in the 
course of the war, and then 
only if America is winning vic
tories. and not before the 
war.— EDITORS.

JOHN BROOKS WHEELWRIGHT
O ur fr ien d  and p a r ty  comrade, us precisely on the basis o f his 

John Brooks W hee lw righ t, was fa m ily  tra d itio n . B u t there  was 
fa ta l ly  in ju re d  by an autom obile a tw in k le  in his eye as he said it. 
and died in Boston. Sunday, Sep- I Y e t somewhere he had imbibed 
ternber 1-4. He was fo r ty  three a rebe l’s instincts . Despite an 
years old. I education a t Fay School and St.

Comrade W h e e lw rig h t had dc- George’s School, p riva te  schools 
m onstrated his firmness and loy- o f the rich , a t H a rva rd  he dc- 
a lty  to  the revo lu tiona ry  move- fended the famous Boston police 
ment. When, under the im pact o f s tr ik e  o f 1919. N a tu ra lly  he 
the second w orld  w ar, so m any b rough t upon h im se lf the w ra th  
pe tty-bourgeo is in te llec tua ls  dc- and calum ny o f the H a rva rd  au- 
sertad the re vo lu tio n a ry  m ove -1 th o ritie s  and Massachusetts plu- 
ment, John stood firm  on the solid, toerats and was forced to resign 
rock o f M arx ism . | his post as ed ito r o f the “ Crirn-

F a r from  conceding th a t his I son.”  
background was a handicap in a ' N o t the least o f his roads to 
revo lu tiona ry  w o rke rs ’ movem ent the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l was his 
— he was born in to  one o f the I poetry.
oldest fam ilies  o f New  England 1 The re vo lu tio n a ry  p a rty  is 
a descendant o f the Rev. John rooted in the w o rk in g  class, but 
W hee lw righ t who founded W ells | i t  draws to its e lf  the best from  
in Maine and E xe te r in  New a ll classes. Am ong them  was John 
Ham pshire— he used to in s is t Brooks W hee lw righ t. A  last 
m ost solem nly th a t he came to ' Salute, comrades!

A u to  W orkers' 
Strike V o te

I

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
vote w ill undoubtedly be over
w he lm ing ly fo r a rm ing  the F ish
er executive board w ith  s trike  
power.

In tlte face of th is  determ ined 
stand i t  is probable th a t the cor
poration w ill be forced to drop 
its  frame-up charges against the 
li t  F isher un ion is ts  and re instate 
them on the job. I f  they don't, 
they w ill lie faced w ith  a s trike , 
because there is no doubt that 
the F isher Local No. 581 means 
business. They know well enough 
that should the corporation he a l
lowed lo get away w ith  th is  ac
tion  against the 19 key men it  w il l 
a ll but destroy the union.

T ile  m ilita n t sph-it of tlie  union 
has not died down, but lias ac
tu a lly  increased since the meet
ing o f a week ago. The meeting- 
ball yesterday was fu l l  to over
flow ing.

W hile  the UAW  membership ;n 
F lin t and elsewhere is fu ll of 
tight, the local leadership is inex
perienced and in constant danger 
o f being nutmaneuvered bv the 
company. The In te rn a tio n a l Board 
members have shown th e ir  inabi*- 
ity  to get the company to live  
tip to tlie  contract, w h ile  at the 
same tim e they t ry  to tone down 
tlie  fig h tin g  spirit, of tHe men.

Locally, t lie  m ilita n ts  show a 
tendency to become confused in 
I lie face of both the corporation's 
v io la tion  of the contract, and tlie  
In te rn a tion a l leadership's self- 
satisfied policy of doing noth'ng. 
As a result of th is. Hie sm oulder
in g  resentment of tlie  ranks stores 
up heat, and suddenly explodes in 
tlie  face of everyone.

P lann ing Ahead Needed
More conscious union m ilitan t?  

recognize tha t it is necessary for 
those who claim  to be leaders to 
take a firm  bold, to plan a cam
paign that w ill force the company 
to cease its  an ti-un ion  tactics, to 
live  up to the agreement, and w ill 
also force the In te rn a tion a l Board 
to get o ff its  swivel chairs and 
undertake to wh ip the company

cuts, and general in tim id a tio n .
T lie  union has a clear case in 

F isher Body. I t  is on ly neces
sary to present the facts to show 
tha t the corporation tr ied  to use 
the A F L  issue to smash the union, 
and get rid  of the key CIO men.

A le rt m ilita n ts  are now con
vinced of tlie  necessity to bring 
out the real Issues fac ing the 
un ion: they realize it is necessary 
to pile up a record of evidence to 
show that the corporation lias a ll 
but abrogated the contract, re
fused to settle grievances, in t i 
m idated union men, etc.

I t  is not enough to a llow  these 
grievances to sm oulder in Hit- 
breasts of the rank and file. The-

The s tr ik e  of Ihe workers at 
tlie  A ir  K in g  Rad'o C’o.. Brook 
lyn. N. Y.. ended last week. The 
dispute, which lias raged fo r Hie 
past fifteen weeks, was forced in t i 
a rb itra tio n  by Judge Nova. The 
A ir  K in g  Co. applied fo r an in 
junc tion  against Local 430, U n it 
ed E lectrica l, Radio and Machine 
W orkers (C IO), and Judge Nova 
before g iv in g  his decision, forced 
tlie  union to a rb itra te  w ith  the 
eoinnany and Local B-1010 
(A F L  I.

The a rb itra to r, Dr. Lapp, after 
lis ten ing  to evidence fo r fou r day? 
gave his decision in favor of the 
company and the I.B.E.W . He 
m aintained that a contract signed 
by the company w ith  scab-herder 
W iilia m  Beedie, In te rna tiona l 
Representative of (lie I.B  E.W. 
was legal in  spite of tlie  fact that 
not one w o rke r in the shop voted 
to accept the contract. He told 
the workers to go back to work 
and gave tlie  boss the r ig h t tn 
select w h ich of t lie  s tr ike rs  lie 
would take back.

Through a ruse Roadie prevailed 
upon a member of the s tr ik e  com 
nuttee to call a s tr ike rs ' nicotine 
a f  tlie  A F L  Headquarters last F ri 
day, Sept. 13. l ie  proposed there 
that before any o f tlie  A ir  Kin? 
s tr ike rs  could get th e ir  jobs back 
in  the plant thev would firs t have 
to help h im  In-ea-k Other shops 
away from  the CIO union and in to 
h is own p riva te  racket. The 
workers at a IT. E. (CIO) shop 
m eeting on Monday Sept. 1G re 
ieried his scheme and w ill remain 
w ith  the U. E. The tin ion w ill 
endeavor tn place a ll of the w o rk 
ers who ha ie  lost th e ir  jobs- in 
other l.T. E. shops.

got 500 Appeals to  the trade
un ion is ts  and m ilita n ts  o f L i t t le  
Steel, than to s trugg le  a long a t 
Ihe pace we’re go ing now.

SU P E R -A C TIV ITY  
IN  YOUNGSTOWN ! !

One o f the most heartening'
Herns o f the continued success o f 
mass Appeal w ork is the flood of I Couldn t we w o rk  out some corn- 
rousing reports  sent in each and 1 Promise arrangem ent?  
every week. Take th is  one from  
Youngstown, as an example o f
w ha t keeps our m orale up:

Needless to say, Youngstown is 
now g e ttin g  its  500 Appeals each 
week- and m aking good on its  
promise to  pay fo r  them !

Y O U N G S TO W N . Ohio— “ W  c
were a ll pleased a t rece iv ing your 
le tte r  o f commendation. But in 
tea l A m erican, ‘ you a in ’t  soon 
nu tten ye t.’

“ A t  present we handle our A p 
peals as fo llow s : F ir s t— each com
rade takes att ind iv idua l bundle 
order fo r  his contacts. He reports  
on them  a t the fo llo w in g  meet
ing.

“ Then, considering our fine in 
du s tria l area we have found i t  
necessary to  g ive up house-to- 
house w o rk , in  order to  do ju s 
tice to  our w o rk  a t union meet
ings and fa c to ry  gates. The main 
fa c to ry  we are w o rk in g  a t is a 
large rubber p lan t, where the CIO 
won a recent election. We cover 
fo u r o ther CIO meetings, w ith  
more in s igh t.

“In one CIO meeting a worker 
wns heard to remark, with the 
APPEAL spread out in front of 
him. “What’s the matter with 
vnu guys? You afraid to get one? i 
It ’s a damn good paper.”

“In another meeting some of 
the officials came out and told 
us to come around with the paper 
at the CLOSE of the meeting, as 
the workers read it constantly 
during the meeting and this dis
turbs order.

“ A th ird  tim e  a CTO o ffic ia l en
tered in to  an a rgum ent w ith  the 
comrade s tand ing there w ith  A p 
peals. The a rgum ent centered 
around union contro l o f m ilita ry- 
tra in in g  fo r  the w orkers. A fte r  
a long discussion, in w h ich the 
comrade was supported by' the 
union members stand ing by. a | 
prom ise was extracted from  Un
o ffic ia l to propose th a t his union 
adopt th is  program . S o rry  to  say 
he d idn ’ t  keep his prom ise; hut. 
we’re s t i l l  h it t in g  them  w ith  the 
Appeals, and the prom ise w ill not 
be fo rgo tten .

“ To ge t 100 copies o f the A p 
peal out in a tow n th is  size is fa r  
from  adequate. We feel we could 
handle 500 papers a week and 
pay fo r  them  i f  we d idn ’t  have to 
pay qu ite si. heav ily  each week 
on the b ill incurred before the I ho ld ing  an open m eeting to test 
sp lit. W e feel, as we hope yon  ̂ the resu lts o f our w o rk  in th is  
do, th a t i t  is more im p o rta n t to  neighborhood.”

BOSTON’S R E S U LTS  
ON A P P E A L  W ORK

BOSTON. Mass.— “ Wo received 
our f irs t re tu rn  on our mass w o rk  
w ith  the Appeal. We received a 
le tte r  from  a young w o rk e r ask
ing  fo r  in fo rm a tio n  on the pa rty . 
M atthew s (Boston o rgan ize r) and 
I  v is ited  him and found a young 
w o rke r on the road o f indepen
dent th in k in g  and th in k in g  ser
iously about the socia list move
ment. l ie  is against Roosevelt and 
W illk ie  both and is fo r  a w o rk 
ers' pa rty .

“ He was in the C.C.C. fo r tw o  
years and states the  food was 
lousy and the reason because the 
officers pocketed p len ty  and the 
boys suffered.

“ We gave him  sonic Appeals 
and lite ra tu re  and ta lked w ith  
him  fo r  an hour o r so. We w il l  
keep a fte r  th is  contact and there 
is a good chance to  ge t h im  in to  
the pa rty . He is about 20 years 

i ohl and lives in the slums o f the 
same tow n T happen to  have been 
born and raised in, and where five 
o f us Irishm en in the Boston 
Branch canto from  and in to  the 
pa rty  a t about the same tim e. 
We hope to  get him  in ; he w i l l  
help us in ou r w o rk .”

HOUSE-TO-HOUSE  
IN  CHICAGO

CH IC AG O . I l l— “ . . . W e  have 
f in a lly  come to a po in t where the 
whole neighborhood in  which we 
have been concen tra ting  knows 
o f our existence and the name 
“ Socia list A ppea l” . Our thorough 
method o f work has enabled us 
to do the fo llo w in g  th in g s ;

“ 1. It popularizes the Appeal 
in a w o rk in g  class neighborhood.

“ 2. I t  gives us a con tact lis t 
from  which we can bu ild  a b ig 
ger branch in  th a t neighborhood.

“ 3. I t  also helps tts to  deter
mine w hether i t ’s w o rth  w h ile  
w o rk in g  where we arc now or to 
move in to  another location.

“ On September 17th we are

skip by the Rent hers and the 
Thomases, is obviously a poor 
agreement. The grievance proce
dure is long and drawn out, the 
“ im p a rtia l um p ire  clause”  is a 
foolish illu s ion  .that there can lie 
any th ing  ''im p a rt ia l”  in a fight 
between company and workers.

Hut in general a union contract 
can lie made as good as the union 
members can make i t  by the ir  oi- 
uanizrd strength.  The GM con
tract has never in  a e fiia litv  been 
nut: in to  effect. The company 
ignores its  provisions. And the 
union due to its  inexperience, and 
to its  cow ard ly top leadersh'p.
lias done l i t t le  to enforce its  prov- 

record must be made against tlie  isions, and to make use o f i t  ;o

J in to  line, stop the speed ups, wags

company in black and white, and 
the union m ust adopt an im p reg 
nable position o f a tte m p tin g  to 
enforce the agreem ent, w h ile  the 
company refuses to live  up to it.

Struggle Only Beginning 
The struggle against 051 is on ly 

beginning. A great responsib ility  
fa lls  on the leadership. In the 
next weeks the grievances w ill 
pile tip even higher. Rank and 
file m ilita n cy  w il l  surge up every
where.

B u t th is  rank and file courage 
w ill ebh and tlie unless it is o r 
gan'zed. unless i t  is led. unless it 
is given a program of action based 
upon a cool understanding of what 
the union must do.

There are p len ty of potentia l 
leaders in the UAW-CIO. The 
membership is well-known fo r it? 
courage and fight. The F isher 
events show that well enough. It 
is now tin to t lie  leadership to 
come fo rth  and show the m agni
ficent figh ting  m embership that 
i t  is able to lead a successful fight 
against the huge CM corporation 

The In te rn a tion a l Board has 
already been forced to get busy 
by the F isher Body Lo'-al No. 
581. Other locals w ill fo llow  suit 
and ins is t on action to settle tlie  
m ountain o f grievances they have 
had on tlie  fire fo r months.

The GM contract, rammed down 
the th roa ts of the UAAV member-

tlie  fu llest degree.
The contract provides (hat 

wages shall he negotiated on a 
p lan t basis: but instead of th is  
the company lias been allowed ac
tu a lly  to cut wage levels >n manv 
plants. The contract provides that 
speed or tim e standards sha ll lie 
negotiated on a p lant basis, but 
th is  too lias not been e ffective ly  
done.

The union is well enough o r
ganized to enforce (liese provi-' 
sions and foree the company to 
agree to union conditions on 
wages and tim e  standards. A ll 
tha t Is needed is a planned iTun- 
paign, and serious action to show 
the company they cannot get 
away w ith  th e ir  present openly 
arrogant a ttitude.

A s ta rt has been made in F ish
er Body, where fir-d o f a ll the 
union is determ ined to re instate 
the 19 suspended tn'-n, and when 
th is  is done, to fo llow  up w ith  
a strong campaign to settle on 
union term s the m u ltitu de  of in 
justices the corporation has up to 
th is  po in t forced upon the men.

Keen in te rest has been shown 
by workers in other plants in  
tlie  F isher struggle. I t  is to lie 
expected tha t from  now on the 
union w ill become more aggres
sive. under pressure from  the 
ranks.

Jobless Negro Lad 
Tries To get Into 
The U. S. Army .  .  .
N E W A R K . N. J.— For many 

mouths, a strong, g ian t Negro 
youth had been, unsuccessfully 
seeking w ork. Everyw here ills  
color was against him .

One day last week, im pelled by 
hunger and attracted by a color
fu l poster which proclaimed "U n 
cle Sam Needs You Join the A r
my Now”  he entered a local re
c ru it in g  office. The fat, well-fed 
look ing  officer, gave h im  a dis
tastefu l look and said. “ We don't 
want no damn black boys in  the 
A rm y  now. You have lo w a it 
fo r conscrip tion."

In fu ria ted , t lie  youth reached 
nvet the desk and yanked Die 
frightened officer lo his feet. 
"L is ten . Mr. A rm y  M an." he said 
“ even i f  you don’t  w ant to a l
low any Negroes in tDo A rm y, 
you better take m y name down. 
When von d ra ft me. 1 a in 't com
ing. I ’ll have no th ing to do w ith  
your J im  Crow arm y. You’ l l  have 
to come and get me—and you bet
to r b ring  your lily -w h ite  arm y 
along w ith  you."

A sendoff party for 

PLEN UM  DELEGATES

Dancing, D rinks , Food— A good 
tim e fo r  a ll. Auspices o f the 
Bronx Branch. 857 W estchester 
Avenue 8:30 P.M.— Sept. 21 S at
urday N ig h t— Adm ission. 20c.
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by Robert L. Birchman

Negro People Hold the Balance
The 1940 elections are o f tremendous im p o rt

ance to the colored race. They Lake place in the 
m ids t o f w o rld  shaking events. The w a r in E u
rope sharpens and the day comes closer when 
workers, colored and w h ite , w i l l  be called on to 
g ive th e ir  lives to pro tect W a ll S tree t’s pro fits . 
The cris is  o f unem ploym ent rem ains w ith  us, in 
sp ite  o f the huge expenditures fo r  armaments. 
Wages stand s t ill ,  re lie f  and W P A  go down, and 
the cost o f liv in g  shoots up. The conscrip tion b ill 
is rushed fo r  debate and passage, w h ile  the A n t i-  
Lynch B il l lies a -itiou lde ring  in a draw er. The 
A rm y  keeps shouting ih a t i t  needs men, and i t  
keeps re jec tin g  Negro volunteers. The Ku K lu x  
K la n  gets holder, and gives out lea fle ts  on the 
Streets o f northern  cities.

A l l  these th in gs  a ffe c t the lives and condi
tions o f every w orker. They a ffe c t the colored 
w o rke r most o f a ll because he is always hardest 
h it  in every cris is . The Negro people cannot 
ignore these th ings, the y  have to  do som ething 
about them. B u t in order to know w hat to  do, 
they  m ust understand w ha t the s itua tion  re a lly  
is, and why.

The f irs t  step on the N egro ’s road to freedom 
is an in tensified pa rtic ip a tion  in po litics . An old 
a rgum ent against th is is: “ We don’t  have enough 
po litica l s treng th  to ga in  an y th in g .”  Recent 
studies by the G allup P o ll prove th is  argum ent 
com ple te ly false. In  M ay th is  Poll found th a t 
there are eleven states in which the Negro vote 
is the decisive one. the vote which w i l l  probably 
sw ing  these stales. They were Delaware, In 
diana, New Y o rk . M innesota, I llin o is , New J e r
sey, M ich igan, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Connecticut 
and Nebraska. Notice that, th is does no t include 
the heavily  Negro-populated states in the South, 
where Negroes are shot i f  they  so much as t r y  
to  vote. And s t i l l  these eleven states w ill de ter
m ine the course o f the na tiona l e lection!

T rue, the colored man has not benefited much 
fro m  po litics  so fa r . B u t th a t is because he has 
used his p o lit ic a l s treng th  aga inst his own in 
terests. A  m a jo r ity  o f the colored w orkers  have 
a lw ays voted fo r  e ithe r the Dem ocratic o r Re
publican Parties. A  b r ie f exam ination o f these 
pa rties  and th e ir  pres identia l candidates w ill 
show w hy th is  has been a tra g ic  m istake. Here 
we w il l  not take up at th is  tim e  th e ir  policies in 
rega l’d to the general questions o f w ar, low 
wages, unem ploym ent, etc. Jus t ana lyz ing  then- 
policies in regard to  the special problems o f the 
colored race is enough to  expose them fo r  w hat 
they are. In  the words o f Roosevelt, “ Le t's  look 
a t the record.”  L e t’s look a t his record.

The Roosevelt Record
D u rin g  alm ost e igh t years in office Roosevelt 

developed the idea o f “ m ust le g is la tio n ” . By th is  
was m eant the h ills  in  ■Congress th a t he badly 
wanted passed, and on many occasions he has 
pu b lic ly  th row n his w e igh t behind such bills . 
O ften lie has made the proposals h im self, on such 
th in gs  as money fo r  arm am ents, conscrip tion, 
etc. D u ring  these e igh t years several versions 
o i the A n ti-L y n c h  B ill were introduced. N o t 
once did he o ffe r  a s ingle word in fa v o r o f such 
b ills ! Each tim e he was as mum as a dum m y 
w h ile  his p a rty  jo ined hands w ith  the Republi
cans to  k i l l  the b ill. In  his years o f office he has 
made hundreds o f speeches, ta lked  on thousands 
o f th in gs— but never once a speech, or a sentence, 
o r a word about the A n ti-L yn ch  B ill.

E ig h t southern states use a poll tax  to keep 
the colored people from  voting . Several b ills , sup
ported by Negroes and the labor movement, have 
been introduced in Congress to  e lim inate  th is  
vicious leg is la tion . They a ll w en t where the A n ti-  
Lynch B il l went. And Roosevelt continued to 
make speeches about dem ocracy. . .  in Europe. 
F rom  h im , no t a word, no t a syllable, on ly the 
silence o f the grave, on the po ll tax.

Jim Crow Is a General
As Com m ander-in-Chief o f the A rm y, Roose

v e lt has much to say about its  policies. No im 
p o rta n t decisions are made w ith o u t his approval. 
B u t the h is to ry  o f the A rm y  under Roosevelt is 
the same h is to ry  o f d isc rim ina tion  aga inst colored 
soldiers and applican ts as under the Republicans 
before him . Negroes are g iven the d ir t ie s t jobs 
in  the A rm y , they are denied the op po rtu n ity  to 
advance themselves, they s u ffe r in su lt and segre
gation. J im  C row  is a general In the A rm y , but 
the Com m ander-In-Chief has never been heard 
to say a word about it.

A l l  th is  absolute silence from  a man who ta lks  
so much means on ly  one th in g : Roosevelt favors 
the po licy o f d isc rim in a tio n !

Roosevelt was no t-e lected and re-elected on 
the basis o f his sm ile alone. H is election was 
made possible by a po litica l machine. This 
machine is w e ll known as the Dem ocratic P arty . 
I ts  main source o f s treng th  comes from  one place, 
the  "so lid  south” . There the Dem ocratic P a rty  
ru les supreme. There the Negro su ffe rs  every
th ing ’ bu t lega l slavery. There is the home o f the 
lynch mob. There such good Democrats as Sena
to r  Bilbo, who wants to ship the colored people 
back to  A fr ic a , and Cotton Ed Sm ith, and the 
o ther K u -K lu xe rs  and n igh t-r id e rs , are the m ast
ers. and when they  say, “ A  th ird  te rm  fo r  Roose
v e lt” . i t  means som ething. W ha t se lf-respecting 
colored w o rke r can de live r them his vote?

The Dem ocratic P a rty  belongs to  these men. 
S upport them  and you w i l l  be suppo rting  the 
whole system o f J im  Crow. P u t them back in 
o ffice and you w i l l  be p u ttin g  them  in a position 
where they can tig h te n  the chains o f opposition 
around you. F ig h t fo r  them  and you w il l  ibe f ig h t
in g  to keep the A n ti-L y n c h  B ill and other p ro 
gressive leg is la tion  in the draw er. Vote fo r  them 
and you w il l  be vo ting  fo r  d isc rim ina tion  in p r iv 
ate em ploym ent, on re lie f, c iv il service and in the 
armed forces.

(N e x t week; The Republicans)

(Continued fro m  ra g e  1) 
show you th a t they Were not 
asked o f you before?

A : I w ill not answer because 
you want to  make me fa ll in to  
contrad ictions. I w ill answer no 
more than what I have already 
sa id : 1 don’t  remember the 
dates nor the subjects o f con
versations nor the number of 
conversations I had w ith  T ro t
sky.

JU D G E : I f  you are answer
ing tru th fu l ly ,  then you should 
not fea r tha t you w ill fa ll in to  
any con trad ic tions by repeat
ing your answers.
The whole fraud of Jackson's 

explanation, designed solely to 
cover up the GPU. is summed up 
in the final Question and answer 
of t il ls  afternoon:

Q : You cla im , then, tha t you 
never received any le tte r o f re 
commendation from  the alleged 
member o f the Bureau o f the 
F ourth  In te rn a tio n a l to  T ro t

sky : you claim  fu r th e r  tha t T ro t
sky knew th a t you did not 
speak Russian and tha t he knew 
you were not an organ izer in 
the F ourth  In te rn a tion a l and 
not even a member o f the 
F ourth  In te rn a tio n a l; you claim  
fu rth e r, tha t w ith in  s ix  weeks 
or so a fte r  you firs t m et T ro t
sky. he to ld you to proceed to 
Russia to organize acts o f sa
botage and make a ttem pts on 
the life  o f S ta lin  and other 
leaders o f the bureaucracy, and 
you claim  also tha t T ro tsky  did 
not g ive you any details but 
s im p ly told you to  go ahead and 
do those th ings. Is that r ig h t?

A : Yes, I d idn ’ t  know w hat 
was in T ro ts k y ’s mind and I 
d idn ’t make any calculations. 
The assassin, as can be seen, is 

extrem ely cautious and extrem ely 
hard: it  is doubtfu l i f  more can 
be done w ith  him than to prove 
tha t lie is ly ing . But th a t is being 
proved to the D i l l ! And it  is of 
course clear to a ll honest people 
tha t the only purpose he has in 
ly in g  is to cover up his GPU 
roots.

New C. P. Moves
U n like  the attacks on Cardenas 

appearing in the U. S. Daily  
Worker,  the S ta lin is t pa rty  here 
is c raw lin g  on its  be lly to Carde
nas. A C. P. delegation waited 
hat in hand to sec him  yesterday, 
hut he would not receive them. 
The delegation met one o f h is  
secretaries and whined fo r an 
hour about th e ir  support of Car
denas. He, o f course, stands by 
ills  denunciation o f the "agents 
of a fore ign power”  who m urder
ed T ro tsky.

H aving cautiously waited fo r 
three weeks to make sure tha t 
Jackson's accomplices were not 
caught— they have undoubtedly 
fled tlie  country by now—and 
having assured themselves that 
Jackson won’t sp ill anyth ing, the 
Communist P arty  offic ia ls  have 
come out proposing an investiga
tion  of the C. P. to establish th e ir  
innocence. Since a systematic, in 
vestigation of the assassination is 
a lready going on, and since an 
equally system atic investiga tion  is 
being carried out concerning the 
May 21 a ttem pt on T ro tsky, fo r 
which David Serrano, member of 
the P o litica l Buro of the C. P. 
is being held fo r tr ia l,  it  costs 
the C. P. exactly noth ing to make 
th is  public proposal fo r an in 
vestigation.

S im ultaneously, however, the 
C. P. has issued a special ed ition 
of La Voz <le Mexico w ith  another 
line  of defense. I t  consists of 
one long splurge about Almazan, 
rhe key to which is th is  sentence: 
"The Communist P arty  arden tly  
calls on a ll the people to concen
tra te  a ll Its forces in the decisive 
figh t against the seditious and 
reactionary plans of A lm azan.” 
And forget about the assassina
tion  of T ro tsky, na tu ra lly . W hile 
yesterday these scoundrels c la im 
ed that, the anti-Com m unist pro
paganda was being used as a red 
h e rring  to d iv e rt a tten tion  away 
from  Almazan, today they are 
themselves using Almazan as a 
red h e rrin g  to d ive rt a tten tion  
from  th e ir own crim e.

A c iv il w a r in  Mexico today 
would be a godsend to the S tal
in is ts !

Trotsky’s Assassin "Doesn’t Rem em ber"

Siqueiros, Leader o f May 24 Attempt 
On Trotsky, Defends His Foul Deed

Rv W A L T E R  R O U R K E
MEXICO C ITY , Sept. 11 ’ The 

Mexican public lias been witness 
to the curious spectacle of a GPU 
agent w r it in g  to the press in o r
der to defend his crim e and rev ile  
bis v ic tim . David A lfa ro  Siquei
ros, adm itted leader in  the May 
2-1tii assault on the T ro tsky house 
and fu g itive  fro m  justice, has 
w ritte n  fou r le tte rs and artic les 
from  his h id in g  place.

He repeats the usual S ta lin is t 
slanders against T ro tsky, c r it ic 
izes the Cardenas Government for 
“ persecuting”  the g u ilty , and in 
sists tha t the Communist Party 
had no th ing to do w ith  the crime. 
He says th a t the on ly reason 
that he is in h id ing  is his fear 
of being caught in ja il i f  Almazan 
revolts and thereby he would be 
prevented from  p a rtic ip a tin g  in 
the struggle against the reaction.

The Communist P arty  of Mex
ico, of course, disowns Siqueiros. 
B u t lie is a product of S ta lin is t 
" tra in in g ,”  a member who was 
“ expelled”  because he had bigger 
th ings to do: he was to serve 
in S ta lin 's  secret police. *

The w ritin g s  of S iqueiros may 
be accepted as the voice of the 
GPU: e ither Siqueiros him self 
lias w ritte n  these artic les and le t
ters on the ins tructions of super
io rs—or other agents are w r it in g  
them and fo rg in g  S iqueiros’ name. 
In e ither case the signature rea l
ly  reads “ GPU” . These signed 
documents present w ith  su rp ris 
ing  frankness the real S ta lin is t 
policy as known by tha t highest 
organ of S ta lin ism — its  secret 
m urder society, the GPU.

S T A L IN ’S C O M P L A IN T  
A G A IN S T  C A R D E N A S

over, we can be sure tha t the 
GPU had several a lte rna tive  sto
ries. just as it  bad several a lte rn 
ative plans to carry out tlie  m ur
der. Siqueiros reveals one of 
those stories which, although it 
never came in to  actual use, has 
the unm istakable earm arks of a 
GPU lie.

In  the event of c iv il s tr ife  or 
trouble, the GPU planned to a t
tack T ro tsky ’s house in the role 
o f enraged citizens instead of 
policemen: " . . .  complacencies 
and lack of legal energy on (lie 
part of the State before its  reac
tiona ry  and im p e ria lis tic  opposi
tion  inev itab ly  carries w ith  it  the 
• illega l’ sporadic force of the base 
of the people . . . ”  It is, of course, 
rid icu lous fo r Siqueiros to pretend 
tha t an attack of twenty-five 
gangsters, showing an in tim a te  
knowledge of the in te r io r  of tlie 
house, w ith  five cars, several 
machine guns, un iform s of the 
police and arm y, w ith  the aid of 
women- spies who operated fo r 
months before the attack was a 
“ sporadic" act o f the “ base of the 
people.”  W hat Siqueiros de
scribes to us is an unused a lib i 
of tlie  S ta lin is ts . F o llow ing the 
intense campaign in  LA  VOZ DE 
MEXICO  (o ffic ia l C.P. organ) and

EL POPCJ.AU and F i r m 0  (un 
offic ia l organs) ca lling  T ro tsky 
an enemy of Mexico in 57 d iffe r 
ent varieties, an attack on the 
T ro tsky  house could have been 
named a "sporad ic" act of the 
“ base o f the people." Since no 
d ifficu ltie s  arose over .tlie  elec
tions by tlie  tim e of tlie  first GPU 
attack, th is  excuse was dropped.

The rem ainder of S iqueiros’ a r
ticles is s im p ly a repe tition  of 
tlie  Communist P arty  line  from  
which he diverges on ly to ju s tify  
the m urder. Thus in  a certain 
sense lie is more honest than o f
fic ia l po licy. In  words as in ac
tion . S iqueiros carries th is  policy 
one more step to its  logica l con
clusion. lie  not on ly accepted 
the lies o f S talin, tha t T ro tsky 
was the greatest renegade in h is
to ry, a friend  of Almazan, a coun
ter-revo lu tion is t etc., but also ac
cepted the order of S ta lin —to 
m urder liis  most uncom prom ising 
enemy. "W ith o u t an ti-S ta lin ism ," 
says Siqueiros. “ T ro tsky  would 
have died from  hunger'': th is  
should read “ Due to S ta lin ism , 
T ro tsky  d id  die from  a pickaxe.”

Not on ly did be accept t lie  m ur
der assignment but lie also de
fends It is crim e. W hy does lie

w rite  such se lf- inc rim ina ting  le t
ters? Possibly the GPU hopes to 
d is trac t a tten tion  from  Serrano-- 
a member of the P o litica l Com m it
tee who lias been detained by 
tlie  police since June fo r the May 
attack. I f  S iqueiros is out of tlie  
country, th is  course would present 
l i t t le  danger fo r him .

Or is the GPU p lann ing  to k i l l  
Siqueiros? I f  so. they may hope 
to blame friends of T ro tsky  as 
the m urderers; thus they could 
have h im  w rite  his slanderous 
and se lf- inc rim ina ting  le tte rs 
against T ro tsky  in order lo prov
ide a “ m otive.”  Or do they th ink  
tha t sueli le tte rs w ill convince the 
world tha t there 1s no connection 
between Siqueiros and the Com
m unist Party? In any case they 
w ill fa il. A  mere d is trac tion  is 
of l i t t le  value. I f  S iqueiros is 
k illed , everyone w il l  know that 
it was not the revengeful hand of 
T ro tsky is ts , but the silencing band 
of tho GPU that did t lie  job. And 
no one w ill pe rm it the Commun
ist P arty to free itse lf of respon
s ib ili ty  by announcing tha t S i
queiros was “ expelled.”  ITis words 
are those of a GPU agent and 
bis acts the fu lfillm ent, of an o r
der from  Stalin.

SIDNEY HILLMAN
Today He Is the Chief Lieutenant 

Of the Bosses in Labor's Ranks
In  an a rtic le  entitled "T lie  Real 

P o litica l Id e n tity  of the Cardenas 
Governm ent”  published in  a 
weekly, HOY, Siqueiros discusses 
the reasons fo r Cardenas’ ‘’perse
cu tio n " o f the assailants. Carde
nas, he says, is the " . . .  loyal, 
mechanical executor of the v io len t 
repressions and condemnation by 
tha t (bourgeois-democratic) State 
against the transgressors of its  
I.aw, w ith ou t stopping to consider 
the po litica l propositions and the 
human reasons fo r th e ir  proce
dure. W ithou t considering also 
the po litica l position of these per
sons.”  And why did Cardenas 
act so a rb itra r ily ?  In  order to 
demonstrate tha t ” . . .  his Gov
ernment . . . was not a Bolshevik 
Government, the insolent Social
is t Government tha t the noisy 
campaign o f the extreme rig h t 
of the N orth  Am erican press ta lks 
about . . . ”  S iqueiros’ c rite rio n  
o f a progressive governm ent is 
the degree of freedom the GPU 
is allowed- the degree to which 
being an agent of S ta lin  excuses 
crimes against the w o rk ing  class.

The GPU’s conception of a “ Bol
shevik”  Gov’t is one on the Rus
sian pa tte r where frame-up and 
legalized m urder is developed to 
a high technique. Cardenas should 
take in to  consideration that 
“  . . .  the supposed responsible 
persons fo r the assault were not 
professional delinquents, but ra th 
er recognized lighters of the Revo
lu tion , who had fought in Mexico 
and abroad . . . ”  fo r the same 
princ ip les as those supported by 
Cardenas. (W e m igh t ask who 
"recognizes" as lighters fo r the 
revo lu tion  such agents as the Are- 
nal brothers, Serrano. Carlos Con
treras, Siqueiros and the m urd
erer h im se lf— Jackson.)

The GPU insists through S i
queiros tha t a “ progressive”  gov
ernm ent should give its  members 
the same righ ts  they have in  Rus
sia— to m urder opponents w ith  
im p u n ity  in the name of the “ Rev
o lu tion .”  Such is the service of 
the S ta lin is ts  to the cause of 
Bolshevism. A more f r ig h tfu l 
slander o f the significance of 
Bolshevism could not be devised 
by the most reactionary members 
of the cap ita lis t class.

I t  w il l he remembered that 
a fte r the May 21th attack, the 
GPU, fo llow ing  its  usual practice, 
attempted to fram e the v ic tim  and 
make him  appear as the c u lp r it :  
it  tr ied  to tu rn  accuser in to  ac
cused. The offic ia l and unoffic ia l 
S ta lin is t press developed the the
ory of "self-assault,”  i. e. tha t 
T ro tsky  had shot up his own 
house. T h is  theory was no doubt 
a substitu te  r'or the o rig in a l in 
ten tion to fram e the guards in 
the event tha t the attack had suc
ceeded in  k il l in g  T ro tsky. How-

*M ike  Gold, apparently igno r
ant of the fact th a t his Mexican 
comrades had conceded Siqueiros’ 
respons ib ility  fo r the attem pt on 
T ro tsky  and had disowned Siquei
ros, w rote in  the Daily  W orker  a 
defense of Siqueiros’ innocence 
and said: “ Siqueiros, 4 u n d fr- 
staiid, was not a member o f tlie  
Com m unist Party, bu t lie accepted 
its  leadership, the outstanding 
Mexican in te llec tua l to do so.”  
(D a i ly  Worker,  Sept. 2, 1940). 
Now the S ta lin is ts  w i l l  have to 
disown M ike Gold!

As the w ar cris is  deepens, B ig  
Business no longer cares to exer
cise its  ru le through th e ir  puppet 
po litic ians. P o litic ians are greedy 
and undependable. B ig  Business 
moves d ire c tly  to the contro l room 
of the government.

The contro l room in  the defense 
program  is the N ational Defense 
Advisory Commission. Th is group 
is in  charge of organ iz ing the 
production and purchasing the 
goods needed by the war machine. 
W hat can be more pleasantly 
profitable and p a trio tic  than leav
ing a S10().000-a-year job in in 
dustry  to become a- dollar-a-year 
man on the Commission or one 
of its  staffs and m aking  m il
lions by ordering  goods from  one’s 
own firm  o r u t il iz in g  the stock 
m arket moves prepared in  the 
Commission?

The N ational Defense Commis
sion is B ig  Business personified, 
at the contro l room in  W ashing
ton. BUSINESS W E E K  fo r Au
gust 10 lis ts  t iie  personnel o f the 
Commission and of its  staffs, 
adm in is tra tions and divisions. 
Among tiie  corporations repres
ented are: General M otors; U. S. 
Steel: B u rling ton  & Q uincy: A ir  
Reduction: J. G. W hite Engineer
ing; S.K.F. Industries ( m in in g ! : 
Eastman Kodak; M alcolm  Belly 
& Co. ( t in ) :  Chas. H ardy & Co. 
(an tim on y): Mica Insu la to r; Un
ion Carbide & Carbon; Bethlehem 
Steel: General Foods; J. P. Stev
ens ( te x tile s ): W e lling ton Sears 
(co tton ): du Pont; Scott Paper; 
Mellon In s titu te  (chemical and 
coal p roducts): Union Pacific: 
N. Y. Centra l; Libbey-Owens- 
F o rd ; United A irc ra ft :  Curtiss- 
W rig h t: E th y l Gasoline: StUde- 
baker; M cG raw -H ill; Motch & 
M erryw eather M achinery; Gidd- 
ings & Lewis Machine Tool: Am er
ican Telephone & Telegraph; Gen
eral E le c tr ic ; Union Cargo L ine  
(barges): Columbia Broadcasting; 
H. I f.  Maey, etc.

Among the trade associations 
represented are: Rubber Manufac
tu re rs ; Iro n  & Steel In s titu te : 
Edison E le c tric  In s titu te : Wool 
M anufacturers: Tanners Council; 
Association of Am erican R a il
roads: Lake C arrie rs : N ational 
Association of M otor Bus Oper
ators; Am erican T ru ck in g : Na
tional P etro leum ; Federal Reserve 
Board: M ille rs  N ational Federa
tio n ; Russell Sage Foundation, 
etc.

H IL L M A N  H E LP S  TO 
M A S K  A L L  T H IS

In  o rd in a ry  tim es the people 
would he alarmed at the prospect 
of the banks, the stock exchange 
and the employers’ associations 
descending on W ashington to in 
s ta ll themselves in the seats of 
power. The concept of national 
defense helps mask tiie  move. The 
fact that President Roosevelt, s t il l 
popular, in v ites  Big' Business t r  
take its  place at t iie  festive board 
helps. T iie fact that one member 
of organized labor was induced 
to jo in  t iie  seven-man hoard 
helps.

Sidney T Iillm an was designated 
for a post on the N ational Dc 
fense A dvisory Commission he 
cause ire is labor’s outstanding 
statesm an; th a t is, he can sell ou 
his followers smoother and slicke: 
and w ith  less conscience than al

most any other figure in (lie la
bor movement. H illm a n 's  Social- 
Democratic tra in in g  accentuates 
these qualities.

The in du s tria lis ts  who serve on 
the Commission are there fo r  one 
purpose: To Get. They mean to 
get orders fo r tliemselves and the 
corporations they represent, and 
to get concessions from  Congress.

Sidney H illm a n  and his fe llow  
labor statesmen are on (lie Com
m ission fo r ope purpose on ly : To 
Give. T he ir sole task is to in 
duce organized labor to bow to 
the war-tim e needs of R ig Busi
ness, to give up one condition 
a fte r another, one weapon a fte r 
another, and above all. not 1o re
sist. The garment workers have 
raised H illm a n  as h igh  above 
th e ir  heads as they can reach. 
I t  is H illm a n ’s task to betray 
them and the whole w o rk ing  class. 
He must induce the workers to ac
cept the speed-up; to give up th e ir 
best weapon, 1 lie s tr ik e ; to give 
the ir sons to the a rm y; to give 
th e ir  lo ya lty  to the employers and 
the government th a t rob them 
and organize th e ir  m isery and 
death.

H illm a n  has made a career of 
th is  sort of job. B'or th ir ty  years 
lie lias been ail expert class-col
labora tion is t. He can have no 
illus ions about his functions on 
the National Defense Commission. 
H is own paper, T H E  ADVANCE, 
published by the Amalgamated 
C lo th ing W orkers, rep rin ts  Lud- 
well Denny’s a rtic le  from  the 
W ORBD-TELEGRAM :

“ H illm a n  is supposed to keep 
labor in step w ith  the defense 
production speed-up— and o r
ganized labor does not like  
speed-up and stre tch-outs. He 
is supposed to  prevent stop
pages and s trikes— and unions 
re ly  on s trikes as th e ir le g it i
mate and best w eapon.. .He is 
supposed to develop wholesale 
apprentice t ra in in g  in  w ar in 
dustries— w hile  unions re s tr ic t 
th e ir  r ig id  apprentice systems 
to  con tro l labor supply and 
wage rates, and oppose govern
m ental in te rfe re n ce .. .

“ H is ch ie f asset is the confi
dence he inspires. He is trusted 
alm ost as w ide ly  in  business as 
in  labor c irc le s .. .H is  chief 
weakness is tha t his lo y a lty  to . 
the President is a blank check 
— if  i t  is Roosevelt, i t ’s r ig h t ! ”

J u ly  issue o f T H E  ADVANCE 
publishes ed ito ria l excerpts from  
fifteen large da ily  papers laud
ing H illm a n  the labor statesman!

The August issue of t lie  same 
paper bo ld ly describes a phase 
of H illm a n ’s a c tiv ity :

“ A t  4 o’clock the m orn ing  o f 
Ju ly  4. Sidney H illm a n  put 
down his telephone, relieved 
h im se lf w ith  a happy sigh, 
turned out the lig h ts  and went 
to  bed. H is in te rven tion , by 
long distance, had been success
fu l. There would he no s tr ik e  
o f C IO  cooks and stewards on
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Am erican merchant ships. A  
truce had been declared in San 
Francisco.”
There were no happy sighs 

from  the cooks and stewards, who 
had to go to w ork  w ith  th e ir  de
mands unmet.

W H A T  H IL L M A N  D ID  
TO T H E  B O E IN G  S T R IK E

A typ ica l H illm a n  job ik the 
threatened s tr ik e  of 6.000 mem
bers o f the A F I. M achin ists Union 
at the Boeing A irc ra ft  Company. 
I f  ever a s tr ik e  was jus tified , it 
was th is  s trike , voted by 97% of 
the un ion ists involved, in  a s itua 
tion  where the company was prop
osing to slash the hourly  wages 
fo r h ir in g -in  from  621,^c. to 55c. 
T lie  M ach in ists were demanding 
a wage scale more nearly com
parable w ith  the scale paid fo r 
s im ila r w ork in  other industries.

T h is s itua tion  was im portan t 
not on ly to tlie  Boeing workers 
but to a ll workers in  w ar indus
tries.

As l.nndqu is t, leader o f the 
Aeronautica l Mechanics Union Lo 
cal 751. said in Ills  press releases: 

“ The union recognizes that 
the successful conclusion o f its  
negotiations w ith  the em ploy
ers w ill act as an opening 
wedge in a na tion-w ide cam
paign by w orkers in w ar indus
tr ies  to  gain fo r  themselves a 
fa ir  share o f the enormous 
arm am ent expenditures. The es
tab lishm ent o f wage standards 
and W orking conditions as de
manded by the union w ill serve 
as a model fo r  the rest o f the 
in du s try , and as a v iv id  ex
ample to  workers everywhere. 
On the o ther hand, fa ilu re  to  
gain these basic princip les w ill 
be a set-hack rio t on ly  to  a ir 
c ra ft workers, but w i l l  possibly 
encourage em ployer-in terests to 
a ttem pt to low er s t i l l  more the 
liv in g  standards o f a ll w o rk - 
crs.
H illm a n  and Knudsen, w ork ing  

together w ith  the president, of 
the In te rn a tion a l Association of 
M achin ists, firs t pu t through a 
ten-day truce, and then m aneuver
ed H ip  union back to work w ith  
its  unmet demands to be throw n 
in to  a rb itra tio n . Instead of the 
Boeing strugg le p ro v id ing  an in 
spiration. and a ra lly in g  po in t fo r 
workers in defense indus try , the 
outcome of Hint fight has been a 

fo r  a ll workers.

Tn one of h is last messages to 
his comrades in  t lie  United States. 
Leon T ro tsky  warned ttia t life  in  
th is  period w il l  revolve around 
the war. tha t the w ar w ill develop 
cen tra liza tion  and m il ita ry  d ic ta
to rsh ip ; tha t d u rin g  the war, the 
bourgeoisie cannot, a llow  the 
workers any new concessions, and 
m ust rescind oid concessions: 
tha t unless there is an awakening 
of tlie  s p ir it of c ritic ism  and in 
dependence of the w ar machine, 
the unions w i l l  be reduced to sort 
of ph ilan th rop ic  in s titu tio n s : and 
that i f  (lie workers don’t place 
themselves and th e ir  unions on a 
m il ita ry  basis, the unions w ill 
he doomed.

H illm a n ’s road is the road of 
d is in tegra tion  and death fo r the 
unions. Only the road of s trug 
gle and independence can save 

' labor now.

i set-back
Indeed H illm a n  is understood 

and trusted by business. T lie

The Chinese 
Get a Lesson 
In  Democracy

B y GEORGE STER N
T h ir ty -s ix  Chinese seamen last S a tu rday com

pleted an e lem entary course in  A ng lo -A m erican  
democracy a t P ie r 97, N o rth  R iver.

These men signed on the B r it is h  fre ig h te r  
S ilve rla rch  a year and a h a lf ago fo r  tw o  years’ 
service in F a r Eastern waters. They were period
ic a lly  in home ports and could renew among th e ir  
own people the self-respect and in te g r ity  so b ru 
ta lly  tram pled on by th e ir  B r it is h  m asters.

When the w a r came, however, the vessel was 
trans fe rre d  to  the tra n s -A tla n tic  run . The 
Chinese crew had to go along w illy -n il ly .  They 
ran the subm arine ga un tle t in  convoys ru n n in g  
between Am erican and B r it is h  ports. To th e ir  
m iserable quarters  and p a lt ry  pay the B r it is h  
m asters added the risks  o f w a r and v ir tu a l im 
prisonm ent aboard ship.

F o r in B r ita in  and Canada w a rtim e  laws 
hemmed them in and in U n ited  States po rts  no 
Chinese m ay land— on pain o f a $1,000 fine fo r  
any sh ipm aste r th a t le ts h im  set fo o t ashore.

The U n ited  States, g re a t and good fr ie n d  o f 
dear, heroic China, is like  the an ti-S em ite  whose 
best friends are Jews. M o ra lly  and phys ica lly  
s y p h ilit ic  refugee m illio na ires  fro m  Europe are 
welcome w ith  th e ir  sacks o f money and gems. 
B u t no Chinese— excepting an occasional student, 
business man, o r d ip lom at, m ay defile these 
shores.

The Chinese seamen on the S ilve rla rch . how
ever, had no m ore stomach fo r  b reasting  the 
pe rils  o f B r ita in ’s w a r. Chinese seamen, bette r 
than m ost w orkers o f the Pacific, know  th a t 
B r ita in ’s ba ttle  is no ba ttle  o f th e irs ! They were 
in the f irs t  and fro n t  ranks o f C h ina ’s own ba ttle  
against B r ita in  no t so m any years ago. And there 
is b a ttlin g  enough to  do a t home in China’s own 
cause.

So they s ta rted  o f f  in  a body from  the S ilve r- 
la rch  to  t r y  to see the Chinese consul, to  s tate 
th e ir  grievances, and somehow to  ge t back home.

A t  the fo o t o f tho gangplank the y  m e t A m e
rican democracy. To them i t  m ateria lized in  the 
fo rm  o f tw o gun muzzles, pointed in th e ir  d irec
tion . As they tr ie d  to make th e ir  peaceful and 
reasonable in te n t p la in , scream ing sirens an
nounced re in forcem ents fo r  the gun muzzles. 
Three radio- cars and eighteen cops. B y th is  sm all 
a rm y they were backed up the gangplank.

T H E  S IN S O F TH E S E  C H IN E S E
B rit is h  officers to ld  police a sneering s to ry . 

The Chinese seamen were “ upset”  when a n ti
a irc ra ft, guns were put, aboard and tested a t S ing
apore. They saw several ships torpedoed. “ T ha t 
was about a ll the Chinese nerves could stand ..
The B r it is h  o ffic ia l press is a ll ag low  about its  
own “ nerves”  under the Nazi a ir  a ttack. B u t 
Chinese nerves have been braced against Japan’s 
equa lly  b ru ta l assault fo r  more than three years 
and were braced before th a t fo r  a hundred years 
aga inst the repeated shock o f B r it is h  steel aga inst 
Chinese flesh.

B u t the Chinese aboard were not on ly  s inn ing  
in t r y in g  to  keep out o f the w ay o f German 
bombs meant fo r  B r it is h  ships. They were also, 
i t  seems, g e ttin g  a l i t t le  t ire d  o f the arrogance 
o f the w h ite  m an’s burden-bearers. H ere ’s how 
i t  is to ld  by tho H era ld  T ribu ne :

“ Tho Chinese were a b it  more cheeky than 
they have been before, (a ) man from  the 
ship said. One Chinese who w a its  on table 
fo r the sh ip ’s apprentices, young men serv
ing a fo u r-ye a r stre tch p repa ra to ry  to  be
com ing officers, to ld  one apprentice he did 
not w a n t to  be called ‘Boy’ anym ore bu t 
wished to be addressed as ‘M r. Kong.’

“ One o f the  apprentices said la te r they 
fe lt  there was no use in knocking the Chinese 
down when he made the rem ark, hu t decided 
instead to  report the incident, to  the steward 
and have his pay docked fo r  insubord ina tion .”

B R IT A IN ’S R E A L  FAC E SHO W S
O ut o f th is  l i t t le  s to ry  stares the face o f B r i t 

ish im p e ria l ru le  over its  O rien ta l slaves. In  China 
in fla te d  B r it is h  cle rks can em ploy Chinese ser
vants fo r  decades and never know  them  by any 
o ther name than ‘B oy ’. Hewers o f wood and bear
ers o f w a te r arc not persons en titled  to  names. 
And lo, should one o f them  demand o f his m asters 
to1'be called by his name instead o f a tag , i t  is 
tim e  to  show the fam ous B r it is h  se lf-con tro l. 
Don’t  knock h im  down— ju s t  have his pay 
docked.. .fo r insubord ina tion ! In  the old days on 
the China coast the mess boy K ong would p ro 
bably have had his head smashed fo r  his im per
tinence. B u t r ig h t  now the B r it is h  are fig h tin g  
fo r  democracy. So K ong is m ere ly  kep t an un
w ill in g  prisoner and gets his pay docked.

Through th is  s ingle t in y  inc ident runs a ll the 
threads th a t make up the u g ly  p a tte rn  o f im 
p e ria lis t ru le  and in te r- im p e ria lis t con flic t, bour
geois m ora ls, and bourgeois lies and prejudices.

B r ita in  f ig h tin g  fo r  its  “ dem ocra tic”  em pire 
lashes its  colonial slaves in its  ga lleys. “ Demo
c ra tic ”  A m erica— its  press and po litic ians  b leat
in g  about “ to le rance” — showed on P ie r 97 the 
rea l face o f its  rac ia l hatreds and prejudices, 
exalted in  the law s o f the land and represented 
by  its  guns.

The th ir ty -s ix  Chinese seamen cm the Silver? 
la rch  are le a rn in g  about “ dem ocracy” . I t  is good 
to  rem em ber th a t the staunchest figh te rs  o f the 
Chinese revo lu tion  came fro m  the ranks o f the 
thousands o f Chinese w orkers  taken to France, 
d u rin g  the la s t w a r to  do “ coolie w o rk ”  behind 
the  lines. They, too, learned about “ democracy.”
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Fight with the Socialist Workers 
Party for:

1. A  JOB A N D  A  D E C E N T  L IV IN G  FO R  E V E R T  
W O R K ER .

2. O P E N  T H E  ID L E  F A C T O R IE S  —  O P E R A TE  
T H E M  U N D E R  W O R K E R S ’ CO NTRO L.

3. A  T W E N T Y  - B IL L IO N  D O LLA R  F E D E R A L  
P U B L IC  W O RKS A N D  H O U S IN G  PRO G RAM .

4. T H IR T Y  - T H IR T Y — $30 - W E E K L Y  M IN IM U M  
W A G E — 30-H O U R  W E E K L Y  M A X IM U M  FO R  
A L L  W O R K ER S O N A L L  JOBS.

5. $30 W E E K L Y  O L D -A G E  A N D  D IS A B IL IT Y  
P E N S IO N .

6. E X P R O P R IA T E  T H E  S IX T Y  F A M IL IE S .
7. A L L  W A R  F U N D S  TO  T H E  U N E M P L O Y E D .
8. A  P E O P LE 'S  R E F E R E N D U M  O N A N Y  A N D  

A L L  W ARS.
9. NO  S EC R ET D IP L O M A C Y .

10. A N  IN D E P E N D E N T  LA B O R  P A R TY .
11. W O R K E R S ’ D E F E N S E  G U A R D S A G A IN S T  

V IG IL A N T E  A N D  F A S C IS T  A TTA C K S .
12. F U L L  S O C IA L, P O L IT IC A L  A N D  E C O N O M IC  

E Q U A L IT Y  FOR- T H E  NEG RO  P E O P LE .

O n  Conscription
Conscription is now the law of the land. How 

did it get to be a law? W liat shall the workers do 
now to defend themselves against the abuses, both 
in the army and in the factories, which the law 
embodies?

It is first of all necessary to understand that 
it is not true that the conscription b ill became 
law against the organised w ill of the masses 
of the people. The perfunctory opposition to 
the b ill that was registered by the AbL, the CIO 
and the Railroad Brotherhoods was just that— 
perfunctory. Green, Lewis and the rest went 
through the motions of recording their opposition 
— and that’s all. And how could it be otherwise? 
Their sole argument against conscription was that 
the same army could be raised by “ volunteers” — 
i.e., by a vast jingo campaign to drum up enough 
unemployed who could be coaxed and pushed to 
go, urged on by their joblessness and hunger. It 
was easy enough for the army generals and the 
pro-conscription forces in Congress to establish 
that the “ volunteer”  method was less democratic 
than the lottery system of the d ra ft; and their 
trump card was that the “ volunteer”  method simp
ly  would not provide enough men in the same 
time as the conscription system.

Hence, it was without any inner conviction at 
all that Messrs. Green, Lewis and the others made 
the record against the Burke-Wadsworth bill. They 
didn 't call any mass meetings against it. They 
didn’t call any demonstrations. They sent no in
structions to the local unions to mobilize their 
forces in meetings and demonstrations or any 
other form of activity against the bill, except for 
passage by the locals of routine resolutions ad
dressed to their congressmen. And that was all. 
I lence it was a foregone conclusion that, in the face 
of a passive labor movement, Congress and Roose
velt could do as they pleased.

But this is not the whole story. It would be false 
to assume that Lewis. Green and the others were 
thus engaged in a deliberate conspiracy to thwart 
the w ill ol their membership. Had that been true, 
there would have been significant instances ot re
volt by local unions here and there against such a 
conspiracy. No, the fact is that Lewis, Green & 
Co. were able to stand passively by thanks to the 
fact that the C IO-ALL membership had no firm ly- 
grounded convictions against the conscription b ill. 
That is indicated by the Gallup polls which, allow
ing for their bias and inaccuracy, nevertheless in
dicated that a substantial cross-section of the work
ers felt that it was necessary to institute universal 
m ilita ry  training.

Yes, the workers wanted m ilitary training. But 
they were also extremely uneasy about the Burke- 
Wadsworth bill. Quite apart from those provisions 
o f the b ill affecting the situation of workers who 
remain in the factories—the weapons given to the 
bosses to break unions by pushing key union men 
into the army while keeping links in the factories, 
etc.— the workers felt troubled about putting m il
lions of their fellows into the hands of anti-labor 
army officers. This sentiment is attested to by the 
warm welcome which our leaflets receive, from 
workers who have never heard of us, but who im
mediately agree with our slogan of "Compulsory 
M ilita ry  Training? Yes— But Under the Control 
of the Trade Unions!”

The real crime of John L .  Lewis, W illiam  
Green and their fellow bureaucrats is that they 
took advantage of the present stale of mind of the 
workers, of their lack of clarity, and utilized that 
to help passage of the Burke-Wadsworth bill. Were 
Lewis-Green really leaders of the working class, 
instead of brakes on the working class, they would 
have analyzed the confused sentiments of the 
workers and then moved to clarify the workers’
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minds in a progressive direction. In a word, they 
would have understood and accepted the workers’ 
instinctive feeling—-and a good instinct, too, in this 
epoch of m ilitarization!—of the necessity for m ili
tary training, and would have given it a working 
class content: For M ilita ry  Training— Under 
Workers’ Control.

We do have that faith. We KNOW that only 
the workers can put an end to this bloody cycle 
of war and hunger of the capitalist world. Natur
ally, they can’t do it with bare hands— not in these 
days! Hence they must learn to be adept at the 
m ilita ry arts. Therefore, we say YES to the pro
posal for compulsory m ilita ry training. But we say 
NO to the bosses’ control of that training.

The fight from now on must be, therefore, one 
which is NOT directed against compulsory m ili
tary training, NOT directed against the abstract 
principle of conscription, but is entirely directed 
against the control of conscription by the capital
ists and their lackeys. Conscription? Yes!— But 
under the control of the trade unions.

While this fight is organized and carried on, 
many workers w ill be conscripted under the Burke- 
Wadsworth Law. Let them go, and let them learn 
whatever they can. What they learn w ill serve the 
working class at one stage or another of the coming 
period. And not the least of the reasons they should 
go is that their fellow-workers are going; he who 
w ill not share the fate of his fellow-workers is not 
one of them and w ill have no voice among them 
now or in the future. Revolutionary workers can
not be conscientious objectors who ask for special, 
individual exemption from the fate which the en
tire working class must share.

FOR COMPULSORY M IL IT A R Y  T R A IN 
ING UNDER CONTROL OF T H E  TRAD E 
UNIONS— that is the only serious slogan for the 
working class in this epoch of m ilitarism and re
action.

Moscow’s Blackout
John G. Wright's account of Stalin’s new purge, 

which we publish in this issue, is the first time that 
this story has been told outside the Soviet Union. 
Likewise Comrade W right’s account, which we 
published last week, of Stalin’s new anti-labor leg
islation, was the first time the story has been told.

This fact gives us a new insight into the ex
traordinary stringency of the Kremlin’s censorship. 
Gedye, the New York Times correspondent in Mos
cow, having left there when it became obvious that 
it was absolutely impossible to get any news past 
the censors, reports one particularly astonishing 
detail. When the Krem lin’s ukases (this Czarist 
term for decrees came back into use in this last 
period) establishing the new labor laws were pub
lished in Pravda, Gedye filed with the censor a 
cable transmitting the news. The censor snipped 
out of the cable the PROVISIONS OF TH E  LAW 
— such as six-months’ terms of imprisonment to be 
worked out at the factory at a 2?% cut in wages, 
etc.— which Gedye quoted directly from the law! 
To our knowledge this is the first time that the cen
sor has had authority to keep from the outside 
world the texts o f Kremlin legislation. What a com
mentary on the regime, that it must try  as long as 
possible to prevent the outside world from knowing 
what laws it is imposing on the people!

The only remaining public source of knowledge 
about the Soviet Union is, therefore, the Soviet 
press. But here, too, strange things take place. 
W ithout any formal notice, individual subscrip
tions to Pravda and other Soviet papers have been 
in effect cancelled; i.e., the papers simply do not 
arrive here. The only papers that have been arriv
ing at all that we know of are some small bundles 
through Soviet institutions in this country—for, 
after all, the GPU and its friends must still be kept 
informed. Even these, however—which the ordin
ary person may buy if  any are left—do not come, 
sometimes for months. For example, we know of 
no source for copies of Pravda from January 1, 
1940 until May 21 of this year! Yes, we believe 
there is one exception— the Pravda issues received 
by the U. S. State Department in diplomatic 
pouches.

Having secured some copies of Pravda, the or
dinary reader of Russian w ill find himself no bet
ter o ff than without them. The one direct source 
of information he w ill find in them is the Kremlin 
legislation, the texts of which are published. But 
what they relate to, what prior ukases they displace, 
why the new legislation is needed—all this remains 
largely incomprehensible to the ordinary reader.

The real situation explains, of course, the 
reason for all these extraordinary— in actuality, 
desperate—methods of censorship. The real situa
tion is, and we choose our words carefully, cata
clysmic chaos. Last week we described the Dra
conian legislation which chains the workers to the 
factories. This week we describe the latest purge 
arising out of this bitter struggle between the 
bureaucracy and the workers. Next week we w ill 
describe the crisis in agriculture, and ensuing 
articles w ill give the terrible picture as it is. The 
censorship is but one measure of Stalin’s despera
tion.

Another measure of his desperation was his as
sassination of Leon Trotsky. W ith all the contra
dictions of his regime convulsively deepening un
der the test of a world at war, Stalin’s program, the 
sixteen years of his regime, are provenly bankrupt.

The Soviet masses are stirring and need only 
leadership to save themselves from the fatal poli
cies imposed by the Kremlin. Stalin remembers 
just enough Marxism to remember that such a 
moment is the moment for the revolutionary lead
ership of a Trotsky to link itself to the masses. 
Hence he murdered Trotsky.

But the contradictions of Stalin’s regime pile 
up, And Trotsky left behind him his ideas, his pro
gram, his banner, his party, the World Party of 
Socialist Revolution. Stalin cannot assassinate that! 
On the contrary, our world party w ill carry out 
Trotsky’s historic task.

(Continued from  page 1)
Centra l Committees o f the various Trade Unions 
as w e ll as by “ several hundred Moscow trade 
union ac tiv is ts  (read: the G.P.U.— J G W ).”

Shvernik in the Confessional
The rep o rte r to the Plenum was Shvernik, 

T cm sky ’s successor as Chairm an o f the C.C.T.U. 
The account in Pravda gives on ly  the h igh lig h ts  
from  his speech.

F o llow ing  the line la id  down by Pravda, he 
began by p o in ting  ou t the achievements and im 
portance o f the Trade Unions, especially “ on the 
threshold o f Communism” . The m ain source o f 
trade union streng th , said Shvernik, consists o f 
ties w ith  the masses. B u t un fo rtuna te ly , he had 
to re p o rt th a t the Soviet Trade Unions “ have 
s t i l l  very  weak ties w ith  the masses.”  W hy? Be
cause o f the “ swollen apparatus o f the trade 
union organ izations.”

“ The paid apparatus devours the m a jo r 
p a rt o f the membership dues which should 
provide the means fo r  c a rry in g  on cu ltu ra l 
mass w ork  and rendering  m a te ria l aid to  
union members and which are used instead 
by the trade union organs to  m a in ta in  not a 
few D A R M O Y E D N IK I and B E Z D E L N IK I”  
(P R A V D A , Ju ly  28). W ho should know i f  not 
Shvernik?

A t th is  po in t, however, Shvernik digressed to 
make i t  c lear th a t th is  “ deficiency”  was dis
covered not by him . no r by the C.C.T.U., nor by 
the various trade union organizations, no t even 
by Pravda bu t on ly  by the Centra l Com m ittee o f 
the P a rty  (i.e., S ta lin ).

The Scope of the Purge
A fte r  a proper pause. S hvern ik  announced to 

the assembled audience th a t i t  was now c rys ta l 
clear th a t the paid s ta ff  could easily be cut one- 
ha lf, even tw o-th irds . As a m a tte r o f fact, a Com
m ission wh ich had already studied the problem  
found i t  “ possible to drop 108,000 paid workers 
from  169 trade union bodies.”

“ A f te r  th e ir  s ta ffs  are reduced,”  predicted 
Shvernik, “ the Trade U nions w ill have the un 
tram m elled op p o rtu n ity  o f c a rry in g  on th e ir  w ork 
on the income derived fro m  membership dues, 
and our s tate w i l l  obtain several hundred m illio n  
roubles to  use fo r  fu r th e r  s treng then ing  the eco
nom ic power o f our socia lis t fa the rlan d .”

In  closing he promised a new reg im e. “ I t  is 
necessary to  call general membership meetings 
o f the trade unions re g u la rly .”

The discussion w h ich ensued was summed up 
by Pravda as fo llow s : “ The speakers cited a 
g roa t num ber o f instances which illu s tra te  the 
u rgen t need o f liq u id a tin g  the deficiencies in 
trade union w ork , pa ring  down the swollen s ta ffs  
and a ttra c tin g  the ac tiv is ts .”

Moisseyev, Chairm an o f the C entra l C om m it
tee o f the C entra l Construction W orkers U nion, 
announced to the Plenum th a t the paid personnel 
o f his union had already been cu t “ 70 per cent, 
a saving o f about 11 m illio n  roubles.”

Meshakin, Chairm an o f the F lo u r M il l and 
G ra in  E leva to r W orkers Union, was able to  an
nounce a reduction o f 59.5 per cent.

B u t the speakers re a lly  warm ed up to th e ir 
task on ly  d u rin g  the next day ’s discussion, which 
Pravda summed up w ith  sa tis fac tion  as fo llow s :

“ E ve ry  one who took the f lo o r  spoke o f the 
excessively swollen apparatus w h ich devours hun
dreds o f m illions o f roubles and obstructs the 
advancement o f trade union a c tiv is ts ”  (Pravda, 
J u ly  30).

Levine, Secretary o f the Centra l Com m ittee 
o f the U ra l and W est S iberian In d u s tr ia l Con
s truc tion  W orkers  Union confessed th a t:  “ We 
reduced our s ta ff  15-18 per cent la s t F ebruary. 
B u t i t  became im m ed ia te ly  c lear to us th a t th is  
was no t enough. We have now dropped 876 out 
o-f 1,401 on our s ta ff. ”

An Astounding Admission
M oskatov, one o f the Secretaries o f the C.C. 

T .U ., displayed exem plary zeal: “ Suffice i t  to 
s tate th a t 25 Centra l Com m ittees o f the Trade 
U nions spent fro m  100 to  134 per cent o f the 
to ta l membership dues collected in o rder to m ain
ta in  th e ir  apparatus.”  l ie  also s ingled out one 
Centra l Com m ittee which con trived to  expend on 
its  apparatus “ 1,820,000 roubles w h ile  rece iv ing 
dues to the sum o f 1,350,000. N o t so much as a 
kopek o f the membership dues was spent on cu l
tu ra l w ork. M ore than tha t, the salaries o f the 
trade union w orkers swallowed up in addition

funds assigned to in d u s tr ia l organs.”  I f  so much 
is adm itted, w ha t m ust be the whole tru th ?

In  his book “ The R evolution B etrayed”  T ro t
sky re fe rs  to a scandal which broke in 1930 when 
i t  was revealed th a t “ out o f the budget o f the 
trade unions, am oun ting  to 400,000,000 roubles 
80,000,000 go fo r  the support o f the personnel.”  
T h a t was 20 per cent o f the dues.

In  1940, admissions arc b lith e ly  made o f 100 
to 134 per cent o f the dues expended fo r  the sup
po rt o f da rm oyedtiik i and bezdelniki. Here is a 
s lig h t measure o f the degeneration o f the bureau
cracy since 1930.

The Income of the Bureaucracy
V la d im irov , w ith  the preservation o f his own 

skin and sa la ry  upperm ost in his m ind, b lurted 
ou t th a t a t the beginning o f 1940 the Frozen- 
M eat W orkers Union carried 1,354 o ffic ia ls  whose 
salaries to ta led “ more than 6 m illio n  roubles.”  
The personnel was now cu t 70 per cent, saving 
“ many m illio n s ” . The average annual wage of 
the bureaucrats in  th is  union, there fore , was in 
excess o f 4,400 roubles. T h is  sum does no t in 
clude, o f course, the special p riv ileges  enjoyed 
by the darm oyednik i and bezdelniki, namely, 
choice c ity  apartm ents, coun try  homes, vacation 
tours, sanatoria, p riva te  use o f cars, etc. The aver
age annual wage in  the Soviet Un ion was o ff i
c ia lly  pu t a t 3,467 roubles (1938). F o r the mass 
o f Soviet w orkers 1,800 roubles a year is a high 
wage. F o r the f irs t  tim e, we have an “ o ff ic ia l”  
gauge o f the po rtion  o f the na tiona l income de
voured by these se lf-adm itted  sloths and id lers.

B u t the m ost revealing data was cited by K. 
N iko layeva , another o f the Secretaries o f the 
C.C.T.U., who in her a n x ie ty  n o t to be outdone, 
became overzealous and said the fo llo w in g :

“ The sw e lling  o f the apparatus was 
noticed ne ither by the leaders o f the Central 
Committees o f the Trade Unions nor even ( ! )  
by us. the members o f the Presidium  o f the 
C.C.T.U. We were under the im pression th a t 
our paid s ta f f  was a t r i f le  over 150,000 and 
now i t  tu rns ou t th a t in  1939 there were 
194,434 paid w orkers  in  179 trade unions, 
w h ile  in  1940 there were 203,821. The sum 
spent on them amounted to  1,025,385,600 
roubles.”

W ith  the above figures as a basis, the aver
age annual wage o f a trade union bureaucrat 
rises above 5,100 roubles.

And These Are the 
Smaller Leeches!

The to ta l annual wage fund fo r  the whole 
USSR was o ff ic ia lly  g iven as 34.95 b illio n  in 
1933 and 96.4 b illion  roubles in  1938. I f  a single 
one o f the feeb le r branches o f the bureau
cracy swallowed up 1.02 b illio n  a year, then how 
much was devoured by the assassins o f the GPU, 
the leeches in  the governm ent apparatus and 
other more po w e rfu l branches up to  the Supreme 
Gang in the K rem lin  its e lf?

The discussion closed w ith  a rab id  a ttack  on 
T rud. the o ffic ia l organ o f the Trade Unions. 
The T rud  is conducting “ a poor f ig h t in  the s tru g 
gle to e lim inate  deficiencies” . Even the ed itors o f 
T rud  do no t re lish  appa ren tly  the prospect o f 
losing 70 per cent and more o f th e ir  subscribers.

N a tu ra lly , there is an in tim a te  connection 
between th is  purge in J u ly  and the resistance of 
the masses to the June an ti- la bo r leg is la tion . The 
press has a lready been compelled to report 
thousands o f v io la tions.

Why Stalin's New Scapegoats
S ta lin  m ust have new scapegoats; once again 

he has to reso rt to preventive measures. The 
fa m il ia r  pa tte rn  o f the purge reappears, bu t th is  
tim e  w ith  s ig n ifica n t a lte ra tions.

The preventive character o f the purge finds 
its  expression in the fa c t th a t the fire  is levelled 
f irs t  against those sections o f the bureaucracy 
which are m ost d ire c tly  subject to mass pressure. 
The Youth  and the Trade U nions m ust be d is
credited, and above a ll rendered immune to pres
sure from  below. A t  the same tim e, as a sop to 
the masses, a section o f the bureaucracy is sacri
ficed. S ta lin  undoubtedly aims to l im it  the purge. 
B u t like  a ll its  predecessors, th is  purge has a 
log ic o f its  own and m ust penetrate every nook 
and cranny o f the reg im e. The masses w i l l  re 
spond w a rm ly  and in th e ir  own w ay to such s lo
gans as:

“ Down W ith  A ll D A R M O Y E D N IK I and 
B E Z D E L N IK I, W ith  S ta lin  A t  T h e ir H ead!”

‘D ra ft Wealth'
Item in D ra ft 
Law Is a Fraud

By SAM  M A R C Y
A bo u t a m onth a fte r  the B urke-W adsw orth  b ill 

was introduced, a proposal made its  w ay on the f lo o r  
o f Congress, whose alleged aim  was to  “ d ra ft  w ea lth  
in to  the service o f N a tiona l defense.”  Jus t as labor 
is c a rry in g  its  share o f the burden o f N a tiona l De
fense, said its  spokesman, so in d u s try  m ust also do 
its  share. Labor pays its  price in supp ly ing  the m an
power fo r  the com ing war, in  c u r ta ilin g  its  demands 
upon the bosses, in re fra in in g  fro m  strikes and in 
p u ttin g  up w ith  t lie  ever m oun ting  cost o f liv in g . 
In d u s try  would do its  share by subord ina ting  the ra 
pacious appetites o f the bosses f<jr p ro fits , and sub
m it to  the “ im p a rt ia l”  contro l o f the governm ent. The 
governm ent would take over the m un ition  in dus try , 
a t least in  w a r tim e. Before then i t  would a t least 
“ commandeer”  the im p o rta n t m un ition  producing 
plants.

So a ll th rough  the sum m er m onths a sham battle, 
between the “ libe ra ls ” , New Dealers and th e ir  labor 
lackeys on the one side, and the a rrogan t, a rch
reac tiona ry  conservative section o f the ca p ita lis t class 
on the o ther side, resounded in rad io  and in the pages 
o f the ca p ita lis t press.

To be sui e, Roosevelt was on the side o f “ d ra ft in g  
w ea lth .”  He who- once “ fo u g h t”  the economic R oya l
ists would not now a t such a grave m om ent in  the 
h is to ry  o f the country, a llow  the economic R oyalis ts  
to  push the  en tire  p rogram  o f the com ing w a r on the 
shoulders o f the w orkers. A t  least no t du rin g  an elec
tion  cam paign.

When the 'b ill was f ir s t  in troduced in the Senate 
die-hard Republican po litic ians  branded i t  as a scheme 
fo r  “ socia liz ing  in d u s try ” . The apparent seriousness 
w ith  which the big  cap ita lis ts  regarded the b ill could 
lead one to believe th a t i t  was som eth ing more than  
a mere scheme to d iv e rt the a tten tion  o f the masses 
fro m  the B urke -W adsw orth  B il l and to  dampen th e ir  
opposition to  it .  B u t now th a t the b ill has f in a lly  
passed both houses o f Congress and been signed by 
Roosevelt i t  can easily' be seen th a t i t  is a sham and 
a fraud .

Just a Lot of Hokum
A ll th a t the “ d ra ft  w ea lth ”  provisions o f the D ra ft  

Law  boil down to are a num ber o f innocuous p ro v i
sions calculated to be held as a th re a t to the sm alle r 
w a r producing plants in  the remote event th a t a m an
u fa c tu re r refuses to  execute an order placed by the 
W a r D epartm ent. Thus, i f  and when a m anufactu re r 
refuses to  execute an order, the governm ent m ay take 
over the p la n t and operate it. B u t the owner o f the 
seized p ro p e rty  w ill nevertheless get the fu ll value 
o f his p rope rty  under the law d u rin g  the tim e the 
government, operates i t  and then re tu rn s  i t  to  the 
o r ig in a l owner.

So “ soc ia lis tic ”  are the provis ions o f th is  b ill th a t 
even the ra b id ly  reac tiona ry  lle a rs t Press approves o f 
them and calls the plan “ fa ir ly  go-od” .

T h a t the “ d ra ft  w ea lth ”  provisions w il l  app ly  to 
on ly sm all m anufacture rs and no t a t a l l to the rea l 
m un ition  magnates and cap ita lis ts  is made p la in  by 
the fa c t th a t the b ig  m un ition  makers, the  Du Ponts, 
the Morgans, and Fords, as a m a tte r o f fa c t do no t 
refuse to sign the w a r contracts w ith  the governm ent. 
That, is because they have succeeded in im posing th e ir  
own term s upon the governm ent. I t  was exa c tly  w ith  
th is  purpose in m ind, th a t the cap ita lis ts  refused 
any cooperation to Roosevelt in his w a r p rogram  u n t il 
he appointed a so-called N a tion a l Defense Commis
sion, composed o f the biggest in du s tria lis ts , m oto r 
magnates and steel k ings who are d ire c tly  tied  up 
w ith  the m un ition  industries.

Good Fellows Get Together
I t  is the N a tiona l Defense- Commission, which ne

gotia tes the contracts w ith  the b ig  arm am ent m akers. 
O n ly las t week so-called defense contracts reached 
$3,956,000,000. The term s and conditions were those 
o i the arm am ent makers. The b ig  a rm or p la te  and 
sh ip -bu ild ing  companies, the av ia tio n  and autom obile 
m agnates refused to- budge an inch u n til they had 
th e ir  way. I  lie members o f the N a tion a l Defense Com
m ission, who are the blood-brothers o f these a rm a
m ent kings, are c e rta in ly  not. the men to stand in  the 
way1 o f p ro fits . Hence the s ign ing  o f so-called defense 
contracts to ta llin g  a lm ost fo u r b illion  do lla rs. Hence 
the “ b reak ing”  o l the so-called log- ja m  In the defense 
program .

B u t these fo u r  b illion  do lla rs are on ly the firs t, o f 
a long series o f 'b illio n s  whose end is no t even in s igh t, 
which w il l  be spent by the governm ent and the ex
pense o f w h ich  w i l l  be borne by the masses.

N o t enough th a t the w orkers o ffe r  th e ir  lives, they 
m ust also hear the b ru n t o f the expense o f the w ar.

No wonder Roosevelt and his a d m in is tra tion  have 
need o f a fra u d u le n t scheme to “ d ra ft  w e a lth ” ! No 
wonder th a t ho m ust incorporate th is  fra u d u le n t 
scheme r ig h t  in the heart o f the B urke-W adsw orth  
Conscrip tion Law. He m ust do th is  so th a t his p o litica l 
cohorts and Labor bureaucrats m ay dazzle i t  before 
the eyes ol' the  workers, and shout “ See, Roosevelt, 
conscrip ts men, and wealth , too.”

For Workers' Control of 
the Munitioneers

B u t even i f  the Roosevelt Governm ent had serious« 
ly  contem plated conscrip ting  in d u s try  th a t e f fo r t  
ough t to  ge t no support fro m  the w orkers.

A  m un ition  in du s try , o r any o ther in d u s try  under 
the con tro l o f the governm ent o r the a rm y  o r navy 
would be an in d u s try  under the con tro l o f the capital« 
is t governm ent, a con tro l exercised exclusive ly on be« 
h a lf o f the cap ita lis ts . Under the ca p ita lis t system 
i t  cannot be otherw ise.

There is however another choice le f t  open to the 
w orkers. T h a t choice, however, does not lie  between 
the fra u d u le n t “ d ra ft  w e a lth ”  p rov is ion  o r any other 
scheme by w h ich the c a p ita lis t governm ent exercises 
con tro l over the m un itions industries.

I t  is the choice o f W orkers ’ C ontro l o f a ll M u n i
tions P la n ts ! O nly by the exercise o f w o rke rs ’ con tro l 
b.V Labor s independent organ iza tions can a m in im um  
o f sa fe ty  and secu rity  be accorded to  the workers,


