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N. J. SURVEY SHOWS WORKERS WANT 
UNION CONTROL OF MILITARY TRAINING

<?>

CAL. BOSSES 
WANT TO STOP 
“ LABOR ROWS”
Drive Against Unions 
On Pretext of 
"National Defense”

LOS A N G E L E S — The M e r­
chants and M anufactu re rs  Asso­
c ia tion  has plastered Los Angeles 
■with fu l l  sized outdoor ad ve rtis ­
in g  signs which read, “ W H A T  
D E S TR O Y E D  F R A N C E ? OUR 
N A T I O N A L  S A F E T Y  D E ­
M A N D S  STOP LA B O R  R O W S !”  

T h is  w i l l  prove to lie on ly the 
firs t in  a series of public state­
ments to miseducate the Am erican 
workers even more- so than ever 
before. And i t  is a bold step fo r 
the firs t.

They are te llin g  the Am erican 
w orkers not to s tr ik e  fo r  more 
wages in  spite of the increasing 
cost of l iv in g  being caused by 
the boss w ar. They are te llin g  
the  w orkers  they know  w ha t is  
best fo r them. T ha t is w hat H i t ­
le r  to ld the German workers 
when he was r is in g  to power; 
tha t is w hat he is s t i l l  te llin g  
them  today. And precisely tha t 
happened in  France and led to 
its  defeat.

These despicable creatures, 
whose use of thugs and scabherd- 
ers was exposed by the LaFol- 
le tte  C iv il L ibe rties  Committee 
have the gall lo  propose th a t de­
mocracy shall be “ saved”  by 
s trang ling  the w o rk ing  class!

W orkers A ren ’ t  Fooled
The a le rt workers are not foo l­

ed. They know th is  is no iso­
lated cancerous grow th. They 
know it. is on ly  the spearhead of 
a broad national movement, and 
behind i t  are the in d u s tr ia l bosses 
of the nation. And the in du s tria l 
bosses of the nation, those gentle­
men who are te llin g  the workers 
not to s tr ik e  against wage cuts 
and lengthened hours, are the 
very ones who are s tr ik in g  against 
the governm ent, and have been 
consistently re fus ing  airplane, 
n a v a l ,  steel and arm am ent 
contracts from  the governm ent 
so long as the government 
asked tha t they be satisfied 
w ith  fa ir  and reasonable profits. 
Seven or eight, percent p ro fit are 
not enough: they want un lim ited  
profits. These gentlemen who 
want un lim ite d  pro fits are te llin g  
(he w orkers not to s tr ik e  even 
fo r costs.

W atch out fo r  the next state­
m ent by these open-shoppers and 
in  the mean tim e bu ild  your union 
and figh t fo r m il ita ry  tra in in g  
under contro l of the trade unions.

Once A g a in

Who 'D estroyed' France?
In  an organized propaganda cam paign, A m e­

rican boss groups are t ry in g  to te rro rize  the 
unions in to  silence by ho ld ing up the ho rrib le  
example o f France.

“What destroyed France?” ask their roadside 
signs. “ O ur na tiona l sa fe ty  demands: Stop labor 
ro w s !”

Am erican w orkers m ust not fa l l  fo r  th is  
baloney.

I t  wasn’t  “ labor row s”  th a t made fo r  the co l­
lapse o f France. I t  was the French bosses who 
opened the w ay to H it le r ’s hordes.

The French 'bosses placed th e ir own “ sa fe ty ”  
ahead o f the “ national sa fe ty ” .

W eygand, the French generalissim o, came be­
fo re  the French cabinet in those fa te fu l days 
las t June and warned o f w o rkers ’ unrest re su lt­
ing fro m  the German victories. He compared the 
s itua tion  in France to the s itua tion  in Russia in 
1917, when the Russian soldiers turned th e ir  arms 
on th e ir  own officers and jo ined the w orkers and 
peasants in  revo lu tion. “ I t  m ust no t come to 
th a t,”  W eygand to ld  the m in is te rs . Surrender 
to H it le r  had to1 be made, he said, so th a t the re ­
m ain ing French arm ies could be preserved “ to 
m a in ta in  order and qu ie t in  the cou n try .”

T ha t's  the rea l s to ry  o f w ha t happened!
B u t i t  was the P opular F ro n t governm ent, we 

are then to ld , wh ich in the years preceding the 
w ar rendered the cou n try  powerless before H i t ­
ler, the " la b o r”  governm ent o f B lum  & Co. This, 
they say, was the rea l source o f the defeat. This 
is w hy Am erican w orkers  should be docile and 
take a ll the lumps, fo r  the “ national sa fe ty .”

Th is is sliced o f f  the same baloney. The Popu­
la r F ro n t Governm ent was not a governm ent o f 
labor. I t  was a governm ent entrusted by the 
bosses w ith  the jo b  o f d ispersing the m arch ing 
a rm y  o f labor. B lum  and the Com m unist P a rty  
(th is  was in the days before the H itle r-S ta lin  
pact, when S ta lin  was s t i l l  f l i r t in g  w ith  the 
French cap ita lis ts ) to ld  the w orkers th a t “ labor 
row s”  would b iin g  on H itle r .

The “ ln iio r row s”  o f th a t tim e— 1936— were 
v ir tu a lly  a revo lu tion . The French w orkers  held 
power in th e ir  hands. They had occupied a ll the 
factories and p lan ts in  the land.

B u t the w orkers made the m istake o f lis ten ing  
to  these fa lse leaders, to  B lum  and the S ta lin is ts . 
They gave up the positions they had conquered. 
They stopped th e ir  “ labor row s”  so th a t the boss­
es could assure the “ na tiona l s a fe ty "  against 
H itle r .

B u t when the showdown came, the bosses le ft 
the coun try  w ide open to H itle r .  They pre fe rred 
H it le r  to w orkers ’ ru le. And w ith  H it le r ’s help 
they are now a tte m p tin g  to destroy every rem ­
na n t o f the French labo r movement.

T h a t is the rea l s to ry  o f the  collapse of 
France. T h a t is the rea l m eaning th a t lies behind 
th is  vicious bosses’ propaganda in th is  country, 
conducted by those who w a n t to destroy the 
w o rkers ’ organ izations. The bosses don’t  w ant 
H itle r , bu t they w a n t to H itle r iz e  th is  country 
themselves.

We w ant no p a rt o f th is. The greatest guaran­
tee o f the “ na tiona l sa fe ty ”  lies in  the increase., 
no t the decrease, o f the power o f the workers.

The experience o f France showed th a t the 
“ dem ocrats”  who act fo r  the bosses cannot safe­
guard the “ na tiona l sa fe ty .”  O nly the workers 
o f France, ac ting  in concert w ith  the w orkers of 
Spain, France, Belg ium , and B rita in , could have 
stopped the Nazi menace once and fo r  a ll and 
ended these b ru ta l na tiona l strugg les by in te r ­
n a tion a liz in g  Europe on a socia lis t basis.

T h is  is our answer to  the ’ question : “ W hat 
destroyed F rance?”  T h is is also our answer to 
the question: “ W ha t threatens to destroy A m e­
rica  ? ”

Boss ru le threatens to  destroy Am erica  i f  it  
is allowed to continue unchallenged. W orkers ’ 
ru le  alone w il l  defend the land. W orke rs ’ ru le  
alone w ill ensure to a ll the people th a t they are 
defending w ha t is the irs  and not the fleshpots 
o f the S ix ty  Fam ilies.

W orke rs ’ power w i l l  defend our homes and es­
tab lish  rea l bonds w ith  the w orkers o f a ll other 
lands in common fig h t aga inst the boss w a r­
m ongers and w arm akers. T h a t is the lesson of 
France. Down any o ther road lies conquest by 
Fascism, e ithe r fro m  abroad o r by our own 
hom e-grown H itle rs .

Approve Enactment o f Conscription, 
But Also Favor Union Control o f I t

-< »

AUTO LOCALS IN FLINT 
PREPARE TO FIGHT G.M.

F L IN T . M ich., Sept. 22— To th is  date none o f the 19 key union 
men suspended by the F ishe r Body d iv is ion o f General M otors have 
been put back to w ork  as a resu lt o f the hearings on the cases which 
have been conducted by the U A W -C IO  and the corpora tion manage­
ment fo r  the past tw o  weeks.

M eanwhile the F isher la ica l No. 581 is p repa ring  fo r any ne­
cessary action, w ith  s tr ik e  k itchens already set. up w ith  fu l l  equip­
ment, and a ll decks cleared fo r  action should the m ilita n ts  not be 
pu t back to w ork  and a satisfac-
to ry  decision reached on th e ir  
cases.

The 19 men were suspended by 
the corporation a fte r fights broke 
out. in  the huge body p lan t be­
tween A F L  and CIO members. 
The incidents, obviously the re­
su lt of company provocation in 
an e ffo rt to sidetrack the increas­
ing  m il ita n t  objection on the part, 
of CIO men to the Company’s 
fa ilu re  to live  up to the GM con­
tract, resulted in  a two-day lock­
out.

Fo llow ing  the lockout an agree­
ment, was reached to s ta rt produc­
tion  again pending hearing of 
evidence and settlement of the 19 
cases.

Local W ill Act
There is no jo k in g  about the 

CIO local's de term ination  to get 
justice fo r its  key shop m ilita n ts  
whose suspension, Local 581 has 
already proved, was the resu lt of 
a we ll-la id plan between the co r­
poration and a few A F L  men to 
create trouble. The company 
planned, the union has pointed 
out, to d ive rt a tten tion  from  the 
many grievances, such as wage 
reclassifications and speed-up, to 
the AFL-CIO fight . . .  an issue 
which the company figured would 
give i t  the advantage of saying 
the troub le was m erely between 
two unions, and not between the 
company and the CIO.

But Local No. 581 has so far 
made an effective fight. And it  
is prepared to use the s tr ik e  pow­
er g iven the local's Executive 
Board by a big membership meet­
ing last week.

Even Reuther. Thomas and 
Frankensteen. In te rn a tion a l Board 
members of the UW A, had to 
take a more m ilita n t stand last 
week under pressure from  Local 
No. 581.

B uick Gets Going
Insp ired by the determ ined 

stand of the F isher local, the 
Buick Local No. 599, which has 
a m ountainous list, of grievances 
w hich have never reached the

second stages of negotiation as 
a result, of the corpora tion 's stub­
born refusal to live  up to the 
provisions of the GM contract, is 
preparing to demand a more de­
cisive program  of action.

The B u ick  grievances, which 
have been on file fo r m onths both 
w ith  the corpora tion and w ith  the 
In te rn a tion a l union, m a in ly  are 
concerned w ith  speed-up, reclas­
sifica tion of jobs resu ltin g  in  
wage cuts, d isc rim in a tio n  against 
union men in transfers, etc. 
These grievances have been way­
la id and sidetracked by the com­
pany; The In te rn a tion a l officers 
have obviously allowed these 
grievances to p ile  up w ith o u t do­
ing  a th in g  about them.

Now however, B u ick m ilita n ts  
are how ling fo r action, and there 
is some ta lk  of a s tr ik e  vote there 
also, to show the company the 
union means business and to force 
action.

Newark S. W. P. Polls Representative Body 
of Workers To Get Views on Training

By GEORGE B R E IT M A N

A carefully-conducted poll of a representative group of 
workers in New Jersey, completed last week, established that a 
majority of them are in favor of the conscription bill which has 
just been enacted into law, but that a majority are also in favor 
of placing military training under control of the trade unions.

These significant conclusions were the result of a four-week 
survey among workers in Newark, in a poll conducted by the 
Newark branch of the Socialist

Coffins Are Just 
Part of the Army's 
"Many Gadgets"

The U n ited  States A rm y  
has been m aking a survey of 
the casket in dus try , to find 
out. how many coffins are be­
ing produced now, how many 
more can be produced in an 
emergency, etc.

Newspaper men asked the 
arm y to  comment on its  s u r­
vey. A n a rm y spokesman 
M a jo r A . Robert G insburgh. 
s a id :

“ When you have an arm y 
you have to figu re  i t ’s going 
to f ig h t some day. F ig h tin g  
means casualties and casual­
ties ca ll fo r  caskets. T h a t’s 
a ll there is to it .  Jus t a simple 
m a tte r o f being prepared w ith  
essentials. Caskets are like  the 
rest o f the gadgets we use.”

Workers Party.
The material tabulated was 

secured by visiting the. homes 
of nearly a thousand workers 
in two representative working 
class neighborhoods, the Iron- 
bound section, heavily populat­
ed by industrial workers, and 
th e  Third a nd  Fourteenth 
Wards, heart of Newark's Ne­
gro population.

Those who conducted the poll 
were, extrem ely care fu l not 10 in ­
fluence the answers given by the 
workers. Those questioned—  
chosen a t random — were to ld that 
a. poll o f the neighborhood was 
being made, that, th e ir  names 
would not he taken, and tha t the ir 
replies would be kept s tr ic t ly  con­
fidentia l. They were not to ld who 
was conducting the poll before 
they answered.

They were asked two questions: 
1. “ Are you in favo r of the con­
scrip tion  b ill w h ich is now being 
debated in Congress?”  and 2. 
"W ould you be in favo r of m il i­
ta ry  tra in in g  of workers i f  they 
were to he tra ined under super­
vision o f th e ir  trade  un ions?”  
They could answer to each ques­
tion , “ yes'', "no", or “ don't, know .”

Here are the results in  percent-
ages:

Yes No
Don’t
Know

Question 1 47 26.7 26.3
Question 2 50.5 22.8 26.7

trade union contro l of m ilita ry  
tra in in g .

In  the lig h t o f these established 
conclusions, we may say confi­
dently : Woe. to the pacifists and 
semi-pacifists (the ¡Socialist Par­
ty , the Com m unist Party, etc.) 
who go to the workers w a ilin g  
against conscrip tion, bu t o ffe rin g  
no a lte rna tive  and progressive sys­
tem  o f m il ita ry  t ra in in g  to take 
its  place. These w h ine rs  wMU 
make no headway, and especially 
not among the most im portan t 
section* <>f the  w o rk in g  class.

I t  is in s tru c tive  to break down 
the figures of the po ll tha t show 
the m a jo rity  o f the workers to be 
in favor o f m il ita ry  tra in in g  un­
der trade union con tro l. The 
fo llow ing  were the percentages 
fo r the 200 un ion ists, 421 non­
union workers, 308 unemployed- 
or-housewivos, 531 whites and 398 
Negroes:

T es No
Don’t
K now

Union 61 17.5 21.5
Non-union
w o rk ing 51.5 27.6 20.9
Unemployed
housewives 42.5 19.8 27.7
W hites 46.9 29.9 23.2
Negroes 55.3 13.3 31.4

C ap ita lis t Greed Was Cause 
O f Hercules P ow der T ragedy

N E W A R K . N. J — The Dies 
Com m ittee has lost no tim e in 
using the Hercules Powder Co. 
explosion as a pretext to extend 
its  an ti-labor "red h u n t”  to New 
Jersey. Though arm y experts and 
company o ffic ia ls  s ta ted 'tha t they 
did not suspect sabotage, R. Par­
ne ll Thomas. New Jersey Con­
gressman and member of the Dies 
Committee, im m edia te ly issued a 
statement b lam ing the explosion 
on the “ F if th  Column”  and an­
nounced that, the committee would 
investigate.

The firs t step taken by the Dies 
Committee in  its  “ investiga tion ”  
has been the seizure of Commun­
is t P arty  state election petitions.

M eanwhile, the explanation of 
the explosion considered most 
probable by m un ition  experts has

been ignored because i t  embar­
rasses the "na tiona l defense" 
plans by p lacing the blame on 
the greed and callousness to hu­
man life  of the DuPont owned 
Hercules Company.

About a year ago, a new system 
of recovering solvents was started 
a t the p lant. The system was 
devised to speed up the powder 
processing and to cut costs. At 
one. stage in the new system a 
h igh ly  vo la tile  m ix tu re  is achiev­
ed that may be ignited or even 
detonated by a s tray  spark.

A nother m un ition  m anufacturer 
and am m unition  experts of the 
A rm y Ordnance Department were 
acquainted w ith  the new system 
They rejected i t  because they con­
sidered i t  too vulnerable to acci­
dents.

S. W. P. PLENUM OPENING THIS WEEK IN CHICAGO

One th in g  is s ta r t l in g ly  clear 
from  th is  and other tables which 
were tabulated from  the answers: 
pacifist tendencies among the 
workers can hard ly  be said to ex­
ist. Of the whole, on ly 7 per 
cent are opposed to both form s 
o f m il ita ry  tra in in g ! 71.9 per cent 
favor one o r both form s of m il i ­
ta ry  tra in in g . (The rem a in ing  
21% were against one form  and 
d idn ’t  know about the other, or 
d idn ’t know about both form s.)

Few Negro P acifis ts !
In te re s ting ly  enough, w h e n  

these figures were broken down 
s t i l l  fu rth e r, i t  was found that 
pacifist tendencies were even I ’ 
sm alle r than the general 7 per 
cent, among union members (4) 
and Negroes (5.8).

The general conclusions to he 
drawn from  the po ll m ay be fo r ­
m ulated as fo llow s:

As we go to press, a b ig  New 
Y ork delegation is leaving fo r  the 
P lenum-Conference o f the Socia­
lis t  W orkers  P a rty  in Chicago, 
September 27-29. Reports from  
a ll pa rts  o f the coun try  give as­
surance th a t s im ila r  delegations 
w il l  be present in Chicago. II is 
a lready certa in , the re fore , tha t 
th is  im p o rtan t ga the ring  o f p a rty  
delegations w ill be one o f the 
m ost representative in the his­
to ry  o f our movement.

Conference on Saturday
A fte r  a p lenary session o f the 

N a tiona l Com m ittee on F riday, 
the Conference sessions open 
S a tu rday m orn ing  a t 10:00 A.M . 
and w ill continue throughout 
Saturday and Sunday.

This is the f irs t  m eeting o f the

N a tiona l Committee, and the firs t 
conference o f branch delegates 
since the death o f Leon T ro tsky . 
The task o f the P lenum -C onfer­
ence is there fore  c lea rly  in d ica t­
ed: to m obilize the p a rty  to ca rry  
out Comrade T ro ts k y 's  last 
words: “ Please te ll our friends I 
am sure o f the v ic to ry  o f the 
F ourth  In te rn a tion a l. Go fo r ­
w ard.”

W orkers  Inv ited
Friends and sym path izers w ill 

have an o p p o rtu n ity  to jo in  in 
tw o o f the ac tiv itie s  scheduled 
fo r  the week-end. One w il l  be 
the Mass M eeting to  greet the 
N a tion a l Com m ittee and the 
branch delegates. I t  w i l l  take 
place at the M edical and Dental 
A r ts  B u ild ing , 185 N . Wabash 
Avenue on F rid a y  evening.

The o ther w i l l  be the Banquet

closing the Plenum-Conference. I t  i Convening a t th is  cruc ia l mo- 
w ill take place a t the Epicurean ment. in the h is to ry  o f the Ame- 
R estaurant, 316 South Wabash rican w o rk in g  class, the Plenum-

Conference has a tremendous res­
po ns ib ility  fo r  m ob iliz ing  the ad-

Avenue on Sunday evening.

M ilita r iz a tio n  M ain P o in t
The main p o litica l question on 

the agenda o f the P lenum -Con­
ference w ill be the de term ination  
o f p a rty  po licy tow ard the m il i­
ta riza tio n  o f the U n ited  States. 
A f r u it fu l  discussion on th is  key 
question o f th is  epoch has already 
taken place in the branches, on 
the basis o f a proposed reso lu­
tion , d ra fted  by the N a tiona l 
Com m ittee. Three in te rn a l bu lle ­
tins  have been issued to the pa rty  
on the question, inc lud ing  discus­
sion artic les  by p a rty  members. 

Headquarters in  Chicago fo r

vanced w orkers in  the defense of 
the labor movement aga inst the 
ca p ita lis t w ar-m ongers and th e ir 
agents in the labor movement.

We m ay say in a ll modesty 
however, th a t the P lenum -Con­
ference w il l  undertake th a t res­
p o n s ib ility  in the unconquerable 
s p ir it  in which Leon T ro tsky 
tra ined and indoctrina ted us.

E ve ry  comrade, friend  and ad­
vanced w o rke r w i l l  be able tc 
acquaint h im se lf w ith  the discus­
sions and resu lts  o f the P lenum- 
Conference by reading the re-

l t  is im portan t to point out 
tha t p rac tica lly  none of these 
workers had ever before consider­
ed the question of trade union 
contro l of m ilita ry  tra in in g ; i t  
is correct to say th a t the poll- 
takers were the firs t lo  raise the 
question in  th e ir tninds. Conse­
quently, th e ir  op in ions on th is  
subject were not, of course, as 
long though t over as th e ir  answers 
on the question of conscrip tion.

the Plenum-Conference are a t the . „
M ark Twain H ote l, D iv is ion  and P°r ts  >» the S O C IA L IS T  AP- 
C la rk  S treet. I P E A L  next week.

Pacifism Is B ankrup t
W orkers are looking fo r som e 

means o f m il ita ry  tra in in g . M ost 
of them favored the conscrip tion 
b ill just adopted by Congress be­
cause i t  appeared to them as the 
answer to the prohem of m ilita ry  
tra in in g . Most of them, however, 
likew ise are in favo r o f m il ita rv  
tra in in g  under the con tro l o f the 
trade unions, once the idea if 
presented to them. This  in es 
peeialt jj true among the employed 
union-member and Negro sections 
of the work ing  class— i.e., the 
most decisive sections or the la­
bor movement.

The housewives and (he unem­
ployed who, by v ir tu e  of th e ir 
status, tend to he less in form ed 
and p o lit ic a lly  developed than the 
others, give sm aller m a jo ritie s  to 
both form s of m il ita ry  tra in in g , 
hut generally show the same ten­
dency as the others. Negro w o rk ­
ers show- themselves to be p a r t i­
cu la rly  receptive to the idea of

In s tin c tive ly  Class Conscious
I t  would be fa ir  to say, there­

fore, th a t fo r  many workers th e ir  
favorable answer to the question 
o f m il ita ry  tra in in g  under trade 
union contro l was in s tin c tiv e ly  
class conscious. I f  they thought 
unions were good, i f  they fe lt un­
ions protected or could protect 
them, they answered yes, And 
since—as even a recent Fortune  
poll had to concede— most w o rk­
ers, whether organized or not, 
favo r trade unions, they were 
s truck favorably by the proposi­
tion tha t trade unions should pro­
tect them in the sphere of m il i ­
ta ry  tra in in g  as w e ll as in p r iv ­
ate industry .

Those, however, who felt ho s til­
ity  toward unions fo r some rea­
son, or fe lt th e ir  own union lead­
ers had failed to protect them on 
the job, tended to answer no to 
the proposition tha t trade unions 
should con tro l m il ita ry  tra in in g . 
In spite o f th is , the yes answers 
were decisive in propo rtion  to 
those who answered no— alm ost 
5 to 2!

O ur P rogram  Realistic
On the basis o f th is  poll, which 

we helieve qu ite  accurate— i t  
should he ca re fu lly  repeated in  
other parts o f the country to 
check i t— it appears to be an es­
tablished fact, tha t the Socia list 
W orkers P arty 's program fo r m il i­
ta ry  tra in in g  under trade union 
contro l is a popular and practica l 
basis fo r w in n in g  the workers. 
Needless to say, it  is a program  
against which the cap ita lis t class 
w il l  figh t like  cornered rats.
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W rite  to us— te ll us w h a t’s go ing on in  you r pa rt of the 
labo r movement— w hat are the w orkers  th in k in g  abou t?— tell 
us w hat the bosses are up to— am i the G-men and the loca l cops—  
and the S ta lin is ts— send us tha t s to ry  the cap ita lis t press d idn ’ t 
p r in t and that s to ry  they buried o r d istorted— our pages are open 
to you. Le tte rs  m ust ca rry  name and address, but indicate i f  you  
do not w ant you r name printed,

I f  Trotsky Lived By 
The Sword And Died 
By It, What About 
Abraham Lincoln?

(The fo llo w in g  le tte r  was 
sent bv a Cleveland w orker to 
the C L E V E L A N D  PRESS, as 
an answer to an a rtic le  appear­
in g  in th a t paper, bu t was re ­
fused pub lica tion  and re turned .) 

E d ito r :
W illia m  L. W hite , w r it in g  on 

the assassination o f Leon T ro tsky  
in  a local newspaper, illus tra tes  
g la r in g ly  the extrem ely low cal­
ib re and en tire  lack of respon­
s ib il i ty  tha t a ff lic t many small 
men who have access to the col­
umns of public news vendors.

M r. W h ite  deduces from  the 
fact th a t T ro tsky  was k ille d  by 
a pickaxe that th is  was a logica l 
method fo r his dispatch. He a l­
leges th a t the Russian Revolution 
was achieved by means of s im ila r 
weapons in the hands o f mobs 
led by T ro tsky  among others.

Abe L inco ln  was shot, to death 
w h ile  w itnessing a theatre  per­
formance. W ould the fact, tha t 
L inco ln  was dispatched by bu l­
le ts ra the r than by a pickaxe, 
d ig n ify  the m urder? I f  so, then 
the numberless bu lle ts which fa i l­
ed to reach th e ir  ta rge t— Leon 
T ro tsky— in  the attem pt on him  
on May 24 should de ify  h im  above 
L inco ln  in M r. W h ite ’s regard.

T h a t the first W orld  W ar to ll 
o f the lives and persons of some 
20 m illio n  men, women and c h il­
dren and th a t the proportiona te ly  
greater part of th is  m is fortune 
fe ll to the lo t of the Russian peo­
ple; tha t the in it ia l move away 
from  th is  w orld  catacomb of hor­
ro rs  and toward peace was taken 
under the in sp ira tion  of Lenin, 
the co-worker of T ro ts k y ; that 
the “ pickaxe”  Russian Revolution 
was achieved w ith  less casualties 
than occur from  tra ffic  accidents 
in  th is  nation in  a single month 
and th a t the la rgest pa rt of the 
casualties sustained a fte r the 
Russian Revolution resulted th ru  
fo re ign invasion and c iv il war 
insp ired by the invaders; that 
on the a u th o rity  of the German 
general Ludendorf, the Germans 
were defeated not by pickaxes, 
poison gas, tanks, bombs, shrap­
nel, etc. hut by Bolshevik propa­
ganda. are facts which M r. W h ite  
w i l l  not find it necessary to in ­
vestigate.

H itle r , S ta lin. Weygand, Retain 
and the old men of France: Cham­
berla in . H a lifa x , Henderson and 
a ll the rest of the betrayers of 
the European peoples, are im m une 
from  pickaxes, as are those of 
s im ila r bent in th is  country 
They are men of in fin ite  m ateria l 
resources and hacking.

Thomas Paine, the im m orta l in ­
sp ira tion  and po litica l strategist 
of the Am erican Revolution, was 
perm itted  to ro t in  a French Bas­
t i l le  and la te r to die, almost, un­
attended in  his fa ta l illness, a 
lone ly old man in the U.S.A.. the 
nation wh ich he, more than any 
other man, fought to b r in g  in to  
existence. W h ile  M r. W h ite  has 
been taught to extol George W ash­
ing ton  et ah, he, jus t as a hun­
dred m illio n  other schoolboys, is 
probably unaware of Paine’s crea­
tiv e  ro le in  the o r ig in  of th is  
na tion ; or i f  lie is, perhaps he 
regrets tha t Paine was not de­
stroyed by the pikestaffs or the 
g u illo tin e  of the tr ib u n a l o f the 
French Revolution.

M r. W hite  waxes sarcastic 
about the in te rm inab le  debates 
between the S ta lin is ts  and T ro t­
skyists. Read h is to ry , M r. W hite, 
and discover anew the w iiite  hot 
discussions w h ich  preceded the 
Am erican and French Revolutions 
and of the p luck ing  of Europe

and N orth  Am erica out. of the 
mud of the M iddle Ages fo llow ­
ing these great changes. Or does 
he believe that the vu lga r foo t­
ba ll-rooting po litics  indulged in 
du ring  the nom inations of W illk ie  
and Roosevelt, were also discus 
sions and more in d ica tive  of de­
m ocratic methods? Perhaps dis­
cussions and fearless w r it in g  irk  
Mr. W hite. No doubt lie prefers 
the m il ita ry  exp lo its, po litica l 
rackets and secret police of H i t ­
ler. S ta lin  and Co., not to m ention 
other varie ties closer home! 
C L E V E L A N D  A . A.

( I t  w il l in te res t our corres­
pondent to  know th a t, appro­
p ria te ly  enough, th is  M r. W h ite  
who slanders T ro tsky  was, be­
fore the H itle r-S ta lin  pact, an 
ardent a lly  o f the S ta lin is ts . He 
devoted his colum n on scores of 
occasions to  defending h im —  
not aga inst reactionaries hu t 
aga inst progressive c ritics . We 
reca ll p a rtic u la r ly  his defense 
o f S ta lin is t w reck ing  in  the 
A u to  W orkers U n ion and his 
w h itew ash ing of th e ir  m urder 
squads behind the lines in Lo y ­
a lis t Spain.— ED ITO R S .

*  *  *

Worker Wants Unions 
To Take Control of 
Military Training

(The fo llo w in g  le tte r  was 
b rough t in to  the St. Paul head­
quarters  o f the Socia list W o rk ­
ers P a rty  by a w o rke r.)

Fe llow  w orker,
I  believe th a t th is  country is 

headed fo r w a r; I believe tha t 
us workers are going to be reg i­
mented in to  the m ilita ry  machine 
o f th is  country. 1 do not lik e  the 
d isc ip line  of t i l ls  arm y set-up; I 
don't believe tha t i t  should he 
necessary fo r  us w orkers to  be 
herded lik e  sheep w ith o u t having 
any th ing  to say about w hat we 
are doing. In  my opin ion, as is 
the case in  other, unions, we de­
cide by a m a jo r ity  vote when we 
s tr ik e  o r when we do anyth ing  
else. We also elect our own lead­
ers and i f  wo decide tha t they 
are not the best we elect new 
ones.

T ha t should be the nature of 
our m il ita ry  tra in in g . We should 
tra in  ourselves to be able to 
handle firearm s to protect our un­
ions and our homes from  anyone 
tha t m ay threaten them. We 
should, I  believe, be prepared to 
figh t against the H itle rs  here in 
Am erica, such as the Fords and 
Morgans and the Rockefellers who 
have been figh ting  our unions for 
rears. Especia lly should we he 
prepared to shoulder a gun in 
tim e of war when the bosses w ill 
‘ eel th a t they can break any 
s trikes that, m igh t be forced upon 
us because the increased cost of 
liv in g . We m ust im prove our 
s k ill in  the use o f arms because 
we w ill have to use them.

Now I  th in k  tha t the best way 
to get th is  done w ith o u t being 
Im ilied by sergeants and peanut 
lieutenants who th in k  they know 
everyth ing is to get the unions 
lo w h ich we belong to sponsor 
m il ita ry  tra in in g  fo r a ll its  mem­
bers who w ill choose th e ir  o fficers 
and can remove them whenever 
(hey see fit. In  th is  way we w ill 
get the necessary experiences to 
be able to better protect oursel­
ves and we w ill re a lly  he defend­
ing  the in terests o f the workers 
and not the in terests o f the M or­
gans and Rockefellers in  some 
foreign land. I say le t ’s have 
the unions organize th is  tra in in g  
and le t’s have democracy in  th is  
union contro lled arm y.
St. Paul, M inn.

A  Fellow  W orker

B O O K S  and P A M P H L E T S
By LEON TROTSKY
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ST. PAUL UNION PAPER BLASTS 
UNION CHIEFS IN GOVERNMENT
E d ito r:

The enclosed ed ito ria l on D an­
iel W . T racy  and o ther deserters 
from  labo r’s ranks who have 
gone in to  the governm ent was 
prin ted in the Sept. 17 St. Paul 
Union Advocate, the o ffic ia l o r­
gan o f the A F L  C entra l Trades 
&  Labor Assem bly. I t  ough t to 
be rep rin ted  by every w orkers ’ 
paper in the coun try .

I  send it  to you r paper espe­
c ia lly  because I  was ve ry  much 
pleased w ith  the ed ito ria l on Dan 
T racy  th a t you carried.
St. Paul, M inn.

R. K . D.
We are glad to  re p r in t the 

U N IO N  A D V O C A T E ’S ed ito r­
ia l. fo r  i t  docs dem onstrate 
th a t some sections o f the trade 
union movement are beginning 
to realize w hat T racy. H illm a n  
and th e ir  i lk  are in  the govcr- 
m ent fo r.

However, we ask R .K.D . and 
everyone else to note the fu n ­
dam ental d iffe rence  between 
the U N O N  A D V O C A T E S  edi-

(» ria l and ours (w h ich  ap­
peared in the A ugust 3 issue 
o f the A P P E A L  under the t i t le  
“ W hich is the C rim e” ) : The 
U N IO N  A D V O C A T E  concludes 
th a t the crim es o f H illm a n  and 
T racy “ dem onstrate the fu t i l i ty  
o f Labor g e ttin g  in to  po litics .”  
We, however, concluded that 
“ union o ffic ia ls  who enter the 
cap ita lis t. governm ent c a n  
thereby serve on ly the cap ita l­
is t class and never the w o rk ­
ing  class.”  But we A R E  whole­
hearted ly in  fa vo r o f “ Labor 
g e ttin g  in to  po litics ” — bu t in to  
Labor, independent, w o rk ing  
class, po litics. The U N IO N  
A D V O C A T E  policy, though 
c r it ic a l o f H illm a n  and T racy, 
ends up where they do: i t  
leaves the cap ita lis ts  forever 
in  contro l o f “ po litics ” , i.e., of 
eve ry th ing . O ur po licy, on the 
other hand, leads to the w o rk ­
ing  class ta k in g  over th is  world 
and tra n s fo rm in g  i t  in to  a so­
c io tv  o.f peace and p len ty .— 
E D ITO R S .

(The fu l l  te x t o f the U N IO N  A D V O C A T E ’S ed ito ria l fo llow s)
The appo intm ent o f Danie l W . T racy, president o f the In te rn a ­

tiona l Brotherhood o f E le c tr ica l W orkers, as second assistant sec­
re ta ry  o f Labor, b rings to the fo re  the ve ry  much discussed question 
o f Labor in po litics.

W henever a Labor leader is given a p o lit ic a l appo intm ent i t  is 
pa tent to  a ll tha t the one g ra n tin g  the appo in tm ent is on a fish ing 
expedition fo r  Labo r’s support. In  a word, i t  is a fo rm  o f p o litica l 
b ribe ry , and it, constitu tes one o f the g ravest menaces the Labor 
movement is compelled to face. The M innesota La'oor movem ent has 
had its  fu l l  share o f experience in th is  line.

Some tim e  ago M r. Roosevelt named Sidney H illm a n  to his 
new ly-created w a r j i t te rs  board. The P resident said he chose M r. 
H illm a n  because he was m idw ay between W illia m  Green and John 
L. Lew is. The P resident w ould have been nearer the  t ru th  had he 
stated th a t he named H illm a n  because H illm a n ’s Am algam ated 
C lo th ing  w orkers had indorsed M r. Roosevelt fo r  a th ird  term .

As soon as the W h ite  House fe l t  the reaction o f th is  appo in t­
ment M r. Roosevelt fe l t  the need o f m aking  another appo intm ent 
as a gesture o f appeasement, so he named D anie l W . Tob in  as a sort 
o f errand boy between the A. F. o f L. and the W h ite  House. Tobin 
took the job, but the rea l jo b  he craved w ent to- Dan T racy, and there 
hangs a strange ta le  th a t am ply illu s tra te s  the po in t o f th is  piece—  
th a t i t  isn ’t  always Labor th a t is g e ttin g  in to  po litics— i t  is more 
often a case o f po litic ians g e ttin g  in to  the Labor movement.

W h a t can M r. T racy  do fo r  Labor as second assistant secre tary 
o f Labor?  W ha t became o f his prestige as head o f a g re a t in te rna ­
tiona l union the m om ent he w ent on the p a y ro ll o f a p o litic ia n ?  
W hat can he do— as a rubber stam p stooge in  the D epartm ent o f 
Labor— to  oppose one Thurm an A rno ld , also a governm ent employee, 
bu t one w ith  a u th o r ity  to send in te rna tiona l union o ffic ia ls  to the 
pe n ite n tia ry  ? W h a t can he do to  fu r th e r  the fig h t he began long 
ago aga inst the d iscrim ina tions o f the N a tion a l Labor Relations
Board ?

The answers arc obvious. H is  prestige  as head o f one o f the 
la rgest unions in  the U n ited  States to ta l ly  disappeared when he 
ceased to  be the head o f th a t in te rna tiona l un ion to  become a yes- 
yes m an fo r  Madam P erkins. There is no th ing  he can do fo r  o r­
ganized Labor th a t Madam Perkins does no t w a n t h im  to  do, and 
a fte r  a ll is said and done— Madam P erk ins is a po litic ia n  and no t a 
trade un ion ist. He cannot oppose Thurm an A rn o ld  w ith o u t jeopard iz­
ing  his own job, and M r. T racy  ev iden tly  wanted th a t p o lit ic a l job  or 
he would no t have taken i t  in the f ir s t  place. F urthe rm ore , he has 
become a member o f the weakest sector o f the P resident’s cabinet 
and a m ere errand boy fo r  Madam Perkins, whom the President, 
fo r  some unknown reason, refuses to  e lim ina te  fro m  his o ffic ia l 
fa m ily . M r. Roosevelt lias g ra d u a lly  shorn the Madam o f mo-st o f her 
respons ib ilities— but she rem ains as Secretary o f Labor, and Dan 
T racy, w hethe r he relishes the idea o r not, m ust take his orders 
fro m  her.

A ll o f w h ich  should dem onstrate the f u t i l i t y  o f Labor g e ttin g  
in to  po litics . W henever i t  gets in to  po litics  i t  im m ed ia te ly  loses 
s ig h t o f its  economic objectives. T ha ts ’ w h a t happened in  M inne­
sota. T h a t’s w ha t happened to Dan T racy, an otherw ise capable, 
com petent and w o rth w h ile  union executive.

UNION CONDITIONS IN THE ARMY 
IS ONLY PART OF LABOR’S NEED
E d ito r:
The M innesota State Federation 
o f Labor a t its  ju s t concluded 
1940 convention had before i t  a 
reso lu tion concerning the m ilita ry  
t ra in in g  o f the w orkers under 
union con tro l. T h is  convention, 
th rou gh  some o f its  spokesmen, 
lauded the advance o f the labor 
movement o f the past few  years. 
B u t on th is  reso lu tion— one tha t 
concerned the ve ry  l i fe  o f the 
w o rkers ’ org-anization— the con­
vention w ent on ly  p a r t way. I t  
agreed th a t “ we ca ll fo r  union 
wages and conditions in  the m il i­
ta ry  forces.”  B u t the convention 
fa iled  to  take the next logica l 
step to b ring  these conditions in ­
to rea liza tion , nam ely, th a t o r­
ganized labor should contro l the 
m il ita ry  tra in in g  camps.

W hat does a union do when i t  
w ants to get union conditions in 
an unorganized place, such as 
Ford? I t  does no t s im p ly  go on 
record. I t  m ust do m ore than 
tha t. The union m ust set its e lf  
the task o f g e ttin g  to the w o rk ­
ers a t the p la n t and o rgan iz ing  
them in to  the un ion. I f  they are 
unemployed and are w a it in g  to be 
called back to  w ork , the union 
m ust f ig h t fo r  them  on W P A  or 
in unemployed organ izations. I f  
unions do th is  fo r  w orkers when 
they are unemployed, they find 
these same w orkers easier to  o r­
ganize when they do go back to 
the fac to ry .

E x a c tly  the same th in g  must 
he done in so fa r as the m il ita ry  
forces are concerned. The fu tu re  
soldiers m ust be contacted now 
before they ge t in to  the a rm y, a 
ve ry  d if f ic u lt  place in  which to 
organize. I t  is  m ore d iff ic u lt, 
even, to organize in  the a rm y 
than in  the  la b o r-h a tin g  Ford

concern. A ll the m ore reason th a t 
a cam paign to  organize the fu tu re  
soldiers m ust be sta rted  im m e­
d iate ly .

To rea lize the aim  o f the M in ­
nesota Convention— th a t o f ob­
ta in in g  trade union wages and 
conditions in the a rm y  and on a ll 
defense pro jects— the organized 
labo r movement m ust begin now 
by ca llin g  on the governm ent to  
supp ly funds and equipm ent to 
unions th a t w i l l  tra in  men demo­
c ra tica lly , in  a m anner th a t w ill 
be agreed to by the men them ­
selves. Then these men w il l  re a l­
ly  show enthusiasm  to f ig h t H i t ­
le r and Fascism and anyone else 
who m ay desire to take aw ay the 
r ig h ts  o f labor.

So long as the a rm y  is unor­
ganized, i t  w i l l  a lways serve as 
a th re a t to  labor in the fo rm  o f 
a s tr ike -b re a k in g  organ ization. 
The s treng th  o f organized w o rk ­
ers depends on th e ir  a b ili ty  to 
extend th e ir  o rgan iza tion . Cer­
ta in ly , the auto w orkers could 
not fee l secure i f  they  organized 
D e tro it  alone; the y  had to o r­
ganize a ll the auto w orkers . In  
the same way, the unions to be 
secure m ust organize the soldiers 
in the a rm y  so th a t the reaction ­
a ry  o fficers w i l l  not use the 
soldiers as herders o f scabs. L e t ’s 
ge t go ing now !

T. A LLEN
St. Paul, M inn.

▼  ▼ ▼  w w w  w  ▼  y n r

ADVERTISEMENT
M an wanted to  share an a p a rt­

ment. A ll im provem ents. C a ll at 
A pa rtm en t, 27, 244 E ast 13th
Street, New Y ork  C ity , between 
6-7 p.m.

Minn. Federation Fights For 
Anti-Labor Law Repeal

Steel Workers 
Use “Quickies” 
To Win Demands

ST. PAUL, Sept. 19—T h w a rtin g  
an attem pt by reactionary State 
Federation of Labor offic ia ls to 
betray the workers of Minnesota 
in to  tak in g  a stand fo r mere 
amendment o f 1he v i c i o u s  
Stassen Slave Labor Act ,  M in ­
neapolis delegates emerged v ic ­
torious in  the Sept. 16-18 50th 
Ann iversary convention o f the 
state labor body by keeping it  
o ffic ia lly  on record fo r complete 
repeal of the act. A  long and 
storm y debate in  w h ich  well- 
known progressive trade un ion ists 
of M inneapolis beat down th is  
disgusting display of boot-lick ing 
of Governor Stassen ended in  a 
decisive v ic to ry  fo r  the m ilita n t 
delegates who took a resolute 
stand fo r rea ffirm ing  tDo action 
of the 1939 convention w h ich de­
manded repeal of th is  union- 
busting legis la tion.

In  h is report to the convention. 
President Robert Olson stated that 
lie "s tro n g ly  recommended tha t 
the decision of the 1939 conven­
tion  bo rescinded and that we 
go on record fo r amendment 
ra the r than repeal of the State 
Labor A ct.”  T h is  paved the way 
fo r the report of the leg is la tive 
com m ittee which recommended 
concurrence w ith  the resolution 
o f federation officers ca llin g  fo r 
amendements to the act. A l­
though a large num ber of dele­
gates appeared before the legis­
la tive  committee to speak against 
t lic  reso lu tion and in  favor of 
repeal, the com m ittee recommend­
ed adoption o f the amendment, 
stand.

One a fte r another delegates took 
the floo r to protest against th is  
backward step proposed by fed­
era tion offic ia ls. Gone Larson, 
delegate from  the M inneapolis 
M ilk  D rivers, opened the fight fo r 
repeal. B ro the r Larson was re ­
membered by delegates as the 
man who brought in  the m in o rity  
report last year ca llin g  fo r repeal 
o f the act and i t  was h is  report 
that was then adopted.

The Stassen Act was adopted 
a fte r the election of Republican 
Governor Stassen. I t  enforces a 10- 
day w a itin g  period before a union 
may s trike , re s tr ic ts  p icketing , 
moves a long way tow ard com­
pu lsory a rb itra tio n , etc.

“ I f  we vote fo r  amending the 
law, th a t means we approve o f 
i t  in  p rinc ip le ,”  said Larson.
Am ong those who spoke fo r 

repeal were W a lte r F rank , Cen­
tra l Labor U n ion; W alfred  Smed- 
berg, B u ild in g  Service U n ion; 
Tom Hagen. State, County and 
M un ic ipa l Employees; John Bos- 
coe. Central Labor U nion: Louis 
Bocrbach, P ainters; H aro ld  ul- 
son. B u ild in g  Laborers; Peter 
W arhol, Upholsterers; W alter 
Hagstrom, General D rivers, a ll of 
M inneapolis, and many fro m  St. 
Paul also spoke.

A ll pointed out the evils or the 
law and demanded to know why 
the reactionary state leg is la ture 
tha t had passed ttie  law  would 
even amend i t  to benefit labor.

Dunne Sums Up
M iles Dunne, delegate from  the 

Teamsters Jo in t Council, M innea­

polis, summed tip the debate by 
rem ind ing  delegates th a t w hat the 
state . federation had called for 
some tim e back was a “ l i t t le  Wag­
ner A c t”  fo r M inneapolis, to pro­
vide w hat the national law did 
not provide. He stated, “ the 
Stassen Act does not even fa in t ly  
resemble the b ill drawn up and 
presented by the federation. To 
vote fo r any th ing  but repeal is 
to give aid and com fort lo the 
employers in  other states.”  

Recognizing t l ie ir  defeat, the 
offic ia ldom  of the state federation 
through th e ir  spokesman, George 
Lawson, federation secretary, mov­
ed fo r an amendment to the re­
solution. The amedment p ro­
vided fo r the in tro du c tion  in to  
the 1941 leg is la ture of the old 
Federation B ill which in itse lf 
calls fo r the repeal of a ll other 
a ffec ting  labor laws. F a ilin g  its  
enactment, federation officers 
were directed to w ork fo r  amend­
ments to the present act that 
would e lim ina te  ils  most undesir­
able features and to tight against 
any amendments tha t would fu r ­
ther hamper organized labor. Th is 
amendment was adopted unan im ­
ously by the convention delegates.

O ther Resolutions 
Other reso lutions adopted at 

the convention included a demand 
fo r a state housing a u th o rity ; re-

peal of the W oodrum amendment: 
restora tion of c itizensh ip  r igh ts  
to the W PA prisoners; repeal of 
the Homestead lien  law ; condem­
na tion o f Thurm an A rn o ld ’s a n t i­
tru s t campaign against t. h e 
unions; against (lie  reg is tra tion  
of the fink  Associated Indepen­
dent Unions and a ll company 
unions; fo r  union wages and con­
d itions in  the m il ita ry  forces and 
on a ll defense pro jects; fo r the 
6-hour day and the 30-hour week.

On M il ita ry  T ra in in g  
The resolution on m il ita ry  t ra in ­

ing, as o r ig in a lly  presented to the 
resolutions committee, concluded 
w ith  the fo llow ing : “ tha t we call 
fo r union wages and conditions 
in  vile m il ita ry  forces and on a ll 
defense projects, and to that end 
we demand tha t the government 
fu rn ish  expert m il ita ry  in s tru c ­
tions and equipm ent to the trade 
unions so tha t the organized la ­
bor movement, ra the r than the 
anti-labor m il ita ry  machine, w ill 
contro l the defense tra in in g  p ro­
gram.”

T lie reso lutions committee, how­
ever, le ft on ly  the fo llow ing  in  
its  final version as presented and 
adopted by the convention: “ tha t 
we call fo r union wages and con­
d itions in the m il ita ry  forces and 
on a ll defense pro jects." I t  was 
voted w ith o u t debate.

C.P. HELPED ELECT OLSON, 
HE’S OUTLAWING THEM NOW

SACRAMENTO, Cal., Sept. 23. 
— The C a lifo rn ia  leg is la ture , con­
vened in  special session by Gov­
ernor Olson, is about to consider 
a reso lution, sponsored by Olson 
and the Democrats, to ban the 
Communist P arty  from  the elec­
tion  ba llo t in  November and to 
abolish the Com m unist P arty  in 
C a lifo rn ia .

The Socia list W orkers P arty 
lias w ired protests against th is  
resolution to Governor Olson.

The Socialist W orkers P arty  is 
also proposing tha t jo in t action 
be taken by the en tire  labor 
movement— Socialist Party, Com­
m unist Party , S.W.P., the trade 
unions, etc.— for a jo in t campaign 
against th is  reactionary resolu­
tion.

I t  is iro n ica l th a t Governor Ol­
son should be ta k in g  the lead in  
th is  v ic ious move— iron ica l but 
in  the classical tra d itio n  o f his 
type of “ democrat.”  And i t  cer­
ta in ly  ought to be an eye-opener 
lo Com m unist P arty  members con­
cern ing the policies pursued by 
t l ie ir  leaders; fo r Olson was 
elected w ith  the fu l l  support of 
the Com m unist P arty .

That, of course, was in  the 
honeymoon days of the “ collective 
secu rity ," ''P opu lar F ro n t”  line  of 
the S ta lin is ts , when any scoundrel 
who- would ye ll fo r  w o rld  w ar 
“ aga inst fasc ism ”  was certa in  lo 
get the support of the Communist 
Party.

These same scoundrels, lifte d  
in to  office w ith  the help of the

S ta lin is ts , are now paying them 
back in  the usual coin o f such 
"dem ocrats.”

Nevertheless, the crim es o f the 
Communist P arty  should not pre­
vent us from  defending the r ig h t 
of a ll sections of the labor move­
ment to exist. We, the advanced 
workers, must settle accounts 
w ith  the S ta lin is ts  w ith in  the la ­
bor movement, w ithou t any "he lp ”  
from  the capita lists.

The Social Democrats in  Ger­
m any were d ire c tly  responsible 
fo r the assassination o f Lieb- 
knecht and Rosa Luxem bourg: 
yet the revo lu tiona ry  Communist 
P arty  of those days defended the 
Social Democrats against the capi­
ta lis ts . L ikew ise we m ust defend 
the S ta lin is ts , degenerate though 
they are, responsible though they 
are fo r the m urder of T ro ts k y — 
we m ust defend them against the 
capita lists.
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The MARXIST SCHOOL
FALL TERM 1940

Classes Begin Irving Plaza
Monday, October 21 Irving Place & 15 St., N. Y. C

1. The Philosophy of Marxism—Dialecti­
cal Materialism—William Warde.

A  course in the h is to rica l o r ig in  and essential 
ideas o f the M a rx is t view o f the world.

1. The Philosophica l Background o f D ia le c ti­
cal M ate ria lism .

2. How Hegel Revolutionized Logic.
3. The M a in  Laws o f D ia lectics.
4. D ia lec tica l M a te ria lism  a n d  N a tu ra l 

Science.
5. T ro tsky , the exponent o f D ia lec tica l M a­

te ria lism .
6. The C ontem porary C ritics  and Opponents 

o f D ia lec tica l M ate ria lism .
Mondays 7:10 to 8:40 PM — 6 sessions $1.00

II. What is Trotskyism—James P. Cannon.
These lectures are on the specific con tribu tions

o f “ T ro tsky ism ”  to revo lu tiona ry  M arx ism .
1. The Foundations o f T ro tsky ism  in  M a rx  

and Lenin.
2. T ro ts k y ’s theory  o f the Russian Revolution.
3. The S trugg le  between T ro tsky ism  and S ta l­

in ism : Its  theore tica l basis.
4. Colon ia l R evolution: China.
5. The R evo lu tionary  F ig h t aga inst Fascism : 

Germ any, France, Spain.
6. P ro le ta rian  M ilita r is m .

Mondays 8:50 to 10:20 P M — 6 sessions $1.00

III. Elements of Marxism— Murry Weiss.
A  ground course in  the basic princ ip les o f

M arx ism ; indispensib le to  the beginner who seeks 
an understand ing o f the M a rx is t view o f h is to ry  
and cu rre n t events. T h is  course w il l  be useful 
to  those who w ish to  review  the fundam entals 
o f the M a rx is t doctrine.

1 . .M arx ism — a unified theore tica l system.
2. The M a te r ia lis t Conception o f H is to ry .
3. M a rx ia n  Economics.

4. The Epoch o f Im peria lism .
5. The Death Agony o f C ap ita lism  and the 

Rise o f Fascism.
6. The P rogram  o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tion a l.

Tuesdays 7:10 to  8:40 P M — 6 sessions $1.00

IV. Tratle Union Leadership—F a n r e 11 
Dobbs.

A n  analysis o f the basic ro le  o f the trade 
union movement in  the class s trugg le . A  study 
o f the  day to  day problems o f the w orkers and 
the technique o f trade union leadership in  the 
f ig h t aga inst the employers.

1. The Role o f the Trade Unions in  the Class 
S trugg le .

2. Trade Union Leadership.
3. U n ion Contracts— N egotia tions, M ediation 

and A rb itra tio n .
4. S trikes— How to  Organize and Conduct.
5. T ra d itio n a l Demands.
6. Trade Unions and Politics.

Tuesdays 8:50 to 10:20 PM — 6 sessions $1.00

R E G IS T R A T IO N
R e g is tra tion  m ay be made a t the school office, 

116 U n iv e rs ity  Place, every day (except Sunday) 
between 12 noon and 7 PM. On Wednesdays and 
Thursdays the office w il l  Ibe open fro m  8 PM to 
10 PM. R eg is tra tions can also be made by m a il 
o r by ca llin g  G ram ercy 7-9317

A T T E N D A N C E
Those who do no t w ish to reg is te r fo r  a fu l l  

course m ay attend s ing le  lectures. The charge 
fo r  s ing le  lectures w i l l  be tw e n ty -five  cents.

S C H O LA R S H IP S
A  lim ited  num ber o f scholarships are ava ila ­

ble to  unions, clubs, and unemployed. In fo rm a ­
tion  about these can be hhd by w r it in g  to  the 
school office. I

Victory at Republic 
Steel in Youngstown 
Is Latest Example

Y O U N G S TO W N , Ohio— T  h e 
organized steel w orkers here are 
m aking use o f a union tac tic  
s im ila r to  the “ qu ickie  s tr ikes ”  
employed so e ffe c tive ly  by the 
W est Coast sa ilo rs when they 
were bu ild ing  th e ir  union.

The Steel W orkers O rganizing 
Committee does not feel strong 
enough— that, at any rate, is the 
fee ling  of the M urray  leadership 
— to wage a general ba ttle  against 
“ L it t le  Steel.”  M eanwhile hun­
dreds o f grievances have piled 
up in  every p lan t. As a resu lt, in  
ce rta in  departments the workers 
have resorted to a fo rm  o f guer­
illa  w arfa re  which, a lthough i t  
is not endorsed or encouraged 
by the SWOC leadership, is  at 
least not stamped on by the union 
offic ia ls.

Concretely, the tactic  involves 
the shu tting  down of a single de­
partm ent u n t il ce rta in  grievances 
are adjusted. So fa r these shut­
downs have been qu ite  success­
ful.

F ig h t a t Republic Steel
A  typ ica l example of th is  oc­

curred last week in  the Inspection 
Department o f the E lectric-W eld 
M il l o f the Republic Steel Cor­
poration. About 150 men were 
involved. The grievance centered 
on the question of “ doub ling up”  
on sh ifts . F o r a number o f m onths 
the company bad in s titu te d  the 
practice of re q u irin g  the men who 
w ork  e ight hour sh ifts , to do two 
eight hour sh ifts  w ith  on ly  e igh t 
hours rest between. The men de­
manded tha t e ithe r they be a llow ­
ed sixteen hours rest between 
sh ifts  o r else tha t they be paid 
tim e and one ha lf fo r the second 
sh ift. A lm ost three m onths ago 
the superintendent, McCoy, agreed 
to th e ir  demand bu t no th ing  was 
done.

About three weeks ago, they 
again went to h im  and again lie 
promised to fix it. up but again 
no th ing  happened. A fte r  w a itin g  
fo r about two weeks, the men 
m ostly  SWOC members, called a 
m eeting of t l ie ir  departm ent and 
decided to stop the w ork  u n t il 
th e ir  grievance was adjusted.

A ccord ing ly, the fo llo w in g  day, 
as the 7-3 s h ift  came o ff duty, 
they stopped t lic  3-11 s h ift  from  
going in . F o r more than  two 
hours they waited at the gate, 
re fus ing to get to w ork  in  spite 
o f a ll the pleadings and promises 
o f th e ir  im m ediate superiors un- 

, t i l  McCoy fin a lly  came and set- 
| tied the m atter.

The w orkers go t w h a t they 
wanted and as a resu lt the SWOC 
has been given another s p u rt 
fo rw a rd  not on ly  in th is  depart­
m ent bu t throughout, the m ill. O f 
course the local newspaper ca r­
ried no news o f th is  episode at 
a ll.

100% PROFIT
President Roosevelt has per­

sonally promised th a t no cor­
poration w ill coin p ro fits  from  
the arm s boom. W ell, the 
Thompson A u to m atic  A rm s 
Corpora tion , m aker o f the no­
torious “ Tom m y”  machine- 
gun, has ju s t declared a spec­
ia l dividend o f $5.50 a share.

A t  the cu rre n t price o f the 
stock 'th a t ’s a f i f ty  percent 
bonus! S upp ly ing  machine 
g u n s  to the in te rna tiona l 
gangsters is as p ro fitab le  as 
se lling  them to  the Capones. 
A nd th a t’s on ly a beginning. 
F inanc ia l c irc les estim ate the 
year’s earnings o f the com­
pany w ill be from  $10 to  $16 
a share, more than one-hun­
dred percent!

Isn ’t  i t  tim e  the governm ent 
nationalized these sup erp ro fit­
eering arm s-industries?
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(Continued from  last week)

Generous—When it 
Costs Nothing

W ill a vote fo r  W illk ie  and t lie  Republicans 
be any bette r than a vote fo r Roosevelt and the 
Democrats? The facts say no.

The record o f the Republicans on Negro legis­
la tion  is every b it  as bad as the Democrats'. F rom  
3920 on the Republicans sat in  power, in  the 
W h ite  House and in m ost states. F rom  them  the 
Negroes got no th ing. T ha t was why no colored 
w orker spent much tim e weeping in 1932 when 
they were swept out of oflice and became a m i­
n o r ity  in  Congress.

Then overnight, they became “ the Negro’s 
fr ie n d  and cham pion” ! In  a magical way Re­
publicans appeared on the floors of Congress w ith  
A n ti-L ynch  B ills  and A n ti-P o ll Tax B ills . “ The 
Republican P arty ,”  they said, "lias  been the friend  
o f the Negro people since the days o f Abraham 
L inco ln , and s t i l l  is. Don’t you see w hat we’re 
t ry in g  to do fo r you in Congress?”

W hat generous people! D u rin g  the years 
when they had the power to pass such b ills , they 
were nowhere to be found. The A n ti-Lynch  B ills  
w h ich  came up in  Congress when they had a ma­
jo r ity ,  were always shelved and forgotten by them 
in  the same w a y  the Dem ocrats do i t  now. And 
now, when they are sure th a t the Democratic 
m a jo rity  w i l l  defeat such leg is la tion , they very 
bo ld ly propose i t !

There are two reasons fo r th is  hypocrisy. F irs t, 
i t  is a cheap way to bu ild  tiicmseives up as 
“ friends of the Negro.”  Secondly, it  embarrasses 
the  Democrats who have to take the respons ib ility  
fo r  laws th a t ne ithe r p a r ty  re a lly  wants passed. 
O nly sim ple people w i l l  fa ll fo r th is  k in d  of fraud.

Take W endell W illk ie , the u t i l i t y  boss who 
was picked by tha t sm all section of the race tha t 
alone is responsible fo r and benefits from  J im  
Crow, the bankers and big businessmen.

Because lie is an “ ou t”  now, and wants to get. 
“ in ” , he chooses his words about t lie  colored people 
ve ry  care fu lly. He remembers the eleven states 
where the colored vote w il l  be decisive on Novem­
ber 5. But. every once in a w h ile  he makes a 
s lip , and gives the game away, showing tha t a ll 
h is fine ta lk  about “ equal op po rtu n ity ”  is no th ing  
more than the ho t dog and glass o f beer that: 
ward-heelers give away “ free”  before elections.

Willkie Likes a Jim Crow Book
Recently the New Jersey Herald News, a Negro 

paper, addressed an open le tte r to him . In  it  
they questioned h is  enthusiastic praise o f the 
book, Capitalism The Creator, hv Carl Snyder. 
The au thor o f th is  contem ptib le book w rite s  in 
defense o f “ the g rea tly  misunderstood and abused 
m illio na ires .”  He v igorously  defends the r ig h t  
o f p lu tocra ts to keep robbing and exp lo iting  the 
great mass of the people. He asks th a t taxa tion  
o f the w ealthy he stopped. H is reason? They 
deserve eve ry th ing  they have! He th in ks  i t  is 
te rr ib le  fo r t lie  unions to t r y  to get h igher wages 
fo r  the workers. T ha t w i l l  “ block the road to 
recovery,”  he says.

N a tu ra lly , such an enemy of t lie  w o rk in g  class 
is  an enemy of the most oppressed section o f tlie  
w o rk ing  class, the Negro workers, and a friend  of 
J im  Crow. “ We m ust realize th a t ce rta in  races 
are n a tu ra lly  in fe r io r,”  says th is  ardent champion 
of the rich . By th is  lie means they shouldn’ t 
have equal opportun ities and righ ts , they should 
he seen and not heard, they shouldn’t  have tlie  
same schooling, they shouldn 't he allowed to s it  
in  the same t&^atres and restaurants, they should 
do the d ir ty  w ork, cleaning the to ile ts , ac ting  as 
ja n ito rs  and washwomen, w h ile  th e ir  “ superiors,”  
t lie  rich , do more im p o rtan t th ings such as going 
to the dog show.

P ub lic  endorsement o f th is  book by W illk ie  
means tha t i f  he is elected, he can lie expected 
to ca rry  out the ideas in  i t !  And those colored 
w orkers who fe ll fo r W illk ie ’s promises before 
elections w il l  be given the p riv ilege of sh in ing  
h is  shoes as reward fo r th e ir  support.

Between tlie  two boss parties t lie  Negro has 
no choice. N e ither w ill help h im , each w il l  be­
tra y  h im , both are his m orta l enemies.

Trouble—And Double Trouble
The life  we liv e  in  1910 is a strange th ing . 

The workers produce everyth ing, and they live  
in  m isery. The bosses produce noth ing, and they 
liv e  in  com fort and lu xu ry . Because o f the pro fit 
system, the bosses make tlie  workers live  in  un­
hea lthy  tenements. Often they shut down the fac­
to ries  and th ro w  the w orkers in to  the streets to 
starve  o r live  on m iserable re lie f  allowances. When 

the w orkers dare to ask fo r a l i t t le  more from  
life , the streng th  of the whole system is th row n  
against them : the laws, the police, the newspapers, 
the courts. When th is  decaying pro fit system faces 
a cris is, the bosses of the d iffe re n t countries pu t 
guns in  the w orkers ’ hands and send them out to 
k i l l  each other to decide which bosses sha ll get the 
gravy.

As workers, the Negroes su ffe r a ll th is . But 
th a t isn ’t  a ll. Because they are Negroes, they 
are treated even worse. The Republicans and 
the Democrats defend th is  way of life , but they 
won’t  do an y th ing  to le t the colored w orkers  have 
a t least the same rotten conditions and opportu­
n itie s  tha t the w h ite  w orkers have. The colored 
w orkers are herded in to  the w o rs t o f the bad 
houses. They are given tlie  d ir t ie s t and w orst­
paying jobs. They are h ired last, and fired firs t. 
They aren’t  even perm itted to jo in  th e ir  bosses’ 
A rm y . M any of them are te rrorized and lynched 
when they t r y  to vote lik e  other w orkers, even 
fo r  Republicans and Democrats. In s u lt is always 
added to  the in ju r ie s  they su ffe r under capita lism .

W hy is th is? W hy m ust colored workers carry  
a double burden?

(N e x t week: W ha t Causes J im  C ro w ?)

Mexico After the Elections -   By gr a n d iz o  m u n is

D anger o f R eac tion a ry  Coup Grows, A ided  

B y  C o rru p t S ta lin is t-To ledano Methods

T his  tim e, much more than on 
any previous occasion, the M exi­
can pres identia l elections have 
been extrem ely im portan t. Pow­
e rfu l interests are in  p lay on 
both sides, having m obilized them ­
selves fo r the s trugg le w ith  an 
a c tiv ity  which lias not been known 
fo r many years. T lie  s tr ic t ly  na­
tiona l im portance o f t lie  con flic t 
is augmented by the existence of 
liie  European war.

I t  is necessary to give a short 
sketch ol’ t lie  conditions under 
which the coun try  is now liv in g  
and tiie  in terests opposing a re­
vo lt against the con tro l exercised 
on a ll the presidents o f t lie  Re­
public by P lutarco E lias  Calles, 
the real ru le r. Cardenas him self 
was on ly raised to the presidency 
because he was thought to he a. 
man who could be easily m an i­
pulated by Calles's order.

In  re jec ting  Calles, Cardenas 
had to find some support in  t lie  
poorest classes of the c ity  and 
country. By defending tlie  rig h t 
to s trike , w h ich Calles desired 
to stamp out, he won the good­
w ill o f the w orkers: by prom is­
in g  to d iv ide  up the large estates 
lie won tlie  good-will o f the peas­
ants. By t líese two simple means 
lie succeeded in  ca rry ing  through 
the po litica l move and changes 
which perm itted  h im  to defeat 
Calles.

The la tte r's  p rinc ipa l support, 
the N ational R evo lu tionary P arly  
was dissolved and the P a rty  of 
the Mexican Revolu tion (P artido  
do la Revolución Mexicana) was 
created in  its  place. In  opposi­
tion to the trade-union movement 
of the Mexican Regional W orkers ' 
Confederation (CROM) com pletely 
contro lled by Calles, Cardenas in i­
tia ted the creation of the Confed­
era tion  of Mexican W orkers 
(GTM) and tlie  N ational Peasants’ 
Confederation (ONC). The estab­
lishm ent of the ejidos, by d iv id ­
ing up numerous large estates 
among the peasants, t lie  establish­
ment of a m in im um  wage of two 
pesos a day, and the expropria ­
tion  of the na tiona l ra ilw ays and 
of tiie  o il companies, are the basic 
measures w h ich gave Cardenas’s 
governm ent its  early  popu la rity  
and its  dem ocratic character.

T H E  L IM IT S  OF W H A T  
C A R D E N A S  A C H IE V E D

B ut however im p o rtan t these 
may appear, they have on ly serv­
ed to confirm  our estim ate of the 
character o f modern social move­
ments in  countries of colonial or 
semi-colonial economy. From  the 
firs t day, the bourgeoisie and pet­
ty  bourgeoisie have been re jec t­
in g  Cardenas’s modest reform s. 
T lie  reform s have ir r ita te d  the 
bourgeoisie w ith o u t having suc­
ceeded in sa tis fy in g  the workers 
and peasants. T lie  PRM. which 
consists of the top bureaucratic 
and m il ita ry  hierarchies, the 
CTM and tlie  CNF, constitu te  fun ­
dam enta lly the same p a rty  tha t 
served as a liase fo r Calles. Any 
r ig h t sw ing  on the p a rt of tiie  
v ic torious presidentia l candidate 
w ill find the same basis and 
ad ap ta b ility  in  the TRM as did 
I lie le ft sw ing of Cardenas.

The CTM and tlie  CNC. in  the 
hands of an e x tra o rd in a rily  cor­
rup t bureaucracy, p lay and t ra f­
fic w ith  the workers’ in terests in 
exactly the same way as a piece 
of goods is tra fficked . The gen­
eral line  of t lie  leaders is sub­
mission to the government., the 
line  being accompanied w ith  pure 
and sim ple se lling  out to the em­
ployers. In  many unions the lead­
ers of the CTM are in the pay 
o f I ho bourgeoisie, from  whom 
they receive a regu lar wage.

The s itua tion  of the sm all new 
proprie tors in  the countryside has 
not im proved w ith  the d iv id in g  
up o f the lands. Tf before they 
were exploited by the landholders 
they are now exploited by the 
hank which lends them money, 
by th e ir  leaders, and by the com­
panies to w h ich they find them ­
selves compelled to sell th e ir  p ro­
ducts at a low price.

The bankrupt s itua tion  of the 
ra ilw ays and o il wells has re ­
cently been given pub lic  notice. 
T h is  is due in pa rt to the boycott, 
and to the maneuvers of the 
Am erican im peria lis ts , hut to a 
great extent the respons ib ility  
fa lls  on the bureaucrats of the 
CTM. Being the real adm in is­
tra to rs  of both undertak ings they 
g ran t themselves extrem ely high 
salaries and bonuses, w h ile  the 
economic position of the w orkers 
has e ith e r not im proved or has 
obviously deteriorated. The rise 
in  prices, w h ich has been going 
on fo r years now. aggravates the 
s itua tion  of a ll the poor classes. 
Accord ing ly  the hatred of the 
workers and peasants is concen­
tra tin g  its e lf against the bureau­
crats o f the CTM, of the CNC, and 
the government.

T H E  R E A C T IO N A R IE S  R A L L Y  
A R O U N D  A L M A Z A N

For its  pa rt the feeble M exican 
bourgeoisie, always opposed to 
Cardenas’s reform s, has exploited 
the s itu a tio n  in  order to rise in 
a tu m u lt of to ta lita r ia n  fever. 
T h is  is the o rig in  of General Juan 
Andrew  Alm azan’s candidacy, con- 
reived in  M onterrey, t lie  most im ­
portant. grouping in  the Mexican 
bourgeoisie. Upon a rr iv in g  in

IMexico C ity  as candidate his firs t 
declaration was made in  condem­
na tion  of the class struggle, proc-

la im in g  h im se lf the candidate of 
“ o rder”  and of llio  “ in te g r ity  of 
the fa m ily .”

A lm ost a ll i f  not a ll the. petty 
bourgeoisie lined up behind A l- 
niazan im m ediate ly. Certa in back­
ward elements among the workers 
and peasants were also pushed 
towards him by the co rrup tion  of 
the trade-union leaders. In  gen­
eral three-quarters of the im por­
tance which the A lm azanist move­
ment lias acquired is due to the 
repulsion inspired in  the masses 
by the ac tiv itie s  of the CTM bu­
reaucracy, d ire c tly  lin ked  up w ith  
the Stalin ist, bureaucracy. As lias 
been proven many tim es in  E u­
rope tlie  reaction receives its  chief 
streng th  from  the re fo rm is t bu­
reaucracy.

To the destruction of the w o rk ­
ing class represented by Aimazan. 
tlie  o ffic ia l pa rty , P.R.M.. opposed 
its  own candidate, General A v ila  
Camacho.

C A M A C H O ’S PROGRAM  
DOES N O T E X IS T

A v ila  Camacho’s program ?—  
some im pudent T ro tsky ite  w ill 
ask. I t  doesn’t  exist. In  order 
to calm the most conscious w o rk ­
ers Lombardo Toledano’s bureau­
crats take pleasure in  repeating 
tha t A v ila  Camacho is going to 
continue Cardenas’s w ork.

But, regardless of w hat Lom ­
bardo Toledano’s cam arilla  says, 
the a ttitud e  A v ila  Camacho w i l l  
take towards tlie  working-class 
gains is more than suspect. In  
a speech made a t Puebla he fin ­
a lly  said tha t i t  was necessary to 
“ d irec t po litics  in to  C hris tian  
paths." In  other perora tions lie 
allowed i t  to he seen tha t his 
policies would he directed against, 
the pro le tariat, and the peasants. 
A fte r p roc la im ing  his v ic to ry  in 
the Chamber of Deputies tiie  press 
tha t once sympathized w ith  A i­
mazan is now sub m itting  itse lf to 
Camacho, induc ing  h im  to s tart 
a rad ica l change of men and meth­
ods. In  th is  way the S ta lin is ts  
and Lom bardists. by rem oving 
from  tlie  electoral campaign the 
demands of the poor classes, have 
made possible w ith  A v ila  Cama­
cho’s v ic to ry  the a n n ih ila tio n  of 
those gains already made.

A L M A Z A N  D A N G E R  
S T IL L  IM M IN E N T

B u t the danger which the trade 
union bureaucrats and the lack­

evs of Moscow have brought close 
lo us is much greater. The men­
ace o f Alm azan lias not subsided 
w ith  the proclam ation of Cama­
cho’s v ic to ry . The candidate of 
“ o rder’’ and the “ fa m ily ”  has 
made an appeal for a reactionary 
insurrection . Im m ediate ly  a fte r­
wards Calles made an appearance 
in Texas a t a secret conference 
w ith  his A lm azan ist cronies. The 
selection o f Texas is not acci­
denta l: i t  has a ll the conditions of 
favorable surroundings and finan­
cia l support which the reaction 
needs in  order t'o execute its  
plans.

Almazan has pers is tently  sought 
the support of Yankee im p e ria l­
ism. The la tte r, w h ich  docs not 
feel itse lf threatened in the s lig h t­
est b y 'A v ila  Camacho cannot bo 
inclined to provoke a c iv il w ar 
in  Mexico, p a rtic u la r ly  now, when 
the Monroe Doctrine has ju s t as 
much value as the Am erican na­
vy, according to old Theodore 
Roosevelt’s expression. B u t the 
Texas po litic ians  have a d iffe ren t 
po in t o f view  and seem disposed 
to support A lmazan to the finish, 
l ie  w i l l  receive money and war 
m ate ria l from  Texas, in  case an 
A lm azan ist up ris ing  breaks out. 
The workers’ organizations of th is  
state should begin to act against 
A lmazan and the Am erican p o li­
tic ians a id ing  h im .

We need scarcely say what the 
v ic to ry  of an A lm azanist in su r­
rection would mean fo r the w o rk ­
ing class and the peasants. There 
would be a re tu rn  of the epoch 
of mass deportations to the M aria 
islands and o f unpunished shoot­
ings: a ll democratic libe rties
would ho suppressed, the land 
would be to rn  away from  the 
peasants and wages would fa ll 
even below w hat they are already.

A ga inst th is  th rea t the liv in g  
conditions now enjoyed by w o rk ­
ers and peasants are not, how­
ever, su ffic ie n tly  a ttrac tive  to 
th row  them w ith  enthusiasm in to  
the struggle against Almazan. The 
la tte r is  liop ing tha t the im pov­
erished masses, deceived and be­
trayed by the Dom bardist bureau­
cracy. w i l l  v iew  any reactionary 
up ris ing  w ith  passiv ity.

CO RRUPT B U R E A U C R A T S  
H E L P  A L M A Z A N

The reaction always counts fo r 
its  v ic to ry  upon the dissatisfac­
tion  provoked by re fo rm is t policy,

to w h ich in  Mexico there must 
lie added an unbounded corrup­
tion . I t  counts upon the dissa­
tis fac tion  in  the bourgeoisie and 
pe tty  bourgeoisie, always a fra id  
tha t (lie masses may pass from  
reform ism  to genuine revo lu tion ­
a ry  action ; and on the dissatis­
faction in  tlie  p ro le ta ria t and 
peasantry, whose economic condi­
tion  is not. im p rov ing  noticeably 
and is in many cases ge tting  worse. 
B lam ing the corruption  of tlie  
re fo rm is t bureaucracy on the re­
vo lu tion . (lie  bourgeoisie seeks to 
neutra lize the w o rk in g  class in 
order to impose its  yoke upon it. 
A bourgeois pays a Lombardist, 
leader fo r  h im  to liqu ida te  a 
s tr ik e  o r fire  a revo lu tiona ry  
w orker, and then goes on to make 
some reflections of the “ revo lu­
tio n a ry ”  m orale of tlie  w orking- 
class leader! In  th is  way the bu­
reaucracy perform s the double 
service fo r the bourgeoisie o f free­
ing i t  of t lie  w orkers ’ revo lu tion ­
a ry  action and g iv in g  it  argu­
ments against the w orkers ’ move­
ment. T lie  success of th is  bour­
geois propaganda is most consid­
erable in  t lie  backward sections 
where the workers cannot d is tin ­
guish between the corrupt trade 
union bureaucracy and a revo lu­
tion a ry  class po licy, in  ease A i­
mazan succeeds in  m aking an in ­
surrection lie w i l l  not. fa il to en­
counter an a u x ilia ry , passive at 
least, in  the repugnance which 
tiie  ac tiv ities  of the trade union 
and Stalin ist, bureaucracy have 
provoked among the workers.

C H A TH A M , Va.. Sept. 20, 1940 
— P ro tes t te legram s po u ring  in  to 
Hie court put a ha lt today to the 
attem pt to ra ilroa d  Odell W alle r, 
young Negro sharecropper, to the 
e lectric  cha ir by rush ing  his t r ia l 
on ly  three days a fte r he was in ­
dicted.

Judge Clement of the C ircu it 
Court of P y ttsy lvan ia  County, 
V irg in ia , backed by Common­
w ealth  a tto rney W hitehead, had 
refused to continue the case or 
give the defense tim e to summon

There is on ly one way to stop 
any reactionary success, whether 
i t  comes about from  a seizure of 
the state by Almazan or a cold 
and gradual sw ing on the pa rt of 
A v ila  Camacho: <i program• 0/ 
workers’ and peasants’ demands 
capable of in teresting the masses 
and mobil iz ing them against, the 
reaction.

S ta lin is ts  and Lom bardists have 
abandoned any demand of th is  
type. They are avilacam achists 
because they hope to continue the 
enjoym ent of a ll th e ir  priv ileges 
under Camacho. They are not 
in terested in the s ligh te s t by any 
advance of the w orkers’ gains. 
In  th is  way avilacam achism  has 
provided a we ighty con tribu tion  
to the progress of almazanism. 
Only tiie  weak Mexican section 
of the IV  In te rn a tion a l proposes 
a program  of demands based on 
lie im provem ent o f the liv in g  con­

d itions of the w o rk ing  class and 
peasants. B u t the Mexican sec­
tion  of the F ou rth  In te rn a tion a l 
is today too feeble fo r its  voice 
to have as yet any im portan t re­
percussions in  the social struggle. 
T iie de te rm in ing  element in  these 
hours is the po licy o f the CTM 
bureaucracy, aided by the Rlal- 
in is ts . T h is  po licy seems to have 
been specia lly thought up to aid 
the reaction. As to whether the 
progress of the la tte r  w i l l  be pre­
sented to us in  the form  of an 
A lm azanist insurrection  or a r ig h t­
ist sw ing on the part of A v ila  
Camacho is som ething tha t can­
not. be predicted. In  any case, 
the S ta lin is ts  and Lom bardists 
have given almazanism encourage­
ment and disarmed the w o rk ing  
class by means of avilacamachism. 
They w i l l  be the ones responsible 
fo r the v ic to ry  of the reaction, 
wherever i t  m ay come from . 
Mexico D. F. September 13, 19)0

im p o rtan t witnesses. The pro test 
te legram s b rough t a sudden 
change and the judge granted a 
continuance u n t il September 26.

W alle r, 23 year-old Negro share­
cropper, is charged w ith  shooting 
to death h is w h ite  land lo rd  in  a 
dispute over the d iv is ion  of tlie  
crops. W a lle r is  m arried , has 
no ch ild ren bu t supports a w idow ­
ed m other. He has had three 
years of high school education.

On January  2, 1939, W a lle r
moved in to  t iie  land of Oskar Da­
vis, near Gretna, Va. The land 
was set out in  tobacco, corn ami 
wheat. Davis agreed to fu rn ish  
supplies and tools, w h ile  W a lle r 
was to fu rn ish  the labor and re­
ceive one-fourth o f the product.

A fte r W a lle r had worked on tlie  
tobacco crop, Davis decided to 
lake advantage o f the Federal 
Government subsidy and plow un­
der tlie  crop, in fo rm in g  W a lle r he 
would not be paid fo r h is  labor. 
Davis also owed W alle r's  mother 
fo r  fo u r  weeks m id w ife ry  and 
nu rs ing  at ?7.50 per week, hav­
ing paid her on ly $2.!>0 per week. 
A fte r some dispute, W a lle r f ina lly  
abandoned any im m ediate claim  
to money due h im  on the tobacco 
and fe rt iliz e r, and went to M ary­
land to w ork . In  his absence, his 
w ife  and m other, both o f whom 
had worked on the a fo rem ention­
ed property, were evicted by 
Davis.

When W a lle r returned from  
M aryland, he went to get tlie  
wheat wh ich had been worked on 
by h is w ife , m other and him self.

Self-Defense Invo lved
He went armed, having been 

threatened by Davis and know ing 
liis  temperament. Davis refused 
to  a llow  him  a n y th in g  a t a ll. and 
readied fo r t iie  pocket in  which 
lie usua lly  kept his pisto l. In  
fear o f his life , W a lle r shot and 
k ille d  Davis, and fled, fea ring  
mob violence. He was captured 
a few days la te r in  Columbus. 
Ohio, whence lie was extrad ited 
on August 6th to Chatham, V ir ­
ginia.

Lawyers Thomas H . Stone and 
.T. Byron Hopkins, both from  
Richm ond, V irg in ia , are eo-operat- 
ing  in  t lie  defense.

T iie  defense attorneys are figh t­
ing  to get a change of venue. 
Judge Clement showed His bias by 
h is in s u lt in g  rem arks to defense 
counsel Hopkins, a Negro. The 
local businessmen o f Gretna and 
Chatham are un ited in c ry in g  
“ th a t damn n ig g e r ough t to  he 
k ille d .”  W a lle r com m itted the 
“ unpardonable s in ” — res is ting  a 
w h ite  boss. They w ant to burn 
h im  to m a in ta in  the vic ious 
’cropper system.

The firs t sk irm ish  has been won. 
hut. v ic to ry  w i l l  demand a long 
hard fich t. The W a lle r Defense 
Com m ittee in Richmond. V irg in ia , 
calls on w orkers and friends to 
organize local W a lle r Defense 
Committees, u n it in g  Negro and 
w h ite  in a common national 
struggle on th is  ease. Labor and 
Negro organizations are urged to 
cooperate hv ho ld ing protest meet­
ings and hening to raise tlie  ne­
cessary funds to figh t the case 
through to a v ic to rv . Send m ail 
to E. Campion. W a lle r Defense 
Committee, c-o T. H. Stone. 1519 
E. M ain St., R ichm ond, V irg in ia .

Communist League of China 
Honors Memory of Trotsky

The C entra l Execu tive  Com m ittee o f the Com­
m un is t League o f China issued the fo llo w in g  
sta tem ent on the death o f Leon T ro ts k y :

“ The Com m unist League o f China, section o f 
the F ou rth  In te rn a tion a l, deeply m ourns the 
passing o f Leon T ro tsky , who m et his death a t 
the hands o f a b ru ta l assassin employed by 
S ta lin ’s in te rn a tio n a l M afia . To N a ta lia , h is de­
voted w ife  and comrade, we send a ll our sym ­
pa thy in  th is  irreparab le  loss which we so sadly 
share.

“ A f te r  several unsuccessful a ttem pts, the B o r­
g ia  o f the K re m lin  has f in a lly  succeeded in  s t i l l ­
ing  the  voice o f the g reatest leader o f the re ­
vo lu tio n a ry  socia lis t movement. T ro ts k y  was 
m urdered because, as the le g itim a te  bearer o f 
the tra d itio n s  o f the October Revolution in  Rus­
sia and the pre-em inent leader o f the w orld -w ide 
m ovem ent o f the re vo lu tio n a ry  p ro le ta r ia t and 
the oppressed masses, he represented the g re a t­
est menace to the to ta lita r ia n  bureaucracy which, 
w ith  S ta lin  a t its  head, dom inates the Soviet 
Un ion and crushes the masses under the w e igh t 
o f its  lu c ra tive  p riv ileges and the v io len t ru le  by 
which i t  m a in ta ins  them.

“ The m urder o f T ro ts k y  was also an act o f 
personal vengeance by S ta lin , the fou l crow ning 
deed in a series o f m urders w h ich  has claimed 
the lives o f T ro ts k y ’s tw o  sons and tw o  daughters 
and thousands o f his devoted fo llow e rs  in Russia.

“ B y  the death o f Leon T ro tsky , the w orkers 
and oppressed peoples o f a ll the w o rld , inc lud ing  
China, have lost th e ir  m ost g ifte d  and arden t 
champion. T ire less ly  and se lfless ly  and w ith o u t 
th o u g h t fo r  his personal w e lfa re  or safe ty, he 
battled fo r  more than  fo r ty  years in the cause 
o f the downtrodden and oppressed. To th is  g rea t 
lib e ra tin g  s trugg le  he b rough t a d iv e rs ity  o f 
ta len ts  ra re ly  given to  a sing le  man. Toge ther 
w ith  Len in  he led the Russian R evolution to  v ic ­
to ry  and created the Red A rm y  w h ich  fo u g h t 
o f f  its  enemies. Despite the la te r degeneration 
o f the Soviet state, he continued its  m ost able 
revo lu tiona ry  defender and labored in d e fa tiga b ly  
fo r  its  re v iva l by p rom oting  the cause o f the in ­
te rna tion a l socia lis t revo lu tion . He kep t unde- 
v ia tin g ly  to  th is  course in  the face o f stream s o f 
slander, m onstrous fram e-ups and con tinual 
th rea ts  aga inst his li fe  by the K re m lin  clique 
and th e ir  h ired agents.

“ The hand o f S ta lin , gu id ing  the hand o f the 
assassin who encompassed h is  death, has b rough t 
the career o f the g re a t re vo lu tio n is t to  a p re ­
m ature  end. In  his w r it in g s  and labors, as w e ll 
as by his exem pla ry  l i fe  as a man and a revo­
lu tio n is t, Leon T ro ts k y  has bequeathed a r ich  
he ritage  to  the in te rna tiona l p ro le ta r ia t and a ll 
the oppressed. U nder the banner w h ich  he un ­

fu rle d  and so b rave ly upheld u n t i l  h is la s t breath 
— the banner o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l— his 
g re a t w o rk  w i l l  reach fru it io n . T h is  w i l l  be an 
im perishab le monum ent to  Leon T ro tsky , who 
lived and died fo r  the em ancipation o f m ank ind.”  

C E N T R A L  E X E C U T IV E  C O M M IT T E E  
C O M M U N IS T  L E A G U E  OF C H IN A  

Shanghai, A ug us t 23, 1940

The fo llo w in g  le tte r  was sent to  Comrade 
N a ta lia  T ro tsky  by the E xecutive Com m ittee o f 
the Communist League o f China on A ug. 23:

The Chinese comrades send you these few  
words in  the hope o f com fo rtin g  you in  the dark 
days o f sorrow  w h ich  you are now passing 
th rough  because o f the loss o f our beloved Com­
rade T ro tsky . We wanted to  send you a cable or 
rad iogram , bu t circum stances here are such th a t 
we m ust w r ite  instead.

W e had always hoped th a t you and we would 
be spared the g r ie f  w h ich  has now fa llen  upon 
us. bu t i t  was not to  be. Despite a ll the precau­
tions w h ich  were taken, an assassin employed by 
S ta lin  succeeded in  c a rry in g  ou t his v ile  task.

W e had hoped th a t Comrade T ro ts k y  would 
live  m any m ore years to continue h is g re a t w ork 
in  the cause o f the socia lis t revo lu tion . Now we 
can on ly  take com fo rt— and we ask you to  take 
com fo rt— in the tho ugh t th a t before he died 
Comrade T ro ts k y  had a lready perform ed enor­
mous labo r fo r  our cause. T h is  w o rk  m ust now 
he carried  to com pletion by others, less fitte d  fo r 
the task, but insp ired by h is selfless and g ifte d  
devotion to the cause o f the downtrodden and 
the oppressed.

We reca ll w ith  especial g ra titu d e  the g rea t 
con tribu tions which Comrade T ro ts k y  has made 
to  the revo lu tiona ry  movem ent in  China. H is 
labors have arm ed us w ith  a p rogram  which in 
the end w ill tr iu m p h . W hen the masses o f China 
m arch ing under the banner o f the F o u rth  In te r ­
na tional, th ro w  o f f  the chains o f im peria lism  and 
step fo rw a rd  on the road to  socialism , they w il l  
learn o f the g re a t p a r t  th a t Comrade T ro tsky  
played in assuring th e ir  trum ph , and they w i l l  ap­
p ro p ria te ly  honor his m em ory.

Dear Comrade N a ta lia : we grieve w ith  you 
in  th is  te rr ib le  bereavement and we honor you 
as the beloved w ife  and comrade o f our departed 
leader. Please accept ou r f ra te rn a l love and sym ­
pathy. We sha ll continue to  uphold the banner o f 
in te rn a tio n a l socialism , the banner o f the F ourth  
In te rn a tio n a l under which Comrade T ro ts k y  lived 
and died.

Executive Com m ittee, Com m unist League of 
China (Section o f the IV  In te rn a tio n a l)

L I  F U -J E N

Has Mike Gold 
Made His Last 
Blunder?

Since M ike Gold lives in  the U n ited States 
and, to give the devil h is due, isn ’t fool enough 
to accept one of those cord ia l in v ita tio n s  from  
the K re m lin  to please come over and pa rtic ipa te  
in  the November 7 celebrations, the GPU cannot 
arrange to have h im  liqu ida ted in  the usual o ffi­
c ia l manner.

Nevertheless the GPU m ust p u t an end to 
M ike Gold’s o ffic ia l status as co lum n is t of t lie  
D a ily  Worker. Many a tim e in  the past Gold 
lias b lurted  out t ilin g s  w h ich no discreet GPU 
agent o r S ta lin is t functiona ry  should have w h is­
pered, le t alone pu t in to  cold p r in t. The other 
tim es M ike ate lots of crow  and was perm itted  
to go on. B u t no t th is  tim e.

F o r th is  tim e  M ike Gold lias ta lked out of 
tu rn  about t lie  one crim e w h ich, above a ll, tlie  
GPU is desperately determ ined to cover up its  
connection w ith — the assassination o f Leon 
T ro tsky.

A few facts are f irs t  necessary in  order to 
understand the en o rm ity  o f M ike  Gold’s blunder.

Bosom Friend of Mike Gold
David A lfa ro  Siqueiros made a get-away ju s t 

as he was about to be arrested by the Mexican 
police fo r having led tlie  May 21 machine-gun 
assault on T ro tsky ’s house. About a dozen of li is  
accomplices, however, were caught and arrested. 
Most of them realized the j ig  was up and signed 
depositions confessing t l ie ir  pa rtic ip a tion  in  the 
assault.

F rom  these depositions and o ther evidence gath­
ered by the police i t  was established conclusively 
tha t Siqueiros, dressed in  the un ifo rm  of a high 
o ffic ia l o f the police, had led the machine-gun 
hand, s im ila r ly  disguised in  police un iform s. Lu is  
Mateos M artinez, a Communist P a rty  member, 
one of those arrested, confessed tha t lie had been 
commissioned to buy those un ifo rm s by David 
Serrano, a member of t lie  P o litica l Bureau of the 
Central Com m ittee o f the Com m unist Party. Ser­
rano's fo rm er w ife , Ju lia , confessed th a t she and 
another woman had been commissioned by S i­
queiros to occupy a house near T ro ts k y ’s, to se­
duce the sm all police guard stationed outside thé 
T ro tsky  house. She had reported the resu lts of 
her spying on tlie  T ro tsky  household over a period 
of months to Siqueiros.

S iqueiros’ f l ig h t  from  the police was its e lf  a 
confession o f g u ilt. In  add ition , however, when 
those arrested gave the show away, the GPU de­
cided i t  was unwise to a ttem pt to m a in ta in  th a t 
Siqueiros was innocent. Instead i t  was decided 
to develop the line  th a t S iqueiros was indeed 
g u ilty , bu t th a t he was in  no way connected w ith  
the Com m unist P arty . In  accordance w ith  th is  
line  Siqueiros (o r the GPU in  h is name) sent 
fo u r le tte rs  to the police and the press, adm it­
tin g  li is  g u ilt  and defending his crim e as a “ po­
li t ic a l act” : w h ile  the Com m unist P a rty  of Mexico 
denounced Siqueiros as an “ irresponsib le”  who 
had been expelled from  the Com m unist P a rty  fo r 
some tim e. The next step was to label S iqueiros 
as a reactionary and a T ro tsky is t! To th is  end, 
David Serrano b land ly declared before the in ­
vestiga ting  judge th a t T ro tsky  and Diego R ivera 
had given Siqueiros funds fo r  a publication.

T h is s to ry  was fan tastic  enough, as every in ­
te llig e n t person in  Mexico knew. For’ there liad 
never been a word of c r it ic is m  o f Siqueiros in  
the S ta lin is t press; on the con tra ry  one could 
c ite  numerous tim es when he was praised in  t lie  
fr ie n d lie s t term s. S iqueiros, moreover, liad  served 
as a "co lonel”  in  a S ta lin is t-con tro lled  reg im ent 
in  Lo ya lis t Spain and was, a t the tim e he fled, 
President of the Association of Ex-Combatants in  
Spain, the Mexican equivalent, of the Abraham  
L inco ln  Brigade here. However, the S ta lin is ts  
attem pted to brazen i t  out, s tick in g  to th e ir  s to ry  
tha t S iqueiros was not a S ta lin is t hu t an agent 
of da rk  and s in is te r forces— u n t il M ike  Gold 
spilled the beans.

Couldn't Have Read Report
A pparen tly  M ike had been in ru s tic  re trea t and 

hadn’t  seen the GPU bu lle tins . A t  any rate we 
rubbed our eyes when we saw his column in  the 
August 31 D a ily  Worker.  We quote some of. i t :

“ I t  is as preposterous to  believe th a t Siqueiros 
would become the leader o f an assassination p lo t 
as to  believe i t  o f G ary Cooper. And why? Be­
cause the face, the ha ir, the  m anner o f speech, 
the whole pe rsona lity  o f S iqueiros is  a lm ost as 
w e ll known in M exico as the pe rsona lity  o f Gary 
Cooper in  th is  country.

“ Communists do n o t believe in  assassination, 
because w ith  D is rae li they believe th a t no as­
sassination ever changed the h is to ry  of. a 
country . . .

“ S iqueiros, I  understand, was no t a member 
o f the Com m unist P a rty  o f M exico. B U T  H E  
A C C E P TE D  ITS  L E A D E R S H IP ; the ou tstand­
in g  M exican in te lle c tua l who did so, and fo r  th is  
renegades lik e  R ivera have hated him  w ith  a 
peculiar venom. N ow  R ivera and the  fasc is t- 
A lm azan gang to  whom he now gives his adher­
ence, are using th e ir  chance to  destroy Siqueiros. 
They would t r y  to  weave the same p lo t around a 
G ary Cooper o r a C harlie  Chap lin  in  Am erica, 
i f  they could, and i t  would be as m urderously 
grotesque as a H it le r  inven tion .

Gold is, of course, ready to w r ite  th a t w hat 
was "m urderous ly  grotesque”  yesterday was in  
re a lity  a fact, and tha t S iqueiros was never w ith in  
twelve thousand m iles of the Com m unist Party . 
But the damage is done. No recantation by Gold 
can undo it .  Gold must therefore be liqu idated.

The GPU is now decid ing ju s t w ha t is to he 
done w ith  him .

*  *  *

A  Columbus, Ohio, woman is shot th rough  her 
hands w h ile  they were elevated in  prayer. I t ’s 
an odd k ind  o f God th a t can’t  p ro tec t his people 
even when the y ’re in  h is presence.

By A L B E R T  P A R K E R

Negro Sharecropper F a c in g  
T r ia l F o r M u rd e r o f Boss
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The Crisis In Soviet 
Agriculture

Reveal Once More Character of Regime 
Stalin's Latest Decrees Agains Peasants

Fight with the Socialist Workers 
Party for:

1. A  JO B A N D  A  D E C E N T  L IV IN G  F O R  E V E R T  
W O R K E R .

2. O P E N  T H E  ID L E  F A C T O R IE S  —  O P E R A T E  
T H E M  U N D E R  W O R K E R S ’ CO NTRO L.

3. A  T W E N T Y  - B IL L IO N  D O L L A R  F E D E R A L  
P U B L IC  W O R K S  A N D  H O U S IN G  PRO G RAM .

4. T H IR T Y  - T H IR T Y — $30 - W E E K L Y  M IN IM U M  
W A G E — 30-HO UR W E E K L Y  M A X IM U M  FO R  
A L L  W O R K E R S  O N  A L L  JOBS.

6. $30 W E E K L Y  O L D -A G E  A N D  D IS A B IL IT Y
P E N S IO N .

6. E X P R O P R IA T E  T H E  S IX T Y  F A M IL IE S .
7. A L L  W A R  F U N D S  TO T H E  U N E M P LO Y E D .
8. A  P E O P L E ’S R E F E R E N D U M  O N A N Y  A N D  

A L L  W A R S .
0. NO  SE C R E T D IP L O M A C Y .

10. A N  IN D E P E N D E N T  L A B O R  P A R T Y .
11. W O R K E R S ’ D E F E N S E  G U A R D S  A G A IN S T  

V IG IL A N T E  A N D  F A S C IS T  A T T A C K S .
12. F U L L  S O C IA L, P O L IT IC A L  A N D  EC O N O M IC  

E Q U A L IT Y  FO R  T H E  NEG RO  P E O P LE .

The Workers W ill Not 
Tolerate a C IO  Split

The split in the New York state convention of 
the CIO, which took place last weekend at Roches­
ter, N. Y., is an alarm-signal to the rank and file 
of the CIO workers everywhere. What happened 
in Rochester is a deadly threat to the unity of the 
CIO as a whole; and the criminally irresponsible 
behavior of the contending factions make it clear 
that both the Hillman faction and the Lewis- 
Stalinist faction must be called to order by the 
CIO membership.

First of all, we can dismiss with contempt the 
various pretexts offered by both factions to justify 
the state convention split. Both groups attempted 
to pack the convention and both were prepared in 
advance to split unless they controlled the conven­
tion. Nothing would be illuminated by an examina­
tion of the legalistic arguments offered by either 
faction to explain its shameful behavior.

Let us get down to fundamentals on the situa­
tion in the CIO. Is there any justification whatever 
for a split in the CIO? For that is what is involved, 
a national split. For if  this clash of cliques goes 
on, it w ill lead to a split throughout the CIO. Is 
there any justification for it?

We are not mealy-mouthed preachers of unity 
ttjth e  labor movement at all times and under all 
conditions. On the contrary,.we supported the CIO 
—then a committee within the AFL—in its struggle 
against the AFL top bureaucrats; we supported 
the CIO all the way to the formation of an inde­
pendent organization outside the AFL. Because the 
issue at stake made irrelevant all questions about 
who was to blame for this or that move. The issue 
involved was whether or not the basic industries, 
the mass production industries which could not be 
organized under the AFL craft union forms, were 
to be organized.

Whenever such a fundamental issue shall be 
involved in a conflict within the trade unions, we 
are prepared to support the progressive wing in 
whatever steps are necessary to succeed. It is, as a 
matter of fact, seldom that such a conflict requires 
an organizational split in the trade union move­
ment.

The conflict within the CIO today, however, 
is in no way analogous with the conflict within the 
AFL out of which the CIO arose. There is nothing 
fundamental in the conflict between Hillman on 
the one side and John L. Lewis and the Stalinists 
on the other.

That was demonstrated by the Rochester scan­
dal last week. Neither side issued a clear-cut state­
ment of principle issues at stake. All statements 
were down on the low level of blaming each other 
for trying to pack the convention, and those state­
ments did not include a single statement about any 
other principle except the “ principle” of who was 
to control the convention. Had either side held a 
well-clarified principled position in opposition to 
the other, we can be sure that its statements would 
have centered around that principled position and 
not around the secondary details of convention 
rules and procedure.

Just remember how effectively John L. Lewis 
enunciated the principled position of the CIO 
forces in 1936 and 1937 against the AFL bureau­
crats. But today he cannot distinguish himself 
from Hillman, nor can the Stalinists do that for 
him, despite their unquestioned ability to cut any­
thing they want out of whole cloth.

For—to get down to cases—the fight between 
Hillman and Lewis is nothing but a clique fight. 
Hillman is undoubtedly trying to push Lewis out 
of the leadership of the CIO; Lewis is retaliating in 
kind. But principled issues? Where are they? The 
Stalinists try to invent some. They picture Hillman 
as a sell-out artist who at Roosevelt’s bidding

forces an end to strikes or prevents the strikes from 
taking place, and shoves rotten settlements down 
the throats of unwilling workers. The Stalinists 
then go on to draw a contrast between Hillman’s 
behavior and Lewis’. The most cursory examina­
tion of the picture of Lewis concocted by the Stal­
inists demonstrates, however, that it is a sheer 
fraud.

Hillman drove the aluminum workers into a 
rotten settlement? True. But Lewis was in on it. 
Hillman is trying to throttle the militancy of the 
auto workers? True. But Lewis has at least as 
much, and in fact more to say, in the Auto Work­
ers Union, than Hillman; and Lewis is telling the 
auto workers exactly the same thing that Hillman 
is telling them. That is precisely why the Stalinist 
Daily Worker (and of course the Stalinists in the 
locals involved) has been quiet as a mouse while 
the Auto Union leadership (a combination of H ill­
man and Lewis forces) has been crushing the m ili­
tancy of the Detroit and Flint auto workers.

In a word; show us one union situation in which 
Lewis has been advocating a class-struggle pro­
gram as against the class-collaboration program 
of Hillman. You can’t show it because it doesn’t 
exist.

A militant wing in the CIO today would be 
conducting an irreconcilable struggle against the 
Roosevelt administration’s throttling of the unions. 
And this struggle would naturally be directed 
against Roosevelt’s agents, such as Hillman. Such 
a struggle would, however, not necessitate any split 
in the CIO.

But Lewis is not conducting such a struggle. On 
the contrary, the difference between his policy and 
that of Hillman is not discernible to the naked eye. 
At most, it could be said that the Lewis faction 
thinks Hillman is selling ten cents too cheaply. 
Under these conditions, therefore, it is a crime 
against the labor movement for these two unprin­
cipled factions to be driving toward a split of 
the CIO.

The Stalinists have, of course, very special 
reasons for pushing Lewis toward split. They have 
no intention of letting go of the protective cover­
ing offered them by Lewis; no matter how iden­
tical is the policy of Lewis with that of Hillman, 
they will continue to praise and fawn upon Lewis. 
For they know that without his protection they 
would be cut to pieces in the unions. At the same 
time, however, in order to keep their following, the 
Stalinists require the fiction that Lewis is more 
progressive than what Hillman represents. Since 
that fiction cannot be bolstered by evidence of a 
progressive policy actually practiced by Lewis, the 
Stalinists are trying to clothe that fiction by the 
evidence of an organizational split between H ill­
man and Lewis.

In this criminal venture they are immeasurably 
aided by the presence in Lewis’ inner circle of 
Stalinists like Lee Pressman and Len de Caux, who 
have made a fine art of flattering Lewis and giving 
him to understand that he is the Messiah of Ame­
rican Labor.

This is the ugly situation in the CIO today. 
Every CIO militant must understand it. Then he 
must fight it. The CIO membership must tell H ill­
man and Lewis; We will not tolerate a split in the 
CIO!

The fundamental cure must go further. Every 
militant must fight for a militant program of de­
fense of the workers’ interests against the bosses 
and against the government’s strangling Of m ili­
tancy. Once the unions go into action on behalf 
of the workers, neither Hillman nor I ewis nor the 
Stalinists will have the power to split the workers’ 
ranks.

Equality In Wartime?
A group of men and women recently entered 

the swank Hotel Savoy in London, went down into 
the hotel's swank subterranean restaurant and air 
raid shelter and demanded they be allowed to re­
main during an alarm.

Nor is this all. It now comes out that the poor 
of London w'ere even being kept out of the deep 
subway stations and with many of them unable to 
find room in the public shelters, while nobby 
hotels and night clubs were offering (those who 
could pay) a snappy combination of drinks and 
food, entertainment, comfortable beds and what­
not in bombproof shelters from which, of course, 
the poor were excluded.

Protesting delegations have secured from the 
British government a promise that shelters, whether 
publicly or privately owned, w ill henceforth be 
available to all, rich and poor alike. The govern­
ment could scarcely avoid making this promise. 
However, we are ready to predict that the promise 
will not be carried out. A capitalist government 
cannot possibly create equality between rich and 
poor in any sphere.

It appears that the Communist Party of Britain 
played a role in raising this demand for equality 
in the shelters. The British Labor Party leaders 
denounce the Stalinists for making political capital 
out of the misery of the people. We are quite ready 
to agree that the Stalinists are utilizing this as a 
means to get out from under the universal hatred 
which the British masses feel against these puppets 
of Stalin.

But why did not the British Labor Party lead­
ers take the lead in defending the interests of the 
people? For a very simple reason. They are in the 
government; they therefore will do nothing to em­
barrass their capitalist partners in the government. 
And their capitalist partners did not want to deal 
with this problem.

The important point to keep in mind is this: 
far from defending the workers’ interests by par­
ticipating in a capitalist government, the labor 
lackeys of capitalist governments serve to thwart 
the will of the workers. Britain is not an isolated 
example of this. Just look at the role which Sidney 
Hillman, Dan Tracy, Dan Tobin and their kind 
are playing in the Roosevelt administration.

Number to Be Purged 
Is Raised by "Izvestia"

In his report to the Tenth Plenum o f tho 
C entra l Com m ittee o f the Trade Unions as 
reported by P R A V D A , S hvern ik  had an­
nounced th a t 108,000 paid functiona ries  
would be dropped from  the ro lls . As we ex­
plained in las t week’s A P P E A L , th is  means 
ousting  a m a jo rity  o f the union fu n c tio n ­
aries. T h is  figu re  i t  now tu rns  out is a 
typograph ica l e rro r, the actual num ber in ­
volved is 128.000. ‘‘The Commission o f the 
CCTU which is in ves tig a ting  the personnel 
o f the trade unions has found i t  necessary 
to cu t the apparatus by d ropp ing 128,000 
people.”  ( IZ V E S T IA , Ju ly  30)

In the same issue IZ V E S T IA  declares: 
“ I t  should be pointed ou t th a t the reduc­
tion  o f the paid workers in  the trade  union 
organ izations is not ta k in g  place w ithou t 
resistance.”  Could th is  perhaps be a subtle 
h in t to  Comrade S hvern ik  and h is  con­
freres?

By JO HN G. W R IG H T
(T h is  is the th ird  in a series o f a rtic les  on the 

present cris is in  the Soviet U n ion).
The collapse o£ the T h ird  F ive  Year Plan in  

in du s try  is accompanied by equally grave develop­
ments on the ag ricu ltu ra l fron t.

In June, .1931, Comrade T ro tsky  predicted tha t 
war-tim e conditions in the Soviet Union under 
S ta lin  would lead to the fo llow ing  consequences 
in a g ricu ltu re :

“ Under the in fluence o f the c r it ic a l need 
o f the state fo r  a rtic les  o f prim e necessity, the 
in d iv id u a lis tic  tendencies o f the peasant econ­
omy w ill receive a considerable re in fo rce ­
ment. and the cen trifu g a l forces w ith in  the 
K O LK H O Z E S  (the co llective fa rm s) w ill in ­
crease w ith  every month o f w ar.”  ( “ W ar and 
the F ou rth  In te rn a tio n a l.” )
R ea lity  has verified th is  pred iction. Under 

war-tim e conditions tha t have existed in  the USSR 
since the sign ing of the S ta lin -H itle r pact the 
in d iv id u a lis tic  tendencies have been g row ing  by 
leaps and bounds.

There was a forced grow th of these tendencies 
even p r io r  to the outbreak o f war. The te x t of 
the new income laws issued on A p r i l 9, 1940 con­
tains the fo llow ing  declaration: “ The fiscal in ­
come o f ha nd ic ra ft w orkers . . .  has increased 
from  2.557-b:llion roubles to 5.133-billlon roubles 
in  1938, tha t is, i t  doubled in fou r years.”  “ H and i­
cra ft w o rk ”  is of course outside the collectives. 
B u t the fun c tion ing  o f the collectives was not 
seriously im paired d u rin g  th is  period.

The very firs t year of w ar-tim e conditions, 
however, found the peasants reducing the S pring  
sowing, de laying deliveries to the state, concen­
tra t in g  m ore and more on the c u ltiva tio n  o f th e ir  
own land s trips , engaging more extensive ly in  
se lling in  the open m arket.

And now in 1940, despite the most r ig id  cen­
sorship, i t  is apparent tha t the in d iv id u a lis tic  ten­
dencies w ith in  the collectives have grown to the 
po in t of endangering the very existence of the 
collectives.

T h is year’s S pring sow ing has been the w orst 
on record since I he te rrib le  period o f forced 
co llectiv ization. Ttie collective farm ers are refus­
ing to fu lf i l l  plan-quotas.

M r. Gedye, tho Moscow correspondent of tho 
N. Y. Times, enumerates from  B ulga ria  the fo l­
low ing items, w h ich  he had gathered from  the 
o ffic ia l S ta lin is t press, and w h ich  the Moscow 
censors refused to  pass:

“ IZ V E S T IA ’S e d ito r ia l on bad state o f 
S pring  sow ing . . ,  Reference to  IZ V E S T IA 'S  
ed ito ria l saying ‘ IZ V E S T IA  once again calls 
a tten tion  to bad S pring  sow ing’ . . .  Soviet 
press statem ent, ‘No sing le  repub lic fu lf ille d  
the potato plan las t year’ . . .  O ffic ia l rep o rt 
show ing cotton sow ing decreased by nearly  
30 per cent since las t y e a r . . .  F igu res fo r  
price increases o f necessities, va ry in g  from  
25 to  150 per cent.”  (N . Y . Times, Sept. 14). 
Revealing as these newspaper ed ito ria ls , com­

ments, figures, etc. are, the ad m in is tra tive  and re ­
pressive measures adopted to cope w ith  the s itua ­
tion serve to disclose even more graph ica lly  the 
c r it ic a l cond ition  of ag ricu ltu re .

Applying the Lash 
to the Peasants

New laws are now in  effect govern ing de liv ­
eries of staple crops to the state. H ith e rto  these 
deliveries were based on a fixed proportion  of the 
acreage sown and harvested.

On A p r i l 1, a ukase was issued fix in g  a new 
standard, independent of the actual crop hut based 
on the to ta l num ber of acres at the disposal o1 
the collective farms.

The purpose of th is  emergency decree is tw o­
fold. S ta lin  hopes thereby to compel the collec­
tives to  c a rry  out the sow ing plans. B u t a more 
im m ediate goal is pursued. Through th is  adm in­
is tra tive  measure, the regime seeks to obtain from  
the kolkhozes a greater share of the sharp ly 
reduced 1940 crop, which has fa llen so fa r below 
the plan tha t state-deliveries on the old basis 
would he catastroph ica lly  short of the needs of 
the c ities fo r the coming w in te r, and would mean 
the depletion o f accum ulated reserve stocks. 
Here, then, we have the f irs t stage o f a th in ly  
disguised re tu rn  to forced collections.

Several other decrees followed. On A p r i l 11, 
a ukase ordered "ob liga to ry  deliveries of gra in  
and rice” ; on A p r il l f i  came another ordering 
"ob liga to ry  deliveries of potatoes.”

In  the text of the A p r il 6th ukase i t  is sud­
denly proclaimed tha t the old po licy o f the re ­
gime fostered “ an urge on the p a rt of the ko lk ­

hozes to reduce the plans fo r sow ing gra in , o il 
seed, potatoes, resu lting  in a reduction of areas 
sown fo r  these crops.”

Prefer Working for Themselves
Translated in to  human language th is  bureau­

cratie  fo rm u la  means that, peasants find i t  fa r 
more profitable to tend th e ir  own land strips, and 
that, they pre fe r to sow and harvest those crops 
w h ich  b ring  highest prices in  the m arket.

Pravda  devotes its  en tire  ed ito ria l on June 16 
to “ stressing”  the need of r ig id  d iscip line in  the 
collective fa rm s. The kolkhoz members, adm its 
Pravda, are spending on ly the hare m in im um  on 
w ork  in  the collectives w h ile  devoting th e ir main 
energies to th e ir  own enterprises.

Leading pa rty  members in  Orel are singled 
out fo r attack. W hile  themselves members of 
the kolkhoz, these pa rty  members are spending 
a ll t l ie ir  tim e on th e ir  own land strips. ( P ravda , 
June 17).

The Peasants Are Resisting
The peasants are res is ting  by e ither delaying 

state-deliveries or re fus ing to make them a lto ­
gether. The fa v o rite  p re te x t is lack o f transport. 
W h ile  aw a itin g  the trucks  to come and gather 
the g ra in  due to the state, the peasants are using 
th e ir  horse and ox-drawn vehicles to ca rry  th e ir  
own produce to the open m arket.

The columns of the o ffic ia l press are filled 
w ith  “ a larm  signals”  w h ich are s tr ik in g ly  rem in ­
iscent o f the “ ku lak  g ra in  s tr ik e ”  o f 1928-1929.

In  the Kuubishev d is tr ic t  no deliveries were 
made in  Ju ly  (Pravda, August 2). Report from  
Voronezh: Delay in  harvesting  crops causing 
enormous losses. “ M any kolkhozniks system atica l­
ly  re fra in  fro m  com ing to w ork, they p re fe r to 
take tr ip s  to the m arke t”  ( Pravda , August 3). 
Report from  the S tarom insk d is tr ic t:  G rain is 
ro tt in g  in  the fields (Pravda. August. 5). L i te r ­
a lly  by the hundred the reports  are com ing in, 
monotonously the same: no deliveries . . . arrears 
in  de liveries . . . crops ro tt in g  in  the field . . . 
co llective fa rm ers  busy w ith  th e ir  own a ffa irs .. . .

Stalin's Latest Decree
On August 7, J’ravda p r in ts  a special reso lu tion 

on state-deliveries, signed by S ta lin , in  the name 
of the Central Committee o f the P arty , and by 
Molotov, in  the name of the Council of People's 
Commissars.

The decree begins w ith  the w a rn ing  th a t i t  is 
"im perm iss ib le  fo r  the P arty , the Soviet and the 
A g r ic u ltu ra l organs to repeat last year's m istakes 
when the harvest was excessively delayed which 
led to large losses in  crops in  a number o f Re­
publics, Regions and Provinces ow ing to the neg­
lig e n t a ttitu d e  o f the leaders o f the to ta l o rgan­
izations. The beginning of the grain harvest 
shows tha t these m istakes are again being re­
peated in  a whole series o f reg ions." (O ur em­
phasis) .

T h is  preamble is followed by the statement 
that state deliveries are lagg ing behind or are not 
heing made at a ll. Especia lly singled out are 
the Provinces o f Omsk, Chelyabinsk and K u u b i­
shev, the D is tr ic t of K rasnoyarsk and the A u to ­
nomous Republic o f B ashkira  “ where m any lead­
ing  pa rty  and Soviet workers proved to be cap­
tives of the anti-state tendencies o f isolated k o lk ­
hozes and ko lkhozn ik i, and as a consequence of 
th is , the plan of g ra in  deliveries was not fu lfilled  
and serious arrears have accumulated in  the 
ob liga to ry  de liveries of g ra in .”

In  the “ H is to ry  o f the Communist P a rty  of 
the Soviet U n ion”  accredited to none other than 
S ta lin  him self, i t  is stated: “ The collective farm  
peasantry, as the S ixteenth P arty  Congress stated 
in  one of its  resolutions, had become ‘a real and 
firm  m ainstay of the Soviet Power’ ” , (p. 312). 
Expressed here is S ta lin 's  most cherished hope 
tha t his regime could he stabilized by the "p ros­
perous collectives.”  Now another o f S ta lin ’s 
world-publicized boasts has been exploded.

We have not long to w a it before news comes 
of purges of the "p a rty , Soviet and A dm in is tra tive  
organs”  in  the ru ra l areas, together w ith  another 
drive  against the “ anti-sta te elements”  in  the 
collectives. Pravda fo r August already carries ac­
counts of the firs t tr ia ls  of the adm in is tra tive  
personnel of the kolkhozes.

The rum b lings of the “ ku lak  danger”  are about 
to break in to  a storm  th a t m ust exceed in  its  
fu ry  the ravages of the previous strugg le against 
the peasantry.

Soviet Workers Resisting 
Stalin's Anti-Labor Laws

T h a t Soviet workers are s tr ik in g  and in 
o ther ways res is ting  S ta lin ’s an ti-labo r 
leg is la tion  was revealed o ffic ia lly  by P R A V ­
D A  its e lf  in  a leading e d ito r ia l which 
s ta te d :

“ C E R T A IN  F LO A T E R S  A N D  D A W D L ­
ERS A R E  IN V E N T IN G  A L L  SORTS OF 
LO O PH O LES W H E R E B Y  TO E V A D E  
T H E  L A W . SOME A R E  C U N N IN G L Y  
P R O V I D I N G  T H E M S E LV E S  W IT H  
S W IN D LE -N O T E S  FROM  T H E  P O L Y ­
C L IN IC S , O TH ERS A R E  L O A F IN G  A N D  
ID L IN G  A W A Y  T H E IR  T IM E  D U R IN G  
W ORK HO URS.”  (P R A V D A , A ugust 5).

Never before has S ta lin ’s o ffic ia l press 
allowed its e lf  any reference, no m a tte r how 
veiled, to  s tr ikes  on the job  or o ther fo rm s 
o f mass resistance on the p a rt o f the w o rk ­
ers. I f  i t  does so now in so th in ly  disguised 
fo rm , then i t  m ust mean th a t a mass-scale 
resistance is involved, and th a t the appara­
tus of repression m ust be lashed in to  action 
to  overcome it .

Japanese Move 
To Checkmate 
Anglo-US Deal

I t  was revealed in W ashington la s t week th a t t r i -  
cornered parleys were underway among B r ita in , A us ­
tra lia ,  and the U n ited States; concerning th e ir  “ com­
m on”  in te rests in  the Pacific. A t  the same tim e  i t  
was announced th a t the U. S. c ru ise r A ugusta, f la g ­
ship o f the U . S. A s ia tic  flee t, would pu t in a t S inga­
pore fo r  repa irs  instead o f us ing the nearer-by fa c il i­
ties in the Philipp ines.

I t  d idn ’t  take the Japanese ve ry  long to pu t th is  
tw o and tw o together. The U . S. and B r ita in  were 
ev idently  w o rk in g  together a t a much fa s te r pace 
than the Japanese had antic ipa ted . The b r ie f pause 
in Japan’s squeeze on Indochina came a b ru p tly  to  an 
end. Tokyo decided to move in before A ng lo -A m erican  
cooperation could become e ffec tive  in F a r  Eastern 
w aters. E a rly  on Sept. 23 Japanese troops moved in to  
Indochina to c a rry  ou t the agreem ent w h ich  had been 
“ accepted”  the previous day by the French.

The exact term s o f the agreem ent have no t ye t 
been made public. Accord ing to the French govern­
m ent a t V ichy the Japanese were given the r ig h t  to  
use three Indochina a ir  bases and to move in  6,000 
soldiers to police them. A c tu a lly  the term s are mean­
ingless. W h a t is happening in  e ffec t is th a t the 
Japanese are m oving in on Indochina, ta k in g  over the 
F a r Eastern ho ld ings o f the punctured French em pire. 
The “ sta tus quo”  in  tho Pacific wh ich the U. S. and 
Japan agreed to “ respect”  la s t S p ring  is aga in  being 
jogged ou t o f shape.

To the Japanese Indochina constitutes a base fo r  
operations aga inst southwest China. I t  places the 
B urm a Road w ith in  re la tiv e ly  easy reach o f Japanese 
bombers. B u t m ore than th is , i t  b rings the o u t­
stretched hand o f Japanese im peria lism  a thousand 
m iles closer to Ind ia  and the Dutch E ast Indies and 
provides a th ird  side to the Japanese encirc lem ent o f 
the P h ilipp ines.

BATTLE OF BRITAIN WILL DECIDE
In  W ash ing ton Secretary o f State H u ll “ repeated 

fo r  the record its  ‘d isapprova l’ o f the upse tting  o f the 
sta tus quo,”  as the New Y o rk  T im es reported on 
Sept. 24. The State D epartm ent also w en t ou t o f its  
w ay  to  deny the a llegation  in V ichy th a t the French 
had appealed to the U.S. and had been to ld  th a t con­
cessions would have to  be made to  tho Japanese in  
the g iven circumstances.

W ha t H u ll had appa ren tly  to ld  the French am ­
bassador was th a t the U.S. could not move to check­
mate Japan a t the present tim e. T h is  is s t i l l  la rg e ly  
the case, except th a t the em bargo on w a r m ate ria ls  
to  Japan is lik e ly  to  be s tiffe ne d  and pressure pu t on 
the B r it is h  to re-open the B urm a Road next m onth. 
Tho rou te  was closed in  J u ly  a t Japanese insistence. 
B u t A m erican “ d isapprova l” , as the T im es p u t it ,  is 
s t i l l  fo r  the “ record.”  The B a ttle  o f B r ita in  m ust de­
cide w h a t action the U n ited  States fle e t w i l l  take in 
the Pacific. And the B a ttle  o f B r ita in  is no t ye t over.

The move in to  Indochina m arks the tr iu m p h  o f the 
group in  Tokyo which has favored a “ sou thern”  o rien ­
ta tion  instead o f a no rthe rn  o rien ta tion . M a ritim e  
Siberia, w h ich has been one o f the fixed objectives 
o f Japanese expansion ist po licy  fo r  m ore than 2 0 1 
years, is le f t  fo r  tho tim e  being to fu tu re  actions. 
R ig h t now Japan is concen tra ting  on the tw in  task o f 
sw a llow ing  the ho ld ings o f the already-defeated em­
p ires— the French and the D u tch— and in d r iv in g  the 
B r it is h  out o f th e ir  F a r E aste rn  footholds.

RUSSIA'S FATE IN ABEYANCE
L ike  the Germans, the Japanese are ho ld ing the 

“ Russian question”  in abeyance. L ike  the Germans, 
they count on dealing w ith  the Soviet U n ion la te r on. 
L ike  the Germans, they  count themselves safe from  
Soviet a ttack. L ike  the Germans, they figu re  th a t the 
w ea lth  o f a ll the Russias w i l l  be easy p ick ings once 
the W estern powers are defeated. R ig h t now they 
have -much m ore to fe a r fro m  an A ng lo -A m erican  
com bination to counter th e ir  moves.

The effectiveness o f th is  com bination is dependent 
upon continued successful B r it is h  resistance to  the 
German assault. The m ilita ry -n a v a l aspects o f the 
combine would be vested la rg e ly  in the U n ited  States 
flee t. In London there  is a lready open ta lk  o f p lac ing 
a t the U.S. N a vy ’s disposal, B r it is h  base fa c ilit ie s  
not on ly  a t Singapore, b u t a t Sidney, A u s tra lia ,  and 
along the W est A fr ic a n  coast fo r  fu tu re  operations 
in  the Ind ian  Ocean. T h is  would seem to suggest tha t 
A m erican p a rtic ip a tio n  in the w a r would take the 
fo rm  o f an Am erican-Japanese clash w h ile  B r ita in  
carried  on the fig h t aga inst G erm any and I ta ly  in  
Europe and the M editerranean.

U.S. IS BRITAIN'S HEIR
In  o ther words, B r ita in  would in e ffe c t be ceding 

to the U. S. its  place in the East. I t  would a ll be 
couched in gentlem anly  term s, to be sure, bu t i t  would 
am ount in  e ffe c t to a U . S.-dominated deal th rough  
which W a ll S tree t expects to p la n t its  f la g  and its  
do lla rs on the fa rth e s t Pacific  bastions. The B r it is h  
m ig h t th in k  i t  che s tnu t-pu lling  in  th e ir  behalf, bu t 
i f  the base-destroyer deal is any c r ite rio n , i t  is fa ir ly  
c lear th a t the Am erican im p e ria lis ts  w i l l  e x tra c t 100 
cents on the d o lla r th is  tim e.

Thus the changes a lready so s w if t ly  made in E u ­
rope are beg inn ing in  Asia . The em pires established 
Iby the B r it is h , French, and D utch by blood and iron  
conquests, are being cu t in to  new pa tte rns. F rance 
filched Indochina fro m  the Chinese a fte r  tw o  bloody, 
one-sided wars, in 1866 and 1885. They ru led it ,  d irec t­
ly  and th rough  puppets, w ith  w h ip  and sword. They 
bled i t  fo r  ne a rly  80 years. Now th e ir  “ God-given”  
r ig h ts  to Indochina are being usurped by new con­
querors. The B r it is h  acquired th e ir  predominance in  
China by m ercilessly beating the helpless M anchu 
D ynasty  to  its  knees. N ow  they are on the downslide. 
being ro u g h ly  pushed by th e ir  Japanese enemies and 
g e n tly  shoved by th e ir  A m erican “ fr ien ds .”

W e are on the eve o f a new d ra w in g  o f the Pacific 
map, w ith  the im pending changes va s tly  more sweep­
in g  than  those made by the p lundering  powers in 
China around 1900 o r by the v ic to rs  in the F irs t  
W orld  W a r a t Versa illes. The c o n flic t fo r  the new 
m aste ry  lies between Japanese and U.S. im peria lism .


