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PACT MEANS U. S. WAR IN  TWO OCEANS
Proletarian M ilita ry  Policy Is  Adopted A t 
Socialist Workers Party Chicago Conference

<?>

Expresses Determination of the Party 
To Carry Out Trotsky's Final 
Injunction to Go Forward

CH IC AG O , Sept. 30— The three-day Plenum-Conference o f the 
Socia list W orkers P a rty  closed last n igh t, and the delegates and 
N a tiona l Com m ittee members were on th e ir way home today, b r in g 
in g  back w ith  them to the p a rty  branches in a ll pa rts  o f the country 
an in sp ir in g  program  o f po litica l and o rgan iza tiona l a c tiv ity .

The plenary session o f the N a tiona l Com m ittee on F rida y  had 
be,pn fo llowed S atu rday and Sunday by a conference o f delegates 
and activ is ts  from  the branches, which prepared the p a rty  fo r  the 
s t ir r in g  tim es fac ing  (he w o rk ing  class.

It  was the firs t na tional m eeting o f the pa rty  since the death 
o f Leon T ro tsky , and i t  was dom inated by the de term ination to  ca rry  
ou t his la s t words: " I  am sure o f 
the v ic to ry  o f the F ourth  In te r
national. Go fo rw a rd .”  The P le
num-Conference honored t  h c  
m em ory o f T ro tsky , not by em pty 
g r ie f, but by tak in g  up his w ork 
and c a rry in g  i t  fo rw a rd .

I t  was in  th a t s p ir it  and, in 
deed, under the d irec t in sp ira tion  
o f his though ts in the las t days 
o f his life , th a t the m ain docu
m ent o f the Plenum-Conference, 
the “ Resolution on P ro le ta rian  
M il ita ry  jp o lie y ” , was fo rm u la ted  
and adopted.

F ig h t A ga inst Pacifism
The reso lu tion bo ld ly draws 

the necessary tac tioa l conclusions 
from  the na ture o f th is  epoch o f 
w a r and m ilita r is m . D ism issing 
a ll pac ifis t delusions about the- 
po ss ib ility  o f the U n ited  States 
rem a in ing  a t peace in a w orld  
whose chief cha racteris tics  have

F u ll tex ts  -of the reso lutions 
adopted by the P lenum -Confer
ence appear on page 2.

become w a r and m ilita r is m , i t  de
clares th a t the w orkers ’ f ig h t fo r 
power requires a positive p ro
gram  w hich takes the facts o f 
w a r and m ilita r is m  as the s ta r t
in g  po in t fo r  p ractica l actions. 
The d e b ilita tin g  poison o f paci
fism  m ust he dra ined out o f the 
movement.

F o r on ly w ith  the masses is it

possible to  conquer power and es
tab lish  socia lism ; and in these 
tim es the masses in the m ilita ry  
organ izations are destined to play 
the most decisive ro le  o f a ll. Our 
task is to p ro tect the class in 
terests o f the w orkers in  the 
a rm y no less than in the fac to ry , 
and thereby s tr iv e  to  w in  over 
the m a jo r ity  to the idea o f tra n s 
fo rm in g  the w a r in to  a s trugg le  
fo r  th e ir  soc ia lis t emancipation. 
Th is p ro le ta rian  m il ita ry  po licy 
has- ps its  s ta rt in g  po in t, a t,,th is  
stage o f w a r p repa ra tions  o f U.S. 
im peria lism , the demand fo r  fed
era l funds fo r  tra in in g  campS un
der the contro l o f the trade 
unions.

The need fo r  a p ro le ta rian  m i
l i ta r y  po licy was g r im ly  under
lined. the day the plenum opened 
by the news o f the A x is  pact w ith  
Japan, s ig na liz ing  the extension 
o f the w a r to  a ll the continents 
o f the gloLe.

Cannon’s Report
James P. Cannon, N a tiona l Sec

re ta ry  o f the  p a rty , made the 
po litica l report, stressing th a t a ll 
questions— the p a r ty ’s ac tiv ities  
w o rk  in the trade  unions, a t t i 
tude tow ard opponent o rgan iza
tions, etc.— arc subordinated to 
the propagation o f the p ro le ta r
ian m il ita ry  po licy o f the pa rty .

The delegates found especially 
il lu m in a tin g  his emphasis on the 

(Continued on Page 2)

SWP PROTESTS 
EFFORT TO BAN 
CP FROM BALLOT
Party in California 
Fights Issue of 
Civil Rights

S A N  FR AN C ISC O  — Vigorous 
pro test against ou tlaw ing  o f the 
Com m unist P a rty  in  C a lifo rn ia  
was voiced th is  week by the So
c ia lis t W orkers P a rty , San F ra n 
cisco Branch, in a te legram  to 
Governor Olson.

Despite its  profound po litica l 
disagreement w ith  the Commun
is t P a rty , the SW P branded the 
move a d irec t blow against the 
labor movement as a whole.

U til iz in g  the w ar scare to s tr ike  
at the c u rre n tly  least popular sec
tion  of the labor movement, C a li
fo rn ia 's  reactionary leg is la ture 
made the firs t open move toward 
cha in ing labor to the w ar machine' 
by approving a b ill denying a 
place on the ballot to any party  
using the name “ Communist.”

Th is destruction of a basic de
m ocratic r ig h t c learly reveals the 
nature of the “ democracy" fo r 
which' the workers are to ld  they 
m ust give th e ir  lives.

-Approved 4>y both housoa o f  f j i t i  
leg is la ture ju s t before the ?Close 
of the recent special session, the 
measure declares:

“ No p a rty  sha ll he recog
nized or qualified to pa rtic ipa te  
in any p rim a ry  election which 
uses or adopts as any p a rt o f 
its  p a rty  designation the word 
‘com m unist’ o r any de riva tive .”
A ny organizations d ire c tly  or 

in d ire c tly  a ffilia ted  w ith  the Com
m unist P arty  o f the U n ited States, 
the T h ird  In te rna tiona l, or “ fo r
eign agencies”  which advocate a 
program o f "violence against the 
United States”  are denied a place 
on the ballot.

Under the guise of "pressing de
fense necessity," t ile  reactionary 
b ill was passed in  a rush by (he 
legislature, the assembly approv
ing  it. 66 to 3 on September 21, 
and the senate the fo llow ing  day.

Once again, the rank aud file 
of the Com m unist P arty  is being 

(Continued on Page 2)

New State G uard Units A re  
O rganized To B reak Strikes

T his  l i t t le  s to ry  is w r itte n  en tire ly  fo r  the benefit o f those 
innocent boys and g ir ls  who th in k  th a t the governm ent has sold
iers on ly fo r  the purpose o f w ard ing o f f  a fo re ign  enemy.

The governm ent has now gotten from  Congress the necessary 
a u th o rity  to m obilize m illions  upon m illions o f soldiers. Included 
among these are the N a tion a l Guard un its  o f the 48 states.

B u t now Congress is considering passage o f A N O T H E R  b ill, 
to have thé states raise, and the federal governm ent finance, new 
reg im ents o f the N a tiona l Guard, to  take the place o f those in 
ducted in to  the reg u la r arm y.

W hat fo r?  The answer is provided in  a c ircu la r le tte r  now 
being sent by New Y o rk  colonels to  fo rm er members o f Guard 
reg im ents, u rg in g  them to  re-en lis t. The key paragraph reads:

“ The service contemplated fo r the New Y o rk  Guard w ill be 
en tire ly  w ith in  the state. Besides the d r ills  necessary to  prepare 
fo r  service w ith in  the state, active du ty  w ill be lim ited  to  r io ts  
or o ther c iv il d isorders.”

“ Riots or o ther c iv il d isorders” — th a t means s trikes  and m ili 
tant, labor a c tiv ity .

I f  Labor supports the fo rm a tion  o f such an ti-La bo r guards, 
i t  is ju s t c u ttin g  its  own th roa t.

W orkers Defense Guards, loya l to  L a b o r’s in terests, are the 
on ly guards fo r  the w o rk ing  class!

Nazi-Japan Alliance 
Has USSR In Its Pincers

4 >

PARLEY OVER 
FLINT FIRINGS 
DRAGGING ON
General Motors Stalls 
To Avert Walk-Out 
In Flint Plants

I.B.E.W. Local 3 Leaders Jailed 
In Strikebreaking Move

H a rry  Van Arsdalc, business 
manager of the New York Elec
tr ic a l W orkers Union, Local 3 of 
the I.B .E.W . (A F L ), and fou r 
other members, were dragged out 
o f th e ir  beds last F riday  by police 
acting  under - in s tru c tio n s  of 
Queens C o u n tyW iis tr ic t A tto rney 
Charles P. Sullivan, in  a crude 
boss attem pt to break the nine- 
week-old s tr ik e  of the un ion at 
the T riang le  Conduit and Cable 
Company in Glendale, Queens.

The fan tastic  hail of $50,000 
each was demanded by the Dis
tr ic t  A tto rney. Van Arsdale and 
the others refused to pe rm it the 
union to pay fo r such exorbitant 
ba il, and remained iu ja il u n til 
Monday, when Judge Charles S. 
Colden set ba il of $7,500 each for 
Van Arsdale and Assistant Busi
ness Manager Hansen, and $1,000 
each fo r the o ther three.

The D is tr ic t A tto rney had sec
ured th e ir  ind ic tm en t under an 
ancient s tatute against r io ting , 
da ting hack to 1794, and having 
no th ing to do w ith  s trikes. Pre
tex t fo r  application o f the statute 
was a fight, between pickets and 
armed strikebreakers.

The en tire  New Y ork  labor 
movement is roused by th is  ou tra 
geous s trikeb reak ing  move of the 
D istrict. A tto rney. The CIO has 
joined w ith  the I.B .E.W . in  de
m anding dism issal of the case and 
cessation of attacks on the s t r ik 
ers.

Local 3 o f the I.B .E .W . is one 
having ju r is d ic tio n  fo r a ll elec
tr ic a l work in  New York, and th is  
fron ta l attack on i t  is a s ign ificant 
index to the g row ing  boldness of 
the anti-labor forces, operating 
under cover o f the “ no-strike”  
declarations from  W ashington.

Soviet Union Now Faces Threat on Two 
Frontiers Which Stalin Thought 
He Had Eliminated

F L IN T , M ich., Sept. 30— No 
settlem ent has as ye t been se
cured by the In te rn a tion a l Execu
tive  Board o f the U n ited  A u to  
W orkers from  General M otors on 
the company's suspension from  
work o f 19 union members in  the 
F ishe r Body No. 1 p lant.

P h illip  M u rra y , CIO  vice-presi
dent, was scheduled to meet w ith  
top offic ia ls o f G.M. today in  De
tro it ,  but meanwhile un ion mem- 
bers are in  the da rk  as to the a il a tte m p t to  im m o b iliz e  the 
progress o f negotiations, fo r  no! U n ited  States in the w a r by

In Berlin on September 27 Germany, Italy, and Japan en
tered into a formal political and m ilitary alliance, which is des
tined to have profound repercussions throughout the world.

The terms of the pact obligated the signatories to go im
mediately to each others' aid in the event that any power still 
uninvolved in the European or Asiatic wars took up arms on the 
side of Britain or China.

The pact’s most obvious edge was directed at the United 
States which was openly warned that at a certain point its “ a id" 
to Great Britain would involve il in war with Japan. This was 
H itler’s primary purpose in formalizing his deal with Japan at
this particular time. On Japan’s I ------ -------------- -------------------- -—
pari, the pact was concluded as com? etf ! y confoundc<1 ttle Japan-, 
a warning to the United States ,ike a„  (he ghost8 Stalin thlng  
that any attempt to mterterc i,e aas ()l0 g)10S[ 0f tke antp 
with Japans expansionist drive 
in the eastern Pacific would in
volve it in war with Germany 
and Italy. The pact is prim arily

re p o rt has come fro m  the In te rn a 
tiona l officers.

M urra y ’s appearance in the p ic
tu re  may mean e ithe r one of two 
th ings—th a t the UAW  officers ex
pect M urray, w ith  the prestige 
o f the CIO behind him , to get a 
favorable settlem ent: or th a t a 
poor settlem ent w i l l  requ ire  a 
good salesman to  p u t i t  oyer w ith  
the loca l memher sffip heFe,

S trike  P repara tion
Meanwhile, however, prepara

tions loca lly are going on for 
s tr ike  action. S trike  k itchen 
stoves, tables, etc., are being prep
ared by tlie  suspended members 
B o ick w orkers d ire c tly  affected 
are beginning to clam or fo r a 
s tr ik e  vote in th e ir  local too.

The s tr ik e  vote In the F isher 
Body local tota lled 3,000 votes 
w h ich is one of the largest votes 
cast in  a s tr ike  ba llo t at any time 
by any local iu  the In te rn a tion a l 
The percentage tha t voted for 
s tr ik e  was also one of the largest; 
2100 voted fo r s trike , 900 against 
w ith  approxim ate ly 7.000 workers 
in  the plant.

A benefit dance and p a rty  held 
fo r the suspended members Sat
urday n igh t was w e ll attended by 
a ll locals here aud by many oul 
of town locals.

Program To Break Labor’s Back Is Drafted 
By Leading Economists O f The Country

The governm ent a t W ashington is now en
gaged in the b iggest business in  the U n ited 
States. T h is  is the business o f bu ild ing  the g re a t
est war-m achine the w orld  has ever known. The 
whole economic life  o f the coun try  is being re 
shaped to serve the needs o f the m il ita ry  p ro 
gram .

F rom  now on, the governm ent regulates and 
contro ls national industry . E ve ry  decision, every 
measure taken by the adm in is tra tion  d ire c tly  and 
im m edia te ly  a ffec ts  the lives and live lihood of 
the mass o f workers. The w orkers  m ust, more 
closely than ever before, w a tch th e ir  ru le rs  in 
W ashington, to  understand w h a t is being planned.

A t  the request o f the W ar and N avy D epart
ments o f the governm ent, the B rookings In s t i
tu tio n  o f W ashington, a w e ll-know n organ iza
tio n  o f conservative ca p ita lis t economists, has 
made a study o f w a rtim e  price con tro l. The os
tensible purpose o f th is  “ im p a rtia l, academic”  
survey was to  suggest ways and means to keep 
prices down d u rin g  w ar. I ts  veal aim , however, 
is  to prepare public opinion fo r  the w age-cutting, 
and un ion-busting  drive  which has already been 
sta rted  in m any w a r-indus tries  and which w ill 
in e v ita b ly  'be expanded as m ilita r iz a tio n  gains 
momentum.

LIVING STANDARDS MENACED
The im p o rta n t recommendations o f the B rook

ings repo rt are aimed at labor.
(1) Wages, i t  proposes, are to be contro lled 

by the governm ent. How? In  the in te rests o f the 
bosses. F o r wages are to  be raised on ly in the 
la s t reso rt “ to insure health and effic iency or

when other commodities fa i l  to keep down the 
cost o f liv in g .”

The t ru th  is th a t com m odity prices cannot be 
prevented from  soaring under w a rtim e  condi
tions. In  England they have increased over fo r ty  
percent since the outbreak o f the w a r. The cost 
o f liv in g  becomes h igher and h ighe r; food, c lo th 
ing, shelter, recreation grow s more expensive 
w ith  each passing week. I f  the w o rke r’s wages 
arc no t increased in p roportion , i t  means tha t 
they s u ffe r a rea l reduction in wages. The same 
am ount o f do lla rs buys less and less.

Unless the w orkers  th rough th e ir  unions de
mand—-and ge t— higher wages, th e ir  standard of 
liv in g  sinks low er and lower. Such is the auto
m atic  mechanism o f price con tro l under the cap i
ta lis t  system which always w orks to the advan t
age o f the bosses and to the de trim en t o f the 
wage-laborers. Th is means th a t the labor-unions 
m ust keep contro l o f wages in th e ir  own hands 
and no t surrender th is  power to  governm ent 
agencies w h ich are in  tu rn  contro lled by B ig  
Business.

The best way fo r  the unions to  meet th is 
danger is to provide in th e ir  contracts fo r  a R IS 
IN G  S C A LE  OF W AG ES to equalize the ris ing  
costs o f liv in g .

WIPING OUT LABOR’S GAINS
(2) The B rookings re p o rt goes on to urge 

tha t a ll res tric tio ns  upon production ibe done 
away w ith . Does th is  mean th a t the unemployed 
arc to be given jobs, o r th a t id le fac tories  shall 
be turned over to id le w orkers fo r  operation? No. 
On the con tra ry  i t  means th a t a ll the ex is ting  
laws w hich b ring  any benefit to  the workers,

which l im it  hours o f w o rk  o r f ix  m in im um  wages 
(the  A g r ic u ltu ra l A d jus tm en t A ct, the Wage- 
H our Law , the W alsh-H ea lcy A c t, etc.) arc to be 
scrapped fo r  the du ra tion  o f the w a r! Back to the 
s ix ty -ho u r week and the $7 w eekly wage! Re
store paradise to  the bosses; g ive he ll to the 
w orkers ! T h a t’s the advice g iven to the W ar and 
N avy Departm ents by the economists they chose 
to advise them.

Le t there be no illus ion  about i t .  The hard- 
boiled Generals and A dm ira ls  are go ing to fo llow  
th a t advice, i f  they can. Bethlehem Steel, E lec
tr ic  Boat Company, and Douglas A irc ra f t  w ill 
not be the on ly ones pe rm itted  to ignore the 
W alsh-Healey Act. A ll  the b ig  corpora tions w ill 
demand and receive th a t r ig h t  on the p re tex t o f 
producing fo r  “ na tional defense” — a t labo r’s ex
pense— unless the organized w orkers  prevent 
them from  g e ttin g  away w ith  it.

T h a t’s w h y  the w orkers need a Labor P a rty  
o f th e ir  own to f ig h t in W ashington and in  Con
gress fo r  the re ten tion  and extension o f every 
law  p ro tecting  labo r’s r igh ts . B u t, even though 
lack ing  a pow erfu l mass Labor P a rty , the CIO 
and the A F L  unions are strong  enough to  curb 
th is  reactionary drive, provided they re ly  upon 
th e ir  own independent action, and not upon the 
em pty promises o f c a p ita lis t po litic ians.

TAX BURDEN ON WORKERS
(3) The B rookings re p o rt fu r th e r  recom

mends th a t the governm ent ge t m ost o f its  w ar 
funds fro m  taxes, and then w arns th a t "excess 
p ro fits  taxes alone cannot p re ven t the adverse 
e ffects o f in fla t io n .”  In  p la in  E ng lish , don’t  be 
too harsh on the wav-profiteers). Get the money

needed fo r  the war-m achine by levy ing  hidden 
taxes upon the necessities o f life .

Thus the w orkers and th e ir  fam ilies  are to 
be doubly squeezed. F irs t, by keeping vVage- 
lcvels fro m  r is in g  w h ile  prices do and then by 
ta x in g  v ita l commodities. “ Heads we w in ; ta ils  
you lose” : such is the new A rm y  game!

The B rookings Report, in itia te d  by the gov
ernm ent. is on ly  one o f m any s im ila r indications 
th a t the governm ent is p repa ring  to clam p down 
on any strugg les fo r  h igher wages and is con
s idering  the suspension o f a ll laws pro tecting 
labor. T h is  means th a t the trade-un ions have a 
tough job  ahead o f them. They’l l  have to s trugg le  
aga ins t the governm ent’s a ttack upon a ll the 
standards and conditions w on by labor in the 
past period, an a ttack undertaken fo r  the sake o f 
the w a r profiteers.

PREPARE TO 
DEFEND YOURSELVES!

B ig  Business is now in the d r iv e r’s seat a t 
W ashington, supervis ing the war-m achine. Knud- 
sen, S tc ttin iu s  and th e ir  associates are ou t to 
pu t the w orkers in th e ir  place, w ith  the help o f 
“ labo r”  men in governm ent service, lik e  H illm an . 
T racy and Tobin. I f  the trade-unions don’t  m a in 
ta in  th e ir  freedom o f action, i f  the rank-and-file  
isn’ t on the a le r t to  f ig h t against every encroach
m ent upon th e ir  r ig h ts , the B ig  Boys are like ly  
to get away w ith  it.

H ere ’s one preparedness cam paign the o r
ganized w orkers have a rea l in te res t in g e ttin g  
under w ay! Prepare to defend the workers 
against the w a r pro fiteers and th e ir  agents in 
W ash ing ton!

th rea ten ing  i t  w ith  the d ire  con
sequence o f w a r in  tw o  oceans 
s im ultaneously.

B low  a t USSR
The pact’s other edge was a l i t 

t le  less cAvious bu t no less sharp. 
I t  was directed at the Soviet Un
ion. Iu  the trea ty  itse lf, the A xis 
dip lom ats took pains to exp la in 

Aha.U. tT&t tri-pow ej^.jU Tansf.tU f'txt 
d id  not affect re la tions “ establish
ed o r to he established" between 
the U.S.S.R. and the three signa
tories. Th is did not, however 
conceal the fact that the trea ty  
confronts the Soviet Union w ith  
the prospect of w a r on two fro n 
tie rs  i f  i t  fa ils  to rem ain obedient 
to H itle r 's  d ic ta tion .

In  Moscow the firs t reaction 
was one o f frigh tened  silence. 
F o r tw o days Soviet news- 

, papers abstained even from  
publish ing news o f the new 
A x is  deal. They fina lly  issued 
the te x t o f the tre a ty . The f irs t  
o ffic ia l comment, three days 
a fte r  the pact, tr ied  to convey 
the impression tha t S ta lin  had 
been p riv y  a ll along to the axis 
negotia tions and th a t whatever 
they decided was a ll r ig h t w ith  
him .

B ut i t  is not a ll r ig h t by any 
means w ith  the Soviet Union, as 
London and W ashington have 
both been qu ick to po in t out. De
spite a ll h is 8tiper-wea8eling, Sta 
lin  tinds h im se lf now precisely in 
the position he so desperately 
tr ied  to  avoid when he entered 
in to  his bargain w ith  H it le r  a' 
year ago. The pact of B erlin  of 
September 27 is the pay-olT of 
tha t bargain. S ta lin  thought in 
August, 1939, tha t he had smashed 
the anti-C om interu a lliance and

Two Jailed Drivers 
Union Leaders Now 
Cleared By Court

Howard Fouts and Ralph 
Johnson, Sioux C ity  D rive rs  
Union leaders, now in Leaven
w o rth  pen iten tia ry  serving 
tw o-year sentence's, have ju s t 
been cleared of the charges by 
the South Dakota Supreme 
C ourt to  which th e ir  convic
tion  was appealed. The court 
reversed the conviction on the 
grounds that, the evidence was 
insu ffic ien t. >.

The charge was th a t they 
had destroyed a tru ck  in 
M arch, 1939 du ring  a Sioux 
C ity  bakery s trike . The F B I 
stepped in to  th is  local case 
and spent untold sums on en
g ineering  a fram eup.

O ther un ion ists fram ed in 
th is  case and now serv ing two- 
year sentences are Lou M ille r 
o f the Omaha D rive rs  Union 
Jack M aloney. S ioux C ity  d r iv 
ers’ organizer. F rancis  Quinn 
o rgan izer o f the lies  Moines 
drivers, and S horty S tu ltz  and 
Carpenter o f the Omaha d r iv 
ers.

C om intern pact has come to  li fe  
suddenly and fe a rfu lly —-in the  
form  of an ironclad m il ita ry  a l
liance. In  effect, the secret 
clauses o f the a n ti-C o m in te n r 
pact have been brought out in to  
the open.

In  respect to the United States, 
the pact of B e rlin  form alizes a 
set of conditions o f w h ich thè 
ru lers o f the United States have 
long been aware. One of the fac
tors w h ich  has been de te rring  
Roosevelt & Company from  hast
ening the pace in to  w ar has been 
the knowledge th a t Am erican in 
volvem ent..In Abe A tlan tic, .yronld. 
give the green lig h t  to Japan la 
the Pacific. H it le r  has s im p ly  ex
ploited th is  fact. He and the 
Japanese now are hoping th a t 
th e ir  open alliance w ill keep the 
United States inactive long enough 
to a llow  Germany to complete a 
v ic to ry  over B r ita in  and a llow  
•Japan to gather in  unhindered 
the Far Eastern holdings o f the 
defeated Western powers.

L ik e ly  N ext Steps
W hat are lik e ly  to be the im 

mediate effects o f the new pact? 
F irs t of a ll, "appeasement”  o f Ja
pan w ith  respect to the China 
war w i l l  come to an end. B r ita in  
w ill no doubt re-open the B urm a 
Road, which i t  closed three 
months ago at Japan’s demand. 
President Roosevolt has already 
placed an embargo'on iron exports 
to Japan and a new $25,000,000 
loan to China has been announced. 
A long tha t Burm a Road the pre
vious tr ic k le  of Am erican aid is 
lik e ly  to th icken in to  more of a 
stream in the months to come. 
Across the A tla n tic , United States, 
aid to B rita in  w i l l  increase, rath-„ 
er than decrease.

The U. S. w ill thus s tiffe n  B r it 
ish resistance to Germany and. 
Chinese resistance to Japan. 
W hether and at what p o in t such 
actions w il l  b ring  the Pact of Ber
lin  in to  operation is of course 
what remains to be seen.

W ooing The K re m lin
F in a lly , fresh efforts  to deal a 

new hand in Am erican-Soviet re
la tions w i l l  now he made. The 
day a fte r the pact, o f B e rlin , the 
New Y ork  Herald Tribune's  Wash
ington correspondent reported 
tha t definite Am erican e ffo rts  " to  
woo the Soviet U n ion”  would fo l
low on the heels of the A xis  a l
liance. There has been a notable 
re laxation of export res tric tions 
on v ita l m ateria ls  going to the 
Soviet U n ion in the la s t few  
m onths and the recent s igna tu re  
o f a new U.S.-Soviet trade agree
m ent like-w ise created the atm os
phere fo r  a new “ friend liness” .

A ctua lly , however, S ta lin  w i l l  
be guided in th is  as in his whole 
policy now by the calcu la tion of 
re la tive  strengths. So long as 
H itle r 's  star continues to rise, 
S ta lin  w ill ride along jn  H it le r ’s 
o rb it, however much his own star 
is dimmed thereby, and whatever 
the consequences to socia list eco
nomic. organization in the Soviet 
Union. The German alliance w ith ' 
Japan fu rth e r narrows S ta lin ’s 
freedom of action. I t  'w i l l  take’ 
a decisive tu rn  in the d irec tio n  
o f the w ar to sfwltch the po licy of. 
the K rem lin . Such a tu rn  w i l l  
never he taken on the K re m lin ’s 
own in it ia t iv e . T ha t i t  w il l leave,' 
lia lf-hopc fu lly , ha ll’-fea rfu lly , to  
Roosevelt.
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S. W . P. Resolution O n Proletarian M ilitary Policy
1. C apita lism  has plunged the w orld  in to  a 

ho rrib le  vortex of w ar and m ilita r is m . This 
testifies W  to the v ita l ity  of capita lism  but to 
its  fa ta l weakness, its  incapacity to regain sta
b ility .  The epoch of the death agony of cap ita l
ism  and the beginning of social transfo rm at .on 
is an epoch of universal m ilita r ism . It  can be 
brought to an end on ly by the de fin itive  v ic to iy  
of the pro le ta ria t. T h is  is the essential feature 
of the present world s itua tion .

2. The in te rven tion  of the United States in  
. the present war, o r its  clasli w ith  a v ic torious
Germany or Japan at a la te r date, is predeter
m ined by a ll the circumstances. A ll the rea lis tic  

' leaders of Am erican cap ita lism  clearly  understand 
th is . O nly a few  pac ifis t fools have the  s ligh te s t 
doubt about it. The two main groups in  the camp 
of U. S. im peria lism — in te rven tion is t and so-called 
iso la tion is ts - d iffe r on ly in  regard to m ilita ry  
strategy. B o tli are agreed on the policy of prep
a ring  to light and grab. The stupendous arms 

rogram adopted by Congress lias and can have 
in ly  one m eaning: m ilita ry  aggression in the 

near fu tu re  on a world scale.
The question whether German im peria lism , 

having conquered Europe, can or cannot- attack 
the United Stales lias no th ing  to do w ith  the 
rea l issue. The very existence of one aggressive 
and expanding im p eria lis t power in  the modern 
w o rld  is an "a tta ck ”  on the others. The United 
States, as an im p e ria lis t power having its  founda
tions throughout the w orld , is “ attacked any
where a r iv a l power attem pts to seize a m arket, 
a piece of te rr ito ry  or a sphere of influence.

W hether tlie  United Slates d irec tly  intervenes 
in  the present European war, or defers open m il i
ta ry  action fo r another po in t of attack is on ly 
a secondary consideration in  eva luating  the per
spective. The real course is clear: U. S. im p e ria l
ism  is preparing w ith  a ll possible speed to put. 
its  strength and its  weakness to the test of w ar 
on a colossal scale.

THE FUNDAMENTAL LESSON
3. In  the epocli of m ilita r is m  great questions 

can lie decided only' by m ilita ry  means th is  is 
the fundam ental lesson of the developments ot 
the present war.

The agents and apologists of democratic im 
pe ria lism — the social democrats, the centrists, the 
trade union re form ists  and tlie  pacifists— fil l the 
a ir  w ith  lam enta tions over the smashing m il ita ry  
v ic to ries  of H itle r  and spread the sentim ents of 
pessimism and prostra tion .
r  We F ourth  In te rna tiona lis ts  th rus t aside these 

tra ito rs  and panic mongers w ith  hatred and con
tem pt. Our task is to ascertain w hat has been 
destroyed and what lias been proved by the mo
mentous events in  Europe and to draw the neces
sary conclusions fo r the fu tu re  struggle.

REFORMISM CANNOT LIVE TODAY
In  the firs t place the v ictories of the fascist 

■war machine o f H it le r  have destroyed every p lau
sib le basis fo r the illus ion  th a t a serious struggle 
■against fascism can be conducted uud<?r the leader
sh ip  of a bourgeois dem ocratic regime. The war 
in  Europe, as previously in  the Spanish rehearsal, 
has shown up the hollowness, the rottenness and 
the contem ptib le cowardice and greed of the whole 
ru l in g  s tra tum  of the bourgeois democrats. They 
are u n w illin g  to sacrifice any th ing  bu t the lives 
of the duped masses. To save th e ir  personal lives 
and th e ir  property they were ready in  one country 
a fte r another to cap itu la te  to fascism and seek 
its  protection against the w ra th  of th e ir  own 
people.

No less complete and devastating has been the 
destruction of the tra d itio n a l re fo rm is t labor move
ment. At. best, th is  tra d itio n a l movement—the 
parties and the trade unions— was pacifist in  char
acter. T ha t is. i t  was designed fo r peace, not 
fo r  war. Parties which confined themselves to 
protests against the horrors of war, and did  not 
seriously conduct a struggle lo r  power to  end 
the system w hich causes w ar— such parties were 
com pletely helpless when subm itted to the test of 
w ar. The same proved true of the ou tw ard ly  
im pos ing  trade unions. A ll concepts of peaceful, 
gradual, re form ist progress w ith in  the fram e-work 
of cap ita lism , and a ll parties and organizations 
w h ich represented these concepts in  any degree, 
were smashed lik e  a house of cards.

BOLSHEVISM ALONE STANDS UP
The w ar in Europe has once again, and more 

categorically than ever, posed the fundam ental 
a lte rna tive  of the epoch of wars and revo lu tions: 
e ith e r the d ic ta to rsh ip  o f fasc is t cap ita lism , o r 
the d ic ta torsh ip  of the p ro le ta ria t. The attem pt 
of the European workers, under the in fluence of 
the re fo rm is t labor bureaucracies, to find in  de
m ocra tic capita lism  a th ird  a lte rna tive , led to 
catastrophe. The th ird  a lte rna tive  has been des
troyed in  blood and fire. B u t the program  of the 
w orkers ’ figh t fo r power has not been destroyed. 
W hen the workers of Europe rise again— and rise 
they w i l l— tha t program  w ill he th e ir  banner. 
These are the fundam ental lessons o f the war.

4. Bolshevism alone, which aims to d irec t the 
w o rkers ’ movement to the seizure of p o litica l 
power by revo lu tiona ry  means, stands up and 
gains strength under the test of the great new 
events. W ar and m ilita r is m  which crush a ll other 
organizations and d iscred it a ll other programs, 
on ly provide a new verifica tion  o f the premises 
of Bolshevism. The m ilita ry  epocli has room on ly 
fo r parties w h ich insp ire  the workers to scorn 
a ll ha lf measures, to stop at no thing, and to ca rry  
th e ir  s trugg le th rough to the very end. These 
are parlies of a new type having no th ing  in  com
mon w ith  the re form ist-pacifis t parties of the t ra 
d itio n a l labor movement. Such a pa rty  is the 
Socialist W orkers Parly. I ts  program  can be 
described in  one phrase: d ic ta torsh ip  of the prole
ta r ia t.

RIDDING OURSELVES OF PACIFISM
5. The ce rta in ty  tha t the United States also 

w i l l  be dominated by m ilita r is m  confronts the
f
pa rty  w ith  the categoric necessity to purge itse lf 
of a ll rem nants o f libera l, pe tty  bourgeois pacifist 
tendecles and conceptions carried over from  the 
past, in  p a rticu la r from  the le ft social-democratic 
movement. Pacifism is a d e b ilita tin g  poison In
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the workers ' movement. Pacifism , in a ll its  forms, 
is no more than a protest in tim e of peace against 
w ar; in  the face of actual war i t  th rusts  the 
workers lik e  sheep, unarmed and defenseless -and 
w ith o u t a program., in to  the slaughter. In  our 
epoch, which is completely dominated by m il i ta r 
ism, negative protests against war are of no ava il 
whatever. The p ro le ta ria t requires a positive p ro
gram which takes the  facts of war and m ilita rism , 
t lie  characteris tic  features o f decaying cap ita lism , 
as the s ta rtin g  point fo r p ractica l actions.

The first im pact of the war in  Europe revealed 
a pelty-bourgeois cen tris t tendency in  the Socialist 
W orkers P arty  which took shape as a faction. 
Under the leadership of Burnham  and Shachtman 
Ib is  m in o rity  faction waged a d isrup tive  struggle 
in tlie  pa rty  and attempted to overthrow  the 
M a rx is t doctrines in  fa v o r o f jo u rn a lis tic  im p ro 
visations. The d is rup tive  struggle of the Burn- 
ham -Shachtm an faction  culm inated in  th e ir  de
sertion o f the p a rty  in a typ ica l p e tty  bourgeois 
reco il against the d iscip line of the  pro le ta rian  
m a jo r ity  o f the party. The open repud iation of 
socialism by Burnham  w ith in  less than two months 
a fte r lie had deserted the pa rty  was Only the lo
gical sequel to the course he followed in  the 
pa rty  struggle. Burnham ’s betrayal o f socialism  
confirmed to the h i lt  t lie  p a rty ’s characterization 
o f th is  p re tentious m ountebank and the pe tty  
bourgeois fac tion  he organized and maneuvered 
in to  a sp lit.

Since the p a rty  convention the  seceding faction 
has evolved consistently in  the d irection  o f tra d i
tiona l le ft socialist a n ti-m ilita r ism  w hich at bot
tom is on ly a form  of pacifism. The resolute 
s( n igg le  of the pa rty  m a jo r ity  against the Burn- 
ham-Shachtman faction, and its  decisive v ic to ry  
■in the struggle, were .the necessary conditions fo r 
the su rv iva l o f the party. An un re len ting  anta
gonism to the deserters on every po in t is -no less 
necessary. The pa rty  cannot have the slightest 
reason fo r conc ilia tion  on any po in t w ith  the 
fac tion  o f deserters inspired by p e tty  bourgeois 
f r ig h t  before tlie  stern rea lities and com plexities 
of the developing war.

ADAPTING OUR TACTICS TO WAR
G. T lie im p e ria lis t war is not our w ar and tlie  

m ilita r is m  of the cap ita lis t state is not our m il i 
ta rism . We do not support the w ar and m iltta r- «
ism of the im p e ria lis ts  any more than we sup
port the cap ita lis t exp lo ita tion  of w orkers in  the 
factories. We are against the w ar as a whole 
ju s t .as we are against the ru le  o f the class wh ich ' 
conducts it ,  and never under any circumstances 
vote to give them any confidence in  the ir, conduct 
o f the w a r o r preparation fo r  i t — not a man, not 
a cent;, not n gun w ith ,o u r  support. O ur -War 
is the  w ar o f the w o rk ing  class against the capi
ta lis t  order.

B u t on ly  w ith  the masses is i t  possible to 
conquer power and establish socialism ; and In  
these tim es the masses in the m ilita ry  organiza
tions are destined to play the most decisive role 
o f a ll. Consequently, i t  is impossible .to affect the 
course of events by a po licy of abstention. I t  
is necessary to take cap ita lis t m ilita r is m  as an 
established re a lity  which we are not yet. strong 
enough to  abolish, and adapt our p ractica l tactics 
to it .  Our task is to protect t lie  class in terests 
o f tlie  workers in  the arm y no lesB than in  the 
factory. That means to partic ipa te  in  the m il i
ta ry  machine fo r socia list ends. The pro le ta rian  
revo lu tion is ts  are obliged to take th e ir  place be
side the workers in the m il ita ry  tra in in g  camps 
and on the battlefie lds in  the same way as in  the 
factory. They stand side by side w ith  the masses 
of worker-soldiers, advance at a ll t*mes and-under 
a ll circumstances the independent class po in t of 
view, and s trive  to w in  over the m a jo rity  to  the 
idea of trans fo rm ing  the w ar in to  a struggle fo r 
th e ir  socia list emancipation.

WE CO WHERE THE WORKERS GO
Under conditions of mass m ilita r iz a tio n  the 

revo lu tiona ry  w orker cannot evade m il ita ry  ex
p lo ita tion  any’ more than he can evade exp lo ita
tion  in the fac to ry . He does no t seek a personal 
solution Sf the problem of w ar by evading m il i
ta ry  service. T ha t is no th ing  but a desertion of 
class duty. The pro le ta rian  revo lu tion is t goes 
w ith  the masses. He becomes a sold ier when 
they become soldiers, and goes to w ar when they 
go to war. The p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion is t strives 
to become the most sk illed  among the worker- 
soldiers, and demonstrates in  action tha t he is 
most concerned fo r the general welfare and pro
tection o f his comrades. Only in  th is  way, as in 
the factory, can the pro le ta rian  revo lu tion is t gain 
the confidence o f his comrades in  arm s and be
come an in flu e n tia l leader among them.

The to ta l wars waged by the modern im p e ria l
ists, and likew ise tlie  preparations fo r such wars, 
requ ire  compulsory m ilita ry  tra in in g  no less than 
the appropria tion  of enormous funds and the sub
o rd ina tion  of indus try  to tlie  m anufacture o f a r
maments. As long as the masses accept the war 
preparations, ns is indub itab ly  the case in  the 
U n ited States, mere negative ag ita tion  against 
the m il ita ry  budget and conscrip tion cannot, by 
itse lf, yield serious results. Moreover, a fte r Con
gress had already appropriated b illions  fo r  arm a
ments and was certa in  to pass a conscription h il l 
w ith o u t serious opposition, such negative ag ita 
tion  against conscrip tion was somewhat belated 
and easily degenerated in to  mealy-mouthed paci
fism. T h is  proved to be tile  case w ith  the organ
iza tions (Thom asite Socialists, Lovestoneites, etc.) 
a ffilia ted  w ith  the preposterous conglom eration 
which calls itse lf the "Keep Am erica Out of W ar 
Com m ittee” —a v ile  and treaclieours too l o f the 
■‘dem ocratic" im peria lis ts . The hypocrisy of th e ir  
pacifism is indicated by tlie  fact tha t, s im u lta 
neously, they declare themselves in  favor o f the 
v ic to ry  of B rita in . E qua lly  treacherous is the 
pure ly  pacifist ag ita tion  of the S ta lin is ts , em
ployed today on behalf o f S ta lin ’s foreign po licy

under the H itle r-S ta lin  pact; and certa in  to be 
abandoned tom orrow  when S ta lin  so orders, i f  
he finds it  necessary to  sw itch partners. The 
pacifism  of B rowder and tlie  pacifism o f Thomas 
■stem from  d iffe re n t roots but are iden tica l in  
th e ir  be traya l o f the in te rests  o f the  w o rk ing  
class. Under ths ru le  o f a modern im peria lism  
Which is already r r ro in g  to tlie  teeth, an abstract 
figh t against m ilita r is m  is  at best Q u ixo tic .

OUR PROGRAM FOR THIS PERIOD
The revo lu tiona ry  s tra tegy  can on ly be. to  take 

th is  m ilita r is m  as a re a lity  and counterpose a class 
program of (lie p ro le ta ria t *o 'be program  of the 
im p e ria lis ts  a t every po in t. We fig h t against send
ing  the worker-soldiers -into 1,11'le w ith o u t proper 
tra in in g  and equipment. We oppose the m ilita ry  
d irection  o f w orker-so ld iers by bourgeois o fficers 
who have no regard fo r t lie ii treatm ent, th e ir  
protection and th e ir  lives. We demand federal 
funds fo r the m ild ia ry  tra in in g  of workers and 
worker-officers under the contro l of the trade un
ions. M il 'ta ry  appropria tions? Yes— but only fo r 
the establishment and equipm ent o f w o rke r tra in 
ing  camps! Compulsory -m ilita ry  tra in in g  of w o rk 
ers? Yes— but on ly under the cor.Liol o f the trade 
unions!

Such are the necessary concrete slogans fo r 
the present stage of t lie  preparation or U. S. im 
pe ria lism  fo r  w a r in the near fu tu re . They con
s titu te  a m ilita ry  trans ition a l program  supple-

m enting the general p o litica l tra n s itio n a l pro
gram of t lie  party.

7. U. S. Im peria lism  prepares fo r war, m a te ri
a lly  and ideologically, w ith ou t w a iting  to decide in 
advance the date when actual H ostilities shall be
gin or the precise point o f attack. The workers’ 
vanguard must likew ise prepare fo r wav w ith o u t 
dependence on speculative answers to these sec
ondary questions. The m ilita r iz a tio n  of tU i coun
try  in preparation fo r war is tak in g  place before 
o u t eyes. A ll our w ork  and plans fo r the fu tu re  
■must be based on th is  rea lity .

THE FUTURE BELONGS TO US
The firs t stages d f m ilita r iz a tio n  and war pre

sent enormous d ifficu ltie s  to our pa rty  because 
we have to swim  against t lie  stream. The pa rty  
w ill be tested in  a p re lim in a ry  way by its  capa
c ity  to recognize these d ifficu ltie s  and Hold firm  
when the struggle is hard and the pvogress slow 
Only a pa rty  fo rtified  by the  great p rinc ip ie .' and 
world associations of the F ourth  In te rn a tion a ’ 
w ill be able to do th is.

We are not a p a rty  like  other parties. We 
alone are equipped w ith  a scientific  program  of 
M arxism . We alone re ta in  an unshakable confi 
den.ee in t lie  socia list fu tu re  of hum an ity . We 
alone are ready to meet the un iversal m ilita r is m  
o f decaying cap ita lism  on its  own term s and lead 
tiie  p ro le ta rian  struggle fo r power accordingly.

T lie  w ar in its  course w il l  u tte r ly  destroy a ll 
other w orkers ’ parties, a ll half-and-half move
ments. B u t i t  w iD on ly harden the bona fide p a rty  
o f the F ourth  In te rn a tion a l and open tlie  way 
fo r its  growth and eventual v ic to ry .

The fu tu re  belongs to the pa rty  o f tlie  d ic ta to r
ship o f t lie  pro le ta ria t, the pa rty  o f the Fourth  
In te rna tiona l. I t  needs on ly to be true  to itself, 
hold firm , d ig  in and prepare the future.

PLENUM-CONFERENCE RESOLUTION

On the 1940 Elections
P artic ipa tion  in the November elections is  dic

ta ted to us by our M a rx is t conceptions o f the 
tasks o f a revo lu tiona ry  p a rty . A lthough  the main 
energies o f the p a rty  are devoted to  the m o b ili
zation o f the p ro le ta r ia t in  mass action against 
the ca p ita lis t class and its  state apparatus, th a t 
m ob iliza tion  is  served by pa rtic ip a tion  in  elec
to ra l a c tiv ity . R evo lu tionary e lectora l a c tiv ity  
takes the fo rm  o f tribunes o f the people, sum 
m oning the masses to  s trugg le , no t m ere ly q t the 
po lls on election day, bu t everywhere a t a ll times. 
E lecto ra l a c tiv ity  is a secondary, bu t neverthe
less im p o rtan t fo rm  o f revo lu tiona ry  a c tiv ity .

RESTRICTIONS PREVENT US *

One o f the resu lts o f the ca p ita lis t p repa ra
tions fo r  the w a r has been the fu r th e r  develop
m ent o f a lm ost insurm ountable res tr ic tio ns  to 
preven t m in o r ity  - w o rkers ’ parties fro m  find ing 
a place on the ba llo t, especially fo r  candidates 
fo r  the presidency. The N a tiona l Com m ittee was 
compelled to  recognize th a t ou r p a rty  is too 
sm all to expend the funds and forces necessary 
to  secure a place on the ba llo t fo r  our presiden
t ia l candidates because o f these restric tions.

/■ *

I f  our p a rty  did n o t its e lf  fo rm a lly  pa rtic ipa te^ 
in the elections, i t  m ig h t under certa in  conditions 
g ive c r it ic a l support to the candidate o f another 
p a rty . Such a candidate would never be th a t o f 
a bourgeois p a rty . W e no m ore support a W i'llk ie  
or Roosevelt than support an em ployers’ repre
sentative in a union e lec tion .. The on ly  candidate 
we could conceivably support is th a t o f a p a rty  
representing a section o f the w o rk in g  class whose 
augmented vote would be genera lly  ' understood 
to s ig n ify  progress fo r  the labo r movement. U n 
fo rtu n a te ly , however, no such p a rty  is p a rtic ip a t
in g  in the present election campaign.

NO OTHER PARTY TO SUPPORT
The Socia list P a rty  is not such a p a rty . I t  is 

a hopeless anachronism , a fad in g  vestige o f the 
past, a petty-bourgeo is pa c ifis t sect. I t  ha6 scarce
ly  any in fluence in  any section o f  the labor move
m ent. I t  would indeed be absurd fo r  us to  sup
p o rt in the elections a p a rty  which has fa r  less 
in fluence in the labor movement than we have. 
N e m a n  Thomas is r ig h t ly  understood to  be a 
pe rsona lity  w ith  a personal fo llo w in g  w h ich  rep
resents ne ithe r socialism  nor the labor movement. 
A n y  fo rm  o f support fo r  his candidacy cannot, 
there fore, aid the labo r movement in any way.

The same considerations hold fo r  th a t grotesque 
sect, the Socia list Labor P a rty .

I t  is also impossible to g ive c r it ic a l support 
in  the elections to the Com m unist P arty . Its  
un ion-sm ashing policies— w hich continue in  its  
present pseudo-le ft period as in its  openly pro- 
Roosevelt period— its  role as S ta lin ’s agent undei 
the H itle r-S ta lin  pact, the subord ination o f the 
various Com m unist Parties to the GPU as was 
g la r in g ly  revealed in the assassination o f Com
rade Leon T ro tsky , make the Com m unist P a rty  
the ob ject o f ha tred to  m any o f the  m ost pro 
gressive workers. The hatred o f the honest p ro 
gressive w orkers aga inst the Com m unist P a rty  
m ust be distinguished fro m  the p a tr io tic  h o s tility  
o f the chauvin ists against, the Com m unist P a rty . 
The ha tred  feR .against the Com m unist P a rty  by 
many honest progressive w orkers testifies to  th e ir  
pro found class in s tinc t. These fac to rs  make im 
possible any electora l a c tiv ity  in  support o f S ta l
in is t candidates.

A t  the same tim e, especia lly in the present 
election cam paign, we have the elem entary class 
d u ty  to  defend the r ig h ts  o f  the Com m unist P a rty  
aga inst the  chauvin ists who are a tte m p tin g  to 
ru le  i t  o f f  the ba llo t, hound its  election campaign 
w orkers, etc. A ga in s t the ca p ita lis t class and its  
agents, we uncond itiona lly  defend the Commun 
is t  P a rty . A  firm  po licy o f defending the demo
c ra tic  r ig h ts  o f the Com m unist P a rty  w i l l  also 
go fa r  to separate the red ba iters fro m  those 
progressive w orkers whose hatred o f the Com
m un ist P a rty  stems fro m  th e ir class conscious
ness.

OUR LOCAL CAMPAIGNS
So fa r  as fo rm a l p a rtic ip a tion  in th is  elec 

tion  is concerned the  S.W.P. is p a rtic ip a tin g  in 
th is  election m a in ly  th rough  those state and local 
candidates whom some sections o f the p a rty  have 
been able to  place on the ba llo t. O ur m ain a c t iv i
ty  on a na tiona l scale is to p u t fo rw a rd  our p ro
gram  on a ll the bu rn ing  issues o f th is  epoch o f 
•war and m ilita r is m .

We m ust recognize, however, th a t the 1940 
election cam paign means a lost o p po rtu n ity  fo i 
ou r pa rty . The on ly  w ay to  prevent the loss o f 
s im ila r opportun ities, not m ere ly  in  the electoral 
field, bu t in  others as we ll, is the speedy m ob iliza 
tion  o f o u r p a r ty  to trans fo rm  i t  from  its  present 
size and s treng th  in to  a mass p a rty  o f the w ork  
in g  class.

PLENUM-CONFERENCE RESOLUTION

O n the Shachtman-Abern Group
B y decision o f the A p r i l,  1940 convention o f 

the p a rty , the N a tiona l Com m ittee was instructed 
to take d isc ip lin a ry  action aga ins t the Burnham - 
Shachtm an-Abern group i f  th a t group fa iled  to 
abide by the decisions o f the convention.

In  accordance w ith  those ins tructions, the 
N a tiona l Com m ittee on A p r i l 22 suspended those 
members o f the  B urnham -Shachtm an-Abern 
group who, fo llo w in g  the convention, refused to 
accept the decisions o f the convention. The N a 
tio n a l Com m ittee by suspending ra th e r than ex
p e llin g  the  undisciplined members o f the pe tty - 
bourgeois opposition, gave them an op po rtu n ity  
to  reconsider th e ir  re fusa l to  abide by convention 
decisions and to re tu rn  to the pa rty . In  the course 
o f the ensuing m onths a num ber o f the suspended 
comrades have reconsidered th e ir re fusa l, have 
declared th e ir  adherence in action to convention 
decisions w h ile  rem a in ing  free  to defend th e ir  
po litica l views in subsequent p a rty  discussions, 
and have on th is  basis beenSrestored to  fu l l  mem
bership r ig h ts .

The Em ergency Conféré r ife  o f the F ourth  
In te rn a tion a l, convened in M ay, 1940, endorsed 
the decisions o f the A p r i l  convention o f the S.W.P.

I t  recommended to  our p a r ty  th a t on ly  a lim ited  
period should rem ain in which suspended mem
bers would have tim e to reconsider th e ir  re fusa l 
A t  the end o f th a t period those s t i l l  re fus ing  tc 
accept the convention decisions should be uncon
d itio n a lly  expelled fro m  the pa rty .

The period recommended by the Em ergency 
Conference has now elapsed. M eanwhile, since 
th e ir  suspension, the Burnham -Shachtm an-Abern 
group has undergone a p o litica l evo lu tion which 
has widened the chasm between them  and the 
F ou rth  In te rn a tion a l. Burnham  has drawn the 
fina l conclusion to the position he elaborated fo r  
his group, and has openly deserted to  the class 
enemy. Shachtman and Abern lead a pe tty -b ou r
geois sem i-pacifis t sect. A f te r  the passage o f 
nearly  s ix  months i t  is, there fore, tim e  to  draw 
a conclusion to th is  question and p u t an end to 
any possible am b ig u ity  or confusion.

The p lenary session o f the N a tiona l C om m it
tee declares th a t those suspended members whe 
have no t up to th is  tim e  sign ified th e ir  w i l l in g 
ness to  abide by the decisions o f the  A p r i l  con
vention are hereby uncond itiona lly  expelled from  
the p a rty .

(C ontinued fro m  Page 1)
analogy between exp lo ita tion  in 
the fa c to ry  and exp lo ita tion  in 
the arm y. “ W e’re aga inst the ex
p lo ita tion  o f the w orkers  in  the 
fa c to ry ,”  said Comrade Cannon, 
“ bu t as long as we ca n 't end it, 
we go in to  the fa c to ry , adapt ou r
selves to re a lity , we go w ith  the! 
masses and share a ll th e ir  ex-; 
periences in order to  influence] 
them  in a revo lu tiona ry  d irection. 
We m ust defend the in te rests  ot 
the w o rk ing  class in the a rm y  as] 
we do in the fac to ry . W e counter
pose our p rogram  to th a t o f the 
boss— in the fac to ry , in  the a rm y  

“ Just as we don’t  want stool- 
pigeons as officers o f our 
unions, so we don’t w an t them 
as office rs in  the m ilita ry  fo r 
m ations in  which the masses 
are explo ited. The firm , bold 
m ilita n ts  in the unions— men 
like  the picket cap ta in— are the 
men we w ant as o ffice rs o f the 
worker-sold iers.

“ We d idn ’t  w ant th is  w a r, any 
more than we w a n t exp lo ita tion  
in the factories, bu t so long as 
the w orkers aren ’t  ready to end 
it .  we’l l  f ig h t by th e ir  sides, we’ ll 
be the best o ld iers as we are the 
best w orkers in  the fac to ry . We 
ask on ly the r ig h t  to  express out 
opin ion, to have the r ig h t  to win 
a m a jo r ity  to our opin ion.

“ O nly those who go through 
hell w ith  the soldiers w ill be 
able to  in fluence them. We 
didn ’ t w an t th is  war, hut we 
are no t a fra id  o f the w ar.”
The question o f m il ita ry  policy 

had been discussed in the branch
es fo r  n e a rly  tw o m onths, on the 
basis o f a d ra ft  reso lu tion o f
fered by the N a tion a l Com m ittee 
The discussion a t Chicago showed 
th a t the  question had been 
th ro u g h ly  c la rified  and th a t com
plete agreem ent prevailed in the 
pa rty . The vote on the resolution 
was unanimous.

The organization report, made

SWP Protests 
Effort to Ban 
CP From Ballot

(Continued from  Page 1)
reminded fo rc ib ly  tha t chickens 
do come home to  roost.

.D uring hearings on the meas
ure, B i l l  Schneider man n, state sec
re ta ry  of the Communist Party, 
w h in in g ly  reminded Governor Ol
son that the governor had been 
elecled w ith  the active aid of the 
Communist Party. To his charges 
tha t Governor Olson had solicited 
the C. P.'s assistance in  his cam 
paign two years ago, the Governor 
replied cold ly the next day that 
he d idn ’t  know Sehneidermann 
wouldn ’t  recognize him  i f  they 
happened to meet.

Despite telegrams of protest fa r 
ou tnum bering those o f approval, 
the Governor declared im m edi
ate ly a fte r the special session ad
journed tha t he would sign the 
b ill i f  i t  met w ith  his idea of 
“ what such a measure should be 
lik e .”

The b ill had the backing of 
both bourgeois parties, e x p lic itly  
in  an endorsement by the State 
Democratic Central Committee, 
im p lic it ly  through a p lank in  the 
p la tfo rm  of the Republican state 
organization.

by F a rre ll Dobbs, N a tiona l Labor 
Secretary, showed th a t the p a rty  
was prepared to c a rry  the new 
policy deep in to  the ranks of the 
w o rk ing  class. The system atic 
work of the last five months, since 
the A p r il convention, in  trans
fo rm ing  the party  in to  a p ro le ta r
ian organization, showed its good 
results. Perhaps the most s t r ik 
in g  example was the change in 
New York C ity, which before 
A p ril bad been the stronghold of 
the petty-bourgeois opposition, but 
which now lias 43% o f its  mem
bership in t lie  trade unions, h a lf 
of them worker-youth. The 148 
pa rtic ipants  in  tlie  Plenum-Con
ference. a cross-section of t lie  par
ty  throughout tlie  country, pre
dom inantly  ac tiv is ts  in  tlie  trade 
unions, were v iv id  evidence of the 
progress reported by Comrade 
Dobbs.

T lie  pa rty  membership is the 
s tu f f  of which revo lu tions are 
made—not on ly in  its  class com
position but in its  ago. T lie aver
age age is 29'A years. The pa rty  
lias experienced a 23% grow th in  
the last five months.

One of the most hearten ing facts 
which Comrade Dobbs was able 
to report is th a t t lie  c ircu la tio n  
o f the SO C IA LIS T  A P P E A L lias 
been doubled d u rin g  the period 
since the A p r il convention.

T ro tsky  M em oria l Fund
A fte r a thorough discussion of 

the organ izationa l problems raced 
by the party , the delegates de
cided to launch a T ro tsky  Memor
ial Fund to unde rw rite  a rea lis tic  
program  fo r expansion of the par
ty ’s w ork to ca rry  out Comrade 
T ro tsky ’s last words.

A to ta l of $3,19!i was pledged 
on the spot by the various branch 
delegations, many of them  sta ting  
tha t th e ir  branch quotas would 
probably be revised upwards when 
they returned home and explained 
the program of expansion to th e ir 
branches. In  add ition , there were 
some branches w hich were not 
represented or did not name a 
quota. The fina l figure fo r  th is  
stage of the T ro tsky M em orial 
Fund w ill,  therefore, h it  $5,000 
o r more when a ll reports are in. 
The N ational Commit!ee recom
mended th a t the fund d rive  he 
completed by the end of the year.

Not the least of the signs of 
the new stage, o f the pa rty  was 
the splendid efficiency w ith  which 
the Chicago branches executed 
th e ir  duties as host to the_J?l.e- 
nuni-Conference. Arrangem ents 
fo r housing and feeding the dele
gates and ha lls fo r  the Plenum ' 
and the Conference, a w e ll-a t
tended mass m eeting F rid a y  n igh t 
to greet the delegates and a ban
quet Sunday n igh t which ga ily  
concluded the week-end—every
th in g  went o ff lik e  clock-work.

Back to  the Branches
Scattering to the fou r corners 

o f the country to b rin g  the new 
program of a c tiv ity , first to th e ir 
branches, then to  t lie  w o rk ing  
class, the delegates went o ff w ith  
heads held high and m inds and 
hearts resolved to ca rry  out our 
enormous responsib ilities in  the 
s p ir it  in w h ich  Leon T ro tsky  l iv 
ed and died. “ I t  is a ll on our 
shoulders now,”  Comrade Cannon 
had reminded us. Rut in tru th  
no one among the delegates and 
pa rtic ipants  needed tha t rem inder. 
They had come to take i t  upon 
th e ir  shoulders. And they went 
o ff c a rry in g  tha t h is to ric  respon
s ib ility .  not as a burden hut a 

I privilege.

“Fourth International” Trotsky 
Memorial Issue Out Next Week

T ro tsky ’s last le tte rs and a r
tic les make up most of the T ro t
sky M em orial Issue of the 
"F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l” , m onth ly  
magazine of the Socialist W o rk 
ers Party. I t  is the October num 
ber, out next week.

Joseph Hansen, secretary to 
T ro tsky, has w r itte n  fo r th is  me
m oria l issue the m oving s to ry  of 
tlie  last days at Coyoacan. I l ls  
a rtic le , “ W ith  T ro tsky  to the 
End,”  w il l undoubtedly rem ain 
the most au tho rita tive  account of 
the death of T rotsky.

Sixteen o f T ro tsky ’s le tters, 
w r itte n  in the last weeks of his 
life , include three which lie w rote 
on August 20, t lie  day tha t S ta l
in ’s m urder machine s truck him  
down.

An unfinished artic le , w h ich he 
had been d ic ta tin g  th a t day, is 
published in  its  rough fo rm ; ro r 
despite the fact tha t it  was never 
finished, it  contains some o f T ro t
sky ’s most profound and novel 
thoughts on the menace of fascism 
Tt is especially im portan t, ac 
T ro tsky  pointed out in the text, 
o r the workers of the United 

States.
Questions put to T ro tsky  con

cern ing_ the new problems a ris ing  
under the conscrip tion law in  the 
United States, and his answers, 
never before published, make an
other feature o f th is  issue o f the 
“ F ou rth  In te rn a tio n a l.”

S till another recent a rtic le  by 
T ro tsky is one, "W e Do Not 
Change Our Course,”  w ritte n  im 
m ediate ly a fte r the cap itu la tion  of 
France.

T ro tsky  had devoted most, of 
Ins tim e d u rin g  the last pe riod , 
of his life — from  the May 24th 
attem pt on his life  u n t il August 
20th— to exposing the m urder ma
chine of the GPU. Some of tiis  
le tte rs and comments on the May 
24th attem pt are collected in the 
October issue of the "F o u rth  In 
te rna tion a l.”

TOLEDANO OUT 
AS MEXICAN 
LABOR CHIEF

M EXICO  C IT Y — In  a sudden 
reversal of forces in  the Execu
tive  Committee or the M exican 
Confederation o f Labor, Lombardo 
Toledaiio, Stalinist-backed secre
tary, was forced out.

He was succeeded by F ide l Ve
lazquez, who has been w aging a 
strugg le against the Tolodano c li
que fo r some tim e.
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Divide and Rule
The reason fo r  J im  Crow and Judge Lynch is 

to  lie found in the desire o f the bosses to p ro tect 
and increase th e ir  p ro fits . They do th is  by paying 
th e ir  w orkers as l i t t le  wages and m aking  them 
w o rk  as long hours as possible. The w orkers fo rm  
unions in an a ttem p t to  im prove th e ir  condi
tions. The bosses spend a lo t o f tim e, energy and 
money t ry in g  to prevent fo rm a tio n  o f unions and 
to- weaken and smash them  where the y  exist.

The best w ay the y  know to accom plish th is  
is by keeping the w orkers divided. Each w o rke r 
alone is weak, and i f  he raises his voice, can be 
kicked out easily. U n ited , a ll the w orkers  are 
s trong— much s tronger than a ll the bosses put 
together. T h is  exp la ins the s tra te g y  o f the boss
es: keep the w orkers divided and fig h tin g  among 
themselves so th a t they w il l  he unable to f ig h t 
th e ir  rea l enemy, the bosses. A nd  so the boss 
p its  w h ite  w o rke r against colored in the same 
w ay tha t he s tirs  up C hris tian  against Jew, and 
“ c itizen ”  against “ a lien” . He doesn’t  do th is  'be
cause he likes the w h ite  w o rke r be tte r, hu t be
cause he dis likes both.

Unite and Fight
M any w h ite  w orkers  don’t  recognize th is  be

cause the bosses spread th e ir  J im  Crow propa
ganda s k il lfu lly .  These backward w orkers accept 
these lies about th e ir  colored brothers and per
m it  themselves to he used by the bosses in spread
in g  d isc rim ina tion  and segregation. In  th is  way 
they not on ly h u r t  the colored w orkers, hu t they 
also h u r t  themselves. As a resu lt, colored w orkers 
not on ly have to f ig h t the bosses, bu t they have 
to f ig h t aga inst the pre judices o f m any back
ward w orkers and to t r y  to educate them.

D iff ic u lt  as th is  job  is, s t i l l  i t  is w h a t the 
colored w orkers have to do w ith  the help o f the 
advanced w h ite  w orkers who understand these 
th ings. There is no other way. They cannot tu rn  
th e ir  backs on the unions, because the on ly  way 
the y  can end J im  Crow as well as the evils o f 
cap ita lism  is by fig h tin g  side by side w ith  the 
w h ite  workers, th e ir  n a tu ra l a llies in the figh t 
aga inst the common enemy. Alone, they can never 
defeat the bosses.

I f  they tu rn  away fro m  th is  hard and often 
unpleasant task, they w il l  on ly  be he lp ing the 
bosses keep the w orkers divided. In to  the unions 
the Negroes m ust go, and they m ust be the best 
figh te rs  aga inst the bosses, so th a t the backward 
w orkers w i l l  learn from  rea l l i fe  how they have 
been m isled and tricked . '

U n ite  and f ig h t! U n ite  w ith  the w h ite  w o rk 
ers and f ig h t aga inst the bosses and J im  C row !

Build a Labor Party
, The Dem ocrats and Republicans defend and 

preserve the system ol" J im  Crow th a t is used to 
m a in ta in  cap ita lism . T h is expla ins w hy ne ither 
p a rty  has done a n y th in g  in a ll the years they 
have been in o ffice to abolish o r even weaken 
J im  Crow. I t  would be foo lish  to  expect any th ing  
d iffe re n t fro m  them  th is  year.

W h a t the Negro w orkers  m ust do now is tu rn  
th e ir  hacks, on both these parties, the same way 
th a t these parties have turned th e ir  backs on 
them  'when i t  came to the A n ti-L y n c h  B il l and 
s im ila r  measures.

W hat they m ust do now, toge ther w ith  the 
w h ite  workers, is bu ild  a new p a rty , a Labol 
P a rty , contro lled and run  by the w orkers  in it, 
p resen ting  an independent program  defending 
the in terests o f a ll workers, and run n ing  labor 
candidates, Negro- and w h ite , aga inst the can
didates o f b ig  business.

The Socialist Workers Party
The Socialist W orkers P a rty  calls on the 

N egro w orkers to jo in  w ith  i t  in the s trugg le  
aga ins t the bosses. I t  calls op them  to  support 
its  candidates in the (»lections in those places 
where they  are on the ba llo t. I t  calls on them  to 
f ig h t fo r  its  program  on election day and every 
o ther day in the year:

A ga in s t J im  C row ! F o r fu l l  social, po litica l 
and economic equa lity  o f the N egro  people!

F o r the r ig h t  o f Negroes to  s it  in the movies 
and restau ran ts  when they w an t to. F o r th e ii 
r ig h t  to vote, and to run  fo r  office. F o r th e ir 
r ig h t  to belong to  trade unions and o ther o r
ganizations o f th e ir  choice. F o r th e ir equal r ig h t 
to  jobs in in du s try , a t equal pay. F o r an end to 
the  “ de fto rta tion  to  the South”  laws which deny 
them  re lie f. F o r the passage o f the A n ti-L y n c h  
and A n ti-P o ll T ax B ills .

A g a in s t the w a r! A g a in s t the J im  Crow prac
tices in  the A rm y ! F o r m ilita ry  tra in in g  under 
contro l o f the trade unions!

F o r the governm ent to appropria te  money fo r  
a system o f m il ita ry  tra in in g  under con tro l o f 
the trade union movement, to  teach the w orkers 
the use o f arm s so th a t they w i l l  be able to  p ra 
ted; themselves aga inst th e ir  enemies a t home 
and abroad. F o r the  r ig h t  to  the so ld ier-w orkers 
to  elect th e ir  own officers from  ou t o f th e ir  own 
ranks, colored and w h ite . F o r an end to  the dis
c r im in a to ry  practices w h ich give Negroes the 
flu n k e y  jobs in the A rm y  and deny them  the 
r ig h t  to  advance themselves.

A ga in s t the p ro fit system tha t breeds J im  
C row ! For a w orkers ’ governm ent th a t w ill fo r 
ever end d isc rim ina tion  and segregation.

A n  AP  dispatch fro m  Chicago states th a t the 
w o rld  w heat supply is am ple fo r  the w o rld ’s 
needs, bu t th a t due to  the w a r the g u lf  between 
the w heat supply and the po ten tia l consumer de
mand has never been so wide. One veteran tra d e r 
observed: “ M other N a tu re  has seen to  i t  th a t 
there should be p len ty  o f bread fo r  a ll, b u t man 
has fo rb idden  th e ir  ea ting  i t . ”

ORGANIZE FORD: This is still the biggest job in auto
A jo in t s tatem ent by John L. Lew is and R. .1. Thomas, President 

o f the U n ited A u to  W orkers Union, announced the opening o f a new 
drive  to  organize Ford. I t  is not the firs t tim e  tha t such an an
nouncement has been made. The fo llo w in g  a rtic le  was published in 
the S O C IA L IS T  A P P E A L  o f November 12, 1938 at the tim e o f such 
announcement. I t  is w r itte n  by a prom inent auto un ionist. I t  is as 
pe rtinen t as the day i t  was w ritte n , and we can find no be tte r way 
to  comment on the la test announcement than to  re p r in t th is  excel
lent a rtic le .— EDITO R S

By JO H N  A D A M S O N
The s ta r of the C.I.O. shone 

brigh test in  the days fo llow ing  tlie 
great General M otors s trike . As 
never before, tlie  workers were 
aroused out o f th e ir  le thargy and 
imbued w ith  new da ring  and con
fidence. Jn those days, anybody 
w ith  a batch of application blanks 
in his coat pocket and a lead pen
c il could organize workers. They 
streamed in to  the unions by the 
thousands, d isp lay ing a passion 
long pent up to destroy the ty ra n 
ny of the open. shop.

D efeat in  “ L i t t le  Steel”
Then came the disastrous s tr ik e  

in “ L it t le  Steel.”  No proper prep
arations were made nor system
atic  plans devised how to figh t 
the determ ined masters of L it t le  
Steel. But the C.I.O. though t they 
did no t need any plans or prepa
rations. Roosevelt was th e ir  ace 
in the hole who would w in  the. 
steel s tr ik e  fo r them in  a pinch. 
When Tom G ird le r and his m in 
ions declared w ar on the union, t 
the leadership became bewildered 
and helpless under the assault. 
The incompetent and p u s illa n im 
ous leadership o f P h il M urray  
le f t  the steel w orkers defense
less before the crue l b l o w s  
of the v ig ila n te  gangs and 
the N ationa l Guard. The unions 
in the plants of L it t le  Steel were, 
fo r  the tim e being, wiped out..

W ith  its  prestige heavily  shat
tered by the ignom in ious defeat, 
the C.I.O. lost the momentum of 
its  splendid offensive. The fa ith  
of the workers was shaken in the 
organ ization they had believed in 
v incib le. Fear fo r th e ir  jobs, the 
deadliest o f a ll poisons w ith  
which the ru le rs  keep th e ir  slaves 
in  subjection, again obsessed 
them. The C.I.O. began its  slow 
re trea t before the employers’ o f
fensive and has been re trea ting  
ever since.

New U p sw in g ; New Tasks 
The Com m ittee fo r In d u s tr ia l O r

ganization was firs t established fo r 
the avowed purpose of o rgan iz ing 
the workers of the h ithe rto  unor
ganized mass production indus
tries. The economic cris is, which 
put all of its  unions on the defens
ive, is beginning to l i f t  and w ill 
continue to l i f t ,  buttressed as it  
is by tlie  now arm am ent program 
of the Roosevelt adm in is tra tion . 
The shops are beginning to call 
hack “th e ir  workers and the-Let ter

R IC H M O N D . Va.. Sept. 28— 
An app lica tion  fo r  a w r i t  o f e r
ro r  w i l l  be made by a ttorneys in 
the W a lle r case which ended yes-; 
tc rd a y .a t  Chatham, Va., when 
Odell W aller, N egro  sharecrop
per. accused o f the m urder o f his 
fo rm er em ployer. Oscar Davis 
w h ite  fa rm e r o f P ittsy lvan ia  
County las t Ju ly  15, was sen
tenced to die in  the  e lectric cha ir 
a t the state pen iten tia ry  on F r i 
day, Dec. 27. W a lle r was con
victed a fte r  a t r ia l  la s ting  less 
than tw o days.

Odell W a lle r, who is about
twenty-three years old, was de
fended by A tto rneys Thomas H. 
Stone, w h ite , and J. B ryon Hop
k ins Jr., Negro, both of Richmond. 
The case fo r the prosecution was 
handled by Commonwealth A tto r 
ney Joseph W hitehead, who asked 
fo r a death ve rd ic t in  h is final 
argum ent i f  the ju ry  fe lt  that 
W a lle r shot the w h ite  farm er del
ibe ra te ly  o r w ith o u t ju s tifica tio n .

Judge Prejudiced
Soon a fte r the t r ia l got under 

way the defense made a m otion 
th a t Judge T u rne r Clement, of the 
P ittsy lvan ia  County C irc u it Court 
d isqua lify  h im se lf and have Gov
ernor James H. Price appoint an
other judge on the ground tha t the 
judge had made p re ju d ic ia l and 
legal in flam m ato ry  vemarks in  
the presence of the ju ry  panel at 
the Sept. 19 hearing. The motion 
was denied.

The defense then asked the d is
m issal of a ll members of the jury- 
panel who had attended the hear
ing on Sept. 19, but th is  m otion 
too, was turned down by the 
judge.

The defense had prev iously  con
tended tha t the re  should be a 
change of venue because the ac
cused could not get. a fa ir  t r ia l 
in  the county. To prove then- 
point they had Edmund Campion 
make an investigation of the case.

Campion, who lives in  R ich
mond. spent, considerable tim e  in 
the county to determ ine the sen
tim ent on the case. Campion tes
tified  th a t he had heard a garage 
owner o f G retna, named F ra n k lin  
say “ the damn nigger ought to be 
k ille d .”  On Sept. 25, he said he 
heard three men in  a restaurant 
in Chatham say, “ the n igg e r ought 

to get the cha ir who shot. Davis 
in  the back w h ile  he was going 
to eat his breakfast.”  Campion

are again regain ing th e ir  old con
fidence and a b ility  to resist the 
offensive of the employers.

A l l  the recent events d ic ta te  to 
the C.I.O. the stern necessity of 
re tu rn in g  to its  great unfinished 
w o rk—tem pora rily  halted by the 
loss o f the steel s tr ik e  and the 
depression o f the fa ll of 1937—of 
organ iz ing the rem a in ing  arm y of 
A m erica ’s unorganized workers. 
Loom ing in greatest im portance 
and significance is the organiza
tion  of the 150,000 automobile 
workers employed at the Ford 
M otor Co.

Ford rem ains the on ly m anu
fac tu re r of automobiles who has 
successfully obstructed the fo rm -’ 
a tion o f a union among his w o rk 
ers, recognizes and deals w ith  
no committees and has signed no 
agreement w ith  the union. Ford 
stands today as the symbol of re
action, in d u s tr ia l autocracy and 
the open shop. H is anti-un ion 
utterances have attracted na tion 
wide and world-w ide atten tion. A l
most na tu ra lly , the organization 
of the Ford plants stands as the 
necessary next step in  labor's pro
gram  of action.

C racking the Ford fortress and 
b rin g in g  the overlord of Rivet- 
Rouge to term s would have fa r 
greater significance than the mere 
num erica l enlargement of the 
United Autom obile W orkers Un
ion or of the C.I.O. Just recall 
what the s ign ing  of a union agree
ment w ith  General Motors meant, 
fo r  t ile  labor movement: how tha t 
accomplished more in one day 
than a ll the speeches and routine 
a c tiv ity  of a whole arm y of o r
ganizers in  the previous year.

The Great Job a t F o rd ’s
Organize the Ford workers, sign 

a good union contract w ith  the 
com pany!— and the G.M. v ic to ry  
w ill pale by comparison. The G.M. 
s tr ike  occurred when the mass 
production industries were s t ill 
la rge ly  unorganized and the mass 
movement fo r labor po litica l ac
tion  was almost non-existent. T ha t

explained th a t he d idn ’t know 
these persons personally.

W hile  re tu rn in g  from  D anville  
to Chatham, Sept. 26, Campion 
said he stopped at a gas station 
about fou r m iles south of Chath
am and overheard the station 
manager say “ W alle r has a ‘n ig 
ger’ law yer from  Richmond and 
a Com m unity Law yer from  C h i
cago—they ought to be lynched.” .

D u ring  the hearings Common
w ealth A t t ’y W hitehead pu t five 
state witnesses on the stand, fou r 
of whom were police, who said in 
th e ir  op in ion W a lle r could get a 
fa ir  and im p a rtia l t r ia l and tha t 
they had heard no one discuss the 
case one way o r another.

S he riff A rcher Overby, however, 
one o f the state witnesses, adm it
ted tha t a fte r lie had brought 
W a lle r back from  Ohio where he 
fled a fte r the shooting, he was 
in form ed by telephone tha t a 
lynch mob was being formed, but 
he said he had taken the ' neces
sary precaution to prevent a lynch
ing. On th is  testim ony tlie  judge 
denied the m otion of the defense 
fo r a change of venue.

Bosses on Ju ry
Law yer Stone asked the firs t 

member of the ju ry  panel when 
called, i f  lie had any land out -on 
shares and found that he did. He 
challenged the method of select
ing  members o f the ju ry  on the 
ground th a t such men would na
tu ra lly  have economic and social 
in terests opposed to those o f the 
accused and s im ila r  to  those o f 
the w h ite  em ployer-farm er and 
th a t as such W alle r could not get 
a fa ir  t r ia l and would not consti
tu tio n a lly  he tried  by his peers. 
T lie  defense made the same objec
tion  re la tive  to  o ther members of 
the ju ry  who had land out on 
shares.

Judge Clement denied the mo
tion  fo r a change of ju ry  w ith  
the rem ark tha t the hearing was 
conducted according to law  and 
not on any economic o r social 
theory.

H enry ‘Davis, a young hoy, who 
works fo r  the Davis fa m ily  and 
the on ly  eye-witness to the shoot
ing. testified tha t W a lle r and Da
vis had always got along peace
fu lly  and there seemed t.o be no 
i l l  w i l l  between them on the day 
of the shooting. W a lle r shot Da
vis fo r  no reason so fa r as he 
could see, H enry  said.

s tr ik e  electrified the workers su f
fic ien tly  to  call fo r th  m illio n s  of 
them out of ind ifference and t im 
id ity  to economic and po litica l 
life . A  successful Ford drive  
would g rip  Am erica ’s organized 
m illio ns  and h u rl them in  a new 
attack against the citadels of cap
ita lism  in a more profound man
ner than ever before. The th rea t
ened reaction on the pa rt of the 
m anufacturers would be ab rup tly  
stopped and the labor movement, 
more resolute and self-confident, 
would launch an offensive all 
along the line.

A t the M ilwaukee convention 
o f the United Autom obile W ork
ers of Am erica, held August, 1937, 
t lie  officers vied w ith  each other 
in  eloquent speeches po in tin g  to 
the necessity of o rgan iz ing  the 
Ford workers aud every one of 
the- orators pledged his undying 
support towards its  accomplish
ment. A one do lla r assessment 
was unanim ously approved by (be 
convention to finance t lie  drive. 
Im m ediate ly a fte r the convention, 
R ichard Frankensteen, union 
Vice-President, was appointed D i
rector o f the Ford D rive  and a- 
m idst much p u b lic ity  the national 
campaign was launched. Today, 
a year la ter, the campaign has 
completely bogged down; the 
Ford w orkers are s t i l l  unorgan
ized.

W ha t has been" w rong w ith  the 
Ford D riv e  launched w ith  so 
much noise and fa n fa re  a year 
ago?

W orkers W an t Union
The Ford workers know  the ne

cessity of being organized. They 
want a un ion in  th e ir  p lant. They 
want to abolish the p itiless  black
list. and the shame of the system 
of espionage. On every side they 
are surrounded by autom obile 
workers who w ork  in  union shops, 
who enjoy the protection of union 
contracts, who are represented by 
union stewards and committees. 
The autom obile workers union, 
young, v ib ra n t a ix l fu l l  o f optim-

The m ost astonish ing testim ony, 
according to defense law yer Slone, 
was given by the tw o sons of the 
v ic tim . The day a fte r the shoot
ing they said they saw th e ir  fa th 
er in a Lynchburg  hospita l fo r 
about an hour and tha t a ll he said 
was " I  am going to die. Odell 
shot me w ith o u t any cause.”

D r. R isher of a Lynchburg hos
p ita l testified tha t Davis was op
erated on at the hospita l which 
stopped thé bleeding but tha t he 
died from  a collapsed le ft lune. 
He said he couldn’t  say positive ly  
w hether death was due to the 
shooting since the collapse of the 
lung could resu lt from  other fac
tors. Under cross exam ination 
the physician testified tha t none 
of t lie  bullets had touched the vie 
t im ’s le ft  lung.

The Real S to ry
W a lle r’s m other, in  her tes ti

mony before the court, spoke of 
bad economic treatm ent o f her
self and W alle r at the hands of 
Davis.

A rch ie  W alle r, the accused 
man’s uncle, told the cou rt that 
he had gone to  the Davis fa rm  
w ith  h is nephew and had never 
heard any threats by W a lle r 
against the, v ic tim , and other de
fense witnesses made s im ila r  tes 
tim ony.

The accused man, in  sim ple an»1 
earnest words, to ld the court the 
s to ry  of his association w ith  Mr. 
Davis. 1-Ie said he began w o rk ing  
fo r  Davis in January. 1939 and 
got along u n t il the government 
reduction crop program  set in  and 
cu t his acreage. He then to ld  D a
vis he couldn’ t get along on one 
acre and asked fo r two. Davis 
said he couldn’t  give h im  two 
acres whereupon W a lle r arouhd 
A p r il 1st went to M ary land to 
work. D u rin g  his absence Davis 
evicted h is w ife  and mother.

When W a lle r returned he asked 
the w h ite  fa rm er fo r his share o f 
the wheat crap and Davis told 
h im  he could get i t  la te r. On 
W a lle r’s insistence Davis is re 
ported to have said “ H e ll no, you 
can’t have I t , ”  and reached in  his 
r ig h t pocket w h e re -W a lle r said 
he usually kept h is gun. W a lle r 
then took out hi« gun and shot 
the farm er. /

The defense ¡indicated th a t the 
case w ill be appealed and that !f  
necessary i t  w ill be carried  to the 
U. S. Supreme Court.

ism, is in  add ition  a m a jo r factor 
in  the life  o f tlie  c ity  of D e tro it. 
But the Ford workers are held 
down by long years of submission 
to a ruth less despotic power.

They know that fo r years Ford 
has successfully crushed a ll that 
would not bend to his w ill.  They 
know th a t p rac tica lly  a ll the o f
ficials of the C ity  of Dearborn are 
contro lled body and soul by the 
Ford M otor Co. They know of 
the deadly spy system in  opera
tion at h is plant and the hundreds 
o f Ford workers who have sum
m a rily  been fired out of th e ir  jobs 
for union a c tiv ity  and tHey know 
tha t a ll the hearings and tom 
foolery of the N ationa l Labor Re
la tions Board have not yet re
turned these men to w ork. The 
Ford workers have subm itted too 
long to spontaneously rise up and 
challenge the autocracy of Ford.

W hat they needed to arouse them 
out of th e ir  apathy was a de
m onstration of power from  the 
outside: a dem onstration tha t tlie  
U.A.W.A. was strong enough to 
take on Henry Ford.

In  view of a ll th is , what was 
obviously on tlie  order of the day, 
was a hurricane drive  tha t would 
catch the im agination  of tlie  Ford 
workers, sweep them in to  the un
ion in spite o f any th ing  Ford 
could do. A fte r some giant mass 
meetings tha t would bu ild  up the 
s p ir it  and morale of the workers, 
the d rive  would he brought to a 
head by the election of com m it
tees to fo rm ula te  the grievances 
o f the men; a union contract 
would be w ritte n  up embodying 
the m ain po in ts and presented 
to the management. E ve ry th ing  
favored a bold plan of th is  k ind. 
The U.A.W. was at the high water 
m ark o f its  career. T lie  auto 
workers un ion had not yet tasted 
defeat. The whole labor move
ment was on the move and De
t ro it  especially was lite ra lly  
swamped w ith  the U.A.W . mem
bers and th e ir  ac tiv ities .

W hy the D rive  Failed •
Precisely th is  boldness, th is  

conception o f a s w ift dram atic 
a ttack tha t would sweep every
th in g  before it ,  was lacking.

F irs t, tlie  organ iz ing s ta ff of the 
Ford drive  was w oefu lly  incompe
tent fo r the strenuous tasks the 
d rive  imposed. The union's ace 
organizers, men who were enthus
ed about the prospect o f p a rtic i
pa ting in  th is  great w ork shoiiUt 
have been .placed Th t lie  Ford’ o r 
ganiz ing office; instead, the Ford 
drive  was overloaded w ith  incom 
petents, pe tty maneuverers and 
opportunists. T lie  few sincere 
young men were lost completely 
in the noise, confusion and dis
order.

A t the head of the d rive  stood 
Frankensteen, inexperienced fo r 
such a d iff ic u lt  task, but con
sumed w ith  an undying am bition 
to carve out a career fo r him self. 
Even as a careerist., however, he 
did not possess tlie  im ag ination  
and tlie  sweep of though t to re
alize the vast opportun ities tha t 
the Ford drive  offered.

Secondly, there never was a' 
well-thought-out and well-defined 
plan as to how the Ford workers 
would he organized. Everyone 
went about his own way, doing 
what he though t best. Added to 
the disorganization and confusion 
was the factiona l s tr ife  tha t was 
beginning to eat away at t lie  v i
ta ls of un ion a c tiv ity . Everyone 
was anxious to prevent the oppos
in g  faction from  ge tting  the cre
d it  fo r  a successful d rive  and get
t in g  con tro l over t lie  Ford w o rk 
ers.

H ig h  P o in t Missed
The high po in t of the d rive , 

such as i t  was, was reached when 
the U.A.W. representatives were 
m ercilessly beaten by Ford serv
ice men a t the gates of ll ie 'R iv e r  
Rouge plant, in  open sight, of 
newspaper photographers and re
porters. T ha t day thousands of 
D e tro it autom obile w orkers were 
aroused to a w h ite  fu ry  at th is  
b ru ta lity ;  t lie  Ford d rive  had be
come na tiona l news and the Ford 
workers, s t ir r in g  uneasily, were 
w a tch ing  w ith  bated breath the 
next union move. I f  25,000 w o rk
ers were m obilized the next day 
to march on Dearborn, i t  is  an 
almost foregone conclusion tha t a 
real dent would have been made 
among the Ford workers and the 
Ford drive  would have been def
in ite ly  on its  way.

But the golden op po rtun ity  was 
missed. N o th ing  of any im p o rt
ance was done fo r several days. 
T lie psychological moment was 
allowed to pass by. At the end of 
the week, a dem onstra tion was 
fin a lly  organized, poorly prepared 
and poorly led. Then the Ford 
drive  again reverted to the g r in d 
ing rou tine  of collecting names, 
v is it in g  in d iv idua ls , a d rive  w ith 
out prospect and w ithout, hope.

The factiona l tigh t which flared 
up again du ring  the summer of 
th is  year pu t the fin ish in g  touch
es to w hat remained of the Ford 
Drive. Several weeks ago, the 
Ford men were chartered as a 
separate local union of the 
U.A.W.

T lie  loca l’s Executive Board, 
composed fo r the most part of

fired Ford  workers, inexperienced 
and new to un ionism , is s trug 
g ling  as v a lia n tly  as i t  can w ith  
the Herculean task dumped in to  
its  lap.

The C.I.O. is scheduled to hold 
its  firs t convention on November 
15th. Of param ount im portance 
stands of course the question of’ 
fus ing w ith  the A.F. of L. to form  
one united labor movement, in 
Am erica. The U.A.W. delegation 
should, however, insist, tha t tlie  
organization of the 150,000 w o rk 
ers employed in  the plants of the 

. Ford M otor Co. be placed on tlie  
agenda. The U.A.W . itse lf lias not 
the financia l resources at the 
present tim e, nor the experienced 
organizers, to properly launch a 
new m a jo r d r iv e  fo r  the Ford 
workers. I f  Ford is to be organ
ized now, the Other C.I.O. unions 
w ill have to put in  some real mo
ney fo r the job.

Proposals are in  order to elect 
a representative com m ittee from  
the key unions to fu rn ish  m oral 
and financial aid to  the great 
drive. It is m ost im portan t to im 
press the Ford workers th a t a 
new g igantic  e ffo rt is being made 
by the whole labor movement, in 
order to overcome the fee ling  o f 
helplessness and scepticism w hich 
has seized the Ford workers.

A  P lan o f O rgan iza tion
Then i t  is up to the U .A .W . 

to  get. in to  action. Assigned to 
the  d rive  should be a crack 
reg im ent o f field workers, who 
are inspired w ith  the determ 
ina tion  to see the Ford p lants 
organized. A t  the head o f the 
d rive  should he placed a person 
w ith  experience and au th o rity , 
a person whose presence w ill 
constitu te  a p a rtia l guarantee 
th a t the Ford d rive  w il l  th is  
tim e  proceed in  an energetic 
and serious manner.

The presidents o f a ll local 
unions in  the D e tro it area 
should be constitu ted as a spe
c ia l action and advisory com
m ittee. who w ill make the Ford 
d rive  a special order o f busi
ness in  th e ir  local unions and 
w il l  involve every active union 
member in  the g re a t union 
cam paign.

Especia lly im p o rtan t is the 
se ttin g  up o f a special Negro 
com m ittee o f prom inent Negro 
educators and leaders, who w ill 
aid the union in w inn ing  the 
good w ill and fa ith  o f the N e
gro  workers in  thé  drive  and 
its  purposes. Once the colored 
w orkers are set in  m otion a t 
the g rea t R iver Rouge p lant, 
they w ill constitu te  one o f the 
steel g irde rs  o f the Ford union 
as well as the ba tte ring  ram  to 
wards organ iz ing  the rest o f 
the Ford w orkers.

The whole d rive  m ust be 
given shape and con tinu ity  by 
the establishm ent and the reg
u la r issuance o f a weekly Ford 
D rive  B u lle tin , R E G U L A R L Y  
record ing the plans, the aims 
and the achievements o f the 
cam paign. The B u lle tin  can be
come the most e ffec tive  organ
ize r o f Ford w orkers and the 
means o f in fu s in g  the new 
membership w ith  zeal and en
thusiasm .

A s the d rive  begins to  take 
form , g ia n t mass meetings held 
in D e tro it and Dearborn w ill 
enthuse and insp ire  the g rea t 
masses o f Ford w orkers and 
w ill begin a mass recru itm en t 
o f members in to  the union. The 
cam paign can be b ro ug h t to a 
head by the election o f rank 
and file  com m ittees to  fo rm u 
la te  the grievances o f the men 
and demand a conference w ith  
H enry  Ford to  negotiate a un 
ion agreem ent.
W h ile  the campaign m ust be 

national in  scope, obviously a ll o r
ganizational w o rk  must, be cen
tered and concentrated on the 
R iver Rouge p lan t, the heart ot 
the Ford empire.

The Job M ust Be Done
As everybody knows, the best- 

la id plans arc worth less unless 
prope rly  executed. I t  is im possible 
on paper to lay out a b lu e p rin t 
fo r an organ izationa l campaign, 
especially one so d iff ic u lt and on 
such a g igan tic  scale as the Ford 
D rive.

W hat is im p ortan t, however, 
beyond th is  o r th a t detail, is to 
overcome the handicap o f the un
successful f irs t d rive  and the d is
couragement. and moods of pes
sim ism  engendered thereby.

W hat is im p o rtan t is tha t the 
Ford workers be impressed that 
th is  is not ju s t another petty in 
effectual stab but a bona fide 
large scale campaign, behind 
which a ll organized labor has 
pledged its  u n s tin tin g  support. I f  
a drive  of th is  character is 
launched, and properly carried 
through, i t  has every chance of 
success. The Ford workers can be 
organized.

W ith  the fina l smashing o f one 
of the last o f A m erica ’s open shop 
fortresses, new vistas w ill open 
up fo r the C.I.O., as fo r the labor 
movement as a whole. A success
fu l Ford D rive  w il l  unquestion
ab ly usher in  a new era fo r a ll 
organized labor in  Am erica,

Negro Condemned to Death 
For Murdering His White Boss

What O fficer 
Rule Means 
In  the Army
E d ito r :

W hen Congress passed the D ra ft  Law. I  began 
to take a ve ry  personal in te res t in  the a rm y. I t  
looked as though I ’d be one o f t lie  sheep, so I  
wanted to get a p re lim in a ry  idea o f w h a t a rm y 
li fe  would be like . Here is w h a t I  have found out 
so fa r.

The da ily  newspapers discuss a rm y  li fe  in  one 
way. They describe the physica l benefits o f m il i
ta ry  t ra in in g — guaranteed to  bu ild  good, s trong  
Am ericans. They a lw ays speak in  genera lities 
calculated to take the s tin g  out o f life .

Newspapers have to hold on to th e ir  readers 
and the re fo re  g ive us such h yp ocritica l sugar 
coating. Generals don’t. General O ’Ryan, w r it in g  
on the same sub ject in  L ife  m any years before 
the present w a r cris is , said th is  among o ther 
th ings :

“ We m ust get our men so th a t they are 
machines, and th is  can be done only as a process 
o f tra in in g . We have to  have our men tra ined  
so th a t the in fluence o f fea r is overpowered by 
the p e ril o f an uncom prom ising m il ita ry  system, 
o ften  backed up by a p is to l in  the hands o f an 
o ffice r . . .  The recru its  have to  p u t th e ir  heads 
in to  a m ilita ry  noose” .

A  p riva te  in the Am erican A rm y  hasn’t  the 
r ig h t  o f appeal. I f  h is superiors make a decision, 
th a t ’s tha t. The p riva te  m ust address his o ffice r 
in the th ird  person. When an o ffice r commands 
him  to do som ething, he does not ask, “ W hat do 
you w a n t? ”  bu t “ The o ffice r commanded me to  
do' th is ? ”  Even in these everyday fo rm s, the 
p r iva te  is made to  fee l the trem endous gap th a t 
exists between h im se lf and his officers. The p r iv 
ate may not s it  down o r re lax in his o ffice r’s 
presence unless he is pe rm itte d  to.

A  buck p r iva te  has to  c a rry  ou t a ll orders 
w ith o u t question no m a tte r how degrading he - 
m ay th in k  they are. In  peacetime, a p riva te  m ay 
be tr ie d  fo r  insubord ina tion  before a m il ita ry  
c o u rt-m a rtia l. One o ffice r pre fe rs  the charges 
against h im ; another o ffice r acts as “ defense a t
to rney.”

The p riva te  m ay even be punished w ith o u t 
cause. In peacetime or w a rtim e, a sold ier m ay be 
selected fo r  punishm ent as an example to  the 
rest. When the French troops were re tre a tin g  in 
droves du ring  the W orld  W ar, a ce rta in  number 
in  each d iv is ion  were executed in order to  te r r ify  
the rem a inder o f the troops in to  submission. ■ 
W h ile  such extrem e measures have not, as yet, 
been resorted to in  the Am erican A rm y , the 
p rinc ip le  upon which they were based is present 
in the A m erican A rm y .

The o ffice r regulates the p r iva te ’s reading 
nia te r il i i  hnd determ ines the w ay in  w h ich  -the . 
p r iv a te  m’ay use his le isure tim e. In  France, a t 
the ve ry  tim e  th a t Loon B lum  was p rem ier, the 
French soldiers were forbidden to read the paper 
published by B lu m ’s p a rty . The a rm y  officers, 
having seen the word “ socia lism ”  on its  m ast
head, were p robab ly  taken in by appearances. 
They should have known better.

In  w a rtim e , a p riva te  m ay be trans fe rre d  
fro m  one section to  another, regardless o f his 
wishes. I t  was a common practice  d u rin g  the 
W orld  W ar to send rad ica ls in to  dangerous sec
to rs  to  iso late them  fro m  the o ther s o ld ie rs . . .  
perm anently .

EXPLANATION FOR 
ARMY REGULATIONS

I t  seems to  me th a t A rm y  regu la tions can 
he explained in  three ways. F irs t,  the na ture  o f 
w a r its e lf  demands a ve ry  h igh degree o f dis
c ip line . I t  would be suicidal, fo r  example, to  have 
an a rm y  pause to  discuss its  s tra teg y  in the heat 
o f 'battle. B u t no t a ll the regu la tions are designed 
to prom ote m il ita ry  e ffic iency. Some are expres
sions o f the vast social d ifferences th a t separate 
the rank-and -file  so ld ie r fro m  the o ffice r caste. 
In  T ro ts k y ’s Red A rm y , an o ffice r was addressed 
as “ Comrade L ieu tenan t,”  “ Comrade Sergeant,”  
etc.; th a t was because the o ffice r was a com
rade, a fe llo w  w o rke r who had risen fro m  the 
ranks. In  the Am erican A rm y , however, i t  is the 
favored sons o f W est Point, the specia lly tra ined  
P la ttsb u rg  business men, who command. These 
have no th in g  in  common w ith  the buck p riva te .

A  th ird  exp lanation fo r  A rm y  regu la tions  is 
th a t the w a r which the A m erican governm ent is 
p re pa ring  w il l  no t represent the in te rests o f the 
A m erican people who w i l l  do the fig h tin g  and 
the dy ing . T h a t is w h y  the a rm y fo rb ids  the 
soldiers to  lead  those re vo lu tio n a ry  and labor 
newspapers w h ich  expose Roosevelt’s fraud u len t 

“ a n ti- fa s c is t”  pretenses.
The ve ry  na tu re  o f w ar, I  have said, makes 

i t  necessary fo r  arm ies to- be keyed to  a h igh 
p itch  o f d iscip line. There m ust be people who 
command and people who obey. B u t th is  is pos
in g  the question too abstrac tly . W ho commands 
and Who obeys ? T h a t is w ha t we w a n t to know, 
and th a t depends on w hat class is in  con tro l.

I f  the Am erican w orkers w a n t to  f ig h t a 
genuine w a r aga inst fascism , then, o f course, they 
m us t have arm s and the a b il i ty  to  use them. O f 
course, they m ust have an a rm y  un ited  by d is
cip line. B u t th is  a rm y  w i l l  be an an ti-fa sc is t 
a rm y  on ly  i f  i t  is an a rm y  contro lled by the  
m ain enemy o f the fascists, the w orkers  them 
selves and no t by the 'best fr ie n d  o f fascism , the 
rea c tion a ry  m ilita r is ts  now in  command. To p re 
pare the w ay fo r  the creation o f such an arm y, 
the w orkers  m ust demand th a t m il ita ry  t ra in 
ing- be placed under trade un ion contro l.

F ra te rn a lly , 
E U G E N E  V A R LIN

A n  inven to r in  Santa Rosa, C a lifo rn ia  has in - ' 
vented a m ousetrap from  which the b a it can’t  be; 
stolen. P robab ly b u ilt  on the lines o f the  c a p ita l
is t  system.
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A  Military Policy
We ask every reader of the SOCIALIST AP

PEAL. to take the necessary time to read carefully 
the “ Resolution on Proletarian M ilita ry  Policy” 
which we. publish on page 2 of this issue.

Our paper, we are happy to say, is read weekly 
by thousands of workers, trade union militants, 
and not a few trade union officers, who are neither 
members of our party nor do they consider them
selves in agreement with our basic outlook. They 
read our paper for its information about the labor 
movement, here and abroad, and as an expression 
of one of the tendencies in the labor movement.

We should like to ask this group of readers, 
after they have read our statement of proletarian 
military policy, to write to us and to tell us where
in they disagree with us. and what alternative they 
have to our policy. We shall be glad to publish all 
such letters from our readers, no matter how sharp
ly  they disagree with us.

In their letters, however, we should like to see 
them grapple with this key question: What shall 
the unions do to protect the interests of their mem
bers, and of the workers generally, who are induct
ed into the armed forces?

Let us all unitedly see to it that every union’s 
contracts shall provide that conscripts be rein
stated in their jobs without loss of seniority at the 
end of their term of service. Let us see that the 
conscript’s fam ily has a roof overhead and does 
not go hungry. But that is not enough; that does 
not answer the key question we have posed.

What about the conscript himself? What about 
the conditions under which he trains and lives? 
What about the powers which the officers have 
over him— powers of life and death? What about 
the danger that, under those powers, the officers 
w ill order him to fire on or to terrorize strikers, 
as the National Guard has so often done?

These are some of the questions we should like 
our readers to answer. We have an answer: W ork
ers’ control o f m ilita ry  training. We want the en
tire labor movement to fight for that; i f  a united 
working class fought for it, it  would become a 
reality.

But you don’t agree? What alternative do you 
propose, then? We welcome your letters. We w ill 
publish them, together with our answers to them.

Stalin’s "Victories"
The Nazi-Mussolini-Japan pact is of sufficient 

importance to every country and every class to re
quire lengthy discussion and analysis. It unquest- 
tionably constitutes the most important develop
ment since the fall of France, i f  not the most im
portant since the beginning of the war.

One would think, therefore, that the big press 
of the Communist Party would be filled w ith dis
cussion of the pact after it was signed last Friday. 
But no. Until Tuesday the two New York dailies 
of the Stalinists— the D aily Worker and the Frei- 
heit— had not had one word to say about it beyond 
printing the capitalist United Press reports (more 
accurately, only the most perfunctory news para
graphs from those reports).

And on Tuesday they printed the text of the 
editorial from Stalin’s organ, Prah'da. nothing else. 
On Wednesday, the story is a 5-paragraph refer
ence to an editorial in I^vestia, official govern
mental organ of Slalin.’s regime. And that’s all.

This phenomenon is worth commenting upon. 
I t  reveals once more the utterly slavish relation
ship between the Stalinist parlies and the Kremlin. 
The Communist parties, which are neither Com
munist nor parties, but mere instrumentalities of 
the Kremlin, dare not utter a wtrrd on any import
ant question until the Kremlin tells them what to 
Say. And oil all very important questions of inter

national relations the Stalinist press abroad dares 
not do anything except reprint editorials from 
Pravda and I^vestia. Browder and his associates 
are as independent of the Kremlin as a muzzled 
dog firm ly held on an unbreakable leash is inde
pendent of his master.

But that is only part of the story. One must 
first read the Pravda editorial to understand the 
bottomless degeneration of the Kremlin and its 
lackeys abroad.

In the face of universal recognition that the 
new pact represents a revival of the anti-Comin
tern pact to which the same powers were signa
tories and, moreover, a revival on a much more 
dangerous basis, including provisions for m ilitary 
collaboration of these powers; in the face of the 
fact, which everybody understands, that this pact 
means that Stalin’s pact with H itler of August, 
1939 has proved to be a trap for the Soviet Union 
— in the face of all this, Stalin’s lackeys must con
tinue to repeat that Stalin is infallible. The Pravda 
editorial concludes:

“ Further it should be understood as a confir
mation of the strength and significance of the non- 
aggression pact between the USSR and Germany 
and the non-aggression pact between the USSR 
and Ita ly.’’

The ordinary mortal, reading such brazen tripe, 
w ill undoubtedly rub his eyes to make sure he is 
reading what is actually there. How can these 
people make such gestures which no one can pos
sibly believe? the ordinary mortal w ill wonder.

But this is the Stalin school of falsification. In 
it what is not palatable to Stalin is always turned 
into its opposite. Thereby are victories invented to 
chalk up to Stalin’s credit.

Every defeat which Stalin organized and im
posed upon the workers’ parties and the masses— 
in China, in Germany, in Britain, in France, in a 
word, throughout the world, including the latest 
crisis in the Soviet Union which we describe else 
where in this issue— all these defeats are trans
formed by Stalin’s pen prostitutes into “ victories."

L-el us hope and let us work to see to it that 
before it is too late, before he carries the Soviet 
Union over the abyss into total destruction, before 
he destroys the remaining sections of the organized 
working class, the Communist workers come to 
realize that Stalin and the Kremlin clique and its 
lackeys are the most dangerous obstacle in the way 
of the working class. The road that Stalin points 
is always the road of defeats. He w ill go down in 
history w ith the name which Trotsky branded him 
w ith : “ organizer of defeats,"

S W O C  "Leadership"
On Friday, September 13, a spontaneous walk

out took place in the Bethlehem Steel plant at 
Lackawanna, near Buffalo, New York. Most of the 
men in the ore dock, blast furnace and coke ovens 
downed tools; by Saturday morning 4,000. men 
w-fcre out. The immediate occasion for the walkout 
was company discrimination against two union 
men, one a Negro and one a white foreman, re
duced to a laborer’s job because of union activity. 
But of course this was the last of a long series of 
grievances, the sheer accumulation of which led to 
such an explosion as a completely spontaneous 
walkout.

We wish to underline that the walkout was 
unauthorized, ’and never became an official action 
of the Steel Workers Organizing Committee. As a 
consequence, the less m ilitant CIO members re
mained on the job in the blast furnace; and the 
union men in the rest of the plant were still await
ing the strike call from the S.W.O.C. W ith the ex
ception of a few knots of men, there was no picket 
line. A fter work those who had stayed at work were 
loud, in the neighboring saloons, in their self-jus
tification that there had been no official sanction 
of the action by the union. And there hadn’t been.

Nathan Cowan, S.W.O.C. sub-regional director, 
addressed a mass meeting of the strikers that F ri
day night in Croatian Hall in Buffalo. He was re
ported by the press as saying and he didn’t deny 
it, that “ there had been no strike called by the CIO 
— the CIO calls a strike only as a last resort to ob
tain the legal rights of the men.”

Well, in spite of all this, the sheer scope of the 
spontaneous walkout made the company think 
twice about getting tough at this moment, and the 
company beat a retreat on the specific grievance 
which caused the walkout; and since then the com
pany has been careful not to rouse the men too 
much.

So, having laid back in the bushes and waited 
to see what would happen, the CIO leadership is 
now prepared to take the credit for whatever im
provements have come about in Lackawanna. Un
der the heading, “ CIO strike Changes Bethlehem” , 
the CIO Mews of October I (which is the first issue 
which recognizes that anything has been happen
ing up there) proudly reports: “ The Bethlehem 
Steel Corp. has been settling grievances regularly 
with a delegation of the SWOC since the recent 
one-day strike of 4,000 workers.”  And so on in
cluding a boastful statement by the same Nathan 
Cowan that wouldn’t O.K. the strike.

Every labor skate is perfectly ready to take 
credit for a strike if  it is successful, after i t ’s over. 
That’s what happened in this minor incident in 
Bethlehem’s Lackawanna plant.

But organise the strike? Really prepare the 
strike? Really carry it out? That, Mr. Cowan and 
his superiors, Messrs. Phillip Murray and John 
L.. Lewis, aren’t doing much of. and especially 
these days when the patriotic ballyhoo has them 
running for cover.

The end result is that the workers at the Lacka
wanna plant had to expend the same amount of 
courage and energy to win a picayune grievance 
that, had that courage and energy been combined 
with official action by the union and a little  cour
age on the part of the SWOC heads, would have 
won from Bethlehem a contract covering the en
tire field of wages and working conditions.

The New Purge In The 
Soviet Union

Extends Once More Into Industry As a New 
Caste of Generals Is Created By Stalin

By JO H N  G. W R IG H T
(T h is  is the fo u rth  o f a series o f a rtic les  

on the present cris is  in  the Soviet U n ion )
The 1940 purge penetrated by the end o f Ju ly  

and the f irs t week in A ugust— la te r issues o f 
Soviet papers haven’t  a rrived— in to  fo u r  Com
m issa ria ts : The Ship B u ild ing  Indus try , E le c tr i
cal Indus try , N on-Ferrous M e ta llu rg y , and the 
O il Indus try .

In  the f irs t  two, on ly  the deputies o f the 
People’s Com m issar and the members o f the Col
legium  have been purged to date. In  the Com
m issa ria t o f N on-Ferrous M e ta llu rg y , the  
People’s Com m issar- Sam okhvalov was removed 
toge the r w ith  his deputies. In  the case o f the 
C om m issariat o f the O il In d u s try , the personage 
lopped o f f  was none other than L . Kaganovich. 
S ta lin ’s own “ Iro n  Com m issar” , “ Chief T roub le 
Shooter,”  etc.

In  the People’s Com m issariat o f W ar, m atte rs  
have progressed several stages beyond the in i
t ia l and p re pa ra to ry  move made several weeks 
ago: the replacem ent o f V orosh ilov  toy T im o 
shenko. M arsha l Shaposhnikov has been re tire d  
( “ i l l  hea lth ” ) fro m  h is  post and General K . A . 
M eretskov appointed in  his place as head o f the 
General S ta ff.

M arshal Budenny, the th ird  o f the three M a r
shals who survived the 1938 purge has been re 
lieved o f his post as Commander o f the Moscow 
M il ita ry  D is tr ic t.

Zhdanov has been removed fro m  his position 
as c î ic f  o f the D epartm ent o f P a rty  P ropagan
da and now occupies the decorative position o f 
“ supervisor” .

MOLOTOV IS SURROUNDED
W ith  Kaganovich, Zhdanov, Budenny and V o

rosh ilov  sk idd ing to ob liv ion, the question na
tu ra lly  arises: Is  M olotov im m une?

W ith in  the recent weeks S ta lin  has surround
ed his Chairm an o f the Council o f People’s Com
m issars w ith  three brand new deputies: V oro 
shilov, V ysh insky and M ekhlis. Voroshilov, as is 
w e ll known, was kicked upsta irs  fo r  the tim e 
being which expla ins his presence on the prem is
es. B u t the prom otion o f V ysh insky and M ekh lis?

The whole w o rld  is fa m il ia r  w ith  the character 
and ro le  o f Vysh insky, the Prosecutor o f the  in 
famous Moscow T ria ls : M ekh lis  is no t so w e ll 
known outside o f the Soviet Union. He f irs t  took 
his orders d irect fro m  S ta lin  in  the capacity  o f 
personal secretary. S ta lin  then prom oted h im  to 
the ed ito rsh ip  o f the Pravda. When S ta lin  under
took the purge o f the Red A rm y , the m an he 
selected, as head OF the A rm y ’s P o lit ic a l D epa rt
ment in  place o f the executed G am arn ik, was 
th is  same M ekh lis  who upon d irec t orders fro m  
S ta lin  massacred the flo w e r o f the Red A rm y  
(the estim ate o f v ic tim s ranges fro m  20-40,000). 
In  A ugust o f th is  year. S ta lin  decided th a t the 
job  in the Red A rm y  had been completed. In  June 
came the appo intm ent o f more than a thousand 
new generals; in A ug ust the undivided au
th o r ity  o f the o ffice r corps was restored and the 
P o litica l D epartm ent abolished a ltoge ther.

B u t M ekh lis  was no t abolished. S ta lin  p ro 
moted him  to tw o posts: M olotov ’s deputy in  the 
Council o f People’s Commissars, and head o f the 
new ly  created S tate Contro l Commission. Nobody 
knows as ye t ju s t w h a t are the powers and fun c 
tions o f th is  new Commission. B u t the mere fa c t 
th a t M ekh lis heads i t  cannot fa i l  to  arouse u n 
published though ts  in M o lo tov ’s head. No! W ith  
such three deputies M olotov can ha rd ly  be classi
fied among those whom the insurance companies 
designate as “ good r is k .”

RED ARMY  “ RE ORGANIZED”
The a rm y  is the  quintessence o f  a regim e. 

“ The a rm y  is a copy o f society and su ffe rs  from  
a ll its  diseases, usua lly  a t a h igh e r tem pe ra tu re " 
(T ro ts k y ). How is the in te rn a l c ris is  o f the 
S ta lin  reg im e m irro red  in the a rm y?

The tra n s fe r o f  Voroshilov, the s h ift  o f B u
denny, the replacem ent o f Shaposhnikov, the abo
lit io n  o f the P o litica l D epartm ent in the A rm y , 
the res to ra tion  o f undivided a u th o r ity  o f the o f
ficers’ corps, has been supplemented by the ap
po in tm ent o f hundreds o f A dm ira ls  and Generals. 
The new office rs ’ corps has (been raised to C zaris t 
splendor. T itle s  abhorred by the Russian masses 
as the ve ry  symbols o f the C zaris t autocracy have 
been legalized by ukase.

The appointm ents in  the N a vy  include:
R A N K  No.
A dm ira ls  .........      3
Vice A dm ira ls  ................    8
Rear A dm ira ls  ....................      63
L ieu tenan t Generals ............................  4
M a jo r Generals .........................    30

T o ta l: 108

The appointm ents in  the A rm y  are as fo llow s : 
R A N K  No.
Generals .........................  3
Colonel Generals ....................................  7
L ieu tenant’ Generals 1............................  116
M a jo r Generals .........................   827

T o ta l: 953
O f-th e  thousand-odd appointees in the  A rm y  

and N avy no t a s ingle one, to  our knowledge, 
played a ro le o f even tenth-irate im portance c ithe r 
in the October revo lu tion  or the C iv il W ar. M any 
o f them , as, appears fro m  the photographs ca r
ried  by Pravda in issue a fte r  issue in  June, are 
youngsters; m ost o f them  are in  th e ir  th ir t ie s  o r 
ea rly  fo rtie s . They are m£n o f the S ta lin is t con
sc rip tion ; they  owe eve ry th ing  to S ta lin . The 
same th in g  applies (o the low er o ffice r ranks.

O f the three fu ll-jfledged Generals a t the apex 
o f th is  new ly  appointed m il ita ry  h ie ra rchy on ly 
one, I .  V . Tulenev, ijs cred ited w ith  a C iv il W ar

record. Th is nonen tity  is now provided w ith  a 
synthetic  record: “ one o f those who helped forge 
the F irs t  C ava lry  Corps.”  H is subsequent achieve
ments are on the same level as these forged C iv il 
W ar credentia ls: He pa rtic ipa ted  in  the “ eman
c ipa to ry  advance in to  W estern U k ra in e ”  in  1939.

One o f his colleagues, G. K . Zhukov, reported
ly  played an im p o rta n t ro le in  the clashes w ith  
the Japanese on the M anchurian and O uter M on
go lian  borders. The other, K . A . M eretskov, the 
Commander o f the Len ingrad  M il i ta ry  D is tr ic t, 
fe l l  in to  disrepute last w in te r d u rin g  the dismal 
fa ilu re  o f the f irs t  o ffensive aga inst F in land and 
is now acclaimed as the hero o f the “ break 
th rough  the M annerheim  lin e ’’ (P ravda, June 5). 
M eretskov is the new head o f the General S ta ff.

PREPARING A 
MILITARY DICTATORSHIP?

Pravda expla ined the appo in tm ent o f th is  
ve ritab le  a rm y o f Generals as in tend ing  to “ ele
vate the a u th o r ity  o f ou r commanding s ta ff,  and 
s t i l l  fu r th e r  to  re in force the complete a u th o rity  
o f a rm y  commanders.”  (Idem ).

The aim pursued by S ta lin  is, by g iv in g  a new 
social w e igh t to  the  sum m its o f a h iera rch ica l 
m il ita ry  caste, to  bind the Generals to h im self.

W hen the news o f V orosh ilov ’s rem oval as 
Com m issar o f W a r was f irs t  reported, we con
cluded th a t “ S ta lin  is s tak in g  eve ry th in g  on t lif t 
new o ffice rs ’ caste w h ich now acquires an enor
mous specific w e igh t, and a degree o f power and 
independence never before a tta ined by the Soviet 
o ffice rs ’ corps, and th is — under w a r-tim e  con
d itio n s ”  (S oc ia lis t Appeal. M ay 18, 1940). Th is 
has (been corroborated by S ta lin ’s la tes t moves. 
In  the l ig h t  o f these developments, the question 
now poses its e lf :  Is S ta lin  p repa ring  the ground 
fo r  a m ilita ry  d ic ta to rsh ip?

THE PURGE IN INDUSTRY
The ad m in is tra tive  personnel o f the Soviet 

in d u s try  is confronted w ith  a fa te  s im ila r to  th a t 
su ffe red  by the personnel o f the trade union bu
reaucracy. They are being purged much in  tho 
same m anner as were the trade unions. Indus try , 
too, i t  is now declared, has been opera ting  in an 
“ o ffice-bureaucra tic m anner” , w ith  vas t padded 
s ta ffs , embezzlements, g ra ft,  etc. etc.

The complete p ic tu re  as depicted by S ta lin ’s 
own press and on S ta lin ’s own orders is no t yet 
ava ilable to  us— the papers haven’t  “ a rr iv e d " 
ye t— b u t we are in  position to  sketch the back
ground.

Pashin, the People’s Com m issar o f the Mach
in e -B u ild ing  Ind us try , in  his “ exposure”  o f the 
office -bureaucra tic  w ay  in  w h ich  his p a rtic u la r 
Com m issaria t has been function ing , revealed th a t 
according to  o ffic ia l com putations “ the centra l 
office o f (h is ) Peopje’s C om m issaria t has issued 
40,000 d iffe re n t orders, regu la tions and directives 
in  the space o f a s ingle year.”  Th is represents, 
so to  speak, the volum e o f export. The in flow  
fro m  the m ain departm ents under th is  centra l 
office amounted to “ more than 180,000 various 
ins truc tions  w h ich a rrived  by m a il”  (Pravda, 
June 15).

W hy  th is  deluge? W ho w rite s  these le tte rs?  
Pravda rep lies: “ People who are a fra id  o f res
p o n s ib ility ; people who seek to  insure themselves 
aga inst any contingency w ith  a ll k inds o f docu
m en ta ry  a lib is .”

On J u ly  10th the K re m lin  issued a ukase p ro 
h ib it in g  the “ production o f defective goods”  by 
the Soviet in du s try . “ I t  is a crim e equiva lent to 
w reck ing ,”  reads the ukase. The d irectors, the 
ch ie f engineers and the heads o f technical con
tro l are held d ire c tly  responsible fo r  the qu a lity  
o f m anufactured goods,, machines, ou tpu t o f coal 
and m etal mines, etc. The crim e is punishable by 
prison term s o f five to  e ig h t years.

W ha t a com m entary on the q u a lity  o f Soviet 
in d u s tr ia l production!

’ There is ha rd ly  a p la n t in  the Soviet Union 
today whose d irectors, engineers, etc., would not 
im m ed ia te ly  be liab le  under the law . Thus, i t  
provides the  m ost convenient fo rm u la  fo r  the 
purge. W ith  th is  decree as a w h ip  over the “ tech
nica l cadre”  S ta lin  hopes to supp ly  the necessary 
quota o f scapegoats.

Several tr ia ls  have a lready been held and a 
num ber o f ad m in is tra to rs  and engineers arc a l
ready serv ing  th e ir  p rison  te rm s. The reason 
g iven fo r  the “ dem otion”  o f Samokhvalov, fo rm er 
People’s Com m issar o f N on-Ferrous M e ta llu rg y , 
was th a t he had allowed “ v io la tions o f fixed 
standards and the w orsen ing o f the q u a lity  o f 
certa in  fo rm s  o f production”  (Izves tia , J u ly  10).

The im m ediate e ffects c f  th is  decree, as P ra v 
da its e lf  was compelled to  repo rt, were th a t m any 
fac to ries  ac tua lly  shut down; machine p lan ts  d id  
no t produce a s ing le  m achine; d irectors o f coal 
mines ins tructed  th a t th e ir  im pure d a ily  ou tput 
be stored in  warehouses. (P ravda, J u ly  13).

DO Y O U  W A N T  TO  H E L P  Y O U R  F E L L O W -  

W O R K ER S U N D E R S T A N D  T H E  W O R LD  

S IT U A T IO N  T O D A Y ?  Y E S !

•

Buy a  bundle of

"THE IMPERIALIST WAR 
and the

Proletarian World Revolution"

and d is tr ib u te  i t  am ong them.

Pivert Swaps 
Courtesies With
Gen. De Gaulle

«. _____________

B y J. G E R LA N D
On June 25, Marceau P ive rt, em igre leader o f the 

F rench “ S ocia lis t P a rty  o f W orkers and Peasants”  
(PSO P) w ro te  a le tte r  to  General De Gaulle, ch ie f 
o f “ fre e ”  France in  London. A f te r  hearing  the voice 
o f the General on the rad io , P iv e rt could n o t resist 
the call, and o ffe red  to en ro ll in the troops o f De 
Gaulle, his on ly  s tipu la tion  being to  be assigned to  
a special m ission: “ revo lu tiona ry ”  propaganda ad
dressed to  the German p ro le ta ria t.

In  order to  ju s t i fy  his en lis tm ent, P iv e r t cites the 
case o f a French m onarch ist who offe red his technical 
knowledge to  Lenin to  c a rry  on the s trugg le  aga inst 
the Germans. T h a t a bourgeois fo rge ts  fo r  a m inu te  
the class borders in  view  o f w h a t he considers h is 
na tiona l in terest, is indeed an exception ra re  enough 
to  bo w o rth  w h ile  m ention ing . F o rtified  by th is  ep i
sodic, exceptional example, P iv e rt o ffe rs  General De 
Gaulle the partic les o f “ revo lu tiona ry  dynam ite ”  th a t 
he th in ks  he possesses. Tor make h im se lf m ore con
v inc ing. he declares w h ile  presenting his merchandise: 
“ Perhaps i t  won’t  leave you in d iffe re n t.”  P iv e r t on ly 
fo rge ts  th a t revo lu tiona ry  “ dynam ite ,”  the genuine 
k ind, and not its  cen tris t coun te rfe it, cannot be ped
dled re ta il, fro m  door to do-or, yesterday to Leon 
B lum , today to  De Gaulle.

P iv e rt te lls  us th a t his a im  is to  “ make an a t
tem p t o f a p o litica l character aga inst the to ta lita r ia n  
powers.”  And as C h urch ill and De Gaulle “ have not 
the s ligh te s t a u th o r ity  to  take charge o f th is  p ropa
ganda," he comes to  th e ir  help, he P ive rt, who knows 
how these th in gs  are done, and b rings them  h is “ re 
vo lu tio na ry  dynam ite ” . Here, c learly , is the cyn ica l 
b lue p rin t o f the socia l-pa trio ts , always ready to con
sider the revo lu tiona ry  energy o f the w orkers as a 
subs id ia ry  force which has to be chained to  the char
io t o f e ithe r o f the im p e ria lis t bandits.

THE STALINISTS TRIED THIS TOO
Perhaps P ive rt, w ith  his so “ acute sense o f re a l

ity , ”  hopes to  “ use”  De G aulle as a tem po ra ry  in 
s trum en t o f re vo lu tio n a ry  propaganda. W c know the 
outcome o f the mode, so dear to the S ta lin is t rascals 
in the la s t years, to  “ use”  some broken reeds o f im 
peria lism . As fo r  Do Gaulle, P iv e rt asks h im  to  spread 
the m an ifesto o f the c e n tris t agency, the In te rn a tio n 
al ( ! )  W orkers  (? )  F ro n t, by a ll the means a t the 
disposal o f the General.

W ha t can thèse means be? Lea fle ts  th row n  from  
B r it is h  bom bing planes, appeals in German over the 
E ng lish  rad io . I t  is assured beforehand th a t the Ger
man w orkers w i l l  rem a in  deaf to th is  propaganda, 
R evo lu tionary  “ dynam ite ,”  th a t is to  say p ro le ta rian  
propaganda, is a fo rm id a b ly  pow erfu l explosive mat« 
te r, but a fra g ile  one. I f  one drop o f chauv in is t poison 
dampens it, th is  dynam ite  im m edia te ly  loses a ll o f its  
explosive force. One na tiona lism  cannot be d is in teg 
ra ted by opposing to  i t  an adu lte ra ted in te rn a tio n a l
ism which be^rs the m ark  o f another na tiona lism . I f  
P iv e rt should obtain some “ p ra c tica l”  possib ilities 
fro m  De Gaulle, he would Ib ring  to the German w o rk 
ers no th ing  bu t an ersatz (sub s titu te ) o f in te rn a 
tiona lism . th a t is to  say, the m ost m a lign an t fo rm  o f 
chauv in is t poison. P iv e r t ’s appeals, spread w ith  the 
help o f De G au lle -C hurch ill, would be an excellent 
weapon in  H it le r ’s hands to  denounce the collusion 
o f the re vo lu tio n a ry  forces and fo re ign  im peria lism . 
P iv e rt would place the grea test obstacle in  the way 
o f the genuine German p ro le ta rian  propaganda.

F in a lly , P iv e rt p a tie n tly  exp la ins to  De Gaulle, 
probably in  order th a t he repeat i t  to  his fr ie n d  
C hurch ill, w ha t the rea l po licy o f B r it is h  im peria lism  
should be in order to  w in  the w ar. I t  should g ra n t a 
few  dem ocratic re fo rm s  to its  colon ia l slaves, and 
these would support i t  h e a rtily  in its  s trugg le  against 
H it le r  and M ussolin i. And he who preaches such tw a d 
dle calls h im se lf a “ revo lu tiona ry  m il ita n t” ! B e tte r 
th a t he take the t it le  o f K in g ’s counsellor in  colonial 
a ffa irs . However, he is so embarrassed p lay in g  th is  
ro le th a t he declares th a t his com m unication “ runs the 
r is k  o f being m isunderstood.”  I t ’s re a lly  a g reat 
p ity  th a t C h u rch ill cannot a tta in  an “ understand ing”  
o f P iv e rt ’s views.

DE GAULLE'S “ FREE”  COLONIES
The character o f General De G aulle ’s o rgan iza tion  

appears m ost c lea rly  in the question o f the colonies. 
Before the defeat, France had a colon ia l em pire o f 
s ix ty  m illio n  men, th a t is to say, th a t fo r  every two 
Frenchm en there were three colon ia l slaves subm itted 
to  the most rapacious economic exp lo ita tion  and to the 
m ost b ru ta l po litica l oppression. Th is was the basis 
o f the im p e ria lis t “ democracy.”

Since the m il ita ry  collapse some colonies have 
ra llie d  to Do Gaulle, leader o f “ fre e ”  France. E xac tly  
w h a t does th is  “ rebe llion”  mean? W ould i t  be the 
em ancipation o f the  natives? Cables published in  the 
bourgeois press soon give us the key to the m ystery. 
The B r it is h  fle e t is b lockading the coasts o f French 
colonies, com m ercial re la tions w ith  the m étropole be
come im possible, thus the im p e ria lis t clique in  each 
colony finds its e lf  obliged to  look fo r  another “ m other
land ,”  and tu rns  its  eyes tow ards London, tom orrow  
tow ards New Y ork . T h is  em ancipation is b u t a change 
o f address in  the m ail o f the w h ite  slave-holders.

A  s t i l l  lum inous s ta r a ttra c ts  to its  o rb it  f r a g 
ments o f extingu ished stars. So Dc Gaulle’s o rgan iza
tion , debris o f F rench im peria lism , has come to  g ra v i
ta te  around London and m ay g ra v ita te  tom orrow  
around W ashington. T h is  is a ve ry  c lear phenomenon 
o f the mechanics o f im peria lism . B u t w h a t can we 
th in k  o f the “ revo lu tiona ry  m il ita n t” , w a n tin g  to  do 
“ w h a t Len in  did in 1917,”  pa rtisan  o f the  “ revo lu 
tio n a ry  fra te rn iz a tio n .”  etc., etc., w h ich  comes to 
teach th is  debris o f F rench im p eria lism  how he can 
d raw  from  the colonies “ his real reserves o f p o litica l 
p ro jec tiles ” ? W h a t an in fam ous r^Je!

The c e n tris t is always ready to  in to x ica te  h im 
se lf w ith  rad ica l phrases: p ro le ta ria n  revo lu tion , re 
vo lu tio n a ry  defeatism , etc. T h a t does n o t cost h im  
ve ry  much. B u t a t the f irs t  occasion he sinks up to  
h is knees in the swamp o f soc ia l-pa trio tism . F o r m any 
years P iv e r t tr ied  to teach Leon B lum  how to  make 
the p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion , u n t il B lum  f in a lly  bored 
by th is  cha tte ring , showed him  the door. Today P iv 
e rt, in  quest o f another woruld-be pu p il, finds De 
Gaulle and prepares to give h im  a few  lessons in  the 
method o f em ancipating colonies and succeeding thus 
in  beating H itle r .

September 13, 1940.


