
False Passport of the Assassin of Leon Trotsky Traced To G P U
I t  Belonged To A Loyalist \ 
Soldier In  Spanish W ar

(Special to Social ist Appeal)  13, 1905, Babich used th is
M E X IC O  C IT Y , Oct. 7— passport when he w ent to

S ta lin ’s GPU passport-fo rg ing  
fa c to ry  supplied the false 
passport w ith  which “ pVank 
Jacson” , the assassin o f T ro t­
sky, came to  th is  continent, 
the M exican governm ent’s in ­
vestiga tion  has revealed.

Jacson used one o f the many 
passports wh ich S ta lin ’s GPU 
t o o k  from  Am erican and 
Canadian volunteers who en­
lis ted  in the Lo ya lis t a rm y in 
Spain. Taken from  the vo lun­
teers in  the course o f th e ir  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  to  Spain 
t h r o u g h  S ta lin is t-con tro lled  
channels, the passports were 
then sent in d ip lom atic  pouch­
es to  the USSR from  Spain. 
W a lte r K r iv its k y , fo rm e r head 
o f the Soviet secret service in 
W estern Europe, has to ld  how 
bundles o f these . passports 
came to Moscow in  every m ail 
du ring  th a t period. There, in 
the  hands o f the  m ost skilled 
passport fo rge rs  in  the w orld  
the  passports underwent the 
necessary a lte ra tions to  make 
them  usable by GPU agents.

The one which the GPU a l­
tered fo r  Jacson’s use was 
o r ig in a lly  issued by the Canad­
ia n  au tho rities  to Tony Babich, 
resident o f Canada and a na­
tu ra lized  B r it is h  subject, borr 
a t Lovinac, Yugoslavia , June

Spain, where he fo u g h t in  the 
L o y a lis t a rm y. On M ay 12, 
1939 the Spanish government 
issued a death ce rtifica te  fo i 
Tony Babich.

B u t Babich’s p a s s p o r t ,  
m eanwhile, was s k il l fu l ly  a l­
tered in-M oscow . The name o f 
Tony Babich was erased and 
the name o f P rank  Jacson put 
in  instead. The photograph of 
the dead man was removed 
and replaced by th a t o f the f 
man who had been assigned to 
m urder T ro tsky .

The assassin tho ugh t th a t he 
had prevented the poss ib ility  
nf tra c in g  his passport back 
to  the GPU fo rg in g  fac to ry  
from  which i t  came. He to ld  
the judge he had burned the 
passport along w ith  his other 
personal papers, before he 
went to  Coyoacan the day of 
Ihe m urder. The bu rn ing  o f 
the passport was in  its e lf  a 
confession th a t Jacson was 
fe a rfu l th a t governm ent ex­
perts would trace the passpor' 
back to  those who fa ls ified  it .

However, the M exican au­
th o ritie s  have been able to 
trace the passport back to its  
source, and thus to  establish 
another irre fu ta b le  p roof tha t 

, the m urderer o f T ro tsky  is an 
agent o f S ta lin ’s GPU.
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FOR MILITARY TRAINING- 
UNDER CONTROL OF UN ONS !

Another Stalinist Jailed 
For Attack on Leon Trotsky

M EXICO  C ITY , Oct. 5— David 
A lfa ro  Siqueiros, sought by the 
police since June as the leader of 
the machine-gun band which made 
the assassination attem pt against 
T ro ts k y  on M ay 24, was captured 
yesterday m orn ing.
. He was h id in g  out on a ranch 
In  the state of Jalisco. He had 
grown a beard and mustache and 
was dressed lik e  a typ ica l ran- 
chero.

From  h id ing , d u rin g  the last 
months, he had sent fou r le tte rs 
to  the press, ju s tify in g  the attem pt 
to m urder Trofaky.

To the police , upon h is a rre s t 
ho made, .the.-folfawiRgn ateteaMm*, 
concern ing the M ay  24th a ttack : 

“ F irs t— I  w ill dem onstrate 
th a t i t  deals w ith  a crim e o f 
p o litica l order, and no t aga inst 
common law.

“ Second— tha t i t  deals w ith  
the  transgressions o f revo lu­
tionaries  aga inst counter-revo­
lu tionaries .

“ T h ird — th a t i t  deals w ith  
the  transgressions o f revo lu ­
tiona ries  aga inst a general 
headquarters o f reactionaries, 
to le ra ted ille g a lly  by the Gov­
ernm ent o f Mexico, and

“ F o u rth — th a t i t  deals w ith  a

transgression independent o f 
a ll organ izations, in te rna tiona l 
o r na tiona l.”
I t  is clear from  th is  statement 

that. S iqueiros w ill center his ef­
fo rts  on a ttem p ting  to l i f t  the 
blame from  the Com m unist Party 
and S ta lin 's  GPU, and p a rtic u la r­
ly  a ttem pt to absolve David Ser­
rano, a member o f the P o litica l 
B uro  of the Com m unist P arty, who 
has been in  prison fo r th is  crim e 
since June. S iqueiros w i l l  seek 
to pose, a t one and the same tim e, 
as a S ta lin is t in  ideology but in 
no way connected w ith  the S tal­
in is t organizations.

In  h is last in te rv ie w  w ith  tlm  
T i‘es#-1iefbTC,^l5^eathT''frbtglty  
warned th a t Siqueiros, i f  seized, 
would attem pt to pose as a "T ro t­
sky is t”  who became disgusted 
w ith  T ro tsky— the same GPU fo r­
m ula which the assassin, Jacson, 
la te r used.

S iqueiros’ s ta tem ent w i l l  be made 
m a in ly  fo r in te rna tiona l consump­
tion , fo r  in Mexico itse lf any a t­
tem pt by h im  to pose as a non 
S ta lin is t is  s im p ly  laughable. He 
has been a well-know n figure in 
the S ta lin is t movement fo r  many 
years, is president o f the -S ta lin is t 
Spanish c iv i l w a r veterans’ organ­
iza tion , and was a "m a jo r”  in  a 
S ta lin is t ba tta lion  in  Spain.

Local 544 Defeats 
Anti-Union Suit

O N  THE W AR FRONTS
by  G EORGE S TE R N

(T h is  column was fo rm e rly  
en titled  “ Behind the Lines.”  
E ve ry  succeeding day, however 
has rendered th a t t i t le  more 
and more archaic. The f ro n t 
lines are everywhere. M odern 
technology has rendered mean­
ingless the  d is tinc tion  between 
the w orker in the  w ar indus­
tr ie s — which now means a ll in ­
d u s try — and the w o rke r who 
operates the products o f those 
industries. W hich countries arc 
a t peace and which at war? 
One can speak on ly o f the ex­
te n t o f p a rtic ip a tio n  in  the w ar 
a t any given moment. Hence 
the new t it le  fo r  th is  column. 
— E D IT O R S )

S ignature of the Rome-Berlin- 
Tokyo alliance was followed last 
week by fresh Anglo-Am erican ef­
fo rts  to woo the U.S.S.R. in to  a 
new w ar com bination. G reat B r it ­
a in  announced the B urm a Road 
would be re-opened on Oct. 18 
and Ivan  Maisky, Soviet ambas­
sador in  London, was approached 
w ith  a proposal tha t the Soviet 
Union buy B r it is h  rubber and 
o ther goods and pay fo r i t  w ith  
arm s fo r China. S im ultaneously in 
W ashington Summer Welles ca ll­
ed in  Soviet Ambassador Oilman- 
sky  fo r a ta lk  along s im ila r lines. 
S te inha rd t, U. S. ambassador in 
Moscow, went to set? Foreign Com­
m issar M olotov presumably fo r the 
game purpose.

S ta lin  w ill probably lean enough 
over toward the Anglo-Am erican 
side to secure more speedy pay­
m ent to h im  frfim  the A x is  fo r 
h is  acquiescence in the new a l l i ­
ance set-up. A  TASS London re­
p o rt on Oct. 5, suddenly in troduc­
in g  a fr ie n d ly  tone about the par­
tic ip a tio n  of B r it is h  workers in  
J îr it is h  defense, wa3 undoubtedly

pa rt of the leaning process. But 
S ta lin  w ill not lean too fa r. The 
en try  o f German troops in to  Ru­
m ania on Oct. 8 opened up the 
prospect o f establishment of Ger­
man forces on the Black Sea and 
offered direct and clear w arn ing 
to S ta lin  to stay w ith in  the res­
ervation.

The w in te r campaign soon te 
open in  the M editerranean and the 
Near East w ill doubtless reveal 
w hat new p a rt of the reservation 
is to be tem po ra rily  opened to 
S ta lin  as part of the A x is  strategy 
ot dealing w ith  f irs t th ings first.

In  the U . S. the new A x is  
a lliance has produced a new 
and notable frankness, both o f ­
fic ia l and uno ffic ia l. Secretary 
o f the N avy K nox in  a speech 
at. W ashington on Oct. 5 said: 
“ An adequate N avy a t th is  tim e 
demands tha t we be able to  
meet enemies fa r  from  our own 
shores and defeat them in  both 
oceans, sim ultaneously i f  neces­
sary .”  Col. F rede rick  Palmer, a 
m il ita ry  expert w r it in g  in the 
N . Y . T imes, said on Oct. 6: 
“ There are signs th a t we no 
longer shall have to  depend 
upon the false scare o f  a land 
invasion to arouse our people 
to  the need o f preparedness.. .  
O ur arm y . . .  w il l be freed o f a 
lo t o f m otion fo r  public e ffect, 
which w ill be waste when war 
comes . . .  The best, defense is 
the offensive and the a b ility  to 
m a in ta in  i t  u n til v ic to ry  is 
ours.”
Jn other words, we are now told 

tha t the country has been deliber 
ate ly prepared by “ false scares” 
to r the real th in g : i. e. prepar­
ation of th is  country fo r  an offens­
ive w ar iu  the fu tu re .

T h is  W ednesday over five m illio n  men m ust 
re g is te r fo r  conscrip tion. T h a t day should be a 
solemn day fo r  the masses o f th is  nation . I t  
should be a day o f hard th in k in g  about the  fu tu re . 
F o r m ost o f those five  m illio n  who are able- 
bodied know, o r they should know, th a t they are 
fa ted  to undergo t ra in in g  in  the use o f arm s— 
and they  w i l l  use those arm s in ba ttle . T h a t is 
a lready determ ined, the die is cast. O n ly  pacifis t 
foo ls can long delude themselves th a t i t  is no t so.

A bout a m illio n  o f those men w il l  undergo 
m il ita ry  tra in in g  th is  year, another m illio n  next 
year, and so on fo r  five years. F ive  m illio n  tra ined  
sold iers! B u t th a t s taggering  though t m ere ly  re ­
cords the governm ent’s adm itted program . W hat 
are those men being tra ined  fo r, w h a t are fifteen  
b illions  o f do lla rs a lready appropria ted fo r?  N o t 
fo r  dress parades and to  stock museums w ith  
specimens o f a rm am en t! These men and a rm a­
ments w i l l  be used, make no m istake about it .  
T ha t is a lready a settled question.

Some pac ifis t daydreamers, some voices o f 
yesterday like  the N orm an Thomas “ socia lists” , 
and the s in is te r puppets o f S ta lin  lik e  Brow der, 
jo in  in a chorus to  call fo r  repeal o f the conscrip­
tion  law. A nd w ha t do they  propose to  take its  
place? N o th ing . In  o ther words, the y  adopt a 
negative a ttitu d e  tow ard a ll fo rm s o f mass m il i­
ta ry  tra in in g . F o rtun a te ly , the w orkers do no t 
lis ten  to  th is  pa c ifis t c lap-trap . The w orkers un­

derstand th a t in  th is  age o f un ive rsa l w a r and 
m ilita r is m  i t  is necessary fo r  the w orkers to  learn 
w e ll the use o f arms. The m ost “ backward”  w o rk ­
er who has grasped th is  fundam enta l tho ugh t is 
by th a t, in f in ite ly  fa r  m ore advanced p o litica lly  
than the “ socia lis t”  Norm an Thomas and the 
“ com m unist”  E a r l B rowder.

Yes, we say, i t  is a fo rtu n a te  and hopefu l fa c t 
th a t the g re a t m ass 'o f the w orkers who are re ­
qu ired to do so w ill go to the re g is tra tio n  places 
on Wednesday seriously and w ith o u t w h in in g  <yr 
em pty regrets. They go to  the a rm y  as they  go 
to  the fac to ry . They do no t like  the exp lo ita tion  
to  which the bosses subject them in  the fac to ry . 
They w i l l  not like  the exp lo ita tion  to  which the 
bosses, in Officers’ un ifo rm s, w i l l  sub ject them  in 
the a rm y. B u t they do w h a t has to  be done, in 
the a rm y  as in  the fac to ry .

L e t them  ponder deeply, however, w h a t has 
to  be done. M ost o f these five m illio n  men, bet­
ween the ages o f 21, and 36, are w orkers and poor 
fa rm ers. A  considerable num ber o f them  arc 
union members, especially CIO members. They 
have learned th a t w hat has to be done in  the 
fa c to ry  includes no t on ly  w hat the bosses de­
mand, bu t also w h a t the w ork ingm en demand 
and can secure by organ iz ing  in to  unions. Be­
cause they  are m any and the bosses arc  few , 
they  have won m any concessions in the factories 
— union wage scales, w o rk in g  rules, shop stew­

ards, etc. Thus some ten m illio n  organized w o rk ­
ers today have some voice in say ing  w h a t has to 
oe done in  the fac tories . There is no reason why 
they should no t have a voice in  saying w ha t has 
to be done in  the armed forces.

Com pulsory m il ita ry  tra in in g ?  Yes, ce rta in ly . 
B u t w h y  m ust i t  be done in the open-shop a t ­
mosphere o f the arm y, under the life -and-death 
con tro l o f u tte r ly  reactionary, cap ita lis t-m inded  
officers ? I t  doesn’t  have to be done th a t way. 
I f  the w orkers in s is t s tro n g ly  enough, i t  w i l l  not 
be done th a t way. Concessions can be won in th is  
fie ld fro m  the bosses, th e ir  po litica l agents and 
th e ir  a rm y  officers, ju s t  as they have been won 
in  the fac to ry . The open shop is no more eterna l 
in  the field o f m il ita ry  tra in in g  than i t  is in  the 
fie ld o f in d u s try !

A l l  th a t the w orkers need to do aw ay w ith  i t  
is a program  around which to ra lly , and a firm  
leadership to f ig h t fo r  th a t p rogram .

T h a t p rogram  w il l  v a ry  in m any o f its  details 
a t d iffe re n t stages o f the u n fo ld ing  o f th is  epoch 
o f  m ilita r is m  and w a r, ju s t  as the p rogram  o f 
any un ion varies w ith  chang ing conditions. B u t 
the founda tion  o f th a t p rogram , in  the m il ita ry  
fie ld as in  in du s try , does no t change. I t  is : the 
defense o f the in te rests o f the w orkers against 
a ll th e ir  enemies. T h a t m eans: the defense o f the 
w o rk ing  class aga inst the c a p ita lis t class.

Concrete ly i t  means a t th is  m om ent th a t the 
m il ita ry  tra in in g  o f the w orkers sha ll no t be in 
the hands o f the enemies o f the w orkers. The 
w orkers do no t w a n t to t ru s t  th e ir  fa te  in  the 
hands o f c a p ita lis t officers any more than they 
w a n t to  t ru s t  th e ir  fa te  in the hands o f ca p ita l­
is ts in  the factories.

L e t the trade unions, the o rgan iza tions which 
represent the  workers, con tro l the m ilita ry  t ra in ­
in g  o f the w orkers !

Le t us demand federa l m ilita ry  appropria tions 
fo r  the establishm ent and equipm ent o f tra in in g  
camps which sha ll be run by the w orkers ’ own 
organ iza tions!

F ifte en  b illion s  have been appropria ted fo r 
arm am ents. A t  the very  least, then, appropria te  
a h a lf b illio n  do lla rs to  pay fo r  tra in in g  camps 
to be run  by the unions!

The workers would undergo m ilita ry  tra in in g  
fa r  more confidently i f  th e ir  own union brothers, 
the m ilita n ts  fro m  the p icke t line, the shop 
stewards, led them . Then le t us demand federa l 
to  tra in  w orke r-o ffice rs  in un ion t ra in in g  camps!

As we reg is te r on Wednesday, le t  us resolve 
to  go back in to  ou r unions and in to  our shops, 
in  the tim e  th a t is s t i l l  le ft ,  and rouse our fe llow - 
w orkers to  jo in  w ith  us in  pushing th is  w orkers ’ 
program  fo r  m il ita ry  tra in in g !

Judge Concedes Baselessness Of Case 
Against Drivers Union in Minneapolis

M IN N E A P O L IS , M inn., October 2— In  a 54-page ru lin g , D is­
t r ic t  Judge Paul S. C a rro ll today te rm inated the tw o-year old “ fink 
s u it”  against the M inneapolis General D rive rs  Union, Local 544. The 
Judge denied to  the p la in t if fs , fo u r tools o f the Associated Industries 
gang, th e ir  main demands— fo r the rem oval o f the un ion’s officers, 
the appo intm ent o f a receiver fo r  the union, and the 'ho ld ing  o t a 
special election.

The leng thy ru lin g  conceded the contentions which the union 
has established in  the nine-m onths’ t r ia l .  Am ong the  basic points 
which the judge conceded are th a t the union elections were fa ir ly  
run, th a t the elected officers are(v 
honest and have not wasted union 
funds.

The judge also dismissed com­
p la in ts  o f the finks aga inst Local 
544’s po licy o f financing the Fed­
era l W orkers Section, an unem­
ployed w orkers union sponsored 
by the M inneapolis labor move­
ment, and o f g iv in g  con tribu tion^ 
to  the F a rm er-Labor p a rty  and 
the N o rth  C entra l D is tr ic t  D r iv ­
ers Council. The judge declared 
such donations to be “ w e ll w ith ­
in the power o f the un ion so to  
do” .

He also conceded the r ig h t of 
the union to use the union's tunas 
in the conduct of s trikes and the 
legal defense of arrested union 
men, one of the p la in t if fs ’ main 
com plaints. On th is  issue, a focal 
point, of the boss-instigated attack 
against the union, the ru lin g  
stated, "U sua lly , s tr ike rs  have no 
money to pay fines o r defend them ­
selves, and i t  seems to me tha t 
i t  is en tire ly  leg itim a te  fo r the 
union to  use th is  money in  tha t 
way.”

On the p la in t if fs ’ demands fo r 
rem oval o f the un ion’s officers 
because they are revo lu tion is ts  
the judge was constrained to say:

“ I f  the members o f th is  union 
desire men who are believers in 
the T ro tsky  movement to  be the ir 
officers, and the Dunne brothers 
have not denied th a t they are 
fr ie n d ly  w ith  and associated w ith  
th is  movement, they have a r ig h t 
to  do so.”

The finks had also b itte r ly  a t­
tacked the role of the local in  the 
organization of the over-the-road 
eleven state committee, w h ich  won 
a contract fo r  250,000 tru ck  d r iv ­
ers. The loca l’s Union Defense.
Guard, established to pro tect the 
union against the S ilve r S h irts  
aiid other fascist gangs, was lik e ­
wise assailed. B u t the court, in  
its  fina l ru lin g , upheld the r ig h t

of the union to support these ac­
tiv itie s .

W hile  the union thus emerged 
from  cou rt v indicated in  its  basic 
policy, the judge seized upon a 
num ber o f techn ica lities to deal a 
few blows a t the union.

Ousts M il ita n t O fficer
The most serious o f these tech­

nical ru lings was the decision th a i 
an ancient clause in  the constitu ­
tion  of the In te rn a tion a l B ro the r­
hood of Teamsters, the union'» 
parent body, made i t  impossible 
fo r a non-citizen to hold office In 
the local. On th is  basis the judge 
ordered the removal from  his post 
o f Carl Skoglund, president, on 
the grounds tha t Skoglund had 
fa iled to complete the require­
ments fo r citizensh ip papers. No 
other charge against Skoglund was 
sustained. The fact of his non­
c itizensh ip  had been known to the 
In te rn a tion a l officers who, how­
ever, made no attem pt to enforce 
the archaic rule.

Iu  add ition , the judge assumed 
the power to decide which c o n tri­
butions of the union to s is ter la­
bor organizations were appropri­
ate and which were not. He o r­
dered union officers to repay out 
of th e ir own pockets some $6,000 
w hich the union had loaned or 
contribu ted to s tr ik in g  unions not 
d ire c tly  in  the M inneapolis area, 
to the Northwest Organizer, o ffi­
c ia l publication of the M innea­
polis Teamsters Jo in t Counc'l, to 
the N orth  Central D is tr ic t D r iv ­
ers’ Council, and fo r the defense 
o f the un ion officers In a libe! 
s u it brought against the S ta lin is t 
"D a ily  W orker.”

A  U n ion -B usting  Case
T h is  ease, na tion a lly  known as 

the “ fink  su it,”  against the out­
s tanding union local in  the 
Northwest, a local w h ich had been

(C ontinued on Page 4)

All-India Congress Reports 
Vicious Repressions

A L L A H A B A D , Ind ia , Ju ly  1 (by m a il from  the F ore ign  De­
pa rtm ent o f the A l l  Ind ia  Congress C om m ittee)— The in te n s ity  
o f repression is increasing every day. In  the beginning, the gov­
ernment. arrested Socialists and Com m unists. B u t g radua lly  i t  
has begun to  round up a ll active  w orkers. A rres ts  are m ost active 
in  Bengal, U n ited Provinces, B ihar, M adras and Punjab. Though 
i t  is  no t possible to  know the exact number, in  Bengal alone the 
num ber o f persons detained, arrested o r warned exceeds a 
thousand.

H unger s trikes  have taken place in  A llahabad and Lucknow 
prisons on account o f bad trea tm e n t o f po litica l prisoners. The 
po litica l prisoners arc no t given a special sta tus and i f  th e ir  posi­
tion  is no t im proved soon, a c o n flic t is bound to  arise.

(Readers should take note th a t th is  descrip tion o f B r it is h  
im p e ria lis t po licy in  Ind ia  comes from  the leadership o f an o r­
ganization which pursues a conc ilia to ry  a ttitu d e  tow ard B r ita in .)

OLSON BARS STALINISTS 
FROM CALIFORNIA BALLOT

Socialist Workers Party Offers 
United Front to Fight Ban

Auto Workers Strike  
Midland Steel P lant

Key Auto Parts Factory in Cleveland Is 
Closed Down By Militant Picket Line

( Special to Socialist Appeal)
C L E V E L A N D . Oct. 9— 1200 w orkers o f the M id land Steel P ro ­

ducts Co. manned the p icke t lines here today a fte r  weeks o f fru itle ss  
negotiations. They are dem anding a five cent ho u rly  increase in  
base pay. upw ard rev is ion o f piece rates, the union shop and reem ­
ploym ent and back pay fo r  M ack Cheek, local president fired tw o 
years ago fo r  union a c tiv ity .

M id land Steel produces auto fram es fo r  S tudebaker, Hudson 
and Buick. The s tr ik e rs  belong to  the U n ited A u to  W orkers— CIO, 
Local 486 T ills  Is the seconds 
s tr ik e  a t th is  p lan t w ith in  the

LOS A N G E LE S . Oct. 7 —  ] 
W h ile  Governor Olson ton igh t 
was s ign ing  the b ill o f the C a li­
fo rn ia  le g is la tu re  to  ban the Com­
m un is t P a rty  from  the ba llo t, the 
Socia list W orkers  P a rty  here 
awaited word from  the Commun­
is t  P a rty  on a proposal fo r  united 
f ro n t action aga inst the ban.

In  a state-wide rad io broadcast 
fo llow ing  s ign ing  of the act. Ol­
son lashed at his one-time a llies— 
tile  S ta lin is ts  helped elect him .

Progressive labor c ircles here 
view the ban as the beginning of 
a drive  against the en tire  labor 
movement in  line  w ith  the war 
preparations.

As early  as September 24, the 
Los Angeles branch of t.he Socialist 
W orkers P arty  sent a proposal 
fo r un ited action to the trade un­
ions, the Socialist P arty  and the 
Com m unist Party , declaring "W e

Success Story
A m erica  is a land o f won­

d e rfu l op po rtu n ity . Take E l­
l io t  Roosevelt, fo r  instance, 
who has ju s t demonstrated 
w hat hard w ork, perseverance 
and the r ig h t  connections can 
do fo r  a young fe llow .

believe in the princ ip les of united 
fro n t action against the attacks 
of the cap ita lis t class in  spite of 
the controversies w ith in  the w o rk ­
in g  class movement.”

A second appeal fo r  un ited ac­
tion  was addressed to the Com­
m un is t P arty  on October 3.

The S. W. P. here is undertak­
ing  an extensive drive  to secure 
the repeal of th is  act. Protests 
have been w ired  to the Governor 
and the state leg is la ture . A tele­
gram was also sent to Assembly- 
man Paul R itch ie , Sacramento, 
commending his stand in  opposi­
tion  to the b ill.  T h is  message 
stated, “ W h ile  we have profound 
po litica l differences w ith  th is  o r­
ganization (Com m unist P arty ) we 
give firm  support to any action 
opposing such attacks on po litica l 
freedom."

Thousands of leaflets have been 
c ircu lated by the T ro tsky is ts  in 
Los Angeles and other parts of the 
state, u rg ing  the C a lifo rn ia  w o rk ­
ers and organized labor to ra lly  
against the ban. The lea fle t 
warns th a t “ In  fa c t the law  'bar­
r in g  the Com m unist P arty from  
i he ba llo t provides tha t any pa rty  
may be banned should the Secre­
ta ry  o f State and A tto rne y  Gen­
eral deem i t  “ subsersive.' ”

past year, the last one ne tting  a 
contract and un ion recognition. ,

Large squads of mounted police, 
fu lly  armed, swarmed on the 
scene as mass picket lines halted 
a ll production. The cops b a rr i­
caded themselves behind a ll p lan t 
gates and attempted to in tim ida te  
the s trike rs . The company an­
nounced the fo rm a l closing down 
of the p lant, and the un ion is em­
p loy ing  skeleton sh ifts  on the 
line  now. Police outnum ber the 
skeleton crews three to one.

N e gro -W h ite  S o lid a rity
A conspicuous feature of the 

p ike t line is the s o lid a rity  o f Ne­
gro and w h ite  workers. The 
form er are among the most active 
and m il ita n t  union members.

A  last-m inute a ttem pt to fore­
s ta ll the s tr ik e  was made by Dav­
id  T. Roadley, local conc ilia tor 
lo r  the U. S. Dept, of Labor.

O ther P lants A ffec ted
James F. Dewey, “ ace concilia 

to r ”  of the governm ent Is being 
sent in to  Cleveland to a ttem pt the 
same tr ic k  he pulled in  December 
1939. He maneuvered the M id ­
land Steel workers, then new to 
unionism , back in to  the p lan t w ith  
a weak agreement. Continuation 
of the s tr ik e  means a probable 
shut-down fo r Studebaker, Hudson 
and B uick, due to body-frame 
shortage.

The s tr ike rs  are in  high sp irits , 
ca rry in g  figh ting  banners and an 
appeal to the truck-d rive rs  not to 
d rive  through the p icket lines. 
Hundreds of the s trike rs , w h ile  
relieved of im m ediate picket du ty 
because of the need fo r on ly  skel­
eton crews a t the moment, are 
rem a in ing at the nearby union 
headquarters and in  the v ic in ity  
of the p lan t, in  the event the cops 
s ta rt any trouble.

Mack Cheek, the local's presi­
dent, was fired two years ago 
a fte r d is tr ib u tin g  un ion leaflets 
at the p lan t gates. W hile  on re­
lie f  and W PA du ring  the past two 
years, he continued to organize. 
Under pressure from  the in te rna ­
tion a l and regional officers, the 
local was forced in to  an agree­
ment d u rin g  the last s tr ik e  w h ich  
fa iled to include the re instatem ent 
of Cheek.

The s tr ike rs  plan to secure the 
co-operation of the D e tro it M id ­
land Steel, Local 410 o f the UAW  
in  an e ffo rt to tie  up a ll p lants 
o f the company.

Hillman Moving Into 
Flint Auto Workers’ 
Fight With G.M.

F L IN T . Oct. 8— The In te r ­
national o fficers o f the U n ited 
A u to  W orkers m et th is  week­
end in  P ittsbu rgh . The choice 
o f c ity  fo r  the conference is 
reported to  be fo r  the conven­
ience o f Sidney H illm an , fresh 
from  his exp lo its  in  p u ttin g  a 
c r im p  in to  the Bethlehem 
Steel w o rkers ’ upsurge.

One o f the m ain issues con­
fro n tin g  the U A W  office rs is 
the f ig h t w ith  General M otors 
over the f ir in g  o f 19 key union 
men fo u r weeks ago at F lin t  
F jshe r Body No. 1 p lan t. The 
local a ffected overw helm ing ly 
voted s tr ik e  a u th o rity  to  its  
local officers. The In te rn a ­
tion a l o ffice rs stepped in  to 
conduct nego tia tions w ith  G 
M „  which have dragged on fo r 
fo u r weeks now.
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MILITARY POLICY OF THE PROLETARIAT
Speech By James P. Cannon 

A t Chicago Conference of S W P
(The fo llo w in g  is a stenographic re p o rt o f the m ain 

speech made by Comrade Cannon at the September 27-29 
Plenum-Conference o f the Socia lis t W orkers  P a rty  a t 
Chicago.)

O ur f irs t w ord in  fo rm a lly  beginning our de libera tions toxlay 
is devoted to tile  m em ory o f our greatest teacher and comrade 
and our m ost g lo rious m a rty r . It. is the proposal o f the N a tiona l 
Com m ittee th a t we a ll stand fo r  a moment in s ilen t tr ib u te  to the 
m em ory o f Comrade T ro tsky .

We meet fo r  the f irs t  tim e w ith o u t him. I  am sure th a t as we 
stood fo r  a s ilen t m inute one common though t weighed upon us 
pH. We a ll rea lize most po ignan tly  tha t, w hether we are qu ite 
grow n up to  i t  o r not, we now face the ap pa lling  resp on s ib ility  
o f leading and organ iz ing  the w orld  movem ent o f p ro le ta rian  
em ancipation w ith o u t the d irec t aid o f the one who shaped and 
guided our movement, who ins tructed  us, w ho raised us up and 
made men o f us and prepared us fo r  th is  g rea t m ission. I t  is up 
to  us now to show th a t we have re a lly  learned w ha t has been 
ta u g h t to us so pa tie n tly  and so tho rough ly . I t  is fo r  us to  take 
the tools th a t have been placed in our hands and use them no 
more as apprentices but as fu ll-fled ged  journeym en.

We have confidence th a t we can do th is  because we have ween 
le f t  the greatest heritage th a t any po litica l g roup ing  in  the h is­
to ry  o f the w orld  was ever given. Never before did the w o rkers ’ 
vanguard have such complete and thorough go ing prepara tion , in 
a theore tica l and program m atic  w ay, as we have received. Espe­
c ia lly  in the past eleven years since Comrade T ro ts k y  was exiled 
fro m  the Soviet U nion, eleven years so rich  in  h is to ric  events, we 
have had from  day to day and from  year to year the aid o f his 
g reat M a rx is t bra in . W ith  his aid and guidance we have un­
ravelled the m ysteries o f th is  epoch and found in every case the 
s tra teg ica l and tac tica l road th a t leads the p ro le ta rian  movement 
to  h igher ground.

We no t on ly  have now the task o f lead ing the movement in

th is  country . We also have on our shoulders a g rea t in te rna tiona l 
respons ib ility . In  the nineteenth cen tury, nearly  seventy years 
ago, M arx  and Engels trans fe rre d  the center o f the F ir s t  In te r ­
na tiona l to the U n ited  States. T h e ir action was then, so to  speak, 
a sym bolic in tim a tio n  o f the fu tu re  in te rna tiona l lead ing ro le  of 
Am erica. By a com bination o f circum stances the prophetic ges­
tu re  o f our g rea t m asters has fin a lly  been confirm ed by concrete 
re a lity . The m ain~po litica l center and organ iza tiona l base o f the 
F o u rth  In te rn a tion a l, which is destined to complete the w ork  be­
gun by the F irs t  In te rn a tio n a l o f M arx  and Engels, is ip  t ru th  
lodged here in the U n ited  States in the custody o f those comrades 
who are gathered here and those whom they represent in a ll sec­
tions o f the country.

A  com bination o f circumstances, ra th e r than any special 
m e rit  o f our own, has imposed upon us th is  in te rna tiona l respon­
s ib ility . F irs t  o f a ll, we were fa ted  to have the  grea test am ount 
o f freedom fo r  the open and lega l development o f ou r movement. 
W h ile  our va lia n t comrades in one coun try  a fte r  another fe ll un­
der the heavy lolows o f persecution, were s tif le d  and repressed, we 
here in  Am erica  have had now tw e lve  years o f un in te rrup te d  pre­
p a ra to ry  w ork. We alone o f p ra c tica lly  a ll sections o f the F ou rth  
In te rn a tio n a l were fo rtun a te  in beg inn ing no t e n tire ly  w ith  
new and inexperienced people. We carried  over in to  the new 
m ovem ent o f the F ou rth  In te rn a tio n a l some substan tia l and ex­
perienced cadres who had been tested and who had learned in 
the Com m unist movement since 1918, and even before tha t. Our 
movem ent was thus prepared by its  past and by these fo rtu n a te  
circumstances to establish an un in te rrup ted  co n tin u ity  between 
the movement o f the present day and th a t w h ich preceded it .  A ll  
these th ings  taken toge ther have equipped and prepared us fo r  
the ro le  which we m ust now p lay in a id in g  the fu r th e r  develop­
m ent o f the F ou rth  In te rn a tion a l in  a ll countries.

OURS IS THE RESPONSIBILITY!
T h is  movement is p r im a r ily  the creation o f Comrade T ro tsky . 

He was responsible above a ll others fo r  fo rm u la tin g  its  program  
and assem bling its  cadres on an in te rna tiona l scale. B u t w ith in  
the la s t few  years our p a rty  has come to  the f ro n t  and played an 
increas ing ly  im p o rta n t role. M ore and more Comrade T ro tsky  
came, to  re ly  on us as the strongest p i l la r  o f the F o u rth  In te rn a ­
tion a l. M ore and more the comrades in a ll pa rts  o f the w o rld  came 
to  look a t the com bination o f Comrade T ro tsky  and the Am erican 
section as the m ain guarantee o f s ta b ility  in the leadership o f the 
in te rna tiona l p a rty . And now. a fte r  the death o f Comrade T ro t­
sky. we can be sure th a t the comrades in a ll pa rts  o f the w o rld — 
in  Chifia, c a rry in g  on th e ir  w o rk  in d a ily  danger o f th e ir  lives; 
the  comrades im prisoned and in concentration camps in  G erm any; 
ip  i l le g a lity  in France; in  .E n g la n d ;'in  A u s tra lia ; in  South Am e­
r ic a ; ¡in the Soviet U n ion ; everywhere— the y  are now look ing  to 
the A.mercan section, to  the Socia list W orkers  P a rty , to  g row  up 
to  the level o f its  h is to ric  resp on s ib ility  and assure the continuous 
fu n c tio n in g  and developm ent o f our in te rna tiona l movement. T ha t 
puts a s t i l l  g rea te r resp on s ib ility  upon a ll o f us.

W e cannot la g  any more. Everyone o f us, I  am sure, in  ihe 
past years fe lt  th a t i f  we erred, we had the assurance th a t we 
could l ie corrected by someone w iser than we. A ll o f us, inc lud ing  
m yself, fe lt  th a t i f  we sh irked o r slumped a l i t t le  b it  now and 
then, our la x ity  would be compensated fo r  by the u n t ir in g  energy 
o f the Old Man. We pe rm itted  ourselves more than one lu xu ry . 
T h a t we cannot indu lge ourselves any more. The burden is on our 
shoulders. We m ust c a rry  it .  W e m ust g ive the m ovem ent now 
more than ever in  energy, in  d isc ip line  in  fa ith fu lne ss  and in 
e ffic ie n t w ork.

W e meet a t a tim e  o f a g rea t change in  the w orld . Before 
our eyes, a lm ost w ith o u t our rea liz ing  it ,  there has been b rough t 
about a p ro found ly  new w orld  s itua tion . A  new period has opened 
up. The essence o f the new s itua tion  is th a t cap ita lism  in  its  un­
precedented decay, in its  death agony, has passed over com plete ly 
fro m  the re la tive  s ta b ility  and re la tive  peace w h ich  characterized

i t  as a g row ing  and hea lthy  social system in to  a s tate o f perm a­
nent cris is, and the perm anent cris is  is now expressed in  perm a­
nent w ar.

A t  the mass m eeting la s t n ig h t I  m entioned the new and 
s ig n ifica n t development o f the G erm an-Ita lian-Japanese pact. The 
announcement o f th is  pact s ign ifies above a ll o ther th in g s  tha t 
the w a r in Europe is due fo r  an extension in to  Asia, A fr ic a  and 
in to  the W estern Hem isphere o f the Am ericas. There is no pros­
pect w hatever fo r  any more considerable periods o f peace in  the 
ca p ita lis t w o rld . Jus t conjecture fo r  a m om ent th a t some kind 
o f peace could be effected in the  European w ar. Nobody could be­
lieve th a t th is  would be a peace o f any s ta b ility . I t  would on ly 
be a p repa ra tion  fo r  a new w a r o f continents, o f hemispheres, 
em bracing the whole w orld . I f  a sudden, smashing v ic to ry  o f H it ­
le r  should enforce a peace w ith  Eng land, as \yas the case w ith  
France, no one would believe th is  would be the  end o f the w ar. 
I f  a fo rm a l peace should be declared and there should be a lu ll,  
d u rin g  w h ich there should be no w ar, i t  would on ly  be an in ­
terlude.

W e are p repa ring— our im p e ria lis t m asters are p re pa ring— 
n ig h t and day to  challenge H it le r  fo r  w orld  dom inion. A nd  H i t ­
le r, M usso lin i and +he Japanese im p e ria lis ts  are p repa ring  to meet 
th a t challenge. The outcome can on ly  be a whole epoch o f u n in ­
te rru p te d  m ilita r is m  and w ar. The p ro le ta ria t, w h ich is the sole 
power capable o f l i f t in g  hum an ity  ou t o f th is  bloody morass, m ust 
face th is  fact. I t  cannot indulge in any m ore daydreams about the 
peaceful so lu tion  o f the social problem . The w o rkers ’ movem ent 
was dom inated by th is  illus ion  fo r  decade?, fo r  generations. I t  
was tho ugh t and fe lt  th a t day by day w o rk  o f o rgan iz ing  trade 
unions, bu ild ing  re fo rm is t parties, casting  votes, ga in in g  some 
social legislation,-—i t  was fe lt  th a t along these lines, w o rk ing  
fro m  year to  year and from  decade to  decade, they could g radua l­
ly  im prove the conditions o f the masses and g lide  over peace­
fu lly ,  w ith o u t v io le n t collis ions o r shocks, in to  a new social order 
called socialism .

MILITARY MEANS ARE NOW DECISIVE
The w orkers can indu lge in  no such daydream s any longer 

because the w orld  is on fire  w ith  w a r and m ilita r is m . The one b ig  
conclusion the p ro le ta rian  vanguard m ust draw  is th is : A l l  g reat 
questions w il l  'be decided by m il ita ry  means. T h is  was the g rea t 
conclusion insisted upon by Comrade T ro ts k y  in  his la s t few 
m onths o f life . In  his le tte rs , in  his artic les  and in conversations 
he repeated th is  thesis over and over again. These are new tim es. 
The cha racte ris tic  fea tu re  o f our epoch is unceasing w a r and u n i­
versa l m ilita r is m . T h a t imposes on us as the f ir s t  task, the  task 
w h ich dominates and shapes a ll others, the adoption o f a m il ita ry  
po licy, an a ttitu d e  o f the p ro le ta rian  p a rty  tow ards the solution 
o f  social problems d u rin g  a tim e o f un ive rsa l m ilita r is m  and w ar.

The prospects o f the U n ited  States rem a in ing  a t peace are 
absolute ly  zero. You have before you the d ra ft  o f  our reso lu tion 
on m il ita ry  po licy. I t  has been p rin ted  in the in te rn a l bu lle tin  and 
discussed in  the branches fo r  the past tw o  months. W e have 
elaborated in th is  reso lu tion  our conception o f these new problems 
and tasks. In  the ve ry  beg inn ing we take up the question o f Am e­
r ic a ’s pa rtic ip a tio n  in the w ar. I t  is com plete ly absurd to  im agine 
th a t the re  is some special po licy— some legerdem ain— th a t can 
make i t  possible fo r  the  s trongest im p e ria lis t power in  the w orld  
to  escape p a rtic ip a tion  in the s trugg le  fo r  the im p e ria lis t dom ina­
t io n  o f the w orld . Nobody believes in th is  po ss ib ility  except a few  
muddle-headed pacifists. And when I  say muddle-headed pacifists 
I  do no t mean the bourgeois iso la tion is ts . I  mean the foo ls, the 
people who 'belong com plete ly to  yesterday, lik e  the Thom asite 
socialists, the Lovestoneites, the few  re lig ious  fanatics.

T h a t w in g  o f the Am erican bourgeoisie go ing by the name of 
iso la tio n is t are no less aggressive, no less m il ita ry  m inded, than 
the w in g  w h ich w ants in te rven tion  r ig h t  now in  the present w ar.

The Chicago T ribune  s tro n g ly  critic izes  the Roosevelt po licy 
on ly  because they  have a d iffe re n t approach to  the w ar. They 
t lp n k  we should begin the s trugg le , the s trugg le  o f Am erican 
im peria lism  fo r  w o rld  dom inion, by conquering f irs t  the W estern 
Hem isphere and proceeding next to the  E ast by w ay o f a w ar 
aga inst Japan, postpon ing the clash w ith  H it le r  t i l l  a la te r tim e. 
The more fa rs igh ted , the m ore conscious and, I  am sure, the 
strongest section o f the A m erican bourgeoisie, who are called in ­
te rven tion is ts , believe th a t  we m ust begin the s trugg le  fo r  w orld  
dom inion by in te rven tion  in the European w a r. W ha t divides the 
tw o  camps a t th is  tim e is on ly  a m a tte r o f s tra tegy . Now  th a t 
they are confronted by an open m il ita ry  a lliance o f Germ any and 
Japan th e ir  d ifferences can easily  be reconciled.

The on ly question w il l  be how soon and a t w h a t p o in t to  be­
g in  open in te rven tion . A s a m a tte r o f fa c t, in  a l l except the  fo rm ­

a litie s  o f the s itua tion , we are in te rven ing  in  the  European w ar 
now as much as we can. We are sending un lim ite d  supplies o f 
m il ita ry  m a te ria ls  to  Europe. In  m y opin ion the on ly  reason we 
are no t sending troops is th a t the re  isn ’t  any place to land them. 
The W a ll S tree t heroes and th e ir  p o lit ic a l lackeys overslept the 
European s itua tion . They underestim ated the rottenness and 
weakness o f the 'bourgeois democracies o f Europe on the one 
hand, and the m il ita ry  s treng th  o f H it le r  on the other. They 
w a ited too long, u n t il the po rts  were occupied by the fascists. 
N o th in g  rem ains now bu t England. E ng land has no room fo r  
troops, and there  is  a g ro w in g  opinion among Am erican ca p ita l­
is ts  and m il ita ry  experts th a t Eng land its e lf  is a lost cause.

W hen A m erican p a rtic ip a tio n  in  the w ar f in a lly  begins is 
o n ly  a secondary question. The ve ry  fa c t th a t we have a p p ro p ria t­
ed app rox im a te ly  fifteen  b illio n  do lla rs in  one yea r fo r  m ilita ry  
expenditures before any w a r was fo rm a lly  s ta rted ; th a t we have 
in s titu te d  peace-tim e conscrip tion fo r  the f irs t  tim e  in  h is to ry—• 
these facts can on ly  ind ica te th a t the m asters o f th is  coun try  are 
p re pa ring  fo r  an explosion o f m il ita ry  aggressiveness on a scale 
never seen in h is to ry  before. Im p e ria lis t Am erica  is ou t to  dom­
inate the w orld . In  its  pa th stands H it le r  G erm any in the W est, 
In  its  pa th  stands im p e ria lis t Japan in the East. The c o n flic t bet­
ween these im p e ria lis t powers can in  no case be resolved by d ip ­
lom acy o r good wishes o r h a lf  measures, bu t on ly  as a ll other 
th ings  are decided in th is  epoch— by m il ita ry  force.

Now, confronted w ith  these fac ts  o f un ive rsa l m ilita rism , and 
.perm anent w ar, th a t the b iggest in d u s try  o f a ll now is go ing to 
be war, the a rm y  and p repa ra tion  o f th ings  fo r  the a rm y— con­
fron te d  w ith  these facts, w ha t shall the revo lu tiona ry  p a rty  do? 
Shall we stand aside and s im p ly  say we don’t  agree w ith  the war, 
i t  is no t our a f fa ir?  No, we can’t  do tha t. W e do no t approve o f 
ca p ita lis t exp lo ita tion  in the factories. We do no t approve o f th is  
whole system o f exp lo ita tion  whereby p riva te  ind iv idua ls  can take 
possession o f the means o f production and enslave the masses. W e 
are against th a t, bu t as long as we are no t s trong  enough to  pu t 
an end to ca p ita lis t exp lo ita tion  in the factories, we adapt ou r­
selves to  re a lity . We don’t  abstain and go on in d iv idu a l s trikes 
and separate ourselves fro m  the w o rk in g  class. We go in to  the 
fac to ries  and t r y  by w o rk in g  w ith  the class to  in fluence its  de­
velopment. W e go w ith  the w orkers and share a ll th e ir  exper­
iences and t r y  to in fluence them  in a revo lu tiona ry  d irection.

The same log ic  applies to  w ar. The g rea t m a jo r ity  o f the 
young generation w ill be dragged in to  the w ar. The g re a t m ajor-" 
i ty  o f these young w orkers w i l l  th in k  a t f irs t  th a t they are doing 
a good th in g . F o r a revo lu tiona ry  p a r ty  to  stand by and say, “ Wo

JAMES P. CANNON

can to le ra te  exp lo ita tion  in  the fac tories , bu t n o t m il ita ry  ex­
p lo ita tio n ,” — th a t is to  be com ple te ly illo g ica l. To iso late ou r­
selves fro m  the mass o f the p ro le ta r ia t which w i l l  be in  the 
w a r is to  lose a ll p o ss ib ility  to in fluence them.

We have g o t to  be good soldiers. O ur people m ust take upon 
themselves the task o f defending the in te rests o f the p ro le ta r ia t 
in  the a rm y  in  the same w ay as we t r y  to  p ro tect th e ir  in terests 
in  the fac to ry . A s long as we can’t  take the fac to ries  aw ay from  
the bosses we f ig h t to  im prove the conditions there. S im ila rly , 
in  the  arm y. A d a p tin g  ourselves to the fa c t th a t the p ro le ta ria t 
o f th is  cou n try  is go ing to  be the p ro le ta r ia t in  arm s we say, 
“ V e ry  w e ll, M r. C ap ita lis t, you have decided i t  so and we were 
n o t s trong  enough to  p reven t i t .  Y o u r w a r is no t ou r war, bu t 
as long as the  mass o f the p ro le ta r ia t goes w ith  it ,  we w i l l  go 
too. We w i l l  raise ou r own independent p rogram  in  the a rm y, in

the m il ita ry  forces, in the same w ay as we ra ise i t  in  the fa c ­
tories .”

We say i t  is a good th in g  fo r  the w o rkers  now to  be tra in e d  
in the use o f arm s. We are, in fac t, in favo r o f com pulsory m il i ­
ta ry  tra in in g  o f the p ro le ta ria t. W e are in fa v o r o f every union 
go ing on recoi;d fo r  th is  idea. W c w a n t the p ro le ta r ia t to be w e ll 
tra ined  and equipped to p lay  the m il i ta ry  game. The on ly  th in g  
we object to is the leadership o f a class th a t we don’t  tru s t. W e 
don’t  w ant stoolpigeons of the boss as office rs in our unions. Just 
as we don’t  w a n t them  as office rs o f our unions so we don’t  w a n t 
them in the m il ita ry  forces. We are w illin g  to  f ig h t H itle r .  N o 
w a ik e r wants to  see th a t gang o f fasc is t 'barbarians over-run 
th is  coun try  o r any coun try . B u t we w a n t to f ig h t fascism  g lid e r 
a leadership th a t we can tru s t. We w a n t our own o ffice rs—• 
those who have shown themselves most devoted to  th e ir  class, who 
have shown themselves to be the bravest and m ost lo ya l men 
on the p icke t line, those who are in terested in  the w e lfa re  o f 
th e ir  fe llo w  w orkers . These are precisely the type  o f people we 
w an t as officers. In  the period when the whole w o rk in g  class 
youth is m obilized fo r  w ar, those are the ones we w a n t a t the 
head o f our batta lions.

So we s im p ly make our independent demands upon the gov­
ernm ent. We w ill jo in  the w ar as long' as the w orkers do. W c 
w il l  say fra n k ly  to the w orkers in the unions and shops: “ We 
would like  to th row  over th is  whole business o f cap ita lis t e xp lo it­
a tion— m ilita ry  as w e ll as in d u s tr ia l— r ig h t  now. But as long 
as you are no.t ready fo r  tha t logical so lu tion we w i l l xjo in  w ith  
you. f ig h t by your side, t r y  to  pro tect the men from  useless waste 
o f lives. A ll th a t we w ill do. hut we re ta in  one p riv ilege— the 
r ig h t to express opr op in ion day in and day o u t: th a t you m ust 
ne t tru s t the leadership o f your enemy class. Don’t  fo rg e t th a t 
the governm ent in W ashington is a concentrated representative 
o f the same bosses th a t you have to f ig h t every day in order 
to  live. I t  is no th ing but the E xecu tive  Com m ittee o f a ll bosses 
who, together and in d iv id u a lly , act as the exp lo ite rs and oppress­
ors o f the w o rk ing  class. Put no more tru s t in  th a t bosses’ gov­
ernm ent than you do in the in d iv idu a l bosses a t home.

We w il l  f ig h t a ll the tim e  fo r  the idea that, the w orkers 
should have officers o f th e ir  own choosing. T h a t th is  g re a t sum 
o f money th a t is being appropria ted ou t o f the public tre a s u ry  
should be allocated in p a r t to  the trade unions fo r  the se ttin g  
up o f th e ir  own m il i ta ry  t ra in in g  camps under officers o f th e ir  
own selection; th a t wc go in to  ba ttle  w ith  the consciousness th a t 
the o ffice r lead ing us is a man o f our own flesh and blood who 
is no t go ing  to waste our lives, who is go ing  to be true  and loya l 
and who w ill represent our in terests. And in th a t w ay, in  the  
course o f the developm ent o f the w a r, we w il l  bu ild  up in the  
a rm y  a g re a t class conscious movem ent o f w o rkers  w ith  arm s in  
th e ir  hands who w i l l  be absolute ly inv inc ib le . N e ith e r the Ger­
man H it le r  nor any o ther H it le r  w il l be able to  conquer them .

We w ill never le t an y th in g  happen as i t  did in France. These 
com m anding office rs from  top to bottom turned out to  be no th ing  
b u t tra ito rs  and cowards c raw lin g  on th e ir  knees before H itle r , 
leav ing the w orkers absolute ly helpless. They were fa r  m ore 
concerned to  save a p a rt o f th e ir  p rope rty  than to  f ig h t the fasc is t 
invader. The m yth  about the w ar o f “ democracy aga inst fascism ”  
was exploded m ost sham efu lly  and d isg ra ce fu lly . We m ust shout 
at. the top o f our voices tha t th is  is precisely w ha t that, gang 
in W ashington w ill do because they are made o f the same s tu f f  
as the  French, B e lg ian and N orw eg ian bourgeoisie. The French 
exam ple is the g re a t w a rn ing  - tha t o ffice rs from  the class o l 
bourgeois democrats can lead the w orkers on ly  to  useless s la ug h t­
er, de feat and be traya l.

THE ONLY ROAD TO THE WORKERS
The w orkers  themselves m ust take charge o f th is  f ig h t 

against H it le r  and anybody else who tr ie s  to  invade th e ir  r ig h ts . 
T h a t is the whole p rinc ip le  o f the new po licy  th a t has been elab­
orated fo r  us by Comrade T ro tsky . The g re a t d iffe rence between 
th is  and the socia lis t m il ita ry  po licy in the past is th a t i t  is  an 
extension o f the old po licy, and adapta tion o f old princ ip les to 
new conditions. In  our conversations w ith  Comrade T ro ts k y  he 
said he considered the g re a t danger to  our movement is pacifism . 
The ta in t  o f pacifism  in our movem ent is in p a r t  due to  the le f t  
soc ia lis t tra d itio n  o f a n ti-m ilita r is m . In  p a r t  i t  is also a hang­
over fro m  the past o f ou r own movement. W e said and those be­
fo re  us said th a t cap ita lism  had ou tlived its  usefulness. W orld  
economy is ready fo r  socialism . B u t when the w o rld  w a r started 
in  1914 none o f the  parties had the idea th a t on the agenda stood 
the s trugg le  fo r  power. The stand o f the best o f them  was essen­
t ia l ly  a pro test aga inst the w ar.

I t  did not occur even to  the best M a rx is ts  th a t the tim e  had 
come when the power m ust be seized by the w orkers in  order to 
save c iv iliza tio n  from  degeneration. Even Lenin did not visualize 
the v ic to ry  o f the p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion  as the im m ediate o u t­
come o f the w ar. Just a short tim e  before the outbreak o f the 
F ebruary  revo lu tion  in Russia, Lenin w ro te  in  S w itzerland tha t 
his generation would m ost probably no t see the socia list revo­
lu tion . Even Lenin had postponed the revo lu tion  to  the fu tu re , to 
a la te r decade. And a few  m onths la te r i t  exploded in a ll its  
power in Russia. A cute  revo lu tiona ry  s itua tions  developed in one 
European country a fte r  another.

T ro ts k y  pointed ou t to  us th a t even such va lia n t and honest 
a n ti-w a r figh te rs  as Debs and others lik e  h im  conducted a f ig h t 
against the w a r as a pro test, b u t never once did i t  occur to  them 
th a t the w a r was d ire c tly  posing the question o f the s trugg le  fo r  
power. T h is  p ro tes t aga inst the w a r had a sem i-pacifis t character. 
O ur movement was affected by th is , especially when i t  was a f­
flic te d  w ith  the p e tty  bourgeois element in  the p a rty . You can 
reca ll th a t when we were discussing and a rg u ing  w ith  them, the 
p re va ilin g  tendency among them  was expressed about as fo llow s : 
“ We w a n t to  know, how can we keep ou t o f the w ar, i f  the w a r 
s ta rts  how can we keep out o f m il ita ry  service.”  They were p r im ­
a r i ly  concerned about the various ways o f evading the d ra ft.  
M ore than one expressed the idea o f escape to Mexico.

A  group o f heroic m in o r ity ite  students in  Chicago bought 
a sm all boat and sailed fo r  T a h iti o r some such place to  hide ou t 
the re  u n t il the w a r would be over. W h ile  m illio ns  o f young p ro ­
le ta ria n  you th  are on the ba ttle  fields g e ttin g  a ll k inds o f ex­
periences, fa c in g  a ll k inds o f dangers, becoming hardened and 
ready fo r  an y th in g , these heroes w i l l  be basking in  trop ica l sun­
shine and w a itin g  fo r  th e ir  day o f destiny. I  suppose when the 
tim e  comes to make the revo lu tion  these people w i l l  p rooab ly sa il 
back fro m  T a h iti and say: “ Here we are boys, ready to lead you.”  
I t  is  not d if f ic u lt  to  im agine the answer they w i l l  ge t fro m  the 
boys who have a lready selected th e ir  leaders in  the tes t o f blood 
and fire .

O n ly  those who go th rou gh  he ll w ith  the soldiers w i l l  ever 
ge t close to  th e ir  hearts and be able to in fluence them . A l l  those 
w ith  experience in the labor m ovem ent know i t  takes m ore than 
fan cy  speeches to  ga in  in fluence w ith  the w orkers. You m ust be 
w ith  the w orkers. A nd nine tim es out o f ten. I  th in k  every trade 
un ion is t w i l l  te s tify , the best asset you .can have is to  be a good 
w o rke r in the shop. I f  the w orkers say, “ He is the best mechanic 
among us; he does his fu l l  share o f the w ork, no t because he 
loves his boss bu t because he doesn’t  w a n t to  load the w o rk  on 
his fe llo w  w orkers, etc.” — i f  the w o rkers  say th a t about a man 
his in fluence is trans fe rre d  over in to  the union, and when he gets 
up to  say a w ord  on the  union f lo o r  he is listened ta.

A bso lu te ly  the same psychology w i l l  p reva il in the  a rm y , 
A  man scared, ready to  ru n — he w ill never be able to lead the 
w orker-so ld iers by m aking  a few  speeches fro m  his re tre a t. I t  is  
necessary to- go w ith  the w orkers  th rou gh  a ll th e ir  experiences, 
th rough  a ll the dangers, th rou gh  the w a r. O ut o f the w a r w i l l  
come the revo lu tion , n o t otherw ise. The W a r M an ifes to  o f the 
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l declares: W e d idn ’t  w a n t the w a r— we are 
n o t in fa v o r o f the w a r— bu t we are no t a fra id  o f the w a r. In  th is  
ve ry  w a r we w il l  ham m er ou t the cadres o f revo lu tiona ry  soldier’s 
who w i l l  lead the strugg le .

W e m ust remember a ll the tim e  th a t the w orkers o f th is  
epoch are no t on ly  w orke rs ; they are soldiers. These arm ies are 
no longer selected ind iv idua ls , they are whole masses o f the 
young p ro le ta rian  youth who have been sh ifted  from  exp lo ita tion  
in the fac to ries  to exp lo ita tion  in the m ilita ry  machine. They w il l  
be imbued by the psychology o f the p ro le ta r ia t from  which they 
came. B u t they w ill have guns in  th e ir  hand and they w i l l  lea rn  
how to  shoot them . They w il l  ga in confidence in  themselves. 
They w ill be fired w ith  the conviction tha t the on ly  man who 
counts in  th is  tim e  o f h is to ry  is the man who has a gun in  his 
hand and knows how to use it .

The g re a t advantage o f the w orkers  is th e ir  mass s treng th . 
“ Ye are m any, the y  are fe w ” , said the poet Shelley. A l l  the op­
pressed masses need is the w i l l  to  power. A l l  th a t is  necessary 
to  trans fo rm  th is  madhouse o f cap ita lism  in to  a w o rld  o f so­
c ia lism  is fo r  the mass o f the workers and the poor fa rm ers  to  
ge t the one sim ple genera l idea in  th e ir  heads th a t they have the 
power and i t  is tim e  now to use it .  The c a p ita lis t class puts arm s 
in  the hands o f the w o rk in g  class. T ha t w ill,  in  the end, prove 
th e ir  undoing.

Now  w ar, as I  rem arked in m y speech la s t n igh t, destroys a 
lo t  o f th in gs  th a t are use fu l and valuable. I t  is a te rr ib le  ove r­
head cost hum an ity  has to  pay fo r  the de lay in  in s t itu t in g  social­
ism a fte r  cap ita lism  has outlived its  usefulness. T h is  de lay o f the  
revo lu tion  has v is ited  a te rr ib le  plague upon m ankind th a t is go­
in g  to  destroy no t thousands b u t m illio ns  o f human lives. I t  w i l l  
destroy g rea t accum ulations o f m a te ria l cu ltu re  th a t took decades 
o f human labo r to create. A s one sm all il lu s tra t io n  take the  c ity  
o f London today. Here is a g rea t c ity  w ith  centuries o f accum ul­
ated achievements o f m ankind being pounded to  dust. N ineteen 
consecutive days o f ibombing, and i t  stands to reason th a t the 
c ity  is a lready p a r tia lly  in ru ins.

The w a r destroys a g re a t m any th in gs  which w i l l  take much 
labo r to  replace. B u t w a r destroys some bad th in gs  also. Wax' 
pu ts an end to  a ll a m b ig u ity  and poses every question po in t» 
b lank. There m ig h t have been room  in  the past fo r  doubt as td  
how the w o rkers  can best solve the social problem . There w ere 
whole generations o f w o rkers  deluded w ith  the idea th a t the best 
w ay was the g radua l peaceful, inch by inch trade  un ion and p a r­
liam en ta ry  s trugg le . B y  th a t method the y  b u ilt  up great, trade  
unions and po litica l parties w ith  m illio ns  o f members and tens 
o f m illio ns  o f votes. These organ izations looked ve ry  im posing in  
tim es o f peace. They were ve ry  im p o rta n t. B u t w h a t happened 
to  them, to  these organ izations, th a t  hadn’t  learned how to  do 
a n y th in g  bu t pay dues one day and vote the next day? The 
m oment they  g o t one v io len t m il ita ry  b low  the y  were s im p ly  
finished. They were designed fo r  peace, no t fo r  w ar.

How  can anyone respect re fo rm is t pa rliam en ta rians  and v u l­
g a r trade un ion is ts  a fte r  w hat happened in Belg ium , N o rw ay  and 
France? M illio n s  o f people organized, the whole p ro le ta r ia t v i r ­
tu a lly  organ ized; pay ing  th e ir  dues; contracts signed w ith  the  
bosses; a ll equipped w ith  fu l l  s ta ffs  o f w e ll-pa id  o ffic ia ls  and 
business agents in  the un ions; m any o f the officers o f  long stand- 

(C o n tin ued  on P age 3)
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Jim Crow in the Galley
In  th is  week’s issue o f the P ittsbu rgh  Courie r 

there is a le tte r  from  15 colored men now serving 
on the U. S. S. Philadelph ia , stationed a t Pearl 
H arbor, in which they b it te r ly  condemn the J im  
C row  system in the N avy, and sound a w a rn in g  
to  a l l N egro youth considering en te ring  th is  
branch o f the service.

Consider how they must have been driven and 
aroused, before they would w r ite  and sign a le t­
te r o f th is  k ind— when they are s t i l l  in the N avy, 
and s t i l l  under con tro l o f the southern o ffice r 
caste who run  the sh ip !

They w r ite :
“ On en lis ting , we are given the same m ental 

and physica l exam ination as the w h ite  sailors 
and given to believe th a t we have the p riv ile ge  
o f choosing any branch o f the service the N avy 
o ffe rs . T h is  is no t true .

“ W ith  th ree  months o f tra in in g  in m aking 
beds, sh in ing  shoes and serv ing o ffice rs com- • 
pletcd, we are sent to  various ships and sta tions 
o f the N avy.

“ The w h ite  sa ilo r, a fte r  com ple ting his t ra in ­
in g  period, is not on ly  e lig ib le  fo r  the branch o f 
service he has chosen, bu t he is au tom atica lly  ad­
vanced in ra tin g  and his pay is increased to $36 
a m onth w ith o u t even having to take an exam­
ination.

“ In  our case, we have to  be in the service 
a fu l l  year a t ,$2t a m onth before we are e lig ib le  
fo r  advancement ra tin g . I t  is also necessary fo r  
us to take a com petitive  exam ination . Even i f  we 
pass, i t  doesn’t  mean necessarily th a t we w i l l  be 
ra ted and have our pay increased to $36 a month.

“ On th is  ship, out o f a crew  o f 750, there  are 
18 colored Ooys. ran g ing  in  ages from  18 to  25. 
They are fresh ou t o f h igh  school and some have 
a year o r tw o o f college education.

“ T h e ir w o rk  is lim ited  to w a it in g  on tab ic 
and m aking beds fo r  the officers.

“ In  the las t nine m onths there have been nine 
mess attendants g iven so lita ry  confinem ent on 
bread and water.

“ F ive  o f the nine were given b r ig  tim e  be­
cause o f f ig h tin g  and argum ents w ith  other en­
lis ted  men. F rom  th is  you w i l l  probably th in k  we 
are a p re tty  bad bunch. W e are not.

“ W ith  the tread in g  on and k ic k in g  around we 
receive here (w ith o u t being able to do an y th in g  
about i t ) ,  every la s t one o f us becomes b itte r  
enough to f ig h t a m ember o f our own fa m ily .

“ We, the mess attendants o f the Philadelphia, 
are not m ere ly s ta tin g  these fac ts  because o f our 
own p lig h t. In  do ing so, we sincerely hope to dis­
courage any o ther colored boys fro m  jo in in g  the 
N avy and make the same m istake we did.
- “ A l l  they  w ou ld  became-is sea-g<Hng'Jbe ll Imps-, 
chambermaids arid dishwashers.

“ We take i t  upon ourselves to w r ite  th is  le t­
te r, regardless o f any action the N ava l a u th o ri­
ties m ay take o r w hatever the  consequences 
m ay be.

“ We on ly  know  th a t i t  could not possib ly su r­
pass the m enta l c ru e lty  in flic te d  upon us on th is  
ship.”  And the le tte r  ends w ith  th e ir  s ignatures.

The same b itte r  s to ry  is to ld  in an anonymous 
a rtic le  in the J u ly  issue o f The Crisis, m onth ly  
m agazine o f the N .A .A .C .P ., w r itte n  by a colored 
man on a w a rsh ip  whose home sta tion  is Long 
Beach, C a lifo rn ia .

U. S. Government's Color Line
I t  po in ts  ou t th a t c o n tra ry  to  popu lar belief, 

“ Negroes cannot become p e tty  officers o r ch ie f 
p e tty  officers. The h ighest ran k  th a t can be ob­
tained is o ffice rs ’ cook o r steward, and even 
though a steward, one is s t i l l  looked upon as a 
mess a ttendan t.”

“ A f te r  a ll, he is a mess attendant. Just a mess 
a ttendant. O r sha ll we say ‘o ffice r’s boy’. H is  
duties consist o f serv ing  o ffice rs ’ meals, clean­
in g  o ffice rs ’ rooms, sh in ing  th e ir  shoes, check­
in g  th e ir  laundry , run n ing  errands fo r  them , car­
in g  fo r  th e ir  un ifo rm s, etc.”

“ The w h ite  o ffice r is usua lly  the type to per­
secute. He can and does m ake you r career d i f f i ­
c u lt fo r  you, because he knows th a t you cannot 
defend yourse lf.

“ O ur N egro sailors should he warned never to 
show a spark o f in te lligence i f  they w an t to spend 
fo u r  years in  the  navy. Everyone does his best 
to  keep a sm art Negro ‘ in his place’ . I f  one 
doesn’t  m ind being insulted by his superiors, i f  
he is the k ind  th a t wants to  be the ra g  under 
the w h ite  m an’s feet, i f  he is w illin g  to  stand by 
w h ile  others make ra tin gs , then he is the type the 
navy wants. He is the type th a t w i l l  make a suc­
cess as a messman.

“ M ost Negroes find th a t fo u r years in the 
navy is much too much fo r  them . P roo f o f th is  
fa c t is evident in the fa c t th a t on ly  1% re -cn lis t 
fo r  another fo u r years. Th is shows conclusively 
the a ttitud e  o f the modern Negro tow ard  w h ite  
supremacy and b ig o try .”

“ I  would like  to o ffe r  one suggestion, as th is  
s itu a tio n  deeply concerns every N egro in Am e­
rica . L e t’s not s it  and ta lk , and w a it fo r  sym ­
pathy. The N avy departm ent, and the govern­
ment, can and w il l  g ive you your equal r ig h ts  
when, and on ly when, you have fo u g h t and suc­
cessfu lly demanded them .”

F ig h t aga inst J im  Crow in the  armed forces 
by dem anding w o rkers ’ con tro l o f m il ita ry  t ra in ­
in g  and service!

ARCHITECTURAL, NOTE
Says a Minneapolis Star-Journal editorial: 

“L ’Enfant, architect who laid out the city of 
Washington, platted it with circles and diagonal 
streets not because he foresaw that this would 
be a convenience more than a century later, 
when the automobile had been invented, but be­
cause that design enabled a minimum of artillery 
to command the city in case of popular up­
risings.”

S .W .P . Candidate For U. S. Senate, Grace 
Carlson, Goes On Minnesota Ballot
MILITARY POLICY OF 
THE PROLETARIAT

(Continued from  page 2)
ing, substantia l people in the com m unity  both phys ica lly  and so­
c ia lly ; eve ry th in g  go ing fine u n t i l  the s itua tion  changed from  
peace, w h ich  is ou tlived and outmoded, to  w a r which is the logic 
o f the present day. A ll these organ izations fo r  peace were crushed 
like  egg shells. N o th in g  o f o rgan iza tion  rem ains But the sm all 
body o f revo lu tiona ry  people who realized th a t w a r was on the 
agenda and prepared themselves to  func tion  accordingly. There 
is no th ing  le f t  o f the Jouhaux unions in France. O f a ll h is con­
trac ts , his business agents, his treasu ry  and his pseudo-im port­
ance— no th in g  is le ft .  One decree o f a decrepit General Petain, 
“ W e don’t  w a n t these unions any more,”  and the game was up.

A nd th a t g re a t socia lis t p a r ty  o f Leon B lum , the p a rty  th a t 
m obilized m illio ns  o f votes and looked so b ig  in  tim es o f peace. 
The w a r s truck one pa ra lyz ing  blow, and the French Socia list 
P a r ty  w e n t down and ou t lik e  a sledged ox in  a s laugh te r house. 
Leon B lum  w inds up under a rrest a t V ich y  p ra c tica lly  lik e  a vag­
ra n t picked up on the street and th row n  in to  ja i l .  They are 
finished people these re fo rm is ts , men o f the past. Now  tim es call 
o-ut fo r  new men and a new type o f p a rty , a p a rty  b u ilt  fo r  wav.

They used to  make fu n  o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l— th is  
l i t t le  group ta lk in g  about w a r and revo lu tion , w h ich looked so 
in s ign ifica n t beside th e ir  num erica lly  im posing organizations. 
They boasted o f th e ir  own im portance when th e ir  movements 
were already m arked fo r ,  ignom in ious death. The F o u rth  In te r­
na tiona lis ts , on the  other harid. had an idea w hich contemplated 
the com ing events and they prepared to  surv ive  them. I  have the 
g re a t pleasure to re p o rt to  you th a t we have received word from  
our comrades in France— we were a ll g re a tly  d isturbed about 
the fa te  o f our comrades— we received w ord  th a t they  survived 
the w a r up to  now, th a t our comrades had slipped th rou gh  the 
nets and were no t on ly safe b u t were fu n c tio n in g  in l i t t le  groups 
and in contact w ith  each other. Even those in ja i l  d u rin g  the war. 
made th e ir  w ay ou t a t the  tim e  when everyone was runn ing , in ­
c lud ing the ja ilo rs . They took advantage o f the  general exodu3 
and m ixed themselves w ith  i t  and are s t i l l  there. I  am sure the 
same th in g  is tru e  in  o ther countries. Those who prepare in th e ir  
own m inds fo r  the  w a r are best qualified to  surv ive  and g row  
s tronger. The P h ilis tines  used to  sneer: “ The T ro tsky ite s— there 
are on ly  a few  hundred o f them .”  T rue, b u t they s t i l l  exist, m ore 
confident than ever. Leon B lum  could no t today ra l ly  together a 
fe w  hundred social democrats in  the  whole o f the occupied and 
unoccupied te rr ito r ie s  o f France. They were no t organized fo r  
w a r. T h a t is w h y  they succumbed to the f irs t  'blow. O nly those 
pa rties  adapted fo r  w ar, ready to  c a rry  th in gs  th rou gh  to  the 
ve ry  end, to  a m il i ta ry  so lu tion o f the problem ,— only they w ill 
be able to  surv ive  and conquer.

THE FUTURE OF THE TRADE UNIONS
N ow  I  come to another phase o f th is  problem — the tra n s ­

fo rm a tio n  o f th is  society fro m  a peace to  a perm anent w a r basis 
as it  a ffects the trade  un ion movement. One th in g  is absolutely 
c lear: The days o f the old rou tine  re fo rm is t trade unions are 
nUm'beVOd.'They w i l l  Trot be~able to s u rv iv e  th e  w a r-a s  indepen­
dent organ izations. The trade  union movement w i l l  be able to  s u r­
v ive on ly  in so fa r as i t  takes the road o f resolute s trugg le  against 
the ca p ita lis t system. The tra d it io n a l n o n -fig h ting  trade  union 
in the  U n ited  States w i l l  s u ffe r  the same fa te  as those in France, 
Be lg ium  and N orw ay, unless the revo lu tiona ry  elements are able 
to  v ita lize  them  fro m  w ith in  and insp ire  them  w ith  a s p ir it  of 
revo lu tiona ry  s trugg le .

And s im ila r ly  the w o rk  o f our own comrades in these unions 
has to  undergo’ a change. W e ourselves have been a ffec ted  by 
the whole general perspective o f long  years o f slow  progress. 
N in e ty  per cent o f our trade  union a c t iv ity  in  the past had to do 
w ith  l i t t le  agreements and com binations w ith  progressive and 
non-progressive elements in order to ga in  a fe w  inches in the 
economic strugg le . W e have to continue the s trugg le  fo r  im m e­
diate demands in the trade unions. I t  is necessary to  continue a ll 
the pa tien t, day to ’ day w ork , to  guard  every ga in , w atch every 
contact. In  th is  w o rk  we collaborate w ith  everybody— w hether 
progressive or reac tiona ry— in the da ily  in te rests o f the workers.

B u t a t the same tim e  we have to  realize, and make the w ork- 
.ers rea lize increasing ly , th a t there is no t go ing to  be the possib il­
i ty  in  Am erica  fo r  a long period o f g ro w th  and s ta b ility  o f con­
serva tive trade  unions. Such visions o f the  trade union bureau­
cra ts represent a m irage. They are th in k in g  in  term s o f the w orld  
o f yesterday. Am erica is go ing in to  the w a r w ith  express tra in  
speed. The unions w il l  be confronted w ith  th is  a lte rna tive— they 
w i l l  e ithe r tu rn  sharp ly, develop a revo lu tiona ry  po licy, begin a 
s tru g g le  fo r  power hand in  hand w ith  the revo lu tiona ry  w in g  o f 
the arm y, o r they w il l  cease to  ex is t. A t  best they w il l  be re le ­
gated to mere appendages o f the governm ent, having no inde­
pendent power. I t  is in  th is  tone th a t we m ust speak louder in 
the unions and in  the factories.

WE MUST TIGHTEN OUR OWN RANKS
W e have to  look over our own p a rty . A l l  those comrades o f 

the p a rty  who are in  the  conservative trade unions, who have in 
one w ay o r another begun to  succumb to  th a t s t if l in g  atmosphere, 
who have begun to  develop tendencies to avoid s trugg le  and le t 
w e ll enough alone— a ll those p a rty  comrades who are s in k ing  in ­
to  th a t quagm ire m ust be pulled up short. They m ust be rem inded 
th a t the one m ost im p o rta n t th in g  in th is  epoch is to  bu ild  a re ­
v o lu tio n a ry  p a rty . O n ly a revo lu tiona ry  p a r ty  can insp ire  the 
unions to meet the tes t o f the new tim es. W e have to  in s is t m ore 
than ever upon the  p a r ty  resp on s ib ility  o f every comrade.

Y o u r s treng th  in  the unions is the s treng th  o f you r pa rty . 
Don’t  fo rg e t it .  A ll  these co llabora tors o f the day; a ll these trade 
union m ilita n ts  who look so good in  norm al, peaceful tim es, who 
are good enough fo r  a local s tr ik e  hu t have no general concepts 
— how qu ick ly  these people can be transfo rm ed under the pres­
sure o f the social cris is. O n ly those w i l l  be able to  stand up in the 
com ing period who are fo r t if ie d  by g re a t general ideas— not 
otherw ise. You w il l  have some bad disappointm ents i f  you bdlieve 
fo r  one m om ent th a t a m an who has n o t ye t broken his allegiance 
to  cap ita lism  in general w i l l  be able to stand up under the pres­
sure o f w a r. N o t a t a ll. Some o f our comrades have a lready had 
some ve ry  p a in fu l experiences along th is  line . Those people can 
stand up under pressure who’ have an tic ipa ted  pressure and can 
see beyond i t  to  the  goal o f the new society.

Above a ll, we have to develop our p a r ty  as a p a r ty  o f a new 
type. A l l  the old p a r ty  organ izations were b u ilt  fo r  peace. They 
can’t  surv ive  in  th is  new epoch o f un ive rsa l m ilita r is m . The only 
p a r ty  th a t can surv ive  is the one th a t adapts its e lf  to  un iversa l 
m ilita r is m  and aims a t the s trugg le  fo r  power. I t  can’t  be 
a spraw ling , s low-m oving, undiscip lined organ iza tion . I t  m ust be 
h ig h ly  centra lized, w ith  iro n  d iscip line in its  ranks. I t  m ust be 
able to  func tion , i f  necessary, under a ll k inds o f persecution. I t  
needs a s trong  leadership. We have to  select ou t o f the ranks 
tested and trus ted  people fo r  lead ing positions and give them fu l l  
a u th o rity . O nly so w il l  we ‘be able to  move fa s t and s tr ik e  hard 
as a un ited , d iscip lined organ iza tion .

D u ring  the past year we made gains of h is to r ic  significance.

M IN N E A P O L IS , Oct. 6— P e ti­
tions bearing over 2,600 s igna­
tures— 600 more than lega lly  re ­
qu ired— Were handed to the Sec­
re ta ry  o f S tate o f Minnesota yes­
terday by the cam paign com m it­
tee fo r  Grace Carlson, runn ing  
fo r U n ited  States Senator on the 
T ro ts k y is t A n ti-w a r P a rty  ticke t. 
E lection res tric tions  ruled out 
Comrade Carlson’s use o f the 
p a rty ’s o ffic ia l name, the Social­
is t W orkers P a rty .

The program of trade union 
epntio l of a un iversal m ilita ry  
tra in in g  program, centra l plank 
in  the T ro tsky is t p la tfo rm , has 
gained the in te rest and sym pathy 
of thousands of M innesota w ork­
ers and farm ers. Scores of mem­
bers and sym pathizers of the So­
c ia lis t W orkers P arty  partic ipated 
in the signature d rive  and receiv­
ed a u n ifo rm ly  fr ie n d ly  response. 
Signed petitions came in  not only 
from  the workers’ neighborhoods 
in the T w in  C ities, but also from  
outstate fa rm  communities.

Speaks to  Negroes

D r. Carlson delivered her firs t 
campaign speech a fte r filing , on 
Sunday afternoon at a forum  
sponsored by the M inneapolis Ne­
gro Youth Council, to w h ich rep­
resentatives of a ll po litica l par- I 
lies were inv ited . Representatives 
of the Republican, Democratic, 
Farmer-Labor, Socialist and Com­
m unist parties also partic ipated.

Stressing tha t the em ancipation 
of the Negroes was part of the 
strugg le of a ll workers to free 
themselves from  cap ita lis t exp lo it­
ation, Comrade Carlson urged the 
Negro workers in  the audience 
to prepare to partic ipa te  in the 
revo lu tion w h ich  w il l  do away 
w ith  the system tha t oppresses 
them. In  contrast to the pure ly  
pacifist program  of the represent­
ative, W illia m  Herron <\vho called 
fo r support to the M arcantonio 
b i ll to repeal the Burke-Wad- 
sw prth  b i l l) .  Dr. Carlson gave a 
m ilita n t working-class program 
fo r trade union contro l of m ilita ry  
tra in in g , and fo r union wages and 
conditions in  the arm y and navy 
and on a ll national defense w ork.

Grace Carlson, S.W.P. Candidale 
In Minnesola Senatorial Race

“ In  a w orld  in  flames, w ith  
every con tinent an armed camp, 
he who puts fo rth  a pacifist pro­
gram  as a so lu tion  to the prob­
lems o f w ar and fascism BE­
TRAYS T H E  W O R KERS," she 
stated. “ O nly armed w orkers can 
lay the foundation fo r a society 
of the free and equal.”

She scored heav ily  w ith  the au­
dience when rem ind ing  them  that 
less than two years ago the Com­
m un ist P arty  and its  Minnesota 
spokesmen were the most ardent 
supporters of Roosevelt and of the

war they now term  im peria lis t. 
The audience laughed apprec ia tiv ­
ely as she prophesied a new tu rn  
in  the Com m unist P arty  line  when 
and i f  S ta lin  again draws closer 
to the U n ited States and B r ita in .

W ill Speak Sunday

Sunday, October 13th, Dr. C a rl­
son w i l l  speak at the Sunday Fo­
rum  at 919 M arquette avenue, 
M inneapolis. The forum  starts at 
3:30 p. m „ the admission is 10c. 
and a ll workers are welcome to 
attend.

W hile  Comrade T ro tsky  was s t i l l  a live  to help us we had the 
poss ib ility  of figu ring  out in  our ranks a fundam ental struggle 
w h ich  prepared us to bu ild  the pa rty  o f a new type. We had 
people who set up a great how l about “ bureaucratism .”  They 
wanted a pa rty  where one could do as he pleased; have the honor 
and badge of the F ourth  In te rn a tion a l w ith o u t any personal res­
pons ib ility . And i f  the pa rty  at any tim e demanded any th ing  of 
them, they raised a hue and cry  about the in jus tices they were 
su ffe ring . When these m ilk-sops cried about “ bureaucratism ”  
they rea lly  meant to protest against cen tra lism  and discip line.
I  thought many times, and I  said many tim es to comrades, tha t 
the grievance the rea l p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion is ts  in  the pa rty  
held against us was th a t the accusations of the petty-bourgeois 
m in o r ity  were not even ha lf truo.

The workers in  the pa rty  w ant d iscip line. They w ant cen­
tra liza tio n . They want a pa rty  tha t doesn’t  pe rm it anybody to 
make a fool of it .  They want a p a rty  tha t demands o f every 
leader tha t he put his whole life , his whole tim e, inc lud ing  his 
personal life , a t the disposal of the pa rty . Our movement is not 
p lay ing  fo r fun . I t  aims to take power in  th is  country. For 
tha t we need a hard party , a firm  party. I t  is a great advantage 
fo r us th a t we got r id  of th is  petty-bourgeois opposition. We 
improved the composition o f our p a rty : we got r id  of a lo t of 
windbagism. We got r id  of a lo t of deadwood and are now in  
a position to take some real steps forw ard.

I t  is tim e now to b rin g  the struggle w ith  the petty-bourgeois 
faction  to a de fin itive  conclusion. You know the m in o r ity  refused 
to accept the decisions of the convention. In  order to be perfectly  
fa ir  and give them tim e to th in k  it over we allowed them a period 
o f nearly s ix  months of suspension, not expulsion, to accept the 
decisions of the convention m a jo r ity  and restore th e ir  pa rty  
standing. They haven’t  availed themselves of th is  exceptional 
concession. In  the m eantim e they have developed p o lit ic a lly  fa r 
aw ay fro m  us as a ty p ic a l le ft-S o c ia lis t, pa c ifis t clique. T he ir 
ideological leader, Burnham , has renounced socialism . We haven’t 
a n y th in g  in  common w ith  them po litica lly . They have more than 
used up the cred it balance of probation we allowed them. We 
don 't w an t any am b ig u ity  and confusion in  the public m ind rega rd ­
in g  them and us as two w ings of the same movement. I t  is the 
unanimous recommendation o f the N ational Committee tha t the 
suspension o f the convention m in o r ity  he changed to unconditiona l 
expulsion at th is  conference.

A WARNING AGAINST SUPER CAUTION
Our second recommendation is tha t we begin a closer check­

ing  up of pa rty  responsib ility , d isc ip line  and loya lty  w ith o u t per­
m it t in g  any panic in the ranks. We have two th ings  to fear 
now, and we must, steer a course between them. One is care­
lessness and irre spon s ib ility , and the other is super-caution, a 
spy hu n t and general jitte rine ss  in  the organization. The second 
is by fa r the greater danger. We are proposing a measure th a t 
w ill tend to e lim inate  both o f them. I have talked about a party  
tha t says i t  w i l l  stop at no th ing sho rt of the struggle fo r power 
and w ill figh t to the end to overth row  cap ita lism . Such a pa rty  
cannot exist w ith  a leadership tha t is scared fo r itse lf o r a ffilia ted  
w ith  nervousness of any k ind .

We are under great pressure and w il l  be under s t i l l  greater 
pressure. We know tha t we are dealing w ith  a m urderous ma­
chine in  S ta lin ’s GPU. We know th a t Comrade T ro tsky  was not 
the firs t, and probably w i l l  not be the last, v ic tim  of th is  m urder 
machine. Our pa rty  m ust also expect persecutions from  the 
W all Street government. Realiz ing a ll th is , some comrades have 
wondered i f  we cou ldn't do som ething to preserve our leaders 
from  danger— perhaps put them on ice, {  suppose. From  the 
very f irs t hour since the assassination of T ro tsky  we have con­
ducted a resolute struggle against th is  psychology. Scared people 
are not, going to be able to lead anybody. One who takes pa rt 
in  the revo lu tiona ry  movement by tha t fact has to encounter 
certa in  risks. M illio ns  of young Am erican w orkers ' are going to 
be th row n  in to  the war. M any of them w il l  lose th e ir  lives. 
These are dangerous times. But they are dangerous fo r every­
body, not on ly  fo r  us. R evolu tion ists m ust face the hazards of 
our tim e, and not fear them. A  good one-half or three-fourths of 
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“Socialist Appeal”

Is Banned in 
British West Indies

E d ito r:
Accord ing to pronouncement 

made by the Government here, the 
Socialist Appeal Newspaper wh ich 
you send me is banned. I  am 
asking you to cease sending me 
any more as according to laws 
recently passed i f  they continue 
com ing i t  w il l be a great offense 
aga inst the Government.

W ish ing  your press a ll tha t is 
good and grandest of success,

K E M U E L G R A H A M  
K ingston. Jamaica.
R ritish  W est Indies

S ta te m e n t o f  th e  o w n e rsh ip , m ana  ce­
m ent. c ir c u la t io n ,  e tc ., re q u ire d  by  the  
A c ts  o f  Comeres» o f  A u g u s t 24, 1012 and  
M a rc h  3. 1033 o f  S o c ia lis t  A p pea l, p u b ­
lished  w e e k ly  a t  New Y o rk ,  N . Y . fo r  
O ct. 1. 1040. S ta te  o f N e w  Y o rk .  C o un ty  
o f  M a n h a tta n .

B e fo re  me. a  n o ta ry  p u b lic  in  a n d  fo r  
the  S ta le  and  c o u n ty  a fo re s a id , pe rso n ­
a l ly  appeared R u th  J e f fre y ,  w h o . h a v ­
in g  been d u ly  a w o rn  a cco rd in g  to  la w . 
deposes an d  says  th a t  she is  th e  B u s i­
ness M a n a g e r o f  th e  S o c ia lis t  A p p e a l and 
th a t  the  fo llo w in g  Is. to  the  bes t o f  h e r  
know led ge  an d  b e lie f, a t ru e  s ta te m e n t 
o f  the  o w n e rs h ip , m anage m en t (and  i f  a 
d a l ly  paper, the  c irc u la t io n ) ,  e tc ., o f  the 
a fo re s a id  p u b lic a tio n  fo r  th e  da te  show n 
in the  above ca p tio n , re q u ire d  by  the  A c t 
o f  A u g u s t 24. 1912. as am ended b y  the  
A c t o f  M a rch  3. 1933. em bodied in  sec­
t io n  R37. P o s ta l L a w s  and R e f la t io n s ,  
p r in te d  on th e  reverse  o f  t h is  fo rm . 
to  w i t :

1. T h a t  th e  nam es and  addresses o f 
the  p u b lis h e r, e d ito r, m a n a g in g  tM iito r. 
and business m an a g e rs  a re :

t ’ u b lis b e r. S o c ia lis t  A p p e a l P u b lis h in g  
Assn .. 11G U n iv e rs ity  p lace .

E k lito ra . F e l ix  M o rro w . A lb e r t  G o ld ­
m an. 116 U n iv e rs ity  P lace.

M a n a g in g  TOditor. None.
B us iness  M a n a g e rs . R u th  J e f fre y .  I l f  

X T n lve rs ity  r ia c e .
2. T h a t  th e  o w n e r is :  ( I f  ow ned b y  a 

c o rp o ra t io n , i t s  nam e  and  add ress  m ust 
lie  s ta te d  and  a ls o  im m e d ia te ly  th e re ­
un d e r thp  natmes and add resses o f  s to c k ­
h o ld e rs  o w n in g  o r  h o ld in g  one p e r cent 
o r  m ore  o f  to ta l a im ount o f  s to ck . I f  no t 
ow ned b y  a c o rp o ra t io n , th e  nam es and 
addresses o f  th e  in d iv id u a l o w n e rs  m u s t 
lie  g ive n . I f  ow ned by  a f ir m ,  co m p a n y  
o r  o i l ie r  u n in c o rp o ra te d  conce rn , its  
nam e and  address, as  w e ll as  those o f  
each in d iv id u a l m em ber, m u s t  lx* g ive n .)

S o c ia lis t A p pea l P u b lis h in g  A ssn ., 11C 
U n iv e rs ity  P lace .

F e l ix  M o rro w . 11C U n iv e rs ity  P lace. 
A lb e r t  G o ldm an . IUJ U n iv e r s it y  P lace. 
R u th  J e f fre y .  11(5 U n iv e rs ity  P lace .
3. T h a t  th e  k n o w n  bon dho ld ers , m o r t ­

gagees. and  o th e r  s e c u r ity  h o ld e rs  o w n ­
ing  o r  h o ld in g  1 p e r cent o r  m ore  o f 
to ta l a m o u n t o f  lxn ids . m o rtg a g e s , o i 
o th e r  s e c u r it ie s  a re :  ( I f  th e re  a re  none, 
so s ta te . Noire.

4. T h a t the  tw o  p a ra g ra p h s  nex t above, 
g iv in g  th e  nam es o f  th e  ow ners , s to c k ­
ho lders , an d  s e c u r ity  h o ld e rs . I f  any. 
c o n ta in  no t o n ly  th e  l is t  o f  s to ckh o ld e rs  
and s e c u r ity  h o lde rs  as th e y  a p p e a r upon 
the  books o f  th e  com pa-ny b u t a lso , in 
cases w h e re  th e  s to c k h o ld e r o r  s e c u r ity  
h o ld e r ap p e a rs  ujx»n the  books o f  the  
co m p a n y  as tru s te e  o r  in  a n y  o th e r  f id u ­
c ia ry  re la t io n , th e  nam e o f  th e  person 
o r  c o rp o ra t io n  fo r  w h o m  such tru s te e  is  
a c t in g , is  g iv e n : a lso  th a t  th e  sa id  tw o  
p a ra g ra p h s  c o n ta in  s ta te m e n ts  e m b ra c ­
in g  a f f ia n t ’s  f u l l  know led ge  and b e lie f  
as to  the  c irc u m s ta n c e s  an d  co n d it io n s  
u n d e r w h ich  s to ckh o ld e rs  and  s e c u r ity  
h o ld e rs  w h o  do no t a p p e a r upon the 
books o f  th e  com pany  as tru s te e s , b o ld  
s tock  and  s e c u r it ie s  in a  c a p a c ity  o th e r  
th a n  th a t  o f  a  bona fid e  m in e r :  and th is  
a f f ia n t  has no reason to  be lie ve  th a t  a n y  
o th e r  |>er.son. a ss o c ia tio n , o r  c o rp o ra t io n  
has a n y  in te re s t d ire c t o r  in d ire c t in  th e  
s a id  s to ck , bonds, o r  o th e r  s e cu rit ie s  
th a n  as  so s ta te d  b y  h im .

R u th  J e f fre y  
'Sw orn to  and  su b s c r ilie d  be fo re  m e 

th is  7 d a y  o f  O ct. 1940
I r v in g  J . B a rd  

I r v in g  J. B a rd . C o m m iss io n e r o f  !>eeds 
N. Y . Co. C le r k ’s  No. 198. R eg. N o. 63BO 
K in g s  Co. C le rk s  N o . 96. R eg. No. 140 
Commission© Expires December 20. 1940.

Child Labor 
I i  Revived 
By Stalin

On October 3, the TASS released a d ispatch 
s ta tin g  th a t: “ F o r the purpose o f estab lish ing 
State labor reserves fo r  in d u s try , the Presid ium  
o f the Supreme Soviet o f the USSR has found i t  
necessary to  tra in  annua lly  fo r  subsequent tra n s ­
fe r  in to  in d u s try  S tate labor reserves number» 
ing  from  800.000 to 1,000.000 persons by tra in in g  
urban and ru ra l you th  to  ce rta in  in d u s tr ia l p ro ­
fessions a t professional schools . . .  A ll  persons 
who1 have te rm ina ted  (courses in )  professional, 
ra ilroa d  and in d u s tr ia l schools w i l l  be considered 
mobilized and m ust w o rk  fo u r consecutive years 
a t S tate enterprises.”  (N . Y . T imes, Oct. 3 ).

The m obilized you th  fa lls  in to  tw o groups, 
ages 14-15, and ages 16-17, and “ cannot be used 
by people’s com m issaria ts and enterprises w ith ­
ou t governm ent perm ission.”

W h ile  the o rig in a l te x t o f th is  decree is not 
y e t ava ilab le— i f  i t  ever w i l l  be— the th in ly  veiled 
te rm ino logy o f the TASS dispatch reveals ju s t 
w ha t is involved in th is  la tes t decree, namely, the 
lega liza tion  o f ch ild  labor. C h ild ren w i l l  w o rk  in 
in d u s tr ia l enterprises as a conscrip t a rm y, “ w ith  
governm ent perm ission o n ly ” .

Soviet in d u s try  has been s u ffe r in g  fro m  an 
increas ing ly  acute shortage, o f labor. W ith  the 
g ro w th  o f in d iv id u a lis tic  tendencies in  the v i l­
lages, and the w orsen ing o f the w o rk in g  condi­
tions in recent years in  the cities, the flo w  o f 
peasants in to  urban centers has dw indled. The 
labo r force has been fu r th e r  depicted by a rm y  
m ob iliza tion  and the heavy losses o f lives in the  
F inn ish  cam paign. Las t year an a tte m p t was 
made to draw  women in to  in du s try . B u t th is- 
cam paign suffered a m iserable fiasco. To compen­
sate fo r  the labo r shortage, ha rshe r and harsher 
labo r leg is la tion  has been introduced. The re ­
gim e though t th a t i t  had solved the problem  
w ith  the passage o f the June 26 laws w h ich  
abolished the 35-hour week, decreed in  its  stead 
the 48-hour week, made i t  a c r im in a l offense 
to q u it one’s job  o r to  absent oneself w ith o u t 
leave— primes punishable by forced labo r term s 
to  be served a t the same place o f employments 
a t 25% less pay, etc.

In  Ju ly , P ravda indulged in w is h -fu lf il lm e n t, 
by s ta tin g : ’’The loophole— tardiness o f w o rk ­
ers, m iss ing o f w orkdays and labo r tu rno ve r—  
which was o ften  used by m any as an excuse fo r ’ 
the fa ilu re  to  fu l f i l l  the plan-norm s, has now 
been plugged up.”  (P ravda, Ju ly  26.) The masses, 
however, are res is ting  the June laws. Hence the 
la te s t decree.

In  the s trugg le  aga inst the masses the 
bureaucracy needs sharp weapons, especially, a 
“ labo r reserve” . I t  now proposes to  construct 
th is  reserve ou t o f child labor. T h a t is the mean­
in g  o f S ta lin ’s la test, a n ti- la b o r decree.

FRENCH SOCIALISTS SUPPORT 
THE PETAIN GOVERNMENT

There seems to be no l im it  to  the p o litica l 
degeneracy o f the “ socia lis ts”  o f the  Second In ­
te rna tion a l. We m a y  have tho ugh t th a t they h it  
bottom  when th e ir  Reichstag group gave a vote 
o f confidence to H it le r ’s fo re ign  po licy  in  M arch ,’ 
1933. in the hope o f saving th e ir  skins. (H it le r  
kicked them out the nex t day.) L ike  the Bouifoons 
these “ socia lis ts”  lea rn  no th ing.

O f the 150 Socia lis t deputies and senators 
present when the N a tion a l Assem bly voted abo li­
tio n  o f the pa rlia m en ta ry  reg im e and granted 
fu l l  power to Peta in , 125 voted fo r  the new “ con­
s t itu t io n ” . Some 85 o f these Socia list pa rliam en­
ta rians, led by Spinasse, are ac tive ly  suppo rting  
the Peta in governm ent and are fa v o rin g  the 
p ro jec t fo r  the creation o f a s ing le  un ited French 
p a rty .

The ideology o f the S oc ia lis t m a jo r ity  sup-" 
p o rtin g  P eta in was fo rm u la ted  as fo llow s, a t the 
tim e  o f the  a rm is tice :

“ We are ready to  accept the m ost rad ica l 
changes i f  they would on ly  a llev ia te  the condition 
o f shattered France. The P eta in  governm ent, the 
abo lition  o f the old dem ocratic system, the new 
con s titu tion a l regim e, w i l l  m ake easier nego tia­
tions w ith  Germ any and there fore, be sup­
ported by the Socialists.”  To f ig h t Germ any, “ we”  
m ust support the bourgeoisie ; to  make peace and 
subord inate ourselves to  Germ any, “ we”  m ust 
support the hourgeoisie. In  a word, a lways sup­
p o r t the bourgeoisie. T h a t was and rem ains the 
ideology o f these licksp ittle s .

One o f these “ soc ia lis t”  scoundrels, w r i t in g  
in the organ o f his Am erican s im ila rs , the New 
Leader (O ct. 5) says in  fu r th e r  exp lanation  o f 
th is  ideology:

“ To th is  we m ay add, by  w ay o f elaboration 
o f th is  v iew , th a t in p ropo rtion  as the new reg im e 
begins to  develop in to  a system which m ay la s t 
a long tim e, i t  w i l l  no t he an elective b u t a selec­
tive  reg im e. The cause fo r  w h ich we have always 
s trugg le d  requires th a t Socia lis t elements be re ­
presented in the new ‘na tiona l e lite .’ ”

To comment on th is  would he g ild in g  the li ly .

NO MINIMUM WAGE 
FOR PUERTO RICO

The w orkers  o f P uerto  Rico w i l l  be excluded 
fro m  the benefits o f the W age-H our A c t because 
the  House passed on an exem ption fo r  the in ­
dustries o f P uerto  Rico as a r id e r  to the cori^; 
ference re p o rt on the  re l ie f  'b ill. The r id e r was 
introduced to the re l ie f  b ill by Senator W ill ia m ' 
K in g  o f U tah . Senate and House conferees 
agreed to  leave the prov is ion in  the re lie f  b i l l  
and the House vote assured the needle and sug a r 
industries  o f Puerto Rico o f th e ir  exem ption. 
The w orkers  in these industries  in Puerto Rico 
have been paid s ta rva tio n  wages and th is  action 
again pe rm its  the  bosses to  low er wages and 
further exploit; the workers.
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It's Up to the C IO
A week’s intensive activ ity in Washington has 

resulted in complete clarification of the govern­
ment’s policy toward corporations which violate 
the Wagner Act and decisions under that act by the 
National Labor Relations Board. A series of state­
ments by Secretary Knox of the Navy Department, 
Assistant Secretary Patterson of the War Depart­
ment, the Controller General (who O.K.’s all pay­
ments by government agencies), Attorney General 
Jackson, and a spokesman for the National De­
fense Advisory Commission, have all taken the 
identical position. I hat position is that the govern­
ment w ill continue to give contracts to corporations 
found guilty of violating the labor laws!

Not even Sidney Hillman cah now pretend, 
even for a moment, that the governmental policy 
is not crystal-clear. As a matter of fact, when the 
government spokesmen whom we have listed had 
all put in their unambiguous statements, Hillman 
added one of his own. He was asked, at a hearing 
Tuesday of the Smith committee investigating the 
N.L.R.B., whether he agreed with the statements 
made by the War and Navy Departments. And he 
answered:

" I ’ve got to agree. The army and navy have 
the power. Questions of a ll kinds come up every 
day, requiring sensible and constructive solutions. 
In  every case the first consideration is whether it 
w ill help or harm national defense.”

.Less than a week previously, Hillman had sent 
a telegram to the Pittsburgh meeting of 125 steel 
workers’ representatives who were considering the 
problem of Bethlehem Steel, which has been con­
victed of violating the labor laws but which has, 
nevertheless, received well over a billion dollars’ 
war orders. Hillman had transmitted an “ infor­
m al" opinion from Attorney General Jacksont 
which Hillman interpreted to mean that all gov­
ernment agencies must refuse war orders to cor­
porations violating the labor laws.

Yet five days later Hillman was telling the 
Smith committee that the army and navy could 
do as they pleased. “ Of all the backtracking H ill­
man’s was the most startling, causing gasps among 
committee members and spectators,”  the New York 
Post reported.

Hillman is a vice-president of the CIO. But he 
doesn’t take orders from the CIO. He takes his 
orders from the army and navy: “ I ’ve got to 
agree," he whined. I t  was a very clever, foxy 
maneuver that he had cooked up— sending that 
message to the Pittsburgh conference of the SWOC 
to stymie any move toward a strike. But the men 
who wield the power' in the government and the 
big corporations for whom they wield it, could not 
let H illm an’s move leave behind any ambiguity 
about the government’s position.

I t ’s up to the CIO now—squarely up to the 
CIO leadership. The government isn’t  going to 
push the law-breakers into line. On the contrary, 
the government is going to join hands with those 
law-breakers in pushing the unions out of the way.

Three years and more of lobbying in Washing­
ton have proved utterly fruitless. It is time now 
for the CIO leadership to do the job where it has 
to be done— in the plants, organizing and prepar­
ing the workers for struggle. The fight henceforth 
must be a direct collision between the unions and 
the law-breaking corporations. Direct action of the 
unions to push the corporations into line—that is 
the only possible road for the trade union move­
ment.

Congratulations to 544
The Minneapolis General Drivers Union merits 

the warmest congratulations for the unyielding 32- 
months’ battle it has waged against a frame-up. 
¿The detailed story, appears on page 1 of this is­

sue.) During the past six years of epic labor 
struggles, Local 544 has been unsurpassed in the 
field of direct action. In this latest battle, fought in 
the treacherous quagmires of boss courts and laws, 
Local 544 acquitted itself with admirable courage, 
devotion to union principles, and class-conscious 
intelligence. The begrudging acquittal wrung from 
a hostile judge is but an added measure of the 
splendid achievements o f Local 544, a hard-won 
testimonial to its unsullied record.

For the labor movement to view the outcome 
of this case as an unqualified victory, however, is 
to invite disaster. The one real victory would be 
the complete rejection by the boss courts o f any 
jurisdiction in this case. This alone might have 
guaranteed the elementary right of the labor move­
ment to conduct its own affairs free from the threat 
of legal intervention by employer-dominated 
courts.

The fact of the suit constitutes in itself a sinis­
ter precedent. Through this precedent, we may be 
sure the bosses w ill soon again stretch their slimy 
fingers toward m ilitant labor in iMinnesota and 
elsewhere. Now any fink or stool-pigeon who suc­
ceeds in weaseling his way into a local union may 
concoct a “ case”  against its members and officers 
and drag them before an enemy court.

The removal by court order of Carl Skoglund, 
Local 544 president, is sheer judicial malevolence, 
a token of Judge Carroll’s eagerness to salvage in 
retreat any brick from the wrecked edifice of the 
finks’ case to hurl at organized labor.

The anti-alien clause in the International 
Teamsters constitution, which Judge Carroll used 
to oust Skoglund, is an archaic remnant of the 
early beginnings of the International. I t  is as much 
a living law as the Minneapolis ordinance, still on 
the statute books, forbidding the driving of an 
auto faster than 15 miles per hour on Minneapolis 
streets unless preceded by a runner waving a red 
flag. We might regard in better light the Judge’s 
concern for upholding the strict letter of union 
law, had he instructed the fink plaintiffs to first 
seek redress for their alleged grievances through 
the channels o f the International, as laid down in 
the International Constitution. While resurrecting 
a single discarded clause, the judge summarily 
tosssed into the waste basket the entire constitu­
tion of the Teamsters International. That fact 
alone should put the workers on guard against the 
precedents established by this decision.

The Sky’s the Limit
Congress has approved an "Excess Profits”  Law 

which gives W all Street iron-clad guarantees that 
many millionaires w ill become billionaires and the 
billionaries w ill just stop counting. The sky’s the 
lim it. The scoundrelly business is wrapped around 
by 350 or more pages of technical monkeyshines, 
but the raw meat of it  drips right through. This 
law makes all previous blood-profits seem like mere 
marble-snatching.

The law accomodatingly provides two alter­
native methods of freeing profits from government 
taxation. Corporations with high profit levels bet­
ween 1936-1939 can take those profit levels as their 
“ normal”  income. Industries like steel, with low 
rates of profit on huge capital “ investment” , are 
provided with a minimum percentage of profit so 
high that they w ill never have to disgorge more 
than a meager fraction of their billions o f profit.

General Motors, for example, which has 
averaged hundreds of millions yearly in profits 
during the last three years, w ill not have to pay 
the excess profit tax on 95 per cent of this amount. 
For the rest, it w ill only pay a maximum of 25 to 
50 per cent tax on profits ABOVE this already 
tremendous figure of “ average”  profits. U. S. Steel 
w ill not pay the tax except on profits exceeding 8 
per cent of its total capital “ investment” , which 
means a guarantee of tax-free profits running into 
a half billion dollars yearly. Older workers, who 
recall how U. S. Steel and similar monopolies were 
put together, need not be reminded that the capital 
“ investment”  of such combines is largely a matter 
of slick accounting.

And in return for submitting to these "excess 
profits”  Wall Street is rewarded with two pieces 
of candy: (1) an "amortization”  clause which per­
mits profiteers to divert all taxable profits within 
a five year period to pay for the entire cost o f new 
plants and equipment and (2) there is no longer 
any lim it to the amount of profit which the fat 
boys can make on war orders.

As Barron’s, the W all Street weekly, so aptly 
put it, "Probably the worst business can be justly 
accused of is the normal practice of trying to drive 
the best bargain possible."

Well, they drove it.

Butler’s Edict
The president o f Colum bia U n iv e rs ity , D r. N icholas 

M u rra y  B u tle r, has to ld  the  students and fa c u lty  o f 
the la rge s t educational in s titu tio n  in Am erica  w hat 
is expected o f them  in  the com ing w a r period. A ca­
demic freedom , he declared, is no t fo r  students, and 
extends, so fa r  as the fa c u lty  is concerned, on ly  to  
the lim its  defined by m illio n a ire  u n iv e rs ity  trustees.

A ccord ing to  the B u tle r de fin ition , the ideal student 
is one who uses his head fo r  the sole purpose o f sup­
p o rtin g  a steel helm et. The jo b  o f the ideal teacher 
is to  convince the student th a t no (better use has yet 
been devised fo r  the abode o f the bra in .

B u tle r ’s pronouncem ent was greeted w ith  w e ll- 
n igh  un iversa l approval by  the c a p ita lis t press. I t  is 
th is  eager approval, ra th e r  than the words o f the in ­
d iv idua l D r. B u tle r, which reveals how fa r  along the 
road to  the complete suppression o f dem ocratic r ig h ts  
the ru lin g  class is prepared to  tra ve l.

The p o lit ic a l and technical requirem ents fo r  im per­
ia lis t  w a r w ipes ou t a l l d is tinc tions o f f ro n t  o r  rear. 
T o ta lita ria n ism  seeks to  ru le  equa lly the ba ttle -fie ld , 
production  line, o r college campus.

Local 544 Defeats 
Anti-Union Suit

WEST COAST 
FIREMEN GO 
OUT ON STRIKE
Steam Schooners 
Tied Up By 
Walkout

S A N  FRANC ISC O , O ct. 7— 
Crews o f Pacific Coast steam 
schooners walked o f f  the ships 
th is  week as members o f the 
M arine  F irem en, O ilers, W ipers 
and W atertenders, w ent on s trike  
fo llo w in g  re fusa l o f the em ploy­
ers to  consider any o f the un ion’s 
demands in  ne go tia ting  a new 
agreement.

E ffective  a t 5 p. m. F rida y , the 
s tr ik e  took men o ff 12 steam 
shooners, and crews of 20 more 
were to h i t  the bricks as rap id ly  
as the .sh ips reached port.

Secretary V. J. Malone of the 
MFOW said 246 members of the 
union on steam scooners con tro l­
led by the Shipowners Association 
of the Pacific Coast would be a f­
fected.

W ith  members of o ther unions, 
a to ta l o f about 2,000 men are 
affected.

The bosses’ last o ffe r was re ­
newal of the present agreement 
or, as an a lte rna tive , submission 
of the "e n tire  m a tte r” ’ to a rb itra ­
tion . T h is  would invo lve a rb itra ­
tion  o f gains already made by the 
un ion and was refused.

The U n ion ’s Demands
Basic demands o f the MFOW 

are:
1. A djustm ent of wage scales 

to restore the d iffe re n tia l tha t has 
existed fo r five years between 
steam schooners and offshore ves­
sels. (W ork  on steam schooners 
has always been better paid.)

2. Saturday afternoon off. T h is  
is enjoyed by the firemen under 
a ll other agreements.

3. H and ling  of w o rk in g . rules 
and penalties w h ile  vessels are in 
po rt (th is  m atte r was raised by 
the shipowners) under the same 
regulations p re va ilin g  on the o ff­
shore vessels.

“ D u ring  the last fou r years,”  
Secretary Malone w rote in  a le t­
te r  to  R. W. Myers, president o f 
the Shipowners A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
“ there has been a d iffe re n tia l in  
the wages ■ between offshore and 
steam schooner firemen am ounting 
to $7.50 per month.

“ In  the last year, however, w ith  
the raise o f $5.00'granted by the 
steam schooner operators, when 
the offshore people granted a 
raise of $10.00, th is  not. on ly re­
duced the d iffe re n tia l of the fire­
men to $2.50 per m onth but 
widens the gap of the o ilers on 
offshore vessels and steam schoon­
ers to $7.50 per month in  favor 
of the offshore o ilers.”

“ N a tiona l Defense”  Bunk /
T ha t the employers are going to 

u tiliz e  a phoney “ na tiona l de­
fense”  issue became apparent 
when San Francisco newspapers 
reported some o f the lum ber on 
the steam schooners had been 
headed fo r  “ v ita l defense indus­
tries .”  Under th is  pressure, M al­
one, in  an in te rv iew , offered to 
operate those steam schooners 
c a rry in g  lum ber to “ national de­
fense”  projects.

M eanwhile the Sailors ’ Union of 
the Pacific has voted to open the 
steam schooner agreement fo r 
amendment, and w ith  the SUP the 
employers also have refused any 
concessions.

P rinc ipa l demands of the sailors 
are fo r Saturday afternoon off, 
ho u rly  rate on w o rk ing  cargo, 
e igh t men in  the hold w h ile  w o rk ­
ing  cargo, raise in  wages, and 
c la rifica tion  of various clauses in 
the agreement which have been 
the source o f confusion and in d i­
v idua l beefs.

A rb itra t io n  Danger
Malone declared to the press 

tha t the MFOW was no t in  favor 
o f a rb itra tio n  because “ it  had not 
worked out in  the past.”  W hat 
w ill happen when the steam is 
turned on from  Sidney H illm a n ’s 
office rem ains to be seen. The 
firemen, however, w i l l  soon have 
an oppo rtun ity  to c la r ify  th e ir  
position on th is  question. W hat 
they do w il l  not on ly  affect con­
d itions on steam schooners, but 
w ill have serious consequences fo r 
the fu tu re  o f a ll seamen.

Subscribe to the 
" Fourth International"

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
the spearhead since 1934 in  estab­
lish in g  M inneapolis as the best | 
organized tow n in  the country, 
began on February 16, 1938. I t  was 
filed in  the name of five indepen­
dent tru c k  owners, who a t one. 
tim e held membership in  Local 
544’s Independent T ru ck  Owners 
Section. These finks, fo r a con­
siderable period p r io r to f ilin g  
the su it, had been associated w ith  
an employer-sponsored “ Indepen­
dent Union, Local No. 3” , financed 
by the Associated Industries ana 
closely tied to the S ilve r S hirts , 
a fascist organization.

The funds poured in to  the case 
over a tw o-year period by the 
p la in t if fs  revealed they had pow­
e rfu l financia l backing.

The firs t move o f the p la in t if fs  
was to secure the un ion records. 
T he ir a ttorney, A r th u r  Anderson, 
complained tha t, “ We cannot prep­
are our case w ith o u t exam in ing 
the union's reco rd"—an admission 
from  the s ta rt tha t the s u it was 
in s titu ted  w ith o u t any real ev i­
dence and solely as a means ot 
sm earing the un ion and its  m il i­
ta n t officers and of exposing its  
in te rna l business and membership 
lis ts  to the Associated Industries.

T h is  move was blocked by the 
un ion fo r over a year w ith  the 
challenge, “ We do not propose to 
a llow  the filth y  and bloody thum b­
p rin ts  o f the Associated Indus­
tr ies  to soil ou r clean records, nor 
pe rm it th e ir  fou l noses to pry 
in to  the in te rna l a ffa irs  of organ­
ized labor.”

The fina l resu lt of th is  phase 
of the figh t was the Minnesota 
State Supreme C ourt ru lin g , in 
October, 1938, against the un ion ’s 
plea, bu t in s tru c tin g  the d is tr ic t 
cou rt to m od ify  considerably its  
order to tu rn  over the union re­
cords to the finks. The finks'

attorneys were enabled to examine 
on ly the “ most pe rtinen t”  records, 
and under certa in  lim ita tio n s .

A fte r a long fishing expedition 
by the finks in to  the union re­
cords, the s u it came to t r ia l on 
January 2, 1940, before Judge Car- 
ro ll o f the d is tr ic t court. From  
the s ta rt i t  was clear from  the 
testim ony of the com plainants tha t 
they came in to  cou rt w ith  d ir ty  
hands. A ll adm itted th e ir  h o s til­
ity  to the un ion and confessed to 
organ iz ing an "independent" ou t­
f it  w ith  the express purpose of 
figh ting  Local 544 and ch ise ling  
down the wage scales. In  addi­
tion , i t  was revealed that, the fin ­
ancing o f the fink  “ un ion”  earn«, 
from  the open-shop Associated In ­
dustries.

The fink  a tto rney had pored 
over the m ounta in  of union re ­
cepta and records fo r  weeks seek­
ing  any t in y  foothold on which 
to bu ild  a case. F o r m onths in 
the cou rt he w rangled over and 
disputed every l i t t le  item , w h iK  
the case dragged on in te rm inab ly . 
The Associated Industries  had 
m illio ns  to smash M inneapolis la ­
bor; bu t the Local 544 treasury 
was lim ited .

M inneapolis labor, which hao 
given its  unqualified support from  
the s ta rt of the s u it to Local 544 
and its  officers is ju b ila n t over 
the outcome o f the su it. I t  is 
recognized th a t an adverse ru lin g  
m ig h t have established legal pre­
cedents in  every sphere of prog­
ressive labor un ion po licy na tion ­
a lly , w h ich  would have im m edi­
ate ly  cripp led the en tire  M inne­
sota labor m o v e m e n t  a n d  
wrecked a ll the m agnificent gains 
of s ix  years of b itte r  struggle, 
gains which have won M inneapo­
lis  the t it le  from  the U. S. Depart­
ment of Labor of the “ best organ­
ized c ity  in  Am erica.”

MILITARY POLICY OF 
THE PROLETARIAT

(Continued fro m  page 3)
the objective of persecutions and assassinations is to te rro rize  
others. Nobody can te rro rize  us. We w i l l  t ry  to be carefu l, but 
not a fra id .

I  had an in te res ting  ta lk  w ith  Comrade Dobbs about these 
two dangers of nervousness and carelessness. He agreed w ith  me 
th a t jitte r in e ss  is worse than carelessness. “ A  careless man,”  
he said, “ is good as long as he lasts, bu t a j i t t e r y  man is no 
good at any tim e.”  That is pro found ly true. We m ust use the 
necessary caution and save ourselves as much as possible. B ut 
i f  you create an im pression in  fro n t o f the w orkers tha t you fear 
the hazards of the struggle you can never lead them. You can 
do w ith ou t a lo t o f th ings in  a revo lu tiona ry  p a rty  but you can’t  
get along w ith o u t courage.

Now then, on the other hand, we have to check up on care­
lessness. We want to know who is who in  the party. We don’t 
w ant to have any un iversa l spy hunts because th a t is worse tha t 
the disease i t  tr ies  to cure. Comrade T ro tsky  said m any tim es 
tha t m utual suspicion among comrades can g rea tly  demoralize 
a movement. On the other hand, there is a certa in  carelessness 
in  the movement as a hangover from  the past. We haven’t  probed 
deeply enough in to  the past of people even in  leading positions— 
where they came from , how they live, whom they are m arried  to, 
etc. Whenever in  the past such questions— elem entary fo r a 
revo lu tiona ry  organ ization— were raised, the pe tty  bourgeois op­
position w ould cry, “ M y God, you are invad ing  the p riva te  lives 
o f com rades!”  Yes, th a t is precisely w hat we were doing, or, 
more correctly , th rea ten ing to do— noth ing  ever came of i t  in  the 
past. I f  we had checked up on such m atters l i t t le  more care fu lly  
we m ig h t have prevented some bad th ings in  the daysl^one by.

W e are proposing th a t we set up a con tro l commission in  the 
party . We are fu lly  ready fo r th a t now. T h is  w i l l  be a body 
of responsible and au th o rita tive  comrades who w i l l  take th ings 
in  hand and c a rry  every investiga tion  to a conclusion one way 
o r the other. T h is  w ill do away w ith  in d isc rim ina te  suspicions 
on the one side and undue la x ity  on the other. The net resu lt 
can on ly  be to reassure the pa rty  and strengthen its  v ig ilance. 
We th in k  the whole p a r ty  now, w ith  the pe tty-bourgeo is r i f f - r a f f  
ou t of our way, is ready fo r the appo intm ent o f such a body.

We have to  s trengthen our pro fessional s ta ff.  We don’t  pre­
tend to be a p a rty  o f g lo rified  ran k  and filers. The on ly reason 
we haven’t  got ten, tw en ty, th ir ty ,  o r fo r ty  more people devoting 
th e ir  whole tim e, th e ir  whole energy, to the pa rty  is th a t wc 
lack the resources fo r it .  We need more money to engage more 
functionaries fu ll tim e. T h is  conference has to decide how big 
a fo rw ard  step in  th is  d irec tion  i t  feels able to take. We are 
not com ing here w ith  a proposal fo r specific quotas. We w ant 
each delegation to con fer’ and decide w hat they can raise in. 
say, two m onths’ tim e. Our general plan is tha t, as several 
branches have suggested, we raise a "T ro tsky  M em oria l F und”  
to bu ild  the pa rty . Wc th in k  i t  is a good plan. I f  i t  meets w ith  
the approval o f the conference we can adopt a reso lu tion to th a t 
effect.

We w ant to bu ild  the pa rty  henceforth in  a more balanced 
way than in  the past. In  the past we gave an inord ina te  am ount 
of our resources to the press. We had to do tha t. Propaganda 
had to go ahead of organ ization and prepare the way fo r it .  In  
the next period we w ant to bend the s tick  a l i t t le  fo r organization 
on the general p rinc ip le  of do lla r fo r do lla r— one fo r  press and 
one fo r organization.

Since the last convention we have taken certa in steps in  th is  
d irection . You comrades in the auto field know we m ainta ined 
qualified comrades in  the field continuously. The same is true 
in  o ther fields. The im portan t step taken in  St. Paul w i l l  have 
a national m eaning fo r a ll o f us. I t  shows the g row ing  tendency 
o f serious comrades to  regard  the p a r ty  as the m ost im p o rta n t 
th in g  o f a ll. I re fer to the action of Comrade Carlson in  resign­
ing her c iv il service job and accepting a post as pa rty  organizer. 
Th is is a good example. We should raise as much money as 
possible to pu t to w o rk  fo r  the p a rty  on a fu ll-tim e  basis a 
great number o f qualified pa rty  workers. I t  is appa lling  how 
many capable people we have who devote on ly  a sm all po rtion  
o f th e ir  tim e to the pa rty  because the necessary job of m aking 
a liv in g  takes so much o f th e ir  tim e and energy. T ha t is a ll 
r ig h t  fo r  the old pa rty , bu t no t fo r  us.

Nazi Pressure 
Outlaws Our 
Swiss Comrades

We have ju s t learned th a t many o f our com­
rades in S w itze rland have been arrested, and the 
Swiss section o f the F ourth  In te rn a tio n a l ou t­
lawed, by the Swiss governm ent. The Swiss Tpot- 
sky is ts  were active p redom inantly  in  the G erm an­
speaking section o f Sw itze rland, th e ir  publications 
were in  German, etc., and they constitu ted a base 
fro m  which our exiled Germ an comrades were 
able to ca rry  on revo lu tiona ry  w o rk  reaching in to  
Germ any. Undoubtedly th is  led to heavy N az i 
pressure on the Swiss governm ent to  persecute 
our comrades and ou tlaw  th e ir  o rgan iza tion . The 
fo llo w in g  account o f the arrests appeared in  the 
bourgeois da ily , the N E U E  Z U E R IS C 1IE R  Z E IT -  

"U N G , o f A ug ust 26, 1940:
S ho rtly  before the news o f T ro ts k y ’s death a r ­

rived  fro m  M exico th is  w e ll-know n name appeared 
in  a reso lu tion  o f the  Swiss Bundesrat. I t  enacted a 
la w  on A ug ust 6, o u tla w in g  a ll Com m unist organ iza­
tions, the T ro tsky ites , partisans o f the F o u rth  In te r ­
na tional, are e x p lic itly  mentioned.

A  g roup  o f 8 accused (T ro ts k y is ts ) were, conse­
quently, b rough t before a m il ita ry  tr ib u n a l fo r  p re ­
lim in a ry  in ves tig a tion  concern ing breaches o f m il ita ry  
and c iv i l law . M oreover, punishm ent w i l l  possib ly 
come to  more people concerning the v io la tio n  o f m il i ­
ta ry  a ffa irs  in question. The facts about the in tensive 
a c tiv itie s  o f the T ro tsky ite s  was the resu lt o f 15 
house-raids conducted by the federa l police in  co lla ­
bora tion  w ith  the local police. On June 11 tw e n ty  
people were arrested and the g roup  m ost g u ilty  is 
s t i l l  in  prison.

The beginnings o f the founda tion  o f the Swiss 
section o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l is traceable hack1 
to  the year 1933, in \yhich year the L e ft  O pposition 
became independent o f  the Com m unist In te rn a tio n a l 
and founded an in te rna tiona l secre ta ria t in  Paris . The 
lead ing pe rsona lity , ( in  S w itze rland) was fro m  its  
inception W a lte r Nelz, o r ig in a lly  a German, who in 
1916 became a c itizen o f Zuerich. In  1931 Nelz en­
tered the L o f t  O pposition w ith  a fe w  o f his comrades. 
H is  organ iza tion  was f irs t  called “ M a rx is tischc  A k - 
t ion  der Schweiz”  and published a newspaper called 
“ M arx is tische A k t io n ” , w h ich appeared ir re g u la r ly  
u n t il 1939. The rea l m eeting  place o f the M .A.S. in  
1937 was a t P fings ten , near A arau , Branches o f the 
M .A.S. existed in  various places: Zuerich, Genf, and 
Basel. They had sym path izers and litfe ra tu re  was d is­
tr ibu te d  a t the fo llo w in g : Lurzen, S olothurn, B ie l, and 
Engadin. Besides th e ir  newspaper, they had a w eekly 
discusión magazine.

A f te r  the outbreak o f th is  w ar, the (T ro ts k y ite )  
propaganda began to express its e lf  in  sharper and 
more concrete term s.

REACTION ARY REGIME IN  ARMY
A n  a rtic le  en titled  “ F ro n tb e ric h t”  (News o f the 

F ro n t)  characterizes the Swiss, a rr/ty  as “ a g re a t na- 
tio n a l concentration camp.”  The so ld ier honored w ith  
a barrage o f g low ing  phrases, is in  re a lity  among 
the m ost oppressed people o f the coun try . “ He is a 
slave” . “ The m a jo r ity  o f the soldiers possess no th ing  
and have no th ing  to defend. O ur m il ita ry  command 
isn ’t  much be tte r than the Polish m il i ta ry  command. 
The o rgan iza tion  is bad. The equipm ent is bad. The 
orders th w a rt and con trad ic t one another. The officers 
corps has become dem oralized to a considerable ex­
te n t.”

Some rem arks on d isc ip line  appear in the fo llo w ­
ing  sentences: “ The m ost severe breach o f d isc ip line  
is m u tin y . There fore the m ain a im  o f keeping d isc i­
p line  is to h inder m u tin y . The o ffice rs, corp is ab­
so lu te ly  powerless aga inst un ited  troops held together 
b y  firm  w ill.  Troop s o lid a rity  has the  power to  s tr ik e  
the whole oppressive sta te  apparatus to  fra g m e n ts .”  
A  fu r th e r  passage fro m  the “ F ro n tb e r ic h t" : “ O ur 
position  tow a rd  the bourgeois a rm y  is one o f un ­
cond itiona l defeat. O ur i.e. Swiss a rm y  is p a r t o f 
the im p e ria lis t w a r . . .

“ O ur a im  is to generate a fee lin g  o f troop  so lid ­
a r i ty  on a p ro le ta rian  class basis. Such troop  so lida r­
i ty  reduces to ru ins  the whole bourgeois spectre. The 
aim  is to  te a r the armed troops fro m  the bourgeois 
s tate s truc tu re  and to  lead them  over in to  the camp 
o f revo lu tion . T h is  process, in general, w i l l  take place 
as a ba ttle  between the cadres o f the soldiers and the 
officers corps, whereby we sha ll w itness a few  officers 
jo in in g  the ranks o f the revo lu tion  and a few  soldiers 
deserting to the ranks o f the bourgeoisie” .

Propaganda in the a rm y, dangerous to  the state, 
the fo rm á tio n  o f groups who seek to underm ine m il i­
ta ry  d isc ip line  and w ho in s u lt m il i ta ry  d ign ita rie s  
should, a fte r  the re su lt o f the c r im in a l proceedings be 
allowed to be punished under the  m il ita ry  code.

The fo llow ers  o f the T ro ts k y ite  In te rn a tio n a l come 
fro m  a varied m ilieu . W orkers , functiona ries , em ig­
ran ts , also a fe w  women accused in  the action and 
also young in te llec tua ls . T ro ts k y  has m ore a ttra c tiv e  
power on young people w ith  h igher education than  
the S ta lin is ts , w ho have fa red  badly in  th e ir  p ropa­
ganda w ith  the Swiss social democrats.

The c r im in a l proceeding aga inst the T ro tsky ites  
was ended the la te r p a r t o f Ju ly .

In  San Francisco a woman go t a divorce fro m  
her sausage m an u fac tu re r husband when he th re a t­
ened to cu t her up and make sausage o f her. E ver 
since I  read S in c la ir ’s “ Jung le” , I ’m ready to  believa 
an y th in g— when i t  comes to m ak ing  sausage.

*  *  *

In  M inneapolis over 75 percent o f the volunteers 
fo r  navy service have been re jected fo r  “ various 
reasons” . The bosses are c e rta in ly  in  a predicam ent: 
i f  they feed the unemployed adequate ly th is  cuts in to  
p io f its ;  i f  they don t  the unemployed are too weak 

to  hold a r if le .

» •  •

You cannot hope to bribe or tw ist—<
1  hank G od!— the B ritish  journalist.
But seeing what the man w ill do 
Unbribed, there's no occasion to.


