
Labor’s Policy 
Toward the 
Draft Boards

-------------------------------- A n  E d ito r ia l--------------------------------

The local draft boards have just been named. Throughout 
the country they have been packed with bosses and their agents.

Sweat-shop operators, vigilante inciters, utilities sharks, 
bankers, petty ward bosses, were hand-picked for these posts 
The loyal “ regular”  who lost out for state assemblyman; the 
machine-man who failed to get a job at C ity  H all; the lawyer 
who dines with the judge, and the judge who is mindful of past 
favors rendered—in a word, all the corrupt and corruptible have 
been named to the draft boards.

As for the labor movement, it is "represented” only by a 
very few of the most conservative cralt-union otlicials. And very 
few of these. i

Organized labor everywhere, both AFL and CIO, has been 
quick to recognize the anti-labor character of the draft boards

But the remedy for this evil proposed by some union officials 
is no solution at all. For example, the CIO hews, Frank Martel, 
president of the Detroit Federation of Labor and other voices 
in the trade unions, say that what is needed is greater union 
representation upon these boards. But such a set-up, in which 
bosses and union officials sit and work together, sounds as phony 
to us as a union executive board composed of bosses and workers. 
As in every agency of this type, the union representatives would 
serve simply as a cover for the capitalist class holding the power.

And even if  the draft boards were composed entirely of 
union men, how much good could they do for labor? I hey could 
be fa ir and honest, and keep discrimination down to a minimum. 
But they would still be sending the workers into a boss-controlled 
army.

The present regime in the army and navy is a mere exten
sion of the boss regime in society and industry generally. I he 
officers arc largely drawn from the middle class and the rich. 
They exercise an unrestricted dictatorship over the worker- 
soldiers. The general staffs are reactionary cliques, tied by a 
thousand threads to Wall Street and Big Business. In their pro
fessional journals and public utterances, as well as in the policies 
advocated by the War and Navy departments, the m ilita ry heads 
stand revealed as a virulent anti-labor force.

Moreover, they arc a counter-part ol the fascist-minded 
French m ilita ry heads who deserted so quickly before the Nazi 
onslaught, who preferred to safeguaid the properly interests of 
the French ruling class rather than the lives of the workers and 
soldiers.

I f  Martel and other like-minded labor officials had their 
way, and they,got on the draft boards, they could do little  more 
than prevent a few bosses' sons from escaping the rigors of army 
service. But the workers have much more at stake than this. 
The working class is confronted with the menace of universal 
capitalist militarism and fascism.

The workers must have arms and m ilita ry  training. The 
real problem facing the workers is to control these arms and 
determine the objectives toward which they w ill be directed.

Only i f  the workers control the m ilita ry machine can they 
successfully defend their own interests against the treacherous 
designs of the bourgeois “ democrats” and the unreliable officer- 
caste.

There is only one answer to this problem. LABOR M USI 
SECURL FU LL M IL IT A R Y  T R A IN IN G — BUT UNDER 
TH E  CONTROL OF ITS OWN UNION ORGANIZATIONS! 
W ithin the armed forces, the workers must have the power to 
select their own officers— trusted union men.

If m ilita ry  training and leadership are controlled by the 
trade unions, we need not be too concerned about draft boards 
which grant deferments to the sons of the rich. Indeed, when 
the workers hold the guns and control their own armed destiny, 
they may decide to extend to the heirs ol the ruling class a per
manent deferment!

The draft boards arc only one part of the boss machine. I he 
highest expression of that machine, its greatest source of power, 
is its control over the armed forces. It is this control that must 
be broken by the workers.

Mein Kampf-U.S.
The “ In fa n try  Jou rna l” , a u th o rita tive  and sem i-o ffic ia l o r

gan o f U n ited States a rm y officers, in  its  issue o f Sept.-Oct., 
1940, page 482, publishes an a rtic le , “ Propaganda Techniques” , 
which gives the fo llow ing  lis t  o f s ix  purposes o f w ar propagan
da. We quote ve rb a tim :

“ (1 ) Fasten the w a r g u ilt on the opposing nation. A ll 
wars, then, become defensive to those engaged in  them . . .

“ (2 ) C all fo r  u n ity  and v ic to ry , in  the name o f h is to ry 
and the de ity .

“ (3 ) S tate w ar aims. In  the last w ar. the Germans fa iled 
to  do th is  successfully. The A llie s  made successful counter
propaganda o f it .  S ecurity , peace, a be tte r social order, repu
d ia tion  o f in te rna tiona l laws, arc frequ en tly  projected as 
w a r aim s . . .

“ (4 ) F o r t i fy  the m ind o f the people, who already believe 
tha t the opposing enemy is responsible fo r the war, w ith  ex
amples o f the enemy’s insolence and deprav ity .

“ (5 ) .Make the public believe that, un favorable news is 
due to enemy cunning. T h is  weapon w ill conquer d isun ity  and 
defeatism  at home—

“ (6 ) F o llow  th is  w ith  h o rro r stories. H o rro r s to r ie s . . .  
should have au tho rita tive , or seem ingly a u th o rita tive  sources”  

Then the a rtic le , w r itte n  by the advertis ing  expert, Edw ard 
J. Bernay, concludes:

“ The a rm y o f the U n ited  States m ust make fu l l  use o f th is  
a r t  and th is  science, (o f propaganda), i f  i t  is to have the highest 
po tentia l m orale w ith in  its  own forces, and the highest effic iency 
in  a ttack  and counter-a ttack on the enemy in  the psychological 

w a rfa re  o f today.”
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DRAFT BOARDS ARE PACKED 
WITH WALL STREET STOOGES

<•)

Trade Unions P rotest Against the Appointment 
O f A nti-Labor Men on A l l  Local Boards
Workers Excluded 
From Omaha Board

O M A H A , Nebraska, Oct. 21— A  check-up on the 
local Douglas County d ra ft  board shows i t  to  be mado 
up en tire ly  o f ind iv idua ls  who can be depended upon 
to be fr ie n d ly  to the an ti- la b o r em ployers’ group here.

Included among the 45 members o f the nine local 
board d iv is ions are eleven law yers, ten medical b ig 
w igs, two rea l estate operators, two insurance com
pany executives, an o il company operator, a fa c u lty  
member o f the P resbyterian Sem inary, two pro fes
sional c ity  po litic ians, a re tire d  a rm y  colonel, the 
cha irm an o f the Chamber o f Commerce’s M il ita ry  
A f fa irs  Com m ittee, and the treasu re r o f the Nebraska 
Power Company.

N o t a s ing le  w o rke r o r trade  un ion is t was ap
pointed to  the board, no t even fo r  the purpose o f 
g iv in g  the (board an "a ll- in c lu s ive ”  im p a rt ia l appear
ance.

Corporations Pack 
Draft Boards

LOS A N G E LE S , Oct. 16— O f 323 memfoers na m e j
to Los Aftgeles' County's d ra ff boards, 178 are leading
business owners, brokers, m anufacture rs and corpora
tion  executives. In  addition, 52 members are lis ted  as 
“ re tire d ” — liv in g  o f f  investm ents and inheritances.

O thers lis ted  are 22 professionals, inc lud ing  news
paper ed itors, law yers and doctors, five educators and 
three Boy Scout o ffic ia ls .

There are also 11 ranchers and b ig  fa rm  owners. 
Am ong these are several known fc/r th e ir  support to 
the te rro r is tic  s trike -b rea k ing  aga inst C a lifo rn ia  
a g r ic u ltu ra l w orkers.

In  a word, o f the 323 members named, a ll b u t 36 
are obvious representatives o f the em p loying class. 
O f the 33 lis ted as w orkers, a ll bu t tw o are depart
ment s tore clerks, office employees, forem en, etc. One 
lin o ty p e r and one carpen te r are lis ted. The on ly  union 
men are three o ffic ia ls  o f local A B 'L  c ra f t  unions. 
There are also 16 salesmen, la rg e ly  fro m  insurance 
and re a lty  firm s.

In  lis t in g  the board members, however t ile  Los 
Angeles News headlined its  s to ry , “ L . A . county 
d ra ft  boards dra fted  fro m  a ll classes” !

Bosses Fill Local 
St. Paul Boards

ST. P A U L , M inn., Oct. 23— Seven business p ro
p rie tors , five corpora tion  executives, fo u r lawyers, 
two salesmen, two office clerks, ,two bookkeepers, one 
police o ffic ia l, one state o ffice r o f a vete ran ’s o rgan
ization. and a h igh school p rinc ip a l g ive the bosses 
25 d irec t representatives ou t o f a to ta l o f 33 m em 
bers on the local d ra ft  boards.

S ix union o ffic ia ls  o f u ltra -conserva tive  s tr ip  and 
two com ple te ly unknown w orkers f i l l  ou t the rem a in- 

j in g  posts.

Two o f the Ibusincss owners appointed have had 
s trikes  aga inst them recently, and one is a notorious 
open-shopper. An executive o f the Am erican Tele
phone and Telegraph Corp., and the publisher o f the

P a rk  Avenue Socialites  
A ppo in ted  in  New Y ork

N E W  YO R K. Oct. 19— To ensure complete boss 
dom ination o f the local d ra ft  Boards, M ayor La- 
G uard ia and the c ity  d ra ft  d irec to r, Colonel M cD er
m ott, have secured fro m  the W ar D epartm ent the 
cancellation o f a W orld  W a r regu la tion  req u iring  
d ra ft  board members to  reside in  the areas in 
which they serve.

B y  th is  device, the d ra ft  board members fo r  the 
huge w o rk in g  class and slum  d is tr ic ts  could be 
chosen from  the P ark  Avenue and R iverside D rive  
social reg is trites .

The conservative N. Y . H era ld  T ribune  today 
revealed the m o tiva tion  fo r  th is  move, s ta ting , 
“ A t  the personal insistance o f Colonel M cD erm ott 
and M ayo r LaG uard ia, the W a r D epartm ent can
celled a W orld  W a r regu la tion  th a t d ra ft  board 
members m ust live  w ith in  the area in  w h ich  they 
serve. New Y o rk  C ity ’s com p la in t aga inst th is  was 
th a t in slum areas d u rin g  the W orld  W ar d ra fts  
i t  was ne x t to  impossible to  find h igh -typ e  citizens 
to  serve on, the boards.”

Northwest Publications, .& regctionngy Republican
pub lish ing  firm;, a rc  on the  boards.

The h igh  school p rinc ip a l lis ted  once gained em in

ence by banning an A m erican S tudent U n ion speaker 
fro m  his school.

Detroit Union Men 
Protest Appointees

D E T R O IT , Oct. 12— B oth the A F L  and CIO  local 
cen tra l bodies have sent pro tests to  P resident Roose* 
ve lt aga inst the approval o f the d ra ft  boards desig
nated by Governor D ickinson o f .M ichigan,

F i ank M arte l, president o f the D e tro it and W ayne 
County Federation o f Labor, declared in  a le tte r  to 
Roosevelt:

“ There is every evidence th a t a studied e f fo r t  has 
been made to place the a d m in is tra tion  o f the d ra ft  
law  e n tire ly  in the hands o f the business and p ro 
fessional men o f the com m unity , the reby p e rm ittin g  
them, th rough con tro l o f the m ach inery o f its  ad
m in is tra tion , to exem pt and shunt th e ir  own sons in to  
safe berths, w h ile  induc ting  in to  the active m il ita ry  
forces the w o rk in g  people o f th is  com m un ity .”

M a rte l added: “ The d ra f t  (board’s l is t  fo r  W ayne 
County is made up a lm ost exc lus ive ly  o f lawyers, coal 
dealers and undertakers.”

Ig n o rin g  the appeal o f organized labor, however, 
Roosevelt has approved D ick inson’s en tire  l is t  o f p ro
posed d ra ft  board members.

The D e tro it Labor News (A F L )  in p ro te s ting  the 
com position o f the M ich igan dra ft, boards declared: 

“ One can rea d ily  see th a t an em ployer can ge t r id  
o f a union-m inded employee fo r  a year w ith  the g re a t
est o f ease, and, when one glances over the l is t  o f a t- 
torn ies, undertakers and shop keepers th a t Governor 
D ickinson has suggested as d ra ft  board members, i t  
is easy to see th a t these men know l i t t le  o r no th ing  
o f a w o rke r’s in d isp en s ib ility  to in d u s try  o r w hy  an 
em ployer should be eagerly  w i ll in g  to  pack one o f 
his men o f f  to camp.”

Fascists Appointed 
In Boston

BOSTON, Oct. 22— A  typ ica l appo in tm en t to the 
local d ra ft  boards is th a t o f Judge H aro ld  P. W illiam s , 
Judge W illiam s  gained prom inence as one o f the a n t i
labor prosecutors in the Sacco-Vanzetti case.

Local d is tr ic t  judges head each o f the 27 local 
d ra ft  hoards. These judges get th e ir  appointm ents 
th rough  p o litica l drag, and are g lo rified  ward-heelers. 
Boston po litica l h is to ry  is rep le te w ith  m any scan
dals in vo lv ing  these d is tr ic t  judges.

In  selecting the d ra ft  boards members, R epubli
can G overnor S a ltonsta ll de libera te ly  chose them  fro m  
the nonentities among the local ward-heelers and d is
appointed po litica l job-seekers. To avoid charges o f 
p a r tia lity ,  he included a lib e ra l s p rin k lin g  o f Demo
c ra tic  tw o -b it po litic ians.

M ost o f those on the boards arc  known as “ fixe rs ”  
fo r  tra ff ic  v io la tions, fines, ja i l  sentences, licences, 
etc.

A  num ber o f w a rd  po litic ian s  were appointed, 
m ost o f whom are members o f the fa sc is t Sons of 
I ta ly .  One is remembered fo r  his g iv in g  the fasc is t 
salute in  a parade here.

Here are some ty p ic a l board appointees in  o ther 
towns around Boston. In  Brookline, the head o f the 
Chamber..of Commerce and ,tbe fo rm e r ch ie f o f police. 
The pres ident fef the Cham ber o f Commerce and the 
au tho r o f a b ill to  ou tlaw  rad ica l pa rties  are on the 
board in M ilto n . F ra n k  Volpe, la w ye r fo r  a Cam 
bridge po litic ian  recen tly  on t r ia l  fo r  beating  a re lie f 
c lie n t a lm ost to death, is on the Cam bridge hoard.

Minnesota Appoints 
Anti-Labor Men

M IN N E A P O L IS , M inn., Oct. 17— Charges th a t the 
d ra ft  boards in M innesota have been stacked aga inst 
labo r were made in the N o rthw est O rgan izer, w eekly 
paper o f the M inneapolis Team sters J o in t Council 
published today.

The labor publication declares th a t a survey o f 
the personnel o f the 137 d ra ft  and appeals hoards 
appointed by Republican G overnor Stassen “ reveals 
th a t Stassen has run  tru e  to fo rm . He lias packed 
the boards aga ins t the w o rke r and fa rm e r groups 
o f th is  sta te .”

“ 0 .f the approx im ate ly  550 persons serv ing  on t he 
137 state d ra ft  and appeal boards, the overwhelm 
in g  p ropo rtion  arc  bankers and businessmen— about 
350. There are 150 lawyers. There arc on ly  about 35 
fa rm ers. The trade  unions are represented by about 
a dozen persons.”

“ The hankers, law yers and Businessmen o f M inne
sota are go ing to decide the fa te  o f the w ork ing-c lass 
and fa rm  youth who w i l l  make up the huge m a jo r ity  
o f the a rm y.”

O nly tw o  F a rm er-Laborites  have been appointed. 
The N o rthw est O rgan izer declares on th is  fact. “ A p 
pa ren tly  i t  was ju s t  an accident that, on ly  tw o  F arm - 
er-Laborites  could be found in M innesota ‘ respectable’ 
enough to  serve on the d ra ft  boards.”

The U rban Leagues loca lly  had asked the govern
m ent to appo in t some Negroes to the boards, bu t not 
a sing le  Negro was chosen. O ther groups unrepre
sented are the F inns (60.000 in the s ta te ) and the 
Indians. N o t a sing le  CIO  man was chosen.

Hillman Buries C IO  Plea on W ar Orders
B oat F irm  Nets L a rg e  W ar O rders  
W hile U sing Yellow  D og C on tract

W A S H IN G T O N . Oct. 19— Th< 
CIO was blocked yesterday in its 
e ffo rts  to  prevent w ar contract! 
going lo  labor law v io la to rs 
when Sidney H illm an referrec 
the issue to  his advisory commit 
tec, which w ill no t meet fo i 
another tw o weeks. I t  is expectet 
th a t a ll w a r contracts w i l l  hav* 
been awarded by the tim e th i; 
m eeting is held.

H illm an , who is head o f the. La
bor D iv is ion o f the Defense Com
mission, took th is  action a t a 
meeting w ith  his advisory com
m ittee, which includes Van A. 
B ittne r, regional d irec to r of the 
Steel W orkers O rganizing Com
m ittee, Danie l Tracy, Second As
s is tan t Secretary o f Labor, and 
W. J. Hogan, of the Railroad 
Brotherhoods.

B it tn e r  presented to the meet

ing an SWOC pe tition  protesting 
against the governm ent po licy of 
aw ard ing war orders to labor law 
vio lators, a po licy approved by 
H illm an .

The advisory com m ittee, appar
en tly  reluctant, to come to a show
down w ith  H illm a n  and the gov
ernment., accepted H illm a n ’s pro
posal to delay tak in g  a stand, in 
order to “ study”  the pe tition . 
Since the rate o f aw ard ing  con
tracts lias been stepped up. the 
com m ittee’s agreement amounts 
in fact to y ie ld ing  fo r the present 
to the governm ent’s policy.

A fte r  t lie  meeting. H illm a n  in 
formed the reporters tha t “ no th
ing  con trovers ia l”  had been dis
cussed.

At the very tim e of the advisory 
com m ittee meeting, the Defense 
Commission was aw ard ing an

o ther w ar contract fo r $25,000,000 
to E. I. duPont Dc Nemours & 
Co., against which an N LR B  o r
der lias been handed.

Navy Did Not Let 
Any Union Shop 
Contracts!

The “ A rm y  and N avy Re
g is te r” . in its  issue o f October 
12, 1940 (page 22) rep o rts :

“ The Navy D epartm ent in a 
report to  the House on M on
day said th a t no N avy con
trac ts  were le t to firm s in 
which the closed shop is in e f
fec t” .

One sub-contractor had ? 
closed shop bu t no one else.

BAYONNE. N. J.— The E lec tric  
Boat Company, w h ich  has receiv
ed m illio ns  of do lla rs o f govern
ment orders and contracts for 
m otor torpedo boats, enforces a 
vio lent an ti-un ion po licy among 
its  workers. When a man is hired 
lie is given an "em ploym ent ca rd ”  
consisting of the “ conditions of 
em ploym ent.”  I t  provides:

“ (b) No so lic ita tion  fo r mem
bership o r any other a c tiv ity  in  
behalf of any  labor organization 
d u rin g  w o rk in g  hours (except 
meetings w ith  the m anagem ent).”  
The "any o ther a c tiv ity ”  means 
tha t i f  the workers spoke to each

other about a union tha t would 
constitu te  a il "a c tiv ity ."

The management itse lf goes in 
for lots of a c tiv ity  fo r the “ Elco 
Employees Association,”  a typ ica l 
company union.

A no ther section, ( f ) ,  says: “ No 
in terference w ith  and no attem pt 
lo reduce the ou tput of or in t i 
m idate or coerce any employee.”  
A ny w o rke r knows w ha t th is  
means. I t  is ju s t another way 
of saying: an y th ing  a w orker does 
o r says to his fe llow  w orker about 
the p lan t’s labor policies w i l l  be 
defined as in tim id a tio n .

Cromwell Is 
Anti-Labor, 
Says L. N. P. L.

Which Is One More 
Good Reason To 
Vote for Breitman

N E W A R K , N. J.— “ Crom well 
(Dem ocratic candidate fo r U. S, 
Senate) m ust he defeated i f  labor 
is to rem ain a respected pa rt of 
the com m unity  o f our sta te ," said 
Labor’s Non-Partisan League in 
a statem ent th is  week.

“ He is tho rough ly  opposed to 
collective action on the pa rt of 
labor, and to co llective barga in
ing  between labor and manage
ment.

“ He would shoulder the en tire  
expense o f the Federal Govern
ment upon the backs of the wage 
earners, through a un iversa l sales 
tax on eve ry th ing  the w orker 
buys.

“ He is opposed to Unemploy
m ent Insurance...would suspend 
and reduce old age pensions....is 
Opposed to Federal and Stat'd 
C hild  Labor leg is la tion... would 
abolish the N a tiona l Labor Rela
tions Act...

“ C rom well has been expressing 
these sentim ents fo r more than 
ten years. Appearing before the 
Bankers Club in New Y ork  lie re
affirm ed h is  opposition to Social 
S ecu rity  leg is la tion  and the Na
tiona l Labor Relations Act. as late 
us th is  past spring. M r. C rom well 
cannot, as he is a ttem p ting  to do 
now, repud iate the past ten years 
fo r the b r ie f period of two m onths 
before the elections.”

V o te  fo r  B re itm an
“ W hich means,”  said Daniel 

Mayes, Socialist W orkers P a rty  
campaign manager, “ that there is 
no real choice fo r  labor between 
Crom well and the Republican, 
Barbour.

“ Barbour also favors Hie ’adop
tion  of governm ental policies de
signed to encourage ra the r than 
punish business’.

“ He loo favors s lashing re lie f, 
on ly his fo rm ula  is g iv in g  ‘the 
states greater autonom y in  adm in
is tra tio n ’.

“ Labor can express its  opposi
tion  to these policies by vo tin g  fo r  
George B re itm an fo r  U. S. Senator 
on Nov. 5.”

Many Homeless 
Turn Up For 
Draft Register

N E W A R K , N. J., Oct. 18.— The 
d ra ft reg is tra tio n  la s t week 
brought to lig h t 10,000 to 12,000 
men com pris ing  a “ flo a tin g  un
known population in  N ewark,”  
said County C lerk Gates (Repub
lican) a t a m eeting today.

“ Those boys seemed to come up 
out. of cellars, ou t of gutters, out 
of ash cans, from  everywhere. The 
election board w orkers had never 
seen them before. Nobody had 
ever seen them, heard of them, o r 
knew an y th in g  about them. But 
they came to reg ister. They d idn ’t  
want to get caught, w ith o u t one 
of those l i t t le  cards.”

T h e ir apperance th rew  the es
tim ates o f reg is tra tion  supply 
needs askew. “ We had to pour a 
steady stream of add itiona l cards 
in to  the T h ird  W ard ”  he said. 
The T h ird  W ard is the section 
heav ily  populated by Negro w ork
ers.

Nobody knows these w orkers : 
nobody hears of them : they don’t  
even have homes. Nobody cares 
about them in  peace tim e. B u t 
now they are being called on to 
pro tect “ th e ir  homes and in te r
ests.”
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W rite  to us— te ll us w ha t’s go ing on in  you r part of the 
labo r movement— w hat are the w o rkers  th in k in g  about ?— tell 
us w hat the bosses are up to— and the G-men and the loca l cops—  
and the S ta lin is ts— send us tha t s to ry  the cap ita lis t press d idn ’t 
p r in t and tha t s to ry  they buried o r d istorted-—o u r pages are open 
to you. Le tte rs  must c a rry  name and address, but indicate i f  you  
do not w an t y o u r name printed.

EDITO R:
We workers in  the dye shops 

here in  Paterson are just waking 
up to the royal tr im m in g  we have 
received at the hands o f Sidney 
H illm a n  and Co.

When our lust contract expired 
we were confronted w ith  a de
mand of the bosses fo r the e lim i
na tion  fron t the contract of the 
clause lim it in g  the w ork  load.

The workers here suffered a 
lo t  of broken heads in  1933 and 
1931 successfully s tr ik in g  fo r tha t 
clause. W ith o u t it ,  the bosses 
could put us on a stretch-out, e li
m inate a lot of workers and sweat 
us u n t il our tongues hang out.

To our surprise, when the ques
tio n  o f the contract came up. out- 
own officers put the heat on us, 
the in te rna tiona l officers pounded 
us, and the men were driven  in to  
a bargain w ith  the bosses th a t a 
year ago no one would have had 
the nerve even to m ention in  the 
union.

Joseph K nap ik . one o f ou r own 
local boys who made “ good”  and 
became president o f the Dyers 
Federation of America w ith  which 
Focal 1733 is a ffilia ted , d id  a good 
b it of the d ir ty  w ork.

Behind the scenes lu rked H i l l 
man him self, dragg ing in to  line  
the local officers.

W hat surprised us was tha t the 
d rive  against us was more vicious 
than even fo rc ing  us in to  line  be
h ind a phoney contract seemed to 
require. I t  had a ll the earm arks 
of an a ttem pt to crush the local 
completely.

E very fo rm  o f th rea t and in t i 
m ida tion  was used by H illm a n ’s 
stooges, not m erely to gain ac
ceptance o f th is  new contract, but 
w ith  the seeming in te n t of des- 
s troy ing  every vestige of our un
ion morale. They threatened to 
p u ll our charter, warned ns in 
advance we would receive no 
s tr ik e  funds i f  we insisted on 
fig h tin g  fo r  the old terms, f r ig h t
ened us w ith  a th rea t of p e rm it
t in g  the bosses to move in to  other 
towns w ith o u t interference by our 
s is ter locals. Tw ice in  huge mass 
m eetings we tore up these p ro
posals. But two days before the 
exp ira tion  of the contract, a l i t  
t ie  over a m onth ago. the H i l l 
man machine packed a th ird  meet
in g  w ith  every sort o f illega l vote

and jammed the new contract 
down our throats.

But we are beginning to under- | 
stand what was behind th is  whole 
sell-out and why H illm a n  person
a lly  intervened in w hat is really 
a secondary labor dispute in a 
secondary indus try .

Focal 1733 has been the m il i 
tan t back bone of the whole laboi 
movement in th is  area. I t  was 
formed from  a figh ting  sponta.se- j 
ous w a lko u t of the dyers in 1933, 
the firs t to protest against the 
low wage standards fixed under 
the N.R.A.

it  was necessary to smother us 
at a ll costs, not because of our 
own demands on the bosses, but 
because il was feared tha t we 
would p lant the seeds in  a more 
fe rt ile  .spot— the na tiona l defense 
industries.

O ur f ig h tin g  example had begun 
to “ contam inate”  the huge W righ t 
Aeronautica l Corporation plant 
here, em ploying 15,000 workers, 
and now the ch ie f indus try  in 
Paterson. Encouraged by  our 
stand against <he bosses, the w o rk
ers in th is  key plant were begin
n ing to organize. The bosses be
came panic-stricken. The open- 
shop condition a t the W righ t 
plant is the dryest sort of fuel 
to catch fire from  any struggle 
in  th is  area.

T ha i's  why H illm a n  moved to 
smash us! T ha t’s why we have 
been robbed o f the conditions 
which we won in  seven years Of 
bloody battles! T h a t’s why our 
great local has been wrecked aim 
dem ora lized!

1 hope your paper w i l l  te ll th is 
story. 1 hope you w ill help me 
and m y union brothers to spread 
the tru th  about th is  outrage. Te ll 
them we have been betrayed, BUT 
W E AR E NOT L IC K E D ! We can 
s t i l l  re-organize our ranks. We 
can s t ill draw  on the m emory and 
tra d itio n s  and figh ting  courage of 
our past to rebuild on stronger 
foundations than ever. We w ill 
yet w in  back our conditions, yes, 
and organize the W rig h t workers 
and every o ther p lan t in  th is  town. 
I t  is necessary on ly that, every 
w orker know w hat has happened. 
Then H illm a n  and a ll his d ir ty  
k ind , a ll the bosses and th e ir  gov
ernm ent w ill not stop us. 
Paterson, New Jersey E. R.

Penn.JoadsAre 
Victorious In 
‘'Blitz-Strike"

M O R R IS V IL L E , Pa.— L e d  
by a group o f youth ran iriug 
in age from  16 to 22. a "b litz - 
s tr ik e ”  o f several hundred 
Pennsylvania .loads employed 
on the vast S tarkey Farm s 
near here, won them a com
plete v ic to ry  in -18 hours.

As a resu lt o f the workers 
action wages were increased 
25 percent and more. Tbmig-h 
the new wages range only from  
25-30 cents an hour, tha t rep 
resents a g rea t gain fo r  r 
group o f w orkers who have 
been accustomed to  17-21 
cent rates and 80 to  90 hour 
weeks.

O nly a few  had been in on 
the plans or had advanct 
w arn ing, but not a s in g lt 
w orker scabbed, as the s tr ik , 
caught the S tarkey Farm s Co 
by surprise in the m idst o f a 
rush to  get vegetables picke 
fo r -the m etropolitan m arke t* 
Jub ilan t over th e ir  success th< 
fa rm  laborers, many o f w hoir 
are ch ild ren as young as te r 
years o f age. are go ing about 
se tting  up a perm anent or 
ganization to protect the ii 
gains.

SW P Candidate On 
Minneapolis Radio

Funds for 3 Radio  ̂
Programs Provided 
By Friends

LARRY MURPHY

L a rry  M urphy, 21. m ilita n t 
f ig h te r in the Federal W o rk 
ers Section o f General D rivers 
Focal 514 o f M inneapolis, died 
last week as a result o f in ju r  
ies in an autom obile accident 
near Delano, M inn.

L a rry , seriously in ju red, was 
refused admission to  a hospi
ta l fo r  more than e igh t hours 
w h ile o ffic ia ls  argued over 
which hospita l had to  take 
him . The in ju re d  hoy had 
jo ined the S tate M il it ia  a 
month ago, but he was refused 
adm ission to  the Veterans 
H osp ita l on the grounds that 
the M il it ia  had not yet be
come pa rt o f the reg u la r arm y. 
He was also refused admission 
to  the county hospita l, and 
on ly a fte r  many hours he was 
f in a lly  adm itted to  M inneapo
lis  General H osp ita l. A f te r  the 
long delay, i t  was too lu te to 
save his life .

A lthough on ly 21. F a rry  had 
taken his place in our ranks 
in  the f ig h t against oppres
sion. M inneapolis w orkers w il' 
long remember how bravely he 
fough t in the 1939 W P A  strike.

Our la s t g reetings to  a fa l
len comrade.

M IN N E A P O L IS . Oct. 21~T he  
Socia list W orkers P a rty  o f M in 
nesota’s candidate fo r  United 
States Senator. D r. Grace Carl- 
sen, w ill speak over Radio Sta- 
tion W L O L  on Monday evenings 
October 21, October 28 and N o
vember 4 at 10:00 P.M.

The many con tribu tions which 
have come in to  the campaign 
headquarters from  comrades and 
sym pathizers, eager to  have the 
p a rty ’s program  reach the people 
o f M innesota, have made the 
purchase o f th is  radio lim e  pos
sible.

A long w ith  senatoria l and con
gressional candidates of other po
lit ic a l parlies, Comrade Carlson 
addressed a m eeting of the S atu r
day Lunch Club on October 19. 
She emphasized (be fact tha t W AR 
is the centra l issue of the elec- 
lion  campaign and tha t ihe a b il
ity  of the candidates to meet the 
problems posed by the W ar is the 
basic measure o f th e ir  fitness fo r  
the leadership of the workers and 
farmers.

O ur M il ita ry  Policy
C ontrasting  the pro le tarian m i

li ta ry  po licy of the Socialist 
W orkers P arty  w ith  the pacifist 
po licy of the Communist P arty 
and other so-called an ti-w ar 
groups, Comrade Carlson created 
a sensation when she insisted that 
serious workers take advantage of 
Hie com pulsory m ilita ry  tra in in g  
program  in  order to prepare to 
take over the power from  the capi-1 
ta l's t war-makers. To a C itizen's 
A lliance  member who charged 
tha t th is  po licy was vic ious and 
inhum an, she re torted:

“ W hen the tru c k  d rive rs  of 
M inneapolis asked fo r on ly 
42Vic an hour, the M inneapolis 
bosses did not hesitate to  use 
vic ious and inhum an action 
against them . The w orkers o f 
the coun try  m ust Ik - prepared 
w ith  m il ita ry  tra in in g  and 
equipm ent so as to  heat hack 
the  a ttacks o f the cap ita lis ts  
when the workers decide th a t 
the tim e  has come fo r  them to 
take over the con tro l o f a ll the 
fac tories .”
A number o f meetings and cam

paign ra llie s  have been scheduled 
fo r the last two weeks of the cam
paign. On Nov. 1 an E lection 
R a lly  w ill be held in St. Paul, at 
the Odd Fellows H a ll at which Dr. 
Carlson w il l  speak; on Nov. 3d, 
she w il l  speak at an election ra lly  
in  D u lu th .

Food Store Men 
Strike Chains 
In Four States
20,000 Butchers and 
Clerks Have Closed 
Down Their Shops

TRENTO N, N. J.. Oct. 18.— Over 
20,000 workers employed in  1100 
stores of (lie great A & P chain 
(be Am erican SLores, and the 
Food F a ir chain are out on s tr ik e  
in a four-sta le area composed of 
Pennsylvania. Southern New Jer
sey, Delaware, and M aryland.

The s tr ike  was in itia te d  by the 
Butchers Union (A F F ) and it  lias 
received the fu ll support o f the 
Retail C lerks Union. Teamsters 
Union, and the P h ilade lph ia  Cen
tra l Labor Union, a ll of the AFF, 
The cooperation of these unions 
has caused the s tr ik e  to be 100% 
successful w ith  a ll the stores in 
volved shut-down tig h te r than a 
drum .

John K e lly , local s tr ik e  leader, 
of the R eta il C lerks Union, lias 
announced th a t his in te rna tiona l 
union would call fo r a general 
nation-wide s trike , i f  necessary, to 
back up the demands of the w o rk 
ers in  the four-state area.

The Butchers Union, seeking a 
new contract to replace one which 
expired Oct. 1. is  ask ing a reduc
tion  in  w o rk in g  hours from  51 
to 18 a week. Wage increases fo r 
managers of “ one-man" stores are 
also being sought, along w ith  two 
weeks vacation w ith  pay, instead 
o f one.

The companies have countered 
the un ion demands w ith  in s is t
ence that hours be increased from  
51 to 53.
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United Front to 
Defend C.P. in 
Calif. Is Asked

Socialist Workers 
Party Offers Aid 
In Fighting Ban

LOS A N G E L E S — A le tte r ha; 
been sent to  over 250 rank an 
file S ta lin is ts  here by the loca 
branch o f the S oc ia lis t W orker: 
P arty , appealing to  them to pu 
pressure on (he ir leadership ti 
undertake a united fro n t actio i 
w ith  the SW P to  secure the re 
peal o f the ban aga inst the Com 
m unist P a rty  on the C a lifo rn ia  
ba llo t.

T h is  action was taken a fte r the 
S ta lin is t leadership had ignored 
two previous appeals for a united 
fro n t and had concealed them 
from  th e ir membership.

The SWP le tte r urged the S ta l
in is t workers to continue the 
struggle against the attem pts of 
l lie C a lifo rn ia  boss class to de 
p rive  them, as workers, of the ii 
po litica l righ ts , and described the 
ban as m erely the beginning of 
a wave of persecution against the 
en tire  labor movement in  prepara 
tion  fo r w ar-tim e suppressions.

“ There is but one way to op
pose th is  persecution—the United 
F ront of a ll forces i l l  the labor 
movement.”  stated (lie  le tte r. “ No 
m atter w lia t po litica l differences 
there exist between us, a United 
Front, can be made on th is  spe
cific issue. A ll workers would he 
tremendously inspired and encour
aged by the organ ization of U n it
ed F ront com m ittees to combat 
ra ids on po litica l freedom. T h is  
is I lie purpose o f the o ffe r of the 
Socialist W orkers Party . The 
United F ront is the classic method 
of w o rk ing  class organizations 
w ith  d iffe re n t program s to meet 
a common danger.”

T lie  le tte r fu r th e r adds, “ W ith  
tlie  refusal o f Ihe leadership of 
(he C. P. to make pub lic  our o f
fe r; w ith  th e ir  refusal to reply 
to our com m unications; w ith  the ir 
contemptuous disregard o f the 
r ig h t of tlie  rank and file, who as 
fa r as we know are kept in  igno r
ance of our o ffe r and not con
sulted in  th is  m atter, we have 
one recourse— to make our o ffe r 
public, to t lie  members and sym
pathizers o f the Communist P arty 
in  the hope that they can b ring  
pressure to bear w ith in  th e ir  own 
organization so th a t a necessary 
u n ity  of forces can he established 
in opposition to our cap ita lis t op
pressors.”

Join the Socialist 
Workers Party

TROTSKY MEMORIAL FUND
The to ta l pledged to  the T ro tsky  M em oria l Fund vase th is  week 

to $3,345. w ith  the fo llow ing  branches s t i l l  to  lie heard fro m : A lle n 
town, New Haven, Omaha. Q uakertown, Rochester. St. Louis and 
Texas. U pw ard revis ion o f branch pledges is s t i l l  on the agenda in  
several places.

The f irs t  paym ents on pledges came in th is  week, am ounting  
to $312. T h a t’s a good s ta rt, bu t i t  w i l l  have to  be equalled every 
week to fu lf i l l  the pledges by the end o f the year, Here's the score- 
board :

Quota A m ount Paid % Paid
R ockville  ............................ $ 5.00 $ 5.00 100%
Lynn ...................................... . 100.00 75.00 75%
Chicago and Ind. H a rbo r 150.00 65.07 43%
San Francisco ................. . 100.00 35.00 35%
Toledo .................................. . 50.00 15.00 30%
Boston .................................. . 100.00 27.00 27%
N ew ark ................................. 40.00 27%
F lin t  ...................................... . 150.00 25.00 17%
D e tro it ................... ............ . 200.00 25.00 13%
A kron  ...............  ............. . 10.00 00.00 00
B a ltim ore  ............................ . 10.00 00.00 00
Cleveland ............................ . 70.00 00.00 00
Los Angeles ........................ . 150.00 00.00 00
M ilw aukee ......................... 00.00 00
M inneapolis and St. Paul 1000.00 00.00 00
New Y o rk  . . .  ......... . . 1000.00 00.00 00
Philadelph ia  ..................... . 30.00 00.00 00
P ortland  .............................. .. 10.00 00.00 00
Reading .............................. 5.00 00.00 00
Youngstown . 50.00 00.00 00

T O T A L  .............................. $3345.00 $312.07 9%

F ire  P revention  
Teachers Made  
Q uite A  B o n fire !

JERSEY C ITY . N. J.— Mayo;- 
Hague, the Jersey C ity  H itle r, 
recently did his b it fo r  F ire  Pre
vention Week by sending his l'eu- 
te iian ts around to every local fac
to ry  to advise the workers to  he 
on the look-out fo r  “ f i f th  colum n
is ts" who might, try  to star! fires.

It  m ight have been more s u it
able to have delivered these “ F ire  
Prevention”  lectures before Ha
gue’s henchmen had made bon
ifies of the evidence w hich a sen
a to ria l com m ittee was seeking fo r 
its  probe o f election fraud s  in  
Hudson County and elsewheie In 
Nc-w Jersey.

Subscribe to the 
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1Just Opened! Just Opened!-

A rm e n ia n  R estau ran t
Enjoy the best, there is in 
delicious Armenian food. Pric
es consistent with the prole
tarian tastes and pockets of 

yourself and your friends.

C H A R LE S ’
Armenian Restaurant 

137 East 27th St. N. Y. C,
{ Between Lex. and 3rd Ave.i

MARXIST
SCHOOL

Lectures fo r  the 
Coming W'eek

H ow  Hegel 
R e vo lu tio n ize d  L og ic

Monday 7:10 to 8:40 
L e c tu re r: W illia m  F. W arde

T ro ts k y ’ s T h e o ry  o f  the 
Russian R e v o lu tio n

Monday 8:50 to  10:20 
L e c tu re r: F e lix  M orrow

T h e  M a te r ia lis t
C oncep tion  o f  H is to ry

Tuesday 7:10 to  8:40 
L e c tu re r: M u rry  Weiss

T ra d e  U n io n
Leadersh ip

Tuesday 8:50 to  10:20 
L e c tu re r: F a rre ll Dobbs 

To he held a t 
IR V IN G  P L A Z A

Irv ing Place and 13th St. 
New York C ity

James P. Cannon’s Summary Speech on M ilitary Policy
(The fo llo w in g  is an excerpt from  the speech by Comrade 

James P. Cannon, N a tiona l Secretary o f the S ocia lis t W o rk 
ers P a rty , sum m ariz ing  the discussion on M il ita ry  Policy a t 
the Sept. 27-29 Plenum-Conference o f the P a rty  a t Chicago.)

In  sum m ary, I  w i l l  take up the questions in reverse order o f 
th e ir  im portance. The S ta lin is t question is a question o f tactics 
and is by fa r  secondary to  the m a in  problem  o f our m il ita ry  
po licy. Nevertheless, i t  has considerable im portance. The discus
sion has shown one th in g  clearly , th a t there is in  our ranks today 
ve ry  l i t t le  m isunderstand ing o f the fundam enta l aspects o f the 
question o f S ta lin ism . T h a t is fa r  d iffe re n t fro m  the s itua tion  a 
year ago.

I t  is im p o rta n t to rem em ber in th is  connection th a t our f ig h t 
w ith  the p e tty  bourgeois ideolog ist, Burnham , began over the 
question o f the cha racte riza tion  o f the S ta lin is ts . I t  w i l l  be re 
called th a t a lm ost tw o  years ago, a t the tim e  o f the auto cris is, 
the  f irs t  rea l clash w ith  Burnham  and his sa te llites was p re c ip i
ta ted by th e ir  a ttitu d e  tow ard  the s p lit  in  the auto union. Despite 
the  fa c t th a t the g re a t mass o f the auto w orkers were go ing w ith  
the  C IO — and thereby a t th a t tim e w ith  the  S ta lin is ts— Burnham  
wanted to  d iv e rt our support to M a rtin , even in the  d irec tion  o f 
the  A F L , on the th e o ry  th a t the S ta lin is ts  were no t re a lly  a p a rt 
o f the labor movement.

The thing- came to a head again over the invasion o f Poland 
when B urnham  wanted the p a rty  to take an o u tr ig h t stand 
aga inst the Red A rm y  on the theory  tha.t the Soviet Union is 
“ im p e ria lis t.”  The issue g rew  sharper w ith  the F inn ish  invasion. 
Then, when B row der was indicted by the governm ent on an ob
v ious ly  trum ped-up passport charge, Burnham  opposed any de
fense o f B row der on the ground th a t he did no t represent any 
le g itim a te  labo r tendency. He overlooked the fa c t th a t as an agent 
o f the Soviet bureaucracy. B row der in d ire c tly  represented the 
b iggest labo r o rgan iza tion  in the w orld , th a t o f the Soviet State.

Burnham  in  th is  case was fun dam e n ta lly  m otiva ted by  the 
pressure o f dem ocratic im peria lism  in  the U n ited  States. The 
S ta lin is ts  were fo r  the m om ent a t loggerheads w ith  the Roose
v e lt ad m in is tra tion , and the “ in trnnsigeance”  o f the Burnham  
fac tio n  aga inst the S ta lin is ts  s im p ly  represented a cheap and 
easy fo rm  o f adapta tion to the c lam or o f the bourgeois demo
crats. T h e ir opinions were shaped against any k ind  o f recogn ition 
o f the C. P. as a tendency in the labor movement. We haven’t  
heard such an expression here today fro m  anybody.

UNITED FRONTS W IT H  THE C. P.
Comrade M orton  gave us a speech here today which was 

ve ry  in fo rm a tiv e  about his experiences in the CIO union o f E lec
tr ic a l and Radio W orkers. He said som eth ing th a t we m ust heed—  
th a t  the S ta lin is t ran k  and file  in th is  union do not d is tingu ish  
between us and the red ba iters, th a t they tend to  regard us as 
a p a rt o f the general reaction. I f  th a t is true , we m ust take heed 
and correct such an im pression.

F irs t  o f a ll in  the press. Our press m ust have a m ore p re 
cise line, a line  th a t cannot be m isunderstood. On each and every 
im p o rta n t occasion i t  m ust be made c lear to  the readers o f ou r

press th a t, w h ile  we are irreconc ilab ly  hostile  to  S ta lin ism — more 
no-w than ever before— we recognize th a t i t  docs represent -a cu r
re n t in the in te rna tiona l labor movement, and as such we defend 
i t  aga inst the a ttacks o f the red baiters. O ur press is our m ost 
im p o rta n t medium o f c la rifica tio n . B u t the press cam paign m ust 
he re in forced by un ited f ro n t  proposals to the S ta lin is ts  on su ita 
ble, occasions which provide us the p o ss ib ility  o f approaching the 
S ta lin is t w orkers and advancing the revo lu tiona ry  cause.

O f course we m ust no t fo rg e t th a t the present line  o f the 
S ta lin is ts  is on ly  a year old. I  w i l l  be ve ry  much surprised i f  i t  
has another year to  last. I t  was the opin ion o f Comrade T ro tsky  
th a t Moscow is a lready tu rn in g  in the d irec tion  o f the A llie s , and 
p a r tic u la r ly  in  the d irection  o-f the U . S. The Soviet Union is 
caugh t in a vise between Japan on the one hand and N az i G er
m any on the other. I f  the A x is  powers s u ffe r m il ita ry  reverses, 
i f  A m erican im peria lism  moves m ore aggressive ly  aga inst them, 
S ta lin  is ve ry  a p t to  s h if t  over in to  the o rb it  o f dem ocratic im 
pe ria lism  led by the U. S. You can be sure, in th is  event, th a t the 
line  o f the S ta lin is ts  in th is  cou n try  w i l l  ve ry  soon change ac
cord ing ly .

Such a prospect does no t speak aga inst approaching the 
S ta lin is ts  w ith  un ited  f ro n t  proposals on the basis o f th e ir  present 
line. The m ore deeply we penetra te th e ir  ranks on a un ited  fro n t 
basis in  connection w ith  th e ir  pseudo-radical po licy, the be tte r 
p o ss ib ility  we w il l  have to in fluence the w orkers  against the 
sw ing hack to bourgeois democracy and the P opu lar F ro n t ba lly 
hoo when the bureaucrats make the sw itch. Such an ove r-n ig h t 
reversa l o f po licy  w i l l  in e v ita b ly  provoke a cris is  in the C. P. 
W e should s tr iv e  to  be in a good position to  in fluence the re v o lt
in g  elements— and th is  tim e  they w il l  be the best, no t the w ors t 
— in a revo lu tiona ry  d irection . E ve ry th in g  speaks in  fa v o r o f a 
serious, ca re fu lly  worked out, re a lis tic  and p rac tica l un ited fro n t  
po licy. I t  is ob lig a to ry  th a t we devote a p ro pe rly  proportioned 
am ount o f our tim e  and energy to the S ta lin is ts .

UNITED FRONT IS NO PANACEA
B ut le t us n o t go crazy over th is  issue. One could notice a 

s ligh t tendency in  the discussion to overemphasize th is  secondary 
tac tica l question at the expense of our m ain business, tha t o f o r i
en ting tiie  P arty  fo r  a m il ita ry  po licy w h ich  has no th ing  in  com
mon w ith  t lie  po licy of the C.P. We m ust not begin to dance 
around th is  question like  jitte rbugs . We m ust not pa in t up the 
C.P. and make it  appear to be som ething d iffe re n t than it is. We 
should correct our one-sided po licy o f the past, but not over
correct it .  There is a danger of our m aking a sort of panacea 
o f un ited fro n ts  w ith  the  C.P.

I got a l i t t le  b it scared today when I  heard some of the 
speeches. I had a h o rr if ic  v is ion of the P arty  pacing back and 
fo rth  and around in  c ircles and so preoccupied w ith  C.P. un ited 
fro n ts  th a t we would no t have a n y th in g  else to  do. W hiskey 
looks like  tea but cannot be consumed so free ly  w ith ou t bad 
effects. T h is  business of un ited fro n tin g  w ith  the C. P. is also 
a strong medicine. We m ust condition ourselves to the self-control 
of the man who can “ take it  o r leave i t  alone." Don’t forget tha t

S ta lin ism  is an agency o f im peria lism  no less than the bureau
cracy of Green and Lewis. I t  is only another va rie ty . L ike  the 
tra ito rs  o f tra d itio n a l re fo rm ism , the S ta lin is t bureaucracy also 
tr ies  to defend its  own in terests against the im peria lis ts , i t  is 
th is  con trad ic tion  in  each case which opens the way fo r tlie  
un ited fro n t tactic. B ut never forge t th a t the main blows of 
S ta lin ism  are directed against the in te rna tiona l w o rk in g  class.

Some comrades raised the question a l i t t le  falsely, I th in k , 
today. They asked: “ Who represents the main danger r ig h t now? 
W hat is the main danger? Is it  represented by the out and out 
pa trio ts  o f the Green and H illm a n  type? o r is i t  the C. P.?”  And 
they came to the conclusion tha t i t  is the jingoes, not the C. P. 
T ha t on ly shows th a t the C. P. is an even greater danger than 
we realize; its  d u p lic ity  creates a l i t t le  confusion even in  our 
ranks. S ta lin ism  is the greatest danger to the in te rna tiona l 
revo lu tiona ry  movement precisely because the S ta lin is ts  d iscred it 
the great Russian Revolution and sow confusion and dem oraliza
tion  in  t lie  ranks of the pro le ta rian  vanguard which had rejected 
tra d itio n a l re fo rm ism . A  m om entary d ip lom atic  m aneuver o f S ta l
in— its e lf insp ired by treachery— m ust no t create the impression 
in our ranks th a t perhaps the C.P. is no t as g re a t a danger today 
as i t  was yesterday. S ta lin ism  is treacherous to  the core. I t  is the 
main obstacle in the path o f the p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion . O ur a t t i 
tude tow ards S ta lin ism  is th a t o f irreconcilab le  w ar. We can con
ceive o f the un ited f ro n t  on ly in  the sense o f a f la n k  a ttack  
aga inst our m ost perfid ious enemy.

FIVE POINTS ON THE C. P.
T lie  crux o f the S ta lin ism  question can he summarized under 

these five po in ts;
F IR S T, where is the m ain reservo ir of fu tu re  re c ru it in g  fo r 

the revo lu tiona ry  pa rty  in  th is  country? Is i t  in  the ranks of 
the C. P .? Or, is i t  in  the ranks of the ha lf awakened w o rk ing  
class in  th is  country th a t has not been defeated and th a t has not 
been corrupted? We consider i t  self-evident th a t the m ain 
reservo ir fo r re c ru it in g  is in  the ranks of these non-S ta lin ia t 
workers. I t  is on ly inc iden ta l re c ru it in g  th a t can be expected 
out o f the S ta lin is t party. T h is  is also an im portan t source, but 
it is not the most im portan t. E very move we make in  regard to 
S ta lin ism  has to be weighed by the c r ite r io n  w hether i t  w i l l  help 
or harm our poss ib ility  of re c ru itin g  in  the ranks of t lie  young, 
uneducated bu t m ilita n t p ro le ta ria t.

SECOND, we have to be more carefu l, more precise and more 
m il ita n t in  d is ting u ish in g  ou r c r it ic is m  o f S ta lin ism  from  the 
attacks o f the red -ba iting  jingoes. We m ust begin in earnest to 
emphasize th is  difference in  our press. We have to c la r ify  the 
whole problem fo r our membership, fo r our readers, fo r the S ta l
in is t workers who sometimes read our press. We must make 
it clear on every occasion, sharp ly and categorically, th a t we have 
no th ing  in  common w ith  red-ba iting attacks on the S ta lin is ts  
by the capitalist, newspapers, the old sty le  labor skates and the 
social democrats.

The T H IR D  PO IN T: Our chief problem In the p o litica l field 
is ne ithe r blocs w ith  the S ta lin is ts  against the progressive jingo is ts

nor blocs w ith  the progressive jingo is ts  against the S ta lin is ts  on 
inc identa l day to day problems in  the unions. Our m ain problem 
is to b ring  fo rw ard  and develop more c learly  and precisely the 
independent lin e  o f the revo lu tiona ry  party.

The FO U R T H  P O IN T : In  the course o f development, we w il l  
look fo r and take advantage of suitable and practica l opportu
n ities  for united fro n t actions directed toward tlie  C. P. workers. 
But th is  m ust not become the dom inant side o f our a c tiv ity  w ith  
regard to them. We w il l  w r ite  99 attacks against the perfidies 
of the C. P. to one move that we w ill make in  tlie  d irec tion  of 
the united fro n t w ith  them. And even at the moment of approach
in g  them fo r a un ited fro n t, we w i l l  never relax fo r a moment, 
nor a llow  any w o rke r to get an idea fo r a moment, th a t th is  
tac tic  s ignifies any k ind  o f reconc ilia tion , o r any so ften ing  o f 
our a ttitud e  towards the treacherous m urder m achine of 
S talin ism .

The F IF T H  P O IN T: I  am not as o p tim is tic  as some com
rades about the number and q u a lity  o f the recru its  we w ill get 
from  the C. P. There are some members in  our organ ization— 
qu ite  a few— who came to us from  tlie  S ta lin is ts  In  recent tim es 
and who have developed in to  good revo lu tion is ts . W e’ve also 
had tlie  experience of re c ru it in g  S ta lin is ts  more than once, more 
than ten times, who tr ie d  to become revo lu tion is ts , but who had 
become so demoralized, and to some extent so corrupted, by the 
C. P. th a t they were not assim ilable. One of the greatest curses 
of S ta lin ism  is the enormous dem ora lization, d isorien ta tion , and 
co rru p tio n  o f the m inds o f the advanced m il ita n t w orkers  i t  has 
brought about.

THE M AIN QUESTION: M IL ITA R Y  POLICY
Now I come to the decisive and basic question w ith  w h ich 

our p a rty  occupies itse lf, t lie  question of m il ita ry  policy. D u rin g  
the discussion some comrades have asked: Was our old line  
wrong? Does the reso lu tion represent a com pletely new departure 
am i a reversal o f the po licy o f tlie  past? I t  is not qu ite  correct 
to say that t lie  old line  was wrong. I t  was a program  devised 
lo r  the fight against w ar in tim e  of peace. Our figh t against 
war under conditions of peace was correct as fa r as it went. B u t 
it was not adequate. I t  must be extended. The old princip les, 
w h ich rem ain unchanged, m ust be applied concretely to the new 
conditions o f perm anent w ar and universal m ilita r is m . We d idn ’t  
v isualize, nobody visualized, a w o rld  s itua tion  in w h ich whole 
countries would be conquered by fasc is t arm ies. The w orkers don’t  
w an t to be conquered by fo re ign  invaders, above a ll by fascists. 
They requ ire  a p rogram  o f m il ita ry  s tru g g le  aga inst fo re ign  in 
vaders w h ich assures th e ir  class independence. T h a t is the g is t 
o f the problem .

Many tim es in  the past we were put at a ce rta in  disadvantage; 
the demagogy of the Social Democrats against us was effective to 
a certa in extent. They said. “ You have no answer to the question 
o f how to tight against H itle r ,  how to prevent H it le r  from  con
quering France, Belgium , etc." (O f course th e ir  program  was very 
simple— the suspension o f the class strugg le and complete subor- 

(Continued on page 3)
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s  By ALBERT PARKER ■■■ ~ ”

Recently, Roscoe Dunjee, ed ito r o f The B lack 
Dispatch, made the keynote address before the 
N ationa l Colored Democratic Association, in  the 
course of wh ich lie said the following*.

“ 1 want to insist here and now tha t as Am er
ican citizens w*e demand the r ig h t to be in te 
grated in to  every branch of the Am erican A rm y. 
Recently I appeared before tlie  reso lutions com
m ittee of the Oklahoma Dem ocratic State Con
vention . . .

“ When I did get an oppo rtun ity  to ta lk  1 to ld 
th a t com m ittee about the obvious d isc rim in a tio n  
in  the Am erican A rm y. I to ld  them how Tat 
H u re ly . from  my state, when Secretary of Wat- 
under H erbe r Hoover, had p ra c tica lly  dem obil
ized a ll o f the Negro combat troops o f the A rm y. 
1 to ld them that at F o rt S ill, in  my state, and 
a t F o rt R iley  in  Kansas, Negroes were no th ing 
more than manure handlers. I to ld  them that 
i f  H it le r  was go ing to come over here, Negroes 
wanted to be armed w ith  som ething else other 
than a mop and a broom.

"The Republican Party under H erbert Hoover 
Struck at the Negro's r ig h t to figh t fo r th is  coun
t r y  and we w ant to ask our pa rty  convention th is  
year to pu t a gun in the black man's hands. We 
w ant the r ig h t to fight in the A rm y, Navy, the 
a ir, and the N a tiona l Guard...”

Dunjee correctly  puts pa rt of the blame fo r 
the J im  Crow conditions in the armed forces on 
the Republicans, who today are p rom is ing the 
Negroes eve ry th in g  they can th in k  o f...tha t m ay 
possibly w in  them a vote.

B u t how he p ro s titu tes  h im se lf when he p re
tends th a t the Dem ocrats are any be tte r in  th is  
respect! Assume fo r a m inute th a t the Republi
cans were solely responsible fo r these conditions. 
The Democrats have had eight years now to cor-
rect them, haven’t they?

T a lk in g  about that, rem inds us about the com
m ittee  o f F ra n k  Crosswaith, W illia m  Pickens and 
A lfred  Baker Lewis, who signed that, ro tten  a r
tic le , “ Colored Am ericans Have a Stake In  The 
W ar,”  issued as w ar propaganda by the Com
m ittee to Defend Am erica By A id in g  the A llies.

W e'll discuss tha t a rtic le  again in  fu tu re  weeks. 
Here we’ l l  l im it  ourselves to George Schuyler's 
comment on i t  in  the P ittsbu rgh  C ourie r of Oct. 
12: “ They speak of the H it le r  menace to freedom 
of speech, press and assemblage, fo rge tting  a ll 
about Georgia, Louis iana and Alabama. They say 
the NAACP would be illega l under H itle r , fo rge t
t in g  bow* dangerous is membership there in  in  the 
Deep South outside of a few cities, one member 
having recently been lynched outside of Brow ns
v ille , Tenn.

“ Iro n ic a lly  enough, in  proof of the fact that, 
B r it is h  im peria lism  ‘is soften ing ’ , they boast tha t 
‘ In  Jamaica, Bustamente, a prom inent Negro trade 
un ion is t and rad ica l, has had freedom to organize 
and agitate even under B r it is h  im peria lism .... In  
Germany or I ta ly , Bustamente would have been 
put in  a concentration camp or perhaps executed...'

“ Here’s the laugh on th a t-----Last week
sevaral N egro newspapers announced tha t Busta- 
nient H A S  been th row n  in to  a concentration 
camp.”

Natalia Trotsky Answers A Foul Slander
(Natalia Sedoff Trotsky, , 

widow of Leon Trotsksy. has 
sent the following letter to J. 
R. Johnson, who wrote an ar- I 
tide about Trotsky constitut
ing the hulk of the September 
issue of the “New interna
tional". a magazine published 
by the petty-bourgeois revi- 
sionists led by Max Schacht- i 
man.)

M y Dear Comrade Johnson:
P e rm it me to  g ive you some 

facts pe rta in ing  to tha t pa rt of 
your a rtic le  in  the September is
sue o f the New In te rn a tion a l 
where you proceed to “ analyze”  
w ith  such im perm issib le haste and 
such u tte r  irre s p o n s ib ility  the 
causes unde rly ing  the tragedy 
th a t befell us at 5:30 P. M. on 
August 20, 1940; and where you 
also presume in  th is  connection 
to elucidate, w ith o u t f irs t ascer
ta in in g  the facts, ce rta in  tra its  in 
I he character of the man who fell 
v ic tim  to the assassin. T h is  light- 
minded carelessness and disres
pect on your pa rt toward the V ic 
tim  force me to make the fo llow 
ing declaration :

Our first m eeting w ith  Sylvia 
Ageloff's husband, "Jacson.”  took 
place on May 28. 9 o’clock in  the 
m orn ing, and not in  March as 
you so freely assert. Of these 83 
dtjys of “ our acquaintance,”  Syl
v ia  A ge lo ff’s husband spent some 
27 to  30 days outside of Mexico. 
In  the course o f the rem a in ing 50 
to 53 days he paid u s ' a llto ld  7 
to 8 v is its . He was received by 
us firs t and forem ost as the hus
band of S y lv ia  Ayeloff. who in  our 
eyes was com pletely trus tw o rth y . 
On every one o f his v is its , he 
was received (1) by both of us—  
L.D. and m yself; (2) on each oc
casion it  was in the pa tio ; (3) 
each tim e i t  was when the an i
mals were fed. th a t is, (4) d u rin g  
L.D .’s rest period; and (5) each 
v is it took place in  passing and 
was very  b rie f, from  7 to 10 m in 
utes. not more, except fo r the last, 
two v is its .

T R IV IA L  P R E TE X TS
The top ic brought up fo r discus

sion d u rin g  these v is its  by “ Jac- 
son" was his “ pa tron ," the la tte r's  
“ business genius”  and how i t  
“ baffled the im a g in a tio n ”  o f his 
employee, h is “ fan tastic  successes 
in  speculation" and so fo r th  and 
so on, a ll o f like  nature. L . D. 
listened, fo rc in g  h im se lf from  
tim e to tim e to make some casual 
rem ark, out- o f politeness. I  used 
to wonder w hy he talked to us so 
in s is te n tly  each tim e about, hts 
“ boss”  and the la tte r ’s shady ma- 
chinations inasmuch as the R ’s 
were precisely w orried  by the fact 
tha t w ith  them “ Jacson”  was per
s is ten tly  uncom m unicative, de
spite h is garrulousness, about the

An imposed photograph of Natalia Sedov Trotsky, taken before 
the assassination of Trotsky.

a ffa irs  of liis  “ boss.”  La te r I un
derstood the reason fo r th is . Ask 
S y lv ia  A ge lo ff; perhaps site too 
now realizes w hat was involved. 
S ylv ia  A ge lo ff was not her hus
band's conscious accomplice, but 
unconsciously slie undoubtedly 
aided him .

He used to v is it  us on the most 
in s ign ifica n t p re texts : To te ll us 
tha t his boss was liq u id a tin g  his 
a ffa irs  and tha t they were leav
ing . . .  or tha t, since he was go
ing  away, he should like  to leave 
his autom obile w ith  us fo r two 
weeks u n t il his re tu rn  . . .  or tha t 
he came to b ring  me a box of 
candy from  S ylv ia  Age lo ff w h ich 
lie had forgotten to b ring  before... 
or tha t his w ife , S y lv ia  had a r
rived . . . and fin a lly  w ith  a re
quest tha t we set the tim e and 
the day when his w ife  could v is it 
us . . .

stood tha t p o lit ic a l discussions 
could on ly d is rup t his plan of m u r
der. He had to fa m ilia rize  h im 
self w ith  our general habits, in 
corporate them in  the very m ar
row of his bones, adapt him self 
to them, take in to  account each 
m inute detail, check and re-check 
over and over again— that was his 
task. T ha t is w hy he began in  
the last period to v is it  us more 
and more often, always at the 
same hour—d u rin g  L.D.'s rest pe
rio d— and always made his v is its  
brie f. In  th is  was his strategy, 
and not in  factional po litica l d is
cussion.

L.D . was no t a t a ll inclined to 
sacrifice h is rest period fo r  “ Jac
son.”  I t  was very well known 
tha t fo r a serious discussion the 
day and the hour had to be a r
ranged w ith  L.D. in advance. “ Jac
son”  never asked fo r th is . He

_____ _ . always arrived w ith o u t p r io r  no-
ASSASSIN S STRATEGY tice, always a t the same hour. The

•All th is  you do not understand, one and only p o litica l discussion 
comrade Johnson. As you im a- which- d id  take -pla«e occurred—  
gine it, the po litica l assassin had fo r your in fo rm a tio n —a week be- 
to engage his v ic tim  in  p re lim i- fore the crime. He had arranged 
nary and leng thy po litica l discus- w ith  me fo r a v is it  of his w ife, 
sion fo r a period of six months. S ylv ia  Ageloff. I set the very 
You are m istaken— had he done same hour, nam ely 5 o’clock, as 
so, he could have ha rd ly  achieved i the most convenient. But Sylvia 
his aim . No, "Jacson”  was much | came not alone but w ith  her hus- 
more clever than you; he under-1 band; we met them in  the patio,

and I inv ited  them in to  the d in 
ing room fo r tea.

A B O U T  TO L E A V E  M E X IC O
This teas the first, and the last 

occasion on which a po litica l con
versation took place. Sylv ia  Age
lo ff defended the position of the 
M in o rity  heatedly and excitedly. 
L.D. answered her ca lm ly and in 
a fr ie n d ly  way. Her husband in 
terjected a few not very  astute 
and jo cu la r comments. A ll th is  
did not take more than 15 m in 
utes, L.D. excused h im se lf; he 
had to  do h is chores, feed the 
anim als. A ll of us got up. The 
“ Jacsons”  bade us fa rew e ll, and 
hu rried  away, sta ting, as usual, 
tha t they had some urgen t busi
ness. We did not detain them, 
not even out of politeness. We 
knew tha t these “ v is its ”  were 
about to be term inated, siijce “ Jar- 
son”  was leaving Mexico . . .  i f  
not today, then tom orrow , and 
m en ta lly  we said to ourselves, 
“ Le t him  go, the sooner, tlie  bet
te r.”  Not because we had begun 
to suspect h im  as an agent o f the 
GPU— un fo rtuna te ly  not—lm t be
cause in  the long run we did  not 
know w ha t to do w ith  th is  hus
band of S y lv ia  Ageloff.

T H E  PRO JECTED A R T IC L E
T his  v is it before the last one 

differed from  file  others in  th is, 
th a t “ Jacson”  suddenly proposed 
that. L.D. look over h is draft, of 
a projected a rtic le . And th is  tim e 
— fo r the firs t tim e— he was ad
m itted in to  L.D.'s study. L.D . re 

ferred negatively to the d ra ft: 
“ Very muddled . . . on ly  a few 
phrases . . . ”  and w ith o u t w ish 
ing to dwell on it ,  he added. “ I 
offered a few suggestions, wo shall 
see . . . ”  1 understood that th is  
tim e L.D. had seen another side 
of “ Jacson.”  He was somewhat 
surprised by “ Jacson’s”  conduct 
w h ile  iu the study, hut I shall 
speak o f th is  at greater length 
elsewhere. D u ring  th is  same v is it  
he ta lked to L.D. about French 
s ta tis tics w h ich ho claimed to 
know. The conversation lasted 10 
m inutes at the most. In  connec
tion  w ith  French statistics, L.D. 
mentioned to Joe Hansen that our 
New Y ork organization could per
haps make use of his knowledge 
in  th is  field.

"F o r s ix  months,”  you say, com
rade Johnson, “ he discussed p o li
tics w ith  the greatest l iv in g  mas
te r o f po litics  and T ro tsky  never 
detected a false note . . . ”  be
cause T rn tsky  was blinded faction- 
a lly . Th is is a lie . W hy d idn ’t  
you ascertain the facts, i f  on ly by 
asking his w ife, S y lv ia  Agelofr? 
I t  is an insuffe rab le  shame to 
place a lie  at the very  threshold 
of w hat happened I t  is in su ffe r
able to read th is  shameless lie. 
You have been so carried away by 
your factiona lism  th a t you have 
lost your m oral eq u ilib rium  and 
th is  is a dangerous symptom both 
fo r a revo lu tion is t and the pa rty  
to w h ich he belongs,

N A T A L IA  SEDO V T R O TS K Y  
October 17. 1940 
Coyoacan. M exico

Leader o f M a y  24 A tta ck  On T ro tsky  
A dm its  Close C. P. Connections

M EXICO C ITY— David Alfaro Siqueiros, the Stalinist who led 
the machine-gun band which assaulted Trotsky’s house and mur
dered Trotsky’s secretary. Robert Sheldon Harte, was indicted Oct. 
12, after having been brought face to face with his accomplices, who 
confirmed their earlier testimony which first incriminated him.

The m ost im p o rtan t testim ony 
was tha t o f A lva rez Lopez and 

i Sanchez Hernandez Lopez, one o f 
the chauffeurs  fo r  the machine- 
gun band, states th a t S iqueiros' 
own car, a la rge La Salle, was 
used in the a ttack, th a t the 
machine guns, revo lvers and 
bombs were transported to the 
scene in  th is  car.

Hernandez confirm s Lopez’ de
clarations, and tha t Siqueiros h im 
self entered the house.

A n a  Lopez Chavez .states th a t 
site was engaged and paid by S i
queiros to spy on the movements 
o f members o f the T ro ts k y  house. 
She was paid five and la te r ten 
pesos a day fo r th is  w ork. A t firs t 
she made ite r reports to Siquei
ros, la te r to A nton io  Pujo l, at 
present a fu g it iv e  from  justice,

and to an in d iv id u a l named Pe
dro. She says tha t Pedro to ld 
her tha t “ the money is provided 
by the Communist Party .”

A dm its  C. P. Ties
Siqueiros states th a t he was a 

member of the Com m unist P arty  
from  1922 to 1929 and a member 
of its  N ational Committee fo r the 
last six years: in  1929 he was 
expelled fo r “ d isc ip lin a ry  reasons 
and fo r differences o f procedure.”  
He adm its th a t since then: “ The 
Communist P arty  has me as a 
sym pathizer of confidence; as a 
man incapable o f fo llo w in g  a fu n 
dam enta lly con tra ry  po litica l line. 
For th is  reason I  have been ad
m itted and taken pa rt w ith  a 
voice in  many o f its  priva te  or 
pub lic  meetings.' ’

Negro Labor 
Head Ja iled  
B y B r ita in

News has fin a lly  reached th is  cou n try  o f the 
a rre s t o f the w e ll known labor leader, A lexander 
Bustamente, in Jam aica, B r it is h  W est Ind ies on 
Sept. 9.

The E ng lish  governor o f the island ordered 
h im  seized and placed in  a concentra tion camp 
fo r  the du ra tion  o f the w a r on the charge o f 
“ breach o f  defense re g u la tio n s ”  th ro u g h  his 
speeches and w r it in g s  in  w a rtim e .

W hen w a r broke out, Bustam ente declared h is 
lo y a lty  to  B r it is h  im peria lism . T h is  was a ll r ig h t  
w ith  the B rit is h . B u t Bustam ente also- continued 
his e ffo r ts  to keep the w o rkers  organized and 
his f ig h t fo r  be tte r conditions. The B r it is h  over- 
lords o f the island d idn ’t  like  th is . A nd so he has 
been sent to  a concentra tion camp.

Bustam ente won in te rn a tio n a l prom inence as 
the leader o f the  s tr ik e  s trugg les o f 1938 in which 
m any w o rkers  were massacred when they  p ro 
tested aga inst low  wages, ave rag ing  25c a day, 
and ho rrib le  w o rk in g  conditions.

Since Bustam ante's a rrest, a num ber o f o ther 
people have been seized on the same charge fo r  
d a rin g  to  organize a p ro tes t dem onstra tion 
aga inst his a rrest.

P rotests should be sent to  the B r it is h  em
bassy in  W ashington, dem anding the im m ediate 
release o f a ll those arrested.

Some More Southern Chivalry
A  recent W P A  ru lin g , according to  the N . Y . 

A m sterdam  News, states th a t “ N egro women 
m ust w ork  ou t-o f-doors w ith  shovels and wheel 
barrows o r q u it.”

The ru lin g , reassigning colored women to hard 
outside labor a t *11.10 a week and te ll in g  them 
they can q u it i f  they don’t  lik e  it ,  was brought 
to lig h t fo llow ing  a protest o f the Charlo tte  (N .Y .) 
Labor League, a ffilia te  of Labor’s Non P artisan 
League:

“ Common labor fo r  Negro women, l ig h t  w o rk  
fo r w h ite  women, lias no place in  1940. Such 
conditions are lik e  slavery clays. Organized labor 
must figh t such v io la tions o f Negro righ ts . Women 
should not be forced to do the w ork  o f strong 
men. We demand decent conditions on W P A  fo r 
a ll workers regardless of color, creed o r p o lit ic a l 
belief. T h is  sham eful cond ition  is a disgrace to 
C harlo tte .”

And i t  is “ Southern c h iv a lry ”  th a t so o ften 
does its  lynch ing  in the name o f “ p ro tecting  our 
fa ir  womanhood” !

U N D E R S T A T E M E N T  OF T H E  W E E K
I t  is announced th a t those who en lis t w i l l  have 

the f irs t  choice o f the new opportun ities  fo r  spe
c ia liza tion  th a t w i l l  arise. B u t, the a rtic le  warns, 
“ rem em ber tha t the services are no t organized to  
s u it you r convenience.”

Our M ilitary Policy—James P. Cannon’s Summary
(Continued from  page 2)

d ina tion  of the workers to the bourgeoisie. We have seen the 
resu lts  o f th is  treacherous po licy.) W ell, we answered in  a gen
eral way, the w orkers w i l l  f irs t overth row  the bourgeoisie at 
home and then they w ill take care of invaders. T ha t was a good 
program, but the workers d id  not make the revo lu tion  in  tim e. 
Now the two tasks m ust be telescoped and carried out s im u lta 
neously.

The m ain t il in g  is tha t we m ust operate not. under the old 
conditions of peace, bu t under the new conditions of un iversa l 
m ilita r is m  and war. We cannot avoid the new circum stances; 
we m ust adapt our tactics to them. In  tim es of s tr ike , we urge 
the w orkers to stay ou t of a p lan t. B u t when t ile  m a jo rity  de
cides to go bade, we have to go back w ith  them and accept w ith  
them, fo r the tim e being, the exp lo ita tion  of the bosses. Some
tim es the defeat of a s tr ike  goes so fa r as not on ly  to smash a 
leg itim a te  union but to drive  the workers in to  the bosses’ com
pany union. We are against, company unions; bu t i f  the workers 
are driven in to  them we go along and t r y  to  w o rk  there in  the 
in te rests o f the p ro le ta r ia t. Analogous tac tics  m ust be applied 
also in  questions of w ar and m ilita r is m .

We had a great M arx is t fo r  a teacher, and a p a rt of liis  
genius was his never fa il in g  application of M a rx is t tactics. He 
always took the ex is ting  s itua tion , in its  to ta lity , as the point, 
o f  departure. The Bolsheviks set out in 1917 to  ove rth row  the 
whole cap ita lis t w orld . They did overth row  the Russian bour
geoisie, bu t the other countries remained under the dom ination 
of the in te rna tiona l cap ita lis t class. So, a t a certa in  po in t, the 
Bolsheviks drew the balance and said; “ Here is the s itua tion  
as i t  exists in  rea lity . We cannot overth row  the o ther im p e ria lis t 
band its at present. The w orkers are no t yet veady. Therefore, 
le t  us open trade re la tions w ith  the im p e ria lis t countries, ga in 
a l i t t le  breath ing space and overth row  them tom orrow .”  Comrade 
T ro ts k y  was prom pted to  elaborate and extend our tactics by the 
new s itua tion  in  the world , A  p a rty  which fa ils  to adapt its e lf 
to th is  s itua tion , to ex is ting  war, can play no role whatsoever.

WE ARE PROLETARIAN M ILITARISTS
One comrade here tr ie d  to  ju s t i fy  a po licy o f a n ti-m ilita r is m . 

H is rem arks were, to my op in ion, a reminiscence of departed 
days. A n t i-m ilita r is m  was a ll r ig h t  when we were f ig h tin g  
against w ar in  times of peace. B u t here you have a new s itua tion  
of un iversal m ilita r is m , i t  is obvious th a t a ll over the world , 
eve ry th ing is go ing to be settled not by mass meetings, not by 
petitions, not by strikes, not even by mass dem onstrations in  the 
streets. E ve ry th in g  is going to be settled by m il ita ry  means, 
w ith  arm s in  hand. So, can we now be a n ti-m ilita r is ts?  By no 
means! Just the con tra ry . We m ust say; “ A ll r ig h t, the s itua
tion , not of our m aking, is tha t m il ita ry  force decides. There 
is only one th in g  le ft fo r the workers to do. T ha t is to learn 
how to he good fighters w ith  modern weapons.”  So we anti- 
m ilita r is ts  of yesterday become positive m ilita r is ts  today. The 
comrade who tries  to represent our position today as s t i l l  a n ti
m il ita r is t  is, in  m y opinion, decidedly w rong.

I  raised th is  question in  our conversations w ith  comrade 
T ro tsky , A fte r  he had elaborated h is  ideas, I  p u t the question

to h im  and asked h im  to make his answer as sharp and categoric 
as possible. I asked: "Can we call ourselves m ilita r is ts ? ”  And 
lie said, “ Yes. I t  m ight not be tac tica lly  advisable to begin w ith  
such a proclam ation, but. i f  the pacifists accuse you of it ,  i f  you 
are accused o f being a m ilita r is t ,  you take the p la tfo rm  and say, 
‘Yes, I am a pro le ta rian  revo lu tiona ry  m il ita r is t . ’ ”  T h is  doesn't 
con trad ic t the somewhat d iffe ren t a ttitud e  we took in  somewhat 
d iffe re n t tim es— when the poss ib ility  o f p reven ting  w a r by revo
lu tio n  could no t be excluded.

Was tlie  figh t o f the social-pacifist elements against conscrip
tion  r ig h t in  th is  last period? No, i t  was not r ig h t. I t  overlooked 
rea litie s  and sowed illus ions. The w orkers were fo r  conscrip tion. 
The conscrip tion b ill was carried w ith o u t any serious opposition 
whatsoever. The figh t as we conducted it ,  fo r w orkers ’ contro l, 
was 100% correct. We are pos itive ly  fo r conscrip tion, but we 
do not w ant conscrip tion of the workers by the bosses. We w ant 
conscrip tion o f the w orkers by a w orkers ’ organ ization. I f  some 
ho rrified  muddle-head of a pacifis t asks: “ Do you rea lly  mean 
it?  Do you w ant to compel every w orker to take up arm s and 
learn how to use arms?”  We answer, "Yes, th a t is exactly w hat 
we mean.”  How do we ju s tify  such compulsion? By the neces
sities of the class strugg le which ju s tify  everyth ing. There is 
no th in g  new in  such an a ttitude. A certa in am ount of compulsion 
has always been invoked by the labor movement, against the back
ward, the slackers.

For example, trade unions always s tr ive  to make membership 
compulsory. The in te llige n t, loya l and serious workers jo in  the 
un ion vo lu n ta r ily . Then they say to the backward, to the igno rant 
and to the scab-hearted: Jo in  i f  you w ill,  peacefu lly, bu t jo in  th is  
un ion or else stay out o f tha t factory. That's  compulsion fo r 
you, my boy. We cannot a llow  your ignorance o r m istaken con
ception of in d iv id u a l in te rest to  in te rfe re  w ith  the class in terests 
as a whole. W ha t is a p icke t line? W ell, some th a t I  have seen 
a t least, had aspects of ex trao rd ina ry  persuasion. I  have seen 
p icke t lines of such a nature tha t i f  anyone wanted to argue 
about it ,  lie  d id n 't even get a chance to argue. He e ithe r stayed 
out or got knocked out. Compulsion in  the class w ar is a class 
necessity. W e d idn ’t  inven t it. I t  m ust be applied also to 
m il ita ry  tra in in g .

THE DYNAMICS OF THIS STRUGGLE
An in te res ting  question, asked by some workers, was reported 

here: “ How can you te ll the workers to pu t themselves under 
t lie  contro l of the unions fo r m ilita ry  tra in in g  when the unions 
are contro lled by people lik e  Lewis and Green and H illm a n? ”  
W ell, i f  we w a it u n t il the unions are led by the F ourth  In te rn a 
tiona l, we lose a ll sense o f the dynam ics of th e ir  development. 
Green and Lew is and th e ir  s im ila rs— the whole upper bureau
cracy of the labor movement at present—are agents o f t lie  capi
ta lis ts  in  the labor movement, bu t they are not the same th in g  
as the bosses. T he ir sole base of existence is the labor movement; 
and in spite o f a il tbe bureaucratism  o f the unions, they are 
subject to certa in  pressures, certa in  contro ls from  below. When 
tlie  worsening o f conditions, supplemented by our ag ita tion , raises 
a wave of rad ica liza tion  in  the masses, the workers w i l l  solve

the problem of leadership in  the w orkers’ regim ents as w e ll as 
in  tlie  unions.

We always take the w orkers ’ organizations as they are. We 
jo in  them as they are, support them as they are, t r y  to remodel 
them from  w ith in . Of course, the very idea of a Lew is or a Green 
heading the m il ita ry  in s tru c tion  o f w o rkers  is fa r-fc tched . Cor 
rectly  understood, our figh t fo r m il ita ry  tra in in g  under trade 
un ion con tro l is a m orta l strugg le against the re fo rm is t, non
f ig h tin g  bureaucracy. The adoption o f our po licy, o r even a 
strong movement in  favo r or it ,  would spell the doom of the 
present leaders. Nobody would believe these scoundrels are f it  
fo r such a serious enterprise as the in s tru c tio n  of w orkers fo r 
m il ita ry  action.

In  1917, fo llow ing  February, the Soviets of Petrograd and 
Moscow were in  contro l of the Social Democrats and the Social 
Revolutionaries, th a t is. men of the s tripe  of Lew is and Green, 
H illm a n  and D ubinsky: no better and no worse. In  spite of tha t, 
because tbe Soviets embraced tlie  workers, Le n in  raised the slo
gan: “ A ll power to the Soviets.”  In  the course o f th a t figh t 
fo r  a ll power to  the Soviets, the Bolsheviks won to  th e ir  side 
the m a jo rity  of the workers. And almost co inc iden ta lly  w ith  the 
upris ing, the workers threw  out the Mensheviks and Social Revo
lu tionaries  and. placed tlie  Bolsheviks a t th e ir  head. T ha t’s the 
way th ings have to be conceived in  th is  question also.

Tbe question of t lie  referendum  on w ar in connection w ith  
com pulsory m il ita ry  tra in in g  was raised by one o f the comrades. 
T h is  question was propounded to the Old Man in  a le tte r from  
Goldman, and answered by him . The Old Man said: “ I don’t  see 
w hy we should drop the demand fo r a referendum  on war. Before 
they actua lly  enter the war, an ag ita tion  fo r a people’s referendum 
is an excellent means of showing up th e ir  fake democracy.”  I t  
is a means of ag ita tion  against them. I t  is no t so simple and 
au tom atic ; one does not exclude the other.

Comrade T ro tsky  also answered the question w hether our 
slogan o f W orkers’ Defense Guards is superseded by our m ilita ry  
policy. He said he did not see why. He thought they were in 
terre la ted. Of course, at the present tim e, the emphasis is en
t ire ly  on the question o f pene tra ting the m il ita ry  organizations. 
But, as the cris is  develops, a ll k inds of reactionary attacks w ill 
he made on tlie  unions. Gangs w ill be organized to break them 
up. The union members w i l l  be under the constant necessity to 
protect themselves. The w orkers m ust be on guard to protect 
th e ir  unions. The slogan o f W orkers ’ Defense Guards can be 
raised at an appropria te tim e, not in  con trad ic tion  to our m il ita ry  
policy, but in  co rre la tion  w ith  it .

THE ROLE OF W OMEN COMRADES
On the question o f t lie  role of women in  the pa rty  a fte r con

scrip tion . We m ust not get t lie  idea th a t a ll ou r people w i l l  be 
in  the arm y. Roughly speaking, (lie  same percentage of our pa rty  
w i l l  be in  the arm y as the percentage of th e ir  class o f the same 
generation. We have a young pa rty . You w i l l  learn from  Com
rade Dobbs’ comprehensive organ ization report th a t the average 
age of our pa rty  is 29 years. T h is  means th a t perhaps a m a jo rity  
of our men comrades are going to be in  the a rm y sooner o r la te r.

Some o f our leading people w il l  he taken out and in  th e ir  places 
women comrades w il l  come forw ard . We already have ind ica 
tions tha t we are not w ith o u t resources in  th is  field. And don’t  
forget we have a few old codgers who are beyond t lie  d ra ft age. 
Maybe tlie  p a rty  can make use o f them. Len in  once said, and 
I always sympathized w ith  h im , < hat when a revo lu tion is t reaches 
the age of 50 lie should he shot. W hen men get older they usua lly  
get tired  and conservative. B ut there are exceptions to a ll laws, 
and we come in  under t lie  exeeptions. I f  we have the correct 
po licy, and i f  we have the conception th a t every member o f our 
pa rty  is po ten tia lly  a leader, po ten tia lly  a general in  the a rm y 
of tlie  revo lu tion , we w il l  not lack leadership.

Comrade B irchm an mentioned the question o f the Negro 
workers in  the m ilita r iz a tio n . Our a ttitud e  toward the Negroes 
in  war, lik e  our a ttitud e  tow ard a ll other questions, is the same 
as in  tim es of peace. Our line  is the class line. We stand fo r 
absolutely unconditiona l equa lity  fo r every race and n a tio n a lity . 
T h a t’s a card ina l p rinc ip le  of Communism. We have to  figh t fo r 
and defend th is  p rinc ip le  under a ll conditions, inc lud ing  the con
d itions  of m ilita r is m .

METHODS OF W ORK IN  THE ARMY
How do we w ork in  a conscrip t arm y? someone asked. We 

w ork the same way as in  a shop. Indeed, the m ain purpose o f 
in du s try  now is supply ing the arm y. W here would you draw  
the line? There is ha rd ly  an in d u s try  tha t won’t  be m obilized 
e ith e r fo r the m anufacture o r transporta tion  o f m ateria ls  fo r the 
arm y. The masses are in  the arm y, or w o rk in g  to supply the 
arm y. The workers are subjected to m il ita ry  exp lo ita tion . We 
go in  and defend the in terests o f tbe slaves of m il ita ry  exp lo ita tion , 
just as we go in to  the fac to ry  and figh t against cap ita lis t exp lo ita 
t io n  there. Our basic line  everywhere is the class line.

The second point, is to be carefu l, cautious. Make no putsches, 
make no prem ature moves th a t expose us and separate us from  
the masses. Go w ith  the masses. Be w ith  the masses, ju s t as 
tlie  Bolsheviks were in  K erensky’s arm y.

W hy can’t  we do th a t here? And how otherw ise can we do 
it?  How otherwise, in  a w orld  dominated by m ilita r is m , can we 
see our way to world salvation except through m ilita ry ' means? 
And how can we get these m il ita ry  means except by pene tra ting 
the arm y as it. exists?

We have one great assurance. I  repent w hat I  said a t the 
mass meeting. We have our op po rtun ity  before us in  th is  coun
try .  Even i f  w a r  is declared and a m il ita ry  d ic ta to rsh ip  is in s t i
tuted, even i f  a ll k inds  o f repressive measures are decreed— we 
m ust a lw ays rem em ber th a t a d ic ta to rsh ip  o f the police and 
m il ita ry  forces, in s titu te d  by fiat, cannot be the same th in g  as a 
fascist d ic ta to rsh ip  based on a mass movement mobilized over 
years of tim e  a fte r the workers have m uffed th e ir  chance to take 
power. Before fascism can come in  th is  coun try  on a mass basis, 
according to tbe h is to rica l law elucidated by Comrade T ro tsky , 
the great mass rad ica liza tion  o f the w orkers w i l l  take place. The 
workers here, as everywhere, w i l l  have the firs t chance to take 
power. T ha t is  a ll we need. We w il l  have our chance, and we 
w i l l  no t m iss i t .
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F IG H T  W IT H  T H E  
S O C IA L IS T  W O R K E R S  P A R T Y

ON T H E  W A R  F R O N T :

For:
1. M il i ta ry  t ra in in g  o f  w o rke rs , financed 

b y  the  g ove rn m e n t, u n d e r c o n tro l o f  
th e  trade  un ions .

2 . T he  es tab lishm ent o f  specia l o ff ic e rs ’ 
tra in in g  cam ps, financed  by  the  gov
e rn m e n t and c o n tro lle d  by the  trade  
u n io n s , to  t ra in  w o rke rs  to  becom e 
o ffic e rs .

3 . C on fisca tion  o f  a ll w a r p ro fits — a ll 
com pany hooks to  be open f o r  trade  
u n io n  insp ec tio n .

4 . E x p ro p r ia t io n  o f  a ll w a r in d u s tr ie s  
and th e ir  o p e ra tio n  u n d e r w o rke rs ’ 
c o n tro l.

5 . T ra d e  u n io n  wages f o r  a ll w o rke rs  
d ra fte d  in to  the  a rm y .

6 . F u ll e q u a lity  f o r  Negroes in  the a rm ed 
fo rces— D o w n  w ith  J im  C row ism .

7. A n  end to  secret d ip lom acy .
8 . A  peop le ’ s re fe re n d u m  on  any and 

a ll wars.

A T  H O M E :
For:
1. A  jo b  and decent l iv in g  f o r  every 

w o rk e r.
2 . T h ir ty - th ir ty — $ 3 0  w eek ly  m in im u m  

wage— 3 0  h o u r  w eek ly  m a x im u m  fo r  
fo r  a ll w o rke rs  on a ll jobs .

3 . $ 3 0  w eek ly  o ld  age and d is a b il ity  
pension .

4 . F u ll socia l, p o lit ic a l and econom ic 
e q u a lity  f o r  the  N egro  peop le .

5 . W o rk e rs  Defense G uards against v ig i
lan te  and fasc is t a ttacks.

6. A  tw e n ty -b ill io n  d o lla r  Federa l p u b lic  
w orks and hous ing  p ro g ra m  to  p ro v id e  
jo b s  fo r  the  u ne m p loyed .

7. E x p ro p ria te  the S ix ty  F am ilies .
8 . An Ind e p e n d e n t L a b o r P a rty  based on 

the  T ra d e  U n ions .
9 . A  W o rk e r ’ s and F a rm e r’ s G ove rn 

m en t.

O ur Military Policy
In the space just above this editorial, the SO

C IA LIS T APPEAL has carried from week to week 
a set of demands that i f  taken up on a mass scale 
Would weld the American workers into a m ilitant, 
class-conscious political force and launch them on 
the road to establishing a socialist society.

Beginning with this issue we are including some 
new slogans to meet the problems confronting the 
workers as a result of the m ilitarization of the 
United States.

On October 16, some sixteen m illion Americans 
were registered for m ilita ry training. A ll o f the 
workers, farmers, unemployed, students, who con
stitute the overwhelming bulk of this sixteen m il
lion, are thus each one faced w ith the prospect 
of marching into the hideous muck and death of 
the second world imperialist slaughter.

The front has been divided. A t home all the old 
problems still face the oppressed masses, their 
acuteness sharpened and intensified bv the war. 
Hounded by unemployment, hunger, rising cost 
of living, Jim Crowism—all the manifold ills of 
capitalism in death agon}’—the worker is now be
ing strapped in addition into the strait-jacket of 
m ilita ry dictatorship. The registration card he 
must carry with him at all times amounts to an 
internal passport. IIis  daily activ ity comes under 
the direct supervision of reactionary boards ap
pointed in arbitrary fashion from above.

A m ilita ry  glove is throttling his c iv il liber
ties, trying to regiment him into docile cannon 
■fodder. In 1 his m ilita ry  glove is the hand of the 
cS'ixty Families who own and control the nation’s 
industries and resources for their private benefit. 
As never before the problem of expropriating these 
•parasites and ending their rule stands as the great 
task facing the American farmers anti workers. 
The slogans formulating this task retain all their 
valid ity.

But the conflict between capital and labor has 
now been projected onto the m ilita ry field. The 
m ilitarization of the United States, the drawing 
of millions upon millions of workers and farmers 
into the armed forces poses this conflict upon an

Remember These " Daily W orker"  Stories?entirely new plane. W ithout a program expressing 
his own interests in the army, the laboring man 
w ill find himself unable to make his way through 
the unceasing barrage o f patriotic propaganda 
which covers up the interests of his bitterest enemy, 
America’s Sixty Families.

To provide precisely this program, the Social
ist Workers Party, American section of the Fourth 
International, has formulated in short precise slo
gans the interests for which the laboring man must 
struggle in the m ilita ry field. This program, as can 
be seen at a glance, has nothing in common with 
the futile objections to m ilita ry  training whined by 
the pacifists. The Fourth International is the only 
force in the world intransigeantly opposed to capi
talist wars of profit and plunder. But we under
stand that without ending the rule of the Sixty 
Families it is impossible to avoid being plunged 
into the wars that are an inevitable part of their 
rule. M ilita ry  training in our eyes is a necessary 
step in ending that rule. But it  must be m ilita ry 
training under the control of the workers and farm
ers themselves. Just as in industry, the class con
scious worker fights for the organization of m ili
tant trade unions, so in the armed forces he strug
gles against the interests of the bosses and for 
those of the workers.

The slogans o f the Socialist Workers Party 
outline the aims for which the laboring man must 
struggle in the coming period both on the war 
front and at home.

LO N D O N ’S N O T SO B A D
“ The scene is the g r i l l  o f a famous London h o te l. . .  

U npleasant o ff-s tage  noises are provided by G ocring ’s 
bombers . . .  The tables are crowded w ith  d ip lom ats, 
governm ent o ffic ia ls , Colonel B lim ps, f lu f f y ,  f r i l l y  
g ir ls  and fussy m atrons, ea ting  r ich  dishes o f lobster 
and chicken and d rin k in g  w h isky, F rench wines and 
Danish lage r . . .  Some guests who already are w ear
in g  pajam as and dressing gowns m arch o f f  to  bed 
in a communal underground do rm ito ry . There a maid 
and an assistant m anager in  attendance assign them 
to  beds fro m  a l is t  like  a headw aite r’s seating chart. 
These do rm itories  are a ir-cond itioned . . .  One o f the 
denizens o f these gilded caverns rem arked the o ther 
n ig h t i t  wasn’t  the bombs he feared so much as ang ry  
East Enders once they discovered how the upper crust 
was l iv in g  and sleeping th rough  these n igh ts  o f  te r
ro r . ”  (Raym ond D anie ll, in  the New  Y o rk  Tim es 
Magazine, October 13).

Pacifist Clap-Trap
The fantastic nature of the ideas of the pacifists 

and conscientious objectors was never more clearly 
revealed than in the statement of Howard Schoen- 
feld, a member of Norman Thomas’s Young 
Peoples Socialist League, on tria l for refusing to 
register for the draft.

Schoenteld declared, ‘ I believe that where 
people refuse to obey a despot, but don’t take up 
arms against him, they cannot be crushed.”

13,000,000 German workers voted against H it
ler's coming to power. But they failed to take anus 
against him. The result was that, despite all their 
hatred of fascism, all their desire to oppose Hitler, 
they were crushed.

And God help the union which follows Schoen- 
feld’s advice! We wonder just how far organized 
workers would get without a m ilitant picket line 
to "persuade”  the scabs from entering a struck 
plant. Of course, Schoenfeld might say a picket line 
and armed force are two different things. But that 
is a difference of degree, not o f kind. We are sure 
Schoenfeld would learn this if he should ever try 
to cross a well-organized picket line.

We do not in the least support the actions of 
the boss epurts against conscientious objectors 
like Schoenfeld. At the same lime, however, we 
must say as plainly as possible: the "struggle”  of 
these conscientious objectors in no way helps the 
working class in its struggle against war anil op
pression. On the contrary. I he conscientious objec
tors’ ideas, i f  followed by the workers, would leave 
the workers helpless and unarmed against their 
enemies.

Our Election Policy
Apart from candidates of our own party, there 

are two kinds of candidates that we are prepared 
to support in the coming election. The first would 
be candidates o f workers’ parties, no matter how 
small, whose platforms are sim ilar enough to our 
own to justify  such support. J he second are those 
candidates who represent a substantial body of or
ganized workers and whose success in the elections 
would constitute a gain for the principle of inde
pendent working class political action; these we 
support despite our disagreement w ith the plat
form on which they are running.

Thus we support those candidates of the Ame
rican Labor Party in New York and the Farmer- 
Labor Party in Minnesota who are running solely 
as the candidates of their own parties and are not 
also the candidates o f bourgeois parties. We seek 
their election, while we sharply criticise the false, 
opportunist programs on which they arc running. 
Their election, it is clear, would be universally 
recognized as victories of the labor movement and 
would spur the movement for labor’s own inde
pendent parly.

It is equally clear that no progressive purpose 
would be served by supporting the candidates of 
the various petty-bourgeois pacifist sects—the Nor
man Thomas Socialist Party, the "Workers” Party, 
the Socialist-Labor Party, etc. Their platforms can 
only delude the workers in this time of war and 
militarism. Nor do they represent any force in the 
ranks of the working class. By neither criterion, 
therefore, do they merit the support of the working 
class.

Y O U  S A ID  IT !
“ I t  w ould be foo lha rdy  to a tte m p t to  p red ic t the 

exact course o f Soviet po licy , w h ich is a lways deter
mined by  the  in te rests  o f the Soviet people . . . ”  (New  
Masses, Sept. 12, 1939)

The new m ilita ry  pact signed by Japan, Ger- 30. 1939.) Foster w ent h im  one b e tte r: “ The
many and Ita ly ,  streng then ing and going beyond m a jo r achievement fo r  peace in  th is  pact is the
th e ir previous alliance, recalls to  m ind the a lib i weakening of the axis. Am ong o ther factors, the
which the S ta lin is ts  concocted to  ju s t i fy  the Japanese governm ent a lready underscores th is
H itle r-S ta lin  pact. “ I t  smashed the fasc is t A x is . fa c t by the panic in to  which i t  has been th ro w n ."
the com bination o f powers whose jo in t  action ( “ D a ily  W orker,”  A ug us t 29, 1939.) T h a t “ panic”
had upset the equ ilib rium  o f the  whole w orld ,”  was clim axed by the new M ikado-H itle r-M usso-
declarcd E a r l B row der ( “ D a ily  W orke r” , A ug ust l in i pact!

T h is  is the f i f th  o f a series o f a rtic les  on 
the present cris is  in  the Soviet Union. The 
“ June laws”  to  which i t  re fe rs  were described 
in  de ta il in  previous a rtic les. These laws 
abolished the 35-hour week (7-hour day, 5- 
day week, w ith  the 6th day o f f ) ,  decreed in 
its  stead the 48-hour week (8-hour day, 6- 
day week w ith  the 7th day o f f ) ,  made i t  a 
c rim in a l offense to q u it one’s job, punishable 
by fo rced-labor te rm s to  be served a t the 
same place o f em ploym ent a t 25% less pay, 
etc.

By JO H N  G. W R IG H T
The Moscow press is engaged in  a m a jo r 

cam paign to  “ enforce the June law s” . A l l  Soviet 
papers are under in s tru c tion  to  c a rry  a special 
section devoted solely to  the progress o f the 
d rive . In  Pravda th is  section is headed: “ We are 
Checking the A pp lica tion  o f the June Laws.”  

P ra v d a . and Izvestia , p re fe r, fo r  obvious 
reasons, to  devote m ost space to in d iv idu a l v io 
la tions. B u t in the Pravda alone we find fro m  
Ju ly  20 to  A u g u s t 4 a to ta l o f 5,093 v io la tions 
d ivided as fo llow s : (O n ly  reports  o f 30 o r more 
v io la tions are lis ted  by us)
A lm a A ta  ...................................... 102 V io la tions
Several Leningrad plants (u n 

named .............................................  272 ”
O rd jon ik idze plant, Leningrad . .  237 ”
E le k tro s ta l p lan t ............................  146 ”
A no ther Leningrad p la n t ............. 170 ”
G ork i d is tr ic t  (up to  Ju ly  2 0 ) . . .  .3,540 ”
S ingle p lant, Rostov-on-the-Don 30 ”
K iro v  M e ta llu rg ica l p lan t, S ta lino  303 ”
Serp i M o lo t (H am m er &  S ickle)

p lan t ................................................  220
S ingle p lant, Moscow ............   35 ”
S ingle p lant, V lad ivostok ...........  38 ”

T o ta l:  5,093
A t  the beginning o f A ugust, general mem

bership meetings o f the p a rty  organ izations were 
held a ll over the Soviet Un ion to place p a rtic u la r 
stress on the June laws. N o t a s ingle account 
thus fa r  published e ithe r in  Pravda o r Izvestia  
even h in ts  a t succcessful fu lf il lm e n t. Jus t the 
con tra ry .

F o r instance, Sedyuk, secre tary o f the K iev 
p a r ty  o rgan iza tion , reported th a t “ in  the en ter
prises o f (h is ) province the ukase is being fu l
filled  poo rly .”  A no ther re p o rte r fro m  K rasno
yarsk cited “ fac ts  o f v io la tion  o f labo r d iscip line 
in  the enterprises o f the (K rasn oya rsk) p ro v 
ince.”  Patolischev, secre tary (of the Y aros lav l 
Regional Com m ittee- s ta tad : “ In  our c ity  in 
du s try  functioned no be tte r in J u ly  than i t  did 
in June.”  (P ravda, A u g u s t 17).

YOUTH LEAD RESISTANCE
A. A . Kuznetsov, secretary o f the Len ingrad  

p a rty  organ iza tion  reported cau tiously , “ V io la 
tions and se lf-w illed  departures have by and 
la rge decreased. B u t the num ber is s t i l l  con
siderable. In  ce rta in  enterprises the num ber o f 
v io la tions has increased instead o f decreasing.”  
Secretary V lassov re p o rtin g  fo r  the Saratov 
p a rty  organ ization, a fte r  p a in tin g  the same dis
m al p ic tu re, added th a t 25 com m unists and 60 
Komsomols (members o f the Young Com m unist 
o rgan iza tion ) were among the v io la to rs . (P ravda, 
A ugust 18)

I f  in  June S ta lin  was forced to disclose th a t 
the you th  was in  the  fo re fro n t o f the wave o f 
resistance, in J u ly  he is compelled to reveal th a t 
members o f the Komsomol stand a t the head o f 
the youth. O ut o f 237 “ v io la to rs ”  in the im p o rt
an t O rd jon ik idze p la n t in  Len ingrad  52 were 
members o f the Kom som ol and ‘a ‘s im ila r s itu a 
tion  exists in  m any o ther enterprises”  (P ravda, 
Ju ly  27).

N esterov, the d irec to r o f the  typograph ica l 
p lan t Pechatny Dvor stressed the fa c t th a t 
“ among the v io la to rs  o f labo r d iscip line there  
are m any you th ”  and concluded th a t the “ g re a t 
share o f the blame fo r  th is  fa lls  on the do-noth ing 
o f Komsomol organ iza tion .”  (P ravda, A ug ust 18).

O nly lack o f space prevents us fro m  adducing 
scores o f s im ila r quotations. Here is how Pravda 
summed up the s itua tion  on A u g u s t 11:

“ The execution o f the June 16 ukase o f the

Praesid ium  o f the Supreme Council o f  the USSR 
is no t ta k in g  place w ith o u t resistance. W ho is 
res is ting  the c a rry in g  ou t o f measures which 
were unanim ously approved by the Soviet people 
and which streng then the economic and defensive 
power o f our coun try  ? F ir s t  and forem ost, the 
resistance n a tu ra lly  comes fro m  the laggards 
and floa te rs , i.e., those aga inst whom the barb 
o f the law  is aimed.”

RESISTANCE CAUGHT 
KREM LIN  UNAWARES

A p p a re n tly  the  K re m lin  had no t expected such 
resistance.

On J u ly  25 the Pravda had p illo r ie d  those 
d irectors o f in d u s try  who “ fa ile d  to exercise 
th e ir  sole a u th o r ity ”  in  en forc ing  the June laws, 
and who tr ie d  instead to  s h if t  the respons ib ility  
to  the trade unions and the p a r ty  organizations.

“ W orth less indeed is the in d u s tr ia l leader,”  
said the ed ito ria l, “ who tr ie s  to  evade respon
s ib ili ty  fo r  the conditions in  and the fun c tion ing  
o f his enterprise, and who seeks to  hide behind 
the p a rty  and trade union organ izations. I t  is a 
fa c t th a t some d irectors are t ry in g  to  tra n s fe r 
the enforcem ent (o f the ukase) upon the p a rty  
and trade union organ izations.”

A  week la te r, the Pravda had to  eat its  own 
words, and had to  announce e d ito r ia lly  in bold 
type th a t a special plenum o f C e n tra l Com m ittee 
had changed the “ lin e ’.’

“ T h is  ukase is no t be ing carried  ou t sa tis
fa c to r ily ,”  adm itted the Pravda. “ . . .  Today 
the main task o f a ll p a rty  organ izations w ith  
regard to in du s try  is to assure the d irection  and 
con tro l o f the enforcem ent o f the regulations 
a ffe c tin g  the change to  the 8-hour day and 7-day 
week and the p ro h ib itio n  o f se lf-w illed  departure 
o f workers and employees fro m  enterprises and 
departm ents”  (P ravda, A ug us t 1. Em phasis in 
the o rig in a l.)

W ha t about the trade  unions? A  rec tifica tion  
on th is  po in t was no t long delayed, e ither. On 
A ug ust 28, Izvestia  addressed those trade union 
functiona ries  who survived the J u ly  purge:

“ The trade  union organ izations m ust center 
th e ir  w o rk  among the masses around the ques
t io n  o f s treng then ing  labo r d iscip line and s tru g 
g lin g  aga inst the d isorgan iza tion  o f  production. 
I t  is impossible to  reconcile oneself to  the fa c t 
th a t many trade union organ izations stand on 
the side-lines, shying aw ay fro m  con tro l over 
the unsw erv ing  enforcem ent o f the ukase o f the 
Praesid ium  o f the Supreme Council o f the USSR 
in  the enterprises and in s titu tio n s .”

The next day, Izvestia  s ta ted:
“ The rea liza tion  o f the June 26th ukase is 

s t i l l  being carried  ou t u n sa tis fa c to rily  in m any 
enterprises. The circum stance th a t v io la tions and 
labo r tu rno ve r are s t i l l  dec lin ing  s lo w ly  w h ile  
labo r p ro d u c tiv ity  is no t re g is te rin g  any notice
able g ro w th  constitu te  evidence th a t in  these 
fac tories  the d irectors, the p a rty  and trade union 
organ izations have s t i l l  done fa r  fro m  eve ry th ing  
in  order to' fu l f i l l  honestly and precise ly the ukase 
o f the Praesid ium  o f the Supreme Council o f the 
USSR.”  (Izves tia , A ug . 29).

The courts and the prosecutors a rc  likew ise 
under fire. M any judges and prosecutors have 
been removed. B y  special ukase o f A u g u s t 10. 
a ll cases o f v io la tio n  o f the la bo r laws w ill 
henceforth  be heard by People’s Judges alone. 
No “ people’s ju r y ” .

In  a special ed ito ria l en titled : “ Laggards and 
F loa te rs  M ust Be R uth lessly Punished”  Izvestia  
w arned:

A “ LONG TERM ”  CAMPAIGN
“ P ro found ly  m istaken are those who th in k  

th a t the s trugg le  aga inst laggards and floa te rs  
is a sho-rt-term  ‘cam paign’ . The Ukase o f the 
Praesid ium  o f the Supreme Council m ust be and 
w ill be carried  in to  l i fe  constan tly  and unswerv
in g ly , precise ly and r ig o ro u s ly ”  (Izvestia , A u g 
ust 9).

In  the space o f a few  weeks, S ta lin  thus has 
had to m obilize and purge his en tire  “ pub lic ”  
apparatus, the fa c to ry  adm in is tra tion , the trade 
unions and the p a rty , n o f to  m ention the K om 
somols and the courts, in  an e f fo r t  to  stem the 
r is in g  tide o f mass resistance.

Soviet Youth in Forefront 
O f Increasing Mass Unrest

H illm an  P lays  
Judas In  Arms 
Contract F ig h t

By A R T  PREIS
On September 6, a fo rm a l s tatem ent o f the N a

tio n a l Defense A dv iso ry  Commission was issued de
c la ring , “ A l l  w o rk  carried  on as p a rt o f the defense 
p rogram  should com ply w ith  Federal s ta tu to ry  p ro 
visions a ffe c tin g  labor wherever such provisions are 
applicable. T h is  applies to the W a lsh -IIe a ly  Act, F a ir  
Labor S tandards A ct, N a tiona l Labor Relations Act, 
e t c . . . . ”

The Commission’s s ta tem ent was seconded on Sep
tem ber 9, by a fo rm a l endorsement fro m  President 
Roosevelt.

On September .11, the Bethlehem  Steel Corpora
tion , m ost notorious open-shop corpora tion  in  the 
coun try  and branded as a v io la to r o f the labo r laws 
by the N L R B , was granted the la rge s t s ing le  w a r 
order y e t released, fo r  $625.000,090.

P h illip  M u rra y , head o f the CIO Steel w orkers 
O rgan iz ing  Com m ittee, expressed “ u t te r  as ton ish
m ent”  a t th is  aw ard to Bethlehem  Steel ju s t  five days 
a fte r  the Defense Commission had presum ably called 
on a ll w a r con tractors to  obey the labo r laws.

The w orkers  in Bethlehem  Steel were puzzled by 
th is  con trad ic tion  between im p lied  po licy  and applied 
fac t.

W hereupon Sidney H illm a n , as head o f the Labor 
D iv is ion  o f the Defense Commission, sought to re 
assure the workers by  a press sta tem ent on Septeni- 
!ber 13, p ro ud ly  quo ting  the Com m ission’s o r ig in a l 
s tatem ent and adding, “ You w i l l  fu r th e r  observe th a t, 
in  th is  s ta tem ent o f conditions u n d e rly in g  the aw ard
in g  o f contracts, the Commission has not lim ited  its e lf  
m ere ly to the requirem ents th a t con tractors observe 
ex is ting  laws. I t  has gone subs tan tia lly  beyond th a t.”

B u t w a r contracts continued to go to  Bethlehem 
Steel— to the sum o f over $1,000,000,000. The B eth
lehem w orkers  became uneasy, and the C IO — or
ganized Sparrows P o in t sh ipyard o f Bethlehem  Steel 
w en t ou t on s trike . The CIO w ro te  H illm a n  fo r  a l i t t le  
fu r th e r  c la rifica tio n .

On October 3, H illm a n  hastened to send a le tte r  
c it in g  an “ in fo rm a l”  op in ion o f A tto rn e y  General 
Jackson to  a ga th e rin g  in  P itts b u rg  o f several hun
dred SWOC representatives who were considering 
the cris is  in Bethlehem . T h is op in ion declared; “ I t  
seems too clear to  ad m it o f controversy . . .  th a t the 
find ings o f the  N a tion a l Labor Relations Board th a t 
an em ployer is in  v io la tio n  o f the  N a tion a l Labor 
Relations A c t  are b ind ing  and conclusive upon the 
'other agencies in  the executive branch o f the govern
m ent unless and u n t il these find ings are reversed by 
a cou rt o f com petent ju r is d ic tio n ” .

T h is  dbviously means, and was so in te rp re te d  by 
every c a p ita lis t newspaper, th a t no governm ent 
agency m ay ignore a ru lin g  o f the N L R B  and award 
contracts to  outlawed corpora tions. Am ong several 
score corpora tions pub lic ly  lis ted as h i t  by th is  ru lin g  
were S tandard O il, the du Ponts, General M otors, 
F ord  M o to r and Bethlehem  Steel.

The Bethlehem  conference o f the SWOC looked 
on the H illm a n  assurance and the Jackson ru l in g  as 
good coin. No action was taken to  spread the  Spar
row s P o in t s trike . Instead, they hastened to  d iscour
age d irec t action. The Sparrows P o in t sh ipyard  s tr ik e  
was called o f f  on the u rg in g  o f P h ilip  Van Gelder, 
na tiona l secre ta ry  o f the CIO In d u s tr ia l U n ion o f 
M arine  and S h ipbu ild ing  W orkers  o f Am erica, who 
declared th a t Jackson’s op in ion “ could he used as a 
weapon fo r  en forc ing  co llective ba rga in ing  in  the 
Sparrow s P o in t and o ther Bethlehem p lan ts w ith o u t 
the necessity o f s tr ik e  action.”

AND AFTER STIFLING THE STRIKE
The c a p ita lis t press showed no g ra titu d e  to H i l l 

man fo r  sp ik ing  the Bethlehem s trike . I t  did no t lik e  
the method he employed, and demanded an unam 
biguous re jec tion  o f the  p rinc ip le  im p lied  in the 
Jackson ru lin g . The New Y o rk  T im es cyn ica lly  likened 
a v io la tion  o f the N a tion a l Labor Relations A c t to  
the v io la tio n  o f a m un ic ipa l ordinance fo rb id d in g  
sm oking in the subway. W’ ha t! H o ld  up “ na tiona l de
fense”  fo r  such tr iv ia lit ie s ?

The p a y -o ff came— the day o f the re tu rn  to  w ork  
o f the Sparrow s P o in t s tr ik e rs  on Oct. 8.

T h a t a fternoon a procession filed before the Sm ith  
Com m ittee, Congressional body “ in ve s tig a tin g ”  the 
N LR B . F ir s t  came U nder-secre tary o f W ar, P a tte r
son. Said he, “ I t  is no t m y understand ing th a t a labor 
d ispute is any ba r to  a con tract. I t  is m ere ly  one 
th in g  to be considered.”  N ext, S ecre tary o f the N avy  
K nox declared, “ H is (P a tte rson 's) words accura te ly  
re f le c t the navy ’s a tt itu d e .”  H illm a n  sat q u ie tly  l is 
ten ing  to  K nox and P atterson (brazenly repud iate 
th e ir  own previous statem ents in le tte rs  to  him .

Jackson then testified. There had been “ a g rea t 
storm  o f m isunderstand ing”  about his previous op in
ion. “ The e ffe c t,”  said he, “ was no t intended to d irec t 
o r im p ly  th a t the Defense Commission should w ith 
hold contracts fro m  persons o r corpora tions declared 
by the N L R B  to be in v io la tio n  o f the W agner A c t.”

JUDAS-HILLMAN APES HIS MASTERS
F in a lly , H illm a n  was called to  the stand. He cold- 

b loodly p u t the  period to the end o f Jackson’s sentence. 
As the New Y o rk  Post described it ,  “ O f a ll the appar
ent back-track ing , H illm a n ’s was the m ost s ta r t lin g , 
causing gasps am ong the com m ittee members and 
spectators.”

“ I ’ve go t to agree”  w ith  the gentlem en who had 
preceded him  on the stand, said H illm a n . “ The a rm y 
and navy have the power (to  determ ine the condi
tions fo r  the le tt in g  o f con tracts). In  every case the 
f irs t  consideration is  w hether i t  w il l help o r harm  
na tiona l defense.”

A f t e r  the . hearing , H illm a n  fu r th e r  c la rified  his 
stand. “ I f  the cause o f  na tiona l defense is to  he served 
i t  is e n tire ly  obvious th a t the re  m ay bo tim es when 
a person should not in s is t upon the fina l technical 
le tte r  o f the law .”

The ne x t day the Federal C irc u it C ourt o f A p 
peals upheld an N L R B  ru lin g  aga inst an appeal o f 
the Bethlehem  Steel corpora tion . The cou rt declared 
Bethlehem Steel was g u ilty  o f “ a p la in  v io la tio n ”  
o f the N a tion a l Labor Relations A c t.

Tw o days la te r. Bethlehem  Steel was awarded 
another fa t  w a r con tract, fo r  $54,000,000, T h is  was 
an example o f H illm a n ’s non-insistence upon the 
“ fin a l technica l le tte r  o f the law .”


