
The W ay of Lenin and Trotsky Is Still the O n ly  W ay O u t!
23 Years of the 
Russian Revolution

Twenty-three years ago this week, on November 7, 1917, 
the workers of Russia established their own power under the 
leadership of Lenin and Trotsky.

It was the first great break-through in a war-weary and 
blood-sodden world. The triumph of the workers in Russia 
opened the road to the fight of workers everywhere for peace, 
bread, and frcc'dom.

In the days of October 1917, Lenin and Trotsky warned a 
thousand times that the Russian Revolution would stand or fa ll 
upon the success of accompanying workers’ revolutions in the 
the more advanced countries of Lurope. In Germany, Austria, 
Hungary, and through the colonial empires of the great powers 
there was an answering surge of revolutionary struggle.

Trotsky welded the workers’ power in Russia into the Red 
Army that crushed or expelled one after another the interven­
tionist forces of Britain, France, the United States, and Japan, 
and defeated and dispersed the White Russian puppets of the 
interventionist powers— Kolchak, Deniken, Wrangel, Semenoff.

HOW STALINISM GREW
But elsewhere in Europe the power that fell to the workers 

was snatched from them in one country after another. Social 
Democratic agents of the capitalist rulers assumed the mantle 
of government only to preserve intact the capitalist order. 
Thanks to them, the capitalist order survived the war every­
where but in Russia. The victorious imperialists gained thereby 
the strength to put down by force or by guile the national and 
colonial revolutions in subject lands from Egypt to Korea. The 
Soviet power survived only in backward, war-exhausted Russia.

In this festering isolation, Stalinism germinated and grew. 
The broad workers’ democracy under Lenin and Trotsky was re­
placed by the narrow petty bourgeois bureaucracy under Stalin. 
The firm, unequivocal revolutionary internationalism of Lenin 
and Trotsky gave way to the conservative nationalism of the 
Stalinist clique. Stalin set out to build "socialism in one coun­
try ” — a regime in the image of the bureaucracy, a regime 
doomed, as Lenin foresaw, to be strangled between hostile im­
perialist camps unless the workers of the world successfully in­
tervened by extending the revolution.

The steady degeneration of the Soviet Slate that followed 
under the rule of Stalin, produced grotesque deformities at home 
and weighed like a leaden yoke on the revolutionary move­
ments abroad.

As the capitalist' world went from crisis to crisis in the post­
war decades, there came again opportunity after opportunity to 
check the capitalist plunge toward new and still more ruinous 
wars and to put the world back on the rails toward the new so­
cialist order so b rillian tly  heralded by the Russian Revolution of 
November 7, 1917.

But in every case the narrow nationalism of the Stalinist 
clique sapped the revolutionary vigor of revolting masses and 
produced fresh defeat« in country after country—in China,, in 
Austria, in Germany, in Spain, in France and in Belgium.

THE PRICE WE PAY
'f ile  new world war of 1939-40 is the price the human race 

is paying for those defeats. The Soviet Union itself— in the name 
of whose security Stalin strangled revolutions in all those coun­
tries—stands today in the utmost peril of its very existence. 
Workers everywhere have been herded into the new slaughter 
which is the only way capitalism has left i f  its domination over 
society is to be maintained.

l ias anybody in these fateful years shown the peoples of 
the world any other road than the road of Lenin and Trotsky?

Is there a way out in the program of bourgeois democracy? 
Nobody seriously believes that anymore, least of all the bour­
geois democrats. In Europe they gave way supinely to Fascism. 
Now they are lashing us into this war on the strength of prom­
ises— the same false, empty, hollow, promises— that after it is 
all over they are going to erect some new kind of system. But 
we heard all that in 1914-18. The “ democrats”  were victorious 
then. They produced for us the shining, new world . . .  of 1940.

Is there a way out in the program of the Social Democrats? 
Scarcely! They are tnc ones who helped tire bosses fight the last 
miserable war and they are the sanre ones rVho arc helping to 
fight this one and are mouthing all the old lies over again on 
behalf of capitalist rule.

Is there a way out in the program of I litler? We know what 
Fascism means to the human race. We have seen it at work in 
Germany, m Italy, and in the countries conquered by Fascist 
armed might. We know that Fascism is the logical development 
of capitalist rule. We know it is the road back to barbarism.

Is there a way out in the program of Stalin? But it is the 
program of Stalin that strangled the revolution throughout the 
world, deformed and all but destroyed the revolution in Russia. 
It is the program of Stalin that produced the decay of the great 
revolutionary Communist movements that arose after the last 
war. It is tlic program of Stalin that has effaced all but the single 
remaining conquest ol October— the collectivized means ol pro­
duction.

OCRS IS THE ONLY PROGRAM
No, the only program that still stands is the program of 

Lenin and Trotsky, the program of the October revolution ol the 
workers of Russia.

It is a simple program, it says that capitalism has outlived 
its usefulness as a way of organizing society.. It says that capi­
talist powers can no longer produce for the needs of the world s 
people, can only build machines for war and can only wage war 
fo r division and control of markets, of wealth, and of labor. It 
says that the way out is the light for a new socialist international 
order of society. It tells the workers to take power from their 
capitalist rulers. It calls for destruction of artificial national bar­
riers on a socialist basis, their replacement by a rational world­
wide production and exchange of goods. “ To each according to 
his need, from each according to his ab ility .”  And it says that 
this can be achieved only i f  workers wrest the power from those 
that hold it today.

This is the banner of Lenin and Trotsky and of the Russian 
Revolution. This is the banner of revolutionary workers the 
world over. This is the banner of the Fourth International. Under 
this banner the program of November 7, 1917. w ill tomorrow 
become the program of all peoples on the face of the earth.

LEWIS DOES IT AGAIN; THIS 
TIME FOR THE REPUBLICANS
War Scene Shifts 
To Mediterranean

The shift of the main theater of war to the Mediterranean sig­
nifies the beginning of a new phase of the titanic world struggle 
between British and German imperialism.

Hitler has apparently abandoned for the present any attempt to 
crush Britain by direct assault, invasion of the British Isles. He is 
moving instead to isolate the British completely from the European 
continent and from the Near and Middle Eastern units of its empire.

To do this he has to make the —--------------------------------------------------
Mediterranean an Axis lake.
This is the ultimate objective of 
the drive begun by Italian forces 
against Greece early last Monday 
morning.

Presumably the Italian thrust 
at Greece is one point of a many­
pronged attack. The Italian drive 
from Libya into Egypt and 
toward Suez is certain to be re­
sumed. A t the same time Hitler 
is dangling huge pieces of Africa 
before the nose of Franco to faci­
litate passage of German forces 
through Spain for an attack on 
'Gibraltar at the western end of 
the Mediterranean. The Hitler- 
Petain and Hitler-Laval meetings 
of last week, assuredly had aa 
one of their objects the acquisi­
tion of Syria and other Mediter­
ranean holdings of the French as 
bases for the seawide operations 
against the British.

LOGIC OF A 
‘STATESMAN’ 

OF LABOR

A  Leng thy S trugg le
F rom  the standpo in t o f the w ar 

in general, the M editerranean o f­
fensive o f the A x is  opens w ha t 
is ce rta in  to be a leng thy  and 
costly  s tragg le . Probable A x is  
v ic tories  on land w i l l  no t decide 
the issue u n t il B r it is h  seapower 
has been destroyed o r rendered 
useless. T h a t w i l l  no t be speedily 
o r easily accomplished.

In  more im m ediate pa rticu la r, 
however, th is  new phase o f the 
w a r brings T u rkey  and beyond i t  
the Soviet U n ion once m ore to 
the c rum b ling  edge o f the p rec i­
pice. The Dardanelles lie r ig h t  in 
che path o f the new A x is  ad­
vance. The T u rks  face no t on ly 
the Ita lia n s  crossing Greece but 
even nearer home have to calcu­
late on the like lihood o f German 
a ttack  fro m  the Rum anian B lack 
Sea coast and fro m  B u lga ria .

W ha t W ill S ta lin  Do?
F o r “ cooperation”  in the p re­

sent A x is  s tra tegy , H it le r  has 
offe red a ' ‘peace”  tre a ty  to 
France and a sm all share o f the 
spoils to  Spain. W hat, i f  any­
th ing , has he done to assure the 
continued im m o b ility  o f the Sov­
ie t Un ion? Or, more exactly, has 
H it le r  reached the po in t where 
he m ay take Joseph S ta lin ’s ser­
vices for1 granted?

As Nazi armed power ap­
proaches s t i l l  another Soviet 
F ron tie r, S ta lin  m ay fee l fe a r­
fu l ly  compelled to move again 

(Continued on Page 2)

FIRST PREM ISE:
“With this gold the Republican 

party attracts its spokesmen, it 
influences its newspapers. It  
loosens its flood of propaganda; 
it defiles the stream of public 
thought, and it seeks, by fair 
means or foul, to debauch and 
render helpless a» electorate,”

— Radio Address by John L. 
Lewis, Oct. 17, 1936.
SECOND PREMISE:

“In 1932 this party (Demo­
cratic) was ushered into power. 
This was not because of the vir­
tues of the party, nor the talents 
nor policy of its leadership. It  
was an act of a despairing popu­
lation; a population stricken by 
an economic depression of ,the 
first magnitude; a population 
sickened by the moral and intel­
lectual bankruptcy of the Repub­
lican party.”

—John L. Lewis, in N. Y. 
Times interview, Jan. 25, 1940. 
TH IR D  PREMISE:

“As to the Republican party, 
Mr. Lewis said, it  was not claim­
ing to woo labor and was indeed 
frankly hostile to labor.”

— Report of John L. Lewis 
speech, N. Y. Times, Jan. 28, 
1940.
FOURTH PREMISE:

" I am serving notice upon the 
political parties in this country 
— and I  don’t expect anything 
from the Republicans— that Ame­
rica cannot be permitted to drift, 
drift, while politicians merely 
hope, hope.”

— Speech by John L. Lewis, 
April 2, 1940.
F IF T H  PREMISE  

“Labor has no cause to feel 
any confidence in the Republican 
party in recent years.”

—John L. Lewis, Republican 
Convention, June 24, 1940. 
CONCLUSION:

“Why, OF COURSE. I  recom­
mend the election of Wendell L. 
Willkie as the next President of 
the United States.”

I
— John L. Lewis, Radio Ad­

dress, Oct. 25, 1940.

As You Go to the Polls
As you go to the polls this Tuesday, fellow- 

workers, what real choice do you have in casting 
your ballots?

In a few places you can vote for candidates who 
represent the independent political action of the 
labor movement. In New York you can vote for 
a number of local and Congressional candidates 
of the American Labor Party who are running 
on that ticket and on no capitalist ticket— for 
that reason they deserve your support. In  Minne­
sota you can similarly vote for some candidates 
of the Farmer-Labor Party. In New Jersey you 
can vote for George Breitman, Socialist Workers 
Party candidate for United States Senator. In 
Minnesota you can vote for our party’s candidate, 
Grace Carlson, for United States Senator. And 
there are a few scattered candidates here and 
there who are also running as representatives of 
labor groups and do not appear on any capitalist 
ticket.

But this list of candidates that you as a work­
er can conscientiously vote for is pathetically 
small. I t  doesn’t  include the presidential ticket, 
nor the gubernatorial tickets, nor— in a word— 
<j**es i t  cover « o re  than -a tiny fraction Of the 
offices for which votes are to be cast.

Isn’t  it  a pretty shameful picture that, at this 
hour of the clock, you can’t  go into a ballot booth 
and cast a straight ticket for Labor’s own, inde­
pendent party and a labor program? You 
wouldn’t dream of voting for the bosses’ man in 
an NLRB election in your plant, or in a union 
election. You’re not a company union man, you’re 
a loyal union man. Yet you’re being told on all 
sides to be a company union man in national 
politics, you’re told to vote for one bosses’ man 
or another— Roosevelt & Co. or Willkie, Inc.

And loudest among those who’re selling you 
company union politics are the “labor states­
men.” Hillman and his crew are yelling for

■ A n  E d ito r ia l ■

Roosevelt, Lewis and his boys are yelling for 
Willkie. The Stalinists, Lewis’ henchmen, are 
trying to make it  appear that his supporting 
Willkie is somehow more praiseworthy than H ill­
man’s supporting Roosevelt. We say that there 
is little to choose between these two crimes. 
Both Hillman and Lewis are selling you company 
union politics.

And at this hour of the clock! A t this moment 
in the greatest crisis that has ever faced the 
human race! When, after eight years of the New 
Deal, it  has become clear to the naked eve that 
no capitalist politician, party or government can 
lead us out of this epoch of war and militarism.

This is the epoch of the death-agony of capi­
talism. But like a dying monster convulsively 
threshing about, capitalism can deal us terrible 
blows in its death-agony. I t  can even, if  we let 
it, destroy modern civilization in the course of the 
Second World War, and plunge the remnants of 
the human race back into barbarism. The class 
that embodies capitalism can lead us to total 
destruction— and to nothing else.

To vote for representatives of this class— 
WilUrie, Roosevelt or Zilch, i t  doesn’t matter 
what his name is— is to vote in favor of death 
and destruction. That is what Hillman and Lewis 
and Green and Tobin are telling us to do.

Let us resolve, before it  is too late, to change 
our course, and change it fundamentally. Let this 
be the last election in which Labor isn’t repre­
sented by its own party. Let us turn our backs 
on company union politics. Let us, from this 
moment on, dedicate ourselves to building Labor's 
own, independent party. And let us build it, not 
as just another party, but as the party of the 
CLASS that represents the only salvation for 
humanity. For only the rule of the working class 
can put an end to this epoch of war and mili­
tarism.

Deals Blow 
To Labor’s 
Freedom

“ Neither To Laugh 
Nor To Weep”

W ith in  the hour in  wh ich Sec­
re ta ry  o f W ar S tim son drew  the 
f irs t  fa te fu l num ber o f those who 
w il l  be called fo r  the d ra ft ,  the 
news spread th rough  a ll the back 
tenem ent ha lls, down in to  the 
dime “ flops”  o f the. Bow ery, back 
and fo r th  between the da rk  w in ­
dows in na rrow  a ir-sha fts . “ 158!”

The m other o f D avid Nathan 
Goren, 23, o f the E as t Side was 
on the w ay to a ta ilo r  to g e t her 
D av id ’s s u it pressed. The news 
came to  her on the street. The 
su it fe l l  to the sidewalk. She 
w ept hys te rica lly . “ I ’m ju s t  a 
poor w idow , and they have tc  
take l i t t le  David. T h a t’s w hat 
Roosevelt is do ing to the coun­
t r y . ”

In to  the streets ra n  George

Gonzales, o f B rooklyn , when he 
heard th a t he held the “ lu c k y ”  
number. “ Whoopee! I ’m in  the 
a rm y  no w !” , he shouted g lee fu lly , 
George is 25, s ingle, and has been 
jobless fo r  over a year. R egular 
meals and a place to  sleep look 
good to him .

“ I t ’s tough g e ttin g  a job  these 
days,”  b it te r ly  exclaimed John 
G uerin, o f A m sterdam  Avenue, 
when he heard his num ber was 
f irs t  called. "T he  em ployers are 
ho ld ing o ff, you know, on men o f 
d ra ft  age. They sure ly  won’t  give 
me a job  now .”

M rs. W illia m  Karachine, o f the 
E ast Side, was w idowed fou r 
weeks ago. H e r on ly son, Joseph 
22, holds the d ra ft  number, 158 
“ I  ju s t lo s t m y man,”  she wept,

“ I  don’t  w a n t to lose m y  boy” .
B u t the teal's are in vain. Vain 

too, the laugh te r m os tly  h y s te ri­
cal, invoked by the m onstrous 
je s t th a t here a t las t is a “ jo b ” .

Before the w a r is ended, there 
w il l  be heaped up m ountains ol 
personal agony fo r  hundreds ol 
m illions. F o r them, the wretched 
and d is inherited  o f the earth , 
there is no hope o f ind iv idua l 
justice .

B u t there is another jus tice  on 
the way. not a personal b u t a 
class justice.

Leon T ro ts k y  saw his sons and 
daughter die, the v ic tim s  o f a 
bloody reaction. He wandered the 
face o f the ea rth , and lived in 
dungeons and prison camps. lie  
sought no personal jus tice , bul 
fou gh t on ly fo r  his class. To a ll 
the anguished people o f the w orld  
caugh t in the w h irlpoo ls  o f h is­
to r ica l destiny, he gave this 
sim ple message o f w isdom :

“ N e ithe r to laugh, nor to  weep 
B u t to understand.”

And then to  act.

Negroes Good Enough to Draft But Not to Vote, says Governor
N A S H V IL L E , Tenu., Oct. 25— 1 

Negroes have done no th ing  to aid 
o r build up the U n ited  States, | 
according to  Governor Prentice 
Cooper, and they are lucky to be 
able to  live  in th is  country.

Such was the rep ly  given to a 
com m ittee o f colored citizens 
th a t called upon the governor to 
ask him  to appo int some Negroes 
to the d ra ft boards. He added. 
"T h is  is a w h ite  m an’s country .”  

The m a jo r ity  o f the w o rk ing  
popu lation o f Tennessee are 
Negroes.

Governor Cooper’s rem arks, re­
ported to the N ationa l Association 
lo r  the Advancement of Colored 
People, included the fo llow ing : 

“ T h is  is a w h ite  man’s country. 
Am erica  was settled by Eng lish,

Scotch and Ir is h  settlers who 
came here and shed th e ir  blood 
lo r it. AN"Lite men cut down the 
trees, plowed the fields and do- 
\ eloped Am erica. The Negro had 
no th ing  to do w ith  the se ttlin g  of 
Am erica. Of course Negroes w o rk ­
ed some, but they came to the 
scene la te r, a fte r New England 
was settled. You fellows ought 
to feel proud that you are in  a 
great country like  Am erica. I t  is 
the best place fo r you and your 
people. Now, one im portant th ing  
you preachers ought to te ll your 
boys is to go to the stations and 
reg ister fo r m il ita ry  service, be­
cause i f  they don't they w il l  be 
arrested and fined $10,000 or put 
in  prison u n til they w ork  i t  out. 
I  have a job to do as Governor of

Tennessee and tha t is to see tha t 
a ll men of d ra ft age register, 
w h ite  and colored, and I don't in ­
tend to have any troub le or con­
fusion doing i t . ’1

G overnor’s Ignorance
The Governor reveals not mere­

ly the b lood-th irsty b igo try  of his 
class, but bis profound ignorance 
el' h is to rica l facts as well.

The Negroes played a leading 
part in  the bu ild ing  tip of the 
early colon ia l em pire in  America. 
A frican  slaves were among the 
crew on C hris topher Columbus’s 
f irs t voyage to the New W orld. 
From  1520 on, Spanish. Portugese, 
Ita lia n , Dutch and E ng lish ves­
sels poured Negro slaves in to  the 
W est Indies.

The firs t Negro slaves arrived 
on the m ainland of A m erica at 
Jamestown, V irg in ia , in  1620, less 
than a year a fte r the f irs t settlers 
a rrived  in  New England. From  
that tim e on, the Negro people 
have played a great role, and par­
t ic u la r ly  in Governor Cooper's 
South, in  doing the most, toilsoinp 
work in developing the country. 
The im portance o f t he Negro slave 
to the economy of tho South was 
one of the prim e factors in the 
background of the C iv il W ar. In  
th is  war. as w e ll as the W orld 
W ar, the Negro workers, as the 
offic ia l records show, played a 
tru ly  brave role.

As a “ hewer of wood and d raw ­
er of w ater.” — som ething which 
Governor Cooper’s lily -w  b i t e

bands would not deign to do,— 
the Negro has poured his sweat 
and blood in to  the deepest founda­
tions of th is  country.

The N.A.A.C.P. reports tha t last 
June in  B row nsville , Tenn.. Negro 
citizens tried  to reg ister to vote 
in the November r> elections and 
one was lynched fo r bis efforts. 
Others were driven out of town 
by mobs. Governor Cooper «lid 
no th ing to t ry  to catch the lynch­
ers.

“ Governor Cooper th in ks  i t  a ll 
r ig h t fo r  Negroes to  reg is te r to 
die fo r  Am erica, bu t a ll w rong 
fo r  them io  reg is te r to vote and 
help choose the people who w ill 
ru le  over them ’’, the N .A .A .C .P . 
s ta tem ent declares.

John L. Lewis has done it 
again. The tawdry lies and ar­
tificial enthusiasm that he 
worked up for Coolidge in 1924, 
Hoover in 1928, Roosevelt in 
1932 and 1936, he has now 
served up on behalf of Wendell 
W iilkie.

Up to the last moment, many 
m ilitants in the labor move­
ment hoped that Lewis would 
not do it. They hoped that 
Lewis would support neither of 
the candidates of the two old 
capitalist parties. They hoped 
that Lewis would utilize this 
dramatic occasion to call upon 
the workers to begin right now 
to build Labor's own, indepen­
dent party.

"Halfway through Lewis’ 
speech”, reports the organizer 
of an SWOC lodge, “the whisp­
er went around the hall: ‘Lewis 
is turning thumbs down on both 
of them.’ And there was a rip­
ple of strong approval, even 
from those who have been 
wearing Roosevelt b u t t o n s  
handed out by the SWOC lead­
ership. That’s what they want­
ed to hear— that the head of 
the CIO wasn’t taking either 
one of them.”
B ut i f  these men were b it te r ly  

disappointed, i t  was on ly because 
i hey bad harbored illus ions  about 
l ewis. They bad come to th in k  
th a t Lew is was d iffe re n t fro m  
.-Oilman o r M urra y  or R. J. Thom- 
..s. because Lewis bad not jo ined 
the o llie rs  in s ing ing  Roosevelt’s 
praises. But what did the differ? 
Mice between Lewis and the 
others rea lly  am ount to? A ques­
tion  of price. The others sold 
cheap. Lewis held out fo r a big- 
io r  price. And when Roosevelt 
wouldn't pay more fo r Lew is than 
lie had paid fo r H illm an . Lewis 
decided to sell his wares to W il­
kie.

Lewis shares w ith  H illm a n  and 
Hie rest, of these “ labor statesmen”  
the same outlook; they a ll ac­
knowledge the cap ita lis ts  as th e ir  
masters, not one o f them appears 
in the po litica l arena as a w ork­
ing class tigh ter against a ll the 
bosses. L ike  H illm a n , Lewis dis­
likes s trikes and m ilita n t trade 
union methods, and prefers "good 
re la tions”  w ith  the bosses. L ike  
H illm a n , Lewis wants above a ll 
‘good re la tions”  w ith  the cap ita l­
ist, government. E ssen tia lly  they 
h ink  of gains fo r labor as crumbs 

from  the master's table.
Thai mentality of Lewis was 

especially revealed during his 
speech when, after declaring 
fo r  W iilk ie , he added: “. . . i t  
is a reasonable hope that these 
gentlemen (W illkie’s support­
ers, Girdler. Weir and Grace) 
acting in their corporate capac­
ity, will soon execute collective 
bargaining contracts with the 
CIO.” Thanks to my support 
of Wiilkie— that was Lewis* 
plain meaning!
W hat of the many m arty rs  who 

died on the picket lines? Presum­
ably they died in va in— i f  w hat is 
rea lly  necessary is to support 
Roosevelt or W iilk ie , as H illm a n  
and Lewis te ll us.

I One beneficial resu lt of Lew is '
> speech fo r W iilk ie  can be record-! 
' ed— many a un ion m il ita n t w i l l  
I now understand tha t Lew is is no 
I be tte r than H illm a n .

( O ther a r t ic les  on L o r i s '  speech 
appear on payes 2 and  3)
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Write to us—tell us uihat’s going on in your part of the 
labor movement—what are the workers thinking aboutf—tell 
us what the bosses are up to—and the G-men and the local co'ps—  

and the Stalinists—send us that story the capitalist press didn’t 
print and that story they buried or distorted—our pages are open 
to you. Letters must carry name and address, but indicate i f  you 
do not want your name printed.

Worker Finds Soldiers 
Have L ittle  Faith 

l n Holy W ar

E d ito r ;
Last Sunday w h ile  a ttend ing a 

non-po litica l p icn ic in  the County 
Park, 1 got in w ith  some soldiers 
from  a reg im ent of the regular 
arm y camped in  the park.
' A fte r having a round of beer 
together, we got in to  a conversa­
tio n , and the boys were pre tty  
open about th e ir  op in ions ot arm y 
life . 1 gathered tha t most of them 
had jo ined the arm y only because 
they couldn’t  find jobs elsewhere. 
They a ll expressed the idea that 
they would ra the r have any kind 
of “ half-decent" job than be in 
the army.

They seemed certa in  tha t war 
w i l l  come and th a t they w ill be 
among the firs t under lire. 1 ask 
ed whom they expected to fight 
and w hat they thought they would 
be fig h tin g  fo r. They answered 
resignedly th a t they d idn ’t  know 
— th a t they could on ly do ju s t as 
they were ordered. One th ing  
they seemed to be sure of— they 
would not be figh ting  to save de­
mocracy.

When I asked then whether 
they believed th a t the com ing war 
would create jobs fo r them to 
come back to or help the w o rk ­
ing  class in  general, they were in  
agreement th a t there was l i t t le  
hope of jobs when—and i f — they 
returned.

A t th is  po in t one of the soldiers 
broke in w ith  a reference to “ fifth  
colum nists.”  A nother im m edia­
te ly  to ld h im  to “ shut, up,”  that 
he bad been s ix  years in  the ar- 
m y and knew w hat he was ta lk ­
ing  about. The la tte r then went 
on to te ll of his b itte r  experiences 
w h ile  he was unemployed. A f te r  
the discussion, he had a priva te  
conversation w ith  me on the 
w.hole Question of w hat the w ar 
was about and w hat it  w ou ld  leai} 
to, and insisted th a t I  contact h im  
again.

I t  seemed unusual to me to find 
soldiers so open to th is  type of 
discussion. I t  made me th in k  
th a t possibly the arm y ranks w ill 
not be the qu iet sheep in the com­
in g  w ar tha t they appeared to be 
in  the last.

It. L.

Political Prisoners 
Must Not Separate 
From Others In Jail

E d ito r:
Last week’s Appeal has an ac­

count. of hunger s trikes in  the 
prisons o f Ind ia  over a .demand 
l'or better treatm ent fo r polit ica l  
prisoners. I don 't -know much 
about the s itua tion  there, but I 
im m edia te ly wondered what would 
be the correct po licy here w ith  
respect to the conduct o f po litica l 
prisoners, especially since we can 
exited an increasing number of 
po litica l prisoners w ith  the devel 
opment of the w ar s itua tion .

In  my opin ion, the p o litica l “ of 
fender" in  prison should not d is­
tingu ish  h im se lf from  the “ com­
mon c r im in a l”  in  any social sense. 
There are class lines in  prison 
also, and “ better trea tm ent”  often 
means association w ith  g ra ftin g  
po litic ians, ja iled  cops, forgers, 
stool-pigeons— the “ ra ts " ga llery 
—and ostracism  by the “ popula­
tio n .”

The po litica l p risoner should be 
especially carefu l not to demand 
the soft jobs lik e  w o rk ing  in  the 
warden's office, o r w a itin g  on ta ­
ble in  the guards’ mess. A de­
mand fo r reading and w r it in g  
m ate ria l comes under a d iffe ren t 
heading, but here again, the de­
mand should be raised not as a 
special one fo r po litica l prisoners, 
but as the r ig h t of any prisoner.

Perhaps the demand fo r better 
treatm ent fo r the p o lit ic a l prison­
ers in  Ind ia  is a resu lt of th e ir 
rece iving worse trea tm ent than 
the others. T ha t is most lik e ly . 
I t  w il l be the case in  Am erica. 
The prison guards were pa rticu ­
la r ly  bru ta l to "conscientious ob­
je c to rs ”  and rad ica ls  im prisoned 
du ring  the last war. In  every in ­
stance, however, the p o lit ic a l p r is ­
oner 'sliould a ttem pt to solidarizc 
h im se lf w ith  the other prisoners, 
and be carfu l to raise no ba rrie r 
between h im se lf and them.

V.
B uffa lo . N . Y.

War Scene Shifts 
To Mediterranean

(C ontinued fro m  Page 1)
as he moved in  Poland, in  F in ­
land, in the B a ltic  States, and in 
Rum ania, to  push th a t fro n tie r  
a l i t t le  ou tw ard  to  ga in  w hatever 
defensive advantages he can 
against eventual Nazi attack.

In  each o f those previous in ­
stances, H it le r  g rac iously  acquies­
ced in S ta lin ’s moves. A s fa r  as 
he was and is concerned we may 
be certa in  th a t these concessions 
to  the Soviet U n ion are w r itte n  
down in the page o f his p riva te  
ledger under the heading: “ To be 
rectified  la te r.”

S ta lin  Frozen Out?
In  the present case the obvious 

ob ject o f S ta lin 's  concern would 
be the Dardanelles, the s tra its  
th a t  jo in  the M editerranean to 
the B lack Sea. The to ta l silence 
ou t o f Moscow and the  evident 
un ce rta in ty  in  A nka ra  as the 
Ita lia n  a ttack  on Greece began 
suggested s tro n g ly  th a t in  th is  
instance H it le r  m ay w e ll have 
to ld  S ta lin  to  keep hands o f f  the 
s tra its  and to  seek his leavings 
in  the northeastern provinces o f 
T u rkey , in Persia, A fgan is tan , o r 
on the moon, w h ile  the A x is  takes 
over the  v ita l Dardanelles and 
moves beyond them.

W hether th is  is the case, the 
com ing days or weeks w i l l  have 
to  show. M eanwhile the press is 
fille d  again, as in every o ther like  
s itu a tio n  since the w a r began, 
w ith  speculation over the possi­
b i l i t y  o f a sw itch  in  K rem lin  p o li­
cy. W ish -fu lfillm e n ts  die hard. 
In  term s o f his reac tiona ry  p o li­
cy, S ta lin  w i l l  not, dares not, 
cannot move aga inst H itle r . He 
has p u t h im se lf and his reg im e 
in  H it le r ’s s tra it ja e k e t and can­
n o t qu ite  so easily loose h im se lf 
now.

The T u rks  w i l l  a t best m eet a 
b lank w a ll in Moscow when they 
ask— as they m ust be u rg en tly  
ask ing r ig h t  now— w h a t they can 
expect i f  they fig h t. They m ay I

be urged to g ive in  w h ile  they 
can o r m ay be b lu n tly  to ld  th a t 
i f  they  figh t, i t ’s th e ir  own fu n ­
eral, not S ta lin ’s.

Pact W ith  Japan
I f  H it le r  appears to be agree­

able, S ta lin  w ill move in  on the 
Dardanelles. In  any case, he w il l  
l ik e ly  accept the new Japanese 
bid fo r a non-aggression pact to 
ga in  as much insurance as th a t 
o ffe rs  o f a “ pacified”  eastern 
f ro n t  w h ile  he uneasily watches 
H it le r  on his western, and per­
haps soon, his southern fro n tie rs .

The pro jected Soviet-Japanese 
pact would then be fo llow ed by 
a speed-up in Japan’s A s ia tic  
pa ra lle l to the A x is  drive. P a rt o f 
the prepara tions fo r  fresh  Jap­
anese moves tow a rd  S ingapore 
and the D utch E as t Ind ies in ­
clude a new e f fo r t  to s tr ik e  a 
peace barga in w ith  Chiang K a i- 
shek’s K uom in tang  and in th is  
e f fo r t  the K re m lin  is obviously 
a lready p la y in g  its  pa rt. I f  by 
th re a t o f w ith d ra w in g  support. 
S ta lin  could ge t Chiang to come 
to te rm s w ith  the Japanese i t  
would spare the K re m lin  the em- 
barassm ent o f openly abandoning 
its  support o f the Chinese cause.

China W ill F ig h t On
B u t Ch iang is no t lik e ly  to 

nibble, no t a t a tim e when he can 
ac tua lly  see a Japanese-American 
clash in the o ffin g  and can look 
fo r  more e ffec tive  A n g lo -A m e ri­
can support than  he has h ith e r­
to received.

F o r the tim e  being, however, 
the center o f the stage has moved 
to the M editerannean and there 
i t  is lik e ly  to rem ain fo r  some 
m onths to  come.

Choice of one o r two rooms 
furn ished o r un furn ished in  
Bronx, k itchen  priv ileges— re fr i­
gerator. Single o r double— Excel­
lent opportun ity . W rite  S. W. P., 
116 U n ive rs ity  Place, c-o K ellner.

Fort Dix Soldiers Win Demand 
For Better Chow

Stalinists Supporting Pro-Willkie 
Stand of John L. LewisFORT B IX . N . J.. Oct. 26— R ecruits o f the N a tiona l Guard 

regim ents, in  tra in in g  here, have won the firs t round o f the clas­
sic “ beef”  o f the priva tes over bad arm y food.

They forced recogn ition  o f th e ir  com pla int against the poor 
preparation o f (he food, and in a num ber o f cases secured be tte r 
cooks o f th e ir own choice.

A  num ber o f the com pla ints were backed by the th rea t o f a 
“ le tte r home to my Congressman” , which apparen tly  proved a 
powerfu l-enough suggestion to some o f the officers, who want to 
keep in  good w ith  the po litic ians fo r  p rom otion ’s sake.

The ranks are not too backward in ob jecting  to  the new non­
commissioned o ffice rs recently appointed. A  N a tiona l Guardsman, 
ta lk in g  to several o f his buddies, was heard to declare, “ W hy the 
captain m ust be o f f  his nut to  appoint such a s— o— b fo r  ser­
geant. He should have asked some o f us guys beforehand fo r our 
idea o f the guy. We know t(\e men from  before they were in the 
a rm y.”

SWP Broadcasts to 
Minnesota Workers

Grace Carlson, Candidate For Senator, 
Puts Our Military Program On the Air

SUGARING 
THE DRAFT

H A R TF O R D . Conn.. Oct. 21 
The State Jo in t Executive De­
fense Com m ittee o f Connecti­
cut has fin a lly  hung a sex 
angle on m ilita ry  conscrip tion 

I t  has ruled tha t the d ra ft 
re g is tra n ts ’ g ir l- fr ie n d s  may 
wear the d ra ft pins, given a ll 
d ra ftees in th is  state. T h is  is 
to  encourage the rep lac ing of 
fra te rn ity  pins by d ra ft  pins 
in the r itu a l o f campus love. 
Sweet and g lorious i t  is to 
lay down one’s li fe  fo r  love’s 
young dream and W a ll S treet.

John L lew e llyn  Lewis. Master I 
O pportunist, lias taken bis stand. | 
And a ll the lesser and cheaper 
O pportun is ts  are dancing around 
Hie huge black hole he made in  
labor h is to ry , hoping to be able 
somehow to break the fa ll they 
lace when, in  a moment, they leap 
in  a fte r him .

Noisiest and most fra n tic  of 
these filth y  and cow ard ly fo llo w ­
ers of false leaders is the Com 
m un is t party , now con fronting  
the logical outcome of its  policy 
of tagging along behind the h e fti­
est and most unprinc ip led  o f la ­
bor big-shots. Th is S ta lin is t c a r i­
cature of a w orkers ’ pa rty  has fo r 
so many years w anton ly  tossed 
aside a ll consideration fo r the 
basic interests o f labor that now. 
as i t  faces the necessity of openly 
suppo rting  the most b razen ly ad­
vertised candidate fo r W all Street 
th a t Am erican po lities has ever 
seen, i t  needs on ly toss three fo r­
mulae about in  the a ir  fo r a day 
or two and then p u li out the om­
i t  wants fo r the line.

It  is of course from  the labor 
stooges of the Com m unist P arty  
th a t the statem ents emanate. 
There are two a lte rna tive  lines 
used by these “ labor leaders." The 
firs t is reported extensively in the 
October 27 issue of t lie Daily  
W orker  in  the fo rm  of letters, 
telegrams and public statements 
made in  the name of a num ber of 
CiO unions securely under the 
dom ination of the C. P.

“ M E R E L Y ”  SUPPO RT L E W IS
T his  line  presents an equivocal 

support of the great John L. but 
pretends, w ith  a very delicate ac­
cent, a hesitation about endorsing 
his choice of candidates in  th is  
election. A few samples o f th is  
line are a ll tha t are needed, since 
the rest o f them  fo llow  the fo r­
mula represented w ith  such r ig id ­
ity  tha t the C. P. m ust have sent 
out a sample statem ent and care­

fu lly  restric ted the libe rtie s  to lie 
taken w ith  it.

From  the fa rm  equipment w o rk ­
ers’ un ion in  Chicago (located in 
w hat is known to  Chicago w o rk ­
ers as the L itt le  K re m lin  on Oak­
ley and Ogdon) comes a statement 
which expresses “ Complete sup­
port lo r John L. Lew is' leadership 
ol’ the CIO”  but also declares that 
“ the CIO a ffilia te  would T erra in  
from  endorsing any po litica l can­
didate.’ "

A no ther such item  reports  th a t 
“ New Y o rk  leaders o f CIO unions 
w ired John L. Lew is approval fo r 

- his sharp c ritic ism  in F r id a y ’s 
broadcast of the Roosevelt admin- 

| is tra tio n  on its  pro-war program.
' ta il most of them made no endor-1 
! sement of e ithe r W illk ie  or Roos­

eve lt.”
S t il l another item  indicates the i 

fea r the C. P. has th a t Lew is ’ act I 
of treachery w il l  have inevitab le  | 
and sevioqs repercussions in  the | 
ranks of the CIO. i t  quotes A llan  j 
S. Haywood, national d irec to r of 
the CiO. and M ichael J. Q u ill, pres 
iden t of the T ransport W orkers 
Union and ardent C. P. stooge, as 
having “ warned 200 delegates ot 
the T h ird  Annual Convention ol 
the Connecticut In d u s tr ia l Union 
Council, against p e rm ittin g  p o li­
tica l differences to d iv ide  union 
ranks.”

O NE STEP F U R T H E R
In  another set of statements, ap­

pearing in  the October 28 issue of 
the D a ily  Worker,  the develop 
nient of the line  along its  logical 
course toward open support of 
W illk ie  can be seen. Lew is Mer­
r i l l ,  president of the CIO United 
Office and Professional W orkers 
and C. P. mouthpiece, has th is 
to say:

“ I f  there is any man who 
has earned the r ig h t  to  coun­
sel the w orkers o f th is  coun­
try ,  i t  is John L. Lew is. The 
vigorous app lica tion  o f the

policies o f the C IO  is more im ­
portant to labor than the ques­
tion  o f who occupies the W hite  
House fo r the next fou r years. 
(T h is  from  the spokesman of a 
p a rty  which is supposed to have 
as its  ch ie f function the p o lit i­
ca lization o f the experiences 
o f w orke rs !— Ed.) The trem en­
dous con tribu tion  o f John L. 
Lew is to  the creation o f these 
policies and to th e ir fu lf il lm e n t 
in  real li fe  is the best answer 
to his c ritics .

“ E ffo r ts  to  in te rp re t his de­
cision as determ ined by any­
th in g  ether than his desire to 
bette r the lo t o f those who 
w ork  fo r a liv in g  and o f every 
inhab itan t o f our country are 
resented by w orkers regardless 
( if  th e ir po litica l opin ions.”
S ix na tiona l officers of the Na­

tiona l M a ritim e  Union, headed bv 
Joseph C u rran— a ll S tq lin is ts—o f­
fered by telegram  th e ir  “ fu ll a iv1 
unsw erv ing suppo rt”  to Lew is 
when he “ called lo r  (lie defeat, of 
President Roosevelt and the elec­
tion  of Wendell L. W illk ie .”  ( Dai­
ly  Worker, Oct. 28). T he ir state­
ment said at a fu rth e r po in t: “ We 
are sure tha t the great number of 
organized and unorganized work 
ers and tlie iv  fam ilies  w ill recog­
nize your (Lew is ') sincere mo­
tives in th e ir  behalf and give you 
th e ir  support and loya lty  which 
you deserve in  th is  figh t.”  And 
they conclude w ith  the pious hope 
tha t Lew is ’ action w ill "b r in g  
about an overwhelm ing defeat to 
F ra n k lin  D. Roosevelt.”

C. P. A L IB I  FOR LE W IS
But the o ffic ia l statement of the 

C. P. itse lf, carried e d ito r ia lly  in  
i lie issue of October 27, takes tile  
cake. I t  does not go to the length 
of its  stooges in  the labor move­
ment but i t  makes up fo r tha t 
by a thorough ly d isgusting cover- 
up o f the real im p lica tions of the 
Lewis statement.

T o ta lly  d isregard ing the fact 
that Lewis d id  no th ing  of the 
k ind , it  claims tha t “ the M yth  of 
the New Deal, now abandoned and 
betrayed, had to be dispelled. 
Some one bad to stand up and 
c ry  out the obvious tru th :  ‘The 
K in g  is naked !’ Lewis d id  it ,  and 
thus fa r perform ed an h is to ric  
service.”

F orge tting  th a t Lewis, precisely 
because lie has played a role of 
tremendous im portance in  the de- 

' velopment of the Am erican Labor 
movement, is g u ilty  in bis sup­
po rt of W illk ie  of a greater act 
of po litfea l treachery than a lesser 
figure would have represented, the 
Daily  W orker  can find no th ing  bet­
te r to do than tu rn  the scorn 
w h ich should have fa llen upon 
Lew is on those in  the labor move­
ment who, though not one w h it 
better then lie. are ce rta in ly  no 
worse. The Daily  Worker  says: 

“ There can be no th ing  but 
contem pt fo r  the howls and 
cav illin g  against Lewis, which 
come from  the camp o f Roose- 
v e l t ’ s ‘L a b o r ’ lieutenants. 
A m o n g  these L illip u tia n s , 
Lew is has stood fo r th  as a 
g ian t. They have grovelled a t 
the fee t o f the W ar Machine 
and would de live r Labor in  
chains fo r  the rew ard o f Roose­
v e lt ’s sm ile. Lewi$ has a t least 
tr ie d  to barga in fo r  some d e fi­
n ite  ga in as the price o f Labo r’s 
vote, even though such ba rga in  
is dubious and unsound, and 
dangerous fo r  the fu tu re .”

T H E  R E A L  L IN E
Toward W illk ie  the S ta lin is ts  

are pe rfo rm ing  the same func tion  
as they did in  1036. Then i t  was 
‘Defeat Landon at a ll costs” — i.e., 
elect Roosevelt. Now i t  is "U p­
hold Lewis at a ll costs,”  i. e., elect 
W illk ie .

W h a t scoundrels!

Hillman Merely Helped to Break Boeing Strike

M IN N E A P O L IS . Oct. 28— In 
the second o f a series o f radio 
broadcasts, Grace Carlson, SWP 
candidate fo r  U . S. Senator from  
Minnesota, gave “ The Socialist 
Answ er to  W ar and Fascism.”  
Speaking over S ta tio n  W LO L  to ­
n ig h t Comrade Carlson charged 
th a t the senatoria l candidates o f 
the o ther parties had ho rea lis ­
tic  program  against, w ar. “ T he ir 
feeble a n ti-w a r declarations, lack- 
injT* the necessary economic in ­
te rp re ta tion s  o f the causes of 
war. are as fu t i le  in th is  period 
as the action o f a man who tries  
to  hold back the tide  w ith  a 
broom.”

Q uoting a t leng th  from  the 
M an ifesto o f the F o u rth  In te rn a ­
tiona l. she urged lis teners “ to 
compare th is  fo r th r ig h t  program  
against w ar w ith  the confused, 
m isleading and u tte r ly  inadequate 
declarations o f the o ther candi­
dates.”

On Monday, November 4th, at 
7:45 P. M. Comrade Carlson w ill 
again speak over S tation W LOL 
on other issues of (lie  campaign.

A t a m eeting to lie held in  the 
Odd Fellows I la l l  in  St. Paul on 
November 1st, Comrade Carlson 
w ill speak on "A  P ro le ta rian  M il i­
ta ry  Policy.”  She promises i f  elect­
ed to in troduce a b ill in to  the U.S. 
Senate p ro v id ing  the trade union 
movement w ith  m ilita ry  equip­
ment and ins tructo rs  so tha t the 
workers m ight receive th e ir  m il i ­
ta ry  tra in in g , not under the labor- 
ha ting arm y machine, but under 
th e ir own auspices.

Two election ra llies  have been 
planned for Sunday. November 
3rd. V. It. Dunne w i l l  speak at 
the m eeting at III!» M arquette Ave­
nue in  M inneapolis at 3:30 P. M.

Comrade Carlson w i l l  be the 
speaker at the D u lu th  E lection 
lta l ly  w h ich w i l l  he held in F o r­
esters I la l l  a t 3:00 P. M.

Ten thousand copies of a spe­
c ia l M innesota Campaign Issue of 
the SO C IA LIS T  A P P E A L were 
d is tribu ted  in w ork ing  class neigh­
borhoods of St. Paul, M inneapolis 
and D u luth .

C. Johnson, Campaign Manager, 
said “ The w orkers received our 
election issue very  enthusiastica l­
ly. Our on ly regret is tha t we did 
no t have another 40,000 fo r dis­
tr ib u tio n . A ll signs po in t to  a 
great w ind-up of the campaign.”

E d ito r :
I t  was w ith  considerable in te r­

est that I read your a rtic le  in the 
Appeal of Sept. 21, analyzing S id­
ney H illm a n 's  job as Knudsen’s 
stooge on the Defense Council. As 
I  am w o rk in g  at the Boeing Plant, 
your use of our recently liquidateo 
s tr ik e  s itua tion  as an example 
s truck  home. I t  is probably true 
tha t the ro le tha t has been cut 
out fo r H illm a n  is us you say: To 
Give (to  the em ployers). How­
ever, as you uncover the complete 
s to ry  of the Boeing negotiations, 
there appear other facts which 
may th row  some add itiona l lig h t 
upon H illm a n ’s w ork, or at least 
upon the actual stage of develop­
ment of his job.

Your s tory says (aftei* describ­
ing the s itua tion  a t Boeing! “ H i l l ­
man and Knudsen, w o ram g to­
gether w ith  the president of the 
In te rn a tion a l Association of Ma­
chin ists, f irs t put through a ten- 
day truce and then maneuvered 
the Union back to w ork  w ith- its  
unmet demands to be th row n to 
a rb itra tio n .”

H illm a n ’s la ica l Helpers
AVhat actua lly  happened was 

tha t t lie  Local O fficials o f the 
Union had been fo r some tim e cast­
ing about w ild ly  fo r some device 
to hold t lie  s tr ike  off. H illm a n  
m erely supplied the device.

A lthough his press releases

sounded swell, Lundqu is t of the 
local union never had any in te n ­
tion of p e rm ittin g  the men to 
s trike . T lie Company knew th is  
a ll along— the men in  leadership 
of the Union d idn ’t  have any back­
bone. B u t the way th a t Lund­
quist. and bis machine grabbed 
a t Madam P erk ins ’ request fo r  a 
truce made i t  begin to look obvi­
ous. Lundqu ist, was very s k il lfu l 
in  hand ling  th is  and a ll the other 
maneuvers by w h ich the s tr ike  
s itua tion  was liqu ida ted and the 
agreement— w hich by comparison 
is lousy—signed. So s k il lfu l was 
he, in fact, th a t the men began 
to catch on too late tha t i t  was 
a put-up job between the Compa­
ny and the Local Union Officials. 
By now Lundqu ist has even re­
placed some of the most classical 
suhjects o f derision and contempt 
used by tlie  out-house a rtis ts  anu 
poets in  the Boeing wash-room.

However— to get hack to the 
s to ry— both the Company and 
Lundqu is t were a fra id  of the 
workers and th a t 97% s tr ik e  vote. 
W ithou t help from  H illm a n  it 
would have been very d iff ic u lt  to 
pu ll off. Lundqu is t would have 
had e ithe r to pe rm it the men to 
wa lk out— or to keep them in  by 
such a rb itra ry  and bureaucratic 
means tha t he would have been 
completely exposed. In  e ither case 
lie would have broken bis pick.

A c tu a lly , in  th is  case H illm a n  
played— along w ith  President 
B row n o f the I. A . o f M „  on ly a 
secondary o r a u x ilia ry  role to the 
Local fakers.

Same In  M arine  Cooks
So fa r  as I  cait lea rn  th is  was 

about as fa r  as H illm a n ’s work 
went also in  the threatened s tr ike  
o f the M arine  Cooks &  Stewards. 
The las t th in g  in  the w o rld  tha t 
Burke, Cayton & Co. wanted was 
to p u t th e ir  men on the bricks. 
N o t op ly  would th a t b rin g  down 
the w ra th  o f th e ir  “ bro ther”  
B ridges o f the Longshoremen 
bu t g e ttin g  on the bricks would 
pu t the Cooks in a re a lly  good 
position to settle  accounts w ith  a 
few  obnoxious o ffic ia ls  as w e ll a? 
the boss. W hat a re l ie f  i t  m ust 
have been to be able to have some 
heat turned fro m  H illm a n !

B u t set these tw o  cases beside 
the to ta lly  d iffe re n t one o f the 
(A F L )  Longshoremen a t Tacoma 
Wash. Here, the w orkers had 
w hat would appear on the su r­
face, a t least, to  bo a beef not 
nearly  so good as e ith e r o f the 
o ther two. They were s tr ik in g  
against an old N L R B  ru lin g  de­
p r iv in g  them  o f the r ig h t  to bar­
ga in  fo r  th e ir  own members— 
g i v i n g  Coastwise lig h ts  to 
Bridges, ILW U . There was much

more heat generated aga inst th is  
s tr ike  than aga inst the o ther two 
named and fro m  m any more 
sources. N o t on ly were the go v ­
ernm ent representatives ye llin g  
to h igh  heaven about “ N a tiona l 
Defense” , bu t the en tire  appara­
tus o f the  CIO  m ovem ent on the 
Coast was geared to  the jo b  o f 
t ry in g  to  liqu ida te  th is  s trike . 
Even the g re a t M a ritim e  “ A rb i­
tra to r ,”  Dean W ayne Morse, who 
learned the p rinc ip les  o f Steve­
do ring  and M a ritim e  Lapor Re­
la tions w h ile  pu rsu ing  an aca­
demic career a t an Oregon cow- 
College, saw f i t  to  le t fo r th  a de­
vas ta ting  b last aga inst the T a ­
coma Longshoremen as being 
“ U n p a tr io t ic ”  a n d  “ S tr ik in g  
against the G overnm ent” .

H illm a n  Failed H ere !
Y e t no t on ly  did the Tacoma 

Longshoremen S trike , bu t i r  
spite o f a ll th is  crap they held 
ou t u n t il th e ir  demand was 
g ran ted : an im m edia te rehearing 
o f th e ir  case by the Board. Not 
th a t H illm a n  did no t a ttem p t to 
take c red it fo r  th is  se ttlem ent as 
we ll. However, he undoubtedly- 
had l i t t le ,  i f  an y th in g  to do w ith  
it  a t a ll.

The m ora l o f th is  s to ry  is 
som eth ing lik e  th is :

1) A ltho ug h  H illm a n ’s ro le is

supposed to  be a p o w e rfu l one, i t  
is as ye t fa r  fro m  it .  A  much 
be tte r t it le  fo r  h im  would be 
“ H illm a n : a Boon to B ung ling  
B ureaucrats.”  R ig h t now, his 
m ain preoccupation seems to  be 
p u b lic ity  and to  ge t his finger 
in to  the  pie o f as m any con tro ­
versies as possible— i f  on ly  as fa r  
as the newspapers are concerned. 
He has a long way to go, however 
before his a u th o r ity  w i l l  he as 
g re a t as his position w arran ts .

2.) A t  least as fa r  as the Boe­
ing s itua tion  was concerned, the 
w orkers in the P lan t did no t g ive 
in  to H illm an-pressure , nor were 
they maneuvered fro m  W ashing­
ton. The sell-out, like  cha rity , be­
gan at home. H illm a n -in te rfe r- 
ence doesn’t  mean too much to 
the w orkers yet— except where 
the Union Leaders d ire c tly  in ­
volved are themselves look ing  fo r  
an easy w ay out. Then the com­
b ina tion  becomes p re tty  devastat­
ing.

A IR C R A F T  W O R KER  
Seattle, Wash.

A irc ra f t  W orke r is 100% cor­
rect. W here workers have h a lf­
way decent local leadership, 
H illm a n ’s s trikeb rea k ing  moves 
don’t  w ork a t th is  stage o f the 
game.— EDITO R S

Coast C. P. Members Learn 
Of United Front Refusal

LOS A N G E LE S , Oct. 18— Com­
m un is t P a rty  members and sym ­
pathizers a ttend ing a m eeting 
here addressed by James Ford. 
S ta lin is t v ice -pres identia l candi­
date. learned, from  a le a fle t of 
the S ocia lis t W orkers P a rty , tha t 
the S ta lin is t leaders had con­
cealed from  th e ir fo llow e rs  two 
o ffe rs  from  the S. W . P. fo r  a 
un ited f ro n t to  f ig h t the C a lifo r­
nia ba llo t-ban aga inst the Com­
m un ist P a rty .

T lie  leaflets gained a frie n d ly  
reception, few heing th row n away. 
A num ber of rank and file S ta lin ­
ists spoke to the leafle t passers 
and expressed th e ir  approval of 
a un ited fro n t on the ballot-ban 
issue. Many leaflets were care­
fu lly  folded and pocketed.

C ontrasting the eagerness of the 
S ta lin is ts  fo r many years to form  
a "people’s f ro n t”  w ith  cap ita lis t 
groups, and th e ir  present re luc­
tance to engage in  un ited fro n t 
actions w ith  w orkers ’ organiza­
tions, the leafle t declared, “ Not 
so long ago the Com m unist P arty  
formed ’People’s fro n t ’ alliances 
w ith  the cap ita lis t class and its 
agents such as Olson— Who now 
bans the C.P. from  the ba llo t, La- 
G uard ia— who breaks s trikes and

cuts re lie f appropria tions, Roos­
evelt— who beats the w ar drums 
of Am erican im peria lism , Dala- 
d ie r—-who prepared the surrender 
of France’s w o rk ing  class to  the 
Nazi w ar machine, etc...’ ”

The appeal concludes:
“ The reactionary d rive  w ill 

continue as the war-m achine o f 
Am erican im peria lism  gathers 
momentum . O ther issues w ill 
arise in  the near fu tu re , issues 
on which un ited action is pos­
sible and absolutely demanded. 
We urge the rank and file  o f the 
Com m unist P a rty  to  be v ig ila n t 
— to  demand th a t the C.P. leader­
ship ceases its  b lind po licy o f 
re fus ing  a united f ro n t  on issues 
in  defense o f labor.”

In  th is, as w e ll as the previous 
united fro n t appeals, the Socialist 
W orkers P arty  pointed out tha t 
the ban was a blow not on ly at 
the S ta lin is ts , but at the po litica l 
r ig h ts  of a ll labor organizations 
in  C a lifo rn ia .

The Los Angeles S. W . P. 
branches are sending committees 
to v is it  the C. P. members to d is ­
cuss w ith  them the significance of 
th e ir  leaders’ refusal to accept the 
un ited fro n t.

TROTSKY MEMORIAL FUND
This week, the fo llo w in g  branches have made paym ents on ac­

count: D e tro it, $40., Los Angeles, $20., Toledo, $10., New Y o rk , $75., 
New Haven, $2., m aking a to ta l fo r  the week o f $147.

The scoreboard to date:

Branch Quota A m ount paid %>
Rockville $ 5.00 $ 5.00 100%
Lynn 100.00 75.00 75%
Toledo 50.00 25.00 50%
Chicago and
Ind iana H a rbo r 150.00 65.07 43%
San Francisco 100.00 35.00 35%
D e tro it 200.00 65.00 33%
Boston 100.00 27.00 27%
N ew ark 150.00 40.00 27%
F lin t 150.00 25.00 17%
Los Angeles 150.00 20.00 13%
New Haven 20.00 2.00 10%
New Y ork 1000.00 75.00 8%
A kron 10.00 00.00 OO
B altim ore 10.00 00.00 00
Cleveland 70.00 00.00 00
Hutch inson 10.00 00.00 00
M ilwaukee 5.00 00.00 00
M inneapolis and
St. Paul 1000.00 00.00 00
Philadelph ia 30.00 00.00 00
Portland 10.00 00.00 00
Q uakertown 7.00 00.00 00
Reading 5.00 00.00 00
St. Louis 5.00 00.00 00
Youngstown 50.00 00.00 00

T O T A LS $3387.00 5459.07 13%
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Judas-Goat Dunjee
A  "Judas goat" is one of those old, hardened, 

w e ll-tra ined an im als used in  the stockyards to 
lead the sheep up the inc line . W hen the goat 
gets to the top, he steps aside, but the sheep keep 
r ig h t  on m arch ing u n t il they ru n  in to  the butch­
ers’ knives. Then the goat conies down again, 
and is used over and over again to lead more un­
suspecting sheep to th e ir  end.

Roscoe Dunjee, about whom we had a few 
th ings  to say last week, is the ed ito r o f "The 
B lack D ispatch”  in  Oklahoma. Last week he w rote 
an a rtic le  asking tha t a ll Negro newspapermen be 
exempted from  conscrip tion. W hy? Because they 
had been very valuable, he said, in  ge tting  thé 
Negro people to accept the d ra ft. And i f  these 
very  valuable newspapermen are drafted, he feels, 
the newspapers w il l  be weakened, and m ay no t be 
able to do such a good job in  the fu ture .

Roscoe Dunjee is  a Judas goat who has led 
h is fo llow ers up the inc line  of the J im  Crow 
d ra ft. B ut he doesn’t  w ant the same fate as the 
sheep. He „wants to he excused so th a t he w il l  be 
safely on hand to lead more sheep to the butchers’ 
knives.

Forty Dollars A Head
W hen a colored man is even suspected of k i l l ­

in g  a w h ite  person down South, a ll resources of 
the state are used to  capture h im . Rewards of 
thousands o f do lla rs are offered, blood-hounds and 
posses called out, and the v ic t im  is given sho rt 
s h r if t  when he is caught.

B u t i t  is d iffe re n t when the v ic tim  is a colored 
man.

In  W ashington. D. C., cap ita l o f the na tion  and 
fro n tie r  of J im  Crow land, seven Negroes have 
been fired on by a m ysterious w h ite  maniac du ring  
the past few months. F ive were k ille d  and two 
in ju red .

L it t le  e ffo r t has been made by the police to 
capture the maniac, who picks on ly colored v ic ­
tim s . A  to ta l rew ard  o f $200 has been posted 
fo r h is capture. That comes to $40 a head, or, one- 
tw e n tie th  o f w h a t a slave was w o rth  80 years 
ago.

Ten Days That Shook The W orld
Leon Trotsky, 1879-1940

On th is 23 rd  anniversary o f the Russian Re­
vo lu tio n , >ve w ould  also have saluted o u r Comrade 
Leon T ro tsky  on h is 61st b irthday . The Russian 
R evo lu tion  has been betrayed by S ta lin  and the 
li fe  o f T ro tsky , one o f its  c h ie f architects, Mas 
snu ffed  out by one o f  S ta lin ’ s assassins. To  the liv - 
ing  tra d it io n  o f  that re vo lu tio n  and the r ic h  revo­
lu tio n a ry  heritage o f T ro tsky  we re-dedicate o u r­
selves fo r  today and the fu tu re .

By L Y D IA  B E ID E L
I t  is twenty-three years since 

the b ir th  of tho USSR, the firs t 
p ro le ta rian  state. And it  is tw en­
ty years since, the death of John 
Reed, ^u th o r o f one o f the finest 
dram atic  records of that b ir th . 
Ten Dans T ha t  Shook the W or ld .

The figure of John Reed—ad­
venturer, reporter, dynam ic Am er­
ican you th— plays a unique and 
h igh ly  sym bolical ro le in  the 
greatest o f a ll h is to rica l crises, 
the Russian revo lu tion. I l is  re­
bel s p ir it, ba tting  about, in a s trug­
gle against the re s tra in t of tra d i­
tion  in the lite ra ry  arts, g ra v ita t­
ed un e rrin g ly  toward Russia in 
1917, the focal po in t of revo lu tion 
against every aspect of the sen il­
ity  of cap ita lis t society. The ad­
ven turer in  h im  sensed that here 
he could be pa rt of the grandest 
of a ll human adventures.

H E  G REW  W IT H  T H E  
R U S S IA N  R E V O L U T IO N

B ut h is to ry, in  its  moments of 
creation, d is tils  out of every man 
the finest ip  him  fo r the fu tu re  I 
to cherish. John Reed, adventur- ! 
or and rom an tic is t though he may | 
have been, could not fa il to see 
tha t he as an Am erican was not 
a lien in  Russia in  November, 1917. 
H earing  and seeing Lenin and 
T ro tsky, lie perceived tha t th is  
upheaval o f a decayed society was 
hut the beginning o f a un iversal 
phenomenon which must remain 
incom plete u n til i t  had run its  
course and embraced a ll of man­
k ind . He saw more c lea rly  than 
m any a po litic ian  of his day tha t 
th is  was a class and not a na­
tiona l event.

He played his role in  the Rus­
sian revo lu tion  and then, w ith  
the sim ple acceptance of an ind is ­
putable fact w h ich characterized 
a ll the Russian Bolsheviks, hast­
ened back to the United States 
in  1919 to ca rry  the revo lu tion 
beyond the place of its  beginning 
by he lp ing to fo rm  a com m unist 
pa rty  here.

John Reed came to the revo lu­
tion  not as a p ro le ta rian  p o liti-

V. I. Lenin, 1870-1924

Lewis Shifts Parties- -  
But Not Basic Line

Support of Willkie, Like Support of Roosevelt, Is 
Betrayal of Interests of the American Working Class

By JO SEPH H A N S E N

In coming out in support of Wendell W illk ie  for the pre­
sidency of tile United States, John L. Lewis did not betray the 
working class to any greater extent than i f  he had come out again 
for Franklin D. Roosevelt as he did in 1932 and in 1936. That 
is what must be understood clearly first of all.

What is most noteworthy about Lewis’ espousal of W illk ie ’s 
cause is that it is an astonishingly naked display of the absolute 
bankruptcy of the American trade union bureaucracy before the 
crucial political problems facing
the w o rk in g  class.

W hat shall the w orkers do 
about the w a r in  w h ich the United 
States w il l  soon become a m il i­
ta ry  pa rtic ipan t?  Should he sup­
po rt i t  or struggle against it?  
How shall he strugg le against it?  
W hat sha ll the w orker do about 
the increasing m ilita r iz a tio n  of 
the United States w h ich has now 
registered some sixteen m illio n  
men fo r induction  in to  the arm y? 
Mow sha ll the workers secure m i­
li ta ry  tra in in g  but not at the 
price of being enslaved by the re­
actiona ry  officer-caste? How shall 
the workers w in  trade union con­
d itions in the armed forces?

Uewis does not even pose these 
questions. He mentions tha t 
Roosevelt's program  is bankrupt, 
tha t the New Heal fa iled to solve 
a single one of the problems from  
w h ich the country was su ffe ring  
in  1932. A nd then Lew is says, 
" I f  not Roosevelt, whom do I re ­
commend . . . why, of course, I 
recommend the election o f Wen­
dell L. W illk ie  . . . ”  0 /  course! 
As i f  the program  o f Ups u til it ie s  
magnate were som ething d iffe re n t 
from  Roosevelt's program !

LEW IS NAMES THEM  ONLY  
TO BETRAY THEM

W hat about unemployment? Are 
the desperate unemployed, 9,115,- 
000 of them according to  Lew is ’ 
figures, to continue to m arch 
meekly between Republican Hoo- 
verv illes  and Democrat social in ­
vestigators forever? “ W hy, of 
course,”  says Lewis, “ I  recom­
mend the election of W endell L. 
W illk ie  . . . ”

And the 45,000,000 people, ac­
cord ing to Lew is ’ figures, who are 
going hungry in the United States 
—what should they do? Continue 
to go h u n g ry  under another W a ll 
Street regime, com forted by the 
thought th a t they lo ya lly  fo llo w ­
ed Lew is ’ advice as they did in 
1932 and in  1936?

Lewis addresses the Negroes, 
(ha t is, the Negroes in  the N o rth ­
ern States.-. How his heart bleeds 
fo r th e ir  votes! He does not even 
mention the Negroes su ffe rin g  in  
the Southern States under the 
lash of the Bourbon w h ip . W hy 
d idn ’t  he m ention them? Because

they are prevented from  voting 
and hence don’t  enter in to  the 
calcula tions of a cap ita lis t p o lit i­
cian? W illk ie ’s a ttitude  toward 
the Negroes is the same as Roos­
eve lt’s— hound them, persecute 
them, segregate them.

Lew is stumped fo r Roosevelt, 
handed over to the Democratic 
campaign hundreds of thousands 
of do llars out of the union treas­
u ry  in  order to  make sure that 
Roosevelt gained office. And he 
did this, in  1936, a fte r fou r years 
under Roosevelt of In junc tions  
and cou rt decisions against labor, 
strike-breaking, tear gas, thugs, 
N a tiona l Guard bayonets.

V O T IN G  FOR E IT H E R  O NE 
IS  V O T IN G  FOR W A R

Now Lew is asks labor to sup­
po rt W illk ie , whose program  
against labor is iden tica l w ith  
tha t o f Roosevelt’s. Lew is could 
not have given more treacherous 
advice i f  he were in  the d irec t 
pay of those who shot down the 
CIO s tr ike rs  in  the M em oria l Day 
massacre at Chicago.

Lew is ’ speech in  support of an­
other fou r years of cap ita lis t d ic­
ta torsh ip  is a curious m onstros ity  
in  reasoning. He speaks against 
war w ith  a shudder as i f  he rea l­
ly  hated it .  He m entions the 
fact th a t w ar " k i l ls  o ff the v ig o r­
ous males who, i f  perm itted to 
live, m ig h t question the financia l 
exp lo ita tion  o f the race.”  Lewis 
then proves tha t Roosevelt’s p o li­
cy is directed towards m ilita ry  
pa rtic ip a tion  in  the w o rld  w ar 
now rag ing— despite the fact tha t 
Roosevelt lik e  Lew is “ hates w ar." 
A fte r lis te n in g  to Lewis, and his 
advice to vote fo r W illk ie ’s w ar 
program, w h ich is the same as 
Roosevelt’s, the labo ring  man 
should understand one cold fact 
—-if he d id  not already know  i t — 
tha t w ar under cap ita lism  is ine­
vitab le . A ll the pacifism of Lew is 
in  the face o f th a t fac t means 
no th ing  but treacherous b lind fo ld ­
ing of the w o rk ing  class and send­
ing  them lik e  cattle  in to  the 
slaughter. V o ting  fo r Roosevelt 
o r W illk ie  would not even change 
the date W a ll Street decides upon 
to r  " k i l l in g  o ff the vigorous

cian or theoris t but s im p ly as a 
sensitive, in te llig e n t rebel. Yet 
lie epitomizes some of t lie  finest 
aspects of our revo lu tion. H is 
audacity is an in sp ira tio n  to a ll 
Am erican youth. H is understand­
ing  of the w orldw ide im p lica tions 
of the Russian beginning is a re­
proach to every S ta lin is t m aligner 
of the perm anent revo lu tion . H is 
devotion to the found ing of a par­
ty  to serve as an in s tru m en t fo r  
extending the revo lu tion  is a pat­
te rn  fo r  every member of the 
F ourth  In te rn a tion a l. And lie has 
ie ft as a deathless con tribu tion  
to the h is to ry  of m an’s struggle 
to r freedom a clear and in sp ir in g  
lecord of the firs t act in  the re­
m aking of t iie  w orld . We salute 
his memory.

T H E Y  R E M E M B E R  H IS  D E A T H  
W E R E V IV E  H IS  W ORK

Last week the S ta lin is ts  com­
memorated his death w ith  a meet­
ing. These people are a lw ays sa f­
est com m em orating deaths. There 
is no fe a r th a t the one whose 
m em ory they in s u lt by th e ir  v ic ­
ious perversions o f t ru th  m ay 
rise up and answer back.

Le t them  t r y  to  explan w hy 
John Reed neglected to m ention 
even once the name of S ta lin !

That of a ll the figures of those 
ten days i t  was S ta lin  whom they 
call "the  greatest genius of a ll 
t im e ,”  who com plete ly escaped 
John Reed’s a tten tion  and record! 
That the name of the executioner 
of a ll the Old Bolsheviks could 
be smuggled in to  th is  great work, 
w ith  its  laudatory in tro du c tion  
from  the hand o f Lenin, on ly  v ia  
ed ito r’s notes in  the back! Let 
them expla in John Reed’s con­
s tan t coupling of the names of 
Len in  and T ro tsky throughout his 
book.

How Jack Reed would have de­
spised the S ta lin is t record of pan­
dering to t iie  most p u trid  parts 
of the decayed body of cap ita lism ! 
How his rebel soul would have 
shuddered at the s te r il ity  w h ich 
ihe present-day Soviet bureaucra­
cy tries  to pass o ff  as pro le ta rian  
a rt!  How he wquld have wept 
tha t they could bu ild  a physical 
monum ent in  A m erica to lite ra ry  
b o o tlic k in g  and the Cossack 
knout of bureaucratic censorship 
and call i t  by his name— the John 
Reed Clubs! Le t them celebrate 
the death of John Reed. We shall 
celebrate th a t part of h im  which 
cannot ever die:

T E N  DAYS T H A T  SHOOK 
T H E  W ORLD.

last vestige of the r ig h ts  of labor.
W hat must be done? W hat is 

needed now, is not po litica l cow­
ards com ing ou t fo r W illk ie  or 
Roosevelt, hut courageous and fa r 
seeing trade un ion is ts  who can 
stand up and face the issues squar 

ely. W hat is needed is a new 
leadership th a t understands i t  is 
e ithe r Fascism or Socialism  and 
who w il l  come out m il ita n t ly  and 
bo ld ly w it l i a real labor program. 
A n y th in g  less then tha t means 
the doom of the labor movement 
in  the United States.

Lew is could have done a tre ­
mendous service fo r  labor i f  he 
had la id  a plague on both the 
ro tten  and perfidious houses of 
W all Street. Lew is could have 
given a great im petus to the w ide­
spread sentim ent fo r  an Indepen­
dent Labor P a rty  i f  he had come 
out and said w hat is obvious: 
tha t both Roosevelt and W illk ie  
are r id in g  the armored tank in to  
W'ar, th a t w a r under cap ita lism  is 
inevitab le , and th a t the on ly t ilin g  
to do about it is launch the s trug­
gle to pu t a w orkers’ and farm ers ’ 
governm ent in to  power in  Wash­
ington.

The m il ita n t  trade un ion is ts  
m ust begin us ing the speech of 
Lew is as a club to smash a ll the 
pretentions of the henchmen of 
Lew is as serious p o lit ic a l leaders 
o f the Am erican w o rk in g  class. 
They m ust begin organ iz ing  an 
Independent Labor P a rty  w ith  a 
labor program . They m ust no 
longer hope th a t Lew is o r his i lk  
w ill do th is  job fo r them. We 
m ust ro l l up our sleevs and do 
the job ourselves.

A Union Paper 
On M ilita ry  
Training

T H E  NORTHW EST ORGANIZER, week­
ly organ of the Minneapolis Teamsters Joint 
Council, published the following story in its 
Oct. 24 issue in order, it says, “to illustrate 
the need for adequate military training of 
workers under the control of the trade union 
movement.” We reprint both the story and 
the comments of the union paper.
An American non-commissioned officer relates 

a personal war experience which casts considera­
ble light upon the cheapness which life attains 
in time of war. During an attack in the Argonne 
region, a >out a month before the Armistice, the 
detachment this officer was in, received orders 
to take a particular hill, known as No. 252. I t  
appears that this hill was of some importance 
as an observation point. I t  lay somewhat to the 
side but in the general direction of the main line 
of advance. Had its capture been allowed to wait 
for the main advance, the artillery would have 
cleared Us fortifications and would have made 
an attack less hazardous. The orders, however, 
were clear that H ill No. 252 was to be attacked 
at once, and was not to wait for the main line. 
The hill was encircled with heavy shrubbery 
through which were cut several narrow passages. 
As small units cf men dashed through these pas­
sages they were mowed down by planted machine 
guns. It  took many casualties before these death­
spouting nests were muzzled by the force of the 
human bodies which piled up on them. Finally, 
no more than about fifty men reached half-way 
up the hill.

*  *  *

There they halted. They were close enough to 
the enemy to be greeted with liquid fire and 
hand grenades. To advance further meant certain 
death, but by this time retreat meant equally 
certain death, for they would have faced their 
own artillery which had been advancing in the 
meantime. I t  Mas imperative that a message 
should he taken to General Headquarters, about 
a mile behind the line.

*  *  *

During their slow climb to the present posi­
tion they had dispatched at frequent intervals 
five different messengers, but as no relief was 
in sight, it was assumed that they must have 
perished. The narrator and the lieutenant of the 
company volunteered to try their luck on getting 
a message through to headquarters; by one of 
those rare miracles both men got through ex­
hausted but unhurt.

General Headquarters was housed in a dugout 
about thirty feet deep. A staff meeting was in 
progress when the messengers arrived. The nar­
rator recalls particularly vividly the rough brown 
boards which served as a table around which the 
officers were seated; the flickering, shadowy light 
of two small candles; and the tap-tap-tap of 
water dripping down upon the boards; for the 
scene formed a weird contrast to the fire and din 
he had just emerged from.

* *  *

He thought of the contrast as he crouched 
quietly and unobserved into a corner, leaving his 
superior officer to recite the plight of the men 
on Hill No. 252. He remembers wondering 
Mhether he was alive or whether he had died that 
day, as he had seen so many of his comrades die, 
and Mas now in some strange world of darkness 
and ghosts.

*  * ' *
He was soon, however, awakened to reality 

by a lively argument which ensued among the 
officers. He was particularly impressed by the 
eloquent, almost tearful, pleas of the Colonel of 
the regiment who urged a discontinuance of the 
attack on H ill No. 252. “Do you realize,” the 
Colonel argued, “that it will take 5,000 men to 
capture that hill?” He emphasized the number to 
indicate that he regarded the risk grotesquely 
exorbitant.

*  *  *

The General with whom the final decision 
rested, did not reply at once. His fingers drummed 
upon the rough broM-n boards; the others u-aited 
in suspense. Then the General rendered his ver­
dict. In a well composed but determined voice 
he said, “Well, if  it  takes five thousand men, 
what of it? We’ve got cm.”

*  *  *

The NORTHW EST ORGANIZER prints this 
story to illustrate the need for adequate military 
training of workers U N D ER  TH E  CONTROL 
OF TH E  TRADE U N IO N  MOVEMENT, the sort 
of training that can equip workers themselves 
to command troops. I f  every worker became ex­
pert in the use of all sorts of arms and in the 
command of troops, you wouldn’t see the brutal 
disregard of the common soldiers as shown ini 
every battle engaging the armies of today, which 
puts the men and the officers in about the same 
relation to each other as existed between the 
slaves and the slave holders of less modern times.

The United States government places army 
equipment and instruction at the disposal of the 
employers, so that they may train at Plattsburg 
to equip themselves to command the workers in 
soldiers’ uniforms, just as they command the 
workers in their factories.

Is there any good reason why the United 
States government should not agree to do' the 
same for the union movement.

I t  is now certain universal military conscrip­
tion will envelop this country within a few weeks 
or months. The trade union movement must see to 
it that when workers are to receive military 
training, they should receive such training under 
trade union control. Such a program would place 
the workers in the position of being fully able 
to defend their own interests and would be the 
best guarantee to capitalism against fascism, 
either the foreign or native brand.

For M ilitary Training of the Workers Under 
Trade Union Control!

By ALBERT PARKER

Roosevelt " Promotes" Davis
Two weeks ago in  th is  column wo drew a t­

ten tion  to the fa ilu re  of President Roosevelt to 
promote Col. B en jam in O. Davis, Negro officer, to 
the rank of brigadier-general, as he di(l w ith  
scores of w h ite  colonels at the same tim e.

In  i t  we declared w hat everyone acquainted 
w ith  the s itua tion  knew: (hat (he A rm y  is a J im  
Crow in s titu tio n , tha t i t  does eve ry th ing  it  can 
to prevent Negroes from  becoming officers, and 
that it .  sees to i t  th a t they don’t rise h igher than 
the post o f colonel.

Now, however, Roosevelt lias promoted Davis 
to be a brigadier-general, the firs t such colored 
officer in  the A rm y ’s h is to ry .

Does th is  mean that there has been any change 
in  the A rm y ’s J im  Crow policies? Does th is  mean 
that now there w il l  be equal r ig h ts  fo r colored 
soldiers, th a t d isc rim in a tio n  against them  w ill 
end, tha t they w ill receive a proportionate number 
of officers’ posts?

Look a t the facts, and you’l l  have to answer: 
No.

In  the firs t place, whatever happened to Davis, 
the recent ru lin g  o f Com m ander-in-Chief Roosevelt 
tha t there sha ll be J im  Crow regim ents s t i l l  re­
m ains in  e ffec t. T h a t means th a t N egro  soldiers 
w i l l  not get equal righ ts , tha t they w i l l  s t i l l  be 
used fo r laborers or suicide squads, su ffe rin g  a ll 
the insu lts  of the Negro-hating officer caste tha t 
runs the A rm y  and w ill continue to ru n  the A rm y 
even i f  Davis is a brigadier-general.

Every an ti-S em itic  firm , every big business ou t­
f it  tha t refuses to h ire  Jews, usually has one Jew 
on its  office sta ff, to be pointed to  as an example 
o f th e ir  unpre jud iced h ir in g  policies. T h is  one 
Jewish employee is used as w indow-dressing to 
cover up the ro tten  general policy.

Davis is going to be used as the window-dress­
in g  o f the U. S. A rm y, fo r a tim e, to cover up the 
vicious anti-Negro policies of its  general staff.

B u t even more im p o rtan t than th is  reason is 
the fact tha t election day is alm ost here.

A Vote-Catching Move
In  the la s t m onth Roosevelt has lo s t consider­

able votes as the resu lt o f h is statem ent on J im  
Crow regirpents. He has taken a heavy w a llop ing 
from  most of the Negro press on it ,  and from  the 
N.A.A.C.P. fo r  h is a ttem pt to make i t  seem they 
had approved th is  policy.

In  m any states the colored vote m ay prove 
decisive. Consequently, Roosevelt has attempted, 
by prom oting  Davis, to repa ir some o f the fences 
he broke him self.

As proof, we po in t to the date of the announce­
m ent o f h is prom otion: October 25th. T h is  is 
ju s t in  tim e fo r the last issue of the Negro weekly 
papers th a t w i l l  appear on tW '^e 'tfs -is& tids  be­
fore November 5. I t  thus gives h im  the fina l 
punch in  the campaign, in  even the papers tha t 
oppose h im  and support W illk ie .

The general s ta ff o f the A rm y  won’t  lik e  it ,  
even though they recognize i t  as a necessary po­
li t ic a l maneuver th a t won’t  change an y th in g  fu n ­
dam entally. B u t they won’t  w o rry  too much. For 
Davis is 63 years old, and w i l l  reach h is re tire ­
m ent age Ju ly  1. So Roosevelt w i l l  get his votes 
when Davis gets his prom otion, and a few months 
la te r when Davis gets his w a lk in g  papers, the gen­
era l s ta f f  w i l l  ge t the pleasure o f being 100% l i ly -  
w h ite  again.

A lthough the appointm ent of Davis is p a rtia lly  
a concession to mass protest, i t  is  p r im a r ily  a 
vote-catcher. I t  is no reason fo r  re lax in g  the fig h t, 
J im  Crowism  m ust s t i l l  be fought by workers, 
colored and white, in  the armed forces, as well as 
in  c iv ilia n  life .

males”  who m igh t question W all 
S tree t’s d ic ta to rsh ip .

Lew is discloses his absolute 
bankruptcy as a labor leader 
through his fa ilu re  to draw the 
necessary conclusions to the fo l­
low ing descrip tion he makes of 
the impasse in  w h ich cap ita lism  
today finds itse lf:

“ The A d m in is tra tio n  spokesmen 
forget to say w hat w i l l  happen 
to economic Am erica when the 
25,000,000 men now under arms 
m  fore ign nations and the 70,000,-
000 citizens who service the a r­
mies, are re turned to peacetime 
pursu its. The m anufacturers of 
Am erica w il l  then have to com­
pete in  the rem a in ing  w orld  m ar­
kets w ith  the qu an tita tive  produc­
tion  of fore ign nations, whose 
workm en w ill occupy the re la tive  
economic and social status ol 
chatte l slaves.

“ Where w il l  ou r country then 
sell its  goods? Surely not in  E u­
rope, nor in  the B a ltic  or M edi­
terranean areas. Sure ly not in  
A fr ic a  o r the O rient. Surely, i t  
is obvious tha t South Am erican 
m arkets w i l l  be penetrated by the 
cheap labor products of tbe w orld  
commercial adversaries of the 
United States of A m erica.”

TH E  WORKERS MUST DRAW  
TH E  OBVIOUS CONCLUSION!

Lew is in  these words touches 
upon the insoluble con trad ic tion  
in  w h ich  cap ita lism  in  its  death 
agony finds itse lf. He does not 
elaborate on th is  theme nor fo l­
low  i t  to its  inev itab le  conclu­
sions. To do so would be to ex­
pose h im se lf in  the eyes o f the 
workers as an agent of the bosses, 
try in g  to lead the w orkers to the 
ro lls  to vote fo r th e ir  m orta l en­
emy.

The cap ita lis t produces not fo r 
use, but on ly in  order to sell and 
make a p ro fit. I f  there is no m ar­
ket then (he goods p ile  up in  ware­
houses, the factories close th e ir  
doors, the workers starve w h ile  
the cap ita lis ts  set about to  
slaughter en tire  populations, blow 
up b illions  of do llars w orth  o f na­
tion a l riches in  th e ir  figh t fo r  
markets.

The na tiona l wealth flow s in to  
the hands of an ever na rrow ing  
c irc le  of corporations completely 
dominated hv a handfu l o f cap ita l­
ists who perform  no func tion  in  
production whatsoever. A t the 
same tim e the in d u s tr ia l machine 
becomes so complex, involves such 
an in tr ic a te  organization, requires 
such a vast num ber of workers 
fo r its  operation, is so h ig h ly  p ro­
ductive, tha t i t  is  completely ripe

1 fo r  the next stage o f society’s

development, (he socia list system I 
of production fo r  use instead of 
p ro fit. U

DOESN’T  LEW IS  SEE TH E  
DANGER OF FASCISM HERE? g

Sure ly i t  should he obvious to , 
Lew is th a t W all Street, in  order 6 
to compete w ith  the cap ita lis ts  i 
who are now locked in  m ilita ry  (- 
c o n flic t fo r  dom ination o f the v 
w orld  m arket, w i l l  a ttem pt to l 
crush the Am erican trade un ion ;  
movement, thus reducing the t 
Am erican workers to the “ econo- j 
m ic and social status of chattel 
slaves.”  ,

I t  was th is  con trad ic tion  of ca- i 
p ita lism — dynam ica lly  expanding j 
productive forces in  a na rrow ing  \ 
w orld  m a rk e t. . .which faced I ta l-  s 
ian cap ita lism  a f te r  the la s t j 
world war. The cap ita lis ts  there < 
succeeded in  im posing t l ie ir  “ solu- ; 
t io n ” — th a t is, fascism, w h ich t 
started its  ho rrib le  and hfoody ; 
task by smashing the labor move- > 
ment. i

I t  was Ib is  con trad ic tion  of ca- ( 
p ita lism  w hich the German im- J 
peria lis ts  staved o ff by in s ta llin g  ! 
H it le r . They w iped ou t the las t ) 
rem nants of the labor movement 
in  Germany. i

I t  happened again in  Spain.

In  France and England, the ca- . 
p ila lis ts , faced w ith  th is  same 
con trad ic tion , in s titu te d  a m il ita ­
ry  fo rm  o f cap ita lis t d ic ta torsh ip  
w h ich  regim ented the labor move­
ment and took away ove rn igh t a ll 
the gains w h ich had been made 
through decades o f pa in fu l s trug ­
gle.

Now the labor movement in  the 
United States faces the same te r­
r ib le  and inescapable problem. 
Yet Lew is demands th a t labor 
shu t its  eyes and vote fo r one of 
the tw o candidates whom W a ll 
Street has set up to act as its  ex­
ecutive officer in  W ashington.

W hat is involved in  the coming 
period is no th ing  less than the 
fate of the en tire  trade un ion 

: movement in  the U n ited States, 
i Am erican cap ita lism  has reached 
: the cross roads. W ith  the com- 
: plete fa ilu re  of the New Deal i t  
- now has no a lte rna tive  bu t some 
? fo rm  o f cap ita lis t d ic ta torsh ip  
5 th a t w i l l  stamp ou t in  blood the
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F IG H T  W IT H  T H E  
SO CIALIST W ORKERS PAR TY

ON T H E  W A R  FR O N T:
F o r :
1. M ilita ry  tra in in g  o f  w orkers, financed 

by the governm ent, under c o n tro l o f 
the trade unions.

2. The establishm ent o f  special o ffice rs ’ 
tra in in g  camps, financed by the gov­
ernm ent and con tro lled  by the trade 
un ions, to  tra in  w orkers to  become 
o fficers .

3. Confiscation o f  a ll war p ro fits— a ll 
com pany books to  be open fo r  trade 
u n ion  inspection.

4. E xp ro p ria tio n  o f  a ll war industries 
and th e ir  ope ra tion  under w orkers ’ 
con tro l.

5. Trade u n io n  wages fo r  a ll w orkers 
d ra fted  in to  the arm y.

6. F u ll equa lity  fo r  Negroes in  the armed 
forces— Down w ith  J im  Crowism.

7. A n end to  secret d ip lom acy.
8. A people ’ s re fe rendum  on any and 

a ll wars.

A T  H O M E :
For:
1. A  jo b  and decent liv in g  fo r  every 

w o rker.
2 . T h ir ty - th ir ty — $30  weekly m in im u m  

wage— 30 h o u r weekly m ax im um  fo r  
fo r  a ll w orkers on a ll jobs.

3. $30  weekly o ld  age and d isa b ility  
pension.

4. F u ll social, p o lit ic a l and economic 
equa lity  fo r  the Negro people.

5. W orkers Defense Guards against v ig i­
lante and fascist attacks.

6. A tw e n ty -b illion  d o lla r Federal pub lic  
works and housing p rogram  to  p rov ide  
jobs fo r  the unem ployed.

7. E xp rop ria te  the S ix ty  Fam ilies.
8 . A n Independent Labor P arty  based on 

the Trade Unions.
9. A  W o rk e r’s and F arm er’ s G overn­

ment.

The Main Question
The trade unions arc demonstrating increas­

ing concern over the problems posed by the onset 
of universal m ilita ry conscription.

In an effort to cope with some of these prob­
lems, several measures have been instituted or pro­
posed by various unions. Many unions have es­
tablished dues exemptions for drafted members 
in qrder to maintain their union status. Steps are 
being taken to protect conscripted members against 
lapse of union insurance policies. Union contracts 
are being drawn up to include a clause guarantee­
ing the immediate return of jobs to union con­
scripts upon completion of their m ilita ry  service. 
Union leaders and ranks are opposing discrimina­
tion in draft exemptions and are sharply protest­
ing the anti-labor composition of the draft boards.

A ll of these union policies are worthy—so far 
as they go. Yet they fa il to deal with the main 
problem: How does organised labor propose to 
defend the interests of the unionists while they aré 
in the m ilita ry machine?

I t  is all very well for a worker to feel that his 
Union membership w ill be safeguarded while he 
is in the armed forces, that his insurance w ill be 
maintained, that he has the minimum assurance of 
a job when—and if— he returns. But how about 
the fact that after years of bitter combat in d riv ­
ing back the open-shop regime in industry, the 
drafted union man must now submit to an even 
more vicious open-shop rule in  the army?

The drafted workers are being thrust into the 
grip of reactionary officers who are accustomed to 
treat the ranks like dirt. The rights and needs of 
the common soldiers rarely concern the well-paid 
lickspittles scrambling for promotions in the of­
ficers corps. These bourgeois career-men would not 
hesitate, as in the last war, to toss away the lives 
of the worker-soldiers like rubbish in adventur­
istic actions which add up only to another stripe 
on some major’s sleeve.

What means of protest against bad food and 
shelter do the unions offer the worker-recruits? 
.What means of defense do the unions propose

against the spite and venom of contemptuous and 
labor-hating disciplinarians with unlimited power 
of court-martial? How do the unions expect to 
maintain the principle of the union wage while 
millions of workers and their dependents must ac­
cept existence on the $21 and §30 monthly pay 
now tossed like a dry bone to the army privates?

Yet, even these immediately vexing evils fade 
into insignificance before a more ominous and far- 
reaching menace: the use to which the armed forces 
w ill be put i f  the present officer caste continues 
to dominate the m ilita ry machine.

The army and navy are as much the tools of 
the possessing class as the National Guard. (Every 
union man loathes the National Guard as a strike­
breaking agency employed by the boss government 
against the workers.) The army officers are schooled 
by official manuals which openly declare one of 
the prime purposes of the federal armed forces to 
be the quelling of “ domestic unrest” . In the lan­
guage of the boss-class, “ domestic unrest”  means 
any struggle of the workers for their rights.

That the present m ilita ry  staffs w ill be ready 
and eager to smash the workers’ struggles is cer­
tain. Drawn largely from the ranks of the middle- 
class and rich; trained in exclusive m ilita ry col­
leges which d rill them in caste superiority; quick 
to kowtow and connive in order to win promotion, 
the present officers are in natural accord with the 
aims of the financial and industrial magnates.

The only aim of the ruling class is to safeguard 
its property interests and exploit labor to the fu ll­
est degree. That is why the present m ilitary heads, 
in the exact manner of their French counterparts, 
w ill not hesitate to surrender to and even support 
the vilest reaction and fascism in order to protect 
the possessions of the rich at the expense of the' 
lives of the workers and soldiers.

We are most insistent that the workers, con­
fronted with universal militarism, war and reac­
tion, must have fu ll training in the use of arms. 
But the workers must have union rights and con­
ditions in the armed forces. And they must be able 
to influence the course and direction of their armed 
struggles. To secure these ends, we propose:

M ilita ry  training of the workers, financed by 
the government, under the control of the trade 
unions.

The establishment of special officers’ training 
camps, financed by the government and controlled 
by the trade unions, to train workers to become 
officers.

The measures proposed so far by union leaders 
tend merely to answer the problems of the worker 
after he is demobilized. Our program answers the 
real problem, the problem of the worker W IT H IN  
the boss-ruled armed forces.

Significant Words
What are we fighting for? asks British labor. 

Inarticulate, unorganized, the opposition to  im­
perialist war is nevertheless spreading. In distorted 
form it manages to exert its pressure upon the 
m ilita ry  dictatorship now ruling Great Britain.

“ Britain and her allies are determined to pro­
duce a just order in Europe,”  Minister of Labor 
Ernest Bevin told the restless British workers in 
a radio broadcast October 23; “ and to recreate it 
on the basis of freedom, free association and 
equality. We w ill never tolerate again masses of 
unemployed or poverty. We w ill not recognize 
privilege or place. A juster scheme of things is our 
aim.”

Significant W'ords! Labor wants an end to war 
and capitalist dictatorship be it fascist, m ilitary, 
or democratic. The government finds itself obliged 
to appeal to this sentiment in order to keep the 
workers fighting a little  longer. But the govern­
ment thereby only succeeds in strengthening this 
sentiment.

The British workers, like the workers of the 
other imperialist nations dragooned to fight the 
capitalist war for domination of the world mar­
ket, w ill find their way in the coming period to 
the program of the Fourth International.

And this program, pointing the w'ay to so­
cialism^ the society of the future, w ill make it pos­
sible for the workers to really bring about what 
they want, an end forever of unemployment, pov­
erty, and privilege.

Hands O ff the C. P.
The action of the courts in banning the Com­

munist Party from the ballot in New York can 
be taken by the class conscious worker in no other 
way than as a blow directed at the labor move­
ment as a whole. We say this without making 
any concession to Stalinism.

Revolutionary opposition to Stalinism was in i­
tiated by the Trotskyists and has been led by them 
for seventeen years. We speak w ith fu ll authority 
as the most intransigeant foes of Stalinism.

Why, then, do we oppose the removal of the 
Stalinists from the ballot?

The answer is simple. The ban issued by the 
New York courts may be the first step in general 
repression of workers’ organizations, as the United 
States plunges into the second world war. As such 
the ban must be opposed by every trade unionist 
and friend of labor.

But more directly, the act of the courts can 
lend the Stalinists a halo of martyrdom and re­
furbish their false authority among the workers 
as a revolutionary party. This possible result is 
the most perfidious and dangerous threat to the 
labor movement since it would strengthen the posi­
tion 'of Stalinism.

The job o f crushing Stalinism as a political 
force cannot be farmed out to capitalist reaction. 
Labor itself must cleanse its ranks of the Stalinist 
influence. That is why we say to the capitalist 
courts, hands o ff the Communist Party 1

Leon Trotsky and the 
Anniversary of October

By A L B E R T  G O LD M A N
The Russian Revolu tion continues to live  in  

tw o ways. I t  lives because nationa lized p ro p e rty  
continues to exist w ith in  the Soviet Union. I t  
lives also by v ir tu e  of the existence of an organ­
ized section of the w o rk in g  class devoted to the 
task of defending the Soviet Union through the 
overthrow  of the S ta lin is t bureaucracy and the 
extension of the October R evolu tion throughout 
the world.

Leon T ro tsky 's  analysis of the nature of the 
Soviet Union as a degenerated w-oVers’ state 
makes it  possible foe us to celebrate the ann iver­
sary of the Russian R evolution know ing th a t not 
a ll o f its  achievements have been destroyed. T ro t­
sky ’s defense o f the p rinc ip les un de rly in g  the Rus­
sian Revolu tion is responsil le fo r the existence of 
a movement devoted to those p rinc ip les and the re­
fo re  able to  celebrate the ann iversary  o f the Rus­
sian Revolution.

And the re in  lies the greatest of a ll of T ro tsky 's  
great con tribu tions to the cause o f working-class 
em ancipation.

*  *  *

T ro tsky ’s analysis of the nature o f the Soviet 
Union and the causes fo r its  degeneration is the 
most im p o rtan t single factor in  preven ting  the 
advanced section of the w o rk ing  class from  g iv ing  
way to the deep d is illus ionm ent th a t demoralized 
such a large section of the group fo rm erly  con­
nected w ith  the revo lu tiona ry  movement.

The idea lis tic  in te rp re ta tion  offered by the m id ­
dle-class in te llec tua ls  amounts to th is : "The Revo­
lu tion  fa ile d  because cunn ing and unscrupulous 
people pushed aside able idealists. E very revo lu ­
tio n  m ust meet the same fate. Hence there is 
no use to struggle fo r the socia lis t revo lu tion .”

In  con trad is tinc tion  to the idea lis tic  in te rp re ta ­
tion  o f the middle-class in te llectua ls , T ro tsky  fu r ­
nished us w ith  a materia l is t ic  exp lanation of the 
nature o f the Soviet Union and the causes fo r 
its  degeneration. Th is is no t the place to go in to  
a detailed explanation of th a t analysis. A  bare 
ou tline  w il l  suffice to indica te the tremendous 
difference between a M arx is t and an idea lis tic  
approach to th is  a ll- im p ortan t social problem.

W hat was the m ain social conquest o f the Rus­
sian Revolution? The na tiona liza tion  by the pro­
le ta rian  state of the means o f production. Have 
the new property  re la tions created by the Revolu­
tio n  been destroyed and has priva te  property  in  
the means o f production been re-established? The 
answer is in  the negative.

True, the po litica l superstructure has been rad­
ic a lly  altered since the Revolution. The demo­
cra tic  ru le  of the masses in  a ll Soviet in s titu tio n s  
has been destroyed. The backwardness o f the 
country, the death of the best p ro le ta rian  ele­
ments d u rin g  the C iv il W ar, the weariness of 
the masses, the fa ilu re  of the p ro le ta rian  revo lu ­
tion  to arise in  the more advanced countries, en­
abled the bureaucracy to concentrate a ll power in  
its  hands and destroy a ll form s of Soviet democ­
racy. B u t nationalized p ro p e rty  s t i l l  rem ains 
and the bureaucracy depends fo r its  existence on 
nationalized property.

The social ru le  o f every class can and does 
assume d iffe re n t po litica l forms. The cap ita lis t 
class can and does ru le  under democratic, m on­
arch ica l and fascist forms. P ro le ta rian  ru le  m ust 
have democracy in order to  achieve its  objectives 
hut th a t does not mean th a t under certa in  h is ­
to r ic  conditions and fo r a certa in  length o f tim e 
the ru le  o f the w o rk ing  class cannot be represent­
ed th rough  the d ic ta to rsh ip  o f a bureaucracy o r 
even of an in d iv idu a l.

Then why, asks the superfic ia l person w ith  an 
a ir  o f p ro fu n d ity , do you blame S ta lin  i f  condi­
tions made his v ic to ry  possible? F o r the same 
reason th a t we place the blame upon the im pe­
ria lis ts  o f the d iffe re n t nations fo r the im p e ria lis t 
w ar even though wo recognize tha t, in  the last 
analysis, im peria lism  and not the im peria lis ts  are 
responsible.

DEFENSE OF THE SOVIET UNION
T ro tsky  is not the on ly  one responsible fo r the 

existence o f nationalized p ro p e rty  in  the Soviet 
Union. To h im , o f course, h is to ry  w i l l  a llo t a 
tremendous share o f the cred it fo r the R evolution 
which was the cause of nationalized property  com­
ing in to  existence. T ro tsky, however, is respon­
sible fo r  the fac t th a t we understand the nature 
of the Soviet Union a t the present tim e.

And i t  is  ou r knowledge of the na ture o f the 
Soviet Un ion tha t gives so much more m eaning 
to our celebration of the ann iversary o f the Rus­
sian Revolution.

Above a ll T ro tsky  drew logica l conclusions 
from  his basic premises. To consider the Soviet 
Union as a w orkers ’ state meant to assume an 
ob ligation to defend i t  in  any struggle against the 
forces o f im peria lism , even though the S ta lin is t 
bureaucracy was gu id ing the destinies of the w o rk ­
ers’ state, and even though the bureaucracy com­
m itted a po litica l c iim e  in  in it ia t in g  the struggle. 
A ny other conclusion would make the concept of 
workers’ state com pletely meaningless from  the 
po in t o f v iew  of a po litica l a ttitu d e  towards the 
Soviet Union.

The m a jo r pa rt of his w r itin g s  in  the las t nine 
m onths of h is life  dealt w ith  the controversy then

rag ing  in  the ranks of our pa rty . In  essence his 
polemics against the m in o r ity  tha t s p lit away 
from  the ranks of the F ou rth  In te rn a tio n a l was 
a con tinuation  of his strugg le against those who 
denied the character of the Soviet Union as a 
w orkers ’ state.

Fortunate  indeed was our pa rty , and conse­
quen tly  the whole revo lu tiona ry  movement, th a t 
the GPU did not succeed in  m urdering  T ro tsky 
before the controversy between the m a jo rity  and 
the m in o r ity  of the Socia list W orkers P a rty  took 

„place. T ro tsky ’s artic les against the m in o rity - 
sp litte rs  constitu te  some of his most powerfu l 
polemical w ritin g s .

Reduced to its  s im plest term s the question in ­
volved in the s trugg le  w a s : Should a M a rx is t p a rty  
defend h igher form s of p rope rty  re la tions against 
low’er form s? Stated in  th is  m anner (and th a t is 
the on ly  correct way of s ta tin g  i t )  i t  becomes 
d iff ic u lt  to see how i t  was possible fo r such a 
controversy to occur in a M arx is t party . B u t the 
circumstances were such tha t a group composed 
m a in ly  of m iddle-class in te llectua ls  los t its  bear­
ings and, under the pressure of the democratic 
bourgeoisie, i t  adopted a pure ly  id ea lis tic  position.

FOUGHT AGAINST THE STREAM
Most of those who, because of th e ir  d is illu s io n ­

m ent w ith  the Soviet Un ion under S ta lin is t con­
tro l,  re jected the theory  th a t the Soviet U n ion 
was s t i l l  a w orkers ’ state, d id  not end there. T he ir 
d is illus ionm ent brought them to the po in t o f break­
in g  w ith  a l l the fundam ental princip les o f M arx­
ism.

Repelled by the ug ly  to ta lita r ia n is m  of the 
S ta lin is t bureaucracy the middle-class in te llectua ls  
confused the bureaucracy w ith  the w orkers ’ state 
and w ith  the socia lis t revo lu tion  and rejected a ll 
three.

In  th is  period of reaction the revo lu tiona ry  
movement would have been com pletely dem oral­
ized and destroyed (to  be revived no one knows 
when) had not T ro tsky  been w ith  us to fight 
fie rce ly  and e ffe c tive ly  aga inst th is  reac tiona ry  
d is illus ionm ent and on behalf of the princip les 
th a t made the Russian R evolu tion possible.

D id any one o f the d is illus ioned in te llectua ls  
a ttem pt to show th a t there was an effective sub­
s titu te  fo r  revo lu tiona ry  M arxism ? They had 
no th ing  to o ffe r except— bourgeois democracy. 
Some ta lk  about "dem ocratic socia lism ”  but es­
sen tia lly  th e ir  theories reduce themselves to de­
fend ing bourgeois democracy.

Re jecting the p rinc ip les of the Russian Revo­
lu tio n  the d is illus ioned ones could find no th ing  
bette r to embrace than cap ita lis t democracy. In  
the very  period when th a t democracy was p rov ing 
its  complete impotence in  so lv ing a s ingle m ajor 
problem con fron ting  m ankind ! In  the very pe­
rio d  when h is to ry  placed before us the sole a lte r­
natives of fascism or p ro le ta rian  democracy, the 
d is illus ioned ones began to craw l back to  the 
bosom of the bourgeois democracy th a t was being 
destroyed before th e ir  very eyes.

From  th is  the d is illus ioned in te llec tua ls  jum p­
ed to the conclusion th a t any discip lined pa rty  
m ust of necessity degenerate regardless of social 
conditions. Because S ta lin  chrono log ica lly  fo llo w ­
ed Len in  therefore S ta lin ism  is the logica l and 
inev itab le  outcome o f Lenin ism .

ONLY THE LENINIST PARTY 
CAN W IN!

I t  devolved m a in ly  upon T ro tsky  to sha tte r 
every one of the argum ents w h ich the in te llectua ls  
attem pted to  present. Consciously he saw i t  as 
his duty, in  the m idst of d is illus ionm ent and reac­
tion . to save the best elements fo r  the pro le ta rian  
revo lu tion  to come.

In  th is  task personal friendsh ip  or previous 
services to the p ro le ta rian  movement counted for 
naught w ith  T ro tsky. E very  one who dared raise 
any doufjts and thus weaken the revo lu tiona ry  
movement fe lt  the lash of his pen. To h im  the 
socia list revo lu tion  was eve ry th ing and its  achieve­
m ent was impossible w ith o u t a Bolshevik p a rty —  
democratic, centra lized, d iscip lined. The ve ry  m is ­
take tha t he made in  his early years on the ques­
tion  o f such a pa rty  made h im  a ll the more de­
term ined to prevent others from  m aking s im ila r 
m istakes.

A ga inst the d is illus ionm ent of the in te llectua ls  
he p itted  his Marxist, analysis of the period in 
which we arc liv in g , li is  exp lanation of the reac­
tion , his undy ing  fa ith  in  the p ro le ta rian  revo lu ­
tion , his f irm  conviction th a t on ly  a d iscip lined 
p a rty  grounded on the princ ip les o f revo lu tiona ry  
M arxism  could achieve tha t revo lu tion .

To educate the vanguard in the m idst of the 
deepest reaction the w o rk in g  class has ever passed 
through and to keep th a t vanguard loya l to the 
p rinc ip les of the Russian Revolu tion were T ro t­
sky's tasks. The very existence o f our p a rty  is 
eloquent testim ony th a t he accomplished those 
tasks.

Celebrating the ann iversary of the Russian 
Revolu tion w ith o u t accepting and defending the 
p rinc ip les unde rly ing  th a t R evolution is im pos­
sible. T ha t we are ce lebra ting  the ann iversary of 
th a t Revolu tion a t the present m om ent when a ll 
around us rage pessimism and d is illus ionm en t is 
due solely to the w o rk  o f Leon T ro tsky.

An Army M ajor 
Tells Some 
Truths

B y A R T  PREIS
A  devastating in d ic tm e n t o f the o ffice r caste in 

the a rm y  has ju s t  been made by an a u th o rita tiv e  
spokesman, M a jo r M alcolm  W hceler-N icholson, in  his 
book, “ B a ttle  Shields o f the Republic”  (M acm illia ti 
Co.), published la s t week.

H is ch ie f charge is directed aga inst the prom otion 
system in  the arm y, w h ich is based no t on capacity  
to lead troops in  ba ttle  bu t upon fa v o ritis m  and 
sen io rity .

The young o ffice r ou t o f W est P o in t is sent to 
an a rm y post where he is buried in pure paper-w ork, 
records and red-tape rou tine  reports. He has no urge, 
the book states, to study the problem s o f modern 
w a rfa re .

The ch ie f concern o f the young o ffice r is no t the 
readiness o f his u n it  fo r  ba ttle , bu t securing a fa v o r­
able “ e ffic iency repoTt’”  fro m  his colonel; fo r  his 
prom otion is based on sen io rity  and the good graces 
o f his superio r officers.

The basis o f the colonel’s “ e ffic iency”  re p o rt is 
personal op in ion. As a resu lt, the young o ffice r m ust 
p lay  up to the colonel’s pre judices and wangle his 
w ay in to  the same social circles. M a jo r W heeler- 
N icholson cites the  case o f a lieu tenan t who received 
an unfavorab le  "e ffic ien cy  re p o rt”  a f te r  h is  dog 
chased the ca t be longing to  the Colonel’s w ife .

A s  a re su lt o f th is  system, the M a jo r po in ts  out, 
m ost o f the officers reaching h igh  ra n k — by the 
process o f stepp ing in to  dead mens’ shoes and p u llin g  
a ll the s tr in g s— are am ateur d ip lom ats f ir s t  o f a ll, 
and ra re ly  firs t-c lass soldiers. In  add ition , th e ir  en­
t ire  tra in in g  has been in  paper-w ork adm in is tra tion , 
and they are w h o lly  un fitte d  fo r  leadership in  rea l 
w ar.

The book makes th o ro u g h ly  c lear the co rru p tio n  
and connivance w hich characterizes the a rm y  reg im e.

In  addition, M a jo r W heeler-N icholson asserts th a t 
the same system  is in  fo rce  in  the Reserves and N a­
tio n a l Guard, where the o ffice rs are even m ore in ­
adequate. He m a in ta ins  th a t the average o ffice r in  
the  Am erican Reserve o r N a tion a l Guard knows less 
about w a r than the average German p riva te .

A  m ost serious e ffe c t o f the present a rm y  sys­
tem . as the book po in ts  out. is th a t the officers are 
b ro ug h t to  h igh  ran k  when they  are a lready too old. 
The general o fficers average abou t 60 years in  age, 
a lm ost exa c tly  th a t o f the  French and B r it is h  generals 
who- fa iled  aga inst H itle r .  The heads o f the  N a z i a rm y 
average bu t fo rty -fiv e .

CIVIL WAR OFFICERS 
WERE DIFFERENT

The N o rth  m ig h t have lo s t the C iv il W a r i f  G rant, 
Sherman, Sheridan, E m ery  U pton, James H . W ilson 
and A lexander Mackenzie had n o t f in a lly  Ibeen placed 
in  command o f the  U n ion  A rm ies. The average ago 
o f these s ix  when the y  took command was th ir ty -  
three years, and n o t one was fo rty - fiv e  a t the end o f 
the w ar. W heeler-N icholson states th a t i f  the  present 
system had been in  fo rce  back in  1863 no t a s ingle 
one o f these b r i l l ia n t  m il ita ry  men could have become 
a general, fo r  the system does no t p e rm it p rom otion 
fo r  a b ility ,  on ly  dem otion fo r  dem erit— w hich m ost 
o ften  means fa il in g  to smooth some offic ious general 
the r ig h t  way.

This system can provide on ly  the type o f a rm y 
leadership w h ich  abandoned the F rench w o rkers  and 
soldiers to  the m ercy o f the N azi.

B u t a l l is n o t lost, according to' an a rtic le  in  the 
October 18 issue o f U n ited  States News, an “ inside”  
p o lit ic a l dope-magazine fo r  W a ll S treet. The evils 
po in ted ou t by W heeler-N icholson, begrudg ing ly  
acknowledged by the News, w i l l  be changed.

“ REFORMS”  THAT CHANGE NOTHING
A ccord ing  to' the News, prom otion  fro m  the ranks 

has become a defin ite  p a r t o f the fu tu re  a rm y p ro ­
gram . Special schools are being planned to prepare 
enlisted men— not dra ftees— fo r  commissions. B u t 
n o t a l l en listed men. The plan provides th a t any en­
lis ted  re c ru it  m ay enter one o f these schools a fte r  a 
year o f re g u la r tra in in g — “ i f  he has a college edu­
cation” . T h is  contem plated re fo rm  m ay provide a lo t  
m ore paper-w ork  officers fro m  the ranks o f the  w e ll- 
to -do  who can a ffo rd  to send th e ir  boys to college, bu t 
gives l i t t le  hope fo r  com petent leadership where the 
bu lle ts f l y  th ickest.

The U . S. News a rtic le  also reveals plans to re ­
duce the snobbishness and “ s tu ffe d -s h ir t”  a ttitud e  
o f the officers. The officers arc being encouraged to 
become more close to  the ranks, but, “ O f course”  th is  
does n o t mean “ d r in k in g  and chum m ing w ith  them .”  
Jus t an occassional pa t on the head!

This new a ttitu d e  is no t m otiva ted by genuine 
sym pa thy fo r  the o rd in a ry  re c ru it. Oh, no! The a rtic le  
makes th is  clear when i t  states, “ O peration o f a tank 
o r plane w ith  three o r fo u r  men cramped in to  a t in y  
cockp it leaves the o ffice r-in -charge  l i t t le  in c lin a tio n  
to be tho ugh t a 's tu ffe d  s h ir t ’ by the mechanics on 
whose s k il l h is li fe  m ay depend.”

H arsh  m a rtin e t d iscip line is to go also. Accord ing 
to  recent ins truc tions  from  the a rm y  h igh command, 
new rec ru its  arc n o t to be given d isc ip lin a ry  confine­
ments— “ where such punishm ent can be avoided” .

Instead, a more in s p ir in g  in fluence w i l l  be em­
ployed to  keep the rec ru its  in line. Says the U . S. 
News, “ The A rm y  is re ly in g  on the wom en's influence. 
Now  each a rm y  post is t<y have a ¡lost m atron o r 
‘m othe r’.”  Come, son, te ll m other a ll!

T h is  balderdash proposed as re fo rm s fo r  the a rm y  
ru l in g  system m ere ly  adds fu r th e r  p ro o f o f the hope­
less weaknesses o f the whole o ffice r system. I t  cannot 
he otherw ise. F o r the present a rm y  command is an 
extension o f the ru lin g  reg im e o f the degenerate 
c a p ita lis t system. So long as the boss class runs the 
a rm y  i t  w i l l  move heaven and ea rth  to close the doors 
o f the  officers corps to the ta len ted w orkers and 
tested un ion figh ters.

*  *  *

C a p ita lis t w a r is exac tly  like  c a p ita lis t economics: 
wc go to  w a r to  ge t the  peace to  ge t the s treng th  
to  go to  w a r to ge t the peace, etc., etc.


