
WALL STREET WINS ANOTHER ELECTION
WEST COAST 
SHIP TIE-UP 
STILL FIRM

Greek Resistance Slows Down Ita lians

SAN FRANCISCO, Nov. 3— 
The Pacific Coast steam schooner 
s tr ik e  continued th is  week w ith  
the deadlock unbroken, fo llow ing  
re jection  by the unions of Sec
re ta ry  P erk ins ’ a rb itra tio n  propo
sal.

W ith  17 steam schooners o f the 
coastwise trade tied up, members 
of t lie  M arine Firem en, M arine 
Cooks and Stewards, and the Ma
rin e  Engineers are on s trike , the 
Sailo rs ’ Union of the Pacific lock
ed out..

A n tic ip a tin g  increased govern
m ent pressure on the un ion^ fo l
low ing  the national elections next 
week, the shipowners apparently 
have gone back on th e ir  im 
plied promise of a $5 increase. 
The boss press has ins is ten tly  
raised the phony “ national de
fense’’ w a il, and the shipowners 
expect that when next Tuesday 
has been safely tucked away the 
government, w i l l  move in and tu rn  
on the boat.

M eanwhile the M arine E ng i
neers, instead of ho ld ing fast to 
the sort of un ited un ion fro n t 
o r ig in a lly  proposed by the Sailors 
Union of the Pacific, have reduced 
th e ir  o rig in a l demands.

The u n ity  proposal o f the SUP, 
w h ich would b r in g  the unions to 
gether to act co llective ly  as they 
did  under the old M a ritim e  Fed
era tion , has been met on ly w ith  
the phony S ta lin is t excuses of the 
Bridges’ machine.

The agreement which the SUP 
proposed was:

“ I t  is hereby agreed among the 
fo llo w in g  unions: SUP, MFOW, 
MM & P, and M EBA, tha t the 
unions pool th e ir  e ffo rts  to secure 
new agreement on the steam 
schooners and that no union or 
unions shall re tu rn  to w ork  u n til 
a ll unions secure new agreements 
satisfactory to th e ir  own mem
bership.

“ I t  is  fu r th e r agreed th a t no 
o ffic ia l, union or unions shall sub
m it any po in t in  dispute on the 
steam schooners to a rb itra tio n  of 
any type or form .

“ I t  is also agreed th a t th is  
agreement shall be b ind ing  upon 
f lic  Headquarters and the Branch
es of a ll un ions-'signatory hereto, 
and it  is fu lly  understood tha t in 
the event th a t any union or un
ions v io la te  th is  agreement before 
a il unions have agreement satis
fac to ry  to th e ir  own membership, 
or any un ion or unions subm it, or 
agree to subm it, any point in  d is
pute to a rb itra tio n  of any type, 
a ll other unions signatories hereto 
shall be released from  th is  agree
m ent.”

To th is  proposal of the SUP, 
the S ta lin is ts  have replied on ly 
w ith  evasise excuses. The Voice 
of the Federation, organ of the 
CP w a te rfro n t machine, declares 
th is  week in  an ed ito ria l tit le d  
“ Hang Together or W e’l l  Hang 
Separately.”

"A  d isun ited labor movement, 
ru n n in g  o ff in  d iffe rent d irections 
at the same tim e— despite the fact 
th a t we a ll want the same tilin g , 
better wages, hours and conditions 
-—can never preserve unions in 
th is  day and age.”

These are weasel-words of the 
most obvious sort, in  view' o f the 
S ta lin is t actions in  the steam 
schooner s trike . I f  the Bridges’- 
contro lled unions mean what the 
Voice says fo r  them, a ll unions 
involved in  the schooner beef 
would now he acting  in  unison.

Training Camp 
News Blocked 
By Censorship

FO RT D IX , N . J. Nov. 4— Re
po rts  th a t a s tr ic t  censorship is 
being exercised a t the A rm y  post 
here have been circu la ted in  the 
press. The reports  include the 
charge th a t releases o f news
paper correspondents are cen
sored, th a t on ly  authorized o ffic 
ers are pe rm itted  to speak to 
newspapermen, and th a t the en
listed men were being de liberate
ly  prom pted by the a rm y  au tho r
itie s  to w r ite  home and present 
a favo rab le  im pression o f condi
tions in !the t ra in in g  camp.

These reports  b rough t a denial 
fro m  Colonel H e rbe rt D. Forrest, 
ch ie f o f s ta ff. F o r ty - fo u r th  D iv i
sion. In  his denial, Colonel F o r
rest disclosed th a t a special pub
lic  re la tions office and officers 
has been set up fo r  the d iv is ion 
“ to fa c il ita te  the dissem ination 
o f accurate fac ts  to  the many 
newspaper correspondents on the 
p o s t . . . ”

He added, “ A n y  authorized 
newspaper man m ay ge t item s of 
o rd in a ry  news value from  the 
PRO’S and item s o f questionable 
nature w il l  no t be supplied u n til 
authorized by the  d iv is ion  PRO.”

Ind ication, th a t some re s tr ic tio n  
is be ing exercised in the p ro v i
sion o f news, espsecially fro m  the 
ranks, is given in Colonel F o r
res t’s add itiona l s t a t e m e n t ,  
“ News correspondents are ex
tended every courtesy to in te r
view' specific persons o r inspect 
parts  o f the area, w ith  the PRO 
or qualified o ffice r rem a in ing 
w ith  them du rin g  the in te rv iew  
or inspection.”  Few arm y p r iv 
ates can be expected to speak 
th e ir  grievances openly before 
th e ir  officers, fo r  fe a r o f punish
m ent o r reprisa ls .

The s ta f f  also announced the 
re -o rgan iza tion  o f the m il ita ry  
police, w ith  a special d iv is ion fo r  
“ counter-subversive a c tiv itie s .”  
Th is usua lly  means protests 
aga inst bad conditions.

TROTSKY ON THE 
GPU

Watch for the next—Nov
ember— issue of FOURTH IN 
TER N ATIO NA L.

Featuring the article on 
which Leon Trotsky worked 
from the first of June until 
the time of his assassination:

“The Comintern and the 
G.P.U.”

Union Leaflet 
Brings Arrests 
At Ford Plant

Electric Union 
Wins Leviton 
NLRB Election

N E W  YO RK, Oct. 29— A fa v 
orable settlement, o f th e  nine- 
week-old s tr ik e  o f 1,500 workers 
o f the Lev ilon  M an u fac tu ring  Co., 
e lectrica l supplies firm , appeared 
near as the s trike rs , by an 18-1 
m a jo rity  in an N L R B  election, 
designated Local 3, In te rn a tion a l 
"Brotherhood o f E le c tr ica l W o rk 
ers. A F L , as th e ir  collective b a r
ga in ing  agency. W ith  93 percent 
o f the e lig ib le  w orkers voting. 
1299 voted fo r  the union, on ly 70 
against.

Mass p icke ting  o f the Lev iton  
p la n t has been continuous since 
A ug ust 22, when the s tr ik e  be
gan. The w a lk -o u t was called 
a fte r  the m anagem ent had re 
fused a ll demands fo r  union re 
cognition, wage increases and im 
proved w o rk ing  conditions.

The company b itte r ly  fought the 
union, and attem pted to ru n  scabs 
in to  the p lant. On October 15, th e  
management called the local d ra ft 
d irec to r and asked fo r police aid 
in ertabling some scabs allegedly 
o f d ra ft age, holed up in  the plant, 
by the pickets, to leave unm olest
ed in  order to reg is ter fo r the 
d ra ft. The un ion exposed th is  
move as an a ttem pt by the com
pany to get police aid in  runn ing  
scabs not out of bu t in to  the plant.

F rom  the s ta r t  o f the  L e v i
ton battle the management raised 
a howl about "na tiona l defense."

Wall Street Profits Soar

Bethlehem Steel pro fits  fo r the 
th ird  quarte r of 1940 have soared 
lo  6 percent h igher than the high-’ 
cst. pre-depression corresponding 
quarter, in  1929, Eugene Grace, 
head of the g iant steel trus t, an
nounced last week. Net profits 
fo r the three months ending Sep
tember 30 were $12,462,288, com
pared vyith the 1929 take of $11,- 
766.473. a fte r a ll deductions fo r 
taxes, in c lud in g  allowances for 
the new Excess W ar-P rofits tax.

T ha t th is  pro fit is just chicken- 
iced to what the com ing months 
w ill b ring  to tbe Bethlehem cou
pon-clippers, is indicated by 
Grace’s fu r th e r report tha t orders 
on the Bethlehem hooks at the 
end of September totaled $1,123,- 
081,930, o r v ir tu a lly  fou r times 
the back-logs of $288,521 487 on 
June 30. T h is  tremendous in 
crease in  orders is due en tire ly  
to government contracts; Bethle
hem Steel has received 28-30 per
cent of a ll naval contracts.

The latest reported Bethlehem 
profits arc 250 percent greater 
than the $5,377,470 melon cut in 
the th ird  quarter of 1939.

These phenomenal pro fits are, in 
part, a d irect re flection o f the 
open-shop po licy of Bethlehem

Steel, which recently received the 
sanction of the Roosevelt adm in is
tra tion , The U. S. D is tr ic t Court 
of Appeals two weeks ago upheld 
a series o f N LR B  ru lings  against 
the Bethlehem corporation, charg
ing  i t  w ith  “ a p la in  v io la tio n ”  of 
the W agner Act. T h is  decision 
was nu llified  in  advance by the 
expressed policy of the federal ad
m in is tra tio n  tha t v io la tions of the 
federal labor laws are no bar to 
war con tract awards.

In  add ition  to the w ar pro fits 
made by Bethlehem Steel, the 
.Veic York Timex  last week dis
closed its  com pila tion of the pro
fits of the firs t 150 leading cor
porations so fa r reported fo r the 
firs t nine m onths of 1940. The 
net aggregate income fo r these 
150 corporations was $341,971,003, 
an increase of 31.9 percent over 
the $259,124,379 reported fo r the 
same period o f 1939.

Republic Steel showed a 224 per
cent pro fit gain. Jones and Laugli- 
lin  Steel gained ,¡.110 .7 percent. 
Libby-Owens-Ford, the flat-glass 
monopoly, whose executive head, 
John Biggers, is on the National 
Defense Commission, made $7,314,- 
781, oi1 a gain of about 100 per
cent. P a trio tism  pays!

DEARBORN, M ich., Nov. 2 — 
Three weeks a fte r t lie  U. S. C ir
c u it Court of Appeals upheld the 
p rinc ip le  of "free  speech”  by a 
ru ling , in  t lie  Ford M otor-N LRB 
case, tha t H enry Ford lias the 
r ig h t  to d is tr ibu te  anti-un ion l i te r 
ature to h is eniployees, 25 mem- 
fe rs  of the United A uto W orkers- 
CIO union were arrested fo r dis- 
I r i tu t in g  pro-union leaflets a t the 
big R iver Rouge Ford plant.

The arrests occurred F riday, 
when United Auto W orkers organ
izers and members attempted to 
hand-bill Ford w o rke rs ’as pa rt of 
the big Ford organ iz ing campaign 
which the union is try in g  to get 
under way.

The latest arrests followed the 
day a fte r M unic ipa l Judge L ila  
M. Neuenfelt, in  a test case in 
vo lv ing  R. J. Thomas, UAW  pres
ident, ruled th a t the anti-hand-- 
b ill d is tr ib u tio n  ordinance was un
constitu tiona l. Thomas’s case, was 
dismissed by Judge Neuenfelt oft 
Ihe grounds tha t a previous Dear
born ordinance req u iring  a license, 
fo r leafle t passing had been inva
lidated by the s ta te  supreme court. 
She likew ise stated the un ion 
must be protected in  its  r ig h ts  of 
iree speech corresponding lo  
those granted Ford by the U. S. 
C ircu it Court of Appeals decision.

W hile  Dearborn offic ia ls an
nounced th e ir  in ten tions of ap
pealing Judge Neuenfelt’s ru lin g  
to the Wayne County circuit, 
court, in  an e ffo rt to secure an 
In ju nc tio n  against the union con
tending tha t a local justice  was 
“ not the proper o ffic ia l to deter
mine so im portan t a question,”  
the latest. 25 arrested un ion men 
were being hailed before another 
Justice, Leo R. Schaefer, who o r
dered a ll to stand tr ia l.  Ho rulfed 
tha t Justice Neuenfelt’s decision 
was not b ind ing, th a t a ru lin g  
from  a h igher cou rt was neces
sary.

T H E  BOSS A N S W E R
T his was the answer the UA.W- 

CIO received to its  plea fo r o ffi
c ia l “ pro tection”  when it  an
nounced Thursday, a fte r Thomas’s 
case was dismissed, th a t i t  i n 
tended to "d e fy " fu rth e r attem pts 
to prevent un ion leafle t d is tr ib u 
tions by a big tu rn-out a t a ll Ford 
gates the next day a t 2 P. M.

The phony ordinance on which 
the arrests have been based pro lii- 
b its  handb ill passing on certa in 
streets, m a in ly  those leading to 
the Ford p lant, “ as a precaution 
against tra ffic  congestion." P rev i
ous congestion has usually been 
precip itated by the ganging up 
of F ord ’s “ service men”  on any 
union ag ita to r who happened to 
appear.

A t the tim e of Ihe court ru lin g  
in  the Ford-N LRB case, CIO lead
ers and press had hailed i t  as a 
great union- v ic to ry . Igno ring  the 
portions favorable to Ford, the 
union o ffic ia ls  pointed lo tha t 
part of the decision o rdering  Ford 
lo  cease in te rfe r in g  w ith  union 
organ ization, in d ica tin g  tha t ii 
constituted a m ajor weapon in  o r
ganiz ing F ord ’s.

The present arrests are evidence 
tha t Ford does not in tend to sub
m it to the c o u r t ’ ru ling s  w ithou t 
a tierce battle. The problem of 
o rgan iz ing Ford  s t i l l  is one which 
on ly the d irec t action o f the auto 
workers can solve.

Japanese Withdraw 
Forces in South 
Part of China

Labor's Only Road 
Is Organization of 
Independent Party

By G EORGE STER N
The Ita lia n  w a r machine has 

ev iden tly  no t been able to  m a in 
ta in  the same k ind  o f schedule 
th a t M usso lin i has always boast
ed he imposed upon the Ita lia n  
ra ilw a y  system. The degree o f re 
sistance offe red toy the puny fo rc 
es o f the Greeks has o f necessity 
no t been great, but i t  has ap
pa ren tly  been g re a t enough to 
prevent M usso lin i’s m ountain 
troops fro m  m ak ing  i t  an easy 
ja u n t over the A lban ian  passes.

M eanw hile those who were 
w a tch ing  T u rkey  to  see w hat 
would happen g o t th e ir  answer 
la s t week from  President Inonu, 
who Announced continued T u rk ish  
n e u tra lity  despite p r e v i o u s  
pledges o f assistance to  the 
Greeks in  case o f a ttack. The 
continued concentration o f G er
man t troops on the Rum anian- 
B u lga rian  border and the con
s ta n tly  repeated th re a t o f a d irect 
German a ttack  on the Dardanelles 
m ay mean th a t the T u rk ish  stand 
w ill ava il li t t le .  W hen the d ip lo 
m atic  maneuvers are done w ith , 
the A x is  drive  fo r  the  N ear East 
w i l l  continue a t the N azi pace.

*  *  *

M eanwhile on the F a r Eastern 
f ro n t  there are ample indications 
of new developments o f consider
able m agnitude. Las t week Jap
anese forces began a system atic 
w ith d ra w a l from  the  south China 
province o f K w angsi. N ann ing, 
the p rov inc ia l cap ita l, was reoc- 
cupied by the Chinese. A  few 
days, la te r , evacuation, o f the 
K w a ng tu ng  island base of W ai- 
chow. was. announced.. Rumors 
soon, m u ltip lied  these, evacua
tions. Chinese reports  said tha t 
the Canton area m ig h t likew ise 
soon be reoccupied. S im ila r ly  in 
Centra l China the Japanese were 
reported ly  p lanning to  fa ll back 
from  Yochow and Ichang, fa r 
therm ost po in ts reached in last 
sp ring ’s Y angtze r iv e r  offensive.

The c u rre n t exp lanation in the 
press here is th a t the Japanese 
are p re pa ring  fo r  ho s tilitie s  
against the B rit is h , in  p a rtic u la r 
aga inst Hongkong, on the South 
China coast, and the naval base 
a t Singapore. In  suppo rt o f th is  
i t  is reported th a t m any o f the 
evacuating forces are being con
centrated on Hajnan, island o f f  
the South China coast.

However such a move would 
n o t ‘be enough to exp la in  in  its e lf 
such extensive Japanese w ith 
draw als fro m  Chinese fron ts . 
Japan’s m ain problem in the un
fo ld in g  w a r s itua tion  has been 
the liqu ida tion  o f the stalem ate 
in China in order to free Jap
anese forces fo r  fu r th e r  adven
tures aga inst the B ritish .

To th is  end a considerable e f
fo r t  has been made in recent 
m onths to ge t Gen. Chiang K a i- 
shek to ta lk  peace w ith  the Jap
anese. Chiang, who can c learly  
see a Japancse-Am erican clash in 
the o ff in g , has been in a position 
to take a s t i f f  stand. In  a ll p rev
ious parleys and presentations of 
peace term s, Chiang has always 
demanded Japanese evacuation o f 
Chinese te r r ito ry . This, u n t il now, 
the Japanese have always refused 
to concede.

I t  m ay be, however, th a t the 
present w ithd raw a ls  are p a rt o f 
the la tes t Japanese a ttem p t to 
woo the C hungking reg im e into.

(Continued on Page 2)

Flash!
Out of 551 precincts in Twin 

Cities, 509 with complete returns 
show voting as follows:
Carlson S.W.P. 2179
Thomas S.P. 1647
Aiken S.L.P. 968
Browder C.P. 719

Out state returns not yet avail
able.

No Labor Party  
On National Ballo t

M IN N E A P O LIS , M inn., Nov. 4— 
In  a s t ir r in g  appeal broadcast 
early  th is  evening over s tation 
W LO L, Dr. Grace Carlson, candi
date o f the T ro tsky is t A n ti-W ar 
Party fo r U. S. Senator from  M in 
nesota, called on the w orkers and 
farm ers to cast th e ir votes 
against the oppression and v io l
ence of cap ita lism  and fo r the 
socia list reconstruction of society, 
by supporting her candidacy to 
m orrow.

Dr. Carlson, in  th is  wind-up 
speech of the moBt vigorous m i
n o rity  party  campaign ever con
ducted in  th is  state, declared:

“ C apita lism  is a g rea t des
tro y e r o f human lives. Not. only 
are m illio ns  o f young men m u r
dered in  its  bloody wars, b u t’ each 
year, hundreds o f thousands o f 
men, women and ch ildren die 
needlessly because o f the fa ilu re  
0/  cap ita lism  to  prov ide them  
w ith  the means o f life — adequate 
food and c lo th ing, w arm  houses 
and proper medical care.”

Scoring tlie  trag ic  iro ny  of want 
am idst p len ty, Comrade Carlson 
said, “ The United States is the 
foremost, cap ita lis t power in  the 
world , but she cannot insure lives 
o f peace and p len ty fo r  the Am er
ican people. Tw o-th irds of the 
w orld 's gold is in  Am erican 
vau lts; Am erican warehouses are 
bu lg ing w ith  surp lus food, A m er
ican cotton growers destroy acre 
a fte r acre of luxu rious  cotton 
plants, yet ‘one-th ird of the na- 
tion  is ill-fed , ill-c lo thed and il l-  
housed.’ ”

Exposing the roots o f the wars 
and m isery of modern society as 
g row ing  from  tlie  soil of capital- 

(C ontinued on Page 3)

Bethlehem Steel 
Blasts Lewis' Hope 
For "Deal"

John L. Lewis's “reasonable 
hope” that his support o' 
Willkie would be rewarded by 
a "reasonable” deal with Beth
lehem Steel, open-shop foe of 
the CIO, was sent glimmering 
as Eugene Grace, Bethlehen 
chairman, announced through 
the press on October 31 that 
the firm is not negotiating 
with the CIO.

Grace added, to make the 
point emphatic, that the Beth
lehem bosses still held that a 
signed contract was not a 
necessary part of collectivi 
bargaining. This is the bosses’ 
way of informing Lewis that 
he can still cook and serve the 
broth for their table, but will 
continue to eat out in the k it
chen by himself.

Third Term Heralds 
Beginning of Basic 
Changes in Politics

ANTI-PICKETING  
STATUTE VOID  
IN OREGON

S A L E M , Ore., Oct., 26— O re
gon’s rea c tion a ry  a n ti-p icke tin g  
law , passed by  s tate referendum  
tw o  years ago, was declared un 
cons titu tiona l today by a 5-1 de
cision o f the state Supreme 
Court.

The decision was undoubtedly 
the resu lt o f a p ro tes t cam paign 
in it ia te d  by the A F L , CIO and 
R ailroad Brotherhoods alm ost im 
m edia te ly a fte r  the s ta tu te  w ent 
in to  e ffect.

Considered the m ost s tr in g e n t 
a n ti-p icke tin g  and a n ti-s tr ik e  law 
o f its  k ind, the s ta tu te  p roh ib ited  
alm ost every fo rm  o f p icketing , 
forebade “ ju r is d ic tio n a l”  s trikes 
— a phrase th a t served to  outlaw  
every s tr ik e  by p e rm ittin g  the 
bosses to tag a ‘‘ju r is d ic tio n a l”  
label on i t — a n d -d ra s tic a lly  c u r
ta iled the r ig h ts  of the unions to 
raise funds fo r  p o litica l purposes 
o r aid to  s is te r unions.

Negro Sailors Put In Brig

Because they wrote a le tte r pro.: 
testing the in to le rab le  J im  Crow 
conditions in  the U. S. N avy and 
sent i t  to- the N egro press, 15 
yottng colored tnessmen on the 
U.S.S. Philadelph ia  have been 
clapped in to  the b rig , according 
to w ires received th is  week by the 
Pittsburgh Courier.

They are being punished, ac
cord ing to the Courier, "because 
they used the dem ocratic process 
to appeal against th e ir  m is trea t
m ent.”
- In  th e ir  le tte r of protest (re 
prin ted  in the Socialist Appeal of 
Oct. 12 from  the Courier)  these 
boys bad related the story of d is
c rim in a tio n  against them as Ne
groes on the ship, how th e ir job 
opportun ities were curta iled  and 
th e ir  chances fo r advance in  pay 
and rank fa r more lim ite d  than 
those of the w h ite  sailors.

They were treated as "sea-going 
bell hops, chambermaids and d ish
washers,”  th e ir  work " l im ite d  to 
w a iting  on table and m aking beds 
for the officers.”

They complained tha t “ in the 
last nine m onths there have been 
nine mess attendants given so li
ta ry  confinement on bread and wa

1er”  as a resu lt of “ the tread ing 
on and k ic k in g  around we receive 
here (w ith o u t being able to do 
any th ing  about i t ) . ”

In  exp la in ing  why they were 
s ign ing th e ir  names to the le t
ter. "regardless of any action the 
Navy au tho rities  may take' or 
whatever the consequences may 
be,”  they said:

“We only know that it could 
not possibly surpass the mental 
cruelty inflicted upon us on this 
ship.”

In  the Navy, evidently, im p r i
sonment is the reward fo r com
p la in ts  of any k ind . I f  you’re 
being kicked around, you’ve no 
r ig h t to say a n y th in g  about it. 
even in a le tte r to friends outside. 
The officer caste, which runs ev
e ry th in g  in  the most autocratic 
way, won’t lik e  it.

Only the strugg le fo r union con
tro l of m il ita ry  tra in in g  w ill 
abolish J im  Crowism  in  the armed 
forces.

Only a system of un ion condi
tions in  the armed forces w i l l  per
m it the men through th e ir com- 

l m ittees to present grievances con 
- corn ing th e ir  conditions, w ithout 
i- fe a r of reprisals.

The re fusa l o f the A m erican 
t r a d e  union bureaucracy to  
launch an independent labor pa r
ty  d u rin g  the past period bore 
its  inev itab le  f r u i t  a t the po lls 
Tuesday w ith  the  re-e lection o f a 
boss governm ent.

The second w orld  w ar now 
fla m in g  over Europe and the F a r 
E ast likew ise saw its  re fle c tion  in  
the election. F o r the f irs t  tim e  
in  the h is to ry  o f the U n ited  
States a president is serv ing  his 
th ird  term .

The election re tu rns  show th a t 
the masses are fa r  more d is
turbed over the w orld  s itua tion  
than they are over b reaking p re
cedents. B u t the unceremonious
ness w ith  w h ich  the masses 
brushed aside the no th ird  te rm  
custom po in ts d ire c tly  to more 
profound changes in fu tu re  p o li
tics in the U n ited  States. The 
death agony o f cap ita lism  has be
gun to  have its  e ffe c t o il the 
po litica l consciousness o f the 
workers and fa rm ers .

W ith o u t the s ligh te s t doubt a 
c lear call fo r  an independent 
labor p a r ty  from  anyone o f the 
loading- trade un ion bureaucrats 
such as Lew is, Green, etc., du r
in g  the past year would have 
flashed lik e  a spark in  a powder 
magazine among the workers, re 
leasing a bu rs t o f enthusiasm  
th a t would have undoubtedly 
made such a p a rty  a m a jo r con
tender in  the na tiona l po litica l 
field.

B u t Lew is, H illm a n , and the 
res t o f the W a ll S tree t lieu ten
ants remained m ute u n t il the 
pres identia l cam paign reached 
the la s t laps then came out fo r  
one o r the o ther o f the c a p ita lis t 
parties. Green advised the w o rk 
ers to le t th e ir  “ conscience”  be 
th e ir  guide—-d ifficu lt advice ’ to  
fo llo w  i f  th e ir  “ conscience”  re 
jected the boss pa rties  on the 
ba llo t.

A  rem arkab le  o p p o rtu n ity  to 
launch the d rive  fo r  an indepen
dent p a rty  o f L ibor was thus 
kn ifed  in the back.

As in previous elections the 
cam paign was com ple te ly dom
inated by the two ca p ita lis t p o li
t ic a l parties, the Dem ocratic and 
Republican. A s in previous elec
tions they had no fundam enta l 
d ifferences in program . A  vote 
f j r  e ith e r o f them was a vote fo r  
the- bosses and th e ir  rule.

B u t the election p la tfo rm s  o f 
the tw o parties were likew ise as
ton ish ing ly  a like. N e ith e r o f them 
d iffe re d  an io ta on m atters o f 
ca p ita lis t po licy e ith e r fo re ign  or 
domestic. Both favored “ peace,”  
both favored the so-called New 
Deal “ re fo rm s,”  both claim ed 
themselves “ friends o f labor,”  
both asserted big  business would 
n o t s u ffe r  i f  they acted as its  
representative in W ashington. 
The cam paign consequently re 
volved on secondary and te r t ia ry  
issues even looking a t i t  fro m  the 
v ie w po in t o f W a ll S treet.

The re-e lection o f Roosevelt 
means the in tensified app lica tion  
and development o f his policies 
towards plunging- the U n ited 
States in to  the w o rld  w ar. The 
election o f W illk ie  n a tu ra lly  
would have made no diference on 
tin’s score o r on any o f the o the r 
problems fac in g  the A m erican 
c a p ita lis t class.

The drive  aga inst labor and its  
past gains w il l  be intensified.

[ I C iv il libe rtie s , free speech, free-
(Continued on Page 2)

Carlson Campaign in Minnesota Points the W ay
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Write to us—tell us what’s going on in your part of the 
labor movement—what are the workers thinking aboutf—tell 
us what the bosses are up to— and the G-men and the local cops—  

and the Stalinists—send us that story the capitalist press didn’t 
prin t and that story they buried or distorted— our pages are open 
to you. Letters must carry name and address, but indicate i f  you 
do not want your name printed.

Stalinist Henchmen Follow Lewis 
In Giving Support to W illkie

Worker Asks Information 
From Petty-Bourgeois 
Revisionist Group

E d ito r :
Here is a copy of a le tte r I have 

sent to the so-called W orkers 
Party .

E d ito r  Labor A c tio n :
November ■1, 1940.

John I,. Lew is has ju s t conclud
ed a po litica l pact w ith  the Re- 
publican Party, the more reac
tion a ry  tendency in  Am erican cap
ita lism , ju s t as S ta lin  made a 
pact w ith  the Nazis, the most re
actionary tendency in w orld  im 
peria lism . Both Lew is and S ta lin  
were prompted by pure ly  oppor
tu n is tic  aims and motives. They 
acted in  the most b ru ta l and bu
reaucra tic manner, in ju r in g  the 
in terests and arousing the resent
m ent and revu ls ion of workers 
everywhere.

1 should now lik e  to ask you 
potty-bourgeois rev is ion is ts  who 
sp lit away from  the F ourth  In te r 
national because of its  uncondi
tiona l support to the Soviet Union 
when involved in w ar w ith  a capi
ta lis t country  the fo llow ing  ques
tions:

1. In  view  of the reactionary 
policies and actions of John L. 
Lew is in the present presidentia l 
con flic t, does the CIO s t i l l  rem ain 
a w o rke r’s organization?

2. I f  a CIO union, say the 
U n ited M ine W orkers, led by Le
wis, should in it ia te  an attack up
on a company union contro lled by 
the bosses or th e ir  im m ediate 
agents, wh ich side should we sup
port ?

S. W ith  Lew is in contro l of 
its  leadership, can we assert in  
advance that, as revo lu tion is ts , we 
uncond itiona lly  support the CIO 
in  any con flic t w ith  the bosses?

4. How could the cause of the 
w orkers be best defended in  such 
a struggle? By rem a in ing neutra l?  
Or by demanding, as a precondi
tio n  fo r pa rtic ipa tion  on the CIO 
side the removal of Lewis? Or 
by figh ting  against the bosses and 
th e ir  agents at the side o f the 
CIO members, w h ile  exp la in ing  to 
them  the necessity o f r id d in g  
themselves of th e ir  reactionary 
leaders, like  Lewis?

5. How does your position on 
these questions of labor po lities 
harmonize w ith  your a ttitud e  of 
ind ifference or h o s tility  toward 
the analogous problem of the de
fense of the Soviet Union?

G. E.
P.S. I f  possible could I have 

an au th o rita tive  answer from  
your expert on th is  question, Pro
fessor Burnham ?

Demands Equal Rights 
Be Extended to Women 
In All Fields

E d ito r:
Equal r ig h ts  fo r women is the 

demand of every woman who un
derstands th a t th is  need no t be a 
man's w orld  alone, tha t some of 
the outstanding con tribu tions to 
science, lite ra tu re , the a its  and 
cu ltu re  of the world have been 
made by women. The reason tha t 
there have not been more such 
con tribu tions is tha t there has 
not been equa lity  of opportun ity  
fo r both sexes.

A ll through the campaign, the 
Republican pa rty  has pointed 
proud ly to the p lank in  its  cam
paign p la tfo rm  ca lling  fo r equal 
r igh ts  fo r women. T h is  is the 
ch ie f reason why so m any women 
are supporting W illk ie . B ut the 
real a ttitud e  o f W illk ie  and his 
cohorts is revealed in  the text of 
the campaign lite ra tu re  of the 
Wendell W illk ie  Club here is  M in 
neapolis, in  which i t  is stated that 
W illk ie ,"  i f  elected, "w i l l  appoint 
as a representative of labor in  the 
cabinet, an honest, able and rep
resentative labor M AN” — and they 
capitalize it ,  ju s t lik e  tha t.

They are opposed to Frances 
Perkins, not because she is an ap
pointee of Roosevelt’s, not because 
she has made some very had deci
sions—as she most ce rta in ly  has— 
not because she is tied to tire De
m ocratic machine and not to the 
workers, but because she is a 
wom an!

T h is  is the equa lity  of which 
W illk ie  and his colleagues boast 
To oppose an in d iv id u a l any
where, in  po litics, in  business, in 
science, in  the arts  o r on the job 
because she is  a woman is m edi
eval. T h is  is the method of the 
fascists, not of libera ls, not of 
organized labor.
M inneapolis

B. G.

B y L Y D IA  B Y D E L L
D ir tie s t and m ost cyn ica l o f a ll 

the po litica l opportun is ts  t ra il in g  
in John L. Lew is ’s wake are the i 
S ta lin is ts  and th e ir  CIO hench
men. E ver since October 25 when 
Lew is made his h is to rica l rad io 
be traya l o f A m erican labor, the 
K re m lin  boys have been outdoing 
themselves in the a r t  o f double
dealing.

The D a ily  W orke r blossoms out 
before its  s ta rtled  public one day 
w ith  a fu ll-pa ge  advertisem ent 
fo r  W illk ie  and a Voice o f the 
People speaks up in  the columns 
o f its  b ro ther sheet. F re ihe it. 
wondering how come. W hereupon 
the ed itors o f F re ih e it “ exp la in ." 
The Com m unist pa rty , they say, 
cannot be held responsible fo r  
sources o f income th rough  the 
sale o f ads by the D a ily  W orker, 
since the paper was “ sold”  and is 
now owned by tw o  old ladies o f 
v irg in a l p o lit ic a l innocence (the 
th ird  o f the tr io  having recently 
died and turned up in her o b it
ua ry  as a member o f the Com
m un ist p a rty .)

S ta lin ite  stooge Len De Caux, 
ed ito r o f the CIO  News, in its  is
sue o f Novem ber 4 th row s the 
p a rty  line  around lik e  a rope 
a rt is t.  The paper beams w ith  
praise o f Lew is and his “ g reat 
ro le,”  “ courageous leadership”  
and “ constant w ise guidance.”  
One a fte r  another o f the second 
and th ird -ra n k  leadership o f the 
CIO (known th rou gh  sad exper
ience to the rank and file  as close 
“ fe llo w  trave le rs ”  i f  no t actual 
members o f the C. P.) comes fo r 
ward in its  pages w ith  wreaths 
and garlands to place on the brow 
and la y  a t the fe e t o f th e ir  
“ g re a t leader,”  John L. Lew is. 
Sometimes one a lm ost feels they 
have him  confused w ith  another 
oppo rtun is t be trayer o f labor 
named Joseph S ta lin .

H A H R Y  BRIDG ES 
FOR W IL L K IE

Loudest and most obscene of 
them is H a rry  Bridges who on 
Novem ber 1st stood up and did 
his w e ll-know n tra ined  seal act 
before 700 members o f the CIO 
In d u s tr ia l Union Council in San 
Francisco-. He repeated fo r  W ill-  
k ie 's benefit the l i t t le  t r ic k  of 
se ll-ou t he perfected in  1986 when 
he conducted his labo r ag ita tion  
Under the slogan o f “ D e feat Lan- 
don a t a ll costs”  and used his 
in fluence to  postpone s tr ik e  ac
tion  o f the M a ritim e  Federation 
in order no t to  em barrass Roose
ve lt, then run n ing  fo r  a second 
term .

A ltho ug h  “ no t endorsing any 
candidate,”  B ridges made i t  very 
p la in  th a t the m ost im portan t 
job  before labo r was to  see that 
Lew is remained as president ol 
the CIO. Since John L. him sell 
has a lready declared he w il l  re 
sign fro m  the CIO presidency il 
W illk ie  loses, the conclusion b 
obvious th a t S ta lin is t H a rry  is 
ask ing fo r  votes fo r  the Repub
lican candidate.

“ The New Deal doesn’t  like 
me,”  w a ils  Bridges, “ and. wants 
to  ge t r id  o f me— and soon w ill 
i f  I  haven’t  go t the support ot 
organized labor and its  leaders.’ 
H av ing  thus be la ted ly  adm itted— 
and on ly because his own m isera
ble hide is in  danger apparently 
—- th a t no t the bourgeois govern
ment but the s trong  f is t o f o r
ganized labor is the on ly guaran
tee o f pro tection to  the trade 
union movement, B ridges pulls 
the kn ife  ou t o f one side o f the 
back o f labo r and plunges i t  in tc 
the o ther by asking support fo i 
W illk ie .

SUPPO RT LE W IS  
“ 100 P E R C E N T ”

C la im ing th a t Roosevelt is 
betiding tow ard  a fo rm  o f d ic
ta to rsh ip  w h ich w il l  s m a s h  
labor's  r ig h t  to organize, he says 
“ w ith  the reelection o f the pres i
dent now in the  W hite  House 
you’re w e ll on you r w ay to tha t 
k ind o f a set-up.”  So fa r  so good! 
B u t then comes an unequivocal 
sta tem ent: “ I  am 100% in sup
p o rt o f John L. Lew is on every
th in g  he said.”  Since Lew is was 
heal'd to say th a t he favored the 
election o f W illk ie , B ridges m ust 
take the next log ica l step, which 
he does in  true  S ta lin ite  fashion. 
“ I t  takes a man like  Roosevelt,’ ’ 
he theorizes, “ to be a d ic ta to r 
because a W illk ie  never could.”

W h a t is there  to stop him ? 
W ho is W illk ie  anyw ay? Does 
he have less W a ll S treet backing 
than Roosevelt ? Is he less con
scious o f his class ro le in  support 
o f cap ita l aga inst labo r than 
Roosevelt? B ridges, S ta lin is t be
t ra y e r  o f the w o rk in g  class, does 
a c lum sy job  o f w h ite -w ash ing 
John L . Lew is ’s—-and W all 
S t  r  e e t 's — a lte rna tive  candidate 
fo r  the presidency. Inc iden ta lly , 
he also puts the C.P. in  an em
barrassing spot in respect to its  
E lection P la tfo rm  o f 1940, pub
lished before Lew is made his deal 
and speech. W ill they suppress 
the sentence on page 7 which 

, reads, “ Republican advocacy of

ELECT I ON G R IE VANCE
Earl Browder stated in a radio 

speech that the Democratic or
ganization in New York aimed to 
capture 200,000 Communist votes 
by keeping the C. P. off the bal
lot, and tjius assure victory for 
Roosevelt.

“I f  Mr. Roosevelt cannot win 
this election without Communist 
votes.” Browder declared, “he has 
no right to win it at all.”

Outside of a Trotskyist who
ever would have thought Roose
velt was going to welch on the 
Pceple’s Front too?

TROTSKY MEMORIAL FUND

The w e ll-p racticed technique o f 
telegram sending lias been played 
fo r a ll it 's  w o rth  in th is  eom- 
paign of support to Lewis's new 
po litica l betrayal. Not only every 
k ind of CIO organ izationa l set
up from  organ iz ing committees 
through unions to state and re
gional bodies, hut every Townsend 
un it, Negro organization, farm  
association and youth group 
where the O. P. could wangle en
dorsement of a message got its  
pat across to John L.'s shoulder. 
Even a number of A F L  “ rank and 
file rs" were persuaded to give 
voice to th e ir  synthetic  enthu
siasm.

P A N E G Y R IC S  TO 
T H E  “ L E A D E R ”

I f  there were any doubt as to 
the source of in sp ira tion  fo r many 
o f the telegrams reproduced, one 
look at th e ir  w ord ing is a dead 
give-away. “ Congratula tions on 
the most g lorious and courageous 
position taken by a real leader of 
labor. 1 wholeheartedly support 
your objectives." (Ju rich , In te r
national F isherm en). “ We............
pledge our unstinted and whole
hearted support to fo llow  his (Le
wis's) great leadership and to go 
along w ith  the policies as outlined 
in th is  p res iden tia l e lection.”  
(Packinghouse W orkers’ officers). 
“ We declare our sincere belief 
that the m illio n s  o f workers and 
th e ir  fam ilies w ill . . . b ring  about 
an overwhelm ing defeat of F. D.

Roosevelt.”  (N M U ). "Y o u r lead
ersh ip needed more than ever. 
Count me in  as one o f those who 
stand so lid ly  behind you.”  (E d
ward T. Cheyfitz). " I  am in  com
plete agreement w ith  you r objec
tives." (Lew is M e rr ill.)  “ Endorse 
your stand 100% and urge a ll our 
members to  vote fo r W illk ie .”  
(U t i l i t y  W orkers O rganizing Com
m ittee). “ Congratula tions on* your 
stand in re fus ing endorsement to 
Roosevelt because of li is  fa ilu re  
io fu lf i l l  ob ligations and promises 
to labor.”  (M ichael Q u ill) .

“ The officers of th is  local w ill 
exhaust every avenue to convince 
our memberschip tha t your posi
tion  is correct.”  (U n ited Rubber 
W orkers). “ We shall do every
th in g  possible to make your speech 
come tru(> and also make i t  in i 
possible fo r you to resign as pres
ident of the CIO." (Robb, Ind iana 
In d u s tr ia l Union Council). "1 as
sociate m yself w ith  you and a ll 
that you have said and approve 
w ithou t reservations." (B erry , 
P r in tin g  Pressmen).

These opportun ists and lic k 
sp ittles! IIo w  they tram p le  each 
other in the mud to  get on the 
bandwagon. They long ago lost 
a ll regard fo r p rinc ip le  and a ll 
concern fo r the basic p o litica l in 
terests of the w o rk ing  class. Now 
they have le ft on ly that cheap con 
s idera tlon w h ich  is the one item  
in  the baggage o f every opportu
n is t: “ Who can pay me the most ; 
to h im  I shall sell o u t!”

Negro Resolution on War
(Resolution adopted by the 

Political Committee of the Social
ist workers Party.)

(1.) M ilita r iz a tio n  o f the  U n it 
ed States, in c lud in g  conscrip tion 
poses before the w orkers  in a 
more acute fo rm  a ll the problems 
involved in  the death agony o f 
cap ita lism . The m ain po litica l 
answers and the corresponding 
tac tica l approach were outlined 
in the reso lu tion  on m il ita ry  
pc/licy adopted by the Chicago 
Conference o f the Socialist W o rk 
ers P a rty .

T h is  reso lu tion analyzed the 
falseness and complete ba nkru p t
cy o f a ll the old lib e ra l ca p ita l
is t, re fo rm is t, S ta lin is t and p a c if
is t p rogram s and movements in 
the face o f the death agony o f 
cap ita lism . I t  analyzed th e ir  role 
in weakening and d isa rm ing  the 
w orkers and tu rn in g  them  over 
tied  hand and fo o t to th e ir 
enemies. I t  pointed ou t th a t “ in 
the  lepoch o f m ilita r is m  g re a t 
questions can be decided on ly  by 
m il ita ry  means,”  th a t “ the epoch 
o f the death agony o f cap ita lism  
. . .  can be b rough t to an end on ly 
by the de fin itive  v ic to ry  o f the 
p ro le ta r ia t.”

(2.) Th is is tru e  fo r  the w o rk 
in g  class as a whole, and applies 
w ith  especial force fo r  the Negro 
people.

As long as the bosses contro l 
m il ita ry  tra in in g , the N egro faces 
the same dangers as the wdiite 
w o rke r: th a t the armed forces 
w i l l  be used aga inst his in te rests ; 
th a t the o ffice r caste m ay cap it
ulate, sabotaging the  s trugg le  o f 
the w o rke rs ; th a t i t  w i l l  'be used 
to establish a m il ita ry  d ic ta to r
ship in w a r t im e ; th a t i t  w il l 
th ro w  away m illio ns  o f w o rkers ’ 
lives in  im p e ria lis t adventures.

IN  A D D IT IO N : The Negro 
faces the c e rta in ty  th a t bosses’ 
con tro l w il l be used to m ainta in  
and fu r th e r  the system o f Jim  
Crowism  in the armed forces.

famous “ Secret In fo rm a tio n  Con
cern ing B lack Am erican Troops,”  
in  w h ich they cautioned the 
French no t to  t re a t Negroes as 
equals o r w ith  respect, since they 
m ig h t en te rta in  “ undesirable as
p ira tio ns .”

It, is because of th is , and be
cause the general s ta ff ('ears so li
d a rity  between black and w hite  
sold iers in  the same way a boss 
fears such so lid a rity  in his fac
tory, tha t J im  Crow continues In 
ilie  armed forces in  w artim e as 
an extension o f iis  use in  c iv ilia n  
life  in  peace tim e.

Consequently, the Negro suffers 
eve ry th ing  the w h ite  soldier 
does, and in  add ition  he finds the 
general s ta ff adapting “ peace-time 
J im  Crow”  to the conditions of 
w ar and conscrip tion as fo llows:

how to he a w a ite r, cook or valet. 
They are not pe rm itted  to attend 
the naval academy at Annapolis.

Negroes in  the in fa n try  are 
used p rin c ip a lly  fo r tw o k inds of 
w o rk : as laborers in  the labor 
ba tta lions where they dig  trench 
es. fo rtif ica tio ns  and la trines, or 
as suicide, squads in the most dan
gerous sections of the fron t.

Only a sm all percentage of the 
Negroes are perm itted  to become 
officers, and they are J im  Crowed, 
too. Regiments which are a ll Ne 
gro are usually officered by 
whites, not Negroes, and w h ite  
regim ents arc never officered by 
Negroes. Negroes are not wanted 
in  the h igher councils of the A r 
my, where the J im  Crow policies 
are form ulated. Only one has 
ever risen h igher than the rank 
o f colonel, and th is  exception was 
dictated by the m om entary po li
tica l needs o f the A dm in is tra tion  
nor because of any fundamental 
change in  the rule.

M IN N . S P E C IA L  E D IT IO N  
10,000 C O P IE S !!!

A ll branches th is  week w ill re 
ceive (a long w ith  th e ir  b ills )  a 
sample copy o f the M innesota 
E d ition  o f the S O C IA L IS T  
A P P E A L . 10.000 o f these special 
A P P E A LS , w ith  a com pletely 
d iffe re n t fro n t page designed fo r 
the local cam paign issues were 
ordered by the T w in  C ities tw o 
weeks ago. The appearance o f 
the im pressive M IN N E S O T A  
A P P E A L  clim axed a genuinely 
Bolshevik propaganda cam paign 
around the senatoria l candidacy 
o f D r. Grace Carlson.

A ll d u rin g  the m onths of the 
campaign the large Minnesota 
bundle-orders had been u tilized  to 
fu rth e r election w ork . However, 
when the 10.000 Specials h it  town, 
forces in (lie T w in  C ities were 
mobilized to get every single pa
per in to  a working-class home. 
Maps o f selected areas in  w o rk ing  
class d is tr ic ts  had previously been 
prepared, squads organized to 
cover them. These squads leaped 
in to  action, and before the week 
was over had successfully com
pleted th e ir  task. The Minnesota 
comrades at. the same tim e never 
fo r a m om ent forgot the problems 
of the center in  th e ir  zeal. The 
money fo r the issue reached us 
even before the bundles a rrived  in 
M inneapolis. (W ith  tha t type of 
cooperation, comrades, we can put 
out a d iffe re n t special ed ition  ev
e ry  week.)

B U F F A L O  JO IN S  
A P P E A L  A R M Y  

B U F F A L O , N . Y .— “ Here’s 
some more money on our b ill, ”  
w rite  ou r industrious A P P E A L  
workers in  B u ffa lo . “ Hajd a sm all 
Red Sunday yesterday— collected

§1.22 house-to-house. O nly tw o  o f 
us out; and B O TH  T O G E TH E R . 
And th is  on 30 papers— about ten 
o r more given aw ay! T h a t’s the  
best I ’ve done here at one tim e .”  
We ra the r th in k  your average 
m usts be som eth ing comrades 
elsewhere would like to  a tta in . G.

GOOD W O R K  IN  
M IL W A U K E E

M IL W A U K E E . W ise.— “ O u r  
sale of Appeals at Seaman Body, 
UAW-CIO has caused a r ip p le  in  
ilie  plant and among CP'ers who 
are pow erfu l the re ,”  w rite s  the 
new and you th fu l M ilwaukee 
branch. “ We have contacted a 
leading m ilita n t who is very much 
interested in  w hat t ile  Appeal has 
(o say. l ie  purchased several last 
week and passed them around in  
the plant and a large num ber of 
members are reported to have seen 
it. We are p lann ing  a real Ap
peal concentration at the p lan t 
next week . . . ”  Send on a report 
o f how i t  worked out comrades, 
and don’t  hesitate to ask i f  a t 
any tim e you desire add itiona l co
operation a t th is  end . . .

JE R S E Y  P O LL  A TTR A C TS  
ST. P A U L  U N IO N IS T S  

ST. P A U L . M inn.— “ The head
line  on (he New Jersey Conscrip
tion  P o ll was a very a ttra c tiv e  
one fo r  the Trade U n ion is ts  here. 
I  sold that, issue at the CIO  
Packing-house U n ion ,”  w rite s  I. 
S.. “ and they took the paper 
eagerly and stum bled up the 
s ta irs  reading it .  The few  who 
spurned the paper were to ld  by 
o ther un ion ists th a t they were 
m aking a m istake. In  the words 
o f one o f them. ‘You ough t to  
read it .  I t  would be good fo r  
you.”

J IM  CROW ISM  IN  T H E  A R M Y
(3.) The system o f J im  Crow

ism in the armed forces demon 
stra tes very c le a rly  to  the Negro 
the hypocrisy  o f slogans about 
“ w a r fo r  democracy.”  B u t the 
ru l in g  class m ainta ins J im  C row 
ism in  the armed forces. F o r i t  
cannot w ipe ou t th is  system in 
the armed forces w ith o u t en
dangering the whole system o f 
J im  C row ism  practiced in  “ c iv i l
ian l i fe ” : in  indus try , in  c iv il 
service, on re lie f, a t the ba llo t 
booth, in housing, theaters, res
tau ran ts— economically, po litica l 
lv , socia lly. The cap ita lis ts  fea r 
th a t NO NEGRO T R A IN E D  TO 
H A N D L E  A  G UN W O U LD  
P E A C E F U L L Y  GO B A C K  TO 
T H E  O LD L IF E  OF D IS C R IM 
IN A T IO N , S E G R E G A TIO N , D IS - 
F H A N C H  1SEMF.NT AN D  IN 
S U L T  A F T E R  T R A IN IN G  IN  
A N  A R M Y  W H E R E  H E  W AS 
T R E A T E D  AS A N  E Q U A L  
W IT H  W H IT E  SO LDIER S.

In  the la s t w a r, when Jim  
Crowism  was also’ the estab
lished po licy in the forces o f the 
U n ited  States, the general s ta f f ’s 
fea rs  th a t the Negro soldiers 
m ig h t become ins tilled  w ith  ideas 
o f equa lity  from  th e ir  contact 
w ith  French soldiers reached the 
po in t where they sent out the in -

O F F IC IA L  A R M Y  P O LIC Y
(4.) “ The po licy of the war 

departm ent is not to in te rm ing le  
colored and w h ite  enlisted person
nel in  the same reg im ental organ
izations. This po licy has proved 
satisfactory over a long period of 
years, and to make changes would 
produce s itua tions destructive to 
morale and de trim en ta l to the 
preparations fo r na tiona l defense." 
d e c l a r e  d Commander-in-Ghief, 
Roosevelt, in  a recent statement.

That is. in  I hose branches of 
the service where Negroes are ad
m itted they are segregated in to  
J im  Crow regim ents, and Negro 
soldiers are not perm itted  in  the 
same regim ents as w h ite . (This 
is the po licy in the national de
fense tra in in g  program  of the Na 
t.ional Youth A dm in is tra tion  and 
of the C iv ilia n  Conservation 
Camps.)

Negroes are barred from  en lis t
ing  in  most of the branches of the 
service. Th is practise prevents 
them from  exercising free choice 
in designating the branch of the 
service in which they wish tra in 
ing, as w h ite  enlistees are p e rm it
ted to do.

“ Negro Engineers”  is on ly an
other name fo r labor batta lions.

The few cava lry regim ents of 
Negroes are "p r in c ip a lly  used as 
chambermaids fo r cadets’ and o f
ficers’ horses and equipm ent at 
the m il ita ry  academy and the va
rious service schools.”

Negroes are perm itted  in the 
in fa n try  where the greatest num 
ber of casualties occur, and to a 
lim ited  extent, the a r t il le ry , the 
quarte rm aste r corps and the med
ical corps.

But they are not adm itted in to  
the a ir  corps, the m arine corps, 
the tank corps, the coast guard, 
the signal corps, the chemical w ar
fare service. These branches of 
the service are completely lily -  
w h ite . No colored men may en lis t 
in them, no colored men in  other 
branches may even trans fe r to 
them as w h ite  soldiers are often 
pe rm itted  to do.

In  the Navy, the same general 
po licy is followed, a lthough life  
aboard ship does not p e rm it ex
actly  the same procedure. Negroes 
are adm itted on ly in to  the mess 
attendants’ d iv is ion, can rise no 
h igher than officers’ cook or stew- 
a rt, cannot become pe tty  officers 
or ch ie f pe tty  officers. Conse
quently, • they receive low er pay 
ra tings and are denied the oppor
tu n ity  th a t w h ite  men have to 
learn and practice a trade. W hile  
ethers learn mechanics and other 
useful trades, they can learn only

R IG H T  TO D E C ID E
(5.i Because m any Negroes 

have had personal experience of 
d isc rim in a tio n  and segregation in 
d icted on them by backward 

I workers in  factories and in  trade 
l unions, a sentim ent may arise in  
The course of the strugg le fo r  un- 

' ion contro l of m il ita ry  tra ilin g  
fo r the r ig h t of Negro soldiers 
to choose fo r themselves whether 
they shall be in  m ixed regiments 
o r - in  a ll-Negro regim ents. In  
such a ease we must pledge ou r
selves to support the rig h t o f the 
Negro soldiers to determ ine the 
question fo r themselves.

I f  the question o f separate re g i
ments arises we m ust expla in tha t 
(he bosses never give the Negroes 
the r ig h t to determ ine th is  ques
tion  fo r themselves they just- 
shunt them o ff on the side where 
they can use them fo r th e ir  own 
reactionary ends. U n like  the boss
es, the Socialist W orkers Party 
supports th e ir  r ig h t to decide th is  
question fo r themselves. A t the 
same tim e th a t we te ll them we re 
cognize th e ir  r ig h t  to choose w hat 
they want, we sincerely and cor
d ia lly  urge them to jo in  us in 
m ixed regiments, free of d isc rim 
ina tion . The very fact tha t we 
do th is  is add itiona l proof that 
we not on ly consider them equal 
and brothers, but th a t we want 
to be side by side w ith  them in 
the struggle against J im  Crowism.

In  short, we d iffe re n tia te  be
tween segregation under bosses’ 
contro l, and self-determ ination  un
der w orkers’ contro l. We are 
against tHe firs t, we are fo r the 
r ig h t of the second. I t  is part 
o f our program , but is not a field 
fo r extensive ag ita tion  at th is  
tim e.

Wo m ust take the occasion, 
wherever possible, to show why 
it  is tha t tiie  officer caste insists 
on separate regim ents (to  keep 
the workers divided, to make it 
easier fo r them to assign the Ne
groes as a group fo r d ir ty  or dan
gerous w ork, to re-enforce the sys
tem of J im  Crowism in  c iv ilia n  
life ) . We m ust po in t out tha t 
success in  the struggle fo r mixed 
regim ents can protect the Negroes 
from  special selection as a group 
fo r d ir ty  or dangerous work, can 
un ite  the soldiers and build  up a 
so lid a rity  of Negro and w h ite , aan 
help to underm ine the system of 
J im  Crowism everywhere.

(6.) I t  is clear then tha t a l i i

the abuses of the armed forces 
under contro l o f the bosses which 
impel the w h ite  w orkers to fight 
for workers ' contro l of m il ita i y 
tra in in g  apply even more acutetv 
to the Negro.

For the Negro w orker as well :-s 
the w h ite  w orker then, the main 
question today is tak in g  contro l 
away from  the bosses and placing 
i t  in  the hands of the workers, 
through th e ir  class organizations, 
the trade unions.

Since the Negro, however, has 
a special problem in  the armed 
forces, ju s t as he has in  c iv ilia n  
life  ( th a t is, he suffers extra op 
pression and persecution because 
be is a Negro), the Socialist 
W orkers P arty  must so concretize 
'.ts general slogans as to express 
(lie special needs o f the Negro in  
the struggle fo r un ion c o n t'o ' of 
m ilita ry  tra in in g . T h is  w i l l  make 
i t  easier fo r Negro worker-soldiers 
to jo in  in  the general struggle.

These slogans can bn form ulated 
as fo llows:

Abolish Jim  Crow in  the A rm y 
and N a vy !

End segregation ! Stop shoving 
Negroes in to  separate reg im ents 
where they can be most easily 
d iscrim inated aga ins t!

Open the doors fo r  Negroes in

“ N a tion a l I)efense” Costs 
W A S H IN G T O N , Get. 28— The 

A g r ic u ltu ra l Dept, today advised 
consumers' to expect a “ m oder
a te ”  increase in food costs d u r
in g  1941. Meats, d a iry  and pou l
t r y  products, f ru its  and vegeta
bles—-including m ost o f the food 
staples— are in  line  fo r  price in 
creases.

a ll branches o f the  service, in  
mixed reg im ents led by officers 
and generals o f whom a p ropo r
tiona te  share sha ll be Negroes!

Stop using Negroes as labo r
ers and lackeys!

For the fu ll r ig h t o f Negroes 
to rise to any position in  the 
armed forces!

F o r the r ig h t o f Negroes, a long 
w ith  o ther workers, to elect com 
m ittees to  present grievances to  
the officers pe rta in ing  to  condi
tions, inc lud ing  specific cases o f 
d isc rim in a tio n  and segregation !

F o r the r ig h t o f Negroes to a t
tend tra in in g  schools fo r  o ffice rs I

WALL STREET 
WINS ANOTHER 
ELECTION

GREEK
RESISTANCE

(Continued from  Page 1)
a peace. I t  is by no means lik e ly  
th a t the evacuation is by agree
ment. I t  is fa r  more lik e ly  tha t 
the Japanese are m eeting a' 
Chinese demand to dem onstrate 
actua l w ith d ra w a l before peace 
term s can be discussed. Since 
Prince Konoye took over the gov
ernm ent in  Tokyo a few  months 
ago, there has been a disposition 
to recede from  previous Japanese 
peace term s and to  o ffe r  the 
Chinese rem oval o f some g a r r i
sons, a t least in South China. The 
present w ithd raw a ls  m ay be p a rt 
o f such a design.

There rem ains another hyp o th 
esis: the w ith d ra w a ls  are de
signed as pressure on the nego
tia to rs  a t Moscow, a w a rn in g  th a t 
Japan can move forces no rth  as 
well as south in case o f need. 
F u rth e r, they m ig h t be designed 
to weaken the Soviet hand at 
C hungking.

In  any event, im p o rta n t devel
opments portend on a f ro n t  tha t 
is lik e ly  • to he o f even g re a te r 
im portance fro m  the standpoint 
o f A m erican w orkers than the 
w ar fro n t  in  Europe.

(Continued from  page 1)
dom o f the press, w ill be attacked 
w ith  g re a te r v igor. The fa rm ers  
and w orkers unless they begin 
im m ediate steps to organize de
fense measures w ill be herded 
like  fa ttened ca ttle  in to  the 
s laugh te r pens o f the w a r fo r  
which W a ll S tree t intends the 
armed forces o f the nation.

W a ll S tree t on the o ther hand, 
sk im m ing  o f f  the cream fro m  the 
m onster w a r approp ria tions  w il l  
find p ro fits  increasing, new crops 
o f m illio na ires  sp rin g in g  up, co r
pora tion  treasuries r ich e r than a t 
any tim e  since the las t war.

As fo r  the S ta lin is ts  who f irs t  
supported Roosevelt w ith  th e ir  
Peoples’ F ro n t po licy  and then 
sw itched in to  the camp o f W il l-  
k ic , they w il l  fee l the inevitab le  
repercussions o f th e ir  opportun
is t po lic ies: fu r th e r  exposure in  
the labor movement o f th e ir  com
plete {bankruptcy, s t i f fe r  blows in 
th e ir  d irection  from  W ashington. 
N o th in g  bu t a pawn in S ta lin ’s 
fo re ign  po licy, fu r th e r  develop
m ent o f the w ar w i l l  s w if t ly  e lim 
inate them  fro m  the p o litica l 
board.

The task before the labo r 
movement is posed c learly . A ll 
the class con trad ic tions in the 
com ing period w i l l  sharpen a t 
g re a tly  increased tempo. The ve ry  
existence o f the trade  unions 
therhselves w i l l  be a t stake. I f  
they fo llo w  a bold po licy, s tr ik in g  
out courageously w ith  a m ilita n t 
p rogram  on the road fo r  an in 
dependent labor p a rty  and a 
w orkers and fa rm ers  governm ent 
they can p lay  an inestim able p a rt 
in  the preservation and develop
m ent o f c iv iliza tio n . I f  they fo l
low  the Lew is-H illm an-G reen 
type o f po litics, i t  w i l l  mean th e ir  
certa in  doom. Under the  policies 
o f these fake rs  they w il l  be 
strang led as the trade unions 
have been s trang led in Europe.

A ga in s t the venal po litics  o f 
the trade union bureaucracy m ust 
be organized a na tion-w ide d rive  
fo r  trade union con tro l o f m il i
ta ry  tra in in g , fo r  an independent 
labo r pa rty , and fo r  a w orkers  
a n d fa rm ers  governm ent in  
W ashington.

the in te rests o f W a ll S treet may 
be more open and outspoken, but 
i t  is not more e ffec tive  than tha t 
o f the Roosevelt Dem ocrats” ? 
M ust they now ed it out the sen
tence on page 13 w hich correc tly  
declares the Republican p a rty  to 
be “ the p a rty  o f the Associated 
F arm ers and the open shoppers” ?’ 
Do they s t i l l  w an t to  mouth the 
sta tem ent— s t i l l  im peccably true 
— th a t “ both pa rties  are w a r pa r
ties, M -D ay parties, pa rties  o f 
im peria lism , reaction and hung
er” ?
IN  L IN E  W IT H  T H E  CD 

The CIO  N E W S  o f November 
4 reports  some 5.000 w ires re 
ceived a t Lew is ’s office. 90% o f 
them accla im ing his stand. The 
lis t o f  signers o f these love-notes 
reads like  a ro ll-c a ll o f S ta lin is t 
stooges in the CIO, inc lud ing 
such w e ll-know n figures as Jos
eph G&rran, president o f the N a
tion a l M a ritim e  Union. M ichael 
Q uill, p resident o f the T ransport 
W orkers  U n ion, Edw ard T. C liey- 
fitz , na tiona l executive secretary 
o f the N a tion a l Association o f 
Die Casting W orkers  Union. 
Lew is M e rr ill,  president o f the 

. U n ited  O ffice and Professional 
! W orkers  U nion, H e n ry  John

son, ass is tant d irec to r o f the 
I Packing-house W orkers  O rganiz- 
, in g  Com m ittee, and J. F. Jurich.
| president o f the In te rn a tion a l 

F isherm en and A llied  W orkers 
o f A m erica.

The fo llo w in g  add itiona l con tribu tions to the T ro ts k y  M em oria l 
Fund have come in  th is  week:

M ilw aukee $1.00
B a ltim ore  10.00
New Y o rk  60.00
M inneapolis 100.00
N ew ark 10.00

T O T A L  $181.00
P ittsb u rg h  has ju s t made a pledge o f $10

Branch Quota Amount paid %
B a ltim ore  $ 10.00 $ 10.00 100%
R ockville  5.00 6.00 100%
L yn n  100.00 75.00 75%
Toledo 50.00 25.00 50%
Chicago and
Ind iana H a rb o r 150.00 65.07 43%
San Francisco 100.00 35.00 35%
D e tro it 200.00 65.00 33%
N ew ark 150.00 50.00 33%
Boston 100.00 27.00 27%
M ilw aukee 5.00 1.00 20%
F lin t  150.00 25.00 17%
New yo rk  1000.00 135.00 14%
Los Angeles 150.00 20.00 13%
M inneapo lis &  St. Paul 1000.00 100.00 10%
New Haven 20.00 2.00 10%
A kro n  10.00 00.00 00
Cleveland 70.00 00.00 00
Hutch inson 10.00 00.00 00
P hiladelph ia  30.00 00.00 00
P ittsb u rg h  10.00 00.00 00
P ortland 10.00 00.00 00
Q uakertown 7.00 00.00 00
Reading 5.00 00.00 00
St. Louis 5.00 00.00 00
Youngstown 50.00 00.00 00

T O T A LS  $3,397.00 $640.07 19%

Branches which have no t made pledges up to- date are as 
fo llo w s :

A llen tow n , Fresno, Houston, Oakland, Omaha, Rochester, Sac
ram ento, San Diego, Seattle.
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Nat Turner Rebellion Anniversary
Negro Slave Led Revolt

B y W IL L IA M  D IX O N
November 11, 1910 m arks the 

109th anniversary of the hanging 
of Nat T urne r, Negro slave who 
organized an insurrection  against 
slavery in V irg in ia . A lthough put 
down in blood, (Ills  insurrection  
ins tilled  fear in the hearts of the 
slaveholders o f that area fo r the 
next 30 years, and inspired the 
slaves and ab o lition is ts  to carry 
( li I he ir struggle.

N at T u rne r was born in South
ampton County. V irg in ia . October 
2. 1800. the son o f a native o f A f 
rica. In  Jiis youth he was in i 
pressed w ith  the re lig ious customs 
and supers titions o f the ne ighbor
hood, and when lie was given per
m ission by his master to learn tc 
read and w rite , he tra ined h im 
self to become a preacher.

S A W  N E E D  TO O R G A N IZ E
W hat he learned from  reading 

and what he experienced in  liis  
own life  convinced h im  tha t lie 
and his race were oppressed and 
that, the on ly  so lu tion was to o r
ganize themselves to figh t fo r 
th e ir  freedom. He fe lt th a t lie 
was a servant of God. and that 
it  was his m ission to lead liis  
people in the struggle. He was 
lik e  the other Negro rebels of bis 
tim e in th a t liis  philosophy was 
a queer m ix tu re  of superstitious 
be lie f and a practica l understand-1 
ing  tlia t no th ing  could help the 
slaves but th e ir  own organized 
e ffo rts  to end slavery. As a res
u lt, lie was able to u tilize  the 
superstitions of the Negroes in 
arcusing them fo r the tight fo r 
libera tion .

He not on ly knew how to read, 
but he had some knowledge or 
mechanics, and experimented in  
m aking potte ry, paper and gun
powder. Rut in spite of th is  he 
changed masters several tim es and 
once was severely whipped fo r

p red ic ting  th a t some day Negroes 
would be free.

IN S P IR E D  BY NEGRO 
V IC TO R IE S

A number of the w h ite  refugees 
from  the successful revo lu tion  of 
San Dom ingo had settled in the 
county, b ring ing  th e ir  slaves w ith  
them, and there is reason to be
lieve th a t Nat, who was able to 
free ly move about the ne ighbor
hood as a preacher, was inspired 
by the stories he heard from  them 
about the v ic tories of the armed 
Negroes.

A t one tim e he escaped from  
his master and a fte r being at 
large fo r a m onth re turned by 
h im self. In  a ll p ro ba b ility  he re
cognized that the problem ho was 
interested in  could never be solv
ed by in d iv idu a l action alone, that 
the job was s t i l l  to organize and 
prepare.

W hen his friends among the 
slaves asked h im  w hy he had re
turned, his rep ly  was typ ica l, l ie  
said tha t he had a v is ion  to re tu rn  
and w a it fo r li is  “ s ign” —a signal 
tha t would summon h im  and 
others to action. He also said 
that the “ w h ite  s p ir it ”  and the 
“ black s p ir it ”  were in  combat and 
(bat t lie  “ black sp il-it”  was figh t
in g  fie rce ly  fo r  freedom.

O R G A N IZ E  U P R IS IN G
F in a lly  in  Ju ly , 1831, lie and 

four other slaves, Nelson W il
liams, Samuel Frances, Henry 
P orter and H a rk  T ravis , met to 
ge ther secre tly and began to plan 
i he details fo r an up ris in g  that 
would begin at bis m aster’s home. 
Joseph T ravis , and then spread 
throughout the area. There was 
vague ta lk  about se tting  up a 
Negro government, but most of 
th e ir  a tten tion  was paid to the 
practica l details of the insurrec
tion .

The plan was to k i l l  the w h ite

I occupants of the nearby p lanta
tions. take th e ir  arms, and o r
ganize the slaves as they marched 
from  p lan ta tion  to p lan ta tion .

The n ig h t before they started  
the ’ up ris ing  on August 21. Nat 
is reported to have made the fo l
low ing speech to liis  men:

“ D E E D S — N O T WORDS ’
“ Friends and brothers, we are 

about to commence a great work 
ton igh t! Our race is to be de liv 
ered from  slavery, and God lias 
appointed us the men to do TIis 
b idd ings; and let us be w orthy 
of our catling. I am to ld to slay- 
a ll the w hites we encounter, w ith 
out regard to age or sex.

“ We have no arms o r am m un i
tion . b lit  we w ill find them  in 
the homes of our oppressors . . . 
Remember that ours is not a war 
fo r robbery, nor to satis fy  our pas
sions: i t  is a struggle fo r free
dom. Ours m ust be deeds, not 
words . . . ”

F o r three days, the insurgents 
.struck a t one po in t a fte r another, 
bu rn ing  the homes and k i l l in g  the 
masters who had oppressed them, 
ga thering  support as they went 
along, but slow ly. T he ir numbers 
increased to more than 200. I t  is 
s ign ificant tha t none o f the slaves 
whom they reached refused to 
take up arms w ith  them, an in d i
cation tha t they too were ready 
lo r  action.

It is also notable tha t although 
it  was th e ir  in ten tion  to k i l l  every 
w h ite  they met, they made one 
in te res ting  exception: a fam ily  of 
non-slaveliolding whites.

S LA V E H O LD E R S  D IE  
OF F R IG H T

They were fin a lly  overwhelmed 
by tremendous forces, who mowed 
them down and hunted them in  
the woods u n t il every last rebel 
was captured. T u rne r was tried  
and convicted and ca lm ly went 
to liis  death on November 11. dec
la r in g  lie fe lt  no g u ilt ,  th a t he 
had only been try in g  to load the 
slaves to freedom as W ashington 
had led the Am erican revo lu tion

■—fo r freedom, peace and the r ig h t 
to live  as human beings.

B u t th is  was not the end of it. 
Fear had s truck  in to  the hearts 
of the slave-owning aristocracy, 
and everywhere they looked, they 
saw the figure of Nat T u rn e r a ris 
ing to plague them. They m urd 
ered hundreds of slaves who had 
had no th ing  to do w ith  the up
ris ing , and they were so panicky 
tha t they look steps to see to it 
tha t Negroes would not become 
preachers in the fu ture . I t  was 
reported tha t even a fte r T u rne r 
was hanged, three slaveholders in 
far-away N o rth  C arolina died of 
tv ig h t!

REVOLT CONTINUES
T urne r was hanged, bu t the 

s p ir it  of revo lt tha t he symbol
ized was carried on by the slaves 
r.nd the foes of slavery. The slaves 
were fina lly  emancipated a fte r a 
bloody struggle in which they bore 
arms and carried on in  Nat T u rn 
er's heroic s p ir it .

Today the struggle of Nat TuVn- 
er is s t i l l  being conducted—th is  
tim e against the m onstrous in 
justices and d isc rim in a tio n  of a 
decaying cap ita lis t system that 
denies the Negroes equal righ ts  
in  peace tim e  and subjects them 
to segregation and in s u lt in  the 
armed forces in to  which they arc 
being dra fted  “ fo r a w ar fo r  de 
inocracy.”

We honor the heroism and m il i
tancy of Nat T u rne r on the 109th 
ann iversary of his death, and we 
ca rry  on his trad ition s  in  these 
troubled tim es by urg ing  the w o rk
ers, black and w h ite , to learn the 
m il ita ry  arts, to tra in  themselves 
how to figh t fo r freedom, to s trug 
gle fo r trade un ion contro l of m il i
ta ry  tra in in g  so tha t they w ill be 
able to defend th e ir  own in te r
ests and not those of th e ir  op
pressors.

Boss War Brutally Exploits 
Women Workers in Factories

B y M A R Y  D A N T E
In  a w orld  today to rn  w ith  so

cia l s tr ife  and war, when hunger, 
exp lo ita tion , and death in the boss 
w ar affect every w orker's home 
throughout the world , the role ol' 
the woman w orker becomes as im 
po rtant as tha t of the soldiers. 
The boss war monger makes no 
distinction, between the sexes. As 
he makes a place fo r the w o rk ing  
man on the battlefie ld, so he 
makes a place in the fac to ry  fo r 
the w o rk ing  woman.

The f irs t w orld w ar proved th is : 
When wars arc fought on a mass 
scale w ith  modern equipment un
der the present in d u s tria l system 
and men are needed fo r the bat
tlefields. women are forced in to  
the factories to “ ca rry  on the 
w o rk  a t home.”

In  1911. when women were sug
gested as “ non-combatant”  sol
diers. Lord K itchener said, “ W om
ens’ w ork w ill not he wanted. Our 
men m ust figh t and our women 
m ust k n it. ”  Three years la te r a 
m illio n  and a quarte r Eng lish 
women were employed in indus try  
in England. In November 19.17 
there were ten thousand m un itions 
factories em ploying m a in ly  wom 
en. The B irm ingham  “ shop”  alone 
employed 8.000. O ther branches 
of the E ng lish governm ent em
ploying women were: A d m ira lty , 
3.000; A g ricu ltu re . 84,000; M un i
cipal Trams, 10,000. The W ar Of
fice alone employed fo r ty  to fifty  
thousand in eve ry th ing from  d r iv 
ers and mechanics in France to 
clerks and gardeners at home.

T H R O W N  IN T O  F A C T O R IE S
Women heretofore had been ei

the r housewives or “ h ired ou t”  to 
one of the “ better-class”  fam ilies 
of England. O vernight they were 
th row n in to  the factories. T h is  
was w a rtim e (1915-18) and w o rk 
ing  conditions were ho rrib le . The 
w ork  day was twelve hours, day 
and n igh t sh ifts.

A t dawn one could see the p i t i 
fu l figure of the woman w orker 
leaving W oolw iek Arsenal a fte r 
spending twelve hours under a r
t if ic ia l lig h t  and fou l a ir. Her 
eyes were bloodshot, senses s tun 
ned and flesh num b from  the 
n ig h t’s labor. At home undernour
ished ch ildren, crowded rooms, and 
a day o f housework awaited her. 
In  a report of the B r it is h  M in 
is try  Inves tiga ting  Committee we 
read: “ W omen’s day begins at 
4 :fill or 3:30 A.M. She reports fo r 
work at 6:00 A.M .; works fo u r
teen hours. I t  usually takes her 
two hours to get home. She never 
gets to bedvbefore 10:00 or 10:30 
R. M. H er housing is inade
quate.”  M arried women preferred 
to w ork at. n ig h t so tha t they 
could do th e ir  housework du ring  
the day.

A n  E ng lish  w r ite r  describes a

m un itions fac to ry  in  Hades, Eng
land, em ploying women workers, 
“ Dante’s In fe rno  is no th ing  to tlie 
noise, the force, t lie  fla re .”

H E A V Y  M A N U A L  LA B O R
In  m un ition  factories they were 

required to l i f t  50 pound boxes 
o f m a te ria l and in sugar factories, 
60 and 80 pound bags of sugar. 
No consideration was given to 
th e ir physical condition. The fact 
tha t from  th is  hard unna tu ra l la 
bor some women would not be 
able to bear ch ild ren  o r th a t a ll 
k inds o f serious com plications of 
th e ir  reproductive organs could de
velop was not even considered by 
the bosses. Very l i t t le  o r no med
ical care was at the disposal of 
these women workers.

In  the factories they were fo rc
ed to eat in  canteens where the 
food was of two classes. One fo r 
(lie forewoman and one fo r the 
worker. Conditions were very un 
san itary, sometimes no lavatories 
whatsoever being provided in  the 
factories.

A  human being, can stand so 
much and no more. So it was 
w ith  these women. In  one great 
arsenal com pla ints in  the canteen 
and workshop w ent unheeded un
t i l  a “ real ro w " was raised. 
“Stretchers and police were requ i

s itioned.”  We’l! wager there were 
many o ther real rows tha t were 
kicked up by the w o rk ing  women, 
and many more women carried 
out on stretchers a fte r being beat
en by the police, which were never | 
recorded.

A fte r  to ilin g  a ll day under such 
miserable conditions the Eng lish 
m other came home tire d  and worn 
on ly to face another one of her 
many problems: Feeding her fam 
ily  on the ra tio n  cards. Porridge 
instead o f bacon and eggs, rice 
and m acaroni instead of meat, 
m argarine fo r bu tte r, le n tils  as 
fille r  in  nearly  every dish, p ra c ti
ca lly  no fru its , no m ilk  fo r the' 
baby. Because of the shortage of 
m ilk  mothers were urged to nurse 
th e ir  babies u n til 9-10 months old. 
No one to ld  her how she was to  
get the streng th  and m ilk  to nurse 
her child.

A R IS T O C R A T IC  FO R E W O M E N
The B r it is h  were w e ll aware of 

the te rr ib le  exp lo ita tion  of these 
women w orkers who were driven 
in to  the factories th rough econo
mic necessity. The government 

! had dragged th e ir  husbands and 
pons to w ar. No, the B r it is h  gov
ernm ent took no chances when it 
came to appo in ting  forewomen 
(watchdogs) in  the factories. 
E thel Tweedie, E ng lish  w r ite r , 
(reactionary) in  her book. Woman 
and Soldier, says “ The best sort 
of forewom an— and they have 10(1 
to 400 g ir ls  under them —are the 
better-class ladies. T lie  aris tocra t 
who is accustomed to ru le  in  the 
household. Twelve hour sh ifts

fo r two years a t 10 sh illing s  or 
12 s h illin g s  was considered quite 
enough fo r these ladies, whose 
pluck, endurance and gentle in 
fluence have done much to  w in  
the w ar.”

The boss knows who can get 
the most w ork from  his workers. 
These “ better-class”  ladies are 
qu ite capable; yes, they are ac
customed to w rin g in g  every ounce 
of w o rk  from  th e ir servants in 
the home. N a tu ra lly  they had 
no scruples about ove rw ork ing  the 
women in the factory. I t  takes 
no more tra in in g  to drive a w o rk 
er in  the factory than i t  does in 
the home. The fact tha t those 
fine ladies never did a s titch  of 
w o rk  in th e ir  lives, let. alone 
t h e i r  not understand ing the 
m u ltip le  problems of factory 
work and m achinery, did not 
b o t h e r  the B r it is h  im p e ria l
ists when they appointed these 
“ better-class”  watchdogs in the fac
tories du rin g  the firs t w o rld  
slaughter.

And all these ladies ask is ten 
or twelve sh illings, lik e  the do lla r 
a year men on the “ Defense 
Boards.”

Don't be surprised i f  you find 
Doris Duke, Brenda F raz ie r, or 
maybe Ethel DuPont Roosevelt, as 
your forewoman in  the factory 
d u rin g  W orld  W ar No. 2. They 
w ill know how to handle you if  
you complain about wages and 
hours and speed-up. They have 
had experience w ith  th e ir  serv
ants. W hile  the women in  the 
factories are “ blessed”  w ith  such 
fine forewomen th e ir  husbands 
w ill be equally "blessed”  in  J lie  
arm y w ith  the James Cromwells, 
Tommy M anvilles, and F. D. Roos
evelt J r . ’s as th e ir  officers.

D E A T H  R A T E  R ISES
And w hat of the young n io tlie r- 

to-be whose husband was at war? 
D id the B r it is h  governm ent pro
vide lo r  her? T h is  was w artim e 
and no tim e  fo r sentim enta lism . 
Prospective mothers worked un
der the same conditions and same 
hours d u rin g  pregnancy as be
fore. Many of them were forced to 
w ork r ig h t up to t lie  period of 
confinement. They had no other 
means of live lihood. Many o f them 
had o ilie r ch ild ren  at. home to sup
po rt. In  some factories as soon 
as a woman was known to he 
pregnant she was discharged be
cause she couldn’t " tu rn  out the 
w ork .”  M a te rn ity  hospitals were 
few, m any women were forced to 
give b ir th  to th e ir  babies in  the 
workhouse. S killed nu rs ing and 
m id -w ife ry  was not available. The 
death rate in c h ild b ir th  rose, es
pecia lly among women bearing 
th e ir  firs t ch ild . As the prospec
tive  m other received no pre-natal 
care, so she received no post-natal 
care.

Who supported her and the

child? Rest assured not the boss 
government of England. She was 
forced to go to w o rk  as soon as 
she le ft the lied. W hom did she 
leave her ch ild  w ith?  A neighbor, 
re la tive , o r other ch ild ren  of the 
fam ily . Most of the tim e the ch ild  
received im proper care and was 
subjected to a ll k inds of disease.

F in a lly  because o f increasing 
protests and com plaints, the B r it 
ish governm ent was forced to 
pass laws favorable to the young 
mother. “ No woman could be em- : 
ployed w ith in  fou r weeks of g iv 
ing  b ir th  to the ch ild .”  How gen
erous! A ny doctor w i l l  te ll us 
th a t a m other, especially one who 
lias been subjected to overwork 
and under-nourishm ent, should not 
do .any strenuous labor fo r  at 
least two m onths a fte r g iv ing  
b ir th  to a ch ild . These were the 
same "saviours of c iv iliz a tio n ,”  
who tr ied  to crush the Russian 
Revolution, w h ich  gave prospec
tive  m others in Russia a vacation 
three m onths before and three 
months a fte r g iv in g  b ir th  to a 
ch ild , w ith  regu lar wages and com
plete hospita liza tion .

BOSSES. R E S P O N S IB LE
The iro ny  of a ll th is  is tha t the 

respons ib ility  fo r  the inhum an 
treatm ent given the w orker-m oth
er bearing a “ war baby”  in  1914 
lies w ith  the same B r it is h  boss 
who today is responsible fo r the 
m urder of thousands o f these same 
“ w ar babies”  who have been 
dra fted  in to  a w ar to defend the 
b ru ta l p ro fit system of B r it is h  Im 
peria lism . As you are born, so 
shall you die! Yes, every woman 
w orker of E ngland set a man free 
to become a soldier in  the last 
war, and so i t  sha ll be in  the 
second w orld  w ar in  England, 
France, Germany, U. S. A. A l
ready tlie  boss class of the United 
States is d ra ftin g  the men in to  
the a rm y and the women in to  the 
factories.

Lot us no t pe rm it these lessons 
of 1914 to fa ll on deaf ears. Let 
us learn the lesson from  our Eng
lish sisters and the Am erican 
woman o f yesterday. Don’t per
m it the boss p o lit ic ia n  and class- 
co llabora tion is t labor leaders to 
wipe out the ho rrib le  memories 
of the firs t w o rld  w a r w ith  fancy 
phrases and sugared words.

W hen they call upon mothers 
and w ives to send th e ir  men to 
“ defend democracy and c iv iliz a 
tion  from  the barbaric H uns,”  le t 
us f lin g  in to  th e ir  faces the bar
baric trea tm ent women received 
from  these same boss w ar mong
ers in  the last war. I je t us pledge 
th a t tom orrow  wo shall tear from  
our backs the yokes of these 
bpsses and figh t along w ith  our 
men fo r a free society, a society 
fo r  w o rk in g  men and women! — 
in  England, Germany, B r ita in  and 
these United States.

CARLSON
CAMPAIGN

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
ism itse lf, the T ro tsky is t candi
date continued, " . . .  Both Roos
evelt and W illk ie , as w e ll as the 
lesser po litica l lig h ts  of the De
m ocratic and Republican parties, 
swear th e ir  allegiance to the sys
tem of p riva te  enterprise. A ll 
express a fe rven t be lie f in  the 
a b ility  of cap ita lism  u ltim a te ly  to 
do away w ith  the social evils of 
unemployment and poverty—of 
want in  the m idst of p lenty. These 
cap ita lis t po litic ian s  cannot, or 
w ill not understand th a t these 
social evils have th e ir  roots in  the 
cap ita lis tic  system o f production 
fo r p ro fit and tha t no measure 
short o f the overth row  of the pro
fit system itse lf can end them .”  

D r. Carlson explained tha t th is  
program  did  not mean th a t the 
Socia list W orkers P a rty  d id  not 
believe in  a figh t fo r the im m e
diate re lie f of the su ffe ring  of 
the exploited workers and farmers.

“ T h is  is an age o f m ilita r ism , 
an epoch o f wars and struggles 
and con flic ts . Before h is trag ic  
death a t the hands o f S ta lin ’s 
GPU m urderer, the great revo lu 
tion a ry  th in ke r, Leon T ro tsky, 
w ro te ‘A ll the great questions w ill 
be decided in  the next epoch, arms 
in hand.’ ”

" I t  follows, therefore,”  con ti
nued Dr. Carlson, “ tha t workers 
and farm ers should ava il themsel
ves o f the op po rtun ity  to obtain 
m ilita ry  tra in in g . Not on ly  must 
Am erican w orkers and farm ers 
learn to pro tect themselves fro m  
the H itle rs  and M ussolin is of 
Europe, but even more im portan t, 
they m ust be prepared to defend 
themselves from  the menace of 
fascism a t home.”

The speaker then pointed to the 
lessons o f the French defeat. “ Re
ta in , Weygand. Laval and the 
other democratic leaders of yes
terday, upon whom the French 
people depended fo r protection 
from  the foreign fascists, cap itu 
lated before H it le r  and established 
the present b ru ta l Retain regime 
under w h ich  the French people 
are oppressed both by H itle r  and 
b y 'th e ir  own dicta tors. The on ly 
effective defense against fascism 
is the seizure of power by the 
workers and the establishm ent of 
a socia list society.”

In a w ith e rin g  a ttack on the 
ph ilosophy o f pacifism  w ith in  the 
labor movement, Comrade C a rl
son showed the rid iculousness of 
the w orkers hes ita ting  to  use 
arm s in  defense o f th e ir  lives and 
in te rests .She exposed the fact 
th a t cap ita lism , aga inst which 
these pacifists do no t protest, 
da ily  destroys w ith  the utm ost 
b ru ta lity  thousands o f the  poor 
and weak.

Dr. Ruby Dies
The Chicago Local of the 

SWF regretfully says farewell 
to one of its oldest and most 
lovai sympathizers, DOCTOR 
JONAS RUBY, who died on 
October 20 of a cerebral 
hemorrhage.

Dr. Ruby’s selfless devotion 
to the needs of the working 
class extended beyond the field 
of his medical contribution in
to the sphere of politics where 
he identified himself from the 
earliest daÿs with the struggle 
of the Left Opposition and the 
Fourth Internationalist move
ment.

Correction
Our a tten tion  has been called to 

a m isleading sentence in  the story 
of the need fo r trade un ion con
tro l of m il ita ry  tra in in g  which we 
reprin ted in  last woek’s issue 
Irom  the Northwest Organizer. 
The sentence, pa rt of the Organ
iza ' '  s ed ito ria l comment, reads: 
“ Such a program  would place the 
workers in the position of being 
fu lly  able to defend t l ie ir  own in 
terests and would be the best 
guarantee to cap ita lism  against 
fascism, e ith e r the fo re ign or na
tive  brand.”

T h is a m isp rin t. The sentence 
should read: “ Such a program  
would place the w orkers in  the 
position of being fu lly  able to de
fend th e ir  own in terests and 
would be the best guarantee 
against fascism, e ither the fo r
eign or na tive brand.”

D ra ft Health 
Bad, Medical 
Report Shows

B y L Y D IA  B Y D E L L
A  recent h ig h ly  in te re s tin g  survey, based on 

the la tes t in f lu x  o f volunteers fo r  the a rm y, has 
been reported in  the pages o f the Journa l o f the 
Am erican M edical Associa tion fo r  October 12, 
1940. by D r. George E. Leone, capta in  o f the U . S. 
A rm y  m edical corps and m edical inspector fo r  
re c ru it in g  in  the 2nd corps area, in c lud in g  New  
Y o rk  C ity . D u rin g  the m onths o f June, J u ly  and 
A ug us t o f th is  year 0.743 unm arried  young men 
between the ages o f 18 and 35, a ll p a r t o f an 
o r ig in a l en lis tm en t in to  the R egu la r A rm y , were 
examined under his supervision. A l l  o f them  were 
e igh th  grade graduates and m any had completed 
h igh school and college courses; none had ever 
been convicted o f a fe lony. These fac ts  ind ica te 
th a t the social level represented by these men was 
by no means the lowest o r poorest in  A m erica . 
O f th is  num ber, 2,195 o r aGout one-th ird  were 
re jected because o f physica l deficiencies w h ich  
made them  poor m a te ria l to send onto the b a ttle 
field.

O f the men re jected, the la rge s t num ber (516, 
or 23% o f the to ta l)  were tu rned down because 
o f the  condition o f th e ir  teeth. Am ong physicians, 
as am ong horse-traders, i t  is  Commonly agreed 
th a t the condition o f health o f a sub ject’s tee th 
is a re liab le  criterion, o f his general health. The 
ap pa lling  condition o f the tee th o f these citizens 
o f New Y o rk  can be fa thom ed when one learns 
th a t the requirem ents fo r  acceptance in  the A rm y  
are r id icu lou s ly  low. A  man m ust have a m in i
mum o f th ree  m astica ting  teeth above and three 
below. T h is  means tw e lve  teeth to a head, even 
i f  the tee th have been filled . And i t  means also, 
i f  teeth are accepted as a gauge o f health, th a t 
a m an can be less than 50% pa r and s t i l l  be good 
enough fo r  the A rm y ,

DISEASES OF POVERTY
N e x t in o rder o f frequency came d isqua lifica 

tions because o f ’bad eyes. Twenty-one percent 
o f those re jected (479 m en) were tu rned down, 
because the y  su ffe red  fro m  eye conditions w h ich 
the re p o rt adm its  could have been avoided i f  a t
ten tion  had been paid them  e a rlie r in life . M ost 
o f the rec ru its  did no t w ear glasses and had no 
suspicion th a t th e ir  eyes were no t good.

A  s ig n ifica n t com m entary on the w ide ly  pub
lic ized re p o rt th a t present re c ru its  are on an 
average two inches ta lle r  than those o f the la s t 
w a r is the fa c t th a t 15% (308 men) o f the re 
c ru its  examined were re jected because o f s ta tu re  
deficiencies. M ost o f these were found to  be un
de rw e igh t fo r  th e ir  he ight, a condition w h ich  is 
especially a la rm in g  to  m il i ta ry  specia lists, since 
i t  indicates a fundam enta l lack o f resistance and 
m arks such men as the f ir s t  to  break down 
phys ica lly  when they come up aga inst the r ig o rs  
o f m il ita ry  life . A  la rge  num ber o f these men 
showed such signs o f undernourishm ent th a t 
they were po ten tia l candidates fo r  tuberculosis.

C om pla in t is  made th a t much o f the physica l 
d e b ility  o f A m erican  w orkers springs fro m  th e ir  
fa u lty  d ie t, made up in  too la rge  p a rt o f po tato 
and f lo u r  starches and sugar, w h ich  provide su r
face energy and an unhea lthy  fatness 'but g ive an 
inadequate supply o f the  m inera ls  and v itam ins  
necessary fo r  rea l s treng th  and resistance. I f  
any o f these m il ita ry  physicians cared to  go 
fu r th e r  in to  s ta tis tics  the y  m ig h t find th a t the 
incidence o f starches and sugars in the d ie t o f 
w orkers has a d ire c t re la tion  to  the  leve l o f 
wages on the one hand and the price  o f various 
types o f foods on the other.

BOURGEOIS PRESS ALARMED
The bourgeois press, no tab ly  the New Y o rk  

T im es, in  com m enting on the find ings reported by 
D r. Leone are p ro p e rly  a larm ed a t w h a t the 
su ivey  has disclosed. They are fe a rfu l o f the 
p o ss ib ility  th a t the a rm y  now being created m ay 
be made up o f men who arc no t phys ica lly  
equipped to  stand up and take i t  as a good A m e
rican  should. They grasp a t the tra d it io n a l s tra w  
when they  po in t ou t th a t these men are, a fte r  
a ll, vo lunteers m ost p robab ly la rg e ly  fro m  the 
unemployed ranks and the re fo re  representative 
o f a low er level o f liv in g  than the no rm a l cross- 
section o f the  A m erican popu lation. The d irec t 
opposite is however the p ro ba b ility .

D r. Leone h im se lf records th a t these young 
men had volunteered fo r  A rm y  service because 
they had “ th o u g h t themselves phys ica lly  f i t  to 
f ig h t  fo r  the defense o f th e ir  coun try .”  They were 
surprised and annoyed a t the re jections, having 
considered themselves, in  com parison to  other 
men o f th e ir  acquaintance, good physica l speci
mens. I t  is qu ite  obvious th a t men s u ffe r in g  
fro m  pu lm onary  o r venereal diseases o r d isp la y
ing  noticeable ske le ta l defects s im p ly  do no t no r
m a lly  vo lun teer fo r  A rm y  service.

M il i ta r y  circles express a va in  hope when they  
an tic ipa te  a h igh e r physica l level am ong the mass 
o f conscripts who w il l  soon be called fo r  t ra in 
ing. O nly then w i l l  the rea l ravages o f m alnu
t r i t io n  and bad social environm ent become notice
able. Then we sha ll begin to hear the rea l s ta tis 
tics on tubercu losis and pe lagra, on syph ilis , on 
hone de fo rm ities  and ro tte n  teeth. Then i t  w i l l  
become c lear even to the o ffice r caste th a t the 
pena lty  fo r  the las t decade o f intense depression 
has been paid fo r  by a serious weakening o f the 
physique o f the po ten tia l Am erican soldier.

U nder a w orkers  and fa rm ers  governm ent, 
no t on ly  would an im p e ria lis t w a r have been 
avoided, b u t the present generation o f young men 
in  a land o f such abundance as Am erica  would 
have enjoyed food and decent l iv in g  conditions 

th a t would have g iven them  the hea lth ies t bodies 
in  the w orld .

By ALBERT PARKER

We th in k  that it  w i l l  be generally agreed Ilia ' 
the shabbiest Uncle Tom sell out of the whole 
e lectora l campaign was pulled o ff two weeks age 
a t the convention o f the United Government Em 
ployees held in W ashington. (T h is  organ ization 
led by Edgar G. B row n, cla im s a membership ol 
30,000 Negro federal employees. I t  also claims 
to speak in t lie  in terests of the Negro people. Both 
these cla im s arc grossly exaggerated.)

F o r it  was at th is  convention tha t the United 
Governm ent Employees won the "h on o r”  of being 
the firs t (and perhaps the on ly) colored organiza
tio n  in the country to go on record endorsing the 
v ic ious J im  Crow policies announced by Roos
evelt a h a lf m onth ea rlie r fo r  the armed forces 
of the U n ited States.

ENDORSE SEGREGATION
F irs t they endorsed the p rinc ip le  of segrega

tio n  in  the A rm y. Then they went fu rth e r. They 
asked that th is  p rinc ip le  be extended, tha t move 
J im  Crow arm y d iv is ions be established. The 
on ly  th in g  they asked in  re tu rn  was that colored 
officers, instead of w h ite , be assigned to these 
d ivisions.

Not satisfied w ith  segregation in  the land 
forces, the men responsible fo r the adoption of 
th is  position by the U.G.E. then asked that i t  be 
extended to the Navy.

In  the Navy Negroes can become on ly  w a iters 
and cooks. In  th is  way they are segregated in to  
one p a rt of the ship. Instead of pro testing  th is  
and dem anding tha t they be perm itted in to  a ll 
branches of the service, they asked instead fo r 
a  separate battleship, cru iser, submarine, destroy
er and a irp lane  c a rrie r " to  be eventua lly manned 
and officered by Negroes.”

In  th is  way they ask fo r complete segregation! 
They aren’t satisfied w ith  half-way measures.

Negroes are also barred from  the naval aca
demy. Instead o f dem anding an end to  th is  and 
equal r ig h ts  fo r Negroes a t the academy, they 
asked instead fo r a separate "A nnapo lis ”  in  the 
V irg in  Islands.

Of course, i t  isn ’t too hard to figure out w hy 
the convention adopted th is  position. They knew 
w ha t d isc rim in a tio n  and segregation mean to the 
Negro people— hut they weren’t  th in k in g  of the 
Negro people. They were th in k in g  about them 
selves, and th e ir  jobs, and th e ir  salaries as gov
ernm ent employees.

B y te llin g  the colored people, "T h is  is a good 
th in g  fo r us; a ll we need now is more of i t  and 
more colored officers and our problems are solv
ed,”  they attem pted to keep in  office the A dm in 
is tra tio n  th a t signs th e ir  pay-checks and wipes 
its  feet on them.

WHAT IT  REALLY MEANS
B u t p u ttin g  aside fo r a m inu te  the sordid 

m otivps behind it ,  le t’s examine the proposal on 
its  own fee t and see how w e ll i t  stands up.

W hat-people who support such proposals don’t 
tinderstand is th is : The policy of d iscr im inat ion  
and segregation in the armed forces places a 
stamp of approval on d iscr im inat ion  and segrega
t ion  in  c iv i l ia n  li fe.

When Roosevelt endorsed segregation in the. 
A rm y , he said in  effect; Yes. Negroes are not 
lik e  other people, they should be placed o ff on a 
side, they are in fe r io r, and they should be sep
arated from  w h ite  men in  the A rm y  ju s t as they 
are separated ffom  them  outside the A rm y.

In  o ther words, the J im  Crow  po licy  in  the 
A rm y  is based on the theories of " in fe r io r ity  or 
Negroes" and (he "necessity fo r  w h ite  supremacy.”  
L e t M r. Edgar B rown ask any Southern lyncher 
o r K u  K lu xe r and they ’l l  te ll h im  th a t’s w hat 
i t  is !

Roosevelt, by announcing th is  po licy fo r the 
A rm y, says to the owners o f in dus try , to big busi
ness, to re lie f o ffic ia ls, to movie and restaurant 
proprie tors, and even to some reactionary labor 
lakers : Sure, go ahead J im  C row ing them, the 
governm ent is doing the same!

And B row n and his supporters are themselves 
now in the position of saying; Roosevelt is rig h t, 
we don 't deserve equal r igh ts , we should he segre
gated.

Those who support th is  position now cannot 
com pla in about d isc rim in a tio n  in  c iv ilia n  life  
e ither. I f  a reactionary school board in the N o rth  
wants to send colored ch ild ren  to separate schools, 
how w il l  B rown be able to argue against it?  A ll 
he could do is weakly say: A ll r ig h t, bu t don't 
fo rge t to give us colored teachers in  the J im  
Crow schools.

LIVES OF NEGROES INVOLVED
As long as the Negroes are separated from 

the white soldiers, it is very easy for the labor- 
hating officer caste in charge of the Army to 
pick them out for special assignment and work: 
as labor battalions, digging trenches and latrines, 
and as suicide squads, for the most dangerous 
work, where men’s lives are thrown away cheaply.

T his  was the practice in  the last war, and i t  
w i l l  be the practice in th is  war, as long as the 
officer caste contro ls the A rm y, and as long as 
Negroes are in  separate regim ents.

H a v ing  Negro officers fo r these separate reg i
ments w i l l  not change m atters in  th is  respect 
a t a ll. They won’t  he able to prevent choice of 
th e ir  regim ents fo r dangerous assignments at a ll.

Consequently, in  spite of who the officers are, 
separate regim ents w ill not protect the Negro 
so ld ie r from  the most im p o rtan t d isc rim ina tion  
o f a ll: a h igh proportion  of assignments that 
endanger his life .

Those who w ant to pro tect the Negroes from  
In s u lt and d isc rim in a tio n  m ust jo in  the struggle 
fo r union contro l of tra in in g . T h is  struggle alone 
w i l l  abolish J im  Crowism  in  the A rm y, w ill 
create the conditions whereby Negroes w i l l  be 
able to enter any regim ent, free of d isc rim in a tio n  
and officered by workers, black and w h ite , selectee 
by the soldiers themselves.

Join the Socialist 
Workers Party
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F IG H T  W IT H  T H E  
S O C IA L IS T  W O R K ER S  P A R T Y

ON T H E  W A R  F R O N T :
For:
1. M ilita ry  tra in ing  o f workers, financed 

by the governm ent, under control o f 
the trade unions.

2 . The establishment o f special officers’ 
tra in ing  camps, financed by the gov
ernm ent and controlled by the trade  
unions, to tra in  workers to become 
officers.

3 . Confiscation o f a ll war profits— all 
company books to be open fo r  trade  
union inspection.

4 . E xpropria tion  o f a ll war industries 
and th e ir operation under workers’ 
control.

5 . Trade union wages fo r  a ll workers  
drafted into  the arm y.

6 . F u ll equality fo r  Negroes in  the arm ed  
forces— Down w ith  J im  Crowism.

7. A n end to secret diplomacy.
8 . A  people’s re ferendum  on any and 

a ll wars.

A T  H O M E :
For:
1. A job  and decent liv ing  fo r  every 

w orker.
2 . T h irty -th irty— $ 3 0  weekly m in im um  

wage— 3 0  hour weekly m axim um  fo r  
fo r  a ll workers on a ll jobs.

3 . $ 3 0  weekly old age and disability  
pension.

4 . F u ll social, po litical and economic 
equality fo r  the Negro people.

5 . W orkers Defense Guards against vigi
lante and fascist attacks.

6 . A  tw enty-billion do llar Federal public  
works and housing program  to provide  
jobs fo r  the unem ployed.

7. E xpropriate  the Sixty Fam ilies.
8 . A n Independent Labor Party based on 

the Trade Unions.
9 . A W o rk e r’s and Farm er’s Govern

m ent.

Third Term
“ Like revolution, war forces life, from top to 

bottom, away from the beaten track. But revolu
tion directs its blows against the established power. 
War, on the contrary,' at first strengthens the state 
power which, in the chaos engendered by war, ap
pears to be the only firm support— and then un
dermines it.”

Leon Trotsky made this penetrating observa
tion in 1929 in reference to the reaction of the 
Austrian people at the outbreak of the first world 
war. Me could have made the same observation, 
had he not been assassinated by Stalin’s GPU 
agent, of the presidential election in the United 
States in 1940. Lor the th ird term which was 
granted to Roosevelt in defiance of all previous 
political tradition in the United States is a reflec
tion in the consciousness of the American masses 
o f the world war now raging upon our planet.

War intensifies to an agonized degree all the 
class contradictions. The ruling class concentrates 
its power, increases its oppression of the workers 
and poor farmers, thrusts them onto the battlefield. 
Its domination seems complete and invincible. It 
seems more powerful than at any previous period.

The workers and farmers not seeing the dis
tinction between defense of the nation and de
fense of the interests df the ruling class turn 
towards the “ only firm support”  which appears 
to be the existing slate power. A t the same time 
the changes brought about by the war sweep 
through their gray, monotonous, humdrum lives 
like a fresh breeze. Nothing could be worse than 
their present condition. They feel the change as a 
relief. They have not yet tasted the fire and horror 
of the war. They become more patriotic.

But the process of war exposes all the predatory 
interests of the ruling class. It reveals the state 
power for what it is, the instrument of that class, 
in this case the instrument of America’s Sixty 
Families. The hunger, blood, misery, oppression of 
war become unendurable and the masses, already 
launched on the road of change, begin seeking a 
way out.

The state power is undermined. The w ill of the 
masses finds expression for their interests in a

political party of their own; and they launch the 
drive to end forever the rule of the handful of 
colossally rich who up to then disposed of the fate 
of millions of human beings solely in the interest 
of millions of dollars.

Third term in the United States— something 
to astonish the bourgeois politicians, to frighten 
the more perspicacious of them. I t  is a harbinger 
of the more profound changes in the coming 
period! Let the breaking of this precedent serve 
as the green light to organization of an independent 
labor party and the establishment of a workers and 
farmers government!

Negro Doctors Barred
A request that Negro physicians be placed on 

the- Committee on Medical Preparedness of the 
American Medical Association has been turned 
down with the weasel excuse that it is “ impossible 
to change the membership of that committee until 
further action of the House of Delegates becomes 
possible.”

The A M A  has been using its tremendous in
fluence to hound out of hospitals those doctors 
who advocate public and socialized health services. 
It makes big rake-offs on approving dangerous 
patent medicines, and running fake nostrum ad
vertisements in the A M A  rrfagazine.

There is pathos in the fact that competent Ne
gro medical men must appeal to such a rotten out
fit. And this is but one further evidence of the fa l
sity of the idea advocated by spokesmen of the 
bourgeoisie that the Negro w ill receive better and 
fairer treatment under the capitalist government 
i f  he manages to wriggle around race barriers in 
the colleges and gain an education.

Only the destruction of the system which holds 
the entire Negro people in subjection w ill permit 
the individual Negro to enjoy his rights as a 
human being.

BOSSES’ M A N  W O R R IE D
M athew  W oll, a leading- rea c tion a ry  on the A F L  

executive council, warned the boss class o f the p e ril 
they faced in  bu ild ing  a conscrip t a rm y. In  a s ta te 
m ent made recently, W o ll pointed w ith  forebod ing 
a t the menace o f an a rm y  o f m illions  o f w orkers 
“ tra in ed  in  the a rts  o f m ilita r is m , re tu rn in g  to  th e ir  
com m unities in search o f jobs.”

End Secret Diplomacy
A growing certainty among the American mass

es that the Roosevelt administration has made 
secret commitments to Great Britain, and other 
foreign powers, has evoked a denial from Under
secretary of State Sumner Welless.

Welles, in a radio address Tuesday, declared 
“ There have never been, in the history of our 
political campaigns, more contemptible and more 
unpatriotic charges made than the charges fab
ricated by the opponents of the President that his 
Administration has entered into dangerous secret 
commitments with foreign governments. . . ”

The Soviet Government at the close of the last 
World War, when the Russian workers seized the 
secret files of the Czarist regime, disclosed irrefut
able documentary proof that a previous war Ad
ministration, that of Woodrow Wilson, did have 
secret commitments with the Allied powers, com
mitments which might never have been unveiled 
had the Russian workers not taken power, and 
which were an immediate factor in dragging the 
U. S. into the war.

The manner in which Roosevelt put over his 
destroyer deal with England, the way in which 
the pact with Canada was suddenly thrust into the 
faces of the American people, the frantic haste 
with which the America^ consulate in Nazi- 
threatened countries burned all documents, the 
fact that the Republicans Knox and Stimson in 
Roosevelt’s Cabinet have not made any effort 
to deny the charges—some of which have emanat
ed from Republican sources— although they are 
in a very favorable position to know the facts, all 
give a genuine basis for this certainty.

Capitalist diplomacy in general can be con
ducted on no other basis than deception and 
secrecy; otherwise the workers and oppressed would 
see the cold-blooded connivance and the mercenary 
horse-trading which is the whole basis of the dip
lomatic deals and alliances between all capitalist 

nations, democratic and fascist alike.
There is only one way to expose this sordid 

game. I f  the workers and farmers are being asked 
to shed their blood in the coming war in the in
terests of American imperialism, then they have 
the right to know the conditions for which they 
have been secretly commited to fight. An end to 
secret diplomacy! For the fu ll exposure of all 
treaties, pacts, and state papers to the eyes of those 
who must fight the wars!

Bourbons Shelve Bill
Not only did the Administration, in a united 

front with the Republicans, put thumbs down on 
a vote on the Anti-Lynch Bill recently, but it 
pul another measure supported by the Negro 
people on the shelf a few days later.

This was the Ramspect B ill calling for elim i
nation of photographs and the substitution of fin
gerprints on C iv il Service applications. The photo
graphs, naturally, have been a big help to those 
who discriminate against Negroes.

A bloc of 50 to 100 Southern congressmen said 
they would stand “ like the Rock of G ibraltar” 
against passage of the bill.

Whereupon the Republicans and non-Southern 
Democrats decided to put the vote on the b ill o ff 
until after the elections. The excuse they’re using 
is that they can’t get a quorum on the measure.

But i f  Roosevelt suddenly asked for a fere m il
lion dollars more to strengthen his Jim Crow re
gime in the armed force, they would get a quorum 
quick enough!

Roosevelt and W all St.
The Background and Future of a Third-Term President;
Bosses Use F.D.R. to Lure Workers to War and Reaction

By A R T  PREIS

The pay-off on a tremendous 
h is to rica l shell-game is now due. 
On November 5. the Am erican 
w o rk ing  masses were lined up be
h ind two em pty w a lnut shells, la
belled "Roosevelt” and “ W illk ie ."  
They were wagering not merely 
I he ir r ig h ts  and security, but the ir 
very lives.

They were certa in  losers w hat
ever th e ir  choice. For the only 
w inne r in  the "o ld  arm y game”  
is the m an ipu la to r. The m an ipu l
a tor of the 1940 P residentia l elec
tion  was B ig Business. The l i t t le  
pea, th a t is, the welfare o f the 
Am erican masses, was hidden un
der ne ithe r shell. I t  was “ palm
ed”  in  the dextrous hand of W all 
Street.

E very  racket employs a “ come- 
on.”  D u ring  the past eight years, 
the workers have been placing 
th e ir  bets on Roosevelt. They 
were perm itted to “ w in ”  a few 
sm all bets,— ju s t enough to give 
them confidence in  the game. 
Again they have staked every
th in g  on Roosevelt,— maybe th is  
lim e  they w il l  gain some real w in 
nings! But, by a s le igh t of hand 
ta iled  “ W ar,”  W all S treet is rea
dy now fo r a grand “ k i l l . ”

“ A m erica ’s S ix ty  Fam ilies”  are 
already counting the take. The 
Magazine of Wall Street. Septem
ber 7, in form ed its  s ilk-hat sub
scribers:

“ T en ta tive  W ashington gues
ses put i t  (im m ediate P E A C E 
T IM E  ‘national defense’ ap
p ro p ria tion s ) a t probably not 
less than $10 b illion  more fo r 
the N avy and S10 b illion  more 
fo r the A rm y — an aggregate 
‘cap ita l investm ent’ o f some 
$35 b illio n .”
T H IR T Y -F IV E  B IL L IO N  DOL

LAR S— just as a s ta rte r! ’ For the 
“ Defense o f Democracy” ? No! As 
a C A P IT A L  IN V E S T M E N T !

Rut th a t’s ju s t p in  money to 
W all Street. Barron's, one o f the 
W a ll Street financia l weeklies, 
August 26, declared:

“ However, bv ; close exam ina
tion  o f the testim ony' before 
Congressional ¿Ommittées and 
o ther expert op in ion . . .  i t  be
comes evident lh a t  the  to ta l 
sum involved takes on s tag 
ge ring  proportions. C erta in ly  i t  
is much grea te r than any th a t 
has been publicized so fa r. The 
m in im um  is perhaps !>0 B IL 
L IO N  D O LLA R S  and the m a x i
mum may be as much as 75 b i l
lion do lla rs . . .  These figures, 
la rge as they are, A R E  BASED  
ON T H E  A S S U M P T IO N  T H A T  
T H E  U N IT E D  S TA TE S  W IL L  
NOT E N T E R  T H E  P R E S E N T 
C O N F LIC T . (O ur em phasis)”

A F IF T Y  B IL L IO N  DO LLAR 
M IN IM U M  T A K E  FOR W A L L  
S TR EET— IF  T H E  U. ‘fe. DOES 
NOT GO TO W A R ! T ha t’s w hat 
every w orker voted fo r when he 
voted fo r Roosevelt. 50 b illio n  
do lla rs— th a t’s not hay! And i t ’s 
com ing out of the flesh and bones 
of the Am erican workers. T h a t’s 
the Old A rm y  Game of 1940!

W A L L  S T R E E T ’S 
SECOND C H O IC E

I f  Roosevelt is rea lly  the tool 
of W all St., w hy did so many of 
the bankers and in d u s tr ia lis ts  and 
the big business press endorse 
W illk ie ?

The answer to th a t question is,

f irs t, th a t they regarded W illk ie  
as a more tractab le  tool, not a 
d iffe re n t but a better ins trum ent 
fo r th e ir  designs than Roosevelt.

But even more im p e llin g  than 
th is  reason, is the completely un 
varnished reactionary character 
of the ru lin g  class. Through the 
ju s t completed election campaign 
the ru lin g  class has served final 
w arn ing on the workers th a t it 
is through w ith  the nonsense of 
“ re form ers.”  Its  program , hence
fo rth , is merciless warfare on la 
bor. In  “a tta ck in g ”  Roosevelt, 
W all S treet did not attack him 
as its  tool, but as the symbol of 
“ libe ra lism ”  w h ich he represents 
to so many m isguided workers.

For, in  lu r in g  an u n w illin g  
people in to  war, Roosevelt has 
proved supreme in  the a rt of de
ception. H is  libe ra l camouflage 
often appeared so rea lis tic  that 
i t  frigh tened many capita lists. 
They have always opposed y ie ld 
ing to labor even " in  p rinc ip le .”  
They have always preferred to 
address labor in  a more d irect 
tongue, the conc ilia to ry  end o f a 
black-jack.

A lthough led by Roosevelt to 
the " k i l l , ”  W a ll Street regards 
him  w ith  distaste. In  the past, 
Roosevelt cleverly held the finan
cia l pack in  leash whenever its  
im patience threatened to frigh te n  
o ff the labor quarry. W a ll Street 
is used to free-ranging, and dis
likes even the m ildest restra in ts . 
A lthough the leash is now o ff, B ig 
Business d is likes even the fact 
tha t i t  s t i l l  dangles from  Roos
evelt’s hand. I f  only the leash 
could be destroyed altogether!

That is why W endell W illk ie  
was W a ll S treet’s f irst  choice for 
W ar President. W illk ie  is one of 
the pack itse lf, who has tugged 
hardest at the leash. He would 
have been certa in , had he been 
elected, to have led the assault on 
labor w ith  undisguised feroc ity .

Yes, it. is true  tha t the m a jo r
ity  o f W a ll S treet magnates pre
ferred W illk ie . B u t they are not 
g reatly  concerned about the re- 
eleetion o f Roosevelt. They under
stand fu lly  w e ll th a t Roosevelt has 

I no choice but to represent them. 
I And, a fte r a ll, the bankers anl 
in d u s tria l bosses can’t feel too 
harsh ly  toward Roosevelt when 
profits fo r  the firs t quarte r of 
1940, p r io r  to the “ shoot-the-works”  
w ar spending, were already 67 
percent h igher than the same 
quarter of 1939: in  fact, h igher 
than in  1928, a peak prosperity 
year.

“ M Y  F R IE N D S ,. . . ”
Roosevelt’s a b ility  to make the 

| masses th in k  they are ge tting  
I som ething lias been his greatest 
| con tribu tion  to tire preservation 
of cap ita lism . For his p rim a ry  
objective ever since firs t tak ing  
office has been to save the A m er i
can capital is t system. He a ttem pt
ed to do th is  by reconc iling  the 
workers to the in terests of the 
bosses.

From  the s ta rt, Roosevelt y ie ld 
ed to labor on ly “ in  p rinc ip le ,’’ 
not fact. H is  f irs t act as Presi
dent revealed this. He consoli
dated tire leading finance cap ita l
ists through the hank m orato
rium , w h ile  w ip in g  out most of 
the sm all independent banks and 
m illio ns  o f sm all depositors. Next, 
through the N ational In d u s tr ia l 
Recovery Act, he fu rth e r entrench

ed in d u s tria l monopoly. Under 
th is  Act, the big in d u s tria lis ts  ex
term inated a large section of com
peting sm all businesses by mono
poly price-fix ing and s im ila r meas
ures.

F in a lly , be attem pted to s ta b il
ize the lig h t, or consumers goods 
industries by “ pum p-prim ing.’’ 
Through fa rm  loans, unemployed 
re lie f, etc., he tried  to s ta rt the 
flow  of pro fits  once more. These 
funds were intended p r im a r ily  as 
in d ire c t hand-outs to the chain 
and departm ent stores, and the 
textile , fu rn itu re , tobacco, chem i
cal, radio, auto and other manu
facturers. The meagre benefits 
from  these measures gleaned by 
die workers were included in  Ad
m in is tra tio n  costs under the head- 
;»gs. “ P io t Insurance”  and “ Smsvt 
P o litics .”

LA B O R  “ A P P E A S E M E N T ”
W h ile  s tab iliz ing  capitalism , 

Roosevelt was compelled to “ ap
pease”  labor. He affirm ed ver
ba lly  certa in  r ig h ts  of labor, em
bodied in  Section 7A  o f the N IR A  
and, la ter, in  the Wagner Act. 
Tiiese measures m erely endorsed 
an established r ig h t— so long as 
labor could enforce i t  by organ
ized action— the r ig h t to co llective 
barga in ing by organizations of la 
bor's own choosing.

T h is  grant in  “ p rinc ip le ”  was 
gained in  fact  solely by labor i t 
self. F rom  1933-1939 there were 
17,862 strikes, in vo lv in g  8,261,000 
workers (Labor In fo rm a tion  B u l
le tins, U. S. Dept, of Labor). 
These s trikes occurred in  every 
single in d u s try  w ith o u t exception, 
and were fought w ith  a fu ry  une
qualled in  Am erican labor h is to ry.

The fu ry  was required. D u ring  
Roosevelt’s ad m in is tra tion  the Na
tion a l Guard, financed and equip
ped w ith  federal funds and tra in 
ed by Regular A rm y  officers, has 
played its  most active s tr ik e 
breaking role. F rom  1933-35 alone, 
out of 42,737 N a tiona l Guards who 
were called to active duty, 32,640 
or 77 percent were used to break 
strikes. In  the one year, 1935, the 
N ational Guard was employed in 
73 s trikes in  20 states, a m a jo r
ity  o f them under “ New Deal”  
state adm in is tra tions. D u ring  the 
N ationa l T ex tile  S trike , Roosevelt 
h im self threatened to send Regu
la r A rm y  troops against the 
Rhode Is land s trike rs .

In  1934, Roosevelt already clear
ly  demonstrated th a t his labor 
“ p la tfo rm " was je rry -b u ilt. He 
perm itted General Hugh S. John
son. then his NRA adm in is tra to r, 
to  pu b lic ly  denounce t ile  te x tile  
s tr ike rs  and the San Francisco 
general s trike . New) Dealer Paul 
V. M cN utt, as Governor of In 
diana, te rrorized the Terre Haute 
s tr ike rs  fo r two months w ith  m ar
t ia l law. Roosevelt la te r rew ard
ed h im  w ith  the post of Social 
Security A dm in is tra to r. F.D.R.'s 
New Deal governor in  Ohio, M ar
t in  L . Davey, smashed the L it t le  
Steel s tr ik e  in  1937 w ith  armed 
troops. The New Deal Kelly-Nash 
machine in  Chicago murdered ten 
unarmed workers in  the M emorial 
Day Massacre in  1937.

These are but a few of the end
less facts w h ich  give irre fu ta b le  
proof that Roosevelt “ gave”  labor 
ju s t w ha t labor has been able to 
lake— w ith o u t any boss p o lit i
c ian's blessing!

(To Be Continued)

Rubber Strike Victorious
Bulletin

To the S ocia lis t Appeal 
Y O U N G S TO W N , October 31, 

1910— A fte r  three days’ p icke t
ing the s tr ik e  a t Republic Rub
ber Company was settled before 
a labor conc ilia to r on Wednesday. 
October 30 and the term s un
anim ously ra tifie d  by the union 
members on Thursday m orning. 
W ork was resumed a t once.

The term s o f settlem ent re 
qu ire  the company to  negotiate 
w ith  the union as sole ba rga in 
ing  agency and conduct nego tia
tions no t less than three tim es a 
week, reaching a signed contract 
by Decebcl 31. Recognizing th is  
settlem ent as a defin ite  v ic to ry , 
the members o f the U n ion hold 
no illusions concerning the good 
lu ith  o f the company and are 
pe rfecting  th e ir  m achinery fo r a 
possible resum ption o f the s tr ike  
i f  necessary.

*  *  *

YOUNGSTOWN, Ohio. Oct. 2 9 -  
O fficials of the Republic Rubber 
Co.,-subsidiary of the big Lee Rub
ber Co., arc seeking a cou rt in 
ju nc tio n  against mass p icke ting  In 
an e ffo rt lo  break the s tr ik e  of 
700 rubber w orkers w h ich Sunday 
n igh t at 10 o’clock shut the Re
public p lan t down cold.

The s tr ik e  was called by the 
executive board of Local No. 102 
of the United Rubber W orkers—

CIO, a fte r weeks of fru itle ss  e f
fo rts  to negotiate w ith  the com
pany. The management sought to 
l im it  meetings w ith  the un ion 
committee to one a week, refused 
to settle some 30 to 40 m ajor 
grievances w h ich  had piled qp. 
and de libera te ly  provoked the 
workers by em ploying legal aid 
from  the Associated Industries of 
Cleveland, a notorious s tr ik e 
breaking agency.

The union is dem anding a gen
eral five cents to 15 cents per hour 
wage increase, upward rev is ion of 
piece w ork  rates, enforcement of 
the sen io rity  provisions, settle
ment o f a ll accumulated griev-

J. P. MORGAN'S 
ERRAND BOY

J. P. M organ &  Co. would 
undoubtedly name the next 
Secretary o f S tate i f  W illk ie  
wins, since “ J. I*. M organ &  
Co. has always named the Sec
re ta ry  o f State in  a Republi
can A d m in is tra tio n ” , declared 
Dem ocratic N a tiona l C h a ir
man F lynn  la s t Thursday.

W e agree w ith  F lynn . Only 
we’d like  to  know who named 
the present Secretary o f W ar 
Henry L. S tim son— who hap
pens also to have been Hoov
er’s Republican Secretary o f 
State.

ances, a signed contract, and im 
mediate re instatem ent of “ Red”  
Doran, local president, fired Ju ly  
1 fo r "insubord ina tion .”

The s tr ik e  lias Decome a m ajor 
issue between the local bosses and 
police and the en tire  Youngstown 
CIO movement. Members of all 
CIO locals arc augm enting the 
mass picket lines, as large con tin 
gents of police are on hand to in 
tim ida te  the s trike rs . The local 
Teamsters un ion has refused to 
de live r raw  m ateria ls  to the p lan t.

Only the p lan t supervisory force 
is being perm itted  entrance in to  
the plant, on condition th a t th e ir 
cars are le ft outside the gates. 
S ix scabs managed to s lip  through 
t be pickets today, and three cars 
broke through the line. They w ill 
have a helluva tim e ru n n in g  the 
plant by themselves.

The s trike rs , men and women, 
Negro and white, are very m il i
tan t, and have not perm itted  even 
u drench ing ra ins to rm  today to 
dampen th e ir  sp ir its . One of the 
p icket captains, a m il ita n t Negro 
worker, successfully blocked the 
a ttem pt of a th re a te n in g 'p la n l o f
fic ia l to drive  bis car in to  the 
p lan t gates.

The CTO has been organized in  
the s truck  p lan t fo r  three years. 
I t  defeated the “ independent”  
company union in  an N LR B  elec
tion  fo r  sole barga in ing agency 
on Ju ly  20.

r - 1 —  —

Go Forward
Paralyzing Poison 
From the Ivory Tower 
Of Pacifism

B y JO SEPH H A N S E N  

Am ong the few  professional pacifis ts who made 
th e ir  presence known on re g is tra tio n  day, Reverend 
A . J. Muste, secre tary o f the Fe llow sh ip  o f Recon
c ilia tio n , issued a “ personal s ta tem ent”  th a t i f  he 
were o f d ra ft  age he would “ refuse to reg is te r.”  
Members o f the W a r Resisters League, the Church 
o f C h ris t S cientis t, and some who s im p ly  classified 
themselves as “ C h ris tian s”  who “ ob ject to the 
s laughter o f o ther men,”  likew ise re jected m il ita ry  
tra in in g .

“ You m ust no t hate o r be b itte r  against those who 
w il l  make i t  unpleasant fo r  you,”  they  proc la im . 
“ T u rn  the o ther cheek i f  any one annoys you.”  A nd  
the y  even ge t a b it  o f  a be llige ren t fee lin g  about 
th e ir  pacifism and take a “ pledge”  to  oppose w a r to  
the b it te r  end by “ methods o f non-violence.”

Pastors, reverends, vegetarians, old maids, and 
students soaking in  a pe tty-bourgeo is m ilieu  consti
tu te  the m a jo r ity  o f th is  pious crew. Some o f them  
w il l  end up w av ing  a f la g ;  the res t w i l l  d isappear 
in the upheavals to come w ith o u t leaving a trace.

NOBLE NORMAN’S PIOUS PRAYER
Am ong these re lig ious ob jectors to  m il ita ry  t ra in 

in g  wc find some w ith  a p o litica l tinge  such as N o r
man Thomas. They base themselves on the tra d it io n  
o f the la s t w a r when i t  was considered a revo lu tiona ry  
action to  announce you rse lf as a “ conscientious ob
je c to r”  and to iso late you rse lf fro m  the w orkers  as 
they w ere-arm ed and tra ined  in  m il ita ry  con flic t.

I f  th is  k ind  o f po litics  was understandable in  the 
las t w a r as the resu lt o f the im m a tu r ity  p f the re 
v o lu tio n a ry  m ovem ent in  A m erica, i t  is now com
p le te ly  inexcusable a f te r  the exam ple o f the Russian 
w orkers  in 1917.

Y e t we find Judah Drab, secre tary o f the N orm an 
Thomas you th  group, com ing ou t as a “ conscientious 
ob jecto r.”  In  b rie f, p iously  repea ting  the e rro rs  o f the 
past. D rob i t  seems is in  fa vo r o f democracy and so
cia lism  and nice th in gs  like  th a t, but he “ is s incere ly 
convinced th a t m ilita r is m  is one o f the m ost a n ti
dem ocratic forces in our society.”  How sha ll we f ig h t 
i t  as an “ an ti-dem ocra tic ”  force? B y re t ir in g  fro m  the  
s trugg le , procla im s Drob, and presum ably u n it in g  
in  p rayer.

THE HEADLESS HORSEMAN
A  special case is th a t o f the pe tty-bourgeo is re 

v is ion is ts  who s p lit  fro m  the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l 
and set up w ha t they ca ll the “ W orkers  P a rty .”  Since 
Burnham , th e ir  fo rm e r head, w ent h u r tl in g  in to  the 
camp o f the b ig  bourgeoisie, th is  pa c ifis t sp lin te r 
g roup has lacked a “ b ra in .”  Shachtman, i t  is tru e  
seems f irm ly  fixed in the saddle borne by lo n g -s u ffe r
in g  Abern and tr ie s  to  scare people now and then 
by w av ing  a ja ck -o -la n te rn  o f analogies and quota
tions carved ou t o f the  tex ts  o f M arx ism . However, 
Shachtm an s t i l l  rem ains no th ing  in  po litics  b u t a 
headless horseman.

As such he has ibeen jo u s tin g  fie rce ly  in h is news
paper aga inst the m il ita ry  po licy advocated by the 
Socia lis t W orkers  P a rty . He w i l l  have no th ing  to  do 
w ith  f ig h tin g  fo r  trade union con tro l o f m il ita ry  t ra in 
ing. Th is slogan he procla im s w ith  a righ teous a ir  
and m ore than a touch o f snobbery— probab ly from  
his association w ith  professor Burnham  who also took 
an academic in te res t in  the w o rk in g  class— is a de
p a rtu re  fro m  M arx ism .

W hy  a ll Shaehtm an’s sudden in te res t in  M arx ism , 
its  theory  and defense? Ju s t Shnchtm an’s w ay of 
scaring  o f f  any undue question ing on the p a r t o f his 
fo llow e rs  concern ing the heresies o f Cam paign- 
M anager D w ig h t Macdonald. D w ig h t has been la y ing  
down a public barrage aga inst the “ m ost basic prem 
ises o f M a rx ism .”  A n  em barrassing pos ition  fp r  can- 
d ida te-for-C ongress Shachtman, who te lls  his fo llo w 
in g  th a t he is run n ing  on a s im on-pure M a rx is t p la t
fo rm ! F o r Shachtman finds i t  inconvenient to la y  
rough hands on his own C am paign-M anager. W h a t 
i f  a n ti-M a rx is t D w ig h t should decide to  fu l f i l l  T ro t
s k y ’s pred iction and, like  Burnham , make a personal 
desertion fro m  the movement— r ig h t  in  the m iddle 
o f the e lectora l cam paign!

The answer? A tta c k  the “ devia tions”  o f the So
c ia lis t W orkers  P a rty  and i f  you can’t  find a rea l 
devia tion, ge t fr ie n d  D w ig h t in to  a bloc to d ig  up 
some quotations w ith  wh ich to  concoct one.

W e are no t in terested in c lu tte rin g  th is  sho rt 
a rtic le  w ith  the bleached bones which Shachtman has 
tied  together as the fra m e w o rk  o f his a rgum ent in  
support o f his pac ifis t tendency. Shachtman h im se lf 
w il l hasten to  hide th is  skeleton in  his closet where 
i t  w i l l  co llect cobwebs in  the dark along w ith  the 
previous artic les  he w ro te  aga inst the ideas o f 
T  ro tsky.

We a d m it qu ite  fra n k ly  w h a t Shachtman on ly 
dares ins inuate in a veiled and cow ard ly  fash ion— i 
th a t our m il ita ry  po licy :

(1) W as fo rm u la ted  by Comrade Leon T ro ts k y  as 
b is la s t g re a t con tribu tion  to the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l.

(2 ) Is  T ro ts k y ’s app lica tion  o f his T ra n s itio n a l 
P rogram  to the conditions o f w o rld  w a r and the m il i
ta r iz a tio n  o f the U n ited  States.

THE MARXIST ANSWER
M arx ism  has a d iffe re n t answer fro m  th a t  o f 

pacifism . I t  advocates th a t the class-conscious w o rke r 
s tay  w ith  his class. I f  the w orkers  are forced in to  a 
w a r he goes along side by side ta k in g  a ll the chances, 
on every occasion s tru g g lin g  fo r  th e ir  in te rests. B u t 
even more, understand ing th a t unless socialism  gains 
power im p e ria lis t w a r is inevitab le , lie advocates m i l i 
ta ry  t ra in in g  fo r  the w orkers. He advocates m il ita ry  
t ra in in g  fo r  the w orkers  under th e ir  own Control.

In  the face o f un ive rsa l m ilita r iz a tio n , to  the 
w o rke rs ’ question: W hat to  do. next? our answer fo r  
the present period is the slogan launched by T ro tsky , 
s trugg le  fo r  T R A D E  U N IO N  CO N TR O L OF M IL I .  
T A R Y  T R A IN IN G .

T ha t is the M a rx is t answer.


