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‘NATIONAL UNITY’ HIDES BLOW AT LABOR
MINNESOTA 
VOTE 5,743 
F0R CARLS0N
Anti-War Stand 
Gains Lead 
Among Minorities

B y C A R L  O’S H E A  
M IN N E A P O L IS , M inn.— T  h e 

S ocia lis t W orkers P a rty , on the 
basis o f the Novem ber 5 election 
re tu rns , has become the leading 
p a rty  appealing to the rad ica l 
in d u s tr ia l p ro le ta r ia t of M inneso
ta .

The sta te ’s m etropo litan  area, 
com pris ing  Ramsay and Hennepin 
counties, gave Grace Carlson, our 
senatoria l candidate runn ing  on 
the  T ro ts k y is t A n ti-w a r P a rty  
tic ke t, 2,782 votes. Thomas tra iled  
w ith  2,090. The B row der-Ford 
tic k e t could ge t on ly 842 votes, 
and A iken-O range o f the SLP 
sect obtained 1,338. Thus,' ru n 
n in g  aga inst tra d itio n a l candi
dates o f long-established parties, 
the  F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l candi
date and program  c lea rly  o u t
distanced its  riva ls .

V O T E D  FOR T R O TS K Y IS M
Returns on a state scale are no 

less encouraging. W ith  a hundred 
precincts yet to be ta llied , Carlson 
got 5,743; Thom as-Kruger, 5,946; 
B rowder-Ford, 2,520; and A iken- 
Orange, 2,417. Inasm uch as. our 
pd ffY  confined Its  élection cam
paign alm ost exclusive ly to the 
T w in  C ities, i t  is  extrem ely g ra ti
fy in g  to Pave obtained over 3,000 
votes from  the ru ra l areas fo r a 
candidate lis ted on the ba llo t as 
the T ro ts k y is t A n ti-w a r Party 
candidate, w ith  a ll tha t name im 
plies.

The state candidates of the 
Other rad ica l parties obtained but 
an in fin ite s im a l vote, the largest 
being a few hundred.

The state’s combined rad ica l 
vote more than doubled th a t of 
1936 when it h i t  bottom fo llow ing  
a com para tive ly  h igh vote in 1932.

The combined vote in  1932 was 
31,577 (Thomas, 25,476; Foster, 
6,101). In  1936 the rad ica l can
didates obtained only 6,407 votes 
(Thomas, 2,872; B rowder, 2,574; 
A iken , 961).

In  1940 the combined rad ica l 
vote is 16,626. a gain of ten thou
sand over 1936. Despite the fa ir 
ly  w ide newspaper and radio pub
l ic i t y  obtained by the Norman 
Thomas pacifis t sect, his group 
has now been passed by the c ity  
w orkers here in favo r of the So 
c ia lis t W orkers Party . That's one 
m ilestone on our road.

R E V O L U T IO N A R Y  PRO G RAM
The Socia list W orkers P arty  

made its  appeal to the voters on' 
a  s tra ig h t revo lu tiona ry  program :
A  r in g in g  ca ll to the w orkers of 
M innesota, the U n ited States and 
the w orld  to Stop the w ar by over
th ro w in g  cap ita lism  and in s titu t
in g  the d ic ta to rsh ip  of the pro le
ta r ia t  and w o rld  socialism . For 
the firs t tim e, the words of Lenin 
and T ro tsky  were heard over the 
rad io  in  the T w in  C ities. The 
people who voted fo r us voted fo r 
the revo lu tiona ry  so lu tion  o f the 
h o rrib le  cris is.

The SWP in  3940 has conducted 
the finest revo lu tiona ry  electoral 
campaign in  the h is to ry  of the 
M innesota revo lu tiona ry  move 
m ent. Ten thousand copies of a 
M innesota ed ition o f the Socialist 
Appeal were d is tribu ted . Three 
15-m inutc rad io ta lks  were given 
by the candidate. M any mass 
meetings were held. Scores of 
new people have come up to pa rty  
headquarters in  M inneapolis and 
St. Paul, p a rty  re c ru it in g  has 
quickened.

A P P E A L S  H E L P E D
Cursory exam ination of the 

ward and p rcc in t vote in the T w in  
C ities reveals a very positive cor
re la tion  w ith  the Socialist Appeals 
d is tribu ted . The workers in  the 
wards where we have concentrat
ed our Appeal d is tr ib u tio n  du rin g  
the past year have answered us 
by g iv in g  the Socia list W orkers 
P a rty  th e ir  vote of confidence. 
The re tu rn s  from  the Negro prec
in c ts  have been e x tra o rd in a rily  
encouraging.

F lin t  G. M. C onflic t Halted
UAW Officials Sanction Reprisals Upon Union Militants

FLINT, Miriff., WoV. 8—Xil 
agreement, was reached th is  week 
in  the 9-week figh t between the 
F isher Body Local No. 581, United 
Auto W orkers— CIO, and the Gen
eral Motors Corporation. The 
agreement provides fo r  re-employ
ment of 17 suspended F isher 
Body m ilita n ts , bu t w ith o u t back 
pay and w ith  severe company rep
risals forced on six o f the most 
m ilitant union men involved.

Accord ing to the agreement. I f  
of the suspended union men were 
p u t back to w ork  at F isher Body 
w ith o u t back pay. S ix men, how
ever, singled out as the best un
ion fighters, were refused employ
ment a t the F isher p lan t. The 
union negotia ting com m ittee was 
forced to accept a deal whereby 
these six men would be pu t to 
work at |h e  Buiek p lan t here in 
stead. Deprived of th e ir  accumu
lated sen io rity  at the F isher plant, 
and w o rk ing  at B u ick w ith  the 
status of new workers on proba
tion , the six are now subject to 
dismissal w ith o u t recourse.

The struggle broke out a fte r a 
long campaign of provocation and 
speed-up by the company. As a 
"lim ax  to th is  campaign, the com
pany began to negotiate w ith  the 
AFL-CIO  stooges in the plant In 
v io la tion  of the GM agreement 
w ith  the UAW-CIO, which had 
the vast m a jo r ity  in  the p lant.

The CIO men took action to 
e lim ina te  the AFL-c o m p a n y

stooges from  the iilan t. T h is  was 
countered by the company w ith  a 
shut-down and lock-out. In addi
tion , 17 key union men were then 
suspended from  the p lant.

The ju r is d ic tio n a l issue proved 
to be a company trap. Instead 
o f a concentrated figh t against 
the company on the real issues of 
speed-up, wage cuts and v io la tions 
of the union contract, the F isher 
local was maneuvered in to  what 
tlie  company could play up as an
other AFL-C IO  ju risd ic tio n a l 
scrap.

Once the 17 men were fired, 
however, i t  was the elem entary 
du ty  of the CIO-UAW to fight to 
restore them to th e ir  jobs. The 
local union met the issue by ta k 
ing  a s tr ik e  vote.

A t th is  po in t, the In te rna tiona l 
officers, Thomas, Reuther & Co., 
stepped in. refused to sanction 
s tr ik e  action and pu b lic ly  de
nounced the local un ion as being 
in the wrong. W hat was in rea l
i ty  a lock-out by the company 
was termed by Reuther "an ou t
law s tr ik e ."  T h is  was an open 
in v ita tio n  to the company to do 
its  worse.

T h is  thorough ly  disloyal blow to 
‘.he local union by the UAW  In 
te rna tiona l Executive Board led to 
the long drawn-out\ negotiations 
and the fina l severe settlement.

The s itua tion  demanded a strong 
union leadership which would

have faced the company w ith  an 
immovable fro n t and have made 
an uncom prom ising demand that 
the fired men be re-employed w ith 
out reprisals. Such a stand would 
have resulted undoubtedly in  a 
real un ion v ic to ry .

The local leadership, due to in 
experience and the pressure of 
the In te rn a tion a l officers, failed 
to take the best advantage of the 
s itua tion . They d id  not make 
clear the real issues at stake. The 
attacks of the In te rn a tion a l board 
members were met w ith  silence 
o r useless outbursts of anger in  
the local meetings. No real pro
gram of action was developed.

That the local came out o f the 
figh t even w ith  some gains sal
vaged is due to the consistently 
m ilita n t a ttitud e  of the rank and 
file o f the local.

There is no question tha t, de
spite th e ir  mistakes, fhe Local 
F isher leadership was honest and 
m ilita n t throughout the struggle.

W hat was and is required Is a 
clear-perspective and well-planned 
program  o f action, which w ill take 
in to  consideration not on ly the 
p lan t problems but the en tire  na
tiona l picture. T h is  w i l l  enable 
(he ranks to foresee the conserv
ative, do-nothing, and even t ra i
torous acts of Reuther, Thomas, 
Frankensteen & Co., who have ca
p itu la ted to the “ national defense" 
policies of the government.

Ford Gets Big War 
Order Day After 
FDR’s Re-Election

W ASHING TO N, Nov. 6.— As a 
resu lt of the recent decision of 
the U. S. C ircu it Court of Appeals 
tha t the Ford M otor Co. is g u ilty  
of "an o u trig h t v io la tio n ”  of the 
N ational Labor Relations Act, the 
Roosevelt ad m in is tra tion  is now 
g iv in g  i t  to  H enry  Ford  hot and 
Ijeavy— well, heavy!
'•Today (he W ar Dept, announceu 

th e ' aw ard ing of a contract ol 
$,123,323,020 w orth  of a irc ra ft en
gines to the Ford M otor Co. I t  
lbfcy have-been simple good w ill 
on the part of the A dm in is tra tion  
to show there was no hard feel- 
ipgs over the fact tha t Henry 
Ford, in  his e lation over a confer
ence he held w ith  W illk ic , had 
absent-m indedly le ft a $46 t ip  to 
:a waitress. And the award oc
curred sym bo lica lly  the day a fte r 
Roosevelt’s re-election.
i  Gone is the memory of Ford ’s 

re fusa l to m anufacture planes fo r 
IGreat B r ita in . And 25 United 
Auto W orkers union members are 
s t i l l  fac ing  ja i l  t’ol- passing out 
p.o-unlon leaflets at the great 
R iver Rouge Ford p lant gates last 
Week.

Stalinists Change 
Hammer and Sickle 
For Spade and Hoe

Lost in the hurly-burly of 
the election campaign was the 
fact that the Communist Party 
is quietly dropping its tradi
tional hammer and sickle sym
bol.

With its usual casualness in 
tossing over-board every rem
nant of its revolutionary past, 
the first notification of the 
change was made on its pre
election petitions.

A long-handled spade cross
ed upon a hoe blossomed forth 
in place of the symbol bor
rowed from the October Re
volution.

We mention this simply in 
passing. Everything the ham
mer and sickle represented has 
long since been abandoned by 
the parties of the Third In
ternational. Why not the sym
bol itself?

Australian 
Munitions Workers 
Call Quickie Strike

LITH G O W , A ustra lia . —  The 
L iihg ow  branch o f the Arm s, E x 
plosives, , and M un itio n  W orkers 
(Htderafion! Y cg fS fflf caftefif t  
’stop-work m eeting”  of 2,000 
workers at the Commonwealth 
Final 1 Arm s Factory.

The ha lf day s tr ik e  protested 
" i r r i ta t in g  delays in  paying com-, 
pensation claims, the im position 
of fines on employees who are a l
leged not to have clocked in  and 
out, ami o ilie r m atters."

Getting Big-Hearted

The Navy Dept, announces tha t 
pay Increases •am ounting to $3,- 
800,000 annua lly  w i l l  be given 
4-1,000 c iv ilia n  employees o f the 
departm ent in  order to bring the ir  
salaries and' wages in to  conform
i t y  w i th  prevai l ing standards. No 
mention is made of paging to 
these employees the m il l ions in  
back wages due them fo r  the years 
they have worked at the below 
standard scales.

From  Bingham ton, N. Y., conies 
a story of s im ila r generqsity. The 
Endicott-Johnson C o r p o  ration, 
which employs- 20,000 workers 
m aking shoes, ju s t announced a 
5 percent wage increase e ffec tive  
November 12. The increase bal
ances a -7 percent deduction fo r  
“ medical costs”  taken from the 
pay envelopes in the Spring of 
1P3S.

Anyway, i t ’s w h ite  o f you bosses 
—m igh ty  w h ite !

Molotov Pays 
Courtesy Call 
On Hitlerites

A ll the d ip lom atic  chancellories 
of the w orld  are w atch ing the 
v is it  o f S ta lin 's  flunkey  Vyaches
lav M olotov to B e rlin  fo r a con
ference w ith  H itle r .

The State departm ent in  W ash
ington is p a rtic u la r ly  interested, 
since vigorous e ffo rts  have, been 
made'by t t iiî l to^bica K ‘Start Hr from 
bis pact w ith  H itle r.

A threat t-o Japan from  the Rus 
sian flank  coincides w ith  the iin- 
f io r ia lis t in terests of the United 
States in  the Far East, p a rticu 
la r ly  in  re la tion  w ith  the rich  
booty of the colonial possessions 
of H o lland. France, am i Great 
B rita in .

S ta lin , on the other hand, fear- 
fu l of involvem ent in  the world 
w ar and the in te rna l repercus
sions involved w h ich  would un
seat. him  w hether i t  came from  
a progressive revo lu tion  o f the 
workers against his regime, or 
from  a successful attack by the 
H it le r  m il ita ry  machine, has been 
fo llow ing  his tra d itio n a l course of 
lic k in g  the boots of his most 
th rea ten ing enemy.

U n til H it le r  finds h im se lf con
fronted w ith  a tremendous m il i
ta ry  catastrophe, S ta lin  w ill re
volve as a sa te llite  to the Nazi 
chief.

The development of the war 
thus each day fu rth e r weakens 
the positions of the Soviet Union 
under the policies o f S ta lin . The 
assassination o f T ro tsky  by S ta lin  
was one of the most te rrib le  blows 
he lias dealt the Soviet Union. We 
can expect such blows on the pa rt 
of S ta lin  to continue in  the fu 
ture. Only the crush ing o f the 
S ta lin is t bureaucracy by the w o rk
ers can ensure the continued ex
istence of the Soviet Union.

War Drive Pushed 
" F u ll Speed”  Ahead
Wall Street Urges 
"National Unity" 
At Labor Expense

"N a tion a l U n ity ”  has become 
the ch ie f battle-cry o f the th ird - 
term  RooBevelt adm in is tra tion .

W ith  th is  slogan. Roosevelt 
hopes to harness the tabor move
ment to the w ar cha rio t of Am er
ican Im peria lism  and. inc iden ta l
ly . to silence his opponents of the 
extreme r ig h t-w in g  W all Street 
camp now mobilized behind Wen
dell W illk ie .

The “ N ationa l U n ity ”  campaign 
has come as a w h ir l-w in d  fo llow 
up of the election. I t  was in i
tia ted in  a big way Wednesday 
evening a fte r the election a t Car
negie H a ll, when lead ing Roos
evelt supporters made a symbolic 
a lliance w ith  th e ir  Republican op
ponents. represented by A lf  Lan- 
don, who delivered- a radio plea 
fo r u n ity  from  Kansas, and How
ard Coonley, chairm an o f the Na
tion a l Association of Manufactur- 
era, who spoke in  person.

C H A IN  G ANG  U N IT Y
On the same day as th is  meet 

ing, 18,000 movie theatres th rough
ou t the country began the show 
ing  of a short film  c a llin g  on th i 
Am erican people to "fo rg e t the ir 
po litica l differences”  and un ite  be 
h ind the President in  the in te r 
ests ,of, "n a tio n a l defense”  and in 

-Hi'S Thejp o f the  “ greatektrtrefrttce 
to our dem ocratic way of life .”

Param ount objective o f-the “ un 
i t y ”  campaign is to reg im ent la
bor behind the w a r drive  o f the 
Am erican ru l in g  class. W hile d i
vided s t i l l  on m atters of domestic 
policy, w h ich  take on a completely 
secondary character in  view  of the 
p rim a ry  in te rna tiona l objectives 
of Am erican im peria lism , the ca
p ita lis t class, as represented by 
both ils  po litica l w ings, the De
m ocratic and Republican parties, 
is so lid ly  un ited on the questions 
of foreign policy. And th is  re
quires fo r its  successful rea liza
tion  a com pletely docile w o rk ing  
class.

In  bis first in te rv ie w  fo llow ing  
bis re-election. Roosevelt stressed 
that his f irs t task w il l  be lo  in 
tervene i l l  the sp lit between the 
A F L  and CIO to effect a un ited 
labor movement. T h is  un ity , how
ever, is not dictated so fa r as 
Roosevelt Is concerned, by the 
needs of labor itse lf in  its  con flic t 
w ith  the boss class: bu t in  the in 
terests of "n a tio na l defense.”

F IG H T  FOR SPO ILS
Even the most reactionary 

spokesmen fo r W all Street have 
voiced th e ir  complete accord w ith  
th is  aim . They are a ll fo r  la.'ior 
“ u n ity ” — the u n ity  of a prison 
chain gang shackled together. But 
they in s is t on the preservation 

(Continued on Page 4)

W ar Crisis Brings 
FDR Intervention 
In Latin America

Negro Sailors Are S till in the Brig
By A L B E R T  P A R K E R

Because they bravely exposed 
the hypocritica l na ture of the slo
gans about a “ war fo r democracy,”  
and because they warned other 
Negroes cbout the fa ls ity  of the 
promises o f the re c ru it in g  ser
geants about, " jo in in g  the Navy 
seeing the world and learn ing  a 
trade,”  two of the fifteen Negro 
mess boys on the U.S.S. P hiladel
phia stationed a t Long Beach, 
C a lifo rn ia , are in  prison aw a iting  
cou rt-m artia l, and the others are 
prlsoners-at-large, forb idden to 
leave the ship, held fo r " fu r th e r  
investiga tion .”

Letters from  two of the men on 
the s h ip , sent to the Pittsburgh  
Courier  th is  week appeal to tha t 
paper to publicize the fact tha t 
the officer caste is a ttem pting  to 
te rro rize  them because they dared 
to sign th e ir  names to the p rev i
ous le tte r.

A F R A ID  TO SIG N
One o f them, ending “ I ’am 

afra id  to sign ray name. One of 
l he P h ilade lph ia  Boys,”  sends the

nfo rm a tion  tha t "Goodwin and 
Johnson were put in  prison fo r 
s tanding up fo r  th e ir  r ig h ts  and 
a ll the rest of us can’ t  leave the 
ship . . .  I hope the people of my 
race w ill not. stand up and see 
men te ll the tru th  and go to p r i
son.”

The other, also unsigned, ex
pla ins that the "Com m anding Of
ficer of the ship is ho ld ing a ll of 
us fo r an investiga tion  try in g  to 
force the boys to te ll who is t in  
brains o f that le tte r.”
O FF IC E R S  G R IL L  M E N

I t  is p la in  from  th is  tha t the 
officers of the P h ilade lph ia  arc 
determine! to  p u t an end to  any 
protests to public; op in ion against 
J im  Crowism. They have arrest 
ed two of fhe men and arc g r ill in g  
the others to find out who the 
“ ag ita tors”  and “ ins tiga to rs ”  are. 
I t  is  inconceivable to them that 
men can he driven  ju s t so fa r and 

I then they revo lt w ith o u t the help 
of "a g ita to rs ”  because they jus t 
can’t stand the torm ent and in s u lt 
to which they are subjected.

B u t i t  is  equally p la in  tha t so

¡ar they have had no success. The 
toys are s tick ing .toge the r and. in 
the face o f in tensified in qu is itio n , 
are s t i l l  appealing to the public- 
to r help.

A ID  COMES
Already (hey arc being joined 

by men from  other ships, coming 
l.o th e ir  aid, he lp ing as much as 
they can under the circumstances.

One of these, a mess man from  
the far-away Naval A ir  Base at 
Opa Locha, F lorida , helps to break 
through the w a ll of silence sur
round ing the case by passing on 
to the Courier  a le tte r lie bad 
received from  Byron Johnson, who 
has since been th row n in to  prison.'

Johnson, in answering a ques
tion from  him  on the results of 
I he ir le tte r’s publication, w ro te ; 
"W e are now P.A.L. (prisoners- 
at-large). Of course, we can’t do 
much since they have us re s tr ic t
ed u n til the outcome o f the case. 
As it  is now, we are unable to 
do any th ing  since we can’t  make 
any outside contacts. So i t  is up 
lo you to carry  on where we le ft

o ff . . . The boys o f the Philadel
ph ia  are depending on everyone I 
to buck us up.”

The sa ilo r who received Ib is  
le tte r signed his name, saying: 
" i f  you publish any th ing  about 
Ib is  le tte r, you may publish my 
name i f  you feel i f  necessary to 
do so. That, o f course, would 
probably mean that 1 would meet 
the same fate Byron JohnsOn and 
his friends met. B ut I  am fana- 
•ttcal enough about i t  a ll to a llow  
tha t to happen to me too, i f  nec
essary.”  The Courier  did not p r in t  
his name.

T h is  is followed by a long le t
te r signed by R ichard C. W atts. 
Donald Moran and W illia m  Sea- 
brook, o f the U.S.S. Sampson, 
stationed at N orfo lk . V irg in ia , in 
which, a lle r  paying tr ib u te  to the 
courage o f the Philadelph ia men 
they proceed to uncover a system 
o f J im  Crow condiUons on board 
th e ir  ship tha t eas'ly riva ls  fo r  
viciousness the story to ld about 
the Philadelph ia.

These conditions exist not on ly

in the every day life  of the ship, 
but on Sunday too, fo r as they 
say; "The C onstitu tion c learly  
provides tha t a ll men are created 
equal, yet in  our Naval churches 
- both Protestant and C atholic— 

d iscrim ina tion  is openly practiced. 
When conditions are so bad tha t 
people who say they are believers 
oi‘ God, are choicy about who sits 
beside them, then i t  is tim e that 
we pray and s ta rt to do something 
about i t . "

“ We (colored) men in  the Navy 
are jus t flunk ies, disguised in a 
un ifo rm  . . .  It. w i l l  be found tha t 
on the sm aller ships in the Navy, 
the mess boys rea lly  do not have 
a place to eat th e ir  food properly. 
He e ither has to stand up or sit 
flown on the deck to eat. w h ile 
the rest of the crew have desig 
nated tables, where they may sit 
ta lk , properly m asticate and en
joy th e ir  food.

S E N T  TO BRIG
“ We are subjected to be rough ly 

spoken to three-fourths Of the 
tim e, cursed a t sometimes, w ith 

out a m u rm u r o f resentm ent coin
ing  fro m  us. In  case o f resentment 
we are put on report, restricted, 
fined, or sent to the b rig  fo r being 
insubordinate to a superior officer, 
c-tc. . . .

“ W herever we tu rn  we hear tin  
words, 'D on ’t  do th is ' o r ‘D on’t  do 
th a t’ , or you don’t  get lib e rty  for 
a week. We are no t wanted to 
ta lk  to each other when an office! 
is around, and in  general, an of
ficer is to be treated as though 
he were a god or k ing .

S H IP S  A R E  J A IL S
“ L ite ra lly  speaking, Ihe Negrc 

is in ja i l  under observation bin 
somebody thought it  would sound 
nicer to call it the Navy . . .

"The m a jo rity  of officers seem 
to th in k  that we Negroes are just 
a race of illite ra te s  who have to 
have someone standing over them 
w ith  a wh ip a ll the tim e and te ll 
them w lia t to do . . .

“ We are allowed th ir t y  days 
leave each year, w h ich we rare ly 

(Continued on Page 3)

W ith  the th ird  te rm  nailed over 
his fireside, Roosevelt has re 
turned to  W ashington to  rep re 
sent A m erican cap ita lism  fo r  an
other fo u r years. He im m ed ia te ly  
accelerated his d rive  tow ard  war, 
m arkets, colonies, plunder, re g i
m enta tion o f the labor movement. 
W a ll S tree t reacted w ith  g reat 
a c tiv ity  on the stock exchange, 
steels, chemicals, and governm ent 
securities leading.

On the home fro n t, Roosevelt 
launched a drive  fo r  “ na tiona l 
u n ity ”  a t the expense o f the labo r 
m ovem ent to  back up the “ de
fense measures.”  N o t a ca p ita lis t 
paper la s t week fa iled  to c a rry  
ed ito ria ls  and headlines on the 
need fo r  “ na tiona l u n ity .”  The 
Republicans also backed the drive  
to a man— W illk ie , Landon, F ish, 
etc. Some o f them  suggested 
bu rn ing  cam paign lite ra tu re  in 
bonfires like  so m any cam paign 
prom ises as a gesture o f “ na tion 
a l u n ity .”  A t  the same tim e  the 
Republicans demanded fo r  them 
selves the r ig h t  o f “ loya l oppo
s itio n .”

Roosevelt indicated th a t he 
would push fo r  “ u n ity ”  between 
the CIO and the A F L . Pressure 
Tom the W hite  House to un ite  a t 
ihe exp,ei>!te..^^ip^strial htunn*-. 
ism  is atheady oetng f e l t ”  among! 
the delegates to  the tw o trade 
union conventions a t A tla n tic  
C ity  and New Orleans. There was 
ta lk  o f ap po in tin g  M ayor La 
G uard ia as S ecre tary o f Labor th 
replace Secretary Perkins.

On the question o f increasing 
taxes, especially the in d ire c t 
taxes which p ick  the pockets o f 
the w orkers, and increasing the 
na tiona l debt to 65 b illion  do lla rs 
to take care o f loans to  finance 
construction, o f the greatest m il i
ta ry  machine in the world . Roose
ve lt conferred w ith  Dem ocratic 
leaders. I t  was undecided w hether 
to do th is  job  now or w a it  u n t il 
around C hristm as tim e.

ON T H E  W A R  F R O N T
On the  w a r f ro n t  fo re ign  d ip 

lom ats and fo re ign  governm ents 
a long w ith  S ecre tary o f N avy 
Kno-x co rre c tly  in te rp re ted  Roose
v e lt s re-e lection as in d ica ting  
t.nat w a r prepara tions on the pa rt 
c f  W ashington would be speeded 
up. I t  was in tim a ted  .in  c ircles 
near the W h ite  House th a t 
Rooseveit m ig h t ask the next 
Congress to repeal the Johnson 
A c t p ro h ib it in g  loans to na tions* 
in de fau lt o f  past debts and to 
repeal the cash-and-carry p ro v i
sion o f the N e u tra lity  A c t in 
view  o f the present s tra in  on the 
cap ita lis ts  o f G reat B rita in .

On the day fo llo w in g  Roose
ve lt's  re-election, the B r it is h  
launched a propaganda cam paign 
to b rin g  the U n ited  States in to  
the w a r as a d irec t m il ita ry  p a r
ticipant.. decla ring th a t the idea 
the U S A  can keep ou t is “ ju s t so 
much hunk.’ The B ritish - argue 
th a t B r ita in  can’t  possib ly ou t
produce Qerm any in w a r m a te r
ials, th a t B r ita in  alone can’t  pay 
the expense o f f ig h tin g  H it le r—  ■ 
the burden m us t be sh ifted  onto 
the backs o f the A m erican pufi- 
lie too, th a t they can use a t th is  
tim e some navy un its, some p ilo ts  
and some a irc ra f t  w ith  guns to 
go along w ith  the p ilo ts , and th a t 
a declaration o f w a r by W ash
ing ton would “ tu rn  the  tide  o f 
m ora le”  in  fa vo r o f G reat B r ita in .

L A T IN  A M E R IC A N  
E X P A N S IO N

The L a tin -A m e rican  countries 
read the election re tu rns  as a go- 
ahead signa l fo r  US expansion in 
th e ir  d irec tion . J u s t as H itle r  
f irs t  swallowed A u s tr ia . Sudeten. 
Czechoslovakia, the g re a te r p a rt 
o f Poland, then D enm ark, N o r- 
way, Holland. Belg ium  before 
re a lly  tu rn in g  loose on his m a jo r 
foe, France and B r ita in , so i t  is 
expected th a t the tho rough ly  
hated “ E l T io ”  Sam w ill move in  
on the weak sem i-colonial L a tin -  
Am erican countries. The agents 

(Continued on Fage 3)
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W rite  to us— te ll us w hat’s go ing  on in  yo u r pa rt o f the 
labor movement— w hat are the w orkers  th in k in g  aboutP—tell 
us w hat the bosses are up to— and the G-men and the loca l cops—  
a n d  the S ta lin is ts— send us tha t story the cap ita lis t press d idn ’t 
p r in t  and that s to ry  they buried o r d is to rted— our pages are open 
to you. Le tte rs  must c a rry  name and address, but indica te i f  you 
do no t w ant yo u r name printed.

Urges Appeal Editors 
To Use Two-Syllable 
Words, Bury Dictionary

Eye-Witness Recounts 
Bad Treatment Given 
Canal Zone Soldiers

Editor:
A fte r reading tlie  November 2 

issue of the Socialist Appeal. I 
was s truck, as I have been s truck 
before by its  scholastic tone. I 
believe tha t the Appeal should 
t ru ly  be a workers ' paper. I would 
lik e  to ask i f  the ed ito r th in ks  
tha t the Am erican workers can 
fu lly  comprehend, w ith ou t the aid 
of Webster (and they probably do 
not own one) the Ph. D. theses 
on Lew is ’ reversal. I t  is  not the 
ed ito r’s job to give the workers a 
lesson in  five-syllabe words but 
ra ther to speak in  th e ir  language, 
not the language of the u n ive r
s ity . I f  the ed ito r does not know 
how the workers ta lk , le t h im  go 
out and live  among them fo r a 
wh ile .

I t  has been said th a t since the 
F ou rth  In te rn a tio n a l on ly  comes 
once a m onth, we therefore need 
theoretica l and sem i-theoretical a r
tic les in  the Appeal fo r the more 
advanced workers. How about 
le tt in g  the more advanced w o rk
ers h u n g e r fo r a few weeks while 
we feed those workers tha t we 
are try in g  to rec ru it. Save the 
desserts fo r the F ourth  and give 
us the staples once a week in the 
Appeal.

I remember the series of artic les 
the Appeal carried on the auto 
w orkers fight. Do you remember 
— there were common w orkers ’ ex
pressions, sim ple language—la n 
guage th a t D e tro it and every 
other w o rk in g  class c ity  could un
derstand. Have those people fo r
gotten how to w rite?

L e t’s tie  a few keys down on 
the typew rite r. It 's  about time- 
tha t we le ft the school and w a lk 
ed across the tracks.

Houston, Texas 
•  •  •

Editor’s Reply :
In  place o f tak in g  away the edi

to r ’s copy o f Webster— where he 
searehs p a in fu lly  fo r the five-syl
lable words he uses— how about 
crow ding out his artic les by send
in g  in  some w orkers ’ stories from  
your d is tr ic t?

We are sure tha t a ll the read
ers of the Appeal would like  to 
hear labor news from  Houston, 
w ith  or w ithou t the type w rite r 
keys tied down.

STEELWORKERS 
USE “QUICKIE” 
TACTIC TO WIN

YOUNGSTOWN. Ohio, Nov. 1.— 
"Q u ick ie ”  s trikes are being used 
w ith  te llin g  effect, p a rtic u la r ly  in 
the Republic Steel p lan t here, 
to enforce settlem ent of the sw e ll
in g  lis t  of grievances which have 
been harassing, the steel workers.

On October 18, 100 workers in 
the sh ipp ing departm ent of Repub
lic  staged a day-and-a-half 
‘‘qu ick ie " shut-down w h i c h  
brought the company to terms 
w ith  an assurance of wage in 
creases to be im m edia te ly nego
tia ted w ith  the Republic local 
of the Steel W orkers Organizing 
Committee.

P r io r  to the sh ipp ing  depart
m ent stoppage, over a hundred 
shippers pulled a three hour ha lt, 
re tu rn in g  to w o rk  when the mam 
agement promised wage increases. 
They threaten to p u ll another 
“ qu ick ie ”  i f  the company does not 
come through.

These, and a number of other 
s im ila r actions, are resu lting  in 
large gains fo r the membership 
of the SWOC in  Youngstown, as 
the steel workers, d isastrously de
feated in  the L it t le  Steel s tr ike  
in  1937, begin to take courage 
again and learn tha t i t  is possible 
fo r  them  to buck the steel bosses 
and w in.

The “ qu ick ie ”  tac tic  is spread
in g  to o ther steel plants. An ef
fective stoppage o f th is  type was 
pulled by the en tire  machine shop 
departm ent of the MacDonald 
plant of the C arnegie-Illino is Corp. 
of U. S. Steel several days, a fte r 
the sh ipp ing departm ent w alk-out . 
In Republican.

The en tire  s tr ik in g  departm ent 
confronted the management as a 
com m ittee of the whole and in 
a few hours re turned to w o rk  
w ith  th e ir  demands fo r revision 
o f w o rk ing  schedule and ample 
advance w ork no tifica tion  granted.

E d ito r :
I  im agine th a t conditions in  the 

Canal Zone where I  v is ited  re 
cen tly  can be taken as a measure 
o f conditions in  the armed forces 
elsewhere. The Canal is such a 
v ita l spot to Am erican im periab 
ism th a t one feels they would 
exe rt th e ir  g rea test e ffo r ts  to  
keep the rank and file  soldiers 
satisfied there. Y e t conditions fo r  
the o rd in a ry  sold ier in the Cana) 
Zone are bad. F rom  w hat I  saw 1 
can w e ll understand the ins is 
tence o f you r paper th a t the 
unions be supplied w ith  means by 
the governm ent to tra in  o ffice r 
personnel fro m  th e ir  own ranks 
to  lead the w orkers who w i l l  be 
dra fted  in to  the armed forces. 
You are 100 per cent correct 
when you state th a t the present 
o ffice r corps ju s t doesn’t  g ive a 
bang about the lives, conditions, 
or w e lfa re  o f the enlisted men.

M .P.’s (m il ita ry  police) are ob
tained by posting  notices in  the 
barracks th a t  such posts are 
open. The men to ld  me th a t on ly  
ra ts  take such o ffe rs . These M. 
P.’s are required to  make a t least 
three arrests per m onth o r else 
they are dismissed from  the 
police. In  order to  f i l l  th e ir  quota 
they stop a t no th ing. The rules 
rega rd ing  res tr ic ted  areas are so 
com plicated ( th e y  even invo lve 
w ha t f lo o r o f a bu ild ing  you m ay 
o r m ay no t v is it)  th a t they can 
a lw ays find som eth ing to  charge 
you w ith . Penalties are corres
pond ing ly  severe.

The food is e ithe r poor, in 
adequate, o r both. They have been 
able to  obtain im provem ents, but 
since th is  involves open protests 
by the men,, i t  also provides an 
op p o rtu n ity  to the officers to  

-have the m ost out-spoken soldiers 
fined, ja iled , im prisoned, o r to 
have th e ir  lives made m iserable 
by o ther means.

Socially, the  soldiers are os
tracized toy the Am erican com
m un ity , th a t is the o ffice r and 
m anageria l section o f it .  I  saw 
tw o soldiers in  un ifo rm  t r y  to buy 
ticke ts  fo r  a m ovie in Panama 
C ity . They were to ld  th a t the re  
wore no more seats. M y  w ife  and 
I walked- up and were im m edia te
ly  sold tw o ticke ts . I  asked w hy 
the soldiers were refused. The 
g ir l  in  the booth, look ing  shocked, 
answered, “ To- so ld ie rs? ’ ’

A ll  th is  tends to  bu ild  up such 
a fee ling of resentment tha t the 
men go to a ll lengths to  t r y  to 
ge t ou t o f the Zone forces.

In view of a ll th is , one can on ly 
m arve l a t the hypocrisy  o f the 
government propaganda regard
ing  “ defense,”  when fro m  th e ir  
own p o in t o f v iew  they are do ing 
eve ry th in g  possible to  underm ine 
th e ir  own m il ita ry  forces.

The defense aga inst fascism 
m ost ce rta in ly  cannot be le f t  in 
the hands o f  such an o ffice r 
corps.

W ith  best wishes,
Tw o Friends

MARXIST
SCHOOL

Lectures fo r the 
Coming Week 
D ialectica l M ateria lism  

am i N atura l Science 
Monday 7:10 to 8:40 

Lecturer: William F. Warde
The R evo lu tionary 

F igh t Against Fascism 
Monday 8:50 to 10:20 

Lecturer: Felix Morrow
The Death Agony o f 

Capitalism  and the 
Rise o f Fascism 

Tuesday 7:10 to 8:40 
Lecturer: Murry Weiss
Trade Unions and 

T rans itiona l Demands
Tuesday 8:50 to 10:20 
Lecturer: Farrell Dobbs 

To be held at 
IR V IN G  PLAZA

Irv ing  Place and 15th St. 
New York C ity

Job Training 
Rights Rented 
Negro Youths

NEW  YORK, Nov. 8.— Negroes 
w ill have the “ honor”  of doing 
ihe d irtie s t and most dangerous 
tasks, in. the arm y, but they, are i 
being system atica lly excluded 
from  w ork in  the war industries. 
They are even being denied- ac
cess to the vocational tra in in g  
being ordered by the N ational De
fense Commission.

State and local adm in istra tors- 
of the “ na tiona l  ̂defense”  voca
tion a l tra in in g  courses in  Alaba
ma. fo r instance, are re fusing out
r ig h t to pe rm it Negroes to take 
such tra in in g . They argue that 
the in d u s tr ia l p lan ts in  the local 
com m unities do not h ire  colored 
workers.

The N ational Association fo r 
the Advancement of Colbred Peo
ple has lodged a protest against 
th is  po licy w ith  the U. S. Office 
o l Education.

Negro Appointed 
To Higher Rank 
In Armed Forces

Police Raid Office 
Seize Trotskyist 
Literature

Police raided the home and 
law office of John Royston 
Wishart in Sidney, according 
to reports in the Australian 
press, and seized a quantity of 
anti.-war leaflets addressed to 
soldiers, and: other documents 
including one purported to be 
an organizational report of the 
Communist League of Austra
lia. section of the Fourth In 
ternational.

The leaflet, beginning “Re
volutionary Greetings” was 
distributed to soldiers during a 

; march through the city, ac
cording to the press report.

In the raid, declared detec
tives. they found five copies ol 
a document headed “To the 
Soldiers, of the Second A.I.F .” 
in Wishart’s office, and nine 
more in- the room in which he 
lived. Three copies of one 
headed “This Imperialist W ar” 
were found at the office and 
four more in his room, they 
said.

The raid was made just 
prior to the Australian elec
tions.

Bad Health Has 
Arm y W orried

A LB A N Y . N. Y., Nov. 8 — In  u 
gesture intended to cover up the 
Jim -Crow policies in  the armed 
forces, Governor Lehman today 
promoted L ieu t. Chauncey M. Hoo
per, New Y ork  C ity, to command 
of the 369th Coast A r t ille ry ,  Negro 
regiment of the New York N ation
al Guard.

Hooper, an atto rney who was 
a delegate to the 1939 State Con
s titu tio n a l Convention, is the firs t 
Negro to gain command over a 
m ajor u n it in  the state m ilita ry .

T h is  isolated move corresponds 
to the pre-election gesture of Roos
evelt in  belatedly appo in ting  an
other Negro, Colonel Benjam in 
Davis, to the rank of brigadier- 
general. Davis had been ignored 
at the tim e when scores of w h ite  
colonels had been promoted. B u t 
the poss ib ility  o f losing Negro 
votes a fte r the A dm in is tra tion  
had openly declared its  in ten tion  
of m a in ta in in g  its  tra d itio n a l pol
icy of segregation o f Negroes in  
a ll branches of the armed service, 
led the president to th is  last m in 
ute move. Davis is to be re tired  
in  a few months anyway.

A.L.P. Doubles 
Vote of 1936 
In New York

Since 1936, the Am erican Labor 
P arty  has nearly doubled its 
s treng th  in the slate of New York 
election re turns indicate.

W ith  33 d is tr ic ts  s t i l l  to report, 
the pa rty  received 422,656 votes 
as compared w ith  274,924 fou r 
years ago.

The vole is s ign ificant despite 
the fact tha t a ll the ballots cast 
fo r the A L P  went to Roosevelt, 
since the same fact held true in 
1936.

The vote fo r the Socialist Party 
in  the state of New York declined 
to less than one fou rth  o f w hat 
i t  received in  1936, Norm an Tho
mas ob ta in ing  on ly  20,114. Ac
cord ing to the New York election 
law a pa rty  m ust receive a m in i
mum of 50,000 votes to rem ain on 
the ba llo t fo r the subsequent elec
tion . The Com m unist P arty  was 
barred by an a rb itra ry  ru lin g  of 
tile  courts.

Now tha t they are ready to 
s ta rt the slaughter, the cap ita lis t 
class and its  m ed ica l'flunkeys are 
ge tting  very solic itous of our 
health. W itness:

1. A N ational Committee to 
Conserve Manpower in  the Defense 
Industries, made up of 24 vo lun
teers opera ting as special agents 
of the U. S. Departm ent of La
bor, has been set up to devise sys
tems designed to prevent indus
t r ia l accidents and to “ watch the 
safety and hea lth ”  of workers in  
war Industry .

2. The Am erican Medical Asso
c ia tion has set up a N ationa l Com
m ittee on Preparedness to watch 
the health of workers, especially 
women, draw n fresh ly  in to  war 
work. Th is body w i l l  ca rry  on 
research in  occupational diseases 
and in d u s tria l poisons and in-

! crease health and safety educa
tion .

3. The m ayor o f New Y ork Ci
ty  and the governor of New York 
have appealed to the Am erican 
Medical Association fo r lis ts  of 
physicians w ith  a “ broad commun
al v iew ’’ to serve w ith  d ra ft 
boards as members of the board 
ra the r than as physicians.

4. T ile  U. S. A rm y  is watch ing 
w ith  in te rest B r it is h  experiments 
in  fo r t ify in g  m argarine w ith  V ita- 
;-min B -l. (W hy no t give the B r it 
ish workers bu tte r fo r a change?)
Our B r it is h  cousins" have found 

That the d ie t they have been a llow 
ing  th e ir  workers induces “ moodi
ness, sluggishness, indifference, 
m ental and physica l fa tigue  and 
fea r."  W hich seems to be a ll 
r ig h t  in  peace tim es when the 
w orst an in d iv id u a l w o rker m igh t 
do is com m it suicide. B u t in a

Rapid Expansion of Army 
Follows Draft Lottery

W A S H IN G T O N , Nov. 8— The 
na tion ’s land forces w il l  be ex
panded to  1,000,000 men w ith in  
the next, fo u r months, according 
to plans ju s t announced by the 
W ar Dept. In  order to  fa c ilita te  
the tra in in g  o f such a huge force 
w ith in  a sho rte r period than had 
been announced p r io r  to  the elec
tions. the new rec ru its  w ill be 
sandwiched in to  re g u la r A rm y  
and N a tiona l Guard un its.

Speeding up o f the d ra ft  p ro 
gram  fo llo w in g  the elections is 
na tu ra l. U p  to the present, the 
press has been p lay in g  up the 
angle th a t no t so m any o f the

d ra ft  reg is tran ts  w i l l  be taken 
r ig h t  away. The A dm in is tra tion  
pre fe rs to  s lip  the bad news to 
the draftees piece-meal, especial
ly  those who w il l  be leaving c iv i l
ian jobs fo r  the $21 per m onth 
a rm y pay, o r have dependents.

D ra ft  re g is tra n t»  are in  fo r  a 
shock i f  they th in k  the d ra ft  ’is 
no t go ing to  move along w ith  
lig h t in g  speed fro m  now on.

The cam paign ta  p lay  down the 
im m inence and scope o f the d ra ft  
is  p a rt o f the general propaganda 
cam paign to  present the no to r
iously  harsh li fe  in  the a rm y  in  
a p leasant aspect. s

w ar i t ’s som ething else again. No 
stam ina, de term ination o r hope 
mean no resistance to the invader. 
Hence the sp ik ing  of the m argar
ine.

The whole business is  brought 
r ig h t home to our doorstep by a 
report of the Department of A g r i
cu ltu re  which- “ views w ith  a la rm " 
the fact tha t Am erican diets are 
as deficient in B -l as the B ritish . 
The unemployed here may expect1 
an in jec tion  of B-l any day now 
to hold them together fo r t lie 
war. The tip -o ff comes in  the 
statement th a t this, is done “ to 
enable'Citizens to keep ftp despite 
lower ra tions."

5. Doctors and pub lic  health 
bodies are urged, to. devote them 
selves w ith  increased energy to 
the study o f social hygieqe.

W ith  th is  embarassing increase 
o f a tten tion , those of us who are 
left a fte r the w ar ought to be in  
p re tty  good shape lo r  the revo lu
tion.

by Farrell Dobbs
On November 18. tlie CIO convention w ill open at A tlantic 

City. The AFL gathering w ill convene on the same date at New 
Orleans. The main issue before both bodies is the question of the 
renewal of unity negotiations with strong pressure for un ity 
coming from the White House.

Now that the Th ird  Term election is out of the way, Roose
velt is moving more-, sw iftly than ever toward war. 'I herefore,
complete reg im en ta tion  o f the f>_

Natalia Trotsky 
Greeted on N o v . 7

M INNEAPO LIS, Minn.— A 
Twin City membership meet
ing gathered on November 7th 
to honor the twenty-third an
niversary of the Russian re
volution. By unanimous vote 
the membership sent the fol
lowing message to- Natalia 
Trotsky :

“With great pride, love and 
gratitude we greet you today 
on the anniversary of Octo
ber.”

Draftee Jobs Guaranteed 
Draft Dead Alleges

W A S H IN G T O N , D. C „ Nov. 8 
— D ra ft  D irec to r D yks tra  today 
ruled th a t men who enlisted 
v o lu n ta r ily  fo r  service in  the 
armed farces are en titled  to  “ the 
same job  pro tection  as those who 
are d ra fte d .”

As a re su lt o f the tremendous 
d is illus ionm ent o f the re tu rn in g  
soldiers o f the la s t w o rld  w a r who 
found th e ir  joDs gone, and the 
re s u lta n t scandal, the  govern
m ent has found i t  necessary to 
make a pretence o f safeguai d ing  
the c iv ilia n  jobs o f d ra fte d  and 
enlisted men.

“ The same job p ro tection  as

those who are d ra fte d ,”  however, 
gives enlisted men l i t t le  encour
agement. Accord ing to the actual 
w ord ing o f the Selective Service 
A ct, em ployers m ust re insta te  a 
d ra fte d  employee upon his re tu rn  
fro m  a rm y  du ty  to h is old job, 
i f  app lica tion  is made w ith in  60 
days, “ unless the em ployer’s c ir 
cumstances have so changed asi 
to  make i t  im posib le o r unreason
able to  do so.”

A nd  w h a t em ployer w i l l  con 
r id e r i t  “ reasonable”  to ' re-employ 
a sold ier d u rin g  the tremendous 
economic collapse which w i l l  fo l
low  the present w ar, as a fte r  the 
last?

Soldiers at Fort Dix 
Gain Rise in Their Wages

MASSES FAVOR 
CONSCRIPTION 
POLL SHOWS

There is a “ g ro w in g  sentim ent 
in  favo r of compulsory m ilita ry  
tra in in g ,”  according to  a survey 
made public on November 10 by 
D r. George Gallup, d irec to r o f the 
Am erican In s titu te  o f Public 
Opinion.

“ B y  the end o f A ugust,”  he 
declares, “ the in s titu te  found 
seventy-one persons in  every hun
dred in  fa v o r o f a p rogram  th a t 
would g ive a year’s m il ita ry  
t ra in in g  to  selected young men 
in th e ir  tw en ties and ea rly  
th ir t ie s .

“ The surveys found l i t t le  d if 
ference in  the views o f Demo
cra ts and Republicans— o f men 
o r o f women. W h ile  President 
Roosevelt m ay have lost votes to 
some extent on th is  issue, i t  is 
ce rta in  th a t by fa r  the la rgest 
p a r t o f the pub lic— in both p o li
tica l camps— had come ta  view  
conscrip tion as a na tiona l neces
s ity .”

The rep o rt o f the G allup in s ti
tu te  bears ou t the analysis made 
by the Socia list W orkers P a rty  
some tim e  ago. th a t mass sen ti
m ent in the U n ited  States favors 
conscription.

The e ffe c t o f the w a r upon the 
vo tin g  is also indicated by the 
la test figures o f a po ll taken on 
the  eve o f the e lection:

Believe Roosevelt w ould do 
best jo b  o f s treng then ing  na
tion a l defense ..........................61%

Believe W illk ie  would do 
best job  ..................................  39%

P re fe r Roosevelt in  E ven t

o f W a r ....................................... 60%
P re fe r W illk ie  in  E ven t o f

W a r ............................................. 40%
Inasmuch as Roosevelt received 

on ly  54.5, percent o f the vote des
p ite  the w a r issue, i t  is clear tha t 
he would never have gained his 
th ird  te rm  i f  the w a r had no t en
tered as a fac to r, obscuring the 
unrest and d issa tis fac tion  among 
the w orkers and fa rm ers  over 
unem ploym ent,low  wages, long 
hours, low  prices fo r  fa rm  prod
ucts— the general impasse o f 
cap ita lism  in its  death agony.

We Love Our Boss
E L  PASO, Tex., 8.— Seven out 

o f seventeen employees of J. T. 
Guynes, owner of a p r in t in g  com
pany, who was ordered by the U.
S. Departm ent of Labor to pay 
his employees $2,060.78 in  back 
wages, refused th e ir  checks on tile  
grounds they considered themsel
ves paid in  fu ll.

FORT D IX , N. J „  Nov. 7.— As 
a resu lt of the open protest o f 
(he ranks of the 44t.h D iv is ion , in 
tra in in g  here, when they received 
th e ir  f irs t pay-checks several 
weeks ago and discovered on ly $21 
instead of $30 as promised, an 
o ffic ia l memorandum has ju s t 
been issued g ra n tin g  them base 
pay of $30 a month.

A s reported in the Appea l o f 
several issues ago. w hat amounted 
(o an open dem onstration by a 
group of recru its  from  the New 
Y ork area was conducted before 
newspaper correspondents. The

officers and the da ily  press were 
unable to suppress the fact tha t 
the men were being outrageously 
over-charged fo r laund ry  and 
other expenses, and th a t th e ir  de
pendents a t home in  a num ber of 
instances were being cut o ff re 
lie f.

The ra is ing  o f the pay in  t il ls  
instance demonstrates the concern 
of the a rm y heads against the 
idea spreading ju s t p r io r  to the 
beginning of the general d ra ft, 
of the actual conditions p re va il
ing in  the armed forces.

Latin American 
Notes

COME ONE! COME ALL

The Fair has closed, but yoi 
can come to the

Boro Park Social
FOR A L IV E LY  EVENING  

OF FU N !

Refreshments, Drinks, Danc
ing, Games, Entertainment

Grand Opening!

3623 15 Ave. B’klyn 25c

Despite e x tra o rd in a ry  m a te ria l 
d ifficu ltie s  due to the indescrib
able pove rty  o f the masses in 
Cuba, the R evo lu tionary  W orkers  
P a rty , Cuban section o f the 
F ou rth  In te rn a tion a l, is  m eeting 
f i th  encouraging gains according 
to  a re p o rt ju s t received from  
Cuba.

The in fluence o f S ta lin ism  
has declined p rec ip itous ly  in 
Cuba. In  the period between 
the C o n s titu tio n a l Assembly 
elections and the recent gen
era l elections, the S ta lin is ts  
lost 25 percent o f th e ir  vo ting  
s treng th .

This decline is la rg e ly  due to 
the treacherous co llabora tion o f 
the S ta lin is ts  w ith  representa
tives o f A m erican im peria lism  
and the na tive  ru lin g  class. They 
are supporters o f P resident B a
tis ta , butcher o f the Cuban w o rk 
ers.

*  *  *

Some tim e  ago a la rge  group 
o f w o rk ing  class revo lu tion is ts  
broke from  the Masonic re 
form ist. Socia list P a rty  o f Chile 
and jo ined the ranks o f the 
F ourth  In te rn a tion a l, g iv in g  a 
considerable spu rt t o  t h e  
g ro w th  o f our movement in  
Chile.

Lucha S ind ic& l (T rade Union 
S trugg le ,) o ff ic ia l organ o f the 
progressive group in  one o f the 
la rge s t loca ls  o f the Chilean r a i l
way unions, lauds T ro ts k y ’s g rea t 
con tribu tions to the w o rld  w o rk 
in g  class, condemns his assassina
tion  by S ta lin , and warns th a t 
S ta lin  m ay now t r y  to do away 
w ith  T ro ts k y ’s w idow , N a ta lia  
Sedoff T ro tsky .

*  *  *

From  A rg e n tin a  a comrade re 
po rts : “ The T ro ts k y is t movement 
is a lready born. I t  is here to  stay 
and w il l  go ahead. F o r the  f irs t  
tim e in  its  h is to ry  i t  has recru ited  
trade union elements in to  its  
ranks, w orkers  who go ou t and 
d is tr ib u te  our lite ra tu re  widely, 
and i t  has fin a lly  ‘been released 
from  its  shell o f iso la tion .”

The W orkers M e ta llu rg ica l 
Un ion o f La P la ta , A rgen tina , 
in a s trong ly  worded resolu
tion  expressed its  sorrow  over 
the assassination o f Leon T ro t
sky and placed the respons ib ili
ty  fo r  the m urder square ly on 
the doorstep o f S ta lin .
The reso lu tion  calls on a ll 

w o rkers ’ organ izations to  cleanse 
th e ir  ranks o f the S ta lin is t “ paid 
a g e n t s ,  coun te r-revo lu tionary  
curs and ambush assassins.”

trade un ion movement has be
come more im pera tive  to  him . 
The m ain in s tru m en t fo r  th is  job 
o f reg im en ta tion  is the p a trio tic  
trade un ion offic ia ldom .

However, the co n flic t between 
the A F L  the- GI-Q- creates, condi
tions w h ich  are dangerous- to 
Roosevelt’s war program . He must 
have a maximum-, of harmony, 
among the class-collaborationist 
trade un ion leaders: Hence the
strong pressure fo r the un ifica tion 
of the A F L  and the CIO:

CO CKY A T T IT U D E  OF A F L

The A F L  approaches the nego
tia tio ns  w ith  a cocky a ttitude. The 
Executive Council feels tha t the 
c ra ft un ion is ts  are in  a very 
strong position. George Meany re
ports a cu rre n t A F L  membership 
of fou r and one-quarter m illions . 
T h is  is an increase of 50 percent 
over the membership figure a fte r 
the CIO was. suspended. W hile  
the Executive Council, through 
Green, o ffic ia lly  proclaimed "neu
t r a l i ty ”  in  the pres identia l elec
tion , a b ig  m a jo rity  o f the A F L  
offic ia ls supported Roosevelt. This, 
they feel, gives them an edge over 
the CIO a t the W hite  House be
cause o f Lew is ’s support o f W il l
kie. They add to these factors 
the in te rn a l con flic t now rag ing 
w ith in  the CIO w hich cannot 
help but weaken i t  in  the u n ity  
negotiations.

CIO  IN  T U R M O IL

The CIO, on the other hand, 
is in  great tu rm o il. A  rea lign 
ment is tak in g  place in  the lead
ership, a section of w h ich has 
come out s trong  fo r u n ity  w ith  
the apparent in te n tio n  of- desert
ing  the CIO if , th e  im pending un
ity  negotiations break down.

I t  is clear tha t Lew is lost much 
of li is  in fluence by supporting 
W illk ie . T h is  weakened h im  in 
the CIO. not on ly  among the Roos
evelt supporters, bu t also among 
the many CIO workers who agreed 
w ith  his c r it ic is m  of Roosevelt 
and hoped against hope tha t he 
would declare fo r an independent 
labor pa rty . Lew is's th rea t to 
resign, however, gave the rab id ly  
pro-Roosevelt H ilhnan ites  ju s t 
what they needed.

The H illm a n  forces have been 
m oving ra p id ly  in  the d irec tion  
of labor u n ity  " in  the in terests 
of the na tiona l defense”  and at 
whatever cost to the in d u s tria l 
union movement. They now de
mand the e lim in a tio n  o f Lew is 
under a th rea t to bo lt the CIO. 
W hat they rea lly  mean is tha t 
they w il l  bo lt unless the CIO 
makes peace w ith  the A F L  regard
less of the term s. The attack on 
Lewis is m a in ly  a cover fo r th is  
policy. I f  Lew is does resign and 
u n ity  does not fo llow , H iflm an  ana 
Company w ill more than lik e ly  
leave the CIO anyway and fo llow  
Dubinsky in to  the A F L .

L E W IS  LO ST P R E S T IG E
The prestige which Lewis has 

lost in  h is own union, the m iners, 
creates a new s itua tion  in his per
sonal machine. H is p rinc ipa l 
lieutenants d id  not fo llow  him 
in to  the W illk ie  camp. Instead, 
they continued in  support of Roos
evelt. W h ile  some emphasized 
th a t they were also fo r Lewis, the 
fact rem ains tha t they did not 
follow- h is p o litica l line. I t  was 
on ly  second s tr in g  men who went 
over to W illk ie  along w ith  Lewis.

The S ta lin is t-insp ired  “ d ra ft 
Lew is”  movement has found very 
l i t t le  echo among; the Lew is ma
chine men o r fo r th a t m atte r in 
any union not S ta lin is t dominated. 
Instead, the Lew is men are qu ie tly  
m aking th e ir  preparations fo r the 
CIO convention w ith  an ear to 
the ground to see w hat Lewis is 
going to do. I t  is doub tfu l tha t 
there is anyone among them who 
considers h im se lf strong enough, 
even under the new conditions, to 
figh t the "ch ie f.”  I f  Lew is de
cides to figh t to hold the CIO pres
idency, he w il l  probably re ta in  
the support of m ost of his per
sonal followers.

LE W IS  W IT H D R A W A L  
L IK E L Y

I t  is most lik e ly , however, tha t 
he w ill w ithd raw . I f  so, P h illip  
M urra y  is the most probable suc
cessor. H illm a n  could find M ur
ra y  acceptable, provided tha t he 
negotiates u n ity  w ith  the A F L. 
M urray, as CIO president, would 
continue to lean heavily upon Le
w is who would, therefore, in  a 
large degree rem ain (lie actual 
“ ch ie f.”

The S ta lin is t backing of Lewis 
is predicated on th e ir  hopes to 
re ta in  the special position in  the 
CIO w h ich  Lew is has accorded

them and his opposition to Roos
evelt's fore ign policy.

ROOSEVELT PRESSURE
The CIO unions go to A tla n tic  

C ity  figh ting  w ith  th e ir  backs to 
tiie  w a ll to preserve th e ir  indus
t r ia l fo rm  o f organ ization. The 
Roosevelt ad m in is tra tion  is b rin g 
ing  strong pressure to force un
ity .  The A F L, s t i l l  basica lly a 
c ra ft union organ ization, is  ve ry  
confident of its  s treng th  and w i l l  
a ttem pt to drive  a hard bargain. 
The CIO is weakened by in te rn a l 
con flic t. There is grave danger 
of a cap itu la tion  on some of the 
basic premises of in d u s tr ia l un
ionism . There is almost the cer
ta in ty  o f a s p lit  in  the CIO i f  
ihe A F L  term s are found inac- 
eeptable and refused by a m a jo r
ity  of the CIO.

LEADERSHIP  
PREVENTED U N IT Y

The evil f ru its  o f m achine dom
in a tio n  in  the trade unions have 
fa llen upon both the A F L  and the 
CIO workers th roughou t the en
t ire  period of the sp lit. C ow ard ly  
leadership, uncontro lled by the 
workers, has frequently  cap itu la t
ed before the pressure of the 
bosses, thus dep riv ing  the w o rk 
ers of the gains tha t they could 
have made through th e ir  unions. 
W ith  the mass of the workers, 
both A F L  and CIO, prepared to 
establish u n ity  on a fa ir  and pro
per basis, th is  uncontro lled lead-, 
e rs liip  has a rb it ra r ily  stood in  the 
way of labor peace. Now, under 
pressure from  the W ar Deal, 
these same offic ia ls  place the 
hard-earned gains of the workers 
in  great jeopardy by p u ttin g  the 
in d u s tr ia l unions on the block in  
a head-long rush towards u n ity .

These are the evils of the w ide 
gap between the top leadership 
and the m embership in  both the 
A F L  and the CIO. The A F L  
workers, who do no t desire the 
decim ation o f the unions o f the 
mass production workers, w i l l  
have l i t t le  voice in  decid ing the 
A F L  terms. The CIO workers 
on th e ir  pa rt are placed in  double 
jeopardy by the cris is  in  the CIO 
leadership. Here then is a s itua 
tion  which may provide the im 
petus fo r a rank and file up ris ing  
to reduce th is  te rr ib le  gap be
tween leaders and members and 
restore the po licy-m aking powers 
of the trade unions to the mem
bership where they r ig h t fu lly  be
long.

U N IT Y  W IT H  GUARANTEES
The in d u s tr ia l unions are com

posed o f the most exploited layers 
of the in d u s tr ia l p ro le ta ria t, the 
most m ilita n t sections o f the trade 
union movement— the auto w o rk
ers, m iners, steel workers, rubber 
workers, etc. The mass produc
tion  workers know w hat w ill hap
pen to them i f  they lose th e ir  in 
dus tria l unions. The A F L  w o rk 
ers also realize th a t i f  the indus
tr ia l unions are weakened th is  
w ill be the signal fo r an a n ti
union drive  by th e ir  employers as 
well.

The w orkers want un ity , the  
complete un ifica tion  of the labor 
movement— A F L, CTO and the 
Railroad Brotherhoods. B ut u n ity  
m ust come on ly on the basis of 
fu l l  guarantees fo r  the preserva
tion and extension o f the indus
t r ia l  union method of organiza
tion .

STEEL PROFITS 
SOAR

W ar— i t ’s w onderfu l!
The New York Times reported 

in last Sunday’s financia l section, 
“ The pro fits of tw enty-e ight steel 
oempanies fa r  the f irs t  9 m onths 
o f 1940 were $169,919,408, com
pared w ith  $54,606,254 in the same 
period in 1939, despite the fac t 
tha t tax  appropria tions fo r  the  
current year were v ir tu a lly  dou
ble those in  the comparable period . 
The increase amounts to 211 per
cent fo r the nine months. I f  a 
s im ila r  rate of gain were possible 
in  the fina l quarte r of 1940, earn
ings fo r the fu ll year eclipse the 
record pro fits established by the 
in du s try  in  1929."

In  a m orb id a fte r thought the 
Times adds tha t i t  may be a l i t -  
ile  tough ho ld ing1 on to the ra te  
ol ga in fo r the last quarte r due 
to fu r th e r tax increases; but ends 
up on the understatem ent o f the 
week, "Nevertheless, the steel re
sults are not discouraging.”

Chins up, lads! L e t’s not le t a 
211 percent p ro fit ga in  get us 
down!
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W e urge our readers to pay p a rtic u la r a tten 
tion  to  the a rtic les  in th is  and past issues o f the 
Socia lis t Appeal, re p o rtin g  the tre a tm e n t by the 
Southern o ffice r caste in  the U.S. N avy  o f Negro 
sa ilors who have dared to  expose to  the w o rld  the 
v ic ious J im  Crow policies in fo rce  on the ships.

A  num ber o f these sailors are a lready in  grave 
danger. To th e ir  aid have ra llie d  sa ilo rs fro m  
o th e r ships who are speaking up in th e ir  defense 
as w e ll as the y  can, and s ign ing  th e ir  names too 
in  m any cases.

I t  is  ou r du ty  on the outside to  w ide ly  pub
lic ize  the facts they have bared, to  defend them 
from  punishm ent by mass pressure and meet
ings, and to  in te n s ify  our a g ita tio n  fo r  ta k in g  
con tro l o f m il ita ry  t ra in in g  away fro m  the 
bureaucrats and p u ttin g  i t  in  the  hands o f the 
trade unions.

IM O  THE W ASTE BASKET
L a s t W ednesday we th re w  in to  the  waste

basket a lo t  o f c lipp ings, some o f them  a fu l l  
page in  size, fro m  several N egro  newspapers, 
con ta in ing  the pa id advertisem ents o f the Re
publicans, and. ed ito ria ls  fro m  those papers th a t 
stum ped fo r  W illk ie .

W e had saved them  ju s t on the chance th a t 
W illk ie  m ig h t be elected. In  th a t case we were 
go ing  to  use them  in  com paring his record fro m  
week-to-week w ith  his promises.

Because, you see, W illk ie  was no t s tin g y  in  
th is  cam paign in  h is prom ises to  the Negroes. 
R ea liz ing  how im p o rta n t the N egro vote was in  
m any key states, he prom ised them  ju s t  about 
e ve ry th in g  bu t socialism .

Lyn ffh ing?  No one looks a t i t  w ith  m ore con
dem nation than  he does, he said, and fu r th e r 
more, som eth ing should be done about it .  A  law  
should be passed.

J im  C row ism ? He was aga inst i t ,  he said. I f  
he was elected, he would p u t an end to  it .  Yes, 
he said, he would even fire  any o-f his subord in
ates “ on the spo t’’ i f  he caught them  a t i t  in c iv il 
service.

Segregation in  the armed forces? He d idn ’t  
see any reason fo r  it ,  he said.

Job d isc rim ina tion  ? He d idn ’t  lik e  th a t e ither. 
A nd  i f  he was elected, he would see to  i t  th a t 
colored men would have equal op p o rtu n ity  to  get 
jobs in  p riva te  in du s try .

U nem ploym ent? O f course he was against 
th a t too. Jus t elect h im  and he would do away 
w ith  it ,  and pu t everybody to  w ork.

R e lie f?  He prom ised to  do aw ay w ith  “ the 
the o ry  th a t re lie f  is  a N egro rese rva tion .”  He 
said he would abolish d isc rim in a tio n  in its  ad
m in is tra tio n  and continue i t  fo r  those who 
couldn’t  ge t g a in fu l em ploym ent.

These were the prom ises he made whep. he 
was speaking to  colored audiences.’ ,Qf, course, he  
did n o t say these th ings  when he was speaking 
in  the south, as a t A m a rillo , Texas.

N o r did he exp la in  w h y  i t  was th a t in the 
u t i l i t y  industries, where he is a lready “ elected,”  
he has never done a n y th in g  to  w ipe ou t the J im  
Grow h ir in g  policies, wh ich e ith e r exclude colored 
w orkers com plete ly o r confine them  to  common 
labor. He did no t show how he could abolish job  
d isc rim in a tio n  easier as head o f the governm ent 
than  as head o f a u t i l i t y  corpora tion .

N o r did he com m ent on the fa c t th a t the 
prom ises and general rem arks he made now were 
made p re tty  much w ord  fo r  w ord  by the Demo
cra ts  in  1932 and 1936. He did  no t touch on th is  
a t a ll to  show w hy he would keep these promises 
in  con trast to  the Dem ocrats who broke them  
when they were once elected.

N o r did he spend much tim e  exp la in ing  w hy 
the Republicans when they contro lled Congress 
com ple te ly in 1921-22 k ille d  the A n ti- ly n c h  B il l  
in  exactly  the same w ay th a t the Dem ocrats who 
com ple te ly con tro lled Congress have been k il l in g  
i t  ever since 1937.

N o r did he say m uch about the  r ig h t  to vote, 
a lthough he ta lked  a lo t  about equa lity , and he 
did  no t a t a ll take up the question o f how the  Re
publicans have helped the Dem ocrats k i l l  the 
Geyer A n t i-P o ll T ax B i l l  th is  la s t year.

B u t those who were able to, voted, and settled 
the question. So we th re w  a ll these prom ises 
in  the waste-basket, in  the  same w ay W illk ie  
w ou ld  have th ro w  them  in  the waste-basket i f  
he was elected, and in  the same w ay th a t the 
Dem ocrats have th row n  the irs  now th a t they  
have been elected.

PO LL TAXES H IT  BOTH
The po ll ta x  law s in  operation in  e ig h t South

ern states kep t ten m illio n  people from  vo tin g  in 
the pres identia l election la s t week.

Th is, says th e  A fro -A m erican , was in  addi
t io n  “ to  some five m illio n  residents barred from  
the po lls by sheer in tim id a tio n .”

These po ll ta x  laws, o r ig in a lly  passed to  in 
sure li ly -w h ite  elections and to  keep Negroes 
fro m  exe rtin g  any p o lit ic a l in fluence in  Southern 
po litics , today serve to  d isfranch ise a ll workers, 
w h ite  as w e ll as colored.

M ost w h ite  w orkers in  these states can’t  vote 
the re  e ither, because they can’t  pay the taxes, 
w h ich  range fro m  $1 to  $3. In  some states these 
taxes are cum ula tive, th a t is, even w orkers who 
pa id th e ir  taxes th is  yea r were no t pe rm itted  to  
vote unless they pa id up a ll th e ir  back p o ll taxes, 
fro m  the tim e  the y  were 21 years o ld  and on. 
T h a t means th a t the longer th is  th in g  goes on, 
the  worse i t  gets, and the more people i t  robs o f 
th e ir  r ig h t  to vote. How  m any w orkers o r share
croppers could ra ise the m oney to  pay fo r  the 
years o f the  depression?

The re su lt is  th a t w h ile  a lm ost 60% o f the 
adu lts  in  the re s t o f the cou n try  p a rtic ip a te  in  
the  elections, in  these e ig h t Southern states on ly  
about 10% can en ter the vo tin g  booths. A nd  these' 
10% represent the  ru l in g  class, o f course.

The whole th in g  is the best possible p ro o f o f 
o u r contention th a t  laws aim ed aga inst the 
N egro  people in e v ita b ly  h i t  and h u r t  the w o rk 
in g  class as a whole.

W ar Orders Policy H it
WAR CRISIS 
BRINGS FDR 
INTERVENTION...

(C ontinued fro m  Page 1)

o f W a ll S treet, inc lud ing  the 
bloody puppet d ic ta tors, applaud 
the m il ita ry  moves o f W ash ing
ton and assure the w o rld  th a t i t  
won’t  niidie any d iffe rence in  the 
democracy o f the coun tries  they 
govern w ith  machine gun and 
back stabbing.

In  v iew  o f W ash ing ton ’s “ ac
ceptance”  o f  B r it is h  ports  to be 
used as naval bases on the ap
proaches to  South Am erica, v i r 
tu a lly  a ll the L a tin  A m erican 
countries have “ reached an un
de rs tand ing”  w ith  W ashington by 
w h ich  US forces would be able 
to use a ir  and nava l bases on 
th e ir  soil. These bases, n a tu ra lly , 
constitu te  the cracks where “ E l 
T io ”  Sam’s m ailed fis ts  w i l l  find 
the finge r holds necessary to. tea r 
down the la s t rem a in ing  pretense 
o f independence on the p a r t o f 
the L a tin  A m erican countries.

H O LD S  O U T  FO R DO UG H

A rge n tin a , s t i l l  the boldest o f 
the countries south o f the Rio 
Grande, m ig h t ask fo r  a “ loan”  o f 
as much as $100,000,000. Before 
Roosevelt’s w in n in g  the th ird  
te rm , A rg e n tin a  had opposed 
m any o f W ash ing ton ’s moves. A  
la rge  po rtion  o f th is  $100,000,000 
would n a tu ra lly  f i lte r  th rough  the 
A rge n tin ia n  governm ent bureauc
racy  in  the fo rm  o f he a rt balm 
fo r  conceding- w ith o u t a s trugg le  
to the demands o f W a ll S treet.

In  Buenos A ires  a d ip lom atic  
source predicted th a t B o liv ia  w ill 
g ive up its  t in  ore to the US, 
th a t a transcon tinen ta l m il ita ry  
ra ilw a y  m ig h t be routed th rough 
B o liv ia , and th a ( se ttlem ent o f 
exp rop ria tion  o f S tandard O il w il l 
■be speedily considered in v iew  o f 
the fa c t the election is over.

Roosevelt’s lega l experts are 
now puzzling out a plausible pre
te x t to take over the French pos
sessions in the W estern hem is
phere. In  view  o f the sw itch  the 
French bourgeoisie made in to  the 
o rb it  o f the G erm any bourgeoisie, 
they hope perhaps to  construe 
provisions in  the. Monroe D octrine  
to  f i t  the case. On the island o f 
M a rtin iqu e  there  are 100 fo rm e r I 
Am erican airp lanes held by the ‘ 
V ichy governm ent, hence action 
is considered urgen t. The New 
Y o rk  T im es feels th a t i t  would 
be “ annoying to  find th a t th is  
A m erican co n trib u tio n  to the 
A llie d  cause should now be im 
m obilized in  the Caribbean, ex 
posed to  ru s t and deterioxation .”  
I t  would- o f course be be tte r to 
have them  de terio ra te  in  a h u rry  
over B e rlin .

F o u r days a f te r  the election the 
S tate D epartm ent moved in  on 
Mexico w ith  a d ip lom atic  request 
fox “ leases”  o f M exican ports  fo r  
m il ita ry  bases, the re n t to  be 
tu rned  over to A m erican ca p ita l
is ts  whose ill-g o tte n  land has 
'been exp rop ria ted by the Mexican 
governm ent, and a fa r- fro m -d ip - 
lom atic  request th a t  pres ident
elect Camacho in it ia te  “ nego tia
tions”  w ith  the expropria ted oil 
companies, th a t is, hand over to 
the o il companies the o il lands 
w h ich  the y  stole in  the f irs t  place 
from  the M exican people.

Oehlerite Paper 
Arbitrarily Banned 
By Authorities

A move in  the d irec tion .'o f sup
pressing w orkers ’ anti-wav papers 
was taken w ith  the b a rring  from  
the m ails o f the October 15 is
sue ofi the F ig h tin g  W orker, organ 
of the R evolu tionary W orkers Lea
gue (O ehlerites).

The issue contained an attack 
on boss conscrip tion and express 
ed the idea of the w orkers setting 
up th e ir  own armed forces. The 
Chicago. Post Office in form ed the 
R.W .L. of the ru lin g  of the Soli
c ito r of the Post Office under 
w h ich the pub lica tion  was banned.

W h ile  the ban covers on ly the 
one issue named, a dangerous 
precedent has been established. In  
addition, a ll issues of the F ig h t
ing  W orker m ust f irs t be sc ru tin 
ized by the postal au tho ritie s  be
fore being m ailed, i t  is  reported.

ji In  B u ffa lo  buy the

A P P E A L
\ I at newstands:
IN .E . C o r n e r  F ra n k lin  &  

!; Chippewa
yS .E . Corner M ain &  Chippewa 
:: S.E. Corner M a in  &  Genesee

'721 AFL Officials 
Protest- Contracts 
To NLRA Violators

NEW  YORK, Nov. 6.— A pe ti
tion  signed by 721 officers of lo
cal A F L  unions here u rg in g  Pres
ident Roosevelt to issue an “ E x
ecutive Order d ire c tin g  th a t all 
contracts fo r  governm ent purchas
es contain a s tip u la tio n  th a t the 
con tractor shall not be in  v io la 
tion  of any prov is ion of federal 
labor leg is la tion ”  was m ailed Oe 
lober 28 to Roosevelt and Defense 
Commissioner H illm an.

The pe tition  is one ind ica tion  
of the g row ing  rea liza tion of the 
labor movement of the extreme 
danger to un ion conditions tha t 
w i l l  resu lt from  the government's 
announced po licy of aw ard ing war 
contracts to corporations regard
less of the fact tha t these cor
porations are in  v io la tio n  of the 
federal labor laws.

The pe tition  was in it ia te d  on 
Oct. 11, sho rtly  a fte r A tty . Gen. 
Jackson and Commissioner H i l l 
man had reversed th e ir  declared 
po licy th a t war orders would not 
be given labor law  vio la to rs, in  
t l ie ir  testim ony before the Sm ith 
Com m ittee Inves tiga ting  the Na
tiona l Labor Relations Board.

By LE W M
(E d ito r ia l N o te : The fo llow ing  

report was w ritte n  by one o f the 
women employed to  reg is ter men 
e lig ib le  fo r  the d ra ft. H e r im 
pressions of the reaction of the 
reg is tran ts  re flect not on ly  what 
occurred in  the local board in  
which she was employed but in 
every board throughout the coun
try .)  - .

I  saw and helped to reg ister 
hundreds of them. The leaders, 
so they called them, of tom orrow. 
The cream of the crop, and tile  
hope o f the fu tu re . The synd i
cate newspapers had given them 
a fine send o ff.  They were ge t
t in g  ready to  defend democracy; 
but w lia t lies behind that, smoke 
screen of pa trio tism  and a lleg i
ance fo r these young cannon stop
pers?

One lad took up a few of my 
busy m inutes exp la in ing  why he 
(Hd-n’t  want- -to reg is te r and w h y  
he had to. A no ther asked me, 
‘W hat is democracy anyhow?”  He 
said th a t his dad had fo u g h t fo r  
i t  and died a pauper.

I  wanted to define the true  
m eaning of Am erican democracy; 
but th is  was not the tim e o r place. 
So I registered the next lad w h ile

H aving  ju s t completed a suc
cessful dress rehearsal on the 
Am erican p ro le ta ria t, the Roos
evelts and the o ther S ix ty  F am i
lies who count have gone in  fo r  
the real McCoy— the N ational 
Horse Show at Madison Square 
Gardens. The sponsor’s l is t  is 
s tr ic t ly  blue-ribbon, spo rting  such 
purc-bred names as Betsy Cush
ing  Roosevelt and Mrs. F ra n k lin  
D., J r „  herself.

The horses, however, have the 
edge on the Am erican workers. 
A lready in  the firs t days of the 
show, the horses can see the po lite  
double-cross handed them by the 
sporting  Am erican bourgeois. The 
canopy in  fro n t bristles w ith  
words w h ich would lead an in 
nocent horse passing by to believe 
tha t horses were to be the m ain 
show inside. Yet In the r in g  any 
representative of the noblest 
friend  of man who possessed some 
in s tin c t fo r s e lf-p re se rva tio n  
would hesitate long before brashly 
p u ttin g  down a foot. There is 
more than an even chance that 
his on ly toe would be ruth lessly 
ground in to  the sawdust by the 
cleets of a tank. The place swarms 
w ith  trucks, mechanized gun-car 
rie rs , tanks and other d irec t in  
suits to horses. E ve ry th ing  is cal
culated to impress the w orld  w ith  
the extent to w h ich machines 
have replaced horseflesh.

B u t i f  we concede the trium p h  
of m otor over horse as a dra ft 
instrum ent, one would s t i l l  expect 
a rem nant of a ffection  and ad m ir
a tion  fo r the physical beauty of 
the beast? T im e was when every 
horse pranced in to  the show-ring 
sleek and sh in ing, ta il in  braids 
or curls, mane flo w in g  o r decked 
out in  l i t t le  plumes—a m aster
piece born o f days of curry-com b
ing  and lov ing  atten tion , a slap 
in  the face of puny man standing 
on the sidelines in  awe. And 
now? W hat w ith  the accumula
tion  of m inks, ermines, martens, 
sables and skunks d rap ing the 
horsey chassis o f the female on
lookers, any sensitive m ount is 
d riven  in to  a hopeless in fe r io r ity  
complex. How can a few hun
dred prancing steeds compete w ith

A  weakness o f the pe tition  was 
its  complete fa ilu re  to recognize 
and state that the present policy 
is Roosevelt’s and H illm a n ’s. It 
s im p ly "respec tfu lly  urges”  Roos
evelt to do something about “ th is  
disgraceful cond ition ."

There has been no d irect reply 
nn the m atter front the adm in is
tra tion . except the aw ard ing to 
day o f a $122,000,000 plane con
trac t to the greatest open-shopper 
of a ll. H enry  Ford.

Avoiding Class 1-A

N E W  Y O R K — A  recent issue 
o f the New Y ork  T im es carried  
ihe fo llo w in g  advertisem ent o f a 
re a lto r :

A  Call to A rm s 
is

A  Call to  Farm s
In  peace o r war. your ston 

■may serve his country as pa
tr io t ic a lly  in  the corn fi.elds as 
on the hattlefileds, and, in c i
dentally, life  close to na ture is 
always sweet.

In  a democracy like  the U n ited  
States, the unemployed o f course 
have equal o p po rtu n ity  w ith  the 
rich  o f buy ing  a $10,000 fa rm  so 
th a t th e ir  sons can find em ploy
m ent in an essential in dus try  and 
thus avoid Class I-A .

1 1 though t of democracy. A gov
ernm ent of the wealthy people, 
fo r the big business people, and 
by the r ic h  people. Collectively 
by the elected representatives of 
the powers: wealth, greed, cap i
ta lism  and into lerance. Again I 
looked behind the smoke screen 
of seeming bravado in to  the 
thoughts o f another young man.

“ Who is th is  guy H itle r? ”  a 
young Negro said, “ I  don’t know 
h im ; but believe me I know plen
ty  about M r. W all Street, Mr. 
Lynch, M r. J im  Crow, and M r. 
Raw Deal. Those are the types 
I w ant to f ig h t!”

I  sm iled know ing ly. “ Next 
please!”

He was over s ix  fee t, weighed 
185 pounds.

"Sure, I ’m w ill in g  to figh t,”  he 
said; “ but I w ant to figh t fo r 
som ething th a t w ill do me some 
good. Som ething tha t w i l l  make 
me go to bed eaciy g igh t.,fe e ling  
safe and secure, ana when I  get 
up in  the m orn ing I ” l l  know no 
one w il l  fire me because they ju s t 
don’t  lik e  the color of my eyes,, 
my ha ir, o r sk in . I want to fight 
fo r security . For peace, fo r eco
nomic freedom . . . ”

And then he was gone w ith  his 
l i t t le  card in  his hand.

a couple of b illio n  do lla rs ’ w o rth  
of diamond-studded pelts?

Very well, then. The ribbon goes 
to the skunk and erm ine fo r beau
ty  at the Horse Show. Surely, 
however, the horse has one retreat 
le ft :  tha t unique badge of equine 
g lory, tha t symbol of human ric h 
ness and progress— the good, 
healthy, in v igo ra tin g , acrid sme.ll 
of m anure! Alas, no! Even hero^ 
the S ix ty  Fam ilies do th e ir  das
ta rd ly  w ors t to mock the strong 
creativeness of the horse. They 
call in  the fascist Coty at $50 an 
ounce to sm ell up the place w ith  
his In tim a te  H our and m is te ring  
Kiss. Horse show? I t  s tinks  worse 
than a boudoir.

Even from  the standpo in t of 
pa trio tism  th is  show throw s a 
sneer to the old standard. I t  
swarms w ith  foreigners, bu t the 
r ig h t k ind . A ll the Good Neigh
bor horses and horsemen are 
there— Chileans, Cubans, M exi
cans— w ith  one sad exception. The 
‘jo lly  Canadians,”  usually such a 

charm ing em bellishm ent to a 
horeshow, could not come. T h e ir 
in te res t in  and devotion to 
horseflesh has unhappily had to 
give way to a passionate preoccu
pation w ith  the job of preparing 
the Canadian w o rk ing  mass fo r 
slaughter in  W orld  W ar I I .

And the proceeds? In  the days 
. when a horse was a horse 
a n d  n o t  an excuse fo r  a 
d isp lay o f im p e r ia lis t power, 
the net income went fo r the pu r
pose of “ im prov ing  the breed.”  
Now i t  goes to the Red Cross fo r 
the purpose of sewing and w ir in g  
and g lu in g  together the d is jo in ted 
bodies of humans blasted to pieces 
io r  the greater g lq jy  of the S ix ty  
Fam ilies.

Someone ought to t ip  o ff the 
horses th a t they are being played 
fo r suckers. The noble name of 
horse is being used as a cover-up 
fo r a W ar Show. Or maybe tlie  
horses know it .  We would not 
be surprised to see any day now 
a ,s tr in g  of polo ponies led by a 
class conscious mule p icketing  
Madison Square Gardens. We w ish 
i t  would happen. There m ust be 
some horse sense le ft in  the w orld .

“Why?” Query Draftees 
As They File Past

SOCIETY NOTES

LEON TROTSKY

Fourth International
Features
Trt>tsky Article

The november i s s u e  o f 
F O U R T H  IN T E R N A T IO N A L , 
the  m on th ly  magazine o f the 
Socia lis t W orkers  P a rty , w il l 
soon be o f f  the press. I t  w ill 
fea tu re  an a rtic le  by Leon 
T ro tsky , “ The Com intern and 
the G PU.”

T h is is the a rtic le  which 
Comrade T ro tsky  finished bu t 
a (cw  days before his. assas
sination and which he intended 
as a ju r id ic a l document fo r  
the M exican cou rt in  re la tion  
to  the m achine gun assault 
upon his bedroom M ay 24.

W ith  a w ealth o f ca re fu l 
docum entation, inc lud ing  spe
c ia l declarations by W a lte r 
K r iv its k y , Joseph Zack, and 
Ben jam in G itlow , i t  analyzes 
the re la tionsh ip  between the 
Com intern and S ta lin ’s secret 
te rro r is tic  o rgan iza tion , the 
G PU. The g u ilt  o f  S ta lin  as o r 
ganizer o f the M ay 24 assault 
is established beyond a ll doubt 
by Comrade T ro tsky  in  th is  
rem arkab le analysis. The as
sassination on A ugust 20 un
derlines T ro ts k y ’s proofs in  
blood.

Don’t  miss g e ttin g  you r copy 
o f the Novem ber issue o f 
F O U R T H  IN T E R N A T IO N A L  
con ta in ing  th is  la s t a rtic le  to 
be completed by T ro tsky .

Long Time No See!

N E W  Y O R K ,* Nov. 9— A 
c ity -w ide  shakedown racke t 
th a t apparently  has cost ele
va to r companies m illio ns  o f 
do lla rs in  the  la s t 30 years 
was b rough t to  lig h t yesterday 
w ith  the suspension o f 26 in 
spectors in  the m un ic ipa l De
pa rtm en t o f H ousing and 
Build ings.

T h a t th is  racke t was not 
known to  c ity  o ffic ia ls  fo r  
th ir ty  years is as lik e ly  as the 
s to ry  o f the man about town 
who m arried  a chorus g ir l  and 
five years la te r asked fo r  a 
d ivorce on the grounds he had 
ju s t  discovered she had a 
wooden leg.

NEGRO SAILORS 
STILL JAILED 
IN B R IG ...

(Continued from  page 1)

get because the officers w ant us 
t here to serve them . . . ”

T IM E  T O  W A K E  U R
A nd the- le tte r  ends: “ We are 

not t ry in g  to s t ir  tfp s tr ife , hatred 
o r dicontentm ent, we are on ly  t r y 
ing  to te ll our people tha t it  is 
tim e to wake up and go to the 
fro n t and demand w hat we so 
ju s tfy  deserve. We have slept 
long enough. Now is the tim e fo r 
more action and less ta lk ! ”

As the Courier po in ts out: “ Col. 
Benjam in O. Davis has been made 
a general in  the U n ited States 
A rm y, but th a t means nothing. 
Judge W illia m  Hastie had been 
named a c iv ilia n  aide to the Sec
re ta ry  o f W ar, bu t th a t means 
nothing. M a jo r Campbell John

son  has been made executive as
s is tan t to the d irec to r o f selective 
service, but tha t means nothing. 
T H E  U N IT E D  STATES NAVY 
S T IL L  ABUSES, RESTRICTS 
AN D  J IM  CROWS B LA C K  
BOYS!”

E N D  T H E IR  CO N TR O L

T h a t’s true  and i t  w i l l  continue 
to abuse, re s tr ic t and: J im  Crow 
them as long as the Negro-hating, 
labor-hating generals and ad m ir
als continue to con tro l m ilita ry  
and naval tra in in g !

One Negro yeneral, colored as
sistants and aides can do no th ing 
as long as the m il ita ry  caste con
tro ls  th ings.

Le t us, in  add ition  to defending 
these boys, take a page from  th e ir 
heroic books and carry  to a fin ish 
the figh t fo r w orkers ’ con tro l of 
m il ita ry  and naval tra in in g !

Join The Army 
To Learn a Trade

F or those in d iv idu a ls  who may 
have been impressed by the slo
gans on the re c ru it in g  posters 
and newspaper ed ito ria ls  emphas
iz in g  the opportun ities  to lea rn  
a trade in  the A rm y  we quote 
the fo llow ing  from  an ed ito ria l in  
the A rm y  and N avy Register of 
November 2:

“ In  pa in tin g  the p ic tu re  of u n i
versal m il ita ry  tra in in g  many sec
tions of the Am erican press are 
prone to .stress the idea th a t the 
ctraiteea. w ill,  have M L y iH io jtu n ity  
fo r  tra in in g  in  s k ills  wh ich w ill 
he useful to them and may serve 
to help them in to  jobs when they 
re tu rn  to c iv il l i fe  a t the end of 
th e ir  year’s tra in in g . Such may 
be the case w ith  a m inor portion  
of the great dra ftee a rm y— those 
young men who are assigned to 
the m otorized o r mechanical un its  
and those who draw  the m ainten
ance ou tfits  o f the A ir  Corps— 
but. i t  probably w i l l  no t be the 
case w ith  the great mass of d ra f
tees who are to take th e ir  place 
in  the line  of the A rm y .”

Join the Socialist 
Workers Party

TROTSKY MEMORIAL FUND
The fo llo w in g  add itiona l con tribu tions to  the  T ro ts k y  M em oria l 

Fund have come in  th is  week:
New Y o rk  $120.00
F lin t  31.00
Chicago 20.00
Toledo 10.00
A llen to w n  6.00
New Haven 1.50

T O T A L  $188.50
B u ffa lo  has pledged $25.00 to  the fund. A llen to w n  pledges $15.00 
and Texas $5.00.

Branch Quota A m ount pa id %
B a ltim ore  $ 10.00 $ 10.00 100%
R ockville  5.00 5.00. 100%
Lynn  100.00 75.00 75%
Toledo 50.00 35.00 70 %
Chicago and
Ind iana H a rbe r 150.00 85.07 57%
A llen tow n  15.00 6.00' 40%
F lin t  150.00 56.00 37%
San Francisco 100.00 35.00 35%
D e tro it 200.00 65.00 33%
N ew ark  150.00 50.00 33%
Boston 100.00 27.00 27%
New Y o rk  1000.00 255.00 26%
M ilw aukee 5.00 1.00 20%
New Haven 20.00 3.50 18%
Los Angeles 150.00 20.00 13%
M inneapolis &  St. P au l 1000.00 100.00 10%
A kron  10.00 00.00 Of
B u ffa lo  25.00 0.00 00
Cleveland 70.00 00.00 00
Hutch inson 10.00 00.00 00
P hilade lph ia  30.00 00.00 00
P ittsb u rg h  10.00 00.00 00
P ortland  10.00 00.00 00
Q uakertown 7.00 00.00 00
Reading 5.00 00.00 00
St. Louis 5.00 00.00 00
Texas 5.00 0.00 00
Y oungstown 50.00 00.00 00

T O T A LS  $3442.00 $828.57 24%

Omaha and Rochester branches have n o t made pledges up to 
date.

Recruiters 
Wax Poetic 
In  F ilm  B lurb

The h ige r th in gs  o f life , a r t  and a ll that', are 
net neglected in  the A rm y . W e were p leasurab ly 
surprised to  find a cu ltu red  rev iew  o-f a new ly  
released W arne r Bros.’s c inem atic  gem in the 
Novem ber R e cru itin g  News, o ff ic ia l house organ 
o f the R e cru itin g  P u b lic ity  Bureau, U . S. A rm y ;

In  several thousand g lo w in g  words, the  re 
view  describes the h a lf-h o u r-ru n  special fea tu re  
techn i-co lor Service W ith  The Colors. We w i l l  le t 
the m aste rly  review  speak fo r  its e lf,  m ere ly  
h ig h - lig h tin g  in bo lder type the  more exquisite 
phrases,

A  R E C R U IT IN G  D E V IC E

“ The film , fra n k ly  a re c ru it in g  exp lo itive  
made in  the in te rests  o f N a tiona l Defense by the 
p u b lic -sp ir ited  W arne r B ro th e rs ,”  begins the re 
view , “ fea tu res a sim ple b u t in te re s tin g  l i t t le  
p lo t.”  A ccen t on the “ s im ple.”

The p lo t involves two- young c iv ilians , “ one 
fro m  a ty p ic a l Am erican home o f com fo rt, the  
o the r a you th  in  reduced circum stances and a l
m ost ready to  go on re lie f .”

Tom, the son o f th is  “ ty p ic a l”  prosperous 
fa m ily , hears an A rm y  re c ru it in g  p rogram  on 
the  rad io  and is “ insp ired  to  en lis t.”  H is  whole 
fa m ily  im m ed ia te ly  approve and th is  “ fine, clean- 
cu t youngste r marches v o lu n ta r ily  o f f  to  the  re 
c ru it in g  s ta tio n .”

FO R A N  A S S U R E D  IN C O M E

The scene switches to C harley, “ the unem 
ployed, down-on-his lu ck  you th ”  who “ shu ffles ”  
past a San Francisco re c ru it in g  s ta tion . A n  A rm y  
canvasser tr ie s  to  sell h im  a b il l o f goods.

“ One can see th a t C harley is n o t much im 
pressed by the re c ru it in g  sergeant’s”  line  o f gab; 
“ w ha t appeals to  C harley is the prospect o f hav
in g  some assured income, no m a tte r hqw sm all, 
good food reg u la rly , and a clean place in  which 
to  sleep.”

C harley f in a lly  gets towed in and is  sworn 
in  w ith , a group w h ich  includes “ the s ta rry-eyed  
Tom .” — A ll dope does th a t.

Tom, a scion o f the “ be tte r”  classes, “ as is to  
be expected, pays close a tten tion  to e ve ry th in g  
to ld  to  h im  by  the d r i l l  sergeant, and even 
studies In fa n try  D r i l l  Regu lations in  h is o f f  
moments.”  O f course, th is  makes h im  ju s t  too 
popu la r w ith  the  res t o f h is “ buddies” — in his 
“ o f f ”  moments.

E V E N  BUM S C IG A R E T T E S
B u t C harley, who comes fro m  a “ non -typ ica l”  

poor fa m ily , is  s im p ly  te rr ib le , “ ta lks  back to 
the sergeant,”  n ’eve ry th ing . He tr ie d  “ to  ‘bum a 
smoke’ fro m  a sm art- lo ok in g  gentlem an in  c iv i l
ian clothes,”  who happens to- be the reg im en ta l 
colonel.

The colonel, in c iden ta lly , tru e  to  the ‘o ffice r 
and gentlem an’ tra d itio n , s m ilin g ly  hands the un
in h ib ited  re c ru it  h is package o f c igare ttes  and 
engages h im  in fr ie n d ly , casual conversation”  un 
t i l  the sergeant comes up to  haul the o ffen de r 
in to  line. We rem ind our readers th is  is an A rm y  
colonel, no t a B oy Scout captain .

S K U L K S  IN  WOODS
C harley goes fro m  bad to  worse, and f in a lly  

tr ie s  to  desert, w h ile  he is “ s k u lk in g ”  th rough  a 
near-bye woods, he encounters a rad io  de ta il led 
by Tom behind a huge p ile  o f heavy lum ber. A t  
th is  po in t, Fate  Knocks on the D oor!

A  heavy tru c k  is about to  back in to  the  lo g  
heap 'behind w h ich are the men o f the rad io  de
ta il.  Charley, fo rg e ttin g  se lf, rushes fro m  the 
bushes shou ting  a w a rn in g  to  the men, who 
sp ring  to sa fe ty . B u t poor C harley is h im se lf 
buried under the p ile  o f logs.

ROSE BUD S A N D  SE R G E A N TS
G ettin g  bumped on the bean by  a couple o f 

tons o f lum be r m iracu lous ly  tu rns  C h arley  in to  
a “ good so ld ier.”  “ There fo llow s  a scene— the 
one fa lse note in  the  f ilm — ”  o f “ the hard-boiled 
sergeant b r in g in g — o f a ll th in g s !— a bouquet o f 
flowers, to  the b lush ing C harley .”  I  can 't go on, 
boys! I ’m a ll choked up.)

B u t w h ile  C harley  has redeemed h im se lf un
o ffic ia lly , he s t i l l  m ust receive his o ff ic ia l punish
m ent fo r  a ttem pted desertion. He is b rought, as 
soon as he recovers, before the  colonel, “ humane 
and understand ing ,”  who exp la ins “ in  k in d ly ,' 
fa th e r ly ”  fash ion the “ proud records o f the fine 
reg im en t.”

C o n trite  C harley  “ bucks”  up, cries he has 
been an “ u t te r  fo o l”  and takes his punishm ent—  
you guessed i t — “ lik e  a man.”  The w ind-up  scene 
shows “ Tom  c a rry in g  the N a tion a l Colors and 
m arch ing  along p roud ly  'beside h im  and c a rry in g  
the reg im en ta l colors, C harley.”

. i

W A L L  S T R E E T  T H E M E  SONG
The rev iew  concludes,” . . .  T hroughou t the . . .  

f ilm  the h o n g . . .  "Then— Now— Forever,’ w h ich  
was insp ired by the  R e c ru itin g  P u b lic ity  Bureau 
poster, is used as the m usical m o tif  (o r ig in a l 
emphasis, m y  dear,) a lw ays modulated and un 
dertoned to  good e ffec t.”  N o th in g  to  rem ind us 
o f a n y th in g  so loud and v u lg a r as a d r i l l  sergeant 
dressing down a p riva te— o r an a r t i l le ry  barrage.

B lah ! N ow  th e re ’s even ta lk  o f p u ttin g  lace 
cu rta ins  in  the A rm y  ten ts !

HO RR O R IT E M
The W a r D epartm ent’s opposition to  censor

ship was voiced by L ieu te na n t Colonel S tan ley 
J. G rogan o f the general s ta f f  press section who 
said th a t m il i ta ry  o ffic ia ls  “ believed the press 
would cooperate v o lu n ta r ily  w ith  au tho ritie s  in  
such a w ay as to  make censorship unnecessary.”  
Yep, you cannot hope to  bribe o r tw is t, thank  
God, ou r noble jo u rn a lis t;  bu t seeing w h a t he’lF  
do unbribed, w hy, the re ’s seldom an occasion to.

*  *  *

H e n ry  A . W allace, speaking a t San Francisco, 
said L a tin  A m erica  never before had so much 

fa ith  in  the U n ited  States.

B y A L B E R T  P A R K E R
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F IG H T  W IT H  T H E  
SO C IALIST W ORKERS PA R TY

ON T H E  W AR  FR O N T:
For:
1. M ilita ry  tra in in g  o f w orkers, financed 

by the governm ent, under c o n tro l o f 
the trade unions.

2 . The establishm ent o f  special o ffice rs ’ 
tra in in g  camps, financed by the gov
ernm ent and con tro lled  by the trade 
un ions, to  tra in  w orkers to  become 
o ffice rs .

3 . Confiscation o f  a ll war p ro fits — a ll 
com pany books to  be open fo r  trade 
un io n  inspection.

4 . E x p ro p ria tio n  o f  a ll war industries 
and th e ir  ope ra tion  under w orkers ’ 
Control.

5 . Trade u n io n  wages fo r  a ll w orkers 
d ra fted  in to  the arm y.

6 . F u ll equa lity  fo r  Negroes in  the armed 
forces— Down w ith  J im  Crowism.

7. A n  end to  secret d ip lom acy.
8 . A  people ’ s re fe rendum  on any and 

a ll wars.

A T  H O M E :
For:
1. A  jo b  and decent liv in g  fo r  every 

w o rk e r . '
2 . T h ir ty - th ir ty — $30 weekly m in im u m  

wage— 30 h o u r weekly m ax im um  fo r  
fo r  a ll w orkers on a ll jobs.

3 . $30  weekly o ld  age and d isab ility  
pension.

4 . F u ll social, p o lit ic a l and economic 
equa lity  fo r  the Negro people.

5 . W orkers  Defense Guards against v ig i
lante  and fascist attacks.

6 . A  tw e n ty -b illion  d o lla r Federal p u b lic  
w orks and housing program  to  prov ide  
jobs fo r  the unem ployed.

7. E xp rop ria te  the S ix ty  Fam ilies.
8 . A n  Independent Labor P arty  based on 

the Trade Unions.
9 . A  W o rk e r’s and Farm er’ s G overn

m ent.

Encouraging Vote
One of the most encouraging indications of 

national trend in the election was the vote cast in 
Minnesota for Grace Carlson.

She ran on the ballot as the representative of 
the “ I rotskyist Anti-W ar Party”  and her program 
was a clear cut revolutionary socialist program.

In the Twin Cities where the campaign was 
centered she received 2,782 votes, topping all the 
other left wing parties.

In the state as a whole she received 5,743 votes, 
only 203 votes less than that received by Thomas- 
Krueger running on a pacifist program.

The 3,000 votes in the outlying districts despite 
the fact Carlson could not campaign there due to 
lim ited funds indicates that the poor farmers are 
ready to lock arms with the workers in a revolu
tionary solution to the capitalist crisis and war.

What this vote proves beyond all doubt is that 
the national political situation is ripe for the or
ganization of an independent labor party.

With- the slogan PUT A WORKERS AND 
FARMERS GOVERNM ENT IN W ASHING
TON, such a parly could dominate the political 
arena.

Professor Spills Beans
The ruling class attempts to utelize every in

stitution in the nation as a means for maintaining 
its rule. In the army it organizes a caste of officers 
to command the armed forces and so control the 
m ilita ry  power o f the nation for its own ends as 
a class.

1 he ruling class attempts to utilize every ¡li
the capitalist w ill through a staff of trained seals 
who applaud the existing regime, cover up all its 
sores, and who oppose the very idea of the workers 
controlling anything.

The ruling class likewise perverts the educa
tional system, staffing it  w ith professors who fill 
the minds of the youth with lies and misrepresen
tations about the nature of the capitalist system.

Natura lly the capitalists and their defenders

deny all this or cover it  up. But occasionally they 
make a slip and the reality is exposed.

Thus the press reports Dr. Dixon Ryan Fox, 
president of Union College, of having declared on 
November 9:

‘ I f  cap ita lism , even under s tra in , leaves edu
cation in  the lu rch, i t  loses one o f its  c red its  and 
increases its  own danger. The th re a t fo r  the rich  
is th a t the  whole edifice o f cap ita lism  m ay be 
des tro yed . . .  th rou gh  lack o f respect fo r  the 
w orks o f cap ita lism . S tra in  o r no s tra in , ca p ita l
ism  is  n o t a t present g iv in g  enough to  susta in 
th a t respect, so fa r  as th is  one c r ite r io n  is con
cerned;”

The rulers who sit in Wall Street understand 
better than this university president that in the 
coming period it is not a question from th e ir  point 
of view o f simply teaching “ respect”  for capital
ism, but of going beyond that and teaching the 
masses how to fight for capitalism. The important 
school now is the m ilita ry  training camp.

Just as we oppose the bourgeois perversion of 
education in the schools in peacetime, so we op
pose the bourgeois perversion o f m ilita ry education 
in time of war.

Just as we are for the workers obtaining a 
Marxist education and eventually converting the 
educational system into an instrument that w ill 
correspond to the interests of the working class in
stead of the bourgeoisie, so we are for the workers 
not only gaining a m ilita ry  education but of them
selves controlling that m ilita ry  education; hence 
our slogan:

FOR TR AD E UNION CON TROL OF M IL I
TARY T R A IN IN G !

S HO RT SHO RT S TO R Y: H . G. W ells called 
the B r it is h  arm y, in  a pam phlet now being d is
tribu te d , an o rgan iza tion  o f “ yessirs led by H aw - 
haws. W hich is another reason w hy the a rm y  
should be under the con tro l o f the trade unions.

Moscow Celebrates
In the early days of the Th ird  International, 

the diplomats sent abroad to represent the Soviet 
Union acted as centers for the dissemination of re
volutionary propaganda and as the connection bet
ween the Soviet Union and the working class 
throughout the rest o f the world.

Contrast this with the present function of the 
Moscow diplomatic representatives!

On November 7, at the Soviet Embassy in 
Washington, Ambassador Constantine A. Ouman- 
sky held a celebration of the anniversary of the 
Russian Revolution o f 1917.

Among those who came to celebrate the Octo
ber revolution together with Stalin’s diplomatic 
tlunkey were Jesse Jones, Secretary of Commerce 
and Federal Loan Administrator; Sumner Welles 
Under-Secretary o f State, Joseph E Davis, special 
assistant to the Secretary o f State, I lenry F. Grady 
Assistant Secretary of State, and the. chiefs of 
many divisions in the State Department.
. Delegations were also present from the capital
ist governments of Great Britain, Germany, Japan, 
China, and Finland.

The festive occasion was in marked contrast 
to previous celebrations, the press reported.

I t  is well-known that Oumansky, an old GPU
af n™  the .con.nect ing link between Stalin and 
all Gl U activities in North America. I t  is ab
solutely certain that Oumansky was in charge 
of organizing the assassination of Trotsky.

The representatives o f the bourgeoisie could 
well congratulate Oumansky and Stalin on this 
anniversary of the October revolution.

They raised their glasses not to the worker’s 
state and to extension of the workers’ revolution 
but to a pick-axe dripping with blood.

R E M E M B E R  W H E N  T H E Y  S A ID  T H IS ?

“ German fascism  is the in s tig a to r o f the m ost 
ra g in g  c a p ita lis t reaction, o f bloody oppression 
o f the w orkers, the to il in g  peasants, the  na tiona l 
m in o ritie s  and the en tire  German peop le . . .  To 
concentrate ou^ (battle fire  aga inst German fas- 
eism, as the p rinc ip a l in s tig a to r o f w a r and the 
m o rta l enemy o f the Soviet Union and the pro le- 
ta i ian i evo lu tion, is  the d u ty  o f every revo lu 
t io n a ry .”  (E rco li, a t the Seventh Congress o f the 
C om m unist In te rn a tion a l, quoted in  The F ig h t 
fo r  Peace, W orkers  L ib ra ry  Publishers, 1935, 
p. 25)

W ith Bombs
November 11, 1940, the 22nd Anniversary of 

the signing of the Armistice which ended the “ War 
to End A ll Wars,”  was marked by extensive cele
brations throughout the world.

Germany, which formerly failed to observe 
Armistice Day in the manner of the Allied na
tions, celebrated the occasion for the first time 
with a simple but impressive ceremony, which in
cluded the dropping of several hundred tons of 
high explosives on London.

Great Britain, with its traditional fla ir  for 
pomp and ceremony, honored the day with the 
shooting down of 25 Axis planes and fraternal 
greetings delivered in Berlin by a fleet of bombers.

French and Belgian officials, in a moving ges
ture ol peace toward their former foes, drank a 
good-will toast in Munich beer. The French and 
Belgian people maintained i a solemn 24-hour 
silence, an extension o f the two-minute ceremonial 
silence o f previous years.

In the United States, an inspiring ceremony was 
conducted before the tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier, which included a stirring address by 
President Roosevelt, broadcast over a coast-to- 
coast hook-up to the millions of America’s future 
Unknown Soldiers.

Roosevelt and W all St.
Roosevelt Planned War Program From First Term On;
Economic Crisis Forces Move To Aid Big Business

By A R T  PR E IS

ir .
The "N ew  Deal”  was indeed 

short-lived. As e a rly1 as June 1935 
Roosevelt had declared, “ A ll the 
basic innovations o f the New Deal 
are completed.”  Business ap
peasement became the key-note of 
his 1936 campaign.

R e lie f appropria tions began to 
be tapered off. The Federal E- 
mergency Re lie f A dm in is tra tion  
was then liqu ida ted at the in it ia 
t ion  o f Roosevelt. From  June 
1935-November 1935, s ix  m illio n  
jobless fam ilies faced o u trig h t 
s ta rva tion  W hat F.D.R. saved in  
th is  period was p a rtia lly  added to 
the 1936-W PA appropria tion  fo r 
use ju s t p r io r  to the 1936 election 
campaign.

B u t fro m  the very s ta rt o f his 
P residentia l career, Roosevelt held 
an "ace in  the hole.”  S ta rting  
w ith  1933. w ar appropria tions be
gan to sky-rocket. Each year 
thereafter the arm s budget was 
accelerated; and each succeeding 
appropria tion  was termed "the  
greatest in  A m erica ’s peace-time 
h is to ry .”  By 1939, the Roosevelt 
ad m in is tra tion  extracted from  the 
masses over 10 b illio n  do lla rs in 
w ar appropriations.

I t  must be remembered tha t 
these appropria tions were approv
ed by Democrats and Republicans 
a like . For they were the m ateria l 
expression of the real po licy of 
A m erica ’s ru lin g  class, its  " long1 
te rm ”  po licy tak in g  precedence 
ever a ll d iv is ive  domestic issues 

These appropria tions were the 
calculated in it ia l preparations fo r 
the tim e, in  art epoch of w orld  
cap ita lis t cris is, when Am erican 
capita lism  would dispute w ith  
armed m igh t fo r con tro l of the 
world m arkets and resources.

Roosevelt in tensified his war 
drive  w ith  his famous "Quaran 
tine  the Aggressors”  speech in 
Chicago, October, 1937. I t  was 
tim ed fo r the precip ita te  business 
collapse fo llow ing  a flasli-ln -tlie - 
p.tn "boom,”  w h ich  had reached 
its  peak in  August, 1937.

I t  was at th is  po in t tha t Roos
evelt openly abandoned the m eth
ods of p r im in g  the pump from  the 
bottom, to greasing i t  at the top.

Roosevelt began in  earnest to 
give d irec t " re lie f”  to the capital 
or heavy goods industries, steel, 
auto, ra ilroads, e tqF 1 The aug
mented arm s program  was in 
tended, in  paid, td provide im 
mediate p ro fits - to 1 the capita l 
goods .industries, whose continued 
depression charted the chronic 
fever of Am erican and w orld  cap
ita lism .

B u t beyond th is  was an im pel
lin g  d rive  toward im p e ria lis t 
war, the inevitab le  outgrow th of 
cap ita lism  itse lf.

By the beginning of Roosevelt's 
second term , i t  became transpar
en tly  clear to Roosevelt th a t his 
New Deal "re fo rm s" could never 
cure the deadly il ls  o f Am erican 
economy. A t the peak of the 
Roosevelt business "boom”  in  1937, 
a national census had revealed 
11,000,000 unemployed as liv in g  
symptoms o f the chronic cap ita l
is t disease.

F o r the in a b il i ty  o f Am erican 
cap ita lism , despite a ll in te rna l 
measures, to unload huge unm ar 
ketable surpluses on the domestic 
m arke t drives i t  to seek m arkets 
abroad. And th is  task is ham 
pered by the equally stale-mated 
cap ita lis t nations everywhere.

The collapse of the in te rna l eco
nomies o f every cap ita lis t nation 
in the w orld  has meant an in ten
sified figh t over exp lo iting  foreign 
holdings, over defending these 
holdings from  com petitors and 
expanding in to  new areas.

Am erican and B r it is h  cap ita l
ism arrived firs t on the im p e ria l
is t “ ground fio o r." The “ la te”  
nations, lik e  Germany and Japan, 
must “ h i-jack”  th e ir  way in. Thus 
two sets of gangsters figh t fo r the 
righ t to th ru s t "p ro tec tio n ”  on 
the masses.

W orld capita lism , of. wh ich the 
Am erican sector is the most high 
ly  developed, struggles w ild ly  in 
a s tra igh t-jacket of contradictions 
The re-arm ing of German cap ita l 
Ism was done w ith  the aid and 
consent of B r it is h  and Am erican 
im peria lism , an off-set to French 
contro l on the European continent.
French cap ita l has had a thousand 
lin ks  w ith  German. Even w h ile  
th e ir  opposing troops slaughtered 
each other, French steel flowed 
in to  Germany; German coal, in to  
France.

General Motors, whose chief ex
ecutive, W illia m  S. Knudsen, 
heads the N ational Defense Com
mission, owns the bilge Adam auto 
plants in  Germany, tn  1933, these 
plants produced 36,ft«rt autos. In  
1938, they produced 140.000 un its, 
plus tremendous 'equipm ent for 
the Nazi w a r machine. Standard 
O il is half-owner o f the H ydrie r- 
werks Poelitz, w h ich supplies syn
the tic  fuel fo r  the German w ar 
tanks and planes.

Am erican po licy toward South 
Am erica, o f w h ich Roosevelt has 
been a ch ie f exponent, likew ise 
reflects th is  fan tastic  pattern.
W hile  a id ing  German production, labor to the earth.

Am erican capita l fights against 
German penetration in to  L a tin  
Am erican m arkets. German meth 
ods of d irec t barte r of manufac
tured surpluses fo r raw m aterials 
are v io len tly  denounced. W ith  
the aid of the B r it is h  blockade 
South A m erica is deprived of the 
German and European m arket.

Corn piles up in  A rgentina 
Chilean n itra te  exports sh rink  
B raz il sadly contemplates 6 m il
lion  bags o f unm arketable coffee. 
The U. S. cannot absorb these 
products. No wonder one C h ile 
an delegate at the Pan-American 
conference, considering Roos
eve lt’s plea fo r  un ifica tion  o f the 
W estern Hemisphere countries 
against the menace of Nazi d ic ta 
torship, declared, "Freedom is no 
satisfaction i f  you cannot sell 
your crops.”

Now the Roosevelt ad m in is tra 
tion  offers $500,000,000 through 
the E xpo rt-Im p ort Bank to buy 
up L a tin  Am erican surpluses, thus 
in d ire c tly  financing U. S. exports. 
T h is  is likew ise one o f the ways 
in  w h ich  the “ cash and c a rry ” 
clause of the N e u tra lity  A ct can 
be evaded; A m erica lends the 
casli to A rgentina , fo r  instance, 
w h ich buys up w ar m ateria ls  to 
re-sell to Great B r ita in .

L ik e  a squ irre l in  a revo lv ing 
cage, the faster cap ita lism  runs, 
the less i t  travels. D riven to mad
ness, i t  smashes its e lf against the 
prison bars of profits. Through 
the violence o f war, i t  seeks its  
“ escape.”

Roosevelt may “ loathe w a r”  and 
"hate  w ar now more than ever,”  
but he also loves cap ita lism . This 
greater love dictates his course. 
He is m arried to the system  which 
breeds war.

W ar w il l  come, w ith  or w ithou t 
any d ire c tly  hostile act, e ither of 
Germany o r Japan. The Magazine 
of W a ll Street. September 7, made 
th is  fact c rysta l clear, declaring: 

“ We w il l  n o t (a t  least fo r  
several m onths) consider jo in 
in g  the w a r ‘unless the w ar 
comes to  us’. Germ any has been 
scrupulously ca re fu l to  avoid 
any inc iden t which would g ive 
us an excuse to  declare war, 
bu t we have done many th ings 
which a v ic to rious Germany 
could w e ll hold aga inst us fo r  
a id ing  and abe tting  her enemy. 
A d m in is tra tio n  spokesmen have 
made i t  c lear th a t there is no 
doubt th a t i f  E ngland is de
feated the w a r w i l l  come to us, 
A N D  N O T  N E C E S S A R ILY  
T H R O U G H  A N Y  O V E R T A C T  
OF G E R M A N Y  (ou r emphas
is ) .”
The Magazine o í W a ll Street 

never kids its  own ruling-class 
subscribers. W a ll Street tu rns

WALL STREET 
URGES . . .

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
o f “ dem ocratic”  r ig h ts — fo r them 
selves.

W hat s t i l l  d ivides Roosevelt and 
his opponents in  the same capi
ta lis t camp is to a great degree 
th e ir  differences on the tactic* 
wh ich w il l  most effective ly  
achieve th is  type of labor “ u n ity .”  
Roosevelt s t i l l  holds fo r methods 
Oi persuasion,”  th a t is w inn ing  
labor to  sacrifice its e lf  v o lu n ta r ily  
to the w a r aim s of the bosses. 
W illk ie  and the sector of the capi
ta lis ts  he represents w ant to cut 
out the “ k id d in g  around”  and 
settle  the m a tte r w ith  one blow 
o f a well-d irected club.

In  addition, the W illk ie  gang 
does not in tend to fo r fe it  its  d iv i
sions o f the spoils. As “ H is  Ma
je s ty ’s Loyal O pposition" they fig
ure to put enough heat on Roos
evelt on domestic issues to ex- ' 
trac t a ll the take possible. A t the 
same tim e, the results o f the elec
tion  have demonstrated tha t the 
W illk ie  backing is a solid w a ll of 
the most- reactionary elements 
which w il l  be re-enforced in  the 
next fou r years in  readiness fo r 
a rea l grab.

N A T IO N A L  U N IT Y  
A  F IC T IO N

Roosevelt in  his tu rn , is em
p loy ing  the “ N ational U n ity ”  
drive  to s p lit the W illk ie  camp 
or im m obilize i t  w ith  a sort of 
b lack.m a il th rea t. I f  you impede 
the w ar drive, i f  you re ject “ un
ity , ”  I w i l l  blast you as saboteurs 
o f “ na tional defense,”  Roosevelt 
te lls  them in  effect.

To a certa in  degree. Roosevedt’s 
strategy w il l  succeed— at least 
w ith  a certa in  section 'o f Republi
cans. Such Republican big-wigs 
as Knox, Landon and th e ir  crowd, 
who arc w illin g  to make the most 
of Roosevelt’s commanding posi
tion , have already signified th e ir  
in ten tion  of c raw lin g  over the 
wa ll.

B ut the fiction o f “ na tional un 
i t y ”  w il l be exposed soon enough' 
when tlie  W illk ie  group gets an 
opening to cut in to  the w ar spoils, 
and when the increasing burdens 
of the com ing w ar begin to crush

the lie  m anufactu ring  over to the 
da ily  press, w h ich  is read by the 
workers.

Indeed, peace would be a ma
jo r catastrophe fo r W a ll Street. 
W hile  W illk ie , the W all Street 
mouthpiece, was a ttem pting  to de
m agogically co rra l an ti-w a r sen ti
ment, the Magazine o l W all Street. 
September 7, was sta ting :

“ There is no t the s ligh tes t 
doubt th a t the A m erican aripa- 
m ent program  w ill eventua lly  
produce an in d u s tr ia l boom the 
like  o f w h ich we have never 
known before— P R O V  I  D E  I) 

W H O L L Y  U N E X P E C T E D  W A R  
D E V E LO P M E N T S  DO N O T 
P E R M IT  US TO S C A L E  
DO W N T H E  E X P E N D IT U R E S  
N O W  C O N T E M P LA T E D  (ou r 
em phasis).”
The a rtic le  adds:

“ F o r years we have been 
speculating about some m a jo r 
new indus try  th a t would be 
capable o f s tim u la tin g  t h e  
economy . . .  T h is  is  i t . ”
And how! And i t ’s the chief 

reason w hy m a jo r ity  of W all 
eve lt’s re-election w ith  tongues in 
cheek.

S tetin ius, U. S. Steel president 
and Roosevelt appointee to the 
N ational Defense Commission 
isn ’t  too broken up over U. S. 
Steel pro fits  increasing W ,0 per
cent in  the firs t ha lf of 1940 over 
1939.

Knudsen can sleep easy know
ing the Du Fonts won’t starve on 
t.he $113,575,460 net pro fits Gen
eral M otors cleared fo r the firs t 
six months o f 1940, although on ly 
13 percent over the mere $100,- 
992,531 take fo r the firs t s ix  
months of 1939.

And John Biggers, president of 
the Libby-Owens-Ford glass mono 
poly, can’t com plain too loud ly 
because his p a trio tic  sacrifices on 
the NDAC promise to net his cor 
poratlon a 1940 p ro fit increase of 
95 percent.

W a ll S treet ca lm ly  re-assured 
its  fo llo w in g  d u rin g  the fake 
b luster by Roosevelt about “ tak 
ing the pro fits  out o f w ar.”  As 
early  as August, Forbes, an nu 
th o rita tiv e  b ig  business m onth ly  
declared. "W ha t are new Federal 
taxes going to do to business pro 
fits? W hat happened d u rin g  our 
last great re-arm ing period pro 
vides one clue. As the chart 
shows, Federal taxes took a big 
slice of corporate net income; but 
w ar orders so increased net in  
come before taxes th a t the profits 
rem a in ing  a fte r taxes had been 
paid  were substantia l.”

Substantia l indeed! For the ac 
com panying cha rt reveals tha t net 
corporate pro fits  fo r the four 
>ears preceding the last w ar aver
aged 3.8 b illio n  do llars yea rly ; 
fo r the w ar years, 1916-1919, net 
pro fits were 6.9 b illio n  do llars 
yearly, w ith  a 1917 peak of 8.6 
b illio n  dollars.

W hen the Excess P rofits  b ill 
was fin a lly  passed and signed by 
Roosevelt, i t  provided such a bra
zen guarantee o f un lim ite d  w ar 
profits, th a t even the expectant 
W a ll Street magnates gasped!

And when the Russell-Overton 
Amendment, w h ich  perm its  the 
governm ent to “ take over”  plants 
at a “ fa ir  re n ta l”  i f  the owner 
refuses “ emergency" w ar orders 
was attached to the Conscription 
b il l— e lic it in g  the c ry  o f “ state 
socia lism ”  from  W illk ie — , B or
rows. W a ll Street financia l weekly 
September 2, cand id ly  adm itted:’ 

“ I t  should be added th a t 
the re  is  no sign o f any in ten 
tion  on the p a rt o f anyone to 
misuse the power ( to  take over 
non-cooperative businesses). SO 
LO NG  AS K N U D S E N . b i g 
g e r s  A N D  CO. A R E  IN  CO N
TRO L, T H E R E  W O N ’T  BE. 
(ou r em phasis).”
And they arc in  contro l, despite 

the e ffo rts  o f Sidney H illm an , and 
the rest o f the pro-Rgosevelt la 
bor stooges, to convince the work 
ers d iffe re n tly .

N ationa l Business magazine, in  
September, a t the tim e when ma 
uy corporations were re fus ing de 
;ense orders to b ring  pressure for 
a favorable Excess-Profits b ill,  re 
ported:

“ The Defense Commission is 
defending ‘business a g a i n st* 
charges o f a cap ita l s trike , p u t
t in g  p ro fits  before pa trio tism , 
e t c . . .  A N D  SO F A R  IT  HAS 
B E E N  SU PPO R TED  IN  T H IS  
B Y  P R E S ID E N T  R O O S E 
V E L T . C O N TR A R Y  TO E X 
P E C T A T IO N S . T H E  N E W  
D E A L  REFO RM  E L E M E N T  
H A S  B E E N  K E P T  C O M 
P L E T E L Y  O U T O F T H E  D E 
F E N S E  P IC T U R E .”
Yes, Roosevelt in  the saddle in 

W ashington is r id in g  fo r W all 
Street. When, in  the name of 
"N a tiona l U n ity ,”  he placed Hen
ry  L . Stimson and F rank  Knox, 
two big-business Republicans, at 
I be head of the W ar and Navy 
Departments, th is  was Roosevetl’s 
fire-side way o f te llin g  W all Street, 
“ Don’t shove, boys! You dotf’t 
need more than your snout in  the 
tro u g h ! ”  |

(To Be Continued)

Go Forward
Prediction of Trotsky 
A Triumph 
Of Marxist Analysis

= = = = =  B y JO SEPH H A N S E N

Fourteen m onths ago, upon the invasion o f Poland 
fro m  the west by H it le r  and fro m  the cast b y  the  
Red A rm y , the social democrats and those c lin g in g  to  
th e ir  coat ta ils  were th row n  in to  com plete confusion 
by the complex events. W ith  the disappearance o f the  
Polish bourgeois governm ent and the advance o f 
Soviet troops, they were u t te r ly  incapable o f fo re 
seeing w h a t m ig h t be expected to  occur in  the  eastern 
occupied te rr ito r ie s .

Am ong our own ranks ce rta in  elements raised the 
question o f chang ing our slogan o f unconditiona l de
fense o f the Soviet U n ion  because o f the Red A rm y  
invasion o f Poland.

LEON TROTSKY’S ANALYSIS
Leon T ro ts k y  analyzed the Polish events on Sep

tem ber 25, 1939, in  an a rtic le  “ The USSR in  W a r”  in  
the fo llo w in g  luc id  w ords:

“ I t  is more lik e ly , however, th a t in  the te rr ito r ie s  
scheduled to  become a p a r t o f the USSR, the  Moscow, 
governm ent w i l l  c a rry  th rou gh  the exp rop ria tio n  o f 
the la rge  land owners and s ta tifica tio n  o f the  means 
o f production. T h is  v a r ia n t is m ost probable n o t (be
cause the bureaucracy rem ains tru e  to  the soc ia lis t 
p rogram  bu t because i t  is n e ithe r desirous no r capable 
o f sha ring  the power, and the priv ileges  the la tte r  
en ta ils, w ith  the old ru l in g  classes in  the occupied te r 
r ito r ie s . Here an ana logy li te ra l ly  o ffe rs  its e lf. The 
f ir s t  Bonaparte  ha lted the  revo lu tion  b y  means o f 
m il i ta ry  d ic ta to rsh ip . However, when the French 
troops invaded Poland, Napoleon signed a decree: 
‘Serfdom  is abolished.’ Th is measure was d ic ta ted no t 
by Napoleon's sym path ies fo r  the peasants, n o r by 
dem ocratic p rinc ip les  bu t ra th e r by the  fa c t th a t the  
B on ap artis t d ic ta to rsh ip  based its e lf  n o t on feuda l 
b u t on bourgeois p ro p e rty  re la tions. Inasm uch as 
S ta lin ’s B on ap a rtis t d ic ta to rsh ip  ¡bases its e lf  n o t on 
p r iv a te  bu t on sta te  prope rty , the invasion o f Poland 
by the Red A rm y  should, in  the na tu re  o f the case, 
re s u lt in  the  ab o lition  o f p r iva te  c a p ita lis t p ro pe rty , 
so as thus to  b r in g  the  reg im e o f the occupied te r r i
to ries in to  accord w ith  the reg im e o f the USSR.”  

T ro ts k y  in  his ne x t pa rag raph expla ins th a t th is  
change in p ro p e rty  re la tions could no t however cause 
us to fa v o r the invasion o f Poland .by the Red A rm y , 
since i t  would be “ achieved in  m ilita ry -b u re a u c ra tic  
fash ion ”  and hence low er the capac ity  o f the pro le
ta r ia t  to  defend the  old conquests and to  make new 
ones th rou gh  soc ia lis t revo lu tion .

T ro ts k y ’s conclusion was th a t class-conscious 
w orkers  should condemn the invasion o f Poland by  
the Red A rm y  b u t continue th e ir  uncond itiona l de
fense o f the Soviet Un ion in c lud in g  the new te r r ito r ia l 
gains.

T ro ts k y  saw the invasion as p ro v id ing  a re m a rk 
able dem onstra tion o f the  analysis o f the  F o u rth  In 
te rna tion a l th a t the Soviet U n ion  is s t i l l  a w o rke rs ’ 
s tate b u t s u ffe r in g  fro m  bureaucra tic  de fo rm a tio ns .. 
He concluded th a t  the re  was n o th in g  “ new in  the  
s itu a tio n ”  w h ich  should cause us to  change our posi
tio n  o f  uncond itiona l defense o f the  S oviet U n ion,

“ IMPERIALIST OR 
QUASI-IMPERIALIST”

This analysis by T ro ts k y  drew  deris ion fro m  a ll 
sides especially among those under the  in fluence o f 
the  bourgeois w a r pressure. They declared th a t  the 
invasion o f Poland proved th a t the re  “ was som eth ing 
e n tire ly  new in  the s itua tion ,”  and th a t the Soviet 
Un ion had become an “ im p e ria lis t”  s ta te  seeking im 
p e r ia lis t te r r ito r ia l gains.

James Burnham , fo r  example, declared th a t  the  
po licy  o f the Soviet s tate ,had become “ im p e ria lis t o r  
q u as i-im pe ria lis t.”  M ax Shachtman declared in  a re 
so lu tion  dated September 28, 1939, th a t “ S ta lin  and 
the Red A rm y  thus played a f la t ly  counter-revo lu
t io n a ry  ro le  in  Poland. The b it te r  rea litie s  o f  the  re - 
cerit events, m ost p a r tic u la r ly  o f the events in  Poland, 
d ic ta te  a rev is ion  o f ou r previous concept o f the ‘un
cond itiona l defense o f the Soviet U n ion .’ ”

N ow  i t  is possible to ascerta in ju s t who was r ig h t  
and \yho w ro ng  in  th e ir  analysis o f the  events in  Po
land— no t th a t we expect e ithe r Burnham  o r Shacht
man to  acknowledge themselves w rong !

In  an a rtic le  in the press, Lu d w ig  Lo re  rep o rts  
th a t p riva te  ca p ita lis t p ro pe rty  has been e n tire ly  
abolished in the occupied te rr ito r ie s  erf Poland.

The na tion a liza tio n  o f b ig  in d u s tr ia l en terprises 
and b a n k s . . .  was the f irs t ,”  he states. Then came 
o the r im p o rta n t financ ia l in s titu tio n s .

Tne sm all and m iddle-sized industries  were a  
d if f ic u lt  m a tte r,”  he continues. “ No im m ediate na tion 
a liza tion  was attem pted. The owners remained in  pos
session o f  th e ir  en terprises and were m ere ly  ordered 
to subm it statem ents to  the w o rke rs ’ delegates re 
g a rd in g  the cost o f production, wages paid, hours em
ployed and w o rk in g  conditions genera lly. F o r every 
branch o f industi-y and aga in  fo r  the in d iv id u a l con
cerns, councils consisting o f representatives o f the  
employees and the em ployers were established, w h ich  
jo in t ly  fixed a ‘ju s t  ra te  o f p ro fit ’ and supervised 
w o rk in g  and wage conditions.

How ever th a t was a t ra n s ito ry  s itua tion . A f te r  
seven m onths complete sta te  ow nership was estab
lished. A ccord ing  to a governm ent statem ent, the dua l 
reg im e o f em ployers and employees con tro l over p ro
duction  was ‘in e ffec tive  and w o rk in g  to  the  disad
vantage o f s tate and in d u s try ,’ w here fo re  abo lition
o f  p r iva te  ownership in  sm a ll and m edium  indus tries  
was decreed.

A  s im ila r  s itua tion  was created in  the trades.
W holesalers and re ta ile r s were given a period o f grace
m  which to  w ind  up th e ir  en terprises and to  sell ou t 
th e ir  c ld  stocks. A f te r  th a t the  Soviet state tru s ts  
refused to sell them  supplies and p riva te  trade  died.”

A lre a d y  the S ta lin is t bureaucracy has purged the 
local organ izations in  the occupied te rr ito r ie s  o f any 
elements who m ig h t prove a n ti-S ta lin is t. Th is was 
ikew ise predicted by T ro tsky , when he warned th a t  

the  w orkers o f  Poland m ust organize resistance 
aga inst the crush ing  to ta lita r ia n  hand o f Moscow.

W ith  no th ing  h u t the m eager deta ils fu rn ished  by  
the bourgeois press dea ling  m a in ly  w ith  the bare fa c t 
o f the invasion by the Red A rm y , T ro ts k y  was able 
fro m , hi? analysis o f the Soviet Union as a workers* 
s ta te  w ith  bureaucra tic  deform ations to  p re d ic t w ith  
absolute accuracy the course w h ich h is to ry  ac tu a lly  
took. A  rem arkab le  tr iu m p h  o f M a rx ia n  ana lys is !


