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FORD UNION DRIVE AT CRUCIAL STAGE
Cafeteria Local 
Elects Militants
United Front Ticket In Local 302 Is 
Victorious In Fight To Drive Back 
Reactionary Red-Baiting Right Wing

B U LLETIN
NEW  YORK, Dec. 18— Latest returns on balloting in the Local 

302, Cafeteria Workers, Hotel and Restaurant Union (A F L ) elec
tions give the United Union Ticket, progressive slate, a sure vic
tory. Branch A. half the local, had a 3500 vote turnout yesterday, 
which will reach 5000 today, and on basis of present vote tabula
tion is expected to give approximately 500 majority to the united 
front progressives. Branch B votes today. The United Union ticket 
is expected to carry Branch B by 3 to 1 majority.

Ten thousand members of Local 302, Cafeteria Workers of New 
York, will go to the polls December 17 and 18, to elect their union 
administration for the next year. Sixteen paid offices, the Council, 
and the Executive Boards of Branch A and B are to be elected.

There are two slates contending for the union administration: 
the United Union Committee and the United Right Ticket. The 
struggle has attracted widespread interest in the entire New York 
labor movement. In particular over 75,000 workers organized in the 
different food workers’ locals are awaiting the outcome for Local 
302 is the key local in the Hotel and Restaurant Union (A F L ).

In  the last few weeks the s trug 
gle has beçn Intensified by con
tinuous appeals o f the r ig h t w ing 
to the In te rn a tio n a l to step in  and 
save th e ir  hides from  the aroused 
union membership.

The m il ita n t  membership has, 
however, succeeded in  defeating 
every one of the attem pts of the 
r ig h t  w ing  to hold on to th e ir  
jobs by d is ru p tin g  the election.

spite of struggles in  previous 
elections between the groups now 
organized in  the United Union 
Committee, they have joined 
hands in the election to save the 
un ion from  the th re a t of an un
scrupulous, red-ba iting r ig h t wing.

GROUPS W H IC H  U N IT E D
V arious p o lilic a l tendccies in 

the w o rk in g  class movement as 
w e ll as many na tiona lities  and 
cra fts  have un ited in  th is  in s p ir
in g  dem onstration of so lid a rity  
against the reactionary, red-bait
in g  attack o f the r ig h t w ing. The 
U n ited  Rank and F ile  Club, The 
U nited Progressive Club, w h ich  
has been the banner bearer of 
progressive un ionism  in  the cafe
te r ia  fie ld fo r  many years: the 
m il ita n t  U n ited Spanish Club, 
w ith  a strong fo llo w in g  among 
the most explo ited miscellaneous 
w orkers ; the Independent H e lle
n ic Club, and the Chefs and Cooks 
Com m ittee— these are the groups 
tha t comprise the United Union 
Committee.

The U nited Union Committee 
has adopted a m ilita n t program . 
I t  contains the main po in ts of the 
program  o f the United Progress
ive Club.

The issue of a rb itra tio n  (A d
justm ent Board), on which the 
U n ited Progressive Club and the 
U n ited Spanish Club have always 
jo ined  in  d iffe r in g  w ith  the Rank 
and F ile  Club, was settled by ad
op ting  a clause in favor o f a mem
bership referendum  on th is  m ajor 
issue a fte r the elections. The Pro
gressive and Spanish Clubs are

opposed to the a rb itra tio n  set-up 
and w il l  seek to do away w ith  
the A d justm ent Board through the 
referendum.

In  contrast to the fo r th r ig h t 
m ilita n c y  of the program  of the 
United Union Committee, the rig h t 
w ing  has no trade un ion program  
whatsoever. In  sheer desperation 
i t  has unleashed a campaign of 
red-ba iting  and slander tha t has 
broken a ll previous records fb r 
th is  age-old t r ic k  o f labor fakers.

The r ig h t  w ingers yell loudest 
about the T ro tsky is ts  and S ta lin  
ists u n it in g  against them. The 
United Union T icke t answers that 
i t  is proud o f the fact th a t i t  is 
composed of workers of d iffe ren t 
po litica l beliefs as well as many 
na tiona lities  and races, who have 
un ited on a program  o f m ilita n t 
un ion ism  and against the corrupt 
r ig h t w ing officia ls.

The U nited Union T icke t har 
adopted a fu l l  slate. I t  is headed 
by the fou r candidates fo r General 
Offices: Costas D ritsas (U n ited 
Rank and F ile ) fo r President: 
Sam Kram berg (U n ited Rank and 
F ile ) fo r Secretary Treasurer; 
L a rry  P h illip s  (U n ited  Progress
ive Club) fo r  General O rganizer 
and Juan Aviles (U n ited  Spanish 
C lub) fo r Labor Chief.

The Progressive Club is well 
represented on the rest o f the 
slate, w ith  Sam Roth run n ing  fo r 
Vice President and P illsb u ry  and 
Fox run n ing  fo r Business Agents. 
Three Progressives are run n ing  
fo r the branch executive boards 
and two fo r the Council. Three 
Progressives are ru n n in g  fo r the 
centra l bodies: fo r the Central La 
bor and Trades Council, James 
Gordon: fo r the Joint Board of 
the Food W orkers Unions, L a rry  
P h illip s : fo r the United Hebrew 
Trades, Sam Roth.

(The fu l l  te x t o f the U n ited
Union Com m ittee program  ap
pears on page 2 o f th is  issue.)

O N  THE W A R  FRONTS
■---- by GEORGE STERN '

Prince Ita d z iw ill, a ris tocra t and 
landowner, is one of the few re
fugees from  “ dem ocratic”  Poland 
who have been able to make the ir 
way in to  th is  country .

Now safe in th is  coun try  and 
secure w ith  the bank balances bis 
class doubtless had m ainta ined 
here fo r ju s t such eventualities, 
R a dz iw ill has assumed the pose 
of adviser on Am erican w ar pol
icy. I l is  f irs t essay in to  th is  field 
is in  a leng thy le tte r published 
in  the New York T im es on De
cember 11.

R a dz iw ill secs M usso lin i’s 
I ta ly  in a precarious position 
as a result, o f its  m ilita ry  re 
verses. Ho says ‘ ‘the heavy 
th re a t o f in te r io r revo lu tion  
hangs constantly  over I ta ly . ”  
T h a t threat, could be averted 
fo r  the present by “ a complete 
surrender to  a German m ilita ry  
and d ip lom atic  pro tectora te .”  

M u s s o l i n i ,  he goes on,

“ s tand ing before the choice o f 
complete submission to G er
many o r o f a revo lu tion, m ight 
eventua lly consider a th ird  
solution, th a t o f peace, which 
would ce rta in ly  be welcome to 
the whole nation. I  have the 
fee ling  tha t maybe the moment, 
is  near when Am erican d ip lo 
macy could develop a very cau
tious a c tiv ity  fo r  a daring , no 
doubt, bu t in my opinion not 
necessarily hopeless, a ttem p t 
in th is  d irec tion .”
The speculations of th is  Polish 

prince a rc  ve ry  illu m in a tin g , l ie  
poses M usso lin i’s two choices — 
surrender to H itle r  or overth row  
by an an ii-F asc is t' revo lu tion— 
and tu rns  away from  both o f them 
w ith  a shudder. And we may be 
qu ite  sure tha t fo r hint the pros
pect o f an anti-Fascist revo lu tion  
is by fa r the w orst of the two 
alte rna tives.

Grace Carlson

G r a c e  Carlson Starts 
National Tour Jan. 2
Opens In Milwaukee; W ill Speak tn At 
Least 35 Cities; Schedule Listed

Stalin's Latest Ukase!
On June 26. 19-10 the Kremlin decreed what has become 

known as the “June laws.”
They abolished the 35-hour week (7-hour day, 5-day week, 

with the 6th day o ff), replacing it. with the 18-hour week (8-hour 
day. 6-day week with the 7th day o ff), and made it. a criminal 
offense to quit one’s job. punishable by imprisonment or by 
forced-labor terms to be served at the same place of employment 
at 25% less pay.

The Kremlin also assumed the right to compulsory transfer 
of any worker from any part of the country to any other part.

These infamous laws have been systematically extended to 
the whole population until now they have been applied to the 
lower ranks of the bureaucracy and to the “Stakhanovists,” tho 
labor aristocracy.

These facts appear here for the first time in this country, 
just as the Socialist Appeal was the first to publish the facts 
about, the “June laws”. On page 3 of this issue we publish this 
latest, article by John G. Wright. Read it and read Comrade 
Wright's articles regularly— they appear here almost every week 
— if you want to understand how Stalin is strangling the Soviet 
Union.

Enforcement of Union 
C ontract-F lin t Style

F L IN T , Mich.— The Fisher Body local No. 581 has just given 
1 the UAW membership a short lesson in how to enforce union con
ditions in GM.

The other day the Fisher Body management decided that it 
would lay off several men in the Trim department. After the lay
off they told the men working in the department they would have 
to fill in on a few odd jobs which others had performed previously. 
In other words the management “stole” a job.

Promptly the steward protested, and the entire department 
began to raise a rumpus about it. The leader of the group was 
then sent home by the company.

No sooner was this done than the whole department downed 
tools and walked out of the plant. The result was a shut-down of 
Fisher Body and, very soon, curtailment of production at Buick.

The company when faced with this militant opposition prac
tically went out of its head. They were so anxious to get produc
tion started again that they offered not only to settle the griev
ance immediately, but to go out and call for the steward who was 
fired and bring him back to work!

The steward was nowhere to be found. The management sent 
out messengers, flunkeys with cars to scour the town, but the 
steward just wasn’t to be found (by -the company) and no pro
duction went on that night. The lesson was brought home to the 
company . . .

Finally, at his Mesure, the next day, the steward reported 
back to work, and the trim department achieved a complete vic
tory.

This incident is similiar to one which occurred at the Briggs 
Body plant not Icng ago, in which one department walkout over 
the speed-up and firing of a steward resulted in a complete shut
down, and in a speedy victory for the union.

Hillman Wins In 
Jersey C IO  Body

Chance To Defeat Hillman Is 
Tossed Away By Lewis Bloc

By GEORGE BREITM AN
PASSAIC, N. J.. Dec. 15—The Lewis wing of the CIO suffered 

a setback here this week-end as the Hillman forces in the New Jer
sey CIO convention succeeded in winning a victory which gave it 
control of the state executive board for the coming year.

The margin of votes between the Hillman-Abramson-textile 
forces and the Lewis-Stalinist bloc was not very great, however, and 
the tide could easily have been turned the other way had it not been 
for the bungling and timidity of the state leaders of the Lewis bloc.

As a result of this poor leadership, therefore, a strong weapon j 
is now in the hands of the group in this state’s CIO which is ready, |

Many Thousands 
Boldly Join Up
But Ford W ill Fight to the Death, and 
It W ill Take More Than NLRB Elections 
To Beat Hirn; UAW Must Prepare to Fight

DETROIT, Mich. Dec. 16— With 40 UAW -CIO organizers con
centrating all their energies on a drive to organize the Ford Motor 
company, and with a union publicity campaign which has succeeded 
in hitting all the front pages, reports from reliable union sources 
indicate that Ford workers are joining the U AW  by the thousands.

From every point of view the UAW  now has a great oppor
tunity to break the notorious Ford open shop once and for all. Union 
sentiment is sweeping the ranks of Ford workers in a mighty wave." 
Ford has shown his anti-union policy again by refusing to consent 
tô  an NLRB vote after Michael Widman, CIO organizer in charge 
of the Ford drive, made the request. Even Sidney Hillman, “labor
com m issioner”  on the N a tiona l 
Defense Council, has been forced 
to make a sta tem ent on F o rd ’s 
an ti-un ion  po licy  and to demand 
th a t the A rm y  cancel a $2,000.000 
contract fo r a irp lane engines w ith  
Ford. (H illm a n  did not, however, 
m ention the $123,000,000 w o rth  
o f o th e r defense contracts w ith  
F o rd !)

The recent, s ign ing  of a new 
agreement w ith  C hrys ler and 
Briggs, ra is ing  the pay o f Chrys
le r workers to the highest in the 
indus try , and the securing o f a 
un ion shop agreement w ith  the 
Hudson M otor Car Company by 
the UAW . act as an in sp ira tion  
to the  Ford workers and increase 
the r is in g  tide  o f union sen ti
ment.

Ford, however, has shown tha t 
he in tends to fight, and figh t b it
te r ly .

E very day dozens of Ford w o rk 
ers are la id  o ff, fired, transferred 
and in tim ida ted  by one means or 
another fo r un ion a c tiv ity . The 
ranks of Ford workers who have 
been th row n  out o f the plants 
a fte r jo in in g  the un ion increases | 
by the hour. There is no doubt 
tha t (he cruc ia l days fo r the un
ion are ju s t ahead.

The queston now is :— w hat w i l l  
the U A W  leadership make out of 
the now favorable s itua tion  at 
F o rd ’s? W ill they courageously 
step ou t and use the m ilita n t 
methods necessary to a tta in  v ic 
tory? W ill they take the example 
of the organ ization of General 
M otors in  the great days of 1937?

Or w i l l  they s ta ll around and

w a it  fo r  H illm a n  and Knudsen to  
solve th e ir  problems?

W ill they spend the next s ix  
months in lit ig a tio n  fo r an N LR B  
vote? And m eanwhile w i l l  they 
le t the Ford membership w i l t  
away?

T h is  is how the problem is now 
posed. Only a determ ined standi 
against. Ford can insp ire  the Ford 
workers and establish unionism  
among the 100,000 employees of 
the m ost no to rious ly  scabby o u tfit  
in  A m erican in du s try . A n  N L R B  
vote w ith  a v ic to ry  fo r the UAW  
would o f course be a great m ora l 
v ic to ry . B u t tha t and th a t alone 
w il l  not establish un ionism . Gov
ernm enta l pressure w i l l  no t and 
cannot establish un ionism  in  Ford 
and crush the Ford Service De-. 
parttnent.

A L L  E Y E S  ON FO RD
A ll eyes are on the Ford drive . 

A successful Ford d rive  would 
lead to a re b irth  of un ion action 
in a ll auto plants, would p&ve the 
way to estab lish ing the closed 
shop in  auto as a whole.

W ith  the In te rn a tio n a l Board 
s t i l l  fo llow ing  a pussyfooting pol
icy, a fra id  o f strikes, yie ld ing , to 
the reactionary pressure of the 
H illm ans and Kndusens, ang ling  
fo r jobs on the Defense Councils, 
there is great danger th a t the 
Ford d rive  w ill be muffed. O nly 
the greatest pressure from  tho 
v ig ila n t m ilita n ts  in  every local 
can force these leaders to take 
the on ly  road— the road of m il i
tant action.

Workers Favor Collective 
Bargain ing Rights In  A rm y

Detroit-Toledo Poll Also Shows Considerable Sentiment 
Favoring Trade Union Control of Military Training

when H illm a n  gives the word, lo 
capitu late to the governm ent and' 
the c ra ft un ion is ts  on the crucia l 
issue of in d u s tria l un ionism .

At the s ta rt of the convention 
K napik, one of the H illm a n  lead
ers, made th is  clear when he s ta t
ed th a t the CIO should im m edi
ate ly reopen "u n ity "  negotiations 
w ith  the A F L . The lack of ap- 
plauso was a w a rn ing  to h im . and 
he hastily  added tha t negotiations 
must not lead to destroying a 
single one of the CIO in te rna 
tiona l unions.

The H illm a n  leaders apparently 
decided th a t i t  would he unwise 
in a closcly-contestod convention 
to b ring  in to  the open th e ir  real 
position on in d u s tr ia l unionism , 
so they put i t  away in  the back
ground. The Lewis-Stalin ist, w ing 
pe rm itted  them to do so.

W H IT E W A S H IN G  H IL L M A N
The firs t fight broke out on an 

attem pt to whitewash the role 
H illm a n  is p lay ing  in the N ational 
Defense Council. It was dram a
t ic a lly  announced that H illm a n  
had entered a protest tha t day 
against the g ra n tin g  of a govern
ment contract to Henry Ford, and 
the H ill man it es in troduced a res
o lu tion  lo commend H illm a n  fo r 
th is  action.

A  few delegates managed lo get 
the floo r in  spite o f the hurcauc-l 
ra tic  chairm anship of H illm a n ite  
Abramson, and to point out that 

I th is  was a whitewash resolution 
' designed lo cover up H illm a n 's  
treacheries. W hat about h is liandl- 

l in g  of Bethlehem Steel? they ask
ed. What about Ills  hand ling  of 
strikes? An amendment was made 
that the CIO oppose the g ran ting  
of contracts to a ll v io la to rs  of the 
labor laws. Discussion was cut 
off, and in  the voice vote, it seem
ed, the amendment was carried. 
Abramson, however, refused a ro ll 
call vote and declared the o rig ina l 

i m otion carried. A fte r th is , the 
I (Continued on page 4)

TOLEDO, Ohio. — Am erican 
workers accept un iversa l m ilita ry  
tra in in g , but favor collective bar
ga in ing  r ig h ts  fo r soldiers 
through representatives o f th e ir 
own choosing. In  add ition , there 
is a strong trend lo p re fe r m il i
ta ry  tra n in g  fo r the workers un
der the con tro l of the trade un
ions.

These arc the sentim ents ex
pressed in  a po ll o f a represent
a tive  group o f w orkers in Detroit, 
and Toledo. The poll was con
ducted by i he Toledo and D e tro it 
branches o f the S.W.P.

A  to ta l o f 363 men and women, 
selected at random by v is itin g  
homes in w o rk in g  class neighbor
hoods o r by m eeting them at fac
to ry  gales, wore asked the fo llow 
ing  three questions:

1. "A re  you in  favor of the 
present Burke-W adsworth Cons
c rip tio n  Act ?”

2. “ W ould you prefer m ilita ry  
tra in in g  under trade un ion con- 
tro l? "

3. “ Should soldiers have the 
r ig h t o f collective ba rga in ing tor 
better conditions through th e ir 
elected representatives?”

75.4% were in favo r of the cons
c r ip tio n  law. 13.7% against, and 
10.7% undecided.

34.7% of the to ta l group polled 
were in  favor o f trade un ion con
tro l or m il ita ry  tra in in g , w h ile  
13.2% were opposed.

A  very s ign ifican t m a jo r ity  were 
in  favor o f co llective barga in ing 
rig h ts  fo r the common soldiers, 
78.2%. Only 12.2% were against, 
w ith  9.3% undecided. A higher 
percentage o f those polled were 
in  favo r of th is  than favored cons
c rip tion . The ra tio  of 6% to 1 is 
su ffic ien tly  decisive to establish 
as a fact th a t the workers of th is  
v ita l in d u s tr ia l area draw a direct 
analogy between (lie  boss arm y 
and the boss factory.

Those who conducted the poll 
were extrem ely carefu l not to In
fluence those questioned in any 
way. The workers questioned 
were sim p ly in form ed tha t a poi: 
of the neighborhood o r p lan t area 
was being undertaken, th a t they 
did not have to give th e ir  names, 
and th a t th e ir  in d iv id u a l replies 
would be kept confidentia l.

i t  is in te res tin g  to note that 
w h ile  39.6% of the trade un ion
ists favored m il ita ry  tra in in g  un
der trade union contro l, a h igher 
percentage than fo r the to ta l 
group in c lud in g  non-unionists, 
¡5.5% of t iic  trade un ion is ts  were 
de fin ite ly  opposed to th is  idea.

Some o f the statem ents made 
in exp lanation of th e ir  negative 
op in ion on th is  question indicate 
tha t the replies of many trade 
un ion is ts  were conditioned by 
th e ir  d is tru s t o f the conservative 
a n d  reactionary bureaucratic 
trade-union leaders, ra the r than

by any opposition to the general 
idea of m il ita ry  tra in in g  unde f 
union con tro l. As one garage 
mechanic pu t it ,  “ I would favor 
un ion contro l i f  the p rope r.m en  
were in  charge.”

Among the Negroes,—adding 
w e ight to the conclusions of the 
po ll conducted by the New ark 
branch of the SWP two months 
ago,— there was a m a jo rity  in  fav
or of trade un ion con tro l of m il i
ta ry  tra in in g . T h is  reflects the 
healthy h o s tility  of the Negro 
workers toward the J im  Crow ar
my system.

T h is  Detro it-Toledo po ll, w h ile  
too lim ite d  to he conclusive, adds 
weight to the contention of our 
party  tha t the Am erican workers 
arc becoming more and more 
aware th a t the leadership o f the 
A rm y is in  the hands of those 
who represent the same boss clasB 
that contro ls industry . Hence tltfe 
workers, th in k in g  o f cu rb ing th is  
boss contro l, overw helm ing ly fav i 
o r co llective ba rga in ing in  the 
A rm y, as in  the factory.

In  add ition , an im portan t sett; 
tio n  of the workers arc ready-to  
go beyond the lim ite d  curb of the 
bosses w h ich is provided by co l
lective barga in ing, and are prep
ared to support trade un ion con
tro l of m il ita ry  tra in in g .

(The tabu la tion  o f the  De- 
tro it-T o le d o  po ll appears on 
page 2.)

P reparations fo r the mass meet
ings and conferences to hear Dr. 
Grace Carlson, who begins her 
national lecture tou r January 2 
in M ilwaukee, are in  progress 
throughout the country.

Comrade Carlson secured 8761 
votes in  Minnesota fo r  U. S. Sen
ator in  the last elections as the 
candidate of our party . D is tin 
gu ish ing herself as a b r i l l ia n t  
speaker. Comrade Carlson gained 
more votes than Norm an Thomas 
and E a rl Browder combined in  
Minnesota.

Among the topics on which Com
rade Carlson w ill speak, accord
ing to the preference o f the 
branches, are The. Road to Social
ism. Am erican Im peria lism , The 
R ight to L ife  and The Rise and 
Kail o f the Minnesota Farm er-La
bor Party.

The schedule of the Carlson 
tour has ju s t been announced as 
fo llow s:

Day Date Place
Thurs. Jan. 2 M ilwaukee
F rid a y  Jan. 3 Chicago
Sat. Jan. 4
Sun. Jan. 5 ”
Tucs. Jan. 7 Flint-
Wed. Jan. 8 D e tro it
Thurs. Jan. 9 ”
F rida y  Jan. 10 Toledo
Sun. • Jan. 12 Cleveland
Mon. Jan. 13 A kron
Tucs. Jan. 14 Youngstown

Thurs. Jan. 10 B u ffa lo
F r i.  Jan. 17 Rochester
Sat. Ja il. 18 Syracuse
Sun. Jan. 19 Boston
Mon. Jan. 20 ”
Wed. Jan. 22 New Haven
Thurs. Jan. 23 New Y o rk

to Feb. 3
Tues. Feb. 4 N ew ark
Wed. Feb. 5
Thurs. Feb. 6 A llen tow n
F r i.  Feb. 7 Reading
Sat. Fob. 8 Quakertown
Sun. Feb. 9 Philadelph ia
Mon. Feb. 10
Wed. Feb. 12 B a ltim ore
F r i.  Feb. 14 P ittsbu rgh
Sun. Feb. 16 Ind ianapolis
Mon. Feb. 17 Lou isv ille
Wed. Feb. 19 St. Louis
F rid . Feb. 21 M emphis
Sun. Feb. 23 New Orleans 
Mon. Feb. 24 
Tues. Fep. 25 Houston 
F r i.  to Feb. 28 Los Angeles 
Thurs. M arch 6 and v ic in ity  
Sat. M arch 8 San Francis« 
Sun. M arch 9 ”
Mon. M arch 10 
Tues. M arch  11 ”
F r i.  M arch 14 P ortland
Sun. M arch 16 Seattle
Wed. M arch 19 Plentywood
T hurs. M arch 20 W ill is to n
F r i.  M arch 21 F argo
Sat. M arch 22
Sun. M arch 23 T w in  C ities



W rite to us—tell us what’s going on in your part of the 
labor movement—what are the workers thinking about!—tell 
us what the bosses ar-e up to—and the G-men and the local cops—  

and. the Stalinists—send us that story the capitalist press didn’t  
print and that story they buried; or distorted—our pages are. open 
to you. Letters must carry name and address, but indicate i f  you 
do not want your name printed.

Negro Steel Worker 
Tells o f Jim Crow 
In  the Last W'ar

Which Stalinists Tried To Break Up

I  can be m istaken, bu t as I 
have seen i t  fo r the past 21 years, 
i t  is very ignorant fo r a black 
man to beg the U. S. government 
to le t him  in lis t in  the U.S.A. 
Service. When they w ant you. 
they w i l l  send, fo r you and Jim  
Crow you up to your neck and 
say to you th a t i t  is Equal Jus
tice.

I  s t i l l  remember being J im  
Crowed w ith  regard, to not being 
given a chance to take a ball).

My. o u tfit was the I-I. Q. Co. 
811, Pioneer In fa n try . A fte r sa il
in g  out of Camp D ix, N. J „  we 
were on board ship fo r  11 days. 
D u rin g  th is  tim e we were unable 
to  take a bath fo r shortage of 
w a te r but the w h ite  soldiers were 
able to get a bath.

A fte r  tha t 11 days we made 
land ing  in L iverpool. EngJand. at 
one of the so-called rest camps 
in  Camp W inchester, England.

We had orders from  the Co. I. II.

Commander to go fo r a bath, but 
we found the governm ent had a 
Jim  Crow Bath Mouse. The w h ite  
Am ericans w iio  were in  charge of 
the Bath House told the men that 
w.e could not bathe there. A fte) 
tha t we went back and reported 
to tile  Co. Commander. He went 
down but did not say w hat the 
results were. So the next day we 
asked a firs t lieutenan t about a 
bath. So be went down to find 
out t lie  trouble. Being a. fa ir- 
minded man, lie said to us the 
orderlies at the bath house first 
to ld  h im  they had orders from  the 
Camp Commander (hat nobody 
could have a bath but a com m is
sioned officer. “ B ut you can rest 
assured," he said, “ tha t I found 
ou t tha t the camp is J im  Crow. 
You w il l  have to w a it u n t il you 
get to another rest camp as we 
are now. leaving soon."

Just a ha lf hour before, a bat
ta lion  of w h ite  soldiers had fin 
ished bathing.

From  the tim e  we lo ft Camp 
D ix, X. J., u n t il we had a bath 
in (N antes) Frances, i t  was 30 
days.

A  Colored Steel W orker

TROTSKY MEMORIAL FUND

P O R T LA N D . Ore.. Dec. 12— The jo in t  s tr ik e  o f the A F L  and 
CIO  lum ber workers, which had lied up most o f the logg ing  and 
saw -m ill operations in Oregon and W ashington, is over, the s tr ike rs  
re tu rn in g  to w ork w ith  a compromise settlem ent inc lud ing  a 5 cent 
hourly  pay h ike and one week’s vacation w ith  pay.

O rig in a l demands o f the s tr ik e rs  were fo r  T'/z cents, more an 
hour and a week's vacation w ith  pay. The em ployers f irs t a ttem pted 
to head o f f  the s tr ik e  w ith  the proposal o f a V / i  cent raise fo r  u n 
sk illed  and 5 cents fo r  sk illed  workers. F o llow ing  the progressive 
spread o f the s trike , on the basis o f a united action pledge o f 35« 
rank-and-file  delegates o f the A F L  Lum ber and S aw m ill W orkers 
and the CIO  In te rn a tio n a l W oodworkers o f A m erica— made at a 
jo in t m eeting in C entra lia  I)e-

A dd itio na l C ontribu tions to the T ro tsky  M em oria l Fund are
as fo llow s :

N ew ark 30.00
Philadelph ia 6.00
F lin t 20.00
B u ffa lo 3.15
Boston 16.25
A kron 3.00
P ittsbu rgh 6.00
Los Angeles 37.05
New I-Iaven 5.75
Minneapolis, &  St. Paul 100.00
New  Y o rk 80.00

T O T A L $297.20
Branch Quota A m oun t paid %
Boston $ 100.00 $ 117.00 117%,
M ilw aukee $ 5.00 . $ 5.10 102%,
B a ltim o re 10.00 10.00 100
R ockville 7;0Q. 7.00 100
Toledo 5000 50.00 100
D e tro it 200,00 200-00 100
L yn n 100.00 85.00 85
Chicago &  Ind iana Hat bor 200.00 135.07 68
N ew ark 150.00 100.50 67
Los Angeles 150.00 93.70 62
P ittsbu rgh 10.00 6.00 60
New Haven 20.00 11.25 56
San Francisco 100.00 55.00 55
M inneapo lis and St. Paul 1000.00 530.00 53
F lin t 1.50.00 7,9.00 - 53
P hilade lph ia 30.00 14.00 47
B u ffa lo 25.00 11.15 45
New  Y o rk 1000.00 435.00 44
A k ro n 10.00 6.00 40
A llen to w n 15.00 6:00 40
Y oungstown 50.00 6.00 12
In d iv id u a l C ontribu tions 2.30

T O T A LS $3509.00 $1962.07 56

Cleveland, Hutchinson. Portland, Ouakertpwn, Reading.
Rochester, Texas, and St. Louis have not yet started payments
on their pledges.

cemher 1— the bosses came fo r 
ward w ith  a s tra ig h t 5 cent raise 
o ffe r  bu t balked at the week’s 
vacation w ith  pay. B ut then the 
bosses had to  come th rough  w ith  
the paid vacation.

The settlem ent was reached de
sp ite  a treacherous strike-break
in g  move by the S ta lin is t-con tro l
led executive board of the JWA- 
CIQ, w h ich so underm ined tl;o 
CIO locals in  the s tr ik e  as to en
danger t lie  en tire  s tr ik e  movement 
at the most c r it ic a l junctu re .

S T A L IN IS T S  A T T A C K  S T R IK E
Despite tlie  fact th a t the Joint 

s tr ik e  had been approved by the 
local, membership of almost every 
CIO local, inc lud ing  the affilia tes 
of the key Columbia R iver D is
tr ic t  Council o f the IW A , tlie  1WA 
national executive board met in 
Seattle on tlie  Wednesday fo llow 
ing tlie  Centra lia  m eeting and 
passed a reso lution condemning 
the s tr ik e  a lliance of a " fa c tio n " 
of the IW A  w ith  the A F L  lum ber 
workers. The resolution, d isre
ga rd ing  the progressive s ign ific 
ance of the labor so lid a rity  achiev
ed in  t li is  s tr ike , and concerned 
solely w ith  re-enforcing the wan
in g  prestige of the S ta lin is ts  in 
the lum ber indus try , stated tha t 
the un ited s tr ike  action “ can on ly 
resu lt in  re ta rd in g  the grow th  of 
the IW A  and in  the betrayal of 
t lie  cause of the woodworkers.”

T h is  s trike-b reak ing m o v e  
threw  consternation in to  tlie  
ranks o f the CIO  locals. I t  su f
fic ie n tly  d isoriented the  ranks 
to slow up CIO p a rtic ip a 
tion  in  the s trike . T lie  A F L  and 
CIO members a lready out on 
s tr ik e  were forced to move more 
rap id ly  to a settlement and under 
worse term s than they m igh t have 
secured w ith  a more complete 
un ited fron t.

T h is  action of the S ta lin is ts  was 
not unexpected. W ith  th e ir  in 
fluence gone in  the IW A  locals, 
p a rtic u la r ly  in the im portan t Co
lum bia R iver D is tr ic t Council 
which has a repu ta tion  fo r m il i 
ta n t and progressive policies, the 
S ta lin is t tops have been try in g  to 
secure a new base.

I,n prin ted leaflets, the S ta lin 
ists called on w orkers in  Snoqual- 
mie, W ashington, to pass the 
picket lines o f tlie  A F L  at the 
Snoqualmie M ill Company.

A t Evere tt, W ashington, the 
S ta lin is ts  are reported to  have 
made a deal w ith  the W eyerha
euser bosses in  order to block the 
s tr ike  of t lie  A F L — a deal where
by tlie  fabulously r ic li and bloody- 
banded Weyerhaeuser in terests 
gave a "co n tra c t" to the S ta lin 
ists to head o ff  AFT, organization. 
The most-hated boss in  lumber,

Weyerhaeuser, cooperated to the 
extent of p e rm ittin g  the S ta lin 
ists to set up a re c ru it in g  table 
inside one of the m ills . A t E v
e re tt also, the Stalin ists, pu t out 
a p rin ted  le a fle t te ll in g  the w o rk- 
el's not to heed the s tr ik e  call.

Ind ica tive  of the resistance of 
the Northw est CIO lum ber w o rk 
ers to the S ta lin is ts , is  the action 
of leadoi’s of the Columbia R iver 
Distract Council in  securing an in 
ju nc tion  against 0. M. Orton, act
in g  president o f the  IW A , to  p re
vent h im  fro m  disposing o f a $13,- 
000 organ izationa l fund of the 
IW A . W hile  i t  is  an unwise pol
icy fo r un ion men to take th e ir 
in te rna l a ffa irs  in to  a boss-con
tro lled  court, the action demons
tra tes the h o s tility  o f the rank 
and file- members of the IW A  to 
the S ta lin is t leadership.

W ORKERS W IN  G A IN S
'1'lie s tr ik e  was m il ita n t ly  con

ducted and su ffic ie n tly  w ide
spread, despite the S ta lin is t 
treachery, to compel tlie  bosses 
to g rant genuine gains. F ly in g  
p icket squadrons m obilized from  
Tacoma, Snoqualm ie and the Mor- 
ton-M ineral area shut clown many 
plants, in c lud in g  seven plants in 
Seattle where the men had p rev i
ously secured an agreement fo r 
the 5 cent raise. Despite th is  fact, 
the 2000 A F L  members in  these 
seven plants refused to go through 
the picket lines and jo ined the 
s tr ik e  in  so lid a rity  w ith  the rest 
of Lheir union brothers.

A decisive show-down is brew
ing  between the IW A  rank-and- 
file, especially in  the v ita l Colum
bia basin area, and the S ta lin is t 
finks on the in te rna tiona l execu
tive» board.

M eanwhile both the A F L  and 
CIO workers are look ing  forward" 
to a roal showdown w ith  the lum 
ber barons th is  com ing March, 
when most o f the contracts now in  
force, both A F L  and CIO, w i l l  end 
sim ultaneously.

Results o f  Detroit-Toledo 
Poll on M ilita ry  T ra in ing

F lin t  Auto Locals 
Demand GM Action
But Reuther Gets Executive Board to 
Refuse Request From Flint Unions

Attention Chicago!

New Year’s Eve 
Celebration

1114 P ra tt  B lvd. Chicago

Auspices:

Socia list W orkers P a rty  

C H IC AG O  LO C A L

Subscription : One Dollar

N. Y. Cafeteria Workers' Program
We publish below the fu l l  te x t o f the m il ita n t program  

which the U n ited Union Com m ittee o f Local 302, A F L  H ote l &  
R estaurant W orkers, pledged its e lf  to  c a rry  ou t upon being 
elected.

I.
a. F o r a m il ita n t  progressive 

union.
b. No d isc rim ina tion  against 

any member on ground of race, 
color, creed, n a tio n a lity , age or 
p o lit ic a l be lie f.

The union shall ac tive ly  resist 
any a tte m p t Iby the bosses to  d is 
c rim ina te  aga inst any m em ber in 
o u r ranks.

I I .
F o r the organ iza tion  o f the un- 

osganized th rough  the active pa r
tic ip a tio n  o f th.e en tire  m em ber
ship.

Large-scale v o lu n ta ry  o rgan iz
in g  com m ittees sha ll be set up 
and p u t to w o rk  th rough  the en
t ire  c ity . Q nly th rou gh  th is  m eth- 
<od can we c a rry  on successful
organ iza tiona l cam paigns. Spe
c ia l organization campaigns shall 
be conducted among the unor
ganized N a tiona l Chains, such as 
B ic k fo rd ’s, H o rn  and H a rd a rt, 
W aldorf, as well as many indepen
dent shops. W h ile  spreading out 
ih  th is  new te r r ito ry , we m ust 
safeguard the ju risd ic tion , r ig h ts  
o f  Local 302 and conduct a de
term ined f ig h t aga inst a ll outside 
foi'ces who encroach upon us.

I I I .
F o r a referendum  on the

ad justm ent board.
We believe th a t a re ferendum  

on th is  question is the best pos
sible solution. The membership 
shall have complete freedom  o f 
expression on th is  question a t 
special membership m eetings to 
be called p r im a r ily  fo r  th is  p u r
pose. The forces herein un ited 
m a in ta in  th e ir  complete freedom  
to e ith e r defend o r oppose a rb i
tra t io n  du rin g  the period o f dis
cussion.

IV .
U N E M P L O Y M E N T

F o r p rac tica l steps to  a llev ia te  
the serious p lig h t o f the unem 
ployed s itua tion .

a. Equal and ju s t  d is tr ib u tio n  
o f jobs.

b. e ffic ien t o rgan iza tion  o f L a 
bor C h ie f’s office.

c. S tr ic t enforcem ent o f pro- 
ra tio .

d. There sha ll be bu t O NE 
m anager recognized in each es
tab lishm ent.

A ll others using s im ila r t it le s  
to come under the ju r is d ic tio n  o f 
our union and be dea lt w ith  ac
cord ing ly .

e. P roh ib ition  o f replacem ent 
o f chefs by cooks and cooks by 
k itchen men.

f.  B r in g  back “ ex tra  - lunch

jobs”  to counterm en by e lim in a t
ing  chefs o r cooks fro m  w o rk in g  
behind counters.

g. Grievances and com pla ints 
o f unemployed.

A n y  com pla ints o r charges 
against a Labor C h ie f fo r  dis
c rim ina tio n , fa v o ritis m , unequal 
d is tr ib u tio n  o f  w o rk  o r abuse o f 
o ffic ia l du ty  shall be p rom ptly  
turned over to  a Grievance Com
m ittee  fo r  de libera tion  and ac
tion .

h. The Council sha ll au thorize 
the Unem ployed Com m ittees w ith  
lim ited  powers dealing w ith  any 
m atte rs  in vo lv ing  the unem
ployed.

V.
C O N TR A C T

a. To meet the r is in g  cost o f 
l iv in g  and to  m a in ta in  and im 
prove ou r present standard o f l iv 
ing  we propose a general raise 
in wages fo r  a ll categories o f 
w o rk , p a rtic u la r ly  h ighe r m in i-  
mums fo r  the m iscellaneous 
w orkers.

In  the m eantim e we prepare 
our union m ora lly , fina nc ia lly  and 
o rg an iza tio na lly  fo r  the com ing 
s trugg le  to achieve our new con
trac t.

b. E stab lish  a u n ifo rm  wage 
scale in ou r in d u s try  and b ring  
the wages o f B ranch B w orkers 
to the level o f the en tire  union.

c. U n ifo rm  se n io rity  r ig h ts  in 
a il shops.

d. To insure aga inst a low er-

ing  o f our l iv in g  standards 
th rough  the l'is ing  cost o f liv ing , 
we propose to include a clause in  
the con trac t to  p ro tect us against 
such an even tua lity .

e. The incom ing General Coun
c il should search ou t ways and 
means fo r* the fu tu re  establish
m ent o f a con tro lled system o f 
prom otion, fro m  miscellaneous to 
sk illed  w ork, based upon the 
leng th  o f .tim e a w o rk e r is em
ployed in his shop and the length 
o f tim e  he held m em bership in 
our union.

f .  F o r a one year contract.
g. F o r a one week t r ia l period.
h. F o r the seven hour day fo r  

a ll women.
i. G irls  do ing men’s w o rk  shall 

receive equal pay fo r  equal w ork.
j .  F o r the recogn ition  o f sen

io r ity  r ig h ts  o f n ig h t w orkers in 
the event o f vacancies on the day 
sh ifts  in th e ir  shops.

k. To guarantee the paym ent 
o f one week’s vacation w ith  pay: 
th a t each em ployer places a bond 
as secu rity  against any chiseling.

V I.
PR O TE C TIO N  OF 

C O N SC R IPTED  M E N
a. A n y  m ember who is con

scrip ted sha ll be guaranteed his 
job  upon his re tu rn  and fu l l  sen
io r ity  m ainta ined.

b. Replacement o f conscripted 
men by men.

c. In  the event o f labor sho rt
age and women ta k in g  the place

F L IN T , M ich.— A n a ttem p t by 
local unions here to  a ir  the prob
lems o f the General M otors w o rk
ers and to  force a program  of 
action on the In te rn a tio n a l lead
ership, was in itia te d  las t week by 
Buick Local No. 599, U A W -C IO , 
but the proposal was m et th is  
week by a slap in the face from  
the In te rn a tion a l E x e c u t i v e  
Board, whose GM representative, 
W a lte r Reuther, succeeded in 
p u ttin g  over a re fusa l to  lis ten 
to  the locals in a m eeting o f the 
GM Council in  D e tro it.

The B u ick Local, supported by 
the membership and officers of a ll 
F lin t  locals, had demanded in  a 
reso lution the ca llin g  of a del
egated GM conference to take up 
the GM contract and the general 
problems facing the GM workers.

W O R KERS W A N T  RE S U LTS
T h is  reso lution was passed at 

a m eeting of a ll F lin t  local union 
executive boards. Obyiously, both 
the leadership and membership in  
th is  key GM c ity  is g rea tly  d is
satisfied w ith  the fa ilu re  of the 
In te rn a tion a l Board to settle 
grievances w ith  GM management, 
and w ith  the po licy of conservat- 
ism  and a n ti-m ilita ncy  on the 
pa rt of W a lte r Reuther and the 
whole executive hoard.

The fee ling o f d issatisfaction 
w ith  the leadership has taken d if
ferent form s. Some of the local 
leaders demand the ousting of 
Reuther; others demand the rev
ocation of the GM contract which 
they believe is the root of a ll the 
evil. The best in form ed m il i t 
ants, however, understand that 
the firs t requirem ent fo r  effective 
action is a policy, a program  of 
m ilita n t action in  se ttlin g  g riev 
ances and in  enforcing the agree
ment w ith  GM. Such a m ilita n t 
program  could then be concretely 
contrasted to the po licy of the In 
te rna tiona l Board— which confines 
its  ac tiv itie s  to c raw lin g  on its  
knees to the government and m ak
in g  repeated “ fia ts”  to tlie  local 
unions th rea ten ing reprisals 
against “ unauthorized action.”

Once a sizeable group of local 
unions launches a program  of m il
ita n t enforcement, of the GM con
tract, Reuther and Co. would e ith 
er have to fo llow  along or face 
being pushed in to  the background 
in  the figh t against GM and 
thrown, out of office at the next 
convention.

T H E  F IR S T  STEP »'
Experienced un ion is ts  know 

tha t a lthough th is  GM agreement 
is not the best in  the w orld , fa r
from  i t .... nevertheless the F IR S T
STEP is to enforce it  and squeeze 
out of i t  the last ounce of benefit 
fo r the workers. T h is  is not being

A F L -C IO  Lumber Workers W in
Gains Despite Stalinist Sabotage

by Farrell Dobbs
S TR jR IJS  A R E  “ T R E A S O N ” —  
B U T  N,QT L A y Q ffJ 'S

About 1800 men Rave, been la id 
ofif fo r oyer. twjp, lpon tfis  at tHe 
Rpelpg a irc ra ft  plant, in  Seattle 
aw), arc not expected to  be re-em
ployed, u n t il a f jc r  January 1st. 
T liq  reason given is " la ck  of 
parts ." but the union (A  F L ) 
cla im s that tlie  company is sub
con tracting  pa rts  to o ilie r  a ir 
c ra ft ou tfits because i t  can make 
more mqney tha t way. Hence 
there is a v ir tu a l stoppage of pro
duction in  th is  Seattle p lan t.

When tlie  Vultee workers went 
on s trike , Uie bosses' da ily  press 
and tlie  bosses' stooges in Con
gress howlpd “ Treason." But untile 
in g  is said about the present s itu 
ation at Boeing.

done now.
I f  a strong m il ita n t  stand were 

taken by the union, or by a size-, 
able section o f the union no t on ly 
could the present agreement in' 
GM be enforced, but many ben
eficia l changes could be secured. 
T h a t however requires a un ion 
w h ich depends fo r its  gains not 
upon the H illm ans and the Knud- 
sens of the N ationa l Defense 
Council, but upon its  own inde
pendent organized strength.

The refusal of tlie  In te rna tiona l 
Beard, and Reuther in  pa rticu la r, 
to act favorably on the demand 
lo r  a GM conference by the whole 
F lin t  UW A, on ly chalks up an
other piece of evidence tha t these 
men are a fra id  ot’ the rank and 
file, and have no in ten tion  of a l
low ing  the membership to set the 
course fo r m ilita n t notion.

T lie  membership however w ill 
not take th is  slap in  the face 
qu ie tly . Those who inaugurated 
tlie  campaign fo r a GM confer
ence can be expected to continue 
th e ir  demands. T lie  powerfu l 
B uick Local No. 599 w hich inau
gurated the campaign, F isher 
Body Local No. 581. Chevrolet' 
Local 659 and o ther locals w ill 
not stand by fo r long w h ile  the 
officers refuse to do a th in g  about 
the many problems con fron ting  
the membership.

DECEMBER F. I. 
JUST OUT

of men they sha ll receive men’s 
wages. T h is  shall also apply 
to prom otions.

V II .
B Y -LA W S

a. F o r the abo lition  o f branch
eŝ —one branch in  the union.

b. The salaries o f o ffic ia ls  
shall no t exceed S55 per week in 
c lud ing expenses.

c. A l l  officers to be elected— 
no appointments.

d. A ny  m ember in  good stand
in g  fo r one. year sha ll be e lig ib le  
to  run fo r  paid office.

The December issue of the 
F ourth  In te rn a tio n a l is now on 
tlie  newsstands.

A  feature o f th is  ed ition  is 
“ France Under H itle r  and Pe- 
ta in ,”  a M anifesto of the F ourth  
In te rna tiona l.

Of p a rtic u la r tim p ly  im portance 
is a panoram ic descrip tion of the 
im p e ria lis t figh t fo r South A m er
ica by the A rgentine revo lu tion 
is t, Quebracho, en titled  " In te r- Im 
pe ria lis t S truggle For South 
A m erica.”

Leon T ro tsky ’s "Class, P arty 
and Leadership,”  is published fo r 
the firs t tim e in  th is  issue of 
the F ourth  In te rn a tion a l. The do
cument, a lthough not finished, is 
su ffic ien tly  complete to give c lear
ly  T ro tsky 's  analysis of the causes 
of the Spanish p ro le ta ria t’s de
feat.

A  rev iew  o f the recent A F L  and 
CTO conventions is provided in  
an a rtic le  hy F a rre ll Dobbs, Na
tiona l Labor Secretary of t  he 
SWP.

John G. W rig h t contributes 
“ New' Legis la tion in the Soviet. 
U n ion ,”  on the latest laws against 
the workers passed by the K rem 
lin .

Other im portan t artic les are. 
"M ilw aukee ’s Brand of Socia lism " 
by James Boulton, "Engels on 
Dialectics of N a ture”  by Wm, F. 
Warde, "D isc ip lin e  in the A m eri
can A rm y ”  by Michael C ort and 
a review  by Joseph Hansen of 
Tom W in tr in g h a m ’s book “ New 
Ways of W ar.”

SWOC DU ES S LU M P ;
SO M E REASO NS W H Y

Plans are being made by the 
Steel W orkers O rganizing Com
m ittee, CIO, to present new de
mands to U. S. Steel. A t a recent 
conference of the SWOC directors, 
the fo llow ing  general terms were 
m entioned: increased wages and 
abo lition  o f wage d iffe re n tia ls , an 
improved sen io rity  system ajid 
vacation plan, an# an Improved 
dues collection system.

The October dues report was the 
highest in  the h is to ry  'o f  the 
SWOC. However, there was a 
noticeable slum p in  the Novem-. 
her dues payments. One reason 
fo r tha t was Lew is’s P ro -W illk le  
speech. B u t not the on ly reason.

Iro n  Age. o ffic ia l pub lica tion  of 
the steel, bosses, reports “ vo lun
ta ry ”  w.age increases among some 
of the sm aller companies in  the 
indus try . “ In  other sections of 
the metal, w o rk ing  in du s try ,”  
notes Iro n  Age, "wage controver
sies ha.ve come to Die forefront, 
resu lting  in  s trikes in  some in 
stances."

One such instance, w h ich the 
P ittsburgh Press bemoaned as 
"m a rr in g  a three year l'ecord of 
contractual re la tions,”  occurred 
lpst month in  the Crucible Steel 
(Corporation at M id land, Pennsyl
vania- 4,500 workers walked out 
of the Crucib le p lant in  protest 
against company s ta llin g  in the 
settlem ent of grievances, some of 
which dated back fo u r m onths and 
more. The w orkers complained, i of, 
a speedfup system, “ under which, 
a man hard ly  had tim p fo r lunch.”  
C lin ton S. Golden, Regional SWOC 
D irector, urged tha t the “ unau
thorized" s tr ik e  be called off. Un
der pressure from  the SWOC o f
ficialdom , tlie  workers voted, 52% 
to 48%. to go back to w ork w ith 
out having th e ir  grievances set 
tied.

About a week la te r, Golden 
spoke before a ga thering  of bosses 
at the Hotel Pennsylvania in  New 
York C ity. The occasion was a 
d inne r in  connection > w ith  a con
ference on "management.”  In  his 
speech Golden said that “ Labor 
leadership”  today has changed its 
early  concept o f " f ig h t the m an
agement.”

*  *  *

BOOM FOR T H E  BOSSES 
B U T  N O T  FOR W ORKERS

The CIO Econom ic Outlook lias 
issued a graph ic chart of “ Pros
pe rity  and Unem ploym ent”  based 
on s ta tis tics  compiled by the v a r i
ous governm ental bureaus and by 
the CIO itse lf. I-t shows the Fed
eral/ Reserve Board index of in 
du s tria l production fo r October 
1940 at. an a ll- t im e  high of 127. 
T h is  is almost 18% above the 1929 
level.

In  contrast to Llris boom fo r the 
bosses, we find tha t w h ile  92% 
of a ll w orkers were employed in 
1929, on ly about 83% of a ll w o rk 
ers were employed In October, 
1940. T h is  decline in  employment 
becomes even more- s ign ifican t 
when i t  is .realized th a t t lie  to ta l 
w o rk ing  population has been in 
creasing at t lie  rate of 500,000 to 
600,000 a year.

T h is  pronounced decrease in 
percentage, of a ll workers em ploy
ed. reflects the effect w h ich tech
nological change has had on the 
workers under cap ita lis t "m an
agement”  and cap ita lis t “ plan
n in g ." Fewer workers are prod
ucing more goods to. fu r th e r swell 
the auper-profits of the bosses and, 
at the same tim e, plunge .m illion s  
of workers in to  the dism al swamp 
of unemployment.

S T A L IN IS T S  V O TE  T,0 B A R  
REDS AS U N IO N  M E M BER S

The N ational Convention of the 
(CIQ adopted a resolution condemn; 
ing  communism. However, th is  
reso lu tion also contains the state
ment-: “ There is room fo r  us a ll 
in , I (Ills great m ovement." Dins in 
d ica tin g  tha t no wholesale cam
paign of red-ba iting was intended.

A cting  on the report, of its  con
vention delegate, (tin CIO Indus
tr ia l Council in  P ittsbu rgh  went 
a step fu rth e r and passed a res
o lu tio n  bann ing from  membership 
those whose ideas are “ in im ica l 
to the Am erican system." A n th 
ony A. Federoff, (lie Council del
egate to the CIO convention, ca ll
ed upon tlie  local cen tra l body 
delegates to “ exercise th e ir  in f lu 
ence in  th e ir  own unions to t lie  
end tha t these unions sha ll w rite  
in to  th e ir  constitu tions regula
tions b a rring  such persons from  
m em bership."

Just as they voted to condemn 
communism a t tlie  CIO national 
convention, t lie  S ta lin is ts  voted fo r 
the red-ba iting reso lu tion in Hie 
P ittsbu rgh  Council.

D A N G E R O U S  IN C R E A S E  IN  
LE N G T H  OF W O R K IN G  W E E K

T lie  Departm ent o f Labor's Bu
reau of Labor S ta tis tics has re
leased a com pila tion  of average 
weekly hours worked in  some of 
the basic industries  fo r October 
1940. They are as fo llow s: en
gines, 41.4; automobiles, 41.3; 
shipping, 41.7; a lum inum . 41.4; 
blast furnaces, steel works and 
ro llin g  m ills , 38.8; machine tools, 
4.4.1; a irc ra ft, 41.3; e lectrica l ma
chinery, 41.3.

W it i i the present trend o f week
ly  hours worked ris in g  above the 
40 hour level and w ith  nine to 10 
m illio n  workers s t i l l  look ing  fo r 
jobs, the bosses are how ling  fo r 
a fu r th e r lengthen ing of the w ork 
week. And they have the fu l l  
backing of the adm ira ls  and the 
generals.

The bosses seek to avoid y ie ld 
ing  up any part o f th e ir  w ar pro
fits to the workers through in 
creased pay rates fo r more w o rk
ers tinder a sho rte r w ork week, 
Therefore, they brazenly advocate 
longer hours of w o rk  a t prevails 
■ing, or pre ferab ly lower, hourly  
o',ales of pay. They alsq w ant a 
permanent arm y of unemployed to 
provide a “ favorable”  labor m ar
ket, i. e„ to p it the workers 
against one another in the com- 
petion. fo r jobs.

The slogans fo r a 30 hour week 
at 40 hours pay in  auto, and fo r 
a six hour day at eight hours pay 
in steel indicate the course whi.ch 
the trade un ion workers must take 
in  th e ir  fight to raise th e ir  stan
dards of liv in g  and combat the 
evils of unemployment.

A F L  TOP LE A D E R S  C R A W L 
ON T H E IR  B E L L IE S

Em phasizing that the A F L  con
vention at New Orleans pledged 
“ fu ll and sincere support o f the 
defense program , even i f  such sup
port entailed s tr ic t self-d iscip line 
and im p o rtan t sacrifices," the A F L  
W eekly News Service makes a big 
po in t of the fact tha t “ the two 
s trikes a ffecting  the defense pro
gram  Involved CIO unions and 
tha t there has not been a single 
s tr ik e  by any Am erican Federa
tion  o f Labor union w h ich has 
impeded tlie  governm ent's prepar
edness e ffo rts .”

"However, the CIO Vultee s tr ike  
on the West Coast, which A tto r 
ney General Jackson a ttr ibu ted  
p a rtly  to Communist m achin
ations, and other s im ila r  devel
opments in  the CIO camp,”  (he 
statem ent continues, “ have given 
an ti-labor groups an excuse to 
pounce on a ll of organized labor 
w ith  unrestrained attacks.”

No clearer example is needed to 
illu s tra te  the cowardly type of 
leadership" the A F L  w o rkers  

w ill get from  th e ir  top offic ia ls 
in  the com ing period of rabid an ti- 
union a c tiv ity  on the part of the 
bosses and th e ir  government. Sub
ord inate  yourselves com pletely to 
the w a r p rog ram ; don’t  provoke 
the bosses or they m ig h t get 
tough— th a t is Die advice which 
the A F L  offic ia ldom  is g iv in g  to 
the rank and file.

The Ideal G ift

A Treasury of the
WORLD’S GREAT LETTERS
fro m  ancient days to  our own tim e, con ta in ing  one of 

T ro ts k y ’s le tte rs  and Len in ’s Testam ent.

Selected and Edited by
M. LINCO LN SCHUSTER §3.75

MODERN BOOKSHOP
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Raise and Vacations Won in Joint Strike

Q U E S T IO N  I :  A re  you in favo r o f the present Burhe-W.ads- 
w o rth  C onscrip tion A ct?

Q U E S T IO N  I I :  W ould you p re fe r m il ita ry  tra in in g  under tftu lft 
union con tro l?

Q U E S T IO N  I I I :  Should soldiers have the r ig h t o f collective ba r
g a in ing  fo r  be tte r conditions th rough  th e ir 
elected representatives?

Yes No U n
decided

A. T o ta l g roup polled (363)
Question 1 75.4% 13.7% 10.7%
Question IT 34.7% 43.2% 22 % 
Question IU  78.2% 12.2% 09.3%

B. A ll trade union members 
(101)

Question I 88.1% 03.9% 06.9% 
Question I I  39.6% 45.5% 14.8% 
Question I I I  65.3% 17.8% 06.9%

G. C IO  union members (61)
Question I  88.5% 04.8% 06.5% 
Question I I  37.7% 47.5% 14.7% 
Question i l i  68.8% 22.9% 08 %

D. A F L  union members (34)
Question I  88.2% 02.9% 08.8%

Question TI 38.2% 30 % T 1.7% 
Question I I I  88.2% 08.8% 02.9%
E. A ll women polled (141)
Question I GO.9% 20.5% 18.3%
Question I I  39 % 29 % 31.9%
Question I I I  85.1% 04.9% 09.9%
F. Males o f d ra ft  age (91)
Question 1 91.2% 05.4% 03.2%
Question I I  32.9% 52.7% 14.2%
Question I I I  72.5% 1-9.7% 07.0%
G. Negroes (111)
Question I  70.2% 18 % 11.7%
Question I I  42.3% 36 % 20.7%
Question I I I  83.7% 09 %  07.2%
H. Unemployed (38)
Question I  73.6% 23,6% 02.6%
Question I I  39.3% 4,7.3% 13.1 %
Question I I I  83.9% 10.5% 05.2%
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Negro S truggle
i*. ' -—«*B y A L B E R T  P A R K E R

The Hampton Institute 
Conference

Roosevelt blessed the Ham pton In s titu te  Con
ference on the P a rtic ipa tion  o f the Negro in  
N ational Defense, because lie knew who was con
ducting  i t  and knew that they were not in te r
ested in  embarassing his schemes fo r tlie  war and 
its  preparations.

I 11 spite of tha t, such is tlie  logic of the 
position of the Negro in  Am erican life  that the 
reso lu tion on m ilita ry  and naval policy adopted 
by t l i is  group of Negro petty bourgeoisie, teachers, 
doctors, lawyers and so on uho on Die whole sup
port the war, is a slap in  the face to Roosevelt!

T ile  reso lution aaks that Negroes be perm itted- 
to serve in a ll 'branches o f the arm ed forces w ith  
Out re s tr ic tio n ; th a t the exclusion policies b a rring  
Negroes from  the m arine corps and the arm y 
nurse corps be abolished; that the W ar Depart
m ent be asked to pu t in to  e ffe c t the law  passed 
some tim e ago by Congress, p rov id ing  fo r tra in 
in g  of Negro av ia tion  p ilo ts ; that add itiona l Negro 
officers be tra in ed ; that Roosevelt and local con
gressmen be asked to appoint Negroes to the 
ngval academy at Annapolis, and tha t they be 
given equal op po rtun ity  i f  they get there  (there 
are none there now ); th a t Negroes be employed 
in  a ll branches of the selective service system; 
th a t Negro soldiers and officers in  the arm y be 
in  propo rtion  to the Negroes in the to ta l popula
tion , etc.

The reso lu tion is weak. I t  fa ils  to demand an 
end to the “ separate reg im en t" po licy o f the A rm y. 
I,t fa ils  to aslc th a t colored officers be perm itted 
to  serve in  a ll regiments, and seems satisfied i f  
“ colored officers and professionals be assigned to 
the fou r colored regu lar a rm y regim ents.”  Above 
a ll, i t  fa ils  to indicate how equal r igh ts  are to 
be won by the Negro masses, i t  doesn’t say w hat 
is  to he done when Roosevelt and Congress and 
the W a r D epartm ent are asked fo r  these th ings  
and won't give them.

I t  w i l l  not surprise our readers to learn tha t 
the conference did no t even consider the position 
supported by the Socialist W orkers P a rty : tha t 
the on ly way to end J im  Crowism in the armed 
forces is through a well-organized strugg le fo r 
trade union con tro l o f m il ita ry  tra in in g . A fte r 
a ll, there wasn’t a single trade un ion is t present, 
or even a w orker, so fa r as one could learn from  
the conference pu b lic ity .

Schuyler's W riting 
And His Action

Before the Ham pton In s titu te  Conference was 
held, many o f t(je Uncle Tom "leaders”  were ta lk 
in g  tilin g s  up. p o in ting  to i t  as the way out, as 
the in s tru m en t of strugg le against J im  Crowism 
in  the armed forces. The only person who gave 
a  correct ind ica tion  o f what was going to happen 
was George S. Schuyler, in  his column in  thè 
'P ittsburgh  Courier o f November 30( >se'nt"{q press 
before the conference was over. W hat he said 
deserves to be quoted and remembered:

“ I t  is very ra re ly  tha t anyth ing  new or un
usual is uttered in  any of these addresses, or 
an y th in g  re a lly  he lp fu l added to the cause or 
causes fo r w h ich the conference is ostensib ly held. 
A f te r  the ordeal o f speech-m aking comes the 
round table discussions, where various egos battle 
fo r  u tterance. O ut o f a ll th is  ton s il and ear
to r tu r in g  usually comes a set of reso lu tions so 
general and so p la titud inous as to make trag ica lly  
w aste fu l the spending o f so much carfare , unless 
the real purpose is to enrich  the ra ilroads and 
gasoline companies.

“ Of the 200 ‘au tho ritie s ’ assembled at Hamp
ton, i t  is  probable th a t few had an y th in g  w o rth 
w h ile  to o ffe r ‘ to solve the question of the Negro’s 
place in  the curren t N a tiona l Defense scheme’ or 
an y th in g  else. I have sat through several such 
conferences and always le ft w ith  a fee ling of de
jection .

“ To solve the problems of the Negro in  A m er
ica galls fo r a social revo lu tion , and social revo l
utions m ust be preceded by revo lu tiona ry  th in k 
in g  and be led by revo lu tiona ry  leaders. Solving 
the Negroes’ problems ( if ,  forsooth, they  C A N  be 
solved) is going to be a long, hard and messy 
job. And the k ind  of soft-handed, well-groomed, 
cu ltu red, incom e-tax-paying, pillars-of-soeiety who 
foregather at these conferences, a fte r a n igh t in  
a Pullm an d raw ing  room or a dash by a irp lane, 
shudder a t the thought of an y th in g  revo lu tionary. 
They are m ostly house-broken by government 
berths or sinecures, in s titu tio n s  owned o r con
tro lle d  by the very people who keep race p re ju 
dice a l iv e . . .

“ There lias been vèry l i t t le  consistent, per
s is ten t and in te llig e n t action (to  solve the N egro ’s 
problem s) because, to te ll the sim ple tru th , we 
have had no real dem ocra tica lly organized, na
tionw ide and ably leef organization contro lled from  
below and responsive to the needs and demands 
of the masses of colored people everywhere

“ I f  there were such an organization i t  could 
go in to  action on any and a ll problems faced by 
Negroes in  our Am erican barbarism . And because 
i t  financed and backed its  elected delegates and 
agents, they would be free, yes, compelled to rep
resent on ly the Negro masses, and no t be con
cerned about w hat anybody else thought.

“ I f  we had had such an organization, i t  would 
have been w o rk ing  on the arm y and navy dis
c r im in a tio n  problem through the years, educating 
the masses o f Negroes by consistent apd persistent 
propaganda and action. I t  would l\ave worked 
out some technique of figh ting  other than sending 
le tte rs  and le legrapis of protest . . .  By th is  tim e 
i t  would have been so powerfu l th a t a natiopa: 
copference would have aroused fa r more than the 
in du lge n t sm irk  w h ich  doubtless g re e ted  thip 
H am pton ta lk fe s t ....

And yet, tw o  days a fte r  th is  excellent a rtic le  
had appeared op the news-s.tands, Schuyler was 
down in W ashington p a rtic ip a tin g  in  another 
conference on “ na tiona l defense’ , attended, fo r  
the most p a rt by people who had attended the 
Ham pton conference!

(N e x t week; The Courie r Conference)

Stalin Extends His Compulsory Labor Laws
Technicians, Stakhanovists No Longer Free To Choose Their Place O f Employment

By JO H N  G. W R IG H T
Sunday, October 20. w i l l  be remembered as B lack 

Sunday by the en tire  Soviet technical and ad m in is tra 
tive  personnel, and by a il the sk illed  workers. Some
th in g  had been b rew ing  fo r  weeks. E very  engineer, 
w h ite -co lla r specia list, S takhanovist, every p e tty  un- 
d e rlip g  could te ll th is  ju s t  by s n iff in g  the a ir, o r by 
adding up m en ta lly  the num ber purged in the la s t 24 
hours. T h a t Sunday, when they read the Pravda, they 
learned the news.

The June 2(5 laws had been extended to app ly  to 
them,' They, too, lik e  the o rd in a ry  w orkers, were 
henceforth to be shackled to  th e ir  jefos in  the en ter
prises and in s titu tio n s  wh ich S ta lin  has converted in 
to1 v ir tu a l pen iten tia ries . I f  the common w orkers were 
life -te rm  prisoners, then they had become perm anent 
supervisors, task-m astprs, tu rnkeys, guards,— tru s t 
ies!— n o t on ly  de facto , b u t de jq re .

T h a t could be perhaps endured, except by those in  
the provinces. B u t th a t was n o t a ll. T|hey could no 
longer choose th e ir  place o f em ploym ent, th a t would 
be decided fo r  them, and was, in fac t, a lready in d ica t
ed in, advance fo r  m any— the provinces, the Kuznetsk 
Rasin, the U ra ls , S iberia and a ll po in ts East. S t il l 
m ore; d ire c tly  involved were those who had a t long 
lgs t succeeded, by hook or crook, to locate themselves 
in Moscow, Len ingrad, and cipher cap ita l c ities o f the 
Soviet U n ion, i.e., those w ith  cushiest jobs, in best 
lodgings, w ith , best schools, best supply o f food, o f 
amusements, clubs, and a l l o the r good th in gs  in  life .

The Sunday ed ition carried  on ly  the te x t o f the 
ukase; the ed ito ria l was devoted to the m arve ls  o f 
T a d jik -B u rya t-M o n g o l and o the r na tive  a rts . Com
m ent was reserved fo r  Monday. S ta lin  loves such 
week-end details.

TEXT OF THIS GRIM UKASE
O r i t  m ay be th a t com m ent was re a lly  superfluous. 

T:he ukase speaks fo r  its e lf, c u r t ly  and to  the po in t. 
T,he pream ble reads:

“ The task o f assuring com petent cadres in new 
factories, plants, shafts, mines, construction  pro jects, 
transport, as wei) as in  the enterprises s h ift in g  over 
to new fo rm s o f p roduction*— demands a correct a l
location o f engineers, technicians, m aster-w orkm en 
(fo rem en), employees, and sk illed  w orkers  among the 
d if fe re n t en terprises; and necessitates the tra n s fe r 
o f w orkers from  industries a lready disposing o f com
petent cadres in to  o ther industries  which aye in need 
of them .”

A r t ic le  1 o f the ukase lis ts  those a ffected :
“ Engineers, constructors, technicians, m aster- 

w.orkers (fo rem en), dra ftsm en, bookkeepers, econom
ists, accountants, employees in the finance and plan 
departm ents, as w e ll as sk illed  w orkers above and. in<- 
e lud ing the s ix th  category.”  Categories above and in 
c lud ing the s ix th  include the Stakhanov,ists. A ll said 
persons are subject to com pulsory tra n s fe r “ from  
one enterprise or in s titu t io n  to another independently 
o f the te r r ito r ia l location o f said enterprises and in 
s titu tio n s .”

A r t ic le  5 fixes the pena lty :
•— “ AH -persons g u ilty  o f fa il in g  to  com ply w ith  
orders . . .  are considered as having le f t  th e ir  en
te rp rise  or in s titu tio n  a rb it ra r ily  and are re m it
ted to the courts on the charge o f v io la tin g  
A rt ic le  5 o f the June 26 ukase o f the P resid ium  of 
the Supreme CounciJ, o f the USSR,”  The pena lty 
is t(he GPU dungeon.
To dispel any illus ions among those w o rk in g  on 

sho rt-te rm  contracts— which applies especially to the 
provinces— A rt ic le  6 abrogates “ as o f October 20,

♦This guarded fo rm u la  re fe rs  to the conversion of 
m any p lan ts in to  arm am ent and m un itions  factories, 
not foreseen by the T h ird  F ive  Y ear P lan bu t made 
necessary by the F inn ish  experience and the g ro w in g  
w,ar danger.

1940 a ll sho rt-te rm  labo r agreem ents”  and empowers 
the a u tho ritie s  to  “ re ta in  the above-specified engin
eers, employees and sk illed  w orkers in  those en te r
prises and in s titu tio n s  in which they are now w o rk in g  
on a con tract basis,”  (P ravda, October 20).

“ As o f October 20” ! W ith  Sunday as the deadline, 
even the m ost ag ile  and n im b le -w itted  could not pos
s ib ly  got- in under the w ire. The K re m lin  knows its  
rascals.

PRAVDA EXPLAINS W HY
P rayda’s belated M onday ed ito ria l clears up the 

l i t t le  deta ils and bears the modest, i f  wearisome, t i t le :  
“ A  M E A S U R E  OF G R E A T  S T A T E  IM P O R T A N C E .”

A tte m p tin g  to  prov ide a ra tio n a l exp lanation fo r  
th is  b low  aga inst its  labor aris tocracy, nu rtu red  so 
long and so ca re fu lly , P ravda b lu rts  out:

“ If! many new constructions, especially those fa r  
removed, f.r.om the reg ional centers, a section o f the 
specialists, employees and sk illed  w orkers enter in to  
sho rt-te rm  labor agreements. A fi engineer o r a w o rk 
er a r r iv in g  a t a fac to ry  on a 1-2 year con tract feels 
not in fre qu en tly  tha t he is on ly a tem porary  guest. 
In  the Kuzbas mines such engineers and technicians 
were some tim e ago spoken o f as people w ith  a 's u it
case on th e ir  m inds.’ The m iners would say contem pt
uous ly : T h is  fe llo w  is s it t in g  on his s u i tc a s e . . . ’, in  
re fe rr in g  to  those who showed very l i t t le  concern fo r  
the fa te  o f the enterprise, as they bided the day o f 
th e ir  qu ick departure. But the no rm a l fun c tion ing  o f a 
modern p lan t or m ine requires a stable and competent 
cadre, and no t p rim a donnas. I t  is necessary to have 
stable cadres who constantly  perfect th e ir  knowledge,, 
who become fa m ilia r  w ith  the en terprise in  which 
they w.ork.”
. . . .P ra v d a  thus corroborates the fa c t th a t the rea l 
brake on p ro d u c tiv ity  o f labo r is not the inadequacy 
o r backwardness o f the mass o f the Russian w orkers 
bu t the character o f the techn ica l-adm in is tra tive  
s ta ffs . P rim a donnas, cheats, chiselers, and careerists 
bred by the fa ta l reg im e its e lf  are to be transfo rm ed 
in to  devoted and com petent cadres by the m agic of 
shackles and the w h ip— i f  on ly  the Ukase is “ fu lf il le d  
honestly and to the le tte r,”  promises Pravda.

WHY STALIN USES COMPULSION
U p to new, exp la ins the ed ito ria l, ve ry  l i t t le  suc

cess has been a tta ined in “ tra n s fe rr in g  engineers, em
ployees and sk illed  w orkers in adequate numbers from  
one en terprise to  another. A  section o f the w orkers 
has shown no concern fo r  the in terests o f the state 
and has refused to  trans fe r. A  num ber o f employees 
and specialists, from  among the reduced cen tra l ap
paratuses in Moscow, have, tided to  se ttle  down in the 
same old place instead o f leaving fo r  the pe riphery  
where they could benefit the coun try  g re a tly .”  (P ra v 
da, October 21).

The seem ingly casual phrase underscored by us in  
the above passage discloses th a t the October 39 ukase 
is on ly the consummation o f a whole series o f steps 
a lready taken by the K re m lin  in  its  cam paign to 
m ake-over and d isc ip line  the low er ranks a fte r  the 
d ism al fa ilu re  o f Stakhanovism . A  s ilen t purge had 
taken place in the cen tra l apparatuses. B u t the “ re 
duction”  fa iled  to produce the desired resu lts , and has 
been supplemented by state-police action. I t  w i l l  fa i l  
as d ism ally .

P ravda cau tiously  computes th a t the concentration 
o f “ com petent cadres”  in  the “ pe riphe ry ”  i.e., the 
provinces— is about one-quarter o f the concentration 
in Moscow, Leningrad, and o ther cap ita l cities. The 
inference is obvious. W h ile  the apparatus swells to  
m onstrous proportions in places where li fe  is “ easiest 
and m erries t,”  the o u tly in g  regions s u ffe r more and 
more fro m  an acute shortage o f necessities and o f 
men, fo r  example, the  vast in d u s try  o f the Kuznetsk 
Basin. “ The same s itua tion  exists in  a num ber o f

o ther enterprises, especially in S iberia, in  the E ast.”  
The stress placed by the K re m lin  on the F a r E ast is 
unquestionably connected w ith  feve rish  w a r p repa ra
tions.

“ A t the same tim e.”  P R A V D A  continues w ith  its  
m urderous se lf- ind ic l ment, “ there is a surp lus o f en
gineers and technical w orkers in many old enterprises 
especially in the in d u s tr ia l centers andi in  the cities, 
above a ll places like  Moscow and Leningrad- The 
tra n s itio n  to the 8-hour day and 7-day week has lik e 
wise freed a section o f the sk illed  workers. The whole 
task is  tq tra n s fe r them in  an O R G A N IZ E P  W A Y  to 
these enterprises which need competent cadres.”  (E m 
phasis in the o r ig in a l.)

“ ENORMOUS”  NUMBERS AFFECTED
W hile  the exact num ber o f those sla ted fo r  trans 

fe r  fro m  the centers to the provinces cannot be com
puted, i t  obviously runs in to  hundreds o f thousands. 
A p p ro x im a te ly  one-half o f those now in  the “ old. en
te rp rises”  m ust be sh ifted  to  co rrect the o ffic ia lly  
acknowledged d isproportion .

Unable to  blame the reg im e its e lf  fo r  th is  ca tast
rophic condition, Pravda, nonetheless, brazen ly 
enough, fixes the blame in  p a rt on the June 26th 
laws:

“ P r io r  to the June 26 Ukase . . .  when the re  used to 
exist an ENO RM O US T U R N O V E R  OF LA B O R  IN  
IN D U S T R Y , the new enterprises would obtain a p a rt 
o f th e ir  labor force spontaneously. M ost o ften  these 
were not stable cadres because many workers and em 
ployes moved on to o ther enterprises. Nonetheless a 
certa in  section o f the w orkers did settle  down. Today 
when a decisive s tru g g le  is being waged aga ins t labor 
m ig ra tion , today when the se lf-w illed  departure of 
w orkers and employees from  enterprises apd, in s t itu 
tions has been prohib ited , i t  is im possib le to  count 
upon adequately f il l in g  the s ta f f  o f the new en te r
prises on the basis o f a spontaneous f lo w  . . .  T h is  
means th a t the new enterprises and those ass im ila t
in g  new types o f production m ust have an O R G A N 
IZ E D  flow  o f qualified workers.”

W ha t a p ic tu re  o f chaotic conditions in in du s try !
The K re m lin  foresees no th ing, no t ey,en the con

sequences o f its  own laws. In  addition, Pravda gives 
its e lf  the lie  d irect. F o r weeks i t  has been swearing 
th a t the June, laws were aimed a t a ve ry  sm all sec
tion  o f t lie  w o rk ing  class, not more than 3-4 per cent. 
N ow  comes an o ffic ia l declaration th a t the “ decisive 
s tru g g le ”  is being directed aga inst an “ enor.mous”  
section, sk illed  as unskilled , bpokkqcpers as w e ll 
as engineers and technicians, a ll o f whom pa rtic ipa ted 
in  an “ enormous tu rno ve r o f labo r in  in d u s try .”  The 
“ S takhanovist”  in  the K re m lin  produces decrees at 
such record, b reaking speed th a t i t  is im possiple no t 
on ly to prepare fo r  them  p o lit ic a lly , bu t even to re 
concile today ’s exp lanations w ith  those o f yesterday, 
to  say no th ing  o f tom orrow .

The bureaucratic sum m its are becoming more and 
m ore isolated no t on ly  fro m  the mass o f the popular 
tion  but fro m  the low er ranks o f the bureaucracy as 
well.

BATTLE FOR PRIVILEGES
W ith in  the low er ranks a m u ffle d  nationw ide b a t

tle  is ’ low  ra g in g : Those in  the provinces are p itted  
aga inst those in  the centers, engineer is p itte d  aga inst 
engineer, S takhanovist aga inst S takhanovist, one 
w h ite -co lla r fu n c tio n a ry  aga inst another, and so on 
down the bureaucratic  ladder. The methods and 
weapons u tilized  in such a s tru g g le  transcend des
c rip tion . The arena o f com bat extends in to  the v.anks 
o f the p a rty , fo r  a g re a t num ber o f the com batants 
whose v ita l in te rests are affected by the ukase are 
p a r ty  members, together w ith  th e ir  w iyes and re la 
tives, and hold various p a r ty  posts. Those able to 
exe rt special p u ll w i l l  rem ain w ith  the fleshpots in

tyie center. The vanquished w ill e ithe r go to  ja i l ,  o r 
t<o the Kuzbas, the U ra ls , S iberia, and a ll po in ts East, 
a ll expenses paid.

I t  is too e a rly  to p re d ic t the course th a t the con
f l ic t  Ibetween these discontented low er layers and the 
capricious irrem ovab le tops w il l  take. Sections clos
est to the w orkers m ay qu ick ly  fee l the im puls ion  to 
d raw  nearer tq the mass. B u t between the mass and' 
the m ain tie rs  o f the  technica l and a d m in is tra tio n a l 
machine there s t i l l  rem ains an enormous g u lf.  N ever
theless one fa c t is a lready ind ispu tab le : The in te rne 
cine s tr ife  m ust sha tte r beyond re p a ir  an im p o rta n t 
section o-f the repressive apparatus.

BACKED BY NEW FRAMEUP TRIALS
W ith in  fo u r days o f the pub lica tion  o f the October 

19 ukase, S ta liq , in  o rder tq keep the  c o n flic t fro m  
reaching dangerous proportions, and to curb the dis
content, has been- fenced tq  a p p l /  his sharpest m eth
ods: fram e-up  tr ia ls . And w ith  them  has been rev ived 
tlie  th re a t o f another blood-bath.

On October 24, the Soviet press began fe a tu r in g  
day by (jay the t r ia l  o f three defendants in the M osh. 
cow C ity  C ourt. A1J three defendants are technicians. 
T h is  establishes the audience fo r  whose p a rtic u la r 
benefit the fram e-Up is staged. The G PU gets e x p lic it 
orders on such item s. A . D. M ityasov, the f irs t  de
fendant, is  described as “ fo rm e r head o f the C en tra l 
D ire c tin g  Bureau o f fe rrou s  m e ta llu rg y  o f the South 
and t lie  C enter” ; T. P; Pervushina, a woman, is “ an 
engineer-geolog ist” ; and the  th ird  defendant, A . I .  
K arpush in— “ an engineer employod by t lie  Len ingrad  
In s titu te  Mekhanpbw,-”  A ll- three are charged w ith  
being members o f a “ w rack ing  crew  o f slanderers 
who no t on ly  traduced honest Com m unists bu t took 
under th e ir  p ro tection  acknowledged enemies o f the 
people.”  A l l  three o f course confessed. (P ravda, Oc
tober 24, 25, 26).

The technique o f the incum bent head o f the  GPU, 
Berya, is as p r im it iv e  as th a t o f his predecessors. The 
fra u d  is se lf-apparent. The c r im in a l a c t iv ity  o f the 
defendants is dated back to  1935, th a t is, one fu ll: yea r 
P rio r to the s ta g in g  o f the Z inoviev-Kam enev T r ia l o f 
A ugust, 1936. The defendants are charged w ith  hav
in g  slandered l i te ra lly  hundreds in  the period o f 1935-, 
40. Am ong th e ir  ve ry  f ir s t  v ic tim s  were “ 37 students 
o f  the Leningrad: M in in g  In s t itu te  w.ho wer.e accused 
o f T rotsky.itq  a c t jv ity ,”  A nd yet, in  the same breath, 
we are to ld  th a t: “ T h e ir reports  wer.e c a re fu lly  
checked and each tim e (in  five yea rs !— JG W ) the 
slanderous character o f these reports  was revealed. 
A nd  as a log ica l consum m ation o f th e ir  s lander- 
a c tiv ity , there they  s it  in  the p risoner’s d o c k . . . ”  
(P ravda. Oct. 24). T h a t is, the defendants “ slandered”  
and were exposed as slanderers no t o n ly  under Y a - 
goda (who was shot) and Yezhov (who was pu rged), 
bu t also under Berya, but they  were no t b ro ug h t to  
tr ia l,—u n til October, 1940! Such is P rayda ’s logic.

A NEW WITCH-HUNT BEGINS
The purpose o f th is  fram e-up  re a lly  lies in  the 

“ confession”  o f the defendants th a t they shielded 
“ enemies o f the people in  p a rtic u la r, a w o m an " 
T ro ts k y ite , D., who wak" exposed by the Len ingrad 
p a rty  organ iza tion .

“  ‘How are we to  exp la in  the fa c t th a t you took 
upon you rse lf the defense o f D. ?’ the defendant is 
asked by Prosecutor Khabarov.

“  ‘ I t  was m y m istake ’ , s o f t ly  answered P ervushi
na.”  (P ravda, October 26, ou r emphasis.)

The h u n t is on again fo r  the “ enemies o f the 
people.”  In  the Len ingrad  o rgan iza tion  o f the p a rty , 
the GPU uncovers a “ woman T ro ts k y ite . D ” . The 
P rosecutor dares no t m ention her f u l l  name. M ore 
s ig n ifica n t is the fe e t th a t the te rm  “ T ro ts k y ite ”  has 
reappeared in  the  columns of. S ta lin ’s press tw o 
m onths a f te r  he had T ro ts k y  murdered.

Camacho vs. Almazan: Tempest in Teacup
Stalinists Deliberately Deceived the Masses in  Supporting  Camacho

By G. M U N IS
MEXICO, D. F .-D u r in g  the elec

tion  campaign the Stalin-Toledano 
heralds proclaim ed at the top of 
th e ir  lungs the revo lu tiona ry  
character o f Camacho as opposed 
to the reactionary A lm azan. The. 
whole w e igh t o f propaganda, d is
c ip line  and coercion w,hiqh the 
CTM (Confederation o f Mexican, 
W orkers) bureaucracy could dis
pose of was pu t a t the service of 
the “ candidate of the revo lu tion .”

The T ro tsky is ts , too weak to 
nom inate a candidate o f th e ir 
own, declined, nevertheless, to en
dorse e ither o f the candidates. 
Basically., both candidates had, a 
bourgeois character and the two 
also lacked a program , even a m in i
mum one, which could, guarantee 
the conquests of the workers and 
peasants.

The Com m unist P arty  there
upon accused the TrotskyRes as 
“ A lm azanists.”  I t  is known hqw 
the S ta lin is ts  p ictured T ro tsky  as 
on a lly  and co llabora tor o f A lm a
zan. The “ confession”  of the as
sassin o f T ro tsky, Jacson, in s i
nuated som ething in  the same 
sense. S ta lin ism  cannot support, 
even in  the s lightest, the existence 
,of a revo lu tiona ry  po licy; S ta l
in ism  carries on a calum nious 
campaign, a ttem pting  to id en tify  
revo lu tion  w ith  reaction.

Nevertheless, Camacho’s t r i 
umph has sufficed to give com
plete ju s tifica tio n  to the analysis 
made hy the T ro tsky is ts . Bare ly 
certa in  that he would occupy the 
presidentia l cha ir, Gamaqho sum: 
moned the newspapermen and 
made a few rem arks which gave 
rise to great joy  in  the national 
and fo re ign  press. In  essence

they can be summarized thus: 
Fatherland, re lig ion , order, and 
property. And in order to give 
po in t to his rem arks, he started 
to go pub lic ly  to mass, no doubt 
to praise God and the souls o f 
the S ta lin is ts  and Toledanists who 
brought h im  v ic to ry .

The reactionary nature of the 
new policy announced by the “ can
didate of the people”  is so m ark
ed th a t the president of the Al- 
mazanist p a rty  hastened to p ro
c la im  his own and his p a rty ’s sup
port o f Camacho. Tw enty-four 
hours la te r he rectified his some
what s tunn ing  words, but th is  cor
rection as w e ll as the previous 
grand iloquent threats of Almazan 
does not mean that po litica l d if 
ferences ex is t; i t  is a le tte r of 
exchange fo r greater p o litica l con
cessions and h igher pub lic  posts. 
A lm azanism  had died as unneces
sary.

The flag  of reaction has passed 
w ith o u t any tra n s itio n  or grave 
convulsions from  the hands of 
one to those o f the other. Some 
armed bands tha t rose against the 
governm ent acted w ith o u t coord
in a tio n  and have surrendered to 
the forces of the arm y. Almazan 
never solidarized him self w ith  
them. F in a lly , the a rr iv a l of A l
mazan in  the cap ita l excludes a ll 
poss ib ility  o f struggle and his dec
la ra tions  recognize Camacho as 
the leader of Alm azanism . T lie 
T ro tsky is ts  were com pletly r ig h t: 
between the two candidates no 
fundam ental differences existed.

Lomba,rdo Toleclano and the 
S ta lin is ts , by th e ir  unconditiona l 
support o f Camacho, have deceiv
ed the masses. The S ta lin is ts  and 
Toledanists cannot say they were

deceived. They “ neglected”  to 
give the w o rk ing  class a candidate 
of th e ir  own when tlie  least grasp 
of po litics  foresaw th a t Camacho 
hoped to accomplish a sw ing to 
the r ig h t. B u t 'th e  CTM bureauc
racy cannot adopt an independent 
po licy w it.hout ru n n in g  the ris k  
of unloosing a real revo lu tionary 
movement. The b lind ing  of the 
masses was necessary in  order to 
preserve the in terests of th is  bu r
eaucracy.

The collusion between, Camacho 
and the reactionary forces o f thq 
country is beyond doubt. W ith  
raucous glee, the conservative ca
bal prepares to use its  forces and 
ca rry  out d iffe re n t projects. Re
newal of the upper democratic 
h ierarchies of the government, 
d is tr ib u tio n  of m in is tr ies  and sub
secretariats, new selection of 
tlie  d ip lom atic  corps, protec
tion  of cap ita l, free hand for 
im peria lism , res tr ic tio n  i f  not 
suppression of the r ig h t  to 
s trike , and in  Draconian measures 
against the most elem entary needs 
o f the w o rk in g  class.

W ill A v ila  Camacho succeed in  
accom plishing his reactionary aims 
w ith  the aid o f the same bureauc
ra tic  sate llites who surrounded 
Cardenas, tha t is to say, the Party 
of the Mexican Revolution and the 
Confederation of Mexican W ork 
ers dom inated by Lombardo Tole
dano and tlie  S ta lin is ts? The 
stra ta  of tho PRM who hold the 
im portan t state posts w i l l  no t op
pose Camaclio’s desires. F rom  the 
moment Camacho expressed con
t r i t io n  bofore the a lta r  fo r  his 
abominable revo lu tiona ry  d e lir  
ium, many of those who yesterday 
were frigh tened  by th e ir  own "ad-

vanqed”  ideas, have discovered in 
the bottom o f th e ir  hearts a h id 
den re lig ious fa ith . Catholicism  
conquers new and unsuspecting 
proselytes.

The heterogeneous class compo
s itio n  and the lack of ideology of 
the so-called P arty  of the Mexican 
Revolution converts i|t In to  a doc
ile  in s tru m en t in  the hands of 
any frac tion  of the Mexican bour- 
geosie. A few changes to more 
tru s tw o rth y  men w il l  suffice to 
accomplish the course to the r ig h t 
w ith ou t any fundam ental changes. 
However, i t  is probable tha t Car 
maqho w i l l  dissolve the PRM and 
form  another pa rty  w h ich the Al- 
mazanists would be inv ited  to 
jo in . Thus reaction would feel 
more satisfied and the A lm azan
ists would have greater access to, 
governm ental posts. In  e ither 
case, the social base of the PRM 
w ill adapt itse lf completely to the 
in terests ol' the reactionary bour- 
geo&ie.

F o r th e ir  part, ne ither the lead
ers o f the CTM nor the S ta lin is ts  
have dared to raise a single ob
jection to Camacho’s rem arks. As 
fa r as the fu tu re  is concerned, 
they on ly hope to re ta in  th e ir 
posts. They even o ffe r th e ir  serv
ices to the president-elect to a l
low them to subdue workers who 
m igh t have the courage to pro
test. The Mexican press has 
spoken of subs titu ting  in place of 
Toledano in the leadership of the 
CTM, F idel Velazquez, a second
ary figure who won’t m ind dis
placing his boss. As a whole, the 
co rru p t bureaucracy of the CTM 
w ill be perfectly submissive. But 
the p ro le ta ria t grouped in  th is  
trade un ion center w i l l  learn w ith

t l i is  experience the reactionary 
character of th e ir  leaders, and tliq  
po licy of Camacho w i l l  awaken, 
sooner or la ter, a new trade union 
movement, more independent, de
m ocratic and healthy.

T lie  Com m unist P a rty  appears 
ready to purchase tolerance a t the 
price ol’ silence. T h e ir press and 
pamphlets, fo rm e rly  sold on a l
m ost every newstand in  the capi
ta], have already alm ost complete
ly  disappeared. The p r in t in g  
press w h ich ran them o ff has been 
sold. The rare copies wh ich one 
comes across qajl upon “ believers, 
and non-believers”  to support tlie  
“ progressive po licy”  of the gov
ernm ent. One gets the im pres
sion tha t the G. P. w i l l  renouncq 
a ll and devote its e lf to activity., 
more apparent than real, w,Rh the 
purpose of conserving lega lity . 
The le g a lity  (he C. P. wants is 
a re la tive  le ga lity  and freedom 
of action fo r GPU agents who. 
pu llu la te  lik e  ants in  Mexico. Polr 
it ic a lly  S ta lin  doesn't expect any
th in g  from  the C. P. of Mexico, 
B ut as a GPU base of operations 
It is absolutely indispensable for. 
him . To pe rm it this, the C. P. 
w ill inven t any “ progressive”  pre
texts which w ill a llow  i t  to exist 
and support Camacho.

Thus the strugg le between A v ila  
Camacho and Almazan which 
started w ith  harangues in ir re 
concilable opposition to each 
other, and which gave the fa in t
hearted ch ills  of c iv il-w a r. resolv
ed its e lf m iserably lik e  a storm  
in a teacup, and o f course, at the 
expense of the workers and peas
ants.

Novem ber 28, 1940

British Werbers 
Carry W ar Load

The B r it is h  ru lin g  clasp finds i t  hard to under
stand. why I t  should spend money on p rov id ing  
adequate a ir-ra id  shelters (o r the teem ing masses, 
of Lqndqn. One group qf advisers to the ru lin g  
class, .the “ soc ia lis t”  pa trio ts  who form  the " le ft, 
w ing ”  o f the B r it is h  Labor P arty , undertook i f f  
a recent issue (October 1) of th e ir  weekly, The 
Tribune, to exp la in to th e ir betters why th is  task 
was so u rgen tly  necessary. Some revealing details 
tu rn  up:

“ We had been to ld  th a t the defenses o f London 
were completed, and suffic ien t arrangem ents had 
been made fo r the she lte ring  o f the homeless or 
undefended. I t  was a lie ; and the v ic tim s  are 
angry. Now, the Labour members are, i f  they 
are anyth ing, the protectors o f the workers. Do 
they re fle c t t il ls  anger? I f  you know w hat th a t 
anger is, you. w i l l  answer, ND a t once.”

“  • . • The outcome o f the w ar may w e ll depend 
on the speed and efficiency w ith  w h ich  he (Spe

c ia l Commissioner W ill in k )  is able to tackle the 
problem . Unless this, is done successfully the 
s p ir it  of Londoners may ipoye through su llen re
sentm ent to an open refusal to accept, the sacri
fices necessary fo r v ip to ry .”

“ The desires o f the people are very reasonable. 
They are tlie  provis ion o f shelter accommodation, 
qf a (yj)e g iv in g  m ore protection than the surface 
shelter, th a t w i l l  a llow  them to lie  down and 
sleep a t n ig h t in  an atmosphere th a t is not dan
ge rously  unhea lthy, and is n o t ra n k  \y ith  the 
s tin k  o f human excreta.”

“ I  wonder i f  M r. C h u rch ill is aware tha t, in  
spite o f a jl the ta lk , (here is no scheme at a ll 
fo r tlie  removal o f old people or in va lids  from  
London? There is no evacuation scheme fo r  
mothers w ith  ch ild ren  o f school age who w ant 
to leave London, unless they live  in  a few spe
c ia lly  selected areas, o r can find th e ir  own b ille ts . 
Very few Lqndqn working-class women can do' 
th is , so they and th e ir  ch ild ren are forced to re
m a in  in  London and swell the n ig h tly  casua lty  
lis ts .”



FIGHT WITH THE 
SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY

ON THE WAR FRONT:
For:
1. M ilitary training of workers, financed by the gov

ernment, under control of the trade unions.
2. The establishment of special officers’ training 

camps, financed by the government and controlled 
by the trade unions, to train workers to become 
officers.

3. Confiscation of all war profits— all company books 
to be open for trade union inspection.

4. Expropriation of all war industries and their 
operation under workers’ control.

5. Trade union wages for all workers drafted into the 
army.

6. Full equality for Negroes in the armed forces— 
Down with Jim Crowism.

7. An end to secret diplomacy.
8. A peoples’ referendum on any and all wars.

AT HOME:
For:
1. A job and decent living for every worker.
2. Thirty-thirty— 530 weekly minimum wage— 30 

hour weekly maximum for all workers on all jobs.
3. $30 weekly old age and disability pension.
4. Full social, political and economic equality for the 

Negro people.
5. Workers Defense Guards against vigilante and 

fascist attacks.
6. A  twenty-billion dollar Federal public works and 

housing program to provide jobs for the unem
ployed.

7. Expropriate the Sixty Families.
8. An Independent Labor Party based on the Trade

Unions.
9. A Workers’ and Farmers’ Government.

W hy The Silence?
As the real news about the situation in the 

Soviet Union trickles through to the outside world, 
the silence in the bourgeois press becomes more 
and more obvious, lias Stalin's blackout been ex
tended to the Western Hemisphere? Why should 
the American bourgeoisie render this service to the 
Kremlin?

It is a mistake to think that the bourgeoisie is 
"uninterested” or has just happened to overlook 
the latest developments of such magnitude as: the 
transformation of Soviet factories into virtual 
penitentiaries to which the workers are sentencecd 
for life ; the extension of this imprisonment to their 
sons and daughters, along w ith the children of 
peasants; the inclusion of the administrative and 
technical staffs in the increasing regimentation; the 
purge of the Komsomols and the trade union bur
eaucracy and, most recently, the purge of tech
nicians, engineers, and dissident bureaucrats; the 
resumption of frame-up trials in connection with 
this purge; the increasing difficulties not only in 
industry but also in agriculture; the growing short
age of necessities, the rising prices and indirect 
wage cuts, etc., etc., No, this silence at this time 
can not be accidental.

Back-stage diplomatic maneuvers between 
Washington and Moscow have been going on for 
seme time now.

Almost simultaneously with the termination of 
the H itlcr-M olotov interview, the Kremlin-White 
Mouse negotiations took on a “ positive” aspect. 
Washington announced its approval of the charter 
o f tankers to carry oil and machine tools to V ladi
vostok. In return the Kremlin granted a consulate 
and a Far Fast “ observation post”  in Vladivostok 
to American imperialism.

Obviously inspired by the Kremlin, Red Army 
commanders begin rattling the sword in the Far 
Fast and the Moscow censors not only release the 
news but link up the Generals directly with the 
Communist party. Here is how this interesting 
item begins:

“ MOSCOW, Dec. 7 (A P )— From what is desig
nated as the 'Far Eastern Front’ a Communist 
party conference of the Red Army has sent to 
Joseph Stalin a promise that the Soviet troops w ill 
Tight any minute' and ‘defeat any enemy’. The 
pledge was expressed by General Markian Popoff, 
who commands the First Far Eastern Army, fo l
lowing a meeting of officers, commissars and troops 
who are members of the party. General Grigori M. 
Stern, Commander in Chief of the Far Eastern 
forces, spoke to the assemblage.”  f.V. >'. Times, 
Dec. S)

It is hardly likely that Stalin is trying to pro
voke the Japanese militarists before whom he has 
so long grovelled. In lact, ¡t is unlikely that he is 
addressing himself to them at all. Washington is 
doing all the threatening of Japan. Stalin's bluster 
does sweeten the atmosphere in which the tenta
tive negotiations w ith Washington arc proceeding.

Trotsky pointed out, before Stalin silenced his 
powerful voice, that the key to Stalin’s foreign 
policy in the period immediately ahead was in the 
hands of the White House. The Kremlin’s foreign 
policy may well be decided in Washington.

Meanwhile, the intangible exchange of ameni
ties continues. While America’s hard-boiled Sixty 
Families, with whom all final decisions rest, weigh 
the pros and cons, nothing is permitted to interfere 
with the back-stage probings as to just how far 
Stalin w ill really dare to venture out on the limb.

In the big bourgeois press the lid is on. And 
this is also reflected in a marked lack of interest 
in the Soviet developments in the so-called ladical 
press, and the sheets of the Mensheviks of all 
varieties.

When the bourgeoisie howled about “’poor, 
brave little  Finland,”  these Mensheviks barked 
in chorus. When the bourgeoisie decided among 
other things, not to fuss about poor “ little  Eslho- 
nia,”  poor “ little  Latvia,”  etc., etc., all the “ op
ponents of Stalin’s imperialism”  likewise dropped 
their tails with a just barely audible yelp. Like 
well trained poodles they react instantly not only 
to the master’s loud voice, but to a mere gesture 
of his littlest finger.

Roosevelt’s Latest
It would be easy to demonstrate that, like other 

recent moves he has made, Roosevelt’s plan to 
“ lend” Britain munitions is not "aid short of war” 
but constitutes actual participation in the war. It 
would be easy to show that, in this latest move to 
circumvent the Neutrality Act, Roosevelt has 
broken the solemn promises he made last year in 
order to secure passage of the “ cash and carry” 
provisions of the Neutrality Act.

Let us, however, concentrate attention on the 
significant fact that Roosevelt still does not dare 
propose outright abrogation of the Neutrality Act 
and of the Johnson Act (which prohibits loans to 
defaulting countries). Roosevelt still feels it neces
sary to violate these laws, with the aid of appro
priate mumbo-jumbo opinions from his Attorney 
General, rather than to call for new laws more in 
harmony with his war program. Why is this so?

It is so, we believe, because the masses of this 
country still don’t want war. They still hope to 
keep out of the war. They are skeptical of the aims 
for which perfidious Albion is warring. They are 
equally skeptical of the aims for which W all Street 
wants war. They accept Roosevelt’s policy in the 
half-hope that his avowed aim of aid-short-of-war 
w ill actually achieve that result.

Were Roosevelt, however, openly to move to 
clear the decks for all-out action, the deep-seated 
anti-war feelings of the masses would come to the 
fore again. A proposal by Roosevelt to abrogate 
the Neutrality and Johnson Acts would, it is cer
tain, galvanize great sections of the people in a 
resurgence of opposition to Roosevelt’s war pro
gram. Hence Roosevelt’s circumlocutions. But 
thereby he gives involuntary testimony to the 
depth of anti-war feeling still latent in this country.

That pervasive anti-war sentiment is signifi
cant, not because it decries the horrors of war. As 
a matter of fact, upon close analysis, it is clear 
that to call it “ anti-war sentiment”  is a misnomer. 
It is something much more important than that. 
The workers and farmers are not pacifists in any 
sense of the word. I f  the well-being of the people 
necessitated a war, the workers and farmers would 
have no compunctions in fighting one through to 
the end.

Their, “ anti-war”  feelings, therefore, flow from 
the first glimmerings of the realization that neither 
this war, nor any other fought under the leader
ship of the capitalist class, serves humanity. And 
in those (irst glimmerings is the beginning of all 
wisdom.

Sidney Hillman's Gnat
Like the proverbial scoundrel, Sidney Hillman 

has swallowed a camel but strains on a gnat, lie  
didn’t peep when his pals on the Defense Council 
awarded Bethelehem Steel a billion and two hun
dred millions of war orders. I le didn’t peep when 
Ford got an order for 120 millions for warplane 
engines. And so on, and so on. Now he raises his 
voice in protest against. . .  a measly two-million 
dollar order for war-trucks to Ford.

11 is protest is coyly made public, not by M ill- 
man, but by one of his flunkeys. It turns out that 
the protest isn’t in writing, but was lodged ver
bally. It is made painstakingly clear that the pro
test. such as it is, is made specifically against this 
one order to Ford, and doesn’t apply to the other 
war orders given to labor law violators or even 
to the other orders given to Ford.

But this incident has this much value. It shows 
that, in spite of all the press ballyhoo, in spite of 
all the threats being made by bosses and their 
political agents in Washington, the pressure of the 
workers is pressing down on Washington. I f  the 
thick rhinoceros hide of Hillman finds it necessary 
to respond with this perfunctory protest, that 
shows that the resentment of the workers, against 
the brazen anti-labor policy of the government in 
handing out war contracts, is beginning to be felt.

H illm an’s “ protest”  also serves to focus atten
tion on the key question: What shall the workers 
do if  the government persists in refusing to abide 
by the labor laws, and continues to hand out con
tracts to labor-law violators? H illm an’s “ protest” 
is so obviously impotent; truth to tell, the pro
tests of Philip Murray and John L. Lewis aren’t 
so very much more potent than H illm an’s. Pro
tests w ill turn out to be useless— unless they are 
backed up by definite preparations for strike 
struggles against Bethlehem Steel, Ford and the 
others.

H illm an’s "protest”  is a substitute for such 
strike action. What is needed is a supplement to 
protests. And that can only mean real, serious, 
honest-to-goodness preparations for m ilitant ac
tion.

Our Party’s Election 
Campaign In Minnesota

The Trotskyist Candidate for U. S. Senator Tells Why 
She Polled More Votes Than Browder and Thomas Together

By G RACE CARLSO N
A large number of le tte rs  have 

come in  to Minnesota, from  com
rades and friends th roughou t the 
country, in q u ir in g  about the secret 
of our success in  the recent elec
tion  campaign. (The Socialist 
W orker P arty , lis ted on the ballot 
as the "T ro ts k y is t A n ti-w a r Par
ty ,"  received 8,7fil votes—  more 
than the combined to ta ls of the 
Socia list and Com m unist Parties.)

T h is  secret is not hard to find. 
The Bolshevik character of the 
M innesota P arty determ ined the 
success o f the campaign. Trained 
and d isc ip lined ranks, led by 
workers w ith  years o f devotion 
and sacrifice fo r the revo lu tiona ry  
movement in  th e ir records, c a rr i
ed through the campaign in  an 
effic ient, organized manner.

There is no doubt tha t m y can
didacy at the tim e had “ news va
lue.”  In  Minnesota, where so 
many hundreds of Farm er-Labor- 
ites and libera ls  have been fired 
in  the past two years by the reac
tiona ry  Stassen machine, when a 
state employee v o lu n ta r ily  resigns 
from  a job, she makes news. There 
is som ething of the “ man bites 
dog" element in  such a story. The 
campaign fo r signatures opened 
less than two weeks a fte r my res
igna tion  from  the State Depart
ment o f Education, and we were 
thus able to "cash in ”  on the pub
lic ity  attendant upon the resigna
tion.

Hillmanites Now Control 
Jersey CIO State Body

W H O LE  P A R T Y  TOOK P A R T
The firs t big task, the gather

ing  of the signatures necessary to 
place our P arty  on the ba llo t, was 
done by Sunday m orn ing m obiliza
tions of SI. Paul and M inneapolis 
comrades fo r house-to-house can
vassing. A  big m a jo rity  of the 
T w in  C ity  membership took part 
in  the m ob ilizations; those unable 
to do so gathered signatures in 
other ways. W ith  less than a 
month allowed by Minnesota law 
fo r the w ork  of p lacing a m in o r
ity  pa rty  candidate on the ballot, 
we filed 2,600 signatures in  the 
Secretary of State’s office on Oc
tober 5— 600 more than the law 
required.

A ll of the comrades deserve cre
d it fo r th e ir  e ffo rts  in  th is  pa rt 
of the campaign. One of the o ld 
er comrades illu s tra te s  how seri
ously th is  w o rk  *was regarded. 
T h is  was a woman comrade who 
had recently gone through a seri
ous surg ica l operation. Because 
o f her f r a i l  health and age she 
would certa in ly  have been excused 
from  the w ork  o f house-to-house 
canvassing. She refused to be ex
cused. however, and brought over 
40 signatures in to headquarters. 
T h is  is the type of Bolshevik cour
age which, conquering pain and 
fear, carried the M arx is t program 
to M innesota workers. A comrade 
in the Carpenters Union gathered

RADIO BROADCASTS
The three fifteen-m inute radio 

speeches, given on consecutive 
Monday n ig jits , were publicized by 
paid advertisem ents in  the cap ita l
is t as w e ll as the labor and Negro 
press. Moreover 2,000 postcards 
were sent out, advertis ing  the 
speeches. In add ition , each piece 
o f campaign lite ra tu re  carried a 
stamped message g iv in g  the tim e 
and radio s ta tion  over w h ich the 
speeches (could be heard. We also 
obtainedisome free p u b lic ity  from  
the press in  the inclusion o f our 
candidate's name on the "cam 
paign c lbck" w h ich  lis ted the pol
it ic a l rad io  speeches of each day.

I  have the c lipp ing  from  the 
October 28 issue o f the St. Paul 
Dispatch  before me and see the 
fo llow ing  line-up o f po litica l 
speeches fo r tha t day:

9:00 P.M . P resident Roosevelt 
from  New Y ork  C ity  
K S TP

9.30 P.M. W endell W illk ie  from  
Lou isv ille  WCCO.

J0 rOO P.M. D r. Grace Carlson.

a large number of signatures from  
workers on the job. (Even in  B il l 
Hutcheson's union, workers w i l l  
support a m ilita n t, working-class 
program, brought to them by one 
of th e ir  own proven m ilita n ts .) 
A waitress gathered signatures 
from  her customers as did a 
butcher i n  a re ta il meat m arket.

L IT E R A T U R E  D IS T R IB U T IO N
The d is tr ib u tio n  o f the 5,000 

campaign leaflets and the 10,000 
copies of the special M innesota 
E d ition  of the Appeal was carried 
out in the same enthusiastic way. 
C. Johnson, the Campaign Man
ager, was in  charge of th is  phase 
o f the w ork. The piles of l i te r 
a ture melted like  snow as the com
rades, under his d irec tion , carried 
the T ro tsky is t election lite ra tu re  
in to  working-class wards o f the 
two cities. Bundles o f Appeals 
were also sent to D u lu th , St. Cloud 
and other centers fo r d is tr ibu tion . 
Here again, great in ge nu ity  was 
shown.

Two comrades engaged in  tra v 
e llin g  w ork always carried a pile 
o f leaflets w ith  them and released 
a few dozen in  every sm all town 
along th e ir  route. They reported 
th a t most o f these leafle ts were 
picked up and read, since resi
dents of small Minnesota towns 
are not flooded w ith  campaign 
leaflets, advertisements, etc. as 
are c ity  people.

One of the young comrades on 
the U n ive rs ity  of M innesota cam
pus pressed our campaign l i te r 
a tu re  on everyone who wore a 
Thonias-Krueger button. He even 
persuaded some of these S. P. sym
pathizers of the erro rs of th e ir 
ways and made T ro tsky is ts  out of 
them before the end of the cam
paign.

T ro ts k y is t A n ti-w a r 
P a rty  Candidate fo r 
U . S. Senator W LO L. 

10:15 P.M. Governor Stassen fo r 
W illk ie  W TC N

Many comrades arranged rad io 
parties at th e ir  homes so that 
friends m igh t hear and discuss 
these speeches. One comrade, w or
k ing  on a n ig h t s h ift  in  a factory, 
brought a radio to the lunch room 
so tha t the workers could hear 
one of the speeches du ring  th e ir  
lunch period. He reported tha t 
th is  speech which consisted in  the 
main of long quotations from  the 
M anifesto o f the F ou rth  In te rn a 
tion a l was very w e ll received.

The d ilig e n t w ork  o f the Forum , 
Finance, Education and Social 
committees of the T w in  C ity  
branches in  th e ir own respective 
fields bore f r u i t  fo r  the P a rty  
in  numerous successful election 
ra llies, meetings and socials, a t
tended by new as w e ll as old sym
pathizers of the P arty.

T R O T S K Y IS T  A C T IV IT Y  
K N O W N

Although large masses of w o rk 
ers in  ou tly in g  parts of the state as 
well as farm ers in  ru ra l areas did 
not hear the speeches o r receive 
the lite ra tu re , nevertheless an im 
pressive vote was recorded fo r the 
P arty  in  these areas.

The explanation of th is  phen
omena is tha t these workers and 
farm ers wanted to express the ir 
support of a T ro tsky is t program. 
Because of the ac tiv itie s  of the 
T ro tsky is t leadership o f the prog
ressive M inneapolis labor move
ment d u rin g  the past few years, 
the word “ T ro ts k y is t”  siands fo r 
m ilita n t working-class action to 
thousands of M innesota workers 
who have never read any T ro tsky 
is t ' lite ra tu re .

T R IB U T E  TO TR O TS K Y
The recent trag ic  death of Leon 

T ro tsky  at the hands of S ta lin ’s 
G.P.U. agent dram atized the pro
gram of the F ourth  In te rn a tion a l 
fo r other thousands o f workers 
and farm ers in  M innesota and 
throughout the United States. 1 
am very sure that many hundreds 
of votes were cast fo r me as the 
T ro tsky is t candidate in order to 
do honor to the murdered hero 
who symbolizes fo r the oppressed 
the revo lu tiona ry  strugg le against 
the cap ita lis t system of exp lo ita 
tion.

In  th is  election campaign, the 
firs t in  th is  country in  which the 
name "T ro ts k y is t”  appeared on a 
ba llo t, the ranks of the Minnesota 
P arty  and the masses to which 
the P arty  appealed fo r support 
responded en thusiastica lly . To 
have been the ins trum en t through 
which support fo r the program of 
the F ourth  In te rn a tion a l was rec
orded is a source of great personal 
satisfaction fo r me.

Macdonald Cries O ut 
Against Shachtman's 
Internal Regime

B y JO SEPH H A N S E N
F o r some tim e  reports  have been reaching us th a t 

fac tio na l w a r is convu ls ing  the ranks o f the p e tty - 
bourgeois opposition which s p lit fro m  the F o u rth  In 
te rna tion a l la s t spring . A  new w in g  o f opposition ists 
to  the o ffic ia l oppos ition is t leadership has cropped up 
in much the same w ay th a t lesser fleas are reputed to  
crop up on b igger fleas.

I t  is reported th a t a w ing  w h ich re jects M arx ism  
openly is s tru g g lin g  fo r  dom ination o f the so-called 
W orkers P a rty  aga inst the w in g  w h ich re jects M a rx 
ism s u rre p titio u s ly , and th a t th is  is the reason fo r  the  
volum inous polemics which have been appearing u n 
der the name o f M ax Shachtm an in Labor A ction .

Now  th a t the e lectora l cam paign is over and i t  is 
safe to a tta ck  one’s cam paign m anager, the polemics 
have been d irected p a rtic u la r ly  aga inst D w ig h t Mac
donald, who heads the  Burnham  residue in the “ W o rk 
ers P a r ty ”  and who pub lic ly  advocates rev is ion  o f the 
basic doctrines o f M arx ism .

How ever M acdonald is s tru g g lin g  not on ly  against 
M arx ism  as he did  toge ther w ith  Shachtm an in  th o  
ranks o f the F ou rth  In te rn a tion a l, he is also s tru g g l
in g  aga ins t the in te rna l reg im e in  his p a rty .

Recently he w ro te  an expose o f conditions in  his, 
p a rty  which we th in k  deserves more w ide-spread pub
lic ity  than  Shachtman is w ill in g  to g ive  it .  Here are 
some o f the more sa lien t po in ts  o f M acdonald’s ex
pòse as m im eographed fo r  the  m em bership o f the  
g roup :

The expose is en titled , “ F ra te rn ity — A  Note on the  
In te lle c tu a l A tm osphere in  the P a rty ,”  th a t  is, the  
“ W orkers  P a rty .”  I t  appears th a t J. R. Johnson, 
fe llo w -e d ito r w ith  D w ig h t o f the New In te rn a tio n a l, 
w ith o u t consu lting  the o ther ed itors, o r  the ru l in g  
body o f the p a r ty  nevertheless polemized “ in  the  
sharpest te rm s aga inst another m ember o f the p a rty , 
nam ely m yse lf, w h ile  ostensib ly a tta c k in g  the bour
geois press.”  • ;

“ I  have dw e lt a t such leng th  on th is  episode,”  
com plains Macdonald, “ no t because o f its  in tr in s ic  
im portance, bu t ¡because i t  is a specia lly  good ex
am ple o f the serious degeneration in the in te lle c tua l 
l i fe  o f the p a rty  since the s p lit. U nder the pressure 
o f the w a r cris is  and, a t least in  m y opin ion, o f the  
impotence o f Johnson and o ther lead ing comrades ta  
cope w ith  in te rn a tio n a l developments on the basis o f 
th e ir  s im ple-m inded m ccha n ica l-M a rx is t approach, 
there  has been generated a re a lly  poisonous atm os
phere. Comrades who, like  m yse lf, dissatisfied, w ith  
the o ffic ia l ‘answers’ and are cas ting  about fo r  m ore 
sa tis fa c to ry  in te rp re ta tion s , are regarded w ith  the  
same fe a r and b itte rness and suspicion as Cannon 
used to regard a ll o f us d u rin g  the fac tion  fig h t. W hy, 
a fte r  a ll, was Johnson im pelled to go to such fa n 
tas tic  lengths in order to  score a po in t o f f  m y  ‘P a r
tisan  Review ’ a rtic le ?  N o t because o f the po in t he) 
c ritic izes— a m ino r p a r t o f the a rtic le — but fo r  an en
t ire ly  d iffe re n t reason: because m y  general concep
tion  o f fascismi is 'uno rthodox ’ and, in h is opin ion, 
dangerous. T h is  is w h a t is believed the whole b u s i
ness, th is  is the rea l issue.”

Corrupt, Degenerate Regime
So co rru p t and degenerated has become the re 

g im e in  the so-called W orkers P a rty  th a t i t  is ap
pa ren tly  denying the ve ry  p rinc ip le  upon w hich i t  
ju s tifie d  its  s p lit  fro m  the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l. I t  
w i l l  be reca lled th a t the Burnham -Shachtm an group 
insisted a t the tim e  o f the s p lit  upon th e ir  “ r ig h t ”  
to  publish th e ir  a ttacks  on M arx ism  in  the pub lic  
p a rty  press whenever they fe l t  like  it .

They insisted th a t i t  was necessary fo r  them to  
s p lit  so th a t the y  could pub lish  th e ir  own press. 
“ M ere”  in te rna l p a rty  bu lle tins  were n o t enough fo r  
them. i

Now  they  deny th e ir  own princip les, fo r  Mac
donald is compelled to  ask: “ L e t ’s have the a rgum ent 
conducted in  the open, no-t 'by means o f such enven
omed masked a ttacks as th is  one o f Johnson.”

M acdonald sums up his expose o f the reg im e o f 
the so-called W orkers  P a rty  ve ry  succ inctly : “ W e 
have one ed ito r launch ing a venomous polem ic aga inst 
another ed ito r in the ve ry  e d ito r ia l columns . . .  He 
has done th is  w ith o u t m en tion ing  e ith e r me o r P a r
tisan Review by name, so th a t those inside the p a r ty  
would rea lize w h a t he meant, w h ile  the outside pub
lic  w ou ld  rem a in  in ignorance o f the rea l a im  o f the 
a t ta c k . . .  Johnson w ent to such lengths th a t to have 
m entioned me by name w ould  have no t ‘ on ly  p ro 
voked a rea l scandal bu t would have made the N I  
look like  a v e ry  pecu lia r s o rt o f magazine, w ith  one 
ed ito r denouncing another as a cou n te r-re vo lu tion a ry  
sq u a w ke r. . .  H is  e d ito r ia l thus has the cha racter o f 
a lynch ing  ra th e r than a legal exe cu tio n . . .  I  cannot 
sec how revo lu tionaries and coun te r-revo lu tionaries  
can ex is t side by side c ith e r on the e d ito r ia l board 
o f a M a rx is t m agazine o r in a revo lu tiona ry  p a rty .”

I f  Macdonald is no t satisfied w ith  w ha t p u b lic ity  
wc have been able to g ive  his expose wc suggest th a t 
he s ta r t  his own jo u rn a l under the p ro tec ting  w in g  o f 
the p o litica l com m ittee o f his p j ir ty  and b last th a t 
com m ittee p u b lic ly  fo r  w ha t he te rm s the “ serious 
degeneration”  th e y  have pe rm itted  “ in the in te lle c 
tu a l l i fe  o f the p a rty  since the s p lit .”

The Real Mystery Behind the 
Hitler-Molotov Interview

On his m ysterious v is i t  to  H itle r ,  M o lo tov was 
accompanied by more than f i f t y  hand-picked in d iv id 
uals. N o t one o f these “ specia lists”  pa rtic ip a ted  in  
a n y  conference whatsoever. The sole du ty  o f the 
G .P.U. squad was to  guard  M olotov. I t  is rum ored 
in  a u th o rita tiv e  circ les th a t several guards stood w ith  
draw n p is to ls  even a t M olo tov ’s bedside. N ow  the 
question is: Jus t who arranged fo r  th is  body-guard 
and w hy?  Was i t  M olo tov h im se lf because he m is 
trus ted  H it le r?  O r did he m is tru s t another and more 
in tim a te  “ co llabo ra to r” — his comrade in the K re m 
lin ?  O r was the guard supplied by S ta lin  to make 
sure th a t h is M in is te r o f F ore ign  A f fa ir s  and P res i
dent o f the Council o f People’s Commissars reached 
his appointed destina tion  and re turned home in ta c t 
(to  be disposed o f a t a fu tu re  date) instead o f ta k in g  
i t  on the lam once the f ro n t ie r  was crossed? O r was 
i t  s im p ly  th a t S ta lin  wanted M olotov to  fee l a t home 
in a strange coun try?

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
H illm a n ite s  were very  care fu l to 
see tha t no im portan t issue at all 
reached the floor, and th e ir  op
ponents un fo rtuna te ly  played in to  
th e ir  hands on th is.

A t a caucus of the a n ti-H illm an  
delegates held a fte r ad journm ent 
the f irs t day, i t  was agreed that, 
the m ajor issues of the conven
tion  were in d u s tr ia l un ionism , op
position to cu rb ing  of labor ac
t iv ity ,  fo rm ation  of an indepen
dent labor party, and contro l of 
the state board to advance the 
figh t on these questions. “ We w il l  
ca rry  the figh t to them on every 
issue,”  said a S ta lin is t spokes
man, "and force a vote to see 
where th ings stand."

However, th is  was nof done. 
The Lew is-S ta lin is t leaders the 
next m orn ing  made an agreement 
w ith  the H illm a n  leaders fo r a 
“ test vote”  on the constitu tiona l 
provisions fo r electing the state 
board, and thus made th is  the 
m ujor question of the convention.

The H illm a n ite s  proposed that 
they be perm itted  to continue the 
practice o f having representation 
on the state board from  various 
sections of the Amalgamated and 
the te x tile  union, a lthough other 
unions are not perm itted  more 
than one o r two representatives 
from  any in te rna tiona l. T h is  
would mean contro l of the board 
by the H illm an ites .

The S ta lin is ts  countered th is  by 
demanding on ly  one represent
ative from  each in te rna tiona l. 
And then, instead o f exposing 
H illm a n ’s real aims of: cap itu la 
tion  to the A F L . instead of a 
program m atic assault w h l c  h 
would have won support, the Stal- 
iusts confined themselves to such

argum ents as: " I t  isn ’t fa ir , i t  
isn ’t democratic, the e lectrica l 
w orkers could do the same and 
ask fo r representation fo r th e ir  
d iffe re n t parts of th e ir  in d u s try ," 
etc. In  th is  way, they obscured 
the main issues and conducted the 
figh t on the plane where the H i l l 
m anites wanted it.

Delegates who wanted to ham
mer home the princ ip les agreed 
upon at the caucus the day before 
were denied the floo r as the res
u lt of an agreement between the 
heads o f the two blocs which cut 
discussion sho rt a fte r a few of 
the leaders had spoken.

The resu lt of the test vote was 
305 to 293. Thus the H illm a n 
ites won a close v ic to ry  where 
they m ig h t w e ll have been routed. 
Responsible fo r  th is  was: (1) 
Lewis from  the national office 
had sent down word u rg ing  that 
both sides avoid controversia l "na
tiona l issues,”  thus tak in g  away 
from  his group in  the convention 
th e ir  strongest weapon. (2) The 
cowardice and s tu p id ity  of the 
state Lew is-S ta lin is t leaders who 
perm itted the figh t to be fought 
out on a machine, non-program- 
m atic basis. (3) The fac t that the

H illm a n ite s  spent several thou
sand dollars p r io r  to the conven
tion  ge tting  th e ir  locals in to  good 
standing, w h ile  the Lew is leaders 
fumbled the job, ge tting  fo r  ex
ample a representation o f 20 steel 
delegates when they m igh t easily 
have had 60.

Instead o f c a rry in g  the figh t 
fu rth e r d u rin g  the rest of the con
vention, the S ta lin is ts  p ra c tica lly  
gave up the fight a fte r th is  firs t 
vote. A lm ost eve ry th ing  else was 
referred to the incom ing state 
board, which was elected w ith  a 
m a jo rity  of H illm a n ite s .

One in te res ting  exception was 
the reso lution th a t was adopted 
condemning fascism, nazism and 
communism. To th is, fo r the firs t 
tim e, in  a CIO convention the 
S ta lin is ts  took exception, demand
ed the floo r, opposed i t  v ig o r
ously and rose against i t  on a 
s tand ing vote. The H illm a n ite s  
je e rin g ly  replied that what was 
good enough fo r the na tiona l CTO 
was good enough fo r them, re fe r
r in g  to the fact th a t the S ta lin 
ists at the national convention 
had a ll voted fo r the same resolu
tion.


