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CIO WARNS AGAINST HOME GUARD BILL
Cafeteria Workers' United Front 
Makes Clean Sweep In Elections

<•>-

Red-Baiters Fail To Win A Single Post 
In Local 302; Winners Are Pledged To 
Carry Out A Militant Union Program

The U nited Union T icke t, un ited f ro n t  sla te o f the m ilita n t 
w orkers o f New Y o rk ’s C a fe te ria  Local 302, H o te l and Restaurant 
W orkers Un ion (A F L ) ,  has ju s t scored a decisive election v ic to ry  
over the  U n ited  R ig h t T icke t, candidates o f the reactionaries and 
the rem nants o f the raeketeers who a t one tim e  dom inated the  food 
w orkers union. The elections were held December 17 and 18.

The fina l tabu la tion  o f the vote gave a th ree -to -tw o  m a jo rity  
to  the un ited f ro n t  candidates. The to ta l vote cast was 5,098. The 
un ion has 10,000 members.

A l l  posts in the “ A ”  and “ B ”  
branches o f the local, as w e ll as 
a ll general offices o f the en tire  
local, were won by the m ilita n ts , 
as an aroused union membership 
f in a lly  cleaned house o f the  boss- 
m inded. sup e r-p a trio tic  jingoes 
and gangsters who have been a t
tem p tin g  to  th ro tt le  the  local.
D u rin g  the cam paign, the U n ited 
R ig h t crew had the open support 
o f the bosses and the backing o f 
the reactionary bureaucrats head
in g  the in te rna tiona l union.

The successful U n ited Union 
candidates fo r  the loading posts 
were Costas Dritsas, of the United 
Rank and F ile  Club, P resident;
Sam Kram berg, o f the same group,
Secretary-Treasurer; L a rry  P h il
lips . of the U n ited Progressive 
Group, General O rganizer; and 
¡Juan Aviles, of the U n ited Span
is h  W orkers Club, LaWor Chief.
*  T h is  election campaign has held 
the a tten tion  o f the en tire  New 
W ork labor movement. The v ic 
to ry  of the un ited fro n t tic ke t is 
regarded as a blow to the whole 
rig h t-w in g  sector of the union 
movement here.

The v ic to ry  takes on double s ig
nificance in  the lig h t ot' the te r
r if ic  pressure exerted on the un
ion members, not on ly  by the 
r ig h t-w in g  clique— whose sole pro
gram  was red-ba iting and p a trio tic  
appeals in the in te res t of "n a tio n 
al defense” — but by the bosses in
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the food in d u s try  and by the gen
eral an ti-labor pro -w ar d rive  ol 
the government and the boss 
press. I t  demonstrates once again 
the capacity of the w orkers to 
tigh t in th e ir  own in terests ana 
to resist the propaganda of the 
employers.

U N IT E D  F R O N T  D ID  IT
The decisive fac to r leading to 

th is  v ic to ry  was the un ited front 
established by a ll the groups in 
the union which were opposed to 
red-baiting. W hat is more, the

O N  T H E  W A R  F R O N T S
by G EO RG E S TE R N

The fa te fu l yea r o f 1940 draws 
to  a elose. A m id  a ll the b lea ting  
about Xm as goodw ill and peace 
on earth , the carnage goes on. 
The coin ing year can on ly w i t 
ness its  extension to even broad
e r fvont's, a deepening o f the h o r
ro rs , an un im aginab le increase o f 
the  tension, the su ffe r in g , the 
mass p riv a tio n  engendered by the 
w o rld  w a r o f the bosses.

The past tw elve m onths have 
witnessed volcanic changes in the 
po litica l map o f Europe.. M o ri
bund bourgeois democracy went 
down in N orw ay, H olland, Bel
g ium , and fin a lly  in  proud France, 
where i t  was cradled. T o ta li ta r 
ian Germ any became m aster o f

cleanly and s w ift ly .  Everyw here 
bu t in Russia, they fa iled . The 
w orkers lacked Ihe revo lu tiona ry  
parties capable o f leading to v ic 
to ry . The socia lists and o ther 
fake rs  who led them were con
cerned no t w ith  bu ild in g  a new 
power o f the workers b u t w ith  
preserv ing the power o f the boss
es. F o r these crim es and fa ilu res, 
isolated w orkers ’ Russia had to 
pay by passing in to  the contro l 
o f the B on ap a rtis t clique o f S ta l
in . The c a p ita lis t w orld  retched 
and w rithed  on in to  a new world 
con flic t.

T h is  w ar is cDcompassiug the 
destruction o f the old political 
system o f cap ita lism  as wc have

w ith  England fo r  m astery o f the 
w orld . England its e lf  shed its  
dem ocratic fig -lea f and is g ird in g  
a ll its  s treng th  fo r  the tes t th a t 
the com ing year must b ring . And 
even E ng land ’s leaders adm it 
tha t a fte rw a rd , w in  o r lose, 
th in gs  can never re tu rn  to  th e ir 
old grooves.

Tim  c a p ita lis t system has long 
been incapable o f p rov id ing  ade
quate ly  fo r  socie ty ’s needs. The 
f ir s t  w orld  w a r o f 25 years ago 
f ir s t  exposed the cancers th a t 
were already then destroy
in g  it .  T h a t c o n flic t b ro ug h t the 
cris is  o f society to  a tim e o f 
g re a t decision: th is  society would 
e ithe r be pe rm itted  to live  on
to  ro t from  w ith in  and to  k i l l  in 
its  agony a ll the m yriad  organ
isms dependent, upon i t —or else 
i t  would be th ru s t aw ay once and 
fo r  a ll and a r\cw society created 
be tte r f itte d  to the means o f p ro 
duction and the human needs of 
the m odern world .

The g re a t movement o f p ro le 
ta r ia n  insurrection  th a t rose out 
o f the ru ins  o f 1914-18 rep re 
sented the trem endous e ffo r t  
made by the  submerged masses 
o f the w o rld  to  make the change

Flint Auto Workers 
Hear Grace Carlson 
Tuesday, Jan. 7

F L IN T . M ich.— Grace C a rl
son’s na tiona l to u r brings her 
here on Tuesday, January 7. 
8. p.m. a t. Carpenters H a ll. 
Pengelley B u ild ing .

She’s go ing to g ive a ta lk  
on a sub ject which the w o rk 
ers o f th is  auto c ity  are cer
ta in ly  in terested in :  “ The 
R ig h t To L ife ,”  a g raph ic  p ic
tu re  o f w ha t the auto bosses 
and th e ir  k ind do to  the lives 
o f the w orkers  in  th e ir  g rip .

Comrade Carlson k n o w s  
w hat she’s ta lk in g  about. 
She’s worked w ith  and ta lked 
w ith  thousands o f workers 
d u rin g  her years o f connection 
w ith  the  famous Glen Lake 
S anatorium , the M innesota 
D epartm ent o f Education and 
its  subdivisions which handled 
w orkers who fe l l  v ic tim  to 
disease o r in d u s tr ia l accidents.

F lin t  au to w o rke rs ! Come 
ou t and hear th is  M innesota 
trade  un ion is t and spokesman 
fo r our p a r ty !

un ited fro n t was based on a gen
uine figh ting  program  in  the in 
terests of a l l the food worker^ 
against the bosses.

Such a un ited fro n t has been 
unprecedented in  the labor move
ment here. I t  Included workers 
of many d iffe re n t na tiona lities— 
Spanish, Greek. Slavic, etc. I t  in 
cluded adherents o f various w o rk 
ing class p o litica l parties —  the 
R ights were y e llin g  "T ro ts k y ite ” 
and "S ta lin is t”  a t any w orker 
who even looked m ilita n t. I t  in 
cluded d iffe re n t c ra fts  —  chefs, 
cooks, countermen and unskilled  
categories. A ll combined on the 
one supreme im m ediate task con
fro n tin g  the union membership: 
smashing the menace of the rack
eteers and boss-controlled labor 
fakers. The ch ie f obstruction in 
the path o f the union member
ship has been blasted away. W ith  
the program sponsored by the 
un ited fro n t, the rank and tile 
at last have the op po rtun ity  of 
concen tra ting  on the job of w in 
n ing decent conditions iu one of 
the most extensive and explo ited 
Industries in  New Y ork C ity, 
where over 100,000 food workers 
are employed.

The groups o ffic ia lly  fo rm ing  
the United Uuiou Committee were 
the Uuited Rank aud F ile  Club, 
the United Progressive Group, 
United Spanish W orkers Club, In- 

(Continued on Page 2)

Negro Sailors 
Defended By 
Boston Meeting

BOSTON. Dec. 20— A mass 
m eeting o f N egro  and w h ite  
w orkers was held here th is  even
in g  under the auspices o f the So
c ia lis t W orkers  P a rty  to  pro test 
the m istrea tm ent o f the Negro 
sa ilo rs on the U.S.S. Philadelph ia  
and to  demand the d iscon tinua
tion  o f the governm ent’s po licy 
o f J im -C row  in  the N avy and 
other armed forces.

By unanim ous vote, the meet
ing  adopted a telegram to be sent 
to Secretary o f the Navy Knox 
and A dm ira l N im itz  ca llin g  for 
release of the two im prisoned Ne
gro messmen on the U.S.S. P h ila 
delphia. and revocation o f the "u n 
desirable discharges”  of 13 other 
Negro sailors.

The m eeting also voted to send 
le tte rs of commendation to each 
of the  15 men involved in  th is  
case, w h ich  arose when they w ro te 
a le tte r exposing the m altreatm ent 
and Jim -Crow against Negroes in 
the Navy. The telegram adopted 
by the m eeting in fo rm s these 
courageous sailors tha t workers 
back home, Negro and w h ite , are 
backing them up.

A 'to m m tU ee  -was-established a I 
the m eeting to continue the work 
o f o rgan iz ing protest in  th is  case 
and to c a rry  on the figh t against 
a ll J im -C row practices in the arm 
ed forces.

Bad Housing Spreads 
Illness In Army Camps

W ith  thousands o f soldiers housed in  to ta lly  inadequate ten ts 
and liv in g  in conditions u n fit fo r  hum an beings, w h ile  storm s 
sweep th rough  them, a fu ll- fle d g e d  in fluenza  epidemic th re a t
ens to sweep the a rm y camps.

D r. James A . Dolce, in  charge o f sa n ita ry  reports  fo r  the 
Public H ea lth  Service, la s t week reported the fo llow ing  condi
tions in  the a rm y camps:

Camp M u rra y , W ashington, where 12,000 soldiers are s ta 
tioned, topped a ll a rm y camps in  in fluenza  cases, w ith  a to ta l o f 
682 cases on Dec. 2.

There were 1,328 cases o f re sp ira to ry  illness in Camp M u r
ray, according to  the A rm y  Surgeon General’s office.

Camp Clapsop, Oregon, had 251 in fluenza  cases among its  
875 soldiers.

Camp Beauregard, where m ost o f the M ich igan men arc 
stationed, had 480 resp ira to ry  cases ou t o f 10.000 soldiers in camp.

A t  A lexandria , La., the re  were 30.000 cases o f colds, in flu e n 
za and fever. T h is  is a c ity  where 35.000 a rm y camp workers and 
defense p ro je c t laborers are stationed.

And the com m ent o f  the health  service on a ll th is  was . . .  
"There is no cause fo r  a la rm .”

I t  is a fo rtu n a te  accident th a t the cu rre n t epidem ic is in 
fluenza o f a m ild  fo rm . Nevertheless, i t  re flec ts  the fa c t th a t the 
men arc subjected to  dangerously unsan ita ry  liv in g  standards.

S tr ic t  arm y censorship has succeeded in keeping out o f the 
public eye ^ny pro tests aga ins t these conditions which the d ra ft 
ees may be m aking.

Waller Gets Stay 
O f Execution

Attention Chicago! 
Grace Carlson 
Speaks On Friday

Grace Carlson. U. S. Sena
to r ia l candidate o f our p a rty  
in  M innesota, now opening a 
na tiona l tou r, speaks in  C h i
cago th is  com ing week.

H er f irs t  lecture w il l  be 
F rida y , January 3, a t 8 p.m., 
a t the H am ilton  Hote l, 18 
South Dearborn Street. The 
subject w il l be: “ Roosevelt vs. 
H it le r— The S trugg le  fo r  E m 
pire  in  L a tin  A m erica.”

(F o r Comrade C a r l s o n ' s  
o ther lectures and conferences 
in  Chicago, ask fo r  in fo rm a 
tion  a t the Chicago headquart
ers o f the S W P : 160 N. W ells 
S treet, Room 200.)

Odell W a lle r, N egro sharecrop
per o f V irg in ia , who was con
demned to  execution by an a ll- 
w h ite  ju ry  inc lud ing  ten land 
lords, fo r  the sc lf-d  e f e n s e  
s lay ing  o f his w h ite  1 a n d- 
lord, has won a stay o f execution 
u n til M arch 14, 1941. The stay 
was granted by G overnor James 
A . Price, a fte r  many protests 
from  progressive Negro and la 
bor organ izations th roughou t the 
country.

W a lle r shot h is •while p lan te r- 
boss, Oscar Davis, a fte r  the la t 
ter threatened him  when he came 
fo r  h is wages and those o f his 

i w ife  and aged m other, who had 
' also worked fo r  Davis.

! Outstanding attorneys, such as 
Johu F. F in e rty  and Thomas II.  

| Stone, arc acting  as dcfousc coun- 
| scl fo r W alle r, te s tify in g  to the 
v ita l im portance of th is  case as 
ty p ify in g  the miserable servitude 
to which the Negro masses iu the 
southern Bourbon states are sub
jected.

I M r. F in e rty  was defense counsel

fo r  Tom Mooney and iu the Sacco- 
Vanzetti case. He served as legal 
advisor fo r  the In te rn a tion a l Com
m ission o f In q u irv , head«'! * 
John Dewey, wh ich investigated 
the charges against Leon T ro ts« , 
made in  the Moscow T r ia ls  and 
acquitted h im .

The stay of W a lle r ’s execution 
was granted on the plea, o f un
fairness in (he selection of the 
ju ry  and p re ju d ic ia l pressure on 
i t  from  the outside.

T h is  stay does not end the men- 
anci* to W a lle r’s life , hut. m erely 
delays his execution u n til the V ir- 
g in ia  Supreme Court reviews the 
case. The fight to save W alle r 
m ust be continued, as in a ll l ik e l i
hood the w h ite  ru lin g  class courts 
in fu r th e r hearings w ill endeavor 
to convict W a lle r more " le g a lly ."

The W orkers Defense League, 
which is iu charge of W aller's 
defense, has asked fo r urgen tly  
needed funds to ca rry  on the fight. 
Funds may be sent to the League 
in care of its  secretary. David L. 
Cleudenin. 112 E. 19th Street, New 
York C ity.

the con tinent and came to  g rips  i known it fo r  three centuries. T h t
new to ta lita r ia n is m  is the h a r
b inger o f a new p o litica l system 
fo r  the c a p ita lis t order, a system 
based upon contracted produc
tion  and reduction o f the masses 
co unrelieved slavery. And in th is  
process, m illio ns  m ust die. and 
s u ffe r and starve.

The old way is gone. The great 
question is s t i l l  before us : Who 
shall usher i t  out? W ho sha ll 
build the new w orld  and what 
kind o f a w orld  should tha t he? 
W i say there is s t i l l  tim e  fo r 
Hie w orkers o f the w orld  to take 
in to  T H E IR  hands the  business 
o f re -m aking  the w orld . We say 
there is s t i l l  time, to  check the 
onward rush tow ard a new form  
o f ca p ita lis t barbarism . W c say 
there  is s t i l l  tim e  to  put the 
w orld  on the ra ils  tow ard a new 
socia lis t order, an order o f new 
rea liza tion  fo r  a ll men and 
women.

T h e  F o u r t h  In te rna tiona l 
stands fo r  th is  fu tu re  and none 
other. In  lands a lready engulfed 
by w a r o r about to  be, its  p a r t i
sans f ig h t  on tow ard th is  goal 
To them, th is  end o f the year o f 
1940, we send our fra te rn a l 
salute.

Special National Convention Of SWP 
Acts On International Relations

A special na tiona l convention 
c f  the S oc ia lis t W orkers  P a rty  
was held a t I rv in g  Plaza H a ll in 
New Y o rk  C ity  on Sunday, Dec. 
21, convened a t the call o f the 
N a tiona l Com m ittee to consider 
possible problem s w hich may 
arise under reactionary  federal 
leg is la tion  recen tly  adopted.

The m ain re p o rt was made by 
James P. Cannon, N a tiona l Sec
re ta ry .

Two reso lu tions were adopted 
by the convention. One, on ' ' I n 
te rna tiona l R e lations,”  reads as 
fo llow s :

"W hereas, federal leg is la tion  
(the  V oorh is Act. e tc.) has 
been adopted by C o n g r e s s  
which imposes burdensome re 
qu irem ents on po litica l organ- 
ications a ffilia te d  to in te rn a 
tion a l bodies, inc lud ing  the fo r 
mal periodic re g is tra tio n  of 
l is ts  o f in d iv id u a l members ; and 

"W hereas, such regu la tions 
could be o f service on ly  to  the 
enemies o f the workers, the 
F o u r t h  (S pecia l) N a tiona l 
Convention o f the Socia list

W orkers  P a rty  hereby r  e- 
solvcs:

“ 1. To fo rm a lly  d iscontinue 
its  a ff ilia t io n  to the F ou rth  In 
te rna tion a l as o f th is  date.

“ 2. To continue its  s trugg le  
fo r  socialism as a com pletely 
autonomous pa rty .

“ 3. W h ile  com p ly ing w ith  the 
provis ions o f the aforesaid 
leg is la tion , wc a ffirm  our op
position to th is  and any s im ila r 
measures designed to d is ru p t 
the in te rna tiona l s o lid a rity  o f 
the workers. W c assure our ro- 
t(tinkers  in otlVcr lands th a t  
no th ing in th is  decision o f com
pliance w ith  a rb itra ry  d isc rim 
in a to ry  leg is la tion  a lte rs  in any 
way our ardent sym pathy w ith  
th e ir  own s trugg les fo r socia l
ism .”
The te x t o f the second reso lu

tion  adopted was;
"T he  D eclara tion  o f P r in 

cip les o f the Socialist W orkers 
P a rty — adopted by the Founda
tion  Convention, (Dec. 31, 1937 
to  Jan. 3. 1938)— requires some 
changes and additions to b ring

it  up to date and correspond ,,, 
w ith  new developments which 
have transp ired  since the Foun
da tion  Convention.

"T h is  task can be perform ed 
s a tis fa c to r ily  on ly a fte r  ad
equate tim e  has been provided 
fo r  consideration o f proposed 
changes and th e ir  discussion in 
the ranks o f the pa rty . As a 
step towards the prepara tion  o f 
th is  task, the F ourth  (Specia l) 
N a tion a l Convention resolves;

“ 1. To suspend and w ithdraw  
the D eclara tion o f P rinc ip les 
adopted at the Foundation 
Convention;

"2. To authorize  and ins truc t 
the  N a tiona l Com m ittee to  p re
pare the dra ft, of an amended 
Declaration o f P rinc ip les f« r 
subm iss ion 'to  the p a rty  fo r d is
cussion and eventual decision 
by p a rty  convention o r re fe r
endum.”

A  series o f m otions were also 
adopted, am ending the p a r ty  con
s t itu t io n  so that. it. now conform s 
to the sense o f the two reso lu
tions adopted.

Imprisoned By 
British Police

P ie rre  F rank, a French re 
vo lu tio n ise  has been sentenced 
to  s ix  m onths at hard labor 
by a London police tr ibu na l.

F rank  explained to the au
th o ritie s  tha t he had been con
demned, in his absence, to 
several m onths' im prisonm ent 
in France. Had lie registered 
w ith  the B r it is h  police in the 
norm al way. lie. would have 
run the r isk  of being delivered 
in to  the hands o f the French 
au thorities .

F rank is a member of the 
M o lin ie r group, which has 
been outside the F ou rth  In 
te rna tiona l fo r  several years.

Protests against the vicious 
punishment, vented on P ierre  
should be directed to  the B r i t 
ish Embassy in W ashington.

"Sabotage" Bill 
Also Denounced
Only Military Law Could Touch Guards, 
Murray Points Out; But He Fails To 
Indict Their Purely Anti-Labor Role

W A S H IN G T O N , Dec. 23— The CIO  has taken a stand aga inst 
the “ model”  Home Guard and “ Sabotage”  b ills , proposed by the  
bosses fo r  adoption by state leg is la tures as “ na tiona l defense”  
measures.

Scoring the Home Guard b ill,  which would replace the N a tion a l 
Guard un its  taken in to  the re g u la r a rm y by m il ita ry  bodies under 
complete m ilita ry  d irec tion . P h ilip  M u rra y , new ly-elected C IO  pre
sident, today called on a ll members and a ffilia te s  o f the C IO  to  op
pose th is  b i l l on the grounds th a t “ i t  leaves these state guard u n its  
com plete ly free from  any c iv il resp on s ib ility  fo r  th e ir  acts by m ak
ing them responsible to m ilita ry  law  on ly .”

M urray  did not. un fo rtuna te ly ,
oppose the establishm ent of a 
Home Guard altogether, but m er
ely llie  prov is ion o f th is  p a rtic 
u la r b i ll fix in g  the contro l of the 
Home Guard. "T h is  section of the 
b ill should be s tr icken ," declared 
M urray. " In  its  place, there 
should be provlslq^gA pro tecting  
the rig h ts  of workers and the 
com m unity  at large against, any 
lawless acts by tile  State guard 
un its ."

A  S T R IK E B R E A K IN G  FORCE
M urray fa ils  to po in t out 

t h e  f a c t  tha t the proposed 
Home Guard as such, w hether un
der m it i ts f l i^ o r  c iv ilia n  law, is 
intended so le ly  as' a -^ r ik e -b re a k - 
ing  armed force, s im ila r'* to>-ihe 
N ationa l Guard, and which w ill 
be conu.'Qlled by the bosses in  any 
event, whether under m il ita ry  or 
c iv i l law.

Just as e igh ty percent of Na
tiona l Guard du ty  has been in 
"en fo rc ing  the right, to w o rk ”  du r
in g  strikes, so the Home Guards 
w ill be employed.

The action o f M urra y  and the 
CIO, neverthelss sharp ly  focuses 
the a tten tion  of the organized la 
bor movement on two of the most 
menacing b ills  ever proposed 
against labor.

W H A T  LA B O R  NE E D S
T his Home Guard b ill,  and the 

concern it has evoked even in  con
servative labor circles, underlines 
the need fo r the trade unions to 
press fo r  the counter-measures 
long advocated by the Socialist 
W orker Party.

Labor needs its  own organized 
»ml tra ined  defenses, W orker! 
Defense Guards, against the grow 
ing danger of employer-inspired 
v ig ilan tes, fasc is t gangs, pro fes
sional strike-breakers, and sim i. 
la r ou tfits  which are tak in g  ad
vantage of the anti-labor pro-war

d rive  of the bosses and the govern
ment.

The model "sabotage”  b i l l  corner 
in fo r even stronger c r it ic is m  by 
P resident M urray. T h is  b ill,  says 
M urray, would make it a fe lony 
" fo r  any person In te n tio n a lly  to 
in te rfe re  w ith  the production of 
na tional defense artic les  in  p r iv 
ate plants aud in te n tio n a lly  tO' 
fa ll to note defects in  products.’*; 
I t  would also authorize local of
fic ia ls to close streets and pub lic ’ 
highways a d jo in ing  p riva te  p lants 
engaged In "n a tio na l defense" pro
duction.

M urra y  charged: “ The sabotage: 
provisions of the b ill are o f such 
a nature th a t they could be read
i ly  used to suppress s trikes or. 
o ther union a c tiv ity  to im prove: 
wages, hours .and w o rk in g  com 
di'tions. “ Reactionary local a u tfw ?  
Hies would t r y  to invoke the pen
a litie s  of th is  b i ll upon the ground 
th a t labor union action resulted 
in in terference w ith  na tiona l de
fense production .”

The b il l contains a so-called ex
em ption in  the case of acts, w ith 
in the " r ig h ts  guaranteed by the 
National Labor Relations Act.”  
But, states M urray, " . . .  never
theless the enforcement of the law  
would he in the hands of a thou
sand d iffe re n t local prosecutors 
aud judges, and the exem ption 
could easily be rendered mean
ingless by word ju g g lin g .”

Here again, however, M u rra y  
backwaters, and says “ some”  sab
otage laws are needed, bu t en
fo rcem ent should be federal. 
The conduct ol the governm ent o fr 
ticia ls in the V n ltrc  s tr ik e  and the 
Bethlehem Stoql s itua tion , as w e lt 
as in its  po licy of g ra n tin g  w a r 
orders to labor law v io la to rs, 
shows c learly  enough how l i t t le  
labor’s in terests would be regard
ed in  the enforcem ent of such a 
law under federal ju r is d ic tio n .

“Equality” Before The 
Draft Boards—Oh Yeah
The First Businessman Is Called Up In 
Flint— And The Board Asks New Ruling

I  L IN T . M ich.— F lin t  business men arc regarded by local d ra ft  
boards as a special group en titled  to e x tra o rd in a ry  considerations. 
W hat applies fo r  an o rd in a ry  w o rk in g  s t i f f  ju s t doesn't app ly fo r  
a “ respectable" business man who has many, many responsibilities^, 
m a in ly  looking a fte r  his pro fits . -.

A case in point came up recently when, to the g re a t em barrass
ment o f 1 lin t d ra ft  board No. 4, the m anager o f a la rge  s to re  it|.. 
F l in t  drew a num ber which required his im m edia te exam ination  foipi 
service. S t il l more em barrassing fo r  the d ra ft board flunkeys— a ll 
o f them m iddle class c itizens w ith  
proper respect fo r  business m an
agers— th is  p a rticu la r business 
man passed the physica l exam 
ination  and was ready fo r  im 
mediate induction.

Now it  was a ll r ig h t to send 
young w orkers in to  the arm y at 
soon as they passed the physical 
No one had to pay any a tten tion  
to t.bcir "a ffa irs "  or to th e ir  need 
to readjust th e ir  lives.

But. w ith  a business man i t ’s 
d iffe ren t. No sooner had the store 
manager. Herbert. J. IV inetnan ol 
the Federal Stores, successfully 
passed Ihe physical exam ination, 
than dra ft board No. 1 made a 
request of the State Selective 
Service hoard in  Lansing fo r a 
special ru lin g  in  eases in vo lv ing  
business men.

“ Can a selectee he given 60 days 
in w h ich to w ind up his business 
a ffa irs? ”  asked d ra ft board No» 
L  A m p lify in g  its  question, the; 
local board fu r th e r stated tha t 
feels that. a. fid-day period should; 
he allowed between the fina l dx-; 
an im ation  and induction  to a llow  
business men to s tra igh ten  out 
business a ffa irs , aud c lim in & i&
"possible financia l loss or embaj&
augment.”  ,>>2gl

W orklngclass draftees w  1 l 'U |
however, continue to  he je rk e $
out of th e ir  accustomed lives, apcjfc 
plunked s tra ig h t in to  the arm y: 
w ith o u t fu r th e r ado.

The on ly  reason th is  questiont’ 
has come up so late in  the gam ^ 
hero, is th a t Mr. W ineman hapt 
pens to be the f irs t  and only  bueit 
ness man thus fa r called up.

Labor And Ñegro Protests Win Delay 
Of Sharecropper's Death Sentence
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Editor:
About two m onths ago, a Negro 

fr ie n d  of m ine came to me and 
asked fo r in fo rm a tio n  concerning 
the Communist P arty , and a fte r 
a b r ie f discussion, lie inform ed 
me that lie had been inv ited  to 
a m eeting which was to be held 
by the C.P. and asked me i f  1 
would not like  to attend w ith  him. 
Of course. I im m edia te ly accepted 
the in v ita t io n  fo r  i t  just so hap
pened t l ia t  th is  m eeting was to 
be held in a d is tr ic t where we 
had previously been do ing some 
w ork. I t  was decided tha t wt 
would also ask some of our con
tacts to attend w ith  us.

• When we a rrived  at the hall 
where the m eeting was to be, we 
fbund a sm all group of Negroes 
and one w h ite  fe llow . On our 
a rr iv a l, the w h ite  fe llow , who ap
peared to be one of tile  hotshots 
o f the local C.P.. was standing 
on the steps of (lie  ha ll and his 
im m ediate suspicion of us caused 
his face to become as blank and 
cold as a statue of S ta lin , and 
a fte r about two m inutes o f s ta r
in g  back and fo rth , we turned 
away from  him  and started a con
versation w it l i the Negro workers, 
and a fte r about fifteen m inutes 
conversation, I noticed tha t th is 
fe llow  w ith ' a poker face was s t ill 
standing on the steps s taring .

I t  was so evident tha t th is  fe l
low was in  a te rr if ic  s tra in  tlia t 
I  f in a lly  decided to pu t h im  at 
ease, so I in form ed h im  of tlie- 
fact tha t we had not m et before. 
He then introduced h im se lf and 
asked how we had heard tlia t 
there was to be a m eeting and 
he wanted to know w hat we 
thought of the C.P. I answered 
th a t I  believed in  the teaching ol 
M arx  and Lenin, but tha t I d idn ’ t 
believe th a t the C.P. was fo llo w 
in g  th is  revo lu tiona ry  course. 
Whereupon he began to assure us 
th a t the C. P. was s t i l l  revo lu
tio n a ry  and pointed in  proof that 
on ly recently there had been re
vo lu tions in  L a tv ia  and L ith u 
ania.

A no ther comrade then asked 
h im  w hy i t  was tha t we had never 
heard o f these revo lu tions. He 
answered tha t the boss press 
wouldn't, ca rry  a s to ry  such as 
tha t. The comrade then in form ed 
h im  thttf the boss press was not 
able to keep the news from  us 
when the workers took arms in 
(Russia in  1917 and ne ithe r were

Write to us—tell us what’s going on in your part of the 
labor movetnent—what are the workers thinking aboutf—tell 
us what the bosses are up to—and the G-men and the local cops— 
and the Stalinists—send us that story the capitalist press didn't 
print and that story they buried or distorted—our pages are open 
to you. Letters must carry name and address, but indicate i f  you 
do not want your name printed.

Some Southern Negroes he>' ablP 10 "'ltllhol(1 ,he "ews
i f  file  Spanish workers ta k in

Learn What Stalinist arms, so therefore, it wasn't pos-
. , ,  ?ible tha t there could have been

Discussions Mean •evolutions i l l  these countries, as
lie news bad never reached w o rk 
ers of other countries. I then ask- 
ad him  i f  he considered a change 
i f  system in  those countries to be 
revo lu tiona ry  when said change 
had been brought about under the 
rifle s  of Soviet troops and not 
by the workers of said countries.
I told h im  tha t I couldn't believe 
that l.en in  would ever have sanc
tioned such action, and of course, 
lie never answered m y question.

He then in fo rm ed us that it. j 
would be better i f  we d idn 't a t
tend the m eeting, exp la in ing  tha t 
lie thought, that our purpose was] 
to d is rup t (tie m eeting by asking 
questions, and that lie was l i v 
ing to organize a Ford club among 
workers who were not advanced, 
therefore lie could not a ffo rd  to 
be disrupted by p o litica l ques
tions. We then asked h in t why 
lie could not answer questions and 
what was lie try in g  to hide. We 
assured h im  tha t we were no t t r y 
ing  to obstruct any progressive 
action, but that there were w o rk 
ers at th is  m eeting who wanted 
us present. and th a t there were 
many who would never attend bis 
m eeting when they knew tha t we 
had been refused adm ittance. He 
then told us tha t we were mem
bers of the S.W.P. and he just 
cou ldn 't agree to our presence. 
One of the Negro workers, who 
had been present at one o f our 
meetings when we had answered 
questions of a S ta lin is t and ex
tended h im  an in v ita tio n  to a t
tend fo llow ing  meetings and ask 
a ll the questions tha t lie wished, 
told th is  fe llow  that, he could not 
see any reason w hy we should 
not. be allowed to attend and said 
lie had never been turned away 
from  any m eeting before. He also 
told h im  that wo were hold ing 
meetings in  his house and extend
ed an in v ita tio n  to attend these 
meetings.

A fte r leaving the m eeting place, 
we m et a group of people on th e ir  
way to the meeting. A fte r a few 
m inutes discussion w ith  them, 
they decided that, i f  we couldn't 
attend t lie meeting, ne ithe r would 
they. They said that they would 
pass the word around through the 
d is tr ic t  as to what had happened, 
and they did.

T lie  resu lts were: A miserable 
fa ilu re  fo r  the S ta lin is ts  in  the 
organization o f a Ford club, and 
also th e ir  aw akening to the fact 
tha t Hie T ro tsky is ts  have moved 
in.
Texas B IL L  G REEN

TROTSKY MEMORIAL FUND

By G R A C E  C A R LS O N
(The au thor o f th is  a u th o ri

ta tiv e  a rtic le  on the ravages o f 
tubercu losis among the w o rk 
ers is now s ta rt in g  a cross
coun try  speaking tou r. Am ong 
the subjects on which she w ill 
speak in  35 cities w ill be “ The 
R igh t To L ife ” , the w orkers ’ 
s trugg le  fo r health and happ i
ness. W atch the A P P E A L  fo r  
news o f when Comrade C a rl
son w ill speak in your c ity .)

•  •  *

In  th e ir  lig h t  aga inst low  
wages and bad w o rk in g  condi
tions. the  trade un ions arc also 
lig h tin g  disease. Take, as one ex
ample. tuberculosis w h ich  k il ls  
64.000 people in  the United 
S lates annua lly . T h ree -fifth s  o f 
these deaths occur among in 
d iv idua ls fro m  15 to 45 years o f 
age. Tuberculosis is caused by 
germ s which are passed from  
sick to hea lthy  people who in 
tu rn  become sick fro m  tubercu
losis and in fe c t others. N ever
theless, the in d iv idu a l w ho is in 
a run-down condition is move 
lik e ly  to break down from  tu b e r
culosis than the in d iv id u a l who 
has s trong  resistance.

S trong bod ily  resistance is p ro 
duced by good food, w a rm  c lo th 
ing. decent l iv in g  conditions, ade
quate res t and freedom  fro m  
w o rry . No trade  union can feel 
th a t its  wage scales are h igh 
enough so th a t  its  members can 
purchase a ll o f these requis ites 
fo r  s trong  bod ily  resistance to 
disease. A  good s ta r t  has been 
made, however, and the fig h t 
m ust go on.

Evidence th a t p o ve rty  breeds 
tuberculosis has been accum ulat
ed by the N a tio n a l Tuberculosis 
Association. In  a recent study, 
i t  was shown th a t n ine unsk illed  
w orkers  died fro m  tuberculosis 
to every professional o r business 
m an who died o f th is  disease 
The death ra te  fro m  tuberculosis 
am ong sk illed  w orkers  as w e ll as 
office w o rkers  is three tim es as 
h igh as the ra te fo r  professional 
and business men. Tuberculosis 
is more common am ong poorly  
paid w o rkers  than among those 
who are w e ll paid. A ltho ug h  a 
few  occupations like  m in ing , 
s tone-cu tting  and g rin d in g  are a 
de fin ite  hazard fo r  tuberculosis, 
the ch ie f in fluence o f occupation 
on tuberculosis is the wage level 
and the standard o f l iv in g  tha t 
goes w ith  it.

A no the r s tudy shows th a t the

G RACE C AR LSO N

death ra te  fro m  tuberculosis is 
five tim es as h igh among fa m il
ies pay ing  $10 to  $20 per m onth 
vent than  among fam ilies  paying 
$55 and more per month. P ove rty  
its e lf  does not cause tuberculosis 
(o n ly  the tubercu losis germ can 
do th a t) ,  bu t poor housing and 
the subsequent c row d ing  make i t  
easier fo r  the germ  to  spread 
fro m  person to person.

NEG RO ES P A Y  T H IS  
P R IC E  OF P O V E R TY

Because the Negroes are the 
m ost poorly  paid, poorly  housed 
and a lto ge th e r m ost exp lo ited 
section o f the popu lation, they 
s u ffe r  g re a tly  fro m  th is  te rr ib le  
scourge o f the poor. Deaths from  
tuberculosis among Negroes are 
about three tim es as m any as 
among w h ites. As a m a tte r o f 
fac t, the death ra te  fro m  tu b e r
culosis among Negroes today is 
the same as i t  was among w h ites  
in  1910. I t  is  c lea rly  apparent 
th a t the progress o f medical 
science, in c u ttin g  down the death 
ra te  fro m  tuberculosis, has no t 
aided the Negroes as i t  has the 
w hites. Th is in a land o f “ equal
i t y ” !

Tuberculosis, could be w iped  
ou t i f  the conditions o f poverty  
which breed tuberculosis could be 
e lim inated and i f  every person 
w ith  an active case o f tubercu
losis could be placed in a sana
to riu m  fo r  the “ cure” . The germs 
th a t cause tuberculosis g row  in

the lung o f the person w ho has 
the disease. These germ s are very 
sm all so th a t  thousands m ay be 
present in  a t in y  drop o f spu
tum . They are passed fro n t in 
d iv idua l to in d iv id u a l by d irec t 
o r in d ire c t contact.

When tuberculosis germ s a t 
tack the body, ce rta in  na tu ra l 
forces o f the body f ig h t back. 
These forces are called “ re s is t
ance.”  S trong resistance w ith 
stands tlie  a ttack  o f a few tu b e r
culosis germ s and the body may 
rem a in  w e ll. However, e v e n  
s trong  resistance w ill n o t w ith 
stand ' the a tta ck  o f many tu b e r
culosis germs. W eak resistance, 
on the o ther hand, w i l l  g ive w ay 
to  the a tta ck  o f  even a few  tub e r
culosis germ s and i f  m a n y  
tubercu losis germs a tta ck  the 
body, a complete preakdown from  
tuberculosis is a lm ost sure to  
fo llow .
W H Y  W O R KERS D O N ’T  
G ET C U RED

Because so m any w orkers do 
break down w ith  tuberculosis be
cause o f the conditions o f pover
ty  under w h ich w o rkers  live, the 
in d iv idu a l w o rke r should rea lize 
th a t he has probably been ex
posed to the disease fro m  his 
m any contacts w ith  fe llo w  w o rk 
ers. I f  a case o f  tuberculosis is 
discovered in  an e a rly  stage, i t  is 
no t d if f ic u lt  to cure the pa tien t 
and restore h im  to productive  
life .  I t  is ve ry  tra g ic  th a t over 90 
per cent o f the pa tien ts  adm itted 
to  the sanatoria  o f the  coun try  
are in  fa r  advanced stages o f the 
disease.

Anyone who' is  fa m il ia r  w ith  
the problem s o f the w o rk in g  man 
can understand w hy a man con
tinues a t w o rk  fo r  weeks and 
m onths a f te r  he shows signs o f 
illness before he seeks medical 
advice and is sent to  a sanator
ium . Even where he is in  a union, 
the re  is l i t t le  s ick leave allowed 
to the w o rke r by h is boss. Long 
periods o f illness fo r  the bread
w inne r o f the fa m ily  mean hung
er, cold, w o rry , and under
nourishm ent fo r  the w ife  and 
children o f the w orker. Sm all 
wonder, then, th a t w orkers s tru g 
gle a long a t th e ir  heavy jobs fo r  

.long periods w ith  the burden o f 
coughing, ind igestion, pa in  in the 
chest and o ther sym ptom s o f tu 
berculosis ra th e r than  r is k  un 
em ployment.

Tuberculosis w i l l  no t be con
quered u n t il poverty  is abolished 
fro m  the face o f the earth . Even

by Farrell Dobbs
A T T . G EN. A R N O LD
s h o w s  h is  H a n d

A ssistan t A tto rne y  General 
Thurm an A rno ld , who has been 
prosecuting the so-called “ u iiti-  
tru s t”  cases against the trade un
ions, a rg u ing  before the United 
Stales Supreme Court, stated that, 
‘labor . . . should not be pe rm it
ted to destroy itse lf by factional 
w a r." T h is  statement, was made 
in  connection w ith  A rno ld ’s a t
tempt. to prosecute the offic ia ls 
o f t lie  A F L  Carpenters Union as 
the resu lt o f a ju risd ic tio n a l 
s tr ik e  against the A F L  M achinists 
in  the Anheuser-Busch brewery at 
St. Louis.

W hen asked by Justice F ra n k 
fu rte r whether liis  argument 
would apply to a s im ila r dispute 
between tlie  A F L  and tlie  CIO. 
Arno ld replied that i t  would.  I f  
(lie UAW-CIO were to s tr ik e  Ford 
and the Ford company-union 
claimed that tlie  CIO was s tr ik in g  
against its  “ ju r is d ic tio n ,”  which 
it  probably would, then, according 
to A rno ld ’s "lo g ic ," th is  too would 
be a ju r is d ic tio n a l s tr ik e  in which 
he. the great crusader, would step 
in  to save labor from  “ destroying 
itse lf by factiona l war.”

“ The power to suppress compe- 
tion ,”  says Arno ld , “ is fa r more 
dangerous than the power to fix 
prices.’’ A rno ld  refers here not to 
the com petition between business 
establishm ents, but to the com
pe tition  among the workers for 
jobs. When he attacks the “ pow
er to suppress com petition”  in  
th is  case, what lie is re fe rr in g  to 
is the r ig h t of the leg itim a te  trade 
unions to act as the exclusive bar
ga in ing  agency fo r the workers.

H av ing  camouflaged his real 
a im  d u rin g  the early  stages of 
his an ti- la bo r campaign by con
fin in g  h im se lf m a in ly  to the ju r is 
d ic tiona l disputes In the A F L , A r
nold is now* preparing  his second 
and more brazen line  o f a ttack— 
“ a iit i- t ru s t”  prosecution in  d is 
putes between the A F L  and CIO. 
The fina l stage w il l  be a d irec t 
assault upon the established p r in 
ciples of un ion recognition.

A rno ld  is fig h tin g  to m a in ta in

Cafeteria Workers’ United Front 
Makes Clean Sweep in Elections

(C ontinued fro m  Page 1)
dependent H e llen ic  Club, Chefs 
and Cooks Committee, Polish- 
U kran ian  Committee, Committee 
o f M iscellaneous W orkers, and 
Women's Committee.

O U T S T A N D IN G  C O NTEST
Most s ign ificant in d iv id u a l con

test of the election was t lie  race 
o f L a rry  P h illip s , fo r s ix  years 
a h itte r  and outspoken opponent 
of the reactionaries and racketeers, 
against W illia m  Kincheloe, chief 
spokesman fo r the United R ights, 
o r “ Crapshooters”  as they are 
known to the food workers.

The election of P h illip s  m arks 
the firs t tim e th a t a present mem
ber of the United Progressive 
Club, fo r years the most consist
ent opposition to the reactionary 
machine, and th e  in it ia to rs  o f the 
un ited fro n t election proposal, has 
been named to one of the font- 
key posts o f Local 302.

K incheloe. who had been attach 
ed fo rm erly  to t lie  United Progres
sive Club and was expelled some
tim e ago fo r pursu ing recationary 
policies in  the union, made a bloc 
in  th is  election, together w ith  his 
followers, w ith  W illia m  Mesevicli, 
leader of the racketeers. H is a t
tacks on P h illip s  and the United 
Progressives went the l im it  in 
slanderous red-baiting.

P h illip s ' election was undoub
tedly tlie  b itte rest dose w hich the 
United R ights had to swallow. I t  
was he who single-handed at the 
A F L  sta le  convention in  August 
challenged the program  o f co lla
boration w ith  the boss po litica l 
machines advocated by the A F L  
chiefs and who proposed the in i
tia tio n  o f an independent labor 
po litica l pa rty . He m et combined 
issault of W illk ie ite s  and Roos- 

eve llians a like . A lthough a num 
ber of S ta lin is ts  were delegates at 
'ha t convention, none took the 
floo r in  defense of P h illip s ’ prop- 
isal. P h illip s ’ A F L  convention 

speech led to the sp lit between 
Kincheloe and the U n ited Progres
sives.

P h illip s  lias been a member of

the un ion six years. He came In 
w ith  the organ ization of the Fol- 
tis -F isher cafeteria chain in  1934. 
From  the firs t he d istinguished 
h im self as a m il ita n t  un ion is t and 
a p a rtic u la r ly  agressive figh ter 
against tlie  racketeers. He was 
elected to the executive board in  
December. 1935, and served a year 
and a ha lf te rm . In  August, 1936, 
he was a delegate to t lie  in te rn 
a tiona l convention of his union. 
He has also served on two con
tra c t negotia tion committees.

In  the local’s elections of 1938 
and 1939, P h illip s  ran unsuccess
fu lly  against K  ram berg fo r tlie  
secretary-treasursliip . K  ram  berg at 
tha t tim e had formed a jo in t slate 
w ith  Mesevicli

Among the United Progressive 
members elected to office are John 
B ilsbu ry , B ranch “ A " organizer; 
Joseph Fox, Branch “ A "  business 
agent; Sidney M oraski, H a rry  Fel
le r and M artha Ballan, Branch 
“ A "  executive board • members; 
Sam Roth, vice-president of 
Branch “ A ” ; Gus Sosa and C hris t 
CordiBta, general council mem
bers; V ic to r Gregorson, Branch 
” B ”  executive board member; Ja
mes Gordon, delegate to the Cen
tra l Trades and Labor Assembly. 
These, together w ith  P h illips , have 
been (lie  especial targets of the 
reactionaries fo r years.

I Fox was a leader of the Square- 
Deal group, tlie  f irs t to challenge 
the ru le  of t lie  racketeers. The 
racketeers expelled h im  fo r th is  
in  1935; but. lie was re instated by 
the membership in  1937.

Sam Roth is Uie ed ito r of The 
Spotlight, pub lica tion  o f the U n it
ed Progressives w h ich lias been 
mercilessly p illo r in g  the rig h t- 
w ing.

GORDON B E G A N  T H E  JOB
T lie  election o f James Gordon 

m arks the firs t real recognition 
by Local 302 of the w o rke r who 
has borne tlie  blows o f the rack
eteers longest. Gordon is undoub
ted ly more bated and feared by 
tlie  reactionaries than any other 
man. They had openly vowed

never to pe rm it h im  at any cost 
to w in  office in  the union. As 
a leader o f the New Y ork  A m a l
gamated H ote l S trike  in  1934. 
J a m e s  G o r d o n  emerged 
as an oustanding union fig h t
er. He was Genera! Organ
izer ol' Local 110 before its  merger 
w ith  Local 302 in  1936. As the 
o rig in a l organizer of the United 
Progressive Club, Gordon lias t lie  
sa tis faction  a t las t of w itnessing 
d ie  program  fo r wh ich lie lias 
fought so long become realizable.

D u rin g  the campaign, it  became 
apparent t lia t there were no more 
active  and vigorous groups than 
tlie  United Progressives and U n it
ed Spanish W orkers Club. A 
great deal of c red it goes to these 
groups fo r th e ir  indefa tigable la 
bors in  ra lly in g  the membership 
to the United Union ticke t.

T h is  program  of the United U n
ion Committee, w h ich  was pub
lished in fu ll in  the December 21 
issue o f the Socialist Appeal, in 
cludes a general organ ization 
d rive  in  w h ich  the en tire  mem
bership w i l l  pa rtic ipa te ; the abol
it io n  of separate branches and the 
e lim in a tio n  of wage d iffe re n tia ls ; 
a vigorous figh t fo r the m iscella
neous and women workers, whose 
conditions are the w orst in  the 
in d u s try ; general wage Increases 
and the im provem ent of w o rk ing  
conditions th roughout the indus
try ;  against any fo rm  of d isc rim 
ina tion  on the job or in  the union 
on the grounds o f race, creed, co l
or, n a tio n a lity  o r po litica l be lie f; 
protection of the jobs and senior
ity  r ig h ts  of conscripted members; 
fu ll measures to safeguard the un 
employed members and to secure 
more jobs; democratic adm in is
tra tio n  of the union, w ith  the 
r ig h t of fu l l  and free discussion 
on a ll issues, and no appointm ents j 
to union posts from  above.

ARBITRATIO N ISSUE
Of v ita l im portance fo r  tlie  fu - ! 

tu re  is the question of the adjust- j 
m ent or a rb itra tio n  board.

The un ited  fro n t program, thanks | 
to the insistence of the United P ro-i

gressives and the Spanish W o rk 
ers Club, includes a pledge to put- 
tho adjustm ent board before the 
membership fo r  a referendum  
vote. The Progressives and Span
ish W orkers contend that the ad
jus tm ent hoard is a backward step 
leading to com pulsory a rb itra tio n , 
and one which provides tlie  un ion 
conservatives and reactionaries, 
as well as the bosses, w ith  a wea
pon to 'h o ld  up and sidetrack m il
ita n t action.

Representatives of the United 
Progressive Club and the United 
Spanish W orkers have declared 
tha t t lie  task ahead fo r the new 
officers is to prove to the mem
bership tha t they rea lly  in tend to 
c a rry  out the program  w h ich the 
membership endorsed in  the elec
tion  As one leader of the Pro
gressive declared, “ Our job has 
ju s t begun! T h is  w i l l  be a real 
v ic to ry  fo r the union members 
on ly when the program  fo r which 
they voted is carried out. Every 
officer is now on tlie  spot. The 
members are saying 'Produce, or 
else . . .

The test w i l l  come th is  spring, 
when tlie  contracts ru n  out. A 
big figh t w ith  the bosses is in  
the offing. Only m il ita n t  labor 
action w ill get results, as most 
o f the members realize. They have 
put th e ir  hopes in  the new leader
ship to be t lie  figh ting  spearhead 
o f such action. And they w ill be 
satisfied on ly w ith  results.
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the anti-un ion “ open shop”  in  in 
dustry . I t  is w e ll to rem ind the 
w orkers and the “ labor statesmen”  
th a t lie is a subord inate of a mem
ber of Roosevelt’s cabinet.

A N T I-L A B O R  B IL L S  
S E C R E TLY  P R E P A R E D

A W ashington correspondent of 
the y e w  York Post reports th a t 
b ills  g iv in g  state and local ait*, 
il io r it ie s  unprecedented powers in  
an ti- la bo r a c tiv ity  have been sec
re tly  prepared in  W ashington. 
They are designed fo r submission 
next m onth to nearly  a ll state le
gislatures.

One b ill provides a ten year ja i l  
sentence and $10.000 fine l'or any
one who " in te n tio n a lly  . . . in te r
feres" w i i l i  property  lo “ hinder, 
delay or in te rfe re  w ith  na tiona l 
defense.”  A no ther section pro
vides a s im ila r  punishm ent fo r  
anyone who “ in te n tio n a lly ”  is 
responsible fo r  any defect in  an 
a r lie lo  which is "in tended to be 
used In connection w ith  national 
defense."

V ir tu a lly  eve ry th ing from  com
mon pins to cannon can he con
strued as “ used in  na tiona l de
fense.”  Therefore, th is  b i l l could 
and would in almost every in s 
tance be applied against the trade 
unions. The word " in te n tio n a lly ”  
would lie used as a convenient 
p re tex t in  p repa ring  U'rame-ups 
against the workers.

A  second b ill would provide 
each state w ith  w ha t am ounts to 
an o ffic ia l v ig ila n te  organ ization, 
the members of w h ich  would be 
free from  arrest fo r a lm ost any
th in g  except “ treason or fe lony.”  
In  the business of s trike -b reak ing  
i t  is considered ne ithe r treason 
nor a fe lony to club down the 
s tr ik in g  workers on a p icke t line. 
T ills  becomes a m atter o f “ c iv ic  
du ty .”

Ttiese b ills  w i l l  be in troduced 
in  t lie  state leg is la tures behind a 
smoke-screen o f hyste rica l ag ita 
tion  against “ subversive ac tiv 
itie s ," “ sabotage,”  and "espion
age."

W e’ve been forced to  the con
clusion th a t we th rew  overboard 
a good th in g  when we dropped 
t i l t  heading “ A P P E A L  A R M Y ”  
fo r  th is  departm ent. Today the 
t i t le  “ A P P E A L  A R M Y ”  des
cribes, be tte r than a n y th in g  we 
can th in k  of, the we ll-o rganized 
bodies o f comrades who cover the 
na tio n ’s im p o rta n t in d u s tr ia l 
areas each week w ith  increas ing
ly  la rg e r bundles o f the  “ SO
C IA L IS T  A P P E A L ” . So we re 
vive the t it le  “ A P P E A L  A R M Y .”

F R O N T  R A N K S  
FOR C H IC A G O !!

S tepping in to  ranks p rev iously  
monopolized by M inneapolis and 
N ew ark— and exceeded only by 
New Y o rk— Chicago has leaped 
in to  the f ro n t ranks o f the  A p 
peal A rm y  w ith  a doub ling  o f its  
bundle order. F o r a fu l l  month 
now, the Chicago branch has been 
ta k in g  1.000 copies o f the A P 
P E A L  each week— and g e ttin g  to 
new layers o f the  w ork ing-c lass 
w ith  them.

Comrade H . J., now serv ing 
as Chicago lite ra tu re  a g e n t 
w r ite s : “ O ur w ork  is go ing 
fo rw a rd  fu l l  speed. We are 
covering tw o unions, a po rtion  o f 
the N egro area, and house-to- 
house w ork  von Sundays. O ur 
comrades here are ta k in g  a very 
serious a ttitu d e  tow ard  reg u la r 
w ork  w ith  the  press.

“ Rain o r shine our papers are 
go ing ou t a t the  re g u la r tim e, 
and we w ill double our order 
every tim e there is the s ligh test 
excuse.”

T H E  F A M O U S  F L IN T  
B A T T A L IO N  . . .

No words o f ours need be added 
to the fo llo w in g  in s p ir in g  le tte r, 
received las t week fro m  a lead
ing F lin t  comrade:

" . . .  I t ’s qu ite  a com m entary 
on a ll o ther so-called rad ica l pa r
ties th a t none o f them dare to 
d is tr ib u te  th e ir  papers a t the 
p lants, o r in  any w ay to in d iv id 
ual w o rkers  except th rough  the 
m ails. B y  means o f re g u la r week- 
in and week-out p la n t d is tr ib u 
tion  the Appeal has been made 
‘T H E ’ labo r paper here. No o ther 
paper is so w e ll known as ours. 
The w orkers have come to ex
pect us a t the p la n t ga tes; i f  we 
m iss a week they wonder why, 
where were we . . .  we are a sort 
o f in s titu tio n .

“ W ith  every cris is  in events, 
the Appeal is looked fo r  w ith

g re a t in te res t by these w orkers, 
who look fo r  ou r in te rp re ta tio n ; 
they m ay be skeptical, they  m ay 
be more pessim istic about the  re 
vo lu tion  than we. bu t they w ant 
to  know  w h a t we have to say. 
A nd  at. the r ig h t  period, when 
th e ir  experiences have ta u g h t 
them many th in gs  they today do 
no t know, they w i l l  remember 
how r ig h t  we were a ll along. In  
th a t sense, our paper today is 
la y in g  the ground w ork  among 
hundreds o f m ilita n ts  fo r  g reat 
o rgan iza tiona l expansion in the 
fu tu re . I t  w ill be to  us they tu rn , 
because we have pounded away 
week a fte r  week, we have been 
there w ith  our program  and our 
C ritic ism  o f a ll the s tup id ities  o f 
th e ir  inadequate leadership, and 
our exposure o f a ll the lies o f the 
bosses. They w ill rem em ber our 
consistency; they w il l  be ashamed 
o f th e ir  fo rm er ind iffe rence, or 
th e ir  fo rm er fa ilu re  to  under
stand. When th is  tim e comes, and 
i t  is com ing fast, we w il l  reap 
the harvest o f w h a t m ay seem 
now to  many comrades a pa in fu l 
task, or a thankless one. In  th is  
way our paper, and our consistent 
d is tr ib u tio n  o f our paper, plays 
a most im p o rta n t ro le  in estab- 
lis h ih g  us as a leading force 
among w orkers. Branches which 
fa i l  to  do th is, are only m aking 
th e ir  fu tu re  w o rk  more d iff ic u lt .

“ In  F lin t  we have had a ll ex
trem es in  the reception o f the 
Appea l a t the p lants. There have 
been tim es when we had to  face 
n o t m ere ly ind iffe rence , h u t ac
tu a l physica l assault fro m  m is
taken w orkers. On one occasion 
I  remember I  had a re g u la r p icke t 
squad o f un ion is ts  surround me 
and fo rb id  me to  sell the papers. 
On the o ther hand. I  have had 
them  stand in  line  and w a it to 
get a paper . . .  th is  is on ly  a p ro 
cess o f po litica l development 
which a lw ays seethes in w orkers 
m inds.

“ O ther pa rties  don’t  r is k  go ing 
to the  workers in periods o f re 
action. W e find our way to  them  
at a ll tim es. We understand them, 
and we ‘p a tien tly  exp la in .’ W e 
are stubborn people. The workers 
w ill learn to respect us fo r  th a t 
qu a lity . They know we mean 
business, and th a t we are no t 
m erely fa ir  weather friends.”

Join the Socialist 
Workers Party

" T. B." , Scourge O f The Poor, Kills 
9 Workers For 1 Businessman
You Can Kill A Man With A Tenement As Well As You Can With An Axe

nodical science cannot k  e e p 
îa tien ts  w e ll i f  they m ust re tu rn  
to-the te rr ib le  conditions o f hung
er, cold and over-crowding- which 
prevail among la rge  sections o f 
the w o rkers  in the popu lation. 1

WAR PROGRAM EATS UP 
H EA LTH  FUNDS

In  m any p a rts  o f the country, 
especially in the south, the con
d itions fo r the trea tm e n t o f the 
tuberculous are extrem e ly  bad. 
The sanatoria  are crowded to  the 
doors, the  technica l equipm ent 
fo r  the m odern trea tm e n t o f tu 
berculosis. (collapse th e ra p y ) is 
lacking-, ou t-p a tie n t c lin ics do not 
exist. However, even when tu b e r
culosis pa tien ts  are trea ted  in 
well-equipped, modern sanatoria  
they  m ust be discharged in to  a 
w o rld  o f poverty  and unem ploy
ment. The m eager ra tio ns  o f re 
lie f  budgets are no t adequate to 
keep them in  good physica l con
d ition .

M any pa tien ts  become d isgust
ed w ith  the te rr ib le  life  on re 
lie f  and re tu rn  to  jobs w h ich are 
too heavy fo r  the person w ith  an 
“ arrested”  case o f tuberculosis. 
La rge  numbers o f pa tien ts break 
down again because o f  these con
d itions and m ust re tu rn  to the 
sanatorium — m any tim es to  die.

A m erican cap ita lism  pays lip -  
service to  the f ig h t aga ins t tuber
culosis in  the y e a rly  C hris tm as 
seal cam paign. T h roughou t the 
rest o f t lie  year the “ one-th ird  
o f the na tion ”  continues its  los
ing  f ig h t aga ins t tuberculosis, 
the g re a t scourge o f the poor. 
M oreover, Am erican cap ita lism  is 
find in g  i t  necessary to w ith d ra w  
benefits fro m  the w o rkers  ra th e r 
than to add to a social security  
program . Pub lic health  o ffic ia ls  
w i l l  be ins tructed  to  concern 
themselves p r im a r ily  w ith  the 
hea lth  o f the prospective con
scrip ts . Thus money a llo tted  foi- 
public hea lth  w o rk  w i l l  be tu rned 
over to  the  arm am ent program .

Today the f ig h t fo r  health , fo r  
decent liv in g  conditions, fo r  even 
a m in im um  o f social secu rity  be
comes a f ig h t aga inst the  basic 
s tru c tu re  o f A m erican cap ita lism  
its e lf. There is no longer a “ m id 
dle w a y” . The w o rke r m ust take 
a stand e ith e r fo r  the preserva
tio n  o f cap ita lism  w h ich  denies 
w orkers and th e ir  fa m ilie s  the 
necessities o f life , o r he m ust 
accept the  re vo lu tio n a ry  socia l
is t position  and w o rk  fo r  (he es
tab lishm ent o f a society o f peace 
and p len ty.
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S K IN  IS  B R A N L E D "  —  K A R L  
M A R X .

N eg ro  S tru g g le
Hv A L B E R T  P A R K E R

The Courier Conference
The P ittsb u rg h  C ourie r recognized, before the 

H am pton In s t itu te  conference was over, th a t 
no th in g  was going- to  come ou t o f i t  th a t would 
be w o rth  tw o  beans in the  s trugg le  aga ins t J im  
Crow in the arm y.

E v id en tly , then, a t the las t m inute, the C our
ier, t r y in g  to salvage som ething ou t o f the mess 
and to  u tiliz e  the w ide p u b lic ity  the Ham pton 
m eeting  got, decided to- hold its  own conference 
on the  same subject, ^n d  there  presum ably take 
the steps rejected by H am pton. T h a t was w h y  
th is  second conference, “ called and sponsored”  
fey the C ourier, was called to o rder in  W ash ing
ton th ree  days a fte r  the H am pton conference.

The overw helm ing m a jo r ity  a t H am pton 
seemed to  be governm ent job-holders and teach
ers o r professors— w h a t George S chuyler des
cribed as “ soft-handed, well-groom ed, cu ltu red , 
incom e-tax-paying, p illa rs -o f-soc ie ty .”  T h is  was 
a ve ry  f it t in g  descrip tion— but i t  fits  the  composi
t io n  o f the C ourie r conference ju s t as we ll.

The W ho’s W ho in the C ourie r lis ts  41 names, 
and gives in fo rm a tio n  about 31. O f these 31, 19 
A re  e ith e r governm ent job-holders, o r teachers o r 
professors. A l l  “ soft-handed,”  th a t is, no t a w o rk 
e r in  the crowd. In  add ition , m ost o f them  had 
also been a t the H am pton conference.

N o r is the reso lu tion  o f the second conference 
much be tte r than  th a t o f the firs t. True, its  lan
guage is sharper, m ore vigorous, m ore d irec t. 
I ts  position  is less am biguous, a lthough i t  too 
does no t name names o r place the re sp on s ib ility  
fo r , th e  present sta te  o f th in gs  where i t  belongs. 
I t  also fa ils  to take up the question o f Roosevelt’s 
“ separate reg im en t”  po licy by name, on ly  h in t
in g  a t  it .

I t  c e rta in ly  is no t a re v o lu tio n a ry  solution. 
A nd  ye t the re  is signed to i t  the name o f George 
Schuyler who, in c r it ic iz in g  the Ham pton Con
ference, said th a t on ly  a revo lu tiona ry  approach 
can solve the. N egro ’s problem s. Instead o f being 
revo lu tiona ry , as a m a tte r o f fac t, i t  contains a 
section ju s t as h a rm fu l to  the Negro as an y th in g  
pu lled o f f  a t H am pton .

N ot a Pro-Labor Resolution
T h a t is the section dea ling  w ith  labor, w h ich  

ca lls on the governm ent to  investiga te  labo r 
unions which by con s titu tion a l o r r itu a lis t ic  p ro 
v is ions bar Negroes fro m  g e ttin g  jobs. The C our
ie r  makes s t i l l  c leare r w h a t is m eant when i t  
says, “ we ca ll upon the A tto rney-G ene ra l o f the 
U n ite d  States to prosecute these racke teering  
unions under the prov is ions o f th a t (Sherm an 
A n ti-T ru s t)  la w ."

T h a t is, the conference called on the govern
m ent to end J im  C row ism  in  the unions, the ve ry  
same governm ent th a t shows its  approva l o f J im  
(Crowism  as a p r in c ip le  by its  J ja n tf ljf lg , o f the 
N e g ro  in the arm ed forces!

L e t us see w h a t the C ourie r’s proposal would 
accom plish:

1. I t  w i l l  g ive the governm ent (w h ich  dis
likes  both the unions and the Negroes) a handle 
to- en ter and break up the unions. W ill th is  be in 
the in te rests o f the N egro  people— or in  the in 
terests o f the ru lin g  c a p ita lis t class ( “ the very  
people who keep race pre jud ice a live ” , as Schuy
le r  pu t i t )  ?

2. I t  w i l l  g ive reac tiona ry , l i ly  w h ite  trade  
un ion leaders a handle to inc ite  w h ite  w orkers 
aga ins t the Negroes, fo r  they w ill be able to  say, 
‘‘Do- you see now w h y  we w a n t to keep Negroes 
ou t o f our unions? Because they are our enemies 
and are ca llin g  on the governm ent to  prosecute 
us and break us up.”  W ill th is  be in the in te r 
ests o f the N egro  people— o r in  the  in te rests o f 
the reactionaries who w a n t to  keep Negroes ou t 
o f the trade unions?

The one p o in t th a t d is tingu ished the Courier 
reso lu tion  a t H am pton was the fo llo w in g :

“ T h a t Negroes in  each com m unity  im 
m ed ia te ly  proceed to the organ iza tion  o f a De
fense Com m ittee, composed o f representatives o f 
loca l o rgan iza tions . . .  to  cooperate w ith  the  cen
t ra l com m ittee in W ashington, D.C., and w ith  the 
loca l a u tho ritie s .”  Said the C o u rie r: “ Once these 
o rgan iza tions have un ited  i t  is proposed th a t 
they, hold huge defense mass m eetings . . .  Rep
resentatives fro m  these un ited  organ izations 
would be selected to  a tten d ”  another conference 
planned fo r  W ash ing ton in  Janua ry  sh o rtly  a fte r  
the next Congress opens.

T h is  means th a t the C ourie r recognizes th a t 
action is necessary aga inst the J im  C row  system 
in  the a rm y, and th a t action by the local o r
ganizations, th a t is, by the masses, is necessary. 
In s o fa r as the  reso lution draw s a tte n tio n  to  these 
th ings , i t  serves the  in te rests  o f the Negro 
people.

B u t ju s t  because rea l action is necessary, the  
section o f the reso lu tion on the  trade  unions m ust 
be condemned, because i t  weakened i f  i t  d idn ’ t  
destroy, the p o ss ib ility  o f in c lud ing  the  trade  
unions in  the un ited fro n t.

The m a in  ob jection to  be made aga inst bo th 
the C ourie r and H am pton conferences, is th a t, 
w h ile  both ask fo r  the  correction  o f ce rta in  J im  
Crow  evils, they propose to- leave the con tro l o f 
m il i ta r y  t ra in in g  in  the hands o f the li ly -w h ite  
o ffice r caste.

I t  is a lready a law  th a t there sha ll be no d is 
c rim in a tio n  in  the armed forces— bu t since con
t ro l o f  m il ita ry  tra in in g  is in  the hands o f a m il i
ta ry  and governm enta l caste th a t w ants to  per
petuate J im  C row ism , d isc rim in a tio n  goes on.

The N a tio n a l Defense Commission has a l
ready la id  down the ru l in g  th a t the re  m ust be 
no d isc rim in a tio n  because o f race o r co lor in  the 
fac to ries  g e ttin g  w a r contracts, b u t because the 
bosses, who p ro fit  fro m  ra c ia l d iv is ion , con tro l 
both the fac to ries  and the Defense Commission, 
d isc rim in a tio n  goes on.

W h a t is needed the re fo re  is a system o f trade 
union con tro l o f m il i ta r y  tra in in g , to  p u t con tro l 
o f i t  in  the  hands o f the w o rkers  who have no th 
in g  to ga in  fro m  d isc rim ina tion . W h a t is needed 
in  ad d ition  is exp rop ria tio n  o f the w a r in du s tries  
and th e ir  opera tion under w o rke rs ’ con tro l to  pu t 
an end to  d isc rim in a tio n  in  indus try .

B y JO H N  G. W R IG H T
Stalin lias summoned a Party Conference to convene on 

February 15. 1041 according to an Associated Press dispatch 
daied Moscow, December 20. The curtly worded dispatch states 
that the agenda of this, the Eighteenth Party Conference, w ill be 
lim ited to two points: 1) Discussion of the Party's “ work in 
transport and industry” ; 2) “ Organizational questions.”

'I'lte mere calling of a Party Conference would in and of i t 
self constitute news of primary importance, and denote a major 
move on Stalin's part. It is the first Party Conference called in 
nine years. The preceding Conference—  the Seventeenth— took
place in January 1932. Coming 
Soviet developments, the signi
ficance of this call cannot be 
exaggerated.

I f  under Lenin the Party 
Conferences were milestones in 
the revolutionary history of the 
Bolshevik movement, then un
der Stalin every single one of 
the five Conferences already 
held was filled with a counter
revolutionary content.

In  L e n in ’s life tim e  twelve P arty  
Conferences were convened— the 
T w e lfth  and last in  August, 1922 
when he was gravely i l l .  The 
most famous of them is the A p r il 
Conference at w h ich Len in  pre
sented his “ A p r i l Theses.”  Since 
Len in  died, five Conferences were 
called and held p r io r  to  the one 
scheduled fo r February, 1941. 
Each of them  m arked a new stage 
in  the degeneration of the Russian 
Com m unist P a rty ; each one of 
them served S ta lin  to consolidate 
power more and more f irm ly  in 
his hands.

In  the firs t fo u r years a fte r Le 
n in ’s death— 1924-1927— three  P ar
ty  Conferences took place —  the

as it does on the. heels of recent
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 1

T h irteen th . Fourteenth, and F if 
teenth, a ll three under the banner 
of the strugg le against T ro tsky 
ism . The fifteenth P a rty  Confer
ence d ire c tly  paved the way for 
the expulsion o f the Le ft Opposi
tion  (T ro tsky is ts ) in  192”., and 
the exile of T ro tsky  to Alm a-Ata. 
Two years elapsed before the S ix
teenth P a rty  Conference was stag
ed —  th is  tim e  to organize the 
crush ing o f th e . r ig h t  w in g  led 
by B ukh a rin  and Rvkov (w ith  
whom S ta lin  had been a llie d ): 
and also to prepare fo r  a sh in  in  
Soviet economic policy. The S ix
teenth Conference convened in 
A p r i l 1929, the year w h ich rea lly  
m arks the inception ol' the F irs t 
F ive Year Plan.

There was a three year in te rva l 
before the Seventeenth P a rty  Con
ference convened in  January 1932, 
in  the very  m idst of a grave eco
nomic c ris is  in  the country , and 
an equally grave in te rna tiona l s it
ua tion— i t  was the c r it ic a l year 
of H it le r ’s rise  to power. The 
task of th is  Conference was to 
organize the crush ing o f opposi
t ion  a t home, and launch a drive

against Trotskyism  on an in te rna 
tiona l scale. In  February of the 
same year, T ro tsky  was o ffic ia lly  
deprived of Soviet c itizensh ip. “ A 
logica l consum m ation of the Sev
enteenth P arty  Conference”  (T ro t
sky).

A lthough in  the in te r im  two 
pa rty  Congresses have been held, 
S ta lin  lias re fra ined  from  using 
the edged weapon of “ Confer
ences." T ha t he has exhumed it 
from  his arsenal, coupled w ith  
the content of the  agenda fo r the 
com ing Conference, is om inously 
tell-ta le .

Since the passage o f the June 
2fi laws lengthen ing the w o rk  
week and p ro h ib itin g  Die workers 
from  leaving th e ir  places o f em
ployment, the pa rty  organizations 
have been under constant fire fo r 
th e ir  fa ilu re  to enforce th is  or 
tha t ukase in  the in te rm inab le  se
ries of ukases issued by the K rem 
lin  in  the last seven months. A 
silent purge o f the p a rty  ranks 
lias been going on fo r some tim e 
now, bu t lias obviously proved in 
adequate. lienee a “ discussion” 
is on tbe agenda o f Die Confer
ence on the question of the p a rty ’s 
role in  the economic life  of the 
country. The second po in t on the 
agenda, The O rganization Ques
tion. im p lies th a t there are sho rt
comings in  the ex is ting  organiz
ationa l set-up w h ich  obstruct the 
p a rty ’s "w o rk  in transport and in 
du s try ” —and therefore the pa rty  
m ust be most ce rta in ly  “ renovat
ed”  organizat ion a lly.

Never lias a Conference been 
held under S ta lin  not preceded by 
sayage repressions and a large-

senlo purge. S ta lin  w i l l  not break 
th is  precedent in  tbe eight weeks 
assigned fo r the "p repa ra tion " of 
the 1941 Conference. A m ajor su r
gical operation is now in  progress.

V IT A L  S E C TIO N  OF 
IN D U S T R Y  M IL IT A R IZ E D

The Conference call was issued 
on the same day tha t M arshall 
Timoshenko, head of the Red A r
my and V orosh ilov ’s successor, 
prom ulgated a sensational decree: 
The !Red A rm y  itse lf w i l l  run 
factories “ w h ich w il l  produce a r
tic les needed by the soldiers and 
in  th is  way ease the burden on 
in d u s try  as a whole. The soldiers 
themselves w i l l  m anufacture the 
a rtic les ”  (Jewish Day, December 
20. 1940).

I f  th is  report is true—and there 
is no ground for im pugn ing  its  
veracity, a lthough the news was 
apparently ignored by the big  m et
ropo litan  da ilies— it im p lies fa r 
more than an extension of the 
compulsory labor leg is la tion to the 
soldiers in the Red A rm y.

Tim oshenko’s decree— by order 
o f the K re m lin — m ilita rizes  a v i
tal section of Soviet in d u s try  —  
the defense in d u s try  w h ich has op
erated l'or years tinder a special 
Commissariat, and which produces 
a ll Die “ artic les  needed by sol
d iers”  from  boots to bombers. 
W hatever factories are taken over 
by tbe A rm y, these w ill then oper
ate under m il ita ry  d iscip line, 
w h ich in its  tu rn  has been recast 
under Tim oshenko to conform 
w ith  the d isc ip line  in  bourgeois 
arm ies. Fascist o r “ democratic.

There are m illio ns  of sk illed  
and unskilled  workers in  the A r -

m y o r in  the reserve. In  fact, 
p ra c tica lly  every ndult and able- 
bodied man in the Soviet Union 
is subject to m il ita ry  conscrip tion. 
Furtherm ore, youngsters of 17 
and even 16 are likew ise  liab le  to 
d ra ft. In  general, "ru n n in g  fac
tories w ith  soldiers”  presents on 
paper no great d ifficu ltie s . M il
lions can be conscripted on short 
order, subjected to a short bu t in 
tensive acquaintance w ith  the 
“ new”  arm y d isc ip line, and then 
assigned to factories to produce 
“ artic les  needed by sold iers”  un
der m il ita ry  ru les and regulations.

Even i f  the A rm y  does, not im 
m ediate ly take over so much as 
a s ingle factory, even one Dial 
is being constructed, the decree 
would s t i i l  mean th a t S ta lin  lias 
taken the f irs t and a ll- im p o rta n t 
step toward m ilita r iz in g  Soviet in 
dustry . The decisive po in t is that 
a ju r id ic a l basis fo r such m il i ta r 
iza tion  has already been estab
lished: There is no line  o f demar
cation between the w a r industries 
and "pence”  industries, especially 
in  the event o f ho s tilitie s . W heth
er S ta lin  w ill succeed o r not — 
tha t is another question.

The Conference ca ll, phis  the 
Tim oshenko - December decree. 
plus  a ll o f the preceding ukases 
po in t in con tro ve rtib ly  in  one d i
rec tion : The economic c ris is  in 
the Soviet Union instead of being 
m itiga ted has on the con tra ry 
been aggravated —  and carries 
w ith  i t  a d irect th rea t of passing 
in fo  a social and po litica l cris is 
o f S ta lin ’s regime, and of the So
v ie t Union.

December 20, 1940

Martinique: Two Negro Newspapers' Views
They D iffe r Only In  Their Choice O f Slavemasters For This Negro Colony

B y A L B E R T  P A R K E R
T ile  ru lin g  class of th is  country 

is p reparing to seize M artin ique, 
the French-“ owned”  colony w ith  
a population of a qu a rte r-m illion  
colored people.

The fate of M artin ique  should 
he o f v ita l in te rest to every Negro 
and w h ite  worker, fo r the. ques
tion  of Negro freedom in  the 
United States is very  much con
nected w ith  w hat happens to tile  
Negro people everywhere— in A f
rica, the West Indies, etc.

T h a t was w hy the Negroes here 
and everywhere were and are so 
concerned about the independence 
o f E th iop ia . We knew tha t the 
successful defeat, of the Fascist 
invasion of E th iop ia  would have 
been a blow at the bosses, tbe 
oppressors of the Negroes of a ll 
countries; th a t’s w hy  we of the 
Socia list W orkers P arty  support
ed E th iop ia ’s figh t fo r independ
ence.

F rom  th is  po in t o f view, let. us 
examine the ed ito ria ls  on M a rt i
nique which have been recently 
carried by tw o of the leading Ne
gro newspapers o f th is  country.

The B a ltim ore  Afro-Am erican  
ed ito ria l is  en titled , “ L e t’s Take 
M artin ique .”  When the w r i te r  says 
le t us, he means let the United 
States governm ent take it .  The 
argum ents o f the ed ito ria l are al-

onies out of good nature or con
cern fo r  th e ir  people’s we lfare— 
they take them to be able to ex
p lo it  them, and M artin ique  is a 
r ich  prize w h ich they w ill no more 
give up a fte r the war than they 
gave up the P h ilipp ines 40 years 
ago.

T H E  C O U R IE R  T A K E S  
A  D IF F E R E N T  S T A N D

The P ittsbu rg  Courier ed ito ria l 
takes a d iffe re n t position. A fte r 
m aking  clear tha t i t  has no sym
pathy fo r  Peta in o r the Nazis, Die 
ed ito ria l says: “ We ce rta in ly  view 
w ith  a larm  the projected grabbing 
o f M artin ique  by tbe United 
States presumably to foresta ll 
H it le r  . . . ”  I t  then expla ins that 
M artin ique  happens to be one of 
these few colonies where the na
tives do have some r ig h ts : 

“ T here  are 246,712 in ha b i
tan ts  o f M a rtin iq u e  and a ll bu t 
a hand fu l are Negroes or m ul- 
attoes. They vote, they have 
d irec t representation in  the 
French parliam ent, they serve 
w ith o u t d isc rim in a tio n  o r re 
s tr ic t io n  in  the French A rm y  
and N avy  where many have 
risen to  h igh rank. They have 
fre e ly  attended France’s best 
un ive rs ities  and have good lo
cal schools.

‘N o t a sing le  B r it is h  colony
most the same ones made by the 
Am erican cap ita lis ts, who have 
had experience “ ta k in g ”  other col
on ia l countries in  the past:

“ A s  long as France is tied  to  
H it le r ’s ap ron -s trings, i t  seems 
to  us th a t the U n ited  States 
ough t to  step in and take over 
the island fo r  the du ra tio n  of 
the war.

“ France couldn’ t  object. I t  
lies prostra te  under H it le r ’s 
heel. A f te r  the w a r is  over, i t  
can have its  is land back.

‘T h e re  is another reason 
why we should take M a r t in 
ique. I ts  250,000 people are 
poor and hungry . The B r it is h  
blockade has ru ined the  trade.

“ Uncle Sam can do them  a 
fa v o r and ge t r id  o f a lik e ly  
headache i f  he adopts these 
few  F rench-speaking colored 
fo lks  u n t il peace comes.”
In  o ther words, says the Afro- 

Am erican. W ashington should 
take the island because it  would 
be the best th in g  fo r Us natives.

They are poor and hungry, says 
the Afro-Am erican. B u t so are the 
people o f the o ther countries 
W ashington has “ taken.”  Just 
look a t Porto R ico! I ts  people 
were starved by Spain. Now 
they’ve been “ taken”  by the U n it
ed States fo r m ore than 40 years 
and— the A fro-A m erican  would 
scarcely deny i t — the people of 
Porto R ico have been poor and 
hungry throughout these years, 
and rem ain so.

And so fa r as “ adopting ’’ the 
islapd “ u n t il peace comes”  is con
cerned, th a t is a ch ild ish  joke. 
Tf tha t happened, i t  would be the 
firs t tim e in  its  h is to ry  th a t W ash
ington or London or Paris took 
over a sm all coun try  and then 
w illin g ly  le t i t  go. The bosses of 
th is  country don’t  take over col-

and endorsed W illk ie . And thus 
they l im it  the struggle to being 
J im  Crowed under one boss party  
or J im  Crowed under another.

The cap ita lis ts  and th e ir press 
say tha t the colored people in 
the colonies are not f it  to ru le  
themselves; tha t is w hy the im 
pe ria lis ts  m ust - run, th ings fo r 
them. T h is  is the same vicious 
lie  th a t they use in  th is  country 
to perpetuate segregation and 
d isc rim ina tion  against the Negro 
people.

W hat have the Courier and Die 
A fro  to say about th is? W hy do 
they reject th is  theory  fo r the Ne
groes in  the U n ited States and 
accept i t  fo r the Negroes in  Die" 
colonies? How can they accept 
“ w h ite  supremacy”  fo r the col
onies and log ica lly  answer / the 
advocates of “ w h ite  supremacy”  
in  th is  country? W hy did they de
mand the independence o f E th io 
pia and w hy don’t  they demand 
the independence of M artin ique? 
How can they log ica lly  demand 
i t  fo r  one, and not fo r the other?

I t  seems to us th a t these pa
pers which c la im  leadership in  the

fight fo r equal r ig h ts  fo r the Ne
gro people “ in  a ll spheres o f l i fe ”  
have some exp la in ing  to do to 
th e ir  readers.

As fo r us of the Socialist ’W ork
ers P arty, we take a view en tire ly  
d iffe re n t from  those of Die Courier 
and the Afro-Am erican  on th is 
question.

We are against the “ w h ite  su
premacy”  theory everywhere, in 
th is  coun try  and in  t ile  colonies.

We are against the “ lesser e v il” 
theory, we are against a ll k inds 
o f s lavery and d isc rim ina tion , in 
th is  coun try  and in the colonies.

We don’t w ant France to get 
back “ its  is land,”  as the Afro- 
Am erican  calls it ,  because they 
would keep the people in  slavery 
and oppression.

We don’t w an t the Nazis to get 
it ,  because they would keep its  
people in  s lavery and oppression.

We don’t w ant the United States 
to “ take”  it .  because they would 
keep its  people in  slavery and op
pression.

M artin ique should belong to the 
people of M artin ique .

But, the “ p rac tica l”  ed itors of 
the C ourie r and the A ¡ro -A m eri
can may say w ith  a patron iz ing 
smile, “ how can the people of th is 
sm all island possible keep from  
being taken over by one o r othei 
ol' the im p e ria lis t countries?”

To these “ p rac tica l”  people, we 
answer: The people of M artin ique 
may not be able to free themsel
ves at, th is  moment. B u t that's 
no reason fo r you “ spokesmen of 
the Negro”  to endorse one o r an
o ther slavemaster fo r  M artin ique !

The firs * step on the road to 
freedom fo r M artin ique— and foi 
the colored people everywhere— 
is first, of a ll not to praise any 
slavemaster bu t to declare one
self against a ll slavemasters. Dc 
tha t— and you w i l l  find powerful 
a llies: the revo lu tiona ry  white 
workers. Tom orrow, hand in 
hand w ith  these allies, you w ill 
find your way to the leadership 
o f a ll the oppressed everywhere, 
“ We are many, they are few.”  On 
th is  road— and on ly on th is  road 
—shall we a ll, black and w h ite  
find freedom.

or A m erican dependency is as 
free  as black M artin ique , and 
we shudder when we contem p
la te  w hat Negrophobic U . S. 
naval ru le  w i l l  mean to  th is  
l i t t le  Eden.

“ Under A m erican ru le, M a r
tin iqu e  would have no rep re 
sentation in  Congress, its  sons 
and daughters would be barred 
from  a Jafge num ber o f m a in 
land un ivers ities, and its  sons 
would be v ic iously  d isc rim in 
ated aga inst in -th e  armed fo rc 
es and defense industries .”
“ So,” , concludes the P ittsburgh 

Courier, “ fo r the sake of M a rt i
nique’s dark Sons and daughters, 
we hope i t  w i l l  rem ain under 
French ru le .”

Let's pass over, w ith o u t the re
fu ta tio n  it  deserves, the Courier's 
p ic tu re  of " l i t t le  Eden.”  I t ’s true 
tha t France com m its less fo rm a l 
d isc rim in a tio n  against Negroes as 
Negroes; France m istreats a ll her 
colonials regardless of color!

Le t’s get to the m ain po in t. The 
A fro-A m erican  wants M artin ique  
ruled by Am erica: the Courier 
wants i t  ru led  by France. The 
two opin ions may seem d iffe re n t; 
at bottom, however, they are very 
much a like. They share in  com 
mon the theory of “ the lesser 
e v i l : ”  since you’ve got to be a 
slave, you m ight as well p ick 
yourself the “ best”  and “ k indest”  
master. Both take i t  fo r granted 
tha t M artin ique  m ust "be long”  to 
someone, i. e., someone other than 
the people o f M artin ique.

T h is  a ttitud e  is not new to 
e ithe r paper. They both employed 
i t  qu ite  consistently in  the elec
tion  campaign ju s t concluded 
Both had endorsed Roosevelt in  
1936, and repudiated the Repub 
liean P arty . Both became dis 
gusted w ith  Roosevelt th is  year,

The ch ie f feature in the Dec. 
issue o f Die Saturday Evening  

Post is the d ia ry  o f a B r it is h  sta ff 
officer d u rin g  the B a ttle  of France. 
The details be gives constitu te  an 
a n n ih ila tin g  in d ic tm e n t o f the 
French bourgeoisie and its  general 
sta ff. B lind , fatuous, complacent, 
s tup id, lack ing  in te lligence and 
im agination, cow ard ly— the bour
geois “ democracy”  of France 
emerges from  th is  o fficer’s d ia ry  
shorn o f every c la im  to any sta
ture.

B ut the p ic tu re  is too damning. 
The bourgeois "dem ocracy”  of 
France was exactly Die same k ind 
of ru lin g  class w h ich  s t i l l  rules 
in  B r ita in  and the U n ited States. 
Therefore Die au thor— perhaps at 
the suggestion o f bis publisher— 
casts about to find a s tr ik in g  de
ta il w h ich  w il l  enable h im  to 
make the s itua tion  of the French 
rulers! d iffe ren t from  tha t in  B r i
ta in  and the United States. He 
cannot find i t  because i t  does not 
exist.

Whereupon he invents it .  I t  ap
pears out of a, clear sky at the 
end o f h is a rtic le :

“ General Georges was asked 
po in t-b lank w hy the  promised 
countera ttack had no t been de
livered. I l is  lia ison o ffice r 
spoke fo r  him  and answered 
th a t the general could no t g ive 
orders so fa r  in  advance o f the 
inc lina tions  o f the d iv is ion. 
T h is  was an eye-opener, and i t  
is on ly now th a t i t  is b rough t 
home to  me th a t the fo rm a 
t io n  o f soldiers’ committees, 
regularized in  the French arm y 
in  1936 by B lu m ’s regim e, have

so fa r  underm ined d isc ip line .”
T h is  is a lie made of whole 

clo th . B lum  did not “ regularize" 
sold iers’ committees in  1936, or 
any other tim e. Not on ly B lunt, 
bu t every p a rty  in  the Popular 
F ron t— in c lud in g  the S ta lin is ts— 
denounced the T ro tsky is ts , who 
were the on ly pa rty  th a t demand
ed the fo rm a tio n  o f sold iers’ com
m ittees. S tilt  less were there sol
d ie rs ’ committees in  May, 1940, 
when even the modest gains of 
the workers in the factories had 
been com plete ly wiped ou t by the 
French government.

Soldiers’ committees w o u l d  
mean the beginning o f real democ
racy. France was no t a democratic 
regime but a m il ita ry  d ic ta to rsh ip  
in  1910. Precisely because there 
was uo real democracy, the 
m orale of the French arm ies was 
soon shattered.

Gentlemen of the Saturday E v
ening Post: We brand you as pub
lishers (and perhaps d irec t in s t i
gators) o f a crude fabrication. 
You did it de liberate ly, in  order 
to obscure the real lesson of 
France. You did it  in  order to 
blame the French w o rk in g  class 
fo r the fa ll of F i ance, wnen every 
th in g  else in tha t very d ia ry  
which you publish shows conclu 
s ive ly tha t France fe ll because its  
rotten, degenerate bourgeois de
mocracy was too im potent to de- 
1 end France.

Had soldiers' com m ittees’ existed 
] in  Die French arm y, they would 
never have perm itted  the cap itu 
la tion to H itt le r .  I t  was precisely 
in  order to prevent the appearance 
o f sold iers’ committees and a ll

th a t they s ig n ify , t l ig t  General 
Weygand insisted that the F iench 
government surrender. The gov
ernment s t i l l  had great resources 
a t its  disposal fo r  m il ita ry  pu r
poses. P aris  could have been de
fended, as well as the south or 
France. And even i f  tha t fe ll, 
the arm ies could have retreated to 
N o rth  A fr ic a  and continued the 
war.

B u t W eygand and the rest or 
the general s ta ff understood what 
con tinua tion  of the w ar under 
those conditions meant. A fte r the 
te rr ib le  defeats in  the N o rth  of 
France, the masses could see just 
w hat s tu ff th e ir  ru l in g  class was 
made of. B u t at th a t po in t the 
ru lin g  class would have to appeal 
to these masses. To continue the 
strugg le required m ob iliz ing  these 
masses to bu ild  barricades and 
trenches on the o u tsk irts  o f Paris, 
tu rn  every house in to  a fortress, 
defend every street.

“ I t  m ust not come to tha t,”  said 
General W eygand—as was au thor
ita tiv e ly  reported at the tim e, and 
has never been denied. Weygand 
likened the s itua tion  to th a t ot 
Russia in 1917, and feared the 
com ing o f a w orkers ’ revo lu tion  
i f  the w ar continued. “ I t  must 
not come to tha t.”  R ather than 
tha t, he and the French “ democ
racy”  pre ferred to tu rn  France 
over to H ille r .

Such are the indisputab le facts. 
The crude b it of fo rgery in  the 
Saturday E ven ing Post is de liber
ate ly designed to b lu r over these 
facts, which damn bourgeois de
mocracy not on ly in  France but 
wherever i t  exists.
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A  Midwesterner Is 
Flabbergasted By 
The New New York

B y  A R T  P R EIS
I've  ju s t sat through m ost o f a two-day con- 

vention of Die New York D is tr ic t of the Socia list 
W orkers Party . I ’ ve come away w ith  the im 
pression that maybe I've had an attack o f amnesia 
and accidenta lly wandered o ff io  m y old b a iliw ic k  
ou t in the m id-west, where a p a r ty  ga the ring  has 
always meant a ga thering  of workers.

W hen I  firs t entered Die convention ha ll, I  was 
struck by a f la r in g  banner, “ Beat M inneapolis 111 
The Fund D rive : Quota 31000 Each.”

Now, I know the New Y ork  local from  the old 
days, when a sign like  that would have wound me 
up w ith  taped ribs  lro m  laugh ing  so hard. The 
idea of New Y o rk ’s d ile ttan tes cha lleng ing M in 
neapolis teamsters to an y th in g ! But t ilin g s  have 
changed.

F rom  start to fin ish th is  was a w orkers ’ con
vention. In  its  com position and in its  serious con
cen tra tion  upon the problems of the w o rk ing  class 
th is  convention reflected the fac t tha t the New 
Y o rk  section o f the p a r ty  has a t la s t overcome 
the poison o f its  pe tti-bou rgeo is  past and is 
spreading deep roo ts in to  fe r t i le  p ro le ta ria n  soil.

A lm o s t the en tire  tw o  days were devoted to  
reports and discussion on trade un ion problems; 
to the re c ita l o f experiences in the organized labo r 
movem ent; to p lann ing  the pa rty 's  program  fo r 
advancing Die p rinc ip les  of m il ita n t  class-struggle.

A ctive  un ion figh ters in  the food, m aritim e , 
sh ip -bu ild ing , e lectrica l and radio, garm ent and 
other indus tries  spoke. T h e ir reports painted a 
graph ic and liv in g  p ic tu re  o f the w orkers ’ s trug 
gles in  the New Y ork area, a p ic tu re  made rea l 
because these delegates are a v ita l pa rt o f these 
struggles.

Gone are the phrase-mongers, bohemians, and 
fake in te llec tua ls . Gone w ith  the wind-bags,— 
the petty-bourgeois sp litte rs  of last A p r il.  In  
th e ir  place are loyal and serious-minded workers 
s tr iv in g  to plunge themselves deeper and deeper 
in to  Die task of o rgan iz ing  and lead ing the w o rk 
ing  class to the conquest o f power.

Who’s JVho Note In New York
Over ’>0 per¡cent o f the New Y ork  p a rty  mem

bers are, active trade, un ionists. 35 percent o f the 
New Y ork  p a rty  members are concentrated in  the 
three huge and v ita l industries, food, e lec trica l 
m anufactu ring  and m arine transport.

A n add itiona l sizeable sector of the p a rty  are 
w orkers in  trades and industries as yet unorgan
ized. These, taken together w ith  those in  organ
ized trades, make a p a rty  membership th a t is 
decisively p ro le ta rian  in  character. A complete 
reversal of the cond ition  tha t existed ju s t e igh t 
months ago under Die dom ination  of the petty- 
bourgeois play-boys!’

A day and a h a lf of lis te n in g  to reports d is
tille d  fro m  the d a ily  experiences o f the class 
strugg le lias convinced me th a t the_ old days' of 
phoney gab-fests tha t passed fo r an SW T conven
tion  in New Y ork are ended— but de fin ite ly !

One in c iden t w h ich occurred d u rin g  Die con-’ 
vention deserves special m ention. Two fo rm er 
SWP members from  G loversville , N. Y „  w orkers  
who had been m isled tem p o ra rily  in lo  the ranks 
o f the petty-bourgeois opposition a t the tim e o f 
the sp lit, paid a v is it  to Die convention. They 
had ju s t come from  a ca ll on the so-called W o rk 
ers P arty .

“ B u t we couldn’t find any w orkers there,”  they 
explained, “ So we’ve q u it them .”

A  few hours in  attendance a t our convention 
revealed enough rea l live  w orkers. They asked 
fo r  re-adm ittance in to  the SWP and were im m e
d ia te ly  welcomed by vote of the convention.

Watch Their Smoke, Minneapolis!
Every phase of p a rty  a c tiv ity  came in  fo r  

thorough discussion. A  v igorous d rive  was made 
on the question of bu ild in g  the mass c ircu la tio n  
o f the p a rty  press. Real plans were ou tlined ; 
and they won’t  be pigeon-holed either, lik e  in  the 
old days.

I m ight nol have believed it ,  i f  I  hadn’t  seen 
i t  w ith  m y own eyes. B u t I ’m here to te ll the 
M inneapolis comrades not to take lig h t ly  the New 
York challenge about, beating them in  the T ro tsky  
M em oria l Fund D rive . .Stop reading last year’s 
newspapers, M inneapolis. You’re not. con fron ting  
Bronx H ill-b illies. You’re up against p ro le ta rian  
fighters. And they’ re no t k id d in g !

W ar Against Fascism
W inston  C h u rc h ill’s broadcast to  I ta ly  on 

M onday shows exac tly  to w h a t exten t th is  is  &( 
“ w a r aga inst fascism .”  The fa sc is t reg im e o f  
I ta ly  is in d iff ic u lt ie s  as a resu lt o f  the  defeats ' 
in  Greece and E g y p t; the masses do n o t w a n t 
the w a r; they are beg inn ing to  res is t the reg im e. 
W hereupon C h u rc h ill seizes the o p p o rtu n ity  to  
. . .  w h itew ash the Ita lia n  roya l house, the Pope, 
the a rm y  o ffic ia ldom , i.e., K ttsso lin i’s co llabora te  
ors and accomplices d u rin g  these la s t eighteen: 
years.

C h u rch ill blames Ita lia n  p a rtic ip a tio n  in  the ' 
w a r on “ one man,”  M ussolin i. T h a t has as much? 
t ru th  as saying th a t C h u rch ill alone is respons
ib le fo r  B r it is h  pa rtic ip a tio n . I f  on ly  M ussolin i) 
wanted the w a r, w hy d idn ’t  the roya l house and' 
the a rm y  general s ta f f  p reven t i t?  I f  the y  calf, 
stop the w a r now, the y  could have prevented it-isj 
beginning. C h u rch ill appears to be ta lk in g  non-| 
sense.

B u t he isn ’t .  He is say ing : “ Boys, i f  you ’l  
leave M usso lin i in  the lu rch  and come over to  m j 
side, I ’l l  he lp you m a in ta in  you r ru le — o f w h ic l 
M usso lin i was on ly  the  f ro n t  man— and as |  
token o f m y  help in keeping you in  power. I  art 
m ak ing  th is  speech w h itew ash ing  you.”  A nd  th ij 
is the w a r aga inst fascism !

Stalin Calls “Party” Conference
W ill, Like A ll Previous Ones, Be Preceded By Mass Purge

A Crude Lie About France In  
The Saturday Evening Post
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FIGHT WITH THE 
SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY

ON THE WAR FRONT:
For:
1. M ilitary training of workers, financed by the gov

ernment, under control of the trade unions.
2. The establishment of special officers’ training 

camps, financed by the government and controlled 
by the trade unions, to train workers to become 
officers.

3. Confiscation of all war profits— all company books 
to be open for trade union inspection.

4. Expropriation of all war industries and their 
operation under workers’ control.

5. Trade union wages for all workers drafted into the 
army.

6. Full equality for Negroes in the armed forces— 
Down with Jim Crowism.

7. An end to secret diplomacy.
8. A peoples’ referendum on any and all wars.

AT HOME:
For:
1. A job and decent living for every worker.
2. Thirty-thirty— $30 weekly minimum wage— 30 

hour weekly maximum for all workers on all jobs.
3. $30 weekly old age and disability pension.
4. Full social, political and economic equality for the 

Negro people.
5. Workers Defense Guards against vigilante and 

fascist attacks.
6. A twenty-billion dollar Federal public works and 

housing program to provide jobs for the unem- '  
ployed.

7. Expropriate the Sixty Families.
8. An Independent Labor Party based on the Trade 

Unions.
9. A Workers’ and Farmers’ Government.

Murray' s Program
President Phillip Murray of the CIO has sent 

to Roosevelt a proposal for "maintaining contin
uous production" on war orders. The essence of 
the plan is, labor-employer boards in each industry.

We are quite well aware of such differences as 
exist between the outlook of Murray and John L. 
Lewis on the one hand, and W illiam  Green and 
Sidney Hillman on the other. The main d iffe r
ence is on the question of industrial unionism and 
on that question, as we have often pointed out, we 
stand with Murray and Lewis against Green and 
Hillman. But on the question of “ national de
fense" we find that all these four gentlemen sec 
eye to eye with each other.

What does Green say? Addressing the quad
rennial convention of the Carpenters recently he 
declared: “ We maintain that labor should be rep
resented on every board created by this govern
ment for the promotion of our defense program."

What does Hillman say? A t the CIO national 
convention Murray declared that there should be 
a labor-employer board in every industry— sub
stantially the same proposal that Murray now has 
made offic ia lly to Roosevelt. Hillman answered 
him : “ We are starting on the course suggested by 
M u rra y .. .  I f  it is the suggestion we set up de- 

Jense industries commissions, we are on the way. 
W'e arc right now setting it up in the shipbuilding 
industry and there w ill be an equal representation 
o f labor and industry on that particular commis
sion . . .  We expect to do that in the aircraft in
dustry as soon as we set it up in shipbuilding, and 
there w ill be representatives of labor.”

And on November 30, Hillman announced the 
setting up of a “ shipbuilding stabilization com- 
iinittee”  along that line. And there’s no reason to 
cloubt that before he, Knudsen and Roosevelt are 
’■finished, they w ill have such committees in every 
■industry. W hy not? I t ’s all to the advantage of 
the employers and their government.

|  So what’s the difference in views among H ill

man, Green, Murray and Lewis on this basic ques
tion? None that’s visible to the naked eye.

Their proposal is as false as would be the pro
posal to give half the seals on a union executive 
board to the bosses. It's as false as would be a pro
posal for setting up compulsory arbitration boards. 
As a matter of fact, H illm an’s actual boards—first 
in shipbuilding, then elsewhere— constitute a major 
step in the direction of compulsory arbitration.

We know that M urray and Lewis don’t  like the 
anti-labor consequences of such boards. Yet, re
luctantly, without enthusiasm, Lewis and Murray 
ended up by proposing to Roosevelt the formation 
of such boards. That was inevitable, given the pre
sent political outlook of Murray and Lewis. They 
had to lake some stand on the questions arising out 
of war production. Only two main positions were 
possible. Either they could, like Hillman and 
Green, agree to class- collaboration w ith the bosses 
and their government. Or they could declare them
selves firm ly as the defenders of the interests of 
the working class against the bosses and their gov
ernment. One or the other! The issue is now posed 
on a razor edge and can’t be evaded.

So Murray and Lewis have taken the same 
stand as Hillman and Green. Because to take the 
opposite stand means to launch the labor move
ment on the road of independent political action, 
on the road of a Labor Party. Because it  would 
mean that the working class should itself become 
the power and the government of the country. 
That’s the only real alternative to the Judas role 
of Hillman and Green. Everything in their past 
and present, however, keeps Murray and Lewis 
from adopting that alternative.

But the workers of the CIO don’t have that 
kind of past and present. Their catastrophic ex
periences with the 1 lillman-Green-Murray-Lewis 
position w ill inevitably drive these workers, for 
their very salvation, to the road of independent 
labor action.

A F L  Bourbons
The A FL bureaucracy, like the Bourbons, 

learns nothing and forgets nothing. Its conception 
of a good union man still is a fellow in one of the 
sheltered and well-paying crafts who has worked 
at the same trade for fo rty  years in the same town. 
This stupid conception remains untouched by the 
11-year catastrophic crisis which drove millions 
upon millions from their trades and their towns. 
It remains impervious to the inspiring fact that 
the trade union movement has more than doubled 
its membership in the last few years, and that the 
new members are the most m ilitant and now con
stitute the backbone of the labor movement.

How all this passes by the dull mind of an A FL 
bureaucrat is shown in the Dec. 17 issue of the 
AFL Weekly News Service, in the column of 
its editor, Philip Pearl, lie  brazenly undertakes 
to defend the $300 initiation fee charged by the 
Washington, D. C. local of the International 
Brotherhood ojj Electrical Workers, against the 
complaint o f a worker:

“ In the first place, the only reason this migrant 
worker sought to join the union was because he 
couldn’t get the (army construction) job other
wise.”  Note that smug, contemptuous reference to 
a “ migrant” worker. Workers who have to migrate 
are just scum to Mr. Pearl. “ I f  he had enough 
skill to qualify him to become a member, the prob
abilities are that he acquired his skill working in 
scab shops as a non-union man.”  So what, Mr. 
Pearl? Five million good union men were non
union men five years ago— and today they're bet
ter union men than you are.

But then Mr. Pearl gels down to the meat of 
the thing. " The chief reason for in itiation fees is 
to keep new members out when there are not 
enough jobs to go around, fo r the members already 
in .”  11 is idea of a union is a job trust. Keep all 
the jobs for “ our”  boys, and to hell w ith every
body else. To add insult to in jury, after keeping 
the others out Mr. Pearl calls them men who 
“ acquired their skill working in scab shops.”

Mr. Pearl's policy meant, concretely, during 
the years of mass unemployment, to drive out of 
the unions the unemployed who couldn’t keep up 
their dues, and to keep the unemployed out of the 
union. It meant to set up an impassable barrier 
between the employed and the unemployed, p it
ting one against the other.

Precisely such a policy, pursued by the the 
Social Democratic leaders of the German trade 
unions, served to drive the desperate unemployed 
into the arms of Hitler.

Fortunately, the CIO industrial union move
ment has grasped the importance of uniting em
ployed and unemployed and bringing all into the 
unions. Fortunately, too, some AFL unions don’t 
set up impassable barriers against interested work
ers. But this Bourbon outlook of the A FL bureauc
racy can still do great damage to the American 
labor movement.

Anaconda Copper Trust 
Hits The Jackpot Again

It's Just Like It wos In 1917—The Sky's The 
Limit— It's Nice To Have Friends In Washington

The Anaconda Copper M in ing  
Company, and its  subsid iaries, 
which lias a v ir tu a lly  complete 
monopoly on the ownership and 
production o f a ll copper in the 
United States, and contro ls no less 
than 60 percent of the w orld  sup
ply. announced a consolidated net 
p ro fit of $24,241,675 fo r the firs t 
nine m onths of 1940. This is more 
than a 100 percent pa in  in  pro fits 
over the 1939 corresponding pe
riod.

I t  is obvious tha t the Copper 
T rus t is con tinu ing  and even bet
te rin g  its  p ro fiteering  record of 
the last war. Anaconda Copper in 
nine months o f 1940 made $3,438,- 
805 more p ro fit than i t  did for 
the whole of 1918. The net take 
fo r 1918 was $20,802,870. By the 
end of the present year, the tota l 
copper pro fits w ill fa r surpass the 
1917 to ta l of *25,203,751.

W hat th is  monumental p ro fit
eering rea lly  means in term s of 
the in fluence o f the Copper T rust 
over the present A dm in is tra tion  
can on ly  be realized when we con
sider how Anaconda Copper garn
ered its  lesser pro fits du ring  
W orld W ar No. 1.

TO O L OF TRUSTS 
H E A D S  W A R  BO ARD

Heading the W ar Indus tries  
Board, w h ich had d ic ta to ria l con
tro l o v e r 'a ll indus try  and govern
ment purchasing d u rin g  the last 
war, was Bernard M. Baruch. 
Baruch was a speculator in cop
per stocks who was given his 
s ta rt in  the brokerage business 
by James Keene, a confidentia l 
broker fo r J. I \  Morgan and

Company. Baruch made his f irs t 
big pile in  the Amalgamated Cop
per m anipu la tions o f the Morgan- 
contro lled N a tiona l C ity  Bank out 
of which came the Anaconda Cop
per tru s t. In  1904. Baruch be
came a confidentia l broker fo r  the 
Guggenheim in terests w h ich had 
con tro l o f Anaconda Copper. As 
cha irm an o f the W ar Industries 
Board, th is  tool of Morgan and 
Guggenheim . spent governm ent 
funds a t the rate of $10,000,000,- 
000 annually.

Baruch was ab ly assisted in  
cleaning up fo r the copper trus t 
by John D. Ryan, president of 
the Anaconda Copper Corporation, 
who was Assis tant Secretary of 
W ar under Woodrow W ilson, and 
head of the copper buying com
m ittee  of the W ar Industries  
Board.

A fte r the war the House of Rep
resentatives set up a special com
m ittee, headed by W illia m  J. G ra
ham of I llin o is , to investigate tiie  
war-profits scandals. The evidence 
of th is  com m ittee fills  21 massive 
volumes, and includes overwhelm 
in g  proof of the gra ft, corruption  
and g igan tic  th ievery of Anaconda 
Copper in  con junction w ith  the 
government.

H O W  T H E Y  S Q U E E ZE D  
T H E  G O V E R N M E N T

Among the find ings of the Gra
ham com m ittee was the fact tha t 
ju s t two weeks before W ilson sent 
h is w ar message to Congress on 
A p r il 2, 1917, Ryan and Baruch 
had arranged a monopoly combi
na tion of a ll copper producers to 
sell to the governm ent 45,000,000 
pounds of copper, an indispensable

war m ateria l, fo r  16 2-3 cents a 
pound.. The combine was known 
as United M e ta ls 'S e lling  Compa
ny, w ith  Ryan as president. From 
th is  combine, the governm ent d u r
ing  the w ar bought 523,338,735 
pounds of copper of a to ta l o f 592,- 
258,674 pounds purchased.

The average cost of producing 
copper, according to the Graham 
com m ittee’s findings, was 8 to 12 
cents per pound. B ut by October 
15, 1917, when the government 
made its  second great copper p u r
chase of the war, the price charg
ed was 23% cents, and advanced 
to 26 cents by June 15, 1918. Cop
per pro fits ranged from  33 to more 
than 200 percent.

From  1916 to 1920, the Navy De
pa rtm ent d id  tremendous pu rch
asing, in c lud in g  a great deal of 
copper. The Assistant Secretary 
of the Navy, who had continuous 
im portan t dealings w ith  Baruch 
and Ryan, was a young fe llow  
named F ra n k lin  D. Roosevelt.

T iie  press on Tuesday, Novem
ber 26 of th is  year gives fro n t 
page notice to the fac t tha t Roos
eve lt had “ lunch”  w ith  Baruch 
ju s t p r io r  to an im p o rtan t special 
secret •conference of t iie  President 
w ith  the heads o f the W ar and 
Navy departm ents and tiie  Na
tiona l Defense Commission. A l
though the present incred ib le pro
fits of Anaconda Copper are e v i
dence enough, th is  luncheon tftte- 
iu te te  tops o ff the proof tha t Roos
evelt is not fo rg e ttin g  h is old- 
tim e friends lik e  Barney Baruch.

So much fo r Anaconda, the 
same story can be to ld  about a ll 
the other big trusts. W ar— it's  
w onderfu l—fo r the fa t cats.

Latin-American Masses 
Fear Uncle Sam's "Aid"

By Q U E B R A C H O
BU E N O S  A IR E S  (B y  M a il)—  

The announcement in New Y ork  
th a t the U ruguayan  governm ent 
was p repa ring  to  consider con- 
s truc tion  o f a ir  and naval bases 
a t the m outh o f the Rio de la 
P la ta, in connivance w ith  the 
U n ited  States, produced a sensa
tion  in  th is  p a rt o f the continent.

In  a recent in te rpe lla tion  in  
I he Uruguayan Senate, Foreign 
M in is te r Guani said th a t already 
in  June a U . S. m il ita ry  commis
sion had vis ited Uruguay to sur
vey favorable sites fo r  bases. Y et 
nobody here knew o f the ex is t
ence o f th is  com m ission; on ly 
now has the U ruguayan govern
m ent said a word about it .  W hat 
is more: every rum or concern
ing  th is  po ss ib ility  o f such bases 
— rum ors which always came 
fro m  the U n ited States— have 
been ca tegorica lly  denied by Cor
dell H u ll and the South Am erican 
governm ents. The game is now 
c lea r: these rum ors were launch
ed as tr ia l balloons in  order to 
accustom the people o f our coun
tr ies  to  the idea o f hav ing  Y an
kee im peria lism  ins ta lled  in a 
series o f G ib ra lta rs  in  South 
Am erica.

Despite th is  preparation the 
announcement now made about 
pro jected bases at. the m outh o f 
the Rio de la P lata, a few  m iles 
from  Buenos A ire s  and M ontevi
deo and co n tro llin g  the most v ita l 
zone o f the South A tla n tic , has 
deeply moved our people. The in 
num erable organs o f p u b lic ity  
contro lled by Yankee im peria lism  
— which are operated here in 
t r u ly  am azing number, increas
ing  a ll the tim e— have exhausted 
a ll methods to convince the 
masses o f the necessity o f in 
s ta llin g  such bases aga inst the 
“ Nazi danger” , and th a t the bas
es w i l l  be b u ilt  “ w ithout, a ffe c t
ing in  any w ay the sovere ignty 
o f the countries involved.”  In  
spite o f a ll th is  propaganda, th e  
uneasiness o f tiie  public cannot 
be soothed away, even though 
th is  uneasiness o ften fears to  ex
press its e lf  because i t  doesn’t

w an t to appear as a pa rtisan  o f 
N azi-fascism .

The press and organ izations 
here which serve the A x is  powers 
have o f course hastened to- raise 
a g a i n  th e ir  “ a n ti- im p e r ia lis t”  
banner, f i l l in g  th is  c ity  w ith  post
ers aga inst the cession o f these 
bases, accusing the U ruguayan 
governm ent o f “ treason,”  and 
po in tin g  to the danger o f pe r
m it t in g  Yankee im peria lism  to 
con tro l the m outh o f the R io de 
la P la ta .

The Chilean governm ent lias 
fe lt  i t  necessary to  declare th a t 
i t  is no t considering the possib il
i t y  o f ceding bases to the U n ited 
States, w h ile  a representa tive  o f 
o ff ic ia l circ les has declared h im 
se lf f la t ly  opposed to such ces
sions.

F o r its  p a rt, the U ruguayan 
Senate, a fte r  in te rp e lla tin g  M in 
is te r Guani, made a declaration 
s im ila r  to th a t o f Chile, a lthough 
in th is  case the action loses much 
o f its  w e ig h t since it. was in 
spired by the “ H e rre r is ta ”  pa rty , 
which is  linked to N azi-fascism . 
(Since th is  a rtic le  was w ritte n , 
the three H e rre r is ta  m in is te rs  
have resigned fro m  the U rugauy- 
an cab inet in pro test aga ins t the 
negotia tions fo r  bases.— E d ito r.)

T h e A rge n tin e  governm ent 
has as ye t said no th ing, a lthough 
i t  is known here th a t acceptance 
o f the plans fo r  “ continenta l de
fense” — i.c., cession o f bases on 
the southern coast, in  Patagonia 
— is the condition demanded fo r  
g ra n tin g  the $100,000.000 loans 
and arrangem ents fo r  commerce, 
now being negotiated in  W ash
ing ton  by ou r Prcbisch m ission. 
I f  th a t condition is agreed to, 
there w i l l  be a g re a t pub lic  ou t
cry, especially in the a rm y  and 
navy, w h ich m ay w e ll be taken 
advantage o f by the N azi-fascists.

However, e ve ry th in g  indicates 
th a t W a ll S tree t is go ing to move 
w ith  extrem e caution and ad
vance on ly  l i t t le  by l i t t le  its  plan 
fo r  economic and m il ita ry  dom 
ina tion  o f South A m erica . C or
dell H u ll has declared fo r  the 
hundredth tim e th a t the proposed 
bases w i l l  no t a ffe c t the  sov

e re ig n ty  o f the South Am erican 
countries. The bases would be un 
der the con tro l o f the  South 
A m erican countries w h ich  would 
construct them, and w hich would, 
on ly  in case o f ex te rna l aggres
sion, p u t them  a t the d isposition 
o f the o ther nations o f the con
tinen t, inc lud ing , fo rsoo th , the 
U n ited  States. In  re tu rn , the 
South Am erican warsh ips would 
be able to u tiliz e  the bases o f 
the U n ited  States— I  needn’t  un
derline the com ical aspect o f th is  
“ in re tu rn .”

When a ll fac to rs  are taken in 
to  consideration, i t  is easy to see 
tha t, in  sp ite  o f the g re a t un
easiness shown by the people a t 
the announcement about the bas
es. the p ro je c t w il l go fo rw a rd . 
T h a t is a lready stated by General 
Ba ldom ir, P resident o f U ruguay, 
in sp ite  o f the c o n tra ry  ro te  in 
the Senate.

The eve r-g rea te r cam paign o f 
the “ dem ocra tic”  press o f th is  
continent, in  the service o f Y a n 
kee im peria lism , w i l l  make in 
roads in convincing pub lic  op in 
ion th a t opposition to these plans 
is the exclusive w o rk  o f to ta l i
ta ria n  propaganda and th a t a ll 
those w ho don’t  support i t  are 
members o f the “ f if th  colum n.”  
In  th is  w ay they w i l l  be able to 
castrate, fo r  the present, the pat
r io tic  im pulse o f the South Am e
rican people. In  th is  w ay they 
w il l  s t if le  the voice o f the revo
lu tio n a ry  w orkers  by id e n tify in g  
them  w ith  N azi-fascism  and d is
cred ited S ta lin ism . And tile  South 
Am erican people w il l  accept w ith  
clenched teeth, as a “ lesser e v il” , 
l he open o r cove rt in s ta lla tio n  o f 
Y a n k e e  im peria lism  on our 
coasts.

U n ti l they awake to the re 
a liza tion  th a t, th rough  the treas
on o f th e ir  govern ing classes, 
th is  step means the cha in ing o f 
our peoples to the  w a r m achine 
o f the U n ited  States and our en
slavem ent by th a t w h ich w il l  be 
the m ost b ru ta l im peria lism  o f 
a ll tim es, W a ll S tree t im p e ria l
ism-
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Shachtman Takes 
Chair Vacated By 
Professor Burnham

B y JO SEPH H A N S E N
The announcement o f M ax Sehachtman in  the  De

cember issue o f his New In te rn a tio n a l th a t he has 
been led “ to abandon the position th a t Russia is  a 
w o rke rs ' s ta te ,”  w il l come as a surp rise  to  no one who 
has fo llow e d  the development o f the p e tty  bourgeois 
group to  w h ich he belongs. Shachtman has on ly  
moved over to the position occupied by b is ex-clien t, 
Professor B urnham , before the la tte r  abandoned the  
camp o f the w o rk in g  class fo r  the camp o f the bour
geoisie.

I t  w i l l  be recalled th a t Burnham  fo r  some years 
held the view  th a t  the Soviet U n ion  is no t a w o rkers ’ 
state. Nevertheless so long as the F ranco-S oviet pact 
endured he found i t  possible to  defend the S oviet 
U n ion uncond itiona lly  aga inst im p e ria lis t a ttack,' 
W ith  the  sw itch  o f S ta lin  in to  the o rb it  o f H i t le r )  
m arked by the s ig n in g  o f the N az i-S ov ie t pact, B u m - 
ham found  he could no longer defend the Soviet, 
Union.

L ik e  Burnham , Shachtm an now  finds th a t “ de
velopments in  the w o rld  s itu a tio n  occasioned by the  
Second W orld  W a r raises to  the fo re fro n t once more, 
the Russian Question.”  T h a t is, in  response to  the  
pressure o f the w a r-m ongering  im p e ria lis t bourgeoi
sie, he has decided th a t th is  is the  tim e  to  revise a ll 
the ca re fu lly  worked ou t analyses o f the  S oviet U n ion  
accomplished by the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l in  peace
tim e.

L ik e  Burnham , Shachtman finds th a t “ Russia’s 
ro le  in  the w a r on the side o f German Im pe ria lism  
on ly emphasizes fundam enta l trends inhe ren t under 
S ta lin ’s Regime,”  trends which Shachtman, however, 
un like  the more perspicacious B urnham , did no t d is
cover u n t il a f te r  the w a r broke out. In  th is  de lay 
Shachtm an again dem onstrates his dependence upon 
Burnham  as theo re tic ian  and underlines w h a t was 
po inted ou t by T ro ts k y  d u rin g  the fa c tio n  s tru g g le  
w ith  the  p e tty  bourgeois opposition, th a t  B urnham  
was its  ideolog ica l leader, Shachtm an his a tto rney .

In  p ro m u lg a tin g  his views on the class na tu re  o f 
the Soviet U n ion, B urnham  was ex trem e ly  cau tious: 
“ The ru l in g  s tra tum  o f the S oviet U n ion  does no t con
s titu te  a c rys ta llized  bourgeois class in  the tra d it io n a l 
sense, no r can i t  be predicted w ith  assurance w hethe r 
its  evo lu tion  in  the fu tu re — even i f  unchecked— w il l  
be tow ard  such c ry s ta lliz a tio n .”  N ow  th a t  B urnham , 
is no longer present to ind ica te to  Shachtm an some 
o f the im p lica tions o f his views, Shachtm an finds i t  
possible to p lunge head over heels down the log ica l 
course o f B urnham ’s position , i.c., th a t the re  is an 
e n tire ly  new ru lin g  class in  the Soviet U n ion . “ The 
old crap was rev ived— in  a new, unprecedented, 
h ith e rto -unknow n  fo rm , the ru le  o f a new bureaucra
t ic  class.”

In  a r r iv in g  a t B urnham ’s position  on the class na
tu re  o f the USSR— “ a new a tte m p t a t re v is in g  the  
class theory  o f the s ta te ”  as T ro ts k y  rem arked o f 
precise ly th is  pos ition  in  1937— Shachtm an bases’ 
h im se lf a lm ost exc lus ive ly  on T ro ts k y ’s analyses o f  
the Soviet U n ion. Jus t as J. R. Johnson considers 
T ro ts k y  “ one o f the m ost p o w e rfu l agents o f social 
dynam ics who has lived  in  th is  o r any o th e r t im e ”  
on ly to  conclude th a t T ro ts k y  was a p o lit ic a l id io t, so 
Shachtm an says o f T ro ts k y  th a t “ Nobody has even 
approached him  in  the  scope and depth o f h is con
tr ib u tio n , to understand ing o f the Soviet U n io n ”  on ly  
to conclude: “ The tra d it io n a l v iew  o f  the  (F o u rth ) 
In te rn a tio n a l on the class cha racter o f the  USSR 
rests upon a grievous theore tica l e rro r.”  T ro tsky , a 
M a rx is t on the level o f M arx , Engels, Lenin, was urt- 
able to a rr iv e  a t a co rrect de te rm ina tion  o f the  class 
na tu re  o f the Soviet U n ion ! A p p a re n tly  Shachtm an 
considers T ro ts k y  a theore tica l id io t.

Shachtman bolsters his argum ents w ith  numerous 
quotations fro m  T ro ts k y ’s w orks. I t  is on ly  necessary 
to p u t these quotations back in to  th e ir  con text how
ever to  see th a t  each one o f them  re fu tes  Shachtm an 
a t every tu rn . Even more dam aging to Shachtm an is 
the fa c t th a t T ro ts k y  answered long ago every one 
o f the argum ents th a t  are now b ro ug h t ou t as some
th in g  new by Shachtman. I f  one m ere ly  lis ted  the 
po in ts  w h ich  Shachtm an a ttem p ts  to  establish, a com , 
p le te ly  crush ing answer could be given h im  s im p ly  
by counterposing T ro ts k y ’s previous answers to the  
rev is ion is ts  who1 stood a few  years ago where Shaeht- 
man stands now. Two a rtic les  alone o f T ro ts k y ’s w r i t 
ten in 1937: “ Once A g a in : The USSR and its  De
fense,”  and “ N o t a W orke rs ’ and N o t a Bourgeois 
S ta te ? ”  published in In te rn a l B u lle tin s  Nos. 2 and 3 
o f the SW F answer eve ry  one o f the essentia l a rg u 
ments now raised in 1940 by Shachtman.

“ The touchstone o f a revo lu tiona ry  p o lit ic a l lead
er is the question o f the sta te ,”  T ro ts k y  rem arked in  
his H is to ry  o f the Russian Revolution. B e la ted ly  
Shachtman has provided another rem arkab le  demon
s tra tio n  o f the im portance o f th is  d ic tum  in  w o rk in g  
class po litics.,

In  the Janua ry  1938 issue o f The New In te rn a 
tiona l, Shachtm an h im se lf a p tly  characterized the 
stale dish he now serves up as an in no va tion : “ A t  
bottom , the u ltra - le f t is t  position  on the Soviet Un ion 
w h ich denies i t  any c la im  whatsoever to  being a 
w o rke rs ’ state, re flec ts  the vac illa tion s  o f the p e tty -  
bourgeoisie, th e ir  in a b ility  to  make a firm  choice be
tween the camps o f the p ro le ta r ia t and the bour
geoisie, o f revo lu tion  and im p e ria lism .”

The next logica l step o f Shachtm an’s developm ent 
in  the wake o f Burnham  is, like  his fo rm e r c lien t, to 
make a firm  choice.
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