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T h e  B r it is h  ru l in g  class is now  pow erless to  stem 
by  fo rc e  the  su rg in g  tid e  o f  In d ia n  em a nc ip a tion . 
F reedom  fo r  In d ia  lies w ith in  the  grasp o f  the  4 0 0  
m il l io n  peop le  o f  th a t oppressed c o u n try .

B u t w hat i t  can no  lo n g e r successfu lly  re ta in  by 
(fo rce , the  B r it is h  ru lin g  class now  hopes to  f io ld  by 
cu n n in g , by b a rg a in in g  and by prom ises.

From Downing Street come hints of inducements and con­
cessions to India. Feelers are being put forth designed to de­
termine how little  the British ruling class w ill have to pay for 
India’s support of the war.

Downing Street is tendering offers of a "greater political 
voice" for the people o f India, "dominion status”  —  in short, 
anything but the removal of the British yoke from India.

C hiang  K a i-shek, m isus ing  ih e  p restige  o f  the  j 
Chinese masses w ho have fo u g h t so g lo r io u s ly  fo r  j 
llx e ir  n a tio n a l independence  against Japanese im p e ­
r ia lis m , is en lis ted  as an “ honest b ro k e r”  by the 
B r it is h  ru l in g  class. He is sent to  In d ia  to  conv ince  
the  masses o f  the  m agn ificence  o f  B r ita in ’ s o ffe r .

Likewise the American ruling class rushes to add its as­
surances that India’s independence is close to its heart. The 
American capitalist press suddenly raises a loud "anti-imperial­
ist”  chorus. The Alew York l  imes speaks of the "faded trap­
pings of imperialism.”  Writers like Walter Ljppmann and 
George Sokolsky, spokesmen for American capitalism, who never 
before have spoken on behalf of freedom for colonial peoples, 
now "insist" the British government must make "concessions" 
to India.

B r it is h  im p e ria lis m  o ffe rs  its  w o rth less  IO U ’s 
to  In d ia . A n d  C h iang K a i-shek and the  A m e rica n  
c a p ita lis t class o f fe r  to  act as co-s ig fier^ f o r  these 
p ro m isso ry  notes, as tho u gh  th is  m ig h t g ive  them  
added va lue  in  the  eyes o f  the In d ia n  masses.

Some Indian elements —  the native capitalists and, land- 
owners —  undoubtedly w ill be wiping to accept these latest 
promises and compromise proposals from Britain in return for 
a few privileges for themselves. I hey have always considered 
themselves to be the “ jun ior partners”  of the British rulers. 
They are as horrified as the Colonel Blimps at the idea of 
an India free of British rule — an India where there would no 
longer be British guns to support the native capitalists and land­
owning princes against the masses.

But the Indian workers and peasants w ill not be side­
tracked from their struggle for freedom by any bargains, com­
promises and clever maneuvers. The shoddy offers of Downing 
Street w ill not induce them to sacrifice their tremendous man­
power and resources in a war for the British ruling class.

T he  masses o f  In d ia  know  th a t those w ho now  
keep them  enslaved are speaking o f  concessions o n ly  
in  despera tion . T hey  kn ow  tha t the  p rom ise  o f  “ in ­
dependence”  is be ing  m ade m e re ly  to  m aneuve r 
them  in to  saving the  h id e  o f  the  B r it is h  m aster class. 
T h ey  k n o w  tha t the  B r it is h  ru l in g  class has no  in ­
te n tio n  o f  fre e in g  them , tha t as soon as i t  has the 
pow e r to  do so, i t  w i l l  t ig h te n  th e ir  shackles once, 
m o re .

The struggle for the national independence of India is not 
the battle of the Indian masses alone. It is as much the struggle 
of the workers everywhere, and of the British workers in par­
ticular.

The salvation of the British working class is indissolubly 
bound up with the struggle for national independence for Indian 
The British workers must cement a firm  alliance with the In­
dian masses to wage a corfimon, victorious war against world 
capitalist reaction.

That alliance can never be achieved so long as the class 
which has brought centuries of oppression to the Indian pebple 
remains in power in Britain. The British ruling class can never 
win the friendship and loyalty of the people of India. 1 he 
British rulers only alienate the colonial masses and make im­
possible an alliance between them and the British masses.

Such an a llia n ce  can he rea lized  o n ly  w hen the 
B r it is h  w o rke rs  take  th e ir  fa te  o u t o f  the  hands o f  
the  C o lone l B lim p s , the  C h u rc h ills  and a ll th e ir  re ­
a c tio n a ry  tr ib e , and estab lish  th e ir  ow n W o rk e rs ’ 
G ove rnm en t.

A  W o rk e rs ’ G ove rnm en t in  B r ita in  w o u ld  rem ove 
f ro m  the ru l in g  class the  c o n tro l o f  the  means o f  
p ro d u c tio n  and d e te rm in a tio n  o f  dom estic  and fo r ­
e ign  p o lic y . I t  w o u ld  dem onstra te  to  the  p eo p le  o f  
In d ia  tha t they are f ig h tin g  w ith  the  B r it is h  w o rke rs  
in  a com m on  cause against a com m on  enem y. I t  
w o u ld  im m e d ia te ly  p ro c la im  the  u n c o n d itio n a l na­
tio n a l lib e ra tio n  o f  In d ia .

Then, in the name of a genuine alliance of the oppressed 
masses everywhere, it would call upon the Indian people, the 
workers and peasants of the whole earth, to mobilize themselves 
into an unconquerable army of hundreds of millions, to join it 
in a struggle against fascism and all other forms of capitalist 
reaction.
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FDR ASKS SACRIFICES OF 
LABOR BUT NOT OF BOSSES
Churchill Shuffles War 
Cabinet, Adds Cripps
But He Makes It Clear He Does Not Intend 
Any Change In His Fundamental Policies

On Feb. 20 Churchill announced the appointment of a 
new and smaller British war cabinet, the elimination of a few 
of the people originally appointed by Chamberlain, and the 
addition of "pew blood” , Sir Stafford Cripps. Later, on Feb. 
22, he made other and less important replacements and substi­
tutions in his war m achinery. S-------------------------------------------------------

Thus C h u rch ill was able to keep f 
h is post as prim e m in is te r and 
to q'uiet fo r  the tinl'e being most , 
o f  the c ritic ism  directed a t h im  
by P arliam e n t since the fa l l  o f 
S ingapore.

B u t because he did no t exp la in 
the fundam enta l reasons fo r  the 
defeats in  the F a r East and be­
cause he was unable to  present 
a program  to  p u t an end to those 
defeats, the basic problems fa c ­
ing  his governm ent s t i l l  rem ain 
in fu l l  force and w il l  lead in ­
e v ita b ly  to a new and g re a te r 
p o lit ic a l c ris is  in B r ita in  in the 
fu tu re .

C h u rch ill d id n o t ad m it w h a t is 
now clear to  everyone —  th a t 
M alaya and S ingapore had fa llen  
so easily to  the Japanese forces 
because the natives in  those 
countries, long oppressed and ex­
ploited by B r ita in  and denied even 
the r ig h t  to  arm  to  pro tect them ­
selves, did no t fee l they had an y ­
th in g  to ga in  by f ig h t in g  fo r  th e ir  
B r it is h  masters.

N o r did he have a n y th in g  to 
say about the key questions of 
the g ro w in g  demand o f the In ­
dian people fo r  na tiona l inde­
pendence and the present a t t i ­
tude o f the Ind ian people to  the 
w a r being conducted by G reat 
B rita in .

On the con tra ry , by his brazen 
cla im  on Feb. 18 th a t “ we have 
three-quarters o f the  human race 
on our side,”  he denied in  e ffect 
th a t his colon ia l po licy has been 
proved bankrup t and showed th a t 
he in tends to  continue the same 
policy th a t has b ro ug h t on ly de­
feats up to  now.

NO CONCESSIONS 
OF P O LIC Y

C h urch ill did no t make a single 
concession o f po licy  to  a ll the 
c r it ic is m  directed a t h im ; the on ly  
concessions he made were in per­
sonnel; i t  was easy fo r  h im  to 
ge t aw ay w ith  th is  because m ost 
o f the c r it ic is m  in  P a rliam e n t was 
o f a sup e rfic ia l character, and

SIR  S T A FF O R D  CRIPPS

most o f the d issatis faction  o f the 
masses is s t i l l  in  a confused, 
g rop ing  state. .

C h urch ill fe l t  he had no th ing  to 
lose in the addition and p rom o­
tion  o f people popu lar w ith  the 
masses, as long as those people 
operated on the basis o f his p o li­
cy. Indeed, by having them  asso­
ciated w ith  his polic ies and shar­
in g  the respons ib ility  fo r  them, 
ha lessens the po ss ib ility  o f th e ir  
leading a successful m ovem ent to 
replace him  in the fu tu re .

B y  reducing the cabinet fro m  
nine members to  seven, and ap­
po in ting  as three o f these seven 
Bevin and A ttle e , the Labor mem­
bers, and Cripps, the man who 
was considered so “ rad ica l”  th a t 
the Labor P a rty  expelled h im  
th ree  years ago, C h urch ill lost 
no th ing  —  f i r s t  o f a ll because 
he has them  outnumbered fo u r 
to three and secondly, because 
they have no p rogram  fundam en­
ta lly  d iffe re n t fro m  his —  and

gained new support fro m  those 
workers who have fe lt  th a t labor 
does no t have enough o f a “ voice”  
in  the governm ent.

C R IPPS ’ RECORD
The m ost im p o rta n t change in 

the cabinet, o f course, was the 
addition o f C ripps as Lord  P r iv y  
Seal and leader o f the House o f 
Commons.

A  w e a lth y  la w ye r who joined 
the Labor P a rty  in  1929, became 
S o lic ito r General in  the M acDon­
ald governm ent and was kn igh ted 
fo r  his services by  K in g  George 
V; C ripps was expelled by the 
conservative bureaucrats o f th«- 
Labor P a rty  in 1939 fo r  advoca­
t in g  the fo rm a tio n  o f a People’s 
F ron t.

S ho rtly  a fte r  the w ar began, 
he went to  Ind ia  as an uno ffic ia l 
representative o f the Chamber- 
la in governm ent in an unsuccess­
fu l e f fo r t  to  ge t the leaders o f 
the n a tion a lis t movement there 
to come a ll-o u t fo r  support of 
the B r it is h  E m pire  in  the war.

In  tire sp ring  o f 1940 he serv­
ed on a trade m ission to  M o s c w  
and when S ta lin  refused to  adm it 
him  w ith o u t d ip lom atic  standing, 
he was named ambassador; in  
th is  capacity he tr ie d  unsuccess 
fu l ly  to draw  S ta lin  closer to the 
A llies  u n t il H it le r  attacked the 
Soviet Union.

A f te r  the outbreak o f the Paci­
fic w a r he re turned home to set 
h im se lf up as a po ten tia l B r it is h  
Kerensky, w r it in g  a rtic les  on the 
need fo r  closer co llabora tion w ith  
the S ta lin  reg im e, decla ring  th a t 
the Soviet U n ion  would defeat 
H it le r  w ith in  a year bu t th a t i t  
would be be tte r fo r  a ll concerned 
i f  B r ita in  so carried  on the w a r 
th a t i t  would be able together 
w ith  the USSR to determ ine the 
conditions o f the peace, com pla in­
ing th a t B r ita in  was no t ye t a ll-  
ou t in  the w ar, etc.

On Feb. 8 in a speech in B r is ­
to l, he “ called fo r an im m ediate 
‘clear enunciation o f our peace 
aim s’.”  B u t ju s t w hat he h im ­
se lf though t those peace aims 
should be, he did no t say.

C ripps ’ f i r s t  act, a f te r  Church­
i l l  appointed him  to the cabinet, 
was to  de live r “ an appeal”  to  the 
German w orkers th rough  the. 
B r it is h  B roadcasting C orpora­
tion. This speech can be re g a rd ­
ed as a ty p ic a l example o f his 

(Continued on page 4)

How Stalin Greeted Red 
Army's 24th Anniversary

By JOHN G. W RIGHT

Bosses Start Offensive 
To Block CIO's Demands

This week the War Labor Board began consideration of 
Ihe Steel Workers Organizing Committees’ demands lor a ciollar- 
a-day general wage increase and the union shop in "L ittle  Steel". 
The Board’s decisions in th is case are expected to establish its 
future policies with respect to the CIO’s general demands for 
wage increases and the union s>
shop.

There is c lear evidence th a t the 
Board m a jo r ity , em ployers and 
pro -em ployer “ pub lic ”  represent­
atives, w i l l  a tte m p t to slice the 
C IO ’s demands to  ribbons and 
force  the  CIO leaders to  accept 
un favorab le  “ com prom ises” . The 
th re a t is a lready being used th a t  
i f  u n a n im ity  is no t reached, the

Board m ay evade resp on s ib ility  
fo r  a decision and toss the issues 
in to  the lap o f a reactionary  
Congress, eagerly a w a itin g  the 
chance to  pass leg is la tion  “ freez­
in g ”  wages and f ix in g  the open 
shop sta tus quo.

The s o rt o f “ com prom ise”  
wh ich the Board m ay o f fe r  the 
SWOC in  the L i t t le  Steel case

In the order o f the day issued on the twenty-fourth anni­
versary of the Red Army, Stalin did not dare tell ihe world 
what the Red Arm y really is and what it is really fighting for. 
The Red Arm y was born under the banner of international 
solidarity and the struggle for socialism.

On Jan. 12, 1918 the Council of People’s Commissars issued
(i»a decree concern ing the “ form a­

tion  of the socia list a rm y”  and 
defined its  purpose as fo llow s: 

“ The old a rm y functioned as 
an ins trum en t fo r the oppression 
of the w orkers by the bourgeoisie 
W ith  Lhc trans fe r o f state au thor 
ity  to the workers and the ex 
ploit.ed classes there arises a need 
fo r a new arm y to serve as a 
bu lw ark fo r tlie  Soviet regim e at 
the present tim e . . . and as a 
basis fo r  the socia list revo lu tion 
in  Europe.”

T h is  decree was no t pu t in to  
effect u n t il Feb. 23, 1918 when 
the firs t fo rm ations of the Red 
A rm y  were organized; and th is  
date lias been o ffic ia lly  set as the

was disclosed la s t week. I t  was 
reported th a t the W L B  was in  
fa vo r o f the so-called “ F ie ld  fo r ­
m ula,”  evolved d u r in g .th e  W LB  
hearings in the dispute between 
the management o f M arsha ll 
F ie ld  &  Co.’s p lan t a t Spray, N . 
C., and the CIO te x tile  workers 
union.

U N IO N  SHO P S U B S T IT U T E
T his  " fo rm u la ”  substitu tes fo r  

the genuine union shop a w a te r­
ed-down fo rm  o f the “ m a in ten­
ance o f m em bership”  clause, pro- 

(Continued on page 2)

b irthday of the Red A rm y  of 
W orkers and Peasants,

TR O TS K Y  W A S  O R G A N IZ E R  
OF T H E  RED A R M Y

S ta lin  was a member of the 
Council o f People’s Commissars 
and he voted Kor th is  decree jus t

Churchill and 
The Soviet Union

C h urch ill in  1942 ( in  a te le ­
gram  to S ta lin ) :

"The 24th anniversary of the 
foundation of the Red Army is 
being celebrated today after 
eight, months of a campaign 
which has reflected the great­
est. glory on its officers and 
men and has enshrined its deeds 
in history for all time.”

Churchill in 1940 (in a broad­
cast over B.B.C.)/:

“The service rendered by 
Finland to mankind is magni­
ficent. They have exposed for 
all the world to see, the mili­
tary incapacity of the Red A r­
my and of the Red Air Force. 
Everyone can see how Com­
munism rots the soul of a na­
tion; how it makes it abject 
and hungry in peace, and proves 
it base and abominable in war.”

V. R. Dunne to 
Speak In N. Y.
And Newark

V. R. D unne , leader o f  
m o to r tra n s p o rt w o rke rs  
Loeal 5 4 4 - 0 0  and one o f  
the 18 m em bers o f  the  
C IO  and the S oe ia lis t 
W o rke rs  P a rty  conv ic ted  
in  the  M in n ea p o lis  la b o r
t r ia l last December, is  scheduled 
to speak in N ew ark, N . J., and 
New Y ork  C ity  th is  week under 
auspices o f the C iv il R ights  De­
fense Com m ittee.

The N ew ark a ffa ir ,  a lunch­
eon to be held Sat., Feb. 28 a t 
2 P. M., w il l not on ly hear Dunne 
speak on “ The M eaning o f the 
M inneapolis T r ia l” , bu t w i l l  also 
be addressed by ou ts tand ing  lo ­
cal labor leaders and defenders 
o f c iv il liberties.

Am ong these w il l  be M r. I r v ­
ing  Abram son, president o f the 
New Jersey In d u s tr ia l UnioYi 
Council o f the CIO. w h ich has 
a lready protested the M inneapo­
lis  convictions; M r. Peter F lynn , 
president o f Local 16 o f the In ­
te rna tiona l Union o f M arine  and 
S h ipbu ild ing  W orkers, CIO. o f 
Kearney, N. J .; and M r. W eber, 
field representa tive  o f the Arne- 
ican C iv il L ibe rties  U n ion. George 
Novack, na tiona l secre tary o f the 
C.R.D.C., w i l l  pi'eside.

The N e w ark  luncheon w i l l  be 
held a t the Cadillac R estaurant, 
H i l l  and H alsey Sts.

The New Y o rk  d inner in sup­
p o rt o f the M inneapolis defend­
ants w ill be held Tues., M ar. 3, 
7:30 P. M. a t W erderm ann’s H a ll, 
156 T h ird  Ave. The speakers, in 
addition to Dunne, w ill be Carlo 
Tresca. ed ito r o f II M a rte llo . and 
George Novack.

F u rth e r in fo rm a tio n  about V. 
R. Dunne’s c u rre n t na tiona l tou r 
w ill be found on P. 2.

Is Silent About 
Uninterrupted 
Profits O f Bosses
"3 High Purposes" Would Leave Workers 
Helpless Against the Open-Shop Employers

M uch o f  P res iden t R ooseve lt’ s ra d io  address o f  
last M onday n ig h t was a im ed at b o ls te r in g  the  m o ra le  
o f  the  A m e rica n  peop le , b ad ly  shaken by the  A ng lo - 
A m erican  defeats in  the  F a r East. B u t the  m ost im ­
p o rta n t and m ost em p ha tic  p o r t io n  o f  h is  speech—  
and recognized as such by the leading capitalist newspapers— 
was ihe program he enunciated on domestic policies, particular- 
y  as these applied to labor.

Introducing and keynoting this program was the sharp in­
junction: ". . .there is one thdught lor us here at home to keep
upperm ost —  the fu lf i l lm e n t  of5>------------------------------- ------------------------
ou r special task  o f p ro d u c tio n -----stances, i t  is fa r  fro m  im p a rtia l.
un in te rrup ted  pi-oduction. I  stress 
th a t word u n in te rrup te d .”

U N IN T E R R U P T E D
P R O D U C TIO N

The f irs t  o f the “ three h igh 
I purposes fo r  every A m erican ,”  
! the p rog ram  w hich Roosevelt 
stressed, was:

“ We sha ll not stop w o rk  fo r  
a s ing le  day. I f  any d ispute aris  

we sha ll keep on w o rk ing

The bosses, r ig h t  now, arc not 
ask ing fo r  an y th in g  “ specia l” . 
In  general, the corpora tions are 
g e ttin g  ju s t about e ve ry th in g  it 
is possible fo r  them  to  get. P ro f­
its  are po u ring  in  a t a trem en­
dous ra te . The bosses are satis­
fied, so fa r  as i t  is possible to sat 
is fy  th e ir  insatiab le  lus t fo r  p ro f­
it .  M oreover, they  are no t com ­
pelled to demand an y th in g  “ spe.- 
c ia l” . They themselves and th e ir

w h ile  the dispute is solved by me- agents ru n  the w a r production 
d ia tion , concilia tion  o r a rb itra -  program  and the governm ent, 
lion  —  u n til the w ar is won.”  I T l lev have w r itte n  p re tty  much

This is obviously d irected a l 
the w o rkers  alone. They are the 
on ly ones who are in position  to 
“ stop w o rk ” . When Roosevelt 
calls fo r  “ un in te rrup te d  produc­
t io n ” , he is c le a rly  dem anding 
th a t the w orkers  surrender then 
r ig h t  to s tr ik e ; th a t i f  they can­
no t ga in  th e ir  ju s t  demands by 
m edia tion o r a rb itra tio n , they 
m ust then subm it to whatever 
conditions the employers d icta te 

I and stand defenseless before the 
un ion-sm ashing offensive o f the 
bosses. . . “ u n t il the w a r is w on.’ 

B u t “ un in te rrup ted  p roduction ’ 
fo r  the bosses means som ething 
ve ry  d iffe re n t than i t  does fo r  
the w orkers. F o r the owners, i t  
means un in te rrup te d  profits, the 
g rea te r o p p o rtu n ity  to squeeze 
m a te ria l ga in out o f the w a r. 
Roosevelt, however, had no th ing  
to- say about un in te rrup te d  p ro f ­
its.

H is second “ high purpose”  was: 
“ We sha ll no t demand special 
gains o r special p riv ileges or spe­
c ia l advantages fo r  any group 

r occupation.”
“ S P E C IA L  P R IV IL E G E S ”

On the surface, th is  sounds 
very h igh-m inded and im p a rtia l. 
B u t analyzed in  the l ig h t  o f ac­
tu a l events and present circurn-

GRACE CARLSON’S NAME 
TO BE PUT ON BALLOT

as he voted at. the tim e fo r  the 
appointm ent of Leon T ro tsky  as 
Commissar of W ar to be en trust­
ed w ith  the task of o rgan iz ing and 

(Continued on page 2)

ST. P A U L , M IN N . 
D esp ite  e ffo r ts  o f  reac­
tio n a rie s , in c lu d in g  the 
S ta lin is ts , to keep Grace 
H o lm es C arlson o f f  the 
b a llo t in  the c ity  m a yo r­
a lty  race, the  nam e o f  the 
Socia lis t W orkers P a rty  candi­
date w il l  be lis ted  on the ba llo t. 
T h a t is the ru lin g  g iven H a rry  
O’Donnell, c ity  c le rk, by the as­
s is tan t c ity  corpora tion  counsel 
th is  week.

O’Connell said be p u t the ques­
tion  o f M rs. Carlson’s candidacy 
to the c ity  corpora tion  counsel 
a fte r  he had received “ many te le ­
phone ca lls fro m  citizens who 
asked how she could run fo r  pub­
lic  office w ith  the (sed ition ) con­
v ic tio n  aga inst he r,”  and “ a fte r  
a s ta tem ent by M rs. Carlson th a t

(jishe stooxl fo r  in te rna tiona l socia l­
ism and fo r  the  p rinc ip les  of 
M arx , Len in  and T ro ts k y .”

The c ity  lega l adviser ru led 
th a t Grace Carlson “ has complied 
w ith  the provis ions o f the c h a rt­
e r”  th rough  f i l in g  her a f f id a v it  
o f candidacy and pay ing  the f i l ­
ing fee, and to ld  the c ity  c le rk, 
“ I t  becomes yo u r du ty  to  place 
her name upon the  ba llo t unless 
app rop ria te  ju d ic ia l proceedings 
otherw ise d irec t. The C onstitu ­
tion  o r s ta tu tes o f M innesota 
provide no course o f procedure 
fo r  the ascerta inm ent o f the r ig h t 
o f the app lican t to  f ile .”

.C AR LSO N ’S O PPO N ENTS 
I t  is .n o t  d if f ic u lt  to guess a t 

the id e n tity  o f the “ many c it i ­
zens”  who protested By telephone 
»«rainst the candidate o f the 
SWP.

The lead ing boss candidates, 
(Continued on page 2)

th e ir  own tic k e t so fa r  as w a r 
p ro fits  are concerned. B u t Roose­
ve lt, in  his speech, never men­
tioned the w a r p ro fite e rs .

I t  is the w orkers  who have had 
to ra ise “ special”  demands. R ight 
now, the CIO  is cam paign ing fo r 
general wage increases to mee' 
r is in g  liv in g  costs and fo r  the 
un ion shop. The a tten tion  o f the 
country' is focused on the W ar 
Labo r Board w h ich has under 
consideration the c ruc ia l “ L it t le  
S teel”  case w hich w i l l  set the 
p a tte rn  fo r  the wage and un ion- 
shop policies o f the governm ent. 
Obviously', then, Roosevelt’s sec­
ond “ h igh purpose" can be in te r­
preted to  mean on ly  opposition 
to the g ra n tin g  o f the demands 
o f the w orkers. I f  he did not d i­
re c tly  specify th is , i t  was because 
he did n o t w ish  to  be accused 
o f a tte m p tin g  to impose a p a rtia l 
a tt itu d e  on a presum ably im p a r­
t ia l Board in the ve ry  m idst o f 
negotiations.

G IV E  UP C O N V E N IE N C E S
H is  fina l “ h igh  purpose”  was: 

“ We shall g ive up conveniences 
and m od ify  th e . rou tine  o f our 
lives i f  ou r coun try  asks us to .”

A n y th in g  th a t a w o rke r gives 
up m ust come out o f h is liv in g  
necessities. The on ly  th in g s  he 
has w h ich he can sacrifice  are 
p a r t o f his food,’ c lo th ing , recrea­
tion , m edical care.

B u t w h a t “ conveniences”  w i l l  
the cap ita lis ts  have to g ive up? 
M odt o f th e 'r  p ro fits  go in to  
banks and governm ent bonds. 
R is ing  prices and sca rc ity  do no t 
exhaust th e ir  huge incomes. And 
even i f  the bosses did have to g ive 
up a li t t le ,  i t  would mean no t a 
lo w e ring  o f th e ir  l iv in g  stand­
ards, bu t th a t they' would have a 
l i t t le  less to p u t in the bank. 
A ll such “ sac rifice ”  would mean 
to them is less in th e ir  cap ita l 
reserves, n o t less in th e ir  bellies.

The m ost rea c tion a ry  ca p ita lis t 
papers noted w ith  undisguised 
approval the im p lica tions  o f th is  
program . The New Y o rk  Sun. a 
tra d itio n a l f ix tu re  on the break­
fa s t tab les o f the W a ll S treeters, 
declared on Feb. 24:

BOSS PRESS A P P R O V A L
“ In  his speech la s t n ig h t, the 

P res iden t placed the emphasffe 
d e fin ite ly  upon labor. . . ( th is ) 
did more probably to  b righ ten  
the atm osphere in  W ashington 
today than an y th in g  else he said 
in his speech la s t n ig h t.”

And, the Sun im plies, i t  did 
more ' to  “ b righ ten  the atm os- 

(Continued on page 2)
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Congress Throws O ut The 
Bill To A id Unemployed

G race Carlson's Name To 
Go On S t .  Paul Ballot

■ i> -

Ways and Means Secret Session Kills 
Bill to Aid Priorities Unemployed

A reactionary bloc of Congressional Democrats and Re­
publicans, backed by the employers and a gang-up of state 
governors, on Feb. lb killed the Doughton bill to provide an 
average o f $2 weekly federal supplementary aid for the priori­
ties unemployed. A secret session of the House Ways ancf Means 
Com m ittee de livered the death-®'------ ------------ -------------------------
blow  to  the measure.

B y  th is  action, m illio n s  o f un ­
employed v ic tim s  o f p la n t clos­
ures due to  m onopoly-induced m a­
te r ia ls  shortages and delayed w a r 
conversion are condemned —  in 
a period o f r is in g  prices —  to 
eke ou t a fa m ily  existence on 
state bene fits  w h ich average on ly 
$10 weekly.

F o r  weeks, the  A d m in is tra tio n  
ca lm ly  watched th is  issue being 
tossed about in  the  House, where 
i t  was f i r s t  s ta lled  by a “ ju r is ­
d ic tio n a l”  d ispu te  between the 
A pp ro p ria tio n s  and the W ays and 
Means Com m ittee, then delayed 
fu r th e r  by d raw n -ou t hearings 
before the W ays and Means Com­
m ittee , and f in a lly  scuttled a fte r  
the A d m in is tra tio n  made a las t- 
m inu te  feeble “ p lea”  fo r  a $300,- 
000.000 ap p ro p ria tion .

N e ith e r P res ide n t Roosevelt 
no r h is  spokesmen have done any­
th in g  m ore than “ make the re c ­
o rd ”  on be ha lf o f fede ra l aid, 
ta k in g  c re d it fo r  s tand ing  on the 
progressive side o f an issue, w h ile  
know ing  th a t Congress w i l l  do the 
bu tchering  and bear the onus fo r  
an a tta ck  upon labor.

NO  F U R T H E R  A C T IO N  
E X P E C T E D  T H IS  T IM E

Now, i t  appears, the A dm in is ­
t ra t io n  is qu ite  w i ll in g  to  le t the 
m a tte r slide fo r  the  tim e  being.

T h is  was ind ica ted in  the New 
Y o rk  T im es, Feb. 20, w h ich re ­
po rts  :

“ A d m in is tra tio n  leaders in  the 
House and o th e r sponsors said 
th a t a p pa ren tly  the re  was no th ing  
fu r th e r  th a t Congress could do, 
and th a t the States would be held 
responsible fo r  w h a t they term ed 
a g ro w in g  problem .”

The T im es fu r th e r  disclosed 
th a t:

. “ A d m in is tra tio n  leaders p lan ­
ned no im m ediate move to ' re ­
v ive  the p rogram . They p re d ic t­
ed th a t w ith in  a few  m onths —  
as the displacem ent s itua tion  be­
comes more acute —  the  same 
S tate o ffic ia ls  who opposed the 
p lan would be back p lead ing fo r

Federal assistance” ’
T h is  pious hope th a t those who 

kn ife d  Federa l a id  w i l l  in  the 
in d e fin ite  fu tu re  ca ll fo r  i t  m ay 
be some consolation to  the  A d ­
m in is tra tio n  —  b u t i t  w i l l  no t 
provide food, c lo th ing , ren t, med­
ica l care to  the hundreds o f thou­
sands o f w orkers who need re lie f 
r ig h t  now.

I f  Roosevelt were genu ine ly 
concerned w ith  the needs o f the 
workers, he would be floo d ing  the 
rad io  and press w ith  statem ents 
and p u ttin g  the heat on Congress, 
as he has n o t hesitated to do- on 
any issue in  w h ich  he is serious­
ly  in terested.

Congress h a s  appropria ted 
$145,000,000,000 fo r  w a r purposes 
w ith o u t debate. B u t i t  ba lks a t 
the ve ry  suggestion o f a mere 
$300,000,000 app ro p ria tion  fo r  
aid to the w a r-m ade  unemployed.

N E E D  FOR IN D E P E N D E N T  
P O L IT IC A L  A C T IO N

Once more the fa c t  is  being 
b rough t home sha rp ly  to  the 
worker’s and the  un ion ranks th a t 
they  cannot depend on the p o li­
tic ians o f the c a p ita lis t p o lit ic a l 
pa rties  to- p ro te c t th e ir  in terests. 
N o t one f ig h t in g  voice fo r  labor 
has been ra ised in  Congress fo r  
passage o f adequate federa l un ­
em ploym ent aid. T h is  shows th a t 
the w orkers now m ore than ever' 
need a p a rty  o f th e ir  own, an 
independent labo r p a r ty  based on 
the unions and class o rgan iza­
tions o f the w orkers, w h ich can 
c a rry  the  f ig h t  fo r  la bo r’s in te r ­
ests d ire c tly  in to  the le g is la tive  
arena.

The ch ie f a rgum ents raised by 
the reac tionary  opponents o f fe d ­
e ra l a id  is th a t i t  m ig h t fo rce  
up state unem ploym ent compen­
sation standard's and m ig h t lead 
to “ fed e ra liza tio n ”  o f the unem ­
ploym ent insurance system. Thus, 
the em p loy ing class and its  gov­
ernm enta l agents v iew  th is  pres­
en t issue as a con tinua tion  o f 
th e ir  f ig h t  to  w ipe ou t unem ploy­
m ent re lie f  and s ta rve  jobless 
w orkers  in to  ta k in g  jobs a t any

pay and to block enactm ent o f I 
any measure which m ig h t smack 1 
a t na tiona l social secu rity  legis- I 
la tion .

O R IG IN A L  M E A S U R E  
W AS IN A D E Q U A T E

T his d ispute over “ federa liza ­
t io n ” , and the re fusa l so fa r  o f 
Congress to  pass any re lie f  a t a ll 

.has served to  obscure a v ita l as­
pect o f the federa l aid issue: T h a t 
is the inadequacy o f a l l the meas­
ures proposed —  inc lud ing  the 
A d m in is tra tio n ’s suggestion o f 
p ro v id ing  unem ploym ent insu r- 
•ance up to  60 per cent jo f a 
w o rke r’s average wages bu t not 
more than  $24 weekly.

IFew w orkers would ge t the $24 
»maximum under the A d m in is tra ­
t io n ’s proposal. The average un ­
employed w o rk e r would ¡get bu t 
$15 w eekly in  combined state and 
federa l insurance fro m  th is  
measure.

The trade  un ion leaders, un ­
w ill in g  to  make a m il ita n t  f ig h t  
on the en tire  issue, have ignored 
th is  side o f th e  question to  a 
la rge  extent. They have taken 
the lead fro m  the A dm in is tra tion , 
pleaded fo r  the inadequate $300,- 
000,000 ap p rop ria tion , and over­
looked the question o f adequate 
standards.

The CIO offic ia ldom  is now 
begg ing fo r  a $300,000,000 fund  
to  be d is tribu te d  in  d irec t re l ie f  
handouts, a reversion fro m  the 
p rinc ip le  o f unem ploym ent in ­
surance back to  the  old concept 
o f “ c h a r ity ”  re lie f.  A  measure 
along th is  lin e  has been in tro ­
duced in to  Congress.

W H A T  U N IO N S  M U S T  
F IG H T  FO R T O D A Y

B egging fo r  crum bs w i l l  b r in g  
a t best on ly  crum bs. The o rgan­
ized labo r movement m ust be m o­
b ilized fo r  m il ita n t  na tion-w ide 
union action to  secure an im m e­
diate federa l ap p ro p ria tion  o f no t 
less than  $1 b illio n  to  provide 
the unem ployed w ith  unem ploy­
m ent insurance equ iva lent to  th e ir  
f u l l  un ion wages w h ile  on the job, 
and fo r  the  du ra tion  o f th e ir  un ­
em ploym ent.

A  federa l program  o f tra in in g  
fo r  jobs in  the  w a r industries 
m ust be established, so th a t every 
un ion man m ay be prepared to  
go to  w o rk  as q u ick ly  as possi­
ble. A nd , as has been the prac­
tice in  m any corpora tions, the 
w o rkers  d u rin g  the  t ra in in g  p e r­
iod m ust ge t fu l l  un ion wages.

(Continued from page 1)
M ayo r M cDonough and ex-M ayor 
Fallon , representing  d iffe re n t 
fac tions  o f the Dem ocratic P a r­
ty . have n o  stomach fo r  the gen­
uine issues raised by the candi­
dacy o f Comrade Carlson. The 
A F L  union bureaucrats who, 
th rough  the “ Labo r Progressive 
A ssoc ia tion”  are backing M c­
Donough, do no t re lish  p e rm it­
t in g  the ranks o f organized labor 
to express th e ir  rea l fee lings  on 
the im p o rta n t issues a t the »polls. 
F in a lly , the  S ta lin is ts  w ith  th e ir  
nauseating “ V - fo r-V ic to ry ”  cam­
pa ign. are p repa ring  to  brand the  
candidate who defends Le n in is t 
iitte rn a tio n a lism  as an “ agen t o f 
H it le r i"

Despite such opposition, the 
T ro ts k y is ts  have placed th e ir  
candidate on the ba llo t and are 
c a rry in g  ou t plans fo r  a sp ir ited  
cam paign.

Aside fro m  Comrade Carlson’s 
candidacy;, in te re s t in  the  elec­
tion  is a t the low est ebb in  the 
h is to ry  o f S t. P au l m un ic ipa l po­
lit ic s . The nineteen f ilin g s  fo r  
the s ix-m an c ity  council is the 
sm allest num ber on reco rd ; com ­
pare i t  w ith  the *75 names filed 
in  1914. Besides Carlson, M ayor 
M cDonough and ex-M ayor F a l­
lon, the on ly  o the r candidate who 
filed fo r  the office o f m ayo r is 
•H. A . Olson, a re d -b a itin g  sm all 
businessman.

Rose T illo tson , Ramsey County 
secre ta ry o f the Com m unist P a r­
ty . who has file d  fo j’ the c ity  
council, tw o  years ago ran fo r  
m ayor on an iso la tiona lis t, paci­
f is t program . B u t th a t was in a 
d iffe re n t S ta lin is t period. T oday 
no one can wave ih e  f la g  w ith  
more v ig o r o r hypocrisy .

The da ily  press has no t fa iled  
to g ive Comrade Carlson p u b li­
c ity , re c itin g  the ’fac ts  concern - 
m g the recen t ’“ sed ition”  t r ia l ,  
and her sentencing to  16 m onths’ 
im prisonm en t; also the fa c t  th a t 
in 1940 she ran fo r  the U . S. 
Senate on the “ T ro ts k y is t A n t i-  
W a r P a r ty ”  tic ke t.

H E A D Q U A R T E R S  O P E N E D
The Cam paign Com m ittee d i­

rec tin g  Comrade Carlson’s cam­
pa ign is a lready established in 
its  headquarters a t 138 'East, fith  
S t. in  the S t. Paul loop. 'A  la rge  
sign in f ro n t  o f the headquarters 
advertises "S T . P A U L  S O C IA L ­
IS T  W O R KERS P A R T Y  H E A D ­
Q U A R TE R S  —  G RACE C A R L ­
SON FOR M A Y O R .”

The headquarters are open 
th roughou t each day. A n  ex- 
..e m e ly  po pu la r piece o f cam­
paign lite ra tu re  is the pam phlet, 
“ S O C IA L IS M  ON T R IA L ,”  con­
ta in in g  the tes tim ony o f James 
P. Cannon in  the M inneapolis 
“ sed ition”  t r ia l .

On The Defense Front
More Unions 
Vote Money to 
Aid Eighteen

The C iv il -Rights Defense Com­
m ittee. organ ization m ob iliz ing  
public support fo r  the IS con­
victed in  «he M inneapolis labor 
tr ia l,  announced th is  week the 
fo llow ing  add itions to the »grow­
in g  num ber of cen tra l ¡union bo­
dies and union locals dem onstra t­
ing  th e ir  support o f tthe 18 by 
passing reso lu tions and voting to 
send money to  the C.R.D.C. fo r 
its  w ork  in  p re pa ring  the appeal 
of the convictions to a h igher 
court:

The New Haven In d u s tr ia l Un­
ion  Council o f the CIO passed a 
reso lu tion s im ila r  to  th a t passed 
previously by the New Jersey 
CIO State Council, condemning 
the convictions and ca llin g  on its  
a ffilia tes  to help the figh t to free 
the 18 defendants and test the 
c o n s titu tio n a lity  o f the Sm ith 
“ Gag”  A c t under w h ich they were 
convicted.

The Central N. J. In d u s tr ia l 
Union Council o f the CIO. in  
T renton, likew ise  passed a reso­
lu tio n  along the lines of its  par­
ent body.

The fo llo w in g  unions made

donations to the w o rk  of the 
C.R.D.C.:

Lodge 2448, Steel W orkers  Or­
ganiz ing Committee, P la in fie ld , 
Conn.

Local 398, U n ited A utom obile 
W orkers. T o rrin g ton . Conn.

Branch 13. Am erican Federa­
tion  o f H os ie ry  W orkers, Boon- 
ion. N. J.

Dyers and F in ishe rs  T.oca: 
1932. CIO T ex tile  W orkers Union. 
Passaic. N. J.

Local 87, T e x tile  W orkers 
U n ion, Paterson, N . J.

Local 205, U n ited Rubber 
W orkers. T renton. N. J.

Local 75. Class. Ceramic and 
S ilica  W orkers; T renton, N. J.

Local 225, Paper, Toy and Nov­
e lty  W orkers, T renton. N. J.

Local 356, T e x tile  W orkers U n­
ion, E lizabeth, N. J.

The C iv il R ights Defense Com 
m ittee also announced th a t its 
w o rk  in support o f the M innea­
polis defendants had been en 
dorsed by the Massachusetts 
Branch of the Women's In te rn a ­
tiona l League fo r  Peace and Free­
dom a t its  regu lar February 
meeting.

New Haven
A m eeting to hear V. R. Dunne, 

w ill be held in  New Haven. 
March 2nd, under the auspices of 
the C iv il R ights  Defense Com­
m ittee. The m eeting w i l l  be held

How Stalin Greeted Red 
Army's 24th Anniversary

(Continued fro m  page 1)
leading the armed forces of the 
October revo lu tion .

Under Len in  and T ro tsky, and 
fo r m any years even 'unde r Sta­
lin , the Red A rm y  remained un­
der the banner o f socialism . E v ­
ery  Red Sold ier took an oath 
to serve not m erely the Soviet 
Union but the p ro le ta ria t o f t lie  
whole world. P a rt of th is  famous 
“ socia list oa tli”  reads as fo llow s:

“ I  pledge m yself to respond to 
the firs t ca ll o f the Government 
o f W orkers and Peasants by plac­
ing  m yself a t its  disposal fo r the 
defense of the Republic of W o rk ­
ers and Peasants against any at­
tack and th re a t from  any enemy, 
and to spare ne ithe r m y strength 
nor m y li fe  in  the ba ttle  fo r the 
U n ion o f Socia lis t Soviet Repub­
lics  and fo r  the cause o f social­
ism and the fra te rn iza tio n  o f a ll 
races.”
-  S ta lin  no t on ly  voted fo r  th is

m il i i ta ry  oath dra fted by T ro tsky 
but swore h im se lf to fu lf i l l  i t :

“ May the scorn o f a ll 'be my 
lo t »and may the 'hard hand of the 
revo lu tiona ry  law .punish me. i f  
ever w ith  ev il in te n t I break th is  
m y solemn oath.”

A fte r I.enin is death, S ta lin  be­
trayed the cause Of Socialism . He 
beheaded the »Red A rm y, he m u r­
dered the 'whole generation of 
L e n in ’s closest 'collaborators. He 
abrogated the socia lis t oath of 
t lie  Red A rm y.

Permeated by the s p ir it  of in ­
te rna tiona lism . the Red A rm y 
marched to v ic to ry  in  the C iv il 
W ar o f 1918-1920. Its  revo lu tion ­
a ry  propaganda 'd is in tegrated the 
ranks o f the arm ies mustered 
against the S oviet Republic by 
the im peria lis ts , a t whose head 
stood a t the tim e  none other than 
W inston C hurch ill —  the then 
B r it is h  M in is te r  fo r  W ar.

W hy was the Red A rm y  able

to defeat its  enemies who pos­
sessed vastly  superio r resources?

On December 6, 1919. Lenin
said to the Seventh Congress of 
the Soviets:

“ W hat is the m irac le  w h ich  en­
abled the Soviets to ca rry , on two 
years o f obstinate w arfa re , first 
against German im peria lism  then 
deemed om nipotent, and la te r a- 
ga inst Entente im peria lism , and 
th is  despite our backwardness, 
poverty  and war-weariness? We 
deprived the E ntente of the sol­
diers . . . W e vanquished th e ir  
num erica l and technical super­
io r ity  by v ir tu e  o f the so lid a rity  
shown by w orkers against im per­
ia lis t governments.”

S ta lin  has deprived the Soviet 
workers and peasants of th is  in ­
superable weapon of struggle. In  
h is order of the day he adm its 
th a t h is leadership is incapable 
o f depriv ing  H it le r  of- h is sol­
diers. “ In  recent operations the

German garrisons o f K lin ,  Suk- 
h in ieh i, Andreapol and Toropets 
were summoned to  surrender. 
L ife  was promised them ; they re­
fused . . . ”  (¡Veto Y ork  Times, 
Feb. 23.' 1912).

Instead of extending to the 
German w orkers the hand of in ­
te rna tiona l s o lid a r ity  and sum­
m oning them lo  a jo in t strugg le 
fo r  socialism  lik e  Len in  and the 
Bolsheviks did, S ta lin  ta lks  to 
them in  the same treacherous 
language th a t the French and 
Eng lish “ soc ia lis t”  leaders used 
du ring  the firs t w orld  w ar —1 and 
then is surprised th a t the. Ger­
man soldiers refuse to surrender, 
i. e., p re fe r to figh t under H it le r  
ra the r than accept a new T reaty 
of Versailles.

E V A D E S ’ T H E  IS S U E
In  his Nov. 1941 speech S ta lin  

predicted th a t H itle r 's  regime 
would sho rtly  be overth row n. In  
h is order of the day in  Feb. 1942 
he evades the issue o f H it le r ’s 
overthrow . Only a socia lis t re­
vo lu tion  is possible today in  Ger­
many. The German w orkers and 
soldiers w i l l  begin seriously to

a t »8:30 p. in ., a t 106 fcarmel 
Street, headquarters o f the R e li­
gion and Labor Foundation.

Dr. W illa rd  Uphans, Executive 
Secretary o f the R e lig ion and »La­
bor Foundation, w i l l  serve as 
chairm an.

Boston

FDR ASKS SACRIFICES OF 
LABOR BUT NOT OF BOSSES

(Continued from, page 1) 
phere”  fo r  every m onopolist, open 
shopper and w a r p ro fite e r in 
A m erica .

Thus, Roosevelt’s e ffo r ts  to 
bo ls ter m orale had a sa lu ta ry  e f­
fe c t on the bosses a t any ra te . 
So fa r  as the Am erican masses 
are concerned —  aside fro m  his 
personal assurance th a t Am erica 
w ould w in  the w a r som etim e in  
the fu tu re  by the long- process 
o f  “ a t t r i t io n ”  —  Roosevblt’s con­
tr ib u tio n  to  th e ir  m orale was the 
demand th a t they assume an even 
heavier burden o f the w ar.

Roosevelt’s “ h igh  purposes”  
meet the approval o f the ca p ita l­
is ts  because they f i t  in  w ith  and 
im p lem ent the cu rre n t d rive  o f 
the bosses to  freeze wages and 
the open shop.

The w orkers, however, need 
th e ir  own independent program  
o f “ h igh  purposes”  to  f i t  in  w ith  
and im p lem ent th e ir  s trugg le  to 
defend th e ir  in te rests aga inst the 
w a r pro fiteers  and r is in g  prices.

The- “ h igh  purposes”  fo r  w h ich 
the w orkers  m us t f ig h t  include:

1. The r ig h t  to  exercise every 
tra d itio n a l and e ffec tive  method 
o f un ion resistance to  boss a t­
tacks, in c lud in g  the r ig h t  to 
s tr ike .

2. A  r is in g  scale o f wages to 
meet r is in g  liv in g  costs, and union 
secu rity  th rou gh  the union shop; 
an end to  the  special ga ins and 
priv ileges  o f the  hand fu l o f own­
ers o f the w a r industries who arc 
ru n n in g  w a r production solely 
fo r  th e ir  own p ro f i t

3. P lac ing  the burden o f the 
w a r on those who are p ro fit in g  
fro m  the w a r and who can m ost 
a ffo rd  to  c a rry  its  costs, the S ix ­
ty  Fam ilies  who con tro l m ost o f 
t lie  na tion ’s w ea lth  and produc­
tiv e  fa c ilit ie s .

The w orkers  m ust conduct a 
s tru g g le  to  secure the e lim in a ­
tio n  o f the ow ning-class parasites 
fro m  the system  o f production. 
L e t the governm ent take over 
the w a r industries  and operate 
them  under the  con tro l and m an­
agem ent o f the w orkers . T h a t 
would be the rea l w a y  to  raise 
the m ora le o f the masses.

Latest Developments In 
Struggle O f 544-CIO

M INNEAPOLIS, M IN N . —  Progress o f the struggle be­
tween the Minneapolis drivers and the Tobin machine this week 
was marked1 by ( I ) the decision o f Ramsey County District 
Judge McNally to deny the AFL-"544” motion lo quash Local 
544-CiO’s w rit of certiorari seeking a review o f former state 
labo r con c ilia to r B la ir ’s decis ion^- 
to  deny elections to  the M innea 
po lis d r iv e rs ; and (2 ) on the 
heels o f the above, the armed 
a ttack  by three gangsters on 
leaders o f Local 544-CIO (see the 
un ion ’s s ta tem ent on th is  a ttack, 
published be low ).

Judge M c N a lly ’s decision to re ­
v iew  the  B la ir  decision, reached 
a fte r  tw o m onths’ de libera tion , 
comes as a shock to  the To'bin 
machine. There is no question 
bu t th a t an unbiased rev iew  o f 
the actions o f G overnor Stassen’s 
labo r co n c ilia to r w i l l  prove th a t 
the M inneapo lis d rive rs  are en­
t it le d  to- a democratic- election.

The da ily  press, the police and 
the C ounty A tto rn e y  are t r y in g  
to  p lay  down and rid icu le  the a t ­
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tack o f the  Tobin gangsters on 
H a rry  DeBoer, K e lly  Posta l and 
Ray R a inbo lt. I t  is obvious th a t 
c ity  a u tho ritie s  w i l l  make no t the 
s ligh te s t e f fo r t  to  p ick  up the 
gunmen. Local 544-CIO has i t ­
s e lf launched an independent in ­
vestiga tion  which has already 
made considerable progress. The 
license num ber o f the ou t-o f-s ta te  
autom obile used by the gangsters 
has been ascertained and inves- 
iga tions in to  the  gangste rs ’ con­

nections are under w ay.

P O S TA L FA C E S  
N E W  T R IA L

On Feb. 11, a f te r  hearing  a ll 
the tes tim ony, D is tr ic t  Judge H a ll 
instructed the ju r y  to  b r in g  in  a 
ve rd ic t o f a cq u itta l fo r  Sec.-

Treas. K e lly  Posta l o f Local 544- 
CIO, on t r ia l  fo r  the alleged 
“ embezzlement”  o f $1,000 from  
President Tobin o f the A F L  
Team sters. Such a ve rd ic t should 
have resu lted in a quashing o f 
the o ther ind ic tm ents  aga inst 
Postal, a l l based on the same 
phoney “ evidence” . Now, how ­
ever, County A tto rn e y  G o ff an­
nounces he w i l l  t r y  Posta l again, 
th is  tim e  fo r  a loan o f $5,000 
made by Local 544 to the F il l in g  
S ta tion  A ttendan ts  U n ion  Local 
977. G o ff, in  decid ing to  re-p ro- 
secute Posta l, is ac tin g  under 
pressure o f the  Tobin machine 
w h ich  is in terested in  con tinu ing 
to  keep the leaders o f 544-CIO 
on t r ia l  in  the courts. In  the new 
t r ia l  Tobin w i l l  seek to  jockey 
the  case before a judge amenable 
to  h is pressure.

The f u l l  s ta tem ent o f 544-CIO’s 
Executive Board on la s t F r id a y ’s

a ttack  on the un ion leaders fo l­
low s:

“ A t  ten m inutes to  noon on 
F rid a y , F eb rua ry  20th, three 
men, each ho ld ing a revo lve r in 
his hand, entered the headquar­
te rs  o f Local 544-CIO a t 827 
T w e lfth  Avenue South. In  the 
headquarters were K e lly  Postal, 
Ray R a inbo lt and H a rry  DeBoer, 
union leaders, who were discuss­
ing  the pending rev iew  by Ram ­
sey C ounty D is tr ic t  Judge M c­
N a lly  o f the B la ir  decision o f last 
fa ll,  denying dem ocratic elections 
to the M inneapolis d rive rs .

“ The tr io  o f gunmen were un­
known to the 544-CIO organ iz ­
ers. They were dressed in p la in  
da rk  overcoats. The la rg e s t o f 
the  three carried, in  add ition  to  
a gun, a w rapped baseball bat.

“ The gunm en ordered the 544- 
C K ) leaders to  ‘S tick  ’em up .’ 
W hen R a inbo lt laughed, the la rg ­
est said, ‘Th is is no laugh ing  
m a tte r.’ The gunmen searched 
the 544-CIO men, found no w eap­
ons, and ordered them  to  face 
the w a ll w ith  th e ir  hands up.

“ They asked the names o f th e ir  
v ic tim s . W hen DeBoer to ld  his 
name, the la rg e s t gunmen li f te d  
the ba llba t and h i t  DeBoer over 
the  head, back and legs u n t il the 
la tte r  crum pled in  a corner. M r.

DeBoer has been rep resenting  
Local 544-CIO in  cu rre n t nego­
tia tio n s  w ith  the W aterm an-W ar 
te rb u ry  company, where 544-CIO 
recen tly  won a N a tion a l Labor 
R e lations Board election fro m  the 
A F L .

“ The gunmen ordered R a inbo lt 
and P osta l to  s tay  qu ie t w ith  th e ir  
hands up, and le ft .  They had been 
in the headquarters about three 
m inutes.

“ Local 544-CIO -reported  th is  
a ttack  to  the M inneapo lis ch ie f o f 
detectives and to  County A t to r ­
ney Ed G off.

“ Local 544-CIO charges th a - 
Danie l J. Tobin, president o f the 
A F L  Team sters In te rn a tio n a l, is 
responsible fo r  th is  armed a ttack 
on Local 544-CIO leaders. Should 
any Local 544-CIO leader be a t­
tacked o r m urdered, we sha ll hold 
Tobin personally  responsible.

“ Such tactics as those resorted 
to today are consistent w ith  the 
unprinc ip led  and v io le n t s trugg le  
th a t Tobin has been w a g in g  in 
M inneapolis since June, .1941. 
against 544-CIO and the d rive rs  
and warehousemen o f th is  c ity .

“ Local 544-CIO is c a llin g  the 
a tten tion  o f the  na tiona l labor 
m ovem ent to  the a ttack  on its  
leaders by Tobin gunm en.”

Bosses Start Offensive To Block C IO ’s Demands
(Continued from  page 1)

v id in g  th a t un ion members m ay, 
i f  they  w ish, s ign in d iv idu a l 
statem ents th a t they “ w ill,  as a 
condition o f em ploym ent, m a in ­
ta in  th e ir  membership in  the 
un ion in  good stand ing du ring  
the li fe  o f the con tract.”

T h is  is a f a r  p ry  fro m  the 
union secu rity  provided under a 
union shop con tract, where every 
w o rke r is required to belong to  
the  un ion as a p re requ is ite  fov 
continued em ploym ent.

B u t the unregenerate open- 
shoppers o f L i t t le  S tee l’s “ B ig  
F o u r”  —  Bethlehem , Republic, 
Youngstown Sheet &  Tube and 
In land  Steel —  have announced 
they are opposed even to  th is  so- 
called “ v o lu n ta ry  m aintenance o f 
m em bership”  p lan. L a s t week 
they b u rs t in to  p r in t  denouncing 
the idea, c a llin g  i t  “ a c leverly  
cam ouflaged closed shop.”

D A V IS  BA C K S  DO W N
The reported sponsor o f the 

“ F ie ld  fo rm u la ” , W L B  Chairman 
W ill ia m  D avis, a lready appears 
to  be backing down before the 
steel barons on even th is  weak 
proposal. A r th u r  K rock , in  the 
New Y o rk  T imes, Feb. 22, states 
th a t D avis “ has p r iv a te ly  denied

he ever to ld  anyone he would 
sponsor th is  p lan .”

W h a t the steel companies and 
the em ployers w a n t is an abso­
lu te  decree en fo rc ing  the open 
shop sta tus quo and b a rr in g  de­
mands fo r  any fo rm  o f union se­
c u r ity . I f  the W L B  does no t con­
cede com ple te ly to  the  compa­
nies, i t  is lik e ly  th a t they  w il l  
de fy  its  decisions and a tte m p t to 
th ro w  the issue in to  Congress, 
where the bosses know  they  w i l l  
ge t f u l l  cooperation.

I t  is  reported th a t the SWOC 
leaders are prepared to  accept 
the  “ F ie ld  fo rm u la ”  in  lieu  o f 
the un ion shop, i f  they secure the 
un ion ’s wage demands.

H E N D E R S O N ’S M A N D A T E
However, the W L B  has rece iv­

ed a v ir tu a l mandate fro m  Price  
A d m in is tra to r Leon Henderson 
aga inst g ra n tin g  any general 
wage increases. A ss is tan t Price 
A d m in is tra to r J. K . G a lb ra ith  has 
been u rg in g  the same po licy. I t  
is u n like ly , the re fo re , th a t the 
Board w i l l  concede m ore than 
s lig h t wage increases.

The C IO  leaders are being 
prodded w ith  the  th re a t o f Con­
gressional a n ti- la b o r action to  
make them  y ie ld  to  the em ploy­

ers a ll along the line. T h is  th re a t 
was im p lic it  in  the  speech de liv ­
ered la s t week by W ill ia m  M. 
Leiserson, m ember o f the  N a tio n ­
a l Labo r Relations Board, who 
declared th a t a “ na tiona l p o licy ”  
m ust be established on the wage 
and union shop issues and p re ­
dicted th a t “ as th in gs  look now 
i t  appears inev itab le  th a t Con­
gress w i l l  be 'fo rced to  act be­
cause the -problems are too b ig  
and too c ruc ia l fo r  the W a r L a ­
bor Board to  solve.”

CIO leaders, who have agreed 
to surrender the  r ig h t  to  s tr ik e  
and are depending so le ly on th e  
W L B  to  secure the  C IO ’s de­
mands, cannot conceal th e ir  a n x i­
e ty  about the e ffec ts  o f th is  ba r­
rage on the W LB . T h is was re ­
vealed in  CIO P resident and 
SWOC Chairm an P h ilip  M u rra y ’s 
com p la in t la s t week to  W illia m  
D avis th a t “ certa in  governm ent 
and in d u s try  o ffic ia ls ,”  nam ely 
Henderson, G a lb ra ith , Leiserson 
and the L it t le  Steel owners, are 
conducting a “ prem editated pub­
lic ity  cam paign”  seeking to  “ p re ­
jud ice  the pub lic  m ind, and, i f  
possible, th e  W a r Labo r Board”  
aga inst the SWOC’s demands.

D av is ’ re p ly  to  M u rra y , on Feb. 
21, n a tu ra lly  denied th a t the

Board would be in fluenced by th is  
pressure. B u t D av is ’ re p ly  did 
conta in  the th re a t o f h is read i­
ness to  have the wage and union 
shop issues handed over to Con- 
,gress. He stated th a t he would 
“ have no reason to  ob ject i f  the 
labors o f the N a tion a l W ar Labor 
Board were lightened by a fo r ­
m ation o f po licy  by some h igher 
a u th o r ity .”  Th is , o f course, is 

a lso  w h a t 'the  ‘em ployers w ant.
A ltho ug h  fe a rfu l th a t the CIO 

is go ing  to ge t the d ir ty  end o f 
the s tick  fro m  the W L B , the CIO 
leaders áre incapable o f doing 
a n y th in g  b u t p leading fo r  a 
“ break”  before th is  same board. 
Opposed to  m il ita n t  union action, 
concerned p r im a r ily  w ith  demon­
s tra t in g  th e ir  lo y a lty  to  the A d ­
m in is tra tio n  and a id in g  i t  in 
b ind ing  the  unions to  the w a r 
machine, the union leaders hc*>e 
m ere ly  to  ob ta in  <a fe w  crumbs 
and “ fo rm u la s ”  fro m  the W LB . 
These w i l l  be palmed o f f  as sub­
s ta n tia l “ concessions”  in  an a t­
te m p t to  deceive the CIO  w o rk ­
ers.

Real v ic to ries , however, w i l l  
come on ly  fro m  m il ita n t  union 
s trugg les, m ak ing  use o f every 
e ffec tive  ba rga in ing  weapon o f 
labor, in c lud in g  the s tr ike .

The Boston C iv il R ights  De­
fense Com m ittee lias arranged 
fo r a in te res tin g  series of meet­
ings fo r V. U. Dunne, when he 
a rrives  in  th is  c ity  on his na­
tionw ide  tour.

On Feb. 26. he w il l  speak a t a 
luncheon a t the H a rva rd  Business 
School. The same evening he w i l l  
speak at an open m eeting spon­
sored by the Boston CRDC a t 
the U n ita r ia n  Association B u ild ­
ing.

On Feb. 27, Dunne w il l  speak 
at a d inn e r sponsored by the 
H a rvard  -L ibera l- Union, a t H a r­
vard U n ive rs ity . He w i l l  also 
speak th a t evening in  a rad io  
broadcast over the H a rva rd  Ra­
d io /

Remainder of 
Dunne’s Tour

F o llow ing  h is meetings in  New 
Y ork C ity, V. R. Dunne is sched­
uled to speak in  P h ilade lph ia  on 
March 10. to be fo llowed by meet­
ings in  A llen tow n, Reading and 
Quakertown, Pa.

Thereafter h is  tou r calls fo r  
h im  to be in  B a ltim ore  on M ar. 
16-17; in  P ittsbu rgh  on M ar. 18- 
19; in  St. Louis, M o.: on M ar. 
21-22. The to u r w i l l  then w in d  
up in  the T w in  Cities, Minnesota.

W atch T H E  M IL IT A N T  fo r  
dates and places fo r the meet­
ings in these cities.

th in k  about ove rth row ing  I l i t le r  
on ly when they see thé same per­
spectives tha t were opened to  
them by the Russian R evolu tion 
and the Bolsheviks in  the last 
war.

A t tha t tim e, when the German 
arm ies of occupation streamed 
homewards in  1919 to pa rtic ipa te  
under the in fluence o f Bolshevik 
propaganda in  the November re­
vo lu tion  in  Germany and Austro- 
Hungary, Len in  w ro te :

"T he  Russian p ro le ta r ia t w i l l  
understand th a t the tim e  is  close 
a t hand when i t  m ust m ake its  
greatest sacrifices pn behalf of in ­
te rna tiona lism . The day is ap- 
pvoaching when circumstances 
w i l l  requ ire  us to g ive assistance 
to the German na tion  th a t has 
freed its e lf from  its  own im per­
ia lism  —  to give them assistance 
against A nglo-French im p e ria l­
ism. Therefore, le t us begin our 
preparations w ith o u t delay. L e t 
us show tha t the w orkers o f Rus­
sia can w o rk  a ll the m ore ener­
ge tica lly , figh t w ith  greater self- 
sacrifice, and give th e ir  lives 
more rea d ily  when a revo lu tion  
is a t stake th a t is no t m ere ly a 
Russian a ffa ir  bu t an a ffa ir  of 
the in te rna tiona l w orkers of the 
w o rld .”

B u t S ta lin  cannfot speak th is  
language. The K re m lin  is com­
m itted  to a d iffe re n t program . I t  
fra tern izes w ith  C h u rc h ill who 
now sends ecstatic greatings to 
the Red A rm y  because lie hopes 
to  u tiliz e  i t  to safeguard the in ­
terests o f the B r it is h  empire.

The German m a s s e s ,  thè 
masses o f the oppressed th rough­
ou t Europe and the w o rld  w i l l  
ra lly  to no summons o ther than 
th a t o f Lenin. The Russian w o rk ­
ers and peasants who are figh t­
in g  he ro ica lly  to defend the con­
quests of. the October revo lu tion  
cannot m arch to v ic to ry  under 
any banner o ther than the true  
banner of the Red A rm y.
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Street Scene In India India, ‘Heart’ of the Empire
<S>-

Visitors Reports Conditions 
O f Oppressed Native People

B y W IL L IA M  E L L IS

(T h e  fo llo w in g ; a rt ic le  is by an A m e rica n  w ho 
re tu rn e d  to  th is  c o u n try  f ro m  In d ia  s h o rtly  be fo re  
the o u tb re ak  o f  the  P a c ific  W a r ) .

The suffering masses of India are indifferent to B rita in ’s 
war. They w ill never w illing ly support it. Their chief desire 
it to throw the British yoke o ff their backs, to be free Of all 
oppression.

This is the inescapable impression that anyone who visits
Ind ia , even fo r  a b r ie f  tim e, must-st-------------------------------------------------------

ers, thè dock w orkèrs. They p re­
sented a p ic tu re  o f ab ject po v ­
e rty . They were dressed in  mere 
ta tte rs , shoeless. I  noticed some 
w ith  fe e t wrapped in d ir ty , bloody

receive. I t  is the im pression th a t 
Ind ia  stamped in de lib ly  on m y 
mind.

Centuries o f B r it is h  ru le  have 
b ro ug h t indescribable physica l 
devastation to the hundreds o f I bandages.

T h is  scene is typ ica l o f many streets in  the c ities o f Ind ia , where whole fam ilies  live , sleep 
and die on the sidew alks; where men, women and ch ild ren  fee l the pangs o f hunger fro m  one 
year to  another: and where the s p ir it  o f re vo lt f o r  na tiona l independence is g row ing  rap id ly  today.

m illions o f Ind ian  na tive  peoples. 
| T ha t devastation is the th in g  
j th a t s truck  me fro m  the m om ent 
I  a rr ived  in  Ind ia .

The f i r s t  c ity  I  had the op po r­
tu n ity  to  v is i t  was C alcutta. On 
the docks there  I  had m y f i r s t  
chance to  observe Ind ian  w o rk -

in  con trast to  the usua lly , w e ll- 
b u ilt  p o w e rfu l Am erican dock 
w orker, they appeared p re tty  
scrawny, and I  wondered how 
they-w ere  able to  do such heavy 
m anua l labor. L a te r I  was to 
learn th a t these dock w orkers 

■are among the best-paid, h igh -

Lessons O f The Last W ar
B y A . R O LA N D

American isolationism was defeated and permanently dis­
carded not because of Roosevelt and his policies, nor because 
the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor. Isolationism was complete­
ly  unreal in a world whose economy had been so bound together 
that United States capitalism was deeply affected by whatever
happened in  the most remote cor- i->~ ---------------------------------- -------------------

one step fu rth e r. Soule says cor­
rec tly  th a t “ Nazism is a social 
disease of gargantuan m agnitude 
w hich ran its  course in  Germany 
w ith  pecu lia r v iru lence  b u t can 
in fect othei's as w e ll.”  T h is  is 
the disease of cap ita lism  in  de­
cay. The health  of the social sys­
tem can be restored on ly by the 
advance o f c iv iliz a tio n  to the 
h igher stage o f socialism . B ut 
ra th e r than pe rm it tha t, the cap­
ita l is t  class prefers to see society 
in fected by fascism. They pre fe r 
th is  even w ith  the knowledge 
(and not a ll were so b lind  as 
Soule would have them  appear) 
th a t fascism would b ring  on a 
new w o rld  w ar.

Fascism could not have come 
to power in  Germany w ith o u t the 
help o f the cap ita lis ts  both in ­
side and outside o f Germany. The 
French and E ng lish  b o s s e s  
though t they m igh t be able to

< t> ~

ners o f the earth.
The present w ar —  everybody 

recognize the fa c t —  is the con­
tin u a tio n  o f the firs t w o rld  war. 
The basic causes m ust therefore 
be the same, the attem pt a t red i­
v is ion  o f the world . The United 
States, w ith  its  h ig h ly  productive 
technology, and conditioned by 
the w o rld  economic cris is, could 
no t possibly stay out o f a w ar 
whose outcome was bound to in ­
fluence. its  en tire  fu ture .

George Soule and his fe llow  
New Republicans cannot stomach 
the unvarnished tru th . They seize 
on more idea lis t grounds to m ot­
iva te  th e ir  support o f the w ar. 
In  h is  a rtic le . Lessons Of Last 
T im e, in  the Fob. 2 Neic "Repub­
lic , Soule says: “ The issues o f 
the present w ar are fa r  s im pler 
and clearer than those of the last 
one.”

These issues, he says, have to 
do w ith  fascist b ru ta lity  w h ich  
threatens to destroy c iv iliza tion . 
Soule is forced to adm it th a t th is  
was not seen as the menace i t  
was from  the very s ta rt. Soule 
s k ir ts  c a re fu lly  around th is  h is ­
to r ic  tru th . He does not w ish to 
be led to  the he a rt o f the en tire  
m atter.

Fascist b ru ta li ty  was applaud­
ed and aided by the cap ita lis ts  of 
a ll lands as the savior of c iv i l­
iza tion  against Bolshevism . I t  
was not S ta lin , bu t C h u rch ill who 
ha iled  " th a t great man. Musso­
l in i , ”  and who spoke w ith  respect 
o f H itle r .

So long as fascist b ru ta lity  was 
confined to  the  punishm ent o f 
the w o rk in g  class, monopoly cap­
ita lis m  and a ll its  henchmen in  
o ther countries made no com­
p la in ts . O nly when “ fascist b ru t­
a l i ty ”  reached beyond its  own 
borders to threaten the interests 
o f the others, did the .“ democra­
cies”  discover its  menace to c iv i l­
iza tion . Soule no tw ithstand ing, 
we may cross o ff  fascist b ru ta l­
i t y  as the cause of the war.

T H E  D E E P E R  CAU SES
Simple and' clear as the causes 

o f the present w a r would seem to 
be, Soule is obviously not satis­
fied w ith  his own explanation. 
He seeks deeper causes. He is 
forced to trace Nazism back to 
the fru s tra tio n  o f Germany re ­
su ltin g  from  the peace imposed 
by the v ic to rs  of the firs t w o rld  
w ar. T h is  is a p a rtia l explana­
tion , a h a lf-tru th . Soule wishes 
to evade the question hidden in  
any discussion of social problems, 
w hether the discussion concerns 
the  war, fascism or democracy.

Was Nazism  inevitab le  in  Ger­
m any? An honest discussion of 
th a t question would show where 
one stands on the m ain issue of 
our epoch. The W eim ar Republic 
was doomed by the forces p lay ing 
w ith in  German society. Those 
telass forces (how Soule skates 
around ideas to evade the class 
issue!) p itted  the w orkers against 
the cap ita lis ts  in  the strugg le fo r 
power. L e t us ask a simple ques­
tion . Since Soule hates fascist 
b ru ta lity , would he now say tha t 
look ing  back he would have pre f­
erred the w orkers to have car­
rie d  “ through the p ro le ta rian  re­
vo lu tion?

The cap ita lis ts  o f France ans­
wered th is  question fo r themsel­
ves in  the present war. They 
pre ferred to cap itu la te  to the 

•b ru ta l fascists than to have the 
workers of France come to power. 
A re  the E ng lish and Am erican 
c a p ita lis t! d iffe re n t from  the 
French? We venture to say tha t 
i f  they were faced w ith  th is  same 
choice, th a t between' defeat by 
H i t le r  and p ro le ta ria n  revo lu ­
tion , they would act no d iffe r 
en tly .

L e t us pursue th is  analysis

come to such term s w ith  H it le r  
as to d irec t h is forces against 
Soviet Russia. They hoped tha t 
th is  would so weaken both coun­
tr ies  th a t the democracies would 
then reap a ll th e 'b e n e fit. The 
second w o rld  w ar was thus in he r­
ent in  the very rise  of fascism. 
B u t i t  developed in  som ewhat d i f ­
fe ren t fash ion than was hoped fo r 
by the cap ita lis ts.

F U T U R E  S O C IE TY  
Soule states w ha t he th in ks  ought 
to be the aim s o f the present w ar 
and the construction of a "New 
Order”  o f society a fte r the war. 
The complete bankrup tcy  of his 
th in k in g  is revealed here. H is  
new order tu rns  out to be no d if ­
fe ren t from  the old order. He 
takes fo r  granted in  h is  analysis 
th a t the democracies w il l  w in  the 
war. T h is  w i l l  mean v ic to ry  fo r 
w hat he term s the “ somewhat 
m ore gentle  fo rm  o f economic im ­
pe ria lism ”  of the U n ited States 
and England.

W ha t then? W hy, then the sol­
diers who have done the figh ting  
w i l l  never pe rm it the same old 
w o rld  order to continue. They

w il l  see to i t  th a t power w ill 
never again be g iv e n  to  any 
“ new B a ldw ins, Chamberlains, 
Daladiers, H ard ings or Hoovers." 
T h is  means precisely nothing. 
A re C h u rch ill and Roosevelt fun ­
dam enta lly  d iffe re n t from  those 
named? I f  so, in  w ha t way? Do 
n o t expect any answer from  a 
m an  who is w r it in g  to order.

And how Shall we ciharacterize 
th is  man who has the e ffron te ry  
to te ll us th a t the second w o rld  
war is already a revo lu tion , that, 
i t  is being fough t on two fron ts ! 
“ F irs t  is the m il ita ry  f ig h t a- 
ga inst the Axis . Second is the 
construction of a democratic, ra ­
tio n a lly  managed, fu l ly  produc­
tiv e  w o rld  order, the m il ita ry  
s trugg le  cannot re s u lt in  v ic to ry  

I and w ith o u t w h ich  the  f r u its  o f 
v ic to ry  cannot be rea lized.”  N o t 

| one s ing le  w ord  to  show th is  
balderdash means!

P L A N N E D  C A P IT A L IS M
The libe ra ls  have always been 

the proponents o f the idea th a t 
cap ita lism  can be planned. The 
visual evidence of the real w o rld  
seems n o t to discourage them  in

any way. Soule te lls  us tha t 
a fte r th is  w ar the raw  m ateria ls  

| of w orld  economy m ust never 
j again be explo ited by cap ita lis t 

im peria lism  of the old type. In ­
te rna tion a l trade and finance m us t 
be reorganized. Instead of im per­
ia lism  "we m ust”  a ttem pt to cre­
ate and d irec t a w orld  economy, 
no t m ere ly  fo r the benefit o f a 
few in  the older economic cen­
ters, b u t fo r  the benefit o f a ll. 
The backward corners of the 
earth m ust be in d u s tr ia lly  devel­
oped by a poo ling  of cap ita l re ­
sources, i f  necessary even w ith ­
out 'p ro fit. T h is  means a fa r  
greater regu la tion  by governm ent 
of domestic economy. The capi­
ta lis ts  w i l l  have to “ reconcile”  
themselves to these new arrange­
m ents.

I t  is  easy to dismiss a ll o f th is  
by ca llin g  i t  nonsensical and U to­
p ian . B u t its  func tion  is  not 
Utopian. I t  tr ies  desperately to 
convince the inexperienced and 
u n in itia te d  th a t Anglo-Am erican 
cap ita lism  is d iffe re n t fro m  Ger- 
m an -Ita lia n  cap ita lism , th a t A n ­
g lo-A m erican  cap ita lism  is more 
gen ia l and k in d ly  and o ffe rs  the 
po ss ib ility  o f a so lu tion o f the 
w orld 's  ills . T h is  prepai'es the 
w a y  fo r  the acceptance o f w o rld ­
w ide  p o lic in g  by the  democracies 
“ fo r  the be ne fit o f a l l. ”  
i; Who is to inaugura te  the “ re-

est-type w orkers  in  Ind ia , the 
“ a ris to cracy”  o-f Ind ian  iabor, so 
to speak. W hich gives an 'idea 
o f w ha t the condtions o f the lo w ­
er-pa id  mass o f Ind ian  w orkers 
are like .

A  dock w o rke r w ith  whom  I 
one day s tru ck  up a conversation 
pointed out another 'w o rke r w ith  
a bandaged head passing by. Ho 
to ld  me th a t the day before the 
in ju re d  w o rke r had been w o rk ­
in g  on a ship and had made some 
pro test which a stool-pigeon had 
overheard. He was kicked o f f  the 
ship and la te r beaten up on the 
dock. A n y  p ro tes t is m e t w ith  
severe rep risa l fro m  the 'bosses.

S t ill,  these w orkers “ en joy”  
be tte r conditions than m ost o f 
the Ind ian  people. T h a t is be­
cause they have a m il ita n t  union, 
as I  la te r  learned, w h ich has en­
gaged in m any bloody strugg les 
and won m any im provem ents f o r  
them.

N A T IV E S ’ C O N D IT IO N S
M y m ost v iv id  l ’ecollections are 

o f the f i r s t  v is i t  I  made to  the 
na tive  quarters  o f an Ind ian  
c ity . I  w en t w ith  a fr ie n d  who 
warned me in  advance o f w ha t 
we would see and experience.

W e entered some na rrow , sm el­
ly . f i l t h y  streets, m ore  like  alleys, 
sw a rm ing  w ith  emaciated, h a lf-  
naked, ragged natives. A  p i t i fu l  
old woman, w ith  a huge abdom in­
al g ro w th , probably a tum or, ap­
proached and begged fo r  some 
money.

She fo llow ed us w ith  con tinu­
ous pleas, and fin a lly , despite m y 
fr ie n d ’s w arn ings, I  gave her a 
rupee. In s ta n tly , we were su r­
rounded by a mass o f beggars, 
p luck ing  a t us, c ry in g  and ho w l­
ing. They were a ll deform ed or 
diseased in  some way. W e had to

vo lu tio na ry ”  changes In cap ita l­
ism tha t Soule feels to be neces­
sary? Roosevelt and C hurch ill?  
Not a word is said on th is  v ita l 
score. Precisely here one can 
see the im portance of Soule’s 
conscious omission of any class 
analysis. Only a socia lis t society 
could e lim ina te  a ll form s o f ex­
p lo ita tion , could cooperate on a 
w orld  scale fo r the real benefit 
o f a ll peoples. C ap ita lis t society 
is u tte r ly  incapable of accom­
p lish in g  such ends. But. social­
ism can be brought about on ly  
by the workers of a ll lands. I f  
-they do not usher in  the social­
is t society, then the second w orld

New Boards To Control Seas And  
Shipping Now - And A fter W ar

B y A L B E R T  P A R K E R
W oodrow  W ilson prom ised th a t the 

f irs t  w o rld  w a r would be fo llow ed by 
the establishm ent o f a w o rld  order o f 
economic o p p o rtu n ity  and co-operation 
between a ll na tions wh ich, by do ing away 
w ith  the economic causes o f m odern 
w ar, would usher in  a period o f la s tin g  
peace.

T h is  prom ise was incorporated in  his 
“ Fourteen P o in ts ” ; one o f these po in ts 
guaranteed “ absolute freedom  o f na v i­
ga tion  upon the seas”  and another p rom ­
ised the rem oval “ so fa r  as possible”  o f 
“ a ll economic b a rrie rs  and the estab lish­
m ent o f an e q ua lity  o f trade conditions 
among a ll the nations consenting to  the 
peace.”

Everyone knows today .th a t these p ro ­
mises, designed to  w in  the support o f 
the w a r-h a tin g  masses fo r  the  w a r, were 
not kept, and th a t instead o f the period 
o f peace prom ised by W ilson there  was 
ushered in  a period o f in te ns ified  eco­
nomic w a rfa re  th a t was bound sooner 
o r 1 l i te r  to  e ru p t in to  a new w o rld  w a r.

“ Absolute freedom o f na v ig a tion ”  was 
shown to  mean absolute con tro l o f n a v i­
ga tion ; “ freedom o f the seas”  was tra n s ­
lated to mean freedom to  ru le  the seas. 
A lthough  the German people “ consent­
ed”  to  the peace, by ove rth row ing  th e ir  
monarch and his regim e, the German 
m erchant m arine  as w e ll as the navy 
was taken away, and German sea power 
destroyed by the v ic to rious  allies.

“ Economic b a rr ie rs ”  w e re  extended in ­
stead o f removed; t a r i f f  w a lls  were 
ra ised everywhere in  Europe and the 
U n ited  States; ra w  m a te ria ls 'w e re  seiz­
ed and w ith he ld  fro m  o the r nations. 

Same P rom ises A ga in  
The second w o rld  w a r version o f W il­

son's “ Fourteen P o in ts”  was the e igh t- 
p o in t “ A t la n t ic  C h a rte r”  adopted by 
Roosevelt and C h u rch ill la s t A ugust, and 
since endorsed by the others o f the  “ U n i­
ted N a tions” . L ik e  i t  predecessor, the 
“ A t la n t ic  C h a rte r”  prom ises “ freedom  o f 
the seas”  and “ trade  eq u a lity ”  qualified 
w ith  respect to  the  “ present ob liga tions”  
o f the signatories.

The M a rx is ts  o f the #f i r s t  w o rld  w a r 
predicted the outcome o f W ilso n ’s p rom ­
ises, b u t i t  was n o t u n t il the w a r was 
over th a t th e ir  "predictions were proved 
to  be true . The exact outcome o f the 
R ooseve lt-C hurch ill prom ises w i l l  l ik e ­
wise no t be Tevealed in  fu l l  u n t il a fte r  
"he w ar, fo r  th e ir  outcome depends to 
o certa in  degree on the outcome o f the 
w a r. B u t a lready, a lthough  th is  coun­
t r y  has been in  the  w a r as a fu l l- f ig h t ­

in g  p a rtic ip a n t fo r  such a sho rt tim e  
and has no t even fu l ly  organized its  w a r 
m achinery, , it is possible to  see the 
trends o f the fu tu re  in  the v e ry  o rgan ­
iza tion  o f th a t w a r m ach inery.

James B. Reston, N ew  Y o rk  T im es 
repo rte r, reports  some in te re s tin g  de­
velopm ents a long th is  line  in  the Feb. 8 
issue o f th a t  paper.

W hen C h u rch ill came to  W ash ing ton 
tw o m onths ago, he and Roosevelt had 
extensive ta lks  about the un ifica tion  o f 
B r it is h  and U n ited  States resources fo r  
the conduct o f the w a r.

Tw o Boards Set U p
One o f the resu lts  o f th is  conference 

was the estab lishm ent o f a Combined 
M a te ria ls  Board to “ plan the best speed- 

- iest development, expansion and use o f 
the raw  m a te ria l resources, under the 
ju r is d ic tio n  o r con tro l o f the tw o  gov­
ernm ents.”  T h is  com m ittee, says Res­
ton, “ has a u th o r ity  to  plan w h a t is to  
be done fo r  the du ra tio n  o f the w a r 
w ith  ap p rox im a te ly  seven-eighths o f a ll 
the s tra teg ic  raw  m a te ria ls  in  the w o rld .”

A lso  established was a Combined Ship­
p ing  A d ju s tm e n t Board to  determ ine the 
use o f the sh ipp ing  o f the “ U n ite d  N a ­
tions”  fo r  the du ra tion  o f the w ar.

There is no th in g  unusual in  the es­
tab lishm en t o f such boards fo r  the  con­
duct c f  the w a r; the  d iffe rence  between 
these boards and s im ila r  boards estab­
lished in  the f i r s t  w o rld  w ar, lies in  the 
use contem plated fo r  them  a fte r  the 
w ar.

C hurch ill, according to  Reston, was 
re lu c ta n t to discuss th is  aspect o f the 
question. In  fa c t, he “ was a l i t t le  can­
tankerous about do ing a n y th in g  about 
the pos t-w ar w o rld , w h ich  he dismissed 
as ‘ th a t una ttrac tive  ju n g le ’ .”

Roosevelt, however, fe l t  th a t these 
boards have an im p o rta n t “ fu tu re , no t 
on ly  in  w a r b u t in  the peace a f te r  the 
w a r.”

Reston, obviously expressing the views 
of the A d m in is tra tio n , declares th a t “ i t  
may be th a t the post-w ar operations o f 
the raw  m ateria ls  and sh ipp ing com­
m ittees w il l  prove to  be more im p o rta n t 
in  the long run  than th e ir  operations 
du rin g  the course o f the  c o n flic t its e lf.

“ The A t la n t ic  C harte r. . . c le a rly  in ­
dicates th a t the  a n ti-A x is  coa lition , i f  
v ic torious, in tends to  con tro l the d is­
tr ib u tio n  o f ra w  m a te ria ls  so th a t on ly  
those na tions w lio  are prepared to  co­
operate in estab lish ing and m a in ta in in g  
some k ind o f sensible new w o rld  order 
sha ll have access to  the essential raw  
m a te ria ls  o f the w o rld .

T o  C o n tro l S h ip p in g  T oo
“ S im ila r ly , h igh  o ffic ia ls  here who 

have been dealing w ith  the post-w ar 
problem  have made i t  c lear th a t in  th e ir  
op in ion i t  w i l l  be necessary fo r  a con­
siderable tim e  a fte r  the w a r to  con tro l 
n o t on ly  the  ra w  m ateria ls  b u t the sh ip­
p ing  o f the w o rld  fo r  the good o f those 
nations —  and those nations alone —  
who are prepared in  keeping the peace.

“ M r. C h u rch ill has thus cooperated 
w ith  M r. Roosevelt in  se ttin g  up m a­
ch inery to  con tro l m ost o f the stra teg ic  
raw  m ateria ls  and sh ipp ing  o f the world, 
not on ly fo r  the du ra tion  o f the w ar 
bu t fo r  the days a fte r  the w a r.”

Reston concludes h is a rtic le  by  say­
in g  th is  p lan fo r  “ A ng lo -A m erican  co­
opera tion”  'a f te r  the w a r  has no t been 
w h o lly  and com ple te ly w orked out, bu t 
th a t “ the h igh e r one .goes in  the  ranks 
o f the A d m in is tra tio n  the m ore ta lk  one 
finds o f th is  w a r-tim e  m ach inery ’s fo rm ­
in g  the basis o f some k ind  o f solid, p ra c ­
tic a l, economic co llabora tion fo r  peace.”

In  short, i t  is a lready obvious th a t  the 
prom ises o f the A t la n t ic  C h a rte r are 
fo llo w in g  the same path as the promises 
o f the  “ Fourteen P o in ts” , on ly  perhaps 
a t a more accelerated pace.

W hen C h u rch ill spoke to  Congress, he 
said th a t f iv e  o r s ix  years ago i t  m ig h t 
s t i l l  have been possible to  avoid the w a r 
i f  the U n ited  States and B r ita in  had 
insisted on d isarm am ent and i f  the y  had 
made availab le  to G erm any “ those m ate­
r ia ls , those raw  m ateria ls , w h ich we de­
clared in the A tla n tic  C harte r should n o t 
be denied to  any nation , v ic to r  o r van ­
quished.”

B u t i f  the s tru g g le  over raw  m ateria ls  
(and sh ipp ing  to  tra n s p o rt those raw  
m a te ria ls ) led to  the second w orld  w ar, 
is  i t  no t c lear th a t the course now p ro ­
posed fo r  the “ U n ited  N a tions”  w ill lead 
in  the fu tu re  a long the path o f renewed 
economic w a rfa re  th a t is  ce rta in  to  re ­
s u lt in  a th ird  w orld  w ar?

W h y C h u rc h ill Is  
“ C an tankerous”

I t  should no t be assumed th a t Church­
i l l  was re lu c ta n t to  discuss the post-w ar 
problem  because he had a d iffe re n t p ro ­
g ram  than  Roosevelt’s. He was “ can­
tankerous” , ac tu a lly , because he realizes 
th a t G reat B r ita in  is fa ted  to  p lay  a 
secondary ro le  a f te r  the w a r, th a t U n ited  
States cap ita lism  w i l l  ho ld the upper 
hand in the  event o f a v ic to ry  by the 
“ U n ited  N a tions” ; he pre fe rs  to  “ w a it  
and see”  before co m m ittin g  h im se lf.

R ay Tucker, a W ash ing ton co lum nist,

gave a p a r tia l ind ica tion , in h is Jan. 25 
a rtic le  p rin ted  in  the  F l in t  Journa l and 
o ther papers, o f w h y  B r ita in  hesija tes 
to com m it its e lf  on pos t-w ar questions:

“ The M ikado ’s unforeseen e rup tion  
Dec. 7 spoiled the  sm artest game o f in ­
te rn a tio n a l poker Uncle Sam ever hoped 
to  play.- The em peror’s subsequent suc­
cesses m ay also have robbed us o f chips 
we had planned to  use a t the peace ta ­
ble.”

“ The inside s to ry ” , as he calls it ,  
“ reads like  f ic t io n ” :

“ W illia m  Y ande ll E ll io t t ,  an economic 
adviser a t O ffice o f P roduction M anage­
m ent, had fram ed the b lue -p rin ts  fo r  
fo rm a tio n  o f an A ng lo -A m erican  carte l 
dom inated by the U n ited  States. The 
E ll io t t  corpora tion  would have obtained 
con tro l o f many key resources o f the 
B r it is h , D u tch  and Free French empires 
as w e ll as those produced in  th is  coun­
t r y  —  our cla im  to  m a jo r ity  ownership, 
according to  the H a rva rd  pro fessor’s 
fo rm u la , to depend on (he b illion s  o f 
lend-lease funds we are advancing to  our 
friends. Some re tu rn  was forecast fo r  
our vast investm ent. O ur post-w ar su­
perv is ion over th is  poo ling  o f the w orld 's 
go ld , food, rubber, t in , o ils, fa ts , sugar, 
petro leum , etc., would have provided us 
w ith  some ace cards in  any fina l d icke r­
in g  w ith  the  A llie d  v ic to rs  and A x is  
vanquished.”

T h a t th is  proposal was n o t an in d i­
v idua l and iso lated idea is shown in  
T ucke r’s s ta tem ent th a t “ i t  t ick led  th e  
fancy  o f m a te ria lis tic  and starry-eyed 
fe llow s  as close to  the W h ite  House as 
paper on the  w a ll. ”

Seed o f  F u tu re  W ars
T ucke r concludes, “ Now  the deal is 

o f f  because Messrs. H iro h ito  and To jo  
occupy the lands to 'w h ic h  we hoped to  
stake a c la im . A nd the ‘scorched e a rth ’ 
re tre a t fro m  th a t area m ay make them  
a l ia b i l i t y  ra th e r than  an .asset a f te r  the 
w a r.”  I f  the on ly  reason th a t “ the deal 
is  o f f ”  is because Japan te m p o ra rily  con­
tro ls  some o f these areas, and because o f 
a “ scorched ea rth ”  po licy  w h ich  n o to r i­
ously has scorched ve ry  l i t t le  earth, 
then p robab ly  the deal is  n o t o f f  a fte r  
a ll, and c e rta in ly  n o t perm anently .

B u t w hateve r the  outcome o f th is  p a r ­
tic u la r  “ deal” , i t  is  obvious fro m  "the w ay 
the  w a r is being run , and fro m  the  con­
f l ic ts  between the “ U n ited  N a tion s ”  
themselves, th a t as long as c a p ita lis t 
polic ies and r iv a lr ie s  ru le  the w o rld , the 
seed o f fu tu re  w ars is present and w i l l  
be nourished.

l i te ra lly  f ig h t  ou r w ay th rough  
them and run  to  escape.

These beggars are the h a ll­
m ark  o f conditions in  Ind ia . They 
are everywhere, in vast numbers. 
The sick, the in ju red , the m aim - 

j ed receive l i t t le  o r no care from  
the B r it is h  au tho ritie s  in  Ind ia . 

I A l l  they can do is t r y  to  drag 
) ou t th e ir  existence, begg ing in 
the streets u n t il they f in a lly  drop 
•dead.

A lo ng  the streets, w herever I  
w on t in  any Ind ian  c ity , I  saw 
m any b lind  and cripp led natives. 
I  also observed the g re a t num ber 
o f people forced to live  on the 
streets. W hole fam ilies , men, -wo­
men and ch ild ren, m ake th e ir  
•homes on the streets and side­
walks. Here, am id noise and filth , 
they eat, sleep and die. A nd such 
is the hunger and disease th a t 
even young  men and women ap­
pear -aged and bentv A c tu a lly , 
there are few  re a lly  old people, 
because the death ra te  is so ap­
pa lling .

I  'learned, w h ile  in  C a lcutta , 
th a t once a Week the  ¡B ritish  
au tho ritie s  send a tru c k  around 
the streets o f the c ity  to  p ick  up 
the dead. In  life , the natives are 
trea ted lik e  d ir t ,  and, in  death, 
like  garbage.

E N S L A V E D  P E A S A N T S
The peasant masses in  Ind ia  

are. j f  an y th in g , even worse o f f  
than  the natives in  the cities.

I  was able on one occasion to 
tra v e l a sho rt distance in to  the 
in te r io r. In  a sm all v illa g e  o f 
t in y , one-room thatched hu ts l in ­
ing  a ra ilro a d  tra ck , I  had the 

¡good fo rtu n e  to meet and ta lk  
w ith  a leader o f a peasant group 
fro m  one o f the in te r io r  p ro v in ­
ces.

We sat on the f lo o r  o f one o f

w ar can on ly  b r in g  a fte r i t  a 
new armed truce resu ltin g  a fte r 
an appropria te  period o f gesta­
tion  in  a th ird  w o rld  w ar 
L IB E R A L IS M . S N A R E  FOR 
Y O U N G  IN T E L L E C T U A L S

The ro le played by the Soules 
needs constantly  to be pointed 
out to young in te llectua ls . The 
k in d  of w r i t in g  indulged in  by  
these henchmen of cap ita lism  is 
intended to snare young in te lle c ­
tua ls in to  the cap ita lis t fo ld. The 
use o f apparently rad ica l phrase­
ology and " la rg e " thoughts covers 
up the real core o f th ings. E very 
great s itu a tio n - is ra tiona lized 
one w ay o r another to secure 
support fo r monopoly cap ita lism . 
The adm ission o f social evils and 
the need fo r  re a lly  rad ica l change 
are ju s t so much b a it  to  th row  
young minds, o ff the track. N o th ­
in g  could illu s tra te  th is  bette r 
than Soule's long-winded cover 
fo r im peria lism .

The so lu tion  fo r  im p e ria lis t 
w a r can on ly  he an in te rna tiona l 
so lu tion. Soule says o f h im se lf 
tha t he Joes “ not th in k  th a t the 
U n ited States is ju s t another E u­
rope. o r that, a ll human problems 
can be solved by  m erg ing  them in  
an un d iffe re n ttia ted  in te rn a tio n ­
a lism .”  He clarifies th is , to show 
th a t he accepts and wishes to 
preserve Am erican economic pre­
dominance.

H is to ry  presents us w ith  many 
nations and countries a t various 
uneven levels o f development. 
Soule th in k s  th a t in te rn a tio n a l­
ism would mean the s in k in g  of 
a ll lands to the lowest levels. B u t 
the in te rna tiona l w o rk in g  class 
movement would raise the level 
of a ll peoples to th a t of the most 
advanced countries. And the ef­
fect o f the second w o rld  w a r w ill 
be to low er cu ltu re  and c iv iliz a ­
tion  everywhere. In  fact, i f  cap­
ita lism  continues to predom inate 
a fte r the war, there is every dan­
ger th a t c iv iliz a tio n  w i l l  s ink  
in to  the abyss. The p lann ing  o f 
world-w ide production w i l l  be­
come less and less possible in  an 
impoverished w orld .
It

the  huts, w h ich  was about e igh t 
feet, square and in  w h ich  seven 
people were forced to live , and 
he to ld  me o f the conditions o f 
the peasants in h is province.

He described to  me the te rr ib le  
pove rty  and s u ffe r in g  o f the 
peasants, who arc v ir tu a l slave's 
o f the ra jah  who owns a ll the 
land. The l i t t le  the peasants 
manage to ge t to  live  on, is a l­
m ost a ll taken away in  taxes. He 
recited one o f the na tive  proverbs 
cu rre n t in the province: “ I f  a 
m an has h is  be lly  fu l l  three tim es 
a year, he is indeed fo rtu n a te .”

The peasants are no t pe rm itted  
to  leave the ra ja h ’s land. I f  they 
t r y  to  escape, they  are tra iled , 
and i f  the y  are caught, they  are 
to rtu re d  and beaten. Besides, the 
peasant leader said to me, “ Even 
i f  they do escape, where w ould 
they g o ? ”

The ra ja h , who aids the  B r it is h  
ru le rs  to  keep the peasants in  
subjection, is in  tu rn  g iven the 
fu l l  support o f the B r it is h  should 
the peasants p ro tes t o r tu rn  re ­
bellious.

A  few  years p rev ious ly , the 
peasants in  th is  province had re ­
vo lted aga ins t the ta x  collections 
and opposed the paym en t o f the 
s taggering  taxes. The B r it is h  
m asters p ro m p tly  sent troops 
in to  the province and the  peas­
ants were m erc iless ly  shot down.

E V E R Y  S TR U G G LE  A  F IG H T  
A G A IN S T  B R IT IS H  R U LE R S

E ve ry  s tru g g le  o f the na tives 
—  even the sm allest s tr ik e  over 
the m ost e lem entary demands —  
is m et w ith  arm ed suppression.
I  was in fo rm ed on m ore than one 
occasion th a t the ^native w orkers 
take i t  fo r  g ran ted  th a t when 
they go on s tr ike , the B r it is h  
ru le rs  w i l l  send troops to  a tte m p t 
to  te rro r iz e  them  in to  subm is­
sion.

One un ion leader to ld  me o f 
the experiences o f the  w orkers, 
in the g re a t o il-fie lds  o f  Assam, 
who a fe w  years ago organized 
and w e n t ou t on s tr ik e . Thou­
sands o f w orkers  were invo lved, 
and i t  appeared th a t the y  "would 
w in . B u t the B r it is h  sent troops 
in to  the o il- f ie ld s  and l i te ra lly  
machine-'gunned the w o rkers  baOk 
to  w ork .

A  s tr ik e  in  In d ia , the re fo re , 
is a lw ays viewed by the w orkers  
as m ore than  a s trugg le  aga inst 
an in d iv idu a l boss. They know 
i t  is  a s trugg le  aga ins t the B r i t ­
ish governm ent its e lf, w h ich  a l­
ways comes p ro m p tly  to  the  aid 
o f the bosses.

M ost o f the sold iers and police 
in  In d ia  come fro m  a separate, 
sm all tr ibe , the  S ikhs, who per­
fo rm  the same role fo r  the B r i t ­
ish ru le rs  as the Cossacks fn  Rus­
sia did fo r  the  Czars.

In  a ll the tim e  I  was in  Ind ia ,
I  cannot reca ll seeing a s ing le  
na tive  so ld ie r who was n o t a 
S ikh, who are easily d is tin g u ish ­
able fro m  the re s t o f the popu la­
tion  by th e ir  long, b lack beards. 
Few Ind ian  natives are w ill in g  
to  jo in  the  a rm y  and f ig h t  fo r  
the B r it is h ;  m oreover, the  B r i t ­
ish do n o t look w ith  fa v o r on g iv ­
in g  m il i ta r y  tra in in g  and arm s 
to  any bu t the bribed and p r iv i­
leged Sikhs.

T h is  is on ly  a sketchy p ic tu re  
o f the conditions w h ich have bred 
ha tred o f the B r it is h  ru l in g  class 
in to  the ve ry  bones o f the In ­
dian masses and w h ich  lie  a t the 
roots o f th e ir  g ro w in g  f ig h t  fo r  
na tiona l independence.

M y  m ost fo rtu n a te  experience 
in  Ind ia  was to  meet a num ber 
o f w o rke rs  be longing to  unions 
and na tive  p o lit ic a l o rgan izations, 
fro m  whom I  secured firs t-h a n d  
accounts o f the s tru g g le  now de­
ve lop ing  in  Ind ia .

(The conclusion o f th is  a rtic le , 
describ ing some organ iza tions and 
p o lit ic a l tendencies in  Ind ia  w i l l  
appear in  ne x t week's M IL I ­
T A N T ).
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JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. M il i ta r y  tra in in g  o f  w o rke rs , financed  

by  the  g ove rn m e n t, b u t u n d e r c o n tro l 
o f  the  tra de  u n ion s . S pecia l o ff ic e rs ’ 
t ra in in g  cam ps, financed  b y  th e  gov­
e rn m e n t b u t c o n tro lle d  by the  trade  
u n ion s , to  t ra in  w o rke rs  to  becom e 
o ffic e rs .

2 . T ra d e  u n io n  wages f o r  a ll w o rke rs  
d ra fte d  in to  the  a rm y .

3 . F u l l  e q u a lity  f o r  Negroes in  the  a rm ed 
fo rces  and the  w ar in d u s tr ie s — D ow n 
w ith  J im  C row ism  everyw here .

4 . C on fisca tion  o f  a ll w a r p ro fits . E x p ro ­
p r ia t io n  o f  a ll w a r in d u s tr ie s  and th e ir  
o p e ra tio n  u n d e r w o rke rs ’  c o n tro l.

5 . F o r  a r is in g  scale o f  wages to  m eet the  
r is in g  cost o f  l iv in g .

6 . W o rk e rs  D efense G uards against v ig ­
ila n te  and fasc is t attacks.

7 . A n  In d e p e n d e n t L a b o r P a rty  based on 
the  T ra d e  U n ions .

8 . A  W o rk e rs ’ and F a rm e rs ’ G ove rn ­
m e n t. /

Labor Needs Its 
Own Military Policy

Walter Reuthcr, director ot the General Motors 
• Division of the United Auto Workers, suggested 
on Feb. 22 that members of labor unions be given 
m ilita ry training “ to assist the Arm y in the event 
of enemy attacks on coastal cities and defense pro­
duction areas.”

Leaving aside Reuther’s motivations in making 
this proposal, there is no question but that in 
this period workers in civilian life require m ili­
tary training for the protection of their own class 
interests. Most workers w ill agree that M ilita ry 
training is a handy thing at a time when all the 
important questions of the day are being decided 
arms in hand.

But under what conditions shall the workers 
in the trade unions receive m ilita ry training? Who 
shall control the program? Shall workers receive 
only the training given to privates in the Army 
or shall some of them receive more specialized 
and intensive training in the m ilita ry arts enabling 
them to become m ilita ry leaders, that is, officers? 
What shall be the relations between the worker- 
soldiers and the worker-officers? Flow shall such 
a program be financed?

The answer to these problems, which are cer­
ta in ly as important as the recognition of the need 
for m ilita ry training, can be found in the program, 
long advocated by T H E  M IL IT A N T  and /the 
Socialist Workers Party, for:

“ M ilita ry  training of workers, financed by the 
government, but under the control of the trade 
unions. Special.officers’ training camps, financed 
by the government but controlled by the trade 
unions, to train workers to become officers.”

Just as the workers look to the trade unions to 
protect their interests on the economic field, so 
should they look to them to protect their inter­
ests on the m ilita ry  field. Far better for them to 
receive m ilita ry  instruction under the democratic 
control and direction of their own trade unions 
than under the direction of the brass hats whom 
they have learned through experience to suspect 
as hostile to the interests of the labor movement.

I f  the units of workers are to be effective as a 
trained force, they must also provide for special 
training of workers as officers. Such training w ill 
take more time and cannot be given in after- 
work hours. Special camps must be set up where 
selected workers can become trained as officers 
capable of leading their brothers in battle.

What would be more democratic than to have 
the worker*-soldiers choose their own officers, as 
they do the trade union officials? Where could they 
find people more devoted to their interests, more 
trustworthy, than the same shop-stewards and 
union militants who lead them in their everyday 
struggle for better conditions?

As for finances, what proposal could be more 
logical than to ask Congress to appropriate the 
necessary money? When Congress can spend more 
than a hundred billion dollars in the name of a 
war against fascism, why shouldn’t it  be called 
on to spend a few m illion dollars to enable the 
training of a force that would be the strongest 
possible guarantee against the establishment of 
fascism in this country?

Our program for m ilita ry  training has been 
based from the beginning on the understanding 
that workers must learn how to use the advanced 
m ilita ry  techniques used by their enemies. Super­
ficial critics o f this program used to sneer that we 
needn’t worry, the government would see to it that

the workers would get such training in the army; 
they chose to ignore the special problems created 
for the workers in the new situation of world m ili­
tarization.

But now that the spread of the war has led to 
a growing realization of the need for m ilitary 
training of the workers in civilian life as well as 
of the soldiers, who can honestly deny that our 
program alone provides protection of the special 
class interests of the workers? Who now w ill deny 
that the workers would have been much better o ff 
today i f  the trade unions and other workers’ or­
ganizations had adopted such a program long ago?

Anti-Labor Offensive
h was necessary to read a b it between the lines 

of President Roosevelt’s speech Monday night to 
see that his main emphasis was directed against 
labor and its demands for higher wages and the 
union shop.

But it is not necessary to read between the lines 
of the statements of Roosevelt’s subordinates and 
Congressional supporters to understand that the 
Administration is supporting an intensive drive 
against the rights and conditions of the working 
class.

An Associated Press dispatch on Feb. 25 report­
ed that a “ drastic ‘work or figh t’ ”  law may soon 
be sought “ by the Administration”  at the behest 
of “ officials charged with responsibility for all- 
out production” —  the corporation agents of the 
War Production Board.

Price Administrator Leon Henderson, and his 
assistants, have been publicly urging against any 
general wage increases in the face of rising prices, 
and Henderson has b luntly demanded that the 
War Labor Board deny the general wage demands 
of the CIO.

On the heels of Roosevelt’s speech, Democratic 
poll-tax Representative Howard Smith on Tues­
day announced in Congress that he would sponsor 
a measure to suspend the Wage-Hour Law for 
the duration of the war. And the press reports 
that he is receiving wide-spread ‘Congressional 
support for his proposal.

A ll facts point to an intensive co-ordinated anti- 
labor drive of the corporations, capitalist press 
and Congressmen, to whose fire Roosevelt’s speech 
added much fuel.

Significantly, every blow is being directed at 
labor. None are being struck at the monopolists 
and war profiteers. Under the 'pretext of war-time 
necessity, the employing class is striving to. put 
over the union-smashing, labor-crushing program 
it could not realize in peace-time.

W ar Secrets And  
Civil Liberties

The Department of Justice on Feb. 16 sent to 
Congress a proposal for a law making it a penal 
offense for any one to make public, without au­
thority, "any file, instrument, letter, memorandum, 
book, pamphlet, paper, document, manuscript, 
map, picture, plan, record or other w riting”  desig­
nated by any government agency as "secret”  or 
“ confidential” , or even to divulge its “ substance, 
purport, effect or meaning.”

This was so obviously a measure which could 
be employed to censor and silence discussion of 
any report, document or activ ity of the govern­
ment and any individual in the government, that 
even reactionary Congressmen and the entire cap­
italist press condemned it.

Attorney General Biddle, who had sent the bill 
to Congress, was called on Feb. 24 before a hear­
ing of a Senate committee. Although he had 
sought to sneak the bill through in its most dras­
tic form, Biddle yielded a b it under pressure and 
told the committee that if  it wanted to modify 
the bill that was its privilege. “ I am bringing 
this baby to your doorstep.”

The Senators, of course, held no objections to 
the main purposes and basic contents of the bill. 
They sought merely certain emendations which 
would enable them to say what they had to say.

But these modifications would in no wise eli­
minate the central vicious feature of the bill, which 
could still be employed as an instrument to keep 
from the public not only m ilita ry  secrets but 
also information which might draw criticism and 
popular opposition.

This b ill was drafted years ago, but the favor­
able opportunity did not arise to present it until 
the current war situation made it possible to in­
troduce it in the guise of a measure to safeguard 
m ilitary secrets.

That this is not, however, and never was the 
primary intent of the bill is indicated by I. F. 
Stone, in the New York newspaper PM,  Feb. 18, 
who disclosed that “ a high official of the Justice 
Dept., whose name I cannot ..disclose, said this 
bill had nothing to do with the war effort and 
had been under discussion by an interdepartment- 

’ al committee for several years. This official said 
the b ill antedated the war.”

Even if  this b ill should not be passed, the fact 
'tha t Biddle and the Department of Justice have 
sponsored it constitutes a timely warning to the 
American masses o f the dangerous channels in 
which the Administration’s mind is travelling.
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Business Background 
Of Nelson, Head of WPB
Corporation He Comes From Is Connected 
With Powerful, Labor-Hating Monopolies

Last month the Truman Senate Investigating Committee 
pointed out that the dollar-a-year men in charge of the war 
production program “ subconsciously reflect the opinions and 
conclusions which they formerly reached as managers of large 
interests”  with respect to their handling of contracts, margin of 
profits agreed to, etc. But the only solution the Committee was 
able to  o ffe r  fo r  th is  s itua -®  
t io n  was th a t these do lla r-a -year 
men be obliged to  resign fro m  
the corpora tions fro m  which they 
came and to w o rk  on a s tra ig h t 
governm ent sa lary.

W hen Donald Nelson, head o f 
the W ar P roduction Board, ap­
peared before the T rum an Com­
m ittee  on Jan. 28 to defend the 
do lla r-a-yeai'-m en, he did  not 
even t r y  to re fu te  the charge o f 
“ unconscious b ias”  to  b ig  busi­
ness on the p a r t o f the do lla r- 
a -year men; he m ere ly contented 
h im se lf w ith  assuring the Com ­
m ittee th a t th e ir  proposal would 
not solve the s itua tion  because 
such bias would no t be elim inated 
among men w ith  long big  business 
backgrounds even i f  they were 
paid by the governm ent. W here­
upon the Com m ittee, no t da ring  
to suggest th a t con tro l o f the 
w a r production p rogram  be taken 
aw ay fro m  b ig  business men a l­
together, m eekly w ith d re w  its  
proposal.

B earing  Nelson’s assurance in 
m ind, i t  is in te res tin g  to  ge t some

lig h t  on N e lson’s own back­
ground.

Nelson is best known in busi­
ness circ les as an executive fo r  
Sears-Roebuck.

Sears-Roebuck has in te r lo ck ­
in g  d irectora tes w ith  8 corpora­
tions :

General Food C o rpo ra tion ; B. 
F . Goodrich Co; C ontinenta l Can 
C orpo ra tion ; N a tion a l D a i r y  
Products Co; McKesson-Robbins; 
M acy’s; G im bels; N o rth  A m e r­
ican U t il ity .

These e igh t corpora tions in 
tu rn  in te rlo ck  w ith  38 o ther cor­
porations :

F ive  b ig  banks, inc lud ing  the 
I llin o is  B ank ing  and T ru s t Co. 
which had a b illio n  do lla rs in  as­
sets as o f 1935.

Two investm en t trus ts .
Ten u tilit ie s , inc lud ing  the 

A m erican  Telephone and 'T)ele- 
g raph, la rge s t in the coun try , and 
s tre tch in g  fro m  Consolidated E d i­
son o f New Y o rk  to  the P ac ific  
Gas and E lectric .

N ine (railroads, in c lud in g  the 
New York Central and Union Pa-

cific  and M. K . and T. R.R.
Three insurance companies, the 

New Y o rk  L ife , M e trop o litan  L ife  
and M u tua l L ife , w ith  combined 
assets o f 7.7 b illions  in  1935.

Tw o m otion p ic tu re  corpora­
tions, P aram ount and Loew ’s.

Seven 'other la rge  corpora tions: 
C h rys le r o f the B ig  3 in  au to ; 
Texas O il;  U n ion C arbide; In te r ­
na tiona l H a rves te r; A llis -C ha lm - 
ers; W ilson  and Co. o f the B ig  
4 in m eat; and U . S. Rubber.

O N L Y  P A R T  OF STORY
W ith o u t considering the  huge 

num ber o f add itiona l in te rlo ck in g  
d irectora tes w h ich these 38 cor­
porations have in  tu rn , 1935 f ig ­
ures re p o rt th a t the 47 corpora­
tions had lis ted  assets am ount­
in g  to a to ta l o f 31 Zi b illio n  do l­
la rs.

I t  is tru e  th a t Nelson ostenta­
tio u s ly  resigned his executive post 
w ith  Sears-Roebuck when he took 
over the job  o f heading the W ar 
P roduction Board, b u t no' one 
doubts th a t his old job, i f  no t a 
be tte r one, w i l l  be w a it in g  fo r  
h im  as soon as he wants to  go 
back to it .

I t  is  tru e  th a t now ho is paid 
by the governm ent instead o f by 
Sears-Roebuck, b u t as he h im ­
self po in ted out, th is  does no t 
change the basic a tt itu d e  o f co r­
po ra tion  executives o f l o n g  
standing.

M eanwhile, i t  is easier to un­
derstand his ac tiv itie s  as w a r 
production ch ie f in  the l ig h t  o f 
th is  background.

Churchill Shuffles W ar 
Cabinet, Adds Cripps

(Continued from  page 1)
policies; i t  shows th a t funda­
m en ta lly  his program  is no d i f ­
fe ren t from  C h u rc h ill’s.

T H E  “ R A D IC A L ’S”  A P P E A L
A ll C ripps had to  say to the 

German w orkers was th a t H it le r  
faced “ certa in  defeat”  eventua l­
ly . He declared th a t the w orkers 
o f the USSR and B r ita in  are 
ready to do th e ir  u tm ost to 
achieve th is , and predicted tha t 
a lthough B r ita in  had lo s t its  dom­
ination  o f the seas in the South­
western P acific , “ the A llie s  w ill 
regain th e ir  su p e rio r ity .”

In  o ther words, he did no t say 
a s ingle th in g  th a t could possi­
b ly  arouse the German w o rke rs  
to s trugg le  fo r  the  ove rth row  o f 
H it le r ;  he did no t say a s ingle 
th in g  th a t C h urch ill h im se lf 
could no t say and has no t a lready 
said m any tim es. A pp a re n tly , 
now th a t he holds a cabinet post, 
he is qu ite  con tent to  fo rg e t 
about an im m ediate clear enunci-’ 
a tion  o f peace aims.

As a m a tte r o f fa c t, the p ro b ­
able e ffe c t o f C ripps ’ speech wan 
to th ro w  the German workers 
in to  g rea te r despair and passiv­
ity .  They fe a r th a t a v ic to ry  by 
England w i l l  re su lt in  another 
V ersa illes T re a ty  and the same 
k ind o f s u ffe r in g  they had to  en­
dure a fte r  the f i r s t  w o rld  w ar.

And when the “ soc ia lis t”  
C ripps, whom someone once c a ll­
ed “ the m ost dangerous revo lu ­
tio n a ry  in  Eng land” , has no th ing 
more to say about, w ha t w ill hap­
pen tos the German people a fte r  
the w ar than C h urch ill o r Eden, 
and has no th ing  re a lly  to  te ll 
them b u t th a t H it le r  w i l l  lose 
the w ar, th e ir  fea rs are increas­
ed.

Thus the on ly  people in G er­
m any benefited by C ripps’ speech 
were the N azi leaders, who take 
advantage o f such speeches to 
t r y  to convince the German mass­
es th a t there is no a lte rn a tive  to

a H it le r  v ic to ry  bu t another V e r ­
sailles.

C h u rch ill too, o f course, is 
benefited by such a speech, be­
cause i t  serves to  emphasize to 
the B r it is h  w orkers th a t C ripps 
the “ rad ica l” , does no t have any 
more rad ica l p rogram  than 
C hurch ill. He is also benefited 
in o ther ways by having some­
one like  C ripps in  his cabinet.

C R IPPS ’ USES 
FOR C H U R C H IL L

C h u rch ill has n o t changed his 
po licy on the colon ia l question, 
and he does no t in tend  to. I t  is 
ve ry  use fu l fo r  h im , a t a tim e  
when th a t po licy  is under f ire ,  
to  have in  the cabinet a man 
whose prom otion, as Quincy Howe 
po in ts  out, “ should have a g rea t 
m ora l e ffe c t th rou gh ou t A s ia  
where he is known to  sym path ize 
w ith  the asp ira tions o f the native 
popu la tion .”

I t  is  useful fo r  C h u rch ill a t a 
tim e  when Ind ia  has become the 
biggest in te rn a l problem o f the 
em pire to have in  the  cab inet a 
man who is on fr ie n d ly  term s 
w ith  the na tio n a lis t leaders, Gan­
dh i and N ehru— especially a man 
who has already tr ie d  to  sell them  
on support o f B r ita in ’s w a r!

C hurch ill has no t changed his 
po licy on the Soviet U n ion —  a 
po licy  aimed a t u t il iz in g  fo r  
G reat B r ita in  the s trugg le  o f the 
USSR aga inst H it le r ,  and th'cn 
tu rn in g  aga inst the w o rke rs ’ 
s tate —  and he does not- in tend 
to change th is  po licy  e ither.

I t  is useful fo r  C h u rch ill to  
have in his cab inet a man like  
C ripps who' is regarded among 
the broad masses as a pro-S oviet 
elem ent and who is ac tu a lly  a 
fr ie n d  on ly  o f the reactionary  
S ta lin is t bureaucracy; who can be 
used as a cover fo r  C h u rc h ill’s 
po licy d u rin g  the period o f co lla ­
bora tion  w ith  S ta lin , and then | 
discarded when C h u rch ill tu rns  
aga inst the Soviet U n ion i f  he 
w on ’t  go along.

And no t the least o f C ripps ’

uses to C h u rch ill lies in h is  new 
job  as leader o f the House o f 
Commons, where his tasks w il l  be 
as a “ soc ia lis t”  to defend Church­
i l l ’s policies aga ins t c r it ic is m  and 
opposition, especia lly fro m  the 
le ft.  '

Anne 0 ’IIa re  M cCorm ick m 
the New Y ork  T imes, Feb. 21, 
says, C ripps ’ appo in tm en t is a 
s tr ik in g  s ign “ o f the unchang 
ing  a d a p ta b ility  o f a na tion th a t 
can a lw ays count on a Socia list 
to uphold the B r it is h  system and 
an a n ti- im p e r ia lis t to  help save 
the em pire ”

A c tu a lly , i t  is a s ign o f the 
unchanging treachery  o f p e tty - 
bourgeois re fo rm is ts  who can a l­
ways be counted on to  ra l ly  to 
the defense o f cap ita lism  when 
i t  is in  a c ris is ; i t  is a s ign th a t 
C h u rch ill knows C ripps ’ num ber; 
i t  is a sign o f the bankrup tcy  o f 
the non -revo lu tiona ry  opposition 
to  C h urch ill and his reg im e; i t  
is a sign th a t fundam enta l p o li­
cies have no t been changed and 
w il l  no t be changed w ith  a s h u f­
f l in g  o r re s h u ff lin g  o f  the cabi 
ne t; i t  is a sign th a t i f  the B r i t ­
ish w orkers w an t, to g e t r id  o f 
C h u rch ill’s ru inous and reaction­
a ry  policies, they w i l l  have to 
press fo rw a rd  to  the establish 
m ent o f a W orke rs ’ Governm ent 
in B r ita in , w h ich by recogn iz ing 
the na tiona l independence o f In  
dia and the o ther colonies w il l  
be able to  e ffe c t a la s tin g  a l­
liance w ith  the colon ia l people, 
pow erfu l enough to  de feat the 
fascists and destroy fascism  
everywhere.
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Prime Minister 
O f A n  Empire In
State O f Decay

------------- By M SXEIN -------

C h u rc h i l l ’s V ote  o f  C on fidence
“ W hen I  was called upon, ne a rly  tw o  years ago, 

to be P rim e M in is te r there  were n o t m any app lica­
tions fo r  the jo b .”  Thus spoke M r. C h u rch ill on 
Jan. 27 before the House o f Commons when he Re­
manded a vote o f confidence.

C h u rc h ill’s m onopoly a tt itu d e  to the post o f P rim e 
M in is te r would have been im possib le even in  the 
f ir s t  q u a rte r o f the present cen tury . The young, v ig ­
orous, ye t un tried , r is in g  Labo r P a rty  was in  the 
fie ld, ready to  assume leadership, and ho ld ing  o u t 
the prom ise o f Socialism  to  be established in  a legal, 
pa rlia m en ta ry . . . B r it is h  way.

H ow  T im es H ave Changed. . .
A nd to go a step fu r th e r , such an a ttitu d e  was 

inconceivable in the decade preceeding the present 
w a r. B y th is  tim e , i t  is true , the Labor P a rty  had 
had its  tu rn  a t the helm  o f the E m pire . I t  betrayed 
its  S oc ia lis t prom ises, b ro ug h t d isc red it on its e lf, 
was swept ou t o f office th rou gh  the faked “ Z inoviev 
le tte r ”  w h ich  the honorable Tories, a ll com ing fro m  
good fam ilies , o f course, d id  no t hesitate to use. 
The Labor P a r ty  was in add ition  s p lit  and beheaded 
by Ramsay M cDonald and his m in is te r ia l fr ien ds  
who w en t over lock, stock and b a rre l to  the Con­
servatives.

Even though pa rlia m en ta ry  li fe  was d u ll in  th is  
period —  between the debacle o f the Labor P a r ty  
and the outbreak o f the w a r —  there were p le n ty  
o f candidates fo r  the job  o f P rim e  M in is te r. The 
t ru th  is, the qua lifica tions fo r  th is  jo b  had been 
lowered considerably. The p r im a ry  task  o f a P rim e 
M in is te r was to  s it  t ig h t.  The w o rk  o f the  fo re ig n  
office was carried  ou t in rou tine  fash ion by the  
professional secretaries and d ip lom ats. The o ther 
tasks were even more so a m a tte r o f ad m in is tra tive  
rou tine .

There were such m atte rs  as I ta ly ’s assault on E th io ­
pia, the Spanish C iv il W ar, Japan’s a ttack  on China. 
B u t the B r it is h  genius fo r  compromise a lw ays found 
a so lu tion—  le t the r iv a l im p e ria lis ts  take w h a t they  
w ant, and as long as i t  isn ’t  a chunk o f the B r it is h  
E m pire , a face-saving fo rm u la  w i l l  be found some­
how.

I f  C h u rch ill bestirred  h im se lf and made a speech 
in the  House o f Commons about the speed w ith  w h ich  
Nazi G erm any was a rm in g  its e lf,  and about the 
re su lta n t danger to t iie  B r it is h  E m pire , i t  was easy 
to  answer h im . A l l  one had to  do was to  po in t ou t 
th a t Henderson, Am bassador to Germ any, was H i t ­
le r ’s bosom fr ie n d , th a t he was be ing feasted by 
G oering ; where th is  did no t Suffice, a w h ispe r in to  
the ear o f those who re a lly  counted, th a t H i t le r ’s 
w a r p repara tions were re a lly  d irected aga inst the 
Soviet U nion, was enough to do the  t r ic k .  T h is  was 
the era in w h ich  a B a ldw in  could do equa lly  as w e ll 
as a Cham berla in o r fo r  th a t m a tte r  anybody else 
on the  fo s te r b f Conservative members o f P a r lia ­
m ent who m ig h t be picked ou t o f a hat.

Then came the b litz  and the storm . Poland was 
overrun by the N az i w a r machine. T h a t was exp la in ­
able. Poland was an in land coun try  p re tty  w e ll en­
circ led by Germ any and the re  was no w ay o f reach­
in g  i t  w ith  aid. A t  least th is  was a good excuse. 
B u t fo llo w in g  the fa l l  o f Poland, N o rw a y  fe ll,  de­
sp ite  B r it is h  aid. I t  is tru e  th is  too was no chunk 
o f the E m pire , bu t i t  c e rta in ly  was a b low  to  Im p e ria l 
naval p restige  and a so rt o f ha rb inge r o f the fu tu re .

C h u rc h i l l ’s U n iq u e  Q u a lifica tio n s
The e a rly  A llie d  defeats resu lted in  the rise  o f 

C h u rch ill to the post o f P rim e  M in is te r. F o r who 
was there am ong the p o litic ian s  mdre em inen tly  q u a li­
fied than lie?

He was the m ost g ifte d  speaker in  the House o f 
Commons. One does no t need g re a t eloquence in  p ro­
c la im in g  v ic to ries  —  they speak fo r  themselves. B u t 
one needs the g i f t  o f a C h u rch ill to  exp la in  aw ay 
defeats. C h u rch ill w i l l  go down in  h is to ry  as the 
g rea test post-m ortem  speaker o f a ll tim e. Is  there 
a n y th in g  th a t can compare to his fam ous speech 
about “ blood, to il,  tears, and sw eat” ? The fa c t  is 
th a t in th is  speech he ou td id  even h im se lf. A f te r  
D u n k irk  came Greece, .Crete and now S ingapore.

H is S ingapore post-m ortem  speech was on ly  a pale 
shadow o f his previous ora tions; bu t perhaps he can 
be fo rg ive n  fo r  th is , perhaps he f e l t  the  s itua tion  
too  deeply and too personally. Jus t t r y  to  p u t y o u r­
se lf in  his position. H ow  would you fee l about the  
loss o f one o f the richest jew els o f the E m p ire  w h ich  
is under y o u r stew ardsh ip, especially when there  is 
so l i t t le  prom ise fo r  a tu rn  in  fo rtu n e ?

I t  makes good rh e to ric  when you stand before P a r­
liam en t and p o in t to A m erica  and its  trem endous in ­
d u s tria l resources; p o in t to  Russia and the g lorious 
v ic tories  o f  the Red A rm y ; po in t to China and its  
tenacious f ig h t  fo r  independence. B u t the  honorable 
members o f P a rliam e n t know  th a t the Red A rm y  
is no t f ig h t in g  fo r  the p reserva tion  o f the B r it is h  
E m p ire ; th a t i f  an y th in g , Ch ina ’s s trugg le  fo r  inde­
pendence is a had exam ple fo r  the oppressed masses 
o f In d ia ; and i f  one heeds rum ors, he m ig h t en te r­
ta in  a germ  o f a doubt as to w hethe r W a ll S tree t is 
e n tire ly  unselfish in  its  so lic itude fo r  the B r it is h  
E m pire .

W ho represents the g re a te s t menace to  the E m pire  
—  its  enemies o r its  allies? This question looms b ig ­
ge r to the M .P .’s as tim es goes on. B u t here again 
C h u rch ill and his unique position provide them  w ith  
the on ly  ra y  o f hope they can see.

C h urch ill knows his in d ispensab ility  and he makes 
the m ost o f it .  T h is  is w h y  he can stand up before 
the august body o f P a rlia m e n t and say: “ The House 
would f a i l  in its  d u ty  i f  i t  did n o t in s is t on freedom  
o f debate and a clear, honest, b lu n t vote thereon.”  
O rd in a rily , these words would be m ere ly  an expres­
sion o f a dem ocratic p la titud e . On the  lip s  o f M r. 
C hurch ill, they become a g r im  joke. He knows w h a t 
a ll the members o f Commons know*, th a t they  have 
no a lte rn a tive  bu t to vo te  fo r  h im , so w h a t’s the use 
o f ta lk in g . A nd when C h u rch ill continues, “ I t  is  be­
cause th in gs  have gone bad ly and worse th a t I  de­
mand a vote o f confidence,”  he is sure he’l l  g e t it .  
A nd then  to emphasize h is obvious contem pt fo r  his 
p a rlia m e n ta ry  colleagues and -the predicam ent the y  
are in, C h u rch ill adds: “ No- one should be m ea ly- 
m outhed in  the debate. . . no one should be chicken- 
hearted in  the d iv is ion  lobby.”


