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WORKERS FACE CRUSHING WAR TAXES
Carlson Offers Socialist 
Program In Primaries

Advocates ASTATEMENT BY 
GRACE CARLSON

The following is the full statement issued this week by Grace 
Carlson in St. Paul. /

In  N ovem ber 1 94 0  I  was the  cand ida te  fo r  U. 
S. S enator f ro m  M inneso ta  on  the  T ro ts k y ig t A n ti-  
W a r t ic k e t, the  cam paign  nam e o f  the  S oc ia lis t W o rk ­
ers P a rty . A t tha t t im e  I  w arned tha t the  Roosevelt 
a d m in is tra tio n  was d ragg ing  the U n ite d  States in to  
the  Seeond W o rld  W a r against the in te res t and w il l  
o f  the  people.

T he  f irs t  p la n k  o f  m y  1 9 4 0  p la tfo rm  stated: 
“ T h e  im p e r ia lis t  gove rnm en t o f  the  U. S. canno t fa i l  
to  d rag  th is  c o u n try  in to  w ar. T h is  w i l l  n o t he a w ar 
o f  defense, o r  a w a r fo r  dem ocracy o r l ib e ra tio n ;  it  
can o n ly  he a w ar f o r  m a rke ts , fo re ig n  concessions, 
sources o f  raw  m a te ria ls  and spheres o f . in flu e n c e . 
T h is  is W a ll S tree t’ s w a r and n o t o u rs .”

Events since then  have p roved  th a t th is  state­
ment was 1 0 0 %  co rre c t. Today I  stand m ore  f irm ­
ly than  ever on th is  p o s itio n .

T h is  w ar is an im p e r ia lis t w ar. Its  charac te r 
is  n o t d e te rm ine d  by  w ho  s tru c k  the  f i r s t  b low . 
I t  is  l io t  d e te rm ine d  by the  good o r bad w il l  o f  the  
heads o f  the  b e llig e re n t pow ers. I t  is re n de re d  in ­
ev itab le  by the  r iv a lr ie s  in h e re n t in  the  decaying cap­
ita lis t  system.

I  cannot and do n o t su p p o rt th is  w ar am i I  in ­
tend  to  exercise m y  d em ocra tic  r ig h t  o f  p resen ting , 
now  as b e fo re , the  soc ia lis t a lte rn a tiv e  to  ca p ita lis t 
s laugh te r and anarchy.

T he  e m p lo y in g  class and the gove rnm en t are 
a tte m p tin g  to  im pose a ll the  bu rdens o f  th is  w ar upon  
the  w o rk in g  masses. T h e  w o rke rs  m u s t res is t every 
m ove and m easure a im ed at lo w e rin g  th e ir  standards 
o f  l iv in g  and des tro y in g  the  socia l gains achieved by 
years o f  s trugg le . L e t the  r ic h  and p ro fite e r in g  
m o n o p o lis ts  pay fo r  th e ir  ow n w a r!

I  am  u n a lte ra b ly  opposed to  fasc ism , e ith e r the 
fo re ig n  o r dom estic  b ra nd . B u t I  do n o t be lieve  tha t 
the  w o rke rs  shou ld  e n tru s t the  task o f  f ig h tin g  fas­
c ism  to  W a ll S tree t o r  its  gove rnm en t. Fascism is a 
p ro d u c t o f  the  decaying ca p ita lis t system w h ich  they 
rep resen t.

I t  is necessary to  extend  the  hand  o f  s o lid a r ity  
to  the  w o rke rs  o f  G erm any, I ta ly  and Japan in  o rd e r 
to  ar6use the m  against th e ir  oppressors. O n ly  a 
W o rk e rs  and F a rm ers  G ove rnm en t in  the  U n ite d  
States can do  th is . O n ly  a W o rk e rs  and Farm ers 
G ove rnm en t can show the  way by c a llin g  fo r  a jo in t  
s trugg le  o f  the  w o rke rs  o f  a ll co u n trie s  against cap­
ita lis m .

Because I  have opposed im p e r ia lis t  w ar and 
because I  have p u l fo r th  the  soc ia lis t so lu tio n  to the 
p ro b le m s  o f  w a r and fascism , I  and 17 o the rs  have 
been conv ic ted  by  the  fe d e ra l gove rnm en t.

I  see no  o th e r way o u t o f  the  b lo od y  chaos 
o f  th is  c a p ita lis t system than  th a t o f  in te rn a tio n a l 
soc ia lism . T h is  is the  o n ly  road  to  a w o r ld  o f  peace, 
fre e d o m  and p le n ty  f o r  a ll.

I  stand f o r  in te rn a tio n a l so c ia lism ; I  am f irm ly  
p ledged to  the  p r in c ip le s  o f  M a rx , L e n in  and T ro ts k y .

T h e  u n io n  o f  the  w o rke rs  w i l l  m ake  the  peace 
o f  the  w o r ld . W o rk e rs  o f* th e  w o r ld  u n ite !

Workers And 
Farmers Gov’t

ST. PAUL, Minn. —  "The 
socialist alternative to capital­
ist slaughter and anarchy” -— 
this is the program on which 

! Grace Carlson is running as 
'mayoralty candidate in the 
1 p rim a ry  elections to be held here 
: on M arch 10.

The candidate o f the T ro ts k y ­
ists made i t  c lear in  a public 
s ta tem ent issued th is  week th a t 
she and the o rgan iza tion  she rep­
resents continue to  advocate the 

i p rogram  o f in te rna tiona l so.ir.l
■ ism despite the w a r and 'he  iod,- 
; o ra l prosecution o f leaders o f 
, the Socia lis t W orkers P a rty  and 
I o f Local 544-CIO in M inneapolis
■ last autum n.

“ I  see no o ther w ay out o f the 
bloody chaos o f th is  ca p ita lis t 
system than th a t o f in te rna tiona l 
socia lism ,”  she declared in the 
statem ent. ‘ ‘T h is  is the on ly  road 
to a w orld  o f peace, freedom  and 
p len ty  fo r  a ll. . . The un ion o f 
the w orkers w i l l  make the peace 
o f the w o rld .”

A t  the same tim e  the St. Paul 
branch o f the S oc ia lis t W orkers 
P a rty  issued its  election p la tfo rm  
u rg in g  the election o f Grace 
Carlson. (Sec page 2 ).

The p la tfo rm  advocated con fis ­
cation o f a ll w a r p ro fits ;  a r is ­
ing scale o f wages ad justed to 
meet the r is in g  cost o f liv in g ;, 
the proposal th a t the governm ent 
take over the basic industries  and 
operate them  under w o rkers ’ con­
tro l;  a federa l ap p ro p ria tion  fo r  
the establishm ent o f camps where 
w orkers could be given m il ita ry  
tra in in g  under con tro l o f the trade 
unions; observance o f the B il l  o f 
R ights in  w a r-tim e ; opposition to 

! J im  C row ism  wherever i t  ex is ts ; 
j defense o f the Soviet U nion, etc.

j P U B L IC  R E A C TIO N  
! TO T H E  C A M P A IG N

In  the circles o f the in d u s tria l 
j workers o f St. Paul, Grace C a rl- 
j son’s cam paign is being discuss­
ed da ily . H e r candidacy is l i te r ­
a lly  the on ly  one which provokes 

| any in te res t o r discussion. A ll 
o ther candidates, cam paign ing as 
though determ ined to prevent d is­
cussion o f any issue, no m a tte r 
how ins ign ifican t, on ly  v ie  w ith  
one another in  f la tu le n t p a trio tic  
appeals. And the people 'o f  St. 
Paul are v a s tly  in d iffe re n t and 
bored.

The newspapers com pla in da ily  
about the “ sad state o f democ­
racy,”  bemoaning the fa c t there 
is “ ho issue and no in te res t.”  The 
few  “ issues”  th a t a rc  debated in  
m un ic ipa l po litica l c ircles arc 
usua lly  qu ite  puerile . The m a jo r 
issue in  the 1940 campaign was 
th a t o f “ vo tin g  machines.”  M ay­
or Fa llon  was F o r V o tin g  M a­
chines. H is Dem ocratic opponent. 
John McDonough, was A ga in s t 
V o ting  Machines, McDonough 
won. T h is  yea r no issue w h a t­
ever d is tu rbs the cam paigns o f 
M ayor M cDonough and E x -M a y ­
or Fa llon . The cam paign is dead.

(Continued on page 2)

British Fail 
To Win Aid Of 
Burma Natives
Oppressed Peoples 
Are Indifferent to 
Fate of Their Rulers

i taxes a lthough the average over­
a l l increase w i l l  be on ly  60 per 
cent. Those in  the m illio n  d o lla r 
class w i l l  face the sm allest rates 

j  o f increase.
M ild  increases in corpora tion 

p ro fits  ta x  ra tes are proposed 
| to  cover less than one-th ird  o f 
| the new tax  b ill.  B u t even these 

s lig h t increases m ay be evaded, 
as the plan contem plates re ten ­
tion  o f the present kystem o f 

( p ro fits  ta x  com putation which 
has more holes than a sieve. A

his proposal th is  week because of 
known Congressional opposition.

To co llect the income taxes 
fro m  the w orkers, M orgen thau 
asked th a t Congress g ive him  
a u th o r ity  to  co llect up to ten 
per cent o f a ll pay checks, deduc­
ted in advance by the bosses.

M orgenthau adm itted  th a t the 
A d m in is tra tio n  is seriously  con­
s idering  ra is in g  a fu r th e r  $2,000,- 
000,000 by increased social secur­
ity  deductions fro m  the w o rke rs ’ 
pay checks. Th is indicates th a t

GRACE CARLSON

L a n d lo rd s , K .K .K . B e h in d  
H o u s in g  ‘R io t ’ in  D e tr o it
Officials Use Mob Violence As Pretext to 
Bar the Negro People from Their Homes

FEB. 3 — Announcement was made in Detroit yesterday 
at the olfice of Mayor Jeffries that ihc opening of the Sojourner 
Truth housing project, scene of last Saturday’s violent struggle 
to prevent Negroes from moving into the project, w ill be post­
poned indefinitely. Thus- the latest round in this struggle has
been won by  the reac tiona ry  land- s>-------------------------------------------------------
‘ords, rea l estate sharks and K u - licc. on .the jo b . T h a t was lo  pro.

Attention St. Pauli
GRACE CARLSON

W il l  Speak O ve r S ta tion  W M IN

Monday, March 9
, 8 :4 5  to  9 :0 0  P. M .

O n

“ The Basic. Issues o f  T h is  C am paign ”

K lu x -K la n  inc ited  gangs who have 
\ been f ig h t in g  fo r  m any m onths 
to p reven t the Negro people fro m  
occupying the federa l housing 
p ro je c t designated fo r  th e ir  use.

On F rid a y  n igh t. Feb. 27, a 
cross was burned in  the center 
o f the p ro jec t as a w a rn in g  to 
the f i r s t  N egro fam ilies  who were 
to  move in to  th e ir  new homes 
the fo llo w in g  day. A  “ p icke t 
line ”  o f hundreds o f people, a rm ­
ed w ith  knives, clubs, r if le s , shot­
guns and stones, pa tro lled  ;the 
p ro jec t a ll n ig h t and grew  to 
more than 1200 by m orn ing.

When the Negro' fam ilies  a r ­
rived w ith  the trucks  c a rry in g  
th e ir  fu rn itu re  and belongings,' 
the mob attacked them  and p re ­
vented them  fro m  reaching the 
p ro jec t bu ild ings. Scores were in ­
ju red , m any o f them  seriously ; 
38 people were taken to hospita ls, 
o f whom 33 were Negroes.

R O LE  OF T H E  P O LIC E
W hen unions go on s tr ik e  in 

D e tro it, as a spokesman fo r  the 
U n ited  A u to  W orkers, CIO, p o in t­
ed ou t la te r, the c ity  ad m in is tra ­
tion  “ was able to have 1,000 po-

tec t em ployers’ in te rests .”  B u t 
fo r  th is  violent, a tta c k  on the 
r ig h ts  o f the Negro people, the 
c ity  a d m in is tra tion  was able to 
spare on ly 200 or less police.

And from  the w ay these police 
acted, one would have though t 
th a t i t  was the Negroes who were 
responsible fo r  the f ig h t.  PM 
reports  th a t “ o f 104 persons a r ­
rested on charges ran g ing  from  
fe lonious assault to in c it in g  to  
r io t,  101 were Negroes.”  This 
means th a t the hundreds o f 
wh ites who attacked the Negro 
people go t aw ay scot-free. I f  any­
th ing , the police helped them  by 
th e ir  a rrests in p reven ting  th  ; 
Negro people fro m  m oving in to  
th e ir  homes.

Im m ed ia te ly  a fte r  the rio ts , 
M ayor Je ffr ie s  ordered th a t the 
m oving be held ‘up “ since I un­
derstand i t  would take a t least 
3,000 policemen to ge t the new 
tenants sa fe ly  in to  the b u ild in g .”  
Je ffr ie s  then le f t  fo r  W ash ing­
ton —  no t to  ge t aid in  he lp ing 
the Negroes to move in to  th e ir 
homes, b u t to  appeal to federa l 
o ffic ia ls  to postpone the opening

. p lan to  t ig h te n  the loop-holes, even heavier taxes are go ing to  
p rev ious ly  discussed by M orgen- be ¡n ipOSG(| on the w orkers  in  the 

I thau, was not even included in  f u tu re .

Am ong new or increased excise 
levies proposed are those on sucli 
“ lu x u ry ”  com m odities o f the 
masses as tobacco, s o ft d rinks , 
candy, chew ing gum  and beer.

M o r g e n t h a u  h yp o c ritic a lly  
larded his gross ly  d isc rim in a to ry  
tax  proposals, aim ed a t p lac ing 
the ove rw helm ing burden o f w a r 
costs o n ' the masses, w ith  the 
s ta tem ent th a t “ the cost o f th is  
w a r w i l l  have to be borne by 
everyone. I t  w i l l  be borne w i l l ­
in g ly  and che e rfu lly  i f  the p r in ­
cip le o f a b ili ty  to  pay is fo llow * 
ed.”
W H A T  CONGRESS W A N T S  

M orgen thau ’s proposals are 
re la tiv e ly  libe ra l, however, in 
com parison w ith  the program  
w hich a reactionary , co rpora tion- 
dom inated Congress plans to put 
over.

W here M orgenthau proposes 
excise taxes on certa in  selected 
com m odities, a la rge section o f 
Congress is o rg an iz in g  to pass 
a general sales tax  on a ll re ta il 
purchase?. In  add ition , a m a jo r­
i t y  o f Congress is known to be 
v io le n tly  opposed to  even the m ild  
corpora tion  p ro fits  tax  increases 
suggested by M orgenthau.

Thus, unless the re  is a pow er­
fu l in te rven tion  by the w orkers, 
poor fa rm ers  and low er m iddle 
class, i t  is ce rta in  th a t the fina l 
tax  measure passed by Congress 
w il l  he even more crush ing than 
the T reasu ry ’s harsh proposals.

E x to rtio n a te  taxa tion  o f the 
subsistence-income groups must 
be prevented. The demand o f the 
w orkers m ust resound in W ash­
ing ton •- “ L e t the r ic h  —  the m on­
opolists and w a r pro fiteers who 
p ro fit from  the w a r —  pay fo r  
the w a r !”

o f the p ro ject. Federal o ffic ia ls  
issued the sta tem ent Je ffr ie s  
wanted.

A D M IN IS T R A T IO N  IS 
R E S P O N S IB LE  TOO

N o t a ll the re sp on s ib ility  fo r  
th is  successful a ttack  on the Ne­
gro  people rests on the D e tro it 
ad m in is tra tion , g u ilty  as i t  is. 
P a rt o f the blame belongs in 
W ashington too, on the o ffic ia ls  
and o ffic ia l policies.

Pressure fro m  'the rea l estate 
sharks, professional N e g ro -b a it­
ers and th e ir  stooges both in  and 
out o f Congress Resulted la s t Jan ­
ua ry  in a decision by B a ird  Sny­
der, A c tin g  A d m in is tra to r o f the 
Federal W orks Agency, to bar 
Negroes fro m  the p ro ject. Th is 
was fo llow ed by na tion-w ide p ro ­
tests fro m  labor, lib e ra l and N e­
gro  o rgan iza tions; executing “ one 
o f the fas tes t about-faces on rec­
ord ,”  Snyder declared th a t the 
p ro je c t would be opened to N e­
groes as o r ig in a lly  intended.

B u t his vac illa tions  and the 
case w ith  wh ich he had succumb­
ed to J im -C row  pressure o n ly  
added fu e l to the f ir e ;  the reac­
tio n a ry  forces in D e tro it  realized 
th a t they had friends  in  W ash­
ing ton  who were w ill in g  to  help 
them  f ig h t  the Negroes. The 
la te s t decision to  postpone “ in ­
d e fin ite ly ”  the occupation o f the 
homes shows th a t W ashington 
o ffic ia ls  have been on ly  too glad j 
lo  seize upon the “ r io t ”  as an 
excuse fo r  p reven ting  the Negroes 
from  m oving in.

Workers Objecting To War Profiteers 
Are Slandered As " Tools Of Nazism" ”

Colonel Roy M. Jones, su­
pervisor of the Eastern pro­
curement district of the Army 
A ir Corps, in reply to what he : 
termed complaints by workers 
that the bosses are engaged in 
wholesale war pro fiteering  declar­
ed last, Saturday in  a w ide ly  pub­
licized statem ent th a t those who 
c ritic ize  w ar p ro fiteering  arc 
e ither “ unsuspecting tools of nan­
ism ”  or “ trouble ra is in g  tra ito rs ... 
persons who fo llow  a set of in ­
s tructions given by H it le r  - 

Jones attached to his statement, 
as an illu s tra t io n  of the type of 
com pla in t being received from  
workers, a le tte r from  a w orker

who stated th a t lie and his fellow 
workers would he w illin g  to work 
harder and longer “ i f  we can be 
sure tha t our extra' e ffo rt .goes 
fo r defense aud not just to make 
bigger pro fits for tho company . .  . 
but wc arc not w i ll in g  lo  w ork 
longer and harder so that, rich  
men may get. s t i l l  r iche r.”

We defy Colonel Jones to prove 
tliat. th is  w orker —  and the m il­
lions who are beginning lo bold 
s im ila r views —  are "too ls of naz- 
isn i.”  Wo challenge Colonel Jones 
to prove th a t the bosses arc not 
m aking astronom ical pro fits  from  
tho w ar and that the p u b lic ity  on 
th is  p ro fitee ring  is made on “ in ­
s tructions given by H it le r .”

T H E  M IL IT A N T  has regu la rly  
published the figures on w ar pro­
fits. The facts of a ll-ou t w ar 
pro fiteering  come from  the most 
au tho rita tive  governm ent sources. 
They are the facts contained In 
the T rum an Senate Investiga ting  
Committee and the House Naval 
A ffa irs  Committee reports. They 
are the facts tha t every day stud 
the financia l pages of the New 
York Timex  and other leading 
c a p ita lis t newspapers, which pub­
lish the p ro fit reports  o f the lead­
ing  corporations. Perhaps Col. 
Jones th in ks  they too arc fo llow ­
ing  H itle r 's  instructions?

I f  Colonel Jones feels tha t te ll­
ing the tru th  about w ar pro fiteer­
ing is dam aging to the morale of

the workers, there is a simple 
th in g  he can do about it, and he 
should do it. a t once arid stop 
s landering the workers and help­
ing the bosses suppress the tru th  
about w ar pro fiteering. Let h im  
do som ething about the w ar p ro­
fitee ring  itse lf, let. h im  use his 
in fluence to demand an cud of 
w ar pro fiteering. .

For. unless free speech is to 
be destroyed altogether, on ly an 
end to w ar pro fiteering  w ill put 
an end to ta lk  about w a r pro­
fiteering. T h is  is what T H E  M IL ­
IT A N T  wants, th is  is w hy we 
te ll the tru th  about the w ar pro­
fiteers. T liis  is w hat the workers 
want, th is  is w hy they are com­
p la in ing .

Ford Local Aroused
The labor movement in De­

troit has been thoroughly 
aroused by the violent attacks 
on the Negro people and their 
right to move into the Sojour­
ner Truth homes.

The General Council of the 
powerful Ford Local 600 of the 
United Automobile Workers, 
CIO, has condemned the at­
tacks and demanded that the 
Mayor and city administration 
take steps to help the Negro 
people move into their homes 
and to protect them from mob 
violence. The Council is com­
posed of 325 delegates repre­
senting 90,000 Ford workers.

The labor movement is also 
demanding the removal of 
Charles Edgecombe, secretary 
of the Detroit Housing Com­
mission who has lined up with 
the Jim Crow elements. The 
fact that. Edgecombe is a for­
mer labor- leader cuts no ice 
with the trade unionists who 
are opposed to racial discrim­
ination regardless of where it 
comes from.

Iii Burma, as in Singapore 
and Malaya, the British have 
been unable to gain the sup­
port o f the natives they have 
so long oppressed. From recent 

j reports it appears the  Burmese 
natives are now g iv in g  ven t to 
th e ir  pent-up hatred fo r  the B r i t ­
ish ru lers .

A M E R IC A N  P IL O T  REPORTS
A n  A m erican p ilo t  in  a Feb. 

28 U n ited  Press dispatch fro m  
southwestern China re lates th a t:  
“ N a tives in m any d is tr ic ts  have 
rebelled -and are k il l in g  unarm ed 
B ritish e rs . . . A l l  over B urm a i t  
is  dangerous fo r  fo re igne rs  to 
move around unless they are 
armed, and in  some d is tr ic ts  the 
Burmese have even attacked a rm ­
ed B rit is h e rs .”

I The p ilo t also asserts th a t “ The. 
Burmese arc ass is ting  the ad­
vancing Japanese in  every possi­
ble way. Some arm ed Burmese 
forces have jo ined  the Japanese.

M O RE F A M IL IA R  W IT H  
B R IT IS H  O PPRESSIO N

W hether i t  is tru e  o r no t that- 
some Burmese are ass is ting  the 
Japanese, i t  is u n lik e ly  th a t the 
Burmese people, who have s6 long- 
demanded an end to oppressio- 
by B r ita in , now fa v o r dom ination 
by Japan, w h ich  has shown by its  
a tta ck  on China th a t i t  too is 
an enemy o f independence fo r  the 
colonial peoples. Perhaps the p i­
lo t ’s s ta tem ent th a t the Burmese 
are ass is ting  the Japanese is 
based on a m is in te rp re ta tio n  o f 
the na tives ’ e ffo r ts  to  free  thern- 
selv( s fro m  B r it is h  ru le  before 
Japan takes over Burm a.

But i f  i t  is tru e  th a t some B u r­
mese are a id in g  the Japanese, 
th a t is on ly  because o f th e ir  
g re a te r fa m il ia r i ty  w ith  B r it is h  
oppression and the fa c t th a t i 
has been closest to them. U n ­
doubtedly, they  w il l  s h o rtly  re ­
act to  th e ir  new m asters as they 
have to th e ir  old.

A t  any ra te  i t  is a fa c t th a t 
fo r m any years the m ost in s is t­
ent demand o f the Burmese peo­
ple has been fo r  na tiona l inde­
pendence.

D E M A N D E D
IN D E P E N D E N C E

In  1940, the Burm a House o f 
Representatives —  which has no 
rea l powers —  passed a reso lu­
tion  p ro te s ting  because the B r i t ­
ish had included B urm a in  the 
w ar w ith  G erm any “ w ith o u t the 
consent o f the people o f Burm a 
and have fu r th e r , in  complete 
d isregard  o f Burmese opin ion, 
passed law s and adopted meas­
ures c u r ta ilin g  the powers and 
ac tiv itie s  o f the B urm a G overn­
m ent.”

They demanded " th a t  B urm a 
should he recognized as an inde­
pendent na tion  en titled  to fram e  
her own con s titu tion .”

In  Nov., 1941, the  P rim e M in ­
is te r o f  Burm a, U  Saw, w ent to  
E ngland to  demand “ dom inion 

i sta tus fo r  B urm a w ith in  the em ­
p ire  in  accordance w ith  the p r r  
visions o f the A t la n t ic  C h a rte r.”

U S A W  IS “ D E T A IN E D ”
B Y  T H E  B R IT IS H

The B r it is h  re p ly  to  th is  de- 
| mand was to' seize and “ de ta in ”  
| U Saw en route to B urm a d u rin g  

January, 1942 on the charge th a t 
he had been “ in con tact w ith  

: Japanese au th o ritie s .”  B r it is h  au- 
| th o ritie s  have since refused to  
d ivu lge  a n y th in g  about his fa te  
o r an y  de ta ils  about th e ir  charges 

■ aga inst him .
The lesson o f Burm a, as o f 

M alaya, Singapore, and Ind ia , is 
th a t on ly  W orkers and Farm ers 
Governments in the advanced ca­
p ita lis t  countries which would 
proc la im  na tiona l libe ra tion  o f 
the colonial peoples can w in  the 
support o f the colon ia l masses in 
the s trugg le  aga inst a ll fo rm s o f 
c a p ita lis t reaction.

Morgenthau 
Asks Doubled 
Tax For M asses
Treasury Depf. Wants Heavy Increase for 
Low-Income Groups; Goes Light On Bosses

C rush ing  taxes on  the  w o rke rs  are th rea tened 
in  the  new w ar tax  p ro g ra m  w h ic h  S ecretary o f  the  
T re a su ry  M o rgen thau  p roposed  to  the  House W ays 
and Means C om m ittee  on  Feb. 3 .

T h e  b u lk  o f  the  $ 9 ,6 1 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  fe d e ra l taxes 
to run the war asked by Morgenthau is to be raised by doubling 
the present in conig taxes in the lower brackets — annual earn- 
in'gs ranging from $750 to $2500 — and by drastic increases in 
excise taxes on consumers goods.

Those who can least afford to pay w ill be forced to shell 
out tw ice  as much in  income i>-------------------------------------------------------

Candidate For Mayor



T W O  — T H E  M I L I T A N T M ARCH 7, 1942.

CIO  Leaders Speak A t
Dunne Reception Newark
N. J. President and Secretary Say Labor's 
Self-Interests Necessitate Support of 18

The Newark Branch of the C iv il Rights Defense Commit­
tee held a highly successful labor luncheon at the Cadillac Res-, 
taurant on Saturday, Feb. 28, in honor of Vincent Dunne, noted 
teamster leader of the Northwest, convicted with 17 others in 
the .Minneapolis case.

In addition to Dunne, Irving Abramson, President of the
New Jersey S tate CIO C ounc il,® -------------------------------------------------------
and Peter F lynn , E xecutive Sec- j o f view. The r ig h t  Jto ex-
re ta ry  o f the  N ew  Jersey S tate p lcss ^  po in t o f jfe w  is  a ll- im -
CIO Council and P resident o f the 
K ea rny  S h ipyard  Local 16 o f the 
In d u s tr ia l U n ion o f M arine  and 
S h ipbu ild ing  W orkers, spoke on 
the significance o f the M innea­
po lis  convictions to the labor 
movement.

O fficers o f a dozen New Jersey 
trade-un ions were among the 55 
w orkers present a t the luncheon. 
These included representatives 
fro m  the M ine, M il l and Sm elter 
W orke rs ; three In te rn a tio n a l o f ­
fic ia ls  fro m  the Paper, Toy, and 
N ove lty  W orkers U n ion, C IO ; ' 
A m erican Federation o f H os iery  
W orke rs ; Laundry  W orkers  O r­
gan iz ing  C om m ittee, C IO ; N . J. 
La bo r’s N on-P artisan  League; I 
locals o f the SWOC, U n ited  Re- I 
ta i l  and W holesale Employees, I 
U n ited  Rubber W orkers, and j 
others. A  special delegation o f 
three o ffic ia ls , headed by P res i­
dent W a lte r Czaykowski, came 
fro m  the T ren ton  CIO  Council to 
a ttend the luncheon-m eeting.

FO R  “ F R E E  E X P R E S S IO N  
O F A L L  O P IN IO N S ”

Speaking fo r  the N. J. State 
In d u s tr ia l U n ion  Council which 
has endorsed the defense in the 
M inneapolis c a s e ,  P resident 
Abram son declared:

“ V incen t Dunne deserves the 
support o f any man who wants 
to  f ig h t  fo r  freedom , c iv il l ib e r­
ties and ju s t p la in  decency. I t  
m a tte rs  no t whether I  agree or 
disagree w ith  B ro th e r Duane’s

po rtan t. We m ust hold in ta c t the 
r ig h t to  express a ll po in ts o f 
v iew , because a dem ocratic labor 
movement demands the fre e  ex ­
pression o f a ll op in ions.”

Abram son condemned the e f­
fo r ts  o f Com m unist P a rty  sym ­
pathizers to obstruct the defense 
o f th is  case. “ B o th -V incen t Dunne 
and E a r l B row der have been pe r­
secuted because o f th e ir  po litica l 
opinions. I t  takes a to ta l lack 
o f in te lle c tua l in te g r ity  to  ask 
fo r  the release o f B row der w h ile  
re fu s in g  to defend the people in 
the. M inneapolis case.”

“ GO DO W N  T H E  L IN E ”

“ V io la tions  o f c iv il r ig h ts  are 
more im p o rta n t today than  .ever 
before,”  said Peter F lynn , “ and 
there is need fo r  every branch 
Of the. labor movement to  be on 
guard against them . As th is  w ar 
unfolds we fin d  th a t the r ig h ts  
o f labor w ill be more and more 
challenged. The Selective Ser­
vice A c t, as w e ll as the Sm ith  
‘Gag’ A c t, .is being used to  b lud­
geon w orkers. We should be on 
guard against any a ttem p t to 
use th is  A c t aga inst workers. 
We in  the  labor movement o f 
New Jersey w ill no t be w rong  i f  
we go down the  lin e  fo r  M r. 
Dunne and his fe llow  .co-defend­
an ts."

In  his speech V incen t Dunne 
outlined the  h is to ry  ,of the M in ­
neapolis trade-un ion movement

d u rin g  the las t decade and the 
ro le o f the team sters in tra n s ­
fo rm in g  M inneapolis fro m  an 
open-shop c ity  in to  a p o w e rfu lly  
organized trade-un ion fo rtress. 
He showed how the prosecutions 
o f the 544-CIO leaders o rig ina ted  
.in the s trugg le  between them 
and D anie l J. Tobin.

“ O ur po litica l views had never 
1 been any secret to Tobin. He 
! had known a ll about them  fo r  a 
long  tim e. I t  was on ly  when we 
a ttem pted to p ro tec t the demo­
c ra tic  procedures- and independ- 

, ence o f the M inneapolis d rive rs  
i aga inst Tobin, th a t he asked and 
obtained the aid o f thg D e pa rt­
m ent o f Justice in prosecuting 
us.

“ E X T R E M E L Y
E N C O U R A G IN G ”

“ I t  is  ex trem e ly encouraging 
to  see labor c losing its  ranks a t 
such a m eeting as th is  in  defense 
o f its  threatened r ig h ts . We are 
no t m a rty rs  and have no desire 
to  serve prison sentences. B u t i t  
would be a sm all price to pay i f  
th rou gh  us the vicious S m ith  A c t 
should be repealed o r declared 
unconstitu tiona l. I t  is  fo r  labo r’s 
own sake, no less than fo r  our 
own, th a t we ask suppo rt in  our 
f ig h t . ”

George Novack, N a tion a l Sec­
re ta ry  o f the  C liD C , who acted 

I as chairm an, ou tlined the steps 
1 th a t the CRDC, in conjunction 
: w ith  the A m erican C iv il L ibe rties  
j U nion, wer e now ta k in g  to  appeal 
; the M inneapolis convictions to  the 
I C irc u it and the  Supreme Courts.

A lth o u g h  he announced th a t no 
| collection would he taken a t the 
I m eeting, o ffic ia ls  present an­

nounced th a t the N. J. C en tra l 
, Council o f the U n ited  Paper, 
I N ove lty , and Toy W orkers  was 
| dona ting $60 to  the  CRDC. M any 
o f the trade un ion is ts  present 
s ig n ifie d  th e ir  in te n tio n  to assist 
the N e w ark  branch o f the CRDC 
in its  w ork.

Grace Carlson's Record Is A 
Record Of M ilitan t Struggle

The daughter o f an Ir ish  
ra ilroa d  w orker, Grace Holmes 
Carlson was born in  S t. Paul 
on Nov. 14, 1906. Through the 
experiences o f her fa th e r who 
took p a r t in  the m il ita n t Shop­
men’s S tr ik e  o f 1922, she 
learned early  in  l i fe  the mean­
in g  o f the class strugg le .

In  1934 she campaigned ac­
t iv e ly  as a F a rm er-L ab orite  
fo r  F loyd B. Olson and the 
rad ica l “ Cooperative Common­
w ea lth ”  p la tfo rm  o f the F a r­
m er-Labor P a rty .

The contacts which she 
made w ith  the M a rx is t lead­
ership o f the progressive la ­
bor movement w h ile  she was 
engaged in labor defense w ork 
d u rin g  the s tr ik e  wave o f 
1934-35 led her to  a M a rx is t 
analysis o f po litica l problems.

In  1935 she took a position 
as a vocational reh ab ilita tion  
counselor in  the S tate D e pa rt­
m ent o f Education and became 
known as a m ilita n t f ig h te r  
fo r  the r ig h ts  o f the much ex ­
plo ited, physica lly  - handicap­
ped people.

A s a s ta te  employee she be­
came a cha rte r member o f Lo ­
cal 10, M innesota S tate E m ­
ployees Union, A F L . She 
served on the executive board 
o f th is  local fo r  tw o  years; as 
a delegate to  the S t. Paul 
Trades and Labor Assem bly 
fo r  fo u r years; as a member 
o f the Assem bly Education 
Com m ittee fo r  three years; as 
a de legate o f her local to state

conventions o f the A F L  fo r  
three years in  succession.

Grace Carlson’s in te res t in 
the cause o f  the  oppressed 
e a rly  led her to  support the 
s tru g g le  o f the N egro  people 
fo r  social, po litica l and eco­
nom ic equa lity . She is a mem­
ber o f the St. Pau l branches 
o f the N a tion a l Association 
fo r  the Advancem ent o f Col­
ored People and the N a tiona l 
U rban League.

A c tive  „ in  labor defense 
w ork, she is now a member 
o f the N a tion a l Executive 
Board o f the W orkers Defense 
League.

She resigned from  the State 
D epartm ent o f Education on 
Sept. 1, 1940 and has since 
devoted her fu l l  t im e  to the 
w o rk  o f the  Socialist W orkers 
P a rty .

A s candidate o f the “ T ro t­
sky is t A n ti-W a r P a rty ”  fo r  
U n ited  States Senator in 
1940, she received 8,761 votes, 
more than the combined vote 
cast fo r  the S oc ia lis t and Com­
m un is t Parties.

In  Ju ly , 1941, she was in ­
dicted toge ther w ith  28 other 
members o f the Socia list 
W orkers  P a rty  and o f Local 
544-CIO o f M inneapo lis on 
charges o f “ seditious consp ir­
acy”  to  overth row  the govern­
ment by force and violence and 
o f v io la tin g  the 1940 Sm ith  
“ Gag”  Act.

On Dec. 1 the  ju ry  found a ll 
o f the defendants no t g u ilty

o f the charge o f “ seditious 
conspiracy”  and 18 o f the de­
fendants, inc lud ing  G r a c e  
Carlson, g u ilty  o f the charge 
o f v io la tin g  the S m ith  A ct.

A  week la te r, on Dec. 8. a t 
the '  same tim e President 
Roosevelt was reading his w ar 
decla ra tion  message to  Con­
gress, she was sentenced to  16 
m onths in  ja il.  The case is 
now being appealed to h igh e r 
courts, and in  the m eantime 
she is ou t on ba il.

On Feb. 17 she filed as a 
candidate fo r  m ayor o f St. 
P au l; the C ity  C lerk  ru led th a t 
her name be placed on the 
ba llo t despite reactionary a t ­
tem pts to  keep it ,  o ff.

Pennsylvania 
Meetings for 
V. R. Dunne

A f te r  speaking in  New Y ork  
on M ar. 3, V. R. Dunne’s to u r 
w ill take him  to Q uakertown, Pa., 
on M ar. 7;„ Reading, Pa., on M ar. 
10.

He w il l  then proceed to B a lt i­
more, Md., M ar. 16-17; P it ts ­
burgh, Pa., on M ar. 18-19; in  St. 
Louis, Mo., on M ar. 21-22. The 
to u r  w i l l  be concluded tin the 
T w in  C ities, M inn.

HAVE YOU READ

SOCIALISM ON TRIAL
by James P. Cannon

The official court record of James P. Cannon’s testi­
mony in „the famous Minneapolis “ Sedition”  tria l, 
with an introduction by Felix Morrow.

116 Page Pamphlet. . Only 10 Cents!
This pamphlet — really a book — is an elementary introduction 

to the ideas of socialism.

PIONEER PUBLISHERS 116 UNIVERSITY PLACE

NEW YORK

Election Platform
j

Of Socialist Workers Party of St.Paul
The Socia lis t W orkers P a rty  asks the vo te rs ’ 

support fo r iis  candidate. Grace Carlson, on the 
fo llow ing  p la tfo rm :

The Vieople of St. Paul together w ith  the people 
of the U. S. and the en tire  w orld  are today en­
gulfed in the Second W orld  W ar. In  th is  period 
o f ■terrible conflicts, mass m isery and slaughter, 
the .people of our c ity , as everywhere, are grap­
p lin g  w ith  two g reat problems. 1.) They are 
s tr iv in g  to .m ainta in the social gains and stand 
a ids o f liv in g  they have won over decades of 
struggle, through th e ir  trade unions and o ther 
organ izations. 2.) A t  the same tim e  they are 
anxiously seeking a so lu tion to e lim inate war. 
fascism and a ll the other evils which a decaying 
cap ita lis t system in fl ic ts  upon them. These tv.o 
problems are re a lly  one. The w o rk ing  masses 
can defend th e ir  welfare on ly by - th e ir  own in ­
dependent e ffo rts  directed towards the establish­
m ent of a W orkers and Farm ers Government 
and the in s titu tio n  of socialism .

T.he em ploying class is a ttem pting  to place the 
fu ll burdens of the w ar upon the w o rk in g  masses, 
apd to wipe out whatever advantage labor lias 
been able to secure fo r  its e lf  in  tim es of peace. 
They are a ttack ing  wage and hour laws, the 
r ig h t to s tr ike , social security, unem ploym ent re­
lie f. old age pensions, and ch ild  welfare. P rio r 
to the outbreak o f the w ar, Roosevelt and o ther 
governm ent representatives promised the w o rk­
ers tha t th e ir  social gains would rem ain in tact. 
I t  js  now clear, however, tha t unless the workers 
o ffe r organized and m il ita n t resistance to these 
reactionary moves and measures, they alone w ill 
be compelled to make a ll the sacrifices demanded 
in  the prosecution of th is  war.

The steep, un in te rrup ted  rise in  the cost of 
liv in g , increased taxes, the ra tio n in g  of certa in 
consumer goods and the stoppage o f production 
of others —  a ll these economic consequences o f 
the w ar — s tr ik e  most heav ily  at the workers 
and th e ir  fam ilies . W age increases won in rec­
ent m onths have already been nu llified  by the 
fa r more rap id rise in  the cost of liv in g . The 
20 per cent advance in  the cost o f liv in g  by th is  
March lias not on ly  wiped out a ll 1941 wage 
gains hut W ill in f l ic t  an add itiona l ten per eenf 
cut in  real wages.

The monopolies and th e ir  owners are the sole 
beneficiaries of th is  war. W h ile  over 80% of 
a ll w ar contracts are awarded to about a dozen 
g ian t corporations, sm all business men are 
squeezed out o f existence. W h ile  m illio n s  are 
drafted to figh t and die on d is tan t ba tlle fron ts  
o r compelled to w ork long hours in  the factories 
and fields, the m onopolists p ile up exorb itan t p ro ­
fits and live  in wastefu l lu xu ry .

Make the rich  pay fo r  th e ir  own w a r!
We urge the passage o f leg is la tion  necessary 

to  confiscate a ll w a r p ro fits .
W e recommend to  organized labor th a t the 

tra ^e  unions incorporate in  a ll contracts p ro ­
visions fo r  a r is in g  scale o f wages adjusted to  
meet the r is in g  cost o f liv in g .

I I
The ru lin g  cap ita lis t class and its  government 

a ttem p t to  ju s t i fy  th e ir  demands upon the w o rk ­
ers w ith  the p re text th a t these sacrifices are 
necessary fo r  w ar production. The reports of 
the T rum an and Tolan Congressional Investiga­
tion Com m ittees have dem onstrated w ith  ir re ­
fu tab le  facts and figures tha t B ig  Business has 
de liberate ly refused to u tilize  its  fu ll productive 
capacity in  order to safeguard pro fits and mono­
po lis tic  positions.

P roperly u tilized , managed and contro lled, 
Am erican in d u s try  could_ provide even in  w ar­
tim e a h igh standard of liv in g  fo r the Am erican 
people.

We the re fo re  propose th a t the governm ent 
take over the basic industries and operate them 
under w o rkers ’ con tro l.

I l l
Accord ing to o ffic ia l estimates, over 10,000,000 

men w ill soon be serving in  the armed forces. 
They are en tering  an in s titu t io n  where they w ill 
lose w hat democratic r ig h ts  they have enjoyed 
in c iv i l li fe : the r ig h t to express th e ir  ideas, to 
elect representatives o f th e ir  own choice to p e ti­
tion fo r  a redress o f th e ir  grievances, etc. I t  is 
fa rc ica l even to ta lk  about a w a r fo r  democracy 
w ithou t democracy in the armed forces.

We are opposed to a ll d isc rim in a tio n  against

Negroes in the armed forces as in  in du s try . Down 
w ith  J im  Crowism  wherever i t  exists.

The m ilita rize d  character of our tim es demands' 
tha t every w orker he given m il ita ry  tra in in g . We 
propose that the trade unions undertake to pro- 
r id e  such tra in in g  fo r th e ir  members under th e ir 
own supervision and con tro l. W orker-soldiers 
should ho led by th e ir  own elected and trusted 1 
worker-officers.

W e propose th a t the federa l governm ent ap- 
p rop ria le  the necessary funds fo r  the estab lish ­
ment and equipm ent o f camps fo r  m il ita ry  tra in - ' 
in g  o f workers under the con tro l o f the trade 
unions.

IV
The conviction o f 18 men and women, leaders 

of the Socialist W orkers P arty  and o f Local 544- | 
CIO in M inneapolis last. December, has im periled 
the c iv il libe rties  o f a ll. These are the firs t con- I 
v ic tions  under the Sm ith “ Gag”  A ct of 1940 
w hich has been condemned by a ll lead ing labor 
and progressive organizations as the most vic ious | 
au tl-labor and anti-free speech leg is la tion  in  the 
sta tute hooks. The w ar-tim e Espionage. A c t is i 
also a th rea t to free, discussion.

W e demand the observance o f the B il l o f 
R igh ts  in  w a r-tim e  as w e ll as in peace-time, g u a r­
anteeing freedom o f speech, press, pe tition  and 
assembly.

V
In  the 1940 elections our candidate warned the 

St. P au l w orkers  th a t the p la tfo rm  o f the Labor- 
Progressive Association would be sabotaged by 
the Dem ocratic po litic ian . John McDonough. None 
of the progressive features of l l ia t  p la tfo rm  have 
been pu t in to  effect d u rin g  the 2 years of' b is 
ad m in is tra tion . The progressive features or' th is  
year's p la tfo rm  w il l  meet a s im ila r  fate.

Since we figh t fo r fu l l  social, economic and po l­
it ic a l r ig h ts  fo r  the Negro people, we agree w ith  
the St. P au l Recorder in  Condemning the candi­
dacy o f Labor-Progressive John Mauer, who prac­
tices race segregation.

A ll the candidates fo r M ayor except Grace C arl­
son un ite  in  support of the w ar and thereby take 
respons ib ility  fo r its  te rr ib le  consequences. Th is 
is equally true  o f the Councilm anic candidates 
inc lud ing  those of the Labor-Progressive Asso­
c ia tion  and also of the Com m unist P arty  which 
c la im  to speak fo r the in terests of the St. Paul 
workers.

T lie w ar question dominates and overshadows 
a ll other issues. The support given the w ar by 
these so-called labor representatives renders them 
incapable of defending the in terests of the St. 
Paul workers.

N o t a single w orkers ’ vote should be cast fo r  
these false and treacherous po litic ians.

V I
W ar and fascism are the fou l products of the 

decaying cap ita lis t order. To crush domestic and 
fo re ign  fascism, to .achieve peace and security, 
the workers m ust establish a W orkers and Farm ­
ers Government in  the United States.

The heroic resistance of the Soviet workers 
against H it le r ’s w ar machine lias demonstrated 
tha t the masses w il l  figh t to the death under 
t lie  banner of a w orkers ’ state lo r  industries and 
land w hich have been taken away from  the capi­
ta lis ts  and landlords. We defend the Soviet 
Union uncond itiona lly .

We oppose the S ta lin is t bureaucracy because 
it  has deprived the Russian masses of a ll th e ir  
democratic r ig h ts  and by its  policies m orta lly  
endangered the Soviet Union. The Red A rm y 
would not have suffered such defeats in  the firs t 
five months o f t lie  war had S ta lin  not m urdered 
the p o litica l and m il ita ry  leaders who played 
such great roles in  t lie  success of the Russian 
Revolution.

S ta lin  sells out the w orld 's  workers and co l­
on ia l peoples fo r  the sake of tem porary alliances, 
one lim e  w ith  H itle r , now w ith  C h urch ill and 
Roosevelt. These betrayals have alienated the 
sympathies o f m illio n s  of exploited people and 
dealt the heaviest blow of a ll to the Soviet Union 
itse lf.

As the on ly  p a rty  pledged to the princ ip les 
o f in te rna tiona l socialism , w h ich alone can b ring  
a system of enduring  peace, freedom and plenty, 
fo r a ll, we ask the support o f the St. Paul voters 
fo r  our candidate, Grace Carlson.

Vote Socia list. Y ou r vote fo r  Grace Carlson 
w ill s ig n ify  you r desire to bu ild  a S oc ia lis t U n ited 
States o f Am erica  and a Socia list W orld .

Carlson Offers Socialist 
Program In Primaries

(Continued fro m  page 1)
The public is in d iffe re n t. The 
fr ig h te n in g  changes th a t the w a r 
is b r in g in g  to th e ir  lives absorbs 
th e ir  in te res t and the y  realize, 
co rrectly , th a t the po litics  o f the 
boss machine candidates and the 
am bitious young law yers mean 
lo th in g  to  them.

Because the people have th e ir  
eyes no t m ere ly  on St. Paul but 
on W ashington —  and London 
and Moscow and C alcutta —  
many o f them  A R E  in terested 
in Carlson’s candidacy, and the 
in te rna tiona l soc ia lis t program  
which she symbolizes in  the elec­
tion.

W O R KERS A N D  T H E  PRESS
Some w orkers  a t one w a r p ro ­

duction p la n t were debating her 
cam paign. Several fe l t  she could 
no t be pe rm itted  on the ba llo t 
because she was “ g u ilty  o f sed i­
tion .”  A n  old Socia list, scorn­
fu l,  rem inded them  th a t Gene 
Debs had campaigned fo r  P res i­
dent in  1920 fro m  behind the bars 
o f A tla n ta  pe n ite n tia ry .

The boss papers are confronted 
w ith  thfe old problem  o f how to 
handle M arx ism . They don’t  
know w hether to “ expose”  i t  o r 
“ k i l l  i t  w ith  silence." F o r sev­
era l days in  succession t lie  papers 
rem inded th e ir  readers th a t Grace 
Carlson was under sentence of 
16 m onths’ im prisonm ent, and 
th a t her f il in g  sta tem ent re ite r ­
ated her be lie f in  the in te rn a tio n ­
al socialism  o f M arx , Lenin and 
T ro tsky : News o f the Socialist 
W orkers P a rty  candidate has been 
carried in  m any papers th ro u g h ­
out the state, inc lud ing  the  fo r ­
e ign-language F inn ish  paper, 
In d u s tr ia lis t!.

Now  the papers have ceased 
discussing the M a rx is t election 
campaign, bu t among unionists 
and F arm er-Laborites  in te re s t in 
Grace C arlson’s candidacy is qu ite  
high. The p r im a ry  vote w i l l  be 
extrem e ly  l ig h t,  b u t w i l l  indicate 
the degree to  wh ich the fa c t o f 
w a r has prepared the m inds o f ! 
the  m ore advanced w orkers fo r  | 
the soc ia lis t solution.

Candidate Carlson w i l l  speak a t j

a public election ra l ly  to  be held 
F rida y , M ar. 6, 8 P. M. a t the 
Am erican House, 444 Rice St. 
The subject o f her speech w il l  be 
“ The Socia lis t P rog ram  to  De­
fe a t W orld  Fascism and to B rin g  
a La s tin g  Peace, Freedom and 
P len ty  fo r  A ll . ”

She w il l  also speak over the 
radio- on S ta tio n  W M IN  on the 
eve o f the p r im a ry  election, M on­
day, M arch 9 a t 8:45 P. M.

F u rth e r in fo rm a tio n  and l i te r ­
a tu re  about the Carlson cam paign 
m ay be obtained a t the Carlson 
Cam paign Headquarters, 138 E. 
6 th St., St. Paul, which are open 
th rou gh ou t each day.
■m * i . . i .  i M ■ -  - i

For a Rising Scale of 
Wages to Meet 

Rising Prices

CIVIL RIGHTS MENACED 
BY ANTI-ALIEN ORDER
President Gives Army Arbitrary Powers 
To Force Any Individual From His Home

The indiscriminate and brutal witch-hunt being conducted 
against non-cili/ens born in countries at war with the United 
States is now being directed at naturalized citizens and native- 
born Americans whose ancestry is Japanese, German and Ita l­
ian.

The move, having the character of a racial pogrom, was
in it ia te d  Feb. 20 by an executive®--------- ------- -------------------------- —
order fro m  President Roosevelt, 
g iv in g  the W ar D epartm ent and 
tlie  A rm y  the power to a rb it ra r ­
i ly  remove any person, c itizen as 
w e ll as alien, fro m  his home and 
exclude him  fro m  any area which 
the A rm y  m ay designate as a 
m il ita ry  area.

The im m edia te purpose o f th is  
o rder is to p e rm it the A rm y  and 
the F B I to  remove W est Coast 
residents o f Japanese descent —  
inc lud ing  60,000 citizens and na­
tive -born  persons —  in to  as ye t 
undesignated camps and in te r io r  
sections o f t lie  country .

Through th is  order, the A rm y  
has been given the l ig h t  to enter 
the home o f any c itizen, order 
h im  fro m  his home and exclude 
him  fro m  any area o f the coun­
try .  A ltho ug h  the order does not 
cons titu te  the estab lishm ent o f 
m a rtia l law  in  the areas desig­
nated by t lie  A rm y  command — 
m a rtia l law  would abrogate the 
func tion  o f the c iv il courts and 
a ll c iv il r ig h ts  —  those citizens 
affected by an A rm y  o rder w ill 
in  e ffe c t have no recourse to 
c iv il justice .
R A C IA L  B A S IS

F o r the tim e  being, as A t to r ­
ney General B iddle hastened to 
assure the coun try , the in tention  
is to “ concentrate”  on the A m e r­
icans o f Japanese descent. But 
th is  means th a t by a mere decree, 
a la rge  group o f citizens have 
been given a “ second-class c i t i ­
zenship”  sta tus and are deprived 
o f c iv il r ig h ts  and libe rties  sole­
ly  on a rac ia l basis.

Tom orrow , the order can be 
directed aga inst m illio ns  o f 
Am ericans o f o ther descent, 
aga inst any in d iv idu a l th a t the

Behind the Anti- 
Japanese Clamor 
In  California

M ore than sim on-pure pa­
tr io tis m  is behind the cam paign 
o f rac ia l te rro rism  aga inst a ll 
persons o f Japanese descend. 
The corpora tion  fa rm ers  and 
business men on the W est Coast 
—  who have long coveted the 
land developed by Japanese set- 
tle rs  —  have been ra is in g  the 
loudest voice fo r  th e ir  evacua­
tion.

A C a lifo rn ia  sta te  senate 
com m ittee on Feb. 27 urged im ­
mediate execution o f plans fo r 
a mass evacuation because “ Ca­
lifo rn ia  fa rm  operators cannot 
plan th e ir  a g r ic u ltu ra l produc­
tion .”

S u rp ris in g ly , the b ig  corpo­
ra tio n  fa rm  in te rests  are not 
a fra id  o f “ enemy”  aliens and 
Japanese-Americans as fa rm  
laborers —  on ly as com petitive 
fa rm  owners. The P acific  
League, Los Angeles business 
men's o rgan iza tion , proposes to  
“ d ra ft ”  the evaciles in to  a fo rc ­
ed labor a g r ic u ltu ra l arm y. 
(New Y o rk  T im es, Feb. 19).

G overnor C la rk  o f Idaho has 
generously asked th a t the eva- 
cues be “ in v ite d ”  to  w o rk  in  the 
Idaho sugar beet fields where 
“ we can w ork  them  i f  we pay 
them a so ld ier’s wage, o r pe r­
m it them to  make p riva te  con­
tra c ts .”  (N ew  Y'ork T im es, 
Feb. 19).

New B ill to 
Deprive Citizens 
Of Citizenship

A b ill which would p e rm it 
the governm ent to  te rro rize  
and silence a l l  na tu ra lized  A m ­
ericans is being prepared in  the 
Senate Im m ig ra tio n  Com m ittee 
as p a rt o f the cu rre n t reaction ­
a ry  cam paign aga inst rac ia l 
m ino ritie s  and “ enemy aliens” .

The b il l would p e rm it the 
revocation o f the c itizensh ip  
o f any na tu ra lized  c itizen 
whose “ utterances, w ritin g s , ac­
tions o r course o f conduct es­
tablishes tha t his p o lit ic a l a l­
legiance is to a fo re ign  state 
o r sovere ignty.”

Under th is  broad and vague 
te rm ino logy, v ir tu a lly  any n a t­
ura lized Am erican could be 
fram ed up as a “ fo re ign  agen t”  
fo r  expression' o f sym pathy to  
the Soviet U n ion fo r  ho ld ing  
in te rna tiona lis t, ideas o r indeed 
any ideas th a t the reactionaries 
m ig h t w ish to  ta g  as “ fo re ig n ” .

M illio ns  could be placed in  
the category o f “ second-class 
citizens”  under th is  b ill,  which 
is b.ut one o f a num ber aimed 
a t destroy ing  the c iv i l r ig h ts  
o f broad sections o f the popula­
tion .

A rm y  command o r the  A d m in ­
is tra tio n  m ay w ish  to  deprive o f 
his c iv il r ig h ts .

A tto rney-G enera l B idd le  a t­
tem pted to  ju s t i fy  the o rder on 
the grounds th a t i t  was neces­
sary  fo r  the “ sa fe ty ”  o f a ll pe r­
sons o f Japanese descent on the 
W est Coast. I t  is true  th a t there 
has been some v ig ila n te  violence 
aga inst Am erican-Japanese, th e ir  
homes have been invaded and they 
have been robbed by sm all groups 
o f te rro ris ts .

B u t instead o f en fo rc ing  the 
law  and p ro te c ting  the r ig h ts  o f 
these c itizens, the governm ent is 
d r iv in g  them  fro m  th e ir  homes, 
te rro r iz in g  them, and in  ac tu a l­
ity  encouraging the ra c ia l d isc ri­
m ination  th a t is being fanned on 
the W est Coast.

B ID D L E ’S H IN T
A tto rney-G enera l B idd le  stated 

a t the tim e the order was issued 
th a t the c iv il courts would re ta in  
th e ir  fu n c tio n  in  the areas des­
ignated fo r  evacuation by  the 
A rm y , and th a t any one ordered 
to evacuate could le g a lly  go in to  
a c iv il c o u rt and “ ge t a w r i t ” . 
B u t, he added, “ In  m y op in ion, 
.the co u rt w ould say, ‘T h is  is a 
m il ita ry  decision, and we w i l l  not 
go behind the m il ita ry  au tho r­
i t y ’ .”

Th is can be construed on ly  as 
a h in t to  the c iv il courts no t to 
p ro te c t the c iv il r ig h ts  o f eva­
cuated citizens.

Roosevelt’s o rder —  issued as 
a m il ita ry  precaution and osten­
s ib ly  d irected a t bu t one special 
group o f the popu lation —  es­
tablishes one o f the m ost danger­
ous precedents fo r  the usurpa­
tion  o f c iv il libe rtie s  the A m e r­
ican people have ever faced.

I t  is ve ry  encouraging to note 
th a t d u rin g  the past few  weeks 
we have received subscrip tions 
fro m  ind iv idua ls  l iv in g  in  cen­
te rs  where we have on ly  sm all 
iso lated groups o f agents —  K en­
tucky , U tah , M issouri, and Ten­
nessee. The to ta l am ount o f such 
subs is much h igher, re la tiv e ly  
speaking, than th a t received fro m  
the m e trop o litan  areas where i t  
would be h igher, we are con­
vinced, i f  ou r agents would pu t 
fo r th  a l i t t le  e x tra  energy.

W e hav.e received several in ­
qu iries M uring  the  pa s t period 
requesting in fo rm a tio n  concern­
in g  increased M IL IT A N T  bun­
dle orders fo r  mass d is tr ib u tio n . 
The fo llo w in g  excerpts fro m  one 
o f these le tte rs  w i l l  be o f in te r ­
est to  a ll o u r agents:

“ W e have qu ite  an investm ent 
in  one fa c to ry  to  wh ich we have 
been d is tr ib u tin g  T H E  M I L I ­
T A N T  fo r  nine solid months. 
D u rin g  th is  tim e we have s ifted  
ou t (o r ra th e r the w orkers  have

themselves s ifted  ou t) those who 
take the paper and those who re ­
fuse it .  We w ish th is  c liente le  to 
rem a in  readers o f ou r paper and 
w ish to  note especially th e ir  re ­
actions to w a r-tim e  d is tr ib u tio n .”  

T h is  le tte r  reveals th a t despite 
the w a r m any w orkers  are s t i l l  
look ing  fo r  the so lu tion o f th e ir  
problems and a ll o f our agents 
should take f u l l  advantage o f 
every o p p o rtu n ity  to reach 'these 
m ilita n t w orkers. ’

A  w ord  now is in  o rder about 
paym ents fro m  agents on th e ir  
M IL IT A N T  bund le 'o rde rs . Some 
o f o u r agents rea lize the  neces­
s ity  o f pay ing  re g u la r ly  each 
week, bu t others a llow  th e ir  ac­
counts to  g row  fro m  week to  
week, th in k in g  they  have done 
th e ir  b it  by m ak ing  an ir re g u la r 
paym ent every m onth o r so. Be­
cause we do no t have a la rge  
susta in ing  fun d  on hand, we can­
not w a it  fo r  paym ents over long 
periods o f tim e  bu t m ust ask th a t 
a ll agents pay up p ro m ptly .
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r r i l  'L A B O R  W IT H  A  W H IT E  S K IN  
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1  I 1 C  W H E R E  L A B O R  W IT H  A  B L A C K  
S K IN  IS  B R A N D E D "  —  K A R L  
M A R X .

N eg ro  S tru g g le
By E rnest W illia m s

When Roosevelt issued his famous Executive 
Order last year, A. Philip Randolph hailed it 
as a Second Emancipation Declaration. But 
the activities of the Committee on Fair Em­
ployment Practices set up by that same order 
show that Negroes are being Jim Crowed just 
about as much as ever. I f  the Negro people 
want to do away with job Jim Crow, they've 
‘got to organize and fight, not depend on exe­
cutive orders that arc toothless and fu ll of 
holes.

Last week the A labam a pardon parole board 
refused once again to pardon tw o o f the five 
Scottsboro boys who have been in  ja i l  fo r  a lm ost 
11 years now fo r  a crim e everyone knows they 
d idn ’t  com m it. Some N ^gro  Judases w an t the 
Negroes to  fo rge t about J im  C row ism  fo r  thè 
du ra tion  o f the w ar, bu t the J im  Crow ru lin g  
class and its  agents won’t  le t  them fo rg e t 
about it .

It is reported that a committee of 9 Navy 
officials met recently to consider the future 
status of 'he Negro in the Navy, and that by 
a vote o f 6 to 3 it was decided to recommend 
that the present status continue, that is, that 
Negroes serve only as mess stewards. Roosevelt 
has the recommendations on his desk, but it 
is reported that “ due to pressure of other m l  
ters" he has not had time to look at it.

N egro  w o rke rs  in  St. P au l w i l l  f in d  
o n ly  one cand ida te  fo r  M ayo r in  the 
M arch  10 p r im a ry  e lections w ho has 
the  s ligh tes t in te re s t in  d e fe n d in g  the 
in te res ts  o f  the  N egro  peop le . T h a t 
cand ida te  is G race C arlson , m il i ta n t  
f ig h te r f o r  equa l r ig h ts  f o r  the  N egro  
p eo p le ; advocate o f  e q u a lity  fo r  the  
N egro  peop le  in  the  a rm y  and o u t o f  
i t ,  in  the  w a r in d u s tr ie s  and the  non- 
w a r in d u s tr ie s , in  g ove rnm en t bodies, 
in  the  la b o r m ovem ent and everyw here  
e lse; s u p p o rte r o f  a n tiJ y n c h  and a n ti- 
p o l l tax  le g is la tio n ; o p p o ne n t o f  G ov­
e rn o r  Stassen’ s li ly -w h ite  H om e  D e­
fense G u a rd ; m em be r o f  the  N a tio n ­
a l A ssoc ia tion  fo r  the  A dvancem ent o f  
C o lo red  Peop le  and o f  the  n a tio n a l 
execu tive  boa rd  o f  the W o rk e rs  De­
fense League ; and one o f  the  18 
m em bers o f  the  S oc ia lis t W o rke rs  
P a rty  and the  C IO  conv ic ted  in  M in ­
neapo lis  last D ecem ber, o f  w hom  the  
St. P a u l R e co rde r said, . .we do  
know ’ th a t m any o f  its  leaders have 
repea ted ly  a ttacked  the  enem ies o f  the  
co lo re d  peop le  o f  th is  area. . . they  
have fo u g h t an ti-N egro  p rog ram s and 
ra c ia l b ig o try  w he reve r they fo u n d  i t . ”

Down in Trinidad, West Indies, at the 
United States m ilita ry base, a soldier hailing 
from South Carolina fired his revolver into 
a crowded dance hall, killed one native and 
wounded another, and then was set free by a 
m ilita ry court. Sounds just like it happened 
in the United States, doesn’t it?

F irs t Roosevelt said th a t he was opposed to 
the  Farm  S ecurity  A d m in is tra tio n ’s practice of 
lend ing money to  fa rm ers which they could use 
among o ther th ings  to pay th e ir  po ll taxes. Then 
a couple o f days la te r he said th a t he had m is ­
understood the question, th a t he supported the 
practice. F a r more im p o rta n t than th is  was his 
s ta tem ent th a t he had opposed po ll taxes a ll h is 
l i fe  and continued to  oppose them . W h a t does 
the record show? T h a t in  1938 he expressed 
h im se lf m ild ly  aga inst po ll taxes; th a t he also 
once endorsed a con s titu tion a l amendment to abol­
ish an A rkansas p o ll-ta x . B u t ne ithe r in  the 
1932 Dem ocratic convention, nor in the 1936 d r 
194(0 Dem ocratic conventions where he was p re t­
ty  much boss, did he do a s ing le  th in g  to  have 
h is  own p a rty  p la tfo rm  go on record aga inst 
p o ll taxes. Being opposed in  ta lk  o r on paper 
is  one th in g ; do ing som eth ing about i t  is  e n tire ­
ly  d iffe re n t. A f te r  a ll, i t ’s his own p a rty  th a t 
benefits fro m  the p o ll tax .

Incidentally, the FSA loans discussed 
above went to poor white farmers, but not 
to poor Negro farmers.

The N A A C P  announces th a t i t  has n o t ye t 
fired  W illia m  Pickens, s ta f f  member o f the o r ­
gan iza tion  now on leave to  sell defense bonds 
fo r  the T reasu ry  D epartm ent, fo r  w r it in g  an 
a rtic le  fo r  the press w h ich took a “ position (on 
segregation in  the armed fo rces) d ire c tly  op­
posite  to  th a t m ain ta ined”  by the  N A A C P . P ick ­
ens’ a rtic le  praised the  N egro  a ir  u n it  a t Tusk- 
egee, ■ and complained about the  “ be lly -ach ing”  
aga inst its  J im  C row  set-up ; in  e ffec t, h is  a r ­
t ic le  opposed fu r th e r  s tru g g le  aga inst segrega­
tion . Ralph M atthew s o f the A fro -A m e rica n  tr ie s  
to  defend him  by saying, “ In  order to  induce 
people to  buy bonds, he has to  gloss over some 
o f the actha l practices o f the Federa l G overn­
m ent” , which may be log ica l, b u t is  p o t much 
o f a defense: P ickens w il l  appear before the 
N A A C P  board o f d irec to rs  on A p r i l  13 to  de­
fend his position.

British Labor Party Leaders Betray 
Masses Of Both India And England
Oppose National 
Liberation for 
People of India

By A R T  PRE1S

British imperialism's loyal 
handmaidens, the leaders of the 
British Labor Party, have de­
clared themselves against na­
tional independence for India. 
What the British rulers — 
mindful of the explosive situa- 
tion in India —  have as yet 
hesitated to state in  definite 
terms, th e ir  labor lieutenant-' 
have stated fo r them.

T h is  la test lackey service for 
B r it is h  im peria lism  is embodied 
in a report issued Feb. 27 by the 
Labor P a rty ’s Executive Council 
which is to be presented to the 
p a rty ’s annual conference May 
25-28.

The B r it is h  labor leaders’ 
treacherous blow a t the struggle 
fo r  na tiona l lib e ra tio n -in  Ind ia  is 
cloaked, na tu ra lly , in  tlie  hypoc­
r it ic a l assertion tha t the war 
constitutes the obstacle to im m e­
diate em ancipation. The report 
states th a t “ fu l l  settlement, of 
die complex .issues of Ind ian  self 
governm ent m ust aw ait the close 
o f d ie  war.

Thus, these labor tools of B r i t ­
ish reaction sound a pious 
"A m e n !”  to the various bargains 
and promises being projected by 
the B r it is h  governm ent and ru l­
in g  class in  th e ir  desperate a t­
tem pt to side-track the struggle 
fo r Ind ian  na tiona l independence 
and to w in  the 'suppo rt of In d ia ’s 
oppressed 400 m illio n s  fo r  the 
war.

« -----------■--------- <s>

n ip t ion w h ich  the bribes of the 
B r it is h  ru le rs  have bred among 
them.

No sm all po rtion  of these bribes 
have been tlie  crumbs dropped 
from  the colonial, tables of B r it ­
ish im peria lism , w h ich  has feast­
ed in  large measure on the boun­
ty  of Ind ia . I t  is fo r  these crumbs 
d ia l t lie  B r it is h  labor leaders are 
con tinu ing  th e ir  be trayal of d ie  
Ind ian  masses —  and of the B r i t ­
ish workers themselves.

By bending th e ir  well-oiled 
knees before the B r it is h  ru lers, 
(lie labor leaders help to alienate 
the masses of In d ia  from  the 
Eng lish w o rk in g  class and to re­
in force the ru le  of B r it is h  cap ita l­
ism over the B r it is h  workers.

The Ind ia n  w orkers and peas­
ants can be the most powerfu l 
and loya l a llies of the B r it is h  
workers in  d ie ir  figh t against 
cap ita lis t reaction, in c lud in g  die  
th rea t o f fascism. B u t so long 
as the B r it is h  cap ita lis ts  rem ain 
in  power, and so long as the B r it ­
ish labor leaders bow before these 
oppressors of Ind ia , .such an a l­
liance cannot be realized.

SOPS FO R  IN D IA
F or the tim e being, the B r it is h  

labo r leaders suggest a sop to  the 
Ind ian  masses. They o f fe r  a plea 
fo r  the complete “ In d ia n iza tio n ” 
of the B r it is h  V iceroy of In d ia ’s 
Executive Council, n ine of whose 
14 members are already Ind ian . 
As die B r it is h  labor leaders well 
know, d ie  V iceroy has the deci­
sive power in  Ind ia , and the addi­
tion  o f a few more hand-picked 
na tive  agents o f the B r it is h  on 
li is  Executive Council w i l l  leave 
the Ind ian  workers and peasants 
in  as complete sub jugation as 
ever.

Echoing the tra d itio n a l ly in g  
argum ent of the Colonel B lim ps 
themselves, the B r it is h  labor lead­
ers make Ind ian  independence 
cond itiona l on “ agreement . . .  be­
tween die  d iffe re n t in terests in  
Ind ia .”

T ills  refers t.o an alleged ir re ­
concilable H indu-Moslem con flic t 
in  Ind ia , a con flic t w h ich  the 
B r it is h  ru le rs  are a ttem p ting  sys­
te m a tica lly  to  inc ite  and provoke 
in  accordance w ith  th e ir  po licy 
o f “ Divide, and Buie.”

T he ir in s tru m en t fo r  these p ro­
vocations, the rea c tion a ry  M os­
lem League in  Ind ia , actua lly  
contains less Moslems than  the 
Ind ia  Congress P a rty , and in  the 
1937 P rov inc ia l elections secured 
on ly  4.6 per cent of the to ta l Mos­
lem vote.

ECHO R U L IN G  CLASS L IE S
B ut the B r it is h  labor leaders 

do not hesitate to use th is  hoary 
and fraudu len t argum ent o f B r i t ­
ish im peria lism  to ju s t ify  th e ir  
own tra ito ro us  stand.

In  t l ie ir  statem ent on Ind ia , 
the B r it is h  labor bureaucrats re ­
veal once more th e ir  close ties to 
B r it is h  im peria lism  and the cor-

T A S K  O F  B R IT IS H  W O R KERS
The indispensable a lliance of 

:tbe B r it is h  and In d ia n  masses 
must be forged. I t  can be done 
on ly a fte r d ie  tra ito rs  are d rum ­
med from  the leadership of die 
B ritish , labor movement and a fte r 
the E ng lish  w orkers r id  them ­
selves once and fo r  a ll o f the 
reactionary yoke o f t lie  Church­
il ls  and the B r it is h  cap ita lis t r u l­
ers, take p o lit ic a l power in  th e ir 
own name and establish the 
W orkers Government of England.

Such a government, as an in i­
t ia l duty, w i l l  procla im  the un­
conditiona l na tiona l libe ra tion  
of Ind ia . I t  w i l l  a t once stretch 
ou t the hand o f in te rna tiona l 
w o rkers ’ s o lid a rity  to  the free  
masses o f Ind ia . Together w ith  
them, i t  w i l l  ca ll upon the op­
pressed workers and peasants of 
t lie  w orld  to take th e ir  destinies 
in to  th e ir  own hands, and to jo in  
tha t in te rn a tio n a l strugg le which 
w il l  pu t an end to w orld  cap ita l­
is t im p e ria lis t reaction and 
launch the w o rld  socia list order 
of freedom, peace and plenty.

Support Tories’ 
War Aims and 
Labor Policies

By C. C H A R LE S  
In their manifesto giving the 

official statement of their views 
on the war and the post-war 
aims, issued on Feb. 27, the ex­
ecutive committee of the re­
formist British Labor Party 
once more comes to the support 
of the B r it is h  cap ita lis t class.

The prestige of the cap ita lis t 
class of Great B r ita in  is clearly 
at the lowest po in t in  decades.

The workers are seething w ith  
discontent, over the conduct of 
the w a r w h ich has resulted in a 
series of m il ita ry  defeats. On 
the production fro n t the workers 
are beginning to oppose the pro- 
fits -firs t policies of live cap ita lis ts.

The resh u fflin g  of tlie  B r it is h  
cabinet was a desperate attem pt 
to a lla y  th is  mass d iscontent by 
the ancient device of p rov id ing  
scapegoats.

Now when there is a great op­
p o rtu n ity  to raise tlie  banner of 
socialism  in  the B r it is h  Isles, Jo 
advance the 'idea o f a w orkers ’ 
strugg le against fascism, to drive  
the Tories out. of office, the lead­
ership of the B r it is h  Labor P arty  
issues a se ll-ou t statement.

T h is  statem ent w i l l  be analyzed 
a t greater length in  com ing issues 
of T H E  M IL IT A N T . Now we 
w il l  m ention on ly  a few points.

In  the most n a tion a lis tic  way 
th is  pa rty , the largest section of 
the Second In te rn a tion a l declares 
tha t the' “ peoples o f Germany, 
I ta ly  and Japan m ust be brought 
to realize the power which peace- 
loving- na tions can m obilize a- 
ga inst aggression is overwhelm ­
in g  in  its  strength and absolute 
in  its  assurance o f success.”

H E LP S  A X IS  R U LE R S
Is there any bette r way of do­

in g  th e  w o rk  o f H it le r ,  H iro h ito  
and M usso lin i than lu m p ing  the 
masses o f Japan, I ta ly  and Ger­
many. who did  not w ant tlie  war 
and who have no th ing  to gain

Q -------:------------------------------------------------
from  the war, together w ith  th e ir  
cap ita lis t ru le rs , who w an t and 
hope to p ro fit by the war?

The leaders of the Labor P arty 
solidarize themselves w ith  the su 
per-V ersa illes w a r a i m s  o f 
C h u rch ill and Roosevelt, glossing 
over t lie  cap ita lis t na ture of these 
w ar aim s w ith  fine words about 
the “ fou r freedoms.”

Thus the A x is  ru le rs  are able 
to keep t l ie ir  to ile rs  in  line  by 
the masses’ fear of another Vcr 
sallies peace o f v ic to rs  and van 
quished. H itle r , M usso lin i and 
the ru le rs  of Japan po in t a t the 
Labor P arty  and say to the ir 
masses: “ You are sure to get an 
o ther V ersa illes tre a ty  unless xve 
w in. Even the Labor P a rty  stands 
fo r such a peace.”

The resu lt o f the Labor P arty  
manifesto, therefore, is ho t only 
to s trengthen the position o f 
B r it is h  and Am erican cap ita lism  
bu t the position of the A x is  ru le rs  
as well.

M ASSES S T IR R IN G  
The fina l word w i l l  be said 

however, no t by the heads of the 
Labo r P a rty , bu t by tire B r it is h  
masses. There are many signs 
th a t the policies of the Labor 
P a rly  leaders are opposed by the 
great masses o f B rita in .

A t the tim e of the outbreak of 
the present w a r the Labor P arty 
made an agreement w ith  the Con 
servative P arty  (Tories) not to 
place any candidates up against 
the other in  the event of an elec 
tion . Tf a seat in  P arliam ent were 
to he vacated fo r  any reason and 
i f  th is  seat were previously held 
by the Conservative P arty , the 
Labor P a rty  would not place any 
candidate up against th a t o f the 
Conservative P arty . The Conserv­
a tive  P a rty , in  tu rn , agreed not to  
launch a candidate in  opposition 
to tha t of t lie  Labor Party.

The re la tionsh ip  of forces as 
i t  existed at the tim e  of the ou t­
break o f the w ar was frozen. The 
Labor P a rly  de livered its e lf up 
bound hand and foot to the B r i t ­
ish ru lin g  class and th e ir  pa rty  
which was in  con tro l of P a rlia ­
ment.

The masses w ith in  the Labor 
P a rty  are now beginning to s t ir  
in  opposition to the po licy  o f the

Agrarian Revolution ls 
Key To Struggle In India
Exploited Indian Masses Can Achieve Real Freedom Only 
Through Action Independent of Native Propertied Class

WDL Pamphlet 
Has Article On 
Minneapolis Case

The Workers Defense League, 
which is supporting ijic defense 
of the 18 Minneapolis defend­
ants, announced this week the 
publication of its pamphlet 
“ The Rights of Man are Worth 
Defending”  by the League for 
A d u lt Education, Inc.

The pam phlet contains an a r­
tic le  by Roger B a ldw in , d ire c to r 
of the Am erican C iv il L iberties 
Union, o n -th e  M inneapolis case, 
en titled  "Peacetime S ed ition .”

S ta ting  th a t “ the case turned 
exactly in to  w hat the C iv il L ib ­
erties Union had prophesied i t  
would, a heresy t r ia l , ”  B aldw in 
v igorously  a ttacks the convictions 
in  h is artic le , exposes the role 
of Daniel Tobin in the case, and 
gives an analysis of t lie  danger 
of th is  precedent to c iv i l  liberties.

The pam phlet also contains ar 
t id e s  on c iv i l r ig h ts  by Zecba- 
ria h  Chafee Jr., A. P h ilip  Rand­
olph, P h ilip  M urray, Joseph Sell- 
lossbevg, and a d ram atic  account 
of the Odell W a lle r case by P auli 
M urra y  and M urray  Kempt-on. 
Copies may be ordered d ro m  the 
W .D .L. a t 112 E. 19 St., N. Y. C.

B y  JO H N  G. W R IG H T

There is a lot o f ta lk  these days about so lv ing 
the Ind ian  problem  by means o f a few p o litica l 
concessions. The aim  o f a ll th is  high-sounding 
ta jk  is to postpone and prevent a real solution 
o f Ind ia 's  h is to rica l tasks and needs by the on ly 
ones capable of ach ieving such a so lu tion, name­
ly , t lie  vast Ind ian  masses themselves.

The overwhelm ing m a jo rity  of Ind ians are peas­
ants who live  under feudal and semi-feudal con­
d itions. I t  can be said w ith o u t any fe a r o f exag­
ge ra tion  th a t no o the r cou n try  in h is to ry  was 
ever faced w ith  the solution o f the a g ra ria n  ques­
tion  on such a vast scale.

To m a in ta in  th e ir  ru le  over th is  enormous 
cou n try  the  E ng lish  im p e ria lis ts  have done every­
th in g  in  th e ir  pow.er to preserve and perpetuate 
the feudal structure . In  add ition  to  cu lt, caste 
and tr ib a l d ivisions, there are more than 700 
feudatory states w h ich bind the peasantry to con­
d itions  o f indescribable poverty  and degradation, 
’five apparatus of B r it is h  im peria l ru le  reinforces 
th is  ou tw orn feudal s truc tu re  and aggravates the 
conditions of more than 280 m illio n  Ind ian  
peasants.

To the ru ra l classes of In d ia  the struggle 
.against B r it is h  ru le  is synonymous w ith  the 
Struggle against th e ir  feudal bondage. N ational 
em ancipation is fo r (hem ind isso lub ly  bound up 
■with the  ag rarian  revo lu tion .

T h is is no secret to the .bourgeois leaders of 
the Ind ian  na tion a lis t movement. Jaw aharla l 
Nehru, the President of the Ind ian  N ationa l Con­
gress, w ro te in  h is autobiography: “ F o r a ll these 
ru ra l classes na tiona lism  o r S w ara j means fu n ­
damental changes in  the land system which 
■would re lieve or lessen th e ir  burdens and provide 
land fo r  the landless.”

W h o  W il l  H e lp  the  Peasants?
How w il l  these fundam ental changes be accom­

plished in  such a country as Ind ia , the classic 
colon ia l coun try  of w o rld  capitalism ? Despite 
its  overwhelm ing num erica l s treng th  the peas­
a n try  cannot achieve the ag ra rian  revo lu tion  w ith  
its  own forces. I t  needs a pow erfu l a lly  in  the 
cities.

The Ind ian  peasants have already learned much 
from  more than two decades of experience w ith  
the bourgeois na tion a lis t movement. They gave 
the N ationa l Congress its  real s treng th. The 
Congress, in  its  tu rn , under G andhi’s leadership, 
revealed its  complete bankruptcy. M illio n s  of 
I-ndjan peasants a lready know  th rou gh  expe ri­
ence th a t  the bourgeois na tion a lis t leaders are 
no less fea rfu l of the consequences of the agra­
ria n  revo lu tion  titan  are the B r it is h  im peria lis ts  
and the na tive  princes. M any m illio n s  more are 
beginn ing to understand ju s t w hat Gandhi, Nehru 
and Co. stand fo r. Peasant delegations m arch 
to the N a tiona l Congress bearing placards, “ Down

w ith  serfdom-”  The Congress resists every step 
in  th is  d irec tion .

“ I t  is  absurd to say,”  explains Nehru, “ that, 
the leaders betray the masses because they do 
not t r y  to upset the land system . . . .  They never 
claimed to  do so.”  F o r the Ind ian  bourgeoisie, 
na tiona lism  m erely means a greater share of 
power and pro fits  in  the ru l in g  block w ith  two 
other classes, the B r it is h  im p e ria lis ts  and the 
na tive  feudal lords. T h e ir dream is to become 
equal partners, they are ready to settle fo r  much 
less. The experiences w h ich  lie  im m edia te ly 
ahead w ill com pletely qm vince the Ind ian  peas­
ants th a t the na tive  bourgeoisie is a m orta l enemy 
of a ll those who seek to “ upset the land system.”

B u t the -treachery of the na tive  bourgeoisie 
does no t a t a ll doom the. peasant movement to 
defeat. On the con tra ry , the Ind ian  peasants 
have a Car more pow erfu l a lly  in  the c ities than 
the force represented by the weak and degener­
ated native cap ita lis ts. T h is  great a lly  is the 
Ind ian  w o rk in g  class num bering more than 5 
m illio n  and employed p redom inantly  in  E ng lish- 
owned industries. W h ile  composing a t in y  m in o r­
ity  of the population, the Ind ian  w o rk in g  class 
in  re a lity  represents the most dynam ic force in . 
the country. I t  is the  on ly re liab le  a lly  of the 
peasantry. It. alone is capable o f lead ing t.ho 
strugg le fo r In d ia ’s independence and o f ca rry in g  
th rough the agrarian  revo lu tion .

The Lessons o f  C h ina
W ith  an in fa llib le  class in s tin c t the Ind ian  

bourgeois na tiona lis ts  deny th a t the Ind ia n  p ro­
le ta r ia t is e ithe r revo lu tiona ry  o r capable of lead­
in g  the peasantry and the strugg le fo r  na tional 
independence. They hope to repeat on the Ind ian  
arena w hat was accomplished by the Chinese 
bourgeoisie under C h iang-K a i-shek, i.e „  to  crush 
the p ro le ta r ia t. The tem po ra ry  success o f Chiang 
and the Chinese bourgeoisie was due above a ll 
to the treachery of the Com m unist In te rn a tion a l 
under S ta lin  who surrendered the Chinese p ro ­
le ta r ia t bound hand and foot to the bourgeois 
hangmen.

The lessons of the Chinese experience are of 
c ruc ia l im portance fo r the development of the 
Ind ian  struggle. The Chinese revo lu tion  su f­
fered a grave defeat because the Chinese pro le­
ta r ia t fa iled  to b u ild  in  the ve ry  heat of the 
strugg le an independent po litica l p a rty  based on 
the p rinc ip les of Len in ism : and because the S ta l­
in is t  p a rty  surrendered the leadership of the na­
tio n a l H bera tion ist movement and of the agrarian  
revo lu tion .

We have ju s t received news from  In d ia  of the 
fo rm ation  of the A ll- In d ia  Bolshevik-Len in is t P a r­
ty . The program  of th is  p a rty  represents a great 
conquest fo r the Ind ian  pro le ta ria t. The grow th  
o f th is  p a rty  is the best guarantee fo r  the tr ium p h  
of the a lliance between In d ia n  peasants and 
workers.

leadership. T h is  was m anifested 
most sharp ly la s t December at 
the tim e of the vote on conscrip­
tion  of a ll men and women in 
England fo r w ar o r w ork.

D IV IS IO N  AM O N G  
T H E  D E P U T IE S

In  th is  discussion, the lender 
of t-hp so-called le ft w ing, Mr. 
Shinw ell, stated in  debate w ith  
his own p a r ty  leaders;

"T he  male labor of the country 
and to a large extent, the female 
labor of the country is conscrip t­
ed. In  effect, eve ry th ing  is con­
scripted w ith  the sole exception 
of' t lie  vested interests. Labor 
did not enter the governm ent fo r 
th is. Has the Labor P a rty  not 
always declared tha t i f  Labor 
was conscripted there m ust be a 
quid pro quo (th is  fo r  tha t?) D id 
they not abandon th a t p rinc ip le  
when they w ent in?”

Shinw ell o f course does not 
represent the rea l in terests of the 
masses. He fights shy of g iv ing  
a concrete socia list answer to the 
problem. He am b itious ly  hopes 
io capita lize o il the g row ing op­
position o f the masses to the se ll­
out po licy  of the Labor P a rty  of­
ficials.

B u t the im p o rta n t t i l in g  is 
th a t the masses are in  increasing 
opposition to the polic ies of the 
leaders o f the Labor Party . Th is 
opposition showed its e lf,  in  no­
where near its  rea l s treng th , by 
the vote o f 30 members o f the 
Labor P a rty  in  P arliam ent a- 
ga inst the o ffic ia l po licy .of the 
Labor P a rty  on the question of 
conscrip tion of w ealth .”

A nother sign o f the7 veering 
away of the masses from  the o f­
fic ia l Labor P arty  is the increase 
in  votes o f the cen tris t Indepen­
dent Labor P a rty  in  the recent 
bye-elections when they polled 
from  15% to 29% o f the to ta l 
vote. T h is  vote was recorded in  
spite of the fa c t th a t the  Com­
m un is t P a rty  arden tly  supported 
the Tories in the elections.

The B r it is h  S ocia lis t Appeal, | 
organ o f the W orkers In te rn a ­
tiona l League, a T ro tsky is t group, 
demands tha t the Labor P a rty  
end’ the coa lition  w ith  the Tories 
and s trive  fo r  power upon a pro­
gram of socia lis t demands.

S T R IK E S  IN C R E A S E
Just as the Labor P arty  agreed 

to a coa lition  w ith  the Tories on 
the p o lit ic a l field so d id  the trade 
union leaders agree w ith  the  em ­
ployers to a “ truce”  on the econ­
omic field. W ith o u t consulting 
the masses, they adopted a no­
s tr ik e  com pulsory a rb itra tio n  pol­
icy th a t cripples the w orkers ’ ef­
fo rts  to bette r th e ir  conditions.

The standards of l iv in g  of the 
workers are constantly fa ll in g  as 
the effects o f goods shortages and 
h igher prices a re  be ing fe lt  ever 
more sharply.

T lie  w orkers ’ resentment is in ­
creased because a t the same tim e, 
the bosses' pro fits  are no t being 
curta iled  b u t ar.e even ris ing . The 
B r it is h  Econom ist po in ts out 
th a t 2017 companies w h ich  had 
reported by Jan. 1, 1942, showed 
a to ta l p ro fit o f 38-9 m illio n  
pounds fo r 1941 over 375 m illio n  
pounds fo r  \1940.

As a resu lt of these factors, 
and in  spite of the o ffic ia l po licy 
of the trade un ion leaders, w o rk ­
ers have s truck  in  numerous 
cases. F o r exam ple:

The a irc ra ft w orkers in  the 
Napiers P l a n t  in  L iverpoo l 
s tru ck : a “ token”  w a lkou t o f a 
ha lf-hour took place in  a ll the 
shipyards on the C lyde; 5000 
men walked ou t in  the Rolls 
Royce p la n t; several thousand 
K entish  coal m iners s truck  and 
succeeded in  ra is in g  th e ir  pay 
from  ,6 sh illings , 9 pence a day to 
15 sh illings. 2% pence a day.

(M ore on G reat B r ita in  next 
week). '
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The United States 
Is For Free Trade 
In British Empire

: By A . R O L A N D  ...

O ttaw a A greem ent Is Set A s ide
The U n ited  States has a lw ays been fo r  its  

own un res tric ted  r ig h t  Jo trade fre e ly  —  inside 
the B r it is h  E m pire . T h is  a im  i t  has f in a lly  
achieved, a t least as a prom ise on E ng land ’s 
p a rt. The agreem ent ju s t  signed by H a lifa x  fo r  
G reat B r ita in  and W elles fo r  the U n ited  States 
sets aside the O ttaw a agreem ent w h ich  was de­
signed by E ng land to  shu t th is  cou n try  ou t o f 
the B r it is h  im p e ria l preserves.

The a tte m p t on the p a r t  o f the c a p ita lis t press 
to  place a t r u ly  in te rn a tio n a l s ignificance on the 
new agreem ent h a rd ly  holds w a te r. T rue  the 
pact does the handsome th in g , fo r  the  benefit o f 
skeptics, by saying th a t s im ila r  arrangem ents 
are open fo r  a ll na tions “ o f lik e  m ind.”  I t  is  to  
be doubted w hethe r o the r nations, handicapped 
in th e ir  com petition  w ith  A m erican mass produc­
tion , w i l l  prove ve ry  anxious to  ava il themselves 
o f the o p p o rtu n ity  to  le t down a ll bars to U n ited  
States businessmen.

The e ig h t po in ts  o f the J o in t D ec la ra tion  o f 
In ten tions  m ay be n ice ly  sugar-coated fo r  pub lic  
consum ption. B u t they are p a r t  o f the hard  ba r­
ga in  driven by the Yankees in  re tu rn  fo r  th e ir  
lease-lend aid to- E ng land. C h u rch ill a ttem pted 
s ly ly  to evade pay ing  th is  price  in  the f ir s t  agree­
m ent, the  A t la n t ic  C harte r, signed by Roosevelt 
and h im se lf. There he had inserted in  the sec­
tio n  dealing w ith  the le tt in g  down o f trade  b a r­
r ie rs  a l i t t le  clause to  the e ffe c t th a t com m it­
ments a lready in  existence were to be excepted. 
T h is  b rough t a loud o u tc ry  fro m  the Yankees. 
The present D ec la ra tion  p ins C h u rch ill down and 
does aw ay w ith  the loophole le f t  in  the A t la n t ic  
C harter. The O ttaw a agreem ent is  thus dead 
and buried.

C o n flic t in g  In te re s ts  o f  Tw o N a tions
H a lifa x  n a tu ra lly  makes use o f the new agree­

m ent to  show th a t a f te r  a ll the Am ericans were 
un du ly  suspicious o f th e ir  E ng lish  cousins. T h is  
is a bad business and m ust be corrected. He 
has no illu s ion s  concern ing the d if f ic u lty  o f b u ild ­
ing  up s u ffic ie n t t ru s t  between the tw o  nations, 
p a r tic u la r ly  in  the po s t-w ar period. H is  words 
are w o rth  quoting  on th is  score: “ B u t the  d i f ­
fic u lt tim e  comes when the physica l danger is  
removed, and no one who remembers the period 
a fte r  the  arm is tice  o f 1918 can help b u t wonder 
w hether our tw o  peoples w il l  manage to  w o rk  
w ith  each o ther be tte r than they did  a qua rte r 
o f a cen tury ago. I t  is  an easy bu t insecure 
assum ption th a t com radeship in  w a r w ill,  o f  its  
own momentum , c a rry  over in to  peace.”

The Am bassador is more than r ig h t .  P a rtic u ­
la r ly  is th is  the case when the aim s o f the  tw o 
countries in  the w a r are fa r  fro m  being id e n ti­
cal. The aim s o f tw o  c a p ita lis t countries in  a 
w orld  w a r cannot possib ly be the same, fo r  each 
seeks its  own best in te rests . The economic in te r­
ests o f Eng land and A m erica  on a w o rld  scale 
are in  c o n flic t w ith  each other.

The actua l term s, o f the D ec la ra tion  (p robab ly  
contained in  notes o f in te rp re ta tio n  exchanged 
between the fo re ign  offices ra th e r  than  d ire c tly  
in  the p rin ted  docum ent) are fa r  less im p o rta n t 
than the basic assum ption u n d e rly in g  the agree­
ment. These assum ptions are U top ian  to  say 
the least. They assume th a t  w o rld  economy can 
be b rough t back to1 a m ore o r less even keel on 
the foundations th a t existed before 1939. T rade 
and commerce w i l l  be resumed where i t  was le f t  
o f f  before the second w o rld  w a r. O n ly  th is  tim e  
the A ng lo -A m erican  bloc w i l l  see to  i t  th a t  its  
dominance over the  en tire  w o rld  is m ainta ined.

The assum ption is an obvious fa lla c y . The in ­
a b il i ty  o f a l l the w a rr in g  nations to  repay  th e ir  
debts, both fo re ig n  and in te rn a l, is r ig h t ly  taken 
fo r  g ranted by everybody. The sudden sw ing  th a t 
w ill be necessary fro m  a w a r production  such as 
the w orld  has never before seen, in v o lv in g  fro m  
s ix ty  to  e ig h ty  per cent o f the to ta l p roduction 
o f every sing le  b ig  c a p ita lis t coun try , back to  
the production o f c iv ilia n  goods, w i l l  obviously 
b r in g  an economic cris is. Those economists who 
ta lk  ho pe fu lly  o f evading such a cris is  by p ilin g  
up mass purchasing power d u rin g  the w a r w h ich  
w il l  be released fo r  business s tim u la tio n  the  mo­
m ent the w a r ends, shu t th e ir  eyes to  re a lity .

R eal B a r r ie r  to  W o r ld  E conom y
The trem endous sums o f m oney being spent 

on the w a r represent the super-w asting  o f actua l 
w ealth . The m ach inery o f c iv ilia n  production  is 
be ing allowed to  run  down w h ile  the na tion  de­
votes its e lf  to  to ta l w a r. The reconstruction  o f 
the  p roductive  apparatus w i l l  requ ire  a lm ost as 
much w ealth  as is  now being squandered fo r- 
w a r purposes. T.be am o un t o f purchasing pow er 
“ stored up”  in  the banks fo r  the masses (even 
i f  we suppose a scheme such as th a t o f M eynard 
Keynes as accepted) w ou ld  no t be a drop in  the 
bucket so fa r  a« the rea l am ount necessary fo r  
se ttin g  the machines go ing  again is concerned.

The second w o rld  w a r is im pove rish ing  the 
w orld  a t a b re a th -ta k in g  ra te . The scorched- 
ea rth  p o licy  —  where i t  is applied instead o f 
ju s t ta lked  about —  m ay be an “ a ll ou t”  w a r 
measure, b u t how w i l l  a l l o f the we.alth destroyed 
be replaced ?

The w ore  re a lis tic  economists have warned th a t 
the  standards o f l iv in g  .of the masses w i l l  have 
to rem ain a t the low  leve l o f w a rtim e  u n t il w h a t 
-wealth rem ains to  socie ty has f i r s t  gone in to  
the e f fo r t  to  reb u ild  the  forces o f production. A  
w o rld  .at a  lo w er leve l o f existence a ll around 
w ill h a rd ly  encourage trade  and commerce.

The anajrchic m ethods o f cap ita lism  cannot 
possib ly bring ' veal economic recovery a f te r  th is  
war. N o r can any one coun try , even tw o  coun­
tr ie s  lik e  the U n ited  States and Eng land, b r in g  
o rder ou t o f chaos. T h a t is the g re a t fa lla c y  
th a t underlies the  th in k in g  o f the  rea c tion a ry  
cap ita lis ts  w ho suppose th a t the y  can re-estab­
lish  w h a t has gone forever.' The D ec la ra tion  o f  
•Intentions m ere ly  declares th is  purpose. The In ­
ten tions cannot be labelled good ones, fo r  the y  
stand in  the  w ay o f a be tte r w orld . The ba rrie rs  
to w o rld  econom y are no t m ere O ttaw a agree­
m ents b u t the  ve ry  system  o f cap ita lism  its e lf.
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JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. M il i ta r y  tra in in g  o f  w o rke rs , financed  

by  the  gove rn m e n t, b u t u n d e r c o n tro l 
o f  the  tra de  un ion s . S pecia l o ff ic e rs ’ 
t ra in in g  cam ps, financed  by  th e  gov* 
e rn m e n t b u t c o n tro lle d  b y  the  trade  
u n ion s , to  tra in  w o rke rs  to  becom e 
o ffice rs .

2 . T ra d e  u n io n  wages f o r  a ll w o rke rs  
d ra fte d  in to  the  a rm y .

3 . F u l l  e q u a lity  f o r  Negroes in  the  a rm ed 
fo rces  and the  w ar in d u s tr ie s — D ow n 
w ith  J im  C row ism  everyw here .

4 . C on fisca tion  o f  a ll w a r p ro fits . E x p ro ­
p r ia t io n  o f  a ll w a r in d u s tr ie s  and th e ir  
o p e ra tio n  u n d e r w o rk e rs ’ c o n tro l.

5 . F o r a r is in g  scale o f  wages to  m eet the  
r is in g  cost o f  liv in g .

6 . W o rk e rs  Defense G uards against v ig ­
ila n te  and fasc is t a ttacks.

7 . A n  Ind e pe n de n t L a b o r P a rty  based on 
the  T ra d e  U n ions.

8 . A  W o rk e rs ’ and F a rm ers ’ G ove rn ­
m en t.

'M ilitan t' Endorses 
Carlson's Candidacy

T H E  M IL IT A N T  wholeheartedly endorses the 
candidacy of Grace Carlson for m a jo r of St. Paul, 
Minnesota. Our endorsement is accorded to her 
as a banner-bearer of international socialism.
, As the first candidate for public office to unfurl 
this banner since America's entry into tile war, her 
campaign takes on national 'and international sig­
nificance.

I t  is a token in action that Trotskyism, which 
Grace Carlson proclaims, continues to speak out 
amid capitalist reaction and war to ra lly  the work­
ers to that program of workers’ emancipation 
which alone w ill bring lasting peace and security 
for the oppressed of the earth.

American capitalism tried to silence the voice 
of Trotskyism through the Minneapolis “ seditious 
conspiracy”  tria l in which 18 Trotskyists and CIO 
members — including Grace Carlson —  were con­
victed under the anti-labor Smith “ Gag”  Act.

A ll the more significant then is her c.lmpaign 
today, for it symbolizes to the workers of Amer­
ica, as well as of St. Paul and Minnesota, that 
Trotskyism lives and functions despite persecutions 
and repressions.

Grace Carlson carries on the heroic tradition 
of Eugene V. Debs. Debs, too, dared to voice the 
slogan of international workingclass solidarity dur­
ing the last war. A m illion workers cast their 
vote for him while he was behind prison bars 
because of his courageous stand.

Like Debs, Grace. Carlson bears the brand of 
capitalist justice as a badge of honor. It marks 
her, and the movement for which she speaks, as 
uncompromising defenders of the workers’interests, 
who never surrender their principles even under 
the blows of the capitalist rulers. As the Trotsky­
ists were, so they remain, the inheritors of Marx, 
Engels, Lenin and Trotsky, the standard-bearers 
o f the socialist future of mankind.

It is with confidence that her program today 
w ill be the program o f1 the entire working class 
tomorrow, that T H E  M IL IT A N T  urges the work­
ers of St. Paul to vote for Grace Carlson and 
socialism in the coming city elections.

" Protecting"  Labor, 
Negroes And Aliens

I f  an individual is assaulted on the streets by 
a gangster, it  is customary to arrest and punish 
the gangster and assist his victim. Under the im­
pact of the “ war for democracy” , however, this 
simple concept of justice is being reversed so far 
as the workers, Negroes and non-citizens are con­
cerned.

Thus, when workers sent him protests about the 
bosses’ war profiteering, Colonel Roy M. Jones, 
of the procurement division o f the Arm y A ir 
Corps', did nothing about the war profiteers, but 
sharply “ warned” the workers about becoming 
“ tools of nazism."

When a Ku-K lux-K lan incited mob in Detroit 
attacked a 'g roup of Negro families who were

moving into a government housing project built 
for Negro war workers, Mayor Jeffries “ protect­
ed” these Negro workers arid their families by 
ordering them to stay out of their new homes 
“ until further notice.”  Ami when his police got 
through “ protecting”  them, of 38 persons sent to 
the hospital, 33 were Negroes, and of 104 persons 
arrested, 101 were Negroes.

When vigilante terror broke out against persons 
of Japanese descent on the West Coast, President 
Roosevelt issued an order empowering the Army 
arb itra rily  to drive all persons of Japanese descent, 
citizens and non-citizens alike, from their homes 
and farms. Attorney-General Biddle, self-styled 
"guardian”  of civil liberties, hastened to approve 
of it as a measure for the "safety”  of- the threat­
ened victims of reactionary terrorism.

H itler is a past master in applying this concept 
of “ justice” . Every time he undertake^ a new 
invasion, or some other new blow at the masses, 
he explains that he does it “ for their own good," 
to “ protect”  them.

W hy German Soldiers 
Are Not Surrendering

According to official reports, the Red Army has 
surrounded a large number of German 'troops in 
the region of Staraya Russa. Almost 100,000 have 
been completely cut o ff; thousands have already 
been killed and the rest are reportedly on the 
verge of starvation. Yet Moscow itself does not 
even hint that these troops may surrender.

It is well known that very few German soldiers 
have surrendered. Stalin was compelled to admit 
this in his order of the day, issued in connection 
with the twenty-fourth anniversary of the Red 
Army.

Are the German soldiers preferring death to sur­
render because they are fanatical Nazis? To say 
this is to identify the German people with H it­
ler's clique. According to Stalin, such an assump­
tion is ridiculous. We agree. What then is the 
explanation?

Stalin, like Churchill apd Roosevelt, offers the 
German soldiers only another Versailles Treaty. 
This is what they reject.

The German people were offered a “ free Ger­
many”  and a “ democratic peace”  in the last war. 
The self-same promises on Stalin’s lips sound no 
better today than they did on the lips of Wilson, 
Lloyd George and the British and French “ so­
cialists”  in 1914-1918.

Hitler's talk of the threat of another Versailles 
is a terrible reality to the German people. This 
spectre is H itle r’s best weapon.

The only guarantee against the threat of another 
Versailles is the program for the establishment of 
the Socialist United States of Europe. Let the 
Red Arm y issue such a call, and the German sol­
diers would not only surrender w illing ly  but join 
side by side with the Red soldiers in the struggle 
for the Socialist emancipation of Europe and all 
mankind.

Henderson Advises 
Pulling In O f Belts

Price Administrator Leon Henderson, in a 
speech before the Overseas Press Club on Feb. 26, 
graphically described how heavily the Adminis­
tration expects the burden of the war to fall on 
the American masses.

Henderson stated that such a high percentage 
of the nation's productive capacity is to be d i­
verted to war purposes that “ the level of living 
within a few short months w ill be not much above 
1932, and that in 1943 we shall surely fall below 
1932.”

I lenderson further explained that "you guests 
may not appreciate what it means to the American 
people to fall below the bottom of our great de­
pression, but the people listening tonight w ill know 
what it means and understand that it is a warning 
to pull in their belts and pull hard.”

But not all “ the people listening tonight” un­
derstood this as a "warning to pull in their belts 
. . .hard.”  I f  there were any capitalists listening 
to Henderson, they understood this “ warning” to 
apply only to the workers, poor farmers and loVer 
middle class.

The monopoly owners and finance capitalists ex­
pect to grow fatter each day of the war. They 
have already had to let out, not “ pull in ” , their 
belts. Average corporation profits in 1941 were 
30 per cent higher than in 1940, an exceptionally 
good year, and 100 per cent higher than in 1939.

But why, while the bosses pile up more and 
more profits, must the masses “ pull in their belts” ?

This nation lacks neither the labor power nor 
productive facilities to maintain the flow of con­
sumers goods even while war production is expand­
ing.

Thet scarcity of consumers goods is the direct 
consequence of the policies of the monopoly own­
ers and their agents who arc running war pro­
duction.

They have deliberately restricted the expansion 
of production facilities in order to maintain their 
monopolies. They have forced whole industries 
to shut down because they refused to invest their 
huge idle capital in expansion and plant conver­
sion.

Let the capitalists firs t "sacrifice”  their billions 
in war profits before there is any more talk of 
the workers pulling in their already tight bells. 
Let the government take over and operate the 
basic industries under the control and management 
of the workers.

Not until this is done w ill the masses feel any 
justification for speeches urging them to pull in 
their belts.

American Tells Of Indian 
Workers' Organizations

Met With Union Groups and Heard Workers7 
Views On War and National Independence

B y W IL L IA M  E L L IS
(The fo llo w in g  is the concluding section o f an a rtic le  by an 

A m erican who returned fro m  Ind ia  sho rtly  before the outbreak of 
the P ac ific  w a r.)

India is very largely a peasant country, although it has a 
tremendous potential for industrial development. This poten­
tial has not been realized because of British domination. The 
British rulers do not wish the growth of industries competitive 
to Brita in ’s home industries, preferring to drain the raw mate- I
r ia ls  and resources o f Ind ia  and s>------------------------------------------------------
exp lo it i t  as a m arke t. j wanted to  know w hether A m cr- |

Nevertheless, since the la s t * ican w orkers  p e rm it the man-
w ar, the re  has been a re la tiv e ly  
considerable in d u s tr ia l develop­
ment, and w ith  i t  the g ro w th  o f 
the in d u s tr ia l w o rk in g  class. A l ­
though the in d u s tr ia l workers 
represent as y e t on ly  a sm all

agem ent in to  th e ir  meetings, and 
asked me: "C an we tru s t  the 
m anager?”

I  to ld  them  th a t th a t was no t 
pe rm itted  in  Am erican unions, 
th a t the managers act fo r  the 

fra c tio n  o f the popu lation, they 1 companies and are no t to be 
are h ig h ly  concentrated in ce rta in  j trusted . I  fu r th e r  to ld  them  th a t 
key c ities and industries. They | fro m  m y observations o f the 

| have b u ilt  up a tra d it io n  o f m i l i - ; A m erican labo r movement, on ly  
ta n t s trugg le , have advanced po- m ilita n t s trugg le  would be able 
l i t ic a lly  fa r  above the level o f to w in  them  be tte r conditions, 
the res t o f the na tive  p o p u la tio n ,1 They expressed agreement.

; and have a p o lit ic a l and economic 
w e igh t fa r  ou t o f p ro po rtion  to 
th e ir  numbers.

One o f the th in gs  th a t  su rp ris ­
ed me as we w e n t up the Hoogh- 
ly  R ive r a t the p o rt o f Ca lcutta , 
where I  go t m y f i r s t  g lim pse o f 
Ind ia , were the foundries  and 
fa c to ry  p lan ts  a long the r iv e r

One o f th e ir  im m ediate p rob­
lems was the in te n tio n  o f tho 
companies to dock them  tw o 
days’ pay i f  they fa ile d  to  w o rk  
d u rin g  the observance o f a com­
in g  re lig ious  ho liday. T he ir 
wages are sp inc red ib ly  low, th a t 
the loss o f tw o days’ pay would 
have been a serious blow, mean-

banks. M ost o f them  looked like  • in g  actua l hunger fo r  them.
new, m odern bu ild ings, and fro m  
t ile  signs on them  I  could te ll 
they were ve ry  la rg e ly  B r it is h - 
owned. The present w a r has s t i­
m ulated an in d u s tr ia l expansion 
in  Ind ia .

T h is expansion was ev ident in

One o f th e ir  m a jo r demands 
was fo r  the ten-hour day. They 
to ld  me th a t they had to  w ork  
a re g u la r tw e lve-hour day, s ix 
days a week, a t heavy m anual 
labor. One sa id : “ We don’t  w an t 
much. Jus t a couple o f hours

a ll the b ig  c ities  and po rts  I  v is - i ]ess w o rk  a day. A l l  l i fe  means 
ited. In  one c ity , where there  | to  us now is w o rk  to  exhaustion,
is a g ro w in g  steel in du s try , I  
had the o p p o rtu n ity  to  meet a 
group o f iro n  and steel w orkers. 
They were in the process o f fo rm ­
in g  a union, and represented sev­
era l p lan ts in  the area.

T R A D E  U N IO N  PRO BLEM S
U nion ism  was a ve ry  new ex­

perience to them , and the y  were 
extrem e ly  in terested in  every 
phase o f un ion a c t iv ity  and p ro ­
cedure. N a tu ra lly , they w e r e  
forced to  fu n c tio n  under condi­
tions o f v ir tu a l il le g a lity , as the 
vaunted B r it is h  democracy has 
never been im ported in to  Ind ia  
a long w ith  B r it is h  im peria lism .

E very  tim e  I  had a chance to 
ta lk  w ith  Ind ian  workers, I  found 
them  extrem e ly  anxious to  learn 
about the organ iza tiona l m e th ­
ods and experiences o f the A m e r­
ican workers. Yes, even in to  fa r -  
o f f  In d ia  among the m ost ex­
ploited w orkers in  the w orld , has 
come the knowledge o f the g reat 
labo r s trugg les and o rg an iza tio n ­
al s trides o f A m erican labor in  
the past decade.

O bserving th a t I  was an A m e r­
ican and sym pathetic  to the cause 
o f the w orkers, the steel w orkers 
I  m et asked me m any questions 
about how the A m erican w o rk ­
ers go about w in n in g  be tte r con­
d itions. They to ld  me o f some 
o f th e ir  problems, and solic ited 
m y advice.

“ C A N  W E  T R U S T  
T H E  M A N A G E R ? ”

One o f them  to ld  nie th a t in 
h is p a rtic u la r p lan t, the union 
had gained su ffic ie n t s treng th  to 
compel the m anagem ent to  deal 
w ith  it .  However, he explained, 
the m anager was a ttend ing  th e ir  
m eetings and ne go tia ting  fo r  the 
company d ire c tly  w ith in  th e ir  o r­
ganization . The steel w o rke r and 
his comrades expressed doubt as 
to  the wisdom o f hav ing  the  com­
pany m anager in  th e ir  meetings,

go to  sleep, get up, go to  work, 
a lways tire d , never rested.”

They asked me about strikes. 
They knew th a t any s tr ik e  they 
would conduct would be aga inst 
the governm ent as w e ll as the 
bosses, and troops would be sent 
aga inst them  as a m a tte r o f 
course. To them , the B r it is h  au­
th o ritie s  and the bosses are one 
and the same. They also to ld  me 
o f some o f the com pany prac-

Strong Words 
. . .  Unanswered

From  a sta tem ent o f A r th u r  
W . M itche ll, N egro  member o f 
the House o f Representatives 
from  Illin o is , in  the Congres­
sional Record, Feb. 18:

M r. M itch e ll: “ M r. Speaker, 
a s ta r t lin g  reve la tion  in  con­
nection w ith  the  do w n fa ll o f 
S ingapore, made by responsi­
ble a u th o rity , is to  the e ffec t 
th a t the  la rge s t c o n trib u tin g  
fac to r to the defeat o f the de­
fend ing  forces was B r ita in ’s 
re fusa l and fa ilu re  to  recognize 
and use the na tive  soldiers. 
W h ile  B r ita in ’s tre a tm e n t o f 
her na tive  soldiers was u n ju s t 
and con tribu ted  to  the  fa ilu re  
o f the B r it is h  so ld ier h im self, 
i t  is fa r  be tte r than the  tre a t­
m ent which the A m erican N e­
gro  soldier receives a t the 
hands o f a la rge  po rtion  o f our 
c iv ilia n  popu lation and,: I  th in k , 
the W ar and N avy Departm ents 
themselves. . .

“ A  casual look a t w ha t is 
ta k in g  place in  some parts  o f 
the coun try  w i l l  convince one 
beyond a ll doubt th a t Am erica ’s 
a tt itu d e  tow ard N egro  soldiers 
is worse and more abominable 
than the a tt itu d e  o f the B r i t ­
ish soldiers and the  B rit is h  
Governm ent tow a rd  the natives 
in and around Singapore. . .”
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tices, ve ry  rem in iscent o f those 
in  the U . S. The companies p la n t 
spies in  the union, set up r iv a l 
company unions, etc.

B y  good fo rtune , I  was able to  
a ttend a m eeting o f dock w o rk ­
ers in  one c ity . A lth o u g h  they 
are a recognized and legal union, 
they arc nevertheless constan tly  
subjected to  police in tim id a tio n , ' 
arrested on the s ligh tes t p re tex t. | 
and th e ir  m eetings and ac tiv itie s  : 
are under con tinua l surve illance. |

I t  came as a surprise to  me 
to observe how well-educated po­
li t ic a lly  these dock w orkers  are. 
T h e ir discussion a t th e . m eeting 
was a long M a rx is t lines, and was 
devoted to  a consideration o f the 
basic causes o f the w a r. W ith  
v ir tu a l u n an im ity , they stated 
th a t they considered the m ost im ­
mediate enemy o f the Ind ian  
w orkers to be the B r it is h  ru le rs  
and the na tive  cap ita lis ts

One o f them sa id : “ W e ha\’e 
no th ing  aga inst the B r it is h  w o rk ­
ers. I f  they would revo lt, i t  would 
be much easier fo r  us.”

W h a t was p a r tic u la r ly  s ig n ifi-  
I cant about th is  a ttitud e , was 
; th a t m ost o f the w orkers a t th is  
m eeting were under S ta lin is t in ­
fluence and leadership. The S ta ­
lin is ts , as I  found out, have been 

1 w o rk in g  to  ge t these w orkers  to 
forego th e ir  own s trugg les and 
to  tu rn  them  tow a rd  support o f 
G reat B r ita in  in  the w a r.

R O LE  OF S T A L IN IS M
B u t so deep is the w o rke rs ’ 

ha tred fo r  the B r it is h  ru le rs , and 
so s trong  is th e ir  desire to  f ig h t  
fo r  na tiona l independence, tha t 
the S ta lin is ts  —  to p reven t com­
plete iso la tion  fro m  the masses 
— were proceeding along these 
lines s lo w ly  and in  the m ost in ­
d irec t fash ion.

They were, fo r  example, t ry in g  
to  e xp lo it the progressive senti- 

I ments o f the w orkers  fo r  aid to 
the Soviet U nion. The dock 
w orkers were ass is ting  in  a cam ­
pa ign p r ra ise funds fo r  the So­
v ie t U nion, to  w h ich  they are 
g iv in g  whole-hearted support. 
S ta lin is t propaganda was t ry in g  
to convince them  th a t they should 
soften th e ir  s trugg le  fo r  na tio n ­
a l independence in  the in te rests 
o f he lp ing the USSR, and its  a lly .

' B r ita in . B u t a t the tim e  I  was 
j there they had no t y e t dared to 
, come ou t openly among these 
j w orkers  and te ll them  to support 
! the w a r.
j D u rin g  the course o f my, d is ­
cussion w ith  the dock w orkers,1
m y opin ion was asked about the 
Soviet U n ion. I  to ld  them  tha t 
I  was fo r  i^s uncond itiona l de­
fense, but, I added, i t  was neces­
sa ry  to d iffe re n tia te  between the 
w orkers  state and the ca p ita lis t 

| states, and th a t I  though t the best 
w ay they  could help the USSR 
was by con tinu ing  th e ir  own 
s trugg le  fo r  na tiona l freedom. 
They nodded app rov ing ly .

F rom  m y observations, S ta lin ­
ism is one o f the m ost danger­
ous fo rte s  opera ting  aga ins t In ­
dian independence, p a rtic u la r ly  
because in  the past the S ta lin ­
is ts  have led the masses in  m any 
h itte r  s trugg les and th e ir  in f lu ­
ence has penetrated deeply among 
m any advanced sections o f the 
Ind ian  w o rk in g  class.

IN D IA N  TR O TS K Y IS T S
I  am happ iest to be able to 

re p o rt th a t the re  is a g row ing  
T ro ts k y is t movem ent in  Ind ia . 
The T ro tsky is ts  I  ta lked  w ith  
were extrem e ly  op tim is tic  about 
the fu tu re  o f the F ou rth  In te r ­
na tiona l in th e ir  coun try  They 
a lready have groups in a num ­
ber o f c ities  and are p lann ing 
the consolidation o f these groups 
in to  an A ll- In d ia  p a r ty  as soon 

1 as possible.
I  also learned tha t, con tra ry  to 

reports  c ircu la ted in  the  U n ited 
( S tates some tim e  ago, they are 
I and have from  the beginn ing been 
in fu l l  agreem ent w ith  the posi­
tion  o f the Socia lis t W orkers 
P a rty  fo r  defense o f the Soviet 
Union.

The F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a lis ts  in 
Ind ia  arc  composed m a in ly  o f 
workers and have been w inn ing  
over more and more un ion m il i ­
tan ts. O f course, they arc fun c ­
tio n in g  under ve ry  d iff ic u lt ,  i l le ­
ga l conditions. Some o f the In ­
dian comrades a re  in prison.

They are pub lish ing  a paper, 
called “ The S pa rk”  —  named 
a fte r  Le n in ’s paper, “ Is k ra ” . In  
the fo rm a tio n  o f th e ir  p a rty , and 
as a guide fo r  its  o rgan iza tiona l 
methods, they arc t r y in g  to  ap­
p ly  the teachings o f L e n in ’s 
“ W h a t Is  to  Be D one?”

Am ong the Ind ian  masses, 
there is no section th a t appears 
to be able to  g ive correct and 
m il ita n t leadership o ther than 
the in d u s tr ia l p ro le ta r ia t. They 
im press one w ith  th e ir  class o u t­
look, m ilita n c y  and p o litica l in ­
te lligence. I t  is the w orkers , I 
am certa in , who w i l l  g ive the de­
cisive leadership to  the s trugg le  
fo r  Ind ian  em ancipation. Condi­
tions in  -India are so explosive 
today th a t w ith  a correct p ro le ­
ta r ia n  revo lu tiona ry  leadership, 
no th ing  w i l l  p reven t the  Ind ian  
people fro m  successfully achiev­
in g  th e ir  freedom  fro m  B r it is h  
ru le  and oppression.

A  Side Show 
That Almost 
Stole The Show
■ ■— = By M . S T E IN  h

Side-Show S trugg le
I t  is not ve ry  often th a t a side-show overshadows 

the m a in  a ttrac tion . Especia lly i f  thq  m ain a ttrac tio n  
happens to be as brea th tak ing  in  scope as the fa ll 
of Singapore. W ell, th is  almost happened. And sm all 
wonder, fo r look at the cast of characters: in  the 
center of the stage is a v irtuous , well-m eaning F irs t 
Lady. She's got in  her embrace a pale, fra il but very 
beau tifu l dancer. A round them  a pack of how ling 
wolves: congressmen, the press and a ll its  Peglers, 
and rad io commentators. Can anyone conceive of a 
more d ram atic  setting?

The suspense grew greater every m inute. E very­
body began to take sides, to lay bets of the outcome 
of the tita n ic  struggle, when a ll of a -sudden every­
th in g  was brought to a qu ick  ha lt. Somebody back- 
stage pulled some w ires and a ll the characters who 
looked so real revealed thfemsclves as mere puppets 
and they were w ith d ra w n  from  the stage.

W hoever pu lled the w ires back-stage, d id  i t  in  the 
n ick  of tim e. I f  th is  side-show had been perm itted 
th continue beyond the firs t act i t  would have revealed 
th a t the so-called na tiona l u n ity  is m erely a th in  
veneer covering some deep-going differences, even 
w ith in  the ru lin g  group th a t is un ited on the ques­
tion  o f fo re ig n  po licy.

The co n flic t as i t  unfolded in  the one and only 
act showed a difference over the character of the 
OCD. The o u trig h t reactionaries raised a howl 
against some of the social functions of the OCD. B u t 
even though the c u rta in  was draw n on th is  act, the 
extent of the con flic t can be judged somewhat by the 
b itte r  com m ent made a fte r  the event by  the F ir s t  
Lady in her w eekly broadcast on Sunday, Feb. 21:

She blamed Hid dispute on “ w hat I  hope is a sm all 
but vocal group of unenlightened men who are now 
able to renew, under the guise of pa trio tism  and eco­
nomy, the age-old figh t fo r the p riv ileged few against 
the good of the m any.”

lyater on she alm ost assumes the role of a rabble- 
rouser: “ Perhaps we m ust a ll stand up now and be 
counted in  th is  fight, the v irtuous  W estbrook Peglers 
on the one side, the boon-dogglers, so-called, on the 
other . . . ”  f.Vcio Y ork Times, Feb. 22.)

A Q uestion  o f  M e thod
B ut despite the great beat and the sharp phrase­

ology, the dispute is fundam enta lly  over a question 
of method. How  are the w orkers  and fa rm ers  to  be 
won over to a greater w a r ,e ffo rt?  The “ en lightened”  
F irst. Lady says: You can a ttra c t more flies  w ith  
honey than you can w ith  v inegar. Answ er the old 
tim ers  of tlite tough, rough-and-ready school: These 
are not flie s  you are dealing w ith  and the good old 
wh ip w i l l  w o rk  wonders.

Here is where the rub comes in. The “ en lightened”  
m ig h t be w ill in g  to p u t th e ir  en lightenm ent aside 
fo r  the du ra tjfip . But aren ’t  we supposed to be fig h t­
in g  fo r democracy the w orld  over? W ouldn ’t  i t  look 
too raw  to adopt the methods of barbarous fascism 
and at.rthe same tim e  say you are fig h tin g  fascism?

The public as a whole Is extrem ely cyn ica l o f mere 
sermons about democracy. The las t w a r and the 
s trugg le to “ make the w o rld  safe fo r  democracy”  is 
s t i l l  fresh in the m em ory of the present generation. 
Has there been any a ttem pt on the p a rt of the ru lin g  
class, its  spokesmen, or its  flunkeys, both the libe ra ls  
and the conservatives, to exp la in  w hy W orld  W ar I  
w h ich  brought, v ic to ry  to the “ democi'acies”  resulted 
in  a po litica l phenomenon unknown p r io r  to the w ar 
—  the emergence o f Fascism and Nazism?

Q uestions the  Masses A re  T h in k in g  A b o u t
The fo il in g  masses w aut to know also w hy h a lt 

t lie  tim e tha t elapsed between one w ar and the other 
was spent in  m isery, depriva tion  and degrading un­
employment. W hy they bad to sell apples on the 
street corners under Hoover, and w hy when W PA 
was established under the “ New Deal,”  they were 
looked down on as boondogglers. W hy  there was a 
liow l tha t W PA aud the m iserable re lie f p ittance was 
bankru p ting  the country, w h ile  scores of b illio n s  of 
do lla rs are voted fo r the w ar w ith o u t a m u rm u r out 
of the same people.

They w ant to know why i t  is w rong fo r workers 
to ligh t fo r h igher wages to offset the r is in g  cost of 
liv in g , w h ile  on the o ther hand the bosses are accu­
m u la tin g  fabulous profits, despite occasional “ invest­
iga tions”  w h ich do no th ing  to curb profits.

The youth of the coun try  wants to know w hy they 
have been the forgotten men o f the generation w ith  
no chance fo r a job, a career —  no chauce to live  a 
norm al life . They w ant to know  w hy i t  took a w ar 
to focus a tten tion  on them, and here too not as 
masters o f th e ir  own destiny, bu t as v ic tim s  __ v ic ­
tim s o f a w orld  n o t o f th e ir  own m aking . They w an t 
to know who is responsible. They ask questions.

T h is  is w hy the sideshow over the OCD, the F irs t  
Lady, M ayris  Chaney and M elvyn Douglas can become 
so prom inent. There is no answer fo rthcom ing , to 
the tea l questions, i t  would be too em barrassing, too 
en ligh ten ing. Instead there is a lo t of fancy skating  
around the rea l issues, w ith  an occasional ou tburs t 
between the tw o  methods o f  approach. One section 
of the ru l in g  class prefers p la in  unceremonious b ru ta l 
force; the other, and as yet more in flu e n tia l, would 
lik e  to t r y  fu r th e r the method of camouflage and 
cajolery.
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