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WAR PROFITEERING GETS SENATE 0. K.
W hat Boss Press Hides 
About The Cripps Plan

An Editorial
The game in India of both the British and 

American ruling classes is now absolutely 
clear. W ith one voice, the American capital­
ist press is singing hosannas to the Churchill- 
Cripps plan, which spells continued subjection 
of India to British imperialism.

The main point of the Cripps plan is an 
absolute denial to the Indian masses of the 
right to vote democratically on their own fate.

We pass by entirely, for the moment, the 
question of how Britain is going to run India 
"fo r the duration", in return for which the 
Indian masses arc to spill their blood and spend 
their resources in the service of their British 
rulers. ^

After the war, after the suffering and blood­
letting, the promised so-called constituent as­
sembly, the constitution-making body, is NOT 
TO BE ELECTED BY T H E  PEOPLE OF 
IND IA .

The British insist it is to be chosen thus:
1. M ore than tw en ty -five  per cent o f the 

delegates arc  to  be A P P O IN T E D  by the na- 
t iv e  princes, those feudal land-ho ld ing t y r ­
ants who ru le  th e ir  oppressed subjects w ith  
the aid o f B r it is h  bayonets and whose la s t 
w ish is to  see those bayonets w ith d ra w n  
from  Ind ia.

2. The rest o f the constituen t assembly is 
to be chosen in  an ind irec t m anner calculated 
to  give the people no voice in  the creation of 
the cons titu tion  and to  com plete ly th w a rt 
th e ir  w ill.  T h is  w i l l  be done as fo llow s :

(a ) E lections to  the  p rov inc ia l leg is la ­
tures w ill f irs t  take place under the  p ro v i­
sions o f the  1935 G overnm ent o f Ind ia  A c t. 
T h is  A c t  lim its  s u ffra g e  by p rope rty  and 
educational qua lifica tions, wh ich, as ind ica ­
ted by the 1937 elections, A U T O M A T IC A L ­
L Y  E X C LU D E S  75 P E R  C E N T  OP T H E  
P O P U L A T IO N  FROM  V O TIN G .

(b ) T h is  same A c t a rb it ra r ily  sets aside 
a certa in  num ber o f seats in  the p rov inc ia l 
leg is la tu res fo r  "re lig io u s  com m unities” , the 
Moslems and o ther re lig iou s  m ino ritie s . The 
num ber o f seats thus a rb it ra r ily  set aside is, 
o f course, fa r  ou t o f p ropo rtion  to  the ac­
tu a l re la tive  size o f these “ re lig ious  com­
m un ities”  to  the to ta l popu lation. T h is  de­
vice was placed in the Governm ent o f Ind ia  
A c t as a means o f ensuring seats to  reac­
tio n a ry  B r it is h  agents, such as the heads o f 
the Moslem League.

(c )  The p ro v in c ia l leg is la tures, thus 
“ elected” , w i l l  act in  tu rn  as e lectora l co l­
leges to name the actua l delegates to  the 
constituen t assembly. In  th is  way, the m em ­
bers o f the constituen t assembly would be _ • 
tw ice-rem oved even fro m  th a t t in y  m in o rity  
o f p riv ileged  ind iv idua ls  allowed to  vote a t 
a ll.
But the decisions of even this unrepresenta­

tive and pro-British constituent assembly are 
to be subject to a masked veto by the British 
rulers.

The Cripps plan provides that provinces or 
native states which don’t like the new consti­
tution w ill have the right to set up their own 
separate governments. Thus, the threat of 
what was done to Ireland, partitioning under 
the pretext of "se!f-determination” and the 
"protection”  of religious minorities, would be 
a strong weapon in the hands of the native 
princes and other British agents to force the 
writing of a constitution favorable to British 
and native reactionary interest.

And, in addition, the constitution-making 
body would be pledged in advance to sign a 
treaty with the British, which would include 
guarantees for British investments and con­
tinued economic domination.
-  This, then, is the measure of the "democ­
racy" for which the British masters are ask­
ing the Indian masses to fight and die. This 
is the extent of the "national independence ’ 
which Britain promises the people of India for 
some time in the vague future.

A t the present time, the bourgeois press is 
hurling a veritable barrage at the American 
people in an effort to sell them the idea that 
the Indian masses are stupidly refusing to ac­
cept a good proposition. This hypocritical 
chorus just a few weeks ago was railing at the 
Colonel Blimps, sarcastically referring to the 
"faded trappings of British imperialism”  — 
all as preparation, it is now apparent, for giv­
ing support to the Cripps plan in the guise of 
"friends”  of India.

It is easy enough for the American people to 
see through that guise. Let us suppose that 
the American masses were granted “ freedom” 
along the lines of the Cripps plan. We would 
have a constitution drafted by a body, 25 per 
cent of whose members would be hand-picked 
by a few individuals like J. P. Morgan, John 
D. Rockefeller, Jr., etc.; the rest would be ap­
pointed by state legislatures which in turn 
would be elected only by the people who own 
at least an eight-room house and have a col­
lege degree; and the states where most of the 
people can’t vote, such as our southern poll- 
tax states, would have the right to secede front 
the union if  they didn’t like the constitution. 
Would the workers and farmers in this coun­
try  want to fight for that kind o f independ­
ence and democracy? No! They’d fight to 
the death against it!

The only kind of national independence the 
masses of India want is for the British and 
all other imperialists to get out of and stay 
out of India. The only kind of constitution 
they want is one drafted by the true representa­
tives of the Indian people, a constituent as­
sembly elected by the free vote of the work-, 
ers and peasants. That is the least they w ill 
fight and die for. And no Cripps or any other 
smooth-tongued "friend” of India, w ill be able 
to sell them some shoddy substitute labeled 
“ just as good.”

Standard Oil Bosses Lie 
About Deal With Nazis
New Evidence Piles Up Despite Efforts of 
Company and Boss Press to Stifle Truth

By A R T  P R EIS

Despite powerful efforts of the Rockefeller interests and 
the nation’s capitalist press to put a lid on the truth, damning 
evidence continues to pile up about the Standard O il-I. G. Far- 
benindustrie conspiracy.

Last week, tire Truman Senate Investigating Committee
5-------------------------------------------------------heard fu r th e r  governm ent te s ti­

m ony show ing th a t S tandard O il, 
in  c o n fo rm ity  w ith  its  a rra ng e­
m ents w ith  the N azi in terests, 
continued as la te  as December, 
1941 to  prov ide Oil and o ther 
necessary ope ra ting  supplies fo r  
N az i and Ita lia n  a ir- lin es  b r in g ­
in g  “ spies, propaganda and p ro f­
it-p ro d u c in g  goods”  to  South 
A m erica  and re tu rn in g  to  Europe 
■with “ essential w a r m a te ria ls .”  

The com m ittee heard fro m  the 
lip s  o f a lead ing T reasu ry  o ff ic ia l 
the  deta ils  o f S tandard ’s e ffo rts  
to  tu rn  over its  H u ngarian  p lan ts 
to  the Nazis fo r  ?24.000.000 gold, 
a deal w h ich  the T reasu ry  b lock­
ed because i t  would have “ pe r­
m itted  tlie  S tandard O il Co. to 
have been p re fe rred  by  Germa­
n y  over o ther A m erican owners 
o f ca p ita l investm ents in  G er­
m any”  and would have fu rthe red

Nazi economic conquest in E u ­
rope.

These fac ts  fu r th e r  b rough t 
ou t the close tie -u p  between 
Standard and the German cap­
ita l is t  in te rests and le n t addi­
tio n a l w e ig h t to  the docum entary 
evidence presented to  the T ru ­
man Com m ittee tw o  weeks ago 
by A ss is tan t A tto rn e y  General 
A rno ld , which established th a t 
S tandard and I.  G. Farben had a r 
iron-c 'ad  carte l agreem ent, f ir s t  
made in New., 1929, to recognize 
each o the r’s exclusive r ig h ts  in 
p a rtic u la r economic spheres. I. 
G. Farben was to  have w orld  
con tro l in  chemicals and S tand­
ard, in petro leum  products and 
syn the tic  gasoline.

E F F E C T  O F C O N SPIR AC Y
B y the term s o f th e ir  agree-

m ent —  w hich included a f u r ­
the r understand ing reached a fte r  
the s ta r t  o f the w a r in  October, 
1989 fo r  a means o f w o rk in g  to ­
ge ther d u rin g  the w a r “ w hether 
o r no t the  U . S. came in ”  —  
Standard tu rned  a ll its  chemical 
patents over to I. G., in c lud ing  
its  inva luab le b u ty l rubber p ro ­
cess which i t  refused u n t il tw o 
weeks ago to  g ive  to  Am erican 
concerns, and I. G. gave Standard 
its  syn the tic  gasoline and s im ila r 
patents and "th e  p riv ile ge  o f 
s t if l in g  com petition .”

In  accordance w ith  its  agree­
m ent w ith  I. G. Farben and its  
“ na tu ra l m onopolistic desire” , 
S tandard w ithhe ld  its  synthetic 
rubber processes fro m  Am erican 
in du s try , " fru s tra te d  the creation 
o f an A m erican syn the tic  ru h b c  
in d u s try ” , and con tribu ted in  p 
la rge  measure to the present ru b ­
ber fam ine  w h ich  has seriously 
cripp led Am erican production and 
caused a d rastic  cu rta ilm e n t o f 
consumers goods.

S T A N D A R D  O IL  G A L L
B u t the s ig n ifica n t development 

before the T rum an Com m ittee 
la s t week is th a t S tandard O il
—  fa r  fro m  a d m ittin g  its  g u ilt
—  s t i l l  defends its  practices and

(Continued on page 3)
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Militant UAW Delegates 
Resist Holiday Pay Cut
Convention Accepts Administration Demand 
Under Pressure of FDR and Union Leaders

April 8. —  Despite strong opposition from many delegates, 
the special convention of the United Automobile, A ircraft and 
Agricultural Implement Workers in Detroit last night adopted 
a resolution giving up time-and-a-half and double-time pay for 
week-end and holiday work within the 40-hour week.

But it took every trick the union’s executive board could
m uster to  c a rry  th rough  the5>-------------------------------------------------------

stood f ir m  under th is  barrage, 
ho ld ing to  the position th a t the 
paym ent o f the established wage 
rates fo r  week-end and ho liday 
w ork  was no t ho ld ing up produc­
tion . They warned th a t to  s u r­
render on th is  issue would on ly 
encourage the em ployers and the 
a n ti- la b o r po litic ians  to become 
bolder in  th e ir  a ttacks on the 
w o rkers ’ standards.

Experienced observers agreed 
th a t the vote did no t accurate ly 
re fle c t the p o p u la r ity  o f the ideas 
and argum ents advanced by those 
who defended the re ten tion  o 
standard ra tes o f pay. M any of 
the delegates who had come t<

adoption o f th is  measure —  the 
inclusion in  the same reso lu tion 
o f a p rogram  advocating “ equal­
ity  o f sacrifice ”  and con ta in ing  
m any progressive demands; a le t­
te r  fro m  President Roosevelt 
p rom is ing  th a t the money given 
up would go to  the governm ent 
and no t to  the em p loyer; dema­
gogic th rea ts  th a t fa ilu re  to  
adopt the reso lu tion  would cause 
the passage o f a n ti- la b o r le g is ­
la tio n  in  Congress; appeals to  the 
pa trio tism  o f the delegates, etc.

150 H E L D  F IR M  
A G A IN S T  PRESSURE 

No.vertho esB, 150 o f the 1200 
delegates fro m  the union locals

FDR'S Letter Shows Bosses 
Caused Holiday Shutdowns

P re s id en t R ooseve lt’ s 
le tte r  to  the  U n ite d  A u to ­
m o b ile  W o rk e rs  special 
c o n ve n tio n  th is  w e e k  
p layed a b ig  p a r t in  he lp* 
in g  to  p u t o ve r a re so lu ­
t io n  to  su rre n d e r the  es­
tab lished  con tractua lw age  
standards f o r  week - end 
and h o lid a y  pay.

R ooseve lt’ s tw o  m a in  
p o in ts  o f  persuasion  were 
th a t such wage standards 
are  im p e d in g  w ar p ro d u c ­
t io n  and th a t the  g ove rn ­
m e n t in tends  to  see to  i t  
th a t the  bosses do  n o t 
p r o f i t  f r o m  th is  sacrifice  
by the  w o rke rs .

A n  e xa m in a tio n  o f  h is 
le t te r  .shows how  h o llo w  
and fa lse  R ooseve lt’ s a r ­
gum ents are.

H e states th a t such dou ­
b le -tim e  a n d  p re m iu m  
pay is “ q u ite  u nd e rs tan d ­
able  in  peace-tim e”  b u t 
“ in  w a rtim e  i t  pu ts  a 
b ra ke  on  p ro d u c tio n . I t  
causes fa c to rie s  to  close 
on Sundays and h o l i ­
days.”

R ooseve lt, l ik e  th e  em ­
p loye rs  whose a rg um en t 
he is  m e re ly  repea ting , 
c a re fu lly  avo ids any e lab­
o ra tio n  on  th is  p o in t. 
Jus t w h y  and how  does i t  
“ p u t a b ra ke  on  p ro d u c ­
t io n ? ”  W h y  does i t  do  so 
in  w a rtim e , b u t n o t in  
peacetim e?

T h e  la b o r is  ava ilab le , 
the  fa c to rie s  a re  th e re  to  
ru n . A s ide  f ro m  the  fa c ­
to r  o f  m a te r ia l shortages 
the  o n ly  o th e r reason the  
fa c to rie s  are  closed, then , 
is th a t th e  bosses have 
closed them  dow n in  o r ­
d e r to  p ro v id e  a p re te x t 
fo r  re fu s in g  to  pay the  
w o rke rs  the  established 
pay scales and th e re b y  to  
cu t wages and m ake m o re  
p ro fits . I t  is the  bosses 
w ho  are  d ire c t ly  respons i­
b le  i f  the  in d u s tr ie s  - do 
n o t opera te  to  capacity .

A n d  R ooseve lt’ s le t te r

its e lf  gives a reve a ling  
c lue  to  how  fa lse  and h y ­
p o c r it ic a l is  the  bosses’ 
a rgum en t th a t the y  are be­
in g  fo rce d  to  shu t dow n 
on  Saturdays, Sundays 
and h o lidays  because they 
can’ t  a f fo rd  to  pay d o u ­
b le -tim e .

“ I t  is the  in te n t io n  o f  
the  g ove rn m e n t,”  w ro te  
R oosevelt, “ to  renego tia te  
con trac ts  w ith  the  em ­
p loye rs  w he reve r neces 
sary to  in s u re  th a t the  
savings f ro m  re lin q u is h ­
m e n t o f  d o u b le  o r  p re ­
m iu m  t im e  go n o t to  the  
e m p lo ye r b u t the  n a tio n .”

‘R enegotia te  co n tra c ts ’ 
means th a t in  th e ir  pres­
e n t con trac ts  the  e m p lo y ­
ers are  re ce iv in g  fu n d s  
f o r  th e  paym en t o f  ove r­
t im e  a n d  d ou b le -tim e  
wages. T h e  em p loye rs  
have n o t been o u t-o f- 
p ocke t one cen t by  ru n ­
n in g  th e ir  fa c to rie s  on 
week-ends and ho lidays . 
T h e y  have been g e ttin g  
the  m oney r ig h t  a long  
f ro m  the  g ove rn m e n t to  
m eet th e  costs o f  o ve r­
t im e  pay.

T h is  exp lodes the  lie  
th a t paym en t o f  o ve rth h e  
ra tes has h e ld  u p  p ro d u c ­
tio n . W h a t h e ld  u p  p ro ­
d u c tio n  was the  des ire  o f  
the  bosses to  p u t in to  th e ir  
ow n pocke ts  the  m oney 
g iven  them  by  the  gove rn ­
m en t f o r  h o lid a y  pay.

T he  U A W  gave up  
som eth ing  ve ry  im p o r t­
an t, som e th ing  th a t had 
in  the  w ords o f  th e  reso­
lu t io n  adopted  a t the  co n ­
ve n tio n , “ been w on  th ru  
decades o f  s tru gg le ”  and 
w h ic h  “ means acceptance 
o f  subs tan tia l wage cuts, 
even in  the  face  o f  the 
sh a rp ly  increased cost o f  
l iv in g  d u r in g  the  past 
tw e lve  m o n th s .”

B u t th e  su rre n d e r o f  
th is  r ig h t  is n o t g o ing  t r  
increase p ro d u c tio n  one 
b it .

vote aga ins t the  executive board ’s 
proposal, f in a l’ y  were persuaded 
to  vote fo r  i t ,  “ b u t on ly  under 
repeated assurances by the 
un ion ’s top  leaders th a t they 
would wage a la s t-d itch  f ig h t  fo r  
s im ila r  sacrifices by in d u s try .”
(P M , A p r i l  8.) S t ill others were 
swayed by the president's le tte r.
HO W  V O TE  W A S  T A K E N

The delegates debated the is ­
sues fo r  a lm ost s ix  hours. Then 
ju s t be fore the vote, P resident 
R. J. Thomas reread the fina l 
pa rag raph o f Roosevelt’s le tte r  
p rom is ing  renegotia tion  o f con­
trac ts , and Richarcl F ranken- 
steen, d ire c to r o f the un ion ’s 
C h rys le r departm ent, shouted:
“ A re  you go ing to te l the P res i­
dent o f the U n ited  States to go 
to  h e ll? ”

A  s tand ing vote fo llow ed, w ith  I require repaym ent of any sums 
an estim ated 150 delegates r is in g  ‘ considered to be “ excess pro fits .”  
to  vote against. The num ber o i l  From  th e ir  knowledge of w hat 
delegates who did n o t rise  to vote I the W ar P roduction Board, W ar 
fo r  o r aga inst was no t counted. | and Navy Departm ents and M ari-

As PM po in ted out, sentim ent tim e  Commission have up to now 
aga inst g iv in g  up the overtim e considered to be “ excess pro fits ,”  
pay was much s tronger among the w ar profiteers are undoubted- 
tho rank-and-file  delegates and ly  caressing th e ir  bellies in  de- 
the local un ion o ffic ia ls  than llsh ted  a n tic ip a tion  o f the w ar 
among the na tiona l leaders. “ The Profits feast in  store fo r  them, 
bu lk  o f the  o ra to ry  in s u p p o r t ' The cap ita lis t press could not

Profits Curbs Voted Down 
A t Administration Demand
Approval of 'Toothless', 'Innocuous' Bill 
Is Go-Ahead Sign for All-Out Profiteering

P ro m p te d  by  the  a d m in is tra t io n , the  Senate th is  
week tu rn e d  the  green  l ig h t  on  a ll-o u t w a r p ro f ite e r ­
ing .

W a ll S tree ters and the  c o rp o ra tio n  m o n o p o lis ts  
co u ld  scarce ly conceal th e ir  jo y  at the  news th a t the
Senate last Tuesday voted down a proposal for "profits lim ita­
tions”  and approved a measure, demanded by the administra­
tion, which would leave it up to the government procurement 
agencies to determine the amount of profits on all war contracts.

An amendment was attached to the latest war appropria­
tions b ill p ro v id ing  tha t there be3b---------- --------------------------------------------
a clause in  a ll w a r contracts re- |0nai ta lk  about " ta k in g  the pro- 
m ind ing  the bosses tha t, i f  the 
governm ent so desires, i t  can 
"renegotia te”  any con tract “ when 
p ro fits  can be determ ined”  and

o f the executive board came from  
the un ion ’s top councils. The m i­
no r functiona ries , who deal da ily  
w ith  the gripes and uncerta in ties 
and resentm ents o f the ran k  and 
file , were less disposed to accept 
unconditiona l abandonment o f 
double Sunday pay.”  . . . .

I t  was also estim ated b y  the 
New Y o rk  Tim es re p o rte r th a t 
th ree -quarte rs  o f the  dclcgater 
bore no specific  ins tructions 
fro m  th e ir  locals on how to  vote; 
the reason fo r  th is  was th a t  the 
convention had been called on 
such sho rt notice th a t m ost locals 
had no t had adequate tim e  to  
discuss the convention issues; 
th is  undoubtedly made i t  more 
easy fo r  the leaders to  sway 
some o f the delegates.
T Y P IC A L  A R G U M E N TS

T yp ica l o f the comments made 
by the delegates in  opposition to 
the surrender o f ho liday pay 
were the fo llo w in g :

“ W e’re no t convinced th a t g iv ­
in g  up double-tim e is v ita l to 
w inn ing  the w a r. Labor is m ak­
ing  sacrifices everywhere —  we 
gave up the r ig h t  to s tr ike , our 
brothers and sons are dy ing  in 
the trenches. Cau anybody show 
any signs th a t the men who sign 
our pay checks have made one 
sa c rifice ? ”

“ E ve ry  tim e  we make a sacri­
fice the y  ask fo r  more. M any o f 

(Continued on page 4)

re fra in  fro m  no tin g  w ith  undis­
guised satis faction the real char­
acter of the Senate’s action. 
“ Toothless,”  “ e n tire ly  Innocuous,”  
“ the least ha rm fu l so lu tion  to a 
k n o tty  prob lem " the New Y ork  
H era ld -T ribune  took pleasure in  
p o in tin g  out to its  W a ll S treet 
readers. And the New Y o rk  
Timex stated fo r th r ig h t ly  th a t I t  
“ would leave the cu rb ing  o f p ro­
fits la rge ly  to the system now em­
ployed.”

B IG G ER P R O FITS  A H E A D
W ith  over 150 b illio n  dollars 

of w a r appropria tions in  the gov­
ernm ent “ k it ty , ”  the w a r p ro fit­
eers know th a t even the lush 
take o f 1911 —  the largest In  h is ­
to ry, not exc lud ing the golden 
harvest o f 1929 —  w il l  be chicken 
feed compared to the p ick ing  
ahead.

Senate and House investlga 
tlons have brought ou t some of 
the facts about w hat the "systen 
now employed”  has provided the 
big  trus ts  and monopolies in  t lv  
way of w a r p ro fits  W ith  “ emph­
asis on p roduction”  and “ to he ll 
w ith  the costs,”  as W ar Prodm- 
tion  Board ch ie f Donald Nelson 
has pu t it ,  I t  takes no iruagina 
tion  to v isua llze^tbe m illio na ires  
tu rn in g  in to  b illiona ires , and the 
b illion a ire s  ge tting  too tire d  t> 
even count th e ir  rake-ln.

From  the s ta rt, the Congress-

fits  ou t of w a r”  and “ pro fits  l im ­
ita t io n ”  has been no th ing  bu t a 
calculated fakery. Even the House 
measures fo r  a s ix  per cent pro­
fits l im it  on w a r contracts and 
the Senate proposal fo r a tw o to 
ten per cent s lid in g  scale l im it  
on pro fits  were ju s t eye-wash.

Such pro fits  lim its , fixed on 
contracts ra th e r than in  re la tion  
to invested capita l, would s t i l l  
pe rm it the corpora tions to make 
hundreds of per cent p ro fit on 
th e ir  actual cap ita l. N or would 
such measures take in to  account 
cost-padding, hidden profit? sunk 
In to  so-called “ contingency”  re­
serves, and, above a ll. the m onu­
m ental g ifts  w h ich the govern- 

• ment is g iv in g  the b ig  corpora­
tions in  government-financed new 
plants and fa c ilit ie s . The RFC 
and the governm ent’s Defense 
P la n t C orporation have already 
given the bosses more than 11 fell- 
lion  do lla rs in  th is  way.

BOSSES’ O B JE C T IO N ;
R E A L  PURPOSE

The cap ita lis ts  object to such 
worth less measures because they 
are opposed to any legal recogni­
tion  of p ro fits  lim ita t io n s  even 
in p rinc ip le .

Tho real purpose o f a ll th is  
“ pro fits lim ita t io n ”  cha tte r is to 
a p p e a s e  popu lar resentment, 
aroused by the T rum an Com m it­
tee and other recent disclosures 
w ith  the Idea th a t Congress ts 
going to “ do som eth ing" about the  
w ar profiteers.

And fu rth e r, as the New York. 
Herald T ribune, A p r i l 8, adm its, 
wrapped up in  the “ pro fits  lim ita ­
t io n ”  ta lk  is “ the p o lit ic a l con­
sidera tion th a t on A p r il 29 a host 
o f labor b ills  w il l begin to be 
acted on In Congress.”

Congress has shown its  a ttitud e  
to the bosses. On “ Der Tag”  —  
\ p r i l  20 —  i t  w i l l  launch its  
S pring Offensive against its  rea l 
ib jec tive , the r ig h ts  and condi- 
lons o f labor.

Negro Soldiers Killed In 
Jersey, Arkansas, Texas
Army Jim Crow Responsible for New Wave 
Of Violence That Takes Lives of 4 Negroes

B y A L B E R T  P A R K E R
A new wave of violence has broken out against Negro sol­

diers. On April 2 two Negro privates were shot dead and five 
wounded by M ilita ry  Police in Fort Dix, New Jersey. On March 
29 a Negro sergeant in L ittle  Rock, Arkansas, was shot dead 
by a white policeman, aided by white M. P’s. A few days be­
fore that a Negro private in Houston, Texas, was shot dead by
a w h ite  sold ier assigned to g u a rd -5------------------------------------------------------
h im . A t the same tim e a Negro
priva te  stationed in  Georgia re­
ported th a t he had been c rue lly  
beaten by w h ite  policemen as 
w h ite  M.P.’s stood 1 by and 
watched.

M il ita ry  and even c iv il in ves ti­
ga tions and hearings are under 
w ay in  m ost o f these cases. B u t 
i t  is  a lready clear th a t a ttem pts 
w ill be made to w hitewash the 
cases and gloss over the J im  Crow 
trea tm e n t o f Negroes w h ich is 
a t bottom  responsible fo r  these 
k illin g s . The pub lic  s tatem ent by 
Colonel C. M. Dowell, F o r t  D ix  
post commander, th a t the whole 
case was “ m ere ly a b ra w l” , la id  
down the line  th a t w i l l  probably 
be fo llowed by the au thorities .

Brigadier-G eneral Ben jam in O. 
Davis, ran k in g  Negro officer and 
assistant to the A rm y  Inspector

General, has been sent to F o rt 
D ix  to supervise the in q u iry , and 
to lend a show of " im p a r t ia lity ”  
to the proceedings. Davis has 
been used fo r such w ork  before, 
notably in  tho case of P riva te  
Ned Turm an, Negro so ld ier who 
was k ille d  a t F o rt Bragg, N. C., 
last summer, fo r res is ting  the 
b ru ta l attacks o f M.P.’s.

H O W  FO R T D IX  
F IG H T  B E G A N

Tho F o rt D ix  k il lin g s  took place 
a t a sm all com m un ity  called 
ro lu tv il le ,  bordering on the arm y 
reservation. In  a place called 
W ald ron ’s Sports Palace a dispute 
arose among a num ber of sol­
diers, Negro and w h ite , who were 
w a it in g  in line  to use a telephone. 
A w h ite  m il ita ry  policeman nam ­
ed Hayhoo came up and began to

abuse a Negro who was accused 
of try in g  to get to the phone be­
fore h is tu rn .

None o f the boss newspapers 
reported i t ,  b u t an eye-w itness in  
the b u ild in g  to ld  a M IL IT A N T  
correspondent th a t the M . P. c a ll­
ed the N egro  “ a n igg e r and o ther 
in su ltin g  names.”  N a tu ra lly , the 
Negroes w ith in  earshot resented 
th is .

The M.P. then reached fo r the 
p is to l in  his ho ls ter. A  Negro, 
P riva te  Joseph Gray, who had 
been engaged In a how ling  game, 
observed th is , and he snatched 
a t the ho lster to prevent the M.P. 
from  using the gun. He d id  no t 
get the gun. and he turned and 
ran ou t o f the bu ild iug . (The 
stories in  the c a p iita lis t press a ll 
fa iled to te ll w hy  G ray reached 
fo r tho ho ls ter; none o f them 
m entioned th a t the M.P. was 
.reaching fo r  his gun).

Hayboe was jo ined by another 
M.P. named S trouth , and they 
rushed out a fte r G ray and fired 
a t h im . G ray halted and started 
back.

M a jo r Aage W old ike, post pub­
lic  re la tions officer, declares th a t 
the M.P.’s shots then “ brought 
fo rth  a fus ilade o f shots from  the 
barracks across the road,”  w h ich 

(Continued on page 2)
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How Can Hitler’s 
German Soldiers Be Broken?

AFL Heads Help Company 
Union To Fight The CIO

f

Says Program 
Of ‘Militant’ Is 
Not Practical
A Sailor Describes 
The Attitude of 
German Prisoners

A Revolut ionary Policy 
Can Win Soldiers

A  L e tte r to  
T H E  M IL IT A N T

In  an ed ito ria l, “ W hy Gentians 
A re  N o t S urrendering ,”  in  the 
M arch 7th issue, you say th a t to 
class German soldiers as fa n a t­
ica l Nazis is to  id e n tify  the peo­
ple w ith  H it le r ’s c lique. You say 
th a t the Red A rm y  has bu t to 
propagandize the German soldiers 
w ith  promises o f a “ S ocia lis t • 
U n ited  Statos o f Europe”  and 
these soldiers would not on ly  s u r­
render but jo in  the Red A rm y  fo r  
th a t purpose. I ’m a fra id  you ’re 
a ll wet. I  w ish you were not.

I  have ju s t  re turned fro m  the 
Red Sea. W h ile  there I  paid a 
v is it  to Cairo (no t fa r  fro m  P ort 
Suez). Here I  had an opportu ­
n ity  to see these much publicized 
German soldiers being led th ru  
the streets as prisoners o f w ar. 
T h e ir on ly  answer to onlookers 
was a sneer. T h e ir a tt itu d e  to ­
ward B r it is h  soldier's was one o f 
contem pt —  the contem pt th a t 
one who considers h im se lf su­
pe rio r to othei-s m ig h t show.

L a te r, I  ta lked w ith  B r it is h  
soldiers, ask ing them  about the 
m ora le  and a ttitu d e  c/f German 
prisoner's. They to ld  me th a t 
these fe llow s refuse to w o rk  in  
prison camps (they  would be paid 1 
if  they d id ). They ra re  y , i f  ever, I 
ta lk  to anyone bu t fe llo w  prison - | 
ers. B ut w hat is m ost im p o rta n t i
—  to- me, a t least —  is the fa c t | 
th a t the longer they a re  im p ris ­
oned, the more sullen th e y  be­
come. The Nazi salute to B r it is h  
and colon ia l troops is a popu lar 
fo rm  o f insu lt. T h is  should prove 
th e ir m orale.

A T T IT U D E  TO H IT L E R
W e have to  rem em ber th a t 

H i t le r ’s w a r p rogram  p u t Ger- ■ 
man cap ita lism  on its  fee t. Jobs 
were everywhere a f te r  his ap- j 
po in tm ent. German in d u s try  soon 
gave the people a much h igher 
standard o f l iv in g  than they had 
known. A nd jobs and a be tte r l i v ­
ing  are the best m orale bu ilders 
everywhere. And le t ’s adm it th a t 
the German w orkers looked to  I 
A d o lf H it le r  as the d irec t cause I 
o f a ll th is . W a r and easy v ic to ­
ries soon pu t h im  on a level w ith  
C h ris t in  the  m inds o f everyone
— fa rm ers  and worker's a like.

So in the face o f a’ l th is  le t
us not t r y  to- foo l ourselves th a t 
a mass o f pam phlets, p rom is ing 
a “ Socia lis t U n ited  States o f Eu 
rope,”  can ever change the op in­
ions o f m illio ns  o f soldiers —  
who do no t care, much less rea l 
ize o r understand, w ha t a Europe

By A N T H O N Y  M A S S IN I 
W illiam  J. Burns' letter, and 

the editorial his letter refers to, 
are concerned with an import? 
ant problem — the relationship 
of the soldiers in the German 
army to the Soviet Union. But 
this itself is only one part of 
a far more crucial question: 
how can the Soviet U n ion  be 
saved and H itle r is m  defeated?

This question becomes more 
and more u rg en t w ith  the f irs t  
m e lting  o f the snow in  the So­
v ie t U nion. I f  the w orkers state 
is to  be able to  res is t the  o ffe n ­
sive fo r  which H it le r  has been 
p ilin g  up reserves th roughou t 
Europe a ll w in te r, i t  requires 
substan tia l outside aid. As 
B ro th e r Burns says, the  Soviet 
Union “ has n o t the arm s to  hold 
o f f  much longer.”

I t  w ould be foo lha rdy  to  de­
pend fo r  such aid on w h a t the 
U n ited  States and B r ita in  can 
and w i l l  send; w h a t they have 
delivered thus fa r  is a mere drop 
in the bucket, and w ha t they 
have prom ised does no t equal the 
am ount o f supplies and equip­
m ent lost in  the f i r s t  week a fte r  
the German invasion o f Soviet 
te r r ito ry  la s t June.

T H E  M IL IT A N T  and the T ro t­
sky is ts  contend th a t the outside 
aid which w i l save the Soviet 
U n ion can come on ly  fro m  the 
masses o f Europe and especially 
o f G erm any. W e do no t pretend 
th a t a rousing these masses to re ­
vo lu tio na ry  action w i l l  be an easy 
task: but, d if f ic u lt  though i t  m ay 
be, there is no o th e r way. 

B ro th e r Burns ev iden tly  does

o f th is  k ind  could mean to  them. 
The German people and soldiers 
w i l l  have to  undergo a lo t o f 
s u ffe r in g  before they w i l l  lis ten  
to  any propaganda whatsoever. 
A nd w h ile  we’re w a it in g  fo r  th is  
change to come about, w h a t o f 
Russia? She c e rta in ly  has no, 
the arm s to hold o f f  much lo n g ­
e r! . j

A l l  o f th is  convinces me th a t 
the degenerate Com m unist P a rty , 
in its  endeavor to- create a sec­
ond f ro n t  in  Europe, has the on ly 
p rac tica l so lu tion tow ards he lp j 
m g Russia; i t  is  a lo t more prac- , 
tiea l then pamph ets. The fa c t | 
th a t the U n ited  States is in  the 
w a r and th a t there seems to  be 
no labor opposition. . . seems to 
me a ll the more reason fo r  the, 
“ Second F ro n t”  idea. One o f you • 
dearly  loved sports is to quot° 
Lenin. One o f these quotes is tha t 
Lenin once said th a t a ll wars are 
im p e ria lis t in  character and that 
w orkers everywhere shoud  damn 
them . A nd I  agree. B u t le t  us 
rem em ber th a t Len in  was not 
speaking o f a w a r in  which a 
Socia lis t na tion was under a ttack 

S incerely,
W IL L IA M  J. BU R N S, 

Sailors U n ion o f the 
P ac ific , N . Y . C.

no t disagree w ith  as when we say 
tha t H it le r ’s d rive  aga inst the 
Soviet U n ion could be smashed i i  
the European masses and the 
German w orkers  and soldiers 
were aroused to revo lu tiona ry  ac­
tion , i f  they would s tr ik e  H it le r  
in the rear, d is in teg ra te  his a r ­
m y fro m  w ith in , etc. The ques­
tion  w h ich he argues is how can 
they be aroused —  m ore( p a r t i­
cu la rly , how can the German w a r 
machine be cracked and the G er­
man soldiers set in to  m otion 
against the N azi d ic ta to rsh ip  
wh ich they now appear to e ither 
accept o r support?

V\’e have never cla im ed, con­
tra ry  to B ro th e r B urns ’ errone­
ous assertion, th a t th is  can be 
accomplished by “ a mass o’ 
pam ph'ets p rom is ing  a Socia list 
U n ited  States o f Europe.”  W hut 
is involved here is not a question 
o f pam phlets, bu t o f a program , 
c-f a perspective to  ho ld up be­
fo re  the German masses.

H IT L E R ’S PO W ER
B ro th e r B um s rem inds us th a t 
H it le r  has a pow erfu l hold on the 
masses. T h is  is true , bu t n o t fo r  
the  reasons B um s gives. The 
advanced w o rke is  in Germ any —  
and the re  were 18,000,000 votes 
cast fo r  the Socia list and Com ­
m un is t P arties before H it le r  
came to power —  do no t thank 
H it le r  fo r  the jobs they have. 
N o r do they now have “ a much 
h igher standard o f l iv in g  than 
they had known.”  On the con tra ­
ry , the conditions o f the masses 
ere worse on the whole than they 
ever w ere; i t  was on ly  by smash­
ing  the trade unions and low ering  
the liv in g  standards o f the w ork  
ers th a t H it le r  was able to  “ pu t 
German cap ita lism  on Us fee t,’ ’ 
th a t is, p u t i t  in  a position to  
compete w ith  o the r cap ita lis t 
countries. N o r did “ w a r and easy 
\  ic to ries ”  change the conditions 
< f  the masses; instead, they m ust 
have made conditions even worse

No, the hold th a t I l i t 'e r  has 
over the German people does no+ 
arise fro m  th e ir  g ra titu d e  fo r  
N az i oppression; i t  arises fro m  
th e ir  fe a r o f w h a t w i l l  ha pp e i 
to them  i f  G erm any loses the 
w ar.

V E R S A IL L E S  M E M O R IE S
M ost o f the G erm an soldiers 

m ay s t i l l  be young men, bu t —  
as w ith  the e lder generations —  
ingra ined deep in th e ir  conscious­
ness is the m em ory o f w h a t hap­
pened to Germ any in  the ast w ar. 
The V ersa illes T re a ty  s tripped 
G erm any o f its  resources, its  
trade and chance to  recuperate 
fro m  the w ar. C h ild ren starved 
fo r  lack o f m ilk , w orkers were 
unable to  f in d  w o rk , in fla t io n  
w iped ou t the sm all businesses, 
demora iza tion  swept the mass­
es. H it le r  was able to find  mass 
support fo r  his polic ies because 
he claimed th a t he would do away 
w ith  the res tr ic tio ns  o f the V e r­
sailles T re a ty  and b r in g  Germ any

Tw o pam phlets th a t deal concretely w ith  present 
day problems o f the w ar, the s trugg le  aga inst 
H itle r is m , trade  un ion democracy, etc., in  a language 
so sim ple and clear every w o rke r w i l l  im m edia te ly  
grasp and understand the fundam enta l M a rx is t 
ideas. . .

JU S T  O U T
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The official court record of his final speech for the 
defense in the Minneapolis “ Sedition” tria l

1 0 0  Page P am ph le t . . . O n ly  10  C en ts !

A L R E A D Y  A  F A V O R IT E

SOCIALISM ON TRIAL
by James P. Cannon

The official court record of his testimony in the 
famous Minneapolis “ Sedition” tria l, with an intro­
duction by Felix Morrow.

1 1 6  Page P am ph le t . . . O n ly  1 0  C ents !

Order from;

PIONEER PUBLISHERS 116 UNIVERSITY PLACE
NEW YORK

back to its  “ plgce in the sun.”  
Once he was in  power, his de­
s truc tion  o f the people’s demo­
c ra tic  r ig h ts  prevented them from  
doing an y th in g  about the be tray­
al o f m any o f the “ rad ica l”  p rom ­
ises he had made to them.

F rom  the ve ry  beg inn ing o f 
the w a r, H it le r ' and Goebbels 
have seized every op p o rtu n ity  to 
rem ind the Germán people th a t i f  
B r ita in  and its  a llies w in  the 
war, Germ any w i l l  be faced w it! 
another V ersa illes T rea ty . Whei 
ra tions w e re -cu t, Goebbes open 
ly  adm itted  th a t the people were 
su ffe rin g , bu t he added th a t i f  
the  w a r was lost, there w ou ldn ’i 
be any ra tio ns  to cut. W hen the 
go ing g o t harder, when the Soviet 
Union was invaded, th is  became 
the ch ie f po in t o f ag ita tio n  o f the 
N azi propaganda machine.

HOW HITLER IS AIDED
A t  the same tim e, B r ita in  re ­

fused to  d iffe re n tia te  between 
the Nazi ru lin g  machine and the 
masses oppressed by th a t ma 
chine. I t  refused to state its  w ar 
aims, i t  refused to  s ta te  w h a t it 
would do to a defeated Germ any 
A ll th is  was g r is t  to  the Nazi 
m ill.

Then came the A tla n tic  C har­
te r, which paid a l i t t le  lip -se rv ic i 
to the question o f a ju s t peace 
bu t w h ich stated in unm istakable 
term s th a t G erm any would be dis­
armed and subjugated by the vie 
lo rious  nations. Goebbels was 
able to dispose o f the lip -se rv ic  
by rem ind ing  the people th a t th is 
was no t the f irs t  tim e  they hac 
been g iven prom ises; he recalled 
th a t W ilson in  the f irs t  w a r har 
made a ll k inds o f nico-soundinp 
promises, about a peace w ith ou ' 
revenge, etc., and had broken ali 
o f them. The A t'a n tic  C harter 
was undoubtedly w o rth  ten d iv i­
sions to H itle r .

I t  is no t hard to  estim ate the 
e ffe c t o f th is  on the German peo­
ple. They hate H itle r is m , but 
they also- hate the fo re ign  cap­
ita lis ts  who w il l  t r y  to  make 
them pay the costs o f th e ir  w a r 
O ve rth row ing  H it le r  w i l  be a 
tremendous task, I t  w i l l  mean 
s u ffe r in g  and death fo r  many. 
One does no t l ig h t ly  undertake 
such a task unless one feels there 
is a chance fo r  success and im ­
provem ent o f conditions. “ I f  we 
go- th rough  a ll th a t,”  the peop’e 
feel, “ i f  we succeed in  ove rth row ­
in g  the Nazis and estab lish ing 
ou r own w o rke rs ’ governm ent, 
w h a t w i l l  happen to  us? D idn ’t 
we ove rth row  the K a iser in  the  | 
las t w a r and establish a dem ocra -1 
t ic  republic, on y  to have the A l­
lies tre a t the whole na tion  as | 
though i t  were responsible fo r  
the w a r?  W on’t  they do tho same 
th in g  again in th is  w a r?  W on’t 
they t r y  to make us pay fo r  H i t ­
le r ’s crim es? W on’t  they s t i l l  t r y  
to impose another Versa illes on 
us?”

As ;ong as the German people 
fe a r th is , H it le r  w i l l  be able to 
do w ha t he wants w ith  German 
resources and manpower,

S T A L IN ’S P O LIC Y
I t  is in  the l ig h t  o f these facts 

th a t S ta lin ’s policies in the w a r 
can m ost easily be understood fo r  
the betrayals they are. The S ta­
lin is t  bureaucracy has no t dared 
to take a s ing le  e ffec tive  step 
to  arouse the German soldiers 
and w orkers aga inst H it le r .  In  
re tu rn  fo r  the tr ic k le  o f aid he 
receives fro m  the “ democracies” , 
S ta lin  endorses the  A tla n tic  
C harte r w h ich to  the German peo­
ple is synonymous w ith  the V e r­
sailles T rea ty . T rue, in  his order 
o f the day on the tw e n ty -fo u rth  
ann iversary  o f the found ing  o f 
the Red A rm y , he declared th a t 
“ i t  would be rid icu lous to  id e n ti­
f y  H it le r ’s clique w ith  the Ger­
man people and the German 
s ta te .”  B u t th is  is ju s t  verbiage, 
isolated fro m  the general course 
o f his w a r po lic ies; i t  is c e rta in ly  
com p 'o te ly  negated by his sup­
p o rt o f the A tla n tic  C harter. S ta­
lin  iden tifies  the s trugg le  o f the 
German people w ith  the w a r o f 
B r ita in , confusing in  the eyes o f 
the German masses the d iffe re n ­
ces between the Soviet U n ion as a 
w orkers  s tate f ig h t in g  to p re­
serve the conquests o f the Octo­
ber Revolu tion and B r ita in  as a 
c a p ita lis t state f ig h t in g  to  p re ­
serve the E m pire  and the r ig h t  
o f B r it is h  im peria lism  to  exp lo it 
the colonies.

In  short, S ta 'in ism  o ffe rs  no 
perspective to the German sol­
diers capable o f a rousing them  
to make sacrifices fo r  the over­
th ro w  o f H itle r . In  re tu rn  fo r  the 
hope o f a second f ro n t  to  be 
opened by the im p e ria lis ts  —  con­
cerned no t w ith  saving the w o rk ­
ers’ state bu t w ith  w inn ing  the 
w a r so th a t th e ir  brand o f impe- 

i r ia lis m  can ru le  the  w o rld  —  
S ta lin  th row s aw ay the possib ili- 
tv  o f c rea ting  a second f ro n t  in 
H it 'e r ’s rea r th rou gh  the G er­
man and European revo lu tions 
w h ich w ould save the Soviet 

j U n ion and sweep away the whole 
system o f cap ita lism  w hich as 
long as i t  continues w i l l  a lways

threa ten the existence o f the 
USSR.

A P R A C T IC A L  P O LIC Y
Some people —  B ro th e r Burns 

seems to  hold th is  v iew  —- d is­
miss th is  re vo lu tio a ry  pel'spec- 
tive  as u top ian and im p ractica l. 
They com plete ly overlook the les­
sons o f the past, o f the e a rly  days 
o f the  Soviet U nion. In  those 
days, 1918-20, the Soviet U n ion, 
ju s t o rg an iz in g  the Red A rm y , 
had to face invad ing arm ies of 
B r ita in , France, Japan, U n ited 
States and others, in  add ition  to 
the coun te r-revo lu tiona ry  Russian 
forces. I f  a l l i t  had had to  re ly  
on then was m a te ria l aid fro m  
c a p ita lis t countries, i t  w ould sure­
ly  have been defeated.

B u t Lenin and T ro ts k y  knew 
th a t the Soviet Un ion had rea l 
a llies —  they appealed fo r  aid 
from  the masses in  the very  same 
ca p ita lis t countries th a t had sent 
arm ies aga ins t the w orkers state, 
they sought the support o f the 
soldiers in  those arm ies.

A nd they received th is  support. 
The m ora le o f the arm ies o f in ­
te rven tion  was underm ined, the 
masses in  B rtta in  and France 
forced the w ith d ra w a l o f the a r ­
mies, and the Soviet U n ion was 
saved. The Le n in is t po licy o f 
class s trugg le  proved fa r  more 
“ p ra c tica l”  in  those days than the 
S ta lin is t po licy  has proved in th is  
w ar.

The same po licy today would 
break H it 'e r ’s hold on the German 
soldiers. I t  would extend a hand 
o f s o lid a rity  to  the German w o rk ­
ers and sold iers; i t  would p rom ­
ise support to  them  aga inst the 
establishm ent o f a new V e rsa il­
les; i t  would o f fe r  assistance to 
them in ove rth row ing  H itle r is m ; 
and i t  would pledge collaboi-ation 
to them in the b u ild in g  o f a So­
c ia lis t Germ any.

The German soldiers would see 
a w ay ou t o f the w ar, th e ir  fe a r 
o f a German de feat by the Soviet 
Un ion would disappear. The So- 
c ia 'is t U n ited  States o f Europe 
would be n o t a mere slogan to 
them, bu t a program  fo r  th e ir  
own em ancipation.

PR ISO N ER S’ A T T IT U D E
B ro th e r Burns cites eye-w it-1 

ness evidence about the a ttitu d e  ' 
o f German prisoners in Cairo, 
which by and la rge  probably holds ; 
true  o f German prisoners every­
where. B u t w hat he describes can 
be considered on ly  as additiona l 
evidence o f the in a b ility  o f 
C h urch ill —  and S ta lin  fo llo w in g  
behind C h u rch ill —  to  drive  a 
wedge between H it le r  and the 
German soldiers. The German 
soldiers are hostile  to1 the B r i t ­
ish, they refuse to w o rk  in  the 
prison-cam ps even though they 
would be paid fo r  it ,  etc. W hat 
does th is  a ll mean bu t th a t tho 
German soldiers are s ti 1 convinc­
ed th a t a German defeat -would 
b ring  them on ly  new s u ffe rin g ?

Burns says, “ The German peo­
ple and soldiers w i l l  have to  un­
dergo a lo t o f s u ffe r in g  before 
they w ill lis ten  to  any propagan­
da whatsoever.”  To say th is  is to 
overlook the fa c t th a t they a l­
ready have undergone a lo t  o f 
s u ffe r in g  under H itle r .  W ha t is 
more im p o rta n t i t  is no argum ent 
a t a ll aga inst the use o f propa­
ganda w'hich proved e ffec tive  In 
1918 and which has never been 
u tilized  in  th is  w a r even by the 
Soviet U nion.

L E N IN IS M  IS 
NO T O U T D A T E D

Burns concludes his le tte r  by 
re jec tin g  the teachings o f Len in ­
ism on w a r as outdated as w e ll 
as im p rac tica l. I t  would have 
been fa r  w iser fo r  h im  to  fa m i­
lia rize  h im se lf w ith  those teach­
ings before m ak ing  such p ro ­
nouncements on them.

Lenin never said th a t a ll wars 
are im p e ria lis t in  character, and 
ne ithe r do we. We d iffe re n tia te , 
fo r  exam ple, between the w a r o f 
B r ita in  as a c a p ita lis t s tate in 
the epoch o f im peria lism  and the 
w a r o f China as a sem i-colonial 
coun try  f ig h t in g  fo r  its  freedom 
fro m  im peria lism . Le n in ’s a t t i ­
tude tow ard  im p e ria lis t wars was 
fo rm u la ted  before the Soviet 
U n ion was founded; bu t the 
foundation  o f a w orkers s tate —  
and the p a rtic ip a tio n  o f a w o rk ­
ers state in a w a r  —  does no t 
in any w ay a lte r  the character 
o r ro le o r weaknesses o f ca p ita l­
is t states a t w a r.

The s tra teg y  and tac tics  o f 
Lenin and the Bolsheviks fo r  de­
fend ing  a w orkers s tate against 
im p e r ia lis t a ttack , however, were 
worked ou t a fte r  the foundation 
o f the USSR. N e ith e r the course 
o f the w ar, no r the d is to rtions o f 
Lenin ism  by the S ta lin is ts , nor 
the argum ents o f B ro th e r Burns 
g ive any reason fo r  abandoning 
o r a lte r in g  th a t s tra te g y  and 
those tactics which proved com­
p le te ly  p ra c tica l and successful 
in action.

The E d ito r.

AFL Charter Is Given to Curtiss-Wright 
Stooges After NLRB Denies It Recognition

BUFFALO. N. V. — The 
AFL national officialdom has 
leaped to the aid of the open- 
shop Curtiss-Wright Corpora­
tion, which has been conducting 
a bitter 20-months war against 
the organization of the work­
ers in its giant aircraft plant 
here in to  thé U n ited  Autom obile , 
A ir c ra f t  and A g r ic u ltu ra l Im p le ­
m ent W orkers, CIO.

Im m edia te ly  a l le r  a recent de­
cision of the N ational Labor Re­
la tions Board o rd e rin g  the com­
pany to cease to recognize the 
company union known as The 
A irc ra ft,  Kriegbaum , bead of the 
company union, announced tha t 
The A ii-c ra ft was go ing  to  “ em­
erge under the A F L  aegis." He 
announced that the Curtlss- 
W rlgh t workers were being urged 
to jo in  the A F L  “ w ith  the bless­
ings o f the independent’s (eom- 

! pany un ion) o ffice rs”  and tha t 
the local A F L  C entra l Labor 
U n ion was su p po rting  the move.

S ho rtly  thereafter, the UAW - 
CIO local offic ia ls  tr iu m p h a n tly  
announced in  a leafle t, ca llin g  on 
The A irc ra ft  Members to jo in  
the CIO ranks, tha t W illia m  
Green. A F L  president, had an­
nounced tha t “ no federal charte r 
had been granted and no federal 
charter- w i l l  be granted”  in  the 
C urtiss B u ffa lo  p lant. The leaf­
let praised Green fo r his “ fine 
expression o f the sincere e ffo rts  
of the A F L  to aid Am erica 's war 
e ffo rt by preven ting  any ju r is ­
d ic tiona l struggles.”

G REEN C H A N G E S  M IN D
Tho praise turned sour In short 

order. On A p r il 1, the announce­
ment came on* of the A F L  na­
tion a l headquarters In W ashing­
ton —  a fte r an all-day conference 
between Green, A F L  Secretary 
George Meany and President H a r­
vey B row n of the A F L ’s In te rn a ­
tiona l Association of M achin ists 
w ith  local B uffa lo  A F L  leaders 
and the company union heads — 
tha t the A F L  w ill issue an TAM 
charte r and s ta rt an organ iz ing 
drive  in  Curtiss here.

I t  is clear th a t the company

management is assisting th is  ef­
fo r t of its  company unlou stooges 
and the A F L  leaders to prevent 
the C u rtlss -W rlgh t workers from  
jo in in g  a genuine in d u s tr ia l un­
ion. A F L  recru itm en t Is being 
carried on openly in  the p lan t 
w h ile  a ll CIO organ iza tiona l ac­
t iv i t y  is proh ib ited . Through Its 
power to arrange d ra ft deferments 
fo r "necessary" men, the company 
Is fu r th e r able to d iscrim ina te  
against CIO m ilita n ts  and a t­
tempt to In tim ida te  the workers 
Into a new company-dominated 
set-up under the “ A F L  aegis.”

M U S T DO M O R E  T H A N  
F IL E  N L R B  C O M P L A IN T

The UAW-CIO has made sub­
s tan tia l headway in  the p lant, 
c la im ing  at least 50 per cent of

tho workers, despite the fact tha t 
the union leadership has fa iled  
to put fo rw ard  a clear-cut p ro­
gram o f un ion demands and ca rry  
on an aggressive organ iz ing  drive. 
Too much re liance was placed on 
a favorable N LR B  decision to ac­
com plish the C IO ’s organ iz ing  
task.

T h is  task has been complicated 
now by the a c tiv itie s  of the A F L , 
and the un ion leaders are once 
more, seeking to  ge t the N L R B  to 
help them through f ilin g  a com­
p la in t against the company’s aid 
to the A F L . B u t lik e  the pre­
vious appeal, a com p la in t by i t ­
self w i l l  not organize the w o rk ­
ers. who w ill respond on ly  to a 
program  w h ich meets th e ir  de­
mands fo r be lte r conditions and 
an aggressive organ iz ing  po licy 
to show tha t the CIO w i l l  rea lly  
figh t to w in  the w orkers ’ de­
mands.

Wage Scales Cut By Auto 
Bosses In The New Plants

CHICAGO. 111. —  The drive 
of Local 6, United Automobile 
Workers to organize the Buick 
Aviation Engine Plant in Chi­
cago is going ahead fu ll speed 
In spite of the fact that one of 
the reasons General Motors 
built their plant in the Chicago 
area was to get cheap labor and 
to ge t away from  the strong CIO 
movement in  M ich igan and 'Wis­
consin, the men In Chicago are 
flock ing  in to  the union every day. 
Together w ith  th e ir  more experi­
enced brothers from  W isconsin 
and M ich igan, the Chicago men 
have organizer! B uick to the po in t 
where the un ion estimates th a t It 
w il l have an SO to 85% m a jo rity  
In the com ing N atioua l Labor 
Relations Board elections.

The local filed a pe tition , to 
which General Motors consented, 
fo r an election in the A v ia tion  
Engine P lant of B u ick and the 
date fo r  the election is set fo r 
some tim e in A p ril. Four o r five 
A F L  M aclith ls t locals o r ig in a lly  
sought to contest the election,

j but they soon w ithd rew  because 
they could make no headway a- 
gaiust the CIO. M ach in is t Local 
113 is s t i l l  ask ing fo r barga in­
in g  rig h ts  fo r  the tool room only, 
hut there is no question that, the 
UAW  w ill get ba rga in ing  rig h ts  
fo r  the whole p lant.

The union men from  M ich igan 
and W isconsin who have come to 
Chicago have trem endously help­
ed the organ ization d rive  by con­
cre te ly  p o in ting  out to the new 
union men. the g la r in g  d ifference 
in wage rates between the strong­
ly  organized p lan ts in M ichigan 
and W isconsin and the rates paid 
here. F o r example, a d r i l l  press 
operator in  the engine p lan t at 
Ford receives $1.37 an hour w h ile 
at B u ick the same operator re 
celves 90c.

The m ilita n c y  o f the newer Chi­
cago men has in  tu rn  g ra tified  the 
seasoned M ich igan  and W isconsin 
un ionists. The Chicago men have 
not on ly solidarized themselves 
.w ith  t l ie lr  o lder brothers hu t in  
many instances, have taken the 
in it ia t iv e  in  the organ ization 
drive.

Negro Soldiers Killed In 
Jersey, Arkansas, Texas

Join the Socialist 
Workers Party

(Continued from  page 1) I
was occupied by a number of Ne­
gro soldiers who. i f  th is  Is true, 
m ust have had th e ir  r if le s  very 
handy and must have been tn | 
possession o f am m unition  against 
regulations. The New York  Times 
A p r il 4 report of the a ffa ir  Is 
th a t one of these soldier, P riva te  
Isaac W. Brown, shot and k ille d  
S trou th , -whereupon B row n was 
shot down by Hayhoe.

W H Y  W E R E  T H E  
S O LD IE R S  A R M E D ?

A gun figh t followed, in  which 
the ca p ita lis t press estimates 
“ fo r ty  Negro soldiers ille g a lly  
arm ed" partic ipated. A t least 50 
shots were fired. When the fight 
was fin a lly  stopped, five o ther Ne­
groes were found wounded and 
taken to the hôp ita l, and the Ne­
gro reg im ent stationed near the 
Sports Palace was confined to Its 
reg im enta l area.

W old lke  announced th a t “ a pre­
lim in a ry  investiga tion  indicated 
a ll of the dead and In ju red were 
s truck  by .30 ca libe r r i f le  bullets. 
M il ita ry  police are equipped w ith  
.45 ca libe r p isto ls.”  B u t i f  th is  
is an attem pt to whitewash the 
M.P.'s, the au tho rities  w i l l  have 
to exp la in  how I t  is tha t eyew it­
nesses are supposed to have seen 
the M.P. Hayhoe shoot the Negro 
so ld ier Brown. D id he perhaps 
shoot h im  w ith  Brow n's own .30 
ca liber r ifle ?  Such a tale would 
be going too far. even fo r the 
whitewash business.

B ut even more im portan t, the 
au tho rities  w i l l  have to t r y  to ex­
p la in  why i t  is  tha t an estimated 
fo rty  Negro soldiers were armed, 
and w hy they opened fire  Im m e­
d ia te ly  a fte r tho M.P.’s fired, and 
w hy the am m un ition  they were 
not supposed to have was already 
loaded In to  th e ir  r if le s  where 
any rou tine  inspection would 
have revealed it .

Soldiers are not in  t ile  habit 
of a rm ing  themselves in  such 
large numbers against orders —  
fo r w h ich they could be s trong ly  
punished —  unless they have a 
very good reason, unless they feel 
tha t they have to protect them ­
selves from  som ething th a t is 
th rea ten ing them.

(P M  o f A p r il 5 reports tha t 
“ anti-Negro fee ling had been del­
ibera te ly  whipped up at tim es" 
and “ there have b°en frequent 
fis t figh ts  between the w h ite  and 
N egro  troops, p a r tic u la r ly  the 
Southern soldiers.” )

I f  the boards o f in q u iry  a t 
F o r t D ix  re a lly  w an t to  know 
w h a t caused the gun ba ttle , le t

them fin d  ou t why these sold iers | 
fe lt  i t  necessary to  arm  them-1 
selves. I f  they overlook th is  as­
pect o f the question, then i t  can 
be taken fo r  granted th a t no th ing  
fundam enta l w i l l  be done to  p re­
vent s im ila r tragedies o f th is  na­
ture .

P L A IN  A N D  B R U T A L  
M U R D E R

The L it t le  Rock case is sim pler, 
and an even m ore v ic ious ex­
ample of b ru ta lity  against Negro 
soldiers. A Negro so ld ier In the 
Negro section of the c ity  was ac­
cused of being d runk. W h ite  po l­
icemen came along and began to 
beat h im  up.

Sergeant Thomas P. Foster of 
Company D. 92nd Engineers at 
Camp Robinson, A rk ., inqu ired  of 
the police why they did  no t tu rn  
h im  over to the M il ita ry  Police, 
who are supposed to have ju r is ­
d ic tion  over a ll soldiers accused 
of m isconduct.

W h ite  M.P.'s s tanding by then 
attacked Foster. He tr ie d  to res­
is t  b u t was outnum bered and 
beaten helpless on tho ground.

One o f the  w h ite  cops, named 
A. J. H ay o r Hayes, took ou t his 
gun. A  by-stander, W a lte r John­
son, pleaded w ith  him  no t to 
shoot. Hay fire d  fiv e  bu lle ts in to  
F oste r’s body; he died la te r th a t 
n igh t.

The a rm y then swept in to  ac­
tion . I t  rushed trucks  in to  town, 
and began round ing u p .—  a ll the 
Negro soldiers!

“ Sweeping investiga tions were 
ordered by m il ita ry  and c iv ilia n  
au thorities . A p re lim in a ry  report.

¡ Issued by the ch ie f o f police was 
an o u trig h t whitewash. The m il i­
ta ry  boards have been ordered to 
decide the fo llow ing  question: 
D id Foster die in  lin e  o f duty? 
A re  his parents en titled  to receive 
a pension?

“ F A IR  A N D  IM P A R T IA L ”
In  Houston, Texas, P riva te  

Tyree Jackson was fig h tin g  w ith  
another soldier. P riva te  F rank 
Covey, who was In charge of the 
two men, w o rk in g  near the F o rt 
Sam Houston prison, ordered 
them to ha lt. They d idn ’t. He 
fired h is gun, and Jackson fe ll 
dead.

Jackson was under confinement 
at the tim e, aw a itin g  t r ia l on 
three charges of v io la tions o f the 
A rtic les  o f W ar: disobeying a su­
pe rio r officer, being absent w ith ­
out leave and dam aging a govern­
m ent truck.

The post pub lic  re la tions officer 
has assured the press tha t Covey

w ill get “ a fa ir  and im p a rtia l 
t r ia l , "  and he has Invited Negro 
reporters to be present.

W hatever else happens a t the 
tr ia l,  one th in g  is sure: they w ill 
not t r y  to analyze the reason why 
Jackson was in ja i l ;  nor w i l l  they 
discuss the r ig h ts  and wrongs of 
the orders given sold iers guard­
ing  prisoners to be on the safe 
side and shoot when troub le 
arises; nor w i l l  they discuss the 
hundred and one subtle ways in  
w h ich  w h ite  soldiers are tra ined 
to look down on Negro soldiers 
as “ in fe r io r.”  Maybe i t  w i l l  be 
a t r ia l fa ir  and im p a rtia l to Co­
vey; bu t i t  w on 't be fa ir  and im ­
p a rtia l to Jackson.

The G eorgia s to ry  is shortest 
and s im p lest o f a ll. P riva te  Enoch 
E arle  made a bad m istake. He 
was seen ta lk in g  to  w h ite  so l­
diers on the  s treet. The w h ite  
cops who saw th is  d idn ’ t  lik e  it .  
So they beat h im  up. W h ite  M. 
P .’s did no th ing  to  stop it .  The 
on ly  unusual th in g  about th is  
s to ry  is  th a t i t  go t in to  the press 
a t a ll —  such incidents occur 
a ll the tim e.

“ A T  M Y  D IR E C T IO N ”
BO ASTS R O O S E V E LT

In  the face o f a ll th is , a le tte r 
from  President Roosevelt to the 
F ra te rna l Council o f  N e g r o  
Churches, released on A p r i l 5, 
takes on a most iro n ic  character. 
In  effect, Roosevelt in  th is  le tte r 
takes c re d it fo r  w h a t has been 
happening to the Negroes in  the 
armed forces:

“ A t  my d irec tion , the armed 
services have taken numerous 
steps to open opportun ities  fo r  
Negroes in the armed forces o f 
our country , and they are g iv in g  
active consideration to  o ther 
plans which w il l  increase th a t 
p a rtic ip a tio n .”

W hat these o ther plans m ay be, 
we do not know. B u t unless they 
provide fo r (lie  complete e lim in a ­
tion  of the present system of seg­
regation and d isc rim in a tio n  in  
the armed forces, they cannot 
prove satis fac to ry  to the Negro 
people or the labor movement.

W hat they want, i f  F o rt D ix  
tragedies are to be prevented 

| from  happening over and over 
again, is:

Dem ocratic r ig h ts  in the A rm y !
The abo lition  o f m il ita ry  Jim  

C ro w ism !

Subscribe to the 
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Negro Struggle
Bv A lbert Parker

Congressman Threatens 
Negro People

Last week in th is  column I  pointed ou t th a t 
the N egro people in the South w il l  no t au tom at­
ica lly  ge t the r ig h t, to vote w ith  the passage o f 
the Pepper b ill abo lish ing paym ent o f p o ll taxes 
fo r  federa l elections. I  predicted th a t even i f  the 
Pepper b i l l  were passed, the  reac tiona ry  ru lin g  
class in  the Soutli would t r y  to  u t iliz e  o the r 
legal means to prevent Negroes fro m  vo tin g , and 
th a t i f  i t  ran ou t o f iega l schemes, i t  would not 
hesitate to reso rt to violence, to the use o f lynch 
mobs and organized te r ro r is t  groups.

On p ra c tic a lly  the  same day th a t I  w ro te  to  
th is  e ffec t, a Southern po ll ta x e r speaking in  the 
House o f Representatives made a speech as 
though he was t ry in g  to prove e ve ry th in g  th a t 
I  had said.

The speech is en titled  "S top  N a gg ing  the 
South”  and i t  is rep rin ted  on Page A13O0 o f the 
Congressional Record o f M arch 26. The au tho r 
o f th is  n o t-a t-a li veiled th re a t aga inst the Negro 
people and th e ir  r ig h ts  is John E. Rankin , Rep­
resentative fro m  M iss iss ipp i. He says:

“ C erta in  rad ica ls in  the CIO, ce rta in  N egro  
ag ita to rs , and a few  w h ite  demagogs (a re ) go­
in g  before the Jud ic ia ry  Com m ittee o f the Senate 
and t r y in g  to s t ir  up race troub le  th roughou t the 
Southern States by a tta ck in g  ou r e lection laws.

"W e are g e ttin g  a long p re tty  w e ll w ith  the 
Negroes in  the South, and w i l l  continue to  do 
so i f  these ag ita to rs  w i l l  leave us alone. The 
Negroes know  th e ir  places and we know  ours. 
A n y  man who goes around now and d ire c tly  o r 
in d ire c tly  tr ies  to  create race troub le  is s im p ly  
a id in g  and abe tting  the enemies o f our country . 
The good Negroes o f the South know  they  w i l l  
be protected when any troub le  arises and the 
bad ones know they w ill be looked a fte r. . .

“ I f  they  (the so-called rad ica ls in  the  CIO., etc.) 
could ge t con tro l o f the South, the ho rro rs  o f 
reconstruction would seem lik e  a Sunday-school 
picnic in  com parison. B u t they  w i l l  never get 
such con tro l. The w h ite  people o f the South are 
on the a le rt, and the be tte r elements o f the N e­
g ro  race refuse to  jo in  in  any such movement. 
They know i t  would s im p ly  mean the death o f 
thousands o f th e ir  own race. .

Do not make the m istake o f assum ing th a t th is  
is the ra n tin g  o f an irresponsib le in d iv idu a l, to 
be dismissed as a man who represents no one 
bu t h im se lf. No m istake could be g rea te r. R ankin 
is speaking fo r  the southern ru l in g  class, and the 
p ro o f o f i t  is th a t no t a s ingle one o f his Demo­
c ra tic  P a rty  bro thers fro m  the South rose to 
repud iate or disassociate h im se lf fro m  these re ­
m arks, no t even Pepper.

War for What?
Do you reca ll how a couple o f weeks ago p 

N egro in  P h ilade lph ia  was arrested and alm ost 
b rough t to t r ia l  fo r  “ sed ition”  because he said 
th a t th is  was a “ w h ite  m an’s w a r” ? W ell, lis ten  
to w hat, in  the course o f the speech m entioned 
above, R ankin had to  say about the w a r:

“ There are no m ore p a tr io t ic  people under the 
sh in ing  sun than the w h ite  people o f the South. 
They are bending every e f fo r t  to  a id  th e ir  coun­
t r y  in these perilous hours; th e ir  sons are in 
the service, thousands o f them  are a t the fro n t, 
many o f them are g iv in g  th e ir  lives, the la s t f u l l  
measure o f devotion, in o rder th a t our coun try  
m ay live , th a t our way o f li fe  and our sacred in ­
s titu tio n s  may be perpetuated, and th a t the w h ite  
man’s c iv iliza tio n  may no t perish from  the 
earth . .

*  *  *

The f irs t  Am erican N egro troops to be sent 
abroad in  th is  w a r have wound up in  A u s tra lia . 
A u s tra lia  is an a il-o u t J im  C row  coun try , where, 
Negroes are no t pe rm itted  to  come in tim e  of. 
peace. The cou n try ’s w a r m in is te r, F rancis  M. 
Forde, g a lla n tly  greeted them  as fo llow s : “ We 
look upon the N egro troops as p a r t o f the  U n ited  
States A rm y  and we would not be so presum p­
tuous as to  place any bar aga inst any fo rm  o f' 
assistance to  the defense o f th is  coun try .”  O live r 
H a rr in g to n  c leve rly  summed up the s itua tion  in  
a People’s Voice cartoon showing a N egro sol­
d ie r being greeted by an A u s tra lia n  o ffic ia l stand­
in g  in  f ro n t  o f a sign which reads, “ Colored 
persons no t allowed in A u s tra lia .”  The o ffic ia l 
is  saying to the N egro  so ld ie r; “ J o lly  g lad to  
see you, old boy. Jus t ignore these bloody signs 
around here —  fo r  the du ra tion .”  The fina l pay­
o f f  is  th a t the Negro troops are no t to be used 
fo r  com bat bu t on ly  as w ork-gangs to do the 
d ir ty  w ork.

* * »

L a s t week the N a tion a l Association fo r  the 
Advancem ent o f Colored People released a s to ry  
about W a lla  W a lla , W ashington, te ll in g  how the  
N egro  soldiers o f the 25th In fa n try  had been 
ordered by th e ir  o ffice rs  to s tay ou t o f 20 
pub lic  places in the tow n because the p ro p rie to rs  
o f these places did no t w a n t to  serve Negroes. 
T h is  week the N A A C P  Press Service carries a 
le tte r  fro m  one o f the W a lla  W a lla  soldiers, 
cha rg ing  th a t he knows the p ro p rie to rs  o f m any 
o f these places did no t ask th a t Negroes be b a r­
red, th a t on the c o n tra ry  they are qu ite  w illin g  
to  serve Negroes on the same basis as anyone 
else. The le tte r  declares th a t these J im  Crow  
regu la tions were ins tiga ted  w h o lly  on the in i­
t ia t iv e  o f the a rm y  officers themselves.

Recently, the press carried  stories about how 
the Japanese in the P h ilipp ines had ordered the 
people to surrender th e ir  na tive  weapons. Th is 
was w-idely in te rp re ted  as a sign o f the h o s til­
i t y  o f the natives to  the Japanese. N ow  comes 
a s to ry  fro m  Johannesburg, South A fr ic a , th a t 
according to  a new proclam ation  issued by Cap­
ta in  Reitz, M in is te r o f N a tive  A f fa irs ,  the na­
tives  m ust g ive up th e ir  weapons, ba ttle  axes, 
bludgeons, axes, etc. W h a t does th a t s ig n ify ?

Standard Oil Bosses Lie

Local Proposes Contract 
For The Steel Industry

YOUNGSTOWN, O h i o  —
Reflecting the ra n k -a n d -file  

steel workers’ desire to defend 
their interests during the war 
and safeguard union standards 
and working conditions, a pro­
posed model contract has been 
adopted for the consideration 
o f the Steel W orkers O rgan iz ing  ' Per hour and provides tha t there

1 sha ll be "no incentives, bonuses.Committee. CIO, by t lie Ohio 
W ork? Local 1330 of the Carnegie- 
I ll in o is  Steel Corporation, chief 
U. S. Steel subsid iary. The local 
is  c irc u la tin g  the con tract in  
p rin ted  fo rm  to the other SWOC 
locals and is u rg in g  its  adoption 
as a basis fo r  the fo rthcom ing  
B ig Steel negotiations.

Oustauding in  the model con­
tra c t is  a section p ro v id ing  fo r 
a r is in g  scale of wages to meet 
r is in g  prices. T h is  includes “ an 
autom atic increase in  the wages”  
every three months, the percent­
age of increase to be based on 
the am ount o f increased liv in g  
costs over the previous three 
m onths period, and to be determ ­
ined by the CIO’s own research 
departm ent.

T A X E S  IN C L U D E D
A p a rtic u la r ly  splendid feature 

of th is  section provides tha t “ any 
taxes th a t are added to the bur­
den o f the workers . . . sha ll be 
considered as a pa rt of the ris in g

(Continued Jrom paye I )  <?> 
brazen ly denies the ve ry  doeu 
m en ta ry  evidence from  its  own 
files w h ich conclusive ly prove its  
conspiracy and its  m onopoly m o­
tives.

Thus, fo r  tw o  days last week 
the Am erican people witnessed 
W . S. P a rish  and F rank  How ­
ard, president and vice-president 
respective ly  o f  the $2,000,000,000 
S tandard O il Co. o f New Jersey, 
a rro g a n tly  wave aside the gov­
e rnm en t’s docum entary evidence 
and b land ly deny every charge 
aga inst th e ir  corpora tion . They 
had the g a ll to  go so fa r  as to  
in s is t th a t the S tandard-N azi 
deal was to the “ in te res ts  o f the 
U n ited  States.”

P rin c ip a lly , th e ir  s ta tem ent de­
clared th a t the re  was no t “ a sha­
dow o f founda tion ”  to  the charge 
th a t S tandard had “  ‘delayed’ or 
‘re tarded ’ o r  ‘s t if le d ’ synthetic  
rubber in  th is  coun try .”  They 
ly in g ly  asserted th a t they had 
given “ fu l l  in fo rm a tio n ”  to  the 
governm ent agencies about b u ty l 
rubber, and were, in fa c t, “ a n x i­
ous”  to advance syn th e tic  rubber 
production.

I t  was b ro ug h t out, however, 
th a t in 1939 an o ffic ia l o f the 
N a vy ’s Bureau o f Construction 
and R epa ir had sought “ f i r s t ­
hand in fo rm a tio n  on the com­
pounding”  o f bu ty l rubber, ac­
cord ing to  a le tte r  fro m  Stand­
a rd ’s files. T h is  le tte r, fro m  a 
S tandard employe to  the S tand­
ard o ffic ia ls , goes on to  state 
th a t: “ You (S tandard o ffic ia ls ) 
w i l l  reca ll th a t I  took up th is  
question w ith  you before h is a r ­
r iv a l. A s agreed upon I  took M r. 
W erke th in  over to  see the K  
p la n t when i t  appeared t l ia t  1

could not ve ry  w e ll steer his in ­
terest away from  the process. 
However, I  am qu ite ce rta in  th a t 
he le f t  w ith  no p ic tu re  o f the 
operation. ,

- F a ris li and H ow ard tr ie d  to  
make i t  appear th a t they had 
sought to in te rest the govern­
m ent in the'- German buna rubber 
process; but i t  tu rned  out, ac­
cord ing to  S tandard ’s own docu­
ments th a t Standard had no 
knowledge o f th is  process and 
had not received in fo rm a tio n  on 
i t  fo r  e ig h t years.

On th is  po in t, a fte r  F arish  had 
read in to  the records th a t “ the 
on ly  t i l in g  I. G. Farhen industrie  
was w ith h o ld in g  was the de ta il ( if 
its  governm ent-sponsored p ro ­
gram  fo r  producing Buna ru b ­
ber,”  lie was forced to  hand to 
the press a revised version ex­
clud ing th is  assertion and adm it 
t in g  th a t as I. G. fe ll “ more and 
more under the con tro l o f the 
German G overnm ent there was 
an apparent reluctance to  re ­
spond to fu r th e r  request fo r  In ­
fo rm a tio n .”  T h a t “ re luctance” , 
however, did no t app ly  to S tand­
ard its e lf  which in  1938 turned 
over its  b u ty l rubber process to 
I  G.

F a rish  and How ard sought to 
show th a t b u ty l lu b b e r was in 
an “ experim enta l”  stage and was 
too costly  fo r  la rge  scale produc­
tion . B u t, liei-e again, the docu­
m en ta ry  record fro m  S tandard ’s 
files  showed th a t Standard was 
prepared to  produce b u ty l rubber, 
w h ich i t  adm itted its e lf  to  be su­
pe rio r in m ost respects to  n a t­
u ra l rubber, fo r  6.6 cents a 
pound to a 14.4 cents cost fo r  the 
German buna rubber and the 21

cost of l iv in g .”  T iie  bosses figure 
th e ir  pro fits  and incomes a fte r 
a ll taxes are paid, and the steel 
workers s im ila r ly  w ant th e ir  
taxes to be taken in to  account m 
de term ing what th e ir  rea l wages 
sha ll be

In  addition, the contract calls 
fo r  a f la t  general wage Increase 
over present pay o f 12’4 cents

i tonnage or other piece-work nielli- 
ods”  to establish a com petitive 
speedup among the workers tha t 
can be used as a cover fo r  wage- 
s lashing and crea ting  dissension 
among the un ion workers.

F O R TY -H O U R  W E E K
Of p a rtic u la r im portance are 

the provisions covering hours of 
w ork. The contract calls fo r the 
fo rty -hour week, 8-hour day and 
five day week. I t  fu r th e r re ­
qu ires tim e-and-a-half overtim e 
pay fo r w ork  beyond the standard 
w ork  hours —  and fo r meals at 
company expense when a w orker 
engages in  more than two hours 
overtim e in any day. The over­
tim e  w o rk  is to be equa lly  d iv id ­
ed among a ll the workers.

Showing w hat the workers 
rea lly  th in k  about g iv in g  up the 
established wage standards fo r 
week-ends and holidays, the con­
tra c t calls fo r  double tim e pay 
on holidays.

cents a pound price on na tu ra l 
rubber.

B R IT IS H . D U TC H  IN T E R E S T S
T h is  in fo rm a tio n , in c iden ta lly , 

b rough t ou t the  fa c t th a t S tand­
ard was no t alone in  des iring  to 
fru s tra te  synthetic  rubbe r pro 
duction. The B r it is h  and Dutch 
rubber in terests were ju s t as 
eager to do so in order to  main 
ta in  th e ir  m arke t fo r  erode ru b ­
ber a t a h igh m onopoly price.

A memorandum in  S tandard ’s 
files, dated Feb. 21, 1941, stated 
th a t:  “ A lso  S ir  John Hay, rep­
resentative o f the B r it is h  Rubber 
C ontro l, has been ve ry  persua­
sive tha t the production o f syn ­
the tic  robber is uneconomic. . . 
w ill impose a dra in  on the A m e r­
ican productive power. .

S ign ifican t l ig h t  was shed on the 
ro le  o f the governm ent’s Recon­
s truc tion  F inance Corpora tion 
and the big  rubber companies in 
he lp ing  to block syn the tic  ru b ­
ber production.

I t  was b rough t ou t th a t the 
RFC had given S tandard con­
trac ts  fo r  a sm all gov’t-finnneed 
p lan t, also agreed to  g ive S tan­
dard a three percent ro y a lty  <vn 
a ll syn the tic  rubber produced un ­
der the governm ent program . 
This agreem ent was p a r t ia lly  en­
gineered by R. R. Deupree, p res i­
dent o f the P roc to r &  Gamble 
Soap Co., w h ich  had a “ lim ite d  
p a rtn e rsh ip ”  in  the S tandard-!. 
G. ca rte l arrangem ent. Deupree 
had been head o f the rubber d i­
v ision o f the OPM and la te r spe­
c ia l rubber adviser to  the RFC.

r
Standard tr ie d  to  ge t p lan ts 

“ to  he financed 75 per cent by 
the RFC ” , not, however, to  ge t 
production, b u t to  go in to  lim ite d  
m a n u fac tu ring  in  o rder to  es­
tab lish  a s tronger lega l c la im  to 
its  pa tent monopolies.

R U B B E R  IN T E R E S T S
B u t m ost o f S tandard ’s plans 

to ge t fre e  p lan ts  were balked 
by the b ig  rubber corporations 
which opposed expansion o f syn ­
the tic  rubbe r to  be contro lled by 
Standard because th is  would 
compete w ith  the n a tu ra l rubber 
in du s try  and force down prices.

A  ba ttle  roya l, i t  appeal's, en­
sued between the agents o f these 
contending in terests. I t  was no t 
u n t il the F a r E ast defeats c u t o f f  
v ir tu a lly  a ll supplies o f crude ru b ­
ber th a t the governm ent, under 
pressure o f the rubber corpora­
tions in p a rtic u la r, tw o  weeks 
ago f in a lly  extracted fro m  its  
files the complete docum entary 
evidence i t  had held fo r  nearly  
a year about S tandard ’s consp ir­
acy and forced S tandard to  re ­
lease its  pa tents ro y a lty -fre e  fo r  
the du ra tion  o f the w ar.

H a v ing  obtained these patents, 
the a d m in is tra tion  has since tr ie d  
to p lay  down the S tandard a f fa ir  
—  the complete de ta ils  o f which 
make the Tea P ot Dome scan­
dal look a lm ost like  a Sunday 
School p icnic. The a d m in is tra tion  
has dem onstra tive ly  called fo r  
the cessation o f a l l a n t i- tru s t 
prosecutions which “ in te rfe re  
w ith  w a r p roduction”  and the 
Defense P lants C orpora tion  has 
announced a p rogram  o f govern-

o f Am bassador C a ffe ry  iu  R io.”
The ind isputab le docum entary 

evidence proves th a t S tandard 
O il —  and a ll the  b ig  tru s ts , ac­
cord ing to Thurm an A rn o ld ’s own 
adm ission —  have de libera te ly  
cu rta iled  w a r production and g iv ­
en the Nazis exclusive in d u s tria l 
processes li te ra lly  w o rth  whole 
ai mies.

ROLI? OF C A P IT A L IS T  PRESS
B u t m ost o f the b ig  ca p ita lis t 

papers, fe a rfu l lest the masses 
get a real p ic tu re  o f the “ p a tr io t­
ism ”  represented by the A m e r­
ican m onopoly cap ita lis ts  who 
ru n  and con tro l the w a r program , 
have jo ined in a fra n t ic  w h ite ­
wash cam paign o f S tandard O il. 
Papers like  the New Y ork  Tim es 
and New Y ork  H era ld  T ribune  
de libe ra te ly  played down A rn o ld ’s 
tes tim ony and played up the lies 
o f the S tandard o ffic ia ls .

B o th  o f these papers —  g iv in g  
the lead to  the res t o f  the ca p ita l­
is t press w h ich fo llow ed s u it —

m ent-financed syn the tic  rubber av°U ed a ll e d ito r ia l com m ent cm
plants to be divided up p rin c i 
p a lly  among the rubber corpora­
tions and S tandard O il.

S T A T E  D E P A R T M E N T  
O F F IC IA L S  IM P L IC A T E D

In  th e ir  testim ony about sup­
p ly in g  the South A m erican a ir ­
lines o f the Nazi, and Ita lia n  Fas­
cists, the Standard o ffic ia ls  a r ­
gued th a t they had fo llow ed the 
po licy la id  ou t by the S tate De­
pa rtm ent. T h is , according to  a 
subsequent S tate D epartm ent 
statem ent, appears to be true  to 
a degree.

W h ile  Secre tary H u ll had u rg ­
ed S tandard no t to supp ly these 
lines from  its  A m erican stocks 
and tr ie d  to discourage the prac­
tice, the S tate D epartm ent difi 
p e rm it S tandard to continue g iv ­
in g  these supplies to  the fascists 
w ith  the approval o f the  A m e r­
ican ambassador in B ra z il. A c ­
cord ing to  F a ris h ’s statem ent, 
w h ich the State D epartm ent has 
no t denied, a f te r  October, 1941 
when the governm ent had th re a t­
ened to  b la ck -lis t S tandard ’s 
B ra z ilia n  company, “ lim ite d  de­
live ries  to  Condor (N a z i lin e ) 
continued under the ins tructions

the S tandard Conspiracy, and 
then, as soon as the S tandard 
agents had te s tifie d , came out 
w ith  long ed ito ria ls  g iv in g  fu l l  
credence to  the S tandard s ta te ­
ments. Thus, the T im es, A p r i l  2, 
asserts th a t:  “ In  the l ig h t  o f th is  
evidence (S tandard ’s) M r. A r ­
no ld ’s charges th a t the Standard 
O il Com pany is responsible fo r  
the shortage o f syn the tic  rubber 
s im p ly  evaporate.”

F a r fro m  “ evapo ra ting ” , how ­
ever, the dem onstrable lies o f the 
S tandard o ffic ia ls  serve to  prove 
these charges to  the h ilt .  They 
prove th a t the  monopolies don’t  
g ive a t in k e r ’s dam about a “ w a r 
fo r  democracy aga ins t fasc ism ." 
They prove th a t in  w a r as in 
peace, the cap ita lis ts  hold th e ir  
p ro fits  and m onopoly advantages 
above eve ry th in g  else, n o t h e s it­
a t in g  to  s tr ik e  blows a t th e ir  
own governm ent's in te rests and 
to  aid the N azis i f  th is  is to  th e ir  
own in terests. A nd th is  en tire  a f ­
fa i r  shows, fin a lly , how u n w illin g  
the governm ent is to  take e ffe c ­
tive  action aga inst the  pow erfu l 
financ ia l groups w h ich  dom inate 
the economic and p o litica l l i fe  o f 
the country.

L.A . Stalinists Assault 
Woman Selling 'M ilitant'
Also Attack 'Labor Action7 Salesgirl and 
Severely Beat Up a Young Male Worker

LOS ANGELES, A pril 1 —  While engaged in their cus­
tomary sale of papers on the street in front of the CIO building 
here, two young women workers, distributors respectively of 
THE M IL IT A N T  and Labor Action, were assaulted and man­
handled last night by an organized group of about 20 men 
'ed by known Stalinists. Their papers were taken by force and 
destroyed. ®-------------------------------------------------------

Two young male companions of 
the d is tr ib u to rs  were also seized 
and one of them was severely 
beaten.

T h is  attack, pa rt of a general 
na tion -w ide lynch campaign a- 
ga in s t T ro tsky is ts  and a ll o ther 
working-class m ilita n ts  who op­
pose reactionary S ta lin ism , was 
made under cover of a reso lu tion 
w h ich the S ta lin is t un ion leaders

The Special Features Of 
India’s Agrarian Problem

B y JO H N  G. W R IG H T

The ag ra ria n  problem  in  In d ia  assumes espe­
c ia lly  aggravated and pecu lia r fo rm s  ow ing  to 
the preservation and re in fo rcem en t o f feudal and 
sem i-feudal conditions and regim es in  the coun­
try ..

In  th is  respect Ind ia  d iffe rs  sha rp ly  fro m  con­
tem po ra ry  European countries lik e  Rum ania, 
Spain and others where vestiges o f feudalism  
s t i l l  surv ive  and the  ag ra ria n  problem  s t i l l  re ­
mains la rg e ly  unsolved.

In  these countries the  landow ning classes and 
the bourgeoisie a i’e closely in te g ra te d  and an 
eq u ilib rium  o f class ru le  is established th rough  
a bloc o f tw o  classes. Ind ia  is ru led  by a bloc 
o f three classes —  the E ng lish  im p e ria lis ts , the 
feudal p i’inces, the na tive  bourgeoisie. T h is  com­
b ina tion  is fa r  m ore unstable and fa r  less f le x i­
ble.

W h a t is equally im p o rta n t is th a t in  the back­
ward European countries the re  is a degree o f 
d iffe re n tia tio n  among the peasan try : th e ir  ru ra l 
areas conta in  layers o f m iddle-peasants side by 
side w ith  an a g r ic u ltu ra l p ro le ta r ia t. La rge scale 
a g r ic u ltu ra l enterprises w h ile  ra re  nevertheless 
do exist. E ssen tia lly  the same th in g  was tru e  o f 
the fo rm e r C za ris t em pire, ju s t  as i t  is  tru e  to ­
day o f Japan. Even in  a sem i-colonia l coun try  
like  China the d isso lu tion o f feuda l and semi- 
feuda l re la tions, the in te g ra tio n  o f the landow n­
ers w ith  the na tive  bourgeoisie, and the d if fe r ­
en tia tion among the peasantry long ago reached 
stages fa r  beyond the conditions su rv iv in g  in 
Ind ia  today.

La rge  scale fa rm in g  is v ir tu a lly  unknown on 
th is  subcontinent. There are on ly  the beginnings 
o f an a g r ic u ltu ra l p ro le ta r ia t. A s fo r  a s tra tum  
o f landow n ing peasants, the  E ng lish  d id  fo r  a

tim e p lay  around w ith  the  idea o f fo s te r in g  such 
a fo rm a tio n  bu t no th ing  ever came o f it .

In  C za ris t Russia the ru lin g  classes (under 
the M in is te r S to lyp in ) a ttem pted to  fo re s ta ll the 
a g ra ria n  revo lu tion  by the in tro du c tion  o f re ­
form s w hich would p e rm it the developm ent o f 
sm all-landowners, and thus provide a social base 
fo r the reg im e in the countryside. A ltho ug h  the 
serfs had been emancipated and a lthough  on ly  
vestiges o f feuda l conditions ac tu a lly  rem ained 
in Russia, the a tte m p t proved abortive . The ve ry  
same phenomenon is to be observed today in 
Japan.

However, the measures applied in  C za ris t Rus­
sia and in M ikado ’s Japan are re vo lu tio n a ry  by 
comparison w ith  the “ re fo rm s”  in s titu te d  by the 
E ng lish  o r those advocated b y  the  na tive  Ind ian  
bourgeoisie. These “ re fo rm s”  come down in  a ll 
cases to no th in g  more than prom ises to  a lle v i­
ate the burdens o f the In d ia n  peasants th rough  
s lig h t lo w e ring  o f taxes, ren t, usu ry  rates, etc.

In  o ther words, the a g ra ria n  problem  is fa r  
more acute in  Ind ia  than in  any o the r m a jo r sec­
to r  o f w o rld  economy in  the epoch o f im p e ria lis t 
decay. T h is  d is ting u ish in g  fea tu re  o f the Ind ian  
revo lu tion w i l l  undoubtedly p lay  a v ita l ro le in 
the developm ent o f events. W h a t w i l l  be the 
general trend  o f these events?

The closest approx im ation  to  the condition o f 
the Ind ian  peasantry is to  be found n o t in such 
counti-ies as C za ris t Russia, or Rum ania, o r Jap­
an o r even China b u t ra th e r in  a coun try  lik e  
France o f 1789, i.e., on the eve o f the G reat 
F rench R evolution. The like lihood  the re fo re  is 
th a t the u n fo ld ing  Ind ian  revo lu tion  w i l l  combine 
in  a complex w ay the fea tu res o f the G reat 
F rench Revolu tion (1789-93) w ith  those o f the 
Russian R evolu tion (1905, F ebruary , 1917 and 
October, 1917).

on M arch 30 succeeded in  s lip ­
p ing  over in  the Los Angeles 
CIO In d u s tr ia l Union Council.

T h is  reso lu tion called fo r  d is­
courag ing the d is tr ib u tio n  before 
the CIO bu ild in g  o f-T H E  M IL I ­
TA N T. Labor A ction  and the So­
c ia lis t P a rty  Call.

The reso lu tion included an a t­
tack on “ trade un ion ism  as us­
ual,”  tha t is  m il ita n t  independent 
union defense of the w orkers ’ 
r ig h ts  and conditions, thereby de­
m onstra ting  tha t the attack on 
the T ro tsky is ts  is rea lly  pa rt of 
a broader cam paign to v ic tim ize  
a ll union m ilita n ts  and he lp p u t 
over the  S ta lin is ts ’ p rogram  fo r  
surrender of un ion rig h ts , speed­
up and wage-slashing. As usual, 
the S ta lin is ts  pushed through 
th e ir  a ttack on free speech and 
free press fo r  labor m ilita n ts  un­
der the guise of "p a tr io tis m ”  and 
defending the unions f r o m  
“ agents of H it le r .”

T Y P IC A L  C. P. M O V E
T ha t th is  reso lu tion does not 

re flec t the sentim ents o f t ile  ma­
jo r ity  of CIO workers here is 
shown by the fac t th a t the S ta l­
in is ts  did no t Introduce th e ir  re­
so lu tion in to  the CIO Council un­
t i l  la te in  the evening, when most 
o f the rank-and-file delegates had 
already le ft. T h is  is a typ ica l 
S ta lin is t s tun t.

The Council's m otion m erely 
called fo r  “ discouraging”  the d is­
tr ib u tio n  of the  named papers.

However, as T H E  M IL IT A N T  
predicted las t week and as the

deliberate attack was obvious. I t  
was conducted s w ift ly  and sys­
tem atica lly , none of the group 
speaking a word to t iie  v ic tim s. 
W h ile  the attack was tak in g  
place, a num ber of young women 
some o f whom were recognized 
as Young Com m unist League fo l­
lowers. occupied themselves ex 
c lus ive ly  w ith  p ic k in g  up every 
trace of the to rn  papers to re­
move a ll evidence o f the attack 
and the reason fo r  It.

Representatives of T H E  M IL I ­
T A N T  and Labor A ction  are seek­
ing  the aid o f the Am erican C iv il 
L ibe rties  Union and other organ­
izations concerned w ith  the de­
fense of c iv i l libe rties  to expose 
and h a lt these S ta lin is t attacks.

They have issued a challenge to 
any person o r group to come be­
fo re  any responsible com m is­
sion o r m eeting of bona-fide labor 
or lib e ra l organizations to present 
proof of the GPU slanders tha t 
the papers w h ich  the S ta lin is ts  
seek to ban are “ fascist”  o r “ se­
d itious.”  F rom  past experience, 
i t  is ce rta in  th a t no one w il l  dare 
to accept th is  challenge.

British C. P.’ers 
Employ the Same 
Hoodlum Tactics

Stalinist attacks against dis­
tribution of newspapers pre­
senting a m ilitant point o f view 
are the same the world over. 
Following is a report, dated 
March 6, received from a T ro t­
skyist group functioning in the 
area of L iverpool, England, which 
sounds word fo r word lik e  a re ­
port th a t could be given fo r Bos­
ton, Cleveland or Los Angeles: 

"The S ta lin is ts  here are Lof a 
: p a r tic u la r ly  vicious type , when- 

subsequent a ttack has proved, the ever we sell ou r papers a t th e ir  
real purpose o f the reso lu tion is | pub lic  m eetings they organize 
1o provide a “ un ion cover”  fo r I. th e ir  bands o f hooligans in  an 
the S ta lin is ts ’ own lynch assaults a ttem pt to prevent us from  sell- 
against th e ir  working-class p o li- . ing. I t  goes w ith o u t saying that
Heal opponents in  p a rtic u la r and 
against labor m ilita n ts  in  gen­
eral.

The attack against the M IL I ­
T A N T  and Labor A ction  d is t r i­
butors was made by an estimated 
20 men. who came out of the 
CIO b u ild in g  sho rtly  a fte r the 
d is tr ib u tio n  had begun and w ith ­
out w a rn in g  seized, pinned down 
and severely beat one of the two 
male companions of the women 
d is tribu to rs . Some o f them then 
seized the women, tw is t in g  the 
arm  o f one and in ju r in g  the hand 
of the other, and tore the papers 
from  them.

they do not succeed bu t we are 
sometimes hard pressed.

"Several o f our sellers have 
been b ru ta lly  attacked, papers 
to rn , and have on ly  been saved 
fro m  being beaten up by  in te r ­
ven tion  o f members o f the crowd, 
our own comrades, or, as on one 
occasion, sym pathetic soldiers.

“ The d isp lays o f hooliganism , 
however, do the S ta lin is ts  more 
harm  than good, and we actua lly  
benefit, by i t  by Increasing our 
lite ra tu re  sales. I t  is  s ign ificant 
th a t in  a local C. P. branch, a 
reso lu tion was passed pro testing  
against these methods and de-

That this was an organized and 1 manding that they be stopped.”

The New Leader, 
The Dies Committee 
And Civil Liberties

------  g g  By A . R O LA N D  = = = = = .

A ttitu d e  to  D ie s ' W itc h  H u n ts
The New Leader takes the Dies Com m ittee to 

task fo r  “ e r r in g ”  in  denouncing ce rta in  em ploy­
ees o f the E W B  in  W ashington as com m unists. 
The spokesman fo r  social democracy takes up 
the records o f the men involved and shows how 
w rong  M a rt in  Dies was in  p ick ing  on them.

The m a tte r th a t in te rests us is n o t so much 
the a tte m p t o f the New Leader to  keep the rec­
ord s tra ig h t, bu t ra th e r its  a tt itu d e  to the whole 
issue o f w itc h -h u n tin g  by the Dies Com m ittee. 
Thus the colum n w r it te n  by R obert T revo r c a ll­
ed “ Inside and O ut”  rem a rks : “ V e ry  strange i t  
is th a t w h ile  p e rfe c tly  gu iltle ss  people are catch­
in g  the tar-and-feathei-s, w e ll know n Com m unist 
line rs  hold office in  o ther governm ent agencies. 
F o r example, the Donovan office, C oord ina to r o f 
In fo rm a tio n , has been ha rbo ring  Dan S. G ill-  
m or. You w il l  rem em ber h im  as the barefoot 
boy who a lleged ly  sank his fo rtu n e  in  F rid a y , 
the a n ti-B r it is h , a n ti-w a r, and 100% S ta lin is t 
w eekly.”

The general news a rtic le  on the Dies “ b lunder”  
makes the sta tem ent th a t “ U ndoubtedly one o f 
the dangers in a democracy comes fro m  pub lic  
servants who hew to a p a r ty  line ; th e ir  lo y a lty  
to  th e ir  cou n try  is transcended by the fa n a tica l 
adherents to  the pa rte i.”  1

T iie  New Leader shows its  lo y a lty  im p a r t ia lly  
by denouncing a ll “ to ta l ita r ia n s ”  to  the govern­
m ent. One week i t  po in ts to  fascists who have 
found th e ir  w ay  in to  the a rm y, navy o r govern ­
m ent w o rk  o f one k ind  o r another. The ne x t 
week i t  pu ts the f in g e r  on S ta lin is ts  who have 
done the same th in g . Doesn’t  th is  prove th a t 
these democrats are rea l honest brokers?

In  a p rinc ip led  sense the re  is no d iffe rence 
between these social dem ocrats and the ve ry  
S ta lin is ts  they  denounce. The S ta lin is ts  also fee l 
qu ite  free  to  demand th a t the governm ent act 
aga inst various elements whom  the y  lum p in to  
one am algam  as “ F if th  C o lum n ists” , no t exclud­
in g  the social demoei-ats o f the le ft.

W hat D ies C om m ittee  Represents
Both these groups p lay  in to  the  hands o f cap­

ita l is t  reaction . The Dies Com m ittee is  a use fu l 
in s tru m en t to  the extrem e r ig h t  w in g  o f the 
bourgeoisie, th a t w in g  wh ich seeks to  s t if le  every 
s tr iv in g , every m ovem ent o f labo r tend ing  to ­
wards its  em ancipation. The Dies Com m ittee 
knows precise ly  w ha t i t  wants in th is  regard . 
I ts  “ e rro rs ”  are purposefu l e rro rs. I t  ca lls every­
th in g  com m unist w h ich  takes a lib e ra l a tt itu d e  
towards the w o rk in g  class, ju s t  as H it le r  calls 
eve ry th in g  th a t is a n ti-fa sc is t Jew ish. W ha t Dies 
ca lls p a trio tis m  and lo y a lty  to  cou n try  is lo y a lty  
to  the p a r ty  o f extrem e c a p ita lis t reaction. W hen 
the New Leader ca lls on the Dies Com m ittee to' 
take action aga ins t the S ta lin is ts , i t  is ca llin g  
on the cap ita lis ts  who placed Dies in  Congress 
to take th is  action.

B u t these cap ita lis ts  are qu ite  ready to  take 
action no t on ly  aga inst S ta lin is ts , b u t also 
aga inst a ll labo r unions, rad ica ls , the labor press, 
w o rk in g  class o rgan iza tions o f a ll k inds. T h a t 
is w hy m ain questions should come f ir s t ,  the 
b igge r problem s ahead o f the lesser ones. To 
g ra n t to  a section o f the governm ent, the ca p ita l­
is t governm ent, the r ig h t  to  f ir e  someone no t 
fo r  some act bu t fo r  h is o r he r p o lit ic a l opinions, 
is to s tr ik e  a b low  a t c iv il libe rties . B low s o f 
th is  type —  a ll h is to ry  proves i t  over and over 
again —  s tr ik e  in e v ita b ly  a t the  w o rk in g  class. 
Thus when we denounce the  Dies Com m ittee, i t  
is no t because th a t Com m ittee p icks on the w rong  
people, b u t because its  w itch -hu n ts  are m eant 
fun dam e n ta lly  to s tr ik e  a t and weaken the w o rk ­
ers and th e ir  movement. O ur denunciation o f the 
Dies Com m ittee is the re fo re  fo r  the purpose o f 
gu a rd ing  the r ig h ts  o f w orkers. T h is  is  the  on ly  
p rinc ip le  involved and i t  determ ines ou r a tt itu d e  
tow a rd  the ac tiv itie s  o f the reac tiona ry  Congres­
sional Com m ittee.

N o R eal Class P o in t o f  V iew
I t  is qu ite  w e ll known th a t we hold no b r ie f 

fo r  the S ta lin is ts . I t  is  equa lly  w e ll known th a t 
we are enemies to the death o f the Fascists. 
I f  we do no t w ax enthusiastic  when the  ca p ita l­
is t  governm ent a im s its  w a rtim e  blows even a t 
the  despicable Fascists, i t  is because we have 
seen so o ften  in  the past how such blows to  the 
r ig h t  precede fa r  g re a te r blows to  the le ft ,  a t  
the w o rk in g  class movement, p a r tic u la r ly  a t its  
m ost m il ita n t  w ing .

The New Leader is to ta l ly  unable to  d raw  
proper d is tinc tions  as to  its  conduct —  even 
w h ile  show ing up the s im ila r  conduct o f the 
S ta lin is ts  —  because i t  has no rea l class p o in t 
o f v iew . I t  a ttem p ts  to  draw  a line  n o t between 
cap ita lis ts  and w orkers , b u t between lib e ra l cap­
ita lis ts  and reac tiona ry  cap ita lis ts . I t  identifies 
its e lf  w ith  lib e ra l cap ita lism , w ith  the  New  Deal. 
T h a t is w h y  i t  feels no con trad ic tion  a t a l l in  
ta k in g  the lib e ra l c a p ita lis t a tt itu d e  tow ards 
democracy and c iv il libe rtie s . A s a defended o f 
bourgeois democracy i t  fee ls p e rfe c tly  free  to  
denounce ind iv idua ls  to  the governm ent who 
m ig h t be a menace to  c a p ita lis t democracy. I t  
does no t m a tte r m uch which camp the menace 
comes from .

B u t th is  is em pha tica lly  n o t the road to  w o rk ­
in g  class democracy and em ancipation fro m  wage 
slavery. Those who w ish to tra v e l th a t road 
m ust n o t p e rm it the c a p ita lis t class o r any o f 
its  organs to  decide w h a t op in ions i t  is pe rm is­
sib le o r im perm issib le  fo r  a w o rke r to  hold. The 
m a tte r o f opin ions can be fo u g h t ou t w ith in  the 
ranks  o f the w orkers . T h a t is the w isdom  ta u g h t 
by  a l l the g re a t .teachers o f M arx ism . I t  is a 
w isdom  th a t cost the m ovem ent too much fo r  i t  
to  be fo rgo tte n .
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JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. M il i ta r y  t ra in in g  o f  w o rke rs , financed 

by  th e  gove rn m e n t, b u t u n d e r c o n tro l 
o f  the  tra de  u n io n s . S pecia l o ffice rs* 
tra in in g  cam ps, financed  by  the  gov­
e rn m e n t b u t c o n tro lle d  by  the  trade  
un ion s , to  t ra in  w o rke rs  to  becom e 
o ffic e rs .

2 . T ra d e  u n io n  wages f o r  a ll w o rke rs  
d ra fte d  in to  the  a rm y .

3 . F u l l  e q u a lity  f o r  Negroes in  the  a rm ed 
fo rces  and the  w a r in d u s tr ie s— D ow n 
w ith  J im  C row ism  everyw here .

4 . C on fisca tion  o f  a ll w a r p ro fits . E x p ro ­
p r ia t io n  o f  a ll w a r in d u s tr ie s  and th e ir  
o p e ra tio n  u n d e r w o rke rs ’ c o n tro l.

5 . F o r  a r is in g  scale o f  wages to  m eet the  
r is in g  cost o f  l iv in g .

6 . W o rk e rs  Defense G uards against v ig ­
ila n te  and fasc is t a ttacks.

7 . A n  In d e pe n de n t L a b o r P a rty  based on 
the  T ra d e  U n ions.

8 . A  W o rk e rs ’ and F a rm ers ’ G ove rn ­
m en t.

' Profits Limitation'
Donald Nelson, War Production Board chief, 

opposes war profits lim itations by law. Before 
a Senate committee last week he proposed his own 
“ better” idea — whiclr the 'Senate accepted last 
Tuesday.

His proposal was that the matter of war con­
tracts profits be left to the “ discretion” of the 

.WPB. The WPB, he promised, would see to it 
that the corporations receive no more than a “ fa ir” 
profit.

The “ discretion” of the WPB, however, is v ir­
tua lly synonymous with the “ discretion”  of the 
monopoly corporations themselves. It is the cor­
poration dollar-a-year men who are running the 
war production program. It is the monopoly cor­
porations themselves which dictate contract terms 
in Washington.

What kind of discretion about war profits lim i­
tations can we expect from the corporation-domin­
ated government procurement agencies? The AFL  
M onthly Survey last month issued a report on cor­
poration profits after all taxes and costs which 
gives ns a vivid example of how that “ discretion” 
has operated up to now.

In the last war, according to official sources, 
the corporations made 6.4 billion dollars in 1916; 
6.7 billions in 1917; and 4.6 billions in 1918.

In the boom year. 1929, the corporations made
7.2 billions.

In this war, corporation profits have been as 
follows: 4.2 billions in 1939; 5.5 billions in 1940;
7.2 BILLIONS IN 1941.

In short, according to these official figures the 
corporations made as much profit last year as they 
did in 1929, despite the fact that taxes were six 
and one-half times higher!

Actually, they made more profits in 1941 than 
in 1929. It is now the standard corporation prac­
tice to put large chunks of profits into so-called 
contingency reserves for "future uncertainties. ’ A 
special study of 30 big corporations, printed in 
last Sunday's Flew York Times, showed that in 
1941 they had set aside 872,000,000 as “ reserves”  
as compared to 841,000,000 in 1940 and just 
82,000,000 in 1936.

Neither the "discretion” exemplified by these 
profits figures nor the phony Congressional pro­
posals w ill “ lake the profits out of war.”  The one 
sure way to put a halt to war profiteering is for 
the government to lake over the war industries 
and operate them under the control and manage­
ment of the workers.

FDR's Court On 
Maritime Strikes

The Supreme Court ruling this week that a 
seamen's strike aboard a ship tied up in any port
— domestic or foreign — constitutes “ m utiny”  is 
the most reactionary decision ever handed down 
by this particular body.

Although issued to decide a case that arose out 
ol a sit-down strike, this ruling v irtua lly  outlaws 
the right of seamen to strike under all circum­
stances once they have signed their articles for a 
particular ship. Under maritime regulations, a 
seaman cannot even leave ship except by expressed 
sanction of the officers.

The ruling was based on an appeal by the South­

ern Steamship Company of Philadelphia against 
a National Labor Relations Board decision, sus­
tained by the Th ird  Federal C ircuit Court, or­
dering the company to re-instate five National 
Maritime Union members fired for participation 
in a sit-down strike, July 18, 1938, while their 
ship was tied to a dock at Houston, Texas.

In making its five to four ruling, the Supreme 
Court m ajority brushed aside the plain facts of 
the case.

The company had deliberately provoked the 
strike by refusing to recognize the union after it 
had won a collective-bargaining election. The ship 
was not at sea and was, in fact, tied up in an 
American port. There were no criminal acts charg­
ed against the strikers. And there was no ques­
tion of the safety of passengers and ship involved.

The very language of the majority rQling in­
dicates its anti-labor bias and animus. It places 
a strike of maritime workers in the category of 
“ a rebellion by seamen against their officers.”  This 
is» no different than the typical contention of the 
bosses that any strike of workers for better con­
ditions constitutes “ rebellion” , “ revolution", etc.

The ruling declares; “ Lver since men have gone 
to sea the relationship of master to seaman has 
been entirely different from that of employer and 
employee on land.”

It is precisely this that the seamen have been 
fighting against for decades. The reward of seamen 
for daily risking their lives at sea is a Supreme 
Court decision upholding maritime feudalism.

This ruling places in the hands of the shipping 
corporations a powerful weapon for framing up 
union seamen and railroading them to prison on 
“ m utiny”  charges. It can be used to terrorize sea­
men into submitting to all kinds of abuses by the 
ship-owners and their agents.

As a reflection of administration war labor poli­
cy, this “ m utiny” ruling is further indication of 
a growing anti-labor offensive designed to slice 
away piece by piece the workers’ rights and con­
ditions. W all Street’s hue and cry several years 
ago against Roosevelt’s Supreme Court “ reorgan­
ization”  finds no echo today. Roosevelt’s “ New 
Deal”  court has put its "liberalism”  in cold stor­
age. There is a “ war for democracy” to be fought.

Why W e Demand 
Browder's Freedom

We stand for the freedom of Earl Browder. 
We have always raised the demand for his imme­
diate release from prison, where he was sent over 
a year ago under the pretext that he had violated 
a passport regulation. We recognize that the 
Roosevelt administration prosecuted Browder and 
“ threw the book” at him solely because he headed 
a working-class politcal party expressing views 
which the administration didn’t like.

Our reasons for demanding Browder's release, it 
must be pointed out, have nothing in common with 
those advanced by Browder’s own party.

A year ago, the Communist Party claimed that 
Browder was'prosecuted and sentenced because of 
his “ opposition to imperialist war.”  That was a 
lie. Browder and the Stalinists did not oppose im­
perialist war. Under a pseudo “ anti-imperialist”  
cloak, they carried out the Krem lin’s line, flowing 
from the Stalin-1 Iitle r pact, of aiding Stalin’s Nazi 
a lly by attacking the Anglo-American bloc of 
powers.

What is true is that the administration prose­
cuted the fake “ anti-imperialist” , Browder, in an 
attempt to intimidate and silence all who opposed 
the war, including the genuine anti-imperialist 
fighters.

Today, however, H itle r’s assault on the Soviet 
Union has caused the Stalinists to shift camps. 
Now they are mum about Browder’s “ opposition 
to imperialist war.”  They dare not even state 
that it is the Roosevelt administration which ja il­
ed Browder and still keeps him in ja il. Today, 
the Stalinists spread a different lie.

They claim Browder should be freed because he 
is “ needed for the fight against fascism.”  But 
Browder is no more a fighter against fascism than 
he was against imperialist war. His program — 
the program of the Communist Party — is to 
support the administration's war policies in return 
for the crumbs of aid the American government 
is sending, or may send, the Soviet Union. The 
Stalinist “ fight against fascism”  consists of aiding 
the “ democratic” capitalists to silence and sup­
press m ilitant labor, force the workers to surrend­
er their rights and submit to speedup and wage 
cuts.

The Stalinists also claim — the biggest lie of 
all — that they are for Browder’s release in the 
name of civil liberties, particularly the protection 
of the rights of political minorities. But the Stalin­
ists themselves are virulent enemies of the rights 
of all working-class parties opposed to their poli­
cies." A t this very moment, they are taking the lead 
in inciting a lynch campaign against the Socialist 
Workers Party and other anti-Stalinist groups and 
calling for their suppression.

Regardless of the Stalinist reasons and motives 
for defending Browder, we continue to call for his 
release. We defend Browder as a victim  of boss 
class persecution and fight for his freedom as 
part of the general battle to protect the workers’ 
civil rights, without which they would find it  ex­
tremely d ifficult to conduct an effective struggle 
in defense of their interests.

Browder has committed crimes. But they are 
crimes against the working-class. They are crimes 
which the workers alone, in their own time and 
in their own way, w ill judge, and for which they 
alone have the right to exact a penalty.

American capitalism did not ja il Browder for his 
real crimes. It prosecuted him as a means of 
striking a blow at the c iv il rights of all labor. 
That is why the workers, while rejecting every 
political idea which Browder represents, must 
nevertheless defend him from their class enemies.

Controversy O ver The Jewish Question
The Case Against Milton Mayer and His Critics, Ingersoll and Hook

By M. S T E IN
W hen people ere under a s tra lu , 

s igh ing sometimes sounds to them like  
jee ring  and the fa in t sound of a d is tan t 
fire cracker can create the a larm  th a t 
would be caused by an exploding bomb. 
T ills  is w hy one m ust be p a rtic u la r ly  
carefu l w ith  provocative noises in  an 
atmosphere charged w it l i great tension, 
such as tlie  atmosphere surround ing 
the Jew ish question.

The tension o f close to s ixteen m il­
lio n  Jews the w orld  over is fa r from  
im aginary. The wrecked lives, the 
shattered homes o f h a lf th e ir  number 
who had lived in  the countries overrun 
by the fascists, is on ly too real. Real 
also is the relentless Nazi d rive  to 
th ro w  the su rv iv in g -J e w s  in to  m edi­
eval ghettoes. to cu t’ them  o ff from  
contact w ith  the outside w orld . There 
they live  crowded together, deprived o f 
proper san ita ry  fac ilities , starved, dy­
in g  a slow death at a rap id ly  m ounting  
rate.

Very real indeed is the spread of anti- 
Sem itism  in  th is  country too. Is  there 
anyone who is hold enough to say tha t 
“ i t  cannot happen here” ? The Jew feels 
th a t the last refuge o f his people is 
threatened. He is los ing hope!

Incidents lik e  the s in k in g  of the S tru ­
ma iu  the B lack Sea w ith  the loss of 
765 Jew ish men, women and ch ildren, 
on ly servos to emphasize the hopeless 
p lig h t of the Jews. The s to ry  o f these 
Jews —  flee ing the Nazi te rro r ma­
chine, denied refuge by the B r it is h  ad­
m in is tra tio n  in  Palestine —  epitomizes 
tlie  trea tm ent afforded to the Jews by 
the fascists on the one hand, and by 
ttie  “ hu m an ita ria n  democracies”  on the 
other.

T he  Case A ga ins t M ayer
M ilto n  M ayor’s a rtic le  in  the March 

28 issue o f the Saturday Even ing Post 
under the provocative t it le ,  “ The Case 
A ga inst the Jew," fa lls  in to  the category 
of a sigh th a t sounds lik e  a jeer, of a 
firecracker set o ff by a m ischievous 
lad in  a very tense atmosphere. “ The 
Case A ga inst the Jew”  is no more than 
a case against M ilto n  M ayer and his 
group of pe tty  bourgeois Jew ish in te l­
lectuals who see the w orld  w h ich  they 
had taken fo r granted, the w orld  ol' 
bourgeois democracy, collapsing before 
th e ir  very  eyes and dragg ing down 
w ith  i t  the dem ocratic r ig h ts  of the 
Jews and th e ir  chance fo r equa lity  w ith  
o ther citizens. We sha ll presently re­
tu rn  to M ilto n  Mayer, h is diagnosis 
and proposed remedy. B ut firs t a word 
about some of h is  c ritics .

The ed ito r of P il ,  Ralph Ingersoll, 
belated Don Quixote of bourgeois de­
mocracy, denned his s u it of armor,’ 
mounted his horse and, brand ish ing his 
lauce, set, out the m orn ing  a fte r the 
Mayer a rtic le  appeared, to t i l t  a t it. 
A t least th a t’s w hat he thought he was 
doing. The troub le w ith  M r. Ingerso lf 
m ust be th a t he suffers from  fa u lty  
v is iom  He cannot d is ting u is ii between 
the f ro n t o f bourgeois democracy and 
its  rear.

He rises solem nly to the defense of

Nathan Hale and Abraham  L in co ln ; he 
sounds as profound as my l i t t le  niece 
re tu rn in g  from  a h is to ry  lesson in  Jun ­
io r  h igh school when he speaks about 
the constitu tion , equal opportun ity , etc. 
B u t w ha t o f the heart o f the question, 
the fact tha t the same system which 
was so progressive on ly yesteryear 
breeds war and fascism in its  death 
agony, ami cannot any longer find a 
place fo r the Jew, cannot assim ila te 
him . cannot tolerate h im  and tries  to 
disgorge him ?

Sidney Hook, the not unknown pro­
fessor o f philosophy, leads the assault 
on Mayer's a rtic le  fo r  the .Veto Leader. 
B u t he fa ils  to  d isp lay the zeal one 
would expect o f a new convert when he 
comes to the defense of bourgeois de­
mocracy —  his roost, recent creed.

Hook confines his jabs to M ayers’ 
m anner of presenting the problem, 
which feeds the Coughlin ite  arguments, 
and to M ayer’s conclusions, w h ich p ro­
pose a w ith d ra w a l o f the Jew in to  a 
re lig ious shell. B u t Hook has l i t t le  to 
say about his own proposed so lu tion  to 
the Jewish problem. He begs the real 
issue, ju s t as Ingerso ll does.

Both Ingerso ll and Hook are exer­
cised over the idea, im p lic it  th roughout 
Mayer's artic le , th a t th is  “ w ar fo r  de­
m ocracy”  is not going to solve the Jew­
ish question. I t  angers them, i t  in fu ­
ria tes them- —  bu t i t  does not draw 
from  them any argum ents to show tha t 
the Jew ish problem  w i l l  be solved If 
the “ United N ations”  w in  the war, or 
to demonstrate th a t the defeat of H it le f  
in  Germany w ill eradicate an ti-S em it­
ism in t lie  U n ited  States.

A  D is to rte d  P ic tu re
Mayer's a rtic le  presonts a thoroughly 

d is to rted view  of the Am erican Jew. 
N ot a ltogether because of commission, 
bu t also because of h is omission o f an 
extrem ely im p o rtan t and w e igh ty  ele­
m ent in  the Jew ish com m unity. Mayer 
makes no m ention whatever of the Jew­
ish w orker.

Even i f  we weren 't in form ed by the 
Saturday E ven ing Post th a t he is a 
fo rm er Chicago reporter, o r by the Jfew 
Leader, th a t he is at present an as­
s is tan t to the President of the U n ive r­
s ity  of Chicago, one could have su r­
mised th is  o r som ething s im ila r. HIS 
w r it in g  Is rep o rto ria l. H is  style is 
tha t of a yellow  jo u rn a lis t interested 
in  a sensational presentation of the 
problem ra th e r than the tru th . H is 
subject m atter Is the im m ediate c irc le  
of h is bourgeois friends, Jewish in te l­
lectuals and business men. The resu lt 
is a caricature of the Jews.

We know  of a d iffe re n t type o f Jew. 
We know of Jewish w orkers who have 
b u ilt  powerfu l unions, who .have been 
in the vanguard of the strugg le for 
h igher wages and shorte r hours. We 
know of the Jewish workers and in te l­
lectuals who have been among the most 
sacrific ing  soldiers of the movement fo r 
a bette r w orld  b u ilt  on the foundations 
of socialism . B u t M ayer’s beat as a 
reporter d id  not include th is  te r r ito ry

— it  lay  on the o ther side of the tracks.
A no ther em ission w h ich  is likew ise 

typ ica l of a reporte r who does not care 
to look below the surface. Is the to ta l 
lack of reference to the economic basis 
of an ti-Sem itism . T h is  by the way, ap­
plies also to the other reporte r and 
in te rv iew er, Ralph Ingerso ll, and even 
to the professor who used to ca ll h im ­
self a M arx is t. T h is  is one th in g  they 
share in  common. Even the most 
casual reference to the economic basis 
unde rly ing  an ti-S em itism  would expose 
the "decaying cap ita lis t system as the 
cause o f th is  evil, as w e ll as the ev il 
of fascism and wars.

A n analysis o f the economic roots of 
an ti-Sem itism , m ig h t fu rthe rm ore  sug­
gest the solution. B u t tha t would not 
s u it the Jewish bourgeois o f M ayer’s 
c ircle, nor the G entile  bourgeois of In - 
gersoll's c irc le , and it would not even 
s u it Hook, who finds h im se lf pe rfectly  
a t home in  the petty-bourgeolB social 
democratic circle.

P ro d u c t o f  R eactiona ry  
P e rio d

Mayer, the superfic ia l reporter, lias 
s trung  together fo r  the Saturday Even­
in g  Post a whole series o f anecdotes 
about Jews, a ll of them obviously 
w ea lthy who have tr ie d  in  every way 
possible to look lik e  Gentiles. He says;

"T lie y  tr ie d  to ad just, th is  p it i fu l 
people who once were so proud. They 
tr ie d  to look like , ta lk  like , be lik e  
everyone else. They tried  to lose them ­
selves in  the crowd, lik e  men who have 
picked a pocket on a busy street. They 
resorted to every dodge known to fugi-' 
t lv e  crim ina ls , from  changing th e ir  
names to changing th e ir  faces. And 
fo r a ll th e ir  try in g , they wore strangers 
in  E gyp t s t i l l . ”

And then ho concludes:
"R unn in g  away hasn’t  saved him . 

Resettlement hasn’t  saved h im . Chang'- 
in g  h is  name, h is face, his clothes and 
his fa ith  hasn’t  saved him . And the 
suddenly crowded temples won’t save 
h im . Denouncing C oughlin  won’t  save 
h im . Tho destruction o f H it le r  won’t  
save h im . A ll these fa llacious fa iths  
are based cn the grand fa llacy of ad­
justm ent. The Jew w i l l  he saved 
when he saves his own soul.”

Here you have in  two paragraphs his 
complete lin e  of argum ent. A ll the rest 
are mere trim m ings .

E very cris is  in  h is to ry , every period 
of defeats, has produced schools of God- 
seekers, those who sought escape in the 
supernatura l; those who sought, salva­
tion  in  the pu rifica tion  of th e ir  own 
souls. These were p a rtic u la r ly  num er­
ous in  Russia a fte r the defeat o f the 
1905 R evolution. Many rad ica l in te lle c ­
tuals, having no real roots among the 
masses, saw in  the defeat of the revo lu­
tion  a las ting  tr iu m p h  of Czarism. The 
revo lu tion is ts  were persecuted m erc i­
lessly by the Czarist police, eve ryth ing 
looked dark, hopeless. In  th is  atm o­
sphere tho God-seekers and soul search­
ers got a hearing. Even mass suicide 
theorists had a fo llow ing .

The argum ents of M ayer have an im ­

portance inso fa r as they emphasize the 
d iso rien ta tion  tha t flow s from  the pres­
ent da rk  p ic tu re  on a w o rld  scale, and 
show to w hat fan tas tic  lengths th is  dia- 
o rion ta tion  can go.

H is a ttack against Jewish assim ila­
t io n  m ig h t ju s t as w e ll liavo been le­
veled against the steam engine and 
e le c tr ic ity  o r general human progress 
and development. H is  argum ents are 
reactionary th rough  and through. The 
Jew could no more continue a ghetto 
existence once the gales o f the ghetto 
were flu n g  open, than could the Negro 
be held on the p lan ta tion  once slavery 
was abolished. Tho whole process of 
ass im ila tion  isn ’t som ething th a t some­
body had wished, i t  was p a rt and parcel 
of tho general cap ita lis t development. 
There is no re tu rn . The road lies be­
fore and not behind. A  f a s c i s t  
tr ium p h  m ig h t fo r a w h ile  d rive  the 
Jews in to  a ghetto, bu t the  Jew w ill 
never go there v o lu n ta r ily , regardless 
of Mayer's counsel.

Mayer, were he to get a fo llow ing , 
would do a great service to fascism. 
He is t ry in g  to  get the Jew to vo lun­
ta r ily  p in  upon h im se lf the ye llow  s ta r 
of David w h ich H it le r  is  t ry in g  to force 
upon him . He is t ry in g  to get h im  to 
subm it when he should stand up and. 
fight.

T he  Russian R e v o lu tio n
There is no single reference in  the 

a rtic le  of M ayer or h is  c r it ic  Hook to 
the Russian revo lu tion . And ye t th a t 
g reat movement of libe ra tion  is very  ger­
mane to the discussion. How can any­
one consider tho Jew ish problem  and 
the problem of na tiona l m in o ritie s  in  
general in  th is  day and age w ith o u t a 
m ention o f the country where th is  prob­
lem was once most acute —  the country 
o f  pogrom s and the “ B lack Hundreds,”  
the forerunners o f the -fascists whose 
slogan was “ K i l l  the Jews and save 
Russia.”  Doesn’t  the Russian Revolu­
tio n  suggest an answer to the Jewish 
problem?

M ayer th in ks  tha t “ The Jew w i l l  be 
saved when ho saves his own soul.”  B u t 
w ha t w i l l  save the w orker?  E very 
w orker, black, w h ite , Jew, Catholic. 
P rotestant —  w hat w i l l  save th e ir  
standard of liv in g , th e ir  dem ocratic 
r ig h ts , th e ir  trades unions, th e ir  p a r­
ties? The fascists are pushing  the Jew 
away from  the G entile fo r  th e ir  own 
purposes. M r. M ayer is p u llin g  the 
Jew away from  the Geutile, m ay we 
ask fo r  w hat purpose? There seenjs 
to he a d iv is io n  o f labor there.

As fo r us, the Russian Revolu tion is 
a good enough model fo r the so lu tion 
of tho problem of na tiona l m inorities . 
In  fac t, i t  is so good, th a t a ll the years 
o f S ta lin is t d is to rtion s  and abom ina­
tions haven’t undone the basic job ac­
complished by the October Revolution. 
And i f  M ayer ever lias the reporte r’s 
assignm ent of covering our po litica l 
p a rty  ra th e r than some exclusive Palm 
Beach club, he w i l l  find th a t the re la ­
tions between Jew and Gentile, black 
and w h ite  hear even today the char­
acte ris tics of the free society of to ­
m orrow.

Auto Workers On 
Guard Over War 
Pay-Cut Issue

(Continued from  page 1)

our members are f ig h t in g  abroad.

We m ust p ro tec t th e ir  r ig h ts  a t 
home. On the W est Coast we 
have declared ou r w illingness to 
w o rk  fo r  ju s t l iv in g  expenses i f  
the m anagem ent g ive up p ro fits . 
B u t they  w on ’t  g ive  up any o f 
th e ir  p ro fits .”

“ These men are de libera te ly  
m islead ing us —  Congress w on ’t  
t re a t us any be tte r, no m a tte r 
w h a t we g ive  up .”

T H E  PRO G RAM  A D O P TE D
The “ eq ua lity  o f sac rifice ”  

p rog ram  re flected m any o f the 
demands o f the ra n k  and f i le  
w orkers. I t  called fo r ;  an end to 
a ll w a r p ro fite e rin g , and a 3 per 
cent p ro f i t  ce ilin g ; no w a r m il­
liona ires; stop r is in g  costs; dem­
ocra tic  con tro l o f ra tio n in g  o f 
ava ilab le  consumers goods; the 
ad justm ent o f wages to  m eet the 
increased l iv in g  costs and to  in ­
sure a decent standard o f  l iv in g ; 
secu rity  fo r  dependents o f those 
in  the armed services; a m ora­
to riu m  on debts fo r  those unem ­
ployed th rou gh  conversion o f in ­
d u s try  and o f a ll debts o f those 
in the arm ed forces; g re a te r la ­
bor p a rtic ip a tio n  in  the w a r p ro ­
duction agencies; p lann ing  fo r  
post-w ar ad justm ents.

The convention w il l  continue 
and conclude today.

N e x t week’s M IL IT A N T  w i l l  
contain an eye-w itness re p o rt 
and an analysis o f the proceed­
ings o f both days o f the  con­
vention.

Don't Miss The
A CASE FOR THE FBI?
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The New York School 
O f Social Science

announces

a new series o f  lec tu res

W E D N E S D A Y S  
7:45 P. M .

F R ID A Y S  
7:45 P. M .

The History of American The Progress of American
Culture

W M . F. W A R D E  

8:55 P. M .

The Wave of Revolution, 
1917-1923 

F E L IX  M ORROW

T rotskyism 
JA M E S  P. C A N N O N  

8:55 P. M .

Modern American 
Capitalism 

C. C H A R LE S

25c fo r  s ing le  lec tu res  A ll  classes he ld  at

L A B O R  T E M P L E  

242 East 14th Street, New Yor%
A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A

B y JO H N  CO R B E TT
As part of its "evidence” 

against the 28 defendants in die 
iMinneapolis “ sedition”  case, 
the FBI offered the book New 
Ways of War by Tom W in- 
tringham. This book was not 
written by a Trotskyist. Far 
from  it .  B u t the press o f the 
S ocia lis t W orkers P a rty  had com­
m itted  the “ c rim e ”  o f rev iew ing  
th is  book fo r  the benefit o f trade 
un ion is ts  in terested in estab lish­
ing  m il ita ry  tra in in g  a t govern­
m ent expense b u t under trado 
union con tro l, and so the book 
its e lf  was subm itted  as “ ev id­
ence.”

I t  now appears, however, th a t 
those who advocate the views o f 
T ro tsky ism  are no t the on ly ones 
who have found th is  book o f in ­
terest. The M arch 1942 issue o f 
In fa n try  Journa l, a m on th ly  m il i­
ta ry  m agazine, in ad ve rtis ing  a 
new hook on g u e rr illa  w a rfa re , 
announces as an added a ttra c ­
tion  th a t i t  carries a “ forew ord 
by Tom W in trin g h a m , au tho r o f 
New W ays o f W ar.”  On page 70 
an ed ito ria l speaks o f “ such ex­
ce llen t volumes as New W ays o f 
W ar by Tom W in t r in g h a m . . . ”  
And upon s t i l l  another page the 
magazine even carries  an adver­
tisem ent fo r  th is  “ subversive”  
book its e lf. F o r 25 cents you can 
obta in  New W ays o f W ar by o r­
de ring  “ fro m  you r Post Exchange 
o r d ire c t fro m  the In fa n try  J o u r­
nal, Inc .”  a t 1115 Seventeenth 
St., N . W., W ashington, D. C. 
(You can also ge t i t  th rough  
Pioneer Publishers, 116 U n iv e r­
s ity  PI., New Y o rk— J.C.)

Since In fa n try  Journa l is  qu ite , 
de fin ite ly  ou t to in fluence the 
th in k in g  o f the arm ed forces 
w hethe r fo r  good o r bad, th is  
case would seem to ca ll fo r  in ­
vestiga tion  by the F B I.

To secure his evidence and

make an open and shu t case as 
he attem pted in M inneapolis, wc 
suggest th a t M r. B iddle e ither 
im m ed ia te ly  drop a m oney order 
fo r  25 cents in the m a il box ask­
in g  th is  subversive o u tfit  fo r  a 
copy o f th is  p a rtic u la r piece o f 
subversive lite ra tu re , or, i f  he 
pre fe rs  the m elodram atic  touch 
used in the notorious M inneapolis 
wise, le t  M r. B iddle ro l l up a 
tru c k  to  the W ashington office 
o f In fa n try  Jou rna l, ra id  th e ir  
book shelves, and a rre s t en masse 
the whole group o f h igh  ran k in g  
a rm y  officers who a rc  pedd ling 
th is  subversive lite ra tu re  to  the 
A m erican arm ed forces.

We ra th e r th in k , however, th a t 
! M r. B iddle, true  lib e ra l and 
dem ocrat th a t he is, w i l l  p re fe r 
to ca ll up these generals on the  
phone and te ll them  fo r  God’s 
sake to q u it  ad ve rtis ing  th is  p a r­
tic u la r  book u n t il he gets those 
T ro ts k y is t defendants sa fe ly  be­
hind bars.

Harlem Meeting 
To Discuss War 
And Negro People

The tim e ly  subject of The Ne­
gro and tho Second W orld  W ar 
w il l  be dealt w ith  by colored and 
w h ite  speakers a t the next meet­
in g  of the H arlem  W orkers Club, 
72 W est 125th Street, on F riday, 
A p r i l  10, 8:45 P. M.

B il l Bran, a noted New Jersey 
Negro leader, and L y d ia  Beidei, 
of the s ta ff of T H E  M IL IT A N T , 
w i l l  present the subject, w h ich  
w i l l  be discussed from  the floo r 
fo llo w in g  th e ir  speeches. A  social 
and refreshm ents w i l l  fo llow  the 
meeting. Adm ission w i l l  he free 
and everyone Interested in  th is  
v ita l subject is  in v ite d  to attend.


