
Steel Union Holds Constitutional Convention
<t>-

Wage Raises, Union Shop Are 
Key Issues Facing The SWOC
Delegates to Adopt a Wage Policy to Lay 
Basis for Negotiating Future Agreements

The eyes o f a ll Am erican labo r w ill be fixed  th is  
week on the firs t cons titu tiona l convention o f the 
Steel W orkers  O rganiz ing Com m ittee, CIO , to  be 
he ld  in  Cleveland, O hio , May 19-22. F rom  th is  con­
vention , the steel w orkers ’ m igh ty  organ ization w il l  
emerge as a fu ll-fled ged  in te rna tiona l un ion  w ith  its 
own constitution and elected officers. Since its formation in 
June, 1936, the SWOC has been directed by a committee ap­
pointed by the CIO.

As stated in the official convention call, the convention is 
being held "fo r the purposes of adopting a constitution; pro­
viding for the election of officers;-adopting a wage policy to
provide the basis fo r negotia ting 2>-------------------------------------------------------
fu tu re  wage agreements; and to 
make plans fo r the fu tu re  which 
w ill lead to complete organiz ing
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of the en tire  steel in du s try  in  
the U n ited States and Canada, 
and to consider such other m at­
ters as may serve the best in ­
terests of the organization and 
its  members.”

The three issues wh ich are up­
permost in  the m inds of the steel 
workers, and which they hope w ill 
be the cen tra l concern of the 
convention de liberations, are; 1. 
the demand fo r a dollar-a-day gen­
era l wage increase to offset past 
price rises; 2. the demand fo r 
genuine union security  in the 
fo rm  o f the un ion shop; 3. the 
adoption o f a cons titu tion  which 
w i l l  ensure the  fu lle s t un ion de­
mocracy.

N E E D  FO R T H E  
W A G E  R A IS E S

There is no disagreement w ith ­
in  the ranks o r the leadership of 
the SWOC about the im perative 
need fo r a substantia l general 
wage increase. B u t the conven­
tio n  faces the task of elaborating 
end p u ttin g  in to  m otion an ef­
fective program  to w in  the steel 
•workers’ wage demands. T h a t pro 
gram w ill have to take in to  ac­
count the im posing and powerfu l 
forces s tr iv in g  to block any wage 
increases in steel, and throughout 
a ll industry .

The big  corporations, led by the 
steel barons, have been conduct­
in g  a fu rio us  campaign to  freeze 
wages. W ith  the aid of th e ir  Con­
gressional agents and through 
th e ir  contro lled press, they are 
exe rting  te rr if ic  pressure on the 
a d m in is tra tion  and the W ar La- 
bor Board to deny the jus tified  
demands of the steel workers.

The ad m in is tra tion  has already 
responded by in it ia t in g  a “ wage 
s ta b iliza tio n ”  program , whose ob­
v ious objective is to re s tr ic t  wage 
increases th rough  the actions of 
the  W LB. T ha t the u ltim a te  aim  
is  wage freezing, w hether “ vo lun­
ta ry ”  o r by leg is la tive  compulsion, 
is  shown by Roosevelt's demon­
s tra tive  in te rven tion  in  the na­
tio n a l sh ipyard wage negotiation 
conference last week, when he 
stated th a t the wage raises pro­
vided by ex is ting  contracts are 
“ irreconcilab le  w ith  the na tiona l 
po licy.”

There is no ju s tified  basis fo r 
expecting, therefore, th a t the ad­
m in is tra tio n  w ill support the 
steel w orkers ’ demands fo r a dol- 
lar-a-day general raise. On the 
con tra ry , the on ly  way in  which 
the  steel w orkers can ensure the 
w in n in g  o f th e ir  wage demands 
is  through, a m il ita n t  nation-w ide 
campaign dem onstra ting th e ir  
readiness to figh t in  defense of 
th e ir  l iv in g  standards.

U N IO N  LE A D E R S  A N D  
T H E  A D M IN IS T R A T IO N

There is no doubt th a t the wage 
issue w i l l  weigh heav ily  on the 
m inds o f SWOC C hairm an P h ilip  
M u rra y  and the o ther steel union 
leaders a t the convention. They 
cannot fa il to recognize that, a 
fa ilu re  to w in  a. sa tis fac to ry  up­
w ard ad justm ent o f steel wages 
o r the im pos ition  of wage freezing 
w i l l  constitu te  a rea l danger to 
un ion s ta b ility  and the fu tu re  
grow th o f the steel un ion. U nor­
ganized, w orkers are no t lik e ly  to 
jo in  a un ion w h ich  offers l i t t le  
prospect of w in n in g  bette r wages. 
The newer and less union-consci­
ous elements in  the unions may f 
tend to become inactive  and cease 
paying dues i f  they cannot get 
some tangib le  benefits from  union 
membership, p a rtic u la r ly  in the 
m a tte r o f wages.

Up to now, the po licy o f the 
trade  un ion leadership in  general, 
in c lu d in g  the  SWOC. has been to 
re tre a t ra th e r than res is t the de

lead to an inev itab le  break w ith  
Roosevelt.

The steel w o rke rs ’ convention 
should rea ffirm  in  no uncerta in 
term s the de term ination  o f the 
steel workers to w in  th e ir  just 
wage demands, and adopt a defi­
n ite  program  of action to m ob il­
ize the fu l l  streng th  and energies 
o f un ion fo r  an a ll-o u t cam paign 
to secure the dollar-a-day raise. 
Such a program  w i l l  include spe­
c ifica lly  the re ten tion  of the r ig h t 
to s tr ike , labor's most pow erfu l 
barga in ing weapon, and w il l  re­
je c t the po licy pursued up to now 
of p lacing dependence solely on 
the W LB  and Roosevelt to protect 
the in terests of the workers.

T H E  U N IO N  SHOP
Side by side w ith  the wage is­

sue, a lthough i t  is  not a substi­
tu te  fo r more wages and better 
w o rk ing  conditions, goes the issue 
of the un ion shop. In  no in du s try  
is un ion secu rity  such a. v ita l 
question as in  steel, the centra l 
stronghold o f the open shop in  
Am erica.

Tbo steel corporations have a l­
ways constituted the spearhead of 
open-shop force in  A m erica . U.S. 
Steel, by its  ten m onths defiance 
of the governm ent’s “ maintenance 
of m em bership”  ru lin g  in  the Fed­
eral* S h ipbu ild ing  case, and Beth­
lehem Steel, by its  uncom prom is­
in g  liold-out. d u rin g  the West 
Coast sh ipyard s tr ik e  las t fa ll, 
both demonstrate the character of 
the resistance w hich the steel cor­
porations, backed by a ll the other 
big monopolies, w i l l  make against 
the union shop. The corpora tion- 
dom inated Congress also can be 
expected to heed its  master's voice 
and figh t against the  un ion shop 
in steel.

Recent developments in the 
steel organ iz ing  d rive  have shown 
w ha t the companies can do i f  the 
SWOC does not have a union 
shop. The companies have not 
ceased th e ir  attem pts to in t im i­
date the workers, discourage un­
ion membership and d is rup t the 
unions. They have been p a rtic u l­
a r ly  e ffective in  L it t le  Steel, 
where as a resu lt o f company tac­
tics there has been a noticeable 
decline in un ion membership. In  
B ig  Steel the corpora tion is be­
g inn ing  to res is t un ion recogni­
tion , dem anding tha t- the  unions 
prove th e ir  r ig h t  to represent the 
workers, etc.

A t  several large U. S. Steel 
plants, the un ion has been chal­
lenged. When the locals have 
proved by a show of membership 
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LIVING STANDARDS TO SINK 
T 0  1932 LEVEL- HENDERSON
This is The Answer To 
‘The Story Of Carboloy'

$ -

<•>

Exposing Lies Spread by General Electric 
In Full-Page Ads Throughout the Land

By W A L T E R  F R E E M A N

This is the story of Carboloy. This is the story that General 
Electric tried to whitewash by fu ll page ads in over 120 lead­
ing newspapers throughout the country. These are the true 
facts which those ads tried to cover up with big, black type 
screaming a flagrant lie, headed, “ This Is the Story of Carbo­
loy.”

You could scarcely miss reading those lies, bought at so 
many hundreds of dollars per column of advertising space. 
What you probably missed were the tiny  buried items which 
the  c a p ita lis t press carried  about i>
the rea l s to ry  o f tungsten ca r­
bide (w h ich GE tradenam ed C ar­
bo loy).

G E ’s ads fo llow ed the disclos­
ures la s t m onth by John Lew in , 
special ass is tan t to  the A tto rn e y  
General, before the Senate P a t­
en t Com m ittee. L e w in ’s te s ti­
m ony, based on docum entary e v i­
dence obtained fo r  a governm ent 
a n t i- tru s t  prosecution, revealed 
the deta ils  o f G E ’s patent-pool 
conspiracy w ith  K rupp , the Nazi 
steel and m un itions  tru s t. T h ru  
th is  conspiracy, GE was able to 
re ta in  the Am erican m onopoly on 
tungsten carbide, cheapest, ha rd ­
est and fin e s t a llo y  fo r  machine 
too l c u tt in g  edges.

Through its  patents monopoly, 
GE de libera te ly  blocked the p ro ­
duction o f tungsten carbide. I t  
fixed the price so h igh  as to  
m ake i t  inaccessible to  o ther com­
panies. And i t  agreed to  pay ro y ­
a lties  to  K ru p p  on a ll Am erican 
production, inc lud ing  w a r produc­
tion .

As Le w in  sta ted a t the A p r i l 
hearing  before the Senate com­
m ittee ;

"O u r present drastic, shortage 
o f th is  m a te ria l (tungsten  ca r­
b ide) is notorious. I t  has consti­
tu ted one o f the p rinc ip a l bo ttle -

ODELL WALLER WINS 
A STAY OF EXECUTION
U.S. Supreme Court Is 
Again Petitioned to 
Act On Negro's Case

A month's stay of execution, 
to June 19, has been granted 
to Odell Waller, Negro share­
cropper, by Governor C. W. 
Darden of Virginia. The stay 
was obtained to permit present­
ation to the United States Su­
preme Court of a petition for 
rehearing by Waller’s attorney, 
John F. F in e rty , ac tin g  fo r  the 
W orkers  Defense League. On 
M ay 4 the Supreme C ourt, w i th ­
ou t op in ion had rofused to  re ­
v iew  the case.

W a lle r was sentenced to  death 
in 1940 fo r  the  seif-defense k i l l ­
ing  o f his w h ite  fa rm e r land- 

mands w h ich  the a d m in is tra tion  ^or<J ’n a d ispute over crop shares 
and the employers have been mak-1 w h ich were due the W a lle r fa m ­
ing . Tho r ig h t  to s tr ik e , doub le -* 1 2 3 * * * * * Tv. W orkers  Defense League
tim e  pay fo r  week-end and h o li­
day w o rk  and union opposition to 
the speedup were surrendered by 
tho un ion leaders w ith o u t a s trug ­
gle. They have supported the ad­
m in is tra tio n  policies a ll down the 
lino . The wage issue is serving 
to  underline  the  con trad ic tions of 
th e ir  po licy. They are compelled 
to choose between continued sup­
p o rt o f the ad m in is tra tion , o r a 
s trong  stand in  defense o f the 
w o rkers ’ in terests w h ich  would

W orkers
a tto rneys appealed the case on 
the grounds th a t W a lle r had no t 
received a t r ia l  by a ju r y  o f his 
peers, and presented a ffid a v its  
show ing th a t non-payers o f the 
po ll ta x  were sys tem atica lly  
barred fro m  ju r y  lis ts  in P i t t ­
sy lvania County, Va. The a ffid a ­
v its  fu r th e r  showed th a t over 80 
per cent o f the popu lation o f the 
coun ty  were unable to  pay p o ll 
ta x  and were thereby barred fro m  
se rv ing  on ju ries .

In  com m enting on the case, 
A shley L . T o tte n , in te rna tiona l 
secre ta ry-treasu re r o f the  B ro th ­
erhood o f S leeping C ar Porters, 
A F L , declared:

“ I  am astounded a t the fa ilu re  
o f the. h igh  co u rt to  rev iew  Odell 
W a lle r ’s case. I t  is the con tinu ­
i t y  o f lack o f concern fo r  N egro  
r ig h ts  by A m erican courts  and 
o t h e r  governm enta l agencies 
w h ich is causing apa thy  in  the 
m inds o f Negroes tow a rd  the  w a r 
fo r  democracy abroad.

"O u r en tire  in te rn a tio n a l un ion 
is ve ry  much concerned th a t the 
r ig h t  o f a poor m an to  a  t r ia l  
by h is economic peers be estab­
lished by  the U n ited  States Su­
prem e C ourt, and we pledge the 
wholehearted suppo rt o f ou r o r­
gan iza tion  to  save tho li fe  o f 
Ode:l W a lle r. The f ig h t  to  save 
W a lle r ’s li fe  is the f ig h t  o f a ll 
poor people, Negroes and w hites, 
fo r  equal ju s tice .”

O ther organ izations besides the 
B rotherhood o f Sleeping C ar P o r­
te rs w h ich are active in  the fig h t 
to save W a lle r include the N a ­
tio n a l Association fo r  the A d ­
vancem ent o f Colored People and 
the A m erican C iv il L ibe rties  
U n ion.

See e d ito r ia l on “ Odell W a lle r 
and the Supreme C ourt”  on Page 
4 o f th is  issue.

necks in  our present production 
program .”

GE hastened to  dispute th is , 
no t under oath in  c o u rt o r before 
a governm ent com m ittee, b u t in 
bought ad ve rtis ing  space.
G E’S L IE S  N A IL E D

On M ay 8, Lew in , supported 
by L . G era ld ' F ir th ,  who is the 
P resident o f F ir th -S te r lin g  Steel 
Company, a GE tungsten carbide 
licensee, took the ad a p a rt before 
the Senate Patents Com m ittee. 
Here are how the m ost im p o rta n t 
o f G E ’s statem ents stack up 
aga inst the unassailable facts, re ­
vealed by its  own file s , documents 
and records. The quotations fro m  
the ad are in  ita lics .

GE a l ib i :  “ Carboloy is  used in  
sm all qu a n titie s ; i t  i& d iff ic u lt to 
make and d iff ic u lt  to use —  but 
i t  has never been scarce in  mod­
ern times. There is no scarc ity  
now.”

The fa c ts : German production 
o f tungsten carbide has been 20 
tim es g rea te r than  th a t in  the 
U n ited  States. Y e t, as a le tte r  
w r itte n  ten years ago and found 
in  the G E file s  discloses: “ I t  is 
ju s t about as com plicated as m ak­
ing  a good grade o f concrete fo r  
a sidewalk.”  And F ir th  te s tif ie d : 
“ Once you know how, i t  is  s im ­
p le r than  steel m aking .”

Tungsten carbide was and is 
scarce. W hy? “ A  la rge  num ber 
o f f irm s  never used i t , u n t i l  the 
present emergency, because o f the 
price.”  ( F ir th ’s tes tim ony)

GE a l ib i :  “ Cemented carbide 
was invented in  Germ any  —  i t  
belonged to K rupp  of Germany, 
and th is  made a ll the rest of the 
w o rld  K rupp 's  customer.”

The fa c ts : G E in  A m erica  had 
its  own o r ig in a l and exclusive 
patents held th rou gh  Carboloy 
Co., Inc., a G E subsid iary. I t  
entered the pa tent pool agree­
ment w ith  K ru p p  on ly  to  
s treng then its  ow n monopoly, and 
make i t  m o r l d if f ic u lt  fo r  sm all­
e r Am erican f irm s  to  challenge 
G E’s m onopoly o f the  tungsten 
carbide process by pa ten t l i t ig a ­
tions.

Lew in  te s tif ie d : “ I  re fe r the 
Com m ittee again to  exh ib its  Nos. 
67, 77, 78 and 79 (G E ’s own 
documents) in  w h ich i t  was s ta ­
ted again and again by a num ber 
o f General E le c tr ic  representa­
tives th a t the developments o f 
General E le c tr ic  could have been 
com m ercialized independently o f 
the German p roduc t and w ith o u t 
any c o n flic t o f pa tents.”

GE a l ib i :  “ For im m ediate use 
Tn. its  own plants and fo r  easier 
a v a ila b ility  to others, General 
E le c tric  undertook: the long and 
arduous negotiations fo r  the 
Am erican rig h ts .”

The fa c ts : The “ long and a rdu­
ous nego tia tions”  were conclud­
ed in  1928, a fte r  which the  price 
shot up from  $48 a pound to  as 
high as $453 a pound, and never 
low er than $200 u n t il an a n ti­
t ru s t  s u it was s ta rted  ( s t i l l  in  
progress), when the price  d rop­
ped suddenly to  $48 e a rly  th is  
year.

A  le tte r  fro m  the GE file s ,

w r itte n  ten years ago, suggested 
th a t since the cost o f producing 
tungsten carbide was $6.25 a 
pound, a “ fa ir  p rice ”  fo r  i t  w ould 
be about $50. G E  also in fo rm ed 
K rupp , a t the tim e  i t  f i r s t  en­
tered the conspiracy, th a t i t  de­
sired to  l im it  Am erican licensees 
“ to ■ a sm all num ber, p re fe rab ly  
n o t more than tw o .”  A nd  th a t ’s 
a ll the re  are today.

GE a l ib i :  “ L im ite d  rig h ts  ( fo r  
GE) were obtained in  1928 w ith  
K rupp  con tinu ing  to export the 
■material to its  U n ited States cus­
tomers, a business w h ich  lan­
guished, however, as General 
E le c tric  pa ins tak ing ly  developed 
its  own Carboloy technique. This  
paved the way fo r  General Elec­
tric, to make the U n ited States 
en tire ly  independent o f Germany 
fo r  Us cemented tungsten-carbide 
supply as early  as 1986.”

The fac ts : Even K ru p p  found 
cause to  com pla in aga inst G E ’s 
price f ix in g ,  wh ich destroyed 
K ru p p ’s own A m erican m arke t. 
I ts  business “ languished” , as 
K ru p p  w ro te  to  GE, because the 
prices fixe d  by GE “ m ust be con­
sidered as ille g a l usury.”

N A Z I G IV E N  V E T O  PO W ER
As fo r  m ak ing  th is  cou n try  in ­

dependent o f N azi G erm any fo r  
its  tungsten carbide in  1936, th a t 
was the year when GE f in a lly  
took over a ll K ru p p ’s A m erican 
m arkets, by agree ing to  pay in ­
creased roya ltie s  to  the Nazi 
t ru s t  and to  exp o rt no tungsten 
carbide, and by ‘‘ the con fe rrin g  
upon K ru p p  o f the  veto power 
over who could th e re a fte r be­
come A m erican m anu fac tu re rs .”  
(L e w in ’s tes tim on y).

In  fac t, d u rin g  1938, a t the 
(Continued on page 4)

Two Trotskyist 
Leaders Escape 
From Ceylon Jail
They Were 'Interned' 
By British Officials 
At Beginning of W ar

Two Trotskyist leaders of the 
Ceylon masses, imprisoned by 
the British at the beginning of 
the war, have escaped, accord­
ing to a British radio-alarm 
broadcast about March 25, 
which was heard by American 
sailors in  F a r E aste rn  waters.

The tw o  are P ere ira  and D r. 
Gunawardine, leaders o f the fa ­
mous Lanka  Sama Sam aja P a r­
ty  (Ceylon Socia lis t P a r ty ) ,  sec­
tio n  o f the F ou rth  In te rn a tion a l.

In  1939 P ere ira  and G unaw ar­
dine, leaders o f m any s tr ik e  
s tragg les o f tho  w orkers  and 
peasants, were elected to  the 
Ceylon S tate Council. In  im p ris ­
on ing them  the B r it is h  v io la ted 
th e ir  p a rlia m e n ta ry  im m u n ity . 
Recently the Lanka  Sama Sama­
ja , a lready driven  underground 
in actua i fac t, was fo rm a lly  o u t­
lawed by the B r it is h  G overnor- 
General.

Despite the  im p e ria lis t rep res­
sions, the p a r ty  continues its  ac­
t iv it ie s  and g ro w th . I t  is  now 
p a r tic u la r ly  s trong  among the 
South Ind ians (Tam ilese) who 
are im ported to  w o rk  tho  Ceylon­
ese p lan ta tions, and who fo rm  a 
d irec t connection between Ceylon 
and In d ia ’s masses.

There is a danger th a t  the an ­
nouncement o f th e ir  escape m ay 
be fo llow ed by a B r it is h  an­
nouncement th a t they were “ shot 
w h ile  t r y in g  to  escape”  —  the  
old t r ic k  o f “ u n o ffic ia l”  execu­
tion  o f revo lu tion is ts .

Advocates Plan 
To M ake Masses 
Pay Cost O f  W ar
Price Chief Opposes General Wage Raises; 
Wants "Drastic" Taxes On Lowest Incomes

“ In  the next twelve to  fiftee n  m onths we w il l  get 
a c iv ilia n  standard o f Living equ iva lent to  1932, 
w h ich  was the lowest o f a ll lows d u rin g  the depres- 
s ion.”

Tha t is the im m edia te  fu tu re  fo r  the masses o f 
A m erican people, as forecast on May 7 by Leon Hen­
derson, Price Administrator and a leading administration 
spokesman.

In other words, the administration’s program for financing 
the war is to pay for it out o f the liv ing standards o f the work­
ers and low income earners.

The masses are to get a drastic reduction in the necessities
o f life , food, c lo th in g , etc. In  th e ® -
li te ra l sense, th e ir  flesh  and blood 
is to pay the. w a r b i ll.  A nd th is  is 
happening a t the very tim e  when 
the financiers and indus tria lis ts , 
are m aking p ro fits , no t on the 
1932 level, but g rea te r than in  
the peak year o f 1929.

FO U R  P O IN T  PRO G RAM
How* the governm ent plans to  

impose the burden o f w a r costs 
on those least able to  pay, was 
elaborated on M ay 11 by H en­
derson before the  House W ays 
and Means Com m ittee. The m e th ­
ods advocated b y  Henderson are 
those a lw ays employed by tho  
c a p ita lis t na tions to  finance th e ir  
wars.

H is  p rog ram  calls fo r  the  re ­
duction o f mass pu rchasing pow-

Union-Busting Moves Blocked 
By United Front Of Seamen
Maritime Unions Win Guarantee Protecting 
Union Hiring Halls and Existing Contracts

A united front of all seafaring unions of the unlicensed 
personnel, w ithxhe exception of the Stalinist-led National M ari­
time Union, last week withstood the fu ll force of the shipown- 
er-government-Communist Party union-wrecking drive. The 
united front won sufficient safeguards to assure, for the time 
being, the continuance of existing union contract conditions 
and union secu rity  aboard A m er-i>
ican flag  m erchant ships. A t  the 
same tim e, however, the operators 
and governm ent made fu rth e r 
headway In w h it t l in g  down the 
r ig h ts  and cond itions o f the m ar­
itim e  workers.

In  a ‘S tatem ent o f P o licy ’ s ign ­
ed by the unions and the W ar 
Shipp ing A dm in is tra tion , a bu­
reau of the M aritim e  Commission, 
the m aritim e  w orkers received 
the guarantee th a t the un ion  h i r ­
in g  ha lls would be protected aud 
th a t ex is ting  contract« would be 
respected by the government. 
T h is  “ Statem ent o f P o licy”  is to 
be b ind ing  fo r the du ra tion  of 
the war.

The securing of these safe­
guards, however inadequate they 
may prove to  be. in  the long run, 
is an Im m ediate and im p o rtan t 
ga in fo r the unions in  th e ir  life - 
and-death strugg le against the 
shipowners and the government. 
To w in  these gains, the unions 
had to w iths tand the strongest 
offensive yet th row n against 
them, com bin ing the fu l l  power 
o f the government, employers and 
the treacherous S ta lin is t un ion 
leaders.
IM P O R T A N T  U N IT E D  F R O N T

Large ly  responsible fo r  th is

successful defense of un ion secur­
ity  and contracts was the un ited 
fro n t  o f the unlicensed m aritim e  
unions, w h ich  banded together a- 
ga inst the un ion-busting drive. 
T h is  un ited  f ro n t included the 
Seafarers In te rn a tio n a l Union, 
A F L ; the Sailors Union of the 
Pacific, A F L ; the M arine Cooks 
and Stewards, CIO; and the Ma­
rin e  F irem en, .Oilers, W atertend- 
ers and W ipers, unaffilia ted .

For weeks, the m aritim e  un­
ions have been threatened by the 
governm ent agencies w ith  d ire  re ­
pressions. The an ti-un ion  d rive  
was led o ff  several weeks ago by 
Sec’y  o f the N a vy  K nox, who 
le t i t  be known tha t he  was "s tu ­
dy ing ”  a plan to in du c t a ll m er­
chant seamen in to  the Navy, on 
Navy pay and under Navy d isc i­
p line. This, of course, would have 
meaut the complete and im m edi­
ate smashing of the unions.

The unions were aroused to 
b itte r oppositiou. A tte rap lin g  a 
squeeze play against the unions', 
the governm ent, through the W ar 
Shipp ing A dm in is tra tion , then 
came fo rth  w ith  a d iffe re n t plan, 
w h ich  gave lip  service to union 
security, w h ile  ac tu a lly  a im ing  at 
destroying the unions. The WSA

proposal would have smashed the 
system o f un ion h ir in g  halls, the 
m aritim e  equivalent of the union 
shop, and would have given the 
governm ent power to disregard 
ex is ting  un ion con tract provisions 
covering wages and w o rk ing  con­
ditions.

T H E  N M U  P L A N

Support fo r  the basic princ ip les 
of th is  un ion-busting p lan was 
given by the S ta lin is t leaders of 
the N a tiona l M a ritim e  Union, who 
came fo rth  a t th is  m om ent .w ith 
a set o f proposals pa ra lle ling  in  
a ll Im po rta n t respects those of 
the M aritim e  Commission. They 
proposed to e lim ina te  the un ion 
h ir in g  ha lls  by p lacing the h ir in g  
of seamen in  the hands o f special 
governm ent boards. They wanted 
to  g ive the governm ent power to 
disregard any un ion con tract pro 
v is ions ."which, In te rfe re d  w ith  
the w ar e ffo rt,”  an open in v lta  
tio n  to the ship owner-dominated 
M aritim e  Commission to  v io la te  
tho un ion contracts. 'The S ta lin ­
is t plan w ent even fu rth e r than 
the governm ent’s, ca llin g  on the 
government, to fire  “ d is loya l ele­
m ents," meaning, in  pa rticu la r, 
union m ilita n ts  who dare to de­
fend tho Interests of the workers.

Only the un ited fro n t o f the un­
licensed men’s unions, and th e ir  
correct understand ing th a t con ti­
nuance of the union h ir in g  ha lls 
aud the in v io la b ility  of union 
contracts is v ita l to the ve ry  ex 
istence o f the unions, enabled the 
unions to block fo r  the tim e be- 

(Continued on page 4)

e r th rou gh  the fo llo w in g  means:
1. F ix in g  wages in  general a t 

th e ir  present level, th a t is, gen­
era l wage freez ing  th rou gh  the 
action o f the  W ar Labo r Board.

2. La rge  scale governm ent 
“ bo rro w in g ”  fro m  c u rre n t in ­
come o f the wage earners, and, 
i f  i t  cannot be achieved by  “ vo­
lu n ta ry ”  measures, then the in ­
s t itu t io n  o f a system o f com pul­
sory “ savings.”

3. S ha rp ly  increasing the  in ­
come ta x  ra tes in  the lowest 
brackets, and fu r th e r  reducing 
the exem ption on the  low est in ­
comes, to  exact “ even m ore 
d ra s tic ”  taxes than the  harsh 
measures proposed b y 'th e  Treas­
u ry  D epartm ent.

A  fo u rth  method, w h ich  H en­
derson did n o t m ention before the 
com m ittee, bu t w h ich the govern­
m ent has a lready employed, is 
so-called “ m oderate”  in fla tio n .

OPPOSES G E N E R A L  
W A G E  IN C R E A S E S

In  a subsequent press s ta te ­
ment, the fo llo w in g  day, Hender­
son sought to “ c la r ify ”  h is ideas 
on wages g iven to  the House 
com m ittee. “ I t  is essentia l. . . 
th a t wages be stab ilized and th a t  
general wage increases be avo id­
ed. . .  I  oppose general increases 
in  the level o f  wages.”

Henderson tr ie d  to  deny th a t 
he is advocating actua l wage 
freez ing  by s ta tin g  th a t he 
tho ugh t “ sub-standard”  wage le v ­
els should be raised. However, 
he d id  no t de fine “ sub-stand­
ard ,”  no r suggest how and when 
these raises are to  be given. 
Does he propose wage increases 
fo r  the  more than  50 per cent o f 
wage earners m aking  less than 
$30 a week, o r even the 25 per 
cent g e ttin g  less than $20? 
Those are “ sub-standard”  wages 
according to  the governm ent’s 
own de fin ition . I t  is  obvious th a t 
the a d m in is tra tion  has no in te n ­
tions o f ¡raising the  wages o f 
over h a lf the Am erican w o rk in g  
class.

B u t i t  does intend to  prevent, 
i f  possible, increases in  the  gen­
era l wage level, wh ich means a t 
th is  time, the wages o f the  steel 
and auto w orkers, whose demands 
fo r  a do lla r-a -day general wage 
increase are now before the W a r 
Labor Board.

BO R R O W IN G  A N D  
T A X A T IO N

“ B o rro w in g ”  and forced “ sav­
ings”  arc  ju s t  another means o f 
c u tt in g  down the purchasing 
power o f the masses, on the 
prom ise th a t i t  w i l l  be re turned 
a fte r  the w ar. However, i t  m us t 
be remembered th a t the m oney 
thus “ borrowed”  goes in to  non- 

(Continued on page 2)
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Black M arket To Boost 
Cost O f Living in U. S.

Chicago May Frolic  
Nets $115 for CRDC

Bosses Will Bootleg Goods to Beat Price 
'Control' As In Great Britain and Germany

B y L A R IS S A  R E E D
The Black Market is flourishing like a scourge upon the 

masses of Europe. Now, under Roosevelt’s price-fixing and wage­
freezing program, it is about to be born in the United States.

Wherever capitalist governments have attempted to fix  
prices, alongside the open and legal market there has sprung 
up an illegal market.

Inevitably consumers’ goods which are restricted in the 
open market w ill be diverted to the Black Market where the 
prices w i l l  be uncontro lled.

W here w i l l  llTe B lack M arke t be 
found? A ll Am ericans remember
the blootlegging B lack M arke t in  
the P ro h ib itio n  era o f the 1920’s.
I t  was everywhere —  in  cellars, 
houses, stores —  Wherever you 
had the password and the money.
P ro h ib itio n  d id  not w ipe out the 
liq u o r m a rke t; its  on ly effects 
were to skyrocket the prices and 
supply the people w ith  an In ­
fe r io r  produet.

HO W  T H E  B L A C K  M A R K E T  
O P E R A TE S  IN  E N G L A N D

Craig Thompson, in  the Lon­
don Times of M arch 7, shows w hat 
has already happened in  England 
and w i l l  be repeated here. He 
states:

"The B lack M arke t is not any 
special place but everywhere; 
operations are carried  on by 
the  biggest departm ent stores 
as w ell as the sm allest shops.”

He shows the tr ic k s  and dodges 
used by the rich  to get w hat they 
want. A ll of them cost money.
“ Buy lo ts  of unrationed meats 
th a t are not wanted and get extra 
shares of the ra tioned k in d .”  Ob­
v ious ly  th is  is not. advice fo r  the 
workers, whose wages have been 
frozen under the pre text o f stab­
il iz in g  prices. Thompson points 
ou t th a t bribes are used to get 
clothes made by ta ilo rs  doing i l ­
legal business. The w orkers do 
not have enough money to pay 
fo r  the cloth, le t alone the bribes.

A lthough the B r it is h  Govern­
m ent o ffic ia lly  has ra tioned the 
most essential commodities, there 
is a f lo u ris h in g  m arke t fo r stolen 
o r fo rged ra tio n  coupons which 
can be purchased on ly  by the 
w ea lthy . Sellers o f the  coupons 
make 500% pro fit.

Last November the London  
Tim es announced tha t "P rices fo r 
horsemeat fo r  hum an consump­
tio n  have been fixed.”  The prices 
were fixed ati 20 cents per pound 
fo r  the be tte r cuts; 16 cents fo r  
cheaper cuts. The Am erican 
.workers should take w a rn ing  
from  th is, as to the k in d  and 
qua lities  of products w h ich  w i l l  | W harf, 20.000 eggs, 50.000 fowls, 
be ava ilab le .to  them on the open' 144 cartons o f tom ato puree, 
m arket. Just as in  England, I stolen fro m  a bombed warehouse, 
where steaks are being ille g a lly  20 tons o f corned beef, m illio ns  
sold a t $4.00 each, here too the ' o f razor blades. Can such steal- 
best and scarcest products w i l l  I in g  take place w ith o u t the eon- 
be available on ly  on the B lack nivance of the higher-ups?

du ty  to ca ll on everyone to figh t 
w ith  v igor in  the battle  of the 
people against the (B lack M arke t) 
parasites. Recently ind iv idu a ls  
w ith  s in is te r names have been a r­
rested fo r conducting a racket to 
raise the price of liq u o r served to 
men in  my command a t five tim es 
its  proper value.”

Nevertheless A d m ira l James’ of­
ficers s t i l l  get thé liq u o r fo r  th e ir  
cockta ils  and stengahs, evéfi 
though th e y ‘pay exo rb itan t prices. 
B lit  the w orkers ’ w ives stand in  
long que us every day a t the butch­
er shops and often go home W ith­
out even horsemeat to feed th e ir  
fam ilies. They do not have the 
money to buy w hat they need on 
the B lack M arket.

Everyone is fa m ilia r  w ith  the 
immense fortunes made by the 
big bootleggers. They remember 
the gangsterism  of th a t period, 
the h i-jack ing , plunder, m urders 
and o ffic ia l co rruption . In  the  14 
years of its  existence, i t  reached 
a po in t of organ ization and fin ­
ance w hich defied the government, 
and top bootleggers became a 
power w h ich  riva lle d  (and was 
connected w ith )  the government.

The B lack M arke t now w i l l  fa r 
ou ts tr ip  the experiences of those 
days. A lready we have the firs t 
signs —  illega l m arkets in rub ­
ber tires, sugar. Gasoline w il l  
soon fo llow . In  England today 
the B lack M arke t racket is esti­
mated at a yea rly  tu rnove r of 
£156.000,000, about $624,000,000. 
A la rge pa rt o f these goods are 
"sto len .”  The London Times of 
January 16 revealed th a t the 
the fts were on such a huge scale 
tha t the exact am ount could not 
be revealed, and tha t i t  had been 
going on fo r moVe than a year.

Large quan tities  of meats im ­
ported by the Food M in is try  
from  N o rth  and South Am erica 
and the Dom inions wfere stolen 
from  the docks by organized 
bands. A  few o f the cases brought 
to court revealed the fts  of 240 
tons of molasses from  a Thames

M arke t a t prices fa r beyond the 
pocketbooks o f the workers.

T H B  S K Y ’S T H E  L IM IT  
IN  E N G L A N D — A N D  H E R E

There is no l im it  to w h ich 
prices can soar in  the B lack M ar­
ket. In  England there is increas­
in g  a larm  th r t  lean ra tions may 
be cut s t i l l  fu r th e r  as huge quan­
tit ie s  are d iverted to the B lack 
M arket. O ffic ia l spokesmen are 
u rg in g  drastic regulations to curb 
the B lack M arket.

W hat regulations do the cap ita l­
is ts  w ish, who are themselves the 
ch ie f purchasers on the B lack 
M arket? They are ch ie fly  in ­
censed, n o t at the p i t i fu l ly  inade­
quate goods provided fo r the 
workers on the open m arkets, bu t 
a t the skyrocke ting  prices wh ich 
they themselves are forced to pay 
on the uncontro lled B lack M arket.

The London Times o f M arch 7 
carried a statem ent by A dm ira l 
James who said: " I  feel i t  is m v
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The London Times o f M arch 7 
carried a report by S ir Thomas 
Royden of the London, M id land 
and Scottish R a ilw ay, which 
handles 84% o f B r it is h  ra ilw a y  
fre ig h t, w h ich  stated th a t there 
was an "a p p a llin g " increase in  
wholesale robberies and pe tty  p i l­
fe rin g  from  ra ilw a y  cars, yards 
and warehouses —  one of the ma­
jo r  sources o f supply fo r  the 
B lack M arke t. He sta ted : "T h e fts  
are carried out on a scale impos­
sible w ith o u t organizations. These 
requ ire  the cooperation of watch­
men, goods checkers, groups 
equipped w ith  trucks, safe dumps 
fo r stolen p rope rty  and channels 
fo r  qu ick  d isposition .”  These are 
the same k inds o f o rgan izations 
wh ich operated the bootlegging 
racket in  the U. S. 
G O V E R N M E N T  "L E A K A G E ”  
TO  T H E  B L A C K  M A R K E T  

The tentacles o f the organized 
racket in  consumers’ goods reach 
d ire c tly  in to  governm ent circles, 
as is indicated by experiences in  
England. Last October the Lon­
don Evening Standard  disclosed 
th a t the food racketeers ’ “ ch ie f 
source, o f supp ly has been the 
M in is try  o f Food its e lf . ”

The paper stated th a t the M in ­
is try  adm itted there had been 
“ leakage”  in  salvaged goods, 
among them "b ig  supplies”  of con­
tro lled  foods w h ich are in  the 
greatest demand. I t  added tha t 
B lack M arke t stocks came from  
M in is try  depots where foodstuffs 
from  damaged warehouses were 
stored Stocks th a t should have 
been consumed im m edia te ly  were 
sold by the M in is try  and “ in  ma­
ny cases successful bidders have 
been firm s  and ind iv idua ls  who 
have supplied the B lack M arke t.”  

The law, in  spite of heavy fines 
and penalties, was unable to cope 
w ith  the bootlegging racket. I t  
w i l l  oe no more effective in  3top­
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p ing the B lack M arke t operations, 
now in  process or fo rm ation . T h is  
is confirmed by the experiences 
in  England. The B lack M arket 
expands and flou rishes, in  spite 
of w arn ings tha t, as in  Germany, 
the death penalty m ay be invoked 
fo r such illeg a l operations. Even 
i f  some operators are g iven th is  
extreme sentence, i t  w i l l  not do 
away w ith  the B lack M arket, fo r 
o ther operators w i l l  take th e ir  
place and find new devices to es­
cape being caught.

There are tw o measures tha t 
the workers can take to safeguard 
th e ir  in terests against the worst 
abuses of r is in g  prices and the 
B lack M a rk e t: (1) A s the  m a jo r­
ity  of consumers, the workers 
and housewives Should fo rm  com­
m ittees in  each lo c a lity  to check 
the speculators and con tro l exor­
b ita n t prices. (2) The workers 
should demand a r is in g  scale of 
wages to meet the r is in g  cost of 
liv in g .

CHICAGO, 111., May 12. — 
The “ CRDC May Frolics", 
held here last Saturday night, 
was‘one of the most successful 
affairs ever conducted by the 
Chicago branch of the C iv il 
Rights Defense Committee, A 
total of §115 was netted as a 
clear contribution toward the 
defense o f the 18 M inneapolis 
defendants. Trade union locals, 
f ra te rn a l and p o lit ic a l groups as 
w e ll as sym pathetic  ind iv idua ls, 
purchased blocks o f ticke ts  and 
in  o ther ways made possible the 
successful ga thering .

A  varied  and fa s t m oving p ro ­
g ram  held the in te re s t o f  those 
present fa r  in to  Sunday m orn ing . 
Daftcing, ta lk in g , ea ting  and 
d r in k in g  kep t a l l busy and hap­
py-

One o f the h ig h lig h ts  o f the 
p rogram  was a discussion o f some 
o f the lig h te r  aspects o f the M in ­
neapolis t r ia l  by A lb e r t  Goldman, 
ch ie f a tto rn e y  fo r  the défense. 
Goldman was no t o r ig in a lly  b ill-

ed fo r  the a f fa ir ,  b u t he recent­
ly  came to  Chicago to  collabora te 
w ith  A tto rn e y  M . J. M ye r in the 
p repa ra tion  o f b rie fs  fo r  the ap­
peal o f the case.

A no ther p a r t o f the  program , 
the movie o f "T he  M inneapolis 
S edition T r ia l” , was also ve ry  
en te rta in ing . O ther e n te rta in ­
m ent fea tu res included a m ag i­
cian, a concertina p laye r who 
came as a representa tive  o f the 
Connolly Club, and several N egro 
youngsters who had the crowd 
begging fo r  more o f th e ir  clever 
im personations and dance and 
song specialties.

Each person preser^f was given 
an, au tographed copy o f  b o th 'o f  
the t r ia l  pam phlets, "Socia lism  
On T r ia l”  by James P. Cannon, 
and " In  Defense o f Socialism ”  by 
A lb e r t  Goldman.

M any new frien ds  o f the com­
m ittee , present fo r  the f i r s t  tim e  
a t a CRDC fun c tion , expressed 
th e ir  readiness to  a ttend the next 
business m eeting  o f the  com m it­
tee and to  assist m ore d ire c tly  
w ith  the w o rk  o f the  defense.

STALINISTS ATTACK TROTSKYISTS 
FOR DEFENDING LABOR'S RIGHTS
C. P. Condemns Militant Struggles Against 
The Employers As "Traitorous Efforts"

B y P H IL IP  B L A K E
“ The present war crisis provides labor with the opportunity 

and the necessity to eliminate the Trotskyites from its ranks,”  
says tim e r Luchterhand, Chicago Stalinist finger-man, in the 
May 11 D aily  Worker.

The Stalinists think that they have the opportunity to 
launch a successful lynch campaign against the Trotskyists
now because i t  i t  usua lly  easier ¿)---------:----------------------------------------------
in  w a r tim e  than in  peace to 
arouse hys te ria  aga inst the m il i­
ta n t opponents o f c a p ita lis t op
pression and o f S ta lin is t treach­
ery. A nd Luchterhand expla ins 
" th e  necessity”  fo r  th is  lynch 
cam paign by “ exposing”  the 
" tra ito ro u s  e ffo r ts ”  o f wh ich the 
T ro tsky is ts  and a ll o the r m il i­
tan ts  in  the labo r movem ent are 
g u h ty .

“ T h e ir press, w h ich  find s  its  
w ay  to  m eetings o f Chicago 
unions in  a irc ra f t  engine p lan ts 
and elsewhere, a ttacks savagely 
the p lan o f W ar P roduction Board 
Chairm an Donald Nelson, fo r  la ­
bor-m anagem ent com m ittees, as 
a ‘disguised speed-up p lan ,’ ’’ says 
Luchterhand.

T h a t is, the S ta lin is ts  w ant to 
"e lim in a te ”  the m ilita n ts  who 
show how the labor-m anagem ent 
com m ittees are a de liberate speed 
up devise and who ca ll on the 
unions to  oppose i t  as a measure 
to  underm ine th e ir  union stand­
ards.

“ C O N S T A N T  H A R P IN G ”
Luchterhand continues w ith  h is 

"expose” :
“ The E q u a lity  o f S acrifice 

P rog ram  adopted by the  recefit 
na tiona l Em ergency Conference 
o f the U n ited  A u to  W orkers, CIO, 
is attacked as a ‘cover-up fo r  the 
un ion leaders’ re tre a t’ before 
management.

"Coupled w ith  endless attacks 
on the  leaders o f the  U A W  goes 
open s tr ik e  a g ita tio n  —  a con­
s tan t ha rp ing  on economic de­
mands, 'un ion standards,’ and the 
‘r ig h t  to s tr ike .’

"The cen tra l a im  o f th is  a g it ­
a tio n  is d is rup tive , de featis t, 
p ro -A x is . I t  is  flavo red  to s p lit 
the fo ices o f labo r and the u n ity  
o f the cou n try .”

T h a t is, the C om m unist P a rty  
says the m ilita n ts  should be 
"e lim ina te d ”  fro m  the labor move 
m ent because they opposed the 
surrender o f established overtim e 
pay ra tes fo r  Sunday and holiday 
w o rk  as a re tre a t before the  em­
ployers’ an ti- la bo r o ffens ive ; be­
cause they c r it ic iz e  the appease­
m ent po lic ies o f un ion leaders 
who do not defend the in te rests 
o f th e ir  m em bership; because 
they "open ly”  u rge the  workers 
no t to  p e rm it the bosses to  un ­
derm ine th e ir  un ion standards. 
Defense o f the  w o rkers ’ in te r ­
ests, according to  the  S ta lin is ts , 
is “ d is rup tive , de fea tis t and pro- 
A x is .”

CP D E F E N D S  M O N O P O LIE S
“ In  th e ir  e f fo r t  to  s t ir  up re ­

sentm ent and confusion am ong 
the people and to  u t iliz e  every 
case o f ju s tif ie d  d issatis faction , 
th e ir  press is f i l le d  w ith  columns 
‘ red iscovering ’ the m an ifes t fa c t 
th a t finance cap ita l engages in 
carte ls  and pa ten t deals w ith  
o ther countries.

“ In  th e ir  fundam enta l ha tred 
o f na tion a l u n ity  they neglect 
the fa c t wh ich is m ost im p o rt­
an t fo r  w in n in g  the w a r, th a t 
the la rge  corpora tions as w e ll as 
the sm all ones are a p a r t o f th is  
na tiona l u n ity . .

T h a t is, the  Com m unist P a rty  
wants certa in  papers and m aga­
zines "e lim ina te d ”  because they 
expose the  monopolies’ ac tiv itie s  
which arouse “ ju s tif ie d  d issatis ­
fa c tio n ;”  because they te l l  the  
t ru th  about the  carte ls and p a t­
en t deals o f the m ost im p o rta n t 
A m erican  corpora tions- w ith  the 
N a z i tru s ts  (n o t "w ith  o ther

countries” .) The S ta lin is ts  are 
p a rtic u la r ly  upset about th is  be­
cause T H E  M IL IT A N T  exposed 
no t on ly the corpora tions, bu t also 
the D a ily  W orke r’s contem ptib le, 
be lly -c ra w ling  defense o f the 
monopolies which continue to  do 
business w ith  H itle r .
D O N ’T  W A N T  S T R IK E  F U N D S

Luchterhand then com plains be­
cause " In  recent weeks, leaders 
o f the R e ta il, W holesale and De­
pa rtm e n t Store Em ployes have 
been involved in  one s tr ik e  and 
in  prepara tions fo r ,  another.

“ In  the ease o f the South Cen­
te r D epartm ent Store, they did 
have the presum ption  to  v io la te  
CIO po licy  and ca ll a s tr ik e  to- 
se ttle  a ju r is d ic tio n a l dispute 
w ith  the A F L  w ith o u t tro u b lin g  
to  seek a so lu tion  by conferences 
between A F L  and CIO leaders o r 
by  the Labor V ic to ry  Board, as 
a fina l resort.

“ In  openly advocating a s tr ik e  
in  one o f the im p o rta n t m a il o r­
der houses, the s ta f f  representa­
tives o f th a t un ion fa lse ly  p re ­
sumed to  assure a la rge  meet­
in g  o f w orkers th a t i f  they 
s truck, they  would have the sup­
p o rt o f the na tiona l CIO. They 
then proceeded to  establish a 
's tr ik e  fun d ,’ la te r called a ‘v ic ­
to ry  fu n d ’ a f te r  a question was 
raised fro m  the f lo o r.”

T h a t is, the S ta lin is ts  w an t to 
"e lim in a te ”  the m ilita n ts  who 
“ presume”  to  s tr ik e  o r even ta lk  
about i t  A nd they denounce 
union leaders who dare to  ad­
vocate the establishm ent o f s tr ike  
funds —  th a t’s "subversive.”  
Luchterhand is ev idently  t ry in g  
J>y th is  "expose”  to  set h im se lf 
up as a r iv a l o f the  la b o r-b a it­
in g  W estbrook Pegler.

Luchterhand is on the job  —  
and he shows his qu a lifica tio ns  
fo r  a job  w ith  the Rapp-Coudert 
Com m ittee too —  when he calls 
a tte n tio n  to “ the extensive e f­
fo r ts  to  in je c t th e ir  poisonous 
doctrines in to  la bo r’s ranks by 
tr ic k y  u til iz a t io n  o f the educa­
tio n a l p rogram s o f the unions. A  
case in  p o in t is the e ffo r ts  o f the 
T ro tsky ites  to u tiliz e  the educa­
tio n a l p rogram  o f the U A W  in 
the Illino is -W iscons in  D is tr ic t.  
L ikew ise, a ha nd fu l o f T ro ts k y ­
ites, w ith  the help o f in flu e n ­
t ia l connections, have been busy­
in g  themselves t r y in g  to  make 
contacts a t the class sponsored 
by the Chicago In d u s tr ia l U n ion 
Council.”

T h a t is, the S ta lin is ts  w an t to 
"e lim in a te ”  those who are in te r ­
ested in  educating the  workers, 
in  teaching them  the h is to ry  and 
tactics o f the  labor movement, in  
try in g , th rou gh  education, to  help 
develop the m ilita n cy  and so lid ­
a r ity  o f the unions.
W A N T S  S IL E N C E  
ON J IM  CROW

Luchterhand ’s eagle eye is ev­
erywhere, so he is able to  re p o rt 
some m ore “ treasonous”  a c tiv ­
ity :

“ In  the  g re a t N egro com m uni­
ties o f Chicago, there has la te ly  
been an increase o f ac tiv itie s  by 
the T ro tsky ites . P la y in g  upon 
the J im  Crow conditions and a t­
tacks upon the  N egro  people in 
the armed forces o f ou r country, 
the T ro tsky ites  c a rry  on th e ir  
cyn ica l cam paign aga ins t the 
w ar, t ry in g  to  convince the N e­
g ro  people th a t they have no in ­
te rest in  a v ic to ry  o f the U n ited  
N ations. . .

"L ead ing  tb« cam paign against

the rea l in te rests o f the Negro 
people are ind iv idua ls  connected 
w ith  the Chicago Y ou th  F e llow ­
ship o f R econcilia tion, the U n ited  
T ransp o rt Service Employes 
Union (reported to  be seeking a 
CIO  ch a rte r), as w e ll as the -M id ­
west Labor Service Bureau, o f 
w h ich  George F . M cCray is the 
D irec to r. In  the m eetings o f the 
la tte r  g roup, in w h ich  Negro 
T ro tsky ites  have been p ia y in g  an 
active  ro le, e ffo r ts  have been 
made to  d raw  In w orkers fro m  
such CIO unions as the Steel 
W orkers  O rgan iz ing  Com m ittee, 
the U n ited  A u to  W orkers, and the 
Packinghouse W orkers  O rgan iz­
in g  Com m ittee.”

T h a t is, the S ta lin is ts  w an t the 
T ro tsky is ts  “ e lim inated”  because 
they f ig h t  aga inst J im  Crow 
conditions and the b ru ta l a ttacks 
on the N egro people, and because 
they urge the N egro  people to  
organize to  p ro tec t th e ir  r ig h ts , 
and because they dare to  t r y  to 
w in  the support o f the trade 
unions in the f ig h t  fo r  Negro 
equa lity .

Luchterhand set ou t in th is  a r ­
tic le  to show the "necessity”  fo r  
d r iv in g  the T ro tsky is ts  ou t o f 
the labo r movem ent. W h a t he 
succeeded in  do ing was to  show 
how the S ta lin is ts  are be tray ing  
a ll o f the w o rke rs ’ in te rests. A nd  
he also shows the necessity fo r  a 
b itte r  s trugg le  a g a i n s t  the 
treacherous p o licy  o f S ta lin ism  
which gives aid and c o m fo rt to  
the monopolies, the a n ti- la b o r o f­
fens ive , the red-ba ite rs and the 
enemies o f the  N egro  people.

British M.P.’s Hit 
Stalinist Drive 
Against Refugees

Opposition to the Stalinist- 
inspired lynch campaign against 
five anti-fascist refugees in 
Mexico was expressed by six 
Labor Party and Independent 
Labor Party Members of Par­
liament in England last month, 
according* to London newspa­
pers reecived in New  Y o rk  this 
week.

A  le tte r  addressed to  P res i­
dent Camacho o f Mexico, signed 
by the M. P.’s and a num ber o f 
w rite rs , declares th a t " fro m  our 
knowledge o f th e ir  past records, 
i t  is im possible to  believe the a l­
legations made”  aga inst Gustav 
Kegler, V ic to r Serge, M arceau 
d iv e r t ,  Ju lian  G ork in  and Gran- 
dizo M unis. The le tte r  po in ts ou t 
out th a t each o f the fiv e  has a 
reco rd ’ o f a n ti- fa sc is t a c t iv ity  in  
European countries, and con­
tinues:

"T he  fa c t  th a t a l l these men 
are r e f u g e e s  fro m  fascism  
in Europe is su ffic ie n t to  d is­
prove the charges wh ich are made 
against them.

"W e ask you to  p ro tec t them 
aga inst these attacks and to  re ­
s is t every suggestion th a t they 
should be deported to  Europe 
where they would undoubtedly be 
im prisoned and would perhaps 
s u ffe r death a t the hands o f the 
fascists.”

The S ta lin is ts  are behind the 
lynch cam paign to  im prison , de­
po rt o r o therw ise ge t r id  o f the 
refugees, accusing them  o f being 
“ agents o f H it le r . ”  A c tu a lly , the 
on ly crim e o f the refugees is 
th a t they continue to  express op­
position to  the reac tiona ry  p o li­
cies o f S ta lin ism .

Am ong those s ign ing  the  Lon­
don le tte r  are A . Creech Jones, 
Rhys Davis and James B a rr , L a ­
bor P a rty  M . P.’s; J. M axton, 
John M cGovern and Campbell 
S tephen, I .  L . P. M. P .’s; H . N. 
B ra ils fo rd , Vera B r it ta in , E the l 
M annin, F ra n k  H o rrab in , Jon 
Evans and o th e r w r ite r* .

Morgenthau For Higher 
Tax on Lowest Incomes
Treasury Secretary Asks Tax On Wages of $11.60 a Week; 
Wants Taxes On Lowest Incomes Increased 250 to 1000%

Another concretization of Roosevelt’s “ equality of sacri-2>- 
fice’’ 7-point program came when Secretary of the Treasury 
Morgenthau on May 7 proposed to the House Ways and Means 
Committee a drastic increase in taxes on the lowest income 
brackets.

The Treasury proposal delivers two further sharp blows at 
the liv ing standards of the subsistence earners.

1. It would lower the present exemptions of §1,500 for mar­
ried persons, §750 for single and §400 for each dependent, to 
§1,200, §600 and §300 respee-®----------------------------------------------
tivety. It would reach directly 
into the pockets of 6,500,000 
more of the poorer workers and 
farmers, striking at incomes of 
as low as §11.60 per week.

2. Those in the present low­
est non-exempt income brack­
ets. ranging downward from 
§2500 to §750 annually, would 
face ta x  increases o f  fro m  250 
to  1,000 pe r cent.

A t  the same tim e, M orgen- 
tha u ’s proposal f*a»ls to  c a rry  ou t

Roosevelt’s ha lf-p rom ise  fo r  a 
m axim um  lim it  o f $25,000 on per­
sonal income. Those in  the $75,- 
000 to  $5,000,000 income brackets 
would be pe rm itted  to  re ta in  in ­
comes o f from  $27,000 to  over 
$550,000 a year —  w ith  no fixed 
m axim um  lim its .

Proposed increases fo r  those 
in  the m illio n  d o lla r a year b rack­
et would am ount to  on ly  20 per­
cent, ra n g in g  down to  ju s t  14 
per cent foi- those ra k in g  in  $5,- 
000,000 o r ovef. Compare th is  
w ith  the 1,000 per cent increase 
fo r  those in  the $750 a year 
group!

W H A T  H E  S A ID  M A R C H  3
The character o f the M orgen­

thau proposals is p la in  in  the 
lig h t  o f his own previous plan 
and sta tem ent pu t fo r th  on M ar.
3, when he opposed lowered ex­
em ptions and proposed “ o n ly ”  a 
100 per cent increase in  taxes on 
the lowest taxab le  incomes.

A t  th a t tim e, M orgen thau s ta­
ted;

"O u r studies a t the T reasury 
indica te th a t the  very lowest in ­
come earners have a ll they can 
do to  feed and clo the themselves 
and th e ir  fam ilies . T h e ir buying 
hab its  are governed s tr ic t ly  by 
the need o f m a in ta in in g  n u tr it io n  
and health , and I  cannot recom ­
mend a d irec t tax  upon them 
u n t il we have exhausted every 
possible source o f revenue from  
those who enjoy h igher incomes.”

B u t now M orgenthau is a tta c k ­
ing  n u tr it io n  and health.

S tudy the fo llo w in g  com para­
tiv e  tables, to- see in  do lla rs  and 
cents w h a t the  a d m in is tra tio n ’s 
"equai sac rifice ”  ta x  plan is go­
ing  to  mean to  the low est in ­
come earners (80 per cent o f the 
po pu la tio n ):

M A R R IE D  PERSONS —  NO D E P E N D E N T S  
A M O U N T  OF T A X E S

increased excise and amusement 
taxes.

C A L L E D  A N  A L T E R N A T IV E !
The ostensible purpose o f the 

ad m in is tra tio n  in  p u tt in g  fo r th  
its  d ras tic  income ta x  measure 
aimed a t the low est incomes is  to 
head o f f  the House W ays and 
Means Com m ittee’s scheme to  
d ra ft  a sales ta x  p ro g ra m  w hich 
places the  burden o f w a r m ost 
com ple te ly and d ire c tly  on the 
low-incom e consumers.

The diffe rences w h ich  the ad­
m in is tra tio n  and Congress are 
having over the ta x  question re ­
volve around m ere ly  the m ost ex­
pedient m ethod fo r  ta x in g  the 
w orkers. The N a tion a l Associa­
tio n  o f M anufactu re rs , U . S. 
Cham ber o f Commerce and th e ir  
Congressional stooges p re fe r the  
sales ta x  method, • because they  
oppose in p rin c ip le  the whole sys­
tem o f graduated income taxes.

Thus, a day a fte r  M orgenthau 
outlined his plan, the jo in t  Con­
gressional T a x  Com m ittee coun­
tered his income ta x  schedule 
w ith  one o f its  own, which, w h ile  
i t  does no t h i t  the low est incomes 
so hard, reduces the am ount o f 
proposed taxes on the h ighest 
personal incomes. T h is , however, 
is no t a move re fle c tin g  any sym ­
pa thy fo r  the needs o f the mass­
es. The com m ittee is  paving the 
way fo r  a sales ta x  plan, which 
w il l  p u t the squeeze on the  mass­
es a " l i t t le  a t a tim e,”  so they 
"w on ’t  notice i t . ”

These plans fo r  g re a te r taxes 
on the w orkers, fa rm ers  and lo w ­
e r m iddle class are in  extrem e 
con tras t w ith  the p ro fits  ta x  
measure approved two- weeks ago 
by the House W ays and Means 
Com m ittee. T h is  p lan  w ou ld  set 
no l im it  on the am ount o f w a r 
p ro fits  i t  would be possible fo r  
the corpora tions to  m ake. I t  
would ac tu a lly  b r in g  in $700,- 
000,000 less p ro fits  taxes than  
provided fo r  in  the weak propo­
sal o f the T reasu ry  D epartm ent 
la s t M arch.

The corpora tions and th e ir  po­
li t ic a l agents have show-n in  tw o 
weeks tim e the k ind  o f trea tm e n t

N et Income Present Law M arch 3 P lan M ay 7 P lan
$1,200-1300 $16

1,400 ... 32
1,500 48
1,700 13 32 80
2,000 42 80 137
2,500 90 175 241

S IN G L E  PERSONS —  NO D E P E N D E N T S  
A M O U N T  OF T A X

N e t Income Present Law M arch 3 Plan M ay 7 P lan
$600-700 $16

800 3 8 32
900 11 24 48

1,000 21 40 64
1,200 40 72 99
1,500 69 128 156
2,000 117 230 263
2,500 165 345 381

The la tes t T reasu ry  p lan would 
take an add itiona l to ta l o f  $1,- 
100,000,000 in  income taxes fro m  
t lie  masses over the several b i l­
lions w h ich M orgenthau las t 
M arch proposed to  be added to 
the low  income earners’ ta x  b ill.  
Th is is in  add ition  to  b illions  in 
hidden taxes, w h ich  are to  be 
levied fro m  the masses th rough

Roosevelt’s "equa l sacrifice ”  p ro­
gram  is go ing  to  get. N e ithe r 
the a d m in is tra tion  spokesmen nor 
Congress is p u ttin g  fo r th  any 
program s o ther than those calcu­
lated to  pro tect the  p ro fits  and 
lu xu rio us  incomes o f the bosses 
and to  fu e l the w a r machine w ith  
the flesh and blood o f the w o rk ­
ers.

Living Standards To Go 
To 1932 Level-Henderson

(Continued from  page 1)
productive and destructive  w ar 
purposes. A f te r  the w a r, the gov­
ernm ent w i l l  have to  "b o rro w ”  
more money to  pay back its  debts, 
o r reso rt to even g re a te r taxes. 
In  the m eantim e, mass liv in g  
standards are fu r th e r  reduced.

Taxes on low  incomes are one 
o f the ch ie f methods o f w a r f i ­
nancing. The T reasu ry  D e pa rt­
m ent is  now ca llin g  fo r  taxes on 
incomes as low  as $11.60 a week, 
and increases o f 250 to  1000 per 
cent in  taxes on those low  in ­
comes already being taxed. H en­
derson stated "m y  own thoughts 
ca rry  me to  even more d ras tic  
reductions in  income exemp­
tions.”

Henderson cla im s he proposes 
such s taggering  income taxes be­
cause he opposes sales taxes a t 
the present tim e. However, by 
ca llin g  fo r  d rastic  ta xa tio n  o f 
the masses, he supplies the  ch ie f 
a rgum ent fo r  the  Congressmen 
who are r ig h t  now ready ing  a 
steep general sales ta x  b ill.  They 
lo g ica lly  argue, w h a t’s the  d i f ­
ference i f  we take i t  fro m  the 
masses a b it  a t  a tim e , o r a l l in  
one lum p —  ju s t  so we ge t it?

Henderson puts fo r th  th is  p ro ­
gram , the a d m in is tra tio n ’s pro -

gram , as an “ a n t i- in f la t io n a ry ”  
plan. However-, the  governm ent 
its e lf  has n o t opposed, bu t en­
couraged, w h a t Henderson has 
called "m ild ”  in fla t io n . In  his 
price f ix in g  o rder o f A p r i l  28, 
Henderson adm its there  has been 
a “ m ild ”  in fla t io n  in  w h ich re ­
ta i l  prices o f food, c lo th in g  and 
house fu rn ish in g s , ch ie f liv in g  
expense item s, have risen since 
September, 1939 by 25 p e r cent 
—  an in d ire c t average wage cut 
o f one-fourth .

He states fu r th e r  th a t u n t il s ix  
m onths ago, price  con tro l was 
no t "desirab le”  and th a t, in  fac t, 
the w a r economy "w as aided by 
f le x ib il ity  in  the  p rice ,s tru c tu re .”  
In  o ther words, the a d m in is tra ­
t io n  considered a "m ild ”  in f la ­
tio n  o f 25 per cent as “ des ir­
able;”

Henderson’s s ta tem ent to  the 
House com m ittee, expressing the 
sentim ents o f the ad m in is tra tion , 
helps to s tr ip  thé ve il fro m  
Roosevelt’S 7 -po in t “ a n t i- in f la ­
t io n ”  p rogram  and show its  rea l 
a im  —  to  finance the w a r by d r iv ­
in g  down the liv in g  standards o f 
the masses.

S ig n ifican tly , Henderson, lik e  
Congress, ignores th a t po rtion  o f 
Roosevelt’s “ eq ua lity  o f sacri-

f ic e ”  p rog ram  directed a t l im it ­
in g  w a r p ro fits  and f ix in g  m a x i­
mum levels on the incomes o f the 
rich . W ith in  a week o f Roose­
v e lt ’s announcement o f h is p ro ­
gram , Congress had buried his 
ca ll fo r  e ffec tive  taxa tion  o f cor­
porate p ro fits  and f ix in g  person­
al incomes a t a $25,000 annual 
m axim um . The present Congress 
plan would p e rm it "s k y ’s the 
l im it ”  pr-ofits.

Labor, the poor fa rm ers  and 
low er m iddle class m ust oppose 
th is  "s k in  the masses”  scheme 
fo r  financing the w ar. The 
w orkers m ust demand a. r is in g  
scale o f wages to  meet price 
rises, as the on ly  means o f p ro ­
tec tin g  themselves fro m  dap ita l- 
is t  in fla t io n . The o rgan iza tions 
o f the w orkers, fa rm e rs  and low ­
er-m idd le  class consumers m ust 
themselves con tro l p rice  reg u la ­
tions and ra tio n in g , to  ensure 
against price p ro fitee ring . A nd  
the rich , the bankers and indus­
tr ia l is ts  who are p ro fit in g  from  
the w a r, m ust be made to  pay 
fo r  the w ar.

Join the Socialist 
Workers Party

Drive Launched to 
Repeal California 
Income Tax Law

B v GORDON B A IL E Y
LOS ANGELES, Cal.— Fear­

ful of losing even part of their 
war-swollen profits, California 
capitalists have formed a Tax 
Repeal Association to launch 
a drive against the state income 
tax.

The Association claims to 
speak for "the average wage 
earner and industrious c it iz e n ;”  
among the “ average wage earn­
ers”  be longing to  i t  are E a rl G il­
more, m illio n a ire  o ilm an ; B in g  
Crosby, $3000 a week rad io 
crooner; and Joseph Scott, no to­
rious p ro -fasc is t a tto rney.

The Association c o m p l a i n s  
about r is in g  federa l income taxes, 
and declares th a t the  state in ­
come ta x  is a second blow a t the 
same pocketbook. N a tu ra lly  i t  ex­
presses solic itude fo r  the pocket 
hook o f the “ l i t t le  taxp aye r.”  A c­
tu a lly  those earn ing less than $50 
a week pay no state income tax  
a t a ll.

The state income ta x  law  was 
passed in  1933 m a in ly  th rough 
la bo r’s pressure, a t a tim e  when 
m ost states were fac in g  bank­
rup tcy .

The bosses s tro n g ly  opposed 
the law , c a llin g  instead fo r  a 
sales ta x  on the people’s neces­
s ities  to meet the sta te ’s defic it. 
The income ta x  was adopted, bu t 
the bosses also succeeded in 
pushing th rough  a 3 pe r cent 
sales ta x  b ill by  p resen ting  i t  
as a p u re ly  “ tem po ra ry ”  meas­
ure to save the schools.

I f  ta x  receipts are bu ild in g  up 
a surp lus w h ile  the cost o f liv in g  
continues to  rise, then the  w o rk ­
ers m ust ask themselves th is  
question: Shall the poor continue 
to be deprived o f necessities, or 
shall the r ic h  be deprived o f a few  
o f the m any lu xu ries  they en­
joy?

The answer o f the labo r move­
m ent to  th is  question —  and to 
the boss-controlled Tax Repeal 
Association —  should be: Repeal 
the sales ta x ! M a in ta in  the in ­
come ta x  la w ! The answer o f 
the labo r movement m ust be the 
creation o f an independent labor 
p a rty  to  c a rry  ou t such a po licy.
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Th e “L A B O R  W IT H  A  W H IT E  8KXN  
C A N N O T  E M A N C IP A T E  IT S E U f  
W H E R E  L A B O R  W IT H  A  B L A C K  
S K IN  IS  B R A N D E D "  — KARL. 
M A R X .

Negro S truggle
By A lb e rt P a rker

"Jim Crow-As-Usual"
“ J im  Cro\v-as-usual”  is  the m otto  o f the Demo­

c ra tic  P a rty  and the ru lin g  class o f South Caro­
lina . These gentlem en are w ill in g  and eager fo r  
Negroes to ge t k ille d  fo r  a w a r th a t is supposed 
to  b r in g  democracy to Poland o r M adagascar, 
bu t they tu rn  thum bs down on the idea th a t 
Negroes should have the r ig h t  to  vote in . . .South 
Carolina.

As we reported in th is  colum n la s t m onth, 
Negroes in  Colum bia, S. C., were to ld  by c ity  
o ffic ia ls  a fte r  a long f ig h t th a t they do have the 
r ig h t  to vote in  the Dem ocratic p rim aries . B u t, 
the y  were also to ld , before they can exercise 
th is  r ig h t,  they have to  m eet the Dem ocratic 
P a r ty ’s qua lifica tions fo r  vo tin g , w h ich say, 
“ E very  N egro a p p ly ing  to  vote in  the  c ity  Demo­
c ra tic  p r im a ry  m ust be known to have voted the 
Dem ocratic t ic k e t con tinuously since 1876.”

In  o th e r words, according to  th is  ru lin g , no t 
every Negro is barred fro m  the prim aries , oh 
no —  on ly those who aren’ t  a t least 87 years 
old and who haven’ t  voted the Dem ocratic tic k e t 
continuously fo r  66 years!

Negroes are now t ry in g  to ge t the South Caro­
lin a  state executive com m ittee o f the Dem ocratic 
P a rty  to  revise th is  ru lin g . A s p a rt o f th is  
move, they succeeded in g e ttin g  fiv e  w h ite  people 
to  take the m a tte r to  the R ichland County Demo­
c ra tic  convention on M ay 4. B u t the convention 
tu rned i t  down.

The G reenville  P iedm ont, a local newspaper, 
then summed up the s itu a tio n  in  the fo llo w in g  
“ k in d ly ”  and “ m oderate”  m anner:

“ T ha t is w hy we present the p rac tica l po in t 
th a t an e f fo r t  to  s ta r t  Negroes genera lly vo tin g  
would b ring  in ju ry  f i r s t  o f a ll to  the w e lfa re  o f 
the Negroes themselves. The s itu a tio n  fo r  years 
has been w o rk ing  its e lf  ou t s a tis fa c to r ily  to  both 
races as a whole. W hy no t le t i t  alone?”

The ru l in g  class in South C aro lina  c la im s th a t 
the k ind  o f democracy they  have down there 
has been sa tis fa c to ry  both to  its e lf  and to  the 
oppressed, d is franch ised N egro  people. B u t ap­
p a re n tly  i t  doesn’t  w a n t to take any chances 
th a t the Negroes m ay become d issatis fied  w ith  
th is  sa tis fa c to ry  s itua tion . T h a t’s w hy i t  p o in t­
ed ly h in ts , fo r  the bene fit o f Negroes who m ay 
be th in k in g  th a t democracy is som eth ing th a t 
m ig h t be good a t home, too, th a t an e f fo r t  to  
vote w i l l  b rin g  “ in ju r y ”  to them  f i r s t  o f a ll. 
T h a t’s the “ nice”  w ay to  say, “ Y ou’d be tte r not 
t r y  i t  i f  you know  w h a t’s good fo r  you.”

No One Reminded Edison
In  New Jersey they have ju s t  passed another 

one o f those a n ti-d isc rim in a tio n  b ills , which 
m ost em ployers laugh a t and disregard. . .

La s t week G overnor Charles Edison, .signed 
the b il l in  the presence o f some labo r leaders, 
l ie  used s ix  pens to sign the b il l and then g ra ­
c iously gave one to  each o f those present a t the 
“ ceremony.”

Then he delivered a l i t t le  o ra tion . To the 
sponsor o f the b ill he said, “ The cen tra l purpose 
fo r  wh ich we are f ig h t in g  th is  w a r is to  defend 
the r ig h ts  o f men as men. W e are com batting  
nations and forces th a t seek to  do the ve ry  
th ings  ybur b i l l fo rb id s .”

Nobody spoiled the ceremony by rem ind ing  
Edison th a t p re tty  speeches come a dime a dozen 
nowadays, bu t tha t he had never done an y th ing  
about these p re tty  sentim ents he now expresses 
when he was Secretary o f the N avy a couple 
o f -years ago and had a rea l chance to  do some­
th in g  about the v icious J im  Crow trea tm e n t o f 
Negroes in  th a t branch o f the service. . .

In the North, Too
B ru ta l trea tm e n t o f N egro soldiers by c iv ilia n  

and m il ita ry  police doesn’t  take place on ly  in the 
South. I t  takes place in  the N o rth  too. Camp f 
D ix , New Jersey, showed th a t e a rly  in  A p r i l 
when tw o  N egro soldiers were shot to  death and 
several others wounded. New  Y o rk  —  yes, “ en­
ligh tened”  New Y o rk  —  showed th a t also tw o  
weeks ago when Hempstead, Long  Is land , cops 
b ru ta lly  assaulted a N egro  so ld ier and thus be­
gan a f ig h t  in vo lv in g  m any Negroes liv in g  in  
the H i l l  section o f town.

The N egro soldiers a t M itc h e ll F ie ld  don’t  
have a USO ha ll like  the w h ite  so ld iers; they 
meet and chat in  a bar and g r i l l  on South F ra n k ­
lin  S treet. Here on M ay 2, a so ld ier named 
George D ixon go t in to  an a rgum ent w ith  another 
soldier. I t  was a ll over by the tim e  the cops a r­
rived, the o ther so ld ier hav ing  already departed. 
The cops seized D ixon and began to' manhandle 
h im . They began to beat h im  about the head 
when he protested, and handcuffed h im . Even 
a f te r  he fe ll,  they continued to  beat and k ick  him .

W hen bystanders protested, the cops pu lled 
ou t th e ir  guns, threatened to  shoot anyone who- 
came closer, one o f them  h it  D ixon  on the head 
w ith  his gun, and they dragged his body in to  
th e ir  p a tro l car. Someone p u t in  a r io t  ca ll, 
and carloads o f c iv ilia n  and m il ita ry  police be­
gan to a rrive .

The N egro bystanders fo u g h t back, h u r lin g  
bricks and stones. A  few  cops were h it ,  pa tro l 
car w indshie lds were broken, and some Negroes 
were arrested. A f te r  h a lf  an h o u r o f s trugg le , 
the police managed to  c lear the streets and re ­
store the k ind  o f “ law  and o rder”  w h ich rec­
ognizes the r ig h t  o f cops to  peace fu lly  assault 
N egro soldiers w ith o u t in te rfe rence.

The au tho ritie s  had won another “ w a r fo r  
democracy.”

Not Ready Yet
I t  won’t  be long now before Negroes w il l  be 

pe rm itted  to  begin tra in in g  fo r  N a vy  service 
outside o f the k itchen. In  another m onth o r so, 
the f irs t  volunteers fo r  the J im  Crow navy jobs 
w i l l  be sent to  the G reat Lakes N a va l T ra in in g  
S ta tion , G reat Lakes, I llin o is . They can’t  go 
now, because the J im  Crow barracks to  separate 
the Negroes from  the w h ites a t th a t tra in in g  
s ta tio n  haven’t  been completed yet.

Steel Workers H o ld  Convention
(Continued from  page 1) 

cards th a t they represented the 
m a jo rity  o f workers, the manage­
ment has then called fo r  N LR B  
elections. The purpose of the 
corpora tion is to ga in  the oppor­
tu n ity  fo r  a heightened campaign 
against the SWOC and to mobilize 
its  stooges to underm ine the un­
ions.
S O -C A LLE D  S U B S T IT U T E S

The ad m in is tra tio n  has in d ica t­
ed tha t i t  is  w il l in g  to g ra n t some 
sort of “ un ion secu rity ”  i f  the 
union leaders w i l l  go along w ith  
the “ wage s ta b iliza tio n ”  program . 
W illia m  Davis, head of the W LB, 
has p u b lic ly  suggested th a t such 
“ union secu rity ”  bo granted in  
v iew  of the fac t th a t the govern­
m ent expects the un ion leaders 
to pu t over the program  against 
general wage increases.

W hat the a d m in is tra tion  means 
by “ un ion secu rity ”  is probably 
some sort o f "m aintenance of 
membership,”  such as was granted 
in  the Federal S h ipb u ild in g  Co. 
case. Thisi i t  m ust be recognized

is a fa r  c ry  from  the un ion shop. 
I t  does not make union member­
ship a cond ition  of employment. 
I t  does not protect the union from  
employer attacks. I t  m ere ly en­
ables the un ion to collect dues 
from  those members i t  has a t the 
tim e  o f the contract signing. In  
the steel indus try , where the 
bosses have developed the a r t  of 
un ion-w recking to  the highest de­
gree, mere “ maintenance of mem­
bership”  would prove to be a very 
insubstantia l bu lw a rk  against the 
corpora tions’ offensive.

To pro tect the very existence of 
the union, the SWOC convention 
w i l l  have to re ject the various 
“ m iddle-of-the-road”  f o r m  u 1 a s 
which the ad m in is tra tion  is cook­
in g  up as a substitu te  fo r gen­
uine un ion security. The steel 
workers m ust have the un ion 
shop, and they m ust figh t fo r it ,  
y ie ld ing  ,to no persuasion tha t 
som ething else “ almost as good” 
‘w i l l  give them the k ind  of protec­
tion  they need.

E ve ry th ing  the steel workers 
have gained in  the past s ix  years 
has been won through strugg le 
and th e ir  own organized efforts. 
O nly the th re a t of s trike , and the 
lesson w h ich  the steel bosses were 
able to draw  from  the sit-down 
battles of the workers, w on the 
firs t con tract in  B ig  Steel. The 
s tr ik e  upsurge in  Bethlehem Steel 
last year brought the firs t conces­
sions from  the L it t le  Steel barons. 
I t  paved the way fo r the last 
wage raises a year ago, bu t these 
gains have since been wiped out 
by p rice  rises.

The p rinc ip a l in te rn a l organiza­
tio n a l guarantee fo r a successful 
s trugg le in  defense of the steel 
w orkers’ r ig h ts  and conditions, is 
un ion democracy. Only through 
complete un ion democracy w i l l  the 
rank and file have the opportu­
n ity  to pa rtic ipa te  fu l ly  in  the 
union's activ ities , to develop in i ­
t ia t iv e  and leadership, to check

On the Workers' Bookshelf

U N IO N  D EM O C R AC Y

A  Novel About The Great 
Steel Strike O f 1919

BLO O D ON T H E  FO R G E by W ill ia m  A tta w a y .
Doublcday, Doran and Co., Garden C ity , N .
Y. 1941. 279 pages. $2.50.

T h is  novel te lls  the s to ry  o f the three Moss 
bro thers, Negro sharecroppers recru ited  by an 
agent o f the steel in te rests to  leave the red- 
c lay h ills  o f K en tucky  and come to  A llegheny 
County, Pa., in  1919. They were p a r t  o f th a t 
g re a t wave o f N egro m ig ra tio n  fro m  South to 
N o rth  w h ich  took place d u rin g  the w a r and post­
w a r years. The no rth e rn  cap ita lis ts  sent fo r  
them  d u rin g  the w a r when production was ex­
panding and men were be ing conscripted in to  
the a rm y ; and a fte r  the w a r, when w orkers  in 
the steel in d u s try  began to organize in to  unions 
and ta lk  about s tr ike .

The s to ry  o f the Moss bro thers is the tragedy 
o f three men who had been starved, d isc rim in ­
ated aga inst and s p it upon by  “ the w h ite  m an”  
down south, who- d id  n o t understand th a t  they 
were being used by  the bosses to  m a in ta in  the 
open shop aga inst th e ir  own in terests, who were 
g rop ing  tow a rd  class consciousness bu t could no t 
ove rn igh t w ipe ou t the m em ory o f a l l those years 
when they had been trea ted  as dogs because th e ir 
sk in  was dark.

B u t th e ir  personal trage dy  takes on s ig n ific ­
ance on ly  aga inst the background o f the g rea te r 
tragedy o f the labo r m ovem ent o f th a t day, o f 
how i t  was defeated and smashed because among 
o ther th in gs  i t  had fa ile d  to  concern its e lf  w ith  
the problem  o f w in n in g  over the N egro  w orker.

To the bro thers $4 a day was b ig  money, more 
than the three o f them  could make in  a week 
by cropping. Back in  K en tucky  they never even 
had known how much the y  m ade because th e ir  
land lo rd  kep t the books —  and he kep t them  to 
h im se lf —  and m ere ly  to ld  them  a t the  end o f 
the year how much the y  owed h im . The w o rk  
was hard, backbreaking, and the hours were long 

bu t th is  was no th in g  new fo r  men o f the  so il; 
a 12-hour day was sho rte r than  they were used 
to. In  fac t, B ig  M at, the#oldest b ro ther, took to 
the w o rk  in the steel m il l lik e  a duck to  w a te r; 
he was so po w e rfu l th a t the Ir is h  w orkers  proud­
ly  called h im  “ B lack Ir is h .”

They Faced the Same Problem s
B u t a fte r  they had been the re  fo r  a w h ile , 

they began to  experience the same problem s 
as the o ther w orkers. The e a rly  suspicion o f the 
w h ite  w orkers th a t they had been b rough t in  to 
s p lit  the men along ra c ia l lines began to  d is ­
appear as they made friends  w ith  Ita lia n s , Slavs, 
I r is h  w orkers, learned th a t  th e y  had common 
com pla ints, desires and asp ira tions.

They began to  th in k  o f themselves as men 
equal to  a ll others, the y  saw th a t  the y  were 
do ing the same w o rk , g e ttin g  the  same pay, 
w o rk in g  the same long hard  sh ifts . They began 
to resent rac ia l ep ithe ts, arid w ou ld  no t p e rm it 
the w h ites to  use them . They lo s t the fe a r o f 
ta lk in g  to  a w h ite  wom an which had been bred 
in to  them  down south.

B u t they did no t have a chance to  become 
in tegra ted. The w o rkers  began to  ta lk  about 
s tr ik e  again, to  jo in  the un ion in  g re a te r num ­
bers. The w h ites began to  v ie w  the Negroes 
w ith  suspicion once again, because they  did no t 
know where the Negroes, stood; and as s tr ik e  
ta lk  increased, un ion men were la id  o ff ,  and the 
fre ig h t  tra in s  continued to  p u ll in to  the  yards 
w ith  more Negroes fro m  the south to  take  th e ir  
jobs.

Chinatown Moss never th o u g h t much about the 
un ion a t a ll —  before the b ig  f ig h t  between the 
union and the bosses came, there  was an explo­
sion, 14 w orkers were k ille d  and he was blinded.

M elody Moss said “ Sound a l l  r ig h t ”  when he 
was to ld  th a t the un ion wanted an e igh t hour 
day, more money and un ion secu rity . B u t the 
on ly  Negro forem an in  the  m il l  warned h im  
th a t th a t was no w ay to  ta lk , to ld  h im  th a t the 
on ly reason M elody and the  o ther Negroes had 
jobs in  the m il l a t  a l l was because o f “ troub le ,”  
th a t the on ly  reason he h im se lf was a forem an 
was th a t he had stuck to  the jo b  when the  re s t 
had struck.

Negro po litic ians  were b ro ug h t in  to speak to 
the N egro  w orkers, to  te ll them  th a t a v ic to ry  
fo r  the  m il l owners w ou ld  be a v ic to ry  fo r  the 
Negroes, to assure them  th a t the Negroes had 
never advanced th rou gh  unions, to  rem ind them  
“ th a t the men who now ask fo r  y o u r help in  a 
s tr ik e  are the men who have s p it a t you on the 
streets because o f y o u r co lor.”

M elody and B ig  M a t were deeply im pressed by

these N egro  speakers, u n t il the y  learned th a t 
they had been pa id by  the steel in te rests to  make 
those speeches, and th a t  the y  could be bought 
to te ll the w orkers  the  opposite s to ry . Then 
they were disgusted. “ Lo ts o f these hunkies who 
g i t t in ’ f ire d  is  a l l- r ig h t  guys,”  said Melody. “ Now 
them  (N e gro ) ta lke rs  g i t t in ’ pa id o ff .  I  reckon 
us best g i t  a long home an ’ s tay  thei-e.”  “ Yeah,”  
said B ig  M at, who was also confused, “ the more 
I  hears ’bout th is  here mess the less I  know .”

B ig Mat F ights On W rong  Side
B u t a lthough B ig  M a t did n o t learn any more 

about the issues o f the s tr ike , he h im se lf became 
involved in it .  The tension g rew  g re a te r as the 
s tr ik e  date approached; Negroes did no t jo in  the 
union, m any o f them  stayed a t home, stones were 
th row n  a t them  when th e y  w en t ou t in to  the 
street, even th e ir  w h ite  buddies did n o t tru s t  
them . The m il l owners began to  b r in g  arm ies 
o f thugs and p e tty  gangsters in to  tow n, to  arm  
and deputize them.

B y accident, because o f his s treng th , B ig  M at 
too was deputized. He wanted to  know  w ha t he 
had sworn to  uphold, and the s h e r if f  answered, 
“ You uphold, w h a t I  te ll you to  uphold. T h a t’s 
a ll to i t . ”  0,ne o f the  thugs to ld  h im , “ Y ou ’re 
the boss in  th is  here town. A n y th in ’ you do is 
a ll r ig h t,  ’cause you ’re the  law . So don’t  you 
take any back ta lk .”

These words took ho ld o f h im  lik e  “ a new 
green w h isky .”  He remembered h is whole li fe  
o f in s u lt and poverty , and though he re ta ined a 
basic d is tru s t o f w h ites, he fe l t  h is op p o rtu n ity  
to ge t even fo r  now a t la s t he was “ a boss, a 
boss over w h ites .”

So when the s tr ik e  came, B ig  M a t was among 
the deputies, f ig h t in g  lik e  a demon, tra p p in g  the 
s tr ik e rs  in  a lleys, beating them  senseless, te r ­
ro r iz in g  them  o f f  the streets. The o ther deputies 
were f ig h t in g  fo r  money, fo r  w h isky  and women 
—  B ig  M a t th o u g h t he was f ig h t in g  aga inst the 
oppression o f the  N egro . He was s o rry  he did 
no t have his fa rm e r land lo rd  and the  la n d lo rd ’s 
r id in g  boss in  f ro n t  o f h im . In  the end he was 
k ille d  by a s tr ik e r. A s he fe ll ,  he wondered: 
wasn’t  there som eth ing w rong , wasn’t  he in  the 
w rong  place, d idn ’t  he belong w ith  the others who 
were f ig h t in g  ag a ins t oppression?

W hen the novel ends, the  s tr ik e  has been 
broken, M elody is la id  o f f  because now there  are 
too m any men fo r  the jobs ava ilable, and he and 
Chinatown leave to  liv e  in  the P ittsb u rg h  slums 
w ith  the $250 check they  had fo r  C h ina tow n’s ac­
cident.

The Lesson o f  1919
The au tho r o f th is  novel, a N egro  w r ite r  who 

is s t i l l  young b u t w rite s  w ith  g re a t ta le n t and 
honesty, has to ld  his s to ry  ve ry  s im p ly , re fu s ­
in g  to g lam orize  h is characters and leav ing  the 
reader to  d raw  the conclusion.

The labo r m ovem ent o f 1942 is ve ry  d iffe re n t 
fro m  w h a t i t  was in  1919. The open shop in 
steel has been pushed down. There m ust be a 
q u a rte r o f a m illio n  Negroes in  the CIO  alone, 
m any o f them  in  the Steel W orkers  O rgan iz ing  
Com m ittee where they are active and m il ita n t  
union members and officers. Nevertheless, the 
conclusion to  be draw n fro m  “ Blood On the 
Forge”  re ta ins  much o f its  v a lid ity  fo r  the labo r 
movem ent today.

Labor leaders and ra n k  and f i le  un ion mem­
bers m ust rem em ber th a t th e y  owe a responsi­
b i l i t y  to  th e ir  N egro  bro thers, th a t the y  m ust 
take special steps to  w in  the  colored w orkers 
over to  the unions o r face the danger o f hav ing  
the bosses use them  to  smash the  un ion move­
ment. L ip  service to  e q ua lity  fo r  the Negro peo­
ple is no t enough; the  unions m ust show the 
Negro people th a t th e y  are in  the  fo re fro n t o f 
the s trugg le  to  abolish d isc rim in a tio n  and segre­
gation . L e t us n o t fo rg e t th a t on ly  a yea r ago 
F ord  tr ie d  to  use the N egro  w orkers  aga inst the 
U n ited  A u to  W orkers .

“ Blood On the F orge”  teaches a b it te r  lesson. 
The m ilita n t, se lf-sa c rific in g  s trugg le  o f N egro 
w orkers  who were won over to  the unions since 
1919 and shown in  action th a t th e ir  in te rests  lie  
w ith  the labo r m ovem ent and no t w ith  the  boss­
es, teaches another and a ve ry  d iffe re n t lesson. 
The labo r movem ent m ust fo rg e t n e ithe r lesson 
—  no r the fa c t th a t so long as the South rem ains 
unorganized and dom inated by  the labo r-ba ite rs  
and N egro-haters, so long w i l l  un ionism  in  o ther 
pa rts  o f the cou n try  rem a in  menaced.

Reviewed by A lbert Parker.

j  abuse o f powers and to re c tify  | 
w rong policies.

Up to  now, i t  m ust be pointed 
ou t fra n k ly , there has been no 
real o p po rtu n ity  fo r  complete 
ra n k  and file  expression. The 
SWOC has been ru n  e n tire ly  from  
the top. I t  has gone along fo r 
its  s ix  years of existence w ith o u t 
a genuine con s titu tion  and has 
been directed e n tire ly  by non- 
elected offic ia ls.

I t  is  not yet know n w hat pre­
cise con s titu tion a l recommenda­
tions w i l l  be made at the conven­
tion . I t  is v ita l to the un ion to 
ensure th a t the con s titu tion  there 
adopted w il l  prov ide fo r t lie  fu l l­
est democracy in  the un ion, th a t 
w i l l  pro tect freedom o f expression 
and give the members the means 
fo r correcting  any bureaucratic 
abuses, and th a t w i l l  enable the 
ran k  and file  to select the lead­
ers who w i l l  most t ru ly  ca rry  out 
the policies the members desire. 
Above a ll, the cons titu tion  m ust 
ensure th a t the fina l policy-m ak­
in g  power rests j n  the hands o f 
the membership.

N E E D  LA B O R  P A R T Y
I t  is understandable tha t the 

economic struggles of the steel 
workers should occupy much of 
t lie  a tten tion  of the convention. 
B u t more and more tlie  workers 
are com ing to recognize the neces­
s ity  fo r a sound p o lit ic a l program . 
Today, every economic issue is 
tied up w ith  governm ental po licy 
and demands p o lit ic a l solutions.

T lie  p o lit ic a l po licy o f “ reward-

ing  your friends and punish ing 
your enemies" has proved to be 
a b lind  a lley. Today, despite the 
fac t th a t the unions represent 
over 11.000,000 workers, organized 
labor is confronted by a complet­
e ly an ti-labor Congress. D u ring  
the labor-ba iting , labor-hating 
Congressional drive, the workers 
have had not a single representa­
tive  to defend th e ir  in terests in  
Congress.

The tim e  is ripe  to end the 
po licy o f seeking to pro tect the 
unions by c u rry in g  favo r w ith  
th is  o r th a t cap ita lis t-m inded pol­
it ic ia n . The w orkers need a par­
ty  o f th e ir  own, an independent 
labor p a rty  based on the unions 
and responsible to the unions, 
w h ich  w i l l  figh t to pu t genuine 
spokesmen fo r labo r in  Congress.

The steel workers are the back­
bone of m odern indus try , as steel 
is  the basic in d u s try  in  the na­
t io n ’s economy. T h is  convention 
w i l l  provide an o p po rtu n ity  fo r 
the establishm ent of th a t program  
and organ iza tion  w h ich w i l l  help 
insp ire  and lead the whole o f the 
in d u s tr ia l w o rk in g  class toward 
a successful defense o f th e ir  
r ig h ts  and l iv in g  conditions. As 
a p a rt of the CIO, w h ich  is today 
the m ain-stream  o f the organized 
un ion movement in  Am erica, the 
steel u fiion , th rough a m il ita n t 
and dem ocratic program , can p lay 
a tremendous and decisive ro le 
in  tu rn in g  back the attacks of 
the employers and advancing the 
in terests of labor.

SWOC Locals Donate 
Aid To 18 Defendants

Tw o more locals o f the  Steel 
W orkers O rgan iz ing  Com m ittee 
in N ew  Jersey were reported 
th is  week to  have made con tribu ­
tions to  aid the  w o rk  o f the 
C iv il R igh ts  Defense Com m ittee.

The Com m ittee has been o r­
ganized to  secure un ion and pub­
lic  suppo rt fo r  the 18 members 
o f the CIO  and the Socia lis t 
W orkers P a r ty  who were convic­
ted in  M inneapo lis la s t December 
fo r  a lleged v io la tio n  o f the 1940 
“ Gag A c t”  sponsored by labo r­
b a it in g  Congressman H ow ard 
S m ith  o f V irg in ia .

The SWOC locals w h ich  made 
donations to  the w o rk  o f the 
CRDC la s t week were the Roeb-

lin g  Lodge 2111 o f T renton, N . J., 
and Lodge 2106 o f B loom fie ld , 
N . J.

These tw o  b r in g  the to ta l o f 
SWOC lodges suppo rting  the 
CRDC up to  16; these lodges are 
located in  Ohio, Ind iana. Connec­
tic u t, New Jersey, New Y o rk  and 
C a lifo rn ia . Scores o f locals fro m  
m ost in te rn a tio n a l CIO  unions 
have also shown th e ir  suppo rt o f 
the CRDC in  recent m onths.

F u rth e r in fo rm a tio n  about the 
M inneapolis t r ia l  and its  s ig n if i­
cance can be secured fro m  the 
na tiona l o ffice o f the C iv il R igh ts  
Defense Com m ittee, 160 F if th  
Avenue, New Y o rk .

Inflation And Price Fixing 
Are Analyzed In May Issue 
Of ‘Fourth International’

The May issue of the monthly magazine, Fourth Interna­
tional, which is on sale this week, takes up a number of extreme­
ly important problems of American workers.

The main feature of the issue, In fla tion  and Price Fixing 
by Felix Morrow, is a general analysis of the present inflation­
ary trend in United States economy and the General Maximum
Price R egu lations issued by  the 
O ffice o f P rice  A d m in is tra tio n .

M o rro w ’s a rtic le  w i l l  be a rea l 
eye-opener to  m ost w orkers. I t  
exp la ins w h a t is a t the bo ttom  o f 
the cause o f in fla t io n  in  tim e  o f 
w a r and shows w h y  the p rice ­
f ix in g  p rogram  o f the adm in is­
tra t io n  is no t go ing  to  s tab ilize  
the liv in g  costs o f the  w orkers.

A lb e rt P a rke r’s a rtic le , Roose­
v e lt and the Negroes, draws the 
balance sheet o f w h a t has hap­
pened to  the N egro  people and 
th e ir  conditions since A . P h ilip  
Randolph called o f f  the  M arch 
On W ashing ton a lm ost a year 
ago. A l l  advocates o f N egro 
equa lity , N egro and w h ite , w i l l  
be in terested in  P a rke r’s account 
o f the Roosevelt E xecu tive  O rder 
8802, the sta tus o f the N egro in  
the armed forces, and the p rob­
lem o f leadership fo r  the N egro ' 
S trugg le .

The C ris is  In  Am erican A g r i­
cu ltu re  by C. Charles, surveys the 
concentra tion o f cap ita l on the  
land, and shows th a t the dom in-

a n t tendency in  a g ric u ltu re  is 
tow a rd  huge fac to ries  in  the fie ld. 
T h is  is the f i r s t  o f  a series o f 
a rtic les.

Terence Phelan’s a rtic le , W ash­
in g ton ’s O ffens ive  in  L a tin  
A m erica, is  a re p o r t fro m  Chile 
on the inroads U n ited  States 
cap ita lism  is m ak ing  in  L a tin  
Am erica  as a re s u lt o f  the  w a r.

O ther a rtic les  in  th is  exce llent 
issue o f the m agazine include:

The M urder o f R obert Sheldon 
H a rte  by W a lte r R ourke : the  
a fte rm a th  o f the  GPU machine 
gun a tta ck  on Leon T ro ts k y  tw o 
years ago.

The P rogram  fo r  Peace by
Leon T ro ts k y : a fam ous pam ph­
le t in a new trans la tio n .

On the W a r F ron ts  by Joseph 
Hansen; b r in g in g  past a rtic les  o f 
the same na tu re  up to  date.

The m agazine sells fo r  20 
cents; a y e a r ly  subscrip tion  costs 
on ly  $2.00. W r ite  Business M an­
ager, F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l, 116 
U n iv e rs ity  PL, New  Y o rk  C ity .
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A  New Political 
Crisis Is In The 
Offing For France

...................... ‘ j-  B y A , R O LA N D  1 , . a

The position o f F rance in  the w a r since its  
de feat has been con tra d ic to ry  to  the extrem e. 
The w a r began in an atm osphere o f complete- 
apathy among the masses. T h a t d id  n o t mean 
a t a l l th a t the w o rkers  and peasants had the 
s lig h te s t sym pa thy fo r  fascism , b u t th a t they  
d is trus ted  the French ru lin g  class and its  a im s. 
T h a t d is tru s t has been am p ly  ju s tif ie d  by a l l 
the events before and a f te r  the de feat by H it le r .  
The speed o f cap itu la tio n  by the French generals, 
as the French people now know, was a c lear in ­
d ication —  indeed an outspoken one —  th a t the 
French bureaucracy p re fe rred  ca p itu la tio n  to 
fascism  to a F rench p ro le ta ria n  revo lu tion . I f  
the French ca p ita lis ts  could n o t w in  the  v ic to ry , 
the y  wanted to  assure the v ic to ry  o f H it le r  
sooner than face the r is k  o f de feat o f bo th the 
German and the French cap ita lis ts  by a w o rk ­
in g  class revo lt.

S ym pathy fo r  fascism  existed n o t among the  
masses, bu t up a t the  top  in  a th in  la ye r con­
s is tin g  o f the tw o  hundred w e a lth y  fam ilies  and 
th e ir  h ire ling s , in c lud in g  the  F rench genera l 
s ta ff.

There was on ly  one troub le  w ith  the- p rogram  
o f co llabora tion . A  home-bred fasc ism  w h ich 
rises to power w ith  the support o f a vas t sec­
tion  o f the m iddle class —  th a t is one th in g ! 
B u t a to ta lita r ia n  sta te  b ro ug h t abou t by de feat 
in  w ar, a s ta te  whose governm ent is no th in g  b u t 
a puppet reg im e fo r  the v ic to r, ac tin g  in  the  
in te rests o f the fo re ig n  conqueror and aga ins t 
the in te rests  o f, the masses —  th a t is qu ite  an­
o ther th in g . The fa sc is t m ovem ent in  France 
before the w a r never won any k in d  o f rea l mass 
support. W h a t chance does i t  have o f ga in in g  
such suppo rt when i t  represents the iro n  heel 
w h ich  g rinds  a l l  among the masses a like  in to  
the dust?

Battered F rom  B o th  Sides
I f  the P eta in reg im e did n o t move w ith  seven 

league boots a long the  road o f co llabora tion , 
th a t was due to  u n c e rta in ty  concern ing the w a r ’s 
fina l outcome. The F rench reg im e has been 
caught square ly  between the ham m er and the , 
an v il. B u t the w a r now enters a c r it ic a l 
phase w ith  both im p e ria lis t camps s tra in ­
in g  every neirve and m o b iliz in g  every fo rce . 
N e ith e r H it le r  n o r the A llie d  na tions can a ffo rd  
to  p e rm it th e  existence o f uncerta in  qu an titie s  
a t c r it ic a l po in ts  on the globe. Japa'n forced 
France to y ie ld  up Indo-China much to  the d e tr i­
m ent o f the “ dem ocratic”  camp. N ow  Eng land 
forces her to  g ive  up s tra te g ic  M adagascar. 
The U n ited  States qu ick ly  fo llo w s  s u it w ith  re ­
gard  to M a rtin iq u e  and o th e r F rench islands in  
the western hemisphere, as w e ll as French G uia­
na. The rea l f ig h t  w i l l  soon fo llo w  over F rench 
A fr ic a , especia lly D akar. The F rench Em piye is 
in  process o f complete d is in te g ra tio n . The m ore 
one side presses, the m ore the o ther side demands 
in  re tu rn .

H it le r  was compelled to  fo rce  a change in  
reg im e in  F rance because o f  h is fe a r  o f the  
estab lish ing o f a second f ro n t  in  W estern  Europe 
w h ile  h is arm ies were com ple te ly  occupied in  
Russia and the East. B u t the  e n try  o f La va l 
in to  the governm ent m ere ly  hastened events. 
P eta in  was to le ra ted  by  the “ democracies” , p a r­
t ic u la r ly  since the y  could n o t see any reg im e 
to  replace h im  e ith e r im m ed ia te ly  o r even a fte r  
the w a r. The C hurch ills  w ould find no d if f ic u lty  
a t a ll in  sup p o rtin g  a to ta lita r ia n  reg im e in  
France a f te r  the w a r. C h u rch ill no» m ore than  
H it le r  w ants a re vo lu tio n a ry  F rance. P e ta in  
m ig h t a t least have been able to  hand on the 
power to a “ le g it im a te ”  reg im e, no b e tte r tha n  
his own, b u t th is  tim e  supported by  the  Vic­
to rious A llie s .

The La va l reg im e m eant too im m edia te  a 
th re a t to  the A llie s  to  p e rm it its  be ing to le ra ted . 
The “ democracies”  los t no tim e  in  f ru s tra t in g  as 
much o f L a v a l’s p rogram  as they could foresee. 

Prospects fo r  the Fu tu re  
The French w orkers also ba re ly  to le ra ted  the  

P eta in  reg im e. P eta in  was too cautious to  re ly  
e n tire ly  on the fo re ig n  bayonets. He gave the ap­
pearance o f be ing d riven  u n w il lin g ly  a long the 
path chosen by H it le r .  La va l has taken no such 
precautions. H is  reg im e is no be tte r than  th a t 
o f a German genera l placed in  power by H it le r .  
T h is  reg im e is in to le rab le  to the masses and they 
have responded by increasing m anyfo ld  a l l the  
fo rm s  o f sabotage practised in  the  occupied 
countries.

T h is  tu rn  in a f fa irs  presents the s trangest- 
and m ost iro n ic  o f a l l spectacles. B o th  S ta lin  
and C h urch ill u rge  the  F rench masses to  sabotage 
a ll help to  G erm any. B u t i t  is  C h u rch ill who 
calls openly fo r  re v o lt aga ins t the  La va l reg im e! 
No doubt C h u rch ill re lies  on the  mood o f the 
French as shown a t  S t. N aza ire  when the  Com­
mandos ra ided th a t tow n. C h u rc h ill w an ts  the  
F rench people to  be ready  to  f ig h t  when the  
E ng lish  f in a lly  a rr iv e  in  s treng th  and s ta r t  to  
a rm  those Frenchm en who are w il l in g  to  f ig h t  
the fa sc is t conquerors.

The s itua tion  among the  masses, and especial­
ly  am ong the w orkers, is m om e n ta rily  confused 
indeed. A n y  change w ou ld  be fo r  the be tte r, 
the y  fee l.
B u t le t  there begin some change th a t w ou ld  g ive 
the masses the  im pression th a t  th e ir  v iews and 
Voices count once m ore, and the  whole question 
o f~program  afid fu tu re  reg im e w i l l  be raised. In  
w h a t d irec tion  w i l l  the  F rench then move? The 
French c a p ita lis t class has exposed its  ro tte n ­
ness to  the la s t dregs. Is  i t  possible th a t  the  
masses w i l l  en ter in to  the  f ig h t  aga ins t N azism  
fo r  the sake o f  rep lac ing  in  power a senescent 
F rench cap ita lism ?  To whom  w i l l  th e y  p e rm it 
the  power to pass? To P eta in? H a rd ly . Then 
to D a lad ie r, o r perhaps to  B lum  ? A  new popu la r 
f ro n t  could come in to  be ing fo r  the  b r ie fe s t tim e  
on ly . A l l  regim es w ou ld  be unstable except th a t  
o f the p ro le ta r ia t.
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JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. M ilita ry  tra in in g  o f  w orkers, financed 

by the governm ent, bu t under co n tro l 
o f  the trade unions. Special o ffice rs ’ 
tra in in g  camps, financed by the gov* 
e rnm ent bu t con tro lled  by the trade 
unions, to  tra in  w orkers to  become 
o ffice rs .

2. Trade u n io n  wages fo r  a ll w orkers 
d ra fted  in to  the arm y.

8. F u ll equa lity  fo r  Negroes in  the armed 
forces and the war industries— Down 
w ith  J im  Crow ism  everywhere.

4 . Confiscation o f  a ll war p ro fits . E xp ro ­
p r ia tio n  o f a ll war industries and th e ir  
ope ra tion  under w orkers ’ con tro l.

5 . F o r a r is in g  scale o f  wages to  meet the 
ris in g  cost o f  liv in g .

6. W orkers  Defense Guards against v ig ­
ilan te  and fascist attacks.

7. A n Independent Labor Party based on 
the Trade Unions.

8 . A  W orke rs ’ and Farm ers’ G overn­
m ent.

' Equal Sacrifice'
The steel, auto, shipyard and other unions are 

demanding wage increases to compensate for the 
increased cost of living in the last year. The em­
ployers, who are now making more profits than 
ever before, are of course bitterly opposed to any 
wage increases. From all indications the adminis­
tration, acting through the War Labor Board, 
w ill' also reject the unions’ demands outright, or 
at best offer some unsatisfactory "compromise.”

In this connection we wish to call editorial at­
tention to a point made in an article on Roose­
velt’s anti-inflation program in last week’s M IL I­
TAN T.

The General Maximum Price Regulations is­
sued by the Office of Price Administration on April 
28 reported that, "The price rises which have oc­
curred since September, 1939, w ill increase by 35 
billions of dollars the money cost of the war pro­
gram now authorized.”

This is another way of saying that the govern­
ment is going to pay an extra 35 billion dollars 
to the corporations to compensate them for past 
price rises.

But to the workers who have suffered cuts in 
the ir.liv ing  standards because of price rises and 
who are asking for wage increases of a dollar 
a day, the government says no. Roosevelt tells 
them: “ You w ill have to forego higher wages for 
your particular job for the duration of the war.”  
And he tells the shipyard workers: “ The situation 
that now confronts you is that the fu ll percentage 
wage increase for which your contracts call, and 
to which, by the letter of the law, you are en­
titled, is irreconcilable with the national policy to 
control tire cost of liv ing.”

This evidently is what the administration 
means when it talks about “ equality of sacrifice” 
and “ equality of privilege.”

But talk cannot feed or house or clothe the 
workers. The government compensates the employ­
ers for price rises. It must be made to do the 
same for the workers.

How Churchill’s 
Speech Aids Hitler

In speeches last week both Churchill and his 
Foreign Secretary Eden called on the German 
people to overthrow H itle r’s regime. But one has 
only to read their speeches to see that these ap­
peals for German revolt are only made for the 
record, that they are not sincere and that they 
w ill not be effective.

On M ay 10 Churchill urged the civil popula­
tion of Germany to stop work and “ go out in the 
fields and watch their home fires burning from 
a distance”  when the British bombers come.

“ In this way,”  he said, “ they may find time 
for meditation and repentance. There they may 
remember the millions of Russian women and 
children they have driven out to perish in the 
snows and the mass executions of peasantry and 
prisoners of war which in varying scale they arc 
inflicting upon so many of the ancient and famous 
peoples of Europe.”

And on May 8 Eden said in Edinburgh:
“ The longer the German people continue to 

support and tolerate the regime which is leading

them to destruction, the heavier becomes their 
own direct responsibility for the damage they 
are doing to the world.”

What hypocrites and slanderers these men are! 
They know that the German people were the first 
and greatest victims of Hitlerism, they know that 
H itler came into power smashing the organiza­
tions of the masses, that H itler rules against the 
w ill of the masses, that they hate the war as much 
as the masses everywhere.

They know too that H itler was helped into 
power not by the German masses, but by the 
German monopolists —  and the British capitalist 
class. The British Tories and bankers helped H it­
ler into the saddle; their loans stabilized his power. 
They cooperated with him in cutting the throat 
of the Spanish Revolution. They threw Czechos­
lovakia to H itler and strove to divert his war 
machine against the Soviet Union at Munich.

The same Churchill who now tells the German 
people to "repent,”  himself said on Nov. 6, 1938, 
“ 1 have always said that i f  Britain were defeated 
in war, 1 hope we would find a H itler to lead 
us back to our rightful place among nations.”  And 
the same Eden who now tells the German people 
about their responsibility for Hitlerism was him­
self on Jan. 4 of this year excusing the rise of 
H itler to power: “ The trouble with H itler was not 
that he was a Nazi at home. The trouble with 
him was that he would not stay at home."

It is easy to see why the appeals of Churchill and 
Eden w ill not arouse or inspire the German masses 
to rise up against Nazism. As a matter of fact, 
the German people, who overthrew the Kaiser in 
1918, are deterred from doing the same to H itler 
and his gang because they fear that England and 
the United States w ill in flic t the same punishments 
upon them as they did after 1918. The,fear of an­
other Versailles Treaty and its consequences —  
of which Goebbels continually reminds them —  
restrains them from revolutionary action; and the 
speeches of Churchill and Eden, placing responsi­
b ility  for H itle r’s crimes on them, only serve to 
further restrain them.

The German masses can be aroused to revolt 
not by threats and slanders but only by a revolu­
tionary socialist call summoning them to over­
throw their capitalist oppressors and to join the 
workers of Europe in the struggle for a Socialist 
United States of Europe. Such propaganda from 
the Bolshevik government of Lenin and Trotsky 
kindled the revolt in Germany in 1918. It can 
be equally powerful in 1942.

O dell W aller And  
The Supreme Court

'Flic United States Supreme Court refused last 
week to review the case of Odell Waller, a Negro 
sharecropper scheduled to be executed in V irginia 
on June 19 for the self-defense k illing of his white 
landlord who had tried to cheat the Waller fam­
ily  out of their share of a crop.

The Workers Defense League, supported by 
many labor and Negro organizations, presented 
evidence to the Court showing that Waller had 
not received a tria l by a ju ry  of his peers because 
of the Virginia poll tax law which not only bars 
non-payers of the tax from voting but also from 
serving on juries. The evidence given the court 
also showed that more than 80 per cent of the 
population in Pittsylvania County, where the tria l 
was held, are unable because o f the grinding pov­
erty in which they live to pay the poll tax.

Waller’s attorney, John F. Finerty, reminded 
the Court of its previous decision in the case of 
Strauder vs. West Virginia: “ The very idea of a 
ju ry  is a body of men composed of peers or equals 
of the person whose rights it  is selected or sum­
moned Redetermine; that is, of his neighbors, fel­
lows, associates, persons having the same legal sta­
tus in society as that which he holds.”

And as the Workers Defense League pointed 
out, “ Odell Waller is a sharecropper. Most V ir­
ginia families like Waller’s earn less than 8600 
a year. Of the many Negroes in his county, only 
one in 125 cast a ballot. A citizen would often 
have to pay more than a week’s income in order 
to vote. There were no sharecroppers on Odell 
Waller’s ju ry .”

But the Supreme Court has refused to act on 
the Waller case. So far as it  is concerned, Waller 
can die. There were two legal grounds on which 
it could have refused to rule on the appeal, but 
the Court did not even bother to explain on which 
ground it was turning the case down.

The Court did not say that Waller should die 
because it thought there was nothing wrong in 
trying a man by a ju ry  from which his economic 
peers have been deliberately excluded.'

And the Court did not say that Waller should 
die because formal proof had not been made in 
the tria l court of the undenied fact that there 
was such deliberate exclusion of his economic 
peers.

But our purpose is not merely to get the Su­
preme Court to admit the reactionary reasons for 
its refusal to review the case — reasons which arc 
already obvious to everyone who knows the facts. 
Our main concern here is to save the life o f Odell 
Waller, as an innocent victim  and as a symbol of 
Jim Crow oppression.

It must be the concern too of every other ad­
vocate of equality for the Negro people, and every 
other opponent of the poll tax, and every other 
force for whom democracy means something more 
than a nice sounding slogan to cover up the char­
acter of a reactionary war.

The Workers Defense League has presented the 
Supreme Court with a final petition for re-hear­
ing. Every worker and every worker’s organiza­
tion in this country should now speak up loudly 
and aggressively to let the Court know that they 
want the Waller case reviewed, and to show they 
are determined that the whole rotten system of 
Negro oppression shall be destroyed, and not 
Waller,

This Is The Answer To 
' The Story of Carboloy'

(Continued from  page 1)
tim e o f M unich, GE agreed to 
supp ly K ru p p  w ith  fu l l  de ta ils o f 
roya lties , and where they came 
fro m , both in  the U n ited  States 
and Eng land.

In  th is  way, the “ p a tr io t ic ”  
Am erican t ru s t  gave the Nazis 
complete in fo rm a tio n  about the 
exten t and sources o f the A m e r­
ican and B r it is h  production o f 
tungsten carbide, a v ita l w ar m a­
te ria l.

N A Z IS  GOT IT  C H E A P E R
GE a l ib i:  "F o r purposes of /a ir  

comparison, a typ ica l German ce­
mented carbide tool, in  1928 cost 
$22.26 in  the United States, w h ile  
a comparable Am erican Carboloy 
too l cost $11.11.”

The fa c ts : GE s ly ly  re fra in s  
from  speaking o f the price com­
parison a fte r  1928, when its  p a t­
ent pool deal w ith  K ru p p  was in  
operation. Lew in  stated, “ Car- 
boloy’s product has always d u r­
in g  the period o f the re s tra in ts  
(since 1928) cost the A m erican 
consumer many tim es m ore than 
a too l m anufactured in  Germany 
using the same am ount o f m a­
te r ia l.”

GE a l ib i:  "F o r  a tim e the Com­
pany (C a rb o h :) lost at the rate  
of $1,000 a day, and once had an 
operating deficit of more than a 
m illio n  dollars.

Over the en tire  period of its  
existence up to January  1st 191(2 
the to ta l net p ro fit of Carboloy 
Company was 2.5 per cent of 
sales."

The fa c ts : P a rt o f C arbo loy ’s 
alleged “ loss”  was the in te re s t 

,on investm ent w h ich  i t  pa id  to  
pa ren t GE —  th a t is, i t  was a 
book-keeping “ loss.”

GE speaks o f a 2.5 per cent 
p ro f i t  on “ sales”  —  no t on cap­
ita l investm ent. Lew in, re c itin g  
the fig u re s  fro m  the company 
reports, s ta ted:

“ A  substan tia l item  o f expense 
in  these e a rly  years consisted o f 
one-th ird  the cost o f pa ten t l i t i ­
gations, th a t is, money paid in  
order to  pro tect a m onopoly which 
was in fa c t founded upon in va lid  
patents.

“ The standard th in g  to  do is to 
compare p ro fits  w ith  cap ita l in ­
vestm ent and no t w ith  sales v o l­
ume. M ak ing  the usual com pari­
son, Carboloy in  1935 reaped a 
p ro f i t  of. 187 per cent o f the 
money invested in  its  cap ita l 
stock, and in  1936 a p ro fit o f 160 
per cent.”

GE a l ib i:  "Thus, the s to ry  of 
Carboloy . . .  a s tu rdy  and in s p ir ­
in g  example o f public service 
born o f p riva te  enterprise, and 
characterized by hard w ork, inge­
n u ity , investm ent, research, r is k  
a rd  courage . . . ”

The fa c ts : Thus, the s to ry  o f 
Carboloy, o f a conspiracy to 
m a in ta in  a m onopoly and c u rta il 
production born o f the lu s t fo r  
p ro fits  and characterized by prac­
tices which i f  duplicated on a t in y  
scale by an obscure ind iv idua l, 
say a N azy spy, would ga in  h im  
a li fe  im prisonm en t sentence or 
a quick and painless demise in  
f ro n t o f a m ilita ry  f ir in g  squad.

* * *

E P ILO G U E
I t  is qu ite fash ionable fo r  sto-

For a Rising Scale of 
Wages to Meet 

Rising Prices

lie s  to have epilogues these days. 
The s to ry  o f Carboloy is no ex­
ception.

GE and 10 o ther e lec trica l cor­
pora tions are conducting a su it 
aga inst the 20,000 members o f 
Local 3, In te rn a tio n a l B ro th e r­
hood o f E le c tr ica l W orkers, A F L , 
fo r  $1,750,000. GE charges acts 
“ in re s tra in t o f trade ”  —  th a t is, 
a ttem p ts  to  organize and m a in ­
ta in  a un ion in its  p lan ts. GE 
doesn’t  hope to  w in  the s u it;  bu t 
i t  does hope to  tie  up the un ion in 
a long and costly  lit ig a t io n .

B u t w ha t o f G E ’s own p a r t i­
cu la r ly  d ir ty  and sm elly  hands? 
There ’s a rea l epilogue fo r  you!

GE was scheduled to  stand t r ia l  
before a federa l cou rt d u rin g  the 
la tte r  p a r t o f A p r i l,  on long 
pending charges in v o lv in g ’ its  
m onopoly conspiracy w ith  the 
Nazis.

Jus t before the case was f in ­
a lly  to come to  tr ia l,  Federal 
Judge P h ilip  Form an o f T renton, 
N . J., received a te legram  from  
Under-S ecretary o f W ar P a tte r­
son and U nder-S ecretary o f the 
N avy F o rres ta l. T h is  te legram  
requested an in d e fin ite  postpone­
m ent o f the  t r ia l  because: “ We 
desire tim e  to  study the  question 
o f w hether t r ia l  a t th is  tim e  o f 
U. S. vs. General E le c tr ic  Co. and 
others would in te rfe re  w ith  w a r 
production.”

Judge Form an rea d ily  complied

(Continued fro m  page 1) 
ing, the un ion-busting employer- 
governm ent schemes.

The figh t against th is  anti-labor 
offensive could have been im ­
m easurably strengthened, how­
ever, had the un ion leaders con­
ducted a real, m il ita n t  m ob iliza­
t io n  of the rank and file  seamen 
on the w ate rfron ts. As i t  was, 
the figh t was confined la rge ly  to 
the conference rooms in  W ashing­
ton. Such conferences, o f course, 
are necessary; but the barga in ing 
power of the un ion leaders is de­
term ined by the degree o f m ob il­
ized un ion streng th  behind them 
and the readiness o f the ran k  and 
file  to m il ita n t ly  defend th e ir  
r ig h ts  and conditions.

As a consequence o f the f a i l ­
ure to properly  ca rry  the figh t 
to the w a te rfro n t, the hand of the 
un ion leaders was weakened and 
they fe lt compelled, w h ile  ho ld ing 
firm  on the un ion security  anu 
contract issues, to make some 
dangerous concessions to the 
shipowners.

D A N G E R O U S  CONCESSIONS
I f  i t  is  true, as firs t reported, 

th a t the un ion leaders agreed to 
wage freezing fo r the du ra tion  of 
the war, i t  m ust be pointed out 
th a t th is  is as absolutely u n ju s ti­
fiable concession. Prices, are sky­
rocketing. Wage freezing means 
a drastic cu t in  the real wages 
o f the workers. The on ly  way 
the workers can guard themselves 
against fu tu re  price  rises Is 
th rough leaving the way open fo r 
the w in n in g  of wage increases. 
Price increases are bound to come, 
despite any “ price reg u la tion ”  by 
the government, because o f the 
g row ing  scarc ity  of consumer 
goods. The smallest, concession 
in  the' r ig h t  of the w orkers to de­
mand h igher wages t.o meet r is ­
in g  prices, opens the way fo r 
the employers to underm ine l iv ­
in g  standards.

I t  is  v ita l ly  im portan t, there­
fore, th a t the un ions reopen the 
wage issue and re tu rn  i t  to  the 
rea lm  o f co llective barga in ing. 
They m ust continue to oppose 
any fo rm  ol' wage freezing.

w ith  th is  request. Some persons 
choose to  believe th a t the  request 
fo r  postponem ent is in  some w ay 
re la ted to  the fa c t th a t  Judge 
Thatcher, who is representing  
GE, happens to  be a law  p a rtn e r 
o f U nder-S ecre tary o f W ar P a t­
terson. Perhaps. B u t the tre a t­
m ent w h ich  the governm ent has 
accorded S tandard O il, the A lu m ­
inum  Company o f A m erica  and 
the o the r b ig  tru s ts  caugh t in 
the same type o f practices as 
G E ’s indicates th a t GE would 
have obtained its  postponement 
regardless o f coincidenta l factors, 
such as the re la tio nsh ip  between 
Judge Thatcher and Patterson.

Despite a ll the evidence against 
GE, i t  is s t i l l  m a in ta in in g  its  ca r­
te l agreem ent w ith  K rupp . I t  s t i l l  
has a m onopoly s trang leho ld  on 
tungsten carbide. I t  is s t i l l  g e t­
t in g  hundreds o f m illio ns  in  w a r 
orders to f ig h t  the “ w a r aga inst 
fascism ,”  w h ile  con tinu ing  its  
side line  business w ith  H it le r .  
A nd the GE do lla r-a -yea r men 
s t i l l  re ta in  th e ir  po w erfu l posi­
tions on the W a r P roduction 
Board agencies.

Thus, the s to ry  o f Carboloy 
can be completed n o t m ere ly  by 
reference to  G E’s actions, bu t 
also to  the unw illingness and f a i l ­
ure o f the governm ent its e lf  to 
do an y th in g  to  e ffe c tiv e ly  h a lt 
those actions.

A nother concession w h ich  the 
un ions are reported to have made 
to the bosses is the agreement 
th a t no more mass meetings be 
held aboard ship. W h ile  the p r in ­
cip le o f departm ent delegates is 
s t i l l  upheld, th is  sharp ly  cu rta ils  
the r ig h t  o f the men to meet and 
discuss grievances. No grievances 
m ay be ironed ou t w ith  the ship's 
captain u n t il the re tu rn  of the 
ship to the home port. Thus, the 
captains are in  a position to v io ­
la te the contract provis ions on 
w o rk ing  rules, w ith  the crew be­
ing  unable to get sa tis faction  un­
t i l  the ve ry  end of the voyage.
These, we repeat, are dangerous 

concessions, w h ich  the added 
strength of a m obilized ra n k  and 
file behind the un ion leaders 
could have foresta lled.

S T A L IN IS T  DE M A G O G Y
The S ta lin is tu in io n  leaders, who 

proposed a program  to destroy 
the unions a ltogether and who 
are g iv in g  unconditiona l support 
to the governm ent’s general “ wage 
s tab iliza tion ”  program  —  th a t is, 
disguised wage freezing —  are 
dem agogically seeking to make 
capital out of the concessions 
wh ich the o ther un ion leaders are 
reported to have made. The NMU 
P ilo t h y p o c r itic a lly  tr ie s  to  hide 
its  own treacherous game by a t­
tack ing the o ther unions, w h ich 
have conducted a successful figh t 
against the very  un ion-busting 
program  advocated by the S ta lin ­
is t  NM U leaders.

T h is  piece o f cheap S ta lin is t 
demagogy w i l l  no t foo l the m a ri­
tim e • workers. The- m aritim e  
w orkers know  th a t the figh t to 
protect th e ir  un ion h ir in g  ha lls 
and contracts was a figh t against 
the coa lition  of shipowners, gov­
e rn m e n t—  and .S ta lin is ts . They 
know th a t the S ta lin is ts  prevent­
ed a complete un ited fro n t of ma­
r it im e  labor ¿gainst the boss o f­
fensive, and are w o rk in g  hand in  
glove w ith  the operators and gov­
ernm ent to stab the m aritim e  
w orkers in  the back. The S ta lin ­
ists arc the w ors t betrayers of 
m aritim e  labor.

UNION-BUSTING MOVES 
BLOCKED BY SEAMEN

Stalin's M ay First 

'O rder O f The Day'

-------- ■ By M . S T E IN  J_u

We a lw ays read the te x t  o f S ta lin ’s speeches and 
pronouncements w ith  g re a t tre p id a tio n . T h is  tre p id ­
a tion  does no t come fro m  ou r eagerness to  catch 
the pea rly  drops o f w isdom  as they come fro m  his 
m outh. A nybody who has been around as long as 
\vc have, knows th a t ju s t  as you cannot g e t blood 
ou t o f a tu rn ip , so you cannot ge t w isdom  ou t o f 
S ta lin . The trep ida tion  comes fro m  ou r a n x ie ty  fo r  
the Soviet U nion, ou r g re a t concern fo r  the f irs t  
w o rkers  state. Experience has ta u g h t us th a t  every 
one o f S ta lin ’s speeches and pronouncements con­
ta ins  w ith in  i t  some new abom ination, a new v ile  
crim e com m itted  aga inst the w o rk in g  class and peas­
a n try  o f Russia. S ta lin ’s O rder o f the Day issued 
to the Red A rm y  and the Soviet people in  celebration 
o f M ay D ay was no exception.

W hen S ta lin  usurped his pos ition  a t the he lm  o f 
the Soviet ship, he th rew  aw ay the L e n in is t com ­
pass and discarded the M a rx is t charts , and ever since 
he has been n a v ig a tin g  the  dangerous seas o f w o rld  
po litics  b lin d ly . W ith  every catastrophe he changed 
the course sha rp ly , and always managed to  find  some 
un de rlin g  whom  he could blame fo r  the  old disas­
trous course. B u t on his new course he proceeds ju s t  
as b lin d ly ; ahead o f h im  lie  on ly  new disasters, 
new sharp tu rns , new scapegoats, etc. I t  is im possi­
ble, the re fo re , to make a s tudy o f S ta lin is t the o ry  
in o rder to  learn the gu ide to  his course; a new 
theory  is im provised fo r  each new line. S ta lin ’s in ­
tu it io n  comes f ir s t ,  and on ly  a fte rw a rd s  an a ttem p t 
a t “ the o re tica l”  ju s tifica tio n .

A “ Theore tica l”  Jus tifica tion
S ta lin ’s M ay D ay pronouncem ent is an a tte m p t a t a 

“ theo re tica l”  ju s tific a tio n  o f his present course. T ha t 
he should choose IVIay Day fo r  th is  task  is on ly  n a t­
ura l. The Russian masses have been educated to 
conceive o f M ay Day as the day o f in te rn a tio n a l 
w o rk in g  class s o lid a r ity  in  the s trugg le  aga inst w o rld  
cap ita lism . Even though S ta lin  abandoned th is  s tru g ­
gle  m any years ago, he had to  go along w ith  the 
tra d it io n  and m ou th  revo lu tio n a ry  slogans on cere­
m onia l occasions. M ay Day, 1942, however, found 
the Russian masses invo lved in  a l i fe  and death 
s tru g g le  aga ins t the hated N a z i invader. E very  
nerve o f the w o rk e r in  the fa c to ry  and in  the  a rm y 
is s tra ined tow ards a successful conclusion o f th is  
s trugg le . W h a t be tte r chance is there  fo r  S ta lin  to 
d iscard even the cerem onial re vo lu tio n a ry  slogans? 
B y  d iscard ing the re vo lu tio n a ry  slogans, he gives 
added assurance to  the ru l in g  class o f the  U n ited 
States and G reat B r ita in  th a t he is e n tire ly  t ru s t­
w o rth y , th a t the y  need have no fe a r o f a socia list 
Europe as long as he, S ta lin , is a t the  helm  in  the 
Soviet U n ion.

S ta lin ’s M ay Day pronouncem ent does n o t contain 
a sing le  reference to cap ita lism . The on ly  tim e  the 
w ord  socialism  is mentioned is when he denies th a t 
the Nazis are socia lists. B u t he makes up fo r  i t  
a ll ve ry  am p ly. He evolves a new “ th e o ry ”  which 
gives us a new s lan t on life . W e have lived  under 
the im pression th a t fascism  is the ou tg row th  o f de­
caying cap ita lism , and th a t cap ita lism  reso rts  to  i t  
in  o rder to smash the w o rk in g  class organ izations, 
to crush w o rk in g  class resistance to  unbearable ex­
p lo ita tion . B u t read w h a t S ta lin  has to  say:

“ In  actual fac t, the German fasc is ts  are reaction ­
a ry  feuda l barons and the German A rm y  is an a rm y 
dom inated by feudal barons and shedding its  blood 
to  enrich the German barons and reestablish the 
ru le  o f the land lords.”  (W e take the  quotations 
from  the "au tho rized  te x t ”  in  The W orker, M ay 3, 
1942.)

Now eve ry th ing  becomes clear, These clear, sharp 
words pierce th ro u g h  the  fo g  o f confusion lik e  an 
a rro w  and they s tr ik e  r ig h t  a t the h e a rt o f the 
problem .

This w a r, so fa r  as one side, the A x is  side, is con­
ceded , is a w a r fo r  feuda lism . On the o ther side? 
“ A l l  freedom -lov ing peoples.”  “ A m ong these fre e ­
dom-loving- countries, the f irs t  place belongs to G reat 
B r ita in  and the U n ited  States o f A m erica .”

The Feudalism  Theory o f Fascism
We had been led to believe th a t feuda lism  was 

dead and buried on the European con tinen t fo r  m any, 
m any decades —  in  some places fo r  m ore tha n  a 
cen tury . U nder the in fluence o f M a rx , Engels and 
Lenin, we dedicated ou r lives to  the  task  o f bu ry in g  
the successor to  feuda lism  —  cap ita lism , w h ich  we 
believed could no longer serve any progressive p u r­
pose in the  epoch o f im p e ria lism  and could b rin g  
about on ly  increased su ffe r in g , w ars  and destruction . 
B e liev ing  th is , we had dedicated ou r lives to  the es­
tab lishm en t o f socialism , the  ne x t stage in  the  de­
velopm ent o f m ankind. B u t a ll these ideas o f ours 
appa ren tly  had on ly  served to lu l l  us to  the  rea l 
danger th a t was a ll the  tim e  lu rk in g  in  the  d a rk  —  
feudalism .

W hile , lik e  Don Q uixote, we were t i l t in g  aw ay a t 
w indm ills , feuda lism  has arisen again, m ore pow er­
fu l than ever, and em barked upon the  conquest o f 
the w o rld . N ow  th a t we understand th is , eve ry th in g  
else becomes ve ry  sim ple. Now  we know  w h y  there  
is no- m ention o f socialism  in S ta lin ’s o rder o f the 
day.

We had tho ugh t th a t G erm any was the m ost h ig h ­
ly  developed in d u s tr ia l cou n try  on the European con­
tine n t. B u t you can’t  foo l S ta lin . G erm any’s indus­
tr ie s  have been developed o n ly  fo r  the  purpose o f 
c rea ting  so m any smokestacks behind w h ich  feu da l­
ism could hide and ga the r s treng th  fo r  the conquest 
o f the w o rld .

Is n ’t  i t  the re fo re  incum bent upon S ta lin  to  th ro w  
h im se lf in to  the arm s o f C h u rch ill and Roosevelt, and 
make common cause w ith  them  f ir s t  to  de feat feuda l­
ism  and then to  bu ild  the new order o f fre e  ca p ita lis t 
enterprise?

A ll th is  would be ve ry  fu n n y  i f  S ta lin  w asn 't in  
deadly eai-nest, o r i f  he wasn’t  a t  the  helm  o f  the 
Soviet U n ion. S ta lin  f ir s t  d is to rted , then discarded the 
theore tica l system  o f M arx ism -Len in ism , and m u r­
dered a whole generation o f Bolsheviks who had la id  
the foundations fo r  socialism  in  the  Soviet U n ion . Is  
he now evo lv ing  the  “ th e o ry ”  fo r  c a p ita lis t res to ra ­
tion?


