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25,000 NEGROES PROTEST JIM  CROWISM
By F e lix  M orrow

S ta lin  has agreed to jo in  A ng lo -A m erican  im peria lism  in  
im posing a second and worse Versa illes T re a ty  on Germ any and 
in  crushing- the post-w ar wave o f revo lu tion . Such is the  un ­
ambiguous m eaning o f the M ay 26 B ritish -R uss ian  T re a ty  and 
the June 11 U. S.-Soviet Lease-Lend Agreem ent.

W ith  extrem e precision, the tre a ty  provides f i r s t  th a t the 
s igna to ries may not enter “ in to  any nego tia tions w ith  the H it le r ­
ite  Governm ent o r any o ther governm ent in  Germ any th a t  does 
no t c learly  renounce a ll aggression in ten tions ,”  and, second, m ay 
no t “ negotiate o r conclude, except by m u tua l consent, any a rm is ­
tice  or peace tre a ty  w ith  G erm any.”

T h a t is, no m a tte r w h a t k ind  o f governm ent is established 
in Germany, the Red A rm y  m ust continue h o s tilit ie s  a g a in s t 'i t  
u n t il B r it is h  im peria lism  agrees to a cessation o f the w a r. I f  
the w orkers o f Germ any rise and ove rth row  H it le r  and his cap i­
ta lis t  m asters, they w i l l  f in d  themselves s t i l l  a t w a r w ith  the 
U . S .-B ritish-R uss ian alliance. The tre a ty ’s m eaning is p la in : 
the com ing German revo lu tion  is faced by the menace o f jo in t  
action aga inst i t  by R ooseve lt-C hurch ill-S ta lin .

The “ dem ocracies" and th e ir  S ta lin is t sa te llite  w i l l  t r y  to  
disarm  the German revo lu tion . A s the tre a ty  says, “ they w ill 
a f te r  te rm in a tio n  o f ho s tilit ie s  take a ll measures in  th e ir  power 
to  render im possible the rep e titio n  o f aggression and v io la tio n  
o f peace by G erm any.”  These measures are to be taken no t 
m ere ly aga inst a H it le r  Germ any, o r a Junke r Germ any, bu t 
»gainst any Germ any —  i.e., especially a W orke rs ’ Governm ent 
in Germany.

R e v iv in g  the  ‘C o rdon  S a n ita ire ’
The reactionary  ro le  o f v ic to rious  France a fte r  the la s t w a r 

as the m aster Of con tinenta l Europe is now scheduled to be played 
by a B ritish -R uss ian  a lliance. F o r a period o f tw e n ty  years they  
“ agree to  w o rk  together in  close and fr ie n d ly  co llabora tion  a fte r  
re-estab lishm ent o f peace fo r  the o rgan iza tion  o f secu rity  and 
economic p ro spe rity  in  Europe.”  Clemenceau’s cordon san ita ire  
against the Russian and o ther revo lu tions is to  be revived —  
th is  tim e w ith  the usu rpe r in  the K re m lin  as a p a rty  to the 
H o ly  A lliance  aga inst revo lu tions.

In  much the same brazen term s in  w h ich the y  ha iled the 
S ta lin -H itle r  pact as the guarantee o f an epoch o f peace fo r  
m ankind, so now S ta lin ’s agents pra ise the U . S.-Russian agree­
m ent. The D a ily  W orke r (June 12), in  an ed ito ria l en titled  “ A  
G reat Day fo r  Dem ocratic M ankind,”  says:

“ These po in ts (o f the agreem ent) guarantee the peaceful 
and cooperative co-existence a fte r  the w ar o f the w o rld ’s 
tw o  grea test powers, Am erica  and the Soviet U n ion. They 
p o in t the way to  a w orld  in  which na tiona l independence, 
security  from  aggression, and peaceful progress w i l l  be 
developed jo in t ly  by these tw o  g re a t countries in  close co l­
labo ra tion  w ith  B r ita in , China, and o ther peoples and na­
tions.

“ These points, in  short, open a new epoch in  w orld  h is ­
to ry . They open the doors fo r  ‘ the cen tury o f the common 
man.’ ”

T h is  fibb 'e rish , wc can p red ic t w ith  ce rta in ty , w i l l  sh o rtly  
be supplemented w ith  more concrete ju s tifica tio n s  o f a second 
and worse Versa illes and o f a cou n te r-revo lu tiona ry  perspective 
fo r  post-w ar Europe. A lre ad y  the S ta lin is ts  —  no tab ly  in  the  
M arch 1942 W orld  Survey —  are saying th a t the German masses 
“ share the re s p o n s ib ility ”  w ith  H it le r  fo r  the  w a r; th is  is  to 
ju s t i fy  repea ting  in  a second V ersa illes T re a ty  the “ w a r g u i l t ”  
clause o f the f irs t.

Tom orrow  the S ta lin is ts  w i l l  argue th a t A ng lo -A m erican  
tu te lage  o f Europe is necessary fo r  pos t-w ar reconstruction. To 
ta lk  o f p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion  am id s ta rva tio n  and devastation 
w i l l  be dubbed by  S ta lin ism  as “ f i f th  colum n”  w ork . A s in 
Spain d u rin g  the c iv il w ar, the S ta lin is ts  w i l l  proc la im  th a t  the 
on ly  correct perspective is 'bou rgeo is  “ dem ocracy”  and w i l l  aid 
in  assassinating and ja il in g  the p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion is ts . W ith ­
in  defeated Germ any, S ta lin ism  w i l l  become the too l o f A ng lo - 
A m erican im peria lism , in s is tin g  th a t German reconstruction  can 
be achieved on ly  under the tu te lage  o f the v ic to rs  —  inc lud ing  
s tra n g lin g  o f the German revo lu tion . In  sho rt, S ta lin ism  aim s 
to p lay  th is  tim e the cou n te r-revo lu tiona ry  ro le  th a t the  Social- 
Dem ocracy carried  ou t a f te r  the la s t w a r.

U p to now, the S ta lin is ts  ju s tif ie d  support o f the “ democ­
racies”  fo r  the sake o f “ de feating  fascism .”  N ow  they ca ll fo r  
support o f the democracies a fte r  the de feat o f fascism  —  fo r  
20 years o r fo r  “ a cen tu ry  o f the common m an.”

S ta lin  Needed L it t le  U rg in g
We can be sure th a t S ta lin  needed l i t t le  u rg in g  to agree 

to the Rooseveit-C hurch ill conception o f post-w ar Europe. As 
much as the im p e ria lis ts , S ta lin  and the K re m lin  bureaucracy 
fe a r the com ing wave o f revo lu tion . Successful p ro le ta rian  revo­
lu tion s  w ould no t on ly  smash cap ita lism  in  Europe, they would 
also p u t an end to the S ta lin is t bureaucracy in the Soviet U nion.

As T ro ts k y  once pu t i t  in  an un fo rge tta b le  sentence: “ When 
the horizons o f the Soviet U n ion  are ringed w ith  red instead o f 
brown, the  masses o f the f irs t  w o rke rs ’ state w i l l  themselves 
settle  accounts w ith  the usurpers in the  K re m lin .”  S ta lin ism  has 
m ain ta ined its e lf  because o f the fe a r o f the Soviet w orkers and 
peasants th a t a s trugg le  w ith  the bureaucracy m ig h t leave the 
w ay open fo r  an im p e ria lis t invasion. T h a t fe a r would d isap­
pear w ith  the rise o f a Red G erm any and a Red France. T ha t 
day w il l  b r in g  the end o f the bureaucracy, w h ich arose and 
fastened its  pa ras itic  hold on the USSR on ly  because the 1918- 
1923 wave o f revo lu tion  in  W estern Europe had, thanks to  the 
Socia l-Dem ocratic counter-revo lu tionaries, fa iled  to  Sovietize 
Europe.

B u t the calcu la tions o f R ooseve it-C hurch ill-S ta lin  against 
the p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion  w il l  prove as fa u lty  as those o f W il-  

( Continued on page 2)

Duke ' Calms’ Nassau Workers
A fte r  H is  Troops K i l l  Three

-------------------------------------------------------------------- — -------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Blames Strike Against 80c-A-Day Wage On 
Outside Agitators'; Hands Out Free Meal

The strike and m ilitant demonstrations of 2,000 native 
workers two weeks ago at the United States base in the British 
Bahamas seemed chiefly newsworthy to the American capital­
ist press because they compelled the Duke of Windsor to can­
cel his shopping tour and visit to Washington and hustle home

a--------------------------------------- -

War Labor Board 
Orders Recruiting  
Of Strikebreakers

The, United States Employ­
ment Service, acting at the d i­
rect orders of the War Labor 
Board, announced on June 15 
that it is using "every resource 
possible" to recruit strikebreak­
ers to replace 140 striking work­
ers of the Arkwright Corpora­
t io n ’s te x tile  p lan t in  F a ll R iver. 
Massachusetts.

A t the same tim e an o ffic ia l of 
the Selective Service threatened 
to invoke the "w o rk  or f ig h t”  o r­
der, declaring tha t “ any man who 
w il l fu l ly  leaves his w ar job is sub­
ject to autom atic reclassification 
by h is local d ra ft board.”

The s tr ik e  began last week 
when members of an independent 
union who were dem anding action 
from  the W L B  fo r a $3.50 a week 
pay increase became disgusted 
w ith  fu r th e r governm ent s ta lling  
and fin a lly  struck.

The W LB  threatened last Sat­
urday that i f  the s tr ike rs  did not 
re tu rn  to w ork  at once, they 
would be replaced by o ther w o rk ­
ers. The s tr ike rs  fa iled to yie ld  
to th is  threat.

W illia m  Davis, W LB  chairm an, 
then sent a telegram  to the re­
gional head o f the LT. S. Em ploy­
ment. Service sta ting : “ F ixers
and changers at A rk w r ig h t Corp. 
have fa iled to end s tr ik e  in  ac­
cordance w ith  N a tiona l W ar La ­
bor Board request. Under c ircum ­
stances w ould you proceed a t once 
io  d irec t the manager of you r 
F a ll R iver. Mass., office to secure 
necessary replacements as p rev i­
ously arranged.”

to “ calm ”  the s tr ike rs .
The e x -K in g  o f E ng land ’s f irs t  

step in  “ ca lm ing ”  the s tr ike rs  
and th e ir  sym path izers was to 
de live r a speech over the rad io 
b lam ing the co n flic t on “ outside 
a g ita to rs .”  He had already re ­
ceived a l i t t ie  p re lim in a ry  assist­
ance in his “ ca lm ing ”  chore from  
B r it is h  troops who shot three 
s tr ike rs  to  death, wounded scores 
and ja ile d  over 40.

Now  comes the fu r th e r  rep o rt 
th a t the Duke is “ ca lm ing " the 
na tive  w orkers by —  g iv in g  them  
a free  feed on the construction 
job. Accord ing to a June 9 AP  
dispatch fro m  Nassau, Bahamas, 
“ The Duke o f W indsor saw today 
2,000 laborers receive a free noon­
day meal a t a U n ited States p ro ­
je c t fro m  which they sta rted  a 
r io t  On June 1 over th e ir  pay o f 
80 cents a day.”

We have no doubt th a t the 
w orkers needed th is  m eal. B u t 
we wonder how —  on 80 cents a 
day —  they are go ing to feed 
th e ir  fam ilies  and themselves fo r  
every succeeding day a fte r  the 
free  meal.

The Duke prom ised the natives 
th a t he was go ing to  see w h a t he 
could do about g e ttin g  the U . S. 
governm ent to  ra ise the native 
w o rke rs ’ pay. On his re tu rn  to

p lo ita tion  lo which they are being 
subjected as a resu lt of the war. 
B rought in to  in d u s try  to replace 
men sent in to  the arm y and to 
force down wages, the new in du ­
s tr ia l recru its  from  the kitchen 
w ill soon be tak in g  a fro n t rank 
in the struggles of organized la ­
bor.

the U n ited  States on June 12 he 
stated. “ E ve ry th in g  is fin e  in 
Nassau now.”

W h ite  Am erican w o r k e r s  
b ro ug h t to  the islands are g e t­
t in g  a m in im um  o f $1 an hour 
fo r  the same w o rk  the natives 
are doing. Since the a r r iv a l o f 
the Am ericans, m oreover, the 
m erchants have shot up prices, 
which has made i t  even tougher 
on the na tive  w orkers.

H O W  T H E  A G R E E M E N T  
W AS W O R K E D  O U T

W hat the Duke does not state 
is th a t the agreem ent by the U. 
S. governm ent to pay native 
w orkers no more than the s ta r­
va tion  p re va ilin g  wages on the 
islands was made a t the request 
o f the B r it is h  governm ent. The 
B r it is h  ru l in g  class p lan ta tion  
owners insisted on th is  agreem ent 
in  fe a r th a t na tive  w orkers g e t­
t in g  a taste  o f Am erican union 
wage scales would no t w a n t to 
go back to a g r ic u ltu ra l peonage 
a t a few  cents a day.

Instead o f the Duke com ing to 
W ashington to  fin ish  h is “ rude ly  
in te rru p te d ”  shopping to u r and 
to “ persuade”  the U . S. govern­
m ent to pay the na tive  w orkers 
a few  cents more a day, he would i 
do be tte r to  enforce in his own 
b a iliw ick  a m in im um  wage scale 
which would enable the native 
w orkers to live  in health  and de­
cency.

And instead o f the Roosevelt 
a d m in is tra tion  ta lk in g  so big  
about spreading the “ fo u r  fre e ­
doms”  a ll over the w o rld  —  i t  
ough t to exp o rt ju s t  a l i t t le  o f 
them in to  the Bahamas where 
i t  is he lp ing B r it is h  im peria lism , 
its  ch ie f pa rtn e r in the “ fo u r 
freedom s”  exp o rt trade, to deny 
them to  subject peoples.

Women Workers Strike 
A t Akron Rubber Plant

Redcaps’ Union 
Votes Support 
For Eighteen

The Redcaps union,-the Uni­
ted Transport Service Employ­
es of America, has passed a 
strong resolution condemning 
the convictions in the Minnea­
polis “ sedition" tria l and pro­
testing interference by the FBI 
in the democratic procedure of 
the labor movement.

T h is  action was taken by the 
union a t its  recent national con­
vention in  C inc inna ti. The con­
vention also voted unanim ously 
to a ffilia te  to the CIO. Since 
then the CIO has accepted the 
application fo r a ffilia tio n , and the 
UTSEA is now a  regu lar in te rna ­
tiona l chartered by the CIO.

W illa rd  S. Townsend, president 
of the union, who has been elected 
to the N ationa l Executive Board 
o f the CIO. introduced the resolu­
tion  on behalf of the M inneapolis 
defendants.

The C iv il R ights Defense Com­
m ittee of 160 F if th  Ave., New 
Y ork C ity, the o ffic ia l defense 
com m ittee fo r the 18 workers con­
victed in M inneapolis, announced 
the passage of the reso lu tion th is  
week, and the receipt of a le tte r 
from  John L. Yancey, secretary- 
treasurer of the union, asking 
how his organ ization could be of 
assistance.

The reso lu tion adopted by the 
convention po in ts out th a t the in ­
d ic tm ent aga inst the leaders o f 
M otor T ransport and A llied  W ork ­
ers In d u s tr ia l Union Local 544- 
CIO “ were secured by A F L  Team­
sters President Danie l J. Tobin 
a fte r Local 544 elected to d isa f­
filia te  from  the A F L  and jo in  the 
CIO, and were welcomed in to  the 
CIO by President M urray .”

D E N O U N C E  S M IT H  A C T
The resolution notes that “ these 

are the firs t convictions under tbe 
S m ith  A ct of 1940. sponsored as 
pa rt of his un ion-busting cam­
paign by Poll-Tax Representative

Sit Down In Protest 
Against New Speed- 
Up Piece-Work

AKRON, Ohio, June 10. — 
A m ilitant sit-down strike of 
375 women workers which be­
gan last Saturday at the Good­
year Tire & Rubber Co. plant 
here was ended late this after­
noon under the combined pres­
sure of the CIO United Rubber 
W orkers national offic ia ls, the 
Goodyear local officers, the com­
pany and governm ent concilia tors.

The agreement to re tu rn  to 
w ork  was obtained a fte r Paul 
F u lle r, local U. S. Departm ent of 
Labor concilia tor, promised the 
s tr ike rs  to open nego tia tions o f 
th e ir grievances as soon as prod­
uction was resumed.

P rinc ipa l im m ediate cause of 
the s tr ik e  was the in troduc tion  
by the company of a new’ piece 
w ork  system w h ich requires the 
women workers to double th e ir  
ou tput in  order to increase th e ir 
wages by 6%.

In in tro du c ing  the new piece­
work system, the company wrent 
over the heads o f the local union. 
The departm ent em ploying most 
o f the s tr ik in g  women produces 
rubber life  vests, assault and es­
cape boats. For the past 18 
months, the departm ent had been 
paying day rates pending negotia­
tions of piece-work rates. The 
piece w ork  rate was slipped over 
w ith o u t agreement w ith  the un­
ion.

This is the fo u rth  sit-down 
s tr ik e  in  A kron  rubber p lants in 
s ix  weeks. They are being pro­
voked by increased speed-up. reg i­
m entation, forced pa rtic ipa tion  In 
w ar drives, and a v a rie ty  of other 
grievances.

The m ilita n cy  of the women 
s tr ike rs  is indicated by th e ir  re ­
fusal to end th e ir  s tr ik e  last n ight 
at the d irec t order of Sherman 
Dalrym ple. I ’ RW  in te rna tiona l 
president, and C. V. Wheeler, pres­
ident of the Goodyear local. A 
back-to-w ork movement a ttem pt­
ed by the company th is  m orn ing 
failed m iserably.

This s tr ik e  organized and led 
by ran k  and file  women workers, 
most of them new in  the plants, 
reflects a g row ing  awareness by 
\vomen w orkers of the special ex-

Stalinists Assassinate 
Labor Leader In Cuba

HAVANA, Cuba (by M ail) 
May 23. —  Cuban labor has 
been aroused to fever-pitch in­
dignation at the Stalinist gun- 
squad assassination of Sandalio 
Junco. a well-known Negro la­
bor leader and Trade Union 
Secretary of the Cuban Revo­
lu tio n a ry  P arty (P artido  Revolu- 
c ionario Cubano).

A fte r a v icious campaign of 
lynch incitem ent against Junco in 
the S ta lin is t press, he was m urd­
ered as he rose to address a btg 
mass m eeting in the m u n ic ip a lity  
o f Sancti-Spiritus. on May 8.

The m un ic ip a lity , whose func­
tionaries and employees are mem­
bers of various a n ti- im pe ria lis t 
parties, had voted to observe a 
fo rm al ho liday on May 8, the sev­
enth anniversary of the m urder 
of Anton io Guiteras. the famous 
a n ti- im p e ria lis t figh ter who was 
assassinated in 1935 by P resident j 
Machado's gangsters. For the ev­
ening m eeting the m un ic ipa l coun­
c il voted to in v ite  Sandalio Junco 
as the p rinc ipa l speaker, since he 
had been an in tim a te  comrade- in ­
arms of Guiteras.
CP P R E P A R A T IO N S

When the m u n ic ip a lity  an­
nounced the m eeting and the p r in ­
cipal speaker, tbe S ta lin is t paper. 
Hoy, denounced h im  as a “ f if th  
co lum n is t,”  condemned the meet­
ing  and called on w orkers  to op­
pose it .  D u rin g  the days preced­
in g  the meeting, every conceivable 
calum ny was heaped on Junco — 
the typ ica l GPU method of prep­
a ring  the appropria te atmosphere 
fo r  an assassination.

As Junco, s it t in g  on the p la t­
fo rm  at the meeting, got up and

Killed by C. P.

S A N D A L IO  JUNCO

moved toward the m icrophone, a 
S ta lin is t gun-squad fired a fu s il-  
adc a t Him and he fe ll dead. Tho 
gunmen then f ire d  in to  the crowd 
in order to sca tte r i t  in  tu rm o il, 
enabltng the m urderers to es­
cape.

The M unic ipa l Council of Sanc­
ti-S p ir itu s  issued a statement, 
signed by a ll the m un ic ipa l em­
ployees. charg ing the Communist 
P arty  of Cuba w ith  responsib ility  
fo r Junco’s assassination. The 
Central Committee of Labor Or 
ganizations of the c ity  did like  
wise, as d id  Junco’s pa rty , and

the W orkers R evolu tionary Party 
(P artido  Obrero R evolucionario), 
Cuban section of the F ourth  In ­
te rna tiona l.

Junco was on^ of the founders 
of the Communist P arty  of Cuba 
and played an im portan t role in  
developing the Com m unist mot e- 
m ent th roughout L a tin  America. 
He was im prisoned by Machado 
and had to flee  to escape assas­
s ination in 1925. In  exile in  M ex­
ico he was soon threatened w ith  
being delivered by the Mexican 
au tho ritie s  to Machado. In  1926 
he w ent to the SU as a po litica l 
refugee and became a fr ie n d  o f 
m any o f the Soviet leaders la te r 
m urdered by S ta lin

U p tu rn ing  to  po litica l w o rk  in 
L a tin  Am erica, he was the author 
o f  i.l e thesis on the N e g 'i ques­
tion  In L a tin  Am erica a t the Con­
gress of Communist Parties of La ­
tin  Am erica in Buenos A ires in 
1930. By 1932 he had broken w ith  
S ta lin ism , and fo r a tim e was 
close to the T ro ts k y is t movement. 
However, he then joined w ith  A n­
ton io Guiteras in  b u ild in g  the 
a n ti- im pe ria lis t movement, Young 
Cuba (Joven Cuba).

As the Trade Union Secretary 
of the Cuban R evolu tionary Party, 
he belonged to its  le ft w ing, em­
phasizing the necessity fo r inde­
pendent w o rk ing  class action. He 
was a b itte r opponent o f the Pon- 
u la r F ro n t line  of the S talirtis ts. 
He was fo r the defense of the 
Soviet Union, b lit opposed to sup­
po rt 'o f  the im peria lis ts  in the 
war. H is last a rtic le , published 
a few days before h is m urder., 
was an attack on the cap itu la tion  
to im peria lism  of the S ta lin is t 
leader, Bias Roca.

'WeWant Democracy At Home'  
Is Demand Of Huge N.Y. Rally
March-On-Washington Movement Calls for 
Full Equality Now, Freedom for Waller

NEW  YO R K , June 17. —  In  the m idd le  o f  the 
second war “ to  make the w o rld  safe fo r  dem ocracy,”  
25 ,000  m ilita n t Negro m en and women jam m ed the 
huge Madison Square Garden here last n igh t fo r  five 
so lid  hours, to  demand democracy at home fo r  
13,000,000 black Americans. Such a demonstration has never
before had its like in peace-time or war-time America.

These Negro people weren’t asking the white ruling class 
for their rights. They were telling the white bosses that they’d 
better not kick the Negro around any more. They weren’t beg­
ging. they were demanding. They were w illing to listen to words 
— the more m ilitant, the better —  but they were ready for and
wanted action. -

T his  vast ou tpou ring  o f p ro test 
aga inst J im -C row  in  a ll its  fo rm s 
came in response to  the ca ll of 
the Negro M arch-on-W ashington 
Movement whose N a tiona l D irec­
to r is A . P h ilip  Randolph, head 
o f the A F L  P ullm an P orters. I t  
is the f i r s t  o f a series o f s im ila r 
p ro tes t m eetings to  be he'd in ; 
Chicago, W ashington, and o ther j 
lead ing cities th roughou t the j 
country.

K E Y N O T E  OF M E E T IN G
W hile  the speakers —  m ain ly  

from  the sm all, more p riv ileged 
s tra ta  o f the N egro people —  
dealt b r ie f ly  w ith  the w a r and 
acknowledged th e ir  support fo r  
it,, ne ithe r they no r the audience 
devoted a g re a t deal o f a tten tion  
and enthusiasm  to it .  The key­
note o f the m eeting was protest 
— pro test aga inst d isc rim ina tion  
In in du s try , in  governm ent, in the ' 
armed forces, in every w a lk  of 
life .

O f m a jo r s ign ificance is the 
very fac t o f the m eeting its e lf, 
the f ig h tin g  s p ir it  o f the aud i­
ence. They warmed to  every word

Howard Sm ith  . . . The Sm ith 
Act is a dangerous weapon against 
labor’s r ig h ts  as shown by its 
use against the M inneapolis Team 
sters. and must be tested fo r its 
c o n s titu tio n a lity  in  th is  case.”  

"Therefore be i t  resolved,”  the 
reso lution continues, “ tha t th is 
union condemns the convictions 
in tbe M inneapolis labor case, and 
protests the in terfe rence Of the 
F B I in  the democratic procedure 
of the labor movement.”

Tbe ju r is d ic tio n  o f the UTSEA 
Includes redcaps, ushers, station 
porters, attendants. Pullm an serv­
ice workers, laund ry  workers and 
other service employes. A lthough 
its  membership Is predom inantly  
Negro, w h ite  workers are adm it­
ted on equal terms.

th a t spoke o f de te rm ina tion  and 
m ilitancy , and above a ll th a t gave 
the h in t o f action.

B u t there was one th in g  lack­
ing, F o r a ll the m il ita n t  words 
o f the speakers —  they had to 
bo' m il ita n t to ge t any response 
from  the audience —  they fa iled  
to sound th a t e 'ear ca ll fo r  ac­
tion  th a t the Negro people are 
expecting and a w a itin g . I f  th is  
m eeting showed an y th in g  a t a ll, 
i t  showed th a t the Negro masses 
w an t to know  w h a t action they 
can take now to destroy J im - 
Crow.

M E E T IN G ’S C H IE F  A C T IO N S
The three ch ie f actions o f the 

m eeting w ere : 1. the adoption o f 
an e ig h t-p o in t program  demand­
ing an im m edia te end to  d is c r i­
m ina tion  and segregation in  
every fo rm , and advocting inde­
pendence fo r  the colored races 
and the colonial peoples th ro u g h ­
ou t the w o r ld ; 2. the approval o f 
a pe tition  requesting a stay o f 
execution and freedom fo r  Odell 
W a lle r; 3. the in it ia t io n  o f a pe­
t it io n  to P resident Roosevelt c a ll­
ing fo r  an im m ediate executive 
order to  abolish J im -C row  in  the 
armed forces.

A  d isappo in ting  aspect o f the 
m eeting fo r  the audience was its  
poor o rgan iza tion . The e ffo r ts  o f 
the leadership to  g ive a “ respect­
able”  tinge  to the m eeting induc­
ed them to load the program  
w ith  too m any speakers who had 
too l i t t le  to say b u t insisted on 
saying i t  a t g re a t length. As a 
resu lt, the m eeting dragged ou t 
u n t il the p a tie n t and enthusias­
tic  audience became phys ica lly  
uncom fortab le . W ha t was to be 
the crow n ing  fea tu re  o f the meet­
ing, the address o f Randolph p re­
sen ting  the p rogram  o f the 
M arch-on-W ashington Moyement, 
was crowded in to  a la s t few  m in - 

(Continued on page 3)

THE WALLER CASE
As We Go to Press

NEW  YORK, June 17. — It  appeared certain tonight that, 
only a nation-wide flood of protest will keep Odell Waller, 
Negro sharecropper, from dying in an electric chair on June 
19. With virtually all legal steps'exhausted, and with the Uni­
ted States Supreme Court having twice refused to review the 
case, mass pressure must be exerted within the next, two days 
to compel Virginia’s Governor Darden and President Roosevelt 
to take steps to halt the execution.

The Workers Defense League, the official Waller defense 
organization is calling upon all labor and liberal groups and 
individuals to keep sending telegrams and letters to Governor 
Darden, Richmond, Ya.. up until Friday midnight asking him 
to postpone date of execution and to hold a mutation hearing.

The W DL also announced that several hundred prominent 
labor and civic spokesmen have alread/ signed their names to 
an appeal to Roosevelt requesting him to establish a Presiden­
tial Commission of Inquiry into the Waller case, as Wilson 
did in the Tom Mooney and Joe Hill cases.

An almost automatic result of the establishment of such 
a Commission of Inquiry would be postponement of the execu­
tion by Governor Darden to give the Commission time to study 
the facts in tho case.

I f  you are an opponent of the poll tax system which de­
nied Waller trial by a jury of his peers; if you are an oppo­
nent of Jim Crowism and the vicious sharecropper system which 
■is at bottom responsible for Waller’s self-defense slaying of 
his white landlord —  act at once:

Let Governor Darden in Richmond, Va , know that you want 
the execution held up and Waller freed!

Let President Roosevelt in Washington. D. C., know that 
you want him lo establish a Commission of Inquiry!

The Soviet-U.S.- 
British Pacts
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Roosevelt Signs Bill 
Protecting Monopolies
Ballyhooed As Measure to Aid Small Firms, 
Bill Contains Rider to Strengthen Trusts

By W A L T E R  F R E E M A N
Quietly and with scarcely any notice in the capitalist press. 

President Roosevelt on June 11 signed one of the most impor­
tant pieces o f legislation passed by Congress since this country 
entered the war —  a b ill granting the monopolies virtual im ­
m unity from anti-trust prosecution during the war and after.

In troduced as a measure to  a id : 
sm all m anufactu re rs  ge t w a r o r­
ders, the  b jl l contained a r id e r  
g iv in g  W a r P roduction  Board 
head Donald Nelson the  power 
to suspend the federa l a n t i- tru s t 
law s and the ru lin g s  o f the Fed­
era l T rade Commission in  the 
issuance o f w a r contracts.

T h is  would p e rm it the big 
trus ts , which now have a  mono-

Bosses Provoke 
Several Strikes 
In Detroit

DETRO IT, Mich., June 13. 
— A series of strikes in war 
production plants has broken 
out in Detroit this month, in 
protest against the stalling of 
workers' demands by govern­
mental agencies and official 
union leaders.

In  a r t r ik e  at the Federal E n ­
g ineering Corporation here, called 
by the workers in  order to force 
ah N I.R B  vote on a ffilia tio n  w ith  
the UAW-CIO, M ajor Strong, of 
the A rm y  A i i  Corps procurement 
office issued an im m ediate “ work 
or f ig h t”  order. The A rm y  fu rth e r 
announced that i t  would hold a 
Gestapo investiga tion  of every 
man who appeared on the picket 
line. The p lan t produces a irc ra ft 
precision tools. >-

" I  warned the s tr ike rs  to w ork 
or figh t,”  said Strong. “ The labor 
board can dispose of th e ir  de­
mands... I t  m ay take 3 weeks, o r 
a m onth, or more. But what of 
it? ”

The investiga tion  of a ll pickets, 
i t  was announced, w i l l  continue 
although the s tr ik e  ended on June 
8. A ll workers w i l l  have to b? 
“ cleared”  by the W ar department, 
y h is  is aimed p r im a r ily  at in t i ­
m ida ting  the workers and purg ing 
the p lan t of a ll m ilita n t unionists.

A  s tr ik e  dem anding recogn ition 
of the UER M W A-C IO  was called 
on June 8 at the Detro la Corpor­
ation. The governm ent stepped 
in  im m edia te ly demanding tha t

po ly o f the w a r orders and which 
are ch ie fly  engaged in  w a r pro­
duction, to  v io la te  the  a n ti- tru s t 
law s w ith  im p u n ity . They are 
guaranteed against prosecution 
no t on ly d u rin g  b u t also a fte r  
the w ar fo r  v io la tions com m itted 
du ring  the war.

Thus the governm ent Its e lf is 
g iv in g  d irec t a id  to the monopo­
lies th rough  the w a r program , 
s treng then ing  th e ir  con tro l over 
the basic resources and industries 
o f the  coun try  and ensuring 'them  
o f g rea te r power in  the post-w ar 
period.

The pro-m onopoly r id e r was 
in itia te d  by the ad m in is tra tio n  i t ­
self, when A tto rney-G enera l B id- 
die, U nder-S ecre tary o f W ar P a t­
terson and o ther a d m in is tra tio n  
spokesmen proposed such leg is la ­
tion  several weeks ago before the 
Senate Jud ic ia ry  Com m ittee.

“ NO S O LU T IO N  E X IS T S ”
A  couple o f m onths ago there 

was a g re a t fa n fa re  when the 
b ill to  a id  sm all business men 
was introduced in  Congress. 
Thousands o f sm ail m an u fac tu r­
ers have been forced to  the w a ll 
th rough p r io r it ie s  and the w a r-

a ll workers re tu rn  to w o rk  and 
accept the a rb itra tio n  o f the Fed­
era l C oncilia tion  Service. The 
workers demanded to be repres­
ented by the C IO  E le c tr ica l 
U nion, and s truck  aga inst the en­
forced ju r is d ic tio n  In the p lan t 
o f the In te rn a tion a l Brotherhood 
of E lec trica l W orkers, A F L .

C hrysler workers In the Tank 
assembly p lant and the DeSoto 
a n ti-a irc ra ft gun p lan t held a 
stoppage of w o rk  on June 10, 
backing up th e ir  demands fo r a 
dollar-a-day Wage increase, and 
against company provocations in 
the plant. The company had re­
classified a w orker in  v io la tion  of 
the un ion agreement.

In  auto generally there has been 
great d issatisfaction w ith  the 
wage rates, and w ith  the red-tape 
delays by the W ar Labor Board 
on th e ir  dollar-a-day wage in ­
crease demands from  Ford. Gen­
era l Motors and Chrysler.

accelerated operations o f the laws 
o f monopoly.

The com pla in ts o f some 160,000 
sm all f irm s  denied w a r orders 
was answered by a b i l l to  set up 
a governm ent sm all w a r p lan ts 
corpora tion, w ith  a $150,000,000 
fund. The cla im s o f electioneer­
in g  Congressmen th a t th is  b ill 
has “ solved”  the 'inso luble prob­
lem  o f sm all business in  the era 
o f m onopoly are disputed by the 
W P B  its e lf. The N. Y . T im es, 
¡June 12, rep o rts : “ A t  the  W PB 
.the fee ling  is s trong  th a t the 
measure is fa r  fro m  a solution 
o f the problem , and, in  fa c t, th a t 
no so lu tion ac tua lly  ex is ts .”

W ith in  the past few  weeks, the 
a d m in is tra tion  has given the mo­
nopolies am ple evidence o f its  
fr ie n d ly  in ten tions tow a rd  them. 
P resident Roosevelt p u b lic ly  en­
dorsed a recom m endation o f the 
W ar, N a vy  and Justice D e pa rt­
ments g iv in g  the  W a r and N avy 
Secretaries power to  h a lt a n t i­
t ru s t  prosecutions w h ich  m ig h t 
“ in te rfe re  w ith  w a r production .”  
The governm ent’s s u it aga ins t 
General "E lectric fd r  its  tungsten 
carbide ca rte l conspiracy w ith  
K rupp , the German steel tru s t, 
was ha lted by the W ar and N avy 
Departm ents.

T H E  G O V E R N M E N T ’S 
F R IE N D L Y  A T T IT U D E

On June 11, the day Roosevelt 
signed the sm all w a r p lan ts b ill,  
the Justice D epartm ent announc­
ed th a t the prosecution o f the  in ­
te rna tion a l dyes tu ffs  ca rte l con­
sp iracy is be ing postponed a t 
the d irec t request o f Secretary 
o f W a r Stim son. The ch ie f de­
fendan t in  the ease is A m erica ’s 
g ia n t chemical and nvunitions 
tru s t, E . I .  duPont de Nem ours 
and Co. The duPont in te rests are 
charged w ith  consp iring  w ith  the 
N azi I .  G. Farben industrie  to  ob­
ta in  w o rld  con tro l o f dyestu ffs  
and o the r chemicals, m any o f 
them  im p o rta n t fo r  w a r purposes, 
and c u rta ilin g  th e ir  production.

Stim son, on M ay 25, w ro te  B id ­
dle a le tte r  ask ing postponement 
o f the case because i t  would “ se­
rio us ly  in te rfe re  w ith  the w a r e f­
fo r t  by consum ing the tim e  o f 
executives and key prodüction 
employes.”

W h ile  the a d m in is tra tio n ’s po­
licy  has been c le a rly  dem onstra­
ted by these actions, the b ig  cor­
porations wanted to  take no risks 
th a t the po licy  m ig h t be changed 
in the fu tu re . The b il l ju s t s ign ­
ed by Roosevelt gives the mono­
polies w h a t they wanted —  the 
fo rm a l w r itte n  guarantee against 
a n t i- tru s t prosecutions.

PORTRAIT HEAD NOW ON SALE

A portrait head of Leon Trotsky, sculptured by the well-known 
American artist, Duncan 'Ferguson.

Hard plaster, colored to resemble bronze. W ill last indefinitely 
indoors i f  given reasonable care. Weighs about 40 pounds when boxed 
for shipment.

Price is $ 2 5 ,  boxed for shipment from New York. Purchaser must 
pay freight charges.

O R D E R  FR O M :

PIO N EER  PUBLISHERS 116 U n ive rs ity  P I., New Y o rk

'Go Thru Picket Line, '  
Tobin Tells Teamsters
Threatens Expulsion for Those Who Refuse 
To Fink: Militant Workers to be Hounded

By JA C K  R A N G E R
M INNEAPOLIS —  “ GO THROUGH THOSE PICKET 

L IN E S !" is the title of the leading article in the AFL Interna­
tional Teamster magazine for June 1942, an article signed by 
President Daniel J. Tobin, exhorting and threatening all A LL  
union ‘-drivers in the United States to smash picket lines or suf­
fer expulsion, lo’ss of job or victimization by the FBI.

The June a rtic le  is an e x te n ­
sion o f Tob in ’s lo ng  campaign 
aga inst labo r s o lid a rity  and union 
princ ip les. I t  reveals also th a t 
his s trike -b rea k ing  orders to  A F L  
Team sters locals are no t being 
accepted by m any local unions.

“ No m a tte r w hat I  say th rough 
the columns o f th is  Journa l, or 
w ha t I  say in  p riva te  le tte rs  ad­
dressed to  local unions, I  s t i l l  
find a num ber o f local unions 
th a t re fuse to  obey the orders 
they receive fro m  the In te rn a ­
tio n a l office re la tive  to  sym pa­
th e tic  s trikes  and the  crossing 
o f p icke t lines,”  com plains Tobin. 
“ S O M E TIM E S  W E  A R E  IN -  

j C L IN E D  TO  T H IN K  T H A T  
M A N Y  O F O UR M E M B E R S  
H A V E N ’T  T H E  B A C K B O N E  TO 
CROSS W H A T  W E  R E C O G N IZE  
AS IL L E G A L  P IC K E T  L IN E S ."  
(Tob in  in te rp re ts  -every p icket 
line  today as ille g a l.)

In  circum stances where local 
unions have con tracts p ro tec ting  
fhem fro m  the  odium  o f s tr ik e ­
breaking, by s t ip u la tin g  th a t 
d rive rs  can re fuse to  de live r 
igoods where the re  is la bo r tro u ­
ble, Tobin orders h is members 
to  “ set aside th a t  clause du ring  
the period o f the w a r.”

L ike  Roosevelt in  his plea to  
the sh ipbu ild ing  unions to  set 
aside th e ir  un ion contracts, T o­
b in  urges the team sters to v io ­
la te  th e ir  own contracts.

“ I f  you can ’t  com ply w ith  our 
In te rn a tio n a l orders, which are 
founded on necessity, A N D  ON 
O RDERS FROM  O UR G O V E R N ­
M E N T , then the best th in g  to do 
is to  n o t ify  the In te rn a tio n a l 
U nion. Then we w i l l  p ro tect ou r­
selves. W e know how,”  threatens 
Tobin om inously.

C A L LS  P IC K E T IN G  
A  R A C K E T

“ The so-called p icke t line, since 
the passage o f the W agner A c t,”  
continues Tobin, “ in m any in ­
stances can be honestly called an 
o rgan iz ing  racke t th a t isn ’t  
founded on le g itim a te  trade 
unionism .

“ Business agents who are no t 
s trong  enough to te ll th e ir  m em ­
bers to  go th rou gh  —  and make 
them  go th rou gh  —  should get 
ou t o f the  un ion. . . Members who 
refuse to  obey orders should be 
suspended o r expelled.

“ The In te rn a tio n a l U n ion , in 
m y judgm ent, w i l l  be called upon 
w ith in  the ve ry  near fu tu re , to 
fo rw a rd  to the Federa l a u th o ri­
ties  a  l is t  o f the  officers in  any 
d is tr ic t  who cause a stoppage o f 
w o rk  w ith o u t hav ing  the sanction 
o f the In te rn a tio n a l U n ion. In  
o ther words the Federa l G overn­
m ent m ay demand o f the In te r ­
na tiona l o rgan iza tion  in fo rm a ­
tion  as to  w h a t is  go ing  on in 
each d is tr ic t  and w hy a stoppage 
o f w o rk  has occurred and who is 
responsible. A N D  I  M IG H T  A D D  
FO R  Y O U R  IN F O R M A T IO N  
T H A T  T H E  O F F IC IA L S  OF 
Y O U R  IN T E R N A T IO N A L  
U N IO N  W IL L  N O T R E F U S E  
TO C O M P LY  W IT H  T H E  OR­
DERS OF T H E  F E D E R A L  GOV­
E R N M E N T .”

I f  anyone ever had any doubts 
about the  rea l reasons w hy T o­
bin, aided by the ad m in is tra tion , 
launched h is d ic ta to r ia l drive  
aga inst the m il ita n t  leaders o f 
M inneapolis Local 544 who w a n t­
ed to defend and extend the gains 
made by labor, then th is  a rtic le  
by Tobin should se ttle  a ll doubts 
fo r  a ll tim e.

The New Soviet Pacts
(Continued from  page 1)

son-L loyd George-Clemenceau. The im p e ria lis ts  and th e ir  labor 
lieutenan ts in e v ita b ly  m ust plan to destroy the w o rke rs ’ revo lu ­
tio n s . B u t no th ing  th a t the im p e ria lis ts  can th ro w  in to  the 
scales can ou tw e igh  the elem ental power o f the w o rkers  and 
peasants in  revo lt.

Before the la s t w a r ended, the “ democracies”  were busy p lan ­
n ing  how to crush the October 1917 revo lu tion  in  Russia. They 
sent arm ies and navies in to  M urm ansk and A rchange l, V la d ivo ­
stok and Odessa; they opened th e ir  treasuries to  the Russian 
W h ite  Guards; the key  question a t the P aris  Peace Conference 
was n o t the V ersa illes T re a ty  bu t how to  crush the  young Soviet 
repub lic . A nd the im p e ria lis t w o rld  seemed to  come pe rilous ly  
close to its  aim  o f b u ry in g  Lenin and T ro ts k y  in  the ru ins  o f 
the revo lu tion . The im p e ria lis ts  appeared to  have inexhaustib le  
resources aga inst the im poverished revo lu tion . B u t the revo lu ­
tion  survived in  sp ite  o f eve ry th ing .

W h ile  Clemenceau screamed fo r  ever more action aga inst 
the Soviets in Russia, Soviets (W orkers  Councils) sprang up in  
Germ any, A u s tr ia  and H ungary . The A llie d  Supreme W a r Coun­
c il aided the Social-Dem ocrats in s tra n g lin g  the revo lu tion  in 
W estern Europe. M eanwhile, however, g re a t revo lu tiona ry  move­
ments sprang up in  France and B r ita in  and th e ir  E m pires, ’v- 
ing  Clemenceau and L loyd  George m ore than enough troub le  a t 
home to make i t  im possible fo r  them  to  c a rry  ou t th e ir  designs 
aga inst the Soviets o f Russia. A g a in s t the h o s t ility  o f the whole 
c a p ita lis t w o rld , b u t a h o s t ility  wh ich could not do w h a t i t  wanted, 
the October R evolu tion survived.

A nd when revo lu tion  flam es again in  W estern Europe —  
th is  tim e  enveloping France and, we believe, E ng land —  S ta lin  
w i l l  p u t  his hands in  those flam es a t h is p e ril, as Clemenceau 
and L loyd  George before him .

l\e ic  S e lf-C on fidence  o f  S ov ie t Masses
The pa ss iv ity  o f the Soviet masses, p roduct f i r s t  o f the ex­

haustion o f the seven years o f w a r and c iv il w a r (1914-1921) and 
then  o f ,S ta lin is t repressions, began to  l i f t  the day th a t H it le r  
invaded the Soviet U n ion a year ago. The needs o f the w a r, in  
sp ite  o f th e  heavy hand o f the bureaucracy, have im pelled the 
masses to assume m ore and m ore in it ia t iv e  a t the f r o n t  and in 
production. T h e ir heroic resistance, th e ir  fearless endeavors, have 
won back fo r  the Soviet masses th e ir  self-confidence. They w il l  
never go back, a t the end o f the w a r, to the h u m ilia t in g ly  sub­
ord inate s ta tion  assigned to  them  by the  to ta lita r ia n  bureauc­
racy. T h e ir  unprecedented m ora ie d u rin g  the  w a r, p roduct o f 
th e ir  knowledge th a t in defending the Soviet U n ion  th e y  were 
defending the nationalized p ro pe rty  created by the October revo­
lu tion , w i l l  become w ith  peace a m orta l danger to  the  bureauc­
racy. T hey  achieved m irac les aga inst fasc is t Germany. They 
w i l l  do no less against th e ir  oppressors a t home.

A nd the revo lu tion  in  W estern Europe and the resurgence 
o f the S oviet masses w i‘ l f in d  a w ay to  come together in a single 
stream  o f revo lu tio n a ry  power, to create the  Socia lis t U n ited  
States o f Europe.

S ta lin ’s road has a lw ays been a road o f m o rta l p e ril fo r  the 
Soviet U n ion . No less so is i t  tod ay  w ith  the pacts w ith  B r ita in  
and the U n ited  States. Iso la ted in  a post-w ar w o rld  a t the m ercy 
o f the v ic to rious  “ democracies,”  the Soviet U n ion  w ould be in  
as g rea t danger as in  a Europe dom inated by H it le r .  The fun da ­
m ental antagonism  between the nationalized p ro p e rty  o f the So­
v ie t U n ion and the p riva te  p ro pe rty  o f cap ita lism  can never be 
overcome; one o r the o ther system o f production m ust p reva il 
in  the w orld . The K re m lin ’s coun te r-revo lu tionary  po licy, i f  i t  
prevailed, would in  the end lead to  the doom o f the Soviet Union.

T h a t p o licy  w i l l  not, however, p re va il; ne ithe r in  the Soviet 
U n ion nor in  the c a p ita lis t w o rld . The com ing European revo­
lu tio n  —  and Europe w i l l  be b u t the beg inn ing  —  w i l l  b low  ou t 
o f its  pa th  the elaborate b u t essentia lly  puny plans o f Roose- 
v e lt-C h u rch ill-S ta lin . The second A llie d  Supreme W a r Council, 
lik e  the firs t,  w i l l  meet under the shadow o f the European revo ­
lu tion . The embers w h ich the f irs t  V ersa illes T re a ty  could no t 
stam p ou t w i l l  consume the second Versa illes. W ha t the  T h ird  
In te rn a tio n a l began in 1917-1923, w i l l  be carried  to  a conclusion 
bv its  successor, the F o u rth  In te rn a tion a l.

4 Factions Fight Over 
Socialist Party Remains
Thomas Group Turns fo Support of War; 
Clemenf-Symes Remain Faithful Opposition

B y C. C H A R LE S
The national convention of the Socialist Party held in 

Milwaukee on Decoration Day weekend was the scene of a 
struggle for the remains of that organization.

Four groups were represented at the convention. There 
were: 1. a pacifist group under the leadership of Winston Dancis; 
2. a group led by I rv in g  B ar shop1'  
who advocated th a t the p a rty  
should act as i f  the w ar d id  not 
rage a ll over the w o rld  —  ignore 
the war, — was B ars liop ’s sage 
advice; 3. the forces of Norman 
Thomas who now takes a pro-war 
pos ition ; and 4. the C lement 
group w hich took a weak an ti-w ar 
position.

There were about 130 delegates.
The pacifists, who polled about 
a dozen votes, and the followers 
of Burshop were qu ick ly  e lim in ­
ated as the convention progressed, 
leaving Clement and Thomas as 
the two. m a jo r contenders fo r con­
tro l of the party.

Thomas, who in  January, 1942, 
stated there is today “ no practica l 
po litica l a lte rna tive  to the war as 
a means of stopping the w o rld ­
w ide tr iu m p h  of fascist to ta lita ­
r ian ism ,”  fought fo r  th is  position 
at the convention.

T ravers C lem ent and L illia n  
Symes, who have a consistent h is ­
to ry  o f f ir s t  posing a “ rad ica l”  
po in t o f v iew  and then ca p itu l­
a tin g  to Thomas, m ainta ined th e ir  
so rry  tra d itio n .

T h is  group’s reso lu tion at the 
convention declared; "W e cannot 
support p o litica lly , any w ar con­
ducted fo r im p e ria lis t aim s.”  They 
correctly  po in t out tha t Thomas' 
position leads in ev ita b ly  to sup­
po rt of a ll the cap ita lis t measures 
required to w in  the w ar on the 
pa rt of t iie  Am erican cap ita lis t 
class and government. Yet they 
are in  the same pa rty  w ith  Thom ­
as, l i l t  up th e ir  hands and voices 
in  unison w it l i  h im  and w i l l  re­
m ain in  th a t p a rty  u n t il Norman 
Thomas e ither decides to leave 
the pa rty  or forces them out.

F IN A L  R E S O LU TIO N
The fina l compromise resolution 

on the w ar tha t issued from  the 
convention tvas as ro tten  as the 
groups w hich concocted it. As 
ne ithe r Thomas’ nor C lement’s 
position received a clear m a jo rity , 
the fo llow ing  agreement was 
reached :

The Clement analysis was used 
as the basis fo r the document, 
but the sentence ca llin g  fo r  no 
p o lit ic a l support of the w a r which 
th is  reso lu tion contained was 
elim inated. In  its  place was sub­
s titu ted  the phrase: “ The Social­
is t P arty  does not give its  bless­
ing  to th is  w ar —  or any w ar — 
as the proper method of a tta in in g  
social objectives, na tiona l o r in ­
te rna tiona l.”  T h is  sentence comes

from  the Thomas resolution.
Some ve ry  concrete results flow  

from  Thom as’ po in t of view. One 
cannot look to the present war 
as the on ly practica l method to 
defeat fascism w ith o u t supporting  
the m ilita ry , fiscal, economic and 
social measures needed by the gov­
ernm ent to  conduct the w a r. Thus 
Thomas is draw n in e v ita b ly  to ­
ward support of Ropsevelt. in 
spite of his protests.

“ F in is ”  is w r itte n  to the period 
o f the Thomas so-called a n ti-w a r 
a c tiv ity . Before Pearl Harbor, 
Thomas and the Socialist* P arty  
could be found active in  various 
Congresses and C o m m i t t  ees 
A ga in s t W ar, cheek-to-jow l w ith  
many cap ita lis t iso lationists.

A t tha t tim e th e  Socia list W o rk ­
ers P a rty  predicted tha t these 
forces would be found, a fte r the 
outbreak of the war, lined  up 
w ith  the p ro -w a r forces a t whom 
they had prev iously  thundered. 
T h is  is always the case w ith  paci­
fism. And the pred ic tion of the 
Socia list W orkers P arty  was 
proven true.

CLASS C O L L A B O R A T IO N
Noj-man Thomas does not take 

a  class position. In  h is opposition 
to  the w a ’r  he was lined  up w ith  
a section of the cap ita lis t class 
and in  Ills  support of the w a r he 
iis lined up w ith  the cap ita lis t 
class. Using the strugg le against 
fascism as an excuse lie is spread­
ing boss propaganda among the 
workers. For h im  now the s trug ­
gle against fascism, as was the 
case w ith  h is opposition to war. 
requires not t ile  methods of s trug ­
gle aga inst the cap ita lis ts  bu t col 
laboration w ith  th is  o r th a t group 
of “ good”  cap ita lis ts .

The lessons of the Popular 
F ront in  F iance and Spain as 
well as w hat happened in  Ger­
many when H it le r  came to power 
a ll prove tha t to abandon the class 
struggle as the  on ly  method of 
figh ting  fascism leads inev itab ly  
to the v ic to ry  of fascism over 
the workers.

These teachings are beyond the 
grasp of Norm an Thomas, the in ­
curable organic, class collabora­
tion is t, who tries  to convince the 
workers tha t to defeat fascism 
they should pu t th e ir  fa ith  and 
confidence, not in  th e ir  own power 
and organizations, hu t in  th is  or 
tha t section o f the cap ita lis t class.

The cap ita lis t class in  none of

Tobin Men, CPers Get 
Together In Minneapolis

By JA C K  R A N G E R

M INNEAPO LIS — In an ef­
fort to defend their misleader- 
ship against the rank-and-file, 
Tobin’s agents and the Stalin­
ists have now joined forces here, 
in a “ Minnesota AEL-CIO 
Joint Council.”

Plans for the  co u n c il were 
la id  in several secret meetings 
between the Tobin-appointed lead 
ers o f the Team sters U n ion  Lo ­
cal “ 544” -A F L  and the S ta lin is t 
leaders o f the CIO  M ach in ists 
U n ion  Local 1139. Co-chairmen 
o f the council are V e m  Buck, 
Tobin agent, and Robert W isha rt, 
w e ll-know n S ta lin is t. O ther S ta­
lin is ts  on the board are W illia m  
M auseth and Charles LaV a lley . 
L . C la ir Johnson, secre ta ry-treas­
u re r o f the M inneapolis Team ­
sters Jo in t Council, is a member 
o f the executive com m ittee o f the 
new council.

The program  o f the "J o in t 
C ouncil”  is aimed a t “ successful 
prosecution o f the w a r e f fo r t ”  
and “ establishm ent o f a com m it­
tee to w o rk  w ith  the fede ra l ad­
m in is tra tio n  in  a ll o f its  depa rt­
m ents.”  T h is  la s t no doubt re ­
fe rs  to  the plans o f the S ta lin ­
is ts  and T ob in ’s agents to act as 
finger-m e i} fo r  the F B I against 
m ilita n t un ionists. The “ sedition 
t r ia l ”  in M inneapolis revealed 
th a t the F B I cooperated closely 
w ith  T ob in ’s forces here against 
the m il ita n t  leadership o f Local 
544.

O ther p lanks in the program , 
included to make the Council ap­
pear more a ttra c tiv e  to  labor, 
are : “ P ro te c ting  the in te rests o f 
a !l organized w o rk e rs ;”  “ o rgan­
iza tion  o f the unorgan ized ;”  and 
“ establishm ent o f a com m ittee to  
settle  disputes between the A F L  
and C IO .”

W H Y  C O U N C IL  IS  FO R M E D
B oth the S ta lin is ts  and Tobin 

o ffic ia ls  here aré los ing  contro l 
over the w orkers, and they know 
it .  Both are com m itted to  sacri­
fic ing  the in terests o f the w o rk ­
ers to  the w ar.

Just a sho rt tim e  ago one o f

the CIO M ach in ists Unions here, 
the M olders, revo lted and le ft  
the CIO, re tu rn in g  to  the A F L . 
This was one o f the A F L  unions 
which was swung over to  the 
CIO in  1937 by the S ta lin is ts .

The Tobin-appo in ted leaders o f 
Local “ 544” -A F L  are in  no bet­
te r  shape. They are held in  con­
tem pt by the M inneapolis drivers. 
I t  is estim ated th a t on ly  h a lf  o f 
the d rive rs  are today pay ing  dues 
to Local “ 544” -A F L . The men 
in some o f the la rge s t p lan ts in 
tow n  have un ited  and f la t ly  re ­
fused to  pay dues to  a Tobin- 
dom inated un ion w h ich denies 
them  elections and a dem ocratic 
voice in  union a ffa irs , and w hich 
w il l  no t and cannot se ttle  th e ir  
grievances o r w in  them  th e ir  de­
mands.

In  desperation, the S ta lin is ts  
and the Tob in  agents are t ry in g  
to save themselves by lean ing on 
one another and w a v ing  the fla g . 
T h is  is w h y  the “ J o in t Council”  
has been form ed.

A c tu a lly  the on ly  unions thus 
fa r  represented in  the im posing­
ly  named council are T ob in ’s 
unions in M inneapo lis and the 
S ta lin is t-le d  C IO  M ach in ists. T o­
b in ’s M ay 14 M innesota Team ster 
praises the new council in  an edi­
to r ia l p rom is ing  th a t i t  w i l l  
“ freeze ju r is d ic tio n .”  The A F L  
Team sters and the S ta lin is ts  both 
hope they can use the  council 
aga inst the M o to r T ra n sp o rt &  
A llie d  W orkers  In d u s tr ia l U n ion 
Local 544-CIO.

To indica te how fa r  T ob in ’s 
agents are w ill in g  to go to  co­
operate w ith  the S ta lin is ts , the 
fo rm e r inv ited  B il l  M auseth to  
address the la s t “ 544” -A F L  mem­
bership m eeting. Mauseth, fo r  
years one o f the lead ing S ta lin ­
is t un ion is ts  loca lly , b rough t his 
audience w ith  him . The drivers, 
who rem em ber how M auseth s p lit 
the A F L  M ach in is ts  in 1937 in 
order to  save his own neck, w i l l  
know  how to  estim ate -the va 'ue 
o f th is  “ A F L -C IO  J o in t Council.”

F o r the present, a t least, the 
hook-up between th e  S ta lin is ts  
and T ob in ’s agents seems to be 
confined to  M inneapolis.

its  sections can e ffec tive ly  figh t 
fascism and reaction. Fascism is 
called fo rth  by the ca p ita lis t class, 
is nu rtu red  and financed by them, 
as a means of keeping down the 
w orkers when other methods have 
failed. The cap ita lis ts  may use 
anti-fascist phrases in  order to 
mislead the workers —  in w h ich  
task they have the assistance o f 
Thomas —  but in  the fina l ana­
lysis cap ita lism  adm ires and re­
quires fascism.

Travers Clement and L i l l ia n  
Symes represent the most danger­
ous and nauseating tendency in ­
side the Socialist P arty . They are 
dangerous because they pose as 
m ilita n ts  and m ay in  th is  way 
fool some sincere socialists and 
nauseating because in  the fina l 
checkup they are to he found in 
some v ile  deal w ith  Norm an 
Thomas.

F U T U R E  OF S.P.
Things w i l l  go on as before. 

Those members o f the Socia list 
P arty  who are pacifists w i l l  quote 
the reso lu tion  as suppo rting  th e ir  
po in t of v iew ; those who support 
the w ar w i l l  base themselves on 
i t ;  w h ile  the forces o f C lem ent 
and Symes w i l l  c la im  th a t the 
reso lution adopted by the conven­
tion  fakes an a n ti-w a r position. 
One section of the p a rty  w i l l  ad­
vocate one th in g ; another an op­
posite po in t of view.

In  the Socia list P a rty  we find 
one of the less im p o rta n t casual­
ties o f the s ix  months since Pearl 
Harbor.

Hudson Auto Local 
Stands Firm On 
Overtime Issue

DETROIT, Mich., June 15. 
— A t special meetings on June 
14 the members o f Hudson Lo­
cal 471 of the CIO United Auto 
Workers voted unanimously to 
reject the proposal that they 
give up double-time pay for 
Sundays and holidays. This 
was the third attempt made by 
the union officials to get the 
Hudson workers to swallow  th is  
change in  th e ir  con tract w ith  the 
company.

The action of the aroused H ud­
son workers constitu ted an un­
m istakable repud ia tion  o f the pol­
icies o f uncond itiona l surrender 
advocated by the In te rn a tion a l 
leadership. A ll the top o ffic ia ls  
of the UAW  were m obilized at: 
the m eeting of the day s h ift  tu 
sell the “ equa lity  of sacrifice p ro ­
gram " to the Hudson local. Pres, 
¡dent R. J. Thomas. Secretary* 
Treasurer Addes, Regional Direo 
to r M e lv in  Bishop, R. J. Franken- 
steen and others were on the plat­
form.

The mood of the Hudson w ork­
ers was evidenced by th e ir  ap­
proval of a m otion to l im it  speech­
es to ten m inutes. W hen Presi­
dent Thomas passed the ten -m in ­
ute lim it ,  he was called to order 
by the thousand or more workers. 
They booed Frankensteen and 
would not let h im  speak. A fte r 
a short, sharp discussion, the 
members unan im ously passed a 
m otion to re ta in  the present s h ift  
arrangem ents and overtim e pay 
provisions. The th ird  s h ift  a t 
the m id n ig h t m eeting unanim ous­
ly ra tified  the same m otion.

To a question from  the floo r 
asking w hat the In te rn a tio n a l o f­
ficers were going to do in  the 
face of the Hudson loca l’s rejec­
tion of th e ir  recommendation, 
Germaine, Local 471 President, 
replied tha t he had discussed the 
m atter w ith  Thomas fo llow ing  the 
meeting and th a t Thomas to ld  
h im  the In te rn a tio n a l Executive 
Board would discuss the question.

The revo lt of the Hudson w o rk ­
ers against the In te rn a tion a l lead­
ership and its  policies is espe­
c ia lly  no tew orthy since Hudson 
has always been among the con­
servative UAW  locals in  D e tro it 
and has h ith e rto  been regarded as 
a Reufher local. I t  indicates tha t 
the reso lu tion  passed under pres­
sure o f the w ar-m achine a t the 
recent U A W  conference by  no 
means settled the question o f 
double-tim e pay in the  auto 
unions. A t  the fo rthco m ing  U A W  
convention a t Chicago in  A ug us t 
there is every like lihood  th a t a 
sizeable section o f the delegates 
w i l l  demand an accounting on th is  
and o ther m atte rs .
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M A N IF E S T O  OF T H E  

F O U R T H  IN T E R N A T IO N A L
on the

IM P E R IA L IS T  W A R
and the

P R O L E T A R IA N  R E V O L U T IO N  

48 pages 5 cents per copy

•
P IO N E E R  P U B L IS H E R S  

116 U n iv e rs ity  Place 
New Y o rk  C ity



J U N E  20 ,  1 9 4 2 T H E M  I L I T A N T T H R E E

:By A lb e rt P a rke r;

SO M E SIGNS 
O F  T H E  T IM E S

Reports fro m  W ashington 
have i t  th a t a fe w  weeks ago 
Roosevelt’s cab inet was called 
toge the r to  discuss the problem  
o f N e g ro  demands fo r  equal 
trea tm e n t. Nobody in the Cabi­
n e t proposed, o f course, th a t the 
N egro  people be g ran ted  equal­
ity .  The discussion, a t w ha t has 
been described as “ a ve ry  
s t o r m y  session,”  revolved 
around the question o f w h a t to 
do about N egro com pla ints, no t 
how to  sa tis fy  them.

The problem , as the Cabinet 
saw it ,  was an  organ iza tiona l 
p rob lem ; w h a t th e y  fe l t  was 
needed was some k ind o f gov­
ernm enta l bureau to  wh ich a ll 
N egro  com pla ints would be sent, 
and in  which a ll N egro p rob­
lems would be centra lized, so 
th a t o ther departm ents need no t 
be bothered by them.

V arious proposals came under 
consideration: a p lan to  set up 
a Bureau o f Negro A ffa irs ,  
som eth ing lik e  the Bureau o f In ­
dian A f fa ir s ;  the  appo intm ent 
■of a N egro as a W h ite  House 
executive secretary, to  advise 
the  pres ident; the expansion of 
the F a ir  E m ploym ent Practices 
Com m ittee, the establishm ent o f 
reg iona l offices fo r  th is  com­
m ittee , g re a te r powers fo r  it ,  
etc.

In  the end, m ost o f the  p ro ­
posals were th ro w n  out. B u t 
the  ad m in is tra tio n  is s t i l l  re ­
ported to be considering the ne­
cessity fo r  some new set-up.

M ary  McLeod Bethune, o f f i­
c ia l o f the N a tion a l Y ou th  A d ­
m in is tra tio n , has fro m  the be­
g in n in g  been one o f the m ost en­
thu s ias tic  supporters o f the w a r 
p rogram  in  the c irc le  o f Negro 
governm ent ‘‘advisers”  and o f f i­
cia ls. A l l  the m ore s ig n ifica n t 
are her observations on N egro  
pub lic  op in ion today, made in 
the June 13 issue o f The Peo­
ple ’s Voice:

“ F o r the  past few  weeks I  
have been asking questions, 
m ak ing  inqu iries , look ing  peo­
ple  in  the eye. I  asked m y ques­
tions. made my inqu iries , and 
looked in to  the eyes o f Negroes.

“ W ha t I  have found has 
caused me concern. . .

“ I  received answers and s ta te ­
m ents and looks o f doubt and 
question when I  ta lked to  and 
questioned and looked in to  the 
eyes, o f Negroes recently .”

M rs. Bethune exp la ins the 
sources o f the “ question ing”  as 
fo llo w s :

‘ ‘Soldiers in  un ifo rm  denied 
food fo r  22 hours because no 
res tau ran t would serve them —  
a governm ent w o rke r beaten 
over the head because he a t­
tem pted to  enter a ca fe te ria  th a t 
a guard fe lt  should be rese rv­
ed exclusive ly fo r  w h ite  w o rk ­
ers —  unarmed soldiers shot on 
l i t t le  o r no provocation by c iv il 
and m il ita ry  police —  one g roup  
o f d ra ftees being examined and 
inoculated in  the bo ile r room , 
w h ile  o ther dra ftees are, a t the 
same tim e , examined and inocu­
la ted in  the  im m acula te ly  clean 
and w h ite  c lin ic  rooms o f the 
induction  center —

“ A l l  the  v ic tim  Negroes —  
none o f the pe rpe tra to rs  o f 
these insu lts  and crim es pun­
ished !”

A nd then M rs. Bethune con­
cludes on a note o f near panic: 
‘ ‘Some courageous, unprecedent­
ed steps tow ard  the  e lim ina tion  
o f d isc rim in a tio n  are im pera ­
tiv e  —  N O W !”

fo r  the Advancem ent o f Colored 
People, because he had praised 
the J im  C row  a ir  corps set up 
a t Tuskegee. The N A A C P  lead­
ersh ip  was g re a tly  annoyed, but 
the re  were a lo t  o f pro tests, and 
the move fe ll th rough .

L a s t week, on June 8, the fa r-  
fro m -ra d ica l N A A C P  board o f 
d irectors voted unanim ously to 
k ick  Pickens o u t by  re fu s in g  to 
continue his leave o f absen< 
to w o rk  fo r  the T reasu ry  De­
pa rtm e n t as salesman o f w a r 
bonds and stamps. T h is  tim e 
the com p la in t aga inst Pickens 
was th a t he had commended the 
R ichmond, Va., T im es-D ispatch 
on an e d ito r ia l accusing the 
N A A C P , its  magazine The 
C ris is, the P itts b u rg h  C ourie r 
and the A m sterdam  Star-N ew s 
o f s t ir r in g  up troub le , crea ting  
“ in te rra c ia l tension”  and con­
duc ting  ac tiv itie s  in  tim e  o f w a r 
th a t bordered on “ treason.”

The f u l l  m eaning o f th is  act 
w i l l  be understood on ly  by those 
who know  th a t Pickens is one 
o f the old guard  o f the N A A C P  
and one who, by v ir tu e  o f his 
past o rgan iza tiona l w o rk  and 
his op po rtu n is t p o lit ic a l course, 
enjoys a good deal o f p restige 
among the older Negroes and 
the “ respectable”  elements who 
cla im  th a t “ g ra d u a lly ”  and 
“ peace fu lly ”  the N egro  people 
are go ing to ge t “ m ore and 
m ore r ig h ts .”

A lso  re fle c tin g  the new trends 
among, the N egro  masses is the 
line  th a t the c a p ita lis t press and 
the c a p ita lis t asp irants  fo r  o f ­
fice fee l i t  necessary to  fo llow  
in  th is  period. E d ito r ia ls  in  the 
N . Y . T im es and N . Y . H era ld - 
T ribune , expressing sym pathy 
fo r  Odell W a lle r, the V irg in ia  
sharecropper, and u rg in g  post­
ponement o f h is  execution, do 
no t mean th a t these spokesmen 
fo r  b ig  business have suddenly 
become frien ds  o f the .N e g ro  
people; they mean that! even 
these conservative newspapers 
are aware o f w ha t is go ing on 
in  the m inds o f the N egro peo­
ple.

The fact, th a t po litic ians  lik e  
Dewey and Bennett, asp irants 
fo r  governor o f New Y o rk , both 
hasten to  advocate “ ju s t ”  t re a t­
m en t fo r  the N egro people does 
n o t mean th a t they have re a lly  
become advocates o f equa lity  fo r  
the Negroes; i t  te s tifie s  on ly  to 
the understand ing by the p o lit i­
cians o f the new s p ir it  among 
the N egro masses.

Add up a ll these signs o f the 
times, and me can draw the fo l­
low ing conclusions:

Propaganda, m ountains of it ,  
has fa iled  to convince the Negro 
people tha t they should give up 
the fight- to im prove th e ir  condi­
tions. Today, more than ever, 
they are ready to organize a m il­
ita n t mass movement to crush 
a ll form s o f J im  Crowism.

The governm ent is aware of 
th is ;  so are the po litic ians  and 
the cap ita lis t press; so are the 
leaders of most Negro organiz­
ations. That is w hy they are 
acting and ta lk in g  as they do.

Le t those who re a lly  w ant to 
end J im  Crowism become equal­
ly  aware of th is  developm ent; :  
le t them apply themselves to the , 
creation of such a movement i 
w ith  the same v ig o r and deter­
m ina tion  tha t are used by the 
government, po litic ians, press 
and Negro misleaders to prevent 
or delay its  c rea tion !

How The Stalin-Hitler Pact 
Disarmed The Soviet People
Stalin Feared To Warn Them O f Coming Nazi Attack

By A R T  PR E IS
One year a fte r  H it le r  invaded the Soviet 

Union, a th ird  o f the European te rr ito r ie s  
o f the USSR rem ain  in  N azi hands. The 
most developed in d u s tr ia l and a g r ic u ltu ra l 
areas are occupied by German im peria lism  
or lie  devastated. Some 50,000,000 to  60,- 
000,000 Soviet w orkers and peasants are 
now hostages o f H it le r  o r have been up ­
rooted and forced to  flee  fro m  th e ir  homes. 
The to l l  o f heroic Red A rm y  soldiers dead, 
wounded and captured is in  the m illions. 
Was the m ig h t o f H it le r ’s a rm y alone re ­
sponsible fo r  th is  catastrophic destruction  
and b lood-le tting?

H ow  were the Soviet masses prepared 
fo r  the  inev itab le  s trugg le? D id  S ta lin  
arouse them  and w a rn  them  in ' advance? 
D id the Red A rm y  generals, the hand­
picked sate llites o f S ta lin , have the Red 
A rm y  m obilized and ready?

The con tra ry  was the case. S ta lin ’s en­
tire  course p r io r  to the invasion served to 
iu ll the Soviet people. B y  S ta lin ’s own re ­
peated admission, the  Red A rm y  was caught 
unprepared fo r  H it le r ’s (Assault.

In  A ug us t 1939, S ta lin  had transla ted 
his fe a r o f a N azi invasion in to  the Sta- 
l in -H it le r  non-aggression pact. To sell th is  
pact to the Soviet masses, and to  ju s t i fy  
it ,  the K re m lin  made tw o  basic c la im s:

1. T h a t the pact guaranteed a long  peace 
between the Soviet U n ion and N az i G er­
many, narrow ed the  base o f the  im p e ria l­
is t w a r, and thereby safeguarded the f irs t  
w orkers ’ state.

2. T ha t H it le r ’s a ttack  on Poland was 
the f r u i t  o f A ng lo -F rench  im p e ria lis t p o li­
cy; H it le r  wanted peace, and A ng lo -F rench- 
Am eriean im peria lism  alone was responsi­
ble fo r  the con tinua tion  o f the w ar.

W hat They Claimed 
Before June 22

Here is a typ ica l exam ple o f how the 
Com m unist P a rty  press, repea ting  lik e  a 
phonograph record the  line  o f the K re m ­
lin , deceived the w orkers  about the pact: 

“ The Germ an-Soviet pact shows th a t the 
v ita l in te rests o f the German people can 
d e fin ite ly  be protected by peaceful trea ties, 
provided th a t the  German w o rk in g  peo­
ple ( ! )  decide fo re ign  po licy and have the 
power to guarantee such trea ties.

“ The Soviet U n ion ’s pacts w ith  Germany 
rescued the German people fro m  the w o rs t 
o f coun te r-revo lu tiona ry  wars and ditched 
the p reda to ry plans o f the  A llie d  w arm ak- 
ers against both the Soviet and German 
peoples.

“ B rush ing  aside the le ga lis tic  ‘o rig in s ’ o f 
the present w ar, the Com m unists po in t to 
the rea l provocations o f the w a r in  the 
system atic e ffo r ts  o f the  A ng lo -F rench  im ­
pe ria lis ts  to  b rin g  the Soviet U n ion  and 
Germ any in to  a head-on co llis ion . W ith  th is  
goal in  view, the  B r it is h  im p e ria lis ts  sup­
ported an en tire  scries o f German fasc is t 
aggressions. . . The Soviet U n ion e ffec tive ­
ly  scotched these p lo ts  by its  pacts w ith  
Germ any.”  (Sunday W orker, Feb. 25, 1940.)

These words, w h ich  today sound lik e  the 
rav ings o f de lirium , m ere ly  re ite ra ted  those 
th a t emanated fro m  the ve ry  fou n ts  o f S ta­
lin is t  “ w isdom .”  Thus M o lo tov  —  who la s t 
week seized the banner headlines o f the 
nation fo r  concluding some new pacts —  
to ld  in  his speech o f October 31, 1939, o f 
A ng lo -F rench im p e ria lism ’s “ fe a r  o f los­
ing  w o rld  suprem acy th a t d icta tes to  the 
ru lin g  c ircles o f Q reat B r ita in  and France 
the po licy o f fom en ting  w ar w ith  Ger­
m any. . .”

The S ta lin -H itle r  pact, said M olotov, was 
“ bound to  have its  e ffe c t on the en tire  in ­
te rna tiona l s itua tion . . . Here development

lias proceeded along the line  o f s tre n g th ­
ening our fr ie n d iy  re la tions, extending our 
p rac tica l cooperation and rendering  G er­
many p o litica l support in  her e ffo r ts  fo r  
peace.”

H it le r  shared no rea l g u ilt  in  the war, 
claimed the K re m lin . H it le r  —  d idn ’t  he 
say so h im se lf! —  wanted on ly  peace.

F rom  th is , M olo tov could proceed to  cyn ­
ica lly  boast, “ One s w if t  b low  to  Poland, 
f irs t  by the German A rm y  and then by the 
Red A rm y , and no th in g  was le f t  o f th is  
ug ly  o ffs p r in g  o f the V ersa illes tre a ty .”  
A ccord ing to  S ta lin ’s spokesman, there was 
genuine m e rit in  H it le r ’s invasion o f Po­
land.

“ Cemented In  B lood ,”  Said S ta lin
A nd fro m  th is , he f in a lly  concluded “ th a t 

a s trong  Germ any is  an indispensable con­
d ition  fo r  a durable peace in  Europe.”  Fear 
H itle r?  No, said M olotov, a “ s trong  G er­
m any”  —  H it le r ’s G erm any —  is “ in d is ­
pensable”  fo r  peace in  Europe, th a t is, fo r  
the secu rity  o f the USSR.

I t  rem ained on ly  fo r  S ta lin  h im se lf to 
say the fina l w ord  on the  pact. In  his mes­
sage to  Von R ibbentrop, he procla im ed to  
the Soviet masses and the w orkers  o f the 
w o r id :

“ The friendsh ip  o f the peoples o f G er­
many and the Soviet U n ion, cemented in  
blood, has a ll grounds to  be prolonged and 
stable.”

Is i t  any wonder th a t i f  the Soviet w o rk ­
ers, peasants and soldiers had any doubts 
about the S ta lin -H itle r  pact, th e y  shoved 
them  to  the back o f th e ir  m inds? S ta lin  
h im se lf had spoken!

Perhaps S ta lin  made a m istake. B u t 
w ha t d id  he do up to  the ve ry  m om ent o f 
the invasion, when i t  had been b ru ited  about 
the w o rld  Shat H it le r ’s a rm y  was m ob iliz ­
in g  on ,the Soviet borders?

There is no cause fo r  a la rm , S ta lin  as­
sured the Soviet people.

“ MOSCOW, June 13. —  The Soviet Gov­
ernm ent said in  an o ffic ia l s ta tem ent to ­
n ig h t th a t Germ any is m oving troops fro m  
the Balkans to  her eastern and no rtheast­
ern fro n tie rs  bu t th a t these m il ita ry  move­
ments m ust be regarded as ‘hav ing  no bear­
ing  on Soviet-Germ an re la tions .’

“ The statem ent, issued by the o ffic ia l 
Tass Agency, sha rp ly  denounced rum ors 
abroad o f G erm an-Soviet tension as ‘c lum ­
s ily  concocted propaganda o f forces hostile  
to  the USSR and G erm any’ (the  A ng lo - 
A m erican im p e ria lis t governm ents.)

“  ‘A ccord ing  to  in fo rm a tio n  a t the d is­
posal o f the USSR Germ any abides by the 
provis ions o f the Soviet-G erm an Pact o f 
N on-A ggression as unsw erv ing ly  as the  
Soviet U n ion. . . the rum ors o f G erm any’s 
in ten tion  to  d is ru p t the  pact and undertake 
an a ttack  on the USSR are devoid o f  any 
grounds. . .1”  (D a ily  W orker, June 14, 
1941.)

S ta lin ’s Explanations 
A fte r June 22

A f te r  the event, a f te r  H i t le r ’s a rm y  was 
unloosed on an unprepared and un fo re ­
warned Soviet people, S ta lin  was compelled 
to “ exp la in ”  H ite r ’s in it ia l successes by 
com pla in ing th a t he had been “ surp rised”  
by the “ sudden treach ery”  o f the Nazis. In  
his rad io  address o f J u ly  3, 1941, S ta lin  
claimed th a t H i t le r ’s a rm y  had been “ on ly  
a w a itin g  the s igna l to  move in to  action, 
whereas Soviet troops had l i t t le  tim e  to  
e ffe c t m ob iliza tion  and move up to  the 
fro n tie rs . . . F asc is t Germ any suddenly 
and unexpectedly v io la ted the non-aggres­
sion pact.”

On Feb. 22, 1942, a f te r  the German a rm y

had been ha lted before Moscow and Le n in ­
grad, S ta lin ’s O rder o f the D ay sta ted: 
“ Th is circum stance should be noted: No
sooner had the German arsenal lo s t the 
weapon o f suddenness tha n  the German A r ­
m y was confronted w ith  catastrophe.”

I t  is im possible a fte r  the  event to state 
ca tegorica lly  th a t had the Soviet people 
and the Red A rm y  been fo rew arned and 
prepared, they  m ig h t have stemmed the 
German a rm y  fro m  the s ta rt, o r held i t  
to much sm a lle r ga ins and a t less loss to 
the Soviot masses. B u t i t  is reasonable to 
assume th a t th is  would have been so —  
and even S ta lin  a ff irm s  th is .

I t  can the re fo re  also be stated th a t S ta­
lin  e ithe r s tu p id ly  o r de libe ra te ly  deceived 
the Soviet people. He did so when he la id  
the f u l l  resp on s ib ility  fo r  the w a r on the 
shoulders-o f A ng lo -F rench-A m erican  im pe­
r ia lis m  alone and procla im ed the peaceful 
in tentions o f German im peria lism .

B u t even when i t  was a v ir tu a l ce rta in ty  
tha t H i t le r ’s invasion o f the USSR was im ­
m inent, S ta lin  continued the deception. F o r 
he did n o t date concede the im pending ex­
plosion o f h is  prom ised “ 20 years peace”  
w ith  N azi Germany. He de libe ra te ly  chose 
to r is k  an a tta ck  by H it le r  on an unpre­
pared Soviet U n ion ra th e r than  a d m it the 
fa ls ity  o f his prom ises fo r  the pact w ith  
H itle r .

An Eyewitness Account
One con firm ation  o f the fa c t th a t H i t le r ’s 

a ttack  was “ sudden and unexpected”  on ly  to  
the deceived Soviet people and no t the 
K rem lin , is the re p o rt o f Lou is P. Loch- 
ncr, Associated Press correspondent in  
G erm any who recen tly  re tu rned  to  th is  
coun try  in  an exchange o f hostages. W r it ­
ing  in  the N . Y . T imes, June .6, Lochncr 
states:

“ . . . I t  seems to  me as i f  v ir tu a lly  every­
body I  encountered knew the w a r was com ­
ing —  that, is, everybody except the  Rus­
sian correspondents accredited to  B erlin , 
and even they may have been pretending.

“ La te  in  M ay (the  invasion began June 
22, 1941) one o f  m y in fo rm a n ts  whose in ­
fo rm a tio n  had always proved true  came to  
te ll me th a t a t 3 A . M . on the  fo u rth  Sun­
day in  June (June 22) the Germans would 
march in to  Russia. I  checked w ith  our 
U n ited States m il ita ry  attaches, who said 
a ll reports  indicated th a t trem endous arm y 
concentrations were in  progress on the Ger- 
man-Russian f ro n t  and th a t i t  looked lik e  
a ‘b low -up’ soon.

“ F rom  tim e  to  tim e  I  made contact w ith  
my Russian colleagues. They insisted —  
and I  know they inqu ired o f th e ir  own 
embassy about i t  —  th a t I  was a ll w rong, 
th a t re la tions w ith  Germ any were qu ite 
norm al and th a t Soviet Russia was sup­
p ly in g  a ll the  raw  m ateria ls  th a t Germany 
had asked fo r .”

U p  to  the la s t m om ent, in  o ther words, 
when every “ m an on the s tree t”  in  G er­
many, as Lochner p u t it ,  knew  th a t H it le r  
was ready ing  his assault on the Soviet 
Union, the S ta lin  reg im e —  in fo rm ed  and 
warned —  le t i t  be knowh th a t i t  was con­
tin u in g  to g ive H it le r  w a r m ate ria ls  —  
which he would be us ing aga inst the  So­
v ie t w orkers and peasants.

In  s tr ik in g  the balance sheet o f the  So- 
v ic t-N a z i w a r, le t i t  be recorded th a t  the 
tremendous losses o f the Red A rm y , the 
devastation o f the m ost developed areas o f 
the USSR, the fa c t th a t the fasc is t im pe­
r ia lis t  dagger rem ains today po inted a t the 
very he a rt o f the f irs t  w o rke rs ’ state, are 
due in  la rge  measure to  the treachery  o f 
S ta lin  and his pact w ith  H itle r .

O f a ll h is  m onstrous crim es, th is  w i l l  
stand among S ta lin ’s greatest.

L a s t w in te r a move was s ta r t­
ed to  k ick  W illia m  Pickens out 
o f h is job  as d irec to r o f branch­
es fo r  the 'N a tio n a l Association
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25,000 NEGROES PROTEST AGAINST J IM  CROW
(Continued from page 1)

utes, w ith  Randolph able to  speak 
on ly  ve ry  b r ie f ly .

PRO G RAM  O F D E M A N D S
In  general, the e igh t-p o in t p ro ­

gram  o f demands, w h ich was una­
n im ously adopted w ith  g re a t ap­
plause, t r u ly  re flected the  asp ira ­
tions o f the N egro  masses. These 
demands include:

The abrogation o f every law  
which makes a d is tinc tio n  in 
trea tm e n t between persons based 
on re lig io n , creed, co lor o r na­
tion a l o r ig in ; le g is la tio n  to  en­
force the 5th and 14th Am end­
ments so th a t no persons m ay be 
deprived o f life , lib e r ty  and p rop­
e r ty  w ith o u t due process o f law ; 
enforcem ent o f the 14th and 15th 
Amendments and passage o f an 
an ti-P o ll Tax b i l l ;  abo lition  o f 
segregation and d isc rim in a tio n  in 
a ll branches o f the armed forces.

A n  end to a ll d isc rim in a tio n  in  
jobs and jo b  t ra in in g ; the w ith ­
d raw a l o f federal funds fro m  any 
agency p ra c tic in g  d isc rim ina tion  
in  the use o f those funds; rep re ­
sentation fo r  N egro  and m in o r ity  
groups on a ll governm enta l ad­
m in is tra tiv e  agencies and on m is ­
sions, p o litica l and technica l, a t 
any post-w ar peace conferences.

T h is la s t p o in t was re la ted  to 
freedom  fo r  the colon ia l peoples, 
as was indicated in  the  rem arks 
o f several o f the  speakers. E very  
reference to  Ind ia , China, the

W est Indies, A fr ic a  which ex- | 
pressed support fo r  the im m edi­
ate libe ra tion  o f the  co lon ia l peo­
ples received a tremendous ova­
tion .

LE A D E R S  F A IL  TO  SO UND 
C A L L  TO M ASS A C T IO N

B u t though the m eeting  was 
called by the M arch-on-W ashing- 
ton Movem ent, and though pass­
ing  reference was made by a few  
o f the speakers to such an action, 
the on ly  concrete proposal fo r  
ach ieving the  demands o f the 
movement was —  another com­
m ittee o f N egro leaders to  v is it  
W ashington and ta lk  to  Roose­
ve lt.

T h is  is the same k ind o f “ ac­
tio n ”  which was substitu ted fo r  
the orig ina lly-schedu led m arch 
on W ash ing ton la s t year when i t ’ 
was called o f f  a t the las t m in ­
ute. Then a conference was held 
w ith  Roosevelt, who made a ll 
kinds o f prom ises and issued an 
executive order, w ith o u t any 
teeth, aga inst d isc rim in a tio n  in  
w ar industries. Today, the M arch- 
on-W ashington M ovem ent has 
had to  be revived, because, in  the 
words o f m ost o f the speakers, 
“ conditions fo r  the N egro are as 
bad as ever.”

Randolph h im se lf, the leading 
figu re  o f the movement, confined 
h im se lf in  h is few  b r ie f words 
to te ll in g  the people who wanted 
to know w ha t mass action  they

could take th a t he and a few  
o ther leaders hoped to  ge t a h e a r­
in g  before Roosevelt. And th a t 
was a ll he proposed.

“ FROM  G R A N D  C E N T R A L  
TH R O U G H  TO  G E O R G IA ”

B u t the th in g  th a t b ro u g h t out 
the rea l sentim ents o f the audi­
ence, th a t showed th a t they had 
li t t le  fa ith  in  m ere conferences 
between a ha nd fu l o f top  Negro 
leaders and Roosevelt, th a t w ha t 
they believe in is a nat'ion-w ide 
organized cam paign o f mass ac­
tion, was the cheering, s tam ping 
ovation g iven to  a p lay  which 
dram atized the p lig h t  o f the  N e­
gro and stressed the ca ll fo r  a 
Negro mass m arch on W ash ing­
ton.

I t  was th is  p lay, presented by 
a top-notch cast o f p ro fession­
al actors, w h ich t r u ly  voiced the 
fee lings o f the N egro masses and 
sounded the ca ll the y  wanted to 
hear. In  scene a fte r  scene —  
sketch ing the experiences o f the 
Negro t ry in g  to  ge t in to  the 
Navy, being called before the 
d ra ft  hoard, seeking to  ge t a jo b  
in  a public hospita l, ask ing fo r  
membership in  a li ly -w h ite  c ra f t  
union —  was expressed the f ig h t­
ing  de te rm ina tion  o f the  average 
N egro to  beat down J im -C row - 
ism. A nd  each scene was sum ­
med up in  the f in a l d e fia n t cha l­
lenge, “ I ’m m arch ing !”

Then the audience t r u ly  came 
alive. The ra fte rs  ra n g  w ith  
th e ir applause, th e ir  cheers.

The sing le  line  o f th a t  p lay  
which stood ou t and b ro u g h t the 
house down, was the  sta tem ent 
o f the actor Canada Lee as a 
you th  called before a d ra ft  board 
and to ld  he was be ing inducted. 
When the w h ite  board agent no­
ticed his lack o f enthusiasm  fo r  
f ig h t in g  in the “ w a r fo r  democ­
racy,”  and heated ly questioned 
him , the re p ly  was: “ Go on! Put 
me in  the arm y. I  a in ’t, no con­
scientious objector. B u t I ’m s ta r t ­
ing the f ig h t  fo r  democracy be­
g inn ing  a t  Grand C entra l S ta tion  
and r ig h t s tra ig h t on th rough  to 
Georgia.”

S T A L IN IS T  S A B O TA G E
A  fa c t o f p rim e p o lit ic a l im ­

portance was the noticeable ab­
sence o f S ta lin ism  in  th is  m eet­
ing. The S ta lin is t p rog ram  o f 
unconditional support fo r  the w a r 
w h ile  b u ry in g  the N egro s tru g ­
gle “ fo r  the d u ra tio n ”  would have 
met a ve ry  cold response i f  the 
Com m unist P a r ty  had been able 
to in troduce its  line  a t the m eet­
ing.

The S ta lin is ts  gave the m eeting 
no support and, in  fa c t, tr ie d  to  
sabotage it .  P r io r  to  the  m eeting, 
the S ta lin is t press attacked the 
m eeting and charged its  leaders 
w ith  be ing “ appeasers”  o f the

Axis. (Just a year ago, before 
Hitler attacked the Soviet Union, 
the ‘Daily Worker’ denounced 
Randolph as a “war-monger.”)

The press release issued by 
Randolph la s t n ig h t, con ta in ing  
the address w h ich  he was unable 
to g ive because o f lack o f tim e, 
sha rp ly  answered the S ta lin is ts  
in  words wh ich a lm ost every N e­
gro  would endorse:

“ The Com m unists o f a ll shades 
and w ings (he should have said: 
o f one shade, the S ta lin is t be­
traye rs  o f Com m unism ) who have 
sought to  sabotage th is  m eeting 
say the tim e and money and e f­
fo r t  p u t in to  th is  m eeting should 
be p u t in to  he lp ing  to  w in  the 
war. We re jec t th is  advice. O ur 
rep ly  is th a t n o t on ly  are we 
s tag ing  th is  m eeting, b u t one in 
Chicago and W ash ing ton also, 
and i f  the P resident does no t is ­
sue a w a r proc lam ation  to abol­
ish J im -C row  in W ashington, the  
D is tr ic t  o f Colum bia and a ll Gov­
ernm ent departm ents and the 
armed forces, Negroes are go ing 
to M A R C H  and we don’t  g ive a 
damn w h a t happens.”

“ S A V E  O D E L L  W A L L E R ”
Over the en tire  m eeting —  ep i­

tom iz ing  the k ind  o f deal the 
N egro has been handed in  A m e r­
ica —  was the shadow o f the im ­
pending execution in V irg in ia  th is  
F rida y  o f Odell W a lle r. The on ly  
banners th a t greeted the aud i­
ence were three, a ll w ith  the same 
w ords: “ S A V E  O D E L L  W A L L -

Professor Laski and 
A People’s Peace

The trade un ion leaders of the 
B r it is h  I abor P a rty  undoubtedly 
consider themselves very fo r tu n ­
ate in  having a “ le ft-w ing ”  p ro­
fessor to act as th e ir  m ou th ­
piece whenever questions of high 
po licy or theory have to be d is­
cussed, They feel themselves 
exceedingly competent to deal 
w ith  the p ractica l questions of 
the day but, w ith  the usual in ­
s igh t of m ere ly p ractica l men, 
understand th a t i t  is  be tte r to 
have someone w ith  a repu ta tion  
in  the in te lec tua l w o rld  discuss 
more general and abstract prob­
lems.

Thus to give the masses hope 
fo r the m orrow  so th a t they 
can bette r bear the burdens of 
today the labor leaders, a t the 
convention of the B r it is h  Labor 
P a rty  held recently  in  London, 
chose H a ro ld  Laski, Professor of 
P o litica l Science a t the U n ive r­
s ity  of London, to present the 
reso lu tion  “ F o r a Planned Eco­
nom ic Democracy.”

P o in tin g  out th a t the C hurch­
i l l  governm ent had no t hesitated 
to set up a h igh  degree of con­
tro l over p riva te  in d u s try  and 
to p lan the economic life  of the 
na tion  fo r  w ar purposes, the re­
so lu tion stated th a t the same 
measures fo r  m ob iliz in g  the re­
sources of the na tion  “ are no 
less necessary fo r  securing th e ir  
best use in  peace and m ust 
there fore he m ainta ined a fte r 
fina l v ic to ry  is won.”

L A  S K I’S A P P E A L
A nother im p o rtan t po in t made 

by M r. La sk i was the necessity 
o f ending th is  w a r w ith  a  “ peo­
ple ’s peace.”  He p la in tiv e ly  com­
plained tha t M r. C h u rch ill has 
thus fa r  evaded th is  im portan t 
question a lthough the P rim e 
M in is te r “ agreed th a t th is  is a 
people’s w a r”  he has been 
strange ly s ilen t about p ledging 
a people’s peace and M r. Lask i 
beseeched him  to end h is silence 
and jo in  in  the movement fo r  
such a peace. “ Because M r. 
C h u rch ill has given so much I  
ask h im  to g ive more.”

We have here a re tu rn  to 
the utopian socialism  o f Ro­
bert Owen who thought he 
could appeal to the generous 
nature o f the owners o f in du ­
s try  to induce them  to sur­
render th e ir  w ealth  and usher 
in  socialism. In  th is  pa rticu ­
la r  case wc have an appeal to 
the leader and spokesman of 
t.he most in flu e n tia l section of 
the B r it is h  ru l in g  class.
T ha t the resources of a ll na­

tions at. w a r have been m ob il­
ized, th a t the freedom of the 
cap ita lis ts  has been restric ted  
and th a t a certa in  am ount o f 
p lann ing  has been in troduced 
in to  the economic li fe  of a ll na­
tions is undeniable. B u t i t  m ust 
never be fo rgo tten  th a t the capi­
ta lis ts  are p e rm ittin g  in te r fe r­
ence w ith  th e ir  norm al a c t iv i­
ties on ly  because they are con­
fronted w ith  a w a r s itua tion . 
Tt is o f course true  th a t the b ig  
cap ita lis ts  are m ak ing  huge 
pro fits  out of the w a r bu t even 
o m itt in g  th is  fac to r from  con­
s idera tion i t  s t i l l  rem ains true  
th a t whatever p lann ing  there is, 
exists s im p ly  to make the w ar 
e ffo rt more effective and thus 
guard the in terests o f the capi­
ta lis t class. The m ob iliza tion  of 
a ll resources and the p lann ing 
are not in  the in terests o f the 
masses.

T H E  O N L Y  GOOD E F F E C T
F rom  a certa in  v iew po in t the 

huge expenditures o f money and 
the economic p lann ing  demand­
ed by the w ar w i l l  have a good 
effect. B u t on ly because i t  w i l l  
help teach the w orkers th a t  i f  
economic p lann ing  is good fo r  
w a r i t  ce rta in ly  ought to be 
good fo r peace. As fa r as the 
cap ita lis ts  are concerned, they 
w i l l  t r y  th e ir  best to go back 
to the old system of "freedom ”  
and exp lo ita tion . I t  is  ha rd ly  
lik e ly  that, they w i l l  he able to 
do so. B u t the  fact rem ains

th a t unless the workers assume 
con tro l o f production, there W ill 
he no p lann ing  fo r th e ir  benefit. 
I f  the cap ita lis ts  surrender any 
of th e ir  freedom in  peace tim e 
i t  w i l l  be on ly  to the fascists 
who w i l l  pro tect them  against 
exp rop ria tion  by the workers.

N o r is M i-. L a s k i’s hope th a t 
he w i l l  achieve a people’s peace 
w ith  the aid o f C h u rch ill o r 
Roosevelt based on any more 
solid foundation. We presume 
th a t by a “ people’s peace”  the 
professor means one th a t w i l l  
g ive a ll nations the r ig h t  of self- 
de term ination , th a t w i l l  do away 
w ith  ca p ita lis t exp lo ita tion , cap­
ita l is t  r iv a lr ie s  and state boun­
daries. In  other words, a so­
c ia lis t peace.

Since La sk i is not th in k in g  
o f a social change th a t w i l l  pu t 
the w orkers  in  power i t  is  ob­
v ious th a t i t  w i l l  be M r. Church­
i l l  and M r. Roosevelt o r th e ir  
representatives who w i l l  s it  a t 
the peace table. W hat in  M r. 
C h u rc h ill’s record can ju s t ify  
the conclusion th a t he w’ i l l  in ­
s is t on a people’s peace? A nd 
should he by some m ysterious 
force be moved to accept M r. 
L a s k i’s socialism , w'ould the 
Conservative P a rty  whose crea­
tu re  he is stand by w ith o u t a 
m u rm u r and pe rm it M r. Church­
i l l  to  dispose o f th e ir  w ealth 
and power?

N O T  O N E  CO NCESSIO N
B u t has no t M r. C h u rch ill 

adm itted tha t th is  is a people’s 
war? Of course he has! Does 
i t  require  any sacrifice on the 
p a rt of the class he represents 
to ca ll i t  a people's war? Not 
a single v ita l concession need 
be made by the ru lin g  g ioup 
in  England to have th is  w ar 
christened a "people’s w ar.”  
On the con tra ry , C h u rch ill, by 
do ing so, gains the acclama­
tion  o f M r. Lask i and, u n fo r­
tunate ly , of (he masses. How 
else could he gain the sup­
p o rt o f the masses? Im agine 
w hat support he would get i f  
he were to proc la im  th a t th is  
w a r is  fought in  the in terests 
o f the B r it is h  ru lin g  class!

C hurch ill w il l,  i f  compelled to, 
make promises about a people’s 
peace. As Lask i charges, he 
evades the question; he evades 
i t  because a clever cap ita lis t 
p o lit ic ia n  avoids m aking defin ite  
promises, even general ones, un ­
less he is forced to do so to gain 
support from  the masses. B u t 
even i f  C h u rch ill makes any 
promises on th a t score i t  is  ab­
so lu te ly  safe to d iscount those 
promises by one hundred per­
cent.

H U G E  V O TE  A G A IN S T
T h a t a large section of the 

masses supporting  the B r it is h  
Labor P a rty  do not accept 
C h urch ill's  promises was in d i­
cated by (lie  huge vote ro lled 
up at the Labor P a rty  conven­
tio n  by the opponents o f the 
election truce. The B r it is h  mass­
es are undoubtedly supporting  
the w ar bu t a t the same tim e 
they do no t tru s t the present 
governm ent e ith e r in  the con­
duct of the w a r o r in  the con­
clusion o f the peace. They do 
not possess the education of M r. 
Lask i but they understand th a t 
so long as the Conservative P a r­
ty  is in power and contro ls the 
w a r i t  w il l also contro l the peace 
and th a t w i l l  be a peace w h ich  
w il l  b rin g  the same wretched 
existence to the masses th a t they 
had p r io r  to -the "people’s w a r.”

In  effect the masses are say­
in g : “ We support the w ar bu t 
we w ant our own p a rty  to take 
charge of its  conduct and of 
the peace to fo llow . T ha t is 
w h y  w e w ant no election 
truce. To give the p a rty  of 
B r it is h  cap ita lism  charge of 
the w ar and of the peace 
means th a t ou r sacrifices w i l l  
be in  va in .”  W ith  reference 
to the las t propostion, the 
masses are a thousand tim es 
more correct than the educat­
ed M r. Laski.

E R .”  A nd the c lim ax o f th e  m eet­
in g  was reached when W a lle r ’s 
m other, a t in y , aged, w o rk -w o rn  
woman, stood p ro ud ly  and erect 
before th a t g ia n t crowd, and 
pleaded fo r  the l i fe  o f her boy. 
The en tire  audience rose to  its  
fee t to  express its  sym pathy and 
support.

Despite the shortcom ings o f the 
leaders, th e ir  fa ilu re  to  enunci­
ate a c lear-cu t p rogram  o f ac­
tion , the m eeting in  its e lf  was 
pro found ly  im p o rta n t. I t  was a 
po w e rfu l dem onstra tion o f the 
N egro people’s de te rm ina tion  to  
f ig h t fo r  and w in  eq ua lity  and 
democracy fo r  themselves a t 
home. They aren’t  begg ing fo r  a 
few  m in o r concessions and a cou­
ple o f condescending pats on the 
back from  W ashing ton. They are 
o rgan iz ing  and dem anding no th ­
in g  less than im m ediate fu l l  and 
uncond itiona l eq ua lity  fro m  top 
to  bottom . T h is  is  a s ig n ifica n t 

• s ign  to r  the  fu tu re . The A m e r­
ican N egro  is  ta k in g  his r ig h t ­

fu l place in  the f ro n t  ranks o f 
th e  f ig h te rs  aga ins t oppression 
in  every fo rm , both in  A m erica  
and th ro u g h o u t the w orld .

By M . M O R R ISO N
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JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. M ilita ry  tra in in g  o f w o rkers, financed 

by the  governm ent, b u t und e r c o n tro l 
o f the  trade  u n ions. Special o ffice rs ’ 
t ra in in g  cam ps, financed by the  gov­
ernm ent b u t co n tro lle d  by the  trade 
un ions, to  tra in  w orkers to  become 
o ffice rs .

2 . T rade u n io n  wages fo r  a ll w orkers 
d ra fte d  in to  the  arm y.

3 . F u ll e q u a lity  fo r  Negroes in  the  arm ed 
fo rces and the  w ar in dus trie s— Down 
w ith  J im  C row ism  everyw here.

4 . C onfisca tion  o f a ll w ar p ro fits . E xp ro ­
p ria tio n  o f a ll w ar in dus trie s  and th e ir 
ope ra tion  unde r w o rkers ’ c o n tro l.

5 . F o r a ris in g  scale o f wages to  m eet the 
ris in g  cost o f liv in g .

6 . W orke rs Defense Guards against v ig ­
ila n te  and fascist attacks.

7. A n  Independent Labor P a rty  based on 
the  T rade U nions.

8 . A  W orke rs ’ and Farm ers’ G overn­
m ent.

Masses Themselves 
W ill Avenge Lidice

Fascism’s innate bestiality is epitomized by the 
action of the Nazis in wiping out the Czecho-Slo- 
vak mining town of Lidice, executing all its male 
inhabitants, herding its children to “ appropriate 
educatonal institutions’’ and its women into con­
centration camps.

This abomination was committed because the-pop- 
ulaton of the town allegedly “ gave shelter to and 
assisted”  the persons who killed the Gestapo lead­
er, Hangman Reinhard Heydrich.

H itle r’s recourse to such monstrous measures be­
speaks the difficulties he is experiencing in secur­
ing a welcome for his “ new order”  in occupied 
Europe.

These savage acts of fascism —  the dictatorship 
of capitalism in its most Regenerate stage —  w ill 
not subdue the masses under the heel of German 
imperialism. On the contrary, those who hated 
fascism before w ill hate it all the more now. Such 
acts are a guarantee that the spirit o f resistance 
w ill flame and spread in the Nazi-conquered lands. 
They point the way to but one end for H itler 
and his system: a revolutionary explosion that w ill 
blast fascism and all its works from the face of 
the world.

Such blqody crimes of German imperialism as 
the Lidice massacre are, naturally, grist for the 
m ill of the bourgeois democratic propagandists. 
They do not hesitate to exploit for their own ends 
the horror of the masses at these fascist atrocities. 
The outcries of the bourgeois democrats are mo­
tivated, however, solely by their desire to capital­
ize on the resistance of the people in occupied 
Europe for the benefit o f Allied imperialism.

The atrocity committed at Lidice, and the thou­
sands of other Nazi crimes, w ill be avenged. But 
i t  is the workers and peasants of occupied Europe, 
Germany and the world, who w ill strike the aveng­
ing blows.

Not the armies of capitalism, but the revolu­
tionary hosts of the masses themselves w ill exact 
fu ll vengeance for the outrages of fascism. I t  is 
the duty of the international revolutionary social­
ists to make clear to the proletariat of the world 
the means for achieving that task. Fascism w ill 
be destroyed when capitalism, the very root and 
seed of the fascist system, has been eliminated and 
replaced by the real new order, the Socialist Uni­
ted States of Europe and the World.

U. S. Court Spikes 
Wage -Hour Law

President Roosevelt’s hand-picked “ New Deal”  
Supreme Gourt last week dealt the employing class 
another four-ace hand from the bottom of the 
deck. A 5 to 4 decision in the A. H. Belo Co. case 
now permits employers, i f  they can get away with 
it, to sneak around the wage-hour law through 
the use of virtual "yellow dog”  contracts.

According to the law, time-and-a-half wage rates 
are to be paid for all work over 40 hours a week, 
based on the regular hourly scales. But the Belo

Co., a Texas publishing outfit, had a smart shy­
ster figure an angle for evading the clear intent 
of the law.

The employes of this company were being paid 
a weekly wage. They were called in, after the 
wage-hour law went into effect, and made to sign 
individual contracts stating that they accepted as 
a minimum hourly wage a rate which would re­
quire them to work 54y 2  hours a week to get the 
same weekly pay as before. On the regular 40- 
hour week basis they would be taking a sizeable 
wage slash.

Thus, by arb itrarily  computing the hourly pay 
rate at a below-standard level, the company did 
not have to pay any actual overtime wages until 
the employes had put in more than 54 hours .of 
work.

The Supreme Court m ajority admitted that “ it 
was no doubt true that the purpose of respond­
ent’s arrangements with its employes was to per­
m it as far as possible the payment of the same 
total weekly wage after the Act as before.”

Then the Court proceeded to rule that this prac­
tice was legal.

This decision paves the way for every non-union 
firm  in the country to pull the same cheap trick 
on its workers. No less than a m illion and a half 
workers, lacking the benefits of union contracts, 
can be affected by the decision. Only those work­
ers fortunate enough to have a strong union and 
an iron-clad union contract w ill be able to main­
tain the benefits of the wage-hour law.

Thus the “ liberal”  Supreme Court, w ith one 
slash of its jurid ical knife, has done to the 40- 
hour week what a corporation-dominated Congress 
has not yet dared to do through legislation.

This decision is not accidental. I t  follows a 
whole series of reactionary interpretations of laws 
affecting workers’ living standards, union rights 
and c iv il liberties. It is of a piece with the ruling 
that a strike of seamen aboard ship in any but 
the home port is “ m utiny” ; the decision uphold­
ing a local ordinance requiring the payment of a 
fee and a license for selling literature, aimed at 
suppressing the dissemination of m inority ideas; 
the Court’s refusal on two occasions to review the 
Waller case.

When Roosevelt was conducting his unsuccessful 
fight for "reorganization”  of the Supreme Court, 
many workers were deluded into believing that 
getting a majority of Roosevelt “ liberals”  on the 
court would somehow change its ruling class char­
acter. They can now see otherwise.

The tide of reaction which is mounting in the 
wake of the “ war for democracy”  encompasses the 
judicial instruments of capitalist rule, as well as all 
its other agencies. The Supreme Court remains 
what it has always been —  the most powerful sin­
gle means for legalizing capitalist reaction.

Problem O f India 
Far From 'Settled'

The 400,000,000 subject workers and peasants 
of India are far from resigning themselves passive­
ly  to the fate the British ruling class has reserved 
for them. They have no intentions, i f  they can 
help it, of being ground between the war machines 
of two contending imperialist powers. We see a 
pale reflection of their mood in statements now- 
emanating from the pacifist bourgeois nationalist 
leaders in India.

Last week the leaders of the A ll-Ind ia  Congress 
Party proposed a mass “ quit India”  campaign, d i­
rected at both the British and American forces. 
Nehru announced that the “ Axis powers are In ­
dia's enemies. But the British Government also 
is our enemy. We w ill fight the British Govern­
ment until India is free and we w ill resist aggres­
sion i f  our enemies invade India."

And he respectfully added: “ Americans are our 
friends, but we would not like an American Army 
overunning India.”  We like you —  but get out!

These are not the w-ords of Nehru and Gandhi. 
They are the words which the Indian masses have 
put into their mouths. Today as yesterday, the 
native capitalists and landlords of India and their 
political representatives are ready to come to terms 
with imperialism. But the most they dare to do 
under present conditions is attempt to head o ff 
the impending revolutionary storm by urging a 
bare-handed and futile  “ non-cooperative, non-vio­
lent”  resistance.

But we can take their words as a sign of what 
is stirring in the vast depths of India, even if  
the American capitalist press has “ settled”  the 
India problem by consigning it to tiny  occasion­
al items on inside pages.

For the ruling class would have the American 
people believe that everything is calm and peace­
fu l in -Ind ia  once more. No longer do the metro­
politan dailies editorialize about the “ faded trap­
pings of British imperialism.”  When the Indian 
people rejected the Churchill-Cripps promissory- 
note for after-the-w'ar “ freedom,”  the American 
press berated them for their “ stupidity" and “ in­
gratitude”  and returned once again to the theme 
of the "white man’s burden."

British imperialism had offered everything to 
the Indian masses but to get o ff their backs. It 
had demanded that they support British arms in 
the defense of "four freedoms”  they have never 
known, and called on them to resist Japanese in­
vasion while continuing to send them to prison 
for carrying so. much as a pocket-knife.

But so far as the people of India arc concerned 
—  and it is their opinion and actions which are 
decisive in the matter —  the question of their na­
tional independence is1 far from settled. M ighty 
forces are stirring in that oppressed land. No 
dim-out of news from. India can conceal the light­
nings of the approaching storm.

Anti-Fascist Federal 
Employes Terrorized
Fascisl-Minded, Anti-Labor G Men Hound, 
Victimize Hundreds Suspected of Liberalism

The federal government agencies are in the throes of an 
extensive witch-hunt, with the Arm y and Navy Intelligence, the 
FBI, Secret Service and C iv il Service investgators combing the 
ranks of government employes and giving the axe to every per­
son suspected of having even the remotest connection, past or
present, w ith  libera l, labor o r rad-i> 
ica l organizations and ideas.

A lready up to 200 ind iv idua ls  
are known to have been dismissed. 
Most of them have no t even been 
to ld  why although they have 
strong suspicions. A ll they know 
is tha t they are called in  to r ques­
tio n in g  by some government 
sleuth, and asked a lo t of ques­
tions about whether they belong 
to a labor union, ever w ent to a 
m eeting in  support of Lo ya lis t 
Spain, whether th e ir  uncle or 
m other or bro ther-in -law  ever did, 
etc. The next th in g  they know 
they are o ff the government pay­
ro ll.

The lib e ra l New Y ork  newspa­
per PM, w h ich  aspires to the role 
of ch ie f counsel fo r the defense 
of Am erican libera ls, last week 
carried considerable m ate ria l on 
th is  w itch -hunt. Am ong th is  m at­
e r ia l is a l is t  of questions which 
the governm ent investiga ting  
agents ask th e ir  prospective purge 
vic tim s.

T Y P IC A L  Q U E S TIO N S  
Here are a few ;
“ Have you any reason to  sus­

pect M r. X  o f being u n -A m eri­
can? Is  he a Jew?”

“ W hich w in g  o f the Am erican 
Labor P a rty  are you fo r ? ”

“ Is  M r. . . an atheist?”
“ D id you ever belong to  the 

League A g a in s t W ar and Fas­
cism, the A m erican C iv il L ib e r­
ties U n ion, the A m erican Peace 
M o b iliza tio n ? ”

“ D id  you ever w o rk  fo r  L o y a l­
is t  S pa in?”

“ Do you consider Nazism  and 
Fascism a g rea te r menace to  the 
coun try  than Communism?”

" Is  i t  true  th a t you have a t­
tacked the Dies Com m ittee re ­
peated ly?”

“ Is  i t  tru e  th a t you fa vo r the 
CIO  over the A F L ? ”

“ D id  you ever engage in  any 
p o lit ic a l a c tiv ity ? ”

“ W ha t is your fa v o rite  read­
in g  m a tte r? ”

“ W ha t union do you belong to? 
A re  you an o ffice r in  the un ion? ” '

“ Do you know any radicals? 
Do you believe in  any rad ica l 
ideas o r are you sym pathetic  to 
the m ?”

“ W hy did  you reg is te r A m e r­
ican Labor P a rty  in  the la s t elec­
tions ?”

Perhaps the most incred ib le of 
the questions asked, was directed 
a t CBS rad io  com m entator W il­
liam  S h ire r about h is colleague 
Joseph Barnes, fo rm e r N. Y. H e r­
ald-T ribune  fo re ign  correspondent, 
who now holds a post —  not yet 
o ffic ia lly  confirmed —  on the Don­
ovan propaganda committee.

“ Is  i t  true , M r. S h ire r, th a t 
Barnes evidenced g re a t happiness 
when the Russians stopped the 
Germans fro m  ta k in g  M oscow?”

Com m enting e d ito r ia lly  on th is  
w itch -hunt, PM  com plains that 
w hat is happening is an enormous 
and far-reaching and extrem ely 
thorough a ttem pt to sort out 
anti-Fascists —  whether they be 
Republican or Democrat, New 
Deal, Socia list or w ith o u t a ff ilia ­
tio n  —  and cause them e ithe r to 
be removed from  office o r paralyz­
ed in to  ineffectiveness by fear.
“ W E  DO N O T  K N O W ”

"T h is  ex trao rd ina ry  phenome­
non is ta k in g  place a t the very

tim e . . . when m illio n s  are being 
armed and tra ined  to go fo rth  fo r 
a fina l showdown w ith  the ene­
mies o f democracy. T h is  ex trao r­
d ina ry  phenomenon is tak in g  
place a t the end o f 10 years of 
vigorous and, on the whole, con­
sistent an ti-Fascist leadership in 
th is  country . . . ”

PM  then asks in  bewilderm ent, 
“ How can men be persecuted fo r 
anti-Fascist ideas in  u w ar against 
Fascism? We do not know the 
precise answer to th is  paradox. 
B ut we can come th is  near to i t . ”

I t  is a ll the w o rk  of the ene­
mies of the New Deal and Roos­
evelt, concludes PM.

Now, th is  conclusion m ig h t be 
convincing, i f  th is  w itch -hun t 

■ were no t being carried ou t by 
agencies d ire c tly  under the Execu­
tive, by men appointed by Roos­
evelt or selected by Roosevelt ap­
pointees. I t  m igh t be convincing, 
perhaps, i f  Roosevelt h im self 
showed any signs o f being con­
cerned about w ha t PM  calls the 
"pro-Fascist”  ac tiv ities  of his un­
derlings and agents.

The petty-bourgeois libe ra ls  are 
w h in ing  about th e ir  own in e v i­
table fate in  the enveloping reac­
tion  accompanying the "w a r fo r 
democracy”  w h ich  they so strong­
ly  uphold. Monopoly cap ita lism  is 
r id in g  roughshod over them, con­
so lida ting  its  economic and p o li­
tica l power w ith  the aid of the 
bourgeois “ dem ocratic”  po litica l 
leaders. F a r from  being an “ ex­
tra o rd in a ry  phenomenon,”  as PM  
complains, th is  is a na tu ra l de­
velopment of cap ita lis t "democ­
racy" in  cris is  and war.

Yet the pe tty  bourgeois can only 
w a il about anonymous enemies of 
the New Deal. They can on ly tu rn  
w ith  puppy-like devotion and be­
seeching eyes to Roosevelt, whose 
m ind is so occupied w ith  the b ig ­
ger task of b rin g in g  the “ four 
freedoms”  to the whole w orld  that 
he can pay l i t t le  a tten tion  to the 
p lig h t of the libe ra ls  a t home.

How Bridges F igh ts  Against 
B idd le 's Deportation Order

•>-
As was reported immediately after Attorney-General Bid­

dle issued his reactionary deportation order, Harry Bridges has 
not changed his course. I f  anything, he is more determined 
than ever to show that he is a fa ith fu l supporter of the ad­
ministration and the war program and that he can be depended
on to go to the l im it  in  strang-----------------------------------------------------------
ling  the m ilita n cy  of (lie labor
movement.

H is  most recent ac tiv itie s  fo l­
low three general lines:

1. P lay ing  down the B iddle 
order, d is to rtin g  its  significance, 
keeping the w orkers fro m  becom­
in g  too aroused by it .

2. C u rry in g  favor w ith  b ig  bus- 
siness and the reactionaries, in ­
tens ify ing  the speedup drive  
among the workers, a ttem p ting  to 
persuade them tha t the defense of 
un ion standards and r ig h ts  is 
"secondary.”

3. A c ting  as finger-m an fo r 
Biddle, s landering the un ion m il­
itan ts, a ttack ing  the labor press 
which refuses to fo llow  the S ta lin ­
is t line.

B R ID G E S ’ PRO G RAM
Speaking at a membership meet­

in g  of Local 1-10 of the In te rn a ­
tion a l Longshoremen and W are­
housemen Union in  San F ra n ­
cisco, Bridges to ld  the workers:

“ We are n o t go ing to  be side­
tracked in  any way by B idd le ’s 
decision. The m ain  f ig h t  is  to 
w in  the w ar. . . Men and ships 
w il l  w in  the w ar. Keep them  
m oving. To he ll w ith  the B ridges’ 
case. I f  we w in  the w ar, we’l l  
w in  our case.”

On M ay 31, a t a sta te-w ide CIO 
conference on p o litica l action, 
Bridges stated subs tan tia lly  the 
same th in g :

“ W h ile  you are f ig h t in g  (B id ­
dle’s o rd e r), don’t  wof-ry about 
w hat happens to  B ridges. H e’l l  
w in, too, when th is  w a r is won 
the r ig h t  way. . .

“ M y position is th a t I ’m s t i l l  
go ing to  ask everyone I  can to 
support the na tiona l ad m in is tra ­
tion  o f A m erica and the  w ar.

“ M y m ain  concern is to  w o rk  
as hard as I  can to  stop any dam ­
age being done to  the w a r e f fo r t  
by th is  decision.”

A t  the Same CIO conference 
Bridges took the flo o r when a  
number of delegates expressed op­
position to endorsing a reso lution 
on the fa rm  labor problem which 
had been passed by the Associated 
Farmers. In  defense of the Asso­
ciated Farm ers, the most vic ious 
an ti-labor o u tfit on the West 
Coast, Bridges said:

M A K E S  P E A C E  W IT H  
A S S O C IA TE D  FA R M E R S

‘T h e  on ly group we can’t  make 
peace w ith  are the leaders o f the 
A x is . A s  to  the others, we can 
and w i l l  and th a t includes the A s­
sociated Farm ers. The Associa­
ted Farm ers have common sense. 
They know th a t the dough they

get from  th e ir  crops w i l l  no t be 
a damn b it  o f good to  them un­
less we w in  the w a r.”

A t the Local 1-10 meeting 
Bridges concluded his rem arks on 
the B iddle deporta tion order by 
s ly ly  h in t in g  to B idd le  th a t he 
was m aking  a m istake, and tha t 
what he should be doing was to 
a ttack the w o rk ing  class groups 
and papers which oppose the un­
ion busting ac tiv itie s  of Bridges 
and the S ta lin is ts :

“ Papers such as T H E  M IL I ­
T A N T , LA B O R  A C T IO N  and 
o ther yellow  sheets bo rde ring  on 
the subversive side continue in  a 
vic ious v i l i fy in g  m anner to  a ttack  
every constructive  move in it ia te d  
by the New  Deal. The on ly  p u r­
pose fo r  w h ich these scandalous 
sheets are published is to  confuse 
the w orkers, us ing the N az i s ty le  
o f d iv ide  and conquer. Such pub­
lica tions are d e fin ite ly  h a rm fu l 
to  our w a r e ffo r ts  and are de lib ­
e ra te ly  sabotaging o u r na tion .”  

T h a t’s the way Bridges and the

S ta lin is ts  figh t against an adm in­
is tra tio n  ru lin g  tha t can be used 
(o underm ine the labor move­
ment:

They urge greater support to 
the a d m in is tra tion  tha t issued the 
ru ling .

They oppose a ll independent 
m ilita n t action of the workers a- 
ga inst the ru l in g  on the grounds 
tha t the way to preserve democ­
ra tic  r ig h ts  is b y 'h e lp in g  to w in 
the war, and the way to help w in  
the w a r is by preserving “ na tion ­
al u n ity ”  w ith  the enemies of la ­
bor and by surrendering  union 
rig h ts  and standards.

They become chum m y w ith  the 
corporation-controlled groups and 
seek the ir- support against the 
ru lin g  by show ing th e ir  a b ility  to 
convince the workers tha t these 
groups are no longer enemies ol 
the labor movement.

They slander the m ilita n ts  and 
o ffe r to help the adm in is tra tion  
fram e and suppress them.

I f  the labor movement as a 
whole were to  accept th is  p ro ­
gram  and c a rry  i t  ou t to its  lo g ­
ica l conclusion, i t  would guaran­
tee no t on ly  the deporta tion  o f 
B ridges b u t also the destruction 
o f the whole labo r movement.
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Vitamin B1 And 

Workers'  ' Morale'
 By G R A C E  C A R LS O N  

H it le r ’s "secre t weapon”  m ay be the  ta k in g  aw ay 
o f V ita m in  B l  o r th ia m in  fro m  the conquered coun­
tries , says D r. Russell M . W ild e r o f the M ayo C lin ic , 
Chairm an o f the N a tion a l Research C ouncil’s n u t r i­
tion  com m ittee. Recent studies reported by D r. W il­
der show th a t a long-continued defic iency o f v ita m in  
B l in  the d ie t causes serious nerve disorders, ex­
haustion and fee lings o f in fe r io r ity .  F o r these rea­
sons, B l  has been called the “ m ora le”  v ita m in .

D e libera te  th ia m in -s ta rva tio n  is being u tiliz e d  by the 
Nazis to  reduce the peoples o f occupied Europe 
to a s tate o f depression, m en ta l weakness and des­
p a ir  in  order to  m ake i t  easier to  hold them  in  sub­
jection , D r. W ild e r charges.

T h a t H it le r  has added th is  fu r th e r  piece o f b a r­
barism  to  his a lready long  l is t  o f crim es aga ins t the 
w o rk in g  masses o f Europe is easy to  believe. W h a t 
is more d if f ic u lt  to  understand is w h y  the  w e ll- in ­
fo rm ed D r. W ild e r has no t charged the ca p ita lis t 
ru le rs  o f the U n ited  States w ith  keeping substan tia l 
sections o f the  A m erican w o rk in g  class in  a “ s ta te  
o f depression, m enta l weakness and despa ir”  by w ith ­
ho ld ing  fro m  them  the wages w h ich  w ou ld  enable 
them  to  buy food r ic h  enough in  Jv itam in  B l  to  sa t­
is fy  th e ir  needs.

N o t on ly  D r. W ild e r, b u t o ther em inent n u tr it io n ­
ists have po inted ou t tim e  and tim e  aga in  th a t  con­
s iderab ly m ore than  h a lf o f the A m erican  people do 
no t ge t enough v ita m in  B l  in  th e ir  diets and are 
s u ffe r in g  fro m  a v a r ie ty  o f nerve a ilm ents  as a re ­
s u lt o f th is  lack. D r. W ild e r has even suggested 
th a t some o f the c o u n try ’s “ labo r un res t”  can be 
a ttr ib u te d  to a B l  deficiency in  the d ie t o f w orkers. 
B u t any trade u n io n is t could te ll th is  learned scien­
t is t  th a t the so-called “ labo r un res t”  is based on the 
desire o f the organized w orkers  to ob ta in  the  h igh 
wages w hich w i l l  purchase fo r  them  and th e ir  fa m i­
lies the v ita m in -r ic h  food w h ich  D r. W ild e r has been 
u rg in g  upon them .

I t  Is A n  E conom ic  P ro b lem
The reason w hy m illio n s  o f A m erican  w orkers  live  

on diets which are de fic ie n t in  the “ m ora le ”  v ita m in , 
as w e ll as in  o ther essential v ita m in s  and m inera ls , 
is p r im a r ily  an economic one. T h is  was s tr ik in g ly  
dem onstrated by a U. S. D epartm ent o f A g r ic u ltu re  
survey o f the diets o f employed w orkers  made in  
4 geograph ica l regions in  the U n ited  States in  1935- 
36. No diets o f the  w orkers  ea rn ing  less than  $1000 
per year were considered “ good” ; 25% were called 
“ fa i r ” ; 75% “ poor.”  O f the w o rkers  surveyed 43% 
earned fro m  $1000-$2000 pe r y e a r: 25% o f th e ir  
diets were ra ted  “ good” ; 65% “ f a i r ” ; 5% “ poor.”

The “ f a i r ”  diets were unsafe diets, however, in  th a t 
the am ount o f v ita m in  B l  contained in  them  was 
barely su ffic ie n t to  p reven t be ri-be ri. (B e ri-b e ri is 
one o f the m ost d e b ilita tin g  and c r ip p lin g  diseases 
o f the O rien t where masses o f people live  on in ­
adequate diets o f f is h  and polished rice . I t  is  cha r­
acterized by an extrem e ly  p a in fu l in fla m m a tio n  o f 
the nerves, g ra du a l'lo ss  o f use o f the  muscles, heart 
troub le  and dropsy. The Singhalese a p tly  named th is  
weakening disease beri-beri, w h ich means “ I  cannot.”

O f the sm all percentage o f a d m in is tra tive  em ploy­
ees covered in  the survey who earned $5000 pe r year 
or more, 65% o f the diets were called “ good” ; 30% 
“ fa ir , ”  and on ly  5% “ poor.”  N o t ignorance, b u t low  
income deprives w orkers o f the  necessary body-build­
in g  foods.

C h ie fly  s ig n ifica n t as a chem ical too l, th ia m in  plays 
a role in  the body’s fundam enta l process o f bu rn ing  
sugar. E xpe rim e n t has shown th a t a d ie t even a 
l i t t le  sho rt in  B l  w i l l  cause stomach d is tress a fte r  
meals, headaches, backaches, ine ffic iency, bad tem ­
pers and o ther m ild  nervous disorders.

A m o u n t Average A d u lt  Needs
“ A p p ro x im a te ly  2 m illig ra m s  o f B l  per day is re ­

qu ired by the average adu lt, a lthough the extrem e ly  
active in d iv idua l should increase his in ta ke  to  2.5 
or, 3 m illig ra m s  per day. The com m ittee on foods o f 
the Am erican M edical Associa tion has prepared the 
fo llo w in g  tab le o f the B l  con tent o f o rd in a ry  foods:

M illig ra m s
P in t m ilk  ............................................................ 26
4 ozs. lean m eat ............................................. 50
4 ozs whole w hea t bread ............................34
4 ozs. enriched bread .................................. 44
4 ozs. o rd in a ry  w h ite  bread ........................056
1 egg ................................................................... 07
4 ozs. potatoes ..................................................15
“  “  oranges ....................................................11
“  “  tomatoes .................................................. 12
“  “  o the r vegetables .................................20
“  “  o ther f r u its  ............................................056
“  “ cereal ........................................................... 40

A ltho ug h  the p o licy  o f en rich ing  bread w ith  th ia ­
m in  is h ig h ly  desirable —  a t present, less than one- 
h a lf  o f the n a tio n ’s bread and f lo u r  supp ly is being 
enriched —  i t  should be noted fro m  th is  tab le th a t 
i f  one were to  ob ta in  his B l  supp ly exc lus ive ly  fro m  
enriched bread, i t  would be necessary to  eat a lm ost 
a lo a f and a h a lf  pe r day.

P len ty  o f m eat,' m ilk , eggs, fresh  f ru its  and vege­
tables a long w ith  enriched bread and cereals in  a 
balanced d ie t w i l l  p ro tec t w orkers  aga ins t v ita m in  
B l  deficiency. A tte m p ts  o f ind iv idua ls  to  make up 
fo r  d ie t deficiency by “ doc to ring ”  themselves w ith  
v itam in  p ills  is frow ned upon by  m edical men.

U . S. Surgeon-General Thomas P arran  warned 
recently, “ The so lu tion  o f m a lnourishm ent fo r  the 
popu lation as a whole is n o t th a t we become a na­
tion o f d rug-take rs , bu t th a t the re  be re a d ily  a v a il­
able an adequate supp ly o f a ll the foods we need 
at the prices w'e can pay. . . Occasionally, they 
(syn the tic  v ita m in s ) are necessary when acute illness 
develops and years o f fa u lty  feeding m ust be made 
up by a few  weeks o r m onths o f add ition  to  the d ie t 
o f specific m inera ls  and syn the tic  v itam ins . T h is  is 
a problem  o f m edical care.”

W orkers  m ust press fo r  a r is in g  scale o f wages 
to meet the  r is in g  cost o f liv in g . They m ust also 
demand th a t there be un restric ted  production  o f a ll 
basic food products. W o rk in g  fa rm e rs  w i l l  support 
these demands i f  the y  are guaranteed fa i r  prices 
fo r  th e ir  crops —  prices w h ich  w i l l  enable them  to  
m a in ta in  decent l iv in g  conditions fo r  th e ir  fam ilies .


