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The New Soviet 
Agreements and 
A  Second Front
-----------------------  By F e lix  M orrow  --------------------------

H itle r 's  a ttack  on the Soviet U n ion made w a r a llies o f B r i t ­
ain, the U n ited  States and the USSR, b u t d id  no t change the 
fundam enta l a ttitu d e  o f the ca p ita lis t “ democracies”  tow a rd  the 
f ir s t  w o rke rs ’ state. N o r is th a t  fundam enta l a tt itu d e  changed 
by the M ay 26 B ritish -R uss ian  T re a ty  and the June 11 U . S.- 
Soviet Lease-Lend Agreem ent. E ve ry  rea l fr ie n d  o f the Soviet 
U n ion m ust understand th is  basic fac t.

The Soviet m il ita ry  o ffice r who w rite s  the D a ily  W orker 
com m entaries on the m il ita ry  fro n ts  once b lu rted  ou t w h a t the 
rea l a tt itu d e  o f the ‘"dem ocracies”  is. In d ica tin g  various examples 
o f lack o f#B r it is h  m il ita ry  a c tiv ity  where i t  would best aid the 
Soviet U n ion, he w ro te :

“ The (B r it is h )  idea m ig h t be to see the Soviet Union 
w in  the w ar w ith  one d iv is ion  le ft. F u rthe rm ore , th is  w r ite r  
doubts th a t the B r it is h  Im p e ria l General S ta ff  en joys the 
s igh t o f a developing gu e rilla  w a rfa re  in  the German rea r 
. . . G uerilla  —  c iv il —  class —  these are a ll unwelcome ad­
jectives fo r  the noble word W ar.”  (D a ily  W orker, J u ly  13, 
1941.)

To “ w in  the w a r w ith  one d iv is ion le f t ”  w ould mean th a t 
the Soviet Un ion would be a t the m ercy o f the •‘democracies."

Two D iffe re n t Standards
The po in t is th a t no rea l fr ie n d  o f the Soviet U n ion can 

have the same standards fo r  ju d g in g  Soviet “ progress”  aga inst 
the Nazis as the. standards used by R oosevelt-C hurch ill. The 
governm ents and press o f the “ democracies”  don’t  care how 
much te r r ito ry , m anpower and productive p la n t the Soviet Un ion 
is losing, so long as the Red A rm y  continues to  keep ¡an E a s t­
ern F ro n t go ing. A t  bottom  the “ dem ocratic”  cap ita lis ts  hope 
th a t the Soviet Un ion and the Nazis w i l l  m u tu a lly  exhaust each 
other, leaving the “ democracies" as m asters o f the  w o rld  a t the 
end. N o th in g  in the U . S .-B ritish -S ov ie t pacts has changed th is  
a ttitu d e .

When C hurch i.l re turned to Eng land in  January  a f te r  his 
m eeting  w ith  Roosevelt, a v e ry  s ig n if ic a n t s ta tem ent appeared 
in  the T ribune , the B r it is h  w eekly organ o f the “ le f t ”  Laborites 
a n d ’ “ u n o ffic ia lly ”  con tro lled  by Cripps. Three and a h a lf  m illio n  
soldiers and Home Guards were re s tin g  on th e ir  a rm s in  the 
B r it is h  Is les ; in  add ition , w ro te  the  T ribune , “ In d u s try  is be ing 
combed fo r  sk illed  men to  man a B r it is h  A rm y  o f a size w h ich ' 
is  su re ly  ou t o f a ll p ropo rtion  to  our present o r fu tu re  needs, 
assum ing th a t those needs are to  f ig 'l i t  the A x is  ‘ and no one 
else.”  Y e t the  troops a lready ava ilab le  were no t being prepared 
fo r  invasion o f the  continent.

W hy no t?  C h u rch ill’s a lib i was th a t B r ita in  did no t have 
enough b ig  ships. The T ribu ne  answered: “ A p p a re n tly  we are 
the on ly na tion  th a t needs b ig  ships to launch an invasion. The 
Japanese invade M alaya in barges and sampans. The Russians 
land troops in  the Crim ea fro m  sm all boats and parachutes; 
G erm any prepared a vast f le e t j o f  fla t-bo tto m ed  boats o f a l l 
k inds w ith in  s ig h t o f ou r bombers. . . W e were able to  deny 
h im  a fo o tin g  on these shores 'because ou r bombers smashed 
h is concentration o f barges. W e have local a ir  su p e rio r ity  across 
the  Channel and under its  p ro tection  wc should 'be able to  launch 
ou r invad ing  arm ies in the W est w h ile  S ta lin  continues to  ham - 
•mer H it le r  in  the E as t.” '

W hy, then, was th is  plan fo r  a second f ro n t  n o t being carried 
out? The T ribune  answered th is  question in 'th e  fo llo w in g  te rm s:

“ There Is An Obvious P lan”
“ W c suggest i t  is because we w a n t a b ig  a rm y a fte r  the 

w ar in  order to  b r in g  back the riches o f the P ac ific  to  th e ir  
fo rm e r possessors. There would be less assurance o f th is  i f  
the occupying arm ies ( in  the P ac ific ) were Chinese o r In ­
dians o r Russians. I f  th a t is  no t the case, why is i t  tha t 
wc refused C h iang  K a i-shek ’s o ffe r  o f men which he said 
he made m onths ago? Im p e ria lis t and no t m il ita ry  consider­
ations are a t w o rk  in that, re fusa l. . . So fa r  we have»' no plan 
fo r  w inn ing  the w ar bu t there is an obvious plan: to  keep the 
B r it is h  E m pire  in ta c t i f  the Russians and the Chinese w il l  
only w in i t  back, fo r  us.”  (T ribune , Jan. 23, 1942.)

These revea ling  words are especially s ig n ifica n t because they 
come, no t from  p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion is ts  irre conc ila b ly  opposed 
to  C hurch ill, b u t fro m  “ le f t ”  Laborites ;w ho are a c tu a lly  p a r t  
o f  the B r it is h  governm ent and know concrete ly w hereof they 
speak. The T ribune  ends up by appealing to  C h u rch ill to  drop 
h is  im p e ria lis t m il ita ry  po licy ; b u t a ll rea l frien ds  o f the Soviet 
U n ion  should realize th a t C h u rch ill can no m ore do th a t than 
the leopard can change his spots. H is eyes rem ain fix e d  on the 
Ind ian  and P ac ific  Ocean em pire; th a t is w h a t he, and the  B r it is h  
ru l in g  class, are f ig h t in g  fo r. They, lik e  Roosevelt, w i l l  send 
aid to  the Soviet U n ion on ly  in so fa r as i t  f i t s  in to  the  plans 
o f the  “ democracies.”

In  Eng land the pro -S ovie t sentim ent o f the B r it is h  masses 
—  which is n o t m ere ly  pro-Russian b u t som eth ing much more 
s ig n ifica n t, fo r  i t  is accompanied by eve r-g row ing  h o s t ility  to  
the  B r it is h  c a p ita lis t class —  is so g re a t th a t  scarcely a p o li­
tic ia n  b u t gives lip -serv ice  to  opening a second f ro n t  to aid the 
S ovie t U n ion. I t  was th is  p i-eva iiing atmosphere in B r ita in  which 
d icta ted the fo rm u la , in  both the M olotov-Eden and Roosevelt- 
M olo tov communiques, t l ia t  “ fu ll understand ing was reached w ith  
regard  to the u rg en t tasks o f c rea ting  a second f ro n t  in  Europe 
in  1'942.”

The Second-Front F o rm u la tio n
B u t w h a t does th is  ambiguous fo rm u la tio n  mean? No soon­

er was i t  issued than i t  was fo llow ed by a flood o f sem i-o ffic ia l 
statem ents fro m  London th a t i t  was “ fa n ta s tic ”  to  expect a sec­
ond f ro n t  th is  yea r; the W ash ing ton correspondent o f The N . Y . 
T im es a u th o r ita tiv e ly  says th a t C h u rch ill is opposed ito “ prem a­
tu re ”  invasion; C ripps, speaking a t a celebration o f the  June 
22 ann ive rsa ry  o f Soviet e n try  in to  the w a r can o f fe r  no th in g  
m ore th a n : “ W hen the m om ent to  s tr ik e  ( in  Europe) w i l l  come, 
no one can say.”  Newsweek exp la ins: “ Don’t  be m isled by  too 
g lib  in te rp re ta tio n s  o f the U . S .-Anglo-R ussian agreements. A c ­
tu a lly , London and W ashington have no t d e fin ite ly  prom ised to 

(Continued on page 2)

Four More New 
Jersey Unions 
Send Aid for 18
Total Rises to 39; 
Louisville CIO Also 
Vote to Back CRDC

Four more local unions in 
New Jersey have sent contribu­
tions to aid the 18 defendants 
in the Minneapolis “ sedition” 
tria l, the C iv il Rights Defense 
Committee announced t h i s  
week. In addition, the Com­
mittee reported, the Louisville 
In d u s tr ia l U n ion Council o f the 
CIO has voted to  endorse the 
w o rk  o f the CRDC and to  sup­
p o rt the 18 defendants.

This b rings to a to ta l o f 39 the 
num ber o f New Jersey CIO, A F L  
and independent un ion locals 
w h ich have con tribu ted to  the 
Com m ittee. In  add ition , num er­
ous unions and the New  Jersey 
S tate In d u s tr ia l U n ion  Council 
o f the C IO  have passed reso lu­
tions condem ning the convictions 
and suppo rting  the  w o rk  o f the 
CRDC in appealing the convic­
tions to  the Supreme Court.

The fo u r  locals w e re :
T e x tile  W orkers  U n ion o f 

A m erica, Local 26 o f Freehold 
and Local 363 o f Roselle Park.

O il W orkers  O rgan iz ing  Com­
m ittee , Local 337 o f L inden and 
Local 397 o f C arteret.

In  add ition , the CRDC re p o rt­
ed the rece ip t o f a donation fro m  
U n ited  A u to  W orkers  Local 578 
o f Oshkosh, W isconsin.

OPA Fails To Enforce 
Own Price Regulations

<v-

No Effective Enforcement Machinery To Be 
Set Up, High Official Admits In Speech

The adm in is tra tion ’s p rice  co n tro l program  is 
heading in to  troub led  waters. A  h igh  o ffic ia l o f the 
O ffice  o f P rice  A d m in is tra tion , speaking last week 
before  the convention o f the N ationa l R e ta il D ry  
Goods Association in  Chicago, indicated that the gov­
ernm ent’ s p rice  ceilings are being endangered fro m
two directions.

1. The lack of any m achinery 
to e ffe c tive ly  police and enforce 
price regulations.

2. The widespread sidestepping 
of price regulations by qu a lita tive

de terio ra tion  and adu lte ra tion  of 
goods.

David C lnsburg, general counsel 
of OPA, stated on June 17: 
“ F A L S E  A N D  M IS L E A D IN G ”  

“ A t one recent na tiona l conven­

tion  o f re ta ile rs  the charge was 
made th a t OPA proposes to h ire  
an 'a rm y of inspectors’ and tha t 
our enforcem ent in ten tions ‘evi­
dence a lack of fa ith  in  the hon­
esty and pa trio tism  of Am erican 
re ta ile rs .’ ”

Ind ign an tly , G insburg denied 
the a llegation. “ T h is  is false —  
com pletely false and m isleading.”

"The charge was made tha t 
we were seeking 90.000 to 100,- 
900 policemen. The fac ts  are 
th a t we have asked Congress fo r 
a to ta l of about 3,300 in ves ti­
gators —  ju s t about one man 
to a county —  who w i l l  be res­
ponsible foV ob ta in ing  facts re­
gard ing compliance w ith  rent,

Nelson Attempts To Suppress 
Exposure Of $1-A-Year Men

■îr-

WPB Head Puts Pressure On Truman Seriate 
Committee To Withhold Critical Report

Donald Nelson, head of the War Production Board, and 
corporation-minded Congressmen sought frantically last week 
to suppress a report of the ’Truman Senate Investigating Com­
mittee which m ild ly criticized the influence of the dollar-a- 
year men on the policies of the WPB.

Advance copies of the report sent to Nelson aroused his

'UE News’ Hits Role Of 
Army-Navy In Industry
Union Paper Says Officer Corps Is Filled 
With Boss Elements Hostile to Unionism

B y JO E  E D W A R D S
Workers in the war industries are being constantly con­

fronted with the anti-labor prejudice and activities of the re­
actionary' Army and Navy officers corps, according to arv article’ 
in the June I3 issue of UH Hens, organ of the United Electrical 
Radio and Machine Workers of America, CIO.

“ The authority of the Armed Services applies to v irtua lly 
a ll aspects of w a r production andS>—  -
labor re la tions,”  the a rtic le  states. 
“ E ffo rts  of the OPM and W PB to 
gain contro l of w ar production 
have com pletely fa iled ."

Increasing iq il i ta ry  contro l over 
production and labor re la tions 
threatens the labor movement 
w ith  a fascist-like regim e in  the 
plants.

“ No sa tis fac to ry  p a rtic ip a tin g  
re la tionsh ip  now exists between 
labor and the operating d iv is ions 
of the A rm y  and N avy," the a r­
tic le  says.

“ POSSESS A L L  
T H E  P R E JU D IC E S "

Com pla in ing of the long delay 
and red tape involved in  dealings 
w ith  the a rrogant A rm y and Navy 
representatives the VE yew s  
po in ts out that- “ an un fortuna te  
proportion of A rm y and N avy of- 
fiercs arc lack ing  in  sym pathy 
w ith  . . . the labor movement.”

The true  class character of the 
officers corps is revealed in  the 
statem ent tha t “ a. vast m a jo r ity  of 
new commissioned officers coming 
from  c iv ilia n  ranks are business­
men, b ig  business lawyers, bank­
ers, etc., and possess a ll tbe prc-. 
indices of those groups insofar as 
labor is concerned."

T h is  flood of labor-hating busi­
nessmen in to  tbe A rm y  and Navy 
officers corps strengthens the 
West P o in t and Annapolis officer 
caste w h ich  protects the in terests 
of W all Street and the cap ita lis t 
class.

Even in  aw ard ing Hie N a ry  “ E ”  
fo r production or the A rm y  “ A ”  
fo r speed-up in the plants, the 
A rm y  and Navy officer cliques 
d iscrim ina te  against the unions, 
the a rtic le  po in ls  out. and give 
the unions no recognition. In  
ceremonies of a p a trio tic  na ture 
held in  the, plants, tho  A rm y  and 
Navy adm in is tra to rs  w o rk ing  
w ith  the company choose non-un­
ion w orkers to speak fo r the men 
in  the plants.

A N  IM P O R T A N T  SIG N
That such an a rtic le  appears ill 

the VE News is proof In its e lf 
of the fact th a t the increasing 
m il ita ry  ru le  in  the plants is re­
s u ltin g  in  an intense campaign 
of an ti-labor in tim id a tio n  and un­
ion-busting. Tho UE News is  ed it­
ed by S ta lin is t elements, whose 
program  is complete subservience

to the w ar m achine and whose 
m ain role in the movement today 
is to suppress the m ilita n c y  of the 
workers. When such elements arc 
forced to protest against the anti- 
labor a c tiv itie s  and a ttitudes of 
the A rm y  and Navy i t  is an ind ica ­
tion  th a t the a n ti-un ion  drive  is 
m aking serious headway.

Despite the obvious dangers lo 
un ionism  of m il ita ry  d ic ta torsh ip  
in  in du s try , the S ta lin is t editors 
propose no effective program  to 
deal w ith  th is  problem.

"There are some signs th a t la ­
bor’s re la tions (w ith  tbe A rm y 
and N avy l m ay im prove,”  the a r­
tic le  states. "B o th  branches o f the 
Services have 'Labor D iv is ions ’ 
which have a more enlightened 
a ttitude .”  These labor d iv is ions 
are no doubt as “ en lightened" as 
(he labor departments of Hie vari- 
our corporations, and are made 
up of (he same type o f employer- 
agents.

As a program , the VE yews 
proposes tha t “ W ashington offices 
lie kept in form ed of any abuses." 
Tbe a rtic le  slates fu r th e r tha t 
"conferences in W ashington be­
tween top CIO, A F L , Government 
and A rm y and Navy offic ia ls  have 
been held fo r tile  purpose of de­
veloping na tiona l po licy.”  Tbe ef­
fect o f such hopeless conferences 
is revealed by the statement, 
“ Sometimes when a po licy is 
agreed upon in  W ashington i t  is 
ignored by reg ional representa­
tives o f the A rm y  and Navy.”

W hen th is  happens the VE  
yew s  proposes th a t local unions 
confronted w ith  the an ti-labo r 
ac tiv itie s  of A rm y  and Navy o f­
ficers. appeal d ire c tly  to tbe war 
and Navy departments in Wasb- 
iugton '-*- tha t is. to the notorious­
ly  an ti-labor Secretary o f W ar 
Stiinson and Secretary of Navy 
Knox.

T H E  S T A L IN IS T S  
H A V E  NO PROGRAM

The S ta lin is t uniou leaders are 
forced to wh ine and complain 
about th is  s itua tion  because it  
d ire c tly  threatens th e ir  own union 
base. B u t at the same tim e  they 
have no program  to o ffe r the 
workers in  defense o f th e ir  un­
ions and w o rk in g  conditions.

Appeals to the brass hats in 
W ashington, who have been tra in ­
ing  draftees in  the a r t  of s trike -

<$Mre, and lie brought strong press­
ure to bear to prevent its  public 
release.

Am ong the findings o f the re­
port th a t Nelson considered most 
objectionable was its  condemna­
tion  of his ch ie f of tho Bui'eau of 
In d u s try  Branches, P h ilip  Reed, 
$120,000 a year cha irm an o f the 
General E le c tr ic  board. Reed 
came under fire several m onths 
ago when his assistant, Robert 
G uthrie , brought charges against 
h im  o f p ro tecting  the in terests of 
Ills  own corpora tion and in du s try  
to the de trim en t of w a r produc­
tion.

Nelson sent a le tte r to every 
member of the T rum an Committee 
expressing his “ fu ll confidence”  in 
Reed, te ll in g  the Committee i t  
was “ ra k in g  up an old scandal” 
and demanding th a t i t  w ithho ld  
its  findings.

Ho confronted Senator Trum an 
in T rum an ’s office and a n g rily  
threatened a showdown figh t if  
the report were given out.

Member of (he com m ittee had 
various form s of pressure put 
upon them to repudiate the re­
port. bu t they could not. easily 
do so a fte r  they  had a l­
ready voted fo r i t  and the an­
nouncement of its  fo rthcom ing 
release had already been made.

A  W H IT E W A S H  REPO RT
To soften the im pact o f the 

T rum an Committee report, the 
House M il ita ry  A ffa irs  Com­
m ittee  h a s tily  issued a w h ite ­
wash report on the G uthrie  case 
24 hours before the Trum an 
fiudings were made public.

The ch ie f c ritic ism s  o f the T ru ­
man Committee, aside front Hie 
specific charges against Reed, 
were that the W PB "has not fu lly  
measured up to its  resp on s ib ility " 
in  organ iz ing w a r production and

Sudden
Treachery

A n a rtic le  by E rnes t K . 
L ind ley and F o rre s t Davis in 
the c u rre n t Ladies Home Jou r­
nal reveals th a t Soviet A m ­
bassador Oumansk,y was w a rn ­
ed by Sum ner W elles, U nder­
secretary o f S tate, s ix  months 
before H it le r ’s invasion o f the 
USSR began th a t the Nazis 
would march in  June 1941.

breaking, w i l l  have no effect in 
pro tecting  w orkers ’ righ ts . The 
workers m ight just as w e ll appeal 
to the duPonts and Morgans fo r 
a square deal.

The union movement, to protect 
its  r ig h ts  and interests, should 
demand instead that, contro l over 
production he taken out of the 
hands of both Hie bosses and the. 
reactionary officer caste w h ich is 
he lp ing the bosses to weaken the 
unions. Government exp rop ria ­
tion  o f a ll w ar industries and 
workers’ contro l and operation of 
production —  these are the de­
mands th a t the unions should 
raise.

th a t i t  is s t i l l  under the dom ina­
tio n  of the b ig  corporations.

“ T h is  com m ittee has repeatedly 
concluded that, the w o rk  of the 
OPM and the W PB has been ham­
pered by the extent to which 
th e ir  personnel was predom inant­
ly  drawn from  the big business 
groups. Many of the large in ­
du s tria lis ts  are. of course, men 
of unquestioned capacity and the 
overwhelm ing m a jo rity  arc pos­
sessed o f pa trio tism  and In teg rity . 
The a ttitudes and associations 
which these men have acquired 
through the years, however, make 
i t  undesirable to re ly  upon them 
exc lus ive ly  fo r  d irec tion  o f the 
w ar production program ."

The com m ittee members, who 
happen to represent the in terests 
o f Small business groups, want, 
on ly  to get a b it  more fo r the 
sm all m anufacturers from  the w ar 
production program. They have 
no basic program  fo r e lim in a tin g  
the con tro l of the monopolies.

T h is  latest, report, c r it ic iz in g  
the ac tiv itie s  o f the dollar-a- 
year men comes five months 
a fte r the T rum an Committee a t­
tack oil the policies o f the fo rm ­
er OPM resulted in the setting 
up of the present. W PB. As last 
week's report indicates, the 
W PB has been fo llow ing  d i­
re c tly  in the path o f its  prede­
cessor, p ro tecting  the in terests 
of the big corporations and 
safeguarding th e ir  contro l of 
thè w ar production program.

ra tio n in g  and price regula­
tions.”

The OPA’s touching fa ith  in  the 
“ honesty”  o f A m erica ’s c u tth ro a t 
businessmen —  who have never 
been able to resist the tem pta tion 
of cleaning up through high prices 
when purchasing power exceeds 
supply of goods —  is due fo r a 
rude shock.

Even G insburg had to adm it, 
in  th is  same speech, th a t a gov­
ernm ent survey o f re ta ile rs  
shows th a t tw o -tliird s  of them 
have fa iled  to com ply w ith  
OPA regulations about posting 
pu b lic ly  th e ir  M arch prices, and 
th a t “ not more than h a lf o f the 
rem a in ing  th ird  are posting 
p rope rly ." ( y .  Y. Times, June 
18.)
A fu rth e r in d ica tion  of the 

“ honesty" of the businessmen, 
was given by G insburg, when he 
declared tha t t ile  pressure to 
m a in ta in  h igh price levels is tend­
ing to changes of q u a lity  “ tha t 
are not good economy fo r the 
shopping pub lic .”

“ A lready there is a m arked 
tendency on the pa rt o f some 
m anufacturers to sw itch th e ir  
production from  low price, low 
profit, item s lo high price, h igh ­
er pro fit items. The s h ift has 
genera lly  taken tw o forms.

“ N E W  M O D E LS ”
“ F irs t, some m anufacturers 

have elim inated tlie  low-priced 
lines a lm ost e n tire ly , and have 
concentrated th e ir  production 
in  the high-priced lines. Sec­
ond, some m anufacturers have 
began to produce so-called ‘new 
models’ designed to sell at h igh ­
er prices. In  both cases the 
resu lt is in fla tio n a ry . In  both 
cases, the public w i l l  eventual­
ly  su ffe r.”

The workers can scarcely take 
com fort in  th is  “ price con tro l" 
program . A lready, the m erchants 
and m anufacturers have cooked 
up a hundred d iffe re n t devices 
fo r  beating the price regulations. 
And the a d m in is tra tio n ’s "honor 
system”  is no th ing  but an open 
in v ita tio n  fo r all-out vio la tions.

(Articles on the rise of 
the bootleg market in this 
country and Europe, and 
on the government’s pro­
gram for combatting infla­
tion, w ill be found on pages 
2 and 3 of this issue.)

Gestapo Terror Failed To 
Uncover Heydrich Killers
Czech Masses Defied “ Last Warning“ And 
Kept Silent Despite Murderous Reprisals

By A R T  P R E IS
The full fury of the most ruthless terror machine on earth 

was unloosed on the Czechoslovakian people after the k ililng 
of Gestapo chief Reinhard (The Hangman) Heydrich. In an 
effort to terrorize the Czech masses into divulging the identity 
of the slayers of Heydrich, thousands were arrested, hundreds 
were executed, a whole village, Lidice, was razed to the ground 
and a ll its  male in ha b itan ts *! 
murdered.

An announcement was issued 
by the Gestapo th a t the Czech 
people had a “ last chance" to de­
liv e r up H eydrich 's slayers by 8 
o'clock in the evening o f June 18. 
or su ffe r even worse reprisals, a 
threat which a ll knew the Nazis 
were more than ready to ca rry  
out.

A t the same tim e, an o ffe r of 
a huge reward, 100.00(1 m arks, 
was made lo be paid the person 
or persons d ivu lg in g  in fo rm ation  
useful to  the Gestapo in discover­
ing and seizing H cyd rich 's  assail­
ants.

Thus. H it le r  used his two most 
effective weapons, te rro r and b rib ­
ery, to unloosen Hie tongues o f 
the Czech people. He made th e ir  
own lives fo rfe it fo r those of the 
k ille rs  — in sheer self-defeuse. 
lie thought, they would have to 
speak out. And he offered the 
tem pta tion — hard to resis,t 
among people who arc slow ly 
s ta rv ing  to death —  of enough 
money to free them from  the to r­
tures o f abysmal poverty and 
want.

Yet not one voice spoke. Not 
a. single person came forward, 
despite the te rro r and bribery, 
to betray those who k illed  Hey-

drioh. In order to sayc face, 
the Gestapo had to announce— 
ju s t two hours a fte r t ile  e xp ir­
a tion of (he deadline — tha t 
two of the k ille rs  of Heydrich 
had been “ discovered" h id in g  in  
a. church in  Prague and that, 
“ they were shot im m edia te ly  
upon a rrest.”

A N  O B V IO U S  H O A X  
A ll the world knows from  these 

words th a t th is  announcement is a 
hoax. The Gestapo had lo  "d is ­
cover”  two persons — any two 
persons — in o rder not to adm it 
tha t the Czech people, tbe w o rk ­
ers and peasants, had successfully 
defied the Nazi te rro r. F o r th is  
successful resistance, the news of 
which w il l  spread throughout oc­
cupied Europe, constitutes a ma­
jo r defeat fo r  H itle r .

The resistance of the Czecho­
slovakian people in  th is  instance 
is a sign tha t the day of reckon­
ing fo r H it le r  is close at hand. 
It is a sign of (lie  fa ilu re  of liis? 
“p e w  orde r" and of the indestruct­
ib le hatred of the European mass­
es for- Nazism. Through th is  res­
istance, H it le r  can already see the 
noose about bis neck —  the noose 
that w ill be. drawn t ig h t by the 
revo lu tiona ry  power of the resur­
gent w orkers and peasants of Eu­
rope.

Mass Pressure 
Wins New Stay 
Of Execution 
For Waller
But It Must Continue 
It He Is To Be Kept 
From Chair On July 2

Nation-w ide mass p ro ­
test fro m  Negro and labo r 
groups has won a 13-day 
stay o f  execution fo r  
O de ll W a lle r, young Ne­
gro sharecropper w h  o 
had been scheduled to  die 
on June 19 fo r  the self- 
defense slaying o f his 
w h ite  land lo rd . W a lle r 
was convicted by an all-white 
planters jury, from which im­
poverished Negro and white 
sharecroppers were excluded by 
the Virginia poll-tax laws.

A flood of letters and tele­
grams from all over the coun­
try  moved Governor Darden of 
V irg in ia on June 18 to grant 
Waller a last-minute reprieve 
until July 2, to allow for a 
hearing on a petition for com­
mutation of his sentence. The 
hearing- is to  be held on Monday, 
June 29.

P reviously , the U n ited  States 
Supreme C ourt bad tw ice re fu s ­
ed to rev iew  W a lle r ’s case, de­
c lin in g  to  s ta t t  any reason fo r  
the re fusa l. I t  is obvious, how ­
ever. th a t its  fa ilu re  to  ac t was 
in the in te rests  o f the southern 
ru lin g  class, w h ich  m a in ta ins the 
p o ll-ta x  system in  order to  d is­
franch ise  the  N egro  and w h ite  
masses and re ta in  p o lit ic a l power.

Ju s t before G overnor Darden 
announced his s tay o f execution, 
U . S. Supreme C ourt C h ief Jus­
tice  H a rla n  Stone had closed the 
la s t avenue o f cou rt action  to 
save W a lle r ’s life . Stone, recent­
ly  appointed to  his h igh  post by 
P resident Roosevelt, refused to 
a llow  W a lle r to appeal to  the U. 
S. C irc u it C ourt o f Appeals and 
denied a s tay o f execution to  pe r­
m it  W a lle r ’s counsel to app ly to 
the fu l l  bench o f the Supreme 
C ourt fo r  a w r i t  o f c e rtio ra ri.

As a la s t measure to  fo re s ta ll 
(he lega l lyn ch in g  o f W alle r, a 
pe titio n  signed by hundreds o f 
N egro  and w h ite  libe ra ls  and la ­
bor leaders has been sent to  Pres­
iden t Roosevelt appealing fo r  the 
establishm ent o f an Executive 
Commission o f In q u iry  to  inves­
tig a te  the case. Such an action 
by Roosevelt would lead to a fu r ­
the r stay o f execution.

The pe tition , w h ich  was una­
nim ously endorsed by la s t week’s 
g ia n t Madison Square Garden 
ra l ly  o f the Negro M arch-on- 
W ash ing ton movement, states in 
p a r t:

“ W a lle r, d isfranchised by pov­
e rty . was convicted by a ju ry  o f 
w h ite  po ll-ta x  payers. Through 
m isapprehension o f his counsel a t 
the tr ia l,  an ob jection w ith o u t 
p roo f was made to the system atic 
exclusion o f non-poll tax  payers 
from  ju ry  service. T h is  p roo f was 
presented at. subsequent habeas 
corpus proceedings. I f  th is  f a i l ­
ure o f counsel to o ffe r  p roo f o f 
his contention to the t r ia l  cou rt 
is the basis fo r  re fusa l by the 
U n ited States Supreme C ourt to  
review  the case, then W a lle r is  
dy ing  because o f a tech n ica lity .”

W a lle r ’s life  rem ains in m o r­
ta l danger. O nly trem endous la s t- 
m inute  mass pro test w i l l  prevent 
the hand o f Southern Bourbon 
p o ll-ta x  jus tice  fro m  p u llin g  the 
sw itch o f the e lectric  cha ir on 
J u ly  2 and s n u ffin g  ou t the li fe  
o f a v ic tim  o f J im  Crowism .

E very  progressive and labo r 
organ iza tion  m ust ac t now, w ith ­
ou t delay, to demand the fre e ­
dom o f W a lle r.

W ire  o r w r ite  P resident Roose­
ve lt dem anding the Commission 
o f In q u iry  in to  the W a lle r case.

W ire  o r w r ite  Governor Colgate 
W. Darden, J r., Richmond, Va., 
u rg in g  him to  g ra n t clemency to  
W a lle r.

Back up your m ora l support to 
W a lle r w ith  m ate ria l aid, by 
rush ing  con tribu tions to  meet the 
heavy la s t-m inu te  expenses to 
the W orkers  Defense League, 112 
E. 19 S treet, New Y o rk  C ity . The 
W D L  is the o ffic ia l o rgan iza tion  
hand ling W a lle r ’s defense.

A c t a t once! Save Oded W a ll­
e r! S tr ike  a b low  a t J im  Crow ism  
and the p o ll- ta x  system !
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Government Fails 
To Curb In fla tio n  
A t Its  Source
Profit System Responsible for /Pressure/ 
Which Forces Up Wartime Living Costs

By A . R O LA N D
Next to war itself there, is no greater curse for the masses 

than inflation. This terrible scourge completely disrupted the 
economic and social life of one country after the other in the 
years following the last W orld War. As though people had not 
paid enough in blood for the war, inflation exacted all thatjwas 
left. Both the workers and the middle classes were subjected 
to unto ld  m isery and sta rva tion® ' 
as the m onetary system fe ll 
apart.

I t  is  acknowledged on a ll sides
th a t the firs t stage in  the in f la ­
t io n  accompanying the second 
W orld  W ar has already been pass­
ed in  the  U n ited  States. T ha t 
stage is the rap id  rise  in  the cost 
o f liv in g , w h ich has fast o u ts tr ip ­
ped wages and salaries. The gov­
ernm ent’s own figures show tha t 
the cost o f raw  m ateria ls  has gone 
up 67%, the general p rice level 
32%, re ta il prices fo r food, c lo th ­
in g  and house fu rn ish ings  25%. 
E. V . Bell, w r i t in g  in  the -V. V. 
Times, says m atter-o f-fae tly: 
“ T h is  is on ly the beginning.”  Ayid 
lie  is qu ite  r ig h t. The economic 
system being a p ro fit system, 
there w ill be o ther stages in e v it­
ab ly  fo llo w in g  th is  f irs t “ m ild ”  
one.

W H A T  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  
IS  D O IN G  A B O U T  IT

W hat is the governm ent doing 
to fend o ff the pressing danger? 
I t  is  p repa ring  to a ttack the 
problem not a t its  roots — i t  
could not possibly do tha t —  but 
a t the. last and most obvious po int 
in  the process. In fla tio n , we are 
to ld , comes about because there 
is too much purchasing power fo r 
the goods available on the m arket.

is being set up to force the  poor­
est masses to pay. In f la tio n  is 
ce rta in ly  to be dreaded by the 
masses. Its  fe a rfu l dangers are 
held up before them —  to make 
them reconcile themselves to the 
sacrifices demanded solely from  
them.

T H E IR  A N S W E R : T A K E  IT  
O U T O F M ASSES’ PO CKETS

The "pressure”  caused by too. 
much purchasing power m ust be 
eased, you see, by reducing th is  
purchasing power. The econom­
ists figure g lib ly  tha t there is too 
much money in  the hands of the 
masses to the tune of seventeen 
b i l l io n  do llars. Some way or 
o ther th is  m ust be taken out of 
the pockets o f the poor. The 
ways are numerous. A m ajor 
operation of th is  so rt w il l be to 
deduct 10% of a ll wages autom at­
ica lly  r ig h t  at. the source. Other 
ways are to exert pressure5 on the 
poor to buy bonds and war-sav­
in g  stamps w ith  the money they 
need fo r food and c lo th ing. Also, 
to boost taxation on the sm allest 
incomes to unheard-of levels.

"The governm ent by its e lf can­
not foresta ll in fla tio n . The people 
m ust do it . "  We have analyzed 
jus t w hat th is  means. The burden

poor. At. the very  tim e the eapi 
ta lis ts  are s tu ffing  th e ir  pockets 
w ith  enormous profits, the w o rk­
ers are asked to forego a ll thought 
o f seeking raises to meet the r is ­
ing  cost of liv in g . I t  is they who 
m ust su ffe r the shortages caused 
by the war.

The governm ent representing 
the cap ita lis t class cannot a ttack 
the problem  of in fla tio n  at its  
source. The source Is obviously 
the system of producing fo r p ro­
fits. I f  the factories were taken 
over by the governm ent and con­
tro lled  and operated by the w o rk ­
ing; class, there would not be any 
"pressure”  of purchasing power 
causing prices to rise. Prices 
could then be regulated to meet 
the costs o f production and the 
cost of ru n n in g  the government. 
The price would not be based on 
the idea of m aking as large a pro­
fit as the tra ffic  w i l l  bear. On 
the con tra ry, the tendency would 
be to set both production and 
prices so as to raise the stand­
ards of l iv in g  and give more and 
not less to the masses of people 
fo r th e ir  money .

, , , , . of financing the w ar is beingW ar production has involved tre - . ,, , , ,  , ..___ , ,, „ . I placed on the shoulders of themendous outlays o f government
money. Some o f th is  money, paid 
to m anufacturers of guns, m un i­
tions, airplanes, ships, has found 
its  way in to  the hands of the 
workers. They are ready to spend 
the money fo r needed food and 
c lo th ing  and shelter. B ut these 
th ings  are not in  demand fo r the 
war. In d u s try  cannot produce 
both w ar goods and consumers' 
goods. The la tte r  are being sac­
rificed. Less o f i t  is being prod­
uced ju s t when people can buy 
more o f it.

The trouble, say the cap ita lis t 
economists, lies in  the fact th a t i f  
the masses o f people t r y  to buy 
the  th ings they need, the prices 
o f the few th ings on the m arket 
w i l l  go skyrocketing . B u t why 
cannot the government con tro l 
prices and thus prevent the in f la ­
tio n a ry  process? Bell adm its 
th a t even i f  the governm ent could 
re a lly  contro l prices, th is  would 
m erely produce greater scarcities 
o f goods. The goods would tend 
to disappear from  the m arket.

The "tendency”  is fo r prices to 
rise  in  such a case. There is a 
"pressure”  o f demand o r purchas­
ing power on the supply tending 
to cause th is  rise in  prices. We 
may s tr ip  th is  abstract w ay of 
saying a sim ple th in g : the cap ita l­
is t sellers w i l l  t ry  to get as 
much, on the m arke t as the tra ffic  
w i l l  bear. The tendency is fo r 
the cap ita lis ts  to make the h igh ­
est possible profits.

WHO GIVES WAY?
B ell tr ies  to cover up th is  s im ­

ple explanation by saying that 
“ the governm ent its e lf does not 
th in k  tha t prices can be held 
down so long as excess purchas­
in g  power is le ft uncontro lled. I t  
expects th a t black m arkets w i l l  
sp ring  up." Le t us again in te r­
pre t in  incon trovertib le  terms 
w hat th is  means. Bell is s im p ly 
saying th a t the cap ita lis t m anu­
facture rs and profit- seekers w ill 
no t cooperate w ith  th e ir  own gov­
ernm ent to fix  the price level. Un­
der these circumstances, i t  is  not 
the cap ita lis ts  who give way, but 
the governm ent!

The black (o r bootleg) m arket 
is  no to rio us ly  the preserves of the 
well-to-do and the rich . I f  the 
w o rke r goes to the black m arket, 
i t  1$ on ly  when sheer necessity 
drives h im  to pay enormous prices 
fo r  w hat he cannot do w ithou t.
C e rta in ly  the masses of people 
would be on ly too happy to ob­
ta in  the th ings they m ust buy 
a t reasonable fixed prices. In h e r­
en t in  th is  whole argum ent is the 
acknowledgment of the anarchy, 
the un co n tro lla b ility , o f cap ita l­
is t production and d is tr ib u tio n .
The anarchy is produced by the 
cap ita lis ts  and well-to-do. But 
who sha ll pay fo r th is  anarchy?
A l l  the m ach inery o f governm ent

V E R A  F IG N E R
1152-1942

The death o f Vera F igner, a t the ago o f 90, 
was announced June 16 by Pravda. Hers is a 
revered name ou t o f a past so fa r  aw ay fro m  
us th a t i t  is aston ish ing to  rea lize th a t the  in ­
te rven ing distance has been covered by the span 
o f life  o f a f r a i l  woman. I t  makes one rea lize 
anew how young the M a rx is t movem ent is, how 
recently  i t  began, th a t a p re -M a rx is t fo re ru nn e r 
o f th e  Russian revo lu tiona ry  movem ent should 
ju s t now be la id  in her grave in  the Soviet U nion.

Vera F ig n e r was born in 1852, when M a rx  was 
34 years old. In  1876 she began he r revo lu tiona ry  
career and s h o rtly  a f te r  became a leading m em ­
ber o f the  E xecutive Com m ittee o f the fam ous 
te rro r is t o rgan iza tion , N arodnaya V o lya  (the 
People’s W il l ) .  I t  requires a considerable e f fo r t  
o f h is to rica l im a g in a tio n  to  understand th a t 
movement and the  Russia in  which i t  operated. 
Serfdom had been abrogated in  1861, b u t Russia 
remained outside the modern w o rld , a vast fae- 
tory-less a g ra ria n  land ru le d  by an absolute au­
tocracy, p a r t  o f p re -ca p ita lis t A s ia  ra th e r than 
of Europe. Y e t fro m  the t in y  m iddle class and 
the n o b ility  came a g ro up  o f young in te llec tua ls  
who "w e n t to  the people”  to  share the s u ffe r­
ings o f the peasantry. The te r ro r is t  methods th e y  
employed to  avenge the w rongs o f the ag ra ria n  
masses belong in  s p ir it  closer to  the desperate 
peasant revo lts  o f m edieval Europe than they 
do to the m odern p ro le ta ria n  m ovem ent; but 
they served to  awaken the f ir s t  sparks am ong 
the masses and to  create examples o f re v o lu tio n ­
a ry  heroism w h ich inspired the M a rx is ts  who 
came a f te r  them .

The Czar Laughed  —  Then D ied
D yn am itin gs  o f pub lic  bu ild ings and o ffic ia l 

tra in s  were organized by V era  F ig n e r and her 
sm all band o f co llabora tors, the  f irs t  dyn am iting  
ta k in g  place in  1879 (the  yea r T ro ts k y  was born; 
Lenin was ne a rly  ten years o ld ). In  A ugust, 
1879, Narodnaya V o lya  pronounced the death sen­
tence aga inst Czar A lexander I I  and d u rin g  the 
next 18 months made several a ttem p ts  to  c a rry  
i t  out.

The Czar was o ffe red an a lte rna tive  an a fo r ­
mal le tte r  sent h im  by the E xecu tive  C om m it­
tee o f N arodnaya V o lya  on M arch 10, 1881, de­
m anding: 1. General am nesty to  a ll p o lit ic a l o f­
fenders; 2. The convening o f an assembly o f re p ­
resentatives o f the  w ho le  o f the Russian people 
on the basis o f un ive rsa l su ffrag e , fre e  press, 
free  speech and the r ig h t  o f assembly. No doubt 
the Czar laughed a t the  a ffro n te ry  o f the t in y  
band o f revo lu tiona ries  who were dem anding th a t 
he sign his abdication. Three days la te r, on M arch 
13, 1881, he was dead, sla in by the People’s W ill .

Vera F ig n e r was among those seized, held fo r  
three years in  prison, then condemned to  death. 
Am ong those executed was L e n in ’s o lder bro ther. 
F ig n e r ’s sentence was commuted to  tw e n ty  years’ 
im prisonm ent. Though held behind closed doors, 
the t r ia l  and the  heroic conduct o f the convicted 
was an in s p ir in g  s to ry  th rou gh ou t Europe.

W’ hen the f i r s t  leaders o f N arodnaya Volya 
were seized and arra igned, M a rx  w ro te  to his 
daughte r Jenny on A p r i l  11, 1881:

"H ave  you been fo llo w in g  the t r ia l  o f the as­
sassins in P ete rsburg? They are s te r lin g  people 
th rough  and th rough , w ith o u t m elodram atic pose, 
sim ple, businesslike, heroic. S houting and doing 
are irreconcilab le  opposites. The Pete rsburg  E x ­
ecutive Com m ittee (o f the People’s W il l )  which

acts so energetica lly , issues m anifestoes o f re ­
fined m oderation. I t  is f a r  removed fro m  the 
schoolboy way in w h ich Johannes M ost and o ther 
ch ild ish w h im perers preach tyrann ic ide  as a 
‘ theo ry ’ and ‘panacea’. . . ; on the co n tra ry  they 
t r y  to teach Europe th a t th e ir  m ethod o f action' 
is a specifica lly  Russian and h is to r ic a lly  in e v it­
able method about which the re  is  no m ore reason 
to  m oralize, fo r  -or against, than there is about 
the earthquake in  Chios.”

20  Tears o f S o lita ry  C onfinem ent
F o r tw e n ty  years Vera F ig n e r was in  s o lita ry  

confinement in Sehlucsselb.urg fo rtress . The m ind 
can scarcely grasp w h a t« tha t means —  20 years 
o f s o lita ry  confinem ent. Y e t by sheer w i l l  she 
lived th rough  i t ;  more, some o f the poe try  she 
w ro te  then has its  perm anent place in Russian 
lite ra tu re . M eanw hile the development o f mod­
ern cap ita lism  began in  Russia, and w ith  i t  a 
modern p ro le ta ria t and a M a rx is t m ovem ent. The 
bestia l repressions had w e ll-n ig h  destroyed the 
rem nants o f N arodnaya Volya, b u t enough re ­
mained to  pass on the to rch  to  the young M a rx ­
ists, m any o f whom —  inc lud ing  both Len in  and 
T ro ts k y  —  began as fo llow e rs  o f Narodnaya 
Vofya.

I f  the P opu lis t ideas o f the o lder movement 
gave l i t t le  to the M arx is ts , the example o f men 
and women lik e  V era  F ig n e r 'gave ve ry  much. 
As a boy o f 17, ju s t  en te rin g  the revo lu tiona ry  
movement, T ro ts k y  listened to  the ta lk  o f fo rm e r 
exiles in the p ro v in c ia l tow n o f N iko ia yev : "The 
conversations o f the exiles were punctuated w ith  
the names o f the popu lists, Zhelyabov, Perov- 
skaya, F igner, who were trea ted no t as legend­
a ry  heroes bu t as rea l people w ith  whom  the 
o lder frien ds  o f these exiles, i f  no t they them ­
selves, were fa m ilia r .  I  had a fee lin g  th a t I  was 
jo in in g  a g re a t chain as a t in y  lin k .”

She survived those tw e n ty  years and, in  1904, 
was deported to w in t ry  A rchangelsk, fro m  which 
the f irs t  Russian revo lu tion  libe ra ted  he r; she 
lived abroad between 1906 and 1917. W hen the 
second revo lu tion  came, she was an oldj woman 
o f 65 years; she re turned to  Russia. A f te r  her 
im prisonm ent she was a lw ays in  f ra g ile  health 
and played no active role. In  M ay, 1917 she was 
elected to the A ll-R uss ian  Execu tive  o f the Con­
gress o f Peasant Soviets; w hateve r the m otive 
o f the re fo rm is ts  who nom inated her, she de­
served the honor, no r did she fo llo w  those re ­
fo rm is ts  when they le f t  Russia a f te r  the October 
revo lu tion . W h a t her v iews were on the degen­
era tion  o f the S ta lin is t bureaucracy, we have no 
w ay now o f kno w in g ; b u t in  s p ir it  she was w orlds 
a p a rt from  the usurpers who did  n o t make the 
three revo lu tions bu t were parasites upon the 
resu lt.

. t
H er H ero ism  Lives On

In  the A s ia tic  darkness o f 1876 th is  s p ir it  
flam ed and 20 years o f s o lita ry  con finem ent did 
no t p reven t the sparks fro m  ig n it in g  the con­
f la g ra tio n  th a t consumed Czarism  and c a p ita l­
ism. We can be sure th a t, as T ro ts k y  heard her 
name whispered in  N ico layev and fe lt  h im se lf a 
lin k  in  the g re a t chain, so m any Russian youth 
today are imbued w ith  th a t s p ir it .  The heroism 
and selflessness which she gave to  the w o rld  did 
not die w ith  her. I t  lives on, as i t  a lways has, 
in the now generation wh ich w i l l  do its  w o rk  
in the world* as she did hers.

F . M.

SOVIET PACTS AND SECOND FRONT

A tte n tio n !
P H IL A D E L P H IA
R E A D E R S :

W il l  the  P h iladelph ia  co rre ­
spondent who sent us an un­
s igned le tte r  on the  in te rn a ­
t io n a l s itu a tio n  please ge t in  
touch w ith  us a t h is conve­
n ience/

T H E  M IL IT A N T  
116 "U n ive rs ity  PL,

(Continued fro m  page 1)
open a second f ro n t  th is  year.”  T im e rep o rts : "The general as­
sum ption th a t the  understand ing about a second f ro n t  in  1942 
was a prom ise was no t ju s tif ie d  by the w ords; they  h in ted ra th e r 
th a t one would be opened i f  Russia found he rse lf too hard  press­
ed.”  James B. Reston who, a week ea rlie r, had cited W ashington 
op in ion th a t B r ita in  was ready to  invade the Continent, now 
w rite s :

"W ash ing ton  was in  a sober and rea lis tic  mood to n ig h t. The 
fa l l  o f T obruk  and the s itua tion  o f the Russians a t Sevastopol 
have p u t a dam per on the unrestra ined second-front speculation 
th a t has surrounded the Roosevelt-C hurch ill ta lks . The ch ie f 
im m ediate concern was viewed as the  ho ld ing  o f the second f ro n t  
the U n ited  N ations now have in E g yp t, ra th e r than opening up 
new fro n ts  on the European con tinen t.”  (N . Y . T im es, June 22.)

I t  is also s ig n ifica n t to  note th a t M olotov, *in h is re p o rt to 
the Supreme Soviet, m ere ly  repeated the  iden tica l words o f the 
Roosevelt-Eden-M olotov communiques on the  question o f a sec­
ond fro n t.

In  short, a week a f te r  the  communiques, i t  is c lear th a t 
o ff ic ia l and press com m ent everywhere have w h ittle d  down the 
second-front fo rm u la tio n  to  an a lgebra ic fo rm u la  w h ich  is un ­
lik e ly  to have any rea l con tent fo r  a long  tim e  to  come. W ell- 
n igh  everybody agrees on th is.

Sta lin is t “ Exp lanations”
Everybody, th a t is, except the D a ily  W orke r and the New 

Masses, the S ta lin is t organs here. The s ig n in g  o f the pacts was 
reported in  the  June 12 D a ily  W o rke r w ith  the  scream ing head­
line : “ U . S. and Soviet Agree On W est F ro n t In  ’42 and On 
P ost-W ar Peace.”  The June 23 New Masses, b land ly  ig n o rin g  the 
fa c t th a t the second f ro n t  was dea lt w ith  sole ly in  the  com m u­
niques and n o t in the pacts, publishes an .ed ito ria l en title d : “ The 
Second F ro n t A greem ents.”  The New Masses com plains th a t the 
London and W ash ing ton dispatches in d ica tin g  the re  w i l l  be no 
second f ro n t  th is  year are “ u n w o rth y  o f th is  g re a t lib e ra tio n  w ar, 
u n w o rth y  o f the h is to r ic  agreements reached in  W ash ing ton and 
London.”  Is  the New  Masses, then, prepared a u th o r ita tiv e ly  to 
re fu te  these dispatches and to  assert po s itive ly  th a t the re  w il l  
be a second fro n t?  N o t a t a ll. The m ost the  New  Masses can 
undertake is to  defend the s in ce rity  o f Roosevelt and Eden aga inst 
the  c a p ita lis t press, com pla in ing  th a t the press “ comments would 
lead one to  believe th a t  the  h ighest o ffic ia ls  o f the A m erican 
and B r it is h  governm ents had th e ir  tongues in  th e ir  cheeks when 
they  gave the second f ro n t  pledge.”  A nd  since, presum ably, i t  is 
inconceivable th a t Roosevelt and Eden had th e ir  torigues in  th e ir  
cheeks, w e ll, then, the  second f ro n t  w i l l  be opened sho rtly .

I t  is, o f  course, qu ite  understandable w h y  the S ta lin is t press 
should ins is t, in  the face o f a ll the evidence to  the  con tra ry , 
th a t Roosevelt-ChurchiT  are about to  open up a second f ro n t  
in  Europe. The S ta lin is t press has never (except fo r  the  one

ind iscre tion  o f the D a ily  W orke r’s m il ita ry  exp e rt cited above) 
breathed a h in t  th a t the R oosevelt-C hurch ill w a r a im s are no t 
iden tica l w ith  Soviet w a r aim s. On the con tra ry , in  order to  ju s ­
t i f y  ca llin g  upon the w orkers to g ive p o lit ic a l support to  A ng lo - 
Am erican im peria lism , the S ta lin is ts  have suppressed a ll fac ts  
w h ich  show th a t the “ dem ocratic”  im p e ria lis ts  rem ain, now as 
ever, im p e ria lis ts  seeking th e ir  own objectives, inc lud ing  a post­
w a r re la tio n  o f forces in  w h ich the Soviet U n ion w i l l  be a t the 
m ercy o f the A ng lo -A m erican  bloc.

W hen They’ l l  Set Up A  .Second F ron t
S ta lin is t ag ita tio n , both here and in  E ng land, has pretended 

th a t i f  enough o f “ the people”  demand a second fro n t,  then i t  
w il l be granted. There Is a h a lf- tru th  in  th is : i f  the g re a t masses 
o f Eng land and A m erica  could exe rt su ffic ie n t fo rce , the y  would 
have th e ir  way. B u t w h a t w ould cons titu te  th a t su ffic ie n t force? 
T h a t su ffic ie n t force cannot be m ere ly  pressure on the B r it is h  
and Am erican c a p ita lis t governm ents. So long as the B r it is h  and 
Am erican ru l in g  class rem ain in  power, th e ir  im p e r ia lis t War 
aim s w i l l  p re v a il; the y  w i l l  g ive lip -serv ice  to  mass demands, 
bu t the y  w i l l  on ly  do w h a t im p e ria lis t aim s requ ire  —  no th ing  
else. Hence, to  “ demand”  o f Roosevelt-C hurch ill a second f ro n t  
to  aid the  Soviet U n ion  is fu t ile .  R oosevelt-C hurch ill w i l l  es­
tab lish  a second f ro n t  on ly  i f  and when i t  serves the aim s o f th e ir  
ru lin g  class, and th e ir  decision w i l l  n o t be swayed an io ta  by 
the S ta lin is t mass m eetings and o th e r c lap-trap .

Real aid to  the Soviet U n ion can come on ly th rou gh  a p ro ­
le ta ria n  revo lu tiona ry  po licy  d ia m e trica lly  opposed to  the p ro ­
im p e ria lis t po licy  o f the S ta lin is ts . Genuine co llabora tion  o f the 
peoples o f the U n ited  States and Eng land w ith  the Soviet U n ion 
cannot be secured under ca p ita lis t governm ents. O n ly  by estab­
lis h in g  a W orke rs ’ and F a rm ers ’ G overnm ent in the U n ited  States 
can the masses o f Am erica  aid the Soviet Union.

How to A id  the Soviet U n ion
T his  fundam enta l t ro th  has been tested by a year o f N az i- 

Soviet w a r. The rea l s itua tion  o f the Soviet U n ion is one o f 
m o rta l danger. A  th ird  o f its  European te rr ito r ie s , much o f its  
best in d u s tr ia l and a g r ic u ltu ra l area, is in  N az i hands. A ga in  
the Nazis are on the offensive. F o r the re a l defenders o f the 
Soviet U n ion, the s itua tion  is fra u g h t w ith  the m ost tra g ic  con­
sequences. V ic to ry  by the “ U n ited  N a tion s”  over H it le r  a f te r  
the Nazis are exhausted by a long  s trugg le  w h ich  also lays waste 
the resources and m anpower o f the w o rke rs ’ s tate would be a 
P y rrh ic  v ic to ry  fo r  the Soviet U n ion, leav ing  i t  defenseless be­
fo re  its  “ a llie s .”

T h a t te rr ib le  po ss ib ility  is  w h a t S ta lin ’s po licy  leads to . No 
rea l fr ie n d  o f the Soviet U n ion, no revo lu tion is t, can fo llo w  th a t 
po licy. The sa lva tion  o f the Soviet U n ion, now more than  ever, 
depends on the soc ia lis t revo lu tion . Those who ba llyhoo the sec­
ond f ro n t  as the solution o f the s itua tion  o f the USSR are a id ­
in g  the enemies o f the  Soviet U n ion.

The Stalinists Betray 
The Negro Struggle

They Attacked March-On-Washington Rally and Called Another 
To Counteract Its Effect, Their Silence On Waller Explained

By A L B E R T  P A R K E R  ®---------------------------------------------------
When the Communist Party shifted its line just a tear ago, 

and went from its all-out defense of the Stalin-I I ¡tier pact to 
all-out support of the war program, TH E  M IL IT A N T  predict­
ed that the Stalinists would also stop advocating a m ilitant 
struggle ga ins t Jim Crowism.

This prediction was fu lfilled in short order. Now, at the
end o f one year, the S ta lin is ts  
have gone so fa r  a long .their new 
treacherous road th a t they not 
on ly  do no t advocate m ilita n cy , 
h u t v ic ious ly  a ttack  and slander 
everyone who does. The best ex­
ample o f th is  was the approach 
■they took to the Madison Square 
Garden ra l ly  held la s t week u n ­
der the auspices o f the M arch-on- 
W ashington movement.

U n ti l less than a week before 
June 16 the S ta lin is t D a ily  W o rk ­
e r rem ained s ile n t about the 
m eeting . On June 12 and June 
14 appeared a rtic les  by B en jam in 
Davis, J r., o f the D a ily  W o rk ­
e r e d ito r ia l board, a tta ck in g  the 
M arch-on-W ashington movement 
because i t  had taken “ no sharp 
and c lear stand on the w a r”  and 
because the T ro tsky is ts  among 
others were suppo rting  the ob­
jec tives o f th is  movement, and 
s ta tin g  th a t fo r  these reasons, 
the D a ily  W orker "cannot com­
m it  its e lf  unreservedly to the 
June 16 m eeting .”

On the m orn ing  o f June 16 i t ­
self, Davis appeared w ith  a new 
a tta ck  on the movement, because 
the S oc ia lis t P a rty  paper, The 
Call, had endorsed the m eeting. 
A ga in  Davis complained th a t the 
m ovem ent’s 8-po in t p rogram  
om itted  “ a l l reference to the w a r 
— to say no th in g  o f w in n in g  i t . ”  
He asked i f  A . P h ilip  Randolph, 
leader o f the movement, has been 
w o rk in g  " to  exp lo it the ju s t de­
mands o f the Negro people 
against the w a r and aga inst the 
best in te rests o f the Negroes.”  
No one could any longer doubt 
a f te r  th is  a rtic le  th a t the S ta lin ­
is ts  were opposed to the m eeting. 
The m eeting was held, and was so 
w e ll attended despite the e ffo r ts  
o f the S ta lin is ts , th a t Davis in 
re p o rtin g  the ra l ly  had to  say 
“ the movement represents the 
honest yearn ings o f the Negro 
masses, w hatever m ay be said of 
T ro tsky ite s  who would u ltim a te ­
ly  w reck the movem ent as they 
would the na tion .”  (D a ily  W o rk ­
er, June 18.)

A lo ng  w ith  th is  adm ission 
came another a ttack  on Randolph 
because he “ introduced no reso­
lu tio n  in support o f the w a r.”

C O U N T E R -M E E T IN G
M eanwhile d u rin g  th is  period 

the S ta lin is ts  had been p re pa r­
in g  another mass m eeting, to be 
held in H a rlem  on June 28 under 
the auspices o f the N egro Labor 
V ic to ry  Com m ittee, which in ­
cludes no n -S ta lin is t elements bu t 
is dom inated by the Com m unist 
P a rty .

As the S ta lin is ts  had foreseen, 
the Madison Square Garden ra l ly  
had le ft  a ve ry  de fin ite  im pres­
sion th a t the Negro masses are 
ready to f ig h t  fo r  democratic 
r ig h ts  a t home NO W . The S ta­
lin is ts  w a n t to counteract th is  
im pression by ho ld ing another 
Negro m eeting a t which the dom­
in an t theme w il l  be support o f the 
war. Randolph ve ry  correc tly  
summed up its  ro le  when he said 
la s t week:

“ This is a typ ica l Com m unist- 
f r o n t  movement th a t has been 
rop in g  people in. I t  wants the 
N egro to fo rg e t a ll his g rievan ­
ces and to make i t  appear Ne­
groes are no t concerned w ith  d is­
c rim in a tio n  in  the a rm y and navy 
and the w a r industries. I t  is de f­
in ite ly  in  opposition to  the M arch . 
on-W ashington m ovem ent.”

Now  the in te re s tin g  th in g  
about th is  whole business is th a t 
Randolph does support the w ar 
and has supported i t  fro m  the 
beg inn ing —  even a year ago 
when the S ta lin is ts  a ttacked the 
M arch-on-W ashington movement 
because Randolph was a "w a r ­
m onger.”  How , then, can the S ta­
lin is t  a ttacks on the movem ent be 
explained, especially when i t  is 
realized th a t th e ir  behavior on 
the m eeting has knocked S ta lin ­
is t p restige  am ong the Negro 
mhsses to  a new low  po in t?

The S ta lin is t a ttacks can be 
understood on ly  by those who are 
acquainted w ith  the  d iffe re n t 
bases o f suppo rt on w h ich  men 
like  Randolph and on w h ich  the 
S ta lin is ts  rest.

R A N D O L P H ’S P O LIC Y
W ith o u t the backing o f the N e­

g ro  masses, Randolph does no t 
am ount to  tw o  cents and he 
knows it .  W ith o u t the support o f 
the Negro ranks, Randolph 
would never be pe rm itted  in to  
even the back door o f the W h ite  
House, le t alone to  a conference 
w ith  Roosevelt. Randolph sup­
ports  the w a r, bu t i f  th a t were a ll 
he offe red the Negro masses they 
would pay no more a tte n tio n  to  
h im  than they  do to  the S ta lin ­
ists. To keep the mass support 
he w ants, Randolph has to  speak 
the language o f m ilita n cy . He

knows ve ry  w e ll fro m  the tem per 
o f the masses th a t th is  is the 
on ly language they w a n t to hear 
today. He fears th a t i f  he loses 
leadership over- the masses today, 
he w il l  be unable to rega in  i t  to ­
m orrow  or a fte r  the w ar. T ha t 
is w hy he speaks a language so 
d iffe re n t fro m  the course he fo l­
lows. In  the speech he was sup­
posed to  make on June 16, bu t 
which he could no t de live r be­
cause o f the poor arrangem ents 
o f the m eeting, Randolph said:

“ I t  is w e ll-n ig h  unanim ous 
among Negroes, even though 
some m ay be a l i t t le  t im id  in ex­
pressing it ,  th a t Negroes m ust 
f ig h t  now fo r  th e ir  r ig h ts . Ne­
gro  leaders made a grave blunder 
in the  la s t w a r by s ta tin g : ‘Le t 
us close ranks and fo rg e t our 
grievances.’ The governm ent took 
them a t th e ir  w ord  and fo rg o t 
the Negroes’ grievances fo r  good. 
We a ll saw w ha t happened. Ne­
gro boys were shell-shocked, lost 
th e ir  m inds, bled and died f ig h t ­
in g  fo r  a democracy they never 
knew and which th e ir  comrades 
never found upon th e ir  re tu rn  
home. No, they never found 
democracy when they re turned 
fro m  over there, bu t they did 
find mob ru le , lynch law , J im  
Crow and a callous and in d if fe r ­
ent governm ent to  the Negroes’ 
pleas fo r  jus tice  and fa ir  p lay.

"W e are resolved th a t we shall 
no t make th is  b lunder again. We 
m ust f ig h t  the governm ent’s p o li­
cy o f J im  Crow w ith  a il we have 
got. We have no th ing  to lose bu t 
our chains; we have freedom, 
jus tice  and democracy to  ga in .”

T ha t is no t re a lly  Randolph 
speaking; i t  is the masses speak­
ing th rough  Randolph. Randolph’s 
fa ilu re  to present a p rogram  fo r  
ach ieving the masses’ demands is 
p ro o f o f tha t.

Randolph’s po licy then is to 
speak m il ita n t ly  because he bases 
h im se lf on the support o f the 
N egro  ranks, and to  fa i l  to  o ffe r  
a m il ita n t  p rogram , o f action be­
cause he supports the w a r and 
is a fra id  to  lead a fundam enta l 
s trugg le  aga inst the ca p ita lis t 
class. I t  is his illu s ion  th a t by 
speaking m il ita n t ly  he can secure 
a num ber o f concessions fro m  the 
a d m in is tra tion  and thus m a in ta in  
his leadership o f the Negro 
movement.

T H E  S T A L IN IS T  P O LIC Y
The S ta lin is ts  proceed fro m  an 

e n tire ly  d iffe re n t basis: T he ir 
line on the Negro question as on 
eve ry th in g  else is determ ined by 
the S ta lin  bureaucracy in  Mos­
cow, w h ich is concerned on ly  w ith  
pro tecting  its  own in terests. 
Sometimes these in te rests seem 
to coincide w ith  those o f the N e­
g ro  and w h ite  w orkers in  the 
U n ited States sometimes they 
c lea rly  do no t; bu t th a t does not 
concern the S ta lin  bureaucracy 
o r its  stooges in th is  coun try . In  
th is  you can f in d  the exp lana­
tion  fo r  the D a ily  W o rke r’s a t­
tack on a movem ent w h ich de­
spite the jje fects o f its  leadership 
expresses the asp ira tions o f the 
Negro people.

The S ta lin is t line  on the Negro 
question today is to  com plain 
th a t J im  C row ism  in te rfe res  w ith  
the w a r (the e ffects o f J im  C row ­
ism on the N egro people are sec­
ondary, so fa r  as the Com m unist 
P a rty  is concerned.) As Davis 
said in  the June 14 W orker, fo r  
the S ta lin is ts  “ the w in n in g  o f 
th is  w a r is the p r im a ry  issue be­
fore the Negro people.”  N a tu ra l­
ly, i f  you th in k  th a t, then you 
won’t  like  a m ovem ent and a 
m eeting wh ich says th a t no th ing  
is more im p o rta n t than w inn ing  
dem ocracy a t home, even though 
its  leaders also support the w ar.

Randolph believes i t  is possi­
ble to w in  concessions fo r  the 
Negro people by speaking m il i­
ta n tly  and le tt in g  Roosevelt hear 
it. T h a t is w hy  he and most o f 
the o the r speakers a t the meet­
ing emphasized the p o in t th a t the 
Negro people are no t enthusias­
tic  about the  w a r.

The S ta lin is ts , however, say 
th a t the w ay to  w in  concessions 
is by sup po rting  the w a r, because 
then the ad m in is tra tio n  w i l l  be 
ready to rew ard the lo y a lty  o f 
the N egro masses. As Davis said 
in his June 14 a rtic le , The w a r 
" is  a f ig h t  in  and th rough  which 
the N egro people w i l l  realize 
th e ir  ju s t  demands. W ith  our na­
tion  needing na tiona l u n ity , m a x i­
mum w a r production and the 
h ighest possible m ora le in the 
arm ed forces, the  opportun ities  
are g re a te r than ever fo r  secur­
ing  the eq u a lity  o f the Negro 
people th rou gh  the very prosecu­
tion  o f the  w a r.”

There is one o the r and d if fe r ­

ent aspect o f S ta ln ism  which 
m ig h t ju s t  as w e ll be commented 
on here as anywhere else. T h a t 
is the C om m unist P a r ty ’s a t t i ­
tude tow ard the case o f  Odell 
W alle r, N egro  sharecropper sen­
tenced to death because he k ille d  
|iis  land lord  in  self-defense.

F o r a lm ost tw o  years now th e  
fig h t to  save W a lle r ’s li fe  has 
been supported by various Negro, 
defense and labor organ iza tions, 
inc lud ing  the S oc ia lis t W orkers 
P a rty . The th in g  w h ich  un ited  
a ll these o rgan iza tions in  th is  
f ig h t was the e lem entary desire 
to save a v ic t im  o f J im  C row ism  
and thus to s tr ik e  a b low  a t the 
system  o f J im  Crow ism .

D u rin g  th is  en tire  period the  
C om m unist P a rty  and a ll its  news 
papers and magazines and a ll o f 
its  forces in the labor m ovem ent 
remained s ilen t on the  case. F in ­
a lly ,  on June 18, re p o rtin g  the 
Garden ra lly , D avis devoted one 
sentence to  it. A nd then the nex t 
day, on the day W a lle r was 
scheduled to be electrocuted, there 
appeared an a rtic le  a t las t. W r it ­
ten by Eugene Gordon, i t  was 
en titled  “ L e t G overnor Darden 
Know  Before T o n ig h t: W a lle r 
M ust N o t D ie.”

M any readers o f the D a ily  
W orker m ust have been puzzled 
by its  la s t sentence: “ T im e is 
sho rt b u t no t too s h o rt i—  i f  we 
h u r ry ! ”  They m ust have tho ugh t 
to themselves th a t tim e  c e rta in ­
ly  was short, b u t w hy  had i t  
taken the D a ily  W orke r such a 
long tim e  to even m ention the 
case —  w hy had i t  no t h u rrie d  in 
in form ing- its  readers about the 
need fo r  action? '

"R U L E  OR R U IN ”
The t ru th  is o f course th a t the 

S ta lin is ts  were re a liy  t r y in g  to 
save face on the day W a lle r  was 
scheduled to  die. They were no t 
rea lly  in terested in  saving W a l­
le r o r they  would long ago have 
begun to move th e ir  pow erfu l ap­
paratus in to  action.

The sing le  sentence in  D avis ’ 
r e p o r t  and G ordon’s a rtic le  
exp la in  w h y  th is  is so. Davis 
re fe rs  to i t  as “ a case w h ich  
should be supported despite its  
s in is te r exp lo ita tio n  by the T ro t-  
sky ite  de featis ts .”  A nd Gordon 
says: “ T rue, Odell W a lle r ’s case 
was grabbed up and, has been ex­
p lo ited by the T ro tsky ite s , the 
Lovestoneites and the N orm an 
Thomas ‘soc ia lis ts ’ fo r  th e ir  own 
questionable purposes. B u t the 
ve ry  fa c t  th a t th is  breed o f non­
descrip t de featis ts  and f i f th  co l­
um nists p ro fane the N egro ’s ju s t  
grievances im pels decent A m e r­
icans to shout th e ir  p ro tests 
aga inst the threatened V irg in ia  
ou trage .”  (Gordon does n o t ex­
p la in  w hy i t  is th a t w h ile  the so- 
callod f i f th  co lum nists were f ig h t­
in g  to save 'W aller’s life , the S ta ­
lin is ts  were n o t even w h ispering  
le t alone “ shou ting”  aga inst the 
threatened lega l lyn ch in g .)

The S ta lin is t general line  m a^ 
change fro m  yea r to year, bu t 
th e ir  f i l th y  tac tics  o f " ru le  o r 
ru in ”  rem a in  the same. They did 
not con tro l the W a lle r  case, they 
could no t use i t  to push th e ir  
own policies and extend th e ir  own 
in fluence, so they did  no t care 
w ha t happened to  W a lle r. A  la s t 
m inute  face-saving “ shout”  does 
no t excuse th e ir  treachery  no r 
change the fa c t th a t th e ir  whole 
course helped the forces th a t  are 
t ry in g  to  lynch W a lle r.

T h is  Won' t Get  
The Bosses Sore

'! A f te r  approv ing  income ta x - ;! 
;! es fo r  wage earners m aking  as;! 
;! l i t t le  as $9.60 weekly, the ;; 
o House W ays and Means Com-;; 
o m itte e  fin a lly  go t around to !; 
;; the question o f corpora tion  ;; 
;; p ro fits  taxes. On June 23, the "  
I; Com m ittee passed a measure !; 
! ; fo r  a 94% “ excess”  p ro fits !; 
! ;ta x , to take a ll b u t 6% o f the !; 
!; p ro fits  made over the average!; 
!; h igh  p ro fits  raked in  d u rin g !! 
!; 1936-1939. T h is  v ir tu a lly  g u a r - ;! 
"a n te e s  the w a r industries  b ig -;!
!! ge r p ro fits  than in  peace-time. ■! 
; !B U T  —  ;!
;! The Com m ittee also voted a;; 
;! c red it o f 14% on a ll “ excess” ;; 
;! p ro fits  taxes to be repaid the ;;
;; corpora tions a fte r  the w a r.!; 
7 They are to  get governm ent!; 
!; bonds equal to th a t am ount o f !|
; j th e ir p ro fits  taxes redeema- !| 
!;b le  when the w a r is over. !| 
!; The W a ll S tree t Jou rn a l,!! 
JJune  24, commented th a t  th e '!  
¡¡Com m ittee did th is  in  o rde r;! 
¡¡not to  “ severely c u rta il the in -  ;! 
¡¡centive to  efficient, produc- ;! 
d t io n .”  T h is  am ounts to  the ;; 
;! corpora tions saying th rou gh ;;
; i Congress, "W a r  o r no w a r — ;;
; i f  you don’t  p e rm it us tre m -!; 
;;endous p ro fits , we won’t  p ro -!; 
¡; duce.”  The bosses are ready to  "
;; sacrifice , a l l r ig h t  —  down t o !! 
!; the la s t drop o f the w orkers ’ !! 
!; blood. !;
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“LABOR WITH A  WHITE S K IN  
CANNOT EMANCIPATE ITSELF 
WHERE LABOR WITH A  B L A C K  
SKIN IS  B R A N D E D "  — K A R L , 
M A R X .

Negro S truggle

Im po rtan t to Realize 
That Negro Masses Are 
Ready lo  F igh t fo r  T h e ir  
R ights NOW

¡B y A lb e rt P a rke r

La s t week in th is  column we discussed the 
g row ing  m an ifesta tions o f a new f ig h t in g  s p ir it  
among the N egro masses. We in tend to  discuss 
i t  ag-ain th is  week, and again and again in  the 
weeks to  come, u n t il everyone who leads th is  
column becomes as convinced as we have th a t 
a new s itua tion  is a r is in g  w h ich is o f the u t ­
m ost im portance to every f ig h te r  aga inst J im  
Crow ism .

O ur column la s t week noted a new tendency 
shown by a d m in is tra tion  o ffic ia ls , ca p ita lis t p o li­
tic ians, pow erfu l da ily  newspapers and the lead­
ers o f even the m ost conservative N egro  o rgan­
izations. Th is tendency, w h ich  has been g ro w ­
in g  since the U n ited  States entered the w a r, in ­
dicated th a t these people know  the N egro  mass­
es are today ready to f ig h t  fo r  th e ir  r ig h ts . 
Since then we have received new confirm ations 
o f th is  change; the enthusiastic response o f the 
audience a t the June 16 M adison Square Garden 
ra d y  to  every suggestion fo r  a s trugg le  now ; 
more artic les  in  the c a p ita lis t press re fle c tin g  
the fears o f the ru lin g  class and W ash ing ton; 
the desperate a ttem p ts  o f the C om m unist P a rty  
to persuade the Negro people th a t th e ir  s trugg le  
is "secondary”  and th a t support o f the w a r is 
th e ir  m ost im p o rta n t task  today.

We place especial emphasis on a ll these signs 
o f a changing s itua tion , because the fig h te rs  fo r  
N egro eq ua lity  m ust be fu l ly  conscious o f these 
changes and m ust keep closely in  touch w ith  
them  i f  they hope to be able to  w in  th e ir  figh t.

What Is Changing
E xa c tly  w ha t is i t  th a t is chang ing in the pres­

ent s itua tion?  Is  i t  the conditions o f the Negro 
masses? B y and la rge, the on ly  honest answer 
to th is  question can be no. M ore Negro w orkers 
m ay be employed today than a year o r s ix  m onths 
ago, wages m ay be a t r i f le  h igher, governm ent 
o ffic ia ls  m ay prom ise a few  th in g s  more today 
than they did before —  b u t conditions on the 
whole are about the same. We do no t have to 
go in to  deta ils —  no one has to convince the 
N egro masses on th is  score, fo r  they  know th a t 
conditions have no t im proved, and in a ll discus­
sions they take i t  fo r  granted.

W ha t is chang ing is no t the conditions, bu t 
the th in k in g  and the a ttitud es  o f the N egro mass­
es. O f course these a ttitud es  are changing- be­
cause o f the new na tiona l and in te rn a tio n a l con­
d itions. The N egro masses have never been en­
thus ias tic  about ta lk  o f a second w a r fo r  democ- - 
racy  somewhere else. E ve ry  im p a rtia l observer 
could te s t ify  to  th is  before Pearl H arbor.

A f te r  Pearl H a rbo r the ta lk  o f democracy and 
equa lity  and fo u r freedoms increased. So did the 
demands fo r  sacrifice  and blood and sweat and 
tears increase. No one yearns fo r  demoefhey 
and freedom and equa lity  more than the Negro, 
fo r  he above a ll has been denied i t  in  th is  coun­
try .  No one wants to  f ig h t  fo r  them  more than 
he does, and no one is more ready to sacrifice 
fo r  them than he is.

B u t the Negro masses have no t fo rg o tte n  w hat 
happened d u rin g  the la s t w a r. N o r have they 
fo rg o tte n  w h a t happened to  them  yesterday —  
and w h a t is s t i l l  happening to  them  today. They 
have not ye t reached The position  where they 
are ready to in s titu te  the s trugg le  fo r  a revo lu ­
t io n a ry  change which w i l l  do aw ay w ith  J im  
Crow ism  and im p e ria lis t w a r b y  rep lac ing  cap i­
ta lism  w ith  socialism . B u t they have ju s t about 
reached the po in t where they are th in k in g :

“ They te ll us to  f ig h t  and sacrifice  and die 
fo r  democracy and equa lity . Maybe th is  w a r w i l l  
b r in g  such th in g s  to  o ther peoples, maybe i t  w i l l  
n o t; maybe the people who are conducting the 
w a r are sincere about w a n tin g  to  end oppres­
sion th roughou t the w o rld , maybe they are not. 
B u t we would be foo ls to  s it  back qu ie tly  and 
take th e ir  word fo r  i t ,  as our fa the rs  and m others 
did in 1917, th a t th is  w a r w i l l  au tom atica lly  g ive 
us here in  the U n ited  States the democratic 
r ig h ts  which have a lw ays been denied to  us. 
W ha t we m ust do now is take steps w h ich w ill 
insure our g e ttin g  the r ig h ts  w h ich belong to 
us.”

They Want Action Now
A ll  these thoughts have c rys ta llized  in to  a 

slogan which the leaders o f the M arch-on-W ash- 
ing ton  movement have in troduced in to  th e ir  l i t ­
e ra tu re : “ Now or never!”  Perhaps the  leaders 
o f th is  movement, m ost o f whom suppo rt the 
w a r and urge the masses to  support it ,  do not 
appreciate its  fu l l  significance, do no t realize 
th a t i t  im p lies a s trong  lack o f fa ith  in  the f lo w ­
ery promises o f the ru lin g  class about w ha t is 
go ing to happen to  N egro  r ig h ts  and conditions 
a fte r  the war.

B u t th a t is not so im p o rta n t as the emphasis 
which the slogan places on the need fo r  action 
today, now.

In  short, the rap id  events o f the w a r, the type 
o f propaganda w h ich  the governm ent is forced 
to  issue and the re fusa l o f the J im  C row  ru lin g  
class to m a te r ia lly  im prove  conditions have com ­
bined to  b rin g  about a change fo r  w h ich a ll o f 
us have been a g ita t in g : a s itua tion  where the 
ranks o f the N egro people are ready to f ig h t  
fo r  th e ir  r ig h ts  now.

Those o f us who have been acting  and w a itin g  
fo r  th is  new s itua tion  m ust recognize i t  and take

steps accord ing ly to  increase and in te n s ify  our 
w ork. L e t’s be ca re fu l n o t to  become v ic tim s  of 
rou tine ; le t us no t by fa il in g  to  understand what 
is happening, m iss the op p o rtu n ity  to  spread the 
in fluence o f m il ita n t ideas and the  program  o f 
s trugg le . M any people feared th a t the w ar would 
make the s tru g g le  fo r  N egro  equa lity  more d i f ­
f ic u lt  than ever. The cold fac ts  o f li fe  have a l­
ready shown th a t these fea rs  were unwarranted 
and th a t the opportun ities  are g reater than be­
fore.

We said above th a t we in tend to re tu rn  to th is  
sub ject again. Here we w ish to conclude fo r  
the present by c it in g  a newspaper a rtic le  which 
con firm s eve ry th in g  said above.

We have already commented on the m eaning 
o f increasing num bers o f a rtic les  on the Negro 
question in the c a p ita lis t newspapers and m aga­
zines. One o f the longest and m ost s ign ifican t 
o f these was w r it te n  by R ichard W ilson, chief 
o f the W ashington Bureau o f M inneapolis Sun­
day T ribune  and S ta r Journa l, and p rin ted  in  the 
June 14 issue o f th a t paper.

Secret Government Survey
The a rtic le , w h ich covers a lm ost a fu l l  news­

paper page, is f il le d  w ith  p iany ty p ic a l m issta te­
ments and slanders w h ich  we do n o t have the 
room to  answer here and w h ich  m ost o f our 
readers w i l l  recognize anyhow. B u t aside from  
them the au tho r gives us some revea ling  in fo rm a ­
tio n  about w ha t o ffic ia l W ashington is w o rry ­
ing  about:

“ U nm istakable evidences o f unrest are found 
in the A m erican N egro com m unity  which makes 
up one-tenth o f the popu la tion  o f the U n ited 
States. . .

“ A governm ent survey, which is regarded as a 
secret document, has uncovered the in fo rm a tion " 
th a t 38% o f the Negroes questioned believe i t  is 
more im p o rta n t to  ‘make democracy w ork  at 
home’ than i t  is to beat the Germans and Japan­
ese.

‘ Only 50.5% o f the Negroes questioned regard 
beating the Germans and Japanese as more im ­
p o rta n t than ‘m aking  democracy w o rk  at home.’

“ T h a t phrase has a diverse m eaning. . . Es­
sen tia lly , and to  m ost Negroes, i t  means the e li­
m ina tion  o f economic d isc rim ina tion , the r ig h t  to 
w o rk  and live  in  decency; to  others i t  means 
t lie  e lim in a tio n  o f segregation, and to s t i l l  others 
complete race equa lity .

“ Negroes are restive , and w h a t is the cause? 
“ This same secret governm ent survey analyzes 

the cause and shows th a t th is  is w h a t Negroes 
feel w o rs t about:

‘ 'D isc rim ina tion  in ob ta ih ing  jobs— 47.5%. 
‘‘D isc rim in a tion  in  wages— 22.5%. 
“ D isc rim in a tion  in  housing— 16%. 
“ Segregation— 9.5 %.”

W e are no t in  a position to  check on the 
accuracy o f f ig u re s  in a re p o rt w h ich is kep t 
secret. N o r do we know  w h a t k ind  o f people 
were questioned in  th is  survey —  w h a t p ropo r­
tion  fo r  example were governm ent employees and 
w h a t p ropo rtion  were ir i the south where a N e­
gro  w o rke r o r sharecropper m ig h t be p u ttin g  
his life  in jeopardy by  s ta tin g  h is tru e  opinion. 
B u t we can take i t  fo r  g ranted th a t i f  there was 
any exaggeration in  it ,  is  was a ll on the side o f 
m aking  th ings  seem as rosy and cheerfu l as 
possible.

“Atmosphere of Disillusion"
F o llow ing  are some more quotations fro m  W il­

son’s a rt ic le : (To re a lly  appreciate th e ir  s ig n i­
ficance, you m ust rea lize th a t W ilson g o t m ost 
o f th is  in fo rm a tio n  fro m  governm ent o ffic ia ls , 
possib ly the same ones who le t h im  know  o f the 
secret survey.)

“ Roosevelt caused a g re a t l i f t in g  o f hearts  in 
the Negro com m unity  by the  now fam ous execu­
tive  order 8802. . . Y e t the problem  rem ains. 
The f irs t  bloom o f o rd e r ' 8802 has w orn  o ff. 
Though the tone o f the N egro  press has im proved 
m arked ly, there is an atm osphere o f d is illus ion  
among Negro leaders, according to the reports  
o f governm ent o ffic ia ls .”

W ilson quotes M a rk  E the ridge, fo rm e r head o f 
Roosevelt’s F a ir  E m ploym ent Practices C om m it­
tee, as saying :

“ The 10 commandments s t i l l  are in  e ffec t, but 
p re tty  much w ith  the same e ffe c t as the execu­
tive  order. The Negroes have been d isillusioned. 
They have some em ploym ent, some advance; they 
w an t more.”

And he quotes Lawrence W . C ram er, executive 
secretary o f the  same com m ittee ;

“ There is some expression by  the Negro he 
w ou ldn ’t  be any worse o f f  i f  the A x is  won the 
w ar. There is a g re a t deal m ore expression by 
the Negro he isn ’t  go ing  to  be any be tte r o f f  i f  
we do w in  the  w a r. These a ttitud es  toge ther 
are the spoken a ttitud es  o f a m a jo r ity  o f Negroes 
in  A m erica .”

A no the r quota tion  fro m  E the ridge  has h im  de­
c la r in g  th a t the  N egro people are “ be tte r edu­
cated; they are b e tte r organized; they are under 
fr ie n d lie r  ausp ices (? ); and they are more ag ­
gressive and dem anding than they ever have 
been before; and, I  th in k , we a ll ough t to  learn 
th a t.”

We th in k  so too.
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Bootleg Market Has 
Already Appeared Here
Experiences In Europe Foretell New 
Threats to Living Standards of Masses

B y L A R IS S A  R E E D
Declaring that “ crooks and racketeers already are trying 

to move into rationing,’’ David Ginsburg, general counsel of 
the Office of Price Administration, announced on May 27 that 
the government would do its utmost to imprison the operators 
of " black markets” and those who deal with them.

Two days before that, Robert Sessions, new head of the
Consumers D iv is ion  o f the O P A ,® --------- ;---------------------------------------- -—
fra n k ly  adm itted th a t bootlegg ing ! sometimes cannot ge t even w ith
cannot be avoided under a gov­
ernm ent p r ic e -fix in g  po licy. He 
stated th a t the price f ix in g  “ ma­
ch ine ry  w i l l  undoubtedly creak 
and bog down”  and added t j ia t  
when “ shortages o f c iv ilia n  com­
m odities become acute. . . the 
f ig h t  aga inst the ‘black m arke ts,’ 
the bootlegging, the un p a trio tic  
chiseiers w i l l  re a lly  begin.”

A nd John MacCormack, W ash­
ington com m entator, warned in  
the N . Y . T im es o f June 13 th a t 
consumers’ goods shortages w il l  
reach acute p ropo rtions by thq 
end o f th is  year and predicted: 
“ Those w ith  money to spend w i l l  
then begin to  spend i t  on such 
th ings  as food o r to compete fo r  
such consumers’ goods as s t i l l  re ­
m ain. The pressure then w i l l  be 
aga inst price ce ilings and they 
m ay no t ho ld .”

W ith o u t doubt the price ce il­
ings w i l l  no t hold, bu t th is  does 
no t mean th a t the governm ent 
w i l l  ahandon its  po licy o f ra t io n ­
in g  and p ric e -fix in g . On the con­
tra ry , ra tio n in g  w i l l  be extended 
to cover more and more o f the 
necessities o f li fe  and the  price 
ceilings w i l l  bu rs t —  no t in the 
open and legal m arke t, b u t in 
the bootlegg ing o r black m arke t 
w h ich  in e v ita b ly  springs up 
alongside the open m arke t upon 
which ceilings have been set. The 
threa ts  o f im prisonm en t fo r  boot­
leggers w il l  be no m ore e ffec tive  
in abolish ing the bootlegg ing 
racke t in th is  coun try  than  have 
s im ila r th rea ts, inc lud ing  death 
sentences, in  Europe.
E ve ry  Am erican remembers the 
complete fa ilu re  o f the govern­
m ent to  p ro h ib it the sale o f l iq ­
uor in th is  cou n try  d u rin g  the 
P roh ib ition  era o f the 1920’s. N o t 

single cou n try  in  Europe can 
po in t to  an even p a r t ia l ly  suc­
cessful con tro l o f bootlegg ing 
w h ich  began and is fo u ris h ir ig  as 
a re su lt o f w a rtim e  ra tio n in g  and 
price ceilings. W h ile  in  th is  
coun try  i t  has ba re ly  begun, in 
Europe the bootlegg ing racke t 
has reached fa n ta s tic  proportions 
and is an ind ica tion  o f w ha t we 
can expect here as the w a r con­
tinues.

BO O TLEG G IN G  IN  
T H E  F A S C IS T  C O U N TR IE S  

A n A. P. correspondent in  L is ­
bon declares th a t an acqua in t­
ance o f his paid $4 fo r  tw o  pa irs  
o f shoe laces. “ Behind th is  e x tra ­
o rd in a ry  transaction  lies the s to ry  
o f the so-called ‘b lack’ m arke t 
which flou rishes today in  Ger­
m any,”  reports  the N . Y . D a ily  
News o f M ay 18. “ A  g re a t num ­
ber o f com m odities a re  n o t to  be 
found in German shops, b u t they 
show up in  the ille g a l ‘b lack ’ 
m arke t, w h ich th rive s  despite the 
death pena lty  and o ther d rastic  
police e ffo r ts  a t suppression. . . 
The m an u fac tu re r and m erchant 
are w ill in g  to  r is k  v io la tio n  o f 
the s tr in g e n t laws and are m ak­
ing  vast p ro fits . Econom ica lly, i t  
is the s to ry  o f U. S. p ro h ib itio n  
a ll over again, except th a t the 
penalties are much m ore severe.”  
Th is paper quotes the price o f 
coffee a t  $18 a pound and states 
th a t I ta lia n  wines and liquo rs  are 
bootlegged fro m  the Ita lia n  E m ­
bassy in Germany.

This is corroborated by H e r­
bert L. M atthew s in  the M ay 17 
N. Y. T im es: “ B oo tlegg ing  is r i fe  
to  an e x tra o rd in a ry  ex ten t which 
is an increasing source o f class 
b itterness, fo r  the masses see 
F a s c i s t  o ffic ia ls  and other 
w ea lthy  men buy food th a t they

th e ir  ra tio n  cards. . . The a ll im ­
p o rta n t th in g  is price. I f  he has 
the money he can feed him self, 
and his fa m ily . . .. b u t he needs 
much money. The G overnm ent’s 
s trugg le  to keep prices down has 
fa ile d .”

In  Ita ly ,  as fa r  back as Oc­
tobe r 1941, the e d ito r o f V ita  
Ita lia n s  declared th a t  “ Anyone 
w ith  enough money can buy as 
much as he wants o f ra tioned 
goods fro m  bootleggers.”  D u rin g  
th a t period 6,592 people were 
convicted in  one m onth fo r  boot­
legg ing  food. M ore recen tly  the 
death pena lty  has been invoked. 
B u t the black m arke t flou rishes 
and expands.

B R IT IS H  B O O TLE G G IN G
The bootlegg ing racke t in  E n g ­

land is equa lly  s in is te r. A s e a rly  
as 1936, according to Professor 
N . Gangulee in  the London Tim es 
o f A p r i l  24, 1942, the London 
Board o f Trade set up the  Food 
D epartm ent under Lo rd  W oolton.

In  add ition  to  se ttin g  price 
ce ilings, the T reasu ry  pays 100 
m illio n  pounds a year in  subsi­
dies in  order to  s tab ilize  prices. 
B u t ne ithe r the organ iza tion  o f 
1,500 Local Food C ontro l Com­
m ittees nor the ’immense subsi­
dies were su ffic ie n t to  cope w ith  
the bootlegg ing racket. A n  in te r­
esting descrip tion o f th is  racke t 
is given in  the  S atu rday E ven ing 
Post o f Feb. 21, 1942 by W illia m  
D. Bayles:

“ The usua lly  law -respecting 
B r it is h  have learned as m any 
ways o f beating  the  ra tio n in g  
regu la tions as we have found 
ways o f cheating P ro h ib itio n ,”  he 
declares. “ The black m arke t 
flou rishes in defiance o f the 
anemic Food M in is try  and a ll 
who can pay a price can ge t all* 
they want.

“ L ike  the f irs t  Am erican gang­
s te r pro jects, the f irs t  E ng lish  
b lack m arkets were crude -and 
easily detected. The sim plest 
method was to steal a loaded food 
tru ck  in  the b lackout w h ile  the 
d r iv e r was hav ing  a beer o r a 
meal, o r to unload its  cargo in to  
another truck . The stolen goods 
were then qu ick ly  disposed o f in  
s tree t sales o r given to  peddlers 
to d is tr ib u te  in  house to  house 
v is its . M erchants set up shop in 
the open fro n ts  o f bombed-out 
stores in O xfo rd  and o ther evacu­
ation towns, se lling  la rge  qu a n ti­
ties o f chocolate, c igare ttes and 
even eggs a t  outrageous prices. 
People queued up Regardless o f 
price and in  an hour the stocks 
and th e ’ m erchants were both 
gone.

“ The ne x t system —  a more 
sa tis fa c to ry  one— was the found­
in g  o f ‘d is tr ib u tio n ’ companies or 
m iddlemen to receive goods fro m  
m anufacture rs and wholesalers. 
In  the economic tu rm o il caused 
by  the w a r, innum erable new 
companies have sprung up to re ­
place those bombed ou t o r knock­
ed ou t and w e ll established firm s 
have been taken over by new 
groups. Am ong the newcomers 
are the black- m a rke t racketeers.

“ They do business on a s tr ic t ly  
cash basis to  prevent te ll- ta le  
checks fro m  tu rn in g  up in  banks 
and once th e ir  contacts are es­
tablished the y  have l i t t le  d if f ic u l­
ty  in ob ta in in g  goods because 
■the prices the y  o f fe r  are entic ing. 
They flo u rish  a  few  months and 
then disappear, tu rn in g  up in  a 
d iffe re n t lo c a lity  under a d if fe r ­
en t name. A  back room  and a 
telephone are a ll the office equip- |

® -----------------------------------------
m ent they need and they do no t 
even see the goods they sell. 
T h e ir existence is s trang e ly  pa ­
ra lle led  b y  th a t o f the  N . Y . boot­
leggers o f the  la te  20*s.”

M r. Bayles sums up by s ta tin g  
th a t “ one food expert recen tly  
established th a t w e ll over one- 
th ird  o f E ng lish  wholesale and 
re ta il m erchants evade ra tio n in g  
and price laws by one m ethod or 
another and th a t m ore than 75% 
o f a ll Eng lishm en have been 
g u ilty  o f pay ing  the black m ar­
ke t racketeer his p ric^ .”

On June 1 a N . Y . T im es re ­
p o rt revealed th a t the B r it is h  
Food M in is try  is unable to cope 
w ith  the bootlegg ing racke t! “ A  
v igorous d rive  aga inst black m ar­
ke t racketeers was launched to-- 
day by the Board o f Trade, which 
d ra fte d  George Yande ll, fo rm e r 
superintendent o f Scotland Y ard  
to  be the board’s ch ie f enforce­
m ent o ffice r.”  M r. Yande ll, the 
m urder expert, m ay succeed in  
a rre s tin g  a few  bootleggers bu t 
he w i l l  be no m ore e ffec tive  in  
w ip in g  ou t the  boo tlegg ing  ra ck ­
et its e lf  than were the economic 
experts o f the Food M in is try  and 
the B r it is h  Government.

IN  F R A N C E  TOO
The N . Y . T im es o f June 14 re ­

po rts  a s im ila r fa ilu re  on the p a rt 
o f the French au tho ritie s  to  cope 
w ith  bootlegging. T h is  paper’s 
V ichy  correspondent declares: 
“ Qjje o f the resu lts  o f p rice f ix ­
in g  and ra tio n in g  in  France is 
the creation o f the black m arke t 
o f tremendous p roportions. Heavy 
fines, prison term s and concentra­
tion  camps fo r  v io la to rs  have 
done no th ing  to  reduce i l l ic i t  
tra ff ic . . . D u rin g  1941 232,000,- 
000 francs w o rth  o f (bootleg) 
merchandise was seized.”  This, 
moreover, was on ly  a sm all p a rt 
o f the to ta l consumers’ goods 
which was being '.bootlegged.

“ The B lack M a rk e t,”  declared 
the C atholic newspaper La C ro ix , 
“ is com prom ising the health  o f 
the French peopie by depriv ing  
w orkers and poor people o f es­
sentia l foods tu ffs . I t  is thus p lac­
in g  th e  fu tu re  o f ou r race in 
danger. I t  is also p reven ting  the 
union o f the people by le g it im ­
a te ly  arousing the anger *of the 
persons who have no t the means 
to  buy a t black m arke t prices 
aga inst those who have much 
money and few  scnip les.”

A L R E A D Y  S T A R T E D  
IN  T H IS  C O U N TR Y

In  the U n ited  States a lthough 
thus fa r  on ly  t ire s , tubes, gaso­
line, autos, ty p e w rite rs  and su­
g a r have been ra tioned, a boot­
legg ing  m a rke t has already 
sprung up in  these commodities. 
Gasoline bootlegg ing jum ped the 
gun and began before ra tio n in g  
was fo rm a lly  established. Accord­
in g  to  the June 1 N . Y . W orld  
Telegram , fo r  the  past year a 
“ 12-man r in g  o f pe tro leum  boot­
leggers had been s tea ling  gaso­
line  and fu e l o il and se lling  i t  
a t  h a lf price  to dealers.”  The 
lo o t’s value was estim ated by the 
police to  he as h igh  as $100,000.

T h is «is b u t the f ir s t  breeze o f 
the ho w ling  w ind  o f bootlegg ing 
operations w h ich  w i l l  soon sweep 
over th is  country . The w orkers 
m ust take w a rn in g  now. They 
cannot depend upon the th rea ts  
o f im prisonm en t issu ing f ro m  
governm ent c ircles now, any 
more than the  European w orkers  
can depend upon th e ir  govern­
m ents’ Scotland Y ards, public 
w h ipp ings, heavy fines, im p ris ­
onments and death sentences to  
re lieve them o f the staggering  
to il exacted th rough  the bootleg 
m arke ts. The w e a lth y  w il l  a lways 
ge t w h a t they need. The w o rk ­
ers whose wages are fix e d  w il l  
not.

T h is  means th a t the w orkers 
m ust (1.) fo rm  th e ir  own con­
tro l com m ittees to  con tro l prices 
and check the speculators and 
bootleggers, and (2.) demand a 
r is in g  scale o f wages to  meet a ll 
rises in  the rea l cost o f liv in g .

SOCIALISM ON TRIAL
by James P. Cannon

The official court record of his testimony in the 
famous Minneapolis “ Sedition”  tria l, with an intro­
duction Felix Morrow.

116  Page Pam phlet . . . O nly  10  Cents!

IN DEFENSE OF SOCIALISM
by A lb e rt Goldm an

The official court record of his final speech for the 
defense in the Minneapolis “ Sedition”  tria l

100 Page P am phle t . . . O n ly  10  Cents!

Order from :

PIONEER PUBLISHERS 116 UNIVERSITY PLACE
NEW YORK

Wallace Wants Imperialism 
Ended-But Not U.S. Brand

By 4VI. MORRISON !

The need to ascribe a great 
m ora l purpose to the w a r in ­
creases the longer i t  lasts. For 
men w il l  not continue to fight, 
su ffe r and die w ith o u t a fee ling 
that, i f  v ictorious, they o r th e ir  
ch ild ren  w il l  achieve results tha t 
w i l l  be of las ting  benefit. W hat 
ea rth ly  use is there in  sac rific ­
ing  if, in  the end, a w orld  w ill 
emerge no bette r than the one 
w hich existed before the figh t­
ing  began? W hy jeopardize one’s 
life  i f  the same exp lo ita tion , the 
same dreary existence are to 
continue a fte r the struggle is 
over?

A nd they who are leading the 
con flic t are aware of the neces­
s ity  to fu rn is h  the masses w ith  
hope and assurance fo r  a better 
w orld  to come. A t  the begin­
n ing  of the tear the tendency 
icas to in s is t almost exclusive ly  
on the im portance of v ic to ry , be­
fore the k ind  of peace tha t is 
to fo llo w  the u a r  should even 
be considered. That is s t i l l  the 
opinion of the more practica l 
and less far-s ighted po litic ians. 
B u t the astute Roosevelt knows 
better. The recent speeches of 
Vice-President W allace and 
Sum ner Welles ind ica te  Roose­
v e lt ’s concern w ith  the problem  
of fu rn is h in g  the masses an 
idea l to  figh t fo r.

No bette r person than the 
Vice-President could have been 
chosen to present the people 
w ith  such a p ic tu re  of the ob­
jectives of th is  w ar as to recon­
cile them to the sacrifices they 
are called upon to endure. For 
W allace iias the a ir  and lan­
guage of a sincere dreamer. He 
takes proper advantage of his 
extensive knowledge of the 
B ib le, a llu d in g  constantly  to tire 
Prophets and the Apostles.

The speech w h ich  W allace de­
livered on May S has already  
gone through many p rin ted  edi­
tions and is being w ide ly  d is tr i­
buted. I t  has of course th r ille d  
the libera ls who, in  th e ir  heart 
of hearts, must be somewhat 
a fra id  tha t the th ings they 
would lik e  to see come out of the 
w ar w i l l  never appear on the 
scene. T h e ir gushing enthusiasm  
about the W allace speech is i t ­
self evidence tha t they are t r y ­
ing  very  hard to believe w lia t 
they say w i l l  emerge from  th is  
war. People who lack confidence 
in  th e ir  beliefs are excessively 
g ra te fu l to o ffic ia l people who  
by word, o r deed bolster them 
up in  th e ir  beliefs.

* * *
T h is  war, says Wallace, is a 

con tinuation  of the French Re­
vo lution, the people’s revo lu tion ; 
i t  is  a w ar between the free 
w o rld  and a slave w orld . On the 
pa rt of H it le r  i t  is a counter­
revo lu tion  and his defeat w i l l  
pe rm it m ankind to march peace­
fu l ly  fo rw ard  to the goal of de­
mocracy, peace and plenty.

“ The object o f th is«w a r is to 
make sure tha t everybody in  the 
w orld  has the p riv ilege  of d r in k ­
ing  a quart of m ilk  a day." Th is 
is w hat W allace to ld  Madame 
L itv in o v  who g raciously  assured 
h im  tha t a p in t a day would be 
suffic ient. Even i f  one doesn’t  
lik e  m ilk  one should resent the 
Madame’s c u ttin g  the po rtion  in  
ha lf. W hy should a representa­
tive  of t lie  Soviet "Union be sat­
isfied w ith  h a lf the standard 
th a t a representative of a capi­
ta lis t  country  wants?

Necessary as i t  is, however, to  
fu rn is h  the masses w ith  an ideal 
to figh t fo r, i t  would seem tha t 
to do w hat Wallace has done is 
p u ttin g  i t  on a l i t t le  too th ic k  
and the danger o f a reaction, 
sure ly  a fte r the w a r is over, is 
indeed great. Even now an in - 
te llin g e n t w o rke r can a sk : w hat 
prevented anybody from * g iv ing  
the masses a quart o r  even a 
p in t o f m ilk  a day before the 
w a r s ta rte d t In  w hat w ay did  
H it le r  in te rfe re  w ith  the cows 
who gave enough m ilk  to sa tis fy  
the need fo r  th a t com m odity on 
the p a rt of every human be ingt 
W hat is there about th is  w ar

tha t w i l l  assure a h igh standard  
of liv in g  to everybody? M r. W a l­
lace and M r. Roosevelt had th e ir  
chance to do tha t before the w ar 
but under the best o f c ircum ­
stances the num ber o f unemploy­
ed d u rin g  th e ir  reg im e ,-p rio r to 
the w ar, was approxim ate ly  te n  
m illio n . Is n 't  i t  the w ar tha t 
has solved the problem  of unem ­
p loym ent fo r  Roosevelt?

The w orkers supporting  th is  
w ar are do ing so because they 
fea r H it le r  and no t because they 
were satisfied w ith  the condi­
tions p re va ilin g  p r io r  to t lie  w ar. 
I t  would be best fo r  M r. W allace 
to le t i t  go a t th a t and no t get 
out on a litn b  by m aking  fabu­
lous promises w h ich the masses 
w il l  la te r remember.

*  *  *

M r. W allace then tu rns h is a t­
ten tion  to the m illio n s  of people 
in  China, In d ia  and o ther colo­
n ia l and sem i-colonial countries 
and assures them th a t the y  w i l l  
achieve unheard-of and unex­
pected freedom as a resu lt ..of 
th is  w ar. “ No na tion w i l l  have 
the God-given r ig h t to exp lo it 
other nations. O lder nations 
w i l l  have the p riv ilege  to help 
younger nations get started on 
the path to in du s tria liza tio n , bu t 
there m ust be ne ithe r m il ita ry  
nor economic im peria lism .”  
W hat more can the explo ited 
peoples ask? W hy should the 
people o f In d ia  hesitate about 
th ro w in g  in  th e ir  lo t w ith  the 
B r it is h  and Am erican govern­
ments? U ngra te fu l wretches!

W allace’s speech was followed 
by one of Sumner Welles who 
took occasion on M em oria l Day 
to proc la im  th a t “ the age of im ­
pe ria lism  is ended.”

The promises made to the col­
on ia l and sem i-colonial peoples 
are not on ly intended to get the  
support, of those peoples. To a 
certa in extent they are meant 
quite seriously. I t  is  s ign ifican t 
th a t on ly  representatives o f the  
Am erican governm ent make 
such bold promises as to end the 
age of im peria lism . The B r it is h  
are as silent, as the tomb. The 
Am erican cap ita lis ts  are qu ite  
w ill in g  to b ring  to an end the 
k in d  of im peria lism  tha t the  
B r it is h  stand fo r.

In  general, Am erican cap ita l­
ism has not fo llowed the m etlH  
od of ac tua lly  ta k in g  possession 
of fore ign te r r ito ry  through 
armed force. Com ing la te  upon 
the scene of h is to ry , A m erican 
cap ita lism  found the w o rld  gob­
bled up by the older im p e ria l­
isms. I t  lias depended p rim a­
r i l y  upon its  economic power to 
enable i t  to exp lo it backward 
peoples. The B r it is h  and French 
cap ita lis ts  have, on the o ther 
hand, in va ria b ly  seized con tro l 
of fo re ign te r r ito ry  by armed 
force and have re lied on such 
force to assure th e ir  exp lo ita tion  
o f non- in d u s tr ia l peoples.

The speeches o f W allace and 
of Welles are not on ly  a prom ise  
to  the peoples o f In d ia  and 
China but also a th rea t to the 
B rit is h  cap ita lis ts. In  effect 
they are saying to the B r it is h  
im p e r ia lis ts : Prepare to surren­
der you r p o lit ic a l con tro l over 
subject countries and do the best 
you can in  open economic com­
pe tition  w ith  the A m erican capi­
ta lis ts .

I t  is true  th a t W allace p ro ­
mised to end economic im p e ria l­
ism ae well as m il ita ry  im p e ria l­
ism. B u t su re ly  M r. W allace d id  
not mean th a t the A m erican cap­
ita lis ts  w i l l  tu rn  over -their in ­
vestments to the co lon ia l peo­
ples. I f  he did mean tha t, he 
w i l l  learn h is m istake soon 
enough.

M r. W allace m ay live  to lea rn  
th a t on ly  the w o rk in g  class, 
ga in ing  p o lit ic a l power in  the 
U n ited States and in  a ll other 
cap ita lis t countries, w i l l  do aw ay 
w ith  economic im peria lism . F o r 
the workers, In  b r in g in g  th e ir  
own exp lo ita tion  to an end, w i l l  
au tom atica lly  end the exp lo ita­
tio n  o f a l l peoples and a ll na­
tions.

“Temporary Reverses”
How many have given p rop­

er sym pa thy to  the deplorab le 
s ta te  o f the war-deposed mon- 
archs, n o b ility  and th e ir  r e t i­
nue? W itness the  tra g ic  con­
d itio n  o f C rown Princess J u li­

ana, whose m other, Queen W il-  
he lm ina o f th e  N etherlands, 
b rave ly ins is ts  th a t a lthough 
“ a d if f ic u lt  s tru g g le  s t i l l  
aw aits  us,”  nevertheless “ tem ­
po ra ry  reverses should n o t 
d ishearten us.”  The p o o r  
Princess Ju liana, w ith  her tw o 
daughters, has beefi reduced 
to  an estate in  the  B erksh ire  
H ills  o f Massachusetts w h ich 
is described in  the June 24 N . 
Y . Post:

“ The L loyd  estate, on 42 
acres o f handsome old trees

and formal gardens, contains 
a main residence, which, in ad­
dition to the usual living 
rooms, a flower room, break­
fast room and a study on the 
first floor, has seven master 
bedrooms and six baths to­
gether with ample servants’ 
quarters on the second floor 
and a game room in the base­
ment. There is also a guest 
cottage, two cabins and a 
good-sized Swimming pool, in 
addition to a five-car garage 
and a stable for six horses on 
the property.’*

What a pity the suffering 
masses of the conquered coun­
tries in Europe, and the pen­
niless refugees scattered thru- 
out the world cannot help -the 
Princess share her “tempor­
ary reverses!”



F O U R  — T fl  E M I L I T A N T J U N E  2 7 ,  1 9 4 2

THE MILITANT
Published in the interests of the 

W orking People.

V O L. V I.— No. 26 Saturday, June 27, 1942

Published Weekly 6*
T H E  M IL IT A N T  P U B LIS H IN G  ASS’N 

e l l l f l  U n iv e rs ity  P iece. New Y * rk , N . Y.
Telephone t A lro n q o ln  4-8M1

E d ito r :
G EORGE B R E IT M A N

T H E  M IL IT A N T  fo llow s  the po licy o f p e rm it­
tin g  its  con tribu to rs  to  present th e ir  own views 
in signed a rtic les . These views the re fo re  do no t 
necessarily represent the policies o f T H E  M IL I ­
T A N T  which are expressed in  its  ed ito ria ls .

■ufcecrlptlons: 32.00 per year; JL00 for six months, 
rerolsn: 31.SI per year, 31.61 lor six months. Bundle 
orders: t oents per copy In the United States: 4 sects 
per sopy In all foreign countries. Single copies: 3 eenta.

“ Reentered as second class matter Fel.m ary 13. IM I  
a t the post office at New York. N . Y .. under the Act of 
March 3. 1*1*."

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. M ilita ry  tra in in g  o f w orkers, financed 

by the governm ent, bu t under co n tro l 
o f  the trade unions. Special o ffice rs ’ 
tra in in g  camps, financed by the gov­
ernm ent b u t con tro lled  by the trade 
unions, to  tra in  w orkers to  become 
o fficers .

2. Trade u n io n  wages fo r  a ll w orkers 
d ra fted  in to  the arm y.

3. F u ll equa lity  fo r  Negroes in  the armed 
forces and the war industries— Down 
w ith  J im  Crow ism  everywhere.

4 . Confiscation o f  a ll war p ro fits . E xp ro ­
p r ia t io n  o f  a ll war industries and th e ir  
ope ra tion  under w orkers ’ con tro l.
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8 . A  W orke rs ’ and Farm ers’ Govern­
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The Hudson Walkout 
And Race Prejudice

The anti-Negro walkout at the Hudson Naval 
Ordinance Arsenal in Detroit last week marks 
one of the most shameful pages in recent labor 
history. It was comparable in every way to scab­
bing, the violation of all the principles of work­
ing class solidarity. Like scabbing, it hurts the 
interests of the working class as a whole and bene­
fits only the enemies of the labor movement. For 
these reasons, class conscious workers must do 
more than deplore it  — they must also know what 
happened, why it happened, and what can be done 
to prevent it from happening again.

On the morning oF June 18 the company, with 
the support of the United Auto Workers-local in 
the plant, put two Negroes to work on produc­
tion-machine jobs in each of the four main build­
ings of the arsenal. Each of these Negro workers 
was a member of the union, and was entitled by 
the seniority provisions of the union contract to 
be transferred from janitorial tasks to production 
work.

Previously some workers in the arsenal had 
been whipping up an agitation against permitting 
Negroes to work alongside of white workers. Re­
sponding to their harangues, 3000 of the 4000 
workers on the morning shift quit.work. The after­
noon shift arrived, there was hesitation and argu­
ment, the'local president arrived to address them 
and within an hour 90% of the workers on this 
shift had returned to their machines. The night 
shift went to work without any hesitation to speak 
of.

Meanwhile Secretary of Navy Knox ordered the 
men back to work and threatened to discharge 
those who refused and to blacklist them from 
all war plants. UAW President R. J. Thomas 
also instructed the men to return to work or face 
charges of violating the union constitution clause 
which prohibits racial discrimination. Practically 
all of the men returned to work the next day, and 
shortly thereafter the company dischargee! four 
men accused of having instigated the walkout, and 
union officials approved the action.

No good w ill come from trying to deceive our­
selves, there are still many white workers who 
have racial prejudices against their Negro brothers. 
But why do white workers, even union members, 
do such things?

Scientists have told us —  and we can easily 
confirm their findings —  that no one is bom with 
racial prejudices. Children of all. races play with 
each other and treat each other as absolute equals 
until they become affected by the society around 
them. Children never have racial prejudices until 
they learn them from their parents, from their 
text-books in school, from the motion pictures, 
newspapers and prevailing sentiments of the world 
they live in.

The present capitalist society nurtures and 
breeds racial prejudice because it benefits the ru l­
ing class to have the workers divided and fight­
ing each other instead of uniting to fight their 
oppressors. In a socialist society where there w ill

be no capitalists, where the people w ill be trained 
from childhood to understand that no man is su­
perior to another because of the color of his skin, 
racial bias w ill disappear completely.

Thus the workers who walked out at Hudson 
were not only responding to the miseducation they 
got from capitalism, but they were also aiding 
capitalists to conceal the identity of those who are 
really responsible lo r racial prejudices. How happy 
this walkout must have made the bosses who want 
to keep the workers divided! How much easier it 
w ill be for them to get Negro workers who have 
been discriminated against, to act as strikebreak­
ers when these same white workers go out on strike 
to protect their living conditions!

The government does not come into this pic­
ture with any cleaner hands than the capitalist 
class. For decades the government has strength­
ened and catered loathe most reactionary preju­
dices. The strongest argument of the backward 
workers at Hudson was that Secretary of Navy 
Knox himself denies equality to the Negroes in 
the Navy, compelling them to serve either as 
mess attendants or, in line with the new Navy 
plan, on segregated ships. '“ W hy,” they asked the 
workers who were hesitant about walking out, 
"should we work alongside of Negroes when the 
government itself separates them from whites in 
the army and navy?”

Nor does the government propose any basic 
policy for eradicating racial bias in the future 
Firing four workers may convince backward work­
ers that they must be cautious about how they 
discriminate against Negroes, but it does not con­
vince them that Negroes are entitled to equal 
rights. Only a basic re-education can do that, and 
the government which itself continues Jim Crow 
practices is not in a moral position to do it, even 
if it wanted to.

It is the task of the class-conscious workers, 
white and Negro, to reeducate the backward work­
ers in the principles of class solidarity. White 
workers are most often in the best position to ap­
proach other white workers and to explain by past 
history and current events how discrimination 
against Negroes undermines the union movement 
and strengthens only the employers. Revolutionary 
workers, in particular, must seize on every oppor­
tun ity to unite the workers on the basis of class 
unity and equality for workers of all races.

Negro, militants too have an important task to 
fu lfill. They must first of all understand the real 
reason why walkouts such as this occur. They must 
not permit discrimination by backward wprkers 
to blind them to the fact that the solution of their 
problems both as workers and as an oppressed 
people is indissolubly tied up with the-future of 
the labor moveirfent.

They must fight to keep events of this kind 
from further embittering their less class-conscious 
Negro brothers and thus turning them into anti- 
union elements. Despite the slow progress that is 
being made, they must not forget that progress 
IS being made and prim arily in the labor move­
ment. Only a few miles from Detroit, in certain 
F lin t .auto plants. Negroes are working side by 
side and in fu ll amity with white workers; who 
helped them to get their new production jobs and 
who greeted them in the most comradely spirit as 
they went onto these jobs.

Nor must they forget the most important thing 
about the Hudson incident —  that the union stood 
firm, despite all the pressure from backward ele­
ments. The union stood firm and insisted on the 
right of the Negro workers to equal treatment. 
This fact cannot be too strongly emphasized; it 
is a sign that conditions have changed in the labor 
movement; it is a reason for much hope in the 
future; and every Negro worker who blames white 
workers as such for discrimination must be remind­
ed of it.

Their One Aim
While the bosses demand that the workers sac­

rifice everything, including life itself, for the war, 
they-themselves have but one aim —  to safeguard 
and increase their profits.

The House M ilita ry  A ffa irs Committee gave 
an example of this in its June 23 report, disclos­
ing "a sordid picture of excessive commissions 
by brokers, profits by vendors, exorbitant salaries, 
bonuses and huge fees for management and re­
lated services in many War Department contracts.” .

For the same motive —  profits —  the big steel 
corporations have deliberately curtailed produc­
tion in the face of a steel shortage. As revealed 
on June 23 by the Truman Senate Investigating 
Committee, the steel firms have suppressed a vital 
process for producing sponge iron used in the 
making of steel — a process they made available 
to Japanese interests —  and dismantled plants "to  
maintain their safety and security after the war 
for monopolistic control.”  The report also dis­
closes that "dollar-a-year men from the big steel 
firms absolutely control the steel policy o f the 
WPB.”

Every war industry shows the same picture. 
And every government war production agency is 
being run by capitalist interests who are aiding 
these war-profiteering and monopolistic practices.

Almost daily now new disclosures are being 
made showing that the bosses, the private owners 
of industry, arc nothing b lit a parasitic drain 
on the working masses and an impediment to the 
whole productive system.

The capitalist stranglehold on the means of 
production must be broken if  the fu ll productive 
forces of the country are to be released and the 
economic welfare of the masses made secure. There 
is hut one way to begin this: by the governmental 
expropriation of the war industries and their op­
eration under workers’ control.

Why So Few Militants 
Become Army Officers
Methods for Picking Officers Effectively 
Sift Out All Those With Labor Background

B y D A V ID  W A R N E R

Any illusion that the United States Arm y is a democratic 
institution is quickly dispelled by an examination of the meth­
ods by which the officer caste is chosen. In a previous article 
I have shown how the army still follows the classic method of 
giving commissions to “ leaders”  in civil life. These “ leaders” 
are almost always businessmen, employers, individuals of wealth 
or social prestige, even prominent athletes, but v irtua lly  never 
trade un ion is ts  o r leaders of-2>-------------------------------------------------------
working- class organ izations.

W ith  the perspective of an arm y 
th a t w i l l  sho rtly  number close to 
5,000,000 men, th is  method has 
on ly  one real shortcom ing fo r the 
a rm y bureaucracy. I t  cannot 
fu rn ish  anywhere near the num ­
ber o f o fficers necessary.

John J. McCloy, Assistant Sec­
re ta ry  of W ar, in  a recent radio 
address, has stated th a t the ex­
panded a rm y w i l l  require a m in i­
mum o f 75,000 officers th is  year, 
“ fo r  the ground forces alone.”  The 
to ta l num ber o f officers required 
fo r 1942 may easily reach tw ice 
th is  figure.

The h u lk  of these officers w i l l  
be selected from  the 95,000 en lis t­
ed and dra fted men now in  the 
A rm y  who w i l l  be chosen to a t­
tend the A rm y 's  special three 
m onths Officer’s C a n d i d a t e  
Schools.

The announcement o f th is  prop­
osal was w ide ly  hailed by the l ib ­
e ra l press as a sign o f the democ­
ra tic  character of the arm y. Other 
papers more cau tiously  referred 
to i t  as an ind ica tion  of the 
“ g row ing dem ocra tization" o f the 
arm y.

Both cla im s are complete false­
hoods as a s lig h tly  closer exam in­
ation shows.

PR O C ED U R E F O LLO W E D
The procedure involved fo r a 

so ld ier who wants to attend one 
o f the school^ is apparently qu ite 
simple. Men chosen fo r the 
schools m ust f irs t serve in  the 
ranks fo r three months. And as 
the V. Y. Times puts i t  in  report­
in g  M r. McCloy's speech, “ A t the  
end of that, period, on the basis 
of his record, in  c iv i l li fe  and his 
record d u rin g  his service in  the

ranks, he mag be selected
“ There fo llow  three m onths at 

the Officer Candidate School, and 
his accomplishments there, be­
sides his previous record, deter­
m ine whether he is to be made an 
officer.”

"The single lim ita t io n .”  the 
Times proud ly announces, “ is 
th a t a prospective candidate shall 
have scored a ra tin g  o f 110 or 
bette r In the general classifica­
tion  tes t w h ich the A rm y  gives 
to a ll men who enter it . ”

The firs t th in g  to be noted is 
th a t the a rm y leadership selects 
Us own replacements. Instead of 
the procedure followed in  the de­
m ocra tic ' trade unions, where the 
ra n k  and file  elect the men who 
sha ll lead them, the a rm y bu­
reaucracy. w ith o u t g iv in g  any 
voice to the m illio n s  o f men in  
the ranks, a rb it ra r ily  chooses 
those who w i l l  become officers.

The democratic method of elec­
tion  by the ranks of those men 
to he given the oppo rtun ity  of 
rece iv ing officers’ t ra in in g  is com­
plete ly unheard of in - th e  arm y. 
Thus from  the very beginning, 
any chance tha t the a rm y officers 
w i l l  be t r u ly  representative o f the 
m illio ns  of men in  the arm y is 
done away w ith .

A N O T H E R  P R E C A U T IO N
The a rm y however takes fu r ­

the r precautions to insure tha t no 
trade un ion m il ita n t  or w o rk ing  
class leader w i l l  manage to s lip  in  
to any of the O fficer’s Candidate 
Schools.

One of the de te rm in ing  factors 
in  a d m ittin g  an applicant to a 
school is h is “ record in  c iv i l li fe .”  
T h is  phrase covers a w ide ground.

On the basis o f it ,  the arm y

au tho rities  conduct a thorough in ­
q u iry  in to  the app lican t’s back­
ground. A ny  signs of m ilita n t 
trade un ion w ork, p a rtic ip a tion  in  
the rad ica l o r c iv i l libe rties  move­
ment, student an ti-w a r strikes, or 
s im ila r ac tiv itie s  are su ffic ien t to 
cause re jection o f the application. 
T h is  is  made a ll the easier when 
i t  is remembered th a t i t  is not 
necessary fo r the a rn iy  bureau­
crats to give the applicant any 
reason fo r his rejection.

This is ju s t one pa rt however, 
o f the m eaning of the phrase, 
"record  in  c iv i l life .”  The recent 
p u b lic ity  over the case of Joseph 
P. Lash, fo rm er Socia list P a rty  
member and student leader, la te r 
a Com m unist P a rty  fo llow e r and 
now an ardent pa trio t, is very in ­
s truc tive  on th is  point.

T H E  C ASE O F L A S H
Lash, i t  w i l l  he recalled, had 

his application fo r  a post in  the 
Naval In te lligence rejected, In 
spite of the fac t th a t he had a 
le tte r of recommendation from  
Mrs. F ra n k lin  D. Roosevelt. The 
conservative press whipped itse lf 
in to  a fu ry  because Mrs. Roos­
evelt had signed a le tte r  fo r  an 
ex-radical. They had no objections 
a t a ll to the common system 
whereby an applicant fo r a com­
mission in  the armed forces — 
and th is  holds equally w e ll fo r 
the O fficer’s Candidate Schools — 
presents le tte rs  o f recommenda­
tion  from  prom inent members of 
the- ca p ita lis t class, businessmen, 
po litic ians, etc.

The chance that a w o rke r or 
m il ita n t  trade u n io n is t m ig h t se­
cure such a le tte r is qu ite s ligh t, 
indeed.

Lash had his app lica tion  re ject­
ed and was eventua lly  drafted 
in to  the arm y. The armed forces 
make i t  a po in t not on ly  to reject 
as officers a ll m ilita n ts  and rad­
icals, bu t even those who m ig h t 
have been exposed to progressive 
ideas in the past!

The campaign o f the a rm y to 
obtain thousands o f new officers 
is not a sign o f its  “ g row ing  de­
m ocra tization.”  The a rm y bureau­
cracy looks on i t  s im p ly  as a m il i­
ta ry  necessity and is determ ined 
th a t there sha ll be no changes in  
its  d ic ta to r ia l and tho rough ly  re­
actiona ry  rule.

The Real Cause Of The 
'Poor Man’s Disease’
Medical Studies Find That It Can Be 
Prevented and Cured In Simple Manner

B y G RACE C A R LS O N
Long thought to be caused by a germ infection, the dread 

pellagra is now known definitely to be a vitamin-deficiency 
disease. The discovery in 1937 by Dr. C. Elvejehm and other 
research workers at the University of Wisconsin, that nicotinic 
acid or niacin, found in fresh meat, green vegetables, eggs and 
fru it was the pellagra-preventive factor, completed the medical

® ------------------------------------------- :-------------------conquest o f the disease.
B u t the social conquest o f pe l­

lagra , the  “ scourge o f the south,”  
has n o t y e t been achieved. A bo u t 
400,000 cases o f o u tr ig h t pe llag ra  
occur in  the  U n ited  States an­
nua lly . A ltho ug h  i t  was once 
tho ugh t th a t pe llag ra  was l im it ­
ed to the south, a re ie n t survey 
by three Ohio physicians o f the 
pa tien ts  adm itted  to  the c h a r ity  
hospita ls in  C leveland and C in­
c inna ti fro m  1933-39 showed th a t 
fro m  1% to 2%  o f these patien ts 
had th is  v itam in-de fic iency d is­
ease.

P ub lic  health  o ffic ia ls  estim ate 
th a t there are o ther hundreds 
o f thousands o f cases o f “ sub- 
c lin ica l o r  la te n t”  cases o f pe lla ­
g ra  in  the coun try , in  whom  the 
open sym ptom s have no t ye t ap­
peared.

The name, pe llagra , a co rru p ­
tion  o f the Ita lia n  words pelle 
agra (rough  sk in ) came in to  use 
about 1771 when pe llag ra  was 
p reva lent in  I ta ly ,  A u s tr ia , Spain 
and o ther European countries. 
Cases o f pe llag ra  have been d iag ­
nosed as such in  the U n ited  
States fro m  the tim e  o f the C iv il 
W ar. The disease is m arked by 
three p rin c ip a l sym ptom s: a 
roughening o f the skin , d igestive 
disorders ar.d nervous and men­
ta l d isturbance which often  leads 
to in san ity .

D U E  TO F A U L T Y  D IE T
Even before the discovery o f 

n iacin  (p a r t  o f the v ita m in  B 
com plex) in  1937, medical sc ien t­
ists knew th a t pe lla g ra  was the 
“ poor m an’s disease”  and was due 
to a fa u lty  d ie t. O ver 20 years 
ago. D r. Joseph G oldberger of 
the U . S. P ub lic  H ea lth  Service 
noted th a t the pe lla g ra  v ic tim s  
o f the south lived on s a lt pork, 
dried beans, molasses and corn 
pone. He secured am azing recov­
eries by hav ing  pe lla g ra  patien ts 
in orphan asylum s'and o ther pub­
lic  in s titu tio n s  s h if t  to  a d ie t o f 
fresh meat, m ilk , eggs, f r u i t  and 
green vegetables.

Then D r. Goldberger gave the 
“ poor m an’s d ie t”  o f sa lt po rk

and dried beans to  the no rm a lly  
w c il-fe d  dogs in his experim ent­
a l labo ra to ry . A l l  o f them  de­
veloped “ b lacktongue,”  a canine 
fo rm  o f pe llag ra  and m edical re ­
search men had an experim enta l 
an im a l w ith  w h ich  to w o rk  in 
o rder to f in d  the cause and cure 
o f pe llag ra . The synthesis o f the 
pe llagra -preventive  v ita m in , n ia ­
cin, by D r. E lve jehm  and his as­
sociates in  1937 completed the 
study.

T h a t pe lla g ra  s t i l l  plagues 
hundreds o f thousands o f Negro 
and w h ite  w o rkers  in  the south, 
despite the fa c t th a t  m edical sci­
ence lias found the key to  its  
complete prevention, is a shame­
fu l condemnation o f the A m e r­
ican social system. The richest 
cou n try  in the w o rld  cannot o r­
ganize its  vas t resources so as to 
supp ly the necessary life -g iv in g  
food elements to its  people.

Doctors are able to cure pe lla ­
g ra  now by the a d m in is tra tion  o f 
the syn the tic  v ita m in  n iac in  to 
the pa tien t —  no p a tie n t need

| die o f pe llag ra  today. B u t the 
prevention o f pe llagra , as w e ll 

' as o f the m illio ns  o f cases of 
o ther deficiency diseases in  the 
U n ited  States, lies in  p ro v id ing  
adequate, well-balanced diets to 
the Am erican masses.

A  F R A N K  S T A T E M E N T
In  a fra n k  sta tem ent as to  the 

basic, the rapeutic  value o f good 
food, D r. James M cLeste r o f the 
U n iv e rs ity  o f A labam a Medical 
School, when describ ing the tre a t­
m ent o f pa tien ts  s u ffe r in g  from  
a v a r ie ty  o f m en ta l and physical 
disorders whose disease had been 
found d if f ic u lt  o f diagnosis, re ­
cen tly  said:

“ The pa tien ts  o f whom  I  speak, 
have been p u t to  bed in  the  hos­
p ita l, reassured, g iven a pa t on 
the back and forced to eat a 
libe ra l, well-balanced diet. . . In  
the  m a jo r ity  o f instances, the im ­
provem ent has been tho ro ug h ly  
sa tis fa c to ry . The aches and pains 
have disappeared, foods were ea t­
en th a t fo rm e rly  were regarded 
w ith  fea r, em otional s ta b ility  has 
been established and no t in fre ­
quen tly  the  p a tien t has blossom­
ed ou t like  a rose. He wvas cured 
fo r  the tim e  being, b u t o f w ha t 
he was cured, I  fo rm e rly  had 
m any doubts. N ow  I  believe I  
knb'w. I t  was not, as was f i r s t  
though t, the seclusion, the oppor­
tu n ity  fo r  qu ie t contem plation , 
the reassurance, the atmosphere 
o f encouragem ent o r the pa t on 
the back th a t accomplished the 
cure. I t  was food.”

F O U R T H
I N T E R N A T I O N A L

JUNE, 1942

A YEAR OF SO VIET-NAZI W A R :
1. A Balance Sheet of the Year. . . . . . . .by James Cad man i
2. “ Socialism in One Country” ........Editoria l Comment |
3. Stalin Blames the German Workers, .by Felix Morrow

AM ER IC A’S S IX T Y  FA M ILIE S  AND T H E  NAZIS ¡
[lie  Role of the U. S.-Nazi Cartel Agreements 

by A rt Prcis
The Degradation of Sidney H ook..by  W illiam F. Wardc
The 1. L. P.— Words and Reality.............by Marc Loris |
The Crisis in U. S. A g ricu ltu re .............. by C. Charles |

T W E N T Y  CEN TS P E R  COPY

FO UR TH IN T E R N A T IO N A L PU BLISH IN G  CO. | 
116 U n ive rs ity  Place New Y o rk  C ity \

Troops Are Taught 
Little About Real 
Background O f W ar

=  BO OK R E V IE W  * = —

T H E  B A C K G R O U N D  O F  O UR W A R , fro m
lectures prepared by the O rien ta tion  Course,
W ar D epartm ent Bureau o f P ub lic  Relations.
F a rra r,a n d  R inehart, New Y ork , 1942. 279 pages.
$2.00.
“ The Background o f O ur W a r”  com prises a num ­

ber o f lectures' on cu rre n t events fro m  w h ich the 
en listed men in the a rm y  are supposed to  lea rn  every­
th in g  about the ou tbreak and course o f the w a r 
th a t the general s ta f f  w ants them  to  learn.

I t  is am using to obsez-ve to  w h a t leng ths the m ili-*  
ta ry  h ie ra rch y  w i l l  p ro s tra te  its e lf  to  p roc la im  ita  
idealism  and love o f peace. W ilson ian ism  and the 
League o f N a tions, w h ich the  a rm y  m il ita r is ts  once 
denounced as “ Red In te rn a tio n a lism ,”  are now he ld 
fo r th  as sh in ing  examples o f dem ocratic r ig h teo us­
ness w h ich  fa ile d  —  and here the y  re v e rt to  the old 
“ blood and iro n ”  —  because they were in e ffe c tiv e ly  
enforced.

T h is ta lk  o f enforcem ent, tog e the r w ith  denuncia­
tions o f the “ inhe ren t m il ita r is m ”  o f the A x is  peo­
ples, and accusations th a t the German people were 
the actua l in s tig a to rs  o f the w a r, are a ll signs o f 
the te rm s w h ich  they in tend  to  mete ou t to  the 
peoples o f G erm any, Japan and I ta ly  once v ic to ry  
has been gained.

How to Be a “ Dem ocracy”
T his book is s ig n ifica n t i f  o n ly  fo r  w h a t i t  d isre­

gards. There is no m ention o f the w o rld  economic 
and social con flic ts  w h ich  led to  the w a r, o f the 
breakdown o f bourgeois democracy in  G erm any and 
its  rep lacem ent by fascism , no r o f the  fa c t  th a t 
Nazism  was financed by both German and A llie d  
cap ita lis ts  and financiers. A s to  the A llie s  —  fro m  
au tocra tic  Poland, long notorious fo r  its  suppression 
o f na tiona l m in o ritie s , to the Greek d ic ta to rsh ip  —  
they are a ll regarded as fu ll- fle d g e d  “ democracies.”  
Thus, to the a rm y ’s w ay o f th in k in g , a n a tio n ’s eco­
nomic and social system  is decided by whichever 
side i t  happens to  be on a t any g iven mom ent.

The Polish cam paign, according to  the “ experts”  
who gave these lectures, was won by the Germans 
pu re ly  on the basis o f th e ir  m il ita ry  s u p e rio rity . 
N a tu ra lly , i f  they are to  te rm  Poland as a “ democ­
racy,”  they can h a rd ly  re fe r to  the  te rr ib le  social 
conditions wh ich m anifested themselves in  to ta l apa­
thy  on the p a r t  o f the Polish people, and to  the 
co rru p tio n  and degeneracy o f the  Polish a ris to cracy  
who fle d  the cou n try  a t the f ir s t  shock o f  combat.

F rance’s de feat is expla ined as the re s u lt o f  pure­
ly  m il ita ry  fac to rs  and the d is rup tion  o f “ na tiona l 
u n ity ”  by German f i f th  colum n propaganda. Here 
the a rm y  is obviously sugar-coa ting  the ro le  o f 
F rench cap ita lism , its  fe a r  o f its  own w o rk in g  class 
which led i t  to welcome the Germans as the be tte r 
a lte rna tive  to  Com m unism , its  financing o f Fascist 
movements both w ith in  F rance and w ith in  G erm any 
as w e ll, and its  subord ina tion  o f * e ve ry th in g  else to  
the desire to p ro tec t its  p ro fits , etc.

Soviet M ora le Unexpla ined
The chapters on the Soviet U n ion b rin g  to m ind 

some am using s ide ligh ts . The Soviet U n ion  w h ich  
they so b la ta n tly  denounced a t the tim e o f the 
S ov ie t-F inn ish  W ar o f 1939 (w h ich  in c ide n tly  is no t 
even m entioned here) is now welcomed back in to  
the “ Dem ocratic F a m ily  o f N a tion s”  w ith  eulogies 
and com plim ents. They are pro fuse in  th e ir  pra ise 
o f Soviet m orale, b u t th e ir  o n ly  a tte m p t to exp la in  
i t  is by the a lto ge th e r fa lse  s ta tem ent th a t the Nazis 
fa iled to prepare any f i f th  colum n cam paign aga inst 
Russia. The Nazis have fo r  years m ain ta ined and 
organized assorted Russian na tio n a lis t and fa sc is t and 
W hite  Russian o rgan iza tions and have d irected a 
steady stream  o f propaganda tow ard  the na tiona l 
groups w ith in  the USSR. T h is  a g ita tio n  fa ile d  n o t 
because i t  was in s u ffic ie n tly  in tensive o r tho rough  
bu t because the Soviet masses, in  con tras t to  the 
F rem ili and Polish people, know  th a t  they are defend­
ing positive social and economic gains.

The u t te r  hypocrisy  o f the hook is revealed in  its  
trea tm e n t o f the  w a r in the F a r  East. The m il ita ry  
m ind w ith  its  tra d itio n a l lim ite d  breadth o f v is ion 
tries  to exp la in  eve ry th in g  along exc lus ive ly  m il i ­
ta ry  lines. A nd so the a rm y  lectures a ttr ib u te  Jap­
an ’s speedy v ic to iie s  en tii'e ly  to her supevio i'ity  in 
m il ita ry  equipm ent and tra in ed  manpower. T h is  
“ background”  o f the w a r is s ile n t about the  tw o  
centim es o f colon ia l e xp lo ita tion  and repression which 
were expressed in  e ith e r to ta l apa thy  o r an im os ity  
tow ard the w a r. No m ention is made o f the fa ilu re  
o f the “ dem ocra tic”  im p e ria lis ts  to  m obilize the m an­
power and resources o f the colonies —  a fa ilu re  th a t 
resu lted d ire c tly  and cannot be separated fro m  the 
vicious colonial policies o f the “ democracies.”  I f  the 
a rm y in s tru c to rs  were to  discuss th is  aspect o f “ dem­
ocracy”  w ith  the troops, the y  w ould be destroy ing  
the very  foundations o f th e ir  argum ent. Hence th e ir  
silence on the subject.

Glosses Over the Im p o rta n t Facts
The chapters on South A m erica  are especia lly note­

w o rth y  in l ig h t  o f the absorp tion o f th is  area in to  
me U n ited  States economic ne tw ork . Here again 
the book glosses over the te rr ib le  economic condì* 
tions and tr ie s  to exp la in  a ll d issa tis fac tion  w ith  
U. S. cap ita lism  as the m an ifes ta tio n  o f German 
f if th  colum n a c tiv ity . Soldiers who don’t  know  about 
the ro le o f Yankee im p eria lism  in  Honduras, H a it i,  
N icaragua, etc., would never be able to  undei'stand 
li'om  these lectures w hy the South Am erican masses 
don’t  g re e t them w ith  enthusiasm  and joy .

In b rie f, the men in  the a im ed forces w il l  have 
to look elsewhere i f  they w a n t to  learn the rea l re a ­
sons fo r  the w a r and i f  they w a n t to g e t an honest 
exp lanation o f the course o f the w a r thus fà r .
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