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New Nazi Drive 
Puts USSR In
Gravest Peril

By M . M o rr is o n
H it le r ’s arm ies are once more advancing in  the Soviet Un ion 

and once more the heroic resistance o f the Red A rm y  is unable 
to  stem the tide. W ith  the passing o f each day the danger to  
the Soviet U n ion becomes ever greater.

E very  w o rke r who understands the g re a t significance which 
the existence of the Soviet Un ion has fo r  his class necessarily 
feels deeply anxious as the news reveals the conquest o f one 
im p o rta n t Soviet center a fte r  another by the arm ies o f German 
im peria lism .

M il i ta r y  au tho rities  are o f the op in ion th a t the s tra te g y  o f 
the German General S ta f f  is to drive  a wedge between the 
no rth e rn  and southern sections o f the Red A rm y , thus iso la tin g  
the no rthern  section fro m  the o il o f the Caucasus and the south­
ern section from  the arm am ents produced in  the no rthe rn  cen­
ters o f the Soviet U nion. A f te r  d r iv in g  th is  wedge in to  the 
Soviet a rm y, the German forces w il l  t r y  to  m arch on the Cauca­
sus w ith  its  priceless treasures o f oil.

W hat Loss o f  O il F ie lds W o u ld  M ean
W hatever the s tra teg ic  plan o f the German s ta f f  m ay be, 

the fac t rem ains tha t the Red A n n ie s  are re tre a tin g  and the 
danger is g ro w in g . I f  the Caucasus should be successfully in ­
vaded, i t  would cons titu te  the g rea test s ing le  b low  to the Soviet 
U n ion. F o r w ith o u t o il the effectiveness o f the Red A rm y  w il l  
be reduced by a very la rge percentage. U ndoubtedly the Red 
A rm y  is s to rin g  la rge quan tities o f o il fo r  ju s t  such an em er­
gency, bu t w ith o u t o il to rep len ish used-up supplies, mechanized 
w a rfa re  m ust sooner o r la te r come to  a ha lt.

H it le r  has s t i l l  a long distance to go before he reaches the 
Caucasus, and the soldiers o f the Red A rm y  plus the  vas t spa­
ces m ay s t i l l  stop him . B u t we m ust face the tra g ic  p ro b a b ility  
th a t H it le r  m ay succeed and de live r a m ost serious, i f  not a 
fa ta l, b low  to the country which every advanced w o rke r m ust 
defend to the las t because i t  is a cou n try  fro m  w h ich the c a p ita l­
ists and landlords have been e lim inated and where the founda­
tions o f socialism  in the fo rm  o f nationalized p ro pe rty  s t i l l  re ­
m ain.

T h e  S le rn  R ea lities
The S ta lin is t bureaucrats have been boasting th a t H it le r  

w i l l  be defeated in 1942. We hope th a t th is  w i l l  be so. B u t the 
S ta lin is t boasters procla im ed, before H it le r  attacked the Soviet 
U n ion , th a t in case o f an a ttack  »n the USSR, the  Red A rm y  
would be f ig h tin g  on German soil, and no t vice versa. To' re ly  
on the em pty boasts o f S ta lin  and his henchmen is to lean on 
a broken reed.

We m ust face the fa c t th a t the German a rm y  is s tronger 
now, as against the Red A rm y , than i t  was a yea r ago when 
H it le r  launched his a ttack. In  June, 1941 the Red A rm y  was 
superio r in  man power and, in  the op in ion o f m ost experts, was 
the  equal o f the German a rm y in q u a n tity  and q u a lity  o f a rm a­
ments. S ta lin  blames the defeat o f the Soviet forces on the ele­
m en t o f surprise. I f  th a t is so —  and i t  isn ’ t  —  he adm its 
h is  c rim ina l incompetence. I f  th a t is so —  and i t  isn ’t  —  i t  
could expla in the Red A rm y  defeats fo r  the f irs t  m onth  o r so, 
b u t i t  cannot exp la in  the continuous defeats fro m  June u n t il 
la te  November, 1941. S ta lin  did no t and w i l l  no t place the 
blame where i t  belongs —  upon h im se lf who is g u ilty  o f m u rd e r­
in g  the best o f the com m anding forces o f the Red A rm y  and 
thousands o f com petent officers lo ya l to the cause o f the  Soviet 
Union.-

W ith  a la rge  section o f the Soviet Un ion in  H it le r ’s hands, 
the productive capacity  o f the cou n try  has been reduced con­
s iderably. The fa c t th a t S ta lin  has had to make f ra n t ic  appeals 
fo r  tanks and planes to E ng land and the U n ited  States indicates 
how much weaker the Red A rm y  is now in  comparison w ith  
H it le r ’s arm y.

W h y G erm an V ic to r ie s  Create C oncern
The representatives o f the im p e ria lis t a llies o f the Soviet 

Un ion arc w o rried  by the advance o f the German a rm ies;’ no t 
because they  fe a r fo r  the existence o f the Soviet U nion. They 
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Seamen Ask for 
Higher Bonus As 
Dangers Increase
Even Insurance 
Rates Are Raised

For the past two months the 
merchant seamen belonging to 
t h e Seafarers Internationa] 
Union and the Sailors Union 
of the Pacific have been at­
tempting to wring from the 
Maritime \V a r Emergency 
Board an increase in bonus re­
ceived for sailing in dangerous 
waters.

While the Maritime Com­
mission has been combating 
these demands by the issuance of 
op tim is tic  statements on the 
course of the "b a ttle  of the A t­
la n tic ,”  the ever increasing to ll 
of Am erican sh ipp ing and lives 
was ind ispu tab ly  verified th is  
week when the m arine insurance 
unde rw rite rs  boosted a ll h u ll and 
cargo rates by !>%.

The increased insurance rates 
app ly  to p ra c tica lly  a l l voyages 
to and from  United States A tla n ­
tic. and G u lf Ports and Canadian 
A tla n tic  ports.

The action of the underw rite rs  
on ly confirms a fact long known 
by everyone fa m ilia r  w ith  m a ri­
tim e problems, but i t  comes at 
an embarassing moment fo r the 
M aritim e Board which in the 
past has shown a determ ination 
to resist a il attem pts to improve 
seamen’s l iv in g  standards regard­
less of the hardships they endure.

In re a lity  the seamen’s income 
is lower today under a 100% 
bonus than it  was two months 
ago u n d e r bonus payments 
am ounting to 70% of m onth ly 
wages. The reason fo r th is  is 
that tHe W ar Emergency Board, 
when forced to grant, the increase 
to 100%, stipu la ted that, a ll tim e 
spent in p o r t (N o rth , C entra l or 
South Am erica) sjioud be.-deduct­
ed from  the accrued bonus a t the 
end of the month.

Thus the seamen, in  asking fo r 
an increased bonus, are actua lly  
asking re lie f from  a reduced 
wage scale at a tim e when they 
su ffe r the greatest dangers and 
hardships and when the cost of 
liv in g  ashore rises day by day.

Any Caves Today?
D E T R O IT  —  T h is  is a s to ry  

the w orkers te ll here to  i l lu s ­
tra te  the present housing s it ­
ua tion :

A man was d row n ing  in  th e <! 
lake and yelled fo r  help to  a 
passer-by, who said: “ A re  you 
drow ning? W here do you 
liv e ? ”  The drow n ing  man to ld 
the passer-by who yelled 
“ Thanks”  and rushed o f f  to 
the house where the man lived.

When he go t there, he told 
the superintendent, “ I  w ish t o j  
see apartm en t such-and-such,
I  know i t  is  go ing to  be fo r  
ren t soon.”  The super rep lied : 
“ Oh, T H A T  apartm ent, i t ’s 
rented.”  The man said, “ No. it  
isn 't, because the man who 
lives in  i t  is ou t in  the lake 
d row n ing  right, now.”  The su­
per answered: “ Yes, I  know, 
but the man who pushed him  
in  has rented i t . ”

Only Masses Sacrifice Under 
“Equal Sacrifice" Program

NEGRO IS LYNCHED IN T E X A S ,  
S O L D I E R  K I L L E D  IN ARIZONA

Following closely on the 
heels of the legal lynching of 
Odell Waller. Virginia Negro 
sharecropper, came the lynch­
ing this week ol a Negro work­
er in Texas and the cold-blood­
ed murder of a Negro soldier 
in Arizona.

I t  is clearer than ever that th is  
war, which W ashington says is 
go in g 'to  b rin g  "dem ocracy" to the 
whole w orld , is on ly b ring ing  in ­
creased and intensified Jim  Crow 
violence and b ru ta lity  to the 
Negro people in  th is  country.

T lie  Texas lynch ing is typ ica l 
of the k ind  of justice a Negro gets 
}n the south. The 25-year old v ic ­
tim . W ill ie  V inson, was shot and 
seriously wounded by two w hite 
men on charges that he. had a t­
tempted to rape a w h ite  woman 
in  Texarkana on Ju ly  12. T  h e 
woman vis ited the tiosp ita l and 
said that he "looked like  the 
man.”

The next day a lynch mob broke 
in to  the tiosp ita l. seized the 
wounded man, tied h im  to tiie  
rea r of an autom obile and dragged 
h is  body th rough the Negro dis­

t r ic t  of town. W h ile  a ll th is  was 
going on, the police officers were 
conveniently absent.

Then the lynch mob hanged 
Vinson from  the w inch of a cot­
ton gin. The s h e riff reports that 
none of the lynchers lias been 
identified, a lthough the men who 
took V inson from  the hospita l 
were unmasked.

The Vinson lyn ch in g  is very re­
m in iscent of the Jan. 25 lynch ing 
of Gleo W rig h t, who was also ac­
cused of attempted rape, wound­
ed, taken from  a hospita l by a 
mob, dragged behind a car and 
k illed  in Sikeston, M issouri.

W E A R IN G  U. S.
A R M Y  U N IF O R M

N ot a ll the facts have been 
given out by A rm y  officia ls, but 
what is known of the k il l in g  of 
Jesse Sm ith, a priva te  wearing 
the un ifo rm  of the U. S. A rm y, is 
also typ ica l of the wave of v io ­
lent a ttacks against, Negro troops 
which have increased In number 
since Pearl Harbor.

According to the A rm y version 
of the k il l in g , police in  F lagsta ff, 
Arizona, arrested a negro soldier

for “ d is tu rb ing  the peace." (A 
w orker in  a restaurant, where the 
inc iden t began, told the UP that 
Negro soldiers had accused him  of 
refusing to serve Negroes.)

The sold ier's friends, according 
to the o ffic ia l version, took him  
away from  the police, and then a 
fight began. Jesse Sm ith is ac­
cused of re fusing to give up his 
gun and was shot dead. The next 
day a coroners’ ju ry  ruled that 
the man who k illed  Sm ith  "acted 
in  the pu rsu it of du ty .”

A rm y offic ia ls have attempted 
to c lear th e ir  sk ir ts  of responsib il­
ity  by ta lk  of "drunkenness.”  etc., 
but i t  is p la in  to everyone that 
the hated Jim  Crow A rm y regula­
tions and continued acts of c iv i l­
ian d isc rim in a tio n  and in s u lt a- 
gainst Negroes are at bottom tbe­
cause of Jesse S m ith ’s death.

Since the United States entered 
tlie. war. at least six Negro sol­
diers have been murdered by c iv i l­
ian or m il i ta ry  police, and scores 
have been wounded and beaten 
up. In  every case, the k ille rs  have 
been exonerated by c iv il or m il i ­
ta ry  courts.

Steel, Aircraft 
Wage Demand 
Under Attack
WLB Is Expected to 
Reject $1-a-Day Rise 
For L ittle Steel'

The powerful sleel and air­
craft corporations arc coining 
the highest profits in American 
history, even after taxes are 
paid. But t he government's 
War Labor Board and Office of 
Price Administration do not 
in tend to pe rm it the steel and 
a irc ra ft unions to receive wage 
increases to compensate the w o rk­
ers fo r oven the price rises of the 
last year. That was the g is t of 
OPA statements and of reports 
about W LB  wage hearings th is 
week.

According to these reports, the 
demands of the United S tee lwork­
ers of Am erica fo r a dollar-a-day 
wage increase fo r 157.00(1 "L it t le  
Steel" workers, w ill he turned 
down by the W LB late th is  week, 
despite the findings of a three- 
man W LB  panel tha t the corpora­
tions were able to pay the in ­
creases. i t  is expected tha t sm all 
increases, am ounting to perhaps 
less than h a lf the rises demanded, 
w i l l  he granted by the Board, 
thus se tting  a precedent which 
w ill he used in  other im portan t 
cases now pending decision.

The OPA, through its  deputy 
adm in is tra to r, R ichard G ilbert, 
attacked the jo in t  demands of the 
UAW-CIO and A F L  In te rn a tion a l 
Association of M achin ists fo r an 
increased m in im um  wage in  nine 
a irc ra ft plants on tho west coast,

B E LO W  1932 L E V E LS
“ Before the w ar ends, the l iv ­

ing  standards o f the Am erican 
people w ill be reduced below the 
level p re va ilin g  a t the bottom  o f 
the g rea t depression,”  G ilb e rt 
said. The im p lica tion  was th a t 
the a irc ra f t  workers might, ju s t 
as w e ll get used to i t  now as 
la te r.

In  s ta ting  his disapproval of 
the jo in t  CIO and A F L  demands 
fo r a 95 cent m in im um  wage to 
replace the 6(1 and 75 cent min- 
im um s now in effect, G ilbe rt re­
peated the usual vague promises 
o f tho ad m in is tra tion  about con­
tro ll in g  the sp ira llin g  pro fits of 
the a irc ra ft corporations. X’o con­
crete proposals were made to ef­
fect th is  curb on profits, hut i t  
was made very clear tha t wage 
increases would be held down.

The A F L  and CIO have been 
negotia ting in a government spon­
sored labor-management confer­
ence du ring  tlie past week, for 
wage increases which would cover 
an approx im ate  1,250,000 a ir ­
craft workers.

At a m eeting of th is  conference 
on Ju ly  9, the governm ent repre­
sentative. Paul U. Porter, stated: 
" I t  is tlie  opin ion of the W ar 
Production Board th a t tho wage 
increases (in  a irc ra ft)  are incon­
sistent w ith  the seven-point pro­
gram to contro l the oost of liv in g  
as stated by the President in his 
message to Congress on A p r il 27."

“ D IC T A T O R IA L  M E TH O D S ”
A  jo int. A F L -C IO  statem ent 

warned that any r ig id  s tab iliza ­
tion  o f w a r in du s try  wages m igh t 
“ s t if le  collective ba rga in ing  and 
threaten the whole labor move­
m ent,”  and charged that, “ the 
d rive  to stab ilize wages th rea ten ­
ed to substitu te  d ic ta to r ia l m eth­
ods fo r  collective ba rga in ing .”

W ith  ind ica tions that, wage de­
mands of the CIO would not bo 
met by the W ar Labor Board de­
cision. the USA-OTO has called a 
m eeting o f its  Policy com m ittee 
to discuss the s itua tion .

W ith  the “ L it t le  Steel”  and a ir ­
c ra ft cases as precedents, and 
w ith  the s tr ike  weapon surrender­
ed by the top offic ia ldom  of the 
A F I, and CIO, the wage demands 
of the General Motors, Ford and 

i other w ar production workers 
gene ra lly  w i l l  undoubtedly be 
vigorously  opposed by the govern­
ment.

Senate Committee 
Votes to Lift 
Ceiling On Bread
Shows Indifference 
To Policing of the 
Price Regulations

Because o f price rises due to in ­
effective enforcement and ou t­
righ t v io la tions of the price reg­
ulations, the w o rk ing  people have 
already suffered substantia l cuts 
in th e ir  liv in g  standards since 
the OPA price ceilings went in to 
effect in  May.

Last week the Senate A pp rop ri­
ations Committee acted to add an­
other cu t in  th e ir  l iv in g  stand­
ards by vo ting  to fo rb id  any ce il­
ings on im portan t food item s — 
inc lud ing  bread, breakfast foods 
such as oatmeal and corn flakes, 
and other wheat, oornmeal, oat­
meal and ag ricu ltu ra l commodi­
ties —- u n t il prices reach 110% 
of pa rity .

It, is estimated that, i f  the ce il­
ing  is removed, bread prices 
would shoot up 10 to 20%, w ith  
the price of other a g ricu ltu ra l 
products increasing s im ila rly .

The Senate Committee also 
voted to a llow  the Office of Price. 
A dm in is tra tion  a fund of $120.- 
000,000 for expenses. T h is  sum, 
a lthough $4.1,000,000 more than 
tha t voted by the House of Rep­
resentatives, is $20,000,001) less 
than the absolute m in im um  re ­
quested by OPA ad m in is tra to r 
Leon Henderson.

The House firs t, and now the 
Senate Committee, show th e ir  
real a ttitude  toward price  contro l 
by re fus ing  su ffic ien t funds fo r 
even Henderson’s bureaucratic 
and impotent plan.

Price contro l —  to lie effective 
— most he based on the m ob iliza­
tion and pa rtic ipa tion  of trade un­
ions'. housewives,’ d ir t fa rm ers ’ 
and consumers’ organizations. 
Such a price police force is op­
posed by Henderson as well as 
the House and Senate Committee.

WPB Reshuffled, But Still 
Controlled By $1-A-Year Men

On July 8 War Production Board chief Donald Nelson an- 
i nounced another shuffle in the personnel of the WPB. This was 
his answer to the charges made last month by the Truman Sen­
ate Committee and various other groups that the dollar-a-year 
men are running the war production program in the interests 
of the large corporations.

B u t Nelson’s new shakeup 
brings no fundam ental changes, 
not even any new faces. T lie  dol- 
lar-a-year men are s t i l l  in  the 
saddle. So meaningless are the 
sh ifts  tha t Nelson did not even 
call i t  a "re o rga n iza tion ": he 
dubbed it m erely a "rea lignm ent."

A t f irs t Nelson tried  to have-the 
Trum an report suppressed. He 
failed, and tiie  publie was able 
to learn from  tlie  Committee, 
which t im id ly  voices the sm all 
cap ita lis ts ' op in ions and com­
p la in ts  against the large corpora­
tions, tha t:

“ Th is com m ittee lias repeated­
ly  concluded that the work of the 
OPM and W PB lias been hamper­
ed by the extent to which th e ir 
personnel w a s  predom inantly  
drawn from  tlie  b ig  business 
groups. Many of the large, indus­
tr ia lis ts  are. of course, men of 
unquestioned capacity and the 

! overwhelm ing m a jo rity  are pos- 
1 sessed of pa trio tism  and in te g rity . 

The attitudes and associations 
which ttiese men have acquired 
through tlie  years, however, make 
it. undesirable to re ly  upon them 
exclusive ly fo r d irec tion  of the 
w ar production program .”

T H E  $1-A -Y E A R  M E N
The three men, who under Nel­

son w ill now, head the W PB. are:
W illia m  L. Batt. second in com­

mand, head of tlie  SKF Industries, 
hall bearing concern.

James S. ICnowlson. chairm an 
of the board of Stewart W arner, 
president of the Radio M anufac­
tu re rs ’ Association.

A m ory Houghton, bead of the 
Corning Glass W orks.

Puerto Rico Is 
Given An 'A fter 
The War' Promise
But People of the U. S. Colony Want Their 
Freedom From Wall St. Imperialism Now

By H O W A R D  A L L E N
Puerto Rico. U. S. island colony in the Caribbean Sea, 

came into the limelight on July 5, with the report that Presi­
dent Roosevelt had approved a plan proposed by New Deal 
appointed Governor Rexford Tugwell, under which the island 
could elect its own governor in 1944 or thereafter, i f  the war 
lasted beyond th a t date. i> -------------------------------------------------------

On J u ly  6, B o liva r Pagan, Re­
sident Commissioner fo r  the co­
lony, in troduced a b ill in  the 
House o f Representatives p ro ­
posing election by the Puerto R i­
cans, o f a Governor in  1942 and 
demanding the rem oval o f T ug- 
well.

Both proposals ignore the ba­
sic and in s is ten t demand o f the 
Puerto Ricans fo r  im m ediate and 
unconditiona l freedom. However, 
even the prom ise o f the r ig h t  to 
elect a governor— rem ote as i t  
leaves the P uerto  Rican people 
fro m  actual freedom  from  A m e r­
ican im p eria lism — reflec ts  the 
g ro w in g  disturbance o f the ad­
m in is tra tion .

Roosevelt’s prom ise is no t a 
sudden spasm o f generosity'. I t  is 
a prom ise calculated to  fu r th e r

re su lt o f three separate factors, 
none o f which invo lve any con­
tem pla tion  o f genuine independ­
ence fo r  Puerto Rico.

T H R E E  REASONS
The f irs t  concern o f the U n ited 

States ru lin g  class is to curb as 
much as possible the g row ing  
restlessness o f the Puerto Rican 
masses, especially because o f the 
im p o rta n t s tra teg ic  position o f 
the naval and a ir  bases estab lish­
ed on the island by the A rm y  and 
the N avy.

Secondly, the adm in is tra tion  
wants to use its  prom ise to 
Puerto Rico to soften the an ta ­
gonism o f the L a tin  and South 
A m erican countries who arc no t 
com plete ly under the  dom ination 
o f A m erican cap ita l. The Presi

the in terests o f A m erican im pe- dent hopes to be able to po in t to
r ia lis m  and does no t a t a ll s ig ­
n ify  any in ten tion  to  give up 
contro l over Puerto Rico.

Even as Roosevelt made his 
prom ise about the sweet bye and 
bye. leaders o f the Puerto Rican 
N a tio n a lis t P a rty  languished in 
(he A tla n ta  federa l pen iten tia ry  
w ith  ten year sentences on 
charges o f “ sedition,”  fo r  having 
advocated independence.

The r ig h t  to  elect a governor 
“ a f te r  the w a r” — th a t sounds like  
C ripps’ fra u d u le n t o ffe r  to Ind ia  
— w hile  those who ask fo r  n a tion ­
a l independence are kep t in ja i), 
w i l l  ha rd ly  s a tis fy  the asp ira ­
tions o f the P uerto  R ican masses.

The administration’s move is a

his prom ise to Puerto Rico and 
say, “ See. W e’re re a lly  not im ­
p e ria lis ts .”

T h ird ly . Roosevelt is p u ttin g  
pressure on his B r it is h  a lly  to 
loosen up on its  contro l- o f B r i t ­
ish colonies and thus give A m e r­
ican cap ita l a chance to squeeze 
in.

Accord ing to the Ju ly  5 N. Y. 
Times, “ A  responsible o ffic ia l 
said th a t because o f the necessity 
o f m a in ta in in g  po litica l s ta b ility  
near the im p o rta n t Puerto Rican 
naval base d u rin g  the w ar, the 
date o f the f ir s t  election was set 
fo r  1944. the tim e o f the re g u la r 
in su la r vote. I f  the w a r lasts 

(Continued on page 4)

The Corning Glass W orks and 
Houghton h im se lf were convicted 
two years ago fo r conspiring .to 
res tra in  com petition In the m an­
ufacture of e lectric  lig h t bulbs. 
Co-conspirators were tlie  General 
E lectric  Company and two Dutch 
lig h t bu lb companies. Houghton 
paid a $5099 fine.

Houghton today is a centra l fig­
ure in a pending a n ti- tru s t suit 
against tlie  glass in du s try  for 
m onopolizing the production of 
glass containers such as m ill; bot­
tles and f r u it  jars.

Nelson h im self was an executive 
of Sears Roebuck, largo m ail o r­
der house.

As a concession to the middle 
class, one of the chief targets of 
the T rum an report. P h ilip  D. 
Reed, head o f General E lectric , 
has been kicked upsta irs to go to | 
England to work fo r the WPP,.

The new setup leaves the A rm y 
Procurement Service in  active 
charge of the d is tr ib u tio n  of con­
tract and production.

Accord ing to tlie  T rum an re­
port, tlie  A rm y, as well as tlie  
WPB. lias tended to concentrate 
contracts in  the hands of B ig  
Business.

E ig h ty  per cent of a ll govern­
ment contracts have been awarded 
to a hand fu l of corporations, 
which have been ge tting  large 
p ro fits  and free plants from  the 
government. ■

“ E V E R Y  5 OR 6 M O N T H S ”
A few months ago Alex Taub 

an in d u s tria l engineer who had 
Just, returned from  England, tes­
tified before Hie Tolan Committee 
that " fa ilu re  to coordinate pro­
duction on tiie  necessary scale 
aroused so much c ritic ism  that 
popular op in ion had to lie allayed 
by changes in  tlie  M in is try  of 
Supply every five or s ix  months.”

Such changes in th is  coun ty  
every tim e the war product io f  
boards came under c ritic ism  have 
resulted in Hie creation of new 
boards and tlie  selection of new 
faces to take charge of them. But 
absolutely no one expects any 
change from  tlie  new setup an­
nounced by Nelson last week 
which d idn 't even in troduce a 
new face. The corporations w ill 
Jteep m aking th e ir  huge profits 
w h ile  the "rea ligned" board w ill 
continue tiie  same policies favo r­
ing those corporations w h ich the 
T rum an report condemned.

The solution of the problem foi 
the workers does not lie in t lu  
d irection  of in tro du c ing  shakeup.' 
and new faros every six months 
It lies, rather, in  tak in g  contro l of 
production on! of the hands of 
both tlie  corporations and the ii 
government agents. It lies In the 
confiscation of a ll w ar profits 

‘the expropria tion  of a ll w ar iu 
dnstries and th e ir  operation undei 
workers' contro l.

Union Paper 
Exposes Huge 
Rise in Profits

The Am erican Federation of 
Labor pub lica tion , Trade Union 
C ourie r o f June 29th, p rin ts  the 
fo llo w in g  item :

No com m ent is necessary!

La s t year the l Tnited States 
corpora tions doubled th e ir  1940 
net incomes. In  many instances 
p ro fits  rose by 40% — even a fte r 
a ll federal taxes were paid. Many 
corpora tions have set aside, fo r 
depreciation, sums even greater 
than retained net income. The 
m ajor iron  and steel companies 
boosted th e ir  p ro fits  by 90% and 
the m achinery groups by 25% 
over the preceding year.

Equality Promise 
Is a Fraud While 
Boss Agents Rule
Gov't Keeps Its 
Promises to Bosses 
But Not to Workers

On A pril 27 President Roose­
velt sought to jus tify  addition­
al sacrifices for the war on the 
part of the workers by promis­
ing that the employers would 
also be forced to share the war 
burdens. The events of the last 
three months have placed the 
workers in a good position to 
estimate the value of such 
“ e q ua lity  o f sac rifice ”  promises.

The a d m in is tra tion  prom ised 
the bosses th a t i t  w ould prevent 
s trikes, “ s tab ilize ”  wages and 
place heavy taxes on the w o rk ­
ers’ incomes.

W ith  the aid o f the subservient 
labo r leaders, i t  has reduced 
s trikes  to v ir tu a lly  zero. I t  has 
used a lm ost every device a t its  
command to p reven t pay increas­
es demanded by the w orkers  to 
compensate fo r  price rises o f the 
las t year, o r to keep such increas­
es as low  as possible. Taxes on 
the low  income earners are be­
ing  increased th is  year by fro m  
100% to more than 1600%.

The governm ent’s promises to  
the bosses have been kept. B u t 
w hat about the governm ent’s 
promises to the w orkers to  l im it  
personal incomes to §25,000 a 
yea r; to  keep corpora tion  p ro fits  
a t “ a reasonably low  leve l” ; to  
e lim ina te  price p ro fitee ring  th ru  
price contro l?

Personal incomes o f t lie  em­
ployers are taxed, it  is true, oven 
more than in peace tim e. B u t 
there is no l im it  o f $25,000 on 
the am ount the bosses keep.

C orpora tion p ro fits , even a f te r  
the new taxes proposed by the 
House W ays and Means C om m it­
tee th is  week, are go ing to reach 
new levels, h igher than in the 
most prosperous years o f A m e r­
ican cap ita lism . These p ro fits  
do no t include the b illions  o f 
do lla rs w o rth  o f p lants given the 
bosses as g ifts  by the go ve rn ­
ment, O f course, the bosses arc 
ye llin g  “ m urder”  a t the taxes 
proposed, bu t they  always do 
th a t w ith  a ll taxes.

N o t on ly  have the p ro fits  of 
especially the huge heavy indus­
tries leaped upward, bu t ju s t as 
im p ortan t, th e ir  con tro l has 
grown. The en tire  w a r program  
of the a d m in is tra tion  has been 
jus t so much fodder fo r  the mon­
opolies. E ve ry  day sees a g re a t­
er concentration and cen tra liza ­
tion  o f ownership and con tro l o f 
the basic industries o f the na­
tion .

As fo r the price regulations, no 
one takes them seriously —  
ne ither the m anufacture rs who 
get around them  by q u a lity  de­
te rio ra tio n  o r o u tr ig h t v io la tio n ; 
nor Congress which refuses to  
appropria te  enough money fo r  
th e ir  en forcem ent; nor Hender­
son who raises the price ceilings 
under m anufactu re r pressure.

In o ther words, i t  is the same 
old s to ry  as in the la s t w a r —  
the w orkers are the ones who do 
the sacrific ing , the bosses are the 
ones who bene fit fro m  the w a r 
progra m.

N or is th is  su rp ris in g  when one 
understands who is run n ing  the 
war program . The W ar Produc­
tion Board is s ta ffed  w ith  do lla r- 
a-year representatives o f the b ig  
corpora tions; the OPA is s ta ffed  
w ith  representatives o f the m an­
u fa c tu re rs ; and (Congress is f i l l ­
ed w ith  the tools o f b ig  business 
and the monopolies. Who can 
seriously expect such people to 
run a war in anybody’s in terests 
but the ru lin g  class?

“ E q u a lity  o f sac rifice ”  w i l l  a l­
ways be a fraud  and a conie-on 
to the w orkers so long as the 
cap ita lis ts  ru le  the na tion  and 
the governm ent. The slogan the 
workers should raise is no t 
“ eq ua lity  o f sac rifice ”  hu t:

“ Take contro l o f the nation ou t 
o f the hands o f the cap ita lis ts  
and th e ir  po litica l stooges who 
are in terested on ly in th e ir  own 
p ro fits  and priv ileges. F o r a 
W orkers ’ and F a rm ers ' G overn­
ment th a t w ill guarantee genuine 
bqual trea tm e n t and o p p o rtu n ity  
to a ll the to ile rs !”
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Army Contracting Agents 
Favor Anti-Union Firms
Charge Unemployment In New York Is 
Due to Anti-Labor Bias of Army, WPB

by W . G RAY
The mounting unemployment situation in New York C ity 

has called attention to new anti-union activities on the part 
of the War Production Board and the Army officials responsi­
ble for the placing o f war contracts.

Close to a half m illion men and women, a large percentage 
of whom are union members, arc without jobs today, while 
state officials hold out little  hope for their re-employment in 
the near fu tu re . S killed w orkers — ------------------------------------------ - ~
o f a ll k inds, inc lud ing ’ the bu ild ­
in g  trades, p r in t in g , sh ipbu ild ing  
and m arine in du s try , needle 
trades, and m any others are idle. 
A t  the same tim e  reports  are 
published in  the press about the 
shortage o f sk illed  labor in the 
country.

New  Y o rk  C ity , which in peace 
tim e  produced 7.6’% o f the na­
t io n ’s m anufactured goods, has 
received on ly  3.7% o f the w a r 
orders so fa r  awarded. Despite 
pro tests fro m  m any sources, in ­
c lud ing  labor, there is no ind ica­
tio n  th a t the W a r Production 
Board and the A rm y  con trac ting  
agents, in tend to  sub s tan tia lly  
rem edy the s itua tion .

m ost g la r in g ly  revealed in  the 
s itua tion  in the needle trades in ­
dus try . N o rm a lly  th is  in du s try  
in New Y o rk , which is a lm ost en­
t ire ly  unionized, produced 85% o f 
the c o u n try ’s women’s needle 
goods. Today, w ith  few  w a r o r­
ders, some 90,000 o f the 163,000 
o f the union members in  the in ­
du s try  are une'm ployed.

D u rin g  the  la s t few  months, 
however, the W PB and A rm y 
agencies have le t huge contracts 
fo r a thousand and one artic les  
made by the needle trades. These 
contracts have gone to  the  low- 
wage, open shop, southern g a r­
m ent m anufacture rs !

The seriousness of th is  threat
The reasons fo r  th e ir  a ttitu d e  I to the existence of the ILG W U  is 

are no t hard to find. They are 1 revealed in the sta tem ent by Fred

Big Victory For CIO In 
Southern Textile Mills
One Year Organizing Campaign 
Breaks Vigorous Boss Resistance

The Riverside and Dan River 
Cotton M ills of Danville, V ir­
ginia, claiming to be the world’s 
biggest textile mills, have been 
successfully organized by the 
CIO. In a labor board election 
held in this important south­
ern industry during the last 
week of June, the CIO Textile 
Workers Union of America 
scored what it aptly describes 
tlie  "greatest election v ic to ry  of 
the te x tile  labor movement.'’

By :i vote of more than 3 to 2. 
the te x tile  workers rejected the 
an ti-un ion  propaganda directed 
at, them by pow erfu l employer 
groups and chose the T W U A  as 
th e ir  collective ba rga in ing agency.
More than 13.000 workers were 
e lig ib le  to vote: the resu lt was 
7,204 fo r ttie TW UA, 4.716 a- 
ga inst. T e x tile  Labor, the un ion ’s 
paper, estimates tha t probably 
more people voted in  th is  union 
election than in  any other single 
election in the en tire  h is to ry  of 
D anville .

Um hey, executive sec’y  o f the 
ILG W U, at last weoh s conference 
of New York state and c ity  A F I. 
unions called to consider the un ­
employment s itua tion . Umhey 
said that the W ashington offic ia ls 
place orders in com m unities where 
garments fo r the armed forces 
can he made a h it cheaper "w ith ­
out regard to the welfare of the 
workers In th is  c ity  or post-war 
m alad justm ent."

It  is clear from  Umhey’s re­
m arks that tlie  atm of tho W PB 
and i lie A rm y offic ia ls is not only 
to favor the unorganized section 
of the garment indus try  at the 
expense of the unionized higher 
paying section, but also to build 
up a huge unorganized indus try  
tha t w ill he a real threat a fte r 
tlie  w ar lo the existence of the 
union.

T h is  double th rea t to the needle 
trades union does not arise from  
any special d is like  fo r tlie  ILG W U 
on the part of the Brass Hats. 
The same trend is observable in 
other Industries. In  every case 
the unorganized, low-wage section 
of in dus try  is awarded contracts 
w h ile  un ion members pound tlie  
streets. Uonsiderations of capac­
ity  to produce, experience, etc. 
which exist in unionized plants, 
seem lo be secondary.

Despite a ll the ta lk  about the 
necessity to u tilize  the fu l l  prod­
uctive  capacity o f the nation , the 
W PB and A rm y  o ffic ia ls ’ actions 
show th a t they are c a rry in g  out 
w hat they consider to  be one o f 
th e ir  p r im a ry  tasks— the under­
m in ing  o f the trade union move­
ment.

The Minneapolis Drivers Movement 
One Year A fter The Indictment
Help Is Needed to Defend Union Leaders from Attacks by Tobin and Government

M INNEAPOLIS President Roosevelt and Minnesota’s' 
Governor Harold Siassen say they have an unlimited supply of 
democracy for export purposes: but in the year that has passed 
since the Minneapolis drivers voted to leave the A LL  and join 
the CIO. neither the National'Labor Relations Board nor Stas- 
sen’s state labor board has permitted a democratic vote to the
drive rs  here. •->---------------------- ----------------------------------

In the on ly test vote th a t 1 crs 0penec) u))t has continued un-
penn itted  by the N LR B  among 
the drive rs  a t the W atcrm an- 
W ate rbu ry  p lan t on January 30 
— the w orkers demonstrated the ir 
fee lings about the s itua tion  by 
vo tin g  fo r  5 4 4 -0 0  by a 2 to 1 
m a jo rity . T he ir union showed its 
calibre by w inn ing  them a con­
tra c t SI a day be tte r than the 
sell-ou t contracts negotiated here 
by Tob in ’s agents.

A f te r  th a t one test vote, both 
the national and state labor

abated du ring  the year. The boss­
es and the governm ent have met 
no resistance from  e ith e r A F L  
or CIO leaders in th e ir  campaign 
to dump the burdens o f the w ar 
on the backs o f the workers.

F a r from  res is ting , the union 
leaders, ta k in g  th e ir  cues from  
W illia m  Green and P h ilip  M u r­
ray, have jo ined the bosses in 
a ttack ing  the  union ranks. To­
b in ’s insistence th a t his labor 
lieutenants “ Smash Those P ick-

boards again resumed th e ir  s tr ic t c-t L ines”  —  voiced in  the M ay 
ra tio n in g  o f democracy to the and June issues o f the A F L  In ­
drive rs  o f M inneapolis. No more te rna tiona l Team ster —  has been 
votes were perm itted . The Ram- fa ith fu lly  fo llow ed by his M in- 
sey County d is tr ic t  cou rt upheld ncapolis stooges.

i the crooked S tassen-B la ir deci­
sion o f la s t September, denying 
d rive rs ’ elections. Tobin pu t in 
his tw o -b its ’ w o rth  by m a in ta in ­
ing  bis iron receivership over 
A F L - “ 544”  and re fus ing  to  pe r­
m it an inner-union election.

LA B O R  LE A D E R S  R E T R E A T
The re tre a t o f the local labor 

leadership before the wave o f 
reaction, which started in June,

Conditions o f w orkers in  the 
M inneapolis d rive rs ’ movement 
have steadily worsened in  the 
past year. In  every c ra ft, d rive rs  
have been la id  o ff. T ak in g  ad­
vantage o f the w a r s itua tion , the 
bosses have ru th less ly  fire d  d r iv ­
ers. Tobin ’s receivers took a beat­
ing  in  th e ir  e f fo r t  to ra id  the 
B rew ery W orkers Union. A t ­
tendance a t meetings o f A F L - 
“ 544”  is a lm ost n il. O nly a frac -

.1941, when the f ig h t  between , tion  o f the drive rs  s t i l l  continue 
Tobin and the M inneapolis d riv - 1 to pay dues, and then on ly  un

BOSS C A M P A IG N
Realizing that a v ic to ry  fo r tlie 

union would insp ire  the exploited 
workers of the whole’ area, the 
bosses organized and financed va­
rious groups to ca rry  on a cam­
paign of slander and in tim ida tion . 
Among these were the so-called 
“ Anti-C IO  Association”  and a 
"C itizens Committee.”  T lie  man­
agement in  tlie  p lan t also tried to 
coerce the workers in to  voting 
against the union.

But ne ither these methods, nor 
rad io tim e, sound trucks, huge 
newspaper ads, and at least one 
d iffe ren t anti-CIO  lea fle t a day 
du ring  the week before the vot­
ing, had the effect desired hy the 
bosses.

W hat repeated attempts to do 
in  the past —  going as fa r  back 
ns 1900 and inc lud ing  campaigns 
du ring  the last w ar and a s trike  
In 1930 —  had been unable to ac­
complish, the workers in the Dan­
v ille  m ills  were aide to achieve 
in  th is , the latest campaign, 
which lasted exactly one year.

One significant feature of the 
campaign was tlie  support given

the CIO by local A F L  and typo­
g raph ica l unions.

Negotiations are now being op­
ened fo r a signed union contract 
w ith  the management. The local 
un ionists are ho ld ing meetings to 
work out the demands to be in ­
cluded in  the contract. Wage in ­
creases are tlie  most im portan t 
issue.

Texti le I.ahor reports that. 
"T h is  v ic to ry  in D anville  adds an­
o ther ‘b iggest’ to the g row ing  
TW UA lis t. I t  also means that 
now three out of t lie  big five in 
(lie South are organized, the other 
two being ttie  M arshall F ie ld  and 
E rw in  chains. Only Cannon and 
Cone rem ain.”

O R G A N IZE  T H E  SO U TH !
The vote 1n D anville  also shows 

that it  is possible, even in w a r­
time, fo r the CIO to proceed suc­
cessfully w ith  a campaign to or­
ganize the exploited workers of 
the South. The last national CIO 
convention voted to undertake 
such a campaign, but w ith  the 
exception of drives hy ind iv idu a l 
in te rnationa ls, l i t t le  a tten tion  has 
been paid thus fa r to the conven­
tion decision.

Recent moves by arm y and 
navy agencies favo ring  southern 
unorganized plants in  tlie  g ran t­
ing of war contracts, has made 
the need fo r organizing the South 
greater than ever. Organize the 
south! is no longer a slogan that 
cdh he disregarded by the. union 
leaders. E ithe r the unions in  the 
other parts of the country w ill 
help ttie workers in  tlie  south to 
organize and w in conditions com­
parable to those in the north — 
or the bosses w il l  be able a fte r 
the war. w ith  the aid of the plants 
and profits they are now getting 
from  the government, to under­
mine the union movement.

Republicans Help Democrats 
To Bury Anti-Po ll Tax B ill
Both Roosevelt and GOP Want to Keep On 
Good Terms With the Poll Tax Democrats

Unless a d d itio n a l p res­
sure is p laced u p o n  the 
m em bers o f  the  House o f 
Representatives in  the 
nex t few  weeks, the Geyer 
h i l l  a b o lish in g  p o ll tax re ­
qu irem en ts  fo r  fe d e ra l 
e lections w il l  d ie  in  com ­
m itte e  where  i t  has been 
p igeon-ho led hy S ou thern  
D em ocrats w ho w e r e  
elected w ith  the  a id  o f  the  
po ll tax.

H earings on the b ill were held 
in the sp ring  o f 1910 before a 
sub-committee o f the House Ju ­
d ic ia ry Committee, o f Uhich poll 
tax Representative H a tton  Sum­
mers o f Texas is chairm an. The 
Committee refused to  pe rm it the 
p r in tin g  o f the hearings on the 
b ill,  an unusual procedure, and 
has refused to  rep o rt the b ill out 
to  the House.

A  pe tition  to force the b ill out 
o f the com m ittee ou t onto the 
House f lo o r fo r  debate and vote 
lias been signed by a num ber o f 
House members. Known as D is­
charge P e tition  No. 1, i t  needs 
218 signatures, or ju s t over ha lf

s > -

the number o f members o f the 
lower house.
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S T IL L  N E E D E D

By th is  week 135 signatures 
have been secured, a ll bu t fou r 
o f them coming fro m  the non­
po ll ta x  states. The N ationa l 
Committee to  Abo lish the Poll 
Tax announces th a t a la rge num ­
ber o f na tiona l and local trade 
union bodies have a lready pass­
ed resolutions demanding the 
abo lition  o f po ll taxes. In  the 
state o f V irg in ia , fo r  example, 
both the V irg in ia  Federation o f 
Labor and m any local A F L  
unions have endorsed the Geyer 
b ill.

I t  is s ign ifican t to note tha t 
the Roosevelt adm in is tra tion  and 
the leadership o f the Democratic 
P a rty  have done no th ing  to. help 
the passage o f the Geyer b ill, 
athough Roosevelt sanctim onious­
ly  said last F ebruary  th a t he has 
been opposed to po ll taxes a ll 
his life . U sually , when’ Roosevelt 
wants a b ill passed, he puts up 
a rea l campaign on its  behalf. 
B u t i t  is not su rp ris in g  th a t the 
man who was three tim es elected 
to the presidency w ith  the aid 
o f the po ll ta x  Democrats o f the 
south, and who seeks th e ir  sup­
po rt in Congress, does not w an t 
to do any th ing  to offend them,

especially du ring  an election 
year.

E qua lly  s ign ifican t is the a t t i ­
tude o f the Republican members 
of the House, who always go to 
the Negro voters w ith  the cry 
tha t they stand fo r  equal r ig h ts  
and th a t i t  was they who helped 
free the slaves, etc., etc.

F o r w h ile  on ly  72 Democrats, 
or 27',' o f the Dem ocratic mem­
bers o f tlie  House, had signed the 
discharge pe tition  by last week, 
the Republican record is no bet­
ter. O nly 50 Republicans, o r 30% 
of th e ir  delegation in the House, 
had signed the  pe tition . The 
no rthern  Republicans have also 
been w o rk ing  closely w ith  the 
reactionary po ll-ta x  Democrats 
on an ti- la bo r leg is la tion  and other 
such questions, and like  Roose­
ve lt they don’t  w an t to  offend 
the Bourbons.

Every trade union should de­
mand the abo lition  o f the po ll tax  
es which g ive (he southern ene­
mies o f labor such a strong g rip  
on the national government, and 
should pu t a ll possible pressure 
on the House to  force a vote on 
the Geyer b ill.

B u t to e ffec tive ly  conduct the 
f ig h t  aga inst the po ll tax , the 
unions should fo rm  th e ir  own 
independent labor p a rty  and send 
to Congress th is  year represent­
atives o f the labor movement who 
can be depended on to f ig h t  the 
po ll taxers on th is  and a ll other 
issues, instead o f cooperating 
w ith  them as the Republican and 
Democratic Parties do.

| der threats.
The fo llo w in g  examples w il l  

best illu s tra te  tlie. present state 
o f the d rive rs ’ movement here:

1. T ob in ’s A F L - “ 544”  hasn’t  
j been able to  sign a single m a jo r

con tract th is  summer. The boss­
es on ly laugh a t Tob in ’s inep t 
leaders. I t  ib an open joke around 
town th a t the employers are to y ­
ing  w ith  Tob in ’s agents and plan 
to take advantage o f the pres­
ent weakened state o f the union 
movement by crack ing  down on 
the drivers.

2. M ost o f the drive rs  and 
warehousemen have lost a ll fa ith  
in  T ob in ’s agents. Grievances 
are seldom cared fo r. A  few  
weeks ago A F L  warehousemen 
a t a la rge p lan t pulled a quickie 
s tr ike  o f th e ir  own —  against 
both the boss and th e ir own 
union leadership.

3. The M inneapolis M ilk  D r iv ­
ers Union Local 471 has ju s t 
staged a five -day s tr ik e  which 
ended in d isaster fo r  the union. 
Hundreds o f m ilk  d rive rs  have 
been la id  o f f  in recent months, 
and the dairies were th rea ten ing  
to s ta rt every-other-day de livery. 
In  an e f fo r t  to save th e ir  union, 
471 leaders called a s tr ike  and 
countered w ith  the demand tha t 
the companies pool deliveries —  
which would take the jobs o f sev­
eral hundred d rivers. In  other 
words, because o f the fa lse de­
mands by th e ir  union leadership, 
the m ilk  d rive rs  were s tr ik in g  to 
do themselves out o f th e ir  jobs. 
F our days a fte r  the s tr ike  began, 
Tobin sent A tto rn e y  Goldberg 
here. Goldberg insisted the s trike  
be called o f f  im m edia te ly, no m a t. 
te r  w ha t the consequences to  the 
drivers. Tobin and Goldberg had 
th e ir  way.

4. N o t a ll the A F L  leaders here 
are w ill in g  to go a ll the w ay w ith  
Tobin in breaking a ll strikes. Up 
in D u lu th  when an A F L  Team­
ster o ffic ia l to ld  the Trades & 
Labor Assem bly about T ob in ’s

fe T j.v -* ';^ : . ..... • .....

A N E W  P A M P H L E T

THE MARCH ON 
WASHINGTON -  -  

One Year After
by A L B E R T  P A R K E R

A n a ttra c tive  16 page pam phlet 
o f the F ou rth  In te rn a tio n a l a r t i ­
cle o f which George S. Schuyler, 
noted Negro colum nist, said in 
the M ay 30 P ittsbu rgh  C ourie r: 
“ Best c ritique  o f Randolph’s 
M arch-on-W ashington movement 
. . . The caustic comments o f the 
author, A lb e rt P arker, and his 
sound logic should provoke con­
siderable though t in  colored 
Am erica about the em inent la ­
bor leader and Sp ingam  M edal­
l is t . ”
P rice : 3 cents per copy; 2 cents 
per copy plus cost o f postage fo r 
bundles o f 5 or more.

•
O rder fro m :

Pioneer Publishers
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N E W  YO R K

New  N azi D rive  Puts USSR In G rave Peril
be to ld  th a t a defeat o f the German arm y w il l  mean the pos­
s ib ili ty  o f a soc ia lis t Germany united w ith  the Soviet U n ion 
and leading to a Socia list U n ited  States o f Europe.

R e vo lu tio n a ry  Propaganda Necessary
E very  a rtic le  in the Soviet papers advocating hate against 

the German people is a weapon in H it le r ’s hands. E very  pact 
signed by S ta lin  w ith  the im p e ria lis t a llies, im p ly in g  S ta lin ’s 
consent to punish ing the German people, is a weapon in the 
hands o f H itle r. R evo lu tionary propaganda is a pow erfu l weapon 
against H itle r. I t ’ would destroy  his tru m p  card, the masses’ 
fe a r o f a German defeat by the r iv a l im p e ria lis t forces. Once the 
German masses were affected by such propaganda —  and i t  
would not take long to  achieve th is  —  H it le r  would be doomed.

To conduct the w a r as i t  should be conducted means th a t 
the Soviet masses m ust r id  themselves o f the S ta lin is t bureauc­
racy. I t  is a task o f g reat d iff ic u lty  because the m ain im p e ria l­
is t enemy is a t the gate. C ontinu ing  to f ig h t  hero ica lly  even 
under S ta lin , they m ust no t fo rg e t the necessity, in order to 
assure v ic to ry , o f ove rth row ing  the S ta lin is t d ic ta to rsh ip  and o f 
ta k in g  power in to  th e ir  own hands. They m ust do th is, o f course, 
a t the proper tim e, and w ith o u t endangering the f ig h t  against 
im peria lism .

Outside o f the Soviet Union the advanced w orkers w i l l  con­
tinue to  defend the Soviet Union. The real defense consists no t 
in supporting  the im p e ria lis t representatives who are no t in te r­
ested in defending the Soviet Union, bu t in educating the masses 
to the idea th a t a W orke rs ’ and Farm ers ’ Government is alone 
capable o f defending the Soviet Union and achieving v ic to ry  
against fascism.

(Continued from  page 1)

would like  no th ing  be tte r than to see the achievements o f the 
October Revolution destroyed, bu t they do not w a n t too quick 
an advance by  the German arm y. They p re fe r a s lower advance 
and the exhaustion o f both the German and the Soviet arm ies.

The S ta lin is t bureaucrats are w orried  a lthough they con­
ceal th e ir  anx ie ty  by th e ir  boasts. The destruction o f the Soviet 
U n ion means o f course th e ir  own destruction as a usu rp ing  caste 
ru lin g  over the Soviet w orkers w ith  an iron  hand and consuming 
the la rge s t p roportiona te  share o f the income. M any o f the 
bureaucrats can and undoubtedly w i l l  make th e ir  peace w ith  
H it le r  bu t as a group th e ir  power w i l l  be destroyed.

The Soviet masses and the advanced w orkers the w orld  over 
are anxious because the Soviet U n ion represents the greatest 
social revo lu tion  in  h is to ry  and the greatest step fo rw a rd  ever 
made by the explo ited masses in th e ir  s trugg le  fo r  emancipation.

How lo  T u rh  D efea t In to  V ic to ry
W hile  the danger is g rea t, the s itua tion  is by no means 

hopeless. I f  supplemented by correct revo lu tiona ry  policies, the 
heroic e ffo rts  o f the Soviet masses w i l l  tu rn  defeat in to  v ic to ry .

W ith in  the Soviet U n ion the policies fo llowed by Lenin and 
T ro tsky , when the Red A rm y  achieved v ic to ry  under more d i f ­
f ic u lt conditions than ex is t a t present, m ust he ins titu ted .

I t  is necessary to restore the democratic r ig h ts  o f the masses 
and p e rm it th e ir  in it ia t iv e  and energies free  p lay. I t  is neces­
sary to  re-establish the dem ocratic Soviets as the organs o f gov­
ernm ent. A l l  p o lit ica l prisoners accepting the Soviet regim e 
should be released and th e ir  ab ilitie s  u tilized  fo r  the defense 
o f the Soviet Union.

The campaign o f ha tred against the German people, a cam­
paign w h ich the S ta lin is t bureaucrats have in it ia te d  and devel­
oped although fo rm a lly  they make a d is tinc tion  between the 
German people and the Nazis, m ust be stopped. The German 
a rm y and the German masses m ust be flooded w ith  propaganda 
assuring them th a t the Soviet U n ion has no th ing  in common w ith  
im p e ria lis t Eng land or U n ited  States. They m ust be made to 
fee l th a t a de feat o f the German a rm y does no t mean a d iv i­
sion o f Germany and the exp lo ita tion  o f its  people. They m ust

For a Rising Scale of 
Wages to Meet

Rising Living Costs

Crisis’ Article 
Tells Why Natives 
Won’t Aid Britain

Why don’t the colonial peo­
ples in the British Empire show 
any enthusiasm for the war be­
ing conducted by the British 
government? The answer to 
this question is given in inter­
esting detail hy G. Padmore. 
writing on "Crisis in the 
British Empire’’ in the current 
Ju ly  issue of The Crisis, offic ia l 
organ of tlie  National Association 
fo r the Advancement of Colored 
People, 69 F ifth  Ave.. New York.

Padmore’s a rtic le  bris tles w ith  
in fo rm ation , about conditions in 
each of the m ajor colonies of 
B r ita in : Malaya, Hongkong, S in­
gapore, Burma. Ind ia , Ceylon. 
A frica . The to ta l p ictu re he draws 
shows why the colonial peoples 
see no reason fo r a id ing  the B rit 
is li ru lin g  class that now spouts 
speeches about the benefits of de­
mocracy. As Padmore puts it :

“  ‘The B rit is h  had no roots in 
the people,’ asserted T H E  
T IM E S  correspondent (w r it in g  
about S ingapore). B u t why, we 
pose, did they have no roots in 
the people a fte r  a hundred yea rs f 
Because an im p e ria lis t power can 
have no roots in a subject people, 
except the roots o f bayonets. The. 
very na ture  o f im peria lism  is a 
negation o f fra te rn a l re la tions 
between peoples. I ts  on ly re la ­
tionsh ip  w ith  the  subject people 
can be th a t o f the r id e r to  the 
horse: the one on the back o f the 
other. And he who carries th£  
W hite  M an’s Burden has to  have 
a strong back.”

Padmore also reveals li t t le  
known facts about the na tiona lis t 
movements in  the colonies, as fo r 
example, in  Burm a:

“ U Saw h im se lf did no t enjoy 
any mass backing in Burm a. He 
was a reactionary na tiona lis t, the 
son o f a feudal landowner whom 
the B r it is h  o ffic ia ls  made use o f 
to combat the g row ing  labor and 
Socia list movement headed by 
D r. Ba Maw, the  fo rm er Prim e 
M in is te r. U  Saw then was made 
Prim e M in is te r. Now his mas­
ters have accused him  of treach­
ery to  them and o f m aking con­
tac t w ith  the Japanese. As in 
M alaya, so in  Burm a, the B rit is h  
au thorities  are com pletely iso la t­
ed from  the na tive  masses. W ith  
the progressive leaders in  ja il 
and U Saw under arrest, the ir 

j last lin k  has been severed.”
Padmore wrote th is  a rtic le  in  

I the m iddle of March, and already 
the course of the war has changed 

I the s itua tion  in  many of the coun- 
j  tries lie describes. But fo r those 

who want to understand some of 
i the chief reasons fo r these chang­

es, tlie  in fo rm ation  in  Padmore’s 
i a rtic le  is s trong ly  recommended.

orders to  break a ll p icket lines, 
an A F L  Longshoremen’s o ffic ia l 
shouted: “ O ur men m ay have to 
s trike  here w ith in  a few  days. 
I f  you Teamsters t r y  to  break 
our p icke t lines, I  ju s t  hope Dan 
Tobin is in the f irs t  tru c k .”

5. D is trusted and despised by 
th e ir  own membership, the A F L  
Team ster leaders in  M inneapolis 
sought and found an a lly  —- in 
the S ta lin is t CIO leadership. A 
bloc, in the fo rm  o f a jo in t  coun­
cil, has been form ed between To­
b in ’s agents and the S ta lin is ts . 
This bloc has since been extended 
to the po litica l fie ld , w ith  Presi­
dent H arold Seavey o f the M in ­
neapolis Teamsters Jo in t Coun­
c il t ry in g  to lead the unions back 
in to  the S ta lin is t-con tro lled  F a r­
m er-Labor Association. The S ta­
lin is ts  are la y in g  the ground­
work fo r  supporting  the labor- 
ha ting  Governor Stassen and 
Senator B a ll in the fa l l  elections.

CASE OF K E L L Y  P O S TA L
F o r over a year now, Tobin 

lias continued to have the whole­
hearted support o f the M innea­
polis employers, the c ity , state 
and na tiona l adm in is tra tions, the 
S ta lin is ts  and the r ig h t-w in g  CIO 
leaders, in  his f ig h t  on the M in ­
neapolis d rive rs  and Local 544- 
CIO.

E very  e f fo r t  o f 544-CIO to ob­
ta in  democratic elections fo r  the 
drive rs  has been blocked by a 
com bination o f the above forces. 
I t  is doub tfu l i f  the drivers and 
th e ir leaders w i l l  be able in the 
im m ediate fu tu re  to  break out 
o f the tra p  in to  which Tobin and 
the bosses and boss po litic ians 
have placed them.

F o r the present Local 544-CIO 
is con fin ing  its e lf to  a program  
o f keeping together the basic 
cadres th a t forged the great 
d rive rs ’ movement in the heat o f 
the g rea t 1934 s trikes and the 
subsequent years o f s trugg le ; o f 
m a in ta in ing  contact w ith  the 
best m ilita n ts  in  the indus try , in 
M inneapolis and the area; o f con­
t in u a lly  exposing T ob in ’s a n ti­
union position ; o f t r y in g  to  p ro ­
tect the drivers from  Tobin and 
the bosses; and, ve ry  im portan t, 
o f defending the 544-CIO leader­
ship from  T ob in ’s fram e-up sys­
tem.

The most pressing problem to ­
day involves the defense o f Lo< 
cal 544’s secre ta ry-treasurer, 
K e lly  Postal, and the 544 organ­
izer, C arl Skoglund.

A f te r  w inn ing  acq u itta l in the 
f i r s t  t r ia l ( in  F ebruary , 1942), 
Postal was found g u ilty  in a sec­
ond t r ia l in M ay o f “ f i r s t  degree 
grand la rceny”  by a d is tr ic t  court 
ju ry . The charge against him  
was th a t he had “ embezzled”  $5,- 
000 from  Tobin.

A c tu a lly  the issue in the t r ia l 
was whether a union membership 
has the r ig h t,  by a democratic 
m a jo r ity  vote, to decide w hat in ­
te rna tiona l un ion they shall be­
long too, and w ha t disposition 
shall be made o f union funds.

The f i r s t  t r ia l judge, Judge 
H a ll, recognized th is  when he in ­
structed the ju ry  to f in d  Postal 
innocent, s ta tin g  th a t “ by a reso­
lu tion  o f the m a jo r ity  o f the men 
m a jo r ity  o f the membership, 
K e lly  Postal was directed to  tu rn  
over a ll o f the moneys o f the 
union to the  U n ion Defense Com­
m ittee. T ha t th is  reso lution d i­

recting  him  to tu rn  over these 
monies was open and avowed can 
not be disputed. . . The member­
ship o f t lie  union m ust have be­
lieved they had a r ig h t  to  tra n s ­
fe r  these monies by reso lu tion  as 
they attem pted to do. Postal, 
the defendant, was the agent and 
steward o f th is membership and 
turned over th e ir  monies a t th e ir  
d irection. .

However, Judge Selover a t the 
second tr ia l,  on iden tica l ev i­
dence, denied th a t union member­
ships had any dem ocratic r ig h ts , 
and instructed the ju ry  to  find 
Postal g u ilty .  On M ay 1, Selover 
sentenced Postal to serve up to  
five years in  S tillw a te r  peniten­
tia ry .

Local 544-CIO is appealing 
K e lly  Posta l’s conviction to  the 
M innesota Supreme C ourt. $1,500 
is u rg e n tly  needed to provide new 
bail fo r Postal, to ob ta in a p r in t ­
ed tra n s c r ip t o f the t r ia l  record 
and to  c a rry  the case to the h ig h ­
er court.

In  add ition  new ba il bonds 
must be fu rn ished  th is  m onth fo r  
544-CIO President M iles Dunne; 
O rgan izer Moe H o ik ;  and O rgan­
izer Carl Skoglund. Dunne and 
H ork  face charges s im ila r to  th a t 
on which Posta l was convicted. 
T lie ba il bonds alone fo r  the fo u r 
w ill cost $649.50.

A  num ber o f progressive 
unions th roughou t the country , 
rea liz ing  the union p rinc ip le  a t 
stake, have con tribu ted to  Post­
a l’s defense fund. The C iv il 
R ights Defense Com m ittee has 
endorsed the Posta l case and sent 
out an appeal fo r  funds. Funds 
and resolutions should be m ailed 
to the C iv il R ights Defense Com., 
160 F if th  Ave., N ew  Y ork , o r to 
Ray R a inholt, 544-CIO Recording 
Secretary. 7 W est Broadw ay, 
M inneapolis.

T H E  S K O G LU N D  CASE
Last week Local 544-CIO was 

confronted w ith  another defense 
case, which, like  the M inneapolis 
“ sed ition”  t r ia l and the  Posta l 
case, grow s d ire c tly  ou t o f the 
s trugg le  between Tobin and the 
M inneapolis drivers.

O n ly Ju ly  18, 1941, C arl Skog­
lund, o rgan izer and fo rm e r presi­
dent o f 544, was arrested and 
held fo r  deporta tion on $25,000 
bail. Skoglund was one o f the 
eighteen subsequently convicted 
o f v io la tin g  the S m ith  “ Gag”  
Act last December.

H is deporta tion case, w h ich 
has dragged along fo r  a year, 
came to a head las t week when 
on J u ly  3 Federal Judge Joyce 
denied his app lica tion  fo r  A m e r­
ican citizenship and ordered him  
deported to Sweden.

W ith  com m unication w ith  Swe­
den severed because o f w a r con­
ditions, local federa l au tho rities  
doubt the p ro b a b ility  o f Skog- 
lund ’s deporta tion a t th is  tim e. 
W hether he w i l l  be deported rests 
w ith  the D epartm ent o f J u s tic * 
in W ashington.

B ro the r Skoglund, long a m il i­
ta n t f ig h te r  aga inst fascism , 
would face certa in  death i f  de­
ported to a Sweden which in re ­
cent months has come more and 
more w ith in  H it le r ’s o rb it.

O nly mass protests —  fro m  
unions, from  a ll concerned w ith  
c iv il libe rties  —  can save the li fe  
o f th is  fine  old union w a rr io r.

Harlem Meeting Protests the 
Execution of Odell Waller

•s-

Breitman Calls for 
Negro-White Unity to 
End Jim Crow Terror

NEW  YORK, July I I — F ifty  
workers, more than half of 
them Negroes, were present last 
night to voice their protests 
against Jim Crow injustice at 
the I larlcm “ Odd 1 Waller 
Memorial Meeting” held under 
the auspices of the Harlem 
Workers Club at its headquar­
ters, 72 W. I21ih Street.

The chief speaker of the meet­
ing. George Breitm an, ed ito r of 
T H E  M IL IT A N T , recounted the 
story of W a lle r’s life  and death, 
showing that he had been a v ic ­
tim  of the sharecropper system, 
tlie  poll tax law  and Jim  Crowism.

"W e are not gathered here as 
at a wake to m ourn an in d iv id ­
ua l." B re itm an said. “ We have 
come to pledge the continuation 
of tlie  struggle to abolish the Jim  
Crow system th a t bayed fo r  W a l­
le r ’s blood.

“ The X. Y. Times."  he con tinu­
ed. “ te lls  us tha t now W a lle r is 
dead, i t  w i l l  no longer be im p or­
tant to determ ine whether or not 
he was un jus tly  executed. But the

W alle r case w i l l  always he im ­
portant to us—who already know 

j  tha t he was the v ic tim  of lynch 
law.

“ We reject the attem pts of the 
ru lin g  class and th e ir  press to 
make us forget the W a lle r case. 
We say: An eye fo r an eve, a 
tooth fo r a tooth! We are going 
to get vengeance fo r tlie  m urder 
of W a lle r and the oppression of 
t lie  m illions  of other W allers who 
are s t il l a live— a te rrib le  venge­
ance which the ru lin g  class fears 
more than anyth ing  else the w ork­
ers could do.

"W e are going to replace th e ir  
system of oppression, d isc rim ina ­
tion, exp lo ita tion  and m isery 
w ith  a new w orld where a ll w o rk ­
ers w ill have equal righ ts  and op­
portun ities. T ak in g  your place in 
t iia t fight is the best way to honor 
W a lle r’s memory— and the on ly 
way to prevent the other Odell 
W allers from  fa llin g  v ic tim s of 
class in jus tice ."

T lie  main speech was followed 
by a liv e ly  question and discus­
sion period, and the sending of a 
telegram of sym pathy to Odell 
W a lle r’s mother, and a message 
of condemnation to President Roo­
sevelt fo r his fa ilu re  to exercise 
his rig h t to intervene in  tlie  case. 
W. Brann, Negro trade un ion is t, 
acted as chairm an.



J U L Y  1 8 ( 1 9 4 2 T H E  M I L I T A N T - T H R E E

Letter From A Worker In  
The German Underground

Editor's Note
The following excerpts are from should strike a blow against their 

the private letter of an anti-fascist, ruling class as soon as possible. The 
socialist worker active in the under- struggle for socialism in Germany to-
ground movement in Germany, to a day is not a struggle on behalf of
friend in the United States. The let- British imperialism; the British im-
ter was written in the last month of perialists don’t want such a revolu-
1911. For obvious reasons, neither tionary struggle in Germany any more
the route of the letter, nor the ident- than do the Nazis. A socialist strug-
ity of the writer and the recipient gle in Germany today no more helps
can be revealed. British imperialism than a socialist

TH E  M IL IT A N T  publishes this in- struggle in Britain would help Ger-
teresting letter without taking res- man imperialism.
ponsibility for the political ideas ex- Likewise, we believe that the work-
pressed, or the accuracy of the in- * rs »“ <he “United Nations” should 
formation given. T H E  M IL IT A N T  is wait until the collapse of German
satisfied, however, that it  is an au- imperialism before going ahead with
thcntic letter from a German under- their struggle for socialism. Indeed,
ground worker. ,he best way to brinS' about the de­

feat of fascism is for the workers in 
We disagree in particular with the the - democratic-  countries to continue

last paragraph of the letter .n which that struggle, to declare that they
the writer states that before Striking arp no(. Koin(? to permjt anofhpr Ver. 
a blow the German people should wait sailles Treaty. This would d„ more 
until all the armies collapse; that than anything else to inspire the Ger-
otherwise the effect would be to aid man masses with confidenee and
British imperialism. arouse them to take action to over-

We hold that the German workers throw their oppressors now.

Dear F riend  and Comrade:
O f m yse lf, I  sha ll no t w r ite  you ve ry  

much. There are, however, moments when 
I  s u ffe r. M a in ly , they are moments when I  
am compelled to appear a t N az i m eetings—  
in opposition to  the so-called Jew ish p lu to ­
cracy. A f te r  such speeches, I  fee l like  an 
innocent g ir l  who sells her body fo r  the 
f ir s t  tim e. One is helpless, however. O ur 
underground a c t iv ity  demands m any mean 
acts.

A t  the same tim e, I  do no t spare the Ger­
man p lu tocra ts  and w o rld  cap ita lism . In  
the T h ird  Reich, i t  is perm issib le to  come 
ou t in  opposition to  cap ita lism — especially 
the cap ita lism  o f E ng land and the. U n ited  
States. The leaders o f the T h ird  Reich 
would no t have pe rm itte d  such opposition ; 
in order to  m a in ta in  the m ora le o f the ran k  
and file  o f the populace, however, i t  is pe r­
m itted . Thanks to  the attacks on ca p ita l­
ism, and the w a rn in g  th a t, in  the event the 
w ar is lost, a second Versa illes would 
emerge, the “ m ora le”  is m ainta ined.

I f  the N azis th in k  the people believe, 
th e ir  demagogy, they are m istaken. H itler- 
m ay c ry  a hundred tim es th a t he canhot 
re s t as long as he is unable to  rea lize his 
“ S oc ia lis t p ro g ra m ” ; the people, however, 
don’t  believe h im . The young Nazis alone 
have fa ith  in  his lies— bu t not. the w orkers, 
who keep ask ing : “ Is Russia, too, a p lu to - 
dem ocratic c o u n try ? ”  The on ly re p ly  
which the N azis o f fe r  is— th a t S ta lin  has 
betrayed Le n in ’s ideas, and has become as­
sociated w ith  the cap ita lism  o f E ng land and 
the U n ited  States . . .  In  Germ any, fo lks  
have ceased to  la ug h ; bu t when they  hear 
such a phrase, they do laugh. And when 
one laughs, fo lks  o ften joke and say; “ Quiet, 
the Gestapo m ig h t hear.”

A nd i t  is no wonder fo lks  don’t  laugh 
in the T h ird  Reich. A lm o s t in  every fa m ­
ily ,  a son, a fa th e r, o r  a b ro th e r— some­
tim es tw o— are m issing, and m any fam ilies  
can po in t to  th e ir  beloved ones who are s t i l l  
in  the prisons and concentra tion camps and 
have become old, g ra y  and a ilin g  there. 
So lives the “ H ew envo lk ”  w ith  wh ich the 
Nazis have “ blessed”  us.

The w o rld  does no t know  how the “ H e r- 
renvo lk ”  lives under the N azi regim e. B u t 
when we te ll o f ou r su ffe rings , we arc ask­
ed: “ W hy don’t  you re v o lt? ”  A ccord ing to 
the opinions o f the po litic ian s  in  the dem­
ocra tic  countries, i t  fo llow s th a t i f  we do 
not revo lt, i t  indicates we are satisfied w ith  
the N azi reg im e. Thus, an u n tru th  is tu rn ­
ed in to  a tru th , and vice versa. A nd  th a t 
is called freedom  o f speech and press.

The W e im a r C ons ti tu t ion
So reason also our p o lit ic a l em igran ts in 

the dem ocratic countries, who urge us, by 
radio, to re v o lt and renew the W eim ar Con­
s titu tio n . Maybe they w ould lik e  to  see the 
W eim ar C onstitu tion  reestablished— no t 
we! They, who were the  grave-d iggers o f 
the German Republic, ca ll upon us to  re ­
surrect the corpse. L u c k ily , they  have few  
adherents. The adherents they do have are 
as old as they, and, like  th e ir  adherents, 
arc in  th e ir  declin ing  years. B u t  those who 
are s t i l l  “ ve ry  much a live ,”  are no t eager 
to see the  W e im ar C onstitu tion  revived. 
And we arc no t alone. O ur Polish and Jew ­
ish comrades in  Poland do no t w ish  to  see 
th e ir  repub lic  resurrected, e ither.

I  have m yse lf been in Poland and have 
ta lked w ith  responsible Polish Socialists, 
members o f the Jew ish Bund, and T ro ts k y ­
ists. How  I  obtained these connections, I  
sha ll o m it te ll in g  in  th is  le tte r. I  assure 
you, however, th a t they  have no association 
w ith  the Polish G overnm ent-in -E xile , in 
London.

The Polish Socialists, Bund members, and 
T ro tsky is ts  w o rk  under ve ry  d if f ic u lt  con­
d itions. T h e ir  w o rk  is connected w ith  grave 
danger, b u t death does no t f r ig h te n  them . 
And rem em ber th a t our Polish comrades 
are being .pursued— not on ly  by the Ges­
tapo, b u t also by the Polish agents who are 
in  the service o f the Gestapo . . .

The w a r did n o t come unexpectedly fo r  
Russia. In  A p r i l  1941, we had a lready in ­
form ed the Soviet Embassy in  B e rlin  th a t 
the German W a r Council had mapped plans 
to a ttack  Russia. In  M ay 1941, we in fo rm ­
ed the Soviet Embassy as to  wh ich m il ita ry  
Units have been hu rled  on the Eastern 
fro n t. On the  day Russia was attacked, 
we issued a proc lam ation to  the German 
people, in  w h ich  we condemned the war.

H o w  The  U n d e rg ro u n d  F unc t ions
We ra re ly  em ploy w r it te n  a g ita tio n  and 

propaganda, since we w a n t to avoid arrests 
o f our comrades. F o r th a t reason, we arc 
conducting verbal a g ita tio n  and propa­
ganda in  the fac to ries , a t m eetings o f H i t ­
le r ’s Labor F ro n t, and on excursions. To 
describe the group w o rk  and the m anner 
in wh ich the com plicated w o rk  is conducted 
would necessitate a complete volume, and I 
sha ll the re fo re  o m it it .  Despite o u r lack 
o f w r itte n  propaganda, we s t i l l  succeed in 
reaching the masses. W e even reach the 
very  discontented m iddle class. N a tu ra lly , 
th is  demands caution, and we have le a rn ­
ed th a t tho rough ly .

The N azis understand ou r w o rk  and they

em ploy every means to  h ind e r us. Thus, 
fo r  example, they compel the  w orkers  to  
lis ten  to the N az i rad io  propagandists. 
The teachers ve ry  o ften  ask the ch ild ren in 
th e ir  classes w hethe r the  parents have lis ­
tened to th is  o r th a t N az i rad io  speaker. 
The agents o f the  N az i Labo r F ro n t in the 
fac to ries  ask the w orkers w hethe r the y  have 
heard th is  o r th a t  speaker. T h is  is being 
done so th a t the w o rkers  should rem a in  a t 
home and n o t meet th e ir  comrades over a 
glass o f beer. O ur comrades, however, find 
a w ay out, fo r  when a w o rke r goes to  have 
a d rin k  o f beer and meet h is comrades, his 
w ife  rem ains a t home and lis tens to  the 
rad io . W hen the comrade re tu rn s  home, his 
w ife  conveys to  h im  the g is t o f the N azi 
speech, so th a t he can know  w h a t to  re p ly  
to  the Labo r F ro n t agent in  the p lan t.

W ere i t  possible fo r  the T h ird  Reich to 
do w ith o u t sk illed  labor, the N azis would 
have to  bu ild  new prisons and concentra­
tion  camps. B u t in  v ie w  o f the fa c t th a t 
such w orkers are o ften  indispensable, many 
s tr ic t  regu la tions are overlooked. Because 
o f th is , a la rge  num ber o f p o lit ic a l p rison­
ers have been released fro m  the ja ils  and 
concentra tion camps, because there is u r ­
gent need fo r  them.

This is the rea l G erm any— con tra ry  to 
the op in ion o f  professors and scholars th a t 
H it le r  expresses the  sentim ents, though ts 
and asp ira tions o f the  German nation . We 
read a ll these “ sc ie n tific ”  treatises o f the 
professors and scholars o f the dem ocratic 
countries who base th e ir  views on F ichte, 
Nietzsche, Hegel. W e can, however, assure 
the “ sc ientis ts”  o f B r ita in  and the U n ited  
States th a t the y  do no t know  F ich te , Hegel 
and Nietzsche. Don’t  these scholars rea lize 
th a t, advancing such contentions, the y  are 
under the in fluence o f the N azis? Don’t  
the y  rea lize, in d ire c tly , they preach N azi 
theories o f h igh e r race and chosen peoples ? 
T h e ir contention th a t Nazism  is the expres­
sion o f the German s p ir it  is ju s t  as true  
as the N az i a rgum en t th a t Roosevelt ex­
presses the s p ir it  o f  N o rth  Am erican gang­
sterism . H it le r  expresses the s p ir it  o f the 
German finance and in d u s tr ia l band its who 
w an t to  change the w o rld  fo r  th e ir  own 
p o lit ic a l purposes; the F ueh rer does not 
express the s p ir i t  o f the  German people.

W/ ho Is Responsib le  F o r  H i t le r?
I f ,  however, these scholars would have 

been acquainted w ith  M a rx is t m ethodology, 
the y  would have had to  conclude th a t i t  
was n o t the German people— but, ra the r, 
German and w o rld  cap ita lism — th a t b rough t 
Nazism  in to  being . . .

I  have sidetracked a l i t t le  fro m  m y 
theme, b u t I  tru s t,  m y old comrade, th a t 
you w i l l  no t accuse me o f German na tio n a l­
ism. I  am as much a German n a tio n a lis t 
as you— and o ther in te rna tiona lis ts . I t  
hu rts , however, when one hu rls  fa lse ac­
cusations aga inst a na tion  w h ich  has, w ith ­
ou t t r ia l ,  been condemned to  hard labor. 
These scholars should have accused the cap­
ita lis ts  o f th e ir  own countries who invested 
b illions o f do lla rs in  German w a r indus­
tr ies— b u t n o t the  German na tion  which 
lias been betrayed by everyone: Social-De­
m ocrats, libe ra ls , democrats, Catholics, 
Com m unists (S ta lin is ts ).

Should the w a r today lose its  im p e ria lis t 
character, the German1 people w il l  answer 
th a t i t  regards its e lf— not as a “ H erren- 
v o lk ”  (m aste r people). To act now, means 
g iv in g  support to  B r it is h  im peria lism . This 
we sha ll never do. As long  as the w a r lead­
ers o f the dem ocratic countries w i l l  employ 
fine phrases, ra th e r than fine deeds, we w il l  
w a it u n t il a ll arm ies w i l l  collapse— and 
they w i l l  collapse! However, as soon as 
the w a r w i l l  be tu rned in to  a w a r fo r  rea l 
freedom, we w i l l  act. T rue, we w i l l  no t 
make a revo lu tion , because we cannot; bu t 
we w il l  para lyze the N az i w a r in d u s try  
much m ore e ffe c tive ly  than tens o f tho u ­
sands o f bombers. F o r th a t purpose we are 
organized, prepared— and w a itin g .

Britain Since The A ir  Raids
An American Visitor Describes Resurgence 
Of the British Working Class Movement

By L. LAW RENCE
(The author of this article has recently returned from England, 

where for many weeks he had the opportunity to observe conditions 
among the workers at first hand, and to have discussions with 
various trade union and political leaders and rank-and-file workers. 
In  this article he reports some of the things he learned about work­
ing standards and strike struggles. In a future issue of TH E  
M IL IT A N T  he will write about the political organizations and 
tendencies of the British working class. -— T H E  EDITOR.)

A tour of England reveals ® 
first of all the horrible disasters
caused by the air raids of May 
1941. Whole sections of L iver­
pool and London lie in ruins. 
Under these ruins still remain 
many uncovered bodies. On the 
streets one always sees the d i­
rect victims of the blitzes. 
M issing legs, the b lind  and a ll 
types o f cripp les. The govern­
m ent never p rin ted  the figu res  
o f k illed  and wounded in the a ir  
raids. I  was not surprised, the re ­
fo re , to  observe ve ry  l i t t le  en­
thusiasm  fo r  the recent ra ids over 
G erm any am ong the B r it is h

workers, despite th e ir  desire to 
defeat H itle r . The average w o rk ­
er remembers too w e ll h is own 
fa m ily  te rro rs  d u rin g  the n igh ts  
o f la s t year.

M any’s the fa m ily  th a t has a l­
ready lo s t a son o r husband in 
the w a r aga inst the A x is , th a t 
has had someone wounded o r has 
heard o f a dear one captured as 
a p risoner o f w a r. Rom m el’s re ­
cent advance in to  E g y p t m ust 
have created the deepest anx ie ty  
in the hearts o f the people o f 
B r ita in , fo r  i t  is to  E g y p t th a t 
m any o f the  d ra fte d  lads have 
been sent.

The fu l l  e ffects on the w o rk in g  
people o f close, to three years o f 
im p e ria lis t w a r are evidenced 
everywhere. The w o rk in g  class 
works long  hours and fu l l  weeks 
under a reg im ented in d u s tr ia l 
set-up, in c lud in g  the Essentia l 
W orks O rder w h ich has even en­
croached on th e ir  “ dem ocratic”  
r ig h t  to  choose th e ir  own ex­
p lo ite r.

The condition o f women in in ­
du s try  is no b e tte r than th a t o f 
the men. They are, lik e  the men, 
subject to com pulsory placement 
in in d u s try ; s ingle women w ith ­
out jobs are no t on ly  deprived o f 
any dole due them, b u t are given 
e ither the choice o f ce rta in  jobs 
or legal prosecution. Those w o­
men who refuse the jobs offered 
them —  usu a lly  because the jobs 
consist o f a te r r if ic  7 day a week 
g rind  in a m un itions fa c to ry  or 
because the place o f occupation 
is hundreds o f m iles away fro m  
home —  fin d  th a t to avoid prose­
cution they  m ust jo in  the armed 
forces, th a t is, the se m i-m ilita ry  
and near m il i ta ry  forces o f w o­
men.

Prices are sky-h igh  in  E n g ­

land. F ru its  and vegetables are 
luxuries.

C A P IT A L IS T
M IS M A N A G E M E N T

The g la r in g  fa ilu re s  and in ­
adequacies o f the B r it is h  ca p ita l­
ists to  organize production fo r  
the w a r stand ou t above a ll else 
in  the eyes o f the w orkers.

T h roughou t the cou n try  the 
w o rk in g  class comes face to  face 
w ith  id le in du s try . Receiving 
p ro fits  on the basis o f 10% above 
cost, the cap ita lis ts  in  m any in ­
stances le t the w orkers  stand id le 
fo r days w ith  the continuous pay­
ro ll charts  being included in th e ir  
bookkeeping accounts w ith  the 
governm ent. In  L ive rpoo l, fo r  
example, th is  was a frequ en t 
com pla in t I  found voiced by 
sh ipyard  w orkers.

C a p ita lis t m anagem ent o f in ­
dus try  in  E ngland develops no 
in it ia t iv e  in  the w orkers. The 
regim ented, com pulsory set-up in 
E ngland disregards the w o rke rs ’ 
standards, r ig h ts  and conditions 
o f labor.

COM M ON C O M P LA IN T S
In  the m ost im p o rta n t Royal

Ordnance fac to ries  in  England, 
in N o ttingham , the government, 
owners, cooperating w ith  p riva te  
indus try , have attem pted to c a rry  
ou t com pulsory trans fe rs  o f s k i l l­
ed men. No a tte m p t is made to  
ga in  the consent o f the w orkers 
involved who are taken fro m  th e ir  
homes hundreds o f m iles away, 
to live  under the m ost d isorgan­
ized and haphazard conditions, 
etc.

In  the mines are g la r in g  exam ­
ples o f d isregard fo r  hum an li fe  
and safe ty. P hysica l hazards in  
the mines are g rea te r than ever 
before,th is fr ie n d  I  spoke o f above 
explained to  me.

A  common com pla in t o f the 
m iners is aga inst the ch ise ling  
w e igh ing  set-up whereby the 
workers are gypped hv the m an­
agers a t the w e igh ing  scale.

W o rk in g  long hours, w ith  
sho rt lunch periods, the w orkers 
are forced to eat a t the fa c to ry  
canteens. These food holes are 
to ta lly  inadequate, f i l th y ,  neglec­
ted, showing’ a complete non-con­
cern on the p a rt o f the  bosses 
fo r  the w orkers.

B u t the w orkers  o f the B r i t ­
ish Isles have no t been sleeping. 
They have s truck  hack in defense 
o f th e ir  r ig h ts . Even before the 
w a r they had pow erfu l unions 
and w ith  the development o f the 
w ar th e ir  class in s tin c t to  f ig h t

hack has become m ore sha rp ly  
expressed. In  the fac to ries  a l­
m ost a ll the organized w orkers 
have revived the  shop stewards 
movement. Bound by  a no -s trike  
agreem ent w h ich  the trade union 
bureaucracy has made w ith  the 
governm ent and the em ployers, 
the w orkers  look to  the  shop 
stewards, th e ir  im m edia te rep re ­
sentatives on the  job, to  help 
them  settle  grievances w ith  the 
management.

R E C E N T S T R IK E S
P a rtic u la r ly  since the  s ta r t  of 

th is  year, the w orkers have been 
forced to  ca ll “ il le g a l”  strikes, 
unsanctioned and usu a lly  de­
nounced by the trade  union bu­
reaucracy. M any shop stewards 
in these cases, having a lega l s ta­
tus, bu t be ing close to  the  mass­
es as aga inst the fa r-a w a y  b u r­
eaucrats, have e ith e r stepped 
aside and given passive consent 
to s tr ik e  o r found themselves d is­
credited among the w orkers.

T h is  sp ring  has seen a s tr ike  
movement o f sizeable s treng th , 
and a ll o f i t  " i l le g a l,”  am ong the 
m iners, dockers, shipbuilders, 
m achin ists, R o y a l  Ordnance 
w orkers, etc.

In  N o ttin gh am , in  the M id ­
lands, in the m ost im p o rta n t 
Royal Ordnance F ac to ry  D is tr ic t  
in  the  country , the w orkers  re ­
cen tly  w en t ou t on s tr ik e  aga inst

We Support The 
Struggle Of China

.' LU— . . By M. M O RRISO N ■ :

Serious people assuming to be ita lis ts  who do not w ant to give
M arx is ts  never re ject or m od ify  the fo re ign  cap ita lis ts  too large
a po licy long adhered to by the a share of the pro fits  and who
revo lu tiona ry  M arx is t movement w ant to see the productive forces
w ith o u t saying so in  so m any of China grow, Chiang Kai-shek
words and fu rn is h in g  reasons leads the strugg le  against the
fo r re jection  or m odification. Japanese im peria lis ts . M arxists
W ould any one, fo r instance, support th a t struggle. Repres-
k n o d in g  w hat he is ta lk in g  en ting  the same capita lists,
about and ta k in g  h im se lf and Chiang Kai-shek suppresses a ll
others seriously, reject or m od ify  organizations of w orkers and is
tlie  Le n in is t theory of tlie  party , ready to mow down tens of
w ith o u t c learly  saying so and thousands of workers to guar­
g iv in g  his reasons fo r it?  nntee the ru le  of the cap ita lis is.

In  his a rtic le  on “ China in  M arx is ts  call upon tlie  Chinese
the W orld* W ar”  published in  masses to destroy the regim e of
the June issue of New Interna-  Chiang Kai-shek.
t ional ns an answer to Comrade * * *
W r ig h t ’s a rtic le  on China pub- Such was tlie  a ttitu d e  o f the 
lished in  the A p r i l issue of T ro tsky is ts  before Pearl H arbor
f o u r t h  Internat ional,  Max and sucli is s t i l l  ou r a ttitude .
Shachtman re jec ts  o r a t least Shaclitm an had the same a l : i-
modifies, the colon ia l po licy fol- tude p r io r  to Pearl H a rbo r but
lowed by a ll revo lu tiona ry  M arx- now he has changed. He no
ists since i t  was form ulated by longer supports the struggle of
Len in  —  and he does th is  w ith - the Chinese against the  Japan-
out so much as a suggestion ese im p e ria lis ts  and in  exp la in-
th a t lie has revised tha t policy. in g  his change o f po licy in  his
Is  i t  possible th a t Shachtman a rtic le  mentioned above he has
is unaware of the fact th a t he in  effect rejected the colonial
has revised the colonial po licy  po licy fo llow ed by revo lu tiona ry
adopted by the  C om m unist In -  M arx is ts  since i t  was firs t form -
te rna tiona l in  the days when i t  ulated by Lenin,
was headed by Len in  and T ro t- S liachtm an’s general proposi- 
sky? T ha t is d iff ic u lt  to believe. tion  is th a t i t  is not permissible.

I t  is  of course, not to be con- to support t lie  strugg le o f a co­
tended tha t a po licy should not lo n ia l or sem i-colonial na tion  11-
be revised because i t  was form - ga inst an im p e ria lis t na tion  th a t
ulated bv M arx o r Engels or is involved in  a w a r w ith  an-
Len in  or T ro tsky. R evolution- o ther im p e ria lis t na tion , so long
a ry  M arx is ts  are no t b lind  fol- as the colonial na tion  is under
lowers. I f  one is convinced th a t the con tro l of the cap ita lis t
a certa in  idea- or po licy advo- class. When Japan was not sit
cated by any of the great social- w a r o ff ic ia lly  w ith  the U n ited
is t teachers is wrong, then i t  States and Great B r ita in , i t  was
is h is du ty  to say so. R u t he correct to support China bu t it
m ust say so openly and present became incorrect to do so as
his reasons. A ny  other course is soon as fig h tin g  began between
dishonest and com pletely la ck ing  Japan and the U n ited  States and
in  seriousness. Great B r ita in . Shachtm an’s

4 * ... conclusion constitutes a rejec-
tion  of the colon ia l po licy of The strugg le of a colonial or .

, . . , revo lu tiona ry  M arxism  becausesemi-colonial people against an \
im p e ria lis t na tion  Is supported a‘; did any one recog.
bv revo lu tiona ry  M a rx is ts  be- as a"  a« h o r.ty  by revo-

. . .  . .. lu tio n a rv  M arx is ts  make anycause i t  is m  tlie  firs t place a. . . ,, .. c la im  th a t t lie  po licy of support-blow at im peria lism , the most . . 1 J . . . .
, » m g a colon ia l or semi-colonialreactionary phenomenon of out . . . ., ,

, . , „ ,_. . na tion  against an im p e ria lis t op­tim e. A  v ic to ry  of a colon ia l or 7 , *
, . , pressor s applicable on ly  whensemi-colonial na tion also per- ' . V  „ ,

there is no im p e ria lis t w a r go- m its  the development of the pro- . ' , . ,. .
, .. „ ................. . n ig  011 or when the im p eria lis tductive iorcos of that, nation. . . '
. . , , , , „ oppressor against whom the co-Im p e n a lis t ru le  retards such a ** .. . . . .. , , . ,,, lo n ia l na tion is s trugg ling  is a ldevelopment because it. is not in  . . . . .

. , , . .. . peace w ith  a ll o ther im peria lis tthe in terests of the im peria lis ts
to-develop the productive forces lia  0nS' .

. , , , , T ha t Shachtman is aware ofo f a backward country. And tlie  . . . . . . . . .  , ,. . .  0 ___ . . . to_ the fact th a t he lias, so to speak.r ig h t  of every people to deter- . ’ .
v . . .  . . advised the colonial peoples notm ine t l ie ir  own fate is a demo- . . .. .

,. . , , , ______ to figh t against a il im p eria lis tc ra tic  r ig l i t  always supported by 0 , ‘ ,
M arx is ts  unless i t  con flic ts  w ith  d u rin g  an im p e ria lis t
the in terests of the pro le ta rian  w a r a evidenced by the  question 

, .. w h ich he h im se lf asks: Is  there
revo lu t,on - , . . then no fu tu re  fo r  China’s

I t  fo llow s that M arx is ts  sup- s tn lgg le  against im peria lism ? Is 
po rt a colon ia l strugg le against (hp 8 tn iggIe fo r  f l .ecdom of the 
im p e ria lism  even i f  i t  w  led by colon ia l COMntrleB and peoples in  
the colon ia l cap ita lis ts . I t  is  o general a hopeless one, at least
course tru e  th a t the colon ia l w h iIe  thc W orld  W ar is on?”
bourgeoisie is incapable of wag- And he procecds t0 answer
ing  the strugg le ak a v ic to rious  j s „ ni PSS t i le p ro le ta ria t
w o rk in g  class would conduct it .  asgumes powcr in  Ule colonies. 
The interests of the colonial cap- B u t (he essenoe o f the colonial 
ita lis ts  are to a large extent tied  po llcy  of revo lu tiona ry  M arx ism  
up w ith  the im p e ria lis t w orld . ls  to 8upport the s trugg ie of
W h ile  they are interested in  ob- (]l0  C0i 0n ia l people against an
ta in in g  freedom fo r t l ie ir  own im p e ria lis t oppressor e v e n
country  because th a t would give though , t  is , ed bv the bourge.
them a la rge r share in  the pro- oisip and w itb o u t m a k in g a lly
fits  derived from  exp lo iting  exception d u rin g  a period when
th e ir  own w o rk in g  masses, they an im p e rla lis t w a r is rag ing,
are a t the same tim e interested shachtm an considers a colonial
in  preserving the cap ita lis t sys- strugg le d u rin g  an im p e ria lis t
tern, a factor w h ich  m ust nee- w ar as a bope!ess one. T o th a t
essa rily  make th e ir  s tru g g le  a- wp can on ly  give Le n in .s answer
gainst the im p e ria lis t oppressor (o a s im i!a r argum ent: a liope-

. less effectixe, and m aking a he- ]esg struggle is s t i l l  a struggle, 
tra ya l o f th a t s trugg le on the shachtm an’s advice to the co­
pa rt o f the cap ita lis ts  \e ry  prob- lon ia l peoples am ounts to th is : 
able- do not struggle against you r im-

U nderstanding the weaknesses p e ria lis t oppressor w h ile  he ls
of the colonial bourgeosie, M arx- a t w a r w ith  a n o t h e r  im -
ists do not give a colonial hour- p e ria lis t oppressor. F ou rth  In-
geois governm ent po litica l sup- te rna tiona lis ts  say to the colo-
po rt even w h ile  i t  is  involved in  n ia l peoples: fo llow  the advice
a w a r against an im p e ria lis t op- o f Len in  and T ro ts k y  who said
pressor. They continue to strug- th a t the tim e  when you r impe-
gle against the cap ita lis t govern- r ia l is t  oppressor is involved in
m ent at the same tim e  tha t they a w a r w ith  a r iv a l im p e ria lis t
support the strugg le against the na tion  is the b e s t  t i m e
im peria lis ts .. The independence fo r  you to revo lt. L e n in ’s aiid
o f the w o rk in g  class m ust be T ro tsky ’s advice to the colonial
re ta ined under a ll cireum - peoples was to take advantage
stances. o f the d iff ic u lt ie s  created by w a r

T hat Chiang Kai-shek is a in order to th ro w  o ff the chains
reactionary of the w ors t type is o f im p e r ia lis t oppression,
an old story. H is  b ru ta lity  is T h is  is not to say tha t revohi- 
no less than th a t of H itle r . I t  t io n a ry  M arx is ts  support a ll co-
so happens, however, th a t he is lo n ia l na tions when th e ir  gov-
the head of a sem i-colonial na- ornm ents declare w a r aga ins t an
tio n  s trugg ling  against an im - im p e ria lis t country. M arx is ts
p e ria lis t oppressor w h ile  H it le r  know  no such general ru le . The
is a t the head of an im p e ria lis t conditions de te rm in ing  whether
nation fig h tin g  to gain contro l o r not they support a colonial
o f other nations. na tion w il l  be discussed next

Representing the Chinese cap- week.

the com pulsory tra n s fe r o f s k i l l­
ed men.

The Durham  m ine rs ’ s tr ik e  a t 
the border line  between Scotland 
and Eng land was called to  p ro ­
tes t the fo rc ib le  sending o f 2 
young lads in to  the mines.

The B etteshanger s tr ik e  o f 
m iners a t the southeastern-m ost 
t ip  o f Eng land was called to  de­
mand th a t  the bosses liv e  up to  
the m in im um  wage agreements. 
The leaders o f the s tr ik e  were im  
prisoned under the  ru lin g s  o f the 
Essen tia l W orks O rder. Th is 
group o f m iners, who had w o rk ­
ed s tead ily  under the severe 
bom bings o f 1941, fo u g h t a heroic

ba ttle , freed th e ir  leaders, and 
won th e ir  demands.

The B lackba ll m iners in n o rth ­
western E ng land had a s tr ik e  a 
num ber o f m onths ago aga inst 
the w e igh in g  set-up m entioned 
p rev iously . In  B irkenhead, an im ­
p o rta n t docking center across the 
r iv e r  fro m  L iverpoo l, the re  were 
recen tly  v ic to rious  s tr ik e  s tru g ­
gles in vo lv in g  overtim e pay.

W hen one remembers th a t 
s trikes , and “ ille g a l”  s trikes  a t 
th a t, are called on ly  as a la s t 
reso rt by .th e  w orkers , one can 
ge t a p ic tu re  o f how deep the un ­
de rcu rren t o f resentm ent in  B r i t ­
a in  has become.

— B y A lb e r t P a rk e r -

D u rin g  the- last year the Com- tlio  S ta lin is ts  and why and how
num ist P arty has done a lot to they change th e ir  line  on vavi-
d iscred it itse lf among the Negro ons Questions,
people. Once looked upon as un- _  ■. . n
com prom ising fighters against S t O l i n i S t S  frO D G
J im  Crowism, the S ta lin is ts  1 i f *  . . ( . . I
have repelled many of the No- More Careful
groes who looked to them fo r ** means is that they ate
leadership by th e ir  a ttacks on " o inS to be more carefu l about
the March-onAV ashing ton move- 7l0lr t,ley <'a rry  out t ' le ‘ r line, 
ment, th e ir  ro le in  the W a lle r They nre 0° '»«  tn sPeak u 1itlle
case, th e ir  calls fo r ‘'na tiona l d if fe re n t ly ,  but they  are go ing  to
u n ity "  w ith  the enemies of la- uc’t the same. ( I f  you read th e ir
hor and the Negroes, etc. I t  is W Per care fu lly , you w i l l  find
even reported th a t members of already tlie v  are speaking a
the Communist P arty  both rank- l i t t le  d iffe re n tly ). A ll  Browder 
and-tlle and prom inen t figures. ^°*<* them was that the way they 
have become so disgusted w ith  are ca rry in g  out the present line  
its  policies on th is  question, tha t ' s stup id because i t  unnecessa- 
thev are dropp ing out in  large >'l lv  alienates some Negroes by 
numbers em phasizing too much the un ­

popu lar aspects o f the S ta lin is t
Browder Speaks position

w , To understand th is, you have
A t any rate the S ta lin is t on ly to read again and study

leadership considers the s itua - tiiat. j.py gen(ence ;n ],;s speech:
tio n  has become so serious “ We consider i t  necessary to fiud
tha t it  was fe lt necessary fo r im m cdiate remedies to the
l.n r l B rowder in his speech at grievances of the Negroes, in  a
Madison Square Garden on w i l l  hel,K not h inde r,
Ju ly  2 t lie  fust public fjl(, prosecution of the
speecli lie lias made since his ,j(.a r ..
release from  prison - - to de- The qUest(on ;s: H o w  can the 
vote about an e igh th  o f h.s Xegroes ga in th e ir  righ ts?  We
le m arks  to it .  say. and t lio  S ta lin is ts  used to
Yes. said Browder, the S talin- sav, they can gain t l ie ir  r igh ts  

is t have "declared fo r the un- on ly  hv f ig h t in g  fo r  them. We 
cond itiona l subord ination of a ll say tha t there is no other way. 
issues to tha t one issue of w in - A re B rowder and the S ta lin is ts  
n ing  the w ar." But. he conti- in  favo r of th is  course? B y th e ir  
nuod, “ it does not mean, as some fa ilu re  to say tha t they are, we 
persons have charged, th a t we can see tha t they are not. 
advocate tha t a ll redress of F o r i f  the Negro people put 
grievances should be postponed up an a ll-ou t fight, m ig h t tha t 
u n t il the w ar is won. A typ ica l not perhaps “ h in d e r" the war, 
and pressing demand fo r redress “ h inde r" the “ national u n ity ” 
of grievances is tha t being made tha t the S ta lin is ts  demand, 
by Negro citizens fo r the re- “ h ind e r" a tten tion  to other 
m oval of d isab ilities  and disen- questions w h ich  the S ta lin is ts  
m inations which have long de- consider more im portan t?  Obvi- 
nied th e ir  fu l l  r ig h ts  under the ously; and tha t is w hy the Sta- 
C onstitu tion. The Com m unist lin is fs  are opposed to those Ne- 
P a rty  supports these demands of groes who say th a t th e ir  job is 
the Negro people uncond itiona l- to f igh t fo r dem ocratic r ig h ts  at 
ly, and we declare th a t they home now.
must be granted now, a t once — o f  course the S ta lin is ts  are in 
precisely in  the in terests of na- favor o f “ redressing" grievances 
tio n a l un ity , of u t il iz in g  every _  but. on ly  in  such a way ns to 
productive force, fo r w in n in g  “ he lp" the war. That is. they 
the war. Support fo r the w ar th in k  the Negro people should 
requires support fo r  the de- keep a sk ing  fo r “ redress”  —  and
mands of Ihe Negro people, and then leave the m atte r up to the
not silence on these demands or adm in is tra tion  which the S ta lin- 
th e ir  denia l.”  ists c la im  "has proved its  sin-

r / . ,  . - - .  . - cere desire to w o rk  in  this, d i­
l l  S A ll a Little  rec tion ." T h a t  is. leave i t  up  to

Misunderstandina" a n  w M c h  has ah3 rea i lg  so m an y  t imes shown that
Then B row der went on to deny ,7 (]oes ,w t in tend  to g ra n t  any­

th? charge of the 'Sew S o rk  Age th in g  to the Xegrocs w h ich  the
tha t the S ta lin is ts  had stopped Me’groes don 't  fo rce them  hy
figh ting  fo r the in terests o f lh e  mass ac t ion  and pressure to
Negro people, and to say tha t its  g ran t
charges “ can arise on ly from  a C erta in ly , says Browder, the 
m isunderstanding. S ta lin is ts  support “ the demands

" \ \ c  consider it necessary, he 0f  (]le Negro people unconditiou- 
w ent on, to find im m ediate rem a lly , and wo declare th a t they 
edies to the grievances of the must, be granted now. a t once.”  
Negroes, in  a way th a t w i l l  help, B ut they do not. f ig h t fo r  these 
not hinder, the successful prose- demands, n o r  organ ize  the S'e- 
cution of t iie  war. This is qu ite groes to f igh t  f o r  them. A nd  
possible, since the Negroes are t7lat is th e 'd e c is ive  question.  
overw he lm ing ly  suppo rting  the
war, and tbo ad m in is tra tion  has Speech Changed: 
proved its  sincere desire to . . , .
w o rk  in th is  d irec tio n ." A C t lO I I S  t l i e  J Q H IG  !

Browder then concluded his In  the com ing struggles fo r 
rem arks by addressing an un- Negro righ ts , w h ich  are much 
m istakable w a rn ing  to die sec- closer than most workers rea- 
ondary leadership of tlie  S talin- lize, the Negro masses are going 
ists, who have on ly been fo llo w - to judge the S ta lin is ts , and all 
in g  out the line  la id  down on other po litica l forces, by wbat 
th is  question by the top C. P. they do as w e ll as w hat they say. 
bureaucrats: “ No, there is not T liev  w i l l  re ject the S ta lin is t 
the s lightest reason fo r misun- policies, despite th e ir  a r tfu l 
derstand ing between any Negro phrases and cunning verbal de­
leaders and the Communists be- c la ra tions o f 'support — and 
cause of our support of the w a r: they w il l  do th is, we are certain, 
and we should give no opportu- not on any basis of any "m isun- 
n ity  fo r  doubtfu l forces to specu- derstanding”  bu t because they 
la te  w ith  m isunderstandings.”  w i l l  rea lize th a t th e ir  one in - 

Does th is  mean tha t now the terests have absolutely no th ing 
S ta lin is ts  w i l l  change th e ir  line  in  common w ith  the in terests of 
on the Negro struggle? i f  you the K re m lin  which the S ta lin is ts  
th in k  so, then you don’t  know support.
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JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. M il i ta ry  tra in in g  o f  w o rke rs , financed 

by  the  gove rn m e n t, b u t u n d e r c o n tro l 
o f  the  trade  un ion s . S pecia l o ff ic e rs ’ 
t ra in in g  camps, financed  b y  the  gov­
e rn m e n t b u t c o n tro lle d  by the  tra de  
un ions , to  t ra in  w o rke rs  to  becom e 
o ffic e rs .

2 . T ra d e  u n io n  wages fo r  a ll w o rke rs  
d ra fte d  in to  the  a rm y .

3 . F u ll e q u a lity  f o r  Negroes in  the  a rm ed 
fo rces  and the  w ar in d u s tr ie s— D ow n 
w ith  J im  C row ism  everyw here .

4 . C on fisca tion  o f  a ll w a r p ro fits . E x p ro ­
p r ia t io n  o f  a ll w a r in d u s tr ie s  and th e ir  
o p e ra tio n  u n d e r w o rke rs ’ c o n tro l.

5 . F o r a r is in g  scale o f  wages to  m eet the  
r is in g  cost o f  l iv in g .

6 . W o rk e rs  Defense G uards against v ig ­
ila n te  and fasc is t attacks.

7. A n  Ind e pe n de n t L a b o r P a rty  based on  
the  T ra d e  U n ions .

8 . A  W o rk e rs ’ and F a rm ers ’ G ove rn ­
m en t.

W hat Latest Losses 
Mean For The USSR

The Red Army continues to suffer one major 
defeat after another. The Nazi armies have en­
circled the Donets basin; they have broken thru 
beyond the Don river and are w ithin striking 
distance of the central Volga region. The main 
communication lines with the Southern Front have 
already been cut. The threat to Rostov and the 
Caucasus is now an immediate one. thereby en­
dangering supplies of oil to all the Soviet armies.

Even should the threat to the Caucasus be avert­
ed. the latest Nazi successes have dealt terrible 
blows to the USSR. The areas the enemy has 
overrun or threatens directly to capture during 
the latest offensive contain not less than 25% of 
the key industries orig inally constructed under 
the Five Year Plans. In the first year of the war 
the Nazis captured not less than 40% of the total 
Soviet productive capacity. Should they retain 
their present hold on the newly conquered areas, 
they w ill have deprived the Red Army of approx­
imately two-thirds of the v ita l industries. Mate­
rial aid from England and the United States has 
not and cannot possibly plug the gap resulting 
from such terrible losses.

During the first year of the war, the Soviet 
Union was compelled to engage in struggle after 
losing two-fifths of its productive capacity. The 
first workers’ state is now confronted with the 
perspective of continuing its struggle with only 
one-third of its industries operating to supply the 
front and the rear. This is the desperate situation 
in which the USSR finds itself after a year of un­
precedented heroism, sacrifice and exertion. This 
is the ripe fru it of Stalin’s leadership.

Such an unequal struggle continued undei* the 
same leadership and with the same policies can 
lead only to the complete destruction of the Soviet 
Union.

But the whole point is that the Soviet Union 
possesses forces which by far outweigh any com­
bination of factors on the m ilita ry and economic 
planes. Once these forces were brought into play. 
H itler would find himself confronted with far 
greater contradictions and difficulties than any 
now confronting the Red Arm y and the Soviet 
masses. These forces can be summed up in a sin­
gle phrase: the methods and program of revolu­
tionary struggle, that is, those methods and that 
program which led to victory of the Bolsheviks 
under Lenin and Trotsky in  1917.

The greatest of all the crimes of Stalinism is 
the fact that it continues to deprive the Red sol­
diers and the Soviet Union of these unconquer­
able socialist weapons of struggle. An open strug­
gle for socialism under the banner of internation­
al solidarity is the only road left open to the 
USSR. Only in this way can the grave m ilita ry 
and economic losses already incurred be made 
good and the road to victory cleared.

The powers of the Soviet masses arc not in­
exhaustible. But despite the fearful losses, they 
still retain sufficient resources to turn the tide of 
battle, given the correct program and Leninist 
leadership.

France’s Struggle
General Charles De Gaulle received greetings 

on Bastille Day, July 14, from the statesmen of 
the “ democratic”  imperialist nations. The Stalin­
ists and Social-Democrats chimed into this hypo­
critical chorus of hosannas with their amens.

It is necessary to ask: Who is De Gaulle? What 
is his program?

De Gaulle is an outstanding French monarch­
ist. The Great French Revolution of 1789,- which 
began with the storming of the Bastille on July 
14, was fought to abolish monarchs and monarch­
ies. For a monarchist to receive greetings on Bas­
tille  Day is a piece of crude burlesque.

De Gaulle’s program is the advancement of 
French imperialism. He is the spokesman for 
that group of the French capitalist class who place 
their hopes on Allied victory for a return of at 
least a part of their former wealth.

On June 25, 1942 De Gaulle issued a declara­
tion in the name o f the Free French (since re­
named the Fighting French) in which he says 
the Free French stand for “ restoration of the com­
plete integrity of both our home country and the 
French empire."

In this statement we hear the plaint of a slave­
owner whose slaves have been highjacked from 
hint by other slave raiders. Previously the French 
capitalists were able to exploit not only the French 
workers but millions of inhabitants of the French 
colonies such as Syria, Algeria, Morocco, Central 
Africa, Indo-China and other areas. French im ­
perialism kept the masses of these sections in a 
condition of ultra-poverty; refused the colonies 
civil rights; crushed by prison and even execution 
the struggles of these colonial peoples to obtain 
their national independence from France.

Hitler, Mussolini and Hirohito have conquered 
many of these colonies and are now themselves op­
pressing them. De Gaulle wants French capitalism 
to regain these lost colonies. And the Stalinist 
and Social-Democratic leaders support this pro­
gram and this man!

This Bastille Day was the third the French peo­
ple commemorated under the Iron Heel of Hitler. 
The German General Staff forbade all observance 
of the day. W ith its slogan of Liberty, Fraternity 
and Equality the French Revolution is even today 
a challenge to fascism with its oppression, racial­
ism and bookburnings.

But when De Gaulle, representative of French 
capitalism, attempts to put on his shoulders the 
mantle of the French Revolution, even w ith the 
aid of his Stalinist and Social-Democratic valets, 
it obviously does not fit. The French Revolution 
was led by the rising capitalist class when it  was 
young and progressive; now capitalism is old and 
reactionary. Capitalism in 1789 brought technical 
and political advance in the form of industrial 
development and democracy. Now it  is reaction­
ary and can bring only fascism, war and imperial­
ism.

The French working class is not interested in 
restoring monarchists to power nor in helping the 
slaveholders to regain their slaves. It w jll carry 
on the traditions of the sans-culotte slormers of 
the Bastille by fighting against national oppres­
sion. fascism and imperialist war — for socialism 
and peace.

Tobin and Foster
There are tim es when d ic ta to rs  don’t  like  d ic ta to r­

ships. . . when i t  is somebody elsc’s!

Such is the case o f Danie l J. Tobin, d ic ta to r o f 
the In te rn a tio n a l B rotherhood o f Team sters who pub­
lished an o ffic ia l pronouncem ent p u rp o rtin g  to  g ive 
reasons fo r  the re fusa l o f the A F L  E xecu tive Coun­
c il to cooperate w ith  the Russian trade  unions.

D ic ta to r Tobin does no t charge the Soviet trade 
unions w ith  being rad ica l o r com m unistic, no r does 
he even rev ive  the old old bogeyman th a t the  Rus­
sians are in te r fe r in g  in  the in te rn a l a ffa irs  o f the 
A m erican labo r movement.

O bviously he could no t fre e ly  charge the Russian 
trade unions w ith  any o f these so-called crim es as 
i t  is a w e ll-know n fa c t th a t these unions are ne ithe r 
rad ica l no r com m unistic, and have under the ru le  
o f S ta lin  no t the s lig h te s t in te n tio n  o f g iv in g  any 
in sp ira tion  to the m il ita n t  ra n k  and f i le  w orkers  in  
the Am erican trade  unions.

“ The A F L ,”  says Tobin, “ w i l l  n o t cooperate w ith  
the Russian trade unions because i t  does n o t recog­
nize the  Russian trade  un ion m ovem ent as a free  
trade  un ion m ovem ent.”

Tobin is unquestionab ly r ig h t  in  every phase o f th is  
charge —  the leadership o f the S ta lin is t u ilions is 
bu reaucra tica lly  appointed and removed by h igher 
o ff ic ia ls ; the  ra n k  and f i le  has no voice e ith e r in  
fo rm u la tin g  po licy  o r in  choosing th e ir  own leaders.

Tobin has the d ir ty  hands o f a d ic ta to r —  and so 
have his associates, Hutch inson, W o ll and Co. I t  is 
a w e ll-know n fa c t th a t an opposition in  M r. T ob in ’s 
union has a s lig h t edge over the opposition in a 
Russian un ion : T ob in ’s boss, Roosevelt, can drag 
T ob in ’s opponents to  c o u rt on charges o f “ sed ition”  
as in the case o f the leaders o f M inneapolis team ­
sters Local 544-CIO. The Russian Tob in ’s boss, S ta­
lin , can do a ll the  th in gs  Roosevelt can —  and in 
addition he can have his opponents placed before a 
f ir in g  squad.

Before we leave th is  l i t t le  d ic ta to r ’s quarre l, we 
should n o t neglect the in d ig na tion  o f W illia m  Z. 
F oster who grows w ra th fu l a t the “ Russian unions 
being lectured on democracy”  by Tobin and Co. who 
“ prevent the ran k  and file  fro m  hav ing  p ra c tica lly  
an y th in g  w hateve r to say in  shaping the policies o f 
th e ir  unions and in  choosing th e ir  o ffic ia ls .”

B u t i t  is no t a secret th a t in  the o rgan iza tion  
known as the C om m unist P a rty , F oste r and Co. 
“ p reven t the ra n k  and f ile  fro m  hav ing  p ra c tic a lly  
an y th in g  w hateve r to  say in  shaping the policies 
and in  choosing th e ir  o ffic ia ls .”

I t ’s a nas ty  business when these sm a ll-tim e  d ic­
ta to rs  s p ill the beans about each other. There is 
th is  m uch to  be said fo r  them  in  th is  case. . . they 
do te l l  the t r u th  about each other.

Wallace Can’t Deliver 
A Quart Of Milk a Day
Unless the Working Class Intervenes, the Same System That 
Prevented It Before the W ar Will Prevent It After the War

By G RACE CARLSON
!n his now famous speech of May 8 before the Free World 

Association in New York, Vice-President Henry Wallace said, 
"H a lf in fun and half seriously, I said the other day to Madame 
L itv in o v : The  object of this war is to make sure that every­
body in the world has the privilege of drinking a quart of m ilk 
a day'."

W holly seriously, as the then Secretary of Agriculture,
W allace w ro te  in  (he fo rew ord  to  '• 
the 1939 Yearbook o f A g r ic u l­
ture, “ Fundam ental to  adequate 
tra in in g  and decent op p o rtu n ity  
is food. F i f ty  percent o f the peo­
ple o f the U n ited States do no t 
ge t enough in the way o f da iry  
products, f ru its  and vegetables to 
enable them  to  enjoy fu l l  v ig o r 
and health, and a la rge number 
o f them  do no t ge t enough be­
cause they cannot a ffo rd  i t . ”

F rom  the extensive data ga ther­
ed in  the Consumer Purchases 
s tud y  made by the United States 
Bureau of Home Economics and 
reported on in  the 3 939 Yearbook, 
the g la r in g  fact emerges th a t the 
United States, under the leader­
ship of the Wallaces and the Roo­
sevelts, did not even come close 
to the goal on m ilk-consum ption 
which W allace has now set fo r the 
en tire  post-war world.

O ne-th ird of a qu a rt was the 
average da ily  consum ption of 
adults and ch ild ren a like  in  the 
fam ilies  of employed c ity  w o rk ­
ers studied in  the survey. Em ­
ployed Negro workers in  southern 
c ities were able to supply on ly 
an average of a quart a week to

Even th is  20% increase in  m ilk  
production would not. give every 
Am erican the “ quart of m ilk  a 
day”  w h ich  not on ly W allace but 
t lie  in te rn a tio n a lly  famous n u tr i­
tion is t, Dr. E. V. McCollum, and 
other experts in  th is  field regard 
as essential. Only a p in t of m ilk  
a day would be available lo  the 
in d iv idu a l under th is  plan but 
even th is  inadequate am ount can­
not be purchased by the average 
poorly-paid Am erican w orker to ­
day.

P L A IN  D E M A G O G Y

As Secretary of A g ricu ltu re , 
W allace could no t find  the w ay to 
produce and d is tribu te  the neces­
sary amounts of n u tritio u s  foods 
to keep the w o rk in g  masses of 
li ie  United States well fed; as 
Vice-President, he is s im p ly p lay­
ing the role of a demagogue when 
lie promises to raise the standard 
o f l iv in g  o f the “ common m an”  
in every country on the face of

file  globe a fte r the end of th is  
war.

T hree -fou rths  o f the w o rld ’s 
2,000,000,000 people are il l- fe d  in 
norm al times, w ro te  Dr. M e rr ill 
K. Bennett of the Food Research 
In s titu te  of S tanford U n ive rs ity  
in a recent issue of the Geographi­
cal Review, Low-income levels are 
to blamo, fo r  the fact th a t from  
GO percent to 90 percent of the 
diets of so many m illio n s  o f E u­
ropean, A s ia tic  and A frica n  peo­
ples are made up of potatoes, 
breads and cereals, he reported. 
A rea lly  libe ra l diet, i t  is es tim at­
ed by experts, should contain only 
21% of these foods, w ith  the other 
79% coming from  the protective 
foods, m ilk , fresh fru its , etc. The 
Am erican diet, composed of cer­
eals, breads and potatoes to only 
about 30 to 40% is one of the best 
in  the world , Dr. Bennett m a in ­
tained.

B u t Hie existence of “ hidden 
hungers”  in  m illio n s  of Am erican 
inen, women and ch ild ren  is a 
well-substantiated and trag ic  fact. 
To e lim ina te  these widespread 
“ hidden hungers,”  v ita m in  defi­
ciencies, and m a ln u tr it io n , the 
Am erican w o rk ing  masses must 
learn (o depend, not on the dema­
gogic promises of cap ita lis t po l­
itic ians, lik e  H enry  Wallace, but 
on m ilita n t, independent working- 
class action.

d ie  members of th e ir  fam ilies. I t  
should be noted, th a t d ie  amount 
of da ily  m ilk  consumption repo rt­
ed on in  the Consumer Purchases 
Study included m ilk  in  a ll its  
forms, except b u tte r: whole m ilk , 
skim  m ilk , b u tte rm ilk , evaporated 
and condensed m ilk , cheese, cream 
and ice cream.

I f  fam ilies  on re lie f and the 
fam ilies  o f both w h ite  and Negro 
sharecroppers in  the south had 
been included in  th is  survey, the 
da ily  per-cap ita  consum ption o f 
m ilk  would have dropped down to  
on ly a t in y  fra c tio n  o f a q u a rt a 
day.

M. M orrison, in  his column 
dealing w ith  the W allace speech 
in the .Tune 27 M IL IT A N T , very 
po in ted ly  asked, “ W hat prevented 
anybody from  g iv ing  the masses 
a quart o r even a p in t of m ilk  a 
day before the w a r s tarted?”

W H A T  P R E V E N T E D  IT  
B E FO R E  T H E  W A R

The answer to th is  and lo all 
of the other questions which have 
been raised by those who see w ide­
spread w ant and hunger in  th is  
land of p len ty is th a t the cap ita l­
is t ru le rs  of Am erica cannot o r­
ganize the social system so as to 
provide p len ty  fo r a ll. W orkers 
do not receive high enough wages 
fo r th e ir  labor to enable them to 
buy enough m ilk , o r the other 
pro tective foods such as butte r, 
eggs, fresh meats, leafy green 
vegetables and fru its . ’I’ lio h igher 
the weekly wages of workers 
studied in  the Consumer Purcha­
ses Study, the h igher was the 
da ily  average consum ption of m ilk  
as w e ll as of other protective 
foods.

I t  is estimated by ag ricu ltu ra l 
experts th a t i f  every in d iv idu a l 
in  the U n ited States were liv in g  
or w hat governm ent n u tritio n is ts  
w r it in g  in  the yearbook call a 
"good d ie t”  that 30 to to m illio n  
more acres would be requfred to 
produce the additiona l food re­
quired. Such expansion would he 
a boon to fa rm ers, who cannot 
find m arkets fo r th e ir  crops in  
norm al times. TIazel Stiebcling, 
Senior Food Econom ist in  the 
Bureau o f Home Economics, es­
tim ates th a t the fo llo w in g  pe r­
centage increases o f these foods 
would be needed:

Percent increase
M ilk  .................................  20
B u tte r .............................  ir>
Tomatoes, c itru s  f r u i t . 70
Leafy, green and yellow

vegetables ................. 100
Eggs .................................  35

Puerto Rico Is  
Given An 
'After The W ar’Promise

(Continued fro m  page 1)
longer, he said, the f ir s t  election 
o f a governor w i l l  be postponed 
u n t il the close o f h o s tilit ie s .”

B u t the a d m in is tra tion  has 
also stated th a t Am erica  w i l l  
have to  police the w o rld  fo r  the 
next 100 years, and w on’t  naval 
bases be necessary fo r  th a t, 
together w ith  “ p o lit ic a l s ta b il­
ity ? ”  Y e t even i f  we assume th a t 
th is  prom ise is kept, i t  s t i l l  does 
no t mean freedom  fo r  Puerto 
Rico! N o th in g  has been said a- 
bout W a ll S tree t’s dom ination 
over Puerto R ico’s economic, ju d ­
ic ia l and educational systems.

PRO M ISES A N D  
PER FO R M A N C E S

The en tire  h is to ry  o f Am erican 
in te rven tion  in Puerto Rico belies 
the sweet prom ises o f the adm in­
is tra tio n . In  1898, when the U n i­
ted States seized the island, Gen­
era l Nelson A . M iles assured the 
Puerto Ricans th a t “ the people o f 
the U n ited  States come to p ro ­
mote you r p ro spe rity  and to  be­
stow on you the im m unities and 
blessings o f enlightened c iv iliz a ­
tio n .”

In  1929, the hey-day o f A m e r­
ican cap ita lism , there were 35,000 
cases o f tuberculosis, 200,000 
cases o f m alaria , and 600,000 
cases o f hookworm  among a pop­
u la tion  o f about m illio n
Puerto  Ricans. The General could 
not have m eant im m u n ity  from  
disease and hunger.

In  1938, p re -w ar boom year, 
the annual per cap ita  income on 
the island was $70. AVas th is  
w hat the General m eant by pros­
pe rity?

A ccord ing to  Jerome B. Cohen 
in  the October 1941 C U R R E N T  
H IS TO R Y , “ As la te  as 1936, 80 
percent o f the people were on one 
fo rm  o f re lie f o r another. The 
death ra te  fo r  T B  is the h ighest 
in the w o rld . 85% o f homes ( i f  
one may d ig n ify  them  w ith  such 
a te rm ) lack san ita ry  fa c ilit ie s  
o f any sort. D ysentery is w ide­
spread and in  many cases chro­
n ic .”  Is  th is  w ha t the General

THE APATHETIC EGYPTIANS
A n ed ito ria l rep rin ted  from  the N egro  weekly, “ P ittsbu rgh  

C ourie r” , o f Ju ly  11:
There are as many people in Egypt as there arc in New 

York and New Jersey combined, and more than there are 
in Canada or Argentina, and yet. wth Rommel half way to 
the Nile, it is reported from Cairo that the Egyptians are 
“ apathetic.”

This is added proof that chickens do come home to roost, 
for the conditions which F.ngland fostered and maintained in 
Fgypt since 1882 may now lead to another disaster.

The Egyptian Army consists of not more than 40.000 
troops purposely ill-equipped, there is no war industry and 
the population is 90 per cent illiterate with disease and mal­
nutrition widespread.

Every effort of the masses to improve their conditions 
has been ruthlessly suppressed by native satraps acting for 
absentee European planters and financiers. Egypt is Malaya, 
Java and Burma all over again.

Naturally the Egyptians are apathetic. The other A fr i­
cans w ill probably prove equally apathetic when the war 
reaches them. They have been robbed so thoroughly that 
they have nothing lo lose, or at least they feel that way.
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What Has Happened 
Since Boss Parties 
" Adjourned Politics"
-r ■ ■ B y M. S T E IN  i i' ■ —

The  E a r ly  Prom ises
S h o rtly  a f te r  Pearl H a rbo r, Dem ocratic N a tion a l 

C hairm an F lyn n  w ired  Republican C hairm an M a r t in :  
“ In  the face o f w a r, po litie s  are ad journed. I  sug­

gest th a t the (D em ocra tic  and Republican) com m it­
tee o rgan iza tions be made ava ilab le  im m ed ia te ly  to  
the P resident and the departm ents engaged in  de­
fense p repa ra tions.”

M r. M a r t in ’s re p ly  was no t qu ite  as sweeping, ac­
cep ting  the proposition  w ith  some reserve:

“ The Republican organ iza tion  w i l l  g la d ly  answer 
any ca ll to  na tiona l service. Republicans w i l l  n o t 
p e rm it po litics  to enter in to  na tiona l defense.”

The pres ident sent his thanks to  both o f them. 
T h is made i t  p i-ac tica lly  unanim ous.
Since then we have been w a it in g  bat in  hand, ready 

to s tr ik e  down the f ir s t  one who dares to  v io la te  the  
noble s p ir it  expressed in the above exchange o f te le ­
gram s. One g re a t deed inspires another. Sure ly , i t  
m ust have been hoped, i f  the boss po litic ian s  are 
ready to sacrifice  th e ir  po litics , then the  labo r lead­
ers w i l l  sacrifice  the s tr ik e  weapon, and the w orkers 
w ill sacrifice  th e ir  r ig h t  to  h ighe r wages to  meet 
the increasing cost o f liv in g .

F lynn  and the  P av ing  B locks
A t  one tim e  we were go ing to pounce on Ed F lyn n  

h im se lf when someone sp illed  the beans about his 
use o f New  Y o rk  C ity-owned pav ing  blocks hauled 
by c ity  w orkers  on city-ow ned trucks  to h is  sum m er 
estate to pave his B e lg ian cou rt. W e le t i t  pass 
however. F lyn n  had prom ised to  ad jou rn  po litics , 
bu t we w eren’t sure th a t the pa v in g  blocks a f fa ir  
was, s tr ic t ly  speaking, in the sphere o f po litics . AVhile 
i t  is tru e  th a t he could ge t the paving blocks, the 
c ity  trucks  and the w orkm en o n ly  because o f h is p o li­
tica l position, and a t the price o f some p o lit ic a l fa ­
vor and patronage, the a f fa ir  its e lf  transcends the 
p o lit ic a l plane and rests much m ore on the c rim in a l. 
Besides, we fig u re d  th a t a w ell-paved back ya rd  
would a ffo rd  the Dem ocratic C hairm an the poss ib il­
i ty  o f keeping ou t o f the mud, and th a t his v is ito rs , 
even though they w ould no t leave w ith  dean hands, 
m ig h t a t least leave w ith  clean feet.

B u t even before we could pass f in a l ju dg m en t on 
the F lyn n  scandal, ou r a tte n tio n  was absorbed by 
the P resident’s nom ina tion  o f Thomas F . Meaney, 
Hudson County Dem ocrat, to  be a judge o f the U n i­
ted States D is tr ic t  C ourt in  New  Jersey. W e do no t 
know th is  man Meaney, b u t we do know  som eth ing 
about “ I  am the Jaw”  Hague and we were in fo rm ed  
th a t Meaney is a henchman o f Hague. No less a 
personage than Governor Edison o f New Jersey, h im ­
se lf q D em ocrat who had had a fa ll in g  ou t w ith  
Hague, in fo rm ed the P resident o f M eaney’s back­
ground and pleaded w ith  the Senate n o t to con firm  
the nom ination . In  a le tte r  to  the Senate Jud ic ia ry  
Com m ittee, M r. Edison disclosed the tie -up  between 
Hague and Meaney:

“ M r. Meaney was a p a rt in the notorious series o f 
moves in ou r S tate th a t pu t F ra n k  Hague J r., a law ­
yer who had never practiced law , upon our h ighest 
court. Th is young man had no record and no career, 
except th a t he was the boss’ son, to  ju s t i fy  h is eleva­
tion  to the C ourt o f E rro rs  and Appeals. A  judge 
was induced to  res ign to make w ay fo r  young Hague; 
then Judge Meaney was induced to  resign as Com­
mon Pleas Judge o f Hudson C ounty to  make w ay 
fo r  th a t judge and then Meaney was rewarded by 
being appointed counsel in  a bankrup tcy  ease fro m  
which he has recen tly  been removed, on the grounds 
th a t his fees and expenses were excessive, (a m easly 
$20,000 per year —  M. S.) and th a t he did no t do 
the w o rk  fo r  which he was paid. I t  is now proposed 
to rew ard th is  o b lig in g  ju r is t  by in s ta llin g  h im  fo r  
life  in a Federal C ourt.”

Roosevelt and  “ J A m  the Laiv  ’
M r. Edison was t ry in g  here to save the good name 

o f the President, the good name o f the govern ing 
p a r ty  in the coun try , and in c id e n ta lly  his own neck, 
fo r  Hague has been gunn ing  fo r  h im . B u t ne ithe r 
the P resident no r the Dem ocratic P a rty  would be 
saved. And the y  were ve ry  stubborn in  th e ir  re fusa l 
to be saved. They ins ta lled  Meaney fo r  li fe  in the 
Federal C ourt and they had i t  approved in  the Sen­
ate by a s t r ic t ly  pa rtisan  vote.

W hy, we ask. should the P resident g e t m ixed up 
w ith  such a lo w -life  as Hague? W h y  should he do his 
b idd ing? Shouldn’t  a man in his position keep his 
s k ir ts  clean? He is a f te r  a ll the head o f the g re a t­
est democracy in  the w o rld , who has set ou t to make 
A m erican Dem ocracy tr iu m p h a n t the w o rld  over. 
T h is  is a man sized job. W hy  does he have to  mess 
around in H ague’s d ir ty  puddle in  New Jersey? W ha t 
w i l l  his frien ds  th in k ?  W h a t w i l l  b is enemies say?

And w h a t about those pledges to  ad journ  po litics?  
Is th is  the r ig h t  example fo r  the P resident to set?

As wo were pondering a ll these con fus ing ques­
tions, find in g  occasional com fo rt in  th a t stream  o f 
ve ry  d is tinguished v is ito rs  pou ring  to  the AVhite 
House— vis ito rs  who included P rim e M in is te rs , K ings 
and Queens— we noticed th a t the P resident had been 
rece iv ing  an unusual num ber o f p o litic ian s  fro m  
New Y o rk . They included James F a rle y , who is boss 
o f the Dem ocratic P a rty  in  the State, N a tion a l C h a ir­
man F lynn  who is also the boss o f the B ronx County 
Dem ocratic P a r ty  machine, M ichael J. Kennedy, Tam ­
m any H a ll boss, the New Y o rk  Senators W agner and 
Mead. Even A1 Sm ith  was taken ou t o f m oth balls, 
dusted o f f  and b ro ug h t to the P resident fo r  a v is it.

I f  th is  means an y th in g , i t  is th a t the P resident is 
appa ren tly  ta k in g  an active hand in  the muddled a f ­
fa irs  o f the New  Y o rk  Dem ocratic m achine w h ich 
is to nom inate a gube rna to ria l candidate to succeed 
Lehman.

The P resident has made an e a rly  s ta r t  in  prepara­
tion  fo r  the 1944 P res iden tia l elections. He is tun ing  
up the various S tate machines according to  then- 
specific  conditions. W ith  every passing day i t  be­
comes cleare r th a t no t on ly  have po litics  no t been 
adjourned, b u t th a t the y  f l y  th ic k e r and fa s te r than 
ever.

meant by the blessings o f en lig h ­
tened c iv iliza tion ?

B LE SSIN G S BY 
B U L L E T  A N D  R IF L E  BUTT'

On M arch  21, 1937, the N a­
tio n a lis t P a rty  o f P uerto  Rico 
lined up fo r  a parade in  beha lf 
o f th e ir  independence fro m  these 
“ blessings.”

The M ayor o f the C ity  o f Ponce 
had g iven a p e rm it to  the de­
m onstra tors, bu t the police fo rc ­
ed its  revocation. A ccord ing  to 
the R eport o f the Commission of 
In q u iry  on C iv il R igh ts  in  Puerto 
Rico, A r th u r  G arfie ld H ays o f the 
Am erican C iv il L ibe rties  Union, 
Chairm an, there were about 80 
cadets and a sm all con tingen t o f 
g ir ls  dressed as nurses and a 
brass band in the rea r o f the p ro ­
cession.

Before the m arch started , the 
police opened fire  on the unarm ­
ed th ron g  w ith  p isto ls, shot-guns 
and Thompson sub-machine guns. 
Women and ch ild ren were mowed 
down by bu lle t and r i f le  bu tt. “ A 
woman was clubbed to  death. 
H er husband ran over to  l i f t  her 
up, took her in  h is arm s, where­
upon a vo lley o f shots was pour­
ed in to  h iip .”  T w en ty  were k i l l ­
ed and 150 to 200 were wounded.

In  accordance w ith  a ll the rules 
o f im p e ria lis t “ en lightened c iv i l­
iza tion ,”  G overnor B lanton W in - 
ship com plete ly whitewashed the 
o ffic ia ls  responsible fo r  the. mas­
sacre and in th e ir  place tw en ty  
P uerto  Rican n a tio n a lis t leaders 
arrested and charged w ith  r io t  
and m urder.

N e x t week, in an a rtic le  deal­
in g  w ith  the h is to ry  o f A m erican 
ru le  in  P uerto  Rico, we shall 
show w hy the people arc so an­
x ious to free  themselves fro m  
th e ir  “ B ig  B ro th e r.”


