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INDIAN MASSES FIGHT FOR FREEDOM
Mass Actions Spread Despite British Terror

(!)

Leon Trotsky 
Defender of
The USSR

Trotsky's Works Live On In Heroic Red Army

B y GEORGE C O LL IN S

The indom itab le  courage and heroism  o f the  Red A rm y  and 
o f the Soviet w orkers and peasants in  th e ir  resistance to  the 
N azi invaders is the grea test l iv in g  tes tim ony th a t on ly  the 
body o f Leon T ro ts k y  was destroyed when S ta lin ’s h ired as­
sassin drove a p ickax in to  his sku ll on A u g u s t 21, 1940. T ro ts k y ’s 
achievements are im perishable.

The peerless m ora le  o f the Red soldiers f ig h t in g  against 
overw helm ing odds and the g re a t sacrifices s to ica lly  endured 
by the Soviet popu lation a t la rge arise p r im a r ily  fro m  the fa c t 
th a t they are f ig h t in g  fo r  the conquests o f the October Revo­
lu tion . The October R evolu tion gave the Russian masses some­
th in g  to f ig h t  fo r :  fo r  the g re a t Russian land seized fro m  an 
absentee land lord  class, fo r  the fac tories , m ines, m ills  and r a i l ­
roads taken ou t o f the hands o f a clique o f  bankers and indus­
tr ia lis ts ,  fo r  the r ig h t  to determ ine th e ir  own destiny as a free  
people.

The October Revolu tion owes its  success to  the g re a t genius 
o f Len in  and T ro ts k y , who prepared fo r  i t  in  the  lo n g  years o f  
C za ris t reaction, who organized the forces th a t  could and did 
take advantage o f the w a r cris is , established the  Soviet power 
and protected and defended i t  aga inst the combined power o f 
the W h ite  A rm ies and a ll the im peria lis ts .

T ro ts k y  pa rtic ipa ted  in  th is  unprecedented social tra n s fo rm ­
a tion  as one o f the  g rea test re vo lu tio n a ry  leaders in - h is to ry . 
A s  com m ander-in-chie f T ro ts k y  organized and tra ined  an a rm y  
ou t o f a mass o f h u ng ry  and poorly-a rm ed rem nants o f  C za ris t 
troops and Red Guards. T h a t a rm y  fo u g h t its  w ay  to  v ic to ry  
and la id  the basis fo r  the present Soviet A rm y . The Red sol­
d iers today, because o f S ta lin ’s system atic fa ls ific a tio n  o f h is ­
to ry , m ay no t understand the ro le  T ro ts k y  p layed in  the o r ­
gan iza tion  o f th e ir  a rm y  and the creation o f its  general s ta ff.  
B u t they do know  th a t th is  a rm y  arose fro m  the October Revo­
lu tio n  and was b u ilt  to  defend th a t revo lu tion  and its  achieve­
m ents. T h a t alone is a tremendous tr ib u te  to  T ro ts k y ; i t  is fo r  
h is  achievements- they are d y in g  by the m illio n s  on the  blood- 
soaked b a ttle fie ld  o f the vast Soviet te r r ito ry .

The Soviet masses are f ig h t in g  v a lia n tly  fo r  these conquests 
o f  the October Revolu tion bu t they have been f ig h t in g  a los ing  
b a ttle  because they f ig h t  under the leadership and the  po lic ies 
o f S ta lin , the be trayer o f October and the in s tig a to r o f T ro ts k y ’s 
assassination. T h a t assassination was a h ig h -w a te r m a rk  in  a 
long series o f te rr ib le  blows by w h ich S ta lin  underm ined the  
foundations o f the October R evolu tion and w h ich  are now cu l­
m in a tin g  in m o rta l p e ril fo r  the very existence o f the  Soviet 
U n ion.

S ta lin  had smashed m ost o f the ga ins o f the  revo lu tion  o f 
1917 by the tim e  his agen t m urdered Leon T ro tsky . Seizing 
the helm  o f the B olshevik P a r ty  a fte r  Le n in ’s death, S ta lin  
slashed aw ay a t its  s truc tu re  u n t il no th in g  was le f t  o f th is  
dem ocratic revo lu tiona ry  o rgan iza tion  b u t a bureaucra tic  husk 
—  an in s tru m en t fo r  the p ro tection  o f special p riv ileges and a 
weapon against the masses. W ith o u t th e ir  p a r ty  the  masses are 
leaderless in  the  present cris is .

To preserve his n a tio n a lis t “ u to p ia ”  and above a ll the p r i­
vileges o f the bureaucracy, S ta lin  turned his back on the w o rld  
p ro le ta r ia t and entrusted the fa te  o f the S oviet U n ion  to  a l­
liances w ith  the im p e ria lis t powers. In  Germ any, France, Spain 
and China the re vo lu tio n a ry  w orkers  were be trayed again and 
aga in  by the S ta lin  reg im e u n t il th e ir  organ izations were crush­
ed to  the earth . T ro ts k y  called H it le r  “ super-W range l o f the 
w o rld  bourgeoisie”  and urged the  m ob iliza tion  o f the Red A rm y  
aga ins t h im  in  1933. S ta lin  jeered. B u t e ig h t years la te r  H it le r  
could invade an unprepared Soviet U n io n  w ith o u t fe a r o f a 
w o rk in g  class revo lu tion  in  G erm any o r  in  Europe.

S ta lin  transfo rm ed the B olshevik P a r ty  in to  a happy h u n t­
in g  ground fo r  job-seekers, robbed the  Soviets o f  th e ir  fu n c tio n  
as the dem ocratic govern ing  organs o f the masses, tu rned  the 
trade unions in to  helpless tools o f the bureaucracy. B u t he could 
n o t re s t easy u n t il he had phys ica lly  ann ih ila ted  the  leading 
pa rtic ip an ts  o f the October Revolu tion —  the  B olshevik O ld 
Guard and the general s ta f f  o f  the Red A rm y  tra in ed  b y  T ro t ­
sky. A n tic ip a tin g  a revo lu tion  o f the masses aga ins t h im  S ta lin  
sought to behead i t  in  advance by the fram eup Moscow T r ia ls  
and the f ir in g  squad. Above a ll he had to  m urder Leon T ro ts k y  
whose voice and message would have been a  herald to  the w o rk ­
ers o f the Soviet U n ion and the w o rld  in  the  present w a r. The 
name o f a liv in g  T ro tsky , though thousands o f m iles away, 
would have been a b a ttle -c ry  o f the Red legions n o t on ly  aga inst 
the Nazis bu t aga inst S ta lin ’s treacherous and incom petent bu­
reaucracy as w e ll.

The banner o f T ro ts k y  is held a lo ft  today by o n ly  a fe w  
hands. T om orrow  i t  w i l l  f ly  a t the head o f the in su rg en t masses 
o f Ind ia !

As in  1917 the p rogram  o f T ro ts k y  w i l l  be the beacon-ligh t 
fo r  the masses o f the Soviet U n ion and the whole w o rld  il lu m in ­
a tin g  the  road to peace and socialism !

IN D IA N S  F O L L O W  

A D V IC E  CRIPPS  

G A VE A FR IC A N S
S ir  S ta ffo rd  Cripps, who 

tr ie d  to  negotiate the Ind ian  
people ou t o f th e ir  demands 
fo r  independence fro m  B r it is h  
im peria lism , spoke d iffe re n t­
ly  to the A fr ic a n s  in 1937. In  
an in troduc tion  to  “ A fr ic a  and 
W orld  Peace" by George Pad- 
more, he w ro te :

“ Im peria lism , w hether in  its  
na tiona l fo rm  o r in  its  League 
o f N a tions fo rm , is equally in ­
im ica l to  the in te rests o f the 
A fr ic a n s  and is equa lly ce rta in  
to  produce conditions s im ilia r  
to  those o f 191-4 and the w ar 
w'hich fo llow ed them. The one 
safe ty  fo r  the common people 
o f th is  o r any o ther na tion  is 
to  destroy im peria lism  and th a t 
they cannot do i f  they take 
pa rt, on any side, in im p e ria l­
is t  wars. W hether -Fascist or 
Dem ocratic Im peria lism  em erg­
es v ic to rious  from  such wars, 
the problem  w il l  rem ain and 
the lo t  o f A fr ic a n s  w il l  be 
much as ’ i t  is today.”

T ro ts k y  is  dead 'bu t h is ideas 
liv e  on and i t  is on ly  h is ideas 
and his program  which can 
prevent S ta lin  from  d ragg ing  
the S oviet Union down in to  the 
inev itab le  doom th a t aw aits  
h im  and his bureaucracy.

T ro ts k y ’s program  was the 
banner o f v ic to ry  in  1917 and 
la te r against the counter-revo­
lu tio n a ry  arm ies and the  in te r­
vention. T ro ts k y ’s program  can 
once more be the banner o f v ic ­
to ry !

T h a t program  w i l l  cemeht 
the a lliance between Russian 
w orkers and the  revolutionary- 
w orkers o f a ll lands, above a ll, 
the  German workers, by ex­
tending the October R evolution 
to  western Europe, Am erica  
and Asia.

FOR INDIAN INDEPENDENCE
EDITORIAL NOTE

The fo llo w in g  sta tem ent o f 
the N a tion a l Com m ittee o f the 
S oc ia lis t W orkers  P a rty  was 
received by The M il ita n t  and is 
hereby rep rin ted  fo r  the  in ­
fo rm a tio n  o f our readers.

The s trugg le  o f the Ind ian  
people fo r  freedom  fro m  B r it is h  
im peria lism  is now u n fo ld ing  
w ith  fu l l  force. T h roughou t In ­
dia, m illio ns  o f w o rkers  and 
peasants are m oving in to  action 
to smash the  shackles o f cen tury- 
old B r it is h  dom ination . T hrough 
s tr ikes  and mass dem onstrations 
and clashes w ith  Im p e ria l police 
and troops, the  w orkers and 
peasants are a lready b reak ing  
ou t o f the bounds o f the  suic ida l 
p rogram  o f “ passive resistance”  
in to  w h ich Gandhi hoped to  con­
f in e  th is  g re a t movement. The 
people o f Ind ia  are u t il iz in g  the 
w a r and the cris is  i t  has en­
gendered fo r  B r it is h  im peria lism  
to s tr ik e  a pow erfu l b low  fo r  
th e ir  na tiona l independence.

For The Right 
O f Self-D eterm ination!

The S oc ia lis t W orkers  P a rty  
supports the  s trugg le  o f the 
Ind ian  masses because as a revo­
lu tio n a ry  soc ia lis t p a r ty  i t  stands 
four-square  fo r  the  r ig h ts  o f a ll 
peoples to  se lf-de te rm ina tion . The 
S oc ia lis t W orkers  P a r ty  sup­
po rts  the Ind ian  people because

revo lu tiona ry  action and v ic to ry  
in  Ind ia  w i l l  no t on ly  insp ire  
the m ovem ent o f colonial lib e ra ­
tio n  fro m  Japan in  A s ia  and fro m  
B r ita in  in  A fr ic a , b u t by  weaken­
in g  w o rld  im peria lism  i t  w i l l  
im pel the m ovem ent fo r  libe ra ­
t io n  and socialism  by the  w o rk ­
ers o f Europe and Am erica. The 
c a p ita lis t ru le rs  o f the w orld , 
“ dem ocratic”  and fa sc is t a like, 
dread the re vo lu tio n a ry  awaken­
in g  in  Ind ia . Given the s ligh tes t 
o p p o rtu n ity  the y  would fo rg e t 
th e ir  present d iffe rences and 
un ite  in  an a tte m p t to crush it .

Unconditional Support 
fo r  Independence!

The S oc ia lis t W orkers  P a rty  
uncond itiona lly  supports t h e  
m ovem ent fo r  Ind ian  indepen­
dence even though fo r  the present 
i t  is  led by the  Ind ian  bour­
geoisie a t the helm  o f the Con­
gress P a rty . Gandhi, N e h rii and 
the Executive Com m ittee o f the 
Congress P a rty  have been forced 
to  in it ia te  the present movement 
by trem endous pressure from  
In d ia ’s m illio ns . Forced by th is  
pro found sen tim ent fro m  below, 
the Congress leaders were obliged 
fo r  the tim e  to  abandon fu r th e r  
con c ilia tio n is t moves w ith  B r ita in  
a t the  r is k  o f being pushed to 
the sidelines by the popu lar de­
mand fo r  im m ediate and un­
cond itiona l independence.

To avoid the  tra g ic  fa te  o f the

Chinese R evolution o f 1925-27, 
the Socia lis t W orkers P a rty  
urges upon the Ind ian  w orkers 
th a t w h ile  sup po rting  and pa r­
tic ip a tin g  in  the present move­
m ent under its  present leader­
ship, they do n o t t ru s t  th e ir  fa te  
to Gandhi and Co. They m ust 
organize independently and set 
up th e ir  own organs o f s trugg le .. 
O nly under the leadership o f the 
Ind ian  p ro le ta r ia t in  a lliance 
w ith  the Ind ian  peasantry can 
the s trugg le  aga inst im p e ria l­
ism be carried  th rou gh  to  v ic ­
to ry .

Stop Repressions 
Against In d ia !

The B r it is h  im p e ria lis ts  have 
already th row n  o f f  the  m ask of 
concilia tion  w h ich the y  donned 
when C ripps tr ied  to  drive  a hard 
barga in w ith  the Congress 
leaders. The ve ry  f i r s t  open ac­
tion  on the p a r t  o f the  Ind ian 
masses has b ro ug h t down upon 
them the heavy hand o f B rit is h  
repression. The Congress p a rty  
has been outlawed and its  leaders 
tin-own in to  prison. Demon­
s tra t in g  crowds have been f ire d  
rp o n  by B r it is h  police. Large 
bodies o f troops are being 
b rough t in to  action aga ins t the 
masses.

On its  f i r s t  ann ive i'sary the 
“ A tla n tic  C h a rte r”  stands ex­
posed as a threadbare cu rta in  be­
h ind w h ich the B r it is h  E m pire

hides its  ty ra n n ica l ru le  over the 
co lon ia l masses. The Ind ian  
masses are g e ttin g  th e ir  f i r s t  
taste o f the “ fo u r  freedom s”  o f 
C hurch ill-R oosevelt in  the fo rm  
o f te a r gas and bu lle ts . We 
demand th a t the te r ro r  and 
violence aga ins t the Ind ian  peo­
ple be ha lted im m ed ia te ly !

The se lf-s ty led  “ dem ocrats”  
who yesterday pleaded w ith  the 
ru le rs  o f B r ita in  th a t some sm all 
concession be th row n  to  the 
Ind ian  masses today are denounc­
in g  the movem ent and ju s tify in g  
repressions aga inst i t  in  the 
name o f the  w a r o f “ democracy 
aga inst fascism .”  They m ere ly 
expose th e ir  socalled slogan as 
c o u n te rfe it and themselves as 
p ro s titu ted  tools o f im peria lism .

Stalinists W ork fo r  
British Im peria lism

The S ta lin is ts , who pretend 
th a t they fa vo r Ind ian  inde­
pendence, denounce the actions 
o f the Congress p a r ty  and o f the 
Ind ian  masses fo r  em bark ing on 
action to secure th a t inde­
pendence. Instead they plead 
w ith  R oosevelt-Church ill to  stem 
the m ovem ent by  o ffe r in g  a 
“ concession.”  Once again they 
s im p ly  d isp lay the fa c t th a t 
S ta lin  has sold the services o f 
his lackeys to  B r it is h  im p e ria l­
ism.

So-called libe ra ls  and labor 
(Continued on page 4)

Congress Party Program Cannot Mobilize 
Workers Who Must Play Decisive Part

By F E L IX  M O R R O W
Under the slogans “ Freedom  or D eath ,”  “ Do o r  

D ie ,”  the masses o f In d ia  are figh ting  and dying fo r  
Ind ian  independence as British im perialism  attempts 
to droMii the movem ent in  blood.

The A ll-Ind ia  Congress party general com m ittee, 
yielding to the nation-wide demand fo r  im m ediate  
action to win independence, endorsed on Saturday, 
August 8 , a resolution fo r  a “ c iv il disobedience”  
campaign, placing its direction and the date fo r the 
begim iing o f the campaign in  the hands of Gandhi. 
The latter announced that he would first seek further negotia­
tions with the British authorities on the demand for independ­
ence.

A t dawn the next day Gandhi, Nehru and other Congress 
leaders were arrested and the Congress was declared outlawed, 
precipitating the immediate launching of the independence cam* 
paign.

No sooner were the first crowds on the streets than British 
police and troops fired into their midst, while airplanes spewed 
tear-gas.

W ith the same police mentality which has characterized 
all regimes faced by revolution, the British think a blood-bath 
and arrests o f “ a g ita to rs ”  w i l l  crush the movem ent. B r it is h  “ democ­
racy ”  is as b lind , fac in g  the doom o f its  ru le , as Czar N icholas in  
1917 o r Louis X V I  in  1789.

The Congress “ a g ita to rs ”  whom  i t  has arrested are in  re a lity  
being propelled in to  the  s tru g g le  by the pressure o f the masses. 
E ver since B r ita in , w ith o u t consu lting  any section o f the population, 
declared Ind ia  in  the w a r in  September, 1940, the tide  o f  colon ia l 
revo lu tion  has been r is in g . The masses o f Ind ia  do n o t w a n t to  
f ig h t  and die in th is  w a r in  o rder to  m a in ta in  B r it is h  ru le  in  Ind ia .

W hen the w a r broke ou t the  Congress p a r ty  was a t the head 
o f the p rov inc ia l governm ents in  e ig h t ou t o f eleven o f the  B r it is h  
Ind ia  provinces, co llabo ra ting  w ith  the B r it is h . W idespread p ro­
tes t aga inst In d ia ’s be ing involved in the w a r w ith o u t its  consent 
forced the Congress m in is tr ies  to  resign.

British Gave Nothing in  Negotiations
Since then there have been in te rm inab le  nego tia tions w ith  the 

B r it is h , ending w ith  C ripps ’ “ m iss ion”  in  A p r i l  o f th is  year. A l l  
a ttem p ts  o f the Congress to come to an am icable agreem ent w ith  
the B r it is h  fa iled .

M eanw hile the defeats in  M alaya, S ingapore, the E as t Ind ies 
and B urm a had destroyed B r it is h  prestige  in  the F a r  E ast and had 
b rough t to  unprecedented he ights the na tiona l self-confidence o f 
the Ind ian  masses. C ripps had been in  In d ia  on ly  a yea r e a rlie r, 
and had been in close corñmunion w ith  N ehru and o ther Congress 
leaders; he came back in  A p r i l  1942 ap p a re n tly  sure o f g e ttin g  
them to  accept m in is tr ie s  in  a governm ent under con tro l o f  the 
V ice roy and the  In d ia  O ffice . B u t th a t was no longer possible 
a f te r  the collapse o f  B r it is h  power in  the F a r East. No p a r ty  
th a t sough t to  keep the suppo rt o f the masses o f Ind ia  could b y  then 
accept the  C ripps fo rm u la .

In  the face o f the  B r it is h  re fusa l to tu rn  the powers o f the 
V iceroy and the Ind ia  O ffice  over to  an Ind ian  governm ent, the  
least the Congress could do was to  launch the “ c iv i l disobedience”  
campaign.

Congress Leaders M erely Seek “ Deadlock”
So fa r  as the Congress leaders were concerned, th is  cam paign 

does n o t mean the irrevocab le launch ing  o f a f ig h t  to  the end fo r  
independence. The Congress cam paign does n o t have a p lan  fo r  
ac tu a lly  w in n in g  independence by mass seizure o f the governm ent 
bu ild ings and arsenals, a rm in g  o f the Ind ian  masses, estab lish­
m en t o f a p rov is iona l governm ent, etc. N e ith e r the  p a c if is t w in g  
o f Gandhi no r the N ehru  w in g  th in k  in  te rm s o f such methods. 
B oth  are un ited in  seeking w h a t th e y  te rm  “ a complete deadlock”  
—  s u ff ic ie n t pa ra lys is  o f governm enta l and economic a c t iv ity  to  
d ic ta te  to  the B r it is h  a reso lu tion  o f the “ deadlock”  by  reopening 
nego tia tions on the basis o f the demand fo r  independence.

T h a t the Congress p lan is so n a rro w ly  lim ite d  —  no t to  speak 
o f the fa c t  th a t fo u r  tim es p re v io us ly  since 1920 i t  has launched 
i t  on ly  to drop i t  —  is no t understood by  the g re a t m a jo r ity  o f its  
fo llow ers. They look upon the present s tru g g le  as a re vo lu tio n a ry  
f ig h t  fo r  independence and in  th a t s p ir it  they are m ee ting  the 
B r it is h  police and troops. There is a germ o f t ru th  in the  B r it is h  
com p la in t th a t  G andhi’s fo llow e rs  do n o t em ulate h is pacifism ! 
They trans la te  i t  in  th e ir  own plebian w ay in to  m il ita n t  mass 
combat.

Peasant Rebellion W ill Soon Start
W e can p re d ic t w ith  assurance —  the same th in g  happened 

in the previous “ c iv i l disobedience”  cam paigns —  th a t the  events 
o f the f i r s t  days are no index to  the g ig a n tic  scope o f the  mass 
movement. T h is  tim e, even more than prev iously , advance prep­
ara tions o f the  Congress leaders appear to  have been ex trem e ly  
poor. W ith  the a rrests  o f  the leaders the  m ovem ent gives the 

(Continued on E d ito r ia l column, page 4)

BUT ORGANIZED STRUGGLE 
REQUIRED FOR VICTORY

Statement of Nat'l Committee of Socialist Workers Party
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Auto Militants Preserve Union Democracy
B y A R T  PREIS

C H IC A G O , A u g u s t 9— The CIO U n ited  
Autom obile , A ir c r a f t  and A g r ic u ltu ra l Im ­
plem ent W orkers, la rgest, m ost m il ita n t  
and dem ocratic union in  the nation , th is  
a fte rnoon  ended its  tum u ltuous  Seventh 
A n n ua l Convention, w h ich has been in 
session here since la s t M onday in  the hot, 
crowded ba ll-room  o f the H o te l Sherman.

F o r  seven days— tw o m ore than  o r ig in a lly  
scheduled— an aroused ra n k  and f i le  body 
o f delegates s to rm ily  dem onstrated th e ir  
d issa tis fac tion  w ith  ¡and d is tru s t o f the 
do -no th ing Thom as-Addes-R euther-Frank- 
ensteen leadership. T h is  leadership had 
come in to  the convention determ ined to  
s treng then its  ho ld  upon the un ion, l im it  
the powers o f the  m em bership, curb  the 
m ilita n c y  o f the ran k  and f i le  and hog-tie  
the  un ion more securely to the governm ent 
machine.

Ranks Jealous o f Democracy
Jea lously gu a rd ing  th e ir  o rgan iza tiona l 

r ig h ts  and dem ocratic tra d itio n s , the dele­
gates beat back the a ttem pts  o f the leader­
ship to  grab add itiona l powers fo r  them ­
selves. In  unm istakab le  term s, the  vast 
m a jo r ity  o f the delegates recorded the 
r is in g  resentm ent o f the auto w orkers 
aga inst the leadersh ip ’s policies o f re tre a t 
and cap itu la tion  before the  a n ti- la b o r o f­
fensive o f the  em ployers and governm ent.

The ra n k  and f i le  m ilita n ts  were u n ­
organized and lacked any c lear-cu t inde­
pendent p rogram  around w hich th e ir  opposi­
t i o n ^  the leadership could be crys ta llized . 
The m a jo r ity  o f the delegates, w h ile  hostile  
to  the polic ies o f the leaders on in tra -u n io n  
questions and p ro te s ting  aga inst the union 
re trea ts , s t i l l  fo llow ed  the p o lit ic a l polic ies 
o f the  leaders, sup po rting  the  c a p ita lis t 
p rogram  o f the Roosevelt ad m in is tra tion . 
Thus, in  the end, they  were compelled 
re lu c ta n tly  and w ith  m any m isg iv ings  . to  
go along w ith  the p rogram  o f sacrifice  fo r  
the w a r and the no -s trike  po licy, which 
leaves them as helpless as ever before the 
attacks o f the em ployers and governm ent. 
A nd  fo r  th is  same reason, they  could see 
no a lte rna tive  b u t to place the fa te  o f the 

, union once more in  the hands o f the old, 
d is trusted leadership.

O ffic ials  Appeal fo r “ U n ity”
T h is  leadership was able to  cap ita lize  

upon the p ro -ad m in is tra tion  p o lit ic a l posi­
t io n  o f the delegates. B y  ham m ering  away 
on demagogic appeals fo r  “ u n ity ,”  by p la y ­
in g  upon the a n ti- fa sc is t sentim ents o f the 
delegates and con fus ing the issues a t every 
tu rn , the leadership succeeded p a r t ly  in  
channeliz ing the  m il ita n t  tendencies and 
s to rm y  protests o f the  delegates and in 
c lin g in g  to  th e ir  shaky posts. Throughou t 
the convention, the  S ta lin is ts , who are to ­
day tho ro u g h ly  discredited in  the U A W , 
were used by the union a d m in is tra tion  to  
do its  d ir ty  w ork.

W here the issues were c learest to  the 
delegates on the questions o f dem ocratic 
o rgan iza tiona l policies w ith in  the union,

they fo u g h t down the line  and re jected o r 
lim ite d  m ost o f the proposals o f the leader­
ship. They ove rw he lm ing ly  voted down 
proposals to  ho ld the ne x t convention in  
1944 instead o f 1943, to  cu t down the 
representa tion  a t the ne x t convention, to 
increase the dues. They turned down one 
schedule o f steep sa la ry  increases fo r  the 
o ffice rs  and o n ly  agreed, by  a na rrow  
m arg in  o f seven to  s ix  on a ro ll-c a ll vote, 
to  g ra n t a com prom ise schedule o f  in ­
creases.

Delegates F a il to Carry Through
B u t where a p o lit ic a l line  was decisive, 

on questions bearing  upon th e ir  economic 
in te rests and the polic ies o f the ad m in is tra ­
tion— the sacrifice  o f week-end and ho liday 
prem ium  pay, the  surrender o f the r ig h t  to  
s tr ike , the dependence upon governm ent 
agencies to  p ro te c t th e ir  in te rests— the 
delegates, a f te r  dem onstra ting  th e ir  resent­
m ent aga inst the consequences o f these 
policies, drew  back fro m  ta k in g  a defin ite  
stand aga inst them .

Nevertheless, in  o rder to  p reven t the  
su rg in g  ra n k  and f i le  d iscontent and m il i­
tancy fro m  ta k in g  a decisive d irec tion  
aga inst the whole p p licy  o f re tre a t and su r­
render by the  leadership, the  leadership 
was compelled to  go a long a ce rta in  
distance w ith  the sentim ents o f the  dele­
gates. In  th ree instances, the  delegates 
compelled the  leaders to  w ith d ra w  weak 
reso lu tions— on the sacrifice  o f week-end 
and ho liday ove rtim e pay, d isc rim in a tio n  
aga inst Negroes, and the a n ti- la b o r ro le  o f 
the W a r Labor Board— and demanded 
reso lu tions w ith  “ more tee th ”  in  them .

“ Second F ro n t”  Diversion  
in CAW

I t  had been the in te n t o f the leadership 
to  steam up p a tr io t ic  sen tim ent am ong the 
delegates as a cover fo r  p u ttin g  over th e ir  
policies. The f i r s t  im p o rta n t reso lu tion  
w h ich came before the  convention on Tues­
day m orn ing  was on the “ Second F ro n t.”  
The S ta lin is ts  had been a tte m p tin g  to make 
th is  the  b ig , key  issue o f the convention, 
and the Thomas-Addds leadership had 
seized upon i t  as a demagogic device to  
keep the delegates in  line .

The delegates, who were anxious to  get 
on w ith  th e ir  ow n problem s, showed no 
p a rtic u la r in te re s t in  the  sub ject o f the 
“ Second F ro n t.”  There had been a reported 
s p lit  jn  the Resolutions Com m ittee, headed 
by  V ic to r  Reuther, over th is  question. The 
S ta lin is ts  had wanted a ‘Second F ro n t N ow ’ 
reso lu tion , b u t the com m ittee came ou t w ith  
one s im p ly  endorsing the idea o f a “ Second 
F ro n t”  and leav ing the  question o f when 
and where up to  the governm ent and m il i­
ta ry  au tho rities .

The S ta lin is ts  are so discred ited they 
did  n o t dare to  g e t up  and press fo r  a 
“ Second F ro n t N ow .”  The com m ittee ’s re ­
so lu tion was read and passed m echanically 
w ith o u t discussion. F rom  then on the ques­
t io n  o f the “ Second F ro n t”  ceased to in ­
te res t the delegates in  any way.

The W ednesday m orn ing  session began 
w ith  the announcement th a t M u rra y  was 
to  address the  convention th a t m orn ing . 
The e a rly  de libera tions took place in  an 
atm osphere o f g re a t confusion because o f 
the prepara tions fo r  M u rra y ’s reception. 
A l l  th is  toge the r w ith  M u rra y ’s speech, 
was planned to  counteract the m ilita n c y  o f 
the delegates. The f i r s t  question was the 
in tro du c tion  by the  W a r P o licy  Com m ittee 
o f  a reso lu tion  on the W a r Labo r Board. 
T h is  reso lu tion  was subm itted as a sub­
s titu te  fo r  a com ple te ly weasel-worded one 
o r ig in a lly  p u t fo r th  by  the Resolutions Com­
m ittee , bu t w h ich  the leadership w ise ly  
w ith d re w  in v iew  o f the sentim ents o f the 
delegates expressed the day previously.

This reso lu tion  adm itted  th a t the em­
ployers, ta k in g  advantage o f the no -s trike  
po licy, are engaged in  a “ s it-dow n on the  
ad justm ent and d isposition o f a ll le g itim a te  
grievances”  and are rece iv ing  “ aid and 
c o m fo rt fro m  the knowledge th a t the  N a ­
tio n a l W ar Labor Board, as i t  now  fun c ­
tions, does n o t g ive speedy re lie f  in  the 
m u ltitu d e  o f S ituations w h ich arise th rou gh ­
ou t the  coun try .”

A f te r  reso lv ing  th a t  “ th is  convention 
condemn the W a r Labor Board”  fo r  its  red 
tape de lay ing policies, the  reso lu tion  ended 
lam e ly  by  appealing to  the P resident and 
the W L B  to  set up reg iona l labo r boards 
th rou gh ou t the  coun try .

W illia m  M azey too k  the  f lo o r  to  speak 
aga inst the reso lu tion, s ta tin g  the  reso lu­
t io n  “ does no th in g  to  guarantee we are 
go ing  to  be able to  se ttle  ou r g rieva nces .. .  
when these boards don’t  take  proper ac­
t io n .”  He continued, “ I  th in k  we should 
send th is  reso lu tion  back and le t them  come 
ou t and te ll the  o ffic ia ls  in  W ashington 
th a t i f  ou r grievances are n o t settled we 
in tend to  take  ou r r ig h t  to  s tr ik e  back and 
shut down every p la n t where the  em ployers 
are t ry in g  to smash our un ion.”

T H E  M IL IT A N T  Is Attacked
A t  th is  tim e, L ind ah l, o f D e tro it  Packard 

Local 190, took the f lo o r  to  argue th a t the 
“ policy o f re ly in g  on governm ent agencies 
I  th in k  is  the  safest.”  Then he opened an 
a ttack  on the m ilita n ts  by shou ting : “ Is  i t  
coincidenta l, m y friends, th a t the argum ents 
used to  s tr ik e  down the  reso lu tion  yeste r­
day on the ‘V ic to ry  T hrough  E q u a lity  o f 
S acrifice  P rog ram ,’ is  i t  coincidenta l the 
argum ents were contained in  a T ro ts k y ite  
sheet (T H E  M IL IT A N T )  passed ou t at. the 
gates o f the  ha ll? ”

H e argued fu r th e r  th a t “ yesterday the  
press o f th is  cou n try  stated th a t the U A W , 
representing  seven hundred thousand w o rk ­
ers, echoed the subversive sentim ents o f 
the  T ro tsky ite s .”  W hen he sought to  con­
tinu e  by a tta c k in g  in d iv id u a l delegates as 
“ s t r ic t ly  subversive,”  the  delegates ha lted 
h im  w ith  boos and the re  was a b ig  clam or.

B u t the un ion o ffic ia ld om  had been w o rk ­
in g  d ilig e n tly  in  an a tte m p t to  b r in g  the  
delegates in to  line , and had been spreading 
the slander th a t  the  m ilita n ts  were being 
led by elements who w a n t to  “ sabotage the 
convention.”  The reso lu tion  was passed w ith  
l i t t le  fu r th e r  debate.

New Resolution on O vertim e Pay
Then the W a r P o licy  Com m ittee in ti-o- 

duced its  “ revised”  version o f the con­
tro v e rs ia l ove rtim e pay reso lu tion . Th is 
contained the same m o tiva tion  as the re ­
jected one, strengthened on ly  by the in ­
clusion o f a clause in s tru c tin g  the un ion ’s 
S ecre tary-T reasurer to  “ n o t ify  a ll em ploy­
ers upon the  ad journm ent o f th is  conven­
t io n ”  o f the  30 day l im it  placed upon the 
continued recogn ition  o f the overtim e pay 
surrender com m ittm en t as prepared in the 
o r ig in a l reso lu tion.

In  the subsequent discussion, F ranken- 
steen and others sought to  make i t  appear 
th a t the  whole discussion revo lved about 
the question o f  g iv in g  the em ployers 30 
days notice o r re p ud ia tin g  the com m ittm en t 
a t once, a lthough the  reso lu tion  was re a lly  
an endorsement o f the po licy  and a ca ll fo r  
enforcem ent by the governm ent. In  th is

way, the issue was g re a tly  confused.
B u t tw o  delegates were able to  secure 

the f lo o r  and speak s tro n g ly  aga ins t the 
reso lu tion. H i l l ,  o f Local 3, po in ted ou t th a t 
“ many o f our members are in  the armed 
forces f ig h t in g  fo r  our coun try  and our 
democracy. B u t a fte r  the  w a r is over and 
they come back and have to  go to  w o rk  
under these conditions, they w il l  say, 
‘W hat have you people been do ing in  our 
absence? WTiat have we been f ig h t in g  fo r?  
You fe llow s have given up eve ry th ing  we 
helped to f ig h t  fo r ’.”

Delegate M cG ill o f F l in t  Local 599, an 
ou ts tand ing  m ilita n t,  sta ted: “ I  am no t 
go ing to  support any p rogram  th a t w i l l  
serve as a spring-board  to  take from  the 
w o rkers ’ pay envelopes money which is 
th e ir  live lihood.”
, B u t  be fore a fu ll-b lo w n  debate could 
again develop, M u rra y  made his entrance 
and w ith  th is  d is tra c tion  the vote was 
taken. T h is  tim e, w ith  the  issue com plete ly 
confused, the  m a jo r ity  voted to  support 
the  reso lu tion , a lthough about a. hundred 
delegates rose in  opposition, w h ile  several 
hundred s im p ly  abstained fro m  vo ting .

Fight Occurs on Negro Resolution
The on ly  o the r s ig n if ic a n t c o n flic t on 

po licy  occured over the reso lu tion  in ­
troduced on the question o f d isc rim ina tion  
aga inst Negroes in  in d u s try  and the armed 
forces.

T h is  reso lu tion , w h ile  condem ning d is c r i­
m ina tion , m ere ly  appealed to  Pres. Roose­
v e lt to  enforce the decisions o f his F a ir  
E m ploym ent P ractice Com m ittee, called 
fo r  a s ing le  standard o f se n io rity  r ig h t  
and qu a lifica tio ns  to  be applied w ith o u t 
d isc rim in a tio n  and fo r  “ special a tten tion  
to  an educational p ro g ra m ”  to  prom ote 
b e tte r in te r-ra c ia l understand ing.

Delegates, both w h ite  and Negro, took 
the f lo o r  and objected to  the reso lu tion  on 
the grounds th a t i t  had no “ rea l tee th ”  in  
it .  One delegate declared, “ We have already 
w r it te n  in to  our con s titu tion  w h a t we are 
go ing to do to  those people who underm ine 
ou r un ion by go ing over to  the  ranks o f 
the company. I  th in k  i t  is  also necessary 
th a t we w r ite  in to  o u r con s titu tion  a m an­
date fro m  th is  convention w h a t we are 
go ing  to  do to  those people who underm ine 
our union by c a rry in g  out th is  d isc rim in a ­
tio n .”

Negro Delegate Gets Ovation
One o f the  m ost s t ir r in g  pleas, which 

received a tremendous ovation, was made 
by Sheffie ld , a N egro delegate fro m  the 
huge F ord  Local 600. He called fo r  a f irm  
stand on the question o f d isc rim ina tion , 
s ta tin g :

“ In  a ll previous conventions we have 
passed these be a u tifu l reso lu tions s ta tin g  
we are opposed to  d isc rim in a tio n  aga inst 
the  N egro  race. However, we have now 
reached a ju n c tu re  in  A m erican li fe  where 
Negroes are no longer go ing to  receive 
m em bership on ly  in  a un ion bu t in  the 
A m erican way o f life . We w an t f u l l  in ­
teg ra tion  in to  th is  union. W e w ant to be 
you r bro thers and c a rry  on the  f ig h t  fo r  
in d u s tr ia l un ionism  as our fo rerunners  
have, and we can on ly do th is  by no t a llow ­
in g  our w h ite  bro thers to  p lay in to  the 
hands o f the company.”

W hen the com m ittee ’s weak reso lu tion 
was once m ore read to the  convention be­
fo re  the vote, the c ry  rose, “ V ote it-d o w n !”  
A nd i t  was ove rw he lm ing ly  re jected and 
sent back to  com m ittee fo r  s tronger w o rd ­
ing.

The discussion on th is  reso lu tion b rough t 
ou t the in c reas ing ly  s ig n if ic a n t ro le  being 
played by the m il ita n t  Negro w orkers  in 
the  U A W . There were between 60 and 70 
N egro delegates a t the  convention.

A  s tronger reso lu tion  on the d isc rim ina ­
tio n  issue was la te r  reported out, w h ich 
•was f in a lly  adopted a f te r  the deletion o f a 
section p ra is in g  im provem ents a lleged ly 
made by  the a d m in is tra tion  in  its  w ar 
production policies and in  the armed forces.

I t  was on the proposed con s titu tion a l

amendments, devised by the in te rn a tio n a l 
o ffice rs  to l im it  and re s tr ic t  the  r ig h ts  o f 
the members, th a t the delegates asserted 
themselves m ost sha rp ly  aga inst the leader­
ship.

The f i r s t  b ig  debate came over the 
proposal to hold the ne x t convention in  
M ay 1944. As soon as th is  proposal was 
read o ff ,  the re  was a s to rm  o f “ N o’s !”  
f ro m  a ll over the ha ll.

L indah l, cha irm an o f the C o ns titu tio n  
Com m ittee sought to  ju s t i fy  extending the 
tim e  between conventions on the grounds o f 
increasing tran sp o rta tio n  d iff ic u lt ie s , and, 
argued th a t by ho ld ing a convention d u rin g  
the w a r i t  m ig h t “ take fro m  the arsenals 
o f the na tion  close to  200,000 sk illed  w o rk ­
men fo r  a week o f discussion.”

The S ta lin is t Ganley urged the  acceptance 
o f the am endm ent “ in  com pliance w ith  the 
earnest request o f the P resident o f the 
U n ited  States and his a d m in is tra tion , to 
the e ffe c t th a t w herever possible conven­
tions should no t be held d u rin g  the period 
o f the w a r.”

B u t the m a jo r ity  o f delegates, sensing 
th a t th is  was an a tte m p t to  re s tr ic t  th e ir  
powers over the o ffice rs , refused to  be 
budged by a ll the specious argum ents raised 
by the S ta lin is ts  and the E xecu tive Board 
members. Delegate S tachiw , o f Local 3, 
opposed extending the tim e between con­
ventions because “ never before have we 
needed ga therings o f the  A u tom ob ile  W o rk ­
ers as we need them  today. Because i t  is 
a t r y in g  period, tim es are changing and 
policies are changing, and I  fo r  one do no t 
agree to have anybody set m y destiny fro m  
a sw ive l ch a ir o f any o ffice , ra th e r than 
a convention.”

O ffic ials  Beaten on Conventions
Such was the resentm ent o f the  dele­

gates to  the amendment, th a t Addes had 
considerable d if f ic u lty  in g e ttin g  the a tte n ­
tion  o f the  delegates when he sought to 
persuade them to  adopt the reso lu tion . 
Thomas had to make several appeals fo r  
o rder every tim e  someone spoke in  fa v o r 
o f the amendment. W hen i t  was f in a lly  p u t 
to  a vote, i t  was voted down so lid ly .

A no the r sharp debate arose over the  p ro ­
posal to cu t down the num ber o f delegates 
to  the ne x t convention by  doub ling  the  re ­
qu ired num ber o f members o f a loca l un ion 
in o rder to  ge t one delegate to the con­
vention.

A ltho ug h , there  was l i t t le  debate fro m  
the ranks, when the m otion  was f in a lly  
p u t to  adopt the amendment i t  was voted 
down ove rw helm ing ly. The fee lin g  o f the 
delegates was one o f d is tru s t o f any p ro ­
posal to  reduce the  num ber o f ra n k  and 
f i le  delegates to the  conventions.

Voté Down Dues Increase
One o f the ho tte s t issues before the con­

ven tion  was the proposal o f the in te rn a tio n ­
a l o ffice rs  to increase m on th ly  dues fro m  
$1 to  ?1.60. They were pa rtieu la i-ly  anxious 
to  g e t the increase passed, because they 
were p re pa ring  to  argue fo r  a b ig  sa la ry  
and expense account increase fo r  them ­
selves, and because th e y  wanted a b ig  
tre a su ry  to  h ire  m ore organ izers and 
streng then th e ir  machine.

Addes took the  lead in  u rg in g  the  dues 
increase, c la im in g  th a t i t  was needed fo r  
a special po s t-w ar em ergency fun d  w hich 
“ should no t be d is tu rbed unless by a tw o - 
th ird s  m a jo r ity  vote o f the In te rn a tio n a l 
Executive Board.”  He also claimed th a t 
the h ig h e r dues were needed fo r  o rgan iz ­
ing , a lthough he fa ile d  to exp la in  how the

U A W  had g ro w n  to  be the la i’gest un ion 
in  the cou n try  on low er dues.

The opposition to  increasing the dues 
was la rg e ly  an expression o f the delegates’ 
d isgust w ith  the do -no th ing policies o f the 
leaders, th e ir  fa ilu re  to c a rry  ou t e ffec tive  
organ iza tiona l w o rk  and to  defend the in ­
terests o f the w o rkers  in  the p lan ts. There 
was also the fa c to r  o f the  fa ilu re  o f the 
leadership to  take e ffec tive  action  in  se­
c u rin g  the  $1 a day wage increase de­
manded b y  the F ord , General M o to rs  and 
C h rys le r w orkers.

No Bargaining in  Plants
Delegate Case, o f F l in t  Local 599, p u t 

the m a tte r in  the  fo llo w in g  te rm s: “ I  w an t 
to say to the delegates here we don’t  have 
any ba rga in ing  in  ou r p lan ts  any m ore so 
we can in s is t on the pay ing  o f more dues. 
I  w an t to say to  you w h ile  we are here 
f ig h t in g  to  make them  pay more, the peo­
ple back home are being trans fe rre d  from  
th e ir  jobs, taken o f f  one day and p u t back 
on the ne x t day w ith  a 10 cent cu t in  
wages, and we cannot ge t a damned b i t  o f 
help fro m  ou r In te rn a tio n a l U n ion .”

A f te r  considerable pressure was p u t on 
the delegates by the in te rn a tio n a l o ffice rs , 
the dues increase m otion  was p u t to  a vote 
and tu rned  down by  a g re a t m a jo r ity . The 
ne x t day, the  con s titu tio n  com m ittee came 
in  w ith  a  proposal fo r  a m em bership re f ­
erendum on the dues increase, w h ich  was 
approved by the delegates.

Vote Down Proposals Again
The convention was pro longed an ex tra  

day, when on Saturday, the  C o ns titu tio n  
Com m ittee insisted on b rin g in g  back to  the 
convention a num ber o f the  proposals 
w h ich  the  delegates had a lready defeated. 
One delegate rose to  p ro test, “ H ow  m any 
tim es do we have to  vote down these p ro ­
posals, before they are f in a lly  beaten?”  
A nd one a fte r  another, the proposals were 
voted down again.

A  s tr ik in g  fea tu re  o f th is  en tire  conven­
tion , was the  a ttitu d e  o f extrem e disrespect 
and suspicion which the  delegates had fo r  
the en tire  un ion o ffic ia ld om .

O ffic ials  Get Rough H andling
The convention took on the aspect o f a 

ru n n in g  ba ttle  between the E xecu tive 
Board and the delegates. Thomas had ex­
trem e d i f f ic u lty  in  m a in ta in in g  order, and 
was constantly- shou ting  down delegates, 
pounding the gavel, p leading fo r  order, and 
g e ttin g  lo ud ly  booed on num erous occa­
sions. Addes, whenever he occupied the 
cha ir, received the same trea tm en t.

Frankensteen and R euther were booed 
everytim ei they rose to  speak. R euther 
p layed a cagey game, sensing the sen tim ent 
o f the delegates. He kep t s ile n t on every 
con trovers ia l issue. B u t h is fa ilu re  to  speak 
o u t aga inst the bureaucra tic  proposals, in ­
dicated his sup po rt o f them . On one oc­
casion, a delegate asked the ch a ir i f  i t  
was tru e  th a t’ the  E xecutive Board  was 
no t unanim ous on a disputed question. 
Thomas dem onstra tive ly  tu rned  to  tho 
board members on the  p la tfo rm  and com­
manded, “ I f  there is any board m em ber in  
disagreem ent, le t  h im  stand.”  R euthe r re ­
mained seated along w ith  a ll the others.

The fa c t th a t the ra n k  and f i le  m il i­
tan ts  had no developed leadership to run 
aga inst the Thom as-Addes-Frankensteen- 
R euther group was shown in  the  elections. 
A lth o u g h  the re  was some a tte m p t to  de­
velop a cam paign f o r  the  support o f op­
position  candidates, th is  m et w ith  l i t t le  
success.

Convention Delegates Protest Against Union Retreats But Unable to Develop Independent Policy
un ive rsa lly  applied w ith in  the  next th ir ty  
days, you are go ing to  w ith d ra w  it?  W hat 
about in  the nex t th ir t y  days having a 
ce iling  on p ro fits ?  W h a t about in  the next 
th ir t y  days having a ce iling  on prices? 
W ha t about In  the next th ir t y  days, an in ­
crease in  pay equal to  the increase in  cost 
o f l iv in g  since 1939?”

A no the r delegate, S ilvers o f Local 351, 
made an impassioned plea aga inst the 
whole po licy  o f re trea ts  and sacrifices. “ B y  
ta k in g  aw ay the r ig h t  to  s trike , by God, 
you are ta k in g  aw ay grievance procedure 
in  every sm all p la n t th a t is under con tract 
w ith  the U A W .”  T h is  s ta tem ent b rough t a 
vo lley  o f applause.

The leadership could ge t v ir tu a lly  no 
backing fro m  the f lo o r  fo r  the reso lu tion, 
except by S ta lin is t elements. N a t Ganley, 
D e tro it Local 155, no torious S ta lin is t w h ip, 
tr ie d  to  step in to  the breach by b r in g in g  
in  the questton o f the “ Second F ro n t,”  
a rg u ing  W ild ly  aga inst “ a general s tr ike  
wave in  the U n ite d  States a t th is  tim e ,”  
appealing in  the  name o f the “ CIO, m em ­
bers in  u n ifo rm ”  and launch ing  a personal 
a tta ck  upon the M azey bro thers, fo r  which 
he was rou nd ly  booed.

P resident Thomas attem pted to  sw ing

' No Strike'  Policy Criticised

the tid e  by g iv in g  the f lo o r  to F ranken- 
steen. Im m ed ia te ly , the re  was an enormous 
clam or. The debate had been going- on fox- 
tw o hours, and the delegates wanted to 
vote. F o r tw e n ty  m inutes, they booed and 
stamped th e ir  fee t and refused to  lis ten  to 

„Frankensteen, who has an unsavory repu ta ­
tion  am ong the auto w orkers, p a r tic u la r ly  
fo r  his strike-b i-eaking ro le  in  the N o rth  
Am erican A v ia tio n  Corfrpany s tr ike .

Frankensteen Booed
Frankensteen was f in a lly  pe rm itte d  to 

speak, bu t his words, intended to m islead 
the delegates on the  re a l issue, had no 
e ffec t. A nd  he was again booed fo r  his 
e ffo rts .

The vote was taken th ree  tim es, f i r s t  by 
show o f hands, and tw ice  by  r is in g . A l ­
though the i-esolution was cleai-ly voted 
down, Thomas insisted he was “ in  doubt.”  
A  chorus o f boos greeted his statem ents 
and the re  was a c ry  fo r  a ro ll-c a ll vote. 
R a ther than  p e rm it a ro ll-c a ll, Thomas an­
nounced th a t the com m ittee “ w i l l  w ith d ra w  
the reso lu tion and b r in g  back reso lu tions on 
the W a r Labor Boai-d and also on o u r 
s tr ik e  problem , and so fo r th , w ith  an 
amended reso lu tion .”

Why The Leaders Stay In Office
The fa c t th a t the present leadersh ip  has w o rke rs ’ dem ocratic r ig h ts  in  the  in te res t

the backing o f the Roosevelt ad m in is tra - o f the w ar.
tion , and was given the  personal endorse­
m ent o f CIO P resident P h ilip  M u rra y  in  R o le  o f  Communist Party
his speech to the convention, also weighed m  ^  ~  .
, & The C om m unist P a r ty  a t th is  conventionheav ily  m  the m inds o f the delegates. , .. , . .. .

continued its  be traya ls  o f the auto w o rk -
M u rra y  gave a le ng th y  ram b lin g  90 m in - ers and f uHy exposed its  conniv ing, double-

ute speech on the th ird  day o f the con- dealing. game aga inst the in te re s t3 o f the
vention. I t  was c h ie fly  devoted to  boosting w o rke rs . The s ta lin is ts  did a ll the d ir ty
the Thom as-Addes leadership, u rg in g  the w o rk  aga inst the ra n k  and f j le  fo r  the
w orkers to  sacrifice  fo r  the  bosses’ w a r, JeaderSi s lav ish ly  boostin g  up the leader­
com pla in ing  about how the bosses are sh ip  and ta k in g  the  f lo o r  on o f its
ta k in g  advantage o f  the w orkers, b u t o f-  proposals. The s ta lin is ts ’ one desire, aside
f e r in i . n o  p rogram  o f genuine s tru g g le  f rom  a g ita t in g  fo r  -a “ Second F ro n t N ow ,”
aga inst the bosses. was to  p rove th e ir  lo y a lty  to the  Thom as-

Addes reg im e and thereby p ick  up a few
Pressure fo r  Progressive Stand organ iza tiona l crum bs and concessions. * 

The s trong  pressure o f the delegates on The ou ts tand ing  fa c t  about th is  conven- 
the leadership to  take a more progressive tio n  was its  dem onstra tion o f the  auto
and m il ita n t  stand on im p o rta n t p o lit ic a l w o rkers ’ irrepress ib le  m ilita n c y  and in he r-
questions, was shown in  a num ber o f the en t devotion to  dem ocratic polic ies w ith in
resolutions introduced and passed by the the un ion. They in tend to keep con tro l o f
convention. union polic ies in  the  hands o f  the  ra n k

Am ong them  was a sha rp ly  worded p ro - ai)d f ile ,  and every move to  weaken th e ir
tes t aga inst the in te rnm e n t in concentra- po licy-m aking  power, o r  in s titu te  bureau-
t io n  camps o f labo r un ion is ts  in  Canada c ra tic  measures, is m et by trem endous re -
and a denunciation o f the “ fa s c is t- lik e ”  sistance.
policies o f the Canadian governm ent; and Resentm ent aga inst the fra u d u le n t 
an endorsement o f the “ DoubJe-V-Cam- “ e q ua lity  o f sac rifice ”  program , used to
pa ign,”  c a llin g  fo r  a “ V ic to ry  fo r  Democ- tr ic k  t h / a u to  w orkers ou t o f th e ir  r ig h ts ,
racy  a t Home as w e ll as A broad .”  T h is  is g ro w in g  day by  day. The ra n k  and f i le
cam paign, in it ia te d  by  the  P ittsb u rg h  o f the m ig h ty  U A W -C IO , can be expected
Courier, lead ing  N egro  newspaper, has been to  press fo rw a rd  once m ore on its  tra d i-
denounced by  the  S ta lin is t press. B u t, tio n a l pa th  o f m il ita n t  s trugg le . W ith  a
w h ile  i t  includes an endorsement o f the new, m il ita n t  leadership, and a bold, ag-
w a r polic ies o f the c a p ita lis t governm ent, gressive program , the  U A W  w i l l  once more
i t  is  a step aw ay fro m  the p rogram  o f sub- lead the w ay in  the  b a ttle  o f the Am erican
m itt in g  to  the complete surrender o f the w o rk in g  class fo r  its  r ig h ts  and conditions.

The Struggle Over Overtime Pay
On Tuesday a fternoon, came the sharpest prem ise th a t g iv in g  up the over-tim e was 

co n flic t o f the convention. T h is  arose over necessary in  o rder to  keep the p lan ts
the reso lu tion  on overtim e pay fo r  S a tu r- ope ra ting  seven days a week. He declared:
day, Sunday and holidays. The reso lu tion  “ I  say th a t s ta tem ent is  n o t true . The fac ts
was in troduced by the un ion ’s W a r P o licy  are th a t the ove rtim e prem ium s . . . are
Com m ittee, headed by  S ecre tary-T reasurer ju s t a drop in  the  bucket when you compare
George Addes, and the In te rn a tio n a l E x - them  to  the  immense p ro fits  the  corpora-
ecutive Board members, W a lte r Reuther tions are m ak ing  a t the present tim e .”  He
and R ichard Frankensteen. pointed ou t fu r th e r  th a t the  leaders had

T h is  reso lu tion  was, f i r s t  o f a ll, a re - used the th re a t o f a n ti- la b o r le g is la tio n  to
endorsement o f the p rinc ip le  o f s a c rific in g  get the  w orkers to  “ v o lu n ta r ily ”  accept the
week-end and ho liday overtim e pay, p u t sacrifice  o f ove rtim e pay, b u t th a t the
over by  the leaders in  the  U A W  em ergency reso lu tion  “ im p lies  th a t we are asking
conference la s t A p r i l.  B u t the  reso lu tion  P resident Roosevelt and Congress to  pass
was also a com p la in t th a t the  po licy  was a n ti- la b o r le g is la tio n  to  abolish tim e  and a
being carried  o u t in  a “ d isc rim in a to ry ”  h a lf  fo r  Saturdays as such, and double tim e
m anner, because th<? A F L  unions, pa r- fo r  Sundays as such.”  H is  rem arks b rough t
t ic u la r ly  the In te rn a tio n a l Associa tion o f a b ig  round o f applause.
M ach in is t, were “ re fu s in g  to  make such The ne x t delegate to  speak was W ill ia m  
sacrifices”  and had “ so lic ited the  suppo rt Mazey o f Local 154, D e tro it, a w o rk e r who
o f unorganized w orkers  in  the  a irc ra f t  in -  had rece n tly  been fire d  fro m  the Hudson
d u s try  th rou gh ou t the cou n try  on the p la n t fo r  h is m il ita n t  un ion position . He
ground th a t th e ^U A W -C IO  has sacrificed asserted bo ld ly  th a t:  “ W hen we ta lk  about
prem ium  pay fo r  S atu rday, Sundays and equa lity  o f sacrifice  I  say the  w o rk in g  peo-
ho lidays, w h ile  the I.A .M . has refused to  pie are the on ly people who are m aking
make such sacrifice  and w ou ld  ob ta in  such any sacrifices— they w o rk  seven days a
prem ium  pay fo r  the  w orkers who jo ined week, they stay away fro m  th e ir  fam ilies
th a t  un ion.”  and ch ildren, and they are the on ly ones

The reso lu tion  w en t on to  com pla in th a t  who are dy in g  and leav ing  th e ir  blood on 
“ so-called ‘ independent’ unions and com- the b a ttle  fie lds .
pany unions . . . have likew ise  refused to  He fu r th e r  declared th a t  the  a rgum ent 
accept such po licy”  and th a t “ m any la rge  bad been used in  A p r i l  th a t “ the Fascists,
em ployers . . . have successfully used th is  the  Sm iths, the Coxes, etc. o f ou r na tiona l
device to  p re va il upon th e ir  employees n o t a d m in is tra tio n ”  were t r y in g  to  leg is la te  the
to  a f f i l ia te  w ith  the U A W -C IO .”  w o rkers ’ r ig h ts  away. B u t the un ion leader-

The reso lu tion  ended up th rea ten ing  th a t ship is “ so weak”  i t  doesn’t  w a n t to  f ig h t ,
unless the governm ent enforces the sacrifice  b u t w ants to  g ive the w o rke rs ’ r ig h ts  away
o f week-end overtim e pay “ u n ive rsa lly ”  “ fo r  no th ing .”
“ w ith in  the n e x t t h ir t y  days, the  U A W -
CIO  sha ll deem its e lf  released fro m  its  “ No Collective Bargaining ”
com m ittm en t.”  He b ro ug h t r in g in g  applause and cheers

A f te r  bo th Addes and R euther gave when he declared th a t “ we haven’t  had col-
le n g th y  ta lk s  in  support o f th is  reso lu tion , lective  b a rga in ing  in  th is  un ion since the
which in  e ffe c t calls upon the governm ent Jay we gave up the r ig h t  to  s tr ik e .”  
to  pass a n ti- la b o r le g is la tio n , the delegates The delegates were c le a rly  aroused
began h it t in g  the f lo o r  in  opposition. aga inst the  reso lu tion . One a f te r  another

the y  took the f lo o r  to  oppose i t  and to 
W orkers Against Resolution demand the p o licy  be im m ed ia te ly  repu-

E m il Mazey, o f Local 212, D e tro it, was diated. L lo yd  Jones, Local 2, declared:
th e  f i r s t  opposition speaker. He pointed “ You w ind  up by saying th a t unless the
o u t th a t  the  leaders had sold the  p rog ram  po licy o f re linq u ish in g  the  prem ium s paid
o f sacrifice  to  the U A W  la s t A p r i l  on the  fo r  S aturdays, Sundays and ho lidays is
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Negro S truggle
' " ............... g By A lbert P arker ■ ■■ ■■

I t  is no t ou r purpose on th is  
occasion, the second ann iver­
sary o f the death o f Leon T ro t­
sky, to  discuss a ll o f w ha t th a t 
g ro a t M a rx is t had to say about 
the N egro s trugg le  in  the U n i­
ted States. N o r is i t  ou r in ten ­
tio n  here to exaggerate the ex­
te n t o f his con tribu tions tow ard 
the so lu tion o f the im m ediate, 
p ra c tica l problem s o f u n it in g  
the  Am erican N egro and w h ite  
masses aga inst th e ir  common 
enemy. T ro ts k y  did no t have 
the o p p o rtu n ity  to  study the 
problem s o f the A m erican  N e­
g ro  a t close hand ; fo r  one th ing , 
the “ dem ocra tic”  governm ent o f 
th is  coun try  —  which welcomes 
Queen W ilh e lm ina  and o ther 
oppressors o f m illio ns  o f Ne­
groes —  would no t le t h im  live  
here and refused to  p e rm it even 
his dead body to cross the bor­
der.

T ro ts k y ’s g re a t con tribu tions 
were in  the fie ld  o f c la r ify in g  
the tasks and tac tics  o f the 
w o rld  w o rk in g  class and thus 
b r in g in g  toge the r the forces o f 
the w o rld  revo lu tiona ry  p a rty  
wh ich alone w i l l  lead the mass­
es o f a ll races to  the solution 
o f th e ir  problems. I t  w i l l  be fo r  
th is  above a ll th a t the A m e r­
ican Negro people w i l l  rem em ­
ber and honor T ro ts k y  in the 
fu tu re . In  add ition , m any o f his 
w r it in g s  dea lt w ith  the prob­
lems o f the colon ia l people and 
th e ir  s trugg le  fo r  independence 
fro m  im peria lism .

B u t th is  does no t mean th a t 
T ro ts k y  was unaware o f o r un­
derestim ated the sign ificance o f 
the concrete problems re la tin g  
to  the Am erican N egro  people. 
On the  con tra ry , a t every possi­
ble chance, he kep t em phasizing 
these th in g s :

1. The necessity fo r  w inn ing  
the  Negro people to  support of 
the  revo lu tiona ry  pa rty .

2. The necessity fo r  combat­
t in g  a ll traces o f rac ia l p re ju ­
dice among the w h ite  m ilita n ts  
and workers.

Long before the T ro ts k y is t 
m ovem ent was fo rm ed as an 
opponent o f S ta lin is t treachery, 
T ro ts k y  w ro te  a le tte r  in  rep ly  
to  some questions p u t to h im  
by Claude M cK ay, then a com­
m un ist. P rin te d  in  the M arch 
13, 1923 In te rn a tio n a l Press 
Correspondence, p a r t  o f the le t­
te r  said:

“ In  N o rth  Am erica the m a t­
te r  is fu r th e r  com plicated by 
the abominable obtusencss and 
caste presum ption o f the  p r iv i­
leged upper s tra ta  o f the w o rk ­
in g  class its e lf, who refuse to  
recognize fe llow -w orke rs  and 
f ig h t in g  comrades in  the N e­
groes. (A F L  President) Gomp- 
ers’ po licy is founded on the 
e xp lo ita tion  o f such despicable 
prejudices, and is a t the present 
t im e  the m ost e ffec tive  gu a r­
antee fo r  the  successful sub ju­
ga tion  o f w h ite  and colored 
w orkers a like. The f ig h t  aga inst 
th is  po licy m ust be taken up 
fro m  various sides, and on v a r i­
ous lines. One o f the m ost im ­
p o rta n t branches o f th is  con­
f l ic t  consists in  en ligh ten ing  
the  p ro le ta rian  consciousness 
by awakening the  fee ling  o f hu ­
man d ig n ity , and o f revo lu tion ­
a ry  pro test, am ongst the black 
slaves o f Am erican cap ita l. As 
stated above, th is  w o rk  can on ly 
be carried  ou t by se lf-s a c rific ­
in g  and p o lit ic a lly  educated re ­
vo lu tio na ry  Negroes.”

M ore than  six  years la te r, 
when the T ro tsky is ts  had been 
expelled fro m  the Com m unist 
In te rn a tio n a l fo r  th e ir  defense 
o f M a rx is t princ ip les, and when 
the  T ro tsky is ts  were ho ld ing 
th e ir  f i r s t  o rgan iza tion  con fe r­
ence in th is  cou n try  as the 
Am erican L e f t  Opposition, fo re ­
ru n n e r o f the present Socia list 
W orkers  P a rty , T ro tsky , a lready 
in  exile, w ro te  a le tte r  to  T H E  
M IL IT A N T  on “ Tasks o f the 
Am erican O pposition.”  In  th is , 
the f i r s t  le tte r  which he was 
able to  W rite  to his A m erican 
co llabora tors, T ro tsky  emphas­
ized the im portance o f the Ne­
g ro  problem  in  re la tion  to the 
re v o lu tio n a ry  m ovem ent:

“ The trade union bureaucrats, 
lik e  t lie  bureaucrats o f false 
Communism, live  in  the atm os­
phere o f a ris to c ra tic  pre judices 
o f the upper s tra ta  o f the w o rk ­
ers. I t  w il l be a tragedy i f  the 
O pposition is ts  are in fected even 
in  the s lig h te s t degree w ith  
these qua lities. W e m ust no t 
on ly  re jec t and condemn these 
pre judices; we m ust burn  them  
ou t o f our consciousness to  the 
la s t trace. We m ust fin d  the 
road to the m ost deprived, to 
the darkest s tra ta  o f the p ro ­
le ta r ia t, beginn ing w ith  the Ne­
gro, whom cap ita lis t society has 
converted in to  a P ariah , and 
who m ust learn to  see in  us his 
revo lu tiona ry  brothers. And th is  
depends w ho lly  upon our energy 
and devotion to  the  w ork .”  
(T H E  M IL IT A N T , M ay 1, 
1929.)

T ro ts k y ’s a tt itu d e  tow a rd  the

Negro masses contained no t a 
trace o f th a t condescension and 
sen tim en ta lis t superciliousness 
which characterized the S ta lin ­
ists and social-dem ocrats o f ten 
years ago. He was fa r  more 
in terested in  re c ru it in g  a Negro 
w o rke r than  a w h ite  in te llec ­
tua l. A nd  fo r  ve ry  good, ve ry  
m a te ria l reasons. To il lu s tra te :

In  1932 an app lica tion  fo r  
membership in  the T io ts k y is t  
movem ent was received in  th is  
coun try  fro m  24 Negroes in 
Johannesburg, South A fr ic a . As 
soon as T ro ts k y  had seen th e ir  
le tte r, he w ro te  an a rtic le  fo r  
T H E  M IL IT A N T  (J u ly  2, 1932,) 
in  which he said:

“ I f  the Johannesburg com­
rades did not as ye t have the 
possib ility ' to  acquaint them ­
selves closer w ith  the views o f 
the L e f t  O pposition on a ll the 
m ost im p o rta n t questions, i t  
cannot be an obstacle in  g e ttin g  
toge ther w ith  them  as closely 
as possible even today and to 
help them fra te rn a lly  to  come 
in to  the o rb it  o f our program  
and our tactics.

“ W hen ten in te llec tua ls  o f 
Paris, B e rlin  o r New Y o rk  who 
have been in  various o rgan iza­
tions, address themselves to  us 
w ith  a request to  be taken in to  
ou r m idst I  would g ive the fo l­
low ing  advice: P u t them  th ru  
a num ber o f tests on a ll the 
questions o f p ro g ra m ; w e t them  
under the ra in , d ry  them  in  the 
sun, and then a f te r  a new care­
fu l exam ination , accept one or 
two.

“ The m a tte r changes basica l­
ly  when ten  w orkers connected 
w ith  the masses come to  us. 
The d iffe rence in  our re la tio n  
to the pe tty  bourgeois and to 
the p ro le ta rian  groups does no t 
requ ire  any exp lanation. B u t i f  
the p ro le ta rian  group w orks in  
a d is tr ic t  where there are w o rk ­
ers o f various races, and in  sp ite  
o f th is , i t  consists on ly o f w o rk ­
ers o f a p riv ileged n a tio n a lity ,
I am inclined to regard them 
w ith  suspicion: are we no t deal­
in g  w ith  the w orkers ’ a ris to c ­
racy? Is n ’t  the group poisoned 
by slave ho ld ing prejudices ac­
tiv e  o r passive?

“ I t  is qu ite  a d iffe re n t m a t­
te r  when we are approached by 
a group o f N egro  w orkers. Here 
I  am ready to  consider before­
hand th a t we are achieving 
agreem ent w ith  them, even 
though th is  is no t ye t obvious; 
because o f th e ir  whole position 
they do no t s tr iv e  and cannot 
s tr ive  to  degrade anybody, op­
press anybody o r deprive any­
body o f his r ig h ts . They do no t 
seek p riv ileges and cannot rise 
to  the top except on the  road 
o f the in te rna tiona l revo lu tion .

“ We can and we should f in d  
a w ay to  the consciousness o f 
the Negro w orkers, o f the C h i­
nese w orkers, o f the H indu 
w orkers, a ll these oppressed 
colored races o f the human 
ocean to  whom belongs the  de­
cisive word in the development 
o f hu m an ity .”

In  a discussion on “ self-de­
te rm in a tio n ”  held w ith  one o f 
the Am erican T ro ts k y is t lead­
ers on Feb. 28, 1933, T ro tsky  
re turned once again to  the need 
fo r  f ig h t in g  ra c ia l pre judice 
am ong the w h ite  w orkers :

“ The N egro  can be developed 
to  a class s tandpo in t on ly when 
the w h ite  w o rke r is educated. . .

“ I  am absolute ly sure th a t 
they (the  N egro  masses) w i l l  
in  any case f ig h t  be tte r than 
the w h ite  workers. T h a t, how­
ever, can happen only provided 
the com m unist p a rty  carries on 
an uncom prom ising merciless 
strugg le . . . against the colos­
sal prejudices o f the w h ite  
w orkers and gives i t  no conces­
sions w hatever.”

Considerations o f space p re­
ven t us fro m  qu o tin g  fu r th e r, 
b u t we th in k  we have made the 
po in t. T ro ts k y  guided us to  a 
correct w o rk in g  class perspec­
tiv e  in  th is  respect as in a ll 
others. W e T ro tsky is ts  do no t 
c la im  to have a lo t  o f in fluence 
am ong the N egro masses today. 
The jo b  o f ga the ring  toge the r 
a group o f courageous, se lf- 
s a c rific in g  Negro revo lu tion is ts  
in a period o f reaction has not 
been an easy one —  no easier 
than th a t o f bu ild in g  the revo­
lu tio n a ry  p a rty .

B u t we have reason to  be en­
couraged by the progress o f the 
la s t few  years, especially since 
the w a r began. W e now num ber 
in ou r ranks a com para tive ly  
sm all bu t im p o rtan t num ber o f 
N egro  w orkers, m ost o f them 
active  trade un ion is ts  w ith  ex­
perience among the masses. The 
d iff ic u lt ie s  ahead are consider­
able, bu t we are con fident th a t 
ou r comrades, bo th N egro and 
w h ite , w i l l  p lay  a decisive ro le 
in  the Negro strugg les coming. 
Success in those s trugg les w il l  
be the on ly  k ind  o f m onum ent 
th a t T r o t s k y  would have 
wanted.

English W orkers Move L e ft

E D IT O R ’S N O TE

T h is  is the th ird  o f a series o f a rtic les  by comrade L. La w ­
rence who recently re turned fro m  a v is it  to  England where he 
was in  a position to  observe the cu rren t p o lit ic a l scene in  th a t 
coun try  and the e ffec ts  o f the w ar upon the B r it is h  w o rk ing  
class and th e ir  po litica l o rgan izations. Comrade Lawrence had 
an excellent, op p o rtu n ity  to  meet w ith  trade  unionists, advanced 
p o lit ic a l w orkers and many others and ge t th e ir  d ire c t opinions 
and im pressions o f currenft developm ents. The f in a l a rtic le  
o f th is  series w il l  appear in  a subsequent issue.

By L. LAWRENCE
The defeats abroad o f the B r it ­

ish E m pire  and harsh economic 
life  a t home have a ll been re­
flected in  the consciousness of the 
organized workers of England. As 
related in  past artic les, on the 
economic field the w o rk in g  class 
is tea ring  its e lf loose from  the 
no-strike agreement b e t w e e n  
th e ir  top  labo r leaders and the 
cap ita lis ts  resu ltin g  in  hundreds 
o f “ il le g a l'’ s trikes  d u rin g  the 
past year in  defense of th e ir  
r ig h ts  and standards.

The w o rk in g  class of England 
is showing a g row ing  understand­
in g  o f the slavehold ing im p e ria l­
is t ro le o f the B r it is h  Em pire. 
T h is  fac t is  brought home to the 
in terested v is ito r  on m any occa­
sions. I  ^was ta lk in g  w ith  a 
group of ' 20 average organized 
workers, none of them T ro tsky ­
ists, and I  was surprised to see 
the un a n im ity  and the class con­
scious approach w ith  which they 
attacked “ ca p ita lis t”  E ng land’s 
role in  Ind ia .

The continued setbacks and 
losses o f im p e ria lis t B r ita in  has 
not resulted in  passiv ity  and 
apathy among the organized 
workers o f England. The reaction 
of the organized Eng lish  w orker 
generally is: le t ’s find a better 
way of figh ting  H itle r .  W h ile  
w an ting  “ th is  bloody mess to 
end,”  the E ng lish  w o rke r never­
theless s t i l l  takes his side w ith  
the U n ited  N ations. On the heels 
o f defeats, setbacks, however, the 
average B r it is h  w orker tends to 
become more c r it ic a l and at the 
present stage th is  is reflected in  
his desire fo r  p u ttin g  a strong 
“ a n t i -  H it le r  governm ent”  in  
power. T h is  is generally assumed 
to  mean a governm ent m ore fa v ­
orable to th e ir  class and having 
more o f th e ir  class representa­
tives.

The E ng lish w o rk ing  class has

more confidence in  the type rep­
resented by Cripps than in  
C hurch ill. I t  looks to men lik e  
Cripps as being nearer the w o rk ­
in g  class and more responsive to 
its  interests. ( I t  should be noted 
tha t a t the tim e I was in  England, 
C ripps’ in fam ous role in  Ind ia  
was as yet not known to the 
workers. T h is  was due p r im a r ily  
to the propaganda in  th e ir  capi­
ta lis t press, the Labor P arty  
press and the S ta lin is t lies in  cov­
e ring  up his role. The labor lieu ­
tenants of cap ita lism  made i t  
seem th a t Cripps had p rac tica lly , 
offered independence plus Social­
ism to the Ind ian  people).

“ LA B O R  TO P O W E R !”
W IL ’S S LO G A N

T h is  confusing bu t nevertheless 
le ftw a rd  m oving mass conscious­
ness is of course a very im portan t 
development on the road to the 
revo lu tiona ry  «S ocia list struggle 
against fascism. The proof of th is  
can be seen in  the most en thusi­
astic reception accorded by wide 
layers o f organized w orkers to  the 
great progressive class slogan of 
the W orkers In te rn a tion a l Lea­
gue (W IL ) ,  adherent of the 
F ourth  In te rn a tio n a l: “ Labor to 
P ow er!"  T h is  slogan has had a 
great deal to do w ith  th e ir  phen­
omenal g row th  o f in fluence du r­
ing  the past h a lf year.

The W IL  has argued th a t the 
firs t step in  the d irec tion  of a 
real strugg le against fascism must 
be the ta k in g  of the po litica l 
power ou t o f the hands o f the 
cap ita lis ts  and p lac ing  i t  in  the 
hands o f the labor movement. T 
understand th a t even the A m eri­
can press reported the hearty  re­
ception given to the W IL  prop­
agandists a t the recent Labor Par­
ty ’s national conference. Among 
the workers in  the factories the 
slogan is rece iving even more fav­
orable response.

The greatest obstacles to the 
le ftw a rd  development, of the o r­
ganized workers of B r ita in  are the 
die-hard, class co llabo ra tion is t 
Labor P a rty  bureaucracy, and the 
S ta lin is ts . T he ' 1 Labor P arty  
bureaucracy, having a few posts 
in the Cabinet, has ra p id ly  de­
veloped fro m  a “ loya l opposition”  
to a loya l pa rtner in the ca rry ing  
ou t o f the im peria list, struggle 
and the attem pted reg im entation 
of the w o rk in g  class. They are 
equally responsible fo r  the im ­
perialist. defense o f Burm a and 
Malaya and the present im p e ria l­
ist. defense o f Egypt, Suez and In ­
dia. Together w ith  C h urch ill and 
the cap ita lis t class they dared not 
arm  the natives o f the Far East 
and the N ile . In  the case o f In ­
dia, of course, they in fam ously re­
fused together w ith  th e ir  cap ita l­
is t slave-hold ing partners, to 
g ran t the Ind ian  people freedom.

As a loyal pa rtner on the home 
f ro n t  the labo r leaders also have 
played an in fam ous role. H . M o r­
rison, labo r p a r ty  leader, and M in  
is te r o f Home Security, fo r  ex­
ample, has been d ire c tly  connect­
ed w ith  the fo rced -labor decree 
known as the “ Essential W orks 
Order.”  He has also d ire c tly  a t­
tacked c iv il r ig h ts  of the w o rk ­
ers by  fig h tin g  against the l i f t in g  
o f the ban on the S ta lin is t D a ily  
W orker, and has a lready sug­
gested in  P arliam ent the possibi­
l i t y  o f a fu tu re  ban aga inst the 
Socialist Appeal, organ o f the 
W IL .

LA B O R  P A R T Y  LE A D E R S  
B A C K  P O L IT IC A L  T R U C E

These Labor P a rty  collaborators 
w ith  C h u rc h ill’s governm ent have 
also agreed to a p o litica l truce 
between th e ir  p a r ty  and Church­
i l l ’s p a rty , the  Conservatives. 
T h is  truce is an agreement “ in 
the in terests of na tiona l u n ity ”  to 
m a in ta in  the status quo in  P a rlia ­
ment. Since the governm ent has 
not gone to the coun try  in  quite 
a wh ile , the on ly  elections tha t 
take place are by-elections when 
members o f P arliam ent die. W hen 
a Conservative dies, the Labor 
P arty  does not challenge his seat 
and vice versa.

The second b ig  obstacle in  the 
way of the le ftw a rd  m oving w o rk ­
ers is the class-collaborationist 
propaganda of the S ta lin is ts . A t 
the tim e I  was in  England, the 
CP was r id in g  the wave o f the 
g lorious Soviet, defense struggles 
of the past w in te r.

W O R KERS LO O K TO 
S O V IE T  U N IO N

It. should be noted th a t as a- 
ga inst th e ir  passive acceptance of 
C h u rch ill’s leadership in  the war, 
the workers en thus iastica lly  ac­
cepted the Soviet U n ion ’s leader­
ship in  the war. They looked to 
the Soviet U n ion as the leader in  
the s trugg le  aga inst fascism . A lso 
they fu l ly  even though m is taken ly

iden tified  the Soviet U n ion ’s de­
fense w ith  S ta lin ’s leadership. Na­
tu ra lly  in  such a s itua tion  the 
Communist P arty . S ta lin ’s d irect 
representative , was the p a rty  
most closely associated in  the 
m inds of the workers w ith  the 
Soviet U n ion ’s m agnificent de­
fense. Many advanced workers in  
England w il l  te ll you tha t there 
is a half-hearted understand ing in 
the m inds of the B r it is h  w o rk ­
ers th a t there is a great d is tin c ­
tio n  between the honest struggle 
being carried  by the heroic So­
v ie t w orkers and the CP organiza­
tion  in  B r ita in  w h ich  switches its  
line  so often. B u t even these 
advanced m ilita n ts  w i l l  adm it, 
th a t, by and la rge , th is  d is tinc ­
tion  is in  the background 'and the 
p o p u la r ity  o f the CP is h igh .

T rue to its  im p e ria lis t lackey’s

B y W IL L IA M  G R A Y
NEW  YORK, Aug. 11. —  A 
serious breach was made in the 
wage and hour standards of the 
New York needle trade work­
ers in an agreement reached 
last week between officials of 
the ILGW U, New York Gar­
ment Manufacturers, and rep­
resentatives of the WPB and 
Army procurement officers.

As ye t app ly ing  to on ly  one 
sm all section of the in du s try , the 
m anufacture of arm y raincoats, 
th is  agreement 'w i l l  eventua lly 
cover the whole dress indus try , 
according to Ju lius  Hoehman, 
Manager of the N. Y. Jo in t Board 
o f the ILG W U . He stated tha t 
the dress in d u s try  w i l l  be ready 
to handle government, contracts 
on wage bases low er than the pre­
v a ilin g  standards.

Union counsel M. Herbert Syme 
stated tha t the m ain concessions 
by the un ion leaders were to raise 
the w o rk  week from  36 to 40 
hours and to cut the average hour­
ly  wage from  $1.10 to $1.00. The 
o ther concessions have no t yet. 
been announced.

As reported prev iously  in  T H E  
M IL IT A N T , the anti-labor policies 
of the W PB and the A rm y  p ro­
curem ent officers have resulted in  
tremendous unem ploym ent in  
New Y ork  C ity, p a rtic u la r ly  fo r 
the unionized garm ent workers.

T H E  U N IO N ’S CH ARG ES '
Un ion leaders have fo r weeks 

been nego tia ting  w ith  the W PB 
and the A rm y, t ry in g  w ith o u t suc­
cess to get. substantia l w a r con­
tracts fo r th is  c ity . That, the un­
ion  o ffic ia ls  were fu l ly  aware of 
the an ti-labor m eaning o f the A r ­
m y and W PB policies is shown 
by many speeches and statements.

A n a rtic le  w h ich  appeared in  
the J u ly  15 issue of Justice, 
ILG W U  weekly, reports th a t at a 
special membership m eeting of 
Local 22 on J u ly  2, Vice-President 
Charles Z im m erm an accused the

The August issue of F ourth  In ­
te rna tiona l, the m on th ly  maga­
zine, is designated as the T ro tsky 
M em oria l Number.

Published th is  week, i t  includes 
“ On Some C ritics  o f T ro tsky ”  by 
Marc Lo ris , w h ich a u th o rita tive ly  
answers such c r it ic s  as Max East­
man, .1. R. Johnson and others 
who “ exp la in ”  S ta lin ’s crushing 
o f the Left. Opposition in  Russia 
as due to the personal inade­
quacies of T ro tsky. “ T ro tsky ’s 
R evo lu tionary  O ptim ism ”  is the 
E d ito r ia l C om m ent'» ! the month, 
p a rtic u la r ly  no ting  his prophetic 
views on In d ia  and the United 
States.

“ The T r ia l o f the Assassin.”  by 
W alter Rourke, summarizes to 
date the cou rt proceedings and 
the attem pts o f S ta lin ’s GPU to 
get the assassin of T ro tsky  out of 
ja il.  "The Second W orld  W ar,”  
by Leon T ro tsky, is the From  the 
Arsenal of M arx ism  choice of the 
m onth ; i t  is the fu l l  te x t o f the 
rem arkable in te rv ie w  w h ich  T ro t­
sky gave to the St. Louis Post- 
Dispatch  a few months before his 
death.

A  fea tu red a rtic le  is John G. 
W rig h t’s "W ha t the Soviet. Press 
Reveals," analyzing the la test is ­
sues o f the Russian press to a r­
r iv e  in  th is  country.

role, the CP has betrayed tha t con­
fidence in  qu ick-fire  tim e. The 
S ta lin is ts  stand w h o lly  behind 
the p o lit ic a l truce th a t exists be­
tween Labor and the Conserva­
tives. They always give whole­
hearted support to  the Labo r or 
Conservative candidate fo r  P a rlia ­
ment.

S T A L IN IS T S  B E T R A Y  
B R IT IS H  W O R KERS

The CP attem pts to ju s t i fy  its  
reactionary ro le in  E ng lish  p o li­
tics  today by lu ll in g  the workers 
w ith  the be lie f th a t the “ le ft”  side 
o f the w a r is au to m a tica lly  taken 
care o f by the Soviet U n ion ’s par­
tic ip a tio n  in  the war. In  practice 
the CP has given a ll support pos­
sible to the im p e ria lis t w a r and 
the masters o f England.

T h e ir s e rv ility  has even reached 
the phase where Gallagher, on ly 
CP member o f P arliam ent, was 
about the on ly  “ lib e ra l”  in  Par­
liam en t who gave C h urch ill a 
vote o f confidence a fte r the fa ll 
o f Tobruk. AH k inds of self-styled 
libera ls and Laborites voted a- 
ga inst C h urch ill, and thereby re­
flected w o rk in g  class sentim ent in  
th e ir  respective loca lities, bu t not 
Gallagher. He, above a ll, was out 
to support C h u rch ill unhes ita ting ­
ly  and unw avering ly , come w hat 
may.

brass hats of d isc rim in a tio n  a- 
ga inst un ion labor. He pointed 
ou t th a t th e ir  practise o f g iv in g  
A rm y  contracts to the lowest b id ­
ders made i t  im possible fo r the 
New Y o rk  area —  w ith  a h igher 
cost of liv in g , un ion wages and 
conditions —  to compete w ith  the 
open shop South, w h ich is b u ild ­
in g  new factories and creating 
a r iv a l to the unionized in du s try  
in  the south.

Z im m erm an said. “ We w i l l  raise 
as much he ll as necessary to see 
th a t we get more defense w ork  in 
th is  area.”

The un ion also supported de­
mands tha t the W PB and arm y 
offic ia ls  a llow  a price  d iffe re n tia l 
to the New Y o rk  area to enable 
th is  area to compete in  the b id ­
d ing fo r  w a r contracts, and th a t 
th is  area be allocated orders d i­
re c tly  proportionate to the volume 
of c iv ilia n  w o rk  p rev iously  done.

A MISERABLE SURRENDER
Thus despite the fu l l  knowledge 

of the un ion leadership of the an­
ti-un ion  aim s of the W PB and 
a rm y officers, and despite th e ir  
prom ise to “ raise as m uch he ll as 
necessary to pro tect un ion  stand­
ards,”  a m iserable surrender of 
the conditions and wages of the 
rank and file has resulted.

W PB offic ia ls  were reported as 
being h ig h ly  pleased w ith  the un­
io n ’s agreement to cu t its  scale 
and w ill no doubt use th is  prece­
dent to fu r th e r press its  an ti-labor 
a c t iv ity  a t the expense of other 
labor organizations. There can 
be no doubt that, the garm ent 
bosses are also pleased w ith  the 
agreement. They are fo r any­
th in g  th a t lowers the w orkers’ 
wages and raises the hours.

The logica l resu lt of the capi­
tu la tio n  of the ILG W U  leadership 
to the boss-inspired policies o f the 
governm ent and A rm y  agencies 
can on ly  be the  weakening o f a. 
un ion b u ilt  by countless sacrifices 
onj the pa rt of the garm ent w o rk ­
ers.

“ China in  the W ar, by F . M o r­
row , defends Ch ina ’s w a r o f na­
tio n a l libe ra tion  as progressive; 
i t  is  an answer to the pseudo- rad­
ica l theory of M ax Shachtman 
who asserts th a t a ll the present 
struggles in  the colon ia l and semi- 
colon ia l countries are m erely 
“ serving one im p e ria lis t camp a- 
ga inst the other.”

C. Charles con tribu tes an a r­
tic le  on “ Am erican Patent Mono­
polies,”  exp la in ing  the use made 
of patents by the monopolies in  
re s tr ic tin g  production.

“ The Real S itua tion  in  A rgen­
tin a ,”  by Terence Phelan, effect­
ive ly  refutes W ashington ’s propa­
ganda tha t A rgen tina ’s resistance 
to en te ring  the w ar is instigated 
by the Axis.

L i  Fu-jen has con tribu ted an 
in fo rm a tive  a rtic le  on the death 
of Chen Tu-hsiu, "A  Chinese Re.vo:. 
lu tio n is t Passes.”

The departm ent o f “ In te rn a ­
tion a l Notes”  Carries unusual ma­
te r ia l from  Yugoslavia, England, 
China, Ind ia , and Poland.

Single copies of F ou rth  In te rn a ­
tio n a l are 20 cents each. Sub­
scrip tion  rates are $2 a year. The 
office of F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l is 
116 U n ive rs ity  Place, New Y ork  
c ity .

ILGWU Leaders Surrender 
Conditions To Brass Hats

August Fourth International 
Features Trotsky Memorial

Trotsky’s Military 
Policy And Its Critics

One o f the m ost im p o rta n t 
cu rre n t policies o f our p a rty  
was in troduced a t the  sug­
gestion o f Leon T ro ts k y  sh o rtly  
before Jacson succeeded in  the 
task  assigned to  h im  by  S ta lin ’s 
G PU, the ta s k  o f m urde ring  
T ro ts k y . I  re fe r to  the  po licy  
o f m il i ta ry  tra in in g  under trade 
un ion con tro l. T h is  po licy  w i l l  
go down in  h is to ry  as one o f the 
m ost im p o rta n t and one o f the 
m ost s ig n if ic a n t in  revo lu ­
tio n a ry  M a rx is t annals.

I t  is n o t a new ta c tic  in  the 
sense th a t m il i ta ry  t ra in in g  o f 
the masses had never before 
been advocated by  any M arx is t. 
Len in  had once before proposed 
essentia lly  the same tac tic . 
W h a t made T ro ts k y ’s proposal 
so s ig n if ic a n t were the  c ircum ­
stances under w h ich  i t  was ad­
vanced. The question o f m il i ­
ta ry  t ra in in g  was be ing discuss­
ed everywhere and by  every­
body a t th a t tim e  and hence a 
proposal w h ich  m ig h t have gone 
unnoticed under o ther c ircu m ­
stances im m ed ia te ly  received a 
g re a t deal o f a tte n tio n  and be­
came an im p o rta n t sub ject fo r  
discussion.

A  b i l l  was about to  be in ­
troduced in  Congress ca llin g  fo r  
com pulsory m il i ta ry  tra in in g . 
The n a tu ra l tendency o f those 
opposed to  a c a p ita lis t reg im e 
was s im p ly  to  wage a cam paign 
o f opposition to  th is  b i l l  on the 
grounds o f genera l opposition 
to  m ilita r is m  and p a rtic u la r op­
pos ition  to  the w a r po lic ies o f 
Roosevelt.

A  CLASS A T T IT U D E  
ON M IL IT A R Y  T R A IN IN G

T ro tsky , however, saw in  the 
in tro du c tion  o f a conscrip tion  
measure in  Congress an o p ­
p o r tu n ity  fo r  a d iffe re n t k ind  
o f cam paign than mere opposi­
tion  to  the conscrip tion b ill.  He 
saw in  the s itua tion  a chance to  
tu rn  the a tte n tio n  o f the ad­
vanced w o rkers  aw ay fro m  a 
m ere ly  nega tive  opposition to  
conscrip tion  to  a pos itive  class 
a ttitu d e  on the question o f m il i­
ta ry  tra in in g .

E x a c tly  w h a t T ro ts k y  fo re ­
saw occurred when our p a r ty  
adopted the slogan o f “ m il ita ry  
t ra in in g  under trade  un ion con­
t ro l. ”  The S oc ia lis t W orke rs ’ 
P a r ty  was im m ed ia te ly  d is tin ­
guished fro m  a ll bourgeois, 
p a c if is t and d o c trina ire  socia lis t 
opposition to  conscrip tion. I t  
presented a positive  p rogram  
w hich, a t the ve ry  least, had 
the e ffe c t o f b r in g in g  the  a tten ­
tion  o f the advanced w orkers 
to the necessity o f a class ap­
proach to  the question o f m il i­
ta ry  tra in in g .

IM P O R T A N T  Q U E S T IO N  
FO R  T H E  EPO CH

W e are liv in g  in  a period 
when a ll im p o rta n t questions 
are settled by force. T h is  is the 
basic prem ise m ak ing  m il ita ry  
t ra in in g  o f the  w orkers  ab­
so lu te ly  essential. Prosecutors, 
e ith e r th rou gh  ignorance o r 
m alice, m ay c la im  th a t th is  
constitu tes advocating the use 
o f force, b u t in te llig e n t and 
honest people w i l l  recognize i t  
as a s ta tem ent o f fa c t  s im ila r  
to  the  sta tem ent th a t  n ig h t fo l­
lows t jje  day. I t  is a genera liza­
tio n  based on an analysis o f 
present-day society.

I t  can be said th a t th is  was 
tru e  d u rin g  any period in  the 
development of ca p ita lis t society. 
O nly the o re tica lly  so. The ad­
vent of fascism  brings th a t t ru th  
sha rp ly  to the consciousness of 
the masses and th is  makes a ll 
the d ifference in  the w orld . I t  
is  one th in g  when on ly  the most 
advanced sections are capable of 
recognizing ce rta in  tru th s  and i t  
is  another th in g  when events 
have developed to a po in t where 
the masses of people are able to 
see the t ru th  o f a proposition.

A  class o r a na tion  th a t ig ­
nores the necessity of m il ita ry  
tra in in g  is one th a t is doomed 
to defeat. M il ita ry  tra in in g  is 
no t in  Itse lf su ffic ien t to b ring  
v ic to ry  to a na tion  o r class, hut 
I t  is  absolute ly indispensable 
fo r  v ic to ry . I f  the Ind ian  mass­
es should continue to  fo llo w  
G andhi’s po lic ies o f passive 
resistance defeat is unavoidable 
fo r  them.

S LO G A N  CO M BATS 
P A C IF IS T  IL L U S IO N S

The ve ry  slogan of m il ita ry  
t ra in in g  under trade un ion con­
tro l combats pacifism. I t  teaches 
the w orkers the necessity to 
prepare, in  th is  period, to figh t 
the enemy w ith  h is  weapons and 
ju s t as s k il lfu lly .  I f  th a t slogan 
had no o ther value than  to I n ­
oculate the advanced workers 
against pacifis t ideas i t  would 
be justified .

B u t i t  does fa r  more than 
th a t. I t  exhorts the w orkers  
no t on ly  to ob ta in  m il ita ry  
tra in in g  bu t to do so on a class 
basis. I t ,  in  effect, says to  the 
w orkers : le t the organizations 
of you r class take con tro l o f the 
m il ita ry  t ra in in g  o f the w o rk ­
ers. The effect o f such a slo­
gan, i f  ca rried  out, m ust neces­
s a r ily  and Ine v itab ly  resu lt in

the organ ization o f a class a rm y 
prepared and able to defend the 
in terests of the w o rk ing  masses.

They are indeed b lind  who do 
not see the significance of the 
slogan. To oppose i t  means on ly 
an ind iffe rence  to the dangers 
o f pacifism  in  the ranks o f the 
workers, i f  not ac tua lly  favo r­
in g  such pacifism. To oppose i t  
means no t to understand the 
d e s ira b ility  and necessity of 
educating the workers to th in k  
a long the lines o f th e ir  own 
class arm y to defend th e ir  class 
interests.

*  s *
W H Y  T H E  O P P O S IT IO N  
R EJEC TS T H E  S LO G AN

Reasons given by those who 
oppose the slogan on allegedly 
revo lu tiona ry  grounds c learly  
ind ica te e ither a lack o f under­
s tand ing o r an in te n tio na l m is­
construction of the whole con­
cept. They have in  the firs t 
place claim ed tha t we advocate 
trade un ion contro l o f the arm y. 
They do no t have to teac:h us 
th a t the present arm y, as dis­
t in c t from  the in d iv id u a l sol­
d iers composing it ,  is  a cap ita l­
is t  in s titu t io n  and to  a tte m p t 
to  ga in  con tro l o f th is  in s t itu ­
t io n  fo r  the trade  unions is 
sheer fan tasy. W h a t we advo­
cate is n o t trade  un ion con tro l 
o f the c a p ita lis t a rm y  bu t trade 
un ion con tro l o f m il i ta ry  t ra in ­
ing . There is qu ite  a d is tinc tio n  
between the tw o.

A no ther accusation levelled a- 
ga inst us because o f our advo­
cacy of m il ita ry  tra in in g  under 
trade un ion contro l is tha t we 
favo r com pulsory m il ita ry  serv­
ice and th a t we support any con­
sc rip tion  b i l l  in troduced by rep­
resentatives of ca p ita lis t parties 
in  the leg is la ture . As ind ica ted 
above the value of the slogan 
was g re a tly  enhance^ by the 
fa c t th a t the Roosevelt adm in­
is tra tio n  had raised the question 
of com pulsory m il ita ry  tra in in g  
and tha t, consequently the niass- 
es were discussing it .  Our oppo­
nent seized upon th a t very  c ir ­
cumstance to confuse the con­
scious w orkers by te llin g  them 
th a t we favored the conscrip tion  
h ill in troduced in  Congress.

A t tha t tim e  we made i t  very 
clear th a t we opposed the par­
t ic u la r  conscrip tion measure in ­
troduced in  Congress. Had we 
had a' representative in  Congress 
he would have in troduced a b ill 
p ro v id ing  fo r m il ita ry  tra in in g  
under trade un ion contro l and 
a t the expense of the govern­
ment.

Our opponents never made i t  
c lear w hether they opposed the 
idea of m il ita ry  tra in in g  by the 
trade un ions o r the demand that 
the governm ent de fray the ex­
penses fo r  such tra in in g , or the 
idea o f conscrip tion. Probably 
i t  is the la tte r  th a t they re a lly  
opposed, (T h is  is g iv in g  them 
the b e ne fit o f  the doubt.)

To th a t we answer: M arx is ts  
do no t oppose conscrip tion as a 
p rinc ip le . The Soviet Un ion has 
a perfect r ig h t  to conscrip t peo­
ple to serve in  the Red A rm y. 
W h ile  ou r emphasis was not and 
is not on conscrip tion but on 
m il ita ry  t ra in in g  we would not 
hesitate to support conscrip tion 
provided the m il ita ry  tra in in g  
were to be under the contro l of 
the w orkers ’ organizations. We, 
as M arxists, always ask: w hat 
is the purpose of the p a rtic u la r 
conscrip tion  advocated ? whom 
is  i t  intended to  serve?

C onscrip tion fo r  the  purpose 
of fu rn is h in g  m il i ta ry  tra in in g  
to  w orkers under trade un ion 
con tro l w i l l  a lways find  cham­
pions in  revo lu tiona ry  M arxists. 
Because such conscrip tion and 
such t ra in in g  would assure the 
v ic to ry  of the w o rk in g  class in 
any strugg le forced upon it  by 
the fascists o r any reactionary 
section o f the cap ita lis t class.

G R E A T  V A L U E  
OF T R O T S K Y ’S SLO G AN

N e ithe r T ro tsky  nor we be­
lieved th a t the idea would im ­
m edia te ly be accepted by the 
w orkers  as a whole b u t we un­
derstood the tremendous educa­
tion a l value of th a t slogan fo r 
the advanced workers. I f  and 
when the idea w i l l  be acted upon 
by the trade unions, w ith  or 
w ith o u t the governm ent’s defray­
in g  the expenses, the v ic to ry  of 
the w o rk in g  class w i l l  be- well- 
n igh  certa in.

A las th a t S ta lin  succeeded in  
preven ting  T ro tsky  from  answer­
in g  the opponents of the slogan 
and thus from  exp la in ing  and 
e laborating upon the idea. Es­
sen tia lly , however, the idea of 
m il ita ry  t ra in in g  under trade 
un ion con tro l is  one o f those 
ideas not acqu iring  elaborate ex­
p lanation . I t  is  easily under­
stood by w orkers interested in 
the w e lfa re  of th e ir  class and 
no t corrupted by pacifism  or doc­
tr in a ire  socialism .

To assure the v ic to ry  of th e ir  
class the Am erican w orkers w i l l  
have to  adopt the po licy  of m i l i ­
ta ry  tra in in g  under contro l of 
t l ie ir  organizations as w e ll as 
the  o ther fundam enta l ideas ad­
vocated by Leon T ro tsky .

Trotsky and the American Negro Struggle

British Trotskyists Raise Slogan: " Labor to Power!"
By M. MORRISON

Black Market 
Flourishes In 
Steel Industry

There is a widespread black 
m arke t in  the steel in du s try  
w h ich, in  the m id s t of much pub­
licized steel shortages, is se lling  
hundreds o f thousands o f pounds 
o f steel a t sky-high pro fiteering 
prices. T h is  was revealed last 
week a t New Orleans a t a House 
subcommittee hearing.

F rank  0. H igg ins, manager of 
the H igg ins Corporation, whose 
shipyards were recently  shut 
down because o f a W PB refusal 
to allocate steel to them, testified 
th a t he had purchased huge 
quan tities o f steel from  black 
m arke t warehouses a ll over the 
country.

W h ile  the W PB could not. a llo ­
cate steel, he was able to buy 
eve ry th ing  he needed from  black 
m arke t dealers, H igg ins testified.

“ LEGAL PROFITEERING”
“ You have to pay a prem ium ," 

he said, “ but. i t  is  not illega l. I t  
is  legal p ro fitee ring .”

So huge are the supplies of 
steel ava ilab le  in  the black m arke t 
warehouses th a t i t  is  beyond 
doubt th a t the b ig  steel mono­
polists are engaged in  the trade.

Since there is no ce ilin g  price 
on shipm ents o f less than 40,000 
pound carload lots, the ware­
houses, fed by b ig  m ills , contract 
fo r 39,000 pound lo ts  at prices "as 
h igh as the tra ffic  w i l l  bear.”

No details on the evidence g iv ­
en by H igg ins were revealed by 
the House subcommittee, which 
heard the m ost im p o rtan t tes ti­
m ony behind locked doors.

The fac t th a t the basic steel 
in d u s try  is ridd led by black 
m arke t operations reveals the in ­
a b il i ty  o f the governm ent to  en­
force price ceilings. The opera­
tions of a black m arke t and the 
skyrocke ting  o f prices in  the steel 
in d u s try  w i l l  a ffect a ll im portan t 
m anufactu ring  and w i l l  have a 
w ido effect on prices generally.

A lthough Roosevelt, on hearing 
the testim ony of H igg ins, stated 
tha t black m arke t dealers should 
go to ja il,  no action has been 
taken to prosecute them.

CONNECTIONS 
IN WASHINGTON

That the black m arke t in  steel 
has h igh  connections in  W ashing­
ton is shown by the fac t tha t the 
warehouses dealing in the under­
ground tra ffic  know  in  advance 
when a m anufacture r w i l l  get a 
governm ent con tract and flood 
him  w ith  c ircu la rs  o ffe rin g  im ­
mediate de live ry  of the r ig h t types 
of steel needed.

When in form ed o f the Presi­
dent’s statem ent that, the black 
m arke t dealers should go to ja il,  
H igg ins is reported to have smiled 
and said:

“ I don’t see what all the excite­
ment is about, Everytone wjho 
knows anything about steel or 
building knows of this market 
and of the fact that warehouses 
are bulging with steel.”



P O U R  — T R E  M I L I T A N T — A U G U S T  15,  1 9 4 2

THE M IL IT A N T
Published in the interests of the 

Working People.

VOL. V I— No. 33 Saturday, August 15, 1942

Published Weekly by 
the MUTANT PUBLISHING ASS’N 
at lie University Place. New Y«rk, N. Y.

T elethon« i A lro n a a in  4-8M7

E d i to r :
GEORGE BREITR1AN

TH E  M IL IT A N T  follows the policy of permit­
ting its contributors to present their own views 
in signed articles. These views therefore do not 
necessarily represent the policies of TH E  M IL I­
TAN T which are expressed in its editorials.

•afeecrlptlon» : $2.00 per year ; $1.00 fo r »lx montilo. 
Ito rtig a : $1.00 per year. $1.60 to r »lx montha. Bundle 
»»dar» : I  eenta per oopy In thè United State« ; 4 w o U  
per eopy la a ll fe re tro  oeontrlea. Single ooplee : 6 eenta.

“ Reentered as necond ciane n ia tte r Fe h m ary  13. IM I  
al thè posi o ffice  at New Y o rk , N . Y .. ondar thè  A c t of 
M arch 3. 187#.”
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appearance o f being beheaded. The B r it is h  au tho r­
itie s  —  echoed by a ll the fo re ig n  correspondents —  
are  assuring the w o rld  th a t “ f irm  measures”  w i l l  p u t 
an end to  the  “ d isorders.”  B u t they are w h is tlin g  
in  the dark.

In  the f irs t  days perhaps the m ost p rom inen t place 
in  the  arena was taken by the students. T h is  pheno­
menon is fa m il ia r  enough in  the  s trugg les o f a ll p re ­
do m in an tly  ag ra ria n  countries —  Russia, Yugoslavia , 
etc. B u t the  students are m ere ly  the harb ingers o f 
the  ne x t stage, when the peasantry and the  p ro le ­
ta r ia t  w i l l  sw ing  in to  action.

F rom  the countryside, where more tha n  70 per cent 
o f the popu la tion  t i l ls  the soil, no th ing  has ye t been 
heard. P a r t ly  th a t is due to  the poor prepa ra tions 
o f  the Congress leaders, p a r t ly  to  the poor commu­
n ica tions w ith  the  v illages. B u t the  v illages w i l l  
rise , as the y  always have when the s igna l is g iven 
fro m  the c ities , and th is  tim e  th e y  w i l l  rise  as never 
before. A n  end to  paym ent o f taxes and land-rents, 
se ttin g  f ir e  to the mansions o f B r it is h  o ff ic ia ls  and 
th e ir  na tive  agents, seizures o f the g ra in  and liv e ­
stock o f the landowners and princes —  a l l the  as­
pects o f peasant rebellions w i l l  soon be reported. 

W orkers W ill Have Decisive Say
B u t the decisive w ord in  the present s trugg le  m ust 

be said by  the  p ro le ta r ia t in  the g re a t c ities  o f C al­
c u tta  and Bom bay and the nearby in d u s tr ia l towns. 
In  the previous “ c iv il disobedience”  cam paigns the re  
were a lw ays g re a t s trikes  o f  the  te x t ile  w orkers, 
the 'o ldest section o f the s till-y o u n g  Ind ian  p ro le ta ­
r ia t .  B u t w ith  re la t iv e ly  l i t t le  in d u s try , the p r in ­
c ipa l aspect o f the s trugg le  in  the c ities  was the 
h a rta l o f  the innum erab le l i t t le  shopkeepers.

T h is  tim e, however, the  shopkeepers are o f m ino r 
economic and p o lit ic a l w e ig h t compared to the  ra p id ­
ly-grow ing- p ro le ta r ia t o f the w a r industries. A l ­
ready a t the beginn ing o f the w a r thex-e were about 
five m illio n  in d u s tr ia l p ro le ta rians  in  In d ia : tw o m il­
lio n  w o rk in g  in  pow er-d riven fac to ries , a m illio n  
ra ihvaym en and m iners, 400,000 tra n s p o rt w orkers, 
a m illio n  p lan ta tion  wox-kers. The increase since 
1940 is concealed b y  the B r it is h  as a  “ m il ita ry  se­
c re t”  bu t has been considerable, especia lly in  power- 
d riven  fac to ries . C a lcu tta  has become a g iga n tic  
arsenal o f w a r in d u s try , and the Bom bay reg ion is 
on ly  second to  C a lcu tta .-

Hence ha rta ls  o f shopkeepers mean l i t t le  com pai- 
cd to the new pow er o f the in d u s tr ia l p ro le ta r ia t. 
B r ita in  can endure closed l i t t le  shops, b u t no t shu t­
down w a r p lants. Thus the decisive say in  th is  s tru g ­
gle  w i l l  be th a t <5f the c ity  w orkers. I f  they  take 
the lead, and ra l ly  the  peasantry, B r ita in  is th rou gh  
in  Ind ia .

W orkers Need M ore Than  Congress Plan
The w orkers stand f ir m ly  fo r  independence and 

fo r  f ig h t in g  fo r  it .  F o r  the w orkers, however, m ore 
than  fo r  the re s t o f the popu la tion , the Congx-ess 
p lan fo r  “ deadlock”  is a hopelessly in su ffic ie n t m eth ­
od o f s trugg le . The peasant re fu s in g  to pay taxes 
and ren ts  s t i l l  continues as before his m iserable l i v ­
in g  fro m  the land. The shopkeepers fo r  a  tim e  can 
liv e  o f f  h is t in y  cap ita l. The w orkers , however, 
have n e ithe r land nor cap ita l. W ith  the  fac to ries  
closed fo r  an in d e fin ite  period, the w orkers  face 
s ta rva tio n . Hence fo r  the p ro le ta r ia t the  s h u ttin g - 
down o f the  facto i'ies can be m ere ly  p re lim in a ry  to  
a d irec t s trugg le  fo r  s tate power. The general s tr ik e  
o f the  w o rkers  is the  s igna l fo r  revo lu tion , o r  i t  is  
doomed to  defeat, e ith e r by s ta rva tio n  o r by repres­
sions. Thus th e ir  whole s itu a tio n  drives the  pi-ole- 
ta r ia t  to  adopt a re v o lu tio n a ry  progx-am go ing  fa r  
beyond the “ deadlock”  fo rm u la  o f the Congress.

W il l  the  p ro le ta r ia t em bark on th is  road? The 
te x tile  w orkers  are a lready out, in  accordance w ith  
th e ir  long  tra d itio n . Some w a r p la n ts  also are a l­
ready down. B u t the s itu a tio n  has n o t y e t unfolded. 
I t  is  a question o f leadei-ship. W il l  the  p ro le ta r ia t 
find  it?

I t  m ust be emphasized th a t  the Congress is  lim ite d  
in  its  appeal to  the  w orkers, n o t on ly  by  the  lim ita ­
tions  o f the  Congress “ deadlock”  p lan , b u t also by 
the  malodorous record o f the Congress p rov inc ia l 
governm ents o f 1938-1939, w h ich  ordered th e  police 
o u t to  break s tr ikes  (especia lly  s trikes  aga inst the 
Ind ian  em ployers who con tro l the  Congress!), passed 
a n ti- la b o r leg is la tion , etc.

P a i't o f the  o ffic ia l trade un ion leadership —  the 
unions have gi'own d u rin g  the w a r —  is in  the le f t  
w in g  o f the  Congress and is undoubtedly seeking to  
sw ing  the wox-kei-s in to  action behind the Congress • 
cam paign. The na tiona l com m ittee o f the  A ll- In d ia  
Trade U n ion  Congress is reported in session to  decide 
w hethe r to  ca ll a general s tr ike .

The unknown q u a n tity  in  the s itua tion  a t  th is  
stage is th e  precise ex ten t o f the  pow er o f the S ta­
lin is ts , the p rin c ip a l be tra ye r o f the px-esent stx-ug-, 
g le  fo r  independence. They con tro lled ' about 40 pe r 
cent o f the  votes a t  the  la s t session o f  the na tiona l 
trade un ion com m ittee in F ebruary . These are votes 
a t  the  top  and by  no means ind ica te g re a t s treng th  
in  the  x-anks below. B u t the  C om m unist Pai-ty has 
been g iven f u l l  lega l s tand ing  on the  eve o f th is

s tru g g le ; m oney is undoubtedly be ing poured in  1^- 
the  K re m lin ; and w ith  a ll k inds o f covert govern­
m en ta l backing, the S ta lin is ts  m ay fo r  a tim e  ap­
pear as a considerable pow er in  the  trade  unions 
and fac to ries .

The S ta lin is ts  now stand openly a t the extrem e 
r ig h t  w in g  in  Ind ia  —  to  the r ig h t  even o f such 
p ro -B r it is h  groups as the “ M oslem ”  League o f J in - 
nah. N o o the r group, n o t even the lo ng -tim e  na tive  
agents o f the B r it is h  in  the  governm ent, has more 
v ic ious ly  attacked the present s trugg le  fo r  independ­
ence.

The S ta lin is ts  were the on ly  g roup  in  the  Con­
gress who openly stood fo r  acceptance o f the C ripps 
proposals fo r  an “ In d ia n ”  governm ent under con tro l 
o f the V iceroy. T o  quote one o f th e ir  own organs, 
“ the Com m unists urged Congress and the Moslem 
League to  un ite  in  o rder to  achieve a se ttlem ent on 
the basis o f  the C ripps proposals.”  (D a ily  W orker, 
A ug us t 4, 1942.)

W hen the Congress com m ittee voted on A ug us t 
8 fo r  the  “ c iv il disobedience”  cam paign, on ly  13 ou t 
o f 360 votes were cast aga ins t i t ;  “ the  13 who voted 
aga inst the G andhi non-cooperation proposal were 
fo r  the m ost p a r t  Ind ian  Com m unists.”  (D a ily  W o rk ­
er, A u g u s t 9.)

The S ta lin is t lin e  is tha t, independently o f w he th ­
e r o r n o t B r ita in  g ra n ts  In d ia  independence, the In ­
d ian people should support the B r it is h  w a r e ffo r t .  
In  the S ta lin is t reso lu tion  in troduced aga inst the 
G andhi-Nehru reso lu tion , the S ta lin is ts  said: “ To 
pe rs is t in  the po licy  o f non-cooperation w ith  o r neu­
t r a l i ty  tow a rd  the governm ent w a r e f fo r t  o r  th e ir  
defense measures is. . . to  b e tra y  the sacred cause 
o f the defense o f the  country . . .”  (D a ily  W orker, 
A ug us t 5.) N o  wonder the B r it is h  im p e ria lis ts  made 
the S ta lin is t p a r ty  lega l ju s t  when they were about 
to  ou tlaw  the Congress p a r ty !

L ike  the Moslem League and o ther p ro -B r it is h  
groups, the S ta lin is ts  o f course g ive lip -serv ice  to  
independence fo r  Ind ia , bu t condemn any d irec t s tru g ­
g le  fo r  securing it .  They deplore the B r it is h  repres­
sions b u t condemn any resistance to  the  repressions. 
T h e ir  m a in  proposal is fo r  Ind ians and Am ericans 
to  appeal to Roosevelt “ to p re va il upon the B r it is h  
W a r Cabinet in  London to  im m ed ia te ly  reopen nego­
t ia tio n s  w ith  Congress, Moslem League and o the r 
people’s leaders, f o r  the  purpose o f assu ring  the fu l l  
and untram m eled m ob iliza tion  o f the Ind ian  people 
to defend Ind ia  fro m  A x is  aggression.”  (D a ily  W o rk ­
er, A u g u s t 11) A nd  i f  Roosevelt refuses, o r i f  he 
asks and the B r it is h  refuse? A nd w h a t sha ll the In ­
dian masses do, who are be ing lashed and shot by 
B r it is h  troops? Beyond pe tition s  to Roosevelt the  
S ta lin is ts  propose no th ing !

In s o fa r as i t  lies w ith in  th e ir  power, i t  is  clear, 
the S ta lin is ts  w i l l  a tte m p t to p reven t the  in d u s tr ia l 
p ro le ta r ia t fro m  s tr ik in g  in  p ro te s t aga inst the re ­
pressions —  no t to  speak o f s tr ik in g  and f ig h t in g  fo r  
independence. In  short, in  re tu rn  fo r  the “ a id ”  he 
is g e ttin g  fro m  B r ita in , S ta lin  has sold the  services 
o f his lackeys to  B r it is h  im peria lism .

The S ta lin is t line  has no th ing  in  common w ith  
the rea l in te rests o f the Soviet U n ion . L ik e  China, 
the Soviet U n ion  would f in d  in  a  Free In d ia  a genu­
in e ly  re liab le  a lly . The Soviet masses w ou ld  be re ­
in v igo ra ted  by successful revo lu tions, w h ich would 
open up to  them  again the perspective o f an end to 
the  iso la tion  o f the f i r s t  w o rkers ’ s tate in  a hostile  
c a p ita lis t w o rld . B u t the Soviet masses w ou ld  then 
also p u t an end to  the oppression o f the K re m lin  
bureaucracy. P recise ly  fo r  th is  reason the K re m lin  
pre fe rs  its  a lliance w ith  B r ita in  to  an alliance w ith  
a re vo lu tio n a ry  Ind ia . Here, as in  everything- else, 
one sees the fundam enta l d iffe rence in  in te rests be­
tween S ta lin  and the Soviet masses.

China’s Support o f In d ia ’s Struggle
In  hearten ing  con trast to  the coun te r-revo lu tionary  

ro le  o f the S ta lin is ts  are the Chinese declarations o f 
s o lid a r ity  w ith  the s trugg le  o f the  In d ia n  people. I t  
would no t have been s u rp ris in g  had -C hungking re ­
m ained s ilen t, fe a rin g  B r it is h  rep risa ls  by  ho ld ing 
up w a r m a te ria ls  passing th rou gh  In d ia  fo r  China. 
Indeed, i t  would no t have been s u rp ris in g  had Chiang 
Ka i-shek, lik e  the S ta lin is ts , condemned the Congress 
cam paign, p re fe rr in g  dubious B r it is h  aid to  the  f u ­
tu re  a id  fo r  China o f a successful Ind ia n  s trugg le . 
Instead, however, Sun Fo —  who speaks o f course fo r  
the governm ent —  declared to the press in  Chung­
k in g  th a t “ Chinese sym pa thy is e n tire ly  w ith  the 
Ind ians in  th e ir  s tru g g le  fo r  independence.”  Once 
the governm ent had thus indicated its  stand, the  
en tire  Chinese press expressed the s o lid a r ity  o f the 
Chinese people fo r  the Congress cam paign.

As was made c lear when Chiang K a i-shek w en t to 
In d ia  ju s t  before the C ripps negotia tions, he was 
m ore than ready to  he lp  the B r it is h  make a deal 
w ith  Gandhi and N ehru , and is s t i l l  ready to  do so. 
T h a t he now pe rm its  open expressions o f Chinese 
sym pa thy w ith  /the Ind ia n  s trugg le  is an eloquent 
tes tim on ia l to  the power and scope o f In d ia ’s figh t. 
Chiang, i t  is  p la in , expects th a t the  Ind ian  people 
m ay w in  aga inst B r ita in .

The Chinese-language d a ily  in N ew  Y o rk , the 
Chinese Journa l, ca rried  a fron t-p age  ed ito ria l A u g ­
ust 11, sum m ariz ing  the Chinese a ttitud e . I t  sa r­
ca s tica lly  laughs a t the  B r it is h  ifiea th a t ja i l in g  the 
Congress leaders w i l l  stop the  f ig h t .  Tw o funda­
m enta l fac to rs , i t  says, have made th a t im possib le: 
(1) The A ng lo -A m erica n  defeats in  the F a r  E ast 
have shown th a t i f  In d ia  rem ains under B r it is h  dom­
ina tion  i t  is  lik e ly  to  s u ffe r  the same fa te  as Burm a, 
M alaya, S ingapore and th e  E as t Ind ies. The Ind ian  
masses are determ ined to  p reven t th a t. (2) The In ­
dian people have learned how  to defend themselves 
by the  example o f C h ina. Despite lack o f  arm s, 
China has been able to  do w h a t the  A n g lo -A m e r­
icans fa ile d  to  do, riam ely c a rry  on yea r a f te r  yea r 
l’esistance to  Japanese im peria lism . In d ia  can do the 
same —  b u t o n ly  when i t  has its  own governm ent.

The w ay o u t fo r  Ind ia , and fo r  a ll the peoples, 
w i l l  no t come fro m  C h u rch ill o r Roosevelt, H it le r  
o r the M ikado. The w a y  o u t is the brotherhood o f 
the peoples aga inst a l l the oppressors. A  Free In ­
d ia  w i l l  be a p o w e rfu l and re liab le  a l ly  o f  Free 
China and t h ^  Soviet U n ion . A  Free Ind ia , p u ttin g  
an end to the im p e ria lis t p riv ileges o f B r it is h  cap­
ita lis m  and the crum bs i t  hands o u t to  its  labo r 
lieu tenan ts, y o u ld  speed the B r it is h  w o rk in g  class 
on the road o f soc ia lis t revo lu tion . A  W o rk e r’s Gov­
ernm ent o f B r ita in  could in sp ire  European and Ger­
man revo lu tion  aga inst H it le r  as no bourgeois gov­
ernm ent can do.

Thus In d ia ’s present s trugg le , i f  successful, would 
set in m otion vas t forces fo r  the re -m a k ing  o f hu ­
m an society. T h a t is w h y  every w o rke r, every honest 
dem ocrat, th roughou t the w o rld  m ust g ive uncondi­
tio n a l suppo rt to  In d ia ’s fig h t.

Wartime Flu Epidemic 
Will Take Heavy Toll

B y G RACE C AR LSO N
War, Famine, Pestilence and Death, the dread "Four Horse­

men of the Apocalypse" have again ridden forth ! In every coun­
try  on the face of the globe, these murderous associates are to­
day taking their terrible to ll of human lives, w ith an even great­
er harvest in store for them on the morrow —  unless the world’s 
workers end the capitalist system which gives the “ Four Horse­
men”  a free rein on their errands-p------------------------------------------------
o f destruction.

In a recent work, Fatal Part■
ners: War and Disease, Dr. Ralph 
Major reviews the great wars of 
history and describes the frigh t­
ful pestilences; bubonic plague, 
typhus fever, smallpox, cholera, 
yellow fever and many other ter­
rible diseases which were spread 
far and wide by these wars. The 
great plagues of the past may seem 
a long way off to the modern 
American worker, but everyone in 
the United States, over the age of 
30 remembers the death-dealing 
influenza pandemic which accom­
panied World War I and may re­
turn during World War I I  accord­
ing to Dr. Major.

MOST D E A D L Y  P L A G U E
Public health authorities estim­

ate that there .were 21,000,000 
deaths in  the world from in flu ­
enza in the ten-month period in 
1918 and 1919 during which the 
disease raged. This global out­
break of deadly influenza ranks 
with the plague of Justinian in 
the 6th century and the Black 
Death in the 14th century as one 
of the three most destructive pla­
gues which the human race has 
ever known.

In the United States alone, 
there were 548,452 deaths from 
influenza and the pneumonia 
which accompanied it ;  nearly half 
of these deaths were among men 
and women between the ages of 
20 and 40. Other hundreds of 
thousands in this country were 
i l l  from the disease. In  some ci­
ties, records shows that half of 
the total population was attacked 
by influenza in this period.

Medical men were almost help­
less before this destructive flood 
of disease which swept across the 
earth in  the space of a few 
months. The quick onset of the 
disease, its strange virulence, the 
failure of all remedies which had 
formerly been used in the tueat- 
ment of colds, grippe and in flu ­
enza made of the "Spanish influ­
enza” of 1918 a mysterious ma­
lady to doctors.and laymen alike.

M E D IC A L  PROGRESS SLO W
A vast amount of. research has 

been done on influenza since 1918 
and public health workers now 
have considerably more informa­
tion about the cause and cure of 
flu. " I f  the widely expected in­
fluenza epidemic of the present 
war holds off a little  longer, scien­
tists may ha ready for it,”  wrote 
one public health authority rec­
ently.

The germ which causes in flu ­
enza was discovered in 1933 and 
has since been' measured and 
photographed by means of the 
electron microscope. The particles 
of the virus responsible for in flu ­
enza are so tiny that one particle 
would have to be magnified 65,000 
times before i t  was as large as 
the period at the end of this sen­
tence. Although small, the in flu ­
enza virus particles are deadly 
and have a particularly destruc­
tive effect on the cells of the 
lungs.

Vaccines are being prepared so 
that individuals may be protected 
from influenza as they arc from 
smallpox, by vaccination. These 
are s till in an experimental stage, 
however, and the work of the re­
search workers has been,terribly 
complicated' by the discovery that 
there are at least three and pos­
sible njore types of influenza v ir­

uses. Immunity against one type 
does not guarantee . immunity a- 
gainst another. Separate vaccines 
w ill have to be developed.

The possible use of the sulfa 
drugs in the fight against in flu ­
enza is also being studied. It  is 
known that none of the present 
sulfa products, sulfanilamide, sul- 
fapyridine, sulfathiazole or the 
others is effective against the flu, 
itself, but all of them have been 
found to be useful in the treat­
ment of pneumonia, which so 
often follows influenza.

P E O P LE ’S R E S IS T A N C E  LO W
But the groundwork for another 

world-wide outbreak of influenza 
and other infectious diseases is 
being laid by the capitalist rulers 
of the world. Widespread; malnu­
trition, exposure to the cold and 
the elements, crowded, unsanitary 
living-quarters have lowered the 
resistance of millions of peoples 
since the beginning of World War 
I I .  This is the soil on which 
epidemic disease flourishes! In­
fluenza is always present in the 
population and- minor outbreaks 
of the disease occur in one local­
ity  or another from time to time. 
An increase in the virulence of 
the flu germ and the lowering of

(Continued from  page 1)
leaders, fe a rin g  th a t the repres­
sive measures taken aga inst the 
s trugg le  fo r  Ind ian  freedom  w il l  
expose the fraudu lence o f the 
“ dem ocratic w a r aga inst fasc­
ism ,”  are appealing to  Roosevelt 
to  in tervene. They are no t con­
cerned w ith  Ind ian  freedom , they 
m ere ly  w a n t to save th e ir  own 
skins. Roosevelt w i l l  no more 
g ra n t independence than C h u r­
c h ill.  The S oc ia lis t W orkers 
P a rty  has no such illus ions. I t  
demands the im m ediate w ith ­
draw al o f a ll B r it is h  and A m e r­
ican troops fro m  Ind ia . These 
troops w j j |  undoubtedly be used 
in the a tte m p t to  Crush the 
movem ent fo r  independence. As 
fo r  an invasion fro m  Japan ,. le t 
the B r it is h  apd A m erican gov­
ernm ents— i f  the y  are p r im a r ily  
interested in  rep e llin g  an in ­
vasion— supply arms' to  the 400 
m illio n  Ind ians who under th e ir  
own command and w ith  th e ir  own 
a rm y w il l  be more than a m atch 
fo r  any invader. Refusal to  arm  
the Ind ians reveals on ly  too 
c le a rly  th a t the presence o f B r i t ­
ish and A m erican troops is aimed 
p r im a r ily  a t the  Ind ians them ­
selves fo r  the purpose o f keeping 
them in  im p e ria lis t bondage.

Real A id to China 
and Soviet Union

The S oc ia lis t W orkers  P a rty  
in d ig n a n tly  re jec ts  the slander 
th a t Ind ian  independence w il l  
im p a ir  in  any w ay the s trugg le  
o f the Soviet masses aga inst the* 
N azis o r the  s trugg le  o f China 
aga inst the Japanese m ilita r is ts . 
On the con tra ry , v ic to ry  fo r  the 
Ind ian  people w i l l  g ive the 
grea test im petus to  the s trugg le  
o f the Soviet and Chinese masses. 
The fa l l  o f im p e ria lis t ty ra n n y  
in  one p a r t o f the w o rld  cannot 
fa i l  to shake i t  everywhere else. 
The masses o f occupied China, o f 
M alaya, o f Burm a, o f the E ast |

thei resistance of populations may 
combine to set. off another pan­
demic of influenza which w ill 
rock the world.

A circular letter issued from 
the Office of the Surgeon General 
of the United States in  January 
of this year to a ll army doctors 
urges the greatest precautions a- 
gainst a possible outbreak of in ­
fluenza among soldiers. Every 
suspected case of the flu should 
be immediately isolated and the 
patient kept in bed until 48 hours 
after his temperature has return­
ed to normal, the instructions 
read. Moreover, soldiers should 
resume their normal activities at 
a very gradual rate while they 
are convalescing from the flu, be­
cause many of the complications 
of influenza occur during the 
period of convalescence. The use 
of vaccines against the flu and 
treatment by sulfa drugs, if there 
Is any suspicion of pneumonia 
complications, are also recom­
mended for soldiers in  the army.

Similar safeguards must be set 
up for civilians. Trade unions 
should see to it  that adequate paid 
sick leaves are allowed to their 
members and that workers are 
given some protection against the 
speed-up system after they return 
to work from a siege of the flu. 
Only the members of m ilitant and 
powerful trade unions can hope 
to secure such protection, how­
ever, and even these safeguards 
may be pushed aside by a tidal 
wave of disease sweeping across a 
war-torn world.

Ind ies and o f Japan its e lf  w i l l  
receive trem endous encourage­
m ent fro m  an Ind ian  v ic to ry  and 
w i l l  even tua lly  be set in to  m otion 
fo r  th e ir  own libe ra tion . The 
reverbera tions o f a successful 
s trugg le  cannot f a i l  to  penetrate 
in to  G erm any and in to  occupied 
Europe. Above a ll H it le r  hates 
and fea rs  revo lu tion  anywhere 
in  the w o rld . H it le r  w ants no t 
independence fo r  Ind ia  b u t to 
supp lan t B r it is h  im p e ria lis t ru le  
w ith  his own im peria lism .

O u r Program  
fo r  Ind ia

O ur program  fo r  Ind ia  is th a t 
o f our co-th inkers, the Bolshevik- 
Le n in is t P a rty  o f Ind ia , section 
o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l. F o r 
the com plete suppo rt o f the 
present movem ent even though 
i t  is  te m p o ra rily  be ing led by 
bourgeois leaders who w i l l  a t­
tem p t to com prom ise i t  a t the 
f i r s t  o p po rtu n ity . No tru s t  in  the 
Ind ian  bourgeois leaders! F o r the 
complete independence o f the 
w orkers m ovem ent and the crea­
tion  o f independent and demo­
c ra tic a lly  elected organs o f 
s trugg le .

A rm  the Masses! 
W ithdraw  Troops!

A ll aid to  the s trugg le  fo r  
Ind ian  freedom !

W ith d ra w  a ll B r it is h  and 
A m erican troops!

Release the  Congress leaders, 
l i f t  the ban on the Congress 
P a r ty !

F o r the a lliance o f the Ind ian 
workers and peasants w ith  the 
organized workers o f B r ita in  and 
the U n ited S tates!

Subscribe to the 
'Fourth International"

For Indian Independence

TROTSKY MEMORIAL MEETING
Friday, August 21, at 8:30 P. M.

I R V I N G  P L A Z A  15th St and Irving PI
Chairman:

G E O R G E  G R A N T
O R G A N IZE R , LO C A L  N . Y .

Speakers:
J U L E S  G E L L E R  

A L B E R T  G O L D M A N
Defendant and Defense Attorney in the M inneapolis'Trials

For the Defense of the Soviet Union!
For Indian Independence!

Commemorating the Second Anniversary-of the Death of the Great 
Revolutionary/Leader at the hands of Stalin’s GPU

IN  M IN N E A P O L IS

TROTSKY MEMORIAL MEETING
F R ID A Y , A U G U S T  21, 8 P. M.

M IN N E A P O L IS  B R A N C H  H E A D Q U A R T E R S  
919 M A R Q U E T T E  A V E ., M PLS.

Main speaker: L Y D I A  B E I D E L  of Chicago

Leon Trotsky's 
Last Letter to 
The Indian Workers
In  M ay, 1940, Leon T ro ts k y  predicted th a t the  sec­

ond im p e ria lis t w o rld  w a r w ou ld  create favo rab le  
conditions fo r  the  s tru g g le  o f co lon ia l peoples fo r  in ­
dependence, especia lly the people o f In d ia :

“ B y  its  ve ry  creation o f enormous d iff ic u lt ie s  and 
dangers fo r  the im p e ria lis t m e trop o litan  centers, the 
w a r opens up w ide poss ib ilities  fo r  the oppressed 
peoples. The ru m b lin g  o f cannon in  Europe heralds 
the approaching hour o f th e ir  lib e ra tio n .”  (M an ifes to  
o f The F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l on The Im p e ria lis t W ar 
and The P ro le ta rian  R evolu tion .)

The g reatest dangers to  the Ind ia n  revo lu tion  are 
those th a t th rea ten  fro m  w ith in . T h a t is w h y  Leon 
T ro ts k y  warned the w orkers  aga ins t p lac in g  any re ­
liance upon the  na tive  Ind ia n  bourgeoisie:

“ G andhi’s ‘m ora l’ revu ls ion  fro m  violence,”  states 
the M an ifesto , “ m ere ly  re fle c ts  the fe a r  o f the  In ­
dian bourgeoisie before th e ir  own masses. ‘ They have 
very good grounds fo r  th e ir  fo rebod ing  th a t  B r it is h  
im peria lism  w i l l  d rag them  down too in  the  collapse. 
London fo r  its  p a r t  warns th a t a t the f i r s t  d isp lay  
o f disobedience i t  w i l l  ap p ly  ‘a l l necessary measures’ 
—  inc lud ing , o f course, the a ir  fo rce  in  w h ich  i t  is 
de fic ie n t a t the W estern F ro n t.”

On J u ly  25, 1939, on the eve o f the actua l ou tb reak 
o f ho s tilitie s , Leon T ro ts k y  w ro te  in  a le tte r  address­
ed to  the Ind ia n  w orke rs :

“ The Ind ian  bourgeoisie is incapable o f lead ing a 
revo lu tiona ry  s tragg le . They are c losely bound up 
w ith  and dependent upon B r it is h  cap ita lism . They 
trem ble  fo r  th e ir  own p ro pe rty . They stand in  fe a r 
o f the masses. They seek compromises w ith  B r it is h  
im peria lism  no m a tte r w h a t the p rice  and lu l l  the  
Ind ian  masses w ith  hopes o f re fo rm s fro m  above.”  

( “ A n  Qpen L e tte r  to the W orkers o f Ind ia ,”  New 
In te rn a tion a l, September, 1939.)

Treachery, o f the Stalinists
No less insidious and dangerous enemies o f the 

Ind ian  masses are the S ta lin is ts . In  the above-cited 
le tte r  to  the Ind ian  w orkers, T ro ts k y  likew ise  warned 
aga inst S ta lin is t treachery :

“ Com m unists, according to  M anu ilsky, ‘subordinate 
the rea liza tion  o f th is  r ig h t  o f secession. . . in  the 
in terests o f de feating  fascism .’ In  o ther words, in  
the event o f w a r between E ng land  and France over 
colonies, the Ind ian  people m ust suppo rt th e ir  pres­
en t slave owners, the B r it is h  im p e ria lis ts . T h a t is to 
say, m ust shed th e ir  blood no t fo r  th e ir  own emanci­
pation, bu t fo r  the preservation o f the ru le  o f ‘ the 
C ity ’ over Ind ia . A nd  these cheaply-to-be-bought 
scoundrels dare to  quote M a rx  and Len in ! A s  a m a t­
te r  o f fac t, th e ir  teacher and leader is none other- 
than S ta lin , the head o f a new bu reaucra tic  a ris toc­
racy, the bu tcher o f the B olshevik  P a rty , the s tran ­
g le r o f w o rkers  and peasants.”

To be sure, the above w a rn in g  was directed aga inst 
the po licy o f the S ta lin is ts  in the period o f the 
“ People’s F ro n ts .”  The S ta lin is ts  dropped th is  po licy  
te m p o ra rily  d u rin g  the period o f the S ta lin -H itle r  
pact on ly  in  o rder to  re tu rn  to  an even v ile r  and 
more treacherous version since H it le r ’s assault on the 
USSR. Today T ro ts k y ’s w a rn ings  aga inst S ta lin is t 
treachery app ly  w ith  a redoubled force. U pon orders 
fro m  the K rem lin , the Ind ian  S ta lin is ts  are t r y in g  
to para lyze the s tru g g le  fo r  In d ia ’s independence.
Is I t  a W ar fo r  Democracy?

“ Agents o f the B r it is h  governm ent,”  w ro te  T ro t­
sky in his open le tte r, “ depict the  m a tte r as though 
the w a r w ill be waged fo r  p rinc ip les o f ‘democracy’ 
which m ust be saved fro m  fascism . A l l  classes and 
peoples m ust ra l ly  around the ‘peaceful,’ ‘dem ocratic,’ 
governm ents so as to  repel the fasc is t aggressors. 
Then ‘dem ocracy’ w i l l  be saved and peace stab ilized 
fo rever. T h is  gospel rests on a de libera te lie . I f  the 
B r it is h  governm ent were re a lly  concerned w ith  the 
f lo w e rin g  o f democracy then a ve ry  s im ple opportu­
n ity  to dem onstrate th is  ex is ts : le t  the governm ent 
g ive complete freedom  to  Ind ia . The r ig h t  o f na tion ­
al independence is one o f the  e lem entary dem ocratic 
r ig h ts . B u t ac tua lly , the London governm ent is ready 
to hand over a ll the democracies in  the  w o rld  in  re ­
tu rn  fo r  one-tenth o f its  colonies.”

Today, the S ta lin is ts  are in  the fo re fro n t o f those 
who are spreading the lie  about the ‘dem ocratic ’ na­
tu re  o f B r it is h  im p e ria lism  and its  w a r-p rog ram .

T ro ts k y  did no t fa i l  to  foresee the  p o ss ib ility  th a t 
the Ind ian bourgeoisie m ig h t be compelled, 'despite 
its e lf, to  come in to  c o n flic t w ith  the B r it is h  ru le rs . 
W h a t should the w orkers do in  th is  case?

In  his Open L e tte r on the im pending Ind ian  revo­
lu tion , T ro ts k y  w ro te :

“ In  the event th a t the Ind ian  bourgeoisie fin d s  i t ­
se lf compelled to take even the t in ie s t step on the 
road o f s tra g g le  aga inst the a rb itra ry  ru le  o f G reat 
B r ita in , the p ro le ta r ia t w i l l  n a tu ra lly  suppo rt such 
a step.”

“ B u t they w i l l  support i t  w ith  th e ir  own methods,”  
continues th is  le tte r, “ mass m eetings, bold slogans, 
s trikes , dem onstrations and m ore decisive com bat ac­
tions, depending on the re la tionsh ip  o f forces and the 
circum stances. P recisely to do th is  m ust the pro le­
ta r ia t  have its  hands free . Complete independence 
fro m  the bourgeoisie is indispensable to  the  p ro le ­
ta r ia t,  above a ll in  o rder to exe rt in fluence on the 
peasantry, the  predom inant mass o f In d ia ’s popula­
tion . O nly the p ro le ta r ia t is capable o f advancing 
a bold, revo lu tiona ry  ag ra ria n  p rogram , o f rousing 
and ra l ly in g  tens o f m illio ns  o f peasants and lead­
ing  them  in the s tru g g le  aga inst the na tive  oppress­
ors and B r it is h  im peria lism . The a lliance o f w orkers 
and poor peasants is the on ly  honest, re liab le  a lliance 
th a t can assure the f in a l v ic to ry  o f the Ind ian  revo­
lu tio n .”

The M an ifesto o f M ay, 1940 repeats th is  w a rn in g  
th a t the Ind ian  revo lu tion  can m arch to  v ic to ry  on ly  
under the leadership o f the Ind ian  w o rke rs :

“ The on ly  th in g  th a t can weld Ind ia  toge the r is the 
ag ra ria n  revo lu tion  under the banner o f na tiona l 
independence. A  revo lu tion  led by the  p ro le ta r ia t 
w i l l  be directed no t on ly  aga inst B r it is h  ru le  b u t also 
aga inst the Ind ian  princes, fo re ig n  concessions, the 
top laye r o f the Ind ian  bourgeoisie, and th e  leaders 
o f the N a tion a l Congress as w e ll as aga ins t the lead­
ers o f the Moslem League. I t  is  the pressing task  
o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l to  create a  stable and 
p o w e rfu l section in  In d ia .”

Indian Masses 
Fight For Freedom


