
3rd Anniversary 
O f The Stalin- 
Hitler Pact
A ug ust 23 is an ann iversary which the S ta lin is ts  would pre fe r 

to  fo rg e t: the th ird  ann iversary o f the s ign ing  o f the H it le r-S ta lin  
pact. i • .< t

A s the catastrophic defeats o f the Red A rm y  continue w ith o u t 
a sign o f re lie f, more and more members and sym path izers o f 
the S ta lin is t parties are beginning to th in k  c r it ic a lly  about the 
K re m lin ’s whole course. Especia lly they are re -th in k in g  the question 
o f the H itle r -S ta lin  pact.

The pact which gave H it le r  a free  hand to  crush Poland, 
France, N orw ay, Denm ark, Greece, Yugoslavia , B u lga ria , Rum ania, 
w ith  non-interference o f the Red A rm y  guaranteed in advance, 
and then, w ith  a ll Europe subjugated, to send the German arm ies 
a t th e ir  own chosen m om ent to invade the Soviet U n ion— th a t 
pact was a deadly blow to the Soviet U nion. T h a t is now clear to  
m any in the S ta lin is t ranks.

In  an a ttem p t to s t if le  th e ir  though ts and doubts, the A ug ust 
Com m unist publishes an a rtic le , “ On the T h ird  A nn ive rsa ry  o f 
the Soviet-G erm an N on-A ggression P ac t." I ts  m ain a lib i is th a t 
“ The s ign ing  o f the pact was the resu lt o f the system atic sabotage 
o f the peace po licy o f the Soviet Un ion by the E ng lish  and French 
governm ents o f th a t tim e ”  who “ refused to make a pact w ith  the 
Soviet Un ion on the basis o f complete re c ip ro c ity  and m u tua l 
ob liga tions.”

C u rre n t S ta lin is t A lib is
T his is a p lausib le-sounding a lib i, fo r  everyone knows th a t 

B r it is h  and F rench im p eria lism ' sought to  create a s itua tion  in  
which H itle r , a f te r  sub juga ting  Poland, would continue eastward 
aga inst the USSR. B u t th is  indubitab le fa c t does no t answer the 
basic question. The issue is not w ha t the im p e ria lis ts  d id  bu t w ha t 
the  po licy o f the USSR should have been.

H ow  did i t  happen th a t the K re m lin  pe rm itted  H it le r  to be­
come Chancellor in 1933 and prepare fo r  e igh t years to  make w a r 
aga inst the Soviet U n ion? Even before H it le r  came to  the helm, 
T ro ts k y  declared th a t the day a fasc is t reg im e was established in  
Germany, w ith o u t g iv in g  i t  tim e to re-a rm  Germ any the Red A rm y  
should be mobilized to crush H itle r , both to aid the German w o rk ­
ers and to pro tect the Soviet Union. S ta lin  did otherwise.

Note th a t the la test S ta lin is t a lib i blames the pact on the 
“ Eng lish  and French governm ents o f th a t tim e.”  However, Cham­
berla in  fe ll in A p r i l 1940 and was replaced by the C hurch ill gov­
ernm ent, now so ab je c tly  supported by the B r it is h  S ta lin is ts  
aga inst the g row ing  h o s tility  o f the B r it is h  masses. C hurch ill was 
P rim e  M in is te r before the fa l l  o f France and the Balkans; he was 
in  office fo r  fourteen cruc ia l m onths before H it le r  invaded the 
Soviet U nion, and his em issaries ( in c lud in g  C ripps) were in  
Moscow o ffe r in g  the K re m lin  an alliance. B u t th rou gh ou t th a t 
period, w h ile  one cou n try  a fte r  another fe ll,  the H itle r -S ta lin  pact 
rem ained in force.

The irre fu ta b le  fa c t is th a t S ta lin ’s en tire  course since the 
rise o f H it le r  has been one o f pass iv ity  and p ro v in c ia l blindness 
in the face o f the main danger to the Soviet Union.

The c r im in a lity  of the H it le r-S ta lin  pact is on ly  p a r t ia l ly  
ind ica ted by the fa c t th a t i t  fa c ilita te d  H it le r ’s sub jugation  o f 
Europe. The fu l l  ex tent o f S ta lin ’s crim e is rea lized on ly i f  we 
reca ll w ha t the K re m lin  and the S ta lin is t press said and stood fo r  
d u rin g  the period o f the pact.

W as the pact o r ig in a lly  expla ined as necessitated by the 
fa ilu re  o f Moscow to  secure an adequate a lliance fro m  England 

and France, as the la tes t S ta lin is t a lib i says? N o t a t a ll!  F a r  fro m  
a tte m p tin g  to  ju s t i fy  i t  as a b itte r  necessity re s u lt in g  fro m  such a 
fa ilu re , the pact was explained as a g re a t v ic to ry  fo r  the m ig h t 
o f the Shviet Union. “ Pact S p lits  A x is ,”  was the fron t-page  head­
line  o f the D a ily  W orke r o f A ug us t 26, 1939. “ U.S. and W orld  
Peace Aided by Soviet B low  to  A x is ”  was another headline in  
th a t sheet. “ The pact represents a v ic to ry  fo r  peace and socialism  
aga ins t the w ar plans o f fascism  and the p ro -fasc is t p a r ty  o f 
Cham berla in. H it le r  is forced to  recognize the s treng th  and power 
o f the Soviet U n ion. I t  is the re fo re  a sa lu ta ry  check to  his ag ­
gressive po licy in  Eastern Europe against Poland,”  declared the 
o ffic ia l s ta tem ent o f the B r it is h  Com m unist P a rty .

T he  Lies o f  1 939
A f te r  the w a r began, a ll the S ta lin is t pa rties  sw itched fro m  

the People’s F ro n t line  to  denunciation o f the w a r as im p e ria lis t. 
Soon th is  came to mean th a t A ng lo -F rench  im peria lism - was the 
m ain fa c to r responsible. On Novem ber 2, 1939, D im itro v , “ helmsman 
o f the Com intern ,”  declared:

“ In  the f irs t  stage”  o f the w a r, H it le r  was the aggressor. 
“ Now, on the o ther hand, i t  is the B r it is h  and French im peria lis ts  
who have come fo rw a rd  as the m ost zealous supporters o f the 
con tinuation  and fu r th e r  inc item ent o f w a r."

A nd B row der echoed: “ A t  th is  m om ent the resp on s ib ility  fo r  
con tinu ing  the w a r lies, before a ll, upon the B r it is h  and French 
im p e ria lis ts .”

These C om intern e ffo r ts  to  aid H it le r ’s “ peace”  campaign 
m ere ly  re ite ra ted  the September 28, 1939 Soviet-Germ an statem ent 
on the p a r titio n in g  o f Poland, w h ich stated:

“ . . . The tre a ty  signed today settled the question resu ltin g  
fro m  the d is in teg ra tion  o f the Polish State, thus c rea ting  a safe 
founda tion  fo r  la s ting  peace in Eastern Europe . . . B u t should 
the e ffo r ts  o f both governm ents fa i l  then the fa c t would be 
established th a t England and France are responsible fo r  the con­
tin u a tio n  o f the w a r, and in case o f con tinuation  o f the w a r the 
Governments o f Germ any and Soviet Russia w i l l  consult each 
o th e r rega rd ing  the necessary measures.”

In  the same speech in  which he declared th a t Germ any “ is 
s tr iv in g  fo r  the ea rlies t te rm in a tio n  o f the w a r and fo r  peace,”  
M olo tov boasted about the co llabora tion  o f the Nazi and Soviet 
arm ies in  Poland: “ One s w if t  b low  to  Poland, f ir s t  by the  German 
A rm y  and then by the Red A rm y , and no th ing  was le ft .  . .”  (D a ily  

W orker, Nov. 1, 1939.)
A nd S ta lin  w ro te  a message to R ibbentrop, expressing his 

sa tis fac tion  a t the p a rtitio n  o f Poland, decla ring : “ The friendsh ip  
o f the peoples o f G erm any and the Soviet U n ion, C E M E N T E D  B Y  
BLO O D, has a ll grounds to  be prolonged and stable.”  (D a ily  
W orker, Dec. 26, 1939.)

These infam ous S ta lin is t statem ents a re  su ffic ie n t to  prove 
th a t, in  add ition  to g iv in g  H it le r  a free  hand to  sub jugate Europe, 
S ta lin  aided him  by C om inte rn propaganda.

T he  Pact S treng thened  H i l le r
This po licy  sacrificed the in te rests o f the peoples o f Europe 

w ith o u t ga in ing  an y th in g  fo r  the Soviet U n ion. W hen H it le r  
invaded the Soviet Union on June 22, 1941, he was s tronger than 
on A ug us t 23, 1939, thanks to the S ta lin -H itle r  pact.

T h is  much has now become clear to  m any w orkers  in  the 
S ta lin is t ranks. B u t th is  m ust become fo r  them  m ere ly the s ta rtin g  
p o in t fo r  fu r th e r  c la rifica tion . They m ust come to  understand th a t 
S ta lin ’s fa lse  course did no t begin w ith  the S ta lin -H itle r  pact nor 
d id  i t  end w ith  th a t pact. S ta lin ’s s e rv ility  tow ard  German im ­
pe ria lism  is now m ere ly  replaced by s im ila r  s e rv ility  tow ard  the 
“ dem ocratic”  im peria lism s. The A ng lo -A m erican-S ov ie t pacts and 
S ta lin is t support o f the “ democracies”  w i l l  safeguard the Soviet 
U n ion  as l i t t le  as did the S ta lin -H itle r  pact. The salvation o f  the 
Soviet Un ion depends on w o rke rs ’ revo lu tions in  the ca p ita lis t 
empires. T h a t is w ha t the th in k in g  Com m unist w orkers, a lready 
aw are o f the consequences o f the H itle r -S ta lin  pact, m ust now 
come to  understand. F. M.
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INDIA PEASANTS JOIN FIGHT
Hitler Bans 
Trotsky’s' Works 

I n France
¡1.  “ T he  Germ ans a r r iv - j !  
;!etl w ith  a lo n g  lis t  g iv -<!

in g  the t it le s  o f  a ll p ro - 
“ scribed  books. V e r y “ 
“ few  au tho rs  were b a n -“ 
!;ned in  to to . D e G a n lle “
!; was one, T R O T S K Y  a n - ;;
I: o th e r. . ;;
“  — From  a rev iew  o f Reports ¡>
!; on France in the B r it is h !;

T ribune, M arch 20, 1942.

OPA Permits 
New Rise In 
Food Prices

Increases in the food prices 
of some 400 to 500 food items 
are scheduled for the month of 
September, according to an an­
nouncement last week by Leon 
Henderson, head of the Office 
of Price Administration.

As a resu lt o f  these [n ice ad­
vances, the ove ra ll increase in  
food costs w i l l  be about 1 J/ % .  
T h is  increase w i l l  s tr ik e  p a r t i­
cu la r ly  hard a t the low er paid 
w orkers ’ fam ilies  w h ich  spend 
nearly  h a lf  th e ir  income fo r  food.

The price advances represent 
a v ic to ry  fo r  the food m anufac­
tu re rs  who demanded an increase 
in  the price ce ilings o f )these 
item s. They claimed they could 
no t secure norm al p ro fits  unless 
the prices were boosted.

The complete surrender o f the. 
governm ent is c le a rly  shown by 
the sta tem ent o f Paul S. W illis , 
president o f the Grocery M anu­
fac tu re rs  o f Am erica, who said 
th a t the plan fo r  price increases 
‘ .contemplated by the OPA, as I  
understand it ,  is pa tte rned a fte r  
the u rg en t suggestions which the 
food in d u s try  z-epeatedly made to 
the agency d u rin g  the la s t few  
m onths.”

In  o ther words, the govern­
m ent accepted the m anu fac tu re rs ’ 
term s (suggestions).

The m anufacture rs w ithhe ld  
goods from  the g rocery stores in 
O lder to secure the price  in ­
creases. W h ile  store shelves were 
em pty, and consumers were 
answered w ith  “ A l l  o u t”  when 
they requested these a rtic les, the 
warehouses were overstocked. 
This was adm itted by the spokes­
man o f the grocer m anufacturers.

In  h is s ta tem ent W ill is  reveal­
ed how the m anufacture rs  had 
placed pressure on the O PA to 
secure the price rises and how 
the m anufacture rs are now prod­
d ing the O PA to  ge t p ro m p t ac­
tion. The weapon they used and 
are us ing is the th re a t to  stop 
processing food. They are p re­
pared to  le t the food ro t on the 
ground unless the y  secure th e ir  
price increase. W ill is  stated:

“ T im e is o f the essence . . . 
and the fo rm u la  ( fo r  price in ­
creases) w i l l  on ly have value i f  
i t  comes in  tim e to pe rm it 
ha rvesting  o f the ripen ing  
crops. . .”

In  p la in  language, people could 
go hungry , b u t i f  the food m anu­
fac tu re rs  did no t receive th e ir  
“ no rm a l”  ra te  o f p ro fit, the food 
could decay in the fie lds!

Instead ©f exposing the cold­
blooded a ttitu d e  o f the food 
processors, Henderson hastened 
to place h im se lf com ple te ly at 
th e ir  service.

There was no c ry  o f ind igna ­
tion  on the p a rt o f the govern­
ment and press a t the m anu­
fa c tu re rs ’ open th re a t to  starve 
the masses. The P resident did not 
deViounce, Henderson did no t 
scream about the danger o f in ­
fla tio n , the ca p ita lis t press did 
not p r in t  ed ito ria l protests, there 
was no ou tc ry  fro m  the rad io  
com m entators. N o t even a 
w h isper about “ e q ua lity  o f sacri­
fice.”  W hy?  Because here the 
bosses’ p ro fits  were affected, not 
the w o rke rs ’ wages.

The Four Freedoms In India “Civil Disobedience” Spreads 
To Villages At Gandhi’s Call
All India Demands Release of Congressmen 
And End of Repressions Against Masses 

By Felix Morrow
In d ia ’ s vast peasant masses are  b e g in n in g  to  jo in  

in  the  “ c iv i l  d isobed ience”  cam paign  fo r  in d e p e n d ­
ence.

T he  bare fa c t o f  th is  tre m e n d o u s ly  s ig n ific a n t 
deve lopm ent was re p o rte d  by  A . T . Steele in  an A u g ­
ust 17  cable f ro m  B om bay to  the  Chicago D a ily  News. 
I t  stated :

Bayonne Strike Broken By 
FDR, Union Heads and WLB
'Seizure' of Plant Is 
Entirely In Interests 
Of the Management

Cracking down on the 1000 
striking workers of the General 
Cable Corporation in Bayonne, 
N. J., President Roosevelt last 
week ordered the Navy to take 
over the plant and operate it 
until he determines that it "w ill 
be privately operated in a man­
ner consistent with the war ef­
fo rt.”

In this way the administra­
tion demonstratively indicated 
how it is prepared to act in 
those cases where the trade union 
leaders can’t  c a rry  ou t the job  o f 
re s tra in in g  the w orkers fro m  in ­
dependent action against a n ti- la ­
bor decisions o f the W a r Labor 
Board.

The ne x t day, on A ug us t 14, 
the General Cable w orkers  —  
whose s tr ik e  had been repudiated 
by both local and na tiona l lead­
ers o f th e ir  union, the A F L  In ­
te rna tiona l B rotherhood o f E lec­
tr ic a l W orkers —  voted to  re tu rn  
to  w ork. T he ir rank-and-file  
s tr ik e  leaders ha iled Roosevelt’s 
o rder as some k ind  o f v ic to ry  
fo r  the w orkers. B u t the adm in­
is tra tio n  qu ick ly  made i t  c lear 
th a t its  a im  in  sending in the 
N avy  was to  break the s tr ik e  and 
no th ing  else.

E X P L A IN IN G  T H E  O RDER
The f i r s t  s ta tem ent o f A d m ira l 

Bowen, now in  charge o f the 
p lan t, said, “ A n y  in te rfe rence 
w ith  the operation o f th is  p lan t 
is an offense aga inst the U n ited  
States.”

H is  second statem ent dealt w ith  
conditions, inc lud ing  wages, in 
the p la n t w h ile  i t  was under N avy 
contro l.

The w orkers had s truck  in p ro ­
tes t aga inst a W a r Labo r Board 
decision re fus ing  to g ra n t a 10 
cent an hour increase, p lus an 
add itiona l 5 cents an hour fo r  
w orkers on the n ig h t s h ift. Bas­
ing  its e lf  on the “ L ittle . Steel 
fo rm u la ,”  the W LB  had rejected 
the w o rke rs ’ demands and voted 
to  g ra n t on ly  a 3 cent an hour 
increase fo r  n ig h t w orkers.

Bowen’s s ta tem ent th a t the 
whges, hours and w o rk in g  condi­
tions in e ffec t before the s tr ik e  
would continue so long as the 
N avy  was in  con tro l m eant no t

on ly th a t the w orkers  would no t 
ge t th e ir  wage demands g ra n t­
ed, bu t also possib ly th a t the 
n ig h t w orkers  m ig h t no t even 
get the 3 cents recommended by 
the W LB .

In  a press conference Bowen 
said th a t the N avy  was opera ting  
the p lan t w ith  the assistance o f 
the same p riva te  m anagers who 
ran the p in t before the s tr ike . A  
W ashington o ffic ia l said “ the 
N avy  would no t ru n  the  p la n t 
in any fisca l sense bu t th a t con­
tro l over a ll m a tte rs  except labor 
re la tions would rem ain w ith  the 
old managem ent.”  (N . Y. Tim es, 
A ugust, 15).

Secretary o f N avy  K nox also 
in fo rm ed the w orkers  th a t gov-

War Adds Number 
Of Trusts Worth 
More Than Billion
3 New Billionaire 
Outfits In 1941 As 
Capitalists Prosper
. There are now 31 "b il­
lionaire’’ business enterprises 
in the United States. Since the 
beginning of the war the 
number of billionaire com­
panies has increased by three.

There were only 20 such com­
panies in 1929.

These 31 billionaire setups 
had to ta l resources a t the  end o f 
1941 o f $66,516,476,898. The 
to ta l fo r  these same firm s jum ped 
more than 3 b illio n  do lla rs in  th a t 
year.

A l l  the members o f the  group 
of the 31 are engaged in  one w ay 
o r another w ith  the w a r p ro ­
g ram ; they produce m un itions 
and w a r supplies; tra n s p o rt 
goods and men; and finance the 
w ar p rogram — a t a good ra te  o f 
in te rest— th rough  purchase o f 
governm ent bonds.

The la rge s t en terprise is the 
B e ll Telephone System w ith  to ta l 
assets o f $5,893,000,000. Included 
in the l is t  are General M otors, 
Standard O.il, U . S. Steel, the 
M e tropo litan  L ife  Insurance, 
Consolidated Edison and the 
Chase N a tiona l Bank. These are 
the g reatest business un its  in  the 
world in  th e ir  respective fields.

ernm enta l seizure o f the p lan t 
“ m ust under no circum stances be 
construed as an endorsement o f 
the a ttitu d e  o f the employes who 
p rec ip ita ted  such action .”

F D R  P L A N N E D  E V E N  
M O R E D R A S T IC  A C T IO N

Roosevelt was prepared to  fo l­
low  up his "se izu re ”  o rder w ith  
even more d ras tic  action. A ccord­
ing  to the J u ly  15 N . Y . T im es:

“ I f  the w orkers  had refused to 
end th e ir  defiance, the President 
was prepared to o rder troops sent 
to Bayonne and guarantee p ro ­
tection  fo r  those who wanted to 
w ork, i t  was learned. He was also 
con tem pla ting  a ‘w o rk  o r f ig h t ’ 
o rder under w h ich  those who 
stayed out would have been b a r­
red fro m  em ploym ent in any w a r 
in du s try  and those class ified as 
indispensable on occupational 
grounds would have los t th e ir  
d ra ft  exem ptions,”

R O LE OF LA B O R  LE A D E R S
The labo r leaders in  th is  case 

did th e ir  b it  in  he lp ing  the ad­
m in is tra tio n  to  defeat the de­
mands o f the w orkers.

A ltho ug h  the A F L  and CIO 
leaders had tr ie d  to  ju s t i fy  th e ir  
no -s trike  pledge, on thg ground 
th a t the labo r leaders would p ro ­
te c t the w o rke rs ’ in te rests before 
the W ar Labor Board, the  A F L  
representative on the W LB , Rob­
e r t J. W a tt, jo ined the em ployer 
and “ pub lic ”  members o f the 
Board in  the decision aga inst the 
General "Cable w orkers.

A nd a fte r  the w orkers  had vo­
ted unan im ously to  re je c t the 
Board decision, A F L  P resident 
W illia m  Green and IB E W  P res i­
dent E dw ard B row n ordered them  
to  re tu rn  to w ork.

W hen th is  fa iled , A F L  and CIO 
representatives jo ined w ith  the 
o ther members o f the  W L B  in 
ask ing Roosevelt “ to proceed w ith  
such action as you deem appro­
p r ia te ”  —  an appeal which was 
im m edia te ly  fo llow ed by Roose­
v e lt ’s “ seizure”  order.

H A R L E M  W O R K E R S  T O  
H O LD  M E E T IN G  IN  
SU PPO R T O F IN D IA

NEW  YORK, Aug. 17 — A n ­
nouncing its  wholehearted sun- 
po rt of the Ind ian  strugg le fo r 
independence, the Harlem  W ork­
ers Club reported today tha t It 
w il l hold a mass m eeting in sup­
port of the Ind ian  strugg le on 
F riday. August 28, 8:30 P. M „ at 
its  headquarters, 72 W est 125 St. 
Speakers fo r  the m eeting w i l l  be 
announced la te r th is  week.

“ One week a fte r  G an d h i’ s a rres t, c iv i l  d iso be d i­
ence is e n te rin g  its  second and organ ized  phase. I t  
is a ppa ren t th a t u n d e rg ro u n d  Congress ac tiv is ts  are
beginning — just beginning —  to incite to action isolated group: 
in India’s vast peasantry, where many think Gandhi’s greatest 
strength lies. . . Here and there the peasants are already taking 
a hand.”

The development of peasant struggles is also indicated in 
the following from an August 18 A. P. dispatch:

"A uthority  has been received by civilian officials to im­
pose blanket fines on an entire community for sabotage. The 
first such case was a fine on the Ramtek area in the Nagpur 
cotton-growing area.”

Such blanket fines on peasant villages has been a character­
istic British punitive device during previous struggles of the
Ind ian  peasantry. The “ sabotage” »  
reported m ay be, in  re a lity , as in 
previous strugg les, a decision by 
the v illag e  no t to  pay taxes and 
rents.

B R IT IS H  S T R IP  P E A S A N T S  
Since the b lanket f in e  is in v a r i­

ab ly no t pa id by the v illag e , the 
next step o f the B r it is h  is to  sell 
the peasants’ belongings a t auc­
tion  to  pay the fine . U su a lly  the 
peasants involved do no t own 
land, and the belongings consist 
o f a m iserable hovel, p r im it iv e

WLB Acts Against 
Demands of Alcoa 
And GM Workers

By two actions last week the 
War Labor Board has made it 
clear that its "L ittle  Steel for­
mula” is aimed above all at 
preventing the organized work­
ers from achieving their justi­
fied demands for wage in­
creases.

On August 15 the  W LB 
f la t ly  turned down the demand 
o f 32,000 A LC O A  w o rkers  fo r  a 
do lla r-a-day wage increase. The 
Board m a jo r ity  contended th a t 
the a lum inum  w orkers had re ­
ceived wage increases since 
January  1941 to  compensate fo r  
the increased cost o f liv in g . The 
labor members o f the board 
dissented.

T h is  re fusa l to  g ra n t the 
A LC O A  w orkers ’ wage demands 
fo llowed on the heels o f the. 
recommendation o f a W L B  panel 
on the demands o f General 
M otors workers, re jec tin g  the 
U A W -C IO  demand fo r  do lla r-a - 
day wage increases, and propos­
ing  th a t the W L B  g ra n t a raise 
of on ly 5 cents an hour, less than 
th a t g iven to  the  L i t t le  Steel 
workers.

The GM Panel o f the W LB  
based its  recommendations on the 
“ L it t le  Steel fo rm u la ,”  which 
provides th a t purchasing power 
o f the w orkers sha ll be pegged 
to the low  level o f January  1941. 
The panel stated th a t according to 
th is  fo rm u la  theGM  w orkers were 
en titled  to  1.5 cents an hour in ­
creases. A no the r 3.5 cents an 
hour was recommended to  b r in g  
GM wage levels up to  those a t 
Ford.

Under th is  fo rm u la  the Ford 
workers, who also are requesting 
n do lla r-a -day increase, would be 
en titled  on ly  to  1.5 cents an hour.

These tw o  decisions make i t  
abundantly clear th a t the “ L it t le  
Steel fo rm u la ” — which has been 
accepted by P h ilip  M u rra y  and 
other CIO  leaders— is a weapon 
that can have the same disastrous 
consequences fo r  the labor move­
ment th a t o u tr ig h t wage freezing 
would have.

a g r ic u ltu ra l im plem ents and a 
few  cattle . Purchasers are not 
to be found in  the neighborhood; 
o ften  the B r it is h  b r in g  m oney­
lenders fro m  considerable d is­
tances to  b id  in  the auctioned 
goods. The auction can be ca r­
ried out on ly  under the  cover o f 
troops and machine-guns.

B lanke t fines are bu t one means 
used by the B r it is h  to  punish 
whole v illages. In  previous s tru g ­
gles v illages have been bombed 
by a irp lanes and machine-gunned 
by arm ored tra in s . A  notorious 
instance o f th is  was in  Pun jab 
province in  1919 by troops under 
General Dyer. The same Dyer 
perpetra ted the A m rits a r  mas­
sacre o f 1919. when his troops 
fired  on a peasants’ m eeting, 
k il l in g  379 men, women and c h il­
dren and wounding 1200 more.

Reports d u rin g  the la s t few  
days o f a ttacks on d is tr ic t  courts 
and police sta tions are another 
sign o f peasant a c tiv ity , fo r  these 
d is tr ic t  bu ild ings are ou t in the 
countryside.

P R O -B R IT IS H  P R O P A G A N D A
Gleaning these fac ts  about the 

development o f peasant s trugg les 
from  the Am erican press dis­
patches is a d i f f ic u lt  business, 
fo r, qu ite  a p a rt fro m  the r ig id  
B r it is h  censorship, the Am erican 
press as a whole is closely co-op­
e ra tin g  w ith  the B r it is h  to pic­
tu re  the Congress cam paign as 
declin ing and as in vo lv ing  on ly 
sm all numbers o f people. The 
B r it is h  requ ire  th is  p ic tu re  in  o r­
der to  cover up the vas t ex tent 
o f th e ir  repressions.

Perhaps the best expression o f 
th is  A ng lo -A m erican  form ula , 
was a le tte r  fro m  a businessman 
in the A ugust 19 N . Y . T im es, 
re fe rr in g  to “ the p i t i fu l ly  few  

(Continued on page 2)

Who Gets 
The Cream!

“ OPA s ta tis tic ia ns  have es­
tim ated th a t na tiona l income 
w il l  grow  by about $11,000,- 
000,000 d u rin g  1942. . where 
is th is  money going? W e ll, 
more than $8,000,000,000 o f i t ,  
o r about 75 percent, is  going 
in to  the income groups earn­
in g  $5,000 a year o r m ore; 
$7,000,000,000 o f it ,  o r 64 per­
cent, is go ing to  the income 
groups ea rn ing $10,000 a year 
o r more. And only 6 percent 
o f the na tion 's  income earners 
are in the above $5,000 groups.

“ There are precious few  
wage-earners who ever saw 
$5,000 a year. The fa c t is  th a t 
the increased na tiona l income 
is en rich ing  the 75 percent o f 
the fam ilies  and ind iv idua ls  
earn ing less than $2500 a year 
least o f a ll.”

— From  Bread &  B u tte r, 
w eekly b u lle tin  o f 
Consumers Union.
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File Defense Arguments 
For 18 In District Court

•>-

Decision In Minneapolis Convictions May 
Be Handed Down by December of This Year

The C ivil Rights Defense 
Committee announced this week 
that briefs on behalf of the 
eighteen members of the Social­
ist Workers Party and leaders 
o f Minneapolis Teamsters Lo­
cal 544-00 , who were convic­
ted last December and sentenc­
ed to prison terms under provi­
sions of the Smith “ Gag” Act, 
have been filed with the Clerk 
o f the C irc u it C ourt o f Appeals 
in  St. Louis. T h is  is the f ir s t  
step in the appeal o f the M innea­
polis convictions to the h igher 
Federal courts.

The governm ent w ill rep ly to 
the defense briefs at the end of 
September, fo llow ing  which the 
defendants can file a rep ly b rie f 
i f  they deem it  necessary.

D E F E N S E  A R G U M E N TS
The defense b rie f consists of 80 

pages of argum ent on the legal 
questions involved in the tr ia l,  
in  which tlie  defendants were ac-

•>-'----------------------------------------------------
cused of "advocating" overthrow  
of the government. The defense 
contention is tha t the Sm ith  
"Gag”  A ct under which the con­
victions were obtained is uncon­
s titu tio n a l; the defense fu rth e r 
contends tha t even i f  the law is 
constitu tiona l, f t  was not applied 
in a constitu tiona l m anner in th is  
case.

The la tte r contention is made 
in  view of the fact there is no 
proof in the record of the prose­
cution 's case tha t the c ircum ­
stances under which the alleged 
conspiracy was entered in to  creat­
ed any danger of the overthrow  
o f the government, or the orea- 
t io n  of insubord ina tion  in  the a r­
my which is claimed by the gov­
ernment. The defense attorneys 
contend tha t the "c lear and pres­
ent danger" doctrine applies to 
the S m ith  Law. w h ile  the  govern­
ment takes the con tra ry  position.

The defense also makes the a r­
gument in its  b rie f tha t the So-

c ia lis t W orkers P arty  does not ad­
vocate violence, but s im ply pre­
dicts that Die cap ita lis t m in o rity  
w ill not p e rm it the m a jo r ity  to 
take power and w ill use violence 
to  prevent the m a jo rity  from  do­
ing so, and that consequently the 
workers should prepare to defend 
th e ir  r ig h t to take power.

Defense attorneys who filed the 
b rie f are; Osmond Fraenkel and 
James ‘I.ip s ig  of New Y o rk ; M. J. 
M yer and A lbert Goldman of C hi­
cago; G ilbert Carlson and David 
Shama o f Minneapolis. I t  is ex­
pected that ora l argum ent w i l l  
lake place in  t iie  C irc u it Court of 
Appeals sometime in November, 
w ith  a decision lik e ly  in  Decem­
ber.

The C iv il R ights Defense Com­
m ittee, w h ich lias taken charge 
of tlie  M inneapolis cases since the 
Ind ictm ent in Ju ly  19-li, is appeal­
ing fo r funds to finance the ap­
peal of tlie  convictions. A ll labor 
organizations and in d iv idu a ls  in ­
terested in th is  im portant case, 
and in  the defense of tree speecli 
and c iv il liberties, are asked to 
w rite  to the CROC, 160 F ifth  Ave­
nue New Y ork  C ity.

B R IT ISH  GO VERNM ENT INVOKES  
FLOGGING IN W EST IN D IE S

H id in g  under the cloak o f 
phrases about the “ F our F ree­
doms”  and the "A t la n t ic  C har­
te r,”  B r it is h  and Am erican im ­
pe ria lis ts  continue th e ir  tim e ­
worn po licy  o f denial o f demo­
cra tic  r ig h ts  and the suppression 
and exp lo ita tion  o f the colonial 
subjects in th e ir  W est Ind ian 
islands.

Parading as a b ig-hearted 
libe ra l, John G. W inan t, U. S. 
Ambassador to England sententi- 
ously proclaim ed “ There is a 
chance fo r  a good life  fo r  those, 
who live  in the fe r t ile  (W est 
Ind ies) islands whose shores are 
washed by the Caribbean. I t  is 
w e ll fo r  us to  remember th a t 
th e ir  w e lfa re  is in la rge measure 
dependent upon the policies of 
jo u r  governm ent and m ine."

E N G L A N D ’S P O LIC Y
And w ha t is the po licy o f E ng­

land ? O nly la s t week, S ir 
A r th u r  Richards, B r it is h  colonial 
governor o f Jamaica invoked the 
bai'baric practise o f f lo g g in g  to 
curb “ sporadic outbreaks of 
violence by rov ing  bands of 
hung ry , unemployed natives, and 
to check th e ir  panic.”

Indies islands) reported th a t 
"The medical O ffic e r stated 
(1935) th a t every ad u lt above the 
age o f 20 years w<as affected (by 
a deficiency disease) and th a t 
the w o rk ing  life  o f the population 
was reduced by at least 50 per 
cent.”

SLO W  S T A R V A T IO N
Slow s ta rva tion , however, is 

now being replaced by rap id  
s ta rva tion . In fu rthe rance  o f 
th e ir  im p e ria lis t aims, a ll a t te n ­

tion  is brought to bear upon th e ir  
w a r problems by the B r it is h  and 
Am erican ru lin g  class. The m isery 
and hunger o f th e ir  colon ia l sub­
jects a ffec ts  the m aster class 
on ly  in so fa r as i t  leads to  th e ir  
power being threatened by rebel­
lious slaves.

Just as the Ind ian  masses are 
now beg inn ing to  rise up in 
demand o f th e ir  independence, so 
can we expect the W est Ind ian 
colonials to fo llo w  th e ir  exam­
ple.

Peasants Join The 
Indian Struggle

(Continued from  page 1)
N a tion a lis ts ”  m aking troub le , bu t 
th a t " A f te r  the usual m uddling 
the capable hands o f the B r it is h  
seem to have grasped the s itu a ­
tion  and have i t  w e ll in  hand.”  

Perhaps the on ly exception to 
th is  fa lse propaganda has been 
A. T . Steele’s dispatches to  the 
Chicago D a ily  News. H is  A ugust 
17 cable was p a rtic u la r ly  in te r ­

The Am erican con tribu tion  to  j est in g  as revea ling  the broad
the “ good li fe ”  o f the Indies, is 
the equa lly  barbaric  in s titu tio n  
o f Jim  Crow.

And w h ile  the good ambassador

character o f the s trugg le . “ D ur 
ing- the weekend th is  correspond­
ent,”  he reports , “ ta lked w ith  
m ore 'than  h a lf a dozen w ell-post-

spoke so fee lin g ly  o f his sense, i ed H indus, th ree p ro m ine n t Mo-
o f respons ib ility  to the  natives 
“ Canadian and U. S. troops were 
ordered out on parade one day 
before the annual celebration o f 
Em ancipation Day, com m em orat­
ing  the free ing  o f Jamaican 
slaves in  1838. The m arch ing 
troops were a tac it w a rn ing  tha t 
Jamaican police are backed by 
armed forces.”  (T im e, Aug. 10.)

NO T T I IE  F IR S T  T IM E
This is no t the f i r s t  ,tim e th a t 

the B r it is h  have used violence to 
suppress th e ir  colon ia l subjects. 
In  1938, the c ru ise r A ja x  and 
troops fro m  Berm uda were used 
to crush the s trikes in  K ingston , 
Jamaica.

To fu r th e r  make clear the 
hypocrisy o f the im p e ria lis t slo­
gans o f “ W a r to  Save Democ­
racy ,”  “ W ar fo r  the F o u r F ree­
doms”  etc., we are in fo rm ed th a t 
“ 1,300 w h ite  v ig ila n ts  pa tro l the 
streets w ith  clubs and revo lvers.”  
(T im e, A ug . 10.)

H a rd ly  an e f fo r t  is made to 
conceal the fa c t th a t death fro m  
■starvation threatens thousands 
o f the natives. S im ple m a ln u tr i­
tion , re s u lt in g  in every deficiency 
disease known has plagued the 
W est Ind ians fro m  v ir tu a lly  the 
f ir s t  days o f th e ir  subjection to 
im p e ria lis t rule. As a m a tte r o f 
fac t, the Governor o f T rin idad  
(p robab ly  the riches t o f the

hammedans, a C om m unist leader 
and a Parseo m il l owner. Except 
fo r  Jinnah, president o f the 'M os- 
lem League. . . A l l  these observ­
ers expect th a t d isa ffec tion  w il l  
g ro w  in scope and g ra v ity  unless 
the governm ent a rrives  a t some 
understand ing w ith  the Congress 
p a r ty .”

The same dispatch Is the f ir s t  
to ind ica te the extent o f the a r ­
rests by the B r it is h . He e s ti­
mates 900 Congress leaders un­
der detention, and arrests o f 
Congress sym path izers “ run in to  
the thousands. N early  1,500 were 
arrested du rin g  the Bombay r io t ­
ing  alone.”

W hile  the Am erican press o f­
fe rs  astronom ical figu res  in d ica t­
in g  th a t p ra c tica lly  a ll groups in 
Ind ia  condemn the Congress cam ­
paign, the  actual fa c t is th a t even 
the m ost reactionary  opponents 
o f the Congress dare no t approve 
the B r it is h  actions, in the  face 
o f the  p o p u la rity  o f the  Congress 
s trugg le . As ■ A. T. Steele re ­
ports  :

“ C o ng ra tu la to ry  ed ito ria ls  ap­
pearing in  some sections o f the 
B r it is h  and A m erican press on 
the a rre s t o f Gandhi and o ther 
o ff ic ia ls  o f the Congress have 
had few  favorab le  echoes in  th is  
country. P ra c tica lly  a ll the In ­
dian po litica l parties and leaders
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o f w hatever com plexion have ta k ­
en a cautious a ttitude . Instead 
o f denouncing Gandhi, who is s t ill 
the m ost pow erfu l Ind ian  in  In ­
dia, many o f them  take a more 
discreet course, appealing to the 
governm ent to  release the Con­
gress chiefs and resume nego­
tia tio n s .”

An im p o rtan t index to the 
g ro w in g  s treng th  o f the Congress 
cam paign is the A ug ust 17 A. P. 
re p o rt th a t 14 N a tio n a lis t news­
papers in Ca lcutta  voted to sus­
pend pub lica tion  in d e fin ite ly  “ in 
pro test against the la te s t re s tr ic ­
t ion s  on newspapers imposed by 
the governm ent.”  M ost o f these 
papers, a lthough Congress adher­
ents, had opposed the  c iv il d is­
obedience cam paign when the 
Congress com m ittee was vo tin g  
on it. The papers suppo rting  the 
cam paign had suspended publica­
tion  or had been closed by the 
B r it is h  on Aug. 11. The la test sus 
pensions there fore  indicate over­
w he lm ing mass pressure upon 
them to fo llo w  the Congress p o li­
cy.

The absu rd ity  o f the A ng lo - 
A m erican a ttem p t to  p ic tu re  
Gandhi and Nehru as fireb rands 
who are in c it in g  u n w illin g  o r in ­
d iffe re n t masses w i l l  be realized 
i f  we reca ll G andhi’s stand a t the 
beg inn ing o f the w ar. He then 
announced th a t  to launch c iv il 
disobedience to  secure independ­
ence w h ile  B r ita in  was in  p e ril 
would be “ an act derogatory to  
In d ia ’s honor.”  He insisted on 
“ sym bolic”  disobedience instead 
o f mass s trugg le .

W ha t has happened since then 
to change G andhi’s m ind?  The 
rea l change has taken place in 
the  m inds and hearts o f In d ia ’s 
masses. They are determ ined not 
to  repeat the fa te  o f M alaya, 
Singapore, B urm a and the E ast 
Indies, where the masses rem a in ­
ed passive w h ile  im p e ria lis t op­
pressor and im p e ria lis t invader 
fo u g h t i t  out. They are de term ­
ined to  save themselves from  
both the oppressor and' the in ­
vader. B r it is h  impotence in  the 
F a r E as t has spurred on the 
g row ing  na tiona l self-confidence 
o f In d ia ’s masses. They are bent 
on ta k in g  th e ir  fa te  in to  th e ir  
own hands, and no t le t i t  be de­
cided by e ithe r the fo re ign  op­
pressor o r invader.

I t  is th is  g row ing  de term ina­
tion  o f the Ind ian  masses which 
has forced Gandhi and the Con­
gress leadership to  abandon th e ir  
September 1939 decision no t to 
“ etnbarass”  B r ita in  du rin g  the 
w ar. F a r fro m  “ in c it in g ”  the 
masses, the Congress leadership 
has lagged behind them  and is 
be ing dragged a long by them. 
T h e ir call to  a c iv il disobedience 
cam paign was the ve ry  least the 
Congress leaders could do —  i f  
they s t i l l  wished to  re ta in  th e ir  
hold on the people —  in the face 
o f the w idespread demand fo r  
im m ediate action to  w in  inde­
pendence.

Spokesmen for 
Bosses Urge 
10% Sales Tax
AFi. Representative 
Echoes Big Business 
Before Senate Body

On August 14 the Senate F i­
nance Committee closed public 
hearings on the lax bill. The 
last hearings — like those be­
fore them —  were devoted pri­
marily to hearing spokesmen 
for Big Business and to  attacks 
on the living standards of the 
lower paid sections of the pop­
ulation.

An A FL representative ap­
peared before the Committee. 
His views, however, bore a re­
m arkable s im ila r ity  to those o f 
the representatives o f the bosses.

A  Chamber o f Commerce 
spokesman, E. C. A lvo rd , demand­
ed a 10% sales tax  and a 5% 
w ith ho ld ing  tax  fo r  a il salaries. 
He made th is  proposal fu l ly  
aware th a t i t  would mean a cut 
in the  • l iv in g  standards o f the 
lowest-paid workers. He said:

“ The argum ents against both 
sales and w ith h o ld in g  taxes are 
the same, tha t they fa l l  more 
heavily on the lower income 
group and c u rta il the standards 
o f liv in g . . . These are precisely 
the reasons why we should have 
sales and w ithho ld ing  taxes 
now.”

The Chamber o f Commerce 
representative w ent on to oppose 
the lim ita t io n  o f $25,000 on in ­
d iv idual incomes and to advocate 
a low er excess p ro fits  tax . 11a 
proposed th a t 20% o f a ll taxes 
paid by ind iv idua ls  and corpora­
tions should be refunded a fte r  
the w a r in the fo rm  o f tax 
rebates.

In  o ther words, the Chamber 
«pf Commerce wants the workers 
not on ly now bu t also a fte r  the 
war to bear increased tax  burdens 
while the cap ita lis ts  receive huge 
payments an a resu lt o f ta x  
rebates. T h is  is p a r t o f th e ir  
plans fo r  the w o rld  o f th ings in 
the post-w ar period.

P A ID  B Y  W ORKERS 
SPO KE FOR BOSSES

The so-called labor spokesman’s 
name was Raymond G. Cranch. 
H is rem arks before the F inance 

i Com m ittee so favored the  ca p ita l­
ists class th a t much o f the tim e 

1 i t  seemed as i f  the bosses had 
: tw o spokesmen th a t day— one 

from  the Chamber o f Commerce, 
and one paid by a labor o rgan­
iza tion  but speaking fo r  the 
bosses.

Just as the representatives "of 
the cap ita lis ts  opposed the $25,- 
000 a year income lim ita tio n , so 
did the A F L  representative. Just 
as the representatives o f the 
cap ita lis ts  wanted a post-w ar 
.rebate on th e ir  taxes, so did 
Cranch.

He was asked by Senator 
Vandcnburg o f M ich igan i f  the 
A F L  would fa v o r a sales tax  over 
a payro ll w ith h o ld in g  levy i f  
forced to choose between the tw o. 
The “ cham pion”  o f labor— in ­
stead o f re je c tin g  both, instead 
o f dem anding th a t the bosses be 
forced to pay fo r  the w a r— stated 
th a t the A F L  would choose the 
sales tax  in th a t case.

Cranch recommended th a t the 
sales tax  should no t be applied 
to food and low cost c lo th ing  and 
tha t "income tax  exem ptions 
should begin a t $750 ra th e r than 
$600 fo r  single persons and a t 
$1500 »instead o f $1200 fo r  
m arried persons. I t  was on ly  in 
these tim id , inadequate proposals 
th a t he s lig h tly  d iffe re n tia te d  
h im se lf fro m  the Chamber o f 
Commerce spokesman.

I t  seems u n fa ir  tha t the w o rk ­
ers who belong to  the A F L  
should have to pay the sa lary of 
Cranch. Justice demands th a t the 
b ill fo r  Cranch’s services be sent 
to the Chamber o f Commerce.

The Senate Com m ittee gave the 
CIO representative about two 
m inutes to  present the opposition 
o f his organ iza tion  to  the sales 
tax as w e ll the endorsement by 
the CIO o f the  $25,000 lim ita tio n  
on ind iv idua l incomes.

A Wave Of Jim Crow Terror 
Has Begun In  The South

<s>-

Landlords and Employers Have Increased 
Attacks On Negro Rights In Last Six Weeks

B y P H IL IP  B L A K E

Afraid that the Southern Negro people may take the talk 
about a "war for democracy* seriously, the ruling class of land­
lords. employers and poll-tax politicians is preparing a bloody 
reign of terror against the Negro masses in the South.

The attitude of these reactionary elements has been amply 
indicated by many statements in theriast six weeks. Numerous 
attacks on Negroes in this'same period have shown that the 
Southern ru le rs  are ready and I!
w illin g  to back up th e ir  “ w h ite  
suprem acy”  words w ith  action.

In  Georgia, Colonel L ind ley | 
Camp, commander o f the State

Especia lly since the beginn ing | Guard, has issued an order in-
of J u ly  the tem po o f a ttacks on 
Negro r ig h ts  has been speeded 
up. In  the las t week o r so alone 
the fo llo w in g  th in g s  happened:

J IM  CROW JU S T IC E
In Beaumont, Texas, a Negro 

soldier, P riva te  Charles J. Reco, 
was ordered o f f  a bus because 
he took a vacant seat in a section 
“ reserved fo r  w h ite  passengers.”  
Accord ing to the D epartm ent o f 
Justice, these are the fac ts :

s tru t t in g  his subordinates to  be 
on the “ a le r t”  aga inst “ rac ia l d is ­
turbances.”  He declared th a t 
“ suspected subversive in fluences”  
were a ttem pting ' to cause race 
troub le  in  Georgia and th a t the 
“ same condition exists in  A laba ­
ma, South Carolina and other 
Southern states.”

O N T H E  “ A L E R T " FOR 
LY N C H  O P P O R TU N IT IE S

His o rder said: “ There have
T hat a fte r he go t out o f the been reported an unusual num- 

bus, a police o ffic e r “ s truck  h im  . her o f assault cases and a ttem pts 
several tim es w ith  a n ig h ts t ic k , to  assault w h ite  ladies. O ther 
and forced him in to  the back seat, com m unities have reported ef- 
o f a police ca r; th a t d u rin g  the fo rts  on the pa rt o f N egro .m en 
tr ip  to police headquarters one and women to  demand certa in  
o f the  o ffice rs  shot him once p riv ileges which are no t granted 
th rough the shoulder and once in Georgia and never w i l l  he. 
th rough the arm . . . Reports to  These occurrences are believed to 
the Departm ent o f Justice in d i- be the d irec t resu lt o f the w ork 
cate th a t Ueco had caused no dis- o f w h ite  agents and colored 
turbance on the bus and th a t he agents who seem to  be active 
had not resisted the police o f f i-  th roughou t the sta te .”  
cers u n til a f te r  he had been | He asserted th a t the A rm y ,
s truck several tim es.”  ! w h ich  supervises the State Guard,

The D epartm ent has announced was “ fu l ly  aw are”  o f the order, 
its  in ten tion  o f ta k in g  legal ac- I In a New Orleans d ra ft  office ,
tion  aga inst the cops. The Beau- ' police severely beat up a Negro
m ont ch ie f o f police says he is ; d ra ftee , Herm an Lee, and his 
go ing to “ stand back”  o f his men. 1 m other because he stepped ou t o f

line to say good-bye to her. In  
addition to beating them, the 
cops arrested several other N e­
groes who protested against the 
unprovoked b ru ta lity .

In  B irm ingham , A labam a, a 
mine company guard assaulted 
and then shot to death a Negro 
m iner, Juck B loodw orth, when he 
protested aga inst an unau thoriz ­
ed pay deduction by a company 
cle rk. The next day the k il l in g  
was declared “ ju s t if ia b le ”  by the 
coroner.

Both Negro and w h ite  w orkers 
a t the mine w en t out on s tr ike  
a fte r  the k il l in g , and although 
they re turned to w o rk  the next 
day, they  threatened to go out 
again unless the k il le r  and other 
an ti- la bo r o ffic ia ls  were fire d  by 
the company.

V IO L E N C E . T H R E A T S , 
S LA N D E R S , FR.VM EUPS

E a r lie r  th is  m onth, the Negro 
press reported the fo llo w in g  
events:

The a rre s t o f s ix  Negro so l­
diers in Jacksonville , F la ., by m i­
l i ta ry  police, c iv ilia n  police, sher­
i f f ’s deputies and c ity  polic% a rm ­
ed w ith  sub-machine guns and 
service weapons. The soldiers 
were accused o f “ a tte m p tin g  to 
inc ite  a r io t ”  because they had 
objected to  an a rb itra ry  a rres t 
o f one o f them.

Threat# and acts o f violence 
against CIO organizers and mem­
bers in  B irm ingham , Alabam a, 
because they had stated Negroes 
had the r ig h t to  jobs lik e  any­
one else.

The demand by A labam a’s U. 
S. Senator John D. Bankhead 
th a t Negro troops be taken out 
o f the South o r th a t N o rthe rn  
Negroes not be tra ined  in the 
South. The im p lica tion  in his 
s ta tem ent was th a t Negro sol­
diers were responsible fo r  so-call-

Michigan Bosses Prepare For 
New Drive Against The Unions

T H E  T R U T H  A B O U T  

W A R  T IM E  W AGES
“ S eventy-five  percent o f 

consumer un its  (fa m ilie s  and 
ind iv idua ls  liv in g  alone) th is  
year w i l l  receive less than 
$2500. And 43 percent o f our 
fac to ry  workers arc earn ing 
less than 7# cents an hour —  
less than $30 a week.

“ Y e t the a u th o rita tive  H e l­
le r  Com m ittee declares th a t a 
m in im um  w a rtim e  budget ne­
cessary to  m a in ta in  a fa m ily  
o f fo u r at a level o f health and 
deccncv requires about $50 a 
week.” ’

— F rom  Bread &  B u tte r,
w eekly b u lle tin  o f 
Consumers Union,

A IM  TO S M A S H  U N IO N S
“ Revelation o f the tie -up  be­

tween the M ich igan Labor Rela­
tions Service and the State Farm  
Burefau conies d ire c tly  from  p r in t­
ed lite ra tu re  th a t has been c ir ­
culated p riva te ly  among corpora­
tion  heads.”  declares the CIO na- 
per. A complete section is devoted 
to • exp la in ing  jus t how the cor­
porations w il l  form  a united fron t 
w ith  the 'fa rm ers ’ to so re s tr ic t 
labor unions that they w il l  be 
forced to disband.”  The wealthy 
farm  owners are more than w i l l ­
ing  to aid in d r iv in g  a wedge be­
tween the real w o rk ing  farm ers 
and th e ir  bro ther workers in  In ­
dustry.

Last February, the CIO News, 
explains the authors of the 
prin ted prospectus of the M ich i­
gan Labor Relations Service, 
“ journeyed to Coldwater to have 
a ta lk  w ith  a M r. Coffman. The 
reve la tion th a t Coffman owns and 
operates three farm s and serves

somewhat destroys the possible i l ­
lus ion  tha t Coffman is a s trug ­
g ling  fa rm er from  whom organ­
ized labor is t ry in g  to snatch a 
crust. I t  devr i°P s tha t Coffman 
is also president of the creamery 
cooperative of tlie  State Farm  
Bureau."

A fte r th is  in te rv iew , according 
to the M ichigan Labor Relations 
Service prospectus. C. J. Reed, 
president of the State Farm  Bu­
reau "appointed a com m ittee to 
make a study of and recommend 
a program  of labor re la tions”  in 
close co llabora tion w ith  the M ich ­
igan Labor Relations Service. 
“ M r. Andrew G. Loman. Manager 
o f the H am ilton  Farm  Bureau and 
Cooperative was made chairman... 
the H am ilton  Farm  Bureau and 
Cooperative is big business. They 
do better than $2.000,000 volume 
per year."

These gentlemen farm ers, land 
and corporation owners have held 
many conferences since the ap­
pointm ent of the Committee on 
M arch 16 w ith  the M ichigan La ­
bor Relations Service. The cha ir­
man of the M ichigan Labor Rela­
tions Service is A r th u r  E. Raab 
who was, s ign ifican tly , one-time 
chairm an of the State Mediation 
Board. T h is  Board is the state 
body appointed by Governor Van 
W agon*r. which was endorsed by 
the CIO and has received the sup­
po rt and cooperation of the CIO 
fo r a two-year period p r io r  to the

By LA R IS S A  REED
Michigan Big Business, alarmed at the growing power of 

the labor movement in this key state, is actively preparing a 
long-range program to smash Ihe trade unions, in cooperation 
with so-called farm groups which are nothing more than big 
agricultural capitalists and their agents.

A sensational report in the August 7 Michigan CIO Nexus
reveals the fo rm ation  of an "ac- S-------------------------------------------------------
five  and open a lliance between fls presj (j ent of a Coldwater bank, 
the M ich igan State Farm  Bureau, 
composed of wealthy farm-owners, 
and the M ichigan Labor Relations 
Service, an ti-labor agency of B ig 
Business fo r the purpose of com­
b in in g  th e ir  un ionw recking a c tiv ­
ities. The "m eeting  ground”  of 
th is  unho ly a lliance is “ the M ich ­
igan Labor Relations Service plan , 
fo r  Am erican fascism.”

Las t week the CIO  News expos­
ed the M ichigan Labor Relations 
Service as "a  group of ex-political 
office holders, promoters and cor­
poration executives, out to openly 
wreck organized labor unions 
through re s tr ic tive  leg is la tion  and 
the defeat of co llective ba rga in ing 
through a united fron t of employ­
ers.”  T he ir general program , it  
declares, " is  to amend tlie  Wagner 
A c t; force governm ent regulation 
of unions; abolish a ll p icke ting ; 
settle a ll strikes by 'com pulsion'; 
p ro h ib it unions from  engaging in 
p o litica l a c tiv ity ; and form  a p o li­
tica l lobby of business men to te ll 
Congress and the states what laws 
to .pass." The money fo r  these 
un ion-w recking ac tiv itie s  w i l l  be 
raised through assessments of 
from  $25 to $2,509 “ charged those 
who take tlie  "service' "  among 
M ich igan’s “ 17,500 corporations 
organized fo r  p ro fit."

The M ich igan State Farm  B u­
reau, fa r from  representing the 
in terests of the w o rk ing  farm ers, 
the CIO  News, po in ts  ou t “ repre 
sents In terests o f the la rge  rich  
■farmers’ who lay c la im  to the 
t it le  through ren ting  farm s to 
tenants, or who operate th e ir  
farm s by remote contro l from  sea­
side resorts.” British and the 

‘Scorched’ Earth
Time  of Ju ly  27 gives the ”  

fo llow ing  in te res ting  in fo rm a -i; 
h tion  as a comment on the -Brit- 
I ish a t t i t u d e  toward the 

"scorched earth p o lic y :"  
“ London A s ia tic  ’Rubber & 

Produce Co. Ltd., w ith  proper­
ties in  Malaya, issued a report 
to com fort its  stockholders:

“  'B u t fo r the enemy occupa­
tion  the financial results for 
the year would have been very 
sa tis fa c to ry . . .  A t  the tim e of 
the enemy occupation the es­
tates \^ere in  good condition 
and were among the cheapest 
producers. . . I f  the estates, etc., 
are recovered w ithou t having 
sustained very  serious damage, 
the prospects of th is  company 
should again compare very fa ­
vorably w ith  those of any other 
producer in  the East.' ”

w ar. In h is present job, Raab 
no longer needs to conceal hi 
labor-lia ting. ac tiv itie s  behind a 
pro-labor cloak, as he did in  those 
two years.

"A D E Q U A T E L Y ”  F IN A N C E D
These farm er-Iabor-hating con­

sp ira tors have also apparently 
come to a financia l agreement, fo r 
according to the M ichigan Labor 
Relations Service prospectus: 
"The farm  groups of M ichigan 
w il l  adequately finance th e ir la ­
bor; re la tions program. I f  you 
knew how adequately, you’d be 
amazed.”

The prospectus fu r th e r dec­
lares; "The farm  group education­
al campaign is under the direction 
of the State Farm  Bureau Feder­
ation 's g ifted  O rganization D i­
rector. Jack F. Yeager. I f  you 
knew him . you’d know the story 
w i l l  be told and told in a w inn ing  
way.”  Accord ing to t lie CIO 
News th is  so-called spokesman of 
the fanners became prom inent 
last w in te r in a series of con­
ferences between the State Farm  
Bureau and State Grange on the 
one hand and representatives of 
organized labor on the other, 
when he helped to smash every 
e ffo rt made by CIO and A F L  
spokesmen “ to begin disoussion on 
a constructive program  on which 
real farm ers and in d u s tr ia l w o rk ­
ers could work together.”

The big  corporations and big 
cap ita lis t farm ers w ill stop at 
no th ing to crush tiie  g row ing ten­
dency of the d ir t  farm ers and 
d a iry  farm ers to organize them ­
selves independently and seek col­
laboration w ith  the labor move­
ment.. T h e ir a im  is to d iv ide the 
w o rk ing  fanners from  the w o rk ­
ers in  the factories and break up 
th e ir  common struggle against, tlie  
b ig  cap ita lis t interests. T h is  o r­
ganization is s im ila r  to  the no­
torious Associated Farm ers, Inc. 
o f C a lifo rn ia .

ed “ r io ts ”  and acts o f violence 
aga inst Negro troops.

A  “ new Scottsboro case”  in  
Louis iana when three N egro  so l­
diers were convicted on charges 
o f "ra p e ”  a fte r  being threatened 
by police th a t they would be 
turned over to  the K u K Iu x  K la n  
i f  they d idn ’ t  adm it g u ilt .

J U L Y  E V E N T S
In  the month o f Ju ly , the fo l­

low ing  occurrences and sta te­
ments were recorded:

The legal lynch ing  o f share­
cropper Odell W a lle r in V irg in ia , 
w ith  the “ lib e ra l”  U. S. Supreme 
C ourt and the “ hu m a n ita ria n ”  
P resident re fus ing  to  in tervene.

The b ru ta l lynch ing  o f W ill ie  
Vinson in Texarkana, Texas.

The k il l in g  o f P riva te  Jesse 
Sm ith , N egro  soldier, by c iv ilia n  
police in F la g s ta ff,  A rizo n a ; the 
exoneration o f his k il le rs ; and 
the co u rt-m a rtia l o f f iv e  other 
N egro  soldiers who were w ith  
S m ith.

The beating and a rre s t o f the 
noted singer, Roland Hayes, and 
his w ife  in Georgia, and the ap­
proval o f th is  action expressed 
by G overnor Talmadge.

The f la t  re fusa l by A labam a’s 
Governor D ixon to  accept a w a r 
con tract because o f his opposi­
tion  to Roosevelt’s E xecu tive O r­
der 8802, which calls fo r  no dis­
c rim ina tio n  in  h ir in g .

The in fla m m a to ry  statem ents 
by elements such as Horace W il­
kinson, A labam a a tto rney, th re a t­
ening lynah action aga inst N e­
groes who ask fo r  th e ir  consti­
tu tio n a l r ig h ts  and advocating 
the fo rm a tio n  o f a League to  
M a in ta in  W h ite  Supremacy.

The beating o f a Negro sol­
dier, P riva te  A lfre d  Knox, and 
his m other, by w h ite  M. P .’s and 
c iv ilia n  policemen in  Houston, 
Texas, because he dared to  use 
the telephone booth in the w h ite  
w a itin g  room o f a ra ilro a d  sta­
tion . Knox, who m ay lose an eye 
because o f the beating, was then 
arrested.

The unprovoked k il l in g  o f a 
Negro w o rke r, W a lte r Gunn, by 
a J im  Crow s h e r if f  in  Tuskegee, 
A labam a, and the te rro r iz in g  o f 
the Negro popu lation to prevent 
th e ir  te s t ify in g  in the case.

The re fusa l by a federa l grand 
ju ry  to in d ic t the known .lynch -* 
ers o f Cleo W rig h t in  Sikeston, 
M issouri, on the ground th a t 
“ the fac ts  disclosed do n o t con­
s titu te  any federa l offense.”

The cold-blooded m urde r o f a 
young Negro, Herm an Jones, by 
a police o ffic e r in  S u ffo lk , V i r ­
g in ia , a fte r  Jones had been a r ­
rested fo r  an alleged misde­
meanor.

W ho can doubt, a fte r  exam in­
ing th is  incom plete record o f s is  
weeks in the South, th a t the m ost 
im p o rtan t place fo r  the Negro 
people to  be f ig h t in g  fo r  democ­
racy is r ig h t here a t home?

Seattle CRDC 
To Hold Affair 
To Aid Postal

S E A TTLE . Aug. 11 —  A n old- 
fashioned melodrama. “ No M other 
To Guide H er,”  w i l l  be presented 
here on August 28 by the local 
branch of the C iv il R ights De­
fense Committee, o ffic ia l defense 
agency o f the 18 T ro ts k y is t and 
CIO  leaders convicted in  M innea­
polis la s t December.

Proceeds from  the a ffa ir  w i l l  be 
used fo r the defense of K e lly  Pos­
ta l, M inneapolis CIO leader, who 
has also been sentenced to ja i l  
as a resu lt o f the an ti-labor d rive  
conducted jo in t ly  by the govern­
ment and Tobin of the A F L  Team­
sters.

The play w ill be given in  the ' 
R eportory Playhouse. E. 41st and 
U n ive rs ity  Way. T ickets, inc lud ­
in g  tax sell fo r  87c and 58c, and 
m ay be purchased at Room 201, 
905 E. Pine. Seattle. The show 
begins at 8 P. M .

PROBLEMS OF THE 
INDIAN REVOLUTION

Two recent issues of the monthly magazine, Fourth 
*International, contain several articles which should be read 
by every supporter of the Indian struggle for independence 
from imperialism.

In the March, 1942 issue are “ Democratic”  Enemies of 
India, an editorial; The Classes of India and Their Poli­
tical Roles, a thesis of the Bolshevik-Leninist Party of In­
dia; The M ind of India's Bourgeoisie, a book review.

In the April. 1942 issue are Why India Spurned Cripps, 
an editorial; Brita in ’s Role in India, by tiie Bolshevik-Lenin­
ist Party of India; Ceylon's Road to Freedom, by the Cey­
lon Socialist Party; Cripps, 'Too Little, Too Late, a book 
review.

A limited number of these issues is still available. The 
price is 20 cents per issue. Send your orders at once to Busi­
ness Manager, Fourth International. 116 University Place, 
New York City.



A U G U S T  2 2 , 1  9 4 2 T H E  M I L I T A N T -  T  H R E B

m i  “LABOR WTTH A WHITE SKIN 
I  l l  P  CANNOT EMANCIPATE ITSELF 
1  1 1 C  WHERE LABOR WITH A BLACK 1

SKIN IS BRANDED“ — KARL 
MARX.

N eg ro  S tru g g le
a ............By  A lb e r t P a rk e r i — ■- n

Negroes and the Indian Struggle
E very m il ita n t Negro in  th is  coun try  should fo llo w  the de­

velopments in the cu rre n t s trugg le  fo r  Ind ian  independence w ith  
the closest a tten tion . F o r the cause o f the Ind ian  masses in  th is  
s trugg le  is the cause o f the oppressed to ile rs  everywhere.

W ha t is i t  th a t the Ind ian  people are f ig h t in g  fo r?  The 
same th in g  th a t the Am erican colonists demanded and fou gh t 
fo r  in  1776. The same th in g  fo r  which the Chinese people are 
f ig h t in g  the Japanese im peria lis ts  today. Freedom, the r ig h t  
to determ ine th e ir own destiny.

The B rit is h  ru le rs ' seem to  regard th is  as some k ind o f un­
speakable crim e, and they react to  i t  in  the same way th a t the 
Jim  Crow ru le rs  in  our Southern states react when the Negro 
w orkers and sharecroppers ask fo r  the r ig h t  to  vote or the  r ig h t  
to  get a job  on an equal basis w ith  o ther w orkers. B u t the 
N egro people —  whose ancestors also knew w hat oppression 
was and who were shot and hanged and whipped when they 
organized numerous slave revo lts —  can have no th ing  b u t sym ­
pathy fo r  the asp ira tions o f the Ind ian  masses.

Similarity Between Arguments
There is a rem arkable s im ila r ity  between the argum ents 

used by the B r it is h  ru le rs  to  oppose g ra n tin g  independence to  
Ind ia  now and those used by the Am erican ru lin g  class to  deny 
equal r ig h ts  to  the Negro people now.

1. We cannot give you independence Dow, the B r it is h  ru le rs  
say to the Indians, because i t  would lead to  “ in te rn a l s tr ife .”

And the Am erican Negroes are to ld  they cannot have equal­
i t y  now because i t  would d is rup t “ na tiona l u n ity .”

2. The s trugg le  fo r  Ind ian  independence a t th is  tim e  leaves 
the w ay open fo r  the “ common enemy”  Japan to  invade and sub­
juga te  Ind ia , say the spokesmen fo r  B r it is h  im peria lism ; con­
sequently, the in terests o f the Ind ian  people themselves requ ire  
th a t th is  s trugg le  be stopped a t once (even i f  i t  takes bu lle ts 
and w h ips and ja ils  to  do i t ) .

A nd the f ig h t  fo r  N egro equa lity  w h ile  the w a r is go ing  on 
aids the A x is  powers w h ich w i l l  take away even those r ig h ts  
which the Negro people now possess, because th is  f ig h t  under­
mines “ m orale”  and “ ham pers”  the w a r e ffo r t, say the spokes­
men fo r  J im  C row; consequently the in te rests o f the Negroes 
themselves demand the d iscontinuation o f the f ig h t  aga inst ra ­
c ia l d iscrim ina tion  (even i f  i t  takes ropes, torches and ja ils  to 
do i t ) .

"After the War" Promises
3. Besides, say the B r it is h  ru le rs , haven’t  we stated th a t 

we recognize you r r ig h t  to  eventual independence, and haven’t  
we openly promised th a t when th is  w a r is over we are go ing 
to  give i t  to  you?

And besides, say the Am erican ru le rs , haven’t  we stated th a t 
we are opposed to  d isc rim ina tion  and haven’t  we prom ised th a t 
th ings  w il l  be d iffe re n t when we w in  the w ar?

B u t the Ind ian  people are no t impressed o r convinced by 
th is  propaganda, ju s t  as the Negro m ilita n ts  are not. L ike  th e ir  
Negro brothers and sisters in  th is  country , the Ind ian  masses 
say to  th e ir  oppressors:

"Get Off Our Backs" Say 
Negroes and Indians

“ You ta lk  about ‘in te rna l s tr ife , ’ bu t you are the people 
responsible fo r  whatever s tr ife  there is. Get o f f  our backs, stop 
denying us our r ig h ts , and the re  w il l  be no s tr ife .

“ You lie when you say th a t the s trugg le  fo r  our r ig h ts  aids 
the A x is . The w orld has seen w ha t happened to  the people o f 
M alaya and Burm a as a resu lt o f you r policies and your rule, 
and we do not in tend to  have the same fa te  be fa ll us. Your 
ru le  and you r policies aid the A x is , and we are f ig h t in g  to  get 
rid  o f them so tha t we w ill rea lly  have the oppo rtu n ity  to  de­
fea t the fascists. V ic to ry  fo r  our f ig h t  w i l l  insp ire  the peoples 
o f Asia, A fr ic a  and the whole w orld to  renewed strugg les against 
th e ir  oppressors.

“ You not only slander us when you say th a t our f ig h t  aids 
the fascists, bu t you also show how hypocritica l are your cla im s 
to  be f ig h t in g  a w ar fo r  democracy. We cannot believe any o f 
you r promises, because you have made and 'broken them  before. 
W hatever your ‘ post-w ar promises’ are, they are w orth less in /  
our eyes, and we don’t  believe them any more than the promises 
made to us by Japanese agents.”

N eg ro 'w o rke rs , the Ind ian  s trugg le  is yours too ! You can­
no t rem ain true  to  the princip les o f you r own century-o ld  s tru g ­
gle in th is  coun try  unless you ac tive ly  help to  defend the In ­
dian masses against th e ir  detainers and to  aid them against th e ir  
enemies.

War In Egypt Provides 
Some Important Lessons
British Trotskyists Show How Brass Hats 
Stifle the Initiative of Worker-Soldiers

Some o f (he reasons fo r  the fa ll o f Tobruk and Rommel’s 
advances in E gyp t are analyzed in the fo llow ing  artic le , which is 
reprin ted from  the Ju ly  issue o f Socia list Appeal, a T ro tsky is t 
paper published by the W orkers In te rn a tion a l League:

S------------------------------------------------The amazing advances which 
the German armies are making 
in Libya and Egypt have 
stupefied the workers and sol­
diers of Britain and the whole 
world. .

A t a time when the Russians 
are pe rfo rm in g  a lm ost unbeliev­
able deeds o f va lo r in the defense 
o f the w o rke rs ’ state aga inst the 
Nazis, the d e fe a ts ’stand out in  a 
p a rtic u la r ly  g la r in g  lig h t. When 
nine-tenths and m ore o f the Ger­
man a rm y  is be ing used in  Rus­
sia and to  hold down Europe, 
the fa c t th a t the B r it is h  cannot 
pu t up an adequate resistance 
in the M iddle East, indicates th a t 
there is som ething ro tten  in  the 
B r it is h  a rm y— and i t  is  not the 
B r it is h  soldiers who comprise 
some o f the best f ig h tin g  m a te ria l 
in the world.

The en tire  blame fo r  the 
defeats m ust be la id  a t the door, 
o f the ru l in g  class and th e ir  
Colonel B lim p  o ffice r caste which 
is responsible fo r  the blood and 
sacrifices w h ich the soldiers are 
m aking. The people in  con tro l—  
the whole o f the o ffice r caste in 
L ibya  and E g y p t— come fro m  the 
boneheads o f the old school-tie.

N o t concerned w ith  the  w e lfa re  
o f the soldiers, these people are 
more pre-occupied w ith  “ keeping 
the so ld ier in  his place.”  S p it 
and polish, sa lu tin g  and “ yes 
s ir r in g ”  are the na rrow  horizon 
beyond w hich they cannot see.

I t 's  a D if fe re n t  
S to ry  N ow
E d i t o r :

B u r i e d  i n  s m a l l  t y p e  o n  t h e  
f i n a n c i a l  p a g e s  o f  t h e  d a i l y  p r e s s  
i s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  A P  r e p o r t :

" T h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  ( U . S . )  
T r e a s u r y  J u l y  3 0 :  R e c e i p t s  $ 1 6 , -  
9 0 1 , 3 9 2 . 9 3 :  e x p e n d i t u r e s  $ 1 7 4 , -
3 -1 9  6 9 9 . 4 2 .  N e t  b a l a n c e  $ 3 ,2 9 4 , -  
4 2 5 , 6 1 4 . 4 9 ;  t o t a l  d e f i c i t  $ 8 1 ,  5 8 3 , -  
4 6 1 , 7 6 7 . 8 8 . ”

W h e n  t h e  N e w  D e a l  w a s  d i s h ­
i n g  o u t  a  f e w  l o u s y  s h e k e l s  f o r  
r e l i e f ,  t h e  b o s s  p r e s s  s m e a r e d  t l i e  
n a t i o n a l  d e b t  a l l  o v e r  t h e  e d i t o r i a l  
p a g e  w i t h  c a u s t i c  “ w e  v i e w  w i t h  
a l a r m ”  c o m m e n t ,  a l m o s t  e v e r y  
d a y .

B u t  n o w  t h a t  i t ’ s  M e r c h a n t s  o f  
D e a t h  w h o  a r e  g e t t i n g  t h e  b e n ­
e f i t  i n  m i l l i o n s  o f  w a r  p r o f i t s ,  
i n s t e a d  o f  W P A  w o r k e r s  w i t h  
t h q i r  b r e a d  a n d  s o u p  “ w a g e s , ”  t h e  
m e r c h a n t s  o f  h o k u m  r e s e r v e  t h e i r  
e d i t o r i a l  p a g e s  f o r  s m e a r i n g  t h e  
w o r k e r s  a n d  b u r y  t h e  n a t i o n a l  
d e b t  f i g u r e s  w h e r e  t h e y  h o p e  n o  
o n e  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  f i n d  t h e m .

G. R.
S t .  L o u i s ,  M o .

They regard th e ir  own soldiers 
w ith  more h o s tility , as being 
fro m  a class fun dam en ta lly  op­
posed to th e ir  own, than they 
regard the officers o f the enemy.

A  S P E C IA L  O RDER 
T h is s itua tion  could no t be tte r 

be illu s tra te d  than in  the words 
o f an N. C. 0 . correspondent to 
Hannen S w a ffe r:

“ A bout tw o  days before T obruk 
fe ll,”  he w rites , “ our commanding 
o ffice r issued a special order— on 
sa lu ting .”

I t  appears tha t the men had 
not been sa lu tin g  officers r id in g  
in cars f ly in g  a sm all f la g  and 
th a t th is  omission o f -m ilita ry  
du ty  was the cause o f g reat 
dismay among the h igher com­
mand.

“ F a ilu re  to  sa lu te”  ran th is  
long screed, “ shows a lack o f 
effic iency, a lack o f s p ir it  and a 
lack o f d iscip line. A  sold ier who 
fa ils  to salute an o ffice r is e ithe r 
ill- tra in e d , insolent o r id le.”

The document then argued tha t 
“ a ll th is  lack o f d iscip line leads 
to wars being los t.”

Obviously the loss o f T obruk  
is due to  bad s a lu tin g !

The old ‘squ ire ’ m e n ta lity  is 
s t i l l  p redom inant among the o f­
ficers, who th in k  th a t a servant 
who doesn’t  t ip  h is ha t is a 
discontented fe llo w — probab ly  a 
trade un ion ist.

“ W hy should we peer in to  
every passing car tra v e llin g  a t

E d ito r :

I  read you r paper fo r  the f i r s t  
tim e,-and was ve ry  much in te r ­
ested by y o u r a rtic les  on Ind ia .

I  have been reading the Times, 
PM , and the D a ily  News every 
day because I  am so in terested 
in  the subject. I  have also read 
the D a ily  W orker.

W hat I  can’t  understand is how 
they p ra c tica lly  a ll say the same 
th ing . They are a ll in  fa v o r o f 
Ind ia  hav ing  independence, b u t 
not now. They w a n t the  Ind ians 
to w a it u n t il the  w a r is over. 
Then i f  the B r it is h  w in , th e ir  
a rm y  w il l  be s trong e r than ever 
and they  w on’t  have to  g ive In ­
dia freedom.

D idn ’t  th a t happen d u rin g  
W orld  W a r I  ? I  am sure i t  did.

F rom  w ha t I  can understand, 
the D a ily  W orke r doesn’t  w a n t 
the Ind ians to  f ig h t  fo r  th e ir  
freedom ; consequently since the 
B r it is h  w on’t  g ive them  freedom, 
they w i l l  have to  do w ith o u t it .

A. R.
New  Y o rk  C ity .

about fro m  40 to  50 m iles per 
hour and salute a u n ifo rm , which 
in  five cases ou t o f ten, contains 
on ly  an A . T. S. d r iv e r o r an o f­
ficer’s batman?”

O N E  OF T H E  REASO NS
The la te s t defeats have been 

con tribu ted in la rge p a rt by the 
blunders and s tu p id it ie s 'o f  the 
o ffice r caste, by th e ir  s t i f l in g  o f 
the in it ia t iv e  and resourcefulness 
o f the rank and file  soldier.

One o f the reasons fo r  Rom­
mel's v ic to ries  was the fa c t th a t 
in  the te rr ib le  heat o f the 
A fr ic a n  desert a t the ho ttest 
period o f the year, the  B r it is h  
generals concluded th a t an o f ­
fensive was im possib le . . . and 
ju s t a t th is  period Rommel 
launched his a ttack.

The reason fo r  his success was 
tha t, a lthough under norm al 
circum stances tanks cannot oper­
ate in  such weather due to  the 
unbearable heat— the Germans 
made use o f a ir  conditioned 
tanks.

In  the D a ily  H era ld  o f June 
30, Hannen S w a ffe r po in ts  ou t:

“ I t  may, o r may not, su rp rise  
th e  W ar O ffice to  know th a t a 
p riva te  serv ing  in  a tan k  b a t­
ta lio n  conceived the idea o f a 
re fr ig e ra to r  tan k  in  1939! He 
met on ly  w ith  rid icu le .

“ And the desert was our, not 
German, te rra in .”

E X P E R T  IN S U L T E D
Then, w h ile  se rv ing  in Ind ia , 

a lance-corporal h it  upon a plan 
to  remove ra p id ly  fro m  heavy 
vehicles tires  ve ry  stubborn to 
move.

H is  com m anding o ffice r, much 
impressed, had the d ra w in g  ca r­
ried out, and then, when its  suc­
cess was proved, sent to 
Ordnance.

There some Colonel B lim p  o r ­
dered h im  “ not to  t in k e r around, 
bu t to  ca rry  out m aintenance 
operations fo r  wheeled vehicles 
as orders lay  down.”

IN V E N T IV E N E S S  A  S IN
The same inven tive  corpora l, 

ju s t before the  general was ! 
k illed , subm itted a t his request 
an idea fo r  d isab ling  tanks on 
roads.

A las, i t  never reached h im —  
but the w icked inven to r was 
hauled before a ju n io r o ffice r "and 
ordered no t to  w r ite  to  the W ar 
O ffice about the in ven tion ............

He had th o u g h t o f som eth ing—  
and so he was a na ug h ty  boy!

Those reports  g ive an a n n ih ila t­
in g  ind ic tm en t o f the whole 
ro tten  incom petent o ffice r caste 
o f the ru l in g  class. The inven­
tiveness and in it ia t iv e  o f the 
rank and file  soldiers is s tifled . 
Soldiers o f inven tive  genius like  
the one d e s c r i b e d  above, 
m en ta lly  and in  th e ir  knowledge 
o f m echanical w a rfa re , are fa r  
in  advance o f th e ir  so-called 
“ superiors.”  In  add ition  to  th a t, 
the y  are the ones who are con­
cerned w ith  a genuine w a r 
aga inst fascism .

FOR U N IO N  CO NTRO L 
OF M IL IT A R Y  T R A IN IN G

The Labor P a rty  and Trade 
Union leaders c la im  th a t th is  w a r 
is aga inst fascism  in  the in ­
terests o f democracy— then le t 
them set up  schools under the 
con tro l o f the trade  unions to 
tra in  the m ost in te llig e n t and 
able o f the w orkers  to become 
officers.

T h is would mean th a t the 
w o rke r soldiers would no t be a t

A DISCUSSION ON MILITARY 
AND ECONOMIC IMPERIALISM

A  L e tte r T o  

T H E  M IL IT A N T

E d ito r:
In  his column o f June 27, M. 

M orrison debunks V ice-President 
W allace’s recent “ people’s revo lu ­
t io n ”  speech. W allace ’s c la im  th a t 
the U.S. w i l l  do aw ay w ith  ■ 
economic im p e ria lism  is ade­
quate ly  re fu ted . B u t a t the same 
tim e M orrison  draws a nice 
d is tinc tio n  between m f lita ry  and. 
economic im peria lism . He, M o r­
rison, seems to  believe i t  qu ite 
possible fo r  the U.S. to  create a 
colon ia l em pire w ith o u t the need 
fo r  te r r ito r ia l seizure and the ex­
ercise o f d irec t po litica l and m il i­
ta ry  con tro l in  the  colonial coun­
tries. These o f course are the 
tim e-dishonored methods o f the 
French and E ng lish  em pire bu ild ­
ers. They were m il ita ry  as w e ll 
as economic im p e ria lis ts , says 
M orrison.

As evidence to  support h is be­
lie f  th a t the U.S. im p e ria lis ts  w i l l  
dispense w ith  m il ita ry  im p e ria l­
ism, M orrison cites the fo llo w in g  
fac to rs : the  past h is to ry  o f U.S. 
im peria lism , wh ich in  the m ain 
did n o t include d irec t p o litica l 
and m il ita ry  con tro l; the ad­
vantage o f a prom ise to  the 
colonial peoples w h ich  seem ingly 
costs U.S. im p e ria lism  no th in g—  
freedom fro m  B r it is h  ru le ; and 
fina lly , confidence o f U.S. ca p ita l­
ists th a t  in an economic fre e -fo r- 
a ll they  can beat any Competi­
tion.

I t  seems to  me th a t the 
evidence is no t ve ry  w e igh ty . 
The past tra d it io n  o f U.S. im ­
peria lism  means no th in g  in  v iew  
o f the tremendous changes ta k ­
in g  place in the w o rld  ro le  o f the 
U.S. The surp lus w ea lth  which 
pei-m itted the  U.S. to  p lay  the 
rich  uncle is being devoured by 
the m ilita r iz a tio n  o f the economy. 
F in a lly , can any im p e ria lis t na­
tion  p e rm it autonom y, m il ita ry  
and p o litica l, to  a na tive  ca p ita lis t 
class? Such autonom y is the 
necessary condition fo r  t h e  
g ro w th  and expansion o f the na­
tiv e  bourgeoisie. N o im peria lism  
w i l l  a llow  th is . These and o ther . 
questions call fo r  a c la rifica tion  
o l M o rrison ’s a rtic le *

Com radely yours,

A . S.
New  Y o rk

the m ercy o f th is  squire men­
ta l i ty — a m e n ta lity  w h ich  is 
closer to the fasc is ts  than to  the 
trade un ion is t. Above a ll the 
tra in in g  o f w orkers to  become 
officers would be a guarantee 
aga inst any a tte m p t o f a se ll-ou t 
to H it le r  o r o f us ing the a rm y  
against the w o rk in g  class.

T h a t th is  could take place is 
shown by the uses to* w h ich the 
a rm y  has a lready been p u t to 
break s trikes o f dockers in L iv e r­
pool and Newcastle and o f bus­
men in Glasgow. Tom orrow  when 
the s trugg le  o f the B r it is h  w o rk ­
ers w ith  the ru l in g  class becomes 
more intense— as i t  m ust— C hur­
c h ill and his class w i l l  no t 
hesita te  to  use th is  reac tiona ry  
o ffice r caste aga inst the w o rk ­
ers.

Today the u rg e n t problem  fo r  
both soldiers and w o rkers  is the 
need to  set up special schools 
under the con tro l o f the unions 
fo r  the t ra in in g  o f w o rke r o f­
ficers a t the expense o f the gov­
ernm ent.

A n  A nsw er B y M . M o rr is o n
There is o f course on ly  one type  o f im peria lism , by w h ich 

te rm  is meant, rough ly  speaking, the present stage in  the develop­
m ent o f cap ita lism  when m onopoly has displaced com petition , 
when finance cap ita l has obtained con tro l o f the  economic li fe  
o f a ll advanced countries and when cap ita l is exported, in ad­
d ition  to  consumers’ goods.

In  his “ peoples’ revo lu tion ”  speech, V ice-P residen t W allace,
(>

on beha lf o f the U n ited  States, prom ised to  do aw ay w ith  “ m il i­
ta ry  and economic im peria lism .”  U nder Secre tary o f S ta te  
W elles had p rev ious ly  prom ised to b r in g  an end to  the  “ age o f 
im p e ria lism .”

N o t even the lib e ra l and sanctim onious W allace, le t  alone 
the reac tiona ry  W elles, m eant th a t A m erican cap ita lism  intends 
to surrender its  r ig h t  to  invest cap ita l in  backward countries 
and e x tra c t huge p ro fits  fro m  the people o f those countries. 
W h a t they  m eant was th a t A m erican cap ita lism  was w ill in g  to  
do away w ith  the m ore obviously reac tiona ry  aspects o f im ­
pe ria lism . T h is  prom ise has tw o  m otives: one, to  g e t the support 
o f the colon ia l and sem i-colonial masses fo r  the im p e ria lis t, 
democracies; and tw o, to serve w a rn in g  on B r it is h  im peria lism  
th a t i t  m us t surrender p o lit ic a l con tro l o f its  colonies, open the 
door to  economic com petition  by the U n ited  States and thus end 
its  m onopoly.

The d is tinc tio n  made by W allace between m il ita ry  (o r be tte r, 
p o lit ic a l)  and economic im peria lism  is qu ite  le g itim a te  i f  under­
stood co rre c tly . The fa c t is th a t im peria lism  can and has worked 
w ith  o r w ith o u t po litica l con tro l o f the backward countries, in 
the sense o f openly des ignating  p o lit ic a l and m il i ta ry  ru le rs  o f 
a country, as the  B r it is h  im p e ria lis ts  do in  Ind ia  and Ceylon. 
The fundam enta l d iffe rence between a co lon ia l and sem i-colonial 
cou n try  is th a t in  the fo rm e r the im p e ria lis t m e tropo litan  center 
contro ls no t on ly  the economic bu t also the p o lit ic a l li fe  o f the  
country , w h ile  in  the la tte r  p o lit ic a l con tro l is, ostensib ly a t least, 
in  the hands o f the na tive  c a p ita lis t class.

Advantages A n d  D isadvantages
The advantages o f c o n tro llin g  a colon ia l coun try  p o lit ic a lly  

are v e ry  great. The im p e ria lis ts  are then able to  pass any le g is ­
la tio n  they desire to  aid in e xp lo itin g  the colony and to  exclude 
any possible com petitors. They need no t ca te r to  the  na tive  
cap ita lis ts  as much as the y  would have to do i f  they did no t 
con tro l the  po litics  o f the country , and the y  can, m ore read ily , 
th rou gh  leg is la tion , p revent the economic development o f the 
colony.

The disadvantage o f p o lit ic a l con tro l is th a t i t  in v a ria b ly  
generates a s trong  n a tio n a lis t m ovem ent in  opposition to  im ­
p e r ia lis t exp lo ita tion .

W hen A m erican cap ita lism  reached the im p e ria lis t stage 
i t  found m ost o f the no n -indu s tria l w o rld  d ivided among the 
e a rlie r b irds  o f p rey. L u c k ily  fo r  i t  the M onroe D octrine  had 
kep t the La tin -A m e riea n  countries ou t o f the p o lit ic a l con tro l 
o f the  older im p e ria lis t countries. B y  the tim e  A m erican ca p ita l­
ism was ready fo r  colonies i t  was no t so easy fo r  an im p e ria lis t 
cou n try  to  take possession o f a backward cou n try  by  m il ita ry  
force. The n a tio n a lis t t ra d it io n  had a lready developed to  a p o in t 
where serious opposition could be expected. Am erican cap ita lism  
did o f course take some colonies fro m  Spain, b u t by and la rge 
i t  had to  content its e lf,  and the re fo re  favored, the  method o f 
peaceful economic pene tra tion , w ith  the use o f fo rce  on ly when 
abso lu te ly  necessary.

A m erican cap ita lism  became the champion o f the “ open-door”  
po licy, c la im in g  equal r ig h ts  fo r  im p e ria lis ts  in  the exp lo ita tion  
o f backward countries. N o t because i t  had a n y th in g  in  p rinc ip le  
aga inst p o lit ic a l con tro l o f backward nations b u t because i t  came 
too la te  upon the  scene and its  dom inant economic s treng th  made 
ce rta in  th a t the open-door po licy  w ou ld  assure i t  a favo rab le  
position. I t  m ajie a v ir tu e  o f h is to ric  necessity. P uerto  Rico, 
H a w a ii and the P h ilipp ines prove th a t whenever Am erican im ­
pe ria lism  can get. p o lit ic a l con tro l i t  does no t hesita te  to  do so.

A t  the present m om ent the “ good ne ighbor”  po licy  and the 
doctrine o f p o lit ic a l freedom  fo r  the backward nations are 
po w e rfu l weapons u tiliz e d  by A m erican cap ita lism  no t on ly  
aga inst German and Japanese b u t also aga inst B r it is h  im ­
pe ria lism .

Japan could no t hope to  compete w ith  the U n ited  States in 
the exp lo ita tion  o f China. I t  the re fo re  wanted to  ga in  m il i ta ry  
con tro l o f China. G reat B r ita in  cannot compete w ith  the  U n ited  
States in  In d ia  o r elsewhere. I t  the re fo re  w ants p o lit ic a l con tro l 
o f In d ia  and its  o the r colonies. I t  is h ig h ly  s ig n ifica n t th a t none 
o f the spokesmen fo r  B r it is h  im p e ria lism  has said an y th in g  about 
b r in g in g  an end to  the age o f im peria lism . P o lit ic a l freedom  fo r  
a ll colonies is  w h a t the  A m erican cap ita lis ts  w a n t in  o rder to  
t ie  the  backward countries to  th e ir  im peria lism .

Kournakoff Book Rehashes Stalin ist Slanders About Red Army
Russia’s F ig h tin g  Forces, 'b y  Capt. Sergei N .

K o u rn a k o ff; In te rn a tio n a l Publishers, New
Y ork .

Since the N az i invasion o f the USSR the 
S ta lin is t fa c to ry  o f fa ls ifica tio ns  has been w o rk ­
in g  overtim e. F irs t  o f a ll,  i t  was necessary to 
w hitewash the past crim es o f the K re m lin , 
especially the m onstrous purges which weakened 
tile  defensive s treng th  o f the coun try  and which, 
in  addition, beheaded the Red A rm y  on the ve ry  
eve o f its  life  and death s trugg le . Moreover, i t  
was necessary to  cover up and m in im ize the 
te rr ib le  defeats suffered on the m il ita ry  arena 
under S ta lin ’s leadership. L a s t b u t no t least, 
S ta lin ’s tarn ished prestige had to be refurb ished.

“ Russia’s F ig h tin g  Forces”  is one o f the books 
designed to  fu l f i l l  these tasks. The au tho r is 
ty p ic a l o f a la rge  section o f the la tte r-d a y  
S ta lin is t h ire ling s  and apologists. He is a fo rm er 
C za ris t o ffice r who fo u g h t th roughou t the C iv il 
W a r o f 1918-1920 in the arm ies o f the counter­
revo lu tion . A f te r  e m ig ra tin g  to  A m erica he 
f in a lly  found his way in to  S ta lin is t employ, 
w r it in g  fo r  Soviet Russia Today and o ther S ta lin ­
is t  publications in the guise o f a m ilita ry  expert 
w r it in g  fo r  the laym an.

In  his book th is  expert tr ie s  o f course to  
re w rite  the h is to ry  o f the C iv il W ar. In  the ro le  
o f a p a rtic ip a n t and eye-witness o f the events, 
K o u m a k o ff adds his voice to  the lie  th a t j t  was 
no t T ro tsky  b u t S ta lin  who played the p r im a ry  
ro le  in  th is  period. W ha t th is  expe rt lacks in  
s k il l he tr ies  to make up fo r  by brazenness.

He rehashes the whole catalogue o f the lies o f 
S ta lin is t h is to rio g rap hy  about T ro ts k y ’s ro le  a t 
B re s t-L ito v s k ; about the defense o f P etrograd 
aga inst Yudenich .and S ta lin ’s m y th ica l ro le  in  
th is  connection; about the fo rm a tio n  o f  Soviet

cava lry  in it ia te d  by T ro ts k y  and now assigned to  
S ta lin ; about the disputes re la t in g  to  the s tra teg y  
on the Southern f ro n t  fo r  which S ta lin  is given 
c red it by the sim ple expedient o f reve rs ing  the 
roles played by S ta lin  and T ro ts k y  in  th is  s itu a ­
tio n ; precise ly the same th in g  is done in re la tion  
to the Polish cam paign, etc., etc.

K o u rn a k o ff con trives even to  avoid m ention ing 
the fa c t th a t T ro ts k y  was the  Commissar o f W ar. 
The sole exp lanation  th a t he o ffe rs  to  re fu te  the 
w e ll-know n and established fac ts  o f h is to ry  reads 
as fo llow s :

“ The reason is tha t the h is to ry  o f the Russian 
C iv il W ar has become known in  th is  country 
m a in ly  th rough  the pages o f the  w r ite r  w ith  the  
biggest a n ti-S ta lin  propaganda axe to  grind , 
Leon T ro tsky . . (Page 164.)

F o r a lm ost tw o  decades the en tire  apparatus 
o f the K re m lin  has been geared to  the  task o f 
fa ls ify in g  h is to ry  and t ry in g  to  expunge T ro ts k y ’s 
role fro m  the events. N ow  another l ia r  tr ie s  to  
make i t  appear th a t S ta lin  was, i f  you please, 
the v ic tim  o f a one-man cam paign o f m isrepre­
sentation. The reviewers o f th is  book in the cap­
ita l is t  press have p re fe rred  to  pass over in  silence 
th is  “ a u th o rita tiv e ”  and em barrassing explana­
tion .

Lies A bo u t T he  Red A rm y  Generals
H a v ing  lied about the C iv il W ar, K o u rn a k o ff 

goes on to  lie  about the developm ent and o r­
gan iza tion  o f the Red A rm y  in  the period o f the 
F ive  Y ea r Plans. W ho modernized and mechanized 
the Red A rm y ?  V orosh ilov  was never m ore than 
a figurehead. The rea l leaders o f the Red A rm y  
in th is  period were Tukhachevsky and G am arn ik 
together w ith  th e ir  co llabora tors whom S ta lin  
h im se lf ra ised to  the ra n k  o f M arshals and Gen­

erals in  1935, i.e., men lik e  Uborevich, Y a k ir ,  
Feldm an— in  short, a ll those who were m urdered 
in the purges.

The b u lk  o f the fac tua l m a te ria l cited in 
K o u rn a k o ff’s book comes no t as he apparently  
believes from  the lip s  o f Voroshilov, b u t fro m  
the o ff ic ia l reports  o f precisely the General S ta ff  
headed by Tukhachevsky. I t  was these men who 
modernized and mechanized the Red A rm y , 
created its  a ir  force, b u ilt  the fo rtif ic a tio n s  and 
drew up plans fo r  fu tu re  m il ita ry  actions. 
K o u rn a ko ff s im p ly  re fra in s  fro m  m ention ing 
th e ir  names o r th e ir  ro le and assigns fu l l  c red it 
to S ta lin  and V oroshilov and la te r on to  T im o­
shenko.

As fo r  the purges and th e ir  e ffects, these are 
sum m a rily  dismissed w ith  tw o  references. On 
page 107 he w rite s :

“ There is a general w illingness now in the 
U n ited States to  acknowledge the w isdom o f 
Soviet measures w hich, when the y  were taken 
were m isunderstood and m isrepresented. The best 
example o f th is  was the c leaning ou t o f the 
f if th  colum n.”

A nd again on page 157 he lam ents the “ pe r­
s is tent depreciation o f Soviet m il ita ry  s tra teg y  
and leadership”  especially “ The e lim ina tion  o f 
Tukhachevsky and the o ther generals who, fo r  
a v a rie ty  o f reasons, were de fea tis t about the 
loom ing w a r and sought an appeasers’ se ttlem ent 
w ith  Germ any and Japan, su rrendering  to  them  
large Soviet areas fo r  the p riv ile ge  o f being 
to le rated in  the res t.”

As is w e ll known, H it le r  and the M ikado found 
S ta lin  very amenable to  co llabora tion .

TJie S ta lin is t l ia r  also hopes th a t people have 
fo rgo tten  th a t  i t  was no t on ly  a  hand fu l o f 
generals th a t was purged, b u t a long w ith  them

the g re a t bu lk  o f the Red o ffice r corps who had 
emerged fro m  the C iv il W a r and organized the 
Red A rm y  under these men. The Soviet U n ion  
has paid and continues to  pay in  te rr ib le  defeats 
because o f the lack o f adequate and re liab le  
leadership.

F o llo w in g  T he  K re m lin  L in e
K o u rn a k o ff surpasses h im se lf in  the  fina l sec­

tio n  o f the book, the aim  o f which is to  prove th a t 
the N azis have already lo s t the  w a r: “ The ques­
tion  now arises: W hy is H it le r  losing the  w ar?  
W hen did he lose i t ? ”  (p . 194); th a t the  USSR 
re a lly  lo s t no th ing  a t a l l In the  f ir s t  year o f the 
w a r: “ The land the Germans won was a 'd o u b tfu l 
gain. M ost o f its  productive capacity had been 
destroyed by the scorched-earth tac tic . M ost o f its  
in du s try  has been evacuate'd eastward. The 
te r r ito ry  its e lf  was gue rrilla -in fes ted  and exacted 
a constant d ra in  on German m anpower and arm s”  
(p. 161); th a t the defeats o f the Red A rm y  were 
rea lly  v ic tories  and th a t the re trea ts  were in  ac­
cordance w ith  pro found s tra teg ic  plans which led 
to v ic to ries : “ F rom  the w ay th in g s  are go ing, i t  
appears certa in  th a t Germ any cannot w in . The 
knockout b low  w i l l  come, b u t the tim e  o f its  
de live ry  is unpredictab le”  (p . 212).

In  th is  as in  a ll h is previous lies K o u m a k o ff 
is n o t expressing his own views b u t m ere ly  
hew ing s tr ic t ly  to  the K re m lin ’s line . T h is  is 
precisely the w ay in  which the  course o f the  War 
was represented to  the Soviet masses since la s t 
December and r ig h t  up to  the beg inn ing o f the 
la te s t N azi offensive. S ta lin  has been boasting o f 
complete v ic to ry  in  1942.

Events themselves are acqua in ting  the w o rld  
w ith  the tru e  na ture  o f S ta lin ’s reg im e o f boasts, 
lies, fram e-ups, crimes and defeats.

Reviewed by JOHN G. WRIGHT

A W eapon A ga ins t B r ita in
Am erican im p e ria lism  has achieved a pi-eeminent pos itiop  

in L a tin  Am erica  by v ir tu e  o f its  economic in fluence and no t be­
cause i t  d ire c tly  contro ls  the  p o lit ic a l l i fe  o f  the La tin -A m e rica n  
countries. N a tu ra lly  i t  w ields g ré â t p o lit ic a l in fluence in  those 
countries bu t no t d ire c tly . In  general i t  operates on th e  p rin c ip le  
o f buy ing  up any p o lit ic a l p a r ty  th a t gains con tro l. I t  is w e a lth y  
enough to  a ffo rd  th a t lu x u ry .

The question w hethe r Am erican im p e ria lism  w i l l  be able to  
continue th is  “ lib e ra l”  ro le  in  the  fu tu re  was n o t raised in  m y 
column o f June 27, dealing w ith  the W allace speech. In  th a t 
a rtic le  I  was s im p ly  in terested in  exp la in ing  the m otives o f the 
representatives o f A m erican im p e ria lism  in  advocating an “ end 
to  im p e ria lism .”  I t  is h ig h ly  doub tfu l, however, th a t in  the epoch 
o f c a p ita lis t decay, even Am erican im p e ria lism  is able to  exp lo it 
backward nations w ith o u t the use o f m il i ta ry  fo rce . A s A.S. 
po in ts  ou t in his le tte r, p o lit ic a l freedom  enables the na tive  
cap ita lis ts  to  develop th e ir  own industries , thus com peting w ith  
the industries  o f  the  im p e ria lis t nations.

B u t th is  fa c to r does n o t p reven t the  representatives o f 
A m erican im peria lism  fro m  m aking  a d is tinc tio n  between m il i ta ry  
and economic im peria lism , and, a t the present tim e, fro m  using 
th a t d is tinc tio n  as a weapon against B r it is h  im peria lism .

A Timely Political Document!
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JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. M il i ta r y  t ra in in g  o f  w o rke rs , financed  

by  the  gove rnm en t, b u t u n d e r c o n tro l 
o f  the  trade  un ion s . S pecia l o ff ic e rs ’ 
t ra in in g  cam ps, financed  by  the  gov­
e rn m e n t b u t c o n tro lle d  by  the  trade  
un ions , to  t ra in  w o rke rs  to  become 
o ffice rs .

2 . T ra d e  u n io n  wages fo r  a ll w o rke rs  
d ra fte d  in to  the  a rm y.

S. F u l l  e q u a lity  f o r  Negroes in  the  a rm ed 
fo rces  and the  w ar in d u s tr ie s— D ow n 
w ith  J im  C row ism  everyw here .

4 . C on fisca tion  o f  a ll w a r p ro fits . E x p ro ­
p r ia t io n  o f  a ll w a r in d u s tr ie s  and th e ir  
o p e ra tio n  u n d e r w o rke rs ’ c o n tro l.

5 . F o r  a r is in g  scale o f  wages to  m eet the  
r is in g  cost o f  l iv in g .

6 . W o rke rs  Defense G uards against v ig ­
ila n te  and fasc is t a ttacks.

7 . A n  Ind e pe n de n t L a b o r P a rty  based on 
the  T rade  U n ions.

8 . A  W o rk e rs ’ and F a rm ers ’ G ove rn ­
m en t.

India And The 
Atlantic Charter

On August 14, 1941, the President of the United 
States anti the Prime Minister, Mr. Churchill, rep­
resenting Mis Majesty's Government in the United 
Kingdom, met on a warship in mid-ocean and sol­
emnly signed a paper which they asserted embodied 
the war aims of their respective governments. To 
the peoples of the world it was proclaimed as a 
pledge of freedom, the Atlantic Charter.

Point three of the A tlantic Charter declares: 
“ They (Roosevelt and Churchill) respect the right 
of all peoples to choose the form of government 
under which they w ill live; and they wish to see 
sovereign rights and self-government restored to 
those who have been forcibly deprived of them."

One year later men, women and children were 
being shot to death on the streets of Bombay, New 
Delhi and other Indian cities for demanding their 
independence, that is, their right to “ choose the 
form of government under which they w ill live.” 
They wish to rid their country of British imperial­
ism which has “ forcibly deprived”  them of their 
“ sovereign rights and self-government.”

Churchill, co-signer of the Atlantic Charter, or­
dered his Indian Government’s measures for sup­
pressing this movement for freedom: shooting un­
armed demonstrators, restoring the flogging law, 
outlawing the Congress Party, ja iling its leaders, 
Gandhi, Nehru and hundreds of others. Roose­
velt, co-signer of the Atlantic Charter and author 
of “ the four freedoms everywhere in the world,”  
has acquiesced silently to this suppression.

The accusation has continually been made 
against H itler that he violates all his promises: 
after his aggression against Czechoslovakia he de­
clared that he desired no more European territory. 
Then he proceeded to invade and subjugate Po­
land, Denmark, Norway, Holland, Belgium, 
France, Yugoslavia and Greece. The accusation is 
correct. H itle r’s promises were broken as readily 
as they were given. His treaties arc just scraps 
of paper.

But whai of the promises and treaties of Roose­
velt and Churchill? The peoples of the world were 
assured that the word of these statesmen would 
be honored as a sacred oath; after all, were they 
not fighting Hitler, the double-dealer, the treaty- 
buster? W ith the fortunes o f war against them, 
the signers of the “ charter of freedom”  have thus 
far found it easy to evade the test of whether or 
not .they would make good their pledges for the 
people of occupied Europe.

But India is different. India is not in H itler’s 
hands, not in the M ikado’s hands. India is a B rit­
ish colony forcibly held under British control by 
British police and British troops. Here then is their 
golden opportunity to prove the sincerity of the 
Atlantic Charter. Yet the Indian cry for freedom 
is met by rebuffs, bullsts, jails and whipping posts. 
Is the Atlantic Charter in the same category with 
H itle r’s treaties —  just a scrap of paper?

Through their agents and spokesmen, the Stalin­
ists among them, Churchill and Roosevelt are as­
suring the peoples of China and of occupied Eu­

rope (not to speak of British and American mass­
es) that they have the best intentions towards In­
dia; the people are urged not to become cynical 
towards the Atlantic Charter even i f  the fighters 
for Indian freedom are handled in much the same 
way as the fighters for Polish, Czech, French or 
Dutch freedom. The war, they say, requires us to 
be very circumspect in our policy towards India. 
Should we grant India her independence, they con­
tinue, Japan waiting at the border w ill pounce 
upon India and make it very .d ifficu lt to apply 
the Charter not only in India but in the rest of 
the world as well.

I f  these were honest men, this argument would 
slick in their throats like a bone —  for it dem­
onstrates that all their pledges and promises are 
nothing but lies and hypocrisy. For the moment 
we ignore the fact, that long before Japan was 
poised at India's border —  for two hundred years! 
— the British imperialists were keeping India in 
bondage and weren’t  in the least inclined to grant 
her freedom. Now it is necessary —  according to 
the logic of the colonial bosses —  to forcibly, by 
mass slaughter if  necessary, chain the Indians to 
British domination so that they shall not fa ll vic­
tim to Japanese domination!

This line of reasoning is not an argument in 
the interests of freedom for which the Atlantic 
Charter presumes to speak. It is the coarse voice 
of imperialism. Ear from aiding in an effective 
resistance to Japanese invasion, the refusal to 
grant independence paves the way for Japanese 
victory. The experience of Burma, Singapore and 
Malaya mu.st be remembered. A British general 
in the Far East has admitted that the British 
slaves in Burma were “ 10% pro-British, 10% pro- 
Japanese, 80% pro-Burmese and therefore ind if­
ferent (to B rita in ’s war).”

A  Free India Can 
Defeat Japan

People must have a nation of their own before 
they become worried about its destruction, they 
must have independence before they w ill fight 
against a foreign invasion. The Indians have 
neither. And despite the Atlantic Charter, the B rit­
ish are determined that they shall have neither 
nation nor independence. The British prefer an 
India conquered by Japan to an India that is in­
dependent. In the first case, the colony may be re­
gained with a favorable turn of the war; in the 
second case, it is irretrievably lost together with 
all the super-profits wrung front 400,000,000 co­
lonial slaves.

Arthur Greenwood, British labor leader whose 
chief occupation since the war began was to sell 
Churchill to the British workers as an anti-fascist 
and anti-imperialist, is now compelled by the In­
dian masses to once again cover up his master. 
"The world does not expect,”  says this flunkey, 
“ that President Roosevelt’s Four Freedoms and the 
wide declarations contained in the Atlantic Charter 
can be implemented until wc begin to reap the 
fruits of victory.”

These promises are always made during war 
time to secure the support of oppressed masses 
and are then violated after the war when their 
support is no longer needed. The Indian masses 
have already passed through this experience in 
England’s last war t6 “ save the world for democ­
racy.”

There are undoubtedly many sincere and gul­
lible people in India who look to the America of 
Roosevelt and Hull, to the “ Four Freedoms” and 
the Atlantic Charter for inspiration and assistance. 
They w ill be sadly disillusioned. Yet the people 
of India can find inspiration and weapons in their 
fight for freedom in America — not in the war 
Roosevelt carries on today but in the Revolution­
ary War for Independence (likewise from the B rit­
ish Empire); not in the Atlantic Charter but in 
the Declaration of Independence.

1776 Showed The 
W ay For India

The revolutionary British colonies in America 
in 1776 sounded the tocsin for the masses of Eu­
rope and the world oppressed by absolute mon- 
archs and feudal tyrants; just so the revolution­
ary colonials in India in 1942 can sound the toc­
sin for the masses of all Asia and of all colonies 
everywhere against the imperialist capitalist ty ­
rants of today.

The Indians w ill find that in the First American 
Revolution there were not a few cowards, weak­
lings and even paid agents of the British monarchy 
who counselled the colonies to wait and not fight. 
Eater, they said, the British w ill have a change 
of heart and become more lenient. They were not 
averse to bending their knee and begging for a 
few crumbs from the master’s table. The Indians 
w ill find that the arguments of the British have 
not changed very much in all these years: then 
too the Americans were presumably “ not prepared 
for self-government.”

Bold, audacious men rejected the counsel of com­
promise and surrender. They set up their own 
independent government, the Continental Congress, 
and with far less men than India now has at its 
disposal, the Revolutionary Arm y drove the hired 
British mercenaries from American soil.

Revolutionists in India w ill spurn ‘The Atlan­
tic Charter as another scrap of paper. They w ill 
find far better inspirations and guidance in the 
Declaration of Independence, which asserted that:

"When a long train of abuses and inspirations, 
pursuing invariably the same object, evidence a 
design to reduce them under absolute despotism, 
it is their right, it is their duty, to throw o ff such 
a government, and to provide new Guards for their 
future security."

Army Paper Discusses 
Use Of Germs In War

s>

Only Problem of Effectiveness As War 
Weapon Interests Military Journal

B y G RACE C AR LSO N
In the 21 year period from the close of World War I to 

the beginning of World War II, professional pacifists were 
pleading'with the representatives of the armed forces of the 
various great powers to abandon chemical warfare and to pledge 
themselves never to use disease germs as weapons of war.

At the insistence of the pacifiists, the Limitations of Arma­
ments Conference in 1922 and the Disarmament Conference of
the League of Nations in  1932 de-i> 
voted considerable tim e and j 
though t to the question of bacte­
r ia l warfare. W h ile  the contro­
versy over th is  question was rag­
ing, Colonel Leon Fox of the U. S. 
A rm y  Medical Corps made a study 
of the use of bacteria in  warfare 
fo r  the U. S. m il ita ry  au thorities, 
the results o f which were publish­
ed in  1933 in  the A rm y  Medical 
Corps jo u rn a l, The M i l i t a r y  Sur­
geon. Because of the in te rest of 
the large, new contingent of A rm y 
m edical men in  the question, his 
a rtic le  has been reprin ted in  the 
May, 1942 issue of the same jo u r­
nal.

A  F R A N K  AP P R O A C H
E xpressing contem pt fo r  the 

fu t i le  e ffo r ts  o f the League of 
N a tions pac ifis ts  o f the T h irtie s , 
Colonel Fox w ro te  in  th is  artic le , 
“ We know how l i t t le  trea ties  p ro ­
tect, so we should study the ques­
tion  to  sec i f  the use o f b io logic 
weapons is  a rea l problem fo r  the 
m ilita ry  m inds o f the  fu tu re .”  
Weapons, whether biologic, chem­
ica l or mechanical, should no t be 
abandoned by the m ilita ry  forces 
on the ground th a t they in f l ic t  
cruel punishm ent, he argues, bu t 
on ly i f  they are in e ffec tive  o r i f  
be tte r weapons are devised.

Then th is  professional officer in  
Roosevelt’s arm y, w h ich  is alleged 
to be “ figh ting  aggression”  in  
every corner of the globe, pays 
th is  g low ing  tr ib u te  to w ar and 
conquest:

“ I t  takes more tliam the harp- 
ings of the m inds of yesterday to 
scotch the wheels of progress. I t  
may s ta rtle  many to ta lk  of w orld

Negro Leaders Hit 
FDR’s Transfer of 
FEPC to McNutt

Prominent Negro.-leaders b it­
terly protested last week against 

! Roosevelt’s recent action in 
I transferring the Fair Employ- 
i ment Practices Committee to the 
! jurisdiction of Manpower Com­
missioner Paul V. McNutt. The 
Committee, set up over a year 
ago to investigate d isc rim ina tion  
in  employment in  w ar industries, 
was fo rm e rly  responsible on ly  to 
Roosevelt.

Negroes, in c lud in g  A. P h ilip  
Randolph and NAACP Secretary 
W alte r W hite , complained tha t 
the change would place the Com­
m ittee at the mercy of an o ffic ia l 
in  whose federal departments dis­
c rim ina tio n  is already ram pant 
and would make i t  easy fo r  po ll- 
Jax congressmen, who contro l the 
purse s trings of M cN u tt’s depart­
ments. to ham string  o r starve the 
Committee in to  complete ine ffec t­
iveness o r ou t o f existence.

As p roof o f its  contention tha t 
trans fe r of the Committee was a 
reactionary step, the NAACP re ­
vealed th is  week th a t B u lle tin  
C-45 of the United States Em ploy­
ment. Service, which is also under 
M cN u tt’s ju r isd ic tio n , allows em­
ployers to ask fo r  “ w h ite  C hris­
tians o n ly ”  on job orders and to 
have th e ir  requests granted by the 
U. S. E. S.

progress in  connection w ith  im p le­
ments of warfare. However, i t  is 
nut believed tha t any fair-minded  
ind iv idua l can deny the place in  
wor ld  advancement that is due to 
the s p i r i t  of conquest. The peace­
fu l shepherd, content to w atch his 
flocks, has added l i t t le  to the 
w o rld ’s knowledge. The trade r 
and w a rr io r  have discovered and 
spread know ledge. . .  Development 
of weapons has always been fo r 
the purpose of using in te lligence 
to overcome mere physical force.”

Disease germs are not satisfac­
to ry  weapons o f w arfare, however, 
according to the rem arkab ly frank  
Colonel Fox, because one cannot 
in fect enemy arm ies w ith  deadly 
bacteria w ith o u t run n ing  great 
r is k  of having one’s own troops 
infected by the epidemic diseases 
thus started in  enemy camps.

F o r disease-producing bacteria 
show a complete d isregard  fo r  
na tion a lis tic  boundaries. H is to ry  
has produced hundreds o f in s t­
ances where epidemic diseases 
o rig in a tin g  in  one arm y —  cho l­
era, typhus fever, plague, sm a ll­
pox, in fluenza, etc. —  have ju m p ­
ed the b a ttle fie ld  and attacked 
the forces o f the opposing arm y.

S A N IT A R Y  P R E C A U T IO N S  
A R E  IN E F F E C T IV E

Some of the diseases, w h ich dec­
imated the arm ies in  past wars, 
no tab ly cholera, plague, smallpox 
and typhus fever, can now he held 
in  check by the use of vaccines 
and serums along w ith  the app li­
cation of sc ientific  san ita ry  pre­
cautions —  proper disposal of sew­
age, protection of the w ate r sup­
ply, inspection of food, etc.

However, i f  a v iru le n t epidemic 
o f even one of these diseases be­
gan, o r was started behind the 
enemy lines, no medical corps of­
ficer of the opposing arm y could 
feel confident tha t his troops 
would be spared, says Colonel 
Fox, because no one w ill guaran­
tee th a t san ita ry  procedures can 
he m ainta ined under the condi­
tions of modern warfare.

The use of the germs producing 
influenza, cerebrospinal m en in­
g itis , m alaria  or dysentery would 
he s t i l l  more dangerous weapons 
fo r an a rm y to loose upon Us 
enemy, because these diseases 
have been found even more d if f i­
cu lt to contro l, he m ainta ins. S tat­
istics from  pub lic  health sources 
show tha t these diseases are a l­
ready on the increase in  the war- 
to rn  countries of Europe, Asia 
and A frica .

As to (he question of dropping 
b illions  of destructive bacteria 
from  airplanes over the livestock 
and fields of enemy countries, Col­
onel Fox has th is  hard-headed, 
m atter-o f-fact rep ly :

“ These destructive  agents take 
several years to  advance over a 
la rge area and m ig h t prove an 
economic problem  years a fte r  the 
w ar has been com pleted; the re ­
fore, they v io la te  one o f the  fu n ­
dam ental ideas in  w a rfa re , since 
they would in te rfe re  w ith  the 
a b ility  o f the conquered nation 
to  pay fo r  the beating  they had 
received.”

A pparently  Colonel Fox —  who 
states in  a foreword to the May. 
1942 reprint, of h is a rtic le  that 
he did not feci the need to change

a single line  of the o rig in a l 1933 
a rtic le  —  has not been Impressed 
by the idea lis tic  phrases of Roos­
evelt, W allace and H u ll as to the 
com pletely unselfish in tentions of 
the United Stales toward the de­
feated nations in  the post-war 
world.
GERM  W A R F A R E  
IN  C H IN A

The Chinese Embassy in  Wash­
ing ton has charged the Japanese 
w ith  using disease germs -as wea­
pons against Chinese c iv ilia n s  on 
fou r d iffe re n t occasions du ring  
1940 and .1941. A n ed ito ria l in  
the August issue of The M i l i ta ry  
Surgeon reports these charges 
tha t Japanese planes scattered 
g ra in  impregnated w ith  bubonic 
plague-producing germs over C h i­
nese cities, as a resu lt of which 
three sm all epidemic of plague 
appeared in  cities, from  w h ich i t  
had been absent fo r many years.

The ch ie f com m ent o f the edi­
to r o f th is  o f f ic ia l arm y jo u rn a l 
was th a t the Japanese had 
achieved on ly  a very “ lim ite d  
success”  by these operations, and 
th a t they would probably have 
done more damage to  the Chinese 
i f  th e ir  planes had been loaded 
w ith  explosives, ra th e r than  bac- 
teria -laden gra in .

Im p e ria lis t wars w ill not be 
fought out 'on a hum an ita rian  
basis despite a ll the pleas of paci­
fists. As long as the cap ita lis t 
system continues to breed war, 
m il ita ry  au tho rities  w i l l  continue 
to u tiliz e  every weapon which 
w ill fo rw ard  the cause of th e ir 
pa rticu la r im p e ria lis t master, re­
gardless of the cruel su ffe ring  
which may he thus in flic te d  on 
m illio ns  o f people.

T ile  tr ia ls  and tr ib u la tio n s  of 
the masses, caught in  the convul­
sions of w o rld  cap ita lism  “ in  its  
death agony,”  W ill no t he ended 
by pacifist measures, wh ich a t­
tack the symptoms, and not the 
cause. O n ly  the determ ined 
struggle o f the w o r ld ’s workers, 
to replace th is  outworn system 
by the establishm ent of a system 
of in te rna tiona l socialism  can 
b ring  las ting  peace, freedom and 
plenty to the peoples of the earth.

Pioneer Issues 
New Pamphlet 
By Leon Trotsky
T H E IR  M O R A LS  A N D  OURS.

by Leon T ro tsky . P ioneer Pub­
lishers, New Y ork . 48 pages.
20 cents.
P ioneer Publishers have done 

another service to the revo lu tion - 
• a ry  movem ent by the pub lica tion  
in  pam phlet fo rm  o f Leon T r o t ­
sky ’s tw o  artic les  aimed against 
those ph ilis tines  who sought to 
in d ic t Bolshevism  on the grounds 
o f m o ra lity  on the eve o f the sec­
ond im p e ria lis t w o rld  w ar.

“ T h e ir M ora ls  and O urs”  was 
w r itte n  in  1938; th fi sequel, “ The 
M ora lis ts  and S y c o p h a n t s  
A g a in s t M arx ism ”  in  1939.

These tw o  a rtic les  present a 
revo lu tiona ry  M a rx is t analysis o f 
the problem s o f m o ra lity  as one 
o f the ideolog ica l func tions  o f 
the class s trugg le . They show 
w hat re a lly  underlies the c r it ic ­
ism o f those “ m o ra lis ts ”  who used 
the Moscow fram eups as a p re­
te x t to id e n tify  Lenin ism  w ith  
S ta lin ism , and to  condemn revo­
lu tio n a ry  M a r x i s m  on the 
grounds o f “ am ora lism .”

T h is  pam ph le t is indispensable 
fo r  the education o f re vo lu tion ­
ists, above a ll, the younger gen­
era tion  who w i l l  bear the b ru n t 
o f the im pending strugg les. I t  
is w e ll p rin ted  and ve ry  reason­
ab ly  priced.

TROTSKY MEMORIAL MEETING
Friday, August 21, at 8:30 P. M.

I R V I N G  P L A Z A  15th Sf and Irving PI

Speakers:

A L B E R T  G O L D M A N
Defendant and Defense Attorney in the Minneapolis Trials

J U L E S  G E L L E R
Chairman:

G E O R G E  G R A N T
O R G A N IZE R , LO C A L  N . Y.

For the Defense of fhe Soviet Union!
For Indian Independence!

Commemorating the Second Anniversary of the Death of the Great 
Revolutionary Leader at the hands of Stalin’s GPU

For Centuries 
Britain Has Ruled 
And Looted India
1 By H O W A R D  A L L E N  ■ "  ' . -JJ

The hideoits hypocrisy o f the “ dem ocra tic”  nations 
and the inhe rent barbarism  o f ca p ita lis t c iv iliz a tio n  
stands naked ly before our eyes when we look a t 
B r ita in ’s ro le  in  Ind ia .

P robab ly the m ost inc red ib ly  v u lg a r a tte m p t a t 
ra tio n a liza tio n  o f B r it is h  te r ro r  in  In d ia  came over 
the a ir  la s t week. “ Teddy Roosevelt’ ’ said one com­
m enta tor, “ to ld  the B r it is h  to ‘E ith e r ru le  Ind ia  o r get 
ou t.’ W ell, “ continued th is  m asterm ind exp la iner, “ the 
B r it is h  have decided to  ru le !”

“ The B r it is h  have decided to  ru le !”  W h a t a cozy 
p ic tu re  i t  m ust evoke in  the m inds o f an audience 
innocent o f any acquaintance w ith  Ind ian  h is to ry . Con­
s ider the p a tie n t B rito n , t r y in g  so doggedly to  b r in g  
c iv iliza tio n  to the u n g ra te fu l Ind ian ! “ A h , how  we 
have slaved,”  the  B r it is h  ru le rs  s igh  as the y  shoot 
down freedom -seeking Ind ians, “ to elevate these 
wretches and now th e y  repay our tender so lic itude 
w ith  a demand fo r  independence.”

The press and the rad io then go on to  exp la in  the 
shooting and beating and ja il in g  o f the Ind ians as a 
k ind  o f “ s t if fe n in g  o f the B r it is h  backbone.”  L e t us 
consider the facts, then, and w itness w hethe r the 
B r it is h  have ever spared the la th i o r the  bu lle t.

IS a “ G entlem en ”  W anted
Lest there be any doubt o f the  in ten tions  to  p lunder 

Ind ia  on the p a r t o f the m erchant-adventurers who 
organized the E as t Ind ia  Com pany in  the yea r 1600, 
they s tipu la ted  th a t they were “ n o t to em ploy any 
gentlem en in  any place o f charge.”  They also kep t 
th e ir  ships down to 499 tons, to  evade the  la w  th a t 
ships o f 500 tons and over required a chapla in !

The rea l h is to ry  o f B r it is h  dom ination  o f In d ia  
s ta rts , however, in  1757 when C live, agen t o f the  
B r it is h  c a p ita lis t defenders o f “ la w  and order,”  
“ sacred r ig h ts  o f p ro p e rty ,”  etc., engineered a revo lu ­
tion  aga inst the Subahdar Sura j-ad-dow la .

“ The servants o f the (E a s t In d ia ) Com pany,”  
w rite s  Lo rd  M acaulay in  his essay on C live, “ forced 
the natives to  buy dear and sell cheap...Every servant 
o f a B r it is h  fa c to r  was arm ed w ith  a ll the power 
o f his m aster and his m aste r was arm ed w ith  a ll the 
power o f the Company. Enorm ous fo rtunes were thus 
ra p id ly  accum ulated a t C a lcutta , w h ile  t h ir t y  m illio ns  
o f human beings were reduced to the la s t e x tre m ity  
o f wretchedness. They had been accustomed to  live  
under ty ra n n y , b u t never under ty ra n n y  lik e  th is .”  

A n  E ng lish  m erchant named W ill ia m  B o lts , w r i t in g  
in  1772, described the condition o f the Ind ian  weavers 
as th a t o f slaves. He to ld  how they were flogged  i f  
they refused to  s ign the labo r contracts, w h ich  fixed 
prices between 15% and 40% below m a rke t rates.

In  1770 the C a lcu tta  Council o f the Com pany re ­
corded th a t “ in  the fam ine  w h ich  has ensued, the 
m o rta lity , the beggary, exceed a ll descrip tion. Above 
one-th ird  o f the inhab itan ts  have perished in  the once 
p le n tifu l province o f Purneah.”

T h e ir collections o f revenue however, “ f e l l  less sho rt 
than they  supposed they w ou ld .”  A bo u t 10,000,000 
people died, according to  the o ff ic ia l estim ate.

The tre a tm e n t o f those Ind ians who protested 
aga inst the inhum an robbery th a t paved the w ay fo r  
the fam ine  is exem plified by the case o f the Sepoy 
m utineers in  1764:

24 o f the m utineers were selected. They were tied 
to  the f ro n t  o f cannons and blown away.

“ A G rea te r In  T h e ir  S tead ”
The poet Cowper, appalled by the ho rro rs  per­

petra ted on the Ind ians, asked:
“ H ast thou, though suckled a t f a i r  freedom ’s breast, 
E xported  slavery to  the conquered East?
Pulled down the ty ra n ts  In d ia  served w ith  dread, 
A nd  raised thyse lf, a g re a te r in  th e ir  stead?
Gone th ith e r, arm ed and hu ng ry , re tu rned  fu ll ,
Fed fro m  the rich es t veins o f the  M ogul,
A  despot b ig  w ith  power obtained by w ealth ,
A nd th a t obtained by rap ine and by stea lth?
W ith  A s ia tic  vices stored th y  m ind,
B u t le f t  th e ir  v irtu e s  and th in e  own behind?
And hav ing  trucked th y  soul, b ro ug h t home the fee 
To te m p t the poor to  sell h im se lf to  thee.”

Those phoney libe ra ls , who p ro tes t th a t  the  Ind ians 
should have th e ir  independence “ bu t th is  is an inop­
portune tim e ,”  should be rem inded th a t in  1857 there 
was no danger fro m  the Japanese, b u t when the 
Ind ians again attem pted to  ga in  th e ir  freedom , the y  
were reduced by cold steel and ho t lead.

“ Death was the  accepted punishm ent fo r  m u tin y ,”  
w ro te  M r. Dodwell in  the  Cam bridge S ho rt H is to ry  o f 
Ind ia . “ The b lo t on B r it is h  conduct does n o t lie  in  
the m il i ta r y  punishm ents w h ich  were exacted b u t in  
the conduct o f a num ber o f o ffice rs who took  a bloody 
revenge upon g u ilty  and innocent a like. Ind isc rim in a te  
executions had accompanied the suppression o f the 
m utin ies a t Benares and A llahabad. They he lp to  ex­
p la in  the  p itiless  s la ug h te r a t Cawnpore.”

“ E n jo ye d  A m a z in g ly ”
Y oung boys were sentenced to death. W omen and 

ch ild ren  were burned to  death in  the ip  v illages. 
E nglishm en boasted th a t they had spared no one and 
th a t “ peppering aw ay a t n igge rs ”  was a jo l ly  spo rt 
“ enjoyed am azing ly .”

A nd  to  prove th a t our m odern apolog ists fo r  
barbarism  have n o t invented a new line , we read in  
a h is to ry  book o f th a t tim e  (Holm es, H is to ry  o f the 
M u t in y ) : “ F o r th is  splendid assum ption o f a u th o r ity , 
Cooper (B r it is h  general in  charge o f the  s laugh te r) 
was assailed by the  hys te rica l cries o f ig n o ra n t 
hum an ita rians .”

Thus was the em ploym ent o f ba rba ric  means o f re ­
pression, in v o lv in g  mass to r tu re  and mass m urder, 
benn ign ly  po rtrayed  as a v ir tu e  o f the B r it is h . P ro tes t 
against the vengefu l savagery th a t was em ployed by 
the B r it is h  is considered s im p ly  to  be ig no ran t 
hum an ita rian ism . ,

I t  is th is  h is to ry  o f m urderous repression du ring  
three centuries th a t has called fo r th  the  la tes t 
s tru g g le  o f the Ind ians fo r  independence. Despite the 
slanders o f the venal mouth-pieces o f im peria lism , 
despite the m ost b ru ta l attacks, the Ind ian  s trugg le  
fo r  freedom  w i l l  continue because conditions there  
are the breeding ground o f revo lt.

In  fu tu re  a rtic les  we sha ll exam ine o ther aspects 
o f B r it is h  exp lo ita tio n  in  Ind ia .


