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Stalingrad and 
The Churchill -- 
Stalin Talks

By GEORGE C O LL IN S

A  m illio n  German troops are 
hurled a t S ta ling rad , but the c ity  
holds out. D ive bombers, tanks 
and a r t i l le ry  th ro w  thousands o f 
tons o f explosives a t the defens­
es, bu t the invaders ga in  on ly by 
inches. F o r every m ile  o f te r r ito ry  
gained, the Germans pay w ith  
thousands o f th e ir  best troops. 
W ith  deathless heroism the de­
fenders o f S ta ling rad  —  Red sol­
diers and armed w orkers —  are 
w r it in g  the s to ry  o f one o f the 
grea test ba ttles in to  the annals 
o f h is to ry .

B u t the fa te  o f the Volga c ity  
is no t decided only by the w o rk ­
ers defending i t  to  the la s t d itch 
w ith  bayonets and hand grenades. 
S ta ling rad  was undoubtedly un­
der discussion when C hurch ill 
and S ta lin  met in Moscow. The 
de ta ils  o f the K re m lin  ta lks  are 
s t i l l  suppressed, bu t in the in fo r­
m ation  released we can once 
again perceive the forces th a t 
are p r im a r ily  responsible fo r  the 
Soviet defeats.

C hurch ill to ld  the House of 
Commons th a t he had explained 
to S ta lin  the d iff ic u lt ie s  o f B r i t ­
ish m il ita ry  assistance to the So­
v ie t U n ion. S ta lin ’s p u b lic ity  ex­
pe rts  countered by o m itt in g  from  
the Soviet press sections o f 
C h u rc h ill’s exp lanation and re ­
leasing an insp ired s to ry  to the 
w o rld  th a t the A llie d  General 
S ta f f  was decid ing th e ir  general 
s tra te g y  w ith o u t consulting the 
Soviet m il ita ry  leaders and was 
n o t g iv in g  decisive consideration 
to  the  fa te  o f the Soviet m il ita ry  
fro n t.

L it t le  im ag ina tion  is needed to 
p u t oneself in  the place o f a Red 
A rm y  so ld ier re s tin g  fo r  a few  
m inutes fro m  the in fe rno  o f the 
S ta ling rad  ba ttle  to read the So­
v ie t press reports  o f S ta lin ’s con­
ference w ith  C hurch ill. W h a t do 
th e y  say to  h im ? “ I  have m et 
w ith  M r. C hurch ill, the man 
whom  I  urge you to re ly  upon 
fo r  m il ita ry  assistance and fo r  
m il i ta ry  operations th a t w ould 
cons titu te  a d iversion against the 
Germans. M r. C h u rch ill e xp la in ­
ed th a t he had m ore im p o rta n t 
business to a ttend to . You are 
alone.”

W h a t i? th is  o ther business 
th a t  so g re a tly  preoccupies the 
C hurch ills  to  the de trim en t o f 
the  Soviet Un ion? I t  is  the busi­
ness o f w ag ing  a w o rld  im p e ria l­
is t  w a r, the business o f preserv­
in g  the  E m pire  aga inst the m il­
lions  o f people i t  oppresses. In  
e ffec t, C h u rch ill’s ta lks  w ith  S ta­
l in  made i t  c lear th a t the basic 
in te rests  o f im peria lism  w e ie  n o t 
com patib le w ith  the preservation 
o f the Soviet U n ion, bu t th a t so 
long  as the Soviet resistance 
served A ng lo -A m erican  m il ita ry  
aim s, the Soviet U n ion  would be 
to le ra ted as a second-class a lly . 
■Stalin then to ld  the Soviet w o rk ­
ers and soldiers th a t his allies 
were no t ve ry  tru s tw o rth y , bu t 
they were his on ly  allies.

W ha t a despicable lie  and be­
tra y a l!  No wonder S ta lin  sup­
pressed C h u rc h ill’s d isgusting  
tr ib u te  to  h im . “ A  man o f mas­
sive and s trong  pe rsona lity . . . 
inexhaustib le  courage. . . b lun t in 
speech. . . a saving ser.se o f hu­
m or. . . a g re a t leader,”  etc., etc., 
ad nauseum. Yes indeed, S ta lin  
has been a “ massive”  support fo r  
C h u rch ill and Roosevelt aga inst 
the  revo lu tiona ry  w orkers o f the 
Soviet Un ion and the w orld .

I t  m ay be too la te  to  save S ta­
lin g ra d  fro m  the fa te  th a t over­
too k  Odessa, Sevastopol and 
Rostov. B u t i f  the Soviet w orkers 
recognize th is  be traya l by S ta lin  
and reverse the course o f the 
Soviet U n ion— re ly in g  no t upon 
C h u rch ill bu t upon the w orkers  o f 
E ng land aga inst C hurch ill and 
upon the Ind ian  masses aga inst 
the E m p ire ; n o t upon an an n ih i­
la tio n  o f G erm any bu t upon the 
German w orkers  aga inst H it le r
__ i f  the y  take the a ffa irs  o f the
Soviet U n ion  in to  th e ir  own 
hands, then no t on ly  can the So­
v ie t U n ion be saved bu t the whole 
trend  o f h is to ry  tu rned in a revo ­
lu tio n a ry  d irection.

N o t C hurch ill, bu t the Ind ian 
masses!

N b t a second Versa illes, bu t a 
German Soviet Republic!

N o t S ta lin , b u t revo lu tiona ry  
in te rna tiona lism !

F o r such a po licy, the defend­
ers o f S ta ling rad  and o f the 
whole Soviet U n ion  w i l l  no t f ig h t 
in  vain.

F.D.R. DECREES HIT AT LABOR
India's Struggle Grows 
Despite British Terror
Churchill Intends to 
Try Crushing India 
Into Submission

By F e lix  M o rro w

T h e  th re e  ou ts ta nd in g  
facts in  the In d ia  s itu a tio n  
th is  week a re :

1. In d ia ’ s s trugg le  fo r  
independence  is r is in g  to  
ever g rea te r he igh ts , it  is 
c lea r f ro m  several sources 
desp ite  the  to ta lita r ia n  
B r it is h  censorsh ip .

2. T he  Roosevelt ad­
m in is tra t io n  no  lo n g e r is 
confident that British repres­
sions can crush the mass move­
ment for independence, is now 
exerting pressure on London 
for reopening of negotiations 
with the Congress leaders, but 
is meeting refusal.

3. Private re b u ffs  to  proposals 
fro m  Washington were fo llo w e d  
by Church i l l 's  s ta tem ents to  
the House o f Commons, w h ich  , 
was designed p r im a r ily  fo r  A m e r­
ican consum ption, to  discourage 
as fa r  as p o s ib le  any fu r th e r  
proposals by W ashington.

“ T U R N IN G  IN T O  
A R E V O L U T IO N ”

A f te r  several weeks o f d ip lo ­
m atic  silence o r p e rfu n c to ry  ; 
comment, the in flu e n tia l news­
weekly, T im e, came out in  i t s 1 
September 14 issue w ith  the f la t  i 
assertion th a t In d ia ’s “ th ird  g re a t 
mass movem ent in  20 years was 
tu rn in g  in to  a revo lu tion  despite 
five weeks o f ru th less police | 
prosecution.”

T im e also stated th a t “ the plan 
to  crush G andhi’s threatened 
civil-disobedience cam paign by 
suppressing the N a tion a l Con­
gress p a rty  was a m onum ental 
fa ilu re .”  General W ave ll’s broad­
cast, ca llin g  In d ia ’s figh te rs  fo r  
i n d e p e ndence “ undiscip lined 
schoolboys and ig no ran t hoo li­
gans,”  was characterized by 
T im e as “ the slipshod arrogance 
o f the m il ita ry  m ind.”

The news com m entator, Samuel 
G ra fton , obviously on the basis 
o f d irec t in fo rm a tio n  from  Ind ia  
w h ich has no t been published, 
w rite s :

“ Popular F a llac ies: 1. T h a t a ll 
is now qu ie t in  Ind ia , the indepen­
dence movement having come to 
a ha lt, perhaps in answer to 
ed ito ria ls  in  A m erican news­
papers.

“ N o t true . The s to ry  o f the las t 
five weeks in  Ind ia  is the s to ry  
o f a c iv il disobedience cam paign 
becoming a v io len t revo lu tiona ry  
sw ing. The London News Chro­
nicle has le t the cat ou t o f the 
bag th a t ‘b ills  fo r  the  damage 
done in recent i-iots in  Ind ia  w i l l  
to ta l m illio ns  o f pounds.’ There 
are m a jo r s trikes. The Moslems, 
who never cared fo r  the H indus,

I have begun to  lik e  them much 
I more since the B r it is h  have been 

pushing th e ir  leaders around. 
P opu lar movements are pecu lia r 
th a t way. A n  Ind ia  w h ich could 
have found its  u n ity  by  f ig h tin g  
under its  own governm ent 
against the A x is , m ay be find ing 
its  u n ity  by f ig h tin g  under its  
own leaders aga inst B r ita in .”  
(N ew  Y o rk  Post, Sept. 11.)

C H U R C H IL L 'S  S T A T E M E N T  
D E N IE D  IN  IN D IA

V ir tu a lly  a ll p o litica l tenden­
cies in Ind ia  th is  week gave the 
lie  to C h urch ill and A m e ry ’s 
statem ents th a t the s itua tion  is 
qu ie ting  down.

The H indu  Mahasabha, in a 
s tatem ent on September 12, 
stated :

“ The in te rna l s itua tion  o f 
Ind ia  today is fa r  more serious 
than w ha t i t  is depicted to  be. 
The re ign  o f repression has ac­
centuated b itte rness and deepened 
a n ti-B r it is h  fee lings to  an extent 
unknown in  the h is to ry  o f the 
a d m in is tra tion  o f .-B ritish  Ind ia . 
L e t C h urch ill, a long w ith  some

Rules Out Indian
Freedom

W IN S T O N  C H U R C H IL L

representatives o f Am erica, Rus­
sia and China, v is it  Ind ia  and see 
th ings  fo r  h im se lf.”

Even the so-called “ lib e ra ls ”  
o f Ind ia , co llabora tors o f B r ita in , 
had to repud iate C h u rc h ill’s 
“ fac ts .”  One o f them , an a n ti- 
Congress Moslem, S ir  S ikahder 
H ya tkhan , on Sept. 10 to ld  news­
paperm en: “ The vast m a jo r ity  o f 
H indus sym path ize w ith  the 
Congress.”

A llah  Bakhsh, Moslem P rem ier 
o f Sind Province, in a press con­
ference Sept. 12, declared th a t 
the average Moslem outside J in - 
nah’s -Moslem League “ sym ­
pathizes w ith  the aim s o f the 
Congress.”  He repudiated C hur­
ch ill's  c la im  th a t the Moslems 
“ are any* less desirous o f seeing 
the B r it is h  go o r any less 
p a tr io t ic  than the H indus.”

T yp ica l o f much o f the non- 
Congress Ind ian  press statem ents

Washington Irked by 
Rejection of Plea to 
Reopen Negotiations
was th a t o f the Bom bay C hron­
icle w h ich said:

“ C h u rc h ill’s s ta tem ent is an 
am azing m isrepresentation. Ind ia , 
o f course, w i l l  no t be deceived 
by the sta tem ent and her destin­
ies are being shaped here and not 
by the B r it is h  P rem ie r’s u t te r ­
ances.”

These statem ents from  the 
Ind ian  bourgeoisie confirm  Tim e 
m agazine’s estim ate o f the g ro w ­
in g  revo lu tiona ry  development o f 
the s trugg le  in  Ind ia . O n ly these 
few  bourgeois statem ents have 
come th rough  fro m  Ind ia . W hat 
the w orkers and peasants are 
saying and doing is blacked out 
by the B r it is h  censorship.

B u t i t  is ex trem e ly s ign ifican t 
th a t the B r it is h  have made no 
cla im  th a t the g rea t wave of 
p o litica l s trikes in the factories 
has ended. In d ia ’s greatest en te r­
prise, the T a ta  Steel and Iro n  
W orks, whose 59,000 workm en 
w ent on s tr ik e  A ug us t 21, ap­
pears to be s t i l l  shut down.

The Roosevelt ad m in is tra tion  of 
course has in f in ite ly  superio r 
sources o f in fo rm a tio n  about the 
s trugg le  than the press, and 
W ash ing ton ’s chang ing a ttitu d e  
is the re fo re  extrem e ly  s ign ificant.

W hen the s trugg le  broke out, 
W ashington adopted the po licy- 
o f f u l l  support to  the B r it is h . 
T h is  was evidenced by the com­
p le te ly  p ro -B rit is h  a ttitu d e  o f 
the Am erican press and radio, 
which fo r  the f irs t  fo u r  weeks 
echoed every B r it is h  slander 
against In d ia ’s s tru g g lin g  masses. 
The B r it is h  au tho rities  set g rea t 
hopes by th is : they believed
A m erican h o s tility  to  the s tru g ­
gle would dishearten the Ind ian 
Congress leaders, who had long 
hoped fo r  Am erican support fo r  
th e ir  demands.

(Continued on page 4)

Rubber Production Held Up 
By Boss Greed For Profits

By H O W A R D  A L L E N

Something new has been 
added to the long list of scan­
dals involving industrial mono­
polies. The scandal in' rubber 
now joins the ranks of scandals 
involving black markets in 
steel; patents-pools between 
U. S., English and German 
alum inum , chemical, p las tic  and 
a llied  indus tries ; fa n ta s tic  p ro ­
fitee ring , etc.

The rubber reve la tions are 
p a r tic u la r ly  s ig n ifica n t since 
w ith o u t rubber the w a r machine 
w il l  be stohped, and c iv ilia n  li fe  
d isrupted.

A nd w ha t is the essence o f the 
scandal ? The essence is th is , th a t 
rubber could have been produced 
in  q u a n tity  b u t was no t produced 
because i t  would have in te rfe red  
w ith  the p ro fits  and in d u s tr ia l 
con tro l o f the petro leum  mono­
po ly. T h is  sabotage o f rubbe r 
production, i t  has been revealed, 
was perpetra ted by the mono­
polies th rou gh  the ad m in is tra “ 
t io n ’s Rubber Reserve C orpora­
tion  w ith  Jesse Jones in charge.

L a s t week’s re p o rt o f the 
I Baruch com m ittee7 revealed th a t 

the ad m in is tra tio n  was offe red 
the services o f Soviet engineers 
experienced in the successful p ro­
duction o f syn the tic  rubber. Th is 
o ffe r  was rejected because the 
method involves the use o f a g r i­
c u ltu ra l products instead o f 
petro leum .

The petro leum  in d u s try  saw a 
th re a t to  its  p ro fits  in the la rge 
scale production o f syn the tic  
rubber fro m  w heat, corn, b lack­
s trap  molasses o r o ther a g r i­
c u ltu ra l crops or by-products. 
Through th é ir  con tro l o f the v a ri-  

' ous do lla r-a -yea r boards estab­
lished by the a d m in is tra tion  they 
prevented th is  production.

The petro leum  in d u s try  is no

m ino r section o f A m erican capi­
ta lism . I t -  is contro lled by the 
M o rg a n -F irs t N a tiona l, the Rock­
e fe lle r, the D upont and the 
M ellon in te res t group ings. A c­
cord ing to  the June 1939 re p o rt 
o f the N a tiona l Resources Com­
m ittee, th is  financia l o liga rchy  
toge ther con tro lled assets o f 
more than 42 b illio n  do llars.

These pow erfu l sections o f the 
ca p ita lis t class w an t to  w in  the 
w a r— there is no question about 
tha t. B u t th e ir  greed fo r  p ro fits  
is so excessive th a t they can’t  
help in te r fe r in g  w ith  the prose­
cution o f th e ir  w ar.

Arnold's Aid 
Indicts WPB

The September 16 W orld  
Telegram  carries the fo llo w ­
ing- in te res tin g  story. I t  am p ly 
con firm s charges th a t the m o­
nopolies take advantage o f the 
w a r s itua tion  to increase th e ir 
coh tro l over a ll indus try .

“ W A S H IN G T O N , Sept. 16. 
— The in fluence o f b ig  indus­
t r ia l in te rests in W PB, irked 
a t his aggressive cham pion­
ship o f l i t t le  business in  d is­
tr ib u tio n  o f w a r contracts, 
was blamed today by Guy 
Holcomb fo r  his res ignation  
Saturday as ch ie f o f the Sm all 
Business Section o f the Jus­
tice D epartm ent’s a n ti- tru s t 
d ivision.

“ He charged th a t he had 
been blocked in ce rta in  quar­
ters o f W PB in t ry in g  to open 
up opportun ities  fo r  sm all 
business, m ost no tab ly  in  the 
case o f cold-cathode flu o re s ­
cent lig h t in g  concerns which 
compete w ith  General E lectric , 
W estinghouse and the Sylva- 
n ia  Corp., w h ich he called the 
‘B ig  Three ’.”

Anti-Labor Drive 
is Facilitated by 
Labor Heads, CP

Roosevelt’s assumption of 
decree powers, setting himself 
up as the “ Czar”  over wages, 
working conditions and rights 
of the workers, has been 
facilitated by the treacherous 
role of the top officials of the 
AFL and CIO.

The whole top officer clique 
of the AFL and CIO have not 
only supported Roosevelt’s so- 
called anti-inflation program, 
which is aimed p r im a r ily  aga inst 
the w o rke rs ’ l iv in g  standards, 
bu t have been c lam oring  fo r  th is  
program  to be enacted.

This support gave Roosevelt 
his p re te x t fo r  his decree ru le, 
which he claim ed was necessary 
in order to  “ p ro tec t”  labor.

H is f irs t  moves to  “ p ro tec t”  
labor were his decrees abolishing 
prem ium  pay and reg im en ting  
2,300,009 federa l w orkers. The 
labor leaders themselves were 
responsible fo r  these vicious 
a ttacks against the unions they 
were elected to defend.

Accord ing to the CIO News, 
a m eeting o f the CIO Executive 
Board the f irs t  week in Septem­
ber called fo r  the “ im m edia te 
enforcem ent o f a ll sections o f the 
seven-point program  and re ite ra t­
ed f la t  opposition to  any fo rm  
o f wage freez ing  o r the se tting  
up o f a W age Czar.”

NO PROTESTS FROM  
U N IO N  LE A D E R S

B u t when Roosevelt th is  week 
set h im se lf up as a “ C zar”  over 
wag'e standards by his decree 
abolish ing p rem ium  pay, no t one 
word o f p ro tes t was heard fro m  
P h ilip  M u rra y  o r any member o f 
the CIO Executive Board.

W illia m  Green had also stated 1 
repeatedly th a t the A F L  was op­
posed to  a wage “ Czar.”  B u t like  
his counterparts  in the CIO, he 
did no t oppose Roosevelt’s decree.

The un ion leaders were given 
w a rn ing  o f Roosevelt’s in te n tio n  
to  assume decree powers by his 
Labor D ay speech. B u t th is  
speech, inc lud ing  its  brazen 
th re a t to usurp absolute power 
fo r  the P resident, was greeted 
w ith  acclaim  by the top union 
o ffic ia ls . Im m ed ia te ly  a f te r  the  
speech, W illia m  Green sta ted:

“ The A F L  supports the P res i­
dent’s p rogram  to s tab ilize  the 
cost o f liv in g . . . We fee l con­
fident th a t the P resident’s p ro ­
gram  seeks to  p ro tec t fa rm ers  
and in d u s tr ia l w orkers.”

On Labor Day, M u rra y  said: 
“ I  am go ing to support you 
(Roosevelt) and the CIO is go ing 
to  stand by you r side, come w h a t 
m ay.”

W ha t came were Roosevelt’s 
a ttacks by decree aga inst basic 
dem ocratic r ig h ts  and liv in g  
standards o f the w orkers.

D IS G U S T IN G  S P E C T A C LE
The ro le o f the top  leaders of 

the, U A W -C IO  on the issue o f 
prem ium  pay provided one o f the 
m ost d isgusting  spectacles o f 
labor m isleadersh ip since the rise  
o f the CIO.

H a v ing  forced the surrender o f 
overtim e pay by the U A W , these 
o ffic ia ls  then demanded th a t 
Roosevelt enforce a s im ila r  wage 
cu t aga inst a ll the A m erican 
w orkers by  im posing the  abo li­
tion  o f p rem ium  pay un ive rsa lly .

Roosevelt w i l l in g ly  complied. 
Thus, these leaders, Thomas, 
Frankensteen, Reuther, a n d  
Addes openly p layd the p a r t o f 
governm enta l tools and po lice­
men aga inst the w orkers. P h ilip  
M u rra y , by his silence, gave ta c it  
support to  th is  sham eful po licy.

S T A L IN IS T S  
LO U D E S T LA C K E Y S

The subservience and s e rv ility  
o f the top union o ffic ia ls  is ou t­
s tripped on ly  by the S ta lin is ts .

Roosevelt’s Labor D ay speech 
th rea ten ing  to  assume a d ic ta ­
to r ’s powers was greeted in  the 
D a ily  W orke r w ith  acclaim . The 
September 13 issue stated: 
"R oosevelt’s action is a con­
tinu a tio n  o f his f ig h t  fo r  a Peo­
ple ’s Congress.”

Joseph C urran, lead ing  S ta lin ­
is t  trade union hack, in a s ta te ­
m ent issued in  the name o f the 
G reater New  Y o rk  CIO Council, 
said: “ I f  Congress does n o t act 
w ith in  the tim e  l im it ,  then i t  is  

(Continued on page 2)
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End P remium Pay;  

Federal Workers 
P ut U nder ' Czar'

B y Joseph A ndrew s

against the labor movement was 
shown by the an ti- la bo r character 
o f the three steps taken by his 
A d m in is tra tio n  in  the la s t week.

1. On September 9 Roosevelt 
decreed the abo lition  o f a ll 
prem ium  pay fo r  week-ends and 
holidays, thereby ab roga ting  a ll 
e x is ting  union con tracts p ro v id ­
in g  fo r  such ove rtim e pay.

2. On September 14 a P res i­
den tia l decree empowered Paul 
V. (H oosier H it le r )  M cN u tt, 
cha irm an o f the W ar M anpower 
Commission, to tra n s fe r fro m  
job  to job, to force in to  fac tories  
o r o ther w o rk , the 2,300,000 
federa l employes, w ith o u t th e ir  
consent. Th is decree is the f irs t  
step tow ard  the establishm ent o f 
in d u s tria l peonage in the U n ited  
States.

3. On the same day Roosevelt, 
th rough  h is Selective Service o f­
fic ia ls  ordered th a t w orkers in  the 
lum ber and non-ferrous m etals in 
dustries in  12 western states who 
leave th e ir  jobs w ith o u t pe rm its , 
w i l l  be reclassified and d ra fted  
in to  the .a rm y.

T h is  fo llow ed the September 7 
decree by M c N u tt freez ing  the 
w orkers in these industries  to 
th e ir  jobs, and is  designed to  
s treng then  and enforce M c N u tt ’s 
order.

W orkers  w i l l  now be forced to 
obta in  certifica tes o f separation, 
o r perm its , before leaving th e ir  
jobs in  these industries. T h is  is 
the beg inn ing o f the in te rna l 
passport system, which preva ils  
in  the Fascist countries.

L IM IT S  B A R G A IN IN G  R IG H TS
The decree abolish ing overtim e 

pay fo r  week-ends and holidays 
is in  a c tu a lity  a general wage- 
cut. T h is  is p a rt o f the ad­
m in is tra tio n ’s “ a n ti - in f la t io n ”  
po licy o f w h it t l in g  down the p u r­
chasing power o f the workers.

The im p lica tion  o f the overtim e 
decree goes beyond the fa c t th a t 
i t  is a blow' aga ins t liv in g  
standards.

The decree inva lida tes clauses 
in  e x is ting  union contracts, which 
provide double tim e  and tim e  and 
a h a lf pay fo r  week end and 
ho liday w ork, and a t the same 
tim e  places a rb itra ry  lim its  upon

His Decrees Hit Labor

P R E S ID E N T  R O O S E V E LT

the r ig h t  o f unions to  ba rga in  
w ith  the employers.

L IK E  S L A V E  LA B O R
The second decree, dealing w ith  

the reg im en ta tion  o f federa l 
w orkers under the W a r M an­
power Commission, has equally 
dangerous im p lica tions  fo r  the 
dem ocratic r ig h ts  o f labor.

B y  th is  decree the  lives and 
destinies o f 2,300,000 governm ent 
w orkers are placed in  the hands 
o f a “ Czar.”  They can be ordered 
to move fro m  one c ity  to another, 
to tra n s fe r fro m  one jo b  to  an­
other, to leave governm ent w o rk  
and go in to  a fa c to ry , by order 
o f the W a r M anpower Com­
m ission. Th is w i l l  be done w ith  or 
w ith o u t the consent o f the w o rke r 
involved. I t  is  a dup lica tion  o f 
the to ta lita r ia n  d ra ft  o f w orkers 
practised in the Fascis t countries. 
I t  means slave labor.

The app lica tion  o f th is  d rastic  
measure aga inst governm ent 
w orkers is on ly the f irs t  step in 
the reg im en ta tion  o f a ll w o rk ­
ers. When questioned by re p o rt­
ers, M c N u tt said th a t he would 
like  to see the governm ent take 
as com plete con tro l o f em ploy­
m ent in  p riva te  in d u s try  as i t  

(Continued on page 2)

How to Fight Rising Living Costs
Prices are shooting upw ard. In  the m onth  ending A ug us t 

15 food prices jum ped 1.2 per cent.
W h ile  th is  increase was being reg is tered, Congress was 

w o rk ing , in response to  Roosevelt’s Labor D ay speech on tw o  
b ills  to  con tro l wages and prices.

The method o f price con tro l w h ich the Congressional b ills  
propose is in re a lity  an a ttack  on the l iv in g  standards o f the 
wage w orkers and the fa rm ers . I f  the  P resident were to  in ­
augurate his decree laws, the a im s and resu lts  w ou ld  be exactly  
the same as those o f the tw o  Congressional b ills .

Prices can be contro lled, however, to  the bene fit o f  the 
w orkers and the d ir t  fa rm ers  by a p rogram  o f s trugg le . T h is  
p rogram  consists o f th ree  po in ts :
HO W  TO F IG H T  H IG H  PRICES

1. The r is in g  scale o f wages. E ve ry  increase in the cost 
o f liv in g  m ust be m et by an equal increase in  the w o rkers ’ w'ages.

2. The o rgan iza tion  o f com m ittees composed o f unions, d ir t  
fa rm e r organ izations, housewives and sm all storekeepers to  re g ­
u late and con tro l prices dem ocra tica lly . These com m ittees would 
have as th e ir  on ly  aim the im provem ent o f the l iv in g  standards 
o f the masses and would have absolutely no in te rest in  m a in ­
ta in in g  o r con tinu ing  the p ro fits  o f the ca p ita lis t class, the banks, 
the landlords, the ra ilroads and the m iddlemen.

3. W orke rs ’ con tro l o f production and exp rop ria tio n  o f the 
w ar industries, which now embrace a ll large-scale in d u s try  in ­
c lud ing food. C a p ita lis t ow nership o f in d u s try  resu lts  in  p lacing 
p ro fits  f i r s t  and the w e lfa re  o f the masses las t, in  c u tt in g  wages 
wherever possible, in  boosting prices, in  hidden p ro fits , in  waste 
and g ra ft .  W orke rs ’ con tro l o f production and exp rop ria tio n  o f 
the w ar industries cons titu te  a rea l step tow ard  planned p ro ­
duction and d is tr ib u tio n  th a t w i l l  low er the  costs o f production 
and d is tr ib u tio n  and raise the liv in g  standards o f the masses.

Congress Prepares 
To Give Roosevelt 
Power He Demands

SEPT. 16. —  Congress was 
busy this week working on leg­
islation to give President Roose­
velt the price-fixing authority 
he demanded in his Labor Day 
message. A t first there were a 
few grumbles, and the best pos­
sible face-saving devices are 
still being sought, but it was 
clear a t the beg inn ing  o f th is  
week th a t the m a jo r ity  o f Con­
gress was k n u ck lin g  down.

The b il l proposed in  the Sen­
ate gives Roosevelt the power “ to 
s tab ilize  prices, wages, salaries 
and o ther fac to rs  a ffe c tin g  the 
cost o f l iv in g ”  on the basis o f 
the A ug ust 15, 1942 levels; to 
f ix  fa rm  prices a t p a r ity ;  to  sus­
pend the opera tion o f laws which 
are “ inconsis tent”  w ith  his “ s ta ­
b iliz a tio n ”  p ro g ra m ; and to pre ; 
vent em ployers from  paying, and 

I w orkers .fro m  rece iv ing, wages 
I “ in con traven tion o f the regu la ­

tio n s ”  to  be prom ulgated by 
i Roosevelt.

The House b ill au thorizes 
. Roosevelt to f ix  m axim um  wages 
■t by decree, and to set fa rm  p r i-  
• ces a t p a r ity ;  i t  provides also fo r  

estab lish ing a new and some- 
I w ha t h igh e r p a rity .

I t  is too e a rly  to  say which 
! o f these tw o  b ills , o r w h a t com- 
, b ina tion  o f th e ir  fea tures, w ill 
, be f in a lly  adopted. B u t in  e ither 

case i t  a lready seems certa in  th a t 
Roosevlt w i l l  ge t w h a t he is a fte r  
by October 1.

The reactions o f Congress were 
s im ila r  to those o f the c a p ita lis t 
class as a whole, as re flected in  
the overw helm ing m a jo r ity  o f 
the c a p ita lis t press. T h e ir ap- 
px-oval o f Roosevelt’s m ain eco­
nomic objectives was complete 
and undisguised. They were also 
aware o f the s ign ificance o f 
his th re a t to  ru le  by decree. A s 
the N . Y . T im es said, “ I f  he can 
ca rry  out th is  th re a t on th is  oc­
casion. . . w hat con s titu tion a l bar­
r ie r would prevent h is us ing the 
same plea fo r  whatever o ther 
powers he wished to  exercise, fo r  
whatever o ther laws o f Congress 
he wished to  suspend?”

The T im es and the c a p ita lis t 
class know  the answer to  th a t 
question. B u t the y  are n o t ve ry  
w orried  by the assum ption o f de­
cree power, no r by the precedent 
i t  w ould set, because they  know  
th a t Roosevelt can be depended 
on to act in th e ir  in terests.

The c a p ita lis t class, press and 
po litic ians are no t fu l ly  un ited on 
th is  question —  they  seldom are 
on any question. The reactionary  
and iso la tio n is t press, po litic ians  
like  Senator T a ft,  have declared 
th e ir  opposition to  Roosevelt’s u l­
tim a tum . B u t th e ir  opposition 
has no th ing  in common w ith  la ­
bor’s in terests. They don’t  care 
i f  wages are frozen —  as a m a t­
te r o f fact, they wanted th a t done 
long ago. They are no t opposed 
to  decree-rule as such, they are 
m erely opposed to  Roosevelt do­
in g  the  decreeing.

La bo r’s in te rests  have found 
no defenders in e ith e r ca p ita lis t 
pa rty , ne ifhe r among the New 
Deal supporters nor the “ iso la­
tio n is ts .”  Labo r needs its  own 
pa rty , its  own independent p ro ­
gram , i f  i t  is to  successfully re ­
s is t a ttacks on its  r ig h ts  and 
standards.
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P re s id en t R ooseve lt th is  week fo llo w e d  up  h is  
L a b o r D ay th re a t to  assume d ic ta to r ia l pow ers by 
issu ing  tw o  execu tive  decrees d ire c te d  against the  
liv in g  standards and the  dem ocra tic  r ig h ts  o f  the  
w o rke rs .

T h a t R ooseve lt’ s a rro g a n t u lt im a tu m ! to  C on­
gress was p re p a ra to ry  to  a series o f  d ic ta to r ia l b lows

CRDC to Give 
Affair for 18 
Mpls. Defendants

The New Y o rk  Branch o f 
the C iv il R ights  Defense Com­
m ittee  w il l  sponsor a social 
th is  S atu rday evening, Sept. 
19 a t 116 U n iv e rs ity  Place.

A  ve ry  in te res tin g  program  
o f en te rta inm en t has been a r ­
ranged.

The CRDC is in charge o f 
the defense o f the eighteen So­
c ia lis t W orkers  P a rty  mem-' 
bers and CIO trade un ion is ts  
convicted las t fa l l  in the M in ­
neapolis “ Sed ition”  t r ia l .

T h is  is an ideal op p o rtu n ity  
fo r  our friends  and sym pa th iz­
ers to  lend fu r th e r  support to 
the CRDC’s f ig h t  and a t the 
same tim e  spend an enjoyable 
evening.
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Stalin’s Purges 
Directly Linked 
To Defeats

Basic Union Problems Remain 
Unanswered At UE Convention

By JO H N  G. W R IG H T
The best in fo rm ed  circles o f 

the A m erican c a p ita lis t class 
have no illus ions about the kind 
o f leadership S ta lin ’s reg im e has 
g iven to  the Red A rm y . T h is  is 
revealed by an in fo rm a tive  a r­
tic le  en titled  “ P o licy and S tra tegy 
in . the W ar in  Russia”  in  the 
cu rre n t issue o f the q u a rte rly  
F ore ign A ffa irs .

F rom  the content o f th is  a rtic le  
i t  is  c lear th a t the author, Who 
p re fe rs  to rem ain anonymous, is 
w e ll versed no t on ly  in  m il ita ry  
m a tte rs  bu t also w ith  the back­
ground o f the Red A rm y .

I t  is an irre fu ta b le  h is to rica l 
fa c t th a t the policies and s tra tegy 
o f the  Red A rm y  were o r ig in a lly  
shaped no t by S ta lin  o r the 
figurehead V oroshilov, bu t by 
T,ukhachevsky and G am arn ik  and 
the General S ta f f  under them . 
S ta lin  m urdered these men in the 
m onstrous purges which preceded 
the s ign ing  o f the pact w ith  H i t ­
le r. T h is  beheaded the Red A rm y . 
These men had modernized and 
mechanized the armed forces o f 
the Soviet U n ion. They con­
structed the fo rtif ic a tio n s  and 
prepared the plans o f defense.

The w r ite r  o f the a rtic le  in 
F ore ign A ffa irs  proceeds fro m  
th is  fa c t and states:

“ I t  is on ly now possible, in  the 
sp ring  o f 1942, to appreciate fu l ly  
the constructive  im ag ina tion  and 
the s tra teg ica l genius o f T ukha- 
chevsky and his fe llow  officers 
o f the General S ta ff, d ilu ted o r 
perverted as th e ir  plans have 
been in execution by lack o f 
equal im ag ina tion  on the p a rt of 
troopers like  M arsha l Budenny 
and o ther am ateur com m anders." 
(F o re ign  A ffa irs ,  Ju ly , 1942.)

The handpicked nonentities ap­
pointed by S ta lin  in  place o f 
Tukhachevsky and o ther m urde r­
ed generals did no t devise any 
plans o f th e ir  own. They m erely 
botched up and m isapplied the 
o rig in a l strategy' o f Tukhachev- 
sky and his colleagues.

The a rtic le  in F o re ign  A ffa irs  
asserts th a t S ta lin ’s h igh com­
mand com m itted one enormous 
b lunder a fte r  another. The de­
fend ing arm ies were never 
p ro pe rly  placed o r d is tr ibu te d . 
Am ong the disastrous m istakes 
com m itted was the concentration 
>f “ too g rea t masses o f troops 
>n .the. western f ro n t ie r  fa r  
beyond the S ta lin  line .”  In  ad­
d itio n  to  th is , key sectors which 
had. been o r ig in a lly  designated 
as cen tra l po in ts in  Tukhachev- 
sky ’s s tra te g y  o f defense were 
e ithe r inadequately defended o r 
surrendered in fa v o r o f m aking  a 
stand in positions unsuitab le  fo r  
th is  purpose.

F rom  his analysis o f m il ita ry  
operations th rou gh ou t the f irs t  
year o f the .war the w r ite r  o f the 
fo rego ing  a rtic le  concludes th a t:

“ The Russian arm ies employed 
to  h a lt the invader a fte r  he had 
broken th rough  the S ta lin  line  
did not operate according to  any 
s tra teg ica l plan. They never had 
the in it ia t iv e  and were defeated 
in separate un its .”

S ta lin ’s “ experts”  in th is  coun­
t r y  have thus fa r  n o t challenged 
th is  m il ita ry  analysis in one o f 
the m ost serious A m erican bour­
geois publications. They have 
s im p ly  ignored it.

Stalinists In Control/ Interested Only In Speedup and Curb 
On Militancy; Careyites Have F undamentally Same False Policy

CLEVELAND, Ohio, Sept. 
14. — The/ eighth national con­
vention of the United Electric­
al, Radio and Machine W ork­
ers of America, CIO, held in 
this city last week, presented 
a revealing picture of how the 
Stalinists betray the interests of 
the workers in the trade unions. 
The U E  is the la rge s t A m erican 
union under S ta lin is t dom ination, 
as w e ll as one o f the more im p o r­
ta n t organ izations in the C IO ; 
i t  c la im s a m em bership o f more 
than 400,000.

F o r the S ta lin is t machine in  the 
leadership o f the union, the con­
vention was on ly  a g a th e rin g  fo r  
the purpose o f fu r th e r  tra n s fo r­
m ing the U E  fro m  an o rgan iza­
tion  to p ro tect and advance the 
conditions and r ig h ts  o f the w o rk ­
ers, in to  an in s tru m en t o f the 
w a r machine.

There was l i t t le  ta lk  by the 
S ta lin is ts  o f res is ting  the attacks 
o f the bosses aga inst the w o rk ­
ers’ liv in g  standards: the  ch ie f 
theme they harped on was how 
the union could speed up the 
workers, curb m il ita n t  labo r ac­
t iv i t y  and thus aid the w a r m a­
chine. The S ta lin is t functiona ries  
did no t speak much about gains 
fo r  the w orkers  —  w h a t they ex­
ulted over was “ accom plish­
m ents”  such as the la rge  num ber 
o f jo in t  m anagem ent-labor speed­
up councils th a t they had m anag­
ed to create.

The convention its e lf  was rush ­
ed th rou gh  on the ground th a t 
the officers did no t w a n t “ to  keep 
production w o rkers  too long from  
th e ir jo b s ;”  the officers were 
elected on the second day o f the  
convention.

The usual S ta lin is t reso lu tions 
were adopted —  ra n g in g  fro m  the 
second f ro n t  question to  demands 
fo r  g rea te r union representation 
in the governm ent boards dom in­
ated by the m onopoly do lla r-a - 
year men to requests fo r  po litica l 
a c tiv ity  to  hefp support the  “ v in -  
the -w ar candidates*’ o f the capi­
ta lis t  parties.

CP R E A C T IO N  TO  F D R ’S 
T H R E A T  A N D  DEC REES

B u t the character o f the S ta ­
lin is t  polic ies can best he shown 
by th e ir  reactions to  th e  tw o  
m ost im p o rta n t na tiona l develop­
ments th a t took place d u rin g  the 
period o f the convention.

1. Roosevelt’s Labor D ay u l t i ­
m atum , which every po litica l 
g roup  realizes is aimed a t block­
in g  the demands o f the workers 
fo r  ach ieving wage increases to 
m eet rthe  r is in g  cost o f liv in g , 
was greeted by the S ta lin is ts  at 
•the convention —  w ith  complete 
approval and support. In  fact, 
the reso lu tion  they go t the con­
vention to  adopt called on the 
U E  members to go ou t and v ig ­
o rously  cam paign on beha lf o f 
the program s enunciated in the 
Labor D ay message.

2. In  the m iddle o f the con­
vention the 600 delegates heard 
o f Roosevelt’s decree abolish ing 
prem ium  pay fo r  week-end and 
ho liday w o rk  —  the b it te r  f r u i t  
o f the A F L  and CIO leaders’

“ sac rifice ”  po licy. Accord ing to 
the S ta lin is t o ffice r, James Ma- 
tles, th is  would “ h it  the U E  mem­
bers more seriously  than those o f 
gny o ther un ion.”

B u t instead o f proposing th a t 
the convention take a stand on 
the decree, the S ta lin is t leaders 
said they would aw a it the fu l l  
te x t o f the decree. Anyhow , they 
added, they doubted th a t the em­
ployers would bene fit financ ia lly  
by th is  decree, as possib ly the 
governm ent would take steps to 
recla im  it .  Th is was ev idently  
supposed to sa tis fy  the U E  mem­
bers who had received a wage 
cut.

M atles recalled th a t the U E  
officers had o ffe red la s t A p r i l to 
g ive up prem ium  pay i f  the m o­
ney “ saved”  was given to  the 
T reasu ry  D epartm ent, b u t th a t 
the em ployers had refused to con­
sent to th is  “ p a tr io t ic ”  o ffe r.

F rom  the beg inn ing o f the con­
vention to the end, the S ta lin ­
ists fo llow ed th is  po licy  o f shy- 
ng away fro m  a ll discussion o f 
measures to pro tect the in terests 
o f the members. They were con­
cerned on ly  w ith  p u ttin g  across 
th e ir  w a r line  and showing 
Roosevelt how e ffe c tive ly  they 
could keep the w orkers in line.

T H E  C A R E Y  GROUP
W hile  the S ta lin is ts , th rough  

the a c tiv itie s  o f th e ir  la rge  m a­
chine in the U E  o rgan iz ing  s ta ff,  
had a m a jo r ity  o f delegates sup­
p o rtin g  them, they by no means 
had a ll the delegates’ support. 
There was on ly one decisive tes t 
vote in  the convention, and i t  
was apparent fro m  th is  th a t a l­
m ost one-th ird  o f the convention 
was u n w illin g  to  go along w ith  
the  S ta lin is t leadership.

B u t u n fo rtu n a te ly  there  was no 
s trong  organized progressive 
g roup  to g ive leadership to th is  
opposition, and the leadership 
was seized by James Carey, fo r ­
m er president o f the  U E  and 
now secre ta ry o f the CIO. Carey’s 
d iffe rences w ith  the S ta lin is ts  
are no t a t a ll fundam enta l —  he

FDR Abolishes Premium Pay; 
Govt. Workers Under 'Czar'

(Continued from  page 1) 
has now assumed fo r  federa l em­
ployes.

REASO N FOR DEC REES
I t  is  obvious fro m  these two 

decrees th a t the cen tra liza tion  o f 
a u th o r ity  and d ic ta to r ia l ru le  is 
aimed p r im a r ily  a t destroy ing the 
gains and ta k in g  aw ay the r ig h ts  
o f labor.

The m onopolists, whom Roose­
v e lt represents, faced w ith  a long 
w a r w h ich w il l  cost hundreds o f 
b illions o f do lla rs, p lan to  unload 
the trem endous burden o f th e ir  
w a r fo r  p ro f i t  on the backs o f 
the w ork ing-c lass. To do th is , the 
shams o f democracy are being 
cast aside and replaced by d ic ta ­
to r ia l ru le  by decree.

To c a rry  on th e ir  w a r the 
cap ita lis ts  m ust d rive  down the 
liv in g  standards o f the workers. 
T h is  is as tru e  in  the U n ited  
S tates as i t  is  in  Germ any. As 
the costs o f the w a r p ile  up, as 
the com plications and d ifficu ltie s  
o f the chaotic system o f p riva te  
p ro fit in te rfe re  w ith  the  w ar 
e ffo r t ,  the  b ig  m onopolists take 
Charge o f the governm ent th rough  
the concentration o f iro n  con tro l 
in  the hands o f the executive. 
T h is  con tro l is  used to  prosecute 
the  w a r in  the  exclusive in te res t 
o f the W a ll S treet monopolists, 
to  w ipe out sm all business, and 
to  smash the liv in g  standards o f 
the w orkers and poor fa rm ers.

D A N G E R O U S  P R E C E D E N T
Roosevelt’s La bo r D ay speech, 

and his rap id  f ire  decree against 
labo r a week la te r, are w arn ings

to  the union movement. I f  ru le  
by decree can be imposed on the 
w orkers, none o f th e ir  hard-won 
gains are secure. I f  the  steps 
proposed can be carried  th rough  
successfully, new and even m ore 
d rastic  measures w i l l  fo llo w .

I f  Roosevelt can w ipe out 
prem ium  pay by decree, he m ay 
ve ry  w e ll ne x t decree fu r th e r  
wage cuts by c u ttin g  ou t a l l over­
tim e  pay. I f  allowed ¡to continue 
his concentra tion o f power, he 
can destroy the 40 hom- week, 
the W agner A c t, and a ll p rogres­
sive la bo r leg is la tion .

I f  the union m ovem ent bows 
to  ru le  by decree, the labo r move­
m ent w i l l  Ire threatened w ith  in ­
creasing governm ent reg im en ta ­
tion  and con tro l. Should Roose­
v e lt succeed in  ta k in g  the power 
to  ru le  on a ll questions o f wages, 
hours o f w ork, and w o rk in g  con­
d itions, the unions w ill be render­
ed im poten t. I t  would mean the 
reduction o f the unions from  
progressive ins trum en ts  to  p ro ­
tec t the w ork ingclass in to  mere 
appendages o f the governm ent 
apparatus.

I t  is necessary th a t Roosevelt’s 
s w if t  moves tow a rd  d ic ta to rsh ip  
be exposed and explained. The 
w o rkers ’ organ izations m ust g ird  
themselves fo r  a f ig h t  to  defend 
th e ir  dem ocratic r ig h ts  and th e ir  
l iv in g  conditions. Roosevelt, by 
his a rb it ra ry  actions, has served 
notice th a t to ta lita r ia n  reg im en­
ta tio n  aw aits  the  A m erican w o rk ­
ers; the f ig h t fo r  dem ocratic 
r ig h ts  today is on the home 
fro n t.

Anti-Labor Drive 
Is Facilitated by 
Labor Heads, CP

(Continued fro m  page 1)

p la in ly  necessary fo r  the P res i­
dent to act.”

Now th a t Roosevelt has acted, 
the S ta lin is ts  who fa iled  to  w arn 
o f the an ti- la b o r m eaning o f 
Roosevelt’s im pending ra le  by 
decree, have rem ained his m ost 
subservient supporters. H is  order 
reg im en ting  federa l governm ent 
w orkers, which d ire c tly  a ffec ts  
the CIO U n ited  Federal W orkers, 
in S ta lin is t con tro l, has no t been 
answered by a single w ord  o f 
p ro test by the S ta lin is ts .

On the con tra ry , these cynical 
tools q f  the bureaucra tic  S ta lin  
reg im e in the USSR are the m ost 
vociferous defenders in  th is  coun­
t r y  o f Roosevelt’s »n ti-labo r 
acts.

B E T R A Y  T H E IR  CLASS
The CIO  and A F L  leadership 

and th e ir  S ta lin is t flunkeys  have, 
by th e ir  a lliance w ith  Roosevelt, 
f la g ra n tly  v io la ted the basic in ­
terests o f the w orkers. They have 
moved the un ion m ovem ent an­
o ther long  step tow ards govern­
m enta l dom ination.

Roosevelt, who acts in  the in ­
terests o f B ig  Business, has acted 
aga inst labo r to  streng then the 
cap ita lis ts  and th e ir  w a r fo r  
p ro fit. T h is  was to  be expected.

B u t the  un ion o ffic ia ls  have 
betrayed the class the y  sup­
posedly represent. T h e ir suppo rt 
and acceptance o f Roosevelt’s 
s lashing anti-dem ocra tic  and an ti- 
labo r acts have widened the gap 
between themselves and the in ­
terests o f the 11 m illio n  w orkers 
in the A F L  and CIO.

A s Roosevelt’s decrees impose 
more and m ore burdens upon the 
backs o f the w orkers, the 
m il ita n t  m em bership o f the A F L  
and CIO  m ust f ig h t fo r  a new 
leadership and a new program  to 
w in  back the independence o f the 
unions, and to  f ig h t in  defense 
o f th e ir  dem ocratic r ig h ts  and 
economic conditions.
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agrees w ith  a ll th e ir  basic p o li­
cies. H is ch ie f d iffe rence w ith  
them is over who should lead the 
union —  his proposal is th a t he 
and his sm all group do i t  instead 
o f the S ta lin is ts .

Consequently, the disputes he 
had w ith  them  a t the convention 
were no t over questions o f union 
p rin c ip le  —  but over m in o r is­
sues, which ignored the needs o f 
the members o r confused and 
disoriented the  delegates and thus 
made i t  easy fo r  the S ta lin is ts  
to get a m a jo r ity .

The tes t vote came over the 
second f ro n t  resolutions. Carey 
is as a rd en t a supporte r o f the. 
w a r as the S ta lin is ts ; he argued 
the question fro m  the po in t o f 
v iew  o f the “ a d v is a b ility ”  and 
“ tim e liness”  o f ca llin g  fo r  a sec­
ond f ro n t  a t th is  tim e  —  a fte r  
a ll, he said, i t ’s a question fo r  
the m il ita ry  au tho rities , and it  
should be decided by them , etc.

Seeking to d is tingu ish  h im se lf 
from  the S ta lin is ts , Carey also 
supported a red -ba iting  reso lu ­
tion  to p ro h ib it Com m unists from  
ho ld ing o ffice  in, the union, and 
another m otion  g iv in g  the local 
unions the a u th o r ity  to  decide 
th is  question fo r  themselves. H is 
defense o f “ au tonom y”  sounded 
tike a po ll-ta x  Congressman’s de­
fense o f s ta te ’s r ig h ts .

A  s ig n if ic a n t s ta tem ent he 
made —  considering the fa c t th a t 
¡he is one o f the tw o  members 
o f the recently  established CIO 
com m ittee to f ig h t  rac ia l d is c r i­
m ination  —  was th a t w h ile  he 
h im se lf opposed N egro d isc rim i­
na tion , he was opposed to  dis­
c ip lin in g  a local th a t insisted on 
p ra c tic in g  i t ;  the c lear im p lica ­
tio n  was th a t a local had the 
r ig h t  to practice J im  Crowism  i f  
i t  wished.

N E E D  M IL IT A N T  PROGRAM 
A N D  N E W  L E A D E R S H IP

One consequence o f a ll th is  was 
the dem ora liza tion  o f m any dele­
gates who were look ing  fo r  a 
m ilita n t p rogram  to  defend th e ir  
r ig h ts  in the p lan ts and against 
governm ent a ttacks. They fe lt  
they had no th ing  to  choose from  
as between the reac tiona ry  S ta ­
lin is ts  on the one hand and the 
rea c tion a ry  Careyites on the 
other.

And they  were r ig h t.  The con­
vention showed th a t the crim es 
o f the S ta lin is ts  w i l l  no t be cor­
rected by a clique group th a t has 
the same fundam enta l program  
as the S ta lin is ts . W ha t is re q u ir­
ed in  the U E  today is a th ird  
group —  a group w hich w i l l  re ­
je c t the S ta lin is t-C a rey ite  po licy 
o f re trea ts  in the face o f a g row ­
in g  offensive by the bosses, and 
w i l l  seek to bu ild  the union by 
f ig h t in g  to  im prove conditions 
and to  take the leadership o f the 
U E  out o f the hands o f the S ta­
lin is ts , who are concerned only 
w ith  p ro te c ting  the in te rests o f 
¡the S ta lin is t bureaucracy in  the 
S oviet U n ion.

DuPontConspiracy 
Restricted Output 
Of War Material

How Ihree of the largest 
chemical concerns in the world 
combined to extort super-prof­
its through a monopoly in the 
production and sale of a vital 
war material was revealed by 
the anti-trust division of the 
Department of Justice in an in­
dictment presented against the 
American participants in the 
conspiracy on September 10.

The ind ic tm ent stated th a t the 
p lastic  products subject to  the 
agreem ent are “ among the most 
im p o rtan t p lastic  m ateria ls , have 
a wide in d u s tr ia l app lica tion  and 
are used fo r  such th ings  as trans­
parent bomber noses, cockp it en­
closures and gun tu rre ts  ol' a ll 
m ilita ry  planes m anufactured in 
the U n ited States.”

The pact was arranged be­
tween chemical concerns in the 
U n ited  States, Germ any and 
G reat B r ita in . The U. S. f irm s  
were duPont and Rohm and Haas 
o f P h ilade lph ia ; the German 
f irm s  were the g ia n t chemical 
tru s t, I. G. F arben industrie , and 
Rohm and Haas o f D orm stad t; 
the B r it is h  E m pire  was repre­
sented by Im p e ria l Chemicals In ­
dustries, a concern em ploying 
70,000 people.

The tr i-p o w e r pact was entered 
in to  in October 1934. A l l  the p a r­
tic ipan ts  agreed to  re fra in  from  
sending acry lic  products (fro m  
which the transp are n t p las tic  is 
m anufactured) in to  the U n ited  
States w h ile  the Am erican f irm s  
agreed no t to  export. S im ila r 
m onopoly m arke ts were recog­
nized fo r  each o f the concerns 
ta k in g  p a rt in  the agreem ent.

“ E X O R B IT A N T ”  PRICES
The concerns agreed to f ix  

“ exo rb ita n t,”  “ un ifo rm  ' and a r ­
b it ra ry ”  prices in  a ll the w orld  
m arkets. P atent r ig h ts  were ex­
changed.

F o llow ing  the outbreak o f the 
w a r in  1939, the B r it is h  f irm  
asked duPont to  supp ly the plas­
tic  p roducts to ce rta in  m arkets 
in the B r it is h  E m pire , w h ile  the 
German concerns, asked Rohm 
and Haas (U .S .) to  supp ly th e ir  
South Am erican customers.

In  spite o f the w a r, the agree­
ments between the U . S. and 
B r it is h  concerns to exchange 
patents, d ivide m arkets and f ix  
prices, are s t i l l  in  e ffec t.

Upon the request o f the Sec­
re ta ries  o f W ar and N avy , the 
D epartm ent o f Justice has agreed 
th a t the case should not go to 
t r ia l u n til a fte r  the war.

Thus fo r  these monopolies the 
w ar is and w ill continue to be an 
unhampered op p o rtu n ity  to  reap 
a rich  harvest in  p ro fits .

W ar need, o r no w a r need, the 
monopolies live  up to  th e ir  p r in ­
cip le o f “ P ro fits  f i r s t  and a l­
ways.”

Govt. 'Cracks Down' On 
Farmer-Not On Bosses

B v LA R IS S A  R EED
DETRO IT, Mich. —  Who 

can doubt the ab ility  of the 
Roosevelt administration lo 
crack down upon hoarders and 
speculators, after its grand ex­
ploit near Detroit last week 
when its agents swooped down 
upon Farmer Benjamin and 
captured his junkpile? “ A 
mighty republic cracks down on 
one recalcitrant and seizes his 
ju n k  to help save 130 m illio n  : 
people,”  blared the D e tro it Free 
Press. “ T h is  was h is to ry  in the 
m ak ing  —  the Governm ent o f a  
hard-pressed people m oving m a­
je s tic a lly  aga inst a c itizen who 
would no t do his share to beat 
the common foe.”

F ive  passenger cars w ith  gov­
ernm ent representatives bearing 
requ is ition  orders and members 
o f the press armed w ith  p len ty  
o f cameras were fo llow ed by 
trucks  and crews eager to sa lv­
age the scrap. They ro lled in to  
the fa rm ya rd  and go t busy. The 
net haul is an abundance o f col­
o r fu l p ictures o f the fa rm e r and 
his ju n k p ile  fo r  the f ro n t  pages 
o f the local papers —  plus 50 
tons o f junk .

W hile  governm ent sleuths have 
succeeded in  loca ting  and c a p tu r­
ing  these 50 tons o f ju n k , accord­
in g  to  U . S. News, the W ar P ro ­
duction Board is “ unable to  trace ”  
12,000,000 tons .of steel a year 
(m ore than E ng land ’s to ta l an­
nual p roduc tion ). I t  is  tru e  th a t 
M r. H ig g in s  o f the  H igg ins  sh ip­
bu ild ing  corpora tion  o f New O r­
leans has spilled the beans about 
warehouses a ll over' the coun try  
“ b u lg in g ”  w ith  hoarded steel, 
which he said are -very easily 
obtainable a t prem ium  or boot­
leg m arke t prices.

I t  is  also tru e  th a t the b ig  cor­
porations a re  hoard ing trem en­
dous quan tities  o f steel, and steel 
producers and dealers are g e t­
t in g  p rem ium  prices —  or else! 
W hat does i t  m a tte r  to  them  i f  
sh ipyards and p lan ts have to 
close down fo r  w an t o f steel ? 
Everyone knows th a t p ro fits  
come f i r s t  w ith  the bosses.

The l i t t le  fa rm e r near D e tro it 
though t th a t he had the same 
priv ileges  as the b ig  boys and 
could hold ou t fo r  a h igher price. 
B u t he did no t reckon w ith  the 
pe ne tra ting  eye o f the U n ited  
States governm ent, w h ich moved 
in m a jes tica lly  and forced him  
to surrender his scrap fo r  the 
req u is ition  price  o f $12 a ton.

Can we now expect the gov­
ernm ent to  move, m a jes tica lly  or 
otherw ise, in the d irection  o f the 
m illio ns  o f tons o f steel bu lg ing  
ou t o f the warehouses a l l  over 
the country? L e t us take a peek 
in to  the “ inside s to ry  o f how 
Donald Nelson and W PB moguls
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blocked the Justice D epartm ent 
from  cleaning up the B lack Steel 
bootleg m arke t,”  revealed by 
D rew  Pearson in his Sept. 6 col­
umn.

Last sp rin g  Thurm an A rn o ld ’s 
A n t i-T ru s t D iv is ion  o f the Jus­
tice D epartm ent was g e ttin g  set 
to investiga te  the hoard ings o f 
“ certa in  b ig  companies which 
had dom inated the steel m arke t 
fo r  years.”  The Justice D epa rt­
m ent was convinced th a t i f  a ll 
th is  steel could be go t ou t o f 
h id in g  and d is tribu te d  to  w a r in ­
dustries, the na tion  would have 
p le n ty  o f steel.

Thurm an A rn o ld  planned to 
to make a surp rise  check-up one 
m orn ing  o f a ll the- steel on hand 
in every im p o rtan t steel company 
in  the country . The plan was p re ­
pared in  secret so th a t no word 
would leak out to the steel com­
panies. B u t when Donald Nelson 
heard about the plan, he "o b je c t­
ed v igorous ly ,”  decla ring th a t 
such an inven to ry  would have a 
“ d isqu ie ting  e ffec t upon indus­
tr ies  opera ting  under the w ar e f­
fo r t . ”  So the surp rise  inven to ry  
was called o ff.

W h ile  P resident Roosevelt a t  a 
recent press conference declared 
•that persons who sold steel in  
bootleg m arke ts should go to ja il,  
“ a back-stage debate has been 
go ing on between the Justice De­
pa rtm e n t and Leon Henderson’s 
OPA, as to w hether c rim ina l 
charges should be lodged against 
b ig  steel hoarders and law  v io la ­
to rs .”

Justice D epartm ent o ffic ia ls  
have concluded th e ir  duties by 
hand ing out a “ con fide n tia l”  re ­
po rt. They say: “ The rea l ev il 
which created the  en tire  m isap­
p lica tio n  o f steel was the method 
used by W P B  and o ther govern­
m enta l agencies. A ny proceedings 
consequently would involve im ­
p o rta n t governm ent o ffic ia ls . . . 
Inve s tiga tio n  would unquestion­
ab ly invo lve  negligence and m a l­
ad m in is tra tion  on the p a rt o f high 
o ffic ia ls  o f W P B .”

U nder those circum stances, i t  
is easy to see th a t there w i l l  be 
no serious investiga tions, which 
would im p lica te  not on ly mono­
p o lis t steel hoarders, bu t then- 
servants in  the governm ent as 
w e ll.

The b ig  steel cap ita lis ts  s t i l l  
hoard th e ir  steel and sell i t  on ly  
a t speculative prices. B u t, un like  
F a rm er Ben jam in, the ju n k  
hoarder c f  M ich igan, they do not 
ge t th e ir  p ic tu res  in the f ro n t  
pages o f newspapers. They con­
duct th e ir  operations ir i p riva te , 
w h ile  a ll the p u b lic ity  and pen­
a lties  are reserved fo r  such co l­
ossal c rim ina ls  as the M ich igan  
fa rm e r hoard ing  his ju nkp ile .

M o ra l: I f  you’re go ing to hoard 
steel, don’t  hoard a l i t t le ;  hoard 
a lo t.

A rtic les On In d ia  
Feature Latest 
Issue O f 'F . I . '

F o u r artic les  on In d ia ’s f ig h t  
fo r  freedom  fea tu re  the Septem­
ber issue o f the m on th ly  maga­
zine, F ou rth  In te rn a tion a l, which 
appeared la s t week. Two o f these 
a rtic les  discuss im p o rtan t aspects 
o f the present Ind ian  s trugg le  
which have been d is to rted  in the 
press o r concealed by B r it is h  
censorship; the o ther tw o analyze 
the stand on Ind ia  taken by v a r i­
ous organ izations in  th is  coun­
try .

The grea test obstacle to  the 
m ob iliza tion  o f support by A m e r­
ican w orkers fo r  the Ind ian  
s trugg le  is the m isconception —  
fostered by the Am erican and 
B r it is h  press —  th a t C ripps ac­
tu a lly  o ffe red the Ind ian  people 
genuine independence a f te r  the 
w a r and a la rge  degre o f se lf- 
ru le  u n til then. F e lix  M o rro w ’s 
a rtic le , The T ru th  A bou t the 
C ripps M ission, e ffe c tive ly  d is ­
poses o f th is  lie  by an analysis 
which lays bare the fac ts  about 
the C ripps m ission th a t have 
never before been revealed in 
th e ir  en tire ty .

E very w orker who reads th is  
a rtic le  w i l l  be convinced th a t 
C ripps offe red the Ind ians no th ­
ing  bu t a con tinuation  o f the 
sta tus quo d u rin g  the w a r— w ith  
the B r it is h  V iceroy to  rem ain in  
complete charge o f Ind ian  p o li­
cy— and tha t his post-w ar inde­
pendence plan was a fraud , which 
would have, le f t  Ind ia  under the 
con tro l o f B r it is h  im peria lism .

P O L IT IC A L  S T R IK E S
The e d ito r ia l comment, The 

W o rk in g  Class o f Ind ia , discuss­
es the s ign ificance o f the news 
recen tly  received here o f a wave 
o f p o lit ic a l s trikes  in vo lv in g  In ­
d ia ’s fa c to ry  w orkers, and ex­
pla ins the im portance o f the In ­
dian w o rke rs ’ ro le  in the s tru g ­
gle fo r  independence.

A m erican Labor on Ind ia  s u r­
veys the reactions o f various 
w orkers ’ organ izations in the 
U n ited  S ta tes: The U A W -C IO  
convention reso lu tion ; the New 
Y o rk  S tate A F L  convention reso­

lu tio n ; the  stand o f the leaders 
o f the Negro M arch-on-W ashing- 
ton m ovem ent; the Social-Dem o­
c ra tic  Federation sta tem ent; the 
a ttitu d e  of N orm an Thom as’ So­
c ia lis t P a rty ; and the Com m unist 
P a rty .

A  separate a rtic le , P e tty -B o u r­
geois Radicalism  On the S trugg le  
In  Ind ia , analyzes the cow ard ly  
fa ilu re  o f the Shachtman group 
to take a c lear stand on the pres­
ent Ind ian  s trugg le  under the 
.Gandhi leadership, and re lates 
th e ir  present stand to  th e ir  re ­
fusa l to  support the USSR and 
China in  the w ar.

O ther a rtic les  in the Septem­
b e r issue are :

The A u to  W orke rs : A  Step
F orw ard , in  w h ich E. R. F rank  
expla ins the con trad ic tions fac ing 
m ilita n t delegates to the recent 
U A W -C IO  convention, who w a n t­
ed on the one hand to resist a t­
tacks on labo r’s gains b u t who 
nevertheless pledged support to 
the Roosevelt a d m in is tra tion  
which is ta k in g  the offensive 
against the workers.

T H E  N A T IO N A L  Q U E S TIO N
The N a tion a l Question In  E u­

rope by M are Lo ris , a discussion 
a rtic le  on the na tiona l s trugg les 
now being conducted in  occupied 
Europe.

G eopolitics: A n  Im p e ria lis t
M y th  by James Cadman exposes 
the use by the im p e ria lis ts  o f 
th is  pseudo-science at; the o re tic ­
al ju s tif ic a tio n  o f th e ir  policies.

The second section o f The Sec­
ond W orld  W ar, an in te rv ie w  
given by Leon T ro ts k y  to the 
St. Louis Post-D ispatch in  1940, 
in which he discussed the ro le 
o f U n ited  States im peria lism  in 
the w a r and predicted H it le r ’s 
assault on the Soviet Union.

In te rn a tio n a l Notes fo r  th is  
m onth includes B ra z il’s e n try  
in to  the w a r, Canada and Mexico.

The magazine —  20 cents a 
copy; $2.00 fo r  a yea rly  subscrip­
tion  —  can be secured fro m  B us i­
ness M anager, F ou rth  In te rn a ­
tion a l, 116 U n iv e rs ity  Place, New 
Y o rk  C ity .

By M IR IA M  C A R TE R

President Roosevelt’s Labor 
D ay th re a t to  in s titu te  govern­
m ent by decree reca lls to  m ind 
w ha t happened to  la bo r’s r ig h ts  
and conditions when the head o f 
another democracy, Edouard Da- 
lad ie r, P rem ie r o f F rance fro m  
1928 to  1940, was pe rm itted  to 
ru le  by decree.

D a lad ie r came in to  office in  
1938 as P rem ie r o f a P opu la r 
F ro n t governm ent, f u l ly  sup po rt­
ed by the S ta lin is ts  and the So­
c ia lis t P a rty . In  1938 the F rench 
economic system was in  a danger­
ous state o f collapse. The cap­
ita lis ts  were sending th e ir  cap i­
ta l ou t o f F rance to  sa fe r ha­
vens; the governm ent was p ilin g  
UP an enormous debt in  a fe v e r­
ish arm am ent p ro g ra m ; a tre m ­
endous in fla t io n  was im m inen t, 
as i t  is today in the U . S.

T horough ly  frig h te n e d , the 
agents o f the French c a p ita lis t 
class in the Chamber o f Depu­
ties and the Senate shoved aside 
th e ir  “ soc ia lis t”  lackey, P rem ier 
Leon B lum , whose usefulness as 
th e ir  sei'vant among the w orkers 
was a t an end, and made D a la ­
d ie r p rem ier w ith  fu l l  decree 
powers. T h is  action was fu l ly  
supported by the S ta lin is ts , “ so­
c ia lis ts ,”  and trade un ion lead­
ers; th e ir  suppo rt continued up 
u n til the s ign ing  by D a lad ie r, in  
con junction w ith  Cham berla in, o f 
the M unich pact.

Once in power D a lad ie r p ro ­
ceeded to prove th a t he w ould do 
his u tm ost to make France safe 
fo r  the bosses. The on ly  w ay 
th is, could be done was a t the 
expense o f the w orkers.

A n  8 per cent ta x  increase was 
established. P ub lic  w orks were 
curta iled .

The 40-hour week, w h ich  had 
been procla im ed by the now de- 

! fu n c t P opu la r F ro n t as one o f its  
greatest v ic to ries , was abandon­
ed fo r  a 60-hour week, and la te r 
fo r  a 72-hour week in  w a r p lants. 
S trikes called to  p ro tes t th is  de­
cree were ru th le ss ly  crushed by 
Da lad ier.

W ith  the advent o f w a r ia  
1939, s t i l l  m ore oppressive law s 
were imposed on the workers,. 
Jus t as Roosevelt delegates pow­
ers to va rious agencies to  con* 
t ro l wages, prices, w o rke rs ’ jobs, 
etc., so D a lad ie r delegated pow­
ers to  various m in is te rs  to  con­
tro l these th in gs .

As a resu lt, wages, prices and 
a ll co llective agreem ents between 
w orkers and bosses were frozen  
by decree as o f Sept. 1, 1939. 
W h ile  wages rem ained a t th a t 
level, prices kep t r is in g ; by June 
1940 they had a lready risen  12 
to  13 per cent.

V arious heavy taxes w ere  de­
creed which fu r th e r  reduced the 
w o rke rs ’ liv ing - standards.

Jus t as today the  W a r M an­
pow er -Commission is beg inn ing 
the freez ing  o f w o rke rs  to  th e ir  
jobs, so in  France th is  was ac­
complished by decree.

W hile  D a lad ie r’s decrees un­
derm ined the w o rke rs ’ l iv in g  
standards, the bosses wrere tre a t­
ed fa r  d iffe re n tly . They ra p id ly  
recalled th e ir  money to  invest in  
France. There was a general 
boom in  in du s try , and in p ro fits .

D a lad ie r gave w ay to  Reynaud, 
and the French cap ita lis ts , who 
feared a w o rke rs ’ re vo lu tion  fa r  
more than the y  feared fascism , 
came to  te rm s w ith  H itle r .  Peta in 
took the reins.

Peta in had a lo t  fo r  w h ich  to  
thank  D a lad ie r. D a la d ie r’s de* 
crees had served to  t ie  the hands 
of the w o rke rs ’ o rgan iza tions and 
to crush th e ir  resistance to  a t­
tacks on th e ir  in te rests  by the 
bosses. The decrees w h ich  he had 
passed in  the name o f a “ w a r 
aga inst fasc ism ”  fa c il ita te d  the 
establishm ent o f the P eta in  re ­
gim e co llabo ra ting  w ith  German 
fascism .

The w o rkers  in  th is  cou n try  
who w a n t to  ave rt c a p ita lis t d ic­
ta to rsh ip  should heed w e ll the 
lessons o f France, especia lly the 
lesson o f the S ta lin is ts  and trade  
un ion leaders who fa l l  a l l over 
themselves to  show th e ir  se rv il­
i t y  to  the c a p ita lis t po litic ian s  
when the y  th rea ten  to  ru le  by de­
cree.

The bead o f a c a p ita lis t state 
always considers h is p r im a ry  
task the preserva tion  o f the  cap­
ita l is t  system. To accom plish 
th is , he uses decree powers. Such 
powers are a lw ays directed 
aga inst the best in te rests o f the 
masses, and la y  the precedent fo r  
com plete d ic ta to rsh ip  and fas ­
cism.

Roosevelt, as representa tive  o f 
the m onopoly cap ita lis ts  in  th is  
country , is  f in d in g  h im se lf in  
D a lad ie r’s shoes. D riven  by the 
same forces, he is bound to  t r y  
to use decree power in  the same 
Vvay.

IN  D O W N T O W N  

N E W A R K
T H E  M IL IT A N T  m ay be p u r­

chased a t newsstand, 11 S pring - 
field Avenue (near C ourt House.)

What Happened 
In France Under 
Decree Rule
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Three Stories About Georgia
These are three stories about 

the treatm ent o f Negroes in  Geor­
gia. The firs t two are taken from  
last week's press service of the 
N a tiona l Association fo r the A d­
vancement of -Colored People; the 
th ird  was sent to me by a fr ie n d  
who lives in  tha t state, and is 
hereby called to the a tten tion  of 
t ile  NAACP, wh ich m ay be able 
to take a hand ip  the m atter. 
Added up, we th in k , the three 
stories give a fa ir  p ic tu re  of the 
status of the Negro in  the South 
in  the fo u rth  year of the second 
“ w a r fo r  democracy.”

H ere ’s how the  Negro is t re a t­
ed by the sta te  o ffic ia ls  in  Geor­
g ia :

“ In fo rm a tion  th a t members of 
the  Georgia state h ighw ay patro l 
have been instructed to ‘stop and 
search every Negro we saw on 
the h ighw ay a fte r 9 o’clock at 
n igh t, use our b lackjack on them, 
je rk  them out o f cars and search 
the cars. Run them  o ff the h igh ­
ways,’ was transm itted  by the 
N A A C P  F rid a y , September 11, to 
W endell Berge, assistant U. S. A t­
torney-General, ask ing an im m e­
d iate investiga tion  of the state 
h ighw ay patro l.

"These ins tructions are a t t r i ­
buted to Commissioner John 
Goodwin o f the Georgia State 
H ighw ay Patro l Commission, and 
are quoted in  an a ffid a v it signed 
by a d is tr ic t  commander o f the 
Georgia H ighw ay pa tro l who was 
resign ing. The d is tr ic t  comman­
der also stated: ‘He said we
should te ll a ll troopers to do th is  
to a ll Negroes.’ . . . ”

And th is  is  how the N egro  is  
trea ted by c ity  o ffic ia ls  in  Geor­
g ia :

Macon, Ga. —  “ Captured a fte r 
the biggest m anhunt in  years 
here, las ting  27 hours, P riva te  Ed­
mond Reed, charged w ith  the 
m urder of a local policeman, w i l l  
he defended when he goes on t r ia l 
soon by the Macon branch and 
the national office o f the 
N A A C P ...

“ P riva te  Reed, in  the a rm y fo r 
five years, was arrested here A u ­
gust 20 by a m il i ta ry  policeman, 
Sgt. M. W. W h itm ire , on suspicion 
of being AW OL. W h ile  w a itim r 
fo r  the police p a tro l wagon to  
come i t  is  claim ed th a t the MP 
h it  the so ld ier w ith  h is f irs t.  Reed 
is said to  have th row n  up his 
hands to pro tect h is  head.

“ A t  th is  po in t a c ity  policeman 
stad ing nearby stated: ‘T u rn  h im  
over to me.’

“ A crowd began to gather 
th rea ten ing  the soldier. He was 
s tru ck  a severe blow  at the back 
o f the head, leaving a deep gash. 
He then is said to have grabbed 
the pisto l of the M P and to have 
shot the c ity  officer, who died, 
and the MP, who suffered wounds. 
Reed then ran away from  the 
crowd w h ich  was said to have 
been beating h im .

“ The NAACP stated tha t there 
is evidence tha t other Negro sol­
diers had been beaten before the 
a ttack  on Reed.

“ W hite  c itizens of Macon, jo in ­
ed by M ayor Charles L. Bowden, 
form ed a mob num bering hun­
dreds. wh ich scoured the coun try­
side in  search of the soldier.

“ When Reed was captured, 
a fte r a 27 hour pu rsu it, he had 
a bu lle t wound in  h is r ig h t  leg, 
w h ich  members o f the posse re ­
fused t.o explain, and was bleed­
in g  from  the gash in  h is head. 
He was dragged from  a sm all lake 
near the Southern ra ilroad  sw itch ­
yards. .

And th is  is how the N egro  is  
trea ted by federa l m il ita ry  au­
th o r ity  in  Georgia, as re lated to  
us by a friend  who lives in  Lo w n­
des C ounty:

“ I  have heard a story, substan­
tia ted by both w h ite  and Negro 
soldiers stationed a t the Moody 
F ie ld  a rm y f ly in g  school, w h ich 
seems to me so te rr ib le  th a t I 
feel T m ust im p a rt I t  to you. For 
some tim e T had heard th a t there 
was a Negro sold ier in  so lita ry  
confinement in ' the guard-house, 
aw a itin g  t r ia l fo r having s truck  
a m a jo r in  a f it  o f rage. Recently 
the word has got about, th a t he 
has been sentenced by court- 
m a rtia l to he hung.

“ The decision is so outrageous 
th a t i t  would seem to be Impos­
sible. However, a lthough I  do 
not remember specifica lly w hat is 
the punishm ent fo r s tr ik in g  an 
officer in  tim e of war. anyone 
who has read the A rtic le s  of 
W ar, w ith  its  frequen t re fra in  o f 
‘death or such other punishm ent 
as a court m a rtia l may decide.’ 
cannot log ica lly  be surprised at 
such a decision, however much 
he m av be shocked by its  being 
applied in  its  fu l l  severity.

“ A lthough the s to ry  has leaked 
out, as I t  was bound to, the whole 
a ffa ir  is being conducted in  an 
atmosphere of secrecy so that, the 
details of the story, even the sol­
d ie r ’s name, are unavailable. How ­
ever, I  have some o f the  outlines 
o f the a f fa ir  on good a u th o r ity :

“ T h is  Negro so ld ier was ta u n t­
ed and jeered by a w h ite  c iv ilia n  
in  town (Valdosta). The sold ier 
restra ined h im se lf and refused to

be provoked in to  a fight. Some­
how or other, he got to see the 
m a jo r w ith  his com pla int. The 
m a jo r dismissed i t  brusquely and 
contemptuously. The sold ier was 
so in fu ria te d  th a t he took a punch 
at the m ajor, ja r r in g  h im  to his 
heels, bu t not knocking h im  
.down. There was jjo question of 
an a ttem pt a t m urder.

“ Since then the a rm y au tho r­
itie s  have solved the problem of 
the Negro so ld ie r’s com pla in t by 
ge tting  the c ity  au tho ritie s  in  
Valdosta to pass ‘an ordinance es­
tab lish ing  zones fo r  w h ite  and 
colored population w ith in  the c ity  
of Valdosta, p ro v id ing  penalities 
fo r  extrageneous lo ite re rs  there­
in , and fo r  other purpose.’ Under 
th is  ordinance a v ir tu a l Negro 
ghetto is established. Of course, 
th is  practice of segregating Ne 
groes is  not a new one in  th is  
c ity . B u t the a rm y o ffic ia ls  got 
the  c ity  to adopt i t  fo rm a lly  so 
th a t they could then issue an 
order to the Negro soldiers to 
stay out of the w h ite  sections of 
the c ity  and say th a t they were 
m erely ad ju s ting  themselves to 
‘local customs, laws and o rd i­
nances.’

“ The a rm y order tha t Negro 
soldiers m ay v is it  the ‘w h ite ’ d is­
tr ic ts  on ly  when on du ty or to 
go ^hopp ing d u rin g  business 
hours rem inds pie of the Nazi 
enactment, th a t Jews may show 
themselves on the U n te r Den L in ­
den Strasse and o ther streets fa ­
mous fo r a ffo rd ing  beau tifu l 
s tro lls  on ly  i f  they have some 
busipess at hand w h ich  forces 
them to w a lk  there and then 
they m ust w a lk  by at a ‘brisk, 
business-like pace.’ . . .

“ I  understand th a t i t  is pos­
sible th a t the sentence on the 
Negro sold ier may be lightened 
by the h igh e r au thorities  rev iew ­
ing the case. I t  seems tha t a 
judgm ent is p ra c tia lly  never re ­
versed, bu t .often the sentence is 
made lig h te r. Even should th is  he 
done, however —  and i t  is by no 
means certa in  —  it  does not 
lessen the outrageousness of the 
whole a ffa ir .”

M any people who support the 
w a r never t ire  o f rem ind ing  us 
th a t, bad as the  conditions o f the 
N egro  are today, they would be 
wp,rse under a H itle r .  T rue. B u t 
w i l l  some o f these loquacious 
people please vo lunteer to  in fo rm  
us ju s t how much worse cond i­
tions could be than those describ­
ed here, which _ are qu ite  ty p ic a l 
o f the South, in  peace-time as in  
w ar-tim e?

UAW Leaders Are 
Condemned by 
Allentown Local

A LLE N TO W N . PA. —  Three 
thousand w orkers of Mack Local 
677 .of the U n ited Auto W orkers. 
CIO. have demanded th a t th e ir  
In te rn a tio n a l Executive Board 
call a h a lt to the po licy of re­
treats in  the face of boss attacks 
and anti-labor decisions.

A fte r  the W ar Labor Board’s 
recent denial o f the loca l’s request 
fo r  a general wage increase, the 
m em bership voted a t special meet­
ings fo r  the fo llo w in g  steps:

1. To take an im m ediate s tr ike  
vote.

2. To ask the In te rn a tion a l 
Executive Board to demand the 
reopening of the case before the 
W LB.

3. To demand the In te rn a tion a l 
Executive Board’s au thoriza tion  
to s trike , and the “ financial, ma­
te r ia l and m ora l support”  of the 
In te rn a tion a l fo r  the s tr ike , i f  
the  W LB  refused to reopen the 
case.

The s tr ik e  vote was taken and 
carried by a be tte r than 3-to-l 
m a jo rity . The In te rn a tio n a l lead­
ers then denied s tr ik e  au thoriza­
tio n  to the local and pleaded that 
no s tr ik e  action be taken, con­
tending i t  would mean the w reck­
ing  o f the local because -the In ­
te rna tiona l could not support any 
s trike .

Consequently another special 
local m eeting was called on Sept. 
13. The local executive hoard 
recommended that.' the local ac­
cept the W L B  ru lin g  under pro­
test, since i t  was considered un ­
wise in  the given s itua tion  to call 
a s tr ik e  o f th is  isolated group of 
workers w ith  the In te rn a tion a l o f­
fic ia ls re fus ing  to give support.

I t  was pointed out tha t the en­
t ire  respons ib ility  fo r  fa ilu re  to 
negotiate a good contract is  now 
placed on the In te rn a tio n a l Exe­
cutive  Board, w h ich  had crippled 
the negotiation e ffo rt of the local 
by re fus ing  to support its  m otion 
fo r a s tr ike .

The loca l’s m otion to accept the 
W LB  decision under protest was 
thus not. on ly directed against the 
W LB. bu t also against the c r im ­
in a lly  false p o licy  o f the In te rn a ­
tion a l Executive Board.

B y G ra n d izo  M iu iis
M EXICO — Directly or in­

directly, the news coming from 
Spain justifies optimism about 
the future of the workers’ 
movement there. Nothing at 
present promises clear sailing 
or permanence for the clerical- 
military-Falangist dictatorship. 
I f  this dictatorship should be 
te m p o ra rily  strengthened —  and 
th is  is no t to  be excluded— it  
w i l l  come m ore fro m  aid outside 
the cou n try  than fro m  a lessen­
in g  o f the in te rn a l contrad ictions 
and fr ic tio n s .

A l l  d ic ta to rsh ips and d ic ta to rs  
have know n moments o f exa lta ­
tion  and g lo ry — th a t g lo ry , 
genuine o r fic tit iou s , w ith  w h ich 
the g re a t and sm all cap ita lis ts  
surround th e ir  saviors, who arc 
rea l o r fab rica ted  g re a t figures.

In  th is  respect F ranco is an 
un fo rtuna te  d ic ta to r, a carica ture . 
He has n o t known, nor w i l l  he 
ever know  the de ifica tion enjoyed 
by M usso lin i d u rin g  the la t te r ’s 
e a rly  years as a d ic ta to r o r by 
H it le r  d u rin g  his spectacular v ic ­
tories in  western Europe.

A t  bottom  the whole reason fo r  
the burlesque character o f the 
Spanish “ C aud illo ’s”  d ic ta to rsh ip  
lies in the  s tubborn  m il ita ry  
resistance w ith  w h ich  a ll the 
poor o f Spain opposed him . A  
p ro le ta r ia t vanquished a fte r  an 
obstinate s trugg le , to  use the ap­
p rox im ate  words o f M arx , w il l 
recuperate m ore easily than one 
which cap itu la tes w ith o u t res is t­
ance.

F ranco ’s m il ita ry  v ic to ry  is one 
which brings on ly  d ishonor. He 
defeated a disarm ed people, be­
trayed  by its  own P opu la r F ro n t 
governm ent, betrayed by the So­
v ie t governm ent and w ith  the en­
t ire  c a p ita lis t w o rld  aga inst it .  
And s t i l l  he needed th ree  years, 
the m il ita ry  aid o f G erm any and 
I ta ly  and the active  o r passive 
co m p lic ity  o f a ll governm ents ex­
cept the M exican to  accomplish 
th is . (The Soviet governm ent did 
no t help Franco ac tive ly  bu t by 
the p o lit ic a l conditions i t  im pos­
ed when i t  g ranted m il ita ry  aid 
to  the Loya lis ts , i t  became one 
o f the  m ain  obstacles to a revo­
lu tio n a ry  v ic to ry .)

FR A N C O  NO W  P A Y S  
FOR A ID  R E C E IV E D

The la rge  am ount o f help th a t 
the German and Ita lia n  trocp3 
len t F ranco and the in s ta llm en ts  
he m u s t now pay fo r  th is  help 
a t the  cost o f the pauperiza tion  
and m ise ry  o f the  people, have 
discredited h im  even fro m  the 
pu re ly  c a p ita lis t po in t o f view.
I  have had occasion to  ta lk  w ith  
Spaniards, obs tina te ly  p ro -F ra n ­
co d u rin g  the c iv i l w a r, who have 
returned fro m  Spain discouraged 
and unable to  face the c ritic ism s 
o f the “ reds”  a fte r  a v is i t  to  the 
peninsula where they had hoped 
to see the rea liza tion  o f th e ir  
ho llow  p a tr io t ic  illus ions. They 
themselves are ob liged to  adm it 
th a t the m a jo r p a r t o f the food­
s tu ffs  prouced in  the coun try  is 
sent to  Germ any.

Fascism could no t hope to  ac­
quire the p o p u la r ity  in  Spain th a t 
i t  enjoyed in  G erm any where, 
thanks to  the rea l m a ltre a tm en t 
o f the cou n try  a t the hands of 
fo re ign  powers fo llo w in g  the f i r s t  
W orld  W ar, n a tio n a lis t concepts 
were aggravated. B u t a fascism , 
whose predom inant fun c tion  is t ile  
h u m ilia tio n  o f the cou n try  and 
the im poverishm ent o f the  m ass­
es fo r  the bene fit o f  a fo re ig n  
power, ceases to  have an y  m ora l 
a u th o r ity  even fro m  a s tr ic t ly  
c a p ita lis t standpo in t. The ab­
sence o f a n a tio n a lis t cam ouflage 
exposes its  tw o  rea l and fun da ­
m enta l fea tu res : m u ltip lie d  re ­
pression and in te ns ified  e xp lo it­
a tion.

The H it le r  invasion and the 
creation o f the puppet govern­
ments —  Petain, Q u is ling , A n to - 
nescu, F ranco, etc. —  have fo r ­
ever p u t an end to  any develop­
m ent o f fascism  as a mass move­
m ent on the European m ainland. 
I t  can s t i l l  rise in England and 
perhaps w ith  g rea te r p ro b a b ility  
in  the U n ited  S ta tes; in  con tin ­
en ta l Europe where the fascists 
o f the  conquered countries, o r o f 
the countries co llabo ra ting  w ith  
H it le r  such as Rum ania, have 
la id  th e ir  s tr id e n t pa trio tism  a t 
the fee t o f the fo re ign  oppres­
sor, fascism  has been doomed fo r ­
ever as a popu lar or pseudo-pop­
u la r movement.

M ASSES H A T E  R E G IM E
I f  in  France, N orw ay, Poland, 

etc., the hate fo r  the N azi d ic ­
ta to rsh ip  has its  pa ra lle l in  hate 
fo r  the na tive  forces th a t serve 
it ,  then in  Spain the s itua tion  
is no d iffe re n t even though there 
are no H it le r ite  “ p ro tecto rs”  o r 
m il ita ry  governors. And i f  in  
those countries, in  sp ite  o f su f­
fe r in g  and te rro r, the re  grows 
among the masses a movem ent 
whose explosion w i l l  p u lv e r ife  
fascism , then s im ila r ly  in  Spain 
a shake-up is be ing prepared th a t

E D IT O R ’S N O TE
T his a rtic le  on the opposition to F ranco ’s reg im e today 

was w r itte n  by a revo lu tiona ry  f ig h te r in  the Spanish C iv il 
W ar, who is now res id ing  in  ftlexjco. The fa c ts  in  th is  a rtic le  
c lea rly  show th a t w ith o u t fo re ig n  assistance, F ranco would 
fa l l  in  sho rt order. The collapse o f the F ranco reg im e can 
resu lt on ly  in  a soc ia lis t revo lu tion .

I t  is precisely the fe a r o f such a developm ent th a t 
m otiva tes the  a ttitu d e  o f both the  A x is  powers and the 
U n ited  N ations tow ard  Franco today. Roosevelt’s “ a r t  and 
cu ltu re ”  o ffe r  to  prop up the Spanish governm ent by financ ia l 
aid flo w s  fro m  th is  fe a r as w e ll as fro m  h is  desire to  keep 
Spain ne u tra l o r to w in  i t  .to the side o f the  U n ited  N ations.

w il l  ove rth row  the whole reg im e 
and give the p ro le ta r ia t another 
op po rtu n ity  to  take power.

The revo lu tiona ry  th re a t is  
perhaps m ore vis ib le  in  Spain 
than in  any o ther country . T ra v ­
elers who fiave ve ry  recen tly  
passed th rough  o r who lived the re  
fo r  several weeks, re fe r to  the  
boldness and decision w ith  which 
the opposition to  Franco works 
and p u b lic ly  speaks.

A n  A u s tr ia n  w o rke r who lived 
w ith  the Spanish p ro le ta r ia t from  
1932 to  the end o f the C iv il W ar, 
has ju s t a rrived  a fte r  an ille g a l 
s tay  o f several weeks in  Spain. 
The cafes, im p o rta n t centers o f 
social li fe  a l l over the coun try , 
are po in ts  o f ve ry  energetic a n ti-  
F ranco propaganda; no one hesi­
ta tes ;to  c ritic ize  and speak ad­
verse ly  o f the d ic ta to rsh ip  and to 
te ll jokes a t its  expense.

Collections fo r  lo ya lis ts  who 
are in  prison are conducted in  
a lm ost a public m anner in  cafes 
and even in  the streets. Women 
revo lu tion is ts  dressed in  the u n i­
fo rm  o f the “ A u x ilia  Social,”  the 
cha ritab le  organ iza tion  o f the

F a la ng is t ladies, took up collec­
tions in  the  h igh  class sections 
and res tau ran ts ; ,the complete 
proceeds were tu rned over ,to the 
fund  fo r  aid to  the “ red”  p rison ­
ers. Repeated several tim es, th is  
s tra tegem  was f in a lly  discovered 
and denounced by  the au tho rities .

FA S C IS TS  F E A R F U L
In  Barcelona, especially, ac­

cord ing to  th is  A u s tr ia n  comrade, 
the F a lang is ts  are w a ry  about 
w earing  the u n ifo rm  w h ich  the y  
so loved to  spo rt in  the f i r s t  
m onths a f te r  we were defeated. 
I t  is ra re  to  see th e ir  colored 
sh irts  in  Barcelona.

D u rin g  h is s tay  in  th a t c ity , 
a reg iona l m eeting o f the  F a ­
la n g is t unions was held. The p ro ­
v in c ia l secre tary stated w ith o u t 
qua lm s:

“ On the  18 o f Ju ly , 1936, we 
rose aga inst more than h a lf  the  
popu lation o f Spain. Since then 
we have tr ie d  to w in  i t  over, 
bu t in  va in ; h o s t ility  and tre a ­
son pop up wherever you look, 
even in  the Falange its e lf . ”

T h a t these words were n o t an

exaggeration o r m om entary d isr 
couragem ent com ing fro m  a sec­
ondary leader, was dem onstrated 
a few  weeks la te r  by a govern­
m ent decree exclud ing a ll pe r­
sons fro m  the  Fa lange who ac­
t iv e ly  o r passive ly had helped the 
lo ya lis ts  d u rin g  t lie  c iv il w a r; 
th is  means the exclusion o f much 
more than  h a lf  the popu lation. 
The decree adm itted exception 
on ly  in  cases especia lly au tho r­
ized by the  lead ing bodies o f the 
o rgan iza tion .

The fee lin g  o f general and v io ­
le n t en m ity  was shown several 
m onths ago by  another decree 
th a t established t r ia l  by  m il ita ry  
cou rt fo r  everyone w ho by w ord  
o r deed in ju re d  the m in is te r ,  
h igh  func tiona ries  o f the  govern­
m ent and the ^Falange o r th e ir  
fa m ily . F o r in ju r y  by w ord , the  
punishm ent is up to  f iv e  years 
in  ja i l ;  fo r  in ju r y  by deed, i t  can 
be death.

“ T H E Y  S T IL L  H A V E  N O T 
P A S S E D ”

A no the r v is ito r  who spent sev­
era l weeks in  M adrid , te lls  how, 
in  o rder to  sec the c ity , he took 
a ta x i and to ld  the  cha u ffe u r to  
show h im  the m ost in te re s tin g  
places 'and bu ild ings. The car 
w ent s tra ig h t to  U n iv e rs ity  C ity , 
scene o f m ore than  tw o  years 
o f m il ita ry  s trugg le . The chauf­
fe u r go t out o f the car, and p o in t­
in g  to  the ru ins , said:

“ Look, W E  were here, poorly  
armed, poorly  dressed and poor­
ly  fed ; T H E Y  were there, w e ll 
provided w ith  eve ry th ing . A nd 
we held them  o f f  fo r  m ore than 
tw o  years! They are inside o f 
M adrid  now, b u t they s t i l l  have 
no t passed!”

(To be concluded nex t week.)

The Plight O f The Jews 
And The Democracies

B y A . R O L A N D
More than any other people, 

the Jews have become the burn­
ing symbol of capitalism in de­
cay, of a civilization that 
threatens to fa ll back complete­
ly into barbarism. The Nazis 
have made the Jewish people 
the scapegoat of their system 
of rule by terror. In the treat­
ment meted out to the Jews the 
masses of Germany, France, 
Poland and all the other con­
quered countries are constantly 
shown an example of what to 
expect in cruelty it they dare to 
rebel.

The inhum an trea tm en t of the  
Jews by the Nazis has served also 
to test the pretensions to hum an­
ity  of the democratic cap ita lis t 
lands. The ta le  of the reaction 
of the dem ocratic cap ita lis t gov­
ernm ents to  fa sc is t a n ti-S e m it­
ism is one of the  w ors t k in d  of 
hypocrisy. They have paid lip - 
service to democracy, bu t th is  did 
and does not prevent the  most 
callous ind iffe rence to the fate 
of the Jews in  deed.

The V ichy regime, before and 
a fte r Laval, treated the Jews 
on ly  a shade o r two d iffe re n tly  
than did the Nazis. The u n fo r­
tunate refugees from  Germany 
and o ther lanfis who managed to 
keep one step ahead o f the Ger­
man arm ies, found th a t unoccu­
pied France wag the fry in g  pan 
instead of the fire. I t  was no t 
enough to herd them in to  the 
filth ie s t and most h o rr ify in g  con­
centra tion camps.« The Petain re­
gim e —  fo r "reasons of state”  no 
doubt — found i t  necessary to 
separate husbands from  wives, 
and ch ild ren  from  parents. C h il­
dren down to fo u r years old were 
sent alone In to  the most wretched 
camp conditions. F o r three years 
now the Jews in  unoccupied 
France have suffered unto ld  m is­
ery in  the hands of the French 
collaborators w ith  H itle r .

B R IT IS H -U . S. A T T IT U D E
Meantim e w hat was the a ttitud e  

of England and the U n ited  States? 
We know how E ng land refused 
perm ission to whole boatloads of 
Jewish refugees to land in  Pales­
tine. even when already in  s ight 
of its  shores. The s in k in g  of 
several such boats w ith  the loss 
of hundreds o f lives became in ­
te rna tiona l scandals —  qu ick ly  
hushed up by those supporting 
‘‘democracy against fascism ”  in  
the war. E ngland has treated  
Nazi prisoners o f w a r better 
than she has treated Jew ish re- 
fv  frets.

The United States, once popu­
lated by those escaping from  
ty rann ica l persecution in  Europe, 
has shown the same hypocritica l 
a ttitud e  as the B r it is h . The whole 
m achinery o f government, from  
State Departm ent to fore ign con­
su lar offic ia ls, was set in to  mo­
tion  fo r bu t a single purpose: to 
keep the Jews out. O nly the th in -

Secretary Hull Makes 
Hypocritical Reply 
To Taunt by Laval
nest tr ic k le  was pe rm itted  past 
the m ountainous b a rr ie r o f red 
tape erected as a w a ll against the 
Jews. Only fools can lake com­
fo r t  in  the em pty protests o f the 
Roosevelts and H u lls . We have 
in  the case o f the Jew ish refugees 
a typ ica l instance of the rea l as 
against the pretended po licy  of 
our cap ita lis t governm ent a t the 
present tim e.
F R E N C H  M ASSES PRO TEST

The Germans applied pressure 
on V ichy to exile 20,000 Jews 
from  unoccupied France. Laval 
pretended th a t these Jews were 
to be sent back to th e ir  home­
lands.”  A c tua lly , they were to be 
shipped o ff to Russia and Poland 
as slave labor —  i f  no t to be 
k ille d  o u tr ig h t by gas o r machine- 
gunn ing  on the w ay! The Petain- 
Laya l governm ent proceeded to 
act as j.t has done h ithe rto , w ith  
utm ost in hu m an ity . The concen­
tra tio n  camps were emptied, fam ­
ilie s  were separated, ind iv idua ls  
o f a ll ages were herded in to  clos­
ed fre ig h t cars fo r  shipment.

The French people were aroused 
to sharp pro test by th is  la test col­
la bo ra tion is t move. T h is  latest 
example of complete subservience 
of Peta in-Lava l filled  the masses 
cup of bitterness to overflow ing. 
B u t these protests resulted on ly 
in  one m ore gesture of hypoc­
risy . La va l agreed not to separate 
the fam ilies  o f those being herded 
off. Now, i t  seems, the ch ildren  
w i l l  he reun ited  w ith  th e ir  pa r­
ents. A l l  w i l l  he sent together 
to s lavery and death.

The governm ent o f the United 
States, w h ich  m igh t have saved 
a ll these un fortuna tes d u rin g  the 
past three years by g ra n tin g  them 
visas, now tha t i t  is too la te  reg­
isters its  pro test against the 
French trea tm ent of Jewish re fu ­
gees. Laval p ro m p tly  re torted 
th a t he would g lad ly  send a ll 
those to be deported to the U n ited 
States, i f  th is  coun try  would re ­
ceive them. Nad the Roosevelt 
governm ent been re a lly  concerned 
about the fa te  o f the Jew ish re ­
fugees. i t  w ould have eagerly 
seized on th is  statem ent by Laval. 
I ts  answer would have been: Yes. 
toe w i l l  receive them., i lend the 
refugees here at once.
H U L L  A T T E M P T S  TO 
E V A D E  A N S W E R

Instead, H u ll reacted in  typ ica l 
fashion when La va l’s rem ark was 
called to  his a tten tion  by a news­
paperman. H u ll stated hyp ocrit­
ic a lly  th a t he had received no in ­
fo rm a tion  from  the Am erican 
Embassy a t V ich y  th a t the Lava l 
governm ent would pe rm it the 
Jews to come to  the United 
States. T h is  ly in g  can t serves 
to make people th in k  th a t H u ll 
m ig h t otherw ise accept La va l’s 
challenge. The s itua tion  w il l  
again be m et by p e rm ittin g  a

handfu l o f the refugees to he 
saved, le tt in g  the vast m a jo r ity  
su ffe r a te rr ib le  fate.

The State Departm ent has 
m eantim e —  so w'e are in form ed 
*— suppressed in fo rm a tio n  th a t i t  
received from  its  consular agents 
In  Sw itzerland. T h is  in fo rm a tio n  
has to do w ith  the trea tm ent of 
the Jews in  the W arsaw ghetto. 
E v id en tly  the greatest o f a troc i­
ties has occurred there in  con­
nection w ith  the renewed cam­
paign to exterm inate a l l  Jews. 
R um or even has i t  th a t the ghetto 
no longer exists, th a t the  Jews 
there have beep com plete ly wiped 
out. The reason th is  rep o rt has 
been suppressed by the State De­
pa rtm ent is th a t i t  does no t w ish 
any mass protest here th a t w i l l  
force its  hand on policy.

Ip  his Labor Day speech the 
President, promised to stabilize 
wages. He also threatened to v io ­
late an act o f Congress i f  tha t 
body did  not pass the leg is la tion 
demanded by h im , to the effect 
tha t prices of a g ric u ltu ra l prod­
ucts be placed a t p a r ity  and not 
at 1)0 percent of p a rity  as p ro­
vided by the present law . A t about 
the same tim e the W ar Manpower 
Commission issued an order prac­
tic a lly  “ freezing”  workers in  the 
lum ber and m etal industries of 
twelve W estern States.

A ll three —  the promise, the 
th rea t and the order —  invo lve 
the same .question o f government 
by decree and i t  is  th is  question 
to w h ich the a tten tion  of the 
workers should he directed again 
and again.

To avoid m isunderstand ing i t  is 
necessary to state th a t govern­
m ent by decree is n o t neces­
s a r ily  fascism. A  fascist govern­
ment ru les by decrees bu t not 
every governm ent th a t does so 
is  fascist. Fascism is  not a move­
ment. w h ich  gains power by the 
process o f usurpa tion  o f a u th o rity  
by the executive branch of the 
government. I t  is no t so peaceful 
as a l l tha t. I t  comes to power 
as a resu lt of a mass movement 
o f the low er m iddle classes ren­
dered desperate by a cris is  and of­
fered no leadership by the w o rk ­
in g  class.

But even i f  governm ent by de­
cree is no t fascism, i t  does repres­
ent a great danger to the w o rk ing  
clpss w h ich  m ust have the fu lle s t 
democracy in  order to p lay its  role 
in  h is to ry . Here and there a de­
cree may be entered w h ich  is d i­
rected against some other section 
of the popu lation, bu t under capi­
ta lism  i t  is the w o rk in g  class th a t 
m ust necessarily su ffe r most 
through governm ent by decree. 
The ru le r  by decree m ay appear 
to be above classes and appear as 
an a rb itra to r  between classes bu t 
essentia lly  governm ent ru le  by de­
cree m ust and w ill protect the 
basic in te rests of the b ig  capi­
ta lis ts .

*  *  *

Here we sha ll om it discussion 
on in te res tin g  questions of sec­
ondary im portance, such as, 
w hether or not Roosevelt in tends 
to keep his prom ise to restore, 
a fte r the emergency is over, the 
powers tha t he assumes now. I t  
is a ll-im portant, to impress upon’ 
the m il ita n t  workers the basic rea­
sons fo r the phenomenon of gov­
ernm ent by decree and to draw 
the necessary lessons.

I t  is, above a ll, essential fo r  the 
workers to  understand tha t ip  th is  
period of the development of capi­
ta lism  i t  is  necessary to establish 
th e ir  own governm ent i f  they 
w ant to escape some fo rm  o f au­
th o r ita r ia n  ru le  where th e ir  
r ig h ts  w i l l  he lim ite d  o r be taken 
away altogether. Accepting the 
cap ita lis t order means, jn  the last 
analysis, to accept governm ent by 
.decree and, in  the epfi, fascism. 
There can be no m iddle road of 
cap ita lis t democracy o r o f a tem ­
po rary  resort to governm ent by 
decree.

Le t those Jews who th in k  tha t 
th is  is s t i l l  the great haven of 
the oppressed, the land o f democ­
racy, pynder over the trea tm ent 
of the Jews by the democracies. 
M any o f them accept the w ar as 
a fig h t between fascism and de­
mocracy. They support the de­
mocracies heart and soul under 
the delusion tha t i f  the democ­
racies w in , the Jew ish question 
w i l l  find its  solution.

The t ru th  is  th a t a v ic to ry  fo r  
the U n ited  Nations w i l l  s t i l l  leave 
the Jew ish question unsolved. 
T h is  question cannot, possib ly find 
its  so lu tion under decaying capi­
ta lism . The same underhanded 
diplom acy w il l  he practised in  the 
post-war period as now. Each 
coun try  w i l l  po in t to the others 
fo r  the solution. H u ll w i l l  g lad ly  
help the Jews to get in to  -— Pa­
lestine, o r Santo Domingo, or 
B raz il. B r ita in  w i l l  ju s t as glad­
ly  d irec t the a tten tion  of the Jews 
to South Am erica  o r —  the U n ited 
States.

U nder cap ita lism  the Jews re ­
m ain  no th ing  b u t a foo tba ll of 
d ip lom acy.The democracies m ig h t 
even (assum ing th a t the w orld  
rem ains as i t  is  —  a cap ita lis t 
w o rld ) send the Jews hack to 
Germany and Poland.

C A P IT A L IS T S  IN D IF F E R E N T
How  can a cap ita lis t govern­

m ent he deeply concerned over 
the fate of the Jews? I t  repres­
ents a ru l in g  class th a t is  not 
much concerned w ith  the fa te  of 
the masses over w h ich i t  rules. 
I t  is  qu ite  ready to sacrifice m il­
lions of the liyes o f those masses 
to  assure its  continued m aking  
of profits. The w a r is its e lf the 
proof o f the bru ta l, callous in d if ­
ference of the im p e ria lis ts  to the 
fate of the oppressed masses.

The roots o f the  oppression of 
the Jews are in te rw in ed  w ith  the 
general oppression o f the workers 
and to ile rs  by the ru lin g  class. 
T ha t is  w h y  the so lu tion  o f the 
Jew ish question can be achieved 
on ly  w ith  the aid  o f the w orld  
p ro le ta ria t, on ly- w ith  the v ic to ry  
o f socialism  over cap ita lism . So­
c ia lism  w i l l  end a ll oppression, in ­
c lud ing  the oppression o f the 
Jews.

T ha t cap ita lis t democracy is at 
a great disadvantage when i t  
comes ,to w ag ing w a r against a 
fascist state is by th is  t im e  (fuite 
obvious. W ar. at a ll tim es, de­
mands such a concentration o f .ef­
fo r t  on the pa rt of the state in ­
volved, th a t dem ocratic form s are 
not lik e ly  to he respected. And 
in  a w ar between a dem ocratic 
cap ita lis t state and a fascist capi­
talist. state, the advantages of fas­
cism are so great tha t i t  would 
be foo lish to expect dem ocratic

r ig h ts  and in s titu tio n s  lo rem ain 
in tac t.

In  cap ita lis t society the strugg le 
between the cap ita lis t and the 
w o rk in g  class is the main s trug ­
gle, but i t  is not the on ly  struggle. 
There are con flic ts  constantly  pag­
in g  between the various sections 
of the ca p ita lis t class, each sec­
t io n  s trugg ling  fo r its  own gain 
and advantage. Sectional and 
group cap ita lis t in terests p lay an 
im p o rta n t role and d u rin g  a w ar 
these con flic ts  preven t decisive 
action on the p a r t o f the demo­
c ra tic  c a p ita lis t state.

Fascism suppresses not only the 
organizations of the w o rk ing  
class, thus g iv in g  the cap ita lis t 
stater a free hand as against t,fie 
workers. In  the in terests of mo­
nopoly cap ita lism  it  also suppress­
es the dem ocratic r ig h ts  of a ll sec­
tions of the cap ita lis t class and 
is there fore able to act ru th less ly  
and decisively. I t  .elim inates the 
inevitab le  hesita tion and tim e- 
w asting  o f a dem ocratic ca p ita l­
is t state.

T h is  does not mean th a t in  th is  
w ar the fascist states are bound 
to w in . The in d u s tr ia l power of 
the dem ocratic im p e ria lis ts  js  so 
much greater th a t they may w in  
in  spite of the po litica l advant­
ages possessed by the fasc is t 
states. B u t i t  is inevitab le , as the 
w ar continues, tha t the demo­
c ra tic  im peria lis ts  l id  themselves 
o f the handicaps of democracy.

« *  *

To wage w ar e fecti.vely cen­
tra liza tio n  and au; lop ity  are es­
sentia l. These car come e ither 
from  a cap ita lis t government, 
b rin g in g  complete subjection to 
the w o rk in g  masses, or from  a 
w o rkers ’ government, in  w h ich  
case the a u th o rity  and cen tra liza ­
tio n  would he products of the de­
m ocratic in s titu tio n s  created by 
the w o rk in g  class.

A u th o r ity  and cen tra liza tion  
under cap ita lism  leave the w o rk ­
ers on ly  w ith  the r ig h t  to obey. 
A u th o r ity  and cen tra liza tion  of a 
w orkers ’ government are a prod­
uct o f the in it ia t iv e  and energy 
and democracy o f the workers.

I t  is true  tha t the S ta lin is t bu­
reaucracy succeeded in  suppress­
in g  a ll dem ocratic r ig h ts  o f  the  
w orkers in  the Soviet Union. B u t 
i t  is  also tru e  th a t under Lep in  
and T ro tsky , the Russian Revolu­
t io n  b rough t a u th o r ity  and ecu-: 
tra liz a tio n  h u t at the same tim e 
gave democracy to the workers 
and released th e ir  in it ia t iv e  and 
energy to an unheard-of extent: 
H is to r ic  conditions enabled Sta-: 
lin . subsequently, to  destroy the 
r ig h ts  of the Soviet masses.

W ith  the dem ocratic tra d itio n s  
of the E ng lish  and Am erican 
workers and w ith  the great de­
velopm ent o f in d u s try  in  those: 
countries a w orkers ’ governm ent 
in  England or in  th is  coun try  
would assure the continuance of 
the dem ocratic ru le  of the w o rk ­
ers and farm ers, a t the same tim e 
releasing the devotion and energy 
of t lie  masses to a po in t where 
no fo re ign  invader in  the world 
could destroy th e ir  rule.

*  *  *

There is no escape fro m  the a l­
te rn a tive — e ith e r a c a p ita lis t gov­
ernm ent w h ich, d u rin g  and a fte r 
the war, m ust e lim ina te  the de­
m ocra tic  r ig h ts  o f the w o rkers  o r 
a w orkers ’ governm ent assuring 
democracy, peace and economic 
security  to everybody. W ith o u t 
ceasing to s trugg le against every 
in d iv id u a l m an ifes ta tion  of gov­
ernm ent ,by decree, the w orkers 
m ust consider the trend towards 
governm ent by decree from  th is  
fundam enta l aspect.
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Roosevelt's Speech: 
Study In Contrasts

President Roosevelt’s Labor Day address offers 
an interesting and instructive study in contrasts.

i t  was marked by great determination and ener­
gy. It was obvious Roosevelt knows what he wants 
and how to get it. Congress had passed an act 
setting farm price ceilings at 110 percent of par­
ity. Roosevelt threatened: set ceilings at 100 per 
cent parity by October 1, w ithin 23 days, or 1 
w ill do so myself by decree, ilis  threatened act 
would be in violation of an existing law', but this 
did not cause him to falter in his program of at­
tacking the living standards of the masses.

Immediately after the message Roosevelt show­
ed that he means business: By executivp order 
he form ally outawed premium pay for week-end 
and holiday work. Through his War Manpower 
Commission he decreed the freezing of labor in 
the lumber and non-ferrous mining industries of 
12 western states. Through his Selective Service 
administration he strengthened this latter decree 
by threatening to reclassify all those who left their 
jobs. By decree he put the 2,300,000 federal em­
ployes under the control of the W *r Manpower 
Commission, which may transfer them to other 
jobs at w ill. A ll this took place within a single 
week.

But the determination and speed of the admin­
istration is exhibited mainly w'hen it comes to 
attacks on the labor movement. When he deals 
with the income and privileges of the capitalist 
class, his attitude becomes one of caution and his 
pace becomes that of the snail.

In the course of his address he spoke about the 
advisability of lim iting individual incomes of the 
capitalist class to the far-from-starvation level of 
$25,000 a year. But this part of his speech lacked 
aggressiveness. He made no threats concerning it. 
In ail probability Congress w ill not even act on 
this suggestion. And Roosevelt w ill invoke no de­
cree laws.

For decades the labor movement in this coun­
try  has tried to pass a child labor bill. The b ill 
has remained bogged down in red tape, and if 
things remain as they are, many more decades 
w ill pass before the child labor b ill w ill become 
law —  if  ever, under capitalism.

Each year hundreds of miners lose their lives 
and thousands are injured in mine accidents. For 
years the miners’ unions have-attempted to pass 
a mine safety act. The president has never threat­
ened to enact the mine safety b ill by decree if 
Congress did not act in 23 days, w'eeks or months. 
The act w'ould mean a lowering of the mine com­
panies profits. This makes all the difference in 
the world.

For 23 years and more the Negro people and 
the labor movement have tried to get an anti­
lynching bill passed. But tfte Southern ruling class 
has use for lynching as a weapon of intimidation 
against Negro farm and industrial labor, and has 
prevented the enactment of the bill. There has 
been no ultimatum from the president demanding 
that Congress pass this act in 23 days.

The president’s determination, energy, vigor and 
dispatch are reserved for use in favor of the capi­
talist class and against the masses.

(Continued fro m  page 1)
In  sp ite  o f ¡Roosevelt-Churchill u n ity  on Ind ia , 

however, the  s trugg le  has continued to  broaden in  
scope to  such an exten t th a t, i t  is  clear, W ashington 
f in a lly  abandoned hope th a t  the B r it is h  can crush the 
movement.

W ash ing ton  W ants New N egotia tions
A cco rd in g ly  W ash ing ton began p r iv a te ly  u rg in g  

C h urch ill to reopen nego tia tions w ith  the  Congress. 
W r it in g  fro m  W ashington, Raymond C lapper reports  
on Sept. 15 th a t “ o ffic ia ls  here have sought q u ie tly  
to  persuade London to  take a m ore open-minded 
a ttitu d e  tow a rd  Ind ia  and have had no luck  w hatever.”  
Such persuasion can be backed by  the  tremendous 
pressure o f the  U n ite d  States, in c lud in g  h o ld ing  up 
execution o f the  plans fo rm u la te d  by the  A m erican 
Economic M ission in  Ind ia  fo r  expanding w a r p ro ­
duction there.

C h u rch ill’s s ta tem ent in  the  House o f Commons 
on Sept. 10 was p r im a rily , as Raymond C lapper cor­
re c tly  pu ts it ,  “ an a tte m p t to  end fu r th e r  m eddling 
fro m  W ashington. H e tr ie s  to  make Ind ia  a closed 
issue.”

C h u rc h ill’s calcu la tions are qu ite  clear. W ashington 
and C hungk ing ’s pressure fo r  reopening nego tia tions 
are predicated on the  assum ption th a t B r ita in  is 
unable to  crush the  independence movement. To re ­
open nego tia tions would be to  adm it th a t th is  as­
sum ption is correct.

B u t i f  B r ita in  cannot crush the m ovem ent, and 
thus ta c it ly  adm its it ,  then -why should the movem ent 
stop? Even i f  the Congress leaders were to  reach a 
compromise w ith  C h u rch ill in  new negotia tions, the 
mass s trugg le  fo r  independence, enorm ously encourag­
ed by the B r it is h  adm ission o f defeat, would go on 
w ith o u t the Congress leaders. The w orkers and 
peasants, C h urch ill w e ll knows, have long  been im ­
p a tie n t w ith  the  Congress leaders’ m odera tion and 
would no t fo llo w  them  in  pa tch in g  up a compromise.

W hat, indeed, could C h u rch ill concede in  new 
negotia tions ? A n y  new proposal, ju s t  as much as the 
C ripps “ o ffe r ,”  would leave the B r it is h  g r ip  on Ind ia  
untouched. No B r it is h  c a p ita lis t governm ent would 
le t go o f the r ic h  booty o f  Ind ia . C h u rch ill would 
ra th e r see Japan conquer In d ia  and hope to  re ­
conquer i t ,  tha n  to  g ive  up Ind ia  fo re v e r to  a rea l 
Ind ia n  na tiona l governm ent. The s itua tion  has reached 
the stage where no face-saving fo rm u la  can be con­
cocted w h ich would keep In d ia  fo r  the B r it is h  ca p ita l­
is ts  and ye t enable the Congress leaders to  keep the 
Ind ian  masses qu ie t. Hence new negotia tions, even i f  
they b r in g  a com prom ise w ith  the  Congress leaders, 
w i l l  solve no th ing . E ith e r  independence o r naked 
B r it is h  ru le  over In d ia — those are the on ly  rea l 
a lte rna tives.

W hat W ash ington  Hopes T o  Get
Such are C h u rch ill’s calcula tions, and fro m  the im ­

p e r ia lis t vew po in t, the y  are essentia lly  accurate. 
W ash ing ton o f course" understands th is , bu t hopes 
by new negotia tions and a compromise to  qu ie t down 
In d ia  long  enough to  defeat Japan. A f te r  th a t W ash­
ing ton  w i l l  shed no tears i f  the B r it is h  are driven 
ou t o f Ind ia  by the independence m ovem ent; indeed, 
W ash ing ton would welcome th a t as a post-w ar 
development, fo r  then d o lla r- im p e ria lism  would 
a tte m p t to take the place o f B r it is h  im peria lism  in  
the  economic exp lo ita tio n  o f Ind ia .

The note o f asp e rity  in  C h u rch ill’s s ta tem ent was 
d irected in  re a lity  a t W ash ing ton and no t a t Ind ia . 
He was re a lly  say ing : “ I t ’s a ll ve ry  w e ll f o r  you to 
be g iv in g  aw ay empires, b u t g ive y o u r own aw ay and 
le t m ine alone.”

In  order to  slam the door on A m erican  advice, 
C h u rch ill w en t fa r  indeed. He made i t  p la in  th a t 
Ind ia  would never be freed by  B r ita in . H is  fo rm u la  
fo r  th is  was th a t “ m any o f the  races”  o f Ind ia  
“ would never consent to  be ru led  by the  Congress nor 
sha ll they ever be aga inst th e ir  w i l l  so sub jugated.”  
A t  th is  an o u tc ry  fro m  a ll sides rose in  Ind ia , w ith  
C h u rc h ill’s m ost use fu l na tive  agents embarrassed 
by h is b ru ta l statem ent. B u t the  un iversa l h o s t ility  
o f In d ia  was som eth ing C h urch ill expected anyway. 
I f  he added to  it ,  he appeared to  fee l, i t  was w o rth  
i t  i f  he could discourage W ash ing ton ’s pressure.

New L in e  O f The  T im es
I t  is  clear, however, th a t W ash ing ton ’s pressure 

w il l  continue. T h is  week came the f ir s t  ed ito ria l 
statem ents in  the lead ing A m erican newspapers since 
the f irs t  days o f the  s trugg le . A p p a re n tly  W ash ing ton 
had f in a lly  g iven the nod to  break th e ir  silence. The 
Sept. 15 N . Y . T im es sta ted :

“ The Ind ian  m oderates m ust v ie w  w ith  d isappo in t­
m ent C h u rch ill’s seeming insistence th a t fo rce  is  the 
on ly  answer to  the Ind ian  question. W e hope the 
Ind ian  moderates w i l l  persevere in  th e ir  a ttem pts  to  
find a fo rm u la  th a t w i l l  p e rm it an im m edia te g ra n t 
o f add itiona l powers o f se lf-governm ent. Such a 
fo rm u la  would have a fr ie n d ly  hea ring  in  th is  coun try  
and, we believe, am ong the dem ocratic masses o f 
B r ita in .”

Thus the  N . Y . T im es appeals to  the  “ dem ocratic 
masses o f B r ita in ”  aga inst C h u rch ill’s Ind ian  po licy. 
T h is  is the same paper w h ich, o n ly  a few  weeks ago, 
was w h itew ash ing  C h u rch ill as the voice o f B r ita in ’s 
masses.

On Sept. 12, the Chicago Sun, w h ich  is no th in g  bu t 
a rubbe r s tam p fo r  the  Roosevelt a d m in is tra tion , 
indicated the governm ent's line . I t  e d ito r ia lly  declared 
th a t “ b itte rness in  In d ia ”  has grow n as a re s u lt o f 
C h u rch ill’s s tatem ent, and th a t “ C h u rch ill’s present 
po licy  v is-a -v is  In d ia  weakens the m ora l position  and 
m il ita ry  secu rity  o f the U n ited  N a tions .”  R e fe rrin g  
to  those in  the Labo r P a r ty  and elsewhere in  Eng land 
who disagreed w ith  C h urch ill, the Sun declared: “ W e 
can on ly  hope th a t th e y  produce a less in tra n s ig e n t 
po licy  on the p a r t o f the  P rim e M in is te r.”

The c o n flic t between W ash ing ton and London over 
Ind ia  w i l l ,  however, n o t develop ve ry  ra p id ly . I f  
W ashington is in  a pos ition  to  p u t p o w e rfu l pressure 
on C hurch ill, he in  tu rn  is indispensable to  W ash ing­
ton ’s w a r plans. Roosevelt has n igh tm ares a t the 
tho ugh t th a t C h u rch ill m ig h t fa l l  and open the w ay 
to  a Labor Governm ent, fo r  th a t w ould be opening 
the road to  re v o lu tio n a ry  developments. Hence W ash­
in g to n ’s pressure w i l l  be extrem e ly  cautious,

A nd long  before th a t pressure gets ve ry  fa r ,  we 
ai-e certa in , the re  w i l l  no longer be room  fo r  reopen­
in g  nego tia tions. The Ind ian  revo lu tion  sweeps on.

Can’t Save USSR By 
Supporting Program 
O f The Imperialists

British Union Leader's 
Speech Helps Hitler

In his speech opening the an­
nual conference of the British 
Trade Union Congress last 
week, Frank Wolstencroft, 
president of that body, said:

‘‘ 1 am one of those who feel 
bound to recognize that a vast 
m ajority of the German people 
— all that matter — were be­
hind the Nazi gangsters when 
they gave e ffe c t to  th e ir  po licy  
o f a tte m p tin g  the conquest and 
dom ination o f Europe.”

W o ls ten c ro ft also advocated 
th a t the 80 to 90 m illio n  Germans 
“ should be1 held under bond, i f  
necessary”  because the y  “ are 
prepared to  accept, decade by de­
cade, dom ination by  a few  blood­
th irs ty  w a r m ongers.”

The very  next day, on Sept. 
10, the lie  was given to  W olsten- 
c ro f t ’s c la im  th a t a ll the Ger­
mans “ who m a tte r”  supported 
H itle r , by a Stockholm  news d is­
patch re p o rtin g  th a t nearly  1,000 
German sold iers were im p rison ­
ed in  a N orw eg ian concentration 
camp. Even* in  h is a rm y H it le r  
has to  punish and te rro r iz e  s ig ­
n ific a n t num bers o f Germans —  
is tha t a s ign th a t “ a vast m a­
jo r i t y ”  o f the German people 
support the Nazis?

HO W  H E  H E LP S  H IT L E R
W o ls ten c ro ft was t ry in g  to be 

o f service to  C h urch ill and the 
“ dem ocratic”  im peria lis ts . A c ­
tu a lly  his speech was o f the 
greatest aid to H it le r :

1. H it le r  w ants the w o rld  to 
b e lie v e 'th a t he has the support 
o f the German people, so th a t he 
can present a p ic tu re  o f “ in v in ­
c ib il i ty ”  to  the world .

In  re a lity , no one hates fascism  
more than the German masses 
who have had to  live  under its  
b ru ta l ru le  fo r  a lm ost 10 years 
now, and whose organ izations

H it le r  f i r s t  had to  smash before 
he could come in to  power. W ol- 
s te n c ro ft’s speech helps H it le r  to 
propagate the m y th  o f “ German 
u n ity .”

2. H i t le r ’s ch ie f weapon fo r  
keeping the German masses “ in 
line ”  is th e ir  fe a r o f a second 
V ersa illes T re a ty  i f  German im ­
pe ria lism  is defeated by B r it is h  
and Am erican im peria lism . W hen 
W o ls tencro ft echoes the th rea ts  
o f the “ dem ocratic”  im p e ria lis ts  
about keeping the German peo­
ple as a whole “ under bond,”  he 
is he lp ing H it le r  to re s tra in  the 
G e r  m  a n w o rke rs ’ revo lu tion  
aga inst H it le r .

3. The only rea l opposition to 
H it le r  w ith in  G erm any comes 
fro m  the revo lu tiona ry  socia lists 
and in te rn a tio n a lis ts  who, despite 
conditions o f g re a t danger fro m  
the Gestapo, are s tru g g lin g  to 
organize the  w o rkers  to  over­
th ro w  H itle r is m . T h e ir w o rk  is 
d i f f ic u lt  to  c a rry  on, b u t i t  is 
made s t i l l  m ore  d if f ic u lt  by W ol- 
s te n c ro ft’s speech.

F o r when the German masses 
are to ld  by A llie d  labo r leaders 
th a t they —  as w e ll as the  Ger­
man ru lin g  class —  w il l  be held 
responsible fo r  the  w ar, they tend 
to accept the idea th a t they have 
no a llies  outside o f Germ any and 
th a t e ffo r ts  t® ove rth row  H it le r  
and establish socialism  are fu ­
tile .

A  F O U L  S L A N D E R
W o ls ten c ro ft wants the Ger­

man masses punished because, he 
says, “ they are prepared, to ac­
cept, decade by decade, dom ina­
tion  by a few  b loo d th irs ty  w a r 
m ongers.”  Th is is as b ig  a lie 
as was ever to ld  by H itle r .

The German masses did  not 
Want the f i r s t  im p e r ia lis t w a r 
any more than the w orkers  in  
o ther countries did. They showed

th is  by ove rth row ing  the K a iser 
a t the f i r s t  o p p o rtu n ity  the y  got. 
They then tr ie d  to  make a revo­
lu tio n  to  do aw ay w ith  the  cap­
ita l is t  system th a t la te r produced 
H it le r .  B u t th e ir  e ffo r ts  to  es­
tab lish  socialism  were drowned 
in  blood by the German labor- 
leaders o f the Second In te rn a ­
tio n a l —  the German W olsten- 
cro fts .

W hen H it le r  threatened to take 
power, the German masses w a n t­
ed to  res is t —  bu t they were 
restra ined by the German W ol- 
s tencro fts  who e ither jo ined the 
Nazis when H it le r  came to  power 
or beat i t  ou t o f the  coun try  to  
save th e ir  own hides. A nd  le t no 
one fo rg e t th a t before the  G er­
man ru lin g  class could fee l safe 
to go ahead w ith  its  plans to 
red iv ide the w orld , i t  f i r s t  had 
to" destroy a ll the  organ iza tions 
o f the w orkers and m urder or 
im p rison  th e ir  revo lu tiona ry  lead­
ers.
W H O  H E LP S  T H E  
F IG H T  A G A IN S T  FA S C IS M

The on ly  w ay to  destroy fa s ­
cism in  Germ any is by  arousing 
and he lp ing  the German w o rk in g  
class to  establish a w o rke rs ’ gov­
ernm ent in  th a t country . W o l­
s ten c ro ft —  who lum ps the Ger­
man masses w ith  th e ir  oppress­
ors, who threatens to  punish 
them  i f  G erm any is defeated, 
who d is to rts  h is to ry  and lies 
about the ha tred o f the German 
people fo r  H itle r is m  —  does not 
aid the s tru g g le  to  destroy fa s ­
cism ; on the con tra ry , he hinders 
it.

O nly those who te ll the tru th , 
on ly those who oppose the aims 
o f a ll im peria lis ts , on ly  those 
who look upon the oppressed 
German people as th e ir  comrades 
in the s trugg le  aga inst a ll re ­
action, are able to  con tribu te  to 
the destruction  o f fascism .

The Workers' Bookshelf
W IL L  G E R M A N Y  CRACK? by Pau l Hagen.

H a rpe r &  Bros. §2.75.

Pau l Hagen is research d irec to r fo r  the  Inside 
Germ any organ iza tion . He is a social-dem ocrat 
a rd en tly  suppo rting  the U n ited  N a tions. U n like  
those who p lay  up every inc ident in  G erm any th a t 
can be in te rp re ted  to mean re v o lt aga inst H it le r ,  
Hagen examines the p o ss ib ility  o f G erm any’s 
crack irig  fro m  w ith in  fa ir ly  soberly. W r it te n  be­
fo re  the recent successes o f the Germans in  the 
Caucasus, b u t a fte r  the Russian w in te r  cam paign, 
his book is qu ite  up to  date.

Hagen lim its  his in q u iry  to  the po ss ib ility  o f 
re vo lt in  the near fu tu re . The general question 
o f the m anner in  w h ich Nazism  is p ilin g  up 
tremendous in te rn a l con trad ic tions th a t w i l l  
re su lt in  an explosion, he leaves aside. B u t the 
tendencies tow ards in te rn a l de te rio ra tion  are 
examined somewhat exhaustive ly  fro m  the eco­
nomic, p o lit ic a l, m il ita ry  and psychological 
angles.

E conom ic  P rob lem s In  G erm any
The lack o f German labo r reserves js a w e ll 

known fac t. H it le r  keeps im p o rtin g  fo re ig n  labor 
feve rish ly  in  order to  stave o f f  the  decline in  
p ro d u c tiv ity . B u t slave labo r is no to rio us ly  in ­
e ffic ien t, ju s t  as much now as in  the past. Ger­
m any’s declin ing  production  a ffec ts  the en tire  
m il ita ry  s itua tion , since i t  means th a t the arm ies 
cannot be expanded m uch fu r th e r  w ith o u t the 
danger o f collapse on the  production  fro n t. The 
keen com petition fo r  la b o r on the  p a r t  o f various 
sections o f the w a r economy has tended to  make 
the N azi la bo r po licy  unstable, p a r tic u la r ly  fo r  
sk illed  labor. B u t on the whole the labo r code 
rem ains v e ry  severe. F o r the vas t m a jo r ity  o f 
w orkers wages are in c red ib ly  low .

The book ga thers toge the r specific de ta ils con­
cern ing  the decline in  production o f fu e l (coal 
and o il) ,  iro n  and steel, etc. The cris is  in  tra n s ­
po rta tion , ow ing  to  H it le r ’s concentra tion on 
m il ita ry  roads to  the exclusion o f the ra ilroads, 
is o f some in te rest. The com parison o f the sta tus 
o f tra n sp o rta tio n  in  th is  w a r and in  the la s t w a r 
shows how much g re a te r the present s tra in  
presses on the en tire  German economy.

H a tred  fo r  the  Nazis exists n o t on ly  among the 
fa c to ry  w orkers. The governm ent is surrounded 
by a ve ritab le  sea o f ha tred on the  fa rm s. H it le r  
did no th in g  fo r  the sm all fa rm ers  and the a g r i­
c u ltu ra l laborers. T h e ir lo t  has become worse 
than ever before.

The peasants were among those m iddle class 
elements who helped boost H it le r  in to  the saddle. 
T h e ir  d is illus ion  is the  same as th a t o f the m iddle 
class in  general as H it le r  forces every a rtisan  
and m any shopkeepers and w h ite  co lla r slaves 
in to  the fac to ries  to  produce fo r  the  w ar.

The w r ite r  has a fa ir ly  sane, i f  no t com plete ly 
correct, po in t o f v iew  on the  re la tio n  between 
Nazism  and B ig  Business in  Germany. He is no t 
taken in  by the idea th a t H it le r  is  bu ild in g  a 
New  O rder aga inst the  w i l l  o f finance cap ita l. 
M onopoly cap ita lism , says Hagen, is move power­
fu l than ever. O f course, H it le r  finds i t  necessary 
to exe rt force and pressure on the  b ig  bosses 
to ge t th e ir  financ ia l support. The bankers much 
p re fe r to  invest in  stocks than in  governm ent 
paper. On th is  account, v ie w in g  H it le r ’s apparent 
independence fro m  d ire c t con tro l o f finance 
cap ita l, the  au tho r takes a cautious m idd le -o f- 
the-road pos ition :

“ This is the  present balance o f power, w h ich  
shows th a t i t  is de fin ite ly  w ro n g  to  in te rp re t the

German system as a system in  w h ich  the  Nazi 
lackey serves the in te rests  o f m onopoly cap ita l.”  
B u t then he hastens to  add: “ On the o ther hand, 
the re  is in  G erm any no B row n Bolshevism  w h ich 
would have liqu ida ted  and exp rop ria ted p riva te  
ownership. Those who hope th a t  one day the  b ig  
businessmen o f G erm any w i l l  tu rn  aga inst the 
N azi oppressor and jo in  the a n ti-N a z i f ro n t  are 
equa lly  w rong .”

Thus Hagen explodes any idea th a t the Ger­
man R evolution w i l l  receive any help fro m  the 
cap ita lis ts . He deals s im ila r ly , and qu ite  adequa­
te ly , w ith  the o th e r idea th a t the re  is a serious 
l i f t  between the N azis and the a rm y  leaders. The 
fa te  o f a ll these elements is in e x tr ic a b ly  tied  
together. W hen one goes down, a l l w i l l  go down 
together.

There rem ains then the exp lo ra tion  o f the 
moods o f the  w o rkers  inside and outside the 
arm y. Hagen reproduces fa ith fu l ly  reports  o f 
conversations w ith  w o rkers  by  those engaged so 
hazardously in  the underground German move­
m ent. W ha t do these rep o rts  show? They show 
a lack o f fa ith  o f the German w orkers  and so l­
diers in  the democracies. The German masses see 
no fu tu re  fo r  themselves in a v ic to ry  fo r  U n ited  
N ations. T h a t is w h y  Goebbels has la id  so much 
stress in  a ll h is recent propaganda— since i t  be­
came clear th a t the qu ick v ic to ry  sought by H it le r  
was elud ing h im — on the resu lts  o f a German 
defeat.

W hat Hagen D oesn ’ t See
The Nazis are aided in  th is  propaganda by a ll 

the  speeches o f the Roosevelts, the C hurch ills  and 
the S ta lins, who refuse to  d raw  any d is tinc tio n  
between the masses and the N a z i scoundrels. 
Hagen sees c le a rly  th a t th is  is a te rr ib le  b lunder, 
bu t he shuts h is  eyes to  the  rea l reasons fo r  i t .  
He w i l l  no t analyze w h y  the A llie s  re fuse to  even 
consider a European Federation o f N ations. The 
book makes an appeal aga ins t the  pos t-w ar 
p rogram  pro jected by the dem ocratic im p e ria lis ts  
on the ground th a t the German masses are held 
back fro m  re v o lu tio n a ry  action when th e y  sec 
th a t a ll they can expect fro m  the  v ic to rious  
U n ited  N a tions is a treb ly -v ic io us  V ersa illes 
T rea ty .

We agree com ple te ly w ith  Hagen th a t i t  is the 
German w o rk in g  class th a t w i l l  lead the  German 
Revolu tion aga inst H itle r .  There is no o ther force 
in G erm any to  accom plish th is  task. B u t Hagen 
refuses to d raw  the p rope r conclusion fro m  th is  
fac t. He refuses to. see th a t  th is  places the 
“ democracies”  in  a te rr ib le  dilem m a. They cannot 
ca ll on the German masses to  re v o lt aga inst H i t ­
le r, because they  know  v e ry  w e ll th a t th is  re vo lt 
could take no o the r fo rm  th a n  p ro le ta ria n  revo lu ­
tion . T h is  the y  dread m ore than  the y  fe a r H itle r .  
They see as th e ir  on ly  so lu tion  a qu ick m arch 
in to  a defeated G erm any in  order to  th w a r t  the 
aim s o f the German w orkers. The same reason 
holds fo r  th e ir  re fusa l to  g ive assent to  a E u ro ­
pean Federation. Such a Federation, fre e ly  
a rrived  at, could mean o n ly  one th in g — the 
Socia lis t U n ited  States o f Europe.

Hagen th in ks  he favo rs  a soc ia lis t w o rke rs ’ 
repub lic  fo r  the fu tu re  Germ any. B u t the  cause 
he supports stands d ire c tly  in the path o f those 
who would accomplish such a  w o rth y  aim.

— Reviewed by A. Roland

A  w o rke r, to  whom  I  have been sending T H E  
M IL IT A N T  fo r  the  past few  m onths, rece n tly  w ro te  
ask ing  me a question w h ich  I  would lik e  to answer 
here. In- p a rt, he said:

“ You say th a t the on ly  w ay to  defend the Soviet 
U n ion  is by  con tinu ing  the s trugg le  fo r  socia lism  and 
the establishm ent o f  W orke rs ’ and F a rm ers ’ G overn­
m ents w h ich  w i l l  ca ll on and aid  the  German w orkers 
-.to ove rth row  H it le r  and jo in  w ith  the S oviet U n ion 
and w o rld  masses in  a w o rld  soc ia lis t federa tion .

“ A s I  ge t i t ,  the T ro ts k y is ts  say th a t the  dem ocratic 
im p e ria lis ts  are no t in te rested in  saving the  Soviet 
U n ion bu t would p re fe r the m u tua l exhaustion o f the 
Soviet U n ion and G erm any so th a t when th e y  are 
ready the y  w i l l  be able to  both defeat H it le r  and 
sub ject the Soviet U n ion  to th e ir  ru le  b y  destroy ing  
the economic foundations o f the w o rke rs ’ s ta te  and 
opening i t  to  c a p ita lis t exp lo ita tion .

“ On the whole, I  th in k  you have a correct pos ition  
in  p rinc ip le . I  agree th a t on ly  w o rld  socia lism  in  the 
fina l analysis can save the  Soviet U n ion  and do aw ay 
w ith  im p e ria lis t w a r. B u t I  do n o t th in k  th a t yours 
is a p ra c tica l p rog ram  in  the im m edia te sense.

“ A f te r  a ll, the  Soviet U n ion  is in  te rr ib le  danger 
NO W . Unless i t  is helped now, i t  m ay n o t e x is t by 
the tim e  th a t the w orkers  o f G erm any g e t around 
to m ak ing  th e ir  revo lu tion . I  am no t ask ing  th a t  you 
g ive up you r princ ip les. B u t don’t  you agree th a t i t  
would be in  the in te rests o f the Soviet U n ion , and 
the re fo re  o f the w o rld  w o rk in g  class, i f ,  w h ile  con tinu­
in g  you r s tru g g le  fo r  socialism  and m a in ta in in g  yo u r 
p o lit ic a l opposition to  the cap ita lis ts , you advocated 
the opening o f a second f ro n t  w h ich even i f  i t  w ou ldn ’t  
solve a ll o f the problem s o f the Soviet U n ion , a t least 
would enable i t  to  have a b re a th ing  spell and to  be 
in  existence when the w o rld  revo lu tion  comes?”

Can’ t D o  B o th  at Same T im e
This is m y answer to  th a t question:
No, i t  would no t be in the in te rests  o f the w o rk ­

ers anywhere fo r  the re vo lu tio n a ry  socia lis ts  to  a t­
te m p t to  fo llo w  such a course as m y  fr ie n d  p ro ­
poses. F u rthe rm ore , i t  is im possib le fo r  anyone to 
fo llo w  such a course. I t  is im possib le-to  f ig h t  aga inst 
the cap ita lis ts  fo r  socialism  and a t the  same tim e  
to  support those cap ita lis ts  in  an im p e ria lis t w ar. 
I f  you suppo rt cap ita lis ts  in  such a w a r, you cannot 
f ig h t  fo r  socialism . You do e ithe r one o r the  other, 
no t both. You can’t  eat you r cake and have i t  on 
the tab le  too.

W h a t is im p lied  by advocating a second f ro n t?  
I t  means w a n tin g  v ic to ry  o f the im p e ria lis ts  on th a t 
fro n t. I t  means th a t in  the fa c to ry  you m ust sup­
p o rt the speed-up, you m ust oppose any m il ita n t  ac­
tion  by. the w orkers  in  defensè o f th e ir  r ig h ts  and 
conditions, i t  means th a t you m ust ask the w orkers 
no t to  f ig h t  aga ins t the ch ise ling  o f the  bosses be­
cause th a t m ig h t in te rfe re  w ith  the  production  o f 
m a te ria l needed fo r  v ic to ry  on th a t second fro n t.

S up po rting  v ic to ry  on a second f ro n t  also means 
suppo rting  a ll the fro n ts  o f the im p e ria lis ts . I f  
w orkers come and ask you i f  the y  should s tr ik e  be­
cause the boss is ch ise ling  on them  and speeding 
them  up beyond endurance, can you te ll them , “ Yes, 
s tr ik e  i f  you »  re m ak ing  w a r m a te ria l fo r  a f i r s t  
f ro n t ,  bu t don’t  s tr ik e  i f  you are m ak ing  m a te ria l 
fo r  the second f ro n t? ”  O bviously, you can’t ;  fo r  one 
th in g , you can never te ll where the m a te ria ls  w i l l  
be used; sup po rt o f one p a r t  o f the im p e ria lis t w a r 
lo g ic a lly  means suppo rt o f a ll its  parts .

T h a t is w h a t advocating a second f ro n t  means in  
practice. B u t can anyone, w h ile  seriously  fo llo w in g  
such a po licy , a t the  same tim e  cons is ten tly  f ig h t  
fo r  socialism ? You can’t  te ll the w o rkers  to  accept 
“ na tiona l u n ity ,”  th a t is, subord ina tion o f th e ir  in te r­
ests to  those o f the cap ita lis ts , and a t  the same tim e  
organize them  to  f ig h t  aga inst the  cap ita lis ts  fo r  a 
W orke rs ’ and F a rm ers ’ Government.

W h ich  Is the  P ra c tic a l P o licy?
M y fr ie n d  says th a t he agrees w ith  us “ in p r in c i­

p le”  th a t on ly  the s tru g g le  fo r  socialism  and the 
German revo lu tion  w i l l  save thé  USSR. Nevertheless 
he w ants us to  advocate an im p e ria lis t second f ro n t  
which, he also agrees, w i l l  be opened on ly  to  serve 
the im p e ria lis ts ’ in te rests , one o f w h ich  is to  destroy 
the w o rke rs ’ state. F o r th is  —  because i t  m ig h t g ive  
the Soviet U n ion  a b re a th ing  spell —  he w ants  us 
to  abandon the  on ly  po licy  w h ich  can save the w o rk ­
ers’ state. B u t w h a t good is a po licy  w h ich, w h ile  
i t  m ig h t a ffo rd  the  USSR a b re a th ing  spell fo r  a ve ry  
sho rt tim e, w i l l  mean its  ce rta in  doom because i t  
closes the  door on the on ly  rea l defense o f the USSR? 
Is th a t w h a t is m eant by  “ p ra c tica l”  po litics?

W e are a lready acqua inted w ith  th is  k in d  o f “ p rac­
t ic a l”  po litics . The S ta lin is ts  have employed i t  fo r  
qu ite  some tim e  —  and th e y  have b ro ug h t the  So­
v ie t U n ion no th in g  b u t defeats because in  re tu rn  fo r  
a few  crumbs fro m  the  im p e ria lis ts , the y  tu rned 
th e ir  backs on the  on ly  correct po licy, the  p o licy  o f 
m ob iliz in g  the rea l a llies o f the  Soviet U n ion, the 
re vo lu tio n a ry  w orkers  o f G erinany, Europe and the 
w orld . We don’t  w a n t any p a r t  o f such “ p ra c tic a l”  
po litics .

O u r P ro g ra m  Is P ra c tica l
I t  is on ly  our program , we ins is t, th a t is p ractica l. 

T h is  p rogram  is no t a new one —  i t  has been tr ie d  
before, and been proved e ffec tive  in practice. I f  no t 
fo r  th is  p rogram  —  the p rogram  o f Len in  and T ro t ­
sky  —  the Soviet U n ion  w ou ld  have been crushed 
more than 20 years ago.

In  those days, d u rin g  the C iv il W a r o f 1918-20 
and the im p e ria lis t in te rven tion , the p rogram  o f revo­
lu tio n a ry  w a rfa re  and propaganda “ w orked.”  I t  
“ w orked”  then because i t  found a llies o f the  Soviet 
U n ion in  the ranks o f the arm ies sent to  destroy the 
Soviet U n ion, and because i t  tu rned those a llie s  —  
the w orkers  and peasants —  in to  s tru g g le  aga inst 
th e ir  own c a p ita lis t m asters.

I t  can w o rk  again today too. Despite the te rr ib le  
defeats o f the la s t 15 m onths, i t  is no t ye t too 
la te  to  open the second f ro n t  o f revo lu tion . B u t the 
class-conscious w orkers  m ust understand th a t  they 
cannot open th a t f ro n t  i f  the y  suppo rt the im p e ria l­
is t  w a r.
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