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Workers Still 
O ut On Political 
Strikes In India
'Daily Worker' Boasts About Strikebreaking 
Activities of the Indian Communist Party

By F E L IX  M O R R O W

A  general s tr ik e  o f the w orkers o f the te x tile  c ity  o f Ahrned- 
abad, where some 27 per cent o f In d ia ’s te x tile  m ills  are con­
centrated, is s t i l l  go ing on a f te r  ten weeks, according to  a d is­
patch in the New Y o rk  H era ld -T ribune  o f October 24. The s tr ike , 
a p o lit ic a l one in pro test aga inst the a rre s t o f the A ll- In d ia  
Congress leaders, began on A ug us t 9, the day they were ja ile d  
by the B r it is h  au thorities .

The fa c t th a t th is  s tr ik e  is s t i l l  go ing on is a s ig n ifica n t 
ind ica tion  th a t In d ia ’s s trugg le  fo r  independence goes on unabated

A n e a rlie r H e ra ld -T ribune  dispatch, on Oct. 11, gave the 
fo llo w in g  deta ils o f the Ahmedabad s tr ik e :

“ Thousands o f spinners, weavers and o ther m illhands on 
s tr ik e  have le ft  the c ity  to re tu rn  to  th e ir  na tive  v illages.

“ I  drove th rough  the m il l be lt th is  m o rn in g  and saw its  
tenem ent dw ellings v ir tu a lly  em pty. O n ly , here and there  have 
some fam ilies  rem ained.”

We can be sure th a t the w orkers, w ith  considerable expe ri­
ence o f po litica l and trade un ion s trugg le , on re tu rn in g  to the 
v illages become leaders in  arousing the peasants to  re fuse to 
pay rents and taxes.

S ta lin is ts  A d m it S tr ik e b re a k in g

T hat the S ta lin is ts  have th rou gh ou t been p la y in g  the ro le  
o f s trikebreakers is qu ite  openly adm itted  in a dispatch m ailed 
fro m  Bombay on Sept. 6 and published in  the  Oct. 27 D a ily  
W orker. I t  says:

“ A l l  the m ills  are w o rk ing  bu t the Congress propaganda 
fo r going on s tr ik e  goes on unabated. . .

“ Now  and then the owners o f the factories, opera ting  
th rough the jobbers and clerks, manage to  inc ite  a s tr ik e  
in  one o r two m ills .

"T he  ne x t day or as soon as the m ill gates open the 
Com m unists send the w orkers back to  w o rk  fo r  the coun try ’s 
defense and th e ir  own live lihood.”

The reference to  the s trikes  as “ in c ited ”  by the owners is 
o f course the m erest subterfuge. The naked fa c t  stands ou t —1 I 
the w orkers go on s tr ik e  and the S ta lin is ts  a tte m p t to  break
the s tr ik e  in  the name o f the "c o u n try ’s defense,”  i.e., in  de fer­
ence to  B r it is h  im p e ria lism :

Even w h ile  thus openly acting  as strikebreakers, the S ta lin - I 
'.sts are constra ined to  adm it, in  another dispatch, in  the  Oct. j 
.24 D a ily  W orker, th a t “ governm ent in transigeance and mass ! 
a rres ts  are increasing b itte rness among the people.”

News has be la ted ly  a rrived  th a t the B r it is h  have removed 
fro m  office A lla h  Baksh, the M oslem P rem ie r o f Sind Province, 
w ith o u t consu lta tion  o f the p rov inc ia l le g is la tu re . T h is  makes 
th e  e igh th  o f the eleven B r it is h  provinces w h ich  no longer have 
lin y  semblance o f any ru le  o ther than  B r it is h  bayonets. Baksh 
had recen tly  been condemning the B r it is h  repressions aga inst 
the Congress.

C ensorsh ip  T ig h te r T han  E ve r
D u rin g  the past m onth, a p a rt fro m  these few  item s, v ir ­

tu a lly  no th ing  has go tten  th rough  the B r it is h  censorship and 
>cen published in the Am erican press. F o r a tim e , the re  were 
tw o  correspondents who were sending some in fo rm a tio n : A . T . 
Steele o f the Chicago D a ily  News and H e rb e rt L . M atthew s o f 
the N . Y . T im es. D u rin g  the la s t few  weeks, however, these tw o 
have been on a ju n k e t to  “ p icturesque”  and ou t-o f-the -w ay places 
in  Ind ia , away fro m  the key centers.

One exp lanation fo r  the lack o f news fro m  Ind ia  comes in  
an unsigned dispatch fro m  New D e lh i to  the Oct. 27 N . Y . T imes.
I t  says:

“ The fa c t th a t A m erican correspondents have stopped send­
ing  detailed reports  o f da ily  disturbances th rou gh ou t Ind ia  does 
no t mean they have ended. I t  is on ly  th a t they have become 
commonplace and ra re ly  assume im p o rta n t dimensions in  any 
one place.”

Is  th is  a lame excuse o f correspondents who are co llabor­
a tin g  w ith  the B r it is h  censorship —  o r is it ,  perhaps, the  on ly  
fo n n  in w h ich  one correspondent was able to  ge t a h in t  o f the 
s itua tion  th rough  the censorship? In  e ithe r case, i t  is  clear, the  
Am erican pub lic  is being deprived o f any rea l coverage o f the  
s itua tion  in Ind ia .

Perhaps fa r  more im p o rta n t than any o f the recent “ news”  
dispatches fro m  Ind ia  is W endell W illk ie ’s speech o f O ctober 26 
w h ich  qu ite  fra n k ly  indicated th a t he had no hope w hatever th a t 
the B r it is h  could h a lt the r is in g  tide  in  Ind ia .

(See the ed ito ria l, “ W illk ie ’s Speech,”  on page 4 o f th is  
issue.)

To Celebrate 25th A n n iv e rs a ry  o f 

Russian R evo lu tion On Nov. 8

• A  mass m eeting ce lebra ting  the 25th A nn ive rsa ry  o f the 

Russian Revolu tion w ill be held by the New Y o rk  Local o f 

the Socialist W orkers  P a rty  on Sunday evening, Nov. 8, a t 8 

o’clock. The m eeting w ill be held a t I rv in g  Plaza, I rv in g  Place 

and 15th S treet.

The main address o f the m eeting w i l l  be g iven by James 

P. Cannon. N a tion a l Secretary o f the S oc ia lis t W orke rs  P a rty . 

O ther speakers w ill be E lo ise B lack and Joseph Hansen, w ith  

George G ran t ac tin g  as chairm an.

Military Experts Report Needless 
Loss Of Life In Solomon Islands

(?)

It Is Time To Build An Independent Labor Party
------------- A N  E D IT O R IA L -------------

The daily press is complaining b it­
terly about the general apathy of the 
masses over this year's election cam­
paigns. It is attempting to stimulate 
a bigger vote by reminding the work­
ers that this is a year of world crisis 
and that great issues confront the peo­
ple.

It is true that great issues now con­
front the masses. But it is also true 
that these issues are not reflected in 
most of the current election campaigns.

Many workers are not concerned 
about the outcome of the elections pre­
cisely because they understand that the 
November 3 elections do not provide 
them with a genuine opportunity to 
fight for their interests at the polls.

The workers are confronted in most 
states this year as in the past w ith the 
choice between Republican and Demo­
cratic candidates —  the choice between 
Tweedledum and Tweedledec. It is not 
surprising that hundreds of thousands 
of workers have not even registered. 
They realize that the old capitalist par­
ties have nothing to offer them.

The Demdcrats and Republicans are 
campaigning on practically identical 
platforms. Both parties are supporting 
Wall Street’s war of world conquest;

both are in favor of Roosevelt's pro­
gram o f unloading the costs o f the 
war onto the backs of the working class; 
both stand for taxing the poor and spar­
ing the rich; both defend the right of 
the corporations to make tremendous 
profits; both are for hamstringing the 
union movement.

Is it any wonder that so many work­
ers feel it does not make any difference 
whether the Republican or Democratic 
candidates are elected?

Of course, the composition of Con­
gress and the personnel o f the govern­
ment do make a lot of difference to the 
workers, and they know it too. In war­
time every immediate economic prob­
lem of the workers is intimately con­
nected with political questions. Unions 
must now deal not only with individual 
employers, but with the whole appar­
atus of the government. To win even 
a nickel’s wage increase, the workers 
must fight not only the boss, but a 
pro-employer National W ar Labor 
Board and economic dictator appointed 
by the administration. To conduct a 
strike against anti-union provocations 
requires a struggle not only against the 
employer and his local agents, but alsd 
against the power and pressure of the 
whole government and its political sup­

porters, including the trade union bu­
reaucrats.

It is now no longer possible for the 
workers to better their conditions, or 
even to defend their present standards, 
by ordinary trade union methods. Now, 
more than ever, it is inadequate for the 
workers to oppose the employers on the 
trade union field while at the same time 
supporting the candidates and agents 
of the employers on the political field. 
Political action of organized labor on a 
nation-wide scale is today a crying ne­
cessity.

An independent labor party, based 
on the trade unions, armed w ith a m ili­
tant program to defend the living 
standards and the democratic rights of 
the workers, would inspire the support 
of the millions of toilers. The capitalist 
press would no longer complain that 
election campaigns are‘met with apathy 
— on the contrary, they would begin 
to complain about the whole-hearted 
enthusiasm and fighting response by the 
masses to all election contests.

It is time that the organized labor 
movement, 11 m illions strong, repre­
senting over 40 m illion people, took its 
rightfu l place as the single most power­
ful political force in the country.

Tax Law Takes Drastic
Cut In Workers’ Income

Anti-Poll Tax Bill 
Is Threatened by
Delay in Senate
Mass Pressure Is 
Needed to Force 
Immediate Vote

An anti-poll tax bill, similar 
to the one recently passed by 
the Mouse of Representatives, 
w ill soon be acted on by the 
U. S. Senate as .a whole, it  was 
decided on Oct. 26 by the Sen­
ate Judiciary Committee which 
has kept the measure bottled 
up in committee for more than 
a year and a half.

But there are s t i l l  many ob­
stacles to passage of an ti-po ll tax 
leg is la tion.

Unless the b ill is acted on and

The tax b ill which became 
law last week is a brutal blow 
at labor and at the same time 
a great victory for the capital­
ist class.

In effect, the tax bill, which 
added ¡$9,000,000,000 to pres­
ent taxes, is a wage slash for 
the working class as a whole. 
29,000,000 more workers and 
d irt farmers w ill pay taxes this 
year than did last. These work­
ers were previously exempt 
from  paym ent of taxes because of 
low incomes.

No one, m arried  or single, earn­
in g  over $12 a week w il l  be able 
to avoid paying taxes. The so- 
called V ic to ry  T ax of 5% on a ll 
wages s tarts  a t tha t figure.

Workers who earn $20 a week

it. w i l l  probably bo enacted early 
next year.

BOSSES T R E A T E D  N IC E

W hile  Congress was im posing 
taxes on workers who exis t on 
s ta rva tion  levels, i t  openly favored 
the cap ita lis t class. A ny sugges­
tion  of ce rta in  champions o f the 
m iddle class, such as LaFolle tte , 
th a t t ile  norm al and surtaxes on 
the corporations and upper income 
groups be set at 50%. was c u rtly  
rejected. The tax  was fin a lly  set, 
a t 40% on the plea of Senator 
George th a t to set the taxes at 
a figure h igher than 40% "w ould  
resu lt in  many hardships on cor­
porations.”

That this was a victory for the 
capitalist class can he clearly seen 
hy the reaction of the stock mar­
ket. When it became clear that 
Congress was going to pass the

tax bill and that profits icere go­
ing to continue at a high rate, the 
stock market soared to the highest 
point reached since Pearl Harbor.

Tbo anti-labor, pro-boss tax  b i l l 
was passed nearly  unan im ously by 
Congress. Roosevelt, the , self- 
proclaimed " f r i e n d  o f labor”  
hastened to sign the b ill.  The 
feeble protests of the CIO were 
c u r t ly  brushed aside.

W hile  in flu e n tia l spokesmen, 
such as the head o f the Senate 
F i n a n c e  Committee, Senator 
George, arose to defend the in te r­
ests o f B ig  Business, no one cham­
pioned the workers and the d ir t  
farm ers.

The tax b ill, ju s t passed and the 
new tax b ills  loom ing, prove fu r ­
the r th a t labor m ust have its  own 
p a rly  to represent i t  on the p o li­
tica l field.

Reshuffling of Officers Is No 
Guard Against Similar Disasters
Ordinary Seamen Know Enough to Avoid 
Military Blunders Committed in Pacific

B y G EOR GE C O LLIN S

M en f ig h t in g  in  a w ar c o u n t on  the  chances o f  
lo s in g  th e ir  live s  in  b a ttle .

M any so ld ie rs  and sa ilo rs  have a lready  d ie d  in  
th is  w ar as a re s u lt o f  enem y a c tion . B u t la rge  n u m ­
bers o f  m en are also b e ing  k il le d  in  b a ttle  as a re ­
s u lt o f  incom petence , s tu p id ity  and ju s t  p la in  ig n o r­
ance on  the  p a rt o f  th e ir  ow n  co m m a n d in g  o ffic e rs .

Pearl Harbor was the first example of this wanton sacrifice 
of human lives. The Roberts Commission clearly established 
that the lives of thousands of soldiers, sailors and airmen were 
snuffed out because of the failure of the high navy and army 
command to take even the most elementary precautions.

After all the shouting to ‘‘Remember Pearl Harbor” another
disaster of the same k in d  has®--------------------------------------------------------
overtaken the fig h tin g  forces in  
the Solomon Islands, reports H an­
son \V. Baldw in, ,V. Y. Times m il­
ita ry  ed ito r. A s a t P earl H arbor, 
sa ilors were trapped on th e ir  w a r­
ships and blasted to the bottom 
of the sea by the big guns of the 
Japanese fleet. F ou r cruisers, five 
destroyers and three transport 
ships were sunk.

W hile  I t  m ig h t he claimed in  
extreme c h a rity  to the Pearl H a r­
bor command th a t the  coun try  
was a t peace and d idn ’t  expect 
an attack, the forces a t the Solo­
mons were engaged in  a full-dress 
sea: a ir  and land offensive. L isten 
to B a ldw in , who w rite s  a semi­
o ffic ia l governm ent report:

B A L D W IN ’S REPO RT
“ The bad chapters o f our Solo­

mons operations fo llow ed hard 
upon the heels o f the in it ia l land­
ing . The A s to ria , Q uincy, V in ­
cennes and Canberra were sunk 
in  n ig h t action  tw o  days a fte r  the 
in it ia l land ings were made. O UR 
SH IP S  W E R E  S U R P R IS E D  
L IK E  S IT T IN G  D U C K S ; none 
o f them  had a chance to  ge t o f f  
m ore than  a few  in e ffe c tu a l sa l­
vos. They were surprised despite 
the fa c t th a t a R EPO RT S E N T  
B Y  O N E  O F O U R  P LA N E S  OF 
T H E  A P P R O A C H  O F  T H E  J A P ­
A N E S E  C R U ISER S H A D  B E E N  
R E C E IV E D  T H E  A F T E R N O O N  
PR IO R  TO  T H E  N IG H T  A C ­
T IO N .

“ They were surprised, f ir s t ,  be­
cause they had assumed a de­
fensive s ta tion , p a tro llin g  back 
and fo r th  over a fixe d  course in  
na rrow  w ate rs and a w a itin g  the

enemy instead o f go ing ou t to  
a ttack  h im . . . Second, because 
th e ir  d ispositions enabled the ene­
my to  approach a lm ost w ith in  gun 
range w ith o u t de tection ; th ird , 
because on ly  a  sm a ll p a rt o f thn 
crews were a t b a ttle  s ta tions 
when the action started , and 
fo u rth , because T H E  A D M IR A L  
IN  C O M M  A  N  D  OF T H E  
N O R T H E R N  C R U I S E R  
S C R E E N  H A D  L E F T  T H H  
S C E N E  IN  H IS  F L A G S H IP  and, 
ju d g in g  fro m  the N avy D e pa rt­
m ent’s communique, NO  O N E  
H A D  S U C C E E D E D  H IM  IN  
A C T U A L  T A C T IC A L  COM ­
M A N D .

“ On the n ig h t o f Sept. 4, th«  
L it t le  and G regory, old ‘T in  
Cans’ o f W orld  W ar I  v in tage , 
which had been converted to  l ig h t  
transports  were o f f  Lunga B ay 
p a tro ll in g ( !)  . . .T h a t n ig h t the  
old ships w ith  th e ir  fou r-inch  
‘pop’ guns fo u g h t th e ir  f i r s t  and 
la s t f ig h t  o f W orld  W ar I I .  A  
Japanese cru ise r $nd o ther ves­
sels caugh t them, as the Quincy, 
A s to ria  and Vincennes had been 
caught, S IL H O U E T T E D  B R IL ­
L IA N T L Y  IN  T H E  D A R K  
A G A IN S T  T H E  L IG H T  OF 
B U R N IN G  F LA R E S .

“ The inev itab le  resu lt o f these 
defensive d ispositions was m o r* 
loss— alm ost a ll o f  i t  caused by 
heavy concentrations o f Japan­
ese subm arines. O N E  V E S S E L 
W AS S U N K  W H E N  S T E A M IN G  
A T  A  LO W  SP E E D  A N D  O N  
A F IX E D  P A T R O L CO URSE 
IN  A R E A S  K N O W N  TO B E  IN ­
F E S TE D  B Y  E N E M Y  S U B ­
M A R IN E S .”

Cannon To Speak Over Radio 
For Breitman On October 31

signed by Roosevelt hy the last 
day of the year, i t  is au tom atica lly  
k ille d  and the long figh t to force 
a vote on the question w ill have 
to be started from  the beginning 
w ith  the seating of the new Con­
gress next. January. And a newly- 
elected Congress is always fa r 
less responsive to the demands of 
Ibe masses than one most of 
whose members are seeking re- 
election.

There is l i  I t ic  like lihood  tha t 
the Senate w i l l  act on the b ill 
u n t il a fte r the elections, o r even 
u n til a fte r A rm is tice  Day. T h is  
plays in to  the hands of the po ll 
tax congressmen opposing the b ill,  
whose strategy is to delay the be­
g in n in g  o f the discussion, so tha t 
when they s ta rt th e ir  filibus te r 
against the b ill they w ill have the 
best possible chance of ho ld ing 
ou t u n til Dec. 31.

Even i f  the filibus te r is stopped 
and ih c  b i ll is passed by the Sen­
ate. the po ll taxers s t i l l  hope to 
prevent i t  from  becoming a law, 
because the measure — w hich is 
s im ila r  but not iden tica l to the 
one passed by the House —  w ill 
have to go back to t iie  House 
where i t  may he buried in  the pro- 
po ll tax  House -Rules Committee.

I t  is therefore necessary tha t 
every w orkers ’ organ ization take 
steps at once to demand an end 
to tiie  s ta llin g  and an im m ediate 
vote on die  b ill.  I f  the b ill is 
adopted, i t  w ill be on ly  because 
of mass pressure. W ith o u t such 
pressure, the b i l l  is  a dead duck.

will have to pay $2 of this in 
tgxes if single and will have to 

+ pay 1.5% of their incomes if 
married and without dependents.

Workers who earn $30 a week 
will. pay. $$ i f  single, and if mar­
ried and, without dependents they 
will pay $1.50. Those earning 
$10 a week will pay $6.50 a week 
if single, and i f  married and with­
out dependents the taxes w ill '  ex­
tract $3.50 out of their wages.

The new levies are not the on ly 
taxes the w orkers pay. Besides 
these d irec t income taxes, the 
workers are paying the federal 
governm ent consumption taxes on 
numerous artic les. Among the 
artic les taxed are tobacco, beer 
and amusements. In  m any states 
there are general sales taxes on 
a ll goods bought by workers, be­
sides o ther types o f taxes. The 
workers also pay taxes to the lo ­
cal and state governments.

T iie  cap ita lis t class is able to 
s h ift m any taxes onto the w o rk ­
ers in  the fo rm  o f h igher prices. 
F o r example, federal and state 
tuxes on gasoline are passed on 
to the u ltim a te  consumer in  the 
form  of increased prices fo r truck- 
transported goods.

In  the year 1939. i t  was esti­
mated tha t the w orkers paid from  
17 to 21% of th e ir  wages in  b id ­
den and open national, state and 
local taxes. Since tha t year both 
concealed and open taxes have 
been increased w h ile  lens o f m il­
lions who paid' no income taxes 
because of low  wages are now on 
the tax  ro lls . •

Even before the la x  b ill was 
fin a lly  adopted. Secretary of tiie  
Treasury M orgeutliau announced 
th a t be would request $6,000,000.- 
000 in  add itiona l taxes. Th is is 
live firs t o f a long series of taxes,

NEW ARK, N. J. — James 
P. Cannon, National Secretary 
of the Socialist Workers Par­
ty, w ill deliver a radio broad­
cast on behalf of the party’s 
candidate for U. S. Senator 
from New Jersey, George Breit­
man, on Saturday, Oct. 31, from 
5:15 to 5:30 P. M. The subject 
of his address w ill be "How 
to put An E’nd to Imperialist 
war.”  It w ill be broadcast over 
Station W PAT, 930 kilocycles 
on the dial, which can be heard i 
in New York as well as in New 
Jersey.

D E N O U N C E S  L Y N C H IN G S

Before de live ring  his second 
broadcast o f the campaign, on Oct. 
24, George B re itm an issued a 
statem ent to the local press, -de­
nouncing the lyn ch in g  of th-ree 
Negroes in  M ississipp i, two of 
them s t i l l  ch ildren, and ca lling  fo r 
the im m ediate passage of the an- 
ti- lyn ch  and anti-po ll tax b ills  
w h ich are bottled up in  Congress.

“ T place the respons ib ility  fo r 
these lynehings on the Dem ocratic 
and Republican Parties.”  said 
B re itm an. “ because each of these 
parties lias been in  power over a 
period la s ting  a good m any years 
since the firs t w o rld  w ar, and

each of them has consistently re­
fused to pass the anti-lyneb and 
an ti-po ll tax b ills  when they had 
the oppo rtun ity  to do so.

“These horrible lynehings again 
emphasize the need for labor to 
organize its own party, and to 
run candidates for office who will 
fight, for the interests of the work­
ing people, including the oppress­
ed Negroes."

Two days a fte r B re itm an ’s v ig ­
orous denunciation of the enemies 
of the Negro people, the Commun­
is t P arty  began d is tr ib u tin g  in  
the Negro neighborhoods of New­
a rk  a le a fle t v ic ious ly  a ttack ing— 
B re itm an! The S ta lin is ts , who 
are supporting  most of the Hague 
Dem ocratic candidates, said:

“ The Negro people w il l  no t be 
m isled by the F if th  Column group 
beaded hy George B re itm an. can­
didate o f the Socia list W orkers 
P arty  and the newspaper. T H E  
M IL IT A N T .

"T h is  l i t t le  clique plays upon 
every ju s t grievance of the Negro 
people in  order to d irec t them 
against the war. tbc government, 
and the u n ity  necessary fo r v ic ­
to ry  over H itle r is m .”

LA B O R  P A R T Y  
P O S S IB LE  N O W

B re itm an has also called a tten­
tion  to an in te res tin g  aspect of 
the cu rre n t campaigns of Srnath- 
ers and Hawkes. Dem ocratic and 
Republican candidates fo r U. S. 
Senator:

“Notice how much of their at­

tacks on each other center around 
their respective ‘labor records.' 
Never before have capitalist party 
candidates in this state placed so 
much emphasis on such a ques­
tion.

“This indicates that they are 
beginning to be aware of the enor­
mous political power lodged, in the 
organized labor movement.

“I t  is about time that the lead­
ers as well as the ranks of the 
labor movement became equally 
aware of this potential power, and 
began to understand that, labor is 
not only strong enough today to 
launch a party of its own. but 
also to launch a party that could, 
from the very beginning, success­
fully challenge the old parties 
for power.”

(Excerp ts from  B re itm a n ’s 
second radio address of the cam­
paign w il l  bo found on page 4 
of th is  issuel. ,

Boss' Taxes Are Cut
The Oct. 29 N . Y . T im es ca r­

ries  a se lf-exp lana to ry  s to ry  
fro m  w hich we quote:

“ E arn ings o f R. H . M acy &  
Co., Inc., fo r  the s ix  m onths 
ended on A ug . I  have been re ­
vised to  g ive e ffe c t to  a reduc­
tio n  o f $236,000 in  taxes based 
on the 42 per cent ra te  enact­
ed in the 1942 revenue b ill.  . .”

The Navy has not yet released 
a casualty l is t  in  these sinkings. 
Undoubtedly they w ill be high as 
is usua lly  the case where ships 
are sunk by surprise w ith o u t a 
chance of p u ttin g  up a fight. The 
respons ib ility  fo r these deaths 
rests square ly upon the heads of 
the naval commanders who led 
th e ir  men in to  th is  trap.

A  L IT T L E  S H U F F L IN G
W hat is the Navy doing about 

the b lundering  s tu p id ity  and woe­
fu l ignorance o f its  commanders 

(Continued on page 4)

New York School 
Opens Fall Term 
On November 4

The New York School for 
Social Science w ill open its 
1942 fall term next week with 
a series of two classes on 
“ American Economy at War”  
and "  Colonial Peoples and the 
Second World War.”  The class­
es w ill be held in the New Hall, 
Second F loor, 116 U n ive rs ity  
Place; reg is tra tions are being 
taken on the F ourth  F loo r in  the 
same bu ild ing .

The classes on Am erican econ­
omy w ill begin Wednesday, Nov. 
4. at 8:15 to 9:30 P. M „ las ting  
fo r six weeks. The in s tru c to r w i l l  
be C. Charles.

The classes dealing w ith  colon­
ia l problems w i l l  also last fo r 
s ix  weeks, beg inn ing on F riday, 
Nov. 6. a t 8:15 to 9:30 P. M. T iie  
in s tru c to r w i l l  be John G. W rig h t.
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Comrades:
Since we last came together in  national conference a year ago 

in  Chicago we have had to record w ith  sorrow  the loss o f numerous 
soldiers of our cause who have fa llen  in  the fight.

In  fa r  away China a brave and selfless revo lu tion is t, the 
pioneer of Chinese communism, Chen Tu-hsiu. succumbed a t last 
to  the blows of persecution, im prisonm ent, slander and poverty 
w h ich  had rained down upon h im  through so many years o f his 
struggle. He died, as befits an honest revo lu tion is t, in  the ranks 
of the F o u rth  In te rna tiona l.

In  France a noble figh te r fo r in te rn a tio n a l communism, one 
o f the founders o f the French section of the F ourth  In te rna tiona l, 
Jean M elchler, perished before a Nazi f ir in g  squad. We do not 
doubt th a t he died bravely.

Our own pa rty  has lost five of her best and most devoted sons 
who served the pa rty  and the w o rk in g  class in  the most dangerous 
posts as m erchant seamen. Comrades Edw ard Parker, Carl Palmer, 
David Udell, Ranald Tearse, E dw in  Jaffe, have lost th e ir  lives 
a t sea, our f irs t v ic tim s  o f the im p e ria lis t war.

We honor the b righ t, untarnished names of our noble dead. 
The F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l w i l l  c a rry  on th e ir  w o rk  and keep th e ir  
m em ory green.

i t  is  more than  two years now since the assassin S ta lin  took 
the l i fe  of Comrade T ro tsky  and sought thereby to k i l l  the  move­
m ent tha t he had created and inspired. T h is  present conference 
of our party , the la rgest and most im posing in  our en tire  h is to ry, 
representing an active and grow ing pa rty , self-confident, unified 
and strong  —  th is  conference is l iv in g  testim ony, i t  is l iv in g  proof, 
th a t the assassin fa iled  in  his m ain objective. The ideas o f our 
greatest leader and, teacher live  and guide our w o rk  and struggle. 
The m em ory of our m a rty r  is w ith  us always, the in s p ir in g  force 
o f ou r indestructib le  movement.

The F if th  Convention of the Socia list W orkers Party , which 
is  the Tenth  N a tiona l Convention of the Am erican T ro tsky is ts , 
meets in  the m idst of the Second Im p e ria lis t W ar, a w ar in  which 
the U n ited States is now an open and active p a rtic ip an t. The war. 
th is  te rr ib le  paroxysm of an ou tlived social system in  its  death 
agony, dom inates eve ry th ing  in  the w o rld  today. U pon the  ou t­
come of th is  w ar depends the fu tu re , o f hum an ity . B u t we must 
understand tha t th is  w a r is not an abnorm al phenomenon. I t  is 
no t an accidental catastrophe; not an in te rlude  to be followed, in  
the course o f events, by a long period of peace and norm al func­
tio n in g  o f cap ita lis t society. On the con tra ry, th is  w ar is the most 
cha racteris tic  expression o f bankrup t cap ita lism . The w ar is the 
ve ry  image of capita lism , as i t  is now, and as i t  w i l l  be u n t il the 
workers and the oppressed peoples rise in  revo lu tion  and make 
an end o f it .

How un rea lis tic , how rid icu lous, are those people who speak 
o f se ttlin g  problems “ a fte r the w a r ;" 'w h o  set up “ Post-War P lan­
n ing  Com m ittees,”  etc.; who proceed on the theory  th a t the n a tu ra l 
o rder o f th ings is s im p ly  arrested now fo r a wh ile , and then the
w a r w i l l  end and then we w il l  settle a ll questions and begin a ll
over again. U tte r ly  utopian are a ll such Ideas. A ll the great prob­
lems w i l l  be settled in the w a r and th rough  the w a r. T h a t is the  
basic thesis o f the F ourth  In te rna tiona l.

C apita lism  today signifies perm anent w a r and un iversa l m il i ­
ta rism . And from  th is  conception we draw  our tactics and our 
strategy. We foresaw the war. We prepared fo r the war. and we 
understood tha t the w ar would pose a ll the social problems fo r 
so lu tion  by m il ita ry  means. T h a t is w hy our program  is a w ar 
program , a m il ita ry  program , w h ich  excludes any fo rm  of pacifist 
abstentlonism . That is w hy our ranks are anim ated by the con­
ception th a t in  the arena of m ilita r is m , w h ich  is today the m ain 
arena, we w ill lea rn  how to pa rtic ipa te  and how to prevail.

We meet ten m onths a fte r the fo rm a l en try  o f the United
States governm ent in to  the war. The Second W orld  W ar is a con­
t in u a tio n  of the F irs t W orld  W ar, bu t not a sim ple repe tition  by 
any means. A con tinua tion  signifies, as Comrade T ro tsky  wrote, 
a sharpening and a deepening o f a ll the features of the war. And 
ju s t as th is  w ar is not a sim ple rep e titio n  of the firs t one, a lthough

The s itu a tio n  co n fro n tin g  the revo lu tiona ry  vanguard in  th is  
war is d iffe re n t in  m any im p o rta n t respects. T h a t is w h y  those 
wretched sectarians who consider i t  su ffic ie n t to  s im p ly  repeat, 
word by  w ord, w h a t Len in  w ro te  in  1914 and 1915 are so f a r  fro m  
the re a lity  o f  the problem  o f the vanguard today. T h is  tim e , fo r  
th is  w a r, the re fo rm is t o rgan iza tions took nobody by  surp rise. In  
a l l countries there  never was any question a t  a l l w h a t pos ition  
would be taken by the Social Dem ocrats o f th e  various varie ties . 
They announced th e ir  be tra ya l beforehand. T h is  is an im p o rta n t 
d iffe rence  fro m  the side o f the  Social Dem ocrats.

L ikew ise, the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l and its  sections are n o t a 
s im ple re inca rna tion  o f the cadres created by Le n in  in  1914 and 
1915. The cadres o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l stand on the  shoulders 
o f the o r ig in a l cadres o f Bolshevism  w h ich were re form ed d u rin g  
the  w ar. They are enriched by a ll the experience o f th a t tim e  and 
a ll o f the in te rven ing  tim e. T here fore  they were able to  an tic ipa te  
th is  w a r, and to  prepare fo r  i t .  The en tire  period, especia lly since 
1929, when the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l cadres were constitu ted on 
an in te rna tiona l scale under the d irec tio n  o f T ro tsky , a f te r  his 
deporta tion  fro m  Russia— th is  e n tire  period since 1929 can be 
described as a period o f c la r ify in g  th e  p rogram , o f d ra w in g  the 
lessons o f the  experiences, o f s if t in g  and selecting the  cadres, in  
short, o f  p repa ring  fo r  the w a r and fo r  the  revo lu tion  w h ich  m ust 
issue fro m  the w ar.

Consequently, the fo rm a l e n try  o f the U n ite d  States govern­
m en t in to  the w a r la s t December produced no c ris is  w hateve r in  
the  ra n ks  o f ou r p a rty . The w a r e n try  and ten  m onths o f p a rtic ip a ­
tio n  in  the w a r have found the leadership o f  our p a r ty  un ited , the 
ranks  firm . There  has been no s ign  o f soc ia l-p a trio tic  trends o r 
tendencies; no representatives o f such tendencies have appeared 
o r b rough t fo rw a rd  any proposals in  ou r p a rty .

I t  is fro m  th is  re a lity  th a t we proceed in  discussing ou r w a r 
problem s and tasks. W e don’t  have to  begin fro m  the  beg inn ing 
by exp la in ing  w h a t is soc ia l-pa trio tism  and w h y  i t  ib w rong . W e 
don’t  have to  spend tim e  ga th e rin g  one, tw o  o r th ree  people 
w herever we can find  them  in  order to  begin anew. No, the  s itu a ­
t io n  is no t the s itua tion  w h ich  con fronted Len in  in  1914. The 
sectarians don’t  understand th is . T h a t is too bad. B u t then, i f  the y  
understood h o w to  proceed fro m  the rea l and the concrete they 
w ou ldn ’t  be sectarians.

W a r g re a tly  in tensifies and m u ltip lie s  the pressure o f bourge­
ois society on the  w o rke rs ’ vanguard. A l l  the fo rce  o f m a te ria l 
and m ora l pressure o f bourgeois society is b ro ug h t to  bear in  the 
m ost in tensified m anner a t the tim e  o f the declaration o f w a r and 
im m ed ia te ly  fo llo w in g . W ith  th is  in  m ind, and rem em bering the 
experience o f 1914-18, Comrade T ro ts k y  repea ted ly warned us o f a 
cris is  in  our ranks to  fo llo w  the pu tbreak o f the  w a r. T h is  in  spite 
o f  our long  p repa ra tion  and ou r c la rifica tio n  o f  p rogram . T ro ts k y  
warned th a t even in  our ranks we m ust expect a c ris is  when the  
pressure o f bourgeois society was b rough t to  bear in  f u l l  force 
w ith  the  e n try  in to  w a r. Now , th is  pred ic tion  o f Comrade T ro ts k y  
was no t rea lized in  the Socia lis t W orkers  P a rty . S ideline com­
m en ta to rs  and li te ra ry  c r it ic s  m ay p o in t i t  ou t as one m ore f la w

■/

Never in th is  country, and never in  h is to ry  anywhere, did a 
po litica l group make- such fu l l  and complete p o litica l u tiliz a tio n  o f 
a prosecution in a bourgeois co u rt as our p a r ty  did. W e were able 
to accomplish th is , in  sp ite  o f sm all numbers and resources, because 
we knew exactly  w h a t we wanted to do. We knew our p rogram  and 
had no troub le  in  exp la in ing  it .  O ut o f the  t r ia l  came tw o  b ig  
pam phlets o f a popu lar nature, especially devised to  exp la in  ou r­
selves in the s im p lest te rm s to  the o rd in a ry  w orker, the ran k  and 
file  Am erican w o rke r, and one pam phlet devoted to  a discussion o f 
the methods and propaganda techniques and p rinc ip les involved

There is not and there has never been the s ligh te s t p o ss ib ility  
o f m isunderstanding our position on the w a r. We were given the 
op p o rtu n ity  on December 8— the day o f ou r sentencing— to  recant. 
On December 8, the ve ry  day th a t the radios were b la r in g  w ith  
jin g o  speeches in  Congress preceding the declaration o f w ar, the 
defendants were given an op p o rtu n ity  to  disavow w ha t they  had 
said in the t r ia l .  Nobody did it .  Thus our f irs t  response to the w ar 
was an action in  court, a thousand tim es m ore im p o rta n t fro m  a 
po litica l po in t o f view  than any r itu a lis t ic  statem ent.

A  statem ent, a fte r  a ll, doesn’t  constitu te  a f ig h t a g a ins t the 
w ar. There are some people who don’t  know  th a t yet. A  sta te­
ment is a prom ise to oppose the w ar. B u t ou r stand in  the 
M inneapolis courtroom  was the th in g  its e lf.  I t  was fo llow ed tw o  
weeks la te r by m y fo rm a l declaration , as N a tion a l Secretary o f 
the pa rty , on Decemeber 22, s im p ly  re s ta tin g  w ha t we had said 
before, recanting  no th ing, chang ing no th ing. A ga in  a couple o f 
months la te r, on the occasion o f the St. Paul m un ic ipa l election, 
Comrade Grace Carlson spoke ou t again in  the s p ir it  o f the p a rty  
program . Now the p a rty  convention, rep resen ting  the whole o r­
ganization , su rvey ing  the events which have transp ired  since the 
Em ergency Conference o f the F ou rth  In te rn a tio n a l in  M ay 1940, 
once again restates the p rogram  o f Bolshevism  in  the po litica l 
reso lu tion which, I  am sure, w i l l  meet w ith  unanimous approval 
ton igh t.

So, I  repeat, no m isunderstand ing has been possible. N e ith e r 
fr ie n d  nor foe could have any doubt o f our position. Those who 
pretend otherw ise are lia rs  and provocateurs, no t m isunderstanding 
people and not honest opponents.

O ur po litica l reso lu tion  is no t a new program . I t  is no t even 
a complete resta tem ent o f the old program . I t  is intended on ly  
as a tim e ly  document, a t im e ly  supplem ent, sum m ing up and 
in te rp re tin g  in  the l ig h t  o f our program , the m ost im p o rtan t 
events which have transp ired  since the m anifesto o f the F ourth  
In te rn a tio n a l on the Im p e ria lis t W a r and the P ro le ta rian  Revolu­
tion , adopted in M ay 1940.

T ro tsky ism  is the on ly tendency on the in te rna tiona l fie ld th a t 
has been able to  surv ive  the w ar. The Second In te rn a tio n a l is 
com plete ly in the camp o f the im p e ria lis t democracies. The S ta lin ­
is ts  p u t themselves a t the service o f one group o f im p e ria lis ts  or 
another a lte rn a tive ly  according to the deals or a lliances they can 
make. They sell out the in terests o f the p ro le ta r ia t o f any country , 
inc lud ing  Russia, in  the in te rests o f the d ip lom atic  maneuvers and 
bargains o f the tra ito ro u s  bureaucracy in  the K re m lin .

The “ London Bureau” — I  ven ture  to  say th a t even comrades 
present here have fo rg o tte n  or, perhaps, never heard the name o f 
th is  vanished ghost— the “ London Bureau”  was th a t pre tentious 
in te rna tiona l o rgan iza tion  o f cen tris ts  who fo u g h t T ro ts k y  and the 
F ourth  In te rn a tio n a l too th  and n a il on the  ground o f our “ sec­
ta r ia n is m ”  and th e ir  g rea te r “ rea lism ”  and them g re a te r capacity, 
self-acknowledged, to  bu ild  mass parties. A nd  the strongest section 
o f th is  cen tris t in te rna tiona l, known as the London Bureau, was 
a r iv a l o f ours, an A m erican pe tty-bourgeo is group known, in  its  
fina l phase before its  disappearance in to  th in  a ir , as the Inde­
pendent Labor League, the Lovestoneites. The Lovestoneites 
agreed w ith  us on one po in t; th a t is, the y  saw the w a r com ing and 
they prepared in  th e ir  own w ay fo r  i t  ju s t  as we did. We prepared 
by sharpening and c la r ify in g  our program , c leaning up the rem ­
nants in our ranks o f pe tty-bourgeo is weakness. They prepared 
fo r  i t  by d isso lv ing th e ir  o rgan iza tion  before the w a r s tarted . 
Needless to  say, the leaders o f th is  group, who used to  g ive  us 
lectures on “ Len in ism ” — w ith  quotations— are beating the drum s 
fo r  the im p e ria lis t w ar. The “ London Bureau”  no longer exists on 
th is  mundane sphere.

O f the pre tentious sectarian cliques and fac tions who used to 
shoot a t the F ou rth  In te rn a tio n a l fro m  ambush and c ritic ize  us 
fro m  the “ le f t ”  —  nearly  a ll o f them  have disappeared from  the 
scene, m ost o f them in the m ost d isgracefu l m anner.

B u t the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l survives, strugg les and grows 
more confident because i t  alone has a consistent p rogram . The 
F ourth  In te rn a tion a l is the genuine h is to rica l movement, not made

France, which a fte r  the la s t w a r and the peace o f Versa illes 
was the m aster o f Europe, is today a dismembered and oppressed 
nation. H it le r  has conquei’ed a ll o f Europe and trans fo rm ed  i t  
in to  a ho rrib le  concentration camp under N azi dom ination. He 
has procla im ed a new order o f perm anent oppression and deni­
g ra tion  o f the peoples o f Europe. Some see in  these stupendous 
m il ita ry  v ic to ries  o f H it le r  and his m il ita ry  conquest o f the  con­
tin e n t o f Europe on ly cause fo r  despair. They th in k  th a t perhaps 
H it le r ’s v ic tories  are de fin itive , th a t Europe is th row n  back fo r  
decades, o r even fo r  centuries, and they envisage Europe begin­
n ing again on a ll fo u rs  to c raw l fo rw a rd  along the h is to ric  pa th  
th rou gh  the m edium o f na tiona l wars. O.thers, despa iring  o f the 
force o f the people, o f the p ro le ta r ia t o f Europe, despa iring o f 
the one idea, the one p rogram  th a t w i l l  spell H i t le r ’s doom, look 
to the A ng lo -A m erican  im p e ria lis t bandits to  libe ra te  Europe fro m  
H it le r  and trans fo rm  i t  in to  a colony o f A ng lo -A m erican  im p e ria l­
ism.

Both o f these perspectives, in our opin ion, are u t te r ly  fa n ­
tas tic , u t te r ly  removed fro m  the re a lity  o f th ings. A n d  u n fo rtu n ­
a te ly  the f irs t  tendency, the tendency to  bow down before H it le r ’s 
conquest o f Europe and regard  i t  as de fin itive , merges a ll too 
easily w ith  the second one o f tu rn in g  to  the  A ng lo -A m erican  
dem ocratic bandits fo r  re lie f fro m  H itle r . T h a t is the g re a t danger 
o f exaggera ting  H it le r ’s successes and H it le r ’s power and fo rg e t­
t in g  the power o f the p ro le ta r ia t and the re vo lu tio n a ry  pi-ogram. 
You can be ve ry  sure th a t H it le r  h im se lf and his whole gang do 
not value th e ir  conquest o f Europe h a lf  so h ig h ly  as some dis- 
p a ir in g  and disoriented people who are opposed to  Nazism  do. 
There is no doubt w hateve r th a t H it le r  w ould g la d ly  se ttle  fo r  
h a lf o f his conquest i f  he could keep the o th e r h a lf  undisturbed, 
fo r  the next period. W ha t is the m eaning o f the  'speech he made 
thq o ther day? I t  is an in d ire c t w ay  o f say ing : L e t us have h a lf  
o f w h a t we conquered and you can have the rest u n t il we s ta rt 
the  next round o f the w a r.

B u t A ng lo -A m erican  im peria lism  does no t and cannot recog­

nize H it le r ’s conquest o f Europe. H it le r ’s dom ination  o f Europe 
means in ev ita b ly  a fu r th e r  clash w ith  A m erica  and E ng land, as 
a m ino r pa rtne r, fo r  the conquest o f the w orld . Im p e ria lis tic  in ­
terests fo rb id  them  to  le t H it le r  have Europe in  “ peace”  to  ex­
p lo it and incorporate in his so-called new order. T h a t is w h y  the  
w a r in Europe is s t i l l  go ing on and w i l l  continue to  go on u n t i l  
the w orkers end i t  by revo lu tion . F o r th is  the w orkers need m ore 
than ever th e ir  own independent o rgan iza tion  and th e ir  own in ­
dependent program .

The resistance o f the oppressed and doubly exp lo ited peoples 
o f Europe prevents any s tab iliza tion  o f H i t le r ’s reg im e, leav ing  
aside the  in te rfe rence  o f the im p e ria lis t riva ls . The resistance 
o f the oppressed peoples o f Europe to H it le r  can be the  s ta r t ­
ing  po in t fo r  the revo lu tiona ry  con flag ra tion  th a t w i l l  dispose o f 
H it le r  in  passing and proceed to  the perm anent so lu tion  o f the 
European problem  by its  soc ia lis t reo rgan iza tion . The movement 
aga inst na tiona l oppression can be, and may ve ry  lik e ly  be, the 
s ta r t in g  po in t o f the inev itab le  European socia lis t revo lu tion . 
B u t th a t is on ly  on one cond ition : th a t the w o rke rs ’ vanguard  
sticks to  its  own program  and does no t adapt its e lf  to  the  p rog ram  
o f bourgeois nationa lism .

O ur reso lu tion speaks ve ry  c le a rly  and unam biguously on th is  
po in t. We say the program  o f bourgeois na tiona lism  is on ly  an­
o ther Versa illes. They w a n t on ly  to tu rn  H it le r ’s “ new o rd e r”  
upside down, dism em ber Germ any and re tu rn  to  the  European 
mad-house o f a r t if ic ia lly  d ivided states on a c a p ita lis t basis. T h a t 
is the ve ry  cause o f w a r. The ou tlived n a tion a l boundaries o f o ld  
Europe have become insuperable ba rrie rs  aga inst the develop­
ment o f the  productive forces. The system  o f p r iv a te  p ro p e rty  
combined w ith  the system o f na tiona l borders o f the states, w ith  
th e ir  s tanding arm ies, and separate m onetary systems and ta r if fs ,  
strang led the  economic developm ent o f Europe and plunged i t  
fo r  the second tim e  in a q u a rte r o f a cen tu ry  in to  the m aelstrom  
o f destructive  w a r.

(Continued on page 3)
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in our defense. These three pam phlets te s t ify  to a fu l l  and com plete 
u tiliz a tio n  o f the t r ia l  fo r  our purposes.

The w a r was declared on the ve ry  same day th a t  we were 
sentenced— December 8, 1941. T h a t c e rta in ly  was a sym bolic coin­
cidence. N o th in g  could be tte r sym bolize our irreconcilab le  opposi­
tion  to the im p e ria lis t w a r, and to  the c a p ita lis t s tate p re p a rin g  
and w ag ing  the w a r; and no th ing, also, could be tte r sym bolize 
our enemies’ recogn ition  o f our a tt itu d e  than th is  inexpungeable 
fa c t: th a t they declared w a r and sentenced the p a r ty  leaders to  
prison on the same day and a t the same hour— December 8, 1941.

a rb itra r ily ,  bu t re a lly  expressing the h is to r ic a l course o f develop­
m ent and the h is to ric  m ission o f the p ro le ta r ia t.

O ur po litica l reso lu tion begins w ith  a reference to  an im pos­
in g  series o f p rogram m atic  documents o f the movem ent o f  the 
F ourth  In te rn a tion a l. We don’t  have to  s it  down now and rack  
our bra ins to  w r ite  a p rog ram  o f M a rx ism  fo r  the present-day 
w orld . W e d idn ’t  f in d  ourselves th row n  in to  a panic and cris is  
when the w a r  s ta rted  and have to  begin then to  discuss w h a t we 
should do, as was the case w ith  the vanguard  in  1914. W e have 
a program .

Jus t le t me read th is  im posing lis t  o f documents, w h ich  are 
cited in  the opening paragraph o f ou r reso lu tion : The W a r and 
the F ou rth  In te rn a tio n a l, the fundam enta l theses, 1934, e ig h t years 
ago; the reso lu tions o f the Foundation Congress o f the  F o u rth  
In te rn a tio n a l in  1938; the S. W . P. Convention reso lu tion  on the  
Soviet Union, 1939, hammered ou t in the s tru g g le  ag a ins t the  
petty-bourgeo is renegades; the M an ifes to  o f the Em ergency Con­
ference o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l on the Im p e ria lis t W a r and 
the P ro le ta rian  R evolution, 1940; the S. W . P. Conference reso­
lu tion  on P ro le ta rian  M il i ta ry  P olicy, 1940; the M an ifes to  o f the  
Executive Com m ittee o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l on the  F a ll o f 
France, 1940, and in  defense o f  the Soviet U n ion , 1941; the  S. W . P. 
M an ifesto  on the Soviet-N azi w a r, 1941; the M an ifes to  o f the E x ­
ecutive Com m ittee o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l on A m erican in te r ­
vention and our Defense o f China, 1941; the s ta tem ent by J. P. 
Cannon on the e n try  o f the U n ite d  States in to  the w a r, 1942; and 
the S tatem ent o f Grace Carlson as a candidate o f the p a r ty  in  the 
St. Paul elections o f th is  year.

I  am not reading a lis t  o f jo u rn a lis tic  a rtic les . I  am reading 
here a lis t  o f consecutively developed p ro g ra m m a tic  documents 
in  which you can see fro m  beg inn ing to end one clear and con-, 
s is ten t line  o f concept and p rinc ip led  po licy. O ur convention reso­
lu tio n  is on very  f irm  ground when i t  says th a t we have a correct 
p rogram  w h ich  equips us fo r  the s trugg le  and th a t we have on ly  
to  app ly  th is  program  to  the events o f the day. The reso lu tion  
proceeds from  there to  analyze the events w h ich have transp ire d  
since the adoption o f those documents. One consistent p rogram . 
We have no need o f any innovations. The p ro g ra m  answers the 
fundam enta l questions. A l l  th a t was said before in  these docu­
ments w h ich I  have mentioned is tru e  and t im e ly  and p e rtin e n t 
to the problems o f the day. We are no t in terested in any propo« 
sal to change, to m od ify  o r to repud iate any p a r t o f ou r p rinc ip le d  
program  w hich has stood the tes t o f events and is m ore appro* 
p ria te  and bu rn ing  in its  app lica tion  than  ever before.

T h is applies to a ll the decisive questions th a t con fro n t the  
vanguard in  the w o rld  today. The na tu re  o f the  w a r, the  S ovie t- 
N azi s trugg le , questions o f p a r ty  o rgan iza tion , democracy and 
fascism , colon ia l s trugg le , China, Ind ia , Europe under the  iro n  
heel o f the Nazis, the national question and the  slogan o f  the 
Socia list U n ited States o f Europe —  our p rogram  has an answer 
to  every one o f those questions in  p rinc ip le . We need on ly  to  read 
our program  and understand i t  and we w i l l  find  the w ay to  answer 
the cu rre n t problem s co rrectly .

We proceed fro m  the basic analysis o f the w a r th a t is  con­
ta ined in the M an ifesto  o f the Em ergency Conference o f  the  
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l wh ich is published under the t i t le  “ The Im ­
p e ria lis t W a r and the P ro le ta rian  R evo lu tion ,”  M ay, 1940. W e 
proceed fro m  th a t analysis and app ly  i t  to  fo u r  g re a t new events 
which have transp ired  since th a t tim e. These ou ts tand ing  events 
are: (1) The F a ll o f France, June, 1940; (2 ) H i t le r ’s A tta c k  on 
the Soviet U nion, June, 1941; (3) U n ited  States E n try  In to  the  
W ar, December, 1941; (4) The G reat U psurge o f N a tio n a l S e lf- 
Confidence on the p a r t o f the Peoples o f the O rien t, the  mass o f 
the m a jo r ity  o f m ankind who are beg inn ing  to  s t ir  and to  make 
the whole w o rld  shake when they move.

In  each o f these fo u r w o rld -shak ing  events, the weaknesses 
o f cap ita lism , its  hopeless bankruptcy, its  suic ida l plunges in to  
the unknown, are c lea rly  dem onstrated. Each o f these four- events 
reveal new and m ost p rom is ing  re vo lu tio n a ry  prospects fo r  the 
p ro le ta rian  vanguard.

a con tinuation ,ne ither is the s itua tion  con fron ting  the revo lu tiona ry  
vanguard, nor its  tasks and its  problems, a sim ple rep e titio n  of 
the s itua tion  and the tasks and the problems of the revo lu tiona ry  
vanguard at the outbreak of the F irs t  W orld W ar and d u rin g  its  
course.

A ll the differences are in  our favor, i f  we understand the 
s itua tion  to the bottom. The deeay o f capita lism , which was sig­
nalized by the F irs t  W orld  W ar, has become the death agony of 
cap ita lism  in the Second W orld  W ar. The enemy, in  spite o f a ll 
superfic ia l appearances, is weaker. On the other hand, the vanguard 
of the p ro le ta ria t is better prepared and stronger today than i t  
was in  the analogous period of the F irs t W orld  W ar. I f  we are 
able to look beneath the superfic ia l appearance of th ings we must 
see tha t th is  is the fundam ental rea lity .

In  1914 the w orkers ’ vanguard met the w ar unprepared. The 
w orkers ’ parties qnd w orkers ’ organizations openly betrayed the 
p ro le ta ria t in  the war on ly  a t the last moment, not before. And 
the betrayal, the catastrophic collapse o f the parties of the Second 
in te rn a tio n a l and the trade unions caused surprise even to the 
most perspicacious of the leaders of the revo lu tiona ry  vanguard. 
When Len in  saw the ed ition  of the B e rlin  Voritarts, the o ffic ia l 
organ o f German Social-Democracy, w ith  the statem ent supporting 
the war, he expressed the op in ion th a t i t  was a forged ed ition, pu t 
out by the German general s ta ff to deceive the people of other 
countries. He knew tha t the parties of the Second In te rn a tion a l 
were corroded w ith  opportunism , but no t even Len in  was prepared 
fo r th e ir  complete betrayal in  such catastrophic form  as took place 
on tire fo u rth  o f August, 1914.

The F ir s t  W orld  W a r produced deep crises in  a l l the w o rkers ’ 
pa rties ; the  rea l discussion o f the a ttitu d e  to  be taken tow a rd  the 
w a r began on ly  a f te r  the w a r was under w ay. The w a r even 
produced discussions and sp lits  in  the ranks o f the  w o rkers ’ van­
guard. There were defections among the Bolsheviks. T h is  is h is ­
to ry  th a t is perhaps unknown to  m any comrades because Bolshev­
ism has been represented as som eth ing th a t was born  p e rfe c t and 
carried  th rough  to  v ic to ry  w ith o u t any in te rn a l d iff ic u lt ie s  or 
e rro rs  o r defections. N o t tru e  a t a ll. Bolshevism , lik e  every o ther 
c u rre n t in  the w o rke rs ’ movement, grew  and developed in  the tests 
o f action and took its  fina l shape on ly  in  the  fire  o f g re a t events.

Jus t consider on ly  these few  facts  among m any w h ich  are 
recorded in  the documented volum e on “ The Bolsheviks and the 
W orld  W a r”  published by  the Hoover L ib ra ry . The Bolshevik 
Com m ittee o f O rgan iza tions Abroad d is in tegra ted . O f the fiv e  
members, tw o  enlisted in  the French a rm y ; a th ird  m em ber w ith ­
drew. Lenin and Z inov iev rem ained as the  representatives o f the 
C entra l Com m ittee o f the Bolsheviks abroad to e laborate the  w a r 
p rogram  o f the  p a rty . A t  a P aris  m eeting  o f the  Bolsheviks in  
A ugust 1914, eleven ou t o f n in e ty -fo u r present favored a po licy  o f 
ciefensism, m ore than 11%. The Geneva section o f the  Bolsheviks 
opposed w ith  m any objections the f irs t  theses subm itted by Lenin 
and Z inoviev. Shliapnikov, a p rom inen t B olshevik w o rk e r fro m  
Russia, who spoke to  the Swedish Socia l-Dem ocratic Congress in 
Novem ber 1914, stated th a t the  Bolsheviks in  Russia had been 
taken by surp rise ; they had fe l t  confident th a t the socia lis t pa rties  
o f Europe would be able to  stop the w a r and were dismayed when 
the w a r broke out in fu l l  fu ry  w ith  the support o f the  o ffic ia l 
Socia list Parties.

Needless to  say, I  m ention these fac ts  n o t a t a ll to  denigrate 
the Bolsheviks, b u t ra th e r to show, on the con tra ry , w h a t a heavy 
task confronted Lenin, even in  his own p a rty , in  shaping the 
revo lu tiona ry  po licy  tow ard  w a r. Le n in ’s problem  was the problem  
o f c la r ify in g  the p rogram  o f the  vanguard a f te r  the  w a r had 
started . I t  was the problem  o f re h a b ilita tin g  M arx ism  on the in ­
te rna tion a l fie ld and o f ta k in g  the banner ou t o f the treacherous 
hands o f the petty-bourgeo is opportun is ts  and social p a trio ts . Lenin 
had the problem  o f fo rm in g  the f irs t  cadres, o f g e ttin g  lip id  o f two, 
three o r five people, in  o rder to begin a ll over aga in  the  w o rk  o f 
bu ild ing  a bona fide re vo lu tio n a ry  in te rna tiona l p a rty .

in  T ro ts k y ’s in fa ll ib i l ity .  In  re a lity , w ha t is shown is th a t T ro tsky  
builded be tte r than he knew. The ranks o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l 
th roughou t the w o rld  have stood up f irm ly  against the w a r, against 
a ll the pressure and persecution o f the  class enemy. T h a t gives us 
a ll the more assurance o f our r ig h t  to  v ic to ry  in  and th rou gh  the 
w ar.

O ur u n ity  is somewhat d is tu rb in g  to  ce rta in  people who don’t  
seem to  be able to  take care o f th e ir  own a f fa irs  bu t are very 
anxious to  arrange ours fo r  us. I  am speaking o f the medicine men 
o f, pe tty-bourgeo is rad ica lism . B e ing p o lit ic a lly  unemployed other- 

• w ise, they have appa ren tly  settled down to  the ra th e r u n g ra te fu l 
and m iserable occupation o f unacknowledged physicians fo r  our 
p a rty . They a re  g re a tly  w o rried  about the  fa c t th a t we have so 
much u n ity  in  ou r ranks, th a t we are free  fro m  crises and fac tio na l 
figh ts  and feve rish  s tru g g le  over c o n flic tin g  program s. These 
quack doctors don’t  understand th a t we are w e ll, we a re  healthy, 
we are free  fro m  a w a r cris is , not by accident o r the grace o f God, 
bu t because we cured ourselves o f the pe tty-bourgeo is sickness in  
good tim e. We had the good fo rtu n e  to  have an an tic ip a to ry  cris is  
before the U n ited  States entered the w a r, a cris is  w h ich  we con­
quered w ith  the help o f T ro tsky . We secured our in te rn a l peace 
by a tim e ly  preventive war.

As fa r  as our leadership is concerned we have, so fa r ,  required 
no new discussion o f fundam enta l p rogram  in  re la tio n  to  the w ar. 
O ur problem  has been much s im p ler, the  problem  o f how to  
m a in ta in  ou r position and c a n y  on our w o rk  to  the  best advantage 
and w ith  the greatest possible u t il iz a t io n  o f le g a lity  under the 
conditions o f w ar. These are no t easy tasks, bu t they  are m in o r 
and secondary A nd  th e ir  accom plishm ent is g re a tly  fa c ilita te d  by 
the fa c t th a t we are un ited  on the basis o f a princ ip led  program . 
Le n in ’s problem  in  1914 was the problem  o f c la r ify in g  the  p rogram  
and o f selecting cadres on the basis o f it .  O ur problem  is th a t o f 
the app lica tion  o f the program , o f devis ing e ffec tive  propaganda 
approaches to  the p a tr io t ic  w orkers  o f today who w i l l  be the 
re v o lu tio n a ry  figh te rs  o f tom orrow . O ur in te rn a l cohesion, based 
on ou r p rog ram m atic  u n ity , enables us to tu rn  ou r a tte n tio n  ou t­
w ard  ra th e r than inw ard . Hence the emphasis in  ou r press and 
in  a ll ou r a g ita tio n a l w o rk  on our tra n s itio n a l demands, and on 
the slogans o f our m il ita ry  po licy  addressed to the ra n k  and file  
workers.

On the eve o f the U n ited  States e n try  in to  the w a r we had a 
rehearsal in  the M inneapolis t r ia l .  W e were g iven the o p p o rtu n ity  
to  tes t the firm ness o f the p a r ty  leadership and the seriousness o f 
its  allegiance to  p rinc ip le  under persecution and pressure on the 
ve ry  eve o f the w a r.T ha t was an advantage fo r  the  p a rty , i f  you 
look a t the t r ia l  f ro m  a broad p o lit ic a l s tandpo in t and d isregard 
fo r  the m om ent the  possible consequences fo r  some o f the in ­
d iv iduals. The t r ia l  was a stroke o f p o lit ic a l good fo rtu n e  fo r  our 
movement, b u t we were en titled  to  th a t, too, because we had lived 
r ig h t.

The t r ia l  was a fo ru m  fo r  us, a fo ru m  fro m  w h ich to  popularize 
ou r p rog ram  and p roc la im  our a tt itu d e  tow a rd  the approaching 
w ar. I  th in k  we made fu l l  use o f the  e x tra o rd in a ry  op po rtu n ity .
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I t  is  sheer in san ity  to  contem plate a re tu rn  to th is  s ta rt in g  
po in t. We say th a t under no circum stances can any section o f 
the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l adapt its e lf  to  these b lind  and mad> peo­
ple who w an t to go back to  Versa illes, who propose to  solve the 
problem  o f Europe by res to rin g  the ve ry  conditions w h ich p rec i­
p ita ted  Eyrope in to  th is  w ar. N o t backward, bu t fo rw a rd !— th a t 
is the slogan Europe needs. F o rw a rd  to the soc ia lis t reo rgan iza tion  
o f Europe. The lead ing and g u id ing  slogan o f th a t f ig h t is, and 
on ly  can be, “ The Socia lis t U n ited  States o f Europe.”

R evo lu tionary  M a rx is ts  are fo r  se lf-de te rm ina tion  as a p r in ­
cip le  o f the program , and thereby they are fo r  na tiona l freedom  
fro m  a ll fo rm s o f oppression o r na tiona l coercion. W e are, and we 
should be, the forem ost figh te rs  and champions o f resistance to

We don’t  have to  say much about the S ov ie t-N az i w a r in  ou r 
convention. We discussed th a t question a t the  la s t convention, i f  
you rem em ber. We had to  debate w ith  Professor B urnham  there. 
P rofessor B urnham  said th a t we were a llies o r in d ire c t supporters 
o f H it le r  because we were defending the  Soviet Union. Comrade 
Goldman did such a good job  o f th a t debate th a t we don’t  have to 
repeat i t  here. B u t I  m ust say th a t, again on th is  po in t, w e are 
the one and on ly  p o lit ic a l movem ent th a t does no t have to  re tra c t 
a n y th in g  o r keep qu ie t about an y th in g  th a t was said before. We 
understood th is  question also and we prepared fo r  it .  A nd we alone 
were correct.

The fu g itive s  fro m  Bolshevism  expounded a m agnificent 
theory  to  the e ffec t th a t the o r ig in a l S ovie t-N azi pact was based 
on an “ a f f in ity  o f ideologies.”  T h is  theory , spun ou t o f th in  a ir , 
a long w ith  the the.ory o f “ Soviet im p e ria lism ,”  succumbed to  the 
ve ry  rea l and substan tia l co n flic t o f  social systems and economic 
in te rests  between German im peria lism  and the degenerated w o rk ­
ers’ state. We m ainta ined a ll the tim e— i t  was stated a lready in 
1934 in the theses “ W ar and the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l” — th a t 
regardless o f how the Soviet U n ion m ay be a llied  in  the beg inn ing 
o f the w a r, the w a r in  the course o f its  development m ust in e v ita b ly  
lead to  an a ttack  upon the Soviet U n ion by one o f the im p e ria lis t 
camps, w hethe r a llied w ith  i t  in  the beg inn ing o r not, o r by  a l l o f 
them  un ited . We held th a t the Soviet U n ion , s tand ing even as the 
p roduct o f a strang led and betrayed revo lu tion , is  in  the  m ost 
p rinc ip led  opposition to  the im p e ria lis t states, and th a t w a r be­
tween them  couldn’t  be prevented. We were prepared fo r  th is  
even tua lity , and we now on ly  have to  resta te  w h a t we declared 
before, th a t we defend the Soviet U n ion  fo r  reasons th a t  we have 
expla ined m any tim es. The position taken in  ou r la s t convention 
can be adopted in th is  convention w ith  on ly  a change o f dates 
and a few  supplem enta ry rem arks to  b r in g  i t  up to  date. The 
princ ip led  line  was absolute ly  c lear and correct and rem ains so.

We don’t  support S ta lin ism , we support the w o rkers ’ state. We 
support w h a t rem ains o f the grea test revo lu tion  in  the h is to ry  o f 
m ankind because we never abandon a conquest' w h ile  i t  s t i l l  has 
l i fe  in  it .  The w o rs t and m ost despicable a ff lic t io n — the charac­
te r is t ic  m alady o f pe tty-bourgeo is rad ica ls— is th is  p ropens ity  to 
g ive  up a ba ttle  before i t  is lost. T ro ts k y  said, those who w i l l  not 
defend an old conquest w i l l  never be capable o f f ig h tin g  fo r  new 
ones. The Soviet Un ion rem ains the grea test conquest o f the 
p ro le ta r ia t in  a ll its  h is to ry . In  sp ite  o f eve ry th ing , i t  s t i l l  stands. 
The Soviet w orkers know  th is . They s t i l l  g ive  the  w o rld  a demon­
s tra tio n  o f heroism, o f capacity fo r  sacrifice, such as the y  could 
no t even dream o f in those countries where the  w orkers do no t 
fee l th a t the y  have an y th in g  to  f ig h t  fo r .

When the U n ited  States entered the w a r i t  c e rta in ly  wras no 
surp rise  to us. I t  was no surp rise  to  any grow n-up person. O ur 
position  on the w ar, as I  have rem arked before and as ou r reso lu­
t io n  says, was stated in the M inneapolis t r ia l  on the  basis o f the 
p ro g ra m m a tic  documents th a t we had prev ious ly  adopted. O ur 
position  today is the same. N o t on ly  ave we opposed to Am erican 
im peria lism  and consequently to  its  w a r; we are also opposed to  
the  theory  th a t Am erican im peria lism  is inv inc ib le  and w i l l  conquer 
the  w o rld  and live  a thousand years. W e see the  U n ited  States 
driven  by contrad ictions. I t  is caught in  the hopeless decay o f 
cap ita lism  as a w orld  system and is go ing down w ith  it .  The fo rm a l 
e n try  o f U . S. im p eria lism  in to  the  w a r is no t an expression o f its  
s treng th , b u t o f its  incurable m alady.

They have day-dream s in  W ash ing ton o f A m erica  rep lac ing  
B r ita in  as m a s t  e r  o f the w orld , o f po lic ing  the  whole 
o f th is  vast globe w ith  its  teem ing m illio ns  o f people, o f becoming 
the center o f t r ib u te  and p lunder to  be extracted fro m  the to i l  
o f  a ll the peoples o f the w orld . They dream , as th is  m ad-man 
H it le r  dreams, o f a thousand years o f w o rld  m astery. They w il l  
never rea lize  th e ir  dream, and we w i l l  do our p a rt to  see th a t 
th e ir  d is illus ionm ent does not come too la te .

The w orkers in  the U n ited  States are the  pow er; th e ir  power 
is  fa r  g rea te r than  th a t o f a ll the m aster-m inds, the exp lo iters, 
the generals and the statesmen. The w orkers  o f the U n ited  States 
have been betrayed by th e ir  o ff ic ia l organizations,, they  have been 
betrayed by th e ir  whole o ffic ia l leadership. B u t these leaders, 
a f te r  a ll, are on ly  tra n s ito ry , f i l l - in  men. T h e ir days are numbered. 
The rea l s p ir it  and q u a lity  o f the Am erican p ro le ta r ia t are shown 
by the  fa c t th a t they m ore than doubled the m em bership o f the 
trade  unions in  the space o f less than ten years. F ive  m illio n  
w o rkers  organized themselves in a series o f g re a t class ba ttles. 
The Am erican w orkers g ive fo rm a l obeisance to  the  w a r  m a in ly  
because they have been deluded in to  the idea th a t th a t is  the 
on ly  w ay to  f ig h t H itle r is m . They w a n t to  f ig h t H itle r is m — and 
the y  are r ig h t  in  th a t im pulse— and the re v o lu tio n a ry  class w ay 
o f w ag ing  the fig h t, the w ay ou tlined in  ou r program , rem ains as 
y e t unknown to  the vast m a jo r ity .

B u t in  sp ite  o f th a t, in  sp ite  o f th e ir  support o f the w a r, the 
Am erican workers, every chance they  get, dem onstrate th e ir  
h o s t ility  to  every encroachment o f the bourgeoisie a t home. They 
res is t step by step every a tte m p t to  take fro m  them  those th ings  
the y  re a lly  value and treasure, which they have won in  s tru g g le —  
th e ir  unions, th e ir  w o rk in g  conditions, hours, wages, etc. W ith  the 
fu r th e r  development o f the w a r and the te rr ib le  d is illus ionm ent 
th a t  m ust come to the masses o f the people when the burdens o f 
the  w a r la y  m ore and m ore upon th e m ; when the f ig h t fo r  the ve ry  
sm allest economic question becomes o f necessity a p o lit ic a l s tru g ­
g le— then, we can be confident, the p o lit ic a l aw akening o f the 
A m erican  p ro le ta r ia t w i l l  no t la g  fa r  behind. T h a t aw akening can 
come long before the im p e ria lis ts ’ rosy dreams o f w o rld  conquests 
are realized. These dreams w il l  be in te rru p te d  fo reve r by the 
Am erican w o rk in g  class.

The fo u rth  g re a t w o rld  event, o r ra th e r a connected series o f 
events, w h ich we m ention in  ou r reso lu tion , is the upsurge o f 
na tiona l self-confidence in  Asia . In  1917 the  im p e ria lis t chain 
broke a t its  weakest lin k , backward Russia. There are m any in ­
dications th a t th is  tim e  A sia , wh ich in  tw o  countries alone— China 
and Ind ia— has a popu lation am oun ting  to  tw o -f if th s  o f hum an ity , 
w i l l  prove to be the weakest lin k  in  the  chain o f w o rld  im peria lism .

H itle r . I t  is stated in our reso lu tion th a t the w orkers o f Europe 
m ust pu t themselves a t the head o f th is  movem ent o f s trugg le  
aga inst H it le r .  The parties o f the w o rke rs ’ vanguard— the sections 
o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l— should p a rtic ip a te  in  th is  movement 
w it l i  th e ir  own program , and lead i t  to  its  soc ia lis t goal.

T h is  is one o f the  m ost in te re s tin g  and t im e ly  questions 
which we have fo rm u la ted  succinctly  in  ou r reso lu tion ; i t  is  being 
dealt w ith  a t g re a te r leng th  in  the In te rn a tio n a l B u lle tin , as you 
have noted. I t  w i l l  be discussed fu r th e r  in  our theore tica l magazine. 
O ur N a tion a l Com m ittee has pa rtic ip a ted  in  th is  in te rna tiona l 
discussion Jby the adoption o f its  basic theses in  those paragraphs 
o f our reso lu tion dealing w ith  the  question, and w h ich  w i l l  be 
elaborated and developed in  fu tu re  artic les . We th in k  our reso lu­
tion  indicates the correct line  and have no doubt th a t i t  w i l l  p reva il 
th roughou t the In te rn a tio n a l when the discussion is completed.

W hen we see w ha t is done by those Soviet w orkers today, 

a fte r  a ll these years o f s trangu la tion* by the bureaucracy, a fte r  
a ll these years o f bureaucratic degeneration, we ge t a g lim pse o f 
the  boundless power o f the p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion . W e can see 

w h a t m iracles o f energy w i l l  be released by the p ro le ta r ia t o f 
Europe when i t  fin a lly  un ites w ith  the Russian p ro le ta r ia t on the 
revo lu tiona ry  program . W ha t could the  state o f the w o rld  be 

today i f  the re  had been ju s t a l i t t le  m ore energy and capacity  in  
the vanguard o f the p ro le ta r ia t to  lead G erm any to  a successful 
p ro le ta ria n  revo lu tion ! A l l  the ob jective conditions fo r  the v ic to ry  
were present; on ly the leadership was lack ing . Im agine the un ion 
o f Soviet Russia and Soviet G erm any as an economic and m il ita ry  
power, w ith  a ll the irres is tab le  m ora l fo rce  th a t would be generat­
ed by such a union.

I f  the German revo lu tion  had no t been defeated, i f  i t  had 
succeeded, we w ouldn ’t  be s tand ing here today discussing the  p ro ­
gram  o f ove rth row ing  Am erican im peria lism . W e w ould  more 
lik e ly  be discussing ways and means o f fin ish in g  up the s trugg le  
against the rem nants o f the counter-revo lu tion . The fa c t  th a t the 
w orkers in  Russia took power, the fa c t th a t they had a p a r ty  able 
to  lead the v ic to rious s trugg le  fo r  power— th is  gives us the  as­
surance fo r  a ll t im e  th a t the w orkers  a re  capable o f producing 
such a p a r ty  and such a leadership in  o th e r countries and on an 
in te rna tiona l scale. Even i f  the revo lu tion  fa ile d  once and tw ice, 
h is to ry  is s t i l l  pushing re len tless ly  in  the d irec tio n  o f its  eventual 
v ic to ry .

We are proud o f our record on the Russian question. W h a t­
ever m ay be fa ll, w ha teve r fu tu re  defeats m ay be in  s tore before 
the Russian revo lu tion  begins the ascending c lim b again, no t one 
sta in  o f d ishonor w i l l  f a l l  upon the banner o f the  F o u rth  In te r ­
na tiona l. I t  w'as the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l, i t  was T ro ts k y  and his 
disciples, who before any others began the s trugg le  against 
treacherous and degenerating S ta lin ism . I t  was the F o u rth  In te r ­
na tiona l w h ich explained, on the basis o f M arx ism , the  causes o f 
the degeneration. A nd in  sp ite  o f a ll the  slanders, the fram e-ups, 
the persecutions, the blood o f our comrades shed by the  renegade 
bureaucracy, we never sought to  take revenge on the  Soviet U n ion ; 
we never once fa lte re d  in its  defense. I f  the Soviet U n ion should 
fin a lly  succumb to the s tra n g u la tin g  g r ip  o f the bureaucracy on 
the one side, and the blows o f im p e ria lism  on the o ther— even 
then no one can ju s tly  say by so much as one w ord  th a t the 
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l fa ile d  in  it's d u ty  o f de fend ing the Russian 
revo lu tion  to  the ve ry  end. T h a t is one o f the proudest assets o f 
our movement.

In  the f irs t  W o rld  W a r the peoples o f A s ia  were p ra c tic a lly  non­
ex is ten t p o lit ic a lly , passive, scarcely heard fro m  in  the  g re a t 
reverbera tions o f the w orld . In  th is  w a r, f ro m  the  beginning, the 
masses o f A s ia  are in the ve ry  center o f events and are exe rting  
a decisive in fluence upon th e ir  fu r th e r  development. Here is the 
source o f the m ost op tim is tic  re vo lu tio n a ry  hope.

We know Len in ’s program , the p rogram  o f the a lliance o f 
the p ro le ta r ia t in the advanced countries w ith  the  s tru g g le  o f the 
colonial peoples fo r  independence and free  na tiona l development. 
In  th is  trend  o f events in  the O rien t we see again a b r i l l ia n t  con­
firm a tio n  o f th is  m a s te rfu l idea. The p ro le ta r ia n  revo lu tion  in  
Russia awakened the A s ia tic  people. N ow  the  in su rg en t people o f 
China and Ind ia , in  tu rn , can s tim u la te  a mass movem ent o f the  
w orkers  in the im p e ria lis t centers and, tog e the r w ith  them , begin 
the upw ard march o f hu m an ity  fro m  the black abyss o f im p e ria lis t 
reaction, decay and w ar.

We alone expected these grave events and counted on them . 
The W orld  Congress o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l in  1938, consider­
in g  the approaching w ar, said th a t some o f the  colon ia l o r  sem i­
colon ia l countries would undoubtedly a tte m p t to  u t iliz e  the w a r 
in  order to  cast o f f  the yoke o f slavery. The W o rld  Congress o f 
1938 no t on ly  an tic ipa ted  th a t the  colon ia l people w ould rise  d u r­
in g  the w a r, bu t in  advance characterized th e ir  w a r as n o t im ­
p e r ia lis t bu t lib e ra tin g . T h a t is precise ly w h a t the  peoples o f 
China and Ind ia  are doing. They arc u t il iz in g  the  w a r to  the best 
o f th e ir  a b ili ty  to ga in  some freedom  fo r  themselves. W e fu l ly  
support them  in  every step fo rw a rd  the y  make, regard less o f the  
in it ia l auspices o f the strugg le . W e are n o t champions o f the  
co lon ia l bourgeoisie. W e are champions o f the leadership o f the 
colon ia l p ro le ta ria t. B u t we support each and eve ry  fo rw a rd  step 
th a t the  na tiona l bourgeoisie is compelled to  take , in so fa r as i t  
helps the movem ent fo rw a rd .

The M an ifesto  o f the Em ergency Conference o f the  F o u rth  
In te rn a tio n a l in  M ay 1940, again sta ted : “ B y  its  v e ry  c rea tion  o f 
enormous d iff ic u lt ie s  and dangers fo r  the im p e ria lis t m e trop o litan  
states, the w a r opens up w ide poss ib ilities  fo r  the oppressed peo­
ples. The ru m b lin g  o f cannon in  Europe heralds the  approaching 
hour o f th e ir  lib e ra tio n .”

W ha t p rophetic  words were w r it te n  tw o  and one-ha lf years 
ago by Comrade T ro ts k y  when he d ra fted  the  m an ifesto  o f the 
Em ergency Conference! He foresaw  th a t p rec ise ly  in  backward 
Asia , the weakest lin k  o f the im p e ria lis t cha in m ay snap and 
create the  conditions fo r  the b reaking o f im p e ria lis t dom ination 
everywhere.

Consider the Chinese figh t. F ive  years o f  m il i ta r y  resistance 
to  the  power o f Japanese im peria lism , f iv e  years o f m il ita ry  
resistance, n o t thanks to  Chiang K ai-shek and h is  bourgeois 
regim e, bu t despite i t ;  despite the s tra n g u la tio n  and re s tr ic tio n  
o f the popu lar mass m ovem ent by the in n a te ly  treacherous bourge­
ois ru le. W e see in  th a t five  years fig h t, carried  on under such 
d ifficu ltie s , w h a t la te n t powers reside in  the  Chinese people, w h a t 
energies w ou ld  have been released had the g re a t Chinese revo lu ­
tio n  o f 1926-27 been p ro pe rly  led and n o t betrayed in to  the hands 
o f its  enemies. One o f the g rea test crim es o f S ta lin ism  is thé 
be traya l o f the Chinese revo lu tion .

W e know  Chiang K ai-shek as the hangm an o f the  Chinese 
revo lu tion , aided by S ta lin . B u t despite Chiang K a i-shek and 
against h im , the  F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l and its  heroic Chinese sec­
tio n  has supported China in  the w a r aga inst Japan; and, in  the

opinion o f our N a tion a l Com m ittee, there is no va lid  reason to  
change now. To be sure, the U n ited  States im p e ria lis ts  w’ould like  
to take the  place o f Japan in  China. There is no doubt o f tha t. 
There is no doubt th a t th e ir  aim s in  the O rien t are n o t benevolent 
bu t preda to ry. The replacem ent o f Japan in  China and the sub­
ju g a tio n  o f China to  the exp lo ita tion  o f the U n ited  States money 
gang is undoubtedly one o f th e ir  g re a t aim s in  the w ar. B u t i t  is 
fa r  from  rea liza tion  yet. M eantim e, China exerts  more indepen­
dence than ever, both in the  a ttitu d e  o f its  people and in  the 
d is to rted  expressions w h ich th is  a tt itu d e  finds in  the p o licy  o f 
the bourgeois governm ent o f China.

W e had w onderfu l gems o f w isdom  on th is  question fro m  the 
ex-disciples o f the la te  pro fessor Burnham . China was supported 
by the F ourth  In te rn a tio n a l and, fro m  fo rce  o f hab it, the y  also 
continued to support China up u n t il December, 1941. A nd  then 
w hat happened ? The U n ited  States ou t-post in  H a w a ii was bombed 
by the Japanese; the ne x t day A m erica  declared w a r on Japan; 
and then, ipso facto, as the y  say in  lega l circles, we learned th a t 
no more support o f the Chinese w a r aga inst Japan could be 
allowed. The fa c t th a t the ve ry  f irs t  m il i ta ry  consequence o f the 
w a r was the fu r th e r  iso la tion  o f China, the  c u tt in g  o f the  B urm a 
road, and the necessarily g re a te r reliance o f China on he r inde­
pendent s trugg le— these fac ts  counted fo r  no th ing . O ur po licy 
was supposed to  be determ ined, au tom atica lly , i t  would seem, by 
the developments o f d ip lom acy in  W ash ing ton and Tokio . W e ll, 
the ve ry  k indest th in g  I  can say fo r  th a t k in d  o f th e o ry  is th a t i t  
is absurd schematism. However, th a t is no t a ju s t  appra isa l, such 
as one m ig h t make o f the position o f a genuine sectarian le f t is t  
who is a t least a revo lu tion is t— as T ro ts k y  said— in  h is ow n 
im agination . I  th in k  th is  is an a r t if ic ia l le ft is m , rep resen ting  a 
belated a tte m p t to compensate fo r  e rro rs  made in  the  o the r d irec­
tion , e rro rs  which amounted to crim es and be trayals . Th is pseudo­
le ft is m  easily tu rns  ou t to  be p o lit ic a l treachery  on the  p a r t  o f 
people who are re a lly  beginn ing to  be experts in  th is  business.

We support China aga inst Japan as we support In d ia  aga inst 
G reat B r ita in , as long as the w a r involves the Chinese masses and 
the element o f independence predom inates. W e don’t  support the 
U n ited  States aga inst Japan, and needless to  say, we don’t  support 
Japan aga inst the U n ited  States. W e support China aga inst a ll 
the im p e ria lis ts , and in  th is  p a rtic u la r case, aga ins t <he im ­
mediate enemy, Japan. A nd in  the fu r th e r  developm ent o f m il i ta r y  
events, i f  A m erican im peria lism  replaces Japan, ou r a tt itu d e  
rem ains fundam enta lly  the same. We w on’t  q u it  sup po rting  C hina; 
we w i l l  continue sup po rting  i t  aga inst the  enemy o f the moment, 
A m erican im peria lism  instead o f Japan. T h a t is the Le n in is t po licy  
which a lw ays seeks an opening fo r  p a rtic ip a tio n  in  the  s trugg le , 
not a loop-hole to  escape fro m  it .  N o th in g  has happened y e t to  
change fundam en ta lly  the  s itu a tio n  which prom pted the F o u rth  
In te rn a tio n a l to  declare its  support o f  the Chinese w a r in  1937, 
five years ago.

Ind ia  was awakened by the w a r and is p ro pe rly  ta k in g  ad­
vantage o f the  d iff ic u lt ie s  and weaknesses o f the B r it is h  E m p ire  to 
advance her own r ig h t fu l c la im  to  independence. In d ia ’s fo u r  
hundred m illio n  people are r is in g . T h a t is the g re a t m is fo rtune  
o f w o rld  im peria lism , and a t the  same tim e , i t  is  the source o f 
re vo lu tio n a ry  hope and in sp ira tio n  fo r  the w orkers o f the  en tire  
w o rld . We foresaw  th is  also. W e prepared fo r  it ,  we and ou r co- 
workers th roughou t the w orld .

The g re a t s trugg le  in  Ind ia  is beg inn ing to develop under the 
leadership o f the Congress, th a t  is, the na tive  bourgeoisie. W e 
support th is  movement, th is  action, because, as Comrade T ro ts k y  
w ro te  in  his Open L e tte r  to  the W orkers  o f Ind ia , we support 
every s ingle sm all fo rw a rd  step the  bourgeoisie m ay fee l obliged 
to  take under the  pressure o f  the masses. B u t w h a t W'e see and 
w h a t we count on is the sweeping m ovem ent o f the masses. W e 
support the f irs t  steps even though they  are in it ia te d  o r fo rm a lly  
sponsored by others, in  order to  a id  the  mass m ovem ent to  develop, 
on a w id e r basis, break ou t o f the  n a rro w  bounds o f the  program  
o f the na tiona l bourgeois leadership, and even tua lly  tu rn  aga inst 
them too, to the f u l l  un fo ldm ent o f the m ovem ent o f the masses 
on the p rogram  o f the perm anent revo lu tion .

The w o rkers ’ vanguard  in  In d ia  enters the s tru g g le  w ith  a 
rounded-out program , w ith  selected and capable cadres, w ith  
qualified leaders who have recen tly  consolidated the  groups in  
Ceylon, B urm a and Ind ia  in to  one cen tra lized organ iza tion , the 
B o lshev ik -Len in is t P a rty  o f Ind ia . T h is  p a r ty  has fo rm a lly  a f ­
filia ted  to the F o u rth  In te rn a tion a l.

The convention should fo rm a lly  send the Ind ian  comrades o u r 
greetings and ou r prom ise to  g ive them  a ll possible he lp in  th e ir  
g re a t h is to ric  s trugg le .

I t  ce rta in ly  would be a good th in g  i f  th is  could be the key 
note o f our convention: an action o f in te rn a tio n a l s o lid a r ity  in  
behalf o f a section o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l w h ich  is on the 
line  o f f ire .  T h a t would sym bolize the g ra titu d e  we fee l fo r  a ll the 
good th ings  th a t have been g iven to  us by the in te rn a tio n a l move­
ment, and its  g re a t leader, Comrade T ro tsky .

T h is is, p ro pe rly  speaking, our te n th  convention. W e are no t 
a new ly-fledged p a rty . I t  is  fou rteen  years ago ¿his v e ry  m orith 
th a t we raised the banner o f T ro ts k y  and the Russian O pposition 
in the C entra l Com m ittee o f the Com m unist P a r ty  o f the U n ite d  
States. Then began the re b ir th  o f the  ve rita b le  m ovem ent o f 
A m erican com m unism  under the  banner o f T ro tsky . Behind us 
there  are fou rteen  years o f w o rk  and s tru g g le ; fou rteen  years 
o f r ich  and varied  experience, o f the  te s tin g  o f p rogram s and the 
tes tin g  o f people. O ut o f th a t c ruc ib le  has come a p a r ty  th a t is 
s trong  and unified and confident o f its  fu tu re .

N e x t to  the Russian section o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l—  
which lives we are sure and s trugg les in  to ta lita r ia n  darkness—  
next to  the Russian section we are the oldest, and are un ive rsa lly  
regarded as the strongest and m ost experienced detachm ent o f 
ou r in te rna tiona l movement. T ha t puts ob liga tions upon us. F ro m  
those to  whom  much has been given, m uch is demanded. W e are 
obliged to  g ive fra te rn a l assistance, m a te ria l and p o lit ic a l, to  our 
s tru g g lin g  comrades in o ther lands. W e Have done th is  since the 
beginning. W e sha ll continue to  do so. B u t the  g reatest g i f t  we 
can g ive to them , the g reatest service we can render to  w o rld ­
w ide hum an ity , is to  s tick  reso lu te ly  to  ou r course, to  our uncom­
p rom is ing  and irreconcilab le  s trugg le  aga inst the  m ost rapacious 
enemy o f m ankind, U n ited  States im peria lism .

A h, bu t the fa in t  hearts say, A m erican im peria lism  is so r ic h ; 
i t  is so s trong ; who dares to  challenge it?  W e do. We dare. We 
see no t on ly  its  s treng th ; wre see also its  in te rn a l weakness, its  
hopeless contrad ic tions. W e see the h is to ric  doom th a t has a lready 
been pronounced upon th is  im p e ria lis t m onster. W e know  th a t th is  
is th e ir  day, b u t we also know, w ith  no less c e rta in ty , th a t 
tom orro w  is o u r day. O ur enemies are strong , b u t ou r program , 
our cadre:j, ou r d iscip line, are s tonger and w i l l  p reva il.

W e are insp ired in  ou r f ig h t by the m ost com ple te ly  se lf- 
ju s t ify in g , the m ost po w e rfu l d r iv in g  incentive th a t has ever been 
known— our fa ith  in  m an and his grandiose com m unist fu tu re . 
W hatever m ay be fa ll any o f qs in d iv id u a lly , p a rtic ip a tio n  in  the  
f ig h t fo r  the com m unist fu tu re  o f m ankind is the  on ly  ju s tifia b le  
l i fe  in th is  epoch, the happ iest and the m ost s a tis fy in g  life . 
W hether we as ind iv idua ls  take p a r t  in  the fina l v ic to ry — and m any 
who are here in  th is  h a ll w i l l  su re ly  do so— o r w hethe r some o f us 
as ind iv idua ls  perish in  the  fig h t— th a t is no t o f much consequence. 
T h a t is on ly  the so ld ie r’s hazard, i t  is  no t the  m ost im p o rta n t 
th in g . The m ost im p o rta n t th in g  is th a t we. liv e  in  the  f ig h t and 
fo r  the fig h t. L e t a ll the o ther th in g s  take  care o f themselves.

ln Defense Of The Soviet Union

The U.S. And Colonial Workers

Sentiments Of Officer 
Caste Revealed By Land

-------------------------------  B y M. MORRISON -----------------------------

The b ru ta lly  b lun t statem ent of 
Rear A dm ira l E m ory S. Land on 
Oct. 19 to the effect tha t he would 
lik e  to shoot every labor organ­
izer at. sunrise has created con­
s terna tion  in  the ranks of m iddle- 
class democrats and labor lead­
ers. They live  in  a land of dreams 
w lie ry  democracy reigns supreme 
and where a ll persons in  charge 
o f ru n n in g  the ship of state are 
supposedly possessed of the same 
devotion to the ru le  of the people 
as they are. They have begun a 
campaign to have the in d iv id u a l 
who disturbed th e ir  slumbers re­
moved from  office: i f  they suc­
ceeded they w il l  be satisfied, po in t 
to the great v ic to ry  of democracy 
and slum ber on.

W h ile  revo lu tiona ry  workers 
w i l l  not decline to support any 
movement to oust Land from  o f­
fice, they w il l  be carefu l not to 
create the im pression th a t h is re ­
moval would in  any way im prove 
the s itua tion . On the con tra ry  
they w i l l  u tiliz e  the in c iden t to 
teach the w orkers th a t Land did 
not u tte r h is  own personal op in­
ion but the op in ion of the officers 
as a group. On the basis o f the 
statem ent they w i l l  t r y  to con­
vince the w orkers th a t under the 
leadership o f men lik e  Land, who 
ru le  the armed forces of the na- 
tion , there can never be a w ar 
against fascism ; th a t the officers 
are not devoted to democracy but 
to the ru le  o f the cap ita lis t class 
and th a t so long as cap ita lism  ex­
ists the a rm y w il l  be under the 
ru le  of men who hate organized 
labor and who w ould  lik e  no th ing  
better than to crush labor in  the 
same way th a t H it le r  crushed 
German labor.

Here and there an officer who 
is a sincere democrat m ay appear 
on the scene but. as a group, the 
officers o f the armed forces in 
a cap ita lis t coun try  are most reac­
tio n a ry  and w i l l  at a ll tim es lo y ­
a lly  defend the in terests of the 
cap ita lis t class.

« ft *

In  theory the armed forces 
in  a democracy are subject to the 
contro l of the elected c iv ilians. 
The President of the U n ited  States 
is at the same tim e the command­
er-in-chief of the armed forces. 
B u t in  practice the arm y and 
navy constitu te  an independent 
force not subject to the ru le  of 
elected offic ia ls. Rarely indeed 
does even the President in te rfe re  
w ith  the ru n n in g  o f the a rm y and 
navy. C e rta in ly  officers are not 
chosen o r removed on the basis 
of th e ir  progressive o r reactionary 
sentim ents.

The President, as a c iv ilia n , 
m ust necessarily re ly  on tra ined 
officers to lead the arm y and navy. 
A lthough po litics  in  the appo int­
m ent of h igh e r officers is not a lto ­
gether e lim inated even in  w ar 
tim e, an elected c iv ilia n  would 
hesitate to in te rfe re  w ith  the con­
duct of an in s titu t io n  w h ich  de­
mands leadership th a t has re ­
ceived extensive tra in in g . And i t  
m ust also be taken in to  consider­
a tion  tha t the armed forces' of a 
na tion  are m ost im p o rtan t fo r 
m a in ta in in g  order and s ta b ility  
and by th a t is m eant the order 
and s ta b ility  under the ru le  of 
the cap ita lis t class.

The resu lt ts th a t governments 
may change bu t the armed forces 
continue as they are. No change 
occurs in ’ the leadership of the 
armed forces regardless of w hat 
p a rty  assumes contro l o f the gov­
ernm ent. unless i t  is  a revo lu tion ­
a ry  M arx is t party . Only a pa rty  
tha t intends to liqu ida te  the cap­
ita l is t  system im m edia te ly  w i l l  
com pletely reorganize the armed 
forces whenever i t  gains contro l 
of the government. The rea l na­
tu re  of a p a rty  —  whether i t  is 
a cap ita lis t p a rty  o r one rea lty  
interested in  the w o rk in g  class —  
can be recognized hy its  a ttitud e  
to the armed forces a fte r i t  gains 
con tro l of the  government. The 
great libe ra l, Roosevelt, d id  not 
make the slighest move, when 
elected to office, to change the

cons titu tion  and leadership o f the 
a rm y and navy. T h is  proved con­
c lus ive ly  th a t essentia lly he is in ­
terested in  preserving the ru le  of 
the cap ita lis t class.

I t  is  o f course possible tha t an 
officer m ay be removed by the 
President fo r  some p a rtic u la r ly  
g la rin g  ind iscre tion . I t  is not unr 
lik e ly  th a t because of the reaction 
to the statem ent of Land tha t he 
may be kicked upstairs or given, 
a position where he w ill no longer 
appear in  the pub lic  eye. So long 
as democracy exists under cap ita l­
ism, so long are the ru le rs  re­
qu ired to pay some a tten tion  to. 
the sentim ents of the masses. The 
u n w ritte n  ru le  is tha t officers stay 
out o f po litics  and re fra in  from, 
do ing or saying an y th in g  tha t 
may embarrass the government. 
And th a t ve ry  ru le  serves the in ­
terests of the ru l in g  class because 
i t  keeps tinder cover the reaction­
a ry  sentim ents of the officer caste.

*  *  *

W hat makes the- officers so re­
actionary? G enerally speaking 
they are not wealthy, but th e ir  
t ra in in g  and environm ent are 
such as to make them the most 
ardent defenders o f the ru lin g  
class, the most w i ll in g  and p lian t 
tools o f reaction. H ighe r officers 
are on in tim a te  term s w ith  the 
wealthy cap ita lis ts  and frequently, 
through tips  on the m arket, are 
given the op po rtu n ity  of adding to 
th e ir  com para tive ly  modest in ­
come. '

I t  is s ign ifican t tha t in  th is  
coun try  a recognized class d is tin c ­
tion  exists on ly  in  the armed 
forces. The ru le  re q u ir in g  sol­
d iers to salute th e ir  sm wyiors and 
the u n w ritte n  ru le  d iv id in g  men 
from  officers in  every social ac tiv ­
ity  are ind ica tions o f the tru ly  
reactionary nature o f the arm y 
and navy.

Nowhere does there exist such 
an anti-labor sentim ent as among 
the officers. I t  is no exaggeration 
to say th a t they would much 
ra the r figh t against the unions 
than against the fascists.

*  *  *

I f  in  peace lim e  the officers are 
compelled more or less to stay in  
the background, w ar a ffo rds them 
the op po rtu n ity  to come fo rw a rd  
and assume the re a f power. P o li­
tic ians in  Congress may do a ll 
the ta lk in g  and th e ir  committees 
may do a lo t  of in ves tig a ting  but 
real contro l rests in  the hands of 
the a rm y and navy. W hen Jef­
fers, the rubber czar, stated tha t 
the a rm y  w ill get eve ry th ing  they 
w ant regardless of any p o lit ic ia n . . 
he offended the p o litic ian s  not be­
cause he was saying som ething 
out of the o rd ina ry , bu t because 
he stated i t  so openly. I t  is taken 
fo r granted in  W ashington tha t 
the a rm y and navy get w hat they 
want.

And the h igher officers do not 
take a s ingle step, ce rta in ly  on 
the question o f production, w ith ­
out consulta tion w ith  and advice 
from  the dollar-a-year men who, 
represent B ig  Business and arc 
actua lly  in  con tro l o f the produc­
ing  end of the war. I t  is very 
revealing tha t the a rm y and navy 
refused to pe rm it any ce iling  on 
the prices of w ar m ate ria l, thus- 
assuring th e ir  cap ita lis t friends 
and masters a steady flow  of high 
profits.

The conclusion is inescapable. 
The w ar is fough t in  the interests 
o f m onopoly cap ita lism  both on 
the external and in te rna l fronts.

*  *  *

W hether Land is removed from  
office is  not the most im portan t 
th in g  fo r  class-conscious workers.' 
F o r they understand th a t another 
officer put. in  h is  place w il l  have 
the same opin ions a lthough he 
may no t express them  openly. 
W hat is im portan t is to draw  the 
general lesson: do net trus t the  
officers, servants o f the cap ita lis t 
class, to  figh t a w ar against fas.- , 
cism. To fig h t fascism you m ust 
establish y o u r own governm ent 
and create your own group o f 
officers.
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JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. M ilita ry  tra in in g  o f w o rke rs , financed  

b y th e  g ove rn m e n t, b u t u n d e r c o n tro l 
o f th e  tra d e  u n io n s . S pecia l o ffic e rs ’ 
tra in in g  cam ps, fin an ce d  by th e  gov­
e rn m e n t b u t c o n tro lle d  by  th e  tra d e  
u n io n s , to  tra in  w o rke rs  to  becom e 
o ffic e rs .

2 . T ra d e  u n io n  wages fo r  a ll w o rke rs  
d ra fte d  in to  th e  a rm y .

3 . F u ll e q u a lity  fo r  N egroes in  the  a rm ed 
fo rce s  and the  w a r in d u s trie s — D ow n 
w ith  J im  C row ism  everyw here .

4 . C o n fisca tio n  o f a ll w a r p ro fits . E x p ro ­
p r ia tio n  o f a ll w a r in d u s trie s  and  th e ir  
o p e ra tio n  u n d e r w o rke rs ’ c o n tro l.

5 . F o r a r is in g  scale o f wages to  m eet the  
r is in g  coBt o f liv in g .

6 . W o rke rs  D efense G uards aga inst v ig ­
ila n te  and fa sc is t a ttacks.

7 . A n  In d e p e n d e n t L a b o r P a rty  based on 
th e  T ra d e  U n io ns .

8 . A  W o rk e rs ’  and F a rm ers ’ G ove rn ­
m en t.

W ILLKIE’S SPEECH
The upsurge of national self-confidence of the 

colonial peoples of Asia, demanding complete free­
dom from all the imperialist powers, suspicious of 
all the imperialist powers —  this was W illk ie ’s 
main preoccupation in his radio speech reporting 
on his trip  around the world. It hit him right be­
tween the eyes.
■ He tried to distinguish the United States from 
the other imperialist powers, including England, 
claiming that “ American business enterprise, un­
like that of most other industrial nations, does not 
necessarily lead to political control or imperial­
ism.’' Ilcnce, he asserted, there is among the colo­
nial peoples “ a great reservoir of good w ill”  to­
ward America.

But he also felt compelled to note so many 
“ holes punched in our reservoir of good w ill”  that, 
in the end, his asserted distinction between Amer­
ica and the other imperialisms did not sound very 
convincing. The net effect was a picture of the 
colonial peoples hostile to all the imperialist pow­
ers. Of the attitude of these peoples, W illk ie  said, 
in part:

‘ ‘T h e ir doubts were expressed to  me in sim ple, un­
m istakab le  questions. ‘Is  the re  to  be a cha rte r on ly  
fo r  the m illio ns  o f the W estern H em isphere?’ they 
asked. ‘ Is  there to be no cha rte r o f freedom  fo r  the 
b illion s  o f the E a s t? ’. . .

‘ ‘M any o f them  also asked me the question w h ich 
has become a lm ost a symbol a ll th rou gh  A s ia : W h a t 
about Ind ia? . . .

“ A f te r  centuries o f ig n o ra n t and d u ll compliance 
hundreds o f m illio ns  o f peoples in  E aste rn  Europe and 
A s ia  have opened the  books. Old fea rs  no longer 
f r ig h te n  them . They are no longer w i ll in g  to  be 
E aste rn  slaves fo r  W estern p ro fits . . . Mdn and 
women in  Russia and China and in  the M iddle E a s t 
are conscious now o f th e ir  own p o te n tia l s treng th . 
They are com ing to  know  th a t m any o f the  decisions 
about the fu tu re  o f the  w o rld  lie  in  th e ir  hands.”

W iilk le ’s references to semi-colonial China’s sus­
picious attitude toward Washington were particu­
larly significant, coming as they did AFTER  
Roosevelt’s promise immediately to negotiate a 
treaty ending extra-territorial rights in China. Had 
W illk ie  believed that this treaty would substan­
tia lly  change the attitude of the people of China 
toward Washington, he would have certainly said 
SO. ;

Nothing that the ’“ democratic”  or fascist im­
perialists can say can win them the confidence of 
the colonial peoples, whose exploitation is the very 
foundation-stone of all the imperialists. China and 
India’s struggle for freedom is awakening all the, 
colonial peoples of Asia, A frica and the Middle 
East. They cannot be lulled to sleep by the W ill- 
kies and Roosevelts, nor by the Mikado and H it­
ler. The awakening of the colonial peoples is per­
haps the most revolutionary factor in the world 
today.

Leon Henderson 
Fixes The Consumers

------- ---------------------- By A . R O LA N D  -----------------------------

The w o rke r who tru s ts  a c a p ita lis t governm ent to  
pursue economic policies th a t w i l l  bene fit the masses 
o f people, w i l l  in v a ria b ly  s u ffe r  a rude awakening. 
The O ffice o f P rice A d m in is tra tio n , under- the  show­
m anship o f Leon Henderson, has ha rd ly  begun to  “ f ix ”  
price  ceilings, when a lready i t  is  found “ f ix in g ”  the 
consumer —  bu t good! Even the Congressional co­
w orkers o f the P rice A d m in is tra to r have w inced a t 
the obvious raw  deal th a t the inestim able Leon is a t­
te m p tin g  to  pa lm  o ff.

The Roosevelt a d m in is tra tion  believes in no th ing , i f  
not in  in d iv id u a lis t business enterprise. I t  w ould never 
dream o f ta k in g  over the s tra teg ic  mass production 
industries and ru n n in g  them  in the m ost organized 
and e ffic ien t m anner possible, w ith  the  w orkers having 
a say in  con tro l o f production. B u t when the re  is a 
chance fo r  the b ig  monopolies to  make any k in d  o f 
ex tra  p ro f i t  a t  the expense o f the to ile rs , leave i t  to  
the expert a d m in is tra to rs . They w i l l  a lways find  the 
proper fo rm u la  fo r  p u llin g  the  wool over un w a ry  eyes.

W ho Gets Squeezed?

Take the sm all item  o f w heat. I t  seems th a t there 
is an uncon tro llab le  desire on the p a r t o f those who 
b rin g  the w heat to m arke t to ja c k  up its  price. Leon 
gets busy and find s  th a t i t  is the fa rm e r who wants 
m ore fo r  h is wheat and who the re fo re  is  exe rtin g  a 
“ squeeze”  on the m ille rs . These poor m ille rs  —  who 
are among the g rea test m onopolists in  the  U n ited  
States —  f in d  themselves squeezed between the fa rm ­
ers —  and the p rice  ce ilings ju s t set fo r  f lo u r.

Henderson dis likes to  see a squeeze on anybody 
bu t the masses o f people. He hastens to  the rescue o f 
the m ille rs . He proposes th a t prices to the consumer 
rem a in  the same by subsid iz ing the fa rm e r. Congress 
ju s t refused to  p e rm it such subsidies. B u t th a t does 
no t faze Henderson. He connives w ith  the  A g r ic u ltu ra l 
D epartm ent to  secure an in d ire c t subsidy. The govern­
m en t has taken over m illio ns  o f bushels o f w heat by 
loan ing  money fo r  the w heat to  the  fa rm ers . (A c tu a lly  
the loan was made to those who re a lly  con tro l the 
wheat, to  th e ’ b ig  f lo u r  m ills ) .  Henderson proposes to  
release th is  w heat back to the  “ fa rm e rs ”  a t less than 
the loan price, so th a t they  m ay sell i t  to  the m ille rs  
a t the ce iling  price  fo r  wheat. T h is  w i l l  enable the  
poor m ille rs  to  avoid the  “ squeeze”  and sell f lo u r  a t 
its  p roper ce iling .

Some congressmen have objected to  th is  scheme. 
B u t don’t  ge t the idea th a t th e ir  ob jection  is based on 
the fa c t th a t the whole idea is fa lse , because in  the  
end i t  is the pub lic  who is la y in g  ou t the  subsidy and 
thereby pay ing  more fo r  w heat and f lo u r  and bread. 
T h e ir ob jection is th a t Henderson is concerned no t 
w ith  the fa rm e r, who w i l l  be ne fit v e ry  l i t t le  i f  a t  a ll, 
bu t w ith  the m il l m onopolists. A s  the N . Y . T im es 
puts i t :  “ T h is  w i l l  remove any danger o f f lo u r  m ille rs  
being squeezed between advancing wheat prices and the 
f lo u r  ce ilin g .”  I t  doesn’t  seem to have occurred to any­
one th a t the m iddlem en could be e lim inated fro m  the 
p ic tu re  e n tire ly  i f  the governm ent w ould take  over 
the m arke ting  o f wheat, and th a t th is  w ould no t on ly 
enable the fa rm e r to ge t much more fo r  his wheat, bu t 
would a c tu a lly  low er prices to  the masses. A n  excellent 
w ay to  prevent in fla t io n !

W heat, however, is on ly one l i t t le  item  in  the  whole 
process o f in f la t in g  prices. U nder the  guise o f “ s tra ig h t 
ening o u t”  in justices th a t resu lted when p o rk  prices 
were set, Henderson has added to  the m arke t p rice  
o f pork. Subsidies have a lready been g iven to  soy- 

-bean “ g row ers”  (H e n ry  F ord  is one o f the la rges t 
“ g row e rs”  in  the cou n try ) and to  those hand ling  co f­
fee. Inc id e n ta lly  the coffee m onopolists are w ith h o ld in g  
coffee fro m  the m arke t, the reby p u tt in g  the  “ squeeze”  
on th e ir  governm ent fo r  an increase, w h ich  the y  w il l  
probably get. N o r -is the m a tte r o f subsidies, o r  in d i­
rec t price increases, confined to  foods. The copper 
barons have also aroused the deepest sym pathies o f 
the P rice A d m in is tra to r.

O th e r F o rm u la s  Used A ga ins t C onsum ers
O ther m onopolists have no t w a ited  p a tie n tly  fo r  

th e ir  slice o f na tiona l a d m in is tra tive  kindness. They 
have found th e ir  own w e ll- tr ie d  fo rm u la s  fo r  “ ad ju s t­
in g ”  prices upwards. Cam pbell’s Soup o ffe rs  the  m ost 
brazen example. Cam pbell has suddenly discovered a 
“ New Process”  fo r  m ak ing  clam  chowder, tom ato  soup, 
and w h a t not. I t ’s a s trange th in g  th a t in  the past 
new processes have been in troduced w ith  an eye to  
m aking  th in g s  be tte r and ye t more cheaply. N o t so 
Campbell. T h e ir “ New  Process”  (w h ich  is  the  sim ple 
m a tte r o f p r in t in g  these tw o  m agic words on th e ir  
labels, and no th ing  m ore) has added so much in  the 
w ay o f he a lth -g iv in g  qua lities , th a t the  price  o f a 
tw elve cent can has risen to  eighteen cents— a 50 per 
cent increase a t one blow !

The w o rke r, we repeat, who places his t ru s t  na ive ly  
in  the c a p ita lis t governm ent to  c a rry  o u t its  p rom ­
ises o f keeping down the cost o f liv in g , w i l l  f ind  h is 
soup b it te r  to  the  taste. The governm ent is qu ite  
serious w ith  regard  to  one th in g  th a t enters in to  the 
price  ca tegory ; th a t is, the  p rice  o f  labor. W ages 
and sm all salaries w i l l  be held r ig id ly  down. E v e ry ­
body bu t the  w orkers  w i l l  cooperate fu l ly  to  see to 
th a t. The ad m in is tra tio n  w i l l  dangle the  th re a t o f in ­
f la t io n  before the masses every tim e  a un ion dares 
to ask fo r  increases to  m eet the  r is in g  cost o f liv in g .

B u t ac tu a lly  the governm ent wishes to  see a w iden­
in g  gap between earnings o f the to ile rs  and the  cost 
o f liv in g . I t  acknowledges as much whenever i t  ta lk s  
about decreasing the  pu rchas ing  power o f the  masses. 
The law s hav ing  to  do w ith  f ix in g ,  p rice  f ix in g ,  and 
income and other taxes, are a ll in te r lin ke d  w ith  th is  
in  m ind. W ages have been fixe d  a t w h a t th e y  are, b u t 
prices have been set a t ce ilings th a t m eant in  a ll cases 
an actua l increase over w h a t the y  had been, as every 
housew ife knows. The w o rke r has on ly  one remedy, 
h is own p o lit ic a l power.

For a Rising Scale of
Wages to Meet

Rising Living Costs

I f  i t  had been possible, the  S ocia lis t W orkers  
P a rty  would have nom inated its  ow n candidates 
in  New  Y o rk  in  the present election as th is  
would have provided the p a r ty  w ith  the best 
means o f em phasizing the  m ost im p o rta n t issue: 
the s tragg le  aga inst the  im p e ria lis t w a r and the 
whole a n ti- la b o r p rogram  bound up w ith  it .  H ow ­
ever, the New  Y o rk  election law s are loaded 
heav ily  aga inst m in o r ity  parties and made our 
p a rtic ip a tio n  in  the present election w ith  our own 
candidates techn ica lly  impossible. U nder these 
conditions, fo llo w in g  our established po licy, we 
vote fo r  those candidates o f the A m erican  Labor 
P a rty  who are run n ing  independently— no t on 
the sla te o f the Dem ocratic o r Republican parties 
—w ith o u t thereby endorsing in  any w ay the 
program  o f the A L P .

The w a r p rogram  o f the o ffic ia l leadership o f 
the A L P  is an extension o f its  peace program , 
i.e., class co llabora tion  and support o f the  Roose­
ve lt ad m in is tra tion . We are opposed to  th is  p ro ­
gram . O ur program , in  w a r and peace, is the 
program  o f the class s trug le . In  th is  election, as 
in a ll elections, we advocate o n ly  ou r ow n p ro ­
gram . O ur votes fo r  the  independent candidates 
o f the A L P  are votes fo r  the  idea o f independent 
po litica l action by the w orkers no t fo r  the p ro ­
g ram  o f the A L P .

The A L P  o rig ina ted  in  the  1936 pres identia l 
election as the re s u lt o f  tw o  con tra d ic to ry  
tendencies in  a s trong  section o f the N ew  Y o rk  
labor movement. A  mass o f organized w orkers 
desired an independent p a r ty  o f th e ir  own and 
did no t w a n t to  be reg is te red  o r  counted as 
Democrats o r Republicans. The o ffic ia l leadership 
was tied  body and soul to  the  Roosevelt ad­
m in is tra tio n  and wanted a t a l l cost to de live r the 
labo r vote to  it .  T h is  d if f ic u lty  was te m p o ra rily  
bridged over, and the o ffic ia l leadership suc­
ceeded in  accom plishing its  im m edia te object, by 
the device o f fo rm in g  the A L P  as a separate 
p a rty  w ith  Roosevelt, Lehm an, etc. as its  candi­
dates. In  1937 the A L P  supported LaG uard ia  who 
was also the candidate o f the  Republican and 
Fusion pa rties.

The same scheme has been employed, to  
reconcile the same con trad ic tion  o f tendencies,

in every e lection since th a t tim e . I t  has n o t ye t 
been possible fo r  the  bureaucrats to  dissolve the  
A L P  because o f the s trong  im pulse o f  the ra n k  
and file  trade un ion is ts  fo r  g re a te r p o lit ic a l in ­
dependence and a p a r ty  o f th e ir  own. In  m ost 
o f these elections the  A L P  has found i t  necessary 
to nom inate some candidates fo r  m in o r offices 
independently o f the ca p ita lis t pa rties. In  every 
case where th is  has been done the  SWP, m aking  
i t  c lear th a t we oppose the p ro g ra m  o f the  A LP , 
has given electora l support to  such independent 
candidates w h ile  re je c tin g  those candidates o f the 
A L P  who ran also as candidates o f one o r an­
o the r o f the bourgeois pa rties . The gu id in g  line  
which determ ined our pos ition  in  each case is our 
support o f independent p o lit ic a l action by  the 
workers. There is no p rin c ip le  reason to  change 
th is  position in  the present election.

The D ecis ive  Q uestion

To be sure, the m iserable and treacherous 
leaders o f the A L P  find  themselves conducting an 
independent cam paign th is  yea r ve ry  much 
aga inst th e ir  w il l.  They are do ing so on ly  because 
the Dem ocratic P a r ty  re jected th e ir  modest 
request th a t i t  nom inate one bourgeois scoundrel 
(M ead) instead o f another bourgeois scoundrel 
(B e n n e tt), and because the sentim ents o f the 
w orkers fo rb id  them  to  dissolve the A L P  a t 
Roosevelt’s command.

B u t the  reasons w h ich  p ro m p t re fo rm is t labo r 
leaders to sponsor an independent la bo r t ic k e t 
are o f no fundam enta l concern to  us. N o r is the 
pe rsona lity  o f the candidate the  decisive question. 
A lfange , the candidate fo r  governor, is  a p o lit ic a l 
adven tu rer fro m  Tam m any H a ll. B u t he is no 
worse and no be tte r than the o ther lead ing figures 
o f the A L P . W e do no t d is ting u ish  between good 
and bad fakers. W ha t is im p o rta n t and decisive 
is the fa c t o f an independent t ic k e t nom inated by 
a p a rty  based on trade  unions. W e don’t  support 
the leaders o r th e ir  program . W e support inde­
pendent p o lit ic a l action by the w orkers. F o r 
/tha t reason, and th a t reason on ly, we vote fo r  
the independent candidates o f the  A L P  in  the 
present election.

How Wages Are 
Cut By Taxes

The cha rt on the r ig h t  is taken 
from  l he September, 1942 issue of 
tlie  Economic Outlook published 
by the CIO.

I t  shows very g raph ica lly  how 
the wages of a w orker earn ing ap­
prox im ate ly  $1500 a year are cut 
by taxes.

T lie  10 per cent Sales tax was 
not made in to  law. In  its  place 
Congress levied a 5 per cent "V ic ­
to ry  Tax.”

Military Experts Report 
Needless Loss Of Life

(Continued fro m  page 1)
who make m istakes th a t even an 
o rd in a ry  seamen would know  en­
ough to avoid? I t  has removed 
V ice-Adm ira l Robert L. Ghormely 
and Vice A dm ira l W ill ia m  S. Pye 
from  th e ir  command in  the South 
Pacific and pu t Vice A d m ira l W il­
liam  F. Halsey Jr. and Vice A d­
m ira l H e rbe rt F. Leary in  th e ir  
place.

T lie  .V. 1’. Times  approves the 
change and says e d ito r ia lly : “ A d­
m ira l Halsey has proved h im self 
a resourceful and aggressive lead­
er.”

PM. the da rlin g  of the “ L ib ­
erals,”  fo llow s closely behind: 
“ V ice-Adm ira l W ill ia m  F. Halsey, 
Jr., new Pacific commander, has 
a record of b r i l l ia n t  successes a- 
ga inst the Japs.”

W hat they both ca re fu lly  re­
fra in  from  saying is th a t the same 
k in d  of procedure occurred a fte r 
the disaster a t Pearl H arbor: gold 
bra ids were dismissed, gold braids 
were appointed.

W hat they also re fra in  from  
saying, but w hat s ticks out like  
a sore thumb, is the fact th a t the 
R A N K  AN D  F IL E  SAILORS ARE 
NOT CONSULTED; T H E Y  ARE 
IG N O R E D  W H E N  T H E  Q UES­
T IO N  OF P R E V E N TIN G  N E E D ­
LESS LOSS OF L IF E  IS  IN ­
VOLVED. Obviously, according 
to the present procedure, the du ty 
of the rank and file  sa ilo r is  to 
keep h is m outh shut and be sur­
prised “ on ships lik e  s it t in g  
ducks,”  w h ile  “ the adm ira l in  com­
mand leaves the scene in  h is  f lag ­
sh ip”  o r w h ile  ships are sunk 
“ when steam ing at a low  speed 
and on a fix e d  p a tro l course in  
areas known to be infested by en­
emy submarines.”

HO W  O FFIC E R S  
A R E  S E LE C T E D

Tlie  question of the m il ita ry  ou t­
come of the operations in  the 
South Pacific is  not of p r im a ry  
im portance to those who under­
stand the real na ture of th is  w ar. 
V ic to ry  in  such actions depends 
on m any and complicated c ircum ­
stances w h ich we are no t in te r-

ested in  discussing at th is  tim e. 
B u t defeats such as those suffered 
in  the Solomon Islands disaster 
described above, o rig ina te  p r im a r­
i ly  from  the undem ocratic system 
in  the armed forces.

E very position of im portance in  
the Navy from  the top command 
down to the rung  above ch ie f pet­
ty  officer is obtained by appo int­
ment. The c r ite rio n  fo r these ap­
pointm ents is p o lit ic a l in fluence 
and class position. The priv ileged 
anc( id le  sons of the ric h  find a 
qu ick w ay to  the top  th rou gh  the  
exclusive doors o f Annapolis. A 
college graduate w ith o u t a single 
day's sea experience receives a 
h igher commission in  the navy 
than most enlisted sailors can get 
a fte r years o f service. Incompe­
tence, ignorance, fear and s tup id­
i t y  ride  the bridge of most A m er­
ican naval vessels. E very cris is  
has the m ak ing  of disaster fo r  
the sailors on the ships. The men 
who sail the ships in  tim e of w ar 
sometimes have more to fear from  
tlie  m istakes o f th e ir  own officers 
than they have from  the on­
slaughts of the -enemy.

FOR D E M O C R A TIC  R IG H T S !

T lie  two Pearl Harbors w h ich  
have already been reported may 
be followed by others. C e rta in ly

they cannot be prevented by the 
re sh u fflin g  of a few top officers. 
I f  the men who salt the ships and 
do the fig h tin g  had the r ig h t  to 
choose th e ir  own officers by de­
m ocra tic vote, officers would then 
be selected by proved a b ility , by 
dem onstration of leadership and 
in it ia t iv e  under fire. I f  any m is­
takes were made, corrections 
could and would qu ick ly  be made 
by the dem ocratic procedure of 
recall. P riv ilege, p o lit ic a l in f lu ­
ence w ou ldn ’t  stand a chance, and 
incompetence would soon be roo t­
ed out. O n ly  m e rit  w ould count. 
And under such a democratic sys­
tem, the real leaders would qu ick ­
ly  and easily make th e ir  way to 
the top.

There is no o ther solution to 
the wholesale s laugh te r o f im ­
pe ria lis t w a r than the abo lition  
o f cap ita lism  and the estab lish­
m ent o f a soc ia lis t society. B u t 
there  is an answer to  the  need­
less loss o f l i fe  among soldiers 
and sa ilo rs which resu lts  fro m  
the incompetence o f the p r iv ile g ­
ed o ffice rs  caste: D E M O C R A T ­
IZ E  T H E  A R M E D  FO RCES! 
G IV E  T H E  S O LD IE R S  A N D  
S A ILO R S  T H E  R I  G H  T  TO 
E LE C T  T H E I R  O W N  
O FF IC E R S !

GALA HALLOWE’EN 
COSTUME PARTY
Games Refreshments 
P i 'izes fo r  Best Costumes

116 University Place
SECOND FLO O R

B E N E F IT : N E W  YO R K  L O C A L  OF C IV IL  R IG H TS 
D E F E N S E  C O M M IT T E E

Saturday Night, Oct. 31, 1942

How To Destroy 
Fascism Abroad And  
Prevent It A t  Home
Excerpts from George Breitman's 
Radio Address Over Station WPAT 

On October 24
Stated b r ie f ly , fascism  is the naked d ic ta to rsh ip  o f 

the cap ita lis t class, resorted to when B ig  Business 
becomes d issatis fied  w ith  the am ount o f  p ro fits  i t  is  
m aking  under the dem ocratic fo rm  o f cap ita lism .

W orld  cap ita lism  —  the system  under w h ich  the  
g re a t m a jo r ity  o f the people to i l  and ba re ly  manage 
to eke ou t an existence w h ile  the  em ployers make p ro f­
i t  ou t o f th e ir  to il —  has reached a stage o f perm an- 

i ent c ris is  and degeneration, o ffe r in g  the  masses on ly  
the  prospect o f new periods o f depression and unem ­
ploym ent, each worse tha n  the previous one, and in ­
te rrup ted  on ly by outbreaks o f w a r and feve rish  p ro ­
duction fo r  w ar.

The cris is  o f cap ita lism  b ring s  no t on ly  s u ffe r in g  
to tho masses, bu t also a low er ra te  o f p ro f i t  to  B ig  
Business. The answer o f B ig  Business to  th is  c ris is  
is no t the scrapping o f the ou tw orn  c a p ita lis t system , 
bu t an organized and vic ious a tta ck  on the  l iv in g  
standards o f the w orkers, which can be sure o f suc­
cess on ly  when the w orkers  no longer have unions 
and parties th rough  which they can res is t the bosses’ 
a ttacks.

In  G erm any and I ta ly  and Spain the cap ita lis ts  f i­
nanced t lie  fasc is ts  and b ro ug h t them  to  power. T h e ir 
purpose was to  smash the w o rke rs ’ o rgan iza tions so 
th a t wages and liv in g  standards would be lowered and 
p ro fits  increased, and to  u t te r ly  destroy the people’s 
dem ocratic r ig h ts  —  freedom  o f speech, press and 
assemblage—so tha t i t  would be most d iff ic u lt  fo r  them 
to do away w ith  t lie  decaying cap ita lis t system. . .

The th re a t o f fascism  to the A m erican  w orkers 
doesn’t  come from  abroad alone, i t  also arises r ig h t  
here in  the U n ited  States, fro m  the c a p ita lis t class 
which is not in terested in  dem ocracy b u t on ly  in  
p ro fits , and doesn’t  care under w h a t k ind  o f govern­
m ent i t  gets them. There are p len ty  o f people in  th is  
coun try  who are would-be H itle rs , and there are even 
more people who are p repa ring  the way fo r  an A m e r­
ican H it le r  —  the po litic ian s  who w an t by le g is la tio n  
o r decree to  weaken and destroy the  trade  unions 
and underm ine the dem ocratic r ig h ts  o f the  people; 
the demagogues who preach an ti-S em itism ; the  de­
fenders o f J im  Crow ism  —  a ll those, in  sho rt, who 
pretend th a t the way to  de feat H it le r  is  by im ita t in g  
him .

T h a t is w hy the Socia lis t W orkers  P a rty , also known 
as the T ro ts k y is t p a rty , w h ich  I  represent in  the  cu r­
re n t election cam paign, says to  the  A m erican  w o rk ­
ers th a t the on ly w ay to  p reven t fasc ism  fro m  com­
ing  to  power in the U n ited  States is by beating  the 
cap ita lis ts  to the punch, by no t g iv in g  the cap ita lis ts  
and th e ir  H it le rs  the  tim e  to prepare fo r  fascism  or 
the op p o rtu n ity  to in s titu te  it .

The on ly  w ay to p reven t fascism  is by d isposing o f 
the ro tten  c a p ita lis t system and rep lac ing  i t  w ith  a 
W orke rs ’ and F arm ers ’ G overnm ent able to  solve the 
economic and social problem s o f the  masses by  p u ttin g  
A m erica ’s productive forces to  w o rk  c re a tin g  the  
goods the people need. . .

A pp ly ing  the same c r ite r io n  u> tlie  m eaning and 
o rig in  o f fascism, we can say de fin ite ly  th a t the present 
w ar against the A x is  is no t a w a r to destroy fascism. 
F o r none of the people a t the head of the U n ited States 
o r B rit is h  governments has tlie  s lightest in te n tio n  of 
doing away w ith  the cap ita lis t system and the ru le  of 
the cap ita lis t class in  the A x is  countries. T h e ir  grievance 
is not against fascism as such; in  fact, i t  is  w e ll known 
tha t Am erican and B r it is h  cap ita l were offered and used 
to b r in g  H it le r  to power. T h e ir grievance is  ra the r 
against t lie  a ttem pt of the A x is  fascists to red iv ide  the 
w orld  and its  m arkets and colonies. As the B r it is h  
Foreign M in is te r, A nthony Eden, pu b lic ly  stated on ly  
last January : “ The troub le  w ith  H it le r  was not th a t he 
was a Nazi at home. The troub le w ith  h im  was th a t he 
would not stay at home. . .”

The on ly way to  arouse the German masses to  revo­
lu tio n a ry  an ti-fa sc is t action is  by appealing to  them  
to  make a revo lu tion  and assuring them  th a t instead 
o f pun ish ing the German people the  w o rkers  in  o th e r 
lands w ill support them in  th a t revo lu tion  and jo in  
them in  bu ild in g  a new society a fte r  the  w ar.

But. th is  is precisely w hat the Roosevelt-Churchill 
governments refuse to do, because they are more a fra id  
of a socialist revo lu tion  than  they are of fascism or a 
fascist v ic to ry . . . The Socia list W orkers P a rty  says th a t 
the way to defeat fascism abroad is by estab lish ing a 
W orkers ’ and Farm ers’ Governm ent a t home w h ich 
alone would wage revo lu tiona ry  w a rfa re  and could w in  
the confidence and co llabora tion of the German masses 
and could d is in tegra te  H it le r ’s arm ies from  w ith in  and 
fron t tlie  rear, as the Soviet Union under Le n in  and 
T ro tsky  d id  to the arm ies of the im p e ria lis t invaders in  
the ea rly  days of the Russian Revolution.

There are numerous other policies w h ich  prove to us 
th a t th is  is not a genuine w ar to destroy fascism or 
extend democracy. To m ention but a few:

W ha t k ind o f w a r to destroy fascism  is i t  when 
President Roosevelt openly extends a hand o f  fr ie n d ­
sh ip  to  the fasc is t bu tcher o f Spain, Franco, and o f ­
fe rs  to  help pu t the Spanish fasc is t reg im e “ on its  
fee t econom ica lly?”  W hat k ind  o f w a r fo r  democracy 
is i t  th a t is led by Vargas, the b ru ta l d ic ta to r o f 
B raz il, whose record is ju s t as bloody as H it le r ’s?, 
A re  fascists cleansed o f th e ir  crim es when they are 
neu tra l or a llied to  the U n ited  States?

W hat k ind  of war fo r democracy is  it. when the Negro 
people are J im  Crowed in  in d u s try  and in  t lie  govern­
ment's armed forces? The w orld  is revo lted by H it le r ’s 
v ic ious persecution of m in o r ity  groups, bu t lio w  much 
better is the ru lin g  class’ trea tm ent of the Negro 
m in o r ity  in  th is  country? How much be tte r is  the 
theory of “ w h ite  supremacy”  than the theory o f "A rya n  
sup e rio rity ” ? Is d isc rim in a tio n  against color any bette r 
than d isc rim in a tio n  against re lig ion?

W hat kind o f w a r fo r  democracy is  i t  th a t denies 
the Ind ian people the dem ocratic r ig h t  to  ru le  them ­
selves, a r ig h t  the A m erican  people fo u g h t a revo lu ­
tio n  to  ob ta in  in  1776? I f  it. is  c r im in a l fo r  H it le r  to  
subject the  people o f Europe to  h is  ru le , is  i t  no t 
equally c r im in a l fo r  B r it is h  im p e ria lism  to  sub ject 
Ind ia  to  its  ru le  o r fo r  U n ite d  States im p eria lism  to  
sub ject P uerto  Rico to  its  ru le?
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