
Post Office Holds Up Two Issues Of “ The M i l i t a n t "
O ur Only'Crim e' 
Is Loyalty To 
Working Class

An Editorial
T he  Post O ffic e  a u th o r it ie s  have re fused  to  

p e rm it the  N ov. 7 and 14 issues o f  T H E  M IL IT A N T  
to  go th ro u g h  the  m a ils .

T hey  m ade th is  a rb itra ry  dec is ion  w ith o u t any 
n o tice  o r e xp la n a tio n  o f  th e ir  ac tion  to  T H E  M IL I ­
T A N T  o ffic e . T he  business o ff ic e  had n o  k n o w l­
edge o f  the  in te r fe re n c e  w ith  the  d e liv e ry  o f  these 
issues u n t i l  le tte rs  and te legram s began to  p o u r  in  
f ro m  m any c itie s  c o m p la in in g  abou t the  fa i lu re  to  
rece ive  the  above-m entioned  issues o f  T H E  
M IL IT A N T .

O n ly  a fte r  o u r d ire c t in q u ir y  were we in fo rm e d  
th a t the  pape r had been w ith h e ld  f ro m  the  m a ils . | 
E ven then  we were g iven  no  o f f ic ia l reason, b u t 
w ere to ld  th a t we m ust a p p ly  to  the  W ash ing ton  
a u th o r it ie s  f o r  an e xp lan a tion .

W ha teve r te ch n ica litie s  o r  a lib is  the  a u th o r it ie s  
m ay o f fe r ,  i t  is c lea r th a t the  suppress ion  o f  these i 
tw o  issues o f  T H E  M IL IT A N T  is a d ire c t a ttack  
by  the  R oosevelt gove rnm en t on  the  d em ocra tic  j 
r ig h t  o f  a w o rk in g  class new spaper to  w r ite  and 
c r it ic iz e  f ro m  a w o rk in g  class v ie w p o in t.

T h is  b lo w  by the  g ove rnm en t s trike s  d ire c t ly  
a t the  d em ocra tic  r ig h ts  o f  a ll sections o f  the  w o rk ­
in g  class. T h e re  is o n ly  a sho rt step between h o ld ­
in g  u p  the  m a ilin g  o f  the  soc ia lis t M IL IT A N T  and 
suppress ing  a C IO  o r  A F L  paper. O n ly  las t week 
the  newspapers re p o rte d  a p la n  by the  W ash ing ton  
a u th o r it ie s  to  c u r ta il the q u a n tity  o f  n e w s p rin t fo r  
la b o r papers.

W ha t is the  reason fo r  w ith h o ld in g  the  tw o  
issues o f  T H E  M IL IT A N T  f ro m  the  m a ils?  T he  
a ttack  on T H E  M IL IT A N T  arises f irs t  o f  a ll f ro m  
the  u n c o m p ro m is in g  p o s itio n  taken  by T H E  M IL I ­
T A N T  on a ll issues fa c in g  the w o rk in g  class and 
in  c h a m p io n in g  the  in terests  o f  the  la b o r m ove­
m e n t against a ll its  enem ies.

W h a t c r im e  has T H E  M IL IT A N T  co m m itte d?
T H E  M IL IT A N T  fig h ts  fo r  the  p re se rva tio n  o f  

a ll d em ocra tic  r ig h ts  o f  the  w o rk in g  class, in c lu d ­
in g  the  r ig h t  o f  co lle c tive  b a rg a in in g  and the  r ig h t  
to  s tr ike .

T H E  M IL IT A N T  fig h ts  fo r  the  ex tens ion  o f 
dem ocracy to  the  m il l io n s  o f  so ld ie rs  and sa ilo rs  
in  the  a rm ed  fo rces  and dem ands th a t w o rke rs  be 
g iven  m il i ta r y  t ra in in g  u n d e r trade  u n io n  c o n tro l.

T H E  M IL IT A N T  cam paigned against wage­
fre e z in g  and the  heavy ta xa tio n  on  the  wage 
earners and is opposed to  a ll such m oves to  re g i­
m e n t the  w o rke rs  as are  now  be ing  a ttem p ted  in  
th e  c u rre n t m a npow er m o b iliz a tio n  b il ls  b e fo re  
Congress.

T h e  M IL IT A N T  advocates the  co n fisca tio n  o f  a ll 
w a r p ro f its  and the  e x p ro p r ia t io n  by the  g ove rn ­
m e n t o f  a ll w a r in d u s try  to  be opera ted  u n d e r 
w o rk e rs ’ c o n tro l.

T H E  M IL IT A N T  is f ig h tin g  against every  fo rm  
o f  J im  C row ism  and fo r  f u l l  econom ic, socia l and 
p o lit ic a l e q u a lity  f o r  the  N egro  masses.

T H E  M IL IT A N T ’S advocacy o f  th is  p ro g ra m  is 
n o t a c r im e , b u t a p ro o f  o f  lo y a lty  to  the  w o rk in g  
class.

T h is  is n o t a p r iv a te  q u a rre l betw een T H E  
M IL IT A N T  and the  gove rnm en t. I t  is o n ly  the  f irs t  
m easure o f  suppression  o f  the  r ig h ts  o f  fre e  press 
guaranteed in  the  B i l l  o f  R igh ts  and p ro c la im e d  by 
R ooseve lt as h is  a im  in  th is  w&r. I f  they  can get 
away w ith  th is  a ttack on T H E  M IL IT A N T , no  la b o r 
p a p e r w i l l  be safe to  u tte r  the  s ligh tes t c r it ic is m  
o r  stand up  f o r  its  d em ocra tic  r ig h ts .

P ro tes t the  in te rfe re n c e  w ith  T H E  M IL IT A N T ’ S 
m a ilin g  r ig h ts !

P reserve the  r ig h t  o f  a ll la b o r papers fo r  a fre e  
press unham pered  by re a c tio n a ry  bu rea u cra ts !

G uard  a ll dem ocra tic  r ig h ts  o f  the  w o rke rs  
aga inst fascist and re a c tio n a ry  supp ress ion !

Shipowner-Dominated Gov’t Board 
Again Strikes At Maritime Unions

Another step toward the com- which can. in the words of John 

pUtc emasculation of maritime 3
labor unions was taken this fhc Seafarers International
week when the Maritime War Union, “bring about an interpret- 
Emereency Board notified the alion that ,would abrogate any 

umons of its intention to revise tive bargaininK agreements.” 
the “ Statement of Principles’’ The injection of the M W E B  
which had guaranteed the en- into the fig h t upon the union 
forcerhent of existing collective contracts, may indicate the gov- 
bargaining contracts for the ernment’s intention to use this 
duration of the war. Board in ,forced arbitration of

The M aritim e W ar Emergency A L L  questions once the contracts 
Board is proposing a revision have been smashed.
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U. S. ‘Democrats’ Find It Easy To 
Do Business With French Fascists

Is The FBI Concocting A Frameup Against The SWP?
An Open Letter to Attorney-General Biddle 

By James P. Cannon
N A T IO N A L  S E C R E TA R Y , S O C IA L IS T  W ORKERS P A R TY

Mr. Francis Biddle that the Trotskyists, being enemies of the Stalinists, might
Attorney-General of the United States have recourse to violence and sabotage. But it is also pos-
Washington, D. C. sible that, when Stalin became friendly with Washington and
Pj c- . London, the GPU became friendly with the FBI, and that

ear I r ' , the GPU has suggested to the FBI the concoction of a typical
A lew days ago two agents of the Federal Bureau of Stalinist frame-up against the Trotskyists.

Investigation appeared at my office at the headquarters of In either case, 1 want to protest at being subjected to
the Socialist Workers Party, 116 University Place, New York questions which imply that Trotskyists resort to sabotage
City, and inquired of me whether I had had anything to and violence against individuals. The American workers, and
do with a train wreck that occurred about a year and a half a j |  decent citizens, must recoil with horror from the implica-
ago. I hey also expressed their intention to question other tion that the federal government is going into the business
leaders and members of the party on the same subject. Gf imputing fantastic crimes of violence and sabotage to po-

\Vhat is the meaning ot this fantastic inquisition? How 1 itical opponents and critics, and of framing up such charges
could the FBI ever arrive at a theory that we, members of against them, when the real purpose is political persecution,
a workers political party with openly declared political aims, Qur political ideas can be read in all our papers and
could be interested in wrecking trains? A ll our writings show pamphlets openly published and distributed. Any attempt
cleaily that we are opposed to individual violence and sabot- to attribute ideas and practices to us outside of those that
a8u- . . . .  are openly advocated by us must be publicly called by its

It appears that in the train directly following or pro- right name: a prelude to a frame-up. 
ceding the one that was wrecked there was a car carrying
engineers and officials of the Soviet Union.  ̂ > Y •

It is possible that an agent of the FBI, completely un- JAMES P. CANNON, National Secretary
acquainted with what our movement stands for, assumed Socialist Workers Party
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C IO  Convention Reveals 
Effects O f Support O f  
The Roosevelt Program

By F E L IX  M O R R O W

B O STO N , N ov. 14— T he five-day c o n v e n tio n  o f  the C IO  conc luded  its  ses­
sions last n ig h t, w ith  P res iden t P h i l ip  M u rra y ’ s c los ing  address in s is tin g  th a t 
‘ the re co rd  w i l l  show th a t th is  c o n v e n tio n  w i l l  u n d o u b te d ly  go dow n in  h is to ry  
as perhaps the  greatest p a r lia m e n t o f  la b o r  ever conducted  anyw here , any 
p lace, any t im e  in  the  h is to ry  o f  th is  c o u n try . ”

Perhaps these w ords— lik e  a dozen s im ila r  boasts w ith  w h ic h  M u rra y
punctuated the convention proceedings—were an attempt to dispel from his own mind and 
those of the delegates the all-too-clear fact that th is  convention had been the most apathetic of 
the CIO ’s five conventions. Nothing that M urray could say could conceal the truth that the Bos­
ton convention marked the low ebb of the CIO an d the labor movement as a whole, thanks to the 
false policies of the CIO and f>- 
AFL top leadership.

Most of the unions repre­
sented here had held conven­
tions recently. Those conven­
tions had been interesting, at 
least in part. Some of those 
conventions—like the United 
Auto Workers’— had resounded

reader w ith a day-by-day account 
of how the convention drifted  
along under the pompous and un­
certain direction of M urray, 
whiling away the hours with dull 
speeches by government officials 
and clergymen and even duller

Huge New Tax Bill 
Planned for 1943

Steep as last month’s tax 
bill was; i t  is only the begin­
ning. Huge new taxes threat­
en the worker and d irt fa rm ­
ers.

The Treasury and Federal 
Reserve Board last week pre­
sented the policy board of 
James F . Byrnes, director of 
economic stabilization, with  
the tentative figure of 16 b il­
lion dollars in new taxes and 
compulsory savings as the ad­
ditional amount to be raised in 
1943.

Byrnes asked the Treasury 
to continue its work and to 
bring him a more definite plan.

The new levy would be add­
ed to the already staggering 
tax burden of the masses. The 
added taxes would come exclu­
sively, or nearly exclusively, 
from the lower-paid groups.

The head of the Senate F in ­
ance Committee, the poll-tax 
Senator George of Georgia, 
has openly declared that new 
taxes w ill have to take the 
form of a tax on wages (w ith ­
holding tax ) and sales tax.

Deals Strengthen Foes 
Of The French Masses
Rulers of 'Liberated' North Africa 
Picked From Rogues Gallery of Reaction

B y G EO R G E C O LLIN S

T h e  A m e rica n  occup a tion  o f  N o rth  A fr ic a  a rous­
ed g reat re jo ic in g  on the  p a r t o f  g ove rn m e n t o f f i ­
c ia ls , so-called p u b lic  figu res  and the  press o f  th is  
c o u n try . F o r the m  i t  s ig n ifie d  the  tu rn in g  o f  the  m i l i ­
ta ry  tid e  in  the  w a r w ith  the  A x is .

B u t fa r  d if fe re n t  m ust have been the  re a c tio n  o f  

the  oppressed masses o f  m e tro p o lita n  F rance  and o f  
French North Africa. They had listened to the grand promises 
made by American radio speakers of “ freedom from fascist 
tyranny”  and an Atlantic Charter. But the very first actions 
of the American forces in organizing the conquered African 
territories told a far different story.

The American command in North Africa is collaborating 
w ith  the recent collaborators o f® “
H itle r . I t  is  appo in ting  to h igh 
position and d ig n ify in g  m ilita ry  
and c iv ilia n  positions held by 
arch-reactionaries, pro-fascists, en­
emies of the Soviet Union and 
slave-masters of colon ia l peoples. 
Here is a p a rtia l lis t:

N O W  “ O UR”  A L L IE S  

"G enera l G iraud, F rench fascist 
and anti-Soviet, appointed com­
m ander-in-chief o f F rench forces 
in  N o rth  A frica . A ppointm ent 
confirmed by A d m ira l Darlan.

A d m ira l Darlan, leading V ichy- 
ite  co llabora tor w ith  the Nazi con- 
querer in  its  sub jugation of 
France and in  its  b ru ta l reprisals 
against F rench workers, who "as­
sumes resp on s ib ility  fo r  French 
in terests in  A fr ic a ’’ w ith  “ the ap­
proval of the Am erican au tho r­
itie s .-’ He takes the post w ith  
the consent of General Nogues, 
fo rm er ad m in is tra to r of N orth  
A frica .

General Nogues, who in the 
words o f D a rlan  was “ appointed 
by the M arshal to be his delegate 
in  A fr ic a  on Nov. 10, before the 
en try  of German troops in to  the 
free zone of France . . . ”  No 
fu rth e r comment necessary.

Ives Chatel, Governor-General of 
A lgeria , V ich y ite  and colonial 
satrap.

A d m ira l Esteva, Resident Gen­

eral of Tunis, stooge o f D arlan  
and colon ia l satrap.

General Alphonse Ju in  and Gen­
eral George Catroux, fo rm er lie u ­
tenants of Petatn and D arlan  and 
present lieutenan ts of Darlan .

I f  an a rm y  of libe ra tion , th a t 
is, an a rm y  of a w orkers ’ state 
came in to  contact w ith  th is  
scurvy, reac tiona ry  crowd the 
o n ly  "co llabo ra tion ”  tha t would 
occur would take place in  the 
chambers o f a revo lu tiona ry  
tr ib u n a l where the reactionary  
and fascist officers would be tr ied  
fo r h igh crim es against the 
French masses. B ut Roosevelt 
and his commanders have o the f 
aims than " lib e ra tio n .”

Nevertheless, the flag ran t char­
acter of the co llabora tion  between 
the Am erican command and D ar­
lan and Co. compelled Roosevelt to 
re treat. F o llow ing  attacks by the 
“ F ig h tin g  French,”  W illk ie  and 
the outraged libera ls , Roosevelt 
declared tha t “ no perm anent a r­
rangem ents should be made w ith  
A dm ira l D a rlan .”  He described 
the present deals as on ly  tem ­
porary and made fo r m il ita ry  ex­
pediency.

Yet the very character of Roos­
eve lt’s exp lanations tear the ntaslc 
o ff any lib e ra tio n is t pretensions 
of his ad m in is tra tion  o r w ar aims. 
D arlan  is given the brush-o ff (a l­
though he s t i l l  rem ains in  com­
m an d !) because he is  too discre­
dited. Only two weeks ago he 
was a bosom colleague of Peta in 
and . . . H it le r .

to the voices of workers fresh 
from the plants, m ilitan t and 
awake to the needs of the work­
ers. D iffering  points of view  
were expressed and the clashes 
gave life  to the proceedings.

British Refuse To Give Up Hong Kong
B y A L B E R T  P A R K E R

The A m erican da ily , lib e ra l and S ta lin is t ish ing  th e ir  exp lo ita tion  o f China. On the crowded provinces o f South China. B r it is h
p i ess gave a b ig  p la y  la s t m onth to  the con tra ry , th e ir  post-w ar plans envision a investors? poured funds in to  ra ilw a ys , corn-
announcements by the U n ited  States and more in tensive e xp lo ita tion  o f China than mercc and in d u s try . B r it is h  salesmen

r it is h  governm ents th a t they  were under- ever before. F o r them  the economic aspects combed the m arke t and B r it is h  engineers
ta ing  to g ive up th e ir  e x tra te r r ito r ia l o f th is  exp lo ita tion  are fundam enta l and b u ilt  power p lants, cement fac to ries  and
r ig h ts  in  China. fa r  ou tw eigh a ll others, inc lud ing  lega l m ills . . .

The renuncia tion  o f e x tra te r r ito r ia lity —  priv ileges. “ 100,000 vessels w ith  a to ta l tonnage o f
the “ r ig h ts ,”  gained by force and in tim id a - Today, w ith  Chinese na tiona l se lf-com  43,000,000 entered its  spacious ha rbo r an- 
tion , w h ich exem pt fo re igne rs  fro m  t r ia l  fidencc h igher and Chinese d is tru s t o f im - nu a lly . . . Between a th ird  and a fo u rth  o f
by Chinese courts and place them  under the pe ria lism  g re a te r than  ever B r it is h  and China ’s en tire  exp o rt trade  passed th rough
ju r is d ic tio n  o f the consular courts and laws Am erican im peria lism  fee l i t  necessary to  fhe colony. . .”  (F rom  The F ig h t F o r The
o f th e ir  own countries was cited by these make some “ concessions”  to  the demand fo r  Pacific, by M. J. Gayn, 1941.)
papers as p ro o f th a t the “ dem ocratic”  im - C h ina ’s independence. So the y  g ive up some The populous and rich  South Chinese
p e ria lis ts  were re a lly  f ig h tin g  fo r  demo- 0f  the lega l r ig h ts  w h ich  th e y  used to  provinces o f K w a ng tu ng  and K w angsi,
cracy and freedom  and the e q ua lity  o f fa c il ita te  the in it ia l pene tra tion  o f China. dom inated by H ong K ong because o f its
nations. B u t tbey  w i l i  n o t and cannot j ^ e  any s tra teg ic  location a t the m outh  o f the Can-

A  few  davs la te r the  B r it is h  governm ent fundam enta l changes in po licy w h ich m ig h t ton R iver 60 m iles below Canton, alone
made an equa lly im p o rta n t s ta tem ent re la t-  in te rfe re  w ith  th e ir  pos t-w ar plans. provide a m a rke t o f m ore than 50,000,000,
ing  to im p e ria lis t p riv ileges in  China. The crown colony o f H ong K ong— which ' vhlch IS g re a te r than  B n ta in ’s own popula-
R ichard K id s to n  Law , P a rliam e n ta ry  U n , was seized by the B r it is h  101 years ago in  '°Tn ‘ , , T,  „  . . . .  ,
de rse rre ta rv  fo r  Fore ign A ffa irs  an . ., , , , . .. In  sho rt, H ong K ong is the  key to theuers tcre ia r>  io r  fo re ig n  A iia ir s ,  an- the same w ay th a t  lega l p riv ileges  were , . .. , 0 ,
nounced in the House o f Commons th a t the  ta k e n -n la v s  an im p o rta n t s tra teg ic  n a r t  ccononl,c do™ln a tlo » o f South China and
< = < " • ■ «  d id  no t in tend « . .n ,re n d e r p “ „ ,  n o . o n lv  ^  1' ^  ‘ e the  e o „ „e re e
Hong K ong along w ith  e x tra te r r ito r ia lity .  bu t also as an economic base. A  sm all ° f  th ° ^  E aa t- K  j s  a hundred tim es
(T im e, Nov. 9.) is land in  the South China Sea, i t  is  regarded ”  Valu?ble t0A “ !  .1MPe r ^

,« , m , ’ , , , lega l p riv ileges. A nd  th a t is the  ve ry  reason
This in fo rm a tio n  was suppressed by as the  ga tew ay between the  east and the  B r it is h  im peria lism , w i l l  never peace fu lly  

v ir tu a lly  the en tire  Am erican press. There west, and one o f the g rea tes t trans-sh ip - «ve ^ }11*na
was l i t t le  th a t they could say about i t  th a t  m ent ports  in  the  w o rld . Thc , iberaI> S ta lin ls t and o(hcr apo]ogj sts
would jibe  w ith  the significance th e ir  “ S tradd ling  sea lanes lin k in g  Europe to fo r  “ dem ocratic”  im peria lism  pretended
previous comments had assigned to  the the O rien t, th is  im p e ria l ou tpost collected they saw a g re a t s ignificance in  the state-
surrender o f e x tra te r r ito r ia lity .  a huge tr ib u te  fro m  the F a r E aste rn  trade m ents rega rd ing  e x tra te r r ito r ia lity .  We

The tru th  is— and L a w ’s statem ent on (be fo re  thc  Sino-Japanese w a r) . F rom  challenge them to  exp la in  to  the masses the
Hong K ong confirm s i t — th a t the im p e ria l-  Hong K on g  B r it is h  banks and huge m er- s ignificance o f the  B r it is h  s ta tem ent on
is ts  have no in te n tio n  o f re la x in g  o r d im in - chant houses branched o u t in land, in to  the  H ong K o n g !

SHA RP CO NTRA ST
In sharp contrast to the con­

ventions of the CIO  unions was 
this convention of the C IO . There 
were no differences expressed 
and there was no life . The 
delegations were constituted by 
the top officers of the various 
unions, and relatively rare was 
a delegate who still works in a 
plant. M any of these delegates 
during the past year had spent 
more of their time hobnobbing 
with government officials and 
employers than in listening to the 
workers’ grievances. The work­
ers’ demands were scarcely heard 
in this convention hall.

There was still power repre­
sented in this hall— the concen­
trated power of five million work­
ers, mainly in the great in­
dustries. But that power was 
paralyzed by the policy and sub­
servience to the government and 
its boards. The proceedings here 
were excruciatingly dull because 
no policies were being determin­
ed here. The policies of the CIO  
were being determined in Wash­
ington by Roosevelt and his as­
sociates. A ll that was being done 
in Boston was to dress up those 
policies to make them a little  
more palatable to the workers 
whom these delegates were sup­
posed to represent.

There is no need to burden the

G IR A U D  AS B A D  AS D A R L A N

B ut w hat about G iraud, no 
less reactionary  than Darlan? 
Roosevelt approves: “ F rench 
troops, under the command of 
Gen. G iraud (are) fig h tin g  by 
the side of Am erican and B r i t ­
ish soldiers fo r  the libe ra tion  
of th e ir  coun try .”

The on ly  difference between 
Darlan and G iraud is the degree 
of th e ir  lo y a lty  to U.-S. and B r i t ­
ain. There is no d ifference be­
tween them in  th e ir  v io le n t en- 
m in ity  to the real in terests and 
dem ocratic r ig h ts  of the French 
masses. Roosevelt says tha t “ the 
fu tu re  French Government w i l l  be 
established by the French people 
themselves . . . ”

How- deceptive th is  prom ise is 
can already be seen in  the in te n ­
tion  o f Roosevelt and Co. to a l­
low  fascists lik e  G iraud, provided 
w ith  m il ita ry  equipm ent aud A l­
lied backing, to ca rry  th is  free­
dom to the French people on the 
bayonets of m ercenary troops.

N ot so m any years ago General 
Francisco Franco carried h is m u r­
derous "freedom ”  to the Spanish 
people also from  the  shores of 
N orth  A frica . I t  should be noted 
th a t the same Roosevelt raised 
an arm s embargo against the vast 
m a jo r ity  o f the Spanish people 
who wanted none of F ranco’s 
“ freedom.”

Despite the ta lk  about the “ 4 
freedoms.”  the French masses 
w il l  not give the fascist puppets 
o f A m erican im peria lism  a bet­
te r reception than they gave 
the Q uislings of A d o lf H it le r .

speeches by M urray and Van 
Bittner.

Nevertheless, out of what was 
said— and w hat was not said—  
emerged, upon analysis, a picture 
of the real condition of the CIO  

(Continued on page 4)
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Military Journal Gives 
Advice To The Officers

B y H O W A R D  H O G A N

Among the important lesson's 
to be drawn from the debacle 
of France is the danger of leav­
ing officers’ training in the 
hands of the capitalist class. In 
the crucial battles, the officer 
caste capitulated to the Nazis.

Yet this same system remains 
entrenched in the United States 
seemingly with as high approv­
al o f official circles today as a 
q u a rte r o f a cen tu ry  ago. The 
O ctober num ber o f the M il ita ry  
Review, published by the Com­
mand and General S ta f f  School, 
fo r  instance, re p rin ts  as its  lead­
in g  a rtic le  an address on “ Lead­
e rsh ip ”  de livered by  M a jo r 
C h ris tia n  A . Bach before a group 
o f s tudent o ffice rs  in  1918. “ The 
though ts  expressed,”  a ff irm s  an 
e d ito r ia l note, “ are as tru e  today 
as they were 24 years ago.”

W ha t concerns the M a jo r is the 
d if f ic u lty  o f g e ttin g  the ranks o f 
the  arm ed forces to  accept as 
“ leaders”  the  office rs who have 
been placed over them .

W H E N  O FF IC E R S  A R E  N O T 
T R U S T E D  B Y  T H E  R A N K S

“ Men m ust and w i l l  fo llo w  in to  
ba ttle  o ffice rs who are no t lead­
ers,”  declares the  M a jo r, “ bu t the 
d r iv in g  power behind these men 
is no t enthusiasm  b u t d iscip line. 
T hey  go w ith  doubt and tre m ­
b ling , and w ith  an a w fu l fe a r 
tu g g in g  a t th e ir  he a rts tring s  
th a t  prom pts the unspoken 
question, ‘W h a t w i l l  he do n e x t? ’

“ Such men obey the  le tte r  o f 
th e ir  orders bu t no more. O f devo­
t io n  to  the iv  commander, o f ex­
alted enthusiasm which scorns 
personal r isk , o f th e ir  se lf- 
sacrifice to  insure  h is personal 
sa fe ty , they know  no th ing . T h e ir 
legs ca rry  them  fo rw a rd  because 
th e ir  b ra in  and th e ir  t ra in in g  te ll 
them  they m ust go. T h e ir s p ir it  
does no t go w ith  them .”

The “ personal s a fe ty ”  o f the 
o ffice r, to  w h ich the M a jo r 
de lica te ly  re fe rs , included in the 
case o f  the French o ffice r caste 
the  “ sa fe ty ”  o f the ca p ita lis t 
class. T h is  urge fo r  se lf-p rese rva­
t io n  proved m ore p o w e rfu l than 
“ exalted enthusiasm ”  fo r  the 
sa fe ty  o f the  nation .

“ G reat resu lts ,”  continues the

Next Week’s 
Classes

o f the New Y o rk  School o f 

Social Science

Wed., Nov. 25, 8:15 P. M.

The Government and the 
War Economy

C. C H A R LE S , In s tru c to r

F r i. ,  Nov. 27, 8:15 P. M.

China in  the 
Second World War

JO H N  G. W R IG H T , In s tru c to r

M a jo r, “ are no t achieved by 
cold, passive, unresponsive sol­
diers. They don’t  go ve ry  fa r  and 
they stop as soon as th e y  can. 
Leadership no t on ly  demands bu t 
receives the w illin g , unhes ita ting , 
u n fa lte r in g  obedience and lo y a lty  
o f o the r m en; and a devotion th a t 
w i l l  cause them , when the  tim e  
comes, to  fo llo w  th e ir  uncrowned 
k in g  to h e ll and back again i f  
necessary.”

A p p a re n tly  the present system 
o f o ffice rs ’ t ra in in g  produces 
enough “ uncrowned k in g s ”  in ­
capable o f in s u rin g  th e ir  “ per­
sonal s a fe ty ”  th rough  the  “ se lf- 
sacrifice”  o f the ranks to  cause 
concern to  the  ed itors o f the 
M il ita ry  Review. O therw ise w hy 
repub lish th is  artic le?

“ IF  T H E  O F F IC E R  
DOES N O T K N O W . . .”

M a jo r Bach advises the  “ un ­
crowned k in g ”  on how to  achieve 
“ exalted enthusiasm ”  am ong the 
ranks.

F irs t  he advises the  m an who 
has been g iven an o ffic e r ’s com­
m ission th a t  i t  is  necessary to  
become sk illed  in  the m il ita ry  
a rts : “ I f  the o ffice r does no t 
know, and dem onstrates the  fa c t 
th a t he does n o t know , i t  is  en­
t ir e ly  hum an fo r  the  so ld ier to  
say to  h im se lf, ‘To h e ll w ith  h im . 
He doesn't know  as m uch about 
th is  as I  do,’ and ca lm ly  d isregard 
the ins truc tions  received.”

The M a jo r does no t m ention 
how m any o ffice rs  rem ained un ­
sk illed  in  his day, no r do the 
ed itors o f the  M il i ta r y  Review 
give figu res fo r  the present. 
Above a ll, he does no t describe 
how dem ocratic selection o f o f­
ficers w ould weed ou t undesir­
ables and g ive an o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  
advancement to  p ro m is in g  in ­
d iv idua ls  o f the  ranks, who, as 
the M a jo r po in ts  out, m ig h t know 
m ore than  th e ir  officers.

The M a jo r, however, wastes 
l i t t le  tim e  w ith  s k ill.  He places 
m ore stress on personal charac­
te r is tic s  o f the  o ffice r such as 
“ self-confidence,”  m ora l fo rce ,”  
“ courage,”  etc. Am ong the ways 
o f ach ieving these desirable 
qua lities  the M a jo r advises, “ A n 
o ffice r should never apologize to  
his men.”  The rdcipe fo r  “ exalted 

j enthusiasm ,”  i t  seems, is ve ry  
, sim ple!

O f g rea test concern to  the 
M a jo r is the proper a tt itu d e  an 
o ffice r should take  tow a rd  the 
ra n k  and file . “ Above a ll th in gs ,”  
he warns, “ don’t  cheapen y o u r­
se lf by c o u rtin g  th e ir  friendsh ip  
o r c u rry in g  th e ir  fa vo r.”

“ ROPES OF D IS C IP L IN E ”
A t  the same tim e  he does no t 

believe o ffice rs should be too 
h a rs h : “ F o r an o ffice r to  be over­
bearing  and in s u lt in g  in  the 
tre a tm e n t o f en listed men is  the 
act o f a coward. He ties  the  man 
to a tree  w ith  the  ropes o f
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d isc ip line  and then s trikes  h im  in  
the face, know ing  f u l l  w e ll th a t 
the  man cannot s tr ik e  back.”

Since an o ffice r cannot be held 
accountable so fa r  as the ranks 
are concerned, even to  the extent 
o f an apology' in  the  op in ion o f 
M a jo r Bach, no recourse is 
provided fo r  men whose lives are 
endangered by overbearing, in ­
su lting , and incom petent officers.

Unable to insp ire  the armed 
forces w ith  g re a t ideals in  view  
o f the  sord id cha racter o f im ­
p e r ia lis t w a r, the  ca p ita lis t 
system is forced to  re ly  upon 
pa te rn a lis tic  re la tions  between o f­
ficers and men. I f  the  officers 
prove incapable o f estab lish ing 
such re la tions in  face o f the  
death agony o f the system  they  
represent, then the y  t ie  the men 
“ to  a tree w ith  ropes o f d isc i­
p line .”  P a te rna lism  is pre fe rab le , 
as the M a jo r indicates, bu t they 
make sure the w ay is com ple te ly 
open fo r  the  other.

O n ly  i f  the y  are ac tua lly  
de fending a new society w i l l  the 
armed forces develop an en­
thusiasm  th a t w i l l  prove in v in ­
cib le. O n ly the estab lishm ent o f 
a W orke rs ’ and F a rm ers ’ Govern­
m en t is capable o f in s p ir in g  the 
arm ed forces w ith  g re a t ideals. 
T R A D E  U N IO N  C O N TR O L 
O F O F F IC E R  SCHOOLS 
. B u t a long step tow a rd  th is  
goal is  possible. C ontrast, fo r  
example, the products o f o ffice rs ’ 
schools as described by M a jo r 
Bach, w ith  the  type  o f o ffice r 
th a t would be fostered in  t r a in ­
in g  schools ru n  a t governm ent 
expense under con tro l o f the 
trade  unions.

In  place o f o ffice rs taken 
la rg e ly  fro m  a sm all w e ll-to-do 
class a lien in  ou tlook to  the  over­
w he lm ing  m a jo r ity  o f the  popula­
tion , o ffice rs schools under trade 
un ion con tro l w ould select the 
m ost p ro m is in g  m a te ria l fro m  
the  vas t resources o f the  w o rk in g  
class and poor fa rm ers .

In  such schools, where qualified 
1 fa c to ry  and fa rm  w orkers  could 

become sk illed  officers, close 
team w ork between o ffice rs  and 
ranks in  action would come as 
easily and n a tu ra lly  as s im ila r  
team w ork between leaders and 
ranks in  s tr ik e  action. The armed 
forces would have every reason 
fo r  confidence in  o ffice rs w h o 1 
wore the union bu tton  and who 
had proved themselves in  p rev i- 
ous s trugg les  on the  p icke t l in e .1

Above a ll, the system  o f trade  
union con tro l o f o fficers schools 
blocks a t the source the  insid ious ! 
in s t i l l in g  o f class and ra c ia l ou t- ! 
looks o f the c a p ita lis t class which 
in  France led the  o ffice r caste to  
p re fe r cap itu la tio n  to  H it le r  l 
ra th e r than p e rm it the w o rk in g  
class to  organize the defense o f i 
the country.

H O W  S O V IE T  U N IO N  
C O N D U C TE D  W A R  U N D E R  
L E N IN  A N D  TR O TS K Y

In  the near fu tu re  T H E  M IL ­
IT A N T  w i l l  begin a series of a r­
ticles showing how the po licy  
of revo lu tiona ry  w arfa re  carried  
by the firs t Soxrtet governm ent 
defeated the e ffo rts  o f the most 
pow erfu l im p e ria lis t powers to 
destroy the  w orkers ' state.— Ed.

Tax Bill Handles Bosses 
Differently Than Workers

The lim ita t io n  o f “ sa laries”  to $25,000 a year, which was 
procla im ed w ith  so much ba llyhoo as b r in g in g  in to  re a lity  the 
“ equa lity  o f sac rifice ”  program , is as fu l l  o f holes as a Swiss 
cheese.

The w o rke r is to ld  th a t the em ployers’ income is frozen  ju s t 
as is the w o rke rs ’ wages. Thus, i t  is hoped, the w orkers  w i l l  
take  wage freez ing  and ta x  increases w ith o u t pro test.

B u t the fa c t is th a t the w o rk e r’s wages arc  frozen firs t,  and 
then, a f te r  th a t, from  his wages upon w hich the l im it  has been 
imposed, he is supposed to  pay a ll his expenses inc lud ing  in su r­
ance paym ents, m ortgage paym ents ( i f  he is lu cky  enough to 
own a home), and repaym ent on loans as w e ll as the huge taxes.

C ontrast th is  to the trea tm e n t the bosses get. The ca p ita l­
is t  is  en titled  to  receive $25,000 a fte r  present insurance, m o rt­
gage and loan paym ents as w e ll as federa l taxes. B a rr in g  the 
sm all s ta te  income taxes, he gets $25,000 clear.

A no the r method by which the cap ita lis ts  can get around the 
sa la ry  lim ita t io n  is by p lac ing add itiona l members o f the fa m ily  
on the payro ll.

Thus m any cap ita lis ts  now rece iv ing  a sa la ry  o f $100,000 
a year a f te r  taxes, can pu t th ree  re la tives on the pa y ro ll a t 
salaries o f $25,000 a fte r  taxes, and com plete ly escape the l im it ­
ations o f the sa la ry  ru lin g .

The edict on ly  sets a l im it  on salary, bu t does no t touch any 
o ther k ind  o f income. Thus a c a p ita lis t can get, besides a sa lary  
o f $25,000 a year a fte r  taxes, any am ount o f p ro fits , dividends, 
in te res t, re n t and s im ila r income.

Since the  so-called salaries o f the cap ita lis ts  are th e ir  least 
im p o rta n t source o f income, p ra c tica lly  a ll o f them  w il l  continue 
to  receive huge incomes from  the p ro fits  resu ltin g  fro m  the war.

W h ile  the w o rke rs ’ wages w i l l  be slashed to  pieces by wage 
freez ing , taxes and r is in g  liv in g  costs, the cap ita lis ts  w i l l  con­
tinue  to g row  fa t  on “ p ro fits  as usual.”

British Stalinists 
Sabotage Tyne Strike

f t

Pioneer Publishers
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Where You Can Get 
THE M IL ITA N T

Boston— A de lm an’s Newsstand 
284 T rem on t St.

Chicago —  Socia list Bookshop, 
Room 421, 160 N. W ells  St.

D e tro it— The S atu rday Book­
shop, Room 5, 3513 Wood­
w a rd  Ave., open S atu rday 
evenings fro m  6 to  9 o’clock.

H a rlem — Newsstands a t n o r th ­
west com er o f Lenox Ave. 
and 125th St. and a t the  
no rtheast corner o f Lenox 
Ave. and 135th St.

M inneapo lis —  S hinder’s News 
Agency, Hennepin Ave. and 
6th S t.; P ioneer News A gen­
cy, 238 2nd Ave. South.

N ew ark  (D o w n to w n )— News­
stand, 11 S pring fie ld  Ave., 
near C ourt House.

New Haven —  N odelm an’s 
News Depot, 106 Church St., 
near Chapel.

Rochester —  Newsstand, M ain 
St. and C lin ton  Ave., south­
east corner.

Roxbury, Mass. —  F rie n d ly  
V a r ie ty  Newsstand, Grove 
H a ll.

Seattle —  E ckh a rt News, 102 
W ash ing ton S treet.

N o n -U n io n  
C o n d itio n s  at Sea
E d ito r:

Since the s ta r t  o f the  w ar, 
m any seamen are sh ipp ing 
th rou gh  the  M a ritim e  Com m is­
sion and aboard a rm y  transports , 
both o f w h ich  are non-union. 
They do th is , f irs t  because they 
need the jobs, b u t also because 
/rheir unions don’t  p ro tec t them  
the w ay the y  used to.

The m aritim e  unions, lik e  
others the  land over, are go ing 
th rough  a fire  o f reaction . The 
seamen haven’t  been b lind  to  the ! 
ro le  th a t th e ir  leaders have 
played, no tab ly  the p o lit ic a l 
fa k e ry  o f the S ta lin is ts  in  the 
N M U .

Despite the  constant sellouts o f 
the  un ion leadership, the  men 
would s t i l l  ra th e r ship th rough  
the unions, and do so when they 
can, bu t the un ion ships are often 
the  slow  and unsafe ones. A  lo t  
o f the b ig  fa s t  ships have been 
taken by  the  governm ent.

A  fre ig h te r  I  was on was so 
slow  she lo s t the  convoy th ree  
days ou t o f New  Y o rk . F o r 
weeks she jvas a ll alone on the 
w ay to  A fr ic a . She was so over­
loaded th a t on reach ing over the 
side you could a lm ost touch the 
w ate r.

Recently aboard an a rm y 
tra n s p o rt the w a ite r*  and mess | 
men were given the w o rs t j 
quarte rs  aboard the ship, one 
deck above the keel, ra t-in fe s ted  
and damp. I f  torpedoed, these 
men would have about as m uch 
chance as th e ir  room  mates, the | 
ra ts . A ssum ing  th a t the y  could 
surv ive  the  in it ia l b last, th e ir  
chance o f g e ttin g  up to  the boat 
deck in  tim e  would be p re tty  
slim . Hundreds o f  soldiers, who 
sleep d ire c tly  above them , would 
fu r th e r  impede w h a t l i t t le  p ro ­
gress they m ig h t make otherwise. 
T h is  was no t alone a question o f 
poor quarters, b u t one o f rac ia l 
d iscrim ina tion .

A l l  o f the men confined to these 
subterranean quarters  w e r e  
N egro o r P ue rto  R ican!

W hen the  men b rough t these 
conditions to  the  a tte n tio n  o f the 
superin tendent o f the base, his 
re p ly  was, “ I f  you don’t  lik e  it ,  
you can ge t o f f . ”  O f course, th a t 
m ay change too, because the gov­
ernm ent is now t ry in g  to  f ix  i t  
so you can’t  ge t o f f  i f  you don’t  
lik e  it .

Once aboard an an ti-un ion  gov­
ernm ent ship, seamen don’t  g ive 
up th e ir  union ideas, the y  m ere ly  
are unable to  p u t them  in to  
practice. A m ong m any o f the 
ideas is ta lk  o f o rg an iz in g  the 
a rm y  transp o rts  and a ll govern­
m ent shipp ing. The seamen who 
ta lk  about th is  know  themselves 
how d iff ic u lt  th is  would be and 
they  are a t a loss on where to 
m ove next. They don’t  know  who 
to  tu rn  to  fo r  any leadership.

Y o u r paper has a slogan about 
the governm ent exp ro p ria tin g  
industries  and the  unions run n ing  
them . No in d u s try  is r ip e r  fo r  
th is  than m a ritim e . The sh ip­
owners have a lready had a ll th e ir  
w o rk  taken over by the  govern­
m en t who decides w h a t cargoes 
the ships c a rry  and where they  go 
and how the crews sha ll w o rk . 
W hy  no t e lim ina te  the shipowners 
en tire lv?  They don’t  do an y th in g  
b u t take in  the p ro fits  anyway.

I ’m a ll fo r  ru n n in g  the m er- 
. chant m arine  under the  con tro l o f

the unions. . . and I ’l l  bet a lo t  
o f seamen w i l l  fee l the same w ay 
once they understand it .

L . M.
N ew  Y o rk  C ity

LONDON, Nov. 6 (By M ail) 
— Tyne shipbuilding workers 
returned to work on October 13, 
after an eight day strike which 
involved (censored) workers in 
all trades employed on the 
yards. This was the biggest sin­
gle strike since the outbreak of 
the war. Considering the rela­
tive unimportance of the issue 
it is indicative of the restive 
and irritable mood of the work­
ers as a result o f provocations 
bv the boss class.

| The action of the workers was 
provoked by the maneuvers of 

j the un ion leaders o f the Confcder- 
I at ion of S h ipbu ild ing  and Engi- 
j neering Unions w ith  the emnloy- 
| ers ’ o rgan iza tion , the Tyne Ship­
bu ild in g  Association, who sprang 
a new agreement w ith ou t p r io r  
consulta tion w ith  the workers.

T ile  new agreement altered the 
day which wages were made up. 
from  Tuesday to the previous Sun­
day, thus leaving two extra  days’ 
pay ly in g  in  the hands of the em­
ployers.

In  v iew  of the serious sh ipp ing 
shortage, the workers d id  not 
w ant to hold up production and 
proposed th a t the old agreement 
stand u n t il the new proposals 
could be studied. A t a mass meet­
in g  in  a ll shipyards the workers 
decided not to w o rk  the fo llow ing  
Monday i f  th e ir  plea was refused.

C O M B IN E D  A T T A C K
The employers remained ada­

mant. W hen the workers tu rn ­
ed up on Monday m orn ing, the 
notices were s t i l l  posted and 
80% of t lie  men adhered to 
th e ir  decision and refused to 
w ork. M eanwhile, they a ttem pt­
ed to in fluence the government 
to undertake an in q u iry . The 
governm ent’s a ttitud e  was soon 
made clear in  the House of

By J. H A S T O N

Commons by Bevin who said, 
“ We do not in tend to depart 
from  the agreement made be­

tween the tw o pa rties .”
The fo llow ing  day the shop 

stewards were addressed by the 
Labor A dv iso r to  the A d m ira lty , 
the A dm ira l of the P ort and fin ­
a lly  by a representative of the 
CSEU. A ll charged tlie  workers 
w ith  “ p lay ing  H it le r ’s game." A ll 
warned tha t “ public op in ion”  was 
against them.

T lie  boss press also attacked 
the workers from  every angle. 
“ The Most S tupid S trike  E v e r!"  
“ T lie  Craziest S trike  in  Trade 
Union H is to ry !”  screamed the 
headlines. However, the tone 
of the artic les  were p re tty  
s h r i l l and betrayed a d is tin c t 
nervousness. They were deal­
ing w ith  a solid and determ ined 
body of men.

HO W  T H E  S T A L IN IS T S  T R IE D  
TO B R E A K  T H E  S T R IK E

The Communist P arty  m ar­
shalled the whole o f its  apparatus 
to smash the s trike . P rio r to the 
commencement o f the s tr ik e  every 
Tyneside w o rke r who was a mem­
ber o f the p a rty  received a per­
sonal telegram  from  N a tiona l Sec 
ro ta ry  H a rry  P o llit t ,  s ta tin g  th a t 
i t  was im pera tive  tha t he attend 
a special m eeting w h ich P o llit t  
was to address. At this  meeting 
P o l l i t t  said tha t “ any shipyard  
worker  who goes on s tr ike is a 
t ra i to r  to his country."

Thousands o f lea fle ts  and da ily  
bu lle tins  to pa rty  members were 
issued under the s ignature of 
M alcolm  MacEwen. They carried 
the headline: "G ive a Courageous 
Lead.”  The line  la id  down was 
th is :

“ A t every yard m eeting our 
comrades should take pa rt and 
fo rce fu lly  pu t the case fo r re ­
tu rn in g  to w ork, announce th e ir  
own in te n tio n  of go ing in , and

Stalin’s Policies Hamper 
The European Revolution

In 1941 Stalin promised the! 
Soviet masses that the USSR 
would be saved despite, the 
m ilita ry  advantages enjoyed by 
Hitler. A id would be forth­
coming, he said, from two 
sources:

The first, on which he placed 
the greatest emphasis, was a 
second front by British and 
United States imperialism.

The second source of aid 
Stalin referred to was the op­
pressed peoples of Europe in 
both Germany and the occupied 
countries.

“ In  th is  w a r o f libe ra tion  we 
sha ll n o t be alone,”  he said in  a 
rad io  broadcast on Ju ly  3, 1941. 
“ In  th is  g reat w a r we sha ll have 
lo ya l a llies  in  the peoples o f E u ­
rope and A m erica, inc lud ing  the 
German people who are enslaved 
by H it le r ite  despots.”

“ O n ly the H it le r ite  se lf-a du la t­
in g  foo ls fa i l  to  see th a t the 
‘new order’ in  Europe and the 
notorious ‘basis’ o f th is  order 
cons titu te  a volcano ready to 
e ru p t a t any m om ent and bu ry  
the German im p e ria lis t house o f 
cards. . .

“ O n ly H it le r ite  foo ls  can fa i l  
to understand th a t no t on ly  the 
European re a r b u t also the  G er­
man re a r o f the  German troops 
represent a volcano ready to  
e ru p t and b u ry  the  H it le r  ad­
ven tu ris ts .”  (S ta lin ’s speech to 
the Moscow Soviet, Nov. 6, 1941.)

“ A no the r few  months, another 
h a lf  year, one year perhaps —  
and H it le r ite  G erm any m ust co l­
lapse under the w e ig h t o f its  own 
crim es.”  (S ta lin ’s speech in  Red 
Square, Moscow, Nov. 7, 1941.)

N O T  E V E N  FRO M  H IS  
O W N P O IN T  O F V IE W

In  his recent speech to  the Mos­
cow Soviet (N ov. 6, 1942), S ta­
lin  again complained th a t the 
Soviet losses were due to  ‘the 
absence o f a second fro n t . ”  Roose­
v e lt took pains to  emphasize th a t 
the N o rth  A fr ic a n  invasion be­
gun on Nov. 7 was “ e ffec tive  sec­
ond f ro n t  assistance.”

T h a t S ta lin  does no t regard  i t  
as such was made clear in  his 
Nov. 14 re p ly  to a le tte r  from  
an AP  correspondent, in  w h ich he 
declared th a t the A fr ic a n  “ cam ­
pa ign creates the  prerequis ites 
fo r  the establishm ent o f a sec­
ond f ro n t  in  Europe nearer to  
G erm any’s v ita l centers, w h ich 
w i l l  be o f decisive im portance fo r  
o rgan iz ing  the v ic to ry  over H i t ­
le r ite  ty ra n n y .”

In  o ther words, S ta lin ’s po licy 
o f re ly in g  on the  im p e ria lis ts  has 
no t b rough t any im p o rta n t re ­
su lts  to  date, no t even from  his 
own po in t o f v iew .

W H Y  A R E  T H E Y  
S T IL L  W A IT IN G ? ”

A ltho ug h  S ta lin  had prom ised 
th a t  e ffec tive  a id  fo r  the  USSR

By A N T H O N Y  M A S S IN I

would come fro m  the oppressed 
masses o f Europe as w e ll as fro m  
a second fro n t, his polic ies have 
had the opposite e ffec t. Despite 
the speeches he made la s t year, 
S ta lin  has had no confidence in 
the  European masses fo r  a lm ost 
20 years now, and his polic ies in 
th is  w a r dem onstrate th a t he 
never had any serious in ten tion  
o f t r y in g  to  w in  them  as a llies 
in  the w a r aga inst H itle r .

S ta lin  had to adm it in  h is Nov. 
6 speech th is  year th a t the mass­
es o f Europe are “ bu rn ing  w ith  
ha tred”  fo r  the fasc is ts  “ and arq 
w a itin g  fo r  a favo rab le  oppo rtu ­
n ity  to  take revenge on th e ir  con­
querors fo r  the hu m ilia tio n  and 
violence they are su ffe r in g .”

B u t w hy is i t  th a t a fte r  17 
m onths o f the Soviet w a r they 
are s t i l l  “ w a it in g ? ”

A  good p a r t o f the answer to 
th is -  question is to  be found in 
the policies o f S ta lin ism . S ta lin  
stakes the fa te  o f the USSR on 
aid fro m  the im p e ria lis ts , and he 
tr ie s  to  promote' such aid by  con­
s ta n tly  assuring  the im p e ria lis ts  
th a t they have no th in g  to fe a r 
fro m  h im  and th a t he has no in ­
ten tion  o f encouraging in  Europe 
the soc ia lis t revo lu tion  which the 
im p e ria lis ts  fe a r fa r  m ore than 
fascism .

F o llo w in g  th is  line , he covers 
up and endorses the w a r aim s o f 
the im peria lis ts , signs his name 
to  the  A t la n t ic  C harte r, ins is ts  
th a t he is no t f ig h t in g  fo r  so­
c ia lism  and fa ils  in  every w ay 
to  d is tingu ish  the Soviet U n ion 
fro m  the dem ocratic im p e ria lis ts

R E P E LS  A N D  CO NFUSES 
T H E  E U R O P E A N  M ASSES

The re su lt is th a t the  European 
masses f in d  i t  ha rd  to  see any 
d iffe rence  between the  Soviet 
U n ion  and the im peria lis ts .

The re s u lt is th a t the  German 
people, who hate H it le r  m ore 
than anyone else because th e y ’ve 
had to  s u ffe r  under his ru le  fo r  
so long, fe a r th a t the Soviet 
Un ion wiM go along w ith  the im ­
pe ria lis ts  when they  a tte m p t to 
impose a second and worse V e r­
sailles T re a ty  on the German peo­
ple.

F ea ring  the su ffe rin g s  o f a new 
V ersa illes as much as thev do the 
continued ru le  o f H itle r ,  the Ger­
man masses are confused. N o t 
being offe red a program  in  the 
in te rests  o f both the Soviet and 
German masses, the German 
w orkers hesitate, no t know ing 
w hat path to  fo llow . As a resu lt, 
H it le r ’s m ost vulnerable spot, the 
rear, is  le f t  unattacked.

S im ila r ly  w ith  the masses in 
the occupied countries. They do 
not w a n t to  re tu rn  to  the  su f­
fe rin g s  o f p re -w ar Europe and 
the p o ss ib ility  o f a th ird  w o rld  
war.

B u t the S ta lin is ts  te ll them 
th e y  m ust n o t f ig h t  fo r  social­
ism , th a t they m ust f ig h t  to

b rin g  back the regim es w hich led 
them  in to  th is  w a r. I t  is  no t s u r­
p ris in g  th a t under these condi­
tions the fierce a n ti- fa s c is t ha tred 
o f the European masses has no t 
ye t been trans la ted  in to  a revo lu ­
t io n  th a t w i l l  sweep aw ay the 
im p e ria lis t foes o f the w o rke rs ’ i 
state.

R E P A R A T IO N S ?

S ta lin  tr ie d  in  h is  recent speech 
to  c lear b is s k ir ts  a l i t t le  o f the 
re sp o n s ib ility  fo r  no t m ob iliz in g  
pro-S oviet a id  fro m  the  German 
masses. “ I t  is no t our a im  to  de­
s troy  Germ any. . . I t  is  n o t our 
a im  to destroy a ll m il ita ry  force 
in G erm any,”  he said.

B u t everyone recognizes th is  
as ju s t words, repeated in  a cere­
m onia l fash ion once a year, and 
con tra ry  to  the actua l polic ies 
pursued by the S ta lin is t reg im e 
on a ll the other days o f the  year. 
W eek in  and week out the S ta lin ­
is t press and propagandists t r y  
to  n u rtu re  an un d iscrim in a ting  
hatred by the  Soviet masses o f 
e ve ry th in g  German.

Indeed, on ly  tw o  days before 
S ta lin ’s speech, the Soviet gov­
ernm ent announced the appo in t­
m ent o f a com m ittee “ to inves­
tig a te  the loss o f l i fe  and damage 
to  p ro p e rty  re s u lt in g  fro m  the 
German occupation”  and “ to  as­
sess the am ount o f repara tion  
due to  Russia.”  (N . Y . T imes, 
Nov. 5.)

In  o ther words, S ta lin  wants 
G erm any to  pay w a r damages. 
B u t who in  G erm any w i l l  pay 
th is?  H it le r?  Goering? Goebbels? 
There is l i t t le  reason to  expect 
th a t these people w i l l  be around 
to  do a n y th in g  i f  G erm any loses 
the w a r and the  German masses 
are able to  ge t close to  them.

W ho then would have to  pay 
repara tions b u t the German mass­
es? H ow  does th e ir  reaction to 
th is  news d if fe r  fro m  th e ir  re ­
action to  the th rea ts  o f a new 
Versa illes? O nly a foo l would be­
lieve th a t th is  is the w ay to  in ­
spire the German masses in to  a 
pro-Soviet, a n ti- fa sc is t revo lt.

W H Y  S T A L IN  K E P T  M U M
The m ost notable th in g  about 

S ta lin ’s speech on the tw en ty - 
f i f th  ann iversary  o f the Russian 
R evolution was his fa ilu re  to 
m ention any o f the lessons o f the 
revo lu tion  and o f the w a r th a t 
fo llow ed i t  when the  im p e ria lis ts  
tr ie d  to  ove rth row  the w o rkers ’ 
state. T h is  was qu ite  na tu ra l.

S ta lin  has to  keep qu ie t about 
the lessons o f those days because 
he has com ple te ly abandoned the 
1918-20 polic ies o f revo lu tiona ry  
w a rfa re  w h ich in fected the 
troops o f the  im p e ria lis t in te rven ­
tio n is ts  w ith  re v o lu tio n a ry  ideas, 
and thus saved the USSR, and 
w h ich  can save the USSR again 
today.

appeal to the workers to fo llow  
them.”
As a resu lt of th is  campaign 

the Tyneside sh ipyard workers be­
came more and more hostile  to 
the S ta lin is ts . The workers 
threatened to toss the leading 
S ta lin is t shop steward in to  the 
Tyne when he tr ie d  to address a 
meeting. The s tr ik e  com m ittee 
condemned the Com m unist P arty  
and the D a ily  Worker,  character­
iz ing  i t  as a “ rag”  and refusing 
to give i t  a statement.

T H E  B U R E A U C R A T S ’ FE A R S
E llen  W ilk in so n  ( “ Red E lle n ”  

now tinged w ith  Royal B lue) ad­
dressed a m eeting a t Newcastle 
where she delighted the hearts of 
the shipowners. A tta c k in g  the 
s tr ike rs  in  the most v io len t terms, 
she said:

“ N o th ing  could be so disas­
trous to the fu tu re  of the s t r ik ­
ers themselves as th a t they 
should w in  th is  s trike . . . Tem­
porary  leaders th row n  up by 
the present s tr ik e  w il l  be the 
firs t v ic tim s  of such mob rule. 
They w i l l  be displaced as they 
themselves have displaced the 
shop stewards who are w o rk­
in g .”

A  v ic to ry  fo r  the  s tr ik e rs  
would have adm in istered a defeat 
fo r  the trade un ion leaders who 
m ust dem onstrate to  the bosses 
th a t they s tb ! m a in ta in  con tro l 
over the w orkers. E llen  W ilk in ­
son fa ith fu l ly  re flected the  fe a r 
o f the office seekers who fe lt  
th e ir  jobs endangered by a v ic ­
to ry  fo r  the workers.

In  face o f th is  unho ly  alliance, 
the w orkers  were undaunted.

A t  the outset o f the s tr ik e  the 
overw helm ing m a jo r ity  o f the 
w orkers believed th a t they  would 
be ou t fo r  a day o r tw o  days a t 
the most. They did no t v isualize 
a re a lly  v icious s trugg le  and were 
not prepared fo r  a long drawn 
out s tr ike . As the s tr ik e  leng then­
ed in to  the  second pay week i t  
was obvious th a t the w orkers 
were go ing to  s u ffe r  hardships.

T H E  S T E W A R D S ’ S T A N D
In  consequence, the stewards 

m et to  sum up the s itua tion  and 
decided to  advise the w o rkers  to  
re tu rn  to  w ork . In  p u ttin g  th e ir  
case to  the men fo r  re tu rn in g  to  
w ork , they took the  v iew  th a t 
they had come out as a solid body 
and as such the y  should go back. 
They made no bones about it ,  
they had been defeated. There 
was n e ithe r the mood no r the 
desire to  extend the s tr ik e  to  
o ther p a rts  o f the cou n try  o r have 
i t  ended as an adventure.

I t  was decided th a t every shop 
s t e w a r d  should im m ed ia te ly  
res ign  on re tu rn in g  to  w o rk  and 
seek the confidence o f the  w o rk ­
ers by a re-e lection. In  th is  w ay 
the fee lin g  o f the men could be 
p ro pe rly  tested and the w averers 
and s trikeb reakers  am ong the  
shop stewards could be e lim inated 
fro m  th e ir  ranks.

R A N K S ’ R E A C T IO N  
The fee ling  o f the w orkers was 

adequately expressed by the  re* 
election o f every s tew ard who 
stood w ith  the w orkers in  the  
course o f the s tr ik e  and by the  
unceremonious way in  wh ich the 
S ta lin is t s trikeb reakers  were 
pitched ou t o f the w orkers ’ com* 
m ittees.

The present po licy  o f the  
S ta lin is t leadership is resu ltin g  
in the s if t in g  o f the  genuine 
w o rk in g  class m ilita n ts  in  the 
C. P. fro m  the P o llit ts  and th e ir  
stooges. A  s trong  bloc sign ified 
th a t they were q u it t in g  the  P a rty  
and th ro w in g  in th e ir  cards. 
These w orkers w i l l  keep the t ru s t  
and confidence o f th e ir  fe llo w  
w orkers  on the Tyne, fo r  they 
dem onstrated in  practice  th a t 
when the S ta lin is t P a r ty  puts 
fo rw a rd  an a n ti-w o rk in g  class 
po licy, they choose to  stand w ith  
th e ir  class.

LESSONS OF T H E  S T R IK E
The m ain weakness o f the  

w orkers was th a t th e ir  o ff ic ia l 
union m ach inery stood behind the 
bosses a ll the tim e. A g a in s t the 
expressed dem ocratic w i l l  o f the 
overw helm ing m a jo r ity  o f the 
Tyne w orkers, the union o ffic ia ls  
pursued a course o f action in  
v io la tio n  o f every fu n c tio n  fo r  
which the w o rke rs ’ organ izations 
were set up. In  w ith h o ld in g  s tr ik e  
funds on the grounds th a t the  
s tr ik e  was ille g a l, the un ion o f ­
fic ia ls gave the cap ita lis ts  the 
weapon th a t m eant v ic to ry .

O ut o f the w o rke rs ’ ranks ap­
peared a leadership which showed 
g rea t capab ilities as w e ll as 
f ig h tin g  s p ir it .  These men w il l  be 
pushed to  oust the present cha ir 
w arm ers who con tro l the unions 
and hold the w orkers down.

B u t th is  can be done on ly  
th rough  b itte r  s tru g g le  and a 
p re requ is ite  fo r  th is  s tru g g le  is  
a renewed in te res t in  the un ion 
by a ll the m il ita n t  w orkers. Past 
un ion defeats have discouraged 
m any w orkers  and lessened th e ir  
in te res t in th e ir  organ izations. 
To save the unions is the  f irs t  
task o f every m il ita n t  in d u s tr ia l 
w o rke r in  England.
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25th Anniversary Of The Russian Revolution
Comrades:

W e meet on the tw e n ty -f if th  ann iversary 
o f th a t g re a t day when the w o rld -enc irc ling  
chain o f im peria lism  snapped a t its  weakest 
lin k , and the w orkers  o f C za ris t Russia, 
supported by  the  peasants, broke th rough  
to v ic to ry  and established the fu s t w o rke rs ’ 
state. We are m eeting to n ig h t, as We and 
ou r k ind  have been m eeting on each suc­
ceeding ann iversary  th roughou t the years 
since 1917, as partisans and defenders o f 
the  Russian revo lu tion  and o f the w o rk ­
ers’ state which the Russian revo lu tion  
created.

We are not alone today. The whole world 
is taking notice of the USSR on this an­
niversary. Everybody is recognizing the 
Soviet Union, each in his own way. Chur­
chill, who tried his best to overthrow it  in 
the early days, and Roosevelt, who to judge 
by the indictment which his administration 
drew up against us, was. to spy the least, 
not very friendly to the Russian revolution 
— Churchill and Roosevelt pay hypocritical 
tribute today to “the great Russian people” 
and “the heroic Red A rm y.” H itler looks 
toward the East through dark glasses to­
night, with fear and trembling, wondering 
whether his insane dream of empire hasn't 
been shattered on the Russian front.

Rem em bering the Russian revo lu tion  o f 
1917, the  w orkers o f Europe and the colonial 
slaves l i f t  up th e ir  hearts in hope once more 
today. Each in  h is  own w ay, fo r  reasons o f 
h is own, takes notice o f th is  tw e n ty - f if th  
anniversary. B u t the d iffe rences in  the 
reasons— and the y  are whole w orlds a p a rt 
— change no th in g  in  the decisive fa c t th a t 
everybody is sa lu ting , recogn iz ing, o r 
cu rs ing  a sta te  and an a rm y  w hich issued 
fro m  a v ic to rious  revo lu tion  o f the  w o rk ­
ers. T h is  re vo lu tion  is in  the greatest cris is

o f its  en tire  h is to ry  a t th is  hour, in  its  
greatest p e ril. W e know  th is  and we say i t  
openly. A nd we say also, and w ith  tru th , 
th a t in its  g rea test c ris is  and danger, we 
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a lis ts , we disciples o f 
Len in  and T ro ts k y , rem a in  the best defen­
ders o f the Soviet U n ion. The fa c t th a t we 
are ce lebra ting  the revo lu tion  and no t an­
nouncing its  fu n e ra l shows th a t we are s t i l l  
f ig h tin g . W o are f ig h t in g  fo r  a revo lu tion  
th a t is s t i l l  liv in g .

W ar and re vo lu tion  are the  m ost au­
th o rita t iv e  o f a ll tr ibu na ls . I t  is  there, in  
w a r and in revo lu tion , th a t a ll the g re a t 
questions are decided in  ou r epoch. The o u t­
break o f the  f irs t  W o rld  W a r in  A ugust, 
1914, dem onstrated th a t cap ita lism , as an 
economic and social system, had exhausted 
its  progressive h is to ric  m ission. The Rus­
sian revo lu tion  o f November, 1917 served 
notice th a t a more p o w e rfu l class than the 
class o f cap ita lis ts  had come to  m a tu r ity . 
The m odern p ro le ta r ia t, "the progressive 
force in m odern society, the  herald and 
representative o f a new social o rder— th is 
class, as dem onstrated by the revo lu tion , 
took the o ffens ive  in  the  class b a ttle  which 
can on ly  end in  w o rld -w ide  v ic to ry .

November 7, 1917. The death sentence 
on the old order of capitalism and the begin­
ning of the new order of world socialism 
were both proclaimed on that day. And 
whatever vicissitudes, whatever set-backs, 
betrayals or defeats may overtake the 
proletariat on the road to that final goal; 
however sharp and deep may be the zig­
zags in the line which charts the course of 
the struggle through which humanity shall 
pass from capitalism to socialism; whatever 
may hefall, the starting point in the line 
of development w ill always be traced to 
that great day which we commemorate to­
night— November 7, 1917.

THE INTERNATIONAL EFFECTS
I  can rem em ber the  da rk  days o f the f irs t 

W orld  W ar, 1914-1917. Then, as now, a ll 
the hopes fo r  hu m a n ity ’s progress seemed 
to  be drowned in  the  blood o f the  war. 
Reaction seemed to  be tr iu m p h a n t every­
where. The enemies o f the  p ro le ta r ia t 
g loated over the treachery  and cap itu la tion  
o f the  socia list pa rties , and to  m any— to 
the g rea t m a jo r ity . I  ven ture  to say— the 
theo ry  and the hope o f socialism  seemed 
vanished lik e  a u top ian  dream. A nd then, 
as now— as has already been rem arked here 
to n ig h t —  fa in t  hearts and deserters 
mocked a t those who continued the stub­
born s trugg le  and held on to  th e ir  revo lu­
tio n a ry  fa ith .  The whole w orld  labor move­
m ent was overcome w ith  depression and 
despa ir in  1914-15-16 and 17.

B u t the Russian revo lu tion  o f Novem ber 
7 changed a ll th a t ove rn igh t. A t  one blow  
the revo lu tion  li f te d  the p ro le ta r ia t o f 
Europe to its  fee t again. I t  s tirre d  the hun­
dreds o f m illio ns  o f colon ia l slaves who 
had never known p o lit ic a l asp ira tion  before, 
who had never dared to  hope before. The 
Russian revo lu tion  awakened them  to  a 
new life .

Here in the United States, the progressive 
sections of the socialist and labor move­
ment were reinvigorated by the Russian 
revolution. The morale of the movement’ 
grew stronger than ever before. For the 
first time, concentrated in revolutionary 
action, we had a demonstration of the real 
meaning of the doctrines of Marxism. For 
the first time, we learned from the example 
and teachings of Lenin and Trotsky and 
the leaders of the Russian revolution, the 
real meaning of a revolutionary party. 
Those who remember that time, whose lives 
became welded to the Russian revolution, 
must think of i t  today as the greatest in ­
spiring and educational force that the op­
pressed class of the world has ever known.

M arx  and Engels l i f te d  the conception 
o f socialism  fro m  utop ia  to science. The 
Russian revo lu tion  developed sc ientific  
socialism  fro m  theo ry  in to  action, and 
proved several th in gs  w h ich before had been 
abstract genera liza tions and predictions. 
The Russian revo lu tion  proved in action 
th a t ce rta in  th in g s  were tru e  beyond a ll 
fu r th e r  doubting . The f irs t  o f these th ings 
th a t were proved by the re vo lu tion  was th a t 
i t  is possible fo r  the w orkers  to  take power. 
I t  is possible fo r  the w orkers  to fo rge  out 
o f its  ranks a p a r ty  th a t  is  capable o f 
leading the s trugg le  to  v ic to ry . A nd  the 
w orkers in a ll countries w i l l  e ve rla s ting ly  
rem em ber th a t. N o th in g  can erase fro m  
h is to ry  th a t example. V ic to ry  o f the  pro le- 
ta i- ia t is  possible-—the Russian revo lu tion  
in action, in  blood and fire , proved th a t i t  
is so.

W e a ll know  th a t the authentic leaders 
o f the revo lu tion , Lenin, T ro tsky , con­
ceived o f i t  no t as an end in  its e lf, bu t as 
a f irs t  step, the f irs t  stage, in the w o rld  
revo lu tion  w h ich  alone could complete w ha t 
had been sta rted  in  the Soviet U n ion. The 
conditions ob je c tive ly  were a lready m ature  
in 1917, 18 and 19, fo r  such a w o rld  revo lu ­
tion , beg inn ing in  Europe. W h a t was lack­
ing  was the leadership, the p a rty , w ith o u t 
w h ich the w orkers cannot succeed. The 
leadership o f the old p a rty , the  Social- 
Democrats, who had betrayed the w orkers 
under the tes t o f w ar, supported the 
bourgeoisie in  th e ir  coun te r-revo lu tiona ry  
f ig h t aga inst the w orkers  in  the period 
fo llo w in g  the  w a r. The young and ha s tily  
organized com m unist parties, w h ich  had 
been form ed in  European countries in 
response to  the example o f the Russian 
revo lu tion , were as ye t too weak and too 
young, too inexperienced, fo r  th e ir  h is to ric  
task.

THE WORKERS’ POST-WAR DEFEATS
Thus the revolution, which objectively 

had every possibility to succeed on the 
whole continent of Europe, failed in the 
post-war years. The workers today have 
to pay for that failure, and fo r the conse­
quent isolation of the Soviet Union, with  
another and even more terrible W orld W ar.

The capitalist world surrounded and 
isolated the Soviet Union. For three years, 
1918 to 20, the revolution had to fight for 
its life  in the civil w ar financed and sup­
ported by the world imperialists, and in 
the interventionist attempts in which the 
great m ajority of the capitalist powers 
participated. The economy of Russia, te r­
ribly backward when the war began, a 
heritage from Czarism, was almost com­
pletely ruined in the war and the civil war 
which followed. Hunger and famine ravish­
ed the whole land, But the first workers’ 
state survived all of that. I t  survived the 
isolation and the blockade imposed upon 
it  by world mperialism. I t  survived the 
civil war, the intervention, the famine, the 
hunger, the economic disorganization and 
demoralization. The Soviet Union survived 
because, contained within that effo rt of the 
proletariat of Russia, there was a dynamic 
power such as had never been released be­
fore in the whole world, the power of the 
revolutionary proletariat.

The revolution survived, but not without 
terrible cost. On the basis of the hunger, 
and the scarcity, and the backwardness, and 
the isolation, arose the reactionary priv i­
leged bureaucracy personified by Stalin. 
The crimes of the Stalinist bureaucracy are 
known to everyone present here. They

debased the the o ry  w h ich had guided the 
revo lu tion . They destroyed the p a r ty  th a t 
had made the revo lu tion . They destroyed 
the Soviets and the trade unions as se lf­
ac tin g  organism s o f the w orkers. They 
assassinated a whole generation o f the 
leaders o f the  revo lu tion . They beheaded 
the Red A rm y , and they  capped th e ir  series 
o f unprecedented crim es aga inst the  people 
by the assassination o f the m ost authentic 
representa tive  o f the revo lu tion— Comrade 
T ro tsky .

B u t they haven’t, in  sp ite  o f a ll o f th a t, 
been able to  k i l l  the  revo lu tion . There is 
som eth ing the re  th a t proved its e lf  to  be 
s tronger than a ll the  im p e ria lis t powers 
o f the w o rld  in  the e a rly  days; som eth ing 
s tronger than the corrod ing and degenerat­
in g  bureaucracy. W e alone know  the fu l l  
ex ten t o f the  bu reaucra tic  degeneration 
th a t has taken place in  the  Soviet Un ion 
since the death o f Lenin. A nd  we, fo llo w in g  
T ro tsky , exposed i t  and expla ined i t  before 
others and w ith o u t any em bellishm ents 
whatever. W e know  the  fu l l  ex ten t o f the 
degeneration b u t we also know  the lim its  
o f the degeneration. W e know  th a t the  basic 
conquests o f the revo lu tion , the  nationalized 
in d u s try  and the planned production, rem ain 
a t the base o f the Soviet state. T h a t i t  w hy 
the revo lu tion  stays a live  in  sp ite  o f a ll the 
prem ature  announcements to  the con tra ry .

The v ita lity  of the revolution is demon­
strated in every test. F irs t of all, In the 
most decisive field, the field of economy, the 
base of society. The Russian revolution 
proved fo r all time, in spite of bureaucratic 
mismanagement, the superiority of the
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Soviet system of planned economy over the 
capitalist system of private property and 
anarchy in production. This superiority of 
Soviet economy was first demonstrated, 
most dramatically and convincingly, in that 
very period, a fte r 1929, of the world-wide 
crisis of the capitalist nations. When 
capitalist economy was plunging down to 
unheard of depths of stagnation and 
demoralization— in that very period, in spite 
of the backwardness of Russia, in spite of 
the isolation of Russia and its unworthy 
leadership, in that very period the Soviet 
revolution showed its power in a tremendous 
advance and development of industry.

T ha t economic s treng th  o f the  Soviet 
reg im e, and the s treng th  o f the revo lu ­
tio n a ry  tra d itio n , are be ing re flected now 
in  the m il ita ry  fie ld. The whole w o rld  has 
been surprised and astounded by the m il i ­
ta ry  prowess o f the Red A rm y . A l l  the 
m il i ta ry  experts counted upon a defeat o f 
the  Russian arrfiies in the space o f a few  
weeks o r months. B u t th is  Red A rm y  has

stood up fo r  17 m onths, despite bad leader­
ship and a lm ost continuous re trea ts  and 
defeats, w ith o u t cracking . I  say, the whole 
w orld  has been surprised, inc lud ing  S ta lin , 
who had no m ore confidence in  the  Red 
A rm y  than he had in  Soviet economy, than 
he has in the re v o lu tio n a ry  powers o f the 
w orkers genera lly . The T ro ts k y is ts  were 
not taken by surp rise. T ro ts k y  predicted 
th a t im p e ria lis t a tta ck  on the  Soviet Un ion 
would unleash m arve ls  o f p ro le ta ria n  en­
thusiasm  and f ig h tin g  capacity  in  the Red 
A rm y . He could do th a t because he, be tte r 
than others, understood th a t the  g reat 
m otive power o f the v ic to rious  revo lu tion  
had no t a ll been expended. The Red A rm y  
which the w o rld  ha ils  is an a rm y  created 
by a p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion . T h is  revo lu tion  
lives in  the m em ory o f the Soviet people. 
T ha t, and the  basic conquests wh ich they 
s t i l l  re ta in  and upon w h ich  they stand, con­
s titu te  the basis upon w hich the Red A rm y  
has unfolded such unpara lle led capacity  fo r  
defen.se and resistance and heroic sacrifice.

FASCISM AND THE WORKERS’  STATE
The war put to a test the fetish of fasc­

ism. In  the period of the great reaction 
following the death of Lenin, the betrayal 
of the Chinese revolution, the defeat in 
Germany, and the fascist victory in Ita ly , 
followed by the fascist victory in Germany 
— all these events gave rise to a fetish of 
fascism as of some new, great, invincible 
power which might possibly have a progres­
sive historic role to play. Along with that, 
we have seen developed in recent years the 
theory of the identity of fascism and soviet­
ism. The identity of the political methods 
of Stalinism and fascism led Philistines 
and renegades to identify the Stalinist and 
fascist regimes altogether, to say they are 
the same thing, national sectors of a new 
social order that is developing, creating  
some new class of “bureaucratic collec­
tivists,” or something of that sort.

O ur movement, the m ovem ent o f the 
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l, long  ago re fu ted  these 
superfic ia l theories. T ro ts k y ’s analysis has 
been fu l ly  confirm ed in  the w a r. T ro tsky , 
in his analysis, did no t proceed fro m  the 
estim ation  o f s ingle events o r isolated 
sym ptom s. Reasoning as a M a rx is t, he took 
th is  th e o ry  o f the  id e n tity  o f fascism  and 
the Soviet U n ion , and he p u t the question 
f irs t  o f a l l:  H ow  did each one arise? Here 
the m ost pro found d iffe rence is revealed a t 
the ve ry  s ta rt. In  Russia the  Soviet reg im e 
arose as a p roduct o f the  p ro le ta rian  revo lu ­
tion , as a v ic to ry  o f the  w orkers against 
the C za ris t police, B lack Hundreds and 
W h ite  Guards. Fascism  in  I ta ly ,  on the 
o ther hand, arose as a coun te r-revo lu tion  
o f B lack Hundred gangs, financed by the 
b ig  cap ita lis ts , aga inst the w orkers. Ita lia n  
fascism  did n o t come to  power as an im ita ­
tion  o f the Russian revo lu tion , b u t as a 
coun te r-revo lu tiona ry  answer to  it .

Secondly, T ro ts k y  p u t the  question: How 
did each reg im e— the  Russian and the

fascis t— develop in  its  f ir s t  stages, and 
whom did i t  benefit? In  Russia, the Soviet 
reg im e developed as a power o f the  w orkers  
and peasants, exp rop ria ted the cap ita lis ts  
and land lords and enhanced the streng th  
o f the w orkers and the peasants. In  I ta ly , 
the coun te r-revo lu tion  o f fascism  im ­
m ed ia te ly  and d ire c tly  strengthened and 
benefited finance cap ita l a t  the expense o f 
the in te rests o f the w orkers and the 
peasants and a ll the poor.

W hat was the world attitude toward 
Soviet Russia and fascist Ita ly  in the 
beginning? That part of the world which 
is made up of workers and colonial slaves 
hailed the Russian revolution with en­
thusiasm and surrounded it with their sym­
pathy in the early years. The capitalists, 
the foreign money sharks, the exploiters 
of all lands, ardently supported Mussolini. 
American money— W all Street m o n e y -  
helped to prop him up in the earliest days.

N ext, take  the  m ost im p o rta n t c rite rio n , 
the economy o f the coun try . W h a t was the 
e ffec t o f the  fasc is t coun te r-revo lu tion  on 
the one side, and the w o rke rs ’ revo lu tion  
on the other, on the  developm ent o f the 
productive powers o f the w orkers, w h ich is 
the decisive and basic c r ite r io n  fo r  all; 
regim es? In  fasc is t I ta ly ,  economy was 
s tifle d , p u t in  an iro n  g r ip  o f the  b ig  
m onopolists and tw is ted  to  serve th e ir  
p r iva te  in te rests a t every tu rn . The hide­
ously d is to rted  and declin ing  economy has 
cursed I ta ly  ever since the  fasc is t counter­
revo lu tion . The S oviet revo lu tion  in Russia 
libera ted the forces o f p roduction fro m  the 
s tra it- ja c k e t o f p riva te  ownership and made 
possible a developm ent o f the productive 
powers o f the w orkers and an expansion o f 
in d u s tr ia l developm ent on a scale never 
seen before in  h is to ry , th rou gh  the  m edium 
o f na tiona lized in d u s try  and planned eco­
nomy.

BANKRUPTCY OF THE FASCISTS
A ll these pro found d ifferences in  the  tw o 

regim es, w h ich superfic ia l people wanted to 
id e n tify , show’ th e ir  significance now under 
the  tes t o f the w ar. A nd w h a t does the w a r 
say about the  th e o ry  th a t fascism  and 
Sovietism  are the same th in g ?  Ten days 
ago Ita lia n  fascism  celebrated its  tw en tie th  
ann iversary— October 29. B u t i t  w’asn’t  
much o f a celebration. I t  was m ore lik e  a 
fun e ra l. M usso lin i d idn ’t  even appear in the 
arena to  p u f f  out his chest and make 
th rea ten ing  speeches. V e ry  l i t t le  was said 
because a ll the dreams o f the fasc is t Roman 
E m pire  o f M usso lin i are gone w ith  the 
w ind. The people o f I ta ly  are s ta rv ing . The 
economy is bankrup t. The cou n try  seethes 
w ith  revo lu tion . The fa sc is t m asters o f I ta ly  
are no longer able to  con tro l the  people;

they have to  re ly  on H it le r ’s troops and 
secret police.

The soldiers o f I ta ly  w i l l  no longer f ig h t 
any m ore anywhere in  the  w o rld . A nd  we 
have th is  absurd exp lanation  o f cowardice. 
E ve ry  tim e  a serious m il ita ry  s trugg le  
begins, the  I ta lia n  soldiers re tre a t o r su r­
render. W e hear th is  s tup id  chauv in is tic  
exp lanation th a t th is  is due to  the ra c ia l 
in fe r io r i ty  o f the Ita lia n s , to  th e ir  cow ar­
dice. B u t, o f course, i t  is rid icu lous  to speak 
about the cow’ard ice o r the  m il i ta ry  in ­
capacity o f the Ita lia n  soldiers. There are 
no b raver people than the Ita lia n s . They 
are the equals in  every w ay o f any other 
n a tio n a lity  in  Europe o r A m erica. The true  
exp lanation  o f the Ita lia n  m il ita ry  debacle 
is ve ry  simple.

The Ita lia n  w orkers  and peasants don’t  
w an t to f ig h t because they have no t g o t a 
pa rtic le  o f confidence in  the regim e and 
don’t  consider i t  w o rth  f ig h tin g  fo r. 1 nat 
is the exp lanation  o f  the Ita lia n  m il ita ry  
defeats everywhere. In  Greece the Ita lia n  
soldiers on one f ro n t  la id  down th e ir  arm s 
and marched in  as prisoners, no t w ith  th e ir  
heads bowed, seeking pardon fro m  the con­
querors; they marched in s ing ing  “ Bandiera 
Rossa,”  the g re a t suppressed m arch ing song, 
o f the Ita lia n  w o rke rs ’ movement. T h a t 
song w il l  resound again in m ig h ty  chorus 
in the streets o f I ta ly .

The truth is that the fascist regime of 
Ita ly , after a brief twenty years, is bank­
rupt through and through and cannot stand 
defeats, while the Soviet Union, the product 
of a proletarian revolution, has shown a 
mighty strength in war in spite of the most 
terrible defeats caused by bad leadership. 
And if  the German fascist, H itler, brooding 
over the Eastern front and the steadily 
growing wave of discontent and revolt 
throughout the mass of the people at home, 
wants to know the fate of his dream of a 
thousand years of German fascist domina­
tion, he can look to Mussolini— there he 
w ill see the image of his own future. Fasc­
ism cannot stand the test of war, cannot 
stand defeat. Those who say that fascism 
and Sovietism are the same are completely 
refuted by the realities of the war.

Fascism and the Soviet system are not 
the same. Fascism  is a desperate and sho rt­
lived, fina l expedient o f a dy ing  social 
system. In  a b r ie f tw e n ty  years Ita lia n  
fascism  has exhausted its  economic, its  m i l i ­
ta ry , and a ll its  m ora l reserves. On the 
o ther hand, the Soviet system  is  the h is ­
to r ic a lly  necessary b ir th  o f a new social 
order, be tte r and m ore progressive than 
cap ita lism  e ith e r in  its  dem ocratic o r its  
fasc is t fo rm , and h is to r ic a lly  destined to 
supercede cap ita lism .

The Russian revo lu tion  proved three 
th ings  fo r  a ll tim e. Two o f them  have been 
mentioned. F irs t ,  i t  proved th a t the p a r ty  
and the leadership necessary fo r  v ic to ry

can be created by the p ro le ta r ia t, as they 
have been created by the Russian p ro le ­
ta r ia t.

Second, the Russian revo lu tion  proved—
1 am now repea ting  w h a t I  said before—  
th a t the system o f na tionalized in d u s try  
and planned economy, in troduced by a 
Soviet revo lu tion , is superio r, m ore progres­
sive, m ore p roductive , than any device o f 
cap ita lism , w hethe r dem ocratic o r fasc is t.

A nd the th ird  th in g  w h ich  we can say is 
dem onstrated by the revo lu tion , and proved 
now in the tes t o f w a r, is th a t on ly  one 
class is capable o f so lv ing  the g re a t social 
problem s o f ou r epoch. T h a t class is the 
p ro le ta ria t.

The Fourth International with its pro­
gram and its tactics anchored to these 
three propositions, has been proven correct 
by the whole test of events. Therefore, on 
the tw enty-fifth  anniversary of the revolu­
tion, we do not change our course. We see 
not only the terrible weakness of the Soviet 
regime which derives from the bureaucratic 
mismanagement and control. We see al$o 
the strength and the power which derives 
from the revolutionary origin of the Soviet 
Union and its basic conquests.

I  th in k  i t  is qu ite  c lear th a t H it le r  made 
a m o rta l e rro r in a tta ck in g  the Soviet 
Union. Fascis t th in k in g  was fa r  too super­
fic ia l fo r  the com plicated problem  involved 
in the a tte m p t to  destroy the Soviet U n io r  
and its  Red A rm y  and its  economic system. 
H it le r  made a ve ry  common m istake. He 
saw on ly  the  bureaucracy w h ich is weak, 
in e ffic ie n t and cow ard ly , and he did not sec, 
and did no t understand, the v ita l i ty  o f (he 
s t i l l  l iv in g  revo lu tion , and the m ig h ty  sour­
ces o f achievem ent and heroism  th a t th is  
revo lu tion  could ca ll fo r th  in tim e  o f w ar. 
A ll the p e t t y - b o u r g e o i s  po litica l 
'h in k e rs  overlook th is  p o in t— th "  d iffe rence 
between the Soviet U n ion , wh ich is the 
product o f a g re a t revo lu tion , and the 
usu rp ing  bureaucracy, w h ich i ; a pa ras itic  
tum or on the Soviet U n ion. I is ou ite  ob­
vious th a t H it le r  is no genius but ju s t an­
o ther petty-bourgeo is th in ke r.

CLASS NATURE OF THE USSR
F or our p a rt, we have always rejected 

these superfic ia l conclusions o f the v u lg a r 
th inke rs , who judge every fe a tu re  or in ­
cident out o f its  h is to ric  context, w ith o u t 
regard  fo r  w h a t w ent before and w ha t m ust 
come a fte r. To our w ay o f th in k in g , to the 
M a rx is t method o f analysis, the o r ig in  o f 
the Soviet s ta te  had to  be taken as the 
po in t o f departure. T h is  o r ig in  was in 
revo lu tion . We studied it ,  aided and directed 
by Comrade T ro ts k y . W e studied the Soviet 
Union, no t as an iso lated s ta tic  phenomenon 
bu t as a process. W e studied i t  in  its  
changes, and tr ie d  to  determ ine in  each case 
w ha t was fundam enta l and w h a t was 
secondary, w h a t had been gained and w hat 
had been lo s t in  th a t  chang ing process. And 
by th is  m ethod o f th in k in g  we a rrived  a t 
our conclusion: th a t the  Soviet U n ion does 
no t and cannot represent fascism , no r a 
social o rder ru led by a new exp lo itive  class, 
bu t a deform ed and degenerated w o rke rs ’ 
state. And fro m  th a t we proceed to our 
f ig h tin g  m o tto : “ N ever surrender a position 
before i t  is lo s t!”  W e know  a ll the  defects 
o f the Soviet U n ion. W e know  a ll the  crim es 
o f the bureaucracy. B u t we know  also a ll 
th a t m ig h ty  pow er o f those conquests o f 
the progressive revo lu tion  w h ich  rem ain 
s t i l l  in ta c t, and the re fo re  we continue to 
defend the Soviet U n ion.

Some may say, “Defense of the Soviet 
Union in the present circumstances can be 
only moral support. O f what use is it?” We 
can answer— and I  can te ll you from my 
personal knowledge and recollection— that 
the moral support of the international 
proletariat was the force which saved the 
Soviet Union from destruction in its earliest 
years, and even later. The interventions 
against the Soviet Union could not succeed 
because the sympathy of the masses of the 
people of Europe for the Soviet Union was 
so great. I t  was impossible fo r the im ­
perialist to organize mass armies or take 
any serious m ilitary  measures because of 
the threats of the workers against any 
government that would try  it.

M ora l sup po rt is  w h a t we g ive here in 
Am erica, as a lw ays since 1917, b u t our 
po licy  is n o t on ly  fo r  the  U n ited  States. 
O ur po licy  is a w o rld  po licy , as th a t o f the 
M arx is ts  and Bolsheviks has always been. 
O ur p o licy  is the  p o licy  o f the Russian sec­
tion  o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l, w h ich lives 
and figh ts . A nd the y  continue a t th e ir  task 
— to  defend the country , to  rebu ild  the 
B olshevik p a rty , to  rev ive  the  Soviets and 
the trade  unions, and to  ove rth row  the 
S ta lin is t bureaucracy. W hether, w ith  the 
help o f the  in te rn a tio n a l p ro le ta r ia t, they 
sha ll succeed o r fa il ,  h is to ry  has ye t to show

S ta lin ’s speech the  o ther day, p rin ted  in 
a ll the c a p ita lis t newspapers, on ly  shows 
th a t he is s t i l l  do ing a ll th a t he can to 
ensure the defeat o f the Soviet U n ion in  the 
w a r w ith  H itle r is m . S ta lin  re jects the  rea l 
a llies o f the  Soviet U n io u — the w orkers  o f 
Europe and A m erica  and the colon ia l peo­
ple, and above a ll, the  w orkers 6 f Germany 
— and he directs his appeal and his alliances 
to  the im p e ria lis ts  o f the U n ited  States and 
Great B r ita in . He looks fo r  the sa lvation o f 
the Soviet U n ion, ra th e r o f the bureaucracy, 
in a v ic to ry  o f the so-called U n ited  N ations 
aga inst the  A x is  powers. I f  the y  defeat the 
A x is ,, i f  A m erica  and G reat B r ita in  crush 
fasc is t G erm any in  the  w ar, would th a t 
ensure the  sa fe ty  o f the Soviet U n ion ? 
Those who m ay be deluded by th a t tho ugh t 
fo r  a m om ent, should rem em ber 1918-20.

No sooner had an a rm is tice  w ith  the Cen­
t ra l Powers been arranged, before peace 
was concluded, than the fo rm e r a llies  o f 
Russia, the  champions o f democracy—  
England, F rance and A m erica— turned a ll 
th e ir  force aga inst the Russian revo lu tion . 
I f  they succeed in estab lish ing a f ro n t  in 
the Balkans and defeat H itle r , who can 
im agine in the absence o f a European 
revo lu tion , th a t the sword o f H it le r  having 
been broken, i t  w i l l  no t be replaced by the 
sword o f A ng lo -A m erican  im peria lism  
pointed a t the Soviet U n ion , as i t  was in 
1918-20? H ow  can i t  be otherw ise? The 
con flic t between the Soviet U n ion and the 
im p e ria lis t powers is som eth ing d iffe re n t 
and m ore pro found than the r iv a lry  between 
one im p e ria lis t power and another. Here is 
involved the clash, the irreconcilab le  con­
f l ic t  o f tw o con tra s ting  social systems. One 
o r the o ther m ust p reva il in  the w o rld ; 
one o r the o th e r m ust go down. And 
whoever preaches t ru s t  in  the  A ng lo -A m e r­
ican im p e ria lis ts  is a t r a ito r  to the Soviet 
Union.

We, for our part, turn to the workers—• 
above all, to the German workers— and to 
the colonial people, and we say, they are 
the only true allies of the Soviet Union. 
They are the only true allies because they 
alone have their fundamental interest 
bound up with the preservation of the 
Soviet Union, just as the fundamental in ­
terests of the Soviet Union arc indissolubly 
connected with the fate of the uprisings of 
the colonial masses and the victory of the 
workers in the world. And let those doubt 
who w ill. We believe in the workers. We, 
believe in the colonial slaves awakened to 
new life  by the Russian revolution.

We don’t  doubt th a t in  Ind ia  ton igh t, 
m illio ns  o f the colon ia l insurgents are 
th in k in g , on th is  ann iversary  day, o f the 
Russian revo lu tion . They are th in k in g , 
s im p ly  bu t s trong ly , and saying to them ­
selves: “ The Russians did i t ;  w h y  can’t  
w e ? ”  Once the oppressed masses o f the 
w o rld  begin to  th in k  th a t w ay the rea liza ­
tion  o f th a t asp ira tion  w i l l  be placed on 
the o rder o f the day. We believe th a t before 
th is  bloody carnage is over, the  w orkers, 
the people, w i l l  say th e ir  decisive word. 
And when the y  speak to  the im peria lis ts , 
the y  w i l l  speak Russian.

The Russian revolution is in the greatest 
peril today. W e do not delude ourselves 
about that. We do not deceive ourselves or 
others with any false optimism about the 
danger confronting the Soviet Union. We 
see the situation as it really is. We know 
that the fate of the Soviet Union hangs in 
the balance, that it depends now. more than 
ever, on the world revolution of the prole­
tariat and the colonial masses. But we have 
faith  in the world revolution, and because 
of that, we retain our hope in the ultimate 
regeneration of the Soviet Union. We keep 
undimmed our faith  that world revolution 
w ill release humanity from this terrible 
vise of the war, and open up a new stage 
of progress on the way to the communist 
future. Because of that; here on the 
occasion of the tw enty-fifth  anniversary, 
as we celebrate the liv iijg  revolution, we 
ran still express tho confident hope that 
the funeral of the Russian revolution, which 
so many renegades and traitors are an­
nouncing; w ill not merely be postponed, but 
w ill never take place.
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Sidelights A t The F i f t h  Annual Convention Of The CIO
chuletl Reuther. “ and tha t a t t i ­
tude permeates the biggest le­
vels of our w ar production ac-

BOSTON, Nov. 15— One moment 
in  a d u ll convention when the 
delegates re a lly  pricked up th e ir
ears was when W a lte r Reuther | t iv it ie s  in  W ashington.’ 
started te llin g  CIO how the Big 
Businessmen in  W ashington rea l­
ly  feel about the Soviet U nion:

“ I  came back from  W ashing­
ton about three weeks ago in 
a plane,’’ Reuther said, “ and 
there were tw o representatives 
o f the W ar Production Board in  
fro n t of me, big autom obile ex­
ecutives.

"T hey were reading the news 
about S ta lingrad, and H it le r  
had gained tha t p a rtic u la r day, 
and they were re jo ic ing  because 
the Nazis had pushed the Com­
m unists back on the S ta ling rad 
fro n t. One of them said:

“  ‘A ll  we have to do is jus t 
g ive the Russians enough so 
they can hang on. and they w ill 
destroy one another.’

"T h a t was the a ttitud e ,”  con-

Senator Pepper of F lo rid a  lias 
quite a veneer of c iv iliz a tio n  en­
ameled on over his Southern 
Bourbon hide, but the veneer 
cracked at one po in t d u rin g  his 
speech at the CIO convention.

Pepper was describ ing the v a r i­
ous crim es of the A xis  powers. 
F in a lly  he came to M usso lin i’s 
invasion of E th iop ia . Pepper des­
cribed how M uqsolini "carved up 

i the carcasses of the savages of 
' E th iop ia .”

A carcass is the body o f an ani- 
I m a l: the word is never applied 
to the human body —  except by 
Southern Bourbons re fe rr in g  to 
the bodies of Negroes.

B it te r ly  humorous, one Negro 
delegate rem arked to me tha t Pep-

| per was t ry in g  to work up some 
I sym pathy in his own m ind fo r 
I the v ic tim s of M ussolin i. He 
cou ldn 't th in k  of fee ling bad 

| about Negroes being carved up. 
; but could feel a l i t t le  so rry  fo r 
the E th iop ians by ca llin g  them 
savages.

The biggest flop  of the conven- 
1 tion  was H illm a n ’s would-be come­
back speech on Wednesday. H is 
lieu tenan ts had in fo rm ed t lie 

i press he would speak tha t day 
! and tr ied  to dress up the occa- 
j sion. B u t f irs t M u rra y  let H ill-  
I man down, m erely recognizing 
| h im  — it was du ring  the discus­
sion on "to ta l w a r m ob iliza tion ”  
—  as “ delegate H illm a n .”  H i l l ­
man was on the p la tfo rm  and pro­
ceeded to make a full-dress 
speech, a ttem p ting  to ju s t ify  bis 
record du ring  the tim e  he was

I co-director of OPM. H illm a n  was 
| never a good orator, but he is 
! p re tty  te rr ib le  now. U n fo rtun t- 
i a ly  fo r him , too, he followed a 
j very able speech by Reuther.

Delegates d rifted  out of the hall 
in -increas ing  numbers as H illm a n  
continued. N e ithe r by personal 
qua lifica tions nor by machine po l­
it ic s  and least of a ll by program  
did H illm a n  have any standing. 
Most of the delegates active ly  d is­
lik e  h im  fo r having “ pioneered" 
—  he was a t Roosevelt's elbow 
when he ordered the troops to 
break the N o rth  A m erican A v ia ­
tion  s tr ik e  —  in  the ug ly busi­
ness of ham string ing  labor.

Rule No. 3 of the convention 
provided: “ Speeches shall be lim ­
ited to five m inutes.”

B u t th a t was on ly observed fo r 
the common herd.

C. Haywood, F rank  Bender and 
the other old wheelhorses from  
the m iners. When they broke 

The big shots s im p ly  | w ith  John I,. Lewis, they d idn ’t 
do i t  under the leadership of 
M urray. Roosevelt is th e ir  leader.

I A ny tim e  tha t Van B ittn e r o r H iil-  
I man or M urra y  or the lik e  started 
i to ta lk , he ta lked as long as he 
pleased.
came to the p la tfo rm  and talked 
from  there, w ith o u t even the pret- 

; ense of asking a m a jo rity  to waive 
the rule.

Van B ittne r, o ffic ia lly  second in  
command to M urray  in  the Steel 
W orkers, obviously th in ks  of h im ­
self as the he ir to M urray  as CIO 
President. As such, he fe lt  i t  
necessary to spout on p rac tica lly  
every question, so th a t endless 
pages of the record are filled 
w ith  his unbelievably dreary 
speeches.

S itt in g  on the p la tfo rm  most of 
the tim e, next to M urray, his de­
meanor made i t  p la in  th a t he con­
sider M urra y  as m ere ly an equal. 
So, as a m atter of fac t, do A llan

John L. Lew is’ fo rm er lieu te ­
nants fear h im  s till ,  despite the ir 
brave words. Themselves bereft 
of an y th in g  bu t the o rd ina ry  
tr ic k s  of bureaucracy, they fear 
some new bold adventure of his 
w ill catch them flatfooted.

Van B ittn e r said: " I  th in k  John 
I,. Lew is is fast com m ittin g  su i­
cide fo r h im self, so I  have no th­
ing personal to say concerning 
h im ." Meaning, he wished he 
could be sure B ig  John was 
through.

And M urra y  assured the con­
vention, at the end o f a long 
speech about John L. Lew is: " I

am not going to occupy another 
m inute of your tim e ta lk in g  about 
the m atter, and I w ant to assure 
you that ton igh t I am going to 
have a> pe rfectly  good, honest to 
God n ig h t’s rest.”  No doubt be­
cause he has spent many a sleep­
less n ig h t th in k in g  about w hat 
John L. is cooking up fo r him .

T ha t s il ly  business o f the de­
legates r is in g  in  silence, in  mock 
memory of John L. Lewis, had a 
Freudian touch about it .  They 
ju s t wished he were dead and 
gone.

CIO is s t i l l  having troub le  buy­
ing  radio tim e. “ A  num ber of 
local rad io  stations s t i l l  adhere 
to the pre-PearlHarbor a ttitud e  
o f re fu s in g  to sell tim e, on the 
ground tha t our m ate ria l is  con­
trove rs ia l,”  the Committee on 
P ub lic ity  reported.

CIO convention m inutes are 
usually very scrupulous — much 
more so than A F L  conventions —  
hu t there was one aston ish ing 
omission.

In  ca llin g  fo r recom m itting  
the reso lu tion on rac ia l d isc rim ­
in a tio n  In order to have i t  
strengthened, W ill ia r i l S. T ow n­
send, President of the U n ited  
T ransport Service Employees Un­
ion (the  Negro red caps) cited 
the case of “ a prom inen t CIO 
leader”  in  the South who had to ld 
h im : “ We organize in  th is  sec­
tio n  of the country according to 
the established p a tte rn ”  —  tha t 
is. ca te rihg  to the doctrine of 
w h ite  supremacy.

Townsend’s speech appears on 
page 4S of the Tuesday m inutes 
—  bu t w ith o u t the paragraph 
about tha t “ p rom inent CIO lead­
e r” ! Nor is there any in d ica tion  
of any k in d  th a t h is speech is not 
reproduced as a whole.

Effects Of Subordinating CIO To Roosevelt
(Continued fro m  page 1)

today a f te r  a year o f w ar. T h a t 
is w o rth  describ ing inp ic tu re

de ta il.

NO  IT E M IZ A T IO N S

The m ost th a t Haywood could 
say was; “ The CIO  hasn’t  done 
so bad in  the la s t year in  o r­
gan iz ing  workers. I t  can do 

In  the 1936 and 1940 elections, j be tte r in the com ing year and 
the trade union leaders in cam- should do so.”  W hich, com ing 
p a ig n in g  fo r  Roosevelt gave h im  I from  people who vocife rously  
c red it fo r  every advance made , congra tu la te  themselves fo r  every 
by the organized s trugg les o f the | sm all advance, s im p ly  means th a t 
w orkers  aga inst the bosses. B y  j in  a year o f unprecedented in - 
the  same token, the CIO leader-* crease o f em ploym ent in the 
ship, ending every convention mass indus tries  the C IO  has 
speech w ith  fe rve n t declarations | achieved no substan tia l g row th .

o rgan iza tion  r e p o r t  w ith o u t j under the  guise o f ‘na tiona l 
figures. defense’ w h ich  has characterized

every m a jo r s trugg le  to  b ring  
ba rga in ing  r ig h ts  and union con­
d itions to  w a r industries.

o f support fo r  Roosevelt, should 
have item ized a ll the gains made 
by the w orkers d u rin g  the la s t 
year thanks to  Roosevelt.

B u t there were no such item iza­
tions.

Instead, there emerged a p ic­
tu re  o f setbacks su ffe red  by the 
C IO  and the whole labo r move­
ment.

W ha t is the present m em ber­
ship o f the CIO ? One would 
th in k  th a t the f irs t  du ty  o f the 
leadership would be to present 
the  convention w ith  exact figures, 
reco rd ing gains o r losses, and to 
exp la in  them. Instead, M u rra y ’s 
le n g th y  w r itte n  re p o rt included 
no figures fo r  to ta l CIO m ember­
ship. L ikew ise  Haywood, the

S trenuously seeking fo r  some­
th in g  to indicate progress, the 
Com m ittee on O ffice rs ’ Reports 
boasted o f the “ im pressive l is t  o f 
Labor Board elections won.”  
T h a t m ig h t deceive some w orkers 
back home, hut every delegate 
present knew th a t m ost o f those 
elections did no t constitu te  new 
w orkers b rough t in to  the CIO. 
The bu lk o f the elections were in

“ The CIO has the choice o f suc­
cessfu lly  o rgan iz ing  the South 
and sm ashing the  greatest 
rese rvo ir o f open-shop s treng th , 
thus fac in g  a break w ith  the A d ­
m in is tra tio n , or w a te rin g  down 
the drive  and re tre a tin g  on the 
basis o f the CIO leadersh ip ’s

p o lit ic a l com m itm ents to Roose­
ve lts .”  (T H E  M IL IT A N T , Dec. 
6, 1941.)

M u rra y , Haywood and as­
sociates made th e ir  choice— they 
watered down the d rive  and i t  
collapsed, thanks to  th e ir  p o li­
t ic a l com m itm ents to  Roosevelt. 
N o wonder the Southern cam ­
paign, the p rinc ip a l fea tu re  o f 
discussion las t year in  D e tro it, 
was taboo in  Boston!

fa c t th a t, having surrendered the 
s tr ik e  weapon, and hav ing  ae- 

, cepted wage “ s ta b iliza tio n ,”  the 
auto and steel p lants. Thanks to , un jon leaders find l i t t le  basis on 
the k ind  o f contracts negotiated , which to induce the w orkers  to  
by th e ir  leaders, the auto w o rk - j j 0jn th e ham strung  unions. One 
ers, upon being sh ifted  to new ly- j o f the  ve ry  fow  references to 
b u ilt  w a r p lan ts o f the  same com- th is  s itua tion  was made by 
pany, had had to go th rough  new Frankensteen o f the U A W , who 
Labor Board elections to  re- confessed his d iff ic u lt ie s  in  t ry -  
establish th e ir  r ig h t  to union j j nj,- t 0 organize the W est Coast: 
lep iesen ta tion . L ikew ise in the | " \ v c no longer have the ap-

No Substantial 
Growth In CIO

A lm o s t equa lly  taboo was the | O ffice and P rofessional W orkers,

D ire c to r o f O rgan iza tion , ach iev-j steel p lants, prev iously  organized p r0ach w 
ed the signa l fe a t o f m aking  an men were voting.

Failure Of The 
Southern Drive

A t  las t yea r’s CIO convention 
in  D e tro it, i t  was clear where 
the  C IO  had to  concentrate fo r 
its  ne x t gains. The South was 
s t i l l  open-shop te r r ito ry , w ith  
m any new g ig a n tic  w a r plants 
b u ilt  o r being b u ilt there. The 
unorganized South was d ragg ing  
down the  conditions o f the w o rk ­
ers elsewhere. Hence the decision 
a t D e tro it tha t “ Point No. 1”  fo r  
the com ing year was the South. 
A  m il ita n t  reso lu tion was adopted 
in  D e tro it  to  launch a g rea t CIO 
d rive , in  the South w ith  many 
delegates p ledging the support 
o f th e ir  unions.

Speaking on th a t reso lution, 
M u rra y  had said in D e tro it:

“ Yes, the slogan o f the 
N a tion a l CIO  fo r  the ensuing 
yea r is go ing to be one o f o r­
g a n iz ing  the g re a t South. The 
g re a t South m ust be organized 
before th is  convention meets next 
yea r! There is no t go ing to be

lanta (G a.) In d u s tr ia l Union 
Council, who expressed disap­
po in tm ent a t the fa c t th a t the 
reso lu tion on organ iza tion  did 
not even m ention the South and 
th a t he fe lt  ‘ th a t the organ iz ing  
d rive  in the South had not 
received the suppo rt i t  should 
have had. I have to repo rt at th is  
tim e tha t the e ffo r ts  in  the 
South have been a rep e titio n  o f 
the s to ry  o f too l i t t le  and too 
la te .”

N e ith e r M u rra y  nor Haywood 
attem pted to  answer C raw ford  or 
to co rrect his p ic tu re  o f fa ilu re  
in the South. The t ru th  was a ll 
too p la in .

W H Y  T H E  S O U TH E R N  
D R IV E  C O LLA P S E D

W hy had the Southern d rive  
petered out? M u rra y ’s and H a y ­
wood's idea o f th e ir  s tewardship 
o f the CTO is indicated by the 
fac t tha t no exp lanation was

a n y th in g  to stand in our w ay o f fo rthcom ing  from  them.

re once had o f te llin g  
| these w orkers th a t i f  they jo in  
up w ith  us we have a ve ry  tan- 

1 g ib le  som eth ing to  pu t in  th e ir  
- hands, th a t we can get them  a 
: wage increase, th a t we w il l  get 
them live, ten or fifteen cents an 
hour and th e ir  re troac tive  pay. 
We do not have th a t avenue le ft, 
or many o ther avenues th a t we 
previously had. No longer can we 
step in  and organize a p lan t, and 
i f  we are unsuccessful in  ba rga in ­
ing  we can no longer s tr ike , be­
cause we arc  com m itted to  a no­
s tr ik e  policy d u rin g  the w a r.”  

T h is  is a g r im  p ic tu re  o f the 
consequences o f the A F L -C IO  
surrender o f w o rke rs ’ r ig h ts  to  
the governm ent. B u t F rank - 
ensteen did not dw ell on i t  long. 
He brightened up and vvent on 
to  o ffe r  his solution to the s itu a ­
tion . I t  is tru e  the unions cannot 
o ffe r  wages and w o rk in g  condi­
tions now. B u t:

“ We can give the w orkers the 
message o f w ha t is go ing to 
happen in  the pos t-w ar days i f  
wc do no t have an o rgan iza tion  
to pro tect th e ir  in terests. W e 
can po in t out the 13 m illio n  un ­
employed th a t fo llow ed the la s t 
W orld  W ar and we can po in t out, 
too, th a t they' w i l l  jo in  these 13 
m illio n  unemployed a fte r  th is  
w a r unless there is a labo r union 
th a t has been b u ilt  up strong

w h ile  echoing M u rra y ’s line, 
nevertheless gave the figures 
which show the rea l s itua tion  o f 
the CIO. He said:

“ W hen CIO wras organized in 
1935 there were some 48 m illio n  
wage earners in the ' U n ited  I 
States. As a re s u lt o f the or-1 
gan iz ing  cam paign o f CIO, the 
organized trade  union movement 
today represents between 11 and 
12 m illio n  people, but i t  has 
represented sub s tan tia lly  th a t 
num ber since the conclusion o f 
those g re a t o rgan iz ing  days back 
in  1936 and 1937. Today, in  the 
m onth o f Novem ber, 1942 the 
to ta l wage earn ing force in the 
U n ited  States is 59 m illio n  peo­
ple, and governm ent au tho rities  
advise us th a t in the e a rly  p a rt 
o f 1943 there  w i l l  be 62 m illio n  
wage earners. The ra t io  o f o r­
ganized labor to the new w o rk ing  
class th a t has been b rough t 
fo r th  in th is  coun try  has been 
obviously in the d irec tion  of 
rep resenting  a sm a lle r p ropo r- j 
lio n  o f the to ta l w o rk in g  force j 
in  the cou n try .”

In  o ther words, CIO rem ains 
a t about five m illio n  members a t ! 
a tim e  when there has been 
added some eleven or twelve m il- i 
lion  w orkers to the population, j 
M oreover, o f the 59 m illio n  
to ta l o f a ll wage earners, a 
la rg e r p ropo rtion  is w o rk ing  in 
mass production indus tries— due 
to  w a r con tracts— than in 1935 
or 1939, so th a t ac tu a lly  CIO  
rem ains a t five m illio ns  a fte r  
about 15 m illio n  ‘more’ w orkers 
have been added to  organ izab lo 
b ig  in du s try . These figures ex­
press the bankruptcy o f the CIO 
top  leadership.

15% over the wages o f January  
1, 1941, to  compensate p a r tia lly  
fo r  the rise  in  the cost o f liv in g  
and (2) wage ad justm ents  to 
e lim ina te  inequa lities o r “ sub­
s tandard”  wages.

A  F E W  JO KERS

The jo k e r in  th is  setup is th a t 
no wage agreem ent m ay go in to  
e ffec t u n t il i t  is approved by the 
Board. W ha t happens in  those 
cases where an em ployer does 
negotiate such an agreement, 
Pressman described:

“ As o f a week ago there  was 
in  W ashington, in the offices o f 
the N a tiona l W a r Labor Board, 
about three o r fo u r  thousand 
wage agreements. The en tire  ad­
m in is tra tiv e  m achinery o f the 
Board has com ple te ly  broken 
down to  such a degree th a t the 
d iv is ion  th a t was hand ling  these 
v o lu n ta ry  wage agreements had 
stopped look ing  over the  agree­
ments, looking tow ard th e ir  ap­
prova l. These agreements piled 
up in  some room over in some 
warehouse somewhere. T h e y  
s im p ly  had no t made any record

o f them. They did no t have them  
catalogued, so th a t i f  d u rin g  the 
past few  weeks you had gone over 
to  the Board o r had w r itte n  and 
tr ie d  to find ou t som eth ing about 
you r wage agreem ent, you were 
lucky  i f  you go t an answer.

“ M ost o f us d id  no t get 
answers, because the y  did no t 
know  how to  answer us. They 
could no t find our wage agree­
ments. . . I t  m ay take anywhere 
fro m  a couple o f weeks to s ix  or 
e igh t m onths to  ge t the approval 
o f the Board fo r  a wage agree­
m ent v o lu n ta r ily  entered in to  by 
em ployer and un ion.”

N o r is th is  the end o f the ru n ­
around. Even a fte r  the Board's 
reg iona l d irec to r approves an 
agreement, then, “ i f  the em ployer 
has indicated th a t he believes 
th a t a price increase may be 
necessary i f  he g ran ts  the wage 
increase, th a t wage con tract, be­
fo re  you can ge t fina l Board ap­
proval, m ust go to  the O ffice o f 
P rice A d m in is tra tio n  fo r  ‘ th e ir ’ 
approval. How much tim e  ‘ th a t’ is 
go ing to take I  don’t  know and 
I  don’t believe anybody else can 
te ll you.”

The W ar Labor 
Board Runaround

org an iz in g  the South d u rin g  the 
cu rre n t year. We have to  do it ,  
we a rc  go ing to do i t ! "

“ P o in t No. 1”  a t Boston s-hould 
have been, there fore, to  re p o rt on 
the  progress o f the CIO drive  in 
the  South. S trange to  say, how­
ever, the subject was taboo. 
■Murray did no t m ention the 
South except, in  passing, an­
s w e rin g  a Negro delegate who 
was pressing fo r  more action 
aga inst rac ia l d isc rim ina tion , he 
said: “ U n fo rtu n a te ly  fo r  us, our 
o rgan iza tions are no t too strong  
in  the South.”  D ire c to r H ay­
wood’s “ re p o rt”  on o rgan iza tion  
d idn ’t  even name the South.

In  re p o rtin g  the CIO decision: enough to  step in and make the
fo r  a Southern cam paign la s t 
year, T H E  M IL IT A N T  c o r- j 
respondent w ro te  then fro m  the : 
CIO convention:

“ The whole apparatus o f the 
Roosevelt a d m in is tra tion  is load­
ed down w ith  la bo r-b a iting  po ll 
la x  Congressmen, and th e ir  p u r­
pose is above a ll to keep the 
labo r movem ent ou t o f the South. 
The Roosevelt p a r ty ’s firm es t 
base is these Southern Demo­
crats. A  CIO drive  in the South

A  P IC T U R E  OF T H E  
W A R  LA B O R  BO ARD

W h a t about the section o f the 
w orkers who are organized in the 
unions? How are they  fa r in g  
under the C IO -A F L  policies? 
W h a t are the resu lts o f th e ir  sub­
ord ina tion  to th e  W ar Labor 
Board ?

Q uite  a p a rt from  the absurd ity  j Strenuous a ttem pts  to ju s t i fy  
o f t ry in g  to  organize new w ork- i the W ar Labor Boar 
ers w ith  post-w ar promises, these

fig h t th a t labor was m aking  be 
fo re  the w a r e f fo r t . ”

Such was Frankenstcen’s b r i l ­
lia n t solution, and M urra y , Hay­
wood and a ll the others sagely 
nodded th e ir  heads in agreement.

C IO  leaders seemed unaware o f 
the p ic tu re  th a t Frankensteen 
was p a in ting  o f the " ju s t  peace 
a fte r  v ic to ry ”  which they re fe r

the W ar Labor Board were made 
by Lee Pressman, CIO  C h ie f 
Counsel; and by CIO board mem­
bers and a 1 t  e r  n a t  e s R. J. 
Thomas, B ittn e r, and Rievc. 
Each o f them  fe lt  i t  necessary to

would mean, there fore , opposi- ' to  as th e ir ju s tifica tio n  fo r  sup- , defend i t— and no wonder, e d i­
t ion  from  the Roosevelt ad­
m in is tra tio n , in response to  the 
demands o f the Southern Con-

The taboo about discussing the gressmen and in du s tria lis ts , 
fa ilu re  o f the CIO  drive  in the “ Added to th is  is the  fa c t th a t 
South was broken only by one the CIO w il l  face in the South 
delegate, C raw ford  o f the A t-  the same an ti- la b o r cam paign
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p o rtin g  Roosevelt. A  “ ju s t peace”  s idering  w ha t they had to  report 
o f chronic unem ploym ent and about its  an ti- la b o r consequences! 
hunger— th is  is the sole ta lk in g  Pressman began by declaring 

| po in t they o ffe r  fo r  g e ttin g  new i th a t “ we ough t to  be extrem e ly 
w orkers to jo in  the unions now ! ca re fu l no t to fa l l  in to  the tra p

j th a t our enemies would lik e  us 
M O RE 'W ORKERS IN  to fa l l  in to  and come to  the con-
IN D U S T R Y  B U T  NO G A IN S  clusion th a t the Board ough t to

The bankru p t approach o f the 
leadership to the problem  o f or-

bc scrapped.”  F o r precisely th a t 
conclusion lo g ica lly  fo llowed

gan iz ing  new w orkers  d u rin g  the i from  his descrip tion o f the W ar 
w ar was epitom ized in the slogan Labor Board, 
which M u rra y  proposed a t the i T h e  convention reso lution 
close o f the discussion on o r - 1 declared th a t “ ou ts tand ing in  the 
gan iza tion : “ The slogan o f th is  accom plishm ents”  o f the W ar 
convention should the re fo re  be, j Labor Board has been its  aid “ in 
Join the Un ion and H e lp  our defeating the  e ffo r ts  o f those who 
C oun try  W in  the W a r.”  | would have seriously impeded w ar

F o r 40 years M u rra y  has been i p roduction and im paired labor
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beaten by the em ployers a t the 
game o f w ra pp ing  h im se lf in  Old 
G lory. Nevertheless th a t is a ll he 
has to o ffe r  as a p rogram  in the 
greatest c ris is  th a t has ever con- 

I fron ted  the A m erican w orkers.
One delegate, M e r r i l l o f the

m ora le by a wage freeze.”
B u t th is  c la im  was given the 

lie  by w h a t CIO Counsel Press­
man had to re p o rt:

T heo re tica lly , the Board in 
specific cases m ay approve wage 
rises (1) to ta llin g  not m ore than

A ll the foregoing applies to 
cases in  wh ich the employer 
agrees w ith  the un ion on a new 
wage agreement.

W here the em ployer does NO T 
agree, the unions, have surrend­
ered th e ir  s tr ik e  weapon, have no 
means to  compel the em ployer.

In  re tu rn  fo r th is  surrender, 
the governm ent provides the fo l­
low ing procedure:

( I )  The union requests the 
services of a federal concilia tor, 
who attem pts to b ring  the par­
ties together, w ith  the employer 
in va ria b ly  refusing.

(21 H av ing  exhausted conc ilia ­
tion , the Federal C oncilia tion 
Service certifies the case to the 
N ational AA’a r Labor Board.

(3) The Board appoints a three- 
man panel (one each represent­
ing  labor, in d u s try  and the “ pub­
lic " )  to hold hearings.

(1) The panel subm its its  find­
ings and recommendations to the 
Board.

(5) The Board hands down a 
decision.

T h is  is the long, involved p ro­
cedure. But even th is  exists on ly 
on paper. The real s itua tion  tha t 
results was described by Press­
man as fo llows:

“ As of a week ago the conc ilia ­
tion  service, where you had to 
go firs t, had certified about five 
or s ix  hundred cases to the Na­
tiona l AVar Labor Board, and 
those five or s ix  hundred cases, 
as you know, have clogged up 
the docket of the Board to a de­
gree th a t i t  takes weeks before 
you can gel a panel. Dr. Steel­
man (head of tbo conejfliatiou 
service) to ld  me tha t to save the 
clogging of the W ar Labor Board’s 
dockets lie had m ere ly certified 
about five or s ix hundred cases 
as against Ms docket, which 
showed 8.000 cases to which he 
is supposed to assign concilia tors."

In  short, the w ar w i l l  be over 
before m ost o f the local unions 
w ill get a hearing before a panel 
from  the W ar Labor Board.

T H E  P A N E L

As fo r those cases w h ich  do get 
before a panel. Pressman stated:

“ Let me expla in what, you are 
i up against, in  these panels. U n til 

recently, w ith  the exception of 
the AYest Coast and one or two 

I other cases, a ll cases had to he 
I heard before th e ir  panels in W ash­
ington. There are no rules as to 
how the case should be presented 

! before that panel. A n employer 
representative on the panel, to­
gether w ith  the employer involved 
in the* case, i f  they wanted to —  
and there were m any cases they 
did  w an t to — could have de­
layed and did  delay the presenta­

tio n  o f th e ir  cases and the pres­
entation of rep ly briefs.

“ In  the L it t le  Steel case, we 
s ta rted  out in  February  present­
in g  our case before a panel. We 
did  not ge t the decision o f th a t 
panel u n t il some tim e in  M ay, and 
we did no t ge t the decision of 
the W ar Labor Board u n t il some 
tim e  in  J u ly .”

H av ing  presented th is  a n n ih i­
la tin g  analysis of the run-around 
in  the AVar Labor Board, Press­
man hastened to say again:

“ I m ust again emphasize that 
there is a danger th a t in  under­
standing the weakness of the ad­
m in is tra tiv e  procedure we may 
lead to c r it ic is in g  the Board to 
such a degree th a t i t  w i l l  be in ­
terpreted to mean th a t we w ant 
the Board term inated. N o th ing 
can be fu rth e r from  the tru th .”

For, as Pressman well knows, 
scrapping the Board could only 
mean a break w ith  Roosevelt, and 
the rev iva l o f the un ion m ilita n ­
cy which b u ilt  the unions and 
won them eve ry th ing  they have. 
B u t the C IO  leadership w i l l  not 
take th is  necessary road.

Pressman and the rest of the 
CIO offic ia ldom  pretend th a t the 
cause of the S ituation is “ the 
weakness of the ad m in is tra tive  
procedure" o f the Board. Only 
one delegate, Rieve, mentioned the 
fact tha t prevention of wage- 
raises is the fixed po licy  of the 
W ar Labor Board.

“ F ra n k ly ,”  said Rieve, a mem­
ber of the Board, “ I am of the 
op in ion that since October 3. 
w h ile  wages have not been frozen, 
i t  w il l be more d iff ic u lt to secure 
wage increases than it was p r io r 
to th a t date. Bear in m ind that 
the President’s order of October 
3, says that the wage scales pro - 1  

v a ilin g  as of September 15 shall j 
be considered as the proper wage I 
scales.”

E N F O R C IN G  A G R E E M E N T S
So much fo r the run-around in 

ge tting  new agreements. Once a 
un ion gets them, how about en­
fo rc ing  them so that they do not 
become scraps of paper?

Speaking of the auto plants. R. 
.1. Thomas of the UAW  confessed 
w hat has happened since the un­
ions surrendered the s tr ik e  wea­
pon:

“ In  many o f these p lants, co l­
lective ba rga in ing  has com plete­
ly  broken down. I t  has broken 
down due to the fa c t th a t even 
on grievances the management 
says to us, take i t  up to the W ar 
Labor Board. I f  our organ ization 
were to take a ll o f our grievances 
to  the AVar Labor Board, the 
Board would be do ing no th ing  
else b u t s e ttlin g  grievances. AVe

I have in  our in d u s try  some o f the 
j m ost vicious managements in  th is  
country , managements who are 
absolute ly re fu s in g  to  se ttle  
these grievances.”

S im ila r ly  W a lte r Reuther of 
the UAW  reported:

"M anagem ent refuses to move 
and the boys say, ‘W hat are we 
going to do about i t? ’ and man­
agement’s answer tim e a fte r tim e 
is: ‘Take i t  to W ashington.’ ”

“ Take i t  to  W ashing ton.”  T h a t 
is the em ployer’s way o f saying 
tha t, having surrendered the 
un ion ’s own weapons, the union 
is helpless, w h ile  the AA'ar Labor 
Board connives w ith  the em ploy­
ers.

W hile  the w orkers  are thus un­
able to  secure wage raises o r get 
the em ployers to  observe e x is t­
in g  agreements, the w o rkers ’ 
wage is being chopped down by 
r is in g  prices and m ounting  taxes.

T H E  OPA A N D  PRICES

The question of r is in g  prices 
was not discussed in the conven­
tion , bu t M u rra y ’s w r itte n  report 
stated:

“ Measures taken by the Office 
of Price A d m in is tra tio n  have not 
been su ffic ien tly  effective to pre­
vent substantia l and unwarranted 
increases in  the cost of consumers 
goods com pris ing the m a jo r por­
tion  o f the wage earner’s liv in g  
costs. OPA has raised established 
price ce ilings w ith o u t moro than 
a superfic ia l exam ination of the 
need or ju s tifica tio n  fo r  such in ­
creases and w ith  too l i t t le  con­
cern fo r consumer in te rest."

How does th is  happen in  the 
governm ent of “ labo r’s fr ie n d .’ 
Roosevelt? M urra y  does not at 
tem pt to explain.

T A X E S  M E A N  W A G E  CUTS

The other method of gouging 
labor, taxes, was also not d is­
cussed iu  the convention, but 
M u rra y ’s w ritte n  report states, 
concerning the measure signed by 
Roosevelt on Oct 21:

“ The; 1942 tax measure w ill ac­
tu a lly  deprive the w orkers of the 
means to purchase sufficient nec­
essities of life  w ith  .which to 
m a in ta in  th e ir  s trength and 
health . . . The tax  s itua tion  re­
mains the firs t leg is la tive  prob­
lem of the CIO. Reactionary Con­
gressional leaders have made very 
clear the fact th a t they are not 
yet finished w ith  th e ir  vicious 
w o rk  . . . The w o rk ing  men and 
women of Am erica w ill recognize 
in 1943 th a t the Revenue Act pass­
ed th is  year has meant a na tion­
w ide wage cu t which creates se­
rious dangers to food budgets."

A s in the case o f r is in g  prices, 
M u rra y  ignores Roosevelt’s re ­
spons ib ility  fo r  the tax  b i ll he 
signed.

A G R IM  P IC T U R E

Such, then, is the. g rim  p ic tu re  
of the s itua tion  o f the C IO  m em ­
bership a fte r  a year o f w ar un­
der Roosevelt’s adm in is tra tion . 
No substantia ! g row th  in the o r ­
ga n iza tion ; an actua l lessening 
o f its  size in p ropo rtion  to the 
size o f the w o rk ing  class in the 
heavy indu s tries ; a lm ost a ll wage 
raises now prevented by the AA'ar 
Labor B oard; co llective ba rga in ­
ing  "broken down” ; v io la tion  o f 
agreements by the em ployer w ith  
the .taunt, “ Take us to AA’ashing- 
ton ” ; the w orkers ’ standard of 
l iv in g  increasing ly  cut down by 
ris in g  prices and h igher taxes.

And, let the reader keep in 
m ind, th is  is the p ic tu re  on ly in ­
sofar as i t  is pu t together from  
the reluctant, adm issions of the 
CTO leadership which, com m itted 
to Roosevelt, te lls  as l i t t le  as pos­
sible.

The whole story has yet to be 
told. The CIO leaders are qu ite 
conscious tha t they have been 
covering up the facts. At one 
point AValter Reuther b lurted  out: 
“ I th in k  the tim e has passed 
when we should protect these fe l­
lows down there in  AVashington 
who are do ing a job on us." But 
Reuther on ly  m eant the big busi­
nessmen in  AVPB. He is s t i l l  
covering up fo r Roosevelt.

H a rry  Bridges is s t i l l  covering 
up, not on ly  fo r Roosevelt but

also fo r the big businessmen. 
Said Bridges:

“ I  would even hesita te  before 
th is  convention to  re la te  a lo t o f 
the  th in g s  th a t we know  arq  
happening in  the in d u s try . I  am 
a fra id  i t  would fu rn is h  too much 
am m un ition  fo r  appeaser forces.”  
B y “ appeasers”  B ridges means 
anybody in the labor movement 
who opposes his surrender po licy.

T H E IR  AVORDS D A M N  
T H E IR  OAATV P O LIC Y

This whole story, then, would be 
fa r worse than w hat was grudg­
in g ly  revealed by the CIO leader­
ship. B u t they to ld enough to 
damn th e ir  po licy o f subord ina t­
ing  the labor movement to the 
Roosevelt adm in is tra tion .

A t the D e tro it convention of 
the CIO last year, when on ly  the 
first effects of Roosevelt's w a r­
tim e  po licy were being fe lt, M u r­
ray addressed th is  se rv ile  appeal 
to the governm ent:

"A nd  to you, Mr. President, I 
ask you in  the s p ir it  of justice, 
in the s p ir it  of righteousness, to 
s it  down and ponder ju s t a l i t t le  
more than you have, the need of 
g iv in g  labor in .A m erica  a chance.”  

A year ago M urray  could thus 
pretend tha t Roosevelt needed to 
“ ponder ju s t a l i t t le  more than 
you have." T h is  year M urray  
dared not answer the question, 
w hat had been the resu lt of 
Roosevelt’s pondering.

Smug and conscienceless, lead­
ers lik e  M u rra y , Haywood B i t t ­
ner, Thomas and Reuther, etc., 
have no com punctions about the 
e ffec t o f th e ir  surrender po licy 
upon the w orkers. AA’ha t is w o r­
ry in g  them, however, is  the spec­
te r o f the com ing days when the 
w orkers add up the score and 
move aga inst the leaders who 
have betrayed them.

AYHAT T H E  B U R E A U C R A T S  
AVORRY A B O U T

Pressman, a t one po in t, broke 
away from  his prepared repo rt on 
the AA’a r Labor Board, to say to 
the delegates:

‘You know better than I do 
(Pressman is an appointee, they 
are elected) tiny problem s yon 
are go ing to have in  the field 
(that. is. from  the w orkers) where 
the employees feel they are en­
tit le d  to a wage increase now 
and they may have to w a it six 
m onths before they get tha t wage 
increase.”

And AValter Reuther warned his 
fellow-bureaucrats:

“ There is a fee ling  on the p a rt 
o f m any w orkers th rou gh ou t the 
country in  the various p lan ts th a t 
the Labor Board m ach inery to 
date has not been adequate, and 
th a t the movement tow ards cre­
a tin g  an adequate m ach inery has 
been too la te in com ing and ought 
to be pushed much more aggres­
s ive ly .”

Or, more p la in ly , many workers 
th roughou t the coun try  nro be­
g inn ing  to understand th a t they 
are the v ic tim s  of the unho ly a l­
liance o f th e ir  elected leaders 
w ith  the governm ent and big bus­
iness.

A s the convention was closing, 
I looked down on many faces 
there, I  am sure, fo r  the last tim e. 
Before another C IO  convention 
ro lls  around, there w ill be house­
cleaning in many o f the unions. 
Too m any o f these gentlem en 
have been away from  the shops 
too long. I t  is tim e  to  send them  
back to the bench aga in !

(A no ther a rtic le  by F e lix  M or­
row on the CIO Convention w il l  
appear in  T H E  M IL IT A N T  next 
week.)
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U.  S. S o ld ie rs  A re  J im  Crow ed In  B r ita in

On several occasions we h a ve ijo r out on dates w ith  g ir ls , became

The French Masses And The 
U. S. Political Maneuvers

in v ited  readers o f th is  column to 
express th e ir  views here and to  
re p o rt im p o rta n t developments 
th a t have not come to  our a tten -

morc numerous.
Soon a fte r  the a rr iv a l o f Negro 

troops, the U . S. A rm y  command 
asked the B r it is h  governm ent, the 

tion . We are sure th a t a ll ou r B r it is h  A rm y  command, the Lon-
readers enjoyed the in s tru c tive  
colum n on the Russian Revolu­
tio n  by John Saunders p rin ted  
here tw o weeks ago. Below we 
are presenting an a rtic le  sent us 
by W . M il le r  on J im  Crow tre a t­
m ent o f U. S. soldiers in  B r ita in . 
W e repeat th a t our request fo r  
com m unications fro m  our readers 
is a standing o ffe r.

Recently I  go t a le tte r  fro m  a 
fr ie n d  in  B r ita in , describ ing the 
im pos ition  o f J im  Crow  practices 
on the u n w illin g  B r it is h  people 
and re fu t in g  the whitew ash sta te­
ments recen tly  made by General 
B. 0 . Davis, who was sent to 
B r ita in  by the A rm y  brass hats 
here in an e f fo r t  to  p u t an end 
to  the in d ig na tion  o f the  Negroes 
in  th is  country.

M y fr ien d  po in ts out th a t the 
B r it is h  w o rk in g  class, the sm all 
shopkeepers, etc., have never been 
educated in  the s p ir it  o f color 
d isc rim ina tion . I m p e r i a l i s t  
B r ita in , ru lin g  the m illio ns  o f 
black and brown slaves o f her 
c rum b lin g  E m pire, has no t found 
i t  economically necessary to  in ­
troduce vicious race d isc rim in a ­
tion  in  the “ m other cou n try ”  be­
cause o f the sm all number o f 
Negroes there.

D u rin g  the la s t h a lf  year the 
U . S. governm ent has sent la rge  
numbers o f troops to  the B r it is h  
Isles. Am ong them  were many 
Negro troops th a t s ta rted  eoming 
in  June o f th is  year. The B r it is h  
people were im m ed ia te ly  ve ry  
hospitable tow a rd  these A m e ri­
can troops, and black and w h ite  
to  them  were alike.

Im agine f irs t,  says m y  fr ien d , 
the  astonishm ent o f the Negro 
troops, m any o f them  southern­
ers, when the B r it is h  people 
trea te d  them  as equal men. They 
were inv ited  to hom es,.introduced 
to  B r it is h  g ir ls , welcomed in a ll 
pubs, and in general trea ted cor­
d ia lly  and decently.

Im agine fu rth e r, continues my 
fr ien d , the anger o f many U . S. 
officers and w h ite  soldiers a t th is  
d isregard o f U . S. “ tra d it io n .”
Num bers o f w h ite  soldiers im ­
m edia te ly became the se lf-a p ­
pointed “ guard ians”  o f B r it is h  
womanhood. Assau lts  on N egro  ; classes, they believe in  the tru e  
soldiers, in  dance ha lls and pubs | brotherhood o f man.

don Town Council, and th rough  
them  the B r it is h  popu la tion  gen­
e ra lly , to  respect U . S. J im  Crow 
prejudices. These B r it is h  govern­
m ent agencies o ff ic ia lly  im ­
m edia te ly requested pubs, dance 
ha lls  and hotels to  com ply w ith  
the U . S. A rm y  Command re ­
quests.

Labor and independent M em ­
bers o f P a rliam e n t demanded to 
know o f C hureh ill w hy the gov­
ernm ent was com ply ing w ith  the 
U . S. brass ha ts ’ requests. C hur­
c h il l ’s hyp o c ritica l fo rm u la  fo r  
compliance was th a t “ The po in t 
o f view  o f a l l concerned w i l l  be 
m u tua lly  understood and respect­
ed.”

The p ro p rie to rs  o f numerous 
pubs, where the average B r it is h  
w orkers o ften spends the  evening 
over a p in t o f beer, refused to  
segregate N egro  troops. However 
a num ber o f them  complied, and 
“ colored troops— side entrance”  
became a standby a t m any pubs.

Dance h a ll owners under the 
pressure o f ce rta in  w h ite  sold ier 
elements, barred Negroes fro m  
dance halls. M any restau ran ts  
and hotels s ta rted  p ra c tic in g  
d iscrim ina tion . B r it is h  troops, m y 
fr ie n d  confirm s, were to ld  by 
th e ir  commanders to  be ‘c iv i l”  
tow a rd  Negro troops, b u t no t to  
ge t too fr ie n d ly .

A t  the in s titu t io n  o f open 
d isc rim ina tion , the  resentm ent o f 
the E ng lish  people rose to  a new 
h igh . N egro troops were more 
fre q u e n tly  stopped on the streets 
and asked to  E ng lish  homes fo r  
dinner. E ng lish  g ir ls  m ore openly 
insisted on da tin g  up Negro 
soldiers. C e rta in  pubs re se n tfu lly  
p u t up signs read ing “ Eng lish  
and colored troops on ly  in v ite d .”  
E ng lish  soldiers openly consorted 
w ith  Negroes. In  m any “ w h ite ”  
pubs E ng lishm en could be heard 
s tubborn ly  a rg u in g  w ith  w h ite  
soldiers who ir ra t io n a lly  defend­
ed d iscrim ina tion .

M y fr ie n d  ends his le tte r  on a 
hopefu l note. The B r it is h  people 
may have to  com ply w ith  J im  
Crow practices— bu t they ce rta in ­
ly  hate these practices, he says. 
When they ge t the chance, they 
w i l l  show the w orld  th a t u n like  
the B r it is h  and Am erican ru lin g

By A . R O LA N D

The invasion of North A fr i-  j 
ca lias created a ticklish po liti­
cal'situation for the administra- j 
tion. Which of the various m ili- i 
tary figures involved on the 
French side shall be recognized J 
as "representing France?"

There is de Gaulle, long rec-! 
ognized as the leader of t he!  
“ F ig h tin g  F rench." Then there | 
is t lie  newcomer. G iraud. the man 
who knows how to escape from  
German prisons. But also there 
is Darlan. the co llabora tion is t Ad­
m ira l whose orders ended armed 
resistance to the Am erican and 
Eng lish invaders of French M or­
occo and A lgeria .

The m anner in  which the 
United States is hand ling  the 
question o f re la tions Is of the 
greatest in te rest to workers. I t  
tends to reveal beyond the 
shadow of a doubt the shoddy na­
tu re  of the w ar propaganda. The 
basic aim s o f the war. one would 
correctly  th in k , cannot be fo rgo t­
ten o r la id  aside the moment a 
s itua tion  presents itse lf tha t in ­
volves an im m ediate in terest or 
advantage.

I f  the w ar were rea lly  a war 
fo r  democracy and against fas­
cism. the question of recogni­
t ion  of D arlan could not have 
risen fo r one moment. Here 
is one of the hand fu l of figures, 
in c lud in g  Laval and Petain, tha t 
was ready to sacrifice France 
to fascism fo r  h is own personal 
advantage.

A  view o f the harbors o f A lg ie rs , F rench A lg e ria , which surrendered to  the 
“ U n ited N a tions”  a fte r  U n ited  States A rm y  troops had effected a land ing. The 
A lg e ria n  masses, however, have s t i l l  no t go t a taste o f any F our Freedoms. They 
were enslaved before U. S. forces landed —  they are s t i l l  enslaved today. (Fed. P ie ts.)

INTERNATIONAL NOTES
The November issue of Jeicish down the tra d itio n a l antagonism 

F ro n t ie r , Z ion is t magazine, is de-1 between the Poles and the Czechs 
voted to eye-witness reports of in  the Cieszyn d is tr ic t of Silesia, 
the  to rtu re  the Jew ish people are- where g u e rr illa  w a rfa re  is being 
su ffe rin g  under Nazi occupation. | waged jo in t ly  by Poles and 
These reports Ind icate tha t in  1 Czechs, according to the magazine
th e ir  strugg le against the Nazi 
heel, the peoples of the occupied 
countries arc moved to sym pathy 
w ith  those Jews th a t rem ain, and 
even r is k  great danger to help 
them.

Of a ll the occupied countries, 
the masses of Holland seem to 
be most active in  tak in g  the pa rt 
o f the Jews. T he ir persecution 
by the Nazis led to a spontaneous 
s tr ik e  on February 25 which 
"passed to a ll the large c ities  of 
N o rthe rn  Holland and lasted fo r 
two days . . . M a rtia l law  was 
proclaim ed, find a curfew  in s t i­
tu ted from  7 P. M. Machine guns 
dispersed meetings held by the 
workm en of the c ity "  (A m ster­
dam).

The s tr ik e  was broken, the a r­
rested Jews were not released: no 
one knows w hat happened to 
them.

*  *  *

Jo in t strugg le against a com­
mon enemy has likew ise  broken

Poland Fights.
*  *  *

"A  curfew  has been Imposed 
on a great pa rt o f the w ork ing  
class N a tion a lis t area of W estern 
Belfast w ith  50,000 population. No 
one is allowed out from  8:30 P.M. 
to 6 A.M. w ithou t a pe rm it.”  the 
B r it is h  New Leader reports.

*  *  *

From  San Juan, in  the A m eri­
can colony of Puerto Rico, comes 
news th a t “ the ba ttle  fo r  rice con­
tinues to be Puerto R ico’s most 
strenuous w ar a c tiv ity , w ith  po­
lice guard ing stores where new 
shipments are on sale to prevent 
disorder, w reck ing  prope rty  and 
panic. N early  a thousands per­
sons lined one street h a lf an hour 
a fte r rice was pu t on s a le ...

“ The Is land’s da ily  meal fo r a ll 
classes in  norm al tim es is rice 
and red k idney beans. both 
boiled." (A*. Y. Times, Nov. 13).

Such are the blessing of A m er­
ican im peria lism .

The Am erican press has fe lt Its 
style cramped in  exp la in ing  the 
treatm ent of and the trea tin g  w ith  
Darlan. The explanations made 
through and fo r the State Depart­
ment have aroused to protest even 
such ardent supporters o f the w ar 
as D orothy Thompson.

H u ll, tha t idea lis t among d ip lo ­
mats, had suddenly to forget his 
ro le and to b lu r t  out the tru th . 
H is negotiations w ith  V ichy  In 
the past were co ld ly calculated to 
m islead the V ichy  regime w h ile  
the United Slates was -preparing 
to take over the French colonies. 
H u ll, in  short, played the same 
k ind of pa rt th a t he so v irtuo us ly  
denounced in  the case of the in ­
famous K urusu.

N E G O T IA T IO N S  C O N T IN U E

B ut tha t did not end A m eri­
can "opportun ism .”  The pub­
lic  Is in form ed in  the “ insp ired”  
artic les  of the kept correspond­
ents. th a t the U n ited States re­
presentatives w i l l  continue to 
negotiate w ith  D arlan so long 
as i t  is fe lt th a t some m ateria l 
advantage may he gained by do­
in g  so.

The question of recognition 
boils down to one of pure A m eri­
can cap ita lis t self-interest. I t  is 
not French democracy tha t in ­
terests Roosevelt and H u ll. I t  is 
the question of power in  France, 
the question of wh ich of the “ lead­
ers”  who present themselves as 
ready to “ cooperate”  can com­
mand the obedience o f the French 
masses, o r even of the French m il­
ita ry  forces.

The short in te rva l between 
the invasion of N o rth  A fr ic a  
and the counter-invasion by 
H it le r  of unoccupied France, 
gave the clearest k in d  of evi­
dence tha t, had Petain come 
over to the A llied  side, had he 
fled France and called on 
Frenchmen to resist the inva ­
der. he could easily have gained 
the fu ll support of the A llies.

I t  made equally clear tha t had 
D a rlan ’s radioed to the French 
navy to leave Toulon and go to 
G ib ra lta r or N o rth  A fr ic a  to jo in  
the A llie d  naval forces, been ob­
eyed —  then' Darlan would today 
be the leader of the “ F ig h tin g  
French.”  Only when i t  became 
clear th a t the navy had not lis ­
tened to Darlan, but had rem a in ­
ed at its  French base, did there 
some a d is tin c t cooling-off to ­
wards the infam ous A dm ira l.

ments w h ich w i l l  help to c la r ify  
w hat Its  a ttitud e  towards Darlan 
should be. M eantime i t  can once 
more assume its  cloak of v irtu e  
by presenting its  a ttitu d e  as one 
of d is in te rest and a desire not 
to in te rfe re  in  in te rn a l French 
a ffa irs . Nobody w i l l  be m isled 'by 
th is  pose, least of a ll the p r in c i­
pals involved on the French side.

The A llie s  have been in  an un­
enviable position w ith  respect to 1

France and w ith  regard to propa­
ganda aimed at the French mass­
es. A ll the figures who have been 
played up as representatives of 
France have been ta in ted figures.

De Gaulle and G iraud, no less 
and no more personally ambi- 
ious than Darlan, are too w e ll 
known to the French masses to 
arouse th e ir  enthusiasm. These 
generals are as much friends

D A R L A N ’S S T A TU S

H is status is now uncerta in  and 
remains to be cla rified . W hat 
th is  means is tha t the U n ited 
States w i l l  aw a it fu r th e r develop-

Persecuted Worker Appeals for Funds to Sue State
Howard Carwile, an cx-share- 

cropper and organizer of agri­
cultural workers, was the vic­
tim of a series of tortures which 
sound like something out of the 
dark ages.

After fighting for years in 
his home state of Virginia for 
the end of farm landlordism, 
he fell sick with tuberculosis 
and was sent to  the c h a r ity  ward 
o f the B lue Ridge S anatorium , a 
s tate in s titu t io n . F rom  the day 
C arw ile  entered u n t il the day he 
le f t  —  eleven m onths —  he was 
the v ic tim  o f a scheme o f to r ­
tu re  and revenge insnired by ha­
tred  o f his o rgan iza tiona l a c tiv ­
ities.

W ith  poor eyes, he was forced 
to  read in sem i-darkness. T h is

resulted in a hem orrhage o f the 
le f t  eye. A  nurse w i l l fu l ly  scald­
ed the eye when exam in ing it ,  
and boasted o f the  act.

He was then forced to  lie  d i­
re c tly  under a pow erfu l l ig h t  
which fu r th e r  in ju re d  h is eye. He 
was berated and attacked by 
drunken attendants.

Gasoline torches were l i t  in  his 
room, f i l l in g  i t  w ith  acrid , eye 
searing smoke. On the ho ttes t 
days the fu rnace was l i t  and 
steam pumped in to  h is t in y  room 
a fte r  the w indow  and door had 
been shut.

C arw ile  fin a lly  escaped from  
his to rtu re s , ha lf-b lin d  and s t i l l  
su ffe r in g  from  tuberculosis. He 
attem pted to  sue the  S tate o f 
V irg in ia , bu t the S tate hid behind 
the s ta tu te  which fo rb ids  a c i t i ­

zen to  sue w ith o u t the consent 
o f the S tate its e lf. On Sept 7 the 
Supreme C ourt o f V irg in ia  upheld 
the S ta te ’s position in  re fus ing  
to g ra n t consent.

C arw ile  is now a tte m p tin g  to 
c a rry  his f ig h t  to  the Supreme 
C ourt o f the U n ited  States. He 
is being assisted by the labo r a tr 
tonpies, F ranc is  H e is le r and 
Thomas H . Stone. The issue in ­
volved is the r ig h t  o f the people 
to  seek redress in  cou rt fro m  a 
governm ent body w ith o u t f i r s t  
securing the perm ission o f th a t 
body.

C arw ile  has issued an appeal 
fo r  funds to  aid h im . A ll con trib ­
utions should he sent to How ard 
Carw ile , C harlo tte  C ourt House, 
Va. H is appeal m ust be file d  w ith  
the Supreme C ourt before Dec. 8.

More Than A Century of 
French Rule in Africa

--------------------------------- By M A R K  B R A D E N  ---------------------------------

France’s h is to ry  has been in ti-  natives o ff the land ; in  place of 
na te ly connected w ith  A fr ic a  fo r  feudal serfdom they m any tim es 
nore than a century now. Gov- established slavery, cha in ing the 
irnm ents of the ru l in g  class natives and fo rc in g  them to work 
dianged from  tim e  to tim e dur- fo r a p ittance on the plantations, 
ng tha t period, but never the The French m il ita ry  worked hand 
>olicy of invad ing  the colonies, and in  glove w ith  the capita lists, 
m slaving and oppressing the co- shooting down those natives who 
on ia l peoples fo r  the benefit of objected.

•’ranee’s ru lers. IM P E R IA L IS T  “ C IV IL Z A T IO N ”
France invaded A lgeria  in 1830

lu r in g  the ru le  of K in g  Louis Lu s tin g  fo r b ig  profits, these 
’ h illippe . F rom  th a t tim e  on —  cap fta lis ts  converted A fr ic a  in to  
m der the ru le  of kings, d icta tors, a madhouse of oppression and ex- 
wo French Republics and the Pe- P o ta tio n .  Yes, there were baek- 
a in  regime —  the rape of A fr ic a  w i tn e s s  and p r im it iv e  conditions 
las steadilv continued. ln  ^ fr ioa : but i t  took the “ c iv il-

T ic rr ,  y ynr, c Apt  v. i i7ea”  Europeans to show the na- In  1850 on ly  10% of A frica  had *. „  , .. .. , , . .. . . .. . nves w hat rea l c rue lty  and op-,een invaded by the im peria lis ts . pre8sion meant
By 1914, over 90% of A frica  was Af . ,_  . . . . . . .  A t one tim e, so inhum an wasliv id e d  up; France took the lio n ’s ~. * . .. . , . the oppression tha t the French
duy-e often at the r is k  of w ar governm ent had to appoint a com-
w ith  H aiy, B r ita in  or Germany. raission tQ 1nvestigate. A t  , t8
M l these powers established th e ir  , .. -___ ,. . * A - , head was the famous explorer,m onies In A t a .  Gibbons Count de B ru  whn ^  ex.
New Map of A frica , w h ile  prais- plored , sections o f W est A f. 

ing the ru le  of France and B r it -  r ,ca K  wop]d seem th ftt (,e
iin ,  is nevertheless forced to ad* i_u  v’ ,4ml ~ , . . . . Bruzza was actuated by the high-
m it: "The fina l argum ent in  A f- ^  sc ientlflc  , nterestg. fo r  when
rican colon ization has always been h0 saw w hat condit]op3 tbe pa.

Eorce' tives were subjected to, "he dec-
By such a process of force and lared th a t he would never have 

armed invasion, France took Mad- explored th is  coun try  and brought 
agascar in  1850, the Dahomeys i t  under European contro l had he 
and the rest of A lgeria  in  1873, realized w hat su ffe rin g  and dls- 
invaded T un is In  1881. established agter  European penetra tion was 
a sphere o f in fluence in  the Su- going to b ring  the natives.”  ("N ew  
dan in  1881. took tlie  French Map o f A fr ic a .” )
Congo by 1904, and got most of The w rite rs  who apologize fo r 
Morocco bv 1912. H er income the im p e ria lis ts  cannot gloss over 
from  colon ia l possessions amount- these fr ig h tfu l conditions, but 
ed to 60 b illio n  francs in  1914. they t r y  to palm  them o ff as a

C O N F L IC T  W IT H  T H E  r f u., .t of 5n col°-
O TH E R  B A N D IT S  n izatlon. W hen the French and

other Im peria lis ts  got a l i t t le  more 
The establishm ent of such an experience, you see, then th ings 

empire brought her in to  con flic t wou]d im prove _  so ran the hypo. 
w ith  the other robber powers, c r it ic a l argum ent 
When B r ita in  protested the sei- There was indeed qu ite  a lo t 
zure o f Tunis, France pointed to 0f  "im provem ent.”  Instead of 
B r ita in  s invasion o f E gyp t, in  a shooting down a few hundred na- 
trea ty  they m u tu a lly  recognized tives. the big im peria lis ts  launch- 
each other s p lunder. ed a w orld  w a r to see which power

In  1902 I ta ly  threatened w ar most fitted to b ring  “ c iv ili-
over A lgeria . A trea ty  was signed zation to A fr ic a ” ; and when the 
ln  w h ich I ta ly  recognized France’s A frica n s  began to  take  seriously 
" r ig h t ”  to A lgeria  in  re tu rn  fo r th is  ta lk  about democracy, and de- 
the French recogn ition  of the manded 8ome fop themselves. 
I ta lia n  •r.gh ”  to p lunder T rip o li. there was more "im provem en t”  

Behind a ll the ta lk  o f the _  lnstead of bel shQt 
"w h ite  m ans burden.”  of "b ring - d fer on horeebacki they t  ma.
in g  c iv iliz a tio n  to the da rk  con- chi ne-gunned from  a irp lanes ' 
f in e n t”  — here was naked im per­
ia lism : " I  won’t  f ig h t w ith  you
over your stea ling A lgeria , i f  vou 
w il l  le t me steal T r ip o li. ”  T l i” s 
was a vast con tinent invaded, d i­
vided and plundered!

In  1910 w ar threatened w ith  
Germany over the encroachments 
in to  Morocco. But w ar was post­
poned two years by the Algeciras 
Conference where Germany y ie ld ­
ed to French demands.

W hat did the A fricans have to 
say about a ll th is?  T h e ir protests 
were drowned in  blood by imper- 

I ia lis t  cannon. Ground down by 
i backward feudal economic, condl 
tions and ch ie fta ins who often 
were bribed by the Im peria lis ts , 
the vast masses became yoked to 

, the Invad ing Em pire  builders.
The French were jus t as ru th ­

less as B r ita in  or Germanv. A fte r 
1860 b ig  sections of A frica  w *re  
turned over to concessionaire*.’ h ie  
cap ita lis t trusts. They drove the

of democracy as H it le r  is of 
the Jews.
T h e ir appeals to Frenchm en in  

the name of democracy, fa r from  
draw ing  the French people closer 
to the A llie d  cause, have served 
ra the r to d isc red it tha t cause. 
The reaction of the masses was 
one of apathy, o f d is illus ion . The 
workers of France are too deeply 
interested in  rega in ing th e ir  de­
m ocra tic r ig h ts , to have th e ir  
cause mocked in  th is  fashion.

The reaction m ust have been 
the same among French sailors 
when, a fte r the h is to ry  of Darlan 
in  the V ichy regime, they were 
suddenly called upon by h im  to 
sa il the fleet out of Toulon and 
to figh t — fo r what?

The sailors are undoubtedly 
w i ll in g  to figh t Nazism and a ll 
th a t i t  means. B u t under whose 
leadership and by wnat m eth­
ods? To the sailors Nazism in ­
cludes —  D arlan ! The A llies  
there fore m erely showed in e p ti­
tude when they broadcast the 
appeal from  Darlan. An appeal 
in  th e ir  own name directed 
against Darlan and his i lk  
would have been fa r more ef­
fective.

A IM  O F “ U N IT E D  N A T IO N S ”
B ut there is the rub. The A l­

lied Nations would lik e  to see 
French u n ity  in  the strugg le a- 
ga inst H itle r . Such u n ity  means 
to Roosevelt and H u ll tha t th 1- 
French masses should fo llow  sonu 
ru lin g  class figure — whether Dr 
Gaulle, G iraud or D arlan Is quite 
im m a te ria l to them.

Such u n ity  is no longer pos 
sible. I t  did not exist in  the re 
vo lu tio na ry  period tha t preceded 
the war, and the defeat in  the 
w a r widened the g u lf between the 
ru lin g  class and the masses in to  
a veritab le  chasm.

The A llie s  m ig h t achieve u n ity  
among the French masses by ap­
pealing to the to ile rs  over the 
heads of and against the ru lin g  
class. Such a revo lu tiona ry  ap­
peal is absolutely un th inkab le  on 
the p a rt of the cap ita lis t democ­
racies. For th a t would rea lly  
v io la te  the basic aim s of the 
United States in  the war.

Those aim s are to m a in ta in  
and extend the power o f A m eri­
can, cap ita lism , which means 
above a ll to peserve the w orld  
system of capita lism . On tha t 
basis French u n ity  can no long­
er be achieved.
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We Support A l l  Tendencies To 
Independent Labor Politics

---------------------------------- By M. MORRISON --------------------------

Shachtman's a rtic le  in  Labor  t l e,period of the decline of capi- 
Action  of Nov. 9, a ttack ing  the t r  uism. B u t i t  is impossible to  
po licy o f the Socia list W orkers f l ie te l l  the im m ediate cause im - 
Party in  g iv in g  c r it ic a l support p e lling  some labor leaders to ac- 
to the Am erican Labi - P a rty  in cept t lio  idea of independent poll* 
the election fo r  the governorship tica l action.
of New York, indicates c learly  j t  may w e ll be th a t a strugg le 
th a t he does not in  re a lity  under- w ith in  the Dem ocratic P a rty  and 
stand the basic approach o f a, the v ic to ry  of the most reaction- 
revo lu tiona ry  M arx is t pa rty  to a ry  section o f tha t pa rty  w i l l  be 
the problem of a labor pa rty . He the im m ediate cause fo r the or* 
has accepted the tac tic  of favor- ganization of a labor p a rty  on a 
ing  independent p o litica l action on national scale. W ould we refuse 
the pa rt of the w o rk ing  class, but therefore to support such a pa rty?  
i t  is an acceptance in  words only. M erely to ask the question is to 

T h is  lack of understand ing is answer it. 
best illu s tra te d  by his assertion I f  a 8ubstanUai sectio n  of or- 
tha t the S.W.P. d .d n t  ‘have the ganized labor constitutes the 
courage to come fo rw ard  w ith  the basis of a labol. pa rty  and i f  i t
f la t  declaration -  'Vote fo r A l- presenfs candidates in  opposition 
fange representative of the idea ,0 c a p ita lis t p a rties, a revo lu tion- 
of independent w o rk ing  class poll- ftrv  ty  w lth ou t any substantia l 
t.ca l action . I t  is obvious from  fo llo w in g  alnong tlie  WOrkers is 
th is  assertion, tha t w ith  Shacht- obHgated t0 support SUCh a pa rty  
man the de te rm in ing  factor as to , f  fo r no otbel. reaS0M tha n  to 
whe her or not to give support to encourage the wovkers in  tea ring
a labor p a rty  is the ideas and in - themselves away from  the capi- 
tentions of the candidate ru n n in g  ta ]is t ties 
on the labo r p a rty  ticke t.

_ r , On a local scale the Am erican
We. of course, made no such P a rty  bns substa n tia l back-

appehl to the workers, not on ly in g  from  organi2ed labor. The 
because we knew th a t A lfange more than 400 000 votcg w h lch  l t  
does not represent the idea o f polled at the laat electlon came 
independent po litica l action on the la rge ly  from  the organized w ork- 
pa rt of the w orkers bu t because el.g No one cla im s i t  is an ideal 
we do no t consider the character ]at)or p a rty . A]ag the labor move. 
of the candidate, his ideas and ment  does not begin w ith  perfect 
m otives as factors of great im- organ|.,aUonS. Through pa in fu l 
portance in  decid ing whether o r struggles and devious paths does 
not to support the ALP . j t  acbjeve independence of orgart-

In  the present stage of the po li- iza tion  and c la r ity  of program .
tica l development of the Am eri- _. . .

«»«irin» „ „ „  __  Shaehtman made no attem pt tocan w o rk ing  class we are not con- , , . ., .  .__„ „ „  analyze the basic objective factorsfronted w ith  the problem of sup- , , ,  , ,  , , , ,  . .
p o rtin g  a labor pa rtv  but ra th e r whlcb Maf xist.8 should teke in} °  
o f he lp ing  the  m ovem ent fo r  the consideration in  a r r iv in g  a t a de- 

.. - iv .  * -r-, cision w hether or not to support
creation of a labor party. Even argum ents dealt
the A LP  is on ly  the beginning of . , ’ , a,, U . ’ «, . . ,, , , exclusive lv w ith  the m otives ora labor p a rty  on a na tiona l scale. . . . .  , , , .the leaders and the character of

A t a tim e when the vast m ajor- the candidate. I t  is  ve ry  s ign lfi- 
i t y  o f the w o rk in g  masses support cant tha t in  a ll the differences 
a cap ita lis t pa rty , the organiza- between us and the fo llow ers of 
tion  o f a labor p a rty  would con- Shaehtman in  the recent past, be- 
s titu te  a step extrem ely progress- g inn ing  w ith  the strugg le invo lv- 
ive in  character. A  M arx is t p a rty  ing  our a ttitu d e  to the Soviet Un­
is obligated to encourage and sup- ion at the tim e  of the H itle r-S ta - 
port every step in  the d irec tion  lin  pact, the argum ents presented 
of independent p o litica l action on by the Shachtm anites involved 
the parti of the workers, no m at- the m otives o f leaders. S ta lin  is  
te r how hes ita ting  and weak tha t an im p e ria lis t; Chiang Kai-shek 
step may be. has betrayed the colon ia l people;

W hen Shaehtman enumerates ‘ he leaders of th « Am erican L a ­
the conditions under w h ich  a re- bor P a rt^  are ‘ ools o f R °o *m > lt. 
vo lu tio n a ry  p a rty  should support T„° ,base ,0,!eself on tbe n,10tlves 
a labor pa rty , he comes fa ir ly  o f in d iv id u a ls  ,s com pletely for-
close to being fo rm a lly  correct. clgn t0 1 a rx ism - 
The general tenor o f h is artic le . * * *
however, and the specific  demand
th a t the candidate of the labor From  the fundam ental aspect 
p a rty  m ust consciously represent o f supporting  e v e ry ' tendency to- 
the idea of independent p o lit ic a l w a rds independent p o lit ic a l ac- 
action negate the more o r less cor- f i ° n on the p a rt of the w o rk in g  
rect general p rinc ip les  wh ich he class, the question of the char- 
"nunciates. T ha t is w hy i t  is  aeter of the candidate and the na- 
-o rre c t to say th a t Shaehtman t-«re of the program  o f the Am er- 
ra ils to grasp the real m eaning ican Labor P a rty  are of th ird -ra te  
nf the problem con fron ting  a re- im portance. The S.W.P. supports 
” o lu tio na rv  p a rty  w ith  respect to a labor p a rty  on its  own program  
supporting the movement fo r  the and not ° n the program  of the 
"reatlon  of a labor pa rty . l a,)or Party. Shaehtman makes no

. . .  po in t about the na ture of the pro- 
Shaehtman proceeds to te ll us gram of t])e Am erican Labor

how ro tten  the leaders of the P arty i bu t he doeg make qu lte a 
\m erican  Labor P a rty  re a lly  are po In t about the in f in ite ly  less im- 
U  was on ly  because of the figh t tan t puestlon of the cbaracter 
between F a rley  and Roosevelt A i f ange 
‘ ha t they decided to run  a candi­
date. In  fac t the ve ry  idea of The A LP  candidate fo r gov- 
cunning an independent candi- e™ 01* was an unknow n Tarnm an* 
date was. according to Shaehtman. P o litic ian . T ha t is correct, al- 
a M ach iavellian m aneuver on the thou* h u  !s su ite  Probable th a t 
pa rt of Roosevelt. personally he is more honest than

_ . . . . . .  . .  ,  m any a labor leader. B u t we are
„  ,, , . . , . , ’ not supporting  the candidate we

all the labor fakers, is  closes to are supporting  tbe movement fo r
the President, came out against in d  dent w ork ingc lass p o lit ic a l 
'u ippo rtin#  the Am erican Labor .. , ,  u % ** ** ,,
-a r ty ,  is alm ost conclusive evi- a c t l.°": f U  wou,d ba bette r i f, candidate consciously represented pence tha t Roosevelt was serious .. , . ,  „  . . . .  '  ., . . . . . ,  th a t idea and tha t movement. We'n  u rg in g  evervbody to  vote fo r  _  . .. . , .„  , . . ,  , . ,  , m ay reg re t th a t Shaehtman waaFarlev s candidate. T h is  factor. . .. . . .  , . . .. . . .  . .  . not the candidate, bu t since fo rhowever, is  of no im portance and .. . . ’ , . . .  ...
-an he disregarded altogether the character o f the candidate
We can even g rant Shachtman's 8 not o f overw helm ing .m por- 

, . ,, .. tance, we were not in fluenced b^premise of a Roosevelt maneuver .. , . J
w ith o u t a ffec ting  the argum ent la ac o r'
in  any way whatever. The statem ent issued by our

F o r a revo lu tiona ry  M arx is t the Pftr ty  exp la in ing  our support o f 
im m edia te reason m o tiva tin g  lead- tke Am erican Labor P a rty  could 
ers of organized labo r in  launch- 0°^ possibly be m is in terpre ted, 
in g  upon a course of independent ^ '* r  op in ion  o f the leadership o f 
p o litica l action is of no im por- ^be A L P , o f the candidate and o f 
tance. The Am erican Labor P arty  tbe program  is c le a rly  and s im p ly  
was o r ig in a lly  organized fo r  the expressed. Our basic reason fo r  
purpose o f m ob iliz in g  the rad ica l supporting  the A L P  can no t be 
workers to support Roosevelt. But misunderstood. We are pe rfec tly  
th is  did not prevent rea lis tic  w i ll in g  to le t the class-conscious 
M arx is ts  from  supporting  candi- workers decide between our pa rty  
dates o f the A LP  i f  they were ta k in g  advantage o f every oppor- 
not also candidates o f any capi- tu n ity  to support the fo rm a tio n  
ta lis t pa rty . ot an independent labor p a rty  and

We do not expect conservative ,be Shachtm anites who stand 
labor leaders to organize a labor f ' oof ° "  the Slde ,ines and 
p a rty  because they have studied *hom w hat ‘ e rr ib ile  leaders they 
our theories and have come to e‘ 
the conclusion tha t independent 
po litica l action is to he preferred 
to supporting  cap ita lis t parties.
We can say th a t the basic reason 
fo r the organization, of a labor 
pa rty  in  th is  coun try  w i l l  be the 
necessity fo r  the w orkers to de­
fend th e ir  class in terests du ring

For a Rising Scale of 
Wages to Meet 

Rising Living Costs

A New Pavipblet!

M ANIFESTO OF T H E  FOURTH IN TE R N A TIO N A L

To the Workers and Peasants of India
20 Pages 5 Cents

Order from

P I O N E E R  P U B L I S H E R S  

116 U n iv e rs ity  Place, N ew  Y o rk , N . Y .



S I X  — T H E  M I L I T A N T N O V E M B E R  2 1 ,  1 9 4 2

Lawyer Presents Case 
For Trotsky’s Assassin

MEXICO, D.E., Nov. 7. (By 
M a il) — On the last day pos­
sible, Jacson’s lawyer present­
ed the conclusions for the de­
fense in the tria l of Trotsky’s 
murder. These conclusions were 
presented only after every legal 
possibility to drag out and be­
cloud the case had been ex­
hausted. They themselves at­
test to the fact that the GPU 
is desirous of avoiding a dis­
cussion on the merits of the 
case as long as possible.

One would have expected con­
clusions o f some leng th  since the 
defense had set its e lf  the  task 
o f t ry in g  to  prove th a t Jacson 
was “ provoked”  in to  m urdering  
T ro tsky . The prosecution’s con­
clusions, fo r  instance, cover some 
70 pages. B u t the po in ts subm it­
ted in  Jacson’s defense f i l l  about 
one-ha lf a ty p e w ritte n  page! No 
analysis o r reasoning is given, 
the conclusions consis ting o f a 
l is t  o f s ix  po in ts.

“ M y  c lie n t com m itted the crim e 
o f sim ple hom icide,”  w rite s  
M edellin  Ostos, Jacson’s law yer, 
adding th a t, “ In  the case there 
exists exte rna l circum stances o f 
inc item ent and the special c ir ­
cumstances o f the accused th a t 
should be taken very  much in to  
consideration.”

G P U ’S C O N T E N T IO N S
This no doubt re fe rs  to  the S ta­

lin is t  contention th a t Jacson was 
“ d is illus ioned”  w ith  T ro ts k y  and 
in  desperation resolved to k i l l  
h im . Aside fro m  its  falseness, i t  
is  d if f ic u lt  to  understand how 
th is  could a ffe c t the lega l m e rits  
o f the case where the im p o rta n t 
question is one o f prem ed ita tion ,

By W A L T E R  R O U R K E

Sentence Should Be 
Announced Within 
Next Few Weeks
be traya l o f confidence, etc. —  
the so-called “ ca lifica tions.”

I t  is in  re la tio n  to  these “ c a li­
fica tions”  th a t Ostos denies sim ple 
homicide on the p a rt o f his c lien t. 
F o r M exican law  recognizes v a r i­
ous degrees o f hom icide, the  least 
serious being sim ple homicide—  
which receives the lig h te s t pun­
ishm ent.

Jacson, however, nas a ll the 
“califications” aga inst h im : p re ­
m ed ita tion  —  he adm itted  having 
planned the m urder days in  ad­
vance; be traya l o f confidence —  
his v ic tim  did n o t suspect m u r­
derous in ten tions on h is  part; ad­
vantage —  Jacson s truck  fro m  
behind against a v ic tim  th a t was 
in no position to  defend h im se lf.

I t  is tru e , o f course, th a t in  his 
la s t w r itte n  statem ent, Jacson 
attem pted to  p a in t a p ic tu re  o f

Profits Come First
"T e x tile  men expressed surprise 

las t week when i t  was reported 
th a t approxim ate ly  100,000 pounds 
ot B rit is h  lis le  yarns made of 
E gyp tian  long-staple cotton, re­
garded :is v ita l war m ate ria l fo r 
balloon and fla re  cloth, had been 
released qu ie tly  by the WPB to 
lace m anufacturers in  th is  coun­
try ."  From  .V. V. Times, Nov. 15.

Surprise is a m ild  word sub­
s titu ted  by the Tim es’ ed ito r fo r 
w hat the tex tile  men rea lly  said. 
They had been t ry in g  to get the 
W PB to qu ie tly  release the lis le 
to themselves fo r women’s hose.

T ro ts k y ’s p rovok ing  him  w ith  in ­
su lts  and o f a physica l s trugg le  
preceding the m urder b low  in  
w h ich  T ro tsky , says Jacson, 
reached fo r  h is  revo lver.

But since this is contrary to all 
his previous statements and since 
no proof was presented to show 
that the previous statements were 
false and made under duress, this 
rectification, made also at the 
last possible moment to prevent 
contravening evidence from being 
presented, has no legal value —  
not to mention its lack of basis 
in fact and logic.

OSTOS’ STRATEGY
Thus Jacson’s attorney, Medel­

lin Ostos, finds himself defend­
ing a criminal w ith all the facts, 
the legal advantages and moral 
sentiments against him. H is ar­
guments to prove simple homo- 
cide w ill of necessity be extreme­
ly weak and he hopes by waiting  
until the hearing before the court 
—  usually the occasion fo r an­
swering the opponents’ argu­
ments —  and by presenting his 
arguments orally, that he w ill 
have at least the advantage of 
surprise.

This is h ig h ly  im probable; his 
possible argum ents are lim ite d  
by the evidence in  the cou rt rec­
ord and by the p o lit ic a l necessi­
ties o f defending a GPU assas­
sin. H is verbal defense o f Jacson 
before the cou rt w i l l  be m et w ith  
capable re fu ta tio n  by N a ta lia  
T ro ts k y ’s lega l representa tive  as 
w e ll as by the prosecution.

T h is  hearing  before a cou rt o f 
three judges w i l l  take place in  
ap p rox im a te ly  15 days. A f te r  th a t 
the re  rem ains on ly  the decision 
o f the judges and the sentencing.
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JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. M il i ta r y  t ra in in g  o f  w o rke rs , financed 

b y  the  gove rn m e n t, b u t u n d e r c o n tro l 
o f  the  tra de  un ions . Specia l o ff ic e rs ’ 
training cam ps, financed  by the  gov­
e rn m e n t b u t c o n tro lle d  by the  trade  
u n io n s , to  tra in  w o rke rs  to  become 
o ffic e rs .

2 . T ra d e  u n io n  wages fo r  a ll w o rke rs  
d ra fte d  in to  the  a rm y.

3 .  F u ll e q u a lity  f o r  Negroes in  the  arm ed 
fo rces  and the  w ar in d u s tr ie s — D ow n 
w ith  J im  C row ism  everyw here .

4 . C on fisca tion  o f  a ll w a r p ro fits . E x p ro ­
p r ia t io n  o f  a ll w ar in d u s tr ie s  and th e ir  
o p e ra tio n  u n d e r w o rke rs ’ c o n tro l.

5 . F o r  a r is in g  scale o f  wages to  m eet the  
r is in g  cost o f  liv in g .

6 . W o rk e rs  D efense G uards against v ig ­
ila n te  and fascist attacks.

7 . A n  Ind e pe n de n t L a b o r P a rty  based on 
the  T ra d e  U n ions.

8 . A  W o rk e rs ’ and F a rm ers ’ G ove rn ­
m en t.

Stop The Filibuster!
In Washington this week there was being staged 

an extremely shameless and yet instructive spec­
tacle of the kind the nation has not witnessed for 
four years Bow — a full dress filibuster to prevent 
action on a legislative measure which undoubtedly 
has the approval of the overwhelming m ajority of 
people who are acquainted with it.

In 1938 the filibuster was successfully employed 
to prevent the U. S. Senate from taking a vote 
on a b ill providing punishment for lynchings. Un­
der popular pressure the House of Representatives 
had passed the b ill, and a m inority of the Senate 
fought it out to keep the. b ill from being acted 
on one way or another in the upper house.

At that time the poll tax Senator from South 
Carolina, James E. Byrnes, who has since been 
elevated to the U. S. Supreme Court and the post 
of national war-time economic dictator, informed 
James Roosevelt that he could tell his father that 
the anti-lynch b ill would not come to a vote un­
t il the year 2038.

The strategy of the current filibuster — direct­
ed against a bill to abolish the poll tax laws of 
eight southern states which disfranchise 10 million 
people and result in the steady election and re- 
election of the nation’s worst labor-baiters — is 
more limited than that of 1938. The House has 
passed an anti-poll tax bill, and the filibuster is 
intended only to hold o ff a vote on the issue until 
January of next year.

W ith the Southern Democrats holding the bal­

ance of power in the new Congress, and able to 
win greater concessions than ever before from both 
capitalist parties, the poll taxers know that to de­
lay passage of the b ill until January is equivalent 
to delaying it for at least another two years.

For a week now, the Senate has been the scene of 
parliamentary skullduggery that has prevented 
even a vote on the question of whether the b ill 
should be formally placed before the Senate. At 
the present rate the b ill w ill never he voted on 
this year.

The chief responsibility for this cynical disre­
gard of the people’s wishes lies on a m inority of 
the Senate’s members. But part of the responsi­
b ility  for the filibuster must be laid on others — 
on the leaders of the Republican and Democratic 
Parties, who can. if  they really want to, put an 
end to the filibuster once the b ill reaches the floor 
of the Senate.

A ll that is required is closure, a motion to close 
the debate that requires two-thirds of the Senate’s 
vote. Between them the Republicans and the non­
southern Democrats have the necessary votes.

The b ill is as good as dead now, unless an in­
dignant working class makes its pressure felt in 
Washington. This should become the first point 
on the agenda of every workers’ organization in 
the country.

The Four Freedoms 
In Algeria

Events arc moving rapidly in French Africa. 
Immediately upon the heels of their “ smashing 
successes’’ against the French, the U. S. Command 
launched punitive campaigns-against the Arabs 
in Algeria. In the N. ) . limes of Nov. 16 Frank 
L. Kluckhohn reveals that the American troops, 
along with their new Vichy allies, raided a village 
near Oran. The purpose of the raid was to disarm 
the Arabs “ who have been picking them (guns) 
up in the confusion around the recent battlefields”  
and using them to snipe at both the American and 
French.

This news indicates a rapid deterioration in the 
relationship between the American forces and the 
natives who had, at first, hailed their arrival.

Only last month Roosevelt said that the Atlantic 
Charter applied to the entire world. This statement 
is now revealed as pure demagogs’.

Before conquering a territory, the propagandists 
of the "United Nations”  assure the people that they 
w ill drive out the fascist oppressors and bring the 
blessings of the Four Freedoms. After conquering 
n territorv. however, the application of the Four 
Freedoms i< not only shelved, but in the case of 
Africa and Darlan, the fascists aren’t even driven 
out.

When the American forces marched through 
Morocco they were cheered by the m ajority of the 
natives. They cheered because they knew Darlan 
and his rule, and they thought the Americans 
would bring them something better. The natives 
now find that Darlan is also cheering the American 
armies. When the slaves and the master both hail 
the same conquerer. one of them is usually 
mistaken. Those natives who have been shot at and 
disarmed know that it was not Darlan who made 
the mistake.

The contrast between the "democratic principles”  
enunciated by Roosevelt, and his open-armed wel­
come of Darlan, has bewildered the “ Fighting 
French”  who had dreams of great plunder out of 
the Allied successes. They are being assured 
quietly, however, that Roosevelt is cleverly "using” 
Darlan and w ill discard him after the fate of the 
French fleet and Tunisia has been decided.

It is true that Roosevelt w ill “ use”  Darlan only 
so long as he is of any value. This is equally true 
of the President’s attitude toward de Gaulle.

Whether Roosevelt finally decides to employ the 
fascist Darlan or the monarchist de Gaulle, his own 
aims remain the same and the plight of the Arabs 
w ill be unaltered.

The first real victory of the "United Nations" 
has resulted in the rescue of the French African 
Fmpire— not in the rescue of the colonial peoples 
in volved.

LA S T  T R A IN  FROM  B E R L IN  by Howard K.
Sm ith . A lfre d  A . K nop f, 1912. $2.75.

A ny  in fo rm a tio n  th a t seeps th rough  the gua rd ­
ed borders o f Germ any concerning conditions 
w ith in  the Reich since the outbreak o f w a r is 
a v id ly  received. E specia lly  welcome is a repo rt 
con firm ing  the op in ion th a t  the German w orkers 
and soldiers, pressed by the burden o f w a r, are 
m oving in  the d irec tion  o f revo lt. T h is  hopefu l 
estim ate is the conclusion reached in  H ow ard K . 
S m ith ’s “ La s t T ra in  F rom  B e rlin ,”  a book m e r it­
ing a care fu l reading.

The au thor, who le ft  G erm any on December 7,
! 1941, states as his m ain thesis th a t by the w in te r

o f 1941 a t least 90% o f the German people were 
in passive opposition to H itle r . The m ain obstacle 
to th e ir  passage to active and organized opposi­
tion  is th e ir  fe a r o f a second V ersa illes T rea ty  
in  the event o f a German deleat. B i t  despite th is  
fe a r o f the A llie s , the g ru m b lin g  in  the under­
ground o f Germ any is becoming more audible.

E con o m ic  A n d  P o lit ic a l C on d itio n s
In  support o f his conclusion Sm ith  reports  on 

the economic and p o lit ic a l conditions w ith in  the 
Reich since the outbreak o f w a r and especially 
d u rin g  the  period fo llo w in g  the beginning o f the 
Russian ho s tilit ie s . Despite v ic to ries  th a t created 
an im pression o f in v in c ib i lity  and po w e rfu l 
un ifica tion , the p ic tu re  o f in te rn a l Germ any is 
one o f w an t, s u ffe r in g  and breakdown.

The au tho r estim ates th a t five m onths o f the 
Russian w a r cost the German people fo u r- f if th s  
o f th e ir  w eekly m eat ra tio n . T h is  cam paign was 
accompanied by a s im ila r  decline in a ll o ther 
foo ds tu ffs  and a g ro w th  in  the use o f unpa latable 
and no n -n u tritiou s  ersatz foods. A  serious hous­
in g  shortage developed; bu ild ings deterio ra ted 
fo r  lack o f supplies fo r  m aintenance; tra n sp o rta ­
tion  became d iff ic u lt ;  the hea lth  o f the German 
c iv ilia n , w o rk in g  in  fac to rie s  ten to  tw e lve  hours 
a day, sustained on foods defic ient in v itam ins , 
ra p id ly  deterio rated. The a u th o r quotes h is de n tis t 
on the decay o f tee th : “ They are decaying a ll a t 
once alm ost like  cubes o f sugar d isso lv ing  in 
■water.”

This g ro w in g  p riv a tio n  is not su ffe red by a ll 
the German people. The in d u s tr ia l and financia l 
cap ita lis ts  are am assing vast w ealth . P ro fits  arc 
sky-rocke ting . Taxes are h igh , bu t not su ffic ien t 
to make a deep dent in the p ilin g  p ro fits . Record- 
b reaking peaks fo r  annual p ro fits  have been 
reached. The w orkers are no t unaware o f the gap 
between the N az i prom ise o f the destruction o f 
cap ita lism  and the re a lity  o f the enriched ca p ita l­
ists.

The m ora le o f the people fe ll sha rp ly  on the' 
outbreak o f the Soviet w a r and the v ic to ries  on 
the Eastern f ro n t  did l i t t le  to  f la g  the lo w e ring  
m orale. The people had grasped a t the hope o f 
the end o f the w a r a fte r  the fa l l  o f France, bu t 
the s ta r t  o f new ba ttles in  the E ast crushed th is  
hope. The au tho r declares th a t on ly  a decisive 
Germ any v ic to ry  tend ing  to  b rin g  an end to the 
w a r could ra ise them fro m  th e ir  despondency.

H it le r  is w e ll aw are o f the g ro w in g  loss o f his 
support a t home. In  A ugust, 1941 he v ir tu a lly  
banned the B row n A rm y , the storm  troop e r mass 
base organ iza tion  o f the  Nazis. T h e ir newspaper, 
the S. A . Mann, no longer appears; th e ir  meet­
ings were halted. He reports  m any rum ors  were 
a flo a t th a t several o f the locals o f the B row n 
A rm y  had changed th e ir  color fro m  B row n to  
Red. H it le r  fea rs h is fo rm e r supporters.

The m ost concrete and d ram atic  clue to  H it le r ’s 
concern -was h is move to f o r t i f y  bu ild ings as

Gestapo arsenals in  the res identia l centers o f 
the m ain German cities.

Sm ith  examines w h a t he considers the three 
main seeds o f organized opposition to the Nazis. 
The C atholic church, the R egu lar A rm y  O fficers, 
and the communists. O f special in te res t is  his 
re p o rt on the com m unist movement.

He estim ates th a t p r io r  to  his departu re there 
were about 2000 organized p a r ty  members fun c ­
tio n in g , supported by a much la rg e r pe riphe ry  o f 
sym path izers. German com m unist and an ti-N a z i 
slogans were appearing m ore and more fre q u e n t­
ly  on the fences and w a lls  o f B e rlin . Lea fle ts  
were d is tribu ted  in b lackouts. He knew o f a t least 
tw o saloons in  B e rlin  where patrons exh ib ited  the 
clenched f irs t  salute.

U n fo rtu n a te ly  there is no word in  the book 
about the p rogram  o r a ff ilia t io n  o f th is  German 
com m unist movement. S m ith  does po in t out th a t 
the T h ird  In te rn a tio n a l has no t issued directives! 
to the German p a rty . He a ttr ib u te s  th is  to  th e ir  
lack o f confidence in  the a b il i ty  o f the Germans 
to create revo lt.

I t  is undoubtedly tru e  th a t S ta lin  has no con­
fidence in  the  German revo lu tion . B u t the ex­
istence o f 2,000 organized com m unists a f te r  ten 
years o f Gestapo persecution and to rtu re  in ­
dicates th a t the German socia lists do no t share 
S ta lin ’s cynicism . The German revo lu tion  is fa r  
fro m  dead.

I lo ic  T o  A rouse  G erm an R e vo lu tio n ?
The book concludes w ith  the  a u th o r’s prescrip ­

tion  fo r  convincing thh  German people th a t a 
defeat by the A llie s  does no t mean fo r  them  a 
second Versa illes. “ One o f the  best w ays,”  he 
states- “ i f  n o t the best w ay  o f a ll, to  defeat Hit-> 
le r is to make ou r w a r aims, ou r b lu e -p rin t fo r  
a new w orld , known as de fin ite ly  and c le a rly  as 
possible to  our own people, to  the German people 
and to  the w o rld  r ig h t  now! . . .

“ Real p ro o f o f  ou r dem ocratic in te n t, lik e  the 
na tiona liza tion  o f the m ines; the socia lization o f 
the m un itions and heavy in dus tries ; the  banish­
m ent o f p riv ilege , the  p lac ing  o f less developed 
colonies under a t r u ly  in te rna tiona l m andate—  
not a B r it is h  o r an A m erican mandate— would 
convince G erm any and ou r own people we are 
fig h tin g  a true  w a r to make the w o rld  safe fo r  
democracy.”

S m ith ’s experience w ith  the  developments 
w ith in  G erm any has led h im  close to  the rea l 
method o f de feating  H it le r ;  fo s te r and aid the 
German revo lu tion  by c rea ting  rea l democracy a t 
home. U n fo rtu n a te ly  he addresses the w ro ng  
audience.

W ha t section o f the A llie s  can e ffec tua te  th is  
p roo f o f good in ten tions?  C a p ita lis t E ng land, 
slave m aster o f Ind ia?  U n ited  States, B ig  B us i­
ness, w ith  its  record o f Negro d isc rim ina tion , 
a ttacks on c iv il libe rtie s  and laboi-’s r ig h ts ?  
These governm ents can sanctim on iously  show 
“ good in te n tio ns ”  by “ g iv in g  up ”  e x tra - te rr ito r ia l 
r ig h ts  to Chinese te r r ito ry  now in  the hands o f 
the Japanese arm y. B u t democracy lik e  c h a r ity  
s ta rts  a t home.

Real democracy w i l l  no t be in s titu te d  by these 
regim es. T h is  task, th is  m ethod o f a id in g  the 
German revo lu tion , is reserved on ly  fo r  the 
w orkers o f the w o rld . Yes, we m ust convince the 
German w orkers  and sold iers th a t  the re  is  an 
a lte rn a tive  to  both continued fa sc is t ru le  and the 
te rr ib le  yoke o f a second V e rsa ille  tre a ty . B u t 
th is  a lte rn a tive  can on ly  be the S oc ia lis t U n ited  
States o f Europe. T h is  is  the  banner fo r  the 
oppressed and em battled w orkers  o f Europe ,the 
on ly  a lte rn a tive  th a t w i l l  mean la s tin g  peace.

— Reviewed by M A R K  K N IG H T
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And They Call It A  
' War For Democracy' !

“ When the devil was sick—
The devil a monk would be;
When the dev il was w e ll—
The devil a monk was he !”
T h a t’s how i t  is  w ith  C h u rc h ill!

When the B r it is h  E m p ire  was rock ing  on its  heels 
and B r it is h  im p e ria l troops were being pounded and 
hacked fro m  D u n k irk  to S ingapore, fro m  N a rv ik  to  
Tobruk, C h u rc h ill’s speeches were a ll sweetness and 
lig h t.  He was the very  apostle o f democracy and his 
ora tions ran g  w ith  the lo f ty  eloquence o f one who 
would release a ll hum an ity  fro m  bondage.

The B r it is h  E m pire?  W hy, i t  is no th ing  b u t a free  
com m onwealth o f nations.

Ind ia? A  ve rita b le  paradise o f se lf governm ent 
which soon would rea lize the honeyed prom ise o f com­
plete independence.

Then the high and m ig h ty  B r it is h  im peria ls ts  were 
on the downgrade and th rou gh ou t the F a r E as t the 
E m pire  was fa ll in g  in to  r iv a l hands; its  weaknesses 
were emboldening the Ind ian  and o ther sub ject peo­
ples to s tr ik e  out fo r  themselves. L a ck in g  m il ita ry  
v ic tories, C h urch ill ladled ou t the rhe to ric  and a t­
tem pted to  f i l l  in  w ith  ta lk  the w ide breaches o f m il i­
ta ry  in fe r io r ity — a ll the w h ile  hoping th a t tim e  would 
b rin g  a change in the fo rtunes  o f w a r th a t w ou ld  
enable him  to speak m ore cand id ly  and b lu n tly .

Now as the B r it is h  im p e ria lis ts  e xu lt in  th e ir  f ir s t  
tr iu m p h  over th e ir  German riv a ls  in A fr ic a , C h urch ill 
gives the w o rld  a fo re tas te  o f w h a t to  expect i f  and 
when the B r it is h  im p e ria lis ts  w in  the w ar. He declares 
to the B r it is h  p a rlia m en t:

“ I  have not come to preside over the liq u id a tio n  o f 
the B r it is h  E m p ire .”

Senator Pepper is outraged and says th a t C h urch ill 
would no t dare look a dy ing  so ld ie r o r sa ilo r in  the 
face and te ll h im  th is .

Yes, indeed. I t  was a grave ind iscre tion  on the p a rt 
o f C h u rch ill; i t  v io lates a ll the ru les o f c a p ita lis t 
w a rfa re  to  te ll the rank and file  sold ier w ha t he is 
f ig h tin g  and dy ing  fo r. Neverthless, w ith  a ll deference 
to  the Senator’s in ju re d  fee lings, C h u rch ill was te ll in g  
the unvarnished tru th .

B r it is h  im peria lism  has no in te n tio n  o f v o lu n ta r ily  
abandoning her colonies to  the people who in h a b it 
them — nor o f m aking  a g i f t  o f them to  he r Am erican 
“ pa rtners .”  So long as the E m pire  has arm s in  hand, 
i t  w i l l  f ig h t to  the death to  preserve its  p lunder. And 
w ith  each v ic to ry  i t  w i l l  g ro w  m ore avrogant in  its  
w arn ings 'to  “ trespassers”  to  keep o f f  its  p ro pe rty .

B u t C h u rc h ill’s speech is a l i t t le  prem ature . H is 
m a jo r battles are s t i l l  before h im . W h ip p in g  H it le r ’s 
European a rm y  is a task  no t even commenced— and 
i t  w i l l  no t be easy to  p u ll o ff .  B u t even i f  he accom­
plishes th a t, a t the cost o f thousands o f lives, he w il l  
s t i l l  be faced w ith  the re v o lt o f his co lon ia l slaves.

W hen these hundreds o f m illio ns  o f the w o r ld ’s m ost 
oppressed people th ro w  th e ir  forces in to  the fie ld i t  
w ill be im m a te ria l who “ presides over the liqu ida tion  
o f the E m p ire .”

Both Imperialist Camps 
Fight Among Themselves

------------------------  By JO H N  B A T E S  ------------------------

Reports have tr ic k le d  ou t o f the Balkans th a t H i t ­
le r's  a llies, H u ng a ry  and Rum ania, are a t i t  again. 
Two weeks ago th e ir  troops clashed on the “ new”  
T ransy lvan ian  fro n tie r . D e ta ils  are lack ing , b u t i t  
is  obvious th a t the Rum anian cap ita lis ts  w a n t back 
some o f the te r r ito ry  w h ich  was trans fe rre d  to H u n ­
ga ry  by H it le r  tw o  years ago.

The A x is ’ grandiose plans in A fr ic a  and the Soviet 
Union hold less in te res t fo r  the H ungarian  and 
Rum anian bosses than a l i t t le  s tr ip  o f land in the 
center o f the Balkans. V ic to ry  fo r  H it le r  in  the Soviet 
U n ion would mean p ro fits  fo r  the German bosses 
p r im a rily . The Rum anian and H ungarian  bosses m ust 
scram ble fo r  th e ir  own p lunder, even i f  i t  means 
fig h tin g  each other.

N o r is the A x is  the sole v ic tim  o f such in te rn a l 
r iv a lr ie s . T h is  week Canadian and U n ited  States 
business in te rests were in  a fu l l  h loivn d ispute over 
the domestic m a rke t fo r  peanuts!

A ccord ing to  N . Y . T im es’ correspondent, P. J. 
P h ilip , Am erican cap ita lis ts  are th rea ten ing  to  reduce 
m un ition  purchases in  Canada unless the  Canadians 
"accept desirable n o n -m ilita ry  goods fro m  th is  coun­
t r y , ”  nam ely peanuts.

“ The Canadians cannot qu ite  sec,”  w rite s  P h ilip , 
“ w hy  they should have to l im it  the exp o rt o f th e ir  
un lim ite d  fo res t products to  w in  the w a r and a t the 
same tim e  r is k  go ing in to  debt to help in  the disposal 
o f the un lim ited  supp ly o f th e ir  neighbors peanuts.”

O f course the U n ited  States and Canada a rc  no t a t 
present us ing m il i ta r y  tactics in the dispute, as are 
H u ngary  and Rum ania. B u t th a t doesn’t  mean the 
c o n flic t isn ’t  serious. A l l  con flic ts  arc  serious fo r  the 
cap ita lis ts  when p ro fits  are concerned.
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