
Judging1 by the groans and moans com ing ou t o f the mansions 
o f the  w ea lthy and executive offices o f the  corpora tions, the 
cap ita lis ts  are on the road to  the poorhouse.

N o w o rke r should be a sucker and fee l a n y th in g  bu t contem pt 
fo r  these h yp ocritica l perform ances. The c a p ita lis t class is doing 
very  w e ll. Even the Commerce D epartm ent o f the  U . S., one o f 
the m ost conservative o f governm ent agencies, is  forced to  po in t 
ou t th a t c lear p ro fits  in  1942, a fte r  a ll taxes are paid, w i l l  be 
on ly  5% less than in 1941, a banner year. T h a t means th a t fo r  
the bosses 1942 has been a very good year indeed.

The more conservative w ing  o f the c a p ita lis t class is s ta r t in g  
a b ig  cam paign aga inst the $25,000 ce ilin g  on salaries. N o t th a t 
salaries p lay  an im p o rta n t ro le  in  the bosses’ incomes. Compared 
w ith  dividends, in te res t and o ther fo rm s o f income o f the c a p ita l­
is ts, salaries are un im portan t. B u t the $25,000 lim ita t io n  has be­
come a sym bol to  the c a p ita lis t class o f a ce rta in  am ount o f 
re s tra in t placed upon them in  th e ir  d r ive  to  make fo rtunes ou t 
o f the w ar. They w a n t to  abolish even th is  sym bol.

The ce iling  lim ita t io n  is, according to  those shouting  fo r  its  
repeal, uncons titu tiona l and takes aw ay incentive. However, the 
ce ilings placed upon the w orkers ’ wages are ve ry  con s titu tio n a l 
and very good fo r  incentive, accord ing to  the Congressmen and 
the c a p ita lis t press.
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Red Army's Offensive Staggers 
Germans At Stalingrad And Rzhev
AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 
PROTESTS ATTACK ON ‘MILITANT*
Declares Banned Issues Do Not Violate Espionage Act 
Properly Construed in the Light of Previous Decisions

The Amer. C iv il Liberties ' m a ils ,”  as were a ll the previous Nov. 7 issue has also been de- 
Union has protested the action Nov. issues. T H E  M IL IT A N T  stroyed. 
of the Post Office Department, was in fo rm ed on Dec. 1 th a t the  
in withholding from the m a ils ' C0DleB of the Nov' 14 l8SUe '
the November issues of T H E  
M IL IT A N T , a press release is­
sued by the ACLU declared 
last week.

Accord ing to the statem ent, "an 
exam ination  o f the  issues barred 
discloses no m ateria l tha t can. be 
prope rly  construed as v io la tin g  
the Espionage A c t in  the lig h t 
o f previous decisions. “ The issues 
contain , the  Un ion says,”  m a te ria l 
c r it ic iz in g  the alleged im p e ria lis t 
phases of the war. the govern­
ment's labor po licy, and Negro 
d isc rim in a tio n .”

CH ARG ES N O T  S P E C IF IC

"N o specific charges have been 
made no r hearing  g ran ted ,”  the 
ACLU declares. "P ost Office rules 
require hearings on ly  in  cases of 
revocation o f second-class m a ilin g  
privileges. In d iv id u a l issues of 
a pub lica tion , books o r pam phlets 

I m ay bo excluded from  the m ails 
1 w ith o u t specifications o r hear­
ings.”  The Post Office has not 

• yet indicated w hether i t  intends 
to demand the revocation of T H E  
M IL IT A N T ’S second-class righ ts .

N O V E M B E R  IS S U E S  B A R R E D

M eanwhile, the  Nov. 28 issue of 
the paper was ‘'w ithh e ld  from  the

CIO Convention Evaded 
Lesson Of The Elections
Facts Reported By Convention Delegates Lead to Conclusion 
That Workers Need A Labor Party to Protect Their Interests

By F e lix  M orrow

The 1941 conven tion  o f the  C IO  in  D e tro it adopted a re so lu tio n  fo r  
“ independent p o litic a l action ”  to  seek the e lection  o f “ p ro -la b o r”  candidates 
and especia lly o f “ m em bers o f trade un ions.”  The conven tion  fu rth e r  in ­
structed  the in com ing  executive board to  devote e ffo rts  and funds to  ca rry ­
ing out this political work.

Logically, therefore, one might have expected that this year’s convention of the CIO, 
in Boston Nov. 9-13, would have had before it a report from the executive board summariz­
ing the board’s activities in the political field and drawing a balance sheet of the experienci 
However, there was not a word *
said a b o u t the  p re v io u s  con ven - leadership o f our Com m ander-in-

copieB o f the Nov. 14 issue "were 
being disposed of in  accordance 
w ith  the prov is ions o f Section 
725, Postal Laws and Regulations," 
th a t is, were being destroyed. The

tion’s instructions and what 
had been done to carry them 
out.

D u rin g  the preceding year and 
in  the elections the CIO  leader­
ship had gene ra lly  in te rp re ted  
the  D e tro it  convention in s tru c ­
tions to  mean support o f the 
D em ocratic P a rty . Much tim e  and 
money had been expended by the 
C IO  top and secondary leader­
ship in  a ttem p ts  to  re-e lect D em ­
ocra tic  incum bents, p a rtic u la r ly  
in  the key states o f M ich igan, 
C a lifo rn ia  and N ew  Jersey.

The Boston convention took 
place a fte r  the  elections. But 
i t  did no t produce a serious ana­
lys is  o f the defeats sustained by 
the  C IO  leadership in  the elec­
tions.

C O N V E N T IO N
R E S O LU T IO N

There was a fo rm a l "reso lu tion  
on the  recent elections,”  b u t i t  
analyzed no th ing. Here are its  
m ain  sections:

“ W H E R E A S  the e ffo r ts  o f the 
people to  secure the election o f 
tv ip -the -w a r candidates m et w ith  
severe setback . . .

“ Candidates o f d isun ity , o f la ­
bor b a itin g , o f appeasement took 
advantage o f the d issa tis fac tion  
o f the hope w ith  (lie  in su ffic ie n tly  
aggressive m ob iliza tion  of the 
people fo r  the w a r, w ith  the d iv i­
sion o f counsel in  ou r w a r lead­
ersh ip . . .

“ In  instances where the line 
was draw n sha rp ly  and c le a rly  
. . . candidates pledged to u n ity  
behind to ta l w a r action were v ic ­
to rious. E lsewhere w ith  issues 
beclouded, w ith  the  forces o f la ­
bor and o th e r supporters o f the

C h ie f no t a lways un ited, and w ith  
the f in g e r  no t accura te ly  pointed 
ou t to  the purveyors o f confusion 
and o f in te rn a l opposition, the 
candidates q u a lified  fo r  m em ber­
ship in  a tru e  w in -th e -w a r Con­
gress w ent down to  defeat. . .

“ . . .The task requires th a t the 
! C IO  m obilize more e ffe c tive ly  
than ever fo r  the purpose o f fo ­
cussing na tion -w ide a tten tion  
upon the sign ificance o f the ac­
t iv it ie s  o f elected o ffic ia ls . . . and 
fo r  vo ic ing  the insistence o f the 
A m erican people on u n ity . . . be­
hind ou r C om m ander-in -C h ie f..

T h is  reso lu tion comes very 
close to  being doub le-ta lk. I t  ex­
pla ins no th ing.

The irre fu ta b le  fa c t is th a t  
m illio ns  o f w o rkers  voted w ith  
th e ir  fee t in the elections, in  such 
num bers as to b low  up a ll p re ­
election estim ates. The Associa­
ted Press expected 34 m illio ns  to 
vo te ; G allup predicted 30 m il­
lions. A c tu a lly  on ly  26 m illio ns  
voted. Those who did no t vote 
were predom inan tly  w orkers. T h is  
has now been attested to  by the 
G allup po ll, w h ich  repo rts :

G A L L U P  E S T IM A T E

“ O f fo u r m a jo r occupational 
groups the in s titu te ’s p re lim in a ry  
find ings reveal th a t in  p ropo rtion  
to th e ir  numbers professional and 
business people w ent in  greatest 
num bers to the polls. F arm ers 
came next, and then w h ite  co lla r 
workers. L  A B O R U N IO N S  
T U R N E D  O U T  F E W E R  IN  
PRO PO RTIO N TO T H E IR  N U M ­
BERS T H A N  A N Y  OF T H E  
O TH E R  M A JO R  GROUPS.”
(N . Y. T im es, Nov. 24.)

Am ong the fac to rs  suggested

w hy the w orkers d id  no t vote are: 
“ T h e ir fa ilu re  to tu rn  ou t votes 

by the G allup  po ll as exp la in ing  
m ay have been due to  apathy. I t  

(Continued on page 2)

Maritime Labor 
Defends Right to 
Sue Shipowners
SIU, SUP Conduct 
Struggle to Retain 
Power of Jones Act

T h e  embattled maritime 
unions again crossed swords 
with the shipowners and their 
reactionary allies in Washing­
ton when they discovered last 
week an attempt to smuggle 
through Congress a b ill which 
would nu llify  the Jones Act.

The Jones Act is considered 
by maritime labor as its 
“ Magna Charta”  fo r i t  gives 
the workers the right to sue the 
shipowners fo r  in ju r ie s  received 
in  line  o f w o rk  and awards them 
m in im um  m aintenance wages 
when they are s ick d u rin g  periods 
o f the w o rk in g  con tract.

T a k in g  advantage o f the fa c t 
th a t m any seamen are now w o rk ­
ing  d ire c tly  fo r  the  governm ent 
on ships operated by the W a r 
S h ipp ing A d m in is tra tio n , a b i ll 
is  being pushed th ro u g h  Con­
gress w h ich would abrogate the 
Jones A c t fo r  the  du ra tion  o f the 
w a r and place a ll m a ritim e  w o rk ­
ers under the reduced and fixed 
compensation rates w h ich  app ly  
to  a ll federa l employees.

The present form  of the b ill 
was sneaked th rou gh  the House 
w ith o u t pub lic  hearing  and is 
now before the  Senate M erchant 
M arine  and F isheries Com m ittee.

The f ig h t fo r  the re ten tion  o f 
the Jones A c t  is be ing led on the 
E as t Coast by the A t la n t ic  &  
G u lf D is tr ic t  o f the Seafarers In ­
te rn a tio n a l U n ion , and on the 
W est Coast by the  S ailo rs U n ion  
o f the Pacific,

P rotests aga inst th is  h ig h ­
handed action o f the  Post O ffice 
in b a rr in g  T H E  M IL IT A N T  fro m  
the m ails are increasing. The 
C a ll, organ o f the  S oc ia lis t P a rty , 
th in ks  th a t “ N ow  is the  tim e  to  
ra l ly  to  the b il l o f  r ig h ts ,”  w h ile  
Labor A ction , a la bo r w eekly pub- 
lished in  New  Y o rk , “ stands so lid ­
ly  w ith  T H E  M IL IT A N T  and de­
mands. . . Hands o f f  the  labo r 
Press I . .

F u rth e r comments by the  labo r 
press on the  m a tte r w i l l  be found 
on page 2 o f th is  issue.

T h is  Soviet ta n k is t fo llow s  his arm ored u n it  tow ard  the 
German lines no rth  o f S ta ling rad . U n its  lik e  th is  have d riven  
across the D on R ive r a t several po in ts  and are ta k in g  a 
heavy to l l  o f H it le r ’s siege arm y.

Both Parties Are Condemned 
For Defeat Of Poll Tax B il l
Randolph Hits Role 
Of Roosevelt, GOP 
And Senate Liberals

Responsibility for the defeat 
of fhe anti-poll tax b ill in the 
Senate lies not only on the poll 
«taxers, but .also on the Roose­
velt administration, the Repub­
lican Party and the “ liberal”  
Senators, said A. Philip Ran­
dolph, director of the Negro- 
March-on-NVashington Move­
ment, in a statement released 
last week.

“ The most d isgraceful spectacle 
o f democracy in  action witnessed 
in  A m erica in  contem porary 
tim es was the b i-partisan con­
spiracy of Republican and Demo­
crats to defeat the a n ti-p o ll tax 
b i ll, ”  said Randolph. “ . . . I t  served 
de fin ite ly  to d is illu s io n  the Negro 
masses, N o rth , South, East and 
West, w ith  respect to the Repub­
lican P arty  con s titu ting  the ship 
fo r th e ir  salvation, o r the Demo­
c ra tic  P a rty  representing any hope 
whatsoever.

“ I t  also served to make 
Negroes com plete ly awaf’o of 
the fac t th a t the New Deal, 
even under President Roose­
ve lt's  leadership, is absolutely 
bankrup t so fa r  as p rov id ing  
any fundam ental answer to the 
problem of the Negro masses 
is concerned. In  tbo highways 
and the by-ways. In  the factories 
and on the farm s, on the r a i l ­
roads and the steamships, in  
the hotels and domestic kitchens,

BOSSES RIDE IN ROLLING NIGHT CLUBS WHILE 
RAILROADS PACK IN WORKERS 83 TO A CAR

CHICAGO — The railroads 
are paying for expensive ad­
vertisements in the daily papers 
asking the traveling public not 
to become too impatient with 
them if  there aren’t  enough 
seats to go around because of 
the heroic efforts being made to 
transport soldiers and war sup­
plies.

1 lere are a few Tacts that may 
shed a l i t t le  l ig h t  on the 
“ heroism ”  o f the ra ilroads.

D a ily  a t 2:15 P. M. the  New 
Y o r k  C e n tra l’s “ Pacem aker”  
steams ou t o f Chicago, c a rry in g  
500 passengers fo r  New  Y o rk  a t 
$30 per head per round t r ip .  A n 
hour and fo r ty - fiv e  m inutes la te r 
the T w en tie th  C en tu ry  L im ite d  
pu lls  ou t w ith  140 passengers a t 
a round t r ip  m in im um  fa re  o f 
$83.45.

A s  the d iffe rence  in  fares 
would indicate, the C entury is 
w ha t the boys on the road ca ll 
the “ Bankers’ Special.”  The Cen­
t ra l uses the same num ber o f

By B. FO R REST

cars fo r  the 500 common fo lk  in the W est also has its  own 
r id in g  the Pacemaker as are p o rte r a long tir ith  a ll the  f r i l l s  
reserved fo r  the  150 priv ileged  th a t h is  presence im plies. The 
ones on the C entury . N a tu ra lly , ca r scats 54 w h ile  the  o th e r cars
the C entu ry 'supp lies  stenograph­
ers, long distance telephones and 
a n ig h t club so th a t the b ig  shots 
can rid e  in  the s ty le  to  which they 
are accustomed.

T H E  R O L L IN G  C LU B

The second exam ple is w h a t is 
fam ous around Chicago as the 
“ D eerpath.”  T h is  is a specia lly  
adapted P u llm an club-lounge car 
operated a t the ta i l  o f the  C h i­
cago &  N orthw este rn  suburban 
t ra in  ‘ p u llin g  ou t o f g ilt-edged 
Lake F o res t a t  8:00 A . M . and 
re tu rn in g  ou t o f Chicago a t 5:10 
P. M .

The Deerpath is a ro llin g  club 
in  w h ich 50 o r 60 m illio n a ire  
com m uters hold membership. 
These steel barons, packers, and 
bankers buy re g u la r ticke ts . In  
add ition  they pay a special an­
nual fee o f $8,250 fo r  the opera­
tion  o f the ro llin g  club. They 
p ro -ra te  th is  among the members 
as they do the cost o f a ir-con­
d itio n in g , rem ode lling  and re ­
decora ting.

The on ly  com m uting  club car

in  the tra in  accomodate 82.
W hen a re p o rte r fo r  the 

Chicago T im es telephoned Col. 
G ardner, cha irm an o f the  house 
com m ittee o f the car, to  ask w h a t 
plans the  D eerpath r id e rs  were 
m aking  in  the face o f increasing 
congestion on suburban tra in s , 
G ardner rep lied  he had no th ing  
to  say.

“ P U B L IC IT Y  W O U LD  
B E  B A D ”

However, the  la s t tim e  a re ­
po rte r b ro ug h t the sub ject to  the 
Colonel’s a tten tion , he said, “ A n y  
p u b lic ity  you would g ive us 
would be un frie n d ly . Back in  the 
bad years the re  was a good deal 
o f fee lin g  about th is  ca r wh ich I  
th in k  was un jus tified . I t ’s a 
p riva te  c lub and I  fee l the re  Is 
no reason fo r  pub lic iz ing  i t .  I  
don’t  th in k  the car is c a p ita lis tic  
but some people do. P ub lic ity  
would be bad because i t  makes 
people th in k .”

Enough said. W e can w e ll un ­
derstand h is fe a r o f hav ing  the 
people th in k .

A . P H IL IP  R A N D O LP H

the Negro w i l l  have one thought, 
and th a t is th a t 'the president 
le t us down a t a cruc ia l hour 
in  our h is to ry .*.

“ TO  B E  L A ID  A S ID E ”
. . . .( I,''

"The fina l speech of Senator 
B ark ley  on the po ll tax  sounded 
passionate. However, h is w i ll in g ­
ness to make the deal indicates 
tha t he was m eticu lously fo llo w ­
in g  the cue of the president in  
h is speech last Tuesday in  which 
he said: 'W h ile  long-range social 
and economic problems are by no 
means forgotten, they are a l i t t le  
lik e  books which fo r the moment 
we have la id  aside In order tha t 
we m ig h t get out the old atlas 
to s tudy the geography o f the 
battle areas. . .

“ A lthough the president expects 
the s u ffe rin g  people o f I ta ly  and 
o ther countries under fascist 
dom ination  to s tr ik e  ou t through 
underground and opeb rebellion 
fo r dem ocratic ideals, values and 
princip les, in  Am erica we must 
p u t our dem ocratic in te rests on 
the she lf and make recourse to 
the atlas of geography w h ich  ts 
p r im a r ily  concerned w ith  the fo r­
eign fro n t. T h is , we subm it, is a 
con trad ic tion  w h ich the President 
shouldn’t  expect the Am erican 
people to accept. . .

"The libe ra l senators fa iled 
and fa iled  m iserably in  uphold­
in g  the p rinc ip les o f A m erican 
libe ra lism , w h ich  have found 
expression in  struggles fo r  in ­
come taxes, ab o lition  of slavery,

Negro Leader Urges 
Increased Fight for 
Democratic Rights
woman suffrage, and social and 
labor leg is la tion .

IN D E P E N D E N T , M IL IT A N T  
A C T IO N  IS  N E E D E D  NO W

"The Senate's action causes the 
Negro people to feel th a t they 
m ust re ly  on themselves together 
w ith  the t r u ly  lib e ra l forces of 
A m erica and the m ig h ty  masses 
o f yellow , brown and black peo­
ples o f China, In d ia  and A frica .

"The fa ith  o f the Negro peo­
ple in  democracy in  Am erica 
was already stra ined by the 
governm ent’s perpetuation of 
the pa tte rn  o f segregation and 
J im  Crowi8m in  the A rm y, Navy. 
A ir  Corps, U. S. Mariues, 
W AAC ’S, and defense industries, 
as w e ll as the various federal 
agencies, and the exh ib ition  of 
Republican and Dem ocratic 
to ta lita r ia n is m  in  the Senate 
served com plete ly (o break (he 
backbone o f the fa ith  o f (be 
Negro in  our Am erican Tweed­
ledum and Tweedledee po litica l 
system.

"T he  March - on - W ashington 
Movement, however, w i l l  redouble 
Us forces to reconstruct the morale 
and s p ir it  o f Negroes fo r a new 
m il ita n t  d rive  to beat back the 
tides of reaction and save the 
cause o f democracy, no t on ly  fo r 
the Negro, but also fo r  the masses 
o f w h ite  w orkers throughout the 
na tion who are lovers of true  
democracy.”

The Task Now 
Is To Arouse 
German Revolt

By M IC H A E L  CORT

The G erm an t r o o p s  
have been re tre a tin g  fo r  
the  past tw o weeks under 
the  blow s o f the  Red 
A rm y in  the  south a t Sta­
lin g ra d  and in  the  center 
on the  Rzhev fro n t.

O n N ov. 18 an e n c ir­
c lin g  m o v e m e n t  was 
launched by the  Soviet 
forces at Stalingrad and 300,- 
000 German troops besieging 
this city were being squeezed 
from all sides.

On the central front H itle r’s 
strategic position is likewise be­
coming grave. Here his troops 
were already at their "m inimum 
winter positions”  — position! 
they had held a ll la s t w in te r  in  
the face o f repeated Red A rm y  
drives. Now , however, the  Soviets 
appear to  have broken th rou gh  
n o rth  o f Rzhev and d riven  to  
w ith in  50 m iles o f  the  L a tv ia n  
border. A  G erm an re tre a t fro m  
Rzhev w ould endanger H it le r ’s 
en tire  cen tra l and no rth e rn  posi­
tion .

M A N Y  S U R R E N D E R IN G

W h ile  the Red A rm y  com m uni­
ques lis t  captured arm s by  the 
thousands and the German dead 
a t 155,700, the  m ore s ig n if ic a n t 
developm ent is the  num ber p f 
prisoners taken. U p  to  Dec. 1 the 
count is placed a t 66,000 captured 
on the S ta ling rad  f ro n t alone. 
T h is  is in  sharp con tra s t to  the 
Russian offensives o f the  w in te r 
o f 1941 when the Soviet com m u­
niques claim ed very few  prison­
ers.

F o r the f i r s t  tim e  there  are 
signs o f dem ora liza tion  among 
the German troops. “ M iserable 
groups o f soldiers. . . are creep­
in g  ou t to  meet the Red A rm y  
and p ro c la im in g  themselves dele­
gates fo r  la rg e r groups ready to 
surrender,”  w ro te  the  N . Y . 
T im es correspondent fro m  M os­
cow on Nov. 25.

Associated Press dispatches 
te ll o f one instance where three 
Nazi div is ions, a long w ith  th e ir  
com m anding s ta ffs  surrendered 
in a body.

D E V E L O P M E N T S  IN S ID E  
OF G E R M A N Y

The declin ing m orale o f the so l­
d ie rs a t the f ro n t is m eanwhile

(Continued on page 3)

Shipbuilders' Graft Is 
Exposed By House Body

During the past year the . There arc  pretty dam m ing 
South Portland (Maine) Ship- |w ords to come fro m  a House Gom- 
building Company received ----- “

Business Booming
Big ’ business pro fits  have 

sky-rocketed 400% since the 
w ar s tarted !

T h is  is the essence o f a de­
ta iled analysis of corporation 
pro fits  made on Nov. 23 by 
James G. Patton, President of 
the Farm ers' Union. Patton 
lis ted business pro fits  fo r last 
year at, $15,500,000,000 and es­
tim ated th a t 1942 figures would 
reach $17,200,000,000.

A tta ck in g  the N A M  state­
ment tha t such pro fits  were 
"reasonable,”  Patton pointed 
out th a t by such a yardstick  
the re tu rns  to labor and the 
fa rm ers were “ exeedingly 
poor.”

from the U. S. government fees 
amounting to §5,040,000, or a 
return of 2,000% on its invest­
ment. (M ost o f the ca p ita l fo r  its  
investm ent was also supplied by 
the governm ent.)

Even in  a period o f w a r p ro fi­
tee ring  th is  is a p re tty  good 
record, especia lly when the com­
pany d idn ’t  even bo ther to  tu rn  
ou t its  f ir s t  contracted “ L ib e rty  
S h ip”  u n t il a f te r  an en tire  year 
o f p lann ing  and rep lann ing .

The House M erchan t M arine 
Com m ittee has been in ve s tig a tin g  
the re la tionsh ips  between the  U. 
S. M a ritim e  Commission and the 
South P o rtla nd  yard , and on Nov. 
25 reported th a t " th e  company 
was rece iv ing  a fee fo r  the 
troub le  o f inco rpo ra ting , choosing 
a name fo r  th a t company, ho ld­
ing an occasional d irec to rs ’ meet­
in g  and de legating  the  p e r­
form ance o f its  con trac t du ties.”

The re p o rt continued th a t the 
company “ con tribu ted  sub s tan ti­
a lly  no th ing  to  the  perform ance 
contracts o ther than  the la you t

■ o f the yards and the la you t is 
! bad.”

m ittee  and a log ica l conclusion 
would be th a t the Com m ittee 
favored e ith e r c r im in a l actions 
aga inst the o ffic ia ls  involved, o r 
a t least a cancella tion o f con­
trac ts . B u t no! A s i f  shocked by 
its  own audac ity  in  a tta ck in g  
“ p riva te  en te rp rise ,”  the Com ­
m ittee  suddenly changes its  tone 
when i t  comes to  m ak ing  recom­
m endations, and m ere ly  asks fo r  
a rev is ion  o f the con trac t so as 
to “ e lim ina te  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
delays.”

The reason fo r  the construction  
delays? Here is how the Com­
m itte e  exp la ins i t :  “ . . . the  a t­
tem p t to  bu ild  ships before the  
fa c il it ie s  were com pleted and 
fro m  the d ff ic u lty  in  ob ta in ing  
su ffic ie n t supervisors and sk illed  
w orkm en.”

In  o ther words, the governm ent 
has invested $19,000,000 in  a 
p la n t th a t has given the owners 
a 2,000% p ro fit  and resu lted in  
the b u ild in g  o f 8 ships a f te r  a 
year o f g ra ft in g  and bung ling , 
and the fa u lt  lies w ith  the w o rk ­
ers who are no t sk illed  enough 
to  do the  jo b ! There ’s W ash ing­
ton log ic  fo r  you.
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THE BENDIX CASE
Same Boss Who Led Fight Against North American Strikers Is 
Head of Firm Charged With Conspiring With Axis Employers

Remember the North Amer­
ican Aviation Company strike 
in California during June, 
1941 ?

The strike for a 75 cent an 
hour minimum and a real union 
agreement was broken, mainly 
by the bayonets of the U. S. 
Army, amid the howl of the 
aviation manufacturers and the 
ca p ita lis t press th a t the s tr ik e  
was c r ip p lin g  the arm am ent ef­
fo r t.

W h ile  the  h yp ocritica l chorus 
o f dam nation against the s tr ike rs  
was f il l in g  the a ir, the Bendix 
A v ia tio n  C orporation of South 
Bend.whlch is closely lin ked  up 
w ith  the N o rth  A m erican Com­
pany, was ta k in g  a lead ing ro le  
in  an in te rn a tio n a l conspiracy.

So close is the connection be­
tween N o rth  A m erican and Ben­
d ix , th a t the cha irm an of N o rth  
Am erican and the president of 
Bendix is One and the same per­
son, B. R. Breech.

A IR C R A F T  C O N S P IR A C Y

O ther partners in  the conspir­
acy were German, Japanese, I ta l­
ian, F rench and B r it is h  a irc ra ft 
pa rts  ahd ins trum en ts  companies. 
The a im  o f the  schemes between 
these concerns and Bendix, m anu­
fa c tu re r o f the greater p a rt of the 
av ia tion  ins trum en ts  produced in 
th is  country, was to l im it  compe­
t it io n  and e x to rt m onopoly prices 
from  m anufacture and sale o f a ir ­
c ra ft  ins trum en ts  and parts.

Thus w h ile  Breecn, as ch a ir­
man o f the N o rth  Am erican 
A v ia tio n  Company, was fig h t­
in g  against the s tr ik e rs ' wage 
demands, c la im in g  th a t the 
s tr ik e  was ha rm ing  the prepar­
a tion  fo r  the w ar against the 
Axis , the same Breech, as presi­
dent o f Bendix, was, according 
to governm ent charges, p a r tic i­
pa tin g  In a p lo t w ith  the avia­
t io n  companies of the A x is  na­
tions,

P A R T N E R S

The com pla in t accuses Bendix 
o f gang ing up:

W ith  Siemans Apparate und 
Maschinen o f B e rlin  to d iv ide 
m onopoly con tro l in  the sale of

a irc ra ft  in s trum en ts ;
W ith  the O ttlca Meccanica lta -  

liana  of Rome to l im it  com peti­
t io n  in  aeria l photographic appa­
ra tus ;

W ith  the Tokio K e ik i Seisa- 
kusho  o f Japan to  charge mono-

By C. C H A R LE S

poly prices and d iv ide  the te r r i­
to ry  of th e  w o rld  in  the sale o f 
rate-of-ellmb ind ica to rs ;

W ith  Bosch of Germany and the 
Societc Anonym e A ir -  Equipm ent 
o f France to fix  prices and e lim ­
ina te  com petition in  the sale of 
de-icers, fue l in jec tio n  nozzle's'and 
superchargers;

W ith  the Joseph Lucas company 
f i t  England fo r  the sale of a ir ­
c ra ft instrum ents, and w ith  Eng­
lish  and F rench ca rbu re to r com­
panies.

Accord ing to the agreement 
w ith  SiemanS, w h ich  was signed 
on Dec. 17, 1936, the Nazi firm  
was to  have as its  domain G erm a­
ny, Danzig, A u s tr ia  and H u ngary  
w h ile  the Am erican concern was 
to have Canada and the U n ited 
States.

The a n ti- tru s t d iv is io n  ac­
cuses Bendix of hav ing  made 
payments to the German com­
pany as la te as A p r il,  1941.

The governm ent also charges 
th a t Bendix agreed w ith  the 
German firm  no t to sell a secret 
a irp lane  in s tru m en t to  the Can­
adian governm ent fo r  w a r use 
a fte r Sept. 1939 when W orld  
W ar I I  began.

V A S S A LS  O F GM

Bendix and N o rth  Am erican are 
o rgan ica lly  linked  up w ith  each 
other. They both are p a rtia l sub­
s id ia ries  of General M otors Cor­
poration. GM is the la rgest single 
shareholder in  both firm s, ow ning 
19% of the to ta l stock o f Bendix 
and over 29% o f the N o rth  A m er­
ican stock, enough to g ive GM con-, 
t ro l over the two companies.

The t ig h t hold th a t GM lias 
over both C orpora tions is 
fu r th e r  exemplified by the  fact 
tha t E. R. Breech, cha irm an of 
N o rth  Am erican and president 
o f Bendix is also a member of 
the  board o f General M otors. 
The General M otors Corpora­

tio n  is one of the most powerfu l 
in  the U. S. I t  in  tu rn  is dom in­
ated by the duPont chem ical in ­
terests, owners of another m igh ty  
in d u s tr ia l empire.

Thus the s trings  o f the con­
sp iracy to establish an. in te rna ­
tion a l carte l w ith  the owners 
o f the key av ia tion  Industries of 
the A x is  powers, lead h igh up 
in to  the citadels of Am erican 
cap ita lism  and Am ericas’s GO 
Fam ilies.

In  a statem ent on the  same 
day the charges were filed in  
cou rt the Bendix C orporation dep-

‘Labor Action' Protests 
Post Office's Action

The Nov. 30 issue o f Labor A c­
tion , a labor .weekly published in  
New Y ork, sha rp ly  critic izes  the 
Post Office fo r  w ith h o ld in g  the 
November issues o f T H E  M IL I ­
T A N T  from  the m ails. A n  a r­
tic le , en titled  “ Post Office Depart­
m ent D icta to rs B a r M a ilin g  of 
Labor Newspaper,”  says in  pa rt:

“ A n  exam ination of the las t 
three issues of T H E  M IL IT A N T  
can o ffe r no serious reason or 
exp lanation fo r th is  move. There 
are no ‘m il ita ry  secrets’ revealed, 
o r any o ther news th a t could fa ll 
in to  a s im ila r  category.

“ Could I t  bo th a t the ban was 
placed on T H E  M IL IT A N T  fo r its  
references to examples of J im  
Crowism  in  the Am erican A rm y ; 
its  il lu s tra tio n s  o f how the cap it­
a lis t class of A m erica is m aking  
huge w ar p ro fits ; its  c r it ic is m  of 
the recently adopted tax  program  
th a t places the burden of the w ar 
e ffo r t on labor?

“ We are o f the op in ion th a t 
T H E  M IL IT A N T  is under a ttack 
fo r  exactly these reasons. I f  th is  
is  tru e  —  and there is s t i l l  no 
statem ent from  the W ashington 
offic ia ldom  responsible fo r  th is  d is ­
gracefu l action —  then i t  means 
th a t a labor paper representing

a certa in  p o lit ic a l po in t o f view 
can be banned a t any tim e  tha t 
its  op in ion doesn’t  F U L L Y  co in­
cide w ith  th a t o f Roosevelt and 
the A m erican ru lin g  class. Could 
there be a greater il lu s tra t io n  of 
to ta lita r ia n  action, of an antl-de 
m ocra tic blow against the A m erl 
can labor movement?”

The a rtic le  then po in ts  out 
th a t the a ttack on T H E  M IL I ­
T A N T  m ust be regarded as an 
a ttack on the whole labor press, 
in c lud in g  Labor A ction  and trade 
un ion papers o f the A F L  and the 
CIO, w h ich  could also be sup­
pressed I f  the present a ttack a- 
ga lnst T H E  M IL IT A N T  is suc­
cessful. The a rtic le  then con­
cludes:

“ As T H E  M IL IT A N T  has stated 
In  a press release Issued th is  
week (a release w h ich  was com­
p le te ly  Ignored by the boss press), 
we m ust ‘preserve the r ig h t  of a ll 
labo r papers fo r  a free press un­
hampered by reactionary bureau­
c ra ts !’

“ Labor Action  stands so lid ly  
w ith  T H E  M IL IT A N T  and de­
mands th a t the W ashington au­
th o ritie s  restore its  fu l l  m a ilin g  
r ig h ts . H A N D S  OFF T H E  L A ­
BOR PRESS! FOR A  FR E E  
PRESS IN  A M E R IC A !”

Comment Of ‘The Call' 
On The ‘Militant' Ban

A n  ed ito ria l in  the Dec. 4 is­
sue o f The Call, organ of the So­
c ia lis t Party , makes the fo llow ­
in g  comment on the w ith ho ld ing  
Of The M il ita n t  from  the m alls :

“ I f  th is  vigorous bu t compar­
a tiv e ly  obscure paper can be sup­
pressed or in tim ida ted  because of 
its  fo r th r ig h t c r it ic is m  of the ad­
m in is tra tio n , then, as the ed itors 
o f The M il ita n t  state, ‘no labor 
paper w i l l  -be safe to u tte r  the 
s ligh tes t c r it ic is m  or to stand up 
fo r  its  dem ocratic rig h ts .' Or, as 
N orm an Thomas declared a t the 
recent d inner of the W orkers De­
fense League, any pub lica tion  
w h ich  is no t 100% addicted to 
adu la tion  o f the President is lik e ­
ly  to find its e lf in  hot water.

" I t  goes w ith o u t saying tha t 
T he C all and the Socia list P arty  
do not rea ffirm  its  h is to r ic  stand 
in  regard to freedom of c ritic ism  
because of any sym pathy w ith  
the  T ro tsky ites  o r any be lie f in  
th e ir  p rinc ip les  . . .

“ O ur pro test against, ou r op­

position to, post office o r any ad­
m in is tra tiv e  censorship stems 
from  deeper causes, w h ich  have 
already been lis ted a t leng th  in  
these columns. We m ust be eter­
n a lly  on gtiard against the ready 
acceptance o f to ta lita r ia n  reg i­
m entation. We m ust pro test un­
ceasingly against any a ttem pt a t 
suppression o f c r it ic is m . We 
m ust be ready to figh t unhesita t­
in g ly  against any m anifestation 
o f d ic ta torsh ip .

"W h a t happened to The M il i­
tan t is especially bad because the 
paper was not even in fo rm ed by 
the au tho ritie s  of the fact th a t 
two Issues were ‘not being re­
leased.’ Only when com plaints 
came in  tha t two successive is ­
sues had no t been received by 
subscribers were questioners at 
the post office to ld  th a t the issues 
were ‘being w ith he ld  from  dis­
patch.’ . . .

"N ow  is the tim e  to ra l ly  to 
the b i l l  o f r ig h ts .”

lored the action and declared i t  
to be “ no th ing  sho rt o f tra g ic  be­
cause the defense of the company 
w i l l  occupy so much tim e  th a t is 
needed fo r the w ar e ffo rt.”  They 
are s t i l l  p lay ing  the old re fra in  
they used aga inst the  N o rth  
A m erican  s tr ike rs .

D IF F E R E N T  T R E A T M E N T  
FO R BOSSES A N D  W ORKERS

On the whole the governm ent’s 
po licy  “ fo r  the d u ra tio n ”  has 
been no t to prosecute a n ti-tru s t 
cases. In  a ll p ro b a b ility  th is  la t­
est cake w i l l  bo allowed to  lie  
dorm ant along w ith  the many 
o ther charges o f monopoly against 
lead ing U. S. firms.

D u rin g  the N o rtli Am erican 
s tr ik e  a ll sorts of v ile  lies were 
to ld  about the s trike rs . How d if ­
fe ren t i t  is w ith  Bendix! Bendix, 
a s is ter f irm  o f N o rth  Am erican, 
is an honorable, respected and 
p a trio tic  concern.

I ts  stockholders and offic ia ls  
w i l l  no t be attacked by naked 
bayonets o r a lynch campaign 
in  the jjtess. Such trea tm en t is 
reserved fo r  workers figh ting  
fo r  a 75 cent an hour m in im um  
wage.

J im  Crow  Still Here CIO  Convention Evaded 
Lesson O f The Elections

U. S. Industria l Accidents 
Outnumber War Casualties

By L A R IS S A  R E E D

Since the United States en­
tered the war, seven times as 
many American workers have 
been killed in industrial acci­
dents as have died cn the bat­
tle fronts, the National Safety 
Council reported on Nov 2!. 
Against a total of 48,956 either 
killed, missing or wounded in 
the war, 44,500 workers have 
been killed and 3,800.000 
wounded in industry.

Who is responsible for th is  
a p pa lling  loss o f w o rkers ’ lives? 
The T rave lers  Insurance Com­
pany dem onstrated in  a study 
made a few years ago tha t 98% 
o f a l l in d u s tr ia l accidents can be 
prevented. In  p ra c tic a lly  a l l cases, 
the accident could have been p re ­
vented i f  the em ployers had been 
held responsible fo r  in tro du c ing  
known methods o f prevention, in ­
c lud ing  close and w a tc h fu l care 
over the  physica l and m enta l 
condition o f th e ir  employees.

‘T H E R E  IS A  C O N N E C T IO N ”

The Encyclopedia o f Social Sci­
ences po in ts o u t: “ There is f re ­
quen tly  a connection between the 
p ro fit  m otive and p riva te  ow ner­
ship on one side and the hazard­
ous na tu re  o f in d u s tr ia l process­
es on the other. . . Under e x is t­
in g  economic re la tionships dan­
gerous processes are sometimes 
continued because they are p ro fit­
able, methods o f p revention o r 
sa fe ty  are neglected because they 
are costly .”  F rom  th is  same au­
th o r ity ,  we learn  th a t no t more 
than  2% o f a ll accidents are o f 
the so-called “ A c t o f God”  o r 
w ho lly  unpreventable type.The re ­
m ainder could be prevented “ i f  
i t  were no t fo r  p ra c tica l consider-

Speedup, Fatigue, 
Greed for Profits 
Result in Heavy Toll
ation  o f cost and in te rfe rence  
w ith  production and p ro f it . ”

Thus m illio n s  o f w o rkers  have 
been k ille d  and m aimed —  and 
m illio ns  m ore w i l l  become v ic ­
tim s  o f in d u s tr ia l accidents th is  
year —  because p ro fits , no t p re­
vention, come f i r s t  w ith  the 
bosses.

T H E  40-HO UR W E E K

U nder the p re te x t o f a id ing  the 
w a r e ffo r t ,  the cap ita lis ts  are 
w h ip p in g  up a nationw ide cam­
pa ign o f propaganda to  lengthen 
hours and speed up production 
in  the p lants. A l l  sc ie n tific  s tu ­
dies have proven th a t fa tig u e  
b rough t on by too long hours and 
speed-up is  the prim e cause of 
in d u s tr ia l accidents.

B r it is h  experience in m un itions 
p lan ts  du rin g  W orld  W a r I  show- 

| ed th a t accident frequency was 
tw o  and one h a lf tim es as g re a t 
in  a 12 hour w o rk in g  day as i t  
was when w o rk in g  hours were 
la te r reduced to  10 hours per day. 
M oreover production ou tpu t g ra d ­
u a lly  d im inished so th a t less was 
produced in  the 12 ho u r than  in  

. the 10 hour day.
Josephine G oldm ark and M ary  

D. H opkins in  a s tudy made d u r­
in g  and a f te r  the la s t w a r in  the 
U n ited  States, proved w h a t every 

i w o rke r knows; th a t even the 10 
hour day is too long ; th a t the 
fa tig u e  i t  induces leads to a very  
h igh  frequency o f in d u s tr ia l acci­
dents. These find in gs , published 
in an o ffic ia l docum ent o f the U. 
S. Governm ent, P ub lic  H ea lth  
B u lle tin  No. 106, Feb., 1920, 
proved th a t the 8 hour day was
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m ore e ffic ie n t than  the  10 hour 
day; there were few e r deaths by 
accidents and less tim e  lo s t th ru  
d is a b ility  and illness.

T h is  rep o rt was prefaced by 
rem arks about c a p ita lis t greed 
which apply w ith  equal fo rce  to ­
day: “ W ith  the entrance o f the 
U . S. in to  the w a r . . . the in ­
s tan t need o f supplies awoke the 
in s tin c t to  spu rt, to  pu t on pres­
sure w h ich has always been as­
sociated w ith  the desire fo r  quick 
re tu rns . In  m any quarters  the 
lessons o f h is to ry  and experience 
w ent fo r  naught and the demand 
was raised fo r  im m edia te ly  
lengthened hours o f labor.”

S T R IK E S  A N D  A C C ID E N T S

There has been much fuss in 
the c a p ita lis t press about man 
days lost in  s trikes , the p r im a ry  

; weapon o f the  w orkers  fo r  the 
pro tec tion  o f th e ir  wages and l iv ­
in g  standards. The U A W -C IO  
Research D epartm ent has com­
pared the tim e lost i l l  s trikes  du r­
in g  1942 w ith  the tim e  lo s t in  in ­
d u s tria l accidents:

“ In  the face o f the  countless 
hours los t th rough  preventable 
in d u s tr ia l accidents, the  figures 
on man days lo s t th rou gh  s trikes 
are ve ry  sm all. The press and 
the m anu fac tu re rs ’ associations 
are ca re fu l no t to  make the com­
parison, bu t the actua l figures 
show th a t in  the f ir s t  seven 
m onths o f 1942 to ta l m an days 
los t th rough  w a r in d u s try  s trikes 
was on ly  1,131 000, w h ile  in  1941 
there were 42,000,000 man days 
los t th rou gh  in d u s tr ia l accidents, 
and a to ta l o f  over 400,000,000 
man days were lo s t th rough  
disease and d is a b ility  o f a ll kinds 
in  1941.”

The U A W -C IO  paper lis ts  some 
o f the  reasons fo r  th is  te rr ib le  
loss, m ost o f which stem d ire c tly  
from  ca p ita lis t greed: New w o rk ­
ers are inadequately tra in e d ; 
they w o rk  on new processes in ­
vo lv ing  dangerous chemicals or 
new m achines; fa tig u e  is b rough t 
on by longer hours on w a r w o rk ; 
bad lig h t in g ;  the  24-hour opera­
tio n  o f equipm ent, etc.

T h a t the  bosses are ch ie fly  
responsible fo r  th is  tremendous 
to l l  in  w o rke rs ’ lives and health  
is adm itted  even by the N a tion a l 
S a fe ty  Council, an o rgan iza tion  
designated by P resident Roosevelt 
to  t r y  to  counteract the accident 
menace. A ccord ing  to  an A P  
re p o rt o f Sept. 19, Ned H . D ear­
born, executive v ice-president o f 
the Council, blames employers 
fo r  the r is in g  accident ra te .

“ I t  is due to  the fa c t th a t fa r  
too m any business men are not 
honestly t r y in g  to  p reven t ac­
cidents as hard  as they m ust 
under w a rtim e  conditions,”  he 
said.

A  JO B FOR T H E  U N IO N S

In  m any p lan ts  unions and 
un ion stewards undertake the 
task  o f seeing th a t the  w orkers 
are p ro pe rly  safeguarded in  th e ir  
w o rk . T h is  is especia lly necessary 
nowadays when m illio n s  o f new, 
inexperienced w orkers, in c lud in g  
■women, are go ing in to  the p lants.

; Since fa tig u e  is the la rge s t s ingle 
j  causal fa c to r in  accidents, the 
I trade  unions should f ig h t aga inst 
the longer w o rk  week, and f irm ly  
res is t the in tro du c tion  o f the 
speed-up, no m a tte r w h a t hypo­
c r it ic a l p re te x t is  used to  t r y  and 
fo is t  i t  upon the w orkers. The 
w orkers  should ge t p rope r res t 
periods and re g u la r vacations.

The lives and health  o f the 
w o rk in g  class are the  greatest 
asset o f the A m erican  people: 
too much has already been sacri­
ficed to  sw e ll the  bank accounts

(Continued fro m  page 1)
m ay have been due to  the  fa c t 
th a t labo r is less enthusiastic  ' 
about the present A d m in is tra tio n  
than fo rm e rly . In  thè past i t  has 
g iven the  A d m in is tra tio n  heavy 
support.”

The C IO  reso lu tion , however, 
did not even m ention the fa c t th a t 
m illio ns  o f trade un ion ists were 
so in d iffe re n t to  the outcome o f 
the elections th a t they d id  no t 
vote.

The fa c t o f th is  ind iffe rence  
was o f course so w e ll known th a t 
i t  came ou t repeatedly in  the 
speeches o f delegates who dis­
cussed the reso lu tion . B u t, un ­
fo rtu n a te ly , no t one delegate a t­
tem pted to  exp la in  W H Y  the 
w orkers voted w ith  th e ir  fee t.

NO E X P L A N A T IO N

In  ty p ic a l bureaucra tic  fash ion, 
Van A . B ittn e r, M u rra y ’s second- 
in-command in  the  U n ited  Steel 
W orkers, blamed the workers, 
say in g : “ M any o f our own people 
fo rg o t a l l about p ro te c ting  them ­
selves on thè  p o lit ic a l f ie ld  and 
did  no t go ou t and vote o r did no t 
take  the in te res t in  the elections 
th a t they should.”  W H Y  the 
w orkers d idn ’t  th in k  i t  would p ro ­
tec t them to  vote Dem ocratic, 
B ittn e r  d id  no t t r y  to  exp la in .

B it tn e r  concluded in  the  la n ­
guage o f tra d itio n a l “ pure and 
s im p le”  un ion ism : “ B u ild  óur 
unions, organize the unorganized, 
so th a t we can say, regardless o f 
w ha t po litic ia n s  m ay do, our 
unions are go ing to  p ro tec t la ­
bor.”

On th is  p o in t B it tn e r  was e f­
fe c tive ly  answered by the ne x t 
speaker, Ben Probe o f the  Jack- 
son C ounty (M ich iga n ) In d u s tr ia l 
Council, who said:

“ O rgan iz ing  a 1 o n e is no t 
enough because you m ay have 
106% closed shop, bu t th a t isn ’t 
go ing to  ge t a ra ise in  wages. 
Collective ba rga in ing  ns we have 
come to  know  i t  has probably 
been taken over by the govern­
ment. I f  you w a n t to  ge t a ra ise 
in wages, i f  you w a n t to  ca ll a 
s tr ike , you ai’e go ing to  have to  
go to  th e  governm ent.”  In  short, 
w i l ly -n i l ly  the unions are in p o li­
tics.

B u t Probe stopped sho rt there 
instead o f discussing the basic 
question: the  k ind  o f po litics  th a t 
labor m ust ca rry  on. Y e t th a t 
question was sha rp ly  posed by 
Probe’s own evidence: “ W e found 
in M ich igan  th a t probably any­
where fro m  25 to  35% o f our peo­
ple were no t even reg istered to  
vote.”  A nd  nobody could c la im  
th a t the  auto orkèrs o f M ich igan 
are in d iffe re n t union members!

T H E  A L P  V O TE

One delegate, ex-S ocia lis t Jack 
A ltm a n  o f th e  R e ta il and W hole­
sale W orkers, contrasted the  re ­
su lts  elsewhere w ith  the fa c t th a t 
in  New Y ork  State the Am erican 
Labo r P a rty  polled the b iggest 
percentage vote in  its  h is to ry  —  
18 per cent o f New Y o rk  C ity ’s 
vote. B u t the obvious conclusions
—  th a t where the  w orkers were 
given a ha lf-chance to  vote fo r  
independent labo r p o lit ic a l action 
they did  so in la rge  num bers —  
A ltm a n  did  no t have the courage 
to draw , a lthough i t  was obvious­
ly  on the  t ip  o f h is tongue. H is 
sole proposal was th a t “ the CIO 
set up a p o lit ic a l com m ittee th a t

i w il l organ ize ou r forces in  every 
s ta te ," to  elect good candidates, 
“ yes, even Roosevelt in  1944 i f  
we are s t i l l  in  the w a r.”

The S ta lin is t fo rm u la  in  the 
discussion on the ejections was 
tho hoary old one about the line  
being correct bu t th a t i t  had not 
been carried  out. Thus Adams o f 
the W est Coast longshorem en: 
“ The p rogram  o f CIO in  the p o li­
t ic a l f ie ld  is r ig h t ,  b u t i t  has 
g o t to  be carried  Out.”  S im ila r ly  
M e r r i l l o f  the  O ffice and P rofes­
sional W orke rs : “ The p o lit ic a l 
problem  before us is a problem  
o f m assing support behind the  
Com m ander-in-Chief. . . Labo r 
had th is  ve ry  rea l resp on s ib ility  
which in  m any areas we fa ile d  
to re a lly  discharge.”

CIO  P resident P h ilip  M u rra y ’s 
genuine lack o f understand ing o f 
the whole question was indicated 
when, a fte r  fo u r  delegates had 
spokn b r ie f ly , a f i f t h  sought the 
floo r. In  ir r i ta t io n ,  M u rra y  
grum bled : “ L e t’s no t take a ll day. 
I  don’t  know w h a t’s so w o rld ­
shaking about th is  question.”  Po­
li t ic a l action o f the trade unions
—  w h a t’s so im p o rta n t about 
th a t?  I t  is c lear th a t M u rra y  
rem ains basica lly, as in  h is A F L  
days, a “ pure and s im p le”  trade 
un ion is t, th a t is, the m ost s lav­
ish k ind  o f supporte r o f the cap i­
ta lis t  pa rties.

U A W  LE A D E R S  S IL E N T

I t  should be noted th a t none 
o f 'th e  w o rke rs ’ leaders took the 
f lo o r  on the question o f the elec­

tions. Y e t the y  knew  b e tte r than  
anybody else in  the  convention 
w ha t a s tr ik in g  change has taken 
place am ong the fhost active  CIO 
w orkers. In  1936 and 1938 (w h ich  
was not a pres identia l-e lection 
yea r), the M ich igan w orkers  had 
been the backbone o f thè elector­
al v ic to ries  o f the Dem ocrats in  
the sta te  and Congressional elec­
tions. The local unions had en­
th u s ia s tica lly  m obilized and pu t 
over “ th e ir ”  candidates. In  s ta rk  
con trast, th is  year, no am ount o f 
exo rta tion  fro m  on top could get 
the w orkers  down below to  bes tir 
themselves fo r  the ve ry  same 
candidates.

W hy were the auto w o rke rs ’ 
leaders s ile n t on the flo o r?  They 
had gone th rough  the m otions o f 
su b m ittin g  to  the reso lu tions 
com m ittee a “ tr ip le  v ic to ry ”  p ro ­
g ra m : 1. To w in  the w a r; 2. To 
m a in ta in  our dem ocratic in s t itu ­
tio n s ; 3. To w in  the peace. AH 
its  fo rm u la tio n s  were somewhat 
to  the le f t  o f  the o ffic ia l CIO 
line  and were rejected. The U A W  
leaders made no a tte m p t to  f ig h t  
fo r  th e ir  line  on the f lo o r  oh any 
po in t.

One fo rm u la tio n  in the “ t r ip le  
v ic to ry ”  prògi-am is p a r tic u la r ly  
w o rth  no ting . I t  ca lls fo r  “ re­
o r ien ta tion  o f the func tions  o f the 
CIO  and its  in te rn a tio n a l unions.”  
I t  declares th a t necessity “ to  
place the m a jo r emphasis o f  our 
w o rk  on program s and ac tiv itie s

o f a broad eeohomic and p o lit ic a l 
na tu re .”  T h is  fo rm u la tio n  h a lf -  
openly recognizes th a t “ to  deal 
e ffe c tiv e ly  w ith  the various em er­
gency and norm al le g is la tive  and 
a d m in is tra tive  bodies o f the  gov­
e rnm en t”  has become the  m a jo r 
problem  o f the la bo r m ovem ent. 
In  short, th a t po litics  has become 
the province o f the trade  unions.

Once th is  is recognized, the  
“ so lu tion ”  pi'oposed by  M u rra y  
&  Co.— v a in ly  begg ing Roosevelt 
fo r  m ore labo r representatives on 
the various governm ent boards 
and bodies —  appears u t te r ly  lu ­
dicrous. C e rta in ly  Roosevelt can­
not appo in t labo r representatives 
to  the  m ost im p o rta n t body o f a ll
—  Congress!

A l l  the facts reported to  the 
convention about the elections, 
a l l the discussions on a ll the  ques­
tions, lo g ica lly  lead to  b u t one 
conclusion: LA B O R  N E E D S  ITS  
O W N P A R T Y . A n  independent 
Labo r P a rty , ra l ly in g  behind i t  
h o t on ly  the  organized w orkers  
bu t also the  s t i l l- la rg e r  body o f 
those as ye t unorganized, and 
the w o rke rs ’ fa m ilie s  and the d ir t  
fa rm ers  and a g r ic u ltu ra l w o rkers
—  in  short, the overw helm ing 
m a jo r ity  o f the nation .

T h is  was the  conclusion ob v i­
ously indicated by a ll questions 
a t the convention. B u t, tie d  to  
Roosevelt and th ro u g h  h im  to  the 
Dem ocratic P a rty , the CIO  lead­
ersh ip evaded the p la in  answer.

How the French Came Into 
Domination of Morocco

By M A R K  B R A D E N

o f the  p ro fite e ring  corporations. 
The f ig h t aga inst the  cu rre n t 
cam paign o f the bosses fo r  a lo n ­
ger w o rk  week and speed-up is 
th  f ig h t fo r  the  preserva tion o f 
the en tire  A m erican w o rk in g  
class.

France's seizure of Morocco! 
in 1900-1912 is a long record of . 
broken promises, secret treaties, | 
m ilita ry  expeditions, briberies 
and coercion.

W rit in g  in  1899. Professor E. D. 
Adams -declared th a t “ The m ain 
characteris tic  of F rench coloniza­
tion  has always been conquest by 
m il ita ry  expeditions.”  The French 
im peria lis ts  used such expeditions 
against the Moroccans on num ­
erous occasions, bu t they did  not 
hesitate, when they saw the need 
fo r it .  to make a ll k inds o f prom ­
ises about preserv ing  the inde­
pendence o f Morocco.

In  a trea ty  signed w ith  B r ita in  
in  1904 —  w hich recognized B r i t ­
a in ’s “ c la im ”  to E gyp t —  the 
French governm ent declared tha t 
i t  -was no t “ its  in te n tio n  to change 
the p o lit ic a l status o f Morocco.”  
B u t the tre a ty  le ft  the way open 
fo r France to do jus t th is  by s ta t­
in g  th a t France would “ see to the 
t ra n q u ility  o f the coun try  and 
lend her assistance fo r a ll the 
adm in is tra tive , financia l and m il i ­
ta ry  re form s it  is  in  need o f."

The German im p e ria lis ts  did not 
v iew  th is  w ith  pleasure —  they 
preferred to "ass is t”  Morocco 
themselves. So in  1906 a t the 
Algeciras conference France "a p ­
peased”  Germany by ceding 100.- 
000 square m iles of the Sudan to 
Germany in  re tu rn  fo r recogn ition 
o f lie r  "special pos ition ”  in  M or­
occo.

H av ing  prev iously  appeased 
I ta ly —-all these conferences also 
made secret treaties  p e rta in ing  to 
boundaries, economic spheres of 
in fluence, etc, w h ich  were kept 
from  tlie  people fo r years —  
France was alile  to move in  more 
openly to destroy the po litica l in ­
dependence of Morocco.

F R E N C H  P R E T E X T

Thè French im peria lis ts  con­
s ta n tly  u tilized  the device of p ro­
vok ing  in d iv id u a l a ttacks by the 
natives to ju s t i fy  t l ie ir  own ag­
gressions. The E ng lish  hum an i­
ta rian , Edm und M orel, who long 
crusaded against the slave trade, 
sums up: “ These ‘inc iden ts ’ were 
autte u n im p o rta n t bu t they gave 
the m il ita ry  o f the French A lger­
ian  ad m in is tra tio n  the necessary 
excuse fo r  m il ita ry  action...they 
were never more than  a pretext 
to cover p o lit ic a l designs”  ( B lack 
M an’s B urden).

Thus in  1907 the French shelled 
Casablanca and occupied the c ity ; 
s im ila r ly  a t U d ja  the French a r­
m y moved in  a fte r the desecration 
of a na tive  cemetery liad  p ro ­
voked a disturbance. H a v ing  e li­
m inated a il her cap ita lis t r iva ls  
except Spain, and then moved in 
w ith  her arm y, France was ready 
to destroy the po litica l independ­
ence she had guaranteed in  1906.

Agents o f tho big cap ita lis ts  a r­
rived to exp lo it the economic re­
sources o f the country. I ts  a g ri­
c u ltu ra l products o f wheat, bar­
ley, maize, olives, figs and almonds 
were supplemented by large-scale 
p lan ting  o f cotton, breadi-wheat 
and potatoes. C apita l was export­
ed from  France to develop the 
harbors of the fine ports on the 
M editerranean and A  t la  n t i c 
coasts.

S im ultaneously the French con­
tr ive d  to b r in g  the Sultan under 
th e ir  financia l sway. They in ­
duced h im  to contract a b ig  loan, 
most o f wh ich was swindled 
away by the negotiators when the 
Sultan was replaced by h is  rela 
tive, M ula! Hafld. the French, un­
daunted, demanded th a t he as-

sume the loan. In  the face of 
th e ir  a rm y he "consented”  and 
tr ie d  to raise paym ent by tax in g  
his subjects.

B u t the  R i f f  tr ibes, who on ly  
no m in a lly  paid h im  allegiance, re ­
volted. The French a rm y w ent 
out to meet them  under the com­
mand o f General Lyautey. The 
French demanded of Sultan H afid  
th a t since lie  could no t keep “ or* 
der,”  a pro tectorate had to be 
established. He re lu c ta n tly  agreed 
in  the face of the m il ita ry  s itua ­
tion . T im s France broke her 
prom ise and smashed the p o lit ic a l 
independence o f Morocco.

FR E N C H  D O M IN A T IO N

General Lyau tey im m edia te ly  
proceeded to organize a colon ia l 
adm in is tra tion . Troops were ga r­
risoned wherever possible. A  
French c iv i l a d m in is tra tio n  was 
established. More cap ita l was im ­
ported. T lie  trade o f Morocco 
jum ped, w ith  b ig  pro fits  m ostly  
fo r  the French cap ita lis ts . F rom  
95 m illio n  francs in  1910, to ta l 
trade clim bed to 222 m illio n s  tn  
1913, and then to 2,644 m illio n  
francs in  1927.

B u t b ig  p ro fits  to the F rench 
cap ita lis ts  d id  not convince the- 
natives th a t France was b rin g in g  
them  “ c iv iliz a tio n .”  In  the n o rth ­
ern section of Morocco w h ich  
Spain contro lled, revo lt a fte r 
revo lt fla red up. In  the French 
section, the revolt, o f 1910 was 
scarcely “ pacified" before a new 
upsurge occurred a t Fez in  1912. 
No sooner d id  General Lyau tey 
suppress th is, then in  t lie  South 
the tribes rose again. B y th is  tim e  
t lie  F rench had alm ost 40 bat­
ta lions in  Morocco who were hard- 
pressed in  th e ir  b ru ta l e ffo r ts  to  
m a in ta in  “ tra n q u ility .”

P L U N D E R  A N D  W A R

T h is  b r ie f sum m ary shows how, 
in  the space of 12 years, F rance 
e lim inated a ll lie r  ca p ita lis t r iv a ls  
except Spain, econom ically pene­
tra ted  Morocco, destroyed its  
po litica l independence and made 
i t  another pro fitab le  l in k  in  her 
vast A fr ic a n  E m pire. T h is  process 
of the p a rtit io n in g  o f A fr ic a  
amongst the great c a p ita lis t pow­
ers was in e x trica b ly  bound up 
w ith  th e ir  preparations fo r  the 
W orld  W ar; they d iv ided and 
plundered a con tinent on ly  to  figh t 
fo r  its  red iv is iôn .

And now they are fig h tin g  again. 
General E isenhower stands a t the 
grave of General Lyau tey  and 
praises h im  as an “ empire- 
b u ild e r ;”  Roosevelt and E isen­
hower pledge th a t they are 
“ pro tecting ”  French possessions 
u n t il a " fre e ”  France can resume 
its  own contro l. W hat they mean 
is tha t, no tw iths tan d ing  the noble 
words o f the A t la n t ic  C harter, the 
A llie s  mean to hold Morocco and 
the rest o f F rench A fr ic a  in  sub­
jec tion  u n t il its  masters are “ free”  
from  t l ie ir  r iv a l,  Germany. B u t 
such “ freedom ”  o f large ca p ita lis t 
powers to oppress and exp lo it m il­
lions o f colon ia l peoples and deny 
them th e ir  na tiona l independence, 
is ra n k  hypocrisy.

W hen the large powers t r y  to 
ju s t ify  th e ir  carv ing  up o f A frica , 
they speak o f “ b r in g in g  c iv iliz a ­
t io n  to the dark con tine n t." Le t 
the apologists of F rench cap ita l­
ism answer the question; Besides 
p lundering  Morocco fo r the b ig  
banks, w hat have you done fo r  the 
people of Morocco; where is the 
progress you prqm ised them? In  
exchange fo r  the destruction  o£ 
th e ir  indepedence, w ha t have you 
g iven theln?
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By Albert Parker.

The Military And Political 
EffectsOf The Turn ln War

How the Post Office Attack On Our Paper 
Affects the Struggle Against Jim Crow

The present a c tiv itie s  o f the 
Post O ffice in  p reven ting  T H E  
M IL IT A N T  fro m  go ing  th rou gh  
the m ails  are closely connected 
w ith  the  whole s tru g g le  to  smash 
J im  C row ism  in  the U n ited  
States.

The Post O ffice ’s ob jections to 
T H E  M IL IT A N T  are no t based 
on w ha t we have 'to  say about 
the  N egro s trugg le  alone. W lia t 
the  Post O ffice d is likes about th is  
paper is its  whole p ro -labo r p o li­
cy. B u t an im p o rta n t p a r t  o f th is  
po licy  is its  uncom prom ising 
stand aga inst J im  C row ism  
w herever i t  exists, inc lud ing  
W ashington.

M r. C a lv in  Hassell, ass is tant to  
the  S o lic ito r o f the Post O ffice 
D epartm ent in  W ashing ton, has 
stated tha t in  his op in ion "to  
urge Negroes to  f ig h t  fo r  th e ir  
r ig h ts  a t the present m om ent”  
ju s tif ie s  the w ith h o ld in g  o f any 
issue o f a paper fro m  the m ails.

T h is  is one “ c rim e”  to  which 
we ce rta in ly  plead g u ilty .  W ith  
a ll the energy a t its  command 
th is  paper has been u rg in g  the 
N egro  masses to  f ig h t  fo r  th e ir  
r ig h ts  a t the present moment. In  
fa c t, so long as we are m aking 
a confession, we could add th a t 
we have even been t r y in g  to  con­
vince the N egro  people th a t i t ’s 
m ore im p o rta n t fo r  them to  f ig h t  
fo r  th e ir  r ig h ts  today than i t  was 
before Pearl H a rbo r.

W e believe th a t i f  the  Negro 
people don’t f ig h t  fo r  th e ir  r ig h ts  
in  th is  period, they m ay f in d  i t  
im possib le to  f ig h t  fo r  them  a fte r  
th is  “ w ar fo r  democracy”  is  end- j 
ed. W e no t on ly  believe th is , bu t 
we’ve said i t  in  p r in t  hundreds 
o f tim es, and we w ish we were 
in  a position to  te ll i t  to  every 
N egro  w o rke r in the country . We 
ce rta in ly  have not been secretive 
in  th is  crim e o f te ll in g  the N egro  
people th a t they should f ig h t  fo r  
th e ir  r ig h ts  now, and why, and 
how.

N o t on ly  th a t, b u t w e’ve even 
been u rg in g  a ll the  w h ite  w o rk ­
ers to  he lp the Negro people in 
th e ir  f ig h t ,  and t r y in g  to  ge t the 
w h ite  w orkers to  f ig h t  side by 
side w ith  th e ir  N egro  bro thers 
aga ins t a ll defenders o f J im  
Crow.

O f course, M r. Hassell and 
those in  the  ad m in is tra tio n  whose 
orders he is c a rry in g  ou t do no t 
lik e  to  have the N egro  people 
to ld  th a t the y  should f ig h t  fo r  
th e ir  r ig h ts  in w a rtim e  as in 
peacetime. Thev don’t  lik e  i t  
when T H E  M IL IT A N T  p rin ts  
such artic les . B u t they also don’t  
lik e  i t  when any o ther paper, in ­
c lud ing  the Negro press, does the 
same.

A s an example o f the  adm in­
is tra t io n ’s a tt itu d e  on th is  ques- j 
t io n , we re p r in t  sections o f an 
e d ito r ia l p rin ted  in the M arch 14, 
1942 issue o f the P ittsb u rg h  
C ourie r, and en titled  “ Cowing j 
the  N egro  Press” :

“ In  view  o f the  hys te ria  th a t , 
seems to  be the  inev itab le  accom­
panim ent o f w ar, colored citizens 
w i l l  no t be surprised to  learn th a t 
th e ir  on ly m il ita n t  spokesman, 
the  N egro  press, is being closely 
watched and investiga ted by gov- i 
ernm ent agents.

“ O ffices o f at least tw o  o f the 
la rge s t N egro  newspapers have

been v is ited  by agents o f the Fed­
era l Bureau o f Inve s tig a tio n  since 
Pearl H arbor.

“ M rs. C h a rlo tta  A . Bass, ed ito r 
and publisher o f the m ilita n t 
‘C a lifo rn ia  E ag le ,’ states th a t 
F B I agents have v is ited  her o f­
fice and in te rroga ted  her about 
possible rece ip t o f Japhnese or 
German funds because her paper 
courageously condemned color 
d isc rim in a tio n  and segregation in  
N a tion a l Defense.

“ T h is  so rt o f th in g  is  an obv i­
ous e f fo r t  to  cow the N egro press 
in to  so ft-peda ling  its  c ritic ism  
and ending its  fo r th r ig h t  expos­
ure o f the  outrageous d isc rim in a ­
tions to  which Negroes have been 
subjected. . .

“ O f course i t  is  easy to  under­
stand w hy those in  a u th o r ity  do 
net re lish  hav ing  these undemo­
c ra tic  practices investiga ted and 
exposed, especially when our 
coun try  has assumed the ro le  o f 
champion and arsenal o f democ­
racy.

“ B u t Negroes fee l th a t along 
w ith  the v ic to ry  fo r  democracy 
abroad there m ust also be v ic to ry  
fo r  democracy a t home; and un ­
t i l  th is  double v ic to ry  is achiev­
ed, ne ithe r they nor th e ir  news­
papers w il l  rem ain s ilen t.

“ Instead o f t ry in g  to  fr ig h te n  
Negro ed ito rs in to  silence, we 
suggest th a t the F B I investiga te  
those forces and in s titu tio n s  
w ith in  Am erica  th a t are fos te rin g  
and spreading fascism  and d is­
u n ity  by tre a tin g  Negroes as 
second-class c itizens.”

Now  we are no t t r y in g  to  p re­
tend th a t T H E  M IL IT A N T  is like  
the Negro press. F o r one th in g , 
we m a in ta in  our paper has a m ore 
consistent po licy  aga inst a ll the 
forces responsible fo r  J im  C row ; 
fo r  another, our paper advocates 
the on ly p rogram  to  achieve r a ­
c ia l equa lity .

B u t T H E  M IL IT A N T  is lik e  
the N egro press, o r a g re a t p a r t i 
o f the N egro press, in th is  re­
spect: W e both expose J im  Crow 
practices, and we both te ll the 
N egro masses to  f ig h t  fo r  an end | 
to  them.

I f  T H E  M IL IT A N T  can be 
suppressed fo r  th is  “ crim e,”  isn ’t  
i t  obvious th a t the ad m in is tra ­
t io n ’s ne x t step would be to  go 
a fte r  the m ore outspoken Negro 
papers? W ouldn ’ t the a d m in is tra ­
tio n  consider c rack ing  down on 
the ac tiv itie s  o f organ izations 
like  the M arch-on-W ashington 
M ovem ent? W ouldn ’t  i t  have the 
e ffec t o f m ak ing  many N egro  
ed ito rs less lik e ly  to  p r in t  th in gs  
fo r  which th is  paper was gagg­
ed? W ouldn ’t  a ll th is  resu lt in  a 
setback to the movement fo r  Ne­
gro equa lity?

T H E  M IL IT A N T  f ig h ts  fo r  the 
r ig h ts  o f a ll the w orkers , and 
th a t is w hy  its  suppression would 
be a b low  to  the whole labo r 
movement. I t  would be a t least 
as g re a t a b low  a t the  s trugg le  
fo r  N egro em ancipation. T h a t is 
w hy  a ll w orkers, inc lud ing  the 
N egro w o rkers  should p ro tes t 
the a c tiv itie s  o f the  Post O ffice 
D epa i'tm ent and send financia l 
con tribu tions  to  T H E  M IL IT A N T  
116 U n iv e rs ity  PL, N ew  Y o rk  
C ity , to  help i t  in  its  f ig h t  to 
m a in ta in  the freedom  o f the  
press.

Women In Industry
How to Enforce t he W ar Labor 

Board's Equal Pay Decision
___________  By M A R IE  T A Y L O R  ___________

In  response to the demands of 
w orkers th roughout the country, 
the W ar Labor Board las t week 
handed down a decision recogniz­
in g  the p rinc ip le  of equal pay fo r 
equal w o rk  done by women. 
W hether th is  decision w i l l  actu­
a lly  be accepted in  practice, and 
resu lt in  ra is ing  the sub-stand­
ard wages now being pa id to 
thousands of women in  industry , 
rem ains to be seen. T h is  depends 
alm ost e n tire ly  on how the un ­
ions back up th is  ru l in g  w ith  de­
mands o f th e ir  own to enforce 
equal pay fo r women.

There is no th ing  new about 
th is  decision o f the W LB . The 
p rin c ip le  of equal pay fo r  equal 
w o rk  has been “ on the books’ ’ 
o f m any agencies of the federal 
government fo r  more than fo r ty  
years.

D u rin g  the firs t w o rld  war, 
the W ar Labor Conference Board 
set up the fo llow ing  gu id ing  p r in ­
c ip le : " I f  i t  sha ll become neces­
sary to employ women on w ar 
w o rk  o rd in a r ily  perform ed by 
men, they m ust be allowed equal 
pay fo r equal w o rk .”

In  1917 the ch ie f o f the Bureau 
o f Ordinance o f the W a r Dept, 
issued th is  order: “ The standard 
o f wages h ith e rto  p re va ilin g  fo r

men in  the process should no t be 
lowered when women render equi­
va lent service.”  (Quoted from  
the Nov. 29 N . Y . T im es.)

Y e t in  sp ite  o f these ru lin g s  by 
the governm ent agencies, wages 
fo r  women in  W orld  W a r I  
averaged fro m  25 to  50% less 
than those o f men doing the same 
w ork.

In  order fo r  equal pay fo r 
women to  become an a c tu a lity , 
unions m ust f ig h t to  enforce th is  
p rinc ip le . M any lead ing unions 
have already raised slogans and 
campaigned fo r  eqtial pay fo r  
women, hu t the bosses continue 
to pay women low er rates. Now 
tha t the W LB  has ordered the 
abo lition  of the double standard 
of wages, i t  is  up to the. un ions 
to see tha t the bosses abide by 
th is  decision.

In  Canada, despite the n o to r i­
ous la bo r-h a tin g  polic ies o f the 
governm ent, whieh has cooperat­
ed w ith  the bosses by  ou tlaw ing  
s trikes, suppressing unions and 
a rre s tin g  union leaders, the  
w orkers have taken m il ita n t  ac­
tion  to  equalize wages fo r  
women. L a s t week 14,000 m em ­
bers o f the  CIO  U n ited  A u to  
W orkers  w en t ou t on s tr ik e  in  8 
p lan ts o f the F ord  M o to r Co. o f

B y  A . R O LA N D

No sooner do the "democra­
cies”  score a major victory in 
the war than an instantaneous 
change is noted in their politics. 
War is the extension of politics, 
by the other means. The poli­
cies pursued in a period of de­
feat are necessarily different 
from those put into effect when 
victory is the perspective.

T h is  sim ple lesson is  lost on 
the libe ra ls  and social democrats. 
These elements seize eagerly  on 
any concessions made by ca p ita l­
is t governm ents d u rin g  periods o f 
stress o r defeat. Such “ ve lve t 
g loves”  te m p o ra rily  slipped on, 
the libe ra ls  in te rp re t as rea l new 
sk in , the s ign th a t cap ita lism  is 
recovering  its  hea lth  and a b ility  
to  go fo rw a rd .

C h u rch ill pe rm itted  the B r it is h  
labo r leaders to  te ll the masses 

I th a t th e ir  lo t  would be e n tire ly  
! d iffe re n t a fte r  the  w a r. Never 
again w ould they  be subjected to 
the m ise ry  and s u ffe r in g  o f the 
past. The defeat o f H it le r  was 
a ll th a t was necessary to  usher 

j in  a brand new w o rld . C h u rch ill 
took labo r in to  h is cabinet. He 
h im se lf rem ained p re tty  much 
s ilen t on the  social question— so 
long as E ng land was under the 
black cloud o f defeat.

The w i ly  p rim e  m in is te r acted 
in  canny fash ion ag a ifi when the 
w a r threatened to  engross a d is­
contented Ind ia . He called on the 
“ le f t is t  o f  the  le f t , ”  th a t  man o f 
rec titude , S ir  S ta ffo rd  Cripps, to  
a lla y  the  fea rs  o f the  Ind ians 
th a t  the y  m ig h t no t be given 
th e ir  share o f the democracy th a t 
was to spread a ll over the  w orld .

T IM E  G A IN E D

The C ripps ’ m ission gained the 
badly needed tim e  th a t C h urch ill 
wanted to  steer the E m pire  in to  
a b r ig h te r period. I t  is c lear now 
th a t C h u rc h ill’s pent-up fee lings 
stra ined h im  to  the u tm ost lim its  
o f endurance. The m om ent a ra y  
o f v ic to ry  appeared, the m om ent 
the  tu rn  in  the w a r came, he 
could conta in  h im se lf no longer.

W ith  a g re a t be llow  he an­
nounced th a t he had no t become 
prim e m in is te r to  see the liq u id a ­
tion  o f the B r it is h  E m pire . He 
meant to  hold on to  w hat he had. 
T hat, inc iden ta lly , was notice not 
on ly  to  M ahatm a G andhi and 
R a jagopalachari, bu t to  Roose­
ve lt and W ill ik ie  as w e ll. C hur­
c h ill was serv ing  notice th a t he 
did no t in tend to  g ive up Ind ia  
to  e ithe r the Ind ians o r the U n i­
ted States w ith ou t a b it te r  s tru g ­
gle.

C ripps was shown the  door 
w ith o u t ceremony. He had been 
squeezed d ry  and was o f no 
fu r th e r  use. T rue, M orrison  was 
a t the same tim e  elevated in to  
the Cabinet. H is  over-ready ac­
ceptance shows how l i t t le  he had 
learned fro m  the lesson o f C ripps, 
how l i t t le  he understood the tu rn  
in po litics  in  the com ing period.

A t  the ve ry  m om ent when 
C h u rch ill makes i t  p la in  th a t 
Ind ia  need expect no th ing  fro m  
Eng land, th is  la bo r lig h t ,  M o r­
rison, says: “ There is a lo t  o f 
ta lk  about Ind ia , bu t again I  p re­
fe r  facts. The fa c t is th a t B r ita in  
has o ffe red  to  the people o f Ind ia  
fu l l  lib e r ty  to  make th e ir  own 
con s titu tion  fo r  themselves, even 
i f  i t  means complete independ­
ence. W hatever destiny they 
w a n t fo r  th e ir  own cou n try  a fte r  
the war, they can have, provided 

| on ly  th a t no th in g  is done d u rin g  
I the w a r to  endanger the  chances 
; o f v ic to ry  fo r  the  U n ited  N a ­
tions.”  The ro le  o f M orrison  is 
to  do in  E ng land w h a t C ripps did 
in Ind ia— to  ga in  tim e  fo r  C hur­
c h ill up to  the p o in t where the 
cap ita lis ts  once more feel strong 
enough to  cast aside the  labo r 
leaders.

The tu rn  in  the  w a r b rough t 
its  p o lit ic a l changes in  the

A Clear Trend to the Right Is Shown As 
Capitalists See Approach of Victory
U n ited  States as w e ll. The a f fa ir  
D arlan is  a sym ptom  o f the new 
atmosphere. The “ expediency”  
fo rm u la  can lead qu ite  fa r .  I t  is 
on ly under th  w a rm ing  rays o f 
the sun o f v ic to ry  th a t a U n ited  
States o ffic ia l can say th a t the 
A rm y  would be w illin g  to  tre a t 
even a Goei;ing in  the same way 
i f  he b rough t over the en tire  
L u ftw a ffe . A nd  i t  is  no t outside 
the realm s o f po ss ib ility  th a t the 
U n ited  S tates m ig h t see its e lf  
a llied w ith  F ranco i f  Germ any 
invades Spain.

A lre ad y  the A llie s  are conduct­
in g  a rad io  propaganda in  I ta ly  
in v it in g  its  leaders— outside o f 
M usso lin i, who m ust be sacrificed 
in  any case— to  come to  te rm s in  
a separate peace. F o r such a 
separate peace the  A llie s  do no t 
th in k  in  te rm s o f I ta lia n  demo­
crats, bu t ra th e r o f General 
Badoglio and the  K in g .

The p o lit ic a l atm osphere is 
chang ing in te rn a lly  as w e ll as 
ex te rna lly . In te rn a l and ex te rna l 
policies m u tu a lly  a ffe c t each

other. W e m ay expect th a t more 
and more a ttem p ts  to  “ d isc ip line”  

j the  A m erican w o rk in g  class w il l  
| be made as the end o f the  w a r 
approaches. The N . Y . T im es 
recognizes the tu rn  in  po litics  in  
Eng land, bu t o f course says l i t t le  
on the corresponding changes 
hero.

The Tim es correspondent, R ay­
mond D anie ll, w rite s  an a rtic le  
under the correct heading: “ B r i t ­
ish Cabinet S h ifts  B u ild  U p  Con­
servatives. The P a rty  Thus Gives 
N otice T h a t I t  Is  N o t N ow  Con­
cerned w ith  R eform s.”  The 
analysis made by th is  w r i te r  
deserves quo ta tion :

“ M any shrewd observers see in  
the p o lit ic a l changes announced 
a t the  opening o f th is  week a 
c lear ind ica tion  th a t so f a r  as 
domestic p o licy  is concerned M r. 
C hurch ill has decided to  be a T o ry  
P rim e M in is te r o f a coa litio n  gov­
ernm ent w ith o u t s u ffe r in g  the 
d is trac tions o f hav ing  an ad­
vocate o f sweeping pos t-w ar re ­
fo rm s a t h is elbow in  the  inne r

c irc le  o f the  governm ent. I t  is  
notable th a t a t tim es o f severest 
stress the voices o f T ory ism  be­
come subdued w h ile  the advocates 
o f change are encouraged to  g ive 
tongue to bold plans fo r  bu ild ing  
a pos t-w ar w o rld .”  D an ie ll goes 
on to  say th a t anybody who fe lt  
a t such a period th a t E ng land 
was undergo ing  any basic social 
change-w ould find  h im se lf sadly 
m istaken.

Thus even the c a p ita lis t press 
adm its  the  d is tin c t tu rn  tow ards 
reaction a t the very f irs t  m om ent 
when the ru l in g  class is en­
couraged to  fee l th a t i t  w i l l  he 
v ic to rious. One m ay w e ll nsk: 
how much g re a te r w i l l  reaction 
becomes as the v ic to rious  end o f 
the w a r comes in  s ig h t?

The cap ita lis ts  o f the  v ic to rious  
couhtries w i l l  no longer need to 
mask th e ir  rea l designs under any 
fo rm  o f d iss im u la tion . The po litics  
o f the  w a r w i l l  become p la iner, 
ju s t as in  the la s t w a r. I t  is s t i l l  
too e a rly  to  see the en tire  trend 
in  th is  d irec tion , bu t the begin­
n ings are a lready obvious. The 
w o rk in g  class m ust rea lize w ha t 
is happening and counter the 
moves o f reaction  by th e ir  o r­
ganized resistance.

Some Lessons Of The 
Anti-Poll Tax Defeat

Soviet Drives Stagger 
Germans O n Two Fronts

Canada a f te r  the  com pany had 
v io la ted an agreem ent to  pay 
equal wages fo r  women. A ccord­
in g  to  a spokesman fo r  the  U A W , 
the companies in  the W indsor 
area had agreed du rin g  a hearing  
before the  Canadian W a r Labor 
Board to  equalize the  pay fo r  
women. Y e t the  F ord  M o to r Co. 
then h ired  women a t 50c an hour 
to  do the same w o rk  fo r  which 
men receive 75c.

In  P ittsb u rg h , Local 2 o f the 
A lum inum  W orkers  o f Am erica  
is scheduled to  take  a s tr ik e  vote 
on Dec. 4 unless wages fo r  women 
ore equalized. The un ion cla im s 
th a t the women employed by 
A LC O A  are do ing m en’s w o rk  
w h ich  pays 87c an hour, a lthough 
they receive o n ly  72c.

I t  can be pu t down as a cer­
ta in ty  th a t the bosses are no t go­
in g  to  pay women equal wages, no 

: m a tte r how m any W L B  ru lin g s  
are issued, unless the unions back 

; up these ru lin g s  and force them 
| to . Unless the unions back up 
> th e ir  demands w ith  m il ita n t  ac­
tion , we w i l l  s im p ly  have a 
re p e titio n  o f w ha t happened in  
the la s t w a r.

(Continued fro m  page 1)

matched by signs o f fe rm en t 
among the German w orkers a t 
home. N azi repressions have 
sharp ly  increased and published 
lis ts  o f “ rad io  c rim ina ls ,”  “ sa­
boteurs”  and “ de fea tis ts”  have 
doubled and tr ip le d  d u rin g  the 
past months.

In fo rm a tio n  fro m  one German 
underground source states th a t 
1,108 w orkers were k ille d  o r im ­
prisoned d u rin g  the  sing le  m onth 
o f Sept., 1942. (N a tion , Nov. 21.) 
T h is  lis t,  compiled fro m  o ffic ia l 
announcements in  Germ any, is 
the la rge s t fo r  any s ingle m onth 
since the  Nazis seized power.

A n  ind ica tion  o f the uneasiness 
fe lt  by the fasc is t ru le rs  is the 
fa c j th a t a fo re ig n  spy is consid­
ered less o f a c r im in a l than a 
re vo lu tio n a ry  w o rke r. H ig h  tre a ­
son ( th a t is, advocating revo lu ­
tio n  aga inst the fasc is ts) is  v iew ­
ed w ith in  G erm any as the w o rs t 
possible offense —  and trea ted 
accordingly.

The U nited Press on Dec. 1 
quotes an ille g a l German rad io 
as saying th a t Gestapo Chief 
H e inrich  H im m le r has w ith d ra w n  
a ll h is SS (E lite  Guard1)  troops 
fro m  the fro n ts  and th a t they 
w il l  henceforth  be used fo r  the 
o r ig in a l purpose —  “ to  keep o r­
der and d isc ip line  among the 
population and a rm y in  Ger­
m any.”

W h ile  we m ust be cautious in  
accepting a ll such reports  on th e ir  
face value, i t  is inev itab le  th a t 
H i t le r ’s m il i ta ry  reverses w i l l  en­
courage the German masses to  
g re a te r resistence. The German 
w orkers were never supporters 
o f H itle r is m , bu t ra th e r its  f irs t  
v ic tim s.

However, the  d ifficu ltie s  in  
o ve rth row ing  H it le r  are enor­
mous. H is  s trang lehold upon the 
people w i l l  no t be easily broken 
and thousands o f them  m ay be 
slaughtered a t the f i r s t  sign o f 
an up ris ing .

W H A T  G E R M A N  
W O R KERS F E A R

M oreover, the German w o rke rs ’ 
capacity to  f ig h t  H it le r  has been 
lim ite d  by th e ir  fe a r  o f the  con­
sequences o f an A llie d  v ic to ry . 
M ost o f them  lived th rou gh  the 
pos t-w ar p e r i o d  when the 
T re a ty  o f V ersa illes allowed the 
A llie s  to  p lunder p ro s tra te  G er­
m any. They fe a r th a t should H i t ­
le r  be defeated by Eng land and 
the U n ited  States, another, and 
even worse, V ersa illes w i l l  be im ­
posed upon them  and th e ir  c h il­
dren.

The “ U n ited  N a tions ’ ”  pa tte rn  
o f the post-w ar w o rld  is being 
made unm istakeably c lear to  
them. Roosevelt’s deal w ith  the 
French fasc is t D a rlan  and S tim - 
son’s endorsement o f the A us­
tr ia n  pretender O tto  von Habs- 
bu rg  can ha rd ly  in sp ire  them  to  
s trugg le  aga inst th e ir  own fa s ­
cists. M any o f the N az i leaders 
could be no less valuable to  the 
“ s tra te g y ”  o f the  “ U n ited  N a ­
tions”  than  was D arlan . The 
German w orkers understand th is  
and d is tru s t the “ dem ocratic”  
im peria lis ts .

B u t they  have no more reason 
fo r  tru s t in g  S ta lin  than Church­
i l l  and Roosevelt. S ta lin  has no t 
opposed the im p e ria lis t a im s o f 
the “ U n ited  N a tions.”  He has 
made no condemnation o f the 
D arlan  o r P rince O tto  deals. He 
does no t c ritic ize  C h u rch ill’s a r­
rog an t w a rn in g  to  the Ind ian  and 
colon ia l w orkers th a t the B r it is h  
E m pire  has no in te n tio n  o f fre e ­

in g  them  a f te r  the w a r is over. 
He has no t pledged the aid o f 
the Soviet U n ion  to  the  German 
w orkers in  th e ir  s trugg le  to  free  
themselves fro m  H it le r .  He has 
no t summoned them  to  a jo in t  
s trugg le  fo r  the establishm ent o f 
the S oc ia lis t U n ited  States o f 
Europe.

The S ta lin is t bureaucracy in 
the USSR has re jected the  p o li­
cy o f conducting a revo lu tiona ry  
w a r and has labeled a ll Germans, 
w o rke r and c a p ita lis t a like , as 
enemies o f the Soviet people. 
Th is is the keynote o f its  p ro ­
paganda today.

H A T E  —  G E R M A N  
P R O P A G A N D A

Ily a  Ehrenburg, jo u rn a lis t and 
mouthpiece fo r  the K re m lin , 
slanders the German workers 
when he w rite s : “ The Gcrhtan’s 
hatred fo r  o ther peoples is a na­
tu ra l condition.”  (The W orker, 
Nov. 28.)

A nd he gives Goebbels a p ro­
paganda weapon when he adds: 
“ O ur ha tred was directed. . . . 
against e ve ry th in g  th a t today 
represents Germ any. We hate 
the Germans.”

There was a tim e  when H it le r  
feared th a t his arm ies o f occu­
pa tion  m ig h t be “ poisoned by the 
v iru s  o f Bolshevism .”  B u t S ta lin

Where You Can Get 
THE M IL ITA N T

Boston— A delm an’s Newsstand 
284 T rem on t St.

Chicago —  Socia lis t Bookshop, 
Room 421, 160 N . W e lls  St.

D e tro it— The S atu rday Book­
shop, Room 5, 3513 Wood­
w ard  Ave., open S atu rday 
evenings fro m  6 to  9 o’clock.

M inneapo lis —  S hinder’s News 
Agency, Hennepin Ave. and 
6th S t.; P ioneer News A gen­
cy, 238 2nd Ave. South.

N ew ark (D o w n to w n )— News­
stand, 11 S pring fie ld  Avfe., 
near C ourt House.

New Haven —  N o d e l r a a n ’s 
News Depot, 106 C hurch ' St., 
near Chapel.

New  Y o rk  (H a rlem  —  News­
stands n o rth  west com er o f 
Lenox Ave. and 125th St. 
and a t the  no rtheast corner 
o f Lenox Ave. and 135th St.

New Y o rk  (G arm ent Ar-ea) — 
Newsstand, corner o f 38th 
S t. and 7th Ave.

New Y o rk  (M a n h a tta n )— 14th 
St., | between 4th and 7th 
Aves.; Newsstands on 42nd 
St., between 4 th  and 5th 

.Aves.
Rochester —  Newsstand, M ain 

St. and C lin ton  Ave., south^ 
east com er.

Roxbury, Mass. —  F rie n d ly  
V a r ie ty  Newsstand, Grove 
H a ll.

Seattle  —  E ckh a rt News, 102 
W ash ing ton S treet.

has reduced th a t fe a r by em­
brac ing  the  policies o f the  cap i­
ta l is t  “ democracies.”

The m il ita ry  v ic to ries  o f the 
Red A rm y  Can be extended and 
tu rned  . in to  decisive v ic tories. 
The fe rm e n t in  G erm any can 
com ple te ly d is ru p t H it le r ’s re a r 
and fa c il ita te  Soviet v ic to ry . B u t 
fo r  th is  a correct re vo lu tio n a ry  
po licy is necessary.

T H E  CO RRECT P O LIC Y

The Soviet U n ion m ust replace 
the a n ti-re vo lu tio n a ry  po licy  o f ! 
S ta lin  w ith  a p rog ram  th a t can 
ga in  the confidence, support and 
s o lid a rity  o f the  German mass­
es.

The Soviet masses. While f ig h t ­
in g  w ith  a ll th e ir  energy against 
H it le r ’s a ttack , m ust convince 
th e ir  German bro thers th a t they 
are a llies  who w ill f ig h t  w ith  
them aga inst the im pos ition  o f 
a new V ersa illes atjd fo r  the cre ­
ation o f a w orkers ’ governm ent 
in  Germany.

Such a po licy  w ould insp ire  
the  German w orkers  to  s trugg le  
fo r  the defeat o f H it le r  because 
they would know  th a t ou t o f th a t 
de feat would come socialism  and 
peace.

T h is  was the  po licy o f Lenin 
and T ro ts k y  in  the c iv il w a r o f 
1918-19 and aga inst the arm ies 
o f the im p e ria lis ts  in te rv e n tio n ­
ists. A t  th a t tim e  i t  saved the 
Soviet Un ion by tu rn in g  the  so l­
diers in  the c a p ita lis t arm ies 
aga inst th e ir  own oppressors.

Today i t  can no t on ly save the 
Soviet U n ion b u t can lead to  the 
em ancipation o f a ll the  w orkers 
o f Europe.

679 Votes 
For Breitman

N E W A R K , N. J., Dec. 1 —  New 
Jersey newspapers today reported 
th a t state o ffic ia ls  had recorded 
679 votes fo r George B re itm an, 
Socia lis t W orkers P a rty  candi­
date fo r  U n ited States Senator 
in  the Nov. 3 elections.

For a Rising Scale of 
Wages to Meet 

Rising Living Costs

BASIC TRAINING  
COURSE IN  
MARXISM

EVERY TUESDAY N IG H T  
from 8:15 to 9:45 O’clock 

Starting Dec. 8, 1942
Friends and members are urged 

to enroll now 
Inq u ire  4 th  f lo o r 

116 U N IV E R S IT Y  P L., N . Y .

Two s ign ifican t conclusions can 
be d raw n  from  the defeat of the 
an ti-po ll tax  b i l l  in  tho Senate 
las t week. One is the extent to 
w h ich  a ru l in g  m in o r ity  w i l l  go 
to resist even a m in o r concession 
to the masses. A n another is the 
to  the. masses. A no another is the 
the Senate plays in  the p o litica l 
li fe  of th is  country.

In  the M inneapolis t r ia l  a year 
ago the defense made a d is tinc tio n  
between advocating and pred ic ting  
violence and w ent on to exp la in 
th a t the p red ic tion  of M arx is ts  
th a t the cap ita lis t class w il l  use 
violence to oppose the in tro du c­
t io n  o f socialism  is based on theo­
ry  and h is to ry . To a certa in  ex­
ten t the determ ined action of the 
opponents o f the an ti-po ll tax 
measure, confirm s th is  contention.

The measure th a t was filib u s ­
tered to death by a group of Sen­
ators from  the po ll ta x  states is 
not a very  rad ica l one.- I t  m erely 
provides th a t no p o ll tax he re­
qu ired as a cond ition  to vote fo r 
candidates fo r federal offices. V o t­
in g  fo r  state candidates would 
s t i l l  he lim ite d  to those who paid 
a po ll tax. I t  does not threaten 
to  dispossess the Southern ru lin g  
class of its  p ro pe rty  and power. 
B u t I t  does constitu te  a breach in 
the dam erected by th a t class to 
prevent the masses, especially the 
Negro masses, from  in te rfe rin g , in  
any way whatever, w ith  the p o li­
t ic a l con tro l exercised by the 
land lords and cap ita lis ts  o f tlie  
Southern states.

S ig n ifican t is the action o f the 
Southern reactionaries fo r  the c ir ­
cumstances under w h ich  the b il l 
was debated were such th a t a fa ­
vorable vote could be expected. 
N o t even the strugg le against Ger­
man im p e ria lism  and the conse­
quent. necessity o f m ob iliz in g  a ll 
possible forces behind th a t s trug ­
gle could budge the representa­
tives of t lie  Southern reaction­
aries. The libe ra ls  argued th a t 
to m obilize the Negro masses be­
h ind  the w ar e ffo rt I t  was neces­
sary, a t the ve ry  least, to make 
them th is  in s ign ifica n t concession. 
B u t these argum ents fe ll on deaf 
ears. I t  seems th a t the Southern 
Senators would ra th e r lose the 
w a r against H it le r  than take a 
chance on g iv in g  the vote to the 
w h ite  and colored masses in  fed­
eral elections.

The real defenders o f the Negro 
ueople d id  not. of course, support 
the b ill because i t  w ould obta in  
th e ir  support fo r  the  w ar, bu t be­
cause i t  was a measure to increase 
the democratic r ig h ts  of the mass­
es in  the South. The question of 
the support of the Negro people 
fo r  the w ar is mentioned to  show 
th a t even such an argum ent had 
no effect.

*  *  *

I t  can be argued th a t the power 
and w ealth of the Southern ru lin g  
class is not at a ll threatened by 
e lim in a tin g  the qua lifica tion  o f a 
po ll tax  to vote in  Federal elec­
tions. T ha t is true . I t  m ay also 
be tru e  th a t i f  the Southern ru l­
in g  class were re a lly  convinced 
th a t in  order to w jn  the w a r i t  
m ust y ie ld  on th is  po in t, i t  would 
do so. The Negro and w h ite  
masses in  the South would con­
tinue  in  th e ir  m iserable state i f  
the an ti-po ll tax  b i l l  were to he 
enacted in to  law. There i£ no po ll 
tax  in  the N o rth  and s t i l l  the 
masses do not have the power, 
and the Negroes are s t i l l  sub­
jected to a ha te fu l d isc rim ina tion .

A ll th is  is true , bu t not re le­
van t to the po in t th a t the South­
ern Bourbons feel th a t th e ir  pow­
er is  threatened by the an ti-po ll 
ta x  measure and because o f tha t 
they are w ill in g  to go to extreme 
lengths to defeat it .  W ar o r no 
war, they w ill b rook no in te r fe r­
ence w ith  th e ir  complete po litica l 
and economic contro l.

I f ,  then, the ru le rs  o f the South 
w i l l  not y ie ld  on a m in o r m atter 
under circumstances when y ie ld ­
in g  would seem to benefit thehi, 
w i l l  they y ie ld  to  a m a jo r ity  of 
the people w a n tin g  to  deprive 
them of th e ir  economic and poll-« 
Meal power and compel them  to 
earn a l iv in g  by honest labor?

The answer is th a t in  a ll prob­
a b ili ty  the Southern ru l in g  class 
w ill use every fo rm  o f violence 
to prevent the m a jo r ity  from  ex- 
cerc is ing its  dem ocratic r ig h t  to 
establish a socia lis t society.

* * *
In  k i l l in g  the an ti-po ll tax  b i l l  

the Senate ju s tified  the hope th a t 
the  "fo u n d in g  fa the rs”  had in  th a t 
body as a check upon the House 
o f Representatives. I t  also ju s t i­
fies the demand of a ll progressives 
fo r the abo lition  of t lie  Senate

and the establishm ent of a u n i­
cameral leg is la tive  body.

W hen the C onstitu tion  of the 
U n ited States was amended to pro­
vide fo r popular elections o f Sen­
ators, instead o f th e ir  election by 
state legislatures, there were peo­
ple who concluded th a t no serious 
objection could henceforth be ra is ­
ed against the Senate as an a n t i­
dem ocratic chamber. The k il l in g  
o f the an ti-po ll tax b i l l  proves the 
contrary.

The fac t th a t every state has 
an equal num ber of Senators, re­
gardless of size of popu lation, ne­
cessarily characterizes the Senate 
as an anti-dem ocratic body. To 
give a state of several hundred 
thousand population the same rep­
resentation as a state Of several 
m illio n  is c '•io la tion  of a ll demo­
c ra tic  princ ip les. I t  is by v ir tu e  
of th a t fac t th a t the Southern 
Democrats w ie ld  an in fluence over 
leg is la tion  a ltogether out o f p rop­
o rtio n  to  the num ber of people 
they represent, even exclud ing the 
fac t tha t, because- o f the po ll tax. 
they are elected by a very sm all 
p ropo rtion  of po ten tia l voters In 
th e ir  states.

The states having the largest 
number o f inhab itan ts  are those 
where in d u s try  has been concen­
tra ted  and where the workers con­
s titu te  the vast m a jo rity . I f  a 
labor p a rty  were to he organized 
on a na tiona l scale, its  greatest 
support would n a tu ra lly  coinè 
from  the populous in d u s tr ia l cen­
ters th a t have w o e fu lly  inade­
quate representation in  the Sen­
ate.

Now and then, i t  is true, a re­
actiona ry  measure passed in  the 
House of Represents'ivos is k illed  
in  the Senate. A  few progressive 
Senators occasionally succeed in  
f iil ib u s te r in g  a reactionary meas­
ure. B u t ou r a ttitud e  to an es­
s e n tia lly  reactionary in s titu t io n  
m ust no t be determ ined by an 
occasional success in  defeating a 
reactionary  measure. Thè best 
th a t can be hoped fo r  in  the Sen­
ate is fo r  a few  progressives to 
prevent the enactment o f a piece 
of reactionary leg is la tion  now 
and then.

And th is  can be done on ly  by 
v ir tu e  o f the reactionary  rules 
o f the Senate enabling a m in o r­
i t y  o f Senators to  filibus te r a b i l l 
to its  death. In  the long ran 
dem ocratic forces cannot and 
should not depend upon reaction­
a ry  in s titu tio n s  and reactionary  
ru les of procedure.

W hen the Am erican workers be­
come more conscious p ò lit ic a lly  
and organize a na tiona l pa rty  of 
th e ir  own against a ll parties op­
en ly  fa vo rin g  the cap ita lis t sys­
tem, the reactionary  character of 
the Senate w i l l  become more ob­
vious. F o r then, fa r  m òre f re ­
quen tly  than a t present, progress­
ive leg is la tion  w i l l  be in troduced. 
N o t on ly  the Southern Senators 
bu t a ll the reactionaries W ill 
un ite  against such leg is la tion . The 
Senate w i l l  be, as was intended 
by the ch ie f fram ers o f the Con-, 
s titu tio n , the b u lw a rk  o f reaction.

I t  is  necessary tò support the 
s trugg le  to  abolish the reaction­
a ry  rules o f procedure govern ing 
the passing o f leg is la tion  in  the 
Senate. B ut, fa r  more im portan t, 
i t  is  necessary to  demand the 
to ta l ab o lition  o f the Senate in  
the in te rests o f tru e  democracy, 
w ith ou t, o f course, crea ting  the 
illu s io n  th a t the mere abo lition  
o f the Senate w i l l  solve the social 
and economic problems con fron t­
in g  the A m erican masses.

Next Week’s 
Classes

of the New York School of 
Social Science

Wed., Dec. 9, 8:15 P. M.

World Economy Is Ripe fdr 
Socialism

C. CHARLES, instructor

Kiri., Dec. 11, 8.15 P. M.

Perspectives o f the Indian 
■Revolution

JOHN G. WRI(?HT, Instructor

A t  116 U n iv e rs ity  Place— 2d F I.

N E W  Y O R K  B R A N C H  OF

C IV IL RIGHTS DEFENSE COMMITTEE
presents

"TRIAL BY ERROR"
A  V E R Y  L IG H T  O P E R E T TA  

on beha lf o f

The Minneapolis Defendants
Sentenced One Y e a r A go 

D A N C IN G  —  R E F R E S H M E N T S  
W E R D E R M A N N ’S H A L L , 160 T h ird  Avenue 

(near 16th S t.) 9:00 P. M .
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These columns are open to the opinions of the readers of TH E M IL IT A N T . Letters 
are welcome on any subject of interest to the workers, but keep them short and include your 
name and address. Indicate i f  you do not want your name printed. —  Editor.

False Propaganda 
On 40-Hour Week
E d ito r:

A l l  the hue and c ry  about the 
40-hour week being responsible 
fo r  a shortage ot w a r workers 
Is ju s t so much boss propaganda. 
The labor baiters in  CongreSB, 
and elsewhere, are try in g  to  give 
the people the im pression th a t 
the law  w o n 't le t workers spend 
more f than 40 hours on the Job. 
The tacts are, as m ost M ilita n t  
readers know, th a t the law  m erely 
says th a t overtim e sha ll be paid 
a fte r 40 hours —  the w orkers can 
labor as long as they w an t to.

Even the so-called G allup Poll 
has come ou t w ith  a survey th a t 
explodes the boss propaganda on 
th is  po in t. The po ll revealed th a t 
79% o t the w a r w orkers were 
w ill in g  to stay on the job more 
than 40 hours per week, bu t they 
wanted overtim e pay fo r it .

A nd w h a t’s w rong  w ith  tha t, I  
should lik e  to ask? The bosses 
are m aking  enormous pro fits  out 
o f th is  w a r and there ’s no reason 
w hy they can’t  pay overtim e to 
the men th a t re a lly  do the prod­
ucing.

L . R.
CHICAGO

cause perhaps th e ir  subscriptions 
had ru n  out, they were scraping 
together some money to send to 
you. They were pleased to find 
th a t we in tend to figh t to be able 
to send them  the papers.

M. J.,
P ittsbu rgh , Pa.

Sends Contribution, 
Wants Farm Articles
E d ito r:

I  received your le tte r te llin g  
the reason w hy the Nov. 7 and 
14 issues of T H E  M IL IT A N T  
were not received. We subscribers 
demand th a t those tw o issues be 
released. A lso we pro test the in ­
terference w ith  T H E  M IL IT A N T ’S 
m a ilin g  r ig h ts  in  the fu tu re  . . .

Enclosed you w il l  find  50c. in  
postage stamps w h ich  is a sm all 
con tribu tion  to help in  you r figh t. 
Also, as a farm er, I  would like  
i t  i f  you would c a rry  more a r­
tic les on the  subject of ag ricu l­
ture, fa rm  problem, the fa rm  
bloc, etc.

M. A.
L IM A , N. Y.

Glad We Intend 
To Fight It Out
E d ito r:

We have been v is it in g  the peo­
ple on ou r m a ilin g  l is t  to exp la in  
w hy they weren’t  rece iv ing  the 
paper. We had some ve ry  en­
couraging comments, especially 
from  ou r colored friends.

Each paper th a t is sent there 
is seen by m any people o ther than 
those we send i t  to. Being a fra id  
wo had stoppod sending i t  be-

Cost of Living 
Squeezes $16 Worker
E d ito r:

I  have ju s t been lis te n in g  to 
a bond-selling rad io  program  — 
th a t 10% campaign —  and ou t of 
cu rio s ity  I  worked ou t ju s t w ha t 
a person earn ing $16 a week 
(m in im um  wage in  m y w ork) 
would have le ft  ou t a f h is pay. 
W hew! I  th in k  th a t is a subject 
th a t should be covered by The 
M ilita n t.  I ’l l  bet few realize what 
i t  m ounts up to fo r  a low-paid 
w orker.

Besides tha t, ou r d o lla r is

s h rin k in g  a ll the tim e. We a ll 
know bu tte r is 55c. per pound. 
Ceilings were supposed to have 
been placed but we can’t  even 
see the ce iling . T h ings are going 
up and up and i t ’s hard enough 
to make ends meet on $16. B u t 
when you begin to take 10% oft 
th a t am ount —  then i t ’s rea lly  
tough. Then of course there are 
a ll the hidden taxes th a t cu t i t  
down even more.

I  know  th is  has been going on 
fo r  some tim e  and maybe I ’ve 
been slow in  com ing to, bu t i t  
sure is h it t in g  me between the 
eyes (and in  the pocket-book, now.

R. Q.
A llen tow n, Pa.

Imperialists and 
Their Arguments
E d ito r:

N a tiona lism  has played both 
progressive and reactionary  roles 
in  h is to ry ; im peria lism  on ly  re ­
actiona ry  ones.

The im peria lism s o f Germany 
and Ita ly , fo r  demagogic purposes 
and in  necessity o f ju s t ify in g  
themselves before a p ro le ta ria t 
more o r less advanced, use na .̂ 
tio n a lis tic  argum ents in  th e ir  apo­
logies. They present a cynical 
rehash of progressive nationalism .

F or the same reasons the United 
States and E ngland m ust use in ­
te rna tiona lism  as ani a rgum ent 
in  th e ir  propaganda; b u t the in ­
te rna tiona lism  o f these countries 
is as false and ro tten  as the na­
tiona lism  of Germany and Ita ly . 
I t  is  the d ifference between a 
fascism th a t masks its e lf  in  the 
un ifo rm s o f the past and a fas­
cism (as ye t on ly  in  its  em bryo­
nic stage) th a t m ust mask its e lf  in  
the dress of the fu tu re .

E G ID IO  M A T T IN A , 
Easton, Pa.

*
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JOIN US IN  FIGHTING FOR:
1. M ilita ry  tra in in g  o f w orkers, financed 

by the governm ent, b u t und e r c o n tro l 
o f the  trade un ions. Special o ffice rs ’ 
tra in in g  cam ps, financed by the  gov­
e rnm ent b u t co n tro lle d  by the  trade 
an ions, to  tra in  w orkers to  become 
o ffice rs .

2 . T rade u n io n  wages fo r  a ll w orkers 
d ra fte d  in to  the  arm y.

S. F u ll e qu a lity  fo r  Negroes in  the  arm ed 
fo rces and the  w ar in dustrie s— Down 
w ith  J im  C row ism  everywhere.

4 . C onfiscation o f a ll w ar p ro fits . E xp ro ­
p ria tio n  o f a ll w ar in d u s trie s  and th e ir 
ope ra tion  und e r w o rkers ’ c o n tro l.

5 . F o r a ris in g  scale o f wages to  m eet the 
ris in g  cost o f liv in g .

6 . W orke rs Defense Guards against v ig ­
ila n te  and fascist attacks.

7. A n  Independent Labo r P a rty  based on 
the  T rade U nions.

8 . A  W orke rs ’ and Farm ers’ G overn­
m ent.

9 . D efend the Soviet U n ion  Against im ­
p e ria lis t a ttack.

War Aims One Year 
After Pearl Harbor

A year has passed since Pearl Harbor. The 
casualty lists are becoming longer and longer. The 
people in this country have the right to ask, "W hat 
are we lighting for?”

Are they fighting to bring Darlan to power in 
France? Are they lighting to place the Ilabsburgs 
of Austria back to the throne? To many people 
it  appears so.

In the first world war the slogan was that the 
war was being fought to end Kaiserism; is the 
second world war being fought to place the Kaisers 
of Austria back on the throne from which they 
fled before the aroused masses of that country?

So its seems, judging by the attitude and state­
ments of the State and War Departments and of 
the President himself.

Archduke Otto of Habsburg is the pretender to 
the throne of Austria-Hungary. His father ruled 
over a prison house of peoples, a center of class 
and national oppressions of the vilest type. The 
Germany o f Kaiser Wilhelm was a model of 
liberalism compared to the Austro-Hungarian 
feudal-capitalist set up. Otto has tied his hopes for 
restoration with the Allied camp.

On Nov. 19, Secretary of W ar Stimson wrote to 
"O tto of Habsburg”  as head of the "m ilita ry  com­
mittee for the liberation of Austria," informing 
him that he had been "accepted by this Depart­
ment." Thus Otto is recognized as head of an 
Austrian Battalion of the American Army.

The very heading of the letter to Otto reeks 
of reaction. It is addressed to "Otto of Habsburg," 
using a form very similar to that which is used 
in addressing royalty. It appears from the letter 
that the war Department took the in itiative in the 
move; or at least went more than halfway to meet 
the vestige of a decayed monarchy.

The War Department consulted the State De­
partment before acting, so the feeble excuse of 
ignorance cannot be advanced.

As an added straw in the wind it can be pointed 
out that Otto’s mother, the former Empress Zita, 
enjoys "social advantages”  in Washington. These 
advantages went so far as being a guest at a week 
end at the President’s home in Hyde Park last 
summer.

According to many liberals, the relationship with 
Darlan is merely a mistake or a temporary wartime 
expedient to facilitate the m ilita ry  conquest of 
Northern’ Africa. This explanation has been sug­
gested by the president himself.

But in the relations with Habsburg even this 
pretext w ill not hold water. Habsburg is not even 
the feeble force that Darlan was. The news of the 
"progress” in the status of Otto w ill be met by the 
Austrian masses with hostile indifference i f  not 
active opposition.

As a matter of fact, both Darlan and Otto have 
absolutely no roots among any section o f the 
masses of either France or what was formerly 
Austria-Hungary.

They are hated and despised figures among the

people of the two countries. Neither o f them has 
ever made any pretense of being democrats. They 
both have been bred in a tradition of reaction and 
hatred of democracy and have acted according to 
this tradition.

In their relations w ith Otto, the State and War 
Departments have contemptuously disregarded the 
liberal and semi-radical Austrians even though 
these are pro-A lly and have a measure of support 
among the people of Austria.

What is behind this close relationship, this bow­
ing and scraping before impotent and isolated crass 
and bloody reactionaries? What is this war being 
fought for?

Washington officials may seek to suppress The 
M ilitan t for raising such questions. But suppres­
sions w ill not answer these question's, nor stop the 
masses from thinking about them and asking them.

What Happens To 
The Overtime Pay?

Last spring President Roosevelt asked the unions 
to voluntarily surrender premium pay for weekend 
and holiday pay on the ground that “ in wartime it 
puts a brake on production.”  In reply to the 
question of what would happen to the money which 
the workers give up, he promised on A p ril 8, in 
a letter to the Chicago emergency conference of 
the United Auto Workers, that:

" I t  is the intention of the government to rene­
gotiate contracts with the employers wherever 
necessary to insure that the savings from relin­
quishment of double or premium time go not to 
the employer but the nation."

Late.in the summer, Roosevelt decided to make 
the surrender of premium pay mandatory, and 
he issued an executive order on Sept. 9 decreeing 
its abolition. In this order he said that all gov­
ernment agencies and departments would ‘ ‘im­
mediately open negotiations to alter provisions in 
existing contracts”  so that the premium pay taken 
from the workers would not be kept by the em­
ployers.

Since that time there have been no reports by 
the government on the extent to which contracts 
have been negotiated. But last week the Stalinists 
spilled some of the beans.

In a statement printed in the Nov. 28 issue of 
L'E News, the Stalinist-dominated leadership of 
the United Electrical, Radio and Machine W ork­
ers categorically states:

"To  date, only an insignificant number of the 
many government contracts have in fact been 
renegotiated. . .’ ’

And the same UE leaders are quoted in a Nov. 
23 D aily  Worker as saying that “ This provision 
of the order has been substantially ignored, so that 
unless the companies agree to turn over the 
Thanksgiving Day savings to the government, 
these firms w ill pocket m illions of dollars to which 
they are not entitled.”

In an effort to save face before their own mem­
bers, the UE leaders organized a campaign to per­
suade the employers under contract with the UE 
to agree to give the Treasury the money involved 
in Thanksgiving overtime.

Two days after Thanksgiving the D aily  Worker 
reported the only results of this campaign thus 
far made public. In the metropolitan area, the 
story boasted, 11 plants employing 7,000 workers 
had complied with the UE request. A t the estimated 
figure of $4 per worker, this means $28,000 would 
go to the government. The difference between "m il­
lions”  and $28,000 remained in the bosses’ pockets.

The employers, government officials, labor 
leaders and Stalinists all argued that the payment 
of premium wages was impeding production. By 
pressure and threat and executive decree they took 
it away from the workers. Now the workers can 
see the real reason for their action, and its result.

Randolph's Statement
On the front page of this issue is an article which 

merits the closest attention or every worker: a 
report of the statement made last week by A. 
Philip Randolph, union leader and director o f the 
March-on-Washington Movement, on the occasion 
of the defeat of the anti-poll tax b ill in Congress.

The deal which saved the po ll-tax was made 
possible only through the collaboration of the 
Republican and Democratic Parties, Randolph 
points out. It showed “ that the New Deal, even 
under President Roosevelt’s leadership, is ab­
solutely bankrupt, so far as providing any 
fundamental answer to the problem of the Negro 
is concerned.”  And “ that the liberal senators 
failed and failed miserably in upholding the prin­
ciples of American liberalism.”

In many ways, then, Randolph’s was an’ ex­
cellent analysis of the lessons of the fight over 
the poll tax. But it was not an adequate analysis. 
It is true that he promised that the March-on- 
Washington Movement would intensify its ac­
tivities on behalf of the democratic rights o f the 
Negro and white workers.

But Randolph’s statement did not indicate the 
political step which should be taken by all who are 
aware of the real role of the New Deal, the old 
parties and the capitalist liberals.

It is not enough to condemn the enemies of the 
workers. It is also necessary to organize a fight 
against them and to try  to take political power 
out of their hands. The need of the workers today, 
white and Negro, and of all those who would 
defend and extend the democratic rights of the 
masses in wartime, is a nation-wide independent 
labor party based on the trade union movement.

V IC TO R Y  A N D  A F T E R , by E a r l B row der. In ­
te rna tion a l Publishers. N ew  Y o rk , 1942. 
$.50, 256 pages.

B row der’s book m arks a new low  po in t fo r  
the S ta lin is ts  in  th is  coun try . Supposedly w r itte n  
as a ‘ ‘system atic presen ta tion  o f the  p o in t o f 
v iew  o f the C om m unist P a r ty  o f the U n ited  
States,”  i t  essentia lly  apologizes fo r  the ve ry  
existence o f th a t p a r ty  and unde rw rites  every 
reac tiona ry  po licy  o f A m erican  cap ita lism .

A n y  w o rke r who opens the  book fo r  a p o lit ic a l 
answer to  his d a ily  problem s w i l l  be w a s ting  his 
•time. The book was w r itte n  fo r  the purpose o f 
a lle v ia tin g  a ll uneasiness about the  “ menace o f 
Com m unism ”  am ongst the  cap ita lis ts , and seeks 
by apologetic scrap ing and bow ing to  make a 
respectable place fo r  the C om m unist P a rty  in  the 
c a p ita lis t w o rld .

Chapter V  is en title d  “ Is  Communism a 
M enace?”  B row der exp la ins in  g re a t de ta il th a t 
i t  is not. I t  should be su rp ris in g  to  m any w o rk ­
ers, inc lud ing  members o f the  Com m unist P a rty  
to  find a lead ing “ C om m unist”  s c o ffin g  a t  the 
p o ss ib ility  o f communism. B u t the  exp lanation  is 
sim ple. B row der is no com m unist. Consider th is  
pa rag raph penned by  h im :

“ M r. Hoover th in ks  the  c a p ita lis t system is 
such a delicate organ ism  th a t i f  i t  has any com­
pe tition  w ith  a soc ia lis t system anywhere in  the 
w orld  i t  w i l l  s im p ly  c u r l up  and die o f a b e lly ­
ache, and, there fore , to  save cap ita lism , we m ust 
k i l l  o f f  socialism  by w a r w herever i t  m ig h t 
appear.

“ M r. Hoover’s ju dg m en t upon cap ita lism  is 
worse than an y th in g  which I ,  as a spokesman fo r  
the Com m unists, have ever u tte red  aga inst it .  
F o r I  f irm ly  believe th a t M r. Hoover’s theory  is 
a slander aga inst cap ita lism . I  believe th a t i t  is 
possible fo r  cap ita lism  to  continue in  the U n ited  
States even i f  the re  is  socialism  in  the  Soviet 
U n ion .”  (P p. 76-77.)

The the o ry  o f the p o ss ib ility  o f the  reconc ilia ­
t ion  o f the  in te rests  o f the  c a p ita lis t class and 
the w o rk in g  class is n o t the  exclusive p ro p e rty  
o f the W ill ia m  Greens and the  Social-Dem ocratic 
labo r fake rs . I t  is  be ing ta u g h t by  the  S ta lin is t 
labo r fake rs  as w e ll:

“ Secondly as a p rac tica l m a tte r, na tion a l u n ity  
in  the  U n ited  States is above a ll a problem  o f 
a d ju s ting  class in te res ts  w ith o u t the  severe 
s trugg les by w h ich  th is  has u su a lly  been accom­
plished.”  (B row de r’s ita lics , Pp. 83.)

The m ost s ig n ifica n t p a r t  o f the  book is the 
section in w h ich B row der advances the idea, th a t 
the  w orkers  m ust sacrifice, b u t the bosses should 
not be asked to  g ive up a n y th in g ! He speaks 
words th a t m any w o rkers  in  h is own p a r ty  w i l l  
su re ly  read w ith  d isgust.

Speaking o f “ eq ua lity  o f  sacrifice,”  he says:
“ A ny  a tte m p t to  in te rp re t l i te ra lly  the  phrase 

‘equa lity  o f sacrifice ’ would o f course, no t help 
prosecute the  w a r to  v ic to ry , b u t would hope­
lessly sabotage i t .  There  is  not, and cannot be, 
any l i te ra l equa lity  o f sacrifice as between w o rk ­
ers and cap ita lis ts  in  th is  w a r. The w o rkers  m ust 
make the m ain sacrifices, and they have enough

common sense to  know, and enough pa trio tism  
no t to  ob ject to  i t . ”  (P . 86.)

On the h igh  income allowances fo r  the bosses 
and executives:

“ The labor movement has no t protested th is  
generous allowance to  the  p riv ile ge d  classes, 
understand ing th a t even in  beseiged c iv iliz a tio n  
such persons tra in ed  to  lu x u ry  and idleness m ust 
be handled ge n tly  and in du lge n tly . Even the  Com­
m unists  have shown no d isposition  to  u rge  more 
d ras tic  re s tr ic tio n s  on the  upper classes.”  (P . 87.)

On the ru n n in g  o f the  w a r:
“ We m ust find  a w ay to  finance, organize, and 

f ig h t th is  w a r th rou gh  to  v ic to ry , a w ay which 
is acceptable to  the ow ning class ( in d u s tr ia lis ts , 
financiers, bondowners w ith  th e ir  m ost im p o rta n t 
h ired  m en). . . .”  (P . 87.)

On the cla im s o f the  bosses and business ex­
ecutives :

. .  The c la im s o f p ro pe rty  owners and coupon 
c lippers . . .  m ust be compromised w ith  generosity 
in  th e ir  favo r. . . .”  (P . 88.)

“ Business executives have been so com plete ly 
hab itua ted to  rece iv ing  incomes scaled up to  a 
ce rta in  e q ua lity  w ith  p ro pe rty  incomes o f the 
h ighest brackets th a t they w i l l  in e v ita b ly  be 
favored a t the  expense o f the  masses and o f the 
to ta l, w a r e ffo r t .  T h is  m ay be deplored fro m  ab­
s tra c t considerations, b u t i t  m ust no t be re ­
jected. . . .”  (P . 89.)

F o llo w in g  these ideas, the p o lit ic a l perspective 
o f the C. P. shapes up as fo llo w s :

“ To the exten t th a t they are prepared to  subor­
d ina te  th e ir  own special in te rests  and ideologies 
to  the needs o f v ic to ry  in  th is  w a r, T ories and 
Com m unists can severa lly  and jo in t ly  con tribu te  
to  na tiona l u n ity , toge the r w ith  a l l others.”  
(B row de r’s ita lics , P. 124.)

L im ita tio n s  o f space do no t p e rm it f u l l  ex­
am ina tion  o f B row der’s ideas. The above samples 
are d isplayed to  dem onstra te how l i t t le  com­
m unism  there  rem ains in  the  so-called Com­
m un is t P a rty . Those w orkers  who seek com ­
m unism today m ust seek elsewhere. B row der in 
h is book re fe rs  to  the T ro ts k y is t p a r ty  as a 
“ supe r-revo lu tiona ry  ghost.”  Perhaps th is  clue 
w i l l  show advanced w orkers  where to  seek.
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Why Is the Times Worried 
About Hitler’s Weakness?

------------------- B y A N T H O N Y  M A S S IN I ---------------------

M any readers o f the  Nov. 20 N . Y . T im es m us t 
have been puzzled by the  c ry p tic  pa rag raph  th a t  con­
cluded the  lead e d ito r ia l on “ The T est O f H i t le r ’s 
P ow er” :

“ W ha t the A fr ic a n  exped ition  prec ip ita tes, in  sho rt, 
is a tes t o f H i t le r ’s power over a l l o f E urope. There  
are signs o f un ce rta in ty  in  the German plans, delays 
and w averings th a t suggest th a t the  m aster s tra te g is t 
is  taken by surp rise  and is  im p ro v is in g  moves w ith  
counters he is no t sure of. T h is  is an o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  
(he A llie d  forces, B U T  IT  IS  A  P E R IL , TOO, FO R  
IT  SUGGESTS T H A T  T H E R E  M A Y  A L R E A D Y  B E  
G R E A T E R  W E A K N E S S  T H A N  W E  R E A L IZ E D  
U N D E R  T H E  F A C A D E  O F  N A Z I  PO W E R . The 
decsive b a ttle  m ay develop, in  fa c t, before we are 
ready to  f ig h t i t . ”

I t  is  n o t accidental when the T im es w rite s  in  such 
a ha lf-reve a ling , ha lf-vague  s ty le . T h a t is its  m ethod 
o f g e ttin g  ideas across to  the  class-conscious sup­
po rte rs  o f cap ita lism  w ith o u t ta k in g  the  respon­
s ib il i ty  fo r  advoca ting  op in ions w h ich  are n o t ve ry  
popu lar a t present w ith  the  m a jo r ity  o f the  people.

B u t despite th is  precaution, a ca re fu l read ing  o f 
th is  paragraph , and especially o f the  p a r t  cap ita lized , 
should convince everyone th a t the  ed ito rs  o f the  T im es 
(and the fa rs ig h te d  sections o f A m erican cap ita lism  
fo r  whom they speak) are genu ine ly concerned about 
the p o ss ib ility  th a t H itle r is m  m ay be weaker tha n  
is genera lly  suspected.

W hy  should the  T im es consider th a t p o s s ib ility  “ a 
p e ril,”  especially when da y -in  and day-ou t i t  keeps 
w a rn in g  its  readers th a t H it le r  is  by no means de fea t­
ed, even i f  A llie d  forces succeed in  d r iv in g  the  A x is  
troops o f f  the A fr ic a n  con tinent?

There can be on ly one reason. The T im es fea rs  th a t 
H it le r  m ay be crushed before the  A llie s  are ready 
to  come to  f ina l g rips  w ith  h im , th a t is, crushed by 
the revo lu tiona ry  action o f the  masses o f Europe and 
o r the Red A rm y . The T im es is w o rrie d  about th is  
p o ss ib ility— and w ants its  readers to  th in k  about i t —  
because i t  knows the de feat o f H it le r  under such con­
d itions  would mean the estab lishm ent o f w o rkers ’ 
governm ents th rou gh ou t Europe. T h a t would indeed 
be a p e ril to  a ll those lik e  the  T im es who are more 
a fra id  o f socialism  than they are o f  fasc ism !

Inventions and Fate of 
The ‘Joads’ After the War

-----------------------  B y C. C H A R LE S  ------------------------

F o r hundreds o f thousands o f  a g r ic u ltu ra l w orkers, 
the  question o f w h a t w i l l  happen a f te r  the  w a r  has 
been settled. I f  the  c a p ita lis t system  s t i l l  exists, they  
are go ing  to  be unemployed.

Such is the fa te  in  s to re  fo r  them  as a re s u lt o f the 
developm ent o f a m echanical co tton  p icker. A f te r  40 
years o f e ffo r t ,  com ple tion o f the m achinery was an­
nounced by the head o f the In te rn a tio n a l H a rves te r 
Company on Nov. 20.

So fa r  on ly  a dozen o r so machines have been made 
because o f shortages o f m a te ria ls . A s  soon as the 
w a r is over, o r  i f  the  governm ent releases the  neces­
sary  ra w  m a te ria l d u rin g  the w a r, the m achine w i l l  
be p u t in to  mass production.

Each m achine replaces between 50 to  80 co tton  
pickers.

The m achine w i l l  also mean the ru in  o f add itiona l 
hundreds o f thousands o f d ir t  fa rm ers , w ho w i l l  be 
forced in to  the ranks o f the  unemployed as were the 
Joads o f Oklahom a in  the  novel and m otion  p ic tu re , 
“ The Grapes o f W ra th .”

C otton p ick ing  is  backbreaking w o rk  and the in ­
ven tion  o f the m achine could mean the fre e in g  fro m  
th is  monotonous, dreary , ha rd  to i l  o f  hundreds o f 
thousands o f men, women and ch ild ren. H owever, w ith  
c a p ita lis t ownership o f the  means o f p roduction , th is  
new machine means the doom o f these w orkers.

I f  the w orkers  owned the means o f production  th is  
machine would be ha iled w ith  jo y , instead o f arousing 
the dread o f unem ploym ent. Instead o f m eaning even 
g re a te r p ro fits  fo r  the few  and hunger fo r  m any, as 
i t  does now, every such advance in  technique in  a 
soc ia lis t society would mean more food, c lo th ing , 
she lte r and education fo r  the masses.

Starvation in Puerto Rico 
And the New Food Program

—---------------------  B y H O W A R D  A L L E N ------------------------

P resident Roosevelt appointed G overnor H e rb e rt 
Lehman as D ire c to r o f F ore ign  R e lie f and R e ha b ilita ­
tio n  on Nov. 22. H is  new assignm ent, the  Governor 
said, “ would invo lve  g e ttin g  food, c lo th in g , medicine 
and o th e r assistance to  the  peoples o f occupied coun­
tr ie s  as soon as th e ir  nations were freed o f the  A x is  
yoke.”

The new d ire c to r said no th ing  about P uerto  Rico, 
where appa lling  conditions o f  s ta rva tio n , squalor and 
m isery ex is t. P uerto  Rico is no t under the  N a z i yoke; 
i t  is  an A m erican  colony.

The d ivers ion o f m erchant sh ipp ing  fro m  P uerto  
Rico w h ich v ir tu a lly  c u t o f f  the  is land fro m  tho 
m ain land has resu lted in  a d isastrous depletion o f 
food stocks and in  a com plete collapse o f the  U . S. 
dom inated economy o f P uerto  Rico.

On Sept. 1 40% o f the w orkers  were unemployed. 
Seven weeks la te r, the  num ber o f unem ployed rose 
fro m  160,000 to  225,000. B y  Nov. 12 325,000 were 
w ith o u t w o rk  and m ore than 165,000 fa m ilie s  w ith o u t 
any income a t a ll.

W h ile  the incomes o f the w o rkers  have been p lun g ­
in g  downwards, the cost o f l iv in g  has zoomed to  m ore 
than double p re -w a r levels. Rice, fo r  exam ple, w h ich  
sold fo r  4% c pe r pound in  J u ly , 1939, had risen  to  
10c per pound by October 1942.

W h ile  Puerto Rican in d u s tr ia l and a g r ic u ltu ra l 
w orkers starve, and R e lie f D ire c to r Lehm an prom ises 
aid to  Nazi-dom inated lands in  the  fu tu re , Congress 
debates a $5,000 in ves tig a tion  o f Roosevelt-appointed 
G overnor T u g w e ll’s P uerto  Rican a d m in is tra tion .

Can i t  be th a t “ the hu m an ita ria ns ”  in  W ash ing ton 
are less concerned about s ta rva tio n  in  P uerto  Rico 
than s ta rva tio n  in  lands now con tro lled  by H it le r  
because the conquest o f P uerto  Rico has a lready been 
completed?


