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WelcomeHome' 
Mass Meetings 
Planned For 12

| The C ivil Riihts Defense Committee this week announced 
Pans for mass meetings in New York, Chicago and Minneapolis 

welcome home the 12 remaining Minneapolis Labor Case 
Risoners following the termination of their 16 month sentences 
(• nth time o ff foF good behavior) at the end of this month. Six 
C* the 18 o rig in iily  imprisoned were released last October. 

Preparations an already under'¿> 
it 
ic

w •• for the great st CRDC mass 
r  ngs ever he d in order to 
ibi person he courageous

“id S inneapolis CIO 
k  ' -a<, ;rs who were
r£ under the in-
<5 £g”  Act because

k  to imperialist 
w ¿ llitant defense

ts.
inc IZ to be 'released during 

th< > last week -f January are 
Jaimes P. Cannot’ Grace Carlson, 
Jalke Cooper, Os jar Coover, Far- 
re l Dobbs, V iik n t R. Dunne, 
M iix  Celdman, I'b e rt Goldman, 
E n iil Hansen, 0«; TT"dson, Fe­
lix  Morrow a l.
Th e 11 men a n
Sa idstone Penit i-
ta. SC race Carls o-
mati prisoner, : Al-
der.jon, W. Va.

J'smes P. Can Sec­
re ta ry  of the * kers
Paifty, A lbert'; <ion-
ducjted the bril ,'ense
in  the Minneai irre ll
Hobbs, Labo> the
Socialist W$T d Fe­
lix  Morrow, 1 ourth
International. s the

to be
held at i rte Hotel Diplomat 
W. 43rd Street, or. ̂ Friday i 
ing, February 2.

Iii addition to'tJjJ released 
oneis, a number of outsta. «. g 
labor» and civil; liberties le aters 
w ill speak, including Osmirnd K. 
Fraenkcl, nottfj counsel fo r the 
American Civil Liberties Union, 
Henry Fruchter, National Edu­
cational Director of the CIO Uni­
ted Retail, Wholesale and De­
partment Store Employes, and 
George Novaek, National Secre­
ta ry  of the CRDC. .

A lbert Goldman w ill be the 
/lain speaker at the Chicago 

/nass meeting, to be held on Jan- 
oavy 24. The Minneapolis mass 

.meeting, scheduled fo r January 
V T  w ill greet Grace Carlson, Vin- 
cept Dunne, Max Geldman, Car- 
lci-. Hudson, Emil Hansen, Carl 
Skoglund, Oscar Coover and Jake 
th e  per.

Fi ller details on these meet-

ings w ill be released shortly by 
the CRDC and published in the 
next issue of The M ilitant.

By the time of th§ mass meet­
ing, the CRDC hopes to conclude 
its current $5,000 Fund Campaign 
to provide a $100 coming-out 
purse fo r each of the prisoners, 
and to continue its fig h t fo r re­
peal of the Smith “ Gag”  Act and 
fo r unconditional pardon of the 
18.

RECENT CONTRIBUTORS
Contributions fo r the fund were 

received last week from the fo l­
lowing labor organizations: East 
Bay Union of Machinists Local 
1304, CIO Steel Workers, Oak­
land, Calif.; CIO United Auto­
mobile Workers Local 212, De­
tro it; A F L  Meat Cutters Local 
627, New York C ity; A FL Inter­
national Machinists Lodge 682, 
Reading, Pa.; CIO Textile Work­
ers Local 326, M illv ille , N. J.

Also from A FL Ladies Gar­
ment Workers Locals 212, Chi­
cago, and 90, Elgin, 111.; Matzo 
Bakers Union Local 168, AFL, 
N. Y. C.; Retail. Wholesale and 
Chain Store- ,F >04 Employes -,Lp-. 
cal 338, CIO, N. Y. C.; Work­
men’s Benefit Fund Lodges 305, 
Racine, Wis., and 198, Jamaica, 
N. Y.

Accompanying these contribu­
tions are letters of sympathy and 
support fo r the labor prisoners 
and their families. Chicago Local 
329, United Grocery and Produce 
Employes Union, writes: “ En­
closed is a check fo r the 12 vic­
tims of injustice. Our Union w ill 
be happy to cooperate w ith your 
committee in Chicago toward 
smashing this vicious frame-up.”  
The URWEA Joint Council of 
Kansas City writes: “ Enclosed 
find check from the Greater Kan­
sas City Joint Council. We are 
glad to he able to do our bit.”  A 
Seneca, 111., contributor says: 
“ Here is my donation to help in 
any way fo r the gallant labor 
leaders who are persecuted and 
being held in prison.”

George II Appoints Bishop 
Damaskinos As His Regent
Churchill Orders Troops to Continue Firing 
On Greek Workers in Month-Old Civil W ar

By Joseph Hansen
Recognizing th e ir  com plete in a b ility  to  th ru s t 

the coun te r-revo lu tionary  G lucksburg dynasty down 
the throats o f  the Greek people, B r it is h  im pe ria lism  
is now a ttem pting  to  delude the masses in to  accept­
ing a regency. A fte r  ca lling  tw ice at 10 Dow ning 
Street in  response to C h u rc h ill’ s orders, the G reek 
puppet k in g , George I I ,  on December 30  proc la im ed 
A rchb ishop Damaskinos as his regent. The B r it is h  
hope w ith  th is  new puppet, gowned in  the b lack

5 robes o f  the Church rath-

Roosevelt’s “ Seizure”  Order 
Halts Spreading Ward Strikes

m m -B U S T IN G  CHARGED 
A G A iM T NAVY OFFICERS

The ant i-labor attitude of the brass hats is exemplified in 
a recently s-sued NLRB report which details the union-busting 
activities of U. S. Navy officers at the naval ordnance plant in 
MilledgeviH e, Ga. The plant is Navy-owned, but operated under 
lease by t l j i i  Reynolds aluminum company.

According to an NLRB exam-1®’ 
iner’s investigation and findings.
Capt. Russell G. Sturges, Naval 
commander at the plant, and his
assistant, L t. Corndr. Banks, col­
laborated with the company in 
attempting ¡to prevent the CIO 
United Steel, Workers from union­
izing the pliant and tried to force 
the workers into a company 
•liiion.

The USV-Cld) sent two organ- 
i »•’?’■« Into .dilledgcville last May 
At the recF'-’Est n i the workers. Im- 
’jnediatdly, ’ tie business men and 

a opened an anti-union 
jA licensing ordinance 

passed which requir- 
ganizers to pay a $5,- 

Fee and establish a 12 
r-i idence before securing 

. 1 license. Then one of the CIO 
■erganizerb was promptly arrested.

I-The next day the plant’s work­
ers were idled together and ad­
dressed L./ Lt. Comdr. Banks and 
the geni-r l manager Harry G. 
Snith. '3*|Tiks, stating that, he 
spoke fo r fie  commanding officer, 
declared tja t the Navy was in­
vested  only in production and 
th.it anyo? ce a CIO organizer, 
w’ n took rkers’ minds o ff
what loing was “ as
guilty is  the deserter
mdo : iemy.”  The

nS that the

,’ lty  offici; 
(campaign, 
vas basti 
d union 

f’OO yeari: 
tontlis
' UpiiilRI

company was working “shoulder 
to shoulder”  w ith the Navy, 
stated he could “ see no reason for 
a union in the plant.”

A short time later, w ith the 
aid of a business associate whose 
sister is assistant personnel di­
rector at the plant. Smith organ­
ized a company union called the 
Workers Welfare Association. 
Workers reported to have, joined 
the CIO were summoned fo r ques­
tioning before the Naval officers, 
who sought to intimidate the em­
ployes into joining the “ independ­
ent”  union.

FORM COMPANY UNION
A t the suggestion of Capt. 

Sturges, the management initiated 
its own plan for “ electing”  a 
grievance committee. “ Ballots” 
were distributed by supervisors, 
and the workers were required 
to designate grievance represent­
atives. The ballots, though cast 
secretly, had to be signed.

The NLRB examiner noted that 
the company union used in its 
literature “ some of the ideas ad­
vanced in the speeches”  of the 
Naval officers, “ and particularly 
in the appeals to patriotism and 
the claims that the CIO would 
distract the minds of employes 
and interfere with production.”

By A r t  Preis
President Roosevelt l a s t  

Thursday intervened to halt the 
Montgomery Ward strikes by 
ordering W a r Department 
"seizure”  of company proper­
ties in seven cities where the 
administration previously had 
failed to enforce long-standing 
WLB directives against Open 
Shopper No. 1, Sewell L. Avery.

The administration’s action, 
similar to the one which broke 
the Chicago Ward strike eight 
months ago, was taken after 
nearly three weeks of the bitter 
Detroit walkout, which spread to 
Chicago and Kansas City and in­
spired the threat of a CIO “ labor 
holiday”  in the Detroit citadel of 
the mighty auto workers union.

Roosevelt’s statement made it  
clear that his “ seizure”  was 
dictated by his desire to prevent 
the spread of such strikes to the 
war industries and by the need 
to bolster up his wage-freezing 
War Labor Board's authority, 
seriously undermined by Avery’s 
long and contemptuous defiance 
of WLB directives.

While admitting that Mont­
gomery Ward “ has waged a bitter 
fight against the bona fide unions 
of its employes throughout the 
war,”  and “ fo r more than a year” 
has successfully defied WLB 
directives affecting the “ seized”  
establishments, Roosevelt did not 
motivate his- “ seizure”  order on

the fact of Avery’s non-com­
pliance in itself, In fact, the ad­
ministration has tolerated this for 
over four years.

Roosevelt complains only be­
cause Avery’s anti-labor recalci­
trance has “ threatened”  the “ con­
fidence”  of tlie workers in the 
government’s “ structure fo r the

CIO Mass Meeting 
Backs Strike

By John Saunders
DETROIT, Dec. 24—The mag­

nificent Montgomery Ward strike, 
fought hero on tile picket lines 
in snow and bitter cold for over 
two weeks, has inspired the great­
est resurgence of labor militancy 
and solidarity in the CIO ranks, 
particularly the powerful auto 
workers, since the 110-strikc 
shackles were first placed on la­
bor after Pearl Harbor.

Climaxing a mounting movement 
for support of the Ward strikers 
over 2,000 CIO local union officers 
and stewards last Thursday night 
jammed the UAW-CIO Local 157 
Hall to cheer a call to hack the 
Ward strike to the lim it. They 
clamored thunderously for a “ la­
bor holiday” against the Roos­
evelt government’s kid-glove pol­
icy toward Open Shopper No. 1, 
Sewell L. Avery.

Not since American entry into 
(Continued on page 5)

impartial adjudication of dis­
putes”  and has led to the “ dis­
tinct threat”  of sympathetic 
walkouts of war industry work­
ers in support of the Ward 
strikers. Roosevelt released a 
letter from WLB Chairman Davis, 
who gave as his firs t and main 
reason fo r advising government 
seizure the fact that Avery’s 
“ p e r s i s t e n t  non-compliance” 
threatens the maintenance of the 
“ no-strike pledge in Detroit”  in 
the forthcoming UAW-CIO re­
ferendum.

EASY ON AVERY
I t  is already apparent that the 

latest Ward “ seizure”  w ill yield 
the Ward workers only the barest 
minimum of the WLB concessions 
originally granted. They w ill re­
ceive a raise from  39 cents an 
hour to 46 cents—which Avery 
himself had already agreed to 
pay as a result of the strike. But 
since Roosevelt’s order permits 
wage payments only out of cur­
rent revenue there is admittedly 
little  likelihood that the Detroit 
Ward workers w ill receive some 
$500,000 due them in retroactive 
wages. Nor is there any assurance 
that Roosevelt, as he did after 
breaking the Chicago W a r d  
strike, w ill not restore control of 
the seized properties to Avery 
without the signing of a union 
contract.

The ad m in is tra tion  is c a rry in g  
out the “ seizure”  order very  g in ­
ge rly , observing a ll lega l precau-

Tresea Meeting
More than 100 prominent in ­

dividuals are sponsoring a 
Carlo Tresca memorial meet­
ing at Webster Hall, 119 East 
11th Street, New York City, 
Thursday January 11. A  s trik ­
ing bronze head of Tresca, 
murdered anti-fascist fighter, 
w ill be offered as a g ift to the 
town of Sulmona, Tresca’s 
birthplace in Ita ly, by his 
widow, Mrs. Margaret De 
Silver Tresca. The same day 
Sulmona w ill hold a civic 
ceremony to rename one of the 
town’s principal streets in 
Tresca’s honor.

Memorial meetings w ill also 
be held January 11 in London, 
Mexico City. Havana and 
American cities from Boston 
to San Francisco where Tresca 
is remembered for his revolu­
tionary activities and leader­
ship in great strikes of past 
decades. A ll M ilitant readers 
are urged to attend the meet­
ings to pay homage to this 
lion-hearted fighter for labor’s 
rights.

tions and making no move which 
might infringe on Avery’s “ pro­
perty rights”  or further anta­
gonize the hig business open- 
shoppers. The boldness and ruth­
lessness which has characterized 
Roosevelt’s assaults on striking 
workers is completely lacking in 
his treatment of the union-bust­
ing plutocrat Avery.

There has been no spectacular 
removal of Avery from  his Chi­
cago offices, such as occurred

(Continued on page 5)

War Surpluses Racket Exposed
While the Roosevelt admin­

istration accelerates its anti-la­
bor drive with a lake clamor 
about munitions "shortages," 
the daily press has been virtua l­
ly  silent about the Senate’s 
Mead Committee report expos­
ing gigantic war profiteering 
and waste due to “ spendthrift 
buying”  by government war 
agencies.

This report, deliberately buried 
from public view, discloses that, 
many war procurement agencies 
have fed unnecessary contracts 
worth billions to corporations, 
which have secured vast profits

from products which have never 
been used. These have been dec­
lared “ surplus,”  to be resold at 
a fraction of their worth.

The Committee's report finds 
“ the m ilitary very loathe to 
declare surpluses”  and assails the 
policy of “ procuring for m ilitary 
use and then selling as surplus 
solely for the purpose of main­
taining the level of capacity of 
production facilities.”  Procure­
ment agencies have been order­
ing unnecessarily large quantities 
and “ ignoring expenses.”

Huge profits have been realized 
by prime contractors through big 
“mark-ups”  on items secured from 
secondary companies, which con­
tract through the large corpora­

tions rather than the government. 
The Sperry Corporation, the re­
port revealed, charged the gov­
ernment $14 to $18 fo r rectifier 
tubes bought for approximately 
$8. Automobile corporations man­
ufacturing mobile equipment add­
ed up to 32 percent on the price 
of replacement parts from which 
they merely removed a sub-con­
tractor’s label and then repack­
aged. Labor, materials and ware­
house space has gone to tile pile 
up surpluses for which there has 
been no anticipated need, but 
which provided handsome profits.

Behind the attempt, to sub­
merge the findings of the Mead

Committee is tlie scheme of the 
big business lobbyists and their 
congressional agents to further 
emasculate the renegotiations law, 
whereby the government has tried 
to recapture some of the monu­
mental super-profits made on war 
contracts. The present law ex­
pires June 30. I t  is already rid ­
dled with jokers. But. Wall Street 
plans to k il l i t  completely or 
make i t  altogether ineffective.

Big Business fears that the 
findings of the Mead Committee 
on the profiteering and waste en­
couraged by the methods of the 
war procurement agencies may 
arouse public demand fo r a 
stronger renegotiations law.

‘Militant’ Yearly 
Subscription Rate 
Cut From $2 to $1

Beginning January I. The 
Militant has reduced its sub­
scription rate from $2 to §1 per 
year. This is the first step to­
ward the fu lfillm ent of the Pro­
gram of Expansion adopted by 
the Socialist Workers Party at 
its Eleventh Convention held 
November 16-20.

We plan shortly to increase 
the size of The M ilitant from the 
present six page format to eight 
pages. This larger size w ill make 
i t  possible to include many new 
features' requested* ßy' our'readers, 
as well as to give more thorough 
coverage of the important devel­
opments in the world labor move­
ment.

One of the central points of 
the SWP Program of Expansion 
is to build up The M ilitant as a 
great national weekly, carrying 
the message of Trotskyism to 
ever-wider circles of workers. We 
have the perspective of securing 
50,000 regular readers through 
a series of subscription cam­
paigns during 1945.

The first of these campaigns, 
to secure 10,000 new readers, w ill 
be launched on March 1, with the 
participation of every branch 
from coast to coast. The remark­
able results achieved in our 1944 
subscription campaign, when a 
total of 7,614 new readers was 
secured, has given the comrades 
invaluable experience for the new 
task ahead. Now, w ith  a lower 
subscription price to facilitate 
the campaign, we are setting a 
higher goal, confident that we 

(Continued on page 5)

er than the erm ine o f 
m onarchy, to  establish a 
stable p ivo t fo r  a govern­
m ent tha t w ill m a in ta in  
B r ita in ’ s dom ina tion  and 
im p e ria lis t in terests in  
Greece.

The sh ift from king to regent 
changes nothing politically. Reg­
ency is a classic device of mon­
archy to save itself during times 
of stress. The regent takes over 
the functions of government until 
the mass struggle subsides or is 
smothered. Thereupon the regent 
retires and the king again steps 
lo the forefront, sometimes w ith  
the formality of a rigged plebis­
cite.

King George knows the pattern 
'Well. He ha'd'ttr fle£ for his life 
in 1923, yet managed to return 
in 1935 to set up the m ilita ry 
dictatorship of Metaxas a year 
later. The British put forward 
a regency in Greece in 1832 when 
they crushed the first Greek re­
public that was born in the dem­
ocratic revolution against the 
Turkish overlord. That regency 
was followed by a monarchy 
whose bru tality was not less than 
that of Metaxas.

CHURCHILL’S TRIP
Churchill flew- to Greece, not to 

set up a regency — that was al­
ready decided upon — but to at­
tempt to ease the pressure from 
British workers angered over 
the slaughter of their Greek 
brothers. Churchill’s critics in 
the House of Commons demanded 
a high-ranking minister be sent to 
Greece. The airplane trip  w-as 
calculated to demonstrate that 
the Prime Minister was leaving 
no stone unturned in his effort 
to end the embarrassing Greek 

(Continued on page 3)

Cut-Back Cay-Offs 
Provoke Walkouts

By Roy Weston
DETRO IT, Dec. 28— In the 

past three weeks, four major 
strikes have hit Detroit, the is­
sue in each case being seniority, 
a policy which is increasing in 
importance as cut-backs mount. 
In the last few days of Novem­
ber. the Graham Paige, Dodge 
and Briggs Mack Ave. plants 
were closed by walkouts which 
lasted for a period of 2 lo 5 
days. Although it took different 
forms in each case —  in the 
Dodge plant lhe case involved 
the transfer o f workers and in 
the Briggs plant the demotion 
of foremen—the seniority ques­
tion was at the bottom of each 
grievance.

The most recent and perhaps 
the one that illustrates the a tti­
tude of the bosses most clearly 
is the strike of the inspection 
workers at the Briggs Outer 
Drive plant on Tuesday, Dec. 12.

The Briggs Union, Local 212. 
UAW-CIO has a contract with the 
company, which states that work­
ers on one code (classilication) 
can "bump’’ workers on lower 
codes, providing they have 30 
days more seniority and are qual­
ified to do the particular job. The 
worker in question had 10 years 
seniority while the one he wished 
to hump had only one year. The 
Company, although they made it 
plain they preferred the individu-

al w ith one year seniority, for 
reasons of their own, agreed to 
give the older worker a ‘fa ir ’ tr ia l 
period. He was given one day in 
which to learn 5 different opera­
tions, -a physical impossibility. 
After this the job was given back 
to the newer worker.

NO-STRIKE PLEDGE
Tho inspectors walked out Tues­

day morning, and the plant held 
a meeting that evening. The Com­
pany phoned and agreed to nego­
tiate the ease the next morning 
providing the workers were hack 
on the job. The local union offi­
cers talked w ith  tho Briggs offi­
cials Wednesday morning, ex­
plained their grievance, and re­
ceived the usual “ no.” Some of 
the inspectors remained out the 
rest of the week and on Friday 
voted to return to work.

This incident is helping to 
drive home to the Briggs workers 
the need of rescinding the no­
strike pledge. As layoffs h it the 
workers, with greater unemploy­
ment to come, labor finds i t  in­
creasingly necessary to be able to 
back up its demands upon the 
bosses with its  most effective 
and tested weapon. W ith the 
coming referendum of the UAW 
on the 110-strikc pledge, the auto 
workers have their chance to 
restore to théir union the one 
weapon the bosses respect, be­
cause i t  hits them in  the pocket 
—where i t  hurts most.
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By Joseph K e lle r

Stalinist Finks in the Ward Strikes
During- the past three weeks 

through their press and union 
stooges, the Stalinists have been 
conducting their most virulent 
strikebreaking campaign to date. 
These rats have been busily 
tra iling  their slime across the 
magnificent strike struggle of the 
Montgomery W a r d  workers 
which has won staunch support 
in  the ranks of the labor move­
ment.

One of the most shameful acts 
of treachery perpetrated by the 
Stalinists was the stab in the 
back dealt the Detroit Ward 
Workers by the Stalinist officials 
of Local 65, CIO United Retail, 
Wholesale and Department Store 
Employes in New York. They 
belong to the very same interna-, 
tional union which has been d i­
recting the strikes in Detroit, 
Kansas City and Chicago.

The Stalinist stooges in this lo­
cal, headed by Local 65 President 
A rthur Osman, issued a public 
denunciation of the Ward strikes. 
In  their statement opposing the 
struggle of the Ward workers fo r 
a union contract and increases 
beyond their 39 cents an hour 
wages, these finks slanderously 
linked the Ward workers with 
the “ treasonous activities”  of 
Sewell L. Avery, the open-shop 
plutocrat who fo r four years has 
been successfully defying scores 
of WLB and other government 
agencies’ orders.

These deliberate strikebreak­
ing moves of the Stalinist stooges 
have of course been applauded by 
the Daily Worker. But these 
finks have become so brazen that 
they even boast of the praise of 
the bosses fo r their activities. In 
the December 24 issue of the Lo­
cal 65 paper, New Voices, right 
next to a double-banner, double- 
cross headline attacking the Ward 
strikers, was “ proudly”  displayed 
a letter declaring “ we are in 
complete accord w ith  the views 
set fo rth  by M r. Osman”  against 
the Ward workers. This state­
ment was signed by Sidney B. 
Felsenfeld, Executive Secretary 
of the Shoe Wholesalers Employ­
ers’ Association!

* * *
While the Stalinists have join­

ed w ith the open-shoppers against 
the Ward workers, almost every 
other section of the labor move­
ment, including the bulk of the 
URWDSE-CIO members through 
out the country, are giving tacit 
or open support to the strike. 
The infamous conduct of the Stal­
inists has aroused so much 
indignation that over 30 leading 
locals of the URWDSE-CIO 
have issued public statements 
condemning their strikebreaking
in the Ward situation.

* * *
Anger against the Stalinists 

has been simmering ever since 
the Chicago Ward strike last 
May when Harry Bridges, head" 
of the CIO Longshoremens and 
Warehousemens Union, ordered 
the members of his organization 
in the company’s St. Paul branch 
to handle “ hot goods”  from the 
struck Chicago mail-order head­
quarters. A t the start of the 
Ward strike in Detroit Bridges’ 
attorney, Douglas Hall, appeared 
before WLB hearings in Wash­
ington to boast that “ there is no 
strike at St. Paul”  despite Avery’s 
“ non-compliance with every di­
rective of the Board,”  including 
directives affecting the St. Paul 
members of the ILW U.

While Bridges and his hench 
men were pursuing their servile 
policies of surrender to the open- 
shoppers, the Roosevelt adminis­
tration was prodded by the m ili 
tancy of the Detroit Ward strike

into issuing another WLB “ last 
warning”  compliance order to 
Avery. This order also included 
Ward’s St. Paul establishment 
along w ith those in several other 
Cities.

Thereupon the Daily Worker 
had the gall to bray in a head­
line on Dec. 16: “ Bridges wins 
Order on Ward Without Strike.”  
To be sure, Bridges didn’t  call 
any strike; he did his damndest 
to break the strike that was go­
ing on in Detroit. But that didn’t  
prevent him and his pack of 
Stalinized scabs from  try ing  to 
steal a litt le  credit fo r themselves 
by cashing in on the very Detroit
strike he assailed.

* * *
The officers of Local 327, 

URWDSE, have filed formal 
charges against Harry Bridges’ 
ILW U lieutenants accusing them 
of direct collusion w ith the Ward 
management in an attempt to 
sabotage an -impending strike at 
the Baltimore Ward piant. These 
charges were filed w ith the na­
tional CIO last week. In a letter 
to Secretary-Treasurer James B. 
Carey, Maurice J. Niestadt, as­
sistant business manager of Lo­
cal 327, urged the CIO to take 
action against the strikebreaking 
Stalinist union officials.

Niestadt declared that on De­
cember 20 a committee of work­
ers from Ward’s retail store in 
Baltimore solicited the aid of Lo­
cal 327 in a strike planned fo r 
December 22. This committee 
also asked assistance in securing 
the backing of other CIO unions 
in the area.

The strike had to be postponed 
a day because of bad weather. On 
the originally scheduled day, an 
ILW U international represent­
ative, Jas. More, “ with manage­
ment assistance mace a personal 
survey throughout the entire 
plgnt questioning the workers on 
their attitude toward a strike.” 
Also, that same day, the company 
sent an individual letter to each 
employe with intim idating propa­
ganda against the projected 
strike.

“ This act of collusion on the 
part of the ILWtT and manage­
ment completely destroyed the 
morale and terrorized the people 
in the; retail store where our peo­
ple had been working,”  Niestadt 
stated. He also declared that the 
action of the ILW U officials who 
were carrying out Bridges’ 
strikebreaking policy, constituted 
interference with the internal af­
fairs of another CIO union.

Youngstown Branch Leads SWP Cam 
To Raise $18,000 Party Expansion Funi.

The Militant
may now be purchased at 

242 Broadway, San Diego, CaL

$18,000 P a r ty  E xpansion F u nd
A F itting  Welcome to Our 18 Class-War Prisoners

By Rose Karsner, Campaign D ire c to r
On New Year’s Eve 1943, the prison gates closed on 18 of our 

comrades. That was a sad day fo r a ll of us. We answered this 
attempt of the government to behead our party by a concrete action 
—the fu lfillm ent of the $15,000 Fifteenth Anniversary Fund in 
double-quick time.

New Year’s Eve 1944 was an occasion fo r jubilation in our ranks. 
I t  ushered in a new year of activity and reminded us that the remain­
ing 12 of our imprisoned comrades would soon be w ith us again. The 
best welcome fo r them would be another concrete action—the fu lf ill­
ment of our quotas in the $18,000 Party Expansion Fund in double- 
quick time.

Sixteen days to go, and all our imprisoned comrades w ill be back 
with us. The M ilitan t of January 18th w iil carry the last Scoreboard 
before they return. Let us show a high score in that issue. Let Us 
express in this way our solidarity w ith  them.

Rush in the funds! Wipe out a ll the zeros!

FROM  TH E  BRANCHES
Milwaukee, N. Burns: “ I believe that most of our comrades had 

Xmas expenses, but they are planning to contribute their share 
toward the Expansion Fund from the pay following Xmas. A t any 
rate, we plan to have more than our quota in by January 22d.”  That’s 
good news!

Seattle, Kelly: “ Our branch voted at its last meeting to raise 
its quota in the Fund campaign from  $1,000 to $1,500. Although no 
returns have been made from Seattle, you may rest assured'we w ill 
see_ to it  that we go over the top before March 1st.”  And when 
Seattle talks, i t  means business.

New York: “ You w ill be interested to know how our party in ­
spires the new workers who join us. We took in a member two weeks 
ago. A week later he pledged $100 to the Expansion Fund.”

Chicago: “ We are planning a showing of ‘Thunder Over Mexico’ 
and some films of Trotsky to supplement our collections on the Fund. 
We w ill surely complete our quota before March 1st w ith as high a 
percentage as possible before January 22d.”

Buffalo, Boston and Detroit send in their collections weekly and 
all say they hope to fu lf ill their quotas by January 22d.

MEMBERS-AT-LARGE AND FRIENDS
Rockville, member-at-large sends in $10 and says “ I w ill send 

some more.”
Dayton, member-at-large encloses a check to complete his quota 

and says “ I  expect to contribute further later. I f  none is ahead of 
me, I  should like to have the Gray cartoon which appeared in the 
M ilitant entitled ‘Live Factories—Dead Men: Dead Factories—Live 
Men’.”  Comrade Brown w ill get that drawing.

Friend, down South, in a letter dated December 22d says “ One 
month from tonight w ill be a very happy time fo r all of us. Please 
give my greetings to all of those I know. The enclosed $10 is fo r the 
$18,000 Party Expansion Fund.”

* * *
A check from San Diego arrived just as we were going to p 

and was therefore not recorded in this week’s Scoreboard. Thjat 
wipeB out one more zero. We hope the other three w ill disappear 'ip 
next week’s scoring.

A final note. Last week Wash­
ington correspondents, including 
members of the CIO American 
Newspaper Guild which backed 
the Ward strike, interviewed a 
committee of Stalinists and their 
fron t men from  the Stalinist- 
dominated Wayne County (De­
tro it) CIO Council. This commit­
tee had hot-footed to Washington 
to beg the government to halt the 
strike.

The committee boasted of 
“ emphasizing”  unyielding devo 
tion to the no-strike pledge. “ Do 
you regard the Ward strike as 
a breach of that pledge?”  a re­
porter asked. W. G. Grant, Ford 
UAW Local 600 president, rep 
lied, “ Yes.”

“ Did you notice,”  a reporter 
shot back, “ that the W LB made 
an exception when i t  did not or­
der the Ward strikers back to 
work?”  Grant was taken aback. 
“ Are you sure?”  Several report­
ers, who had covered the WLB 
hearings, replied, “ Absolutely.”  
Grant could only answer feebly, 
“ I  think I ’d check to make doubly 
sure.”

As the reporters were clearly 
intimating, the Stalinists display 
a new low in finkerv when thev 
attack a * strike WHICH NOT 
EVEN THE CORPORATION- 
DOMINATED WLB DARED TO 
CONDEMN OPENLY!

A reader in Detroit writes us 
about the enthusiastic reaction of 
the automobile workers to Theo­
dore Kovaleskv’s column, DIARY 
OF A STEEL WORKER: “ I
think I ought to mention that 
the most popular feature in The 
M ilitan t among the workers at 
Ford’s here in Detroit is the 
Steelworker’s Diary. Hardly a 
day passes that I  do not receive 
favorable comments on it. The 
workers eat i t  up.”

* * *
The following letter from a 

friend in Chicago expresses the 
sp irit in which many of our read­
ers are selling subscriptions to 
their friends: “ I ’d like, to make 
a resolution and a special e ffort 
to obtain subscribers to The M ili­
tant... Please send me subscrip­
tion blanks. I  intend to get as 
many subscriptions as possible in 
my spare time.”

A reader in Alhambra, Calif., 
sent this note w ith a tr ia l sub 
fo r his friend : “ Here is a two-bit 
subscription for The M ilitant 
from  a ‘Republican booster.’ He 
liked the pictures against Roos­
evelt and took them to the oil 
company where he works and 
pinned them on the bulletin 
board to razz the FDR ‘enthusi­

— — .

This Coupon and 25 Cents Entitles You to a 
6-Month Subscription to

t h e  M ILITANT
A  W E E K LY  NEW SPAPER

116 UNIVERSITY PLACE, NEW YORK 3, N. Y.

Published in  the interests of the Working People 
The only newspaper in this country that tells the tru th  

about labor's struggles fo r a better world

You may start my subscription to THE M IL ITA N T w ith your
INTRODUCTORY OFFER of 26 issues fo r 25c.
I  enclose 25c (coin or stamps).

Name ..........................................................................................................
(Please P rint)

S tre e t....................................................... .................... Apt. „ ..................

City ............................................................................. Z one ....................

State ............................................................ ................. ........................

asts.’ I  got him interested in 
other items which he agrees with 
and now he wants a tr ia l sub­
scription to the paper.”

Our agent in F lin t reports on 
subscriptions obtained by a friend 
there: “ Here are two six-month 
tr ia l subs, 'the result of putting 
the cards out to friends lately. I 
expect several more soon. Please 
send ten more cards.”

Our agent in Minneapolis also 
reports subscriptions sold by 
friend there: “ These twelve tr ia l 
subscriptions were obtained by a 
friend of ours. He sold them to 
some of his friends in his union.”  

Youngstown is concentrating on 
the sale of tr ia l subscriptions 
with excellent results. The latest 
report is as follows: “ Until the 
campaign starts officially on 
March 1, Youngstown is having 
at least one mobilization a week 
because events are so timely that 
we get a good reception. As a 
result of our last mobilization 
(1% hours) I  am sending 27 new 
25c. subs. Please send us 100 
more sub cards.”

San Francisco plans to concen 
trate on the sale of tria l subscrip 
tions fo r the time being. Our 
agents writes: “ San Francisco is 
going to do some concentrated 
sub-getting both in Oakland and 
thia city. I  believe the new rates 
w ill be of great value in helping 
us get subs. Also, the six-month 
tr ia l period w ill give the new 
reader ample opportunity to 
really get acquainted with our 
ideas, w In some cases, persons 
visited after three months were 
s till hesitant, but when kept on 
the lis t fo r a longer period, re 
newed promptly. In any case, I  
am sure that We shall go forward 
tremendously in securing new 
readers fo r the paper and we w ill 
be all ready to go on to the new 
campaign March 1.”

LOS ANGELES 
SOUTH SIDE

Bookshop
8026 SEVILLE AVENUE 

SOUTH GATE 
Carries a Full Line of 

Pioneer Publishers Works 
A ll Marxist Classics

COMRADE HARRY RANTER
LOS ANGELES. Dec. 29— The Los Angeles Branch 

of the Socialist Workers Party today held a memorial meet­
ing in honor of Comrade Marry Kanter, who died of a heart 
attack on December 23.

Comrade Kanter had been a revolutionary fighter in 
the Trotskyist movement since 1936. lie  was born in Eng­
land in 1895 of a working class family, and Was appren­
ticed to the m illinery trade. A t the age of seventeen he 
went to Australia, where while working at his trade he 
played a leading role in organizing the milliners’ union.

In 1921 Comrade Kanter came to the United States. 
Here he worked to organize his shopmates in the Los An­
geles area, serving as picket captain, a member of the steer­
ing committee, and later on the executive beard of his union. 
During the milliners’ strike of 1936, Comrade Kanter, who 
had long considered himself a socialist, met members of 
the Trotskyist movement and quickly took his place in the 
organized ranks of fighters for world socialism.

For three years he served on the Los Angeles Section 
Committee of the party and worked in the lew San Pedro 
Branch o f the Socialist Workers Party. In all o f his party 
activities, he displayed enthusiasm and devetion. His place 
in our ranks w ill be hard to f ill.

A t the memorial meeting held in his honor tonight, 
Comrade Myra Tanner, Section Organizer, paid the tribute 
of the Los Angeles membership to a sterling revolutionarv.*: 
fighter, pointing out that his life was richly spent in tj 
service of the working class. Comrade—Ffank 
speaking for the National Committee-'of t i r  
that by the death of Harry Kanter not only■*’ 
geles Local but the Party as a whole suffered

As a fitting practical tribute to Comrad 
Los Angeles branch recruited seven new wài 
to the Party in the week that H arry died,

• places in the struggle to which he had deviled so many 
of his years.

Railway Bosses 
Swindle Workers 
From Puerto Rico

Puerto Rican workers, brought 
to the United States by promises 
of 63 cents an hour fo r an eight- 
hour day (magnificent in compar­
ison to the miserable wages paid 
by American exploiters in Puerto 
Rico), are being fleeced of then- 
wages and forced to live under 
intolerable conditions, according 
to their complaint lodged with 
the Puerto Rico Commerce and 
Industry Association in New 
York.

A t least 3,000 workers are in­
volved, according to the N. Y. 
Times report of December 28. 
They have been receiving only 
$1.38 a day, the balance of the 
promised $5.04 being deducted 
fo r food and clothing, medical 
care, transportation, withholding 
tax, and a 25 percent allotment 
fo r their dependents at home.

The workers testified that they 
were compelled to live in box cars, 
received poor food and inadequate 
care, and that they resented be­
ing “ treated like coolies.”  Their 
request to be returned to then- 
homes has been brushed aside by 
an executive of the Baltimore & 
Ohio road, who said that the de­
ductions “ were in accordance with 
the contract,”  but made no com­
ment about working conditions.

Twin Cities Hold 
Sunday Forums

The Twin City Sunday Forum 
w ill be resumed Sunday, January 
7, at 10 South Fourth Street in 
Minneapolis when Chester John­
son w ill speak on “ Labor Looks 
at 1945.”  China w ill be the sub­
ject of the January 14 forum at 
which Warren Creel w ill be the 
speaker. W ith the “ news behind 
the headlines”  as its slogan, the 
forum w ill continue to interpret 
national and international events 
from  a M arxist point of view 
each Sunday during the winter 
and spring months.

Pioneer
Notes

A federal indictment was re­
cently handed down against of­
ficials of Carl L. Norden, Inc., 
manufacturers of the Norden 
bombsight, charging them with 
withholding information t h a t  
would have enabled a subcontrac­
tor, Remington Rand, \o  manu­
facture the essential bombsight. 
These monopolists were out to 
secure the maximum pro fit at all, 
costs, yet the men who flew the 
planes using the Norden bomb- 
sight were sworn to give up their 
lives rather than permit i t  to fa ll 
into the hands of the enemy.

This is only one recent exam­
ple of big business offenses. 
“ Wartime Crimes of Big Busi­
ness”  by George Breitman (5c) 
gives the facts and figures on 
many other important cases that 
have cost the lives of soldiers 
and sailors. There have been no 
heavy prison sentences fo r the 
major crimes committed by U. S. 
Steel, Anaconda Wire, Curtiss- 
Wright Corporation and many 
others that are recorded In this 
informative pamphlet.

Praise fo r the latest Pioneer 
pamphlet continues pouring in.

Our St. Paul agent writes: 
“ Please enter our order fo r 25 
copies of the pamphlet, ‘Amer­
ican Workers Need a Labor Par­
ty .’ I t ’s really a swell pamphlet 
—colorful and bright as can be— 
by fa r the liveliest pamphlet 
we’ve put out. I  know we’ll be 
ordering more—this is just a 
start until after January 23rd— 
a big day fo r the Twin Cities.”

San Diego is equally pleased: 
“ Needless to say, we were all 
very enthusiastic over t h i s  
pamphlet. As a matter of fact, 
i t  very nearly broke up the meet­
ing.”

-1 —

Trotskyist Yout11 ~ ip
Formed In New City

In its founding meeting, held , 1944 at ¡116
University Place, New York C ity, tl Youth Group
officially adopted a statement of pi. ing the grqup
to be "an organization of young work aits convinced
that the solution of their problems li ablishment, of
i  socialist society.”  Their aim was sta udy of ppn*
ciples of revolutionary socialism as exj .yrx. Fpjgels.
Lenin and Trotsky, and embodied in t f  ihe Social­
ist Workers fca'rTvW and the preparation - V 1’? w ork­
ing' class struggle for emancipa

Three basic rules of organiza­
tion were adopted at the meet­
ing. The firs t of these stated 
that any youth “ who agrees to 
participate in the activities of 
the Youth Group and to abide by 
its decisions”  is eligible fo r mem­
bership. Low dues were set, and 
the election procedure fo r the 
Executive Committee was estab­
lished.

The Trotskyist Youth Group 
began one year ago as a small dis­
cussion group meeting in the 
homes of its f irs t participants.
These early meetings ■ were at­
tended fo r the most part by 
young people who were just turn­
ing to socialism as the solution 
of their problems. Disillusioned 
with the w.ar, whose imperialist 
nature was becoming apparent 
to them with every day’s events, 
and convinced that capitalism 
could offer no solution to the 
problems of war, fascism and un­
employment, they began to study 
the principles of revolutionary 
socialism and to examine events 
from the Marxist point of view.

Isolated fo r many months by 
the reaction sweeping the schools, 
which reduced the political activ­
ity  and class-consciousness of the 
students to practical non-exist­
ence, the group at f irs t had a 
slow growth. But the increasing 
revulsion against the war and the 
realization of impending prob­
lems of unemployment which w ill 
face youth at the conclusion o f the 
imperialist conflict, brought more 
youth to the ranks of the discus­
sion group. A few months ago 
the group became too large fo r 
home discussions and meetings

arranged at the New York 
L 1 of Socfd Science. Today 
i  . go meetings consist of about 
40 ¡e.rsons, most i f  them of ,high- 
schioj age.

Toe! group organized classes on 
Marxian economic^ and the His­
tory o f the Russian Revolution. 
The most active -lpembers of the 
group, however, decided to inten­
sify their efforts to acquaint 
other youth w ith  the ideas of 
revolutionary socialism a n d  
Marxism by form ing a member­
ship organization. A fte r thorough 
discussion, the founding of an o r­
ganized Trotskyist Youth Group 
was decided upon.

Future plans of the organize.«, 
tion are being mapped out. Reg­
ular Socialist You'di Forums v.-ill 
be maintained, farther classes 
established, and work in ,( tta  
schools w ill be expanded and in­
tensified. Its members an con­
vinced that the group w ill <jrow 
and train leadership for the y outh 
who w ill turn more anff i nio;e to 
Trotskyism for th* solution 7"L 
their problems. Th< • believe 
is only the firs t Pf a number 6 f 
similar organizatioi ns which w ili 
be set up nationally, whenever the 
conditions are favoi 'able. Togeth­
er w ith those clubs i and side by 
side w ith the Socialist Workers 
Party, the revolutionary youtl 
w ill participate in the struggle, 
for socialism.

Buy "The vMilitant'"
IN  M ILW A IIK E E

at the newsstand or<< the north­
west corner of Wisconsin Ave.
on Third St.
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NEWARK
PROGRESSIVE W ORKERS SCHOOL

Announces a New Series of Lectures

W AR -TIM E PROBLEMS OF T H E  TR AD E JN IO KS

Jan. 12 - The W a ll St.-Governm ent D rive  Ag dnst tin : 
Unions

Jan. 19 - P o lit ica l Parties and the Trade Uniions 

Jan. 26 - A Program  fo r  the Trade Unions

Lecturer MARK BRADEN, Newark Labor Secfij ary 
SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY 

EVERY FRIDAY at 8:30 P. M. ADMISSION ¡FREE

F u ll D iscussion Reft mentis

Progressive W orkers  School 423  S ^Pilve.
m
*99
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ELAS Defeats 
British-Backed 
EDES Forces

By W ells T h u rb e r
One of the nnlamented casualties of the Greek civ il war is 

the EDES (Greek National Democratic Army) which up to the 
outbreak of hostilities still represented itself as a major faction 
of the resistance movement, contending for leadership of the 
Greek masses. The EDES constituted the armed body of the 
Greek royalists. I t  was opposed by the armed workers and 
peasants grouped around the ELAS (Greek Liberation Arm y) 
which is a m ilita ry extension of the Stalinist-dominated EAM 
(Greek Liberation Front).

A week after the British provoked the armed conflict, Gen­
eral Napoleon Zervas, leader of®' 
the EDES, reported that from
15.000 to 20,000 ELAS troops 
were invading his stronghold in 
Epirus. By December 22, ELAS 
had taken eight villages. A De­
cember 25 United Press dispatch 
reported EDES forces had been 
reduced from “ 12,000 to 4,000 or
6.000 men.’’ The UP added, 
“ Many EDES soldiers have des­
erted to the ELAS . . . and not 
all General Zervas’ losses have 
been casualties.’’

Direct evidence that Churchill 
deliberately fostered and armed 
the EDES from the beginning is 
d ifficult to obtain since such oper­
ations are carried out secretly 
and the British  m ilita ry rig idly 
censors reports of observers. The 
fu ll story of the British role in 
the conflict between EDES and 
other factions in Greece w ill prob­
ably not come to light until after 
the war. I f  the opinion of inform­
ed political writers, however, can 
be taken as an indication of the 
truth, only one conclusion is pos­
sible: — EDES was deliberately 
created by the British as an arm­
ed instrument designed to uphold 
the counter-revolutionary Glucks- 
burg dynasty.
CHURCHILL ARMED EDES
■ Newsweek, conservative capi­
talist weekly, reported January 
31, 1944, from Cairo: “ The United 
Nations missions are try ing to 
reconcile the two Greek factions 
with some hope of success. Mean­
while, Zervas’s forces are favored 
in  the matters of supply.’’ Church­
i l l  now implies the arms of ELAS 
were provided by the British. By 
remaining silent about British 
support of EDES, he thus gives 
a totally false impression.

The Nation, commenting in its 
' May 13 issue on the revolt of the 
Greek armed forces in Egypt, 
declared: “ Instead of supplying 
the EAM with arms to the same 
extent as before, the British gov­
ernment began to favor the much 
w e a k e r  National Democratic 
Army (EDES), thus laying the 
basis for real civil war in Greece. 
The EDES would never have 
dared  ̂ to attack the EAM had it  
not been encouraged by un­
mistakable signs of the royalist 
and British policy.”  Later, as we 
shall see, Churchill accused the 
EAM and ELAS of being the 
attackers.

Gaetano Salvemini, noted Ita l­
ian anti-fascist and professor of 
history at Harvard, wrote in  the 
September 1 British Tribune: “ I f  
the British Tories have to go on 
playing in Europe their game of 
the balance of power, the ’natives’ 
in  Europe must have no peace. A 
second India has become, neces­
sary in  Europe. Puppet kings 
surrounded by gangsters in  the 
uniforms of army chiefs have to 
do the job . , .

“ The pattern is everywhere the 
same: helping discredited and
powerless ‘legitim ist royalist’ 
groups to come to the fore, 
then with t h e  h e l p  of 
Stalinist agents forcing republi­
cans to come to terms with ’royal­
ist legitimists’ and at the right 
moment disarming guerrillas, 
leaving only ‘royalist legitimists’

w ith arms and putting them into 
power.”  The events in  Greece 
have confirmed the accuracy of 
Salvemini’s observations.
SULZBERGER REPORTS

The comments of Cyrus Sulz­
berger, passed by the Allied cen­
sorship in Rome December 16 
are particularly interesting. Sulz­
berger, nephew of the publisher 
of the N. Y. Times, holds the 
post of “ chief foreign correspon­
dent" of that mouthpiece of 'the  
House of Morgan.

A t first, declares Sulzberger, 
British generals backed the ELAS 
in order to create m ilita ry  d iffi­
culties for the German armies oc­
cupying Greece. But the “ For­
eign Office, worried about B rit­
ain’s favored position in Greece 
consistently backed the EDES... 
Open civil war flared out between 
them in September, 1943.

“ A fter a series of conferences 
between various officials and Mr. 
Eden and Mr. Churchill, British 
policy began to veer increasingly 
towards the EDES inside Greece 
and continued to work with the 
Government outside. Efforts to 
achieve . internal harmony in 
Greece crystallized at a con­
ference in Lebanon last spring 
when, officially speaking, all 
Greek groups agreed to function 
together under Premier George 
Papandreou, who had just arrived 
from Greece.

“ I t .  was already evident, how­
ever, that, should this accord 
break up, Brita in  would whole­
heartedly support Mr. Papan­
dreou, the regular Greek Army 
and the EDES and would equally 
strongly oppose what i t  fe lt were 
the EAM’s attempts to seize pow­
er in a dictatorial manner.”

The paternal interest of B r it­
ish imperialism in the EDES 
Was indirectly confirmed by 
Churchill himself In his speech 
before the House of Commons De­
cember 8. Churchill naturally 
did not report how he armed and 
fostered the EDES, but he did go 
so far in his speech • as to make 
clear in characteristic style where 
British imperialist interests lie: 
"During the years of Greek cap­
tiv ity  ELAS devoted more atten­
tion to beating up and destroying 
representatives of EDES, com­
manded by Colonel Zervas, a man 
of the left by our standards but 
less extreme than the EAM. . . 
As to ELAS they did not hesitate 
on occasions to help the Germans 
catch and k ill supporters of 
EDES.”  •;

The fact that thousands of 
former members of EDES have 
gone over to the ELAS indicates 
that fo r a time some Greek work­
ers and peasants did not realize 
the counter - revolutionary role 
played by Zervas. When the civil 
war broke out, however, and 
Zervas lined up on the side of 
British troops who are shooting 
down the Greeks, his role became 
as clear as that of the “ liberat­
ing”  Sherman tanks. The disinte­
gration of the Zervas forces 
proves that fa r from being a 
leader with a real popular follow­
ing, in actuality Zervas is nothing 
but a m ilita ry bandit on the pay­
roll of British imperialism.

HANDS OFF GREECE
Down with Churchill !

The peoples of Europe want a Soc­
ialist Revolution. Churchill prepares 
in advance to drown the revolutions in 
blood. First Italy,.then Belgium now 
Greece. As a man who tried to drown 
tiie Russian Revolution in blood, who 
used the Black and Tans in Ireland, 
Who mowed down unarmed, hungry, 
Indians, who played a leading role in 
breaking the General Strike—Churchill 
is an apt choice for the British ruling 
class. .

The Commnist and Socialist leaders 
in FLA.M. have the undoubted support 
of the mass of the Greek people. These
leaders agreed to capitulate to the

>P1
disarmament. But so great was the
British military authorities and accept

BRITISH TROOPS AR.E IN ACT­
ION AGAINST THE GREEK WORK­
ERS AND PEASANTS!

The Greek reactionaries aided -by 
General Seobie have fired on unarmed 
men, ‘women and children. Spitfires 
are mowing down the Greek people!
War is being waged against the Greek 
people by Churchill. Churchill and the 
rjufing class revile and slaughter those 
who only yesterday bore the brunt of 
the struggle against the Nazi occupa­
tion of Greece.

British workers conscripted to "fight 
Fascism" are being used to replace tho 
8.8. in murdering revolutionary work­
ers. They hate the job. Every British 
worker hates it.

The Labour movement alone can 
stop it. BUT WHEN THE ISSUE 
CAME UP IN  THE HOUSE OF COM­
MONS. WHAT A BETRAYAL .OF 
THE WORKERS BY THE LABOUR 
LEADERS! ' On a motion against the 
Government:
80 LABOUR M.P.'S WERE ABSENT.
23 LABOUR M.P.’S VOTED FOR 

CHURCHILL!
33 LABOUR M.P.'S ABSTAINED! \
ONLY 24 LABOUR M.P.'S VOTED 

AGAINST CHURCHILL!.
Workers! Force your leaders out of 

this cowardly position! Labour must 
mobilise tlv. working class against the 
ooiinter-rovolutionarv Government.

Having used the Partisans for its 
own ends, the British ruling clasB are <-- - 
demanding the disarmament of these I THE OBJECTIVES FOR 
forces. At the same time they have • GHURCTinX 18 USING BRITISH 
reinforced and lavished arms upon the i TROOPS AGAINST GREEKS.. _
Greek "Regular Army”  composed of The -Trotskyists have consistently 
Fascist thugs and murderers. Under I exposed this war tor what i t  is. I t  is 
the Papandreou clique 85 per cent of I becoming clear to every worker that 
the Greek army and- navy were im- .this is a reactionary war. The Labour

resentment of the masses 'that they are 
compelled to demand at least, ¿he dis­
armament of thè Fascists as well.

Without the backing of British bay­
onets, there would ‘ have been little  
bloodshed and the Papandreou dicta­
torship would have collapsed. British 
imperialism has intervened with tanks, 
machine guns", and planes against the 
popular democratic will of the people. 
THE MA8K 18 OFF

« IMPERIALIST WAR
The war is revealed blatantly as a 

gangster struggle for domination of 
Europe ahd the world by British and 
American imperialism against German 
imperialism. Not democracy and free­
dom, but economic, political and m ili7 
tary domination of -subject peoples in 
the struggle for markets, Taw mater­
ials. colonies, spheres of influence, 
land, sea and air bases. THESE ARE

prisoned in Cairo. The “ Security Bat 
tal'ions”  of Greeks, armed and equip­
ped by H itler to 'repress the Greek 
workers and peasants, are being re­
tained by the reactionaries as a police 
force.

CHURCHILL'S POLICY 18: DIS­
ARM THE WORKERS AND PEAS­
ANTS; ARM THE FASCI8T8 AND 
REACTIONARIES. *

Headers told us that they entered the 
Government in order to “ destroy fas­
cism- and dictatorship” , in order to 
“ liberate Europe” . Why do they stop 
in this Government now? A Govern­
ment, stained with, the blood of the 
Greek people. The stains are on their 
hands too.

And what of the* so-called “ Com­
munist”  Party now? What of their 
rosy pictures of a “ liberated”  Europe? 
They have deceived the workers that 
Churchill was fighting a “ just war for 
democracy.”  And even tod.iy, in face 
of these bloody events, the,! ommunist 
Party tries to find “ two Churchills” —- 
thd’good old Churchill and the bad new 
Churchill! THERE IS BUT ONE 
CHURCHILL — THE CHURCHILL 
OF FINANCE CAPITAL — ARCH­
ENEMY OF THE WORKING CLASS.

Thè anglo-Americao imperialists are 
preparing a cunning and ruthless'pol-. 
icy lor Europe. Already all food ship- • 
ments to Greece have been cancelled ! 
Thus they hope to starve the Greek | 
people into surrender. That is the 
purpose of U.N.N.R.A., to blackmail 
and starve the European peoples into 
submission to capitalist, governments. 
Those who accept, will receive meagre 
rations; those who resist will receive 
not bread but bullets! We must de­
feat the fiendish plane of tho British 
bankers and capitalists.

The Trade Union £nd Labour move­
ment, the Co-operatives must organise 
the sending of food to Greece and any 
other European country threatened by 
British imperialist blackmail with fam­
ine and starvation.

The British Labour movement must 
send food, not through the reactionary 
force U.N.N.R.A.. but under the con­
trol of the Tradé Unions without con­
ditions.

SOCIALIST AND COMMUNIST 
WORKERS! I t  is our lives and the 
fate of the workers of Europe and the 
world that is at stake. The battle 
that is being fought by the Greek 
masses is our battle! Your leaders say 
they want to fight for democracy—then 
demand that they come out against 
the anti-democratic Churchill Govern­
ment!

END THE COALITION WITH TRE 
TORIES.

Thé British workers must g a lv a n is e  
their organisations into action. Thov 
must fçrce their, leaders to break with 
the reactionary capitalist class. In all 
the localities, 'in the factories and 
Trade Union Branches, resolutions 
must be passed demanding action <m 
the part of their leaders. Councils of 
Action must be organised throughout 
the country as they were in 1917 and 
1920 in the “ Hands off Russia”  cam­
paign. ONLY THE DIRECT INTER­
VENTION OF THE BRITISH WORK­
ING CLASS CAN PREVENT CHUR­
CHILL AND THE CAPITALISTS 
FROM DESTROYING THE WORK­
ERS’ MOVEMENT IN GREECE.

END THE COALITION! W ITH­
DRAW- THE BRITISH TROOPS 
FROM GREECE!

EXTEND THE HAND OF SOLID­
ARITY TO THE GREEK WORKERS 
AND PEASANTS!

FOR THE IMMEDIATE DES­
PATCH OF ARMS AND FOOD TO 
THE GREEK WORKERS UNDER 
THE CONTROL OF THE TRADE 
UNION8! -

Published bv E. G rant, 256. H a rro w  B o rd . London. • W 2  
Printed by C. A. Ttrnck *  Co Ltd:. iT . tM  79. K.- jtfiem  Row W in
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Reproduction of a leaflet issued by the Revolutionary Communist Party, British section of the Fourth International, calling 
upon the workers to oppose British intervention in Greece, to force the Labor Party to break its treacherous coalition w ith the Tory 
government of Churchill, and to show their solidarity w ith the insurgent Greek masses. “ Only the direct intervention of the British 
working class can prevent Churchill and the capitalists from destroying the workers’ movement in Greece,”  the Trotskyist leaflet 
concludes. “ End the coalition! Withdraw the British troops from Greece!*For the immediate despatch of arms and food to the Greek 
workers, under the control of the trade unions!”

Allies Impose New Puppet On Greece; 
Order Continued Warfare On Workers

(Continued from page 1)

situation and to calm down the 
mounting domestic political crisis.

Churchill continues to • pursue 
the same principled line of avow­
ed reaction as before his fligh t to 
Greece. On December 27 during 
the negotiations fo r a regency 
with leaders of the ELAS (Greek 
Liberation A r m y )  Churchill 
brazenly declared that British 
armed intervention would not 
stop until the differences be­
tween the Greek Government 
and the ELAS had been settled 
“ either by free negotiation or by 
increasing the use of m ilitary 
force.”

Seobie, m ilita ry representative 
of the Allies, is continuing 
Churchill’s line without deviating

»Young ELAS fighters in Piraeus, seaport of Athens, during the firs t weeks of the British at­
tacks upon their forces, display the arms—small rifles and machine-guns—with which they heroic­
ally fought o ff British tanks, heavy artillery, and bombers.

the slightest from the position he 
held before the appointment of 
Damaskinos. On- December 31 he 
reiterated his ultimatum that 
ELAS must withdraw from A t­
tica, hand in  its arms, and dis­
band.

The new puppet, Damaskinos. 
who previously supported the 
Papandreou cabinet, is likewise 
continuing Churchill’s counter­
revolutionary policy. On Christ­
mas he issued a manifesto calling 
on the Greek workers and peas­
ants to “ fling  away your arms 
and tear up that funeral shroud 
of Greece that your bloody con­
flic t is weaving.”  His first offi­
cial declaration as regent Janu­
ary 1 was to “ call upon those 
hearing arms to agree to lay them 
down at once.”

General Plastiras, appointed 
Premier January 2, has denounc­
ed the ELAS since his arrival 
December 12 and called on them 
to lay down their arms.

Most decisive of all, of course, 
is the continued use of Allied 
arms against the Greek workers 
and peasants. For four weeks 
Seobie has been “ methodically 
clearing”  the Athens area, k illing  
and wounding thousands, taking 
thousand prisoner. Tanks, ar­
tille ry , bombs speak the language 
of British imperialism more im ­
periously than any of the procla­
mations of the royal and religious 
puppets.
STALINIST ROLE

The Stalinist role in this reg­
ency maneuver is as treacherous 
as' i t  has been from the’ beginning 
of the conflict. Stalin aims to 
gain control over the elemental 
upsurge of the masses to prevent 
the further development of their 
revolution and to utilize this con­
trol as a card in his secret deals 
w ith the imperialist bandits.

Since the civil war broke out, 
the Kremlin has not said a word 
against Churchill’s use of force 
and violence. Moscow did not even 
withdraw recognition of the 
Glucksburg dynasty as the o f­
ficial government of Greece. 
Churchill, Eden and Bevin have 
all declared that British troops 
entered Greece with the approval

of Moscow. Churchill emphasized 
this fact again on December 26 
during his Athens v is it: “ We 
British . . . came here with ap­
proval of President Roosevelt and our 
Marshal S ta lin ..

Inside Greece, the Stalinists 
have consistently blocked the 
movement of the masses toward 
socialism and supported the pup­
pet governments set up by ChuV- 
chill. Before the outbreak of the 
civil war—and even after—they 
welcomed British troops. They 
took posts in Papandreou’s cabi­
net and resigned only when the 
shooting began.

The Stalinists were the first 
to call for the regency. On the 
day the British provoked civil 
war, the Stalinist newspaper 
Itizipastis published an article by 
the Stalinist leader, Jean Zevgos, 
demanding the establishment of a 
regency. On December 15 PM 
published a dispatch from Greece 
declaring that “ Some members of 
the ELAS were said to be trying 
to persuade all parties to accept 
an interim government headed 
by Damaskinos.”

The Associated Press reported 
the same day that the leaders of 
EAM (Stalinist-dominated Na­
tional Liberation Front) in a pro­
posed truce sent to Seobie called 
for creation of a regency. The 
offer was withdrawn “ temporari­
ly to meet British insistence that 
i t  he signed by heads of the 
ELAS.”

A t the conference called in 
Athens December 28 by Churchill, 
the three delegates appearing in 
the name of ELAS were George 
Siantos, acting secretary of the 
Communist Party, Emmanuel 
Mandakis, reported to he a mem­
ber of the Communist Party, and 
D im itri Partsalides, a Commun­
ist Party member and secretary- 
general of the EAM. F irs t point 
in the proposal these delegates 
placed before the British as the 
basis for laying down the arms 
of the Greek workers and peas­
ants was establishment of a reg­
ency. A ll present at the confer­
ence agreed unmimously on this 
point.

On December 31 the Stalinist 
Partsalides declared that he

“ wished to express the Greek 
people’s feelings on behalf of the 
EAM for the efforts of Mr. 
Churchill, the Prime Minister of 

great ally, England, in 
coming to Athens.”

These facts prove irrefutably 
that the Stalinists functioning 
in the EAM and ELAS consider 
i t  hopeless to put over the 
Glucksburgs at the present time. 
They want to try  a regency. The 
regency changes nothing essen­
tia l while it  gives the Stalinists 
a new talking point. Time is 
gained by the counter-revolution, 
permitting the British to bring in 
more troops. W ith sufficient 
time, the Stalinists expect the 
armed people to dissipate their 
forces in the m ilita ry struggle.

With the exception of the areas 
in  Athens held by the British, all 
of Greece is now under the con­
trol of armed detachments of 
workers and peasants. The aims 
of these classes are absolutely 
clear. They want to rid  them­
selves of the reactionary preda­
tory Greek capitalists and land­
lords as well as the foreign im­
perialism that has inflicted upon 
them hunger, torture, misery and 
an unbearable political regime.

The government sought by the 
masses can only be a socialist 
government based on the ex­
propriation of the capitalists and 
the introduction of a planned 
economy. The alternative is , a 
puppet regime of counter-revolu­
tion resting on the bones of the 
Greek masses.
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An Open Letter 
To R. J. Thomas

(Reprinted from Dec. 7 issue of “ ¡Voice of Local 212,”  organ of 
Briggs Local 212, UAW-CIO, Detroit).

Dear Brother Thomas:
On November 28, the Detroit Times quotes you as follows:
“ Anyone who strikes today while our sons and brothers are 

shedding their blood on the battle fronts is a 100 percent scab. He 
is scabbing on his union because any strike today hurts the union; 
and he is also scabbing on his country because any interruption to 
production, no matter how slight, causes delay to our ultimate 
victory in the war.”

Coming close on the heels of your recent speech before a Iiiwanis 
club, where you glorified free enterprise in a manner worthy of an 
official of the National Manufacturers Association, your unqualified 
condemnation of war workers as “ scabs”  makes many of us in the 
UAW wonder whose side you are on.

You say that “ any interruption of production, no matter how 
slight, causes delay to our ultimate victory in the war.”  This means 
that i f  ten workers engage in a three-hour stoppage, (no matter 
how instigated by management), they would be gu ilty  of the most 
vicious kind of scabbing, according to you. Are you aware that in 
the past two months the Briggs Manufacturing Company laid o ff no 
less than 5000 workers ? Among those laid off, especially among the 
women, there are hundreds who are s till out of work because they 
can’t  find jobs in industry. And i f  you think such sweeping layoffs 
fiave taken place only at Briggs, you should inquire at Packard, 
Fords, General Motors and other plants in this area. How about the 
tens of thousands of man-hours lost to war production because of 
these layoffs, Brother Thomas?

Why is i t  that you are so silent about this? Why is i t  that you 
go out of your way to lash at strikers, but make no demonstrative 
protest whatever over these mass layoffs? Why is i t  that you do 
not take management and government to task for the complete lack 
of any plans which would preclude wholesale layoffs?

Grievances o f the A u to  W orkers
Do you know what these layoffs entail, Brother Thomas? They 

hurt not only those directly affected, but also scores of others who 
are transferred, shifted to inferior jobs, demoted to lower-paying 
codes. Are you aware that in the hectic confusion attending these 
layoffs, supervision has not been above try ing  to discriminate against 
women and Negroes? Moreover; Brother Thomas, stewards w ith 
enough guts and militancy to protest against such discriminatory 
practices are at times picked o ff and fired. Such goadings on the 
part of supervision have been at the bottom of most wartime walk­
outs. I f  by any chance you th ink this has been true only in Briggs, 
ask the workers in other auto plants, ranging in size all the way 
from Bower Roller Bearing Company to Ford and GM.

Maybe you don’t  know about these things, Brother Thomas. 
Maybe you are too busy hobnobbing w ith government brass hats 
and members of business men’s clubs to keep in touch w ith what’s 
taking place-in the shops. I t  is only natural that when one spends 
most of his time in the company of government bureaucrats and 
industrial executives, one sooner or later begins to see things from 
their point of view.

Certainly industrial executives must have read your blast against 
strikers with great satisfaction and encouragement. I f  they were in 
the habit of putting the heat on workers, before, they w ill have 
every inducement to do so to an even greater extent now, especially 
since your statement clearly implies that workers w-ho strike, 
REGARDLESS OF THE PROVOfcATION ON THE PART OF THE 
COMPANY, w ill be regarded as scabs by their ranking International 
officials.

Workers don’t  relish being classed as scabs, Brother Thomas. 
In  their language a scab is the most despicable specimen o f’humanity 
—a tra ito r to the working class. Workers do not violate union.,policy 
by walking o ff the job fo r the fun of it. They do so because the 
company takes advantage of our no-strike pledge to thumb its col­
lective nose at our bargaining proceedure, to speed-up production, 
discriminate against certain workers, stall endlessly on honest 
grievances, and fire our most m ilitant stewards on the slightest 
pretext.

As long as the no-strike pledge lasts the companies w ill con­
tinue to do those things, because labor w ill be deprived of its only 
effective weapon. Your uncompromising support of the no-strike 
pledge can mean only one th ing: You desire that labor shall con­
tinue to be deprived of its most potent weapon. Presumably your 
blast against strikers as “ scabs”  was timed to affect the results 
of the forthcoming referendum on the no-strike pledge.

I f  the auto workers arc to continue being denied the rig h t to 
strike, and i f  the highest officer of our nation continues to castigate 
workers fo r stoppages, while glossing over the company provocations 
which inspire the stoppages, then, Brother Thomas, we w ill actually 
be bound over to the tender mercies of our employers.

Surely this is not what you want. . .  Or is it?

PERLEY P. McMANUS

SWP Convention Articles 
Featured In December F.I.

The December issue of Fourth International, now on sale, 
features the Eleventh Convention of the American Trotskyists, 
held in New York November 16-20. An appraisal of this con­
vention by the editors of the 
made by the Socialist Workers 
its leaders one year ago.

“ The convention was,”  the 
Fourth International declares, 
“ . . . expressive of a double test 
the party has undergone: the 
testing of the party’s temper un­
der conditions of capitalist per­
secution; the testing of the party 
cadres, their ability to carry fo r­
ward the work of the party in 
the absence of the imprisoned 
leadership and to supply the nec­
essary ideological and organiza­
tional guidance to the vanguard 
movement fo r the Socialist liber­
ation of mankind.”

The resolution adopted by the 
convention by a vote of 51 to 5 on 
“ The European Revolution and 
Tasks of the Revolutionary Par­
ty ,”  is printed in fu ll in this is­
sue. W ith Marxist clarity and 
precision the resolution analyzes 
the counter-revolutionary roles 
of Anglo-American imperialism 
and of the Stalinist bureaucracy 
in the events now unfolding on 
the European continent, where 
the revolutionary aspirations of 
the masses are surging up in one 
war-torn nation after another.

Two important discussion a rti­
cles on the political problems 
dealt w ith  in the resolution are 
also published in the magazine.

magazine surveys the progress 
3arty since the imprisonment of

One is a criticism of the resolu­
tion adopted by the 1943 National 
Committee Plenum of the Social­
ist Workers Party. This criticism 
was written by Felix Morrow 
shortly before his impris'onme.nt. 
Its viewpoint was rejected by the 
convention.

The second article is a reply 
to Comrade Morrow’s criticism 
by Comrade E. R. Frank in a 
speech delivered fo r the National 
Committee of the Party to the 
New York membership during the 
preconvention discussion.

In the “ Review of the Month”  
the editors discuss the results of 
the 1944 Presidential elections. 
They point out that, contrary to 
a superficial impression, Roose­
velt’s reelection for a fourth 
term really marks a further stage 
in the breakdown of the capitalist 
two-party system in America. 
They analyze the many factors 
which indicate the growing desire 
of the advanced workers fo r an 
independent labor party.

Single copies of Fourth In ter­
national may be obtained fo r 20 
cents, yearly subscription $2, by 
w riting  to the Business Manager, 
116 University Place, N. Y. 3, 
N. Y.
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One Year A fter The 18 Entered Prison
By Paul A bbo tt

One year ago on December 31, 1943, 18 leaders of the So­
cialist Workers Party and officers of the Minneapolis Truck- 
drivers Local 544-C10, defendants in the famous Minneapolis 
Labor Tria l, were put behind prison bars. Roosevelt imprisoned 
these labor leaders as part of his preparations for imperialist 
war.

The Administration’s main ob- 9------------------------------------------------

T ro tsky is t Leaders Just B efo re  Im prisonm en t

jective in this prosecution was to liberties struggle since Wilson’s 
eliminate the only serious political administration sent the Socialist 
opposition to Wall Street’s war iea<jer Eugene V. Debs to Atlanta 
by removing the leaders of the ,n.iRon during the F irs t World 
Socialist Workers Party from Vv'ar.
public activity. The agent of j Union after union passed re 
plutocracy in the White House • solutions protesting the im- 
sought to prevent the American ' p risonment „ f  the 18 and demand- 
people from hearing the Trotsky- ¡ng their release. Labor journals 
ist program of socialism as the gave the case wide publicity, 
alternative to capitalist depres­
sions and wars.

“ The new 
clear to us,”

12,000 people signed a petition to 
the President, demanding the un­

situation is very! conditional pardon of the prison- 
declared James P.l ers. To date the Minneapolis

Cannon, National Secretary of. Labor Case has received the sup- 
the SWP and one of the prisonersJ port of more than 400 trade 
in his farewell address on De- union, Negro and fraternal or- 
cember 26, “ and 1 think our ganizations representing more 
understanding is accurate. As the than four million workers.
United States began to gear all The magnificent solidarity of
its machinery fo r entry into the 
new imperialist war, it  became 
necessary again to fool the peo­
ple. Here, as throughout the

labor in defense of the Min­
neapolis prisoners is one of the 
brightest spots in a year other­
wise marked by retreat before

world, a tremendous, world-wide the onslaught of the bosses and 
mechanism of deception, falsifica-, the government. This solidarity 
tion and misrepresentation was demonstrates that the ranks of
turned loose on the people. . . Our 
party alone did not betray, did 
not sell out. We Trotskyists told 
the truth. That is the reason, and 
the only reason, we are on our 
way to prison.”

Roosevelt hoped to terrorize 
the Trotskyist movement by his 
persecution of its leaders. % He 
failed completely. “ A movement 
that is built upon ideas is a power

labor recognize the threat to civil 
liberties in the infamous Smith 
“ Gag”  Act, applied fo r the first 
time in the Minneapolis case.

DENIED PARDON
Like Tobin and the Stalinists, 

th e  Roosevelt administration 
demonstrated its venom over 
labor’s support fo r the M in­
neapolis prisoners. In August

15 of the 18 Minneapolis Labor Case prisoners, photographed last Dec. 31 at the entrance of Hennepin County Jail, where they 
spent 3 days before final imprisonment in federal penitentiaries. The 14 men were incarcerated in Sandstone; Grace Carlson was 
sent to the federal prison for women at Alderson, W. Va.

that is hard to destroy,”  declared thue Petition fo r pardon of
Cannon. “ Indeed, i t  cannot be 
destroyed. You remember the 
tragic time three years ago last 
August, when Trotsky fell victim 
to the assassin. Many people 
speculated, that now with the 
great genius-leader dead, the 
movement he had created would 
be scattered to the four winds 
and soon disappear. We knew i t  
was not so, because the ideas 
Trotsky le ft behind were a 
mighty cement to keep the ranks 
together. The party didn’t  fa ll 
into disintegration. Far from it, 
the party continued to live and to 
grow. That w ill be the case now 
too. We go to prison confident 
that we are leaving behind us 
capable men and women who are 
qualified to take our places in the 
leadership of the party.”

TROTSKYISTS GAIN
The year’s events have borne 

out Cannon’s predictions. The 
Socialist Workers Party has 
grown stronger. I t  gained valu­
able recruits. Its press has leaped 
in circulation. The most success­
fu l contention in the history of 
the American Trotskyist move­
ment held last .November cul­
minated the year’s activity of the 
party and set new ambitious 
goals fo r 1945.

These gains were made against 
the most bitter efforts of the 
Roosevelt administration and its 
labor lieutenants to whip up 
hatred fo r the Trotskyists in the 
labor movement. The Stalinists 
also combined with Daniel J. 
Tobin, head of the AFL Teamsters 
International, in an unprecedented 
slander campaign against these 
working class leaders, railroaded 
to prison. Their attempt to smear 
the 18 as “ fascist agents”  re-

the 18, backed by labor organiza­
tions throughout the country, was 
presented to Roosevelt, his 
agents in the Department of 
Justice turned it  down fla tly .

The Supreme Court too threw 
its weight into the struggle. 
Packed with Roosevelt appoin^ 
tees, i t  refused three times last 
December to review the convic­
tions although they were the first 
under a new law whose violation 
of the B ill of Rights has been 
widely recognized. Then to demon­
strate its opposite attitude to­
ward reaction, the Supreme Court 
reversed the conviction by lower- 
courts of Hartzel and Baum­
gartner, avowed H itlerite propa­
gandists.

The Department of Justice 
likewise showed where i t  stood. 
Attorney General Biddle hustled 
the Minneapolis labor prisoners 
through the courts ijn five weeks. 
He dragged out the Washington 
tr ia l of the native fascists fo r 
eight months, and now they are 
free- following declaration of a 
mistrial.

LABOR’S FIGHT
Six of the 18 Minneapolis labor 

prisoners were released last 
October. The remaining 12 w ill 
be out this month. But the fight 
must continue fo r their pardon 
and the restoration of their civil 
rights. The Minneapolis case is a 
dangerous precedent that can be 
used against other m ilitant trade 
unionists or working class leaders 
in the future. The fight to wipe 
the Smith “ Gag”  Act from the 
statute books, initiated and or­
ganized by the Civil Rights 
Defense Committee, is labor's

Roosevelt Uses Executive Power 
To Regiment The Labor Movement
in

By C. Thomas
From ils very inception, the scheme to draft labor for wprk 

private industry was designed to prevent the Workers from 
defending their standard of living. 1 he outbreak of war, the 
drafting of millions of young workers into the armed forces; 
the boom in war production created a “ tigh t”  labor market. The 
natural d rift of labor is to industries paying higher wages and 
providing better working conditions. Competition between em­
ployers in a tight labor market would inevitably mean higher 
wages and a more equitable distribution of the national income.

During “ normal”  periods, the employers depend upon a 
large reservoir of unemployed workers to keep wages down. 
During periods of war, the army of unemployed is absorbed in 
the m ilitary forces and expanded war production. The employ­
ing class then utilizes political &

is a gradual lowering of labor’s 
standard of living.

But the workers do not “ vol­
untarily”  submit to the imposi­
tion of a lower standard of liv ­
ing. As prices and profits contin­
ue to rise, real wages fa ll. De­

flected their alarm over the fact fight. For its own safety, labor, mands for wage increases be-

means —  its control over gov­
ernment— to prevent competi­
tion between individual em­
ployers which would increase 
wages and thus reduce the..rate, 
and mass of profit appropriated 
by the owners of industry.

T h e  capitalist government, 
functioning as the executive arm 
of the employing class, seeks to 
establish a monopoly over hours, 
wages and conditions of employ­
ment. The government aims to 
eliminate “ competition”  between 
individual employers in the in­
terests of the employing class as 
a whole. Thus workers are frozen 
to their jobs at frozen wages 
while the cost of liv ing rises and 
profits soar. The employers’ share

evelt’s wage-freeze and the no­
strike policy of their own leader­
ship, the workers try  to solve 
their problem by shifting to in­
dustries working longer hourè, 
paying higher wages and provid­
ing better working conditions. To

lopment of the job-freeze under 
th e  Roosevelt administration 
shows how the government has 
been using its powers of compul­
sion on an ever-extended scale to 
chain workers to their jobs by 
executive decree.

Workers were firs t frozen to 
their jobs only in certain indus­
tries. In September 1942, a decree 
was issued freezing workers in 
the lumber and non-ferrous, in­
dustries under penalty of d ra ft­
ing those who le ft their jobs 
without permission. The decree 
was then extended to cover cer­
tain geographical areas. The in­
dustrial c ity of Detroit was the 
first area in which 700,000 work­
ers were frozen to their jobs. La­
ter St. Paul and Minneapolis 
(175,000 workers) were included. 
When, in A p ril 1943, the decree

prevent the workers from taking j was applied to 27,000,000 indus-
advantage of “ competitive”  wage 
rates in different industries, d if­
ferent geographical localities, 
etc., the government issues dec­
rees imposing penalties on 
workers fo r leaving their jobs 
for other employment without 
“ permission.”
JOB-FREEZE PENALTIES

Thus the job-freezing schemes 
of the Roosevelt administration 
aim to establish government con-

of the national income rises at t rol over the movement of labor, 
the expense of labor. The result over wages, hours and working

that the Minneapolis case had be­
come the most celebrated civil

is duty bound to carry this fight come more persistent. Finding 
through to the end. I themselves stymied by Roos

conditions. These schemes are 
enforced by compulsion upon 
workers fo r violating Roosevelt’s 
job-freezing executive orders. 
These penalties fa ll into several 
categories. Workers are punished 
by being deprived of employ­
ment, by imprisonment, or by be­
ing' drafted into the armed 
forces. An analysis of the deve-

tr ia l, agricultural and govern­
ment workers, considered “ essen­
tia l”  to the “ war e ffo rt,”  i t  be­
came national in scope.

The job-freeze was enforced 
through the War Manpower Com­
mission and the Selective Service 
system. For those fa lling  within 
the dra ft age the penalty of being 
inducted proved an effective in ­
strument of compulsion. For 
women, men beyond the draft 
age, 4F’s, etc., the compulsion 
was economic. Employers in “ es­
sential" industries were given the 
righ t to penalize quitting work­
ers by refusing to grant them 
certificates of availability without 
which they were debarred from 
taking other employment fo r six­
ty  days.

LABOR CONSCRIPTION
Finding these penalties “ in­

adequate” to regiment the entire 
working population the forced la­
bor advocates began whooping it  
up for labor conscription. The 
first National Service Act was 
drawn up by Grenville Clark, 
Wall Street lawyer and behind- 
the-scenes manipulator o f the pol­
itical agents of Big Business. 
Clark’s labor d ra ft plan was em­
bodied in legislation submitted by 
Senator Austin in 1943. I t  provid­
ed for conscripting all adult males 
between the ages of 18-65 and 
women between 18-50 fo r work 
in private industry. The penalty 
for violators was imprisonment. 
In this way those workers who 
could not be coerced by the threat 
of being drafted would be sub­
ject to the threat of imprison 
ment. The b ill died in the 1943 
Congress and was not revived un­
t il Roosevelt came out fo r labor 
conscription legislation in his 
message to Congress in January 
1944.

Senator Austin, co-author of 
the Austin-Wadsworth National 
Service Act, reintroduced his 
forced labor b ill immediately fol- 
l o w i n g  Roosevelt’s message. 
Spokesmen fo r the Roosevelt ad­
ministration-spearheaded by the 
brass-hats began a nation-wide 
agitation fo r labor conscription. 
But the slave labor bill was so 
raw that the labor bureaucrats 
were compelled to speak out 
against it. The only section of 
the labor movement that endorsed

Scene at Christmas party given in Minneapolis on December 22 for the children of the Minneapolis Labor Case Prisoners. 23 
youngsters enjoyed an afternoon of games, entertainment, and refreshments—with g ifts presented by Santa Clarence Hamel, one of 
the Minneapolis prisoners released in October. The party was sponsored by the Twin Cities branch of the Workers Defense League.

NO TICE
The National Educational 

Department of the Socialist 
Workers Party is anxious to 
secure the following literature 
in English, German, French or 
Russian:

Theses of the first 3 con­
gresses of the Communist In ­
ternational.

A ll copies of the magazine 
“ The Communist International” 
of 1922 in which articles by 
Zinoviev appear.

Zinoviev’s writings on the 
Italian Socialist Party, Jan- 

' uary-July Inprccorr.
■ I f  you can give, loan or sell 

these to the National Office, 
please write to:

Charles Carsten 
National Educational 
Director, SWP 
116 University Place, 
New York 3, N. Y.

attacks to attain their objective. 
A ll sorts of schemes were ad­
vanced to fix penalties on 4F’s 
and men over d ra ft age who “ le ft 
their jobs without permission.” 
These schemes found a sympa­
thetic ear in Roosevelt. Failing 
to accomplish his plan by legis­
lation, Roosevelt used his tre ­
mendous war p o w e r  s to 
strengthen the job-freeze shack­
les by executive decree and put 
.over his program piece-meal.
ROOSEVELT’S DECREES 

Thus Roosevelt issued a decree 
which went into effect July 1, 
1944 placing all male workers 
over the age of 17 under the con­
tro l of the Government’s United 
States Employment Service. Un­
der the Roosevelt-McNutt “ prior­
ity-re ferra l”  plan workers would 
be compelled to take jobs in in­
dustries and areas designated by 
the USES. Those who refused, 
said McNutt, would be “ deprived 
of unemployment compensation 
benefits,”  and wouldn’t  be able 
to get a job without a certificate 
from the USES.

Again, in December 1944, fo l­
lowing a frenzied campaign 
around fake “ ammunition”  and 
“ manpower shortage,”  Roosevelt 
issued another decree instructing 
Selective Service to induct all 
those within d ra ft age who le ft 
their jobs without permission , of 
their draft boards. Spokesmen 
fo r the administration have an­
nounced they are now planning to 
bring the 4F’s and older men 
w ithin Roosevelt’s recent “ work 
or fight”  decree.

As the resistance of the work­
ers to the wage and job-freeze 
mounts, Roosevelt resorts more 
and more to methods of compul­
sion to hold the wage-freezing 
line. Rule by executive decree 
is substituted for legislative ac­
tion in dealing blows against the 
labor movement. The wage 
freeze was imposed by executive 
decree. The job-freeze likewise. 
Roosevelt is consistently moving 
in the direction of regimenting 
and enslaving the working people 
through the use of his executive 
powers. And this conscious agent 
of capitalist reaction is touted as 

it  were the Stalinists. • Despite! ,hc foremost “ friend of labor”  by
powerful support from the capi 
ta lis t press, radio, manufacturers’ 
associations, etc., the pressure of 
the people was strong enough to 
stem the reactionary drive fo r 
forced labor legislation.
Blocked in their legislative drive 

the forced labor advocated have 
since executed a series of flank

the treacherous labor lackeys who 
boast they reelected him to of­
fice
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By V. Grey

Some Bethlehem steelworkers, not well versed in political 
economy, have wondered from time to time, “ How come Eugene 
Grace is entitled to a take of $523,000 per annum?”  The answer is 
just simple arithmetic.

Say you get 2500 dollars a year fo r working—when you work. 
Then i f  you worked twice as hard, or twice as long—16 hours a day— 
you’d get twice the money, or 5000 dollars. A litt le  more, counting 
the time-and-a-half. I f  you are twice as skilled, on the other hand, 
if te r  spending five or six years in an Engineering college, you m ight 
make the $5000 a year on the basis of just an eight hour day, like 
the engineers do. That’s fa ir  enough.

But Eugene Grace gets a salary of 523,000 dollars a year. I t  
could be that he works 209 times as hard as you, because tha t’s how 
many times $2500 goes into $523,000.

Of course, you might object that you cat Wheaties in  the morn­
ing, too, and you can’t  understand how anyone coulcf have 209 times 
the energy you do.

Well i t ’s possible, then, that he works 209 times as long. That’s 
1672 hours a day. And you can make the same amount of money 
yourself i f  you’re not too lazy to put in the time.

But that doesn’t  quite make sense. So i f  he doesn’t  work 209 
times as hard, and he doesn’t  work 209 times as long, maybe he 
works 209 times as skilled. He must be 209 times as educated. Where 
an engineer went to school twice as long as you, Grace must have 
gone 209 times as long, or about 1672 years.

However, he couldn’t  have started attending college in the th ird  
century A.D. because they didn’t  have any colleges then.

EUGENE GRACE MUST BE A  GENIUS
How is i t  then, that he knows 209 times as much? Is his brain 

209 times as big? No. There’s really only one answer. I t ’s genius. 
He must have been born with it. He must be inspired with some 
knowledge far beyond our power to understand. He never learned 
i t  the ordinary way.

But that’s the way genius works, you see. A poet, fo r instance, 
just sits down w ith a rose in fron t of him, or maybe a glass of 
whiskey—and before you can stand a quarter up on its edge, he 
dashes o ff a whole poem, beautiful as anything.

Eugene Grace is like that poet. You can’t  compare a man like 
Mr. Grace w ith ordinary men. (You can’t  compare $523,000 w ith  
an ordinary income either).

Of course some ordinary people can’t  understand what i t  is that 
a genius like Mr. Grace actually does—what his work really is. But 
that doesn’t  mean anything. People never do understand genius 
anyway.

I bet you thought this shop ran pretty much by itself what with 
a couple of hundred of us working men and women, a couple of 
maintenance men, machinists and a foreman we see as litt le  as 
possible. But i f  you’d read the company bulletin board as carefully 
as you should, you’d see a letter from  Mr. Grace himself every year 
or so telling you how hard we all worked (including him).

You might have thought that what w ith us people to make the 
coke, make the iron, make the steel and steel products, what w ith  
salesmen to sell it, what w ith  the government to buy i t  and whole 
armies begging fo r i t  so they could blow i t  to pieces righ t away, 
you m ight have thought Mr. Grace wouldn’t  have much to do. That’s 
where you’d be wrong.

No, he doesn’t  fool around with: the production end ofste.elmak- 
ing. He doesn’t waste his valuable time w ith  tlje business end of i t  
either. But every month, rain or shine, come hell or high water, he 
has to preside over a board of director’s meeting, where he tells 
them how to divide up the th irty-e ight m illion dollars in profits that 
they skim o ff every year.

And i f  you don’t  th ink THAT’S 209 times as much as you could 
do i f  you were in his place, then you must be,a Trotskyist or 
something.

10 Years Ago 
In The M ilitant

JANUARY 5, 1935
SACRAMENTO—A t the start of the infamous Criminal Syndicalism 

tr ia l of 18 m ilitan t leaders of the Agricultural and Cannery 
Workers Association came new evidence of the frame-up nature 
of the case. The California Growers’ Association initiated 
proposals that D istrict Attorney McAlister be hired as special 
prosecutor. McAlister, defeated in the November elections in 
which he campaigned on a red-baiting platform, was to leave 
office Jan. 5.

“ The truth  is,”  said The M ilitant, “ that the Sacramento 
cases are being pushed not so much by local conservative 
politicians as by the growers of the Sacramento, San Joaquin 
and Imperial Valleys, and the banks of Frisco, who are against 
unions everywhere and always.”  Describing the selection of 
the jury, The M ilitant continued, “ Workers have been disqualified 
and most of the jurors selected so fa r live in the fashionable 
part of town.”

NEW YORK—In the first of a series of articles on incipient fascist 
movements in the United States, The M ilitant discussed the 
demagogic “ Share the Wealth”  formula of Senator Huey 
(Kingfish) Long of Louisiana, who on September 1, 1934 had 
been able to claim a following of nearly a million and a half. 
Under the banner of a “ reform ist”  program to curb monopolies, 
Long tightened his grip on the apparatus of the Louisiana gov­
ernment and spread out feelers in other states. Political 
maneuverings and Tammany-style corruption helped swell his 
ranks.

WASHINGTON—Rejecting the 5-5-3 ratio of ships (5 fo r the U.S., 
5 for Britain, 3 fo r Japan) by which the United States main­
tained supremacy in the Pacific, Japan demanded “ disarmament”  
—the scrapping of “ offensive”  ships, and the establishment of 
equal tonnage for all three nations. In reply, Washington an­
nounced a Pacific “ maneuver”  of the Navy. “ A  new armament 
race has begun,”  warned The M ilitant. “ Another step toward war 
has been taken. Let the workers of the world be on guard fo r 
their own interests.”

SAAR BASIN—The Saar Basin, w ith a predominantly working-class 
population of 900,000, prepared to- cast its vote in the coming., 
plebiscite, to determine whether i t  would remain under French 
control or return to Germany» In Germany, a defeated working 
class lay prostrate under H itle r’s iron heel; in France, the 
working class was following the same false policies and leader­
ship of the Stalinists and Social-Democrats, which had led the 
German labor movement to disaster.

ROME—“ The Pope announced,”  said an editorial in The M ilitant, 
“ that the Roman Catholic Church would observe ‘strict 
neutra lity’ in the Saar. . . The other day, however, a ll tjie 
leading bishops in the Saar read statements from  th^ir 
pulpits . . . urging their congregations to vote fo r returning tOi 
Germany.”
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The •<LABOB WITH A WHITE 9RIN CAN­
NOT EMANCIPATE ITSELF WHERE 
LABOR WITH A BLACK SKIN IS 
BRANDED" — KARL MARX.

Negro Struggle
Bv Charles Jackson^

Afhens and Geòrgia
The Greek masses have been j be forewarned of the methods 

engaged in a bloody war against that w ill be adopted by the ruling
British imperialism. The Negro 
people in America are engaged in 
a social struggle fo r fu ll citizen­
ship and complete equality. Far 
removed tactically and geogra­
phically as are these two strug­
gles from each other, yet the^ 
have a political interconnection 
that deserves close scrutiny.

We have all seen how the brave 
Greeks under the ELAS have 
carried on their civil war in such 
a resolute fashion. Invaded by 
the Italian Fascists and then by 
the Nazis, oppressed, famished, 
enslaved and diseased, still they 
a re  struggling courageously 
against the attempts of Churchill 
Under the guise of “ liberation”  to 
enforce upon them a government

class in dealing w ith all those who 
oppose its vile interests.

Even a “ le ftis t”  Greek govern 
ment—let alone a real revolu­
tionary workers state—threatens 
the interests of British imperial­
ism and is consequently attacked. 
In the same way, complete racial 
equality which would lead to 
closer working-class solidarity is 
contrary to the interests of 
American Big Business. The 
forces which strive fo r such 
equality, mainly the Negro 
masses, w ill also i f  i t  becomes 
necessary, be ruthlessly attacked.

In view of these recent events, 
on what sort of reasoning do 
some of the Negro leaders base 
their contention that this war w ill

composed of the same exploiting! advance the Negro’s cause? Isn’t
traitors who helped oppress their 
own countrymen at the time when 
the .Nazis were overruning the 
country.

In  this most recent war be­
tween the British m ilita ry arm 
and the Greek people it  is well 
fo r us to remember that the

i t  obvious to them that the m ili­
tary might of Britain is directed 
by white men? Don’t  they realize 
that these valiant Greek forces 
of liberation were composed of 
white workers? I f  the reac­
tionary stench given o ff by decay­
ing capitalism w ill include white 

„  , , .. . ~ , i men giving orders to shoot down
P_UPP.et! l  White womeft and children, then 

what can we expect to be the fate 
of the blacks and browns ?

Let us not fa il to learn from 
these tragic events. The Greek 
people who have fought o ff the 
Fascists, the Nazis, and now the 
British imperialists w ill soon 
realize that their only hope lies 
in the overthrow of the capitalist

CIO Meeting Backs Ward Strikes
(Continued from page 1) &

have mercilessly fired on and 
murdered men, women and chil­
dren. They have used machine 
guns, tanks, planes and heavy 
a rtille ry against the “ liberated” 
Greeks—the same instruments of 
death that are ostensibly so 
badly needed on the German 
front.

The American government has 
tried to give the impression that 
i t  is. blameless for this British 
policy in Greece. Like Pontius 
Pilate, i t  has tried to wash its 
hands of the whole affa ir. Each 
and every gangster, however, in 
a murder mob, is equally guilty 
of the crimes committed by his

system itself.
In America we have seen 

Negroes denied fu ll citizenship, 
oppressed and lynched. We have 
also seen white workers and farm ­
ers condemned to lives of poverty, 
prejudice and ignorance. Let the 
people themselves, be they here 
or in strife-torn Europe, get

cohorts. Let us not forget that .together as the working class and 
many of the weapons that were( remove the system of exploita- 
used against the Greek workers: tion and inequality which is the 
had been manufactured here for caUse 0f  ail this domestic and 
the profit of American capitalists, foreign oppression. Only with 

What bearing do these facts I socialism w ill either of these 
have on the Negro struggle? | s t r  u g g 1 e s for liberation be 
Simply this. We should thereby, brought to a victorious end.

tonepr Porotnophs

LENIN AND TROTSKY -  LEADERS 
OF THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION

When an idea is in the a ir of an I lar g ift or concern fo r form, 
epoch, that is to say, when the what he had to say and nothing
general conditions fo r its b irth  
and growth are present, men be­
gin to have a presentiment of it, 
and i t  is frequently conceived by 
several men at the same time... 
Marx and Engels arrived at the 
same conclusion as to the founda­
tions of modern society, and, in 
twenty-five years of admirable 
intellectual collaboration, founded 
scientific socialism. The Russian 
Revolution was to realize in ac­
tion — but action nourished by 
solid thought — a collaboration 
just as remarkable: that of Lenin 
and Trotsky.

Expelled from France in 1916 
by an order signed by Malvy 
(Jules Guesde was in the cab­
inet), as a result of a provoca­
tion; then deported from Spain 
as an undesirable element, Trot­
sky went to New York where he 
stayed fo r a short time, engaged 
in revolutionary activity; and 
then to Canada whence he plan­
ned to set sail fo r Russia. In ­
terned in a concentration camp 
with his Wife and children, he fin­
ally Was set free, thanks to the 
intervention of the Pctrograd So­
viet. He arrived in the capital 
on May 5, 1917, and his first 
speech, delivered as soon as he 
got o ff the boat, demanded the 
seizure of power.

His personality, as an orator, 
journalist, and organizer, some­
times seemed to overshadow that 
of Lenin, which at first glance 
appeared Less striking. Lenin 
was good-natured, unassuming, 
ordinary in appearance; an out­
sider would schrcely have noticed 
him; he spoke with extreme sim 
plicity, and i t  was not so much

more. Never in his life  did he 
make the slightest concession to 
the demon of literature.

Trotsky, on the other hand, 
would nowhere have passed unno­
ticed, w ith his shock of hair, the 
erect carriage of his head, the 
intensity of his blue-gray eyes. 
He had about him something 
authoritative and compelling. On 
the platform, his voice had a met­
allic ring, and each sentence was 
like a sharp thrust. He was to 
become the orator par eXcellehCe 
of the revolution. His written 
style is consummately skillfu l. 
But the main thing was that the 
hour which had struck was the 
hour he had awaited, foreseen, 
and desired all his life. In the So­
cial Democratic party he Was the 
theoretician of the permanent 
revolution, which means a revo­
lution which cannot, and w ill not, 
be extinguished before i t  has com­
pleted its work, and which con­
sequently can be conceived only 
on an international plan.

By his knowledge of languages 
and peoples, he was the most Eu­
ropean of the Russian revolution­
ists. Lenin had, however, one in­
contestable superiority over him; 
his party, formed through four­
teen years of struggles and la­
bors, from 1903 to 1917. . . . The 
documents of the period were for 
years not to separate the names 
of these two men who, by and 
large, thought and acted as one, 
translating the thought and ac­
tion of millions. These were the 
two heads of the revolution.

(From “ From Lenin to Stalin,”  
by Victor Serge, pp. 14-15. Pion­
eer Publishers, 1937; 112 pp.; 50

the war has this key industrial 
center, scene of some of labor’s 
greatest struggles, witnessed such 
an enthusiastic and fighting un 
ion gathering. I t  recalled nothing 
so much as the pre-war sp irit of 
the great auto strikes.

The high-point of the meeting 
was reached when Ben Garrison, 
UAW Local 400, aroused the as­
sembled unionists with an appeal 
"to call a labor holiday” and 
“ meet on the picket line” in a 
solid fighting front against Av­
ery’s open shop offensive.

The entire meeting rose up and 
cheered themselves hoarse in res­
ponse to Garrison’s appeal. For 
a time, i t  appeared they would 
over-ride the chairman, who ruled 
the proposal out of order on the 
grounds that this meeting did not 
constitute a formal body empow­
ered to take a strike vote. In ­
sisting that the motion be put to 
a vote, the assembly repeatedly 
shouted, "Holiday! Holiday!” 
Thus, the workers expressed their 
pent-up resentment at the intol­
erable restraints of the no-strike 
pledge foisted on them by the 
cowardly CIO leaders.

Only with the greatest difficulty 
did the top leadership at the 
meeting fina lly quell the insist­
ent demand for immediate action. 
And this was accomplished only 
after hurried platform consulta­
tion with the steadily-paling Gus 
Scholle, CIO Regional Director 
who early in the strike had given 
it his formal endorsement. There 
was an implied assurance among 
the ranks that unless Avery were 
brought to heel in the next few 
days, nothing would hold them 
back from the “ labor holiday” 
they so heatedly demanded.

M ILITA N T SPIRIT
Every speaker, caught up on 

the tide of fighting spirit, was 
Impelled to voice the m ilitant 
sentiments of the audience. “ This 
is the fight of the entire labor 
movement,,”  declared Paul Sil­
ver of UAW Local 351. Avery’s 
defiance, he said, was the chal­
lenge of all the open shop forces 
“ as to whether we shall have 
trade unions or not. Are we go­
ing to face the isbuc and fight 
back or are we going to have the 
same thing happen as in 1913?”

Matt Hammond, President of 
West Side Tool and Die Local 
157, UAW-CIO, recalled how the 
police were prevented from 
smashing a small tool and die 
strike lh 1937 when the Cadillac 
workers marched to their sup­
port on the picket line. He urged 
the CIO ranks to join the Ward 
picket lines in the Same spirit.

The most bitter indignation of 
the workers was reserved for the 
traitors in  their own ranks, the 
Stalinists. These finks attempted 
openly to sabotage support for 
the Ward strikers and had used 
their machine-control of the 
Wayne County CIO Council to 
block a motion for endorsement 
of the Ward walkout. At this 
mass meeting expressing the real 
sentiments of the workers, where 
the Stalinists did not dare to 
open their mouths, Scholle public­
ly characterized the Stalinists as 
"those malicious people whoBe 
first loyalty is to something else 
(Kremlin bureaucracy) besides 
labor.”

Roy Scoggins. Regional Direc­
tor of the CIO United Retail, 
Wholesale *and Department Store 
Employes, the union conducting 
the Ward strike, denounced the 
Stalinist-dominated Wayne Coun­
ty CIO Council as following “ a 
policy not conducive to the wel­
fare of our people.”  He further 
advocated that the Wayne County 
L o c a l  Presidents Committee, 
which was organized to aid the 
Ward strike, and which had spon­

sored the mass meeting, “ be con 
tinually enlarged”  and “ assume 
leadership”  as the “ CIO Coordin­
ating Committee of Wayne Coun­
ty.”  Tremendous applause also 
greeted the proposal of another 
speaker to withhold per capita 
taxes from the Council and “ In­
stead pay this money directly 
to the Montgomery Ward s trik­
ers.”
NO-STRIKE POLICY OPPOSED

This meeting reflected not only 
angry resentment against Roos 
eVelt's pussyfoot policy toward 
Avery and the openshoppers, but 
the rising opposition to the whole 
no-strike policy. W ith the UAW 
referendum on this key question 
impending, the no-strike policy 
has become the most momentous 
issue In this area. Even though 
feverish-efforts were made to M r 
discussion of this dominating is­
sue at the mass meeting, every 
speaker was forced to touch 
upon it.

Thus, a member1 -of Lincoln 
Local 900 voiced the keenest sen­
timents of the ranks when h« 
declared: “ We are asked to give 
moral support to the strike. But 
the best moral aid we can give 
is to make our position on the 
no-strike pledge clear. We can 
contribute a whole lot to help the 
Montgomery Ward workers get 
better economic conditions if  we 
abandon the position that under 
no circumstances are xve for 
strike action.”

Repeat P erfo rm ance

‘Th is  Is W here We Came I n ! ’

Stalinist Machine Blocks CIO 
Council Aid To Ward Strikers

DETRO IT, Mich., Dec. 24— Opposition to the treacherous® 
policies of the Stalinists who dominate the Wayne County CIO 
Council rose to its bitterest pitch at the Council meeting last 
Tuesday night, when the Stalinists exercised their mechanical 
majority to ram through a reaffirmation of the no-strike pledge 
and to block a motion of support for the Montgomery Ward 
strikers. ®

Despite the paralyzing strangle­
hold on the Council they have 
maintained up to now, the Stalin­
ists succeeded in passing the no-
strike motion by the relatively 
narrow margin of 102 to 64. This 
was the strongest opposition vote 
in years. Heretofore, scarcely a 
voice has been raised to challenge 
Stalinist policies.

The opposition to the no-strike 
pledge motion was voiced despite 
the lying assurance of the chair­
man' that i t  was intended merely 
to express the attitude of the 
Council toward the forthcoming 
UAW referendum on the no-strike 
policy. This motion, the chair­
man claimed, was divorced, from 
the Montgomery Ward strike is­
sue, which was to be discussed 
separately.

The Stalinists' real strikebreak­
ing intent was subsequently rev­
ealed when they spoke against 
supporting the Ward strikers, bas­
ing their arguments on the mo­
tion previously passed to reaf­
firm the no-strike pledge. So en­
raged were the militants by the 
fink speeches of the Stalinists 
that not only those who voted 
against the pledge, hut many who 
voted for it, walked out of the 
meeting in disgust. They left 
the notorious Stalinist wheel- 
horse, Nat Ganley, talking only 
to his small circle of followers.

CONDEMN ROOSEVELT
Significantly, m ilitan t speakers 

at the Council meeting trained 
their guns not only against 
Avery and the Stalinists, but also 
against the man whom they had 
helped less than two months ago 
to be reelected to a 4th term in 
the White House. Amidst the 
disruptive booing and catcalls of

the Stalinist stooges, one speaker 
after another lashed out at Roos­
evelt.

The typical sentiments of many 
of Roor.evelt’s recent supporters 
was voiced by Hargraves, a lead­
ing member of the State, County 
and Municipal Employes. “ I work­
ed like hell for Roosevelt. But, 
many people are wondering who 
won the election — we, or those 
on the other side. F irs t of all

I  did the right thing when 1 voted 
for Roosevelt.”  Then pointing 
his finger at the misguided work­
ers among the Stalinist hecklers 
Hargraves asserted: “ I f  you
search your own minds, you w ill 
find there the same feeling that 
I have.”

When Hodges Mason, a Stalin­
ist tool and vice-president of the 
Council, made a vicious attack 
on ¿lie Ward strikers and sought 
to whitewash the anti-labor role 
of Roosevelt, a rank and file  dele­
gate answered him: “ I too voted 
for Roosevelt. But I know if 
these people did not go out on 
strike, the President would con-

.m  saw the appointment of. three tinue to pigeon-hole this matter 
hjlllionaires to the State Depart-: as he did for the past two years, 
ment. We See how Churchill is \ Why hasn’t  the president acted 
acting in Greece. And now Roos- before a strike was necessary ? I f  
evelt is silent while Sewell Avery we don’t support the Ward s trik ­
es trying to crush the labor move- ers, the matter w ill be plgeon- 
ment. I  am wondering whether /holed for another two years.”

ROOSEVELTS ‘SEIZURE’ 
HALTS WARD STRIKES
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his language as the force of his cents. Order from Pioneer Pub­
reasoning which moved his audi-j lishers, 116 University PL, N. Y. 
ence. He wrote, without particu-1 3, N. Y.)
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(Continued from page 1) 
w ill not only reach but surpass 
it.

The swift growth of The M ili­
tant in the past year has dem­
onstrated that thousands and 
tens of thousands of workers are 
accepting our paper as their own. 
They value the news of events 
in the American and world labor 
movements which The M ilitant 
alone presents and explains in a 
scientific, Marxist manner, W ith 
the constant exposure of the lies 
of the imperialist war-makers— 
with the growing threat of cut­
backs and unemployment at home 
— these workers are learning 
through everyday experience the 
need fo r a workers’ government 
and a socialist society to solve 
their problems. The M ilitant aims 
to help them find the road to 
emancipation from ' capitalist 
wars and insecurity.

The surest indication of the ap­
preciation of these new readers 
is that so many have already be­
come volunteer agents, selling 
hundreds of subscriptions to The 
M ilitan t in the past few months 
to their friends and shopmates, 
Inspired by the it example, we 
intend to enlist all of our sub­
scribers, new and old, into a

great army of M ilitant boosters 
broadcasting its  message of 
working class emancipation to 
workers everywhere.

The new low rate of $1 per year 
was also established to make it  
easier fo r the tens of thousands 
of new readers who have found 
THEIR program in The M ilitant 
to resubscribe fo r a fu ll year. 
Other rates have been adjusted to 
conform to the new yearly rates. 
They include a special introduc­
tory rate, fo r new subscribers 
only, of 25 cents fo r six months 
(the previous rate was 25 cents 
for three months). The regular 
six-month subscription - renewal 
rate is 50 cents.

(Continued from page 1)
eight months ago. Avery has not 
budged an inch, issuing the 
deflaht statement that “ I ’m still 
in charge.”  Avery’s underlings 
have refused to cooperate with 
Army officials in the operation of 
the business. Moreover, Mont­
gomery Ward’s profits are fu lly  
safeguarded by the government 
and Avery is assured ultimate 
restoration intact of his property. 
Meanwhile, he is s till free to 
operate his other 800-odd open- 
shop establishments and to con­
tinue his fight against the unions. 
So patently timid have been the 
government’s moves, that A t­
torney General Biddle tried to 
pass o ff the government’s ob­
viously pussyfooting “ caution”  
by facetiously claiming that 
Avery is “ perfectly harmless.”

TOUGH TOWARD LABOR
But the administration has 

never exercised similar “ caution”  
ifi its attacks on labor. Roosevelt 
had no hesitancy or legal scruples 
When, six months before Pearl 
Harbor, he ordered Army occupa­
tion of the North American Avia­
tion plant and drove strikers back 
to work at the bayonet point. He 
observed no legal fihe points when 
he “ seized”  the railroads last

December to head o ff a threaten­
ed strike. In  his attempts to 
break last year’s mine strikes, he 
repeatedly took over the coal 
mines w ith no apparent reluc­
tance.

Attorney General Biddle has 
conceded to Avery that the WLB 
directives are only “ recommenda­
tions,”  defending the “ seizures” 
solely as a strikebreaking re­
quisite. But the administration 
has never treated WLB directives 
to workers as mere “ recommen­
dations.”  Such directives have 
been enforced promptly and 
firm ly, and the WLB itself has 
been armed w ith punitive pow 
ers. In addition to siding with the 
employers 99 times out of a hun- 
di'ed, the WLB has penalized 
strikers by delaying concessions, 
withholding u n i o n  security 
clauses, reducing retroactive pay 
grants, etc.

The workers can be certain 
that, whatever the ‘ immediate 
consequences of the latest Ward 
“ seizures,”  they w ill operate in 
the long run only to reinforce 
Roosevelt’s fundamentally anti­
labor policy, his kid-glove treat­
ment of the labor-hating open- 
shoppers, and his club-wielding 
against workers defending their 
elementary rights.

Buy The M ilita n t  

IN  D E T R O IT

‘The Militant’
BOOKSHOP

3513 W oodward Ave. 

Detroit« M ich .

Fascism
• W HAT IT IS
• HOW TO FIGHT IT
A  C o m p ila tio n  

By LEON TROTSKY 
W ith  A n  In tro d u c tio n  

By E. R. Frank

1 5  C e n t s

P I O N E E R  P U B L I S H E R S

By Theodore Kovalesky

Every now and then you pick up the paper, and somebody who’d 
like to be a poet has a verse there telling how pretty the snowflakes 
are, and how pretty winter is, and how much he likes it. Most likely 
you don’t  read it, but i f  you do, you know whoever wrote i t  isn’t  a 
steelworker, because winter isn’t  so good when you’re a steelworker.

I f  you live fa ir ly  near the m ill, you get up cold and sleepy and 
trudge to work through ruts and snowdrifts. The wind and snow 
sting as they h it your face. The street lights are cold and pale, fo r 
i t ’s entirely dark outside, and i t  won’t  be ligh t until you’ve been 
Working quite a while.

I f  you live farther away (and 
many do, because steel plants are 
located usually outside the cities, on 
the rivers and lakes) you have to 
get up even earlier to make the 
trip . The snow d rifts  over the 
roads, and you can’t  get your car 
out, or else the old jaloppy won’t  
start. W inter brings out all the 
bugs in an old car. Then you take 
your chances w ith  the bus lines.

In the cold and darkness, 
you’re always twice as sleepy. You 
stand there, trying to stamp the 
numbness out of your feet, trying 
to squeeze i t  out of your fingers 
by opening and shutting your 
hands. You wish to hell^the bus 
would come. The man next to you is also try ing to keep his blood 
circulating by stamping his feet and rubbing his hands. He wishes 
to hell the bus would come. The others are all standing there feeling 
miserable and wishing it  too.

Most of them are entirely silent, but every now and then one 
w ill mutter a few curses about how the bus line doesn’t  give a damn 
about the workingmen. You agree w ith  him but you don’t  bother to 
answer. He’s not talking to anyone in particular anyhow.

Then somebody says, “ Here i t  comes,”  and the whole crowd 
of you begin to m ill and push toward the curb. There aren't very 
many seats, and i f  you can get one, you may be able to get a litt le  
nap on the way out. Luck’s w ith  you this morning. The bus stops 
almost in fron t of you, and you don’t have to worry about getting in 
to get a seat. You just let the crowd behind you push you into the 
bus. You get your seat, all right, and you watch the rest of them 
shoving in, until the bus is packed so tigh tly  that the driver can 
hardly close the doors.

The bus struggles with the snow fo r a moment and starts groan­
ing and bumping along in low gear. You s it back, glad you’re not 
jammed into the fron t of the bus, and scrape some of the frost from 
the window so you can look out. You’re going through the red ligh t 
district, but at this hour, almost everything is quiet. Here and there 
through an uncurtained window you glimpse the bare walls of a 
furnished room, pallid under the ligh t of an unshaded electric bulb. 
Sometimes a person moves past the window. Everything looks very 
sordid.

A t this hour, much of the city is sleeping. Only the prostitutes, 
going to bed, and a portion of the workers, going to work, are 
stirring. I t  is very cold and lonely:

On the Way to the M ill
You go on. The bus creeps and lurches past the railroad yards 

and warehouses. The window steams up again, and you wipe i t  with 
your glove. On the walls of the bus are signs forbidding smo&ing, 
but many of the workers have lighted cigarettes and pipes. The bus 
driver doesn’ t say anything. He has a cigaret himself. The air is 
thick with smoke, and you hear some non-smoker in  the back com­
plaining about it, but nobody pays any attention to him, and he 
sulks quietly. Across from you a kid (how young some of the Work­
ers are nowadays!) leans his head against the window and sleeps 
w ith his mouth open.

The bus strains up the ramp of a canal bridge, and as the 
window begins to cloud over again, you make out the vague out­
lines of a freighter laid up fo r the winter. You cross that bridge and 
one or two others and go on through the darkness.

The old bus groans up a h ill, and from  the top, you see at last 
your destination several miles down the road. There is a rusty glow 
in the sky. I t ’s not very beautiful. The sky is too black, and the glow 
is too brown to call i t  beautiful. Besides you’re too sleepy in  the 
stu ffy  bus to appreciate it.

As you approach the giant m ill, you see the flickering, angry 
yellow flames of the coke oven and a dusty golden shaft of ligh t 
projected from one of the open hearths. Between the open hearth 
and coke oven the sky lights up as No. 4 furnace begins to cast and 
run cinder.

The bus lurches a last time and pulls to a stop. The men stand­
ing up fa ll against each other and Bwear as they crush the paper 
bags carrying their lunches. You make your way out of the bus 
and into the cold, surprised to find how bad the a ir inside had be­
come. Again the snow stings your face. Your eyes begin to run, 
and you sniffle  a b it as you show your badge to the cop at the gate 
and begin to plod through the snow, up the road, and over countless 
railroad tracks on the way to your department. The warmth of the 
bus seat has le ft you. The sky is very dark. Once again you feel 
cold all over and terrib ly tired.

But the work day is just beginning.

NEW YORK FORUM
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Why the Allies Fear the Rising European Revolution
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“ Entered as second class matter March 7, 1944 
at the post office at New York, N. Y., under 
the Act of March 3. 1879.”

To defend the USSR as 
the main fortress of the 
world proletariat, against 
all assaults of world im­
perialism and of internal 
counter-revolution, is the 
most important duty of 
e v e r y  class - conscious 
worker.

— LEON TROTSKY

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. M ilita ry  tra in in g  o f  w orkers, financed 

jy  the governm ent, b u t under co n tro l 
o f  the trade unions. Special o ffice rs ’ 
tra in in g  camps, financed by the gov­
ernm ent bu t con tro lled  by the trade 
un ions, to  tra in  w orkers to  become 
o fficers .

2. Trade u n io n  wages fo r  a ll w orkers 
d ra fted  in to  the arm y.

3. F u ll equa lity  fo r  Negroes in  the arm ed 
forces and the war industries— Down 
w ith  J im  Crow ism  everywhere.

4 . C onfiscation o f  a ll war p ro fits . E xp ro ­
p r ia t io n  o f a ll war industries and th e ir  
opera tion  under w orkers ’ co n tro l.

5. A  r is in g  scale o f wages to  meet the 
r is in g  cost o f  liv in g .

6. W orkers  Defense Guards against v ig il­
ante and fascist attacks.

7. A n Independent Labor P arty  based on 
the Trade Unions.

8 . A  W orkers ’ and Farm ers’ Govern­
m ent.

9. The defense o f the Soviet U n ion  
against im p e ria lis t attack.

Voice O f Imperialism
The leading mouthpiece of American imperial­

ism, the New York Times, in a December 29 edi­
torial lauds Churchill’s plan to set up a regency 
in Greece. The Times takes to task those who be­
lieve “ Britain seeks to dominate Greece politically 
and commercially, close Greece o ff from other 
markets, exploit Greek resources for B rita in ’s ben­
efit.”

A mistaken view, claims the Times. "The life­
line of the British Empire runs through the Medi­
terranean.”  What Churchill really evinces is a 
“ naturid interest in wishing a country so close 
to that lifeline as Greece to be orderly and pros­
perous and democratic.”

Under this democratic wool, however, the teeth 
of American imperialism are clearly visible. To 
make understandable to its readers the “ gesture of 
British good-will”  toward Greece, the Times ob­
serves that "we have a sim ilar interest in small 
countries bordering on the Panama Canal.”

The shooting of Greek workers and peasants is 
indeed remindful o f the way American troops 
were sent to Nicaragua during the twenties to hunt 
down the followers of Sandino who struggled for 
democracy in that unhappy country.

B rita in ’s policy o f setting up puppet regimes in 
Greece is likewise remindful of the scandalous ori­
gin of the Republic of Panama. This tiny  country, 
straddling the Isthmus of Panama, was set up 
through a revolution against Colombia in 1903 
financed by American dollars and backed by the 
Theodore Roosevelt administration.

A similar revolution had previously ended the 
kingdom of Hawaii and brought these islands d i­
rectly under the spreading wings of the rapacious 
W all Street vulture. Puerlo Rico and the Philip­
pines were seized following the Spanish-American 
war. Cuba also fell into the orbit of American 
imperialism. W all Street today has its own pup­
pet regimes like that of bloody Vargas in Brazil-.

The Times, try ing to jus tify  Churchill’s actions, 
admits that Washington is pursuing a sim ilar poli­
cy to this day. " I f  vve think realistically enough

about lifelines, we may even remind ourselves that 
we sometimes take an interest in the kind of gov­
ernment possessed by countries no nearer to the 
Panama Canal than Argentina.”

However, the Times doesn’t go quite far enough. 
Wall Street has predatory interests in other areas 
besides the two American continents. Big Business 
has been assiduously penetrating British markets 
since the beginning of the Second World War. The 
oil trust has broken the monopoly of the British 
oil barons in the Middle East and is utilizing this 
deal as a model for similar deals in other raw ma­
terials now held by the British.

Even in Europe, long considered native territory 
by the British, the Wall Street colossus is raising 
its own voice. Belgian workers have been shot down 
by troops under the command of General Eisen­
hower. American representatives exercise jo int con­
trol with the British in Italy. And even in Greece 
the American vulture casts its shadow. Thus at 
the conference with ELAS delegates called b y . 
Churchill to set up the regency of Damaskinos, the 
American Ambassador, Lincoln MacVeagh, sat as 
a more than interested observer.

When the Times voices sympathy with Church­
i l l ’s “ good try  at solving this problem”  in Greece, 
one can easily see that such sympathy arises out 
of direct experience in handling similar problems 
of empire.

Profits O f War
The dollar patriots are doing all right under 

the . "equality o f sacrifice”  program. A few re­
ports culled at random from the financial section 
of the capitalist press provide an eloquent com­
mentary on Roosevelt’s promise "to  take undue 
profits out of war.”

A few weeks ago, 'the Securities and Exchange 
Commission disclosed that, "1,271 registered Amer­
ican corporations added §803,000,000 to their ag­
gregate net working capital during the first six 
months o f this year (1944).”

The statement of a leading tire manufacturer, 
Firestone Tire and Rubber Company, disclosed 
that: "A fter providing for all charges including 
$58,727,714 taxes and adding $2,500,000 to the 
reserve for contingencies, the net profit was $16,- 
310,845, the largest in the company’s history.”  
Eight manufacturing companies engaged in way 
production "had total earnings of $154,284,969 
or 12 percent above the $137,332,893 reported for 
the nine months ended with September, 1943.” 
Profits in 1944 showed a substantial increase over 
1943.

In addition to these lush war profits, the cor­
porations are laying away nest-eggs for the '"post­
war”  period. In its quarterly analysis, the Security 
and Exchange Commission reports that: "Corpo­
rations also continued to accumulate post-war cred­
its in refundable taxes,, raising the total of such 
refunds to $1,800,000,000, as of June 30, an increase 
of $200,000,000 in the quarter." On top of that, 
the corporations have "a vast reserve of possible 
excess-profits tax refunds, over $30 billion, to pro­
tect them if  their incomes drop below the 1936-39 
level.”  Who says that “ war don’t pay!”

But the profit-hogs who have their snouts buried 
deepest in the bloody trough keep clamoring for 
more. Speaking at a dinner of the Economic Club 
in the grand ballroom of the Hotel Astor, Irving 
S. Olds, chairman of the board of directors of the 
United States Steel Corporation, said that "this 
hope of profit must not be curbed, regulated or 
opposed unreasonably or unwisely.”

Roosevelt and his henchmen boast that the "line 
is being held.”  Against whom?

Third World War
The outlines of the secret "peace”  plans now 

going into effect in Greece, Italy, Belgium, etc. 
are the economic and political outlines of an im­
perialist truce that w ill inevitably explode into 
a Third World War far more violent and destruc­
tive than the war we are now experiencing.

Paralleling these “ peace”  plans, new develop­
ments in m ilita ry weapons outline something of 
the nightmarish type of conflict to be expected in 
a Third W orld War.

The V-type weapons in particular show that 
man’s inventive genius, unless turned into con­
structive channels, can lead to the suicide of hu­
manity. Already the Germans are utilizing, as 
part of their routine battle equipment, rocket ex­
plosives that rise 60 miles above the earth's sur­
face, cross nations in their fligh t toward populous 
cities, and explode with terrible violence. These 
rockets travel at speeds so high that i f  sustained 
they could span the' Atlantic in one hour.

American m ilita ry engineers, the press informs 
us, are now strenuously attempting to reproduce 
and even surpass the new German weapons.

The rocket-propelled bombs have thus outmoded 
the old type projectiles just as rocket-type planes 
have outmoded airplanes powered by gasoline en­
gines and air-flogging propcllors. A qualitative 
change has occurred. The old weapons are being 
superseded in the way firearms superseded the 
sword and cross-bow. We can expect developments 
in the new weapons that w ill make these first speci­
mens look like a clumsy flint-lock alongside a 
quadruple Bofors gun that automatically wheels, 
lowers, raises and fires in accordance with calcu­
lations provided through radar.

Man's inventions which, under a rationally or­
ganized social system could be the source of bound­
less benefits, now threaten to destroy him. I f  a 
Third  World War is not to become the grave of 
civilization, the workers of the world have no 
time to lose in organizing their forces to tear the 
power out o f the hands of the rapacious warring 
capitalist cliques and establish socialism.

M O  R K  E R S ’
íp O  R U M

How American and British 
Corporations Armed Nazis

The columns are open to the opinions of the readers of The Militant. Letters 
are welcome on any subject of interest to the workers, but keep them short and include your 
name and address. Indicate if you do not want your name printed — Editor

might awaken the auto workers life? I have been a socialist for 
into action is the reason the In- 30 years.Praises Morale of 

Ward Pickets
Editor:

Recently I  helped picket the 
Montgomery Ward stores here 
in Detroit. Inwardly I fe lt good 
in being able to walk again on 
the picket line after months of 
having to bow to the directives 
of the CIO International in ob­
serving the no-strike pledge. 
There was a th r ill in being able 
to express the sentiments that 
arose in me against the capital 
ists. Much to my delight I  saw 
men and women join our line from 
several different locals, mostly 
UAW  members w ith here and 
there a sprinkling of other CIO 
locals.

Of the UAW  locals giving ac­
tive support were Briggs Local 
212, Ford Local 400, Local 351, 
Local 490, Packard Local 190, 
Dodge Local 3. Local 174 lent 
its sound car. Even one member 
from  Local 155, a Stalinist-dom­
inated local, came on the picket 
line. The m ilitant Briggs 212 Lo­
cal is giving most active support,

Holding a Local 212 day, this 
Local sent out members on Wed 
nesday, Dec. 20, directly after 
work to a Ward Store. Saturday 
Dec. 23 again brought out the 
members of 212 at all four Ward 
stores in Detroit. This local, the 
leader of the revolt against the 
no-strike pledge at the UAW 
Convention in Grand Rapids, is 
educating its membership in real 
trade union solidarity.

The Ward strikers in their 
twelth day of picketing were still 
very high in morale. Not only did 
they come out in force, but they 
kept their spirits high. In spite 
of b itter zero weather, with 
snowstorms and strong winds 
the pickets kept a solid line. 
Cheerful, but .aggressive toward 
scabs, they marched every day 
from 9 a. m. to 5 p. m.

The UAW  leaders, though 
promising fu ll aid to the Ward 
strikers, have given i t  but half­
heartedly. The? locals are not 
endeavoring to get their member­
ship, to support the Ward s trik­
ers, w ith  the exception of those 
locals I mentioned.

The fear that the Ward strike

ternational leaders are not lend­
ing more active support to the 
strike. But neither the strikers 
nor the auto workers w ill be 
fooled. They know what the score 
is and they do not intend to give 
up in the face of vague promises.

E. Logan 
Detroit

Reader Finds Our 
Paper Enlightening
Editor:

Please renew my subscription 
to The M ilitant fo r one year.

I  find your paper constructive 
as well as i n s t r u c t i v e  
Your, articles and news items are 
well written, and should be read 
by those who wish to be enlight­
ened in these hectic times.

The free press, so-called, fails 
to bring to us the political in tr i­
gue prevalent in the world of to­
day — fo r a good reason , of 
course.

I  realize you people are very 
busy and have much to contend 
with? publishing your paper. I f  
you can find time in the near fu ­
ture, would you please send me 
information concerning the life  
and activities of Eugene Debs, 
and where I  can purchase same.

C. F. A.
Seattle

(Ed. Note: Most of the books 
and pamphlets w ritten on the life  
of Eugene Debs are now out of 
print, but can be found in public 
libraries. Pioneer Publishers has 
fo r sale a copy of “ Debs — Auth­
orized L ife  and Letters,”  by Dav 
id Karsner).

A  man said to me that there 
are two or three factions in 
Greece but I say they don’t  seem 
to have any trouble except with 
the English Scobie army.

Another man said to me today 
that there never w ill be a third 
party. I said: the people before 
the flood didn’t  think i t  would1 
rain.

I  am wise to the old parties. 
They are Siamese twins. They 
are the class that robbed the In ­
dians, Mexico, Colombia, the 
Philippines and Spam, all with 
the gun.

When a man ties himself to a 
stump i f  someone offers him 
something fo r doing it, and he 
can’t  get loose—or i f  he votes for 
a Republican or a Democratic 
ticket — he is not feathered out 
yet. '

There were two men about to 
be electrocuted, and they were 
fed everything they asked fo r the 
day before they were killed. One 
of the men understood what the 
racket was but the other didn’t. 
The one who didn’t  understand 
said to his partner: “ This pen is 
not as bad as they say i t  is: I ’ve 
heard a lo t of bull about it .”  The 
wise one answered, “ Well, they 
feed you pretty well the day be­
fore they k ill you.”  The firs t one 
answered, “ Oh, I  thought there 
was something phony about this.”

When a Republican or Democ­
ratic voter wakes up and finds 
out what is the matter, he learns 
they have put a halter on him 
— while he was. asleep.

P. B. C.
Hamilton, O.

An Old Socialist
Editor:

I  want to send you one dollar 
fo r 4 different introductory sub­
scriptions. I  am 74 years old. I  
have a litt le  piece of property 
just big enough to live on. 
have no steady job. I  do a little  
carpenter work to keep up with

Most of the American and British monopolies now 
coining blood-billions from  this “ war against fascism”  
helped to build up the war-machines of German and 
Japanese imperialism. A  sensational expose o f the 
aid given by Anglo-American big business to H itle r . 
and Hirohito is contained in a book recently publish­
ed in England, Death Pays a Dividend.

Considerable information has already been made 
public about the international dealings of Standard 
Oil, General Electric, du Pont, Aluminum Corporation, 
and other giant trusts. This book reveals other litt le  
known facts about the collaboration between the 
“ democratic”  and fascist business men.

For instance, Pratt and Whitney A ircra ft sold plane 
parts and materials'' valued at $6,000 to Germany in 
1932. Next year, after H itle r came to power, P ra tt 
and Whitney upped its sales to $272,000. By 1934, as 
H itle r’s rearmament program got under way, the 
sales amounted to $1,445,000. In  addition, fo r a pay­
ment of $50,000 annually, the American concern 
licensed the Bavarian Motor Works to produce 
“ Hornet”  engines fo r the Luftwaffe. The Sperry 
Gyroscope Company exported enough automatic pilots, 
compasses and other instruments to equip fifty  Ger­
man war-planes a month. And the Japanese Navy is 
probably s till operating some of the submarines built 
fo r i t  by the Electric Boat Company.

The British corporations got along just as profitably 
with the fascists. Armstrong-Siddeley Company sold 
large numbers of airplane engines to the Nazis. W ith 
the aid of British loans, Nazi industrialists bought 
1,500,000 tons of machinery from  the National Ship­
builders’ Securities combine. Naval and m ilita ry  
train ing planes were sold to Germany by DeHaviland 
A ircra ft. Vickers advertised in German m ilita ry  
journals the efficiency of its field-guns and tanks. 
A fte r the seizure of Manchuria,, in  1932 the British 
Board of Trade licensed the export of over $1,000,000 
worth of cartridges, machine guns and other equip­
ment to Japan.

In  1941, the British-owned Broken H ill Proprietary 
Company of Australia faced a dockers strike in  New 
South Wales when workers refused to load iron and 
steel fo r Japan. The strike was broken w ith  govern­
ment aid, and the goods shipped.

Wants Records
Editor:

May I  suggest the inclusion 
in The M ilitant of chronological 
tables: A  Chronology of Deceit, 
FDR’s record, and a Chronology 
of Treachery, Stalin’s record, as 
a jog to the memory of our 
readers. These can be brought 
up to date and repeated occa­
sionally.

I. W.
Cleveland, O

Huge Death Toll in Mines 
Due to Lust for Profits

Death takes no holiday in the war of the bosses 
against the workers. Speed-up, lack of safety deyices, 
inadequate inspection, dangerous methods—the drive 
fo r profits at all costs— in the f irs t  10 months of 1944 
took the lives of 1037 miners, according to the latest 
Bureau of Mines figures.

The death-rate fo r American coal mines, according 
to the figures made available by the Bureau of Mines, 
runs three times as high as in the British, German, 
French and Belgium mines. This terrible to ll of the  
American mines exists in spite of the superiority of 
American equipment and machinery.

That a war almost as bloody as the one going on 
at the battle-fronts is being waged by the profiteering 
operators against the coal miners is fu rthe r evidenced 
by the rate of mine accident casualties. 90 per cent 
of them are attributable to the operators’ evasion of 
proper safety measures. During the war years, non- 
fata l casualties have averaged 75,000 annually, or 16 
per cent of the average tota l of 500,000 miners em­
ployed.

Bulgaria
Counter - revolutionary Stalin­

ism is attempting to reconstitute 
the rotten capitalist order in the 
Balkan countries under regimes 
“ friendly” to the Kremlin. These 
regimes consist' of coalitions be­
tween Stalin’s political agents 
and elements of the pre-war dic­
tatorial governments which brut­
ally oppressed the workers and 
peasants.

Reporting on the Christmas Day 
announcement of the establish­
ment of a provisional Hungarian 
government at Decebren in east­
ern Hungary, N. Y. Times foreign 
correspondent Raymond Daniell 
observes: “ I t  seemed to be mod­
eled after the others that were 
established in. Balkan countries 
now under Soviet control, con­
sisting as i t  did of an amalgam 
of ‘rightist’ figure heads and 
‘le ftis t’ (Stâlinist) hatchet men.”

An example of the governments 
Stalin is imposing on the Balkan 
peoples is the regime in Bulg­
aria. Here, after discarding the 
government established by the 
resistance movement which over­
threw the pro-Nazi Bagrianoff 
ruling group. Stalin’s agents have 
set up a regime incorporating no­
torious fascists.

Two such well-known fascists 
placed over the Bulgarian people 
by Stalin are Col. Gheorgieff and 
Col. Veltcheff, as Premier and 
Minister of War respectively 
while Stalinists occupy the Min­
istries of the Interior, Justice and 
Labor. Gheorgieff and Veltcheff 
were leaders of the junta which 
assassinated the peasant leader 
Stambulisky in 1923 and attempt­
ed a fascist coup d’etat in 1939.

Italy
Reports from Ita ly reveal that 

economic conditions irr-the Allied- 
occupied territories are steadily 
worsening. In fact, according to 
Herbert L. Matthews’ dispatch 
from Rome to the N. Y. Times 
December 22, “ prices in German 
occupied Ita ly are about one-half 
those in the Allied zone.”  This 
contrast, of conditions under the 
Nazis and under the “ democratic” 
imperialists is “ providing great 
worry not only for the Govern­
ment but for the Allies also.”  The

Allied authorities are fearful lest 
the masses should come to regard 
them as even more brutal con­
querors than the Nazis.

Matthews reports: “ Ita lian in­
dustry is close to complete 
paralysis. . . The food situation, 
Italians feel, w ill become despe­
rate by March unless help is 
forthcoming. . . Financially, the 
situation is nearly disastrous. . . 
While the fixed Allied currency 
rate of 100 lire fo r $1 and 400 
fo r one poiind sterling holds good 
for the occupying forces, i t  does 
not mean anything on the 
flourishing black bourses or on 
prices.”

The Allies claim to be making 
a "supreme effort”  to prevent a 
"seribus collapse” by a new “ plan 
for Italian reconstruction.”  But 
writes Matthews, “ the plan is 
based on the lim iting  factor that 
nothing ordered now can reach 
Ita ly  before June, and the chief 
question mark is whether Italy 
can be kept going until then.”

Matthews reports that “ one of 
the most dangerous aspects” from 
the standpoint of the Allies and 
their Italian puppets is that “ the 
whole economic situation is close­
ly linked w ith  the political.”  In 
short, the disastrous consequen­
ces of the Allied occupation are 
intensifying the revolutionary fe r 
ment which threatens to over­
throw capitalism in  Italy.

France
The most reactionary elements 

in France are turning to de Gaulle 
as their “ savior”  from retribu­
tion at the hands of the people. 
De Gaulle last week attacked the 
workers who are demanding 
purge and punishment of the pro- 
Nazi collaborationists as "extre­
mists”  during a session of his 
Consultative Assembly. He rose 
to the defense of a member of 
his cabinet accused of supporting 
Vichy.

“ As for the drama of 1940,”  de 
Ganlle asserted, “ there were many 
differences then between men 
and groups. I  did not go to Vichy 
then, but many who were there 
believed that they were serving 
their country in their own way. 
I t  was possible to have different

Anti-Fascist Hero
Harold L. Ickes, Secretary of 

the Interior, was invited to 
speak at an anti-Franco rally 
at Madison Square Garden in 
New York on Jan. 2. But . . . 
explained the N. Y. paper 
PM:

“ I f  he had agreed to deliver 
the address, Ickes would have 
had to submit an advance 
copy to the Office of War In­
formation. . . In turn, the OWI 
would have passed the docu­
ment along to the State De­
partment. That Department 
would have said Ickes was be­
ing indiscreet. . . Close asso­
ciates of Ickes contend that he 
knew FDR would have turned 
thumbs down on the proposal. 
Rather than let someone else 
te ll him what to do, Ickes 
made his own decision.”

Ickes refused to speak.

conceptions of serving one’s coun­
try.’ ’

This “ different conceptions of 
serving one’s country”  is de Gaul­
le’s formula for protecting the 
capitalist pro-Nazi collaborators, 
the bulk of the French ruling 
class. According to the N. Y. 
Times, December 28, de Gaulle’s 
statement is interpreted as "dep­
loring the attitude of the extreme 
purgers or even as indicating a 
general amnesty to those accused 
of collaboration, but not guilty of 
any definite crime.”

De Gaulle's solicitude for the 
collaborationists is not shared by 
the French masses. They are 
continuing the purge of collabor­
ationists in spite of and against 
de Gaulle’s opposition. Thus, at 
Alet, members of the resistance 
movement, aroused by de Gaulle’s 
reprieve of the town’s former ma­
yor who had been sentenced to 
death, on December 29 stormed 
the ja il and shot four other col­
laborationists who had also re­
ceived the death penalty. The 
mayor himself was saved when 
he was secretly transferred to 
Montpellier under armed escort. 
On the same day, at Bourges, res­
istance members executed two 
other collaborationists whom 
de Gaulle had also reprieved.

Mine casualties are only a portion of America’s 
industrial accident toll, which runs into the millions 
every year. I t  is no mere figure of speech to say that 
capitalism derives its profits and privileges from  the 
very flesh and blood of the working class.

Aluminum Corporation 
Clocks Power Project

The Senate recently dumped overboard the proposed 
St. Lawrence Seaway project, advocated as a source 
of cheap government-produced power, which Hoover 
and Coolidge used as a campaign slogan even before 
Roosevelt.

The St. Lawrence project was defeated by a Senate 
vote of 56 to 25. Roosevelt, who demonstrated in the 
instance of his Wall Street appointees to the State 
Department that he can whip the Senate into line 
when he wants to, cpuld not even get the support of 
his Democratic majority. In  fact more Democrats than 
Republicans voted against the project.

The debate fo r the b ill revealed the real reasons 
fo r the Senate opposition. For the past twenty years, 
the Aluminum Corporation of America and Canada, 
and other powerful private utilities, have blocked the 
development of the St. Lawrence project. ALCOA, 
which controls some of the best power sites, desires 
a monopoly of water-power, v ita l to aluminum 
production.

Senator Aiken of Vermont, citing reports of the 
Power Authority of New York and testimony of gov­
ernment anti-trust suits against ALCOA, charged 
that the “ international aluminum monopoly has con­
sistently fought the St. Lawrence project while 
developing its  private power sites in Quebec to engage 
in a worldwide cartel which supplied Japan w ith  
aluminum prior to Pearl Harbor and gave Germany 
the lead over the USA in aluminum capacity and 
production.. .

Part of the ALCOA scheme is to escape the Am eri­
can anti-trust regulations and to develop its aluminum 
production facilities where labor costs are as much as 
50 per cent below the wages paid in American alum­
inum producing centers. “ I f  the St. Lawrence develop­
ment can be blocked,”  said Aiken, “ then the d r if t  of 
industry from  the northeastern USA to company 
towns owned by the aluminum monopoly and other 
industries in the Province of Quebec w ill be continued 
through the postwar period.”

Aiken "further pointed out that the private interests 
blocking the St. Lawrence project are the very ones 
which have received $100,000,000 of government funds 
fo r the construction of the privately-owned gigantic 
power and aluminum plant on the Saguenay River in 
Canada.


