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Labor Leaders 
W ill Speak A t 
Meeting For 12

The C ivil Rights Defense Corhmittee this week announced 
a list of distinguished labor and civil liberties leaders who w ill 
participate in the New York ‘‘Welcome Home”  Mass Meeting 
for James P. Cannon, Albert Goldman, Farrell Dobbs and Felix 
Morrow, 4 of the 12 imprisoned Trotskyists who. are being re
leased from federal prison on January 24. The meeting w ill be 
held at the Hotel Diplomat, 108 W. 43rd Street, on February 
2, 8 P. M. ®----------------------------------------------

Included among the speakers
who w i l l  g ree t the  M inneapolis 
Labo r Case prisoners are Osmond 
K . F raenkel, Counsel fo r  the 
A m erican  C iv il L ibe rties  U n ion ; 
James T. F a rre ll,  noted nove lis t 
and CRDC N a tion a l Chairm an; 
B en jam in  S. M cLa urin , In te rn a 
tio n a l F ie ld  O rgan izer, B ro th e r
hood o f S leeping Car Porters, 
A F L ;  B en jam in  A . Gebiner, A s
s is ta n t General Secretary o f the 
W orkm en ’s C irc le ; H enry  F ruch- 
te r , E ducationa l D irec to r, CIO 
U n ited  R e ta il, W holesale and 
D epa rtm en t Store Em ployes; 
George Novack, CRDC N a tion a l 
Secretary, w i l l  ch a ir the meeting.

A  b ig  tu rn -o u t is an tic ipa ted 
to  pay honor to  the Socia list 
W orkers P a r ty  and M inneapolis 
T ru ckd rive rs  Local 544 - CIO 
leaders who were ra ilroaded  to 
prison  by the Roosevelt ad
m in is tra tio n  because o f th e ir  
m il ita n t  defense o f la bo r’s r ig h ts  
and soc ia lis t opposition to  the 
im p e ria lis t w ar.

O TH ER M E E T IN G S
T h is  m eeting w i l l  be the f irs t  

o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  New  Y o rk  w o rk 
ers to  hear James P. Cannon, 
SW P N a tion a l Secretary, A lb e rt 
Goldman, defense a tto rn ey  in the 
M inneapo lis t r ia l ,  F a rre ll Dobbs, 
E d ito r  o f The M ilita n t,  and F e lix  
M o rro w , E d ito r  o f the F ourth  
In te rn a tio n a l, since the y  were 
fo rced  behind prison  bars on 
iN «w-Year'»-Eve a year ago.

A  M inneapo lis mass m eeting 
on Janua ry  27 w i l l  g ree t the 
o th e r released prisoners, Grace 
Carlson, V in cen t Dunne, M ax 
Geldman, Carlos Hudson, E m il 
Hansen, C arl Skoglund, Oscar 
Coover and Jake Cooper. A lb e r t  
Goldman w i l l  address a Chicago 
mass m eeting on Janua ry  25, a t 
the  Ashland A u d ito riu m , Ashland 
¡Blvd and Van Buren St., a t 8 
P. M.

These mass m eetings w i l l  be 
he ld n o t on ly  to  honor the 
released T ro ts k y is t figh te rs  fo r  
w o rke rs ’ r ig h ts , b u t to  ra l ly  labo r 
and progressive forces fo r  the 
ne x t steps in  the cam paign to 
repeal the in fam ous S m ith  “ Gag”  
A c t  under wh ich the T ro tsky is ts  
were the f irs t  labo r v ic tim s.

CRDC Fund Drive 
Goes Over Top

N E W  YO R K  C IT Y , Jan. 8—  
A  to ta l o f $5,500 was con
tr ib u te d  in  the $5,000 C h ris t
mas Fund Cam paign to aid 
the .M inneapolis Labor Case 
prisoners and th e ir  fam ilies , 
the C iv il R ights Defense Com
m ittee  N a tion a l O ffice an
nounced today.

George Novack, CRDC N a
tio n a l Secretary, expressed the 
deep apprecia tion o f his o r
ganization and o f the im 
prisoned labor leaders fo r  the 
generous response fro m  the 
many w o rk ing  class o rgan iza
tions and the local CRDC com
m ittees which helped pu t the 
fund cam paign over the top.

New York Local 
Phone Operators 
Vote to Strike

N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y  —  B y an 
overw helm ing m a jo r ity  o f 9,600 
against 250, the members o f the 
T ra ffic  Em ployes Association o f 
the New' Y o rk  Telephone Com
pany, an independent union, la s t 
week voted in  fa v o r o f a s tr ik e  
fo r  a $5 w eekly p a y  increase. The 
vote was ta k e ir  in-a'-2-73tty--NDRB, 
po ll.

T h is  is the second union o f te le 
phone operators in  the New Y ork  
area w h ich has voted to  s tr ik e  in 
the past tw o weeks because o f 
d isgust over the long delay of- the 
W LB  in  g ra n tin g  th e ir  wage 
demands. Over 3,000 members o f 
the Federation o f Long L ine  
Telephone O perators had p re v i
ously voted fo r  s tr ik e  action.

The s tr ik e  w i l l  no t begin u n t il 
a f te r  the  30 day "c o o lin g -o ff”  
period imposed under the  S m ith- 
Connally A n t i-S tr ik e  A c t. Th is 
also requires another vote a t the 
end o f the 30 day delay. Both 
unions are expected to coordinate 
th e ir  w a lkou ts, which th rea ten to 
t ie  up the  hub o f the na tion ’s 
com m unications.

Roosevelt Demands Slave Labor 
Bill In First Congress Message

© '

Negroes Denied War Jobs 
Despite Labor "Shortage”

By R. Chester
SAN FRANCISCO, Jan. 3.— The San Francisco Bay area 

has, according to various government officials, a severe man
power shortage. Periodic statements in the daily press stress the 
constant need for more men. Yet, in practice, this need takes 
second place to the practice of discrimination against Negroes. 
This practice is general. Here are a few experiences suffered 
by men working in a prominent, government-built shipyard, 
devoted exclusively to navy work.

“ Discrimination begins from & 
the time we hit the yard. I al
ways watch what happens to a
group of recruits,”  said Joe 
Green as he illustrated the scene 
tv ith  sardonic pantom im e. ‘They 
come up to the forem an’s desk 
w ith  sardonic pantom im e. “ They 
and' sizes them  up. He takes 
the  w h ite  men f ir s t .  ‘ 0 . K . you,’ 
he says po in tin g  to  the  f i r s t  
m an (w h ite ) ‘you s ta r t w o rk in g  
hero —  th is  man w i l l  show you 
w ha t to do —  and you, (w h ite  
man, too) you come over here —  
you w o rk  on th is  machine, th is  
m an w i l l  show you how ’ —  and 
so on.

“ And then he comes to the col
ored man. He picks up the pa
per, looks a t the  man quick, 
scratches h is cheek and walks 
around a l i t t le .  Then he comes 
back and looks a t the m an again 
and says: ‘W e ll, I  a in ’t  g o t any 
openings ju s t yet —- I  expect to 
have some soon —  we have to 
keep you busy. —  Suppose you 
take th is  broom fo r a w h ile  and 
sweep th is  aisle. As soon as I 
ge t som ething fo r  you I ’l l  put 
you on a m achine.’ T h a t job 
neve r comes up.

“ I t ’s a fun ny  th in g  about th a t 
Tiiroom,”  ru e fu lly  grinned my in 
fo rm a n t, “ i t ’s lik e  a cancer on the

nose. Once you go t it ,  i t  sticks, 
you ju s t can’ t  get r id  o f it .

“ M'en take i t  as long as they 
can. They are h ired  as m ach in
is t ’s helpers and they are in te r
ested in  le a rn ing  the w ork. They 
w ant to im prove themselves. B ut 
they don’t  get the chance. So 
they qu it. Colored men keep 
com ing and go ing. I ’ve seen over 
18 men go through m y depart
m ent in the la s t year.

T H É  BÉOOM S T IC KS
“ Suppose you p u t a squawk, as 

m y fr ien d  here tried . He’s been 
fig h tin g  to keep on the w o rk  he 
was hired to do, bu t he's s t i l l  on 
the broom .”

“ I  was h ired in  a m idwest 
state,’’ h is fr ien d  picked up the 
story. “ I  signed a six-m onth con
tra c t as a m ach in is t’s helper. 
They paid m y fare out here and, 
gave me a room in  the do rm ito ry . 
The f irs t week I  got a break and 
worked on the machine as a he lp
er. Then I  was sh ifted  to n igh ts 
because, they said, the job I  was 
on was fin ish ing. On n igh ts  the 
f ir s t  th in g  they did was give me 
the broom. There’s where iny 
troub le  started .

“ I  refused to take the broom.

First Act of New 
Congress Revives 
Dies Committee

By R. B e ll

The members of the new Con
gress had hardly warmed their 
seats when a coalition of Roose
velt Democrats and Dewey Re-' 
publicans led by poll-tax Ran
kin of Mississippi, anti-semite, 
labor-hater and Negro lynch 
inciter, pushed through an 
amendment setting up a perma
nent Committee on Un-Ameri
can Activities, more commonly 
known as the Dies Committee. 
By establishing the hated'Dies 
Committee as a permanent in
stitution in its first official ac
tion, the new Congress served 
notice of its aim to surpass the 
viciously anti-labor record of 
its predecessor.

In  its  s ix  years of existence the 
Dies Com m ittee had become a 
symbol of prejudice, b ig o try  and 
reaction. Under the pre text of 
in ves tiga ting  “ un-Am erican" ac
t iv it ie s  i t  had engaged in  unre
le n tin g  attacks upon organized 
labor. In d iv id u a ls  in  a l l w a lks 
o f life  who held op in ions consid
ered ta in ted  by “ lib e ra lism ”  be
came the objects of smear cam
paigns. Organized w itch -hunts 
were conducted against those 
whose ideas d idn ’t  conform  w ith  
the v io len t prejudices of M a rtin  
Dies and h is cohorts. So hated 
and discredited did  the Com m it
tee on U n-A m erican A c tiv it ie s  be
come th a t three, o f the,.more rab id

defeated in the la s t election and 
M artin  Dies h im se lf did net dare 
run  fo r reelection.

S LA P  A T  LA B O R
The CIO P o litica l A ction  Com

m ittee  made the Dies C om m it
tee a m a jo r issue in  the la s t 
election campaign. The libera ls 
and labor “ statesmen”  loud ly  p ro
claim ed the electora l defeat of 
Dies and h is henchmen as a death 
blow to reaction. James B. Carey, 
Secretary-Treasurer of the CIO. 
declared: “ I t  w i l l  be a better
Congress w ith o u t Dies, Starnes, 
Costello, Dewey, Busby and H am 
ilto n  F ish .”  The CIO News boast
ed jh a t  “ labo r’s con tribu tion  to
ward the re-election of President 
Roosevelt and the election of a 
more progressive Congress”  had 
won “ na tiona l recogn ition .”  The 
time-servers and pie-cards who 
packed the recent CIO convention 
cheered H illm a n  and M urray  to 
the  ra fte rs  fo r th e ir  election “ v ic 
to ry ’ ’ which “ e lim ina ted " the Dies 
Committee and returned a “ pro
gressive Congress" to Capitol 
H il l.

The rev iva l of the defunct Dies 
Com m ittee by the opening session 
o f Congress was a d irec t slap at 
the labor movement. B u t i t  is 
on ly  one in  a series of blows 
w h ich  have rewarded the labor 
lackeys fo r  the tim e, e f fo r t  and 
money spent in  ree lecting Roos
eve lt and o ther such “ friends of 
labor.”  Since the November 7 
e lection the Roosevelt A dm in is 
tra tio n  has taken the lead in 
pushing reactionary measures de-

Greek Premier Follows Allied 
Policy Of Counter-Revolution

By Joseph Hansen
The dance of puppets in the counter-revolutionary govern

ment which British imperialism is trying to impose on Greece 
continued this week with the spotlight shifting from the new re
gent, black-robed Archbishop Damaskinos, to his first premier, 
the be-mcdaled General Plastiras. This tubercular general was 
whisked by the British from his wheel chair on the French R i
viera several weeks ago and flown to Athens to replace puppet 
Papandreou.

The new p re m ie r’s f ir s t  public 
decla ra tion  was a demand th a t 
the Greek people la y  down th e ir  
arm s. T h is  s ign ified  a continua-

(Continued on page 2)

(Continued on page 5)

tion  o f C h u rch ill’s po licy o f blood 
and iron . “ I  don’t  see how we are 
go ing to solve the present prob
lem w ith o u t bloodshed,”  P lastiras  
announced on December 29 w ith  
g r im  cynicism , “ because we are 
fac in g  a plan th a t a im s a t 
p rovok ing  c iv il w a r to  serve 
o b s c u r e  fo re ig n  in te rests .”  
P lastiras , o f course, is subject to 
C h u rch ill’s orders to provoke 
c iv il w a r in  order to  m a in ta in  
B r ita in ’s economic and m il ita ry  
g r ip  on Greece.

When the Greek people swept 
K in g  Constantine fro m  the 
throne, fo rc in g  h im  to flee  in  a

B rit iá h  ba ttlesh ip  in  1922, P las
t ira s  acted as d ic ta to r. L a te r the 
m onarchy was again patched to 
gether. B r it is h  im peria lism  ob
v iously  hopes th a t P las tiras  w i l l  
now be able to reenact his role, 
no t as a fa rce  th is  tim e  b u t as 
a tragedy.

W hen he landed in Athens, De
cember 12, h« b it te r ly  denounced 
the E L A S  (G reek N a tion a l 
L ibe ra tion  A rm y ) w h ich  is the 
f ig h tin g  arm  o f the E A M  (Greek 
L ibe ra tion  F ro n t) .  The cabinet 
set up by P las tiras  is a body o f 
B r it is h  qu is lings.

W h ile  C h u rch ill’s p u p p e t s  
gyra ted m ad ly  about th e ’ p o lit ic a l 
stage, A llie d  troops continued 
th e ir  ruth less w a rfa re  on the 
Greek people. Tanks, airp lanes,

heavy a r t i l le ry  proceeded aga inst 
the partisan?. A ccord ing to la test 
reports, the E L A S  has now been 
forced to w ith d ra w  fro m  Athens.

The c iv il w a r is a ffe c tin g  the

(Continued on page 3)

Calls For Immediate Action 
On Forced Labor Measures
Political Agents of Big Business Combine 
To Enslave Workers and Paralyze Unions

By C. Thomas

F o llow ing  on the heels o f  a na tiona l campaign 
to  w h ip  up sentim ent fo r  labor conscrip tion , Roose
velt subm itted his annual message to the new Con
gress dem anding im m ediate enactment o f  fo rced  la 
bo r leg is la tion. Roosevelt’ s lengthy message can be 
boiled down to the fo llo w in g  specific proposals: ( 1 )  
a N ationa l Service Act to  be adopted ‘at the earliest 
possible m o m e n t;’ ( 2 )  im m ediate leg is la tion  p ro 
v id in g  fo r  the conscrip tion  o f those now classified as 
4-F (3 )  un iversal peacetime m ilita ry  tra in in g  fo r  
A m erican yo u th ; and (4 )  am endment o f  the Selec
tive  Services Act ‘ to p ro  
v ide fo r  the in d u c tio n  o f 
nurses in to  the armed 
forces.’

These fou r measures were the 
on ly concrete leg is la tive  propos
als made by Roosevelt. In  es
sence they embody the domestic 
program  of the  fo u rth  te rm  ad
m in is tra tio n . These measures 
are intended to supplement Roos
eve lt’s job-freeze decrees, to place 
p ra c tica lly  the whole w o rk ing  
population under the con tro l of 
a m il ita ry  caste, to Prussianize 
Am erican life , and to s tra itja oke t 
the labor movement.

W A L L  S TR E E T P L A N
The plan to conscrip t labor 

fo r  w o rk  in  p riva te  in d u s try  was 
conceived in  W a ll Street. I t  was 
o rig ina ted  by G renv ille  C la rk , a 
notorious W a ll S treet law yer. I t  
was embraced by Roosevelt and 
is being spearheaded by h is  brass 
hats. I t  was kep t h idden d u rin g  
the recent election campaign to 
enable the treacherous labor bu r
eaucrats to  deceive the workers.
I t  is  advanced now a t a  “ psycho
log ica l”  m oment when rum ors of 
trem endous casualties are caus
in g  great foreboding.

Those solely and d ire c tly  re 
sponsible fo r  the recent m ilita ry  
reverses are a tte m p tin g  to  fan  
th is  a la rm  in to  an em otional 
blaze aga inst the labo r move
m ent. They have whipped up an 
hys taaa  under cover o f which B ig 
Business aims to enslave the 
w orkers by cha in ing them  to  th e ir 
jobs a t wages, hours and w o rk 
in g  conditions d ic ta ted by the 
em ployers. Roosevelt is  the in 
s trum en t th rough  which these 
aim s are being advanced.

In  in tro du c ing  h is  forced labor 
proposal, Roosevelt departed from

•> -

his usual dece itfu l w indow-dress
ing. A  year ago, when he firs t 
proposed a  forced labor law, Roos
evelt made i t  p a rt of a “ 5-poijit 
program .”  The “ program ”  called 
fo r  laws to take “ undue pro fits 
out o f war*”  to  place a ce iling 
over food costs, and to re-enact 
the “ s tab iliza tion ”  statutes.

“ These five measures taken to
gether,”  declared Roosevelt, 
“ fo rm  a ju s t and equitable whole, 
I  would not recommend a na tion
a l Service law  unless -the other 
laws were passed to keep down 
the cost of liv in g , to share equi
tab ly  the burdens o f taxa tion, to 
ho ld the s tab iliza tion  lin e  and to 
preven t undue p ro fits .”

Ih  v iew  o f What has occurred 
the 5-point program  sounds lik e  
a hideous jest. W ar pro fits  have 
soared to the  highest olevels in  
h is to ry . A n  increasing load of 
taxes has been burdened on those 
least able t o ' pay w h ile  the cor
porations have accumulated b il
lions in  tax reserves and refunds. 
The cost of l iv in g  has continued 
to  rise, due la rge ly  to skyrocket
in g  food prices. The on ly  po in t o f 
Roosevelt’s “ program ”  th a t has 
been r ig id ly  enforced is the wage
freezing L i t t le  Steel fo rm ula .

“ T H E  G R E A T  L IB E R A L ”
In  his la tes t proposal fo r  labo r 

conscrip tion  Roosevelt fa iled  to  
u tte r  “ a m um b ling  w ord”  about 
h is abortive  5-po in t p rogram  or 
o f h is equa lly de funct 7 -po in t 
“ s ta b iliz a tio n ”  program . N o r did 
he bother to  sugar-coat the b itte r  
slave labo r p i ll.  He b lu n tly  
demanded a na tiona l service law  
th a t would assure “ the r ig h t  
num bers o f w orkers in  the r ig h t  
places a t the r ig h t  tim es.”  
Roosevelt demands th a t the 
w orkers be degraded to  the level

Soviet Prisoners Of War Hail 
Rising Revolution In Europe

Many Russian prisoners of 
war are anti-Stalin, and look 
for the Socialist United States 
of Europe to bring peace, ac
cording to a letter received by 
the Socialist Appeal, organ of 
the Revolutionary Communist 
Party, British section of the 4th 
International.

“ Dear Comrades,”  the le tte r 
says; “ I have come in to  contact 
w ith  some Russian prisoners — 
some belong to the U kra ine  and 
others (Mongols) from  Turkes
tan.

“ There has not been much tim e 
to ta lk  to them up to now. I have 
ta lked to a few U kra in ians, who 
weqe on Collectives there. Most 
of them are young lads. I t  is so 
in te res ting  to hoar them ta lk  of 
the Collectives. Each Collective 
consists of about seventeen o r so

houses w ith  1,000 hectares (about 
2400 acres) o f land. P lann ing is 
carried  out by an elected soviet 
w ith  a president as d irector. The 
w o rk  is d is tribu ted  and planned 
by th is  body. D iv is ion  of produce 
is carried ou t on the p rinc ip le  of 
so much g ra in  fo r each day’s 
w o rk  per m in . They seem very 
keen on th e ir  Collectives and 
were countcrposing i t  to C ap ita l
is t  land tenure. The w ord ‘egal’ 
keeps cropping up, i t  means equal 
in  German. They are a ll so keen 
to learn, and love to converse and 
discuss th ings.

“ There was one fe llow  in  par
t ic u la r who acted as group lead
er. He asked various questions: 
‘W hat hours do you w o rk  in  the 
d iffe re n t industries? W hat is the 
pay?’ And many others concern
in g  labor conditions here. I  an
swered h im  po in tin g  ou t tha t

overtim e had become som ething 
lik e  w hat he knew  as Staklian- 
ovism. The heavy taxa tion  by 
the state I  also dw elt upon.

“ To the question o f ‘How long 
w i l l  the w ar last?’ I  had to go 
deeper: u n t il the p ro le ta ria t of 
Europe in s titu te  ‘ the Socialist 
U n ited States of Europe.’ He 
w ent in to  raptu rous agreement. 
He was surprised when I  men
tioned Z im m erw ald and chauvin
ism, ‘D ie In te rn a tio n a l K aput,’ 
(The T h ird  In te rn a tio n a l Is 
Dead!) ‘Long L ive  the 4th In te r 
na tiona l.’ W hen I  said th a t the 
European revo lu tion  w o u l d  
tum ble the bureaucrat S ta lin  an'd 
b ring  Russia again on the path 
mapped ou t by Len in  and T rotsky, 
he was rapturous and hastened 
to expla in i t  to the other com
rades.”

Government Uses 
Ward Case to Aid 
Anti-Strike Power

By A r t  Preis
In the guise of a federal court 

action ostensibly d i r e c t e d  
against a recalcitrant employer 
in the Montgomery Ward case, 
the Roosevelt administration is 
attempting to fo rtify  its legal 
powers for government strike
breaking through plant "seiz
ures.”

T h a t was the  clear m eaning 
o f ad m in is tra tion  argum ents be
fo re  federa l cou rt hearings which 
opened in  Chicago la s t M onday. 
T he.governm ent is seeking an in 
ju nc tio n  to  ba r company “ in te r 
ference”  w ith  governm ent opera
tion  o f 16 W ard  properties 
“ seized”  in  o rder to  h a lt  s trikes 
in  D e tro it, Chicago and Kansas 
C ity , Mo., as w e ll as a threatened 
CIO “ labo r h o lid ay ”  in  the auto 
center.

In  presenting the governm ent’s 
b r ie f  H ugh Cox, A ss is tan t S o lic i
to r  General, stated f la t ly  th a t 
“ the rea l question here is whether 
the U n ited  States has the power 
in  tim e  o f w a r to take possession 
wherein a labo r controversy 
threatens to  in te rfe re  w ith  the 
successful prosecution o f the 
w a r.”

N O T FO R LA B O R
“ We are no t here to argue the 

m erits  o f the labo r con troversy,”  
he adm itted, “ because we are no t 
here to  assist labo r o r to  v in 
dicate the  W a r Labor Board.”  The 
m ain  issue, he contended, was the 
th re a t to the “ s truc tu re  and or-

(Continued on page-5 ) * I
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AMERICAN ARM Y OFFICER 
A TTACKS FRENCH UNION

'l lie following is an extract from a letter written last Novem
ber by a leading member o f the Longshoremen’s Union of Gran
ville France to the central trade union body of the Department 
of de la Manche located at Cherbourg. It demonstrates the con
temptuous fascist-minded attitude of the U.S. officer caste toward 
the French people they have supposedly come to “ liberate.”  It 
also reveals the same hostility toward trade unionism in France 
that the brass hats’ display in this country.

“ Today the union com m ittee ®~
was summoned to  the h ir in g  h a ll 
to  learn th a t i t  had been liq u id 
ated. The reasons: because i t  had 
been organized and because o f its  
purposes. A t  the same tim e  a no
tice  was pu t up on the bu lle tin  
board w ith  a w a rn ing  to  the same 
e ffec t. Here is a fu l l  reproduction 
o f it .

Nov. 11, 1944

“ Hq. Sub. P o rt G ranv ille , E le 
venth P o rt, N orm andy Base See 
Com. Z, APO 562 U . S. A rm y .

“ A n y  employe found belonging 
to  o r a ff ilia te d  w ith  the Labor
ers Trade U n ion  o f th is  P o rt w i l l  
be im m ed ia te ly  f ire d .”

W ill ia m  Hum m el,
L t .  Colonel P o rt Command

“ We no tifie d  the  local un ion,”  
the longshorem en’s leader w rite s , 
“ and; accompanied by tw o  dele
gates, we asked fo r  an in te rv ie w  
w ith  the Colonel who signed the 
notice. O n ly one o f the delegates,

comrade M in ieux, waS received. 
Here in substance is the dialogue 
between them :

“ The Colonel: I  am a so ld ier.
I  am boss here. I  do no t w an t to  
hear any ta lk  about a trade  union. 
I f  we em ploy Frenchmen, i t  is  
pu re ly  out o f cha rity .

“ M in ieu x : Trade unions are le 
ga l and recognized by the French 
Government.

“ The Colonel: T h a t’s enough. 
I ’ve-spoken. Get out, o r I ’l l  have 
you arrested.”

“ P. S. Accord ing to  our m ost 
recent in fo rm a tio n , the un ion 
com m ittee has been suspended fo r  
e igh t days and an in ves tig a tion  
w ill be made o f its  s ix  members. 
O nly those w i l l  be reh ired  whom 
the in ves tig a tion  finds  are n o t 
im p lica ted. M eanw hile the Colon
el h im se lf has form ed a union and 
has designated s ix  delegates (tw o  
are trade  un ion is ts  and have a l
ready handed in  th e ir  resigna
tions ; t ile  others are n o t.) ”

Congress Hoists Its Flag
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By Joseph K e lle r

Socialist Workers Party Branches Speed 
Contributions Toward $18,000 Fund

Battlelines Form in UAW Referendum $28,000 Party Expansion Fund
A F itting  Welcome to Our 18 Class-War Prisoners

By Rose K ttrsner, Campaign D ire c to r
Less than tw o  weeks to  go*— and the 12 im prisoned comrades 

w i l l  be back in  our ranks. The best way to  celebrate th e ir  home- 
com ing is to  score the h ighest possible percentage in  the $18,000 
P a rty  Expansion Fund fo r  the January 27th issue o f  The M ilita n t,  i

F R IE N D S  A N D  S Y M P A T H IZ E R S , dem onstrate you r s o lid a rity ! 
Send your con tribu tions to  the  na tiona l office o f the Socia list W o rk 
ers P a rty .

The branches o f the  p a rty  are a ll s tepping up th e ir  collections 
o f pledges in  the cam paign. M any expect to  complete th e ir  quotas 
by January 23rd. Some w i l l  need the fu l l  th ree  m onths, b u t a ll 
w i l l  fu l f i l l  th e ir  quotas— and m ore— by M arch 1st.

FROM  TH E  BRANCHES
San Francisco, Anne: “ I t  was a  l i t t le  d if f ic u lt  g e ttin g  started 

on the collections fo r  the Expansion Fund, due to  the  heavy expenses 
we were under p r io r  to  the convention, b u t we w i l l  t r y  to  fu l f i l l  our 
quota by the tim e  our comrades are released fro m  prison .”

Los Angeles, Dan Roberts: “ Enclosed find  tw o  checks fo r  the 
special fund. We are ta k in g  steps to  speed up the collections.”

Toledo, M ac: “ C o llections.have been com ing in  s lo w ly  due to 
the ho liday season, as many o f our comrades had to  lose w o rk  days 
to  celebrate C hristm as w ith  th e ir  ch ildren. However, we hope to 
collect our auota by the 22nd o f January and go over i t  be fore the 
cam paign is over.”

Chicago, Belle : “ Enclosed find check on our quota. W e expect 
to fo rg e  ahead in the next m onth now th a t C hris tm as and New Year 
are over.”

M ilwaukee, H . B urns: “ We had though t th a t we would be able 
to make the complete quota by January  20th, b u t we w i l l  n o t q liite i 
make i t .  A l l  bu t one comrade, due to  special economic circumstances, 
w i l l  be able to  fu l f i l l  th e ir  pledges by th a t date.”  W e are sure th a t 
M ilw aukee w i l l  find some w ay o f com ple ting  its  quota in  tim e  fo r  
the Jan. 27th issue o f The M ilita n t.

Boston: F. Danie ls sent in  another check tow a rd  th e ir  quota 
which b rings th is  branch to  th ird  on the lis t.  A t  th is  ra te , Boston 
w il l  sure ly  be among the hundred percenters b y  January  27th.

T w in  C ities, M inn, bears w a tch ing  on the  Scoreboard. W hen they 
get go ing they shoot r ig h t  ahead. T h is  week they w iped out th e ir  
zero. I t  w on’t  be long before the y  w i l l  be tow a rd  the  top o f the lis t.

P ittsbu rgh , J. Cook: “ A  b r ie f note to  apologize fo r  ou r tardiness. 
We have assessed ourselves $80 in  the  P a rty  Expansion Fund. We 
expect to  complete th is  quota by the end o f Janua ry .”

Q uakertow n: “ W e are scattered and don’t  ge t toge the r ve ry  
o ften , b u t we hope to  have our quota f i l le d  by January  22nd.”

P lenty wood: “ Just a line  to -day in  regards to  the  p a r ty  fund. 
The enclosed $20 is fro m  a sm all group here. T h a t is the  best we 
can do a t th is  tim e  b u t w i l l  t r y  to  send m ore.”  A  good example to  
o ther groups o f frien ds  and sym path izers!

Philadelph ia , D. F .: “ A t  the same tim e  th a t we are ra is in g  the 
quota in  the  E jfran s io n  Fund cam paign, we have expanded our local 
budget g re a tly , and we are keeping up our m on th ly  S usta in ing  Fund 
to  the na tiona l office. We sha ll do our best however, to  send in  as 
much as possible by January 22nd, and we sha ll ce rta in ly  have m et 
the  en tire  quota before M arch 1st.”  W e m ig h t add here, th a t alm ost 
a l l the  branches and locals are keeping up  w ith  th e ir  m onth ly , 
S usta in ing  Fund, While collections on the  special fun d  proceeds.

The CIO U n ited  A utom obile  
W orke rs ’ na tiona l re ferendum  on, 
the no -s tr ike  pledge is an ex-' 
tra o rd in a ry  event in  the Am erican 
trade  union movement. T h is  re 
ferendum , fo r  w h ich  the m a ilin g  
o f ba llo ts  began January  4, in 
volves the vote o f over 1,200,000 
w orkers on the m ost im m ediate 
and v ita l issufe con fro n tin g  the 
labo r movement, the no-strike; 
pledge.

M em bership referendum s are 
no t unique in  the unions. B u t 
a lm ost in va ria b ly  they have dealt 
w ith  problem s which are la rg e ly  
o rgan iza tiona l, such as a ffilia -! 
tions, dues increases o r elections 
o f officers. In  th is  instance an 
e n tire  un ion m em bership— o f the 
m ost pow erfu l and dynam ic uYiion' 
in  the  coun try— is being polled on 
a basic po licy  a ffe c tin g  the en tire  
organized labo r movement.

Today, the U A W -C IO  is a 
ba ttleground o f contending forces. 
On one side, f ig h tin g  fo r  revoca
t io n  o f the no -s trike  pledge, are 
th e  m ilita n t men and women in 
the  ranks, loca l o fficers and com
m itteem en, who da ily  fee l the 
w fiip -lash  o f corpora tion provoca
tions. A g a in s t them  stand the top 
bureaucrats, d raw ing  down com
fo rta b le  salaries, ’m ote a t home 
in  the w a iting -room  o f the em
ployers and c a p ita lis t governm ent 
o ffic ia ls  than among the  workers 
and th e ir  s trugg les in  the shops. 
A round these bureaucrats are 
lined up the most treacherous 
agents o f cap ita lism  w ith in  the 
union, no tab ly  the S ta lin is ts .

W ith in  the  pas t fo u r  weeks 
these opposing forces have been 
increasing the  tem po o f th e ir  
s trugg le . The D e tro it  W ard s tr ik e  
gave an unexpected im petus to  
th is  s trugg le . Reports fro m  the 
center o f the  auto in d u s try  d is
close th a t the  W ard  s tr ik e  in 
spired a wave o f labo r m ilita n cy , 
rem in iscent o f the days o f the 
g re a t auto s trikes . T h is  response 
o f the  ranks in  support o f the 
W ard  s tr ik e  in  tu rn  aroused 
f ra n t ic  fe a r among the U A W  tops 
and th e ir  S ta lin is t henchmen. 
B oth  forces have geared up th e ir  
propaganda campaigns, u t il iz in g  
every means a t th e ir  command to 
reach and in fluence the m em ber
ship. The referendum  fig h t ovèr 
the  no -s tr ike  pledge in  the  U A W  
appears to  be developing in to  a 
momentous s trugg le .

* * *
The Rank and F ile  Caucus, 

w h ich organized the m agnificent 
fou r-d ay  b a ttle  aga inst the  no
s tr ik e  pledge a t  'the la s t U A W  
convention, has become the ra l ly 
in g  center fo r  the  m ilita n ts  in  the 
re ferendum  cam paign. I t  has 
established a la rg e  and pow erfu l 
com m ittee in  W ayne County 
(D e tro it.) and in it ia te d  an in 
creasing ly  agressive d rive  to  
m ob ilize  the votes aga inst the  no- 
s tr ik e  surrender po licy.

Last week, the Rank and F ile  
s teering  com m ittee issued a 
s tro n g ly  - worded pam phlet fo r  
c ircu la tio n  to  the auto workers 
th roughou t the  country . The 

<t>amphlet called on the auto w o rk 
ers to  “ restore the fig h tin g  
s tre n g th ”  o f th e ir  un ion by re
scind ing the no -s trike  pledge fo r  
which “ labor sacrificed eve ry th ing  
and gained no th ing .”

The im pos ition  o f  the no -s trike  
po licy  on the w orkers, states the 
pam phlet, m eant the  -sacrifice o f 
la b o r’s m ost p o w e rfu l weapon “ in 
the fig h t against the  b ig  monop
o lis ts  who always seek to  lower 
l iv in g  standards and crush our

Buy TH E  M IL IT A N T
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organ iza tion .”  A t  the  same 'tim e,' 
the em ployers’ “ no lock - out 
pledge”  was a "c ru e l joke plaÿed 
on us. . . Companies needed labor 
to  m a in ta in  the  h ighest salaries 
in  the h is to ry  o f co rpora tion  ex
ecutives, and the la rges t, f a t 
test, bloodiest p ro fits  the w orld  
has ever known.”

The pam phlet 'e ffec tive ly  an
swers the flag -W avihg  propa
ganda o f the lab'Or-haters th a t 
m il ita n t  defense o f  la bo r’s r ig h ts  
is “ aga inst the in te res ts ”  o f the 
the “ boys in  the  foxholes.”  
“ The boÿs in  the  foxholes are 
our re la tives . . . W hen we f ig h t 
to  make our un ion s trong  and 
e ffe c tive , we also are f ig h tin g  fo r  
them .”

>. * I*

W h ile  the m il ita n t  ra n k  and 
file  m ust depend solely on th e ir  
own resources and s treng th  to  
spread the message o f th e ir  op
position to  the  no -s tr ike  pledge, 
the U A W  heads have found 
pow erfu l a llies outside th e ir  own 
union to  aid th e ir  a ttem p t to  r iv e t 
the  no - s tr ik e  shackles more 
securely on the membership.

The M u rra y -H illm a n  machine 
in  the na tiona l CIO has th row n 
its  in fluence behind the U A W  
top  leadership, Thomas-Addes- 
Frankensteen-Reuther. The cap i
ta lis t  press fro m  coast to  coast 
has opened its  columns gener
ously to  the no - s tr ik e  ran ting s  
and do w n -righ t slanders against 
the  m ilita n ts  issu ing fro m  the 
b u ll- fro g  th ro a t o f R. J. Thomas, 
U A W  President.

The rad io  m onopoly has placed 
a s ta te-w ide M ich igan hook-up at 
the disposal o f1 Thomas, Addes, 
Frankensteen and Reuther, ac
cord ing to  the S ta lin is t D a ily  
W orker. They are scheduled to 
speak in  fa vo r o f the no -s trike  
po licy next week over s ta tion  
W X Y Z . W a lte r Reuther, whose 
game o f “ le f t  cover”  fo r  the  top  
bureaucrats is ra p id ly  p lay in g  
its e lf  out, is  no longer able to 
s tradd le the fence. He is  lin in g  
h im se lf up openly w ith  the camp 
he has always re a lly  served, the 
serv ile  leadership aga inst the 
m ilita n t ranks.

The m ain organizers and cam 
paigners foi- the  leadersh ip ’s 
reac tiona ry  po licy  are the S ta lin 
ists. W hole pages o f the  D a ily  
W orke r are be ing devoted eve ry  
day to  s landering the U A W  m il i
tan ts, pub lic iz ing  the a n ti-s tr ik e  
statem ents o f the U A W  o ffic ia ls , 
and c la n io rin g  fo r  con tinuation  o f 
the no -s trike  pledge.

Inside the U A W , the  S ta lin is ts  
in it ia te d  the Com m ittee to U p 
hold the N o -S trike  Pledge, which 
they  and th e ir  fron t-m en  contro l 
and activa te. T h is  has become the 
p rinc ip a l m ach inery fo r  w h ipp ing  
up support fo r  the  no -s trike  
po licy. Thus, the S ta lin is ts  are 
speàr-heading the  no -s trike  drive  
and have th row n  th e ir  trem end
ous m a te ria l resources behind the 
U A W  tops.

*  *  *

The Ü À W  leaders find  them - 
1 selves dependent in  the reféren- 
‘ dum  b a ttle  oh shameless finks 
1 and strikebreakers. F o r alone in  
1 th e  'entire labo r m ovem ent, the 

S ta lin is ts  openly attacked the 
M on tgom ery W ard  strikes.

The D a ily  W orker, January 6, 
1 publishes a le tte r  fro m  N a t 

Ganley, S ta lin is t business agent 
o f U A W  Local 155, to  John W . 
Gibson, P resident o f the  M ich igan 
C IO  Council, assa iling  the la t te r ’s 
support o f the  Ward strike .

E ve ry  w orker knows th a t 
Roosevelt s ta lled fo r  over fo u r 
years on the  issue o f A v e ry ’s 
repeated défiance o f W L B  dirèc- 

, tives. The only tim e  he acted was 
i a fte r  the  Workers w ent on s trike .
. Y e t Gahley dishes ou t the  

astounding a rgum ent th a t “ the 
s tr ik e  did no t compel President 
Roosevelt to  act, bu t made i t  
ha rder fo r  h im  to  act.”  T h a t’s the 
s tu f f  the S ta lin is ts  are t ry in g  to 
peddle to  the auto w orkers!

The fo llow ing  le tte r fro m  Mil-, 
waukee is  fu r th e r proof th a t Our. 
subscribers are he lp ing  us get 
The M il ita n t  in'to the hands o f as 
m any w orkers as possible:

“ W h ile  in  conversation w ith  
friends  'and  re la tives on C h ris t
mas Day, I  spoke of the w o rk  of 
the  Socia list W orkers P a rty  and 
The M ilita n t.  I  said, when ques
tioned, th a t I  was w h o lly  in  ac
cord w ith  it .  A t  f irs t they were 
shocked, bu t as I  ta lked, one by 
one they became interested.

“ They had never heard o f the 
paper, bu t three o f them  became 
in terested enough to  w ant the  in 
trodu c to ry  o ffe r. There fore, en
closed is 50 cents fo r  tw o  Of the 
Subscrip tions; the th ird  w i l l  he 
sent as soon as I  receive his 
address.

“ H op ing to  in te res t more peo
ple in  The M ilita n t,  I  rem ain.”

* * £
Accord ing to a le tte r from  Mac 

Ingersol, O rganizer fo r  Toledo, 
they are going to concentrate on 
se lling  subscrip tions there:

“ Enclosed are three 6-month 
t r ia l  subscriptions.

“ W ill you please send us some 
regu la r subscrip tion blanks fo r 
The M ilita n t.  I  saw some tha t

L a r ry  had in  D e tro it w h ich  had 
a receipt attached. We 'th in k  
th a t th is  is an excellent idea.

“ We are p lann ing  to make a 
special e ffo r t to get subs at the 
new low  rates. We are sending 
a le tte r  to  a num ber o f people who 
are acquainted w ith  The M ilita n t  
th rough a free m a ilin g  tha t we 
sent out. A lso expect to have a 
g rea t deal o f success w ith  the L a 
bor T a r ty  pam phlet and th is  w ill 
be used to  boost our sale o f M il i
ta n t subscrip tions.”

* *  *
B u ffa lo  is ge tting  results in  sell

in g  subscriptions. L ibb y  w rites : 
“ Enclosed are five 1-year subs, 
two of them new; also fou r pre-; 
m ium  subs and three new 25c. 
t r ia l  subs. B e tte r send me 25 
more 25c. sub cards.”

*  *  *

The la test repbrt from  our 
P ittsbu rgh  agent, J. Cook, ex
presses op tim ism :

“ Enclosed is $20 in  paym ent 
fo r  our bundle accounts. Please 
clean o ff our debt on the special 
sub cards w ith  th is . We have 
been en joy ing  a l i t t le  headway o f 
la te  and in  the excitem ent s lig h tly  
overlooked ou r regu lar ob liga
tions. Note enclosed t r ia l  sub to 
The M ilita n t."

*  * *
J . B lack o f New Y o rk  C ity  had 

the  fo llo w in g  in te re s tin g  oppor
tu n ity  to  sell a subscrip tion : “ I  
was reading The M il ita n t  w h ile  I  
was eating . The w a ite r looked a t: 
the paper and said, ‘Is  i t  fo r  the 
workers, is i t  a labor paper? ’ 
‘You bet i t  is,’ I  said and I  gave 
h im  the copy t  was reading. The 
next tim e I  ate in  th a t res tau ran t 
he approached me and asked how 
he could get th a t paper regu la rly ., 
I  Sold h im  a s ix -m onth  sub.”

B uy T H E  M IL IT A N T  and
F O U R T H  IN T E R N A T IO N A L  

in

NEWARK
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423 S pring fie ld  Avenue
Open D a ily :

10:30 A . M . -5 :3 0  P. M .
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Oscar Shoenfeld 
Will Address 
New York Forum

N E W  YORK, Jan. 7 —  On Sun
day, January 14th a t 8 p. m. the 
New Y ork  School of Social Sci
ence presents Oscar Shoenfeld, 
one of the 18 M inneapolis Labor 
Defendants, who w i l l  speak on 
the Program  and Policies of the 
T ro tsky is t Movement.

D iscussing “ The C iv il W ar in 
Greece”  a t the fo rum  held ton igh t 
Comrade Joseph Hansen gave an 
excellent presentation. The liv e ly  
discussion w h ich  followed con ti
nued long a fte r the close of the 
question period.

The New Y ork School an
nounces th a t no fo rum  has been 
scheduled fo r  Sunday, January 21. 
On th a t evening the New Y ork 
local of the Socialist W orkers 
P a rty  w i l l  ho ld a Lenin-Luxem - 
burg-L iebkneclit M em oria l Meet
ing. A ll readers of The M ilita n t  
who have been a ttend ing  the fo 
rum s are urged to attend th is  
M em oria l M eeting w h ich w i l l  be 
held a t I rv in g  Plaza H a ll, I rv in g  
Place and 15th Street, N. Y. C.

Youth Speaker 
Opposes War

W ith  the events in  B elg ium , 
I ta ly  and Greece in d e lib ly  im 
pressed on th e ir  m inds, and W ith 
the il lu s io n  of the “ war fo r  dem
ocracy”  be ing shattered b y  the 
-counter-revo lu tionary actions of 
A llie d  troops in  Europe, th ir ty -  
e igh t young people heard Jack 
M axw ell answer the question “ Is 
T h is  W ar A ga inst Fascism?”  at 
a m eeting o f the Socia list Youth 
Forum , F rid a y  Jan. -5.

F o llow ing  Comrade M axw e ll’s 
presentation there was a discus
sion , period in  w h ich  th is  v ita l 
question was answered decisively.

A l l  young readers o f The M il i 
tan t are in v ite d  to  attend the So
c ia lis t You th  Forum s held e-very 
F rid a y  n ig h t a t e igh t o’clock at 
the New Y ork  School o f Social 
Science, 1 Í6  U n ive rs ity  Place.

Pioneer
Notes

“ The H is to ry  o f Am erican T ro t
sky ism ”  by James P. Cannon is 
arousing in te rest in  m any circles. 
Orders are com ing in  from  in d i
viduals, lib ra ries , un ive rs ities  and 
bookstores th roughou t the  coun
try . P ioneer has received more 
orders from  com m ercial houses 
fo r th is  book in  the few months 
since its  pub lica tion  than fo r any 
o ther o f its  books in a like  period.

M any f in e  tr ib u te s  have come 
in  fro m  p a r ty  members. The fo l
lo w in g  tw o  are o f p a rtic u la r in 
terest.

One who has been a Socia list 
W orkers P a rty  member fo r six 
years w rite s : “ I  had heard a 
couple o f the lectures on The H is 
to ry  of Am erican T ro tsky ism  and 
now find th a t the book reads w ith  
a l l the fla vo r and c la r ity  tha t 
Cannon always brings to h is lec
tu res .”

F rom  a member o f s ix months 
standing, wc hear: “ As a new 
m ember o f the P a rty , I  was very 
much in terested in  The H is to ry  o f 
Am erican T ro tsky ism . I  read i t  
a t the tim e  of the pre-convention 
discussion, ju s t a fte r a ve ry  heat
ed m eeting wh ich I  found extrem e 
ly  d is tu rb ing . I t  was reassuring 
to  me a t tha t tim e  to. read what 
storm s the p a rty  had ridden out 
successfully.

“ A lso, w hatever fee lin g  I  had 
le ft  of p u ttin g  m y fa ith  en tire ly  
in  in d iv id u a ls  ra th e r than in  
ideas was forever dissipated by 
th is  hook. I  learned to adm ire 
the p a rty  leaders because they 
Were wise enough to place the 
im portance of Correct Ideas, the 
p a rty  line, above any considera
tio n ; and to rem ain undaunted by 
such hardsh ips as be ing reduced 
to a hand fu l of members. B u t I  
realized th a t streng th  la y  not in 
the in d iv id u a ls  as hUmhn beings, 
b u t in  the  ideas w h ich  they kept 
classified and true .”

O rder from  Pioneer Publishers 
116 U n iv e rs ity  Place, NeW Y ork  -3, 
N . Y . Paper, $2.00, clcthbound. 
$2.75.
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(Continued fro m  page 1)
Pushing a broom is labo rer’s 
w ork  and in y  con tract said m a
c h in is t’s helper. I  to ld  them  so. 
They sent me to the personnel 
departm ent. A fte r  heaving m y 
story, the personnel manager 
said: ‘O. K . I ’l l  p u t you back 
on days and see th a t you get ma
c h in is t’s he lper’s w ork. B u t don’t 
te ll anyone w hat happened on 
n igh ts .’

R E P LA C E D  B Y  W H IT E
“ The forem an took me to  the 

quarterm an and to ld  h im  I  was 
being trans fe rre d  back to  days. 
The quarterm an sa id : ‘ I  don’t  
have any w ork  fo r  h im — put him  
back on n ig h ts .’ So back I  went 
to  personnel. Personnel then to ld  
me to  s tay on my o ther job  u n til 
they fin d  som ething. So I stayed. 
A week la te r  they pu t me on 
po lish ing brass. M eanw hile I 
found out th a t a w h ite  man had 
been pu t on the job  I  o r ig in a lly  
had.

“ About th a t tim e we got a new 
forem an. He assigned me to  
p ick ing  up s ticks and scraps. I 
refused. He sent me to personnel 
and we w ent over the whole busi
ness again. F in a lly , personnel 
said: ‘Do as you are to ld  o r get 
you r release.’ I  was p re tty  sore 
and said the release is O. K. 
w ith  me.

"B u t I  had to change m y m ind. 
I  d id n ’t  have a n y  money. The 
checks come th rough  the week 
a fte r you w ork, and they take 
out you r ren t, war-bond money 
and o ther th in gs  in  advance. I  had 
been bo rrow ing  ‘money from  my 
friends. I  did not have the price 
of a fa re  home. The release they 
would give hie would prevent me 
from  ta k in g  a job on an y  other 
w ar work.

“ I  w ent back to  personnel and 
said th a t I  would stay on and take 
an y th in g  th a t th e y  gave me. He 
got n icer then ahd sent me back 
to the quarterm an. The qua rte r- 
m ail acted big. ‘A s long  as you 
take orders 6 .K ., ’ he said, ‘bu t 
IF you come here to  te ll me how 
to  run  the  shop, I  get so re / And 
I  stood the re  and took i t .  J ive  
been on the broom ever since.”

The f irs t man took up the story 
again. “ M y  troub le  was g e ttin g  
a raise. I  have been here 16 
months. I  was an 'experienced 
m ach in is t before I  cable here and 
I  started before ihos't of the col
ored men were hired. T ha t is 
how I  missed the broom. I  got 
a repu ta tion  fo r  do ing good work.

“ M y k jc k  was th a t I  worked 
a t machine opera to r’s wages. 
W h ite  men were do ing the  same

w o rk  a t m ach in is ts ’ wages.
I  w ent to the quarterm aste r fo r 
a raise. He said be could n o t re 
commend i t  — I  would have to 
see the shop-master.- I  knew th a t 
was no t r ig h t ,  so a fte r  a week I  
went to personnel. They sent hie 
back to  the quarte rm aste r. I  
w ent back and k in d  of pu t h im  
on the spot.

“ I  saw some k in d  o f conference 
between h im  and personnel. Then 
the y  came over to  me and to ld  me 
th a t the  on ly  way to get a raise 
was to  trans fe r in to  a d iffe re n t 
departm ent. I f  I  wanted a trans
fe r they would w o rk  som ething 
out.
“ W hat the y  worked ou t was th is .
I  had to take a test on a com
plicated bo ring  m il l  th a t they 
knew I  could not handle. Then 
i f  I  fa iled , I  would be dropped to 
a helper a t a low er ra te  than 
I  was ge tting. T ha t way they 
forced me to stay on m y  old job.

“ I  a lw ays get the heavy o r the 
tedious o r the com plicated jobs. 
The others ge t the g ra vy . One 
tim e  they gave me a heavy p la te  
job  to  do. 1 s trugg led  w ith  i t  fo r  
tw o  weeks. U sua lly  jobs are k e p t 
w o rk in g  on n ig h t and day sh ifts . 
Y e t fo r  over a week I  would come 
back to  the  machine and find 
e ve ry th in g  ju s t as I  le f t  it .

F IN A L L Y  GETS R A IS E
“ I  f in a lly  go t m y  ra ise. I t  hap

pened th is  way. I  had a  colored 
he lper w o rk in g  alongside me who 
I  was teaching the ropes. One 
day they sh ifted  h im . A  couple 
days la te r the y  p u t a w h ite  man 
in  h is  place. I  Could see th a t he 
was raw  —  I  had. to keep show
in g  h im  w ha t to do. Then one 
day a t the tim e  clock I  noticed 
th a t, h is  card was on a d iffe re n t 
rack. As soon as I  got the chance 
I  looked a t h is card. He was get
tin g  m ach in is t wages.

“ I  g o t sore. I  w en t to  the  second 
steward and said ‘ I ’m  q u it t in g  
I ’m tire d  o f hav ing  to  w o rk  a t 
lo w er wages because o f the co lor 
o f m y sk in .’ We W ent to  the boss 
and beefed. T h a t week I  got m y 
raise.

“ W h ite  men advance fa s t in  the 
yard. They g e t,t lie  opportun ities 
fo r  be tte r jobs and more pay. 
When fir in g s  come the colored 
men on the broom and the lower 
ra tings  are going to  be fired ‘firs t. 
The yard  has over 10,000 men 
bu t I  don’t  know  of one colored 
man ge tting  h igher than m ach in
is t, second class wages, o r having 
the job Of leaderman.

“ They keep ta lk in g  about the  
fo u r  freedoms over there. They 
ough t to  t r y  to  save a few  fo r  
us here a t  home.”

NEW YORK

Socialist Youth Forum
F R ID A Y . J A N U A R Y  19 - 8 P. M.

Debate:
“ C A N  S T A L IN IS M  L E A D  TO S O C IA L IS M ? ”

Y E S : N O :
D^.VE E L L IS  SANDY ROBERTSON

Foi-mef Member YCL T ro tsky is t Youth Cfoup

116 U N IV E R S IT Y  P L A C E
(com er 13th St., between B roadw ay and F if th  Avenue 

near U n ion Square)
F ree Adm ission Refreshm ents
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NEW YORK

Sunday Night Forum
Whot Is Trotskyism?

I ts  so lu tion to  the present impasse faced by the trade unions.! 

Its  p rogram  to  end im p e ria lis t w a r by  b u ild in g  a socia lis t J 
society. |

¡How T ro tsky ism  defends the Soviet U n ion and the r is in g  E u - | 

ropean revo lu tion  aga inst S ta lin is t and w o rld  c a p ita lism .j

Speaker:

OSCAR S H O E N F E L D , M inneapolis Case Defendant

Sunday, Jon. 14- 8 P. M.
Questions Discussion

N E W  YO RK SCHOO L OF S O C IA L  S C IE N C E

116 U n iv e rs ity  Place (cor. 13th St. between 5th &  B ’w ay) 

N O T E : No fo rum  scheduled fo r  Jan. 21.

T RADE UNI0N
NOTES



SATURDAY, JANUARY 13, 1945 ffl H B Jfl l  D I T Ä N OB — 1 R R B E

The 18 And Their Jailers
B y R u th  Johnson  <•>

When prison bars clanged shut upon the 18 leaders of M in 
neapolis Truckdrivers’ Local 544-CIO and the Socialist W ork
ers Party on December 31, 1943, it was the innocent who were 
jailed, and criminals who jailed them— criminals who perpetrate 
their crimes against the working class under the immunity 
bought by power and privilege.

The jailers were men whom James P. Cannon rightly called 
“ the friends of the rich and the privileged:“  Roosevelt, Biddle, 
Schweinhaut, Tobin, Joyce, and the Supreme Court justices who 
united to silence the Trotskyists® 
who so intransigent^ fought 
for the interests of the working 
class.

Roosevelt, scion, of a w ealthy 
fa m ily  (whose fo rtune  was amass
ed by an  opium -sm uggling ances
to r  in  C h ina), has served W a ll 
S treet w e ll in  th is  im p e ria lis t 
war. W a ll S treet’s own men, the 
Rockefellers a n d  Stettin iuses, 
have ju s t been given the  keys of 
governm ent, w h ile  the w orkers 
are threatened w ith  the chains of 
a slave-labor law . Roosevelt, at 
the request of Danie l J. #o b in ,
.sent a personal note to B idd le  in  
June 1941, ask ing h im  to  take ac* 
t io n  against the T ro tsky is ts .

BIDDLE AND TOBIN
A tto rne y  General B iddle, of the 

P h ilade lph ia  “ m a in  lin e ’’ B iddles, 
plunged whole-heartedly in to  the 
s p ir it  of the frame-up. T h is  a ris 
tocra t w ith  lib e ra l pretensions 
watches ou t fo r  the in terests of 
the r ic h  w ith  e terna l vig ilance.
Recently he had Roosevelt dis
charge A ssis tan t A tto rn e y  Gen
era l Norm an L it te ll,  because L it-  
te ll too conscientiously exposed 
the frauds by w h ich  corporations 
were robbing the governm ent of 
b illio n s  of dollars.

D anie l J. Tob in  gets along w ith  
the bosses bu t he hates “ reds.”
The w orkers of the T w in  C ities 
had won im p o rta n t gains under 
the leadership of the T ro tsky is ts  
who were m il ita n t  and w ors t of 
a ll, practiced un ion democracy.
B oth  un ion democracy and m il i 
tancy are incom patib le  w ith  the 
reactionary  d ic ta to rsh ip  Tobin 
m a in ta ins  over t l f t  In te rn a tio n a l 
Team sters U n ion, as its  $30,000 
a year president (w ith  lush ex
pense accounts fo r good measure).

F o llow ing  the convictions, Roos
evelt rewarded the D epartm ent of 
Justice prosecutor Schweinhaut, 
another up-and-coming law yer 
w ith  the “ r ig h t”  friends in  high 
places, w ith  a fa t prom otion to a 
federa l judgeship.

Judge Joyce, who, a fte r r a i l
road ing  the T ro tsky is ts  to  p ris 
on, ordered the b u rn ing  of M arx
is t  books taken in  the ra id  on 
the  M inneapolis headquarters of 
the Socia lis t W orkers P arty, 
made his fo rtune  and reputation 
years ago as a lawyer-lobbyist fo r 
ra ilroa d  magnates.

The U. S. Supreme C ourt con
ta ins  a prize  collection of a tto r
neys culled from  the greatest and 
greediest corporations in  the na
tion . Supposed to' uphold the 
dem ocratic r ig h ts  guaranteed 
A m erican citizens under the Con
s titu tio n , the justices three tim es 
covered th e ir  eyes and ears and 
refused to review  the case in vo lv 
ing  the S m ith  “ Gag”  Act.

RECORD OF 18
In  sharp contrast stand the rec

ords o f the eighteen sent to p ris 
on by  these serv ito rs of the Men 
o f Money.

James P. Cannon, N a tiona l Sec
re ta ry  o f the SWP, has spent over 
th ir t y  years of h is  l i fe  in  the 
fig h t fo r  socialism . He jo ined 
the Socia list P a rty  a t the age of 
e ighteen: worked side by side 
w ith  the g reat figures of the 
IW W ; organized »defense demon
stra tions  from  coast to coast on 
beha lf o f Sacco and V an ze tti and 
o ther v ic tim s  o f ca p ita lis t justice .
Cannon was one o f the foundation 
members o f the Com m unist P arty  
in  Am erica, and in  1928 launched 
the strugg le to bu ild  the Trot-

sky is t organ ization in  the United 
States.

F a rre ll Dobbs, ed ito r of The 
M ilita n t,  V incen t R. Dunne, Na
tio n a l Labor Secretary of the 
SWP, Carlos Hudson, and others 
were ins trum en ta l in  organizing 
the M inneapolis tru c kd rive rs  in  
the great 1934 s trikes w h ich 
changed M inneapolis from  an 
open-shop tow n to a un ion strong
hold and brought so m any bene
fits  to the labo r movement of the 
Northwest. E m il Hansen, Oscar 
Coover, Max Geldman arid Jake 
Cooper have spent a ll th e ir  adu lt 
years in  un ion a c tiv ity .

A lb e rt Goldman, defense a tto r
ney fo r the 18, was a w o rk ing  
class you th  who, a fte r becoming 
a socia list, entered the legal pro
fession to aid h is fe llow  workers. 
In  the past 20 years he has de
fended hundreds of workers a r
rested in  s trikes  and demonstra
tions from  coast to  coast. F e lix  
M orrow, ed itor of F o u rth  In te r- 
n a tio n a l has been active in  the 
revo lu tiona ry  socia lis t movement 
fo r  over tw o  decades. He is 
among the best-known jo u rn a lis ts  
and w rite rs  in  rad ica l labor c ir 
cles.

Carl Skoglund, bo rn  in  Sweden 
s ix ty  years ago, has partic ipa ted 
in  the organ ization and struggles 
of the w orkers on two continents. 
In  1923 he was b lack lis ted 
fro m  the ra ilroads  fo r  his 
a c tiv itie s  in  the ra ilroa d  shop
men’s s tr ik e  against the B u r lin g 
ton, G reat W estern and N o rth  
W estern ra ilroads. W hen the 
T ro tsky is ts  Were arrested in  1941, 
Carl was held fo r  deporta tion to 
Sweden. Told th a t deportation 
“ m ig h t We reconsidered” ' i f  he 
took the stand fo r  the governm ent 
In  the M inneapolis Case, he re
fused to  tu rn  against h is b ro th 
er workers, and is  s t i l l  behind 
prison bars fo r th a t refusal.

Grace Carlson, the sole woman 
among the prisoners, jo ined the 
union movement when she was 
Vocational R ehab ilita tion  Counse
lo r  o f the M innesota State Depart
ment o f Education. . Ip  1940 she 

.resigned from  the. .Minnesota De- 
jpjartaae»t o f É ducation and ran  as 
Socia list W orkers P a rty  candi
date fo r  U n ited  States Senator, 
rece iv ing 8,500 votes, m ore than 
the combined votes of the Com
m un is t and Socia list parties.

THE REAL CRIMINALS
Such are the 12 s ta lw a rt de

fenders of labor who w i l l  come 
Out o f prison on Jan. 24. Such 
are the ruth less representatives 
of m onopoly cap ita lism  who v io 
lated th e ir  own hallowed “ B il l  of 
R igh ts”  to pu t them there. The 
workers of Am erica w il l  judge 
who are the rea l c rim ina ls  in  the 
case. M illio n s  already agree tha t 
James P. Cannon spoke the tru th  
when, in  h is fa rew ell speech, he 
declared:

“ We are not c rim ina ls , as you 
know, and as a ll of the others 
know. W e are no t going to p ris 
on fo r any fa u lt  o r in ju ry  com
m itte d  aga inst un o ffend ing  peo
ple. W e d idn ’t  k i l l ,  we d idn ’t  steal, 
and we d idn ’t  lie. On the con
tra ry , we have been ju s t and 
tru th fu l.  A ll  the c rim in a ls  are 
on the other side. And a ll the 
lia rs  are on thé o ther side, begin
n ing  w ith  the  judge and prosecu- 
tb r  in  M inneapolis and ending 
w ith  the highest cou rt in  the 
land. T h a t is  where the c r im in 
als are .”  .

THE FOUR FREEDOMS
as seen in  In d ia  !

Reprinted from the iridian publication “ Log.”

CHICAGO

Mass Meeting
HEAR

ALBERT GOLDMAN
noted labor lawyer

DEFENDANT AND ATTORNEY IN  THE 

MINNEAPOLIS LABOR CASE

Thursday, January 25 

Ashland Auditorium, West RdoHi
Ashland Blvd. and Van Buren Street 

Admission 25c 8 P. M.

Auspices: Civil Rights Defense Committee

Ambassador’s Cable Proves 
Allies Provoked Greek War

Docum entary evidence t h a t  
C h u rch ill de libera te ly provoked 
the c iv i l w a r in  Greece has been 
provided by Drew Pearson, W ash
ing ton  columnist,- who is fre 
quently slipped im p o rta n t in fo rm 
a tion  from  State Departm ent 
files. The M ilita n t  analysis of 
the Greek c iv i l w a r had already 
indicated th a t C h u rch ill ordered 
General Scobie to in it ia te  ho s til
it ie s  bu t often such analyses are 
no t corroborated by documentary 
evidence u n t il years a fte r the ev
ent. In  his colum n of December 
11, Pearson published a cable 
from  A lexander K irk ,  Am erican 
Ambassador to Ita ly . T h is  is  the 
cable to the State Department, 
dated a t Caserta, December 5, 
as reported by  Pearson:

“ General Scobie was in form ed 
by C h u rch ill th a t the Supreme 
A llie d  Commander lias been o r
dered to leave a ll B r it is h  troops 
in  Greece and re in force as fu lly  
as possible. P rim e M in is te r states 
he holds Scobie responsible fo r 
destroying or ne u tra liz in g  a ll 
EAM  and E LA S  groups who ap
proach Athens, and authorizes 
Scobie to in te rn  any desired 
num ber of persons, and issue a ll 
regulations necessary for- com
plete con tro l o f streets.

“ W hen shooting begins, said

C hurch ill, he expects E L A S  w il l  
put women and ch ild ren in  the 
f irs t  line. Scobie is  ins tructed  to  
be clever and avo id e rro rs . Scobie 
is ins truc ted  no t to  hesita te  to 
open fire  on any armed male who 
assails a u th o rity  o f B r it is h  o r o f 
Greeks co llabo ra ting  w ith  them.

“ Scobie’s forces should be aug 
S&ented by forces of the Greek 
Government. B r it is h  Ambassador 
is advis ing  Bapandreou not to 
hesitate. Scobie should act as i f  
confronted by local rebellion and 
should teach E LA S  lesson m aking 
i t  im probable th a t others w i l l  
behave in  the  s a m e  way. 
C h u rch ill says he w i l l  back Sco
bie along these lines, and that, 
B r it is h  m ust keep and dominate 
Athens. I t  would be splendid i f  
Scobie could accomplish th is  
w ith o u t bloodshed, hu t said he 
should do whatever he has to. 
Signed K IR K .”

Premier Follows 
Allied Reactionary 
Policy in Greece

(Continued from  page 1) 
B r it is h  soldiers assigned to  ca rry  
out C h u rch ill’s orders. Accord ing 
to  N . Y . Times repo rte r John 
MacCormae, the a larm  and un
easiness o f the B r it is h  public over 
continued use o f troops has “ now 
spread to  E ng lish  sold iers in  
Greece.’* How the  E ng lish  so l
diers m an ifes t th e ir  “ uneasiness”  
has not been revealed. B ut tha t 
they are reacting  in  an overt 
fash ion is adm itted  by a “ very 
senior B r it is h  o ffice r”  in  Athens, 
probably Scobie h im se lf.

So r ig id  is the censorship in  
Greece th a t correspondents o f the 
c a p ita lis t press are re g is te rin g  
com pla ints. They are no t per
m itted  to  in te rv ie w  any o f the 
forces or leaders o f the Greek 
masses. T h e ir dispatches are ex
trem e ly  lim ite d . The P las tiras  
police are r i f l in g  the offices and 
rooms o f correspondents, seizing 
back copies o f dispatches as w e ll 
as copies o f the Republican press. 
The P la s tiras  police are the same 
police organized by d ic ta to r 
Metaxas. They are th e  same 
police who shot down w orkers 
under the German occupation.

Greek jo u rn a lis ts  who know  the 
in te rn a l s itua tion  w e ll have been 
im prisoned. The m uzz ling  o f even 
the ca p ita lis t press indicates 
w ha t k ind  o f “ Freedom o f Press”  
the A tla n tic  C harte r o f Roosevelt 
and C h urch ill calls fo r  in  Greece.

The w ith d ra w a l o f E L A S  
troops fu lf i l ls  one o f Scobie’s con
d itions fo r  truce. H is o ther con
d itio n  was th a t E LA S  should 
de live r its  arm s to  the B rit is h . 
The w ith d ra w a l, however, did no t 
induce C h u rc h ill’s general to 
re lax  h is term s. He is fo llo w in g  
a p rinc ip led  line  o f counter
revo lu tion  and his orders are to 
pa c ify  Greece no m a tte r w h a t the 
cost in  bloodshed. He the re fo re  
answered the E LA S  re tre a t fro m  
A thens by w ith d ra w in g  his o ffe r  
o f truce. A p p a re n tly  he sees vie 
to ry  w ith in  reach and intends to 
organize h is  forces to  pursue and 
decimate the E LA S .

The rem nants o f the EDES, 
armed roya lis ts  f ig h tin g  beside 
the B r it is h  aga inst the E LA S , 
>yere reported to  have been 
evacuated by  the  B r it is h , from ' 
th e ir  fo rm e r s trongho ld. O ut o f 
the o r ig in a l 1-2,000 members, on ly  
1,000 were claim ed as s t i l l  
rem a in ing . The g re a t m a jo r ity  o f 
the EDES le f t  the B ritish -pa id  
band it general Zervas and jo ined 
the E LA S .

The appo intm ent o f P lastiras  
as p rem ie r changes no th ing  
essential. Constantine Poulos, 
N . Y . Post correspondent, reports  
one observer as say ing : “ General 
P las tiras  is one m ore o f  the old 
sores th a t the  Greek po litica l 
body m ust f ig u ra tiv e ly  sweat out, 
and i t ’s be tte r th a t we do so now 
than  la te r.”

W ere i t  not fo r  the A llie d  
counter-revo lu tion , the “ old sore”  
P las tiras  would never have le ft  
h is sun baths on the French 
R iv ie ra . Such sores cannot be 
sweated out. They are the p ro 
duct o f the gangrene o f cap ita l
ism in  its  death agony. O n ly the 
surgery  o f socia list revo lu tion  
can remove them.

T w i n  C i t i e s  
Forum

EVERY SUNDAY 

3:30 P. M.

Minneapolis Headquarters

S ocia list W orke rs P arty
10 South 4th Street 

Come and Hear

“ The News B ehind the 

H eadlines’ ’

Cynical Bureaucrat’s
The cynicism of the counter

revolutionary Stalinist bureau
crats was demonstrated in the 
recent v is it of a Soviet Trade 
Union delegation to Naples. 
“ The locals turned out en 
masse to give them an enthu
siastic welcome,”  reports a 
correspondent to the Socialist 
Appeal, organ of the British 
Trotskyists. “ When the dele
gates- appeared on the scene, 
the air was rent with cries of 
‘Viva L’Internazionale!’, ‘Viva 
la Rivoluzione Operaia!’ and 
so forth.

“ The local workers greeted 
the delegates with clenched 
fist salute. . . the delegates 
just waved back at them. The 
word was passed around: ‘No 
singing of the Internationale.’ 
Nothing must happen to upset 
the happy relations establish
ed at Teheran.

“ Even staunch Stalinists 
were embittered at the open 
cynicism displayed by these 
representatives of the work
ers’ state.”

Mexican Workers 
Fight High Prices

M E X IC O  C IT Y — The cost o f 
food in M exico has risen 62 per
cent in  the eleven m onth period 
from  January  1, 1944 to  Decem
ber 1, 1944, due to  w a rtim e  scar
c ity  and p ro fite e rin g . The to ta l 
increase in  the cost o f a ll neces
sities has driven the price index- 
460 percent above the “ no rm a l”  
index based on 1934 prices.

A tte m p tin g  to  stave o f f  the 
w ra th  o f the masses, the M exican 
governm ent has sh ifted  responsi
b i l i t y  fro m  one o ffic ia l to  another, 
f in a lly  tra n s fe rr in g  its  p rice  “ con
t ro l”  m ach inery to the Centra l 
Departm ent. Th is departm ent has 
ju r is d ic tio n  on ly  in  M exico C ity  
and the surround ing area.

A ccord ing to  a re p o rt in  the 
M id-Novem ber, 1943 issue of 
Lucha Obrera, organ o f the M ex i
can section o f the 4 th  In te rn a 
tiona l, “ these measures can on ly 
increase the unbrid led  rise  in  
the cost o f liv in g .”  M ise ry  is 
widespread among the masses. 
The w orkers and peasants are 
fac in g  an a r t i f ic ia l ly  produced 
fam ine, w h ile  speculators hoard 
tons upon tons o f foods tu ffs .

E xposing the fra u d  o f “ govern
m ent con tro l o f prices”  under 
cap ita lism , Lucha O brera calls 
upon the w orkers and peasants 
to f ig h t  fo r  the fo llo w in g  de
mands: w o rke rs ’ con tro l over 
production o f fo o d s tu ffs ; w o rk 
ers’ con tro l over necessities o f 
l i fe ;  a s lid in g  scale o f wages; 
exp rop ria tio n  o f p ro fits  o f a ll 
hoarders, co rru p t functionaries, 
in d u s tr ia lis ts  and speculators; 
w o rkers ’ con tro l o f fo re ig n  trade.

A M E R IC A N  W O R KER S N E E D :
A  LA B O R  P A R T Y , by Joseph'
Hansen. P ioneer Publishers,
1944; illu s tra te d  by R uth  W il
son and Laura  G ray. 48 pp.,
15 cents.

S ince, the  Novem ber elections, 
the Roosevelt adm in is ti-a tion  has 
s truck  the A m erican  w orkers one 
blow a fte r  another. The con
tem ptuous re jec tion  o f the C IO ’s 
long -draw n-ou t e f fo r t  to  crack 
the L i t t le  Steel Form u la , the 
hand ing o f the S tate D e pa rt
m ent to S te ttin ius  and other 
M organ - R ockefe ller representa
tives, Roosevelt’s cyn ica l ju n k in g  
'o f the A t la n t ic  C harter, the 
establishm ent by Congress o f the 
Dies Com m ittee on a perm anent 
basis, have now been, topped o f f  
by the P res identia l message ask
in g  fo r  m il ita ry  d ic ta to rsh ip  over 
the trade unions th rou gh  a Com
pu lsory Service A c t.

These are the f irs t  f ru its  o f the 
C IO -P A C  “ v ic to ry .”  A nd  CIO- 
PAC po licy  was advertised as 
e ffec tive  “ labo r p o lit ic s !”  W hat 
can the w orkers do now?

The new Pioneer pam phlet, 
“ Am erican W orkers  Need A  La 
bor P a rty ,”  presents the one 
p rac tica l and im m edia te step 
wh ich m ust now be taken. As the 
author, Joseph Hansen, states in 
his f irs t  sentence: “ N o one 'can 
escape ta k in g  p a r t in  po litics . . . 
The w o rke r who reject«; p o lit ic a l 
action because ‘po litic ian s  are 
crooks? is fo o lin g  h im se lf. He has 
no t avoided po litics . He has 
s im p ly ’g iven up his r ig h ts  to  the 
enemies o f labor w ith o u t p u ttin g  
up a f ig h t.”

Hansen is no t a rgu ing  fo r  com
pany union labor po litics  o f the 
k ind  peddled by the PAC  which 
got ou t labo r’s support fo r  W a ll 
S tree t’s Dem ocratic P a rty  agents. 
Hansen’s pam phlet presents the 
case fo r  an Independent Labor 
P a rty , a p o lit ic a l p a rty  organized 
on class lines.

P A R T IE S  S E R V E  CLASSES
Hansen shows how a ll p o lit ic a l 

pa rties  are established to  defend 
class in te rests and how the 
Republicans and Dem ocrats have 
consistently served the ca p ita lis t 
class w h ile  pre tend ing to  do 
otherw ise. The tr ic k s  o f W a ll 
S tree t’s p o lit ic a l agents are ex
posed in  these pages— how they 
create a r t if ic a lly  b u ilt-u p  “ public 
leaders”  and how they  m a in ta in  
the g re a t fra u d  o f the  “ tw o -p a rty  
System.”

Hansen rem inds us o f the 
p lig h t o f the unemployed du rin g  
the la s t depression who stood 
help lessly outside the closed fa c 
tories. “ Despite th e ir  huge ranks 
they are helpless in  the  face o f a 
p o lit ic a lly  organized m in o r ity .”  
B u t i f  these w orkers had o r
ganized th e ir  own class pa rty , 
such a p o lit ic a l p a r ty  in  power 
would open up the fac to ries  and 
produce goods fo r  use instead o f 
fo r  p ro fit .

Hansen shows how the o r
ganized ca p ita lis t m in o r ity  is  able 
to fo rce  pnd t r ic k  the people in to  
w ar. I t  is  p ro fitab le  fo r  the 
cap ita lis ts , a lthough disastrous 
fo r  the masses who are p o lit ic a lly  
unorganized and cannot prevent 
it .  He shows how the whole w orld  
is a ffected by the dom inant power 
o f the U n ited  States, how the fa te  
o f a ll hum an ity  depends upon 
whether Labor w ill take leader
sh ip  in  th is  na tion o r whether 
W a ll S tree t w ill re ta in  its  con
tro l in  order to  ca rry  ou t its  im 
pe ria lis t aims.

W hom  does the c a p ita lis t “ tw o-

p a rty  system ”  benefit?  The p la in  
fa c t is th a t  “ a lthough  the trade 
unions have some 12 m illio n  
members these g ia n t o rgan iza
tions do no t have one sing le  
representative o f th e ir  own in 
Congress.”

As class tension increases, 
W a ll S tree t finds i t  necessary to  
lean more openly upon its  lieu ten 
ants in  la bo r’s ranks. Hansen ex
poses the p o lit ic a l ro le  o f John 
L. Lew is who tr ie d  to sw ing labor 
to the Republican P a rty  in  the 
la s t tw o  elections— b u t fa iled . He 
te lls  how labo r fe l l  in to  a d u p li
cate tra p , prepared by the top 
CIO leaders. The C IO -P A C  was 
able to head o f f  the Independent 
Labor P a rty  m ovem ent w h ich was 
ga the ring  s treng th  in  M ich igan, 
New Y o rk  S tate and elsewhere 
before the 1944 elections.

LA B O R  C A N  W IN
Can a w o rke r who favo rs  a 

labo r p a rty  ge t any place against 
such odds ? Hansen expla ins the 
fac to rs  w h ich fa v o r and w il l  c lear 
the  w ay fo r  the  la b o r-p a rty  
minded workers. In  sp ite  o f every
th in g  “ . . .W a ll S tree t lacks the 
decisive weapons. F irs t ,  t ru th  is 
against them. They are forced to 
lie . Second, the economic in te rests  
o f the m a jo rity  are against 
them .”

Hansen recalls the  tr iu m p h a n t 
and s to rm y g ro w th  o f the CIO

in d u s tr ia l unions aga inst a ll op
position. A n  equally r a p i d  
developm ent is now possible on 
the p o lit ic a l field.

W il l  such a labo r p a r ty  s p lit  
la b o r’s vote? “ W h a t’s w rong  
w ith  s p lit t in g  the vote? Is n ’t  
th a t precise ly w h a t we w a n t to 
do, s ta r t s p lit t in g  the vote in  the 
d irec tion  o f la b o r? ”

The pam ph le t goes on to  show 
the g re a t op p o rtu n ity  th a t  the  
labo r p a r ty  w i l l  open up to  the 
N egro people, its  power as a 
weapon fo r  them  and the g re a t 
s treng th  they w i l l  b r in g  to  i t  in  
tu rn . Once labo r shows th a t i t  
means business, i t  can ra l ly  be
h ind its  p rog ram  the d ir ty  fa rm 
ers and the w h ite  co lla r w orkers 
as w e ll.

A n  eleven-po in t p rogram  fo r  
the Labor P a rty  is ou tlined  here 
fo r  discussion. Such a program  
can be a lte red or added to  as 
events d ic ta te . B u t the Labor 
P a rty  m ust rem ain independent 
o f the c a p ita lis t pa rties. “ I t  m ust 
pu t up its  own candidates, and its  
own program , opposing the 
bosses up and down the line .”  

“ A m erican W orkers  Need a 
Labor P a r ty ”  is  w r itte n  in  a 
s im p le and convincing s ty le . I t  
contains m any illu s tra tio n s  by 
R uth  W ilson  and several o f the 
po w erfu l cartoons d raw n by  La u ra  
G ray, ca rtoon is t fo r  The M ilita n t.

Reviewed by 
C. Andrews

More Kindly Words
“ We Spaniards, who answered the ca ll o f arm s to  prevent 

the invasion o f M uscovite aggression and treachery, have read 
w ith  sa tis fac tion  M r. C h u rc h ill’s statem ent, and the news o f 
B r it is h  arm ored fo rm ations  in the streets o f A thens.” — Span
ish radio, Dec. 8.

B r it is h  tanks in  A thens ’ streets,
B r it is h  guns in action,
T h is  is news th a t Fraheo greets 
W ith  h ighest sa tis fac tion .
Spanish feai^s are now allayed—
B rita in  jo ins  in  Spain ’s crusade.

Rebels raked by shell and shot,
Bombs on A thens fa ll in g ,
B r ita in  fo ils  the Soviet p lo t 
(T h is  is F ranco c a llin g ).
B r ita in  sees the w a rn in g  lig h t,
B r ita in  jo ins  the C h ris tian  f ig h t.

Europe’s cu ltu re  in  the W est 
Spain alonq.defended,
N ow  she (seesi her e f fo r t  blessed,
Iso la tion  ended.
P ow erfu l support is  le n t 
B y  the B r it is h  Government.

E l Caudillo stood aione,
Viewed w ith  strange suspicion;
N ow  G reat B r ita in ’s soul is shown 
T rue to  her tra d itio n .
Spain reca lls  her past w ith  p ride ;
C h iva lry  is ju s tifie d .

G lad ly  Spain fo rg ives  the past,
B r ita in  sees her e rro r,
M arch ing  in the van a t la s t 
F ig h tin g  Soviet te rro r.
Spain and B r ita in  fo rge  new ties— 
Ideolog ica l A llie s :

W hen w o rld  views on Spain were heard 
Slanderous and abusive,
B r ita in  spoke a k in d ly  word,
Cord ia l and e ffus ive—
K in d ly  words come back again,
B r ita in  gets k ind  words fro m  Spain.

ROGER S E R V IC E
(R eprin ted fro m  London T ribune , Dec. 15).
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Liebknecht and Luxemburg-Heroic Martyrs 
In  The Worker’s Struggle For Socialism

By M artha M u rray  <9
On January 15, 1919—twenty five years ago— the German 

proletariat was robbed of two of its greatest revolutionary fight
ers, Karl Liebknecht and Rosa Luxemburg. They were assas
sinated in the streets of Berlin by Junker hirelings of the Social- 
Democracy. But neither the ideas nor the tradition of personal 
heroism bequeathed by these Marxists of the First World War 
could be slain. Their names w ill be inscribed in flaming letters 
when the mighty German working class again rises against its 
oppressors to find the path to peace and security under the red 
banner o f international socialism.

In tran s ige n t opponents of capi--^
ta lis t  war, both L iebknecht and 
Luxem burg fough t persecution 
and im prisonm ent to lead the 
■workers of Germany in  the $<rug- 
gle fo r socia list libe ra tion . Son 
o f the founder o f the German 
Social-Democracy, K a r l L ieb 
knecht f irs t proved his sta ture as 
ea rly  as 1906 when he delivered 
a series of lectures against capi
ta lis t  m ilita r is m  to a Socia list

ROSA LUXEMBURG

Youth organization. He was sen
tenced to 18 m onths in  prison fo r 
th e ir  subsequent publication.

When W orld  W ar I  broke out, 
L iebknech t was a member of the 
Reichstag. 'The Social-Democratic 
pa rty  to w h ich 'h e  belonged oppor
tu n is tic a lly  swung over to sup
po rt of the war. B u t L iebknecht 
adhered to the p rinc ip les of M arx
ism. A t the December 2, 1914 
session he broke the d isc ip line  of 
the Social-Democratic Reichstag 
group and voted against w ar 
credits, thereby ta k in g  his place 
amongst the leaders of in te rna 
tio n a l socialism . W ith  Rosa 
Luxem burg, C lara Z e tk in  and 
F ranz M ehring, he founded "D ie  
In te rn a tion a le ," f irs t  illeg a l or
gan of the German revo lu tion 
ists.

A t the magnificent May Day 
demonstration he organized in 
B e r l i n  in 1916, Liebknecht 
denounced the imperialists and 
called upon the German working 
class to intensify the fight 
against its main enemy — the 
capitalist class — at home. He 
was arrested, secretly tried, and 
sentenced to four and a half 
years’ imprisonment.
"RED ROSA"

Rosa Luxem burg, fie ry  orator, 
g ifted  w r ite r , theore tic ian  and 
a c tiv is t, conquered physica l f r a i l -  | 
ty  to become one of the ' m o s t, 
em inent of revo lu tion is ts . Born 
in  C zaris t Poland, a p o litica l re- j 
fugee a t the age of 18, she devot-1 
ed a ll her tremendous ta lents to 
the cause of socialism . She se-j 
cured German citizensh ip and 
fought the grow ing re fo rm is t ten- ' 
dencies and the rev is ion of M arx
ism  promoted by the Bernstein- 
is ts  in  the German Social-Democ
racy." Understanding the prob
lems and strategy of the w orkers’ 
movement, she saw in  the Rus
sian revo lu tion  of 1905 the v ita l
i t y  and streng th  of the masses. 
She met the outbreak of w a r in  
1914 by ca lling  upon the German 
w orkers to refuse to shoot down 
th e ir  F rench brothers. L ike  L ieb
knecht, she was im prisoned.

T ireless and undaunted, Rosa 
was able even in  prison to smug
gle out a rtic les  fo r “ D ie In te r
na tiona le ." She also w rote the 
famous “ Jun ius" pamphlet, c ir 
culated th roughou t Germany, ex
p la in in g  tha t the v ic to ry  of e ither 
Bide —  German o r A llie d  — would 
necessarily lead to another w orld  
s laughter, and urg ing  the masses 
to end the scourge of w ar by tak
in g  power from  the p lu tocra ts 
and organ iz ing a w o rke r’s repub
lic .

In  prison Rosa received the 
g re a t news o f the Russian Revolu
tion . She burned w ith  ind igna
t io n  over the B res t-L ito vsk  
peace forced by Germany upon 
the Bolsheviks. She accused the 
pro-war “ socia lis ts" of responsib
i l i t y  fo r  th is  crim e because of 
th e ir  degrading submission to the

Junkers. The Russian Revolution 
deeply insp ired her. Enemies ot 
the October Revolu tion have tried  
to construe her c r it ic is m  of the 
Bolsheviks as an opposition to 
the Russian Revolution. T h is  is 
false. I t  was as one of them  tha t 
she c ritic ized  some o f th e ir  tac
tics.

In 1918 came Jhe revolt of the 
Kiel sailors and soldiers of Ber
lin. One of the very firs t acts of 
the revolutionary workers and 
soldiers was to throw open the 
prison gates to free Liebknecht 
and Luxemburg. The Social- 
Democratic-traitors strove to per
suade the Kaiser to remain. 
Failing to save the monarchy, 
hating and fearing Bolshevism 
above everything else, they then 
strained all their efforts to 
establish a bourgeois republic 
and prevent the workers from 
taking power. The Social-Demo
cracy particularly feared the 
Spartakus Bund, organized in 
1918 by Liebknecht and Luxem
burg, which came out as an in
dependent party with the slogan 
“ A ll Power to the Workers’ 
Councils.”
ORGANIZE FOR POWER

Conscious of th e ir  tasks and 
the pressure o f tim e, L iebknecht 
and Luxem burg began to organ
ize the German Com m unist P arty  
w ith  haste. Rosa edited "Rote 
Fahne" (Red Banner) and w rote 
the p rogram  fo r  the p a rty  in  com
plete agreem ent w ith  the p ro 
gram  o f Len in  and T ro tsky . 
B u t events moved too ra p id 
ly . The advanced workers were 
pressing fo rw ard . The German 
Com m unist Party, ju s t em erging 
from  the Spartakus group, was 
s t i l l  too weak to take power.

The leadership of the Social- 
Democracy, ho ld ing the re ins of 
government, did eve ry th ing in  its  
power to crush the reso lu tion  in  
its  in fancy. Leafle ts were c ircu 
lated. demanding the death of 
L iebknech t a n d  Luxem burg. 
Large rew ards were .o ffe red fo r 
th e ir  capture. On Jan. 15, 1919, 
they were arrested and m urdered.

In  his call fo r the form ation  
of the T h ird  In te rn a tion a l to car
ry  out the socia lis t tasks betray
ed by the Social-Democracy (A p ril 
23, 1917), Len in  singled out fo r 
praise the hand fu l of in te rn a tio n 
a lis ts  who upheld the banner of 
M arxism  th rough  the storm  of 
the F irs t W orld  W ar.

“ The most outstanding repres
entatives of th is  trend in  Ger
m any,’’ w rote Lenin, “ is the

“IT  Takes Guts to Run This Country'
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By Louis Bonn
Much to the embarrassment of the professional apologists 

for “ democratic’’ imperialism, another leading American big 
business spokesman has lifted a corner of the veil over American 
capitalism’s strictly counter-revolutionary class aims in "liber
ated” European countries.

The latest unabashed revelation of the real attitude of the 
American ruling class toward the “ war against fascism” and 
European “ liberation” comes® 
from no less a personage than 
'rederick C. Crawford. He is 
the former president of the Na
tional Association of Manufac
turers and head of Thompson 
Products, last important open- 
shop citadel in the automotive 
ndustry.

In  an address last week before 
the New Y ork State Chamber of 
Commerce, C raw ford expounded 
li is  views on the European s itua 
tion , basing them on his recent 
three-weeks “ survey" tou r in  
France and Belgium  under the 
auspices of the W ar Department..
Being too stup id  Or a rrogant to 
feel the need fo r d ip lom atic  u t
terance, C raw ford indulged in  the 
lu x u ry  of candid admissions. H is 
unvarnished words touched o ff 
how ling d iscla im ers from  the spe
c ia lis ts  in  A llie d  im p e ria lis t 
w h itewash, p a rtic u la r ly  the lib e r
al and S ta lin is t press.

T H E  M A IN  D A N G E R
Craw ford disclosed th a t fo r him  

and his class the m ain enemy is 
not the Nazis, nor the fo rm er pro- 
Nazi cap ita lis t co llabora tion ists 
now try in g  w ith  the .aid of A llied  
bayonets to c ling  to the seats of 
power. C raw ford warned his 
Chamber of Commerce colleagues 
tha t the m ain  danger to th e ir 
class in terests is the ris in g  E u r
opean working-class revo lu tion.

T h is  was no mere personal op in
ion. “ He said a h igh ran k in g  
general had to ld  h im ," reports 
the January 5 N. Y. Timex,  “ that 
he hoped we could end the war 
before a ll of Europe fe ll out from  
under h im  in  a Com m unist c iv il 
w ar.”

Even the tr ium p h  of Nazism 
Craw ford in tim ated , was p re fe r
able. Because under Nazi occupa
tion , the French and Belgium  
cap ita lis ts  did “ a ll r ig h t"  for 
themselves. The most distress
ing factor fo r them was the un
derground resistance “ composed 
la rge ly of Communists, young 
people and underw orld  ex-con-

<3>-

victs, who robbed ten peaceful 
fam ilies  fo r every' t ra in  th a t was 
blown up.”  C raw ford had th is  
on the ‘‘best a u th o rity ,”  particu- 
l a r l y  (he ex-co llaborationist 
French cap ita lis ts  w ith  whom he 
hob-nobbed.

They assured C raw ford tha t 
H it le r  “ b rough t apparent pros
p e r ity  to the w o rk in g  classes.”  In  
fact, “ a fine conservative French
man I had known fo r years to ld 
me th a t i f  i t  had gone on a year 
and, a h a lf more he believed the 
F rench w o rk in g  people would 
have settled fo r th ings as they 
were.”  B u t the working-class in 
grates upset the applecart and 
drove the Nazis and th jS r “ pros
p e r ity ”  out of Paris and other 
centers by armed insurrection.

Indeed, C raw ford saw w ith  his 
own eyes the “ evidences”  Of the 
"p rospe rity  of the w o rk in g  class” 
in  the period of peaceful and pro
fitable collabora tion between the 
French ow ning class and the 
Nazis. “ I  saw fa t horses draw
in g  wagons equipped w ith  ru b 
ber-tired wheels. I  had been told 
th a t France was suffe ring . We 
w ent to the R itz  hotel. The big 
brass doorknobs and a ll the decor 
at ions were there. The hotel 
looked w e ll painted, w ith  new 
s ilk  cu rta ins  hanging. Some oi 
the rooms were m odern istic.”

NAZIS NOT BAD
W hat better “ p roof”  of working 

class "p rospe rity ”  could there he 
than “ fa t horses”  and the lu x u r i
ous appointm ents o f the  R itz  
Hote l, fo rm er headquarters of 
the Nazi o ffic ia ls  and present 
hangout of w ea lthy ex-collabora
tion is ts , b lack m arketeers and 
to u rin g  Am erican plutocrat? 
"s tud y in g ”  the European scene a1 
the in v ita tio n  of the W ar Depart 
ment?

N azi c ru e lty?  T h a t “ was re 
served on ly  fo r  those who entered 
the underground against the 
Nazis,”  like  “ Communists, young 
people and ex-convicts.”  B u t the 
“ fine conservative”  business men

w ith  whom Craw ford spoke found 
the Nazis decent enough chaps. 
“ Business was above norm al 
w h ile  the coun try  was occupied 
by the Germans."

C raw ford reserved his greatest 
in d ig na tion  fo r  the French w o rk  
ers who have now declared open 
season on the cap ita lis t ex-col- 
laboration is ts . W hy, he lam ent
ed, “ i f  you operated your business 
fo r the Germans and expanded it  
to any substantia l am ount you 
were a  co llabora tion is t. I f  you 
got in to  troub le w ith  labor, you 
were a co llabora tion is t.”  Is n ’t  it  
the sacred ob liga tion  of cap ita l
ists, under a ll conditions, to make 
profits?

The preservation of cap ita lis t 
exp lo ita tion  is the rea l reason, as 
C raw ford b lu n tly  indicated, why 
A llie d  troops were ordered to 
shoot down Belgian demonstra 
to rs  aga inst the P ie r lo t puppet 
regime and w hy A llied  tanks and 
planes have been s laughtering  the 
Greek workers.

UAW East Coast 
Committee Fights 
No-Strike Pledge

M ilitan t members and offi
cers of leading CIO United Au
tomobile Workers locals in New 
York State have established the 
UAW East Coast Committee to 
Revoke the No-Strike Pledge as 
part of a national campaign to 
mobilize a m ajority v o t e  
against the pledge in the UAW ’s 
current referendum. Thomas 
De Lorenzo, President of Brew
ster Aeronautical Local 365, 
and Jerry Denehy, President of 
Bell Local 5t il,  Buffalo, have 
been elected chairman and sec
retary respectively of the new 
committee.

In  a le tte r addressed to a ll 
UAW  locals and members in  Re
gion 9, De Lorenzo and Denehy 
urge them  to  “ c linch the  v ic 
to ry ”  won by the ran k  and file 
at the last UAW  convention when 
they secured the referendum  
against the opposition of the top 
officers.

“ T h row  O ut the  No-S trike 
Pledge —  Save the U n io n !"  is 
the plea of the com m ittee. “ The 
N o-S trike  Pledge ties our hands 
•and deprives us of ou r on ly  wea
pon in  the figh t fo r  a decent l iv 
in g  fo r  our fam ilies. Ind us try  
makes no sacrifices, but continues 
to p ile  up w ar pro fits .”

"W h ile  we are bound by th is  
cow ard ly N o-S trike Pledge, any 
w orkers who dare to defend them 
selves and th e ir  un ion ru n  the 
danger of being v ic tim ized  not 
on ly  by the employers and th e ir  
governm ent stooges bu t by our 
own In te rn a tio n a l Union O ffi
cers! ”

The statem ent fu r th e r  con
tends: “ To re ta in  the No-S trike 
Pledge is  to betray our brothers 
in  u n ifo rm  who fough t so hard 
to bu ild  our Union. W hether 
they re tu rn  to un ion w o rk in g  coni 
d itions, o r to speed-up, the 
stre tchout and the black lis t  of 
the open shop depends on us. 
Vote to revoke the No-S trike 
Pledge! ”

The com m ittee has appealed to 
local unions and officers in  Re
gion 9 to  jo in  and back the com
m ittee by c o n trib u tin g  th e ir  
names, ac tiv itie s  and finances. 
The com m ittee is fu rn is h in g  qual
ified speakers fo r  meetings, is 
preparing  a four-page newspaper 
and lias- issued a special lea fle t 
w h ich  i t  is  m aking  availab le  to 
a ll autoworkers who ask fo r them. 
The headquarters of the com m it
tee is 29-28 41st Avenue, Long 
Is land C ity , N. Y.

NO TICE
The N a tion a l Educational 

D epartm ent o f the  Socia lis t 
W orkers  P a rty  is anxious to 
secure the fo llo w in g  lite ra tu re  
in E ng lish , German, French or 
Russian:

Theses o f the f ir s t  3 con
gresses o f the Com m unist In 
te rna tiona l.

A l l  copies o f the magazine 
“ The Com m unist In te rn a tio n a l”  
o f 1922 in  which a rtic les  by 
Z inoviev appear.

Z inoviev ’s w r it in g s  on the 
Ita lia n  S ocia lis t P a rty , Jan- 
u a ry -J u ly  Inp reco rr.

I f  you can give, loan o r sell 
these to  the N a tion a l O ffice, 
please w r ite  to :

Charles Carsten 
N a tion a l Educational 
D irec to r, SW P 
116 U n iv e rs ity  Place, 
New Y o rk  3, N . Y .

NEW YORK

Lenin - Liebknecht- - Luxemburg

Memorial Meeting
Sunday, Jan. 21 

I R V I N G  P L A Z A  

Victoria Hall
Speakers:

M. STEIN, Acting National Secretary, SWP 

HARRY FRANKEL, Trotskyist Youth Group

Auspices: Socialist Workers Party, Local N. Y. 

15th St. and Irving Place (near Union Sq.) - 8 P. M.

By V. Grey

“ Say, who’s ru n n in g  th is  shop anyway, you o r m e?”  the fo rem an 
said.

A nd  S lim  said, “ I  don’t  see where you’re do ing so much to  ru n  
i t . ”  The forem an g o t mad a t th a t. B u t he d idn ’t  say an y th in g . 
M a in ly  because there wasn’t  an y th in g  to  say.

B u t la te r on in  the washroom  S cissorb ill Sam sneered ou t to  
nobody in  p a rtic u la r, “ Some people th in k  th e y ’re p re tty  good around 
here. They know  how to  ru n  the shop w ith  th e ir  eyes shu t.”

“ I f  some people don’t  slow  down a l i t t le  on ru n n in g  th a t punch 
press th e y ’l l  lose a couple o f fingers— w ith  th e ir  eyes w ide open, 
too,”  said Shorty .

“ They m ig h t get th e ir  eyes closed a t th a t,”  said S lim .
There was some more sarcasm back and forth, until Scissorbill 

Sam came back to the point. “ I f  you guys think you can get along 
without Hallory (the foreman), you’re wrong. You’ve always got to 
have a boss on a job. . . .  Of course i f  you’re one of these here 
Socialists”  . . .  he started to sneer again.

“ I  don’t  know  about the Socia lis t p a r t  o f i t , ”  S lim  said.
“ B u t rem em ber the  la n d in g - lja r^p  jo b ? ”  ‘E verybody rem em 

bered because we made good money on th a t  job. “ A nd  the w h is tle  
system  ? Tw o w h is tles  fo r  the  crane, th ree fo r  the  inspector and 
fo u r  fo r  the forem an. A n y  o f you guys ever hear the w h is tle  b low  
fo u r tim e s ? ”  Nobody peeped. “ I  don’ t  th in k  the  forem an ev.er came 
around except when the navy inspector called h im .”

“ Sure, bu t you guys were a ll on piece-work fo r  th a t job. H a llo ry  
knew you’d w ork  ha rd  anyhow.”

“ W hy  S cissorb ill, you don’t  mean to  say H a llo ry  is ju s t a nasty  
old pusher, do you? You don’t  mean to  say he on ly  comes around 
to make us w o rk  h a rd e r? ”

Scissorb ill Sam (the bosses’ man) looked embarrassed, though 
he d idn ’t  know  w hy he should be. “ W ell, w h a t do you w a n t a fo re 
man to do? T h a t’s w hat he gets pa id fo r ,  a in ’t  i t ? ”

W H A T IS A FOREMAN FOR, AN Y W AY?
Slim went on without paying Scissorbill any attention. “ A fore

man is supposed to know something, I was always told. Remember 
the time some welder came over from the shipyard to work on the 
landing barges? Hallory got hold of a hood and stood over the guy 
to watch him weld. So the guy turned around and asked Hallory 
to show him how he wanted the welding done. Well you know how 
much Hallory knows about welding. The only man that knows less 
around here is Hawkshaw himself. And I ’l l  bet even he read a book 
about it. A fte r that Hallory didn’t  show up at that end of the shop 
for a week.”

“ You can’t  expect a forem an to know  every job  in  the shop,”  
said Scissorbill.

“ W ha t can you expect h im  to  know', th e n ? ”
“ A  forem an is an organ izer. He lays o u t the w o rk  and makes 

sure th a t you don’t  do m ore le f t  pa rts  than r ig h t  pa rts . A nd  s tu f f  
lik e  th a t.”

“ The stock boy o r the dispatcher always le t  me know  i f  th a t ’s 
happening. N o ,”  said S lim , “ I  never saw a forem an ye t th a t was the 
best man, best sk illed , best o rgan izer o r an y th in g  else.”

“ W hat about B il ly  Jones?” , asked Shorty .
“ I ’m  n o t ta lk in g  about m aintenance w ork . T h a t’s the  ex

ception.------- W ho does the company choose fo r  a production fo re 
man ? The man they figu re  knows the m ost, o r the m an the y  figu re  
w i l l  push the most.?”

“ A ll right, all r ig h t!”  said Scissorbill, getting hot. “ What’s all 
this got to do about it?  What i f  the foreman is a pusher?- He has 
to get the work out, don’t he? He’s supposed to be a boss, ain’t  he?
I take notice, when you guys are on day-work you keep out of his 
way, too. That proves there’d never be any work done in this place 
i f  i t  weren’t  for him.”

“ We made land ing  barges w ith o u t h is he lp— and w ith o u t his 
pushing. A nd  we made them  be tte r, and fa s te r, fo r  the size crew  
we had than  anywhere else in  the coun try .”

“ T ha t was piece-work. Piecework, I  te ll y o u !”  Scissorb ill shouted 
a t the top  o f h is lungs. “ You had an incen tive .”

PU TTIN G  PO RK CHOPS ON TH E  T A B LE
“ P iece-work w ith o u t a fo rem an— or day-w ork  w ith  a fo rem an—  

the incen tive  is the same. To p u t th e  po rk  chops on the tab le. O nly 
i t  w o rks backward in  the second case. I f  you don’t  do w h a t the 
forem an te lls  you, you ’re liab le  to  lose you r job, and the  po rk  chops 
come o f f  the tab le .”

In that case,”  said Shorty, “ you have to have the foreman 
to organize the job, or else be on piece-work to organize i t  yourself.”  

“ Pm not so sure about that,”  said Slim. “ We all know piece
work is no good. But the main thing is th is: that we had about 25. 
fellows on each sh ift for the landing barges . . . burners, fitters, 
chippers and welders. We laid out our own work. We systematized 
it. And we produced way more than Hallory or anybody else ever 
thought we could. That’s the main thing. Us fellows did i t—And 
without benefit of foreman.”

“ W ha t do you w a n t to do, S lim . A bo lish  forem en a lto g e th e r? ”  
somebody spoke up.

N o t exactly . L ike  Scissorb ill says, you need an organ izer. W e 
used to  spend 15 m inutes o r more in a huddle every m o rn ing  to  
decide how we were go ing to w ork. T h a t’s 25 tim es 15 m inutes. I f  
some one person had done th a t and la id  ou t the w o rk  i t  would have 

saved tim e and maybe been done be tte r.”
“ B u t H a llo ry — ”

1 know  th a t s w h a t H a llo ry 't r ie d  to do once. B u t in  the f irs t  
place, he didn t  know  how to do it .v A nd  in  the  second place he’s a 
company man.”

“ I f  you’re not go ing  to  lis te n  to  the com pany’s m an,”  ye lled 
Scissorbill, “ W ho in hell are you gonna lis te n  to ? ”

“ We’re going to listen to ourselves. When we get the chance 
we’ll organize the work ourselves. And someday we’ll change things 
around and get time to train ^bmebody how to be a WORKERS’ 
foreman instead of a company foreman.”

NEWARK
PROGRESSIVE W ORKERS SCHOOL

Announces a New  Series o f Lectures on

W AR T IM E  PROBLEMS OF TH E TR AD E UNIONS

Jan. 19 - P o lit ica l Parlies and the Trade Unions 

Jan. 26 - A  P rogram  fo r  the Trade Unions

Lecturer MARK BRADEN, Newark Labor Secretary 

SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY 

EVERY FRIDAY at 8:30 P. M. ADMISSION FREE

F u ll D iscussion Refreshments

Progressive W orkers School 423 S p ring fie ld  Ave.

KARL LIEBKNECHT

Spartakus Group or the Group of 
the In te rn a tion a l to w h ich K a rl 
L iebknecht belongs. K a r l L ieb 
knecht is one of the most celeb
rated representatives of th is  trend 
and of the new and genuine- pro
le ta ria n  in te rna tiona l . . . L ieb 
knecht alone represents socialism, 
the p ro le ta rian  cause, the pro le
ta r ia n  revo lu tion. A l l  the rest of 
German Social-Democracy, to 
quote the apt words of Rosa Lu x 
em burg (also a member and one 
o f the leaders o f the Spartakus 
Group) is a ‘s tin k in g  corpse’.” 
A fte r th e ir  m artyrdom  Len in  ac
claimed L iebknecht and Luxem 
burg as “ the best representatives 
of the T h ird  In te rn a tio n a l.”

Last year the Third In 
ternational which had likewise 
degenerated into “ a stinking 
corpse”  was formally buried by 
its executioner, the counter
revolutionary Stalin. Today only 
the Fourth International founded 
by Trotsky carries on the strug
gle for international socialism in 
the revolutionary spirit of Lenin, 
Liebknecht and Luxemburg.
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I f lr i 1 ‘‘LABOR WITH 4 WHITE 8KIX CAN-
I  |-| p  not emancipate itself where 
M.  Aa  v> labor with a black skin ib

■BRANDED" — KARL MARX.

The Negro Struggle
__By Charles Jackson ___

Many Negroes who fo r  years 
have seen and fe lt  the d ir ty  deals 
handed them  by whites, have a 
strong doubt in  th e ir  m inds tha t 
the re  can over be a rea l so lid a rity  
between the w h ites and blacks 
even i f  i t  is fo r the common good 
of both groups of people. E xpe ri
ence has caused them  to  have a 
b lin d in g  m is tru s t Of a ll White peo
ple as w e ll as a lack of hope tha t 
the m a jo r ity  of people w i l l  ever 
u n ite  to w ipe ou t J im  Crow.

There are also m any N orthern  
w h ites who do no t know of the 
actual extent o f Negro oppression 
o r a t least th in k  i t  is  g rea tly  ex
aggerated by the Negro spokes
men.

¡For the en ligh tenm ent o f these 
tw o  groups a n *  to  show th a t 
there  are, evert now, some who 
are s trong  enough to  break 
th rough  the maze o f lies which 
are ta u g h t to  everyone under the 
present system, who can see and 
speak the tru th , we quote from  
an address th a t was recently de
live red  before the Da llas B ar A s 
sociation by a local a tto rney, 
George C lif to n  Edwards, who 
happens to  be the  fa th e r o f De
t r o i t ’s lib e ra l councilm an, Cor'por 
ra l George Edwards.

A fte r  showing how slavery a f t 
er in ven tion  of the cotton gin 
brought huge pro fits  to the cotton 
planters, lie stated:

"Those extrem ists who made 
the C iv il W ar inevitab le  were 
the o rig in a l advocates of the con
ten tion  th a t Southerners alone 
are qualified to ha iid le  the Negro 
problem . . . ¡They were bound to 
fa il.  The facts wrere aga inst them  
and the facts are against th e ir  
present im ita to rs .

E X C L U D E  NEG RO ES
“ The im p o rtan t question is  not 

our leniency, o r ou r good nature, 
o r  our handouts to  Uncle Tom, bu t 
w hether we in  the South in tend 
to  give the Negro h is  righ ts . . . . 
We have not been and are not 
now ju s t o r fa ir  to the Negro in  
law , in  education, in  economics 
and irt em ployment . . . We m a in 
ta in  a g reat n rtive rs ity  and law 
school and m edical school and 
dental school and exclude -Ne
groes fro m  a ll o f them .

“ Negroes, are nowhere -  g i ve«, 
equal and im p a rtia l consideration 
save in  the lo w e s t' ranks of un
s k ille d  employment. The on ly ac
t iv e  force fo r Negro jus tice  is 
the CIO.

“ We have a whole code of spe
c ia l anti-Negro leg is la tion  aimed 
a t  p u ttin g  Negroes, at a disad
vantage w hites would v io le n tly  
rebel at.

" A t  th is ' ve ry  tim e,’’ courage
ously continued M r. Edwards, 
‘V e , the people of Dallas, are in 
the  process of sharing in  the 
ju d ic ia l m urder of a young Ne
gro nam'ed A k in .

“ I  do n o t wArtt any o f h is  blood 
on m y hands, and so fa r  as I  can

I  propose to  pro test against w ha t 
we arc doing. . . T h a t man was 
tr ie d , convicted, and probably 
w ill be electrocuted because he is 
a Negro. I f  he were no t black 
he would be a free man today, 
s t r ic t ly  in  accordance w ith  the 
taw s 'o f Texas. B u t being a Negro, 
he is  about to  be k ille d  because 
we w h ite  Southerners do no t give 
a Negro justice . I  know i t  and 
you know  i t .  The judges know i t  
and the prosecutors, and th e 'ju r 
ors, and the newspapers; and 
they a ll keep th e ir  fnouths d is 
cree tly  shut, consenting to  the 
death. . .

FA C TS  FROM  H IS T O R Y
“ I t  seems to me th a t when 

w h ite  people refuse Negroes, sole
ly  on th e ir  color, legal r ig h ts  to 
vote, to ju ry  service, to equal 
educational opportun ities to  con
sidera tion fo r  w ork  on m erit, they 
are seeking to ga in an undeserved 
advantage in  those respects 
w h ich  jus tice  . . . w i l l  eventually 
destroy.”

Q uoting the h is to rica l facts, 
M r. Edwards shows th a t in

Ward ‘Seizure' Aimed At Strikes
(Continued from page 1)

“ 1619, a year before the land ing 
o f the p ilg r im s  a t P lym outh  
Rock, a D utch p riva tee r— po lite  
name fo r  pir-a.te —  brought 20 
Negro slaves taken from  a Span
ish slaver and traded them  to 
the colonists fo r  tobacco.”  The 
B r it is h  p ro fitee ring  policy, he 
showed, was responsible fo r  the 
way slavery was fastened on the 
A m erican colonies.

M r. Edwards continued: “ There 
is l i t t le  d ifference in  s p ir it  be
tween the tirades o f persons such 
as the  w h ir l in g  dervish —  
‘P appy’ O ’Danie l —  and the p ro 
s lavery  ta lk  o f 1850-60.”

W arn ing  the South against its  
present oppression o f the Negroes, 
he said: “ L e t us not repeat the 
pro-slavery e rro r . . . Before the 
C iv il W ar wc had the power to 
b rin g  on a near-wreck of the na
tion a l governm ent bu t we did not 
evert then have the power to tu rn  
back hum an evo lu tion  and hold 
back the development, of human 
lib e rty .”

W e m ay indeed fee l m ore o p t i
m is tic  when We gee w h ite  Sou th
erners lik e  M r .  Edw ards get up  
and present ou r case so s trong ly  
in  the South its e lf.  T h a t is the 
foundation  upon which our p ro
gram  is b u ilt— to keep s ta tin g  
the t ru th  to  the w o rk in g  people. 
Regardless of- the  tremendous 
pressure o f a ll the forces in  so
c ie ty  today, yet. some w il l  Wee 
th rou gh  the  fo g  even now. O thers, 
yes, even in  the  South, w il l on ly 
learn to  th ro w  o f f  th e ir  p re ju d i
ces out o f personal necessity. 
T hrough our common s trugg le  
the t ru th  w i l l  tr ium p h , no t on ly 
here on the N egro  question, but 
th roughou t the- World on the basic 
qrtestfort Of the  exp lo ita tion  o f 
man by man.

gan iza tion  o f the W ar Labor 
Board,”  th a t is, the  governm ent’s 
apparatus fo r  p reven ting  s trikes 
th rou gh  com pulsory a rb itra tio n  
and fo r  m a in ta in in g  Roosevelt’ s 
wage - freez ing  “ w age-stab iliza
t io n ”  program .

Cox argued the r ig h t  o f gov
ernm ent “ seizure”  in  the W ard 
case, where the  governm ent had 
fa ile d  prev ious ly  to  enforce lo ng 
s tand ing orders aga inst the com 
pany, specifica lly because o f the 
s trikes . He stressed p a rtic u la r ly  
need fo r  governm ent action in  the 
W ard  s trikes because o f th e ir  
“ adverse e ffe c t”  on the CIO 
U n ited  A utom obile  W orkers re 
ferendum  on the  no -s trike  pledge.

Thus, Cox indicated, th a t non- 
compliance w ith  a W L B  order by 
an em ployer is  n o t • in  its e lf  a 
m a tte r fo r  governm ent action. 
The governm ent acts on ly  where 
a “ labo r con troversy”  lead ing to  
a s tr ik e  o r th re a t o f s tr ike , to  
“ in te rfe rence w ith  p roduction ,”  
occurs. Th is supported A tto rn e y  
General B idd le ’s previous ad
m ission th a t W LB  orders, are on ly  
“ recommendations.”

In  re a lity , they  are on ly  “ re 
com m endations”  so fa r  as the 
em ployers a re  concerned. So long 
as the w orkers do no t s trike , the 
governm ent adm its in  e ffec t, the 
em ployer can d isregard W LB  
d irectives when he doesn’t  like  
them, o r s ta ll them  w ith  de laying 
cou rt actions.

A IM E D  A T  S T R IK E S
B u t the  w orkers— against whom 

most o f the corpora tion-dom inat 
ed W L B ’s decisions are' directed 
— are compelled to  accept W LB  
orders au tom atica lly . F o r the 
employers, who con tro l wages, 
hours, w o rk in g  conditions, , con
tra c tu a l re la tions, enforce these 
orders— except when w orkers go 
on s tr ike . W hichever w ay the 
w orkers tu rn , th e ir  on ly recourse 
fo r  se lf- pro tection  is  s tr ik e  ac
tion . W L B  orders aga inst em
ployers cannot be enforced w ith 
ou t s tr ikes— as the fou r-yea r old 
W ard case am ply proves. A n t i
labor decrees o f the W L B  cannot 
be resisted w ith o u t s trikes.

B u t i t  is precise ly against 
s trikes , under any and a ll c ir 
cumstances, th a t the Roosevelt 
a d m in is tra tio n  is d irec tin g  its  
rea l a ttack. S trikes were the rea l 
m o tiva tion  fo r  these la te s t W ard 
“ seizures.”  I t  is the  argum ent o f 
s tr ik e  prevention th a t the  gov
ernm ent is us ing in  cou rt to 
ju s t i fy  these “ seizures.”  The not 
e ffec t, regardless o f the im*» 
mediate outcome o f the »Ward 
case, is to  re in force the power o f j 
governm ent “ seizure”  as a s tr ik e 
b reak ing  weapon.

This power w ill be a ll the more 
po ten t prec ise ly  because the 
“ seizure”  was demanded by the 
unions and directed, ostensibly, 
aga inst an an ti-la bo r em ployer. 
The m ost im p o rta n t instances o f 
such “ seizures”  prev iously , p a r
t ic u la r ly  o f  the  ra ilroads  and coal 
m ines, were openly directed 
against the  w orkers. Th is w i l l  be 
ju s t as tru e  in the  fu tu re — w ith  
th is  add ition : The governm ent 
w i l l  be ab le to  po in t to the W ard 
ease in  order to  c la im  “ im 
p a r t ia l i ty ”  in  its  s trikeb reak ing .

W hat is basica lly involved is i 
the ad m in is tra tio n ’s endeavor to 
re in fo rce  W L B  a u th o rity , cha l
lenged by  A ve ry . B u t th a t 
a u th o rity  is  no t needed because 
o f the  em ployers. Fundam enta lly, 
i t  is  needed against the workers, 
because the very purpose o f the 
board, \s an ti- la bo r— to  impose 
com pulsory a rb itra tio n , bu ry  la 
bor grievances in  red tape, and, 
above a ll, to enforce the wage 
freeze. T ha t has been conclusively 
dem onstrated in  a l l the decisive 
wage cases, coal, ra ilw a y , steel, 
auto, packinghouse, rubber, te x 
tiles, etc.

A ve ry , b y  his actions, was 
toss ing a m onkey-wrench in to  the 
ve ry  m ach inery fo r  co n tro llin g  
labo r th a t the  em ployers as a 
class themselves require . Hence, 
the  b ig  business governm ent was 
f in a lly  compelled to  act— although 
“ re luc tan tly ,”  as i t  adm itted—  
aga inst an em ployer who broke 
the  d isc ip line  o f h is  own ca p ita l
is t class.

B u t on ly  to be in  be tte r posi
tio n  u ltim a te ly  to  squeeze the 
vise t ig h te r  on labo r!

Army “Seizure” at Ward s

B reak ing  the  M ontgom ery W -rd  s tr ik e  in  D e tro it a t Roose
v e lt ’s order, soldiers post a “ seizure”  notice in fo rm in g  the  workers 
th a t they are under a rm y ru le.

Roosevelt Demands Congress 
Pass Slave Labor Measures

(Continued from page1! )

r t f  oxen d riven  to  labor in  field 
drtd fa c to ry . He wants them 
sh ifte d  fro m  place to  place w ith 
out regard to th e ir  desires. He 
slants them k e p i in ab ject sub
m iss ion to  a p ro fitee ring  task 
m aster who sole concern is  to 
squeeze (he las t ounce o f p ro fit  
obt o f the blood and bone o f h is  
wage slaves. T h is  is the man the 

, labor “ statesm en”  dub, “ t  h e 
i greatest lib e ra l o f them  a l l! ”

Dies Committee Is Revived 
In First Congress Action

(Continued fro m  page 1)

signed to cripp le  the unions. The 
wage-freezing L i t t le  Steel foamula 
rem ains in  effect. More s tringen t 
regulations are .decreed freezing 
w orkers to  th e ir  jobs. Leg is la tion  
is demanded conscrip ting  labor 
fo r w o rk  in  priva te  indus try . 
Prices and pro fits  rise w h ile  the 
w orkers ’ standard of l iv in g  con
tinues to decline.

The anti-labor measures in it ia t-

ed -by - the, A d ip im s tra tio n  baY*' 
emboldened the extrêm e reaction-' 
aries. The p o lit ic a l’agents o f W a ll 
Street dom inate H illm a n ’s new 
“ progressive”  Congress ju s t asi 
much as they dom inated the old.® 
They have no th ing  bu t contempt; 
fo r the serv ile  labor bureaucrats 
who keep the w orkers subord in
ated to the p o lit ic a l parties o f the 
cap ita lis t ru l in g  class. H illm a n , 
M urray, Green and Company are 
treated, as they deservo to be, 
lik e  sn ive llin g  flun k ie s  who res-

BOLSHEVISM GAVE GREATEST 
EXAMPLE OF REAL DEMOCRACY

In  September, 1917, General 
K o rn ilo v ’s putsch collapsed p il l-  ■ 
fu lly ,  and the s itua tion  was com
p le te ly  transfo rm ed. R ea lity , 
stronger than slanderous legends 
based on facs im iles forged in  the 
offices o f the secret service, show
ed who the revo lu tion is ts  were 
and who the phrase-mongers, fa k 
ers and counter-revolu tion ists.

The Kerensky cabinet demon
stra ted  c le a rly  th a t i t  was 
n o th in g  more than a phantom  
governm ent, bu ffe ted about be
tween tw o  possible d ic ta to rsh ips; 
■either the generals, who on the 
reac tiona ry  side were the  on ly 
fnen g ifte d  w ith  su ffic ien t in s ig h t 
and force ( fo r  in  periods o f social 
in s ta b ility  any m il ita ry  second- 
T ater is  in te llig e n t enough to  
comprehend the benefits, to  the 
financiers, o f a u th o r ity ) , would 
resume th e ir  a c tiv ity  and the 
revo lu tion  would go the  w ay o f 
B onapartism , o r else the w o rk 
ers, soldiers and peasants, the 
Soviets, the Bolsheviks, would 
conquer by force, since there  was 
no o ther way. W hat compromise 
could there be between m il ita ry  
d ic ta to rsh ip  and p ro le ta rian  d ic
ta to rsh ip?

Len in  and T ro tsky  see th is  
p la in ly  and hence they demand, 
suggest,- procla im  and in it ia te  the 
advance tow ard  insurrection . The 
one, a t the head o f the p a rty , 
w h ich he succeeds in  convincing 
n o t w ith o u t resistance; the other, 
a t the  head o f the P etrograd So
v ie t where he fo rm s  a R evo lu tion
a ry  M il i ta r y  Com m ittee, d is tr ib 
utes arm s to the w orkers and per
suades the  Soviet to  decide th a t 
the  re v o lu tio n a ry  ga rrison  w i l l  
n o t obey the P rov is iona l Govern
m en t and w i l l  n o t leave the c ity. 
He has organized the insurrection  
before the actua l u p ris in g . . .

Buy ‘The Militant’ Here:

They were not leaders in  the 
sense th a t th is  word has assumed 
since the appearance of the Duce: 
the Ghazi, the Fuehrer, and the 
Beloved Leader in  the USSR. 
T h e ir p o p u la r ity  was no t m anu
fac tu red  no r imposed; i t  grew  up 
spontaneously on the basis of the 
confidence they earned. T h e ir ac
tions and th e ir  words were dis
cussed everywhere.

They were on ly  the firs t among 
comrades, and they would have, 
accorded a cold reception to the 
dangerous im becile who took i t  
in to  h is  head to place them above 
th e ir  c o m r a d e s  o r above 
the pa rty . The li fe  of the Polit- 
bnreau and the Central Com m it
tee was a t a ll tim es collective. 
The p a rty  discussed, tendencies 
appeared and disappeared, and op
position elements, w h ich m ust not 
be confused w ith  counter-revolu
tion is ts , agitated unceasingly in  
broad da y lig h t d u rin g  the whole 
c iv i l w ar —  u n t il 1921.

They were n o t to  disappear 
com pletely u n t il 1925-26, when in 
consequence a ll in te rn a l li fe  dis
appeared from  the pa rty . Lenin 
in v ite d  old opponents, M artov and 
Dan, the M enshevik leaders, to 
speak in  the Central Executive 
Committee o f the  Soviets. A n 
arch is ts  belonged to the Com m it
tee. The L e ft Social R evo lu tion
aries pa rtic ipa ted  in  the power 
fo r  several m onths a t the begin
n ing  o f the regim e. . . Bolshevism 
trium phed by p roc la im ing  to  the 
masses and to the w orld  a democ
racy o f free workers, such as had 
never before been seen.

(F ro m  “ F rom  Lenin to S ta lin ,”  
by V ic to r Serge, pp. 20 - 22. 
P ioneer Publishers, 1987-; 112 pp., 
50 cents. O rde r fro m  Pioneer 
Publishers, 116 U n ive rs ity  Place, 
New Y o rk  3, N . Y .)
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News Exchange, 51 S. M ain 
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B ay S tate Pharm acy,
840 T rem on t S t.; Andel- 
m an’s Newsstand, 46 Shaw- 
m u t Ave.

B U F F A L O
SE corner M ain  &  M ohawk

C A M P B E L L , O.
E ide lm an’s Newsstand, W il
son Ave. near Sheet and 
Tube Em ploym ent O ffice.

C H IC AG O
Ceshinsky’s Book Store,
2750 W . D iv is ion  
Socia list W orkers  Bookshop, 
Room 317, 160 N . W ells.

D E T R O IT
F a m ily  Theatre Newsstand, 
opposite thea te r 
“ M il i ta n t ”  Bookshop,
3513 W oodward - Room 21.

LOS A N G E LE S
Downtown : N E  corner 5th 
and M a in ; 326 W . 5 S t.; Con
solidated B ldg. 6 th  and H i l l ;  
Modern Book Shop 232 So. 
H ill,  Room 200.
Boyle H g t.:  corner Wabash 
&  Evergreen; 2210)4 B k lyn  
Ave.
H o llyw ood: Stands a t H o lly 
wood and Cahuenga, H o lly 
wood and Los Palmos, H o l
lywood &  N . H igh land. 
Southwest: corner R obert
son &  Pico B lvds.
South Gate: South side Book 
Shop, 8026 Seville  Ave.

M IN N E A P O L IS  
Labor Book Store, 10 S. 4 St. 
Shinder’s News Agency 
Hennepin Ave. and 6th St.; 
P ioneer News * Agency,
238 2nd Ave., S outh; H ap
p y ’s Stand, 8 th  St. and N ic 
o lle t.

M IL W A U K E E
N .W . corner, W isconsin Ave. 
on T h ird  St.
M il ita n t  Bookshop, 926 
P la nk ing ton  Ave., Rm. 21.

N E W  H A V E N
Nodelm an’s News Depot,
106 Ghurch St.

N E W A R K
Downtown —  Newsstand a t 
11 S p rin g fie ld  Ave.

N E W  YO RK
M an ha ttan : 14th St. between 
2nd Avenue and S ix th  Ave. 
Newsstands on 42nd St. be
tween 5 th  and 6th Aves.;

P H IL A D E L P H IA
G erm antown and Leh igh 
Aves., N .W . corner 13th St. 
and M a rke t S t.

R E A D IN G
H erm an’s Newsstand, 131 
Buttonw ood S t.

S A N  D IEG O , C A L .
242 B roadw ay

S A N  FR AN C ISC O  
F itzg e ra ld  News Agency, 
21-4th S t.; Duncan’s N ew s
stand, 1986 S u ite r S t.; R ay’s 
Smoke Shop, 1174 S u tte r S t.; 
M acDonald’s Book Store, 867 
M ission S t.; Golden Gate* 
News Agency, 81 - 3rd S t.;

S A N  PEDRO
Johnson’s Pool H a ll,
531 Beacon S t.; LaRue 
Pharm acy, 1 3 0 9 Pacific ; 
W illia m s ’ Bookstore, 284-6 
S t.; A bram s Pharm acy, 1002 
S. G pffey.

S E A T T L E
E cke rt’s, corner W ashington 
St. and 1st A ve.; B ishop’s 
D ru g  Store, 507 Jackson S t.; 
R aym er’s Book Store, 905- 
3rd A ve ; Pool Room, 500 
M ain  S t.; L ib e r ty  News, 3rd 
and Pike.

TO LE D O
B ranch ’s Sports Center, 908 
W ashington St.
M ain D rug  Store, M ich igan 
St. and M adison Ave.

YO U N G S TO W N  
Terrace Confectionary,
1947 Jacobs Road

pond to k ic k s ;jb^ , c ra jy lin g  back 
fo r  l ic k  th e ir  m aster’s' boots. The 
recons titu tion  o f the  Dies Com
m ittee  before the "echoes of the 

■¿opening prayer had scarcely died 
.away in  the House,”  was in tend
ed, in  part, to p u t the crow ing 
libe ra ls  and labo r lackyes in  
“ th e ir  place.”

A t  the tim e  th is  is  w ritte n  
¿either H illm a n  o r M urra y  have 
-uttered a pc-ep. M any w orkers 
who pa rtic ipa ted  in  the prema
tu re  C IO -PAC “ v ic to ry ”  celebra
tio n  are wondering, “ who won 
the election?”  A fte r the action 
of Congress a t its  opening session, 
the W ashington correspondent of 
the Scripps-Howard press com
mented: “ The CIO has more reas
on today to  wonder, ‘who won 
the e lec tion? ’ and its  president, 
P h ilip  M urray, is  expected to 
have a statem ent on th a t subject 
before long.”  I t  should prove in 
teresting!

D E E P E N IN G  R E A C T IO N
A s fo r  the libera ls , l i fe  is f u l l  o f 

‘surprises fo r  th a t po litica l breed. 
They jo ined w ith  the labor “ sta
tesmen”  in  h a ilin g  Roosevelt as 
the "greatest lib e ra l of them  a l l ”  
and in  ju b ila t in g  over the demise 
of the Dies Committee. They 
looked fo rw ard  to the new “ pro
gressive”  Congress w ith  confi
dence and hope. The firs t news 
of the “ unforeseen”  resurrection 
of the Dies Committee set them 
s tu tte r in g  in  confusion. B u t you 
can always depend on the libera l 
muddle heads to find a s ilve r l in 
ing  in  every reactionary cloud. 
A  W ashington correspondent of 
the “ lib e ra l”  N. Y. d a ily  PM, re
po rts  th a t: “ House libe ra ls , s t i l l  
b lin k in g  a t the  spectre o f the 
Dies Com m ittee w h ich  the House 
retrieved from  the grave and im 
m orta lized today gathered th e ir  
forces to make certa in  th a t the 
1945-style un-Am erican ac tiv itie s  
group is composed of a m a jo rity  
of fa ir-m inded men.”  *

The record of the Roosevelt ad
m in is tra tio n  since the election, 
the ve ry  f irs t action of the new 
Congress, the anti-labor legis la
tio n  a lready th row n  in to  the Con
gressional hopper, are signs of 
a deepening reaction. By th e ir  
support of the cap ita lis t two 
p a rty  system, the libe ra ls  and la 
bor bureaucrats have led the w o rk 
ers in to  a trap. T h is  is no t the 
tim e, they howled, to launch an 
Independent Labor Party. T h is  
is the tim e, they said, to support 
Roosevelt and “ progressive’’ Dem
ocrats and Republicans. W ith  the 
aid o f th e ir  support Roosevelt 
and a “ progressive”  Congress 
were elected.

The f ru its  of th a t “ v ic to ry ”  
have already turned to b itte r  
ga ll. The workers are w a itin g  
fo r  H illm a n , M u rra y  and Com
pany to subm it an accounting of 
th e ir  p o litica l leadership. Who 
won the election?

U nder the im petus g iven by 
Roosevelt a num ber o f forced 
labo r measures have a lready been 
in troduced in to  Congress. The 
m ost v icious o f these measures 
are the b ills  designed to conscrip t 
4 -F ’s in to  labo r ba tta lions. I t  is 
th is  type  o f le g is la tio n  which 
Roosevelt demanded Congress 
enact “ im m ed ia te ly ”  pending “ ac
tio n  by Congress on the  broader 
aspects o f na tiona l service.”

A  Scripps-Howard s ta ff w r ite r  
indicates w hat the brass hats 
have in  m ind  fo r the  4-F con
sc rip t: “ He would be in  un ifo rm , 
do ing hard w o rk  w ith o u t benefit 
o f h igh  c iv ilia n  pay —■ but also 
w ith o u t the benefits voted by Con 
gress to men in  the armed serv
ices. He would be in  a  stigm a
tized service.”

A N T I-U N IO N  B IL L S
Undersecretary o f N avy Bard 

testified th a t the object of 4-F 
leg is la tion  is to make “ w ork  bat
ta lio n ”  service so una ttrac tive  
“ th a t p ra c tica lly  no ono in  his 
r ig h t m ind would be Interested in  
jo in in g  i t . ”  Chairm an May of 
the House M il ita ry  A ffa irs  Com
m ittee, au thor o f a 4-F b ill,  stated 
th a t lie  would oppose any “ com
pu ls ion " on 4-F conscripts to 
“ jo in  un ions i f  assigned to closed 
shops.”

A no the r Roosevelt Dem ocrat, 
Representative Colm er o f M issis
s ipp i has in troduced a b il l p ro v id 
in g  th a t “ s tr ike rs  in  essential in 
d u s try  o r w o rkers  w ith  bad 
• absentee records”  be d ra fte d  in to  
labo r ba tta lions. O ther Democrats 
and Republicans c ritic ize  the 4-F  
b ills  fo r  n o t go ing fa r  enough. 
They w a n t a fp ll-b lo w n  na tiona l 
service act th a t would conscrip t 
a ll men and women between the 
ages o f 18 and 45.

B oth  the A F L  and CIO are on 
record aga inst labor conscrip tion. 
I t  w a s . labo r’s vote th a t elected 
Roosevelt. B y th e ir  unconditiona l 
support o f the fo u rth  te rm  
candidate the labo r “ statesmert”  
freed Roosevelt fro m  any re 
s tra in t in  c a rry in g  th rough  the 
p rogram  o f ’ B ig  Business. H i l l 
man, M u rra y  and to . ,  boasted o f 
th e ir  g reat “ election v ic to ry ”  and 
hailed the election o f a “ progres
sive”  Congress. Yet no t a sing le  
voice in Congress has been raised 
to  defend the labo r movement 
against th is  drive  to  para lyze the 
unions and enslave the workers.

By Theodore Kovalesky
I  stopped sw earing. J im m y  grinned  a t  me and said, “ Seems 

lik e  you’re never satisfied. In  the  sum m ertim e you ’re sw earing  be
cause i t ’s too hot. Now  you’re sw earing because i t ’s too cold. W h a t 
do you w a n t? ”

1 grinned back a t h im , because th a t ’s w h a t you do. Y o u ’re cold. 
You have a bad cough th a t you’ve had a couple o f m onths, b u t you 
ju s t joke about it .  W hat else are you go ing  to  do— go to  P a lm  Beach 
and lie  in th e  sand lik e  the  stockholders ?

I t ’s bad enough ju s t g e ttin g  to  w o rk  in  the w in te r. B u t wheta 
you do get there, you’re  re a lly  in  fo r  som ething.

You p u t on you r fu rnace tags, 
to rn  and b u rn t fro m  you r w ork.
The locke r room ’s an old place, 
and cracks and bad ly f itte d  
w indows and doors le t the w in te r 
in  on you as you dress.

You p ick up you r lunch bag 
and coffee bo ttle  and s ta r t  ou t in 
the snow and darkness o f early  
m orn ing, headed fo r  you r furnace, 
a lm ost h a lf a m ile  down the line.
When you’re h a lfw a y  there your 
face has s tiffe ne d  w ith  the cold, 
and you’re covered w ith  snow.

You d rag  you r w e t fee t up the 
s ta irs  o f the  b las t furnace, g ra te 
fu l fo r  the flam es and m olten iron .
B u t i t  doesn’t  take  ve ry  long fo r  
th is  g ra titu d e  to  be fo rg o tte n , washed ou t o f you w ith  you r sweat.

A f te r  cast you have to clean up, and clean ing up on the  drty 
s h ift  usua lly  means “ p u llin g ”  the troug h . W ith  a bar and shovel 
y ou d ig  the slag and coke (red h o t a sho rt t im e  ago and now s t i l l  
red irt places) ou t <5f the  troug h  and reb u ild  the  bo ttom  and sides 
w ith  clay. W ith  the  sm ell o f you r b u rn in g  shoe soles in  you r nose 
you d ig  and pound u n t il the  job is finished.

T ired , you r heavy underwear soggy w ith  sweat, you clim b ou t 
and trtke care o f the res t o f you r w ork. O nly, now  you ’re  ou t o f the  
trough , i t  isn ’t  ho t any more. Y ou ’ve stepped ou t o f h e ll and s tra ig h t 
in to  S iberia. The w ind  h its  you. S livers o f snow d ig  in to  you. Soon 
the  ho t sweat th a t covers you r body has cooled, and you begin to  
sh iver . . . and p robab ly  to  swear.

Y ou r cleanup finished, you t r y  to  ge t w arm . Even the  coffee th a t 
you’ve p u t on the  steam pipes doesn’t  help much a t f irs t.  F in a lly , 
ju s t as you begin to fee l a lm ost human i t ’s tim e  to  cast again, so 
cu t you go in to  the cold once more.

D iscom forts— And Dangers
B u t i t ’s no t ju s t d iscom fort th a t makes w in te r so bad on the 

b last furnace lin e : i t ’s much more dangerous on the  furnaces d u rin g  
w in te r. W hat i f  a lad le ’s w e t?  Even a cinder ladle is sure to  get 
some iro n  in  i t  d u rin g  cast, and when th a t  iro n  gets down to  the  
m oistu re in  the bottom , the  whole th in g  blows up. I f  you’re near i t ,  
you haven’t  go t a chance.

W h a t i f  you set the gates w ith  w e t coke, w h a t i f  the re ’s a l i t t le  
snow o r ice in  i t?  W hen the iro n  h its  i t ,  the re  w i l l  be fire  and a 
shower o f m olten m eta l a l l over the  fu rnace  f lo o r  . . . and the keeper 
had be tte r duck and ru n  i f  he w ants  to  live .

W h a t i f  the  c lay  is frozen  when i t ’s tim e  to  stop the  tap p in g  
hole? There have been cafees where the  c lay gun (w h ich  m ust weigh 
a t least five  torts and p robab ly  m uch m ore) has been b low n ap a rt 
and scattered a ll over the furnace.

W ell, these th ings  don’t  happen to  occur today, so you ’re a live  
a t the  end o f you r s h ift ,  and, drenched aga in  w ith  sweat, you go 
down the s ta irs  and s ta r t  p lodd ing  back th rou gh  the  snow, t r ip p in g  
on ra ilro a d  tracks, sk idd ing  in to  icecold puddles, and sh ivering .

A ltho ug h  you’ve g o t a long cold t r ip  home, you’ve go t to  ge t 
in to  the shower f irs t,  because you can’t  p u t y o u r s tree t clothes on 
over a ll the  sweat and d ir t  th a t you ’ve accum ulated d u rin g  the  past 
e igh t hours. T h a t is s t i l l  another in v ita t io n  to  pneumonia, bu t you 
can’t  a ffo rd  to  Yuin you r c lo th ing , n o t as long as the b last fu rnace 
w orkers make on ly n in e ty  cents to  a l i t t le  b e tte r than  a d o lla r an 
hour, depending on w ha t job they have.

So you swear. You swear in  the sum m er When i t ’s too hot, and 
you swear in  the  w in te r when i t ’s too cold. You don’ t  go to  Palm  
Beach, because you can’t  a ffo rd  it .  You don’t  even s tay home in  bed 
on m orn ings when the tem pera tu re  slides shuddering down below 
zero and the  b lack w ind pushes a t you r house and hoots a t you. No, 
you get up and get ou t and r is k  you r l i fe  in  the  dangers and d is 
com forts  o f the steel m ill, because you’re a w orker, and i f  you don’t  
do it ,  you won’ t  eat.

10 Years Ago 
In The Militant

JAN UARY 12, 1935
W A S H IN G T O N — W hile  m illio ns  o f unemployed w orkers s trugg led  

to  ex is t on s ta rva tio n  handouts o f re lie f, P res ident Roosevelt 
in  his annual budgetary message to  Congress procla im ed: “ The 
Federa l G overnm ent m ust and sha ll q u it th is  business o f p r iv a te  
re lie f .”

V a s tly  unde rs ta ting  the tru e  conditions, Roosevelt estim ated 
th a t 5,000,000 w orkers, “ 1,500,000 o f them  unem ployable,”  were 
jobless. F o r the  3,500,000 “ em ployables”  he advocated pub lic  
w orks—-with an app ro p ria tion  w h ich could no t provide w o rk  
fo r  m ore than a th ird  o f them  fo r  1935. Even these, Roosevelt 
recommended, were to  be pa id wages “ no t so la rge  as to  en
courage the re jec tion  o f opportun ities  in  p r iva te  em ploym ent”  
where a $12 a week m in im um  existed fo r  m ost indus tries  under 
the N a tion a l Recovery A c t codes. The rubber t ire  in du s try , how
ever, had a $10 m in im um ; te x tile  bag w orkers, $8.60; southern 
la un d ry  w orkers  $5.60— and w o rk  p ro je c t wages were no t to  
c o n flic t w ith  such m ag n ificen t “ oppo rtun ities .”

Thus Roosevelt’s m uch-praised public w orks p rogram  was 
exposed once more as a means o f ho ld ing down the wage level 
o f the A m erican w o rk in g  class, w h ile  a tte m p tin g  to  a ve rt re 
sistance to  c a p ita lis t chaos by “ am e lio ra tin g ”  in to le rab le  con
d itions.

S A C R A M E N T O — A lb e r t Goldman, noted labo r a tto rn ey  re ta ined -by 
the N on-P a rtisan  Labo r Defense, was recognized as a tto rn e y  
fo r  N orm an M in i, in  a b r ie f  session o f the C rim in a l Synd ica l
ism  t r ia l .  M in i was one o f the 18 m jl ita n t  leaders o f the Cannery 
and A g r ic u ltu ra l W orke rs  In d u s tr ia l U n ion  who were arrested 
on fram e-up  charges a t the  demand o f W est Coast a g r ic u ltu ra l 
barons, a f te r  th e ir  union had won s ig n if ic a n t ga ins fo r  the  
downtrodden m ig ra to ry  w orkers.

M IN N E A P O L IS — A s 2,000 garage mechanics w en t out on s tr ik e  
in  the T w in  C ities , General D rive rs  Uniort Local 574 sprang 
to  th e ir  help, de legating  V. R. Dunne to aid the s tr ik e  com m it
tee. The Mechanics U n ion demanded union recogn ition , a m in i
m um  o f 30 hours w o rk  a week, a m in im um  o f 90 cents an hour lo r  
mechanics, 65 cents fo r  mechanics and washers, sen io rity  l is t 
ings, and no d isc rim in a tio n  fo r 'u n io n  a c tiv ity .

The Truth in Dixie
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To defend the  USSR as 

the m ain fo rtress  o f the 

w o rld  p ro le ta ria t, against 

a ll assaults o f w o rld  im 

peria lism  and o f in te rn a l 

counter-revo lu tion , is  the 

m ost im p o rta n t du ty  o f 

e v e r y  class - conscious 

w orker.
—  LE O N  TR O TS K Y

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1 . M ilita ry  tra in in g  o f w orkers, financed 

jy  the  governm ent, b u t unde r c o n tro l 
o f the  trade un ions. Special o ffice rs ’ 
tra in in g  camps, financed by the  gov
ernm ent b u t c o n tro lle d  by the  trade 
un ions, to  tra in  w orkers to  become 
o ffice rs .

2. T rade u n io n  wages fo r  a ll w orkers 
d ra fte d  in to  the  arm y.

3 . F u ll e qu a lity  fo r  Negroes in  the  arm ed 
fo rces and the w ar in dustrie s— D ow n 
w ith  J im  C row ism  everyw here.

4 . C on fisca tion  o f a ll w ar p ro fits . E xp ro 
p ria tio n  o f a ll w ar in dus trie s  and th e ir  
ope ra tion  und e r w o rkers ’ c o n tro l.

5 . A  ris in g  scale o f wages to  m eet the  
ris in g  cost o f liv in g .

6 . W orke rs Defense Guards against v ig il
ante and fascist attacks.

7 . A n  Independent Labor P a rty  based on 
the Trade U nions.

8 . A  W orke rs ’ and Farm ers’ G overn
m ent.

9 . The defense o f the Soviet U n ion  
against im p e ria lis t a ttack.

Labor Solidarity
The life and death question facing the Greek 

workers in the c iv il war provoked by the Allies is 
aid from the working class in the rest of Europe 
—and Great Britain and the United States. The 
Greek workers lack abundant m ilita ry  supplies. 
They lack an industrial machine to produce such 
supplies. No matter how heroically they fight, the 
Greek partisans are doomed in a purely m ilita ry 
struggle against the Allied aggressor with his m il
lions of troops and unlimited sources of materiel.

The situation faced by the Greek workers has 
a historic precedent. The Bolsheviks, when they 
led the Russian workers in overthrowing the Rus
sian capitalists, were destitute of m ilita ry resources. 
But they called ojn the workers of the rest of the 
world to save them from Allied intervention. The 
workers responded. The power of the working class 
in -B rita in , and Europe, in the U. S. and other 
capitalist countries was decisive in saving the 
young workers’ state from the m ilita ry might of 
the imperialist bandits.

The policy of the Bolsheviks offers the only road 
out for the Greek workers. This policy is contin
ued today in the program of Trotskyism. A party 
based on this program would centralize the strug
gle, explain to the American and British workers 
the real situation in Greece, the revolutionary aims 
of the Greek workers and the counter-revolution-

I

ary aims of Allied imperialism! Such a party would 
fight for socialism and begin organizing a work
ers’ state in Greece.

Above all, the revolutionary socialist party 
would link the struggle of the Greek workers with 
that of the workers throughout Europe. The im
perious Allied command to disarm and bow meek
ly  before a counter-revolutionary puppet govern
ment has been addressed to the workers of Ita ly, 
France and Belgium as well as the workers of 
Greece.

The main strategic problem facing the European 
workers is to unite politically against the common 
evil of capitalist rule. Everywhere the workers face 
a common enemy— the tiny rapacious imperialist 
cliques.

The slogan “ For a Socialist United States of 
Europe!”  formulates the common problem facing 
the entire European working class. That is, to unite, 
centralize and plan the economy of the continent, 
dissolving the outgrown frontiers which throttle 
production and help generate the explosive force 
of reactionary war.

The interlocking of the struggle of the Greek 
workers with the class struggles of the Belgian, 
French, Italian and German workers would mark 
the appearance of a new world force of prodigious 
strength. No imperialist army could stand up be
fore its political offensive.

The Allied censorship prevents us from know
ing the strength of the conscious revolutionary so-- 
cialists in Greece. Even if  their voice is becoming 
stronger, however, the counter-revolutionary Stal
inists still head the mass movement and are doing 
their utmost to remain there while attempting to 
sell out the armed workers and peasants to Church
ill. So Iông as the'Stalinists are able to  appear 
as spokesmen for the masses, they w ill cover up, 
deny, and struggle against the revolutionary aims 
of these masses.

The present situation among the insurgent Greek 
workers makes it  all the more imperative for' the 
American and British workers to ra lly to the de
fense of their class brothers. The struggle of the 
working class at home is inevitably affected by the 
outcome of the struggle abroad. I f  counter-revolu
tion succeeds in crushing the Greek workers, re
action w ill be strengthened in both America and 
Great Britain.

Labor must safeguard the rising European revo
lution. The slogans of the day for American work
ers are: Hands o ff Greece! Hands o ff the European 
Revolution !

Militarism
In his January 6 message to the new Congress, 

Roosevelt bluntly demanded a federal law to make 
m ilita ry  conscription permanent. Such legislation 
would profoundly alter the character of American 
life during peacetime, forcing every youth in the 
land to undergo compulsory m ilitary training for 
one or more years.

This is the first time Roosevelt has openly in
sisted on peacetime conscription. Last year, he 
called for a National Service Act for young people 
that would force them to give up a year of their 
lives in the service of the nation.

Now Roosevelt is seizing what he thinks to be a 
golden opportunity to ram this legislation through 
Congress. The reverses on the battlefront and the 
heavy casualties cast such a pall that Roosevelt 
hopes the public w ill not oppose the proposed new 
federal law.

Roosevelt is carrying out the conspiracy of Big 
Business to Prussianize America. Proof that such 
a conspiracy exists is irrefutable. Last September, 
Charles E. Wilson, president of the General Elec
tric Corporation, speaking before the Army Ord
nance Association, told the brass hats and Big Busi
ness representatives present that it was necessary 
to "set the machinery in motion” for a program 
of peacetime militarization, because “ the revulsion 
against war not too long hence w ill be an almost 
insuperable obstacle to overcome.”

Roosevelt’s demand for peacetime conscription 
proves that Big Business is already preparing for 
a Third World War.

The workers, however, cannot oppose the princi
ple of m ilita ry training. Nowadays all questions 
are settled in the final analysis by armed power. 
It would be folly, consequently, to reject training 
that could save the labor movement from destruc
tion at the hands of a fascist m inority in this coun
try.

But to safeguard its own interests labor must 
exercise control over m ilita ry training. That is why 
trade union militants áre duty .bound to demand 
that m ilitary training be taken out of the hands 
of the reactionary brass hats and placed under the 
control of the trade unions.

Fiction And Fact
When he asked for a declaration of war, Roose

velt told the American people that the United 
States was entering the conflict to save the world 
for democracy. He spoke about Four Freedoms 
that the Allied armies would bring to the people 
of Europe. He talked about the necessity of com
batting fascism and nazism. Churchill sold the 
same bill of goods to the English workers.

Most of the workers and farmers undoubtedly 
took Roosevelt's declarations for good coin. They 
hate fascism and nazism. They know what hap
pened to the workers and poor people under the 
savage rule of H itler and Mussolini. Democratic 
rights, they are convinced, must be defended 
against the attack of reaction.

But the reality of the struggle has proved to lit  
quite different from what Roosevelt promised. 
First there were deals with former Nazi collabora
tors such as Darlan. Then there were deals with 
former pillars of fascism such as Badoglio and the 
Italian monarch.

Now the workers and farmers in the Allied ar
mies are ordered to shoot down the very people 
they thought were to be freed. In Belgium the 
American general Eisenhower gave these orders; in 
Greece the British general Scobie. How bitter the 
Allied troops must feel when they are forced to 
level their guns on the European workers who are 
fighting for their freedom!

Thus Roosevelt's promises have turned out to 
be treacherous fiction. The reality of this war is 
becoming more evident' each day. It is not at all 
a struggle for democracy against fascism, but a 
sordid struggle betweeh imperialist gangs, over col
onies, spheres of influence, economic and m ilitary 
bases.

W O R K E R S '  
F O R U M

No Faith in Roosevelt’s 
Wage and Job Promises

The columns are open to the opinions of the readers of The Militant. Letters 
are welcome on any subject of interest to the workers, but keep them short and include your 
riame and address. Indicate i f  you do not want your name printed. — Editor

against the companies and the A D e a | C o n tr ib u to r  
Government, and the w h ite  and 
colored who w o rk  side by side E d ito r :
in  the yards know th a t the ligh t | r  was more than pleased w ith  
against these conditions is the the pamphlets (sent by Pioneer 
common figh t ot a ll the workers. Publishers) and ce rta in ly  consi-

Christmas Work*
E d ito r:

The Los Angeles Un ion Pas
senger T e rm ina l w h ich  is owned 
and operated by the three ra i l
road systems i t  serves (Santa Fe, 
Southern Pacific, and Union Paci
fic) has had great d iff ic u lty  d u r
ing  the w ar in  ge tting  suffic ient 
help, p a rtic u la r ly  d u rin g  the 
C hristm as seasons, p r im a r ily  due 
to the low  wages and bad condi
tions offered. The base pay has 
been recently raised from  71 to 
80 cents bu t i t  is very d iff ic u lt 
to get an increase. F o r instance 
an experienced tra c to r d r ive r who 
m ust know  v ir tu a lly  every bag
gage car on every tra in  leaving 
and a rr iv in g  a t Los Angeles is 
paid, believe i t  o r not, 81 cents!-

Two- years ago the L.A.U.P.T. 
h ired boys under s ix tee n ' in  an 
attem pt to clear the heaviest 
Christm as m a il in  the c ity ’s h is 
to ry . In  add ition  to th is , by an 
agreement between the A rm y, the 
Post Office,* and the L.A.U.P.T,, 
scores of soldiers were forced to 
w o rk  in  the yards and Post 
Office T e rm ina l Annex fo r A rm y  
pay. T h is  year, however, fa r  from  
b e in g ^n y  shortage of labor, there 
was such an oversupply th a t a ll 
of the  ex tra  help was h ired  by 
the day and hundreds o f men 
(no t boys bu t laborers capable of 
doing the heaviest w o rk ) would 
w a it hoping to  get a days w ork  
in  order to get som ething fo r 
th e ir  fam ilies  fo r Christmas.

Even a t the peak o f the rush, 
scores o f these men would be 
turned away to  re tu rn  the next 
day o r another s h ift, s t i l l  hoping 
to  get on. In  the meantime, the 
change in  conditions ha^s b rough t 
no change in the arrangem ent 
w ith  the A rm y . This year as 
usual, the soldiers were forced to 
w ork on the m ails  fo r  A rm y  pay, 
thus th ro w in g  o ther men ou t of 
w ork.

T h is  is the way the Govern
m ent pampers the big ra ilroads 
w h ich  are m aking bigger profits 
than ever before due to trem en
dously increased tra ffic , increased 
rates and frozerf low wages, to 
say no th ing  of the widespread use 
of fa u lty  stock w h ich  is la rge ly  
responsible fo r  the trag ic  acci
dents so numerous in  recent 
months'.

There is p len tly  of resentment 
against these conditions by sol
d iers and w orkers a like, both

Dan Dreiser 
Los Angeles

Marshall Field
E d ito r:

In  the December 16 issue o f 
The M ilita n t,  the fo llo w in g  fa c 
tu a l m isstatem ent occurs:

“ I t  is perhaps mere coincidence 
th a t M a rsh a ll F ie ld , m u lt i-m il
lio n a ire  m erchant prince and 
owner o f sweat-shop co tton  te x 
t i le  m ills  in  the South, is also the 
owner o f PM .”

T h is  is a carelessly inco rrec t 
statem ent. I t  weakens the  whole 
a rtic le  and be trays serious care
lessness. W atch these th ings, 
please. I t ’s a g re a t paper, m ostly .

A  Reader 
Chicago

Ed. N o te : N a tu ra lly , the  New

der them strong m edicine capable 
of in s p ir in g  -any human being 
to jo in  the class struggle.

I  was very happy and pleased 
w ith  Comrade S te in ’s recent 
le tte r  and was also fla tte re d  on 
reading his speech to  the conven
tion  in  regard to  a correspondent 
in  C inc inna ti who wishes to  be 
pu t to w ork. I t  shows our e ffo r ts  
o r in te rests are appreciated by 
each o ther more than we realize. 
I t  is  ha rd ly  necessary fo r  me to 
a ttem p t to  express how grea t my 
desire is to include C inc inna ti as 
a rea l con tribu to r to  our cause.

A dopting  our slogan of “ doing 
w ha t is necessary,”  I  am sending 
in  8 more names fo r our sub
sc rip tion  lis t.

Inc id en ta lly , w hat would you 
suggest fo r lite ra tu re  fo r  w hat I  
re fe r to as the fo u rth  generation, 
m y daughter, 14 and m y son, 12

Y o rk  PM and Chicago Sun, wh ich 
p u rp o rt to  be lib e ra l and p ro 
labor, are no t m aking  pub lic  the 
fa c t th a t th e ir  owner, M arsh a ll 
F ie ld  I I I ,  holds la rge  in te rests in 
southern te x tile  m ills , nine o f 
them  in  D raper, Leaksv ille  and 
Spray, N o rth  Carolina.

! T h is  in fo rm a tio n  was made 
pub lic  in  the Janua ry  1942 Tex- 

I t i le  Labor, o ff ic ia l organ o f the 
C IO  T e x tile  W orkers  U n ion, and 
rep rin te d  in  the  January  17, 1942 
M ilita n t.  T e x tile  Labor reported 
th a t these m ills  were organized 

I on ly  “ a fte r  b it te r  company op
pos ition .”  The company, i t  fu r th e r  

! reported, refused to  renew the 
j  union con tract w h ich contained 
| “ im provem ents w h ich  are now 
I standard practice .”  N ego tia tions 

were conducted by the U . S. De
pa rtm e n t o f C oncilia tion. On De
cember 20, 1942,'th e  governm ent 
concilia tors proposed a basis o f 
se ttlem ent acceptable to  the 
un ion, b u t w h ich  the  company re 
jected.

I f  “ A  Reader”  is questioning 
our reference to  F ie ld ’s connec
tio n  w ith  PM , we b r in g  his a tten 
tio n  to  the paper’s da ily  published 
s ta tem ent o f ow nership : “ PM 
(O ffices, 164 Duane St., New 
Y o rk  13, N . Y .) is owned and pub
lished d a ily  except S atu rday by 
The Newspaper PM , Inc .: M A R 
S H A L L  F IE L D , pres ident.”

(he is on ly  interested in  H i-H o 
S ilve r! etc. on the rad io ). I  re
ca ll a  cartoon I  saw in  the Appeal 
to Reason in  m y youth, of old 
H enry  Dubbs (how  the fa t  capi
ta lis t  rode around on H e n ry ’s 
shoulders u n t il H e n ry  J r . grew  
up, when he rode on J u n io r ’s 
shoulders).

I  th in k  perhaps the greatest 
im pression made on me as a boy 
was by ac tua lly  experiencing dra
ma from  rea l life . An aged Ne
gro, a fo rm e r slave, came over to 
help m y fa the r cu t weeds ou t of 
h is cornfield, and d u rin g  the day 
he made th is  rem ark to m y dad 
and me: "A  lo t of colored fo lks 
begged Massa to take them  back 
a fte r the W ar was over.”

I  th in k  I  read Uncle Tom ’s Ca
b in  a t approxim ate ly  the same 
tim e, and being a boy I  couldn’t 
t ie  Simon Legree’s trea tm ent to 
a desire to go back to  Massa. ( I  
d id n ’t  know the m eaning of econ
omic pressure a t the tim e ). B u t I  
heard lite ra te  workers say to me, 
“ W hy b ite  the hand th a t feeds 
you?”  How absurd th is  sounds 
to us comrades, bu t i f  we could 
ju s t sell the masses on the fac t 
th a t we feed ourselves and also 
the em ployer, we would c.ertain ly 
have come a long way.

H . C.
C inc inna ti

A l l  Roosevelt’s pre-e lection prom ises to  the  con
tra ry ,  the  vas t m a jo r ity  o f the  A m erican  people do 
no t believe we are en te ring  an era o f “ 60,000,000 
postw ar jobs”  based on an annual na tiona l income 
o f $200,000,000,000, a lm ost th ree  tim es as g re a t as in  
the best previous p re -w a r year.

A  survey published la s t week by the  A m erican  In 
s t itu te  o f P ub lic  Opinion, po pu la rly  know n as the  
G allup P o ll, shows th a t 71 per cent o f the popu lation, 
inc lud ing  a ll classes fro m  w orkers to  em ployers, be
lieves th a t instead o f increasing, the w eekly incomes 
o f wage-earners are go ing to  decline.

The po ll was taken on the question: “ A f te r  the w a r 
do you th in k  the  w eekly income o f w orkers w i l l  be 
about the same as i t  is  now or w i l l  i t  be m ore o r 
less?”  O nly 5 per cent though t i t  would be more, and 
20 per cent, the same. Thus, comments George G a llyp , 
d irec to r o f the po ll, “ seven in  every 10 say they th in k  
w orkers w ill make less a fte r  the w ar, on ly tw o  in  10 
th in k  business and in d u s try  w i l l  be able to  m a in ta in  
e x is ting  levels.”

S ig n ifican tly , 6§ per cent o f the  businessmen polled 
were o f the op in ion th a t wages and incomes w i l l  
decline. The cap ita lis ts  are am ong the g loom iest 
elem ents w ith  respect to  the  “ pos tw ar”  prospects 
under th e ir  “ fre e  en te rp rise ”  m onopoly p ro fit  system .

“ A ltho ug h  a g re a t deal o f pos tw ar p lan n in g  is be
in g  predicated upon a h igh  na tiona l income,”  G allup 
observes, “ the A m erican  pub lic  is n o t convinced th a t 
income levels fo r  w orkers w i l l  be m ainta ined once the 
w a r ends. . . M oreover, th e ir  th in k in g  on the pos tw ar 
income question is  consistent w ith  th e ir  fee lin g  about 
postw ar job prospects. A  recent survey showed a 
m a jo r ity  be liev ing th a t once the w a r ends no t every
one is go ing' to be able to find  one.”

The S ta lin is t p ra tt le  about the “ golden era o f 
Teheran”  and the g lib  rep e titio n  by the libe ra ls  and 
labor fake rs  o f Roosevelt’s grandiose prom ise are a 
cover-up fo r  the  rea l “ pos tw ar”  fu tu re  under cap ita l
ism : wage-slash ing, un ionbusting  and mass unem ploy
ment.

Where the Carrion Lies 
The Vultures Hover

Spain
Signs are m u ltip ly in g  th a t the 

bloody Franco d ic ta torsh ip  is 
to tte r in g  and mass unrest, in c lud 
ing  armed clashes w ith  F ranco’s 
troops and police, are increasing.

A n  evidence of the in s ta b ility  
of F ranco’s regime is indicated 
by the recent s t ir  among the v a r i
ous p o lit ic a l faetjons ' in  exile 
w h ich  asp ire to re tu rn  to power 
in  Spain.

One faction, the Spanish “ Dem
ocrats,”  led by M iguel M aura in  
Paris, is  reported to be seeking 
an agreement w ith  Franco in  or
der to establish a new "demo
c ra tic ”  governm ent “ w ith o u t c iv il 
w ar.”  . T h is  idea has received 
unoffic ia l support from  the V a ti
can, since i t  was endorsed by 
11 Popolo’s ed itor, Guido Gonella, 
“ known to  be ve ry  close to 
Vatican circles and his opin ions 
are in te rp re ted  as expressing 
Vatican thought in  the m atte r,”  
reports ’ the January 6 N. Y. 
Times.

Juan Negrin , los t P rem ier of 
the defeated Lo ya lis t government, 
broke a five-year p o lit ic a l silence 
last week in  a statem ent to an 
anti-Franco ra l ly  in  New Y ork. 
Thus p u ttin g  in  his revived bid 
fo r  leadership of- a Spanish capi
ta lis t republic. He hopes, as ever, 
to ave rt a socia list revo lu tion .

M eanwhile, the Spanish masses 
are not w a itin g  fo r  the M auras 
and N egrins. Repeated strugg les 
have been reported fro m  Spain 
in recent weeks. The la tes t was 
a ba ttle  between gu e rilla  forces 
and Franco police th a t raged 
du rin g  C hris tm as week a t TA'r- 
ragona. M any arrests have been 
reported in  M adrid , Barcelona 
and Saragossa.

Belgium
The Belg ian C om m unist (S ta l

in is t)  P a rty  has recently experi
enced a phenomenal grow th. 
RraPeau Jtouge. the S ta lin is t da i
ly , is , reported^ to have over 140.- 
000 c ircu la tion , an enormous fig
ure fog t in y  Belgium.

P rio r to the war," the S ta lin is ts  
exercised a lesser influence. The

re fo rm is t Socia list P a rty  con tro l
led the mass fo llow ing . B u t the 
la tte r ’s treacherous policies have 
since placed i t  in  g reat d iscred it 
w ith  the Workers. Today, the “ So
c ia lis t”  leaders are try in g  to su r
v ive b y  c lin g in g  to  the detested 
A llie d  puppet reg im e o f P ie rlo t.

H a tred  fo r  the P ie r lo t regim e 
and a desire fo r  revo lu tiona ry  
change have turned the Belgian 
masses in  the  d irec tion  ,o f the 
S ta lin is t pa rty , which they m is
taken ly  believe to  be s t i l l  the 
p a rty  o f the October Revolution. 
The active ro le  o f the S ta lin is ts  
in  the an ti-N a z i resistance move
ment and the v ic tories  o f the Red 
A rm y  have fu r th e r  enhanced 
S ta lin is t prestige.

In  the firs t wave of revo lu tion 
a ry  upsurge, i t  is to be expected 
th a t the w orkers should tu rn  to 
the S ta lin is t Party. That, how
ever, is a tem porary phase. T lie 
B e lg ian w orkers w i l l  t u r n  
against S ta lin ism  as fast-unfo ld
ing  events disclose its  counter
revo lu tiona ry  aims. Some of the 
best revo lu tiona ry  elements have 
already begun to find th e ir  way 
to the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l. The 
London Times, November 21, con
ta ins  the f irs t  cap ita lis t press 
m ention of the a c tiv ity  of “ T ro t
sky is ts ”  in  Belgium .

Yugoslavia
The A llie d  powers and the 

K re m lin  bureaucracy are try in g  
to pave tlie  way fo r restora tion  
o f hated and c u rre n tly  jobless E u 
ropean monarchs, now quartered 
in  B r ita in , th rough the device of 
"regencies.”

Greece and I ta ly  have set the 
pa tte rn  fo r  the regency method 
o f preserving monarchism . Y ugo
slavia, under the con tro l o f 
S ta lin is t M arsha l T ito ’s forces 
and the Red A rm y , is the next 
country slated fo r  a regency, as 
a bridge to the u ltim a te  res to ra 
tion  o f K in g  Peter.

Peter a t f irs t balked a t the idea 
of a regency, but at. la test reports, 
he “ is reconciled to the idea”  
provided i t  is  “ one he h im se lf, 
would he allowed to appo int.” ,)

"Liberation"
The d is illus ionm ent o f so l

diers f ig h t in g  in  the Second 
Im p e ria lis t W orld  W ar is re 
flected in  the chang ing slang 
phrases, wh ich become more 
and more cyn ica l as the w ar 
aim s o f the cap ita lis ts  grow 
more clear. La test example in 
the B r it is h  arm y, according to 
the New Statesman and N a 
tion , is th is  one:

“ In  the ea rly  stages o f th is  
w ar i f  you go t e x tra  leave o r 
gasoline o r ra tions, you were 
said to  have ‘organized’ them. 
The la te s t v a ria n t I have heard 
was -.in a conversation in  a 
tra in , where a sold ier opposite 
said to his fr ie n d : ‘T h a t’s ‘ a 
fine coat you have. W here did 
you libe ra te  th a t? ” ’

The notorious slogan o f Am erican im peria lism , 
“ trade fo llow s  the f la g ,”  is a lready heard above the 
ro a f o f shells and bombs ju s t reaching th e ir  peak o f 
s laugh te r and devastation in  Europe. F o r where the 
ca rrion  is, the  vu ltu res  hover. A nd f ir s t  to  swarm  to  
the fea s t on the p ro s tra te  p re y  o f Europe are the  
Am erican bankers, vanguard o f “ d o lla r im p e ria lism .”

A  January 3 U n ited  Press dispatch fro m  London 
reports  th a t “ 20 A m erican bankers spent las t n ig h t 
gazing a t the coast o f B r ita in  w h ile  th e ir  sh ip  rode a t 
anchor w a itin g  to  go to France.”  They lacked visas 
fo r  B r ita in , so could no t land there  before proceeding 
to  the continent. They are, however, the vanguard o f 
“ 700 busiriesspieh g ranted pe rm its  to  resume business”  
in  “ libe ra ted”  Europe.

The m ost vex ing  problem  fo r  these b ig  business 
agents is lack  o f transp o rta tio n , i t  is  claimed. B u t 
a P aris  dispatch to  the N . Y . T im es gives the  as
surance th a t “ th is  prob lem  w i l l  be eased s h o rtly .”  
Then the im p a tie n t p lu to c ra tic  sw arm  w i l l  jo in  “ the 
pioneers now' in  Paris. . . P h il Copeland o f General 
M otors, A la n  Arx-agon o f a M organ  bank ing  f irm  and 
Augustus Rode and E. M . Ryan o f In te rn a tio n a l 
H a rves te r.”

I t  isn ’t  a ll pre tze ls and beer fo r  these hardy 
pioneers. These bankers and in d u s tr ia lis ts  have to be 
rugged. They have made “ the unpleasant discovery 
th a t the A rm y  is in  ve ry  ne a rly  to ta l possession o f 
the hotel fa c ilit ie s  o f Paris , th a t the y  cannot eat in  
•A rm y messes and th a t a d inner on the black m arke t 
runs fro m  $10 up” .

B u t th a t ’s a sm all sacrifice to pay fo r  the p riv ile ge  
o f being f irs t  on the scene to  grab the spoils o f im 
p e ria lis t conquest.

(N. Y. Times, January 4). He 
has ceded to th is  po in t of view 
under B r it is h  pressure and w ith  
the example o f Greece before 
h im .

The proposal fo r a regency 
council is contained in  an agree
m ent w h ich  P rem ier Ivan  Suba, 
s itch  of the Yugoslav government 
made w ith  T ito  and brought to 
London on December, 10, 1943.

Among the signatories of the 
pAct w h ich set up the present 
Yugoslav coa lition  government, 
the S ta lin is t-m onarch ica l com bi
na tion  sponsoring the regency, is 
D r. Ju rg  Sutej. He was finance 
m in is te r under the savage regime 
of Prince Paul who preceded K in g  
Peter. Sute j, a C roat, w en t over 
to H it le r ’s side, tra n s fe rrin g  $10.- 
000,000 of Yugoslav governm ent 
funds fro m  A m erica  to  A rge n tin a , 
vdiere i t  is  being used by Croa
t ia ’s pro-Nazi Q u is ling  govern
ment. Today Sutej holds the 
posts in  the T ito  governm ent of 
M in is te r of Finance, Trade and 
W ar. As fo r T ito ’s P rim e M in is 
te r, Subasitch, he openly defended 
the previous Yugoslav Pact w ith  
H it le r  and as Governor of C roatia 
in troduced an ti-S em itic  legisla
tion . Such is the “ dem ocratic”  
reg im e S ta lin  and the A llies  have 
•imposed bn Yugoslavia.

Federal Court Goes Easy 
On Corporation Criminals

“ The q u a lity  o f m ercy is n o t s tra ined ”  whenever 
the ca p ita lis t courts deal w ith  b ig  business crim ina ls . 
A federa l cou rt in  N ew ark, N . J., recen tly  gave 
another ty p ic a l example o f th a t “ jus tice  tem pered 
w ith  m ercy”  tbw 'ard corpora te crooks w'hich the  courts 
ra re ly  d isp lay tow a rd  luckless w orkers  caugh t in  the 
to ils  o f the law .

The governm ent had in s titu te d  c r im in a l proceedings 
against nine lead ing corpora tions and th e ir  o fficers 
fo r  collusive b idd ing on w a r contracts fo r  the m anufac
tu re  o f w ire  cable. These corpora tions included 
General E le c tr ic , Anaconda W ire  and Cable, Phelps 
Dodge Copper Products, A m erican Steel and W ire , 
General Cable, N a tiona l E le c tr ic  Products, Rockbestos 
Products, O kon ite and C o llye r Insu la ted W ire .

B u t these corpora te crim ina ls , ho ld ing hundreds o f 
m illio ns  in  governm ent w a r contracts, are n o t go ing  
to  ja il.  They pleaded the usual “ no la contendere,”  no 
contest o f the governm ent’s charges, a  v ir tu a l ad
m ission o f g u ilt .  Then, the broad-m inded judge m ere ly  
imposed a to ta l o f  $70,000 in  fines— a m icroscopic 
fra c tio n  o f the w a r p ro fits  the defendants have clean
ed up on th e ir  il le g a l practices.

In  add ition , the  governm ent k in d ly  agreed to  
dism iss a ll pending c iv il proceedings fo r  the  recovery 
o f excess p ro fits .”  I t  was announced th a t the  
defendant corpora tions had niade a “ se ttlem ent,”  in  
w h ich the y  henceforth  agreed" to  accept the N a vy  De
p a rtm e n t’s de te rm ina tion  o f a “ reasonable re tu rn ”  
on contracts.

The m agnitude o f the p ro fits  raked in  b y  these 
(torporations, w ith  the  aid o f th e ir  c r im in a l practices, 
is indicated by an announcement o f U. S. A tto rn e y  
John McGohey. He reported th a t these corpora tions 
have renegotiated the contracts invo lved in  the  co l
lusive b idd ing  and made re s titu t io n  to  the governm ent 
o f “ excess p ro fits ”  am ounting  to  $100,000,000. A n d  
th a t ’s ju s t p a r t o f the loo t!

Thus, corpora tion  sw indlers o f hundreds o f m illio n s  
are “ punished”  w ith  picayune fines th a t th e ir  firm s  
p robab ly charge up to  “ p e tty  cash.”


