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SLAVE LABOR BILL ADOPTED BY HOUSE
12 Released Trotskyists Honored A t Meeting

- &

r
Fighters For Labor’s Rights 
Given Ovation A t Mass Rally

By A rt Preis
N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y , Feb. 2 —  Over 800 un ion ists and o ther 

progressive figh te rs  fo r  c iv il libe rtie s  th is  evening jam m ed the Grand 
B a llroom  o f the H ote l D ip lo m a t here to honor the 12 M inneapolis 
Labor Case defendants released la s t week a f te r  th e ir  13 months 
behind Roosevelt’s prison bars.

Insp ired  by the im prisoned T ro ts k y is t leaders’ courageous stand 
fo r  labor's r ig h ts , th is  Welcome Home Mass M eeting, sponsored 
by the  C iv il R igh ts  Defense Com m ittee, en thus ias tica lly  pledged to 
continue the  s tru g g le  fo r  repeal o f the  in fam ous S m ith  “ Gag”  A c t 
under w h ich the  S oc ia lis t W orkers  P a rty  leaders were the f irs t  labor 
v ic tim s. The demand was issued fo r  an uncond itiona l p res identia l 
pardon and res to ra tion  o f th e ir  f u l l  c itizensh ip r ig h ts , now denied 
the defendants because o f th e ir  “ fe lo n y ”  convictions.

Prolonged O.vation
A  prolonged ovation was accorded to the th ree released prisoners 

who addressed the m eeting, A lb e r t  Goldman, F a rre ll Dobbs and 
F e lix  M orrow , and to James P. Cannon, who was unable to  attend 
because o f illness b u t sent a s t ir r in g  s ta tem ent to  the  gatheidng.

The released S ocia lis t W orkers P a rty  and M inneapolis T ruck- 
d rive rs  Local 544-CIO leaders spoke w ith  the fe rv o r o f the  revo lu 
t io n a ry  socia lis t convictions fo r  w h ich  they were ra ilroaded to prison 
and w h ich  c a p ita lis t governm ent persecution has on ly  deepened. They 
issued a m il ita n t  ca ll to a ll labo r to un ite  in unceasing s tru g g le  
aga ins t ca p ita lis t reaction and in  defense o f the w o rkers ’ r ig h ts .

O utstand ing labo r and c iv il libe rtie s  leaders jo ined in  g ree ting  
the  re tu rned  T ro ts k y is t figh ters. The welcom ing speakers included 
Osmund K . F raenke l, counsel fo r  the Am erican C iv il L ibe rties  
U n ion ; James T. F a rre ll, noted no ve lis t and C hairm an o f the C iv il 
R ig h ts  Defense C om m ittee; B en jam in  S. M cLaurin , In te rn a tio n a l 
F ie ld  O rgan izer o f the A F L  B rotherhood o f S leeping Car Porters 
and N a tion a l Secretary o f the N egro M arch  on W ash ing ton M ove
m en t; and B. A . Gebiner, A ss is tan t Geneval Secretary o f the W o rk 
m en’s C ircle. George Novack, CRDC N a tion a l Secretary, was the 
cMriRan.........  . ........>

A t  th is  m a is  m eeting, a ll the 18 T ro tsky is ts  origirtaiUY- im 
prisoned, 6 o f whom" were released las t October, dem onstrated the 
f r o n t  o f s o lid a rity  they have m ainta ined th rou gh ou t th e ir  t r ia l and 
im prisonm ent. Oscar Shoenfeld, K a r l Kuchn and A1 Russel, released 
la s t October fro m  D anbury, Conn., prison, sat on the p la tfo rm  w ith  
th e ir  new ly-re leased comrades fro m  the Sandstone, M inn., peniten
t ia ry .  A  message o f s o lid a r ity  came fro m  the o th e r M inneapolis 
prisoners, Grace Carlson, Jake Cooper, Oscar Coover, H a rry  DeBoer, 
V incen t Dunne, M ax Geldman, C larence Ham el, E m il Hansen, Carlos 
Hudson, Ed P a lm qu is t and C arl Skoglund.

Cannon’s Statement
In  h is s ta tem ent read a t the opening o f the m eeting, Comrade 

Cannon, founder o f the A m erican T ro ts k y is t movem ent and SWP 
N a tion a l Secretary, pa id special t r ib u te  to  Grace Carlson, sole woman 
am ong the defendants, who was separated fro m  the rest o f her 
comrades a ll alone a t the women’s prison in  A lderson, W . Ya. She 
is  a ffec tio n a te ly  called “ The Senator”  since the tim e  in  1910 when 
Bhe ran on the M innesota SW P tic k e t fo r  the U. S. Senate.

“ O ur hearts ached fo r  ou r Senator there a ll alone w ith  such 
(Continued on page 3)

Cleveland Auto 
Militants Fight 
No-Strike Pledge

CLEVELAND, 0. — The 
struggle to win a majority vote 
to revoke the no-strike pledge 
in the CIO United Automobile 
Workers’ current referendum 
has been gaining momentum 
in this leading Ohio industrial 
center.

A Cuyahoga County committee 
of the UAW  Rank and F ile  Cau
cus, wh ich is conducting the na
tion a l figh t against the no-strike 
surrender po licy, has been estab
lished. A t  the f irs t m eeting sev
era l weeks ago, lead ing officers 
and m ilita n ts  from  s ix  UAW  
plants jo ined the Rank and F ile . 
Since then, - new adherents have 
been jo in in g  in  increasing num 
bers weekly.

Thousands of leaflets exp la in
ing  the necessity fo r  vo ting  
against rea ffirm a tion  of the no
s tr ik e  pledge have been d is tr ib 
uted th roughou t the auto plants 
here. These lea fle ts , s im ila r to  
those d is tribu ted  by the Rank 
and F ile  in  D e tro it, have received 
a w ide sym pathetic response.

A n unprecedent slander cam
paign has been unleashed against 
the auto m ilita n ts  here by the 
S ta lin is ts . F o r years the  S ta lin 
is ts  have dom inated the local CIO 
council and m any of the im por
ta n t U A W  locals. The reactionary 
S ta lin is ts  howls are r is in g  in  p ro
po rtion  to the inroads be ing made 
b y  the R ank and F ile  among 
w orkers in  the S ta lin is t s trong
holds.

The porkchoppers and payrol- 
lees of the U A W  In te rn a tion a l 
Board, together w ith  the S ta lin 
ists, are spending huge sums of 
money and engaging in  every d ir 
ty  tr ic k . T yp ica l of th e ir  m eth
ods is one lea fle t fu l l  of the v iles t 
lies against the hundreds of 
thousands o f UAW  m ilita n ts  who 
oppose the no-strike policy.

A n  example of th e ir  slanders 
is th a t the Rank and F ile  wants 
“ to create a s tr ik e  wave so tha t 
fascism w ill no t be defeated . . . 
subversive in d iv id u a ls  . . .  do not 
w ant our boys to come back,”  etc. 
T h is  is said of the best union 
figh ters s tr iv in g  to m a in ta in  de
cent conditions fo r  th e ir  brothers, 
sons, husbands in  the armed 
forces to come back to.

Los Angeles SWP Runs 
Candidate For Mayor

(B y  W ire  to  T H E  M IL IT A N T )

By J. Simons
LOS AN G ELES, Feb. 3 — The 

C a lifo rn ia  Socia list W orkers Par
ty  today launched its  campaign 
fo r  M yra  Tanner Weiss as candi
date fo r M ayor in  the forthcom 
in g  p rim aries. An enthusiastic 
audience of 150 Negro, w h ite , F i l
ip in o  and Mexican w orkers a t
tend ing the f irs t  election ra lly  of 
the C a lifo rn ia  SWP, heard Com
rade M yra  Weiss present a p ro 
gram  fo r the defense of labo r’s 
in te rests against the savage offen
s ive of B ig  Business.

In  a figh ting  speech which drew 
ovations, the T ro tsky is t candidate 
ou tlined  an election p la tfo rm  in 
opposition to the  anti-labor p o li
cies of tho Roosevelt ad m in is tra 
t io n  and local open-shop employ
ers and po litic ians . Comrade 
M yra  Weiss .called fo r the speed
ies t possible fo rm a tion  of the la
bo r p a rty  and election of labor's 
own representatives as the most 
e ffec tive  answer to the wage and 
job freeze and forced labor legis
la tion .

W O R K E R S ’ CO NTRO L
T o  the  reac tionary  schemes o f 

th e  c a p ita lis t governm ent she 
counterposed the w o rk in g  class 
p rogram  o f the r ig h t  to  s trike , 
scrapp ing o f the  L i t t le  Steel 
fo rm u la , abo lition  o f sales taxes 
on necessities o f life , and repeal 
o f a ll taxes on w orkers ’ wages. 
A no ther key p lank in  the p la t
fo rm  is the  trade un ion .demand 
p f a r is in g  scale of wages to meet

M Y R A  T A N N E R  W EISS

the r is in g  cost o f liv in g . In  her 
speech, in dealing w ith  post
war problems, Comrade M yra 
Weiss w ent on to expla in why 
the slogan of “ jobs fo r a l l ”  is  a 
sham unless i t  is  implemented by 
a w o rk in g  class program  fo r fu ll 
u tiliz a tio n  of A m erica ’s g igantic  
productive capacity, based on 
w orkers ’ contro l o f a ll govern
ment-owned plants. T h is  in  tu rn  
m ust be a f irs t step toward w o rk 
ers’ con tro l of production, i f  
Am erican labor is to escape a de
pression more devastating than 
the last-

“ B ig  iThree” Conference

Roosevelt And Brass Hats 
Spur Union-Smashing Drive
Administration Steamroller Forces Through 
Bill Conscripting Labor For Private Profit

The forces o f capitalist reaction m obilized in  
the ir union-smashing drive under the leadership o f  
Roosevelt and his General S ta ff last week jam m ed  
the May-Bailey slave labor b ill through the House o f 
Representatives. This measure would strip the labor 
movement o f the most im portant social gains made 
in  decades o f struggle.

W idely  ballyhooed by the brass hats as a “ win- 
the-war”  measure, the b ill is actually an open declara
tion o f war against the Am erican w orking class. This  
most vicious piece o f class legislation aims to place

the w orking class com
pletely at the mercy of

The “ Big Three” Conference: 
Secret Diplomacy In  Action

Comrade M yra  Weiss pledged 
an unceasing f ig h t  aga inst rac ia l 
d isc rim in a tio n , stressing th a t the 
demand fo r fu l l  social .and poli 
t ic a l equa lity  of a ll peoples is 
in ex trica b ly  bound up w ith  the 
strugg le fo r  w orkers ’ r ig h ts . In 
C a lifo rn ia , Negroes. Mexicans and 
O rienta ls have been v ic ious ly  per
secuted under cover of the war. 
Japanese fam ilies  have been d r iv 
en from  tb e ir  farm s fo r the p ro fit 
of a g ric u ltu ra l barons; nineteen 
Mexican youths were framed-up 
in the Sleepy Lagoon case as part 
of tho te rro r campaign against 
both Mexicans and Negroes.

Exposing the crimes of the A l
lies against workers in  Greece, 
I ta ly  and Belgium , tbc T ro tsky 
ist. candidate raised the slogan 
“ Hands O ff the European Revolu
t io n .”  A round tbc ba ll were 
streamers reading “ Make Los A n
geles A  One Hundred Percent U n 
ion T o w n !”  “ Down W ith  J im  
C ro w !”  and “ B u ild  The Labor 
P a r ty !”

D em onstra ting  th e ir  agreement 
w ith  the  T ro ts k y is t p la tfo rm , 
the assembled workers co n trib u t
ed $410 to aid the cam paign. A t  
the close o f the  m eeting, the 
cha irm an announced th a t 600 
s ignatures o f the 1,000 necessary 
to  place Comrade M yra  W eiss on 
the ba llo t have already been ob
tained. F our w orkers jo ined the 
Socia lis t W’orkers P a rty , at th is  
in s p ir in g  public ra lly .

The candidacy of Comrade 
M yra  Weiss is endorsed by The 
ililitan t.

S IN IS T E R  D E A L IN G S
W hat have they to hide? The 

un fo ldm ent of the s in is te r deal
ings a t Teheran illu s tra te  how 
im pera tive  i t  is fo r  the “ B ig  
Three”  to cu rta in  th e ir  meetings 
w ith  secrecy. Here, too, rum ors 
of an im pending meeting filled 
the a ir. F in a lly  a vaporous state
ment fu l l  of meaningless, idea l
is tic  phrases was issued to the 
public. B u t fo r  the revo lu tiona ry  
developments in  Greece, Belg ium  
and I ta ly ,  the t ru th  m ig h t s t i l l  
have been buried. The lid  clamped 
over the agreements made a t 
Teheran was pried open only by 
the storm  o f ind igna tion  th a t 
swept over England and the U. S. 
a t the a ttem p t to impose puppet 
governm ents in Belg ium  a n d  
Greece w ith  lend-lcase tom m y 
guns, tanks, and planes manned 
by B r it is h  troops.

C h u rch ill to ld the House of 
Commons on December 8;

“ A t  the Quebec conference i t  
was proposed by the combined 
chiefs of s ta ff tha t the B r it is h  
should prepare forces to occupy 
the Athens area and pave the 
way . . . fo r  the in s ta llm e n t of 
the Greek Government wh ich we 
and tile  great bu lk  o f the United 
Nations have fo rm a lly  recog
nized.”

JO IN T  A R R A N G E M E N T S
T h is  completed his statement 

tha t Roosevelt and S ta lin  had 
turned over Greece. I ta ly  and 
Belgium  as “ spheres of in f lu 
ence.”

And again on Belg ium :
“ I  have no hesita tion in  saying 

th a t no t on ly  did we obey Gen
era l E isenhower’s orders, b u t we

orders wise and

By H arry  M artell
The three conspirators are meeting again. As before, secrecy 

—complete and impenetrable— shrouds the conference of Stalin, 
Churchill and Roosevelt. Not a single word has been officially, 
issued concerning the agenda’ of the conference or the plans of 
the participants. Even the correspondents of the prostituted 
world press, whose reports are censored and re-censored by civil 
and m ilita ry  authorities, are barred. The doors are securely 
bolted. Against whom? C erta in-^ 
ly not against enemy inte lli
gence — for everyone knows 
that the principal topics before 
the conference w ill be political 
not military, exactly as they were 
a t Teheran, a t Cairo, a t Moscow, 
a t Quebec. The doors are locked 
against the peoples. The arch
p lo tte rs  of the counter-revolution 
are p lann ing  the d iv is ion  of E u r
ope, the despoliation of its  re 
sources, the suppression and ex
p lo ita tion  of its  s tricken  peoples.

S i-

thought. those 
sensible.”

On I ta ly :
“ We have a jo in t arrangem ent 

w ith  A m erica about I ta ly . ”
The B r it is h  M in is te r of Labor 

Bevin corroborated his boss at 
the Labor P arty  conference on 
December 13:

“ Russia undertook to stab ilize 
Rum ania, and we undertook the 
m ain problem in  Greece in  ac
cordance w ith  the agreem ent w ith  
Russia . . . Proposals regard ing 
Greece were subm itted to P resi
dent Roosevelt a t Quebec and 
were in it ia le d  by h im . . . The 
B r it is h  Em pire, whether we like  
i t  or not, cannot abandon its  posi
tion  in  the M editerranean.”  

Roosevelt and S ta lin  made no

freedom from Want'
French ch ildren, women and 

men are so h u n g ry  th a t as the 
N. Y. T im es, Feb. 1, repo rts : 
“ A  r io t  broke ou t recently  in 
a m ovie”  in  N ice, “ when a 
huge p la te  o f cav ia r and cold 
salmon was shown on the 
screen. Police had to  be called 
to restore  order.”  The au tho r
itie s  then banned another 
Hollyw ood film  “ w h ich shows 
g re a t roasts o f beef, fo w l and 
o ther food.”

The French masses had been 
led to  expect he lp fro m  the 
A llie s . They now rea lize w ith  
b itte rness ju s t  w h a t s o rt o f 
re lie f  they can look fo rw a rd  
to  fro m  these " lib e ra to rs .”

denial. T h e ir silence was added 
confirm ation.

Thus a t Teheran the conspira 
tors had plotted to substitu te  the 
Q uis ling  governm ent of the Nazis 
by the B r it is h  Q uis ling  P ie rlo t in

(Continued on page 4)

Stalinist Union 
Traitors Urge 
Forced Labor

By Joseph K e lle r
Stalinist traitors in the CIO 

secretly button-holed Congress
men in Washington and urged 
them to vote for the Roosevelt- 
sponsored May-Bailey slave la
bor bill. This gave some House 
members a pretext for “ shift
ing” to support of the forced 
labor measure on the grounds 
that “ labor”  was “ split”  on the 
issue, it was disclosed by the 
New York daily PM, Jan. 31.
S T A L IN IS T  T R E A C H E R Y

The S ta lin is t treachery, accord
ing  to PM , “ was revealed by the 
shift, o f several New Y o rk  C ity  
Representatives who said they 
had been v is ited  over the week
end by delegations representing 
L e ft-w in g  CIO  locals and the 
G reater New Y o rk  In d u s tr ia l 
Union Council who urged them to 
approve the M ay-B a iley  B il l now 
under debate.”  “ L e ft-w in g ”  is 
P M ’s custom ary m islead ing des
ig na tion  fo r  the extrem e r ig h t-  
w in g  S ta lin is t reactionaries.

PM reports  fu r th e r :  “ ‘ I  was 
nearly  knocked o f f  m y fee t,’ one 
Congressman said. ‘ I  th o u g h t la 
bor was solidly' opposed to  the 
b ill and I  had intended to vote 
aga inst it .  W ith  th is  d iv is ion  o f 
opin ion, however, I  in tend to go 
along w ith  the Com m ander-in- 
Chief, unless the b il l is amended 
to d iscrim ina te  fu r th e r  againsb 
labo r.’ ”

Exposed by P M ’s fcve la tions, 
E a rl B row der’s Com m unist (S ta! 
in is t)  P o litica l Association and 
its  union stooges arc fra n t ic a lly  
a tte m p tin g  to  cover up th e ir  
naked be traya l. The notorious 
■Stalinist hatehet-m en, M ichael 
Q u ill and Saijl M ills , ac ting  presi-

(Continued on page 2)

the exploiters. I t  destroys 
the most precious rights 
o f labor and enhances the 
priv ileges o f cap ita l. I t  tigh tens  
the g r ip  o f the reactionary  m il i
ta ry  caste on the economic and 
p o lit ic a l l i fe  o f the country . I t  is 
a long step tow ard the  in trench - 
m ent o f a to ta lita r ia n  m il ita ry  
d ic ta to rsh ip  which aim s to  crush 
the  organ iza tions and in s titu tio n s  
o f labo r under an iro n  heel.

SPONSOR R O O S E V E LT
The M ay-B a iley  slave la bo r law  

was sponsored by Roosevelt, Gen
era l M arshall, A d m ira l K in g  and 
th e ir  sate llites. I t  provides th a t 
men between the ages of 18 and 
45 who leave th e ir  jobs “ w ith o u t

See E d itoria l 
‘T im e  fo r  Action’ 

Page 6

perm ission”  o f th e ir  d ra ft  boards 
sha ll be subject to a fine of $10,- 
000 o r 5 years im prisonm en t or 
both. The same penalties are ap
plied to w orkers who refuse to 
accept jobs when they are com
manded to  do so by th e ir  d ra ft 
boards. Under th is  law, workers 
can be sh ifted  from  one in d u s try  
to another to w o rk  a t low er 
wages. They can be sent from  
th e ir  homes to other c ities w ith  
no prov is ion made fo r m oving 
th e ir  fam ilies  or possessions. 
They can be ordered to act as 
strikebreakers under pena lty  of 
fines and im prisonm ent. In  f la g 
ra n t v io la tio n  of ( the fourteenth 
amendm ent to the C onstitu tion  
p ro h ib it in g  “ in vo lu n ta ry  serv i
tude,”  the Roosevelt-sponsored 
May - Bailey “ work-or-go-to-ja il”  
b i ll is a slave labor law.

H E A V Y  PRESSURE
The slave labo r law  was ra i l

roaded through the House under 
heavy pressure from  the Adm in-

(Continued on page 5)

W riter Exposes Deliberate Provocation 
In Brutal Massacre Of Greek Workers

By Larissa Reed
In  the armed ‘ truce ’ imposed by 

C hurch ill on the Greek people, in 
tense negotia tions and se llou t 
deals are go ing on between the 
Greek Q u is ling  governm ent and 
the S ta lin is t - contro lled E A M - 
E LA S , so-calied N a tiona l L ibe ra 
tio n  F ron t. The recent ta lks  
opened near A thens on Feb.. 2, 
“ in a fash ionable seaside v illa ... 
in  an atmosphere o f the greatest 
a m ic a b ility ,”  reports  the N . Y. 
T im es o f Feb. 4. B y  the fo llo w 
in g  day, both the a m ic a b ility  and 
nego tia tions again b lew  up.

Speaking fo r  the E A M  a t th is  
“ peace conference,”  S ta lin is t 
Georg© Siantos agjain repeated 
th e ir  previous o ffe r  —  th a t the 
E A M  was quite w i ll in g  to  “ d is
solve its  a rm y ”  provided the 
governm ent would do likew ise 
w ith  its  own brigades and fo rm  
a newC 'national a rm y”  exc lud ing 
fasc is t sym path izers. Th is per
fidious proposal was made to  the 
Greek puppet governm ent which 
its e lf  is ridden w ith  fa sc is t co l
labora tors!

W h ile  a ll these m achinations 
are go ing on ip  Greece, the “ B ig

Three”  —  who p u ll the s tring s  
in  a ll these sm all coun try  deals 
—  are m eeting in  secret. F irs t  
on the agenda o f the “ B ig  Three”  

l is the question o f how best to 
j crush the in su rg en t masses, no t 

on ly in  Greece.- bu t th roughou t 
Europe.

The “ B ig  Three”  are gam bling  
fo r  colossal stakes. W h ile  they

w ell-a rm ed police “ had orders to 
break up a scheduled dem onstra
tion  o f inembeYs and sym pa th iz
ers o f the E A M ,”  despite the fa c t 
th a t “ perm ission fo r  the demon
s tra tio n  had been granted by  the 
au tho ritie s .”  The w ay th is  de l
ibera te s laugh te r was organized 
is depicted as fo llo w s :

“ In  the cold dawn o f December
are in  complete agreem ent th a t 3, g ray-un ifo rm ed Greek gend-
the masses m ust be enslaved, 
they are no t a t a ll agreed on the 
d iv is ion o f the spoils. In  th e ir  
g ig a n tic  poker game, each o f the 
“ B ig  Three”  has begun stack ing 
the cards aga ins t the other.

Thus, the f irs t b its  o f in fo rm a 
tion  are beginn ing to  s e e p  
through the censorship-on Greece. 
F a rt o f the real s to ry  o f how the 
B r it is h  im p e ria lis ts  provoked the 
armed ba ttles in  Greece has ap
peared in the Feb. 10 issue o f C o l
l ie r ’s. In  an a rtic le  en titled  “ Rus
sia vs. B r ita in  in  the M ed ite rra 
nean,”  the U.S. S tate D epartm ent 
pe rm its  F rank  Gervasi to reveal 
how unarmed dem onstra ting  men, 
women and ch ild ren  in  A thens 
were led in to  a bloody tra p  and 
massacred by B r it is h  soldiers.

On December 3, Gervasi w rite s ,

armes who fo r  nearly  fo u r years 
had enforced ‘law  and o rder’ fo r 
th e ir  G erm an m asters, marched 
ou t o f th e ir  headquarters”  —
to  enforce the same k ind  o f “ law  
and o rder”  fo r  C h urch ill. “ They 
carried  r if le s , machine , guns and 
grenades b u t looked m ore like  
arm ed bus conductors than  sol
diers. They took up positions 
b locking the approaches to  the 
hotel and to  the Royal Palace and 
around the broad, long C onstitu 
tio n  Square th a t slopes down fro m  
the Tom b o f the U nknow n Soldier 
in  a fo rm a l pa tte rn  o f trees and 
shrubbery and em pty  concrete 
pavem ent fo r  tw o  c ity  blocks in 
the  ca p ita l’s hea rt.”

W h a t was the purpose o f these 
armed prepara tions inside the 
Greek cap ita l ? W hom  was the

governm ent p repa ring  to  fire  
upon? The N azis had been d r iv 
en ou t by the  Greek w o rkers  and 
peasants —  the “ w a r aga ins t fa s 
cism ”  was presum ably over. 
Gervasi reveals the  m onstrous 
t ru th :  the Q u is ling  Greek gov
ernm ent was p re pa ring  to  k i l l  
these same Greek w o rkers  who 
had fo u g h t against the Nazis and 
driven  them  ou t! A nd  fo r  th is  
purpose they were us ing  the  
same police fo rce  th a t had k ille d  
Greek w orkers  and peasants un
der orders fro m  the N az i ru le rs . 
The N azis ’ had been d riven  out, 
b u t the police te r ro r  aga inst the 
masses rem ained —  tra n s fe rre d  
in to  B r it is h  hands.

Gervasi corroborates th a t per
m ission fo r  th is  peaceful demon
s tra tio n  had been g ran ted  by the  
au tho rities . Y e t these same 
au tho ritie s  issued orders to  the  
police to  “ bi-eak i t  up .”  Thus, 
when the f ir s t  m archers m et the 
police, they  called ou t: “ W hy do 
you have guns aga inst yo u r own 
people?”  Gervasi describes w h a t 
fo llo w e d :

“ The r if le s  crackled and tom -

(C ontinued on page 2)
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More Branches Top Their Quotas 
In SWP $18,000 Fund Campaign

Telephone Workers
Last m onth, insp ired by the 

November s tr ik e  o f the Ohio, 
M ich igan and WaShingtoh, D. C., 
operators, 17,000 local and long 
distance telephone w orkers In 
New Y ork  overw helm ing ly voted 
to  s tr ik e  fo r a gehela l $5 weekly 
raise. T h e ir demands had been 
s ta lled  by the companies and 
W LB  fo r  over tw o years. Before 
the 30-day “ cooling o ff”  period 
imposed under the Smith-Connal- 
ly  A c t was concluded, a  W LB  
telephone wage panel h a s tily  rec
ommended g ra n tin g  the $5 in 
crease, and the company repres
entatives conceded to a $1 raise.

C on tinu ing  th e ir  demand fo r 
the fu l l  $5, the local T ra ffic  E m 
ployes Association o f the New 
Y o rk  Telephone Co. and the Fed
era tion  of Long L ines Telephone 
W orkers of the A m erican Tele
graph and Telephone Co., agreed 
to  postpone s tr ik e  action pending 
a fina l decision of the W L B ’s Na
tio n a l Telephone Panel in  Wash
ington.

W LB  panels have -also recom
mended increases fo r  telephone 
w orkers in  o ther leading cities 
who had e ithe r pa rtic ipa ted in  
the T han ksg iv ing  week s tr ik e  or 
threatened to fo llow  th is  example.

The organized telephone opera
to rs  have thus dem onstrated th a t 
th e  s tr ik e  weapon is the on ly 
e ffec tive  means o f g e ttin g  speedy 
action  from  the governm ent and 
corpora tions and securing the 
po ss ib ility  fo r  w orkers to  
th e ir  wage demands.

They are try in g  to pu t on a 
“ m il ita n t”  fro n t and save face 
among the auto workers who are 
becoming tho rough ly  aroused 
aga inst the cow ard ly  po lic ies of 
the offic ia ldom .

The auto m ilita n ts  are demon
s tra tin g  th rough  th e ir  campaign 
to revoke the no-strike pledge 
tha t they oppose the whole pol
icy  of dependence on cap ita lis t 
“ friends o f labo r”  and govern 
m ent boards. They a re  learn ing 
to have fa ith  on ly  in  th e ir  own 
organized streng th  in  action. 
T h a t’s the on ly  po licy th a t can 
w in  an io ta  fo r  the w orkers in 
th is  period.

w in

UAW and WLB
The M il ita n t  last week reported 

the action of the CIO United 
Autom obile  W orkers in te rn a tio n 
a l executive board in  ca llin g  on 
the  CIO to w ithd raw  its  members 
from  the W ar Labor Board. The 
te x t of the reso lu tion has been 
made pub lic  in  the cu rre n t issue 
o f the U A W ’s o ffic ia l publication, 
the United Autom obile W orker.

W hile  enum erating a long 
series of com plaints against the 
W LB , whose procedure is term ed 
a “ tim e-wasting, meaningless r ig 
m arole,”  the UAW  board s t i l l  up
holds the p rinc ip le  o f com pulsory 
a rb itra tio n . T h e ir grievance is 
no t th a t the W LB  was specifica lly 
organized to curb labor, b u t tha t 
i t  “ has no a u th o rity  to act.”

The U A W  bureaucrats, who are 
un ited  in  fe a rfu l opposition to 
resc ind ing the no -s tr ike  pledge in 
the cu rre n t UAW  referendum, 
are c lam oring fo r a “ new”  board. 
T h is  w i l l  d iffe r  from  the W LB 
on ly  in  tha t' its  “ prerogatives' 
would be more “ comprehensive, 
c lea rly  defined.”  T h a t is, more 
b ind ing  upon the workers.

The reso lu tion  makes so bold 
as to  declare th a t Roosevelt 
“ cannot escape fu l l  respons ib ility  
fo r  the present inaction  and in 
decision o f the W L B .”  When did 
these p ro  - Roosevelt lackeys d is 
cover th a t?  They denied th a t be
fo re  the  elections. They them 
selves fo r  th ree  years bolstered 
and gave a labor cover to  the 
W LB .

We repeat w hat T.he M ilita n t  
w ro te  last week. The UAW  b u r
eaucrats don’t  mean business.

DETROIT 
Sunday Lectures

February 18

“ T H E  A N S W E R  TO P E A C E 
T IM E  C O N S C R IP T IO N ”

Speaker:
E. Henry

3513 W oodward Avenue 
Room 21 8 P. M.

Auspices: SW P

Westinghouse
The N a tiona l W estinghouse 

Conference Board, of the CIO Elec
tr ic a l, Radio and Machine W ork 
ers, representing 80,000 Westing- 
bouso E le c tr ic  workers, recently 
issued a demand to Roosevelt fo r 
a general wage increase of 17 
cents an hour.

They appealed to Roosevelt “ to 
counteract the fa ilu res  and blund
ers of h is subordinates by g ra n t
in g  an im m ediate na tiona l cost- 
o f- liv in g  wage ad justm ent of 17 
cents an hour re troactive  to Jan. 
1, 1944.”  '

O f course, Roosevelt’s subor
d inates com m itted no “ fa ilu re s  
and blunders.”  They very capably 
fu lf il le d  th e ir  func tion  o f fru s tra t  
in g  the demands o f the workers 
in accordance w ith  the  policies 
la id  doWn by Roosevelt h im se lf

Nevertheless, th is  wage raise 
demand from  an im p o rta n t sec 
tio n  of A un ion no toriously  dom 
inated by the reactionary S ta lin 
ists is a s ign ifican t sign. I t  in 
dicates g row ing pressure from  
the UE ranks. For the S ta lin is t 
UE leaders ce rta in ly  would like  
to suppress the embarrassing 
clam or fo r cost-of-liv ing wage in 
creases.

Secretary Addes
U A W -C IO  Secretary-Treasurer 

George Addes m ust have been 
born w ith  two tongues in  his 
m outh. One tongue could not 
possibly stand the s tra in  of the 
double-talk he pours fo rth .

Addes, as is known to a ll among 
the auto w orkers, represents the 
extreme r ig h t  w ing  in  the UAW  
leadership and has fo r several 
years m ainta ined a bloc w ith  the 
S ta lin is ts . He is among the tnost 
unrestra ined flag-wavers and ab
je c t labor lieutenants of RooBe- 
Velt t ry in g  to m a in ta in  the no 
s tr ik e  pledge.

So i t  m ig h t come as a surprise 
to those unacquainted w ith  the 
rem arkable q u a lity  of double-talk 
put ou t by Addes, to read h is  re 
m arks on the Forced Labor B il l  
in  h is column, “ Secretary Addes 
Says,”  in  the United A utom obile  
W orker, February 1.

Addes, a henchman o f the 
S ta lin is ts  who support the  “ Na 
tio n a l Service”  scheme o f Roose
ve lt, com pla ins: "W hen we w rote 
our column a m onth ago p ro tes t
in g  aga inst those who were 
openly advocating a na tiona l 
service law , we had no idea th a t 
President Roosevelt would once 
again jo in  th e ir  ranks. . . W hether 
President Roosevelt ac tive ly  cam
paigns tor passage o f a na tiona l 
service law  o r le ts i t  die a peace 
■ful death, as he did  la s t year, 
m ig h t possib ly be the answer to  
some o f the questions we are to 
day asking.”

Three lies in  tw o sentences. 
1. Roosevelt* d idn ’t  “ jo in  the 
ranks” ,o f forced labor advocates; 
he has spearheaded th e ir  o ffe n 
sive. 2. Roosevelt did n o t “ le t i t  die 
last y e a r;”  he ju s t shut up about 
i t  p r io r  to the elections —  as did 
Addes. 3. Addes never asked 
any questions about Roosevelt 
B u t i f  he lias some, le t h im  speak 
out.

$18,000 P a r ty  Expansion F u nd
A F itting Welcome to Our 18 Class-War Prisoners

By Rose Karsner, Campaign D irector
Campaigns fo r  fund ra is ing , lik e  a ll o ther organ iza tiona l cam

paigns and day-to -day w ork , Seem on the surface lik e  m ete routine . 
B u t they are more than tha t, as we expla ined la s t week. They are 
connected “ ind isso lub ly  w ith  the actua l tasks o f the revo lu tion .”  
In  th a t sense they are po litica l actions. U s ing  th is  ya rd s tick  as our 
m easuring device, we can con fide n tly  say th a t the  m anner in  which 
the comrades responded to the ra is in g  o f the $18,000 Fund proves 
the po litica l v i r i l i t y  and v ita l i ty  o f the Socia lis t W orkers  P a rty .

A lth o u g h  we s t i l l  have tw o  and a h a lf  weeks in  which to  com
plete the P a rty  Expansion Fund Cam paign, everybody is eager to  
te rm ina te  i t  ahead o f tim e ; to  clear the  decks fo r  the nex t big 
task on the road to  becoming a mass p a rty — the new M il ita n t  sub
scrip tion  cam paign.

Space on the Scoreboard did no t p e rm it us to  c a rry  fro m  week 
to week the detailed lis t  o f con tribu tions fro m  the m em bers-at- 
la rge, groups and friends, though we reported these on several oc
casions. Today we give the fu l l  l is t  th a t makes up the $375 to ta l:

F rom  the fo llo w in g  groups we received $155. M ore to come.

$15 A llen tow n  $20 Plentywood
25 F lin t  25 Q uakertown
25 K en tucky 25 Texas

$20 N k Y. T ro ts k y is t Y ou th  Group

From  m em bers-at-large and friends  $220. Some contribu ted 
th rough  th e ir  local branches and the re fo re  do no t appear in th is  
lis t:

$25 M arc ia  
35 Dayton, Ohio 
25 L illia n , N . Y.

$10 Rockville , Ct.
10 F lin t  friend , th rough  Genora 
15 N . Y . friends.

$ ld0 Massachusetts

F ifte en  o f the branches have already achieved 100 percent and 
more. Each o f these is en titled  to one o f the  o rig in a l G ray cartoons 
which have appeared in  The M ilita n t.  S ix o f these branches and 
one m em ber-at-la rge have made th e ir  choice. The others say they 
w i l l  in fo rm  us o f th e ir  selection soon.

FR O M  T H E  BRANCHES
San Francisco, A . A lexander: “ The enclosed check fu lf i l ls  our 

$1000 q'uota. Now th a t th a t has been accomplished, we w il l  u tiliz e  
the m onth s t i l l  le f t  fo r  the cam paign to  t r y  to  go av’ay over 100 
percent. The achievement na tio n a lly  on the cam paign is a w onderfu l 
dem onstra tion o f s o lid a rity  w ith  our re turned comrades. We can 
look fo rw a rd  to  much g re a te r achievements in  the com ing period.”  

Bayonne, B. W in te rs : “ Due to  illness and loss o f w o rk  days, be
cause o f bad weather the Bayonne branch was a l i t t le  fin a n c ia lly  
embarrassed; however, we dug down, rea l deep, and we’re happy 
to  in fo rm  you tha t you can cred it us w ith  100 percent. Now we’re 
w o rk ing  on go ing over our quota.”

Chicago, B. Radlow: “ Enclosed you w i l l  f in d  check. W e’re t r y 
ing  to speed up the paym ents so th a t by ne x t week we can send in 
a substantia l po rtion  o f the balance o f our pledge.”

P ittsbu rgh , M. Johnson: “ Enclosed is money order, wh ich gives 
us our f i r s t  hop over the top . We have expectations o f some mofie* 
jum ps. We are s tr iv in g  to  outdo ourselves somewhat in  th is  b ^  
cause we fee l in  th is  w ay we can show our jo y  a t the re tu rn  o f ou? 
comrades. Please g ive them  our w arm est greetings and a ll our 
friends here are happy to hear the news th a t they are w ith  us again. 
O ur choice o f G ray cartoons— ‘ I t  Takes Guts to  Run This C o un try ’ 
fro m  the January  13 M il ita n t . ”

New Y o rk : “ The New Y o rk  T ro ts k y is t Y ou th  Group, consisting 
in the m ain o f young m il ita n t students, has assessed its e lf  a quota 
o f $50 and has pa id $20 tow ard it .  They w i l l  make th is  up by con
tr ib u tio n s  fro m  th e ir  sm all allowances and by ta k in g  on a f te r 
school odd jobs as w e ll as by co llecting  nickels and dimes fro m  th e ir 
frien ds ,”  says George G ran t the  Local O rganizer.

Th is rem inds us o f a le tte r  we once received in  a previous fund 
campaign from  a M innesota fr ie n d : “ Enclosed find $1 o f rtiy poverty .”  
We never fo rg o t th a t le tte r  because i t  so t ru ly  ty p if ie d  the s p ir it  
o f the “ d is inh e rite d ”  who are seeking a way ou t o f th is  w o rld  o f 
chaos and w ar and poverty . The New Y o rk  youth, are “ co llecting 
hickels and dim es”  in  the same s p ir it .

Pertinent’ Questions
A congressional opponent o f 

the  M ay-B a iley  slave labor b ill 
recen tly  addressed tw o ques
tions to  Roosevelt which ye t 
rem a in  unanswered. They are:

F irs t.  “ I f  free  labor is be tte r 
than slave labor, w hy should 
we abandon i t  in  fa vo r o f slave 
labo r ba tta lio ns? ”

Second: “ W hy wasn’t  na 
t io n a l service presented as ah 
issue in  the cam paign, so the 
people could have had a voice 
in  s e ttlin g  th is  issue— the most 
v ita l decision in  160 yea rs? ”

B y the w a y ! W h a t labo r 
'leade r said in  the 1940 , pres i
den tia l election cam paign: 
“ D ra ft  Roosevelt and he’l l  
d ra ft  you? ”
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Pioneer
Notes

A  m erchant seaman, o rde ring  a 
copy o f M a ritim e  by F rede rick  J. 
Lang, makes the fo llo w in g  com
m ent:

“ I  ran  across yo u r book, M a r i
tim e, and was amazed to  find so 
m any fac ts  and figures about the 
in du s try , backing up w h a t m ost 
o f us a lready know  fro m  ou r own 
experience. I t  has g o t a ll the rea l 
s tu f f  in  it .  T e ll you r w r i te r  th a t 
he has g o t the  goods on ’ those 
shipowners.”

Seaman’s Handbook
T his  book, w r it te n  by  one w ith  

f irs t  hand knowledge o f the m any 
problem s aboard sh ip  as w e ll as 
o f the in d u s try  as a whole, gives 
a fine p ic tu re  o f the  m a ritim e  in 
dustry .

One en tire  section o f the book 
is g iven over to  m a te ria l dealing 
w ith  the re la tio nsh ip  o f the gov
ernm ent and the sh ipp ing  com
panies: an il lu m in a tin g  s to ry  o f 
subsidies, g ra f t  and p ro fits .

A no the r section deals w ith  the 
fac ts  re la tin g  to  the  governm ent’s 
hand ling  o f m a ritim e  labo r and 
its  unions, in  sharp con trast to  
its  benevolent a tt itu d e  tow ard 
the shipowners.

M a ritim e  te lls  the  s t ir r in g  h is 
to ry  o f the m a ritim e  unions be
g in n in g  w ith  the organ iza tion  o f 
the  f irs t  m a ritim e  union organized 
on the  w est coast in  1885.

* * *
“ M A R IT IM E , A  H is to r ica l 

Sketch, A  W orke rs ’ P rog ram ”  
by F rede rick  J. Lang. $1.00. 
O rder fro m  Pioneer Publishers, 
116 U n iv e rs ity  Place, New Yorik 
3> N . Y .

S C O R E B O A R D
PercentQuota

M ilw aukee $100
Boston 400
B u ffa lo  400
P ittsb u rg h  80
Toledo 300
Youngstown 300
M a ritim e  C lub 3000
A k ro n  300
Bayonne 300
Cleveland 250
D e tro it 1250
N ew ark 450
Reading 75
San Diego 150
San Francisco 1000
New Y o rk  3000
T w in  C ities 1000
P hilade lph ia  200
Chicago 2000
Seattle 1500 *
Los Angeles 2500
M em bers-at-la rge, 

groups and frien ds  300

Branch

T O T A L

I A  le tte r  fro m  H . S m ith , our 
Chicago agent,* confirm s p re v i- 

! ous reports  th a t The M il ita n t  is 
1 w a rm ly  welcomed by  the auto 

p lan t w orke rs : “ Enclosed are 
some 6-m onth subs. They ’ are 
com ing in  s tra ig h t fro m  the 
p lan ts now. A lm ost a ll the subs 
we are sending in  are fro m  w o rk 
ers in  the  la rge  auto p lan ts  here. 
The M il ita n t  is  so good— con
s is ten tly , every issue— th a t th is  
good response is no t su rp ris in g  
W ith  conditions as they are to 
day. /  . Wie are go ing to  have a 
Red Sunday, F eb rua ry  4, and 
hope to  have more subs ne x t 
week.”

*  *  *

A  re p o rt fro m  ou r San F ra n 
cisco agent, R. Haddon, stresses 
the fa c t th a t m ost o f th e ir  new 
subscrip tions are fro m  unionized 
w o rke rs : “ We are s t i l l  h it t in g  the 
m ore d if f ic u lt  areas, b u t a fte r  
tw o  Sundays a t th is , we are ve ry  
much impressed w ith  ou r resu lts. 
F ou r o f us w ent ou t fo r  tw o  
hours and we re turned w ith  18 
t r ia l  subs and a 1-year sub. We 
believe th a t th is  shows the very  
de fin ite  change in  a tt itu d e  and 
m anner o f th in k in g  o f the w o rk 
in g  people in  the la s t year o r so. 
P rac tica lly  everyone who p u r
chased a t r ia l  sub was a member 
o f a trade union.

“ A no the r item  o f in te re s t: A  
h igh  school g ir l,  who w orks a fte r  
school as a telephone opera tor, 
purchased a t r ia l  sub la s t Sun
day; she was a ttra c te d  by the 
a rtic le  on the  New Y o rk  te le 
phone opera tors.”

*  *  *

Y oungstow n’s re g u la r M onday 
n ig h t m ob iliza tions are re su ltin g  
•in excellent w eekly sales, accord
in g  to  the  la te s t re p o rt fro m  I. 
Cope, our agen t: “ Despite bad 
w eather and a fe w  cold fee t, i t ’s 
w ith  w arm  hearts th a t We con
tinue  ou r ‘sub -ge tting ’ and fo r 
w a rd  them  to you. A s a  re su lt o f 
our re g u la r ly  scheduled M onday

n ig h t m ob iliza tion , and m aking  
allowances fo r  our sho rt s tay  out 
due to  extrem e cold, we’re  sending 
under separate cover 18 new 25c. 
subs wh ich were sold in  a ve ry  
sho rt tim e.

“ In  fa c t We’re so confident o f 
our sales in the fu tu re , we in tend 
to  challenge any branch our size
du rin g  the cam paign.”

* * *
J. Thorne, our agent in  F lin t,  

is  a im ing  a t 100 subscrip tions by 
M arch 1: “ M aybe by do ing some 
p re lim in a ry  spade w o rk  I  can la y  
the  ground fo r  a successful sub 
cam paign here when i t  opens. 
A nyw ay, w h ile  I  have some tim e, 
I ’m  go ing to  see i f  I  can’t  nan 
up 100 subs before the cam paign 
opens.”

Colonial Policy 
Is Forum Topic

N E W  YO R K, Feb. 4 —  “ The 
Real M eaning o f the W allace- 
Jones D ispute”  was the  top ic  
discussed a t the New Y o rk  School 
o f Social Science to n ig h t, w ith  
George Collins as speaker.

A  la rge  audience attended to 
hear the fac ts  and the analysis 
presented by Comrade Collins. 
The numerous questions th a t fo l
lowed the presentation, made i t  
a ve ry  in te re s tin g  evening* fo r  
everyone. A  good num ber o f 
pam phlets and copies o f the 
January  issue o f F o u rth  In te rn a 
tion a l were sold.

The n e x t Sunday N ig h t Forum , 
on F eb ru a ry  11, w i l l  bo “ The 
U n ited  States P o licy  in  the P h il
ippines.”  Chris Andrew s w il l  be 
the  speaker. W e in v ite  a ll read
ers o f The M il ita n t  to  come and 
b r in g  th e ir  fr ien ds  and shop- 
mates to  p a rtic ip a te  in  the d is
cussion. The fo ru m  w i l l  begin 
a t 8 p. m., a t 116 U n iv e rs ity  
Place.

Stalinist Traitors 
Urge Forced Labor

(Continued from  page 1)

dent and secre ta ry  respective ly  o f 
the G reater New  Y o rk  CIO, Coun
c il, issued a “ den ia l”  wh ich de
nied absolute ly  .n o th in g . They 
s im p ly  pointed to  a “ fo r  the rec
o rd ”  reso lu tion  passed several 
weeks ago in  the Council as 
“ p roo f.”  B u t they c a re fu lly  re 
fra in ed  fro m  deny ing  th a t S ta l
in is t  CIO o ffic ia ls  had acted “ un
o ff ic ia lly ,”  as PM reported.

A  v ir tu a l confession o f the 
t ru th  o f P M ’s specific  charges is 
contained, however, in  the D a ily  
W orker, F eb ru a ry  1, w h ich  de
votes an en tire  page to  an “ an
swer.”  The “ answrer”  does no t a t 
te m p t to deny P M ’s fac ts . I t  
seeks to d iv e rt a tten tion  fro m  the
----- *---------------------- *-------------------------- g

Writer Exposes 
Brutal Massacre 
Of Greek Workers

(C ontinued fro m  page 1)

my guns spurted. A  platoon o f 
police was f ir in g  in to  the  crowd. 
T h is  was old s tu f f  to  the police. 
They bad k ille d  E A M  and E LA S  
men before. I t  was old s tu ff,  too, 
to  the Greek crowds. They had 
received s im ila r  trea tm e n t from  
the Nazis.”  W ith  the  dead and 
wounded ly in g  on th,e ground, 
“ the police sniped a t the wound
ed.”  Scobie, says Gervasi, was 
“ us ing troops, tanks, guns and 
energy w h ich m ig h t have been 
employed aga inst the N azis.”

On December 3, the  dem onstra
to rs  and the  people o f A thens 
as a whole did no t know  th a t 
C h urch ill had issued orders to  
General Scobie to  augm ent his 
B r it is h  troops w ith  the M onarch
is t-F a sc is t brigades. Gervasi 
states th a t the rea c tion a ry  E D - 
ES a rm y g rew  “ a fte r  the B r it is h  
a rrived  in  October, fro m  6,000 to  
ne a rly  15,000 go ld-pa id men.”  
C h urch ill had ordered Scobie “ not 
to  d isarm  . . . a t  any cost,”  these 
rea c tion a ry  fo rm ations ;

The Greek masses knew  th a t i f  
th e ir  own a rm y  E L A S  was dis
arm ed the y  w ould have “ l i t t le  
chance o f ob ta in ing  a fa i r  elec
tio n ,”  w rite s  Gervasi. N o r could 
they achieve th e ir  p rin c ip a l aims, 
“ to  vote o u t the m onarchy and 
to  purge the coun try , by  lega l 
means, o f the le fto ve r Fascists o f 
the la te  M etaxas d ic ta to rsh ip  and 
o f co llabora tion is ts .”

W hen the heroic Greek f ig h t
ers fu l ly  understood the m urde r
ous ro le  o f th e ir  B r it is h  “ lib e r
a to rs ,”  they issued an appeal sev
era l days a f te r  the  massacre, to 
th e ir  b ro thers  in  th e  B r it is h  
arm y. Sm uggled th rou gh  the 
censorship, the  N . Y. Post o f 
Feb. 1 re p rin ts  a le a fle t issued 
by E LA S  soldiers to  B r it is h  so l
d iers on Dec. 8, 1944. The le a f
le t reads in p a r t: :

“ B r it is h  B ro th e rs :
“ Do no t accept to  be sertt to  do 

such a crim e. Do no t accept, to 
be the executioners o f a peo
ple th a t does no t suppo rt any 
k ind  o f s lavery.

“ Do no t dishonour the  sacred 
Band th a t jo ins  us.

“ Do no t assassinate the Greek 
people which has no d ifferences 
w ith  you;
. “ I f  you’ l l  accept the  m urde r
ous orders o f general Scobie, fo r  
the con tinua tion  o f such d is truc- 
teous f ig h t fo r  ou r countries, 
then the H is to ry  o f tom orrow  
w il l  no tice th is  action as the 
g reatest crim e, and yo u r des
cendants w i l l  be ashamed to  spell 
your name.
. “ H u rra h  to  the Independent 

Greek people.
“ Curse to  the T ra ito rs .”

rea l charges by a hys te rica l coun
te r-a tta c k  aga inst “ the usual a t
tem p t o f ce rta in  elements. . . to 
find ‘s p lits ’ in  the C IO .”

N o t on ly  does the D a ily  W orke r 
slide around the specific  charges, 
bu t i t  tr ie s  to ju s t i fy  the treach
erous act o f its  union stooges. I t  
c la im s there  is  a “ considerable’! 
d iffe rence o f op in ion on the M ay- 
B a iley  b ill in  the labo r movement. 
“ The D a ily  W orke r has o ften  in  
the past d iffe re d  w ith  m any labor 
leaders, and labo r leaders have 
even more o ften  disagreed w ith  
the D a ily  W orker. There is no th 
in g  so s trange about th a t.”  E tc .

N o t a line  about w hether o r no t 
S ta lin is t o ffic ia ls  in  the CIO ac t
ed as s trikebreakers aga inst the 
e n tire  labor movement by m is
us ing th e ir  unioh t it le s  to  lobby 
fo r  Congressional votes fo r  the 
m ost dangerous piece o f un ion- 
busting  leg is la tion  ever cooked 
up by the A m erican cap ita lis ts .

M ost o f the a rtic le  is devoted to  
“ ou r stand on the  m anpower is 
sue.”  The D a ily  W orke r brazen ly 
tou ts  the M ay-B a iley  b i l l and 
w ants  labo r to  embrace the b i l l  
as “ its  own.”  Labo r is advised 
no t “ to  a llow  in it ia t iv e  on the 
M ay b i l l  to  its  enemies.”  Don’t  
w a it  fo r  others to  p u t the  noose 
on you r neck, p u t i t  on you rse lf!

D E A D L Y  E N E M IE S  
The D a ily  W orke r tr ie s  to  

claim"’  th a t “ na tiona l service”  is 
ju s t the th in g  fo r  labor. D idn ’t  
the demand fo r  i t  come “ fro m  
President Roosevelt, c e rta in ly  no t 
an enemy o f la bo r” ? M oreover, 
the D a ily  W orke r gives its  own 
w ord fo r  i t  th a t “ a ll the ta lk  
about na tiona l service being 
‘s lave ry ’ and v io la tio n  o f the 
freedom  o f con trac t is ju s t p la in  
poppycock.”  R is ing  to  a frenzied 
crescendo, the W orke r how ls: 
“ H ow  w i l l  H it le r  and H iro h ito  
take i t  i f  such a measure is de
feated ? ”  Thus according to  the  
D a ily  W orker, H it le r  and H iro 
h ito  are ro o tin g  to  beat he ll fo r 
the  A m ericah  w orkers to  rem ais 
free  fro m  forced labor.

Once m ore the S ta lin is ts  expose 
themselves as the deadliest in 
te rna l enepties o f the A m erican 
labo r movement. They are ready 
to  com m it any crim e against the 
w o rk in g  class in  the in te rests  o f 
the K re m lin ’s d ip lom atic  a lliance 
w ith  W a ll S tree t. In  every w a r
tim e  defensive s trugg le  o f the 
w orkers , the S ta lin is ts  have 
yelped w ith  the reac tiona ry  'pack 
t r y in g  to  drag labo r down. They 
advocate a perm anent no -s trike  
pledge. They conduct the m ost 
v icious and u n re m itt in g  slander 
cam paigns aga inst un ion m il i
tan ts . They h a il every act o f gov
ernm ent s tr ikeb reak ing . T h e y  
boast o f open f in k e ry , as in  the 
M ontgom ery W ard s trikes. N ow  
they sneak behind the back o f the 
labor m ovem ent to help the cap i
ta lis t  governm ent aim  its  forced 
labo r kn ife .

F o r its  own sa fe ty , Am erican 
labo r m ust ru th less ly  ca ll to  ac
count the s in is te r S ta lin is t t r a i
to rs . S ta lin ism  w i l l  poison and u l
t im a te ly  destroy the unions i f  i t  
is pe rm itted  to  spread fu r th e r  
th rou gh  the body o f labor. •
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a ‘ha rd  w ay to  go,’ as the  convicts say. B u t she stood up and played 
he r p a r t  and set us an exam ple. We, a re  proud o f our Senator. A l l  
the  re s t o f us d id  the  best we could and \ve hope you approve o f the  
w ay we conducted ourselves,”  Cannon declared.

“ I f  I  were to  be present a t the m eeting, the th in g  I  w ou ld  like  
to  say would be how deeply, how p ro found ly , I  tha nk  you fo r  you r 
s o lid a rity , you r kindness, you r fr ien dsh ip .”  He also expressed his

JAMES P. CANNON’S MESSAGE
I deeply regret that 1 cannot be with you tonight. 1 caught 

cold on the train, and in view of the fact that I intend to go 
back to work shortly, the doctor thinks it best that l do not go, 
out for a few days. It is only a small matter—nothing serious. 
In every other respect 1 am in good shape, and eager to return 
to my work, as are all the other men of Sandstone, Danbury 
and Alderson. Alderson is where our Senator put in her hard 
and bitter 13 months ampng the poor lost convict women who 
are cast out and abandoned and have no one to help them. Grace 
worried about them and tried to befriend therfi. Our hearts 
ached for our Senator there all alone with such a “ hard way 
to go,”  as the convicts say. But she stood up and played her 
part and set us an example. We are proud of,our Senator. A ll 
the rest of us did the best we could and W'e hope you approve of 
the way we conducted ourselves.

I f  I were to be present at the meeting, the thing I would like 
most to say would be how deeply, how profoundly, I thank 
you for your solidarity, your kindness, your friendship. I would 
like to say that I want to put on record in public my heartfelt 
gratitude to Roger Baldwin. He is not of our political and 
philosophic faith, but he is a principled fighter for what he 
believes in. Roger Baldwin believes in the rights of man. I f  I 
were present, tonight and were permitted by time lim itations 
to say only one sentence, to raise one slogan, I would say: 
"Long live the Rights of M an!” I always believed in this, but 
now I understand it  better.

I would also thank the distinguished chairman o f the C iv il 
Rights Defense Committee and its efficient and hard-working 
secretaries and all the others w'ho worked with them. But we 
really do not have to say how we appreciate them. There cannot 
possibly be any doubts of that.

“ h e a r tfe lt  g ra titu d e ”  to  Roger B a ldw in , N a tio n a l D ire c to r o f the 
A m erican  C iv il L ib e rtie s  U n ion , who aided the  CRDC’s defense cam 
pa ign fro m  the  be g inn ing  o f the  case in  June 1941.

Goldm an’s Speech
Comrade Goldman, who made la bo r defense h is to ry  as defense 

counsel in  the  M inneapo lis t r ia l  where he was also a defendant 
spoke w ith  h is  usual m ilita n c y . “ P a r be i t  f ro m  us to  la y  the least 
c la im  to  a m a r ty r ’s crown. Im prisonm en t is a te rr ib le  th in g  under 
the best conditions.

“ I t  is  no t, however, because o f our tre a tm e n t in  p rison  th a t  you 
and thousands o f others have pro tested and a re  p ro te s ting . I t  is 
because o f the  fa c t  th a t  we were im prisoned fo r  p ro pa ga tin g  ideas 
w h ich  we believe o ffe r  the  on ly  pa th  to  the  lib e ra tio n  o f m ankind. 
V e ry  fe w  o f those w ho supported us agree w ith  ou r ideas, b u t they 
understand th a t to  p e rm it rea c tion a ry  forces to  im p rison  people 
fo r  p reach ing ideas th a t  have as th e ir  a im  th e  achievem ent o f tru e  
lib e r ty  and eq ua lity  fo r  a l l men is dangerous indeed fo r  everyone 
who is  d issatisfied w ith  th e  w o rld  as i t  is .”

C a llin g  fo r  a con tinua tion  o f the  s tru g g le  aga ins t the  S m ith  
“ Gag”  A c t, Goldman sta ted : “ O ur a g ita tio n  aga inst i t  m ay no t 
re su lt in  its  im m edia te repeal b u t i t  w i l l  undoubtedly save m any a 
po ten tia l la bo r v ic tim . L e t a ll a g ita tio n  aga inst the  S m ith  law  cease 
and prosecutors a ll over the  coun try  w i l l  be encouraged to  use it .  
G ur a g ita tio n  aga inst the  S m ith  A c t becomes p a r t o f ou r s tru g g le  
to  preserve and extend dem ocratic r ig h ts  fo r  the  people. F o r we live  
in  a period when those r ig h ts  are constantly  threatened.”

CRDC Role in  H elp ing  Prisoners
F a rre ll Dobbs, who as a young coal ya rd  d r iv e r helped to 

organize and lead the g re a t M inneapo lis tru c k d riv e rs  s tr ikes  in  1934 
and rose to  the pos ition  o f SW P N a tion a l Labo r Secre tary and then 
E d ito r  o f The M ilita n t,  to ld  w h a t i t  m eant to  the  m ora le o f the 
prisoners to  know  th a t  the  CRDC and its  supporters were ta k in g  
care o f th e ir  dependent fam ilies .

He spoke w ith  deep g ra tific a tio n  o f the  “ m illio ns  o f trade  union 
figh te rs  [w h o ] ra llie d  to  the defense o f the 18 th rou gh o ti( ou r en tire  
case and p a r tic u la r ly  when we were in  prison  and [w h o ] ra llie d  to  
the  defense o f K e lly  Posta l, Local 544-CIO secre ta ry-treasu re r, who 
was ra ilroaded  to  ja i l  by Tobin in  the  M innesota courts. T h is  defense 
m ovem ent has '  cu t across p o lit ic a l lines, and o rg an iza tiona l 
boundaries. V ir tu a lly  a ll o f the w prk ing-c lass pa rties  have supported 
us— th a t is, a ll except the S ta lin is t be trayers  o f the w o rk ing  class. 
The oppressed N egro  people sprang to  fou r defense. A nd  a ll lib e ra l 
groups w ith  the courage o f th e ir  convictions le n t us th e ir  support. 
O ver 600 la bo r bodies have g iven th e ir  aid in  th is  f ig h t. They are so 
numerous i t  is  im possib le to  name them  a l l to n ig h t and te ll them  
how m uch we apprecia te th e ir  support.”

F e lix  M orrow ’s Speech
F e lix  M orrow , E d ito r  o f F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l magazine and one 

o f the m ost notab le re v o lu tio n a ry  jo u rn a lis ts , declared: “ W e went 
to  prison fo r— a p a r ty  in  w h ich  we have supreme fa ith — a trade 
un ion w h ich had every r ig h t  to  ex is t— and a p rinc ip le  o f w o rkers ’ 
lib e rtie s  w h ich  every m il ita n t  w o rke r could understand i f  on ly  our 
voices could reach h im . A nd  we reached m illio ns  o f such w orkers. 
W h a t is im p o rta n t is  th a t several m illio ns  o f w orkers learned to 
understand the p rinc ip les involved in  th is  case and learned w hat a 
th re a t to  the  labo r movem ent is contained in  the S m ith  A c t and 
s im ila r  le g is la tio n .”

F o r the  labo r m ovem ent re a lly  to  f ig h t f irm ly  aga inst reaction , 
Comrade M o rro w  poin ted out, “ means fo r  lab,or to  stand up as a 
class, a class w h ich  recognizes its  irreconc ilab le  h o s t ility  to  the 
c a p ita lis t class— on the  economic f ro n t,  on the p o lit ic a l f ro n t ,  on 
the  c iv il lib e rtie s  f ro n t . ”  H e concluded, “ W e are confident th a t as 
we m arch tog e the r in  b a ttle  a f te r  b a ttle  fo r  la bo r’s r ig h ts , the 
v e ry  lo g ic  o f those ba ttles  w i l l  w e ld  toge the r (be k in d  o f  labo r 
m ovem ent w e believe necessary fo r  u ltim a te  v ic to ry .”

Noted Novelist Greets the 12
James T. F a rre ll greeted the. re tu rn  o f the  12 in  the  nam e o f 

the  C iv il R igh ts  Defense Com m ittee. He po in ted out th a t  the M in 
neapolis Labo r case was n o t a m ere “ episode.”  D escrib ing  the 
illu s io n s  about the  case he ld by m any libe ra ls , th e ir  be lie f, doomed 
to  d isappointm ent, th a t th e  “ lib e ra l”  Roosevelt o r the “ dem ocra tic”  
Supreme C ourt would reverse the convictions, F a r re ll w arned: “ On 
the basis o f these facts, one needs to be ready fo r  the fu tu re , ready 
in  case o ther cases arise.”  The defense o f c iv i l libe rtie s , he said, 
“ rests m,ost s tro n g ly  on the  la bo r m ovem ent.”  H e called on the  labor 
m ovem ent to  s ta r t  w o rk  now “ fo r  b roader defense w o rk  and broader 
s tru g g le  in  the  fu tu re .”  O n ly  a un ited  f ro n t  based on the  labo r 
movem ent “ can sys tem a tica lly  c a rry  on a s tru g g le  against th e  S m ith

^ re a liz e  w ha t the  M inneapo lis case means, perhaps m ore tha n  any 
o th e r group on the  A m erican  scene. L e t us g ive  support to  the  
CRDC w h ich has fo u g h t so he ro ica lly  th a t the  w o rld  m ig h t know  the
tru th  in th is  case.”

B. A . Gebiner greeted the m eeting  and “ a ll the defendants in  
the case in  the nam e o f (he W orkm en ’s C irc le , the la rg e s t Jew ish 
labo r f ra te rn a l o rder in  the  U n ited  S tates.”  Despite d iffe rences <of 
p o lit ic a l views, “ these diffe rences did n o t preclude p a rtic ip a tio n  in

SPEECH O F  ALBERT GOLDMAN
Far be it from us to lay the least claim to a m artyr’s crown. 

Imprisonment is a terrible thing under the best of conditions. 
It is terrible to hear the noise of the locking of a door behind 
you and feel that you are actually treated like some wild beast.

But in comparison with the lot of those in H itle r’s or Stalin’s 
concentration camps, in comparison with the conditions that the 
Indian revolutionists have to endure in the prisons provided 
for them by British imperialism, our lot was quite an enviable 
one.

It is not, however, because of our treatment in prison that 
you and thousands of others have protested and are protesting. 
It is because we were imprisoned for propagating ideas which 
we believe offer the only path to the liberation of mankind. 
Very few of those who supported us agree with our ideas but 
they understand that to permit reactionary forces to imprison 
people fo f preaching ideas that have as their aim the achieve
ment o f true liberty and equality for all men is dangerous in
deed for everyone who is dissatisfied with the world as it  is.

Our agitation against the Smith Act becomes pa;t of our 
struggle to preserve and extend democratic rights for the peo
ple. For we live in a period when those rights are constantly 
threatened. The economic dislocations that are bound to follow 
the w ar,w ill bring with them serious conflicts between groups 
and classes. The answer to sqch conflicts on the part of the 
privileged and powerful is invariably the same: prisons and 
violence for those who are in the forefront of the struggle against 
the suppression of every democratic right. We must be prepared 
to guard those rights.v

To you who do not agree w ith our political ideas I can 
say: Be absolutely certain that just as you have supported us, 
W'e shall support any one who is attacked by the forces of re
action, regardless o f his disagreement with us. We accept and 
act upon the great principle which should prevail in the labor 
movement— an in ju ry to one is an in ju ry  to all. Against the 
capitalists and all their tools the unity of all labor must be 
considered absolutely essential. The struggle on behalf of the 
defendants in the Minneapolis Case did not keep us out of 
prison. But it was certainly worth while to spend 13 months in 
prison to see that the spirit of solidarity lives in the hearts of 
tens of thousands of workers.

A  scene a t the  M inneapolis homecoming banquet (above) shows, le f t  to  r ig h t :  Jake Cooper, C arlos Hudson, E m il Hansen, C arl 
Skoglund, and Grace Carlson (speak ing), released fro m  prison J a n . 24; M iles  Dunne, banquet cha irm an ; V incen t Dunne and Oscar 
Coover, also among the tw e lve  released prisoners. Below, the -N ew  Y o rk  City. CRDC mass m ee ting : le f t  to  r ig h t, Oscar Shoenfeld and 
K a r l Kuehn, M inneapo lis Case prisoners released in  O ctober; F a r re l l  Dobbs; CRDC Secretary George N ovack; James T . F a rre ll, N a- 
tio n a l C hairm an, CRDC; Osmund K . F raenkc l, A C L U  a tto rn e y ; and A lb e r t  Goldman.

‘Gag’ A c t. L e t us now say th a t we w an t no m ore M inneapolis cases, 
and le t us w o rk  to  make th is  slogan a fa c t.”

F a rre ll also po in ted ou t th a t the T ro ts k y is ts  were prosecuted 
because they  “ upheld M a rx ia n  views.”  He showed how fo r  n e a rly  a 
hundred years a l l the agents o f cap ita lism  have been “ re fu t in g ’’ 
M arx ism . B u t despite the  fa c t th a t ‘ ‘M arx ism  is one o f the  m ost 
re fu te d  o f a ll tendencies,”  the ru l in g  classes can on ly  answer M a rx 
ism  w ith  repression, prison, m urder. “ A nd  in  th is  case, M arx ism  has 
been le g a lly  a ttacked in  the U n ited  States. The expression o f M a rx ian  
op in ion has been held su ffic ie n t to  send men to  ja i l .  I  w i l l  no t stress 
the iro n y  o f th is  s itua tion .”

Fraenkel Speaks fo r  ACLU
The counsel fo r  the  A m erican  C iv il L ib e rtie s  U n ion , Osmund 

K . F raenke l, w ho helped prepare the appeal fo r  a hea ring  before 
the Supreme C ourt, described the  lega l aspects o f the M inneapolis 
case and p a r tic u la r ly  the  re fusa l o f  the Supreme C ourt on three

SPEECH OF FARRELL DOBBS
1 can sum it up in a few words: It is mighty good to be 

home. Comrades, on behalf of the 18 I wish to express our 
deep appreciation to the C iv il Rights Defense Committee,and its 
many supporters for the care given to our families. A thing 
like that is very important to a man, especially when he is in 
prison. What I am talking about could be defined roughly as 
the human element in the class struggle.

We all have our sorrows, our joys, our needs, our desires. 
And 1 believe that many of you have had experience in strikes 
and on picket lines. In a strike the question of how valiantly 
a man w ill fight is often dependent on his knowing that if  he 
goes to ja il, his fam ily w ill be taken care of: or i f  he is injured, 
he w ill be given medical care and hospitalization; or i f  he is 
killed, his fam ily w ill not be left to want. Everyone who has 
been in a strike struggle knows right down to the ground just 
What 1 am talking about. That is the human element in the 
class struggle that gives such tremendous power to class solidar
ity, that makes it such a mighty force.

M illions of trade union fighters have rallied to the defense 
of .the 18 throughout our entire case, and particularly when we 
were in prison; and have rallied to the defense of Kelly Postal, 
Local 544-CIO secretary-treasurer, who was railroaded to ja il 
through a frameup by Tobin in the Minnesota courts. This de
fense movement has cut across political lines. It has cut across 
organizational boundaries. V irtua lly  all of the working class 
political parties have supported us—that is, all except the Stal
inist betrayers o f the working class who are selling out the in
terests of the workers at every opportunity, and making oppor
tunities when they don’t find them.

W hy have we received such tremendous mass support? 
Because every thinking person understands that his- own civil 
liberties are at stake in this fight. But it must be realized, com
rades, that the danger of the Smith "Gag”  Act is actuary height
ened by the fact that its first victims are no longer behind bars, 
serving as a grim reminder of the existence of this vicious piece 
o f class legislation. For what happened to the 18 can happen 
to any trade unionist, to the members of any working class 
party, to any liberal. That is why the release of the 18 from 
Roosevelt’s prisons must be taken as a signal to redouble our 
efforts in the fight to repeal this H itlerite Smith "Gag”  Act.
» » > W * W * * * W * * * W # * » » « « lW « *» < » » **< » * « W * W « * « * * * t# « » W <

occasions even to hear the case, a lthough the S m ith  “ Gag”  A c t 
d ire c tly  v io la tes the fre e  speech am endm ent o f the  U . S. C onstitu 
tion . “ I  s incere ly  hope the  o rgan iza tions a ffilia te d  w ith  th is  case 
w i l l  succeed in  w ip in g  out the  S m ith  A c t,”  F raenkel said, fo r  i t  
places anyone in  jeopardy “ fo r  expression o f opin ions shared by 
m illio ns  the  w o rld  over and w hich m ay y e t prove m ore correct than 
the  opin ions o f those who sent these people to  prison .”

Speaking on beha lf o f the m ost oppressed section o f the  popu la
tion , the N egro  people, B en jam in  M cL a u rin  b rough t greetings fro m  
“ the la rg e s t in te rn a tio n a l union o f N egro  w o rkers  in  the w o rl’d, the  
A F L  B rotherhood o f S leeping Car P orters, and fro m  the m ost rad ica l 
o rgan iza tion  o f  the N egro  people in A m erica , the  M arch  On W ash
in g to n  M ovem ent.”

Labor Spokesmen Call fo r  Support o f CRDC
He showed the p a ra lle l between the persecution and fram eups 

aga ins t the  N egro  people and the  M inneapolis Labo r Case. “ We

SPEECH OF FELIX MORROW
We went to prison for a party in which we have supreme 

fa ith— a trade union which had every right to exist— and a prin
ciple of workers’ liberties which every m ilitant worker could 
understand i f  only our voices could reach him. And we reached 
millions of such workers.

What is important is that several millions of workers learn
ed to understand the principles involved in this case and learned 
what ^ threat to the labor movement is contained in the Smith 
Act and similar legislation. Those workers are ready for the 
next fight.

To those workers I want to state what may sound like a 
commonplace, and yet if  every worker in this country under
stood it  and acted upon* it, there could be no Smith Acts and 
no anti-labor prosecutions. This thought is that had the whole 
labor movement firm ly  fought against the Smith Act, it could 
never have been passed.

Yes, the A FL and CIO were "on record” against it— they 
simply and perfunctorily recorded their dislike of the Smith Act. 
But—there was not a single mass meeting of the trade unions 
in any city against the Smith B ill. There was not even a single 
international union w'hich bought radio time to broadcast against 
the Smith Bill.

Instead of continuing this list,, let me just say— none of 
the things were done w'hich the CIO has been doing this week 
in its fight to make Wallace the Secretary of Commerce. I don’t 
think it  matters who is Secretary of Commerce—but that’s 
not my point. The point is that the outpouring of leaflets, radio 
time, mass meetings, delegations of labor to Capitol H ill, etc., 
which we have just seen for Wallace—none of this w'as forth
coming from the AFL and CIO national bodies during the time 
the Smith B ill w'as up before Congress. Not that the fight for 
Wallace is a model of how labor should fight for something 
it  wants.

The fight against reaction must be waged by bringing to
gether all workers and friends of civil liberties regardless of their 
political beliefs. This is the thought I want you to take back 
With you to your factories and unions—we can successfully 
fight reaction only i f  the great m ajority of the workers’ move
ment is really struggling against reaction. The workers’ movement 
must act against the politicians responsible for the Smith Act.

the f ig h t fo r  the lib e ra tio n  o f our friends . A  considerable num ber 
o f p u r branches have given, and w i l l  g ive, m ora l and financ ia l sup
p o rt to  th is  f ig h t.”  The defense cam paign fo r  the. 18, he said, has 
shown th a t  “ the re  a re  progressive and libe ra l-m inded  people who do 
no t m ere ly  g ive l ip  service to  c iv i l lib e rtie s  b u t are ready to  f ig h t 
fo r  i t . ”

A  h igh  po in t o f  the  m ee ting  was the  appeal made by George 
Novack; fo r  financ ia l aid to  K e lly  Posta l. The CRDC N a tio n a l 
S ecre tary described the ru th less persecution o f the Local 544-CIO 
secre ta ry-treasu re r by A F L  Teaipsters Czar D anie l Tobin, the  M in 
nesota governm ent and the em ployers.

K e lly  Postal, because o f h is m ilita n c y  and devotion to  un ion 
democracy, was f ir s t  placed on t r ia l  in  the M inneapo lis Labor Case, 
b u t was one o f 10 acquitted . T ob in ’s agents cooked up charges o f 
“ embezzlement”  aga inst h im , because he had carried  ou t the  m andate 
o f the  Local 544 members in  tra n s fe rr in g  the  loca l’s funds fro m  the 
A F L  to  the  CIO a ff ilia t io n . One judge th rew  the case ou t o f court. 
A  m ore p liab le  judge  was secured. K e lly  was tr ie d  on a d iffe re n t b u t 
s im ila r  count based on iden tica l “ evidence,”  fram ed  and sent to  
prison fo r  up to 5 years.

A f te r  se rv ing  m ore tha n  a year, he was paroled as a re su lt 
o f the  pressure b ro ug h t to  bear th ro u g h  the CRDC defense cam paign. 
He was paroled to  S eattle, where h is  w ife , Mae, had moved. She 
was s u ffe r in g  fro m  cancer. She had to  re tu rn  to  M inneapo lis fo r  
trea tm en t, b u t the  parole o ffice rs  refused to  p e rm it KdHy to  go. 
Mae was compelled to  m ake the long , d if f ic u lt  jo u rn ey  back to  
Seattle  to  spend her la s t few  weeks w ith  her husband. She died 
several weeks ago. K e lly  has been le f t  a b ig  burden o f debt fo r  his 
w ife ’s m edical care, tra v e l and fun e ra l.

W ith  a genuine dem onstra tion  o f s o lid a rity  and generosity  fo r  
a persecuted un ion b ro the r, the mass m eeting con tribu ted  $468 in  
the co llec tion  to  a id  K e lly  Posta l meet the debts accum ulated be
cause he was sent to  prison fo r  his lo y a lty  to  the labo r movem ent.

Scores o f te legram s and messages g ree ting  the  released 
T ro tsky is ts  were sent to  the m eeting. Am ong the  Labo r o rgan iza
tions and leaders expressing th e ir  s o lid a r ity  were I r v in g  Abram son, 
President o f the  New Jersey C IO ; Thomas DeLorenzo, P resident o f 
B rew ste r A eronau tica l Local 365, CIO a u to w o rk e rs ; Peter Capitano, 
R epresentative o f  Local 160, A F L  Ladies G arm ent W orke rs ; A ro n

RESOLUTION
We, 800 w orkers assembled a t a mass m eeting called by 

the C iv il R igh ts  Defense Com m ittee a t H ote l D ip lom at F rida y  
evening, Feb. 2, ca ll upon the President o f the U n ited  States 
to  g ra n t im m ediate and uncond itiona l pardon and restore th e ir  
c iv il r ig h ts  to  the 18 Socia lis t W orkers P a rty  and CIO  mem
bers who were singled out fo r  persecution and im prisonm ent 
under the  S m ith  “ Gag”  A c t :

W e fu r th e r  urge a ll labo r and progressive organ izations 
who have already given such m agn ificen t suppo rt to  the 
M inneapo lis  L^bo r Case to  in te n s ify  th e ir  aid to  the  C iv il 
R igh ts  Defense Com m ittee in  its  cam paign to  secure the repeal 
o f the uncons titu tiona l S m ith  “ Gag”  A c t, in  order to  destroy 
th is  vic ious in s tru m en t o f oppression w h ich v io la tes the demo
c ra tic  r ig h ts  o f the A m erican people and rem ains as a th re a t 
to the en tire  labo r movement.

S. G ilm a rtin , C ha irm an o f the  W orkers  Defense League. F rom  every 
p a rt o f the coun try , the  branches o f  the Socia lis t W orkers  P a r ty  
sent th e ir  pledges o f s o lid a rity .

D em onstra ting  the  in te rn a tio n a l s o lid a r ity  o f the w o rk in g  class, 
lead ing o rgan iza tions o f M exican w orkers ha iled the  release o f the  
Am erican T ro ts k y is t leaders. These included the M exican section o f 
the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l; the  W orkers  and Peasants Confederation; 
U n ion  o f C onstruction  W orkers  o f the Federa l D is tr ic t;  U n ion  o f 
T ann ing In d u s try  W orkers  iof the  Federa l D is tr ic t ;  U n ion  o f Con
s tru c tio n  In d u s try  W orkers, C T M ; L ib e rta r ia n  Federation o f W o rk 
ers and Peasants; U n ion o f Stage Em ployes ( “ S m im a C lub.” )

The m eeting  concluded w ith  the  adoption o f a reso lu tion  c a llin g  
on “ the P resident o f the  U n ite d  States to  g ra n t im m edia te and un
cond itiona l pardon and restore th e ir  c iv il r ig h ts  to  the 18 Socia lis t 
W orkers  P a r ty  and CIO  members who were singled ou t fo r  persecu-* 
t io n  and im prisonm en t under the  S m ith  ‘Gag* A c t.”

12 Released Trotskyist Fighters For Workers’ Rights 
Honored A t  Welcome Home Mass Meeting I n  New York City
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The Moyne Case 
And Its Meaning

By Norm an Daniels
Two Palestinian J e w i s h  

youths, Eliahm Hakim and 
Eliahu Bet-Tsouri, were sen
tenced to be hanged January IS 
by a Cairo m ilita ry tribunal 
for the assassination of Lord 
Moyne. T he tria l lasted seven 
days and on the surface it m ig h t 
appear that the two youths had 
their day in court and as a 
consequence have to  pay w ith  
th e ir  lives fo r  the  shooting o f th is  
h ig h  B r it is h  d ig n ita ry .

B u t i f  th is  were a ll th a t was 
involved, w hy  was the t r ia l  held 
in  such s tr ic t  secrecy? W hy  were 
the  correspondents covering the 
t r ia l  p roh ib ited  fro m  w r it in g  
an y th in g  concerning the  m otives 
behind the assassination? W hy 
were the correspondents fo rc ib ly  
p ro h ib ited  fro m  even ta k in g  notes 
on the  t r ia l  proceedings in  the 
cou rtroom  ? T h is  was obviously 
n o t done in  the  in te rests  o f the 
defendants. They wanted to  be 
heard.

W H Y  T H E  SECRECY?
The secrecy imposed on the 

t r ia l  has' o n ly  one exp lanation : 
The fe a r th a t the  accused in  the 
prisoners dock in  the courtroom  
had the evidence to  prove th a t 
th e ir  accusers were g u ilty  o f 
crim es fa r  more hideous, fa r  more 
ghas tly  than the assassination of 
one ind iv idua l.

Lo rd  Moyne was B r it is h  Secre
ta ry  o f S tate fo r  the Colonies, 
1941-42. T h is  was the period when 
the  European Jews, persecuted, 
hounded and m urdered by the 
Nazis, were seeking refuge. 
Some o f those who succeeded in 
escaping the N azi m urder-m ach
ine— and they were not numerous 
— sought the perm ission o f Lord 
M oyne to enter Palestine. B u t 
the B r it is h  au tho ritie s  who have 
been shedding and continue to 
shed crocodile tears over the ex
te rm in a tio n  of m illio ns  o f Jews in 
Europe refused to l i f t  a f in g e r to 
g ive  haven to a few  hundred who 
made good th e ir  escape.»This was 
b ro u g h t to  l ig h t  m ost tra g ic a lly  
in  the s in k ing  o f the refugee-ship 
“ S tu rm a”  in  e a rly  1942, when 
several hundred Jews on board 
lo s t th e ir  lives . T h is  ship kep t 
s a ilin g  fro m  one p o rt to  another 
in  the M editerranean bu t nowhere 
w ou ld  the B r it is h  au tho ritie s  per
m it  them to  unload the cargo o f 
s u ffe r in g  refugees.

T H E  G R Y N S Z P A N  CASE
The assassination o f L o r d  

M oyne, fo r  w h ich the tw o  youths 
are to  be hanged, reca lls to  us 
the  G rynszpan case in  the la tte r  
p a r t  o f 1938. Herschel G rynszpan 
k ille d  Vom  R ath , the N az i am
bassador to France, in  pro test 
aga inst the c ru d it ie s  in flic te d  by 
the  N azi beasts on the Jews o f 
G erm any and on h is fa m ily  in 
(pa rticu la r. The sym pathies o f the 
whole c iv ilized  w o rld  were w ith  
Grynszpan who had sought in  fe 
verish  desperation to  pro test 
d ra m a tica lly  before the ba r of 
w o rld  op in ion aga inst the  savage 
to rm en ts  to w h ich  H itle r is m  sub
jected his people.

M IS G U ID E D  A T T E M P T
The shots f ire d  by the two 

P a lestin ian  youths a t Lo rd  Moyne 
likew ise  constitu te  an act o f des
pe ra tion . T he ir act too represents 
a m isguided a ttem pt to b ring  be
fo re  the bar o f w orld  opin ion the 
case o f savage torm ents suffered 
by the Jew ish people. T h is  tim e 
not a t the hands o f H itle rism , but 
a t the hands o f the “ dem ocratic’ 
im p e ria lis ts . H itle r is m  has done 
a l l i t  could to  exte rm ina te  m il 
lions o f Jews in  Europe. The 
dem ocratic im p e ria lis ts , who cyn
ic a lly  raise th e ir  hands in  ho rro r 
a t H i t le r ’s b ru ta lity ,  do not l i f t  
a  f in g e r  to  save the v ic tim s  of 
H itle r is m . G rynszpan f ire d  a shot 
th a t k ille d  Vom  Rath who to him  
symbolized the naked b ru ta lity  of 
N azi oppression. The tw o  P a l
estin ian youths fire d  the t shots 
a t Lo rd  Moyne. To them  ho sym 
bolized the hypocrisy, deceit and 
chicanery o f the .B rit is h  ru le rs  
who prom ised much to the Jew
ish  people and who have done 
no th in g ; who raised the hopes o f 
the  Jew ish people on ly  in  order 
to  be tra y  them. The act o f te rro r 
com m itted aga inst Lo rd  Moyne 
was an act o f despair g ro w in g

ou t o f the whole po licy  o f B r it is h  
im peria lism  in  re la tio n  to  the 
Jews.

In  w r it in g  on the Grynszpan 
case, Leon T ro ts k y  said:

“ We are revo lu tiona ry  M a rx  
ists, and by v ir tu e  o f our whole: 
tra d itio n , our doctrine, our da ily  
behavior, we have no th ing in 
common w ith  the theory and 
practice o f any k ind o f ind iv idua l 
action, much less in d iv id u a l te r 
ro rism . A t  bottom , however ju s t i
fied  i t  may be ‘m o ra lly ,’ in d i
v idua l te rro r ism  has always been 
e ither a sub s titu te  fo r  o r a brake 
upon the action o f the masses 
which, p rope rly  organized, is  the 
O N LY  e ffec tive  method o f s tru g 
gle aga inst reaction . Y e t, a l
though  our movem ent has a lw ays 
pe rs is ten tly  and p a tie n tly  com
batted in d iv id u a l te rro r is m , i t  is  
proud o f the fa c t  th a t a t a ll tim es 
and in a ll lands i t  has never; hesi
ta ted , when con fronted w ith  a 
choice between the m isguided foe 
o f ty ra n n y  and the despot who 
fe l l  before h is  bu lle t o r bomb, to 
take the side o f the  fo rm e r.

“ We cherish the  m em ory o f 
W ill ia m  T e ll and n o t o f Gessler 
the  ty ra n t.  N o t a shadow o f in 
fa m y  is attached in  our m inds 
to  the epic tra d itio n s  o f the Rus
sian te rro r is ts  who gave th e ir  
lives in  the s tru g g le  aga ins t the 
bloody Czars and G rand Dukes 
and th e ir  m urderous police p re 
fects. One would have to  be de
void o f the  la s t io ta  o f ha tred fo r  
oppression and despotism, to 
th in k  o r w r ite  otherw ise.”

“ Us Bankers99

Gl Housing Bill 
Is Benefit Mainly 
To Realty Sharks

The housing provisions o f the 
so-called G I B il l  o f R igh ts  and 
the Veterans A d m in is tra tio n ’s 
regu la tions “ leave the door wide 
open fo r  schemers to  cash in on 
the ve te ran ’s boun ty”  states 
Charles A bram s in  the December 
1944 A rc h ite c tu ra l Forum . B ank
in g  and rea l esta te pro fiteers, 
n o t the  re tu rn in g  soldiers, w i l l  
benefit most. The B i l l  helps on ly 
those veterans w ith  enough 
m oney to  purchase a home. T h is  
e lim inates a lm ost tw o -th ird s  o f 
the 10 to 12 m illio n  veterans who 
can on ly  a ffo rd  to  ren t. Thus the 
w o rker-ve te ran  who needs a home 
m ost w i l l  be excluded en tire ly .

A  ve te ran who decides to  pu r
chase a house m ust do so yvithin 
tw o years a f te r  discharge, a t a. 
tim e  when p e n t-u p  c iv ilia n  
demand w i l l  “ zoom”  b u ild in g  
costs. Since no construction 
standards are imposed, th is  is 
“ in v it in g  the  w o rs t o rg y  o f je r ry -  
b u ild in g  in  ou r h is to ry ”  and mass 
res lum m ing.

A lth o u g h  in te res t charges are 
supposed to  be no m ore than 4 
percent, the re  a re  so m any loop
holes in  the regu la tions th a t the 
rea l in te res t charges w i l l  be much 
higher, and the values in fla ted . 
Abram s foresees th a t  m ost o f the 
veterans who buy homes under 
th is  p lan w i l l  lik e ly  “ end up in 
foreclosure and d is illus ionm ent.”

Sidney Hillman Boasts 
“I Am A Banker Also”

O ut in  the  w ide open spaces o f A riz o n a  where 
men are men and well-heeled “ labo r states
men”  can p lay  cowboy on swanky dude ranches, 
S idney H illm a n  la s t m onth was basking in  the 
hea ling  desert sunshine. The head o f the 
A m algam ated C lo th in g  W orkers  was nu rs ing  
the  aches and contusions he sustained d u rin g  
the rough-and-tum ble  o f the C IO -P A C  cam 
pa ign fo r  Roosevelt and subsequently w h ile  
rub b ing  elbows w ith  unem ployed ro y a lty  in  
London.

N a tu re ’s g lo ry  a t so much per day ev iden tly  
insp ired H illm a n  to  commune w ith  a s p ir itu a l 
kinsm an, also re fre sh in g  h is soul on the dude 
ranch. H illm a n  discovered an a f f in ity  w ith  
u ltra -re a c tio n a ry  W ill ia m  R. M athews, ed ito r o f 
the Tucson, A rizona , D a ily  S ta r. M athews found  
a new reve la tion . H illm a n  unburdened h is soul 
“ o f f  the record.”

The an ti- la b o r ed ito r hastened in to  p r in t  on 
the f ro n t  page o f h is January  10. D a ily  S tar. 
E n th us ia s tica lly , he a ffirm ed  th a t some people 
have H illm a n  a ll w rong . In  fa c t, H illm a n  “ did 
not have a mean word to  say about anybody” —  
least o f a ll the bosses. H illm a n  had “ jum ped 
w ith  su rp rise ”  when M athews “ m entioned how 
many people, inc lud ing  m yself, feared th a t he 
and his com m ittee (C IO  P o litica l A c tio n ) sought 
the com m unization o r socia lization o f l i fe  in  
A m erica .”  Th is , M athews reports  w ith  g ra tific a 
tion , is  a gross m isunderstanding.

A  C om m unist?  “ ‘M e? ’ H illm a n  exclaim ed 
w ith  astonishm ent. ‘W hy, I  am a banker and 
my^ union has been w o rk in g  peace fu lly  w ith  the 
em ployers fo r  yea rs ’.”  B anker H illm a n  then 
continued “ w ith  an im a tion .”  “ I  even go so fa r  
as to  say th a t labo r cannot be prosperous w ith 
ou t prosperous em ployers. W e have recognized 
th a t in  the  ga rm en t in d u s try  fo r  years.”  He 
m ig h t have added, so have the  ga rm en t bosses. 
W ith  H illm a n ’s a id  they have waxed rich , w h ile  
the ga rm en t w o rke rs ’ wages and conditions 
rem a in  among the w o rs t in  A m erican  in du s try .

By Lewis Jordan
“ Yes, i t  was Sidney H illm a n  ta lk in g ,”  w rite s  

the  reac tiona ry  ed ito r, unable to  conceal his 
d e lig h t a t find in g  such a ha rm ony o f views be
tween h im se lf and the m uch-m isunderstood 
“ labo r leader.”  H illm a n , “ much aga ins t his 
w i l l , ”  was s e ttin g  the  record s tra ig h t “ a f te r  
be ing to ld  th a t there were m any in  A rizo na  who 
tho ugh t he was a  C om m unist o r Socia list, 
ach ing to  take over p r iv a te  business en terprise 
in  th is  coun try .”

M athews g la d ly  helps H illm a n  dispel any such 
m isapprehension. F o r the  on ly  th in g  H illm a n  is 
ach ing to  do is “ eve ry th ing  he and his colleagues 
can to make the p r iva te  system  o f en terprise  
w o rk .” ' In  sho rt, defend ca p ita lism  and the 
ca p ita lis t class.

In to  the  sym pathetic  ear o f  M athews, H illm a n  
poured tales o f h is y o u th fu l exp lo its  in  s lip p in g  
over phony con trac t settlem ents on the  c lo th in g  
w orkers. H e recalled w ith  sa tis fa c tion  the f irs t  
con tract, in  1911, he had engineered behind the 
backs o f the -w orke rs . He w ent on to  emphasize 
how “ the un ion helped its e lf  by  h e lp ing  the  em
p loyers.”  W ell, anyway, H illm a n ’s bureaucra tic  
m achine helped its e lf  and -the sweat - shop 
operators.

Thus, am id the wonders o f na ture  in  A rizona , 
H illm a n  bared his soul. I t  is  the soul o f a se lf- 
seeking bureaucrat— a soul self-confessedly no 
d iffe re n t from  th a t o f any c a p ita lis t and banker. 
A nd why shouldn’t  H illm a n  speak about “ us 
banke rs?”  L ike  a ll bankers, H illm a n  too has 
risen to  power and p riv ile g e .o n  the backs o f 
the workers.

M athews concludes th a t H illm a n  “ seems to  
appreciate the freedom  he has found in  A m e r
ica.”  W hy no t?  Doesn’t  th a t  freedom  enable 
h im  to d ispo rt on a dude ranch and chat as an 
equal w ith  a reac tiona ry  c a p ita lis t ed ito r and 
hoast, “ I  too am a banke r?”  W h a t g re a te r 
freedom  can there  be fo r  a “ self-m ade”  labo r 
fake r?

The "B ig Three" Conference
(Continued fro m  page 1) i economy, in c lud in g  financia l, in- 

Belgium  and the Q uis ling  Papan-1 du s tria l and general services. Her

B U IL D  T H E  LA B O R  P A R T Y

dreou in  Greece. B r it is h  tanks 
stood by w h ile  Belg ian police 
poured lead in to  unarm ed dem
onstra tors in  'Brussels. B r it is h  
troops m urdered El.as fighters on 
the streets o f Athens. M eanwhile 
S ta lin  imposed his reactionary 
puppets on the Rum anian and 
B u lga rian  peoples.

B ut more had been agreed on 
a t Teheran according to la te r rev
elations made by C h u rch ill. Ger
many and Poland are to be carved 
up. One-third of Poland is to be 
turned over to the Soviet Union. 
East Prussia south and 'west of 
Koenigsberg in c lud in g  Danzig 
would go to Poland. To ca rry  out 
th is  plan would require , said 
C h urch ill, “ the disentanglem ent 
and  transference o f several m il
lion  people.”  Then again to dis
pel any possible m isunderstand
ing C h u rch ill procla im ed: “ These 
m atters were firs t discussed . at 
Teheran.”

The. cu rren t conference w ill 
o n ly  resume where Teheran le ft 
o ff. T h is  tim e, however, the con
ference meets on the eve of the 
im pending m il ita ry  collapse of 
the German arm ies. The question 
of w hat shall be done w ith  Ger
many and above a ll how the Ger
man revo lu tion  w il l  be crushed 
w il l  undoubtedly assume the 
forem ost position.

A  dispatch em anating from  
London pu rpo rts  to g ive the re
p o rt of "U n ited  Nations special
is ts”  w h ich  w i l l  be subm itted to 
the “ Bigi Three.”

“ Germany,”  the rep o rt says, 
“ w hether she likes i t  o r not, m ust 
be stripped of con tro l of her home

m erchant m arine, com m ercial a ir 
lines, syn the tic  o il and rubber 
plants and chemical industries 
w i l l  be taken out of her hands... 
H a lf of the annual volum e of an
nual expenditures th a t w ent in to  
w ar production since H it le r ’s ad
vent would finance the production 
of a substantia l volume of goods 
fo r repara tions . . . There is gen
eral agreement th a t the Soviet 
Union, Poland and others on the 
con tinent who are dem anding 
German laborers to repa ir w ar 
devastation w ill get them w ith o u t 
serious objection fron t e ither 
B r ita in  o r the U n ited  States.”

The w r ite r  says the repo rt is 
m ore severe than M orgen thau ’s 
plan to convert Germany in to  a 
"pastora l economy.”  I t  would be 
much nearer the t ru th  to charact
erize the plan as a more in fa m 
ous, more ru th less ed ition  of the 
Versailles T reaty. The German 
people w i l l  be forced to pay by 
s ta rva tion  and slave l a b o r  
fo r  an im p e ria lis t war they no 
more in it ia te d  than did the peo
ples of G reat B r ita in  o r the 
U n ited States.

Yet even th is  report, the sub
stance of w h ich w il l  undoubtedly 
become pa rt of the new agree 
m ent made a t the cu rre n t • “ B ig 
Three”  Conference, lacks o ffic ia l 
confirm ation. Least of a ll is i t  
d ign ified by statem ents from  
C hurch ill, Roosevelt o r S ta lin . 
L ik e  at Teheran, they rem ain 
mute’ concerning th e ir  plans, fo r' 
"peace.”  I t  m ust be obvious even 
to the p o lit ic a lly  il l ite ra te  tha t 
had they one single proposal th a t 
would a llev ia te  the p lig h t o f ago-

Separatists Are 
British Catspaws 
In Ruined Sicily

By R uth  Johnson
Gaetano S alvem in i, an ti-fa sc is t 

w r ite r  was the f i r s t  to  charge 
C h u rch ill w ith  com p lic ity  in  the 
fo rm a tio n  o f a separa tis t move
m ent in  S ic ily  to  safeguard the 
M editerranean life lin e  o f B rit is h  
im peria lism . Salvem in i again cor
re c tly  charges, in  the January is 
sue o f C ounte rcurren t, th a t “ I ta 
ly , like  Greece, is the sub ject o f 
secret agreem ent by powers seek
in g  spheres o f p o lit ic a l in f lu 
ence.”

The scheme''of the S ic ilia n  sep
a ra tis t movement, financed by 
b ig  landowners o r “ la tifu n d is ts ,”  
is  to erect a m onarchy under 
the “ pro tection of B r it is h  im p e ri
a lism .”  The separa tis t movem ent 
is g row ing  rap id ly , w rite s  N. Y. 
Tim es correspondent H erbert L. 
Matthews. A nd i t  recently prod
uced an o ffsp rin g  which, despair
in g  o f C h u rc h ill’s a b il i ty  to crush 
the S ic ilia n  masses, has begun to 
make overtures to W ashington.

S T A R V IN G  M ASSES
The landowners of S ic ily  have 

never believed th a t the  Bonom i 
puppet regim e could cope w ith  
the rebellious s ta rv in g  masses of 
S ic ily . E ver since A llie d  " lib e ra 
t io n ”  of the is land , there have 
been dem onstrations and food 
r io ts  in  pro test against 'in to le r
able conditions.

So te rr ib le  are conditions in  
S ic ily  th a t on Feb. 5, Matthews 
adm itted Messina to be "a lm ost 
as badly o ff now as a fte r the 
earthquake, thanks to  the te r r if ic  
A llie d  bom bing attacks.”  Houses 
are heaps o f rubble. C lo th ing  is 
lim ite d  to  scanty handouts by 
the Red Cross. A ltho ug h  the is 
land is predom inan tly  a g r ic u ltu r
al, food is alm ost unobtainable 
fo r  the masses. Landowners re 
fuse to se ll a t government-fixed 
prices, d iv e rtin g  th e ir  crops in 
stead to the lu c ra tive  black 
m arket.

“ E ighteen months a fte r its  lib 
era tion ,”  w ro te M atthews on Feb. 
1, “ th is  is land is  ha lf-s ta rved ,

SHOP TALKS

By V. Grey

nized hum an ity , one proposal th a t I d a to ry 'd e a ls  o f the im p e ria lis ts  
would free the masses from  the in  W orld  W ar I.  
shackles of reaction, one measure , B u t S ta lin , the arch-enemy of 
th a t would save m ankind from  a  the European masses, does not 
th ird  and in fin ite ly  more h o rrib le  fo llow  in  the footsteps of the Oc- 
im p e ria lis t w ar —  they would tober R evolution. He betrays i t  
shout i t  to the heavens and in - ' a t every tu rn . He conspires 
v lte  the peoples to lis ten  to the against the com ing European rev- 
de liberations re la tin g  to such p ro -! o lu tio n  whereas Len in  and T ro t- 
posals. No. They plan as Te- sky assisted and insp ired it .  He 
heron revealed on ly  in  sm all p a rt,' meets in  secret w ith  the im peria l 
no th ing  bu t in fa m y  —  counter-1 is t  thieves whereas Len in  and 
revo lu tion , red iv is ion  of the e a r th , 'T ro ts k y  exposed and denounced 
rea lignm ent fo r  a new im p e ria l-1 them  to  the masses, 
is t w ar. | To p lo t is  easy enough b u t to

The Bolsheviks long ago in - c a rry  those plots in to  action  
scribed on th e ir  banner the slo- against the hostile , stubborn op 
gan: Down W ith  Secret D ip lom - position  of m illio n s  of workers is 
any! They knew from  th e ir  M arx- fa r more d iff ic u lt. The struggles 
is t understanding the true  na ture in  Greece and Belg ium  against 
of the conspiracy a t  these im - the fiendish plans of Teheran 
pe ria lis t conferences. When they w i l l  become on ly  m ild  skirm ishes 
came to power in  Russia in  1917, compared to  the g igan tic  class 
the Soviet Government under Le- battles th a t w i l l  un fo ld  against 
n in  and T ro tsky  in  one of its  the conspiracy now being consuin 
firs t acts opened the Czar’s secret mated by Roosevelt, C h urch ill 
archives and published the pre- and S talin.
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wretched and rebellious, a prey 
to grave c iv i l disorders. The f irs t 
place th a t we libera ted in  Europe 
m ay ye t become another Greece 
th a t w i l l  requ ire  the re tu rn  of 
the A llie d  M il ita ry  Government 
and troops . . . ”

Describing outbreaks w h ich  
have been heav ily  censored hy 
the Ita lia n  governm ent, Matthevy 
relates th a t in  the sm all tow n of 
Palazzo-Adreano, “ w h a t amounts 
to an up ris in g ”  started as a quar
re l between a “ Com m unist”  and 
a gendarme, and “ two days la te r, 
1800 citizens were up in  arm s.”  
No news of the outcome of th is  
ba ttle  has ye t been released, a l
though arm ored cars have been 
th row n  a g a in s t’ the people there 
since January 25. There were 

disorders”  i l l  Palerm o on Oct. 
19, in  Catania on, December 14 
and an up ris in g  in  the provinces 
of Ragusa and A grigento which 
cost the lives of a t least th ir ty -  
s ix  persons. M atthews expresses 
the fo rebod ing o f the  landowners 
th a t “ some day one of these up
ris ings w i l l  no t be localized and 
w il l  spread over the land.”

The le ftw a rd  sw ing of the mass
es is reflected in  the streng th  of 
the p o litica l parties of S ic ily . 
Largest is the Com m unist (S ta l
in is t)  P a rty  reported ly  w ith  a 
membership o f 48,000; the Social
is t P a rty  has 29,000; Democracy 
of 1-a‘bor, 30,000; C h ris tian  Dem
ocrats, 45,000; A ction  Party, 
7,000; L ibe ra ls  5,000. A ga inst the 
w o rk ing  class parties, the separ
a tis ts  w ith  fewer than 30,000 
members are reorganiz ing the 
M affia. the hated, rasca lly  organ 
iza tion tra d it io n a lly  tied to the 
landowners. The M affia, Mat, 
thews says, “ is beg inn ing to gath
er in  c rim in a l elements.”

M atthews a ttr ib u te s  the grow 
in g  in fluence of the separatists 
to th e ir  demagogic “ promises of 
food and w o rk  and better econ
omic conditions.”  A no ther im 
po rta n t fac to r is th e ir  u tiliz a tio n  
of the mass opposition to conti 
nuation of the war. Many of the 
local upris ings in  S ic ily  have be
gun as dem onstrations against 
the ca llin g  up of young men fo r 
service in  the Ita lia n  arm y.

The masses of S ic ily , however, 
are not lik e ly  to fo llow  the false 
program of the separatist move 
ment. M atthews concludes in  his 
Feb. 5 report,: “ S ic ilians often 
have fla red in to  revo lts  th a t have 
shaken the whole of Europe, and 
they are capable o f do ing so 
again.”

W hat P rice  Poiver?
“ Jus t as long as people w a n t to  have power, you ’re go ing to  

have w ars  and troub le ,”  somebody said the  o ther day.
Some crazy guy w ith  a lu s t fo r  power and a yen to  p lay  so ld ier 

crops up every generation o r so and gets m illio n s  o f poor guys 
k ille d  o f f  who never wanted to p lay  so ld ier a t a ll. . . T h a t’s the way 
the ca p ita lis t books and newspapers exp la in  th ings . A nd n a tu ra lly  
most people believe i t ’s re a lly  so.

B u t i t  stands to  reason th a t ve ry  fe w  ty ra n ts  are as s trong  as, 
say, tw o  men toge ther. A nd  you never heard o f O N E  th a t could 
stand up to ten men a t once. Y e t i t  takes a h e ll o f a lo t  more than  
ten s trong  men to  ove rth row  a weakest ty ra n t.

Take the old superintendent o f the Open H e a rth— the one the y  
had three o r fo u r  years ago. He was he ll on wheels. Took aw ay the 
benches, took down the  canopy th ^  fe llow s  had fix e d  up on the  
o ther side o f the  fu rnace f lo o r  to  keep the ra in  and snow o f f  them . 
H e’d have a man sent back home fo r  com ing out on the f lo o r  f iv e  
m inutes la te  fo r  his tu rn . There was a ty ra n t  fo r  you.

The whole union kep t up a ru n n in g  f ig h t  fo r  m onths to  break 
th a t guy. They complained to  every b ig  shot th e y  could. They had 
“ take -it-e asy”  weeks, and re g u la r slowdowns, too. F in a lly  when the  
second and th ird  helpers ju s t refused to  w o rk  on the  f lo o r  a t a ll, 
and stayed in  the labo r gang, the  com pany “ looked in to  i t . ”

The resu lt was th a t a d iffe re n t superin tendent was p u t in  and 
the o ther s lave-d rive r was trans fe rre d . N a tu ra lly  he g o t b e tte r pay 
in  the  new place where he pu lled  the same business, w h ile  the new 
super was a young guy— ju s t  prom oted. P robab ly g o t lo w e r pay 
than the old one.

B u t whom was the whole union fig h tin g ?  Was i t  ju s t an o rnery , 
cantankerous old man who wanted to  have his own way? O r was i t  
the C O M P A N Y — the association o f m illio na ires  who P R O F IT E D  
by his use o f power?

You can be pow er-d runk a ll you r life . B u t i f  you don’t  t ie  up 
w ith  the bunch th a t w an t you in  pow er to  p ro tec t th e ir  in te rests , 
about a ll you can do is  tw id d le  you r thum bs, o r read the comic 
books and in tox ica te  you rsb lf w ith  the deeds o f “ Superm an”  and 
his pals.

In  th e ir  movie “ Lost in  a H arem ,”  A b b o tt and Costello ru n  up 
aga inst a d ir ty  k in g  who’s a ty ra n t  fo r  fa ir .  A nd  do you know  how 
he does it?  He hypnotizes everybody in  the kingdom  (in c lud in g  Tom 
m y Dorsey and his band) w ith  some k in d  o f m ag ic r in g . T h a t 
sounds p re tty  s illy .

A nd  yet, when you come to  th in k  o f i t ,  some exp lanations o f 
H it le r ’s powers m ig h t have come ou t o f the same w acky scenario 
w r ite r ’s hand. A ccord ing  to  the s tu f f  you read and hear, th is  H it le r  
is some k ind o f n ine-day wonder in  reverse. He re p o rte d ly  w ie lds 
hypno tic  power over people: Roosevelt and C h u rch ill m ay be super
heroes. B u t H it le r ’s a sup e r-v illa in . A nd instead o f hav ing  a r in g  
to  p u t people to  sleep, th e y  have som eth ing be tte r. They are sup
posed to  have people a ll w i l l in g  to  be hypnotized anyw ay because 
th e y ’re such dopes!

B u t w h a t does H it le r  DO when he uses a ll th is  super-power o f 
h is? Does he p u t e x tra  benches on furnace floo rs?  Does he com
mand the cap ita lis ts  to ra ise w o rke rs ’ wages? Does he command 
them  to  pay tim e-and -a-ha lf, and double tim e?  N o t on you r life . 
He doesn’t,  because he C A N ’T.

No, the  m agic o f  the fa sc is t ty ra n t ’s power w orks on ly  in  one 
d irec tion . A g a in s t the  w o rk in g  people. H i t le r  has a lu s t fo r  power, 
a ll r ig h t.  B u t he and his gang  are w o rk in g  fo r  the association o f 
G erm an m illio n a ire s  wKo P R O F IT  fro m  th is  power. The m inu te  
the re ’s no more p ro fit ,  ou t he’l l  go, w h ile  they  t r y  to  use some o ther 
handy ty ra n ts  ( lik e  A llie d  genera ls) to  keep the  G erm an w orkers 
down.

No sing le  in d iv id u a l re a lly  ru les e ithe r G erm any o r  A m erica. 
A  CLASS ru les. The c a p ita lis t class. I f  they can ge t some super 
boy-scout to  f ro n t  fo r  them , so much the  be tte r— fo r  them . They 
can p u t fo rw a rd  these ty ra n ts  because, lik e  a ll previous class ru le , 
c a p ita lis t ru le  is the ru le  o f a t in y  m in o r ity , based on the  founda
tions o f sca rc ity  economy. The on ly  w ay a m in o r ity  has o r can o r 
ever did ru le  over the m a jo r ity  is by supplem enting b ru te  force w ith  
deception, lies and legends —  especially centered round ty ra n ts , 
“ dem ocratic”  and fasc is t a like . T h a t is  w hy  rea l democracy is out 
fo r  cap ita lism  ju s t  as i t  was excluded fo r  feuda lism  and slavery.

W hen we take over the industries , ou r class, T H E  W O R K IN G  
CLASS, w i l l  ru le . Then we’l l  have rea l democracy, w o rke rs ’ democ
racy. W e w o rk in g  people w i l l  be ru n n in g  th in gs  in ou r own in te r
ests. So n a tu ra lly  we w i l l  t ra in  as m any as possible fo r  genuine 
leadership. There w i l l  be no life tim e  presidents o r d ic ta to rs  under 
our system, fo r  the s im ple reason th a t w e’l l  be cons tan tly  g e ttin g  
be tte r leaders to  take care o f the in te rests o f those who w i l l  then 
P R O F IT  fro m  the power —  the W O R K IN G  P E O P LE  themselves.

10 Years Ago 
In The M ilitant

FE B R U A R Y  9 , 193,5
S A C R A M E N T O — A id in g  the  C a lifo rn ia  bosses in  th e ir  prosecution 

o f 18 A g r ic u ltu ra l and Cannery: W orkers  U n ion  leaders, an 
aged stool-pigeon took the  w itness stand. To bo ls te r up the 
s ta te ’s charge o f “ c r im in a l synd ica lism ,”  70-year old W ill ia m  
Hanks to ld  a fa n ta s tic  ta le  o f “ escaping”  fro m  C a lifo rn ia  to 
Omaha, ‘to  avoid the “ dangers”  o f a C om m unist “ convention”  
repu ted ly  scheduled to  be held in Sacramento. The f l im s y  s to ry  
was exposed by H anks’ own adm ission th a t  he had never sought 
police pro tection  because he “ d idn ’t  th in k  i t  was necessary.”  

M eanwhile fro m  M inneapo lis came a pledge o f s o lid a r ity  
w ith  the defendants, signed by General D rive rs ’ Local 574-A F L,

F R A N C E — W rit in g  fro m  ex ile  in  France, Leon T ro ts k y  exposed the  
m achinations o f the  S ta lin is t GPU in  its  a rre s t o f Z inov iev and 
Kam enev fo r  “ m ora l re sp o n s ib ility ”  in  the- assassination o f 

, bu reaucra t K iro v . A lre ad y  14 men had been executed fo r  the  
assassination o f K iro v , a fte r  the  f il in g  o f ind ic tm ents  w h ich  
a ttem pted to  im p lica te  T ro ts k y  and his son Leon Sedov. Now , 
as a stage in  the p repa ra tion  fo r  the  in fam ous Moscow T r ia ls  
w h ich  began a year la te r, the  names o f tw o  more leaders o f the 
Bolshevik revo lu tion  o f 1917, were added as S ta lin  p lo tted  to  
w ipe ou t the Old Guard. The fraud  o f the GPU fram e-up  in 
the K iro v  case was obvious to  a ll who knew the records o f 
T ro tsky , Z inoviev, and Kamenev. A f te r  Len in ’s death, Z inoviev 
and Kamenev, in com p lic ity  w ith  S ta lirt, had slandered T ro ts k y  
to  fo r t i f y  th e ir  own positions, and the bureaucracy. In  1926, 
Z inoviev, alarmed a t g ro w th  o f reaction in  the Soviet U n ion, 
pub lic ly  adm itted th a t his s tru g g le  aga inst T ro ts k y  had been 
“ one o f the two g reat m istakes”  o f his life . ,For a b r ie f  period 
Z inoviev, Kamenev and th e ir  fo llow e rs  sup po rte d  the L e f t  O p
position in  the  s trugg le  aga ins t the  S ta lin is t bureaucracy. E x 
pelled f ro m  the J ja rty , in  1927, Z inoviev la te r  cap itu la ted  to  
S ta lin  and was readm itted  to  m em bership. Kam enev, likew ise  
expelled fro m  the p a rty , also cap itu la ted  to  S ta lin . A  fe w  years 
la te r they were again- expelled, aga in  cap itu la ted  and. were 
again te m p o ra rily  restored to grace. F o r m any years T ro ts k y  
had branded a ll the  cap itu la to rs  as tra ito rs , and had broken 
o f f  a l l re la tions , p o lit ic a l and personal a like, w ith  them .
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m  1 "LASofe * r r s  a iw n rt bkin can-
I  n o  NOT EMANCIPATE! ITSELF WHHRB 
a  LABOR WITH A BLACK SKIN IS

BRANDED" — KARL MARX.

Negro Struggle
By Charles Jackson  ̂ ,

The Chicago Defender's 'New Course'
W hat is  happening to the edi

to r ia l po licy of the Chicago De
fender?  T h is  fo rm e rly  m il ita n t  
Negro weekly along w ith  several 
o ther Negro publications has been 
undergoing some strange evolu
t io n a ry  process in the past three 
years, or, ra the r, We should say 
devo lu tionary  process —  because 
so fa r  as fig h tin g  fo r  Negro 
r ig h ts  is concerned, i t  has been 
on a do w n h ill ro ll.

I t  has, lik e  most ca p ita lis t en
terprises, w hether w h ite  or Ne
gro, supported the im p e ria lis t 
w a r, th a t is, the w a r o f “ democ
racy ”  (the J im  Crow va rie ty ) 
against fascism  (p a rtly  financed 
by A m erican cap ita lis ts ). T h is  
War has been placed on the 
agenda by the “ Defender”  editors 
ahead of ou r ju s tified  strugg le 
against segregation and d isc rim 
ina tion .

The Dem ocratic P arty, though 
la rge ly  contro lled by Southern 
race-baiters, was supported by 
th is  sheet in  the past election re
gardless of its  ( lik e  the Republi
can P a rty ’s) an ti-N egro ’ policy,

E ve ry  l i t t le  crum b o f a con
cession Roosevelt was forced to  
toss to  the  N egro  was blazoned 
in  bold-faced type  w h ile  the' rank 
acts o f oppression to  N egro c iv i l
ians and soldiers were frequ en tly  
buried in  some in s ig n ifica n t spot 
in  the paper.

Take the case o f the  f i f ty  
sa ilo rs  who are serv ing  8 to  15 
years fo r  “ m u tin y ”  as m a rty rs  
in  the  f ig h t aga inst the  reac
tio n a ry , openly a n ti-N e g ro  po licy 
o f the  U . S. N avy. W ha t is  th is  
N egro  weekly which was founded 
by  f ig h tin g  R obert S. A bbot 
do ing? Is  i t  a g ita t in g  fo r  mass 
action  to  demand the  release o f 
these innocent boys? N o ts o ’s you 
can notice i t .

Instead i t  p rin ts  in  its  Feb. 3 
issue a vic ious tirade  against 
these men in  the fo rm  Of a le tte r 
from  a prejudiced sa ilo r Who 
says th a t “ th e ir  shame w i l l  be 
remembered fo r a long tim e.”  
T h is  new version of the Chicago 
“ Defender”  not . on ly  p rin ts  such 
w h ite  supremacy Venom bu t — 
and liel-e is the real s in  —  i t  le ts 
th is  ly in g  a ttack  go unanswered 
w ith o u t e d ito r ia l comment, as i f  
to  g ive s ile n t consent to  those 
sentim ents.

The name "Chicago Defender”  
rem ains a t the  top o f the page 
bu t the question now arises: 
Whom does th is  paper defend? 
The downtrodden Negro masses 
and th e ir  brave m artyrs?  —  or 
the Am erican ru lin g  class and its  
m ost v icious anti-Negro agents?

Just as a barre l ro llin g  down
h il l,  w i l l  crash head on in to  one 
be ing ro lled  up the same path, the 
"D efender”  in  its  Jan. 27 issue 
takes a sna rling  lunge in  its  lead 
e d ito r ia l a t — of a ll organizations 
■—  the Am erican C iv il L ibe rties  
U n ion !

The po in t of departure fo r th is  
paradoxica l ed ito ria l is  the fact 
th a t the N a tiona l ACLU Board 
has voted to look in to  charges of 
p o lit ic a l in tr ig u e  w ith in  the C h i
cago branch —  an in tr ig u e  calcu
lated to  emasculate tha t branch 
of the w e ll-know n m il ita n t  posi
t io n  of the N a tiona l body. A l
though the ed ito r adm its tha t the 
“ accusations against the Chicago

u n it  are somewhat unclear”  he 
proceeds to charge th a t the ACLU 
is opposed to too much emphasis 
on "b a ttlin g  fo r  Negro r ig h ts .’’ 
l ie  charges th a t “ the v irus  of ra  
c ia l pre judice ev iden tly  lias not 
been cleansed from  its  (the 
A C L U ’s) ranks.”

T h is  strange accusation by an 
organ th a t is, its e lf,  degenerat
in g  fro m  its  once m il ita n t  stand 
is no new p h e n o m e n o n .  
In  cha rg ing  the  A C L U  w ith  
g iv in g  up the N egro s trugg le , the 
Chicago “ Defender,”  caugh t on 
th in  ice, is m ere ly reem phasizing 
the fa c t th a t supporters o f the 
old order, when faced w ith  the 
in ev itab le  con trad ic tions to  which 
th e ir  po licy leads_ them , w i l l  in 
va riab ly  accuse others o f the very 
sins o f which they, themselves, 
a te  m ost g u ilty .

A  review  of the record shows 
th a t the A m erican C iv il L ibe rties  
U n ion is one of the few organiza
tions th a t s t i l l  f ig h t fo r  the r ig h ts  
of Negroes regardless^ of the tre 
mendous opposition of Am erican 
cap ita lism  in  th is  com petitive 
War.

The ACLU supported the FEPC 
and is  assisting the N ational 
Couhcil fo r  a Perm anent FEPC. 
F o llow ing  a n ti-N e g ro  attacks o f 
1943 i t  published and w ide ly  d is 
tr ib u te d  a pam phlet en titled  “ How 
to Prevent a Race R io t.”  In  the 
courts d u rin g  the past year it  
pa rtic ipa ted in  an unprecedented 
num ber of cases in vo lv in g  the 
rig h ts  o f Negroes. These included 
the ou tlaw ing  of the w h ite  p r im 
a ry  in  Texas, the L yn n  case in 
vo lv ing  d isc rim in a tio n  in  ca llin g  
Negroes to m il ita ry  service by 
segregated d ra ft  quotas and seg
regation of Negroes by the B o il
ermakers Union.

I t  has assisted in : the parole 
of the rem a in ing  fecottshoro boys 
in  A labam a; a successful case In 
D e tro it in vo lv in g  d isc rim ina tion  
by the m il ita ry  au thorities  
against a Negro doctor dra fted  by 
the A rm y  a fte r the Navy had re
fused to  accept h im ; the success
fu l figh t o f the NAACP against 
segregation of Negro ch ild ren  in 
the schools a t H illb u rn , N, Y.; 
the lit ig a tip p  against the exclu
sion o f Negroes from  the Stuyv- 
esant Town housing p ro ject; the 
ab o lition  of public school dlscrim - 
IPdtioft' ih  T renton, N. J. and 
m any o ther cases.

The “ Defender”  ed ito r com
pla ins th a t the  A C L U  is against 
the “ Com m unists”  ( fo rm e r f ig h t
ers fo r  N egro  r ig h ts  ih  the  days 
before the CP became com plete ly 
S ta lin ized.)

A lthough th is  degenerated 
group is now opposed to any 
c iv i l r ig h ts  w h ich  ih te rfe re  w ith  
the “ War e ffo rt,”  nevertheless the 
AC LU  made representations on 
beha lf o f Mrs. E a rl B row der in  
her deporta tion case because p o li
t ic a l pre jud ice seemed to be p lay
in g  a fac to r in  the decision as 
rendered by the Departm ent of 
Justice.

These are the facts. We see 
w hat the Chicago “ Defender”  un
der thiB new ed ito ria l po licy  lias 
fa iled to' do; we see w ha t the 
ACLU against great odds has con
tinued to  do. The Negfo masses 
w il l  no t be fooled by  these r id i
culous, hysterica l, d iversional 
shrieks.

WHAT A LABOR PARTY MEANS 
TO THE OPPRESSED NEGROES

O ur guide has so fa r  considered 
the  o rgan iza tion  o f an indepen
dent labo r p a rty  fro m  the v iew 
p o in t o f the trade1 unions and 
la bo r genera lly . B u t o ther sec-, 
tions o f the  populace are v ita l ly  
a ffected by the ro le  la bo r takes 
in  po litics . Two m ost im p o rta n t 
groups are the 13 m illio n  Negroes 
and the m iddle classes, inc lud 
in g  the w h ite -co lla r w orkers, 
sm all p rop rie to rs , share-croppers, 
tenants and d ir t- fa rm e rs .

The colored people have every
th in g  to  ga in  fro m  a labo r p a rty . 
I t  is the tw o  old c a p ita lis t pa rties 
w h ich  uphold the  J im  Crow and 
p o ll ta x  system  and fo s te r dis
c rim in a tio n  in  the  arm ed forces 
and in du s try . A m erican fascism  
would undoubtedly select the 
colored people as the p rin c ip a l 
scapegoat in  its  bloody bid fo r  
power. T h is  has a lready been 
revealed in  the  attacks upon the 
Negroes in  Los Angeles, D e tro it, 
New  Y o rk  and elsewhere. N a tive  
would-be fasc is ts  were among the 
leaders o f the  mobs w h ich  hunted 
down and k ille d  colored people 
How w e ll the N egro  people un 
derstand the need o f co llabora tion  
w ith  organized labo r is  revealed 
by the recent p o ll cohducted by 
the  lead ing N egro  newspaper, 
the  P ittsb u rg h  C ourie r. 98 percent

Union-Smashing Slave Labor Bill Is Adopted 
By House Under Roosevelt, Brass-Hat Pressure

(Continued from  page 1) fa'

is tra tio n  and behind-the-scenes 
m an ipu la tion  of the' would-be 
Prussians o f the General S taff. 
Secret meetings were held at 
w h ich the top ran k in g  Generals 
and A dm ira ls  addressed urgent 
pleas to congressmen fo r the im 
mediate adoption of forced labor 
leg is la tion . In  the debate in  Con
gress the forced labor advocates 
harped on one theme: The Com
mander in  Chief and his Chiefs 
of S ta ff w an t slave labor, there
fore we have to give i t  to them. 
A ll pretense of the much bally- 
hooed “ m anpower”  and “ m unir 
t io n ”  shortage was dropped.

The b ill was steam rollered 
through under a fog of nauseat
ing  hypocrisy about b u ild in g  the 
“ m ora le”  of “ ou r boys in  the fox
holes.”  One g lorified  ward heeler 
a fte r another arose and waved the 
bloody s h ir t. Crocodile tears 
were shed over the men in  the 
arm ed forces whose s p ir its  were 
drooping because the po litica l 
agents of W all Street hadn’t  com
plete ly enslaved th e ir  brothers, 
fa thers and sisters. “ We pledged 
a ll o f our resources,”  orated Dem
ocrats and Republicans in  • a 
frenzy of pious pa trio tism . 
T h a t is, “ a ll”  except the sacred 
p ro fits  and p riv ileges o f the cost- 
plus p a trio ts  who are amassing 
fabulous w ealth  out o f the agony 
o f m ankind.

When the question was raised 
of "d ra ftin g ”  cap ita l the cham
pions of slave labor were horror- 
stricken . Such an action, they 
shrieked was in  gross v io la tio n  
of the f if th  amendment to the 
con s titu tion  upho ld ing the sanc
t i t y  o f p riva te  property. To the 
m in ions of cap ita l the fifth  
amendment is sacred, the fo u r
teenth is hot.

R E A L  R EASO N
I t  is Well n igh impossible to 

get a t the rea l reason behind the 
demand fo r the im m ediate enact
ment o f a  slave labor law, by 
reading the statements and lis te n 
ing  to the speeches of the forced 
labor advocates. D iffe re n t reas
ons have been advanced a t d iffe r 
ent times. Roosevelt and his 
brass hats ins is t on having a 
forced labor law  —  now!

I t  is openly adm itted th a t such 
a law  would' have l i t t le  chance o f 
adoption a fte r  the  m ilita ry , col
lapse o f Germ any. Therefore, 
Roosevelt and his H igh  Command 
have th row n  a ll th e ir  w e igh t be
hind the  M ay-B a iley  b ill.

Scene a t CRDC Mass M eeting

A t the New Y ork  C ity  mass m eeting held by (he CRDC on Feb. 2 to demand pardon fo r  the 18 
and repeal o f the S m ith  “ Gag”  A c t, are shown, le f t  to r ig h t :  Oscar Shocnfeld, K a r l Kuehn, CRDC 
Secretary George Novack, A lb e rt Goldman (s p e a k in g ), F e lix  M orrow  and James T . F a rre ll, Na- 
tiono l Chairm an o f the CRDC.

Party Greetings To 12
The fo llow ing  are b r ie f quota

tions from  messages qf so lid a rity  
sent to the 12 released T ro tsky 
is t leaders from  branches of the 
Socia list W orkers Party.

We extend our band in  warm 
est welcome. We have worked 
determ ined tha t your ja ilo rs  
would not succeed in  th e ir  vicious

p lo t to destroy our movement by 
im p rison ing  its  leaders.

Los Angeles Local, SW P

Welcome back, comrades. You 
have served the pa rty  well. Your 
example of self-sacrifice and devo
tion  has been a great in sp ira tion  
to our movement.

Chicago Branch, SW P

Labor Greetings 
To Released 12

Subscribe to The M ilitan t

of thoBe polled voted for a more 
solid tie-Up w ith organized labor

The colored people themselves 
can p lay  a g re a t ro le  in  o rgan iz 
in g  an independent labo r party , 
Those who are a lready members 
o f trade  unions should champion 
the  cause. A l l  the  pen t up energy 
o f the  colored people should be 
consciously d irected to  b u ild in g  
the labor" p a rty . The colored peo
ple w i l l  be the f i r s t  to  fee l the 
te rr ib le  depression rfbw on the 
horizon. They m ust act now to  
bu ild  the on ly  means o f f ig h tin g  
the m ounting  reaction. S ta r t now 
on the road to  p o lit ic a l ac tion !

E xp la in  to  y o u r w h ite  shop 
mates how J im  Crow  and p o ll ta x  
system  keeps in  power the  u lt ra 
rea c tion a ry  Congressional bloc o f 
Southern bourbons who are o u t in 
f ro n t  a tta ck in g  labor. E xp la in  
how th is  bloc o f Congressmen 
constitu tes the  backbone o f the 
Dem ocratic P a rty . E xp la in  how 
destruction  o f the  po ll ta x  and 
J im  Crowr system w i l l  no t on ly 
s treng then the  proposed labo r 
p a r ty  b u t fa ta l ly  weaken the 
Dem ocratic P a r ty  and its  con tro l 
over Congress.

(F ro m  “ A m erican W orkers  
Need A  Labor Party>”  by Joseph 
Hansen, pp. 38-39. P ioneer Pub
lishers, 1944, 48 pp, 15 te n ts  
O rder fro m  Pioneer Publishers, 
116 U n iv e rs ity  Place, N. Y . 3, 
N. Y .)

“ NO W  OR N E V E R ”
B u t w hy are Rooosevelt and 

h is  Chiefs of S ta ff so hell-bent on 
ge tting  a slave labor b i l l  enacted 
“ now'.” ? The w a r in  Europe is 
en tering  its  fina l stages. The 
m il ita ry  collapse of Germany is 
im m inen t. There is no manpow
er shortage now and there w i l l  
most c e rta in ly  be none a fte r the 
end of the w a r in  Europe. The 
key to th is  frenzied drive to jam 
through a forced labor law  
now,”  lies in  the fac t th a t such 

leg is la tion  is p r im a r ily  intended 
fo r  Use in  the period A F TE R  the 
defeat of Germany. F o r what 
purpose?

The a d m in is tra tion  has a n 
nounced its  In ten tion  of enforc 
ing  the wage freeze “ fo r the dura
t io n ”  of the w ar w ith  Japan. The 
end o f the W'ar In Europe w i l l  be 
followed im m ed ia te ly  by large- 
scale cutbacks and p lan t shu t
downs. W orkers w i l l  be th row n  
on the streets by tens of thou
sands. I t  w i l l  no longer be pos
sible to keep a no-strike checkrein 
on the unions through the use of 
deception.

Roosevelt and his brass hats 
cannot count too much on th e ir  
labor lackeys to keep the workers 
“ in  line .”  They w ant a forced 
labor law  to prevent the unions 
fro m  rega in ing  th e ir  independ
ence of action in  the struggle 
against the wage and job freeze 
which lo w e r th e ir  standard of 
liv in g .

The M ay-B a iley  b i l l  is a job- 
freezing , s trikeb rea k ing , slave la 
bor measure, designed to  keep 
the unions subservient to  the im 
p e ria lis t aim s o f the W a ll S treet 
plunderbund. T h a t is w hy the 
p o lit ic a l and m il ita ry  agents o f 
B ig  Business w ant to  place such 
leg is la tion  on the sta tu tes “ now.”

H a v ing  been adopted in  the 
House by a vote of 246 to 165, the 
M ay-Bailey b i l l lias at th is  w r i t 
in g  gone to the Senate where ac
tio n  has already been taken to 
speed the passage of forced labor 
leg is la tion . The labor bureau
crats have confined th e ir  “ opposi
t io n ”  to w r it in g  fu t ile  le tte rs to 
“ th e ir ”  congressmen. I t  is up to 
the union m ilita n ts  to take the 
lead in  the figh t against labor 
conscrip tion.

The G rea te r F lin t  In d u s tr ia l 
Un ion Council C IO, has shown 
the w ay by condem ning “ any 
fo rm  o f labo r conscrip tion,”  and 
u rg in g  “ United labo r action”  in  
the fo rm  o f A “ na tiona l demons
tra t io n  i f  necessary,”  to  m an ifes t 

, labo r’s uncom prom ising opposi
t io n  to  slave labor.

The fo llo w in g  a re  b r ie f e x - , M exican Section o f the F o u rth
tra c ts  fro m  a few' o f the. many 
labo r organ izations in  the U n ited  
States and M axico sent greetings 
to the 12 released T ro tsky is ts  on 
the occasion o f the Welcome Home 
Mass M eeting in  New Y o rk  C ity :

I rv in g  Abram son, Pres.
New Jersey CIO  Council

I  ju s t learned o f  the  release 
o f the  M inneapolis prisoners. 
W h ile  I  share w ith  you you r 
re g re t th a t  the  f ig h t fo r  a 
pardon uras unsuccessful, I  jo in  

. w ith  you in welcom ing th e ir  
freedom . . . W ith  the dawn o f 
th e ir  new' freedom  should come 
a recogn ition  o f th e ir  con tribu 
t io n  to  the f ig h t aga inst in 
justice .

* * * 0 
Thomas DeLorenzo, Pres.
Local 365, U A W -C IO

I t  is wfith genuine jo y  and a 
keen apprecia tion o f w h a t th is  
m ig h t m e a n to  m in o rity  
groups the  coun try  over th a t I  
g ree t the release o f the  18 
M inneapolis v ic tim s  o f “ gag 
ru le .”  Both I  and the union th a t 
I  have the honor to  represent 
pledge ourselves to  do a ll in  
our power to  see to  i t  th a t such 
fram eups w i l l  become no more 
than a reco llection o f  the
n igh tm a rish  past.

* * *
Peter Capitano, Representative 
Local 160, IL G W U -A F L

M ay we take the oppo rtun ity , 
a t th is  tim e , to  congra tu la te  
the CRDC on the fine w o rk  done 
in  the  release o f the 18 p rison 
ers and w ish  them  a ll luck. You 
m ay ca ll on us a t any tim e  to  
help such w o rth y  causes.

* * *
H a rry  S ilverm an,
In te rn a tio n a l Representative 
U n ited  A utom obile  W orkers, CIO 

The im prisonm en t o f the 
M inneapolis labo r leaders was 
a black spot on Am erican c iv il 
libe rties . The use o f govern
m en t pow'er by one labor 
fac tio n  aga inst another to  settle  
la bo r problem s is a dangerous 
precedent.

* * *
Bernard R ifk in , E d ito r 
A m erican Labor News

The void in  our ranks is now 
filled . On w ith  la bo r’s f ig h t.

* * *
A ron  S. G ilm a rtin , Chairm an 
W orkers Defense League

G reetings to  the released 
v ic tim s  o f the  in fam ous M in 
neapolis gag law  prosecutions. 
A l l  o f us have a g re a t deal to  
do to Win rea l c iv il r ig h ts  and 
the lessons w'e have learned in  
the  M inneapo lis case w i l l  stand 
us in  good stead.

In te rn a tio n a l
We gree t our b ro th e r p a rty  

and comrades who have gained 
th e ir  lib e r ty  a f te r  be ing in 
prison. The exam ple o f these 
m agnificent re vo lu tio n a ry  so
c ia lis t figh te rs  is an in sp ira tio n  
fo r  a ll the T ro ts k y is ts  in  o ther 
countries. W e fee l complete 
s o lid a r ity  w ith  you in  your 
figh t.

O ur w arm est greetings. Youi; im 
prisonm ent fo r  rem a in ing  tru e  to 
our revo lu tiona ry  p rinc ip les . and 
you r fearlessness in  speaking out 
on behalf of labor w i i l  endear you 
to  the Am erican w o rk in g  class.

D e tro it Branch, SW P
*  * *

The cap ita lis t class wh ich lias 
persecuted you th rough  the Roos
evelt -adm in is tra tion  has fa iled  in 
its  attem pt to  in tim id a te  our 
party . Your f irm  defense of the 
socia list movement has been re
warded by an increase in  our 
ranks.

Seattle, W ash., Branch, SW P

'D u rin g  you r absence, our pa rty  
lias gone forw ard . We have given 
the best answer to the persecu
tion  of the ca p ita lis t class. Even 
the im prisonm ent of our leaders 
cannot impede our progress. We 
w i l l  continue to grow l

Toledo, O., Branch, SW P

You have stood the test of per
secution w ith o u t w avering. Your 
sacrifices w i l l  be remembered in  
the records of workingclass h is
to ry  and w il l  serve as an example 
o f u n flin c h in g  s p ir it  and absolute 

' devotion to the program  and fu 
tu re  o f our party .

U n ion o f Construction 
In d u s try  W orkers, CTM

We are in fu l l  s o lid a rity  w ith  
you and know ing  th a t  the 
prisoners have gained th e ir  
lib e rty , we request th a t you 
tra n s m it to  them  and to  the 
members o f the S ocia lis t W o rk 
ers P a rty  our w arm est revo lu 
t io n a ry  greetings. F o r a society 
w ith o u t classes!

*  *  *

U nion o f C onstruction W orkers 
o f the Federal D is tr ic t

G reetings o f revo lu tiona ry  
so lid a rity . The 18 who were pu t th roughou t the world, 
in  prison fo r  the  crim e o f 
de fending the  w o rk in g  class 
and the cause o f Socialism  have 
dem onstrated to  the w orkers o f 
the  o ther countries th a t also in  
the U n ited  States, the m etro 
po lis o f im p e ria lism , there 
ex is t revo lu tion is ts  and a p a rty  
th a t f ig h t  aga inst th e ir  ex
p lo ite rs  and fo r  the  cause o f 
the  w orkers o f the whole w orld .

*  *  *

W orkers  and Peasants 
Confederation

W e send a g ree ting  o f revo lu 
tio n a ry  s o lid a r ity  and our con-

Boston Branch, SWP

We are confident th a t as M arx
is ts  you used you r period o f im 
prisonm ent to fu r th e r  prepare 
yourselves fo r the battles ahead. 
Together again, we T ro tsky is ts  
w i l l  go fo rw ard  W ith ever greater 
strength tow ard our goal -— the 
libe ra tion  of a l l the exploited

San Francisco Branch, SW P

W e are exceedingly glad th a t now 
you can take your r ig h t fu l places 
in our party . Your release from  
prison fills  us w ith  renewed de
te rm in a tio n  to continue our figh t 
fo r a bette r society.

Youngstown, O., Branch, SW P

We are proud of you r courage, 
d ig n ity  and devotion. We look 
fo rw ard  to the tasks ahead w ith  
enthusiasm, confidence and re- 

g ra tu la tions  to  the 18 comrades newed in sp ira tion  from  your ex- 
and the o ther figh te rs ’ o f  the  ample.

P hiladelph ia  Branch, SW P
w o rld  revo lu tiona ry  movement. 

* * *
U n ion o f T ann ing  In d u s try  
and A llie d  Trades o f the 
Federal D is tr ic t.

F ra te rn a l g reetings and con
g ra tu la tions . The exam ple o f 
the  S ocia lis t W orkers  P a r ty  in 
its  f ig h t  fo r  a soc ia lis t w o rld  
serves to  create among the 
M exican w orkers a sentim ent 
o f s o lid a rity  w ith  the w orkers 
o f the  U n ited  States.

*  *  *

L ib e rta r ia n  Federation 
o f W orkers  and Peasants, 
Federal D is tr ic t.

The M inneapolis defendants 
can count on a ll the  help and 
sym pa thy  we can express 
f ra te rn a lly  fo r  th e ir  conduct. 
These revo lu tion is ts  should 
know  th a t th e ir  rebellious ac
t io n  v ind ica tes the  revo lu 
t io n a ry  m ovem ent o f the  w o rld  
w h ich  is in  danger o f be ing 
dashed on the  waves o f a new 
socia l c ris is .

By Theodore Kovalesky

“ Tom ,”  I  said, “ you d isappo in t m s.”
We had been having a long discussion on the causes and e ffects 

o f rac ia l pre judice, on how  to  f ig h t i t  fo r  the good o f w h ite  and 
colored w orkers a like ; and how f in a lly  to  e lim ina te  i t  once and fo r  
a ll. Tom, the  handsome, rugged N egro  fro m  M iss iss ipp i, had a t f ir s t  

been amazed th a t I  had no pre judices aga inst any races o r na
tio n a lit ie s ; then, lis te n in g  w ith  in te res t to  a ll my argum ents, he had 
come to  agree em pha tica lly  w ith  me, il lu s tra t in g  our discussion w ith  
examples o f his own. B u t then he spoiled eve ry th in g : “ Yeah, I  guess 
those Jew ish bankers sure would 
hate fo r  us a ll to  ge t to g e th e r!”

He looked surprised when I  
said he disappointed me. I  w ent on:
“ O f course the Jew ish bankers 
would hate th a t. B u t w h y  single 
ou t the Jews? There are more, 
m any more, G entile bankers than 
Jew ish. And, Tom, d idn ’t  we ju s t 
agree th a t a m an’s race has no th 
in g  to  do w ith  how honest or 
crooked he is, how in te llig e n t or 
stup id , o r how lazy  o r am b itious ?
D idn ’t  we agree th a t  he learns 
these t ra its  as a re su lt o f the k ind  
o f society he lives in ? ”

“ W e ll,”  Tom  said ra th e r sheep
ish ly , “ I d idn ’t  re a lly  mean Jews,
I  guess. I  m eant bankers, cap ita lis ts . A nd  then, I  a lw ays had an 
idea m ost cap ita lis ts  were Jews. Don’t  they oontro l the  c o u n try ? ”

“ A  book came ou t several years ago,”  I  said. “ I t ’s name is 
A m erica ’s S ix ty  Fam ilies , and i t  showed th a t ju s t  about s ix ty  
fam ilies  in  the U n ited  States con tro l the  e n tire  coun try . These are 
the Fords, the M organs, the Rockefellers, and so on. A nd there are 
some Jews, tod, B u t the re  are ju s t a few  o f them . The Jews are a 
m in o r ity  in  the popu la tion , and the y  are rou gh ly  the  same m in o r ity  
in  the  c a p ita lis t class. T h a t is, i f  the re  are, say, tw o  Jews in  every 
hundred people in  the en tire  popu lation, the re ’d be about tw o  percent 
o f Jews in  the  c a p ita lis t class.

“ S till,  the  m ost im p o rta n t cap ita lis ts  aren ’t  Jew ish a t a ll. 
M organ, duPont, Ford, and R ockefe ller a ren ’t  Jew ish. You 
see, Tom, i t ’s n o t the race ;o r n a tio n a lity  th a t counts, as w e’ve 
a lready agreed. I t ’s the  CLASS th a t counts.

“ I t ’s ju s t lik e  J im  Crow. I t ’s a ll race ha tred, and i t  doesn’t  
m a tte r w ha t the  race is : the  resu lts  are the  same. The w o rk in g  
class is s p lit  up, and there is a scapegoat on whom  to  un load blame 
fo r  the bad conditions th a t the  ca p ita lis ts  are responsible, fo r .  T h a t’s 
how i t  worked in  G erm any.”

“ T h a t’s som eth ing I  wanted to  ask: how about G erm any? D id n ’t  
the Jews con tro l G erm any?”

Anti- Semitism and the Nazis
“ No, Tom, th a t was ju s t propaganda th a t H it le r  p u t out fo r  the 

same reasons I ’ve ju s t  g iven you. C ap ita lism  in  G erm any was worn 
out. I t  was ro tten  to  the  core. I t  couldn’t  supply jobs fo r  the people; 
i t  couldn’ t  give them the. necessities o f life . In  b lam ing  the Jews fo r  
the troubles o f G erm any H it le r  d id  tw o  th in g s : he s p lit  up the 
population o f Germ any (th e  way J im  Crow does here), p reven ting  
the people from  stand ing  toge the r in  one un ified a rm y ; and he pu t 
the blam e fo r  a ll the economic troub les o f the  coun try  on the Jews. 
K ru p p  and Thyssen and the re s t o f the  b ig  ca p ita lis ts  o f Germ any 
were financ ing  H it le r  to  do th is . W hy?  W e ll, you can im agine w h a t 
would have happened i f  A L L  the  people the re  had rea lized th a t i t  
was the c a p ita lis t class as a whole th a t  was responsible fo r  a ll the 
troubles o f the country . ‘D iv ide  and ru le ,’ Tom. T h a t’s H it le r ’s m otto  
and p ractice  . . . and i t ’s the  m o tto  o f a ll the  o the r cap ita lis ts  and 
c a p ita lis t po litic ia n s .”

“ T h is  is a l l k in d  o f  new to  me,”  Tom  adm itted . “ B u t i f  the 
Jews are lik e  everybody else in  the  w o rk in g  class, w h y  d9n ’t  they 
w o rk  in  fac to ries  lik e  the re s t o f us ? They’ve g o t l i t t le  businesses 
and they rob you b lin d .”

“ T h a t’s business, Tom . The l i t t le  business man o f any race has 
go t to  rob you b lind  i f  he can, because the b ig  ones are robb ing  h im , 
and he w ants to  make a liv in g . A nd  I  th in k  I ’d ra th e r be in  a 
fa c to ry  than  w o rk in g  and s tru g g lin g  a ll k inds o f long hours t ry in g  
to  keep a l i t t le  shop go ing. A  l i t t le  shopkeeper has one he ll o f a 
tim e  under th is  system .

“ B u t about the Jews in  the  fac to rie s : The companies have used 
d isc rim in a tio n  aga inst the  Jews ju s t lik e  the Negroes. W hy do you 
th in k  the  app lica tion  b lanks a ll ask your re lig ion ?  Then, too, a lo t  
depends on the  section o f the coun try . D id  you know  th a t a h igh  
percentage o f the  w orkers  in  New  Y o rk  C ity  are Jew ish? A nd these 
are among the w jorst pa id  w orkers  in  A m erica , the ga rm en t w o rk 
ers. A lso , they liv e  in  w h a t you ’d ca ll a J im  Crow section, in  B rook
lyn . L ike  the  wards where the Negroes live , the re  is a g re a t deal 
o f pove rty  in  B rook lyn , and some sections are populated m a in ly  by 
one group, and some people m ake jokes about i t ,  lik e  they  do about 
H arlem .

“ And, m y god, Tom , look a t the  te rr ib le  cond ition  o f the  
European Jews fo rced  to  live  in  ghettoes, s ta rv in g , thousands o f 
them, k ille d  o f f  in  w h a t you m ig h t ca ll ‘m ass-lynchings.’ Is  th a t the  
way a  p o w e rfu l race w ou ld  be trea ted  ?

“ One m ore th in g : look around, and you’l l  find  th a t  an ti-S em itic , 
an ti-N egro , and a n ti- la b o r propaganda usua lly  go toge ther. Isn ’t  
th a t so?”

Tom  adm itted  i t  was. A l l  in  a ll, I  th in k  I  convinced him . I  
hope so.

W arm est fra te rn a l greetings 
upon your re tu rn  to lib e r ty  and 
pa rty  a c tiv ity . We pledge oursel
ves to ca rry  out our shave of the 
task o f b rin g in g  the program  of 
ou r pa rty , so feared by the capi 
ta lis ts , to the ranks of Am erican 
labor.

C leveland Branch, SW P

We jo in  in  celebrating the re 
tu rn  to active du ty of the undis 
puted leaders o f the Am erican 
socia lis t w o rk ing  class. Our pa rty  
w i l l  go fo rw a rd  to bu ild  a move 
m ent w h ich  the prisons cannot 
hold.

M ilw aukee Branch, SWP

R evolu tionary W orkers P a rty  o f 
Cuba (F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l)

F ra te rn a l greetings to  va lia n t 
soc ia lis t f ig h te rs . Go fo rw a rd .

CHICAGO

Charles Jackson
W rite r  o f T H E  M IL IT A N T  colum n 

w i l l  speak on

"The Struggle For Negro Equality"
H ear Jackson discuss a f ig h t in g  f o r k in g  class p rogram  

th a t w i l l  p ro tect the in te rests  o f the N egro w orkers.

Sunday afternoon, F ebruary  18

D W IG H T  B LD G ., 306 E. 43rd St. (near 43rd St.
Auspices: S oc ia lis t W orkers P a rty  

A dm iss ion 25 Cents
Questions

8 P. M.

“ L ”  S ta tion

Discussion

Diary Of A Steel Worker
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To defend the USSR £s 

the m ain fo rtress  o f the 

w o rld  p ro le ta ria t, against 

a l l assaults o f w o rld  im 

pe ria lism  and o f in te rn a l 

counter-revo lu tion , is  the 

m ost im p o rta n t du ty  o f 

e v e r y  class - conscious 

w orker.
—  LE O N  TR O TS K Y

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. M ilita ry  tra in ing  o f workers, financed 

jy  the governm ent, but under control 
o f the trade unions. Special officers’ 
tra in ing  camps, financed by the gov
ernm ent but controlled by the trade  
unions, to tra in  workers to beconie 
officers.

2 . Trade union wages fo r  a ll workers  
drafted into the arm y.

3 . F u ll equality fo r  Negroes in  the armed  
forces and the war industries— Down  
w ith Jim  Crowism everywhere.

4 . Confiscation o f a ll war profits . E xp ro 
priation  o f a ll war industries and th e ir  
operation under workers’ control.

5 . A rising scale o f wages to meet the  
rising cost o f liv ing.

6 . W orkers Defense Guards against v ig il
ante and fascist attacks.

7. An Independent Labor Party based on 
the Trade Unions.

8 . A  W orkers’ and Farm ers’ Govern
ment.

9 . The  defense o f the Soviet U nion  
against im perialist attack.

Time For Action
The cowardly labor bureaucrats are giving an 

unparalleled exhibition of their callous disregard 
for the fundamental interests of the union mem
bership. For weeks, while the forces of reaction 
were openly mobilizing for a concerted effort to 
enact a slave labor law, the labor skates went deaf, 
dumb and blind. They neither saw, heard nor 
spoke of the danger threatening the labor move
ment. It wasn’t until the conspiracy to shackle the 
unions was far advanced that they uttered a few 
feeble words of opposition to conscripting labor 
fo r private profit. Even this faint-hearted gesture 
was made only after the workers became aroused 
over the do-nothing policy of. their official leader
ship.

In the meantime, Roosevelt, who has been spear
heading the drive for a slave labor law, made a 
tongue-in-cheek gesture to the “ le ft'’ by naming 
Henry Wallace as Secretary of Commerce. Having 
jam-packed the administration with bankers, stock
jobbers, speculators and coupon clippers, the 
White House demagogue sought a “ liberal’’ cover 
for his Big Business troupe. Contrary to the cring
ing attitude of the cravens who head the unions, 
the spokesmen for Wall Street set up a hue and 
•cry against this “ threat” to their prerogatives. 
They would have no “ idealist”  experimenting and 
tampering with their “ free enterprise”  system of 
pro fit and plunder.

This was an issue to warm the cockles of a labor 
faker’s hc;t»rl. And it came at a very convenient 
time. Forgotten was the real danger of slave labor. 
The fight was between "progress”  and "reaction,”  
with Roosevelt and Wallace symbolizing “ progress” 
and th e , Republicans and anti-Roosevelt Demo
crats personifying "reaction.” Mass meetings were 
organized to mobilize the workers in support of 
Wallace. Resolutions were adopted. Radio time was 
purchased/with union funds. Articles on Wallace 
crowded the issue of forced labor o ff the pages of 
the national labor press service. The labor zombies 
made the welkin ring with “ m ilitan t”  demands 
that Wallace be confirmed forthwith.

The fake Roosevelt-Wallace circus was used to 
divert the attention of the workers away from the 
real danger which threatened to deprive labor of 
its freedom. The antics of the labor skates prove 
once again that the wokers cannot depend on the

labor lieutenants of the capitalist class to defend 
their interests.

It is up to the union militants to take the lead 
in the fight for labor’s rights and labor’s freedom. 
The time, money and energy of the unions must 
be diverted to the defense of the unions. Mass 
meetings, radio time, newspaper articles, resolutions 
and m ilitant demonstrations must voice labor’s un
compromising opposition to slave labor. Independ
ent labor action is on the order of the day. It 
has been too long delayed.

Welcome For The 12
The New York Welcome Home Mass Meeting 

held last week to greet the released Trotskyist lead
ers was a workingdass demonstration against a 
glaring manifestation of contemporary capitalist 
society’s hypocrisy, degradation and brutality. It 
was a demonstration against that violation of work
ers’ rights and civil liberties which is a hallmark 
of the decline and decay of “ democratic” capital
ism.

This was a demonstration for ideas and slogans 
which bear within them a reminder to the capital
ists that they have not always been the ruling 
class in human society— that they too rose to power 
through the revolutionary overthrow of an out
moded r u l i n g  class. To rally the popular 
masses for the 'overthrow of feudal society, the 
revolutionary bourgeoisie were then compelled to 
raise the banner of democratic rights. In the Great 
French Revolution, the slogan of the 18th century 
French philosophers— The Rights of Man— was 
opposed to the rights of the feudal lords. The bat
tle cry of the revolutionary plebians, the Jacobins 
of the Convent, was “ Liberty, Equality, Frater
n ity .”

Under the rule of the victorious bourgeoisie these 
rights were never realized. But the old slogans re
main to haunt the class that first raised them. To
day, the bourgeoisie everywhere tries to bury the 
banner it bore in the early days of its own rise 
to power. The “ equality”  of its revolutionary proc
lamation now appears only in hypocritical refer
ences tq “ equality” of sacrifice and the conquer
ors’ justice. "Fratern ity," as Frederick Engels 
long ago pointed out, "was realized in the chicanery 
and envy of the competitive struggle.” .

T hat sense of human dignity, first raised to 
revolutionary heights by the early bourgeois slo
gans, is beginning to cry out in this sixth year of 
the greatest man-made catastrophe of history. This 
cry for an end to world slaughter and a new re
gard for the rights and dignity; of man reflects 
the deepest conscience of modern humanity. That 
conscience finds its highest expression in the ideas 
and methods of Trotskyism, the program of the 
victimized Trotskyist leaders.

These eighteen, who have not yet regained the 
civil rights wrested from them, were- thrown be
hind prison bars because the)' went out to build 
a better world. They defended the philosophy and 
the method which has laid bare the laws of capital
ist economy and class politics. They 'were impris
oned because they identified themselves with the 
historic interests of the workers and oppressed of 
the world, those destined to become the liberators 
of mankind.

The mass meeting in honor of the 18 represented 
those forces and that class—the working class— 
which alone can and w ill achieve the true'epoch 
of The Rights o f Man— the epoch of world social
ism. They and the 4,500,000 members of over 600 
labor bodies who came to the defense of the 18 
represent the forefront of that mighty host which 
in its revolutionary rise w ill destroy all that is 
base in capitalist society, salvage all that is worthy 
from the best achievements of the past, and through 
socialism lif t  humanity to unprecedented economic 
and cultural heights.

12 Years O f Nazism
When H itler seized state power in 1933 he proud

ly proclaimed that Nazism would rule 1000 years. 
ThaJ was twelve years ago. The fascist juggernaut 
which rolled over the German working class a 
short twelve years ago, crushing the organized 
labor movement, is today on the verge of collapse. 
In the span of a single decade, Nazism has dissi
pated all its internal resources. The revolutionary 
significance of this fact is recognized by the arch
conservative N. Y. Times which remarks that the 
explosion in Germany “ when it comes, w ill make 

• the revolution of 19 18 look like a tea party.”
The specter of the Germa'n working class revolu

tion haunts the councils of Rooseveit, Churchill 
and Stalin. “ What to do with Germany”  occupies 
first point on their agenda. Only, the question as 
formulated in their minds is: “ How to stave o ff 
the German revolution.”

The semi-official American Army and Navy 
Journal reports that "German business moguls are 
puting out peace feelers”  to the allies. After the 
last war, German capitalism was unable to provide, 
a solution for the needs of the masses. To per
petuate’ the capitalist system these same business 
moguls and Junkers paved the way for Hitler. 
Fascism was their prescription for staving o ff the 
working class revolution. What brighter prospects 
can they offer the German people today?

In a Germany devastated by war, her industry 
dismantled or destroyed, her economy shattered, 
the continued rule of capitalism can bring nothing 
save hunger and starvation, tyranny and oppres
sion. The capitalist-landlord clique saw in Hitler 
a "saviour” who would preserve their profits and 
privileges if not for 1000 years, then at least for 
their own lifetime. No\v that fascism has run its 
course, they look to Roosevelt, Churchill and Stal
in to come to their rescue. The plans of the “ Big 
Three”  w ill be no more enduring thah those of 
Hitler. The revolutionary working class w ill have 
the final word.

E R S’ 
fpORUM

The columns are open to the opinions of the readers of The M ilita n t. Letters 
are welcome on any subject of interest to the workers, but keep them short and include your 
name and address. Indicate i f  you do not want your name printed. — Editor.

War! It’s  Wonderful -- 
For American Bankers

A m erica ’s bankers have achieved the  peak o f th e ir  
lo o tin g  career. In  W ashing ton, Roosevelt has handed 
over a ll key  governm ent departm ents to  the  bankers 
and th e ir  agents— S te ttin ius , R ockefe ller, C layton , 
F o rres ta l, Morgenth.au, B idd le , etc. M eanw hile , th e ir  
pals back home on W a ll S tree t are ra k in g  in  blood- 
soaked b illions  fa s te r than adding machines can count 
them.

Stalinism
E d ito r:
I  am a new reader o f The M ilita n t 
and am impressed to discover 
your great d is like  fo r  S ta lin . I  
have always considered h im  a 
great man and fr ie n d  of the 
■worker, and now you come along 
and say just' the opposite. W ould 
you m ind g iv ing  a few good reas
ons fo r your d is like  in  the next 
issue of The M il ita n t t .

J. Span
Philadelph ia

(ED. NOTE: The M il ita n t  is dedi
cated to  the cause of Socialism 
inside and outside the Soviet Un
ion. Am ong the greatest dangers 
to  the Am erican and w o rld  w o rk 
in g  class is the delusion th a t S ta l
in ism , past or present, ever serv
ed the in te rests o f labor, inside or 
outside the USSR, le t alone the 
cause of Socialism  ; to w'hich The 
M ilita n t  is dedicated. T ha t is 
w hy fro m  its  inception the T ro t 
sky is t movement has engaged in  
the exposure of and irreconcilab le  
p o litica l strugg le against Stalin-, 
ism, the betrayer of Bolshevism, 
by counterposing the actions and 
crimes of S ta lin ism  w ith  its  v ile  
pretenses and perfidious policy. 
Since 1928 li te ra lly  every issue of 
The M il ita n t  has carried not a 
few irre fu ta b le  reasons and facts 
to prove why no class conscious 
w o rke r could p e rm it h im se lf to 
plead ignorance o f the S ta lin is t 
record o f crim es and betrayals. .

For background m ateria l we 
recommend the w ritin g s  of Leon 
T ro tsky, James P. Cannon and 
other pam phlets and books which 
m ay be obtained by w r it in g  fo r 
the free catalogue of Pioneer Pub
lishers.)

Negro Nurses
E d ito r:

Thousands of Negro nurses are 
look ing  fo r jobs, w h ile  the gov
ernm ent is demanding “ D ra ft the 
nurses!”  The brass hats would

ra the r le t wounded men go una t
tended than have black skinned 
women aid  them, ju s t as they le t 
thousands of men su ffe r needless
ly  by re fus ing  to le t Negro doc
tors serve overseas. The N. Y. 
Times adm itted as much when 
i t  referred, on Jan. 21, to ‘ ‘.thou
sands of tra ined  Negro nurses 
and doctors w a itin g  to be called.”  

Of course th a t’s no th ing new! 
Negro nurses and doctors have 
been trea ted the same w ay by c iv 
ilia n  hospita ls. I t  revo lts  me to 
see w h a t a fuss the libe ra ls  make 
over Sydenham H osp ita l in  New 
Y o rk  ju s t because it  has a m ixed 
s ta ff. These hypocrites know per
fe c tly  w e ll th a t fo r fo u r years 
job d isc rim in a tio n  because of col
or has been illeg a l in  New Y ork, 
yet they act as i f  the m illen ium  
has a rrived, because one or two 
places “ obey”  the law !

When we end the whole system 
of J im  Crow, we won’t  need a 
“ labor d ra ft”  of -any workers, Ne
gro o r w h ite .

R. N.
New Y ork

Labor Lobby Fraud
E d ito r:

The S ta lin is t finks arc tak in g  
the lead in  organ iz ing  a CIO 
“ march on W ash ing ton”  move
ment to plead w ith  representa
tives of B ig  Business fo r the rev
ision of the L it t le  Steel form ula . 
In  northeastern Ohio th is  cam
paign is being led by a notorious 
S ta lin is t hack, Jqe Kress. A  del
egation to beg in  W ashington is  
being organized. I t  is  supposed 
to represent the state of Ohio, 
and the plan is to fo llow  i t  up 
w ith  delegations from  other 
states, in  a continuous lobby.

T h is  maneuver, com ing a t a 
tim e  when the w orkers in  the 
UAW  are figh ting  to scrap the 
no -s trike  po licy, is being de liber
a te ly  pushed to confuse the w o rk
ers, and a t the same-time to bo l
ster up the governm ent boards 
and agencies th a t have acted so

consistently aga inst the workers. 
The S ta lin is ts  can be re lied upon 
every tim e to do everyth ing pos
sib le  to deceive the workers. This 
la test move fo r a na tiona l lobby 
is s im p ly  another a ttem pt to a llay 
the m ilita n c y  o f the w orkers 
th rough  deception. B u t i t  is doom
ed to fa ilu re  beforehand. The 
workers are beginning to under
stand tha t begging gets them 
no th ing but delays and defeats. 
They have learned th a t they can’t  
figh t to break the L it t le  Steel 
fo rm u la  w h ile  th e ir  hands are 
tied  by the no -s trike  po licy. T ha t 
is w h y  they w i l l  qu ick ly  under
stand th a t the S ta lin is t lobby,- 
wh ich is aimed to  fu r th e r  p ro 
mote s ta lling , w i l l  ge t them  no th 
in g  a t a ll.

J. K.
Youngstown, O.

Where Rascals Are
E d ito r:

W h ile  ye t a Senator H a rd in g  
said th a t before he w ou ld  g ive 
tlfe  A m erican people a vote on 
w hethe r they w a n t a w a r o r not, 
he w ou ld  res ign h is office. Now, 
W oodrow W ilson to ld  the people 
i f  they voted fo r  h im  he would 
keep us ou t o f w ar. He did  no t 
keep his word. I f  we ge t burned 
i t  is by  the class th a t declares 
w a r and lives on it .  So i t  is  easy 
fo r  m y frie n d s  to  see where I  
stand. I  am lik e  the man who 
said th a t he was a lm ost as sm art 
as the astronom ers who, he said, 
had go t so th a t they could te ll 
some t ilin g s  tw o or three days 
ahead; w h ile  he had g o t so he 
could te ll tw o o r three day a fte r-  
wards.

Since I  became a Socia lis t I  
found ou t th a t the b iggest rascals 
and th ieves are n o t in  th e  slums 
bu t in  the H illtop s , and i t  does no t 
take an astronom er to s o rt them  
out. I f  a man cannot te ll w hy  he 
is no t a S oc ia lis t he ough t to  go 
to bed t i l l  he gets his r ig h t  m ind.

L . B. Courts
H am ilton , O.

Germany
Dem onstra tions and mass ou t

breaks in  Germ any are m ount
ing, despite the desperate ex
ho rta tions and th rea ts  o f P ropa
ganda M in is te r Goebbels and the 
frenzied appeals o f H itle r ,  whose 
vaunted “ l , 000 year ru le ”  is col
laps ing  on the 12th ann iversary  
o f his ascent to power.

Radio and press dispatches 
re p o rt clashes between S torm - 
troops and the home - f ro n t  
V o lkss tu rm , because the la tte r  
“ wanted to aid evacuees.”  The 
death ra te  in  refugee-packed 
B e rlin  has slky - rocketed and 
“ 1,300 people are dy in g  every 
day, many collapsing in  the 
streets, and there are no am 
bulances to  ’ c a rry  them aw ay.”  
R iots fo r  bread are frequent as 
the refugees ransack the stores 
in  search o f food. The refugees 
from  the east are estim ated a t 
4,500,000.

.A  German w a r re p o rte r des
cribed a scene in  Breslau as fo l
lows: “ A  convoy o f peasant carts 
w ith  refugees from  the surround
in g  countryside are on the square. 
Women and ch ild ren in the carts 
are huddled under .blankets. In  
another corner o f the square, a 
long row  o f peram bulators, push
ed by m others and grandm others 
is heading fo r  the m ain ra ilroad  
s ta tion . F re ig h t and bundles are 
p iled up h igh on the baby 
carriages.”

In  B e rlin  and o ther reception 
centers, food supplies, housing, 
c lo th in g  and m edical resources 
are taxed to  the  b reak ing  po in t, 
as stream s o f refugees pour in. 
Hunger dem onstrators are ru th 
lessly cu t down by S torm troopers. 
G unfire was directed against 
groups o f German women in  
Le ipz ig  who tr ie d  to force th e ir  
w ay in to  barracks in  pro test 
against the dispatch o f V o lks
s tu rm  men to  the  fro n t.

In  a tow n near B e rlin  women 
led dem onstrations aga inst the 
food au tho rities , beating  up o f
fic ia ls  who suspended the sale o f 
food on ra tio n in g  cards. S torm - 
troopers quelled the demon
s tra to rs  w ith  guns. One hundred 
c iv ilia n s  were k illed  in  a clash 
w ith  S torm troopers in  the east 
ra ilw a y  s ta tion  o£_Berlin.

The cris is  in  B e rlin  is w h ite - 
hot. Even though the much- 
bombed cap ita l is a lready jammed 
w ith  m illio n s  o f refugees, the 
speed o f the  advancing Red 
a r m i e s  is fo rc in g  a “ mass 
rem oval o f the popu la tion .”

M eanwhile in d u s try  and tra n sp o rt 
are a lm ost com plete ly broken 
down, and w a r w orkers are re 
ported id le in the plants.

The Nazi ru le rs  are not the only 
ones who fea r the erup tion  o f the 
masses in  volcanic Germ any. The 
A llie d  im p e ria lis ts  are likew ise 
grave ly  concerned. A  N . Y . Times 
ed ito ria l on Feb. 1 lam ents: 
“ One can safe ly  say th a t the ex
plosion from  w ith in  Germ any, 
when i t  comes, w i l l  make the 
[G erm an] revo lu tion  o f 1918 look 
like  a tea p a rty .”

France
Economic conditions in  France 

are s tead ily  d e te r io ra tin g  under 
A llie d  occupation. In  P aris  a 
serious food shortage fo llo w in g  
a b it te r  cold spell, sent in f la 
tio n a ry  prices sky rocke ting  s t i l l  
h igher. C rip p lin g  re s tr ic tio n s  in 
the use o f coal and e le c tr ic ity  
w i l l  continue a ll w in te r, accord
ing  to governm ent spokesmen. In  
the W a r D epartm ent the  food 
shortage has become so acute 
fam in e  threatens.

O nly three b last furnaces in  a ll 
France are opera ting  and' steel 
production is down to one ten th 
o f norm al. The s itua tion  in  steel, 
a basic in du s try , is  a good 
measure o f the economic collapse 
th roughou t France.

The desperate impasse finds 
its  re fra c tio n  even in  the hand
picked de Gaulle cabinet. D if 
ferences over po licy  between 
P ie rre  Mendes-France, M in is te r 
o f N a tiona l Economy, and Rene 
Pleven, M in is te r o f Finance, led 
to the fo rm e r tendering  his 
res ignation . De Gaulle managed 

.-to skate over th is  cris is  by per
suading M endes-Francc to w ith 
d raw  h is resignation .

M eanwhile de Gaulle’s po licy  of 
con tinu ing  V ic h y ’s subsidies to 
C atholic schools is be ing debated 
in  the  C onsu lta tive Assem bly. De 
Gaulle is the f irs t  p rac tis ing  
C atholic to  head a French gov
ernm ent in  about 40 years. De 
Gaulle understands th a t he can- 

.n o t depend in d e fin ite ly  on A llied  
bayonets fo r  support b u t m ust 
create his own p o lit ic a l base 
w ith in  France. He depends on the 
Catholic p a r ty  which calls its e lf  
the P opular Dem ocrats and con
sequently he is desperately s tr iv 
in g  to  s trengthen th e ir  ro le  in the 
p o lit ic a l scene.

The w o rkers  o f France, how
ever, con tinu ing  the an ti-c le rica l 
tra d itio n , are exe rtin g  pressure 
aga inst s ta te  subvention o f

Catholic ism . The M ontauben C ity  
Council, responding to th is  pres
sure, w ith d re w  financia l aid fro m  
church schools in  th a t lo ca lity . 
The B ishop o f Montauben drew 
up a le tte r, now being circu la ted 
n a tio n a lly  by the P opu la r Demo
crats, dec la ring  th a t “ ty ra n ts  
fro m  w ith o u t are be ing replaced 
by ty ra n ts  fro m  w ith in .”

T h is  C atholic church support o f 
de G aulle is an unm istakable in 
d ication o f the counter-revo lu
tio n a ry  character o f his regime. 
De G aulle ’s e ffo r ts  to bo ls ter up 
the church as a powerhouse o f 
confusion and reaction indicates 
tha t the French cap ita lis ts  have 
no hope o f am e lio ra ting  the un
bearable liv in g  conditions o f the 
masses, bu t aim to  surv ive  the 
revo lu tiona ry  storm  by means o f 
a m il ita ry  d ic ta to rsh ip  prepared 
to use ru th less force.

Strike Wave
S trikes— p o lit ic a l and economic 

— are b reak ing  out on every con
t in e n t as a re su lt o f soaring costs 
o f l iv in g  and devastation created 
by the w ar.

In  B e lg ium  a coal m iners ’ 
s tr ik e  spread on January  26 to 
the C harle ro i p its  where 6,000 
m iners w alked out. 12,000 more 
were reported to be id le between 
C harle ro i and Moils. The s tr ik e rs  
are dem anding a 40 percent pay 
increase, the same food ra tions 
as the f ig h tin g  men, and per
m ission to  fo rm  w orkm en ’s com
m ittees to  take p a rt in  the m an
agem ent o f the mines.

In  L a tin  Am erica, 50,000 A rg e n 
t in a  packinghouse w orkers  w ent 
on s tr ik e  la s t week as con tinen t
w ide token s trikes  aga ins t the 
A rg e n tin a  d ic ta to r ia l reg im e took 
place in o ther L a t in  A m erican 
countries, U ruguay, M exico and 
elsewhere. The A rg e n tin a  pack
inghouse w orkers  are dem anding 
wage increases and the release o f 
th e ir  general secretary, Jose 
Peter, and o ther p o lit ic a l p rison 
ers.

Tire s tr ik e  in  A rg e n tin a  was 
ca rried  ou t despite th rea ts  fro m  
Colonel Juan D. Peron, govern
m en t d ic ta to r, th a t he would fire  
upon the w orkers. Token s trikes 
took place in m any o f A rg e n tin a ’s 
p rinc ip a l in d u s tr ia l p lants.

A  ra ilw a y  s tr ik e  in January 
paralyzed a la rge p a rt o f New 
Zealand.

In  the Near East, a recent 
wave o f s trikes  in  Palestine in 
cluded m eta l w orkers, te x t ile  and 
s ilk  w orkers and, b r ic k  w orkers.

“ Banks’ Resources H ighes t in H is to ry ”  crows a 
headline in the Jan. 3 N . Y . T imes. D ro o ling  w ith  
de lig h t fo r  fo u r columns, the s to ry  records unpre
cedented achievements. R ockefe ller’s Chase N a tion a l 
Bank has emerged as the f irs t  5 -b illio n  d o lla r bank 
in A m erica. I t  greeted the  N e w  Y ea r w ith  to ta l 
resources o f $5,160,004,000 compared to  “ o n ly ”  $4,- 
675,384,000 th ree m onths p rev ious ly . The N a tio n a l 
C ity  Bank is pressing to  be the  second across the 5- 
b illio n  m arke r. I ts  year-end resources to ta led  $4,469,- 
686,465 Compared w ith  $4,155,785,606 ju s t  th ree 
m onths before.

W ha t a happy, happy New  Y ea r fo r  the financ ia l 
m oguls in  the  s ix th  year o f the  b iggest and bloodiest 
ca p ita lis t w a r in  h is to ry !

N a tion a l C ity ’s board o f d irectors reported one im 
p o rta n t source o f these m ou n tin g  b illion s . The gov
ernm ent is unable to  squeeze enough to pay fo r  the  
huge w a r costs d ire c tly  fro m  taxes and bond sales to  
sm all-incom e earners. “ The a lte rn a tiv e  is the  crea tion  
o f funds by  se lling  securities to  the  banks.”  These 
bank-owned governm ent securities now to ta l n e a rly  
$100-billion— 5 tim es the am ount he ld  in  1939.

I t ’s a ll done w ith  special bankers’ m irro rs . The 
w o rke r pays fo r  h is  bonds w ith  money he has ac tu a lly  
earned; b u t the  banks ju s t “ create c red it.”  T hey s im p ly  
jo t  down on one side o f th e ir  ledgers a “ c re d it”  to  
the T reasu ry . The T reasu ry  then hands them  ne a tly - 
engraved bonds to  the am ount o f th is  “ c red it.”  The 
bonds a re  im m ed ia te ly  entered as a “ deposit.”  To 
pay fo r  the w ar, the  governm ent then draws checks 
upon these “ deposits.”

O f course, the governm ent is supposed to  pay o f f  
in  due tim e  both the  in te re s t and the p r in c ip a l on 
these securities bought w ith  “ c re d it”  fo r t if ie d  by  
“ deposits”  o f the  bonds exchanged fo r  the “ c red it.”  
Thus the prospect is th a t a ll o f us, and our ch ildren 
and our ch ild ren ’s children w il l  be she lling  o u t hidden 
and d irec t taxes to  pay the governm ent to  pay the 
banks fo r  “ c red it.”  A f te r  a ll, you can’t  expect bankers 
and o ther p lu tocra ts  to  “ f ig h t”  th e ir  w ar fo r  no th ing . 
Can ysu?

What Most People Think 
About Capitalist Politics

A  revea ling  com m entary on the c a p ita lis t p o lit ic a l 
system in  A m erica  is contained in  the  find ings o f a 
recent G allup P o ll. A  na tiona l cross-section o f vote rs 
were asked: “ I f  you had a son w ou ld  you lik e  to  see 
h im  go in to  po litics  as a l i fe ’s  w o rk  when he gets ou t 
o f school ?”

O f those polled, 68 percent answered em pha tica lly  
“ No.”  11 percent were doub tfu l. O n ly 21 percent said, 
“ Yes.”

Reasons o f the 68 percent? “-Too much g ra ft .  . . 
H e’d be hated by everyone. . . Too much m ud -s ling 
ing. . . Too crooked. . Too co rru p t.”  A  few  tho ugh t 
th a t o the r fields o ffe red  m ore “ o p p o rtu n ity .”

These people knew  and spoke o n ly  o f c a p ita lis t 
po litics , where those pe rm itte d  to  serve m us t ac t in  
the in te rests o f the ric h  few . B u t independent w o rk in g - 
class po litics  in  the  in te rests o f the m any, the  w orkers  
and poor fa rm ers , aim s to  do away w ith  the c a p ita lis t 
system w hich th r ive s  on g ra ft ,  co rru p tio n  and con- 
n ive ry  aga inst the  masses. Such po litics  and m ember
ship in  such a p o lit ic a l m ovem ent is the  h ighest voca
tion  to which a class-conscious w o rke r can aspire.

“Shortage” Is Smokescreen 
For Tire Price-Steal

L a s t m onth Roosevelt’s a rm y  brass ha ts and the 
rubber corpora tions howled about t ire  shortages and 
imposed a special 120-day speedup p rogram  on the 
rubber- w orkers. B u t th is  t ire  “ c ris is ,”  i t  has been 
revealed, was ju s t the smokescreen f o r  a huge p rice - 
steal.

The O ffice o f P rice  A d m in is tra tio n  la s t A p r i l  
g ranted “ tem po ra ry ”  price1 increases a f te r  corpora tion  
pleas 'o f “ an tic ip a ted ”  h igh e r costs. Subsequently, the  
O P A  discovered these h ig h e r costs did no t m ateria lize . 
The companies were hau ling  in 1'A  tim es as much net 
p ro fits  as in  the best p re -w a r years. The O P A  prepared 

.an order fo r  w ith d ra w a l on December 15 o f the 
previous price increases.

Then in  stepped Roosevelt’s rig h t-ha nd  man, D irec
to r  o f W ar M ob iliza tio n  and Reconversion Byrnes. He 
blocked the price cut and extended the price increases 
another 4 months. The d iffe rence m eant a t id y  sum—  
nearly  $40,000,000 in add itiona l p ro fits  fo r  the  rubber 
barons.

Byrnes expla ined his action  by c la im in g  a "d ire  
em ergency”  in  t ire  production. M ore production was 
needed in  a h u rry  w h ich  m ig h t invo lve  “ abnorm al o r 
unexpected costs.”  And, m ost im p o rtan t, the  corpora
tions m ig h t be “ deterred”  fro m  p u ttin g  th e ir  heart 
and soul in to  the  e x tra  e f fo r t  i f  the  “ tem po ra ry ”  
p rice  rises were n o t continued.

In  short, the companies threatened to  s ta ll produc
t io n  i f  th e ir  prices were cut. T h is  is confirm ed by 
News B u lle tin  No. 52, o f the P haris  T ire  and Rubber 
Company, w h ich sp illed  the beans about the1 govern
m en t-corpora tion  deal and how i t  was effected.

R eporting  on a m ee ting  in  W ash ing ton between L t .  
Gen. Som ervell and the t ire  m anufacture rs , the  b u lle tin  
reveals: “ The p rice  postponem ent was made o n ly  be
cause the rubber in d u s try  assured the’ A rm y  th a t  they 
would receive m ore tire s  as a re su lt o f a p r ice  post
ponement tha n  i f  the prices the  O PA proposed w ould 
become e ffec tive  Dec. 15, 1944.”

The Roosevelt ad m in is tra tion  agreed to  th is  holdup. 
The boss press s ta rted  ye lp ing  about a rubber w o rk 
ers’ “ slowdown,”  “ shortages”  and the “ boys in  the 
foxholes.’ ’ Pay increases to  o ffs e t c o s t-o f- liv in g  rises 
were denied, w h ile  the squeeze was pu t on fo r  more 
w ork. A s fo r  the  companies, they  g o t th e ir  price  
demands. No tim e  fo r  qu ib b ling  over prices w ith  a 
t ire  “ c ris is ”  loom ing— a t least in the  c a p ita lis t press!


