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War Profiteers 
Seek To Smash 
Price Controls

By Henry Jordan
A big parade of war profiteers from all consumers indus

tries and trades last week stormed the Price Control B ill hear
ings of the Senate Banking and Currency Committee to batter 
huge holes in the feeble defense lines of OPA price control.

F o r  the f ir s t  tim e  since the®-------------------------------------------------------
beginn ing ’ o f the  hearings, there 
was a f u l l  tu rn o u t o f Senate com
m ittee  men. They listened w ith  
bated breath and open sym pathy 
to  the  ta les o f woe poured fo r th  
b y  representatives o f the meat 
pack ing  tru s t, d a iry  tru s t, tobacco 
tru s t, rea l estate in terests, te x tile  

m anufacture rs , departm ent stores, 
etc.

A l l  to ld  th e  same m o u rn fu l 
S to ry . D esp ite  th e  g re a te s t p ro f its  
in  th e ir  h is to ry — ra n g in g  as m uch 
as 1,000 pe r cen t above th e  p re 
w a r  p e rio d — th e y  w ere  on th e ir

One M eat B a ll”

la s t legs. They could no t “ s u r
v ive ”  unless the governm ent gave 
them  a free  hand to  boost prices 
skyw a rd  and m ilk  the consumers 
d ry .

A t  the  end o f the hearings, 
Sen. B u tle r, re fle c tin g  th e  views 
o f his colleagues, opined th a t 
“ the P rice  A d m in is tra to r is  t r y 
in g  to  l im it  p ro fits— we’ve heard 
the  same com p la in t fro m  every
body.”

W h a t th e  OPA o ffic ia ls  had 
a ttem pted  in  previous sessions—  
which m ost o f the  Senators did 
n o t bo ther to  a ttend— was to

prove th a t the OPA wasn’t  in 
terested in hqw much p ro fits  the 
price-gougers made. They produc
ed figu res— d irec t fro m  corpora
tion  repo rts— showing th a t cor
po ra tion  p ro fits  a fte r  taxes in 
1943 were la rge s t in  h is to ry  and 
double those o f 1940.

T yp ica l o f the com pla ints reg is 
tered by the  m u lti-m illio n a ire  
parasites was th a t o f the  m eat 
packer’s— who boosted th e ir  w a r
tim e p ro fits  “ o n ly ”  e ig h t tim es. 
A d m itt in g  th a t the  “ coun try  has 
the raw  beef,”  the m eat packers 
predicted a m eat fam ine  unless 
the OPA “ inconsistencies”  —  
m eaning price ce ilings— were no t 
ended. Th is p red ic tion  covered a 
th rea t. The m eat tru s t  in tends to 
enforce fu r th e r  scarc ity— the na
tiona l anthem  is a lready becoming 
“ One M eat B a ll” — to pressure the 
masses in to  pay ing  huge prices 
fo r  meat.

The tw o  m ain demands o f the 
p rice-goug ing lobbyis ts  were fo r  
the lim ita t io n  o f the P rice  Con
t ro l B il l to  one year and the 
establishm ent o f “ p roduct stan
dards”  in f ix in g  price  ceilings.

The pro fiteers w an t to  end a ll 
price con tro l as qu ick ly  as pos
sible. They aim  a t a grand in 
fla t io n a ry  p ro fits -s tea l w ith  the 
approach o f the end o f m ilita ry  
ho s tilitie s .

E ig h t  now, they w a n t prices 
fixed n o t on the  basis o f to ta l 
p ro fits , b u t on a guaranteed 
“ nom ina l”  p ro fit  on every in 
d iv idu a l item  sold, regardless o f 
how  enormous th e ir  to ta l p ro fits  
are. T h is  is  th e  “ p roduct stan
dards”  p rinc ip le , 'w h ich  the  OPA 
has a lready la rg e ly  adopted.

Roosevelt has enforced the 
wage freeze. And now comes the 
price-squeeze. I t ’s a swell w a r—  
fo r  the money bags.

Mass Resistance To Hitler Regime 
Reported Growing Inside Germany

Strikes, Demonstrations 
Flare Up In Large Cities

TROTSKYIST CANDIDATE 
BEGINS RADIO CAMPAIGN

We reprint belom sections of the radio address made by 
Myra Tanner Weiss, Socialist Workers Party candidate for 
Mayor of Los A ngeles, Sunday, Marco I I .  / his seas the first 
v f  her four meekly campaign speeches scheduled for 8:45 P. M. 
over Station KFAC. ®

*  *  *

Everyone, the soldiers a t the 
fro n t, the w orkers  and th e ir  fa m 
ilies  a t home, is th in k in g  and 
w o rry in g  about w ha t w i l l  happen 
in  the period a fte r  the w a r. W ill 
the  trem endously swollen popu
la tio n  o f Los Angeles, p lus those 
who re tu rn  fro m  the w a r, be able 
to  f in d  jobs?

I t  has been estim ated th a t  na
t io n a lly  there  w i l l  be an unem
ployed a rm y  o f between tw e n ty  
and t h ir t y  m illio ns . The C a lifo r
n ia  S tate Reem ploym ent Com
m ission estim ates as m any as 
800,000 unemployed in  th is  state 
alone even under “ the m ost fa 
vorable business conditions.”  I t  is 
gene ra lly  recognized th a t we 
sha ll re tu rn  to  an economic cris is  
as devasta ting  as the depression 
o f the 30’s, i f  no t worse. The sol
diers as w e ll as the w orkers a t 
home, and th e ir  fam ilies , face 
once m ore the te rr ib le  prospect 
o f unem ploym ent and insecu rity . 

W e have been to ld  th a t we a re j^

Detroit Strikers 
Fight Mass Firing 
Of Union Leaders

By Jerry Kirk
DETROIT, March 17. — A 

five-day strike at the Thomp
son Products plant here this 
week ended after the company 
agreed to rcliire 20 of 26 fired 
union leaders and l if t  the sus
pensions of 126 other members 
of CIO United Automobile 
Workers Local 247, whose vic
timization provoked the strike.

The company fu r th e r  agreed to 
a rb itra te  the cases o f the s ix  no t 
reh ired, who include the union 
president, the financia l secretary 
and fo u r lead ing com m itteem en 
and shop stewards. These, how
ever, were the m ain ta rge ts  o f 
the com pany’s un ion-busting  a t
tack. Tt is obvious th a t the  whole
sale fir in g s  and suspensions were 
a deliberate device fo r  securing a 
“ com prom ise”  th a t would s t i l l  en
able the company to  behead the 
un ion ’s leadership.

The settlem ent o f th is  s tr ik e  
fo llow s the pa tte rn  o f th a t in  the 
B rig gs  and C h rys le r s trikes, 
which occurred ju s t  p reviously. 
In  the B rig gs  settlem ent, e ig h t o f 
the 16 lead ing m ilita n ts  whose 
f ir in g  provoked the s tr ik e  are s t i l l  
ou t on the s tree t pending a rb itra 
tion .

O ther than ve rb a lly  p ro tes ting  
the com pany’s provocations and 
dec la ring  the s tr ik e  a “ lockou t,”  
the top U A W  leaders took no de
cisive action to  defend the Thom p
son Products local. Even th is  
gesture was denied b y  these 
craven leaders to  the  B rig gs  
workers.

U N IO N  W R EC KER S
The developments a t Thompson 

Products are fu r th e r  evidence o f 
the organized and concerted un 
ion -bus ting  cam paign o f the auto 
corporations. The bosses are 
look ing  ahead to the te rm in a tio n  
o f the w a r and huge production 
cutbacks and unem ploym ent. 
T h e ir s tra teg y  is to underm ine 
the  local leaderships now, in t im i
date the m embership, and p re 
pare fo r  a fina l c rush ing  open- 
shop blow when the unions are 
su ffic ie n tly  weakened by p re lim 
in a ry  so ften ing  up and unem ploy
ment.

F o llow ing  closely on the heels 
o f the Thompson Products s trike , 
the N L R B  has come to  the aid 
o f the company by announcing a 
collective ba rga in ing  election, a l
though the U A W  already has a 
signed con tract w ith  the com
pany. T h is  maneuver was fiifs t 
employed by M ontgom ery W ard ’s 
Sewell A ve ry  as a p re te x t fo r  re 
fus in g  to  barga in  w ith  the genu
ine union o f the workers.

Powerful M inority Vote Cast 
Against UAW No-Strike Policy

By /ki$ fArtns
The m ilitant auto workers have run up a smashing 35 per 

cent vote for scrapping the No-Strike Pledge, in the CIO United 
Automobile, A ircraft and Agricultural Implement workers ref
erendum held during January and February, according to the 
first unofficial returns announced by Ben Garrison, referendum 
committee chairman. ®

A p p ro x im a te ly  300,000 votes 
were sent in by m a il, according to 
G arrison, out o f 1,200,000 ba llo ts 
d is tribu ted . Over 105,000 were 
fo r  rescind ing the pledge, 'w h ile
185.000 voted fo r  it ,  and some
6.000 ballo ts were voided.

N e ithe r the corpora tion  da ily
press nor the top CIO and U A W  
o ffic ia ls  take the fo rm a l m a jo rity  
fo r  the pledge as a v ic to ry  fo r  
the no -s trike  po licy. On the con
tra ry  they co rre c tly  view  the 
tremendous m in o rity  vote ro lled 
up fo r  scrapping the pledge as 
the tru e  ind ica tion  o f the trend 
o f the ranks.

A s Business Week, a leading 
mouthpiece fo r  the corporation?, 
commented, the U A W  leaders are 
"em barrassed in m ak ing  the re 
su lts  public. The vote was count
ed w h ile  more men were on s trike  
in  D e tro it ’s auto p lan ts than a t

any tim e since the w a r began.”
The vote fo r  sm ashing the no

s tr ik e  pledge is p a r tic u la r ly  im 
pressive because i t  was cast in  
the face o f an unprecedented 
cam paign o f pressure and in t i 
m idation by a un ited f ro n t  o f the 
corpora tions and th e ir  press, the 
Roosevelt a d m in is tra tion , t h e  
M u rra y -H illm a n  machine o f the 
CIO, the en tire  top U A W  lead
ership and the S ta lin is ts .

U N H O L Y  A L L IA N C E
A ll the reac tiona ry  forces in 

side and outside the U A W  com
bined in an unho ly alliance 
against the auto ranks. The da ily  
press and rad io  poured out an 
endless stream  o f lies and threa ts. 
Roosevelt in tervened personally 
w ith  a le tte r  to  U A W  President 
R. J. Thomas. M u rra y  issued a

(Continued on page 4)

M AJOR DEMANDS OF COAL MINERS 
REJECTED BY GREEDY OPERATORS

M Y R A  T A N N E R  W E IS S

T ro ts k y is t Candidate fo r  

M ayo r o f Los Angeles

f ig h t in g  fo r  the F our Freedoms, enshrined in  the A tla n tic  C harter. 
One o f these freedom s is  Freedom From  W ant. Y e t the A m erican 
w orkers are a lready being to ld  th a t they m ust again face the most 
te rr ib le  w an t o f a l l— the w a n t o f a jo b  and live lihood.

P resident Roosevelt ta lks  about c rea ting  60 m illio n  jobs a fte r  
the w a r, bu t B ig  Business, wh ich contro ls the stock m arke t, knows 
th a t the end o f the w a r w i l l  mean production cutbacks, con tract 
cancellations— in  other words, id le  p lan ts  and unem ploym ent. T ha t 
is  w hy  the stock m arke t drops each tim e  the end o f the w a r seems 
to  be in  s igh t. The bosses know w ha t is in store. The w o rkers  m ust 
n o t be deceived either.

The Shadow of Post-War Unemployment
The shadow o f post-w ar unem ploym ent fa lls  even more d a rk ly  

over the la rge  N egro  w ork ing-c lass popu lation. The Negroes are 
a lw ays the la s t to  be h ired and the f i r s t  to be fire d . Even in  the 
m id s t o f a w a r production boom they are g iven the m ost m enial, 
po o rly  paid jobs. In  general, they  are d iscrim inated aga inst because 
o f th e ir  color. Even in the armed forces the y  are J im  Crowed. The 
N egro  people m ost o f a ll m ust jo in  in the s trugg le  fo r  Socialism.

H and in  hand w ith  economic d istress, cap ita lism  also holds in 
prospect a p o lit ic a l ty ra n n y  which i t  needs to  secure its e lf  fro m  the 

(C ontinued on page 4)

By Joseph Keller
Sitting comfortably atop the 

greatest pile of profits in their 
history, the country’s soft coal 
mine operators last week fla tly  
rejected six of the nine wage 
demands of the United Mine 
Workers of America and con
temptuously countered with an 
offer of a few crumbs amount
ing to 28 cents a day increase.

The U M W ’s 200-man po licy  
com m ittee p ro m p tly  ins tructed  
the un ion ’s ne g o tia tin g  com m it
tee to re jec t o u tr ig h t the opera
to rs ’ coun te r-o ffe rs  and to  con
tinue  nego tia tions on the basis o f 
the o r ig in a l 18 demands made by 
the m iners a t the  opening o f the 
new con tract pa rley . The U M W ’s 
wage increase demands, c a re fu lly  
designed to avoid c o n flic t w ith  
the fo rm a l res tr ic tio ns  o f the 
L it t le  Steel Form ula , are es tim a t
ed to to ta l over $1.60 a day.

S T R IK E  V O TE

I f  the present con trac t te rm in 
ates w ith in  tw o  weeks, on M arch 
31, w ith o u t an extension o f the 
old con tract o r a new agreem ent 
be ing reached, the  over 425,000 
s o ft coal m iners m ay reso rt to  
th e ir  tra d it io n a l po licy  o f “ no 
con tract, no w o rk .”  The N L R B ,

in  response to the m ine rs ’ p e ti
tion  under the S m ith-C onna lly  
a n ti-s tr ik e  law , has announced 
th a t i t  w i l l  conduct a nation-w ide 
s tr ike  vote on M arch 28.

How the m il ita n t  m iners w ill 
vote is a foregone conclusion, as 
th e ir  whole past record demon
strates. In  the f ir s t  sam pling  o f 
opin ion among W est V irg in ia ’s 
100,000 m iners, 300 o ffic ia ls  and 
representatives o f local unions on 
M arch 18 expressed unanimous 
approval fo r  an a ffirm a tiv e  s tr ike  
vote.

G overnm ent representatives and 
the W a ll S treet press, lined up 
so lid ly  behind the p ro fite e ring  
coal barons, have been c ircu la tin g  
d ire  th rea ts  o f a governm ent 
“ seizure”  o f the  m ines in  the 
event the m iners vote to  w a lk  
out. The S m ith  - C onnally act 
makes s trikes  ille g a l in  govern
m ent-operated properties.

S E IZU R E S  A  F R A U D

Roosevelt’s “ seizure”  tw o  years 
ago s im p ly  m eant the appo in t
m ent o f the  m ine owners and 
tn e ir  superv isory agents as “ gov
ernm ent representatives.”  The 
p riva te  operators rem ained in 
con tro l— they w ere  ju s t  wrapped 
in  an A m erican fla g .

The wage “ concessions”  o f the 
operators were an o f fe r  to  con
sider increases in  tra ve ltim e  
( p o rta l- to -p o rta l)  pay, a fo u rth - 
s h if t  d iffe re n tia l and vacation

IN THE NEWS
No Silk Shirts

A nsw ering  cla im s o f a “ labor 
shortage”  by  p o in ting  to  la rge  
sh ipyard  la yo ffs  in  the G u lf area, 
Rep. Keefe offe red as one “ amus
ing  p ro o f”  the fo llo w in g  w ant-ad 
in the M obile, A la ., Press Regis
te r.: “ Term ina ted— F o r sale, one 
p a ir o f shoes. Going back to 
M ississipp i ju s t lik e  I  came. 
7— 8821.”

*  *  *

pay. Th is included an o f fe r  o f 
s tra ig h t-t im e  pay fo r  one hour 
o f tra ve l tim e  instead o f the 
present tw o -th ird s  fo r  45 m inutes; 
a fo u r  and six cents an hour 
prem ium  increase respective ly  fo r  
the second- and th ird  sh ifts , in 
stead o f the demanded 10 and 15 
cents. U p to $50 vacation pay was 
offe red fo r  those w ith  one to  five 

years service and a $100 m axim um  
fo r  a ll over five years, instead o f 
the f la t  $100 fo r  a ll m iners asked 
by the union.

O PERATO RS U N Y IE L D IN G

The operators refused the 
demand fo r  a 10 - cents a ton 
ro y a lty  to  the  un ion ’s w e lfa re  and 
unem ploym ent fund , c la im in g  th is  
was “ a new social theo ry  and 
ph ilosophy." The. W L B  its e lf, 
however, approved such a fund 
•for the  A m erican F edera tion  o f 
M usicians. The c lo th in g  w orkers, 
both A F L  and CIO, have s im ila r 
provis ions in  th e ir  contracts.

AH non - wage demands— in 
c lud ing coverage fo r  m ost super
v iso ry  employes, the r ig h t  to 
s tr ik e  to  prevent shipm ents o f 
coal to  p lan ts where a “ lega l”  
s tr ik e  is in  progress, and the r ig h t  
to  te rm ina te  the contract, on 20- 
days’ notice— were rejected. E n 
couraged by the Roosevelt ad
m in is tra tio n  and the press, the 
operators are d isp la y in g  th e ir  
typ ica l- uny ie ld ing  and h ig h 
handed a ttitud e .

All News Fit to Print?
O f the m illions  o f words p rin ted  

in  the coun try ’s da ily  press about 
Sergeant A le x  D rabn ik , f irs t  
Am erican so ld ie r to  cross the 
Rhine, none reported as did the 
Toledo U n ion  Journa l th a t “ he 
worked in a Toledo packing house 
before the w a r and was one o f 
the founders and o r ig in a l mem
bers o f the  CIO  in  his p lan t, a 
lo ya l and conscientious w orker 
in his union.”

*  *  *

The Vultures Hover
“ A  w e ll-founded re p o rt m aking  

the W ashington rounds,”  states 
The Progressive, “ is th a t U n ited  
States p o licy  in  occupied Ger
m any w ill be made by a B ig  Bus
iness group now  in  Paris, in c lud 
in g  Paul M ellon and D avid  Bruce, 
son and son-in -law  o f the la te  
A nd rew  J. M e llon ; Junius and 
H enry  M organ, o f the House o f 
M organ ; Leste r A rm o u r, o f the 
Chicago m eat t ru s t ;  A lfre d  du 
Pont, o f the du P ont m un itions 
and chemical tru s t.”

*  *  *

Heil Harvard!
H a rva rd  U n iv e rs ity  was accus

ed o f an ti-Jew ish  d isc rim in a tio n  
by A lb e r t  S. Coolidge, o f its  fac 
u lty , who tes tified  before the 
Massachusetts s ta te  le g is la tu re  
th a t in  selecting students fo r  
scholarships, “ we know pe rfe c tly  
w e ll th a t names ending in  ‘berg’ 
o r ‘s te in ’ have to  be skipped over. 
A  gentlem en’s agreem ent between 
the u n ive rs ity  and the em ployer 
sponsoring a scholarship has re 
sulted in  such d isc rim in a tio n .”

*  *  *

Italy’s “New Order”
The C h ie f o f P ub lic  Security  in 

Naples, I ta ly ,  expla ined to  a PM 
correspondent th a t the re  are now 
fo u r  police forces there. They 
are “ his own, who w o rk  as pla'in- 
clothesmen, the C arab in ie ri, who 
are the roya l o r s tate police, the 
G uard ia di F inanza, who suppos
edly were form ed to  p ro te c t pub
lic  p ro pe rty  bu t in re a lity  were 
l i t t le  m ore than Fascis t gang
sters, and the A llie d  m il ita ry  po
lice.”

Revolutionary Moods Spread As the German, 
Foreign Workers Unite in Common Struggle

By Harry Martell
The independent actions of the insurgent mass* 

es against the Hitler regime are beginning to multi* 
ply throughout Germany, according to reports which 
have managed to seep through the double wall of 
Nazi aud Allied censorship. This would indicate that 
the German workers revolution— the great hope of 
the toiling masses and all the poor peoples of Europe 
— ha6 started to raise its head in the bomb-blasted

^cities of the Reich.
The most significant in

formation that has thus 
far been published is that 
W o r k e r s  Committees 
have appeared in the in
dustrial centers of Essen, 
M uelheim , Duesseldorf and D o rt
mund, according to reports  fro m  
S w itze rland. In  1918, these com
m ittees were known as A rb e ite r- 
raete, the German equ iva lent o f 
Soviets. These com m ittees kicked 
K a iser W ilhe lm  o f f  his throne, 
and b u t fo r  the treachery  o f the 
Social-Dem ocrats, would have es
tablished a f irm  Soviet govern
ment in  Germany.

PEACE DEMONSTRATIONS
Huge peace dem onstrations 

took place in  m any c ities as a 
resu lt o f rum ors th a t  nego tia
tions to  end the w a r were in  
progress, according to  CBS cor
respondent Charles Shaw broad
casting  fro m  Stockholm . Parades 
were held in  H am burg , Duisberg, 
D ortm und, Duesseldorf, V ienna 
and M unich.

In  the in d u s tr ia l areas o f B e r
lin , the Ruhr and Saxony, accord
in g  to  Shaw, p ro tes t s tr ik e s  
broke ou t when w ord  spread th a t  
Von R undstedt and the General 
S ta f f  wanted to  make peace b u t 
H it le r  and H im m le r refused. R iots 
occurred when S torm -troopers

(Continued on page 3)

CIO Leaders Vote 
To Continue Their 
Policy of Retreat

By C. Thomas
The recent meeting of the 

national executive board of the 
CIO took place at a time when 
unfolding events pose the most 
critical problems for the labor 
movement. The war against 
Germany is entering its final 
stages. The employers are gird
ing for a showdown assault on 
the unions. The political agents 
of Big Business are pressing for 
additional repressive labs» k s : 
islation.. Wages remain frozen 
while the cost of liv ing contin
ues to soar. Reconversion to civ
ilian production raises the spec
ter of mass unemployment.

These are b u t a few  o f the 
problem s th a t ca ll fo r  a bold aud 
aggressive po licy  to  defend the 
w o rkers ’ standard o f l i v i n g  
aga inst em ployer-governm ent a t 
tack. Faced w ith  these problem s, 
the top leadership o f the CIO 
proceeded to  re a ff irm  its  po licy  
o f uncond itiona l surrender to  the 
corpora tions and th e ir  p o lit ic a l 
henchmen!

The CIO  union heads voted to  

(Continued on page 5)

Packinghouse Units 
Call For “Holiday”

By Barbara Bruce
ST. PAUL, Minn., March 12 

—Six hundred packinghouse 
w o r k e r s  meeting in St.
Paul last Sunday authorized 
their union officials to call a 
holiday in the packing plants' 
if packers do not comply with 
union demands to live up to the 
48-hour week and pay workers 
at the established union rates. 
Representing 10,000 members 
in the South St. Paul, St. Paul 
and Newport area in Minneso
ta, packinghouse workers from 
five locals of the United Pack
inghouse Workers of America 
declared for a program of m ili
tant action in answer to the 
wage cuts and lay-offs of the 
last several months.
R A N K  A N D  F IL E  A C T

A lthough  M innesota packing 
p lan ts are in an area declared c r i
t ic a l by  the W a r M anpower Com
mission, packers have refused 
to  com ply w ith  the order. They 
have also refused to  meet w ith  
U P W A  representatives in  W M C 
conferences to discuss la y -o ffs , 
cut-backs and downward revis ions 
in em p loym ent which have been 
ta k in g  place in  a ll the pack ing  
p lants. Several hundred w orkers  
a t S w if t ’s and Cudahy’s have been 
la id  o f f  in the la s t 6 weeks w h ile  
hundreds o f  others have had 
th e ir  wages cu t th rough  a com
pany system o f stepping workers 
down fro m  h ighe r to low er paid 
jobs. T h is  p rog ram  was in it ia te d  
a year ago by Cudahy’s and 
A rm o u r’s. P o rk  w o rkers  are la id  
o f f  one day a week as another 
means o f c u ttin g  wages.

Sponsored by the jo int, execu
tiv e  boards o f the five U P W A  
unions in  th is  area, the  m eeting

was called to  ob ta in  ran k  and file  
approva l o f jo in t  board recom 
mendations fo r  un ion action. W ith  
b u t one d issen ting vote, the mem
bership gave its  en thusiastic  ap
prova l to  the  decision to  demand 
th a t packers live  up to  the 48- 
hour week and pay w orkers  a t 
re g u la r union rates. I f  th is  is  
refused, packers w i l l  be asked to  
issue tem po ra ry  releases to  a ll 
packinghouse w orkers  n o t em
ployed fu l l  tim e  or a t the un ion 
scale fo r  w o rk  in  o the r indus tries  
w ith o u t loss o f sen io rity  r ig h ts . 
In  the  event packers do n o t 
com ply w ith  these demands, the 
jo in t  board is authorized to  ca ll 
a ho liday in  the p lan ts  w ith  a 
mass dem onstra tion a t the offices 
o f the W ar M anpower Com 
mission.

P o in tin g  ou t th a t the a im  o f 
the pack ing  companies is to  smash 
the unions and beat down the 
labo r movem ent, speakers a t the  
mass m eeting declared th a t w o rk 
ers can no longer take a passive 
a ttitud e , th a t ra n k  and f ile  un ion
is ts  m ust f ig h t in th e ir  own in 
terests and no t leave eve ry th in g  
to  union o ffic ia ls  to  negotiate.

One speaker reca lled how em
ploye rs  made p ro fits  fro m  bo th  
sides in  W orld  W a r I  and declared 
th a t Am erican packers are do ing 
the  same th in g  in  th is  w a r in  the  
case o f  A rge n tin a . U n ited  States 
packers are se lling  th e ir  p roducts 
to the A llie d  arm ies, w h ile  
A rgen tine  companies, owned and 
contro lled by U . S. pack ing  in 
terests, sell th e ir  products to  the  
A x is  powers.

A  com m ittee o f tw o represen
ta tives  fro m  each local un ion was 
set up to m eet w ith  the W M C  
th is  week to  pi'esent the demands 
o f the  unions.
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 NOTES 

By Jo$eph K e lle r

Textile Strike Poll
W ith o u t one d issen ting vote 

some 50,000 N ew  Eng land cotton- 
rayon  te x tile  w orkers la s t week 
in  a p o ll conducted by th e  CIO 
T e x tile  W orkers Union em power
ed the  T W U  office rs to  demand 
an N L R B  s tr ik e  vote under the 
S m ith -C onna lly  a n ti-s tr ik e  law  
provis ions.

In  F a ll R iver, Mass., 3,500 
un ion members w ent even fu rth e r. 
They empowered the T W U  leaders 
to  ca ll a s tr ik e  w ith o u t go ing 
th rou gh  the fo rm a lity  o f a gov
ernm ent-supervised election and 
an add itiona l 30-day s ta llin g  
period.

The T W U  executive board 
several weeks ago revoked the no
s tr ik e  pledge fo r  100,000 cotton- 
rayon w orkers. They acted a fte r 
a long - delayed W LR  decision 
g ra n tin g  “ fr in g e ”  increases and 
ra is in g  the m in im um  wage from  
50 cents to  55 cents an hour was 
blocked by Roosevelt’s fo rm er 
Economic S tab iliza tion  D irec to r 
V inson. T W U  President E m il 
Rieve a t the same tim e resigned 
fro m  the W LB .

A n  ed ito ria l on “ The N o-S trike  
P ledge”  in  the M arch T ex tile  
Labor, o ffic ia l organ o f the T W U - 
C IO , exp la ins w h y  the union 
scrapped the pledge. A f te r  des
c r ib in g  the  adm in is tra tion -m anu
fac tu re rs  conspiracy to  deprive 
the exp lo ited te x tile  w orkers o f 
th e ir  ju s t  demands, the  ed ito ria l 
says:

“ W h ile  a ll th is  was go ing  on, 
no a ttem p t was made to ‘ s tab ilize ’ 
cotton m anu fac tu re rs ’ p ro fits , 
w h ich  were con tinu ing  a t the ra te  
o f $365,000,000 a year, five tim es 
p re -w a r figures. . . B u t there  are 
o ther considerations back o f the 
action. . . N e a rly  100,000 T W U A  
members are now in  the armed 
forces. A re  they to  come back to 
$24 a week wages ? A re  they 
fig h tin g  fo r  another chance to  be 
il l- fe d , ill-c lo thed , ill-housed? I f  
we do n o t f ig h t  th e ir  hom e-fron t 
ba ttles  fo r  them , i f  we cap itu la te  
to  reaction , w h a t else can they 
come home to ? ”

*  *  *

UAW Dues Decline
Dues-paying m em bership in the 

C IO  U n ited  Autom obile , A irc ra ft  
and A g r ic u ltu ra l Im plem ent 
W orkers , la rge s t union in  the 
coun try , declined by 113,741 d u r
in g  the  period between M a y  and 
Novem ber, 1944, according to  the 
la te s t re p o rt o f U A W  Secretary- 
T reasu re r George Addes.

The m on th ly  average o f dues- 
pay ing  members d u rin g  the re 
ported period was 1,008.159. Over 
h a lf  the  m em bership is in  M ic h i
gan, w ith  528,429 members, 345,- 
127 o f them  concentrated in  De
t ro it .

A  p r im a ry  reason fo r  the sharp 
m em bership decline— over 10 per, 
cent w ith in  s ix  m onths— is unem
p loym ent due to  cut-backs and 
la yo ffs , despite the Roosevelt ad
m in is tra tio n ’s cla im s o f a “ labor 
shortage”  to  bo ls te r its  demand 
fo r  a forced labor b ill.

U nem ploym ent compensation 
cla im s since December 1, 1944 in  
M ich igan  have been averag ing 
between 18,000 and 20,000 weekly, 

» * *

Husli-Hush in Auto
E ve ry  newspaper fro m  coast to 

coast head-lined the  g re a t s tr ike  
wave the  past few  weeks in  De
t ro it .  D u rin g  a period o f three 
weeks some 60,000 auto w orkers, 
the  greatest num ber since P earl 
H a rbo r, h it  the p icke t lines to  
defend th e ir  unions aga inst the 
un ion -bus ting  provocations o f the 
corporations.

A  m icroscopic exam ination  o f 
the U n ited  A utom obile  W orker, 
o ff ic ia l organ o f the  U A W -C IO , 
fo r  the  past tw o  issues, M arch 1 
and 15, reveals no t a w ord  about 
th is  tremendous development o f 
such im portance and in te re s t no t 
on ly  to  the auto w orkers b u t to 
the whole labo r movement. There 
is  no t even a line  in  p ro tes t 
aga inst the open, savage, con

certed cam paign o f the corpora
tions to  break the unions by 
wholesale f i r in g  o f local union 
officers, com m itteem en and shop 
stewards.

D u rin g  the recently-concluded 
U A W  referendum  on the no -s trike  
pledge, the U A W  top o ffic ia ls  did 
no t hesitate to use the un ion ’s 
paper, in  v io la tio n  o f a conven
tion  mandate, to  p lug fo r  the no
s tr ik e  pledge by p r in t in g  whole 
pages o f CIO  P resident P h ilip  
M u rra y ’s a n ti-s tr ik e  speeches 
under the heading o f “ news.”

B u t when the  auto ra n k  and 
file themselves make rea l news 
by m il ita n t defense o f th e ir  un
ions, the U A W  leaders s tup id ly  
t r y  to p lay  ostrich . They so ft- 
peddle the s trugg le  and bureau
c ra tic a lly  deprive the m em ber
ship o f the aid o f th e ir  own pa
per.

* * *

AFL Asks 11%  Boost
The A F L , th rou gh  its  members 

on the W ar Labor Board, answer
ed the W L B ’s endorsem ent o f the 
w age-freezing L i t t le  Steel F o r
m ula by  p e tit io n in g  Roosevelt 
w ith  a demand fo r  a general im 
mediate 11 per cent wage in 
crease.

T h is  p e titio n  re fu tes the ly in g  
“ s ta tis tics ”  o f the W L B  “ pu b lic ”  
members about wages r is in g  
“.fas te r”  than the  cost o f liv in g . 
“ Since the w a r wage rates have 
increased by 19 pe r cent,”  the 
A F L  representatives po in ted out, 
“ w h ile  the cost o f l iv in g  has in 
creased —  based upon o ffic ia l 
figures— by 30 per cent. To correct 
the m a lad justm en t between wages 
and the cost o f l iv in g  —  when 
measured by the same standard 
th a t was used when the  L it t le  
Steel F orm u la  was adopted— an 
ad jus tm en t o f ap p ro x im a te ly  11 
per cent is ju s tifie d .”

The on ly th in g  w rong  w ith  the 
A F L ’s demand is th a t i t  gives 
away too much to  the governm ent 
and employers. The governm ent’s 
cos t-o f- liv in g  figures are as phony 
as a n ine -do lla r b ill.  The cost o f 
liv in g  has gone up nearer to  50 
per cent than  30. On th is  real 
hasis, labor is ju s tified  in  demand
in g  no t an 11 per cent b u t a 30 
per cent wage boost.

*  *  *

Philadelphia Aftermath
T w en ty  - seven com pany - un ion 

members and leaders o f the  P h ila 
delphia tra n s it  w a lkou t l a s t  
A ugust aga ins t the up g ra d in g  o f 
Negro w orkers took the  rap  in  
federa l cou rt la s t week fo r  the 
company - insp ired  action. They 
were each fined $100 under the 
S m ith-C onna lly  A c t a f te r  revers 
in g  th e ir  n o t g u ilty  pleas to  no 
defense.

Am ong the questions the cou rt 
fa iled  to  answer were these. W hy 
was the J im -C row  stoppage o r
ganized on company p ro p e rty  and 
s tr ik e  meetings fre e ly  held there  ? 
W ha t com pany o ffic ia ls  advised 
the  w orkers  to in it ia te  the  w a lk 
o u t by  g e ttin g  “ s ick”  in  a body 
in order to  p reven t the  use o f 
N egro w orkers as m otorm en and 
conductors? W hy was the  w a lk  
o u t organized by leaders o f the 
PRT (P h ilade lph ia  Rapid T ra n s it)  
Em ployes U n ion, the  old company 
union, ju s t a fte r  i t  had been 
defeated by the  CIO fo r  collective 
b a rga in ing  representa tive? W hy 
did the com pany say no t a word 
aga inst the w a lkou t— a id in g  i t  by 
c u ttin g  o f f  the  subway power?

One defense a tto rney  b lu n tly  
declared: “ The race question was 
dragged in  by o ffic ia ls  o f PTC 
(P h ilade lph ia  T ransp orta tio n  Co.) 
They were ou t to  smash the 
bridgehead th a t organized labor 
has fin a lly  succeeded in  ho ld ing 
in  PTC.”

A  hand-picked grand ju r y  which 
b ro ug h t down the o r ig in a l in d ic t
ments aga inst the  m isled workers 
who were made the scapegoats o f 
th is  a f fa ir  s im p ly  covered up fo r  
the company and tu rned  the 
proceedings in to  an a tta ck  on the 
CIO and a defense o f company 
unionism .

Branches Near Half-Way M ark In  Campaign 
For 10,000 New 'Militant' Subscribers

By Reba Aubrey, Campaign Director
in only four weeks members of the Socialist Workers Party 

have placed The M ilitant■ into the homes of 4,471 working class 
families. In four weeks we have almost reached the half-way 
mark in our three-month subscription campaign to obtain 10,000 
new readers. This high percentage of over 1,000 new subscrip
tions a week is an achievement of which all of us can be proud.

FROM THE BRANCHES
H enry H ill,  T ro ts k y is t Y ou th  Group Campaign D ire c to r: “ The 

T ro ts k y is t Y ou th  Group in New Y o rk  is p u ttin g  fo rw a rd  a contender 
fo r  the na tiona l you th  singles cham pionship in  the M il ita n t  Sub
scrip tion  Campaign. We are p u ttin g  fo rw a rd  R uth  Grayson, 16-year 
old lead ing scorer in N.ew Y o rk , who has 34 subs thus fa r. I t  is 
our goal to have the  T ro ts k y is t Y ou th  th roughou t the coun try  w e ll 
represented among the 20 leading Pace-Setters in th is  cam paign.”

H. New ell, A llen to w n  Pace-Setter: 
“ Th is Sunday fo u r o f us went o u t; we 
sold 22 subs in a few hours' tim e. Our 
w ork  has already made some impression. 
One o f the comrades was to ld  by a 
steel w o rke r th a t he had seen the paper 
in the shop. We have been p o in ting  out" 
the tw o  columns devoted to  steel every 
week. Some o f the good un ion ists have 
shown th e ir  pleasure by s ta tin g  they 
were go ing to  show th a t so-and-so who 
doesn’t  belong to  the union the artic les.

“ Comrade K inca id  has been our best 
renew a l-ge tte r and also has been g e ttin g  
t r ia l  subs fro m  his shopmates a t the ra te  
o f about f iv e  a week.”

Hob K ings ley, C leveland: “ 1 learned 
today o f Y oungstow n’s challenge to  our 
in te g r ity  in  the sub drive. T h is  provo
cation shall be severely dealt w ith ! 
Please in fo rm  Y oungstown th a t the 
Cleveland branch has accepted the cha l
lenge to  sell more subs in the course 
o f the drive  than they.”

P. Davidson. B os ton : “ The enclosed 21 
subs represent la s t week’s a c tiv ity . We 
in Boston have noticed tw o  th in g s : (1) 
A  good m any people are a ttrac ted  by 
G ray ’s cartoons. Some people are co llec t
in g  them in to  scrapbooks; (2) A  goodly 
num ber o f pam phlets are sold i f  the 
crews take pam phlets w ith  them .”

Rose Russo, Reading: “ Please send 
us 50 more sub cards. We are go ing to 
w o rk !”

R. Haddon, San Francisco: “ We are 
p lann ing several new types o f sub w ork 
in  con junction w ith  the cam paign. One 
w il l  be go ing ou t in  the various ne igh
borhoods in and around where comrades 
live. Th is w ill make the reca ll and gen
era l contact w ork  a lo t  easier. W e are 
also p lann ing fo r  the near fu tu re  a Cam
pa ign Social and a t th a t tim e  w i l l  t£y 
to invo lve  our subscribers in  the cam
pa ign.”

J e rry  K irk ,  D e tro it Pace-Setter: “ The 
sub cam paign is in fu l l  sw ing in D e tro it. 
A ll  comrades are ac tive ly  p a rtic ip a tin g  
and are do ing a m arvelous job. More 
subscrip tions are being obtained fro m  
the p lan ts than ever before. Over h a lf  
o f the subs are com ing d irec t fro m  w o rk 
ers in the shops.”

I.  Cope, Y oungstow n: “ I t ’s a good 
th in g  th a t we upped our quota from  
150 to 300. No o ther branch would be 
able to  keep the pace w e're se ttin g  i f  
ou r quota were s t i l l  150.”

H a rr ie t  Collins, Chicago: “ I am now w o rk in g  on a stack o f about 
ICO subs turned in , by one o f the auto fra c tio n s .”

A . F ie ld , M inneapo lis : “ Enclosed are 20 subs. W e are having a 
m ob iliza tion  th is  Sunday so I  expect to  have m any more next week.”

A . Lynn, Los Angeles: “ Results continue to be su rp ris ing . We 
had another m ob iliza tion  th is  la s t Sunday and again go t a large 
num ber o f subscrip tions— 285. Now , too, comrades are b r in g in g  in  
subs from  th e ir  shops, from  neighbors, from  friends, and fro m  re la 
tives. A bout 15 more comrades have been draw n in to  the sub drive  
in  the last week and branch o rgan iza tion  o f the w ork  is ge tting  more 
e ffic ien t. In  our la s t cam paign the branches played a m inor role. 
The m ob iliza tions were by sections, where everyone w ent to  the 
same neighborhood. Th is tim e we have section m ob iliza tions bu t 
the branches go out in  th e ir  own neighborhoods.”

P. M ertens, St. P au l: “ Our local Pace-Setters are P. M ertens 
w ith  17 subs and J. Pearson w ith  14 subs. . . The na tiona l Pace- 
Setters are re a lly  going- to  to w n !”

FROM OUR SUBSCRIBERS
This is w ha t tw o subscribers in tend to  do about g e ttin g  th e ir  

friends  to  read The M ilita n t.
R. A . C., A k ro n : “ Send me e igh t m ore o f the sub cards.”
B. D., Pine B lu ff ,  A rk . :  “ I  have come to th is  tow n to rem ain 

in d e fin ite ly . I  am go ing to t r y ,  despite the adverse surroundings, 
to  ge t subscrip tions.”

You can help us too. Pass on your copy o f The M il ita n t  to a 
friend . Ask your friends to  subscribe.

SCOREBOARD
Socialist W orkers P a rty Quotas Subs Percent

A llen to w n 50 87 174
A kron 85 93 109
Toledo 250 241 96
M ilwaukee 100 71 71
Youngstown 300 188 62
B u ffa lo 350 216 60
F lin t 50 32 60
D e tro it 1000 515 52
New Y ork 2500 1120 45
Philadelph ia 150 67 45
Chicago 1000 443 44
Boston 200 87 44
San Diego 50 IS 36
Bayonne 150 51 34
Los Angeles 2000 649 32
M inneapolis 300 97 32
Reading 75 24 32
St. Paul 100 28 28
N ew ark 350 99 28
San Francisco 350 81 23
Seattle 400 83 21
Cleveland 200 36 18
Rochester 50 0 0
Groups, M em bers-at-

La rge  and Friends 140 37 26
T ra il-B laze rs 108

T O T A L 10,200 4471 45

‘MILITANT’ CONFERENCE 
PLANS 8-PAGE WEEKLY

Meeting to discuss plans for the forthcoming 8-page paper, 
the first M ilitan t Institute was held at 116 University Place in 
New York on March 11. Twenty-five members of The M ilitan t 
staff and leaders of the Socialist Workers Party, involved in the 
produclion and distribution of the paper, heard its editor, Far
rell Dobbs, hail this meeting as “ the first in a series of press 
institutes planned for the future.”

“ The cen tra l po in t o f th is  and-il--------------------------------------------------------

S B *

. *

A  h igh percentage o f subscrip
t io n  sales is reported by ou r Los 
Angeles agent, A1 Lynn . “ Our 
Southside Branch in fo rm s us th a t 
about 50 percent o f the people 
they approached bought subs w ith  
m ost o f the rest ask ing  them  to  
ca ll back la te r. Doors w h ich were 
opened on ly  a l i t t le  because the 
fa m ily  was ea ting  d inner were 
epened w ide and the comrades 
asked in  on ly  when they an
nounced th a t The M ilita n t  is a 
‘socia list paper.’ T yp ica l com
m ent: ‘Socia list paper, sure I ’l l  
takc\ i t . ’

“ One m ost in te re s tin g  observa
tion . We are s ta rt in g  to  m eet peo
ple who a lready have subs to  The 
M il ita n t  and who have read the 
M inneapolis T r ia l pam phlets.”

*  *  *

A similar report of good sales 
by using the “socialist” approach 
is made by P. Mertens of St. 
Paul. “We all found it  helps to 
say ‘socialist’ rather than ‘work
ing class’ or ‘labor paper.’ I f  we 
say' the latter, people are Inclined 
to tell us that they get a union 
paper and then the sale is harder 
to make. Especially in the Italian  
neighborhood the words ‘socialist 
paper’ seem to work wonders.”

*  *  *

H. N ew ell of A llen to w n  finds 
the fo llo w in g  procedure he lp fu l 
in  se llin g  subs to  The M ilitan t. 
“ I  believe o ffe r in g  a sample 
paper is a g re a t help in  se lling . 
The person rece iv ing  the copy is 
¡obligated to  lis te n  to  an exp lana
tion  o f the paper and th is  keeps 
the  w o rke r fro m  g e ttin g  in  a 
‘no ’ channel before an exp lana
tio n  can be made. U su a lly  i f  you 
can exp la in  w ha t the  paper is,
the w o rke r w i l l  buy..”

*  *  *

One o f ou r readers, B. Z. o f 
A r lin g to n , Wash., w ants to  have 
back years o f The M ilitan t fo r  his 
lib ra ry . He w rite s : “ I  would like  
some bound volumes o f The M ili
tant, as m any o f the  years as 
possible. Y o u r agent K e lly  o f 
Seattle in fo rm ed me th a t you m ay 
no t have any issues as fa r  back 
as 1939.”

We have bound volumes o f The 
M il ita n t  beg inn ing  1939 th rough  
1944 and w il l  be g lad to  supply
prices upon request.

*  *  *

The following letter from Bill

Crane o f M ilw aukee is typ ica l o f 
the many reports  th a t en tire  
fam ilies  are reading and en joy ing 
The M il ita n t :  “ Enclosed is one 
do lla r fo r  a one-year renewal. The 
comrade who go t the renewal re 
ports  the paper is w e ll received 
and liked by every member o f th is  
N egro fa m ily .”

* * *
A  subscriber in  Tacubaya, 

Mexico, comments apprec ia tive ly  
about The M il ita n t :  “ I  have re 
cen tly  been rece iv ing y o u r pub
lica tion  ir re g u la r ly  and should 
there fore  like  to fo rw a rd  you an
o ther address. I  g re a tly  en joy the 
paper and find  i t  ex trem e ly  
usefu l. I t  is  p leasing to note th a t 
in  the fu tu re  i t  is  to  be enlarged 
to e igh t pages.”

*  *  *

I. Cope o f Youngstown says, 
“ Some o f the people we’ve ap
proached fo r  subscrip tions have 
been happy to  find  a paper like  
ours, one th a t te lls  the tru th , and 
are p ro m is in g  to be ‘sub -ge tters ’ 
themselves.”

M any o f ou r subscribers are 
he lp ing  us w iden the c irc le  o f 
M il i ta n t  readers by passing th e ir  
copy on to  a fr ie n d  o r by g e ttin g  
th e ir  fe llow -w o rke rs  to  subscribe. 
W e in v ite  a ll o f  ou r readers to 
jo in  the M IL IT A N T  A R M Y . Get 
yo u r frien ds  to read The M ilita n t.

Pioneer
Notes

MILITANT PACE-SETTERS
N A M E B R A N C H SUB-SO LD

J e rry  K ir k D e tro it 110
M ike  W arren W est Side, New  Y o rk 100
Sam R ichter Chicago 70
M arion  W in te rs B rook lyn , New Y o rk 65
E. D. D e tro it 59
Robert K enda ll Toledo ' 53
B. Haynes Chicago 52
Fred K am insky B u ffa lo 44
Dennis O’Kenney A kron 42
Irv in g  N o rth D e tro it 38
J. W ilson Youngstown 37
Joe P. M organ Toledo 37
Leo E ast Side, Los Angeles 35
Dan Roberts South Side, Los Angeles 35
Ruth Grayson T ro ts k y is t Y ou th  Group, N . Y . 34
Justine  Lang East Side, New Y o rk 33
H. N ew ell A llen tow n 33
Ju lie Centra l B ranch, Los Angeles 33
Frances Roberts South Side, Los Angeles 31
Charles C holly Toledo 31
C lara  Lom bardo B u ffa lo 30
B il l  Graves B u ffa lo 30

The Socia list Appeal, paper o f 
the B r it is h  T ro tsky is ts , carries 
a s to ry  about the w orkers in  the 
heart o f the an th rac ite  coal m in 
in g  va lleys o f Wales. U nder the 
pressure o f w a rtim e  repressions 
and hardships, these m iners are 
m oving ra p id ly  to  the le ft.

The T ro tsky  is), lite ra tu re  sales
men re p o rt: “ W e have received 
a m agnificent response and there 
is a g row ing  demand fo r  our 
pamphlets. The A.B.C. o f T ro t
skyism  —  the testim ony o f Com
rade Cannon in  the A m erican la-1 
bour t r ia l  —  is very  much in  de
mand. 150 copies have been sold 
and the w orkers have expressed 
the op in ion tha t th is  is w hat they 
have been w a itin g  fo r :  an easy 
exposition o f the whole socia lis t 
case.”

A nd elsewhere in  E ng land : 
“ Our papers arc se lling  ve ry  w e ll 
and Cannon’s tes tim ony —  the 
A.B.C. o f T ro tsky ism — is se lling  
a lm ost as fa s t as the Appeals. 
There is a tremendous demand 
fo r  le ft-w in g  lite ra tu re .”

The A.B.C . o f T ro tsky ism , pub
lished in  the U n ited  States under 
the t it le ,  Socialism  on T r ia l,  has 
proved as popu la r here as i t  has 
abroad. Tens o f thousands o f 
Am erican w orkers  have come to 
know th is  pam phlet as “ a p rim e r 
o f socialism .”

Socialism  on T r ia l by James P. 
Cannon —  112 pages —  10c. O r
der from  Pioneer Publishers, 116 
U n ive rs ity  Place, New Y o rk  3, 
N . Y.

a ll such fu tu re  conferences m ust 
be the discussion o f ways and 
means o f m aking  The M il ita n t  a 
more popu la r w o rk in g  - class 
paper,”  said Comrade Dobbs in 
his opening rem arks to the In 
s titu te . B acking up his statem ent 
w ith  s ta tis tics  fro m  the success
fu l cam paign fo r  new M ilita n t 
readers conducted in 1944 and the 
s t i l l  m ore successful sub cam 
pa ign now in progress, he w ent 
on to  say, “ The Socia list W o rk 
ers P a rty  m em bership is demon
s tra t in g  in  m ost s tr ik in g  fash ion 
th a t The M ilita n t is  en te ring  the 
stage o f mass c ircu la tio n .”

The needs o f educated M a rx is ts  
m ust a lw ays be considered by 
The M il ita n t  s ta ff,  Comrade 
Dobbs po inted out, b u t the m ain 
task now is to  a ttra c t and hold 
the m any thousands o f new w o rk 
er-readers o f the paper.

The add ition  o f more cartoons, 
d raw ings and p ic tu res ; the pub
lica tion  in seria l fo rm  o f the g reat 
labor novels o f the past; the 
provision o f m ore lig h t, sho rt 
fea tures were among the m any 
suggestions made by Comrade 
Dobbs fo r  “ lig h te n in g  up and 
b righ te n in g  up the paper.”

S tressing the  im portance o f 
g e ttin g  news fro m  the  fie ld, 
Dobbs proposed the im m ediate ex
pansion o f the “ W orke rs ’ F o ru m ” 
as the  f irs t  step in  th is  d irection . 
The po ss ib ility  o f o rg an iz in g  a 
tra in in g  school in  jo u rn a lis tic  
techniques fo r  w orker-correspon
dents in  the various loca lities was 
also discussed.

P LA N S  FO R  P A P E R
Unable to  a ttend the  M il ita n t  

In s titu te  because o f illness, M o rris  
Stein, A c tin g  N a tion a l S ecre tary 
o f the Socia list W orkers  P a rty , 
sent a s ta tem ent wh ich urged the 
necessity o f “ im p rov ing , the  co
o rd ina tion  between the hundreds 
o f M il ita n t  agents in  the fie ld 
and the e d ito r ia l s ta f f  in  the 
center.”  R ank and file  comrades 
in  touch w ith  the  thousands o f 
new readers o f The M il ita n t  
“ m ust become an in te g ra l p a r t o f 
th e  nerve system o f ou r press,”  
he said. “ They can tra n s m it the 
fee lings, the  sentim ents and the 
reac tions o f ou r w orker-readers 
to  the  center, w h ich w ill,  in  tu rn , 
make the center m ore sensitive 
tow ards the  needs o f the fie ld - 
w orkers and the w orker-readers.”

O ffe r in g  m any c ritic ism s  o f the 
language and s ty le  o f The M il i 
ta n t, Comrade Stein said, “ I  be
lieve the re  is n o t enough f ig h t 
in  the  paper.”  He illu s tra te d  his 
rem ark by reference to  a rad io 
a ttack  which had been made on 
the m ine w orkers by W a lte r 
W inche ll. “ I t  is our job  to  jum p 
in to  such a f ig h t and sw ing w ith  
eve ry th ing  we have. . . Everybody 
enjoys a good f ig h t and the w o rk 
ers are p a rtic u la r ly  eager i f  
somebody champions th e ir  cause 
and does i t  s k i l l fu l ly . ”

R e flec tin g  th e ir  awareness o f 
the  problem  o f appealing to  .the 
thousands o f new M il ita n t  read
ers, members o f the M il ita n t  s ta f f  
who pa rtic ip a ted  in  the discussion 
w h ich  fo llow ed had m any con
crete suggestions fo r  popu la riz ing  
the paper. A l l  o f the  comments, 
ideas and suggestions made by 
the  pa rtic ip an ts  in  .the M il ita n t  
In s titu te  w i l l  be published in the 
next issue o f the S oc ia lis t W o rk 
ers P a rty  B u ilde r.

The members o f the e d ito r ia l

s ta f f  o f The M il ita n t  hope th a t 
the pub lica tion  o f the m a te ria l 
fro m  th is  f ir s t  M il ita n t  In s titu te  
w i l l  s tim u la te  discussion in  the 
p a rty , especia lly am ong the 
M il ita n t  agents, said Comrade 
Dobbs in  sum m ariz ing  the discus
sion. I f  m ore con tribu tions  can 
be obtained fro m  the fie ld  w o rk 
ers, who are in  close touch w ith  
the new w orker-readers, a long  
step w ill have been taken tow a rd  
m ak ing  The M il ita n t  a rea l mass 
paper.

New York Forum 
To Hear Lecture 
On German Events

N E W  Y O R K , M arch 18— “ Ger
many, The K ey to Europe’s F ate ,”  
w i l l  be the top ic  o f the  next Sun
day N ig h t F o rum  to  be held on 
M arch 25 a t 8 P. M. a t the  New 
Y o rk  School o f Social Science, 
116 U n iv e rs ity  Place. Comrade 
H a rry  F ranke l w i l l  be the 
speaker.

T o n ig h t the fo ru m  comme
m orated the  74th ann iversary  o f 
the P aris  Commune. Comrade 
H a rry  Robinson, organ izer o f the 
N ew ark Branch o f the Socia lis t 
W orkers P a rty , discussed the  
significance o f the  Commune fo r  
the w o rkers  in th e ir  s trugg les to 
day. F o u r be a u tifu l posters by 
Paul K in g  depicted the  con tinua
tion  o f the s tru g g le  o f the  w o rk 
ing class fo r  soc ia lis t freedom  
fro m  the P aris  Commune to  the  
c o m i n g  European revo lu tion .

N. Y. Local To Hold 
Masquerade Ball

N E W  Y O R K , M arch 18 —  The 
“ M il ita n t  M asquerade”  planned 
fo r  S atu rday Even ing, M arch  24, 
fro m  8 p. m. to m id n ig h t p rom 
ises to  be one o f the gayest a f
fa irs  ever presented to  the  N ew  
Y o rk  Local o f the S ocia lis t 
W orkers  P a rty . Festive  decora
tions, en te rta inm en t, and re fresh 
ments are planned, w ith  a cos
tum e promenade as the fea tu re  o f 
the evening.

F ive  prizes w i l l  be awarded fo t  
the m ost o r ig in a l costumes. A l l  
readers o f The M il ita n t  are in 
v ited  to a ttend a t 116 U n iv e rs ity  
Place, N. Y .

Socialist Youth 
Forum Is Held

N E W  Y O R K , M arch 16 —  A n  
audience o f 37 young w orkers and 
students heard Comrade Ralph 
Boer o f the T ro ts k y is t Y ou th  
Group, speak on Germ any a t the 
S ocia lis t Y ou th  F orum  to n ig h t. 
Questions and discussion fo llow ed 
the presentation.

Tw o young people jo ined the 
T ro ts k y is t Y ou th  Group a t the 
close o f the fo rum .

A ll  young readers o f The M il i 
ta n t are in v ite d  to  attend these 
fo rum s w h ich  are held every F r i 
day 8 p. m. a t the New  Y o rk  
School o f Social Science, 116 U n i
v e rs ity  Place.

THE M IL ITA N T
may now be purchased a t 

242 Broadway, San Diego, CaL

Youngstown Accepts Challenge  
O f A k ro n  Contender

W ith all due respect to the fighting prowess of young 
Denny O’Kenny, Youngstown Socialist Workers P arty throws 
into the ring Veteran Battler Phil Russo, 67 years old, but a 
newcomer of three months in our local A. C.

Battling Phil wasn’t sure it would be fa ir  to pitch his 
years of experience in the ring of life  against Akron’s novice. 
I t  was only with fast talking we convinces him not to take on 
the whole Akron A. C.

“ W hat,” says Phil, “only 85 quota! I t  ain’t  fa ir to wallop a 
young fighter the first time in the ring.”

W e talks faster than him, though, and so he’s ki there 
fighting, but Akron A . C. better look to its laurels. Battling  
Phil says, “ I ’ll fight young Denny with one hand, and take  
the other two O’Kenny’s w ith the other.”

Youngstown A. C. offers as its h a lf of the purse, “The 
History of American Trotskyism.”

The fight’s on, the bell for round one has rung, and our 
boy’s already in there battling.

Just before entering the ring, Phil turns to me and says, 
“ I  ain’t  been licked often, but i t  would make me happy, for 
the first time in my life, to take a lickin’.”

W e know him, though, and it ’s going to take a lot to lick 
our man.

I. COPE, Youngstown Campaign Manager
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British Accused Of Assisting Fascist Roatta’s Escape;
Masses Indignant At Close Of Collaborationists’ Trials

By Larissa Reed
W ith the chief criminal, General Mario Roatta, still at 

large, the tria l of 15 fascist leaders in Rome was brought to an 
end on March 12. Roatta was sentenced to life imprisonment in 
his absence. Of the seven fascists in the courtroom three were 
found guilty and four were acquitted. Fulvio Suvich, ex
ambassador to the U. S., and Lieut. Gen. Francesco- Jacomoni, 
former viceroy of Albania, each got 24 year terms. Jacomoni 
sought to escape judgment by the court on the plea that he had 
acted as representative of the House of Savoy in Albania. The 
only death penalty,was meted out to Filippo. Anfuso, Mussolini’s 
ambassador to Berlin, but he®------------------------------- —-------------

f e -
- e -

D em onstra tion in  Rome

was not present in the court
room and remains safe in the 
north.

The N . Y . T im es correspondent 
po in ts  ou t th a t the  fe w  severe 
sentences were handed down la r 
ge ly  because o f the pub lic  in d ig n 
a tion  aroused by R oa tta ’s “ es
cape.”  These fasc is t leaders were 
n o t tr ie d  fo r  th e ir  crimes against 
the  Ita lia n  people as fasc is ts  bu t 
sole ly on the basis o f ac ting  
aga inst the in te rests o f I ta ly ’s 
new fo re ig n  po licy. The w ay has 
been le f t  open fo r  th e ir  sentences 
to  be remanded once public in 
d ign a tion  dies down.

The rea l a tt itu d e  o f the  cou rt 
to w a rd  the  crim es o f these fa s 
cists was shown by the ve rd ic t in  
the  damage s u it b rough t by  the 
fa m ilie s  o f the  R oselli b ro thers 
aga inst R oa tta  and fo u r  others. 
These o ffic ia ls  o f M usso lin i’s re 
g im e had helped organize the 
m urde r o f the  tw o  a n ti-fa sc is t 
leaders o f the  A c tio n  P a rty . The 
cou rt awarded on ly  nom inal dam
ages o f tw o  lire  —  tw o  cents —■ 
aga inst each o f the five accom
plices in  the assassination o f the 
Rosellis. “ The conclusion o f the 
costly  and to rtuous  t r ia l  is  sure 
to  d isappoint m any Ita lia n s ,”  ob
serves the N . Y . T im es.

The anger o f the  Roman people 
aga inst these fa rc ic a l “ purge”  
t r ia ls  and especially over the 
f l ig h t  o f R oatta  w h ich  fla re d  up 
in  the  colossal mass dem onstra
tions a t the  Q u irin a l Palace la s t 
week was again expressed the 
day a fte r  the t r ia ls  closed. A n  
a tte m p t was made to  assassinate 
B e rlingue r, h igh  commissioner 
fo r  punishm ent o f fasc is t crimes.

The Bonom l a u tho ritie s  have 
made no serious e ffo r ts  to  find 
and apprehend Roatta. Accusing 
the  B r it is h  o f a rra n g in g  the es
cape o f R oatta  fro m  Rome, col

um n is t D rew  Pearson declares 
th a t he is now in  Bengasi under 
B r it is h  pro tection . A ccord ing  to 
the M arch 13 PM , “ i t  has been 
adm itted  in  London th a t R oatta  
knows a good deal about P rim e 
M in is te r C h u rch ill’s e a rlie r re la 
tions w ith  B en ito  M usso lin i and 
about B r ita in ’s s c u ttlin g  o f Gen. 
D razha M ikha ilov ich , C hetn ik  ex
leader in  Yugoslavia . R oa tta ’s 
te s tim o n y  before a Roman cou rt,* 
the re fo re , m ig h t have proved a 
l i t t le  embarrassing.'”

Cases o f B r it is h  pro tec tion  o f 
known fasc is ts  are no t a t a ll un 
common. In  re p o rtin g  the a rres t 
o f A lessandro C h iavo lin i, fo rm e r 
p r iva te  secre tary to  M usso lin i, 
the M arch 14 N. Y. H era ld  T r i 
bune reveals th a t th is  prom inen t 
fasc is t has been liv in g  openly, 
a t his v il la  behind the Colosseum, 
sha ring  i t  w ith  five B r it is h  o f f i
cers. I t  goes on to  say th a t “ A l
lied o ffic ia ls  were unperturbed 
when the y  learned a fu g it iv e  fro m  
an ti-F a sc is t sanctions had been 
liv in g  in  an o ffice rs ’ mess. They 
said there  was no question o f m il
ita ry  secu rity  involved, and th a t 
the d iscovery and punishm ent o f 
Fascists is sole ly the  I ta lia n  gov
e rnm en t’s resp o n s ib ility .”

C h iavo lin i became ed ito r o f La 
Lom bard ia  and I I  Popolo d’ lta l ia ,  
and pa rtic ip a ted  in  a m eeting a t 
the P iazza Sepolero where the 
Fascis t movem ent was launched 
in M arch 1919. U nde r M usso lin i 
he came to  be known as “ the 
L it t le  M in is te r”  and was po pu la r
ly  believed to have made h im se lf 
a m illio na ire .

I f  B r it is h  o ffic ia ls  can openly 
patron ize so in tim a te  an associate 
o f M usso lin i, i t  is  n o t a t a ll un
lik e ly  th a t they could also help 
arrange the  escape and provide 
sanctuary fo r  the fasc is t butcher 
R oatta .

D ram atic  photograph o f the huge w o rk in g  class dem onstra
tio n  a t the Colosseum in  Rome on M arch 6 in  p ro tes t aga inst the 
“ escape”  o f the fasc is t General Roatta.

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  N o t e s

Belgium
The Socia l-Dem ocratic P re 

m ie r o f B elg ium , A c h ille  van 
A cker, has run  in to  a stone w a ll 
o f ca p ita lis t opposition in  h is a t
te m p t to  solve the  cou n try ’s c r i t 
ica l food s itua tion . ' A  b i l l to  give 
the  P rem ier special powers to 
padlock b lack m arke t estab lish
ments was blocked by the  reac
tio n a ry  Roman C atho lic  P a rty  in  
the Senate. Besides s to rm in g  and 
ra g in g  van A cke r can conceive o f 
no o the r move than to  re tu rn  to 
P a rliam e n t w ith  another b ill.

The Roman C atholic P a rty , in  
the  words o f a correspondent fo r  
the C h ris tian  Science M on ito r, 
“ represents the th in k in g  o f B e l
g ium ’s lead ing in d u s tr ia lis ts  and 
these are ev iden tly  fe a rfu l th a t 
the cou n try ’s economic system 
w ill be a lte red to  th e ir  de trim en t 
by co llective  o r soc ia liz ing  meas
ures.”

To p ro te c t th e ir  p ro fits  and 
r ig h ts  o f exp lo ita tion  the capi
ta lis ts  are ready to  b r in g  even 
g rea te r fam ine  to  the  country. 
“ W ith  un rest p e rs is tin g ,”  says 
the M on ito r rep o rte r, “ signs po in t 
to some degree o f showdown be
tween the Roman Catholics and 
L e f t  elements on how to  restore 
order.”

•2m

Ecuador
The s to rm y m ovem ent to  oust 

the d ic ta to rs  in  m any South A m -

CLEVELAND
W eekly S tudy Class in

BASIC PRINCIPLES OF 
M A R X IS M

Thursday Evenings, 8 p. m.

PECK H A LL
1446 E. 82 St., O ff  Wade P ark  

Auspices: Cleveland Branch, SWP

erican countries found expression 
in  Ecuador when on M arch 10th 
an ang ry  crowd besieged a s6s 
sion o f the N a tion a l Assem bly in  
Q uito.

W hen the  Assem bly decided to 
postpone action on a p o lit ic a l am 
nesty b i l l i t  had been debating, 
the crowd in  the ga lle ries s ta rted  
a dem onstra tion . The ga lle ries 
were cleared b u t the  crowd w a it
ed outside fo r  the  le g is la to rs  to 
emerge. O nly by a ruse d id  the 
members o f the Assem bly f in a lly  
sneak ou t o f the bu ild in g  un
harmed.

Egypt
The race fo r  o il quickens its  

pace in  the M iddle East. As a 
re su lt o f Roosevelt’s pos t-Y a lta  
“ prospecting”  in  the company o f 
the k ings  o f E g y p t and Saudi A r 
abia, A m erican  im p eria lism  is 
s tak ing  its  cla im s in  te r r ito ry  
fo rm e rly  reserved fo r  England 

Representatives o f S tandard 
O il now s it  on the  Board o f D i
rectors o f the new “ M ine and Pe
tro leum  Association o f E g y p t”  
created under th e  supervis ion o f 
the governm ent. Subsid iaries o f 
S tandard O il are d r i l l in g  fo r  o il 
in  E g yp tia n  te r r ito ry  in  compet
itio n  w ith  B r it is h  firm s. A n  A m  
erican V ice-P resident o f the M ine 
and Petro leum  Association, B e r
nard  Holm an, is pro fessor o f 
M inero logy and M e ta llu rg y  in  the 
new ly created M in in g  D epa rt
m ent o f the Fuad E l A w a l U n i
v e rs ity  in  Cairo.

Yugoslavia
In  a broadcast fille d  w ith  

prom ises to  a llow  fre e  elections 
and raise the standard o f liv in g , 
M arsha l T ito , the  S ta lin is t P re
m ie r o f Y ugoslavia , renewed his 
pledge to  m a in ta in  the  system  o f

c a p ita lis t exp lo ita tio n  in  th a t 
country.

“ The governm ent,”  he said, 
“ w i l l  guarantee com plete fre e 
dom and assistance to  p r iv a te  in 
it ia t iv e  and economy, w ith o u t 
w h ich the speedy reconstruction  
o f our coun try  cannot be con
ceived.”

B e tra y in g  the  o r ig in a l aims o f 
the P artisan  ranks in  Yugoslavia 
who shed th e ir  blood in  b it te r  
co n flic t aga inst the  landowners 
and in d u s tr ia lis t co llabora to rs o f 
the Nazis, T ito  procla im ed th a t 
the governm ent would “ give a ll 
those led astray  the op po rtun ity  
to make amends fo r  th e ir  erro rs 
in the past by honest w ork .”

F in a lly , in  d irec t opposition to  
the e a rly  tendencies w ith in  the 
P artisan  m ovem ent fo r  un ifica 
tio n  and federa tion  o f a ll Balkan 
peoples, T ito  now rev ives the  old 
im p e ria lis t and expansion ist p o li
cies o f the Serbian ru l in g  class. 
“ The governm ent,”  he said, “ w il l 
do eve ry th in g  so th a t our na tion 
al te rr ito r ie s  th a t rem ained ou t
side the  borders o f our S tate 
a fte r  W orld  W a r I  m ay be 
un ited .”

‘MILITANT’S’ TRAILBLAZERS 
SEND FIRST REPORT ON WORK

Eager to open up fresh fields in The M ilitan t subscription 
campaign, two women campaigners have gone out into new ter
ritories to acquaint workers with our paper. The first stop of 
these M ilitan t trail-blazers is in the Allentown and Bethlehem 
districts of Pennsylvania. We are publishing parts of their first 
reports to the Campaign Director. They have already obtained 
108 subscriptions. In- subsequent issues we w ill publish further

^accounts of their experiences. 
M arch 13— “ W e have had the 

best resu lts  w ith  steel w orkers 
p a r t ly  due to  the  fa c t th a t nine 
ou t o f ten o f the  men here are in  
steel, b u t also la rg e ly  because o f 
the appeal o f K ova lesky ’s column 
and V . G rey ’s Shop T a lks  on 
Socialism . The a rtic le  on the 
L i t t le  Steel fo rm u la  and the  elec
tions in  steel in  the M arch 3 
M il ita n t  likew ise  has a ttrac ted  
and in terested these steel w o rk 
ers.

“ W e ran  in to  an obstacle a t 
f ir s t  when we presented The 
M il ita n t  s im p ly  as a paper fo r  
labor. E v e ry  household here a l
ready receives the un ion local 
paper— the press o f the  local 
labo r council, etc. W hen we began 
to  present The M il ita n t  as a 
fig h tin g  w o rkers ’ paper w ith  a 
class s tru g g le  p rog ram  ou r score 
began to  rise. N o w  by and la rge  
we are se lling  ou r paper fo r  w ha t 
i t  is— a class paper w ith  a class 
line.

S C R U T IN IZ E  P A P E R
“ The w o rk in g  men p r ic k  up 

th e ir  ears when we exp la in  th a t 
The M il ita n t  characterized the 
W LB  as a graveya rd  fo r  union 
grievances fro m  the  s ta r t  and 
th a t we ppposed the N o-S trike  
P ledge fro m  the  v e ry  b .g in n in g  
as a d isa rm ing  o f th e  w o rk in g  
class. M any, w h ile  non-com
m itta l,  scru tin ize  The M il ita n t  
th o ro ug h ly  and then— buy. O ften 
we re a lly  have f ir s t  to  convince 
them th a t i t  is m ore than an 
in fo rm a tio n  paper. Since m ost o f 
the men have been- in  the m ills  
fo r  years— some fo r  decades—  
the y  know th e ir  in d u s try  and 
th e ir  problem s. They seem to 
w a n t an answer to  the  general 
problem s o f labor.

“ Las t n ig h t we ta lked  to  a 
fo rm e r U M W  man— one o f  the 
few  w e’ve ru n  in to  who are re 
cen tly  fro m  the coal fields. He 
resisted u n t il w e’d convinced h im  
th a t The M il ita n t  re a lly  ta lked 
o u t aga inst the bosses. W hen we 
le f t  he to ld  us th a t w h a t he 
wanted was a fig h tin g  paper fo r  
w orkers, and th a t he’d fee l p re tty  
sore i f  he’d been fooled again. 
You can im agine how satis fied  
th is  w o rke r w i l l  be w ith  The 
M il ita n t .  A  few  day? ago tw o  
women whose men had likew ise  
come in  fro m  the m ines took The 
M il i ta n t  as soon as we to ld  them 
about its  p rogram . W e have sold 
every fo rm e r m ine w o rke r we’ve 
encountered.

“ In  Bethlehem th ree  o f our 
subscrip tions w en t to  colored 
w orkers. These th ree  were the 
on ly  Negroes we have m et, and 
a ll o f them  arc  in  steel. Several 
o f the Bethlehem subs were taken 
by ve ry  young w orkers— likew ise 
m a in ly  in  steel.”

M arch 14— “ From  the resu lts  
fro m  the fo rm e r U M W  men w e’ve 
come across here th e y ’l l  su re ly

Philippines
The A llie d  p a tte rn  o f d isarm  

in g  P artisan bands in  order to 
keep firm  con tro l in  the  hands o f 
the conquering power is now  be
in g  repeated in  the  Philipp ines.

A  special dispatch to  the N . Y. 
H era ld  T ribu ne  (Feb. 1 3 tli)  te lls  
o f the d isa rm in g  o f the H ukba l- 
ahap ( “ H uks” ) g u e rr illa s  o u t
side M an ila  by  37th D iv is io n  in 
fan trym e n . T h e s e  P artisan 
bands, named the “ Peoples’ A rm y  
A g a in s t the  Japanese,”  are called 
“ com m unistic”  by the Am erican 
M il i ta ry  Command.

They operated behind A m e ri
can lines in  T arlac  and Papangua 
Provinces d isa rm in g  the Q u is ling  
forces o f A m erican im peria lism  
and s e ttin g  up th e ir  own local 
governm ents in  v illages they 
took over. F ilip in o s  assigned to  
govern under A m erican  superv i
sion were a fra id  to  rem ain in  o f
fice in  areas where the “ H uks”  
were s trong . M ore tha n  1000 
“ H uks”  attem pted to  en ter M an
ila  w ith  arm s b u t were turned 
back fo u r m iles no rth  o f the  
c ity .

A s in  I ta ly ,  F rance and B e l
g ium , A m erican  commanders are 
d isa rm ing  these pa rtisans under 
the p re te x t th a t the y  “ cannot 
r is k  c iv il w a r a long th e ir  supply 
and com m unication lines and have 
been forced to  deal f irm ly  w ith  
a l l fac tions.”

OPPOSITION TO NAZI RULE 
SPREADING IN GERMANY

(Continued from  page 1)

tr ie d  to  fo rce  the s tr ike rs  back to 
work.

The m ost m il ita n t  action occur
red in  the A tla s  A ir c ra f t  m otor 
fa c to ry  in the  N o rth  B e rlin  sub
urb o f Re in ickendorf. Shaw re 
ports th a t the w orkers there had 
long been dissatisfied w ith  the 
food provided a t the fa c to ry  can
teen and th e ir  d is illus ionm ent 
over the scotching o f the peace 
rum ors goaded them  in to  action. 
Members o f the w o rkers ’ delega
tion  th a t com plained to the p lan t 
management about the food were 
arrested by the Gestapo ju s t as a 
new s h ift  was go ing  to work. 
The w orkers  o f the new s h ift  
stoned the Gestapo agents and 
then refused to work.

O pposition to H it le r  has grown 
so s trong  in  M unich th a t the lo
cal ga u le ite r has warned Nazi o f
ficers to  avoid c irc u la tin g  in the 
workers sections o f the c ity  be
cause the police are no longer 
able to  guarantee th e ir  safe ty. 
M unich was the b irthp lace  o f the 
N azi movement.

The D a c h a u  concentration, 
camp, one ox the la rg e s t prisons 
fo r  revo lu tiona ry  and com m unist 
workers, has become a center of 
s tru g g le  aga inst the N azi regime.

Huge a n ti-w a r s tr ikes  have 
broken ou t in  Bremen. B eg inn ing 
in  the m un itions Ind us try  on the 
o u ts k ir ts  o f the  c ity , the s trikes 
qu ick ly  spread to  the  shipyards 
and o ther industries in  the c ity  
proper. These were m ilita n t,  rev
o lu tio na ry  dem onstrations where 
the s tr ike rs  paraded up and down 
Brem en’s streets shou ting  “ Down 
w ith  the w a r! Down w ith  H it le r !  
Down w ith  the  N a z is !”  W hen 
SS troops tr ie d  to  disperse the 
dem onstra tors bloody clashes en
sued in  w h ich the  w orkers fo u g h t 
back w ith  arm s as w e ll as bare 
hands.

A n  ou ts tand ing  aspect o f 
these dem onstrations was the sol
id a r ity  o f the fo re ig n  workers 
w ith  th e ir  German bro thers. Con
t r a r y  to  the  expectations —  and 
hopes —  in  the camp o f the  “ B ig  
Three,”  instead o f fra tr ic id a l 
s tr ife  between German and fo r 
eign w orkers, there is u n ity  in  
s trugg le !

The Swedish re p o rte r says the 
s tr ik in g  dem onstra tors “ were 
shouting  in  I  don’t  know  how 
many d iffe re n t languages. I t  was 
a ll one roa r.”

In  B runsw ick —  where 1,000, 
000 fo re ig n  w orkers o f 32 d if fe r  
ent na tion a litie s  are employed —  
the  w orkers  o f the g ia n t H e r
mann G oering w orks refused to

Reaction of Soldiers 
To Hate-Propaganda

A m erican soldiers, bom bard
ed w ith  hate-propaganda p ic
tu r in g  a ll Germans as in hu 
man beasts, are subject to  
a $65 fine fo r  “ fra te rn iz in g ”  
w ith  c iv ilians . A n  Am erican 
sergeant, in  one o f the  f irs t  
un its  to  enter Cologne, de
scribes the tru e  reaction o f 
m ost servicemen to  th is  cam
pa ign o f hate.

“ They (the  c iv ilia n s ) were 
m ostly  ch ild ren and old peo
ple —  ju s t s o rt o f helpless 
and glad they were n o t being 
k illed . I t ’s hard to  keep th a t 
icy  f ro n t  when people act 
fr ie n d ly ; also we Am ericans 
used to  have some respect fo r  
old fo lks .

“ We are supposed to  hate 
people —  be ve ry  tough cus
tom ers. B u t as soon as the 
f ig h tin g  is over i t  w orks ju s t 
the  o ther w ay —  we begin to  
fee l s o rry  fo r  them . Non- 
fra te rn iz a tio n  w orks i f  some
body is there  w ith  a club, bu t 
r ig h t  a t the f ro n t  where a 
so ld ie r is  r is k in g  death you 
cannot scare h im  w ith  a $65 
fine.”

THE ROAD TO FREEDOM 
FOR PEOPLE OF POLAND

buy The M il ita n t .  W h a t gems 
they  are. W e can sell them  subs 
b u t we have to  prove i t ’s no 
sissy paper f irs t !  They w a n t to 
f ig h t, these boys— and th e ir  w ives 
are r ig h t  a long side w ith  th e ir  
fis ts  clenched. They do have a 
w a rm  sm ile  fo r  us, though, and 
i t  is  hearten ing.

“ One o f our new frien ds  on 
whom  we called back because she 
was so darned nice, sent us to  
her ne ighbor— also a fo rm e r m i
ner— fo r  a sub. W e g o t i t  and were 
agreeably surp rised to  find  a 
w e ll-read w o rke r acquainted w ith  
T ro ts k y ’s h is to ry — and w ise to 
the  ro le  o f the  S ta lin is ts !

“ A no the r Greek woman who’d 
asked us to  come back and w ith  
whom  we’d le f t  a sample M il i 
ta n t, subscribed and complained 
th a t her husband and k ids had 
monopolized the  paper and she 
hadn’t  had a s ing le  chance to  see 
i t . ”  I

re tu rn  to th e ir  jobs a f te r  an air
ra id . O n ly the th re a t o f in s ta n t 
death a t the po in t o f m achine- 
guns forced them  back.

D efeatism  is sweeping the land. 
The people are s ick o f the  w ar. 
B e r lin  is fu l l  o f deserters who, 
having f lu n g  aw ay th e ir  u n i
fo rm s, p row l the streets a t n ig h t 
and hide in  the daytim e.

Y O U T H  R E B E L L IO U S
The Germ an youth, b ro ug h t up 

and educated under the  N az i re 
g in ie , are in fected w ith  the re 
bellious moods sweeping th rough  
the country . A n  18 year old 
member o f an a n t i-a irc ra ft  gun 
crew was quoted as saying th a t 
60 pe r cent o f the boys in  his 
o u tfit, ran g ing  fro m  the ages of 
15 to 18, are aga inst the  H it le r  
reg im e and many have deserted.

A n  a rtic le  in  a Swiss paper re 
ports  th a t a crowd o f German 
women in the tow n o f F re ig u r- 
g im bre isgau accosted th ree  sol
diers and urged them  to  th ro w  
aw ay th e ir  guns and re tu rn  home. 
In  H anover a fte r  an a ir  ra id  a 
woman, whose home was p a r tly  
demolished by bombs, seized a 
p ic tu re  o f H it le r  hang ing  on the 
w a ll and dashed i t  to  pieces.

W hen SS men attem pted to  a r 
res t the wom an he r husband a t
tacked them  w ith  a crow bar. A n  
an g ry  crowd, shouting  curses a t 
the  Nazis, accompanied the man 
and his w ife  to  SS headquarters.

A  Swiss paper estim ates th a t 
80-90 percent o f the  Germans are 
aga inst the w a r and openly den
ounce the N azi leaders. The re 
c u rre n t th re a t is heard:

“ W hen the tim e  comes we 
alone know who we have to  
shoot.”

G ESTAPO  TE R R O R
H im m le r m ust em ploy the  m ost 

naked, m ost b ru ta l methods o f re 
pression to  keep the N azi reg im e 
fro m  crum b lin g  com plete ly. H ow 
ard K. Sm ith , broadcasting fro m  
conquered German te r r ito ry  over 
the Colum bia ne tw ork , said:

“ Gestapo headquarters and 
prisons p lus th e ir  inm ates have 
fa lle n  in to  ou r hands. In  the past 
year the inm ates te ll us these 
prisons have been o ve rflow ing  
w ith  German tra ito rs . Cells made 
fo r  tw o  prisoners have been pack
ed w ith  up to  21 prisoners.

“ On each day o r execution, the 
prisoners said, they  were a ll 
b rought ou t o f th e ir  cells and in to  
the  cou rtya rd  to  wateh the  hang
ing . Some o f them  were then 
released to  spread th e ir  stories 
o f eye-witness h o rro r about the 
c ity .”

S m ith  goes on to  describe w hy 
H it le r ’s doom is sealed. The Nazi 
p a r ty  has lo s t its  fo llo w in g  in  
the  one section o f the  popu la tion  
where i t  fo rm e r ly  found  strong  
support.

“ F o r me,”  says S m ith , “ by  fa r  
the m ost im p o rta n t th in g  I ’ve 
seen in  ou r m il ita ry  excursion 
in to  Germ any has been the  end 
o f the German m iddle classes, the 
d islodgem ent o f th a t keystone o f 
German society. T h e ir financia l 
basis fo r  existence as a m iddle 
class has been depleted. T h e ir 
every possession has been ir re -  
m ediably smashed by th e ir  
b row n -sh irted  ‘saviors.’ I ’ v e  
spent a lo t  o f tim e  ta lk in g  to  
them  in  Cologne and Muenchen- 
Gladbach and a t Coblenz in  the 
past week and I  th in k  th e ir  ex
pressions o f d is illus ion  are gen
uine. They ’re in  a mood which 
w ith  some leadership could be 
called ‘re vo lu tio n a ry ’.”

There is no doubt th a t these 
m iddle class m illio ns  are now 
look ing  fo r  th a t leadership in  the 
in d u s tr ia l p ro le ta r ia t o f Germ any 
which is a lready on the m arch.

No wonder the conspirators a t 
Y a lta  decided to hack Germ any to 
pieces, convert i t  in to  pasture 
land, and tra n s fo rm  the  m ost ad
vanced people o f Europe in to  
serfs guarded by fo re ig n  soldiers 
o r in to  coolies deported fo r  slave 
labor.

B u t Germ any is n o t Greece —  
and even there the B r it is h  im 
pe ria lis ts  came close to  being 
th ro w n  ou t o f the  coun try  by  the 
Greek w o rk in g  class figh ters. 
Germ any is a na tion  o f 80,000,- 
000, m ore than eleven tim es the 
size o f Greece. I t  has the most 
sk illed  in d u s tr ia l p ro le ta r ia t in  
Europe. The w orkers  are as 
sk illed  in  the  methods o f p ro le 
ta r ia n  organ iza tion  as they are in 
hand ling  the m ost com plicated 
m achinery. They have behind 
them  long and g lorious tra d itio n s  
o f revo lu tiona ry  s trugg le .

Side by side w ith  the Ger
mans are 5-6,000,000 fo re ign  
w-orkers who are beg inn ing to 
make common cause w ith  them . 
The w orkers o f N o rth e rn  I ta ly  
—  indeed o f a ll Europe —  are 
w atch ing G erm any w ith  g rea t ex j 
pectations, w a it in g  fo r  a s igna l 
to  renew the g rea t con tinenta l 
s tru g g le  aga inst c a p ita lis t ru le .

By M. Morrison
Many people write and speak as i f  they were taken by sur

prise by the decision of the Big Three, at the Yalta conference, 
with reference to Poland. For many months previous to the 
Yalta verdict all indications were that Churchill and Roosevelt 
had decided to yield to Stalin. The three lords sitting in state at the 
seaside resort situated on the shores of the Black Sea found no 
d ifficu lty in granting that part of the earth known as Poland to 
one of them. The people of Poland were transferred to a new 
master. ®--------------------------------- ------------

N o m in a lly  S ta lin  was made a 
g i f t  on ly  o f th a t p a r t o f Poland 
east o f the  Curzon line. In  re a lity , 
however, he also gets a ll o f 
Poland west o f th a t line  p lus 
w hateve r Germ an te r r ito ry  the 
three ru le rs  w i l l  decide la te r to  
a ttach  to  Poland. O nly naive peo
ple o r those who have an axe to  
g rind  w i l l  accept as good coin the 

’prom ise th a t “ free  and un fe tte red  
elections”  w i l l  be held in  th a t p a rt 
o f Poland w hich, according to 
S ta lin ’s assurance, w i l l  be pe r
m itted  to e x is t in  freedom  and in 
dependence.

The P rovis iona l Governm ent 
created by S ta lin  w i l l  be enlarged 
to  include “ dem ocratic leaders”  
fro m  w ith in  Poland and fro m  
abroad b u t i t  can be taken  fo r  
g ranted th a t on ly  leaders w illin g  
to p lay  ba ll w ith  S ta lin  w i l l  be 
acceptable to  him . A t  any ra te  a 
m a jo r ity  o f the  contem plated 
P rov is iona l G overnm ent o f N a 
tion a l U n ity  w ill be under K re m 
lin  con tro l and w ith  such a gov
e rnm ent in  power on ly  the 
fa tuous w i l l  expect a free  elec
tion .

“ T H E  G R E A T  L IQ U ID A T O R ”
Charges have been made by the 

Polish G overnm ent-in -E xile  th a t 
S ta lin ’ s G PU w ith  the help o f his 
Polish puppets are liq u id a tin g  a ll

upon S ta lin ’s Red A rm y  w h ich  
in  case o f necessity can be used 
to  crush any re vo lu tio n a ry  u p r is 
in g  by force. R um or has i t  th a t 
S ta lin  has made some secret 
prom ises to  C h u rch ill and Roose
ve lt. One o f  those prom ises is 
undoubtedly to  he lp keep the  
European masses chained to 
cap ita lism .

C A P IT A L IS T  R E S T O R A T IO N
A no the r exceeding ly im p o rta n t 

fa c to r exp la in ing  Roosevelt’s and 
C h u rc h ill’s decision to  appease 
S ta lin  is th e ir  convic tion  th a t 
cap ita lism  stands a ve ry  good 
chance o f be ing restored in  the  
Soviet U n ion. They know  be tte r 
than  we do the ex te n t o f the  
devastation b ro u g h t to  the Soviet 
U n ion by H itlex ’’s arm ies. Has 
S ta lin  ind ica ted to  them  th a t  he 
needs th e ir  economic aid and th a t 
he does n o t look w ith  h o s t ility  to  
a s treng then ing  o f the ca p ita lis t 
forces w ith in  the  Soviet U iiio n ?

No one can te ll w hethe r S ta lin  
discussed th is  question w ith  the  
o th e r tw o  p a rtic ip a n ts  in  the  
Y a lta  Conference. B u t we can 
-safely assume th a t C h u rch ill and 
Roosevelt rea lize  th a t conditions' 
exe rt a trem endous pressure upon 
the S ta lin is t bureaucracy in  fa v o r 
o f the res to ra tion  o f the c a p ita lis t 
m arke t. In  the  l ig h t  o f the  ten-

p o lit ic a l opponents o f the S ta lin is t dencies o f c a p ita lis t res to ra tion
regim e. T hrough  deporta tions, 
tra n s fe r o f popu lations, and con
finem ent in  concentra tion camps, 
S ta lin  is m ak ing  ce rta in  th a t any 
elections he ld  w i l l  g ive  h is pup
pets a safe m a jo r ity . W e need 
no t have too much confidence in 
the ve ra c ity  o f the  Polish G overn- 
m en t-in -E x ile  to believe th a t 
S ta lin  w i l l  no t hesita te  to  use 
a ll measures o f ch icanery and 
violence to  r id  h im se lf o f  p o li
t ic a l opponents, especially o f 
re vo lu tio n a ry  M arx is ts . H is  ac
t iv it ie s  in  the  la s t tw e n ty  years 
te s t ify  to the  t ru th  o f  such a 
charge.

*  *  *

Several fac to rs  exp la in  the  im 
p o rta n t concessions made to  
S ta lin  by  th e  representatives o f 
the  im p e ria lis t democracies. I t  
m ay be argued th a t  the re  was 
no th in g  else th a t  they could do. 
They sure ly  would no t go to  w a r 
aga inst the  Soviet U n ion fo r  the 
purpose o f re ta in in g  the prew ar 
P olish fro n tie rs . The E ng lish  and 
Am erican masses could no t easily 
be cajoled in to  sup po rting  such a 
w a r. The issue is too rem ote ; they 
have a lready suffe red too much. 
S ta lin ’s p restige  as a re su lt o f 
the  v ic to ries  o f the Red A rm y  is 
too g rea t. A nd i t  is  d if f ic u lt  to  
sell the  masses the  idea th a t 
the Polish G overnm en t-in -E x ile  
represents jus tice , t ru th ,  freedom  
and democracy.

A l l  th is  is tru e  b u t i t  does no t 
exp la in  w hy C h u rch ill and Roose
v e lt have given in  so easily and in  
add ition  g» ou t o f th e ir  w ay  to 
defend th e ir  ac tion  as ju s t. The 
im p o rta n t fa c to r  is the  conviction 
on the  p a rt o f the representa
tives  o f im peria lism  th a t S ta lin ’s 
help is essential to  suppress any 
re vo lu tio n a ry  outbreaks on the 
p a r t  o f the  masses in  the d i f 
fe re n t countries o f Europe. The 
S ta lin is t pa rties .con s titu te  a ve ry  
im p o rta n t p a r t o f the w o rk ing - 
class m ovem ent a ll over Europe. 
T h e ir ro le  as a brake upon the 
re vo lu tio n a ry  a c t iv ity  o f the 
masses is c le a rly  understood by 
the im p e ria lis ts .

One can say th a t in  Greece the 
S ta lin is ts  led the E A M  in  its  
s tru g g le  aga inst Papandreou and 
the  B r it is h  m asters. BHt ju s t be
cause o f th a t fa c t and ju s t be
cause the S ta lin is ts  betrayed th a t 
s trugg le , C h u rch ill and Roosevelt 
know w h a t a va luable support 
they can be fo r  keeping the ru le  
o f the im p e ria lis ts  in  Europe safe 
from  the masses.

A nd  n o t on ly  do the  im p e ria l
is ts  depend upon S ta lin ’s con tro l 
o f the  C om m unist pa rties  bu t

in the Soviet U n ion, the represen
ta tives  o f im p e ria lism  are m ore 
than w ill in g  to  take  a chance on 
y ie ld in g  to  S ta lin  on the P olish 
question.

*  *  *

FO R A  S O V IE T . P O LA N D  
The advanced w orkers o f Poland 

w il l  ce rta in ly  no t de term ine th e ir  
po licy upon the choice between 
S ta lin  and the Polish G overnm ent 
in  E x ile . They understand th a t 
ne ithe r the one no r the  o ther can 
solve the problem s o f th e  Polish 
masses —  problem s o f na tiona l 
libe ra tion , o f economic secu rity  
and freedom. They w il l  steer th e ir  
course on the basis o f the funda
m enta l lin e  o f a Socia lis t U n ited  
States o f Europe. T h is  means 
ra is in g  the  demand fo r  the  r ig h t  
o f na tiona l se lf-de te rm ina tion  fo r  
a ll peoples liv in g  in  prew a r 
Poland. T h is  means ra is in g  the  
slogan o f an independent Soviet 
Poland.

No one w i l l  underestim ate  the 
d iff ic u lt ie s  co n fro n tin g  the  ad
vanced Polish w orkers  in  spread
in g  th e ir  ideas. The G PU is a 
fo rce  to  be reckoned w ith . Never
theless there w il l ,  in  a l l proba
b i l ity ,  be “ dem ocratic cracks”  
th rough  w hich, in  th e  f ir s t  period, 
the re vo lu tio n a ry  P olish M arx is ts  
w i l l  be able to  spread th e ir  p ropa
ganda. To fo o l the  g u llib le  and to  
g ive  C h u rch ill and Roosevelt a 
chance to  say th a t S ta lin  has 
kep t h is prom ises, the K re m lin  
ru le r  m ay p e rm it some degree o f 
democracy. I f  he does, the  re 
v o lu tio n a ry  w orkers  o f Poland 
w i l l  u t il iz e  the  o p p o rtu n ity  to  p u t 
fo r th  th e ir  own p rog ram  aga ins t 
S ta lin  and aga ins t the  P olish 
G overnm ent-in-E xile .
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517 W est 9 th  S tree t

H E A R  T H E  R A D IO  T A L K S  OF

MYRA TANNER WEISS
Trotskyist candidate for Mayor of Los Angeles 
in a series of four broadcasts discussing the is
sues in the municipal election campaign.

Sunday night, 8:45 P. M.
Station
KFAC March2S

April 1
1330 kc.



FOUR T H E  M I L I T A N T SATURDAY, MARCH 24, 1945

Trotskyist Candidate Begins Radio Talks
(Continued fro m  page 1)

ang ry  in d ig na tion  o f a people determ ined no t to  be ground in to  
poverty .

Congress is discussing the so-called N a tion a l Service A c t, more 
co rrec tly  termed slave labor leg is la tion , in  the a ttem p t to  freeze 
w orkers  to  jobs, and force them  in to  jobs, regardless o f the condi
tions o f w o rk  and rates o f pay. Supposedly, th is  freedom -destroy
in g  le g is la tio n  is needed because o f a shortage o f labor. Y e t many 
w orkers in  Los Angeles can te s tify  to  con tinu ing  la y -o ffs  in  local 
w a r industries. A lready  w ar con tracts are being cut to  prepare fo r  
reconversion.

No, the proposed s lave-labor law  is an a ttem p t to ga in  g rea te r 
con tro l over the w orkers and force them  in to  jobs. . . Take note: 
They w an t to conscrip t labor fo r  p riva te  en terprise  w h ich is run  
fo r  the p ro fits  o f in d iv idua l bosses. They do no t even ta lk  o f con
s c rip tin g  cap ita l. A l l  repressive measures are designed fo r  the 
workers.

You understand a ll th is . The question rem a ins: “ w h a t is to  be 
done ?”

Labor Must Create Its Own Party
In  order to defend its e lf,  labor m ust break fro m  the tw o  boss 

parties, the Democrats and Republicans, and organize an independ
en t labo r p a rty  based on the trade unions. Organized labo r is about 
14 m illio n  strong. A llie d  w ith  the 13 m illio n  Negrpes in  A m erica 
who have suffe red the w o rs t k ind  o f persecution, d isc rim ina tion

9
M a rx  H a ile d  P aris  Commune

BULLETIN
LOS A N G E LE S , M arch 18. —  The election ra lly  held a t W a tts  

to n ig h t rose to  its  fee t as the broadcast o f M yra  Tanner Weiss, So
c ia lis t W orkers  P a rty  Candidate fo r  M ayor, opened w ith  the p lay in g  
o f the “ In te rn a tion a le .”  Comrade Weiss jo ined the ra l ly  a t the  con
clusion o f her broadcast. Two N egro  members o f the cam paign com
m ittee  condemned c a p ita lis t po litic ians  and called fo r  the  election 
o f a T ro ts k y is t m ayor as the on ly so lu tion  to  the problem s fac ing  
the m inoritie s . J. H a ll discussed the “ Zoot S u it R io ts”  and R. Jones 
the  questions o f segregation, housing and zoning laws fo r  the co l
ored people. O ther speakers attacked the a n ti-w o rk in g  class p ro 
gram  o f Roosevelt and called upon the w orkers to  bu ild  an Independ
en t Labor P a rty . The cam paign collection to ta led $60.

even being practiced by the federa l governm ent— and o ther rac ia l 
and na tiona l m in o ritie s , and defending the  in te rests  o f the  poor 
fa rm ers  and a g r ic u ltu ra l w orkers, labo r can ra l ly  the vast m a jo r ity  
o f the A m erican people and fo rm  a W orkers ' and F arm ers ’ Gov
ernm ent, and organize production on a planned sc ie n tific  basis.

O n ly  such a p rogram  can possib ly remove the re c u rr in g  ho rro r 
o f w a r, fascism , and economic depressions. O n ly  Socialism  w i l l  b ring  
peace and p len ty  to hum an ity  and em ploy science and technology 
fo r  the preserva tion  o f l i fe  ra th e r than its  destruction.

Now some o f you m ig h t ask— w hat has a ll th is  to  do w ith  a 
m ayo ra lty  cam paign? L e t me exp la in , Los Angeles cannot solve its  
problems alone. N o one c ity  can do th a t. Local problem s are s im 
p ly  local m an ifesta tions o f much la rg e r na tiona l and in te rna tiona l 
problem s. The same s tru g g le  we conduct here is being fo u g h t 
th rou gh ou t the na tion  and th rou gh ou t the w orld .

M ost o f m y opponents say th a t jobs m ust be provided fo r  the 
m illio n s  o f prospective unemployed in  the period o f reconversion. 
B u t how do they propose to do th is  ? Some expect to  guard against' 
a new economic catastrophe by a ttra c tin g  the rich  w ith  th e ir  money 
to  Los Angeles. A no ther, a l i t t le  m ore serious, p roposal: pub lic  
w orks, another W P A . B u t none can see how even the present p ro 
duction fa c ilit ie s  can be u tilized , fo r  these are owned by p riva te  
business and w i l l  be shut down when p ro fits  can no longer be made.

T h is  d raw ing  o f the P aris Commune symbolizes the deep in 
te rest which K a r l M arx  had in  th is  g rea t s trugg le  o f the w o rk ing  
class. P ic tured a t h is desk, he sent advice and aid fro m  London 
to the P aris ian  w orkers “ s to rm ing  the heavens” — bu ild ing  the  f irs t  
w o rkers ’ state.

They do no t dare propose to  open these id le fac to ries  and run them 
under w o rke rs ’ con tro l. So they begin w ith  the prem ise th a t these 
g re a t fac to ries  m ust be locked up w h ile  m illio ns  are le f t  to  starve.

Let Us Fight for a Socialist Program
A g a in s t the dark and th rea ten ing  prospects held ou t by cap ita l

ism, m y  pa rty , the Socia list W orkers  P a rty , o ffe rs  the broad prom ise 
o f socialism — a real so lu tion  to the gangrenous social il ls  th a t beset 
m ankind.

1 in v ite  you, the w orkers o f Los Angeles, to  jo in  w ith  me and 
my p a rty  in the f ig h t  fo r  a be tte r world . I f  elected m ayor, I  shall 
s tr iv e  to  advance every one o f your m ost v ita l in te rests. L e t us f ig h t  
together to  preserve our dem ocratic r ig h ts  aga inst the forces o f 
reaction ! L e t us f ig h t  fo r  a Socia list program  w hich w i l l  keep the 
fac to ries  open so th a t we and our fam ilies , the re tu rn in g  veterans, 
and the generation th a t comes a fte r  us, m ay live  as human beings 
are en titled  to  live . A bo lish poverty  and w a r! F ig h t fo r  a Socia list 
w o rld ! Don’t  waste your votes on c a p ita lis t p o lit ic ia n s ! Vote So
c ia lis t!

Best Medical Care Given Fala’s Pups 
While Infants Of Poor Suffer Neglect

By Grace Carlson y
“ Fala is the father of twins. 

Dr. Thomas Sheldon, veterin
ary, announced today that twin 
daughters were born on March 
9 at the Sheldon Canine Hos
pital to President Roosevelt's 
famed Scottie and Buttons, 
owned by Miss Margaret Suck- 
ley of Hyde Park.

“ F a la ’s daughters, named M eg
gy  and Peggy, were sent home 
w ith  th e ir  m other yesterday, D r. 
Sheldon said.”

So ran a M arch 13 Associated 
Press re p o rt fro m  Rhinebeck, 
N . Y .

Now, I  do no t th in k  a ll the 
troub les o f th is  coun try  are due 
to  the fa c t th a t F. D. R .’s dog 
and h is  dog’s “ bride”  receive ex
pensive m edical care. I  should 
n o t w an t to  force the young M rs. 
F a la  to  go th rough  the ordeal o f 
motherhood, alone and unaided!

B u t I  wonder w ha t a v is ito r  
fro m  M ars would have tho ugh t i f  
he had read in  the same paper 
w h ich  carried  the news o f M rs. 
F a la ’s successful de live ry  a t 
Sheldon Canine H osp ita l, the re 
p o rt fro m  the I T .  S. C h ild ren ’s 
Bureau about inadequate hospita l 
fa c ilit ie s  fo r  human m others?

V e ry  lik e ly , the citizen fro m  
M ars would have decided th a t the 
members o f the human race are 
crazy and taken the f irs t  rocke t 
ship back home!

R IC H — A N D  POOR
Public health  au tho rities  have 

lo ng  known there  are hundreds o f 
thousands o f A m erican m others 
and th e ir  newborn in fa n ts  who do 
no t receive proper m edical and 
hosp ita l trea tm en t. Census re 
po rts  show th a t on ly  73 percent, 
o f w h ite  women are delivered in 
hospita ls. F a r more sham efu l —  
on ly  29 percent o f Negro women 
receive th is  type o f care.

These 27 percent of w h ite  m a t
e rn ity  cases and 71 percent o f 
N e g ro  m a te rn ity  cases who do 
no t receive hosp ita liza tion  repres
ent poor m others —  m others of 
the  w orking-class. W hen babies 
a re  born to  the rich , th e ir  m o th 
ers receive e laborate obstetrica l 
and hosp ita l trea tm e n t —  even 
m ore im pressive than the m a te r
n ity  care g iven th e ir  dogs.

B u t w ith  the w a rtim e  s h ifts  of 
popu lation and crowded liv in g  
conditions in  the la rge m ass-pro
duction centers, the  problem  o f 
w ork ing -c lass women needing 
m a te rn ity  care has become s t i l l

more serious. D r. M a rth a  M. 
E lio t, associate ch ie f o f the U.S. 
C h ild ren ’s Bm-eau, spoke about 
th is  in  a press dispatch published 
in the M arch 13 N. Y. Times.

“ F ac ilit ie s  fo r hosp ita liza tion  o f 
m a te rn ity  cases are seriously in 
adequate and in some places to t 
a lly  lack ing ,”  said D r. E ll io t.  “ E f 
fo r t  to accommodate the women 
in hospita ls has meant crow ding 
fo r the m others and in  many 
s itua tions such serious crow ding 
fo r  the  newborn in fa n ts  in  the 
hosp ita l nurseries th a t many lives 
have been endangered and too 
many have been los t.”

P R E V E N T A B L E  D E A T H S
D r. E lio t  pointed ou t th a t m a t

e rn ity  homes o f  fou r, s ix  or e igh t 
beds, which have been set up fo r  
desperate m others-to-be, o ften do 
not meet w ha t health au thorities  
re g a id  as proper m edical stand
ards. T h is  is true  even o f m any 
re g u la r hospita ls. “ Some sm all 
hospita ls have no special m ate rn 
ity  u n it,”  D r. E lio t  reported, “ but 
use the opera ting  room as a de l
ive ry  room, o r as the nursery, 
w ith  a ll the attendant risks  o f in 
fec tion  o f the m other o r in fa n t 
th a t th is  im p lies .”

So to the a lready la rge  number 
o f preventable deaths o f m oth
ers and newborn in fa n ts  which 
occurred in p re -w ar Am erica  w ill 
now be added th is  w a rtim e  to ll !  
I t  had been estim ated previously 
by medical men th a t a lm ost two- 
th ird s  o f the deaths o f m others in 
c h ild b ir th  and close to  one-half

o f the deaths o f newborn in fa n ts  
were due to a lack o f proper med
ical and hosp ita l trea tm ent. In 
round figures, th is  means tihat 
nearly  100,000 lives could have 
been saved every year i f  th is  so
c ie ty  had on ly  been w illin g  to 
spend the money needed.

B u t s ta tis tics  are cold and im 
personal. W ha t do m ate rna l and 
in fa n t deaths mean in  te rm s of 
human values ?

The death o f a working-class 
m other in  ch ild b irth . T ragedy in 
the home —  im proper care fo r  
the new baby and the o ther young 
ch ildren. V e ry  often , the neces
s ity  fo r  b reaking up the home be
cause the hard-pressed fa th e r 
finds i t  im possib le to  c a rry  the 
double burden. Then separation 
o f the ch ild ren —  boarding-hom es 
o r orphan asylum s. This a ll-too - 
fa m ilia r  s to ry  has been heard 
thousands o f tim es in  the cou rt
rooms where so-called juven ile  
delinquents are tried .

F A L A  IS  F IN E
And the death o f a newborn 

in fa n t! W ho can look upon a 
dead baby w ith o u t bow ing his 
head before the tragedy o f a hu
man being th a t never had a 
chance ?

100,000 deaths o f m others and 
newborn babies could be p reven t
ed every yea r!

B U T  M O TH E R  A N D  B A B IE S  
IN  T H E  H Y D E  P A R K  K E N 
N E L S  A R E  D O IN G  N IC E L Y !

Strong Minority 
In UAW Opposes 
No-Strike Policy

(Continued fro m  page 1)
special a n ti-s tr ik e  ed ition o f the 
CIO  News addressed to the auto 
workers.

The In te rn a tio n a l Executive 
Board and top officers o f the 
U A W  u n ited ly  appealed to the 
membership to  re ta in  the pledge. 
They m obilized th e ir  la rge  mach
ine o f paid func tiona ries  th rou gh 
out the union on behalf o f the 
pledge. The S ta lin is ts  m ilked the 
treasuries o f the unions under 
th e ir  con tro l and poured huge 
sums in to  the reac tionary  drive.

In  add ition , there were serious 
ir re g u la r itie s  in the conduct o f 
the referendum . Reports arc com
ing in o f la rge  numbers o f auto 
members who received no ba llo ts. 
Non-members, inc lud ing  corpora
tion  o ffic ia ls , as in Lansing, M ich
igan, were the recip ients o f ba l
lots.

The m ilita n t Rank and F ile  
Caucus, in itia te d  on ly  s ix  months 
before the re ferendum  began, did 
not have su ffic ien t tim e, organ
iza tion o r resources to reach a 

•large section o f the members. 
Nevertheless, in  the face o f t re 
mendous obstacles, i t  m obilized a 
pow erfu l m in o r ity  vote against 
the pledge.

Events in the past month since 
the com ple tion  o f the re fe re n 
dum con firm  the rea l sign ificance 
o f the vote to rescind. The U A W  
executive board has been com
pelled to call fo r  w ith d ra w in g  the 
CIO members fro m  the W LB . The 
corpora tions have launched a sav
age offensive aga inst the unions. 
Over 60,000 auto w orkers have 
h it  the p icke t lines in  D e tro it in  
the past f iv e  weeks.

These events fo llo w in g  the re f
erendum vote ind ica te the f ig h t 
in g  mood o f the ranks. They d is
close the substan tia l base th a t 
exists fo r  a pow erfu l caucus th a t 
w ill lead a showdown f ig h t  fo r  
a m ilita n t program  and a new, 
aggressive leadership. The task 
ahead fo r  the Rank and F ile  Cau
cus is to  make serious, organized 
preparations to  e x  t  e n d and 
strengthen its  forces in the ranks 
fo r  the com ing inev itab le  ba ttle  
to  reestablish the U A W -C IO  as 
the vanguard union in  the A m e r
ican labor s trugg le .

PARIS COMMUNE: FIRST 
WORKERS GOVERNMENT

By Ruth Johnson
Seventy-four years ago, on March 18, 1871, the people of 

Paris established the first workers’ state in history— the immortal 
Paris Commune. After seventy-one days of magnificent achieve
ment. the Commune lay in ruins, crushed by the armies of the 
capitalist counter-revolution, and on its bones was built the 
Third Republic pf France.

But the Commune did no t die.'S-------------------------------------------------------
I ts  revo lu tiona ry  tra d itio n s  con
tinue  to inspire the French work-, 
ers to  th is  ve ry  day.

In  1871 the v ic to rious  arm ies 
o f B ism arck were ro u tin g  the a r
mies o f French cap ita lism . The 
French governm ent, the te rr if ie d  
cap ita lis ts  and th e ir  fo llow ers  
fled  from  P aris  to  the sa fe ty  o f 
Versa illes. Only the brave P a r
isian masses stood th e ir  ground.
W ith o u t armed troops, w ith o u t 
tested p o lit ic a l parties, they p ro 
claimed th e ir  own governm ent, 
the P aris  Commune —  against 
both the reg im e a t Versa illes and 
the m ig h ty  Prussian enemy.

H a s tily  a new governm ent was 
form ed a t V ersa illes w ith  Thie rs 
a t its  head. He signed a truce 
w ith  B ism arck. B oth  c a p ita lis t 
governm eiits —  French and Ger
man —  un ited  by th e ir  common 
fe a r o f the insu rgen t w o rk ing  
class, cooperated to  crush the 
Commune. B ism arck released 
thousands o f prisoners o f w a r to 
swell the ranks o f the French a r
m y besieging the w o rkers ’ gov
ernm ent in  Paris.

w ent down in a massacre which 
fo reve r exposed the b ru ta li ty  o f 
cap ita lism  tow ard  the workers 
who s tr ive  fo r  th e ir  libe ra tion . 
30,000 P aris ian  men and women 
w orkers were butchered and 45,- 
000 im prisoned o r exiled in  the 
b loo d th irs ty  revenge taken by the 
coun te r-revo lu tiona ry  forces of 
Th iers.

The Commune w il l  y e t be re 
born th rough  the com ing s tru g 
gles o f the French w orkers who 
today are seeking the revo lu tion 
ary  road to freedom  and peace. 
In  the  tr iu m p h  o f the Soviet pow
er and the creation o f a S ocia lis t 
France and a Socia list Europe, 
the Commune w ill find its  h is to ric  
v ind ica tion .

C O M M U N E ’S A C H IE V E M E N T S
Surrounded by enemies, the 

Commune, f ig h tin g  fo r  its  very  
existence, nevertheless set a rec
ord o f achievements w h ich  has be
come a treasured he ritage  o f the 
w o rk ing  class. I ts  councils, elect
ed by each o f the arrondisse
ments (d is tr ic ts )  o f Paris, show
ed in  every action  th e ir  p ro le ta r
ian character. One o f th e ir  f irs t  
decrees, fo r  instance, abolished 
n ig h t w o rk  in bakeries; a second 
abolished the system o f fines by 
which w orkers had been, pena liz
ed by the bosses.

The Commune replaced the 
standing pro fessional a r m y ,  
which had always been used as 
a weapon o f c a p ita lis t oppression, 
bÿ the un iversa l a rm ing  o f the 
people. The Communards in  
arm s undertook the  defense o f 
revo lu tiona ry  Paris. In  the tum
ultuous events o f Europe today, 
the insu rgen t masses, fo llo w in g  
the lessons o f 1871, are also de
m anding the r ig h t  to posses and 
re ta in  th e ir  arm s in  the f ig h t 
aga inst a ll the enemies o f the 
people.

The Commune issued a decree 
tu rn in g  over to  the con tro l o f the 
w orkers a ll fac to rie s  abandoned 
or closed by th e ir  owners. In  the 
P aris  insu rrec tion  o f A ug ust 
1944, the French w orkers, in s p ir 
ed by the slogans o f the T ro t
sky is ts , demanded and in  some 
places carried  ou t the exp rop ria 
tion  o f the fac to ries  owned by 
co llabora tion is ts  who fled  w ith  
the N a z i arm ies, and sta rted  to 
operate them  under the con tro l o f 
w o rkers ’ councils.

H E R A LD S  N E W  S O C IE TY
B u t m ost im p o rta n t o f a ll, the 

Commune established a new k ind 
o f govern ing body which com bin
ed both executive and leg is la tive  
functions. The members o f the 
Commune were elected by un ive r
sal s u ffra g e  and served a t w o rk 
ing men’s wages. T h is  was the 
pa tte rn  upon which the Soviets 
were b u ilt  d u rin g  the Russian 
Revolution o f 1905 and perfected 
du ring  the Bolshevik R evolution 
o f 1917. T h is  was the greatest 
g if t  o f the Commune to the w o rk 
in g  class.

K a r l M arx , who fo llow ed w ith  
passionate in te res t every devel
opm ent o f the Commune, sent 
advice and aid th rou gh  the P a r i
sian members o f the F ir s t  In te r 
na tiona l. “ W ork in g  men’s Paris, 
w ith  its  Commune,”  he w ro te , 
“ w i l l  be fo reve r celebrated as the 
g lorious ha rb inge r o f a new so
c ie ty .”  He described the Com
mune as “ the p o lit ic a l fo rm  a t 
la s t discovered under wh ich to 
Work ou t the economic em ancipa
tion  o f labo r.”

The Commune, however, proved 
to be, h is to r ic a lly  prem ature . In  
1871 the French w o rk in g  class, 
s t i l l  engaged in  h a n d ic ra ft or 
w o rk ing  in  sm all factories, lack
ed the means, the forces and the 
leadership to extend and fo r t i f y  
th e ir  revo lu tion  and build  a so
c ia lis t society. The Commune

Billionaires Club 
Membership Up 
With War Profits

Forty-one giant corporations 
are now in the billion dollar 
class and the biggest of them 
take in more money each year 
and employ more workers than 
the largest states. These facts 
on the growing concentration 
of wealth in the hands of a few 
colossal aggregations of finance 
capital were inserted in the 
Congressional Record of Feb.

SHOP TALKS 
ON SOCIALISM

By V. Grey

In  P h iladelph ia  
Buy

T H E  M IL IT A N T
and

FO U R T H  IN T E R N A T IO N A L

at
LA B O R  FO R UM

405 W . G ira rd  Avenue 
and 13th and M arke t St., 

N .W . corner

12 by Senator Joseph C. O’
Mahoney, head of the Senate 
Monopoly Committee.

The war-boom  and lush gov
ernm ent contracts have swollen 
the resources o f these B ig  B usi
ness companies and extended 
th e ir  hold upon the  aggregate 
w ea lth  o f the na tion . “ D u ring  
the w a r the Federal Government, 
th rough  the Defense P la n t Cor
poration, th rough  the RFC- and 
otherw ise, has expended b illions 
o f do lla rs in  the  construction  o f 
p lan ts wh ich are operated by 
some o f these g re a t companies,”  
rem arks O’Mahoney.

W ith  the aid  o f the govern
m ent’s bounty General M otors has 
now jum ped to the fo re  among 
the corporate g ian ts . In  1942 
General M otors had a gross rev
enue o f $2,250,548,859 and em
ployed 314,144 w orkers. T h is  is 
a lm ost three tim es more than the 
employes and revenue o f New 
Y o rk  S tate w h ich has a grea te r 
income and more employes than 
any o ther s tate o r c ity  in  the 
country.

The -select c irc le  o f b illio n  do l
la r  corpora tions has grow n con
t in u a lly  d u rin g  the w ar. “ M em 
bership in  the B illio n -D o lla r  Club 
has increased to 41 fro m  38 a t 
th is  tim e  la s t year, (1943) and 
32 on December 31, 1941, a short 
tim e  a fte r  the U n ited  States en
tered the w a r,”  reports  O ’M a
honey.

The M e tropo litan  L ife  In s u r
ance Co. heads the l is t  w ith  $6,- 
463,803,552 in to ta l assets. The 
Bell System, com pris ing  A m e ri
can Telephone &  Telegraph Co. 
and its  subsid iaries, runs a close 
second w ith  $6,313,256,718. P ru 
dentia l Insurance Co. is th ird  
w ith  $5,373,979,917.

The survey showed th a t “ Chase 
N a tiona l Bank o f New Y o rk , the 
w o rld ’s la rgest com m ercial bank, 
was fo u rth  w ith  assets o f $4,990,- 
183,000, w h ile  N a tion a l C ity  
B ank o f N ew  Y o rk  ranked f if th  
w ith  $4,410,418,000.”

“ F irs t  on the lis t  o f the r a i l 
roads and ten th  in general stand
in g  was Pennsylvania R a ilroad 
Co. w ith  $2,811,694,778. S tand
ard O il Co. (N . J.) led the indus
tr ia ls  and was tw e lfth  on the lis t  
w ith  resources o f $2,327,808,847. 
General M otors C orpora tion  ran 
th ir te e n th  on $2,236,372,067, and 
U n ited  States Steel ranked fo u r
teenth on $2,106,062,460..”

The three new members who 
jo ined the “ B illio n -D o lla r  C lub”  
d u rin g  1943 were A e tna  L ife  A f 
filia te d  Companies, Socony-Va 
cuum O il Co., and the Ford  Mo 
to r  Co.

Scissorb ill Sam (the bosses’ m an) has the b r ig h t idea th a t  So
cia lism  w on’t  w o rk  because the w ork ingm an and woman w i l l  have 
too much money. They, won t  come to w o rk  h a lf  the tim e , he says.

W ell, in  the f i r s t  place, I don’t  see w hy th a t w i l l  be the  acid 
test fo r  the success o f Socialism  anyhow. I f  a fe llo w  can look ou t 
the w indow  some fine  sp ring  day, see the sun come up rea l b r ig h t 
fo r  the f i r s t  tim e in months, and decide to  go f is h in g  instead o f go
ing  to w o rk— w hy I  th in k  th a t ’s sw ell!

Especia lly  i f  he can a ffo rd  it ,  and under Socialism  he C A N  
a ffo rd  it .

B u t Scissorb ill Sam and every other company man the w o rld  
over hold up th e ir  hands in  ho rro r when you say a th in g  lik e  th a t. 
“ W hat would become o f p roduction?”  they say. “ Suppose everybody 
did tha t?  I t  would be a fine  state o f a ffa irs , wouldn ’t  i t ? ” — and so 
on. You know, ju s t lik e  the forem an ta lks  when he sees you ea ting  
a sandwich a t your machine.

They th in k  production w il l  go to he ll under Socialism . They th in k  
everybody w il l  take i t  so easy no th ing  w i l l  ge t done. They th in k  
we’ll  a ll w ind up com bing the beach o r s it t in g  on a pa rk  bench s ta rv 
ing  u n t il we keel over and come back to  our senses.

N a tu ra lly , the cap ita lis t, the forem an, and th e ir  sc issorb ill 
stooges believe th a t people w on ’t  w o rk  i f  they  a re  F R E E . A l l  the 
bosses can see is a society where everyone— except themselves— is 
a slave. Take the chains o f f  a slave, they fig u re , and he’l l  ru n  away.

They understand so w e ll how h a te fu l i t  is to w o rk  under th e ir  
system th a t they see i t  takes heavy chains indeed to  keep th e ir  
wage-slaves humble. W hy, i f  the w o rke r had a l i t t le  independence, 
they reason— a l i t t le  e x tra  dough, and reasonable freedom  fro m  
w o rry  about fu tu re  unem ploym ent, he’d take o f f  every day in  the 
week!

So keep h im  poor! Keep h im  down! A nd you ’l l  squeeze the  w o rk  
ou t o f h im . And the y ’re  p a r t ly  r ig h t ,  too, because a slave isn ’t  the 
same as a free  man. A  slave w orks because he has to— because the 
m aster has the upper hand.

B u t they are on ly p a r tly  r ig h t. The funny  p a r t o f i t  is  th a t 
even under th is  wage-slave system, people don’t  a lw ays behave ac
cord ing to  slave etique tte . (There is more than  one way to  act 
when you get whipped.)

F o r instance the people who take o f f  the m ost are the sweepers. 
T he ir w o rk  is the lowest paid and the m ost m iserable. A  couple o f 
the old boys go o f f  on a too t fo r  tw o days a fte r  payday, re g u la r 
as clock w ork. They w o rk  the o ther fo u r  days coun ting  the  hours 
u n t il they ge t th e ir  tw e n ty  odd do lla rs, and spend h a lf  o f  i t  fo r  fo r 
getfu lness.

The people th a t are by fa r  the steadiest are the too l-room  
workers. T h e ir w o rk  is the h ighest pa id and the m ost in te res tin g . 
F o r one th in g  the y ’d hate to  lose tw elve do lla rs— or ra th e r eighteen 
w ith  tim e and a h a lf— b y  ta k in g  o ff.  And n o t on ly  th a t. You can 
see when they fo ld  up the b lu e p rin t fo r  the day th a t some o f them  
are s t i l l  th in k in g  o f the th in g  th e y  are m aking . In  th a t sense, the y  
even w o rk  overtim e fo r  no th ing.

Even when the w o rk  is n o t so in te res tin g , men are m uch m ore 
cheerfu l do ing i t  i f  the y  are decently paid. B rick laye rs , fo r  instance, 
rive te rs  and iro n  w orkers, p u t in  a tough  day, bu t th e y  don’t  look 
a t i t  as a g rin d  nearly  as much as they would a t low er pay.

HOW IT  WILL BE UNDER SOCIALISM
Under Socialism  E V E R Y  job  w i l l  be decently paid. A nd  jobs 

w ill be in te res ting , even aside fro m  the pay. Hours w i l l  be shorter. 
Instead o f ta k in g  yo-u a t least 48 hours a week to  make a liv in g , 
you ’l l  do i t  in  30, 24 and less. Y ou’ l l  p lan th ings , tu rn  wheels, and 
push buttons instead o f g e ttin g  rup tu red . A nd you ’l l  look fo rw a rd  
a fte r  your reg u la r three or fo u r days o ff,  to  you r tu rn  a t the wheel—  
ju s t  like  you look fo rw a rd  to  a day’s f is h in g  now.

There w on’t  be any question about production  fa l l in g  down be
cause o f people no t w o rk ing . T h a t on ly  happens in  C a p ita lis t de
pressions when m illio ns  are begg ing fo r  w ork , and can’t  g e t it .  
Today when the re  is  supposed to  be so much “ absenteeism”  the 
w o rkers  have ou ts tripped a ll p roduction records. The system o f the 
C ap ita lis ts  w orks p re tty  w e ll— between depressions. The C ap ita lis ts  
“ g ive ”  everybody w o rk  fo r  a l i t t le  w h ile  m aking guns to  k i l l  every
body else.

B u t these same C ap ita lis ts  lock and bo lt the fa c to ry  door when 
wars are over. And long, long lines o f w o rk in g  people fo rm  every 
day t ry in g  th e ir  best to ge t in the d ir ty  place and do the w o rk  they 
hate. T h a t’s the k ind  o f w o rk  th a t ’s done under C ap ita lism . T h a t’s 
the k ind o f production. B u t th a t ’s the C A P IT A L IS T  S YSTEM . •

U nder O UR system, th ings  are go ing to be d iffe re n t. W e’re  
go ing to  be w o rk in g  fo r  ourselves then, no t fo r  P a rk  Avenue 
poodles. W e’l l  w a n t to  w ork , and lik e  to w o rk . N o t as sweated 
slaves fo r  a few  lousy bucks, bu t as people w o rk in g  fo r  o the r w o rk 
in g  people instead o f fo r  p ro fits . M ak ing  the th in g s  our w ives and 
children w a n t— and m aking  them  in  fa r  g re a te r am ounts tha n  the 
fa tte s t cap ita lis ts  ever dreamed of.

The cap ita lis ts , and the cap ita lis t-m inded  scissorbills , may th in k  
we’ ll  get dopey and lazy w ith  so much prospe rity . They m ay th in k  
th a t when we can eat as much as we want, we’ l l  ju s t keep on ea ting  
like  pigs. A nd th a t w ith o u t any owners over us, we’ l l  bust— th a t 
we ll  lose a ll sense o f resp on s ib ility  and fo rg e t about m aking  the 
food th a t we so hogg ish ly  eat. In  o ther words, they judge  US 
by T H E M S E LV E S .

I  don’t  know how i t  is w ith  o ther w orkers. B u t I  th in k  I ’l l  take 
m y  chances o f possib ly busting  under Socialism  aga inst sure s ta r
va tion  under C apita lism .

NEW YORK
M ilita n t  M asquerade
Prizes fo r  5 M ost O rig in a l Costumes 

S A T U R D A Y , M A R C H  24, 8 p. m. to  M id n ig h t

Costume Parade - Entertainment - Dancing 
Refreshments 
J u d g e s  :

G R A C E  C A R LS O N  OSCAR S H O E N F E L D
F A R R E L L  DOBBS M O R R IS  S T E IN
L A U R A  G R A Y  R A Y  A D A M S

116 U n iv e rs ity  Place - (Cor. 13th St., bet. 5 th  &  B ’w ay) 
A dm iss ion : 75c in costume— $1 w ith o u t costume 
Auspices: S oc ia lis t W orkers  P a rty , Local N . Y .

NEWARK
PROGRESSIVE WORKERS SCHOOL 

SUNDAY FORUM
M arch 25, 8 p. m.

Speaker:
C. TH O M A S , Associate E d ito r  o f ‘The M il ita n t ’

‘■EIGHT AGAINST FORCED LABOR”

A dm ission 25 Cents

Full Discussion Refreshments

Progressive Workers School 4-23 Springfield Ave.
A À A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A
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Browder Shows His Colors
The, fact that the American “ Communists”  have forsaken 

the struggle for Negro equality since degenerating into the mere 
agents of the Stalin bureaucracy in Russia is daily becoming 
more clear to the advanced Negro militants in this country. A l
though tlie Trotskyists have been pointing to this fact for some 
time, the real job of exposing the present role of these so-called 
“ Communists”  is being done by the Stalinists themselves.

N o t on ly  the lead ing Negro®

What Miners Are Fighting To Win

“ com m unists”  such as Councilm an I the general condition o f the Ne-
Ben Davis and fo rm e r professor f ro ' n a rm ®4 forces has not

become be tte r bu t worse. The
Doxey W ilke rson  have made i t  
c lear th a t the y  are d iscouraging 
any m il ita n t  s trugg le  fo r  Negro 
r ig h ts  bu t now also the o ffic ia l 
spokesman, E a r l B row der, has 
pu b lic ly  stated in  the M arch 4th 
issue o f the Sunday W o rke r th a t 
“ I t  has been the studied po licy 
o f A m erican Com m unists to  re 
f ra in  fro m  pub lic  discussion”  o f 
the issue o f J im cro tv ism  in  the. 
A rm y .

In  h is a rtic le  discussing the 
new po licy o f the A rm y  to  com
m ission “ Com m unists”  he deals 
w ith  the N egro question and 
makes i t  c lear th a t the “ Commun
is ts ”  in tend to  ignore the reac
tio n a ry  A rm y  policy o f J im  C row 
in g  the Negro soldiers.

He states (believe i t  o r no t) 
th a t  they are “ convinced”  th a t

J im  Crow policy in  the A rm y  was 
made public in  the case o f the 
73 soldiers sentenced fo r  m u tiny  
in  Oahu, in  the  N avy by the 50 
N egro sa ilors sentenced fro m  the 
West' Coast, and in  the Seabees 
by the recent hunger s tr ik e  o f 
1000 Negroes in  pro test against 
the open po licy o f d isc rim ina tion  
and oppression.

F urthe rm ore , every N egro who 
has tra ined  in  the South knows 
a t f ir s t  hand o f the in to le rab le  
conditions. Get a load o f th is  re 
cent le tte r  to  the ed ito r o f the 
M ich igan Chronicle.

JU S T  O N E  CASE
“ On S atu rday evening, Feb. 3, 

1945, a D e tro it  soldier, P vt. N o r
man T ra y lo r o f 6390 30th St., was 
on his w ay home on pass. A t

the  A rm y  leadership is “ soundly | A t ta llia ,  A la ., where he boarded
dem ocratic”  and th a t “ i t  would 
move to  m od ify  and fin a lly  abol
ish... J im erdw ism ”  w ith o u t any 
“ organized pressure.”  He fu r th e r  
says th a t the  S ta lin is ts  “ are to 
day happy indeed”  th a t “ progress 
is being recorded.”  A ccord ing  to 
B row der, h is “ judgem ent, (on the 
value o f the s ilen t po licy ) has 
been confirm ed.”  In  o ther words, 
by n o t f ig h tin g  back aga inst the 
reac tiona ry  po licy  o f the Army- 
brass hats —  wonder o f wonders 
— a g re a t v ic to ry  has been gained.

J IM  CROW  R E M A IN S
Now  since every N egro  knows 

th a t d u rin g  fo u r years o f th is  im 
p e r ia lis t w a r the repuls ive J im  
Crow po licy  o f the A rm y  has 
been ne ithe r “ m odified”  nor “ ab
olished,”  i t  is obvious fro m  
B row de r’s s ta tem ent th a t he is 
e ithe r e n tire ly  ig n o ra n t o f the 
fac ts  o r else is m ak ing  a t r a i
torous a ttem p t to  foo l the Negro 
masses and lu ll them  in to  submia, 
sion to  the A rm y ’s o ff ic ia l seg
reg a tio n  po licy.

Since the he ll which the Negro 
inductee has experienced both in  
Southern tra in in g  camps and 
abroad is common knowledge, we 
can on ly  assume th a t the S ta lin 
is ts  are m ak ing  an o ffic ia l a t
tem p t to  be tray the N egro  people. 
They a im  to  discourage them  
fro m  fig h tin g  fo r  th e ir .r ig h ts  in 
o rder to  prevent any in terfe rence 
w ith  the plans o f the im p e ria lis t 
w a r lo rds to  conquer and exp lo it 
the peoples o f Europe, A fr ic a  and 
A sia .

A ltho ug h  a few  m ore openings 
were made as po litica l gestures
previous to the na tiona l e lec tions,1 today.

the tra in , the re  was a surp lus o f 
w h ites also tra v e lin g  so th a t they 
overflow ed in to  the J im  Crow 
coach. The Negroes and the 
above so ld ier were ordered to 
move back. There was no place 
to go except the over-crowded N e
gro sm oker and the mens’ res t 
room.

“ The soldier... refused to  move. 
M il i ta ry  police were called who 
ordered the  sold ier ou t w ith  th e ir  
guns. Seven soldiers, inc lud ing  
P riva te  T ra y lo r, and tw o  c iv ilia n  
women rode to  Chattanooga, 
Tenn. in  the mens’ re s t room.

“ M ust we w a it and le t our so l
diers re tu rn  home... fro m  fig h tin g  
fo r  ‘democracy’ to  encounter 
again the  crue l and vicious prac
tice  o f J im  Crow tra v e l? ”

Signed: M rs. M ayola T ra y lo r.

No, the fac ts  are aga ins t 
B row der’s perfid ious c la im  th a t a 
“ po licy o f silence”  w ill- ga in  con
cessions fro m  the  A rm y  brass 
hats.

T h e ir a n ti-N e g ro  acts m ust be 
fo u g h t aga inst N O W  by the N e
gro  people as w e ll as by  the trade 
un ion movem ent w h ich is the 
basic ta rg e t o f these arm ed body
guards o f the A m erican ca p ita lis t 
class.

A le r t  Negro m ilita n ts  who w ant 
to  f ig h t fo r  N egro  r ig h ts  w ith  a 
real f ig h tin g  o u tfit  are ge ttin g  
“ hep”  to the bureaucra tic  man
euvers o f B row der and his gang. 
They are lin in g  up in  ever in 
creasing num bers behind the ban
ner o f T ro tsky ism  and the p ro 
gram  o f the S oc ia lis t W orkers 
P a rty  —  the  real com m unism  o f

By Evelyn Atvood
Hall a m illion coal miners 

are compelled again to renew 
their battle against the greedy 
mine owners. The miners toil 
in grime and sweat for long 
hours in the dark, dangerous 
caverns below the earth’s sur
face, but their wages constantly 
lag behind the cost of living as 
the profiteering company stores 
bleed them white. They are de
nied safety equipment and 
measures against needless mine 
disasters which every year k ill 
over a thousand of them and 
cripple thousands more. They 
require a sufficient breathing 
spell—a vacation— so their ex
hausted bodies can recuperate 
from backbreaking, unhealthful 
toil.

These m ine w orkers in 1944 
dug out o f the p its  s ix  hundred 
and e ig h ty  five m illio n  tons of 
coal, an a ll- t im e  record. T he ir 
sweat and blood, th e ir  lim bs and 
lives are in  every lum p o f coal 
which has helped tu rn  the w hee ls ; 
o f A m erican  in d u s try  and made 
m illio na ires  in to  b illiona ires  du r
in g  th is  w a r. B u t these m iners, 
these producers o f w ea lth  fo r  
others, are se lf-respecting, f ig h t
ing  union men —  and they  are 
dem anding the r ig h t  fo r  them sel
ves and th e ir  fam ilies  to  live  in 
decency, com fo rt and health.

The m ine bosses bask in F lo r 
ida sunshine and lis ten  to  the t in k 
lin g  music o f m ounting p ro fits . 
B u t when those whose labor keeps 
the mine owners in useless lu x u ry  
demand a t in y  share more o f the 
enormous w ealth  they are crea t
ing, w ha t bellows o f rage are le t 
loose by the p ro fit-sw o llen  p a r
asites ! W ith  the aid o f th e ir  
po litica l agents, the  operators 
move ru th less ly  to  crush the 
w orkers whom they consider 
no th ing bu t “ aggressive”  slaves.

SER VE M IN E  O W NERS
The m ine owners, who regard 

p ro fits  as eve ry th ing  and w orkers 
as no th ing, once more have sum
moned th e ir  f lun k ie s  and set a ll 
th e ir  w e ll-o iled  m achinery in to  
m otion  against the m ine workers. 
They have, f ir s t  o f all,- th e ir  cap i
ta lis t  governm ent and a ll o f its  
agencies o f deceit and force. Thus, 
even before the present m ine con
tra c t nego tia tions began, Secre
ta ry  o f In te r io r  Ickes threatened 
to in d ic t a ll the o ffic ia ls  o f the 
U n ited  M ine W orkers U n ion  un
der the vic ious S m ith -C onna lly  
a n ti-s tr ik e  law.

B ack ing  up the boss govern
m ent is the boss press, pouring  
ou t a stream  o f lies and slanders 
to poison the m inds o f the peo]|ie 
aga inst the m iners. The New

w -

Pioneer Paragraphs
FATE OF THE SOVIET UNION 
LINKED TO WORLD REVOLUTION

The p rogram  o f Bolshevism ] is t bureaucracy long ago replaced 
s ta rted  w ith  the po in t o f v iew  the p ro g ra m  o f the in te rna tiona l 
th a t the fa te  o f the October Rev- j p ro le ta ria n  revo lu tion  w ith  a pro- 
o lu tion  is inseparable fro m  th e 1 g ra m  o f Soviet na tiona l re form s.

employes contented.”  A ll o f th is  
“ w i l l  evoke an iron ic  laugh fro m  
the hundreds o f thousands who 
live in m in ing  camps where con
d itions compare to those o f the 
b ig  c ity  slums and opera tor so li
citude is unknown.”

W IN C H E L L ’S D IR T Y  W ORK

The radio, th a t pow erfu l in 
s trum en t fo r  shaping public op in
ion, keeps b las ting  away a t the 
m iners. Forem ost among the h ir 
ed com m entators is W a lte r 
W inchell, who tu rns  fo r  a mo
ment fro m  his scandal-inongering 
to sp it his venom upon the m in 
ers. T h is  professional key-hole 
peeper earns $5,000 a week now 
and has ju s t been o ffe red a $10,- 
000 a week con tract by the E ver- 
sharp Pencil Co. He can w e ll a f
fo rd  to  sneer a t the m iners who 
ask fo r  a few  cents more a day. 
He can a ffo rd  to  w rap h im se lf in 
star-spangled bun ting  and appo in t 
h im se lf sup e rp a trio tic  spokesman; 
fo r  “ the boys in  the foxholes.”  
B u t he w il l  not in fluence the m in 
ers and sons o f m iners and m il
lions o f o ther w orkers in  u n i
fo rm  who know ve ry  w e ll whom ' 
-the men in  the p its  are f ig h t in g , 
and w ha t they are f ig h t in g  fo r. 
The w orker-so ld iers are proud of 
th e ir  “ aggressive”  bro thers in  
the mines.

Yes, the m iners are aggressive.
. . .  - ., The m iners are figh ters . F o r youY ork  T im es, m outhpiece o f the , , , , .A  - i have to be a m an to  be a m iner.

The m iners have p len ty  to  f ig h t 
against —  th e ir  degradation and 
im poverishm ent by the m ine boss
es. They also have som ething 
to f ig h t fo r  —  th e ir  r ig h t  to  be 
free  men in  a free  coun try  and to 
share the w ealth  they produce. In  
th is  they are c a rry in g  out not 
on ly  the best tra d itio n s  o f th e ir  
union b u t o f the en tire  A m erican 
w o rk in g  class.

B A C K  T H E  M IN E R S !
W hen th is  coun try  consisted o f 

th ir te e n  colonies, men like  the 
m iners fo u g h t aga inst B r it is h

fa te  o f the in te rna tiona l revo lu 
tion . The program  o f 1928, in  
sp ite  o f a ll its  “ in te rn a tio n a lis t”  
phrases, s ta rts  w ith  the perspec
tiv e  o f the independent bu ild ing  
o f socialism  in  the USSR.. The 
p rog ram  o f Len in  declares “ ‘W ith 
ou t revo lu tion  In the. W est and 
in  the O rien t, we are lo s t.”  Th is 
program , by i t s  Very essence, 
precludes the p o ss ib ility  o f sacri
fic in g  the in te rests o f the w orld  
w orkers ’ movement fo r  the in te r 
ests o f the  USSR.

The program  o f the Com m un
is t in te rna tiona l means in prac
tice : the in te rests o f the p ro le t
a rian  revo lu tion  in  France can 
and ought to  be sacrificed to  the 
in te rests  o f the USSR (m ore 
s tr ic t ly ,  to the  in te rests o f the 
d ip lom atic  deals o f the Soviet 
bureaucracy). The p rogram  o f 
Len in  w a rns : Soviet bu reaucra t
ism  is the w ors t enemy o f social
is m ; bureaucratism , which re 
flec ts  the  pressure o f bourgeois 
forces and tendencies, can lead 
to  a re v iv a l o f the bourgeoisie; 
the success o f the s trugg le  
aga inst the scourge o f bureau
cra tism  can be assured on ly by 
the  v ic to ry  o f the European and 
the  w o rld  p ro le ta ria t.

C o n tra ry  to  th is , the present 
p rogram  o f the Com m unist In te r 
na tiona l S tates: socialism  can be 
b u ilt  independently o f the success
es o r defeats o f the w o rld  p ro le 
ta r ia n  movement, under the gu id 
ance o f the in fa llib le  and a ll-  
po w e rfu l Soviet bureaucracy; 
a n y th in g  d irected aga inst the in 
fa l l ib i l i t y  o f the  bureaucracy is 
coun te r-revo lu tiona ry  and should 
be exterm inated...

In  practice, indeed, the  S ta lin -

D iso rie n tin g  and enfeebling the 
w orld  p ro le ta r ia t by its  policies, 
w h ich are a m ix tu re  o f opportun
ism  and adventurism , the Com
m un is t In te rn a tio n a l the reby lik e 
wise underm ines the fundam enta l 
in te rests  o f the USSR. We are fo r  
the USSR, b u t against the usu rp 
in g  bureaucracy and its  b lind  in 
strum ent, the Com m unist In te r 
national.

(F ro m  “ W h ith e r France,”  by 
Leon T ro tsky , pp. 105-106. P ion
eer Publishers, 1936; 160 pp., cloth 
SI, paper 75 cents. O rder from  
Pioneer Publishers, 116 U n iv e r
s ity  Place, N . Y . 3, N. Y .).

same House o f M organ which 
contro ls m any coal mines, rages 
th a t the m iners are b rin g in g  
about an “ acute coal shortage... 
in  w a rtim e .”  I t  does no t m ention 
th a t the m iners dug more coal 
than  ever before in  h is to ry  o r 
th a t the mine owners made more 
p ro fits  than ever before.

The Tim es demands even more 
s tr in g e n t laws than the S m ith- 
Connally A c t to th ro tt le  and 
crush the  m iners. I t  approves the 
cynical s ta tem ent o f the coal op
era to rs th a t th rough  th e ir  de
mands the m iners are “ encroach
ing  d ire c tly  upon the func tion  o f 
governm ent by usu rp ing  the prob
lems o f social w e lfa re .”  W ho else 
bu t the m iners can safeguard 
th e ir  own social w e lfa re ?  The 
coal owners and th e ir  govern
m ent can b r in g  them  on ly g re a t
er poverty  and despair.

Even the movies have been 
pressed in to  service to  g ive the  
pub lic  fa lse  im pressions about the 
m ine rs ’ l iv in g  conditions. Power 
U n lim ite d , an RKO “ educa
t io n a l”  film , has ju s t been releas
ed to  8,000 theatres, th ru o u t the 
country. The U n ited M ine W o rk 
ers Journa l c ritic izes  “ the im 
pression i t  gives th a t a ll is love
ly  and picturesque in  a g reat 
num ber o f m in in g  com m unities 
owned by coal operators. Shots 
o f a modern beauty p a rlo r, a 
well-stocked and w e ll-ke p t com
pany store and a s lig h t ly  u ltra  
sw im m ing  pool, a long w ith  the 
n a rra to r ’s exp lanation  th a t these 
are the means by which solic itous 
operators endeavor to  keep th e ir

ty rann y . W ere i t  no t fo r  th e ir  
good f ig h t  th is  coun try  m ig h t s t i l l  
be under the heel o f England. In  
the next cen tury , f ig h tin g  men 
like  the m iners, the A b o litio n is ts  
and the U n ion is ts , fo u g h t to 
ge ther w ith  the N egro  slaves and

¡smashed the system  o f cha tte l 
slavery.

A f te r  the C iv il W ar, fig h tin g  
men like  the m iners s trugg led  fo r  
decades aga inst the bosses to keep 
w ha t gains they  made and to  w in  
more gains fo r  the w o rk in g  class. 
M any were ja ile d  and m any were 
k ille d  before the w orkers won the 
r ig h t  to organize in to  unions; be
fo re  they  won f irs t  the 10-hour 
day and then the 8-hour day —  
and the 7-hour day in  the mines. 
The cap ita lis ts  coined m illio ns  o f 
do lla rs o f p ro fit  ou t o f the labor 
o f ch ildren before men like  the 
f ig h tin g  m iners forced the enact
m ent o f laws to make ch ild  labor 
illeg a l.

P ow erfu l forces are lined up 
against the m iners. B u t h a lf a 
m illio n  un ited men are a m ig h ty  
force too. The m iners have the 
power o f th e ir  numbers, they 
have a ju s t cause, they have the 
w ill to  s trugg le . G iven the sup
p o rt o f the whole labo r movement, 
they can break the s trang lehold 
o f the  b loodsucking pro fiteers artd 
w in  th e ir  r ig h t  to  a decent life .
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(cor. 13th S treet, between 6th and B roadw ay)

CIO Leaders Vote 
To Continue Their 
Policy of Retreat

(Continued fro m  page 1)

.By Theodore Kovalesky.

“ continue in ta c t our no - s tr ike  
pledge”  a fte r  the end o f the  w ar 
in  Europe. They voted to  re ta in  
the  C IO  representatives on the 
wage - freezing , em ployer - dom
inated W ar Labor Board. They 
voted, once again, to  send a 
delegation to  the  W h ite  House 
to  beg th e ir  “ fr ie n d ”  fo r  a hand
out. W ith  th e ir  heads buried 
os tr ich -like  to  shu t ou t the  s ig h t 
and sound o f r is in g  rank-and-file  
re vo lt against the po licy o f re 
tre a t and cap itu la tion , the CIO 
leaders voted to  continue the same 
course which has led the  unions 
in to  th e ir  preseht b lind  a lley.

B u t so s trong  has the  sw e lling  
opposition to th is  po licy  become 
th a t i t  found its  echo on the 
board. E m il Kieve, p resident o f 
th e  T e x tile  W orkers U n ion, hod 
George Baldanzi, vice-president, 
cast th e ir  votes aga inst the  po licy 
reso lu tion. Thomas and Addes o f 
the U n ited  A u tom obile  W orkers 
U n ion voted fo r  the reso lu tion 
a fte r  tlve ir proposal ask ing “ con
s idera tion ”  fo r  w ith d ra w in g  the 
CIO members fro m  the W L B  had 
been defeated. The te x tile  and 
auto w orkers  have been in  the 
fo re fro n t o f th e  s tru g g le  aga inst 
the wage-freeze and em ployer 
provocations.

PROPOSE C O N F E R E N C E  
T a k in g  cognizance o f the  c u r

ren t un ion-busting  d rive , the  CTO 
po licy  reso lu tion deplores the 
fa c t th a t "the re  are some em ploy
ers and others who seek to  take 
advantage o f our present w a r 
s itua tion  and endeavor to provoke 
labor by th rea ten ing  the ex
istence o f unions, the discharge o f 
leading members o f the union, 
c u ttin g  wages and o the r d iv is ive 
methods.”  To correct these evils 
the CIO  heads propose th a t 
Roosevelt convene a t r i-p a r t i te  
conference o f in d u s try , labo r and 
governm ent, to  fo rm u la te  “ a 
po licy th a t  w i l l  meet the  needs 
o f our na tion .”

A l l  th is  cha tte r about “ m eeting 
the needs o f the  na tion ”  is so 
much gibberish. The em ployers 
always id e n tify  T H E IR  needs 
w ith  those o f the  “ na tion .”  And 
th e ir  needs have been adequately 
m et by Roosevelt’s po licy  o f 
freez ing  w orkers  to  th e ir  jobs a t 
frozen wages. T h e ir needs have 
been taken care o f by la bo r’s no
s tr ike  pledge and by  the  W ar 
Labor Board. W hy should they 
pa rtic ip a te  in  a conference to 
“ fo rm u la te  p o lic y ? ”  I t  is  th e ir  
po licy wh ich the ad m in is tra tion  
has p u t fo rw a rd  and the labo r 
leaders have been fa ith fu l ly  
c a rry in g  out.

I t  is  labo r which has a c ry in g  
need fo r  a new po licy to  “ meet 
the needs”  o f the w orkers. Such 
a po licy w i l l  never m ate ria lize  
ou t o f a “ conference”  w ith  the 
employers and th e ir  governm ent 
agents. The C IO  ranks look in 
vain to  th e ir  top  leadership to 
fo rm u la te  a po licy th a t w ill 
d e f e n d  th e ir  in terests. The 
cow ard ly  surrender po licy  o f the 
national executive board has made 
i t  abundantly  c lear th a t the CIO 
m ilita n ts  w i l l  have to  fo rg e  a 
new leadership in  the process o f 
s trugg le  fo r  a program  o f action 
th a t can solve th e ir  problems.

“ Pete,”  I  said, “ come on home.”
I t  was la te  a t n igh t. The w orkers on the graveya rd  s h ift  were 

sw eating on the furnaces and s tra in in g  in  the m ills . Some laggards 
from  the s h ift  before were s t i l l  under the showers o r crouched in  a 
c irc le  in  the locker room in te n t ly  w a tch ing  the sp inn ing  o f a p a ir 
o f la rge  transp are n t green dice. O thers were a lready a t home 
spraw led w e a rily  on k itchen cha irs  g e ttin g  a snack before c lim b in g  
in to  bed. I  had stopped a t E m il’s place fo r  a couple o f beers w ith  
some o f the gang. A nd th a t ’s where I  found Pete Nolan.

Pete was lean ing heavily  on the bar, doing his best to  become 
drunk. There were circ les under h is eyes, and his hand was a l i t t le  
unsteady, fo r  Pete had been doing th is  a ll week long. He was d r in k 
ing  double shots.

“ Pete,”  I repeated—
Nolan turned to look a t me.

He turned ponderously and de
libe ra te ly  as though he were a im 
ing  a la rge  gun, sw ing ing  i t  in to  
place to fire. There was a g l in t  o f 
meanness in his eyes, b u t under
neath i t  there was a look o f h u rt, 
o f pa in and b e w ild e rm e n t. th a t 
th rew  up a dyke o f meanness so 
th a t the h u r t  w ou ldn ’t  f lo w  out 
in to  the w o rld  and te ll everyone 
th a t Pete Nolan had troub les th a t 
he couldn’t  take.

Pete glared. “ W h a t the he ll 
you ta lk in g  about. I  haven’t  go t 
any home.”

“ I  know, Pete, bu t come on 
out anyhow.”

Maybe he was sick o f d r in k in g , o r maybe he re a lly  wanted 
to ta lk . Anyhow , he f in a lly  came along, te ll in g  me his troub les as 
we walked down the street.

I t  was an old s to ry  th a t Pete to ld  me. I t ’s been to ld  before in  
a ll languages, and i t  w i l l  be to ld  and re -to ld  m any m ore tim es, 
I ’m a fra id .

Pete to ld  me w h a t a swell l i t t le  w ife  Lo is was. He to ld  me w ith  
w h iskey tears in  his eyes how crazy he was about her.

“ Before we were m arried ,”  he said, “ we used to  plan how i t  
would be. We were go ing to  save up and maybe get a l i t t le  place 
o f our own. I wasn’t  go ing to  w ork  in  th a t damn steel m il l a ll the 
re3 t  o f my life . Some day we th o u g h t we could ge t away fro m  
here, maybe I ’d open up a l i t t le  garage, or we though t maybe we’d 
get a l i t t le  fa rm  or som ething. You know, some place where we 
could have som eth ing o f our own and a l i t t le  secu rity .”

B u t th a t was a ll finished. Pete was now b lubbering  qu ite  openly 
fro m  the double shots he had been d r in k in g  before I  got h im  ou t 
o f E m il’s place.

“ I t ’s a ll over now .”  Pete caught h is  breath. The n ig h t a ir ,  a 
c h il ly  breeze sweeping over the  lake had begun to  clear his head. 
H is  voice became m ore no rm a l once again.

“ Yeah,”  he repealed, “ i t ’s a ll over now. She’s f in a lly  gone and le f t  
me, and, he ll, I  don’t  blame her. I  never wanted to  go ou t anywhere 
o r do an y th in g . I ’d come home grouchy as he ll, and she w ou ldn ’t  
w an t to  take it ,  so she’d say her piece. Cripes, she couldn’t  ju s t s it  
there and take i t  a ll the tim e  w ith o u t ta lk in g  back.

“ Besides, she had p le n ty  to  g ripe  about too. A  g i r l  can’t  s tay  
young and p re tty  a ll her life . She w ants to  have some fu n  when she 
is young, no t ju s t scrub floo rs  and wash a bunch o f d ir ty  w o rk  
clothes and do the  cooking. I t  wasn’t  the w ay we used to  ta lk  
about i t . ”

“ I Didn’t Want It To Happen To Me”
I  d idn ’t  say an y th in g : There was re a lly  no th in g  to  say; besides, 

Pete wanted to  ta lk , no t to  lis ten .
He grinned cyn ica lly . “ I  knew w hat i t  was like . M y old man and 

m y old lady used to  hate each o ther m ost o f the tim e. He’d get ou t 
o f the house every chance he had, and they were always scrapping 
lik e  cats and dogs.

“ B ut, cripes,”  Pete tu rned  to me p a the tica lly , “ I  knew  about 
tha t, and I  d idn ’t  w an t i t  to  happen to me, and i t  w en t and happened 
a ll the same. I ’d come home tire d . . . Y ou know  how i t  is. A nd we 
never had enough m oney . . . you know. I  never m eant i t  to  happen.

“ W h a t the he ll,”  Pete said resignedly, “ I  don’t  blame her.”
We w alked s ile n tly  down the darkened streets past shadowed 

houses where w orkers slept, where bedrooms and kitchens reeked 
w ith  the hatred th a t comes a ll too o ften  w ith  hard tim es, w ith  
d rudgery, and w ith  fa tig u e . In  the distance an engine hooted d ism a lly  
as i t  tugged a load o f ingo ts  past a crossing. I t  was a lone ly  sound.

“ D am m it, I  m iss he r,”  Pete said.
We passed more da rk  houses. Sometimes there  w ou ld  be l ig h t  

in those houses, and laugh te r. Sometimes the re  would be love and 
com radeship; bu t sometimes also the re  would be b itte rness, sharp 
outbursts  o f anger th a t seemed to  come from  t r iv ia l th ings  bu t re a lly  
came fro m  too many hours o f back-breaking to il on the furnaces o r 
in  the m ills  and fro m  paychecks th a t were never qu ite  enough.

Pete m uttered, “ I f  I  could have on ly  made a l i t t le  m ore 
money. . .” , and he turned the corner o f his street.

10 Years Ago 
In The M ilitant

AKRON
Militant Club Forum

Sunday, A pril 1, 3 p. m.

'The Struggle for Negro 
Equality”

39 E . M arket Street Room 406 
Admission Free

MARCH 23, 1935
N E W  Y O R K — Richard W h itne y , P resident o f the New  Y o rk  Stock 

Exchange, warned th a t “ Excessive re lie f presents the gravest 
th re a t to  the fisca l in te g r ity  o f the governm ent.”  (W h itn e y  
la te r d isplayed his own “ fisca l in te g r ity ”  by  em bezzling funds 
entrusted to his con tro l and was sent to  S ing S ing P e n ite n tia ry ).

W h ile  th is  c a p ita lis t spokesman and “ m o ra lis t”  s trove to  
reduce the m iserable re lie f handouts, T he  M il ita n t  revealed the  
tru e  conditions o f the  Am erican w o rkers  caught in  the m ost 
devasta ting  depression in  h is to ry .

“ A  w idow  and tw o  sm all ch ild ren were found liv in g  in  the 
ra ilro a d  s ta tion  a t A llen tow n , Pa.,”  said The M ilita n t.  “ J. E. 
Gibson o f Paris, Texas was given $2 to  buy f is h in g  tack le , and 
removed fro m  the re l ie f  ro lls . ‘The ca tfish  are b itin g ,’ he was 
to ld . M ike N agg is, unem ployed steel w o rke r, was found dead 
in  his unheated home near Coatesville , Pa. ‘S ta rva tion ,’ said the  
coroner.”

W A S H IN G T O N — T a lk  o f rearm am ent fo r  the Second W orld  W a r 
filled  the a ir, as news came fro m  G erm any th a t H it le r  had to rn  
up the V ersa illes T rea ty . “ I t  came as no surp rise ,”  said The 
M ilita n t,  “ despite pub lic  p ro testa tions o f righ teous ind igna tion .

“ T h a t Germ any has been a rm ing  ever since H it le r  came to  
power has been an open secret fo r  m any m onths. . . Jus t so long 
as cap ita lism  exis ts  the re  w i l l  be wars. T h is  is  the  fa c t th a t 
w orkers and the  peoples o f the  w o rld  m ust learn .”
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To defend the USSR as 

the m ain  fo rtress o f the 

w o rld  p ro le ta ria t, against 

a ll assaults o f w o rld  im 

peria lism  and o f in te rna l 

counter-revo lu tion , is  the 

m ost im p o rta n t du ty  of 
e v e r y  class - conscious 

woi'ker.
—  LE O N  TR O TS K Y

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. Military training of workers, financed 

jy the government, but under control 
of the trade unions. Special officers’ 
training camps, financed by the gov
ernment but controlled by the trade 
unions, to train workers to become 
officers.

2. Trade union wages for all workers 
drafted into the army.

3» Full equality for Negroes in the armed 
forces and the war industries— Down 
with Jim Crowism everywhere.

4. Confiscation of all war profits. Expro
priation of all war industries and their 
operation under workers’ control.

5. A rising scale of wages to meet the 
rising cost of living.

6. Workers Defense Guards against vigil
ante and fascist attacks.

7. An Independent Labor Party based on 
the Trade Unions.

8. A Workers’ and Farmers’ Govern
ment.

9. The defense of the Soviet Union 
against imperialist attack.

German Workers
This issue of The M ilitant carries detailed re

ports of strikes, demonstrations, and armed clash
es occurring in the principal industrial centers of 
Germany. These facts show that the German 
workers arc seizing the opportunity provided by 
the mortal m ilita ry and political crisis of German 
imperialism— under the most terrible conditions 
and adverse circumstances—to mobilize their for
ces against the Nazi regime.

What then becomes of the hideous lie that the 
German workers, the first victims of Hitler, were 
behind his regime and still support it? The Ger
man workers were dragged into this war against 
their w ill and their interests by the Nazi agents 
of German imperialism just as the American work
ers, were plunged into the war by the servants of 
Wall Street. They are no more responsible for 
H itle r’s atrocities than the British workers arc 
responsible for Churchill’s massacre of the Greek 
people.

I f  the German workers backed Hitler, there 
would be bitter hatred and hostility between them 
and the millions of foreign workers deported into 
the Reich as slave labor. Instead reports from 
Bremen indicate that they have cemented solidar
ity  in struggle against the Nazis. “ The demon
strators were shouting in I don’t know how many 
languages,”  says the reporter, “ it  was all one roar.”

What a crushing answer is this stirring unity 
in action to the Allied trade union officials who 
met last month in an International Trade Union 
Conference in London! Taking the cue from their 
masters, these labor flunkeys passed a resolution 
saddling the German workers with responsibility 
for the crimes of H itler and German capitalism. 
This slander has been concocted to justify  the 
savage plans of the Big Three to partition Ger
many. demolish its industries, and convert its in
habitants into paupers and slaves as H itler did 
to the peoples he conquered.

To further these reactionary designs the Allied 
spokesmen are peddling another fraudulent story 
which is directly aimed against the maturing Ger
man revolution. They say that after m ilita ry de
feat the Nazis w ill continue to fight indefinitely 
by underground and guerrilla activity.

The prerequisite for sustained and successful

guerrilla warfare is popular sympathy and sup
port. Where w ill the discredited and defeated 
Nazis get such support? Not from the middle 
classes described by Howard Smith as disillusioned 
with Hitler, and in a “ revolutionary”  mood. Cer
tainly not from the German workers who, like the 
Italian workers, won’t need any Allied War Crimes 
Commission to ferret out the fascist rats and shoot 
them on sight.

in fact, the Allied leaders arc preparing to stig
matize these and other revolutionary actions of 
the German workers as “ Nazi guerrilla warfare.”  
Using this type of frameup as a smoke-screen, they 
plan to use occupation troops to repress the masses, 
as they have already done in Greece. One of Stalin’s 
generals has declared that he would deal with a 
demonstration greeting the Red Army with revo
lutionary banners and red flags as “ a Nazi con
spiracy.”

The American workers must be on guard against 
such lies and frameups. They must ra lly to the 
defense of the German worker’s revolution in the 
same spirit of class solidarity displayed by the 
foreign workers inside the Reich.

Smith-Connally Act
On February 26 the United Mine Workers filed 

with the Department of Labor, the National War 
Labor Board and the National Labor Relations 
Board a formal notice of the existence of a labor 
dispute in the coal industry. They took this step 
in defense of their interests in strict conformance 
with the legal requirements imposed upon the 
unions by the Smith-Connally B ill (War Labor 
Disputes Act.)

Despite this scrupulous observance of the harsh 
provisions of this anti-labor statute by the miners, 
the big business press at once set up a howl against, 
them for preparing to “ strike in wartime.”  That 
Wall Street mouthpiece, the N. Y. Times, raved in 
an editorial on Feb. 28 that “ a national coal strike 
at this time would disrupt our entire war produc
tion. It could give both the Nazis and Japanese 
the breathing spell they so urgently need and 
desire.”

The Times had to acknowledge that the miners 
acted legally in taking advantage of the strike- 
poll machinery established under the Smith-Con- 
nallv Act. But it complained that “ this is the re
sult of one of. the stupidest pieces of legislation 
ever passed by Congress.”

What cynical hypocrisy! This infamous meas
ure, passed by Congress on June 25, 1943 was 
deliberately designed as a weapon against the trade 
union movement, and especially against the United 
Mine Workers which had just conducted three 
magnificent general strikes against the avaricious 
mine owners. It contains many vicious c iv il and 
criminal penalties which have already been in
voked to convict mine union officials.

But even this “ slave statute” is not vicious 
enough for the labor-hating employers, their press, 
and government representatives. They do not 
propose to permit the miners to operate even w ith
in the restrictive framework of the Smith-Con
nally Act. Demands’ for more stringent anti-labor 
legislation are already being raised in Wall Street 
and Washington. By fa ir means or foul, the 
bosses are out to smash the miners’ union.

The Main Task
The W all Street plunderbund is openly pre

paring a nation-w'idc union-smashing drive in an
ticipation of an early end to the war against Ger
many. The bloated war-profiteers aim to crush 
all organized resistance to their “ post-war” wage
slashing, open-shop "reconversion”  schemes.

The recent strike-wave in Detroit was deliber
ately provoked by the auto corporations with this 
end in view. Their plans are being facilitated by 
the weak-kneed policies of surrender imposed upon 
the unions by the official leadership. While the 
bosses f i l l  their war-chests, gather their forces, 
and go ahead with their union-busting conspira
cies, the top union officials act as a brake upon 
the m ilitancy of the ranks.

The prelim inary skirmishes in Detroit have 
amply proved that the workers are ready and 
eager to meet and beat back the offensive of the 
union-wreckers. They have confidence that the 
fighting capacities which built their powerful or
ganizations are fu lly  adequate to defend them.

What the militants lack is an Organization which 
can unify and coordinate their struggles around a 
program which answers their needs. This was evi
dent in the recent UAW referendum on the no
strike pledge. A powerful national coalition com
posed of the Stalinists, the employers and their 
government, the kept press and the union bureau
crats was arrayed against the UAW militants. This 
combination threw its fu ll weight against a small 
rank-and-file group which had been organized to 
fight for the independence of the union by rescind
ing the no-strike pledge. Yet, even despite this 
unfavorable relationship of forces, over one-third 
of the votes cast in the referendum favored the 
revocation of the pledge.

There are similar rank-and-file groups in rub
ber, steel, and other unions. The task is to over
come their present weaknesses and isolation and 
to create a movement capable of meeting the na
tion-wide offensive of the employers.

The program for such a progressive movement 
is clearly indicated by .the main issues which have 
already arisen out of the experiences of the work
ers themselves. The m ilitants in the various unions 
are. mobilizing around the following slogans: re
scind the no-strike pledge, withdraw the union 
representatives from the WLB, build the inde
pendent labor party.

G u ard ia n  o f R eaction

W O  R K E R S' 
F  O  R U M

0PA Gives Profiteers 
Another Helping Hand

Roosevelt’s O ffice o f P rice  A d m in is tra tio n  la s t week 
extended to wholesalers and re ta ile rs  o f “ a ll com
m od ities”  the p r iv ile g e  o f us ing  special price-padd ing 
practices a lready employed by the m anufacture rs  w ith  
OPA approvals

T h is  is the “ product standard”  p r in c ip le  o f , f ix in g  
prices, w h ich netted the steel barons alone $100,000,- 
000 ex tra  p ro fits  in 1-944.

Accord ing to th is  s lick  method, m anufactu re rs  and 
m erchants may demand and secure indu s try -w ide
price-ce iling  increases fo r  specific com m odities on the 
basis o f the costs o f the sm allest and least e ffic ie n t 
firm s in  a given in d u s try  o r trade.

A ll the m erchants have to do to  ge t a price  boost 
on any item  is to show th a t some in d iv idua l se lle r’s 
cost o f opera tion does n o t p e rm it a “ reasonable”  
p ro fit  on th a t item . The p rice -ce iling  is hiked fo r  the 
en tire  trade , regard less o f how la rge  the  p ro fits  o f 
the b ig  firm s are.

T h is  O P A -pricc  gougers’ scheme to c lip  the con
sumers fo r  hundreds o f m illio ns  in add itiona l p ro fits  
was announced ju s t a fte r  D epu ty  OPA A d m in is tra to r 
Brownlee -had. reported on the s taggering  p ro fits  o f 
re ta il m erchants to  the Senate B ank ing  and Currency 
Committee. He expla ined th a t “ the 0 “P A  never reduces 
prices m ere ly because i t  considers p ro fits  are la rge .”

Brownlee adm itted  th a t 1943 p ro fits  had soared 
as much as ten tim es over those o f the 1936-39.period. 
Here are the percentages o f p ro fit  increases ho 
revealed. D epartm ent and specia lty  stores, 1,046 per 
cent; hardw are re ta ile rs , 360; sm all fu rn itu re  sellers, 
170; v a rie ty  chain stores, 250; m en’s c lo th ing , 230; 
chain groceries, 76; independent groceries, 101; music 
shops, 210.

T h is  la te s t OPA assistance to  the. p ro fiteers was 
denounced by Donald M ontgom ery, cha irm an o f the 
CIO  Cost o f L iv in g  Com m ittee and a member o f the  
O P A ’s Labor P o licy Com m ittee. He declared th a t 
unless such policies are ha lted “ price con tro l is  go ing 
to give w ay”  and an “ explosive s itu a tio n ”  w i l l  resu lt. 
For the  consumers, the  “ com plicated fo rm u las”  o f 
the OPA mean tha t i t  “ continues to raise prices fo r  
establishm ents which already are m aking  m any tim es 
the p ro fits  which they made in  p re -w ar years.”

Thus, Roosevelt’s O PA sanctions a new huge price  
steal ju s t  a f te r  his W ar Labo r Boai-d and Econom ic 
S tab iliza tion  A d m in is tra tio n  reendorse the wage
freez ing  L it t le  Steel Form u la .

Tbe columns are open to tbe opinions of the readers of The M ilitant. Letters 
are welcome on any subject of interest to the workers, but keep them short and include your 
name and address. Indicate i f  you do not want your name printed. — Editor.

Polish Readers
E d ito r:

The a ttitu d e  o f Polish w orkers 
was dem onstrated by the  reaction 
o f one w o rke r in  The M il ita n t  
subscrip tion  drive  la s t Sunday 
m orn ing . I  to ld  h im  when he 
opened the door th a t I  represent
ed The M ilita n t,  the  on ly  paper: 
in  the coun try  w h ich te lls  the 
t ru th  about the conditions o f the 
workers.

He in v ited  me in  and asked 
about the unde rly ing  ideas o f the 
paper. I  answered th a t i t  was 
a socia lis t paper. He then  stated 
th a t he was opposed to  Bolshev
ism . M y rep ly  whs th a t the pa
per was a B olshevik paper, and 
I  asked why he wás aga inst B o l
shevism. He then made i t  c lear 
th a t he fe lt  very  s tro n g ly  op
posed to  S ta lin ’s en tiré  line  in  
Poland and iden tified  S ta lin ism  
w ith  revo lu tiona ry  socialism .

As soon as he discovered th a t 
the paper was a n ti-S ta lin is t, th a t 
i t  fo llow ed the policies o f Len in  
and T ro tsky , his a ttitu d e  chang
ed. I  insisted th a t Bolshevism  
had no th ing  in  common w ith  
S ta lin ism  and presented our line  
on Poland, backed up by The 
M il ita n t  s to ry  o n 'th e  Y a lta  con
ference.

The w o rke r w ent on to s tate 
th a t he had no confidence in 
C hurch ill and Roosevelt —  bu t 
fe l t  th a t progress could on ly  be 
made in  Europe by the  poor. To 
illu s tra te  h is d isapprova l o f con
d itions here a t home, w ith  p a r t i
cu la r reference to  the coal sho rt
age, he w ent on to  exp la in  how 
sim ple i t  would be to  produce 
heat more e ffic ie n tly  and cheaply 
i f  done on a cooperative socia list 
basis.

O ur ta lk  wound up by  his ta k 
ing  tw o  subscrip tions, one fo r  
h im se lf and one fo r  a Polish 
fr ien d . T ha t, p lus the th ree I  
had already sold, made five in  
one hour.

D. L . *
Cleveland, O.

Milwaukee Socialists
E d ito r:

F our S oc ia lis t P a rty  candid
ates in  the M ilw aukee School 
Board S pring  P r im a ry  elections 
w il l  he opposed by  a f i f th  Social
is t P a rty  member, A n th ony  K in g  
o f the A F L  B u ild in g  Trades. 
W h ite -ha ired  p a r ty  members 
were h o rro r-s tr icken  when F ra n k  
Zeid ler, gu id in g  l ig h t  o f the 
som ewhat ru s ty  SP m un ic ipa l 
machine, suggested th a t K in g  be 
expelled. I t  was pointed ou t th a t 
the A F L  bureaucra t has “ too 
m any frie n d s .”  Expu ls ion  would 
also be su ic ida l fo r  SP asp irants 
to A F L  bureaucracy jobs.

N a tu ra lly  th is  is no t a m a tte r 
fo r  the a tten tion  o f the Socia list 
P a rty  N a tion a l Executive. The 
ways o f “ democracy,”  “ au ton
omy,”  “ u n ity ,”  are sacred. School 
Board posts in M ilw aukee are 
tra d itio n a l stepping-stones fo r

am b itious la b o r-ta k in g  p o lit i
cians.

Jack O’Connell 
M ilw aukee, W is.

More 'Spicy' Articles
E d ito r:

W h y  no t have m ore spicy a r 
tic les on lead ing figures such as 
the one on D anie l Tob in? I f  I  
could on ly  w rite , I ’d tu rn  a group 
ou t on each o f the  “ B ig  Three,”  
the “ B r ic k la y e r,”  “ Rosy”  and 
“ Uncle Joe.”

W h ile  I  have some more room, 
I ’d like  to o ffe r  the suggestion 
th a t The M il ita n t  would be lo ts  
m ore a ttra c tiv e  i f  i t  were sm a ll
e r in size and had m ore pages. 
I t  is very d if f ic u lt  to  road a la rge  
paper on the s tree t cars and bus
es and th is  is the on ly  tim e  th a t 
m any people do read.

J. M.
Los Angeles

Negro Blood
E d ito r:

In  our p lan t the o ther day, we 
had an in te re s tin g  and s tr ik in g  
example o f how m any Negro 
w orkers v ie w  the Red Cross. One 
o f m y buddies, a Negro, upon 
pay ing  the  $1.00 th a t was forced 
fro m  him  th rough  pressure o f the 
company, said to the fo rem an:

“ Here’s m y do lla r, on ly  be-

QUESTION BOX
Q : In  the  M arch 17 M il ita n t  

you reported th a t the cost o f th is  
w a r has “ passed the tr il l io n -d o l-  
la r  m ark .”  How much is a t r i l 
lion?

A : A  t r i l l io n  is a thousand
b illions  —  or a m illio n  m illions. 
In  figures, 1,000,000,000,000.

*  #  *

Q: W ho were the M o lly  M ag
uires?

A : A  secret o rgan iza tion  o f 
Pennsylvania m iners, fo rm ed as 
an answer to  the te rro r is m  o f the 
coal operators in  the 1870’s. The 
M o lly  M aguires a ttem pted by in - 
v idua l acts o f violence to  w in  bet
te r  wages and conditions fo r  the 
m iners. They were betrayed by 
a P inke rton  stool-pigeon and 
the organ iza tion  destroyed by 
hang ing ten and ja il in g  the rest 
o f its  leaders.

*  r- *

Q : W 'hat was the f irs t  union 
in  Am erica?

A : The p rin te rs , who in  New 
Y ork  organized a “ tu rn -o u t”  —  
a s tr ik e  —  in  1776. O ther trade  
unions were organized in  the 
same period by shoemakers, ship 
masters, ta ilo rs  and carpenters.

*  *  *

Q : W hat is the p ro le ta r ia t and 
.how does i t  d i f fe r  from  the w o rk 
ers?

A : There is no d iffe rence. The 
te rm  ‘p ro le ta r ia t ’ includes a ll 
those who m ust live  by se lling  
th e ir  labo r power fo r  wages to 
the cap ita lis ts .

cause I prom ised i t  to  you. When 
I w ent down to the lie d  Cross 
blood bank the  o ther day, to  o f
fe r a p in t  o f m y blood, I  was to ld , 
‘No, w e’re no t in  need o f any Ne
gro blood a t present.’ I f  m y blood 
isn ’t  good enough fo r  them, 
ne ithe r is m y money.”

T ru ly , th is  is a good example 
o f thé double d isc rim in a tio n  
aga inst the N egro m in o r ity  in  
th is  country.

I.  C.
Youngstown, O.

System Denies Right 
To Trial By Jury
E d ito r:

I  ce rta in ly  lik e  the w ay you 
rep lied to  L. G. Sims in  your is 
sue o f F ebruary  24th. I t  does not 
m a tte r who is the president under 
th is  system ; they a ll act more or 
less a like. Hoover was no t as 
good a president because he could 
no t peddle as much baloney. B u t 
a change o f presidents re a lly  
makes no actual change in the 
system o f governm ent.

The U n ited  States C onstitu tion  
supposedly guarantees th a t the 
r ig h t  to ju ry  tr ia ls  sha ll be pres
erved in  both c r im in a l and c iv il 
cases bu t fo r  over 60 years i t  has 
been the easiest th in g  to  prevent 
lawyerless defendants fro m  hav
in g  ju ry  tr ia ls . F o r who could 
ever know th a t they had demand
ed a ju ry  t r ia l w ith in  the tim e  
prescribed by law?

A nd a fte r  reg a in in g  h is l ib 
e rty , i f  a man tr ie d  to take lega l 
action aga inst whoever prevented 
h im  fro m  hav ing  a ju r y  t r ia l ,  he 
would find such action was im pos
sible because he could produce no 
proof. I t  was m ere ly  his word 
aga inst the word o f a respected 
citizen, and he was an ex-convict.

I t  m ay be th a t those who made 
the C onstitu tion  intended th a t a 
defendant should rem a in  a de
fendan t u n t il he had received a ll 
the legal r ig h ts  he was en titled  
to, and th a t in any controversy, 
the burden o f p ro v in g  th a t he had 
received his legal r ig h ts  would be 
upon those responsible fo r  hand l
in g  the case.

B u t between the people and the 
C onstitu tion  there  are such a lo t 
o f law yers and judges who have 
made so many ru les fo r  lega l p ro 
cedure th a t i t  is im possib le fo r  
the Supreme L a w  o f the land to 
operate when a poor man is the 
defendant.

Do the people approve o f such 
practices o r is the re  a po ss ib ility  
that, they do no t know o f them ? 
I t  is a c e rta in ty  th a t they have 
the r ig h t  to  s it  on ju ry  tr ia ls  and 
they cannot do th is  when such 
tr ia ls  are w ithhe ld  fro m  those 
who are en titled  to  them .

T h is  m a tte r m ay possib ly in te r 
est some o f your readers fo r  i t  
shows th a t the au tho ritie s  believe 
th a t they are ju s tified  in ig n o rin g  
the U n ited  States C onstitu tion  
and ad m in is te rin g  the. law  in the 
w ay they  th in k  best. I t  also 
shows th a t they refuse to  a llow  
a law yerless defendant to have 
a  fa ir  t r ia l .

A r th u r  Penn 
San Francisco, Cal.

NAM Advice On How To Win 
Friends Inside Congress

According- to  the tongue-in-cheek tes tim ony o f its  
representa tive  before the House C am paign Expend i
tures Com m ittee las t year, the  N a tio n a l Associa tion 
o f M anufactu re rs  is s tr ic t ly  “ n o n -p o litica l.”  N A M  
d idn ’t  have to account fo r  p o lit ic a l expenditures, be
cause i t  d idn ’t  make any. So said th e  N A M .

The la te s t iitlh rt-p o litic a l”  ven tu re  o f the  N A M  is 
a flossy  l i t t le  pam ph let, called “ K now  Y o u r Con
gressm an.”  T h is  is be ing  sent to  a l l N A M  members 
w ith  a le tte r  fro m  Ira  Mosher, new N A M  president.

As one com m entator observed, th is  educational 
brochure m ig h t w e ll be tit le d  “ The Care and Feeding 
o f Congressmen.”  I t  te lls  a ll the  l i t t le  cha rm ing ways 
a business man can use to  “ w in  friends  and in fluence  
people”  among the federa l leg is la to rs .

Included in  the  pam ph le t a re  ten ru les  fo r  business 
men in  g e ttin g  Congress t v g ive them  w h a t they 
want. I t  also advises the business lobbyis ts  to  rem em 
ber th a t a Congressman is “ hum an”  and has personal 
problem s— such as a m ise rly  $10,000 annual sa lary  
wh ich is “ no t enough to  m eet his demands.”

Be use fu l to  you r Congressman and he’l l  be use fu l 
to you, is the N A M  “ no n -p o litica l”  slogan.

Grain Speculators Coin 
Millions From ‘Leaks’

Speculators w ith  inside in fo rm a tio n  on the  govern
m en t’s Com m odity C re d it C o rpora tion  operations have 
made “ m illio ns  and m illio ns  o f do lla rs ”  in  the g ra in  
m arke t, declared Rep. Taber before the House la s t 
week. He called fo r  an in ves tig a tion  o f a s itu a tio n  
which he said “ transcends Teapot Dome.”

These charges were supported by Rep. Keefe, who 
stated th a t an exam ination o f “ ce rta in  brokerage 
houses here and in  Chicago”  would disclose “ la rge  
purchases”  o f g ra in  a t below p a r ity  prices ju s t a few  
days before the CCC announced i t  w ould support 
g ra in  prices up to  p a r ity . .

“ People on the in ,”  he said, “ made themselves 
m illio ns  and m illio ns  o f do lla rs on the  transaction .”

Taber recited g ra in  price quotatio fts a t Chicago fo r  
September 26, 1944 p r io r  to  the m arke t opening. “ Be
fo re  the g ra in  m a rke t opened the G overnm ent an
nounced th a t i t  would buy on M ay 1, 1945, a t f u l l  
p a r ity  price a ll wheat under loan th a t rem ained un 
redeemed. T h is came as a surp rise  and caused a five- 
cent advance in w heat th a t day.

“ F rom  September 9 to  September 25 there  was a 
steady rise  in the price o f wheat and the spread 
reached a h e ig h t o f 14 1 /5  cents pe r bushel. There 
was a ve ry  la rge volum e o f purchases and those 
purchases were dropped on the  m a rk e t im m ed ia te ly  
a fte r  the announcement on the 25th a t a v e ry  la rge  
p ro fit.”

He asked: “ Is i t  possible to  in fe r  an y th ing  o ther 
than th a t there had been a leak in  the  operations o f 
the Com m odity C red it C orpora tion  and th a t those w ith  
the t ip - o f f  made an enormous p ro fit  in  g e ttin g  r id  o f 
the wheat at h igh  p rices?” . A  s im ila r  “ leakage and a 
p ro fit on the p a rt o f speculators”  in  the egg, rye  and 
ra is in  m arke ts in  connection w ith  CCC operations 
were also charged.

A t  the m om ent these disclosures were be ing made, 
F ra n k  Hancock, CCC head, s it t in g  in  the  House 
ga lle ry , h a s tily  disclosed to  reporte rs  th a t  th ree  em
ployees o f the  CCC had been “ separated”  fro m  th e ir  
jobs and an inves tiga tion  was be ing started .

This, presum ably, w i l l  uncover some m in o r scape
goats, w h ile  c a p ita lis t speculation in  the necessities 
o f  l i fe  fo r  the people w i l l  continue unabated. The 
speculators would m ere ly  use th e ir  governm ent con
nections to uncover new sources o f “ inside”  in fo rm a 
tio n .


