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ADMINISTRATION AIDS MEAT PROFITEERS
Documents Show 
British Bribe 
Greek Royalists

In his column of March 22, Drew Pearson published the 
sensational revelation that a British Intelligence Officer wearing 
an.American uniform had given bribes to Greek leaders of Royal­
ist and right-wing organizations who served Churchill in the 
massacre of Greek workers.

“ Governor Lehm an's U N R R A  is 
do ing  its  best to  hush i t  up, bu t 
a  ve ry  s trange th in g  has hap­
pened in  Greece,”  Peprson w rote . 
“ A  B r it is h  U N R R A  w o rke r was 
k ille d , and in  his possession were 
found receipts fo r  money paid by 
/the B r it is h  to Greek fac tions, to 
encourage them  to  f ig h t aga inst 
each other. . .

“ Here are the so fa r  suppressed 
fac ts  as to w h a t happened. The 
U N R R A  w o rke r who was k illed  
was L. F . R. Shepherd, ch ie f of 
the  U N R R A ’s Greek M ission In ­
te lligence  D iv is ion . On the ro lls  
he was lis ted  as “ M is te r”  Shep­
herd bu t ac tua lly  he was a colonel 
in  the B r it is h  A rm y  and had been 
in  MO-4 and Force 133.

“ Colonel Shepherd j o i n e d  
U N R R A  r ig h t  a fte r  the libe ra tion  
o f A thens, b u t d u rin g  the whole 
.time up u n t il h is death lie was 
ac tin g  fo r  B r it is h  In te lligence , 
though  us ing the A m erican f la g  
on his car.

E V ID E N C E  OF B R IB E S
“ A f te r  he was k illed , U 'NR RA 

o ffic ia ls  who took an inven to ry  
o f p ro p e rty  in  the Colonel’s hotel 
room  found receipts fo r  huge 
am ounts o f go ld  sovereigns. The 
rece ip ts  were dated Oct. 22 to  
N ov. 29, fo u r  days . be fore the 
troub le  broke in  A thens.

“ The receipts sa id : ‘ I  have re ­
ceived fro m  M r. L. F . R. Shepherd 
a sealed bag said to  contain 1,000 
gold sovereigns.’ These receipts 
were signed by Greek leaders o f 
va rious ro y a lis t and r ig h t-w in g  
organ iza tions. The amounts men­
tioned in  the rece ipts varied from  
100 sovereigns to 2,000.

“ In  o ther words, a ll d u rin g  the 
period when Greek p o lit ic a l fa c ­
tions were t r y in g  to  w o rk  ou t 
th e ir  own problem s, a B r it is h  
Colonel, disguised as an U N R R A  
W orker, was pay ing  Greek R oya l­
is t  fac tions  to  f ig h t the  E A M - 
E L A S  group w h ich  had done m ost 
o f the g u e rr illa  f ig h t in g  against 
the  Germans.

“ A f te r  the  fig h tin g  sta rted , 
Colonel Shepherd kep t on s t ir r in g  
tip  troub le . As an U N R R A  o ffice r, 
supposedly on a m ission o f m ercy, 
he could tra v e l fre e ly  between

British Deport 15,000 
Greeks to N. Africa

One o f the charges hurled 
against E LA S  by C hurch ill 
was th a t they “ held hostages”  
d u rin g  th e ir  s trugg les against 
the B ritish -supported  reac tion ­
a ry  forces. Now the other 
side of the p ic tu re  —  the B r i t ­
ish seizure o f E LA S  hostages 
—  has been revealed by O ver­
seas News Agency.

A ccord ing to the rep o rt 
dated March 17, “ The B r it is h  
have deported 15,000 Greeks, 
many o f them veterans o f the 
cam paign aga inst I ta ly  in  
1910-41 and a lm ost a ll o f 
them veterans o f the f ig h tin g  
against the German occupa­
tion  forces, to  N o rth  A fr ic a n  
concentration camps.

“ Reports had been curren t 
e a rlie r th a t the B r it is h  had 
deported some Greeks to  A f ­
rica, bu t u n til now there had 
been no approx im ation  o f 
th e ir  number.”

A n  Am erican governm ent 
o ff ic ia l said th a t “ The Greeks 
were taken fro m  th e ir  home­
land before, du ring  and a fte r  
the recent c iv il w a r in  the 
country , where ind ica tions are 
accum ulating t h a t ,  another 
cris is  is b low ing  up.”

the B r it is h  zone and the E LA S  
zone. And he did. F u rthe rm o re , he 
did  so, in a car draped w ith  the 
A m erican  f la g . U nde r cover o f 
the A m erican f la g  he w en t in to  
E LA S  te r r ito ry  ostensib ly to ta lk  
about food d is tr ib u tio n , b u t ac­
tu a lly  to ge t m il ita ry  in fo rm a tio n .

“ When Colonel Shepherd’s car 
h it  an E LA S  mine d u rin g  the  las t 
days o f the ba ttle , i t  was s t i l l  
p roud ly  bearing the  S tars  and 
S tripes, sym bol o f the land in 
which the Greek people have so 
much fa ith .”

D rew Pearson fu r th e r  revealed 
th a t the “ ch ie f loans which the 
Greek governm ent owes abroad 
are to the Ham bro Bank o f Lon­
don. A t  one tim e  C h u rch ill was 
helped ou t fina nc ia lly  by the 
Ham bro fa m ily .”
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Wacs Protesting 
Jim-Crow Given 
Hard Labor Terms

FORT DEVENS, Mass., Mar. 
21.— Four Negro Wacs who 
struck at Lovell General Hospi­
tal in protest against Jim Crow 
restriction to menial jobs, were 
today sentenced to one year at 
hard labor and dishonorable 
discharge.

The cou rt m a rt ia l imposed sen­
tence a fte r  on ly  tw en ty  m inutes 
“ de libe ra tion ”  by nine officers, in ­
c lud ing tw o  W ac officers and two 
N egro officers. Col. C randall, 
com m anding o ffice r o f the hos­
p ita l, who to ld  some o f the de­
fendants th a t he did no t w ant 
“ black Waos”  in  the m oto r pool 
or as m edical technicians, did no t 
appear a t the proceedings. He is 
on th ir ty -d a y  leave, granted ju s t 
p r io r  to  the opening o f the cou rt 
m a rtia l.

The fo u r  g ir ls , Pvts. A nna C. 
M orrison, 20; Johnnie M urphy, 
20; M a ry  E. Green, 21; and A lice  
Young, 23, had s truck  w ith  56 
other N egro Wacs on M arch 7. 
They charged th a t they were 
forced to  scrub floo rs  and w ind ­
ows because o f th e ir  color, w h ile  
w h ite  Wacs w ith  .s im ila r educa­
tion  and t ra in in g  did no t do men­
ia l w ork.

Ordered back to w o rk  on 
M arch 10 by  Gen. M iles, 54 com­
plied. Two others la te r re turned 
to  duty.

Pvt. M orrison, who to ld  her 
w h ite  Wac com m anding office r 
th a t she could no t continue doing 
heavy w ork, said before the tr ia l,  
“ I f  i t  w i l l  help my people I  w il l 
take a cou rt m a rtia l.”  She to ld  
the cou rt th a t she would have 
“ pre fe rred  to  dig”  ra th e r than 
continue doing w o rk  which w h ite  
Wacs were no t compelled to  do 
also.
, A l l  defendants testified  th a t 
the Negro Wacs were assigned 
d iffe re n t duties than w h ite  Wacs.

T ak in g  the  stand aga inst the 
defendants, L t. V irg in ia  Lawson 
o f Tulsa, Oklahom a was compel­
led to  adm it th a t o f 178 w h ite  
Wacs»only 15 are classified as o r­
derlies, w h ile  60 o f the 99 Negro 
Wacs, co llege-tra ined medical 
technicians, are so classified.

There are no Negroes classified 
as technicians a t the hospita l, L t. 
Lawson testified , and on ly s ix  
Negro clerks, a ll o f whom  are 
res tric ted  to w o rk  on the Negro 
com pany’s a ffa irs .

The N a tiona l Association fo r  
the Advancem ent o f Colored Peo­
ple has announced i t  is p lacing 
atto rneys a t the service o f the 
convicted g irls .
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Anti-Stalinist M ilitants Gain 
Strength In  Ford Local 600

By Roy Weston
DETROIT, March 17 — A significant development in the 

CIO United Automobile Workers ijs the weakening of the Stalin­
ist influence on the huge Ford Local 600 as evidenced in the 
elections now in progress.

The most powerful blow yet delivered to the Stalinist-con­
trolled Grant-Tappes machine was struck by J. B. Jones, a lead­
er in the huge Press Steel Unit, when he announced his can­
didacy for the presidency of h is ^  
unit in opposition to the Stalin­
ist machine.

Jones, an old - t im e r in  the 
S ta lin is t ranks and the man who 
played the ou ts tand ing  ro le  in  
o rg an iz in g  and lead ing the 1941 
h is to ric  s tr ike , shook the local 
union to  its  foundations when he 
openly procla im ed his break w ith  
the S ta lin is ts  and organized a 
caucus on a m ilita n t program  to 
f ig h t th e ir  reactionary , bureau­
c ra tic  ru le .

WhyRooseveltPromises 
‘Study’ Of Annual Wage

By C. Thomas
A few days after the Advisory Board of the Office of War 

Mobilization and Reconversion made public a resolution com­
plaining that they were not being called upon for “ advice,”  
Roosevelt announced he had ordered the board to “ study”, the 
question of a guaranteed annual wage. The demand for a guar­
anteed annual wage was part of the steel wage case before the 
War Labor Board and has become part of the CIO program.

The W LB  rejected the demand® 
b u t recommended a “ s tudy”  o f
the question to determ ine w heth­
er in d u s try  could “ a ffo rd ”  to g ive 
such a guarantee. In  a le tte r  to 
Roosevelt, the cha irm an o f the 
W L B  disclosed th a t the fe a r o f 
unem ploym ent wh ich has led to 
the  demand fo r  a guaranteed an­
nua l wage, “ is c o n trib u tin g  also 
to  the pressure fo r  a change in 
the  na tiona l wage s tab iliza tion  
p o licy .”

B y  shun ting  the demand fo r  a 
guaranteed wage to the W M R  ad­
v iso ry  board, Roosevelt aim s to 
k i l l  three b irds w ith  one stone. 
(1 ) To d iv e rt the a tten tion  o f the 
w orkers f r o m  the s trugg le  
aga inst t h e  a d m in is tra tio n ’s 
wage-freezing “ s tab iliza tion  p o l­
ic y .”  (2) To aid the  “ labo r 
statesm en”  in lu ll in g  th e ir  own 
m em bership w ith  the illus ion  th a t 
■something is be ing done about 
the  problem  o f “ po s t-w a r”  secur­
ity .  (3) To qu ie t the c lam or o f 
the  W M R  “ advisory board,: 
w h ich  has been com ple te ly ig n o r­
ed by d irec to r James F. Byrnes, 
whose an ti-la bo r decisions have 
been made w ith o u t be ne fit o f 
th e ir  advice.

The popu lar demand fo r  a

guaranteed annual wage express­
es the profound desire o f the 
w orkers fo r  a decent standard o f 
liv in g  fo r  a ll those able and w il­
lin g  to w ork. In  essence, i t  re ­
presents a revu ls ion aga inst the 
in san ity  o f the p ro fit  system 
which dooms m illio ns  o f w orkers 
to dire w ant, w h ile  fac to ries  re ­
m ain id le and food moulders in 
warehouses o r ro ts  in  the  fields. 
T lie  w o rk in g  masses are haunted 
by the m em ory o f the  p re -w ar 
depression wh ich condemned m il­
lions to idleness, hunger and des­
pa ir, th rough  no fa u lt  o f th e ir  
own. They seek some measure o f 
pro tection aga inst a recurrence o f 
such conditions.

In  o rdering  the study, Roos­
evelt b land ly  announced th a t “ he 
had been ta lk in g  about a gu a r­
anteed annual wage fo r  about ten 
years.”  To whom  had he been 
ta lk in g  about th is  fo r  “ ten 
yea rs? ”  O bviously, to  h im se lf—  
i f  i t  took ten years to  get around 
to the po in t o f ask ing th a t a 
“ s tud y”  be made o f the question.

A nd w h a t ten years! The 
economic cris is  raged d u rin g  his 
whole period o f office. There were

s t i l l  ten m illio n  unemployed du r­
in g  the w a r boom year o f 1940. 
I t  was no t u n t il w a r production 
and the d ra ft  absorbed the a v a il­
able labo r force th a t unem ploy­
m ent was reduced to a m in im um .

D u rin g  the ten  years in  which 
Roosevelt cla im s he “ ta lke d ”  
about a guaranteed wage, one- 
th ird  o f the people, by his own 
admission, were ill- fe d , ill-c lo thed  
and ill-housed. M illio n s  o f men 
and women were on the dole 
w h ile  fac to ries  stood id le. Under 
the planned sabotage o f the “ New- 
Deal,”  cotton, corn and live  stock 
were plowed under in o rder to 
create an economy o f a r t if ic ia l 
scarc ity . These measures “ g u a r­
anteed”  on ly  poverty  and inse­
c u r ity  fo r  the masses. B u t w h ile  
a ll th is  was go ing on, Roosevelt, 
according to  h is la te s t reve la tion, 
kep t “ ta lk in g  about a guaranteed 
annual wage.”  How consoling!

Roosevelt’s demogogic gesture 
in b u ry in g  the demand in  the 
W M R  advisory board is intended 
to head o f f  the independent ac­
tion  o f the w orkers in  the fig h t 
fo r  economic security . The f ig h t 
fo r  a guaranteed annual wage is 
essentia lly  a p o lit ic a l s trugg le . I f  
m eant seriously, i t  requires f irs t  
o f a ll th a t labo r break w ith  the 
p o lit ic a l parties and agents o f the 
em p loying class and take the 
road o f f ig h tin g  fo r  its  own p ro ­
gram  under its  own p o litica l ban 
ner.

F L A Y S  S T A L IN IS T S
Because o f the h igh regard in 

w h ich the Ford  workers hold h im  
and the fa c t th a t his conduct in  
the s tr ike  won h im  the Press Steel 
U n it  presidency in  1941, Jones 
shared la rg e ly  in  enab ling the 
S ta lin is ts  to  ga in  con tro l o f the 
local. D u rin g  the past tw o  years 
o f S ta lin is t sell-outs, he had tem ­
p o ra r ily  re tire d  to  the  back­
ground. H is s tatem ent, made a t a 
recent caucus m eeting, b rough t 
cheers fro m  the w orkers and 
flabbergasted the S ta lin is t lead­
ership.

“ M ost o f you know,”  he stated, 
“ th a t I  was one o f the ch ie f o r­
ganizers and leaders o f the s tr ik e

o f 1941. M ost o f you also know 
th a t a fte r  a ll the w orkers had le ft  
(he p lan t on the n ig h t o f the 
s trike , 1 re-entered the Produc­
tion  Foundry w ith  the Reverend 
Horace W h ite  and we asked the 
Negro bro thers to  leave the p lan t 
w ith  us and to  jo in  the union. 
D u ring  the balance o f th a t even­
ing  and the fo llo w in g  day I  s ign ­
ed up more than 700 o f these 
w orkers in to 'o u r  union.

“ M any o f our so-called leaders 
today are men I  had to beg to  jo in  
the union when they were a fra id  
to  do so fo r  fe a r M r. Ford  would 
fire  them . I t  is no t easy fo r  me 
to  make a complete break w ith  
men whom I  have known fo r  
m any years. However, I  am 
te ll in g  you today th a t I  am break­
ing  w ith  these people fo re ve r be­
cause they no longer serve the 
best in te rests o f the A m erican 
workers.

“ They stand fo r  a N o -S trike  
Pledge a t a tim e when the em­
ployers are us ing the pledge to 
destroy ou r union. They are op­
posed to an Independent Labor 
P a rty  a t a tim e  when an Inde­
pendent Labor P a r ty  is a  c ry in g  

(Continued on page 4)

IN THE NEWS

Yields To "Famine" Threat 
By Granting Price Subsidy
Roosevelt Tells People to "Tighten Belts" 
While Packers Divert Meat to Black Market

By Art Preis
Two weeks ago before the Senate bearings on 

the price control act lobbyists of the Meat Trust 
threatened to impose a “meat famine” upon the 
country unless OPA “ inconsistencies,” meaning 
price ceilings, were promptly removed. They issued 
this ultimatum even though the packers have boost­
ed their profits almost eight times during the war 
and llieir spokesmen admitted that “ the country has

^the raw beef.”
Last week the Roose­

velt a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
promptly yielded to the 
profit-greedy meat bar-

M Y R A  WEISS ISSUES 
ELECTION STATEM ENT

LOS A N G E LE S , M arch 22. —  
W ith  the election cam paign d rive  
fo r  m ayor about to enter the f in a l 
week before the prim aries, M yra  
Tanner Weiss la s t n ig h t issued a 
s t ir r in g  ca ll to  the w orkers o f 
Los Angeles to  go to  the polls 
A p r i l 3 and record th e ir  votes fo r  
the f ig h t in g  program  o f labor 
which she has presented du rin g  
alm ost tw o  m onths o f in tensive 
cam paigning.

“ We have advanced the on ly 
solutions to  the bu rn ing  questions 
fac in g  the w orkers,”  the T ro t­
s ky is t candidate declared. “ Our 
task is now to  make the vote fo r  
our program  a pow erfu l demon­
s tra tio n  o f the w orkers ’ de te r­
m ination to  f ig h t  fo r  th e ir  r ig h ts . 
In  th is  period when the bosses 
are a ttem p ting  to ride rough­
shod over the labor movement, 
when the union bureaucrats have

Taking No Chances 1
A t  N a tion a l Labo r Relations 

Board hearings on CIO  charges 
o f u n fa ir  practices by the N o rth  
C aro lina S h ipbu ild ing  Corpora­
tion, Leo Grooms, a labo r spy 
who jo ined the union to  secure a 
b lack lis t fo r  the company, te s ti­
fied, according to The Shipyard 
W orker, th a t “ stooges were 
w atch ing stooges and supervisors 
were w a tch ing  supervisors.”

* * *

Labor, Gas Shortages?
Lord H a lifa x , B r it is h  Anibas 

sador to  the U n ited  States, rode 
in  a coyote hun t la s t week near 
E lk  C ity , Oklahoma. Three 
coyotes were bagged. Over 60 
persons rode in the hun t and 11 
airp lanes acted as spotters. H is 
Lordship said i t  was “ a ll very 
jo lly .”

* * *

Army of Democracy
The M editerranean S tars and 

S tripes, A rm y  newspaper, recent­
ly  cu rta iled  its  “ M a il C a ll”  col­
um n devoted to sold iers’ le tte rs  
to the ed itor. T h is  fo llow ed an 
order th a t “ g r ip e ”  le tte rs  could 
be published on ly  w ith  an “ o f­
fic ia l A rm y  answer.”  The paper’s 
s ta f f  condemned the order as an 
in fr in g e m e n t on so ld ie r’s press 
freedom. One c r it ic  said th a t i f  
a sold ier w ro te  in  saying, “ I  
don’t  like  Spam,”  then “ we are 
supposed to te ll h im  the s tu f f  is 
fu l l  o f v itam ins  and a ll th a t.”

$5,000 Reward 
In Tresca Murder 
Posted By Police

Prodded by pub lic  ind igna tion  
over its  in e rt ia  in  th is  im p o rta n t 
case, the N . Y . Police D epartm ent 
on Feb. 20 fin a lly  posted and sent 
ou t to 14,000 police th roughou t 
the coun try  the $5,000 o f fe r  made 
over three m onths ago by the T re ­
sca Reward Com m ittee fo r  in ­
fo rm a tio n  lead ing to the appre­
hension and conviction o f the as­
sassins o f Carlo Tresca. T re ­
sca, the beloved e d ito r o f the 
Ita lia n  paper 11 M a rte llo  and 
p rom inen t w o rk in g  class leader, 
was shot to death in  a d i- 'v .r t  
w h ile  leav ing  his office on Janu­
a ry  11, 1943.

On M arch 19 the Tresca Re­
w a rd  Com m ittee extended its  e f­
fo r ts  to  find the  slayers o f T re ­
sca to o ther continents. Lea fle ts  
were sent to about 40 p rinc ip a l 
c ities in South A m erica , Centra l 
A m erica, Europe and A fr ic a . The 
Reward Com m ittee is appealing 
to sym pathetic newspapers and 
progressive o rgan iza tions in  fo r ­
eign and Am erican cities to  pub­
lic ize its  $5,000 o ffe r.

The Com m ittee regards T re- 
sca’s k il l in g  as a p o lit ic a l m urd­
er com m itted by a h ired assassin. 
“ We know  th a t Carlo Tresca 
made b itte r  enemies because o f 
his outspoken attacks upon and 
opposition to both Fascists and 
Com m unists (S ta lin is ts ) ,”  said 
M o rris  L. E rn s t, head o f the Re­
ward Com m ittee. “ There are per­
s is ten t reports  in  I ta lia n  circles 
th a t ‘m any people’ know  who 
com m itted i t . ”

oils’ brazen threat of en­
forced scarcity.

O PA D irec to r Chester Bowles 
announced to the Senate B ank ing  
and Currency Com m ittee th a t 
the goverm ent is g ra n tin g  an ad­
d itio n a l subsidy o f 50c a hun­
dred pounds to the ca ttle  s la ug h t­
erers. He fu r th e r  revealed th a t 
p rev ious ly  the governm ent had 
qu ie tly  g ranted a subsidy o f 75 
cents a hundredw eight on hogs.

R O O S E V E LT ’S P R E T E X T
A t  the same tim e, Roosevelt 

h im se lf provided a cover fo r  the  
e x is ting  scarc ity , in  p a r t de lib ­
e ra te ly  created by the  food p ro ­
fitee rs to  fo rce  up prices. He 
declared th a t the A m erican peo­
ple m ust “ t ig h te n  th e ir  be lts ”  be­
cause, he fa ls e ly  claim ed, the  
“ h u m an ita ria n ”  ca p ita lis t gov­
ernm ent intends to  “ feed”  s ta rv ­
in g  Europe. A c tu a lly , d u rin g  
1944, on ly  6.8 percent o f a l l the 
na tion ’s meat, and b u t seven- 
tenths o f one percent o f the beef, 
was shipped in  Lend-Lease to  a ll 
the “ U n ited  N a tions ,”  according 
to o ffic ia l governm ent figures.

The governm ent’s generous 
trea tm e n t o f the m eat prQfiteers, 
who openly adm itted  th a t 90 per­
cent o f the c iv ilia n  m eat supplies 
have been d iverted in to  b lack 
m arke t channels, is in  s tr ik in g  
con trast to the Roosevelt adm in­
is tra tio n ’s fe ro c ity  aga inst w o rk ­
ers forced to  s tr ik e  fo r  a few  
cents more wages to meet the  in -  

c o n t in u e d  on page 4)

M Y R A  T A N N E R  W EISS
suppressed any. independent expression o f labo r’s p o lit ic a l stand, 
and seek to  ra l ly  w orkers ’ votes fo r  boss po litic ians, we m ust see 
to  i t  th a t the tru e  voice o f labo r is heard.

“ We m ust now make sure th a t every vote fo r  labor is cast. 
You, your neighbor, you r shopmate, you r fa m ily  m ust act together 
on A p r i l 3. Don’t  waste your votes on boss po litic ians. Vote T ro t­
s k y is t!  Vote S oc ia lis t!”

Labor ‘Friend’
Pays O ff

The New Y o rk  S tate Senate 
las t week adopted a reso lution 
fo r  a federa l cons titu tiona l con­
vention to  pass the “ M illio na ires  
Am endm ent”  to  free  the rich  
from  paying income taxes h igher 
than 25 per cent. Republican Sen­
a to r Costanzo, elected w ith  A m ­
erican Labor P a rty  and C IO -PAC 
support, voted fo r  the reso lution. 
Asked why, he sa id : “ There is 
no reason. I  ju s t tho ugh t about 
it .  There is re a lly  no reason.”

* * *

The Real Communism
London correspondent G odfrey 

Blum den reported in the Sydney, 
A u s tra lia , Sunday T ribune th a t: 
“ I have seen i t  suggested in  ve ry  
h igh quarters th a t there is an­
other underground movement, 
which w i l l  fo llo w  in  the wake o f 
the Nazis, and th a t is a German 
L e f t is t  movement wh ich w il l

and now connotes Communism, 
bu t a Communism w hich they in ­
fe r  has not the approval o f S ta lin

WEST COAST STALINISTS 
SEEK TO SUPPRESS SWP

The mayoralty campaign conducted by the Socialist W ork­
ers Party of Los Angeles, California, has aroused great interest 
among the workers of that city. Myra Tanner Weiss, the T ro t­
skyist candidate, is running on a working class program that 
cuts through the fraud of “ national un ity”  and exposes the re­
actionary aims of America’s Sixty Ruling Families and their
political agents. $---------------------------------------------- -

o r the w a r e f fo r t . ”  T h is  is no th in g  
less than  “ treason,”  foam ed the 
professional S ta lin is t p a trio ts . In  
the p o lit ic a l d ic tio n a ry  o f S ta lin ­
ism , i t  has become “ treason”  to  
defend the  r ig h ts  o f the  w o rkers  
aga inst the  p lunderbund w h ich  is 
co in ing  fabulous riches ou t o f the* 
agony o f m ankind. I t  is  “ sub­
vers ive”  to  f ig h t the  wage and job 
freeze o r the slave labo r schemes 
ot the p o lit ic a l deputies o f W a ll 
S treet. I t  is “ seditious, rebellious, 
m utinous,”  to  condemn the “ B ig  
T hree”  fo r  s t i f l in g  the  asp ira ­
tions o f the European w o rkers  
and peasants who seek to  free  
themselves fro m  la nd lo rd -cap ita l­
is t  ru le.

“ T h is  should no t be to le ra ted ,”  
screamed the M arch 1 Peoples 
W orld . “ The F B I and the U n ited  
States D is tr ic t  A tto rn e y  should 
act a t once to  clam p down”  on the 
T ro tsky is ts . Stop the m ouths o f 
a ll w o rk in g  class figh te rs  who te ll 
the t r u th :  th is  is the ch ie f “ a rg u ­
m ent”  in  the arsenal o f S ta lin ism .

But th e ir  hys te ria  is p roo f th a t 
the T ro ts k y is t program  is  ga in ­
in g  an ever-w ider c irc le  o f sup­
p o rt among the w o rk ing  masses. 
The w orkers o f Los Angeles w i l l  
long rem em ber th a t when the  
T ro ts k y is ts  were ou t in  f ro n t  
f ig h tin g  th e ir  ba ttle , the S ta lin is ts  
proposed to  “ call the cops”  to  
deprive ou r honest w ork ing -c lass 
p a r ty  o f its  dem ocratic r ig h ts .

The T ro ts k y is t p rogram  cham­
pions th e  cause o f the poor 
aga ins t the r ic h ; o f the explo ited 
aga ins t th e ir  exp lo iters. I t  calls 
fo r  an end to  race d isc rim in a tio n  
by dem anding f u l l  economic, 
p o lit ic a l and social eq ua lity  fo r  
a ll persecuted m in o ritie s . I t  con­
demns the wage and job  freeze 
and fla ys  the forced labor schemes 
o f the Rqosevelt adm in is tra tion . 
I t  raises h igh the banner o f “ So­
cia lism  in  a W orld  o f Peace and 
P le n ty !”

“ C A L L  T H E  COPS”
To the advanced w orkers o f Los 

Angeles and to  a ll persecuted race 
and m in o rity  groups, the T ro t­
s k y is t cam paign p la tfo rm  comes 
like  a breath o f fresh a'ir pene tra t­
in g  the m iasma o f w a rtim e  reac­
tion . They have hailed the 
courageous candidate and p a rty  
who th rew  the challenge o f w o rk ­
in g  class s o lid a rity  and s trugg le  
in to  the teeth o f the bosses. T h is  
w arm  response alarm ed the 
agents o f ca p ita lis t reaction—  
especially the S ta lin is t tra ito rs  
whose record o f be traya l is a 

sponsor ‘T ro tsky ism . This word stench in  the no s trils  o f every 
‘T ro tsky ism ’ appears to  have: honest w orker, 
been deprived o f a ll its  o rig in a l | The Peoples W orld , W est Coast 
m eaning by A llie d  spokesmen paper o f the S ta lin is t s tr ik e ­

breakers, spu tte red and raged. 
“ T h is  (T ro ts k y is t)  p rogram ' con­
ta ins  n o t a s ing le  sentence o r

and is g re a tly  abhorred by h im .”  j w o rd  in  support o f n a tion a l u n ity
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TRADE UNION  
NOTES

By Joseph Keller

UAW Convention
The CIO U n ited  A utom obile  

W orkers, whose annual conven­
tions always make labo r h is to ry , 
faces d iff ic u lty  in  holding: a con­
ven tion  th is  year because o f the 
governm ent ban on conventions 
np t " in  the  in te res t o f the w a r 
e f fo r t . ”

George Addes, U A W -C IO  Sec­
re ta ry -T rea su re r, has filed a re ­
quest w ith  the W a r Com m ittee on 
Conventions fo r  au tho riza tion  o f 
ttys un ion ’s convention ne x t Sep­
tem ber 10 a t Grand Rapids, M ich­
igan.

H is  pe titio n  sta ted: “ O nly 
th rou gh  such a convention can 
there  be achieved the u n ity  and 
cohesion necessary fo r  sound 
p lann ing, d isc ip line  and the es­
tab lishm ent o f peaceful labo r 
re la tio ns  m aking  fo r  co n tin u ity  
o f production and f u l l  p a rtic ip a ­
t io n  by the w orkers  in  the w a r 
e f fo r t ."

A t  the 1942 anc 1943 U A W  
conventions, however, Addes and 
the  o ther top leaders tr ie d  to 
push over reso lutions to  suspend 
the annual conventions “ fo r  the 
du ra tio n ”  because they claimed 
conventions “ in te rfe red  w ith  fu l l  
p a rtic ip a tio n  by the  w orkers in  
the w ar e f fo r t . ”  The rea l m otive, 
o f course, was to  prevent the 
ra n k  and file  conventions from  
“ in te r fe r in g ”  w ith  the  bureau­
c ra tic  designs o f the leadership.

So the U A W  ranks had be tte r 
be on the a le rt fo r  a fa s t move 
to  block th e ir  convention —  w ith  
the governm ent c a rry in g  the ba ll 
fo r  the U A W  leaders, who took 
a te rr if ic  she llack ing  a t the  la s t 
convention when the rank-and- 
file  delegates a lm ost defeated the 
no-strike po licy.

Quislings in Labor
The M arch 15 Justice, organ o f 

the A F L  In te rn a tio n a l Ladies 
G arm ent W orkers  U n ion, pub­
lishes a slashing denunciation o f 
the S ta lin is t leaders o f the Great 
er New Y o rk  CIO Council fo r  
th e ir  reso lu tion  w h ich attacked 
the U n ited  M ine W orkers U n ion 
in  the c u rre n t U M W A  con tract 
nego tia tions. The S ta lin is ts  c a ll­
ed fo r  governm ent “ seizure”  o f 
the mines to p reven t a “ s tr ik e  
p lo t.”

E n tit le d  “ Q uislings In  Labo r,”  
the  e d ito r ia l po in ts  out th a t the 
“ m iners’ demands, Viewed in  th e ir  
e n tire ty , are qu ite m oderate.”  I t  
states th a t both the IL G W U  and 
the CIO A m algam ated C lo th ing 
W orkers  have long enjoyed con­
tra c t  provis ions fo r  a “ ro y a lty ”  
on pay ro lls  to. provide a union 
w e lfa re  fund  s im ila r to w hat the 
m iners are now demanding. I t  
fu r th e r  concedes th a t ‘“ any other 
un ion under s im ila r  c ircum stan­
ces, doubtless, w ould have pe r­
fo rm ed the same gesture”  o f f i l ­
in g  a fo rm a l 30-day s tr ike  notice 
under the S m ith-C onna lly  A c t 
provisions.

I t  is aga inst th is  background 
t i ia t  the S ta lin is ts  made th e ir  
an ti-m ine rs  a ttack, described by 
Justipe “ as das ta rd ly  a piece o f 
sabotage as has disgraced the 
Am erican labo r scene w ith in  re ­
cent m em ory.”  Justice charges 
the  reso lu tion  o f the S ta lin is ts  
spoke “ in  the language even a 
G ird le r o r a W e ir would have 
hesitated to  use”  apd pi'ovides 
“ generous m ora l support to  the 
m ine operators.”

“ We are ju s t w ondering,”  con­
cludes the ed ito ria l, “ how P h ilip  
M u rra y , h im se lf a coal m ife r  and 
fp r  th ir t y  years in tim a te ly  linked 
w ith  the woes and s trugg les o f 
the  coal m iners, feels about th is  
la te s t qu is ling  job perpetra ted by

THE M IL ITA N T
may now be purchased at 

242 Broadway, San Diego, CaL

some o f his New Y ork  associates 
on his own life lo n g  fe llow -un ion ­
is ts .”

*  J jt  5jC

Avery Carries On
Roosevelt’s a rm y “ seizure”  o f 

a t in y  fra c tio n  o f M ontgom ery 
W ard ’s vast m ercantile  ne tw ork  
d id n 't in te rfe re  w ith  the com­
pany's p ro fits , a lthough the CIO 
unions are s t i l l  w ith o u t a con­
tra c t a fte r  the “ seizure”  broke 
th e ir  strikes.

Sewell A ve ry , cha irm an o f the 
com pany’s board and lead ing 
open-shopper, announced la s t 
week th a t “ a ll d iv is ions o f the 
business operated p ro fita b ly  fo r  
t jie  year.”  He reportecl $21,285,- 
839 net p ro fits  fo r  the year end­
in g  January  31,1945, as compared 
to  $20,677,098 fo r  the  previous 
year.
. A f te r  the a rm y “ seizure”  la s t 

December 27 —  an action since 
ru led illeg a l by the Chicago Fed­
e ra l D is tr ic t  C ourt —  “ the A rm y  
by Jan. 31 had paid fro m  its  own 
funds $2,306,474.36 more than  i t  
had appropria ted”  fro m  cash on 
hand and sales according to  A v ­
ery. The a rm y  had a tough tim e  
opera ting, due to  the re fusa l o f 
the W ard  o ffic ia ls  to  cooperate. 
B u t the brass hats made sure th a t 
the company didn ’t  go in to  the 
“ red,”  even to  the exten t o f m ak­
in g  up losses w ith  governm ent 
funds.

The A rm y  however has no t en­
forced the W L B  decisions whose 
re jec tion  by the company led to 
the s trikes  and the “ seizure.”

Terror At Weirton
A  long s tr in g  o f fo rm e r em 

ployes o f the W e irto n  Steel Com­
pany, which has successfully res­
isted un ion iza tion  by the CIO 
Steelworkers since 1936, la s t week 
testified  to  the ru th less physica l 
te rro rism , in tim id a tio n  and il le ­
gal f ir in g s  fo r  union membership 
th a t has prevailed a t the  com­
pany’s p lants.

The hearings were be ing held 
before a special m aster o f the 
T h ird  Federal C irc u it C ourt of 
Appeals in  contem pt proceedings 
aga inst the company filed by the 
N a tiona l Labor Relations Board. 
The N LR B  charges the company 
w ith  re fusa l to abide by the 
board’s orders not. to  in te rfe re  
w ith  tbe union, and specifica lly 
accuses W e irto n  w ith  m a in ta in ­
ing  a company union in v io la tion  
o f a federa l cou rt order o f 1943.

A c tu a lly , the case goes back 
to  1936! T hrough  s lick  lega l 
m aneuvering, de lay ing tactics 
and the assistance o f h a ir -s p lit­
t in g  judges, the company sta lled 
o f f  a decision fo r  seven years un­
t i l  October 1943, The company 
then filed a leng thy  and com pli­
cated “ b i ll o f exceptions.”  The 
present hearings were petitioned 
la s t August-

B y these means, i t  w i l l  be pos­
sible fo r  the company to s tr in g  
the case ou t fo r  another seven 
years. T h is  is a fu r th e r  il lu s tra ­
tion  o f the f u t i l i t y  o f the workers 
re ly in g  on the c a p ita lis t courts 
fo r  justice . The w orkers have 
on ly  one re liab le  weapon —  th e ir 
0 w  n independent organized 
s treng th  in  action.

Shipyard Layoffs
H enry  J. Ka iser, sh ipyard  t y ­

coon who is proclaimecj an indus­
t r ia l  “ genius”  fo r  his capacity to 
ge t tremendous governm ent hand­
outs, recen tly  adm itted to  a press 
conference th a t the governm ent’s 
sh ipbu ild ing  p rogram  m ay w ind 
up w ith in  a year. O ver a m illio n  
sh ipyard  w orkers  face mass un­
employment.

Since Novem ber 1943, when 
p riva te  sh ipyard em ploym ent h it  
a peak o f 1,293,000, the number 
o f sh ipyard w orkers has declined 
to 1,035,000 in  January 1945. The 
ra te  o f decline has increased 
since the f irs t  o f the year w ith  
a steady decrease in  production 
schedules.

Over 5,600 New Subscriptions Obtained 
In  F irs t Month Of “ M ilita n t”  Campaign

By Reba Aubrey, Campaign Director
Subscriptions sold by members of the Socialist Workers 

Party through the fourth week of our M ilitan t Subscription Cam­
paign total 5,637. W ith nipe weeks to go, six of the Socialist 
Workers Party branches have already gone over 100 percent— 
Akron; Allentown, Flint, San Diego, and Toledo. Nationally 
vve have fu lfilled over 56 percent of our quota for 10,000 new 
readers to The M ilitant.

FROM THE BRANCHES
M ike W arren , New Y o rk  Pace-Setter: “ I  welcome J e rry  K ir k ’s 

challenge. Judg ing  fro m  the New Y o rk  Loca l’s s p ir it  and resu lts,
I  would say th a t we in tend to have our share among the top scorers 
in  the coun try .”

Bob K ings ley, C leveland: “ The Y oungstow n challenge has ac­
complished its  purpose, i.e., urged the comrades in to  g rea te r a c tiv ­
ity .  Remind me to  thank  them  when the cam paign is over and when 
we have received our w in n in g  rew ard o f the L i t t le  Len in  L ib ra ry .”

A . F ie ld , M inneapp lis : “ T w en ty  p f the 
subs I  am enclosing were sold by Cpm- 
rade K nu te  a t one tim e . He is our h igh ­
est scorer up to  th is  tim e  a lthough there 
are others who are w o rk in g  hard and 
expect to  catch up w ith  h im  in a sho rt 
tim e .”

H. N pw ell, A lle n to w n : ,fWe baYe ju s t 
re turned from  Tomaqua. W e were jo in ­
ed by some Q uakertow n comrades and 
the T ra il-B laze rs . The to ta l was 46 subs. 
A pp rox im a te ly  one-ha lf were to  m iners 
and the others to  ra ilro a d  w orkers, A t ­
las Powder and miscellaneous trades.”  

N . Collins, San B iego : “ We have a 
successful idea th a t m ig h t go w e ll else-, 
where. W henever we h it  a house where 
the paper is p a r tic u la r ly  welcomed, we 
ask i f  they w ould lik e  to  take out« a 
‘g i f t  subscrip tion ’ fo r  frien ds  o r re l­
atives. W e have g'often several in  th is  
manncp. San D iego’s Pace-Setter js N a ­
dine C o llins w ith  29 subs. We have gone 
over the top and w i l l  continue to  top 
our own record.”

D. H ilson , A k ro n : “ W e're fo rg in g  
ahead in the sub cam paign. The 19 subs 
I  am sending in today brings ou r to ta l 
to 112.”

A1 Lypn , Los Angeles Loca l: “ Our 
branch scores are as fo llow s : Southside 
51 percent w ith  153 subs, E ast Side 47 
percent w ith  212 subs, San Pedro 37 
percent w ith  163 subs, W est Side 23 pe r­
cent w ith  69 subs, and C entra l 18 per­
cent w ith  91 subs. One o f the m ost in ­
te res tin g  incidents is th a t tw o  com­
rades w ent ou t one n ig h t and secured 
fiv e  subs fro m  seven houses v is ited  in 
tw e n ty  m inutes.”

P . Pavidson, Boston: “ F ou r crews 
.went ou t in a N egro neighborhood in 
Cam bridge. In  one hour they obtained 
35 subs. Comrade N in a  w ith  31 subs 
leads in Boston.”

K a th ry n  Zellon, M ilw aukee : “ S ix com­
rades cbvered an in d u s tr ia l suburb of 
M ilw aukee th is  Sunday. W e weren’t  too 
w e ll acquainted w ith  the d is tr ic t  and we 
soon found th a t we had made a m is­
take |n beginning the door-to-door can­
vassing too close to  the business sec­
tion . We found th a t such people as beau­
ty  shop managers, a governm ent guard, 
etc., were unsym pathetic to w hat The 
M il ita n t  has to  say bu t fu r th e r  on down 
in  the next block o r tw o  we came across 

rea l p ro le ta rians. We sold 17 subs. Jack O’Connell is  s t i l l  M ilw a u ­
kee’s PacerSetter w ith  20 subs.”

H a rr ie t  C ollins. Chicago: “ M ore subs— a ll 25c in tro d u c to ry  sub­
scrip tions sold on Red Sunday. The branch go t 106 ip  a ll Sunday.”  

R. Haddon, San F rancisco: “ We are p lan n in g  a Sub Campaign 
P a rty  fo r  M arch 25. The com m ittee is g e ttin g  p u b lic ity  under way. 
W ha t we w i l l  t r y  to  do w i l l  be to  ipvo lve a ll ou r subscribers active­
ly  in the cam paign— get them  a ll ou t se lling  subs. T o ri and I  w ent 
ou t on M onday n ig h t fo r  an hour, between seven and e igh t, and 
go t s ix  subs. We th in k  i t  an excellent w ay to  spend a spare hour.”  

J. M ille r , P h ilade lph ia : “ Enclosed f in d  12 new subs. Th is 
boosts our to ta l fo r  the d rive  to  78 subs. P h ilade lph ia ’s Pace-Setter 
is Comrade Seton \v ith  21 subs.”

M. McGowan, Toledo: “ Enclosed are 85 new t r ia l  subs. M ost o f 
these were obtained in  our m ob iliza tion  yesterday go ing house-to- 
house. A bou t 20 o f them  were sold by friends . W e.have only begun 
to sell M il ita n t  subs in Toledo.”

FROM OUR SUBSCRIBERS
W e have been in fo rm ed th a t E. D., a D e tro it  subscriber, has 

sold 71 subscrip tions to  The M ilita n t.
M any o f our readers feel th a t en thusiastic about The M ilita n t. 

He lp spread the tru th  about the w orkers ’ s tru g g le  fo r  a be tte r 
w o rld . F o llow  the example o f th is  D e tro it subscriber and sell The 
M ilita n t to  you r friends.

„ i> -

SCOREBOARD
Branches o f the 
Socia lis t W orkers P a rty Quotas Subs Percent
AHeptown 50 121 242
San Diegp 50 67 134
A kron 85 112 132
Toledo 250 275 110
F lin t 50 53 106
M ilwaukee 100 90 90
Reading 75 64 85
B u ffa lo 350 255 73
Youngstown 300 218 73
Chicago 1000 664 66
New Y o rk 2500 1391 56
M inneapolis 300 163 54
D e tro it 1000 523 52
Philadelph ia 150 78 52
Boston 200 96 48
St. Paul 100 41 41
N ew ark 350 143 40
Cleveland 200 79 40
Los Angeles 2000 671 34
Bayonne 150 51 34
San Francisco 350 113 32
Seattle 400 98 25
Rochester 50 0 0
Groups, M em bers-at-

La rge  and Friends 140 58 41
Eloise B lack and Rudy

Rhodes (T ra il-B la ze rs ) 213

T O T A L  10,200 5637 56

We quote a fe w  o f the  m any 
experiences reported by o u r  
agents in  th e ir  door-to-door w o rk  
to sell subscrip tions to  The M il i­
tan t.

M il i  Adams o f N ew  Y o rk  L o ­
cal, W est Side Branch, to ld  us 
about a young sh ipyard  w o rke r 
she m et. “ He was happy to see I  
had The M ilita n t.  He had seen i t  
and read i f  th rough  our d is tr ib u ­
tions a t his sh ipyard. D u rin g  the 
course o f our discussion, a fte r  he 
had bought a sub, he to ld  me his 
brothers read the paper and they 
had to ld  h im  we were se lling  subs 
door-to-door so he was w a it in g  
fo r  someone to  sell h im  a sub 
foo. W hen I  asked w h a t he 
though t o f The M il ita n t  fro m  his 
previous c o n ta c t.w ith  it ,  he said, 
‘There ’s one th in g  about th is  pa­
per th a t ’s d iffe re n t —  i t ’s go t 
gu ts ! I t  p r in ts  th ings  no o ther 
paper dares to say’.”

Connie Locke o f New Y o rk  L o ­
cal, E ast Side Branch, w r ite s : “ I 
found th a t Grace Carlson’s a r ­
tic le  in  the M arch 17 issue on 
'H ow  to  R e lax’ was a g re a t help 
in se llin g  subs. D u rin g  m y in ­
trodu c to ry  sentences, I  tu rned the 
paper to  the d raw ing , which 
shows the harrassed housewife, 
and the response was in va ria b ly  
a sm ile, fo llowed by s ig n in g  up 
fo r  a t r ia l sub. T h is  k ind  o f a r­
tic le  and il lu s tra t io n  is ce rta in ly  
3 g reat help in  b reak ing  the ice 
w ith  prospective women readers.”

I .  Cope, Y oungstow n: “ Last 
Wednesday’s m ob iliza tion  gave us 
another dem onstra tion o f the 
fin ky  na tu re  o f the S ta lin is ts . 
One o f pur people was threatened 
w ith  the police i f  he d idn ’t  get o f f  
the s tree t and out o f the ne ighbor 
hood by a S ta lin is t who had been 
approached, in h is home, fo r  a sub 
to The M ilita n t.  A  l i t t le  fu r th e r  
down the s tree t another S ta lin is t 
slammed the door in  ou r com­
rade’s face. B u t we showed them. 
Two o f our people covered the 
s tree t th o ro ug h ly  and now the 
tw o S ta lin is ts  are surrounded by 
15 subscribers to  The M ilita n t. 
Th is is re a lly  ca llin g  th e ir  b lu ff .  
I t ’s ope neighborhood th a t we 
w on’t  have to  w o rry  much about 
S ta lin is t m is lead ing o f the w o rk ­
ers.”

*  *  *

O ther reports  fro m  our agents 
ind ica te the w arm  response o f

fa c to ry  w orkers to The M ilita n t.
J e rry  K irk ,  D e tro it :  “ I t  is very  

encouraging to  re p o rt th a t over 
130 new readers o f The M ilita n t 
are in  one o f the b ig  p lan ts here. 
A  score o f m ilita n ts  have been 
p lug g in g  the paper d u rin g  the 
s tr ik e  and in  the shop. W e ex ­
pect to  ob ta in  m any m ore sub­
scrip tions before the d rive  closes. 
The artic les  in  the paper score 
fo rce fu lly .

“ B u t then The M il ita n t  is not 
som eth ing new1 to  them. H un­
dreds have read the paper in  the 
la s t' year and they  know i t  is  the 
on ly  p o lit ic a l paper th a t te lls  the 
t ru th  in  fo rc e fu l unadulte ra ted 
Style. T ru th , a sm all w ord  m et 
up w ith , so often , is so ra re  th a t 
i t  is keenly appreciated when a 
w o rke r sees i t  and reads it .  The 
M il ita n t  is s w if t ly  becoming the 
paper o f a ll the  w orkers in th is  
p la n t.”

A  correspondent in  St. Louis 
w rite s  the fo llo w in g  le tte r:

“ The shop w orkers who used to 
be hostile  to, o r joked a t the T ro t­
sky is ts , etc., are becoming pas­
sive, sym pathetic  and in  some 
cases even fr ie n d ly . B u t they 
s t i l l  seem to  have some illus ions 
about the  ‘ fr ie n d  o f the fo rg o tte n  
man.’ A nyhow  tim e  and r ig h t ­
ness are on our side. We m ust 
be pa tien t, ca re fu lly  exp la in  and 
bu ild  on the foundation  o f M a rx ­
ism, make sacrifices in  tim e  and 
money in  our pioneering fo r  a 
be tte r w orld  in  which to  w ork, 
p lay and live .”
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Pioneer
Notes

In  response to  requests fro m  
th e ir  customers, bookstores fro m  
every p a r t  o f the coun try  are o r­
de ring  The H is to ry  o f Am erican 
T ro tsky ism  —  the re p o rt o f a 
p a rtic ip a n t —  by  James P. Can­
non. L ib ra rie s  are also rece iv ing 
requests and o rdering  the  book.

F rom  upstate New  Y o rk  a read­
er who had secured the h is to ry  
fro m  the pub lic  l ib ra ry  ordered 
a copy fo r  h im se lf and another 
fo r  a fr ie n d . He w rite s : “ I  have 
had a nodding acquaintance w ith  
the T ro ts k y is t movem ent fo r  
some years, bu t have never been 
close enough to understand fu l ly  
the various organ iza tiona l moves 
th a t were made in  b u ild in g  the 
Socia lis t W orkers P a rty . This 
book has been an eye-opener fo r  
me and I  found i t  re a lly  fa sc in a t­
ing. I  was so excited by  various 
sections, p a rtic u la r ly  those on the 
A m erican scene, th a t I  fe l t  im ­
pelled to read them  aloud to  my 
w ife  as I  w en t along. I  had not 
realized before how sensitive ly 
the p a r ty  reacted to tbe h is to rica l 
changes ta k in g  place in the w orld  
and on the domestic fro n t.

“ I  have always had a g rea t res­
pect fo r  V incen t R. Dunne, bu t 
a fte r  read ing Cannon’s s t ir r in g  
chapter on the M inneapolis 
team sters’ s tr ik e  I  deeply appre­
ciated the dedication o f the book
to  his comrade in arm s.”

*  »  *

The H is to ry  o f Am erican T ro t­
skyism  by James P. Cannon 
clothbound $2.75, paperbound $2. 
O rder fro m  Pioneer Publishers, 
116 U n ive rs ity  PI., New Y o rk  3, 
N . Y.

Notice To 
Subscribers

A ccord ing  to  posta l regu la ­
tions, you r address is no t com? 
plete unless i t  shows the posta l 
zone num ber. F o r exam ple: 
The M il i ta n t ’s zone num ber is 
New  Y o rk  3, N . Y . The posta l 
au tho ritie s  are now in s is tin g  
th a t th is  reg u la tion  be carried  
ou t in  the m a ilin g  o f The 
M il ita n t .  Check the w rapper in  
wh ich The M il ita n t  is  m ailed 
to  you and i f  the zone num ber 
is  no t included, be sure to  send 
i t  to  us a t once, to  assure 
de live ry  o f you r paper.

Send the zone num ber to :

Business Manager
116 U N IV E R S IT Y  P LA C E  

N E W  Y O R K  3, N. Y .

“TRAILBLAZERS” VISIT 
MINERS, STEEL WORKERS

Eloise Black and Rudy Rhodes, The M ilitan t Trail-Blazers 
who are touring Pennsylvania to secure subscriptions in this 
campaign, send inspiring reports of the reception given them 
by the workers in the Allentown and Bethlehem area. They 
write about their activities of last week. “ The area we’ve covered 
the past three days has been peopled to a large extent with tex­
tile and garment workers, besides some from the smaller mixed 
plants around Allentown.

“ The te x tile  w orkers  are not*?'- 
al! organized here and we run  
in to  contrasts o f m ilita n c y  and 
backwardness con tinu a lly . The 
older w o rk in g  women w!ho have 
been th rough  the m ill,  even those 
who are housewives a t present, 
are m il ita n t  apd an g ry . One fine 
o lder woman whose husband 
works iq  tex tile s  to ld  us yeste r­
day th a t the local m eat packing 
company is la y in g  o f f  dozens 
o f  un ion women c u rre n tly  in  
p repa ra tion  fo r  an a ttack  against 
the union whose con trac t is ex­
p ir in g . She jum ped in to  ou r a rg u ­
m ent th a t the bosses are now 
engaged in  a concerted drive  to 
bust the  labo r m ovem ent and her 
eyes sparkled when we ou tlined 

o u r p rogram  to  com bat the a ttack.
O f course she subscribed!

“ We had a  m ost in s p ir in g  ta lk  
w ith  tw o  o ther women. One was 
the m othe r o f tw o  boys in  the 
service and the o ther a younger 
woman. W e  had been exp la in ing  
the purpose behind the cam paign 
o f the boss press to  slander the 
European w orkers and had shown 
bow th is  is re la ted to  the  un ion- 
busting  cam paign the  em ployers 
a re  conducting here. You can 
im agine our de lig h t when the 
older woman to ld  us: ‘O nly the 
organized w o rk ing  class can lead 
us ou t o f th is  w orld -w ide  mess— 
no th ing  sho rt o f a complete social 
change w ill solve the problem .’
They were f ire d  w ith  genuine joy  
to  see tw o  young w o rk ing  women 
ou t p lug g in g  fo r  the idea o f 
socialism  and repeated over and 
over again th e ir  hopes were 
revived by the knowledge th a t an 
o rgan iza tion  o f such people is 
pushing a socia list program . They 
would have ta lked a ll day bu t we 
had m ore w o rk  to  do!

D IS G U S T E D  W IT H  O F F IC IA L S
“ W ith  the w o rk in g  man in  Uhe 

past few  days we’ve ru n  across 
w ith  im pressive frequency some­
th in g  we d idn ’t  sense before. They 
are disgusted and cynical a t f irs t 
and sometimes even appear in  the 
beg inn ing to  be an ti-un ion . As we 
un fo ld  our p rogram  as a f ig h tin g  
p rogram  fo r  labor, we find  th e ir  
d isgust is  w ith  the trade  union 
bureaucrats. The lack o f fa ith  in  
the o ffic ia l trade  union leadership 
is pro found. M any o f them  in ­
dicate th a t the  m anner in  which 
the o ffic ia l leadership has re ­
trea ted and compromised has 
sickened and dem oralized even the 
best ra n k  and file  m ilita n ts .

“ Am ong the m iners we ta lked 
to, m any were anxious to  im ­
press us w ith  the hazards o f th e ir  
jobs. They were ve ry  in terested 
when vve to ld  them  how The M il i ­
ta n t defended and hailed th e ir  
f ig h t in  1943. Some o f them  ta lked 
w ith  such slow  b u rn in g  in d ig n a ­
tion  th a t the ob ject o f th e ir  
hatred bad be tte r look out. Some 
o f th is  w ra th  has been accum ulat­
in g  in  these m iners fo r  20 to  30 
years.

“ One man, no m ore than  40 
yeqrs old, to ld  us he’d been in  the 
p its  fo r  30 years. W hen we were 
ta lk in g  to  h im  about the  10 p e r­
cent th e  U M W  is dem anding 
to  p a r t ia l ly  provide insurance 
aga ins t the  hea lth  risks  faced by 
the m iners, he po inted ou t th a t 
coal m iners never liv e  long 
enough to take  advantage o f the 
social secu rity  provis ions th a t go 
in to  e ffe c t a f te r  a man reaches 
65.

M IN E R S ' C A S U A L T IE S
“ We ta lked  to  an old fe llow  of 

63— h a lf b lind . He couldn’ t  sub­
scribe because he lo s t his eyesight 
in  the mines. He to ld  us he’d been 
re tired  on $20 a m onth pension—  
and he has been in  the mines since 
he was seven years o ld ! We met 
one w idow  a fte r  another whose 
man had been k illed  in  the mines.
A t  door a fte r  door men appeared 
bandaged from  accidents, or to ld  
us they  had n o t worked fo r

m onths— because o f lu ng  in fe c ­
tions. A  num ber o f them  re fe rred  
b it te r ly  to  the $20 a m onth pen­
sion.

“ Three I ta lia n  fam ilies  sub­
scribed to  The M il ita n t  beg inn ing 
w ith  the I ta lia n  issue. We were 
tem pted to  s ing  Bandiera Rossa 
t “ The Scarle t B anner” ) fo r  one 
fa m ily  to exp la in  our program , 
bu t a t the mere m ention o f the 
song, the y  subscribed. The a rtic les  
on G erm any serve to  in te re s t 
m any G erm an-A m erican w orkers  
—especia lly the o lder ones here. 
W e te ll them  we have a  socia lis t 
p rogram  and th is  seems to  be 
w h a t they are searching fo r , ”

Heritage of Marx 
Is Forum Topic 
At N. Y. School

N E W  Y O R K , M arch 25— “ The 
H eritage  o f K a r l M a rx ”  w i l l  be 
the subject o f the fo rthco m ing  
Sunday N ig h t  Forum  to  be held 
on A p r i l 1st a t 116 U n iv e rs ity  
Place. Comrade A r t  Sharon w i l l  
be the speaker.

T on igh t the fo ru m  audience 
heard Comrade H a rry  F ranke l 
discuss “ Germ any, the K ey to  
Europe’s F a te .”  The lectu re  and 
the discussion w h ich fo llow ed 
were in te re s tin g  and in fo rm a tive . 
V is ito rs  a tten d in g  the fo ru m  fo r  
the f irs t  tim e  commented fa v o r­
ab ly  on the presen ta tion  and 
bought lite ra tu re  on th e  topic.

A l l  readers o f The M il ita n t  are 
inv ited  to a ttend these Sunday 
N ig h t fo rum s and rem a in  fo r  re ­
freshm ents and discussion.

Newark Forum 
Hears C.Thomas

The re g u la r m on th ly  fo ru m  o f 
the Progressive W orkers  School, 
423 S pring fie ld  Ave., N ew ark, 
N . J. held on Sunday, M arch 25 
under the auspices o f the Social­
is t  W orkers  P a rty  o f N ew ark, 
fea tu red a lecture on the  mean­
in g  o f the forced labo r drive  fo r  
the A m erican w orkers. The 
speaker, C. Thomas o f The M il i ­
ta n t s ta ff,  exposed the hoax o f 
“ v o lu n ta ry ”  labor under w a rtim e  
cap ita lism . He stressed the  need 
o f ap Independent Labor P a r ty  
to supplem ent the a c t iv ity -o f  the 
trade unions in the f ig h t fo r  la ­
bor’s r ig h ts  and la bo r’s program .

For a Rising Scale 
Of Wages to Meet 
Rising Living Coste

Toledo E n try  Challenges
A k ro n  and  Youngstown

W e fee l th a t we cannot le t A k ro n ’s provocative challenge 
go unanswered. We have a contender w ith  less experience than 
Denny O’Kenny. However, we are sure th a t our man, Joseph 
P. M organ, is m ore than a m atch fo r  O’Kenny o r anyone else 
o f equal experience who m ay enter th is  “ M il ita n t ”  sub com­
pe tition .

W e w il l  o ffe r  T H E  R IG H T  TO  B E  L A Z Y  (by  L a fa rg u e ) 
to  anyone who can best J. P. in  a fa ir  f ig h t .

M organ ju s t  signed up to  f ig h t  fo r  our club th is  week 
and has been in  t ra in in g  less than  tw o  weeks.

M A G G IE  M cG O W AN , Toledo Cam paign M gr.
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Belgian Trotskyists Call For Workers Government
The following article is translated from the Jan. 28-Feb. 4$  

issue of “ La Voie De Levine’’ (The Road of Lenin), weekly 
organ of the Revolutionary Communist Party, Belgian section 
of the Fourth International. Under the heading: " Break the 
Truce!” , the Belgian Trotskyists call upon the Belgian Labor 
Party and the Communist Party to break w ith the capitalist 
parties and form a Workers’ Government upon a program of 
independent working class action. Following the collapse of the 
hated Pierlot government on Feb. 7, however, these two parties 
once again saved capitalist rule by entering another coalition 
cabinet headed by the Social-Democrat Van Acker.

A t the same time the American press carried reports that 
the Belgian Trotskyists had “ opened a vigorous drive”  in de­
fense of the striking mine workers in the Charleroi area.

*  *  *

Since the von Rundstedt o ffensive  the governm enta l c ris is  has 
g iven w ay to a truce, under the sign o f the “ Sacred U n ion .”  In  th is  
sense, von Rundstedt has been a so rt o f godsend fo r  P ie r lo t and 
his gang.

B u t now th a t  the te r r ito ry  has been libera ted once more, and 
now th a t the H it le r  menace m ay collapse any day under the blows 
o f the Red A rm y , i t  is  inev itab le  th a t the m o rta l c ris is  in  which 
the B e lg ian bourgeoisie is floundering  once again takes on an acute 
character, and shakes the governm ent. A nd ev iden tly  because he 
foresees the rev iva l o f opposition M. De Sehryver, M in is te r o f the 
In te r io r , is th in k in g  o f in s t itu t in g  the censorship.

How  w e ll one understands M. De S ehryver! How w e ll one un­
derstands th a t our m in is te rs  w ish to s t if le  the voices o f c r it ic s  in 
o rder to hear on ly  the voice o f the B r it is h  F ore ign Office.

W hichever w ay one tu rns , one sees m ounting  chaos and anarchy. 
In  every sphere the impotence o f the Governm ent is evident.

The Bankruptcy of the Government*s Policies
How  bankru p t is the fina nc ia l po licy o f M. G u tt! Prices continue 

to  rise  despite the  c lam ping down on the currency. The g u lf  be­
tween prices and wages does no t cease to  w iden. No one has any 
confidence in  the B e lg ian money. The price  o f gold has doubled 
in  tw o  months. The race tow ards in fla t io n  and bankrup tcy  is speed­
in g  up again worse than ever.

How  bankrup t is  the pu rge ! The b ig  co llabora to rs rem ain, and 
w i l l  rem ain, unpunished. Because how can they make M m . Em pain, 
De Launo it, D evillez and Company disgorge, when the ad m in is tra ­
to rs  o f the P rayon-T rooz f irm , g re a t in d u s tr ia l co llabora tors, are 
seated in  the governm ent? How is one to punish the propagandists 
o f the “ New O rder”  when it. is known th a t M . P ie r lo t h im se lf would 
have encouraged a Robert Poulet?

H ow  bankru p t is the o rgan iza tion  o f food p ro v is io n ing ! The 
m iserable b u tte r ra tio n , tw ice  as low  as the low est ra tio n  du ring  
the tim e  o f the German occupation, wasn’t  even delivered fo r  Novem ­
ber! The children, p regnant women and the old people do no t have 
any m ilk ! The sugar ra tio n  is d im in ish ing . The 25 gram s o f coffee, 
prom ised fo r  a m onth, rem ain bo ttled  up, no one knows where.

The coal scandal cries ou t fo r  vengeance. Thousands o f fires ides 
have no t received a k ilo  on the legal m arke t since the “ lib e ra tio n .”  
Even in the coal m in in g  areas the y  do no t receive any. M ore than 
h a lf  o f the quota set aside fo r  domestic use has passed on to the 
black m arke t, and the Governm ent has shown its e lf  incapable up to 
now o f cu rb ing  th is  scandalous t ra f f ic .  How  can one be surprised, 
when the m in is te rs  themselves ge t th e ir  provis ions on the  black 
m arke t, when i t  is tru e  th a t M. G u tt has go tten 10 tons o f coal!

Here is the he igh t o f impotence and anarchy! The Food m in ­
is te r  avows th a t he is no t certa in  o f his a b il i ty  to  p r in t  ra tion  
stam ps fo r  lack o f gas, e le c tr ic ity  and paper! I t  is said th a t the 
Governm ent its e lf  m ust go to the black m a rke t in  o rder to  ge t 
the necessary paper to  p r in t  the ra tio n  stam ps!

B ankrup tcy  and im p o ten ce !«  eve ry 'sphe re ! And i t  is  c lear th a t 
we are no t faced w ith  a sim ple governm enta l cris is, b u t w ith  a 
cris is  o f the whole regim e. A  change o f m in is try  w i l l  change ab­
so lu te ly  no th ing  in th is  case. The C om m unist P a rty  seems to have 
realized th is  a t last, when i t  abandoned its  cam paign fo r  a govern­
m ent o f “ dem ocratic concentration.”

W hat, then, is keeping the g re a t w o rk in g  class pa rties  from  
breaking the truce  and the coa lition , sweeping o u t th is  Parlem ent- 
Croupion th a t the deputies themselves no longer take seriously 
(w h ich does no t keep them  fro m  pocketing  160,000 francs in  back 
p a y !), dem anding elections, opening up a cam paign fo r  a w o rkers ’ 
governm ent? Such a governm ent could seriously  devote its e lf  to  
the task o f reconstructing  the economy w ith  the aid o f the unions 
and the fa c to ry  com m ittees; i t  could exp rop ria te  the banks and 
tru s ts , and organize a t la s t an equitable d is tr ib u tio n  o f products and 
break the black m arke t by appealing to  the housewives’ and ne igh­
borhoods’ committees.

The longshoremen o f A n tw e rp  and the m iners o f C harle ro i have 
begun the f ig h t  to  defend th e ir  r ig h t  to live , to  p ro tes t aga inst the 
im potence o f the governm ent. The m iners o f the Borinage D is tr ic t  
have passed to  action  in  the coal fie ld s  by c rea ting  th e ir  own con­
t ro l com m ittees to  break the bosses’ sabotage.

I t  is  on these w o rkers ’ movements, on th is  desire fo r  action 
on the p a rt o f the w o rk in g  class which on ly  aw a its  a s igna l to m an i­
fe s t its e lf  th a t the w o rk ing  class pa rties  m ust re ly  in  order to  fo rm  
a W orkers ’ Governm ent.

Enough em p ty  w ords! L e t us see some action!

B e lg ia n  T ro tsky is t P aper

NEW YORK

Socialist Youth Forum
F rid a y , A p r i l  6, 8 p. m.

“ U. S. IM P E R IA L IS M  IN  L A T IN  A M E R IC A ”  
Hear A  T ro ts k y is t A na lys is  
Speaker: R U T H  G RAYSO N 

Questions D iscussion
116 U N IV E R S IT Y  P LA C E  

(com e r 13th St., between B roadw ay and F if th  Avenue 
near U n ion  Square)

Free Adm ission Refreshm ents

NEW YORK

Sunday Night Forum
" THE H ER ITAG E OF K A R L M A R X ”

W h a t H is  Teachings Mean to the A m erican W orkers 

M arx ism  in  the  L ig h t  o f the Present W orld  Events

Speaker:

A R T  S H A R O N  

Sunday, A p r i l  l ,-8  p. m.

Questions Refreshm ents

N E W  Y O R K  SCHOO L OP S O C IA L  S C IE N C E  

116 U n iv e rs ity  Place

(cor. 13th S tree t, between 5th and B roadw ay)

BRITISH TROTSKYISTS 
ENTER ELECTION RACE

Challenging the reactionary Tory-Labor Party coalition 
upholding the British imperialist program,.the Trotskyist Revo­
lutionary Communist Party of Britain is entering its own can­
didate for Parliament in the forthcoming by-election at Neath, 
South Wales, “ heart of the anthracite coal mining valleys.’’

The coal m iners o f th is  m i l i®  ~
ta n t labo r s trongho ld have re-

“LEGAL” INTERVENTION 
IN LATIN AMERICA

Reproduction o f “ La Voie de Lenine”  (The Road o f Le n in ), 
weekly organ o f the R evo lu tionary Com m unist P a rty , Belg ian 
section o f the F ourth  In te rn a tio n a l. “ A re  the New Soviet V ic to ries  
a P repara tion  fo r  the German R evo lu tion?”  is the headline over 
the m ain s to ry .

March F. I. Analyzes 
Role Of Stalinism

Today, as the m ilitary danger to the Soviet Union has re­
ceded and the masses o f Europe are rising in revolt against their 
oppressors, Stalinism emerges as the greatest internal danger 
to the world working class. A detailed discussion of the Stalinist 
menace to world revolution is featured in the March issue of 
Fourth International, now on sale.

The ro le  o f the K re m lin  bur-®  * 
eaucracy, a llied  w ith  A n g lo -A m ­
erican im p e ria lism  in  the p lo t to 
s t if le  a l l s trugg les o f the mass­
es, is analyzed in  three artic les. 
These are “ The F ig h t A ga in s t 
S ta lin ism ,”  by the ed itors of 
F ou rth  In te rn a tio n a l; a discus­
sion a rtic le  by G. M un is ; and 
“ T w en ty  Years o f S ta lin ism ,”  
w r itte n  by  Leon T ro tsky  in  1938.

The p rogram  and tac tics  o f the 
European T ro tsky is ts  were ham ­
mered ou t o f the liv in g  exp e ri­
ences o f tfye masses in  th e ir  
■struggles aga ins t fasc ism  . and 
war. The magazine presents two 
extensive sections o f the theses 
adopted b y  the European T ro t­
sky is ts  a fte r  a s ix -day  con fer­
ence held under the  heel o f the 
Gestapo in F eb ru a ry  1944. “ The 
T rans fo rm a tion  o f the Im p e ria l­
is t w a r in to  C iv il W a r”  surveys 
the changes in  the s itua tion  o f 
the w o rk in g  class in  the fina l 
phases o f the w ar. I t  discusses 
the moods o f the  masses, “ A l ­
lied ”  s tra tegy , and how the T ro t­
sky is ts  can best educate and o r­
ganize the masses to  reach th e ir  
goal o f peace and secu rity  
th rough  socialism .

In  “ The P ro le ta rian  Revolu tion 
and Tasks o f the 4th In te rn a tio n ­
a l,”  the program  and com position 
o f the various “ na tiona l lib e ra ­
t io n ”  and “ P a rtisa n ”  movements 
are examined and m any seeming 
con trad ic tions explained. These 
documents o ffe r  valuable aids to 
every A m erican w o rke r who 
seeks to  understand the complex 
problems o f the revo lu tiona ry  
crises in  Europe.

“ NOTES O F T H E  M O N T H ”

The f irs t  section o f a pam phlet 
by the Ind ian  T ro ts k y is t L i ly  
Roy, “ Socialism  R eaffirm ed,”  ex­
poses the conception o f the “ m an­
ageria l re vo lu tio n ”  as a th e o re ti­
cal ju s tifica tio n  fo r  cap ita lism . 
I t  is a b r i l l ia n t  and a n n ih ila tin g  
re p ly  to  the m ayo r o f Bombay, 
an Ind ian  renegade fro m  social­
ism  whose views m ir ro r  those o f 
the Am erican James Burnham .

A  rev iew  o f the honest w a r 
correspondent J a c k  Belden’s 
book, “ S t il l T im e to  D ie,”  reveals 
the au tho r’s d is illus ionm ent w ith  
the w a r w h ich places h im  on the 
side o f the oppressed peoples.

The “ Notes o f the M on th ”  by 
the ed itors include comment on 
forced labo r in  the U n ited  States, 
Canadian a n ti-w a r strugg les, the 
Y a lta  Conference, and the  W orld  
Trade U n ion  Conference recen tly  
concluded in  London.

S ingle copies o f F o u rth  In te rn a ­
tio n a l can be obtained fo r  20c., 
yea rly  subscrip tion $2. by w r it in g  
to Business M anager, 116 U n ive r­
s ity  Place, N . Y . 3, N . Y .

In  Philadelph ia 
B uy

T H E  M IL IT A N T
and

F O U R T H  IN T E R N A T IO N A L

a t
LA B O R  FO R U M

405 W . G ira rd  Avenue 
and 13th and M a rke t St., 

N .W . corner

Kremlin Upholds 
Capitalist Rule 
Inside Rumania

That the Crimea Conference 
was a conspiracy to saddle the 
peoples of Europe with reaction­
ary and monarchist regimes is 
now just as evident in Rumania 
under the heel o f Stalin as it 
was yesterday in Greece sub­
jugated by the m ilita ry might 
of Churchill.

E x p lo it in g  the revo lu tiona ry  
sentim ents o f the Rum anian 
workers and peasants aga inst the 
old reg im e o f cap ita lis ts  and 
landlords, S ta lin ’s personal agents 
backed up by the Red A rm y ’s oc­
cupation troops intervened d irec t­
ly  to establish a governm ent 
“ f r ie n d ly ”  to  the K re m lin  clique.

A nd re i V ish insky, state prose­
cuto r in  the in fam ous Moscow 
fram e-up tr ia ls , was rushed to 
Bucharest a fte r  popu lar demon­
s tra tion s  had rocked the discre­
dited governm ent o f General Ra- 
descu to  its  foundations. Under 
his supervision, the governm ent 
was reorganized. A  few  days la ­
te r, the Soviet fo re ig n  office re ­
cognized the annexation o f T ra n ­
sy lvania , f o r m e r  H ungarian  
province, as a prop to  bo ls ter the 
new governm ent.

E xcep t fo r  a l i t t le  fa c e -liftin g , 
no fundam enta l changes have 
resulted. Radescu is ou t b u t T a t- 
arescu, fo re ig n  m in is te r under 
the degenerate m onarchy o f K in g  
Carol, is in . K in g  M ichael who 
succeeded his fa th e r, sent in va ­
sion troops aga inst the Soviet 
U n ion and ru led  as a puppet o f 
H it le r  u n t il Red A rm y  v ic tories  
made h im  change horses. He 
qu ick ly  gave his blessings to  the 
new governm ent.

C A P IT A L IS T S  GO F R E E
A f te r  much ado about punish­

in g  “ w a r c rim ina ls ,”  the govern­
m ent o ff ic ia lly  announced in  a 
s ta tem ent by  Lu c re tiu  Patras- 
eanu, the S ta iin is t M in is te r o f 
Justice, th a t the na tive  class en­
emies o f the Rum anian masses 
would go scot free.

“ In d u s tr ia lis ts , business men 
and bankers w i l l  escape punish­
m ent as w a r c rim ina ls  under a 
new law- draw n up by  Lucre tiu  
Patrascanu . . . R esponsib ility  fo r  
Rum ania’s p a r t in  the  w a r would 
( fa l l )  upon o ffic ia ls  who nego­
tia ted  economic agreements w ith  
Germ any.”

Patrascanu added th a t “ Rum a­
n ia  could no t a ffo rd  to  lose the 
services o f m erchants and indus­
tr ia lis ts . He expressed the op in­
ion th a t the cou n try  would p u r­
sue a more liberafl po licy  tow ard 
th is  class than the French have.”

As a sop to  the  land -hungry  
peasantry, a law  has been enact­
ed to  break up la rge  estates and 
sell them in  five acre lo ts. Lands 
held by “ w ar c rim ina ls ,”  Germans 
and those who le f t  the country 
since the arm stice  are to  become 
p rope rty  o f the governm ent. B u t 
the la rge s t and m ost im p o rta n t 
landed estates are to  be le f t  un­
touched. The law  specifica lly ex­
cluded the g iga n tic  ho ld ings o f the 
R oyal F a m ily  and the state-sup­
ported O rthodox Church fro m  
confiscation and re -d is tr ib u tio n .

ceived the announcement o f the 
candidacy o f Jock Haston, RCP 
iNa'tional Secretary, w ith  keen­
est in te res t and have accorded a 
“ m agnificent response”  to  the 
campaign lite ra tu re  o f the T ro t­
sky is t pa rty , according to the la t­
est issues o f the Socia list Appeal, 
RCP newspaper, received in  th is  
country.

Haston received w ide sym pa­
th y  and acclaim  fro m  the B r it is h  
workers la s t yea r when he and 
three o ther RCP leaders were 
ra ilroaded to prison under the 
an ti- la bo r Trades Disputes A c t 
fo r  th e ir  support to  the s tr ik in g  
m iners and th e ir  a id  to  the s tru g ­
gles o f the “ Bevin Boys,”  the 
sh ipya rd  apprentices who were 
res is ting  being sent as forced 
labor in to  the mines.

SUPPO RT M IN E R S
The T ro ts k y is t  p a rty  and its  

candidate are going before the 
Neath m iners w ith  a record o f 
consistent and uncom prom ising 
support o f the m iners ’ s trugg les 
aga inst both the coal operators 
and the T o ry -La bo r P a rty  gov­
ernm ent which backed the rich  
owners. One o f the m ain planks 
o f the RCP p la tfo rm  is fo r  the 
na tiona liza tion  o f the coal mines 
w ith o u t compensation to the mine 
pro fiteers and fo r  the operation 
o f the mines under w o rkers ’ con­
tro l.

The m ain emphasis o f the 
T ro ts k y is t cam paign is a ca ll fo r  
the w orkers  to break w ith  the 
c a p ita lis t pa rties  and support a 
revo lu tiona ry  socia lis t program  
in a s trugg le  fo r  w o rkers ’ pow'er. 
The cen tra l slogan o f the cam­
pa ign is directed to  the Labor 
P a rty  rank and file  u rg in g  them 
to smash the treacherous coa li­
tio n  o f the Labor P a rty  leaders 
w ith  the T o ry  bankers and indus­
tr ia lis ts . “ B reak the coa lition  
w ith  the Tories! Labor to  pow er!”  
is the appeal o f the B r it is h  T ro t­
skyists.

In  con tra s t to  the RCP’s record 
o f f u l l  support to  the  m iners ’ 
Struggles, the cam paign po in ts 
out th a t the labo r leaders in  the 
coa lition  governm ent consistently 
sided w ith  t h e  coal-owrners 
against the m iners. These lackeys 
are g iv in g  s im ila r  support to  a ll 
the reac tiona ry  domestic and 
fo re ign  polic ies o f the B r it is h  
cap ita lis ts .

A t  home, the labo r leaders’ 
bloc w ith  the C hurch ill Tories has 
strengthened rapacious B ig  Bus­
iness, fu rthe red  conscrip tion o f 
labo r fo r  p r iv a te  p ro fit, in s t itu t­
ed an ti- la b o r laws and imposed

JOCK H A S TO N

the fu l l  burden o f  the w a r and 
postw ar c a p ita lis t chaos on the 
w orkers. In  the colonies such as 
Ind ia , the coa lition  has worsened 
the conditions o f s ta rva tio n  and 
b ru ta l oppression fo r  hundreds 
o f m illio ns  o f colon ia l slaves. In  
Europe, the coa lition  govern­
m ent has g iven arm ed backing 
to the ex-fasc is ts  and monarchs 
seeking to  craw l back in to  ru le .

W A R M  R E C E P TIO N
The RCP is ham m ering home 

the fa c t th a t the Labor P a rty  in  
the coa lition  governm ent has s u r­
rendered every scrap o f indepen­
dence o f the trade unions and 
labor movement to  the ca p ita l­
is ts. The RCP calls on the  Neath 
workers to  suppo rt its  candidate 
on a T ro ts k y is t p la tfo rm  o f un­
dev ia ting  alleg iance to  the w o rk­
ing  class.

Comrade Haston has been ad­
dressing m eetings th roughou t the 
m in in g  va lley. Even S ta lin is t 
ran k  and file rs  are showing in te r­
est in  h is cam paign and are anx­
ious to  discuss the issues. “ M any 
ex -S ta lin is ts  have offe red us as­
sistance,”  the  S oc ia lis t Appea l re ­
ports. The Com m unist (S ta lin is t)  
P a rty  supports the Tories.

A t  one RCP cam paign m eet­
in g  held in  the M iners W e lfa re  
H a ll, Gwaun-Cae-Gunven, t h e  
cha irm an was a leading local 
m iner and the f irs t  ..speaker was 
a “ Bevin Boy,”  one o f the you th  
sent to  forced labo r in  the mines, 
who stressed the need fo r  na tio n ­
a liza tio n  o f the mines under 
w o rkers ’ contro l. Jock H aston ex­
posed the counter-revo lu tionary  
ro le  o f the C hurch ill governm ent 
and the B r it is h  labo r leaders in  
Greece and Europe. R a is ing  the 
slogan, “ W orkers o f the W orld  
U n ite !”  he urged the B r it is h  
w orkers to  “ clasp the hands o f the 
w orkers o f Europe and G erm any”  
and break the im p e ria lis t- la b o r 
coa lition.

By M. Morrison
What has become known as the “ Act of Chapultepec” is 

considered the major achievement of the Inter-American Con­
ference held receittly in Mexico C ity. The masses of the Latin 
American countries can with justification feel disquieted about 
this achievement. Through it the door has been opened for the 
apparently “ legal”  intervention by American imperialism in the 
affairs of Latin American countries.

. F o r the representatives o f® --------------------------------------------------------
tw e n ty  Am erican repub lics m eet­
in g  in  Mexioo C ity  to  deal “ w ith  
problem s o f  w a r and peace”  ac­
cepted a p ropos ition  which 
ob ligates these governm ents to 
guarantee the  te r r ito r ia l in te g r ity  
and the p o lit ic a l independence o f 
eve ry  cou n try  s ign ing  the  A c t o f 
Chapultepec. In  case o f a th re a t 
to  any o f the na tions th a t sent 
representatives to  the  conference, 
e ithe r by an A m erican o r non- 
A m erican aggressor, a il the 
o thers  prom ise to  consult, to 
agree on measures to  be taken 
aga inst the aggressor, and to  use 
fo rce  i f  necessary to  p reven t o r 
repel aggression.

F o r  the  du ra tion  o f the w a r 
any in te rven tion  under the A c t 
o f  Chapultepec is  to  take place 
on ly  i f  the  aggression in te rfe res  
w ith  the  "“ W ar e f fo r t . ”  A f te r  the 
w a r a tre a ty  is to  be d ra fte d  to  
be presented to  the  U n ited  States 
Senate fo r  ra t if ic a tio n  p ro v id ing  
fo r  the  same guarantees b u t w ith ­
ou t the necessity o f  ju s t ify in g  
any in te rven tion  because o f in ­
terference w ith  the  w a r e ffo r t.  
T h is  d is tinc tio n  was made to  
avoid any /C on flic t between the 
Roosevelt ad m in is tra tion  and the 
Senate.

* * *

B y s ign ing  the decla ra tion  the 
L a tin  A m erican repub lics have 
given up a tra d it io n  in  existence 
fo r  m any decades— the tra d itio n  
o f opposition to  any in te rfe rence 
by the U n ited  States in  th e ir  in ­
te rna l o r ex te rna l a ffa irs . In  1933 
a t the conference held in  L im a 
these repub lics insisted on a 
sta tem ent th a t “ the in te rven tion  
o f any state in  the in te rn a l o r ex­
te rna l a ffa irs  o f another is in ­
admissible.”  T h is  s ta tem ent was 
aimed a t Am erican im peria lism . 
Roosevelt agreed to  i t  because he 
had decided to  in troduce the 
“ good neighbor po licy”  and to 
use the s ilk  glove instead o f the 
m ailed fis t in  order to  guard the 
supremacy o f A m erican im p e ria l­
ism in  the W estern Hemisphere.

When one takes in to  considera­
tio n  the fa c t th a t the on ly  power 
th a t is re a lly  capable o f us ing 
fo rce  to  p reven t “ aggression”  
aga inst any L a t in  Am erican 
repub lic  is the  U n ited  S tates, i t  
becomes clear th a t the represen­
ta tives  o f the  L a tin  Am erican 
repub lics have pe rm itte d  a loop­
hole w h ich the  im p e ria lis ts  o f th is  
c o u n try  m ay u til iz e  as a lega l 
cover fo r  any fu tu re  in te rven tion .

I t  m ay be true , as is claimed, 
th a t fe a r  o f a possible a tta ck  by 
A rge n tin a  aga ins t its  weak ne igh­
bors ,is the  fa c to r  th a t led some 
•of the L a tin  Am erican represen­
ta tive s  to  in troduce the  proposal 
embodied in  the  A c t o f  Chapul-

I nterna t io n a l notes

India
A no the r ind ica tion  th a t the 

San Francisco conference w i l l  do 
no th ing  to  l i f t  the  burdens o f 
oppression fro m  the enslaved col­
on ia l peoples is contained in  the 
m anner in  which In d ia  w i l l  be 
“ represented.”

In d ia ’s “ representatives”  have 
been appointed by the  B r it is h  
Governor General, Lo rd  W avell. 
They are a ll flunkeys o f B r it is h  
im peria lism  and in  no w ay re ­
present In d ia ’s 390,000,000 peo 
pie who despise th e ir  overlo rds 
and aw a it on ly  the op po rtu n ity  
to th ro w  the ty ra n ts  o f f  th e ir  
backs.

The delegates are S ir  Ramas- 
wam i M ud a lia r and S ir F iro^khan  
Noon, both members o f the  V ice­
ro y ’s Council and S ir V . T . 
K rishnam achari, fo rm e r P rem ier 
o f Barodia. They have been cor­
re c tly  designated as “ collabora­
tion is ts ,”  persona non g ra ta  w ith  
the Ind ian  people, by J. J. S ingh, 
P resident o f the Ind ia  League o f 
Am erica.

W in. P h ilip  Simms, Scripps- 
How ard co lum nist, inad ve rten tly  
exposed the rea l character o f the 
San Francisco conference by 
com m enting: “ To side w ith  or 
aga inst independence movements, 
or to  ru le  ou t a de legation sent 
by a du ly  recognized reg im e as 
lack ing  po p u la rity , w ou ld  w reck 
the conference!”

He was pe rm itted  free  m ovem ent 
around the country.

Olano says th a t the people are 
no t on ly  an tagon is tic  to  the  w a r 
b u t sometimes do n o t even dis­
cuss it .  Even a t the  tim e  o f the 
A llie d  defeats a t S ingapore and 
elsewhere, the re  were “ b ig  m an i­
fes ta tions”  in  Japan.

“ The m il ita ry  c 1 i q u e,”  the 
Bishop reported, “ contro ls every­
th in g  by an in tr ic a te  organ iza­
tion  d iv id in g  each c ity  in to  10- 
house sections. One man is in  
charge o f each sm all section. 
O ther men are in charge o f la rg ­
er sections. I f  anybody* in  the 
10-house section doesn’t  cooper­
ate o r con tribu te  to  the w ar 
funds, the men in  charge w i l l— ”  
Here the p r ie s t expressively drew 
a finger across his neck.

Finland

Japan
The Japanese people show no 

enthusiasm  fo r  the w a r th a t  has 
been forced upon them  by the 
desperate caste o f m il i ta r y  ad­
ven turers th a t ru les the coun try  
fo r  a hand fu l o f financia l cap i­
ta lis ts . Th is is the g is t o f an 
in te rv ie w  g iven by B ishop M ich­
ael A nge l Olano o f Guam who 
returned to th a t is land a fte r  
spending 21 m onths in  Japan, 
fro m  the tim e  o f the a tta ck  on 
P earl H a rb o r to  October 1943.

Conservatives and a S ta lin is t 
peoples f ro n t  bloc gained seats 
in the F inn ish  R iks tag  elections 
a t the expense o f the Social Dem­
ocra tic  P a rty . The ■ combined 
votes o f the  r ig h t  w in g  parties, 
however, outnum bered the to ta l 
o f votes received by Social Dem ­
ocrats and S ta lin is t P opyla r 
Dem ocrats (732,000 to  711,000).

The most prom inen t fea tu re  o f 
the election was the la rge  losses 
suffe red by the Social Democ­
racy, the govern ing p a rty  since 
1939, which dropped from  83 to  
52 seats in  the  pa rliam en t. T h is  
re flec ts  the intense d issatis fac­
tion  o f the F inn ish  people w ith  
the po licy o f Social Democracy 
th a t made F in lan d  a pawn a l­
te rn a tive ly  o f A llie d  and German 
im peria lism  and a spearhead 
aga inst the Soviet Union. In  th is  
way the coun try  was subjected to  
the devastation o f im p e r ia lis t 
war.

A ltho ug h  the gains o f the S ta l­
in is ts  are s tr ik in g , they  were fa r  
fro m  a landslide. S ta lin ’s b ru ta l 
po licy  tow ard  F in lan d  has cre­
ated an un dy ing  h o s t ility  tow ards

the K re m lin  gang. I f  la rge  num ­
bers nevertheless voted fo r  the 
S ta lin is t bloc, i t  was on ly  as a 
“ lesser e v il”  choice to  the dis­
asters th a t had be fa llen  them  un­
der the Social Democracy.

Great Britain
W hile  the en tire  B r it is h  labo r 

m ovem ent is s tra in in g  a t the 
leash to  break the T ory-Labour 
p a r ty  coa lition , the  S ta lin is t 
Com m unist p a rty  has pu b lic ly  de­
clared fo r  con tinua tion  o f th is  
coa lition  a fte r  the German defeat.

So reac tionary  Is th is  proposal 
th a t, up to  the tim e  o f its  issu­
ance, n o t one o f the treacherous 
leadens o f the  B r it is h  Labour 
p a rty  have dared to  ind ica te  any 
plan along th is  line. The B r it is h  
w orkers have long been aroused 
to  the  crim es perpe tra ted by 
C h u rc h ill’s governm ent, w ith  thy  
Labour m in is te rs  assigned to  do 
the d ir ty  w o rk  o f keeping wages 
frozen, en fo rc ing  slave labo r laws 
and b reak ing  s trikes . The L a ­
bour leadens had on ly  one fra u d - 
u len t excuse: “ the wan against 
fasc ism ”  —  an excuse th a t was 
tho ro ug h ly  exposed when Church­
i l l  massacred the Greek w orkers.

Now  th a t the w ar aga inst Ger­
many is  com ing to  an end they 
have no a lte rn a tive  bu t to  go to  
the polls, ho p ing  perhaps th a t 
they w i l l  find some o ther means 
o f con tinu ing  the class truce. The 
S ta lin is ts  are now a tte m p tin g  to 
provide them w ith  the  fo rm u la : 
a con tinuation o f the coa lition  
w ith  the Tories b u t w ith  a “ la ­
bour and progressive m a jo r ity ”  
in  the  House o f Commons. The 
p ro g ra m : “ support o f the deci­
sions o f the Crim ea conference.”

The B r it is h  S ta lin is ts , some­
w h a t restra ined by the pressure 
o f the  B r it is h  w orkers, are ju s t 
a step behind th e ir  Am erican: 
henchmen who have openly p ro ­
cla im ed th e ir  support o f “ post­
w a r”  free-en te rp rise  —  th a t is, 
W a ll S treet.

tepee. B u t to depend upon U . S. 
im peria lism  to  defend the t e r r i ­
to r ia l in te g r ity  and p o lit ic a l in ­
dependence o f any L a tin  A m e r i­
can cou n try  is a sign o f im b e c ility  
o r a conscious be tra ya l o f the  
masses o f  the  L a tin  A m erican 
countries. One m ig h t as w e ll 
depend upon the t ig e r  fo r  defense 
aga inst the  w o lf.

A t  p resent i t  is the m il ita ry -  
police d ic ta to rsh ip  o f A rge n tin a  
th a t has aroused the displeasure 
o f the  U n ited  States Governm ent. 
A ll o ther L a tin  Am erican repub­
lics have w ill in g ly  exchanged 
th e ir  independence o f action fo r  
economic help fro m  the r ic h  uncle. 
I t  happens th a t A rge n tin a  is no t 
so dependent upon help fro m  th is  
country . I t  is in  fa c t a com petito r 
o f the U n ited  States on the  w orld  
m a rke t fo r  m ea t and g ra in  
products. Behind A rg e n tin a  are 
the B r it is h  im p e ria lis ts  who are 
de riv in g  g re a t sa tis fac tion  fro m  
the  A rg e n tin a -U n ite d  S tates con­
troversy .

W IL L  SCRAP T R E A T IE S
B u t i t  w i l l  no t a lw ays be a 

rea c tion a ry  governm ent th a t w i l l  
oppose the dicta tes o f the A m e ri­
can im peria lis ts . On the con tra ry , 
the m ore dem ocratic and progres­
sive a governm ent o f any L a tin  
A m erican cou n try  is, the  m ore 
lik e ly  is i t  to come in  c o n flic t w ith  
t iie  colossus o f the no rth .

I t  m ust be recognized o f course 
th a t the im p e ria lis ts  o f th is  coun­
t r y  w i l l  not, in  the la s t analysis, 
be guided by provisions in  any 
agreem ent o r tre a ty . I f  and when 
they th in k  th a t in te rven tion  on 
(h e ir part, is necessary to  pro tect 
th e ir  in terests, they w ill do so 
w ith  o r w ith o u t any provis ions in  
any tre a ty . B u t under no c ircum ­
stances should U . S. im peria lism  
be furn ished w ith  a “ lega l”  
p re te x t by the very  countries who 
ough t to  oppose in te rven tion  
under any circum stances. The 
masses o f L a tin  Am erica  m ust 
defend themselves aga inst the 
d ic ta to rsh ips o f A rge n tin a  and 
o ther South A m erican countries 
b u t they m ust never re ly  on the 
Am erican im p e ria lis ts .

* * *
I f  the A c t o f Chapultepec re ­

ceived the  lion ’ s share o f a tte n ­
tion  a t the conference, the eco­
nom ic problems fa c in g  the  L a tin  
A m erican countries gave the rep ­
resentatives o f those countries the  
g reatest w o rry . W h a t w i l l  the 
cap ita lis ts  o f the U n ite d  States 
and th e ir  governm ent do to  help 
the L a tin  Am erican countries 
econom ically a f te r  the w a r?  Fojj 
the  present the L a tin  A m erican 
governm ents depend fo r  th e ir  
economic s ta b ility  upon the  con­
tra c ts  fo r  the sale o f ra w  m a te ria l 
to  the U n ited  States. Should the  
U n ited  States cease its  purchases 
i t  would re s u lt in economic break­
down and possible re vo lu tio n a ry  
upheavals.

S O C IA L IS T  L A T IN  A M E R IC A
W hat the L a tin  A m erican rep ­

resentatives received fro m  the 
representatives o f the  U n ited  
States were some declarations on 
the necessity o f a h igh e r standard 
o f  l iv in g  and o f encouragement 

fo r  p r iva te  investm ents. The L a tin  
A m erican p o litic ian s  were no t 
g re a tly  in terested in  em pty  
declarations. The best the y  could 
get, however, was a prom ise th a t 
the con tracts fo r  the  purchase o f 
ra w  m a te ria l would be canceled 
on lv  a f te r  due notice.

Undoubtedly U n ited  States im ­
peria lism  w il l  t r y  to  keep the 
L a t i n  Am erican governm ents 
satisfied. B u t the fundam enta l 
con trad ic tion  between A m erican 
im peria lism  anxious to  make p ro ­
fits  ou t o f its  investm ents in  
L a tin  A m erica and the w e lfa re  o f 
the L a tin  A m erican masses cannot 
possib ly he solved. The in - ’ 
du s tria liza tio n  o f L a tin  Am erica, 
the ra is in g  o f the standard o f 
liv in g  fo r  the masses, the com­
plete independence o f the  L a tin  
A m erican republics are problems 
th a t cannot be solved w ith  the 
aid o f Am erican im peria lism . 
They can be solved on ly  by a 
Socia list L a tin  A m erica w ith  the 
aid o f a Socia lis t U n ited  States.
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‘  Vote For Socialism ! Says SWP Candidate
Following is the text o j a speech by M yra Tanner Weiss, 

Trotskyist candidate for mayor, to the -voters of Los Angeles 
delivered March 26, over station K N X . Station KHJ, to which 
the script was originally submitted, censored out the passages 
■which we have put in parentheses in this text and the speech was 
not given over that station. Minus the censored passages, i t  was 
delivered over station KMX.

F or the past three years I  have been the Los Angeles organ­
ize r o f the Socia list W orke rs ' P a rty , popu la rly  known as the T ro t­
sky is ts . F o r ten years I  have been active in the labo r movement—  
as a shop steward in the canneries o f San Pedro, on p icke t lines, 
on union ne go tia ting  com m ittees, and as a delegate to  A F L  con­
ventions.

I  te ll you my record, and w hat my a ffilia tio n s  are, in  order to 
make clear the character o f my cam paign fo r  the office o f M ayor 
o f Los Angeles. I  stand fo r  the w orking-class. M y program , the 
p rogram  o f my pa rty , is the program  o f socialism . I  hate the evil, 
decaying system o f cap ita lism  w ith  its  W'ars, its  race hatreds, the 
perpetual p r iva tio n  and insecu rity  which i t  represents fo r  m illions  
o f people.

I  speak fo r  a p a r ty  wh ich challenges the c a p ita lis t system and 
proposes to remove it ,  (as i f  i t  were a cancerous g ro w th  on human 
society.) Socialism  means a society o f peace and p len ty , instead o f 
a society o f w a r and hunger. O n ly the w o rk in g  class, wh ich has 
no th in g  to ga in  and eve ry th ing  to  lose under cap ita lism , can create 
a  socia lis t w o rld .

M eanwhile, the w ork ing-c lass is under a ttack. The lords o f 
B ig  Business, here in  C a lifo rn ia  as th roughou t the na tion , are 
e te rn a lly  seeking ways and means to  underm ine and destroy the 
w o rke rs ’ own organ izations, the trade  unions. They w a n t to  con­
v e r t  the w orkers  in to  helpless serfs, unable to  defend th e ir  hard- 
won r ig h ts  and liv in g  standards.

The Workers Must Open Their Counter-Offensive
Here in  C a lifo rn ia , the notorious open-shoppers v ie  w ith  the 

ca p ita lis t po litic ians  in  W ashington in devis ing new blows a t o r­
ganized labor. P roposition 12, defeated by the C a lifo rn ia  voters 
la s t November, was to  san c tify  the open-shop in  law . ( I t  was o f a 
piece w ith  the Roosevelt-sponsored N a tion a l Service A c t and a ll 
o ther freedom -destroy ing leg is la tion .)

The labo r movement can survive on ly by m il ita n t  s trugg le  
aga inst a ll the forces o f reaction. A g a in s t the offensive o f the 
bosses and the boss po litic ians, the w orkers  m ust open th e ir  own 
counter-o ffensive . Labor m ust w ith d ra w  fro m  the W a r Labor Board, 
th a t g raveya rd  o f w o rke rs ’ grievances. The N o -S trike  Pledge, a 
s tra it ja c k e t fo r  labor, m ust be rescinded. The L i t t le  Steel fo rm u la , 
w h ich holds wages down w h ile  p ro fits  and prices soar ever h igher, 
m ust be th row n  overboard.

B u t even m ore than th is  is  needed. To defend its e lf  w ith  its  
un ited  power in  every f ie ld  where i t  is attacked, labo r m ust break 
fo r  a ll t im e  w ith  the ca p ita lis t p o lit ic a l parties, the Dem ocrats and 
Republicans, and every type o f boss p o litic ian . The w orkers  m ust 
bu ild  th e ir  own p a rty , an independent labor p a tty , based on the 
trade  unions, w ith  a p rogram  dedicated to the in te rests  o f labor. 
T hrough th is  p a rty  the y  can achieve a f ig h t in g  a lliance w ith  the 
a g r ic u ltu ra l w o rkers  and sm all fa rm ers  who are exp lo ited and op­
pressed by the self-same enemies o f labor.

There are no “ friends  o f labo r”  in  the ca p ita lis t parties. L a ­
bo r’s on ly tru e  fr ien d  is its  own s trong  r ig h t  arm . By casting  your 
vote fo r  me, you w ill be vo tin g  in  fa v o r o f independent w o rk ing - 
class po litica l action— the c ry in g  need o f the  hour.

Cast Your Vote for Socialism!
A  rea l f ig h t in g  p rogram  is a li fe  and death question fo r  the 

w orkers. A lready, in the m id s t o f the g re a t w a r production boom, 
its  shadow o f pos t-w ar unem ploym ent fa lls  across the w o rkers ’ 
lives. C ap ita lism  o ffe rs  breadlines, soup kitchens, apple-se lling. The 
bosses know  th is. T h a t is. w h y  they  are so in te n t on crush ing the 
organized labo r movement. They w a n t no resistance fro m  th e ir  
v ic tim s.

(A tta c k s  on the labor movement go hand in  hand w ith  armed 
assaults on Japanese-American citizens, some o f whose homes have 
been shot up and burned by undercover te rro r is ts .)  R eactionary o r­
ganizations are in c it in g  race hatred aga inst Japanese-Americans, 
Negroes, Mexicarfs and o ther m ino ritie s . A n ti-S e m itism  is r ife .  In  
a ll these ac tiv itie s  we can easily recognize an in c ip ien t fascism  
whose u ltim a te  aim  is the destruction  o f the labo r movement.

In  ask ing you to vote fo r  me, I  am asking you to vote aga inst 
a ll these m an ifes ta tions o f black reaction, (and against the ca p ita lis t 
system  which nourishes them .) Make Y O U R  vote a vote fo r  Social­
ism.

Poorly-Housed Workers 
Long For ' Dream Home'

By Grace Carlson
“ Do you dream about ‘that 

place in the country'?’’ begins 
an article in the March issue of 
“ Good Housekeeping” maga­
zine. Then the author goes on to 
answer her own question. “ We 
do. We like to think of the room 
pictured above in the farm­
house of Mr. and Mrs. W illiam  
Rietheimer in Woodstock, I l l i ­
nois.''

You m ay be very , ve ry  sure 
th a t the room  p ic tu red there was 
no t the un ligh ted , sha bb ily -fu rn ­
ished one room o f a sharecrop­
per’s cabin. No, indeed no t! N o­
body “ dream s”  o f th a t k ind  o f 
a “ place in  the c o u n try ." N e ithe r 
the gushy w r ite r  o f the “ Good 
Housekeeping”  a rtic le , nor her 
m illio n a ire  boss, W illiam . Ran­
dolph H ears t nor the m agazine’s 
readers. A s fo r  the sharecrop­
per h im se lf, h is “ place in  the 
cou n try ”  is  much m ore o f a 
n igh tm are  than  a “ dream .”
“ C A S U A L  L IV IN G ”

Photographs o f the in te r io r  and 
ex te rio r o f th is  rea l “ dream 
house”  are shown in  the a rtic le  
w ith  deta ils to appeal to  the 
housewife-reader, weary o f the 
cramped liv in g -q u a rte rs  and the 
d ir t  o f c ity  life . “ The sun stream ­
in g  th rough the c r is p  organdie 
curta ins  filled  the rooms w ith  
w a rm th  and friend liness.”  And 
more delectable deta ils —  “ The 
en tire  a tt ic  was covered w ith  pine 
pane lling ” ... “ S torage and closet 
space was c leverly  tucked under 
the s lop ing ro o f” ... “ There were 
three b u ilt- in  beds w ith  deep 
draw er space underneath.”

This a ll adds up to w h a t the 
“ G o o d  Housekeeping”  w r ite r  
calls a “ design fo r  casual country

liv in g .”  No sharecropper or 
“ d i r t  fa rm e r”  is M r. R iethe im er 
fo r  we learn  f ro m  the a rtic le  th a t 
he “ commutes to his business in  
the c ity .”  H is w ife  and daughter 
p u tte r around in  the garden o f 
th e ir  30-acre fa rm y a rd  and raise 
fresh  vegetables fo r  the fa m ily  
dinners, but they wear gloves 
w h ile  w o rk in g  to keep fro m  ge t­
t in g  “ fa rm y a rd  hands,”  Casual 
coun try  liv in g  is ve ry  d iffe re n t 
fro m  the li fe  o f backbreaking to il 
and g rin d in g  poverty  which is the 
d a ily  experience o f m illio ns  o f 
a g r ic u ltu ra l w orkers and “ d ir t  
fa rm e rs !”

O N LY  A  D R E A M
W hy does “ Good Housekeep­

in g ”  show its  readers glim pses o f 
a l i fe  w h ich the y  can never hope 
.to experience? Designed as “ the 
m agazine A m erica  lives by,”  
“ Good Housekeeping”  is read 
ch ie fly  by housewives o f the 
w ork ingclass and low er m iddle 
class. W hen W ill ia m  Randolph 
H ears t and his associates w ant 
to  te ll the  members o f the 
“ S m art Set”  how to  live  o r w ha t 
to  wear, they use one o f the  m a­
ny o ther Hearst-owned pe rio d i­
cals, such as “ Town and Coun­
t r y , ”  “ H arpers Bazaar”  and 
“ House B e a u tifu l.”  .The “ upper 
classes”  do no t read “ Good 
Housekeeping.”  W hy does every 
issue o f th is  m agazine continue 
to  o ffe r  its  readers the k in d  o f 
advice about th e ir  homes which 
on ly  the ric h  could use?

T ha t is exactly  why “ Good 
Housekeeping”  magazine is so 
popu lar w i t h  working-class 
housewives —  i t  gives them a 
chance to dream and to  hope. 
A m id  the d ir t,  noise, c lu tte r  and 
general confusion th a t fo rm  the 
w arp and woof o f l i fe  in  w o rk ­
ers homes, the housewife can 
dream o f “ a place in  the cou n try ”  
— quiet, com fortable , clean, we ll-

Flint Chevrolet Paper Publishes Reply 
Of SWP Organizer To Clayton Fountain

The followiijg letter is reprinted from the March 15 issue 
of The Searchlight, official publication of Chevrolet Local 659,
UAW-CiO. Flint, Michigan. It was written by Arthur Burch,
Michigan organizer of the Socialist Workers Party, in reply to 
an attack on Trotskyism which appeared in an earlier issue of
The Searchlight.

George C arro ll,
E d ito r  o f S ea rch ligh t

D ear S ir:
In  an a rtic le  by C layton W . 

F oun ta in  which appeared  in  the 
F eb ru a ry  15th issue o f The 
Search ligh t, he acknowledges his 
previous lack o f fo re s ig h t in

fa v o rin g  the no -s trike  pledge, and 
now comes ou t de fin ite ly  fo r  
rescind ing it .  W e can on ly  com­
mend him  fo r  h is change o f view  
on th is  im p o rta n t question since 
i t  is by the correction o f its  
e rro rs  in the course o f the  s tru g ­
gle th a t the w o rk in g  class 
develops its e lf  and approaches 
m a tu r ity .

NEW YORK

During the Month of April
The New Y o rk  School o f Social Science Presents 

A  Series o f Lectures On

CAUSES AND CONSEQUENCES OF WORLD WAR I I

Speaker:

M A R K  B R A D E N , Labor Secretary N ew ark Branch, SWP 
Classes Begin a t 8 p. m.

W E D N E S D A Y , A P R IL  4 th : 
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W E D N E S D A Y , A P R IL  18th:
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C ontro l o f Governm ent 
W E D N E S D A Y , A P R IL  25th:

Socialism — The Com ing 
W orld  System

How  Socialism  W ill Be B u ilt  
in  Am erica
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116 U n iv e rs ity  Place (C orner 13th S t., bet. 5 th  and B roadw ay)

B u t F oun ta in  is n o t satisfied 
w ith  se tting  fo r th  the  reasons 
w hich prom pted h im  to change his 
position. He goes fa r  afie ld to 
a ttack  the T ro tsky is ts  because o f 
th e ir  adherence to a revo lu tiona ry  
program . T h is is, o f course, 
ne ithe r the  tim e  nor the  place to 
discuss th is  p rogram  b u t fo r  
F oun ta in ’s benefit I  m ig h t state 
th a t I  would g la d ly  debate th is  
sub ject w ith  h im  a t a t im e  and 
place o f his own choosing.

I t  is strange, to  say the least, 
th a t in an a rtic le  ca llin g  fo r  the 
re lo ca tio n  o f the no -s trike  pledge, 
F oun ta in  should denounce the 
T ro tsky is ts  who have consistently 
opposed th is  pledge fro m  the ve ry  
beg inn ing and have continuously 
warned the res t o f the  labor 
movement aga inst the dangers 
which would in e v ita b ly  accrue to 
labor as the resu lt o f the sacrifice 
o f its  m ost po w e rfu l weapon. We 
have set fo r th  in  The M il ita n t  
some o f the  ve ry  argum ents which 
F ounta in  now espouses. We m ust 
the re fo re  accuse F ounta in  o f the 
ve ry  charge w hich he has so 
w ro n g fu lly  hurled a t the T ro t­
skyists, nam ely: th a t he “ has con­
fused th is  issue a lm ost beyond 
recogn ition  fo r  w h a t i t  re a lly  is.”

R E A L  R O LE  OF S T A L IN IS T S

F ounta in  no t on ly attacks the 
T ro tsky is ts  fo r  having the fo re ­
s ig h t that, he h im se lf lacked but 
also in the same paragraph 
a ttacks the S ta lin is ts  whose posi­
tion  in  favo r o f the no -s trike  
pledge was u n t il rece n tly> shared 
by h im se lf. To he sure Foun ta in  
does not denounce the S ta lin is ts  
fo r  th e ir  reactionary  ro le on the 
no -s trike  pledge as well as fo r  
th e ir  en tire  finky  role in  the labor 
movement in  which they have 
acted as the unscrupulous agents

furn ished, adapted . to the needs 
o f g row ing  ch ildren.

I f  the average reader o f “ Good 
Housekeeping”  were to ld  o f li fe  
in  H ears t’s Enchanted H i l l  
Castle on his 75,000 acre estate 
in  San Simeon, C a lifo rn ia  o r on 
one o f bis luxurious “ ranches”  in  
Texas or in  M exico, i t  would 
seem so unrea l th a t i t  would have 
l i t t le  meaning. Such remote, 
lo f ty  and obviously unatta inab le  
lu x u ry  can never fo rm  the basis 
o f the poor housew ife’s dream. 
B u t a cottage in  the country , w ith  
p len ty  o f “ storage and closet 
space,”  “ crisp organdie cu rta in s ”  
a t the w indows, “ b u ilt- in  beds 
w ith  deep draw er space under­
neath”  —  th is  is a dream  th a t 
even a w o rke r m ay have I

B u t under th is  social system, 
i t  w i l l  rem ain on ly  a dream. A c­
cord ing to  the la te s t governm ent 
figures on housing conditions, 
h a lf  o f the homes in the U n ited 
States —  nearly  17 m illio n — had 
no p riva te  bath. E ig h t m illio n  
homes had ne ithe r gas nor elec­
t r ic i t y ;  11 m illio n  had no r e f r i ­
ge ra tion  equipm ent; 4% m illio n  
had no cen tra l hea ting  o r stoves. 
Houses in  ru ra l com m unities 
were said to  be in  even worse 
condition than those in  the cities. 
Farmhouses were the w o rs t of 
a ll.

H ousing conditions h a v e  
grow n s t i l l  worse since 1940. The 
w a r has .stopped the bu ild in g  o f 
new houses a lm ost en tire ly . The 
v ir tu a l absence o f vacancies in 
lower-priced houses and a p a rt­
ments makes i t  impossible fo r  
w orkers to force th e ir  landlords 
to  make necessary repa irs  on the 
old bu ild ings.

And so, w orking-class women 
continue to dream o f “ th a t place 
in the coun try ,”  w h ile  they' go 
th rough  the d reary round o f da ily  
housekeeping tasks in  crowded, 
uncom fortab le , run-dow n c ity  
homes!

o f the K re m lin  bureaucracy bu t 
“ because they th in k  th a t is  the 
way to help the Russians.”  Foun­
ta in  draws no d is tinc tio n  between 
th is  vicious bureaucracy in  Mos­
cow and the masses o f the Soviet 
Union whose in te rests lik e  those 
o f the Am erican w orkers would 
be helped by the scrapping of 
the no -s trike  pledge.

In  on ly  one respect does Foun­
ta in  rem ain consistent— his reso rt 
to red -ba iting , the  stock device o f 
the .employers to  sow dissension 
in the labor movement. The reac­
t io n s  y ro le  o f the S ta lin is ts  in  
the labo r m ovem ent would have 
long  ago come to an end i f  they 
were exposed fo r  th e ir  crimes 
against labor, i.e., th e ir  position 
on the no -s trike  pledge, th e ir  un­
savory ro le  in  the  M ontgom ery 
W ard s tr ike , th e ir  undercover 
support o f the pend ing “ Slave 
Labor B il l, ”  etc.

I t  is  the  un favorab le  reaction 
o f the  w orkers to  the red -ba iting  
tactics o f people like  Foun ta in  
which has con tinu a lly  helped to 
bo lster the S ta lin is ts  and p reven t­
ed th e ir  complete e lim ina tion  
fro m  the labo r movement.

The T ro tsky is ts  are concerned 
w ith  F oun ta in ’s red -b a itin g  no t 
on ly because i t  harm s o u r ten­
dency b u t because i t  in ju re s  the 
labor movem ent as a whole. A ll 
workers irrespective  o f th e ir  
po litica l be lie fs m ust learn  to 
recognize th is  fac t. M y le tte r  is 
w r itte n  so th a t th is  chronic red- 
ba ite r m ay be exposed a t the very 
scene o f his crime. I  hope, the re ­
fore , th a t you w i l l  be k ind  enough 
to p r in t  th is  le tte r.

F ra te rn a lly  yours, 

A R T H U R  B U R C H  
M ich igan  O rgan izer, Socia lis t 
W orke rs  P a r ty  (T ro ts k y is ts )

Imperialists Compete 
In Cynical Phrases

The ca p ita lis t powers seek 
to outdo each other n o t m ere ly 
in  bloody im p e ria lis t grabs, 
b u t in  the  cynical “ hu m an ita r­
ia n ”  pretenses w ith  which they 
cloak th e ir  greedy aims. H a r­
old Callender, P aris  corres­
pondent, w r it in g  in  the M arch 
25 N. Y . T im es about the e f­
fo r ts  o f French im peria lism  
to  save its  colon ia l em pire 
from  its  A llie d  “ friends,”  
sta tes:

“ M eanwhile, i f  the great 
powers are going to pretend 
th a t they conquered empires 
w ith  m otives o f C h ris tian  
cha rity  and to  vow they in ­
tend to  apply the doctrines o f 
Thomas Jefferson to  the  M a­
lays and H o tten to ts , then 
France w ill give them  a run 
fo r  th e ir  money along th a t 
path. The French E m pire , lik e  
others, can take a new and 
gentle r name and profess to 
have become an eleemosyn­
a ry  (cha rita b le ) in s titu tio n . 
R ather th is  than th a t m ora l­
iz in g  ‘Anglo-Saxons’ should 
h in t that. French colonies and 
bases should be looked a fte r  
by others than Frenchmen.”

(•)----------------------------------------------------------------------

Meat Profiteers 
Get Price Subsidy 
From Government

(Continued fro m  page 1)

satiable demands o f the price- 
gougers.

Instead o f th ro w in g  the c r im ­
ina l m eat pro fiteers in to  prison 
fo r  w ith ho ld ing  supplies and d iv ­
e rtin g  a m a jo r food necessity 
in to  the black m arke t to  force up 
prices, the governm ent gives 
them another fa t  subsidy ou t o f 
the public treasu ry .

Instead o f answ ering the m eat 
pro fiteers ’ v ic ious m eat “ fam in e ”  
th rea ts —  a lready h a lf  fu lf il le d  
—  w ith  governm ent seizure o f a ll 
m eat supplies and m eat packing 
fa c ilit ie s , Roosevelt ac tu a lly  con­
ceals th e ir  ro le  in  the meat 
shortages. M oreover he appeals 
to the people to  accept them  
w ith o u t p ro tes t and o ffe rs  a h y ­
po c ritica l ju s tific a tio n  fo r  the 
g re a te r pro fiteer-created food 
scarc ity  to  come.

B u t these la te s t governm ent 
concessions to the m eat packers 
has no t quieted th e ir  clam or. On 
the con tra ry , the y  re tu rned  to 
the a ttack  on price ceilings la s t 
week w ith  redoubled fu r y  before 
the Senate price con tro l hearings.

H U G E  P R O FITS
T h e  Senate committeemen 

wagged th e ir  heads in  open sym ­
pa thy and in te rjec ted  expressions 
o f approval as the m eat tru s t 
lobbyists sn iffe d  sco rn fu lly  a t the 
flu sh  subsidies handed them  by 
the governm ent. They lamented 
about how price  ce ilings are 
“ b a n k ru p tin g ”  them  and demand­
ed no th in g  less than  rem oval o f 
a ll p rice con tro l bars to  th e ir  
“ f a i r ” , p ro fits .

Here is w h a t these parasites, 
who th r iv e  on the  desperate 
needs o f the people, mean by 
“ fa ir  p ro fits .”  Between 1940 and 
1941 the e igh t la rge s t meat pack­
ing  firm s secured to ta l ne t p ro fits  
equa lling  80 percent o f th e ir  to ta l 
cap ita l investm ents!

Bold as brass, the ch ie f spokes­
man fo r  the N a tiona l Independ­
ent M ea t Packers’ Association 
confessed to  the Senate com m it­
tee th a t “ m any honest”  meat 
packers “ fe lt  the O PA regu la ­
tions were u n ju s t and un la w fu l 
and concluded th a t they would 
no t be bankrupted by  un la w fu l 
regu la tions.”

The w o rth y  Senators listened 
to th is  confession o f wholesale 
law -break ing by  r ic h  businessmen 
w ith o u t b lin k in g  an eye. N o t a 
peep was u tte red in  pro test, much 
less a ca ll fo r  in ves tig a tion  and 
punishm ent o f the offenders.

H ID E  RECORDS
F u rth e r, the m eat packers’ re ­

presenta tive renewed the th re a t 
o f a m eat fam ine  unless the meat 
packers had th e ir  w ay  on price 
ceilings. “ We believe the po licy  
o f O PA in  m a in ta in in g  present 
m axim um  price ce ilings is one o f 
the m ain causes o f m a ld is tr ib u ­
tion  o f m eat,”  he said. In  sho rt, 
the meat shortage w i l l  be rem e­
died ju s t as soon as the govern­
m ent pe rm its  the food pro fiteers 
un restric ted  prices!

One o f the m ost astounding 
facts presented to  the  hearings 
by the O PA was th a t, despite the 
“ bankrup tcy”  w a ils  o f the meat 
packers, they have pe rs is ten tly  
refused to le t OPA examine th e ir  
detailed financia l records.

D eputy O P A  ad m in is tra to r 
Brownlee disclosed th a t O PA o f ­
fic ia ls attem pted “ fo r  several 
years”  to ga in access to the pack­
ers’ books, b u t were refused. The 
meat packers’ spokesman ans­
wered th a t the OPA wanted f ig ­
ures “ as fa r  back as 1943”  bu t 
“ some companies have fe l t  th a t 
they should no t be called on to  
supply h is to rica l figu res.”  The 
governm ent, o f course, goes back 
"to the “ h is to r ica l”  figures o f 
January 1941 liv in g  costs to im ­
pose the  w age-freezing L it t le  
Steel Form ula.

The farce  o f these hearings 
equalled an y th in g  ever seen in  
the Senate. Instead o f cross ex­
am in ing  the meat pack ing  lob­
byists, the Senators subm itted  
OPA head Bowles to  a th ree-hour 
g r i l l in g  intended to b rin g  out an 
admission th a t the O PA was “ in ­
te r fe r in g ”  w ith  “ le g it im a te ”  p ro ­
fits.

H E C K L E D  B Y  S ENATO RS
Bowles, fo r  his p a rt, protested 

th a t the O PA wasn’t  in terested 
in how much p ro fits  were made 
and cited reams o f fac ts  and f ig ­
ures to  show how  much riche r 
the pro fiteers  have become pre­
cise ly du rin g  the period o f price 
“ contro ls.”

The Senators took de lig h t in 
heckling Bowles a ll over the  lo t. 
O n ly once did Senator W agner, 
o f New Y ork , tou ted as the “ con­
sumers’ representa tive ,”  p la in t iv ­
ely in te rje c t, “ we’ve go t to th in k  
o f the consumers, too.”  A f te r  
th is  brave sa lly , he was silent.

The Senate com m ittee ended 
the hearings and re tire d  to secret 
session. There they are expected 
to m ourn the sad pligh t, o f the 
p ro fit-gorged m eat packers and 
figu re  out. some new ways to  help 
them reach deeper in to  the  wage- 
earners’ pockets.

By V. Grey
P ile - it-h ig h  P atterson, th a t unappreciated genius o f production, 

was over by the spot w e lde r ta lk in g  to  M a rjo rie , and as usual, 
p ilin g  i t  h igh .

“ I ’m ta k in g  o f f  a l i t t le  e a rly  today, M arge”  said he. F ro m  the  
tone o f his voice you ’d have th o u g h t the  whole shop w ould go down 
i f  P ile - it-h ig h  d idn ’t  g ive i t  every m om ent o f his a tten tion .

“ R e a lly? ”  M a rjo r ie  asked, t ry in g  to  be po lite . She hadn’t  been 
around too long. B u t she knew enough to  duck when P atterson 
started  s ling ing  the bu ll. S till,  i t  gave her a l i t t le  excuse to  dog the 
job a few  m inutes, le tt in g  h im  ta lk  to  her.

“ Yes, I  have a g o lf  engagem ent th is  a fte rnoon . I  suppose you 
noticed m y g o lf  clubs in the tim e  o ffice .”

O f course she noticed. Everybody in  the  shop had noticed. 
P ile - it-h ig h  had p u t them  r ig h t  where you couldn’t  help b u t no tice 
them  w hen you ra n g  in  on a job. A nd  we were a ll m ak ing  w ise­
cracks about them . “ F ir s t  sign o f s p r in g ”  and a ll th a t. B u t M arge 
wanted to  s tr in g  h im  a long some— so she le t on she d idn ’t  happen 
to see them.

A n y  o rd in a ry  guy w ou ldn ’t  have kep t t ry in g  to  im press a g ir l  
when she d idn ’t  w a n t to  be impressed. B u t P ile - it-h ig h  was no t 
o rd ina ry . He was made o f d iffe re n t s tu ff.

“ I  bet you can’t  guess who I  have the  g o lf  engagement w ith  
M arge.”

“ W ith  R ita  H a yw o rth  and Donald Duck, h u h ? ”
“ Ha, ha, ha,”  he laughed a l i t t le  w eakly. “ A s a m a tte r o f 

fa c t— ”  he cleared his th ro a t, and rustled  his sheaf o f im p o rta n t 
papers— “ I'm  go ing ou t w ith  the Superin tendent to  the P ark  C rest 
Club.”

M a rjo rie  d idn ’t  f a l l  in to  a fa in t  a t th is  e x c itin g  news. So P ile - 
it-h ig h  added his b iggest bombshell. “ I ’m  go ing to  g ive h is daughte r 
a l i t t le  g o lf  lesson.”

“ No k id d in g ? ”  said M arge w ith o u t enthusiasm .
“ Oh yes, you see I ’ve been a t i t  qu ite  a w h ile . Had a chance 

to  be a professional a t the H appy V a lle y  when the w a r came. 
B u t I-a h - fe lt  m y career was here.”

“ Say, how old is th is  daughte r o f o ld  sourpuss?”  M arge asked 
suddenly.

P a tte rson ’s face go t red and he tr ie d  to  be a l i t t le  nonchalant 
when he said, “ Oh I  don’t  know. A b o u t tw e n ty .”

MAKING A PLAY FOR THE BOSSES’ DAUGHTER
“ Teaching her g o lf, huh? G iv in g  a ll the  g ir ls  around here the 

b ru s h -o ff w h ile  you make a p la y  fo r  one bosses’ daughte r.”  (P ile - 
it -h ig h  figures he’s qu ite  a ladies’ man, and M arge was rub b ing  i t  
in .) “ Y ou ’re no t go ing  to  go and m a rry  the  g ir l  are y o u ? ”

Patterson laughed his smooth, self-conscious laugh, and pu lled 
in  his pot be lly  a l i t t le .  “ Oh, no. O f course i t ’s no th ing  lik e  th a t,”  
he said w ith  a so rt o f pooh-pooh in  h is voice. A f te r  a ll, he was 
on ly  t r y in g  to  g ive the g ir ls  in  the shop an in s ig h t in to  his tru e  
charm . He didn ’ t  w an t to  g ive them  the im pression he wras go ing 
to be taken ou t o f c ircu la tio n  fo r  good.

“ Seriously, though , M arge, i t  isn ’t  a la ug h in g  m a tte r. Y ou 
know T a y lo r C. W ilk in s  h im se lf g o t to  be vice-president th a t  way. 
He m arried  the pres ident’s daughter. Y ou ’d be surprised a t the  
num ber o f  the  b ig  executives who go t th e ir  s ta r t  th a t  w ay. A nd  
even i f  they don’t  ge t a b ig  position, i t ’s a life - tim e  job, you know .”  
There was rea l awe in  his voice.

“ Is th a t  s o !”  M arge exclaim ed. “ W e ll say I  b e tte r fin ish  spo tting  
these brackets.”  A nd  shd Said to  he rse lf, “ Can you im agine th a t?  
T h a t l i t t le  fo u r- f lu s h in g  pipsqueak th in k s  lie 's go ing  to  m a rry  
M iss M illionbucks and be a b ig  tim e  fo u r- flu s h e r fo r  the  re s t o f h is 
life . W ell, i t  takes a ll k inds o f people to  make a w o rld , I  guess.”  

B u t P ile - it-h ig h  is a pa the tic  s o rt o f fo u r-flu s h e r, though. 
R unn ing around sh in ing  the  shoes o f  the  h igher-ups lik e  he does, 
a lw ays keeping his eye on th e  m ain chance.

He doesn’t  rea lize he lacks sophistication , poise, polish^ “ educa­
t io n ”  to  m a rry  M iss M illionbucks. H e hasn’t  guzzled enough cockta ils 
o r  seen enough dog-races to  make the  grade, poor fe llow .

I t  is  done sometimes, you know. R icher g ir ls  do occasionally 
m a rry  up-and-com ing young executives lik e  P ile - it-h ig h . Yes, i f  
you’re a smooth, sm art young fe llow , who’s been to  the “ r ig h t ”  
college and knows the “ r ig h t ”  people, maybe you can m a rry  a 
bosses' daughter and be set fo r  li fe  as a b ig -tim e  “ Yes-M an.”  Q uite  
a fu tu re  before you under the c a p ita lis t system.

B u t w h a t a fu tu re  . . . fo r  a M A N !

Ford Local Anti-Stalinist 
Militants Gain In Strength

(C ontinued fro m  page 1)

necessity. They prop up the W LB  
a t a tim e  when the W’L B  has 
am p ly  dem onstrated th a t i t  is an 
agency o f the  em p loying classes 
designed so le ly to  keep labo r be­
h ind the e ig h t-b a ll w h ile  the  em­
ployers are reap ing  colossal 
p ro fits  fro m  an alleged w a r 
aga inst fascism .”

He concluded w ith  the  d ram atic  
announcement: “ I  w i l l  no longer 
go along w ith  these people who 
ca ll themselves progressives bu t 
who are ac tu a lly  the w o rs t reac­
tiona ries  in the labo r movement 
today.”

M IL IT A N T  PRO G RAM
Jones is run n ing  fo r  the u n it 

presidency on a 10-point program , 
inc lud ing  revocation o f the No- 
S trike  Pledge, rem oval o f a ll 
labor members from  the W LB, 
and fo rm a tio n  o f an Independent 
Labor P a rty . H is  cam paign is 
being conducted by the new ly- 
organized Press Steel Rank and 
F ile  Com m ittee. For the  firs t 
tim e, the pow erfu l S ta lin is t m a­
chine in  the g re a t Press Steel 
U n it  is being challenged by an 
organized, m il ita n t opposition.

The Local 600 S ta lin is t leader­
ship is be ing opposed fo r  posts 
by a R euthe rite  slate led by Joe 
M cCusker, a m ember o f the Tool 
and D ie U n it  and a vice-president 
o f the M ich igan  CIO Council. 
Reuther is the  U A W  vice-pres i­
dent who plays “ m il ita n t”  w h ile  
a lw ays go ing  along w ith  the rest 
o f the top  leadership on a ll basic 
issues, such as the no -s trike  
po licy , etc.

M cCusker’s program , d iffe r in g  
in  no essential fro m  th a t o f 
G ran t, present Local 600 p res i­
dent and notorious S ta lin is t 
stooge, is in  v ir tu a l agreem ent 
w ith  the  S ta lin is ts  on a ll key

issues. H is sole apparen t reason 
fo r  en te ring  the race is  to  re ­
place the S ta lin is ts  w ith  “ deserv­
in g ”  R eutherites. T h is  sla te s u f­
fe rs, m oreover, fro m  the  lack o f 
any record o f m il ita n t  action  on 
beha lf o f the 20,000 N egro w o rk ­
ers a t  the  F o rd  Rouge p lan t. I t  
¡6 ru n n in g  no N egro fo r  office 
and is p u tt in g  fo rw a rd  as a vice- 
pres identia l candidate a notorious 
red -ba ite r.

T h is  lack o f a general slate 
w ith  a genuine f ig h t in g  p rogram  
in princ ip led  opposition to  the  
ta lin is ts  weakens the  a n ti-S ta lin - 

is t forces.
L a r ry  Y ost, P resident o f the 

A irc ra ft  U n it  o f Local 600 and 
N a tiona l C ha irm an o f the Rank 
and F ile  Com m ittee w h ich  has led 
the f ig h t in  the U A W  aga ins t the  
N o-S trike  pledge, refused to  run  
fo r  re-e lection on the  M cCusker 
slate because o f  its  fa ilu re  to  p u t 
fo rth  a m il ita n t  p rogram . He has 
announced he is n o t a candidate 
and w i l l  instead devote h im se lf to 
o rgan iza tion  o f the  m il ita n t  Rank 
and F ile  Caucus th rou gh ou t the 
Rouge p lan t.

One o f the m ost b it te r  cam­
paigns is being waged in  the  
Production Foundry , composed a l­
most e n tire ly  o f Negroes, where 
Horace Sheffie ld, a fo rm e r In te r ­
national Representative, is  op­
posing the incum bent, E dw ard 
Hester, fo r  the u n it  presidency.

Sheffield, one o f the m ost m il i­
ta n t and capable N egro  leaders 
in Ford local, is run n ing  on a p ro ­
gram s im ila r to  th a t o f Jones in  
Press Steel U n it.  Despite an un ­
precedented slander cam paign 
against, him  by the S ta lin is ts , 
th e ir  fin k  ac tiv itie s  have d is­
credited them  w ith  so m any 
N egro  m ilita n ts  th a t Sheffie ld 
stands a good chance o f w inn ing  

1 the election.
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Powell, the Political Contortionist
The feeble capacity of those political leaders who attempt 

to straddle the fence of reality by calling for racial equality and, 
at the same time, giving fu ll support to the very system of capC 
talism which makes Negro oppression profitable is further exem­
plified by the antics of Harlem’s fair-haired faker Congressman 
Adam Clayton Powell, Jr.

T h is  fo rm e rly  outspoken cham-i> 
p ion o f Negro r ig h ts  whom  the 
vo te rs  o f H arlem  sent to  Con-
gress w ith  confidence in  his in ­
te g r ity ,  is now p lay in g  the role 
o f a s lick  be trayer o f the Negro 
masses. In  his co rru p t a ttem p t to 
make fu r th e r  personal, opportun­
is t ic  gains he is w h itew ash ing the 
ro le  o f Am erican im peria lism  
and its  present p o lit ic a l agent, 
the Roosevelt adm in is tra tion .

In  a recent debate on the slave 
labo r b i l l Powell was so anxious 
to  honey up to  the Roosevelt ad­
m in is tra tio n  th a t he, the osten­
sible Negro spokesman, spoke 
aga inst the incorpora tion  in to  
th a t reac tiona ry  measure o f 
a non-d iscrim ination  amendment.
Here is his excuse: “ I  opposed i t  
because there was an order by 
ou r Com m ander-in-Chief, Execu­
tiv e  O rder No. 8802, w h ich  as­
sured th a t in  w a r industries 
there  would be no d iscrim ina­
tio n .”  He cla im s th a t he is op­
posed to  “ too much p ro tec tion ”  _
aga inst an ti-N egro ism  —  as i f  ! ' ty ,  no r hold the same jobs as a 
such could be possible in present- 
day A m erica ! Such is the flim s y

aga inst the “ commpn people”  —  
whoever they are. I f ,  by us ing 
the scath ing te rm  “ common peo­
ple,”  the Congressman means the 
w o rk ing  class —  (and i f  so, w hy 
is he a fra id  to say so?) —  then 
we agree th a t they peed advance­
m ent even to  the  position  o f ab­
solute ru le  in  o rder to  displace 
the present hand fu l o f e xp lo it­
ers. In  fac t, we are always te l l­
in g  the Negro people th a t on ly 
by m il ita n t  s tru g g le  alongside the 
w h ite  w orkers w i l l  they success­
fu l ly  a tta in  equal c itizensh ip 
r ig h ts .

O nly the s im p lest foo l o r the 
m ost deceptive lia r , however, w il l 
today contend th a t there is no 
fu r th e r  need to  s trugg le  fo r  N e­
gro equa lity  as such. The most 
naive country bum pkin knows 
th a t th roughou t thp grea te r pa rt 
o f A m erica a black man can 
ne ither go the same places, en­
gage in the same po litica l activ-

Why Miners Should Get A “Royalty”

excuse offe red by th is  fa k e r fo r  
lin in g  up w ith  Rankin, the N e­
groes’ m ost open and outspoken 
enemy.

F A L S E  C L A IM
Powell fu r th e r  stated in  the 

House o f Representatives on 
M arch 6 th a t O rder 8802 (F E P C ), 
“ has been obeyed (now  w atch the 
w o rd in g ) more or less in  increas­
in g  numbers in  our w a r p lan ts .”  
B y such weasel-worded phraseo­
logy he tr ies  to  substantia te  the 
lie  th a t the FEPC has b rough t 
Negroes equa lity  in  h ir in g  and in 
upgrad ing  in  in du s try . A  claim  
as obviously false as th is  one 
needs no reb u tta l as fa r  as Negro 
fa c to ry  w orkers are concerned.

The fa c t th a t th is  p o lit ic a l con­
to r t io n is t  is no longer in terested 
in  lib e ra tin g  the N egro  masses 
b u t on ly in advancing his own 
prestige  among the ru lin g  class 
is fu r th e r  borne out by the type 
o f “ f ig h t”  he is advocating in  his 
pub lic  speeches.

The M arch 17 issue o f his own 
paper, People’s Voice ( r ig h t  un ­
der the corner you can c lip  out 
a coupon and send fo r  a p in-up 
p ic tu re ) carries a re p o rt o f his 
recent address in  D e tro it where 
he condemned Negro “ na tiona l­
ism .”  “ The N a tiona l Association 
fo r  the Advancem ent o f Colored 
People,”  said Powell, “ should 
now change its  name to the N a­
tio n a l Association fo r  the A d ­
vancem ent o f Common People.”

We c e rta in ly  have no th ing

w h ite  man.

D O U B L Y  OPPRESSED
We cannot ignore the  fa c t th a t 

the N egro is doubly oppressed —  
as a w o rke r and as a N egro —  
and the re fo re  he m ust p u t up a 
special s tru g g le  fo r  basic dem­
ocra tic r ig h ts  w h ich is no t neces­
sary fo r  the w h ite  w orker. Down 
w ith  the governm ent and c iv ilia n  
J im  Crow th a t u n ju s tly  con­
demns us to  second-class c itizen ­
ship!

One thousand Seabees are fo rc ­
ed to  go on a hunger s tr ike  to 
ca ll a tten tion  to  the ro tte n  d is­
c rim ina tio n  in upgrad ing  p rac tic ­
ed against them. A nd Powell 
says: F o rge t th a t ypu are a Ne­
g ro ! F our colored g ir ls  are sen­
tenced to a year a t hard labor 
by an A rm y  c o u rt-m a rtia l fo ;; 
hav ing  gu ts enough to  refuse to 
pe rfo rm  the d ir ty  w o rk  a t F o r t  
Devens, Mass, which was no t re ­
qu ired o f  the  w h ite  W ACS. And 
Powell says: F o rg e t th a t you 
are a N egro ! He who says to 
the black people “ F o rge t th a t you 
are a N egro ,”  has already fo rg o t­
ten th a t he is th e ir  elected 
spokesman.

Instead o f d ilu t in g  o r disband­
in g  the N A A C P , M r. Powell, we 
need to  bu ild  i t  b igger and 
stronger. We also need to  tra n s ­
fe r its  s tra teg y  in to  the stream  
o f m ilita n t mass action along 
w ith  the progressive labo r move­
m ent so th a t we can force the 
B ig  Business governm ent to  
g ra n t our dem ocratic demands.

Pioneer Paragraphs
FOOD SHORTAGE MADE WORSE
BY RUTHLESS PROFITEERING

The food shortage, we are to ld  
by  the cap ita lis ts , th e ir  newspa­
pers and th e ir  po litic ians, is 
caused by the w ar. T h is  is true  
—  to  a certa in  extent. B u t i t  is 
n o t the whole tru th , and a p a rt 
t ru th  is the w o rs t k ind  o f lie.

The tru th  is th a t the shortage 
o f food available fo r  w orkers  is 
being de libera te ly  mad? worse by 
ce rta in  cap ita lis ts  in  order to  ge t 
ex tra  p ro fits .

P ro fits , no t the needs o f the 
masses, determ ine the allocation 
o f food. The food cap ita lis ts  sell 
the food a t the h i g h e s t  
prices they can get. The w ealthy 
can pay h igher prices than the 
w orkers, thus get the food they 
need. O nly w ha t is le ft ,  i f  any, 
reaches the workers.
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The present system o f price 
ceilings w orks to cu t the supply 
o f food ava ilab le  to  the w o rke rs , 
to  assure the w e a lth y  p len ty  o f 
food, and to  enrich the food m an­
u factu re rs , wholesalers, and re ­
ta ile rs .

Price ceilings were set on near­
ly  a ll foods, as w e ll as other 
item s, on M ay 15 and Oct. 5, 1942. 
Each store has its  own ce iling  on 
every item  sold. The ceilings are 
d iffe re n t fo r  d iffe re n t stores.

G enerally the stores in  the sec­
tions o f tow n where the rich  live  
charged h ighe r prices d u rin g  the 
base periods than were charged 
in the stores which sell to  w ork  
ers. The m anufactu re r and whole­
saler can make m ore p ro fits  by 
se lling  to  the h ighe r price stores 
than by se lling to stores p a tro n ­
ized by w orkers. There fore, the 
stores in the w e a lth ie r sections 
and the luxu rious  ea ting  places 
ge t as much food as the y  need 
w ith  on ly  the leavings to  tr ic k le  
down to the workers.

This is tru e  fro m  one corner 
o f the coun try  to  the other. In  
San Francisco, the conservative 
Butchers’ U n ion o f the three 
W est Coast states m et on Jan. 10, 
1943, to  discuss the acute meat 
s itua tion . A t  th is  m eeting the 
delegate fro m  Southern C a lifo r­
n ia  “ accused these packers 
(S w ift ,  Cudahy, A rm o u r and W il­
son, the la rges t m eat packers in 
the na tion ) o f ig n o rin g  re ta il 
butchers and se lling  th e ir  produce 
to the hotels and restau ran ts  who 
are w ill in g  to  buy m eat a t any 
price.”  (San Francisco Chronicle, 
Jan. 11, 1943).

(F rom  “ Y ou r S tandard o f l iv ­
ing  —  W h a t’s Happening to  I t ” ) 
by C. Charles, pp. 18-19. Pioneer 
Publishers, 1943, 32 pp., 5 cents. 
O rder from  Pioneer Publishers, 
116 U n iv e rs ity  Place, New Y o rk  
3, N . Y .) .

By Larissa Reed
The demand of the United 

Mine Workers Union for 10 
cents on every ton of coal to be 
set aside for a Union Welfare 
Fund deserves fu ll support. 
However, it js misleading to call 
this fund a “ royalty” . The 
term “ royalty,”  as its name in­
dicates, was originally used to 
designate the tribute demanded 
by kings.

In  m ore recent tim es the word 
is used to  designate the  per­
centage o f p ro fits  o r “ ro y a lty ”  
guaranteed to the au tho r o f a 
book o r the owner o f a new in ­
vention. In  general “ ro y a lty ”  
means a share o f the  p ro fits  fo r  
the owner o f a p ro pe rty , process 
o r product. F o r example, the 
ow ner o f a m ine who leases i t  to 
others fo r  opera tion can exact a 
share o f  the p ro fits  as “ ro y a lty .”  

B u t the m ine w o rke r does not 
own an y th in g  except his own 
labo r power— tw o  s trong  arm s 
and a s tu rdy  back th a t can stand 
up under the g r in d in g  to i l  in  the 
m ine p its. U n like  the id le and 
rapacious bosses whose on ly w o rk  
is to  rake in  th e ir  p ro fits , ren ts, 
roya ltie s  and o ther tr ib u te , the  
m iners are wage-slaves. L ike  a ll 
w orkers, they  are compelled to 
engage in  the b itte re s t s trugg le , 
no t on ly to  ga in  a decent l i fe  fo r  
themselves and th e ir  fam ilies , bu t 
also to  p ro tec t th e ir  lives .and 
lim b s  fro m  the destructive  greed 
o f the m ine operators.

F o r over h a lf a cen tu ry  the 
m iners have fo u g h t to  im prove 
th e ir  wages and conditions of 
>vork. Now, among o ther th ings, 
they are dem anding th e ir  own 
Union W e lfa re  Fund. Th is can 
easily be provided by the opera­
tors, who have grabbed up the 
hugest p ro fits  jn  h is to ry  du ring  
th is  w ar.

The m ine w o rke r w ants to 
p ro tec t his w ife  and children 
aga inst the  ever-present tragedy 
o f sudden death in  a mine 
disaster. W ho w il l  then take care 
o f his w idow  and orphans? Cer­
ta in ly  no t the operators. T 9 them 
a dead m in e r is no th in g  b u t a 
w o rn -ou t p ro fit-m a k in g  machine. 
The proposed Union W elfa re  
Fund w i l l  p reven t his grieved and 
destitu te  fa m ily  fro m  being 
th row n  ou t on the  streets.

T he  m ine w o rke r o ften  gets 
sick from  overw ork and the m any 
diseases th a t lu rk  in the un­
hea lthy  p its . L u n g  diseases are 
common and requ ire  a le ng th y  
cure. Thousands o f m iners are 
m aimed and cripp led every year ; . 
some o f them  are perm anently  
disabled. W ith  th e ir  wages cu t 
o ff,  who w i l l  provide food and 
m edical care? W ho w i l l  see th a t 
his fa m ily  does no t s u ffe r  cold, 
hunger and distress? C erta in ly  
no t the minle owners, fo r  an in ­
capacitated m in e r can no longer 
tu rn  o u t p ro fits . The U n ion W e l­
fa re  Fund w il l  not on ly g ive the 
m iners a t least a measure o f 
secu rity  now bu t w i l l  g ive h im  aid 
in  the  days o f unem ploym ent 
ahead.

T he  m iners are n o t demanding 
som eth ing fo r  no th ing . O nly the 
bosses demand and ge t som ething 
fo r  no th ing . They get m illio n s  o f 
do lla rs w o rth  o f p ro fits  every 
year, w ru n g  ou t o f the sw eat and 
blood o f the mine w orkers. The 
m iners have every r ig h t  to  p ro tect 
themselves and to  ¡make sure th a t 
th e ir  fa m ilie s  are protected in  
case o f illness, d isaster o r death.

Ih  re a lity  th is  demand o f the 
m iner» is  fa r  too modest and in ­
adequate to  meet the needs o f h a lf 
a m illio n  underpaid and over­
worked men w ith  fam ilies  to  care 
fo r. The demand fo r  th e ir  own 
W elfa re  Fund is good. B u t the 
m iners w i l l  never ga in rea l 
secu rity  u n t il they have th row n 
the pa ras itic  m ine owners o f f  
the ir hacks once and fo r  a ll. They 
can achieve th is  on ly by p u ttin g  
an end to  p riva te  ownership and 
p ro fitee ring  th rough  the na tiona l­
iza tion  o f the m ines and th e ir  
opera tion under w orkers ’ contro l.

D iary of a 
STEEL WORKER

________________ Theodore K o va le sky ---------------------------------------

“ Give tvorkers an annual wage and they’ll never dó an honest day’s work.”

Bosses' Reconversion Plans 
Are Cutbacks,Unemployment

By R. Bell
Predictions of an early termi­

nation of the war in Europe are 
again pushing to the fore the 
problem of reconversion to civ­
ilian production. This problem 
concerns the welfare of millions 
of workers now directly or in­
directly engaged in war produc­
tion. They remember the flu rry  
of cutbacks and plant shut­
downs last summer following 
the forecasts made by high 
ranking m ilitary officials of the 
impending collapse of Ger­
many.

W orkers  were discharged by the 
thousands. They were th row n  onto 
the streets w ith  no prov is ion  made 
fo r  th e ir  w e lfa re  o r security . The 
ou ts tand ing  inc iden t o f th a t 
period was the sudden shutdown 
o f the  B rew ste r A ir c ra f t  p la n t 
w h ich became a na tiona l issue by 
v ir tu e  o f the m il ita n t  dem onstra­
t io n  ‘ ' staged by  the B rew ste r 
workers.

U nder pressure o f the w orkers,

alarm ed a t  the prospect o f mass 
unem ploym ent, the Congress was 
a t th a t tim e  h a s tily  summoned 
from  its  sum m er vacation to  enact 
“ dem ob iliza tion”  and “ reconver­
sion”  leg is la tion . A  b il l was 
adopted covering the  te rm in a tio n  
o f w i r  contracts. I t  provided 
generous cash paym ents to w a r 
contractors. A no ther measure 
greased the w ay fo r  the disposal 
o f  b illio n s -w o rth  o f governm ent- 
owned land, productive  equipm ent 
and p la n t capacity  to  B ig  B usi­
ness. The hum an side o f recon­
version was disposed o f by the 
George “ states r ig h ts ”  b i ll w h ich 
provided unem ploym ent compen­
sation (as low  as $2 a week in 
some states) fo r  w orkers  “ disem ­
ployed”  by w a r production cu t­
backs.

These measures cons titu te  the 
' ‘reconversion”  p rogram  o f the 
Roosevelt ad m in is tra tio n  as em­
bodied in leg is la tive  fo rm . W ith  
these “ re l ie f”  measures enacted, 
the brass hats clamped down on 
a ll fu r th e r  reconversion “ p lan ­
n in g .”  As p a r t  o f th e ir  "p sy ­
chological w a rfa re ”  they broad-

Cosl-Plus. Magic
Congressman W  o o d r  u f f ,  

quoting  figures supplied by the 
U. S. C om ptro lle r General, dis­
closed th a t the  sh ipbu ild ing  
cap ita lis t, H enry  Kaiser, had 
rea lized a p ro fit  “ a fte r  rene­
go tia tio n ”  o f $27,274,487.24 ow 
an o r ig in a l investm ent o f 
$100,000. These figures cov­
ered on ly  tw o  o f the K aiser 
shipyards.

-rir----------- :---------------------------------------
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cast reports  th a t the re  would be 
l i t t le  o r no change in  production 
and em ploym ent a f te r  the defeat 
o f Germ any. They de libera te ly  set 
ou t to  d isarm  the w orkers by 
d is to rtin g  and suppressing o ffic ia l 
figures o f the extent which c u t ­
backs w i l l  reduce em ploym ent in 
the  “ reconversion”  period.

In  a speech made la s t Decem­
ber, Leo Cheme, executive secre­
ta ry  o f the Research In s titu te  o f 
A m erica, declared th a t one o f the 
m ost “ ta n ta liz in g ”  problem s o f 
the year, “ is the de term ination  o f 
the  extent o f post V -E  day c u t­
backs.”  E stim ates have ranged as 
h igh  as 75 percent, he said. The 
W a r P roduction Board, he added, 
began w ith  a “ cautious”  estim ate 
o f 32 percent in  A ugust, raised i t  
to  40 in  September, and f in a lly  to 
50 percent in November.

“ Tow ard the end o f Novem ber 
a s trange reversal in  estim ates 
took place. They w ent from  50 
percent down to 32 percent, Then 
high A rm y  procurem ent o ffic ia ls  
un o ffic ia lly  le t i t  be known th a t 
the cutback would be less than 25 
percent, and a lew  days la te r a 
15 percent figu re  made its  ap­
pearance.”  On the basis o f a con-
serva tive  estim ate, Cherne ad ­
vised his business audience, the 
“ w isest”  po licy would be to  bank 
on the 35 to  45 percent estim ate.

The magazine Business W eek 
openly scoffs a t the  figu re - 
ju g g lin g  o f the  brass hats. “ The 
A rm y  and N avy, a fte r  ca re fu lly  
nu rs ip g  the phony the o ry  th a t 
one w a r w i l l  be as b ig  as two, 
won’t  backtrack r ig h t  aw ay,”  i t  
cyn ica lly  observes. The m agazine 
conclud&s th a t “ cutbacks w il l  
reach o r exceed 35%  inside a year 
a fte r  v ic to ry  in  Europe.”

These advisers o f corpora tion 
executives and business men 
aren ’t  fooled by  the  propaganda 
o f the brass hats. B ig  Business is 
p repa ring  fo r  “ reconversion”  on 
the basis o f re a lis tic  estim ates 
and inside in fo rm a tio n  received 
from  th e ir  agents who occupy key 
positions in  a l l governm ent 
procurem ent and p lan n in g  agen­
cies.

D E C E IV E  W O R KERS
I t  is on ly  the  la b o rin g  masses 

who a re  be ing lu lle d  in to  a false 
sense o f secu rity  by  the doctored 
s ta tis tics  o f the a d m in is tra tion  
spokesmen. The corpora tions are 
protected aga inst losses incurred 
by  s h u ttin g  down fo r  recon­
version. The ta x  law s guarantee 
th e ir  p ro fits  even i f  they fa i l  to 
produce a single com m odity. The 
leg is la tion  on con trac t te rm in a ­
tion s  and surp lus disposal safe­
guards th e ir  p ro p e rty  in terests. 
They a re  well-cushioned against 
the “ ‘shock o f reconversion.”

The workers, on the o ther hand, 
have no th ing  to  fend o f f  these 
shocks b u t Roosevelt’s vague and 
unrea lizab le prom ise o f 60 m illio n  
jobs some tim e  in the inde fin ite  
fu tu re . And to tide  them  over the 
“ reconversion”  period, they w ill 
have on ly meager unem ploym ent 
doles as low  as $2 a week in  some 
states.

The o th e r day when I  happened to  be uptow n, I  saw a woman. 
She was obviously a r ic h  woman, because she was ve ry  expensively 
dressed and was being helped ou t o f a la rge , sh iny  lim ousine. She 
was a f ra g ile  woman, lis tless in  her m anner, and her face held, 
under a ll its  gloss, an expression o f extrem e boredom.

Then, yesterday on m y way to  w ork, I  saw another woman, 
and I  remember her also. I  do no t know w h a t her n a tio n a lity  could 
have been. She was a gaun t woman, sw a rth y  o f skin , w ith  fierce 
black eyes lik e  an eagle’s eyes and a hooked nose lik e  an eagle’s beak.

T h is  woman had fe lt  s u ffe r in g  
and hardships. A s she sat su llen ly  
in  the  seat o f the lu rch in g  bus, you 
could see the m arks th a t pove rty  
and pain had le f t  upon her lean 
face. You could see the m ark  o f to il 
upon her lean body, so like  the  body 
o f a roam ing , hunger-ridden w o lf, 
gaun t and taut-m uscled, spare w ith  
the  w in te r ’s hunger.

I  have said th a t he r eye was 
fierce, th a t he r body was th a t o f a 
fierce and h u n g ry  beast. B u t in  her 
arm s she carried a l i t t le  bundle o f 
s o ft c lo th  and sw a rthy , tender 
flesh. A nd  when her eye tu rned  
tow ard  her ch ild , i t  lo s t its  anger, 
became la rge  and s o ft, the  eye o f 
a m other.

The bus groaned and swayed over the  rough  roads, past'docks 
and warehouses th a t thickened the a i r  w ith  th e ir  odors. The wom an’s 
da rk  eyes aga in  stared ou t m orosely a t a w o rld  th a t had been 
hostile  to her and would be so to  the  l i t t le  bundle o f dusky flesh  in  
he r arm s. A n o ld  w o rke r sat next to her, a newspaper-wrapped lunch 
on his lap and a sh iny  b lack workcap on his head. F rom  tim e  to 
tim e  his eyes strayed to  the  sleeping baby a t his side, and an a lm ost 
im perceptib le  sm ile hovered over the  com ers o f b is m outh.

Then suddenly a w a il rose fro m  the bundle. B lack eyes were 
opened now, and a toothless l i t t le  m outh gaped wide, pe tu la n t and 
im p lo ring . The woman turned from  the w indow, her face in s ta n tly  
tender and solic itous. A brow n and sinewy hand ge n tly  smoothed 
the coverlet, stroked the sw a rth y  l i t t le  forehead, ridged w ith  com­
p la in ing  w rink les. The in fa n t howled more loud ly, its  cries f i l l in g  
the bus.

C a lm ly, w ith  no tho ugh t o f fa lse  modesty, the woman fum bled 
a m om ent w ith  her c lo th ing , bared a lean breast, and fed her ch ild . 
The old w o rke r a t h e r side tu rned  his head, embarassed and uncom­
fo rtab le . A  k id  nearby g rinned lew d ly , and a young g i r l  w ith  
heav ily  rouged lips  and a sm all go ld  cross hang ing  abou t her neck 
sn iffe d  w ith  shocked distaste. B u t o f a l l th is  the  wom an saw 
no th ing . S m ilipg , soft-eyed she looked s tra ig h t before her, e x u lt in g  
in the  f lo w  o f life  fro m  her to  her l i t t le  one.

“ Such People W ill One Day Rule This World”
The baby turned its  head fr.om jts  m o the r’s breast, a th in  line  

o f  w h ite  m ilk  ru n n in g  fro m  its  m ou th  to  its  chin. The wom an 
tenderly  w iped the da rk  l i t t le  face, and th e  baby w en t back to  sleep.'

S it t in g  the re  in  the  bus, I  th o u g h t o f th a t o ther woman I  had 
seen the day before, jaded, bored w ith  life , weak, and a ltoge the r 
foo lish , a crea tu re  w ith  no reason fo r  existence. A nd m y m ind 
contrasted her W ith th is  woman who sa t tw o  seats ahead o f me 
r id in g  ou t to  her home in  the  steel m il l  d is tr ic t.

A nd I  though t, th is  is the k ind  o f woman you find in  the  w o rk ­
in g  class. T h is  s treng th , th is  hardness, th is  in tra c t ib i l ity  tow a rd  
a ll th in gs  hostile , th is  fierceness tow a rd  a ll enemies and th is  
tenderness tow ard  her Own, th is  is p a r t and parcel o f the  woman 
who has tasted to il and hardship, poverty  and tragedy. T h is  is  a 
woman to  g ive s treng th  to  her m an and c o m fo rt in  his s trugg les. 
Such people as these w il l  one day ru le  the w orld .

10 Years Ago 
In The M ilitant

MARCH 30, 1935
N E W  Y O R K — W a rn in g  A m erican  w orkers  o f im pend ing w a r as 

im p e ria lis t r iv a lr ie s  sharpened, The M il ita n t  declared in  a f r o n t ­
page e d ito r ia l th a t “ The im p e ria lis t n ite rs  . . . are p lun g in g  
headlong in to  a  new w o rld  w a r, d ra g g in g  th e  masses o f the 
w o rk in g  people a long w ith  them  as cannon fodder.

“ H o w  i t  w i l l  s ta r t  is re a lly  a m a tte r o f l i t t le  moment. . . 
The fa c t th a t H it le r  asks re -a rm am ent r ig h ts  in  the name o f 
a ‘H o ly  W a r’ aga inst Bolshevism  . . . th a t he re a lly  w ants to 
begin G erm any’s im p e ria lis t re-expansiion by  e x te rm in a tin g  
the W orkers ’ S tate— does no t mean th a t (th e  w a r) w ould end 
th a t way.

“ The con flic ts  in  the  camp o f the  im p e ria lis ts  make a w a r 
among themselves inevitab le . . . A m erican  im peria lism  has in ­
terests in  Europe and A sia  fa r  too v ita l to  its  p reservation and 
expansion fo r  i t  to  a llow  them  to  be a ffected w ith o u t A m erica ’s 
active and d ire c t in te rven tion .”

TO LE D O — Seething w ith  d iscontent under nea r-s ta rva tion  wages 
and widespread unem ploym ent, the Am erican w orkers  were en­
gaged in  copstant s tr ik e  actions. In  Toledo, five  s trikes  were 
in  progress. M ilk  d rive rs , Federa l Em ergency R e lie f W orkers, 
m eta l w orkers, and g roce ry  employes s im u ltaneous ly  fo u g h t 
fo r  b e tte r conditions.

F ir s t  to  be se ttled  was the  m ilk  d r ive rs ’ s tr ike , w ith  an 
agreem ent on M arch 25 p ro v id in g  wage-increases o f 14 to  24 
percent fo r  low er pa id men. Increases in  o th e r categories were 
to  be determ ined b y  fu r th e r  negotia tions.

T w i n  C i t i e s  
Forum

E V E R Y  S U N D A Y  
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Only the ‘world revo­
lution can s a v e  the 
USSR for socialism. But 
the w o r l d  revolution 
carries with it the ines­
capable blotting out of 
the Krem lin oligarchy.

—  Leon Trotsky

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. M ilitary training of workers, financed 

jy  the government, but imder control 
of the trade unions. Special officers’ 
training camps, financed by the gov­
ernment but controlled by the trade 
unions, to train workers to become 
officers.

2. Trade union wages for all workers 
drafted into the army.

3. Full equality fo r Negroes in the armed 
forces and the war industries— Down 
with Jim Crowism everywhere.

4. Confiscation of all war profits. Expro­
priation of all war industries and their 
operation under workers’ control.

5. A rising scale of wages to meet the 
rising cost of living.

6. Workers Defense Guards against vigil­
ante and fascist attacks.

7. An Independent Labor Party based on 
the Trade Unions.

8. A Workers’ and Farmers’ Govern­
ment.

9. The defense of the Soviet Union 
against imperialist attack.

Role O f Stalinism
W ith this issue of The M ilitan t we are replacing 

a citation from Leon Trotsky stressing the defense 
of the USSR against imperialist attack with an­
other emphasizing that only through the world 
revolution and (he overthrow of the Kremlin o li­
garchy by the workers can the Soviet Union be 
saved for socialism.

This change of citations flows from the changes 
which have occurred both in relationship of for­
ces on the m ilita ry arena and in the European 
situation. When the Soviet Union was invaded by 
H itler, we Trotskyists made paramount the task of 
safeguarding against imperialist assault the na­
tionalized property and planned economy—con­
quests of the October Revolution which constituted 
the foundations of the Soviet state. We never for 
a moment renounced our irreconcilable opposition 
to the Stalinist bureaucracy whose reactionary poli­
cies menaced and undermined these precious con­
quests'of the world working class. As soon as the 
external threat to the USSR was eliminated, we 
stated at that time, the revolutionary vanguard 
would be obliged to push to the fore the struggle 
fo r the revolutionary removal of the Stalinist 
ruling caste.

That is precisely the situation which prevails at 
this stage of the war. Instead of the Nazi armies 
beseiging Moscow, the Red Arm y now stands be­
fore Berlin. But although the attack of German 
imperialism has been beaten off, this purely m ili­
ta ry  victory by no means ensures the definitive 
salvation of the USSR, as the Kremlin would have 
the workers believe.

As Leon Trotsky explained time and again, the 
preservation of the conquests made by the world 
working class in the Soviet Union depend upon 
the extension of the anti-capitalist revolution be­
yond the boundaries of the present Soviet Union. 
Penned up within the USSR under the domination 
of the Stalinist bureaucracy these conquests are 
directly threatened with decay and destruction. 
The continued rule of the Kremlin oligarchy en­
tails direct encroachments upon the nationalized 
economy and thus facilitates the restoration of 
capitalist property forms.

While shielding and stimulating the tendencies 
toward capitalist restoration within the USSR, the

Kremlin is working hand in hand with the Anglo- 
American imperialists to strangle the European 
revolution and to drown it in blood. Red Army 
troops in non-Soviet territories (Rumania, Bul­
garia, Poland, East Prussia, and elsewhere) are to­
day being used as the police and guardians of 
capitalist property and capitalist rule.

Reviewing the Russian question in the light of 
this new situation, the November 1944 Convention 
of the Socialist Workers Party adopted the change 
in tactics indicated by the change in the citations. 
Whereas in the preceding period we correctly sub­
ordinated the struggle for the overthrow of the 
Stalinist regime to the needs of m ilita ry defense, 
it is now imperative to subordinate everything 
else to the defense of the advancing European 
revolution.

Genuine defense of the USSR today demands 
the overthrow of the profit system which breeds 
wars, insecurity and fascism. It requires implac­
able struggle against all the forces upholding cap­
italism, including Stalin’s Bonapartist gang.

Forced Labor Drive
The approaching, climax of the war in Europe 

has led Roosevelt and his brass hats to intensify 
their drive to enact a forced labor law. Under ad­
ministration pressure, an “ unexpected”  agreement 
was reached by a Congress conference committee 
considering labor draft legislation adopted by the 
1 louse and Senate. Preparations have been made 
to rush the measure through Congress before the 
m ilita ry collapse of Germany. Members of Con­
gress who had left on a scheduled Easter recess 
were called back to begin immediate consideration 
of the committee proposal.

Why are the forced labor advocates so insistent 
on pushing through a forced labor law now? The 
magazine, Business Week, discloses that; “ The 
main purpose for which the Army wants a na­
tional service law is to give it a firm  hold on work­
ers after Germany goes under.”  The m ilita ry 
agents of Big Business want this weapon to curb 
the resistance of the workers to the wage-slashing, 
union-busting “ reconversion”  plans of Wall Street. 
It is designed to prevent the workers from re­
gaining their independence of action, to break 
strikes, and to victimize militants.

The drive for additional measures of labor re­
pression to be applied AFTER Germany is de­
feated completely exposes the fraud of “ peace, se­
curity and jobs-for-all”  in the “ post-war” period. 
I f  capitalism could guarantee a decent standard 
of liv ing for the masses on the basis of “ peace­
time”  production, it would have no need of 
strengthening its machinery of repression. On the 
contrary, it  cannot maintain even the present low 
standard of liv ing but must drive it still lower. 
This end cannot be attained by “ peaceful”  or 
"voluntary”  methods.

Churchill's Speech
W ith victory over Germany almost in their 

grasp, Churchill and Roosevelt now feel free to 
drop their fine phrases about the “ Four Freedoms,”  
"the protection of small nations,”  “ the rights of 
the common man.”  They needed these deceitful 
promises in the early years of World War II to 
win the support of the masses for the imperialist 
war. Now, however, they must bare their fangs 
of reaction to the workers who let themselves hope 
that the end of the war in Europe would bring 
some slight return on all the lavish promises made 
by the Allied leaders in the “ Atlantic Charter” 
period.

Can the returning British soldiers expect fin ­
ancial help from a "grateful”  government in order 
to re-establish themselves in civilian life? Prime 
Minister Churchill answered this question in the 
negative at the annual conference of his Conserva­
tive Party held on March 15. " I t  would be very 
easy,”  he said, “ for us all to promise. presents, 
bonuses and gratuities in the most enthusiastic 
manner,”  but he went on to warn his fellow Con­
servatives against trying to win support “ by 
promising what we cannot perform.”

Do the members of the British Labor Party ex­
pect some social gains for the English workers in 
partial return for their bitter sacrifices during five 
and a half years of total warfare? England’s Prime 
Tory took care to disillusion them. “ A t the head 
of our mainmast, we fly  the flag of free enter­
prise,”  said this exponent of the capitalist system 
of wealth for the few and grinding poverty for 
the many.

Lashing out at "our Socialist friends”  and their 
“ program for nationalizing all the meins of pro­
duction, distribution and exchange,”  he delighted 
his Conservative Party colleagues with the asser­
tion that this would imply “ not only the destruc­
tion of life of the whole of our existing system 'of 
society and life and labor but the creation and en­
forcement of another system or systems borrowed 
from foreign lands and alien minds.”

But the outstanding example of Churchill’s con­
temptuous cynicism toward the “ Atlantic Charter” 
promises came in his March 15 speech in the House 
of Commons. Replying to a question from a Labor- 
ite member of the House, Churchill characterized 
any program for protecting small nations from ag­
gression as a “ hopeless ideal.”  Under the “ realistic”  
Yalta agreement, he remarked, there w ill be a 
"differentiation between the treatment of the great­
est powers in these matters and of the smallest 
powers.”

A return to pre-war poverty and unemployment 
under the decaying capitalist system, the rule of 
•the many by the few and the tyranny of the pow­
erful over the weak— by Churchill’s own admis­
sions, these arc the rightfu l results of this terrible 
war.

The Same O ld  R acket
Latest Report On Social 
Season at Palm Beach

Dear C yn th ia :
M y  dear, I ’m s im p ly  heart-broken about leav ing  

•Palm Beach so early . Here I  am p ra c tic a lly  chained 
in  New Y o rk  w ith  th is  d read fu l cu rfew — when I  could 
have remaine'd in  Palm  Beach where eve ry th ing—  
s im p ly  e ve ry th in g — is  beg inn ing  to  happen. I ’m  so 
upset— I  mean I  could tea r up m y  la s t tw o dozen black 
m arke t nylons— b u t s im p ly  to  shreds!

I  ju s t wanted to  d ie  when I  read the society coluYnn 
in the New Y o rk  W orld -Te leg ram  th is  a fternoon. 
Im agine how I fe l t  when I  read: “ P A L M  B E A C H , 
M arch 20— A fte r  weeks o f g rousing about the lack o f 
g lam our on the Gold Coast th is  season the f ro th ie r  
element in  Palm  Beach has f in a lly  h i t  its  social 
s tride . T h is  week has w itnessed a rev iva l o f the  
robust en te rta in ing  th a t delighted, the g l it te r  set th is  
year. Once again the pick-m e-up has become the 
s tand ing m orn ing d r in k , and bronzed M a y fa ir  m ara­
thoners are s h u ttlin g  from  one p a rty  to  another fro m  
dawn to  dawn.”

A nd i t  has the m ost delicious b it  about “ pa rties  
th a t a re  planned fo r  a ha nd fu l w ind  up w ith  
hundreds.”  I t  seems the  ju n io r  A r th u r  Pearsons had 
a d e lig h tfu l cockta il p a r ty  and “ guests were amused 
to  read in  the  local paper the  fo llo w in g  day th a t 
they had en terta ined fo r  40. A c tu a lly  the re  were a t 
least 400 who enjoyed the  b u ffe t, a s tro ll in g  band 
and dancing under the stars u n t il a la te  hour.”  B u t o f 
course, they couldn’t  re p o rt 400— w ith  so m uch ta lk  
about ra tio n  po in ts  these days!

A nd I  s im p ly  adm ire th e ir  fo r titu d e . W ha t wonders 
they seem to accom plish w ith  the  se rvan t problem  as 
i t  is. T h in k  o f th e  a w fu l types one is forced to  do 
w ith . The colum n reports  th a t  “ one o f the e x tra  
bu tle rs  called in  to  aid w ith  .the p a r ty  and obviously 
anxious fo r  the a f fa ir  to  come to  a conclusion handed 
a guest a d r in k  w ith  the  re m a rk : ‘T h is  p a r ty  is  so 
ty p ic a lly  A m erican, re a lly !  People never know  when 
to go home’.”  Such fa m il ia r i ty !  B u t— e’est la guerre !

And here I  am, p ra c tica lly  im prisoned in  New Y o rk  
and another one o f those coal s trikes  on the  way. 
One would th in k  those d read fu l m iners would have 
more consideration when we’re a ll sacrific ing  so 
m uch ! Though, o f course, we use on ly  o il.

I be columns are open to toe op inions oj the readers of 1 he M ilita n t. Letters 
are welcome on any subject of interest to the workers, but keep them short and include your 
name and address. Indicate if you do not want your name printed. Editor.

“Sick of Lies“
E d ito r:

I  would lik e  to  have 100 copies 
o f The M il ita n t  o f M arch 10, 
1945, o r even m ore than  100 i f  
you have them. I  w a n t to  m a il 
them  out to  m y friends. I  m yse lf 
am so sick o f reading lies in  our 
d a ily  papers and I  believe m y 
friends  are too. t

The M arch 10 issue has on page 
s ix  your e d ito r ia l “ U. S. Role in  
Greece.”  I  w an t m y fr ien ds  to 
read tha t, and some crazy news 
dealers I  know. I  w a n t them  to 
read i t  too.

R. O. Z.
S t. Louis, Mo.

His Toughest Fights 
With Union Haters
E d ito r:

A  union m ach in is t who is a 
veteran o f seven m a jo r ba ttles re ­
cen tly  gave his answer to the 
an ti-un ion propaganda th a t brass 
hats are t r y in g  to spread in  the 
arm y. In  an in te rv ie w  w ith  the 
D e tro it News oh M arch 12, Sgt. 
Caesar Garcia, home on fu rlo u g h  
a f te r  tw o and a h a lf years over 
seas, said th a t h is toughest figh ts 
had been no t w ith  the Germans, 
bu t w ith  “ ill- in fo rm e d  union ha­
ters in  the a rm y.”

He defended w a rtim e  strikes, 
saying th a t he and “ about 18 coal 
m iners from  W est V irg in ia  and 
Pennsylvania”  had an a rgum ent 
on th e ir  hands “ every tim e news 
o f a s tr ik e  reached our group.”  
As one o f the w orkers a t the Ford 
M oto r Company du rin g  the 1937 
Rouge P la n t “ B a ttle  o f the O ver­
pass,”  he knows w hat s trikes 
mean.

Garcia said “ I t ’s p re tty  hard 
t ry in g  to  exp la in  s trikes in  w a r  
tim e to  a bunch o f cowboys and 
fa rm ers , and some o f the s trikes 
I  couldn’t  ju s t i fy  m yse lf.”  (P rob­
ably because the on ly in fo rm a tio n  
he had about them  were the  ly in g  
and inadequate reports  in  the 
cap ita lis t and arm y-edited press).

“ B u t I  s ta rted  to  w o rk  in  fa c ­
tories when I  was 17 years old. 
And I  rem em ber the speeches 
made by forem en who threatened 
to fire  us i f  we jo ined a union. I 
remembered a lo t  o f th in gs  th a t 
helped me w in  .some o f m y a r­
gum ents.”

A . C.
D e tro it

in the Fight- 
For 45 Years
E d ito r:

Some m onths ago I  requested 
th a t 12 subscrip tion cards be sent 
to me. I  received them  bu t as I  
have been confined to  the house 
ever since, I  have been able to 
dispose o f b u t tw o o f them  fo r  
which I  re m it 50 cents, ,and 50 
cents fo r  the renewal o f m y 
subscrip tion.

I  w r ite  a le tte r  fo r  the T erre  
Haute Advocate each week and 
m ail the c lipp ings to o ther papers. 
A m  enclosing a few .

On account o f m y age, 71, I  am 
unable to w ork  fo r  the cause ex­
cept by m y pen. I  have been in  
the fig h t fo r  45 years. I  have 
been active, no t a lways in  the 
s ticks ; P ittsbu rgh , Chicago, and 
25 years in  T erre  Haute where 
I  am or used to  be w e ll known.

So long as I  am able I  am going 
to f ig h t  against th is  damnable 
system.

W ish ing  success fo r  The M il i ­
ta n t and the movement, I  am 
yours fo r  socialism .

Robert H. M ille r  
Carbon, Ind.

P. S. Enclosed is one do lla r. 
W ould have renewed m y sub 
sooner had I had the money. Am  
an old age pensioner.

(Ed. N O T E : W e deeply ap­
precia te the w o rk  you are doing 
and the .sacrifices you are m aking  
fo r  the movement. S e lling  sub­
scrip tions is a v e ry  im p o rta n t 
p a r t o f our f ig h t fo r  socialism . 
The M il ita n t  educates and re ­
c ru its  new w orkers  to  he lp re ­
place the veterans. Comrade 
M il le r ’s devotion ce rta in ly  serves 
as an in sp ira tio n  to  the younger 
comrades).

Tells the Story 
Of Her Husband
E d ito r:

T h is  is the s to ry  o f m y hus­
band. I  hope you can p r in t  it .

I t  was on October 10, 1930, 
when M r. Wood fe ll fro m  the top 
o f a M obile O il tru c k  he was re ­
p a ir in g  a t the Connecticut St. 
garage. I t  happened a t two 
o’clock in  the m orn ing. He ac­
quired several broken rib s  —  a 
crushed pelvis —  and a defin ite 
gpinal in ju ry . They sent h im  to 
the M illa rd  F illm o re  H osp ita l and 
sent h im  home in  three days.

H is  em ployer called fo r  h im  to 
come back to w ork . He was in 
a m aniacal s ta te  and tr ie d  to  k i l l  
h im se lf. They gave h im  w ork

QUESTION BOX
Q : W ho was the f i r s t  labor 

member o f Congress?
A : E ly  Moore, elected to Con­

gress by the W ork ingm en ’s Par-' 
t y  o f New Y o rk  in  1834.

*  *  *

Q : W ha t was “ Coxey’s A rm y ? ”
A : I t  was an a rm y o f unem­

ployed w orkers wh ich in  the de­
pression o f 1894 m arched fro m  
Massilon, Ohio to W ashington, 
D. C. to  demand federa l re lie f. In 
W ashington Coxey and many 
o ther leaders o f the  dem onstra­
tio n  were arrested —  on charges 
o f “ w a lk in g  on the. grass o f the 
Capito l law ns”  —  and the m arch­
ers dispersed.

*  *  *

Q: How m any in d u s tr ia l acci­
dents are there  annua lly  in  the 
U n ited States?

A : F igures fo r  1944 are no t 
ye t ava ilable, b u t the ra te  has 
risen s tead ily  d u rin g  the w a r due 
to speed-ups, fa tig ue , and fa u lty  
equipm ent. In  1943 there  were 
2,414,000 w orkers disabled by in ­
ju ries  su ffe red a t th e ir  jobs.

*  *  *

Q : W ha t are the cu rre n t p ro ­
fits  o f the meat packers, who are 
t ry in g  to  get prices raised again?

A : M ea t packers are m aking 
about seven tim es th e ir  p re -w ar 
p ro fits . L a s t year the e ig h t m a­
jo r  packing firm s had a ne t p ro fit  
o f $153,193,000, as aga inst the 
1935-36 average o f $22,382,000.

oifo S atu rday n ig h t a week 
w a tch ing  the place. A l l  th is  w h ile  
his body was becoming paralyzed 
fro m  his fee t up. He was given 
no medical care.

He had the second accident in  
A ugust o r September ( i t ’s in  the 
record a t the S tate B u ild in g  in 
B u ffa lo ). They gave h im  $85 
compensation ( to  cover tw o 
m onths) fo r  the f irs t  accident. 
The second accident in ju re d  his 
head, as he fe ll fo rw a rd  while 
t ry in g  to d raw  gasoline.

I  see in  the  records th a t a la w ­
ye r was d ra w in g  $20 per week 
fro m  somewhere pre tend ing to  re ­
present me, w h ile  in  re a lity  he 
was a Company law yer.

There were so many queer 
th ings happening a ll these years. 
F o r instance, a M rs. W ard P ie rre  
absconded w ith  thousands o f dol­
la rs o f the S tate ’s money which 
she obtained fo r  representing 
clients.

A  banker called and to ld  M r. 
Wood th a t he had lo f t  the sum o f 
$13.30 a t a bank where he had 
kep t funds a t one tim e. ( I  th in k  
they wanted to g ive h im  a d if fe r ­
ent pe rson a lity ). I  jfound la te r 
th a t the check was to  someone 
else w ith  the same name as m y 
husband b u t liv in g  a t a d iffe re n t 
address. I  have been to ld  th a t 
the y  sw itched our case to  some­
one else.

M r. Wood, m y husband, lived 
e igh t years w ith  a broken back, 
w ith  no m edical care and no 
compensation. M r. Wood died 
Oct. 5, 1938 a t General H osp ita l.

T h is  is m y s to ry .
M rs. W . H . Wood 
B u ffa lo , N . Y.

Security Council and 
League of Nation
E d ito r:

There are tw o  im p o rta n t th ings 
th a t I  th in k  The M il ita n t  should 
c a rry  artic les  on. F irs t,  the so- 
called secu rity  council th a t is 
scheduled to meet in  F risco soon 
needs an analysis and discussion. 
I believe i t  is necessary to  po in t 
ou t the s im ila r ity  between the 
presently proposed deal and the 
defunct League o f N ations, show­
in g  how the c a p ita lis t con trad ic­
tions prevent us from  having any 
pro tracted period o f peace, and 
p rov ing  th a t the  on ly road to  
w orld  peace is the soc ia lis t p ro ­
gram  and method. The sponsors 
o f the present set-up are basing 
themselves on the rea l mass de­
s ire  fo r  peace and secu rity  and 
are pe rpe tra ting  a g iga n tic  hoax 
on the people who are s ick and 
tire d  o f ca p ita lis t wars.

Second, I  would lik e  to  see an 
occasional a i'tic le  on the w orkers 
in  the a rm y and those already 
discharged. Som ething to  prod 
the unions in to  a close re la tio n  
w ith  them . I  th in k  th a t i f  the 
unions do no t do som eth ing in  th is  
fie ld, m any veterans w i l l  be swept 
up both by the old and new ve t­
erans organ izations who w il l  ex­
p lo it  th e ir  desires fo r  a break 
in to  rea c tion a ry  channels. I  have 
heard men in  the a rm y  express 
the idea th a t a fte r  the  w a r the 
veterans should “ run  the  coun­
t r y ”  and the y  p lan to  organize 
servicemen by themselves and 
no t w ith  any “ c iv ilia n ”  organ iza­
tions.

M . A .
New Orleans, La.

Nazis Protected Profits of 
Harvester Corporation

A m erican corpora tions w ith  la rge  ho ld ings in  
European countries were considerab ly cheered up la s t 
week by the  re p o rt o f  th e  good care taken b y  the  
Nazis and th e ir  co llabora to rs o f the  F rench fac to ries  
and branch houses o f the In te rn a tio n a l H a rves te r 
Company.

A f te r  a fo u r-m o n th ’s inspection o f the  com pany’s 
French p lants, A . M axw e ll Rode, ■director-general o f 
its  European operations, reported th a t IH C ’s d irectors 
were “ needlessly pessim istic”  in  w r i t in g  o f f  th e ir  
fo re ig n  investm ents in  1941-42.

The Nazis who treated the w orkers  so b ru ta lly  
observed g re a t “ correctness”  tow a rd  th e ir  A m erican 
c a p ita lis t class bro thers. IH C ’s French subsid iaries 
were placed under French m anagem ent p r io r  to  the 
a rr iv a l o f the Nazis. The French m anagem ent was 
very  punctilious in  con fo rm ing  to  N az i regu la tions.

Thus, n o t on ly  were the  p rope rties  le f t  in ta c t and 
ready fo r  opera tion when the Nazis departed, b u t the  
company did business as usual under a  N az i trustee. 
“ T lie  Germans set prices a t levels designed to  provide 
a norm al ra te  o f p ro fit. The com pany was able to 
pay dividends on cum u la tive  p re fe rred  shares. . . T h is  
cash piled up bo the  com pany’s c re d it in  F rench banks, 
where i t  rem a ins.”  (Business Week, M arch 24).

Manufacturers Association 
Blasts at Price Controls

The N a tion a l Association o f M anufactu re rs , o rgan­
iza tion  o f open-shop w a r p ro fiteers, has jo ined  the  
big- business o ffensive  aga inst p rice  contro ls  w ith  a l l  
guns b laz ing. The cu rre n t issue o f  N A M  News shouts 
the  b a ttle -c ry  o f the  corpora tion  lobbyis ts  w ho re ­
cen tly  storm ed the Senate price  con tro l b i l l  hearings 
and howled th a t  the  O P A ’s feeble price  re s tr ic tio n s  
are “ ru in in g ”  them  despite the  g rea test p ro fits  in  
th e ir  h is to ry .

W ith  the approaching end o f the w a r w ith  Ger­
many, the m anufacture rs are anxious to  sha tte r a ll 
price contro ls on c iv ilia n  goods. They w a n t th e ir  
record w a r p ro fits  to  continue in to  the  “ post-w ar”  
era— and th a t means un res tric ted  price  in fla t io n  on 
consumers goods.

Thus, the N A M  News declares: “ M a n u fac tu ring  
ju dg m en t seems p ra c tic a lly  unanim ous in  be liev ing 
'th a t the app lica tion  o f cu rre n t OPA p r ic in g  polic ies 
to c iv ilia n  goods in  the  reconversion period w ou ld  
constitu te  a  g re a t obstacle to  p roduc tion  and jobs.”

W hat- th is  means, trans la ted  fro m  N A M ' double- 
ta lk , is th a t the m anufactu re rs  are unanim ous in  
be liev ing th a t any curbs on th e ir  p rice -goug ing  w ould 
constitu te  a “ g re a t obstacle”  to  th e ir  u n lim ite d  
p ro fite e ring— and to  h e ll w ith  jobs and p roduction !

S pec ifica lly , the N A M  proposes th a t “ Congress 
should declare now  th a t  when the w a r ends on one 
m a jo r fro n t,  th e  p r ic in g  p o licy  should p e rm it the  
m aking  o f a f a i r  p ro fit  on each in d iv id u a l ite m  
produced; and th a t  in  the  m eantim e O P A  should be 
g e ttin g  ready to  p u t the new p o licy  in to  e ffe c t when 
on ly  one m a jo r w a r f r o n t  rem ains.”

The N A M  no t on ly  w ants  the  governm ent to  
guarantee trem endous ove r-a ll profits- f o r  every 
cap ita lis t, b u t to ensure a “ f a i r ” — m eaning u n lim ite d  
— p ro fit  on each s ing le  item  produced. They w a n t 
p ro tection  both com ing and going.

The m anufactu re rs  in s is t th a t labo r give up its  
r ig h t  to  s tr ik e  “ fo r  the du ra tio n ” — and a fte r. B u t they  
w an t no res tr ic tio ns  whatsoever placed upon th e ir  
c a p ita lis t “ r ig h t ”  to  bleed consumers w h ite . These 
d o lla r-p a trio ts  aren’ t  w a it in g  u n t il “ a f te r  the  la s t 
bu lle t is fired ”  before sm ashing a ll price contro ls.
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