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MASS LAY-OFFS, PAY CUTS ANNOUNCED
<? to

Veterans Bitter 
Over Fraudulent 
"Bill O f Rights"

B y Larissa Reed
The first contingents of returning veterans are learning in 

deep disillusionment exactly what the government is providing 
for them in the so-called “ Gl B ill of Rights.”  Enacted by Con­
gress in June, 1944, this measure formally known as the Service­
men’s Readjustment Act, is already being called by disgusted 
veterans the “ Gl B ill of Gripes.” It is so scandalous that even 
the ultra-reactionary poll-tax Representative John E. Rankin 
of Mississippi has been forced to apologize for it and Congress­
man W illiam  G. Stigler of Oklahoma has bluntly declared the 
b ill “ a mockery."

Even th a t in s tru m e n t o f B ig  
Business, the A m erican Legion, 
has been forced to c ritic ize  the 
b il l and propose sweeping re v i­
sions. The D isabled Am erican 
Veterans, th rough  its  na tiona l 
service d irec to r, has blasted the 
la w  as a ‘‘gross deceit to the v e t­
erans and a d isgust to the pub­
lic .”

The m ain prov is ions o f the b il l 
cover educational, loan and un­
em ploym ent benefits as w e ll as 
em p loym ent assistance. The ve t­
eran has been led to  believe th a t 
When he re tu rn s  home w ith  
tm p ty  pockets and a precarious 
fu tu re  in  c iv ilia n  life , his econ­
om ic problem s w i l l  be cai'ed 
fo r  u n t il he can ge t back on his 
own feet. B u t w h a t is the rea l­
ity ?

R E D -T A P E
The “ to ta lly  disabled,”  th a t is, 

those who have le ft the best pa rt 
o f th e ir  lives and lim bs behind 
them  in  the w a r can get. no more 
than  $115 a m onth R E G A R D LE S S  
O F T H E  N U M B E R  OF D E ­
P E N D E N T S  T H E Y  H A V E . This 
begins a fte r  they leave the hos­
p ita ls  in  th is  country where neg­
le c t and m istrea tm ent o f veterans 
is  now reaching the stage o f open 
scandal.

Veterans who have no t been 
pe rm anently  m aimed and d isab l­
ed have been to ld  th a t i f  they 
cannot im m ed ia te ly  find a s u it­

able job, the governm ent w ill 
provide unem ploym ent compensa­
tion  and assist them in find ing 
a job. B u t these and o th e r “ ben­
e fits ”  are so snarled up in b u r­
eaucra tic red tape th a t ha rd 'y  
ever does a vete ran ge t help 
when he needs i t  the most.

The loan provis ions are so 
“ messed up,”  according to the 
Mjay 1 PM th a t they w i l l  “ reach 
scandalous p ropo rtions by the 
tim e large-scale m il ita ry  demob­
iliza tio n  a rrives .”  Veterans who 
w ant to  buy o r bu ild  a home, s ta r t 
a business o r a fa rm  believe the 
governm ent w i l l  guarantee a 
$2,000 loan. M any do no t know  
th a t the governm ent its e lf  does 
not lend any o f th is  money. The 
vete ran ’s app lica tion  m ust be 
“ processed”  by a bank o r o ther 
lender in the same w ay as an o r­
d ina ry  ioan before the  govern­
m ent w i l l  guarantee up to $2,000 
o f the loan. M oreover the ve t­
eran is  confronted w ith  such a 
mass o f in tr ic a te  questionnaires 
and fo rm s th a t he cannot f i l l  
them  ou t w ith o u t expert advice 
—  and such advice costs money.

In  addition there  are m any 
conditions attached to  securing 
the loan. The Veterans A d m in ­
is tra t io n  m ust approve o f the 
veteran and his app lica tion  a fte r  
a searching tim e -w a s tin g  exam­
ina tion . The bank o r lend ing

(Continued on page 4)

NAZIS SAVED M ORGAN 
INTERESTS IN FRANCE

After the conquest of France, the Nazis imposed a regime 
o f terror on the French people. Thousands of French workers 
were sent to slave labor in Germany. H itler hurled vituperative 
broadsides at the Anglo-American imperialists for daring to 
challenge his right to dominate France and all Europe. But for 
the British and American banks in France, the Nazis had only 
kind words and, more important, kind deeds. Each proved 
helpful to the other.

The w e ll - known newspaper 
co lum n is t D rew  Pearson recen tly  
disclosed some o f the facts. W hen 
the Am erican a rm y  swept in to  
G erm any, they captured a D r. I I .  
J, Caesar, the  N az is ’ A lien  
P ro p e rty  Custodian who had 
charge o f a ll Am erican banks 
and a lien  p ro p e rty  w h ich  the 
Germans seized in  France. D r. 
Caesar was questioned by his 
captors and furn ished , among 
o th e r th in gs , in fo rm a tio n  show­
in g  how A m erican banks in  P aris  
collaborated w ith  the N az i con­
querors. Pearson reveals p a r t  o f 
w h a t D r. Caesar disclosed.

The Chase Bank (J . I*. M organ 
and Co.) was especially favored 
and “ protected”  by the Nazis be­
cause “ i t  had been active on be­
h a lf  o f Germ any before the w ar 
in  such m atte rs  as the German 
‘s ta n d s till’ c red it negotia tions.”  
These nego tia tions led to  suspen­
sion o f G erm an repara tions pay­
ments, thus securing Chase’s 
German loans and free ing  the 
N azis o f a tremendous financia l 
burden so th a t they could move 
ahead fas te r w ith  th e ir  a rm a­
m en t program .

The Nazis were g ra te fu l fo r  
th is  aid and fu rn ished  the P aris 
branch o f the Chase B ank w ith  
p ro fitab le  business th rou gh ou t the 
pe riod  o f the occupation o f 
France, D r  Caesar disclosed. The 
m anager o f the  P a ris  branch, 
however, fe l t  constrained to  c u rry  
fa v o r  w ith  the Nazis by showing 
th a t the  House o f M organ had 
no th in g  to  do w ith  Jews. A  memo 
w hich Caesar received fro m  a M r. 
Lecestre o f the M organ banking 
f irm  read:

“ On the attached sheet there  is

represented some in fo rm a tio n  
re la tive  to the predecessors o f 
M r. J. P. M organ, actua l head o f 
J. P. M organ and Oo., Inc., New 
Y ork . F o llow ing  the tra d it io n  o f 
his fa th e r, M r. M organ never- ad­
m itted  Jews as associates o f 
fe llow  w orkers. The M organ 
house has been fre q u e n tly  found 
in its  business in  opposition to 
the g re a t Jew ish bank ing  houses 
in the U n ited  States, such as 
Kuhn, Loeb and Co. A s to M organ 
and Co., P aris , the personnel, 
since the foundation  o f the bank 
in 1868, has never included a 
Jew .”

FAVO R S TO M O RG AN
A no the r memo, dated M ay 6, 

1041,"was received by Caesar from  
F.erenberg-Gosler, P aris  rep re ­
sen tative o f the Reichskreditges- 
selschaft, on the sub ject o f 
M organ and Oo. The w r ite r  to ld  
o f be ing present a t a d inner to  
which he had been inv ited  by the 
French p a rtn e r o f the M organ 
firm , M r. Pesson-D idion. Th is 
local representa tive  o f the g rea t 
Am erican banking t ru s t  indulged 
in a v io le n t d ia tr ib e  aga inst the 
Jews in Am erica, accusing them 
o f being responsible fo r  Roose­
v e lt ’s fo re ign  policies w h ich were 
d ragg ing  the U n ited  S tates in to  
an “ u n ju s tifiab le  as w e ll as 
rid icu lous w a r.”  M r. P. D. said 
“ he hopes th a t one o f these days 
the increased im m ig ra tio n  o f 
Jews (to  A m erica ) w i l l  unleash 
such an ti-S em itism  th a t a sudden 
tu rnabout w i l l  fo llo w .”

F u rth e r along in  the memo, M r. 
P. D. expressed to  the Nazi 
custodian “ the  hope th a t the

(C o n t in u e d  o n  p a g e  6 )

Hard Coal Miners 
Continue Strike 
Into Third Week

M AY 14 — Pennsylvania's 
72,000 hard coal miners, up­
holding the m ilitant traditions 
of the United Mine Workers, 
continue to stand firm  after two 
weeks of their strike to win a 
new contract and substantial 
wage gains. Their walkout be­
gan on May 1 with the expira­
tion of their old contract, in 
conformity with their “ no con­
tract. no work”  policy.

A ll governm ent a ttem pts  to  in ­
tim ida te  the m iners and force 
them  back in to  the p its  have p rov­
ed fu t i le  in the face o f th e ir  f ig h t­
in g  de term ination  and so lid a rity . s 
F o r more than a week they have 
ignored a governm ent back-to- 
w o rk  order and the “ seizure”  o f 
the s truck  mines on M ay 3.

Because the m iners took a 
s tr ike  vote in a N L R B  po ll and 
have m ainta ined th e ir  w a lkou t 
w ith in  the term s o f th e  S m ith- 
Connally a n ti-s tr ik e  law  which 
pe rm its  no penalties when w o rk ­
ers leave governm ent-contro lled 
industries  “.on th e ir  own v o lit io n ,”  
the a d m in is tra tion  has as ye t 
hesitated to  invoke d irec t meas­
ures to  break the s tr ik e .

O PERATO RS S T A L L IN G
B u t i t  is becoming clear th a t 

the m ine owners and th e ir  gov­
ernm ent agents hope to  use the 
weapon o f hunger to  w h ip  the 
m iners back to  w o rk  on the oper­
a to rs ’ term s.

The operators, w ith  the  ta c it  
support o f the  governm ent, are 
s ta llin g  and p ro long ing  nego tia­
tions over the issue o f p o rta l-to - 
po rta l (underground tra v e l tim e ) 
pay. They are re fu s in g  to ac­
cept la s t v-eek’s ru l in g  o f the 
U . S. Supreme C ourt upho ld ing 
p o rta l- to -p o rta l pay in the case o f 
Ihe s o ft coal m iner«, t r y in g  to 
contend there  is a d iffe rence in ­
volved in  such paym ent fo r  hard 
coal m iners.

A t  H a rrisbu rg , Pa., W illia m  H. 
Chestnut, state Secretary o f La ­
bor and Indus try , has declared 
the s tr ik in g  m iners in e lig ib le  fo r  
unem ploym ent compensation on 
the p re te x t th a t the y  arc ou t o f 
w o rk  “ due to  v o lu n ta r ily  leaving 
w ith o u t good cause.”  The state 
agents o f the operators do not 
consider the lack o f a con tract 
“ good cause,”  a lthough respon­
s ib il i ty  fo r  the s tr ik e  rests squar­
e ly  on the operators.

The la te s t issue o f  the U n ited 
M ine W orkers  Journa l exposes 
e d ito r ia lly  the price-robbery and 
planned shortages, especially o f 
meat, in  the company-owned m in ­
in g  towns. Despite the g ru e llin g  
labo r o f the m iners, the y  cannot 
ge t m eat. “ Coal m iners cannot 
produce coal,”  po in ts  ou t the 
Journa l, “ on coca-cola, a dough­
n u t and a c iga re tte  fo r  b reak­
fa s t; m acaroni and peas, a pea­
n u t b u tte r sandw ich and a cookie 
fo r  lunch ; and fo r  d inner, rice, 
beans, cabbage, potatoes and co- 
coanut custard p ie.”

A  S ign  o f the Times

Greek D ictatorship Continues 
B ru ta l T e rro r Against People

B y Joseph Hansen
British-supported reaction in Greece is methodically con­

tinuing its suppression of the Greek people who drove out the 
Nazi conquerors. Since the February 12 “ accord”  that ended 
the Allied-instigated civ il war, more than 7,500 have been 
slaughtered, according to EAM /National Liberation Front) 
figures published in the May 5 Nation.

“ E A M  adherents, republicans,®  
and sometimes ju s t p la in  people 
who neglect to  adorn th e ir  homes 
w ith  the  K in g ’s p o r tra it  are be­
in g  arrested, beaten, and even 
m urdered,”  declares the N ation 
correspondent. “ W h e n  t h e  
guardsmen themselves do not 
jo in  the man hunt, they  and the 
local gendarm erie look the other- 
w ay w h ile  ille g a l p ro -fa sc is t bands 
smash p r in t in g  presses, burn o r­
gan iza tiona l headquarters, and 
to rtu re  non-converts... Peasants 
are ta k in g  to  the h ills  as in  the 
days o f the Germans.”

“ Greece... is to rn  by complex 
feuds which m ay explode a t any 
m oment in to  fresh  h o s tilit ie s ,”  
observes the N a tion . In  p repa r­
a tion  fo r  these “ ho s tilit ie s ,”  the 
B r it is h  are recons truc ting  the 
Greek a rm y  “ and the B r it is h  are 
fu rn is h in g  firs t-ra te  m o d e r n  
equipment... The Greek General 
S ta ff  is m ethodica lly  weld ing 
th is  a rm y in to  a po litica l weapon, 
load ing i t  w ith  roya lis ts  fro m  
the ranks to the top command.

“ Q u is ling  secu rity  ba tta lions and 
m onarch is t m ounta in  and sacred 
brigades are being incorporated 
on masse. E ighteen to tw en ty - 
s ix  o f the brigade colonels o f the 
N a tiona l Guard are roya lis ts . 
Conscripts suspected o f an E LA S  
(G reek N a tion a l L ibe ra tion  A r-

m y) ta in t are rejected fo r  ‘medi­
cal’ reasons; fo rm e r E LA S  o f f i­
cers are not given even th a t ex­
cuse.”

TERRO R IN  GREECE
Headlines in the S ta lin is t D a ily  

W orker o f M ay 12 declare: 
“ TERRO R IN  G R EEC E! P E R IL  
E L A S  C H IE F .”  The D a ily  W o rk ­
er reports  a w a rra n t has been is ­
sued fo r  the a rre s t o f General Se- 
raphis, S ta lin is t head o f the 
E LA S .

The D a ily  W orker lis ts  specific 
acts o f the counter-revo lu tion , in ­
c lud ing  “ persecutions o f the 
press, ille g a l ra ids in  res identia l 
neighborhoods, m a ltre a tm en t o f 
the w-ounded, hoodlum ism , m urd ­
ers, destruction o f p r in t in g  plants, 
newspaper offices and E A M  
headquarters, ille g a l searches, 
k idnappings, p illage , v io la tio n  of 
women and a ttem pts a t v io la tion , 
b u lly in g  and in tim id a tio n  du ring  
the trade un ion elections, ju d ic ia l 
in fring em en ts ,”  etc.

The S ta lin is ts , however, are 
themselves la rg e ly  responsible fo r  
the unbrid led te rro r is m  o f the 
Greek counter-revo lu tion . I t  was 
S ta lin is t leaders, inc lud ing  Gen­
era l Seraphis, who betrayed the 
Partisans to  the A llie d  invasion

(Continued on page 6)

IN THE NEWS
Pattern Not Yet Past

“ I t  is  obvious by. now th a t the 
ta lk  a t San Francisco o f trus tee ­
ships fo r  colon ia l o r mandated 
te rr ito r ie s  means l i t t le  o r no th ing. 
I t  is the k ind  o f  ta lk  th a t is in ­
v a ria b ly  used to cloak a de ter­
m ina tion  to s it  t ig h t  and preserve 
the old order. A pp a re n tly , the 
b ig  powers th a t have fo u g h t th is  
w a r aga inst Fascism mean to t r y  
to  pu t back the old colon ia l o r­
der. They m ay use somewhat 
more fan cy  language to  g ive i t  
a less old-fashioned, outmoded 
look. B u t i t  w il l be, essentia lly , 
colon ia l exp lo ita tion  in  the p a t­
te rn  o f the past.”  (M arqu is  W. 
Childs, N . Y. Post, M ay  8).

*  *  *

Double Standard
On M ay 10, the day the adm in­

is tra tio n  announced the con tinua­
tion  o f the wage freeze fo r  the 
workers, the members o f the 
House o f Representatives voted 
themselves a $2500 tax-exem pt 
“ expense allowance”  in  addition 
to  th e ir  $10,000 yea rly  salaries. 
The measure m ust f irs t  get the 
approval o f the Senate, bu t both 
bodies fo llow  a tra d itio n  o f never 
vo tin g  down decisions re la tin g  to 
the ifinances o f the other.

3k *  *

No Danger For W hom ?
Business Week, M ay 5, predicts 

th a t there w i l l  be 9,000,000 w o rk ­
ers and veterans w ith in  the next

Ford Local 600 Rally Calls 
For End Of No-Strike Policy

year seeking jobs, b u t th a t “ re ­
conversion”  w i l l  reduce th is  
num ber to a “ m axim um  unem ­
p loym ent o f 5,000,000, W H IC H  IS  
N O T  C O N S ID E R E D  D A N G E R ­
OUS.”

*  *  *

B y R oy W eston
DETRO IT, M ay 5. —  A t a 

meeting called by Ford Local 
600, CIO United Automobile 
Workers, held in Cass Technic­
al High School here today, more 
than 5,000 Ford workers went 
on record as favoring the im­
mediate revocation of the no­
strike pledge and the calling 
of a national labor holiday if  
the L ittle  Steel formula is not 
abandoned and an effective re­
conversion wage policy adopt­
ed.

This action came as a c lim a i 
to  an ove rflow  m eeting a t which 
more than 5,000 . w orkers were 
tu rned away due to  lack o f seat­
in g  space. The ra l ly  was in i t ia t ­
ed as a p ro test aga inst the cu t­
backs, la y o ffs , shortened w o rk ­
week and the re su ltin g  pay-cuts 
in the Ford  Rouge p lan t.

Present a t tire m eeting, wh ich 
was presided over by  W . G. 
\ jra n t,  p resident o f Local 600 anu 
a notorious S ta lin is t stooge, w e rt 
R. J. Thomas, president o f the 
U A W -C IO , and R ichard  T . Leon­

ard, U A W  N a tiona l Ford D irec­
tor.

A  series o f reso lu tions were 
passed. One o f them  —  on the 
I  it t le  Steel fo rm u la  —  was read 
by L a r ry  Y os t re t ir in g  president 
o f the A ir c ra f t  U n it  o f Local 600 
and president o f the N a tiona l 
Rank and F ile  Committee.

U A W  H E A D S  S T U N N E D
Thomas, along w ith  G ran t and 

the S ta lin is ts , appeared stunned 
by the reso lu tion, p a rtic u la r ly  
when i t  was passed unanim ously.

Com pla in ing th a t Yost changed 
the te x t o f the reso lu tion as i t  
had been adopted by the loca l’s 
executive board when he included 
the th re a t to  revoke the no- 
s tr ik e  pledge and ca ll a national 
labor ho liday, G rant, who came 
out second-best in  the loca l’s re ­
cent p rim a ry  elections, suggested 
to the m eeting tha t the workers 
“ d idn 't in tend to  pass such a reso­
lu tion .”

Im m edia te ly  there were cries 
from  the f lo o r :  “ Oh, yes we d id !”

Yost adm itted  hav ing  altered 
the reso lu tion  w h ich  had called 
fo r  abandonment o f the  L it t le

Steel fo rm u la  w ith  no demands 
attached to it .  He stated th a t he 
had o r ig in a lly  wanted a m eeting 
called on a c ity -w id e  basis a t 
w h ich representatives o f the 
W PB, the in d u s tr ia lis ts , and the 
unions would be present. Ig n o r­
in g  his request, the Local 600 
S ta lin is ts  staged th is  la s t m inute 
mass m eeting supposedly in re ­
gard to  la y -o ffs , b u t a c tu a lly  vis 
a p o litica l ra l ly  lo r  G rant, who 
is run n ing  behind Joe M cCusker 
in the b a llo tin g  fo r  president o f 
the w o r ld ’s la rge s t local union. 
G ran t’s supporters believed th a t 
th is  e a rlie r m eeting w ould help 
his chances in  the election.

The m anner in  which the S ta l­
in is ts  outsm arted themselves is 
h ig h ly  am using. W ith  th e ir  re ­
solutions rig ge d  to  s u it the occa­
sion, they pu lled w h a t they be­
lieved to  be th e ir  m aster-stroke 
when one o f th e ir  people propos­
ed th a t no debate be held on the 
reso lu tions to  be presented— th a t 
m ere ly  a yes o r no vote be taken, 
thereby exped iting  the  proceed­
ings. Q u ick ly  ta k in g  h is  cue,

(Continued on page 3)

G rateful Recognition
The M iam i H era ld , re p o rtin g  a 

m eeting o f the Burd ine depart­
ment store employes where 
George W h itten , president o f the 
F lo rida  reso rt f irm , gave c ita 1 
tions to  members o f its  Senior­
ity  C lub re la tes: “ W h itte n  p re­
sented $1000 w a r bonds to  M rs. 
Anna W ilson and M iss E m ily  
Sm ith  in  recogn ition o f 25 years 
o f service. W ill ie  Hepburn, N e­
gro porte r, was presented a b u t­
ton m ark in g  30 years.”

*  *  *

M illio n aire  M artyr
A  “ D eM ille  P o litica l Freedom 

F ounda tion”  to keep labor unions 
ou t o f po litics  was recen tly  found­
ed in  Los Angeles. Cecil B. De­
M ille  is the b ig  movie d irec to r 
suspended by the Am erican Fed­
era tion  o f Radio A r t is ts  fo r  re ­
fus in g  to  pay a $1 assessment to 
f ig h t  the open-shop amendment 
in C a lifo rn ia . A n  o f f ic ia l o f the 
Los Angeles C entra l Labor Coun­
c il commented on the  new o r­
gan iza tion : “ You can’t  make a 
m a rty r  out o f a m illio n a ire  over a 
do lla r b i l l. ”

Wage Freeze To Continue 
While Prices Are Boosted
Government Officials Disclose Hunger Plans 
For Workers, Huge Hand-Outs for Profiteers

B y A r t  PreAs

A partial picture o f the ominous fu tu re  await* 
ing the Am erican workers and return ing  veterans 
was presented last week in a series o f official actions 
and pronouncements by leading agencies and spokes­
men o f the Trum an adm inistration.

Its essential features include growing mass un-
^em ploym ent, wage slash­

ing, increased shortagesNegro Battalion 
Herded Onto Ship 
By Armed Guards

The men in the 34th Construc­
tion  B a tta lio n  (Seabees) have 
been herded like  prisoners or 
c rim ina ls  under “ armed guard 
w ith  draw n bayonets”  aboard 
th e ir  ship bound fo r  the Pacific, 
“ as though they  were re luc tan t 
to  serve th e ir  cou n try .”

The N a tiona l Association fo r  
the Advancem ent o f Colored Peo­
ple sent th is  v igorous p ro te s t on 
A p r i l  27 to  S ecre tary o f the 
N avy  James V. F o rres ta l. “ Th is 
b a tta lio n  has 21 m onths overseas 
service and has proved beyond 
doubt its  a b il i ty  and lo y a lty ,”  
stated the N A A C P  te legram .

S H A M E F U L  T R E A T M E N T
Such sham eful tre a tm e n t was 

accorded the men in  th is  veteran 
B a tta lio n  a fte r  th e ir  hunger 
s tr ik e  on M arch 2-3 in pro test 
aga inst gross m is trea tm e n t and 
d isc rim in a to ry  conditions fo s te r­
ed by th e ir  N e gro -h a tin g  Com­
mander, J. P. MacBean o f H a t­
tiesburg , M ississipp i.

A s a resu lt o f the exposure o f 
these conditions by N egro  organ­
iza tions and the press, the N a vy  
D epartm ent was forced to  remove 
MacBean fro m  his command. 
Now , the N A A C P  claim s, the men 
o f the 34th are being “ hum ilia ted  
and punished”  in  re ta lia tio n .

particularly  iu food, price  
rises and a continuation  
of the wage-freezing L it­
tle Steel fo rm ula .

A t  the same tim e, the govern­
ment intends to continue its  w a r­
tim e  re s tr ic tio n s  on the indepen­
dent actions o f the unions. I t  w i l l  
a tte m p t to enforce the no -s tr ike  
po licy  in a ll industries, w hether 
o r no t they  are on w a r production. 
I t  w i l l  continue to  impose govern­
m ent reg u la tion  o f collective 
ba rga in ing  th rough  the em ployer- 
dom inated W a r Labor Board and 
com pulsory a rb itra tio n .

The p ro fit-b loa ted  corpora tions 
face an a lto ge th e r d iffe re n t 
prospect. The governm ent has 
given them  substan tia l assurances 
th a t th e ir  p ro fit  and m onopoly in - 
. c - w i l l  be fu l ly  safeguarded. 
W ith in  the next tw o  years, the 
w a r p ro fitee rs  are to  be re im ­
bursed w ith  a lm ost $ 6 -b illion  in  
various types o f ta x  rebates.

P rice  ce ilings are to  be fixed 
d u rin g  the  “ reconversion”  period 
to guarantee m anufactu re rs  no t 
less than the abno rm a lly  in fla te d  
prices o f 1942, the th ird  w a r year. 
They arc  assured fu r th e r  price 
increases where “ necessary.”  
These are the in it ia l measures 
planned fo r  the  “ re l ie f  o f the 
greedy.”

The general fea tu res o f the

(Continued on page 2)

GOVERNMENT ASSURES PRICE, 
TAX ‘RELIEF’ TO PROFITEERS

While millions of workers and veterans w ill face total un­
employment and those still working w ill have reductions in 
weekly earnings of from 25 to 40 per cent on a return to a 
40-hour week. Price Administrator Bowles on M ay 11 told the 
manufacturers that they could be assured of prices at the high 
1942 wartime level “ at least.”  Of course, there w ill also be “ a 
few instances in w’hich increases in retail prices above 1942 levels 
will be necessary.”  &— —------------------------------------ —

M oreover, the O PA head assur­
ed the w a r pro fiteers  th a t he re ­
cognized “ im p o rta n t c h a n g e s  
have taken place in  the fac to rs  
a ffe c tin g  production costs.”  He 
sym pathized w ith  reconve rting  
m anufacture rs hav ing  “ to should­
er burdens they could no t bear.”  
And he added s ig n if ic a n tly : “ We 
are no t go ing to d isregard such 
cost increases even te m p o ra rily .”  
Th is is a s igna l fo r  cost-padding 
and a general stampede fo r  O PA 
approval o f  price increases.
This O PA price-boosting scheme 

disguised as “ price co n tro l”  has 
m ere ly w'hetted the appetites o f 
the profiteer«. T h e ir  leg is la tive  
agents, headed by Senator T a f t  
o f Ohio, p ro m p tly  moved to 
scuttle  even the pretense o f price 
con tro l.

On M ay 11, T a f t  proposed be­
fo re  the Senate B ank ing and C ur­
rency Com m ittee to reopen hear­
ings on renewal o f the price con­
tro l act. He claim ed the OPA 
was “ determ ined fa n a tic a lly ”  to 
keep prices a t a “ fixed leve l.”  “ In 
m y op in ion,”  he stated, “ price 
con tro l po licy now in e ffe c t is fa r  
too .strict, even fo r  w a rtim e .”

G ÎF T S  TO M O N O PO LISTS
T a ft  is one o f the spokesmen 

fo r  the b ig  meat, packers. Tw o 
o f them, A lb e rt and Hahn o f C in­
c inna ti, as revealed in Senate 
hearings, con tribu ted substantia l 
sums to his recent election cam­
paign.

On top o f th is  green l ig h t  to  
price-goug ing, B ig  Business was 
prom ised a fu r th e r  w in d fa ll. On 
M ay 11 i t  was announced th a t 
T rum an had “ te n ta tiv e ly  ap­
proved”  a scheme o f the T reasury 
and Congressional “ tax  experts”

to speed in to  the pockets o f the 
m onopolists the vas t sum o f $5,- 
700,000,000 (b illio n s ) in  cash.

T h is  is in  the  fo rm  o f ta x  
re funds and exem ptions a lready 
provided under the federa l ta x  
law^s. The la te s t proposal would 
make these sums im m ed ia te ly  
ava ilable, a lleged ly  fo r  “ recon­
version and post-w 'ar expansion.”

A c tu a lly , i t  w ill go to  add to 
the s taggering  to ta l o f over $40,- 
000,000,000 (b illio n s ) which the 
SEC reports  the Am erican bank­
in g  and in d u s tr ia l p lu tocracy has 
amassed in  w o rk ing  cap ita l (u n ­
d is tribu ted  p ro fits )  ou t o f the 
“ blood, sweat, to il and tears”  o f 
the A m erican masses in  th is  w ar.
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CIO Newsmen's Guild Is Target Of Attack 
By Labor-Hating Publishers Association

B y Dave J e ffr ie s <S) '

The big capitalist newspapers 
have almost unanimously hail­
ed the labor-management “ peace 
charter’’ signed only a fe^v 
weeks ago by W illiam Green 
and Philip Murray. ' P h i s  
“ charter”  recognizes the bosses’ 
rights to unlimited profits un­
der “ free enterprise" in return 
for a promise from Eric John­
ston that the employers w ill en­
gage in collective bargaining 
with the unions “ in good fa ith.”  
How cheaply the employers 
hold this promise is demon­
strated by the actions of the 
very capitalist newspapers that 
have been waxing eloquent over 
the benefits of labor-manage­
ment "peace” in their editorials.

The A p r i l 27 issue o f the Guild 
Reporter, o ff ic ia l organ o f the 
CIO  Am erican .Newspaper Guild, 
te lls  in de ta il how the newspaper 
barons have been conducting 
w h a t i t  ca lls “ an organized, w e ll- 
k n i t  cam paign”  to  “ cripp le  the 
G u ild .”

A s in  the auto industry , the 
m ain s tra tegy  o f the newspaper 
companies has been to fire  key 
union men on flim s y  pretexts. 
Tw o G uild members, inc lud ing the 
shop chairm an, were tired from  
the Hudson (N ew  Jersey) D is­
patch the m inute the Guild sought 
recogn ition  as collective ba rga in ­
in g  agent fo r  the w orkers in  the 
ed ito ria l departm ent. O ther in ­
tim id a tio n s  o f employes have 
fo llow ed. In  nearby Long Branch 
the Long Branch Record fired a 
w o rke r on trum ped-up charges in 
an e f fo r t  to avoid paym ent o f 
severance indem n ity . Both these 
cases are being fou gh t by the 
G uild.

In  Massachusetts, too, the cam­
pa ign  aga inst union organ ization 
and collective b a rga in ing  has 
been proceeding apace. The W or­
cester Telegram  fired the p ro v i­
sional p resident o f the new ly- 
organized local a fte r  he testified 
a t a N a tion a l Labor Relations 
Board hearing  in  an a tte m p t to 
w in  un ion recogn ition . Sixteen 
w orkers  in the c ircu la tio n  depart­
m ent o f the  New Bedford S tand­
ard -T im es were fired in w hat the 
G uild  Reporter called “ a f la g ra n t 
a tte m p t to  crush the G uild be­
fo re  i t  go t s ta rted .”

P U B L IS H E R S ’ TA C TIC S
“ Pub lisher opposition h it  new 

h ighs,”  continued the G uild  Re­
po rte r, “ in tw o  unsuccessful 
M ia m i N L R B  elections, fea tu red 
by a phony cou rt s u it to h a lt  the 
vo tin g , a s lugg ing , and a cam­
pa ign  o f pressure and in tim id a ­
tio n .”  S im ila r tactics were used 
in  W indsor, O ntario  and in  B u f­
fa lo , where the B u ffa lo  News 
blossomed ou t w ith  a company 
union headed by a bosses’ stooge 
who had ju s t been fe ted b y  the 
Ju n io r Chamber o f Commerce.

The b ig  w ire  services, Associa t­
ed Press and U n ited  Press, have 
been conducting a pers is ten t 
cam paign against union recogn i­
tion . H e a rs t’s K in g  Feature Syn­
dicate has con tinu a lly  refused to 
obey a W a r Labo r Board direc­
t iv e  on maintenance o f m em ber­
ship.

T h is  cam paign o f fir in g s  has 
been accompanied by the con ti­
nued re fusa l o f the W LB  News­
paper Commission to  g ra n t any 
substan tia l wage increases or 
o the r benefits to newspaper w o rk ­
ers. The Commission has become 
the ta rg e t o f g ro w in g  resentm ent 
on the p a r t o f newspaper w o rk ­
ers, m any o f whom receive wages 
as low  as $18 a week and others 
on ly  s lig h t ly  more.

T h is  resentm ent w ill undoubt-
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edly be reflected at the com ing 
G uild convention, where a sub- 
ta n tia l section o f the member-1 
sh ip  is expected to  a ttem p t to 
w ithd raw  the no-sttrike pledge 
against the fu rio us  opposition of 
the S ta lin is t-dom ina ted  N e w  
Y ork Local.

Reports Forecast 
Unemployment 
And Wage Slashes

(Continued from  page 1)
a d m in is tra tio n ’s plans and p ro ­
spects fo r  the next yea r are 
embodied in a re p o rt prepared fo r  
T rum an by W a r M ob iliza tion  and 
Reconversion D irec to r Vinson and 
released on May 9. V inson, who 
is now re fe rred  ‘to as the 
“ A ss is tan t P resident,”  outlined 
w ha t was described by the N . Y. 
T im es as a “ Spartan reg im en”  
fo r  the Am erican people.

He adm itted tha t the re  are a l­
ready one m illio n  unemployed 
and tha t there w ill be some 6,- 
500.000 workers and w ar veterans 
seeking jobs du rin g  the next 12 
months. However, he expressed 
the hope tha t many o f these 
would be ou t o f w ork “ on ly 
te m p o ra rily ”  and thought tha t 
the unemployed “ should not 
exceed”  tw o  to twro and one-half 
m illions  a t the end o f 12 months.

U N E M P LO Y M E N T FORECASTS
Vinson based these unem ploy­

m ent estim ates on his extrem e ly 
conservative fo recast o f a one- 
th ird  cut-back in w a r production 
d u rin g  the ne x t year. A c tu a lly , 
as the M ay 5 Business Week 
reveals: “ W ashington t a l k s
pub lic ly  o f a 35 per cent cutback 
in  m un itions, p r iv a te ly  o f 50 per 
cent.”  I t  adds: “ M axim um  fo re ­
seeable unem ploym ent is about
5.000. 000.”

H ow  w i l l  these unemployed
surv ive? V inson po in ts  to  state 
unem ploym ent insurance w ith  
“ m axim um  paym ents”  o f from  
S i5 to  $22 a week. F o r the unem ­
ployed veterans he pointed to 
m axim um  allowances up to  $20 
a week— equiva lent to $10 in pre 
w a r pu rchasing power.

Two days a f te r  V inson offe red 
the prospect o f th is  s ta rva tion  
handout, the U . S. Em ploym ent 
Service revealed th a t governm ent 
o ffic ia ls  are “ puzzled”  over the 
rap id  rise  in  unemployed veterans 
These a 'ready numbered 28,992 
on A p r i l  28— before the o ffic ia l 
end o f the European w ar. A bou t
2.000. 000 more are to  be re turned 
home in the  ne x t year.

Shortages, the  basis fo r  price 
in fla t io n  and b lack m arketeering, 
are to increase. V inson adm its 
there w il l  be “ no ea rly  im prove­
m ent in  the  c iv ilia n  food supply.”  
On the con tra ry , to ta l food sup­
plies w i l l  be 5 to  10 pe r cent 
less nex t year, w h ile  m il ita ry  
requirem ents w i l l  be 5 to  10 per 
cent grea te r. In  general, there 
w i l l  be no g re a t increase in 
c iv ilia n  goods production.

The V inson re p o rt nevertheless 
opposed the “ rem oval o f wage 
con tro ls ,”  w h ile  a d m ittin g  tha t 
“ wages are lik e ly  to be forced 
downward ra th e r than upw ard ”  
and th a t “ i t  w i l l  no t be possible 
to  assure every w o rke r th a t  his 
takehome pay w i l l  rem ain u n ­
changed.”  There w ill bo an in ­
creasing re tu rn  to  the 40 hour 
week, e lim ina tion  o f overtim e pay 
and a general d ras tic  reduction o f 
w eekly wages.

On M ay 10, the day fo llo w in g  
V inson’s report, the W I.B  fo llo w ­
ed up w ith  a pronouncement in ­
d ica ting  how th is  po licy o f wage 
slashing is to  be m aintained. 
W LB  Chairm an T a y lo r stated at 
a news conference tha t the gov­
ernm ent Intends to  shackle the 
w orkers w ith  the no -s trike  pledge 
u n til the end o f the w ar w ith  
Japan and th a t i t  “ covers a ll 
p lan ts”  w hether producing w a r 
goods o r c iv ilia n .

E m p ire  State Scrubwomen Vote S trike !

T RADE UNION  
 NOTES 

By Joseph Kelle r

Shop stewards and members of Local 32-J, AFL Building Service Employes taking a 
vote on May 5 in their meeting room at the Empire State Building, New York.

strike

Skyscraper Scrubwomen 
Fight V ile  Conditions

B y E ve lyn  A tw ood
Everybody knows about the 102 story Empire State Build­

ing, tallest and showiest in the world. Tourists visit it. A wealthy 
corporation owns it. The rich occupy it. But who knows any­
thing about the cleaning women who to il and sweat throughout 
the nights to keep its swanky offices clean and shiny?

“ They don’t  care no th in g  about 
us poor scrub wom en,”  said one 
o f them  to  me when I  in te rv iew ed
a g roup  o f them  on M ay 11, a t 
the "o ffices o f th e ir  local union 
32-J, A F L  B u ild in g  Service E m ­
ployes, a t 250 W est 57th S treet, 
New Y o rk  C ity . “ W e asked fo r  
on ly  a n icke l an hour ra ise, and 
the W ar Labor Board tu rned i t  
down —  a fte r  g iv in g  us the ru n ­
around fo r  m on ths!”

The women were tense and 
f ig h t in g  mad. L a s t week, they 
said, they demanded a s tr ike . B u t 
they were prevailed upon to w a it 
another ten days pending f u r ­
th e r negotia tions.

H er black eyes flash in g , one 
o f the women to ld  me about th e ir 
w o rk in g  conditions and pay. “ We

get 55 cents an hour straight 
time for seven hours and 96 cents 
with overtime. A ll of us work 
twelve hours because we just 
couldn’t live without overtime. 
All of us have kids— some as 
many as six or eight and you 
can’t feed them on $19 a week.” 
CONDITIONS OF WORK 

The women are ruthlessly
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speeded up in  tire overtim e w ork. 
“ We have to  cover about 11,000 
square fee t o f space in  ou r re g ­
u la r tim e ,”  they to ld  me. “ Then 
we have to  clean and scrub the 
same am ount o f space in  the five  
hours o f overtim e.”  One o f *he 
women added in d ig n a n tly : “ And 
don 't th in k  we can leave unless 
a ll the space is finished-—even 
i f  we have to  fin is h  i t  on our 
own t im e !”

The w ork  is d ir ty  and physic­
a lly  exhausting. In  add ition to 
lu g g in g  around th e ir  b ig, heavy 
mops and brooms, the women ex­
p lained: “ We have to  p u ll tw o 
heavy w a te r tanks on wheels 
down ha lls  th a t are each a block 
long, and we have to lu g  them 
from  f lo o r  to  f lo o r .”  These tanks 
weigh hundreds o f pounds and 
“ are so heavy th e y  are enough 
to p u ll you r insides out.”  In  fac t, 
they  said, m any women are ru p ­
tu red  and others develop perm a­
nent in te rn a l disorders.

The women mop, dust, polish 
and clean the offices, the to ile ts , 
the k itchens w h ich have swanky 
d in in g  rooms on some o f the 
floo rs . They em pty thousands o f 
ash trays , hundreds o f trash  bas­
kets, in to  huge sacks. The sacks 
when fu l l  are a lm ost f iv e  fee t 
high and h a lf as b ig  around. Each 
sack weighs a t least 125 pounds. 
“ One o f us had to lu g  tw en ty -five  
o f those sacks to  the fre ig h t ele­
va to r, one day. She g o t so sick 
she never could come back.”

On F ridays and Saturdays, they 
said, they must clean the carpets 
tho rough ly . “ We use a big hose 
— som ething like  the hose f ir e ­
men use. I t  weighs a t least 150 
pounds. One o f the older women 
reca lled: “ Once I  g o t sick fo r 
tw o  weeks, a fte r the hosing. 1 
ju s t couldn’t  move m yse lf out 
o f bed.”  A no ther woman rem a rk ­
ed: “ You should see the sweat 
ro ll down us— ju s t lik e  we were 
horses. And some o f us get fever 
and sickness from  going ou t a ll 
covered w ith  sweat.”

S W A N K Y  O FFIC ES
I  inqu ired w h a t k ind o f offices 

they w orked in  and who owned 
them. One o f the women w orks 
in the offices o f the duPont Com­
pany which has several f lo o rs  in  
the bu ild ing . “ I t ’s fu l l  o f fancy 
fu rn itu re  and expensive rugs 
fro m  one end to the o ther.”  On 
Christm as, she said, duPont used 
to  g ive the clean ing women $5. 
Last year they cu t i t  to  $2.50. 
(duP on t’s net. p ro fits  fo r  1944 
were on ly  $80,870,106).

A no the r wom an w orks in  the 
Schenley D is ti l l in g  Company o f­
fices. “ On the 37th f lo o r  they 
have the  sw ellest re s ta u ra n t and 
ba r where the y  th ro w  b ig , ex­
pensive parties. Us c leaning w o­
men have to  clean up th e ir  mess 
a fte r  these b ig  pa rties ,”  she 
raged. The big-shots leave crum ­
bled crackers and food a ll over 
the place and on the carpets. And 
we’re the ones th a t have to  pick 
up  a ll the em pty bo ttles, p u t 
them  in  cases and drag  them  out 
— case a f te r  ease o f empties.

“ And you know, Schenley’s 
w on’t  even g ive a scrub woman a

Seamen’s Pay Cut 
While Operators 
Rake in Profits

B y A r t  Sharon
The merchant seamen are 

squaring away for a struggle 
I to preserve .their present con- 
I ditions against the onslaught 
of the ship operators and the 

I government. The proposal to 
cut the seamen's bonus, report­
ed in last week’s M ilitan t, is 
only the first move in the op- 

| erators-government campaign.
W ith  the end o f the European 

w ar, the three-year-long subm ar­
ine menace in  the A tla n t ic  and 
ad jacent w aters is over. I t  has 
cost the lives o f over 6000 m er­
chant seamen, to  m ention no th ing  
o f the un to ld  hardships fo r  tho u ­
sands who spent up to  3 months 
in  lifeboats  a fte r  the s in k ing  or 
bom bing o f th e ir  ships. H a rd ly  
a seaman who sailed d u rin g  the 
past three years escaped the dan­
gers and tr ib u la tio n s  th a t the w a r 
brought.

While he braved the torpedoes, 
the dive bombers and the icy wa­
ters of the “Murmansk run’’ the 
merchant seaman was the hero in 
dungarees. Medals and ribbons by 
Ihe thousands were freely offered 
by the government errand boys 
of the ship operators. More ma­
terial rewards asked for by the 
seamen, such as improvement in 
living quarters in the floating 
death traps, better food to eat on 
voyages that sometimes lasted a 
year and more, restoration of pre­
viously cut bonuses, etc., received 
the familiar and obnoxious an­
swer, “Don’t you know there’s a 
war on?”

The S ta lin is t leaders o f  one 
section o f the seamen, the CIO 
N a tion a l M a ritim e  U n ion , s im p ly  
urged more sacrifice above and 
beyond the  o rd in a ry  demands of 
the w a rtim e  m erchant service, as 
a “ sure w a y”  to  convince the 
governm ent and ship operators 
th a t the seamen were w o rth y  o f 
be tte r trea tm e n t “ a f te r  the w a r.”

M ine Union A ffilia tio n
The labo r re p o rte r fo r  the New 

Y o rk  Post. V ic to r  Riesel, states 
fro m  San Francisco in  h is M ay 9 
column th a t “ John L . Lew is w il l  
take his 600,000 fo llow e rs  back 
in to  the A F L  w ith in  a fe w  
weeks.”  The Post rep o rte r was 
to ld  th is by A F L  President Green, 
“ who is here today to  consult 
w ith  U . S. delegates to  the W orld  
S ecurity  Confei-ence.”

Riesel quotes Green a« s ta tin g : 
“ The U n ited  M ine W orkers w il l  
be a p a rt o f the  A F L  before long. 
This is m y personal opin ion based 
on the fac ts  and occurrences o f 
the past weeks.”

T h is  is the f irs t  de fin ite  s ta te ­
ment o f th is  na tu re  fro m  any 
h igh  A F L  o ffic ia l. I t  would in d i­
cate th a t the A F L  intends to  ad­
m it the U M W  once the hard coal 
s tr ik e  is over.

The x-eaffiliation o f the  U M W  
would boost the A F L ’.s m ember­
ship to over 8,500,000. Such a 
move is lik e ly  to presage an in ­
tensifica tion o f the c o n flic t be­
tween the A F L  and CIO, w ith  the 
hand o f the c ra f t  un ion chiefs 
strengthened aga inst in d u s tr ia l 
union organ iza tion , Riesel con­
tends.

workers and bo ls te ring  the wage­
freez ing  W LB .

T h is  re tre a t is s t i l l  less ju s t i­
fied in  the face o f the general 
an ti- la b p r o ffensive o f  the cor- 
porations today, w h ich T e x tile  
Labor desex-ibes in the very same 
issue.

M oreover, R ieve’s a c t i o n  
throw s l ig h t  on the whole bureau­
c ra tic  m anner in  w hich the no­
s tr ike  p o licy  has been fo is ted  on 
the w orkers. Rieve and the top  
un ion o ffic ia ls  p u t over the no­
s tr ike  pledge. Then the y  w ith ­
drew  it .  Then they arb itx-arily  
re-imposed it .  B u t w ha t d id  the  
w orkers  have to  say in  a ll th is?  
N o th in g . They were never con­
sulted about the no -s trike  po licy  
to  begin w ith .

B u t i f  Rieve can w ith d ra w  the 
pledge when he .sees f it ,  w hy can’t  
the w orkers?  E specia lly  since i t  
was h is pledge and no t the irs .

*  *  *

Auto F inns F ire  Vets
Ford, C h rys le r and General M o­

to rs  have s ta rted  a cam paign o f 
f ir in g  re tu rned veterans under the 
p re te x t th a t they are compelled 
to  do so by the se n io rity  te rm s 
o f the CIO U n ited  A utom obile  
W orkers contracts.

The M a y  15 U nited A u to  W o rk ­
er, Service men’s ed ition, exposes 
th is  a tte m p t to  in c ite  the re ­
turned soldiers against the w o rk ­
ers and the unions.

A t  C h rys le r Dodge in  Chicago, 
fo r  instance, 50 veterans were 
fired w ith  the blame being th row n 
on the union. A t  Ford L inco ln  in  
D e tro it three were discharged 
w ith  the same propaganda. The 
union paper reveals th a t both 
these companies, as w e ll as Gen­
era l M otors, have fo r  e igh t 
m onths refused to  s ign a Model 
C ontract clause to  pro tect ve te r­
ans who have no t previously 
worked in  these companies and 
g ive them  sen io rity  fo r  th e ir  
tim e  in  service. Some 10 other 
companies have already accepted 

I it .
I In  the cases c ited a t F o rd

IIo w  Not to W in
The w orkers  a t M acv’s D e part­

m ent Store in  New  Y o rk  C ity , 
the la rge st departm ent store in  
the w or'd , have in it ia te d  a cam­
paign fo r  wage increases and 
against wage cuts. D epartm ent 
store employes are among the 
lowest paid w orkers in  Am erica, 
w h ile  departm ent store p ro fits  
have soared more than a 1000 per 
cent since 1939. However, th e ir  
union, Ix ica l 1-s, CIO U n ited  Re­
ta il, W holesale and D epartm ent 
Store Employes, is dom inated by 
S ta lin is ts , whose idea o f p u ttin g  
up a f ig h t is a le a fle t d is tribu te d  
to customers a f te r  c losing tim e  
asking the customers to  w r ite  
le tte rs  to the management. The 
m ost p rom inen t fea tu re  o f  the 
le a fle t is  the heading, “ We W ill , „  ,
N o t S trike ! T h a t’s W hy W e’re  and C hrys le r Dodge the  paper 
A sk in g  You To Help U s !”  | reports  th a t:  N e ithe r C h rys le r

nor Ford had to  la y  o f f  those 
veterans E V E N  U N D E R  E X IS T ­
IN G  C O N T R A C T  P R O V I­
S IO N S !”  The con tra c t p ro ­
vides th a t those n o t employed 
less than s ix  m onths are proba­
tio n a ry  and have no sen io rity . 
The companies de libe ra te ly  se­
lected veterans fo ir d ism issal when 
th e y  were fre e  to  la y  o f f  o ther 
non-veterans. Th is was done to  
in it ia te  an a tta ck  on the unions 
and create an ti-un ion  sentim ent 
among re tu rned soldiers.

“ As soon as the union exposed 
these facts, the veterans were 
offered re insta tem ent.”  says the 
U A W  paper. B u t no t before the 
da ily  press made a lo t o f a n t i­
labor cap ita l out. o f the incidents.

sandwich or a glass o f g ing er 
ale! W e f in d  a ll the le ft-o ve r food 
th row n away in  the gal'bage next 
day. Then we have to c a r t i t  
ou t.”  Deeply incensed, she add­
ed: “ Tlxe place has to  be cleaned 
up good too. I f  they  f in d  a speck 
o f dust, we’re  reported to  the o f­
fice the next day.”

One o f the women repox-ted 
;ha t she worked in  the B. x-. 
Goodrich suite o f offices, w h ich 
also occupies a whole flo o r. “ I t  
looks like  a m u lti-m ill io n a ire ’s 
place. Mai'oon rugs and w h ite  k id  
fu rn itu re . I t ’s no fun  to  clean a ll 
the f in g e r m arks and spots o f f  
th a t w h ite  fu rn itu re  and w h ite  
wood-work too.”  A  m om ent la te r 
she remembered: “ They d idn ’t  
leave an y th in g  a t a ll fo r  me fo r  
C hristm as.”
ORA FLOORS

The w o rs t “ space”  in  the bu ild ­
ing, they a ll agreed, is the OPA 
offices on the th ird  and fo u rth  
floors . “ F o r one th in g  you have 
to cover about 20,000 square feet 
o f space,”  they said. The floors 
are unwaxed and m ust be scrub­
bed every day. The confusion, 
f ilth  and m ountains o f trash  make 
w ork on these floo rs  “ a n ig h t­
mare”  fo r  the women.

As a consequence, the  over­
seer, who goes around on sur­
prise v is its  to  catch women who 
m ig h t be ta k in g  a m om ent’s rest, 
uses the O PA flo o rs  as a club 
over th e ir  heads.. “ I f  I  see you 
lo a fin g , I ’l l  send you down to  
Three and F o u r,”  he threa tens 
them. A nd  m any tim es he does 
send them  down. “ A  li t t le ,  sk inny 
woman,”  the y  to ld  me, “ alm ost 
k illed  he rse lf before the y  took 
her o f f  th a t f lo o r. She had s ix  
ch ildren to  take care o f too.”

Just before I  le ft ,  one o f tlxe 
women pointed w ith  disdain to  a 
“ sym pathetic”  piece in a ca p ita l­
is t  papex-. “ We don’t  w an t sym ­
pathy,”  she said. “ We aren’t  
cripp led and we’re ready to  work. 
B u t we w an t our r ig h ts . We w ant 
the five  cents an hour raise th a t ’s 
com ing to  us. And i f  we have to 
s tr ik e  to  get it ,  the elevator boys 
and porte rs are going ou t w ith  
us.”

O PERATORS PROSPER
On the o ther hand, the ship op­

erators have done ve ry  w e ll fo r  
themselves d u rin g  the w ar. F rom  
A ug ust 1939 to  Pearl H arbor, the 
avei’age opera ting  p ro fits  per 
dead-weight ton per m onth fo r  
the unsubsidized lines rose fro m  
$1.26 to  $3.70. Those o f the un­
subsidized lines w ent up fro m  
$1.51 to  $4.29.

The p ro fits  o f  the shipp ing 
lines w e n t up ixx d irec t p ropo r­
tio n  to the num ber o f seamen k i l l ­
ed and maimed. W hen the sub­
m arines and dive bombers were 
the m ost active the cash take o f 
the opei'ators w en t up phenomen­
a lly . To the questions o f various 
governm ent com m ittees about 
th e ir  unusual p ro fits , the shipp ing 
moguls to ld  o f the te rr ib le  risks 
th a t were be ing  taken b y  the 
m erchant m arine. Such testim ony 
proved su ffic ie n t to  stop any se­
rious a tte m p t to  t r im  th e ir  p ro ­
fits.

The s in k ing  o f fre ig h te rs  w ith  
crews o f 50 to 60 d u rin g  the w ar 
b rought insurance paym ent fa r  
in  excess o f the o rig in a l prices 
paid. Fortune magazine fo r  
November 1944 te lls  the s to ry  o f 
how one ship opei'a tor received 
$727,000 in insurance fo r  an old 
tub bought fo r  $48,000 some years 
befox-e. This was the usual prac­
tice. Increased subm arine a c tiv ­
ity  m eant lush p ro fit  to  the ship 
in g  lines.

Fortune magazine, in  the cited 
a rtic le , states, “ incredible as it  
may seem, sh ipp ing is now pros 
perous. The assets o f many com 
panies have doubled and treb led ; 
some have been m u ltip lie d  five  
and ten tim es since the w ar be- 
gan.”

The only people inspired by 
such a headline are the em­
ployers.

Rieve Retreats
President E m il Rieve o f the 

CIO T e x tile  W orkers has used 
the a u th o r ity  g ranted h im  by the 
un ion ’s N a tion a l Executive Coun­
c il to  re-impose the no -s trike  po l­
icy on the 100,000 co tton -rayon 
w orkers freed by the Council fro m  
the no -s trike  pledge la s t Feb. 20. 
Th is .step backward was taken on 
A p r i l 10 in a le tte r to  the local 
unions involved and the W LB , re ­
ports  the M ay 1 T e x tile  Labor.

The previous rescind ing o f the 
r.o-strike  pledge together w ith  
Rieve’s res ignation  fro m  the 
W LB  got more rea l action ou t o f 
the W L B  and the ad m in is tra tion  
in  one day than m onths o f p ro­
longed hearings and pleadings. 
The W LB  hastened to  announce 
a 55 cent wage m in im um  and va r­
ious o the r concessions p rev ious ly  
w ithhe ld  fro m  the te x tile  w orkers.

These concessions were at best 
p re tty  sm all and fa r  less than the 
union had demanded. C e rta in ly  
they were no w a rra n t fo r  once 
more p u ttin g  the no -s trike  noose 
around the neck o f the te x tile

LOS ANGELES  
SOUTH SIDE

Labor Bookshop
8026 SEVILLE  A VEN UE  

SOUTH GATE  
Carries a Full Line of 

Pioneer Publishers Works 
All Marxist Classics

MINNEAPOLIS
M ilitan t Readers’ 
Discussion Club

Saturday, June 2, 8 p. m.

"American Workers Need 
A Labor Party Now”  

Discussion Leader:

Oscar C oover 
10 S. Fourth Street 

Admission Free Main 7781

In Philadelphia 
Buy

TH E  M IL IT A N T
and

FOURTH IN TER N A TIO N A L
at

LABOR FORUM
405 W. Girard Avenue 

and 13th and Market St., 
N.W. corner

AKRON
Bi-W eekly

M ilita n t Club Forum
Sunday, May 20, 7 p. m.

"Germany, What Next?”  
Speaker: SAM SILVERS  

39 E. Market ¡Street Room 408 
Admission Free
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'Peace Pact' Is Smokescreen For Anti-Union Drive
B y Joseph K e lle r

The top national committees of the CIO, A FL and U. S. 
Chamber of Commerce have all hastened to form ally adopt the 
so-called capital-labor “ postwar peace charter’’ designed in secret 
and signed by the respective heads of these bodies, Philip M ur­
ray, W illiam  Green and Eric Johnston. On May 4, the executive 
council of the A F L  and the Board of Directors of the C. of C„ 
following the previous action of the CIO National Executive 
Board, ratified the “ peace pact."’5>

A s on a ll o th e r questions o f 
m a jo r po licy, the ranks o f the la ­
bo r unions were ne ithe r consulted 
r.o r pe rm itted  to  vote on the 
“ peace cha rte r.”  I t  is being 
th ru s t down th e ir  th roa ts  in  the 
same fash ion as the w a rtim e  
“ peace cha rte r,”  d ra fte d  in  the 
week a fte r  Pearl H a rbo r. T h is  
deprived the w orkers o f the  r ig h t  
to  s tr ik e  w h ile  the em ployers re ­
mained free to underm ine collec­
tiv e  ba rga in ing  and amass colos­
sal p ro fits .

B u t even as the union leaders 
t r y  to  sell labor on the idea th a t 
the em ployers are chang ing th e ir 
s tripes and m oving in  the d irec­
t io n  o f “ good w i l l ”  tow ard the 
unions, they are compelled to  re ­
g is te r com pla ints. These belie 
the fic tion  th a t the cap ita lis ts  are 
in terested in  an y th in g  b u t ex­
pand ing th e ir  p ro fits  and in tens i­
fy in g  th e ir  e xp lo ita tion  o f labor.

W A R N S  OF “ C O N S P IR A C Y ”
Thus, on M ay 8, P h ilip  M u rra y  

addressed a le tte r  to a ll CIO a f ­
filia tes  cha rg ing  th a t a “ danger­
ous and w ell-o rgan ized conspir­
acy”  is being conducted to  destroy 
the  N a tion a l Labor Relations 
A c t. T h is  basic law  is supposed 
to  guarantee the r ig h t  o f collec­
tiv e  barga in ing .

The sole “ concession”  made to  
labo r in  the “ peace cha rte r,”  the 
recogn ition  o f collective ba rga in ­
in g  r ig h ts , according to M u rra y , 
is  being fu r io u s ly  assailed by the 
“ representatives o f the M ich igan 
autom obile lobby and the power­
f u l  food lobby, the same food lob­
by w h ich has operated w ith  such 
disastrous effectiveness in  con­
nection w ith  the cu rre n t OPA 
hearings.”

M u rra y  need no t have lim ite d  
h im se lf to  these tw o m a jo r cap i­
ta lis t groups. The tru th  is th a t 
every sing le  im p o rta n t section o f 
in d u s try  —  steel, rubber, o il, sh ip­
b u ild in g  —  is equally involved in  
th is  an ti- la b o r conspiracy. T h e ir 
m ost pow erfu l o rgan iza tion , the 
N a tion a l Associa tion o f M anufac­
tu re rs , has openly adm itted i t  is 
engaged in  a leg is la tive  d rive  to 
ou tlaw  s trikes  and the closed 
shop th rough  a 5 -po in t program

dra fte d  jo in t ly  w ith  the Chamber 
o f Commerce.

The “ peace ch a rte r”  is c o n triv ­
ed as a smokescreen o f benevol­
ence behind which the employers 
can slam  away a t labor. M urray  
and Green, however, ba llyhoo it  
as a pre requ is ite  fo r  postwar 
“ p ro spe rity ,”  “ 60,000,000 jobs,”  
“ h ig h  wages,”  etc. They contend 
th a t i f  on ly  cap ita l and labor 
would “ ge t tog e the r”  in  the .sp irit 
o f b ro th e rly  love —  and on con­
d itio n  th a t the  cap ita lis ts  are 
guaranteed th e ir  “ p re roga tives”  
to con tro l and run A m erican econ­
om y as they please —  then a ll 
w ould be hunky-do ry  fo r  the 
workers.

IN D U S T R IA L  W A R

T his  ve ry  basis o f the “ peace 
cha rte r”  is absurd. O n ly the past 
week, the governm ent spokesmen 
fo r  B ig  Business, as reported on 
the f ro n t  page o f  th is  issue of 
The M il ita n t  fo rm a lly  revealed 
some o f th e ir  plans and perspec­
tives. They fo recast r is in g  mass 
unem ploym ent, w a g e  slashes, 
price  in fla tio n . They foresee not 
in d u s tr ia l “ peace”  bu t in d u s tria l 
w ar, w h ich they propose to fo re ­
s ta ll s im p ly  by  d isa rm in g  the 
w orkers w ith  the continued en­
forcem ent o f the no -s trike  po licy 
and com pulsory a rb itra tio n .

W ill mere “ in d u s tr ia l ha rm ony”  
under the  m onopoly “ free  en ter­
p rise ”  system  ensure fu l l  em ploy­
m ent? Even Senator George, 
au thor o f the governm ent's b ill 
on reconversion, on M ay 14 cyn­
ic a lly  rejected the po ss ib ility  o f 
p ro v id in g  60,000,000 jobs. Such 
a goal, he cla im s, would require  
“ the m ost r ig id  reg im en ta tion  we 
ever had in  peace . . . we can’t  
reach any such a rb itra ry  figure 
as. 60,000,000 jobs w ith o u t con­
tro ll in g  in d u s try  its e lf. ”  N a tu r­
a lly , he opposes such “ reg im en t­
a tion .”

I t  is the re fo re  a transparen t 
fra u d  when M u rra y , Green and 
th e ir  lieutenan ts te ll labo r to  
subm it peacefu lly to  the anarchy 
e f “ free  en terprise”  and the “ pre^ 
rogatives”  o f the ca p ita lis t p ro ­
fiteers as a guarantee o f secur­
ity .

6 -

IT PAYS TO MONOPOLIZE!
The h is to ry  o f the A lum inum  Co. o f Am erica  reveals th a t 

i t  pays to  monopolize. In  the 50 years since the M ellon dy ­
nasty incorporated as the  P ittsb u rg h  Reduction Co. in  1888, 
up to  1939, its  ne t income exceeded $335 m illio n .

In  the 24 years from  1889 through 1912 the M ellon fa m ily  
reaped $33 m illio n  on an o rig in a l investm ent o f $2 m illio n .

T hrough  th e ir  m onopoly on the  na tio n ’s a lum inum  indus­
try ,  the M ellons shook down an average annual re tu rn  on in ­
vested cap ita l as fo llo w s : 35.7 per cent fro m  1905 to  1908; 
17.6 per cent from  1909 to  1914; 19.3 per cent from  1915 to  
1918; 9.4 per cent in  1919 and 1920. D u rin g  the 1921-22 de­
pression the fa m ily  books showed a loss o f 2.3 per cent, bu t 
from  1923 to  1929 they recuperated handsomely w ith  a re tu rn  
o f 10.2 per cent. In  the 1930-34 depression the M ellons m an­
aged to  scrape by w ith  a 2.6 per cent re tu rn . The pinch o f 
the depression was fo llowed by a 12 per cent p ro fit  on inves t­
ed cap ita l from  1935 to  1939.

W ith  the outbreak o f the  Second W orld  W ar, however, the 
M ellons began to re a lly  make good. .Net p ro fits  leaped from  $15 
m illio n  in  1938 to  $36 m illio n  in  1939. S k il lfu lly  converting  
w ar orders in to  fa m ily  p ro fits , the Mjellons adm itted ne t p ro fits  
o f $44 m illio n  in  1940, $40 m illio n  in  1911, $33 m illio n  in  1942, 
$42 m illio n  in  1943, and $31 m illio n  in  1944.

The M ellons did not overlook converting  governm ent sub­
sidies in to  fa m ily  p rope rty . In  1938 to ta l assets were lis ted  as 
$253 m illio n . B y 1941 they mushroomed to  $427 m illio n . A t  
the close o f 1943 to ta l assets appeared on the ledger sheets 
as $610 m illio n !

“ E q u a lity  o f sacrifice ”  fo r  the w orke rs ; m onopoly fo r  the 
cap ita lis ts— the M ellon balance sheets show the re ’s no be tte r 
fo rm u la  fo r  im p rov in g  fa m ily  fo rtun es !

ST. PAUL WARD WORKERS 
NEED MILITANT PROGRAM

B y  Jack Pearson
ST. PAUL, Minn., May 12. 

— Recently a Twin Cities paper 
carried a half-page story on 
“ Women in the Trade Unions”  
with pictures of two local union 
organizers —  Signe Santabacha 
of Local 215 of the Internation­
al Longshoremen and Ware­
housemen’s union and Mrs. 
Baker of the United Gas, Coke 
and Chemical Workers, both 
CIO unions.

These local S ta lin is ts  were in ­
terviewed by a .s ta ff w r ite r ,  who, 
in g low ing  term s, to ld  o f the

r
TO ALL M IL ITA N T READERS:

Sunday M ay  2 7  is The Last Day  
Of The M ilita n t Sub Campaign 

T H E  M IL IT A N T  cordially invites a ll readers and friends to help us on the last day o f e 
our campaign. A ll the branches o f the Socialist W orkers Party listed below are m obilizing th e ir  
members on Sunday, May 2 7 th , attem pting to double our orig inal goal and reach 2 0 ,0 0 0  new 
subscribers. Come to our headquarters; go out w ith our comrades; and celebrate the achieve­
ments w ith us afterwards. £

Chicago
3 M obilizations!

No. S ide: B elm ont a t Damen 
11 a. vt.

N . W . Side: P u lask i a t N o rth  Avenue 
11a. m.

So. S ide: 47th and S. P arkw ay
11:30 a. vt.

* * *

Dinner and Dancing at 3 p. vt. 
160 N. W ells S treet, Room 317

New York
2 Mobilizations

M anha ttan :
116 U n iv e rs ity  Place

B roo k lyn :
571 P ac ific  S tree t
Both at 10 a. vt.

* * *

Joint Social 5 p. m . 
116 U n iv e rs ity  Place

Los Angeles
3 Mobilizations

12 Noon
Los Angeles and v ic in ity :

232 S. H i l l  S treet, Room 200-05 
Long Beach and San Pedro:

1008 S. P acific , Room 214, San Pedro 
Southgate and v ic in ity :

8026 Seville  Avenue, Southgate 

City-W ide Dinner
232 S. H i l l  S treet, a t 6 p. m. 1

Toledo
Sub M obilization

1 p. vt.
Followed by Social 

905 Jefferson, Room 304

Newark
Sub M obilization

10:30 a. vt.
Gala Social After 

423 S p ring fie ld  Avenue

Buffalo
Sub M obilization

2 p. vi.
Social at 7 p. vt.

950 M :.in S treet, Room 5

Detroit
Sub M obilization

12 Noon-
Followed by Social 

3513 W oodward Avenue

Seattle
Sub M obilization

12 Noon
Buffet Supper at 5:30 
19191/2 Second Avenue

Philadelphia
Sub M obilization

11:30 a. vi. 
Followed by a Social 
405 W . G ira rd  Avenue

Milwaukee
Sub M obilization

9:43 a. m.
926 N. P lank ing ten , Room 21

Reading
Sub M obilization

10 a. m.
8th  and W indsor

Cleveland
Sub M obilization

12 Noon
1446 E ast 82nd Street.

Akron
Sub M obilization

2:30 p. m.
Buffet Dinner at 5:30 

6 Everett. B ldg.
39 E. M a rke t S tree t

Boston
Sub M obilization

/  p. VI.

W O R KERS E D U C A T IO N A L  C E N TE R  
30 S tu a rt S tree t

Twin Cities
Sub M obilization

10 a. m. to 5 
Followed by Supper Party 

10 S. 4 th  S tree t 
M inneapo lis

Newark Carmen’s 
Demands Turned 
Down Dy the WLB

N EW ARK, May 8. —  After 
ten months of hearings and 
“ study,”  the War Labor Board 
yesterday denied v irtua lly  all 
of the demands of the AFL 
Amalgamated Association of 
Street and Electric Railway and 
Motor Coach Employees of 
America, whose contract with 
the Public Service Coordinated 
T ransport Company expired 
last July.

The Board granted a five-cent 
an hour increase, re troa c tive  to 
the e xp ira tion  o f  the previous 
contract. The increase o f f iv e  
cents, which now brings the 
ho u rly  ra te  to n ine ty-five  cents 
an hour, was g ran ted  on the basis 
o f p a r ity  w ith  the  New  Y o rk  
d rivers, who have been rece iv ing  
th a t ra te  fo r  several years. The 
Union had o r ig in a lly  demanded 
an increase o f ten  cents, bu t la te r 
agreed to  a five-cent increase and 
authorized a s tr ik e  ca ll i f  i t  were 
to be denied.

The U n ion ’s demand fo r  tim e 
and a h a lf  pay beyond e igh t hours 
a day and fo r ty  hours a week was 
denied.

The Board also re jected the 
un ion ’s demand fo r  a guaranteed 
w o rk  week, ho liday pay and an 
increased vacation schedule. These 
demands were denied on the  basis 
o f non -con fo rm ity  w ith  “ standard 
practice”  in the in du s try .

News o f the W L B  decision has 
caused widespread ind igna tion  
amongst the men. F o r years th e ir 
f ig h t to im prove the ro tten  condi­
tions imposed upon them  by 
one o f A m erica ’s most pow erfu l 
corpora tions has been g re a tly  
hampered by the lim ita tio n s  o f 
a hide-bound c ra f t  union o rgan­
iza tion . The present decision o f 
the W LB  has served on ly to  in ­
crease th e ir  d issa tis fac tion

Recognition o f th is  fa c t was 
expressed today in a s ta tem ent on 
the decision by one o f the U n ion ’s 
o ffic ia ls . He said to  The M il ita n t  
correspondent: "W e g o t no th ing  
th a t we couldn’t  have gotten 
d ire c tly  fro m  the company a year 
ago. A l l  th a t the W L B  gave us 
was a n icke l and a headache.”

Ford Local 600 
Demands End of 
No-Strike Pledge

(C ontinued fro m  page 1)

G ran t p u t the  m otion to a vote 
and i t  passed.

A s  a member o f the com m ittee 
from  the local executive board, 
Yost had been selected to  read 
one o f the S ta lin is t prepared re ­
solutions. A le r t  to  the occasion, 
he observed th a t the S ta lin is ts  
had in adve rten tly  placed him  in  
a position to put the question o f 
the no -s trike  pledge to  an honest 
vote fo r  the f irs t  tim e in  the his­
to ry  o f Local 600. He proceeded 
to incorporate in the  reso lution 
on the L it t le  Steel Form ula  a re ­
solve ca llin g  fo r  the revocation 
o f the no -s trike  pledge and the 
ho ld ing o f a na tiona l labo r h o li­
day i f  the em ployers and th e ir 
governm ent refuse to  com ply 
w ith  the w orkers ’ demands con­
cern ing the L it t le  Steel Form ula 
and reconversion po licy.

The S ta lin is ts  were n o t the 
on ly  group chilled by the reso lu­
tion . Concerning Thomas, Leon­
ard, G ran t and o th e r o fficers o f 
the In te rn a tio n a l U n ion  on the 
p la tfo rm  Y os t s ta ted: “ I  could 
hear th e ir  fa t  jow ls  s lapp ing the 
p la tfo rm  in consternation when 
1 read the reso lu tion .”  A lthough  
s lig h tly  exaggerated, th is  is not 
too bad a descrip tion  o f the p ro ­
ceedings.

Thomas, who has toadied to  the 
governm ent d u rin g  the w a r years 
b u t is h ig h ly  sensitive to the m il i­
ta n t v ib ra tions  o f the ra n k  and file  
auto w orkers delivered an a g ita ­
tio n a l speech in  w h ich he castig ­
ated the governm ent fo r  its  lack 
o f fo re s ig h t in  p repa ring  fo r  the

g re a t jo b  these tw o were do­
ing  in  th e ir  respective positions.

Local 215 is the St. Paul M on t­
gom ery W ard local. The organ­
ize r o f th is  local, on be ing asked 
w h a t was the h igh  po in t in  her 
c a r e e r ,  rep lied  as fo llow s. 
“ K E E P IN G  T H E  W A R D  W  O RK- 
ERS FRO M  G O IN G  O U T ON 
S T R IK E  L A S T  Y E A R  W A S  T H E  
H A R D E S T  A N D  G R E A TE S T 
T A S K  I  E V E R  P E R F O R M E D .”

In  th is  she has som eth ing in  
common w ith  Sewell L. A ve ry . I t  
was also his m ost t ry in g  and d i f ­
f icu lt period. In  th is  k ind  o f 
s t r i k e  - b reaking perform ance 
th is  S ta lin is t perform ed a service 
fo r  A m erica ’s No. 1 un ion-hater 
and would-be Fascist. By her 
owA admission she has become the 
agent o f the ca p ita lis t class in ­
stead o f ac ting  in  the in te res t of 
the workers.

To fo llo w  the course o f the 
S ta lin is t (C om m unist P a rty ) 
leadership means de feat fo r  the 
W ard w orkers and the w reck ing  
o f the  once -m ilitan t local. I t  is 
tim e  to  ca ll a h a lt and s ta r t  to  
organize fo r  the purpose o f ga in ­
in g  much lo s t ground. The S ta l­
in is t  leadership in  local 215 m ust 
be driven ou t by the ran k  and 
file , organized in  a le ft-w in g  
caucus.

The s p ir it  o f m il ita n t action 
o f the 1937-38 period m ust be 
revived. The w orkers m ust take 
over the  local in  o rder to  ga in 
an y th in g  a t a ll fro m  th is  reac­
tion a ry , an ti-un ion  em ployer. In  
1938, the W ard w orkers  th re w  a 
reactionary  business agen t o f an 
A F L  union ou t o f th e ir  ha ll. They 
then pi-oceeded to elect one o f 
th e ir  own members as business 
agent and took over the local. 
This is an exam ple o f w h a t I 
mean by m il ita n t  action o f the 
1937-38 period.

Some o f the W ard m ilita n ts  are 
look ing  fo r  the answer to  th e ir 
present problems in  the ju r is d ic ­
tio n a l f ig h t between the  Bridges- 
dom inated 1LW U  and U nited 
W holesale, R e ta il and D e pa rt­
m ent S tore Em ployes o f A m erica 
which has the bu lk  o f  the W ard 
workers th roughou t the country . 
A  com m ittee was set up a t the la s t 
C IO  convention to  iro n  ou t th is  
dispute.

L e t us suppose th a t the  ru lin g  
is in  fa v o r o f the U W R D S E A . 
W ill B ridges thereupon g ive up 
the local w ith o u t hav ing  his S ta l­
in is ts  m a in ta in  some pos ition  ? 
Supposing Bridges did g ive up the 
local, lock, stock and ba rre l, isn ’t 
i t  the leaders o f  the U W R D S E A  
who to ld  the  w orkers to  depend 
c-n th e ir  “ fr ie n d  in- the W h ite  
House?”  Is n ’t  th is  the same class 
eo llaboration ism  to  ga in  th e ir  
ends ? Is  e ithe r one o f  these posi­
tions the answer, th a t  is, the pos­
it io n  o f  the S ta lin is ts  o r the  posi­
t ion  o f the U W R D S E A  o ffic ia ls?

L e t us see w h a t happened when 
the A rm y  seized the M ontgom ery- 
W ard p lants. 1. The w orkers in  
St. Paul, w ith  S ta lin is t help, were 
kep t fro m  go ing  ou t on s tr ik e  in  
support o f the  key Chicago and 
o ther locals. 2. A  sm all b lanket 
increase was given which had a l­
ready been demanded a year and 
a h a lf  e a rlie r and the re fo re  had 
a lready been wiped ou t by the 
increased cost o f liv in g . 3. P ay­
ments o f backpay are s t i l l  being 
postponed. 4. No con tract o f any 
k ind  has been signed in the St. 
Paul p la n t to date. There fore, the 
corpora tion  is n o t bound to  any­
th ing . I f  the A rm y  gives the 
p la n t back s h o rtly , the company 
can rescind a ll a rm y  agreements.

So you see the A rm y  “ seizure”  
has on ly  postponed the  s trugg le  
to another period. I f  A v e ry  has 
h is own way, i t  w i l l  be a period 
when the union gets weaker, not 
s tronger. So we come back to 
the on ly  answer.

The m ilita n t w orkers m ust re ­
ga in con tro l o f th e ir  own union 
based' on a f ig h tin g  program  fo r 
union recogn ition . T h is  m ust in ­
clude the r is in g  scale o f wages to 
meet the r is in g  cost o f liv in g  and 
an end to the  false po licy o f re ly ­
in g  upon the W ar Labor Board, 
and an im m edia te rescind ing o f 
the no -s trike  pledge. The S ta l­
in is ts  in  the local are the m ain 
obstacle to  th is  goal.

Diary of a 
STEEL WORKER

-By Theodore Kovalesky.

W illy  g rinned  in  m y face. “ W ha t k ind  o f a pa l are you, Pop, 
no t com ing down to  see me f ig h t to n ig h t? ”

I  sm iled back and said, “ I 'm  so rry , W illy .  I  can’t  m ake it .  Good 
luck.”

I  tho ugh t to m yse lf, “ Good luck, k id . I  hope you m ake it .  
I  hope you do be tte r than Punchy O’Donnell. I  hope you g e t a 
break and make some money, and I  hope you manage to  keep it .  
I  hope you don’t  ge t knocked s il ly  lik e  poor O’Donnell, t r y in g  to  
ge t a break fo r  you rse lf.”

I ’d lik e  to  w r ite  a s to ry  about Punchy O’Donnell some day. I  
th in k  I ’d ca ll i t  “ The M an W ho T ried  To Get Ahead,”  and I ’d te ll 
a ll about the conditions th a t made Punchy go ou t and ge t pounded 
a ll around the r in g  tim e  and tim e  again, t r y in g  to  rise  ou t o f his 
class in  the on jy w ay he could fig u re  out.

Punchy O’Donnell came o u t o f 
the steel p lan ts  lik e  a lo t o f o the r 
figh te rs . He was a likeab le young 
guy, ta l l  and ra n g y  w ith  good 
shoulders and hard muscles. He 
worked on the  m il l line  where his 
fa th e r  had worked before h im . B u t 
o f course in  those days nobody 
called h im  “ Punchy” ; he was Jack 
O’Connell, tough, b u t a nice young 
guy.

I t  would l)e s o rt o f unnecessary 
to say th a t li fe  was ha rd  in  the 
O’Donnell fa m ily . The old man was 
a stee lw orker, and li fe  was always 
tough fo r  stee lworkers. Sometimes 
he’d be w o rk in g  a ll the tim e, long 
tw e lve-hour s h ifts  w ith  a tw e n ty -
fo u r hour s tre tch  every o ther week-end, and then o the r tim es, 
the re ’d be no w o rk  a t a ll, and the O’Donnell fa m ily  and a ll the 
o ther s tee lw orkers ’ fam ilies  would be on s ta rva tio n  ra tions , liv in g  
p ra c tic a lly  fro m  hand to  m outh , p ick in g  up coal on the ra ilroa d  
ti-acks to heat th e ir  r ic k e ty  houses.

Jack O’Donnell remembered a ll th is  v iv id ly . He was ve ry  
conscious o f the lines o f w o rry  in the  old m an’s face and o f the 
droop o f weariness in the old m an’s sagg ing shoulders. He looked 
about h im  and saw no l ig h t :  he saw on ly  the darkness o f poverty  
and in secu rity  ahead. But. he was young, as I  said, and tough. 
There had been guys. . . W ell, the re  was Gene Tunney. Cripes, he 
was ju s t a poor guy to  begin w ith , and cripes! He was champ 
M aybe there was a ray, a t least a g lim m e r o f l ig h t.  Jack O’Donnell 
wasn’t  go ing to  be ju s t a w o rk in g  man g e ttin g  kicked around all 
h is life . Jack O 'D onnell was go ing to  be champ and ride  around 
in a b ig  car and wear sw e ll clothes and maybe m a rry  a debutante 
like  Gene Tunney and never have to  w o rry  about money like  the 
old man.

So young Jack s ta rted  ou t in  the am ateurs, and he did p re tty  
w e ll. He ro lled  up a long s tr in g  o f knockou t v ic to ries  and on ly  los t 
a couple o f decisions and fo u g h t one d raw . The sports w r ite rs  
th o u g h t he had som ething, and so did  M ickey Daniels, the  m anager 
who took Jack in to  h is  stab le as an up and com ing young pro.

T he  F ig h tin g  C areer o f  Jack O ’ D o n n e ll
In  the pro fessional ranks, Jack did  p re tty  w e ll too. He w ent 

b laz ing  a long knock ing  over everybody th a t g o t in  f ro n t  o f him . 
“ Ju s t g ive me a crack a t the cham p,”  he to ld  the reporters, and 
the repo rte rs  said the champ had b e tte r look ou t, because Jack 
O’Donnell w ou ld  make an ex-champ ou t o f h im .

B u t Jack never g o t to  the champ. There was a cagy o ld -tim e r 
th a t blocked the w ay to  the  t i t le  and sent Jack back the w ay he 
had come. The o ld -tim e r was D ick  W illia m s , a th ir ty - th re e  year 
old Negro who had been f ig h t in g  since he was fifte en  and knew 
a ll the tr ic k s . He had never g o t ve ry  fa r ,  b u t he was known. A l l  the 
b e tte r boys had licked him , and he had licked a ll the  others who 
hadn’t  been qu ite  good enough fo r  the  b e tte r boys. He was known 
as a t r ia l  horse.

W ell, i t  turned ou t th a t Jack, in  sp ite  o f e igh t to  one odds, 
wasn’t  qu ite  good enough. Perhaps i t  was the  cold w in te rs  when he 
couldn’t  ge t the r ig h t  food as a k id . Perhaps even his m other’s m ilk  
has been weakened by poverty . B u t w hatever i t  was, Jack d idn ’t  
have w hat i t  takes, and W illia m s  mauled h im  around p re tty  badly.

Daniels said one de feat d idn ’t  m a tte r, th a t  Jack w ould beat 
W illia m s  in  a re tu rn  m atch and then g e t the  champ. B u t W illia m s  
beat Jack again, beat h im  badly, beat Jack ’s ta ll ,  to t te r in g  fo rm  
a ll around the  r in g  and knocked h im  o u t in  the s ix th . A n d  then 
the o th e r boys began to  beat Jack too, and Jack g o t the  name o f 
Punchy, because too m any har’d blows on the ja w  and head had 
made h im  s o rt o f queer.

F in a lly  no p rom oter, n o t even the sm allest, w ould g ive Jack, 
o r  ra th e r Punchy, a f ig h t. He was ju s t  a stum blebum , broke and 
seedy, w ith  a pushed-in face and a d u ll, ba tte red b ra in , the  v ic tim  
o f  barroom  toughs who lik e d  to  brag, “ Say, I  g o t in  a f ig h t over in  
Joe’s w ith  O’Donnell, you know, the f ig h te r , and I  knocked h im  on 
his------- .”

So Jack O’Donnell came back to  us again. He works in  the labor 
gang when he’s not o f f  d runk. God! I  hope young W illy  gets a be tte r 
b reak than poor old Punchy.

needs o f a re tu rn  to  a peacetime 
economy.

H is speech was a fa r  c ry  fro m  
previous speeches in  w h ich  he 
had asserted, w ith  his accustom­
ed be lligerency, the  ce rta in ty  o f 
a brave new w orld  in  which a ll 
men would live  under the  bless 
ings o f m onopoly cap ita lism  
which would provide a guaran­
teed annual wage and 60,000,000 
postw ar jobs fo r  the w orkers  o f 
Am erica.

The Ford w orkers were in  no 
mood fo r  promises. They w ant 
action.

This m eeting proved conclusiv­
e ly th a t on ly an organized, m il i­
ta n t group o f the  union ranks 
can give the w orkers the pro 
gram  o f action they need.
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Mistreatment Of Sick Veterans Charged
NEGRO PLASMA SEGREGATION 
TRACED TO ARMY JIM CROW

Conclusive proof that the 
Jim Crow policy of the Arm y 
lies behind the segregation of 
white and Negro blood in the 
Red Cross blood banks was ob­
tained in a recent interview of 
Negro leaders with Brigadier 
General F. W. Rankin, adviser 
to the Surgeon General of the 
Army. The story of this inter­
view, which took place last 
month, was reported in the 
April 28 issue of the New York 
N e g r o  newspaper, People’s 
V oice.
Members o f the delegation which 

met w ith  B rig a d ie r General Ran­
k in  w ere: Doxey W ilke rson, N a­
tiona l Negro Congress; Beatrice 
Reed, a d m in is tra tive  assistant. 
Wash., D. C. N A A C P ; Robert 
Sherman, president, Wash. D. C. 
OTO Council; C h a rlo tte  M ay, N a­
tion a l Association o f Colored 
Graduate Nurses; H a rry  M cA lp in , 
N a tiona l B a r A ssoc ia tion ’s legal 
com m ittee.

Despite th e ir  announcement th a t 
they had come as “ frien ds  o f the 
A d m in is tra tio n ,”  B rig a d ie r Gen­
era l R ankin tu rned down the 
delegates’ plea fo r  an end to  the 
segregation po licy o f adm in is te r­
ing  blood plasma. The delegates 
were to ld  f la t ly  th a t “ many 
whites object to  having Negro 
blood inserted in to  th e ir  veins”  
and th a t a change in  the policy 
“ would g re a tly  m ilita te  against 
the successful conclusion o f the 
program  fo r  co llec ting  blood 
plasma fo r  the armed forces.”

NO  S C IE N T IF IC  BAS IS
B u t the  d is tinguished scientists 

o f the Com m ittee on Race Rela­
tions o f the  Am erican Association 
o f Physical A n th ropo log is ts  have 
some d iffe re n t ideas on th is  sub­
jec t. In  a re p o rt published in  the 
J u ly  4, 1942 issue o f the “ Journa l 
o f the Am erican M edica l Assoeia-

A Tribute To 
Theodore Debs,
Sincere Socialist

The recent death o f Theodore 
Debs reca lls the g re a t days o f the 
e a rly  Socia list m ovem ent in  the 
U n ited  States and the ro le  which 
the Debs bro thers  played in  th is  
movement. A s secre tary to  his 
b ro ther, Eugene V. Debs, ou t­
s tand ing  Am erican Socia lis t lead­
er fo r  over tw o  decades, Theodore 
shared his b ro th e r’s s trugg les as 
w e ll as h is successes.

D avid K arsner, o ffic ia l b io ­
grapher o f Eugene Debs, w rite s  
“ We could no t conclude th is  phase 
o f the li fe  o f  Debs, his e a rly  
s trugg les and the backgrounds 
th a t b r in g  h is p o r tra it  ou t in re ­
lie f ,  w ith o u t a word about his 
b ro ther, Theodore Debs . . . The­
odore has been a tire less  w o rke r 
fo r  a spore o f years o r  m ore by 
Eugene’s side. He has had no 
pub lic  recogn ition  o r honors and 
has never sought any.”  (D . K a r ­
sner, “ Debs— H is  L ife  and L e t­
te rs ”  pp. 128-9).

tion ,”  the y  w ro te , “ The segrega­
tion  o f the blood o f w h ite  persons 
fro m  the blood o f Negroes in  the 
blood bank is, the re fo re , n o t on ly 
unscientific  b u t is a grievous 
a f f ro n t  to the la rge s t m in o r ity  
group in  the cou n try .”

Reference is made in  the Com­
m ittee ’s re p o rt to the w idespread 
use o f vaccines and serums fro m  
the blood and glands o f horses, 
rabb its , sheep etc. The Red Cross 
has never encouraged any foo lish  
prejudices which pa tien ts  m ig h t 
have aga inst trea ttne n t w ith  sub­
stances com ing fro m  an im als, the 
Com m ittee po in ts  out.

K no w ing  th a t the  Red Cross 
o ffic ia ls  were ac tin g  under pres­
sure o f the  Southern Bourbons, 
the Com m ittee also reca lled the 
custom o f the “ be tte r-c ircum ­
stanced fa m ilie s ”  in the South o f 
using N egro  women as w et nurses 
fo r th e ir  babies. M any o f the 
same substances th a t'’ were c ir ­
cu la ting  in  the blood o f the Negro 
w et nurses were im bibed by the 

w h ite  babies, a long w ith  the n u t r i­
tious elements o f the m ilk , i t  was 
observed.

IN S U L T IN G  P O LIC Y
Evidence was given th a t suc­

cessful transfus ions o f blood from  
w hite  persons to  Negroes o r vice 
versa has been accomplished 
hundreds o f tim es in  modern 
c lin ics and hospita ls. “ In  view o f 
these facts,”  the Com m ittee 
stated in  its  sum m ary, “ i t  seems 
h igh ly  im probable th a t any so l­
d ie r o r c iv ilia n  so seriously 
wounded as to  requ ire  a blood or 
plasma trans fus ion  w ill ins is t 
th a t i t  come from  a person 
whose sk in  is no da rker than his 
own.”

B u t these em inen tly  reasonable 
and log ica l argum ents d id  no t 
cause the Red Cross o ffic ia ls  to  
abandon th e ir  sham efu l segrega­
tion po licy  in  the  ad m in is tra tion  
o f the blood bank. T h a t they were 
c a rry in g  ou t the orders o f the 
h ighest o ffic ia ls  in the U n ited  
States arm ed forces now becomes 
clear fro m  the sta tem ent o f 
B rig ad ie r General Rankin.

V -E  D ay w i l l  n o t lessen the 
need o f the A m erican  f ig h tin g  
forces fo r  blood plasma, the  Red 
Cross po inted ou t in  appealing 
fo r  donors to  continue to  g ive 
blood u n t il Japan is defeated. B u t 
the A rm y  and the Red Cross con­
tinue  to  jeopardize the success 
o f the blood bank by  im pos ing  an 
in s u lt in g  blood segregation po licy  
upon po ten tia l blood donors 
among the c o u n try ’s 13,000,000 
Negroes.

B y  Grace C arlson
“ The defendants and their co- 

conspirators would endeavor by 
any means at their disposal to 
procure members of the m ili­
tary and naval forces of the 
United States to become undis­
ciplined, to complain about 
food, living conditions, and 
missions to which they would 
be assigned, to create dissen­
sion, dissatisfaction and insu­
bordination among the armed 
forces, to impair the loyalty 
and morale thereof. .

T h is  is Count 7 o f the fram e- 
up ind ic tm ent b ro ug h t in  1941 
against 29 leaders o f the Social­
is t W orkers P a rty  and M o to r 
T ransp o rt W orkers  U nion, 544- 
CIO in  the M inneapolis Labor 
Case, No evidence was b rough t 
in  cou rt to  substantia te  the 
charge o f in te rfe r in g  w ith  the 
m ora le o f the armed forces, b u t 
18 o f us had to serve te rm s in 
federa l prisons ju s t the  same.

B u t the m orale o f the  disabled 
servicemen —  o f the wounded and 
sick veterans who have been dis­
charged to  the  Veterans A dm in ­
is tra tio n  hospita ls is n o t “ p ro ­
tected”  by the U . S. D epartm ent 
o f Justice, Recent exposures o f 
conditions in  veterans’ hospita ls 
have shown tha’t  there is p len ty  
o f reason fo r  veterans themselves 
“ to  com plain about food and l iv ­
in g  conditions”  in  these in s titu ­
tions. Inve s tiga to rs  have found 
a trem endous am ount o f “ dissa­
tis fa c tio n ”  am ong the veteran 
pa tien ts  in these fede ra lly -ope r­
ated hospita ls.

“ M O R A LE  IM P A IR E D ”
The “ m ora le”  o f these w ar cas­

ua lties o f the  “ m ilita ry  and naval 
forces o f the U n ited  States”  has 
ce rta in ly  been “ im paired.”  B ut no 
fe d e ra l' ind ic tm ents  have been 
b rough t aga inst the heads o f the 
Veterans’ A d m in is tra tio n  who 
are responsible fo r  these shocking 
conditions in  veterans’ hospita ls. 
They haven’t  even los t th e ir  jobs! 

M ost thorough o f the  in ves tig a ­
tions in to  conditions in V ete rans’ 
A d m in is tra tio n  hospita ls  w a s  
made by A lb e r t  Q. M aisel, au thor 
o f “ M irac les o f  M il ita ry  Medi 
cine”  and “ The W ounded Get 
Back.’’ Published under the  t it le ,  
“ T h ird -R a te  Medicine fo r  F irs t-  
Rate Men,”  M a ise l’s a rtic les  
on veterans’ hospita ls  ran  in 
the M arch and A p r i l  issues o f 
Cosm opolitan. In  the in troduc 
tion  to  the second a rtic le , M aisel 
w r ite s :

“ In  la s t m on th ’s Cosm opolitan,
I  exposed how thousands o f tu ­
berculous veterans are be ing ne­
glected, m istrea ted, underfed, and 
discharged to  a lm ost certa in  
death in the hospita ls  run  by the 
V ete rans’ A d m in is tra tio n . Y et 
these t. b. hellholes —  disgrace­
fu l as they are— are a lm ost heav 
ens compared w ith  the th ir t y  
M enta l H osp ita ls  ru n  by the 
same V ete rans’ A dm in is tra tio n .

“ Read the evidence in  the ac­
com panying a rtic le  —  the shock­
ing , sham eful evidence o f b ru ta l­
ity ,  beatings, overcrow d ing and 
th ird -ra te  tre a tm e n t w h ich  are 
the lo t  o f  our m ost defenseless 
disabled veterans. Read i t  —  and 
rem em ber th a t th is  is no descrip­
t io n  o f H i t le r ’s concentra tion 
camps. T h is  is happening today 
and every day, here a t home to  
A m ericans —  the veterans who

should be our honored and best 
trea ted c itizens.”

A lready  10,000 m enta l casual­
ties o f W orld  W ar I I  have been 
“ shoehorned”  in to  the Veterans’ 
M enta l H osp ita ls  alongside the 
30,000 m en ta lly  wrecked sold iers 
fro m  W o rld  W ar I .  M aisel v is i t ­
ed m any o f these hospita ls and 
ta lked to  Veterans’ A d m in is tra ­
tion  o ffic ia ls  and m ental pa tien ts 
o f both wars. He has m ountains 
o f evidence o f bureaucracy, in ­
competence, backwardness and 
b ru ta lity .

The m ost dam ning evidence 
aga inst them  came fro m  the d ia ry  
o f R obert H eg le r, a conscientious 
ob jector who ran aw ay fro m  the 
V ete rans’ M en ta l F a c il ity  a t 
Lyons, N . Y . in  October 1944. 
H e g lc r ’s d ia ry  shown to  New 
Y o rk  C ity  reporte rs  to ld  o f  ve t­
eran pa tien ts  be ing “ kicked in  the 
head,”  “ beaten up in  bed,”  “ being 
‘w ru n g  ou t’ ”  i.e., being choked 
w ith  a towel around, the neck.

M aisel reports  th a t  a f te r  Heg- 
le r ’s s to ry  broke in the New Y o rk  
papers B rig a d ie r General F rank  
Hines the A d m in is tra to r o f V e t­
erans’ A f fa ir s  was forced to 
make an inves tiga tion  in to  Heg- 
le r ’s charges. On Novem ber 17, 
1944, General Hines said, “ The 
in ves tiga tion  reveals some sub­
s ta n tia tio n  o f the  charges made 
by R obert H egler... A pp rop ria te  
steps are be ing taken to  remedy 
the s itua tion . . .”
In  January, 1945, M aisel w en t to  

the V ete rans’ H osp ita l a t Lyons 
to  find  ou t w h a t changes has been 
made. He found th a t M. E. Head 
was s t i l l  the M anager o f the hos­
p ita l and th a t Colonel Lopez was 
s t i l l  the  C h ie f M edical O ffice r 
there. One physic ian has been 
trans fe rre d  to  another veterans’ 
hosp ita l. A ccord ing  to  Colonel 
Lopez, “ no dism issals had occur- 
ed though a few  attendants —  
tw o  o r three —  had been p e rm it­
ted to  res ign .”

B u t there was O N E  v ic tim . 
Robert Hegler, the conscientious 
ob jector who exposed these con­
d itions was sent to federa l p rison !

Labor Spy Confesses Boss 
Plot To Smash Ohio Union

The use of labor spies to smash unions or prevent union or­
ganisation is an old and established custom of Big Business. 
Tor the benefit of workers who have had no experience w ith these 
hirelings of the bosses we reprint the fu ll, sworn statement of such 
a spy who framed a union organizer. This is reported by the 
A pril 2S ‘‘Lorain (Ohio) Labor Leader”  published by the Lorain 
County CIO Council.

*  *  *

the em ploy o f the“ W h ile  in  
Ridge Tool Company, E ly r ia , Ohio 
d u rin g  the m onth  o f January, 
1944, d u rin g  an organ iza tiona l 
d rive  p u t on b y  the A F L , I  was 
contacted a t m y home one Sunday 
by Gerald Nau, E m ploym ent M an­
ager, and E dw ard Swanson, 
Superintendent o f the  company, 
and asked to  cooperate in  keeping 
the un ion ou t o f the p lan t.

“ They w ired  the p la n t so th a t 
a sw itch  in  the  rece iv ing  room 
would tu rn  on the lig h ts  in  the 
office o f G erald Nau and over the 
desk o f Ed Pom roy, Maintenance 
Forem an.

“ I  was to ld  to  s igna l them  When 
in  the  m id s t o f un ion a c t iv ity  such 
as s ign ing  members and ta lk in g  
about the union.

“ On January  31, 1944, I  and 
F rank  Kayden were s ign ing  up 
members in  the rece iv ing room. 
In  the m id s t o f th is  a c t iv ity  I 
s igna lled Gerald Nau, who came 
down and caught F ra n k  Kayden 
and I  in  the act o f pe rfo rm in g  
union a c tiv ity  on company tim e.

C O M P A N Y  P A Y S  O FF

“ Both o f us were fired . H ow ­
ever, the company k e p t in  touch 
w ith  me. N au delivered $100 in 
cash to  me every tw o  weeks, 
m eeting me in  h is car e ith e r in  
G ra fto n , a long E ly r ia  - G ra fto n  
road, or a t m y  house. They con­
tinued to  pay me fro m  the tim e  
o f m y discharge u n t il the N L R B

hearing: in  M arch and u n t il I  came 
hack to w o rk  in  June.

“ I  was given an e x tra  $100 by 
Nau fo r  m y* tes tim ony a t .the 
hearing, say ing  i t  was fro m  
Ing w er, P resident o f  the Ridge 
Tool Company.

“ A  few  n igh ts  before the N L R B  
hearing , A tto rn e ys  R. W . and 
R. F. Vandem ark, representing 
the company asked me to  th e ir 
office, where they asked me to 
te ll them  the whole s to ry . I  to ld  
them su b s tan tia lly  w h a t I  have 
stated above.

“ L a te r in  the hea ring  they 
evaded any questions w h ich  would 
have b ro ug h t ou t the rea l facts 
o f the  case.

“ Both K ay  den and I  were 
ordered re instated w ith  back pay 
by the N L R B . T he re a fte r Gerald 
Nau sent me a le tte r  ask ing me 
to w r ite  the company w a iv in g  my 
back pay and asking re ins ta te ­
ment. I  was pu t back to  w ork  
w ith o u t back pay.

“ In  the e a rly  p a r t o f th is  year 
m y income ta x  re tu rn  was 
prepared by the younger Vande­
m ark. A t  th a t tim e  he kno w in g ly  
fa iled  to  include the money paid 
me by G erald Nau w h ile  I  was 
no longer w o rk in g  a t the  R idge 
Tool Company.

Signed,
“ M aurice F. Banks.”

E f fo r ts  to  un ionize the p la n t 
are now being conducted by the 
CIO U n ited  S tee lworkers o f 
Am erica.

What Did Roosevelt Do For Labor?

Hitler's Race Hatred Is Not Dead!
"H IT L E R ’S RACE H ATR ED  IS D EAD ”  headlines the May 

5lh Michigan Chronicle, Negro weekly. 1 he article describes him 
as one of the bloodiest rulers of all times and points out that his 
climb to power utilized an organized campaign of race hatred. 
These latter remarks are true. But we are forced to warn The 
M ilitan t readers that the policy o f indoctrination of racial hatred 
is NOT dead. Anyone who says it IS dead is just indulging in 
wishful thinking.

F urthe rm o re  race ha tred was v y *s rac ia l po licy  and exposes 
never the  P R IV A T E  p ro p e rty  t ] le  tru e  an ti-N e g ro  character 
no r possession o f H it le r .  I t  was w h ich  even th is  jiv e  quo ta tion  
here before he came and i t  is  u n w it t in g ly  reveals.
S T IL L  here since he has gone. “ T h is  dance”  he w rite s , “ was 
IT  IS , however, the  p r iva te  p rop- ,one 0f  the  J im  C row  dances spon- 
e r ty  o f the C A P IT A L IS T  SYS-. sovecj b y  the  N a vy  D epartm ent 
T E M  today. H it le r  never set fo o t f o r ¡ts colored personnel. A  glance 
in A m erica— bu t cap ita lism  d id : a t the p ic tu re  reveals th a t on ly  
and race hatred over here is Negroes were present and the 
ne ithe r dead n o r dy ing . dance was advertised as a dance

S ig n ific a n tly  enough on M ay f ° r  colored personnel. A  week o r 
1st (the  date o f H it le r ’s reported so previous to  th is  dance, the 
death), in  the D e tro it News (an s ta tion  had sponsored a dance 
organ o f a n ti- la b o r and an ti-N e - f ° r  ’ I s w h ite  personnel.  ̂
g ro  reaction ) Rep. H o ffm a n  "These dances are periodic a f- 
( fro m  the home s ta te  o f the fa irs  ru n  by the  s ta tio n  and live  
M ich igan Chron ic le ) was re p o rt-  UP to  the •*'m Crow tactics  o f the 
ed to  have taken a “ v igorous m il ita ry  o rgan iza tions o f th is  
b las t”  a t the  F a ir  E m ploym ent coun try . In  th a t respect, the  
Practices b ill.  heading above the  p ic tu re  I t

the  tru e  an ti-N e g ro  character 
w h ich  even th is  jiv e  quo ta tion  
u n w it t in g ly  reveals.
“ T h is  dance”  he w rite s , “ was 
one o f the  J im  C row  dances spon­
sored by  the  N a vy  D epartm ent 
fo r  its  colored personnel. A  glance 
a t the p ic tu re  reveals th a t on ly  
Negroes were present and the 
dance was advertised as a dance 
fo r  colored personnel. A  week o r 
so previous to  th is  dance, the 
s ta tion  had sponsored a dance 
fo r  its  w h ite  personnel.
“ These dances are periodic a f­
fa irs  run  by the s ta tio n  and live  
up to  the J im  Crow tactics o f the 
m il ita ry  o rgan iza tions o f th is  
coun try . In  th a t respect, the  
heading above the  p ic tu re  ‘ I t  
comes out i f  i t ’s in  you. . .’ con­
ta ins  more t ru th  tha n  the na rrow  
m eaning the newspaper re fe rs  
to .”

W ISHES— AND R EA LITY
W hile  the b ill,  in  w r it in g , would 

take a d ig  a t those em ployers 
who refuse to  h ire  Negroes o r 
Jews on a jo b  fo r  which they are 
qua lified , ye t H o ffm an  is in fu r i­
ated by even th is  gesture a t 
equa lity  in  em ploym ent. P u llin g  
the tim e-w orn  t r ic k  out o f his 
bag, th is  domestic race-ba iter 
viewed w ith  a larm  the  “ add ition ­
al desire to  p ro h ib it  d isc rim in a ­
tio n  in  social in tercourse. . .”  A  
known stooge fo r  the vested in ­
terests he nevertheless charged 
th a t the sponsors o f the b i l l  “ ex­
pect fin a n c ia l rew ard”  from  th is  
step in  the d irec tion  o f economic 
eq ua lity  fo r  the w o rk in g  people.

Since 59 per cent o f the cases 
studied by the present FEPC  
h a v e  involved d isc rim ina tion  
aga inst Negroes and since N e­
groes com prise b u t 10 per cent o f 
the popu lation, the re fo re , says 
H o ffm an , “ the on ly  d isc rim in a ­
tio n  practiced has been in  fa v o r 
o f—-not against— the N egro .”

Regardless o f w ha t we W IS H  
were true , the  death kne ll o f 
race ha tred (be i t  H it le r ite  o r 
H o ffm a n ite ) can O N L Y  to l l  when 
ca p ita lis t e xp lo ita tion  is sup­
planted by S ocia lis t libe ra tion . 
O n ly then w ill we have reason to  
celebrate V ic to ry  Day.

*  *  »

“ IT  COMES O U T  IF  IT ’S IN  
YO U . . .”  states the caption 
over a p ic tu re  o f N egro  sa ilors 
and hostesses a t an o ffic ia l dance 
ru n  by the N a vy  D epartm ent a t 
its  Treasure Is land S ta tion  in  
C a lifo rn ia . The Masthead o f A p r i l 
14, 1945, o ff ic ia l camp newspa­
per, goes on to  re la te  how the 
Negroes present “ jive d  and j i t -  
terbugged to  the  to r r id  tunes o f 
T reasure Is la n d ’s ju m p  band.”

IT  DOES COME OUT
A  correspondent removes the 

g r in n in g  m ask covering the Na-

comes ou t i f  i t ’s in  you. . con­
ta ins  more t ru th  tha n  the na rrow  
m eaning the newspaper re fe rs  
to .”

Thus the  v ic ious po licy  o f 
fo rc e fu lly  separa ting  the  w o rk ­
ers in  u n ifo rm  on the basis o f 
color m ust in v a ria b ly  be carried  
ou t by the m il i ta r y  and every 
o ther branch o f th is  c a p ita lis t 
governm ent because d iv id in g  the  
masses and se ttin g  them  aga inst 
each o ther is  a N E C E S S A R Y  
weapon o f th is  exp lo itive  system .

W e rem ind  the N a vy  brass hats 
and the im p e ria lis t forces w h ich  
the y  represent th a t n o t on ly  ‘jiv e ’ 
b u t J IM  CROW “ comes ou t i f  i t ’s 
in  Y O U  —  yes, indeed!”

T R U M A N ’S V IE W S
LE S T  W E  FO R G ET, H a rry  

Trum an, the new ch ie f executive, 
is the  same T rum an  who sup­
po rts  segregated schools in  M is ­
souri, who believes th a t Negroes 
should be th ro w n  p h ys ica lly  ou t 
o f res tau ran ts  in  h is home tow n 
o f Independence, and who stated 
he has never in v ite d  a N egro  to  
h is home fo r  d inner A N D  
N E V E R  W IL L .

l ie  is even now la y in g  the 
ground w ork  fo r  an ti-N e g ro  a t­
tacks in  w h ich the fasc is t agents 
o f b ig  business w il l  be w h ite ­
washed and the Negroes, them ­
selves, blamed. T h is  is proved by 
h is s ta tem ent quoted in  The C a ll 
o f A p r i l 23, 1945. “ Negroes,”  said 
T rum an , “ are go ing too fa r  in  
St. Louis. There Negroes have 
s ta rted  a ‘push day’ once a week, 
when they shove w h ite  people 
out. o f bars. W hy, S t. Lou is is  
s it t in g  on a keg o f dynam ite . 
And the y ’ve go t a ‘ push day’ in  
W ashington, too ! I  won’t  le t  my 
daughter go downtown on the 
s tree tca rs  on Thursday any more. 
I t ’s no t safe. They push w h ite  
people o f f  the street, cars.”

Returning Veterans 
Bitter Over G I  B i l l

(Continued fro m  page 1) The “ educational benefits”  o f

By Fe lix  M orro iv

In  previous a rtic les  we have dem onstrated, w ith  
fac ts  and figures, th a t Roosevelt ( I )  had no solu­
tion  f j r  economic crises; (2) th a t monopolies 
g rew  du rin g  his ad m in is tra tion ; (3 ) th a t the 
fa rm e r’s perm anent cris is  rem ains. Roosevelt 
adm irers can ha rd ly  deny these facts, and so 
they evade these cruc ia l questions.

On one auestion, however, they challenge us. 
Isn ’t  i t  a fa c t th a t the w orkers made gains 
du rin g  Roosevelt’s ad m in is tra tion ?  D idn ’t  his 
sponsorship o f 7A  and the W agner Labo r Acjt 
help the unions organize and resu lt in  average 
h o u rly  wage increases?

I t  would be easy enough to  show th a t Section 
7A  o f the N R A  was the least th a t could be con­
ceded to the trade unions in  exchange fo r  th e ir  
acceptance o f the N R A , w h ich  enabled the m on­
opolies to  g ro w  as never before. A nd  fa r  fro m  
guarantee ing the r ig h t  to  organize, 7A  was in ­
te rp re ted  by Roosevelt h im se lf to  p e rm it com­
pany unions. The auto w orkers, fo r  instance, 
should s t i l l  rem em ber Roosevelt’s sponsorship o f 
the notorious “ m e rit clause”  in  the  N R A  A u to  
Code, enab ling em ployers to  h ire  and f ire  on an 
open shop basis; and the v ic ious A u to  Labor 
Board, set up in  M arch 1934 by Roosevelt, which 
tr ie d  to  m a in ta in  company unionism .

A s  fo r  the  W agner Labor A c t, adopted in 1935, 
i t  would be easy to  show th a t i t  came A F T E R  the 
w orkers, los ing  th e ir  illus ions about 7A, em bark­
ed on the greatest s tr ik e  wave o f the T w en tie th  
C entury. I t  was Roosevelt h im se lf who, in  June 
1934, on the same day th a t the W agner Labor 
B i l l  was to  come up fo r  fina l vote, set up instead 
the N a tion a i Steel Labor Relations Board which 
recognized company un ionism . Senator Robinson, 
Dem ocratic f lo o r  leader, s ta tin g  th a t he was act­
in g  on Roosevelt’s request, on th a t day prevented 
the W agner B il l  fro m  com ing to a vote. Senator 
W agner h im se lf sta ted th a t he accepted Roos­
evelt's ju dg m en t th a t “ fu r th e r  t r ia l  be pe rm itted

before company unions be re jected as b a rga in ing
agents.”

Real A im  o f the W agner Act
O nly a f te i the g re a t s trikes  which b u ilt  the 

CIO  did the  W agner Labor A c t become a law , 
no t to  help organize the unorganized bu t to chan­
nelize the s trugg les of the a lready-organ ized 
w orkers in to  governm ent boards.

I t  was on the p icke t-line , as the h is to ry  o f the 
rise  o f the CIO  shows, th a t the w orkers raised 
the average h o u rly  wage. B u t even so, one m ust 
understand Ihe rea l lim ita tio n s  o f th is  ga in . U n t i l 
the w a r, the rise in  wages o f the employed w o rk ­
ers did no t mean a rise  in  the  to ta l wages. T o ta l 
wages were C3 b illions  in  1929, and on ly  55 b il­
lions in  1938. The w o rk in g  class as a whole had 
less to live  on d u rin g  the New  Deal years than 
before the depression began.

The tru e  s to ry  o f such gains as were made by 
the w orkers  d u rin g  the Roosevelt a d m in is tra tion  
is long and complex. We have to ld  th a t s to ry  
over and over in  our press d u rin g  the past tw elve 
years. B u t there is a sho rt and conclusive w ay 
to  measure Roosevelt’.s a tt itu d e  tow ard  the w o rk ­
ers. W h a t did his a d m in is tra tio n  do fo r  the un­
employed ? I f  i t  were tru e  th a t the w orkers  owe 
th e ir  gains to  Roosevelt’s hum an ita rian ism , then 
th is  should show m ost c le a rly  in  the case o f the 
m ost needy, the unemployed.

The cen tra l fac t to  understand is th a t i t  is  a 
m yth  th a t Roosevelt s tead ily  supported federa l 
resp on s ib ility  fo r  unem ploym ent re lie f. He did 
so on ly  d u rin g  the sho rt period o f the existence 
o f F E R A , fro m  the sp ring  o f 1933 to  the  end 
o f 1935, d u rin g  which the federa l governm ent put 
up three do lla rs  fo r  re lie f  to  every do lla r spent 
by sta te  and loca l governm ents. “ W h ile  i t  isn ’t  
w r itte n  in  the C onstitu tion ,”  he declared in  1933, 
“ nevertheless i t  is  the inhe rent du ty  o f the fed­
era l governm ent to  keep its  citizens fro m  s ta rv ­
in g .”

Unem ploym ent R e lie f U nder FD R
B u t i t  was prec ise ly  th is  p rinc ip le  th a t he 

abandoned in  1935, when the g rea t body o f the 
unemployed were re turned to state and local re ­
lie f  and the federa l governm ent lim ite d  its  re lie f 
respons ib ilities  to those on W P A  jobs. Th is 
m eant th a t about th ree -fou rths  o f the unem ploy­
ed were turned back to the states and commun­
ities, under Roosevelt’s in fam ous pronouncem ent 
to Congress e a rly  in  1935: “ The federa l govern­
m ent m ust and sha ll q u it th is  business o f re lie f.”  
D u rin g  m ost o f the N ew  Deal, th ree -fou rths  o f 
the  unemployed were reduced to  the coolie 
levels o f local re lie f, w h ich even in  a r ich  state 
like  New Y o rk  averaged about $25 a m onth per 
fa m ily .

In  com parison to  local re lie f, the $50 per m onth 
average o f W P A  wages seemed m unificent. B u t 
how m any go t i t?  O nly one out o f every fo u r  
o r five fam ilies  on re lie f. A nd m any unemployed 
were e ith e r unable to  ge t on the re lie f ro lls  or 
refused to undergo the h u m ilia tio n  o f app ly ing  
fo r  re lie f  u n t il they were ac tu a lly  s ta rv in g .

L e t us see the actua l s ta tis tics  o f how m any 
were on W P A  and P W A , and how many' were 
unemployed, d u rin g  the  peacetime New  Deal 
years. The figures fo r  W P A  and P W A  payro lls  
are the governm ent’s own. Those fo r  the num ­
ber o f unemployed are  the ve ry  conservative 
figures o f the A F L  m o n th ly  estim ates (w h ich  I  
have rou gh ly  computed in  ye a rly  to ta ls ). I t  
should be remembered th a t the on iy  actua l count 
o f the unemployed ever attem pted, the Federal 
“ unem ploym ent census”  taken in the sum m er o f 
1937, showed about tw o  m illio n  M O RE unem ploy­
ed than the A F L  estim ate. Here are the figu res:

Year W P A P W A No. Unemployed
1935 1,092,000 325,000 10, 500,000
1936 3,061,000 268,000 9,000,000
1937 2,140,000 159,000 10,000,000
1938 2,926,000 111,000 11,000,000
1939 2.436,000 233,000 10,500,000
1940 1,941,000 61,000 9,500,000

These figures show:
(1) P W A  proved to  be n o t a drop in  the  bucket 

as a means o f a lle v ia tin g  unem ploym ent.
(2) W P A  ranged fro m  em ploying one out o f 

ten o f the  unemployed to  one ou t o f three— the 
fa tte r, however, on ly  du rin g  1936.

(3 ) In  the election year o f 1936, W P A  pay­
ro lls  were a t th e ir  h ighest. S im ila r ly  fo r  the 
years o f Congressional elections, and also fo r  
1940, pa yro lls  te m p o ra rily  rose ju s t preceding 
elections.

W hat flic  Figures Prove
B ut, goes the my’th , i t  wasn’t  Roosevelt’s fa u lt ,  

bu t the fa u lt  o f the  Republican and u ltra -re a c ­
tio n a ry  Dem ocratic Congressmen who cu t down 
his requests fo r  appropria tions. T h is  system atic­
a lly -p ropaga ted  lie  is re fu te d  by the  complete 
figures o f how much Roosevelt asked fo r  W P A  
each year. These show he asked fo r  l i t t le  more 
than the so-called “ Republocrates”  gave, and fa r  
less than the labor m ovem ent asked fo r. Here 
one example m ust suffice. On A p r i l  27, 1939 
Roosevelt w ro te  in  h is  re lie f  message to Con­
gress :

W hat Roosevelt Really D id
“ F o r the fisca l year 1940, I  recommend, the re ­

fo re , th a t the specific sum o f  $1,477,000,000 be 
provided fo r  the W orks Progress A d m in is tra tio n . 
Th is represents a reduction o f on e -th ird  below 
the am ount provided in  the cu rre n t fiscal yea r.”

In  o ther words, i t  was Roosevelt h im se lf who, 
when unem ploym ent stood a t ne a rly  eleven m il­
lion . proposed to  th ro w  a m illio n  ou t o f the 
2,900,000 on W P A  o f f  the payro lls .

In  a w ord, the s to ry  o f h is adm irers, th a t 
Roosevelt, provided W P A  jobs fo r  the bu lk  o f 
the unemployed, is a de libera te fraud .

(This is the fourth of a series of articles on 
Roosevelt’s role.)

agency m ust deem the  ve te ran a 
sound risk .

“ A s fa r  as g e ttin g  a loan is 
concerned,”  w ro te  M rs. E leanor 
Roosevelt in  her M ay 5 column, 
“ the G I B il l o f  R igh ts  ‘gives 
them  no th in g  th a t the y  could not 
ge t in  the o rd in a ry  w ay . . . red 
tape makes the  whole proceedings 
so long and com plicated th a t m ost 
o f them  fee l d iff ic u lt ie s  are being 
p u t in  th e ir  w ay  instead o f help 
being extended’.”

H O M E  LO A N S
T h is  is corroborated by Ray 

T u rk  in  the M ay 1 Cleveland 
News, who states: “ G I loans are 
m ostly  pipedreams . . . toughe r to 
ge t than  a three day pass to  
P a ris .”  He states th a t a lthough 
m achinery was set up s ix  m onths 
ago to  “ g rind  ou t loan guaran­
tees,”  on ly 21 G I loans fo r  ve te r­
ans in  Cuyahoga County have 
been approved. “ D u rin g  the same 
tim e m ore than  200 o the r d is ­
charged veterans have obtained 
p r io r it ie s  to  bu ild  new homes in 
th is  county w ith o u t the w ide-ad­
vertised ‘he lp ’ o f the G I loans.”  
T h is  is a g re a t hardsh ip on the 
veterans, who d ip  in to  th e ir  t in y  
savings o r borrow  the  money 
fro m  loan sharks.

the b il l guarantee —  on paper —  
th a t the  youngste r w ho ' was 
snatched ou t o f school can com­
plete his education a t  govern­
m ent expense. He is supposed to  
ge t tu it io n  and $50 a m onth sub­
sistence allowance. B u t m any 
veterans who w ent back to  col­
lege have been w a it in g  fo r  m onths 
fo r  th e ir  $50 to begin com ing in. 
A f te r  bo rrow ing  fro m  school­
mates, teachers and others in  o r­
der to  keep a live , m any have q u it 
in  d isgust. O thers have never 
been able to  en ro ll because o f the 
led -tape  runaround.

The veterans are beg inn ing  to  
rea lize th a t they can no more 
re ly  upon the W a ll S tree t govern­
ment and its  prom ises than can 
the c iv ilia n  w orkers. They need 
th e ir own vete ran ’s organ iza tion  
a llied  w ith  the labor movem ent to 
w in  fo r  themselves re lie f, loans, 
and decent jobs at decent wages.

Buy "The Militant"
IN  M IL W A U K E E

a t the newsstand on the  n o r th ­
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Exploding Lies Of The Jew-Baiters
B y D an  S he lton

Hitler may be dead— but the poisonous lies of Hitlerism 
still live and circulate in this country. For example, there are 
people who say: “ It's the Jews who run this country and run 
us all to the dogs. I t ’s the Jewish bankers and industrialists 
who own the United States and its’s the Jewish newspapers and 
movies that fool us into believing differently.”

Such statem ents are a pack o f i --------------------------------------------------------
lies and there are p le n ty  o f fac ts  
to  show th is . Fortune m agazine’s 
s ta t is t ic a l survey o f “ Jews in 
A m erica ,”  conducted in  1937, is
b u t one o f m any proofs.

The g re a t mass o f the fo u r  and 
a h a lf  m illio n  A m erican Jews 
(th ree  and a h a lf  pe r cent o f the 
popu la tion ) is made up o f w o rk ­
ers.

The m yth  o f the “ Jew ish 
banker”  is exploded by the fo llo w ­
in g  facts. O f 420 bank directors, 
on ly 30 are Jews. There are no 
Jew ish d irectors in the b iggest 
U n ited  States banks: N a tiona l 
C ity , G uaranty  T ru s t, Chase and 
F irs t  N a tiona l. The g rea t invest­
m ent banking firm s such as J. P. 
M organ, D illo n  Read and Chase 
— among the rea l ru le rs  o f the 
U n ited  States— are composed o f 
non - Jews. F in a lly , there are 
v ir tu a lly  no Jew ish employes in 
the la rges t com m ercial banks.

JE W S  IN  IN D U S T R Y
A s im ilia r  s itua tion  preva ils  on 

the New  Y o rk  Stock Exchange, 
nerve center o f U n ited  States 
economic life . O nly 250 o u t o f 
1375 members are Jews. O nly 56 
o f 637 firm s are lis ted  as Jew ish.

In  the  insurance business, one 
o f the n a tion ’s m ost g iga n tic  
enterprises, “ the absence o f Jews 
is no tew o rthy ,”  Fortune  rem arks.

Jews hold an even m ore in ­
conspicuous place in heavy in ­
du s try , the ve ry  founda tion  o f 
U n ited  States economic life . They 
are no t to  be found in  the  d ire c t­
in g  circ les o f B ig  Steel o r L it t le  
Steel o r in any o ther o f the na­
t io n ’s basic industries. The au to ­
m obile in d u s try  is non-Jewish in 
its  e n tire ty ; there are b u t three 
Jews o f any prom inence in  the 
executive end o f m anu fac tu ring . 
In  fac t, H e n ry  Ford is one o f the 
fo rem ost anti-Sem ites.

Such g ian t in d u s tria l combines 
as Hoppers Coke and the o ther 23 
leading coal companies are en­
t ire ly  non-Jewish. So is the 
en tire  rubber in du s try , led by 
F irestone and U . S. Rubber. The 
chem ical in d u s try , w ith  its  
♦normous w a rtim e  expansion, is 
non-Jew ish (du Pont, A llied  
Chemical &  Dye, e tc .).

M ore Jews are to be found in 
the  m otion p ic tu re  in d u s try  
(W a rn e r Bros, and Loew ’s, Inc .). 
B u t even here the m a jo r ity  o f 
owners are non-Jews (20th-Cen­
tu ry  Fox, Param ount, U n iversa l 
and m ost o f R K O ).

S M A L L  SHO P K E E P E R S
B u t some m isguided w o rke r 

m ay say, “ Is i t  not tru e  th a t in 
some industries o r professions we 
constantly  meet Jews? Docs th is  
n o t prove the p o in t? ”  T h is  im ­
pression is created, according to 
F ortune, by the fa c t th a t “ many 
Jews are to  be found in  occupa­
tions th a t b r in g  them  in to  d irec t 
con tact w ith  the consum er-work­
ers.”  In  ou r d a ily  lives we do not 
m eet the heads o f U. S. Steel o r 
o f the N a tion a l C ity  Bank, bu t 
we do meet the Jew ish grocery-

man. The rea l power in the 
U n ited States, however, is w ielded 
precisely by the m agnates o f 
U. S. S tee l and no t by a l i t t le  
candy-store owner. I t  is  no t the 
thousands o f sm all enterprises 
th a t determ ine economic power, 
ra th e r i t  is  the few  huge 
m onopolistic enterprises which 
ru le  us a ll.

Thus, in  re ta ilin g , some o f  the 
b ig  departm ent stores (especially 
in New Y o rk ) are Jewish-owned. 
B u t the b ig  F ive  and Ten chains, 
such as W oolw orth  and Kress are 
%  per cent gentile-owned. So are 
Stern Bros., W anam aker’s, Lord  
&  T a y lo r in  N ew  Y o rk , and 
M arsha ll F ie ld  in  Chicago. In  the 
food-and-grocery fie ld , 98 per 
cent o f the chains, inc lud ing  
A  &  P, are non-Jewish.

N e ithe r M ontgom ery W ard nor 
Sears Roebuck is Jewish-owned. 
nor are 90 per cent o f the d rug  
store chains.

Armed with these undeniable 
facts, the progressive worker can 
point them out to his fellow- 
workers and warn of the poison 
of anti-Semitic propaganda. But 
he may well be asked: “I f  it isn’t 
the Jew who runs this country, 
who is it?”

BANKERS AND BOSSES
There is on ly one group th a t 

re a lly  runs th is  coun try  —  the 
bosses. I t  is no t the Jew ish bank­
ers nor the Jew ish in du s tria lis ts , 
but A L L  the bankers and A L L  
the in d u s tr ia lis ts  combined who 
are the  ru le rs , Jews and C h ris ­
tians a like. T h e ir re lig io n  should 
m a tte r as l i t t le  to  us w orkers  as 
i t  does to  them . T h e ir on ly  god 
is the do lla r, and no t C h ris t o r 
Jehovah. I t  is p ro fit  they w orship. 
And they v io la te  a ll ten com­
mandments every day to  uphold 
th e ir  on ly commandment, “ Thou 
sha lt make more money.”

They do th is  by c u ttin g  wages 
and in it ia t in g  spe ed -ups ; by 
estab lish ing monopolies and f ix ­
ing  prices; and by m ak ing  w ar 
to ge t r id  o f im p e ria lis t r iv a ls  
and to  get fa t  w a r p ro fits .

I t  is the bosses who t r y  to  fioo1 
the w orkers by te ll in g  them  about 
the Jews “ run n ing  the show.”  
I t  is the bosses who benefit i f  
they can divide the  w orkers  and 
set C h ris tian  aga inst Jew, w h ite  
aga inst Negro, I r is h  aga inst 
Ita lia n .

Hitler, pawn of the Big Bosses, 
fooled some of the German work­
ers into believing that they could 
end their troubles by getting rid 
of the Jews. By now, the German 
workers have learned the full 
measure of Hitler’s fraud. The 
Jews have been “gotten rid of” 
but the bosses have remained to 
gobble up profits, drive down the 
workers’ living standards and 
slaughter them in their disastrous 
imperialist w'ar. Fascist Germany 
is proof that it  is not the Jews 
who are the workers’ real 
enemies.

L e t us n o t be deceived by these 
same lies.

U. S. Brass Hats Teach 
A  Lesson In Etiquette

B y B i l l  M organ
Do you know your etiquette? 

Do you always act like a gentle­
man or gentlewoman, as the 
case may be, when confronted 
with a delicate social situation? 
I f  you want a chance to brush 
up on the gentle art of manners, 
consider this example of con­
duct taken from real life as re­
ported by the M ay 3 N. Y. 
Herald-Tribune.

One m orn ing  recen tly  some 
A m erican officers attached to  the 
headquarters o f General P atch ’s 
7th A rm y  discovered th a t they 
had a German prisoner on th e ir  
hands. He was none o ther than 
F ie ld  M arshal K a r l Rudolph Gerd 
von Rundstedt, P russian a r is to ­
c ra t and com m ander-in -chie f o f 
the G erm an arm ies on the western 
fro n t. You can im agine th e ir  s u r­
prise.

There he stood, surrounded by 
newspapermen w ho were pester­
in g  h im  and ask ing  a ll sorts o f 
questions. A nd the poor fe llo w  
was tire d  and nervous a fte r  a

Bulgaria
The D a ily  W orker (M ay  10th) 

makes pub lic  a te legram  sent to 
George D im itro v , cha irm an o f the 
B u lga rian  Com m unist P a r ty  by 
the General Un ion o f B u lga rian  
In d u s tr ia lis ts . The te legram  de­
clares th a t the  in d u s tria lis ts  
“ stand un ited behind the F a the r- 
land F ro n t. (D im itro v  is a leader 
o f th is  o rgan iza tion  also— E D .) 
gu id ing  B u lga rian  in d u s try  and 
e xe rtin g  the u tm ost fo r  the B u l­
ga rian  people’s m a te ria l benefit 
and p rospe rity . We w ish  you 
hea lth  in  order to  be able to  ad­
vise us in the fu tu re .”

B u lga rian  cap ita lis ts  have good 
reason to  be th a n k fu l to  the S ta l­
in is t  D im itro v  and his m aster in 
the K rem lin . W hen the Red A rm y  
f irs t  entered B u lga ria , the w o rk ­
ers and peasants o f th a t country  
used the occasion to seize con tro l 
o f im p o rta n t industries and to 
set up Soviets in  many pa rts  o f 
the coun try  in  o rder to  establish 
th e ir  po litica l con tro l. Thereupon 
the heads o f the Red A rm y  d is­
armed the w orkers, disbanded the 
Soviets and arrested leaders of 
the workers. Thus cap ita lism  was 
saved by S ta lin ism  in  B u lga ria .

In  the meantim e, D im itro v  has 
worked w ith  m ig h t and m ain to 
safeguard ca p ita lis t co llabora tors 
fro m  the purge and to  prevent 
the na tiona liza tion  o f indus try .

B u y  T H E  M I L I T A N T  a n d  
F O U R T H  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  

in

NEWARK
a t  th e

Progressive W orkers  
School

423  S p r in g f ie ld  A v e n u e  
O p e n  D a i l y :

1 0 :3 0  A .  M . - 5 : 3 0  P . M .  
7 :3 0  -  1 0 :3 0  P . M .

Soviet Union
The fo llo w in g  in fo rm a tio n  on 

(he changes in  the inheritance 
laws in  the Soviet U n ion is re ­
p rin ted  fro m  La Voie de Lenine, 
(L e n in ’s Road), organ o f the Re­
vo lu tio n a ry  Com m unist P a rty , 
the Belg ian Section o f the F ourth  
In te rn a tion a l.

“ The governm ent o f the USSR 
has a lte red the  sta tutes rega rd ­
in g  inheritance. The new laws 
s tipu la te  th a t Soviet c itizens m ay 
w ill th e ir  p ro p e rty  to  a person 
o f th e ir  choice outside o f th e ir  
fa m ily , to  in s titu tio n s  o r to  con­
s titu te d  bodies. U p to th is  tim e, 
money o r personal p ro pe rty  such 
as fu rn itu re  o r personal e ffects 
could on ly  be le f t  to  ch ild ren o r 
to the s u rv iv in g  w idow . I f  the 
deceased had no ch ildren and i f  
the w idow  was also deceased, the 
p ro pe rty  re turned to the State.

“ T h is  a lte ra tio n  o f the in h e r­
itance laws is a serious ind ica­
tion  o f the g ro w in g  pressure on 
the S tate o f the peasant and tra d ­
in g  p e tty  bourgeoisie and o f the 
m illio n a ire  bureaucrats. I t  dem­
onstra tes th a t because o f the 
needs o f w a r economy, the scar­
c ity  o f foods tu ffs  and o f commo­
d ities  o f a ll kinds the in d iv id u ­
a lis t tendencies in  Soviet econ­
omy have been strengthened and 
as a consequence aggravates the 
th re a t o f ca p ita lis t res to ra tion .”

Rumania
The B e lg ian T ro ts k y is t paper 

La Voie De Lenine reports  th a t 
an announcement had been made

on the Moscow rad io th a t la s t 
year d u rin g  the  Red A rm y  vie 
to ries in Bessarabia the Moscow 
rad io  announced th a t “ hundreds 
o f T ro ts k y is t peasants were shot 
in  the course o f the advance o f 
the Red A rm y .”

La Voie de Lenine compares 
these actions to  those com­
m itted  by the S ta lin is ts  when the 
Red A rm y  invaded Poland and 
the B a ltic  states in 1939. A t  th a t 
tim e the w orkers  o f V ilno  greeted 
the oncom ing Red A rm y  by set­
t in g  up dem ocra tica lly  elected 
Soviets (w orkers  councils.) The 
Red A rm y  commander o f the  c ity  
a t th a t tim e  made i t  h is f irs t  task 
to  execute the delegates to  the 
Soviet and to  replace the  w o rk ing  
class power by ind iv idua ls  select­
ed fro m  the top  fro m  a ll pa rties, 
inc lud ing  ca p ita lis t pa rties.

long drive  fro m  his headquarters 
at Bad Toelz to  the Am erican 
lines.

N o t one o f the Am erican o f­
ficers was so rude as to  rush out, 
gun in hand, and yell “ Hands 
up !”  or an y th in g  like  tha t. Oh, 
no. These o ffice rs were gentlemen, 
as we sha ll see, and they know 
how to  deal w ith  prisoners—  
especially P russian aris tocra ts .

The f irs t  to  act was M a jo r 
F rank  W . M ilbu rn , commander o f 
the 21st A rm y  Corps. He eased 
the s itua tion  a t once by in v it in g  
the F ie ld  M arsha l inside fo r  a 
b it  o f a chat. And as they entered 
the headquarters M ilb u rn  re ­
m arked, “ T h is  is n o t an in te rro ­
ga tion  o r a n y th in g  lik e  th a t. I  
have the u tm os t respect fo r  you r 
a b il i ty  as a so ld ier.”

( A t  th is  p o in t some prisoners 
m ig h t have been stripped o f th e ir  
weapons and searched fo r  docu­
ments, handled rou gh ly , and 
ordered to  m arch to  the re a r a t 
double-tim e. B u t no t th is  prisoner. 
No, he was in  the  hands o f 
gentlem en.)

Once inside and seated com­
fo r ta b ly  the F ie ld  M arshal was 
urged to  accept some coffee and 
cognac. H is  nerves, you k n o w .. .  
He accepted the  refreshm ents. 
Then, a b it  embarrassed, he asked 
fo r  a c igare tte . A  m ost reasonable 
request.

F IE L D  M A R S H A L  T A L K S
T h is  tim e  Colonel R inaldo von 

B ran d t o f San A n ton io , Texas 
perform ed the honors. He im ­
m edia te ly produced a package o f 
a popu lar brand o f Am erican 
c igare ttes and o ffe red  them  to  
the prisoner.

(Once again you may wonder 
why not one o f the Am erican 
officers ordered the prisoner out 
to d ig  graves fo r  the bu rn t, 
mangled corpses o f H it le r ’s 
v ic tim s. You fo rg o t we are deal­
in g  here w ith  officers and gentle­
men.)

In  the qu ie t, chum m y atm os­
phere o f the decent gentlem en,

Why the Duke 
Left His Post 
In the Bahamas

In the March 31 issue of the 
British New Leader. George 
Padmore tells the inside story 
behind the resignation of the 
Duke of Windsor from the gov­
ernorship of the British West 
Indian colony of the Bahamas. 
The Duke resigned six months 
before his term expired from 
the post that paid 3,000 pounds 
per annum.

The s itua tion  in the  Bahamas 
•s typ ica l o f a ll W est Ind ian col­
onies o f the B r it is h  E m pire . A  
sm a'l group o f w h ite  p lan te rs  
and o il barons e xp lo it the vast 
m a jo r ity  o f the popu lation, the  
N egro w orkers a t coolie wages 
rnd under inhum an w o rk in g  con­
ditions. T hrough  a p ro pe rty  
qua lifica tion  o f 200 pounds a 
vear and an open ba llo t the w h ite  
.'liga rchy excludes the bu lk  o f 
the N egro  popu lation fro m  rep ­
resentation in the House o f A s ­
sembly.

T h is  explosive s itua tion  came 
to a head when the governm ent 
in London granted naval and a ir  
bases in  the  W est Ind ies to  the 
U n ited States a t the beg inn ing 
o f the w a r. A m erican contrac­
to rs  a rrived  in  Nassau, the cap i­
ta l o f the Bahamas, to  re c ru it  
laborers fo r  construction w o rk  in 
the o u tly in g  islands. The A m er­
ican cost-plus con tractors had 
agreed to o ffe r  the Negroes A m ­
erican ra tes o f pay. B u t a fte r  
objection fro m  local w h ite  em­
ployers th a t such a move would 
d is ru p t the  p re va ilin g  wage 
s truc tu re  o f the Islands the A m ­
erican o f fe r  was w ith d ra w n  and 
wage rates were pruned dowm to 
“ norm al.”

On June 1st, 1942, a general 
strike broke out, accompanied by 
riots in Nassau. The acting gov­
ernor ordered out the troops who 
fired on the people and several 
Negroes were killed or wounded. 
The Duke of Windsor who had 
been vacationing on his ranch in 
Canada rushed back to the Ba­
hamas.

TROTSKY’S WARNINGS 
ABOUT WORLD WAR II

Greece
The police d ic ta to rsh ip  th a t 

now rules Greece is s ta ffe d  fro m  
end to  end w ith  reactionary  b lack­
guards. T h e ir  records as oppres­
sors o f the labo r m ovem ent date; 
back a t least to  the  M etaxas die 
ta to rsh ip  which began in  1936. | 
The M in is te r o f Labor in the new 
governm ent is one K assim atis  
who specialized in  d isso lv ing  and 
suppressing the  trade unions un ­
der the M etaxas d ic ta to rsh ip .

The governm ent is headed by 
A d m ira l V ou lg a ris  who d is tin ­
guished h im se lf by crush ing the 
m u tin y  o f Greek sailors sym pa­
the tic  to  E A M  e a rly  in  1944 in 
A lexandria . M eanw hile i t  is  re ­
ported th a t th is  governm ent, a 
puppet o f the B ank o f England, 
is speeding arrangem ents fo r  a 
fake p leb iscite  on the  res to ra tion  
o f the  hated m onarchy in  Greece.

Order from

P IO N E E R  PU B LISH ER S
116 U N IVE R SITY  PLACE  
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the F ie ld  M arsha l re laxed and 
fe lt  e n tire ly  a t ease and, fo r  an. 
hour o r so, w h ile  he sipped his 
coffee and cognac and smoked 
his c igare tte , he ta lked w ith  his 
new friends.

He spoke o f the w a r. Some­
tim es he spoke sadly. Sometimes 
he spoke b it te r ly  and a t  tim es he 
was do w n rig h t wh im sica l.

“ I t  was am using when I  had m y 
headquarters in  Paris, a t V e r­
sailles. The French said they did 
not fe a r a ir  ra ids because General 
E isenhower and I  had agreed no t 
to bomb each o th e r’s command 
post,”  he said, g r in n in g  broadly.

(O f course no one mentioned 
a word about taking the prisoner 
on a tour of the concentration 
camps to view the atrocities. Only 
a cad would bring up such a sub­
ject.)

The F ie ld  M arshal was im ­
m aculate in his tr im , grey-green 
u n ifo rm  b u t he apologized fo r  
his scanty luggage. “ M y las t 
u n ifo rm ,”  he expla ined. “ E ve ry ­
th in g  I  had was destroyed las t 
M arch when yo u r a irfo rce  bombed 
me ou t a t Bad Nauheim .”

A g a in  M ilb u rn  stepped in to  the 
breach. In  a d ip lom atic  e f fo r t  to 
take the p rison e r’s m ind o f f  the 
w a r he said, “ T h is  is b e au tifu l 
cou n try  th ro u g h  here.”

( I t  would have been de fin ite ly  
ou t o f place and a sign o f bad 
m anners to  suggest th a t  the 
prisoner be sent to  a fo re ign  
cou n try  as a slave laborer. 
H a p p ily  none o f the officers p re ­
sent made th is  b lunder.)

THOUGHTS ON WAR
Com ple te ly rested and fee ling  

ra th e r chipper, the F ie ld  M arshal 
again ta lked  o f the  w a r. “ A re n ’t  
you surp rised to  see the destruc­
tion  y o u r bombers and a r t i l le ry  
have caused?”  he asked.

Now i t  fe l l  upon B rig a d ie r Gen­
era l W ard H. M arks, o f Pasadena, 
C a lif., to  re lieve the p risone r’s 
self-consciousness and to remove 
any fee lin g  o f  de featism  which 
m ig h t lin g e r in  the F ie ld  
M arsha l’s m ind. “ No, s ir ,”  he 
rep lied  s k il lfu lly ,  “ we saw London 
f irs t.”

H is m orale boosted, the  a r is to ­
c ra tic  prisoner mused, “ Mech­
anized w a r is no t p re tty ,”  and 
he resumed s ip p in g  h is coffee and 
cognac.

Not a word was mentioned 
about putting the prisoner on 
trial as an enemy of civilization, 
of hanging him if proved guilty. 
Not a word. No, indeed! How 
could anyone suggest such a 
thing? I t  would have been poor 
etiquette!

R E F U S E  TO BUD G E
So explosive had the .situation 

become th a t the Duke feared th a t 
B r it is h  ru le  m ig h t be seriously 
endangered by upsurge o f the 
masses. Concessions had to  be 
made to appease an aroused peo­
ple. A commission appointed by 
the Duke b rough t in recommend­
ations th a t wages be increased to 
meet the  r is in g  cost o f  liv in g ; 
th a t h igh e r ta xa tio n  be placed on 
Europeans; th a t the money der­
ived fro m  taxa tion  should be 
tu rned over to  a social secu rity  
fund. O ther recommendations 
dealt w ith  a pub lic  works p rogram  
to re lieve unem ploym ent a fte r  
w o rk  on A m erican bases had 
been completed and t a r i f f  reduc­
tions to  p e rm it the im p o rta tio n  
o f cheaper foo ds tu ffs  fo r  the 
masses.

B u t the w h ite  Bourbons refused 
to  budge an inch. W hen the 
Duke b ro ug h t in  the Com m is­
sion’s recommendations, the A s ­
sem bly f la t ly  re jected them. 
Then the Duke in troduced a Con­
s titu tio n a l re fo rm  b i l l  to  substi­
tu te  the  secret ba llo t fo r  open 
voting . A ga in  the Assem bly v o t­
ed h im  down. He threatened to 
invoke the special powers invest 
ed in h im  as Governor, bu t when 
the Bourbons threatened to  preci 
p ita te  a p o lit ic a l c ris is  he back­
ed down.

L a s t December the Duke made 
another and his fina l a ttem p t to 
in troduce the  secret ba llo t b ill.  He 
warned th a t i f  the Assem bly per­
sisted fu r th e r  r io ts  and labo r d is­
turbances w ou ld  break ou t in  the 
Islands fo r  w h ich  he would hold 
them  responsible. B u t the  w h ite  
ru le rs , backed up by the B r it is h  
Colon ia l O ffice, rem ained ada­
m an t and threatened to  f ire  the 
Duke i f  he persisted.

The Duke had to resign.
I f  a G overnor be longing to  the 

K in g ’s own fa m ily  could no t ob­
ta in  m inor concessions fo r  the 
people o f the Bahamas, i t  is  c lear 
tha t they w il l  be able to  free 
themselves fro m  B rit is h  ty ra n n y  
and ca p ita lis t exp lo ita tion  on ly 
by re ly in g  upon th e ir  own inde­
pendent forces. In  th is  f ig h t they 
should receive the warm est sym ­
pa thy and staunch support from  
the w o rk ing  class o f England and 
the U n ited  States.

Last week’s M ilitan t published a few of Trotsky’s many 
warnings to the workers of the dangers of Nazism. In  this issue 
we present more excerpts from Trotskys writings concerning 
Hitlerism and the Second World War. Eleven years ago a ll the 
demagogues promised the people enduring peace. Using the 
Marxist method of analysing history in the making, I rotsky 
exposed the hidden mainsprings of both the German and Allied  
moves and warned the workers of the impending slaughter.

“ The same causes,”  said T ro ts k y  in 1934, “ inseparable fro m  
modern cap ita lism  which b rough t about the la s t im p e r ia lis t w a r 
have now reached in f in ite ly  g re a te r tension than in  the m iddle o f 
1914. The fe a r o f the consequences o f a new w a r is the on ly  fa c to r 
w h ich fe tte rs  the w i l l  o f im peria lism . B u t the e fficacy o f th is  brake 
is lim ited . The stress o f inne r con trad ic tions pushes one cou n try  
a fte r  another on the road to  fascism  which, in  its  tu rn , cannot m a in ­
ta in  power except by p repa ring  in te rn a tio n a l explosions. A l l  gov­
ernm ents fe a r w ar. B u t none o f the governm ents has any freedom  
o f choice. W ith o u t a p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion  a new w o rld  w a r is in ­
evitab le .”  (W a r and the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l. 1934).

S ix years before Roosevelt prom ised again and again and again 
to keep the sons o f the fa th e rs  and m others fro m  f ig h t in g  in  any 
fo re ign  wars, T ro ts k y  fo resaw  even the m a in  a lignm ents in  the 
com ing w ar.

“ D riven by its  unbearable con trad ic tions and the consequences 
o f defeat, German cap ita lism  has been forced to  tea r o f f  the s tra it-  
ja cke t o f dem ocratic pac ifism  and now comes fo rw a rd  as the ch ie f 
th re a t to  the V ersa illes system. S tate com binations on the E u ro ­
pean con tinen t s t i l l  fo llo w  in  the  m ain the line  o f v ic to rs  and van ­
quished. I ta ly  occupies the place o f a treacherous go-between, ready 
to  sell its  fr ie n d sh ip  a t the decisive m om ent to  the  s tronger side, 
as she did d u rin g  tile  la s t w a r.”  (W a r and the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l. 
1934.)

F ea ring  the approaching w a r would upset his bu reaucra tic  g r ip  
on the Soviet U n ion , S ta lin  sought a lliances w ith  the “ democracies.”  
In  1938 T ro ts k y  predicted S ta lin  would soon consummate a pact 
w ith  H itle r .

“ S ta lin ’s next move w i l l  be a d ip lom atic  approach to  H it le r ,  
and H it le r ,  in  tu rn , w i l l  ta lk  business. B u t no t on the basis o f ab­
stractions, shibboleths, o r ‘ p rinc ip les ’ —  H it le r ’s p rinc ip les  are 
as fa lse  and phony as S ta lin ’s. H i t le r  w i l l  demand, and S ta lin  w i l l  
o ffe r, concessions, concrete and tan g ib le .”  (S oc ia lis t Appeal, October 
15, 1938.)

A f te r  the s ig n in g  o f th e ir  pact, common be lie f held H it le r  and 
S ta lin  were “ tw ins.”  who w ould set ou t tog e the r to  conquer the 
w o rld . T ro ts k y  again warned th a t re a lity  was d iffe re n t fro m  th is  
sup e rfic ia l v iew .

“ To p ic tu re  i t  as i f  the new western boundary o f the USSR were 
a perm anent b a rr ie r to H it le r ’s road eastward v io la tes a ll p ropo r­
tion . . . The m arch eastward presupposes a m a jo r w a r between Ger­
m any and the  USSR. W hen the tim e  comes fo r  th is  w ar, the ques­
tio n  as to  w hat m erid ian  the s tru g g le  w i l l  begin upon w i l l  have 
on ly  secondary s ign ificance .”  (A r t ic le  in  L ib e rty , January  27, 1940.) 

F o re to ld  Fate o f  G erm an Im p e r ia lis m
In  the  e a rly  m onths o f 1940 m any com m entators ta lked about 

the “ phony”  w a r and predicted th a t German arm ies w ould no t a t­
tem p t to  a ttack  France. T ro ts k y  saw d iffe re n tly .

“ As g re a t as m ay be H it le r ’s conquests in  Europe, the y  w i l l  
no t solve the problem  o f German cap ita lism ; on the c o n tra ry  they 
on ly  aggrava te  it .  The A u s tr ia n , Czech and Polish industries  were 
added to  the G erm an; a ll o f them  suffered fro m  narrowness o f 
na tiona l borders and lack o f ra w  m ateria ls . F u rth e r, in  o rder to  re ­
ta in  the new te rr ito r ie s , a constant tension o f m il ita ry  forces is 
unavoidable. H i t le r  can cap ita lize  on his European successes on ly  
on a w o rld  scale. In  o rder to  do th is  he m ust crush F rance and 
England. H it le r  cannot stop. Consequently the  A llie s  cannot stop 
e ithe r i f  they do no t w ish to com m it vo lu n ta ry  suicide.”  ( In te rv ie w  
in  St. Lou is  Post D ispatc^. F eb ru a ry  14, 1940.)

A t  the beg inn ing o f H i t le r ’s conquests, m any po litic ia n s  im ag­
ined he would endure fo r  an un lim ite d  period o f tim e . T ro tsky , how­
ever, saw no prospect o f the s tab iliza tion  o f European cap ita lism  un­
der H itle r .

“ In  re tu rn  fo r  the enslavem ent o f the peoples H it le r  prom ises 
to establish a ‘German Peace’ in  Europe fo r  a period o f centuries. 
A n  em pty  m irage ! The ‘B r it is h  Peace’ a f te r  the v ic to ry  over N apo­
leon could endure a cen tu ry— not a thousand years— sole ly because 
B r ita in  was the pioneer^of a new technology and a progressive sys­
tem  o f production. N o tw ith s ta n d in g  the s treng th  o f her in d u s try , 
present-day G erm any, lik e  her enemies, is the standard bearer o f a 
doomed social system. H it le r ’s v ic to ry  w ou ld  in re a lity  n o t mean 
peace b u t the  beg inn ing  o f a new series o f bloody clashes on a 
w o rld  scale. . . B u t n e ithe r would an A llie d  tr iu m p h  re s u lt in  any 
m ore ra d ia n t consequences.”  (M an ifes to  o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l 
on the Im p e ria lis t W’a r and the P ro le ta rian  R evolution. 1940.)

The German m il ita ry  m achine was the m ost fo rm idab le  h is to ry  
had seen before the hot-house developm ent o f Am erican m ilita r is m . 
Nevertheless T ro ts k y  was able to  foresee the hopeless impasse o f 
the German arm ies.

“ I  do no t believe fo r  a mom ent, as I  have stated, in  the  actua l 
rea liza tion  o f H i t le r ’s plans concern ing a Pax Germ anica— th a t is, 
w o rld  dom ination . German im peria lism  arrived  too la te ; i ts  m il i­
ta ry  fu ry  w i l l  end in  a trem endous catastrophe.”  (A r t ic le  in L ib e rty , 
January  27, 1940.)

Today m any are pessim istic about the  fu tu re  o f socialism . 
They feel th a t cap ita lism  w il l  be able to  m a in ta in  its e lf  inde fin ite ly . 
T ro tsky , however, before he was assassinated by an agent o f S ta lin , 
looked s t i l l  fu r th e r  in to  the fu tu re  and made the fo llo w in g  forecast.

“ None o f the present governm ents w i l l  su rv ive  th is  w a r. The 
program s w h ich  are now procla im ed w i l l  soon be fo rg o tte n  ju s t  as 
w il l  th e ir  authors. The on ly  p rog ram  th a t  the ru lin g  classes w i l l  
m a in ta in  is : Save th e ir  own skins.

“ The c a p ita lis t system is in  a b lind  a lley. W ith o u t an en tire  
reconstruction  o f the economic system on a European and a w o rld  
scale our c iv iliz a tio n  is doomed. The s tru g g le  o f b lind  forces and 
unbrid led in te rests  m ust be replaced by the  ru le  o f reason, o r p lan, 
o f conscious o rgan iza tion .”  ( In te rv ie w  in  St. Louis Post D ispatch. 
F eb ru a ry  14, 1940.)

BOSTON
H O U S E W A R M IN G  P A R T Y

Saturday, May 26

Dancing . . . Refreshments 
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One-fourth of America’s farm­
ers can’t vote because of the 
poll tax.

DETROIT
M A Y  JA M B O R E E

DANCING  E N T E R T A IN M E N T
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Big Business Domination Over The American Press
B y P au l A b b o tt

The labor movement came in for attack at the annual meet­
ing of the American Newspaper Publishers Association in New 
York April 26. This organization of capitalist publishers believes 
that the working man should be held down to the grindstone. 
Consequently it lines up its membership for concerted action 
whenever it believes labor’s m ilitancy is rising.

“ In  a re p o rt on proposed 
changes to  the social secu rity  
la w ,”  declares the N. Y. Herald 
T ribune , “ the publishers were 
warned th a t many in terests, in ­
c lud ing governm ent agencies and 
labo r organ izations, are advocat­
ing  proposals th a t ‘are develop­
ing  some s itua tions where i t  
could conceivably be more p ro fit­
able to be unemployed than i t  
would be to w o rk .”  Decoding the 
double ta lk , th is  means the pub­
lishers do no t believe the postw ar 
period w ill provide 60 m illio n  
jobs. On the con tra ry , they  ex­
pect a te rr if ic  depression.

Wages, they are convinced, can 
be forced down to a new bottom . 
B ut i f  demands o f the labor 
movement fo r  social security , fo r  
unem ploym ent insurance, etc. 
succeed in  becoming law , then 
the em ployers w ill have d iff ic u lty  
in  fo rc in g  wages down to  the level 
they hope could otherw ise be i 
reached. The bosses would even 
lik e  to  scrap the present inade­
quate provisions.

The ca p ita lis t press, coord inat­
ed th rough such o rgan iza tions as 
the A N P A , can be expected to 
launch concerted propaganda 
aga inst the progressive “ propo­
sals”  advocated by “ labo r organ­
iza tions.”

K E P T  PRESS
The m eeting o f the A N P A  re ­

m inds us once m ore th a t the da i­
ly  press belongs to the ca p ita lis t 
class, body and soul. In  his book, 
A m erica ’s 60 Fam ilies, Ferdinand 
Lundberg  declares: “ The jo u r ­
na lism  o f the U n ited  States, fro m  
top to  bottom , is the personal a f ­
fa i r  —  bought and paid fo r  — 
c f  the  w e a lthy  fam ilies . There 
is l i t t le  in A m erican jo u rna lism  
today, good o r bad, w h ich  does 
n o t emanate fro m  the fa m ily  dyn ­
asties. The press lo rds o f A m e r­
ica are ac tu a lly  to  be found 
among the m u ltim illio n a ire  fa m ­
ilie s .”

Lundbe rg ’s expose, has never 
b e e n  successfully challenged. 
“ Newspapers as a whole are hos­
t ile  to organized labo r,”  he con­
tinues, “ and the public is there­
fo re  suspicious o f organized la ­
bor whenever i t  moves to im p le­
m ent its  r ig h ts . W hether the hos­
t i l i t y  be open o r covert i t  is  nev­
ertheless a notorious fa c t th a t a ll 
the e ffec tive  e ffo r ts  o f labo r to  
be tte r its  precarious economic 
position arc m isrepresented by 
the newspapers. The average 
newspaper reader believes th a t 
labo r s ta rts  r io ts , th row s bombs, 
and is the enemy o f law  and o r­
der.

“ M isrepresenta tion  o f union la ­
bor is, indeed, fundam enta l in  a ll 
newspapers, a lm ost w ith o u t ex­
ception, and is read ily  under­
standable since a ll gains made by 
labor, a lthough o f ind irec t benefit 
to  the m iddle classes and to  the 
fa rm ers  as we ll, are gains made 
a t the expense o f reduced d iv i­
dends and management salaries 
fo r  the rich  fam ilies  th a t own or 
con tro l newspapers... T h is  v ir tu ­
a lly  unbroken coord ination o f the 
Am erican press would seem a 
m iracle  o f coincidence if. i t  were 
not obvious tha t the press is ow n­
ed by the w ea lth ies t fam ilies , who 
m ust d is to rt and suppress dyna­
m ic news to re ta in  p o litica l, so­
c ia l and economic power.”

LORDS OF JO U R N A L IS M
Lundberg  r e v e a l s  s ta r t lin g  

fac ts  about the financia l lo rdsh ip 
over the press. The M organ fa m ­
ily ,  fo r  instance, holds the con­
tro ll in g  s tr in g s  o f The Am erican 
M agazine, The C oun try  Home, 
C o llie r’s W eekly, W om an’s Home 
Companion, and The Saturday 
Review o f L ite ra tu re . “ Perhaps

•>-----------------------------------------
the m ost d ire c t and s ign ifican t 
M organ jo u rn a lis tic  connection is 
w ith  T im e, Inc. publisher o f the 
w ide ly  c ircu la tin g  T im e, weekly 
news m agazine o f tho ro ug h ly  re ­
actiona ry  o rien ta tion , Fortune, 
ch ie f apolog ist fo r  the w ea lthy 
fam ilies , L ife , la rgest p ic tu re  
magazine, and A rc h ite c tu ra l F o r­
um .”

Am ong o ther pow erfu l newspa­
pers obedient to the voice o f the 
M organs, Lundberg  cites the C h i­
cago D a ily  News. S. L. A ve ry , 
president o f M ontgom ery W ard 
and Company, con tro lled  by  M o r­
gan, happens to  be a d irec to r o f | 
th is  newspaper. M ost w orkers w i l l  
reca ll the un an im ity  o f sym pathy 
among ca p ita lis t newspapers fo r  
A ve ry  when he defied a W a r L a ­
bor Board order on the union con­
trac t.

The Chicago T ribune and th e ; 
New Y o rk  D a ily  News are house; 
organs o f the colossally w ea lthy  
M cCorm ick dynasty. News-W eek, 
com petito r o f  Tim e, is the tool 
o f the A stors , H a rrim ans, M e l­
lons, W hitneys and Cheneys. The 
New Y o rk  T im es is the creature 
o f the Lehman bank ing  fa m ily . 
The C u rtis -B ok  fa m ily  holds The 
l  adies Home Journa l, The S at­
urday E ven ing Post, The C ountry 
Gentlem an and a num ber o f P h ila ­
delphia newspapers.

The u t te r ly  venal and reaction­
a ry  character o f  the press under 
the con tro l o f these w ea lthy fa m ­
ilies  is w e ll il lu s tra te d  in  the 
case o f the na tion-w ide H ears t 
chain. “ In  1898 i t  was revealed 
th a t s ix  years e a r lie r  H ears t had 
signed contracts w ith  the South­
ern Pacific R a ilroad, agreeing fo r  
a m on th ly  consideration o f $1,000 
no t to  be u n frie n d ly . A nd in  1934, 
to m ention a recent instance, the 
H earst newspapers agreed to sup­
p ly  the  H it le r  press bureau w ith  
A m erican  news dispatches fo r  the 
sizeable consideration o f  $400,000 
annually... A f te r  th is  a rrange­
m ent w ith  the  H it le r  reg im e the 
H ears t newspapers began beat­
in g  the d rum  fo r  the  T h ird  
Reich.”

Sm all wonder th a t w orkers, be­
g in n in g  to  see th rou gh  the lies of 
the c a p ita lis t press, appreciate 
The M il ita n t !  In  the face o f the 
m ost pow erfu l vested in te rests 
the w orld  has ever seen, The M il­
ita n t courageously te lls  the tru th , 
i t  is financed w h o lly  by the con­
tr ib u tio n s  o f w o rk ingclass read­
ers who appreciate its  f ig h tin g  
qua lities  and its  ro le in defending 
the labo r m ovem ent fro m  the ra ­
pacious W a ll S tree t cliques.

The ru lin g  o liga i'chy likew ise 
understands the ro le  o f The M il i ­
tan t. A t  the beg inn ing o f the w ar 
the governm ent placed our ed ito r 
toge ther w ith  17 o ther trade un­
ion is ts  and leaders o f the Social­
is t W oi'kers P a rty  on t r ia l  in  the 
fam ous M inneapolis Labor Case 
and ra ilroaded them  to prison. On 
top o f th is  in  1943 Postm aster- 
General W a lke r tr ied  to suppress 
The M il ita n t  by ta k in g  aw ay its  
second class m a ilin g  r ig h ts .

The M il ita n t fo u g h t back w ith ­
out conceding an inch. We knew 
once the w o rk in g  class was arous­
ed and in fo rm ed i t  would ra l ly  to 
our support. The w o rk in g  class 
did ra lly . F irs t ,  labo r organ iza­
tions representing s ix  m illio n  
members petitioned fo r  the re ­
lease o f  the 18. Then, in  the 
course o f tw o campaigns, tens o f 
thousands o f new reader's have 
become subscribers to our paper. 
W ith  your help we in tend to con­
tinue  to  counterpose the tru th  to 
the a n ti- la b o r lies o f the b ig-bus­
iness press.

CHILD LABOR

C hild labor has mounted to  five  m illio ns  in  the course o f the 
Second W orld  W ar. The charts  show e x is tin g  sta te  laws— although 
even these have not been enforced du ring  the w ar. Above: shown 
in 'black are states in which the m in im um  age fo r  w ork is under 
16; states shown in  w h ite  have a m in im um  age o f 16. Below the 
states shown in black are those which a llow  ch ildren to  w ork 
under 16. The states in g ra y  have a m in im um  age o f 16 fo r  w ork 
d u rin g  school hours except on fa rm s and in domestic service. 
Those in  w h ite  have a m in im um  o f 16 fo r  any k ind  o f w ork 
d u rin g  school hours.

British Puppet Government 
Slaughters Greek Workers

(Continued fro m  page 1)
arm ies. T h is  can be proved b y  I 
quotations fro m  The M ilita n t, 
w r itte n  when the P artisans s t i l l  
contro lled a ll Greece and were 
defending themselves aga inst the 
B r it is h  in Athens.

On December 9, sh o rtly  a fte r  
the outbreak o f the c iv il w ar, 
The M il i ta n t  warned: “ The m ain 
obstacle between the Greek w o rk ­
in g  class and the advancement o f 
Ihe p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion  is now 
S ta lin ism ... Instead o f opposing 
A llie d  im p e ria lism  and w a rn ing  
the masses, the S ta lin is ts  sup­
ported the A llie d  conquerors, ac­
cep ting  posts in  th e ir  puppet cab­
ine t.”

W H A T  W E  S A ID
The Dec. 30 M il ita n t  p red ic t­

ed: “ The Greek revo lu tion  w ill 
end in a ho rrib le  b lood -le tting  i f  
the S ta lin is ts  succeed in  th e ir  
designs.”

The M il ita n t  warned again on 
Janua ry  6 o f S ta lin is t treachery : 
“ Since the  c iv il w a r broke out, 
the K re m lin  has n o t said a word 
aga inst C h u rch ill’s use o f force 
and violence. Moscow did  no t 
even w ith d ra w  recogn ition  o f the 
G lucksburg dynas ty  as the o ff i­
c ia l governm ent o f Greece. 
C hurch ill, Eden and Bevin have 
a ll declared th a t B r it is h  troops 
entered Greece w ith  the approval 
o f Moscow. C h u rch ill emphasized

th is  fa c t again on December 26 
d u rin g  his A thens v is it :  ‘We
B ritish ... came here w ith  approva l 
o f P resident Roosevelt and 
M arshal S ta lin ...’ ”

The same issue o f The M ilita n t 
continues: “ The S ta lin is ts  were 
the f irs t to ca ll fo r  the regency. 
On the day the B r it is h  provoked 
c iv i l w ar, the S ta lin is t newspaper 
R iz ipastis  published an a rtic le  by 
the  S ta lin is t leader, Jean Zevgos, 
dem anding the establishm ent o f  a 
tegency.”

W hen Genera) Seraphis and 
others under S ta lin is t dom ination 
signed the January  12 “ truce ,”  
The M il i ta n t  o f January  20 
warned: “ The truce is a v ic to ry  
fo r  A llie d  counter-revo lu tion  . . . 
The seve rity  o f A llie d  regulations 
in A thens indicates they have 
l i t t le  confidence in  the perm an­
ence o f the truce... The truce does 
not a t a ll s ig n ify  th a t C hurch ill 
has g iven up his po licy o f blood 
and iron... The regency estab lish­
ed by the B r it is h  is c a rry in g  ou t 
C h u rch ill’s b ru ta l counter-revo lu­
tio n a ry  po licy to  the le tte r... Plas- ‘ 
tiras ... prepares to  act the ro le  o f 
butcher fo r  the B ritish ... A ltho ug h  ! 
the truce w ent in to  e ffe c t Jan. 
15, the B r it is h  are s t i l l  m opping 
up in  the A thens area. When 
they have consolidated th e ir  posi­
tions they w ill probably move 
aga inst the areas to which E LA S  
retrea ted. The c iv il w a r provoked 
by the A llie s  is fa r  fro m  ended.”

HOW INDUSTRIALISTS ORGANIZE 
ANTI-LABOR FASCIST GANGS

Beginning Next W eek, May 26  

“ The M ilita n t” W ill Publish on This Page 

W eekly Installm ents o f

JAMES P. CANNON’S
‘History of American Trotskyism’

A Report by a Partic ipant

The Background and Struggles o f the Socialist 

W orkers Party Told by Its National Secretary

(The following introduction to "Fascism— What I t  Is, How 
to Fight It,’’ was written in August, 1944, before the court de­
clared a "m istria l” at Washington in the case of the 30 native
fascists.)

*  3

The w ritin g s  o f Leon T ro tsky  
en Fascism, included in th is  pam ­
ph le t, prove th a t the present show 
t r ia l  o f the Roosevelt adm in isti;a- 
tion , fa r  fro m  c o n s titu tin g  a f ig h t  
against Fascism, is m ere ly em pty, 
th e a trica l bombast.

To re a lly  s trugg le  against the 
organ izers o f Fascism, th a t is, 
those who finance it ,  con tro l it  
and set the Fascist movement 
in to  m otion, one would have to 
s trugg le  against the Fords, the 
du Pouts, the G ird le rs  and Averys. 
To render re a lly  powerless these 
forces, one must destroy the cap­
ita l is t  system which gives them 
streng th . A t  a ce rta in  stage, when 
the ca p ita lis t p lu tocra ts  feel th e ir 
con tro l, th e ir  p riv ileges and ru le 
menaced, when they fe a r fo r  the 
c a p ita lis t system, they w ill a t­
tem pt to  set in to  m otion the de­
spa iring  m iddle classes against the 
labor movement in order to  im ­
pose on the A m erican people a 
bloody Fascist d ic ta to rsh ip .

We saw a p rev iew  on a m inor 
scale o f w hat Fascism re a lly  rep ­
resents and how and by whom 
i t  is organized d u rin g  the L it t le  
Steel S tr ik e  in  1937. We saw v ig i­
lan te  gangs made up o f pool room

sis

toughs and the scum o f the cities 
organized th roughou t Ohio, Penn­
sy lvan ia  and low er M ich igan. U n ­
der demagogic program s, clothed 
w ith  the a u th o r ity  o f the la w  or 
to le ra ted by  the  police, these 
gangs w ent ou t clubs in band to 
smash the labo r o rgan iza tions,and 
guarantee the au toc ra tic  ru le  of 
the steel corporations.

W ho were the rea l insp ire r«  o f 
these Fasc is ts-like  v i g i l a n t e  
gangs ? The sm all f r y  leaders in 
M assilon, Canton o r K en t?  No, 
the leaders were the heads o f the 
Republic and Bethlehem  Steel 
Corpora tions and behind them  
the W a ll S tree t bankers. W h a t 
would you say o f a cam paign to 
b r in g  to  jus tice  the pe rpe tra to rs  
o f these crim es, i f  the local 
t o u g h y  o f K en t, Ohio was 
b rough t to t r ia l  b u t G ird le r’s name 
was not even mentioned. Such a 
t r ia l  is called a whitewash.

(F rom  “ Fascism — W hat I t  Is, 
How to  F ig h t I t , ”  a com pila tion 
o f w r it in g s  by Loon T ro ts k y ; in ­
troduction  by E. R. F ra n k ; pp. 5-6. 
Pioneer Publishers, 1944; 48 pp., 
15 cents. O rder from  Pioneer Pub­
lishers, 116 U n ive rs ity  Place, N .Y . 
3, N .Y .)

ELECTIONS SHOW FRENCH 
PEOPLE WANT SOCIALISM

B y A lb e r t  G o ldm an
The results of the recent municipal elections in France 

clearly indicate that the French workers are ready to struggle 
for a Socialist France. It also indicates that the French work­
ers are still unaware of the fact that the party which they are 
supporting is the greatest obstacle to the victory of the European 
masses.

F o rty  percent o f the voters o f® -------------------------------------------------------
P aris  supported the S ta lin is ts . 
The in d u s tr ia l suburbs o f P aris  
gave the S ta lin is t p a rty  a solid 
vote. There can be no explana­
tion  fo r  the support the w orkers 
o f F rance are g iv in g  th a t p a rty  
o ther than th a t they s t i l l  believe 
th a t th is  p a rty  is a revo lu tiona ry  
p a rty  representing  the program  
o f socialism  fo r  F rance and 
Europe.

T h a t the v ic to ries  o f the Soviet 
a rm y have b ro ug h t the S ta lin is ts  
g rea t p restige  can be ad m itte d ; 
th a t the v a lia n t s trugg le  which 
the S ta lin is ts  carried on aga inst 
the German a rm y o f occupation, 
a fte r  H it le r  attacked the Soviet 
Union, a ttrac ted  the support of 

many w orkers, peasants and low er 
m iddle class elements to  them 
can also be taken fo r  granted. 
B u t i t  is d if f ic u lt  to believe th a t 
the French w orkers are vo tin g  fo r  
the S ta lin is t p a rty  s im p ly  because 
i t  is connected w ith  the S ta lin is t 
a rm y and fo u g h t aga inst the 
German a rm y o f occupation. The 
main reason is th a t the French 
workers believe th a t the Com­
m un is t P a rty  stands fo r  a s tru g ­
gle fo r  socia'ism  and fo r  the 
so lu tion o f th e ir  problem s in a
soc ia lis t m anner.

*  *  *

Upon the shoulders o f the 
French w orkers rest Ihe respon­
s ib ility  and burden tha t rested on 
Ihe shoulders o f the German 
workers in  1918. A t  th a t tim e 
Germ any was the key to  the 
European revo lu tion . I t  had a 
w o nd e rfu lly  - organized w o rk ing  
class w ith  tens o f thousands of 
m ilita n ts  tra ined  in the tra d itio n s  
o f revo lu tiona ry  socialism . I ts  in ­
du s try  was ha rd ly  touched by the 
w ar and a lthough food was not 
p le n tifu l there was enough to 
sa tis fy  the hunger o f the masses.

G E R M A N Y  T O D A Y
On the east o f G erm any was 

the S oviet U n ion. I ts  Red A rm y  
was no t pow erfu l and its  in ­
dustries were undeveloped. B u t 
its  masses under the leadership 
o f Lenin and T ro ts k y  were ready 
to f ig h t and die fo r  the German 
R evolution as they  fo u g h t and 
died fo r  the  Russian Revolution. 
So p o w e rfu l was the German 
w o rk in g  class, so m ig h ty  was 
German in d u s try  th a t  a revo lu ­
tion  in  Germ any would have been 
fo llow ed im m ed ia te ly  by revo lu ­
tions in a ll o f cen tra l Europe and 
in  a ll p ro b a b ility  in  western E u ­
rope as w e ll. Germ any was in ­
deed the key to  the European 
revo lu tion .

B u t now G erm any can be said 
to be the key to the European 
Revolu tion on ly  in  the  sense o f 
its  po ten tia l in d u s tr ia l capacity. 
German in d u s try  is ravaged, a 
g re a t m any o f its  m il ita n t  w o rk ­
er-leaders dead, its  land occupied 
by Am erican, B r it is h  and S ta lin ­
is t arm ies. F o r the im m ediate 
period one can ha rd ly  expect G er­
many to  be the key to  the 
European revo lu tion  in the sense 
th a t one can expect a revo lu tion  
in Germ any and thus set in to  
m otion the woi'kers o f a ll o f 
Europe.

*  *  *

France is the coun try  which 
can be said to be the key to the 
European revo lu tion  in the sense 
th a t the w o rkers  in  th a t country 
have the best op p o rtu n ity  to  take 
power and to spread the  revo lu ­
tion  to the res t o f Europe. A  
g re a t num ber o f F rench w orkers 
have fo u g h t in the resistance 
movements aga inst the  German 
a rm y. In  th a t s tru g g le  the w o rk ­
ers have acquired m ilita n c y , ex­
perience and above a ll confidence 
in themselves. E ve ry th in g  in ­
dicates th a t they  are anxious to  
proceed fa r th e r  and take  power 
in to  th e ir  own hands.

W h a t stops them? The an­
swer is clear. I t  is  the S ta l­
in is t P a rty . In  1918, a t the 
end o f the F ir s t  W orld  W ar the 
Social - Dem ocratic parties con­
s titu ted  the main b a rr ie r in  the 
s trugg le  o f the w orkers to  achieve 
power and build  a socia lis t E u ­
rope. The m a jo r ity  o f the w o rk ­
ers followed the Social-Dem o­
cra tic  parties. The young revo lu ­
tion a ry  parties did not succeed 
in w inn ing  the masses to  th e ir 
side.

In  1945 i t  is the S ta lin is ts  who 
con tro l the decisive sections o f 
the w o rk in g  masses. T h is  lias 
been proved in  France d u rin g  
the m un ic ipa l elections; th is  is 
probably tru e  o f N o rth e rn  I ta ly  
and o f B elg ium . The conclusion 
is inescapable. To the exte.nt th a t 
the S ta lin is t pa rties  now have the 
support o f decisive sections o f the 
w o rk in g  class and could lead the 
w orkers  to  power, i f  they wanted 
to do so, to  th a t ex ten t the y  are 
p la y in g  the same counter-revo lu-

l ionary ro le  th a t the Social- 
Dem ocrats played in 1918.

+ * *
W hen one compares the present 

s itua tion  in  Europe w ith  the one 
th a t existed im m ed ia te ly  fo llo w ­
ing the F ir s t  W orld  W ar, one can 
note b’oth advantages and disad­
vantages. The m ain fa c to r th a t is 
un favorab le  is th a t  the Soviet 
Union is now under the con tro l 
o f S ta lin  who fears a successful 
revo lu tion  in western Europe be­
cause th a t would endanger the 
ru le  o f the S ta lin is t bureaucracy 
Whereas in  1918 the w orkers  
could count w ith  absolute assur­
ance on help fro m  the Soviet 
Union, a t present the Soviet 
arm ies would help the im p e ria lis t 
arm ies crush the revo lu tion .

A no the r unfavorab le  fa c to r is 
the more aggressive, more power­
fu l and more demagogic ap­
paratus th a t the S ta lin is t parties 
possess in  com parison w ith  the 
Social - Dem ocratic pa rties  in 
1918. The mere fa c t th a t the 
S ta lin is t pa rties  have the support 
o f the G.P.U. is a te rr ib le  danger 
to the m il ita n t  workers.

One can say th a t the “ Socia l­
is t”  Government o f Germ any did 
not hesitate to  use violence 
against the workers. P erfectly  
true. B u t i t  is also true  th a t the 
Social-Dem ocrats had to  grant 
some dem ocratic r ig h ts  even to 
th e ir revo lu tiona ry  opponents. 
The S ta lin is ts  are more ruth less 
and w ill no t hesitate to  e lim inate 
from  the scene every m ilita n t 
w orker opposed to th e ir  policies 
o f be traya l. R igh t now in France 
the revo lu tion is ts  o f the F ourth  
In te rn a tion a l are hounded more 
by the S ta lin is ts  than by the o f­
fic ia l governm ent.

F R E N C H  W O R KERS
B u t the masses fo llo w in g  the 

S ta lin is ts  are m ore m il ita n t  and 
more conscious than the w orkers 
who fo llow ed the  Social-Dem o­
cra ts in  1918. In  general the 
w o r k e r s  who supported the 
Socialists subsequent to  1918 were 
not ye t ready to  take the  path 
o f Len in  and T ro tsky . The w o rk ­
ers who support the S ta lin is ts  do 
so in the m ain because they 

m is take n ly  believe th a t the S ta lin ­
ists represent the  tra d itio n s  o f 
the Com m unist In te rn a tio n a l 
when i t  was led by Len in  and 
T ro tsky .

On the basis o f the fa c t th a t 
the masses are m ore revo lu tiona ry  
now than  the y  were in  1918 we 
are ju s tified  in  hoping th a t they 
w ill soon learn1 the rea l na ture 
o f the S ta lin is t parties. A ided by 
the propaganda o f the French 
F ou rth  In te rn a tio n a lis ts  the ad­
vanced w orkers in France should 
qu ick ly  learn th a t the path o f 
power to  the w orkers is in  a 
d irection  d ire c tly  opposite to th a t 
fo llow ed by the S ta lin is ts .

Morgan Holdings 
In France Saved 
By Nazi Friends

(Continued fro m  page 1)
in te r-E uropean and p a rtic u la r ly  
the in te r-con tinen ta l business w ill, 
a fte r  the settlem ent o f the present 
G crm an-B ritish  con flic t, take such 
an upsw ing tha t his firm  w ill 
be in  a position to take an ac­
tive  pa rt in  the developments 
th rough the g ra n tin g  o f repara­
tion cred its .”

Thus, hav ing  pro fited fro m  the 
im p e ria lis t w a r preparations, and 
then fro m  the w a r its e lf, ra k in g  
in m illio ns  fro m  both be lligerent 
camps, J. P. M organ and Co. 
were g e ttin g  ready as ea rly  as 
M ay, 1941 to  coin fresh  w ealth 
fro m  the im p e ria lis t peace.

A ltho ug h  p ro te c ting  and doing 
business w ith  the M organ bank 
in P a ris , the N azis pre fe rred  
dealings w ith  the B r it is h  banks, 
D r. Caesar revealed. “ The German 
occupying a u tho ritie s  decreed 
tha t B r it is h  and Canadian banks 
in the occupied zone o f France 
‘no longer be considered as enemy 
banks.’ These branches provided 
long-te rm  cred its to  assist the 
German w a r machine. They sup­
plied the Germans w ith  general 
economic in fo rm a tio n  obtained 
th rough  th e ir  offices in  • un­
occupied France, and they were 
p a rtic u la r ly ' usefu l as depositories 
to the German au th o ritie s .”

A s we see, the in te rna tiona l 
plunderbund, the b ig  finance- 
cap ita lis t p lu tocra ts, s tick  to ­
gether in  w ar as in peace. W h ile  
the arm ies and the peoples pour 
out th e ir  blood, these leeches 
preserve th e ir  p ro fit pa rtnersh io  
and ga ther in  m illions  from  both 
sides o f the b a ttle fro n t.

—  By V. Grey = = = = = = = = = = = =

P iie - I t- I I ig h  Patterson was ta lk in g  to I la l lo ry ,  the forem an, 
today (S o rt o f one bu ll-shoo te r to  an o the r). He said, “ I see the 
a irc ra ft  p lan ts  have been la y in g  o f f  g ra d u a lly  fo r  several m onths.”

And H a llo ry  said, “ Y’ es. T h a t’s a good th in g , too. I f  they la id  
everybody o f f  a t once when the w a r w ith  Japan ends, i t  would be 
a te rr ib le  ca lam ity . I t ’s a g re a t boon to have i t  th is  w ay.”

You see H a llo ry  m ust have read the ed ito ria l in  yeste rday’s 
paper. Same w ith  P ile - It-H ig h  Patterson. T h a t ed ito ria l said i t  was 
a boon too. When those tw o birds haven’t  g o t any s tu f f  o f th e ir  
own to shovel and pile, they  ge t somebody else’s ou t o f the news­
papers.

Maybe they have a po in t a t tha t, though. W hen you stop to 
(h ink  o f it ,  maybe i t  is a g re a t boon to  be la id  o f f  “ g ra d u a lly ”  in ­
stead o f suddenly. Y'ou see, i f  you get la id  o f f  on the same day as 
five or ten thousand other people, why th a t’s kind o f sudden. In  
fact, i t ’s a ca lam ity .

B u t i f  you ge t la id  o f f  a ll by you rse lf, o r w ith  on ly  a couple 
hundred o ther lu cky  people, i t ’s a “ boon.”  (A  boon, they te ll me, 
is som eth ing a b ig  shot gives you fo r  no th in g ).

SOUNDS P R E T T Y  G O O D , D O E S N ’T  IT ?
I t ’s much be tte r, a f te r  a ll, to  g e t la id  o f f  now, isn ’t  it?  You 

w ouldn ’t  w a n t to  ge t slapped in  the face w ith  a la y -o ff  r ig h t  in  the 
m iddle o f th a t b ig  v ic to ry  celebration th e  bosses w i l l  be having, 
would you ?

By g e ttin g  la id -o ff  now, you ge t more tim e  to ge t used to the 
idea and ad jus t y o u rse lf to pos t-w ar conditions. N o t on ly  th a t. 
Maybe you ’ve been m aking  a d o lla r and a q u a rte r an hour over a t 
a irc ra ft.  And i f  you ge t la id  o f f  soon enough y-ou m ig h t ge t in  a 
couple o f m onths over to  our shop, o r on the furnaces. You ge t 78 
cents an hour and up—up to about 88 cents. . . Y ou ’l l  ge t used to  
low er wages qu icker th a t way, too.

T h a t’s a break, isn ’ t  it?  And you m ig h t have three o r fo u r 
weeks between jobs, too-—-just enough no t to  collect on unem ploy­
ment insurance. That ought to  help a guy ge t back in to  the old 
harness.

So P ile - It-H ig h  Patterson sighs— you know, ju s t  as though all. 
the problem s o f goug ing  Bethlehem ’s 38 m illio n  do lla rs average 
p ro fits  o u t o f the w orkers , were on his shoulders alone. He sighs 
and says, “ I suppose we’ l l  have some o f those a ir c ra f t  w o rkers  over 
here., T h a t means an a w fu l lo t m ore paper w o rk  fo r  me.”

A m i H a llo ry  says, “ They ’l l  be bard to handle, too. One th in g , 
a t least, the un ion can’t  say a n y th in g  fo r  30 days. M aybe th e y ’l l  
be out by then.”

Sounds p re tty  good, doesn’t  it?

Reader Angrily Protests 
Anti-Japanese Atrocities

Burning with indignation against the terrible suffering in­
flicted upon the Japanese people by the incendiary bombings of 
the principal' cities of Japan, a reader of The M ilitan t sent us 
the following letter. Her letter eloquently presents our own 
opinion of Wall Street’s vicious anti-Japanese terror.

*  *  *
E d ito r :

I  honestly adm ire The M il ita n t,  bu t I  am driven to  w r ite  to  
you, to  take up a certa in  m a tte r th a t seems to  be c ry in g  ou t to  the 
heavens. You speak o f W a ll S tree t’s dishonest cam paign aga inst 
German and Japanese a troc ities  and you speak o f A d m ira l H a lsey’s 
s ta tem ent concerning “ d row n ing  and b u rn ing  the bestia l apes’* 
whom you ca ll “ Japanese w orkers and peasants in  u n ifo rm .”  Y o i  
declare th a t an “ occasional ite m ”  appears in  the press which showf 
th a t the A m erican im p e ria lis ts  are no t “ averse”  to  a troc itie s !

In  the same issue you declare th a t 3,000,000 Japanese c iv ilia ns , 
w orkers and peasants N O T  in  un ifo rm  have been the v ic tim s  o f the  
a ir  a ttacks o f A m erican im p e ria lism .

B ut, oddly enough, you do no t lis t  th is  colossal c rim e as an 
Am erican a tro c ity !  I f  i t  is  not an a tro c ity  to  burn  3,000,000 he lp­
less men, women and ch ildren to  death in  f ire  ra ids, then w h a t 
does constitu te  an a tro c ity ?  I  ask you ! You te ll me!

I  agree w ith  you about A d m ira l Halsey and every o ther butcher, 
bu t w hat o f General A rno ld , who plans even worse massacres o f 
Japanese non-com batants th is  sum m er? Sure ly, to  condemn the one 
and no t the o ther is in  its e lf  a cap itu la tion  to  W a ll S tree t’s w a r 
crim es!

A nd w hat o f the c a p ita lis t press? A lm o s t every day in the joke 
columns o f the newspapers o f Boston, there  are gh as tly  JO K E S  
about the s u ffe r in g  in  German and Japanese cities. Jokes, I  te ll 
you; i t  is  the tru th . . . I  could send you some o f them i f  you w ish !

In  w hat does th is  d if fe r  from  the crim es o f H itle r?  I ’l l  te ll you ; 
on ly th a t i t  is more ho rrib le  because W a ll S tree t has m ore death­
dealing ins trum en ts  to  be used against the helpless masses than 
H it le r  ever had!

In  the name o f socialism , w hy not stress th is  fa c t more? W hy 
not publish artic les  and short stories upon the h o rrib le  s u ffe r in g  
o f butchered c iv ilia n s  who are no t even f ig h t in g  aga inst W a ll 
S treet?

“ D on ’ /. Let W a ll S tree t Get Aw ay W ith  I t ”
W hy not rem ind the Am erican w orkers o f the fac t th a t W a ll 

S treet does not even any more pretend th a t these massacres are 
s tr ic t ly  “ m ilita ry ,”  bu t de libe ra te ly  maps out. whole areas and 
slaughters its  v ic tim s  B Y  M IL E A G E . Was th is  ever done before in  
the w orld?  W as it?  You te ll me. Isn ’ t  i t  the apex, sum m it and cu l­
m ination o f a ll the crim es o f man aga ins t his fe llo w  man? A ga in , 
you te ll me! I f  you can find a worse exam ple o f “ nauseating c ru e lty ”  
than th is , I ' l l  be glad to be corrected.

In  the name o f M arx and Engels, don’ t  le t W a ll S tree t get away 
w ith  i t !  Don’t  le t the cap ita lis ts  f i l l  the w orkers w ith  nonsense 
about a troc ities  on the o ther side, w h ile  m urde ring  ten thousand fo r  
every one k ille d  by Germ any and Japan!

And w ha t o f the maimed and m u tila ted?  Child ren, old people, 
young g ir ls , robbed o f eyes and hands and fee t and m inds? Isn ’ t  
th is  ghastly  butchery? Haven’t  the cap ita lis ts  broken th e ir  “ own”  
laws o f w a rfa re?  Haven’t  they descended to the level o f p re h is to ric  
m onsters on the loose? You te ll m e!

I  feel you m ust agree w ith  me in th is , i f  you th in k  i t  over care­
fu lly .  I  am w ith  you in  hopes fo r  the day when the men who have 
s la in  and to rtu re d  m illio ns  o f helpless w orkers  and peasants fo r  
financia l reasons w ill meet the fa te  they deserve. Speed the day 
o f socialism by a ll means, b u t don't pass by in silence W a ll S tree t’s 
de libera te to rtu re s— adm itted  and boasted o f in the phrase "m o ra le  
ra id ” — to rtu re s  o f the w o rld 's  m illions.

You m ay p r in t th is  le tte r  i f  you w ish. I  have no th in g  to  hide 
in th is ; i t  seems to me th a t every voice raised aga ins t the  blood­
cu rd lin g  crimes o f W a ll S tree t means som ething, however in s ig n if i­
cant. the speaker!

Yours fo r  socialism  and an end to  a ll a troc ities ,, and s te rn  
punishm ent o f the w o rs t c rim ina ls  the w orld  has ever seen, who 
can be convicted out o f th e ir  own mouths.

Belle Montague
6 Gracewood P ark, Cam bridge, Mass.
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TRAILBLAZERS VISIT  
STEELWORKER AREA

The Trail-blazers have secured a total of 845 subscriptions 
to date. Eloise Black and Rudy Rhodes write on last week’s work 
in the Pittsburgh area.

“ Thanks to the advice of a friendly steel worker who sub­
scribed last night, we found a housing project to work in today 
where the m ajority of the men are Homestead Steel m ill work­
ers. ®---------------------------------------------

“ I t  was V -E  day and we had 
the M ay Day issue to  w o rk  w ith .
One o f the  strongest reactions to 
V -E  day we encountered was deep 
concern over the inev itab le  indus­
t r ia l  ‘cut-backs’. Several w o rk in g  
m en’s w ives who have been hard 
pressed to  s tre tch  th e ir  income to  
meet the h igh cost o f liv in g  
po in ted out th a t w ith o u t overtim e 
pay i t  would be im possib le to  feed 
and clothe th e ir  ch ildren proper­
ly-

“ Those w ith  la rge  fam ilies  to ld  
us th a t th e ir  men had to  w ork 
three-double s h ifts  a week (16- 
hours) in  the m il l to earn enough 
to  cover the necessary expenses.
M ost o f them  know th a t th e ir  
earn ings are due fo r  a sharp slash 
w ith  approaching cu rta ilm e n t in 
production. Consequently t h e  
lead s to ry  on the closing o f W il-  
lq w - liu n  and the e d ito r ia l: ‘No 
Id le  F actories ’ were in m ost cases 
viewed w ith  keen in te rest.

S T E E L  W O R KERS
“ A m ong the 27 subscribers 

we g o t today, 20 we know  o f are 
w o rk in g  a t the  Homestead M ill. 
The subscribers we ge t are those 
w o rkers  who are anxious to see 
w h a t we have to  o ffe r  as a solu­
t io n  to  th e ir  fundam enta l p rob­
lems. One o f them  looked th rough  
the  pages o f The M il ita n t  w ith  
in te re s t and inqu ired about our 
successes among the steel w o rk ­
ers. He is a man who has obvi­
ously been searching fo r  a f ig h t ­
in g  program  and he was concern­
ed w ith  the reception our ideas 
are g e ttin g  am ong his fe llow  
w orkers. A ccord ing  to  h is ex­
p lanation , m ilita n c y  and the w il l  
to  f ig h t  exists m a in ly  among the 
younger steel w o rkers . The Steel 
corpora tion  managem ent, he 
c la im s, has tam ed m any old- 
tim ers  w ith  a com bination o f in ­
tim id a tio n , sm a ll-tim e  b ribe ry  
and discouragem ent.

“ B u t th e  young men have 
grow n up w ith  no illus ions and 
they w i l l  lead the s trugg le . He 
also rem arked th a t the C orpora­
t io n  which once fo u g h t unionism  
w ith  blood and violence has found 
i t  also e ffec tive  to  operate 
th rough  a union leadership th a t 
is  ‘house-broken’, i.e. the M u rra y  
machine.

“ One steel w o rke r held us in 
discussion fo r  a lm ost an hour 
w h ile  we expla ined the program  
o f T ro tsky ism . W e were in ­
tr ig u e d  fro m  the s ta r t  by th is  
w o rke r’s apprecia tion o f the ro le 
o f S ta lin ism . W hen we had bare­
ly  outlined ou r class program , he 
volunteered the in fo rm a tio n  th a t 
he favored the Soviet system fo r  
the w ork ing-c lass m inus the S ta l­
in is t bureaucrats.

“ W orkers here seem to  sense 
the im p e ria lis t na ture  o f the war. 
They a ll know the cap ita lis ts  are 
g row ing  fabu lous ly  w ea lthy to ­
day, and tha t the whole s to ry  o f 
equal sacrifice is a hoax. We 
have heard a few  women express 
the  conviction th a t “ they”  w ill 
have another w ar on th e ir  hands 
when the European war is ended 
— a class w ar a t home. One wom ­
an rem arked ‘ I ’m a Com m unist a t 
heart, aren’t  you’ —  and “ I  th in k  
a ll w o rk ing  people are at bottom 
Com m unistic.’

“ A no ther woman whose hus­
band is a ra ilroa de r, expressed 
in te re s t in PM because i t  occa­
s io na lly  exposes the corpora tions 
and W a ll St. po litic ians. She took 
The M ilita n t, she said, because 
PM  doesn’t  answer the question 
‘W hat is to be done,’ and also 
because its  po licy  o f suppo rting  
s o m e  ca p ita lis t po litic ian s

( ‘fr ie n d s ’ o f labo r) causes i t  to 
‘cover up ’ much th a t w orkers 
shou cl know .”

“ A n  e lderly  Ita lia n  steel w o rk ­
er listened to  us fo r  a b r ie f mo­
m ent and launched in to  an a ttack  
against S ta lin ’s be traya l o f Len­
in ’s program . He expla ined how 
S ta lin  had abandoned the w o rk ­
in g  class and instead made a l l i ­
ances w ith  c a p ita lis t powers. He 
insisted th a t the present w ar 
could never have begun had Len­
in ’s program  no t been buried by 
S ta lin . He took The M il ita n t  fo r  
his son, p o in tin g  ou t th a t i t  is 
the you th  who m ust be educated 
in the ideas o f the class s trugg le  
today.

“ In  Braddock, Pa., a m il l town 
th a t rests in the shadow o f the 
g iga n tic  E dgar Thomson M ill,  a 
U. S. Steel works, we obtained 
47 subscribers, 22 o f whom w ork 
in the m ill.  Am ong the others 
are 10 who w ork a t W estinghouse 
East P ittsb u rg h  p lan t, a couple 
o f ra ilroade rs  and some men from  
S igna l Sw itch.

“ Braddock is scarcely more than 
a da rk  s tr ip  o f w o rke rs ’ dw ellings 
wedged in to  a f la t  ledge between 
the huge steel w o rks on one side 
and a tow e rin g  m ounta in  range 
on the other. I t  was populated 
o r ig in a lly  by w orkers im ported 
fro m  Europe by the un ion -ha ting  
steel magnates. One glance a t 
the fabulous w ea lth  crys ta llized  
in  the m ach inery o f the  pow erfu l 
m ill, and the  p i t i fu l  shabbiness 
o f the  w o rkers ’ quarte rs  reveals 
more c lea rly  than any words could 
convey the u g ly  contrasts created 
by rapacious cap ita lism . The 
homes o f the w orkers are b lack­
ened fro m  years o f smoke clouds 
from  the m ill.  W orke rs ’ children 
p la y  in the na rrow  f i l t h y  streets 
o f the tow n. The m ain business 
stree t boasts countless pool ha lls, 
saloons, cheap m ovie houses— rec­
rea tion  centers fo r  the adults.

S T A R K  CO NTRASTS
“ B ru ta l repressions, in tim id a ­

tion , b ribe ry , com petition and o u t­
r ig h t  te r ro r  to  w h ich the steel 
w o rkers  have been subjected fo r  
years has le f t  its  m ark. W h ile  the 
sweep o f the CIO  m ovem ent be­
fo re  the w a r appa ren tly  l i f te d  the 
hopes o f the mass o f w orkers 
here, its  system atic re tre a t before 
the corpora tions today leaves 
m any o f them  sickened and dis­
heartened. On a ll sides we hear 
inferences th a t the M u rra y  mach­
ine has ‘sold o u t’. The men seem 
com ple te ly  cyn ica l tow ard  th is  la ­
bor leadership; in  fa c t, one gets 
the im pression th a t these m il l 
w orkers who have been crossed 
and double-crossed so m any tim es, 
w i l l  move again on ly  behind a 
ha rsh ly  tested leadership and fo r  
goals th a t a im  fa r th e r  than  the 
lim ite d  ends o f sim ple un ionism .

“ In  one home the l i t t le  m iddle- 
aged w ife  greeted our rem arks 
w ith  an excited ou tpou ring  o f 
agreem ent. H e r words lite ra lly  
tum bled over each o ther as she 
denounced the w a r and assured 
us th a t she was prepared to  f ig h t. 
She thumbed th rou gh  The M il i ­
ta n t, shouting ‘See! See! I  a lways 
said the  bosses everywhere have 
forced and fooled the people in to  
th is  w a r ! ’

“ She shouted fo r  her husband 
to  come down and meet us. When 
he looked over the paper he re ­
m arked f ir m ly :  ‘ I  w an t th is  pa­
per. P u t my name down.’ A f te r ­
wards we saw the l i t t le  woman 
run n ing  up the s tree t ahead o f 
us adve rtis ing  ‘ the new w orkers ’ 
paper th a t te lls  w orkers the 
t r u th ! ” ’

16,283 Subscriptions Pour Into ‘M ilitan t’ 
Office As Campaign Enters Last 2 Weeks

10 Years Ago 
In The M ilitant

B y  Reba A ub re y , C am paign  D ire c to r

During the first eleven weeks of the 13-week M ilitan t Sub­
scription Campaign members and friends of the Socialist W ork­
ers Party have secured 16,283 new readers. This is already 163 
percent of the original goal of 10,000 new subscriptions to The 
M ilitant. During the week 1,114 more subscriptions were ob­
tained,which is a little  below the average weekly. W ith only 14 
days left to go,- a little  extra spurt can bring us the margin of 
subscriptions necessary to double the quota.

F R O M  T H E  BRANCHES
Ruth Grayson, New Y o rk  T ro ts k y is t Youth G roup : “ W ith  the 

fire  and enthusiasm th a t is na tive  to  you th , the  New Y o rk  T ro ts k y is t 
Youth Group (a lthough  severely handicapped by the loss o f our 
18-year old males) is nearing  its  quota o f 500 subs. A t  present wc 
have 420. O ur Pace-Setters qre Rose B ra n d t w ith  49 subs and Ruth 
Grayson w ith  117. O ur 13-year o ld  Rose is now averag ing between 
e igh t and 12 subs a week.”

Bob K ings ley , C leveland: “ We aim 
to quadruple ou r o r ig in a l quota o f 200 
subs.”

A . F ie ld, M inneapo lis : “ The stand­
in g  o f ou r tw o  teams is— Go-Getters 
431, Sub-B u ilde rs 454. R iv a lry  between 
these tw o  teams is intense r ig h t  now, | 
fo r  each team  has about the same 
num ber o f subs to  its  c re d it and a con­
tinued  neck-to-neck pace is antic ipated. 
The St. Pau l B ranch is ce rta in ly  tu rn in g  
in  its  quota and m ore o f subs and there 
is a g re a t deal o f fr ie n d ly  com petition 
between the sub-getters o f the two 
c itie s .”

J e rry  K irk ,  D e tro it :  “ On V -E  day 
one o f the  comrades who go t o f f  ea rly  
from  the p lan t rounded up fo u r other 
comrades (one was in  the ba th tub, an­
o ther sound asleep) and went out to  sell 
The M il ita n t  head lin ing  re vo lt in  N o rth  
I ta ly .  They sold 50 subscrip tions.

“ B y  ve ry  rough  f ig u r in g  I  see th a t 
d u rin g  th is  cam paign we have sold 
d ire c tly  in  the  auto fac to ries  440 subs.

“ I  mentioned th a t 35 fr ien ds  are 
se lling  subs w ith  us and th a t s ix  o f them  
jo ined the S oc ia lis t W orkers P a rty . T h is  
does no t mean th a t a ll s ix  jo ined on ly 
as a re s u lt o f o u r sub w o rk  in th is  cam­
pa ign. A nd  so there  w i l l  be no m isunder­
standing, le t  us say th a t several jo ined 
as a re su lt o f  sub w o rk  in  th is  and the 
la s t cam paign.”

Inez Cope, Y oungstow n: “ Enclosed 
are 66 new subs. W e’re  ce rta in ly  glad 
to  have such active  com petition  as 
Cleveland. They have us on ou r toes.”

P. M ertens, S t. Paul:. “ Enclosed 
please fifid  20 subs. T h a t b ring s  our 
to ta l to  183 percent. A nd three weeks 
m ore to  g o !”

L ibby  Jones, B u ffa lo : “ W e are a ll 
sure th a t the  p a r ty  as a whole, and the 
B u ffa lo  branch ce rta in ly , w i l l  make 200 
percent by the end o f the  cam paign.”

K . K a r l,  P h ilade lph ia : “ O ur branch 
now stands a t about 160 percent o f its  
quota, w ith  62 to  go in  th ree  weeks to 
make i t  300 subs. W e an tic ipa te  no d i f ­
fic u lty  in  a tta in in g  th is  o r be tte r. And 
as to  Bayonne, w e ll— the y ’ l l  ju s t have 
to  keep ea ting  our dust.”

R u th  Haddon, San F rancisco: “ We 
are hop ing th a t these la s t three weeks 
o f the cam paign w il l  see us w e ll over 
the 500 m ark. The na tiona l resu lts  are 
w o n d e rfu l!”

D o ro thy  Lessing, N e w a rk : “ D u r in g  th is  cam paign we have 
branched ou t in to  w o rkers  sections w h ich  we never canvassed be­
fore . The resu lts  in  these areas showed us th a t the re  are hundreds 
o f w orkers  ready and w ill in g  to  read The M ilita n t.  A nd by the tim e 
our comrades have finished th e ir  ta lk  the prospective subscriber has 
a p re tty  good idea w h a t k in d  o f a paper The M il ita n t  is. H is 
readiness to  subscribe is an ind ica tion  o f a desire to  see w h a t we 
have to  say on the  problem s th a t are co n fro n tin g  h im .”

Rose Stevens, S ea ttle : “ Because o f  the d if f ic u lty  caused by em­
p loym ent conditions p lus tra v e l ou r sub cam paign su ffe rs . H o w ­
ever, we are happy to  re p o rt th a t a p p ro x im a te ly  50 percent o f our 
subscrip tions have been gathered in  the c ity  o f Tacoma. O ur w o rk  
in  Tacoma so fa r  has produced tw o  w orkers  who have stated they 
w il l  jo in  our p a r ty  when we establish a branch there in  the very 
near fu tu re .”

A1 Lynn , Los Angeles: “ The branches o f Los Angeles stand 
as fo llow s in  the cam paign— E as t Side 124 percent, Southside 106 
percent, San Pedro 85 percent, W est Side 77 percent, C entra l 54 
percent. O ur Pace-Setters a re : Leo Lu sse tti o f the S oc ia lis t Youth 
Club w ith  95 subs, Jack G a il w ith  92 subs, Abe Bors w ith  78, Ju lie  
M ille r  w ith  69, and Herb Cappy w ith  62 subs. In d iv id u a l com petition 
w ill probably p ick up a l i t t le  nex t week as the re  are 12 comrades 
a t the 50 m ark and a ll o f them w i l l  be go ing o u t d u rin g  the next 
three weeks. E ve ry  branch b u t one has a m ob iliza tion  scheduled so 
we ough t to  reach 100 percent by th is  Sunday.”

SCOREBOARD
Socia lis t W orkers P a rty Quotas Subs Percent
A kron 85 443 521
A llen to w n 50 217 434
F lin t 50 169 338
Cleveland 200 506 298
M inneapolis 300 854 285
San Diego 50 116 232
Toledo 250 545 218
D e tro it 1000 2129 213
Youngstown 300 627 209
M ilw aukee 100 191 191
St. Paul 100 183 183
Rochester 50 86 172
B u ffa lo 350 550 157
Philadelph ia 150 229 153
Reading 75 113 150
New Y ork 2500 3660 146
Bayonne 150 182 121
Chicago 1000 1200 120
San Francisco 350 400 114
Boston 200 218 109
N ew ark 350 378 108
Seattle 400 408 102
Los Angeles 2000 1661 83
Groups, M em bers-at-Large

and Friends 140 273 195
Eloise B lack and Rudy

Rhodes, (T ra il-B la ze rs ) 845

T O T A L 10,000 16,283 163

Stalinist Ranks Aid 
French Trotskyists

The March 17th issue of La Verite (T ru th ), organ of th'e 
Internationalist Communist Party, Trench section of the Fourth 
International, has just reached this country. The following is a 
summary of some of the articles in  the paper.

O---------------------------------------------------------

M A Y  18, 1935

T O LE D O —E n d in g  th e ir  h is to ric  three-week s tr ik e  in  the f irs t  
p itched ba ttle  aga inst General M otors, the Toledo Chevro let 
w orkers voted to accept an increase o f fo u r  cents per hour and 
m in o r concessions, y ie ld in g  th e ir  demand fo r  un ion recogn ition .

“ O u t o f th is  f ig h t,”  The M il ita n t  reported, “ has g row n a 
force o f  m il ita n t  progressives in the  auto unions who have 
dem onstrated conclusively th e ir  pow er and a b ility .

“ T o n ig h t these progressives are p lann ing  to  ge t together, 
to  lay  ou t a na tiona l program , to  organize, tra in i and d iscip line 
themselves more tho rough ly . . . The men unan im ously pledged 
themselves to  s tick  in  the union, th ro w  ou t th e ir  fa lse leaders, 
and bu ild  the organ iza tion  tow ard a f ig h t to the  fin ish w ith  
General M otors.”

S P R IN G F IE L D , IL L .— F o r the th ird  tim e  the I ll in o is  W orkers  
A lliance  massed its  forces to  m arch on the state cap ita l demand­
in g  im m edia te re l ie f  fo r  the s ta rv in g  unemployed.

Governor H o rne r o f I llin o is , elected as a “ hum an ita rian  
fr ie n d  o f the poor,”  threatened: “ Not. one cent”  fo r  re lie f u n til 
the Assem bly voted to increase the state sales ta x  fro m  tw o  to 
three per cent, thus th ro w in g  the burden o f re l ie f  upon the 
underpaid w orkers.

F e a rfu l o f  the threatened hunger m arch, however, some 
counties were a lready y ie ld in g  a measure o f re lie f,  w h ile  the 
I llin o is  Em ergency R e lie f Commission suddenly “ discovered”  
$1,250,000 o f ava ilab le  re lie f funds.

w ill probably p ick up a l i t t le  nex t week as the re  are 12 comrades 
a t the 50 m ark  and a ll o f them w i l l  be go ing ou t d u rin g  the next 
three weeks. E ve ry  branch b u t one has a m ob iliza tion  scheduled so 
we ough t to  reach 100 percent by th is  Sunday.”

MILITANT PACE-SETTERS
Here are the tw e n ty  who have sold the  highest num ber o f 

subscrip tions in  th is  cam paign:

Nam e Branch Subs Sold
M ike  W arren W est Side, New Y o rk 812
J e rry  K ir k D e tro it 346
Paul K u jac Chicago 270

® D oris  H ilson A kron 227
1 Howard Mason D e tro it 211
’ E rnes t D rake D e tro it 196
1 E. Logan D e tro it 184

Joe Simpson M inneapolis 180
s M arion W in te rs B rook lyn , New Y o rk 178

Fred K am insky B u ffa lo 172
Jack W ilson Y oungstow n 141

n K . Kane M inneapolis 133
D o tty  H i l l B rook lyn 132
D orothy Lessing N e w ark 125
B il l  H o rton D e tro it 124
R uth  Grayson N. Y . T ro ts k y is t Y ou th  Group 117
E. Kennedy D e tro it 117

‘ Izzy  London Cleveland 113
K a y  O’B rien D e tro it 113
Justine  Lang E ast Side, N ew  Y o rk 112

Agents fo r  The M il ita n t  re p o rt 
a few  o f the m any instances in 
which the paper is discussed 
among shopmates.

Dave J e ffr ie s  o f New Y o rk : “ A  
g i r l  in m y shop to  whom  I  have 
been show ing The M ilita n t to ld  
me th a t she had go tten  in to  a 
conversation w ith  the washroom  
attendan t d u r in g  w h ich  they 
discussed various newspapers 
th a t they read. The a ttendan t 
mentioned th a t among o ther 
papers he read The M ilita n t,  and 
he tho ugh t i t  was excellent. I t  
seems he had subscribed to  i t  
d u rin g  the la s t subscrip tion drive  
when the housing p ro je c t in  which 
lie lives was canvassed.”

I I .  N ew e ll o f A lle n to w n : “ Com­
rade F itch  sold a sub to a w o rke r 
in steel w ho bought the paper on 
the s treng th  o f the recommenda­
tion  o f his buddy. H is buddy had 
shown him  the paper in the shop.”

*  *  *

Reports fro m  agents in o ther 
sections o f the coun try  also in ­
dicate the ever-w iden ing circ le 
o f w o rkers  to  wh ich The M il ita n t  
is becom ing known.

R uth  Haddon, San F rancisco: 
“ I  went ou t w ith  the East Ray 
people las t Sunday. One o f the 
subscrip tions I  secured was from  
a m ember o f the Bakers Union, 
l ie  im m edia te ly  recognized the 
paper, say ing : ‘Oh. sure, I  saw 
th a t paper at the San Francisco 
Labor Tem ple. Yes, I ’l l  sub­
scribe.’ ”

■Inez Cope, Youngstow n: “ We 
occasionally run  in to  w orkers  and 
fmd the person’s b ro th e r o r fr ie n d  
in another d is tr ic t  is rece iv ing  
The M ilita n t.  N a tu ra lly  th is  s tirs  
discussion and as a re s u lt these 
frien ds  and fa m ilie s  ge t together 
and discuss a rtic les  in The M il i ­
tan t. A nd w a n tin g  to  be in  the 
‘know  o f i t ’ they are eager to 
subscribe.

“ W e had a successful M ay Day 
m eeting w ith  v is ito rs  fro m  A kron  
and New Castle, and, o f course, 
c u r  local friends . W e’re t r y in g  to  
get New Castle to  cooperate w ith  
us in  th is  subscrip tion cam paign.

“ New Castle isn ’t  too  fa r  from  
here so we plan to  sell subs there  
th is  S aturday. The reception 
should be good as i t  was fo rm e rly  
a ve ry  m il ita n t  tow n. I  know  when
we sold our paper on the streets 
there about s ix  years ago we 
sold them  like  h o t cakes, u n t il we 
were in te rru p te d  by  the police 
and p o lite ly  to ld  to  vacate.”

*  *  *

These incidents were experienced 
by  ou r agents w h ile  securing sub­
scrip tions.

Joyce Hess, San Francisco: 
“ One o f ou r old subscribers, a 
young N egro housewife, bought, 
the enclosed t r ia l  sub fo r  her 
Sister in A labam a. She to ld  me 
th a t she had been t ry in g  to  sell 
some t r ia l  subs: ‘B u t a l l m y 
frien ds  already subscribe to The 
M il ita n t ’.”

New York
S O C IA L IS T  Y O U T H  FO R U M  

F rid a y , M ay 25, 8 p. m.

" Ita ly  and Germany —
Has Fascism Been Destroyed?

Q uestions ,. .D iscussion 
Speaker: S A N D Y  RO BERTSO N 

116 U n iv e rs ity  Place 

Free Admission

D orothy Lessing. N e w a rk : “ One 
young auto w o rke r said he d idn ’ t 
w an t the paper i f  i t  were com­
m un is tic— he d idn ’ t mean S ta lin ­
is t— but com m unist. Since he was 
young and an auto w o rke r and 
from  his ta lk  appeared interested, ' 
i f  not active, in his union, we 
considered i t  w o rth w h ile  spend­
in g  a few  valuable m inutes ta lk ­
in g  to  him . We gave him  the 
paper and w h ile  he was g lancing 
a t the headlines, a rtic les  and 
columns, we proceeded to  te ll h im  
our program  fo r  p u ttin g  an end 
to the c lass-co llaboration is t policy 
o f the union leadership and to 
exp la in  our s logan fo r  indepen- 
«lent labor p o litica l action. E ith e r 
the paper its e lf, o r th a t plus the 
salesman’s ta lk  convinced him  to 
take the sub though we d idn ’t  
deny being com m unistic.”

Freedom o f the press remains 
a m ockery under the  de Gaulle 
governm ent. The governm ent uses 
its  d ic ta to r ia l powers over the 
supply and a lloca tion  o f news 
p r in t  to fo s te r reac tionary  news­
papers and to  d iscrim ina te  againsi 
w o rk in g  class periodica ls. New 
ca p ita lis t papers are pe rm itted  tc 
appear da ily  in la rge fo rm a t while 
w o rk in g  class papers are forced 
to continue in  sm all tab lo id  size, 
m ostly  s ingle sheet. None o f these 
papers conform  to  the  govern­
m ent ru le  o f hav ing  appeared 
il le g a lly  in s trugg le  aga inst the 
German occupation.

L 'H u m an ite , the S ta lin is t paper, 
sta ted tha t i t  appears th a t th< 
q u a n tity  o f paper allocated to 
periodicals is d is tr ibu te d  in  in ­
verse p ropo rtion  to the num ber 
o f issues which appeared il le g a lly .  
V e rite  iro n ic a lly  comments th a t 
on such a basis i t  would n o t re ­
ceive a s ing le  sheet o f paper 
B E C A U S E  IT  W A S  T H E  F IR S T  
P E R IO D IC A L  TO R E S IS T  T H E  
H IT L E R IT E  O C C U P A TIO N .

The S ta lin is ts  continue the ir 
scurrilous s nr e a r  campaign 
aga inst the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l­
ists in France. One S ta lin is t 
paper speaks o f the F o u rth  In ­
te rna tion a l as “ the  T ro ts k y is t 
scum and the F o u rth  In te rn a ­
tion a l o f B e rlin .”  L ’Hum anite  
goes fu r th e r  in lib e llin g  the T ro t­
sky is ts  w ith  the charge th a t the 
“ H itle ro -T ro ts k y is t lite ra tu re , as 
everyone knows fro m  a recent in ­
q u iry  is tu rned ou t by D arnand ’s 
men (fasc is ts ) who are d ipp ing  
in to  the cash re g is te r o f the 
L iqu id  A ir  T ru s t  w h ich  is ru n  by 
the t r a ito r  Georges C laude.”

V e rite  rep lies b y  repea ting  the

:hallenge i t  has made each tim e  
the S ta lin is t leaders have pub­
lished these lies. “ I f  the  leaders 
o f the  C.P.F. (F rench C om m unist 
Party’ ) believe the charges they 
hu rl aga inst the T ro ts k y is ts  w h a t 
are they w a it in g  fo r?  W hy don’t  
they in s titu te  t r ia l  proceedings 
in broad d a y lig h t so th a t the  la - 
>or movement m ay be d e fin itive ly  

purged o f the scum. On m ore than 
one occasion we ca lled upon 
C o g  n i o t  and Monmousseau 
(S ta lin is t leaders) to  proceed w ith  
such action.

D E M A N D S  O PEN T R IA L  
“ O ur p a rty  challenges l ’Hum an- 

ite  to  produce the evidence fo r  
its  a n ti-T ro ts k y is t charges before 
a commission composed o f a l l 
tendencies o f the labo r m ovem ent 
and the resistance movement. I f  
PHum anite refuses to  prove its  
charges in  the open, th a t w i l l  
show th a t i t  and the S ta lin is t 
leaders, by th e ir  slanders and 
th e ir  lies are in tro du c ing  f i lth  
in to  the labo r m ovem ent.”

Some idea o f the increasing 
support received by V e rite  among 
the w orkers under d if f ic u lt  condi­
tions o f  persecution and repres­
sion can be gethered fro m  a sm all 
item  addressed to  “ The F riends 
o f La  V e rite .”  In  i t  th e y  sta te  th a t 
fo r  every bundle o f V e rite ’s th a t 
a frig h te n e d  bu reaucra t destroys, 
innum erab le copies are d is tribu te d  
secre tly  w ith  an in fin ite  v a r ie ty  
o f ingenious methods byr com­
m un ist, soc ia lis t, an a rch is t and 
non -pa rty  w orkers. A n  example is 
g iven o f one F rench fa c to ry  
where some w orkers  placed copies 
o f V e rite  on every w o rk  bench.

Pioneer
Notes

W ith  T ro ts k y is t ideas spread­
in g  more and m ore w ide ly  
th roughou t the w orld , the demand 
fo r  T ro ts k y is t lite ra tu re  m ounts 
day by day. In  the la s t few  
m onths P ioneer has been deluged 
w ith  appeals fo r  books and 
pam phlets. E specia lly  la rge orders 
fo r  P ioneer lite ra tu re  are com ing 
in re g u la r ly  fro m  E ng land and 
Scotland, E gyp t, South A fr ic a  
and Ind ia .

South A fr ic a  w ro te : “ We would 
be g ra te fu l i f  we could be pu t in 
possession o f a cata logue dealing 
w ith  the w orks o f the  F o u rth  
In te rn a tio n a l movement, and 
especially the  w orks o f Loon 
T ro ts k y .”  A f te r  rece iv ing  the 
catalogue they  im m edia te ly  o rder­
ed la rge  num bers o f a ll the books 
and pam phlets on the P ioneer lis t.

W e quote fro m  a fe w  o f the 
m any m oving requests fo r  li te ra ­
tu re  fro m  E ng land and Scotland: 

“ We would be g re a tly  obliged i f  
you could send us any spare 
copies o f the O ld M an ’s (T ro t­
sky ’s) w orks, w h ich we are ve ry  
hard up fo r  over here.”

G R E A T  D E M A N D  
“ I  w a n t to  acknowledge three 

recent parcels o f The H is to ry  o f 
A m erican T ro tsky ism  fo r  which 
many thanks. W ould i t  be possible 
to send over some m ore In  
Defense o f M arx ism  (by  Leon 
T ro ts k y ) and also The S trugg le  
fo r  a P ro le ta rian  P a rty . There is 
a g re a t demand fo r  bo th these 
books, and the m a te ria l contained 
in  them  is o f such w onderfu l 
value th a t i t  seems a p ity  no t 
to be able to  supp ly  them  when 
they are so much needed.”

A no the r: “ I  expect you have 
guessed w h a t I — and m y friends  
—  w a n t: L IT E R A T U R E . A n y ­
th in g  you can spare. W e are 
s ta rv in g  fo r  it .  W e can ge t some 
o f Lenin, M arx , Engels, etc., but 
none o f T ro ts k y  o r an y th in g  on 
the F ou rth  In te rn a tio n a l. Can 
rion’s books— The S trug g le  fo r  a 
P ro le ta rian  P a rty , etc. etc.— we 
hear o f them , and one o r tw o 
lucky comrades have a copy, bu t 
th a t is a ll.  I t  w ou ldn ’t  be so bad 
i f  we d idn ’t  hear o f them , b u t 
know ing  they exist, and no t being 
able to  read them — w e ll I  guess 
you know  how we fe e l! ”

FIGHT FOR THIS PROGRAM:
1. F u ll em ploym ent and job  security fo r  a ll 
workers and veterans!

A sliding scale o f hours! Reduce the hours 
o f w ork w ith no reduction in  pay!
A rising scale o f wages! Increase wages to 
meet the increased cost o f liv ing !
Operate a ll governm ent-built plants under 
workers’ contro l!

2 . Independence o f the trade unions fro m  
the governm ent!

Rescind the no-strike pledge!
W ithdraw  union representatives fro m  the 
W ar Labor Board!

3 . Organization o f the w ar veterans by the  
trade unions!

4 . F id l equality fo r  Negroes and national 
m inorities! Down w ith  Jim  Crow!

5 . W o rk in g  class politica l action!
B uild  the independent labor party! 
Establish the w orkers’ and farm ers ’ gov­
ernm ent !

6 . Tax  the rich , not the poor!
No taxes on incomes under $ 5 ,0 0 0  a year!

7 . A  w orking class answer to capitalist m ili­
tarism  !

M ilita ry  tra in ing  o f workers, financed by 
the governm ent, but under control o f the 
trade unions!
Trade union wages fo r  a ll workers in  the  
arm ed forces!

8 . Hands o ff  the European and colonial peo­
ples!

W ithdraw  the A llied  Occupation Troops  
fro m  Europe!
Solidarity w ith  the revolutionary struggles 
o f the European and colonial peoples!

Join the Socialist Workers Party!
S O C IA L IS T  W O R K E R S  P A R T Y  
116 U n iv e rs ity  Place 
New Y o rk  3, New Y o rk

I  would lik e :
QJ To jo in  the Socia lis t W orkers  P a rty .
Q  To ob ta in  fu r th e r  in fo rm a tio n  about you r organ iza tion . 
[ J  To attend m eetings and fo rum s o f the  Socia list W o rk ­

ers P a rty  in  m y c ity .

Name
(Please P r in t)

Address

C i t y ....................................P o s ta l Z o n e S ta te
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Only the world revo­
lution can s a v e  the 
USSR for socialism. But 
the w o r l d  revolution 
carries with it  the ines­
capable blotting out of 
the Krem lin oligarchy.

—  Leon Trotsky

Walter Held’s Fate
Last week The M ilitan t reported that Walter 

Held, a heroic working class fighter against H itle r­
ism, had disappeared together with his fam ily in 
the Soviet Union while in transit from Sweden to 
the United States. His friends believe him a vic­
tim  of Stalin’s secret police, the dreaded GPU.

They fear Stalin took personal revenge on Held 
because of his investigations in the Moscow frame- 
up trials. Held uncovered facts that helped ex­
pose these trials as monstrous fabrications ar­
ranged by Stalin to justify  his slaughter of the 
leaders of the Bolshevik revolution.

The last man to report Walter Held alive was 
Erlich, well known figure of the Polish labor 
movement, who shared a cell at Saratov prison 
with Held. Shortly thereafter, Erlich was ex­
ecuted by the GPU on frame-up charges.

The press has recently been filled with indigna­
tion over the fate o f 16 leaders of the Polish 
underground who disappeared in the USSR. The 
British and American governments have demand­
ed information from the Stalinist bureaucracy as 
to their fate and are utilizing every ounce of 
pressure at their disposal to receive a satisfac­
tory answer.

The same press is not concerned, however, over 
the disappearance of Walter Held, fo r he opposed 
the capitalist profit system. Only the labor move­
ment has a direct interest in his fate. I t  is up 
to the labor movement to put pressure on the 
Stalinist officialdom. Why did the GPU seize 
Walter Held? Let them answer!

Pacific W ar
W ith the shift of the war to the lands and waters 

of eastern Asia, the second phase of World War 
I I  is commencing.

In Asia is concentrated more than half the 
world’s population and immense natural riches. 
The peoples of China and India alone number 
835,000,000. In the archipelago of the Nether­
lands East Indies is crowded another 67,000,000. 
The Western imperialists freebooted in these lands 
for two centuries and more. They enslaved the 
inhabitants and despoiled them of their wealth.

In a succession of swift campaigns after Pearl 
Harbor, the Japanese imperialists grabbed the 
Oriental possessions of their Dutch and British 
rivals and snatched the Philippines from the Ame­
rican imperialists. The losers are now trying 
to get back what they lost. American imperial­
ism, in conformity with its role of the dominant 
world power, aims at establishing its own hege­
mony in Asia against all other rivals or claimants.

This is what the war in the Pacific is really 
about. It is a war to decide which set of im­
perialist slavedrivers shall wield the whiplash of 
colonial servitude and exploitation over the teem­
ing multitudes of Asia.

The Asiatic peoples want their independence. 
They want to be free from alien domination and 
exploitation. They don't want to be ruled by 
any imperialist power, white or yellow. The 
Koreans have fought as vigorously for their free­
dom from Japan’s yoke as the masses of India 
and Burma have fought to free themselves from 
the British yoke. The Indonesians have resisted 
the Japanese conquerors with the same determined 
opposition that they displayed toward their Dutch 
conquerors. The people of the Philippines strove 
for their independence from American imperialism 
just as formerly they fought the Spanish Con- 
quistadores and, more lately, the Japanese

As the war in the Pacific unfolds and Japan’s 
grip is loosened, the millions of colonial slaves in 
the countries of the East w ill intensify the struggle 
to make themselves master in their own house, 
to free themselves, once and for all. from the 
chains o f imperialist domination. Their cause 
is just and progressive. Every class-conscious 
worker must give it  his fullest support.

Program For Jobs
Mounting cut-backs portend a most serious 

situation for the workers. Instead of 60 million 
jobs promised by the administration last fall, 
workers and returning veterans face widespread 
unemployment. For lack of adequate wages, 
working class families are being squeezed tighter 
in the vise of sky-rocketing prices and a shrinking 
income.

The government, however, is doing nothing to 
relieve the situation. On the contrary, the Wash­
ington representatives of Big Business are main­
taining the wage freeze, permitting and even en­
couraging the closing down of plants, and passing 
regulations to ensure monopoly profits.

Great concern over this grave situation is evi­
dent in the labor movement. A t Detroit, for in­
stance, 40 presidents of (CIO) United Auto­
mobile Workers Union locals met last week to 
consider ways and means of protecting labor’s in­
terests.

They represented more than 400,000 workers, 
the bulk of the Detroit industrial area.

They agreed to begin a campaign for 48 hour 
pay for the 40 hour week to which plants are 
being cut. An excellent step forward! But every 
thinking worker must feel that this alone cannot 
possibly solve the growing crisis. It is only a 
beginning. Jobs must be provided for tens of 
millions of workers. Wages throughout the coun­
try  must be increased to meet the rising cost of 
living.

What to do?
First o f all, the government-built plants must 

be kept in fu ll operation. Those that have been 
producing war goods should be converted im­
mediately to the production of peace-time pro­
ducts. The present scarcity of essential goods 
that still afflicts us with rationing and price­
gouging must be eliminated. No idle factories 
so long as anyone is without work!

Next, these plants must be placed under the 
control of the workers. Big Business sabotages 
production, fights to increase profits no matter 
what suffering it may impose on the m ajority 
of .the population. Workers control is the only 
effective means of safeguarding labor’s welfare 
against the self-seeking designs of the capitalists.

Third, a sliding scale of hours must be adopt­
ed. By taking the total number of labor hours avail­
able and dividing it  by the total number of men 
in need of jobs, the day’s work can be shortened 
so as to take care of everyone. This spread of 
work must be accompanied, naturally, by no re­
duction in weekly pay which during wartime has 
never kept up with soaring prices.

I f  organized labor fails to adopt and fight for 
such a program, a post-war depression far worse 
than the depression o f 1929-33 w ill inevitably 
paralyze the nation.

Withdraw The Troops!
Germany has been defeated and is now in pro­

cess of being completely disarmed by the Allied 
victors. Yet the American imperialists have declar­
ed their intention to keep large m ilita ry  forces in 
Europe for an indefinite period of time. In addi­
tion to the regular troops, an American air force 
requiring ground crews numbering between 75,000 
and 100,000 men is to be maintained on the Con­
tinent. Why?

Press reports tell o f American soldiers in Eu­
rope anxiously calculating the number of their 
service points in the hope that they have qualified 
for discharge and w ill be sent home. Sickened by 
war’s agony, they want to get out of the army 
and back to normal civilian life. But although 
the fighting has ended, large numbers of them are 
to be kept in uniform and must endure continued 
separation from their homes and families.' Why?

The imperialists make no secret of their reasons 
for keeping large m ilita ry  forces in Europe and 
the purposes for which they w ill be used. As the 
Associated Press reported on the very day of 6er- 
many’s surrender, they are to be used to “ main­
tain order.’’

Against whom? Obviously against the peoples 
of Europe, above all the workers, who are mani­
festing a growing determination to put and end 
to the capitalist system which has plunged them 
into the unspeakable horror of two world wars.

The imperialists, however, have their own 
plans for the tortured people of Europe. They 
know that the socialist revolution, beginning in 
any one country, would sweep across the whole 
continent and set aflame colonial revolt in Asia, 
in Latin America and in Africa. The entire world 
system of capitalist exploitation would be im­
periled.

And so they intend, i f  they can, to preserve 
European capitalism by armed force. The A tlan­
tic Charter promised freedom from want. But 
wherever the hungry masses rise up to demand 
food, the imperialists intend to suppress them. 
Wherever as in Greece and Belgium the masses at­
tempt to overthrow the reactionary m ilitary, police 
and monarchist regimes imposed on them by the 
Allies, and move in the direction of a socialist 
future, they w ill be shot down.

It is for this that American soldiers are to be kept 
in Europe, separated from their homes and loved 
ones. The great m ajority of these soldiers are 
part of the American working-class. The American 
labor movement must not permit the government 
of the Wall Street bandits to use them for carrying 
out the nefarious purposes of the imperialists. 
From the ranks of organized labor the cry must 
go up:

Hands o ff the European revolution!
Withdraw all American troops from Europe!

T h a t O ld  F a m ilia r  Fee ling

The Workers’ Forum columns are open to the opinions of the readers of The M ilitant. 
Letters are welcome on any subject of interest to the workers. Keep them short and include 
your name and address. Indicate i f  you do not want your name printed.

Must Newark Be 
A Slum City?
E d ito r:

A  re p o rt subm itted  to the c ity  
Commission by  N e w ark ’s P lan­
ning' Board reveals the deplorable 
housing conditions in  the C ity , 
w ith o u t o ffe r in g  any so lu tion to 
the problem.

The P lann ing  Board shows th a t 
there are 38,413 substandard 
dw ellings, housing one -th ird  o f 
the c ity ’s popu lation. N ew ark 
requires 55,000 new dw e lling  un its  
and the  m odern ization o f 22,000 
more, a t an estim ated cost o f 
$300,000,000 over a period o f 25 
years!

H ow  are these houses to be 
b u ilt?  Presum ably, by a com­
b ina tion  o f public housing, sub­
sidies, and p riva te  enterprise. 
W hy should p riva te  cap ita l, hav­
in g  refused in  the past to  invest 
in new housing and renovation in 
N ew ark, do so in the fu tu re ?  No 
convincing reason is o ffered.

Much o f the rea l estate in 
N ew ark  is owned by huge cor­
porations such as P ruden tia l In ­
surance Co., P ub lic  Serv., B u ild ­
in g  and Loan Associations, etc. 
They have no in te res t in  im p ro v ­
in g  the housing conditions in  the 
c ity . They are solely in terested in 
reaping p ro fits  w ith  the least 
possible expenditures or im ­
provements.

These same corpora tions use 
th e ir in fluence to see th a t Com­
m issioners are elected to  the C ity  
Commission who w i l l  aid the 
Corporations in keeping these 
slums in existence. I t  is more 
p ro fitab le  to have slums, so there 
are slums. W hat do they care 
about us liv in g  in da rk , damp, 
d ir ty  hovels, where the sun can 
never shine? I t  is  our children 
who w i l l  ge t T.B ., no t the irs .

N ew ark  needs low-cost housing, 
which can on ly  be obtained by 
subsidies fro m  the Federal Gov­
ernm ent. The Governm ent which 
has spent so much money on the 
w a r fo r  destructive  purposes, 
should sure ly  be w ill in g  to spend 
a few  m illio n  do lla rs fo r  decent 
houses in  N ew ark.

Is  N ew ark  an example o f the 
much ta lked about “ Am erican 
W ay o f L ife ,”  where one-th ird  of 
the c ity ’s population lives in sub­
standard dw ellings?

Joe Ford
N ew ark, N . J.

Fascist Poison
E d ito r:

The fo llo w in g  is in fo rm a tion  on 
developing fasc is t ac tiv ities . The 
A p r i l 25 Eastside Journa l, a com­
m un ity  paper o f the eastside sec­
tion o f Los Angeles, p r in ts  in ­
fo rm a tio n  ev iden tly  given by 
Jew ish w orkers employed a t the 
N aval Drydocks, T e rm ina l Island. 
Leafle ts  o f  an ti-S em itic , a n ti- 
Negro, a n ti- “ O akic”  type have 
been appearing w ith  increasing 
frequency on the bu lle tin  boards 
a t the drydocks. W orkers have 
been com pla in ing  to  the Naval 
brass hats about th is  s itua tion , 
and the com pla in ts are ignored.

Several weeks p r io r  to  A p r i l 
25th a group o f CIO w orkers 
form ed a com m ittee to stop th is  
fasc is t propaganda. Three leaders 
o f th is  com m ittee were Bronson

I’ a rre tt,  W ill ia m  Rosenthal, and 
Charles G. Greenwood J r . When 
an an ti-S em itic  le a fle t appeared 
in the fo llo w in g  days, Rosenthal 
appeared before the N ava l brass 
hats, and was prom ised action. 
Then the com m ittee removed the 
an ti-S em itic  bu lle tins  fro m  the 
boards.

A  few  days a fte r  Rosenthal was 
fired fro m  his job. P a rre tt was 
also fired, and Greenwood was 
given a w a rn in g  notice and his 
occupational de ferm ent recon­
sidered. Thus the N avy  and the 
governm ent g ive suppo rt to  the 
fascists.

In  add ition  there  have been in ­
creasing physica l a ttacks upon 
Jews in  the  Boyle l ig h ts ,  section 
o f L . A . by  young hoodlums. A  
le tte r  has been sent by Jew ish 
leaders o f Boyle H e igh ts  to  M ay­
or Bowron, bu t no th ing  has ye t 

•been done.
L . T.
Los Angeles

"Liberated" Italians
E d ito r:

I  ju s t had a le tte r  fro m  m y 
s is te r dated M arch 19th, 1945. 
She lives in cen tra l I ta ly  in  a 
town th a t was occupied by the 
A llies  on ly a sho rt tim e  ago. The 
conditions she describes are un ­
speakable and filled  me w ith  
anger a t those who b rough t my 
fo lks  to  such conditions.

She re lates th a t as the arm ies 
approached the town they took to 
the h ills  w ith  a ll o f  the  other 
inhab itan ts  o f the tow n. In  the 
woods they “ lived like  an im als on

QUESTION BOX
Q : W hat is the ex ten t o f the 

J. P. M organ hold ings?
A : A ccord ing to Ferd inand

Lundberg in  “ A m erica ’s S ix ty  
Fam ilies,”  published in  1938, the 
M organ fa m ily  and pa rtne rs  ( in ­
c lud ing e ig h t lead ing executives) 
contro lled a  fo rtu n e  o f nearly  
th ree-quarters o f a b illio n  do l­
la rs— $728,000,000. Huge p ro fits  
in  the Second W orld  W ar have 
unquestionably swelled th is  to 
over a b illion .

* * *
Q: How many s trikes  were

there in  the U n ited  States du rin g  
the f irs t  W orld  W ar?

A : The to ta l num ber o f s trikes 
d u rin g  1917 and 1918 was 3,976, 
o f wh ich 30 lasted over 200 days. 
The D epartm ent o f Labor re p o rt­
ed 388 s trikes d u rin g  the 19 
months o f A m erican pa rtic ip a tion  
in the w a r in basic w ar industries 
alone.

v- * *
Q : How m any governm ent-

owned plants are there in  the U n ­
ited States which could provide 
post-w ar jobs i f  they continued to 
operate?

A : The governm ent owns 96 
per cent o f the m agnesium  p ro ­
ducing fa c il it ie s ; 90 per cent of 
the sh ipbu ild ing ; 90 per cent o f 
the a irc ra f t ;  70 per cent o f the 
a lum in iu m ; 50 per cent o f the 
machine too l fa c ilit ie s , and 10 per 
cent o f the stee l-production in ­
dustry .

roots and acom s.”  W hen they 
re turned to the tow n under A m e r­
ican occupation, they  found many 
o f the houses destroyed and 
eve ry th in g  in  s ig h t had been 
looted. She says th a t they a ll fe lt  
th a t, now, a t las t, under the 
Am ericans the y  would ge t a good 
meal a f te r  s ta rv in g  so long. B u t 
under the A m ericans i t  is  worse 
than before. She says th a t even 
i f  there were jobs to  be had the 
men are so weak th a t they  could 
not w o rk  fro m  lack o f food.

M y s is te r w rite s  th a t she would 
like  to  send me a p ic tu re  o f her 
fa m ily  bu t doesn’t  have any 
money fo r a photo. Besides, she 
adds, “ fo r  the sake o f decency, 
I  would no t send you a p ic tu re  o f 
us as we are, w ith o u t shoes and 
very l i t t le  c lo th in g .”

W ill you please publish th is  in 
you r fine paper so th a t more peo­
ple m ay know  how conditions are 
w ith  the people w ho have been 
“ libe ra ted ”  by the A llie s .

A . P.
Toledo, Ohio

For Slave Labor
E d ito r:

The W a r M anpower Com m is­
sion is im p o rt in g  W est Ind ian  
w orkers fro m  th e  islands o f 
Jam aica and Barbados to  w o rk  in  
the Youngstow n steel area under 
v ir tu a l slave conditions. The 
p re te x t is  an alleged m anpower 
shortage, b u t the rea l reason is 
to  bu ild  up a labo r surp lus to  
make i t  easier to  f ig h t the  unions.

A s a re s u lt o f an agreem ent 
between the B r it is h  and A m erican 
governm ents, these w orkers  are 
to  have th e ir  tra n sp o rta tio n  pa id 
by the em ployers to  and fro m  the 
p o rt o f  en try . The w orkers  are to 
w o rk  under 90 day contracts and 
longer i f  i t  tu rn s  o u t “ sa tis fac­
to r i ly . "  They w i l l  have the  same 
wage rates as th e  w orkers here 
ge t now and they w i l l  have the 
r ig h t  to  jo in  the  union

B u t— and here is where the 
h itch  comes in — these w orkers  are 
to  have none o f the p riv ileges o f 
the “ na tive ”  workers, in  th a t they 
w il l  have no sen io rity . A n y  
“ na tive ”  can by-pass these im ­
ported w orkers on the job. T h is  
arrangem ent holds the constant 
th re a t o f f ir in g  and deporta tion  
over the im ported w orkers ’ heads.

The un ion o ffic ia ldom  have a l­
ready agreed to  th is  p lan. They 
too fe a r  the m ilita n c y  o f  the 
w orkers and are n o t averse to  
hav ing  a l i t t le  surp lus o f docile 
labo r on hand.

Speaking before the  C IO  Coun­
c il here, the  W M C  agent stated 
th a t the re  is an abundance o f 
labo r in  the South, b u t i t  hasn’ t  
worked ou t so w e ll. He m eant th a t 
southern w orkers  w on’t  have the 
th rea ts  hang ing  over th e ir  heads 
as do the im ported  W est Ind ians.

A m erican w orkers  w i l l  accept 
the w orkers fro m  the W est Ind ies 
and any o th e r coun try , b u t they 
oppose the use o f these w orkers  
by the em ployers and th e ir  gov­
ernm ent agents to  d r ive  down 
standards o f l iv in g  un ion men 
have w on th rou gh  b it te r  s tru g ­
gle. They do n o t w a n t others to  
be used as slave la bo r and thereby 
in ju re  a l l workers.

C. Peters
Youngstown, O.

The Bigger the War -- 
The Greater the Profits

So you’ve been to ld th a t your p la n t is go ing to  shu t 
down? So you’re go ing to  have to  take you r hundred 
do lla rs w o rth  o f w ar bonds and cash them  in — w ith ­
out in te res t— to feed you r fa m ily  w h ile  you ’re being 
“ reconverted?”  W ell, i f  you th in k  you’ve go t i t  tough, 
look a t w hat the b ig  corpora tions have to  p u t up 
w ith !

C. M. Reckert, in  the fin a n c ia l section o f the 
N . Y . T imes, M ay 7, te lls  us m o u rn fu lly  th a t “ cor­
porate p ro fits  were no t so im pressive”  in  1944. I t  
seems according to  h im  th a t a survey o f 857 lead­
in g  m an u fac tu ring  companies shows they  made ne t 
p ro fits , a f te r  a ll taxes, o f $2,763,171,176 in  1944. T h is  
was— h o rro rs !— "o n ly  4 per cent be tte r than the $2,- 
658,634,842 ne t fo r  the same companies the year be­
fo re .”  Im agine , “ o n ly ”  4 per cent m ore than  the  
record take o f 1943, w h ich was double th a t in  1939!

Some o f the do lla r p a trio ts  did a l i t t le  b e tte r tha n  
tha t. S ixteen autom obile companies raised th e ir  take 
11 per cent in 1944 over 1943, fro m  $201,409,923 to 
$223,073,582. A  group o f 27 o il companies shot th e ir  
net up 25 per cent in one year, fro m  $462,512,436 to  
$579,566,388.

Now, to  w o rkers  s tru g g lin g  a long on $20, $30 o r 
$40 a week w ith  prices soaring  h ighe r d a ily  th a t 
m ig h t seem p re tty  fa ir  p ro fits  fo r  the in d u s tr ia l­
ists. B u t consider, says Reckert, how “ h igh taxes, 
ope ra ting  costs and wages and m anpower problem s 
. . . reduced p ro f i t  m arg ins .”  Ju s t th in k  w h a t the 
em ployer^ could have made i f  the y  d idn ’t  have to  
pay some taxes and wages!

O f course, Reckert concedes, the re  were some rays 
o f sunshine in  th is  g loom y scene. “ The w ar, however, 
has provided many indus tries  w ith  s tab ilized and 
p ro fita b le  business, enab ling m any corpora tions to  
streng then w o rk in g  cap ita l, reduce debts and e lim i­
nate dividended arrearages. . . M ost o f these com­
panies have set up contingency reserves to  meet post­
w a r ad justm ents.”

S t ill,  i t ’s no t lik e  the good old tim es, when a con­
cern “ m ig h t operate fa ir ly  p ro fita b ly  on a 40 to  50 
per cent capac ity ,”  says Reckert. W h a t the corpora­
tions w a n t is to  be able to  f ir e  h a lf  the  w o rkers  
and s t i l l  clean up.

Government Takes Good 
Care of Big Corporations

I f  B ig  Business is n o t too ove rw rough t a t the pros­
pect o f w a r production  cutbacks and lo ng  lines o f 
unemployed, the re  is good reason, exp la ins R a lph 
Hendershot, f in a n c ia l ed ito r o f the N . Y . W o rld - 
Telegram .

“ Despite h ig h  taxes and close p r ic in g  on w a r 
goods,”  he w ro te  on M ay 1, “ m ost corpora tions w i l l  
emerge fro m  th is  w a r period in  much be tte r financ ia l 
condition than was th o u g h t possible a yea r o r so 
ago.

“ F o r one reason, these companies have been very 
conservative in  th e ir  d iv idend disbursem ents, p re ­
fe r r in g  ra th e r to  set aside heavy reserves each year 
out o f earnings fo r  postw ar emergencies.”

M oreover, “ the heavy depreciation allowances on 
p lan ts  and m ach inery”  fo r  w a r use “ have g iven these 
companies an im p o rta n t l i f t . ”  A t  20 per cent a yea r 
allowance, m ost o f the companies w i l l  have received 
p lan ts  fro m  the governm ent fre e  o f charge.

A lso , “ substan tia l cred its have been ro lled  up 
th rou gh  excess-pro fits ta x  levies. These funds w i l l  
come in  handy in  the reconversion period.”  M ig h ty  
handy fo r  the  p lu to c ra ts  to  lo ll a t  lu x u ry  resorts , 
w h ile  w o rkers  are o u t on the  street.

German Workers Were Main 
Victims of Atrocities

A f te r  12 years o f the known existence o f the  N a z i 
“ h o rro r camps,”  the A llie d  propagandists have sud­
denly unleashed a frenzied cam paign o f “ exposure”  
in an a tte m p t to  place resp on s ib ility  fo r  these a tro c i­
ties on the  whole German people.

B y  te ll in g  a h a lf- tru th , however, th is  propaganda 
perpetra tes an enormous lie . I t  c a re fu lly  conceals the 
fa c t th a t these a troc itie s  were directed f i r s t  and fo re ­
m ost aga inst the German masses themselves.

W a lke r Stone, w r i t in g  in  the  New  Y o rk  W orld - 
Telegram , M ay 10, rep o rts  th a t these camps con ta in ­
ed no A m erican and B r it is h  prisoners o f w a r. A t  
Buchenwald and Dachau, “ there  were thousands o f 
G E R M A N  citizens, whose on ly  crim e was re s is tin g  
the N azi p o lit ic a l m achine.”  .And the re  were W O R K ­
ERS, slave labor, o f a ll n a tion a litie s , “ the corpses o f 
G E R M A N S , A us tria ns , Poles, Russians, H ungarians, 
Czechs,”  etc.

R epo rting  an in te rv ie w  w ith  15 A m erican  news­
papermen, the New  Y o rk  Post, M ay  8, s ta ted : “ M . E . 
W a lte r, m anag ing e d ito r o f the Houston Chronicle , 
however wanted to  assure paren ts and w ives o f 
Am erican soldiers th a t p risone rs-o f-w a r, genera lly , 
were n o t subjected to  the  a troc itie s  th e y  w itnessed 
a t Buchenwald and Dachau. These outrages, he said, 
were reserved fo r  P O L IT IC A L  prisoners.”  T h a t is, 
in  the m ain, G E R M A N S .

T im e magazine, M ay 14, reports  th a t A llie d  o ffice rs  
“ unexpectedly”  discovered “ 2,000 G E R M A N  p rison ­
ers who had a p lan fo r  a libe ra l, a n ti- fa s c is t Reich 
. . . They had organized a s trong  underground w ith ­
in  Buchenwald, so s trong  at one tim e  i t  had liqu ida te d  
125 SS in fo rm ers .”  B u t w hy docs T im e describe the  
discovery as “ unexpected”  when i t  knows th a t  hun­
dreds o f thousands o f  G E R M A N S  have died in  these 
camps since 1933? B u t to  adm it th a t is  to  explode 
the lie  th a t the German people are responsible fo r  the 
Nazi a troc ities .

The on ly  exp lanation  fo r  H i t le r ’s tre a tm e n t o f so 
m any G E R M A N S  in  th is  fash ion  was because he 
h im se lf understood th a t the German masses w ere  
aga inst Nazism  and could be kep t in  line  on ly  b y  the  
m ost ru th less te rro r. T h a t is w hy, as S cripps-H ow - 
a rd  correspondent H e n ry  J . T a y lo r repo rted  on 
M ay 1, frequ en tly , a f te r  s ix  m onths o r so here o r 
in  another camp, a starved and broken m an o r w o­
man would be sent back among fo rm e r comrades, 
as a L IV IN G  E X A M P L E  o f w ha t i t  m eant to  be sent 
away.”


