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Stalinists Make 
Official Change 
In Their Policy

By Felix  M orrow
The "new”  Stalinist line has now been handed down, a little  

more than a week after the May 24 publication of the article of 
Jacques Duclos, French Communist Party leader, which fore­
shadowed the latest switch.

The new line has been announced in the form of a resolu­
tion of the National Board of the Communist Political Associa­
tion, published in the June 4 D aily  Worker.

The signa l fro m  abroad — ® 
given by Duclos in  his a rtic le , 
b u t in  essence com ing fro m  the 
K re m lin — also gave the general 
ou tlines fo r  the change. The CPA 
reso lu tion closely fo llow s  the 
pos ition  o f the Duclos a rtic le .

T h is  a rtic le , signed by a leader 
o f  a p a r ty  w h ich has cabinet posts 
in  the ca p ita lis t governm ent o f 
France, provided fo r  con tinua­
t io n  o f  the S ta lin is t support o f 
“ democracies”  in the w ar.

SUPPORTS C A P IT A L IS M
Likew ise, the U . S. section o f 

the  S ta lin is t o rgan iza tion  con­
tinues in  its  reso lu tion  its  sup­
p o r t o f the A m erican ca p ita lis t 
governm ent and opposition to the 
a tte m p t o f the m il ita n t  w orkers 
to  regain the use o f the s tr ike  
weapon.

The cruc ia l po litica l sections 
o f the reso lu tion read as fo llow s :

“ I t  is im p era tive  th a t the A m e­
rican  people reso lu te ly  support 
every e f fo r t  o f the T rum an  ad­
m in is tra tio n  to  c a rry  fo rw a rd  
Roosevelt’s p rogram  fo r  v ic to ry , 
peace, democracy and 60 m illio n  
jobs.”

“ Continue un in te rrup ted  w a r 
production and uphold la bo r’s no- 
I t r ik e  pledge fo r  the du ra tio n .”

In  actua l practice, the re fore , 
the present reso lu tion continues 
the  previous line  o f  class peace 
w ith  the ca p ita lis t governm ent 
»nd the bosses.

The reso lu tion , however, has 
tw o  o ther ou ts tand ing  fea tures 
wh ich the Duclos a rtic le  outlined 
fo r  it .

T H R E A T  OF O P P O S IT IO N
1. I t  threatens the c a p ita lis t 

class th a t the CPA w il l  go in to  
opposition i f  the A n g lo -A m e ri­
can-Soviet coa lition  breaks up.

2. I t  prom ises the m ilita n t 
w orkers  th a t the CPA w i l l  go 
over to  a c lass-strugg le  line 
a fte r  the w a r and pretends th a t 
even now the  reso lu tion  provides 
f o r  m ore m il ita n t a c t iv ity  than 
heretofore .

The th re a t to  S ta lin 's  a llies is 
undoubtedly the p rinc ip a l purpose 
o f  the new CPA reso lu tion. W ith

Imperialist Shysters
The Netherlands East In ­

dies are no longer regarded 
con s titu tio n a lly  as a “ colony,”  
but as an “ in te g ra l pa rt o f 
the Netherlands Common­
w ealth ,”  D r. F. H . V ism an, 
Dutch colonial o ffic ia l, said in  
an in te rv ie w  on A p r i l 30 w ith  

A ne ta , the Netherlands news 
agency.

T h is  is the s lick fo rm u la  
under which the Dutch colon­
ia l s lavedrivers hope to  re ­
establish t h e i r  dom ina- 
t i o n  over the 67 m il­
lion inhab itan ts  o f the islands. 
How can one raise a demand 
fo r  the independence o f a co l­
ony tha t isn ’t a colony?

bottom less cynicism , the S ta lin ­
is t parties are saying to  the 
ca p ita lis t ru le rs : “ We shall serve 
you lo y a lly  so long as you get 
a long w ith  our m aster in  the 
K re m lin .”  Th is is the barga in 
w h ich the S ta lin is t leaders are 
o ffe r in g  the c a p ita lis t ru lin g  
class. T ha t th is  is a betraya l 
c f  the w o rk in g  class is o f l i t t le  
concern to the S ta lin is t leaders 
who ca llously  use the w o rk ing  
dass as a mere pawn in the 
K re m lin ’s game o f power po litics .

B u t in  order to  m islead the 
w o rk ing  class, i t  is necessary to 
keep a g r ip  on the m il ita n t  w o rk ­
ers. Th is a im  is undoubtedly the 
exp lanation  fo r  much o f the 
pseudo-radical language in  the 
C PA reso lu tion. The S ta lin is t 
leaders find i t  advisable to y ie ld  
somewhat to the pressure from  
below in order, the m ore e ffe c t­
ive ly , to  pursue a po jicy  which 
is u tte r ly  a lien to the m ilita n t 
desires o f the Com m unist w o rk ­
ers in th e ir  ranks.

The th re a t to W ashington and 
London th a t they m ust come to 
term s w ith  the K re m lin  is made 
in  language designed to make it  
appear th a t S ta lin ’s gains w ill 
also be gains fo r  the w orld  wro rk-

(Continued on page 4)

Coal Miner Railroaded To Jail 
Under Smith-Connally Slave Law

The P a y -O ff Is  the L a y -O ff WILLIAM PATTERSON IS THE FIRST MILITANT 
UNIONIST VICTIMIZED BY ANTI-LABOR ACT

Grim Future For Unemployed 
Revealed In  Truman Program

President Truman’s May 28 message to Congress requesting-»- 
increases in the “ states’ rights" unemployment insurance pro- 
visions was significant chiefly as a confession that at this late 
date the government has no program providing adequately for 
the millions of unemployed who w ill be walking the streets of 
America w ithin the next six months.

T o d a y ,  o ffic ia l governm ent p-

ARAB MASSES REPULSE 
DE GAULLIST ENSLAVERS

By A lfredo M artinez
DeGaulle’s latest attempt to re-establish the weakened grip 

o f French imperialism on Syria and Lebanon has proved a fiasco, 
thanks to the resistance of the Arab masses.

In m id-May DeGaulle began quietly to land French troops 
in Syria to enforce the existing garrisons there. Strikes imme­
diately broke out in protest in all the large towns, leading to
clashes between French troops and the people.
.------------------ ------------------ ------------ -——@ In  a desperate a ttem p t to crush

the resistance, the French com­
m ander on M ay 29 resorted to 
she lling  and ae ria l bom bardm ent 
o f Damascus. Eyewitnesses, re ­
ported a June 1 U P  dispatch fro m  
Damascus, “ said th a t the French 
bom bardm ent o f the c ity  was 
worse than an y th in g  they had 
seen in the western desert o r 
on the  Anzio beachhead.”  S yrian  
au tho ritie s  said dead and wound­
ed numbered fro m  three to  fo u r 
thousand.

B u t the French im p e ria lis ts  
fa iled  to  stem the resistance. 
M eanwhile the masses o f the 
w orld  could see in th is  spectacle 
not on ly  the tru e  character o f 
the “ new”  France o f DeGaulle 
bu t the fa ls ity  o f a ll the w a rtim e 
promises o f the “ democracies”  
about freedom from  fe a r and op­
pression.

I t  was an in te rna tiona l scan­
dal o f m a jo r proportions, and 
had to be stopped fo r  the sake 
o f the ta rn ished prestige o f a ll 
the im peria lis ts .

U . S. IN T E R V E N E S
On M ay 28, the day before the 

bom bardm ent o f Damascus, the 
U . S. sent a message to DeGaulie 
u rg in g  h im  to cease using force. 
Three days la te r, backed by the 
U. S., C hurch ill sent an u ltim a -

Trotskyists in 
France Jailed;
La Verite Banned

B U L L E T IN
Num erous members o f the In ­

te rn a tio n a lis t Com m unist P a rty  
(P C I) ,  French T ro ts k y is t o rgan­
iza tion , have been arrested in  
Paris, according to  a b r ie f report 
appearing in  the June 2 issue o f 
Pour la V ic to ire , French paper 
published in  New Y ork . The news 
item  also states th a t La V erite , 
organ o f the PCI, has been sup­
pressed by order o f de G aulle ’s 
governm ent.

These repressions have fo llo w ­
ed a vic ious slander cam paign 
wh ich the French S ta lin is ts , who 
pa rtic ip a te  in  the de G aulle gov­
ernm ent, have been conducting 
aga inst the T ro tsky is ts .

La  V e rite , which was the f irs t 
paper to  be published ille g a lly  
under the Nazi occupation, has 
m ainta ined a po licy o f uncom pro­
m is ing  opposition to  the de Gaulle 
reg im e o f hunger and repression 
ins ta lled  in  France w ith  the sup­
po rt o f A ng lo -A m erican  bay­
onets. (Continued on page 5)

figures show, there  are a lready 
a t least a m illio n  unemployed. 
One day a f te r  T rum an ’s mes­
sage, W a r  P roduction Board 
Chairm an K ru g  made pub lic  his 
ominous adm ission th a t in  the 
next three m onths 2,900,000 w ar 
w orkers w i l l  “ no longer be re ­
qu ired.”  “ S ix m onths fro m  now,”  
he adm itted, “ the num ber w ill 
have increased to  4,800,000.”

S T A R V A T IO N  P L A N

The governm ent a il along has 
fu l ly  understood th a t th is  would 
be the fa te  o f the w orkers w ith  
the cu rta ilm e n t o f w a r produc­
tion . A  year and h a lf  ago the 
A dm in is tra tion  pa id lip -serv ice  
to the need fo r  p lan n in g  aga inst 
mass unem ploym ent th rough  
the h ig h ly  publicized Baruch- 
Hancock re p o rt on reconversion. 
A  year ago, the la te  P res i­
dent Roosevelt s i g n e d  the 
m fam ous George “ s t a t e s ’ 
r ig h ts ”  s ta rva tio n  b il l p rov id ing  
unem ploym ent insurance as low  
as $2 a week.

Now  w ith  a wave o f mass un­
em ploym ent a lready sweeping 
over the land, P resident T rum an 
is compelled to  adm it, in  pa rt, 
the tru e  state o f a ffa irs .  Con­
fron te d  on a ll sides by the r is ­
in g  c lam or fro m  the  ranks o f 
labor, T rum an , has been com­
pelled to  acknowledge “ a m a jo r 
gap”  in  the “ reconversion”  pro 
g ram  which provides so hand­
somely fo r  the corporations.

H is precise disclosures were: 
“ O n ly about 30,000,000 o f our 
43,000,000 no n -a g ricu ltu ra l w o rk ­
ers are protected by unem ploy­
m ent insurance.”  M i l l i o n s  o f 
a g r ic u ltu ra l w orkers also have 
no pro tection . A nd the “ m axim ­
um ra te  o f $15 to  $18 a week”  
fixed by m ost states “ is c le a rly  
inadequate to  p ro tec t unemployed 
w orkers aga inst ruth less cuts in 
l iv in g  standards.”  Even these 
pittances, equiva lent to  $8-$10 
in p re -w a r purchasing power, are 
fo r  bu t a few  weeks’ du ra tion , 
o n ly  tw o  to  16 weeks “ in  nearly  
one-th ird  o f the States.”

T R U M A N ’S PRO PO SAL

T rum an the re fo re  proposed the 
m in im um  he could expediently 
suggest fo r  an “ adequate”  p ro ­
gram . H is  proposal was fo r  a 
federa l g ra n t to  the  states so 
th a t the  state governm ents, un­
der th e ir  own regu la tions and 
supervision, m ig h t ra ise th e ir  un ­
em ploym ent benefits to  a M A X ­
IM U M  o f  $25 a week fo r  a 
M A X IM U M  o f 26 weeks “ in  any 
one year, i f  his unem ploym ent 
continues th a t long .”  T h a t is, 
T rum an proposed an average o f 
$12.50 w eekly m axim um  du rin g  
an en tire  year’s unem ploym ent.

To lend support to his pro- 
I.osal, T rum an pointed ou t w ha t 
every Congressman knows, th a t 
the the governm ent has more 
than adequately guaranteed 
the p ro fits  and m onopoly in te r-

ests o f the war-enriched corpora­
tions. They are provided by
“ specific law ......  fo r  con tract te r ­
m ination , p lan t clearance, finan­
c ia l aid to business, and the 
disposition o f surp lus p rope rty . 
Congress has pe rm itted  business 
to ca rry  back post-w ar losses 
against p ro fits  ta x  paym ents d u r­
in g  the  reconversion period.”

B u t the Congressional agents 
o f W a ll S treet, who had ju s t 
voted themselves a $2,500 tax - 
exem pt pay increase, received 
T rum an ’s m o d e s t  proposals 
w ith  extrem e coldness and 
h o s tility . The corpora tion-con­
tro lle d  press opened up an 
ed ito ria l barrage about en­
courag ing “ dole- bums”  seeking 
“ a ‘hand-out’ fo r  li fe . ”  (N . Y . 
D a ily  M irro r, June 2)

R epo rting  on the “ im m ediate 
response in  the Congressional 
leadership,”  the N . Y . T im es 
M ay 29, observed th a t i t  was 
“ unenthusiastic.”  Senior Con­
gressional spokemen complained 
th a t T rum an “ had sen t up his 
m e  s s a g  e w ith o u t consulting 
them ”  and recalled howr Con­
gress had ove rw he lm ing ly  de­
feated s im ila r proposals la s t 
year. ~ “

Chairm an D oug iiton  o f  t h e  
pow erfu l House W ays and Means 
Com m ittee, which w ould f irs t  
have to approve T rum an ’s pro 
posal, declared the com m ittee 
was in  “ no h u r ry ”  to consider the 
m a tte r. “ I don’t  know  when we 
w il l  take i t  up. W e have g o t a 
good m any o the r th in gs  to  do.”

A s fo r  the Senate, the W ash-

(C ontinued on page 2)

Los Angeles U.A.W. Council 
Hits Jim Crow Job Policies

(Special to The M ilita n t) 
LOS ANGELES, June 2. — 

Displaying an appreciation of 
the tasks that face labor today 
and a heartening understanding 
of how to meet those tasks, the 
Lbs Angeles D istrict Auto 
Council (UAW -CIO) last week 
passed a strong resolution call­
ing for an end to discrimina­
tion in the hiring of workers.

The council placed its e lf  on 
record as dem anding th a t “ in  a ll 
o f the p lan ts reconverting  to  auto 
production w h ich  are covered by 
U A W  contracts, new h ir in g  shall 
include Negroes, M exicans and 
members o f o ther rac ia l m in o r i­
ties w ith o u t d isc rim ina tion .”

The reso lu tion , w h ich  was in ­
troduced by Ed Gersky, delegate

fro m  the General M otors local, 
was passed unanim ously.

I t  po in ts  ou t th a t “ N egro w o rk ­
ers in  in d u s try  are usu a lly  the 
la s t to  be h ired  and the f i r s t  to  
be f ire d ,”  and states fu r th e r  th a t 
em ployers have used d isc rim in a ­
tio n  “ to  d iv ide the w o rk in g  class 
and weaken i t  in  its  strugg les 
fo r  sho rte r hours, h igh e r wages 
and be tte r w o rk in g  conditions.”

A u to  m anufacture rs in  the  Los 
Angeles area in  the past have 
never h ired Negroes fo r  produc­
tio n  w ork , and have h ired very  
few  Mexicans. F o llo w in g  the ou t­
break o f the w a r, auto p lan ts  
were converted to  w a r production 
and the em ployers were forced 
te m p o ra rily  to abandon th e ir  t r a ­
d itio n a l po licy.

W ith  the present cut-backs in

w a r orders, the auto p lan ts  are 
a lready m aking prepara tions fo r  
reconversion. In  th is  connection, 
some o f the companies have a l­
ready s ta rted  h ir in g  maintenance 
men. So fa r  as could be learned, 
none o f those h ired to  date have 
been Negroes.

The reso lu tion  o f the A u to  
Council, the re fore , shows a de­
te rm in a tio n  to  break the  p re ju ­
diced polic ies o f the  auto m anu­
fac tu re rs , the reby f ig h t in g  fo r  
the r ig h ts  n o t on ly  o f members 
o f persecuted m in o ritie s , b u t o f 
the entii-e w o rk in g  class. The 
council has thus taken a v ita l ly  
im p o rta n t step. The f ig h t  to  force 
the em ployers to  com ply s t i l l  
lies ahead. In  th is  f ig h t  the 
council should be supported by 
a ll w orkers.

Imprisoned Miner 
Has Long Record 
Of Union Struggle

By A rt Preis
R IC H EYVILLE , Pa.. June 3 

—What sort of man is W illiam  
Patterson, the firs t American 
worker to be imprisoned under 
the Smith-Connally anti-strike 
law? Why did the capitalist 
government pick him as its first 
victim?

This afternoon, in th is  sm all 
m in ing  tow n where U M W  Loo'll 
2399 meets, I  learned about B ill 
Patterson fro m  the men who 
know h im  best, his union b ro th ­
ers, some o f  whom  have worked 
in the mines w ith  h im  since 1927.

Steve Panak, Local 2399 p res i­
dent, stated as a score o f others 
crowded around the m eeting 
p la tfo rm  and expressed th e ir  
con firm ation , th a t “ ever since 
I ’ve known B ill,  he’s been a good 
union man, one hundred per cent.

M IN E R  17 YE A R S
“ He’s worked in th is  mine here 

(V esta No. 4 ), w hy, I  should say, 
fo r  about 17 years.”  Someone 
supplied the date. “ Yes, th a t ’s 
r ig h t,  since 1927.”

To show the regard  his fe llow  
w orkers  have fo r  Patterson, 
Panak explained, “ he’s served as 
m ine com m itteem an o f f  and on 
fo r  fo u r  o r five term s. He was 
a lw ays a man to  p u t up a good 
fig h t fo r  the re s t o f the men.”

As a com m itteem an, w h a t k ind

(Special to THE M IL IT A N T )

By A rt Preis

P IT T S B U R G H , Pa., June 4  —  W illia m  Patter­
son, 40-year old union coal digger fro m  tiny com­
pany-owned Daisytown, 5 0  m iles south o f here, is 
the first Am erican w orker to be im prisoned under 
the infam ous Sm ith-Connally anti-strike law.

Last Saturday this loyal union m an, who has 
spent the past 17  years to iling  down in  the dark  and 
deadly dangers o f Vesta No. 4 , w orld ’s largest soft 
coal m ine owned by Jones and Laughlin Steel Corp., 
was thrust into the county prison at Uniontown, Pa. 
Snatched w ithout warning®

(Continued on page 3)

IN THE NEWS
Siamese Twins

The Standard O il Company o f 
New Jersey is d is tr ib u tin g  a 
pam phlet en titled , “ U n ited  We 
Stand,”  by -R. T. Ilas lam , a com­
pany d irector. One passage 
states: “ In  fa c t i t  is d if f ic u lt  to 
define to w h a t degree Govern­
m ent is in  business and business 
is in  Government... Ine v itab ly  
Governm ent and business fun c ­
tions w il l  overlap. There fore , i t  
w il l be rea lis tic  fo r  people in 
both -  Governm ent and bus i­
ness no t to act as though 
there were some essential co n flic t 
between the two... I t  is  no t Gov­
ernm ent versus business bu t Gov­
ernm ent and business.”

In te rim  Balance Sheet
On M ay 31 the Governm ent in  

W ashington announced tha t 
A m erican combat casualties in 
the Second W orld  W ar passed 
the m illio n  m ark. The to ta l, as 
o f tha t date, was 1,002,887 made 
up as fo llo w s : dead, 227,097; 
wounded, 607,468; m issing, 63,- 
455; prisoners, 104,867. The 
grand to ta l fo r  a ll o f the F irs t 
W orld  W ar was 259,735.

W hat D o Privates Get?
A n Associated Press dispatch 

from  Moscow, M ay 29, rep o rts : 
“ The Soviet U n ion is rew ard ing  
its generals w ith  construction o f 
spacious new apartm ents in 
various c ities across the coun try  
fo r  th e ir  use... The generals’ 11- 
s to ry  apartm en t houses in Mos­
cow w ill be located on Leningi'ad 
Boulevard and on the G orky and 
Smolensk embankments, choice 
sections o f the cap ita l.”

* * *

Freedom From  W ant
“ Dutch ch ildren are scrap ing 

the sides o f em pty trucks fo r  a 
l i t t le  coal dust to take home in  a 
tw is t o f paper. Greek children 
and th e ir  parents, shoeless and 
in  rags, are being kept a live on 
a d ie t o f bread, beans and boiled 
grasses. Ita lia ns  are begging 
fo r  bread in the streets. N orw e­
gian children are liv in g  in  tu r f  
hovels wrapped in fresh -s laugh t­
ered an im al skins fo r  w ant o f 
o ther c lo th in g .”  (B r it is h  L is t­
ener).

fro m  his w ife  and two 
children, he has been con­
demned to six months be­
hind bars.

Thus B il l Patterson, a mine 
com m itteem an whom his fe llow  
« o rke rs  yesterday a t R icheyville  
described as a “ f ig h tin g  foo l fo r  
the men,”  has become the f irs t  
v ic tim  o f the m ost vic ious fed ­
era l an ti- la bo r law  o f modern 
tim es.

Today, he is an ou tstand ing 
sym bol o f Am erican ca p ita lis t 
class “ jus tice .”  The A m erican 
ru lin g  class and its  governm ent 
have selected him  to  serve as an 
“ exam ple”  and “ w a rn in g ”  to a ll 
Am erican labor.

T H E  T R U T H  R E V E A L E D
The t ru th  about W illia m  P a t­

te rson ’s case has been buried 
in  slanderous m isrepresentations. 
Yesterday I  v is ited  R icheyville , 
near P a tte rson ’s home, where 
Vesta No. 4 is located. I  had the 
p riv ile g e  o f a ttend ing  a m eeting 
o f h is local un ion, Local 2399, 
U n ited  M ine W orkers o f Am erica.

F rom  the lips o f the officers 
and members o f h is  un ion, who 
are behind him  to  a man, I  have 
secured the f irs t  au then tic  account 
o f th is  unprecedented and h is to r ic  
case.

Seated around a tab le  on the 
p la tfo rm  o f the R icheyv ille  re ­
creation h a ll where the local 
meets, Steve Panak, Local 2399 
president, John G. H a rr is , vice- 
president, John Peters, secretary- 
treasurer, and a score o f o ther 
officers and members in d ig n a n tly  
re la ted the fac ts  behind th is  
fram e-up.

They described step by step 
how the governm ent, aided by the 
coux-ts, which in  th is  area are

W IL L IA M  P A T TE R S O N

contro lled by the b illio n -d o lla r 
steel t ru s t and the po w e rfu l m ine 
operators, de libe ra te ly  set ou t bo 
“ g e t”  Patterson and make an 
“ exam ple”  o f him .

TOOK T H E  R A P
Over and over again, they  em­

phasized: “ He took the rap fo r  
us.”  They made i t  c lear th a t B i l l  
Patterson could have been any 
one o f a h a lf m illio n  m iners who 
today m ig h t be stand ing in  his 
shoes— o r wall be tom orrow , i f  
the em p loying class and govern­
m ent ge t aw ay w ith  th is  f ir s t  im ­
prisonm ent under the a n ti-s tr ik e  
law.

The fa c t th a t P atterson was 
sentenced to  s ix  months, instead 
o f five  years as the law  pe rm its , 
is due sole ly to the “ cau tious”  
approach o f the governm ent in

(Continued on page 3)

is an Ir ish -A m e rican  ra ilro a d  
w o rke r and her g re a t-g re a t 
g ra nd fa th e r was Samuel Holmes 
who came fro m  Ire la nd  and 
io u g h t in the A m erican  revo lu -

(C ontinucd on page 7)

'Women In Prison' Subject 
Of Carlson National Tour

Grace Carlson, member of the editorial staff of The M ilitan t, 
organizer and educator for the Socialist Workers Party, on June 
19 w ill begin a coast-to-coast tour starting in Allentown, Pa., 
covering 22 SWP branches. She w ill speak on the topic "Women 
in Prison." This national tour, under the auspices of the So­
cialist Workers Party, w ill be Comrade Carlson’s firs t oppor­
tun ity since her release from prison to appear before working- 
class audiences. ’®-

Grace Carlson is one o f the 
18 T ro tsky is ts  and CIO trade  un­
ionists who were sent to  ja i l  un­
der the vic ious S m ith  “ Gag”  A c t 
fo r  th e ir  opposition to  the im ­
p e ria lis t w a r and fo r  advancing 
revo lu tiona ry  socia lis t ideas. She 
was released fro m  the Federal 
R e fo rm atory  fo r  Women, A ld e r- 
son, W est V ir ig in ia , a fte r  serv­
ing  a lm ost 13 m onths o f a 16- 
m onth prison te rm , and was 
freed cn M ay 1 fro m  more than 
three m onths o f parole re s tr ic ­
tions. M ore than 600 labor, N e ­
gro and progressive o rgan iza­
tions, representing alm ost 6,000,- 
000 workers, supported the M in ­
neapolis Labor Case.

W O M E N  IN  PR ISO N
D istingu ished as the sole 

woman among the 18 who were 
ren t to prison, Comrade Carlson 
v 'i l l  discuss a t pub lic  ga therings 
;n each c ity  the p lig h t o f the 
thousands o f women who are to ­
day langu ish ing  in ja ils , v ic tim s  
o f ca p ita lis t exp lo ita tion , pov- 
i r t y  and wars.

Grace Carlson was born in St.
Paul, M inn, in  1906. H er fa th e r
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Grim Future For The Unemployed 
Revealed In  Program Of Truman

(Continued from  page 1)

in g ton  Bureau o f the New Y o rk  
d a ily  PM  reported on M ay 31 
th a t “ the F inance Com m ittee is 
tied  up fo r  the present w ith  the 
Reciprocal Trade Agreem ents b ill 
and has also made no plans fo r  
com p ly ing  w  i t  h T rum an ’s re­
quest.”

B IG  B U S IN E S S  V IE W  
Typ ica l o f the c a p ita lis t press 

response were the ed ito ria ls  in the 
N . Y. T im es, organ o f the M or­
gan in terests, which on M ay 29 
warned aga inst “ pay ing  so 
m uch”  unem ploym ent insurance 
“ as to  breed a serious vo’u n ta ry  
unem ploym ent”  and on M ay 30 
complained o f the “ governm ent 
debt”  and the need fo r  “ reduc­
in g  governm ent spending a fte r 
the w a r.”  “ We cannot do th is  
i f  we pay to ind iv idua ls  benefits 
so la rge  as no t on ly  to be ex­
pensive in  themselves bu t as to 
encourage mass unem ploym ent.”  

The idea o f p rov id ing  govern­
m ent aid fo r  the unemployed 
seems outrageous to  w e ll-fed  ca­
p ita lis t  parasites. F o r they w an t a 
starved and docile a rm y o f un 
employed so desperate th a t 
the y  w i l l  be w ill in g  to take any 
k in d  o f job, under any condi­
tions ,a t any wages. T h a t’s the 
rea l “ re lie f”  plan o f W a ll S treet.

B u t i t  would be a fa ta l e rro r 
fo r  the w orkers to place any re-

iance in  T rum an to  f ig h t fo r  a. tj> 
adequate unem ploym ent benefits 
program . H is proposal, to be­
g in  w ith , would provide m illions 
o f w orkers w ith  fa r  loss than 
the M A X IM U M  o f $25 weekly. 
Piven th a t $25 would be a pau­
pe r’s sum fo r  m ost fam ilies  w ith  
the present and fu tu re  price in ­
fla tio n . And th is  program  would 
be adm in istered by state govern­
ments which, place a ll k inds of 
long-te rm  residence requirem ents 

nd other res tr ic tio ns  in  the way 
o f g e ttin g  benefits.

A N O T H E R  ‘CO M PRO M ISE ’
M oreover, T rum an and the 

o ther few  Congressional sup­
porte rs o f his proposal w i l l  fo ld  
up like  a w e t d ish -rag  under 
a ttack, o r they w i l l  o f fe r  some 
ro tte n  “ compromise,”  as they did 
last year when Congress tra m p ­
led over s im ila r  proposals.

O nly a pow erfu l mass cam­
pa ign by organized labor, con­
ducted independently and w ith  
a ll the tra d itio n a l means o f  mass 
labor s trugg le , can compel the 
governm ent to  provide adequate­
ly  fo r  the unemployed. And 
no th ing  less than federa l unem ­
ploym ent insurance equ iva lent to 
the average trade union wages 
in  the period o f em ploym ent and 
fo r  the en tire  du ra tion  o f un ­
em ploym ent, can begin to  be 
adequate.

AKRON RUBBER WORKERS 
VOTE STRIKE 3 TO 1

Willow Run Workers 
Picket WMC Office

By Roy Weston
DETRO IT, June 2 —  Contending that jobs at suitable pay 

rates are unavailable for production workers laid o ff at the Ford 
W illow Run bomber plant, Brendan Sexton, president of Bomb­
er Plant Local 50, CIO United Automobile Workers, argued the 
union’s case before the State War Manpower Commission to­
day to the accompaniment of union picketing.

W hile  Sexton presented the 51- 
un ion ’s case to  E dw ard L. Cush­
man, state W M C  d irecto r, 200 
p ickets fro m  the local marched 
outside the Penobscot B u ild ing , 
where the W M C offices are s itu ­
ated, c a rry in g  signs read ing: “ I  
Need A  Job.”  “ W here are Those 
Jobs, Cushm an?”  “ O ur P a yo ff 
is  the L a y o ff .”

Sexton in fo rm ed Cushman th a t 
jo b  o ffe rs  to  W illo w  Run w orkers 
range as low  as 51 cents an hour 
fo r  women and average 89.3 
cents an hour for- men.

LO W E R  P A ID  JOBS
S ta tin g  th a t jobs o ffe red  W il­

low' Run w orkers a t U n ited  States 
E m ploym ent Service offices are 40 
cents an hour below averages 
paid fo r  s im i-a r w o rk  as pub lish ­
ed by the S tate D epartm ent o f 
Labor and In d u s try , Sexton cited 
en instance in  w h ich a W illo w  
Run w o rke r who had been m ak­
in g  $1.50 an hour wras offered 
a job in  A d rian , M ich, a t 70 
cents an hour.

Sexton asserted th a t less than 
three per cent o f the women la id 
o f f  a t the p la n t are being re fe r­
red to  new' jobs by the USES 
W'hile on ly  40 per cent o f the 
male production w orkers are ob­
ta in in g  new em ploym ent. He de­
clared th a t m any w orkers were 
be ing d isqualified fo r  unem ploy­
m ent compensation a fte r  re fus ­
in g  jobs in  W'hich the pay is 
lower. Unem ployed w orkers are 
required to  accept jobs, when o f­
fered, before they  m ay be paid 
compensation.

Fred M asters, cha irm an o f the 
p la n t com m ittee o f Local 50, de­
clared th a t USES in te rv iew ers 
had to ld  some W idow  Run w o rk ­
ers to  re tu rn  to th e ir  home com­
m unities.

Cushm an agreed to accompany

Aek Y o u r Shopmat« 
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Revoke the No-Strike  
Pledge

Sexton to the USES office 
Ypsilanti and there conduct 
personal investigation of the job 
offers.
. D u rin g  the prosecution o f the 

European w a r $100,000,000 w'as 
spent, by the  governm ent to con 
s tru c t the W illo w  Run Bom ber > 
P la n t and an add itiona l $27,000.,- 
000 was spent fo r  the construc­
tion  o f perm anent underpasses 
and h ighw ays lead ing to  the  p lan t. 
T h is  does no t include the vast 
sums o f money spent on housing 
pro jects fo r  the W illow ' Run w o r­
kers.

A  G HO ST C IT Y
The com m unity  o f W illo w  Run 

is now' p ra c tica lly  a ghost c ity . 
The g iga n tic  p la n t which once 
employed 30,000 w orkers  has 
been reduced to  a skeleton crew 
o f 2,000 maintenance workers. 
Both the governm ent and H enry 
Ford  I I  regard the W illo w  Run 
p lan t as “ expendable as a b a ttle ­
sh ip .”  T h e ir a tt itu d e  tow ard the 
w orkers is s im ila r.

R. J. Thomas, president o f the 
CIO U n ited  A utom obile  W orkers, 
who constantly  harps upon the 
theme o f a post-w ar period en­
riched by  60,000,000 jobs, am p ly  
dem onstrated his cu rre n t program  
fo r  the w orkers by f ly in g  across 
the con tinent la s t week to  grab 
sh ipbu ilde r H enry  K a ise r’s coat­
ta ils  and beg h im  to  huy W illo w  
Run. Thom as’ so lu tion  to  un­
em ploym ent fo r  the  auto w orkers 
is to  urge a wra r p ro fite e r to  in ­
vest his blood-money in  the auto^ 
m obile in d u s try  in  the hope th a t 
jobs fo r  the auto w orkers w ill be 
created thereby.

The to ta l bankrup tcy  o f the 
leadership o f the  auto wmrkers 
un ion has been evident to  the 
advanced members o f  the union 
fo r  somo tim e. T h is  hyste rica l 
toady ing  on the p a r t o f Thomas 
is m ere ly add itiona l p ro o f th a t 
the leadership o f the U A W -C IO  
no t on ly  is  devoid o f  any p ro ­
gram  o f action fo r  the auto w o r­
kers, bu t is absolute ly incapable 
o f c rea ting  one.

Detroit Auto Men 
Back Housing Plan

D E T R O IT , M ay 31— B y unan­
imous vote, the Press Steel 
U n it  o f Ford Local 600, U n ited  
A uto W orkers (C IO ) ¡has sup­
ported the erection o f a housing 
p ro jec t in Ecorse, D e tro it. The 
p ro ject is desperately needed by 
c.ver-crow'ded w a r w orkers and 
especially by the N egro workers 
o f the auto area. Even tem po r­
a ry  housing proposals have long 
been opposed by local rea l es­
ta te  and business forces.

The Federal Public Housing 
A u th o r ity  has fin a lly  announced 
th a t i t  w 'ill bu ild  the p ro je c t de­
sp ite  opposition. The Ford U n it 
a t its  la s t membership meeting, 
M ay 19, adopted a reso lu tion 
s ta tin g : “ We, the members o f 
Press Steel U n it  o f Ford Local 
600, U A W -C IO  express our 
whole-hearted app rova l.”

To m arshal fu r th e r  support 
fo r  the p ro ject, the union d irect 
<d th a t copies o f its  reso lu tion 
be sent to a ll un its  o f the Ford  
Rouge P lan t, the U A W  in te rna  
tiona i, local and na tiona l F P H A  
agencies, and the N egro and la ­
bor press in  the D e tro it area.

Veil of Silence 
In Tresca Case

N E W  YO R K, M ay 31— F o r the 
second tim e  since the m urder o f 
Carlo Tresca, New Y o rk  D is tr ic t 
A tto rn e y  Hogan has issued an 
"annua l re p o rt”  o f his depart­
m en t’s w'ork w ith o u t even men­
t io n in g  the Tresca case. H ogan ’s 
recent sum m ary o f 1944 w ork, 
like  his re p o rt o f 1943 ac tiv ities , 
gives a detailed analysis o f in  
vestiga tion  in  o ther crimes.

Carlo Tresca, w e ll knowm 
r.n ti-fasc is t ed ito r o f  II M a rte llo  
(The H am m er) w'as shot to  death 
in  New Y o rk  C ity  on January  11, 
1943. La s t January, on the second 
ann iversary  o f his death, 1,200 
men and women m eeting a t W eb­
ste r H a ll in  N ew  Y o rk  demand­
ed action by the police depart­
ment. In  m id -January, A ss is tan t 
D is tr ic t  A tto rn e y  L ip s k y  fin a lly  
began to  call witnesses, reopen­
in g  the  investiga tion .

Since then, «ays Norm an T ho­
mas, cha irm an o f  the Tresca 
M em oria l Com m ittee, a new 
“ ve il o f silence”  has fa lle n  over 
the case. The Federal Bureau 
o f Inve s tiga tio n  has ru led  th a t 
i t  has “ no ju r is d ic tio n .”  The 
m urder o f an a n ti-fa sc is t leader 
fo r  his p o lit ic a l ac tiv itie s  is 
being v ir tu a lly  ignored by state 
and federa l au thorities.

IN  M IN N E A P O L IS
B U Y “ T H E  M IL IT A N T ”  

a t the
LABOR BOOK STORE 

10 S. 4th Street

AKRON, May 30 — Despite 
a Stalinist campaign to sow 
confusion and disruption in the 
workers’ ranks, an NLRB 
strike vote May 28 at Good­
year Tire and Rubber company 
brought a decisive three to onci 
m ajority in favor of a strike.

A  S ta lin is t clique in  the Good­
year local, headed by George E> 
Boyer, published a newspaper 
advertisem ent and bought rad io  
tim e  to  broadcast an appeal to 
the Goodyear w orkers no t to  vote 
a s tr ike . T h is  cam paign, sprung 
a t the la s t m om ent on the eve 
o f the s tr ik e  ba llo t, appealed to  
w orkers  no t to  support th e ir  lo ­
cal un ion executive board a l­
though a huge ran k  and f i le  meet­
in g  had prev ious ly  g iven support 
fo r  a s tr ik e  vote under the S m ith - 
Connally A ct.

T h is  la s t m inute  a tte m p t was 
launched on Saturday, M ay  26. 
The newspaper ad stated, “ I f  you 
vote to  s tr ik e  you are le tt in g  the 
CIO  and y o u r un ion down and 
b reak ing  the CIO w a r t i m e  
pledge.”  The advertisem ent f u r ­
th e r appealed to  un ion members 
to  appear a t the Goodyear local 
membership m ee ting  the next 
day, Sunday, M ay 27, and to  vote 
to  ca ll o f f  the s tr ik e  b a llo t sched­
uled fo r  the fo llo w in g  m orn ing.

A t  th is  m eeting the S ta lin is ts  
were given a thorough and severe 
drubbing- O nly 15 members ou t 
o f about 700 present voted to  call 
o f f  the vote. The nex t m orn ing  a 
m a jo r ity  o f 8,561 to  3,000 was 
p iled  up to  au thorize  the  Good­
year local No. 2 executive board 
to call a s tr ik e  i f  the  company 
did  not se ttle  accum ulated g r ie v ­
ances dealing w ith  wage stand­
ards.

T h is  huge m a jo r ity  was piled 
up in sp ite  o f the la s t m inute  
S ta lin is t cam paign, and in  sp ite  
o f the fa c t th a t the  b a llo t read, 
“ Do you w ish to  p e rm it an in ­
te rru p tio n  o f w a r production in  
w a rtim e  as a resu lt o f th is  d is ­
pu te? ”

The fa ilu re  o f the  S ta lin is t 
cam paign is o f g re a t im portance 
in  the rubber union. The S ta lin ­
is ts  have fu l ly  exposed them ­
selves on th is  issue. E ve ry  honest 
un ion is t in  A k ro n  is aroused 
aga inst them .

M eanwhile, F irestone Local 
No. 7 is also p re pa ring  to  take 
a s tr ik e  vote ne x t week under 
the S m ith-C onna lly  A c t.

Goodrich Local No. 5 has voted 
to  ca ll a special m eeting  to  d is­
cuss a s tr ik e  vote, should the 
W L B  hand down an unfavorab le  
decision on several po in ts  now 
before it .

Rankin Whitewash Blocked 
In Veteran Care Inquiry

By Grace Carlson
Public pressure has fina lly  forced members of the House 

Veterans Committee to break the stranglehold which its reac­
tionary chairman, Representative John Rankin, has maintained 
over the investigation of veterans’ hospitals. By a vote of 13-2, 
the Veterans Committee voted on May 29 to l if t  the contempt 
citation against PM  reporter Albert Deutsch and to call him 
back before the committee as a witness.

Led by the M ississipp i po-1-®-------------------------------------------------------
taxe r Rankin, the same Corn
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same
m ittee  had cited Deutsch fo r  
“ contem pt o f Congress”  on May- 
18 when he refused to give the 
names o f doctors in the V e te ran* 
A d m in is tra tio n  who had supplied 
h im  w ith  in fo rm a tio n  on the 
m is trea tm en t o f sick and wound­
ed veterans. The ou tc ry  raised 
by th is  obvious a ttem p t to sup­
press the fac ts  about conditions 
in  vete rans’ hospita ls was too 
much fo r  the m a jo r ity  o f Vete­
rans Com m ittee members. Repre­
sentative James Domengeaux, 
who made the m otion th a t the 
Com m ittee reverse its  stand in  
the Deutsch case, pointed out 
th a t i t  was necessary “ to  re ­
establish the confidence o f the 
public in  the Com m ittee’s ac­
tio n .”

O F F IC IA L  W H IT E W A S H
Begun in  M arch, the House 

Veterans Com m ittee’s “ invest­
ig a tio n ”  o f veterans’ hospita ls 
has so fa r  been l i t t le  m ore than 
a w h itew ash o f Veterans A d ­
m in is tra tio n  o ffic ia ls . B rig ad ie r 
General F ra n k  Hines, Veterans 
A d m in is tra to r, has been pub lic ly  
commended by R ankin several 
tim es since the “ in ves tig a tion ”  
was begun fo r  the m anner in 
which veterans’ hospita ls are 
operated. On M ay 25, Rankin 
in troduced a b ill draw n up 
in  cooperation w ith  Veterans 
A dm in is tra to r H ines proposing 
some m ild  re fo rm s in the ve t­
erans’ hosp ita l system.

B u t “ m ild  re fo rm s”  o f the 
\e te ra n s ’ hosp ita l set-up are not 
enough, according to  inves tiga ­
to rs  like  Deutsch, A lb e r t  Maisel 
o f Cosmopolitan, I^ jo  Egan o f the 
N. Y. T im es and others who have 
exposed the  te rr ib le  conditions 
in  these in s titu tion s . In  the 
fo rew ord to his a rtic le , T h ird -R ate  
M edicine fo r  F irs t-R a te  Men in  
the A p r i l issue o f Cosmopolitan, 
M aisel w rite s :

“ Read the evidence in  the ac­
com panying a rtic le — the shock­
ing, sham eful evidence o f b ru ta l­
ity ,  beatings, overcrowding, and 
th ird -ra te  trea tm e n t w h ich are 
the lo t o f our m ost defenseless 
disabled veterans... The V e te ran ’s 
H ospita ls m ust be purged fro m  
top to bo ttom .”

D IS C H A R G E D  U N C U R E D
In  the same a rtic le , M aisel 

presents evidence to  show th a t 
less than  e ig h t per cent o f the 
23,147 veterans discharged d u r­
in g  a year fro m  the 30 m ental 
hospita ls are rated as cured o r 
even as “ appa ren tly  recovered.”  
M aisel h a s  considerable p ro o f 
th a t veteran m enta l pa tien ts do 
r.ot have the benefits o f modern 
psych ia tric  and medical techn i­
ques in  veterans’ hospita ls. T h a t 
so m any thousands o f them  are 
released w ith o u t ach iev ing a 
“ cure”  represents no t on ly  p e r­
sonal tragedy  fo r  the ind iv idua ls  
involved bu t po ten tia l tragedy 
in  the com m unities to  w h ich the

pa tien ts re tu rn . M aisel quotes 
Colonel H . Foster, c lin ica l d i­
rec to r o f the N o rth p o rt, Long 
Is land H osp ita l as saying th a t 
there is “ no h a rm ”  in  re leasing 
these patien ts i f  they are “ not 
v io len t.”  Several instances are 
cited by M aisel to  show how such 
supposedly “ harm less”  pa tien ts  
have done violence to  themselves 
o r others sh o rtly  a f te r  th e ir  re ­
lease fro m  a veterans’ hospita l.

W A R N IN G  E M P H A S IZ E D
New emphasis is g iven to  M a i- 

re l’s w a rn in g  by some recent 
headlines dea ling  w ith  v io len t 
acts o f discharged servicemen 
who were m enta l cases: “ Vete- 
la n  Held Insane A f te r  S lay ing  
W ife ”  (N . Y. T imes, June 2 ); 
“ F lie r ’s F a ta l Leap La id  to  W ar 
Shock”  (N . Y . W orld -Te legram , 
M ay 31.)

Such reports  o f problem s o f 
veteran pa tien ts arouse l i t t le  in ­
te rest in  Rankin. A ccord ing  to 
PM rep o rte r E lizabeth  Donahue, 
who covered the M ay 29 hearing  o f 
the House Veterans Com m ittee 
“ on ly  once did R ankin show con­
cern fo r  the conditions in  the 
hospita ls.

“  ‘A re  the Negroes separated 
fro m  the w h ites a t the H u n tin g - 
ton, W est Va. h o sp ita l? ’ R ankin 
inquired.

“ Rep. Cunningham  rep lied  in  
the a ffirm a tive ,

“  ‘ In  m y op in ion,’ R ankin ob­
served, ‘th a t ’s much more im por- 
an t than separa ting  W orld  W ar 
I  veterans fro m  W o rld  W a r I I  
veterans in  these hosp ita ls ’

Youngstown Steel 
Workers Protest
Changed Schedule

YOUNGSTOWN, June 1. — 
At a stormy meeting following 
yesterday’s work stoppage, over 
400 steel workers at the Youngs­
town Sheet and Tube Com­
pany’s Brier H ill plant defied 
all efforts to send them back 
to their jobs.

The w orkers are members o f 
Local 1462, U n ited  Steel W o rk ­
ers, CIO. T h e ir stoppage was 
provoked by the com pany’s a r ­
b itra ry  change in  w o rk  schedules, 
designed to  cut the force o f 
m aintenance men on the bloom ­
in g  m ill fro m  40 to  33, w ith o u t 
reducing the w o rk  load. The 
company, i f  successful, would o f 
course use th is  as a precedent to 
lay  o f f  w orkers in a ll depa rt­
ments.

M E N  S T A N D  F IR M
A t the m eeting on Thursday 

the w orkers were given a ba r­
rage o f “ back to  w o rk ”  demands 
fro m  the W ar Labor Board, In ­
te rna tiona l President P h ilip  M u r­
ray, some o f the local union o f­
fic ia ls, and an a rm y  officer. N o t 
one ran k  and file  m ember spoke 
in fa v o r o f re tu rn in g  to work.

When the m eeting opened, 
M u rra y ’s te legram  was read to 
a s ilen t, ang ry  audience. D is ­
t r ic t  D ire c to r James Quinn, 
echoing M u rra y ’s demand, was 
booed by several o f the workers. 
L t. Col. James Perley, rep re ­
sen ting  the a rm y, was p o lite ly  
received bu t his advice was ig ­
nored. W hen he stated th a t the 
a rm y  was not in terested in  the 
m erits  o f the  case bu t on ly  in 
production, the re  was a m urm u r 
o f pro test. W orkers  r ig h t ly  ask­
ed w hy he did no t ge t rough w ith  
the company whose a rb itra ry  
change o f schedule had caused 
the stoppage, instead o f harangu­
ing  the union.

Sam Evans, cha irm an o f  the 
General Grievance Com m ittee, 
explained the background o f the 
w a lkou t. He to ld  o f the com 
pany’s re fusa l to  a rb itra te  the 
r.ew schedule before posting  i t ;  
he described the w ay grievances 
have piled up in  the  past yea r; 
he compared the s lave -d riv ing  
company bosses to  H it le r ’s Ges­
tapo, adding th a t they, too, would 
iike  to  p u t the w orkers in to  con­
cen tra tion  camps. The com pany’s 
action in posting  the jo b -cu ttin g  
schedule w ith o u t notice was only 
the la s t blow  th a t b rough t to  a 
head the w o rke rs ’ long-pen t-up 
resentm ent, Evans declared.

S T R IK E R S  A N D  V E T E R A N S
W ill ia m  W alsh, shop steward 

fo r  the 40 maintenance men, to ld  
the w orkers th a t Bethlehem 
steel had already made s im ila r 
a ttem pts  to  increase w o rk  loads, 
and had been answered by s trike  
action. R ep ly ing  to  L t .  Col. Per- 
le y ’s assertion th a t veterans 
would tu rn  aga inst a s tr ik in g  
union, W alsh pointed ,out th a t 
veterans would ha rd ly  be pleased 
to find th e ir  own jobs wiped ou t 
by  the company. He said th a t 
the maintenance men w ould fig h t 
to hold th e ir  jobs, and he scored 
D is tr ic t D irec to r Quinn who had 
done no th ing  to  he lp them  fo r  
over a week.

“ We w ant to  w o rk ,”  said one 
local member, “ b u t on ly  under 
the old con tract. The conditions 
the y ’re t ry in g  to  impose on us are 
worse than we had under a com 
pany un io n !”

The U n ited  Steel W orkers  of 
M ahon ing V a lle y  (C IO ) have 
called a mass m eeting fo r  Sun 
clay, June 3 to  hear the  issues 
in  the  B rie r H i l l  stoppage, un­
derstand ing th a t the f ig h t o f one 
local is the f ig h t o f a ll steel 
workers. O nly th e ir  un ited 
s treng th  w i l l  enable them  to 
combat the steel barons.

Black M arket Prices 
“ H old  V ery  F irm ”

A report on the meat and 
pou ltry  situation in the New 
York C ity area by the Federal- 
State M arket News Service, 
issued jo in tly  by the W ar 
Food Adm inistration, the New 
York State Department of 
Markets and the New York 
C ity  Department o f Markets, 
on May 19 declared:

“ No fre ig h t receipts ava il­
able and the market held nom­
ina lly  VERY FIR M  A T  P R I­
CES FAR IN  EXCESS OF 
R E T A IL  C EILIN G S.”

Fascism and Big Business
By D A N IE L  GUERIN

An analysis of Fascism — its  strategy and development —• 
essential to an understanding of Ita ly  today.

336 Pages L is t price $1.00
Special sale price .75

Order from

P I O N E E R  P U B L I S H E R S  
116 University Place New Y o rk  3 , N . Y .

T R A D E  
UNION NOTES

By Joseph K e lle r

Real Score On Stalinists |
A pp ra is ing  the significance o f 

the ‘ le f t ’ s h if t  in  po licy which the 
S ta lin is ts  appear to  be prepa r- 
ing, the June 2 issue o f Business 
Week, a lead ing b ig  business 
weekly, adm its the an ti- la b o r role 
o f bhe S ta lin is ts  and th e ir  union 
stooges d u rin g  the w ar. Business 
Week has the fun c tion  o f te llin g  
the rea l score to  the employers.

A  S ta lin is t change o f line  from  
open support o f Am erican cap i­
ta lism  to more “ m il ita n t”  phrase­
m ongering  “ won’t  come any too 
soon to pro tect the position”  o f 
the S ta lin is ts  in  the  unions, says 
Business Week. The S ta lin is ts  
“ have outdone a ll o ther factions 
in Am erican labor in  m aking pa­
tr io t ic  appeals fo r  m ore produc­
tion, labor-m anagem ent coopera­
tion , ig n o rin g  o f grievances, and 
observation o f the no -s trike  
pledge.”  As long as the workers 
were passive, o r g re a tly  in f lu ­
enced by w ar propaganda, “ th is  
line  paid good dividends.”

Now , however, “ the tem per o f 
organized labo r is chang ing.”  
F o r exam ple, Business Week 
po in ts out, “ local elections held 
in  C .I.O .’s U n ited  A u to  W orkers 
have shown Com m unist (S ta lin - 
is t)-baeked slates los ing  heavily. 
These losses are ascribed to  the 
Communist-sponsored candidates’ 
continued adherence to  th e ir  
p la tfo rm  o f em ployer cooperation 
and re ten tion  o f the no -strike  
pledge. *' T hroughou t the labo r 
movement the same th in g  is oc­
c u rr in g  w ide ly , and Com m unist 
in fluence is th reatened.”

A  “ le f t ”  s h ift, says Business 
Week, “ would be a d irec t resu lt 
o f Russia’s chang ing re la tions 
w ith  the U . S.”  and no t any new 
concern fo r  the w o rk in g  class. 
B u t the S ta lin is ts  in  the unions 
are becoming so despised and 
discred ited th a t they would “ p ro ­
f it  by be ing bidden to  g ive lead­
ersh ip to, instead o f fru s tra t in g , 
the new m ilitance  o f A m erican 
w orkers .”

W hatever s h ift  the S ta lin is ts  
make, however, we can be sure 
(hey w ill func tion  not as genuine 
revo lu tion is ts , but as fo re ign  
agents o f the K rem lin  bureau­
cracy. A n y  “ m ilita n c y ”  they 
m ay assume w il l  be fo r  the p u r­
pose o f snatch ing the leadership 
o f the w orkers ’ s trugg les p rec i­
sely in  oi;der to fru s tra te  and 
behead them.

*  *  *

Just A “ M istake” !
B y a 5-4 decision, the U . S. 

Supreme C ourt on M ay 29 once 
more dem onstrated the k in d  o f 
“ ju s tice ”  the c a p ita lis t courts 
reserve fo r  the workers.

T h a t august body upheld a 
previous U . S. C irc u it C ourt r u l­
ing  w h ich denied th a t the N L R B  
could re c t ify  a “ m istake”  in com­
pu tin g  an aw ard o f back pay to 
209 lead and zinc m iners o f the 
E ag le-P icher M in in g  &  S m elting  
Co. and the Eag le -P icher Lead 
Co.

The N L R B , by us ing a w rong

I fo rm u la , chiseled these m iners 
I out o f over th ree -quarte rs  o f a 

m illio n  do lla rs  in  back pay to 
w h ich they were en titled . A  dis­
sen ting  m in o r ity  o f the  Supreme 
C ourt adm itted  th a t these w o rk ­
ers should not be made to  s u ffe r  
because o f  a “ m is take”  o f a gov­
ernm ent agency. “ A p p rox im a te ly  
S800,000 is due these 209 em­
ployes instead o f $5,400,”  a d m it­
ted d issenting Justice M urphy.

But the court m a jo r ity  used 
expert legal h a ir -s p lit t in g  to ru le  
th a t an N L R B  decision is “ fina l.”  
O f course, th is  cou rt o f corpora­
tion  law yers wasn’ t  th in k in g  o f 
saving the dough o f the com­
panies involved.— Oh no, they 
were ju s t do ing (he ir du ty  in  up­
ho ld ing the law  —  cap ita lis t la w !

*  *  *

“ Muzzle N ot the Ox. . .”
“ M uzzle no t the ox th a t tread - 

eth ou t the corn ”  is a B ib lica l in ­
ju n c tio n  close to  the  hearts o f 
the well-lheeled c ra f t  union m og­
uls do m in a ting  the A F L  Execu­
tiv e  Council. I t ’s a ra re  top  
A F L  o ffic ia l whose sa la ry  and 
expense accounts don’t  ru n  in to  
five figures annually.

So i t ’s understandable how 
they would react to  the piteous 
plea o f the  Congressmen to  ge t 
th e ir  annual $10,000 salaries 
raised by a tax-exem pt “ expense 
account”  o f  $2500. Jus t before 
ad jou rn ing  th e ir  recent S pring  
session, reports  the  A F L  W eekly 
News Service, M ay 15, the A F L  
council “ w ent on record unan im ­
ously in  fa v o r o f increased com­
pensation fo r  members o f Con­
gress.”

“ The council, w h ich p rev ious ly  
had urged Congress to  approve 
le g is la tio n  increasing the  basic 
pay o f classified governm ent em­
ployes, fe lt  th a t Congressmen 
also deserve re lie f  fro m  increas­
ed liv in g  costs,”  says the  W eekly 
News Service.

The Congressmen, o f course, 
d idn ’t  need th is  support. They 
would have voted themselves a 
25*70 increase in  “ take home”  pay 
anyway. B ut i t  m ust have made 
them fee l good to know th a t the 
“ labor statesm en”  who find  i t  
such tough go ing even though 
they are in the upper brackets, 
can appreciate the p lig h t o f 
those forced to  ex is t on “ on ly ”  
$10,000 a year.

T h is  ju s t goes to show how  fa r  
the A F L  bureaucrats are removed 
fro m  the conditions o f l i fe  o f the 
w orkers, and how close they are 
in sym pathies and ou tiook to  the 
agents and beneficiaries o f the 
c a p ita lis t class.

In Detroit, Mich.
You can get 

T H E  M IL IT A N T  

a t the

F A M IL Y  TH EATR E 
NEW SSTAND 

opposite the theatre

FABLES FOR OUR TIME

HOW THE SMALL ANIMALS WON
A lth o u g h  the sm a lle r an im als were the  g re a t m a jo r ity  

o f the popu lation, they were led a lte rn a te ly  by tw o  p o lit ic a l 
pa rties : one, the  p a rty  o f the  bears; the other, the p a r ty  o f 
the m ountain lions.

The slogan advanced by the p a r ty  o f the bears was: 
“ H ig h  t a r i f f  to  assure p ro spe rity , fu l l  em ploym ent, and honest 
governm ent.”

The m ounta in  lions, on the o ther hand, advanced the slo­
gan o f “ Low  t a r i f f  to  assure p rospe rity , f u l l  em ploym ent, 
and honest governm ent.”

B u t when the sm alle r an im als voted the bears in to  power 
there  was a g re a t depression, and m any o f them  starved to  
death.

A nd  when the y  g rew  disgusted w ith  the  bears and voted 
the  m ounta in  lions in to  power, the re  was a g re a t w a r, and 
m any o f them  were k illed .

So f in a lly  the fo x  said to  the re s t o f the sm alle r an im a ls: 
“ T h is  is  s illy . Both bears and m ounta in  lions are la rge , greedy, 
p reda to ry  beasts, and ne ithe r o f them  mean us any good. 
W hy should we support e ithe r o f them , when ne ithe r rep re ­
sents us ?

Then a ll the sm a lle r an im als un ited  under th e ir  own 
p rog ram  and drove the bears and m ounta in  lions ou t o f the  
land, and there  was peace and p le n ty  fo r  a ll.

M o ra l: LA B O R  N E E D S  IT S  O W N  P A R T Y  TO F IG H T  
FO R ITS  N E E D S .
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M ilitan t Union Man Jailed Under Anti-Labor Law
(Continued from  page 1) to to

th is  f ir s t  tes t case. A  “ l ig h t ”  
sentence— th ro w in g  a w o rke r in to  
ja i l  u n ju s tly  fo r  s ix  m onths and 
dep riv ing  his fa m ily  o f his sup­
p o rt— they figured would no t be 
a p t to  arouse “ too m uch”  pro test.

Patterson was qu ick ly  r a i l­
roaded to prison la s t week on the 
technica l charge o f v io la tin g  his 
proba tion , a f te r  the o r ig in a l con­
v ic tio n  and suspended sentence 
imposed on him  and 26 o ther 
un ion m iners o f th is  area in  the 
A u g u s t 1943’ t r ia l  fo r  alleged 
v io la tio n  o f the S m ith-C onnally  
A c t. They had pa rtic ipa ted  in  the 
general m ine s tr ik e  o f tha t 
sum m er which was used as the 
p re te x t fo r  pushing th rough  the 
a n ti-s tr ik e  law. On the advice of 
th e ir  lega l counsel, they had been 
persuaded not to contest the 
charge. The governm ent secured 
a conviction and, above a ll, a 
precedent.

Then the governm ent and steel 
and m ine bosses la y  in w a it fo r  
th e ir  f irs t  v ic tim . They found him 
in  W illia m  Patterson, who had 
continued to act as an elected 
m ine com m itteem an and to  defend 
the in te rests o f h is b ro th e r un ion­
is ts  despite the suspended sen­
tence hang ing  over his head.

M IN E  W A L K O U T
L a s t F eb rua ry  12 and 13 there 

was a w a lkou t a t Vesta No. 4.
I  have the d irec t testim ony o f 
scores o f un ion men th a t P a t­
terson had no d irec t o r  personal 
re sp on s ib ility  fo r  the s tr ike . I 
was in fo rm ed th a t on la s t S a tu r­
day over 600 o f Patterson ’s fe llow  
■workers had signed a pe tition  
s ta t in g  they  were prepared to 
swear and te s t ify  th a t Patterson 
could in  no w ay have been 
responsible fo r  the February  
w a lkou t.

Subsequently, however, the D is­
t r ic t  5 U M W  offic ia ls , fo r  rea­
sons o f th e ir  ov/n about w h ich the 
local ra n k  and file are very  angry , 
in fo rm ed Patterson th a t he had 
been suspended fro m  his m ine 
com m ittee post. Loal 2399 refused 
to  accept P atterson ’s res ignation  
under pressure and the subsequent 
suspension. They fe lt  so keenly 
about the  in ju s tice  o f th is  act 
aga ins t P atterson th a t on M ay 14 
the y  w en t on s tr ik e  fo r  seven 
days in pro test.

B u t th is  was the p re te x t the 
governm ent had been seeking. 
The w orkers yesterday in fo rm ed 
me th a t F B I agents had been in 
the area since the w a lkou t in 
A p r i l in  the fig h t fo r  the new so ft 
coal contract. M embers o f Local 
2399 were questioned and asked 
to  ' g ive “ evidence”  aga inst P a t­
terson. H is proba tion  officer, 
George O’B rien , had even ap­
proached some o f the o th e r w o rk ­
ers who had been convicted in 
A u g u s t 1943 and tr ie d  to  pressure 
them  in to  “ ta lk in g ”  against 
Patterson. A ll the evidence points 
to  a de liberate p lo t to “ g e t”  
Patterson.

P A T TE R S O N  A R R E S TE D
W ith o u t any p r io r  w arn ing , on 

M ay 21, a federa l m arshal w a lk ­
ed in to  B il l  P atte rson ’s home in 
D a isytow n, a few  m iles from  
R icheyv ille , and arrested h im  on 
the  charge o f P robation  O ffice r 
O ’B rien  th a t he had “ v io la ted”  
h is  proba tion  because o f the 
F eb ru a ry  and M ay strikes. The 
on ly  “ c rim e”  he com m itted was 
s;m p ly  n o t to be a ra t  and a scab 
when the re s t o f the  men walked 
out. He was whisked away to  the 
A lleg han y  C ounty J a il here in  
P ittsb u rg h  and held under a 
$2,000 bond.

F o r  th ree  days, his union 
b ro thers  worked desperately to 
ra ise bond to release him . Those 
who owned l i t t le  homes weiv 
ready and w ill in g  to p u t them  up 
as bond. B u t the cou rt refused to 
accept p ro pe rty  m ortgaged or 
owned jo in t ly  in the name o f hus­
band and w ife . E ve ry  bonding 
company they approached turned 
them  down. F in a lly , fro m  one 
source and another they scraped 
toge the r the— fo r  them — enorm ­
ous sum o f $1,000 cash, w h ich the 
judge  accepted as tem po ra ry  
bond.

On F rid a y , June. 1, Patterson 
was b ro ug h t fo r  hearing  before 
Federa l Judge F. P. Schoon- 
m aker here. F rom  a ll firs t-hand 
accounts o f the proceedings th a t 
1 gathered fro m  the w orkers who 
had gone to the hearing  as w it ­
nesses on Patterson ’s beha lf— 
a lthough they were never per­
m itte d  to te s t ify — it  was a ju ­
d ic ia l farce. As one w o rke r pu t 
i t ,  “ T h a t judge had his m ind 
a ll made up in  advance. B il l 
never had a chance.”

“ NO B E A R IN G ”
There were 24 union men who 

gave up a day’s pay and tra v e ll­
ed a t th e ir  own expenses to  P it ts ­
bu rgh  in  an e f fo r t  to b r in g  the 
t ru th  in to  the federa l court. They 
were forced to  s it in  angry  s ilen­
ce w h ile  thé judge, prosecuting 
a tto rn e y  and probation o ffice r 
w en t th rou gh  the lega l h a ir­
s p lit t in g  necessary to  rush P a t­
terson o f f  to  ja il “ s tr ic t ly  ac­
cord ing  to  the law .”

The probation o ffice r claimed 
th a t the mere fa c t th a t P a tte r­
son had acted as m ine com m it­
teeman w h ile  he was on proba-

tion  was “ evidence”  th a t he had 
“ v io la ted”  his proba tion. W he­
th e r o r no t Patterson had any 
d irec t resp on s ib ility  f o r  t h e  
strikes, the judge ruled, had “ no 
bearing”  on the case. The fa c t 
th a t he had no t scabbed, th a t he 
had stayed aw ay fro m  w ork, 
meant he was “ g u ilty . ”  O f 
course, the judge stuck to  the 
techn ica lity  th a t th is  was a case 
o f p roba tion  “ v io la tio n ,”  in  o r­
der to avoid a hearing  on the 
tea l issue— the o rig in a l fram e- 
up under the unconstitu tiona l 
S m ith-C onna lly  a n ti- la b o r law.

W hen Premo Columbus, a fo r ­
mer ass is tant U. S. a tto rney  
and P a tte rson ’s defense counsel, 
pleaded w ith  the judge to  pe rm it 
the testim ony o f the  24 witnesses 
on P atterson ’s behalf, the judge 
ju s t brushed the plea aside.

P atterson sought to  defend 
h im se lf and showed th a t i t  was 
impossible, even i f  he had been 
w ill in g  to do so, to go to w o rk  
d u rin g  a m ine shutdown. One 
local union o ffice r explained tha t, 
“ he to ld  how he couldn’t  go to  
w o rk , even i f  he wanted to. There 
was no coal-loader, no m otorm an, 
no brakemen, no sho t-fe r, no cu t­
te r.

“ B u t the  w a y  they p u t i t  in  
court, even i f  the men w ent on 
s tr ike , B il l had to  w o rk  o r go 
to  ja il.  They said he had to be 
a scab. He was in a he ll o f 
a spot. They had h im  com ing 
and go ing. He couldn’ t  s tay  out 
when there was a s tr ik e  o r he 
would be sent to  the ju g . B u t he 
couldn’t  w o rk  even i f  he wanted 
to, so they knew they had h im .”

D E N IE D  C IG A R E T TE S
As one fina l d ir ty  piece o f re ­

p risa l, the men to ld  me, they 
vou ldn ’t  e v e n  le t his fellow- 
workers s lip  h im  some c igare ttes 
before they  rushed h im  o f f  to 
ja i l  a f te r  the judge fin a lly  end­
ed the farce and ordered his p ro ­
bation revoked. He was shipped 
alm ost im m edia te ly  to the U n ion- 
tow n prison, some 65 m iles south 
o f here, where he w il l  serve his 
sentence.

The union local and P a tte rson ’s

union bro thers are do ing a ll in 
th e ir  power to  aid h im  and his 
fa m ily , his w ife  Ruby, a 15-year 
old son and a 20-year old daugh­
ter. Yesterday the local meet­
in g  decided unan im ously to  con­
tinue the f ig h t fo r  B il l P atte rson ’s 
lelease and voted a special as­
sessment to  provide his fa m ily  
w ith  the f u l l  am ount each month 
he would have earned on the job, 
so his dependents w i l l  no t want.

B u t the ob liga tion  to  defend 
B il l Patterson and to  see to  i t  
th a t the re  are no more v ic tim s 
o f the S m ith-C onna lly  s lave-labor 
b ill m ust no t res t alone on the 
shoulders o f the fine, lo ya l mem­
bers o f Local 2399. Patterson 
is “ ta k in g  the ra p ”  fo r  every 
m il ita n t  un ion man in  th is  coun­
try .

F rom  a ll the fac ts  I  have 
gathered on the scene here, I 
do no t hesitate to state th a t th is  
case s tinks to  h igh  heaven from  
s ta r t  to  fin ish. F a r more than 
local forces have conspired in  P a t­
terson’s persecution and im p r i­
sonment. I t  represents a con­
sp iracy on the p a rt o f the most 
pow erfu l federa l agencies back­
ed by the greatest an ti- la b o r cor­
porations in  the land.

LA B O R  M U S T PRO TEST
O nly a storm  o f un ited labor 

p ro tes t w i l l  te a r the ve il fro m  
th is  ro tten  conspiracy and open 
the prison doors fo r  B il l P a tte r­
son. E ve ry  labor o rgan iza tion  in 
the coun try  should adopt resolu­
tions o f p ro test to  the federa l 
governm ent and send th e ir  im ­
mediate expressions o f support 
to Local 2399, U n ited  M ine W o rk ­
ers, a t R icheyville , Pa.

E lem en ta ry  labo r s o lid a rity  fo r  
a v ic tim ized  union man demands 
such action. B u t even more, the 
e lem entary defense o f the en tire  
labor movem ent requires it .  F o r 
i f  one m ilita n t m iner can be per­
secuted and im prisoned under 
I he v ile  a n ti-s tr ik e  law  w ith o u t 
thunderous p ro tes t fro m  a 1 1 
labo r— w hat w orker, w h a t loya l 
union man f ig h tin g  fo r  la bo r’s 
r ig h ts , can say today th a t he 
w on’t  be next ?

Coal Miners Blaze Trail For 
Entire Labor Movement

The coni miners blazed the tra il for the entire labor move­
ment when, in defiance of the no-strike pledge, they launched 
their m ilitant struggle for higher wages to meet the rising cost 
of living. In the spring o f 1943 the mine owners refused to grant 
the slightest concession to their employes. John L. Lewis, presi­
dent of the United Mine Workers, answered them as follows:

“ M ine w orkers  are hu n g ry .' 
They are ask ing  fo r  food, and 
i f  they don’t  get it ,  and i f  th e ir  
con tract runs out, i t  is a safe 
assum ption th a t the m ine w o rk ­
ers, in  the absence o f a con tract, 
w il l no t trespass upon you r 
p ro p e rty  the f ir s t  o r second o f 
A p r i l th is  yea r.”

P rinc ipa l demands o f the m iners 
were a $2 per day increase and 
a m in im um  d a ily  wage o f $8. 
These demands were modest 
enough. L iv in g  costs in the mine 
d is tr ic ts , according to a U M W  
survey, had gone up as much as 
124.6 percent since 1939. The 
owners, ra k in g  in  lush w a r p ro fits  
under cost-plus governm ent g u a r­
antees, were speeding up produc­
tion  in u t te r  d is regard  o f the 
sa fe ty  o f the  m iners. Lew is 
declared th a t 64,000 men had been 
k illed  and in ju re d  in the  mines 
in  1941, 75,000 in 1942, and he 
placed estim ates fo r  1943 a t 
100,000.

The s tra teg y  o f the m ine ow n­
ers was to  s it  t ig h t  and w a it fo r  
th e ir  governm ent representatives 
to crack down on the m iners. 
Roosevelt launched the a ttack. He 
ordered the m iners to  observe the 
no -s trike  pledge and re fe r then- 
wage demands to  the W a r Labor 
Board. He fo llow ed th is  up w ith  
an order to  the operators to  
extend the un ion contracts fo r  
30 days.

SUPPO RT FOR M IN E R S
The overw helm ing m a jo r ity  o f 

the ranks o f labor supported the 
m iners in  th e ir  s trugg le . B u t a 
few  fake rs  and Roosevelt-sup­
porte rs jo ined the governm ent 
and opera tors in a tta ck in g  the 
m iners. Am ong them , the  S ta lin ­
is ts  were the m ost vociferous. 
The D a ily  W orker declared: “ The 
Lew is line  is d is rup tion  o f the 
w a r e f fo r t  and provocation th a t 
could on ly re su lt in  irreparab le  
harm  to  labor. . . He w ants to 
th ro w  the country in to  a home- 
f ro n t w a r against the President, 
r o t  aga inst H it le r . ”

up w ith  an assault th a t has few  
pa ra lle ls  in  viciousness. Roosevelt 
then ordered Ickes to operate the 
mines under governm ent contro l.

The m ine w orkers  tu rned  the 
edge o f th is  b las t by ca llin g  a 
two-w eek “ truce.”  A t  the end o f 
if  they aga in  found them ­
selves unable to  produce coal 
w ith o u t a contract.

A s Roosevelt tu rned the screws 
t ig h te r, the m iners m et the a ttack  
fle x ib ly  by ca llin g  a second 
“ truce .”  F in a lly  when the opera­
tors, emboldened by the support 
o f the W a r Labo r Board, re ­
jected a compromise proposed by 
Ickes, the m iners walked ou t o f 
the mines.

S M IT H -C O N N A L L Y  AC T
Congress fro th e d  a t the mouth 

ever the boldness o f the m iners 
and opened debate on the reac­
tio n a ry  Sm ith  - Connally slave- 
labor b ill.  W illia m  Green, despite 
his bo o t-lick ing  o f W ashington 
o ffic ia ls , was forced to label th is  
b i l l as “ fasc is t in character.”  
P h ilip  M u rra y  complained to 
Roosevelt th a t i t  “ set aside the 
B ill o f R igh ts  o f the U n ited 
States C o ns titu tio n .”

The W ar Labor Board fo llowed 
up by ru th less ly  re jec tin g  the 
m iners ’ wage demands and called 
on Roosevelt to use “ a ll the 
powers o f the governm ent neces­
sa ry ”  to  p u t in to  e ffe c t its  
decision.

In  the face o f th is  trem endous 
pressure, the m iners were forced 
t  > call another truce. On June 25 
Congress passed the slave-labor 
S m ith-C onna lly  A ct, m aking  i t  a 
crim e to  "coerce, ins tiga te , in ­
duce, conspire w ith  o r encourage 
any person to in te rfe re  by lock­
out, s tr ike , slow down or other 
in te rru p tio n  w ith  the  operations 
o f p lan ts  ‘ in possession o f the 
governm ent.”  Roosevelt th rea ten ­
ed to  d ra ft  a ll s tr ik in g  m iners 
and force  them  to w o rk  under 
m il ita ry  regu la tions.

IN G E N IO U S  TA C T IC S
Roosevelt’s next move against 

the m iners was to tu rn  the case 
over to the W ar Labor Board, 
which announced i t  would apply 
the L it t le  Steel wage - freeze 
fo rm u la  to the m iners ’ wage 
demands.

The m iners answered by s trike  
action. They had a lready w ith ­
drawn th e ir  representative on the 
em ployer-dom inated W a r Labor 
Board.

Roosevelt made a na tion-w ide 
broadcast, a tta ck in g  the m iners, 
t r y in g  to  w h ip  up p a trio tic  
hys te ria  aga inst them . Congress 
and the c a p ita lis t press fo llow ed

The s tr ik e  movement had com ­
p le te ly  paralyzed coal production. 
So aroused were the m iners, th a t 
even a fte r  the passage o f the new 
leg is la tion , tons o f thousands con­
tinued m il ita n t  action. A tto rn e y  
General B iddle, on o rder o f Roose­
ve lt, pu t the courts in to  action, 
in d ic tin g  30 s tr ike rs  as an open­
ing  gun in  his cam paign to 
te rro rize  the m iners.

H ard  experience w ith  the S m ith- 
Connally A c t soon ta u g h t the 
m iners some lessons; they devisexd 
ingenious tactics to  avoid v io la t­
in g  its  v ic ious provisions.

In  October Ickes began re tu rn ­

M iners C asting S trike  Vote

Scene at the P ittsburgh Coal Co. Mine a t L ib ra ry , Pa., as the 
soft coal miners voted 8 to 1 fo r s trike  action, on March 28, 1945.

Imprisoned Miner 
Has Long Record 
Of Union Struggle

(Continued fro m  page 1)

o f conditions was i t  h is d u ty  to 
f ig h t against, I  asked.

“ W e ll, ju s t to g ive  you an idea 
o f the k ind  o f ch ise ling  the com­
pany tr ie s  to  pu t over a 'l thé 
tim e ,”  Panak explained, “ we had 
to  have the scales a t the tip p le  
checked six tim es in the past 
three months. A nd we found 
them  o f f  balance five ou t o f s ix  
tim es. They ’re a lways t r y in g  to  
sho rt-w e igh  us.”

A no the r w o rke r in te rjected, 
“ A nd how about the hard s la te ? ”  
W ha t was th a t, I  asked.

“ The company w on’t  pay us 
fo r  when we have to  w o rk  on 
hard slate where you can’t  get 
the coal out. We have to pay 
fo r  the  powder to  b las t the slate 
where we can’t  ge t any coal ou t.”

“ I f  you w an t to  know  about 
chiseling, like  B il l a lways had to 
f ig h t aga inst,”  another stated, 
“ i t ’s like  the  company p u ttin g  
superv isory m on th ly  sa la ry  men, 
who’re non-union, to do ing the 
jobs th a t ’re under un ion con tract 
—  ta k in g  the w o rk  fro m  the un ­
ion men.”

UNION BROTHERS SOLIDLY 
BEHIND WM. PATTERSON

By A rt Preis
R IC H EYVILLE , Pa., June 3 — Part of the frame-up 

against W illiam  Patterson, union miner from Daisytown and 
first imprisoned victim of the Smith-Connally anti-strike bill, 
was the story spread by the corporation-dominated daily press 
that his union wasn’t in back of him.

T his a fternoon I  attended th e i)-------------------------------------------------------
m eeting o f U n ited  M ine W orkers 
Local 2399 here in R icheyv ille ’s 
recreation ha ll. T h a t’s the local 
to w h ich B il l  P atterson belongs 
and w hich he has served lo y a lly  
fo r  m any years.

M E M B E R S  O U TR A G E D
N o one was m ore in d ig na n t 

and outraged by the press re ­
ports  than B i l l ’s fe llo w  union 
members. The 1400 union men 
who worked along w ith  h im  in  
the Vesta No. 4 m ine a re back 
o f h im  solid— to  a man. T he ir 
actions on his beha lf a t the union 
m eeting were a conclusive and 
in s p ir in g  dem onstra tion o f union 
brotherhood and labo r so lida rity .

W hen I  a rrived  a t the ha ll, 
the m eeting was a lready in  ses­
sion. - I  inqu ired  fo r  one o f the 
officers fro m  the sergeant a t 
arm s. To m y g re a t pleasure; sev­
era l o f the w orkers who came 
ou t to  examine m y credentials 
were men I  had m et d u rin g  the 
J u ly , 1943 s tr ik e  and whose ac­
t iv it ie s  I  had then reported in 
The M ilita n t.  A m ong those who 
remembered me and the support 
The M il ita n t gave them  tw o years 
ago were Steve Panak, president; 
John H a rris , v ice-president; E m il 
M aslow  and a num ber o f others.

They welcomed me w a rm ly  and 
were p a r tic u la r ly  g lad I  had 
come to  them  to  g e t the t ru th  
about the fram e-up  aga inst B il l 
Patterson. They were so eager to 
te ll the fac ts  and so in d ig na n t 
th a t the y  a ll seemed to  ta lk  a t 
once. I  caugh t one sentence th a t 
to ld  w ha t they a ll fe lt .  “ B il l 
P atterson? W hy  th a t ’s the d ir ­
ties t, raw est deal ever pu lled—  
a goddam fram e-up  ju s tr to  make 
him  an exam ple.”

M IL IT A N T  W E LC O M E D
A s they  inv ited  me in to  a ttend 

th e ir  m eeting, a p riv ile ge  no t 
accorded to  reporters o f the cap­
ita l is t  press, they le t me know 
th a t The M il ita n t  is its  own best 
credentia l. One o f the leading 
members stated w ith  genuine en­
thusiasm  as he greeted me, “ Y our 
paper’s a ll r ig h t.  I  read i t  r ig h t  
along. A t  f i r s t  I  tho ugh t you 
were ju s t  com ing ou t s trong  fo r  
labor before the election. B u t now 
I  see y o u r paper comes ou t s trong  

.every week.”
There were a couple o f hun­

dred w orkers  a t the m eeting . As

ing the m ines to  the  coal 
operators. A t  the same tim e  the 
W ar Labor Board re jected the 
con tract reached w ith  the I llin o is  
Coal O perators Association.

The reaction o f the m iners was 
explosive; 530,000 defied the W LB  
order to  s tay  on the  job. Coal 
m in in g  th rou gh ou t the east 
ceased. The fo u rth  w a r - tim e 
general s tr ik e  o f the m iners was 
on! T h e ir ranks were solid 
th roughou t the fields.

On Novem ber 3, 1943, Secretary 
Ickes cap itu la ted , s ign ing  an 
agreem ent to  increase wages 
$1.50 a day. w ith  a da ily  basic 
wage o f $8.50. The long s trugg le  
aga inst so m any odds was over. 
The m iners had breached the 
L it t le  Steel fo rm u la . A ga in s t the 
bosses and a ll th e ir  agents from  
the h ighest governm ent o ffic ia ls  
down to  the low lies t S ta lin is t 
slanderer, the m iners had shown 
the A m erican la b o r movem ent 
th a t the on ly  w ay to w in  an in ­
crease in  wages to  meet the r is in g  
cost o f l iv in g  is by revok ing  the 
no -s trike  pledge and engaging in 
m il ita n t  s trugg le .

I  took m y seat on a bench along 
t lie  w a ll, I  noticed a red and gold 
service f la g  hung behind the 
chairm an. I t  recorded 469 mem­
bers o f Local 2399 in the armed 
forces. N o tic in g  th a t I  was ob­
serv ing the service fla g , a w o rk ­
er next to  me said: “ T h a t’s ou t 
o f date. We now have 550 men 
in  service. W e’re down to  1400 
in  the m ine fro m . 2100.”  T h is  is 
one o f the locals th a t the ye llow  
press has been h o w ling  is 
“ against the in te rests o f the sol­
diers.”

The m ain business o f the meet­
in g  was devoted to the W ill ia m  
P atterson case. A s soon as? the 
m eeting concluded its  p re lim in ­
a ry  business, John H a rr is  took 
the  f lo o r  and gave a f u l l  re p o rt 
on the persecution o f th e ir  union 
bro ther and the action so far- 
taken by the union. T h is  was the 
f i r s t  chance the loca l had to meet 
since P a tte rson ’s h u rried  t r ia l  
and im prisonm ent ju s t tw o  days 
before.

M IN E R S  T E S T IF IE D
E ve ry  man sat s t i l l  and tense 

in  his seat as H a rr is  to ld  in  s im ­
ple words the background o f the 
case and a ll the moves th a t were 
made to  hound B il l  Patterson to  
prison. The silence was so g rea t 
you could a lm ost reach ou t and 
touch it .  You could read on the 
faces o f every one present the 
deep fe e lin g  o f anger and ou t­
rage they fe lt .

H a rr is  to ld  w ith  special in d ig ­
na tion how he and 23 others w ent 
to  P itts b u rg h  to  te s t ify  in  the  
tr ia l.  He to ld  how the judge re ­
fused to  le t them  speak and how 
Patterson was “ ra ilroaded r ig h t  
th rou gh  to  prison.”  He concluded 
w ith  an appeal fo r  every member 
to sign the p e titio n  on w h ich over 
600 names had been secured the 
day before.

“ The w ay th ings  are go ing on 
around here,”  he warned, “ we 
don’t  know  w ho’s go ing  to  be 
n e x t!”  The silence was suddenly 
broken by an explosive shout 
from  a score o f th ro a ts : “ T h a t’s 
r ig h t ! ”

One a fte r  another the w o rk ­
ers took the f lo o r  and to ld  th e ir  
fee lings about the case and w ha t 
they knew o f the de liberate e f­
fo r ts  to  fram e  B il l Patterson.

C A U G H T  E IT H E R  W A Y
“ W e’ve g o t to  do eve ry th in g  

we can to  ge t B il l  ou t,”  stated 
one member. “ I  was a t th a t t r ia l 
— and I ’ve been a t m any a t r ia l  
— b u t I  never saw anybody rush ­
ed th rou gh  lik e  the y  did  to  B il l.  
They never even showed th a t he 
had v io la ted his parole. I f  ever 
a man go t a hooking, i t  was B il l . ”

A no the r declared: “ He was

Then they to ld  me about the 
te r r ib n  accidents th a t are a l­
ways happening in  the mine. 
They to ld  me case a fte r  case o f 
men k illed , maimed, seriously  in ­
ju red , in the past few  months 
alone because the company 
doesn’t  m a in ta in  proper equip­
m ent and sa fe ty  conditions.

One w o rke r was k ille d  la s t 
Good F rid a y . A no the r was k i l l ­
ed by a fa l l  o f rock  on A p r i l 

I £3. H is  b ro th e r had been badly 
I h u r t  a t thè ve ry  same spot on ly 

the week before. A no the r man 
recen tly  had his leg cu t o ff.  He 
was s truck  by a t r ip  o f coal —  
he had no m an-way to  go in to  
cn the haulage road. A no ther 
recen tly  had his a rm  “ cu t clean 
o f f ”  by a fa i l  o f rock. Dozens 
o f others have been in ju re d  — 
too numerous to m ention.

Those are the conditions th a t 
B il l P atterson has fo u g h t against 
fo r  17 years. “ He was a good 
fig h te r fo r  the men —  th a t ’s 
w h y  they made h im  the g o a t!”  
T h a t’s how one w o rke r summed 
i t  up, exp la in ing  w hy B il l  P a t­
terson is s it t in g  in  prison in  Un- 
ion tow n today.

I  asked about B i l l ’s w ife  and 
fa m ily , because I  was unable to 
get over to D a isy tow n to v is it  
his home in  tim e  to ge t a rep o rt 
in  to  The M ilita n t.

“ N a tu ra lly , she’s ve ry  shocked 
and upset by w ha t they p u t onto 
B il l, ”  said one o f  the men w ho’d 
been to see her to  find ou t w hat 
the union could do fo r  her.

“ B i l l ’s w ife , Ruby, is r ig h t  
•w ith  the union. She’s a rea l 
m in e r’s w ife . B rough t up in  a 
m ine r’s fa m ily . She knows whab 
the m iners have to  pu t up w ith . 
W hy I  bet you she’s been pu t 
ou t on the road th ree o r fo u r 
tim es w ith  her fa m ily  back in 
some o f the  s trikes  in  the 
‘tw en ties.”

The m iners here aren ’t  go ing 
to le t B il l  Patterson and his 
“ rea l m in e r’s w ife ”  down. And 
i t ’s up to the rest o f labo r no t 
to le t  them  down e ither.

caught e ithe r way, i f  he w ent 
to  w o rk  o r i f  he d idn ’t  go to  w o rk  
d u rin g  the  s trikes. He was f ra m ­
ed in  advance no m a tte r w h a t 
he did. They ju s t wanted one 
man to be the goat. Then i f  the 
rest don’t  keep in  line, they can 
go a fte r  them .”

B u t the Local 2399 members 
d idn ’t  express th e ir  sentim ents 
in mere words. E ve ry  man fe lt  
his resp on s ib ility  to  B i l l  P a tte r­
son’s fa m ily  to  continue the legal 
f ig h t  on h is behalf. One w o rke r 
declared: “ H e ’s taken the rap 
fo r  you and me. He was on the 
m ine com m ittee and he pu t up a 
f ig h t  fo r  us. W e go t to  ra ise one 
d o lla r apiece fro m  every man in 
the local fo r  a fund to  take care 
o f B i l l ’s fa m ily  and to see th a t 
:hey get the same money com ing 
in  as i f  he were on the jo b .”

T h a t m otion was passed w ith  
a resounding, unanim ous “ A y e !”  
A no the r m otion th a t was also en­
thu s ia s tica lly  endorsed was th a t 
“ each and every pay day the o f­
ficers o f the local sha ll go up to  
the U n ion tow n ja i l  and personally 
g iv e B il l Patterson the m oney to  
send his w ife .”

A s the m aker o f the m otion ex­
p la ined: “ He’s b ig  enough to  take 
the rap fo r  us, and we have to  be 
b ig  enough to  v is it  h im  person­
a lly  every tw o  weeks, and give 
h im  the money personally, and 
le t h im  know  th a t w e’re behind 
h im  and go ing to  do eve ry th ing  
we can fo r  h im  and his fa m ily .”

T h a t’s the k ind  o f union men 
B il l F a tte rson represents. T h a t’s 
the k ind  o f solid, loya l union he 
fo u g h t to bu ild . I t  is fo r  th e ir  
sake, as w e ll as his, th a t A m e r­
ican labor m ust f ig h t  aga inst the 
fram e-up  o f B il l P a tte rson and 
the vicious law  th a t threatens to 
pu t o ther good union men behind 
prison bars.

D ia ry o f a  
STEEL WORKER

.By Theodore Kovalesky.
When we g o t the con tract, the re  was an escape clause in  i t  

th a t said any m ember was en title d  to  leave the un ion w ith in  a 
specified tim e. There had been a lo t  o f g ru m b ling , a good measure 
o f anger aga inst the w ay M u rra y  was hand ling  the  nego tia tions 
fo r  tfte  seventeen cents and a ll the o ther demands. So some o f us 
w ou ldn ’t  have been too surprised i f  a num ber o f the fe llow s  had
q u it the union.

W e w ent around t r y in g  to  s n iff  
ou t news, telling- everybody th a t 
the re  was one m ain  enemy, and 
th a t was the  com pany; and th a t i f  
they q u it the un ion, in  sp ite  o f the 
w ay they fe l t  about M u rra y , they 
would be p la y in g  in to  the com­
pany's hands.

W ell, I  don’t  know  i f  we con­
vinced them . Perhaps they  had 
never intended to  q u it in  the f irs t  
place. A nyw ay, in  the  en tire  local, 
o n ly  tw o  men dropped out. One o f 
them  was Ralph Perkins.

I  hated to  see Ralph q u it  the 
union. You hate to  see anyone 
qu it, b u t when you see somebody
like  Ralph, somebody w ith  a ll k inds o f courage and a fa ir ly  good 
head on h is shoulders do a fo o l th in g  like  th a t, i t  so rt o f gets you.

Good Union M an Goes W rong
Ralph is a p ip e fitte r  in  ou r departm ent. H e’s a long, lean, 

hu ng ry -lo o k in g  m an w ith  a cyn ica l tw is t  to  h is  m outh. D u rin g  the 
o rgan iz ing  drive , he was one o f the s trong  union men a f te r  we 
f in a lly  convinced h im  th a t the un ion was w o rth w h ile . I l is  m ain 
troub le  was too much ind iv idua lism .

T im e a f te r  tim e  I  used to  go a fte r  Ralph about us ing the 
grievance procedure. “ H e ll, m an,”  I  used to say, “ W e’ve go t a 
set-up fo r  hand ling  these cases. W hy do you w a n t to  be run n ing  
around t r y in g  to take a sock a t, th e  boss?”

Ralph would look disgusted and m u tte r, “ A w w ,”  and do the 
same th in g  a ll over again the next day. Once he had a scrap w ith  
old N ic k  up on N um ber Three and ju s t w a lked o f f  the job  by 
h im se lf and w en t home. N a tu ra lly  th a t d idn ’t  do h im  any good 
They go t another p ip e fitte r  to  fin ish  the job, and R alph lo s t a h a lf  
day’s pay. Besides th a t, the  a rgum ent ( I  fo rg e t w ha t i t  was now'» 
was never settled, and i t  m ay come up again any tim e  Ralph a rd  
N ick  come toge the r in  the departm ent.

“ W ihat’s the use,”  he’d say concern ing the union. “ You cnn’1 
get these guys to  s tick  toge ther. W h a t’s the un ion go t fo r  us in 
the la s t fo u r  o r five  years? N o th in g !”

So Ralph decided to  q u it the union.
I  th in k  he’l l  see now w hethe r the union helped h im  o r not. 

N e x t tim e  he s ta rts  th rea ten ing  a forem an d u rin g  an a rgum ent he 
w on ’t  be weai’in g  a un ion bu tton . N e x t tim e  he w a lks o f f  by 
h im s e lf the re  w on’t  be anyone to  back h im  up. H e ’s go ing to  under­
stand w h a t i t  means to be the lone w o lf  he says he is.

No One Gan Be N eutral
B u t th e re ’s another po in t, and i t ’s one th a t I  know  Ralph doesn’t  

understand.
Ralph, the man who wasn’t  a fra id  o f the boss o r anyone else, 

has “ gone com pany.”  He has taken  h is  place w ith  the thugs and 
scabs, w ith  the labo r-ha te r. I  guess he doesn’t  see th a t he can’t  be 
ne u tra l, th a t the re ’s an organized s trugg le  go ing  on between the 
w orkers and the bosses, and th a t any action such as his aids the 
enemies o f the w orkers.

I  guess he never figu red th a t when he le f t  the  un ion, he was 
go ing over to the  g ia n t co rpora tion  th a t makes its  p ro fits  o u t o f 
the s tra in in g  backs and b it te r  sweat o f its  w orkers  ?nd ou t o f the 
pove rty  and in secu rity  o f the w o rkers ’ fam ilies . Ralph ce rta in ly  
never considered the  fa c t  th a t by  leav ing  us he was w a lk in g  in to  
the o th e r camp, go ing over to  the thugs, the scabs, and the c lub­
sw ing ing , te a r g a s -th ro w in g  cops and saying. “ B ro thers , here I  
com e!”

H e ll, no! R a lph never looked a t th a t  angle. W’hen he does, 
he ’l l  jo in  up again, i f  he’s the  m an I  th in k  he is.

RISE IN MINE DEATHS 
DUE TO 0W NERS’  GREED

L a s t year Am erican coal m in ­
ers produced a to ta l o f 684,500,- 
fCO tons o f an th rac ite  and b itu m ­
inous coal. T h is  was an increase 
c f  31,000,000 tons over 1943 and 
more than the combined produc­
tion  o f the re s t o f the w orld .

B u t sa fe ty  measures to  p ro tect 
the lives o f these g re a t produc­
ers o f . w ea lth  s t i l l  rem ain “ the 
m ost backward in the w orld , not 
even excepting China,”  as T hom ­
as A. Kennedy, secre ta ry-treas­
u re r o f the U n ited  M ine  W o rk ­
ers o f Am erica  stated la s t year.

Since 1940, the m ine owners in  
rhe ir mad scramble fo r .  w a r p ro­
fits , have speeded up operations 
and neglected even the fo rm e r 
inadequate sa fe ty  precautions, 
resu ltin g  in  the sharpest rise  o f 
mine casualties in  tw o  decades. 
E ve ry  year hundreds are k ille d  
end tens o f thousands in ju red , 
some o f them  perm anently. W ith  
figures fo r  1943 and 1944 incom ­
plete, the  te rr ib le  to ll m ounts:

Dead In ju red

1940 1,308 59,781
1941 1,266 63,465
1942 1,482 72,000
1943 l,470 (incom p le te )—
1944 l,306(ir.com ple te ) —

LA W S  D IS R E G A R D E D
Unsafe w o rk in g  conditions, 

sub-standard equipm ent, pe rfunc­
to ry  inspection o r none a t a ll, 
and the te r r if ic  speed-up —  a ll 
due to the greedy drive  fo r  more 
p ro fits  by the m ine owners —  arc 
responsible fo r  the deaths and in - 
iuries. Federal and state safe ty 
laws are c y n ic a ly  disregarded 
by the m ine owners.

Some o f the mines are inade­
quately ven tila ted  and men are 
suffocated by the poisonous 
fum es which arise a fte r  an ex­
plosion. Rock-dusting to p re­
vent and con tro l explosions is 
inadequate and h it-o r-m iss , and

m iners are b low n to  b its . F a u lty  
e lec trica l equipm ent, substand­
ard  and non-perm issib le , is used 
w ith  fa ta l consequences. Men 
are overcome by gas fum es be­
cause o f the lack o f a gas detec- 
t  o r. Inexcusable negligence 
caused deaths th rough  the fa lls  
c f  ro o f and coal, breakdown o f 
sha fts  and m achinery. H ig h  on 
the lis t  o f deaths are those caus­
ed by haulage.

C h ie f un de rly in g  fa c to r is the 
speed-up w hich reaps p ro fits  fo r  
the m ine owners bu t dea’s death 
and d isaster to the m iners. Three 
s h if t  operations, lengthened w ork  
day and w o rk  week, m u lt ip ly  a ll 
the hazards, and no tim e is a v a il­
able fo r  p roper inspection, re ­
p a ir in g  and in s ta lla tio n  o f sa fe ty  
equipm ent. The m iners ’ energy 
is burned up, nervous reactions 
become less keen, they cannot 
keep th e ir  sa fe ty  measures 
abreast o f operations.

One p rom inen t opera to r boast­
ed th a t the th ird  s h ift  and 
speed-up was “ where we’l l  get 
the la s t squeal out o f our inves t­
m ent.”  F o r hundreds o f m iners 
every yea r th is  means the las t 
squeal, too.

Buy T H E  M IL IT A N T  and 
FOURTH IN T E R N A T IO N A L 

in

NEWARK
at the

Progressive W orkers  
School

423 Springfield Avenue 
Open D aily:

10:30 A. M. - 5:30 P. M. 
7:30 - 10:30 P. M.
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Stalinists O ffic ia lly  Adopt New Policy
(Continued fro m  page 1)

in g  class. Thus the second para­
g raph  o f the reso lu tion com plains 
co rre c tly  th a t “ the economic and 
social roo ts o f fascism  in  Europe 
have no t ye t been destroyed.”

B u t the reso lu tion  avoids say­
in g  w ha t steps m ust be taken to 
destroy the roots o f fascism . The 
roo ts  o f fascism  are in  ca p ita l­
ism  its e lf,  «o th a t to  destroy 
fascism  one m ust destroy cap ita l­
ism . B u t S ta lin  and his hench­
men abroad w a n t to  preserve 
cap ita lism . S ta iin  fears the so­
c ia lis t revo lu tion  ju s t as the ca­
p ita lis ts  do. T h a t is w h y  the 
decayed ca p ita lis t system is being 
propped up th rou gh ou t Europe 
by S ta lin  and his allies.

The reso lu tion ’s em pty gener­
a lit ie s  about destroy ing  the roots 
o f fascism  are re a lly  designed 
to  provide rad ica l w indow-dress­
in g  fo r  S ta lin ’s oppressive po licy  
in  Germ any, w h ich the  reso lu­
t io n  fo rm u la tes  as fo llo w s : “ M ake 
Germ any pay fu l l  repara tions in  
labo r and in  k in d  fo r  the recon­
s tru c tio n  o f Europe.”

A N T I-L A B O R  P O LIC Y
W hatever happens meanwhile 

over the  German question, the 
reso lu tion  makes clear th a t the 
CPA w i l l  continue class peace 
w ith  A m erican cap ita lism  fo r  
the  du ra tion  o f the w a r against 
Japan. I t  supports th is  w a r and 
w i l l  continue its  a n ti-s tr ik e  p o li­
cy w h ile  avo id ing  its  previous 
crass fo rm u la  o f “ na tiona l u n ity ”  
o f cap ita l and labor. The CPA 
reso lu tion  a ffirm s  exactly  the 
same po licy  by ca llin g  fo r  
“ th *  dem ocratic u n ity  o f the 
n a tion ”  and cooperation “ w ith  
the  p a tr io t ic  a n d  d e m o ­
c ra tic  forces fro m  a ll w a lks 
o f life .”  W h a t these “ fo rces”  are 
the  reso lu tion  does no t say, ex ­
cept th a t i t  condemns the “ du 
P ont clique in  the leadership of 
the  N a tion a l Associa tion o f M an­
u fa c tu re rs .”  T h a t leaves quite 
a lo t  o f B ig  Business to  continue 
“ cooperating w ith .”

The reso lu tion  in te rla rd s  th is  
rea l con tinu ing  line  o f class co l­
la bo ra tion  w ith  a series o f p ro ­
mises and ha lf-p rom ises o f a 
change to  m ilita n cy , no t on ly 
a f te r  the w a r b u t also im m edi­
a te ly .

S T IL L  A G A IN S T  S T R IK E S
In  the trade unions, fo r  ex­

am ple, the reso lu tion  no longer 
urges support o f the labor- 
m anagem ent com m ittees o f which 
the S ta lin is ts  h ith e rto  have been 
the w arm est supporters. T h e  
D a ily  W orke r a few  days ago 
carried  the news th a t tw o  S ta lin ­
is t-con tro lled  locals had w ith ­
drawn fro m  a labor-m anagem ent 
com m ittee. W ith o u t d ire c tly  con­
dem ning the L i t t le  Steel fo rm u la , 
the reso lu tion  ca lls  fo r  an im ­
m ediate 20 per cent wage in ­
crease. L ikew ise i t  ca lls fo r  no 
reduction  in  w aekly take-home 
pay whan overtim e is e lim inated , 
etc. A l l  th is  is negated fo r  a ll 
p ra c tica l purposes, however, be­
cause the key weapon w ith  which 
the unions can f ig h t fo r  these 
th in gs  is re jected by the reso lu­
t io n — w a rtim e  strikes.

In  Idle in te rn a tio n a l arena the 
reso lu tion  raises m any rad ica l 
slogans. I t  ca lls fo r  “ a free 
dem ocratic A s ia  w ith  the r ig h t  
o f na tiona l independence fo r  a ll 
colon ia l and dependent peoples.”  
B u t th is  is hypocrisy, fo r  the 
S ta lin is t leaders w e ll know  th a t 
the  T rum an ad m in is tra tio n  is 
openly com m itted to  seizing con­
t ro l o f the colonies i t  is w res ting  
fro m  Japan, to  m a in ta in in g  s tra ­
teg ic  bases in  the P h ilipp ines 
w h ich  w i l l  n u ll i fy  he r fo rm a l 
independence, etc. The f irs t  step 
tow a rd  seriously f ig h tin g  fo r  co­
lo n ia l independence would have 
to  be p o lit ic a l opposition to  the 
im p e ria lis t governm ent. B u t the 
CPA reso lu tion  on the con tra ry , 
eoxnmits i t  to  support o f th a t 
governm ent. The same c ritic ism  
applies to  the reso lu tion ’s call 
to  “ p u t an end to  A n g lo -A m e ri­
can in te rve n tio n  aga ins t the 
peoples such as in  Greece, Bel­
g ium  and I ta ly . ”  I t  is impossible 
to  f ig h t ^g a ins t the basic policies 
o f the governm ent w h ile  one is 
sup po rting  th a t same govern­
ment.

Tha reao lu tion  pretends one can 
do both a t the  same tim e. I t  
trea ts  each objectionable action 
* f  the T rum an  ad m in is tra tio n  
as accidental “ m istakes”  which 
can be corrected by the pressure

o f “ the p a tr io tic  and dem ocra tic^ 
forces fro m  a ll w a lks  o f li fe . ”  
B u t one has on ly  to  l is t  the 
A d m in is tra tio n ’s actions to  w h ich  
the various sections o f the re ­
solution ob ject— the governm ent’s 
po licy  on China, A rgen tina , 
Spain, Greece, B e lg ium , I ta ly ,  
Germ any, the “ m any recent ac­
tions o f the State D e pa rtm en t;”  
the governm ent’s fa ilu re  to  curb 
monopolies and carte ls, etc.— to 
see th a t the alleged “ m istakes”  
add up to  the basic po licy o f  the 
T rum an adm in is tra tion . The re ­
so lu tion ’s pretense th a t these 
“ m istakes”  can be corrected by 
supporting  T rum an  is hopelessly 
illog ica l. W ha t is invo lved, o f 
course, is no t an e r ro r  in logic 
bu t a co ld ly  calcula ted p rogram  o f 
con tinu ing  support o f the govern­
ment w h ile  deceiving the w orkers 
w ith  rad ica l ta lk .

In  add ition  to  rad ica l-sound­
in g  slogans, the reso lu tion crea­
tes the im pression o f an actual 
im m edia te change o f line  by re ­
peating  the  Duclos a r t ic le ’s c r i­
tic ism  o f  B row der’s policies. 
B row der, who n e v e r  in it ia te d  
an y th in g  in  h is life , much less 
in  h is past tw o  decades o f ser­
v ile  obedience to  the K rem lin , 
is being made the scapegoat fo r  
a past po licy  w h ich  essentia lly  
s t i l l  continues.

F o r exam ple the reso lu tion 
(w ith o u t nam ing h im ) accuses 
B row der o f “ tendencies to ob­
scure the class na ture  o f bour 
geois democracy.”  W hat, how­
ever, can more serve to  obscure 
the class na ture  o f bourgeois de 
m ocracy than  the reso lu tion ’s 
support o f  T rum an? A nd its  
fa ilu re  to  s tate th a t his bour­
geois-dem ocratic governm ent is, 
as M a rx  pu t it ,  no th in g  bu t the 
executive com m ittee o f the  ca­
p ita lis t  class?

ON T H E  C O LO NIES
S im ila r ly  the reso lu tion  chides 

B row der’s support o f “ the pos­
s ib il i ty  o f ach ieving the na tiona l 
libe ra tion  o f  the colon ia l and de­
pendent countries th rough  a rra n ­
gements between the g re a t pow 
ers.”  B u t the same resolution 
calls fo r  independence fo r  Puer 
to Rico and A s ia  as p a r t o f a 
p rogram  fo r  the T rum an adm in- 
s tra tio n  o f w h ich  the S ta lin is ts  
are go ing  to  rem a in  lo ya l sup­
porters. In  short, the  reso lu­
t io n  repeats the basic e rro rs  o f 
w h ich i t  pretends to accuse B row ­
der.

Coupled w ith  new slogans and 
c r it ic is m  o f past po licy  is a th ird  
device to  create the im pression 
o f an actua l change in  line : a 
purge o f the leadership. “ We 
m ust re fresh  and s treng then  the 
personnel o f a ll responsible lead 
ing  com m ittees,”  says the reso lu­
tion .

B row der h im se lf— who is lis ted  
as vo tin g  aga inst the reso lu tion, 
the f irs t  tim e  in  m any years 
th a t som eth ing wasn’t  unanimous 
— appears slated fo r  demotion. 
One should no t th in k  fo r  a mo­
m ent th a t B row der is re a lly  re ­
s is tin g  the new s h if t  in  line.- He 
has somersaulted w ith  the g re a t­
est nimbleness each tim e  the line 
has changed. On June 22, 1941 
fo r  example, the “ im p e ria lis t 
w a r”  became a dem ocratic w a r 
fo r  h im  ove rn igh t. P recise ly be­
cause there  is no actua l prosent 
change in  line, however, the 
m aneuver requires scapegoats in 
order to  g ive i t  the semblance 
o f a change.

‘ IN N E R  D E M O C R A C Y ’
“ We m ust establish genuine in ­

ner democracy and se lf-c ritic ism  
th roughou t o u r  o rgan iza tion ,”  
ta ys  the reso lu tion . T h i s  is 
qu ite  an admission about the 
past, b u t scarcely means th a t 
the  to ta lita r ia n  reg im e inside the 
C P A  w i l l  be relaxed.

A  sem i-weekly b u lle tin  is to  
be issued as a supplem ent to  the 
D a ily  W orke r d u rin g  the mem­
bership discussion o f the  reso lu­
tion . We sa fe ly  hazard the p re­
d ic tion  th a t no t a s ing le  con­
tr ib u tio n  in  the b u lle tin  w i l l  go 
beyond the c r it ic is m  contained in  
the Duclos a rtic le  and the re ­
so lu tion. N o one w i l l  be per­
m itted  to  question any p a r t o f 
the basic S ta lin is t line : support 
o f the im p e ria lis ts  in  the  war, 
continued support o f the w a r 
aga inst Japan, p a rtic ip a tio n  o f 
the S ta lin is ts  in  c a p ita lis t gov­
ernm ents, the use o f slave labor, 
etc. F rom  beg inn ing to  end, the 
whole business is a masquerade 
in  which no honest w o rke r’s voice 
w i l l  be g iven a hearing.

W hy Millions of Women Workers 
Don’t Have 'That American Look'

By Grace Carlson
"W hat Is The American 

Look?”  In a recent issue of 
Life magazine, this question 
appears as the title of an article 
in which Dorothy Shaver, first 
vice-president of the exclusive 
New York department store, 
Lord & Taylor, tries to analyze 
the basic characteristics of 
American women. Illustrations 
of well-groomed, expensively- 
dressed girls are spread lavish­
ly  through the pages of the ar­
ticle.

The whole th in g  was ve ry  i r ­
r ita t in g  to  a New Y o rk  reader -of 
The M il ita n t who sent the c lip ­
p ing  to  me la s t week. Here is 
the le tte r  w h ich accompanied i t :

M A D E  H E R  B O IL
“ I  read The M il ita n t  every 

week... Since I  am  a woman, 
you r a rtic les  about housewives, 
etc. especia lly appeal to  me. How  
r ig h t  you are ! I  came across the 
p ic tu re  m agazine L ife  th is  week 
and w a n t to send you a piece 
out o f i t — som eth ing th a t makes 
one boil up in  read ing it .

“ I  don’t  have to  say much 
about it .  You ju s t look a t  i t  and 
you w i l l  see w hy a ha rd -w o rk in g  
housewife and m othe r ( th a t ’s 
w ha t I  am now; I  used to  be a 
w a itress) gets mad a t reading 
a th in g  lik e  th a t. I  don’t  look 
lik e  those g ir ls  and the  w a itress­
es I  worked w ith  d idn ’t  e ither. 
Do you ? O r the g ir ls  you see 
in  the subways before o r a fte r  
w o rk in g  ho u rs? ”

B y an in te re s tin g  coincidence, 
another le tte r  th a t also came in 
las t week had some good answers 
to  th is  woman reader’s angry  
questions. T h is  le tte r  was fro m  
D octor A n to ine tte  K on ikow , 
whose in tim a te  knowledge o f 
women’s health  problem s and 
her equa lly extensive in fo rm a ­
t io n  about the heavy burdens o f 
women fa c to ry  w orkers g ive her 
a double r ig h t  to  speak on th is  
subject. Here is Comrade Kon- 
iko w ’s le tte r:

B E A U T Y  A N D  CO SM ETICS
“ Y ou r a rtic le  on ‘The R ig h t to  

Be B e a u tifu l,’ in  w h ich  you dis­
cuss the use o f cosmetics and 
beauty aids, awoke a few  
thoughts th a t I  should lik e  to 
share w ith  you r readers. I  have 
lived fo r  a lm ost three-quarters 
o f a cen tury and in m y you th  we 
never used cosmetics. In  fac t, 
the use o f them  was considered 
indecent. A nd  s t i l l  we had 
beauty and romance. H ow  do 
you exp la in  the present s itu a ­
tion ?  I t  seems to  me th a t w om ­
en’s en try  in to  in d u s try  has a 
g re a t deal to  do w ith  it .
* “ W h ile  r ic h  ladies use cos­

m etics to cover up th e ir  pale

“ Labor with a white skin 
cannot em ancipate its e lf  
where labor w ith a black 
skin is branded.”

—K arl M arx

faces acquired d u rin g  Society ’s 
w in te r w h ir l o f endless n igh ts  o f 
d r in k in g  and dancing, women 
who w o rk  in  fac to ries  and shops 
have pale and t ire d  faces because 
o f physica l exhaustion due to 
ove rw o rk , bad a ir, hu rried  I 
lunches and th e ir  whole li fe  o f 
rush and w o rry .

“ The w o rk in g  woman uses cos­
m etics, no t on ly fo r  her own sat­
is fac tion  —  to  have a nice ap­
pearance o r to  a ttra c t possible 
romance —  bu t she has to  look 
w e ll and a ttra c tiv e  to  keep her 
job. I  th in k  th a t i f  women 
would lead a he a lth y  and norm al 
life ,  th e ir  faces w ould look d i f ­
fe ren t. They w ou ld  acquire the 
rosy checks th a t we had in  our 
you th  and the b r ig h t eyes and 
the red lips .

“ To me cosmetics are an ex­
pression o f ou r unhea lthy li fe  
under cap ita lism . I t  is  no t an 
im p o rta n t issue b u t i t  is  ju s t as 
w e ll to  understand th a t changes 
in  wom en’s w o rk  a ffe c t even the 
m ost m inute  fo rm s o f th e ir  life . 
T h is  doesn’t  mean th a t I  con­
demn cosmetics. I  th in k  th a t we 
sha ll have to  use them  fo r  quite 
a w h ile  y e t ! ”

U N H E A L T H Y  L IF E
O f course, Comrade K on ikow  

is com plete ly r ig h t  in  saying 
tha t good health  is the basis fo r  
good looks. The L ife  m agazine 
w r ite r  says th is , too, and argues 
th a t a il A m erican g ir ls  have a 
chance to  g row  up s trong  and 
hea lthy. “ The g low  o f hea lth ”

she po in ts  out, is the m ost d is­
tin c tiv e  fea tu re  o f the “ A m e ri­
can Look.”  Besides th is  basic 
fac to r, she feels th a t another 
im p o rta n t elem ent o f the A m e ri­
can Look is “ an unaffected eleg­
ance in  m ake-up and dress.”  And 
a ll o f th is  is supposedly the he ri 
tage o f every A m erican woman

Leav ing  aside the fa c t th a t 
even fa ir ly  w e ll-pa id  women 
w orkers cannot hope to  achieve 
“ an 'una ffe c te d  elegance in  make 
up and dress,”  the m ain reason 
w h y  m illio ns  o f Am erican 
w o rk in g  women and w o rk ­
ing-class housewives do no t have 
th is  so-called ty p ic a l Am erican 
lo o k  is th a t they cannot a ffo rd  
good health.

H E A L T H  E S S E N T IA LS
Good hea lth  means a w e ll-ba l 

anced d ie t— plen ty  o f m ilk , meat, 
fresh f r u i t  and vegetables. Good 
health  means enough re s t and 
sleep and th is  is  im possib le fo r  
women who c a rry  the double bu r­
den o f in d u s tria l w o rk  and house 
w ork . Good health  means proper 
medical care, besides, especially 
before and a f te r  ch ild b irth .

I ’d like  to meet the woman read­
er who sent me the a rtic le  from  
L ife  magazine. I  can te ll fro m  
her le tte r  th a t she’s a fighter, 
I ’m sure th a t she would have a 
look o f de te rm ina tion  on her 
face— determ ination  to do some­
th in g  about the in jus tices o f th is  
system. Some day th a t ’s go ing 
to become a ve ry  w idespread A - 
m erican Look!

Hoover Used Food As Weapon 
To Subdue European Peoples

By B ill Morgan
Are you hungry? Could you use a big juicy steak and some 

butter and eggs? Sure— the answer is simple! But you are w ill­
ing to sacrifice— to do without these things and more i f  it means 
feeding the millions of your fellow workers and their families 
in war-torn Europe. Workers have always helped one another 
in time of strike and other disasters— and no questions asked.

B ut, as a w o rke r, you are sus­
picious o f bosses. You know  how 
the boss in  you r p la n t is always 
ch ise lling  on the un ion agree­
ment. A nd  you know  the bosses 
are hand ling  the d is tr ib u tio n  o f 
food th a t ’s be ing sent to  Greece 
and France and the o ther coun­
tr ie s  o f Europe. So le t ’s take 
a look a t how  the bosses are 
hand ling  the food.

H O O V E R ’S P O LIC IE S
A fte r  the la s t w a r H e rbe rt 

Hoover— rem em ber h im ?  —1 was 
in charge o f feeding the s ta rv ­
in g  m illio ns  in  every coun try  
devastated by the w a r. How  did 
he manage the job? In  a le tte r  
to O s w a l d  G arrison V illa rd , 
quoted by Louis F ishe r in  “ The 
Soviets in  W orld  A f fa ir s , ”  pu­
blished in  1930, M r. Hoover re ­
vealed the rea l ro le o f A m erican 
re lie f:

“ The whole o f A m erican  po licy  
d u rin g  the  liqu ida tion  o f  the  a r ­
m istice was to  con tribu te  eve ry­
th in g  i t  could to  p reven t Europe 
fro m  go ing B olshevik.”

In  an a rtic le  in  “ C o llie r’s”  in  
Novem ber, 1942 Hoover w ro te :
“ A  weak governm ent possessed 
o f the  weapon o f  food fo r  s ta rv ­
in g  people can preserve and 
streng then its e if  m ore e ffec tive ­
ly  than  by arm s. There fore, in  
our m a jo r opera tions we sought 
to  w o rk  th rou gh  these govern­
ments even a t the price o f los t 
effic iency.”

S A V E D  C A P IT A L IS M
In  o ther words H e rbe rt Hoo­

ver, ac tin g  in  the in te rests o f 
Am erican cap ita lism , shackled 
the w orkers  o f Europe to  the 
ro tte n  ca p ita lis t governm ents

th a t b rough t on the  ve ry  w a r 
ou t o f which the  mass s ta rva tion  
came.

“ In  the la s t w a r, defeated 
Russia w ith  ro u g h ly  140 m illio n  
people was fam ine  s tr icken  in  
ce rta in  areas. He made and e f­
fo r t  to  fu rn is h  food, b u t Russia 
refused re lie f  because the  A llie s  
s tipu la ted  th a t she m ust stop 
f ig h tin g  her ne ighbors,”  says 
Hoover in  the same a rtic le  in  
“ C o llie rs.”

The rea l s itua tion  a t th a t was 
th a t Russia’s neighbors, arm ed 
and equipped by  the  A llie s , were 
m arch ing in to  Russia to  crush 
the re vo lu tio n a ry  masses and re ­
store the Czar.

T h is  fa c t is a ttested to  in  M i­
chael S tra ig h t’s book, “ Make 
This the La s t W ar,”  in  wh ich 
he says: “ The A m erican  R e lie f 
A d m in is tra tio n  food p rogram  was 
used openly as a means o f re 
c ru it in g  w h ite  guard  arm ies o f 
in te rven tion  in  Russia.”

T h a t is how food was used in  
Europe a fte r  the la s t W orld  W ar.

S A M E  P O L IC Y  N O W
N o pretense was made a t feed­

in g  the hu ng ry  unless the hun­
g ry  subm itted to  the  reactionary  
governm ents th a t b rough t on the 
ve ry  w a r wh ich caused the s ta r­
vation.

Has th a t po licy  changed? Is 
the food sent fro m  Am erica, the 
food you are do ing w ith o u t, being 
used to  feed the s ta rv in g  m il­
lions in  Europe today? L e t ’s 
take a look a t Greece, where the 
U n ited  N a tions R e lie f and Re­
h a b ilita tio n  Agency has recen tly  
de livered food sent fro m  Am e­
rica .

In  Greece the food is turned 
over to  the governm ent set up 
by the B r it is h  and Am ericans 
brass hats. T h is  governm ent re ­
presents the  in te rests  o f B r it is h  
and Am erican cap ita lism . I t  was 
established over the mass p ro ­
tes t o f the Greek w orkers. A nd  
even the U N R R A  has had to  
p ro tes t over the  m anner in 
w h ich th is  food is be ing w ithhe ld  
fro m  a ll who disagree w ith  the 
Greek governm ent. O nly the rich  
and th e ir  stooges eat, w h ile  m il 
lions o f Greek peasants and 
w orkers starve.

Jus t the o th e r day President 
T rum an called in  ex-President 
Hoover to  discuss the food s itua­
tion  in  Europe and the po licy 
o f the U N R R A . The discussion 
was n o t made public, bu t Hoo­
ve r’s po licy  is no secret and the 
methods he used in  1919-20 are 
a lready being employed today in 
France and Belg ium . The fe a r 
o f revo lu tion  in  Europe w i l l  d rive  
the bosses to  de libera te  s ta rv ­
in g  o f people even though the 
warehouses are f u l l  o f food sent 
fro m  Am erica.

A Correction in 
Railroad Figures
E d ito r:

A  typog raph ica l e rro r was 
made in  the pub lica tion  o f m y 
a rtic le , “ P ostw ar Job Prospects 
in  R a ilroad In d u s try ,”  in  The 
M ilita n t,  M ay 26.

The pa rag raph in  e rro r reads: 
“ The figures show then th a t in  
1920 w ith  61,257 locom otives (75,- 
000 less than in  1920) one m illio n  
more tons o f f re ig h t  was hauled 
w ith  400,000 few e r employes.”

The s to ry  should have said: 
“ The figures show then th a t in 
1929 w ith  61,257 locom otives 
(7,500 less than in 1920) 150,000,- 
000 m ore tons o f fre ig h t  was 
hauled w ith  400,000 few e r em ­
ployes.”

John Russo

Hunger Paralyzes 
Greece As Allies 
Hold Down Relief

Conditions in British-occu­
pied Greece continue steadily to 
worsen. In the Dodecanese is 
lands, people are dropping in 
the streets from starvation and 
the famine is almost as bad in 
the rest of the country. Unsea 
sonable hot weather may burn 
up the wheat crop, further re 
during prospects o f improve­
ment in the near future.

M eanw hile shipm ents o f re lie f 
supplies by  the  A llie s  continue 
to  be an u t te r ly  inadequate 
tr ic k le . The ra tio n  o f sugar has 
been slashed th is  m onth to  13 
ounces per person. M ilk  is un­
availab le  save fo r  p i t i fu l ly  sm all 
am ounts o f powdered and con 
densed m ilk  ear-m arked fo r  “ ch il 
dren and inva lids  and nu rs in g  o r 
prospective m others.”  Shoes are 
se llin g  fo r  $30 a p a ir  and up.

“ FR E E D O M  FRO M  W A N T ”
The U n ited  N ations R e lie f and 

R ehab ilita tion  A d m in is tra tio n  is 
b it te r ly  c ritic ized  by the s ta rv in g  
people. They observe th a t the 
la rge, w e ll-pa id  s ta f f  does not 
even release stocks th a t do a rrive , 
bu t s im p ly  hands them  over to 
the B r it is h  puppet governfhent 
The m iserable am ount o f re lie f 
ac tua lly  sent consists p r in c ip a lly  
o f dried beans, peas and powdered 
soups. To obtain o the r necessities 
o f life , these products m ust be 
traded on the black m arket.

The U N R R A  has prom ised 
repeatedly to  ge t m ore supplies to  
Gi’eece and to see th a t they  are 
fa ir ly  d is tribu ted . B u t goods now 
a rr iv in g , according to  H a l Lehr- 
man, special correspondent o f the 
New  Yol-k PM  in h is M ay 30 
dispatch, are “ p iled on the  docks 
o f the p o rt c ities o r  in  the  w are­
houses o f la rg e r reg iona l cen 
to rs .”  Remote m ounta in  regions 
where fam in e  is m ost acute are 
rece iv ing  scarcely an y th in g , the 
b r e a k d o w n  o f transp o rta tio n  
adding to  the ap pa lling  obstacles 
fa c in g  the Greek people in  secur­
in g  re lie f.

On top  o f th is , the puppet 
reg im e shows gross fa v o ritis m  in  
its  d is tribu tions . “ The Greek 
G overnm ent,”  reports  the  New 
Y o rk  T im es o f M ay 27, “ sells a 
m on th ly  ra tio n  to  those able to  
pay and gives a free  one to  the 
destitu te . I t  is  adm itted  th a t 
some people cannot pay the cost 
though  the y  cannot q u a lify  as 
ind igen t. . . I t  was expla ined th a t 
local M ayors, in  th e ir  zeal to 
collect revenue, were c u tt in g  
cown the num ber o f free  ra tio ns .”

FOOD A N D  P O LIT IC S
“ Zeal to  collect revenue,”  how- 

e \e r, is  o f secondary im portance 
to  m an ipu la tion  o f food d is tr ib u ­
tio n  as a p o lit ic a l weapon. 
“ P rov inc ia l o ffic ia ls  have been 
free  to  d is tr ib u te  re lie f  according 
to th e ir  p o lit ic a l bias o r personal 
w h im  o r no t to  d is tr ib u te  a t a ll, ”  
declares H a l Lehrm an. “ M ost 
f la g ra n t has been the d isc rim in a ­
tion  by R ig h tis t and R oya lis t 
members o f the  governm ent 

aga inst Republicans and L e ftis ts .”  
The use o f food as a p o lit ic a l 

weapon is c le a rly  revealed in  
Lehrm an ’s re p o rt th a t P rem ier 
V ou lga ris  is to  announce any 
acceleration o f re lie f  by U N R R A . 
“ Insiders believe the  position  o f 
h is governm ent w i l l  be g re a tly  
strengthened.”

The V ou lg a ris  governm ent is 
thus w ith h o ld in g  food fro m  the 
Partisans who fo u g h t B r it is h  
troops and na tive  forces o f reac-

The NEGRO 
STRUGGLE

Taking1 an unequivocal posi­
tion  on fu l l  N egro  equa lity , E in  
ste in  sta ted: “ I  do no t believe 
in any k ind  o f s u p e rio rity  o f the 
w h ite  people.”  A n y  “ w h ite  sup­
rem acy”  which ex is ts  he ascribes 
to “ technica l s u p e rio r ity ”  due to  
environm ent and o p po rtu n ity  
w h ich are denied the vast m a jo r­
i t y  o f Negroes. T h is  would neg­
ate the  fa lse  idea th a t a man 
m ust o f necessity be in fe r io r  
s im p ly  because his sk in  is dark.

Speaking fro m  the  sc ien tis t’s 
v iew po in t, he believes th a t “ an i­
mals ( in c lud in g  the  human 
species) who can have children 
toge ther (w h ich  is tru e  o f the 
members o f a ll races) are no t 
ve ry  p ro fo un d ly  d iffe re n t fro m  
each o ther.”

R ep ly ing  to  Conrad’s query as 
to his opin ion o f the N egro ’s de­
mand fo r  “ fu l l  in te g ra tio n  in to  
the li fe  o f A m erica ”  th is  noted 
sc ien tis t rep lied  w ith o u t reserv­
ation th a t such was “  a desirable 
ob jective.”

E IN S T E IN ’S COURAGE
Those who are s t i l l  ta in ted  

w ith  the ra c ia l pre judices w h ich 
have been pumped in to  them  
since childhood, should m a rk  well 
the words o f P ro f. E inste in . Here 
is one o f the greatest th inkers , 
a recognized a u th o r ity  in  the 
complex field o f astrophysics and 
proponent o f the Theory o f Rel­
a t iv ity ,  so profound in  its  scope 
th a t i t  has revo lu tion ized the ap­
proach to  the en tire  fie ld  o f 
physics. Here is th is  same m ind 
expressing the v iew  th a t there 
is no such th in g  ns inhe ren t ra ­
c ia l in fe r io r ity .  H is  courage in 
p u ttin g  fo r th  h is views should 
also be m arked w e ll by some 
o f ou r fence-s tradd ling  leaders 
who c la im  th a t they  can’t  say 
a ll th a t they th in k  “ because o f 
th e ir  position .”  T h e ir positions, 
compared to  th a t o f E inste in , 
d w a rf in to  nothingness.

F u rthe rm o re , th is  em inent re ­
search sc ien tis t has found the 
tim e  and m enta l energy to  in ­
vestiga te  and a rrive  a t some par-; 
t ia l conclusions concern ing the 
p o lit ic a l and economic for-ces 
wh ich spawn the fa lse  notions 
upon w hich an ti-N e g ro  and a n ti-  
Jew ish pre jud ice are b u ilt.

W hen questioned concerning 
any possible connection between 
the N egro and o the r “ m in o r ity ”  
questions he openly stated the 
fo llo w in g  analys is :

“ O f course. T h is  is a ll ccn-

nected. T h is  is the  question o f 
the pre iud ice o f man aga ins t 
man. They are a ll ve ry  in te r ­
re la ted questions. The whole 
th in g  is o f course in tim a te ly  
connected w ith  the ca p ita lis t 
question.

“ Producing d iffe re n t k inds o f 
hatreds is a p o lit ic a l means o f 
se lf-p ro tection  fo r  the  c a p ita lis t 
class, no t on ly  here b u t in  E u r­
ope. H it le r  d id  the same th in g . 
A ntagon ism s are fostered as a 
means o f d iv e rt in g  the pub lic  
fro m  the fundam enta l issues. 
These arc in d ire c t c a p ita lis t de­
fense devices.”

FOR LA B O R  U N IT Y
Here again E inste in  shows un­

usual understand ing o f the basic 
fac ts  involved. (M an y  pro fes­
sional scientists have a one-track 
m ind and are the re fo re  ob liv ious 
to basic c lass-strugg le  po litics  
w h ich ac tu a lly  de term ine the  
k in d  o f w o rld  in  w h ich  w e a re  
to liv e ).

As one would expect fro m  a 
man w ith  such progressive ideas, 
E ins te in  agreed th a t w h ite  and 
Negro labor, th a t is, the  w orkers 
as a class and regard less o f co l­
or, should un ite  fo r  the purpose 
o f advancing the in te res ts  o f 
both. Th is , o f course, is a t ru th  
f irs t  a rr ived  a t, expla ined and 
propounded by K a r l M a rx . H is  
v  ords o f a hundred years ago 
are quoted by The M il ita n t  a t 
the top o f th is  colum n each week.

I t  is also s ig n ifica n t th a t E in ­
ste in  was no t so naive a<s to  
th in k  th a t so-cailed “ V -E  D ay”  
would b r in g  the  m illen iu m . He 
rea lizes th a t the ve ry  same forces 
o f c a p ita lis t e xp lo ita tio n  w h ich  
caused the rise  o f H it le r  are s t i l l  
a live  and k ic k in g  today. F rom  
his statem ents one can easily  see 
th a t he expects w a r and s u ffe r­
in g  u n t il the c a p ita lis t system  
its e lf  is replaced.

He sa id : “ The f a l l  o f B e rlin  
does no t mean the end o f fa s ­
cism. . . . the re  are fasc is ts  in  
A m erica, too .”

A lth o u g h  m is ta ke n ly  coun ting  
on the “ m o ra l”  forces (w h ich , in  
re a lity , can on ly  re fle c t the  pres­
en t economic co rru p tio n ) E in ­
ste in  docs ad m it th a t in  b r in g in g  
progressive changes (such as the  
French and Russian Revolu­
tion s ) “ , , , everybody has to  do 
his share so th a t i t  m ay no t take 
too much tim e .”

TROTSKYISTS SUPPORT FIGHT 
FOR LIBERATION OF COLONIES

B y  its  ve ry  crea tion  o f enor­
mous d ifficu ltie s  and dangers fo r  
the  im p e ria lis t m e tropo litan  cen­
ters, the w a r opens up w ide pos­
s ib ilitie s  fo r  the oppressed peop­
les. The ru m b lin g  o f cannon in 
Europe heralds the  approaching 
hour o f th e ir  libe ra tion .

I f  a p rog ram  o f peaceful social 
tra n s fo rm a tio n  is U top ian  fo r  the 
advanced ca p ita lis t countries, 
then the p rogram  o f peaceful 
lib e ra tio n  fo r  the  colonies is 
doubly U top ian . On the o the r 
hand, the  la s t o f the  sem i-free 
backward countries have been en­
slaved before our eyes (E th io p ia , 
A lban ia , China___).

The e n tire  present w a r is a 
w ar over colonies. They are hun­
ted by some; held by others who 
refuse to  give them up. N e ithe r 
side has the least in ten tion  of 
lib e ra tin g  them v o lu n ta r ily . The 
declin ing m e tropo litan  c e n t e r s  
are im pelled to  d ra in  aw ay as 
much as possible fro m  the colo­
nies and to  g ive them  in  re tu rn  
as l i t t le  as possible. O n ly  the d irec t 
and open revo lu tiona ry  s trugg le  
o f the enslaved peoples can clear 
the road fo r  th e ir  em ancipation.

In  the colon ia l and sem i-colo­
n ia l countries the s tru g g le  fo r  
an independent na tiona l state, 
and consequently the “ defense o f 
the fa th e rla n d ,”  is  d iffe re n t in  
p rinc ip le  fro m  th a t o f the  im ­
p e r ia lis t countries. The revo lu ­
tio n a ry  p ro le ta r ia t o f the whole 
w o rld  gives uncond itiona l sup­
p o rt to  the s tru g g le  o f China 
o r Ind ia  fo r  na tiona l inde-

tio n  in  the  recent c iv il w ar. On 
the o ther hand, i t  d ive rts  a v a il­
able supplies to  the  fasc is t- 
minded officers, land lords, na tive  
cap ita lis ts  and the hated police 
who served under d ic ta to r M etax- 
as, the  N azis and now the B r i t ­
ish. Toge ther w ith  the  arm s and 
troops supplied by the A llie s , i t  is  
u t il iz in g  food as a weapon in  the  
repression o f the Greek revo lu ­
tion .

pendence, fo r  th is  s trugg le , “ by 
te a rin g  the backward people o u t 
o f the  A s ia tic  system , p a rtic u la r­
ism  and fo re ig n  bondage s tr ike s  
po w e rfu l blows a t im p e ria lism .”

A t  the same tim e  the F o u rth  
In te rn a tio n a l knows in  advance 
and openly w arns the backward 
nations th a t th e ir  belated na­
tio n a l states can no longer count 
upon an independent dem ocra t­
ic development. Surrounded by 
decaying cap ita lism  and enmesh­
ed in  the im p e ria lis t con trad ic­
tions, the  independence o f a 
backward state in e v ita b ly  w i l l  be 
sem i-fic titious and its  p o lit ic a l re ­
g im e under the in fluence o f 
in te rn a l c l a s s  con trad ic tions 
and ex te rna l pressure, w i l l  
unavo idably fa l l  in to  d ic ta to r­
ship aga inst the people —  
such is the  reg im e o f the  
“ People’s”  p a r ty  in  T u rkey , the 
K oum in tang  in  C hina; G andhi’s 
reg im e w i l l  be s im ila r  tom orro w  
in Ind ia .

The s tru g g le  fo r  the na tiona l 
independence o f the colonies is, 
from  the standpo in t o f the  revo lu ­
tio n a ry  p ro le ta r ia t, on ly  a t ra n ­
s itio na l stage on the road tow ard  
d raw ing  the backward countries 
in to  th e  in te rn a tio n a l soc ia lis t 
revo lu tion .

(F ro m  “ M an ifes to  o f the  4 th  
In te rn a tio n a l on the  Im p e ria lis t 
M a r  and the P ro le ta rian  Revolu­
tio n ,”  pp. 23-24. P ioneer P ub li­
shers, 1940.)

by CHARLES JACKSON

Einstein Confounds Race-Haters
It has recently been revealed that Albert Einstein, one of 

[he world’s foremost scientific geniuses, also holds ve^ry pro­
gressive views as far as the race question is concerned. 1 his fact 
was made clear in an interview with Earl Conrad which was 
reported in the Ubicavo Defender of May 19, 1945.
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Arabs Beat Back French Colonial Despots
(Continued from  page 1) ©

turn to  DeGaulle demanding 
French troops cease fire  and re ­
tu rn  to  th e ir  barracks to keep 
o u t o f the w ay o f incom ing B r i­
t is h  troops, in  actua l fa c t, as 
DeGaulle ta r t ly  pointed out, the 
B r it is h  troops were already there 
in  S yria , the N in th  A rm y , fa r  
la rg e r than the 10,000 French 
troops and 20,000 natives under 
F rench command.

The im m ediate m o tiva tion  fo r  
B r it is h  and U . S. in te rven tion  
was in a ll p ro b a b ility  the u rgen t i 
necessity to end the spectacle of 
a “ dem ocracy”  shooting down 
citizens o f a coun try  whose fo r ­
m al independence as o f June 1, 
1944 was guaranteed by a ll the 
A llie s . B u t DeGaulle is ce rta in ­
ly  correct in  cha rg ing  th a t the 
B r it is h  are p la y in g  th e ir  own 
game in Syria . In  contro l o f a ll 
the  rest o f the M idd le  E ast— the 
o the r fo u r A ra b  countries, E gyp t, 
Syria , T rans-Jordan, Saudi A ra ­
bia and Yem an— the B r it is h  im ­
p e ria lis ts  have a long  h is to ry  
o f underm in ing French in fluence 
in  S yria  and Lebanon, in  order 
to  be absolute ly dom inant in the 
M editerranean.

IM P E R IA L IS T  A IM S
In  h is June 2 statem ent, De 

Gaulle was equa lly  unanswerable 
when he declared he had tr ie d  
to  do no more than the o ther im ­
p e ria lis ts  are doing, “ to place 
fo r  France certa in  bases in  the 
O rien t, as B r ita in  places bases 
and as the U n ited  States is even 
now p lac ing .”

P la g ia riz in g  C h u rch ill’s own 
a lib i fo r  re fus ing  to g ra n t Ind ia  
independence, DeGaulle said th a t 
b r in g in g  S yria  to  independence 
is  “ not easy,”  because o f “ S y ria ’s 
m ix tu re  o f d iffe re n t re lig ions, 
d iffe re n t te rr ito r ie s , d iffe re n t 
n a tion a litie s .”  P recisely u n ity  o f 
the S yrian  people against French 
im peria lism , however, b rough t 
DeGaulle to  a fiasco.

On June 2, s im ultaneously 
w ith  DeGaulle’s statem ent, the 
K re m lin  moved in to  the p ic tu re ,

Market Scene in 
British India

Due to its  “ f i lth y  and insan i­
ta r y ”  condition, the Baghbazar 
m a rke t in C a lcu tta  was ordered 
closed fo r  necessary clean-up and 
repa irs , says an item  in  a Cal­
c u tta  newspaper. The B r it is h  
hea lth  au tho ritie s  specified the 
fo llo w in g :

The f lo o r  o f the m arke t should 
be repaired and p ro pe rly  paved, 
the  passages widened, s ta lls  ra is ­
ed a t least tw o  feet above the 
ga rbage-litte red  floo rs , dra ins 
repaired, and arrangem ents made 
fo r  adequate filte red  w a te r fo r  
the  w ashing o f s ta lls , passages, 
fish and vegetables, and fo r  the 
flu s h in g  o f  dra ins. In  add ition :

“ Persons should be proh ib ited  
fro m  sleeping in the m arke t, and 
ca ttle  and dogs should no t be a l­
lowed to  en ter it .  The m arke t 
should be th o ro u g h ly  washed 
and dis infected once a day.”

apparen tly  in connivance w ith  the 
French governm ent. C hurch ill's  
in v ita tio n  to  DeGaulle to come 
to London fo r  a U . S .-B ritish - 
French conference fo r  a Syrian 
settlem ent was countered by both 
French and Russian proposals 
fo r  a conference which would also 
include the K rem lin . Such a 
conference, said DeGaulle, m ust 
deal w ith  “ the whole question”  
c f  the M iddle East.

W H A T  IT  M E A N S
F or France, th is  would mean 

ra is in g  questions a ffe c tin g  B r i t ­
ish spheres o f in fluence. F o r 
Russia, i t  would mean a new 
stage in the K re m lin ’s expansion­
is t p lans: a demand fo r  an en­
try w a y  fo r  Soviet sh ipp ing  in to  
the M editerranean, i. e., special 
Soviet r ig h ts  in T u rk e y ’s D a r­
danelles. In  re tu rn  fo r  DeGaul­
le ’s support, the K re m lin  w ill 
help h im  ge t ou t o f th is  mess 
at the expense o f the S yrian 
people. Th is is indicated by the 
French Com m unist p a r ty ’s con­
tinued support o f the DeGaulle 
governm ent and the p a r ty ’s 
s ta tem ent o f M ay 31 in  fa v o r o f 
“ F rance’s tra d itio n a l in fluence in 
the N ear E ast.”

T h is  was DeGaulle’s second 
i'se o f force in  an a ttem p t to 
le tr ie v e  the French g r ip  on S yria  
and Lebanon w hich DeGaulle p ro ­
mised independence in  June, 1941. 
No doubt he tho ugh t to  repeat 
the tr ic k e ry  o f W orld  W ar I 
when, w h ile  the A rab  peoples 
fo u g h t on the side o f the A llie s  
in  re tu rn  fo r  a prom ise o f inde­
pendence the B r it is h  and French 
signed the secret Sykes-P icot 
agreem ent o f 1916 d iv id in g  the 
M iddle East between them.

B u t the A rabs had learned 
fro m  the previous B ritish -F re nch  
•treachery. On Novem ber 9, 1943 
the Chamber o f Deputies o f Le ­
banon voted the cou n try ’s fu l l  
sovere ignty and independence. 
Im m ed ia te ly  a fte r  the  v o t e ,  
F rench police occupied newspaper 
offices, arrested Lebanese govern­
m ent o ffic ia ls , and French Sene­
galese soldiers fired on demon­
s tra to rs  p ro te s ting  the  arrests 
in B e iru t and T r ip o li. S t r e e t  
f ig h tin g  w ent on fo r  days. The 
French, like  the B r it is h  in  Ind ia , 
tr ie d  to p lay  on re lig ious  d i f ­
ferences, bu t th is  tim e  i t  fa ile d ; 
Moslems and C hris tians stood 
united. In  E g y p t students de­
m onstrated in  Cairo, shouting 
“ We are soldiers o f Lebanon.”  
On Novem ber 21 a d ispatch from  
tne Lebanon fro n t ie r  l-eported 
th a t a general s tr ik e  in  a ll the 
la rg e  towns o f Lebanon was in  
its  tw e lfth  day. The ne x t day, 
pressure fro m  B r ita in , exerted fo r  
the same reasons as now, forced 
the French to  re tre a t and release 
the arrested Lebanese offic ia ls . 
A  week la te r, inspired by the 
example o f Lebanon, the S yrian  
Chamber o f Deputies voted to 
remove fro m  the C onstitu tion  
a ll references to  French p r iv ile ­
ges. Then as now i t  was the 
s trugg le  o f the A rab  masses 
which won th e ir  f ig h t against 
French im peria lism .

10 Years Ago 
In The M ilitant

French Bombs Hit 
10,000 Victims 
In Algiers Revolt

French armed forces killed 
or wounded more than 10,000 
Algerian Arabs in a nine day 
campaign early in May, accord­
ing to Stars and Stripes, the U.
S. Army newspaper. The news 
had been suppressed by the 
French censorship until releas­
ed by the Army paper.

The bloody repression was the 
answer o f F rench im peria lism  
to  demands o f s ta rv in g  colonials 
fo r  food. F rench bombers 
smashed en tire  na tive  v illages in 
the m ountain a7-ea near Constan­
tine , A lg e ria . The airm en f le w  
ns m any as 300 sorties in  a 
single day. The medium and 
heavy bombers they used were 
made in  the U n ited  States.

“ E n tire  com m unities o f th a tch ­
ed and d ir t  homes were level­
led,”  said S tars and Stripes. 
“ French figh te rs  in B ritish -m ade 
a irc ra ft  fo llow ed up the bombers 
to s tra fe  the flee in g  popu lation 
o r dive-bomb A ra b  strongholds 
in the m ountains.”

R E V O LT  A G A IN S T  H U N G E R
A n  u p ris in g  o f the A lg e ria n  

people aga inst F rench ru le  had 
b rough t about the  m il ita ry  ac­
tion , said S tars and Stripes. 
"W h ile  the severe shortage o f 
food is regarded as one o f the 
p r im a ry  reasons fo r  the  revo lt, 
in te rw oven w ith  i t  ai-e the al- 
ways-present po litica l com plica­
tions o f F rench colon ia l po licy .”  
M eaning th a t the A lg e ria ns  w an t 
to r id  themselves o f French ru le !

In  the e a rly  stages o f the 
revo lt, 97 Europeans, m ostly  
F rench colon ia l adm in is tra to rs  
and w e a lthy  residents o f the 
Constantine area were reported 
k illed .

Am ong the  f irs t  v ic tim s, ac­
cord ing to o ther sources, were 
•Stalinists. One local Commun­
is t P a rty  secretary was k illed , 
others beaten. The anger o f the 
A lg e ria n  masses arose fro m  the 
support to  French im peria lism  
o ffe red by the A lg e ria n  Com m un­
is t P a rty . L a s t sp rin g  th is  
p a r ty  had suddenly stopped de­
c la im ing  aga inst im peria lism  and 
instead too k  a stand aga inst the 
A lgerians.

A lg e r ia  is now s u ffe r in g  fa m ­
ine. Rations have been reduced 
to 500 calories a day, about five 
slices o f bread. In  L it t le  Kab- 
j l i a  whole v illages  have been 
abandoned by desperate people 
seeking food. F ie lds have been 
to rn  up in  the frenzied hu n t fo r  
edible roots.

Typhus Strikes in 
‘Liberated’ France

Typhus, the  deadly disease 
caused by overcrow ding and 
hunger, has broken ou t in  Paris, 
according to  an announcement 
by the M in is try  o f H ea lth  in  the 
French cap ita l. O ffic ia ls  said 
“ we do no t have the necessary 
medicines to  handle an epide­
m ic,”  U n ited  Press reported.

French “ D em ocracy"  in  S y ria

U. S. Big Business Chiefs 
Take Charge Of Germany

By H arry  M arte ll
Germany stands on the verge 

of famine. The American 15th 
Army now occupying Germany 
has issued a statement that there 
are foodstuffs on hand to last 
the civilian population “ pos­
sibly through the month of 
June.”  Up to now, according to 
the same statement, “ displaced 
persons”  have been “ supplied 
with food from German stocks 
rather than from imports.”

The A llie d  conquerors o f the 
European con tinent have no in ­
ten tion  o f he lp ing  the German 
masses to  avoid th is  te rr ib le  
ordeal o f hunger, disease and 
death th a t is now in the m aking. 
W here on ly  a tr ic k le  o f food has 
been allowed to  en ter the 
“ libe ra ted ”  countries, Germ any is 
to be starved ou t com plete ly.

IM P E R IA L IS T  P LA N S
T h is  enforced s ta rva tio n  takes 

place aga inst a background o f 
plans to p reven t the economic 
reconstruction  and rev iva l o f Ger­
many. In  a m em orandum  issued 
by Bernard Baruch, the veteran 
W a ll S tree t adviser to the W hite  
House, the  plans are set fo r th :  
“ We m ust keep Germ any . . . from  
re-estab lish ing he rse lf as a g reat 
in d u s tr ia l na tion  ready to  make 
w a r.”  H is  m emorandum contem­
plates e x tra c tin g  the  m axim um  
possible repara tions fro m  G er­
m any w h ile  there  is to  be no 
“ no rm a lcy o f trade to  re tu rn  to 
as regards G erm any.”  In  B aruch’s 
plan the needs o f the German 
masses are subord inated to the 
a ttem p t to  keep German ca p ita l­
ism  fro m  again becoming a com­
p e tito r  to  A m erican im peria lism . 
A t  the same tim e  the masses are 
to  be compelled to  pay the la s t 
ounce in  t r ib u te  to  the A llie d  
conquerors.

M eanw hile B ig  Business is 
m oving in to  positions o f con tro l 
in  Germ any to  e x tra c t its  share 
o f £he spoils o f v ic to ry  and to

insure th a t w hatever p ro fits  
derive fro m  German in d u s try  in  
the fu tu re  are garnered by U . S. 
cap ita lism . The fo llo w in g  is a 
p a rtia l l is t  o f  the  agents of 
A m erica ’s 60 fa m ilie s  who have 
been appointed by the A llied  
C ontro l Council to  supervise and 
con tro l German economy:

T H E  M E N  IN  CO NTRO L
R. .1. W ysor, fo rm e r president 

o f Republic Steel, is  to  supervise 
m e ta llu rg ica l operations in  G er­
many.

Edw ard S. Zduneck, fo rm e rly  
head o f General M otors a t 
A n tw e rp , to  supervise the  en­
g ineering  section.

P h illip  Gaethke, fo rm e rly  con­
nected w ith  Anaconda Copper and 
m anager o f its  sm elters and 
mines in  U pper S ilesia before the 
w a r, to  d irec t m in in g  operations 
• in  the  A m erican zone.

P h illip  P. C lover, o f Socony 
Vacuum  o f New  Y o rk , tn  head 
the o il section o f the fue l and 
m in ing  branch.

To enforce th is  system o f 
economic s trang u la tion  and rob ­
bery o f the  German masses by 
U . S. m onopoly in terests, m il ita ry  
occupation o f Germany is to  con­
tinue  inde fin ite ly . In  a re p o rt on 
the com ing m eeting  o f the top 
generals o f the A llie d  and Soviet 
arm ies, the P aris  correspondent 
c f  the N . Y . T im es (M ay 31st) 
states th a t “ there is nowhere any 
ind ica tion  th a t these contro ls w ill 
be re laxed.”

W horever c iv ilia n  ad m in is tra ­
tion  has been established as in 
the Rhine Province i t  is  no th ing  
b u t a farce, and more o r less 
openly recognized as such. The 
same correspondent states th a t 
one o f the subjects fo r  discussion 
by the generals is “ the exten t of 
se lf - governm ent th a t can be 
entrusted to the  Germans w ith in  
the lim its  o f a harsh code of 
m il ita ry  sovere ignty by the 
W estern A llies  in th e ir  respective 
spheres o f occupation.”

June 8 , 1 935
N E W  Y O R K , June 8— F righ tened  by the  rise  o f fascism  and the 

approaching second W orld  W ar, in  1935 S ta lin  made a sharp 
tu rn  to  the r ig h t ,  when he signed a pact w ith  the French im ­
pe ria lis ts . He hoped thereby to  secure m il ita ry  assistance from  
them  in  the event o f invasion o f the Soviet U n ion by H it le r .  B u t 
by th is  action he p u b lic ly  and b razen ly  betrayed the in te rn a ­
tio n a l p ro le ta r ia t— the on ly  fo rce  capable o f de fending and 
securing the Soviet U n ion fro m  a ttack.

F o llow ing  out S ta lin ’s new tu rn  in  his be tra ya l o f the 
w orld  w o rk in g  class, the French lackeys o f the K re m lin , led by 
M aurice Thorez, called upon the F rench masses to  abandon 
th e ir  s trugg le  against th e ir  own ru l in g  class and to  de liver 
themselves instead in to  the ru th less hands o f th e  French im ­
pe ria lis ts . And th is  was done in  the  name o f the f ig h t aga inst
fascism .

In  an Open L e tte r  to  the  W o rld  P ro le ta r ia t, the  In te rn a ­
tio n a l Com m unist League (T ro ts k y is t)  po in ted o u t th a t S ta lin ’s 
fa ta l po licy  o f “ socialism  in  one cou n try ”  was now openly class 
co llabora tion is t. A lthough  the K re m lin  entered in to  alliances 
w ith  one com bination o f im p e ria lis ts  aga inst another, th is  
would not secure the S oviet U n ion  aga inst w a r and fasc is t 
invasion. A n y  alliances w ith  the  enemies o f the  w o rk in g  class 
would a lways be “ precarious, equivocal and perfid ious.”  I t  
weakened the “ w o rld  re vo lu tio n a ry  fa c to r”  and could on ly  lead 
to  m ore defeats o f the w o rld  p ro le ta r ia t and the underm in ing 
o f the Soviet U n ion its e lf.

B y the treacherous pact w ith  the F rench im p e ria lis ts , be­
fo re  the eyes o f the whole w o rld , “ S ta lin  signed the  death 
certifica te  o f the T h ird  In te rn a tio n a l.”

A Correction
E d ito r:

In  m y  le tte r  w h ich  you pub­
lished M ay 12 under the t i t le  
“ W a ll S tree t Loans to  Fascists,”  
an e rro r appears. In  m y le tte r  
to you I  stated th a t the am ount 
loaned to  M usso lin i in  1926 by 
J. P. M organ and Co. (Thomas 
Lam ont, cha irm an o f the B oard), 
was $100,000,000 (one hundred 
m illio n s ). In  m y le tte r  as pub­
lished i t  is  stated as one b illion  
— $1,000,000,000. I  ask you to
correct th is  e rro r in  you r e a rl­
iest possible pub lica tion .

M ilto n  L. Rabin
W askiah, M inn.
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Workers in Milan 
Disarmed; Called 
Thugs, ‘Fascists’

By Paul Abbott
Allied reaction is moving 

ahead step by step in its drive 
to entrench itself in northern 
Italy. In Milan, where the 
working class meted out justice 
to Mussolini and his gang, the 
Allied M ilita ry  Government 
has begun to disarm the Par­
tisans. This is a repetition of 
the procedure followed in 
Greece, where the British upon 
landing troops in the areas lib ­
erated from the German armies 
by Partisans, proceeded to call 
upon these same Partisans to 
surrender their arms. The B rit­
ish then provoked civil war and 
a t t a c k e d  the revolutionary 
masses.

The excuse u tilized  by  the Al­
lies in  dem anding the  Ita lia n  
Partisans to  g ive up th e ir  arm s is 
a transparen t lie . A ltho ug h  M ilan  
was libera ted on ly  a few  weeks 
ago by the an ti-fa sc is t Partisans, 
A llie d  propaganda now declares 
th a t “ gangsters and fasc is ts”  are 
“ m asquerading as P artisans." 
These “ gansters and fasc is ts”  are 
alleged to be com m ittin g  “ crimes 
ran g ing  fro m  common th ievery  
to  rape and m urder.”  “ No n ig h t,”  
says the  New Y ork  T im es o f 
M ay 31, has “ been free o f  a t 
least several fa ta l shootings in 
M ilan  since the libe ra tion  o f the 
c ity . In  the f irs t  days o f M ay 
there were several bad n igh ts 
when more than tw e n ty  people 
were k ille d  in  the  streets.”

S L A N D E R  C A M P A IG N
The A llie d  propaganda in s in ­

uates th a t “ the people o f M ilan  
and o ther c ities o f the no rth  have 
known... fo r  some tim e ”  about 
“ the perversion o f the p a tr io t 
movement by c rim in a l and p rob­
ab ly  Fascist elem ents.”  N o t the 
s ligh te s t shred o f evidence is 
produced to  back up th is  venom­
ous slander, an omission th a t is 
qu ite understandable, since no 
such evidence exists. The very 
same dispatch w h ich reports  the 
order bann ing arm s in M ilan  
a fte r  m id n ig h t declares th a t 
“ m ost o f the m urder v ic tim s  
e a rly  in  M ay were people w ith  
known Fascist reco rds!”

The rea l s itua tion  is obvious. 
The w orkers o f M ilan  and the 
e ther in d u s tr ia l c ities o f the 
no rth  have taken the  ad m in is tra ­
tio n  o f jus tice  in to  th e ir  .own 
hands. A f te r  fre e in g  the area 
fro m  the Nazis, they proceeded 
to  mop up the fasc is t reg im e 
which had repressed them  since 
1922. They did no t w a it fo r  the 
A llie d  im p e ria lis t arm ies to 
m arch in and save w e ll-know n 
fo rm e r fascists fro m  the anger o f 
the people; they acted s w ift ly .  
They had seen how the A llie s  in  
the south no t on ly  protected fa s ­
cists bu t m ainta ined them  in  o f­
fice, bolstered up th e ir  a u th o rity  
and supported th e ir  decisions 
w ith  A llie d  bayonets.

A llie d  im peria lism  has now set 
out to crush the r is in g  re v o l­
u tio n a ry  movem ent in  the north . 
T he ir f irs t  step is the tra d itio n a l 
one o f s landering the workers, 
la be lling  them  e ith e r c rim ina ls  
or tra ito rs  in  the  pay o f the 
enemy, o r both. In  the c iv il w a r 
in Russia, fo llo w in g  the F irs t  
W orld  W ar, the A llie d  im p e ria l­
is ts  called Len in  and T ro ts k y  
bandits in the pay o f the  German 
H ig h  Command. In  the c iv il w a r 
in Greece la s t December and 
January, C hurch ill called the 
Greek w orkers bandits among 
whom, said he, were Nazis in  
disguise.

T H E  G R E E K  W A R N IN G
W hether the no rthe rn  Ita lia n  

w orkers w i l l  be foo led in to  g iv ­
ing  up th e ir  arm s rem ains to  be 
seen. They have before them  
the example o f the s laugh te r in 
Greece on ly  a fe w  m onths ago 
when the B r it is h  moved the re  in  
accordance w ith  the secret agree­
ments over the  spoils o f  w a r 
reached a t Teheran and Y a lta .

A lre a d y  a deadly danger is 
apparent. “ General Fa lde lla , the 
local p a tr io t  com m ander”  reports  
the T im es, “ has sent a com m uni­
cation to  d is tr ic t  leaders em ph­
asiz ing  the  A llie s  order.”  In  
Greece the S ta lin is t heads o f the 
P artisans agreed to  surrender 
arms, thus s treng then ing  enorm ­
ously the  B r it is h  forces. I f  the 
heads o f the Partisans in  no rth  
I ta ly  s im ila r ly  be tray the  move­
m ent by conceding the A llie d  de­
mands, then the bloody slaughter 
o f A thens wri l l  be repeated sho rt­
ly  in  I ta ly .
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Maybe you th in k  i t ’s go ing  to be a long, long tim e  be fore the  
w o rk in g  people take power and create abundance fo r  a ll in  a warless 
w orld . You exp la in  the ideas o f the M IL IT A N T  to  you r ne ighbor 
and he o ften doesn’t  seem to  ge t the idea. You see people keep r ig h t  
on w ith  the same old pre judices th a t a re  aga inst th e ir  own in ­
terests. A nd you wonder how and when, a ll these w orkers w i l l  over­
th ro w  th e ir  ru le rs .

“ How are you ever go ing  to  ge t the w o rk in g  people to g e th e r? ”  
I t  isn ’t  on ly  Scissorbill Sam th a t asks th a t  question. I t ’s a n a tu ra l 
question fo r  m illio ns  o f  us to  ask, because we see the  w orkers  
divided by re lig ion , race, n a tio n a lity , sex and ‘‘classes o f w o rk .”  
And the w o rs t o f i t  is th a t you don’t  see any b ig  changes ta k in g  
place fro m  day to  day.

People s t i l l  go on ta lk in g  the c a p ita lis ts ’ crap. The colored and 
w h ite  don’t  seem any closer together. The ig n o ra n t don’t  seem to 
be any sm arter.

B u t do you rem em ber how i t  was before the  b ig  s trikes?  
Remember how H a rry  Johnson and Lou ie  the stum p jum pe r were 
taken o f f  w e ld ing  and given day-w ork  jobs because they  were 
g e ttin g  too  old to  keep up w ith  the new guys? Remember how 
Johnny D y lek used to  lis te n  to  Stebbs y e ll a t h im , and never say a 
word ? Remember how they  fired a new fe llo w  fo r  com ing in  la te  a 
few  tim es? T h a t was before the  b ig  s trike .

A  lo t o f th in g s  happened before the b ig  s tr ik e  th a t w ent in to  
ou r m inds and stayed the re  w ith o u t us re a liz in g  it .  The forem an 
would p ick on us and we w ou ldn ’t  say an y th in g —o r  no t ve ry  much. 
O f course Stebbs was h it  so bad he w ent to  the hosp ita l once. B u t 
poor Tony go t a week o f f  and we a ll considered h im  lucky  not to  ge t 
fired. B u t m a in ly  w e took it .  We took  a ll th e ir  crap. E verybody ’s—  
fro m  H aw kshaw  in  the  f ro n t  o ffice r ig h t  down to  P ile - it-h ig h  
Patterson, the stooge.

A nd we had p len ty  o f pre jud ice , too. The Poles couldn’t  ge t 
a long w ith  the Ita lia n s , and vice-versa. A nd  i t  happened there  was 

a couple o f fam ilies  o f Swedes re la ted to  the’ boss. So we fig u re d  
(hey were no good, too. Three o r fo u r  colored fe llow s  had the  w o rs t 
jobs o f a ll— and somehow we figu red th a t was w h a t they deserved.

LABO R U N IT Y  SEEM ED  IM P O S S IB L E
How  could you ever ge t a bunch o f people lik e  us in to  a un ion? 

You could ta lk  to us day a fte r  day— b u t i t  wasn’t  any use. No s ir !  
We were too superio r in  ou r ignorance and pre jud ice . No union was 
go ing to  make troub le  w ith  us. W e had enough troub les as i t  was!

O nly S lim  and S ho rty  and old Pop P h ilib e r w ou ld  jo in . They 
were the  on ly  members fo r  the  longest tim e. And everybody tho ugh t 
they were crazy. E specia lly  S lim , because he did so much ta lk in g  
he was ta k in g  his job  in  his hands. T im es were tough. A nd  th a t 
was lik e  ta k in g  y o u r l i fe  in  y o u r hands.

W e ll, S lim  kep t on ta lk in g . The bosses kep t on be ing tough. 
We kep t on ta k in g  it .  A nd i t  seemed lik e  i t  was go ing on lik e  th a t 
fo reve r. Then one day S lim  g o t fired.

B A N G ! The whole shop w ent ou t the  gate. Everybody. Ita lia n s , 
Swedes, Poles, Negroes. Louie the stum p ju m pe r— and evein Scissor­
b ill Sam. And a ll the  shops a t the  o ther end came ou t too. They had 
the same experiences we had. A nd  they  fe lt  th e  same way. 
Thousand's and thousands o f us poured ou t on the h ighw ay. W e fe lt  
ou r power. The union had come to  stay.

I t  was so sudden and complete, i t  seemed lik e  m agic. B u t i t  
wasn’t. I t  was the  fina l sum o f a l l we learned and a ll we w ent 
th rough . We had never begun to  add i t  up when i t  was happening. 
B u t i t  was a ll there w a it in g  fo r  us to  add i t  up. A nd i t  added up to 
one th in g — S T R IK E .

The whole w o rk in g  class is lik e  the fe llow s  in  our p lan t. A l l  
th a t they have gone th rough , and have go t to go th rough , is adding 
up. They m ay no t know  it ,  any more tha n  we did, before the s tr ike , 
b u t i t ’s there. I t ’s g row ing . A nd  i t ’s go ing  to  add up to  one th in g .
The socialist revolution.

"Sit-In "  Wins Concessions 
For Bell Aircraft Workers

B U F F A L O , N . Y . —  The “ s it-  
in ”  dem onstra tion a t the  B u ffa lo  
N ia g a ra  F a lls  p lan ts  o f the B ell 
A ir c ra f t  Corpora tion on M ay 28, 
la s tin g  more than  12 hours and 
in vo lv in g  over 1000 w orkers, has 
Resulted in a p a r tia l v ic to ry . The 
p ro tes t w h ich took place because 
6 f the la y o ffs  and company v io la ­
tions o f the  con tract, forced m an­
agement to  re tre a t fro m  its  p re ­
v ious ly  announced in te n tio n  to 
frake  8.000 w orkers  w a it  a week 
6 r m ore fo r  th e ir  la y o ff  notices. 
The m il ita n t  action compelled the 
éompany to  move s w if t ly  and by 
the end o f the  fo llo w in g  day 
those to  be la id  o f f  were notified.

Repeated pleas fro m  In te rn a ­
tio n a l and Local un ion o ffic ia ls  
fa iled  d u rin g  the n ig h t to  budge 
inembers o f Local 501, U .A .W ., 
fHO fro m  th e ir  in te n tio n  to  re ­
fra in  in  the  p la n t u n t il th e ir  de­
mands were granted. These de­
mands were th a t la id -o ff  w orkers 
should receive th e ir  notices w ith ­
ou t delay, fo r  the 40-hour week 
tv ith  48 hours pay, ahd th a t the 
tom pany abide by the  con tract 
provis ions on la y o ffs  and sen ior­
ity .  A n  add itiona l demand was 
added when the w orkers  learned 
the company was p repa ring  a l is t  
6 f those p a rtic ip a tin g  in the p ro ­
test. The w orkers insisted th a t 
the company take no d isc ip lin a ry  
action.

feOSSES B R E A K  W O R D
W hile  the p ro tes t was in  pro-

fress, un ion and company o f- 
cia ls were m eeting continuously. 

F in a lly , un ion o ffic ia ls  to ld  the 
w orkers th a t the  company had 
agreed to  drop the issue o f d is­
c ip lin a ry  action and would nego­
tia te  the  o ther demands p ro v id ­
in g  the w orkers le f t  the  shop. 
E ve n tu a lly  t h e  w orkers  le ft .  
W hen the un ion representatives 
fre t  w ith  the  com pany o ffic ia ls  
la te r in  the day, the  company, 
o f course, w en t back on its  word 
and broke o f f  negotiations.

The company is con tinu ing  its  
cam paign o f con trac t v io la tio n  in  
an e f fo r t  to  smash the union. 
A d d itio n a l se n io rity  v io la tions 
a n d  a ttem pts  a t w a ge -cu tting  
take place every day w h ile  the 
m a jo r ity  o f the w orkers  s t i l l  in  
the em ploy o f B e ll a re  ou t o f the

p la n t d u rin g  the w eek-long in ­
ven to ry  period.

A  series o f  m eetings has been 
held by  the un ion in  the past few  
days. B o th  the  Steward Body 
and the  Executive Board as w e ll 
as the  m em bership are on record 
to take  w hatever action  is neces­
sa ry  to  beat o f f  the  a tta ck  o f 
the com pany and to  prevent the  
v ic tim iz a tio n  o f  the w orkers  who 
engaged in the pro test. I t  is cer­
ta in  th a t when the w orkers  re ­
tu rn  to  the p lan t on June 6, any 
a ttem p t on the p a r t o f the com­
pany to  f ire  o r o therw ise d isc i­
p line  members o f the  un ion w i l l  
be m et w ith  m ost v igorous op­
position.

C A L L  FOR SUPPO RT
The B ell Local has been appeal­

in g  fo r  support fro m  o the r C IO  
unions in  th is  area. I t  m a in ­
ta ins  th a t i f  the B e ll C orpora tion  
gets aw ay w ith  v io la tin g  the con­
tra c t and us ing the la y o f f  to  un­
derm ine the Local, th a t no un ion 
in  the whole area w i l l  be safe. 
H ugh Thompson, CIO  reg iona l 
d ire c to r who w orks closely w ith  
the S ta lin is t-co n tro lled  G reater 
B u ffa lo  In d u s tr ia l U n ion  Council 
CIO, has been dodg ing the issue. 
So fa r  the  on ly  s ta tem ent he has 
issued called fo r  a  40-hour week 
w ith  48 hours pay bu t made no 
m ention o f the B ell la y o ffs  o r the 
company a tta ck  on the U n ion.

------------------------------------------------------------- ---- N

DETROIT
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June 10

'What Next for the USSR?'
Speaker: E. K E N N E D Y

June 17

'Debs and the American 
Railway Union

Speaker: R. B R A D Y
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Tokyo Bombings K ill Millions Of Civilians
By Joseph Hansen

A  g r is ly  sign o f the s w if t  advance o f tw en tie th  cen tury barbar-. 
ism  is the b u rn ing  to  death o f countless hum an beings in  Japan. 
F if ty -o n e  square m iles in  Tokyo, an area tw ice  as g re a t as New 
Y o rk ’s M anhattan Is land and much m ore densely populated, have 
been burned ou t by f ire  bombs. O ther Japanese cities are being 
s im ila r ly  ob lite ra ted and th e ir  in hab itan ts  incinerated.

F rom  the M ay 31 press reports  o f M aj. Gen. C u rtis  E. Le M ay ’s 
“ sum m ary”  o f w h a t U n ited  States bombers “ had done to Tokyo 
in  s ix  separate a ttacks over a period o f three m onths,”  we piece 
toge the r the fo llo w in g  b lood-ch illing  item s:

H E L P LE S S  P E O P LE  P E R IS H  IN  F L A M E S
The f irs t  b ig  incendiary a ttack  was ordered fo r  M arch 10. The 

area circ led fo r  death on the m il ita ry  map was the heart o f the 
“ shopping d is tr ic t.”  “ M any more than  one w il l  ever know  m ust have 
perished in  the flam es. . . I t  took on ly  three hours fo r  fifteen  square 
m iles o f the c ity  to become a ra g in g  in fe rno .”

In  the succeeding ra ids the m ost populous areas were again 
m arked as the ta rg e t. “ The attacks th is  past week burned w ith  
s im ila r  speed and destructive  resu lts and i t  is possible th a t 1,000,000 
o r maybe even tw ice  th a t num ber o f the E m peror’s subjects, 
perished.”  M A Y B E  E V E N  T W IC E  T H A T  N U M B E R — in these five 
casual words W a ll S tree t’s press sums up the value i t  places upon 
the lives o f 2,000,000 human beings!

The press account o f th is  s laughter reads like  the rou tine  report 
o f a governm ent agency on the exte rm ina tion  o f v e rm in : “ The 
popu lation concentration in th a t area runs, o r ra th e r ran, between 
75,000 and 110,000 persons per square m ile, one o f the highest 
concentrations o f popu lation in the w orld . Thus, in the fifty -o n e  m iles 
burned to  ashes there lived approx im ate ly  4,500,000 o f T okyo ’s 
7,000,000 people. None o f them could be liv in g  in  th a t area now i f  
the p ic tures te ll the s to ry .”

Indescribable scenes o f masses o f poor fam ilies  trapped in 
s w ir lin g  flam es are noncha lantly  dismissed in  a couple o f speculative 
sentences: “ M any hundreds o f thousands m ust have been 
evacuated . . .  bu t m any more m ust have fle d  w ith  on ly m inutes to 
spare. . .”

The callous nonchalance w ith  which the m il ita r is t ,  butchers te ll 
how they engineered the m ost f r ig h t fu l catastrophe ever recorded 
indicates the m ora l decay o f c a p ita lis t “ c iv iliz a tio n ” : “ O ur B-29 
o ffic ia ls  a ttr ib u te  the success o f the incend ia ry  a tta ck  to  tw o  factors. 
The f irs t  is the care th a t goes in to  the  p lann ing  o f  them .”  The second 
fa c to r is the w ind which “ fans the flam es, w h ips th e ir  f ire -fig h tin g  
e ffo rts , carries destruction  over th e ir  fire-breaks and leaves them 
w ith  the  convic tion th a t th e ir  gods have forsaken them .”

W A L L  S T R E E T  G LO A TS  O VER HORROR
The W a ll S tree t “ gods”  who have a t th e ir  disposal the B-29 

bomber m ust indeed rub  th e ir  p lum p w h ite  hands a t th is  carnage. 
F o r they have smelled bu rn ing  human flesh as no o ther gods before 
them. “ We le f t  Yokoham a bu rn ing  block a fte r  b lock,”  said one 
gunner. “ Smoke w'as r is in g  as h igh  as 20,000 fee t.”  The c a p ita lis t 
press g loa ts over the  man-made ho rro r.

In  ancient tim es, newborn in fa n ts  on cerem onial occasions were 
o ffe red up in  worsh ip  to the dread god Moloch. D u ring  the In q u is i­
tion , alleged enemies o f the Church were burned a t the stake fo r 
the g reater g lo ry  o f the prince o f peace. B u t a ll the ho rro rs  tha t 
have blotched the pages o f human h is to ry  were am ateur beginnings 
in  brutishness compared to the planned bu rn ing  o f women, children

and old men in  Japan fo r the sake o f im p e ria lis t p ro fits  and plunder.
A nd these ca lcu la ting  monsters who doom m illio ns  to  perish in 

flam es are the same ones who boasted th a t on ly the A x is  bombed 
c iv ilians , th a t on ly  fasc is ts  would stoop to  cold-blooded slaughter 
o f non-com batants!

BLAME AN INHUMAN SYSTEM 
NOT THE 'INHUMAN RATS’!
A reader of The M ilitan t has sent us a letter which shows 

the extent to which many American workers, unthinkingly, ac­
cept the poison propaganda of the Wall Street plutocratic press 
directed against the Japanese nation. We print the letter, to­
gether with our own comments, in order to bring to the light of 
day the real truth about the horrors of the Pacific war and to 
place the responsibility for these horrors where it belongs — 
upon the capitalist ruling classes in both Japan and America.

The Letter
E d ito r:

H a v ing  read over tw o copies o f The M ilita n t, I find th a t most 
o f the artic les  are v e ry  in te res ting , w ith  the exception o f one which 
was w r itte n  in fa v o r o f the Japanese. I  can see no th ing  about them 
th a t -could c lass ify  them as human beings. The in fo rm a tio n  on 
which I  base m y view  is the eye-witness accounts o f a fr ie n d  o f mine 
who served on one o f the Pacific isles. As i t  stands, they are no th ing 
bu t inhum an ra ts.

R. F. Magnuson 
S tillw a te r, M inn.

Comments by The Militant7
1. The M il ita n t  does no t defend the Japanese na tion  as a 

whole. I t  defends the in terests o f the Japanese w orkers  and peasants, 
in  and out o f un ifo rm , ju s t as i t  defends the in te rests o f Am erican 
w orkers and farm ers, w hethe r in  o r ou t o f un ifo rm . I t  opposes the 
Japanese lords and cap ita lis ts  and m ilita r is ts , ju s t  as i t  opposes 
the c a p ita lis t ru lin g  classes o f Am erica, B r ita in , Germ any and every 
o ther country .

* * *

2. The impressions o f in d iv idua l soldier's in  the Pacific m ust 
be received w ith  thet greatest caution. A s soon as Am erican boys 
enter m il i ta r y  tra in in g , they  are subjected to  “ in do c trina tio n ”  b y ' 
o ffice rs  drawn fro m  the ru l in g  class o f Am erica. These officers 
teach them  to hate and despise the Japanese by h a rp ing  on th e ir  
color, th e ir  physical appearance and th e ir  na tiona l customs. W h ile  the 
peaceful A m erican w o rke r o r fa rm e r is converted step by step in to  
an aggressive k il le r , the man he is destined to k i l l  is  p ic tu red to 
him  as an “ inhum an ra t.”  Thus long before he ever meets Japanese 
soldiers, the A m erican so ld ier has been m en ta lly  conditioned to 
loath and detest his “ enemy.”

*  *  *

3. When the A m erican sold ier fin a lly  encounters Japanese 
soldiers, he sees th a t they are indeed o f  d iffe re n t color and physical 
appearance, th a t they speak a strange language and observe habits

and customs d iffe re n t fro m  those back home. Is i t  odd th a t the 
res t o f the in doc trina tion  course should likew ise seem true  and th a t 
the A m erican so ld ier re a lly  th in ks  he is up against/ a na tion  o f 
crue l savages ?

* » *

4. The Japanese so ld ie r has been s im ila r ly  indoctrina ted against 
A m erican soldiers. He has been tra ined to believe th a t the w h ite  
Am ericans w ith  th e ir  odd customs, odd language and odd physica l 
appearance are “ inhum an ra ts ”  who do not take prisoners. Conse­
quen tly  he figh ts, when outnum bered o r surrounded, w ith  the b itte r  
fu ry  o f hopelessness and despair. T h a t is w hy the w a r in  the 
Pacific has become so ferocious.

*  *  *

5. B u t when has w a r ever been an y th ing  bu t “ inhum an?”  
A re  the methods o f s laugh te r practised by Am erican o r B ritish  
cap ita lism  more “ gen tlem an ly ”  than those o f the Japanese? Is i t  
humane to  burn  Japanese soldiers to a crisp w ith  flam e th row ers, to 
w ipe ou t hundreds o f thousands o f Japanese c iv ilia ns  w ith  f ire ­
bombs— and cruel fo r  a Japanese to  set a booby-trap o r behead an 
Am erican sold ier? A lso, le t us not fo rg e t th a t i t  was western ca p ita l­
ism w hich ta u g h t modern w a rfa re  to  the Japanese ru lin g  class and 
set the example o f bloody im p e ria lis t conquest.

*  *  *

6. When we T ro tsky is ts  see o r read about the a troc ities  o f 
war, we do no t condemn the na tion  to  w h ich the pe rpe tra to rs  belong. 
N o r do we become enraged a t the mass o f soldiers o f th a t nation. 
W ar its e lf  is the supreme crim e fro m  w hich a ll a troc itie s  flow . W ar 
is the product o f cap ita lism . The rea l c rim ina ls  in  each coun try  are 
the ru lin g  cap ita lis ts , a t in y  m in o r ity  o f  the popu la tion  w h ich sets 
nation aga inst na tion in  a mad scram ble fo r  m arke ts and p ro fits . 
The soldiers in each camp are tra ined  and commanded to  k i l l .  They 
are the ins trum en ts  b u t no t the  rea l au thors o f w a r ’s barbarism .

*  *  *

7. The t ru th  w h ich  the  h ired propagandists o f cap ita lism  t r y  
to hide is th a t the  Japanese masses, w orkers  and poor farm eirs, were 
forced in to  th is  w a r ve ry  much aga inst th e ir  w il l,  ju s t lik e  the 
Am erican w orkers and poor fa rm ers. Japanese prisons are crowded 
w ith  p o lit ic a l prisoners, men and women who protested aga inst the 
policies o f th e ir  ru lin g  class. The Japanese people are N O T ba rba r­
ous savages. They are by na ture  ju s t as peaceable, ju s t  as k in d ly , 
ju s t as fu n -lo v in g  as any o ther nation.

*  *  *

8. Barbarism  and c ru e lty  are sp read ing /over the en tire  earth , 
not because some nations are “ inhum an ra ts ”  w h ile  others are 
c iv ilized  human beings, bu t because nations are p itte d  aga ins t one 
another in  bloody combat by the  ru le rs  o f the decayed ca p ita lis t 
systetn. A l l  peoples w an t peace. B u t unless the  v ic tim s  o f w ar, the 
to il in g  people o f  every country , p u t an end to  th is  decayed system, 
there w ill be more te rr ib le  wars, ferocious, crue l, devastating. 
M ankind w il l  descend in to  another D a rk  Age.

* » *

9. B y p rom oting  race hatred, the ca p ita lis t ru le rs  keep the 
w o rk in g  people o f d iffe re n t lands div ided and hostile  to  one another. 
In th a t w ay the cap ita lis ts  can continue to  ru le  the w o rld  and plunge 
hum an ity  in to  h o rrib le  wars. T h a t is w hy  i t  is necessary to  expose 
the lies o f race hatred, so th a t w orkers in  every land m ay un ite  
aga inst cap ita lism  and s trugg le  toge ther fo r  a be tte r soc ia lis t w orld . 
T h a t is w h y  The M il ita n t  defends the te r r ib ly  slandered w orkers 
and poor fa rm ers  o f Japan.

ANGRY VETERANS RAID 
PARIS CLOTHING STORES

French workers reluming 
from captivity in Germany are 
beginning to help themselves 
from the shelves of clothing 
stores in Paris. Many of them 
had been wandering the streets 
in tatters since their release, 
still clad in the striped convict 
garb issued by the Nazis.

Ind iv id u a l re turned prisoners 
began by sm ashing shop windows. 
Crowds gathered to  w atch one 
o r tw o help themselves to  the 
c lo th ing  on display. When police 
attem pted to  in te rfe re , the sym ­
pathetic crowd form ed a compact 
cordon about the w indow. The 
au tho ritie s  decided to  “ close then- 
eyes.”

H E L P IN G  T H E M S E LV E S
The next step was group action 

by the re tu rned  prisoners. Squads 
began en te ring  c lo th ing  stores. 
They presented th e ir  id e n tity  
cards, selected w ha t they wanted 
in the w ay o f shoes and su its  and 
to ld  the management as they 
walked out, “ Send the b ills  to 
the M in is try  fo r  P risoners.”

The De Gaulle reg im e has 
shown l i t t le  in te res t in  p rov id ing  
the re turned w orkers  w ith  food, 
c lo th in g  and liv in g  quarters. Sup­
plies are u t te r ly  inadequate. 
A bou t 1,000,000 men and women 
have already been re tu rned ; more 
are com ing a t the ra te  o f 10,000 
a day. The num ber o f su its  a v a il­
able is no t more than  200,000-— 
less than one s u it fo r  every five 
prisoners. M oreover, the poor peo­
ple o f F rance in  the las t years 
have su ffe red  fro m  c lo th ing  
shortage to  such an exten t th a t 
patched rags are common garb.

Prices on the black m arke t fo r  
c lo th in g  have skyrocketed to 
fan ta s tic  he ights and the black 
m arke t its e lf  has been swept 
p ra c tic a lly  clean. Conditions are. 
bound to  worsen w ith  the ap­
proach o f w in te r, especially w ith  
re lie f fro m  the U n ited  States held 
down to  a m iserable tr ick le .

W A R N IN G  S IG N A L
A lre ad y  crowds o f thousands o f 

re tu rned  prisoners have begun 
dem onstra ting  in  Paris, demand­
in g  clothes. A ccord ing to  an 
Associated Press dispatch o f M ay 

30, a dem onstra tion marched down 
the Boulevard Sebastopol shout­

ing, “ Down w ith  the Jews.”  Th is 
is a m ost ominous sign, fo r  i t  
shows the beginnings o f a reac­
tio n a ry  trend th a t  can have 
te rr ib le  consequences fo r  France.

The De Gaulle reg im e, mean­
while , is m ost concerned about 
recovering its  g r ip  on the p re ­
w a r French colonial em pire. To 
accomplish th is  aim , i t  has 
d iverted the m a jo r po rtion  o f its  
lim ite d  resources to  the construc­
tion  o f a new arm y. A lready  
bombs* are being dropped on the 
colonial people o f A lg e ria  and 
S yria , w h ile  a t home the condi­
tions o f the people s tead ily  
de terio rate.

The reactionary' De Gaulle 
regim e, fa r  fro m  o rgan iz ing  the 
m anufacture  o f needed goods, is 
conscrip ting  in to  the a rm y  French 
youths who survived the w a r. I ts  
exp lanation fo r  conscrip tion and 
huge m il ita ry  appropria tions is 
the “ need”  to  raise forces to 
f ig h t Japan. “ T h is  is not on ly  a 
m a tte r o f reconquering ou r 
possessions in  Indo-China, bu t 
also o f s tand ing  shoulder to  
shoulder w ith  our A m erican 
a llies ,”  declared the M in is te r o f 
W ar on M ay 30.

W A R  D E V A S T A T IO N
The destruction  in flic te d  by the 

w a r on F rench in d u s try  is  
colossal. I t  w i l l  take decades.to 
c lear aw ay the wreckage and to 
rebu ild  the gu tted  factories. A 
s im ila r  problem  faces the French 
people in a g ricu ltu re . D a iry  herds 
were d riven  o f f  by the con­
querors; beef ca ttle  were s laugh t­
ered. F ie lds are sown w ith  m il­
lions o f mines. T ransp o rta tio n  
craw ls a long a t sn a il’s pace, b y ­
passing blown up bridges and 
wrecked ro llin g  stock.

O nly by in s t itu t in g  a planned 
economy can France hope to 
overcome the te r r if ic  devastation 
o f the w a r and reconstruct tho 
ru ined industries. B u t w ith  a 
reg im e whose hands are closing 
on the th ro a t o f the w o rk in g  class 
w h ile  its  head is filled  w ith  insane 
delusions about conquest and 
em pire, F rance w il l  on ly  p lunge 
deeper in to  the abyss.
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The History Of American Trotskyism
THE DEADLY VIRUS OF ULTRA - LEFTISM 

IN A M ER IC A N  C O M M U N ISM 'S  EARLY DAYS
By James P. Cannon

In  previous installments Comrade Cannon described the 
emergence of the early American Communist Party out of the left 
wing of the Socialist. Parly in 19(9. forced underground by the 
post-war anti-red terror,“the Communist Party was separated 
from the mass movement. I t  became ultra-radical, " ultra-left 
scorning parliamentary action and even regarding underground 
work as a “ revolutionary principle.’’ This is the th ird install­
ment, from Chapter I.

*  *  *

A f te r  a person experiences both underground and open p o li­
t ic a l organ iza tion , he can easily  convince h im se lf th a t the m ost 
economical, the m ost advantageous is the open ope. I t  is  the easiest 
w ay  o f com ing in  con tact w ith  w orkers, the easiest w ay o f m aking  
converts. Consequently, a genuine Bolshevik, even in  tim es o f 
sharpest persecution, tr ie s  always to  grasp and u tiliz e  every pos­
s ib il i ty  to  fun c tion  in the open. I f  he can’t  say eve ry th in g  he wants 
to  say openly, he w il l  say as much as he can— and supplem ent 
lega l propaganda by o the r methods.

In  the ea rly  Com m unist movement, before we had p rope rly  as­
s im ila ted  the w r it in g s  and teachings o f the leaders o f the Russian 
Revolu tion , a tendency g rew  up to  regard the underground p a rty  
as a p rinc ip le . A s tim e  w ent on and the wave o f reaction receded, 
poss ib ilities  fo r  legal ac tiv itie s  opened up. B u t trem endous fa c tio n ­
al s trugg les were necessary before the p a rty  took the s ligh tes t 
step in  the d irec tion  o f le ga liz ing  its e lf. The absolute ly  incred ib le 
idea th a t the p a rty  can’t  be revo lu tiona ry  unless i t  is  il le g a l was 
a c tu a lly  accepted by the m a jo r ity  in  the Com m unist movement 
in  1921 and ea rly  1922.

Virus o f U ltra -Leftism
On the trade union question “ rad ica lism ”  held sway, too. I t  is 

a te rr ib le  v irus, th is  u ltra - le ft is m . I t  th rives  best in an isolated 
movement. T h a t’s a lw ays where you fin d  i t  a t its  w ors t— in  a 
movement tha t is  isolated from  the masses, gets no corrective  from  
the masses. You see i t  in  these s p lit-o ffs  from  the T ro tsky is t 
movem ent— our own “ luna tic  fr in g e .”  The less people lis te n  to  them, 
the  less e ffec t th e ir  words have on the course o f human events, 
the  more extrem e and unreasonable and hyste rica l they become in 
th e ir  fo rm u la tions .

The trade union question was on the agenda o f the f i r s t  under­
ground convention o f the Com m unist movement. Th is convention 
celebrated a s p lit and a un ifica tio n  too. A  fac tion  headed by Ruth- 
enberg had s p lit  aw ay fro m  the Com m unist P a rty , dom inated by 
the fo re ign -language groups. The Ruthenberg fac tio n  m et in  jo in t 
convention w ith  the Com m unist Labor P a rty  to  fo rm  a new organ­
iza tion  called the U n ited  C om m unist P a r ty  in  M ay 1920 a t B ridge- 
man, M ich igan. (T h is  is no t to be confused w ith  ano the r conven­
tio n  a t B ridgem an in A ug us t 1922 which was raided by the police.) 
The U n ited  Com m unist P a rty  gained the upper hand* and merged 
w ith  the rem a in ing  h a lf  o f the o r ig in a l Com m unist P a rty  a year 
la te r.

The 1920 Convention, I  rem em ber ve ry  d is tin c tly , adopted a 
reso lu tion  on the trade union question. In  the l ig h t  o f w ha t has 
been learned in the T ro ts k y is t movement, i t  would m ake-you r h a ir 
stand on end. T h is  reso lu tion called fo r  “ boycott”  o f the A m erican 
Federation o f Labor. I t  stated th a t a p a rty  m ember who “ is com­
pelled by job  necessity”  to belong to the A F L  should w ork  there in  
the  same w ay th a t a Com m unist w orks in a bourgeois Congress—  
no t to  bu ild  i t  up but to  b low  i t  up fro m  w ith in . T h a t nonsense was 
la te r  corrected along w ith  m any o ther th ings. M any people who 
com m itted these s tup id ities  la te r learned and did be tte r in  the p o li­
t ic a l movement.

F o llo w in g  the Russian revo lu tion  the young generation, re ­
v o lt in g  aga inst op po rtu n is t be traya ls  o f the Social Dem ocrats, took 
rad ica lism  in  too big  doses. Lenin and T ro tsky  led the “ R ig h t 
W in g ” — th a t is w h a t they dem onstra tive ly  called th e ir  tendency—  
a t the T h ird  W orld  Congress o f the C om m unist In te rn a tio n a l in  
1921. Lenin w ro te  his pamphlet., The In fa n tile  Sickness o f L e ft 
Communism, directed aga inst the German le ft is ts , ta k in g  up ques­

tions o f pa rliam en ta rian ism , trade un ionism , etc. Th is pam phlet, 
together w ith  the Congress decisions, d id  a g re a t deal in  the course 
o f tim e  to  liqu ida te  the le f t is t  tendency in  the e a rly  Com intern.

I  don’t  a t a ll w an t to  p ic tu re  the found ing  o f Am erican Com­
m unism  as a circus, as the side-line ph ilis tines  do. I t  w asn 't, by  any 
means. There were pos itive  sides to  the movement, and the posi­
tive  sides predom inated. I t  was composed o f thousands o f courage­
ous and devoted revo lu tion is ts  w i ll in g  to make sacrifices and take 
risks  fo r  the movement. In  spite o f a ll th e ir  m istakes, they  b u ilt  a 
p a rty  the like  o f which had never been seen in th is  coun try  before; 
th a t is, a p a rty  founded on a M a rx is t program , w ith  a professional 
leadership and discip lined ranks. Those w ho jw en t th rou gh  the period 
o f the underground p a r ty  acquired habits  o f d iscip line and learned 
methods o f w o rk  w h ich  were to p lay  a g re a t ro le  in  the subsequent 
h is to ry  o f the movement. W e are b u ild in g  on those foundations.

They learned to  take program  seriously. They learned to  do 
away fo r  ever w ith  the idea th a t a revo lu tiona ry  movement, a im ­
ing  at power, can be led by people who practice socialism  as an 
avocation. The leader typ ica l o f the old Socia lis t P a rty  was a law yer 
prac tis ing  law , o r a preacher p ra c tis in g  preaching, o r a w r ite r , 
or a professional man o f one k ind  o r another, who condescended 
to  come around and make a speech once in  a w h ile . The fu ll- t im e  
functionaries  were m ere ly hacks who did the d ir ty  w o rk  and had 
no rea l in fluence in  the p a rty . The gap between the rank and f i le  
workers, w ith  th e ir  revo lu tiona ry  im pulses and desires, and, the 
petty-bourgeo is dabblers a t the top was tremendous.

The ea rly  Com m unist P a rty  broke aw ay fro m  a ll th a t, and 
was able to do i t  easily because no t one o f the old type  leaders 
came over wholehearted ly to  the support o f the Russian revo lu tion . 
The p a rty  had to  th ro w  up new leaders out o f the ranks, and fro m  
the ve ry  beginning the p rinc ip le  was la id  down th a t these leaders 
m ust be professional w o rkers  fo r  the p a rty , m ust p u t th e ir  whole 
tim e and th e ir  whole lives a t the disposal o f the p a rty . I f  one is 
th in k in g  o f a p a rty  th a t aim s to  lead the w orkers in a rea l s trugg le  
fo r power, then no o ther type  o f leadership is w o rth  considering.

The W o rk  o f Education
In  the underground the w o rk  o f education, o f ass im ila ting  the 

w r itin g s  o f the Russian leaders, w en t on. Lenin, T ro tsky , Z inoviev, 
Radek, B ukh a rin— these were our teachers. We began to be edu­
cated in  an e n tire ly  d iffe re n t s p ir it  fro m  the old lackadais ical So­
c ia lis t P a rty — in  the s p ir it  o f revo lu tion is ts  who take ideas and p ro ­
gram  ve ry  seriously. The movement had an in tensive in te rna l life , 
a ll the moi'e so because i t  was isolated and driven  back upon itse lf. 
Faction s trugg les were fie rce  and long draw n out.

The m ovem ent began to stagnate in the underground b lind  
a lley. A  few  o f us in the leadership began to seek a w ay out, a 
way to approach the Am erican w orkers by lega l means. These 
e ffo r ts  were resisted fie rce ly . We form ed a new faction . Love- 
stone was closely associated w ith  me in the leadership o f th is  fa c ­
tion . L a te r we were jo ined by R uthenberg upon his release fro m  
prison in the sp ring  o f 1922.

F o r a year and a h a lf, tw o years, th is  s trugg le  continued un­
abated, the f ig h t  fo r  the lega liza tion  o f the movement. Resolute 
positive s trugg le  on our side, equa lly  determ ined resistance on the 
o ther by people convinced in th e ir  bones th a t th is  s ign ified  some 
k ind  o f be traya l. F in a lly  in December 1921, having a slender m a jo r­
i t y  in the Centra l C om m ittee, we began to move, ta k in g  one care­
fu l step a t a tim e, tow ards le g a lity .

We couldn’t  legalize the p a rty  as such, the  resistance in  the 
ranks was s t i l l  too strong , bu t we did organize some lega l groups

fo r  ho ld ing lectures. W e next called a convention to  federate these 
groups in to  a cen tra l body called th'e Am erican Labor A lliance, 
which we converted in to  a propaganda organ iza tion . Then in  De­
cember 1921, we resorted to the device o f o rgan iz ing  the W orkers 
P a rty  as an open, lega l o rgan iza tion  in  add ition  to the  underground 
Com m unist P a rty . We could no t dispense w ith  tfie  la tte r. I t  was 
no t possible to ge t a m a jo r ity  to  agree to th a t, bu t a compromise 
was effected whereby w h ile  re ta in in g  the underground p a rty , we 
set up the W orkers  P a rty  as a lega l extension. Tw o o r three tho u ­
sand die-hard undergrounders revo lted aga inst even th is  m akesh ift 
move tow ard le g a lity , s p lit  aw ay and form ed th e ir  own organ iza­
tion .

W e continued w ith  tw o  pa rties— a lega l and an ille g a l one. The 
W orkers P a rty  had a ve ry  lim ite d  program , b u t i t  became the me­
dium  th rough  which a ll ou r lega l public a c t iv ity  was carried  on. 
C ontro l rested in  the underground Com m unist P a rty . The W orkers 
P a rty  encountered no persecution. The reactionary wave had passed, 
a lib e ra lis tic  p o litica l mood prevailed in  W ashington and in  the  rest 
o f the country. We were able to hold public meetings and lectures, 
publish newspapers, pa rtic ip a te  in  election campaigns, etc. Then the 
question arose, did we need th is  encumbrance of tw o parties? We 
wanted to liqu ida te  the underground organ iza tion , concentrate a ll 
our a c tiv ity  in the legal pa rty , and take a chance on fu r th e r  per­
secution. We m et renewed opposition.

The f ig h t  w en t on u n in te rru p te d ly  u n t il we f in a lly  appealed 
the m a tte r to  the Com m unist In te rn a tio n a l a t the F ou rth  Congress 
in 1922. A t  th a t Congress I  was the representative o f the “ liq u id a ­
to rs ”  fac tion , as we were called. T h is  name comes fro m  the h is to ry  
o f Bolshevism. A t  one tim e  fo llo w in g  the de feat o f the 1905 revo­
lu tion , a section o f the Mensheviks caihe fo rw a rd  w ith  a proposal 
to liqu ida te  the underground p a rty  in Russia and confine a ll a c t iv ity  
to C za ris t “ le g a lity .”  Lenin fo u g h t th is  proposal and its  propo­
nents savagely, because i t  s ig n ifie d  a renunciation o f revo lu tion ­
a ry  w o rk  and organ iza tion . He denounced them  as “ liqu ida to rs .”  So 
n a tu ra lly , when we came fo rw a rd  w ith  a proposal to  liqu ida te  the 
underground p a rty  in  th is  coun try , the le ft is ts  w ith  (.heir m inds in 
Russia m echanically trans fe rre d  Le n in ’s expression and denounced 
us as “ liqu ida to rs .”

Appeal to Fourth  Congress
So we w ent to  Moscow to f ig h t  i t  ou t before the Com m unist 

In te rn a tion a l. T ha t was the f i r s t  tim e  I  m et Comrade T ro tsky . In  
the course o f our s trugg le  w e tr ie d  to ge t support from  in d iv idua l 
members o f the Russian leadership. In  the sum m er and fa l l  o f 1922 
I  spent many m onths in Russia. F o r a long tim e  I  was somewhat 
o f a pariah because th is  cam paign about “ liq u id a to rs ”  had reached 
ahead o f us, and the Russians d idn ’t  w an t to  have a n y th in g  to  do 
w ith  liqu ida to rs . Unacquainted w ith  the s itua tion  in A m erica, they 
tended to  be pre judiced aga inst us. They assumed th a t the p a rty  
had re a lly  been outlaw ed; and when the question was p u t to  them 
they  were inclined to  say o ff-ha nd : “ I f  you cannot do you r w ork  
le ga lly  do i t  ille g a lly , bu t you m ust do you r w o rk .”

B u t th a t wasn’t  re a lly  how m atte rs  stood. The po litica l s itu a ­
tion  in the U n ited  States made a legal Com m unist P a rty  possible. 
T ha t was our contention, and a ll fu r th e r  experience has proved it .  
F in a lly , I  and some other comrades m et w ith  Comrade T ro ts k y  and 
expounded our ideas fo r  about an hour. A f te r  ask ing a few  questions 
when we had finished, he said, “ T ha t is enough. I  w i l l  support the 
‘ liq u id a to rs ’ and I  w i l l  ta lk  to Lenin. I  am sure he w il l  support 
you. A ll the Russians w il l  support you. I t  is ju s t a question o f un ­
derstand ing the p o lit ic a l s itua tion . I t  is  absurd to  b ind ourselves

in an underground s tra it ja c k e t when i t  is not necessary. There is no 
question about th a t.”

We asked i f  he would arrange fo r  us to see Lenin. He to ld  us 
th a t Lenin was i l l  but, i f  necessary, i f  Lenin d id  n o t agree w ith  
him , he’d arrange fo r  us to see him . In  a few days the kno t began 
to unravel. A  Congress Commission was set up on the A m erican 
question and we went before the Commission to  debate. A lready  
the word had passed down th a t T ro ts k y  and Lenin favored the 
“ liq u id a to rs ”  and the tide  was tu rn in g  in  our favo r.

In  the discussion a t the Commission hearing  Z inoviev made a 
b r i l l ia n t  speech on lega l and ille g a l w o rk , d ra w in g  on the vas t 
experience o f the Russian Bolsheviks. I  have never fo rg o tte n  th a t 
speech. The m em ory o f i t  serves our p a r ty  in  good stead to  th is  
day and w il l  do so in  the  fu tu re , I  am sure. Radek and B ukharin  

'spoke along the same lines. These three were in  those days the  rep ­
resentatives o f the Russian C om m unist P a rty  in  the Com intern . 
The delegates o f the o ther parties, a ite r  fu l l  and thorough debate, 
gave complete support to the idea o f le ga liz ing  the  Am erican Com­
m un is t P a rty .

The Party Becomes Legal
W ith  the a u th o r ity  o f the Com intern W o rld  Congress behind the 

de c is io n ,'th e  opposition in the U n ited  States soon subsided. The 
W orkers  P a rty , which had been fo rm ed in  1921 as a lega l extension 
o f the Com m unist P a rty , held another convention, adopted a c leare r 
p rogram  and com ple te ly replaced the underground o rgan iza tion . 
A l l  experience since 1923 has dem onstrated the w isdom  o f th a t de­
cision. The p o lit ic a l s itua tion  here ju s tif ie d  legal o rgan iza tion . I t  
would have been a te rr ib le  ca lam ity  and waste and c r ip p lin g  o f 
revo lu tiona ry  a c t iv ity  to rem ain underground when i t  was no t neces­
sary. I t  is ve ry  im p o rta n t th a t revo lu tion is ts  have the cojurage to 
take those risks  which can’t  be avoided. B u t i t  is equa lly  im p o rta n t, 
I  th in k , th a t they have enough prudence to avoid unnecessary sacri­
fices. The m ain th in g  is to  get the w o rk  done in the m ost economic­
al and expeditious m anner possible.

A  fina l rem ark  on th is  question: One l i t t le  group rem ained un­
reconciled to the lega liza tion  o f the p a rty . They were go ing  to  re ­
main underground in spite o f us. They were no t go ing  to  be tray 
Communism. They had th e ir  headquarters in Boston and a branch 
in Cleveland. E very  once in a w h ile  th rough  the years we would 
hear o f th is  underground group issu ing a pronouncement o f some 
kind.

Seven years la te r, a f te r  we had been expelled from  the Com­
m unist P a rty  and were organ iz ing  the T ro ts k y is t movement, we 
heard th a t th is  group in Boston was somewhat sym pathetic  to  
T ro ts k y is t ideas. T h is  interested us, as we were badly in  need o f 
any support we could get.

On one o f m y v is its  to  Boston the local comrades arranged a 
conference w ith  them. They were ve ry  consp ira to ria l and took us 
in the old underground m anner to the m eeting place. A  fo rm a l 
com m ittee m et us. A f te r  exchanging greetings, the leader said, 
“ Now , Comrade Cook, you te ll us w ha t you r p ropos ition  is .”  Com­
rade “ Cook”  was the pseudonym he know  me by in the underground 
pa rty . He was no t go ing to  t r i f le  w ith  m y legal name in an under­
ground m eeting. I  expla ined w h y  we had been expelled, our p ro ­
gram , etc. They said they were w ill in g  to  discuss the T ro ts k y is t 
program  as the basis fo r  u n ity  in a new p a rty . B u t th e y  wanted 
agreem ent f i r s t  on one po in t: The p a rty  we were go ing to  o rgan ­
ize would have to be an underground o rgan iza tion . So I  passed a few  
jokes w ith  them  and w ent back to  New Y o rk . I  suppose they are s t i l l  
underground.

Now. Comrades, a ll th is  is a sort o f background, an in tro du c­
tion  to the h is to ry  o f our T ro ts k y is t movement. N e x t week I  w il l 
deal w ith  the  fu r th e r  development o f the C om m unist P a rty  in  the 
ea rly  years p r io r  to our expulsion and the recons titu tion  o f the 
movement under the, banner o f T ro tsky ism .

(To  be continued next week)
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Wage-Cuts
E d ito r :  ’

The U . A . W . - C. I. 0 . lo ca lly  
has accepted the down grad ing  
o f w orkers in the a irc ra f t  indus­
t r y .  The S ta lin is t leadership o f 
th is  union has gone fu r th e r  to 
the  r ig h t  in support o f the im ­
p e r ia lis t w a r than  the conserva­
tiv e  leadership o f the In te rn a ­
tio n a l Association o f M ach in ists 

The S ta lin is t U .A .W . leader­
ship has agreed to wage cu ttin g  
in  the indus try . B ut the conser­
va tive  In te rn a tio n a l Association 
o f M ach in ists leadership, under 
the  pressure o f the ran k  and file , 
was forced to w ith d ra w  fro m  the 
Southern C a lif. A ir c ra f t  Indus­
t r y  A rea  Re-study Com m ittee, 
and the W est Coast A irc ra ft  
Com m ittee, a setup o f the W ar 
Labor Board, both o f w h ich  have 
endorsed down g ra d ing  fo r  the 
w orkers  in  the Southern C a lif, 
a irc ra f t  in du s try .

L. T.
Los Angeles

Army 'Democracy'
E d ito r :

I t  is  common knowledge to  
anyone who has served in the 
arm ed forces o f the U n ited 
States th a t democracy is some­
th in g  to  fo rg e t about when he 
has been recru ited . H is fee lings 
tow a rd  the w ar, tow ard the 
peace, o r any in te llig e n t m an i­
fes ta tions  whatsoever are not 
inv ited , and, moreover, i t  is out- 
l ig h t  dangerous to  express them 
openly. I t  is no t the du ty  o f 
cannon-fodder to  th in k , b u t on ly 
to  obey orders.

W e’ve fre q u e n tly  heard, fro m  
so-called candid observers o f the 
lib e ra l press, th a t the Am erican 
“ G .I.”  doesn’t  know  w h a t he’s 
f ig h tin g  fo r.

I  would like  to  quote fro m  one 
so ld ier who had witnessed a real 
discussion group th a t the a rm y 
a llow s on ly  in  “ fa tig u e ”  (she ll­
shock) hosp ita ls :

“ One has on ly to  speak up at 
a discussion m eeting and every­
one flocks to you a f te r  i t  is over 
to  ask ‘w h a t d id  you th in k  o f 
th is , ’ o r ‘w ha t do you th in k  o f 
th a t ’.”

He described a discussion pe­
rio d  held la s t week: “ A  captain 
spoke about the San Francisco 
Conference and w h a t we have to 
look fo rw a rd  to . H is  a ttitu d e  
was th a t we have to be op tim ­
is tic . One o ld -tim e r stood up 
and predicted another w a r w ith ­
in  tw en ty -five  years, aga inst 
Russia —  then he advocated a 
navy double the size o f any o ther 
country , and the like.

“ O f course he was confused, 
b u t at least he d idn ’t  believe the 
soap th a t was being peddled by 
the captain . A t  the end the o f­
ficer walked out, very  much 
chagrined because there wasn’t  
cne so ld ier in the place who 
though t th a t the Conference 
would b rin g  peace.”

Yes, the  so ld ier o f today is old 
enough a t least to  have experi­
enced the a fte rm a th  o f the last 
w a r. He is skep tica l and cynical 
about h igh-sounding phrases.

B. K ingsley 
Cleveland

on. An exam ination  o f any ave r­
age day’s ac tiv itie s  shows th a t 
a t every step the governm ent has 
in te rfe red  to  regu la te  v ir tu a lly  
eve ry th ing . N o th in g  and no one 
is free  from  po litics.

We are in a new period in  the 
development o f (he w o rk ing  peo­
ple. A  g rea t s h ift  is  tak in g  
place. The Am erican w orker is 
not content to be worked six 
long days or n igh ts  a week and 
on Sunday have some preacher 
ca ll him a m iserable sinner and 
th rea ten him w ith  a ll the to r ­
tures o f he ll. He is looking fo r 
a way out o f the te rr ib le  chaos 
o f wars, death, depression and 
unem ploym ent which is a ll cap i­
ta lism  can bring .

The A m erican w o rk in g  class 
has never been corrupted by the 
treachery  o f the Social-Dem o­
crats. The S ta lin is t poison has 
bad its  te rr ib le  e ffects on com- 
ra ra tiv e ly  few  w orkers. The 
w orkers have a g re a t tra d itio n  
o f m ilitancy  and s trugg le . Out 
o f th e ir  ranks a broad la ye r o f 
educated M arx is ts  w ill r ise  to 
take its  place alongside the a l­
ready established T ro ts k y is t 
vanguard.

In  th is  g ro w in g  in te rest in  so­
c ia lis t ideas The M il ita n t  is p la y ­
in g  an im p o rta n t role. I t  
is  t h e  o rgan izer o f  t h e  
new recru its  to the revo lu tion ­
a ry  ranks. M oreover, i t  is the 
M a rx is t educator o f its  new read­
ers. The M ilita n t is  an ind is ­
pensable weapon in  the hands o f 
the w o rk in g  people. They w ill 
read i t  in increasing numbers, 
learn fro m  i t  and con tribu te  
th e ir  knowledge and experience 
to it .  These are necessary steps 
in the b u ild in g  o f the re vo lu tion ­
a ry  p a rty  th a t w i l l  reorganize 
the w o rld  fo r  socialism.

M . A .
New Y ork

Protests Slaughter
E d ito r:

The Soviet U n ion is no longer 
a t w ar. B u t the ca p ita lis t U n ited  
States governm ent is s t i l l  f ig h t­
ing  aga inst the  c a p ita lis t Jap­
anese governm ent. O ur w o rk ing  
class bro thers o f Japan and the 
U n ited  States are dy in g  fo r  the 
sake o f th e ir  ca p ita lis t masters. 
L e t us appeal to  the w orkers 
over the heads o f our govern­
m ent to p u t an end to  th is  
s laughter. I t  is no t our war. We 
no longer f ig h t to preserve the 
gains o f the October Revolution 
in the Sovjet Union.

T h is  is the  tim e  fo r  a bold and 
fearless po licy. Len in  would 
have called fo r  an im m ediate end 
to th is  w ar. We can fo llo w  no 
ether course. I t  is the sacred 
du ty  o f the Socia lis t W orkers 
P a rty  to adopt as its  im m ediate 
s logan— “ Stop the m urder o f our 
w o rk in g  class b ro thers ! End the 
im p e ria lis t w a r !”

J. G.
B rooklyn , N . Y.

Militant Readers
E d ito r:

I  have been fo llo w in g  the M il i­
ta n t sub cam paign w ith  g rea t 
sa tis faction . The addition o f 
thousands o f new readers has an 
im p o rta n t h is to ric  meaning. F o r 
the  f irs t  tim e  in  years in  th is  
country there is a favorab le  mass 
response to, and in te res t in, gen­
uine M arx ism , th a t is, T ro ts k y ­
ism.

H ereto fore  many w orkers  have 
been repelled fro m  po litics  be­
cause o f the stench fro m  the 
g ra f t  and co rru p tio n  th a t comes 
fro m  the  ca p ita lis t parties. So 
w idespread is th is  fee lin g  th a t 
the Dem ocratic and Republican 
p a r ty  candidates fo r  president 
la s t year had to pretend they 
were not seeking the nom ination 
and th a t they m ere ly pe rm itted  
themselves to be “ d ra fte d ”  fo r  o f­
fice.

The present w ar and the depth 
o f the w orld -w ide cris is  make i t  
increas ing ly  d iff ic u lt  fo r  sm ooth­
tongued ca p ita lis t po litic ians to 
hide th e ir  rea l in tentions and 
program . They are forced more 
and more in to  the open where 
everyone can see ju s t w hat in te r­
ests they serve: the W a ll S tree t 
barons.

No man o r woman can escape 
fro m  po litics  today. Those who 
fo r  one reason o r another de­
cline an active, conscious p a rt in  
p o litica l l i fe  thereby surrender 
the r ig h t  to have a voice in  de­
c id ing  th e ir  own fa te . They al 
low  others to  decide th in g s  fo r  
them  and against th e ir  in terests.

P o litics  invades a ll spheres o f 
l i fe  today. O ffic ia ls  decide 
where a man m ay w o rk  (o r 
f ig h t)  and set r ig id  lim its  to  his 
pay. They set prices, taxes, quan­
t it ie s  o f goods to  be produced, 
methods o f d is tr ib u tio n  and so

Appreciation
E d ito r:

M y husband and I both read 
the M il ita n t and have been read­
in g  i t  fo r  a long tim e now. We 
both like  i t  ve ry  much. W hen i t  
was on ly a fo u r page newspaper, 
we used to  f ig h t over w ho’d get 
i t  f irs t.  Then i t  became a six 
page paper and 1 go t the m iddle 
page. B u t even though m y hus­
band reads fa s te r than I  do, we 
d idn ’t,  come out even.

Now i t ’s an e igh t page paper 
and we’re very happy. A s soon 
as The M il ita n t  comes in, he gets 
the outside p a rt and I  get the 
inside. The on ly  troub le  w ith  
th a t is th a t 1 have to read the 
“ continued on the inside”  parts  
to h im  and we s t i l l  don’t  come 
out even. B u t we both agree th a t 
you r new e igh t-pager is be tte r 
than ever. W e’re look ing  fo r ­
w ard to  a ten page M ilita n t.

M. R.
Toledo, Ohio

had prom pted th is  con tract “ v ic ­
to ry ,”  but at the Lodge “ B ”  
meeting, a ve ry  s ta r t lin g  fac t 
was revealed. The en tire  group 
o f 29 disputed sections was 
agreed upon three days B E ­
FORE the s tr ik e  vote took place, 
w ith  overw helm ing gains fo r  the 
company and serious losses fo r  
the union. The fina l agreement 
represents, in the words o f a 
fo rm er senior board member who 
openly expressed his d isgust du r­
ing  the m eeting, “ one step fo r ­
ward, and three steps backward.”  

The lesson is a very  s ign ifican t 
one. The- un ion “ leaders,”  hav­
in g  no fa ith  w hateve r in the 
rank and file , rushed to finish 
negotia tions a t any cost BE FO R E  
the s trike  vote, fe a rin g  th a t they 
would be le f t  out on a lim b  i f  
the w orkers voted “ no.”  The 
"unexpected”  dem onstra tion o f 
the m ilita n c y  o f the ranks has 
le f t  the fr igh te ne d  leadership 
w ith  no th ing  to o ffe r  bu t a 
m arked ly  poor contract.

100 I’ er Cent U n ion is t
Los Angeles

Grace Carlson One Of The 18 
In  Minneapolis Labor Case

Carlson To Speak On Women In Prison
------------------------------------------------------------- — — ----------- — ------------— ------------------------- ® ---------------------------------

U. S. Labor Needs 
Its Own Party
E d ito r :

W inston C h u rch ill’s res igna­
tion  as P rim e M in is te r o f E ng ­
land has served to emphasize the 
fa c t th a t p rope r representation 
in governm ent is a fa c to r to be 
recognized ra th e r than ignored.

The Minneapolis Labor Case, involving the imprisonment^ 
of 18 leaders of the Socialist Workers Party and Minneapolis 
Truckdrivers Union Local 544-CIO, represents for American 
labor during World War II what the imprisonment of the great 
Socialist leader Eugene V. Debs meant in the First World War.
In both instances the American capitalist ruling class and its 
government agents struck a savage blow against the working 
class by framing up and imprisoning its most conscious, de­
voted and revolutionary leaders.

The M inneapolis case arose -S'case
out o f the h is to ric  s trugg les o f 
the M inneapolis T ruckd rive rs  
U nion, beg inn ing in 1934. Under 
T ro ts k y is t leadership th is  union 
won a series o f smashing v ic to r­
ies against the open-shop bosses 
and established the strongest un­
ion in the N orthw est. B u t the 
leadership; fro m  the firs t, had to 
s trugg le  also aga inst President 
Danie l J. Tobin, czar o f the A F L  
Team sters In te rn a tion a l.

Thus, in  June 1941, w h ile  
Am erican cap ita lism  and its  gov­
ernm ent were c learing  the decks 
fo r  dragooning the Am erican 
w orkers in to  the w a r, the hos­
t i l i t y  between Tobin and the m il i­
ta n t un ion ists o f Local 544 came 
to a head. Local 544 by a m a jo r­
i t y  vote severed its  connection 
w ith  D ic ta to r Tobin and his A F L  
union and jo ined the CIO. Tobin 
im m edia te ly  appealed to  P resi­
dent Roosevelt fo r  help.

R A ID S  A N D  A R R E S T
The president o f the Teamsters 

Un ion and the P resident in  the 
W h ite  House combined to  t r y  to  
crush the new union and a t the 
same tim e  deprive the T ro tsky -

headquarters a t 1(10 F if th  Ave., 
New Y o rk  C ity . A f te r  the  C ir­
c u it Court o f Appeals upheld the 
convictions, the U. S. Supreme 
C ourt three tim es refused to re ­
view  th is  im p o rta n t case. Thus 
i t  v ir tu a lly  upheld the Sm ith 
A c t and placed a legal weapon 
in  the hands o f c a p ita lis t reac­
tion fo r  fu r th e r  w itch -hun ts  
against m il ita n t  trade  un ion is ts  
and o the r w ork ingclass po litica l

were found g u ilty  o f v io la tin g  
the S m ith  “ Gag”  A c t by a hand­
picked ju ry . A  reac tionary  judge 
sentenced six  o f them  to  12 
months and a day, and tw e lve  to 
16 m onths in  federa l prisons. 
The 18 were the f irs t  to  be con­
victed under the in fam ous Sm ith 
“ Gag”  A c t o f 1940, the author 
o f which was the same po ll-tax , 
la bo r-b a iting  Congressman How ­
ard S m ith  who fa thered the v ic i- 
dus Sm ith-C onna liy  a n ti-s tr ike  
law . The S m ith  “ Gag”  A c t was 
Vigorously opposed by the CIO 
and A F L  and condemned by lead­
in g  labo r and c iv il libe rties  
spokesmen as unconstitu tiona l 
arid a f la g ra n t v io la tio n  o f la ­
bor’s dem ocratic r ig h ts . The 
S m ith  A c t was the f irs t  peace­
tim e sta tu te  since 1798 to  make 
(he mere expression o f opin ion 
a federa l crime.

W O R K OF CRDC
The defense o f the 18 was 

conducted by the C iv il R ights  De­
fense Com m ittee, w ith  na tiona l

parties. On December 31, 1943 
the 18 began to serve th e ir  p r is ­
on sentences.

The s trugg le  to free the 18 be­
came an inseparable p a rt o f la ­
bor’s resistance to W a ll S tree t’s 
offensive against labor. R a lly in g  
behind the f ig h t to free the 18, 
over GOO labor, Negro and p ro g ­
ressive organ izations represent­
in g  6,000,000 members, protested 
the im prisonm ents and demanded 
the repeal o f the Sm ith  “ Gag”  
A ct. T hrough  th e ir  support o f 
the C iv il R ights Defense Com­
m ittee , re lie f was provided fo r  
the 18 and th e ir  fam ilies  w h ile  
they were in  prison.

The 18 remained behind bars 
fo r  th e ir  f u i  p rison .sentences 
m inus the usual deduction fo r  
"good behavior.”  S ix were freed 
on October 20, 1944 and 12 were 
released on Janua ry  24, 1945.
Am-ong the la tte r  was Grace 
Carlson, whose na tion-w ide to u r 
is announced in th is  issue.

(Continued from  page 1)
Don. She was educated in  St. 
Catherine's College and the U n i­
ve rs ity  o f M innesota where she 
earned her B A , M A  and PhD 
degrees.

F o r tw o years she lectured in 
(lie  D epartm ent o f Psychology 
o f the U n iv e rs ity  o f M innesota. 
Then fo r  five years she held the 
post o f Vocational R ehab ilita tion  
Counselor o f the M innesota 
S tate D epartm ent o f Education.

H E R  LA B O R  RECORD
Comrade Carlson inspired and 

educated men and women w o rk ­
ers a like  and was rewarded by 
th e ir  confidence and respect. She 
was a cha rte r m ember o f M in ­
nesota State Employes Un ion 
Local 10, fo r  fo u r  years a del-

was sent to  the  Federal R e fo rm ­
a to ry  fo r  W omen in  A lderson, 
W est V irg in ia  to serve her 16- 
m onth prison sentence. Upon 
her l'elease on January 24, 1945 
she re turned to her li fe  and w o rk  
in the Socia list W orkers  P a rty .

Grace Carlson is a tru e  con- 
t in u a to r  o f the tra d itio n s  o f re v ­
o lu tio n a ry  women o f the past 
and a banner-bearer o f revo lu ­
t io n a ry  socialism  in the A m e r i­
can labo r movement.

Carlson T o u r Schedule

Labor in  E ng land, under E rn ­
est Bevin, its  representative in  
B r it is h  pa rliam en t, was able to 
I r in g  such trem endous pressure 
to bear on .the Tories as to  com­
pel th e ir  leader to  “ ca ll i t  a day.”

I t  is p la in ly  obvious the re fo re  
th a t labor in the U n ited  States 
has an ob ject lesson to  learn 
tro m  th is  la test development.

Considering the overw helm ing 
numbers o f A m erican w orkers as 
compared to  B r it is h  workers, i t  
seems an absu rd ity  th a t in  (his 
day and age (here is no rep re ­
sentation in  W ashington tha t o f­
fe rs  the least p ro tection  to  the 
r ig h ts  o f labor.

Bear in m ind, M r. E d ito r, and 
I  hope you w i l l  make i t  p la in  to 
a ll readers o f The M ilita n t, th a t 
in  the m onths ahead over a m il­
lion  and a h a lf  servicemen w ill 
re tu rn  to  these shores, and a fte r  
the parades, music, f la g  w av ing  
and shouting  have subsided, 
these men w il l  be in  quest o f a 
job. There has been no prepara­
tion  made on the p a rt o f the gov­
ernm ent o r in d u s try  th a t w ill 
care fo r  the needs o f these peo­
ple and the c iv ilia n  popu lation as 
well. There fore, w h a t w ith  the 
present ra te  o f cut-hacks, la y o ffs  
and the slow m otion  o f recon­
version, th is  na tion  w i l l  be face 
to Lace w ith  a condition th a t w ill 
be d is tu rb ing .

F urthe rm ore , the d is illu s io n ­
m ent on the p a r t o f the average 
serviceman as to the G.I. B il l o f 
R igh ts  w i l l  soon serve also to 
create a d isqu ie ting  s itua tion .

Is i t  any wonder then th a t la ­
bor’s most im p o rta n t du ty  and 
its  c ry in g  need is the fo rm a tio n  
o f a Labor P a rty  th a t w i l l  ade­
quate ly  pro tect its  r ig h ts .

The boss class in  the U n ited 
States th a t has g row n  over-cor­
pu lent, ove r-s tu ffed  and over- 
g lu tted  fro m  the p ro fits  o f w ar, 
is bent upon the to ta l destruc­
tio n  o f the labor movement. This 
fa c t is borne out in the m any acts 
o f de libera te and f la g ra n t v io la ­
tion  o f the provis ions o f signed 
contracts w ith  the various labor 
unions. N e ith e r the N a tiona l L a ­
bor Relations Board nor the  W ar 
Labor Board seems capable o f 
coping w ith  the s itua tion  and th is  
is easy to  understand when one 
looks a t who constitu tes the 
personnel o f these agencies.

R. A . Robinson
B rook lyn , N. Y.

is t P a rty  o f its  leadership be­
cause o f its  uncom prom ising op­
position to the im p e ria lis t w ar. 
A tto rney-G enera l B iddle o f the 
D epartm ent o f Justice sent his 
G-men to  ra id  the SW P head­
quarters  in St. Paul and M inne­
apolis. Then fo llow ed the a rrest 
and ind ic tm en t o f the leaders o f 
the Socia lis t W orkers P a rty  and 
o f Local 544-CIO.

A f te r  a five-week t r ia l ,  the 18

Union Lesson
E d ito r:

A t  m y union m eeting las t 
n igh t, I learned a very  in s tru c ­
tive  lesson. I ’d like  to pass i t  on 
to m y bro thers and sisters in  
o ther unions.

L a s t week the w orkers a t Lock­
heed A ir c ra f t  C o rpora tion  voted 
two and a h a lf  to  one in  fa vo r 
c f s trike . One o f the reasons 
was the fa c t th a t fo r  tw o  years 
the company has refused to  yie ld 
in n e go tia tin g  39 sections o f the 
con tract w ith  the union. M any 
o f these sections m ere ly  repres­
ent standard provis ions ’o f old 
contracts.

Yesterday and today the e igh t 
lodges o f the union ( IA M  No. 
727) have been m eeting to ra t ify  
o r re jec t the con tract fin a lly  ne­
go tia ted  by the Senior Board o f 
727 and the company. (Ton sec 
tions s t i l l  rem ain disputed and 
w ill be th ro w n  in to  the lap o f 
the pro-com pany W a r Labor 
B oa rd ).

A t f irs t  i t  seemed th a t the 
overw helm ing p ro -s tr ike  vote

The Internationale
E d ito r :

In  m em ory o f a ll those who 
have died in  a ll wars, w h a t do 
you say to p r in t in g  a il the verses 
o f the  “ In te rn a tion a le ”  on the 
f ro n t  page o f The M il ita n t  in  a 
suitab le  fram e?

M . M . 
M inneapo lis

Twin Cities Mark 
Successful End of 
'Militant’ Drive

M IN N E A P O L IS , M inn., M ay 27
— T w in  C ities m arked the over­
w h e lm ing ly  successful eonclusiop 
o f The M il ita n t subscrip tion 
drive  here to n ig h t w ith  a gala 
supper and social in  the  M innea­
polis headquarters o f the Social­
is t  W orkers  P a rty . F o llo w in g  an 
a ll-day  m ob iliza tion  o f campaign 
w orkers who turned out en masse 
to boost the  fina l score to  1137 
fo r  M inneapolis and 272 fo r  St. 
Paul, to ta l score fo r  the two 
cities w ent over the 1400 m ark.

The quota fo r  M inneapolis, 
o r ig in a lly  set a t 300 subscrip­
tions, was filled  378 per cent. 
St. Paul, w ith  a quota o f 100 
subs, was subscribed by 272 per 
cent. F riends o f The M ilita n t 
and active cam paign w orkers, in ­
c lud ing a la rge  num ber o f co lo r­
ed people fro m  St. Paul p a rtic ­
ipated in the celebration, wihich 
fea tured a fr ie d  chicken d inner 
and a ll the tr im m in g s .

R IS IN G  S P IR IT
The m aster o f ceremonies p o in t­

ed out th a t the widespread suc­
cess o f the subscrip tion drive  
“ indicates the r is in g  s p ir it  o f the 
w o rk in g  class, a g row ing  in 
terest in The M il ita n t  as a le ft  
w in g  paper, and the  increasing 
in te rest o f w orkers everywhere 
in  the revo lu tiona ry  socia list am 
swer to  na tiona l and w orld  
events.”  He recalled the days of 
a decade ago when every p u b li­
cation date was a cris is  fo r  read­
ers and supporte rs o f the paper 
a ll over the  coun try  wTio were 
called upon pe riod ica lly  to  rush 
funds to  New Y ork  to ge t The 
M ilita n t o f f  the press. “ B u t we 
have no t reached the c lim ax o f 
success,”  he added. “ We have 
more cam paigns ahead o f us. 
The s tru g g le  fo r  a b igge r and 
be tte r M il ita n t is no t over.” .

The cam paign m anager in 
M inneapolis described the com­
pe titio n  between the tw o  M in ­
neapolis teams, the Go-Getters 
and the Sub-Builders, and re ­
ported the fina l scores o f the 
tw o  com peting groups were 585 
and 552, respective ly. Team cap­
ta ins  spoke g ra t ify in g iy  o f the 
hard w o rk  o f a ll th e ir  team  mem­
bers."Is Crew Behaving?"

E d ito r:
I  am a m erchant seaman and 

an inc iden t occurred aboard ship, 
w h ich I  th in k  shows w ith o u t a 
doubt w h ich side the Coast Guard 
is on.

W hen our ship came in to  po rt 
a Coast Guard o ffice r came 
aboard and asked the m ate i f  
the crew was behaving. B u t he 
d idn ’t  ask the crew i f  the mate 
r.r the officers were behaving!

I t ’s th in g s  like  th a t which 
show w h a t side the governm ent 
is on. A nd ye t some people t r y  
to  te ll me th a t the governm ent 
looks a fte r  its  seamen.

A  Seaman 
Los Angeles

T H E  TOP SCORERS
H ighest scorer in  M inneapo­

lis , w ith  206 subs, was awarded 
a copy o f James P. Cannon’s 
“ The H is to ry  o f A m erican T ro t­
sky ism .”  St. P au l’s best sub- 
ge tte r, who obtained 142 sub­
scrip tions, received a copy o f 
“ In  Defense o f M a rx ism ”  by 
Leon T ro tsky . A n  honor ro l l o f 
those hav ing  the 12 h ighest 
scores in M inneapolis and the 
three h ighest in St. Paul was 
read. Special tr ib u te  was paid 
to an e lde rly  wom an w o rke r, who 
despite personal illness and i l l ­
ness in h e r fa m ily , obtained one 
o f the h ighest scores in  the T w in  
C ities.

The M il ita n t  A rm y  is g row ing  
by leaps and bounds. E ve ry  
week le tte rs  pour in  from  our 
readers, enclosing subscrip tions 
lo r  th e ir  friends.

L. G. o f St. Paul w rite s : “ 1 am 
a new subscriber to  you r M il ita n t  
px*per and enjoy same ve ry  much.
I attended one o f the M il ita n t  
m eetings in  S t. Paul. M rs. 
Schultz was our speaker. She 
asked us to  get some new sub- 
sferibers. I  am enclosing money 
order fo r  $1.25. Please send the 
site-month subscrip tion to  the new 
subscribers lis ted below.”

A . R. o f W est Toledo: “ A  
ne ighbor le t me read you r pa­
pe r/ So I  tho ugh t th a t 1 would 
t r y  the paper. Enclosed is cou­
pon and 25 cents, fo r  which send 
me 26 issues.”

.1. W . o f C harlo tte , Par : “ The 
$1 is paym ent in  fu l l  fo r  m y sub­
scrip tion  to  The M ilita n t fo r  one 
\e a r  (no t on ly s ix  m onths). And 
the 25 cents is fo r  the subscrip­
tion  enclosed. I  sha ll t r y  to  sell 
more subs.”

A l m a  Johnson, Rochester:
“ D ick, a 35-year old youngster, 
was in  a g r in d in g  shop ta lk in g  
to the owner o f it .  He came fro m  
Germany some years ago and 
they s ta rted  ta lk in g  on So­
cia lism . He said he was in te r­
ested in  socialism . D ick ta lked 
on w ith  h im  the best he could; 
he po inted ou t th a t S ta lin  is not 
fo r  the w o rk in g  people, th a t he 
moved over w ith  the cap ita lis ts  
rn d  th a t N orm an Thomas swung 
over w ith  the w a r machine. D ick 
i.lso to ld  the  man he could get 

•him  a good socia lis t paper. He 
ran home, ta lked  i t  over w ith  
liis  m other, and took The M il i ­
ta n t back to  the g r in d in g  shop. 
About an hour la te r, back he 
came w ith  the sub, tick led  p ink, 
and said, ‘ I  ju s t had to  do some­
th in g  fo r  the pa rty . And I  am 
go ing to jo in  the p a rty  some­
day’ .”

*  *  *

H a rry  Robinson o f N ew ark 
sends a good suggestion:

“ As the paper’s c ircu la tio n  
continues to  grow  we are s ta r t ­
in g  to  see evidence o f i t  being 
spread around the c ity  by our 
new readers. I  encountered the 
most recent example o f th is  
w h ile  board ing a bus the other 
day. As I  d id  so I  noticed tha t 
the d r iv e r had a copy o f the pa­
per tucked behind his seat. In  
response to  m y query he said 
tha t he had picked i t  up on one 
o f the seats, glanced th rough  it ,  
and then had pu t i t  away to 
read when he finished his run.

“ T h is  inc ident served to  re ­
m ind me th a t the practice of 
leav ing  your copy o f The M ilita n t 
on buses a fte r  you fin ish  reading 
i t  is s t i l l  a good one.”

and 42nd S tree t stands have 
shared in  the rise, the fo rm e r 
c lim b in g  fro m  an average 78 to 
92 and the la tte r  fro m  82 to  95 
copies a week. One newsstand 
lias increased its  bundle and an- 
o t h e r  expects to increase 
sh o rtly .”

Boston SWP Opens 
New Headquarters

BO STO N, M ay 27 —  The Bos­
ton Branch o f the Socia list 
W orkers  P a rty  to n ig h t celebrated 
the opening o f its  new headquar­
te rs  a t 30 S tu a rt St. w ith  a house 
w a rm ing  p a rty . New readers o f 
The M il ita n t  as w e ll as old 
frie n d s  o f the SWP jo ined in  an 
evening o f dancing and en ter­
ta inm en t. A  hum orous s k it  was 
perform ed, a n d  refreshm ents 
served.

Proceeds o f over $30 w i l l  go
tow a rd  the upkeep o f the a t­
tra c tiv e  new headquarters and 
the extension o f branch w o rk  in  
Boston.

egate to  the  St. Paul Trades and 
Labor Assem bly, a m em ber o f 
its  Educational Com m ittee fo r  
three years, and tw ice  a delegate 
to the M innesota State Federa­
tion  o f Labo r conventions.

She has been prom inen t in  la ­
bor defense w o rk  as a member 
o f the N a tiona l Com m ittee o f 
the W orkers  Defense League and 
was active fo r  .several years in  
the St. Paul B ranch o f the N a­
tio n a l Association fo r  the A d ­
vancement o f Colored People. In  
1943 she was elected a delegate 
to the N a tiona l Convention o f 
the NAA.CP in  D e tro it.

Grace resigned in  1940 fro m  
the M innesota D epartm ent o f 
Education and ran  as Socia list 
W orkers P a rty  candidate fo r  
U. S. Senator. She received over 
8,700 votes, more than the com­
bined votes o f the S ta lin is t and 
Socia list pa rties.

S E N T E N C E D  TO PRISO N
On Decembet 8, 1941, the  day 

th a t A m erica  o ff ic ia lly  entered 
the w a r, Grace and 17 other 
T ro ts k y is t leaders and members 
o f M inneapo lis T ruckd rive rs  L o ­
cal 544-CIO were sentenced to  
federa l prison te rm s fo r  opposi­
tion  to  the im p e ria lis t w a r and 
fo r  th e ir  re vo lu tio n a ry  socia list 
ideas. I

In  the tw o  years d u rin g  w h ich 
the ease was appealed th rou gh  
the courts, Grace, who was out 
on ba il, continued her /w o rk ing -1 
class ac tiv ities . In  1942 she ran 
fo r  m ayor o f St. Paul on the 
SW P tic k e t and received 3 pe r­
cent o f the to ta l vote cast. H er 
las t posts, be fore go ing  to  -pris- ' 
on, were M innesota State O r­
ganizer o f the SW P and la te r 
o rgan ize r o f  the New  Y o rk  C ity  
SW P local.

On December 31, 1943 Grace!
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A  re p o rt fro m  Dave Je ffr ie s  
o f New Y o rk  indicates an up­
ward trend in  newsstand sales o f 
The M il ita n t :

“ Newsstand sales have been 
r is in g  s tead ily  fo r  the past few  
weeks. T o ta l sales have climbed 
fro m  159 five weeks ago in  a 
steady progression —  182, 185, 
195, and th is  week 206. T h is  is 
p a rtic u la r ly  encouraging since 
the average sales fo r  the p re v i­
ous th ree  m onths had been 
about 160. B oth  the 14th S treet

The tw o pam phlets on the N e­
gro  s tru g g le —Negroes in  the Post- 
W ar W orld  and The S trugg le  
fo r  N egro E qu a lity  —  are in 
constant demand by the branches 
o f the Socia list W orkers P a rty  
Orders fo r  la rge  quan tities  come 
in  a lm ost every week.

The Cleveland branch, which 
u tilized  these pam phlets du ring  
the recently  concluded subscrip­
tion  cam paign o f The M ilita n t, 
w ro te : “ Please RU SH 100
S trugg le  fo r  N egro E qu a lity  
pamphlets. A lm o s t every other 
subscriber in  the Negro ne ighbor­
hoods takes one (w ith  very l i t t le  
tim e  los t fro m  the sub cam­
pa ign ). W e’ve also sold Socia l­
ism on T r ia l and Labor P a rty  
w ith  good success.”

From  Boston: “ K in d ly  send 
us 50 copies each o f S trugg le  
fo r  N egro E q u a lity  and Negroes i 
in t lie  P ost-W ar W orld . We sold 
out a ll we had in stock ($4 
w o rth ) at a m eeting held in  Bos­
ton by the M arch-on-W ashing- 
ton movement recently .”

The fine propaganda value o f 
these pam phlets is also appre­
ciated and pu t to  use in  the  more 
isolated and p o lit ic a lly  backward 
sections. A  reader in  Arkansas 
w ro te  us: “ As soon as I  get to 
w o rk  I  w i l l  be able to buy a sup­
p ly  o f m ate ria l. You can im agine 
ju s t how rem ote one m ig h t feel 
here fro m  actual in d u s tr ia l un­
pleasantness, and the personal 
experiences are so few  because 
o f the accepted mode o f th in g s  
—  hence to in te re s t people here 
one should be much more e n lig h t­
ened than I, bu t I  w ill,  I  m ust 
t r y ! ”  T h is  reader then sent in 
the names o f 17 frien ds  to  whom 
copies o f the tw o pam phlets on 
the Negro s trugg le  were to  be 
sent, and rem arked, “ These are 
people I ’d lik e  to  w in  and I  w an t 
to  begin r ig h t  a t th e ir  doorstep !”

FIGHT FOR THIS PROGRAM:
1. Fu ll em ploym ent and job  security fo r  a ll 
workers and veterans!

A slid ing scale o f hours! Reduce the hours o f work 
w ith  no reduction in pay!

A  ris ing scale o f wages! Increase wages to meet the 
increased cost of liv in g !

Operate a ll governm ent-built plants under workers’ 
contro l!

2. Independence o f the trade unions fro m  
tlie  governm ent!

Rescind the no-strike pledge!
W ithdraw  union representatives from  the W ar Labor 

Board!

3. Organization o f the w ar veterans by the 
trade unions!

4 . F u ll equality fo r  Negroes and national 
m inorities! Down w ith Jim  Crow!

5. W o rk in g  class political action!
Build the independent labor pa rty !
Establish the workers’ and farm ers’ government!

6 . Tax  the rich , not the poor!
No taxes on incomes under $5,000 a year!

7. A w orking class answer to capitalist m ili­
tarism !

M ilita ry  tra in ing  o f workers, financed by the govern­
ment, but under control o f the trade unions!

Trade union wages fo r a ll workers in the armed forces!

8 . Hands o ff  the European and colonial peo­
ples!

W ithdraw  the A llied  Occupation Troops from  Europe I 
So lidarity w ith  the revolutionary struggles of the 

European and colonial peoples!

Join the Socialist Workers Party!
SO CIALIST WORKERS PARTY 
116 U niversity Place 
New York 3. New York

I  would lik e :
□  To jo in  the Socia lis t W orkers  P a rty .

[ J  To ob ta in  fu r th e r  in fo rm a tio n  about you r organ iza tion .

□  To attend m eetings and fo rqm s o f the S ocia lis t W o rk ­
ers P a rty  in  m y c ity .

Name
(Please P rin t)

Address

C i t y ...................................... Posta l Z o n e ____State

C IT Y  D A T E
A llen to w n , Tuesday, June 19
P hiladelph ia , Wednesday, June 20
.New Y o rk , F rid a y , June 22
N ew ark, Sunday, June 24
Boston, Tues. - Wed.

June 26, 27 
Rochester, F r i.  - Sat. -

June 29, 30 
B u ffa lo , Sunday, J u ly  1
P ittsbu rgh , Tuesday, J u ly  3
Youngstown, Thursday, J u ly  5
A kron , F rid a y , J u ly  6
Cleveland, Sunday, J u ly  8
Toledo, M onday, J u ly  9
D e tro it, Tues. - Wed.,

J u ly  10, 11 
Chicago, Sat. to  Mon.

J u ly  14 to  16 
M ilwaukee, Tuesday, J u ly  17
St. Louis, Thursday, J u ly  19
Los Angeles, T hurs . to  Wed., 

A ug . 2 to  8 
San Francisco, F r i.  to  Sun.,

A ug . 10-12
Seattle, Tues. to  Thurs.,

A ug . 14 to  16 
M issoula, F rida y , Aug. 17
F lentyw ood, Sunday, A ug . 19
T w in  C ities, A ug us t 22
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Only the world revo­
lution can s a v e  the 
USSR for socialism. But 
the w o r l d  revolution 
carries w ith it  the ines­
capable blotting out of 
the Krem lin oligarchy.

—  Leon Trotsky

Strikebreaker Tobin
The latest order of “ Czar”  Daniel J. Tobin to 

the 630,000 members of the A FL Teamsters Inter­
national is to "disregard picket lines." W riting 
in thp June issue of The International Teamster, 
Tobin says: "M ost of those fellows who refuse to 
go through picket lines are yellow. It takes a real 
man to go through a picket line when he is ordered 
to do so by his International Union.”

Teamsters are being ordered to go through not 
only the picket lines of outside unions but even 
their own! Teamsters’ President Tobin writes: 
“ Even if  one of our own local unions is involved, 
before a sister union stops in sympathy with the 
union on strike, it must obtain the permission and 
sanction of the International Executive Board.”

Knowing that rank and file teamsters, with their 
long tradition of class solidarity in strike strug­
gles, would rebel at being forced into a strikebreak­
ing role, Tobin resorts to flag-waving and to-------
threats. The no-strike pledge is a “ solemn and 
binding obligation”  says Tobin. I t  must be up­
held "un til the wicked, monstrous savagery of 
Japan is overcome.”

Those Teamsters Union members and officials 
who are not impressed by such hysterical patriotic 
appeals by Tobin are confronted with this open 
threat: " I  am telling you now that you had bet­
ter watch your step in sympathetic strikes and 
keep aw'ay from them.”

Tobin is no amateur at "cracking down”  on 
trade union militants. He was the chief instigator 
of the frame-up which sent 18 leaders of Minnea­
polis Truckdrivers Union, Local 544-CIO, and the 
Socialist Workers Party, to prison last year under 
the infamous anti-labor Smith “ Gag”  Act.

Coming from such a strikebreaking, frame-up 
artist as Tobin, the new definition of a “ real union 
man”  given in the June International Teamster 
w ill not strike a responsive chord in the hearts of 
honest trade unionists. Says “ Czar”  Tobin, “ The 
man who observes the laws and rulings and deci­
sions of his superior officers in the union is the 
real union man.”  But real union men do not go 
through picket lines —  even on the orders of a 
bureaucrat like Tobin!

French " Democracy"
The persecution of the French Trotskyists re­

ported on the front page of this week’s M ilitan t 
serves to expose the mockery and fraud o f the era 
of "democracy”  which was supposed to have dawn­
ed in France with the coming of General de Gaulle. 
Thus repression at home goes hand in hand with 
the slaughter of the colonial peoples of Algeria and 
Syria.

De Gaulle’s regime more and more openly re­
veals itself as a military-police dictatorship which 
acts as the political instrument o f the big capital­
ists who yesterday collaborated with H itle r and 
today collaborate with Anglo-American imperial­
ism against the French masses. This regime has 
worked to disarm the FFI partisans who fought 
so heroically against the Nazis. I t  has restored 
to power the Vichy police which acted as blood­
hounds against the people for the Gastapo.

De Gaulle’s government has not mitigated, much 
less solved, the critical problems of France. After 
ten months, inflation runs wilder than ever. The 
black marketeers flourish under the kindly pro­
tection of de Gaulle. Unemployment is tremendous 
and the threat of outright famine grows more men­
acing to the working population with1 every pass­
ing day.

Opposition to these conditions is rising among 
the workers. Strikes have been sweeping the coun­
try  from north to south. The Stalinist and Social- 
Democratic leaders of the trade unions are finding 
i t  more and more difficu lt to restrain this move­
ment of mass protest.

De Gaulle proposes to deal with this rising 
movement o f the hungry workers with the same

kind of repressive measures he is employing in the 
colonies. The ja iling of the Trotskyists and the 
suppression of their paper, La Verite, (The Truth) 
are only the first steps in a calculated offensive 
against the entire working class. The French T ro t­
skyists have been singled out for the first attack 
because they have been the most consistent de­
fenders of the workers’ interests and the most un­
compromising opponents of de Gaulle’s policies.

The dirtiest role in this assault upon the labor 
movement is being played by the Stalinist flunkeys 
of de Gaulle. While the Stalinists strive to keep 
the masses from serious struggle against de Gaulle’s 
hunger regime, they slander workingclass m ili­
tants as "fascists”  and “ Hitlerites." They have been 
demanding that the government suppress the 
T  rotskyists.

De Gaulle and the Stalinists w ill not succeed 
where H itler and Petain failed. The French work­
ers w ill ra lly  to the defense of our persecuted com­
rades just as the American and British workers 
came to the defense of the Trotskyists persecuted 
and jailed by Roosevelt and Churchill. Capitalist 
persecution can not break the Trotskyist move­
ment; it only serves to strengthen it  in the eyes o f 
the working class.

Peacetime Censorship
W ith the ending of armed hostilities in Europe, 

war correspondents hoped the rigid Allied censor­
ship would be lifted. Instead it has been tightened, 
and tightened precisely on news of the greatest im ­
portance to the labor movement— the news of 
political developments in Europe and the Mediter­
ranean area.

When the protests o f correspondents became em­
barrassing to the brass hats representing Anglo- 
American imperialism, they decreed May 30 that 
"censorship in this theater is hereby discontinued.”  
In the very same sentence decreeing the end of 
censorship, however, they added an “ except.”  The 
“ except”  includes “ such matters of high m ilita ry 
importance as may require reference to tire Supreme 
Commander.”  Thus the decree abolishing cen­
sorship actually reaffirms the censorship!

The enemies of the workers and poor people 
need the censorship to cover up their nefarious 
deeds and deals. They screen events, carefully 
withholding the truth from the sieve. They pour 
in distortions and outright lies. The adulterated 
product that appears in dispatches is designed to 
bolster the puppet regimes and m ilita ry dictator­
ships set up by the Allies. News about bloody 
repressions o f the workers appears in the press 
mainly by accident. De Gaulle’s reprisals against 
the Algerian people did not become known until 
a month after the event! The British imperialists 
in Greece sent out their own false reports of the 
c iv il war they provoked and prevented the press 
from even interviewing their slandered victims. 
Stalinism continues in the newly occupied te rri­
tories the blackout on news it  has maintained for 
years in the Soviet Union.

Freedom of the press —  one of the freedoms 
promised in the Atlantic Charter —  is a victim 
of the "peace”  the Allies are inflicting on stricken 
Europe, just as it was a victim  of war.

Stalinist Cynicism
The Stalinists are posing as champions of free­

dom for the colonial peoples against the imperial­
ist slavemasters of England and the United States. 
A t the San Francisco conference the Soviet delega­
tion has been pressing for a clause promising “ in­
dependence”  at some indefinite future to territories 
placed under international "trusteeship”  in the 
projected “ world security organization,"

In its June 2 resolution announcing its new shift 
in line the National Board of the Communist Poli­
tical Association complains that “ the American 
delegation at San Francisco refused to join with 
the Soviet Union to pledge the right of national 
independence for mandated territories and col­
onies."

In the light of these words it  is extremely in­
structive to note the position taken by the French 
Communist Party on the Syrian events. The French 
CP is the strongest Stalinist party in Europe. 
Jacques Duclos who gave the signal" for the turn 
in the American Stalinist movement is one of its 
foremost leaders. Syria is a mandated colony 
which has long since been promised independence 
by the French imperialists. The Syrian people 
and its present government are now fighting for 
that promised independence against French troops.

But the Kremlin has friendly relations with the 
imperialist government of de Gaulle. The French 
Stalinists have supported that dictatorial capitalist 
regime from its inception. De Gaulle’s savage re­
pression of the Syrian people’s fight fo r freedom 
has trown his government into its gravest national 
and international crisis. Nevertheless, in obedience 
to Stalin’s policy of backing de Gaulle, the French 
CP issued on May 31 a statement on the Syrian 
situation which simply echoed in a cowardly man­
ner de Gaulle’s brutal imperialist attitude. “ Since 
Syrian and Lebanese independence cannot again be 
subjected to discussion,”  declared the French CP, 
“ the Political Bureau regrets that certain moves 
should be interpreted in a manner prejudicial to 
our country

And the June 5 D aily  Worker reprints another 
statement of the same Political Bureau that the 
French CP “ has decided to continue the party’s 
collaboration in the government’s tasks pending 
elections to the Constituent Assembly.”  The most 
pressing "government task”  at the moment consists 
in the attempt to crush Syria’s struggle for inde­
pendence. The position of the French CP on Syria 
serves to demonstrate afresh how reactionary Stal­
inist policies really are.

“ Poor F i j i  had to eat chicken fo r  three days —  we couldn't get her 
roundsteak and she hates f is h !"

Germany
A  graph ic re p o rt o f the a t t i ­

tude o f German w orkers towards 
H itle r is m  and the A llie d  con­
querors appears in  the M ay issue 
o f Socia list Appeal, o ff ic ia l o r­
gan o f the R evo lu tionary Com­
m un is t P a rty , B r it is h  section o f 
the F o u rth  In te rn a tion a l. The 
repo rte r, A . Paton, is a M a rx is t 
jo u rn a lis t who was captured and 
served some m onths as a prison­
er o f w a r in  Germany.

“ The German, w orkers wanted 
defeat,”  he declares. “ A nd  yet 
they had no illus ions about the 
ro r t  o f peace th a t would fo llo w  
an A llie d  v ic to ry .”

A  ty p ic a l reaction is th a t ex­
pressed by “ Ju lius, another old 
German labo re r: ‘The on ly  value 
o f the w a r to  me has been to  
show me th a t a ll the people o f 
Europe are p re tty  much the 
same, and have the same in ­
terests. In  th is  m ine we have 
Germans, French, Poles, Rus­
sians, Dutch, Danes, Serbs and 
Eng lish, a n d  everybody-—and 
they are a ll the same, and ge t 
on w e ll together. I t  is b ig  cap ita l 
th a t makes them  fig h t one an­
o ther.’ ”

A f te r  a bom bing o f the small 
town, where he was stationed, 
Paton and o the r prisoners o f w a r 
were detailed to  help re p a ir the 
damage. O tto , a s la  t  e r  and 
p lastere r, declared: “ You go t 
bombed in  1940, and we are g e tt­
in g  i t  now. B u t you are not 
doing i t  to us, and we did not 
do i t  «to you. I t  is b ig  cap ita l 
on both sides th a t does i t . ”

As fo r  the vicious a tro c ity  
cam paign o f the A llie d  propagan­
dists, th is  prisoner o f w a r who 
lived th rough  the w o rs t tim es o f 
the con flic t, has the fo llo w in g  
to  say:

“ Food go t scarce, p a rtic u la r ly  
d u rin g  the la s t few  months, when 
tra n s p o rt was in  a chaotic state. 
B u t the German w o rk in g  class 
was liv in g  on p ra c tic a lly  the 
same d ie t as t h e  prisoners—  
bread, potatoes pud soup. They 
go t the same q u a n tity  o f bread 
and potatoes, and they drew 
th e ir  soup fro m  the same kitchen 
as we did. Anyone who asserts 
th a t the German w o rk in g  class 
was liv in g  w e ll, w h ile  the p rison ­
ers starved, is a lia r......

“ W ha t ab’out the general health 
o f prisoners? W hen m y pa r­
t ic u la r batch a rrived  a t Camp 
1V-B, M uh lberg  on Elbe, in Sep­
tem ber la s t we rem arked th a t 
we had seldom seen a f i t te r  look­
in g  body o f men than  the p r i­
soners who were already establ­
ished there.

“ Since th a t tim e, o f course, 
German ra tions have gone down 
and down; bu t each cu t in p r i­
soners’ ra tions was paralle led by 
a cut in c iv ilia n  ra tions. And 
the c iv ilia ns  had no Red Cross 
parcels. V e ry  o ften  d u rin g  the 
last few  m onths the prisoners 
did not have them  e ith e r because 
o f the hopeless state o f German 
transport. B ut th a t in  its e lf  did 
not create any ‘ liv in g  skeletons.’ 
I t  was ch ie fly  German po litica l 
prisoners in concentration camps 
who were reduced to th a t state, 
fo r  they had no ‘p ro tecting  
power,’ and no agreem ent tha t 
they should ge t the same rations 
as the German a rm y. To be 
sure, there were signs o f under­
nourishm ent, ch ie fly  m an ifes t in  
the sw e lling  up o f legs and arms, 
the f irs t  degree o f be riberi caused 
by V ita m in  ‘B ’ deficiency. B u t

th a t was on ly  seen in  a sm all 
m in o r ity  o f men, and those o f 
whom I  had any knowledge m y­
se lf were qu ick ly  sent to  a 
S ta lag hosp ita l fo r  trea tm ent.

“ The B r it is h  press has made 
much o f ‘German b ru ta li ty . ’ B u t 
m ost o f the cases th e y  c ite  oc­
curred in concentra tion camps. 
The to rtu re rs  were Nazis; and 
the v ic tim s  were German p o lit ic ­
a l prisoners. Undoubtedly, there 
have been cases o f b ru ta li ty  
aga inst B r it is h  and o the r P. O. 
W .’s. B u t they have been ex­
ceptional. The ru le  has been one 
o f norm al, decent trea tm ent.

“ I  came away fro m  Germany 
w ith  a s trong  conviction th a t the 
German w o rk in g  class, fa r  fro m  
being cowed and beaten, w i l l  soon 
be ga the ring  its  s treng th  fo r  a 
resum ption o f the class s trugg le ,”  
concluded Paton. “ The German 
w orkers have been g lad to  see 
the  end o f H i t le r ’s reg im e. B u t 
they have no illus ions about the 
ru le  o f A ng lo -A m erican  im p e ria l­
ism. They are fu l ly  conscious o f 
the ro le  o f ‘B ig  C a p ita l’ on an in ­
te rna tion a l scale. The present 
period is one o f w a it in g  and 
w a tch ing .”

Paraguay
“ Paraguayan laborers learned 

in M arch w ha t i t  costs to  s trike  
aga inst the Governm ent o f P re­
sident General H ig in io  M o rin i-  
go,”  declares the M ay issue o f 
The In te r-A m e rican . “ S e v e n  
hundred union members who took 
p a r t  in  the a lm ost-genera l s tr ike  
o f la te  January  were shipped o f f

QUESTION BOX
Q: Just how im p o rtan t is  Ger­

man in d u s try  fo r  the well-be ing 
o f a ll Eutope?

A : A ltho ug h  Germ any had
on ly  on e -fifth  o f the popu lation 
o f continenta l Europe west o f 
Russia, she produced about 60 
per cent o f Europe’s coal, about 
h a lf the p ig  iron  and steel, over 
h a lf  the a lum inum , 40 per cent o f 
the cement, one-th ird  o f the 
su lphuric  acid. Germ any dom­
inated ad others also in the p ro ­
duction o f e lectrica l m achinery, 
machine tools, locomotives, sci­
en tific  and optica l instrum ents, 
as w e ll as engineering o f a ll 
kinds. Germ any led Europe in 
te rm s o f in d u s tria l management, 
sk illed  w orkers, research in s ti­
tu tions, modern p lan t and o rgan ­
iz ing  power.

* * *

Q: How muen o f Ind ia  is ruled 
by na tive  princes and do they 
have any independence?

A : The Ind ian  princes ru le
over 93,189,233 people in an area 
o f 715,964 square m iles, but they 
are by no means “ independent.”  
They are ju s t as much a p a rt o f 
the B rit is h  E m pire  as the 295,- 
808,722 people in  an area o f 865,- 
446 square m iles under the d irec t 
ru le  o f the B r it is h  im peria lis ts . 

*  * *
Q: How many o f the Japanese 

people in th is  coun try  are c it i ­
zens?

A : O f the 126,947 Japanese
people in the U. S. proper, 79,642 
are citizens and 47,305 are classi­
fied as aliens. U nder the O rien­
ta l Exclusion A ct, Japanese can 
be citizens on ly i f  they are born 
in  th is  country.

to  a concentration camp in  the 
Gran Chaco.

“ Even before th a t,”  continues 
the m agazine, “ the r ig h t  o f the 
unions to  hold m eetings was re ­
voked, and th e ir  charters were 
suspended. M o rin ig o  was rep o r­
ted in  fa v o r o f sending the 700 
pa rtic ip an ts  back to  th e ir  homes 
in the in te r io r, bu t the m a tte r 
was taken ou t o f h is  hands by 
the  pro -Fasc is t A v ia tio n  Chief, 
M a jo r Pablo S tagni, and Marcos 
Fusto, head o f the Paraguayan 
Gestapo.

“ The concentration camp is 
iocated in  the w ilde s t p a r t o f the 
a lm ost-waterless Chaco, s o m e  
f i f t y  m iles n o rth  o f Yrendague, 
wh ich is its e lf  about as isolated 
an outpost as can be im agined. 
W ha t trea tm e n t w i l l  be accorded 
the e rr in g  laborers can on ly  be 
surm ised, b u t i t  is  ax iom atic  th a t 
no t even free men live  w e ll in  
the  te rr ib le  sun-baked, insect- 
ridden region.

“ This rep risa l is the severest 
ever undertaken by the  M orin igo  
Government. I t  is said to  be p a rt 
o f a new wave o f oppressive 
measures carried  ou t by the sm all 
bu t pow erfu l clique o f A rm y  
m ajors under the  in fluence o f 
reactionary  m il ita ry  elements in 
Buenos A ire s .”

Egypt
W hile  C h u rch ill and Roosevelt 

were p ro c la im in g  to  the w o rld  
the m any blessings o f the A t la n ­
t ic  C harter, B r it is h  im peria lism  
cyn ica lly  imposed r ig id  censor­
ship to cover its  b ru ta l v io la tions 
c f  democracy. A  f la g ra n t in ­
stance is reported fo r  the f irs t  
tim e  by George T ucke r in  the 
June 3 New Y o rk  T imes.

In  January, 1942 E g y p t’s P re­
m ie r Hussein S ir ry  Pasha re s ig ­
ned. K in g  Farouk chose fo r  his 
successor A ly  M aher Pasha, a 
man who had on occasion c r i t i ­
cized the B rit is h .

The B r it is h  Am bassador, Lam p- 
son, called on the K in g  in Fe­
b ru a ry  to  te ll h im  to  ge t r id  o f 
th is  p rem ie r and to appo in t one 
acceptable to  the B r it is h — M usta­
fa  Nahas Pasha.

The K in g  p o lite ly  refused. 
W hen the B r it is h  Ambassador 
go t tough, F arouk asked h im  to  
leave. The Am bassador the re ­
upon called fo r  help fro m  A le x ­
ander K irk ,  then U n ited  States 
M in is te r to E gyp t. K ir k  obliged 
by ca llin g  on F arouk  and te ll in g  
h im  Uncle Sam would be very 
pleased to  see a nom ination in  
accordance w ith  B r it is h  desires.

The B r it is h  lion  now decided 
to show its  teeth. Am bassador 
Lampson a rrived  a t 5 p m . Fe­
b ru a ry  4, accompanied by Gen. 
Stone, commander o f the B r it is h  
ga rrison  forces in  E gyp t. Lam p- 
son la id  tw o  papers on the 
K in g ’s desk. “ Here are tw o  pa­
pers,”  he is reported to  have said. 
“ One calls fo r  you r im m ediate 
abdication. In  th a t event a plane 
¡s w a it in g  to  take  you to South 
A fr ic a . The a lte rna tive  is to 
name Nahas Pasha as P rim e 
M in is te r.”

New Zealand troops had mean­
w h ile  surrounded the palace. 
They overpowered the palace 
guards and tw o l ig h t  tanks ro lled 
up to the gates. A s the K in g  
hesitated over the paper, the 
B r it is h  Am bassador stepped to a 
w indow  and drew aside the cu r­
ta ins so th a t the K in g  could see 
his new guards and the tanks. 
F arouk  took th is  subtle h in t  and: 
signed the p a p e r . I

Surpluses in Peace and 
War Under Capitalism

T ha t “ free  en te rp rise ”  m onopoly cap ita lism  has no 
means fo r  m a in ta in in g  p roduction  except th rou gh  
the destruction  o f the products created by labo r in  
o rder a r t if ic ia lly  to  keep a “ m a rke t”  is  g ra p h ica lly  
il lu s tra te d  by the  a irc ra f t  indus try .

The A eronautica l Chamber o f Commerce o f A m e r­
ica, i t  was revealed on M ay 30, has addressed a plea 
to  the W ar Surp lus P ro p e rty  Board to scrap by 
reducing to  m etal a ll “ unusable, obsolete and surp lus 
m il ita ry  a irc ra ft  equipm ent.”

Included in the b illio n s  w o rth  o f the finest av ia tio n  
equipm ent in  the  w o rld  the  a irc ra f t  pro fiteers  w a n t 
destroyed, according to  H . M . H o m er, president o f 
the U n ited  A ir c ra f t  C o rpora tion  and chairm an o f 
the cham ber’s com m ittee on surp lus disposal, are 
h a lf  a m illio n  high-pow ered engines. Those engines, 
b u ilt  and paid fo r  by the  A m erican  people, he now 
wants “ ploughed unde r”  because A m erican  com­
m ercia l needs a f te r  the w a r w i l l  be o n ly  1 pe r cent 
o f the supp ly on hand, o r 5,000 engines.

So M r. H o rne r proposes a “ m ethod o f disposal”  
th a t would “ tend to  prom ote ra th e r  than destroy 
the m arke ts  o f the  av ia tio n  in d u s try .”  F o re ign  
m arkets, he adm its, “ won’t  dent the surface.”

W here w i l l  the m arke t come from ?  T h a t’s easy, 
says H orner. M e lt down the present huge supply o f 
planes fo r  a “ s tra teg ic  reserve”  o f m etals “ wh ich 
can be set aside and earm arked fo r  w a r use on ly .”  
O f those planes kep t in  m il ita ry  reserve, “ not less 
than 25 per cent . . . should be replaced by new and 
im proved models each yea r.”

In  short, the A m erican  people, f a r  fro m  being freed 
from  the back-b reak ing  burden o f arm am ents, w ou ld  
be requ ired every yea r to  destroy a fo u rth  o f the  w a r 
planes a lready produced and bu ild  the equ iva lent o f 
another fo u r th  to  prov ide a “ m a rke t”  and p ro fits  fo r  
the plane m anufacture rs .

This is the p lan o f the cap ita lis ts  to keep th e ir  
p ro fit  system go ing. They have no idea o f producing 
fo r  the  needs o f the people. They look fo rw a rd  on ly  
to expanded m ilita r is m  and more w a r, to  planned 
destruction , in o rder th a t the fe w  who monopolize 
the means of- production  m ay continue to  have a 
p ro fitab le  “ m a rke t.”

How Bigger and Better 
Scarcities Are Made

How  pow erfu l financ ia l speculators no t on ly  u t iliz e  
scarc ity , bu t create m onopoly sca rc ity  to  fo rce  up 
Prices o f food products, was fu r th e r  dem onstrated on 
M ay 28 when the W a r Food A d m in is tra tio n  moved 
fo r  suspension o f tw o  corpora tions and fo u r  in ­
d iv idua ls  fro m  a ll g ra in  con tract m arke ts fo r  v io la tio n  
o f the  Com m odity Exchange A ct.

The W F A  issued a com p la in t aga inst the  General 
Foods C orpora tion o f N ew  Y o rk  and Rice &  Co. o f 
Chicago cha rg ing  them  w ith  cornering  89 p e r cent o f 
the to ta l ava ilab le  and de liverab le ry e  supp ly  a t Chi­
cago in  M ay, 1944.

A ccord ing  to  th e  W F A  charge, these leading food 
monopolies and speculator's had m an ipu la ted the 
price  o f rye  fu tu re s  fro m  Decem ber,' 1942, to  M ay, 
1944, the  tim e  when th e  com er on the ry e  m arke t 
was created.

Charles W . M e tca lf, executive vice pres ident o f 
General Foods, adm itted  his firm  “ held a substan tia l 
in ve n to ry  o f rye ,”  b u t “ no com er.”  He said i t  was 
always “ ava ilab le  . . .  a t m a rke t p rice .”  B u t since 
his company and the  o ther defendants had a v ir tu a l 
m onopoly on rye , and since the  governm ent has 
placed no ce ilings on rye , i t  is  c lear who determ ined 
th is  “ m a rke t p rice .”

Agricultural Barons Work 
To Undermine Wagner Act
A  m a jo r drive  is being, unleashed by the b ig  canning, 

food processing, d a iry in g  and o ther so-calle<j “ a g r i­
c u ltu ra l”  in te rests  to  exem pt th e ir  employes __
estim ated a t about 3,000,000 —  fro m  the r ig h ts , 
guaranteed under the W agner A c t, to  jo in  unions and 
ba rga in  co llec tive ly .

Spokesmen fo r  the f r u i t  and vegetable packing 
combines in  C a lifo rn ia , A rizona , Texas, F lo rida , New  
Y o rk  and o ther states la s t week storm ed hearings o f 
the  House Select Com m ittee to  Inves tiga te  A c ts  o f 
E xecutive Agencies W hich  Exceed T h e ir  A u th o r ity . 
They com plained about the  “ un fa irness”  o f the N L R B  
in ho ld ing  co llective b a rga in ing  elections in  th 'e ir in ­
dustries and insisted th a t  th e ir  employes don’t  come 
under the provis ions o f  the W agner A c t.

Chairm an o f the com m ittee is Rep. H ow ard W . 
Sm ith  (D ., Va.) who authored such vicious pieces 
o f an ti- la b o r leg is la tion  as the S m ith -C onna lly  a n t i­
s tr ik e  law  and the S m ith  “ Gag”  A c t o f 1940. I t  goes 
w ith o u t saying th a t S m ith  and his colleagues were 
m ost sym pathetic  and helped encourage the labor- 
h a ting  packers to  “ prove”  th a t the exp lo ited w orkers 
in  th e ir  in d u s try  w eren’t  intended by Congress to 
secure the pro tection  o f the W agner A ct.

Since the W agner A c t does exem pt actua l a g r i­
cu ltu ra l w orkers, the packing, canning, and processing 
bosses are t r y in g  to  c la im  th a t th e ir  w o rkers  are 
also "a g r ic u ltu ra l w o rke rs .”  In  recent years, these 
w orkers have become increas ing ly  unionized th rou gh  
b it te r  s trugg les and the CIO and A F L  both have won 
numerous N L R B  collective ba rga in ing  elections.

W ith  the p ro m p tin g  o f the  House com m ittee ’s 
a tto rney , John J. W ineberry , the packers com plained 
th a t the N L R B  was “ he lp ing  to  un ion ize”  the  w o rk ­
ers by recogn iz ing  them  under the  W agner A c t. A  
spokesman fo r  the In te rn a tio n a l A pp le  Growers, 
Samuel Fraser, even bemoaned the fa c t th a t they had 
to  h ire  union team sters to haul f r u i t  inside the  New 
T o rk  c ity  lim its . He claimed such tru c k  d rive rs  were 
re a lly  “ a g r ic u ltu ra l labor.”

T h is  d rive  to  underm ine the W agner A c t is a 
renewal o f the  one undertaken several years ago. A t  
th a t tim e  Congress rejected the Barden Am endm ent 
to exem pt packers, canners and o ther food handlers 
and processers fro m  the p rov is ions o f the  W ages and 
H ours 'A c t.  B u t the  labo r-ha te rs  scored a p a r tia l 
v ic to ry  b y  securing exem ptions under the Social 
S ecu rity  and W alsh-I-Iea ly Acts. N ow  the y  are 
pressing to  ga in a complete v ic to ry  and restore  
v ir tu a l s lavery in  th e ir  industries.


