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Trotskyist Party 
In France Resists 
Repressive Acts

RCP Candidate 
In Wales Wins 
W ide Support

In its firs t election campaign, the young Revolutionary 
Communist Party, British section of the Trotskyist Fourth In­
ternational. rolled up the impressive total of 1,781 votes for its 
candidate, Jock Haston, in the parliamentary by-election at 
Neath, Welsh coal mining district. The election was held on 
May 15. ® ~

H aston ’s w in n in g  L a b o r  
P a rty  opponent, I). J. W illiam s , 
run n ing  w ith  the backing o f the 
T o ry  press and the S ta lin is ts , 
secured 30,847 votes. W. Sam­
uels, a W elsh na tion a lis t, ob ta in ­
ed 6,290 votes.

VO TES FOR S O C IA LIS M
The M id -M ay issue o f the So­

c ia lis t Appeal, o ff ic ia l organ o f 
the RCP, which has ju s t a rrived  
in  th is  country, rep o rts : “ A t  a 
tim e  when the po licy o f in te rn a ­
t io n a l socialism  is under v io len t 
a tta ck  fro m  not on ly  the ca p ita l­
is t  class, bu t fro m  every section 
o f the labor and S ta lin is t move­
m ent, the fa c t th a t in  a sm all 
area o f Wales, 1,781 w orkers r o t ­
ted fo r  a po licy o f revo lu tiona ry  
socialism , holds out g re a t hope 
fo r  the fu tu re  o f the w o rk ing  
class movement. T h is  vote was 
cast in the face o f the b itte re s t 
and m ost hys te rica l slander cam­
pa ign to be seen in  an election 
fo r  m any years.’’

The by-e lection took place as a 
re s u lt o f tbe death o f the in ­
cumbent Labo rite  member of 
Parliam ent. U nder the term s o f 
the T o ry -La bo r coa lition  and 
electora l truce, the o ther pa rties  
in  the coa lition  governm ent back­
ed the la bo rite  candidate, W il­
liam s. The T ro tsky is ts  made 
clear th a t th a t they would have 
supported the Labor candidate 
aga inst any T o ry  o r L ib e ra l op­
ponent i f  the Labor P a rty  had

(Continued on page 5)

JOCK IiA S T O N

England's Workers 
Protest Layoffs

The B rit is h , as w e ll as the 
A m erican w orkers are fac ing 
mass unem ploym ent, hunger 
and m isery. Accord ing to . a 
June 13 Reuters d ispatch from  
L iverpool, thousands o f w o rk ­
ers fro m  Merseyside war fac ­
tories, among the la rgest in 
the country, marched through 
the streets dem onstra ting  
th e ir  p ro test aga inst postwar 
unem ploym ent.

Three thousand men and 
women began the m arch at 
the N ap ie r A u to  and A irc ra ft  
fac to ry . As they marched, 
they were jo ined by streams 
o f workers from  other firm s.

The French Trotskyists, or­
ganized in the Internationalist 
Communist Party, are valiant­
ly defending their democratic 
rights against brutal police 
measures of the de Gaulle re­
gime. In spite of the ban im­
posed by the reactionary de 
Gaulle government, they are 
continuing, in secret, to bring 
out their organ, La Verite 
(T ru th ), just as they did for 
five years under the iron heel 
of the Nazis.

A June 20 w ireless dispatch 
fro m  P aris  to  the N . Y . T im es 
contains the fo llo w in g  in fo rm a ­
tio n :

“ Some fo re ign  correspondents 
received today in  p la in  envelopes 
m ailed copies o f V e rite , news­
paper o f the T ro ts k y ite  Commun­
ists, which appeared clandestine­
ly d u rin g  the German occupation 
and intends to appear clandes­
tin e ly  du ring  the de Gaulle re ­
gim e i f  necessary.

E D ITO R S  A R R E S TE D
“ D eplo ring  the a rre s t o f three 

o f its  editors, the newspaper de­
manded th a t the T ro tsky  p a rty  
be legalized in France because 
o f its  ro le  in  the resistance move­
ment.

“  ‘We are no t a group o f con­
sp ira to rs ,’ i t  said. -‘We repudiate 
in d iv idu a l action, sabotage and 
te rro rism . O ur a im  is revo lu tion ­
a ry  and no th ing  else’ .”

On top o f th e ir  su ffe rings  
fro m  lack o f food and clo th ing, 
the French T ro tsky is ts  have be­
come the ta rg e t o f a new series 
o f persecutions —  th is  tim e  h u r l­
ed no t by the Nazis b u t by the 
“ dem ocratic lib e ra tio n ”  ru le  o f 
de Gaulle.

De G aulle ’s d ic ta to r ia l sup­
pression o f V e rite  and a rres t o f 
the T ro tsky is ts  is p a r t  o f a con­
certed a tta ck  by ca p ita lis t reac­
tion  on the T ro tsky is ts  th ro u g h ­
out Europe.

LARGE MASS MEETING IN NEW YORK 
LAUNCHES CARLSON NATIONAL TOUR

By Larissa Reed
NEW  YORK, June 22— More 

than 400 workers and new 
readers of The M il i tant  flock­
ed to Webster Hall despite the 
summer heat tonight to hear 
Grace Carlson speak on "W o­
men in Prison’’ and to meet the 
two Trotskyist candidates in 
the forthcoming New York 
municipal elections, Farrell 
Dobbs for mayor and Louise 
Simpson for C ity  Council.

The th ird  fea tu re  o f the even­
ing, as expressed by James P. 
Cannon, na tiona l secre tary o f the 
Socia lis t W orkers P a rty  and 
chairm an o f the m eeting, was to 
“ hear a firs t-hand re p o rt fro m  
the f ir in g  line  in  the Pennsylva­
n ia  coal fields by the outstanding 
labo r rep o rte r in  the coun try  —

cur own A r t  P re is.”  Preis de­
nounced the recent fram e-up  o f 
W illia m  Patterson, a coal m iner 
who was ra ilroaded to  prison  un­
der the vicious anti-Tabor S m ith- 
Connally A ct.

CLASS IN J U S T IC E  
Grace Carlson’s ta lk  was the 

second in  a national to u r she is 
now m aking to  g ive the resu lts 
o f her own experiences in prison 
and to pro test class in jus tice  
against thousands o f women in 
A m erica ’s ja ils . They are v ic ­
tim s o f c a p ita lis t exp lo ita tion , 
poverty  and wars, she declared, 
and “ have no one else except the 
T ro tsky is ts  to speak fo r  them .”  

“ Prison is indeed a te rr ib le  in ­
justice. B u t i t  is  re a lly  on ly one 
more in jus tice  in  th is  te rr ib ly  
co rru p t c a p ita lis t system fu l l  o f 
every k ind o f in jus tice ,”  she said. 
“ Being w ith  women1 in  prison is

to be w ith  workers. A nd  T ro t­
sky is ts  are a lways w ith  and on 
(he side o f the workers, above 
a ll, the m ost oppressed sections. 
Downtrodden women in  prison 
d if fe r  from  downtrodden women 
on the outside on ly in  th a t they 
are more unhappy, frus tra ted , 
and very much more lone ly.”

Denouncing the social system 
which is responsible fo r  women 
being in  prison, Grace Carlson 
declared: “ Women are the doubly 
oppressed v ic tim s  o f cap ita lis t 
society which f irs t  robs them  o f 
th e ir  r ig h t  to lead a decent, d ig ­
nified, f r u i t f u l  li fe  and then robs 
them  o f th e ir  freedom . A f te r  
condemning these women to  pov­
e rty , ignorance, insecu rity  and 
m isery, the c a p ita lis t governm ent 
seizes them, calls them  ‘c r im i­
na ls’ and th row s them  in to  p r is ­
on. Thus they are punished fo r  
I he crim es o f th e ir  oppressors. 
B u t we T ro tsky is ts  w i l l  speak 
out against these in fam ies and 
in jus tices .”

DOBBS’ SPEECH
F a rre l Dobbs, ed ito r o f The 

M il ita n t  and one o f the 18 lead-

(Continued on page 3)

Resolution in Support 
Of William Patterson

F o llow ing  is the tex t o f a 
reso lu tion  adopted unanim ously 
a t the Grace Carlson mass meet­
ing held June 22 a t W ebster 
H a ll, New Y o rk  C ity , under 
the auspices o f the Socialist 
W orkers P a rty :

BE IT  R E S O LV E D : T ha t 
th is  m eeting o f 400 New Y ork  
w orkers held a t W ebster H a ll, 
New Y o rk  C ity , June 22, 1945, 
under the auspices o f the 
Socia list W orkers P a rty , go on. 
record in  support o f the f ig h t  
to  free  W illia m  Patterson, f irs t  
labor v ic tim  ra ilroaded to prison 
fo r  an alleged v io la tio n  o f the 
in fam ous S m ith-C onna lly  “ a n t i­
s tr ik e ”  law , and be i t  fu r th e r  

R E S O LV E D : T ha t we demand 
o f President. T rum an an im ­
mediate and fu l l  pardon fo r  
W illia m  Patterson, and be i t  
f in a lly

R E S O LV E D : T h a t a copy o f 
th is  reso lu tion  be fo rw arded  to 
Local 2399 o f the U n ited  M ine 
W orkers  o f Am erica  o f which 
W illia m  Patterson is a member.

GRACE CARLSON

Wall Street Interests Push 
Senate Bill To Smash Unions

Goodyear S trikers D efy WLB  
U ltim atum  To Return To Work

By Joseph Andreivs

A K R O N , O ., June 2 6  (B y  W ire ) —  Rejecting the governm ent’s strike­
breaking back-to-work ultim atum , 16 ,700  Goodyear R ubber workers at five  
plants here are continuing the ir m ili ant strike into its eleventh day.

The determ ined m em -5
bers o f Local 2 , C IO  U n it­
ed Rubber W orkers, back­
ed by the A kron C IO  
Council, are m aintaining  
a solid fro n t in  defiance 
of orders from  the region­
al and national W LB , 
A rm y and Navy Service 
Force officials, O hio ’s 
Governor Lausche a n d  
the ir own international 
union president, Sherman  
D alrym ple.
P IC K E TS  W A T C H F U L

O rderly  p icke t squads, led by 
local com m itteem en, are m a in ­
ta in in g  a 24-hour v ig il a t a ll 
p lan t gates. Because o f the over­
w he lm ing  support fo r  the s tr ike , 
so fa r  there has been no th re a t 
to break the p icket lines.

A t  a huge local m eeting o f the 
s trike rs , yesterday a resound­
ing, unanimous, vote was recorded 
to continue the s trike . T h is  ac­
tion  was taken a fte r  the workers 
heard the re p o rt o f Local 2 
President C. V . W heeler on his re ­
tu rn  fro m  a W LB  “ show-cause”  
hearing in  W ashington.

So g re a t was the tu rn -o u t fo r  
the m eeting, th a t the  w orkers 
overflow ed a ll the ha lls  in  the 
union bu ild ing , w ith  crowds 
standing outside on Case Avenue 
to hear the re p o rt over the loud 
speaker.

W heeler was the loca l’s main 
spokesman before the W L B  hear­
ing  to “ show cause”  w hy the 
union had rejected the board’s 
back-to -w ork order and w hy the 
local officers had declined to  o r­
der the s tr ike  ended. The union 
o ffic ia ls  consented to appear a t 
the hearing  Sunday on ly  a fte r  
they were issued a subpoena.

The Local 2 president to ld  the 
W LB  hearing : “ I cannot order

IN THE NEWS
Big-Hearted P ro fiteer

F rede rick  C. C raw fo rd , open- 
shop cha irm an o f the board o f 
the N a tiona l Association o f M anu­
fac tu re rs , has discovered th a t 
“ fro m  a hum an ita rian  po in t o f 
view, too m any women should not 
stay in the labor force. Tbc home 
is the basic Am erican u n it .”

*  *  *

S till Fights C ivil W ar
Opposing the b ill fo r  estab lish­

ment. o f a perm anent F a ir E m ­
ploym ent Practices Commission to 
e lim inate  d isc rim ina tion  in in ­
dustry , Senator B ilbo o f M issis­
s ipp i w ro te : “ The in te llige n ts ia  
o f the N egro race believes tha t 
th rough  the FEPC  they w ill 
hasten the day o f destroy ing the 
color line and b ring  about social 
equa lity  between the w h ite  man 
and the black man. I  w i l l  leave 
no th ing  undone th is  side o f 
heaven or he ll to defeat th is  
damnable leg is la tive  scheme.”

(Continued on page 3)

Hoodlum Gang AssauIts 
Briggs Local M il i tants

D E T R O IT  —  T e rro r is t assaults 
by a m ysterious gang o f armed 
hoodlums upon CIO auto union 
m ilita n ts  here has b rough t fo r th  
an o ffe r  o f a $500 rew ard  fro m  
B riggs  Local 212 fo r  in fo rm a tio n  
leading to the a rre s t and convic­
tion  o f the a ttackers o f tw o o f 
;ts lead ing members.

The loca l’s o ffic ia l publication, 
Voice o f Local 212, announced 
the rew ard o ffe r  June 14. It.w a s  
authorized by the loca l’s Execu­
tive  Board. The union paper de­
scribes the fac ts  as fo llow s :

M E M B E R S  A T T A C K E D
“ W ith in  the past tw o  months, 

tw o w ell-know n, m il ita n t  mem­
bers, one o f them  an o ffice r o f 
Local 212, U A W -C IO , were b ru t­
a lly  assaulted by an organized 
gang o f hoodlums.

“ Several weeks ago A r th u r  
Vega, veteran o f W orld  W ar I I ,  
and long associated w ith  the la ­
bor movement o f D e tro it, was 
clubbed w ith  a lead pipe, susta in­
in g  a frac tu red  arm  and other 
in ju ries .

“ Seem ingly emboldened by the 
fa ilu re  o f the Police D epartm ent 
to conduct a v igorous inves tiga ­
tion , these thugs on Thurs. n ig h t 
M ay 17, made a ca re fu lly  planned

attack  on Roy Snowden, ser­
geant-a t-arm s o f Local 212, and 
a prom inent figu re  in  U A W  c ir ­
cles. A s he prepared to enter 
his home, he was set upon fro m  
behind by tw o o r more hoodlums 
and u n m e rc ifu lly  clubbed on the 
nead, arm s and legs.

EXPO SE G ANG STERS
“ A pp a re n tly  dismayed by th e ir  

fa ilu re  to perm anently  disable 
Roy Snowden, these would-be as­
sassins de livered the th rea ten ing  
u ltim a tu m  to  h im : ‘Leave De­
t ro it  pe rm anently  w ith in  24 hours 
or meet you r death.’

“ I t  is evident th a t these gang­
s te r methods are being in troduc­
ed in to  the labo r movement of 
D e tro it on an unprecedented 
scale. These vicious gangster 
tactics m ust be exposed and 
rooted out before any o ther w o rk ­
ers fa ll v ic tim s  to such te rro r is t 
attacks.

“ A n y  member or persons hav­
ing  knowledge which they th in k  
m igh t po in t to  the apprehension 
o f the hoodlums can subm it i t  to 
the In ve s tig a tin g  Com m ittee, hy 
con tacting B ro ther Gordon Mac­
Donald, 10940 Mack Avenue, (D e­
t ro it ) ,  LE nox 3570.”

Not Serious— For Bosses
A U n ited  Business Service 

re p o rt on the a irc ra f t  in du s trv  
states: “ The re leasing o f 1(4 m il­
lion  w orkers o f the  2 m illio n  now 
employed w ill not be too serious, 
since over a th ird  o f the present 
labor force is composed of 
v omen. . . A ir c ra ft  companies 
receive considerable p ro tection  in 
con tract cutbacks.”

*  *  *

No H o rro r Pictures Now!
On June 14, D r. Stephen S. 

Wise, president o f the W orld 
Jew ish Congress, quoted a f irs t ­
hand report from  Germany which 
declared th a t the su rv ivo rs  o f the 
N azi concentration camps, now- 
under A llied  contro l, have such 
“ f r ig h t fu l”  conditions th a t “ some 
internees have said they were 
be tte r o f f  under the Nazis.”  The 
report said: “ Despite the fact 
tha t these people ( in  the camp) 
were liberated by the B r it is h  on 
A p r i l 15, they are s t i l l  liv in g  
under the most unsan ita ry  con­
d itions  im aginable. There is a 
te rr if ic  scarc ity  o f food, medical 
supplies and personnel.”

NEW MEASURE WOULD OUTLAW 
STRIKES, IMPOSE OPEN SHOP

By A rt Preis

Big Business on June 2 0  introduced into the 
United States Senate a legislative “ master p lan”  to  
paralyze and destroy the Am erican labor movem ent 
m the post-war period.

This is the B all-B urton-H atch-H ill Federal La­
mi- Relations B ill designed to abrogate the progres­
sivi features of the W agner Labor Relations Act, the 
Vorris-LaGuardia A nti-In junction  Act and other fed­
erai statutes fo r the protection o f union collective

^bargaining rights.

Soldiers Forced 
To Drive Trucks 
In Chicago Strike

By Tod W ilkinson
CHICAGO, June 22 — For 

seven days the Office of Defense 
Transportation, aided by the 
United Stales Arm y and local

B U L L E T IN
C H IC AG O , June 26 —  In  the 

face o f A rm y  s tr ikeb reak ing , in ­
dependent union truekd rive rs  to ­
day voted to  end th e ir  m il ita n t  
10-day s tr ike .

officials of Daniel Tobin's AFL 
Teamsters, has striven to crush 
the second strike within a month 
ol Chicago truck drivers. For 
the first time in history, the 
Army is manning strike-bound 
property with its own person­
nel, forcing troops to work as 
scab drivers and helpers.

This s tr ik e  o f 12,000 tru c k  
d rive rs  began June 16, fo llo w in g  
an cigh t-to -one vote fo r  s tr ik e  in 
an N L R B  po ll on June 15 and a 
provocative announcement by the 
W ar Labor Board th a t i t  was 
postponing decision on the d r ive rs ’ 
demands pending a rev iew  o f its  
po licy in the tru c k in g  in du s try . 
In order to  discourage a greater- 
p a rtic ip a tio n  in  the s tr ik e  vote, 
on the ve ry  day o f the N LR B

(Continued on page 2)

Termed by its  sponsors an “ In ­
d u s tria l Peace”  b ill,  the measure 
is ac tu a lly  a v ir tu a l decla ra tion  
o f w-ar against the m ost cherished 
and hard-won r ig h ts  o f labor—  
free, unregim ented unions, union 
secu rity  th rough  the closed shop 
and, above a ll, the r ig h t to s trike .

I ts  o r ig in  and sponsorship, the 
pra ise i t  has im m ed ia te ly  evoked 
fro m  the m ost rab id ly  a n ti- la b o r 
papers, the welcome embrace 
p ro m p tly  accorded i t  by outspoken 
Congressional labo r - ha ters are 
su ffic ie n t to brand the tru e  
character and purpose o f th is  b ill.

B IL L  D E N O U N C E D
A t the same tim e, no t in m any 

years has there been such im ­
mediate, v igorous and unanim ous 
denunciation o f a proposed federa l 
s ta tu te  as the b last unloosed 
aga inst the B a ll-B u rto n -H a tch - 
i l i l l  b ill by every single sector 
and p rom inen t leader o f the  
A m erican un ion movement.

No m ore sweeping p lan  to 
s trang le  organized labor has ever 
been in troduced in to  the federa l 
leg is la tu re . V ir tu a lly  every p ro v i­
sion long sought by the corpora te 
monopolies and th e ir  agdnts to 
crush un ionism  are incorporated 
in th is  measure.

In  its  broad fea tu res i t  embodies 
the in fam ous “ five -p o in t”  p ro ­
gram  d ra fte d  by the N a tio n a l 
Association o f M anufacture rs  and 
U. S. Cham ber o f Commerce. In  
its  e laborate deta ils, so complex 
th a t on ly  a sk illed  la w ye r can 
understand the t r ic k y  im p lica ­
tions, i t  closes every conceivable 
loophole fo r  free  un ionism . Am ong

(Continued on page 2)

ALLIES FOIST N E W  
CAB IN ET O N  IT A L Y

By P aul Abbott
The Allies have brought forward another puppet cabinet 

on the Italian political stage. Like the previous Badoglio and 
Bonomi regimes, the latest cabinet does not express the w ill of 
the Italian people. On the contrary it  constitutes part of the 
Allied effort to strangle the rising Socialist revolution. It w ill 
prove as unstable as the preceding cabinets, continuing to re­
flect the profound economic and social crisis convulsing Italy.

Selected to  head the new cabi-“ 
net as P rem ier, F errucc io  P a rr i 
is one o f the leaders o f the A c ­
tio n  P a rty  in  N o rth  I ta ly .  H is  
designation is qu ite  ev iden tly  an 
a ttem p t to  d iv e rt the revo lu tion ­
a ry  energy o f the no rthern  indus­
t r ia l  w o rkers  in to  channels where 
i t  can m ost easily be contro lled 
a"nd dra ined away w ith o u t dam ­
age to  Ita lia n  cap ita lism . P a r r i ’s 
f irs t  speech in  office was a call 
fo r  “ confidence”  in  the A llie s  
and a plea to  the an ti-fasc is ts  to  
cease c a rry in g  ou t “ sum m ary 
jus tice  and ille g a l executions”  o f 
fascists.

S IN IS T E R  N O T E
The designation o f the S ta lin ­

is t, P a lm iro  T o g lia tt i,  as M in is ­
te r  o f Justice, has s in is te r im ­
plications. I t  was T o g l ia t t i ’s w i l l ­
ingness to  take a post w ith  ex­
fascists and to support A llie d  
m il i ta ry  ru le  w h ich  made possi­
ble the Badoglio and Bonom i 
cabinets. In  h is present post, he 
can d irec t the assassination of 
m il ita n t  w orkers and revo lu tio n ­
a ry  socia lists w h ile  labe ling  them  
“ fasc is ts .”  The A llie s  are p re ­
p a rin g  fo r  a b lood le tting  in  Ita ly , 
w ith  th e ir  S ta lin is t agents cast 
fo r  the ro le  o f flngerm en and 
butchers.

P ie tro  N enn i, “ socia lis t,”  has 
taken a post as v ice -p rem ier in 
the  new cabinet. Nenn i has an-

nounccd h is  in te n tio n  to cam­
pa ign  fo r  a C onstituent Assem ­
b ly  and an end to  the m onarchy. 
B u t like  the re s t o f the cabinet 
he prom ised the  A llie d  Commis­
sion to  respect the “ truce ”  con­
cern ing  the m onarchy and he took 
a fo rm a l oath before C rown 
Prince H um bert “ no t to  do any­
th in g  before the convocation o f 
tb e C onstituent Assem bly th a t 
in any w ay would pre jud ice the  
solution o f the in s titu t io n a l ques­
tio n .”

The A llie s  and th e ir  I ta lia n

(Continued on page 6)
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Army Runs Truck Lines In  Chicago Strike
(Continued from  page 1)

p o ll the O.D.T. unexpectedly 
“ seized”  the 1.700 tru c k  lines not 
a lready in  its  con tro l since the 
previous s trike .

TROOPS M O V E  IN
A rm y  troops were being- moved 

in to  th is  c ity  even before the 
s tr ik e  - vote resu lts  were an­
nounced. Some 1,500 m il ita ry  
po lice were quartered on N o rth ­
e r ly  Is land by June 15. On June 
18, a rm y o ffic ia ls  announced 3,500 
were, ava ilable, w ith  more tho u ­
sands pouring  in on every tra in . 
A  to ta l o f 14,000 troops, inc lud ing  
a r t i l le ry  and a n tita n k  un its , is 
prom ised w ith in  the ne x t three 
clays.

P riva te  trucks, d riven  by A rm y  
personnel, appeared on the streets 
the  m orn ing  o f June 18. Large 
red and w h ite  posters on both 
sides s ta ted : “ W A R N IN G ! This 
tru c k  is being operated by the 
U n ited  States G overnm ent by- 
order o f the President under the 
W ar Labor D isputes A c t. In te r ­
ference w ith  the governm ent 
opera tion o f th is  tru ck  is punish­
able by a fine o f no t more than 
$5,000 or by im prisonm ent fo r not 
more than one year, or both.”

O nly 400 troop -d riven  trucks  
appeared June 18, bu t the num ber 
has since in c rea sed 'da ily  as the 
A rm y  augmented its  forces and 
a sca tte ring  o f A F L  Team sters 
Loca l 7-05 members were forced 
back to w o rk  by T ob in ’s goons.

CLOSED R A N K S
However, the heart o f the 

s tr ike , the members o f the  in ­
dependent Chicago T ru ck  D rive rs  
U n ion, which conducted the M ay 
s tr ik e  and cla im s a m a jo r ity  o f 
the c ity ’s cartage d rive rs , have 
closed ranks to a man. N o t even 
the governm ent strike-breakers 
have dared to c la im  th a t a single 
independent union d r iv e r has 
re tu rned  to w ork.

They are f ig h tin g  fo r  $47 to 
to $56.50 wages fo r  a 48-hour 
week, denied by the W LB , which 
fixed a scale o f $42.50 to $51.50 
fo r  51 hours. O vertim e pay fo r  
Chicago d rive rs  begins on ly  a fte r  
51 hours, instead o f the standard 
48. T h is  issue provoked the 
previous week-long s tr ik e  in  M ay, 
which was halted a fte r  the f irs t  
governm ent “ seizure”  and W LB  
p r o m i s e s  to reconsider the 
demand.

In  the face o f armed fo rc e ,, 
in tim id a tio n  and provocations by 
the brass hats and O .D .T., inde­
pendent union p icke t cars are on 
the streets, persuading c iv ilia n  
d rive rs  to tu rn  back. There have 
been one o r tw o  unpublic ized run - 
ins w ith  m il ita ry  police. P icke ting  
has been especially e ffec tive  a t 
the la rg e r term inals.

A t  the Keeshin M o to r Express, 
one o f the la rges t over-the-road 
firm s, the d rive rs , organized 100 
percent, in  the independent union, 
?.rp ou t solid. F ee ling  aga inst 
Keeshin is especially h igh  bc-i 
cause he tr ie d  to fire  a ll his driv-- 
e rs  fo llo w in g  the M ay s trike , 
and is sueing the un ion fo r  $1,- 
000,000 fo r  a lleged “ s tr ike  dam ­
age.”  A f te r  seven days, the I l ­
lino is  M o to r T ruck  O pera tors ’ 
Association and Chicago Cartage 
Exchange cla im  only 30 per cent 
norm al operations.

T O B IN  SCABS
When thousands o f A F L  

Team sters Local 705 members 
jo ined the s tr ike , T ob in ’s local 
representatives engaged in  the 
most sham eful s trikeb reak ing . 
Even before the s tr ik e  began, 
Tob in ’s vice-president h e r e ,  
H enry B urger, issued statem ents 
tha t his in te rn a tio n a l “ does not 
believe in  s trikes anywhere d u r­
ing the w ar.”

B urge r has since pledged to  
“ -cooperate in  every way w ith  the
O. D. T. and the a rm y .”  He in ­
v ited  the O. D. T. to  place its  
representative in the  I. B. T. 
headquarters “ to  expedite the

supply o f m il ita ry  guards toii> 
I. B. T. members who w ant to 
w o rk .”  W ires were sent to a ll 
members o rde ring  them back to 
w ork.

Since las t Tuesday, carloads o f 
T ob in ’s goons, in  groups o f a 
hundred, w ent fro m  barn to barn, 
fo rc in g  the s tr ike rs , under phys i­
cal th rea t, to  man the trucks.
1. B. T. members were slugged 
on the streets when they refused. 
Nevertheless, there have been 
m any instances o f A F L  d rive rs  
w a lk in g  o f f  the job again ra th e r 
than w o rk  under m il ita ry  police 
escorts. They don’t  like  “ cop­
pers”  on th e ir  trucks .

S TR IK E R S  D R A F T E D

The a n ti- la b o r da ily  press and 
the O. D. T. are e xe rtin g  te rr if ic  
pressure to  dem oralize the s t r ik ­
ers. D ra ft  deferm ents are being 
revoked. A lre ad y  37 s tr ike rs  
have been turned over to  th e ir  
local d ra ft  boards. The O. D. T. 
threatens to seek revocation of 
a $100-per-man re troac tive  pay 
award prev iously  made by the 
W LB . The F B I is snooping fo r  
S m ith -C onna ily  a n ti-s tr ik e  law  
v io la to rs.

N o t a ll the troops are acting  
w illin g ly  as strikebreakers. There 
have been innum erable boss com­
p la in ts  about a rm y d rive rs  and 
guards fa il in g  to  show up fo r  
w o r k .  T roop -driven  c iv ilia n  
trucks have a way o f b reaking 
tra ff ic  regulations, go ing w rong 
on one-way streets, n ick ing  corn­
ers o f f  a bu ild ing , tak ing , tw o 
hours to back a tru ck  to  (lie dock, 
upse tting  trucks  in reg re ttab le  
accidents, ig n o rin g  speed laws, 
etc.

I t  is reported th a t tw o  ba t­
ta lions o f “ w o rk  o r f ig h t”  sol­
diers (d ra fte d  fo r  a lleged ly re ­
fu s in g  to rem ain on o r accept a 
w a r jo b ) fro m  Camp E llis , I l l i ­
nois, refused to  a c t1 as s tr ik e ­
breakers when they were to ld  
they would receive on ly reg u la r 
army, pay, a fte r  they had asked 
“ W ill we ge t S4 a d a y? ”

Seamen’s Bonus Cut 
By Maritime Board

NEW  YORK, June 25. — 
Merchant seamen last week 
were caught in a pincer move­
ment by the Maritime War 
Emergency Board and the ship 
operators. The government 
agency announced a war-risk 
bonus cut, effective July 15, 
which w ill amount to a 40 per­
cent reduction in pay-off for 
the Atlantic Ocean run.

A t the same tim e, A tla n tic  
operators f la t ly  rejected wage 
ad justm ents demanded by the N a­
tio n a l M a ritim e  Union (C IO ). 
T h is  m arks the beg inn ing o f a 
large-scale offensive by the ship 
operators and th e ir  governm ent 
agencies against the  l iv in g  and 
w o rk in g  standards o f Am erican 
seamen.

The w a r-r is k  bonus w il l  be cut 
to  $80 and $40 per m onth in cer­
ta in  sections o f the A tla n tic  
Ocean. Instead o f the fo rm e r 
bonus scale ran g ing  up to  $100 
per m onth plus $5 per day, fo r  
those areas where the bonus was 
100 per cent, a f la t  $80 per 
m onth  w ill be paid, o r 66 2 /3  pe r­
cent o f the base wage scale. F o r 
those areas where the bonus was 
66 2 /3 0  o f the base pay i t  w ill 
he cut in h a lf, to  $40 per m onth.

T A Y L O R ’S S T A T E M E N T
The chairm an o f the Am erican 

M erchant M arine  In s titu te , F rank  
J. T ay lo r, issued a prepared 
sta tem ent on beha lf o f the  oper­
a to rs  to  the  N M U  ne go tia ting  
com m ittee a fte r  the bonus cut 
had been announced. T h is  sta te­

ment, presen ting  the position  o f 
37 m a jo r steamship companies, 
which are ac tin g  as general 
agents fo r  the W a r S hipp ing A d ­
m in is tra tio n  on the A tla n tic  and 
G u lf coasts, m ainta ined “ th a t the 
present earnings o f seamen are 
fa ir  and reasonable.”  To th is , 
T a y lo r added th a t seamen’s base 
wages m ust rem ain' frozen  even 
a fte r  A L L  bonuses are e lim in a t­
ed to enable A m erican  operators 
to compete w ith  fo re ign  m aritim e  
nations in the  post-w ar period.

Both the operators and the 
N M U  ne go tia ting  com m ittee sent 
te legram s to  the Labor C oncilia­
t ion  Service, requesting th a t the 
d ispute be certified  to  the N a­
tio n a l W ar Labor Board. The 
W LB  has a s im ila r  case before 
i l  which was p rev ious ly  subm it­
ted by the Seafarers In te rn a tio n ­
al Un ion (A F L )  and 12 A tla n tic  
coast steam ship operators having 
contracts w ith  th a t union.

W A Y  TO W IN
The demands o f the unions in 

both cases are fo r  a 55 cent hour­
ly  m in im um  and overtim e fo r 
Saturday afte rnoon and Sunday, 
thus ad justing  the base wage fo r  
seamen to  the approxim ate  level 
o f w a rtim e  earnings.

The record o f the W LB  in re ­
fus in g  to ad ju s t wages to  meet 
the r is in g  cost o f  l iv in g  holds 
l i t t le  hope fo r  seamen th a t th e ir 
demands w i l l  be granted by th is  
agency. I ts  decisions are meas­
ured by the “ L i t t le  Steel fo rm u la ”  
and the on ly  instance where the 
wage freeze was broken was in  
the case o f the m ine w orkers
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The ardent admirers of the 
Nazi regime are not confined to 
German capitalists. They can be 
found too among the Allied 
plutocrats. Mistress Sidney 
Boyd, for instance, who is 
mayoress of the London 
borough of Hampstead, spoke 
nt a rational council of women 
cn June 20. She demanded 
compulsory organizations for 
British children who “are not 
old enough for freedom.”

In defending this fascist-like 
proposal she revealed the model 
she had been studying: “The 
youth organizations in Ger­
many were marvelous,” she 
gushed, “except that Hitler 
lorgot about God.”

who were forced to  take s trike  
action.

Seamen’s wage demands can be 
won. B u t the  leaders o f the 
m a ritim e  unions —  both .NMU 
and S IU  —  have no e ffec tive  p ro ­
gram  fo r  a rea l f ig h t on the ques­
tion . They recognize the “ r ig h t ”  
o f the ship operators to d raw  o f f  
m illio ns  o f do lla rs in p ro fits  fro m  
th is  governm ent-owned and gov­
e r n  m e n t-subsidized in du s try . 
These subsidies, instead o f go ing 
fo r  p ro fits  to  a com ple te ly use­
less group o f “ opera tors,”  m ust 
be converted in to  wages fo r  sea­
men who ac tu a lly  operate the 
ships. Thus, any serious demand 
fo r  wage ad justm ents m ust in ­
clude the demand to k ick  ou t the 
phony “ shipowners”  and oper­
ate the ships under un ion con tro l.

The demand th a t governm ent 
re ta in  ow nership o f the m aritim e  
in d u s try  under con tro l o f the un­
ions w ill i f  won, resu lt in  h igher 
wages. I t  can be won by seamen 
on ly th rough  the independent 
s treng th  o f th e ir  unions, w ith  the 
support o f the organized labor 
movement. T h is  means th a t the 
m aritim e  unions m ust break 
th e ir p o lit ic a l ties w ith  the oper­
ato rs and th e ir  po litica l stooges 
in  W ashington and prepare to 
counter the o ffens ive  launched 
by t h e  governm ent-opera tor 
com bination.
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P ro testing  W illow  R un  Shut-Down

The girl above has one problem that takes precedence over all others — regular eating. She 
is one of thousands who were affected by contract cancellations at Henry Ford's Willow Run 
bomber plant, Detroit. This week she and scores of others picketed the War Manpower Com­
mission’s office in protest against WMC's fail ure to furnish jobs at fair wages. CIO News Photo

New Union-Busting Bill 
Pushed In U. S. Senate

(Continued from page 1)

the basic fea tures o f the b il l are 
the fo llo w in g :

1. I t  would v ir tu a lly  ou tlaw  a ll 
strikes.

P ro h ib itio n  o f s trikes  and com­
pu lso ry  a rb itra t io n  are dicta ted 
in a ll disputes “ a ffe c tin g  public 
u t il it ie s  o r services such as m ilk , 
coal o r o il. ”  T h is  could be in ­
te rp re ted  to include every basic 
in d u s try— a ll o f w h ich  a ffe c t the 
“ public in te res t.”

O U T L A W  S T R IK E S
S trikes a r is in g  fro m  “ grievance 

disputes,”  in v o lv in g  the app lica ­
tion  o f the term s o f e x is ting  union 
contracts, are p roh ib ited . Th is 
would p e rm it em ployers to  v io late 
contracts w ith  im p u n ity , pending 
in te rm inab le  m ediation, a rb itra ­
tion , governm ent “ studies”  and 
cou rt action, a ll provided in  the 
b ill.

2. I t  would make impossible 
the maintenance o f union security  
and closed shop contracts.

No closed shop con trac t could 
be g ranted unless the union 
secures, in  a governm ent-regu la t­
ed vote, a 60 percent m a jo r ity  o f 
a ll w orkers in a p la n t fo r  such a 
con tract and unless the union 
represents 75 percent o f the w o rk ­
ers employed.

Regulation, o f conditions o f 
membership would be determ ined 
by the governm ent. No union 
whose ru les fo r  m em bership did 
not meet w ith  the  standards o f 
“ democracy”  held by the em­
ployers— inc lud ing  the admission 
o f scabs and known company 
agents— could ge t a closed shop 
contract.

3. The b ill calls fo r  a sweeping 
federal “ in ves tig a tion ”  o f a ll 
unions by a proposed new. five- 
m an ' Federal Labor Relations 
Board and the prepara tion  o f 
fu r th e r  laws, based on these “ in ­
vestiga tions.”  to “ clean up”  the 
unions.

BA S E D  ON S L A N D E R
T h is  prov is ion , based on the 

slanderous in ference th a t a ll 
unions are “ racke ts,”  would sub­
je c t the labor movem ent to  an 
unprecedented w itch -hu n t. A l l  the 
books, records and confidentia l 
m a tte rs ’ o f  the union would be 
th ro w n  open fo r  the inspection 
o f the em ployers th rou gh  th e ir  
governm ent agents.

F rom  th is  “ in ves tig a tion ”  would 
stem laws fo r  governm ent reg u la ­
tion o f union elections, inspection 
o f union books, a ban on labor in  
po litics , re s tr ic tio n  o f the use o f 
union funds, as in s trikes or 
p o lit ic a l campaigns, re s tr ic tio n  o f 
dues and in it ia t io n  fees.

A corps o f federa l inspectors 
would be established who could 
invade a union a t any tim e, such 
as d u rin g  a s tr ike , Seize its  
records, im pound its  funds, and 
harass its  leaders.

4. I t  would “ m od ify ”  the most 
progressive fea tures o f the 
W agner Labor Relations A ct.

Unions “ as w e ll as em ployers”  
would be subject to governm ent 
re s tra in t fo r  so-called “ u n fa ir  
labo r practices.”  U nder th is  'head­
ing, e ffo r ts  o f a un ion to organize 
w orkers, oppose com pany-union 
and an ti- la b o r elements, e lim ina te  
spies and scabs, enforce union 
regu la tions, m ig h t be term ed 
“ u n fa ir  labo r practices.”

C A N N E R Y  W O R KERS
O ver 1,500,000 w orkers  now 

covered by the de fin ition  o f in ­
te rs ta te  commerce and protected 
by the  W agner A c t would be 
deprived o f th is  safeguard 
th rough  a “ narrow ed”  in te rp re ta ­
tion  o f the scope o f the  W agner 
b ill.  A  specific clause o f the  new' 
b i l l would deprive cannery and 
packing w orkers —  under the 
heading o f “ a g r ic u ltu ra l w o rke rs ”  
— o f W agner A c t p ro tection .

5, I t  would cut the heart ou t of 
the N o rr is  - LaG uard ia  A n t i - In ­

ju nc tio n  B il l and subject unions 
to  harassment by in junctions and 
suits.

The Federal Labor Relations 
Board proposed in the new b ill 
would be pe rm itte d  to seek cou rt 
in jun c tion s  to h a lt any ac tiv itie s  
o f a union. I t  would p e rm it em­
ployers v ir tu a lly  un restric ted  
r ig 'h t to  harass unions w ith  cou rt 
actions fo r  “ re s titu tio n , repara ­
tion  . . .  o r o ther re lie f .”

These provis ions, as w e ll as 
m any others, make the new b ill 
a “ la w y e r’s paradise.”  I t  provides 
so many features fo r  cou rt review' 
and su its th a t the unions could be 
tied up in  endless lit ig a t io n  and 
be driven in to  financ ia l bank­
rup tcy .

6. The proposed Federal Labor 
Relations Board could impose 
harsh penalties.

I f  a union o r union o ffic ia l 
fa ile d  to accept any decision o f 
the board, i t  could w ith d ra w  
recogn ition o f the  union o r its  
o fficers as ba rga in ing  agents fo r  
the workers.

In  addition, anyone w'liom the 
board declared to  be “ im ped ing”  
its  w o rk  w ould be sub ject to  a 
$5,600 fine and a year in  prison.

No g re a te r blow  could have 
been dealt a t th is  tim e  to  the 
phony cap ita l - labor “ p e a c e  
cha rte r”  w h ich the un ion o ffic ia ls  
have been t r y in g  to  peddle to the 
worker's, tha n  the in troduc tion  of 
th is  vic ious b ill.  I t  s trips  bare and 
exposes the  rea l aim s o f the 
A m erican p lu tocracy.

TRADE UNION 
NOTES 

VOTE TROTSKYIST!
In the Coming New York Elections

Am ong o ther im p o rta n t issues, the Socia list W orkers P a rty  
E lection P la tfo rm  advocates:

M A K E  NEW  YORK 100 PERCENT UNION!

G overnm ent bureaucrats and trade  un ion o ffic ia ls  c a rry in g  
out the  no -s trike  pledge have paralyzed the labo r movement. 
W ith o u t the no -s trike  pledge the bosses could no t have 
m a in ta ined the v'age freeze.

Rescind the  no -s trike  pledge! W ith d ra w  union represen­
ta tives fro m  the em ployer-dom inated W a r Labo r Board! P u t 
union men in  o ffice who w i l l  represent the w orkers  in  labor 
disputes! F ree the trade  unions fro m  the shackles fo rged  by 
B ig  Business.

Annual Wage —  How ?
W hen the union leaders, both 

A F L  and CIO, ra ised the  demand 
fo r  a guaranteed annual wage, i t  
was gene ra lly  assumed th e y  were 
seeking fed e ra l le g is la tio n  re ­
q u ir in g  the em ployers to  pay 
m in im um  secu rity  u'ages based 
on continuous em ploym ent. The 
demand was placed d ire c tly  be­
fo re  the  la te  P resident Roosevelt, 
who shunted i t  in to  the hands o f 
a com m ittee fo r  “ s tudy.”  T h is  
“ s tud y”  has ye t to  begin.

B u t the  CIO  and A F L  leaders 
have a lready beat a re trea t. W il­
liam  Green says he -wants the 
em ployers to agree to th is  de­
mand “ on a vo lunta i-y, n o t com­
pu lso ry  basis.”  P h ilip  M u rra y , 
W'ho ra ised the b iggest hue and 
ho lle r on th is  issue, now states 
th a t “ a ll the un ion (C IO  Steel- 
w 'orkers) is ask ing w ith  its  re ­
quest fo r  an annual guarantee 
is th a t the  steel corpora tions, 
w h ich have th e ir  guarantee (o f 
continued b ig  p ro f its ) ,  m ake a 
f irm  com m itm ent to  th e ir  em ploy­
ees.”

In  e ffec t, th is  means th a t the 
pro jected crusade fo r  the  annual 
w'age w i l l  bo il dow'n to  numerous 
disconnected sk irm ishes w 'ith in ­
d iv idu a l em ployers, m ost o f 
whom, we can be sure, w i l l  m ere­
ly  sco ff a t the idea. A l l  i t  W'ould 
mean w'ould be a host o f new 
cases to  be buried am ong a ll the 
others by the W a r Labo r Board, 
or some o ther governm ent agency.

How does M u rra y  propose to 
ge t any b ig  corpora tion  to  “ vo l­
u n ta r ily ”  make a “ f irm  com m it­
m en t”  on th is  o r any o ther de­
mand? The corpora tions have 
laughed in  the face o f the  unions 
d u rin g  the w a r on even the sm a ll­
est demand and are m ob iliz in g  
fo r  an a ll-o u t assault on labo r in  
the com ing period. B u t M u rra y  
pursues the po licy o f “ peace”  and 
ins is ts  on the con tinua tion  o f the 
no -s trike  po licy.

There is  on ly  one -way to  w in  
the guaranteed annual secu rity  
w'age. T h a t is by a un ited, m il i­
ta n t f ig h t  o f a ll labo r fo r  a com­
pu lso ry  annual w'age system. And 
i f  the p ro fite e r in g  em ployers —  
w'ho con tinu a lly  demand govern­
m ent com pulsion aga inst the 
v 'o rkers  — * can’t  ensure steady 
w o rk  and V'ages, then le t the 
governm ent take over th e ir  p lan ts 
and operate them  under w o rke rs ’ 
con tro l.

*  *  *

T o b in ’s Latest Outburst
A F L  Team sters P resident Dan­

iel Tobin is the f i r s t  and on ly  
prom inen t un ion leader, to our 
knovdedge, who has come out in  
fa v o r o f W a ll S tree t’s p lan to 
Prussianize the cou n try  th rough  
peacetime m il i ta ry  conscrip tion. 
A ll the m a jo r labo r o rgan iza tions 
have gone on record in  opposi­
tion .

Tob in ’s personal organ, The In ­
te rna tiona l Team ster, in  the June 
issue contains a fea tu red leading 
ed ito ria l en titled  “ Keep M il i ­
ta ry  C o nscrip tion !”  T h is  comes 
ou t a t a tim e  when armed troops 
are be ing used in an a tte m p t to

By Joseph K e lle r
smash the Chicago tru c k  d rive rs  
s trike , in vo lv in g  am ong others 
thousands o f m em bers o f T ob in ’s 
ov'n union —  a g r im  fo recast o f 
w ha t the em ploying class hopes 
to  do, in  p a rt, w ith  the  peace­
tim e  conscripts.

Tob in ’s “ fu tu re  w a r preven­
t io n ”  argum ents have the fa m i­
lia r  r in g  o f the W a ll S tree t p ro ­
pagandists o f perm anent m il i ta r ­
ism. He adds his ow n fan ta s tic  
note about “ a h ig h ly  financed 
cam paign against fu tu re  p repa r­
edness,”  “ sm arte r people than  the 
pac ifis ts . . - - supp ly ing  the

T ru m a n ’s Answer
A committee of 20 UAW-CIO 

local presidents recently se­
cured an interview with Tru­
man to find out what he pro­
poses to do about cutbacks and 
unemployment.. He answered:' 
“Gentlemen, I am interested in 
only two things, winning the 
war, and winning the peace.” 
He said it three times — and 
nothing more.

money,” etc. But it’s no secret 
who supplies the money for the 
peacetime militarism campaign— 
the wealthiest and most powerful 
anti-labor interests in the coun­
try. And it’s no secret, either, on 
whose side Tobin is lined up!

“ Go On Back H o m e !”
M illio n s  o f w o rkers  v rere lu red  

by em ployer propaganda and the  
need fo r  jobs to  leave th e ir  horn« 
tow ns and go in to  the w'ar indus­
t r y  centers. In  m any instances 
the y  had to liv e  in  shack tow ns; 
they  were robbed r ig h t  and le f t  
fo r  the necessities o f l i fe ;  th e ir  
wages were frozen  and th e y  were 
frozen to  the  jobs.

N ow  th a t the  bosses w a n t to  
toss them  on the  unemployed 
scrap-heap, they  are be ing to ld  
to  “ go back home v'here you be­
long .”  I f  they  have any savings, 
they are being pressured to  use 
th e ir  la s t cent to  re tu rn  to  th e ir  
p re -w a r towns, broke and w ith ­
ou t any prospects fo r  jobs.

We expect th a t  fro m  the  em­
ployers. B u t now we have the 
exam ple o f a professed un ion 
leader, F ra n k  X . M a rte l, p res i­
dent o f the D e tro it and W ayne 
C oun ty  Federa tion  o f Labor, 
hand ing o u t th is  v ic ious lin e  ia  
a f ro n t  page e d ito r ia l o f D e tro it 
Labor News, June 9.

I l is  advice to  hundreds o f thou­
sands o f CIO  auto, w o rkers  (he 
th in ks  in  th is  fash ion he m ay 
make i t  easier to  m a in ta in  jobs 
fo r  A F L  members who pay th e ir  
dues) is “ fo r  them  to  leave now, 
before th e ir  savings are used up.”  
He te lls  them  “ there  never was 
before, and there is no hope now, 
o f p ro v id in g  em ploym ent fo r  a ll 
the people who have been b rough t 
to  th is  com m un ity”  —  so pack 
up and scram ! T h a t’s how  one 
so-called labo r leader proposes 
to  “ solve”  the  g ro w in g  unem ploy­
m ent problem .

10 Years Ago 
In The M ilitant

JUNE 2 9 , 1935
D IX O N , HI. —  F o u r companies o f N a tion a l Guardsmen were sent 

by G overnor H e n ry  H o m e r o f I llin o is  to  help the S tover M anu­
fa c tu r in g  and Engine Co. o f F reeport, 111. smash a s tr ik e  w h ich 
had kep t the p la n t id le  since M ay 7. The A F L  In te rn a tio n a l 
M olders and In te rn a tio n a l M ach in is ts  unions had demanded 
res to ra tion  o f tw o  10 percent pay cuts and the  r ig h t  to  ba rga in  
co llective ly .

D A V E N P O R T , la . —  The s ta te ’s en tire  m il ita ry  forces converged 
on Omaha June 16 fu l ly  equipped to  in tim id a te  the s tr ik e rs  o f 
the Omaha and Council B lu ffs  R a ilw ay  Co., who w alked o u t on 
A p r i l  20 when th e ir  demands fo r  h ig h e r wages, s h o rte r hours 
and fu l l  recogn ition  o f th e ir  un ion was refused.

The m il it ia  was sent because the s tr ik e  held f irm  despite the  
fa c t th a t the  day p re v io us ly  the po lice had tu rned  th e ir  guns 
on the s tr ik e rs  k i l l in g  one and w ounding 50. They also hurled 
tea r gas bombs and Burned and overturned a num ber o f cars.

P A C IF IC  N O R T H W E S T  —  A  s tr ik e  o f 40,000 lum ber w orkers in  
W ashing ton, Oregon and N o rth e rn  C a lifo rn ia  continued despite 
open te r ro r  b y  the  m il it ia .  The m il l owners m obilized an a rm y  
o f s trike -b reakers , thugs, police and N a tio n a l Guardsmen in  an 
a tte m p t to open s ix  m ills  in  Tacoma, W ash, and seven m ills  in  
P ortland , Ore. In  E ureka, Cal., the police fired  upon the s tr ike rs , 
k i l l in g  one and w ound ing several.

N A T A L IA  T R O T S K Y  —  In  a pub lic  le tte r  w r it te n  fro m  th e ir  exile  
in  France, N a ta lia  T ro ts k y  warned th a t Sergei, youngest son 
o f Leon and N a ta lia  T ro tsky , who had rem ained behind in  the 
Soviet U n ion, was the  la te s t ob ject o f S ta lin 's  vengeance. 
Because o f h is a rre s t a t the beg inn ing  o f the  year and h is be­
in g  held in  S ta lin ’s prison , N a ta lia  demanded an inves tiga tion .

YOUNGSTOWN
Groce Carlson - Class W ar Prisoner

W ill Speak on

" WOMEN IN  PRISON"  
Y O U N G S TO W N  SCHOO L O F S O C IA L  S C IE N C E  

225 N . Phelps S tree t 
Saturday, J u ly  7, 8 p. m.

—  Y O U  are urged to  a ttend ! —
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BIG NEW YORK MEETING 
HEARS CARLSON TALK

P A T TE R S O N  CASE 
A r t  Preis denounced the im ­

prisonm ent o f W illia m  Patterson, 
40-year-old union coal m iner 
f r o  m l i t t le  company - owned 
D aisytow n, Pa., under the in fa m ­
ous S m ith-C onna lly  a n ti-s tr ik e  
law . Preis was the on ly  labor 
re p o rte r to v is it  P atterson in  
prison. P a tte rson ’s case was 
fea tu red in The M ilita n t.

“ P atterson is the f irs t  A m e ri­
can w o rke r to  be ra ilroaded to 
prison under th is  vicious a n ti- la ­
bor law  and ve ry  lik e ly  he w ill 
not be the last. The W a ll S tree t 
ru le rs  and th e ir  governm ent 
wanted to establish a precedent 
and thereby strengthen the law  
by ja i in g  Patterson. W e T ro t­
skyis ts  knew  i t  was our du ty  to 
expose th is  grave in jus tice  
against a unign m ilita n t, and to 
arouse the whole labor movement 
as to  its  m eaning.”

A  reso lu tion ca llin g  upon 
P resident T rum an  to im m edia te­
ly  and uncond itiona lly  pardon 
W illia m  .Patterson was passed 
unanim ously by the m eeting. A  
collection o f a lm ost $300 was 
taken to help the N ew  Y o rk  C ity  
e lection cam paign fund . The 
m eeting concluded w ith  the s ing­
in g  o f The In te rna tiona le .

GRACE CARLSON'S 
TOUR SCHEDULE
C IT Y

Rochester,

B u ffa lo ,
P ittsbu rgh ,
A kron ,
Youngstown,
Cleveland,
Toledo,
D e tro it,

Chicago,

M ilwaukee,
St. Louis,
Los Angeies,

San Francisco,

Seattle,

M issoula, 
P lentywood, 
Tw in  C ities,

D A T E
F r i.  - Sat. - 

June 29, 30 
Monday, J u ly  2 
Tuesday, Ju ly  3 

Thurs., J u ly  5 
Sat., J u ly  7 

Sunday, J u ly  8 
Monday, J u ly  9 

Tues. - Wed., 
J u ly  10, 11 

Sat. to  Mon. 
J u ly  14 to 16 

Tuesday, Ju ly  17 
Thursday, J u ly  19 

Thurs. to  Wed., 
A ug . 2 to  8 

F r i.  to  Sun. 
A ug . 10-12 

Tues. to  Thurs., 
Aug. 14 to 16 

F rid a y , A ug . 17 
Sunday, A ug . 19 

A ug us t 22

I t  Took H ard  W o rk
In  the 30 years since the death 

o f P h iladelph ia  tra c tio n  tycoon 
Peter A . B. W idener, i t  was 
recen tly  reported in a cou rt case, 
his he irs have received over $70,- 
000,000 o f income fro m  his 
$36,000,000 estate.

Vote Trotskyist!
In  the Coming 

New Y o rk  Elections

Am ong other im p o rta n t issues, 
the Socia lis t W orkers  P a rty  
E lection  P la tfo rm  advocates:

FU LL EQ UALITY FOR 
NEGROES and N ATIO N AL 

M IN O R IT IE S !

DOWN W IT H  JIM  CROW'!
The bosses and th e ir  p o li­

tic ians hope to  d ivide the w o rk ­
ers by se ttin g  na tion a litie s  and 
colors aga ins t each other. 
Despite a ll th e ir  election 
prom ises to in s titu te  fa ir  em­
ploym ent practices, they con­
tinue  the  vic ious J im  Crow 
system.

Defend the Negroes’ r ig h t  to  
decent jobs a t decent wages! 
U n ite  the labo r movement by 
fig h tin g  segregation and d is­
c rim ina tio n  everywhere!

(Continued from  page 1) &
t r s  o f the SW P and M inneapolis 
CIO  T ruck  D rive rs  Local 544, 
who were ra ilroaded to prison un­
der the notorious S m ith  “ Gag”  
A c t fo r  opposing im p e ria lis t w a r 
and advocating re vo lu tio n a ry  so­
cia lism , spoke b r ie f ly  on his can­
didacy fo r  m ayor o f New Y ork .

P o in tin g  out the corrup tion  and 
la bo r-h a tin g  policies o f the two 
cap ita lis t parties which serve 
W a ll S treet, and decla ring  tha t 
the A m erican Labor P a rty  and 
L ibe ra l P a rty  are bankrupt 
flunk ies  o f the cap ita lis t parties, 
he stated th a t on ly the T ro ts k y ­
is t p a rty  was capable o f so lv ing  
the bu rn ing  problems o f the 
w orkers in  Am erica, now and in 
the post-w ar period.

Louise Simpson, 21, m il ita n t 
young Negro trade un ion is t and 
member o f the In te rn a tion a l L a ­
dies G arm ent W orkers U nion, de­
clared: “ There m ay be some peo­
ple who th in k  I  am a l i t t le  
young as a candidate fo r  office, 
but I  th in k  i t  is about tim e  fo r  
youth to  pa rtic ip a te  in govern­
ment. Y ou th  has g re a t respon­
s ib ilitie s  th ru s t upon its  should­
ers. Hundreds o f thousands have 
oeen taken fro m  th e ir  homes and 
sent to  the battle fie lds a ll over 
the w orld . Y e t th is  same youth 
is denied the r ig h t  to  vote. The 
SW P says: Old enough to f ig h t 
—  old enough to  v o te !”

DOBBS BLASTS 
BOSS PARTIES 
IN  ELECTION

The following is the text of 
the opening campaign speech 
of Farrell Dobbs, Socialist 
Workers Party mayoralty can­
didate in New York City, deliv­
ered at the Grace Carlson mass 
meeting on Friday evening, 
fune 22:

N ext Novem ber the  people o f 
New  Y o rk  w il l  go to  the po lls to 
elect a new c ity  adm in is tra tion . 
Grave social and economic prob­
lems —  p r o b l e m s  which 
d a ily  g row  more acute fo r  the 
w o rk ing  class —  make th is  elec­
tion  an extrem e ly  im p o rta n t 
one.

■Runaway prices, heavy taxes, 
frozen wages, w ielded like  huge 
m ive s  in  the hands o f the capi­
ta lis t  robbers, have slashed the 
standard o f liv in g  o f the g rea t 
mass o f the people. R a tion ing , the 
black m arke t, shortages, have 
made th is  Wound deeper. And 
fin a lly , in fe r io r  goods, shoddy 
bu t nonetheless expensive, have 
deepened r ig h t  to the bone th is  
cu t in the standard o f liv in g .

M ASSES’ P L IG H T
T his  has been the economic 

fa te  o f the g re a t mass o f the 
people under the fake “ equa lity - 
o i-sac rificc ”  p rogram  enunciated 
by Roosevelt in  the spring  o f 
1942. B u t i t  c e rta in ly  has not 
been the fa te  o f A m erica ’s S ix ty  
Fam ilies.

C orpora tion p ro fits  have reach­
ed unprecedented peaks du rin g  
the course o f W orld  W ar II.  
.Monopoly trus ts  and carte ls have 
gorged themselves w ith  wealth, 
coined out o f the blood o f w o rk ­
ers in un ifo rm  and the to il o f 
workers in the factories. Tax 
rebates, subsidies, en tire  plants 
have been handed over to the 
corporations by the government 
under its  reconversion program .

W hat are the w orkers ge ttin g  
under th is  reconversion plan? 
Mass la y o ffs  are a lready under 
way, and the p ro fit-b loa ted  cap i­
ta lis ts  propose to  g ive unem ploy­
ed w orkers  on ly a p ittance  fo r 
re lie f. Wage slashes are in store 
fo r  w orkers who manage to hold 
■their jobs. To enforce th is  b ru ­
ta l po licy, the ca p ita lis t p o lit i­
cians propose com pulsory a rb i­
tra t io n  and govei'nm ent s tr ik e ­
breaking.

HER O ES FO R  A  D A Y
W orkers  in u n ifo rm  arc now 

com ing back fro m  the w a r fro n ts , 
especially fro m  Europe, and they 
find th a t despite a ll the ta lk  
about heroes, they are heroes 
on ly fo r  a day. They become fo r ­
go tten men the ve ry  next day. 
F o r tom orrow , a ll th a t the capi­
ta lis ts  can o f fe r  to  the veterans 
o f W orld  W ar I I  is w h a t they 
offe red to the veterans o f W orld  
W ar I —  H oovervilles and bonus 
arm ies. A nd now the cap ita lis ts  
are dem anding w orkers in  un i­
fo rm  fo r  a perm anent conscrip t 
a rm y to support W a ll S tree t’s 
schemes fo r  w o rld  dom ination.

W ha t do the cap ita lis t- po litica l 
parties here in  New Y ork  C ity  
o ffe r  to the w orkers under these 
c r it ic a l conditions? They o ffe r  
them Tam m any p o litic s ! A  farce 
enacted in  the back room o f a 
po litica l bawdy house! A  farce 
which the cap ita lis t press tries 
to palm o f f  on the workers as 
good Shakespearian dram a. A 
fraud u len t p re te x t o f g iv in g  the 
workers an op p o rtu n ity  to select 
representatives in the govern­
ment who would pro tect the 
w orkers ’ in terests.

P O L IT IC A L  T R IC K S TE R S
A nd in th is  fa rce  the tr ic k s te r 

Sidney H illm an , the confidence 
man D avid D ubinsky and the 
S ta lin is t be trayers —  they enact 
a grotesque im ita tio n  o f inde­
pendent labor po litics  by lin in g  
up, some w ith  the Republican 
P arty , the others w ith  the Dem­
ocra tic P a rty . Thus the New 
Y o rk  labor p a rty  movement, s p lit 
as i t  is today, o ff ic ia lly  th row s 
its  support to  one o r the other 
o f the two ca p ita lis t p o litica l 
parties.

In  these circumstances, the So­
c ia lis t W orkers P a rty  becomes 
the m a jo r po it ic a l force which 
w il l  c a rry  on the fig h t fo r  inde­
pendent w orking-class po litica l 
action in th is  election campaign. 
We intend, to  make th a t f ig h t on 
the basis o f a p rogram  keyed 
to the real needs o f the w o rk ing  
class. We call upon every be liev­
er in independent working-class 
po litica l action to  p itch  in  and 
help us in th is  figh t.

Subscribe to
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Rubber W orkers Too Busy to Read SIMPSON BIDS 
YOUTH ENTER 
INTO POLITICS

Goodyear Strikers Defy WLB 
Ultimatum To Return To Work

(Continued from  page 1) 
the men back under the present 
circum stances”  o f the continued 
m ounting  con tract v io la tions  of 
the company. He asked: “ W hy 
doesn’t  the governm ent issue a 
‘show cause’ o rder to the com­
pany to make i t  live  up to the 
con tract ?”

This echoes fu l ly  the sen ti­
ments o f the w orkers, who are 
dem anding to  know “ w hy a ll the 
heat on the union and not on 
the com pany? W hy is the gov­
ernm ent on ly  o rdering  the union 
people a round?”  The s tr ike  was 
provoked by the in to le rab le  con­
duct o f the company, which has 
been engaged in a vicious wage­
slashing and piece w o rk  ra te-cu t- 
l in g  cam paign. Grievances have 
piled m ounta in  h igh , w ith  the 
company a rro g a n tly  re fus ing  to. 
settle  them.

V ir tu a lly  the whole in d u s tria l 
w o rk in g  class o f th is  rubber cen­
te r  is behind the s trike rs . The 
A kron  CIO Council, representing 
over 60,000 organized workers, 
l-.as endorsed the s trike , -an ac­
tion  denounced by D a lrym p le  who 
is do ing a ll in  his power to  help 
break the s trike .

The po w e rfu l Goodrich and 
F irestone locals here have o ff i­
c ia lly  endorsed the w a lkou t and 
have offe red a ll th e ir  fa c ilit ie s  
and resources to aid the Goodyear 
s trike rs .

F IR E S T O N E  VOTES
Some 10,000 members o f F ire ­

stone Local 7 have voted 6 -to - l 
in  an N LR B  po ll fo r  s tr ike  action 
aga inst s im ila r  conditions to 
those faced by the Goodyear

workers. They are prepared to 
w a lk out i f  they do no t secure 
sa tis fac tion  in th e ir  cu rre n t neg­
otia tions.

This tow n is a t in d e r box o f 
labor unrest and discontent. 
There is ta lk  among union m il i­
tan ts  o f a c ity -w ide  s tr ik e  i f  any 
reprisa ls  are directed aga inst the 
Local 2 leaders. A n y  v ic tim iz a ­
tion  o f the s tr ike  leaders m ig h t 
l-e a ll th a t is needed to set o f f  
a general labor s trugg le  here.

N a tiona l CIO O rgan iza tion  D i­
rec to r A lla n  S. Ilavw ood has in ­
tervened in the s itua tion  by c la im ­
ing th a t the local CIO has no 
r ig h t  to  endorse the s trike . This 
is in con trad ic tion  to  the view  
taken on the action o f the Chi­
cago CIO Council in  endorsing 
the M ontgom ery W ard w a lkou t 
ia s t spring .

The rubber w orkers here are 
incensed by the s trikeb rea k ing  
conduct o f D a lrym p le . They are 
anxious fo r  the ho ld ing o f the 
in te rna tiona l un ion ’s convention 
in order to repud iate D a lrym ple  
and his cow ard ly  po licy  in sup­
p o rtin g  the companies and gov­
ernm ent s trikeb reak ing .

T H E  C O N V E N TIO N
D a lrym p le  has announced th a t 

the annual convention w ill not 
lie held u n t il 60 days a fte r  the 
Office o f Defense T ransporta tion  
l i f ts  its  ban on conventions.

Both Goodyear and F irestone 
locals have passed resolutions 
dem anding th a t there be no post­
ponement o f the re g u la r conven­
tion . They po in t ou t th a t such 
postponement is in v io la tio n  o f 
the in te rn a tio n a l’s constitu tion ,

which makes no legal provis ion 
fo r  a postponement.

Threats have been issued of 
possible governm ent p lan t “ seiz­
u re ”  and use o f troops to break 
.the s trike . Local 2 leaders and 
members are m aking  a ll possible 
preparations fo r  such an even­
tua l! tv .

S W P  B R A N C H  
A C T IV IT IE S

CH IC AG O
Grace Carlson w il l  speak on 

“ Women in P rison”  a t B uck ing­
ham H a ll, 59 East Van Buren St., 
2nd flo o r, Sunday, Ju ly  15 a t 
8 P.M. Chairm an, M ike B arte l, 
Chicago SW P O rganizer.

n ig h t 8 P.M. at 232 S. H ill St., 
Rooms 200-5. On J u ly  8 he w ill 
discuss S ta lin ism  and the E uro ­
pean R evolu tion ; on Ju ly  15, S ta l­
in ism  and the Am erican Labor 
Movement. Auspices: Socia list 
W orkers P a rty .

Public Forum , F rid a y , J u ly  6, 
160 N o rth  W ells St., Room 317,
8 P.M. S ubject: Reconversion —  
How M ust Labor Meet the Threat 
o f Mass Unem ploym ent? Speak­
e r: M ike B arte l, SW P O rganizer. 
Auspices: The Socia lis t W orkers 
P a rty  and The M ilita n t.

H ousewarm ing p a rty . Come 
and see our redecorated liead- 
quarters. S aturday evening, Ju ly  
7, 8 P.M. a t the c ity  headquarters 
c f  the Chicago SW P, 160 N . W ells 
St., Room 317. Music, dancing, 
en te rta inm en t and refreshm ents.

* * *
C L E V E L A N D

Grace Carlson w ill speak on 
“ Women in P rison.”  Slovenian 
Home, 6117 St. C la ir Ave., Had 
No. 1 upsta irs. Sunday, Ju ly  8, 
8 P.M. C hairm an: T. G rant, 
SW P O rganizer.

*  *  *

D E T R O IT

“ D o lla r D ip lom acy in South 
A m erica”  is the top ic  fo r  the 
Ju ly  8 Sunday N ig h t Forum . 
Speaker: I I .  Mason. Auspices: 
Socia list W orkers  P a rty , 3513 
Woodward Ave., Room 21, 8
P.M. '

*  *  *

LOS A N G E LE S

M u rry  Weiss is g iv in g  a series 
o f lectures on S ta lin ism , Sunday

The Socia list You th  Club Fo- 
lu m  is bo d ing  a discussion on 
A tro c it ie s : Who is Responsible—  
the Nazis or the German People? ■ 
Speaker: I.co F rum k in . T hurs­
day, J u ly  5, a t 232 S. H i l l  St., 
Rooms 200-202; 8:30 P.M. Re­
freshm ents.

Make you r reservation now 
fo r  the W est Coast Vacation 
School. S ituated a t the W o rk ­
men's C irc le  Camp in Carbon 
Canyon, San B ernard ino County, 
i t  is tw o m iles fro m  Lavida H a t 
Springs and 32 m iles fro m  Los 
Angeles.

Rates: $20 per week fo r  adults, 
$35 fo r  tw o weeks, $15 per week 
fo r  youth fro m  12 to 18, $25 fo r  
tw o weeks.

F o r reservations and fu r th e r  
in fo rm a tio n  w r ite  to Janice M a r­
t in , D irec to r, W est Coast Vaca­
tion  School, 232 S. H ill St., Room 
205, Los Angeles, C a lif.

YO U N G S TO W N

H ear Grace Carlson speak on 
“ Women in P rison.”  Youngstown 
School o f Social Science, 225 N. 
Phelps St., Saturday, Ju lv  7, 
S P.M.

Mexican Workers 
Exploited, Herded 
Like Bondslaves

f ly  B ill Morgan

The recent death o f e igh t M ex­
ican tra c k  workers who, were 
crushed beneath the wheels o f 
an express tra in  on the New 
Y ork  Centra l Railroad at A m s te r­
dam, N. Y. b rings to lig h t  the 
b ru ta l methods employed by U. S. 
cap ita lism  in the exp lo ita tion  of 
fo re ign  labor.

None o f the e igh t w orkers 
could understand E ng lish . They 
were pu t to w o rk  on a tw o -track  
system which they did not un­
derstand. There was no forem an 
present and no watchers had 
teen posted to  w arn  o f oncoming 
tra ins . No in te rp re te r had been 
assigned to the gang. They 
were k ille d  w ith o u t w arn ing.

An inves tiga tion  fo llow ed the 
“ accident.”  A  charge o f c r im i­
nal negligence was considered, 
bu t the coroner, John W. M orris , 
issued a sta tem ent saying th a t 
the evidence found was “ care- 
essness!”

These e igh t w orkers were p a rt 
c f  a con tingen t o f 60.000 track  
w orkers and 40,000 farm hands 
sent to w o rk  in the U . S. as the 
resu lt o f a deal between the U. S. 
Departm ent o f Labo r and the 
M exican governm ent. A no ther 
35,000 men w il l  be sent in 
“ batches,”  according to a rep o rt 
issued by o ffic ia ls  in M exico C ity  
who added, “ Th is to ta l o f 150,000 
M exican w orkers w i l l  be returned 
to th e ir  homes as soon as the la ­
bor shortage in the U n ited  States 
is relieved by re tu rn in g  soldiers.”
F A K E  PRO M ISES

These M exican workers, re ­
cru ited  by promises

The following is the text of 
the opening campaign speech 
of Louise Simpson, Socialist 
Workers Party candidate for 
the New York C ity  Council, de­
livered at the Grace Carlson 
mass meeting on Friday even­
ing, June 22:

some people may th in k  I am 
•>. l i t t le  yountr to be a candidate 
fo r  office. B u t I  th in k  i t  is about 
¡in ie fo r  youth to pa rtic ipa te  in 
po litica l a c tiv ity . Youth has no 
representatives in the ca p ita lis t 
governm ent, ye t you th  has great 
responsib ilities th ru s t upon its  
•boulders. Hundreds o f thousands 

o f eigh teen-ycar-o!d youth have 
r.een taken fro m  schools and 
homes and given guns and sent 
to the ba ttle fie lds a ll over the 
world. B u t th is  same youth 
were and s t i l l  are denied the 
r ig h t  to vote.

The so-ca led Young Republi­
cans and Y oung Dem ocrats are 
usua lly  men over fo r ty .  Maybe 
they are in th e ir  second ch ild ­
hood. B ut they fea r the youth 
and arc a lready m aking  plans fo r  
!he next w a r and the reg im en ta ­
tion  o f youth. The Socialist 
W orkers P a rty  says: “ Old 
enough to figh t —  old enough to 

, vo te !”  We demand the r ig h t to 
vote fo r  a ll youth 18 years of 
age and over.

Y O U T H  S U FFE R S
In  the las t depression the youth 

suffered g re a tly . They were 
• ru ly  the “ locked-out”  genera­
tion . The very  f irs t item s c u r ta il­
ed in the state and na tiona l 
budgets were recreationa l and 
educational fa c ilit ie s  fo r  youth. 
W ith  m illio ns  o f a d u 't w orkers 
unemployed, youth had no oppor­
tu n ity  to learn a trade or prac­
tice a profession. They were 
driven  by poverty  to w andering j 
around the coun try  in boxcars, j 
doomed to live  in slums, denied j 
the food necessary fo r  g row ing  
bodies. Today another depress­
ion is on the horizon. The la y ­
o ffs  have already begun. I t  is 
lim e  now fo r  the youth to jo in  
w ith  the w o rk in g  class in inde­
pendent po litica l a c tiv ity , to plan 
(he ir own fu tu re  before it is too 
late. W hen M arl Liebknecht, 
leader o f the m ilita n t German 
w o rk ing  class youth d u rin g  the 
last w ar, sa id : “ The fu tu re  be­
longs to the y o u th !”  he meant 
(hat they m ust take the ir fu tu re  
in to  th e ir own hands and mold a 
new w orld  —  a soc ia lis t w o rld !

The Negro and w h ite  youth 
who have gone through the w a r 
together, who have jo ined the 
same trade unions and w alked the 
same p icket lines, m ust un ite  
n o lit ic a llv  to  w ipe out every ves­
tige  o f d iscrim ina tion . The elec­
tion  o f a fe w  so-called “ progres­
sive”  candidates who say they 
are opposed to  J im -C row ism  w ill 
not solve the problem. The Re­
publican and Dem ocratic parties 
are com m itted to  d isc rim ina tion  
because o f th e ir  system.

D iary    of    a  
STEEL Worker

. By Theodore Kovalesky.

NO T V O TE  C ATC H ER S 
F or us, the Socia list W orkers 

P a rty , the election is on ly  one 
phase o f our f ig h t, a lthough a 
ve ry  im p o rta n t phase. The SWP 
figh ts and cam paigns against d is­
c rim ina tio n  before, d u rin g  and 
a fte r  the elections. The SWP 
is not in terested in “ vote catch­
ing .”  The T ro ts k y is t candidates 
are p r im a r ily  concerned w ith  
bu ild ing  the independent p o lit i­
cal action o f the w o rk ing  class. 
O nly by tha t can we guarantee 
the end o f d iscrim ina tion .

Soldiers Protest 
Anti-Nisei Terror

PORTLAND, Ore. — Seven 
white American soldiers ad­
dressed a letter to the local 
Morning Oregonian, protesting 
against the campaign of terror 
directed against Japanese-Ame- 
ricans returning to the West 

of high Coast from inland concentra- 
wages and good living and work-' tion camps The Iet'ter appeared 
mg conditions, are forced to do • , T W m
the most difficult and dangerous th.at PaPer °rn , ,Une 8' With 
work without protection of either i signatures of the seven, who 
union organization or State and | wrote:

T on igh t I  am tire d , too tire d  even to go to  bed. Sometimes 
the whole w e ig h t o f a life tim e  o f labo r ga thers anew upon you r 
shoulders, and you r head bows beneath it .

The sum m er heat has swept over the furnaces and filte re d  
in to  the m ills , and i t  has la in  heavy on the a ir. B u t i t  has lifte d  
again fo r  a b r ie f resp ite, as though the ve ry  ea rth  needed a pause 
to  breathe.

B u t i t  is no t the heat th a t 
has done th is  to  me. I t  is ju s t 
som ething th a t happens now and 
then, w hether i t  be sum m er o r b it ­
te r  w in te r.

I  w an t to  sleep. I  w an t to sleep 
fo r  centuries and le t the dust o f 
tim e ga the r upon m y body and 
cover me up, so th a t I ’l l  be b lan k ­
eted w ith  e te rn ity  and w ith  sleep, 
and no man w il l  see m y sleeping 
fo rm . A nd no m an w il l  d is tu rb  me.
A nd no man w i l l  ca ll me to w o rk  
and sweat. B u t I  am too tire d  even 
to go to bed.

T H E  W E A R IN E S S  OF A  
S T E E L  W O R K E R

A g re a t weariness has f ille d
me, and I long to  go fa r  aw ay fro m  the furnaces and the smoke 
and g rim e  o f the steel m ills . I  w a n t to see green th ings  and sm ell 
the a ir  a t evening. I  w an t to  stand upon the h ills  and fee l the w ind  
in m y h a ir and on m y face. I  w a n t to w a lk  out a t n ig h t in to  a g rea t 
darkness ligh te d  on ly  by stars and free  o f the ru s ty  g la re  o f the 
steel p lan t.

Day a fte r  day and n ig h t a fte r  n ig h t I  have sold the s treng th  
o f m y body fo r  the price o f a l i t t le  food and a shabby house. A nd  I  
have sold too much and received too l i t t le ;  so now the s treng th  
th a t I  have le f t  is d ilu ted , and a w a te ry  weakness has come in to  
me. . . and I  am too tire d  to rest.

Day a fte r  day I  have sold the sun lig h t. A nd each day I  have 
been cheated ou t o f m y paym ent. I  have sold the cool breezes and 
the m illio n  th in gs  th a t make life  a jo y  ra th e r than a burden. A nd 
m y price has been the m iserable wage o f the b last furnace w orker.

I t  would be good to w a lk  in  the ra in  in  sp ring tim e , to  sw im  
in deep, green w a te r in summer. I t  would be good to  go to bed 
in the evening and sleep deeply in fresh  a ir  and stillness. And i t  would 
be good to waken e a rly  in the m orn ing  and see the dew on the fields 
and be rested and have ne ithe r w o rries  nor stern necessity d r iv in g  
me in to  the f ie ry  heat o f the furnaces.

JU S T  P A R T  OF T H E  M IL L  E Q U IP M E N T
B u t I  am a w o rke r, and I  have no th in g  m ore than the s treng th  

o f m y tw o  arm s to fu rn is h  food and she lter fo r  m y fa m ily . . . and 
th a t s treng th  is less each year.

So to n ig h t I ’l l  soon ga ther m y energy and undress fo r  bed. 
Then, a fte r  a fe w  hours o f sleep, I ’l l  go back to the furnace. F o r 
the cap ita lis ts  who own the furnaces and the m ills  own the men 
and women who w o rk  in  them ; we are m ere ly  a p a rt o f th e ir  equip­
ment. A nd like  th e ir  o ther machines, we m ust do th e ir  b idd ing  o r 
be discarded and destroyed.

SUMMER SCHOOL OPENS 
JULY FIRST IN MICHIGAN

Federal laws covering the condi­
tions o f labor. They are under­
paid everywhere they w ork.

“ A recent UP news disnat.ch 
ouotes Secretary o f In te r io r  Ickes 
statem ent Regarding violence and

Called greasers by gangJfo m ) r  practised aj?ai- s t 
bosses and forem en, they are , Americsms re turned to  thp 
herded l.ke  cattle . Segregated in  ,Coasl The under8iRned concur

1 com plete ly w ith  M r. Tekes’ denun- 
1 c ia tion  o f these shocking oc­
currences. W hether the a c tiv itv

" la b o r camps,”  they are treated 
more like  prisoners than w orkers 
ea rn ing th e ir own liv in g . They 
are denied the r ig h t to become 
citizens and are threatened w ith  
deporta tion i f  they refuse to do 
as ordered.

A nd to top a ll th is , m any boss 
newspapers keep up a constant 
barrage o f slander against the 
“ presence o f so many fo re igners  
in our com m unity ...”  w h ile  o ther n:0CJ”  JhfA p rinc ip les  fo r  which 
papers u tilize  the Mexican w o rk - we f iSh t - A?lde fro m  the danger- 
ers as a lever to low er a ll wages cus Plecedent established, we 
and w o rk in g  conditions when [ regard  these attacks upon a 
native w orkers in these areas de- pe cu lia rly  helpless and isolated 
rnand h ighe r wages and union j m in o r ity  as a k ind  o f cowardice 
conditions! T r u l y  cap ita lism | lh a t  m e rits  the m ost extrem e 
squeezes every ounce o f “ value”  contempt.

consists o f th re a t o f physica ' 
violence, o r economic d isc rim in a ­
tion , such as evidenced in Stoek- 
t o \  Cal , i t  fo llow s  the p ° t te r r  
o f in to lerance so w e ll established 
by the Nazis.

“ T h is  k ind  c f  vic ious in to lerance

out o f these exp lo ited w orkers 
fro m  South o f the Border. W ha t 
a g lorious day o f reckoning w ill 
come when the w orkers and poor

These rem arks are intended not 
cn lv  fo r  the pe rpe tra to rs  o f these 
acts but also the in s tig a to rs—  
whoever they mav be— and au-

fa rm ers  o f M exico and the U n ited , t lio r it ie s  whose du ty i t  is to 
States jo in  in  s o lid a rity  fo r u n it-  pro tect dem ocratic r ig h ts  as w e ll 
ed s trugg le  aga inst cap ita lism ! ' as to  apprehend pickpockets.’ ’

“ Please rem ind readers o f The 
M il ita n t  th a t the M ’d-W est Vaca­
tion  School F o r W orkers  w i l l  oner 
its  second sum m er season on .Tub' 
1,”  w rite s  Oscar Coover, m anager 
c f  the school.

The M id -W est School w i l l  he 
held a t a sum m er camp located a’ 
Grass Lake M ich igan  and w i l l  run  
fo r  nine weeks fro m  J u ly  1 to 
A ugust 31. I t  is operated on a 
cooperative basis to  provide 
friends  o f  The M il ita n t  w ith  f  
vacation a t ra tes th a t a worke; 
can a ffo rd  and a t the same tim  
give them  an o p p o rtu n ity  to stud ' 
problems o f the labo r movemen 
under M a rx is t ins tructo rs .

The camp is s itua ted on a wood 
ed slope beside a lake in cen tra ’ 
M ich igan 12 m iles from  Jackson 
and 60 m iles from  D e tro it. I t  bar 
ample fa c ilit ie s  fo r  both outdoor 
and indoor sports— boating, fish 
ing, sw im m ing , h ik in g  —  and : 
m agnificent grove o f oak tree- 
fo r picnics and “ we in ie”  roasts.

C A M P  F A C IL IT IE S
The accomodations- fo r  guests 

include a m ain  d o rm ito ry  and 
d in ing  ha ll as w e ll as ind iv idua l 
cabins overlooking the lake. The 
camp is equipped w ith  a ll modem 
im provem ents inc lud ing  shower: 
w ith  ho t and cold w ate r. Desp’t 
ra tio n in g  and scarcities, the food 
w ill be p le n tifu l and well- 
prepared.

Rates are $25 a week fo r  adults 
and $15 a w e°k fo r  children. Thi. 
includes board, lodg ing , enroll 
in e r t  in classes, use c f  boats, etc.

The educational p rogram  of 
course w ill be the m ain a ttra c tin ' 
a t the Sum m er School. T h is  p ro ­
gram  has been especially planned 
to  s u it the needs o f w orker- 
leaders o f The M ilita n t.  The 
courses are so arranged th a t even 
those who come fo r  a sing le  week 
can ge t an in tensive education.

The s ta f f  o f in s tru c to rs  w i l l  be 
headed by W illia m  W* rde an 
George Collins, associate ed ito r: 
o f The M ilita n t.  O ther classes vvil 
be g iven by m any o f the best- 
known con tribu to rs  to  The M ili 
ta n t ar.d F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l 
such as V. G rey ar.d F e lix  
M orrow . A ctive  un ion is ts  w i l l  be 
especially in te rested in the 
courses given by experienced 
leaders o f the trade  union move­
ment.

Here are some o f the scheduled 
courses guests can choose tc 
a ttend du rin g  the two - month 
period.

1. The Role and Function o f 
Trade Unions.

2. In trod uc tion  to M a rx is t

Economics.
3. W hat Is M arx ism ?
4. H is to ry  o f the Socialist 

W orkers P a rty .
5. T ro tsky ism  and W hat I t  

Stands For.
6. Discussion Group on M arx  

is t  Philosophy.
To make reservations a fte r  Ju lv  

1, w r ite  to : M ID -W E S T  V A C A ­
T IO N  SCHOOL, Oscar Coover, 
manager, Grass Lake, M ich igan.

Vacation School 
Planned On Coast

LO.S A N G E LE S . J im ° ?r'  - 
Plans fo r  a W est Const tVm-1-» .- ' 
Vacation School, modeled a fte r  
the successful M idw o-t V a c - 'ie -  
School held in M ich igan Inst
c V<m!Y!C*.V P t td  fa’- i r i iT  •’ ' •  *

vear, have now been completed. 
Classes w il l  be held fo r  tw o  wee' 
in  Southern C a lifo rn ia .

Readers o f The M il ita n t  are in 
v ited  to attend the W est Coast 
school between September 10 anA 
September 23, a t the W orkm en ’s 
C ircle Camp. Carbon Canyon, r  
b e a u tifu l va lley  in  San 
County, 32 m iles east o f Los 
Angeles. L ig h t, a iry  do rm itories  
are equipped w ith  hot and cold 
showers, and a pleasant d in ing  
ha ll is ava ilable.

CLASSROOM  SUBJECTS
Classes, w ith  v o lu n ta ry  a tte n ­

dance, w i l l  include: Problems o f 
the A m erican Labor Movement, 
An In trod uc tion  to  M a rx is t 
Economics, S tudy o f K a r l M a rx ’s 
C ap ita l, Basic P rincip les o f 
Socialism , H is to ry  o f the T h ird  
and F o u rth  In te rn a tion a ls , H is ­
to ry  o f  the Russian R evolution, 
Im peria lism , M a rx is t  Philosophy. 
Courses are designed so th a t even 
those lim ite d  to one week’s vaca­
tio n  can p a rtic ip a te  and benefit 
fu lly .

A  we ll-stocked M a rx is t lib ra ry  
w i l l  be open fo r  reference and 
read ing. F o r le isure hours, there 
are am ple fa c ilit ie s  fo r  sports—  
sw im m ing, tennis. ba '-ketba'l, 
p ing  - pong, baseball. P i c n i c  
grounds, a pa rk , and a recreation 
h a ll which w il l  be the center fo r  
evening en te rta inm en t ar.d danc­
ing , assure fu n  fo r  the less 
a th le tic  vacationers.

Reservations are new being 
accepted by the W est Coast 
Camp Com m ittee 232 S. H ill St.. 
Room 205, Los Angeles 12, Cali­
fo rn ia . A l l  M il ita n t  readers are 
inv ited .
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Professor Wants Barracks 
For College Youth In U. S.

By Dave Jeffries
D r. E dw ard E ll io t t ,  p resident 

o f Purdue U n iv e rs ity , made some 
h ig h ly  revea ling  statem ents when 
te s t ify in g  in  fa v o r o f post-w ar 
m il i ta ry  conscrip tion before a 
Congressional com m ittee on June 
9. There was no a tte m p t to  con­
ceal the  purposes o f postw ar 
conscrip tion  behind f lo w e ry  
phrases about bu ild in g  up health , 
teach ing p rinc ip les  o f hygiene 
and s im ila r h yp o c ritica l p re texts  
advanced by the  la te  President 
Roosevelt when he in troduced a 
s im ila r  proposal.

E l l io t t  w en t to  the h e a rt o f 
the  question. The to rre n t o f 
“ peace cha rte rs”  and sugary 
speeches about in te rn a tio n a l am­
i t y  which have poured ou t o f 
San Francisco m ay foo l some 
people, b u t they  do no t deceive 
D r. E ll io t t .

P E A C E  —  A  D R E A M !
“ A t  the  mom ent,”  confessed 

E ll io t t ,  “ I  have the conviction 
th a t th is  na tion  m ust face the 
g r im  and re a lis tic  fa c t th a t con­
d itions  ap p ro x im a tin g  an endur­
in g  peace in  the w orld  are beyond 
ea rly  a tta inm en t. . . W h ile  we 
have the task  o f dream ing and 
do ing fo r  peace, at the  same tim e 
we have the solemn and con tin ­
u ing  ob liga tion  o f being fu l ly  
prepared to  p ro tec t a ll th a t which 
is  ours to pro tect.”

The m eaning is clear. I t  is  the 
ta s k  o f the  cam ouflage depart­
m en t o f A m erican im peria lism  
to  provide the A m erican people 
w ith  “ dreams”  about w o rld  peace, 
w h ile  under th is  cover A m erican 
l i fe  is to  be Prussianized in  prep­
a ra tion  fo r  another w ar.

T e s tify in g  the same day, B rig . 
Gen. H e n ry  R e illy  supplemented 
E l l io t t  by p ro c la im in g  th a t  “ the 
people who disarm ed us are p r i ­
m a r i ly  responsible fo r  ou r w a r 
w ith  Germ any. They are p r im a r­

i ly  responsible fo r  our w a r w ith  
Japan. I f  they d isarm  us again, 
they w i l l  be responsible fo r  an­
o ther w a r.”

T H E  N E W  T U N E
I t  used to  be the proud boast 

o f a ll college educators, govern­
m ent o ffic ia ls  and even m il ita ry  
men th a t A m erica, u n like  m il i ta r ­
is t Europe, did no t have to  re g i­
m ent its  you th  in to  the oppress­
ive atm osphere o f the a rm y  bar­
racks. They would even declaim 
rig n teo us ly  th a t those who tra n s ­
form ed Europe in to  an “ armed 
camp”  were the  ones responsible 
fo r  w ar.

B u t now when A m erican im ­
peria lism  needs a huge m ilita ry  
apparatus to  establish and m a in ­
ta in  its  dom ination  o f the world , 
these same educators and o ffic ia ls  
rush fo rw a rd  to  dem onstrate th a t 
m il ita ry  reg im en ta tion  is  re a lly  
qu ite  bene fic ia l fo r  you th  and 
th a t i t  is  the opponents o f m il i­
ta r iz a tio n  who are responsible fo r  
w a r!

They even cla im  th a t perm an­
ent conscrip tion is a g re a t con­
tr ib u tio n  to  “ dem ocratic A m e r­
ican li fe . ”  General R e illy  wdio 
w ent the  whole hog before the 
com m ittee, insisted th a t “ there is 
no th ing  m ore dem ocratic in  h is ­
to ry .”  B y  th is  standard i t  would 
appear th a t H itle r ,  who conscrip t­
ed the en tire  German people in to  
labo r ba tta lions  and the a rm y 
was w e ll on his w ay to  reaching 
the pinnacle o f democracy!

A l l  cam ouflage to  the con tra ry , 
i t  is b ru ta lly  c lear w ha t purpose 
the m il ita ry  conscrip tion o f A m e­
rican you th  is  to  serve. I t  is to  
provide the  forces to  enable 
Am erican im p e ria lism  to  “ police 
the w o rld  fo r  a hundred years.”  
I t  is  to  prepare the cannon fod ­
der fo r  new wars. A s such i t  
should be fo u g h t by progressive 
you th  and the en tire  w o rk in g  
class.

Furriers In Newark 
Learn From Strike

By H a rry  Robinson
N E W A R K , N . J. —  A f te r  an 

e igh t-day  f ig h t to  secure a con­
tra c t  renewal, 600 members o f the 
F u r  Dressers and Dyers U nion, 
Local 140, yielded June 17 to  the 
demand o f th e ir  o ffice rs and voted 
to  re tu rn  to w ork . The union is 
an a ff ilia te  o f the  C IO  In te rn a ­
tio n a l F u r  and Lea the r W orkers 
U n ion.

A s  employes o f the w e a lth y  
H o llander F u r  Company, those 
men have worked fo r  years under 
conditions th a t are am ong the 
w o rs t in  the area. They walked 
ou t in  an e f fo r t  to  secure the 
renew al o f a con tract th a t Ben 
Gold, S ta lin is t p resident o f the 
In te rn a tio n a l U nion, has been 
“ n e g o tia tin g ”  w ith  the company 
fo r  the past tw e n ty  m onths. T he ir 
p r in c ip a l demand was th a t the 
con trac t be signed im m edia te ly , 
and th a t i t  include a clause 
p ro v id ing  fo r  paid vacations. Th is 
is som eth ing th a t the company 
has never p rev ious ly  granted and 
the men were determ ined no t to 
le t another sum m er go by w ith ­
ou t securing it .

G O LD H IT S  S T R IK E
Gold dem onstrated very c learly  

th a t a lthough tw e n ty  m onths is 
no t su ffic ie n t tim e  fo r  h im  to 
w in  a con tract renew al fro m  the 
company, he needs l i t t le  tim e  to 
move against the  ra n k  and file  
o f h is un ion. On the same day 
th a t the men w alked out, the 
local boss press was able to 
fea tu re  a sta tem ent by Gold

denouncing the action as an “ un­
authorized s tr ik e  . . .  in  v io la tio n  
o f C IO  po licy .”

The men went out w ith  the 
rea liza tion  th a t Gold would figh t 
them, but at the same tim e  they 
m is taken ly  fe lt tha t th e ir  local 
o fficers would support and lead 
th e ir  s trugg le . W hen they saw 
th e ir officers line  up w ith  Gold 
in dem anding th a t they re tu rn  to 
w ork  they fe lt  themselves to  be 
in  a b lind  a lley  and voted to go 
back.

However a discussion th a t I 
had w ith  a group o f these men, 
at th e ir  un ion ha ll, d u rin g  the 
w a lkou t, s tro n g ly  indicates tha t 
th is  “ v ic to ry ”  o f the company and 
the S ta lin is t un ion leaders w ill 
not endure.

E A G E R  TO T A L K
Ju s tif ia b ly  d is tru s tfu l o f  rep ­

resentatives o f the boss press, the 
men were eager to> ta lk  to me 
when I to ld  them  th a t The M il i ­
tan t was a labo r paper th a t would 
te ll th e ir  side o f the story.

In  response to  m y  query as to 
th e ir  pay ra te , one o f the men 
rep lied, “ We average 92 cents an 
hour, b u t th a t includes a tem ­
po rary  bonus o f 15 percent. They 
always include th a t ‘ tem po ra ry ’ 
on the pay checks. I  guess th a t ’s 
to rem ind  us th a t they can cancel 
i t  whenever they w a n t to. . . I 
see th a t the Congressmen are 
ta k in g  themselves a fifty -d o lla r-a - 
week raise, bu t we have to go 
by the L i t t le  Steel Form u la . . . 
The on ly  w ay th a t m y w ife  can 
ge t m eat fo r  the fa m ily  is to

4.000 UAW MEMBERS CONDUCT 
11-DAY BREEZE CORP. STRIKE

NEW ARK, N. J „ June 2 5 -  
Four thousand employees of 
the Breeze Corp. are still car­
rying on the fight to secure an 
immediate renewal o f their 
union contract which expired 
June 8. They are members of 
locals 871, 823 and 267, United 
Auto Workers, CIO. The three 
locals have a master contract 
covering the company’s seven 
plants.

On June 8, tw o  hours before 
the old con tract exp ired, they 
w alked ou t o f the p la n t in  a 
determ ined e f fo r t  to  p u t an end 
to  the  com pany’s long years o f 
un ion-busting  a c tiv ity . The W ar 
Labor Board then ins tructed  the 
com pany to  d iscontinue nego tia ­
tions  u n t il the  men re tu rned  to 
w ork.

A f te r  the men were ou t fo r  
eleven days, representatives o f 
the  In te rn a tio n a l U n ion, backed 
by a con tingen t o f A rm y  and 
N a vy  “ Brass H a ts ,”  succeeded in  
ram m ing  th rou gh  a re tu rn  to 
w o rk  m o tion  by a dubious 
m a jo r ity . The w o rkers  then un ­
an im ously adopted a m otion from  
the  f lo o r  to  take  a s tr ik e  vote 
under the prov is ions o f the S m ith - 
C onna lly  A ct.

Tho m eeting  was a  p o w e rfu l 
dem onstra tion o f the m em ber­
sh ip ’s understand ing o f the p ro ­

company ro le  o f the W L B  and 
the A rm y  and N a vy  offic ia ls. 
They expressed th is  a t the open­
in g  o f the m eeting by unanim ous 
adoption o f a m otion th a t they 
reach th e ir  decision on the ques­
tion  o f re tu rn in g  to  w o rk  before 
p e rm ittin g  any non-union m em ­
bers, i.e., the W LB  representative 
and the Brass Hats, to take the 
floo r.

One w o rke r a fte r  another took 
the flo o r to denounce the policies 
o f the W L B  and the A rm y  o f­
fic ia ls. Loud applause was ac­
corded to  one w o rke r who 
vehem ently declared “ W e’re  sick 
and tired  o f the W L B  and the 
A rm y  w av ing  the f la g  in our face. 
I f  they w an t to  force anybody 
to do any th ing , w hy don’t they 
force the company to  s ta r t 
ba rga in ing  in  good fa ith ! ”  A d ­
dressing h im se lf to  the W L B  rep­
resentative on the p la tfo rm , he 
continued, “ We w an t you to  take 
back our opin ion o f the board to 
its  o ther members. We th in k  tha t 
i t  s tin k s !”

The reception accorded to  such 
speeches as these made i t  obvious 
to every one present th a t despite 
the passage o f the m otion, the 
sentim ent o f the  ran k  and file  
was fo r  con tinu ing  the action.

In  an in te rv ie w  w ith  a N ew ark  
correspondent o f The M ilita n t, 
A le x  (S co tty ) Brennan, president

Negro Newspapers 
Unite to Combat 
Jim Crow Policies

By Jean Simon
LOS ANGELES, Calif., June 

14 —  Acute awareness of the 
problems facing the Negro peo­
ple today and in the period 
ahead was demonstrated by 
representatives of 17 California 
Negro newspapers and two 
press associations at the found­
ing convention of the Califor­
nia Negro Newspaper Associa­
tion held here June 9 and 10.

One o f the f i r s t  acts o f th is  
f i r s t  N egro  sta te press associa­
tio n  in  the  U n ited  States was to 
w ire  P resident T rum an, u rg in g  
a pardon fo r  the 50 Negro sa il­
ors convicted o f m u tin y  in C a li­
fo rn ia .

The convention also urged T ru ­
man to  send three N egro re p o rt­
ers fro m  C a lifo rn ia  to  the South 
P ac ific  to in ves tig a te  m is tre a t­
m ent o f N egrc  servicemen and 
commended h im  fo r  h is  support 
o f the F a ir  E m ploym ent P rac­
tices b ill.

The m o tiva tion  fo r  the o rgan­
iza tion  o f the  association a t th is  
tim e  was c le a rly  a desire to  un ite  
the Negro press to  f ig h t  fo r  the 
needs o f the N egro people in  the 
period o f cutbacks and unem­
p loym ent th a t has a lready be- 
gun.

U N IT E  TO F IG H T
Leon H ardw ick, o f the Los A n ­

geles Sentinel, summed up the 
aims o f the new association in  
his column th is  week, s ta tin g  
th a t the C N N A  “ is no t in terested 
in  f is h  fr ie s  and good tim es, but 
in  jobs, in  coord ination o f p o li­
t ic a l and in te rra c ia l s treng th  and 
in economic, social and rac ia l 
eq ua lity .”

He said fu r th e r :  “ M ore and 
more, the  Negro jo u rn a lis ts  in  
th is  coun try  are com ing to  the 
rea liza tio n  th a t the  N egro is no t 
an isolated e n tity  ■whose p rob­
lems are pecu lia r to  h im se lf alone 
. . . N egro newspapermen are 
b e c o m i n g  in te rna tiona lis tic . 
T hey ’re  w r it in g  and encouraging 
th e ir  N egro readers to  become 
likew ise. T h a t’s the m ost fa v o r­
able sign w e’ve seen in  a long 
tim e. F o r th is  w r i te r  f i r m ly  be­
lieves th a t th is , in  a la rge  meas­
ure, is the  key  to the  answer to 
m ost o f the damnable problems 
which, fo r  decades in th is  coun­
try ,  the masses o f Negroes and 
w h ites have been fa ls e ly  ta u g h t 
are pu re ly  localized d ifficu ltie s . 
W atch the  C a lifo rn ia  Negro 
Newspaper A ssoc ia tion !”

buy i t  on the b lack m arke t fo r  
a d o lla r a pound.”

A s o ft-s p o k e n  m id d le -a g e d  
w o rke r in te rru p te d  h im  to  say, 
“ I t ’s o u r own fa u lt  th a t w e’re 
on ly  g e ttin g  92 cents. The men 
in New Y o rk  are g e ttin g  $1.30 
and they deserve it .  They fou gh t 
over there  to  bu ild  the union. 
P lenty o f them  w ent to  the hos­
p ita l w ith  th e ir  heads beat in. We 
expected the company to  hand us 
eve ry th in g  on a s ilve r p la tte r. 
O ur m istake was in  not go ing  out 
like  th is  tw e n ty  m onths ago when 
the con tract expired. W e’re never 
go ing to ge t an y th in g  unless we 
f ig h t fo r  i t . ”

V E T E R A N S  W IL L  F IG H T
A s ign ifican t con tribu tion  to 

the discussion was made by a 
recen tly  discharged veteran. W ith  
deep fee lin g  he said to  me, “ I've 
on ly w orked here since I came 
back a couple o f m onths ago. The 
o ther guys have been here fo r  a 
long tim e  and I ’m go ing to f ig h t 
th is  th in g  ou t w ith  them . I  lea rn ­
ed p len ty  when I  was overseas. 
Yesterday when I  was in fro n t o f 
(he p lant two detectives th a t they 
have stationed there came over 
and to ld  me to  get m oving. I  to ld 
them where I  had been and tha t 
I hadn’t  come back to  get pushed 
around by guys like  them and 
i t \a t  I  wasn’t m oving. They le t: 
me alone, to o !”

Despite the fa c t th a t they have 
been driven back to w o rk , these 
men w il l  no t be kep t down. They 
have learned much fro m  th e ir  ex­
periences w ith  the company. They 
are fu l ly  capable o f now learn ing  
the necessity o f e lim in a tin g  th e ir  
present un ion leadership.

o f local 823, sketched the back­
ground o f the fig h t. The centra l 
issue, he expla ined, is the com­
pany’s re g u la r po licy  o f d ragg ing  
out con tract renewals th rough  the 
device o f ta k in g  exception to 
v ir tu a lly  every union proposal, 
thus fo rc in g  the settlem ent o f 
term s in to  the d raw n-ou t channels 
o f a rb itra tio n .

On the present con tract they 
have refused the un ion ’s demand 
fo r  a 17-cent increase and an 
e ffec tive  se n io rity  clause th a t 
would also provide fo r  re tu rn in g  
veterans. They have made a coun­
te r proposal on vacation schedules 
th a t would provide fo r  a week’s 
vacation a fte r  a year o f con­
tinuous service. T h is  would mean 
tha t a w o rke r los ing one day d u r­
ing  the year would not be e lig ib le  
fo r  vacation pay!

“ The men are fed up w ith  th is  
kind o f business,”  Brennan said, 
“ they w ant a new con tract w ith  
decent term s in  it ,  and they don’t 
in tend to  w a it sixteen m onths to 
get i t . ”

Negro Soldiers Expose 
Rankin’s Racial Lies

By Joseph Hansen
A stinging answer to Representative John Rankin, Negro- 

hating chairman of the House Veterans Committee, has come 
from soldiers stationed at the Negro-psychiatric Hospital, North- 
port, N. Y. In the investigation of brutal treatment of patients 
in veterans’ hospitals, Rankin first attempted to whitewash his 
friends’ evil-smelling administration. When this tactic failed, 
he turned to his favorite political weapon — Negro-baiting.

I f  conditions were bad in t h e ^  
hospita ls, declared th is  venomous 
Congressional representa tive  o f 
the Southern bourbons, then the 
fa u lt  lies w ith  the Negroes. Care­
fu l ly  avo id ing instances o f b ru ­
ta l i ty  fo r  which his li ly -w liite  
frien ds  bear complete respon­
s ib ility , R ank in  a t the close o f 
the June 14 com m ittee hearings, 
po in ted t.o N egro attendants a t 
N o rth p o rt hosp ita l and tr ie d  to 
w h ip  up a lynch  s p ir it  against 
them.

“ I t  is a disgrace,”  he shouted:
“ tha t the W ar Dept, should send 
n igger troops in to  our Veterans 
A d m in is tra tio n  H osp ita ls  to be 
m ixed up w ith  w h ite  nurses and 
w ith  officers who cannot enforce 
d isc ip line.”

are badly underpaid and the state 
o f cu rre n t knowledge o f how to 
best cure the  in s titu tion a lized  
insane is p r im itiv e .

W H IT E S  R E F U S E
“ Y e t in  the a lm ost tw o  years 

we have been here the re  have 
been on ly 15 prosecutions fo r  
assau lting  o r th rea ten ing  to  
assault pa tien ts on the p a rt o f 
soldiers. A  m onth and a h a lf  ago 
the a u tho ritie s  determ ined to 
tra n s fe r the  N egro  soldiers and

F. Verdel, m anager o f N o rth p o rt, 
in  league w ith  N e gro -h a tin g  Rep­
resentative Rankin , has tr ie d  to 
blame Negro attendants fo r  in ­
stances o f b ru ta li ty  to patients. 
B u t A lb e rt Deutsch, who has been 
active in  exposing the fac ts  about 
shocking conditions in vete rans’ 
hospita ls, declares in the June 
22 P M :

“ The rea l blame fo r  conditions 
at N o rth p o rt rests no t on the ac­
cused but on the accusers— the 
buckpassing executives o f the 
Veterans A d m in is tra tio n  who, to 
save th e ir  own skins, made 
scapegoats o f a group o f enlisted 
men w ith o u t g iv in g  them a chance 
to defend themselves.

“ W hy was no th in g  said about 
the Negro so ld ie r-a ttendan t who 
was found unconscious on the 
f lo o r  o f W ard 6 a t N o rth p o rt,

T R U T H  D E M A N D E D
Ind ign an t N egro soldiers sta­

tioned a t N o rth p o rt have demand­
ed th a t the t ru th  about N o rth p o rt 
be made public. Several o f them 
w rote le tte rs  to the L yn n  Com- 
ih itte c  to A bo lish  Segregation in 
the A rm ed Forces. The complete 
te x t o f one o f these le tte rs  
fo llo w s :

“ The slanderous ins inuations 
being spread by Rep. R ank in  th a t 
Negro soldiers are abusing w h ite  
patients a t th is  in s titu t io n  require  
an answer. I came w ith  the f irs t 
group o f Negro soldiers here 
Ju ly  6, 194,3. A t  th a t tim e  the W ar 
D epartm ent specifica lly provided 
th a t detachments in  Veterans 
neuro - psych ia tric  in s titu tio n s  
should be composed o f Negro en­
lis ted personnel and w h ite  o f ­
ficers. In  o ther words, the w ork  
to be done was considered too 
m enial and unpleasant fo r  w h ite  
soldiers.

“ The soldiers were given no 
course o f tra in in g . The fa c il ity  
was tra g ic a lly  understa ffed. Sol­
diers would be th row n in to  wards 
o f v io len t pa tien ts alone, w ith ­
out knowledge o f how to pro tect 
themselves, much less the patients 
f io n t o ther patien ts. R ankin does 
not m ention the scores o f soldiers 
g rievous ly  maimed, sometimes 
perm anently, by berserk homi- 
cidals or suicidals. The c iv ilia n  
attendants had no t been g iven a 
course o f t ra in in g  e ither, and 
unders ta ffed  as the y  were, they 
had to  have recourse to violence 
to p ro tec t themselves. T he ir 
rud im e n ta ry  techniques t h e y  
ta u g h t the soldiers. A ttendan ts

L. A. TROTSKYISTS CALL FOR 
UNITED ANTI-FASCIST ACTION
LOS A N G E L E S , June 22— In  an u rg en t appeal fo r  un ited 

labor action aga inst a fasc is t m ob iliza tio n  in  th is  c ity , the 
Los Angeles Local o f the Socia lis t W orkers  P a rty , th rou gh  
its  o rgan izer M y ra  Tanner Weiss, today addressed the fo l­
lo w in g  te legram  to the CIO  Council and A F L  Centra l Labor 
Council:

“ Fascists p lan a public m eeting  in Los Angeles, Monday, 
June 25, fo r  Gerald K . S m ith , demagogue o f the Coughlin, 
Huey Long and S ilv e r S h irt school. P ostw ar unem ploym ent, 
re tu rn in g  veterans, g ro w th  o f m onopoly and m iddle-class 
discontent are the fac to rs  they  count upon to w in  a mass 
base fo r  th e ir  movem ent aga inst labor.

“ T h is  is a d irec t th re a t and challenge to  the  whole labor 
movement. W e urge im m ediate fo rm a tio n  o f a un ited  f ro n t  
o f action o f a ll labo r and m in o r ity  groups to stop th is  fasc is t 
movem ent before i t  establishes a base in  Los Angeles. We 
urge you to  call a conference o f these groups to  set up  a 
un ited f ro n t  com m ittee to  p lan action  tow a rd  th is  end. We 
pledge ou r support to  such a un ited  f ro n t  o f action against 
fasc is t movement's.”

replace them  w ith  w h ite . B u t the 
Negro soldiers are s t i l l  here be­
cause the w h ite  soldiers refuse to 
w o rk  in  the wards under the 
conditions the N egro  soldiers have 
to face. L t .  B urk , one o f the  o f­
ficers assigned here la s t year, said 
th a t the Negro so ld ier in ju re d  in 
th is  hosp ita l had as much r ig h t  
to the Purp le H e a rt as any soldier 
w oundod in combat.

“ I suggest th a t newspapers in ­
te rv iew  some o f the personnel 
who have had to  w o rk  here fo r  
years before p r in t in g  rum ors  
designed to  exacerbate race 
ha tred.”

More Facts Revealed 
By Press Reporter

W hat is the t ru th  about condi­
tions a t N o rth p o rt Veterans Hos­
p ita l ? S outhern-born Col. Louis
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beaten up by d isturbed patien ts 
w ith  whom he was le ft  alone?

M A N Y  IN J U R E D
“ W hy was no th in g  said about 

another a ttendant, likew ise alone 
in a w ard, who is now in a hos­
p ita l w ith  three broken ribs  a fte r  
having been beaten up and 
tram pled upon by a hom icidal 
pa tien t?

“ W h y  was no th in g  said about 
the heroic action o f tw o  Negro 
so ld ier a ttendants in  subduing a 
pa tien t in  W ard 61 who was ru n ­
n ing amok in a w ard  brand ish ing 
a k n ife  stolen fro m  the d in ing  
room and th rea ten ing  to  k i l l  h is 
fe llow -pa tien ts?

“ W hy was no th ing  said o f the 
many in ju rie s  —  inc lud ing  broken 
ribs and frac tu red  lim bs— susta in­
ed by N egro  so ld ier-a ttendants at 
N o rth po rt at the hands o f acutely 
d isturbed pa tien ts w h ile  they 
were superv is ing crowded wards 
alone, w ith  no tra in in g  in  methods 
o f hand ling v io len t pa tien ts w ith ­
out h u rtin g  them?

“ W hy was no th in g  said about 
the fa c t  th a t none o f the court- 
m artia led  soldiers was charged 
w ith  m alicious unprovoked b ru ­
ta li ty ,  and th a t in  each instance, 
according to  Gen. T e rry , the 
b ru ta li ty  charge arose fro m  an 
emergency s itua tion  in  w h ich  the 
accused man was t r y in g  to subdue 
a pa tien t a tta ck in g  e ith e r a 
fe llo w -p a tie n t o r the a ttendan t 
h im se lf? ”

P ioneer Publishers take pride 
in announcing the fo rthco m ing  
pub lica tion  o f a g re a t book by 
one o f the g reatest leaders o f the 
w orld  revo lu tiona ry  movement. In 
two m onths, about September 1, 
the f irs t  volume o f Leon T ro t­
sky ’s F ive Years o f the Com­
m un is t In te rn a tio n a l w i l l  be o f f  
the press and ready fo r  sale. The 
appearance o f th is  book w il l  be 
a landm ark in  the h is to ry  not 
on ly o f P ioneer Pub lishers bu t 
also o f the en tire  lite ra tu re  o f 
re vo lu tio n a ry  M arx ism .

T h is  is the f irs t  o f tw o  volumes 
con ta in ing  Leon T ro ts k y ’s m an i­
festoes, a rtic les , speeches and 
le tte rs  in  the period o f the  f irs t 
fo u r  w o rld  congresses o f the 
Com m unist In te rn a tio n a l, 1919- 
1924. The second volum e w ill 
appear a t a la te r  date. T h is  f irs t  
volum e contains the manifestoes 
and documents w r it te n  by T ro t­
sky fo r  the  f irs t,  second and th ird  
w o rld  congresses o f the Com­
m un is t In te rn a tio n a l —  in  1919, 
1920 and 1921. Included also are 
many o f his artic les , speeches and 
le tte rs  d u rin g  the periods be­
tween these congresses, ending 
w ith  three documents fro m  the 
period between the th ird  and the 
fo u rth  Congresses, 1921 - 1922. 
T ro ts k y ’s in tro du c tion , w h ich he 
w ro te  in  M ay, 1924 fo r  the 
o r ig in a l pub lica tion  o f th is  book 
in Russian, is included a t the 
beginn ing o f the volume.

“ The documents contained in 
th is  volum e,”  w rite s  Hansen in  
his fo rew ord , “ belong to  the
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The NEGRO 
STRUGGLE

"Labor with a white skin  
cannot emancipate i tse lf  
where labor with a black  
skin is branded.”  

— K arl Marx 

by CHARLES JACKSON |
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FEPC, A Political Football

A t this writing there is every indication that the Fair Em­
ployment Practices Committee w ill die a natural death within 
the very near future. The committee, which was set up on a 
temporary basis by Roosevelt in his Executive Order No. 8802, 
was ostensibly designed to eliminate the widespread practice of 
employers in discriminating against racial and religious m inori­
ties in job hiring. *  “  T

The com m ittee, fro m  the be-1 Dem ocratic po litic ians  to  k i lM h e  
g inn ing , had on ly  inves tiga tive  
power and did no t have rea l 
a u th o rity . I t  could no t prosecute 
em ployers fo r  d iscrim ina tion . A t  
m any hearings the g u ilty  em ploy­
ers and union bureaucrats even 
refused to  attend. A ltho ug h  
cases o f obvious d isc rim in a tio n  
in  w a r w o rk  were made public, 
there is rio t one case recorded 
where a governm ent con tract 
was cancelled as a re su lt o f the 
em ployer’s failux'e to com ply w ith  
fa ir  em ploym ent practices.

A  CO NCESSIO N
Nevertheless, even th is  pow er­

less FEPC  represented quite a 
concession by the  B ig  Business 
governm ent. T h is  is evidenced, 
f irs t, by the fa c t th a t, a lthough 
such a measure had been p re v i­
ously advocated by m any Negro, 
labor and libe ra l o rgan izations, i t  
was on ly  executed a t the tim e 
when A . P h ilip  Randolph was 
th rea ten ing  to lead 100,000 N e­
groes in  the  M arch on W ash ing­
ton M ovem ent to  p ro te s t the 
rank J im  Crow policies o f the 
Federal Governm ent. In  short,
Roosevelt o n ly  g ranted th is  
“ fa v o r”  in o rder to  stave o f f  m il i­
ta n t mass action  w h ich  would 
have fu r th e r  exposed the rea l 
conditions in  “ the land o f the 
free .”

F urthe rm ore , im poten t, though 
i t  was, the  FE P C  m et fa r ia tic a l 
opposition fro m  the Southern 
po ll-taxe rs  and o the r u ltra -rea c ­
tio n a ry  forces.

A ltho ug h  E xecu tive O rder 8802 
provided on ly  fo r  a tem porary  
FEPC, and was supposedly in ­
tended as a “ w a r em ergency”  
measure, i t  became obvious "to a ll 
c le a r-th in k in g  people th a t a pe r­
m anent prov is ion  fo r  fa irness —  
a t the ve ry  least the r ig h t  to 
hold a job and provide fo r  one’s 
se lf and one’s fa m ily  —  was ne­
cessary i f  we were go ing to  con­
tinue  to  re fe r to  ca p ita lis t A m e r­
ica as a “ democracy”  w ith  “ l ib ­
e rty  and jus tice  fo r  a l l. ”  Conse­
quently, d u r in g  the  pres identia l 
cam paign, the lead ing spokesmen 
o f B O TH  m a jo r pa rties  g lib ly  
gave lip  service to  a perm anent 
FEPC. In  fa c t, the  Republicans 
made specific inclusion o f such in  
th e ir  o ffic ia l p a rty  p la tfo rm .

NO T S U R P R IS IN G
I t  is  iro n ica l bu t en ligh ten ing  

to  observe now the  f ra n t ic  e f­
fo r ts  o f B O TH  Republican and

b ill fo r  a perm anent FEPC  in  
sp ite  o f the tremendous mass 
support i t  receives. T h is  is no t 
s u rp ris in g  to  readers o f the M i l i ­
tan t. W e predicted before the 
election tha t N E IT H E R  the Re­
publican nor the Dem ocratic p a r­
ties would prove good fo r  the 
N egro o r good fo r  labor because, 
when the vise was tigh tened, 
they would dance to  the music 
o f those they both represent —  
the B ig  Business in terests.

To rea lize how th is  issue has 
been kicked around by the p o li­
tic ians  le t ’s take a look a t the 
fac ts :

1. The F E P C  is the on ly  w a r­
tim e  agency th a t bo th  pa rties, 
previous to  the  election, p rom ­
ised to  re ta in . Y e t the  Senate 
appropria tions sub-com m ittee has 
moved to k i l l  i t  by denying the 
funds fo r  its  continuance and the 
House ru les com m ittee has m ov­
ed to  prevent its  com ing to  the 
flo o r fo r  debate. Both com m it­
tees are composed o f  R epub li­
cans and Democrats.

2. P residenf T rum an  goes on 
public record as ostensib ly advo­
ca tin g  passage o f a perm anent 
FEPC, w h ile  at the same tim e 
Rep. Roger S laughter, also a 
Dem ocrat and also fro m  M issouri 
—  and the re fo re  a p o litic ia n  who 
must do T rum an ’s b idd ing  —  
flic s  in  from  Kansas C ity  to  cast 
the vote in the ru les com m ittee 
tha t prevents the b il l from  com­
ing  to  the floo r.

O LD  S H E L L  G A M E
3. Rep. M a ry  N o rto n  (D . o f  

N. J .) who has fo u g h t fo r  FEPC , 
corners S laughter and makes h im  
ad m it th a t he w i l l  “ consider”  the  
b ill i f  one w ord  is changed. B u t 
when she is depended upon to 
d raw  up an acceptable amend­
ment, she ap p a re n tly  changes her 
tac tics  ove rn igh t and fa ils  to  
produce an amendment the next 
day as prom ised.

A ltho ug h  the fu l l  Senate ap­
p rop ria tions  com m ittee has now 
voted to restore the funds fo r  a 
F a ir  E m ploym ent com m ittee, the 
odds are th a t the b il l w i l l  be 
jugg led some more and no t made 
law . Thus the B ig  Business p o li­
tic ians p lay  the old shell game 
o f “ now you see it ,  now you 
don’t ”  —  gam bling  and to y in g  
w ith  the r ig h t  o f m illio ns  o f 
w orkers to  ge t a jo b  and earn 
a liv in g .

TROTSKYISM IS BASED UPON 
WORKERS’ INTERNATIONALISM

In  our epoch, w h ich  is tho 
epoch o f im peria lism , i. e., o f 
w o rld  economy and w orld  po litics  
under the hegemony o f finance 
cap ita l, no t a s ing le  com m unist 
p a rty  can establish its  program  
by proceeding sole ly o r m a in ly  
fro m  conditions and tendencies o f 
developments in  its  own country. 
This- also holds e n tire ly  fo r  the 
p a r ty  th a t w ie lds the state power

ea rly  revo lu tiona ry  period o f the 
Com m unist In te rn a tio n a l. . . The 
m onstrous cam paign aga inst T ro t ­
sky ’s program , which did  not end 
by any means w ith  his assassina­
tion , has draw n a ve il o f ob­
scu rity  over a ll the  p rogram m atic  
documents o f th is  ea rly  period. 
W orld  cap ita lism , o f course, has 
every in te res t in  seeing tha t they 
w il l  rem ain in te rred . The S ta lin is t 
bureaucracy, wh ich has occupied 
its e lf  w ith  re -w r it in g  the h is to ry  
o f th is  period, has likew ise done 
its  u tm ost to  hide and suppress 
the p rog ram m atic  documents ad­
vanced under the  leadership of 
Lenin and T ro tsky . In  tra n s la tin g  
and p r in t in g  F ive  Yeai-s o f the 
Com m unist In te rn a tio n a l, Pioneer 
Publishers not on ly  carries out a 
h is to ric  du ty  in  m aking  available 
to the present generation basic 
m ate ria ls  o f th is  a lm ost fo rgo tte n  
period o f the T h ird  In te rn a tion a l, 
bu t even more im p o rta n t i t  
provides model analyses fo r  the 
solution o f the g reat postwar 
problems o f the Second W orld  
W ar now con fro n tin g  us, problems 
s im ila r in essence to  those which 
confronted the Bolsheviks a t the 
close o f the F irs t  W orld  W ar.”  

T h is  volum e o f a lm ost 400 
pages, clo th  bound, w i l l  be priced 
a t $2.50. T h is  ex trem e ly  low  price 
has been set so th a t the book w ill 
be w ith in  reach o f every class­
conscious w o rke r in terested in  the 
w o rld  re vo lu tio n a ry  movement. 
O rder now fro m  Pioneer Pub­
lishers, 116 U n iv e rs ity  Place, 
New  Y o rk  3, N . Y .

w ith in  the  boundaries o f  the 
USSR.

On A ug us t 4, 1914, the  death 
kne ll sounded fo r  na tiona l p ro ­
gram s fo r  a l l tim e. The revo lu ­
tio n a ry  p a r ty  o f the p ro le ta r ia t 
can base its e lf  on ly  upon an in ­
te rna tion a l p rogram  correspond­
in g  to  the character o f the  pres­
ent epoch, the epoch o f the h ig h ­
est development and collapse o f 
cap ita lism . A  n in te rn a tio n a l 
com m unist p rog ram  is in  no case 
the sum to ta l o f na tiona l p ro ­
gram s o r an am algam  o f th e ir  
common fea tu res. The in te rn a ­
tion a l program  m ust proceed d i­
re c tly  from  an analysis o f the 
conditions and tendencies o f 
w orld  economy and o f the  w o rld  
p o lit ic a l system taken as a whole 
in  a ll its  connections and con­
trad ic tions, th a t is, w ith  the m u ­
tu a lly  an tagon is tic  in terdepend­
ence o f its  separate parts.

In  the present epoch, to  a much 
la rg e r exten t than in  the past, 
the na tiona l o r ien ta tion  o f the 
p ro le ta r ia t m ust and can f lo w  
on ly fro m  a w orld  o rien ta tion  and 
no t v ice versa. H ere in  lies the 
basic and p rim a ry  d iffe rence be­
tween com m unist in te rn a tio n a l­
ism and a ll va rie ties o f na tiona l 
socialism....

L in k in g  up countries and con­
tinen ts  th a t stand on d iffe re n t 
levels o f developm ent in to  a sys­
tem o f m u tua l dependence and 
antagonism , le ve ling  ou t the 
various stages o f th e ir  develop­
m ent and a t the same tim e  im ­
m ed ia te ly  enhancing the  d if fe r ­
ences between them , and ru th ­
lessly eounterposing one coun try  
to  another, w o rld  economy has 
become a m ig h ty  re a lity  w h ich  
holds sway over the  economic li fe  
o f in d iv idu a l countries and con­
tinents. T h is  basic fa c t alone 
invests the idea o f a w o rld  com­
m un is t p a rty  w ith  a supreme 
re a lity .

(F ro m  “ T h ird  In te rn a tio n a l 
A f te r  Lenin,”  pp. 4-5 P ioneer 
Publishers, 1936).
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200,000 Burned AIive In Hamburg Bombing
The horror of aerial bombings can never 

be fu lly  realised from the routine dispatches in 
the capitalist press which record, coldly and 
inhumanly, the obliterationi of whole cities in 
Japan by incendiary bombs. These dispatches 
are written and edited to conceal the agonis­
ing fate of millions of human beings trapped 
in densely-populated areas which the B-29's 
have converted into roaring incinerators.

On Sept. 20. 1942, the newspaper Daseler 
Nachrichten, published in neutral Switzerland, 
ran an eyewitness account of the effects of 
Anglo-American bombing of the German, city  
of Hamburg. 'The British and American press 
deliberately suppressed this horrifying word- 
picture, because they thought it would affect 
the war "morale”  of the British and American 
peoples. We print it in fu ll here because, bet­
ter than anything else yet written, it  helps to 
bring home the terrible fate of helpless c iv il­
ians and the enormity of the crimes of capital­
ism against mankind.

D u rin g  the bom bing o f H am burg there was a 
catastrophe in one densely populated p a r t o f the 
tow n o f several square k ilom ete rs  wh ich eclipsed 
a ll previous happenings o f the bom bing w ar. I t  
occurred as a resu lt o f the  area be ing covered 
w ith  mines, h igh-explosives and phosphorous 
bombs and hundreds o f thousands o f o rd in a ry  in ­
cendiaries.

I t  m ust be emphasized th a t the e ffec t was one 
w hich can on ly  be achieved when bom bing dense­
ly  populated res iden tia l d is tr ic ts , bu t no t when 
bom bing fa c to ry  d is tr ic ts . E ve ry  phys ic is t o f 
the  a ir  w a r could have calculated th is  e ffec t in 
advance i f  the  num ber o f H .E . and incend ia ry 
bombs to  be dropped on a given area were known 
to  h im . I t  is founded on the  w e ll-know n fa c t 
th a t every open f ire  sucks in the oxygen i t  needs 
fro m  the surround ing  atmosphere and th a t large 
fires,, unless there is a s trong  w ind, w i l l  lead to  the 
creation o f so-called a ir  chim neys up which the 
flam es w i l l  rush w ith  ever-increasing force. I f  
the  area o f the f ir e  covers several square k ilo ­
m eters, then the  flam es lic k in g  out o f in d iv idu a l 
row s and blocks o f houses w il l  combine in to  one 
b ig  b lanke t o f f ire ,  covering the en tire  area and 
rush in g  up to ever g re a te r he ights. A ccord ing 
to  E ng lish  reports , the H am burg  f ire  reached a 
he igh t o f six k ilom eters, th a t is, up to  th a t he igh t 
the  heat rose in one com pact body.

Fire  Consumes the Oxygen
U nder these conditions the fo llo w in g  occurs: 

w ith in  the area o f the f ir e  a rush o f a ir  is 
created, reaching the s treng th  o f a typhoon. The 
Effect is th a t o f enormous bellows pum ping a ir  
in to  th is  d is tr ic t fro m  a ll d irec tions; fo r  the  sea 
o f flam es sucks in a ir  fro m  its  surroundings. In 
th is , the  streets serve as channels th rou gh  which 
the  a ir  passes tow ards the  centre and a t the

same tim e  the a ir  rush ing  th rough  the streets 
sucks the flam es from  the  bu rn ing  houses ho r­
iz o n ta lly  in to  the streets. Thus, hum an beings 
and flam es w i l l  compete fo r  the availab le  oxygen 
and, n a tu ra lly , a f ir e  o f th is  size w i l l  get the 
be tte r o f it.

The im m edia te resu lt in  the cellars is a sh o rt­
age o f oxygen and b rea th ing  d iff ic u lt ie s  fo r  the 
people present. A t  the same tim e  the tem pera­
tu re  in  the shelters rises unbearably, bu t the 
people are prevented fro m  leaving the shelters 
du rin g  the ea rly  stages o f the bom bing by the 
constant ra in  o f II.E ., incend ia ry and phosphor­
ous bombs, which release a fin e  shower consisting 
o f a m ix tu re  o f rubber and phosphorous. E x p e ri­
ence has shown th a t when the people f in a lly  
make up th e ir  m inds to leave the ce llars i t  is too 
late. They have no s treng th  le f t  to ca rry  out 
th e ir  decision, and even i f  they have they lack the 
s treng th  to res is t the heat and the lack o f oxy­
gen in  the street. I t  is easy to  see th a t men, 
w ith  th e ir  g rea te r power o f resistance and stou te r 
c lo th ing , are be tte r able to  res is t such a method 
o f a ttack  than women and ch ildren. T h a t is w hy 
the m a jo r ity  o f the v ic tim s are women and c h il­
dren. Num erous com plete ly charred bodies o f w o­
men and ch ildren in  l ig h t  sum m er c lo th in g  who 
emerged fro m  the cellars in to  the storm  o f f ire  
in the street were soon converted in to  bu rn ing  
torches.

Death in a Fiery W hirlw ind
N a tu ra lly , hundreds and thousands o f men too 

lost th e ir  lives in the streets o f th is  d is tr ic t. 
H am burg experts who are in  charge o f the sa l­
vag ing  o f bodies have stated th a t on ly  a m inute  
percentage o f the popu lation res id ing  there can

Hamburg Horror Confirmed
Censorship o f the gruesome deta ils o f A llie d  

destruction o f the g re a t German C ity  o f H am ­
burg was lif te d  la s t week to  b r in g  fu l l  con­
firm a tio n  o f the a w fu l s to ry  which we re p r in t 
on th is  page. The facts were given by Drew  
M iddle ton in a New' Y o rk  T im es dispatch 
from  H am burg dated June 22.

A llie d  bombs, says the correspondent, k illed  
about -100,000 persons o f a pre -w ar population 
o f 1,682,000, or one ou t o f every fo u r. In  ad­
d itio n  to  destroy ing the  p o rt and the c ity ’s 
in d u s tr ia l area, the A llie d  a ir  forces aimed 
deliberate, concentrated attacks on the Hamm 
and Ham m erbrook d is tr ic ts  o f H am burg 
“ which once housed hundreds o f thousands o f 
w orkers.”  The Germans, says M iddle ton, do 
not know how many w'ere k illed , “ bu t i t  is 
safe to  assume th a t num ber was close to 
200,000. Thousands were baked a live  in  she lt­
ers as apartm ent houses and tenements fe ll 
bu rn ing  around them .”

By V. Grey

have escaped w ith  its  l i fe  under the conditions 
p re va ilin g  du ring  the  a ttack. The w h ir lw in d  
surrounded the en tire  d is tr ic t  w ith  a f ie ry  w a ll 
and on ly  those were able to  save themselves who 
escaped a t the ve ry  beginning.

The condition o f the ce lla r shelters, w h ich have 
m eanwhile been opened, gives some ind ica tion  
o f the tem perature  w h ich m ust have prevailed 
in  the streets. The people who rem ained in  these 
rooms were no t on ly  suffocated and charred bu t 
reduced to  ashes. In  o ther words, these rooms 
which, w ith o u t exception, became death-chambers 
fo r  dozens and hundreds o f people, m ust have 
reached a tem perature  such as is no t reached in 
the  bu rn ing  chamber o f a crem atorium . One 
doctor who supervised the salvage o f the bodies 
rem arked th a t the inc ine ra tion  o f the bones had 
in  m any cases been m ore complete in  the cellars 
than i t  is in the norm al process o f crem ation. 
O bviously, i t  is  im possible to  id e n tify  the bodies, 
as a ll the belongings o f the people have also been 
reduced to  ashes.

Women, Children Burn to Death
The 20,000 bodies salvaged so fa r  in  H am burg 

come m a in ly  fro m  th is  d is tr ic t. Even today the 
w o rk  o f sa lvag ing  is s t i l l  ex trem e ly d if f ic u lt  be-

cause the tem perature  in the cellars a fo r tn ig h t  
a fte r  the f ire  is s t i l l  such th a t any in tro du c tion  
o f oxygen makes the f ire  f la re  up again.

The m any reports  o f su rv ivo rs  o f bu rn ing  w o­
men and ch ildren, and o f women th ro w in g  th e ir  
ch ildren in to  canals, arc, the re fore, no t in ven t­
ed. How  g re a t was the  tem pera tu re  p re va ilin g  
in these streets is fu r th e r  proved by the fa c t th a t 
the glass in  the w indows and m etal fram es were 
reduced to  ash and cinders.

A s we have said, a ll th is  occurred in  a s tr ic t ly  
defined d is tr ic t  o f some k ilom ete rs  square. Ob­
viously , e ffec ts  like  those described can on ly  be 
achieved in  densely populated res iden tia l d is­
tr ic ts  w ith  h igh  houses and re la tiv e ly  na rrow  
streets. The streets, however, need no t be ve ry  
na rrow , fo r  rou gh ly  50 women and ch ild ren were 
found suffocated, h a lf  charred, and w ith  th e ir  
c lo th ing  to rn  fro m  th e ir  bodies by the storm , on 
a p lay in g  fie ld  wh ich w'as s itua ted a t the centre 
o f a s tree t crossing. I t  appears, the re fore , th a t 
the a ir  w a r in  th is  fo rm  can indeed tu rn  en tire  
d is tr ic ts  o f a la rge  c ity , and, above a ll, the res i­
dentia l quarters o f w o rkers  and employees, in to  
a f ie ry  grave w hich no one can escape wTio has 
no t the courage to  flee  in the e a rly  stages th rough  
the ra in  o f phosphorous, H .E. and incendiary 
bombs.

People are g e ttin g  la id  o f f  fro m  the w a r p lants. The whole 
a irc ra f t  in d u s try  is beginn ing to  shu t down. Fe llow s are re tu rn in g  
fro m  the a rm y. And th e y ’re a ll fo rm in g  a new arm y. The A rm y  o f 
the Unemployed. I t ’s go ing  to  be b igg e r than a ll o f E isenhower’s 
forces— much bigger.

You don’t  have to look ve ry  fa r  to see i t  com ing. The a irc ra ft  
p lan ts on the o ther side o f tow n are h a lf  closed down already. I t  
hasn’t  h it the steel in d u s try  yet. So fa r, we’re a ll s t i l l  in  the shop 
and s t i l l  w o rk in g  six  days a week.

B u t i t ’s like  when you were a k id  hoeing beans on the fa rm . 
A storm  would come b low ing  a t you r ig h t  in  the m iddle o f a d ry  
day. And you could see the ra in  co in ing down a t the o ther end o f 
the field, drench ing the  o the r kids. B u t a m inu te  la te r, you were 
soaking w e t you rse lf.

I t  Sucks Everyone In
T h a t’s the w ay th is  th in g  h its , too. You see the unemployed 

and the re lie fe rs  a long w ay o ff.  And suddenly you ’re r ig h t  in  the 
m iddle o f them.

Some people th in k  th a t unem ploym ent doesn’t  h it  everybody. 
B u t th a t ’s where th e y ’re w rong. Remember how i t  used to  be when 
there were f i f t y  guys outside the  gate w a it in g  to  take you r job ? 
You took a lo t  o f the  com pany’s crap then. You swallowed a lo t 
th a t you don’t  swallow' now'.

The bosses used those f i f ty  men fo r  a ll they w'ere w orth , as a 
w h ip  over your head. They fe lt  the power those unemployed gave 
them. They made you w o rk  ten and tw e lve  hours a day fo r  s tra ig h t 
tim e. D iv ide  the w ork  up w ith  the unemployed at a liv in g  wage fo r  
everyone? The he ll they d id ! W ith  those f i f t y  guys a t the gate, 
you’d take your th ir ty  cents an hour and be th a n k fu l fo r  the 
ten-hour day.

U nem ploym ent h its  you w'hether you ’re w o rk in g  o r not. I t  
demoralizes the employed and the unemployed both. I t ’s a weapon 
in the hands o f the b ig  ca p ita lis t bosses. I t ’s up to  us to  take th is  
w'eapon ou t o f th e ir  hands and p u t everyone to  w ork .

Workers* Control the Only  Cure
T his  can on ly be done by  op e ra ting  in d u s try  under our own 

w orkers  con tro l. I f  the cap ita lis ts  could operate these fac to ries  to 
make m urder machines, ce rta in ly  W E  can operate them  to  make 
the th in gs  th a t people need to  live  lik e  human beings. The cap ita lis ts  
have made th e ir  m illio ns  and b illio n s  ou t o f the p lan ts , and now 
the p lan ts  are be ing le f t  to  ru s t and decay, w h ile  people starve.

T h is ru s t and decay and s ta rva tio n  are p a rt and parcel o f the 
cap ita lis t system in  its  stage o f decay. W ar has on ly  in te rrup te d  
the process and substitu ted  explosion fo r  decay, sudden death fo r  
s ta rva tion . Now we are go ing back to  the old p re -w ar dog-eat-dog 
way o f liv in g , on ly fiercer and more b it te r  than before.

B u t when we w o rk in g  people take over the  fac to rie s , m ines and 
m ills , the re  w on ’t  be one bunch o f us w o rk in g  12 hours a day fo r  
s ta rva tio n  wages and another bunch on re l ie f  w ith  a s ta rva tio n  dole. 
W hen the w o rk in g  class takes over, th a t k in d  o f s tu f f  w i l l  be done 
w ith  fo reve r.

BRITISH RENEW FRAUDULENT OFFER 
REJECTED BY INDIA THREE YEARS AGO

By Felix  Morrow
The new British White Paper on India, issued June 14, has 

nothing new in it. It simply repeats the fraudulent offer of the 
Cripps Mission of March 1942, which all India rejected.

What is new in the situation is that this time the Indian 
bourgeoisie seems ready to accept it, and this is the reason for 
repeating it in a new paper. The day after its issuance, Gandhi 
announced he would recommend that the Congress party ac­
cept it. Likewise Moslem newspapers were reported favorable 
to it. ®

T H E  CRIPPS F R A U D
C ontinuation  o f the  V ice roy ’s 

d ic ta to r ia l powers was the issue 
over w h ich the C ripps nego tia­
tions  broke down in  A p r il,  1942. 
D u rin g  the  ea rly  p a r t  o f the 
nego tia tions, according to  the 
Congress p a r ty  leaders, C ripps 
had prom ised there  w ou ld  be a 
basic change in  the fun c tio n  o f 
the  V iceroy, who in a new' gov­
e rnm ent would have no m ore 
power over the cabinet than a 
co n s titu tion a l m onarch. La te r, 
how'ever, C ripps made clear th a t 
the  V ice roy w ould continue to  
have the to ta lita r ia n  pov'ers given 
h im  under the B r it is h  p a r lia ­
m en ta ry  A c t o f 1935 v 'lnch is the 
so-called con s titu tion  o f Ind ia . A t  
th is  po in t the Congress p a rty  
leaders broke o f f  negotiations, 
co rre c tly  cha rg ing  th a t C ripps 
had perpe tra ted a fra u d ; he had 
managed to  open negotiations, 
g iv in g  the  w o rld  a p ic tu re  o f 
B r it is h  desire to  come to agree­
m ent, on ly  by concealing th a t his 
“ o f fe r ”  did no t touch the V ice­
ro y ’s powers.

I t  m ust be said th a t the new 
W h ite  Paper makes no bones 
about the fa c t th a t i t  promises 
no th ing  more than a “ change in 
the com position o f the V ice roy ’s 
Executive Council,”  leav ing the 
V ice roy ’s powers untouched. W ith  
Japan in  re tre a t fro m  the  gates 
o f Ind ia , C h u rch ill can a ffo rd  to 
be more plain-spoken than in 
1942, when public op in ion in  E n g ­
land and Am erica  had to  be de­
ceived about the reasons fo r  his 
fa ilu re  to  g ive the Ind ian  people 
substan tia l concessions.

The puppet character o f an In ­
dian executive council w h ile  the 
V ice roy ’s pov'ers continue, w i l l  
be rea lized i f  one b r ie f ly  enum er­
ates h is pov'ers under the A c t o f 
1935:

V IC E R O Y ’S POW ERS
1. He can, aga inst the vote o f 

the  en tire  executive council, de­
cree law's in  the name o f the Gov­
ernm ent o f Ind ia , and set aside 
any decision o f the council or 
governm ent departm ents. He 
chooses and dismisses a ll m em ­
bers o f h is  executive council.

2. He and the  B r it is h  govern­
m ent have exclusive con tro l over

the “ Ind ian ”  a rm y ; the  executive 
council is spe c ifica lly  excluded 
fro m  p a rtic ip a tin g  in  any deci­
sions connected w ith  it .

3. W henever, in  his opin ion, the 
c iv il a u tho ritie s  are unable to 
cope w ith  “ d isorders,”  he can 
send troops in to  any province.

4. One o f his “ special responsi­
b ilit ie s ”  under the 1935 A c t is 
the “ safeguard ing o f the  r ig h ts  
o f the personnel o f the Ind ian  
C iv il Service and the Ind ian  po­
lice. Th is means th a t ne ithe r the 
Home M ember o f the executive 
council (w ho fo rm a lly  contro ls 
the cen tra l police departm ent) 
nor the p rov inc ia l leg is la tu res 
can dism iss policemen o r o ther 
c iv il service func tiona ries  w ith ­
out the V ice roy ’s consent. So he 
•really con tro ls  police and c iv il 
service.

5. He can impose w hatever ta x ­
ation he deems necessary to  p ro ­
vide funds fo r  fin a n c in g  his “ re ­
served”  pov'ers. Thus he alone 
can d ic ta te  w h a t is  to  be spent 
and how  i t  is to  be raised. U n ­
der th is  pov 'e r the V ice roy gu a r­
antees paym ent o f dividends on 
governm ent loans and bonds, 
ra ilw a y  debentures and num er­
ous o ther B r it is h  investm ents. 
W ha t th is  means is indicated by 
the fa c t th a t in  1937 about 80 
per cent o f the  C entra l Budget 
was earm arked fo r  paym ents 
guaranteed by  the V iceroy.

S LA V E R S ’ P A R A D IS E
W ith  these pov'ers the V iceroy 

makes Ind ia  a paradise fo r  cap i­
ta lis ts  and land lords, both the 
B r it is h  and th e ir  na tive  sate llites. 
H is troops crush s trikes and te r ­
ro rize  peasants in to  pay ing  fa n ­
tas tic  ren ts  and taxes. Peasants 
and w 'orkers’ leaders are “ de­
tenues”  —  held in d e fin ite ly  w ith ­
out charges o r t r ia l .  E ve ry  p ro ­
posal o f the In te rn a tio n a l Labor 
O ffice fo r  in te rn a tio n a l agree­
m ent to  ra ise wages, cu t hours, 
cu rta ilm e n t o f women in  mines, 
l im it  ch ild  labor, has been re ­
jected by the  V iceroy. H ea lth  and 
unem ploym ent insurance are non­
ex is te n t; the  budget fo r  educa­
tio n  o f na tives is am ong the 
lowest per cap ita  in the  w orld  
and il l ite ra c y  is among the  h ig h ­
est— about 90 pe r cent. B r it is h  
p ro fits  fro m  Ind ian  enterprises

workers. To patch up the po litica l 
break w ou ld  m ere ly  fo llo w  now 
as a m a tte r o f course fo r  the 
Ind ian bourgeoisie.

S ign ifican t o f A m erica ’s fu tu re  
role in Ind ia  is the changed tone 
o f the A m erican press. In  1942, 
w'hen B r ita in ’s aid in the w a r was 
urgen t, the A m erican press com­
p le te ly  fo llov 'ed  the B r it is h  line 
o f concealing the reactionary  
character o f the C ripps “ o ffe r .”  
T yp ica l was the N. Y . T im es’ 
M arch 31, 1942 e d ito r ia l: “ B r it is h  
ru le  in  Ind ia , i f  on ly  Ind ia  herse lf 
so w ills  it ,  has come to  an end. 
No o the r m eaning can be read 
in to  the te x t. . . There is no room

are the classical example o f col­
on ia l bloodsucking: the p la n ta ­
tions, fo r  example, have paid 
dividends up to  225 per cent in  
recent years; coal m ines have 
paid betv'een 10-50 per cent; 
manganese m ines 100 pe r cent; 
ju te  m ills  20-40 per cent, etc.

R EASO N FOR B R E A K
I t  should be obvious to  anyone 

th a t a V iceroy w ith  such powers 
would never be accepted by rep ­
resentatives o f the Ind ian  mass­
es. Those who are now ready to 
accept service under h im  speak 
on ly fo r  the na tive  cap ita lis ts  and 
landlords. T h a t is the  rea l ro le 
o f Gandhi and the Congress pa r­
ty  as we lk as o f the Moslem 
League.

In  1942, w'hen Japanese in ­
vasion seemed im m inen t, the In ­
dian bourgeoisie, ju n io r  partners 
o f B r it is h  im peria lism , tr ie d  to 
get a b igge r share in  the p a rtn e r­
ship. The masses were aroused as 
B r it is h  prestige declined w ith  the 
m il ita ry  defeats. M oreover B r it is h  
plans fo r  a “ scorched e a rth ”  
po licy  in case o f Japanese in ­
vasion were in to le rab le  to Ind ian  
owners o f la rge p ro pe rty . Hence 
the po litica l break between the 
B r it is h  overlo rds and the Con­
gress p a r ty  which had co llabor­
ated in the p rov inc ia l govern­
ments fro m  1937 u n t il the war. 
In the economic field, however, 
the Ind ian  bourgeoisie has been 
co llabora ting  th roughou t, reap ing 
huge p ro fits  d u rin g  the w a r w h ile  
B r it is h  m ob iliza tion  o f Ind ian  
economy has led to  fam ine  and 
hunger fo r  the peasants and

Nailing the Lie 
Of German 'Guilt'

How much the mass o f Ger­
man people hate the N azis is 
e loquen tly ’ revealed in a June 
18 dispatch o f the A llied  Press 
Service fo r  Germany.

In the A tte rb u ry , Ind iana, 
prisoner of w a r camp, one o f 
the shocking Nazi a tro c ity  film s 
released by A llie d  propagand­
is ts  was shown to  the  prison­
ers.

Instead o f d isclosing sym ­
pathy fo r  the N az i regim e as 
the hate propaganda issued by 
the A llie s  m igh t lead one to 
expect, these prisoners showed 
what they thought o f H it le r  by 

■ ta k in g  up a collection fo r  the 
“ people released fro m  German 
concentration camps.”

The collection amounted to
$20,000!

ENGLISH TROTSKYISTS 
MAKE GAIN IN ELECTION

(Continued from  page 1)

fo r  doubt . . .  i f  they refuse th is  
g i f t  o f freedom  they w i l l  lose . . . 
the o ffe r  o f Am erican comrade­
ship th a t is now th e irs  fo r  the 
ask ing .”  The libe ra l N. Y . Post 
o f the same day procla im ed: 
“ B r ita in  is g iv in g  up ‘the b r ig h t­
est jew el in  the crown o f E m p ire ’ 
to  beat H it le r . ”  T im e magazine 
hailed “ In d ia ’s M agna C harta .”

U. S. A T T IT U D E
Today, however, w ith  Germany 

beaten and Japan’s defeat on ly a 
m a tte r o f tim e , Am erican im pe­
r ia lis m  is look ing to  the task 
o f pushing in to  In d ia ’s m arkets. 
So the June 15 N . Y . Times 
ed ito ria l on the new W hite  Paper 
no longer lies th a t i t  is a “ g i f t  
o f freedom .”  I t  reca lls Church­
i l l ’s assertion th a t he did not take 
office to liqu ida te  the B rit is h  
em pire and concludes th a t he un­
derstands “ th a t the tide  o f change 
is m oving so fa s t th a t the way 
not to  liqu ida te  the B r it is h  
E m pire  is to  tra n s fo rm  a ll o f i t  
as qu ick ly  as possible”  a long the 
proposed lines.

The June 15 N. Y . H era ld - 
T ribune  ed ito ria l, speaking o f the 
powers reserved to  the B rit is h  
v ice roy and com m ander-in-chie f 
says: “ The extensive powers

denounced the coa lition  and con­
tested the election independently.

D u rin g  the cam paign came the 
f r s t  indica tions tha t the B r it is h  
w o rk ing  class had fin a lly  forced 
the Labor P a rty  leaders to  move 
toward leaving the coa lition  gov­
ernm ent and ho ld ing a general 
election. T h is  fac t undoubtedly 
led many workers, who had ex­
pressed th e ir  support o f the 
T ro tsky is t candidate and turned 
out in  unprecedented numbers to 
the RCP meetings, to cast th e ir 
■votes fo r  the Labor P a rty  can­
didate.

T H E  RCP C A M P A IG N
The RCP campaigned on a p ro ­

g ram  aga inst the ca p ita lis t w ar, 
fo r  unconditional independence of 
the Ind ian  and o ther colonial peo­
ples, fo r  B r it is h  w ork ing-c lass 
s o lid a r ity  w ith  the German w o rk ­
ing-class, and fo r  the estab lish­
m ent o f w 'orkers’ power in  B r i t ­
ain. -The T ro tsky is ts  exposed the 
treachery  o f the  Labo r P a rty  
leaders in en te ring  a coa lition  
governm ent w ith  the ca p ita lis t 
enemies o f labor.

T e s tify in g  to the energetic 
cam paign conducted by the  RCP 
and the g ro w in g  in te res t o f the 
m ost advanced w orkers  in  the 
p rogram  o f T ro tsky ism , the cam­
paign m eetings fo r  Jock Haston 
w'ere the la rges t o f any in  the 
d is tr ic t. A t  one m eeting, on M ay 
13, advertised as a “ G rand In ­
te rn a tio n a lis t R a lly ,”  speakers 
fro m  Ind ia , B elg ium , France, 
Burm a, Germany and Greece were 
b illed to  speak. Over 1,500 a t­
tended the m eeting, w ith  hun­
dreds forced to  rem a in  outside 
and hear the  speeches over a 
loudspeaker. I t  was “ the g re a t­
est mass ra l ly  o f Neath w’orkers 
to be held in  G wyn since 1929, 
when Ramsay M acDonald ad­
dressed a m eeting ,”  reports  the 
Socia lis t Appeal.

T h is  m eeting became the h igh 
po in t o f the cam paign when i t  
was announced by C hairm an 
C y r il Davies o f the local Inde­
pendent Labor P a rty  —  whose 
local members supported Haston 
despite the opposition o f the 
p a rty  o ffic ia ldom  —  th a t A lu n  
'Ihom as, leader o f the Commun-

Capitalist Ruin of 
British Coal Industry

Some s ta r t lin g  figures on how- 
p riva te  owners have ruined the 
B r it is h  coal in d u s try  were 
revealed in a June 18 broadcast 
by James G riffith s , ex-m iner 
and labor member in the last 
B r it is h  P arliam ent.

In  the past 27 years alone, 
said G riffith s , 1,000 p its  have 
been closed and 500,000 m iners 
“ throw-n on the scrap heap.”

G r if f ith s  said that, the repo rt 
o f a p a rty  o f Am erican m in ing  
experts who vis ited B r ita in  had 
been suppressed by the govern­
ment. These experts, case- 
hardened as they are to  the 
e ffec t o f m in ing  on under­
ground w orkers in Am erica, 
were, declared G riffith s , “ shock­
ed”  by the “ aged appearance 
o f m iners o f 50.”

Canadian CCF Party 
Shows Voting Power

w hich these tw o  B r it is h  o ffic ia ls  
possess w i l l  undoubtedly be a 
g rea t handicap to  the acceptance 
o f the p rogram  by  Ind ian  na­
tio n a lis ts .”  A l l  th is  is s t i l l  po lite , 
fo r  the w a r is s t i l l  on. B u t i t  is 
a fa r  c ry  fro m  A m erican press 
comment in 1942 and is a tra n s i­
t ion  to  the tim e  when U . S. im ­
pe ria lism  w 'ill take up the cudgels 
fo r  Ind ian  “ independence.”

M O N T R E A L  —  Canada’s in ­
dependent labo r p a rty , the  Co­
operative Com m onwealth Feder­
ation  (C C F ), increased its  
s treng th  fro m  10 to  26 seats in 
the general election held on June 
11, despite the aid  tendered the 
b ig  business candidates by the 
S ta lin is ts .

The p ro -ca p ita lis t L ibe ra ls  
were re tu rned  to  power w ith  a 
considerably narrowed' m a jo r ity , 
d ropp ing  fro m  155 to  117 seats, 
w'hile the Conservatives increased 
th e ir  show ing fro m  40 to  65. The 
treacherous S ta lin is ts  concen­
tra ted  m ost o f th e ir  e ffo r ts  on 
s p lit t in g  the CCF vote in  order 
to  im prove the chances o f the 
L ibera ls . The S ta lin is ts , mas­
querading as the “ La bo r-P ro ­
gressives”  won on ly  one seat as

ist P a rty  o f W est W ales, had f in ­
a lly  accepted the RCP’s repeated 
challenge to  debate Haston.

F A M IL IA R  S LA N D E R
W illiam s , the Labo rite  candi­

date, had leaned on S ta lin is t sup­
p o rt and had authorized the is ­
suance o f a slanderous S ta lin is t 
pam phlet against Haston and 
posters w h ich lied th a t “ a vote 
fo r  Haston is a vote fo r  fascism .”  
W illia m s  h im se lf had p rev iously  
been attacked as a “ T ro ts k y ite ”  
because he w'as a “ le f t ”  Labo rite  
and had used T ro ts k y ’s “ H is to ry  
o f the Russian R evo lu tion”  in 
bis Labor College lectures. He 
îesorted to  th is  type o f cam paign 
because he could no t Éefend L a ­
bor P a rty  policies.

Thus, the issue o f T ro tsky ism  
versus S ta lin ism  became a dom­
inan t one in the cam paign. The 
T ro tsky is ts  a t th e ir  meetings a t 
mine pit--heads repeatedly de­
manded th a t the S ta lin is ts  pub­
lic ly  defend th e ir  slanders. They 
were offe red the T ro ts k y is t m i­
crophone and p la tfo rm . T he ir re ­
fusa ls to debate fin a lly  lost them 
so much ground, th a t pressure o f 
the workers forced them to  per­
m it th e ir  p rinc ip a l spokesman, 
A lu n  Thomas, to  speak at the in ­
te rna tion a lis t ra lly .

A p a r t fro m  the usual slander 
about “ p ro o f”  o f T ro ts k y is t con­
nections w ith  fasc is ts  in  the 
Moscow fram e-up  tr ia ls , Thom ­
as’ m ain emphasis was on the 
w ar. He called i t  a “ people’s w a r 
o f lib e ra tio n ”  and repeated the 
reac tiona ry  slanders against the 
en tire  German w o rk in g  class, 
saying th a t “ H it le r  has created 
a na tion  o f nincompoops and

m urderers.”  A m ongst o t h e r  
“ evidence”  he tr ie d  to  use against 
T ro tsky ism , were statem ents 
fro m  “ The A. B. C. o f Commun­
ism ,”  the tes tim ony o f James P. 
Cannon in the M inneapolis Labor 
T r ia l o f  1941. Thomas ended by 
saying, “ i f  we had our way, these 
people on th is  p la tfo rm  would 
be shot.”

L IE S  EXP O S E D
Haston to re  a p a rt the lies o f 

Thomas, to  the g reat de lig h t o f 
the vast m a jo r ity  o f the audience 
To Thom as’ opening statem ent 
■that he had agreed to  debate on ly 
because “ some p o lit ic a lly  back­
w ard  people in  Neath had been 
persuaded by the dem agogy o f 
T ro ts k y is ts ,”  Haston rep lied :

“ In  th is  h a ll are assembled the 
most class-conscious sections o f 
the w orkers in  the constituency, 
inc lud ing  m any who in  the past 
few  years have broken away from  
S ta lin ism . Thomas refused fo r  
three m onths to  take pa rt in  a 
public debate. He said the C. P. 
would not g ive the T ro tsky is ts  a 
p la tfo rm , bu t th is  tremendous, 
m eeting has assembled ton igh t 
to  her the T ro ts k y is t po licy. T h is  
is our p la tfo rm . W e have forced 
Thomas to  appear on i t . ”

D u rin g  the  cam paign, some 
7,500 copies o f one issue o f So­
c ia lis t Appeal were sold, one fo r  
every three houses in the d is tr ic t. 
Hundreds o f copies o f “ The A.B.C 
o f Com m unism ”  were sold —  a ll 
the RCP had— and several tho u ­
sand o f each issue o f th e ir  pa­
per. Some 30,000 le a fle ts  were 
d is tribu ted . “ Contacts and sym ­
path izers were made in  every 
v illag e  in  the  d is tr ic t.”

The la s tin g  achievement o f th is  
f irs t  T ro ts k y is t e lectora l cam­
pa ign, says the Socia list Appeal, 
was th a t  i t  b ro ug h t “ new in s p ir 
a tion  and rev ived the w i l l  to 
s tru g g le ”  among the N eath  mine 
w orkers and th a t “ T ro tsky ism  
has found its  roo ts in  W ales.”

aga inst five in the previous gov­
ernm ent.

The CCF was able to  present 
an a lm ost fu l l  s la te o f candidates 
fo r  the  f irs t  tim e , run n ing  200 
candidates out o f a possible 245. 
I t  is qu ite  possible th a t when 
the so ld ie r vote is revealed on 
June 20, m ore seats w i l l  be ga in ­
ed by the CCF. In  the O ntario  
p rov inc ia l election o f June 5, a 
p lu ra lity  o f soldiers voted CCF.

The cam paign was m arked by 
an unprecedented slander d rive  
against socialism  in  general and 
the CCF in  pa rticu la r, by shame­
less fla g -w a v in g  and by frenzied 
appeals to  race hatred. B ig  B us i­
ness, quak ing  w ith  fea r fo r  its  
monopolies lest the CCF gain 
power, poured a m illio n  do lla rs 
in to  the hands o f a M r. T re s tra il, 
professional union-sm asher, to 
enable h im  to propagate his a n t i­
soc ia lis t v il if ic a t io n . T re s tra il 
sent by m ail to  every vo te r in  
Canada a condensation o f his 
book “ Stand Up and Be Count­
ed,”  a mess o f abominable fa lse ­
hoods about the na ture o f socia l­
ism , and even a ttack ing  one o f 
the CCF leaders (L e w is ) as a 
Jew.

A no the r f a c t o r  m il ita t in g  
aga inst g re a te r labo r gains was 
the Conservative P a rty  ta c tic  o f 
in fla m in g  the old rac ia l p re ju ­
dices s t i l l  e x is tin g  between the 
P reneh speaking people o f Quebec 
Province and the E ng lish  speak­
in g  people o f O ntario . These fee l­
ings are a lw ays aggravated in  
tim e  o f im p e ria lis t w a r due to  
the reso lu te French Canadian op­
position to  being fo rc ib ly  pressed 
in to  the armed service o f B r i t ­
ish im peria lism . The CCF lead­
ership, u n fo rtu n a te ly  s t i l l  weak 
and oppo rtun is tic , had le f t  the 
p a r ty  defenseless aga inst such 
tac tics  by decla ring  themselves 
m fu l l  support o f the im p e ria lis t 
w a r e f fo r t  in  1939. A s a resu lt, 
the 001 ’ has lo s t a ll its  seats 
both in  French Quebec and in  
E ng lish  O nta rio  in  th is  election.

S P U R N  R A C E  H A T E

The s itu a tio n  in  B r it is h  C olum ­
bia provides a contrast to  th is . 
The trus ta rd s  on the west coast 
conducted a vicious anti-Japanese 
race-hate d rive  a fte r  the w ar 
w ith  Japan broke out. The CCF 
la n k  and file , however, spurned 
such race-hate and forced th e ir  
leaders to fo llo w  su it. In  th is  
election, B r it is h  Colum bia elected 
fo u r  CCF candidates.

Despite some d isappointm ent at 
not m aking  a be tte r show ing in  
eastern Canada, the CCF cam­
paign was an in s p ir in g  demon­
s tra tio n  o f the power and in it ia ­
t iv e  o f the un ited  w orkers and 
farm ers. Backed by m any o f 
th e ir  trade  unions, the  people 
have made th e ir  own independ­
en t labo r p a rty  a household word 
fro m  coast to  coast.

SHOP TALKS 
o n  SOCIALISM
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Allied Conquerors Foist New Puppet Cabinet On The Italian People
(Continued from  page 1) <y

puppet supporters wish to  pu t 
o f f  u n t il the prom ised elections 
discussion o f the character o f the 
reg im e to be established in  post­
w a r I ta ly .  N enn i’s demagogy is 
an obvious a ttem p t to  d iv e rt the 
a tten tion  o f the masses fro m  the 
question o f social revo lu tion  to 
the much safe r d ispute as to- 
w hether Ita lia n  cap ita lism  should 
continue under a m onarchy o r a 
dem ocratic repub lic.

P U P P E T  R E G IM E
The u tte r  dependency o f the 

new cabinet on A llie d  bayonets 
is g la r in g ly  revealed in its  o r ig ­
in. On June 14 the A llie d  au tho r­
itie s  “ intervened. . .  in  the I ta l­
ian G overnm ent cris is ,”  accord­
in g  to  a Reuters dispatch, "w ith  
an o ffic ia l w a rn in g ”  th a t a new 
cabinet was required. The a rm y 
specifica tions on the order b lank 
fo r  a new cabinet were, o f course, 
the same as fo r  previous Ita lia n  
cabinets ordered by A llie d  au­
th o ritie s : (1) maintenance o f the 
m onarchy “ u n t il the Ita lia n  peo­
ple have been able to choose fo r  
them selves;”  (2) agreem ent to 
c a rry  ou t the secret te rm s o f the 
a rm is tice ; (3 ) approval by  the 
A llie d  Commission o f nom ina­
tions fo r  the key posts o f A rm y , 
N a vy  and A ir  Force.

In  addition, the A llie d  Com­
m ission continues to  ru le  d ire c t­
ly  43 Ita lia n  provinces, among 
them  the key areas in  the  no rth , 
leav ing  the cabinet on ly  49. Th is 
despite the o ffic ia l end o f the 
w a r! In  the provinces adm in is­
tered by the puppet cabinet no 
m il ita ry  measures whatsoever 
m ay be taken w ith o u t consent 
fro m  the A llie d  Commission.

Thus the puppet cabinet took 
office w ith ou t the m ost elem ent­
ary  requ is ite  o f democracy, w ith ­
draw a l o f A llied  troops! Can th is  
be characterized as a n y th in g  but 
a handpicked body sworn to act 
as servants fo r  the A llie d  im per­
ia lis ts?

On the day the P a rr! cabinet 
took office, June 21, crowds de­
m anding “ bread and w o rk ”  and 
purge o f the fascists paraded be­
fo re  the A llie d  M il i ta ry  G overn­
m ent offices in M ilan . The mass­
es thus showed they are not taken 
in  by the puppet show; they know  
precise ly who constitu tes the rea l 
power in I ta ly .

SHOOT T H E  FASC ISTS
In  the suburb o f Sesto San G io­

vanni where 1,000 fasc is ts  are 
held in  prison, crowds began to 
hoot and w h is tle  a t I ta lia n  police 
guards. A llie d  troops dispersed

One o f the d ram atic  photographs show ing the scenes in Rome, where armed an ti-fa sc is t 
w orkers and soldiers fou gh t and hunted down the hated B lack-S h irts  as A llie d  arm ies entered 
the c ity .

the crowds w ith  tanks and a r­
mored cars.

T hroughou t the week o ther 
dem onstrations occurred a t T u rin , 
Pavia, Brescia, N ovara  and Can- 
gra te . A t  F e rra ra  and Modena, 
crowds o f an ti-fasc is ts  broke in to  
ja ils  and machine-gunned fas­
cists, k il l in g  35 and wounding 28. 
The w orkers are im p a tie n t to be 
rid  o f a ll rem nants o f the fas ­
c is t reg im e and do no t in tend to  
le t the A llie d  au tho ritie s  save 
them as they did  in  South I ta ly .

A  wave o f sum m ary execu­
tions began when Basile, the fas ­
c is t p re fect o f Genoa, was le t 
o f f  w ith  a 20-year sentence. He 
was accused o f sending 6,000 
Ita lia n s  to  Germ any and o f caus­
in g  the  death o f 600 others 
th rough  his denunciations. In  the 
streets o f M ilan  a saying ra p id ly  
spread th a t Basile g o t “ ten days 
in  ja i l  fo r  each man he k ille d .”

Tw o days a fte r  the P a rr i cab i­
net took office, s trikes  were 
spreading- th roughou t no rthern  
Ita ly . A t  M ilan  18,000 bank and 
financia l w o rkers  conducted a 
“ lock-in .”  The New Y o rk  T im es 
correspondent w irelessed June

24: “ V ir tu a lly  a ll classes o f c iv il 
servants are reported on the 
verge o f add itiona l dem onstra­
tions, and no t in the usual sense 
o f labo r vs. cap ita l.”  Th is is m ost 
s ig n ifica n t, i f  we correc tly  in te r ­
p re t the a llusion o f the Times. 
I t  means th a t the m ost backward 
sections o f the w orkers are jo in ­
ing  in  the u n fo ld ing  s trugg le  
against cap ita lism .

PR O B LE M  —  S E R IO U S !
H is  re p o rt adds, “ W ha t makes 

the problem  a ll the  more serious 
is th a t the unrest re flec ts  dis­
content w ith  the en tire  economic 
p ic tu re. The cost o f l iv in g  has 
skyrocketed since the libe ra tion  
o f the n o rth .”  T h is  means (1) 
th a t conditions are worse under 
the A llie s  than under the Nazis, 
and (2) th a t the s trikes  indicate 
the w i l l  o f the people to  over­
throw ' cap ita lism  in  I ta ly  and re ­
place i t  w ith  socialism .

Besides ca llin g  ro r  “ Bread 
and W o rk ,”  the crowds have also 
carried placards demanding, “ Sal­
aries M ust Be Made Level W ith  
Prices.”

Class-conscious w orkers w ill

recognize the s ign ificance o f th is  
demand. I t  re flec ts  the tra n s itio n  
o f mass th in k in g  in  the d irection  
o f socialism . T ro tsky  generalized 
th is  slogan w ith  sc ie n tific  prec i­
sion as a “ s lid in g  scale o f wages”  
in his T ra n s itio n  P rogram . The 
Ita lia n  workers are fee ling  th e ir  
way in the d irec tion  o f socia list 
re vo lu tion  despite a ll the a t­
tem pts o f A llie d  m ilita r is m , I ta l­
ian m onarchical reaction and th e ir 
m iserable stooges to  confuse 
them and to  s t if le  th e ir  asp ira ­
tions.

The S ta lin is t paper l ’U n ità  ex­
pressed its  fea rs : “ The s itua tion  
is grave and w i l l  ce rta in ly  g row  
wmrse unless the masses are g iven 
to fee l th a t libe ra tion  is no t a 
va in  w ord .”  A v a n ti, the organ o f 
the S ocia lis t P a rty , said “ p ro f i t ­
eers wrho made m illio ns  w ith  the 
Germans are free  and t ry in g  to 
do the same w ith  the A llie s .”  
W h ile  the C h ris tian  Dem ocratic 
paper Popolo adm itted “ the re  is 
fe a r o f a red revo lu tion .”

T H E  P U P P E T  SHOW
In  the hot flam es o f the r is in g  

Ita lia n  revo lu tion  the com ing and

S ta lin is ts , Socialists Conduct 
Sham F ig h t Against Monarchy

By A lbert Goldman
In  Be lg ium  we now' have an­

o ther exam ple o f the m iserable 
role which the leaders o f the So­
c ia lis t and S ta lin is t pa rties  p lay 
in  the s trugg le  fo r  such an im ­
p o rta n t im m ediate demand as the 
abo lition  o f the m onarchy. In  
I ta ly  the- Socia lis t and S ta lin is t 
leaders c la im  to  be fig h tin g  fo r  
a dem ocratic repub lic  but do not 
find i t  inconsistent to  take an 
oath, as a condition to  being per­
m itted  to accept a post in  the 
governm ent, not to raise the in ­
s titu tio n a l question (the question 
o f the m onarchy) before the 
m eeting o f a constituen t as­
sembly.

By ta k in g  an oath no t to raise 
the question o f the m onarchy, 
Nenni and T o g lia tt i,  leaders res­
pective y o f the Ita lia n  Socia list 
and S ta lin is t parties, a ffo rd  the 
m onarchy an op po rtu n ity  to mob­
ilize  a ll possible support. No one 
knows when the constituen t as­
sembly w ill meet and i t  can be 
taken fo r  granted th a t the forces 
in fa v o r o f the m onarchy w ill 
p reva il upon the B r it is h  and 
Am erican governm ents to  post­
pone the ca llin g  o f such an as­
sembly to  enable the m onarchy 
to ga in add itiona l support.

In  Belg ium , the Socia list p re­
m ier, A ch ille  van A cke r has re­
cen tly  resigned because K in g  
Leopo’ d announced th a t i t  is his 
in ten tion  to re tu rn  to Belg ium  
in his role as k ing . We m ust as­
sume th a t the leaders of the So­

go ing o f the puppet cabinets ap­
pears like  the dance o f shadows. 
1’I ta lia  Nuova, organ o f (lie p ro­
m onarch ist Dem ocratic P a rty , 
cyn ica lly  pu ts its  f in g e r on the 
re a lity  o f the s itua tion  when i t  
declared: “ A f te r  s ix ty  days o f 
confabulations, the s ix  parties 
tr iu m p h a n tly  re tu rn  to  where 
they started . They brazenly 
agree not. to  do an y th ing  and not 
to govern.”

The p a rtic ip a tio n  o f these six 
pa rties  in  the puppet cabinet, 
how'ever, serves fu r th e r  to  ex- 

| pose and compromise them  in the 
eyes o f the masses. A s events 
develop and the p rogram  o f T ro t­
skyism  gains w ide acceptance, a ll 
o f them  w il l  be sw’ept aside by 
the a n g ry  workers.

c ia lis t P a rty  are responsible fo r  
van A cke r’s decision to resign. 
We m ust also assume, since there 
has been no re p o rt to the con­
tra ry , th a t the S ta lin is t P a rty  
supports the Socia list P a rty  in 
th is  maneuver.

W hy resign ? This is the ques­
tion  every m il ita n t w o rke r o f 
Belg ium  m ust be asking him self. 
Since van A cker is the head o f 
the governm ent, w hy does he not 
announce th a t Leopold w ill no t be 
pe rm itted  to cross the Belg ian 
border? The governm ent is 
s trong  enough to  prevent the 
e n try  o f any undesirable in d iv id ­
ual. The masses consider Leo­
pold such an in d iv idu a l and the 
Socia lis t and S ta lin is t leaders 
c la im  to have the same opin ion 
o f Leopold.

Leopold is not com ing w ith  a 
huge a rm y  to force his e n try  in to  
Belgium . As fa r  as we know' he 
has s im p ly  stated th a t he intends 
to come to Belg ium  w ith  his 
fa m ily  and a few  supporters, by 
plane o r tra in . W hat is there to 
prevent the governm ent fro m  
appo in ting  a few  dozen w orkers 
as police officers to in v ite  Leo­
pold, when he appears a t the 
border, to re tu rn  where he came 
fro m  ? And i f  van A cker requires 
more than a few  policemen he 
can sure ly  obta in  the help of 
thousands o f Belg ium  m ilita n t 
workers.

I t  m ay be argued th a t the B r i t ­
ish reactionaries are re a lly  be­
hind Leopold ’s move to re tu rn . 
I f  th a t is so, then a Socialist 
m in is te r w o rth  his sa lt would 
compel C hurch ill openly to  in ­
tervene in  the m atte r. W ith  the 
help o f the E ng lish  workers, the 
Belg ian w orkers  could de fy 
C hurch ill.

The th re a t to  ca ll a s tr ike  in 
case Leopold re tu rn s  is, under 
the circumstances, a com plete ly 
em pty  one. W hat do the Social­
is t and S ta lin is t leaders expect 
ro achieve by means o f a s tr ike  ? 
Do they expect I-eopold to  re ­
sign ? B u t i f  he w ill res ign , as 
the resu t  o f a general s trike , 
a fte r  he re tu rns, he can sure ly 
be kep t out o f the coun try  by 
the th re a t to use the. necessary 
fo rce  to prevent his en try . A  
general s tr ike  is not a p lay th ing . 
I t  is a ve ry  serious m a tte r and 
to u tiliz e  i t  when i t  is unneces­

sary is a sign o f lightm indedness.
The fa c t is th a t the Socia list 

and S ta lin is t leaders are b lu f f ­
ing. They do not re a lly  w a n t to 
s trugg le  aga inst Leopold and the 
th re a t to use the general s tr ike  
is a th re a t and no th ing  else. Th is 
does not mean th a t the w orkers 
w ill not go o u t .on s tr ik e  i f  Leo­
pold is' pe rm itte d  to re tu rn . I t  
means th a t the S oc ia lis t and 
S ta lin is t leaders w i 'l  sabotage the 
s tr ik e  i f  i t  is called.

Should the  contention be ad­
vanced th a t the re  are elements 
in  Belg ium  th a t w ill re vo lt i f  Leo­
pold is proh ib ited  fro m  en tering  
the coun try , then the answer is, 
th a t i t  becomes a ll the  more ne­
cessary to keep h im  ou t and to 
tha t ex ten t behead any reaction ­
a ry  movem ent on his behalf. On 
the assum ption th a t a consider­
able section o f the popu lation 
w ill f ig h t fo r  Leopold ’s re tu rn , 
i t  m ust be concluded th a t th is  
section w ill also fig h t aga inst any 
general s tr ik e  to  compel Leopold 
to resign.

M y  a rgum ent aga inst the re ­
s igna tion  o f the cabinet is not to 
he construed as an a rgum ent in 
fa vo r o f the p a rtic ip a tio n  o f So­
c ia lis ts  and S ta lin is ts  in a cap i­
ta lis t  governm ent; i t  is intended 
to show th a t the S ocia lis t and 
S ta lin is t leaders are u n w illin g  
and unable to  use th e ir  govern­
ment positions to defend the in ­
terests o f the masses.

The fundam enta l weakness of 
the Socia list and S ta lin is t lead­
ersh ip in  th e ir  f ig h t aga inst Leo­
pold lies in the fa c t th a t they 
are no t s tru g g lin g  to  liqu idate 
the m onarchy as an in s titu tio n . 
They arc f ig h tin g  aga inst Leo­
pold bu t not aga inst the m om  
archy. To the cap ita lis ts  o f Bel­
g ium , o f G reat B r ita in  and the 
U n ited  States i t  is not Leopold

who is im p o rta n t, bu t the mon­
archy as an in s titu t io n  around 
which the reac tiona ry  forces can 
ta l ly  and possib ly ob ta in  the sup­
p o rt o f a la rge  section o f the. 
popu lation. I t  m ay w e ll be th a t 
Leopold w il l  abdicate in order to  
save the m onarchy.

F o r the Belg ian w orkers i t  is 
not on ly im p o rta n t th a t Leopold 
be kep t ou t o f B e lg ium  bu t th a t 
the m onarchy as such be liq u id ­
ated as an obstacle in th e ir  path 
to  a socia list v ic to ry . • The liq u i­
dation o f the m onarchy w ill,  not 
au tom a tica lly  b r in g  to the Bel­
gian w orkers  re lie f fro m  the te r- 
n b le  m ise ry  which is th e ir  lo t. 
Only a Socia list U n ited  States o f 
Europe can undertake the task 
o f so lv ing  the problem s o f the 
European masses. B u t in liq u i­
da ting  an in s titu tio n  which w il l  
f ig h t b it te r ly  aga inst the socia lis t 
revo lu tion  the w orkers have 
eve ry th ing  to ga in  and no th ing 
to lose.

In  p u ttin g  up w ha t is essentia l­
ly  a sham ba ttle  aga inst Leopold 
the Socia list leaders arc in re a lity  
saving the m onarchy. T h is  k ind  
o f. a f ig h t is treachery  to the 
w o rk in g  masses. I t  is fo r  the 
m il ita n t  B e lg ian w orkers  to  in ­
s is t th a t the f ig h t aga inst the 
ic tu rn  o f Leopold be transfo rm ed 
in to  a f ig h t to -liquidate the m on­
archy. In th is  w ay the revo lu ­
tio n a ry  w orkers w i l l  convince the 
masses th a t the Socia list and 
S ta lin is t leaders are not w ill in g  
to f ig h t to  abolish the monarchy.

A nd i f  the Socia lis t and S ta l­
in is t leaders are not even w ill in g  
to abolish the m onarchy, the con­
clusion is inescapable th a t they 
cannot be trus ted  to f ig h t fo r  so­
cia lism . A t  present the task o f 
the T ro tsky is ts  in Belg ium  is to 
fea r the masses away fro m  the 
S ta lin is t and S ocia lis t parties. A  
s tru g g le  fo r  the liq u id a tio n  o f the 
m onarchy w il l  help convince the 
masses th a t th e ir  desire fo r  a 
socia lis t revo lu tion  and a Social­
is t U n ited  States o f Europe can­
not he rea lized i f  they fo llo w  the 
Socia list and S ta lin is t parties.

The History Of American Trotskyism
H O W  STALINIST DEGENERATION AFFECTED 

THE FACTION FIGHT IN THE AMERICAN C. P.
By James P. Cannon

In  the first installments of his book, Comrade Cannon told 
how the American Communist Party grew out of the left wing 
of the Socialist Party in 1919; described its period of under­
ground life until in 1923 it was organised as a legal party which 
began to penetrate the trade union movement. As the composi- ' 
tion of the party changed w ith the in flux of workers, a series 
of factional struggles began betzueen the proletarian zving and 
the petty-bourgeois tendencies w ith in  the party. This section 
from chapter two is the sixth installment.

*  *  *

There are certa in  abnorm al types in a ll movements. We had 
p le n ty  o f them. I could de live r several b iog raph ica l lectures on the 
single subject, “ professional fac tio n  figh te rs  I  have know n.”  Such 
people can never lead a p o lit ic a l movement. A f te r  the movement 
f in a lly  catches its  breath, gets its  road clear, professional fac tion  
figh te rs  are ou t o f place in' its  leadership. In  the la s t analysis, 
leaders m ust bu ild . These leaders o f  ou r old fac tions were not 
angels, th a t I  m ust adm it. N o t a t a ll. They were ve ry  rough figh ters 
in  a po litica l sense. They fo u g h t w ith  eve ry th in g  they had. B u t were 
they self-seeking scoundrels, as they are represented by d ile ttan tes 
such as Eugene Lyons and M ax Eastm an, and a ll these nam by- 
pam by people who stood aside fro m  the movement and measured it  
by the standards o f abstract m o ra lity ?  N o t a t a il.

Not. even G itlow , who now be la ted ly  supports th is  thesis, was 
a scoundrel to begin w ith . 1 th in k  some o f them  were bad eggs from  
b ir th , bu t the g rea t m a jo r ity  o f the  leading cadres o f a ll the factions 
were men who came in to  the movement fo r  idea lis tic  reasons and 
purposes. T ha t includes even those who la te r became degenerate 
S ta lin is ts  and chauvin ists. T h e ir  degeneration was a long process 
o f evo lu tion, pressure, d isappointm ent, deception, d is illus ionm en ' 
and so fo rth . Those who came to the movem ent in the hard days of 
1919, o r ra the r, who ra llie d  around the Russian revo lu tion  in  the 
w a r days, founded the p a rty  in  1919, stood the g a f f  du ring  the 
persecution and the ra ids in the underground days— they were fa r  
superio r from  a m ora l s tandpo in t to the po litic ians  o f T am m ary  
H a ll or the Republican P a rty  o r any o ther bourgeois o r  pe tty- 
bourgeois po litica l movement you can name.

We could have solved ou r problem  had we. been able to get. the 
he lp we needed. T h a t is, the help o f more experienced and a u th o r ita ­
tive  people. The problem was too b ig  fo r  us. It. can and docs happen 
in  the m ost advanced p o lit ic a l m ovem ent th a t local groups removed 
fro m  the center fa l l  in to  squabbles w h ich  develop in to  fac tiona l 
s trugg les and clique fo rm a tions , u n t il the s itua tion  becomes, be­
cause o f th e ir  inexperience, insoluble by th e ir  own forces. I f  they 
have a w ise na tiona l leadership, and honest and m ature  leadership 
able to in tervene in te llig e n tly  and fa ir ly ,  nine tim es ou t o f ten 
these local stalem ates can even tua lly  be resolved and the comrades 
can find the basis fo r  un ifica tion  in jo in t  w ork.

‘ ‘A ll the Factions Had Good in T h em ”
Now i f  we, in those years, could have had the help o f the 

Com m unist In te rn a tion a l, the help o f the Russian leaders, which we 
counted on, which we looked fo r, we unquestionably could have 
solved our problem s. A ll the fac tions had good in them . A l l  had 
ta lented people. G iven norm al conditions, correct leadership and 
help fro m  the Com intern , the g re a t m a jo r ity  o f the leaders o f a ll 
these fac tions could have been b ro ug h t together even tua lly  and 
consolidated in to  a single leadership. The leadership o f these three 
factions, un ited and w o rk in g  toge the r under the supervision and 
d irection o f more experienced, in te rn a tio n a l leaders, would have 
been a po w erfu l force fo r  Communism. The Com m unist P a rty  could 
have taken a g re a t leap fo rw a rd . W e w ent to  the Com intern, seek­

ing  help, bu t the rea l source o f the troub le  was there, a lthough we 
d idn ’t  know  i t  then. The Com intern , unbeknown to us, was begin­
n ing to go th rough  its  process o f degeneration.

The honest and capable help we got from  Lenin, T ro tsky  and 
the whole Com intern in  1921 and 1922 on the trade union question, 
and on the underground and legal questions, enabled us to solve 
the problems and liqu ida te  the old fac tio na l figh ts. Instead o f ge ttin g  
such help in la te r years, we ran in to  the degeneration o f the 
Com intern, the beginn ing o f its  S ta lin iza tion . The Com intern leader­
ship looked at our pa rty , as a t every o ther p a rty , no t w ith  the aim 
o f c learing up troub le , b u t o f keeping the pot bo iling . They were 
already scheming to get r id  o f a ll the independent people, the 
k ickers, the s tiff-n ecks , so th a t they could create out o f the mess 
a docile S ta lin is t pa rty . They were already t ry in g  to create such a 
p a rty  here and everywhere and d idn ’ t have much use fo r  any of 
these f ig h tin g  leaders. We used to go to  Moscow every year. The 
“ A m erican Question”  was always on the agenda. There was always 
an “ Am erican Commission”  in the Com intern. They saw us b a ttlin g  
i t  out before the Commissions and soon convinced themselves tha t 
it would be ra th e r hard to  harness those lads to the scheme they 
had in m ind. In  a ll like lihood they were already lay ing , plans to get 
rid  o f the most ou ts tand ing  leaders o f a ll factions and cook up a 
new faction  which would be an ins trum en t o f S ta lin .

Each tim e  we w ent to Moscow fu l l  o f confidence th a t th is  tim e 
we were go ing to ge t some help, some support, because we were on 
the r ig h t  line, because our proposals were correct. And each tim e 
we were disappointed, c rue lly  disappointed. The Com intern in ­
variab ly  supported the pe tty-bourgeo is fac tio n  aga inst us. A t every 
op p o rtu n ity  they dealt a blow  to the p ro le ta rian  fac tio n  w h ich in 
the ea rly  days was. in the m a jo rity . W e f irs t  fo u g h t i t  out in the 
convention o f 1923. and we won a tw o  to  one m a jo rity . I t  was ve ry  
clear tli,%t the mass o f the p a rty  membership wanted the leadership 
o f the p ro le ta rian  fac tion . L a te r on, a fte r  the fo rm a l d iv is ion in  the 
Foster-Cannon fac tio n  we s t i l l  worked m ost o f the tim e  in a bloc 
against the Lovestoneites. Each tim e the p a r ty  members were 
given a chance to express themselves, they showed th a t they 
wanted th is  bloc to have the dom inant leadership in  the p a rty . B ut 
the Com intern said, no. They wanted to  break up th is  bloc. And 
they were especially anxious! fo r  some reason o r o ther, to  break up 
our group— the Cannon group. They m ust have suspected something. 
They w ent fa r  out o f th e ir  w ay to take cracks a t me. As fa r  back­
us the F if th  Congress o f the C om inte rn  in 1924, out o f a c lear sky— 
! was not present at th a t tim e— they condemned by reso lu tion  some 
l i t t le  m istake 1 had made. Everybody else in the p a rty  leadership 
had made such m istakes o r worse, bu t the C om inte rn w ent out o f 
its  way to cite m y dere lic tion  in o rder to  weaken m y prestige.

Campaign Against Trotskyism  Develops
Then, as the years w ent by, the cam paign aga inst T ro tsky ism  

developed.- The qua lifica tion  fo r  leadership in  a ll the pa rties, the 
c rite rio n  by which leaders were judged in Moscow, was: who shouted 
loudest aga inst T ro tsky ism  and T ro tsky . We w eren’t  given any real 
in fo rm a tio n  about the issues o f the s trugg le  in  the Russian P a rty . We

were overwhelmed w ith  o ffic ia l documents and a ll kinds o f accusa­
tions and slanders; no th ing, o r ne x t t-o no th ing, on the o ther side 
o f the question. They abused the confidence .of the ran k  and file  o f 
the p a rty . L ikew ise the leaders o f the p a rty , who trus ted  the 
Com intern, had th a t confidence abused tim e  and tim e  again. Every 
lim e  we went to Moscow, instead o f re tu rn in g  w ith  a solution, we 
came back w ith  a reso lu tion, ostensib ly designed fo r  “ peace”  in  the 
pa rty , bu t rigged up in  such a way as to make the fac tion  figh t 
ho tte r than ever.

There was no such th in g  as a settlem ent o f the figh t. The 
moment any k ind  o f u n ity  declaration was signed, fac tio na l w a r 
broke ou t afresh. Cyn ic ism  began to  pervade the ranks. I t  became 
a m axim  th a t the s ig n in g  o f a “ peace agreem ent”  sign ified th a t 
“ now the fac tio n  f ig h t is go ing to  ge t re a lly  ho t.”  T h ings  came to 
such a pass th a t you had to  be reserved, you had to  w atch every 
step, because you were w o rk in g  in  a hostile  atmosphere. I t  became 
necessary to make reservations every tim e you agreed to  an y th in g  
A very  bad m ora l atmosphere began to envelop the p a rty  like  a fo g

The fa c t th a t the degeneration o f the Com intern exerted r 
de te rm in ing  in fluence in our p a rty  is cited by m any superfic ial 
people as p ro o f o f the unrea lism  o f the Am erican movement, o f i t r  
in a b ility  to solve its  own problem s, etc. Such snivelers on ly show 
th a t they  don’t  have the s ligh te s t idea o f w ha t an in te rna tiona ' 
revo lu tiona ry  organ iza tion  is and m ust be. The in fluence o f Moscov 
was a pe rfe c tly  na tu ra l th in g . The confidence and expectations which 
the young p a rty  o f A m erica p u t in  the Russian leadership wer 
com plete ly ju s tified  because the Russians had made a revo lu tion  
N a tu ra lly , the in fluence and a u th o r ity  o f the Russian p a rty  wai 
g rea te r in  the in te rna tiona l movement than any other. The w iser 
the m ore experienced lead the neophytes. So i t  w i l l  be and so i' 
m ust be in  any in te rna tiona l o rgan iza tion .

No ‘ ‘Even Developm ent” in the International
There is no such th in g  as an even development o f a ll the 

parties in an In te rn a tion a l. We have seen th is  in the F o u rth  In te rna  
tiona l d u rin g  the life tim e  o f Comrade T ro tsky , who embodied a!' 
the experience o f the Russian, revo lu tion  and the f ig h t agains' 
S ta lin. T ro ts k y ’s a u th o r ity  and prestige  were absolute ly outstanding 
in the F ou rth  In te rn a tion a l. H is w ord did not have tile  force of 
bureaucratic  command, bu t i t  had a tremendous m ora l power. And 
not on ly  th a t. As was dem onstrated tim e  a fte r  tim e  in  ever\ 
d if f ic u lty  and dispute, his patience, his w isdom  and his knowledge 
were b rough t to bear cons truc tive ly  and honestly, and a lw ays aided 
every p a rty  and every group th a t asked fo r  his in te rven tion .

Our experience in the C om m unist P a rty  has been o f priceles; 
value in a ll our da ily  w o rk ; and in a ll our com m unications and 
re la tions w ith  the less experienced groups o f the F ourth  In te rna  
tional. I t  is na tu ra l tha t our pa rty , precisely ’ because it  ha: 
assim ilated a wider, po litica l experience, w ields perhaps a greater 
in fluence in the in te rna tiona l movement than any o ther pa rty , nov, 
th a t Comrade T ro tsky  is not w ith  us any more. I f  a section o f the 
F ourth  In te rn a tion a l con fronts a revo lu tiona ry  s itua tion  in the 
approxim ate  fu tu re  and dem onstrates th a t i t  has a leadership or 
su ffic ien t caliber to ca rry  th rough  a  successful revo lu tion , then the

predom inant a u th o rity  and in fluence would n a tu ra lly  s h ift  to  th a t 
pa rty . By common consent i t  would become the leading p a rty  o f the 
F ourth  In te rn a tio n a l. Those are s im p ly  n a tu ra l and inev itab le  con­
sequences o f the uneven development o f the in te rna tiona l p o lit ic a l 
movement.

Our m is fo rtune , our tragedy  th rou gh ou t the C om inte rn , w a i 
tha t the g re a t leaders o f the Russian revo lu tion , who re a lly  embodied 
the doctrine o f M arx ism  and who re a lly  ca rried  th rough  the revo lu ­
tion , were th ru s t aside in  the course o f the reaction against the 
October revo lu tion  and the bu reaucra tic  degeneration o f the Russian 
Com m unist P a rty . The C om m unis t P a rty  in the U n ited  States, like  
the pa rties  in o the r countries, fa ile d  to  understand the com plicated 
issues o f the g re a t s trugg le . We fo u g h t in the dark, th in k in g  on ly  
o f our na tiona l troubles. T h a t is w ha t poisoned the fac tio n  strugg les 
here. T h a t is w h a t caused them  to degenerate in  the end to un­
p rinc ip led  squabbles and contests fo r  con tro l. O nly an in te rna tiona l 
program , comprehended in tim e , could have saved the young Com­
m un is t P a rty  o f Am erica  fro m  degeneration. We did not grasp th is 
u n til 1928. Then i t  was too la te  to  save more than a sm all fra g m e n t 
o f the p a rty  fo r  its  o r ig in a l re vo lu tio n a ry  aims.

Evolution o f the Three  Factions
Each o f the three factions w h ich existed in the p a rty  fro m  1923 

to  1928 w ent th rough  its  own evo lu tion. The founda tion  cadres o f 
the Am erican T ro ts k y is t  movem ent came e n tire ly  fro m  the Cannon 
faction. The whole leadership and p ra c tic a lly  a ll the o r ig in a l mem­
bers o f the L e ft  O pposition came fro m  o u r fac tion . The Lovsstone 
fac tion  was th row n  out, as you know, by a b ru ta l ukase o f S ta lin  
in 1929. The Lovestoneites developed independently fro m  1929 to 
1939 and then disbanded, go ing  over to the bourgeoisie as sup­
porte rs o f the “ dem ocra tic”  w ar. The F os te r fac tion  and the 
secondary leaders o f some o f the o ther fac tions were gathered to ­
gether in a hodgepodge on the basis o f unquestioned lo y a lty  to 
S ta lin  and the complete surrender o f a ll independence. They were 
second and th ird  line men. They had to w a it in the shadows u n t il 
the rea l figh te rs  were th row n  ou t and the tim e  came fo r  e rrand 
boys to take th e ir  place. They became the o ffic ia l leaders, the 
m anufactured leaders, o f the Am erican Communist P a rty . Then 
they (no went th rough  th e ir  n a tu ra l evo lu tion, u n til today they have 
become the vanguard o f the soc ia l-chauv in is t movement.

The im p o rta n t th in g  to  remember is th a t our modern T ro ts k y is t 
movem ent o rig ina ted  in the C om m unist P a rty — and nowhere else. 
Despite a ll the negative aspects o f the p a r ty  in  those e a rly  years, 
and I have recounted them un spa ring ly ; despite its  weaknesses, its  
crud ities, its  in fa n tile  sicknesses, its  m istakes; w hatever m ay be 
said in  re trospect about the fa c tio n  s trugg les  and th e ir  eventual 
degeneration; w hatever m ay be said abou t the degeneration o f the 
Com m unist P a rty  in  th is  cou n try— it  m ust be recognized th a t ou t 
o f the C om m unist P a rty  came the forces fo r  the regeneration o f the 
revo lu tiona ry  movement. O ut o f the Com m unist P a rty  in  the U n ited  
States came the nucleus o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l in  th is  coun try . 
There fore, we should say th a t the ea rly  -period o f the Com m unist 
movement in  th is  coun try  belongs to  us; th a t we are tied  to i t  
by indissoluble bonds; th a t the re  is an un in te rru p te d  c o n tin u ity  fro m  
the ea rly  days o f the Com m unist movem ent, its  brave s trugg les 
against persecution, its  sacrifices, m istakes, fac tio n  figh ts  and 
degeneration to the eventual resurgence o f the movem ent under the 
banner o f T ro tsky ism .

We m ust not surrender, we cannot in  jus tice  and t ru th  s u r­
render, the tra d it io n  o f the firs t years o f Am erican Communism. 
T ha t belongs to  us and upon th a t we have b u ilt.

(To be continued ziext week)
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Keep On Reading!
E d ito r :

I  am a school boy in the 8th 
grade and am ju s t past 14 years 
o f age. I  was read ing The M iiita n t 
w h ich I  find ve ry  in te res ting , 
d u rin g  a free period in  class. 
O ther boys were read ing other 
newspapers.

M y  teacher scolded me fo r read­
in g  your paper, saying no th ing  to 
the  o ther boys, and in fo rm ed me 
th a t  she doesn’t want any boy in 
her classroom w ith  un-A m erican 
ideals. She sent me to m y o ffic ia l 
teacher, who kep t me out o f her 
classes d u rin g  her sessions. T h is  
o f course was em barrassing and a 
g rea t handicap to  me. I  would 
the re fo re  be pleased to  receive 
you r advice in  the m atter.

I  am w ill in g  to  g ive you the 
teacher’s name and the school I 
attend, should you desire it .  A  
p ro m p t answer w i l l  be g re a tly  
appreciated.

A. K .
New Y ork

E d ito r ’s N o te : There is noth ing 
“ un -A m erican”  about defending 
the in te rests o f the great m a jo r ity  
o f the A m erican popu lation— the 
w orkers  and fa rm ers— and w o rk ­
in g  to  create a soc ia lis t world, 
which is w h a t The M il ita n t  does. 
W hen you r teacher tr ie s  to 
prevent you from  reading The 
M il ita n t ,  she is i  m i t  a t  i n g 
H it le r  and M usso lin i who also 
forbade the people to  read the 
lite ra tu re  o f the socia list move­
ment and made bonfires o f socia l­
is t books.

From a Seaman
E d ito r :

When I  f irs t  saw The M ilita n t,
g iven to  me by one o f you r 
d is tr ib u to rs  a t a m eeting o f the 
N a tion a l M a ritim e  U nion, I  wasn’t  
sure w ha t you advocated and why. 
B u t now I  see th a t you r paper is 
the  on ly  one I ’ve ever seen th a t 
speaks up fo r  labo r a t a ll tim es 
and aga inst a ll our enemies.

I t  is n ’t  necessary to be in the 
N a tion a l M a ritim e  Union - CIO 
ve ry  long to discover th a t a 
ve ritab le  g u lf  exists between the 
leadership o f C urran, M yers, 
Stack, etc., and the ran k  and file.
B y  th is  I  mean th a t the re  are 
e n tire ly  d iffe re n t opin ions about 
how  our union should be run , w ith  
the men on the ships opposed to 
the  o ffic ia ls  and a ll th e ir  flunk ies .

F o r example, we are to ld  th a t 
the  Seafarers In te rn a tio n a l U n - 
io n -A F L , the o ther east coast 
seamen’s un ion, is  phony. And 
th a t  members o f th is  un ion arc 
“ fasc is ts ,”  because they  use 
m il ita n t  un ion methods.

But the men on the ships are 
fa m il ia r  w ith  the fram e - up 
methods o f the C urran gang and 
understand th a t anybody who 
isn ’ t  a s trikeb reake r w ill be 
labeled a fascist or a “ degenerate 
elem ent.”

W e a ll know th a t the S IU  has 
be tte r conditions on th e ir  ships, 
b u t the N M U  pie-cards would 
ra th e r how l about 60,000,000 jobs 
than  F IG H T  fo r  im proved sh ip­
board conditions. F o r th is  reason 
m any o f the best guys are go ing 
over to the SIU .

T h is  is re a lly  a bad s itua tion , 
because i t  p lays r ig h t  in to  the 
hands o f Curran and Company. I f  
a ll the o ld -tim ers  and m ost o f the 
m ilita n ts  desert the un ion, then 
th is  scabby o u tfit now in  con tro l 
can more easily ge t aw ay w ith  
th e ir  phony program .

A bou t the m ost treacherous 
p a r t  o f th is  p rogram  is the 
a tte m p t to break the back o f the 
opposition w ith in  the union by 
g e ttin g  the  old - tim e rs  out, 
th rou gh  one means o r another.

F rom  the lowest un ion o ffic ia ls  
on up, we are to ld  about the 
“ be tte r type o f  m en”  now go ing 
to  sea, im p ly in g  th a t the fe llow s 
who fo u g h t to  bu ild  the union 
were “ bums.”  We hear th a t the 
o ld -tim ers  were so “ dum b”  they 
had to  h it  the p icket line  in order 
to  ga in “ a n y th in g .”  Used in th is  
sense, “ a n y th in g ”  can on ly  mean 
the h a lf-w a y  decent w o rk in g  con­
d itions  won thereby. W e are to ld  
th a t ou r best and oldest union 
men are b r in g in g  the N M U  in to  
ill- re p u te  by th e ir  “ m isconduct” 
aboard the ships.

There are appeals to the “ bette r 
type o f m en”  to n o t ify  the o f­
fic ia ls  so th a t “ p roper action ’ 
can be taken aga inst these old- 
tim e rs  who “ make troub le .”  Need­
less to  say, the “ b e tte r type  o f 
m en”  are tu r r a n ’s stooges and 
the inexperienced youngsters who 
came in to  the un ion since the 
war.

And w ha t’s more, the reader 
sh ip  is la y in g  the groundw ork 
fo r  perm anent “ deportm ent”  com 
m ittees to  put members on t r ia l 
and “ d isc ip line”  them fo r  such 
p e tty  th in gs  as m iss ing a few 
hours o f w o rk  o r som eth ing o f 
th e  sort. O f course, i t  is  on ly 
coincidenta l th a t the same guys 
who would be fram edup happen to

he good union m ilita n ts ! In  other 
words, the sh ipp ing companies 
won’t need a b lack lis t any more 
because the union w il l  do a ll the 
'“ fin g e rin g ”  and pu rg ing  fo r them.

B u t the p a y -o ff in  th is  whole 
series o f ro tten  deals is a le tte r 
in  the la test N M U  paper from  a 
stooge on one o f the ships. This 
character h its  an a ll- tim e  low  in 
g u tte r sn ip ing  by c la ss ify ing  old- 
tim ers  as phonies and “ dis- 
rn p to rs ,”  and saying th a t they 
should be kicked out.

The t ru th  is th a t any tim e  you 
ge t on a good, clean ship, you can 
take i t  fo r  granted th a t some old- 
tim ers  ju s t go t o ff. Since the w ar, 
m ost “ seamen”  are inexperienced. 
Consequently, a ll the d iff ic u lt, 
sk illed  w o rk  fa lls  on the backs 
o f the o ld-tim ers. A  t r ip  is always 

,much more pleasant and the w ork  
much easier when an o ld -tim e r is 
around to  show the newer fe llow s 
“ the ropes.”

In  view o f th is , the f ilth y  
slanders c ircu la ted by the leader­
ship and th e ir  f lun k ie s  can on ly 
have the purpose o f d iv id ing  the 
ranks so we a ll won’t get together 
in order to b rin g  our union out 
of the clouds o f B re tton  Woods, 
Dum barton Oaks, Teheran and 
Y a lta .

F rom  where I  s it, i t  looks as 
though we seamen w il l  never get 
very fa r, in  fa c t our unions m ig h t 
no t surv ive  the post-w ar “ r ig h t-  
to -w o rk ”  o r open-shop cam paigns, 
unless we fo rm  one re a lly  na­
tion a l m a ritim e  union. One th in g  
is sure— run n ing  over to the SIU 
w il l  not solve any th ing . I t  on ly 
makes the f ig h t aga inst the 
phony N M U  leadership th a t 
much harder.

J. T . (N M U  m ember)
Newr Y o rk  C ity

Insult to Injury

On Cosmetics
E d ito r :

I would lik e  to  commend Doctor 
A n to ine tte  K on ikow  on her c la r i­
fica tion  o f the cosmetics question 
as raised recen tly  by Grace 
Carlson. As D r. K on ikow  points 
out, i t  is not a question o f women 
seriously needing cosmetics ( in ­
c luding the p ro le ta rian  wom en), 
" l  have lived ,”  she rem arks, “ fo r  
a lm ost three quarters  o f a cen tury 
and in m y you th  we never used 
cosmetics. . . A nd s t i l l  we had 
beauty and rom ance.”

The v ita l po in t is tha t the w o rk ­
in g  woman “ H A S  TO E M P LO Y  
CO SM ETICS TO H O LD  HER 
JO IL”  To quote K a r l M arx, 
who is too o ften  neglected in 
these days o f the s lap-happy in ­
te lle c tu a l: “ O ur bourgeois, not 
content w ith  having the wives and 
daughters o f th e ir p ro le ta rians at 
th e ir  disposal, not to  speak i> f 
common prostitu tes, take the 
greatest pleasure in  seducing 
each o ther’s wives.”

L e t us recognize the fa c t th a t 
cosmetics are bu t one o f the 
mediums o f persuasion employed 
p r im a r ily  by the id le rich . A nd le t 
us recognize th a t in  the case o f 
the w o rk in g  g ir l  such practice is 
l i t t le  more than a weak sub­
m ission to  the demands o f the 
m asters. Back o f th is  gesture, as 
always, lies the w h ip  o f hunger.

Above a ll, le t us no t envy the 
rich  th e ir  in te lle c tua l degrada­
tio n  born o f a l i fe  spent between 
the trough  and the square well. 
L e t us s t if fe n  ou r p ro le ta rian  
spines and f ig h t o f f  the ideas o f 
the ru l in g  class as being obsolete 
and irra tio n a l.

A . C. Booth 
Branscomb, C a lif.

E d ito r:
“ The Danger Is  In f la t io n ”  is 

the heading o f an ed ito ria l in 
the New Y ork  Tim es o f June 
9th. The ed ito ria l goes on to 
show ju s t w ha t W a ll S treet w ill 
a ttem p t to do, g iv in g  the exact 
figures boiled down fro m  b illions 
to  do lla rs and cents.

The Tim es has a lready made 
the record on th is  issue when 
it  took President T rum an to  task 
fo r  his s ta tem ent in  support o f 
the extension o f unem ploym ent 
insurance coverage. A t  th a t tim e 
an e d ito r ia l was w r itte n  acknow l­
edging the necessity o f g iv in g  
the unemployed money to  sus­
ta in  themselves. F o r hum an i­
ta r ia n  reasons th is  was quite 
agreeable w ith  the N . Y. Times, 
bu t when President T rum an 
stated th a t th is  money in  the 
hands o f the unem ployed would 
keep the purchasing power o f 
the people fro m  co llapsing and 
c rea ting  de fla tion , the Tim es 
qu ick ly  corrected the president 
by po in ting  ou t th a t the country 
was faced w ith  in fla t io n  not de­
fla tio n .

Now the wage earners are not 
on ly  faced w ith  a loss o f over­
tim e pay, a loss which w il l  mean 
a low ering  o f the rea l wage be­
low tha t o f 1940-41; but W a ll 
S treet also demands in fla tio n . 
Specifica lly, an a rtic le  now se ll­
in g  fo r  98 cents m ust se ll fo r 
81.37. T h is  is W a ll S tree t’s re ­
ward to the workers fo r  accept­
in g  the “ E q u a lity  o f Sacrifice”  
program .

W a ll S tree t’s so lu tion, p ro ­
nounced by the N . Y . Tim es, is
sim ple —  the price o f goods must 
be bid fro m  98 cents to  $1.37. 
W hat about the savings o f the 
people? I t  should be p la in  to 
everyone ■ th a t $1.37 saved w ill 
be w o rth  on ly  98 cents.

Assum ing an h o u rly  ra te  o f 
98 cents per hour, instead o f 
w o rk in g  one hour to  buy a 98 
cent a rtic le , one would have to 
w o rk  1.4 hours fo r  the same a r ­
tic le  o r to state i t  in  percentages 

a neat 39.8 percent in fla tio n .
In  one stroke W a ll S treet 

reaps a huge p ro fit  on th e ir  
goods produced, cuts wages, and 
enables paym ent o f w a r bonds 
w ith  an in fla te d  o r cheaper do l­
la r. A l l  o f th is  on tap o f the in ­
jus tice  and fra u d  o f the “ L i t t le  
Steel F o rm u la ”  is, to  p u t i t  ve ry  
m ild ly , adding in s u lt to  in ju ry .

H. Newell 
A-Hentown, Pa

venient shield fo r  the fascist 
character o f Technocracy. By- 
po in ting  to  extensions in  th is  
country o f fo re ign  fasc is t o r­
ganizations i t  d ive rts  a tten tion  
from  its  own fascist aims. The 
rea l danger, hoyvever, is na tive 
fascism.

5. Technocracy even calls fo r 
a d ic ta to r. I t  demands th a t a ll 
“ indus try , m in ing , transporta tion , 
com m unications and o ther neces­
sary un its  o f C ontinenta l opera­
tion  sha ll be un ified,”  together 
w ith  the armed forces, under one 
head. They specify th is  leader 
sha ll be the “ cons titu tiona l Com- 
m ander-in-C hie f.”  T h is  is pre­
cisely the kind o f post occupied 
by H it le r  and M ussolin i.

6. Technocracy labels “ con­
sc rip tion  o f labor alone”  as 
“ fascist le g is la tio n .”  B ut “ con­
scrip tion  o f cap ita l alone”  i t  labels 
“ com m unist leg is la tion .”  T h e  
le a fle t continues tha t “ to ta l con­
scrip tion  is ne ithe r fasc is t nor 
com m unist. I t  is  the A m erican 
way.”  Propaganda o f precisely 
th is  type is the stock in  trade of 
every na tive  Am erican fascist 
who has studied the methods of 
H it le r  and M ussolin i. F a the r 
Coughlin, M cW illiam s and the 
rest a ll patterned th e ir  propa­
ganda on th is  model.

Sincere people seeking to end 
{he m iserable conditions in flic ted  
on us by cap ita lism , should be 
very w a ry  o f the p a trio tic  and 
rad ica l phrases w ith  which Tech­
nocracy covers up its  rea l p ro ­
gram . Before jo in in g  th is  suspic i­
ous movement, in ves tig a tion  o f its  
s im ila r ity  to  rvell - known fascist 
movements is in order. We sug­
gest E. C. read the pam phlet, 
“ Fascism, W hat I t  Is, Hoyv To 
F ig h t I t , ”  a com pila tion from  
Leon T ro ts k y ’s analyses. A good 
book is “ Fascism and B ig  B usi­
ness”  by Danie l G uerin. We w ill 
be glad to in fo rm  E. C. where 
these can be obtained.

Freedom From Want!
Editor:

I  en joy read ing  Thé M ilita n t 
and endorse i t  h e a rtily . Enclosed 
is a c lipp ing  and p ic tu re  which 
m ay in te res t you. They are from  
the A k ro n  Beacon - Journa l of 
June 20.

A s the  p ic tu re  show's, fo r  e igh t 
m onths the w ife  and six' sm all 
children o f a sa ilo r now fig h tin g  
on O kinawa have been w ith o u t a 
home in  A kron . They have lived 
w ith  re la tives  and in  squalid 
storerooms, fro m  w-hich they  were 
forced to  leave by health  au­
th o ritie s  because o f the u n ­
san ita ry  conditions. They moved 
to the w a r housing p ro jec t a t 
W indham , on ly to be forced to 
re tu rn  to A kron  because tw o o f 
the ch ildren m ust have frequen t 
medical care.

M rs. F lorence Zehnder, the 
m other, said th a t land lords w ill 
not ren t to  her because she has 
s ix  children. She herse lf needs an 
operation. B ut to save her 
husband fro m  w o rry , she has not 
w ritte n  to him how bad th ings  are 
w ith  his fa m ily .

Here is  a ne t re su lt o f 2,000 
years o f C h r is tia n ity  and class 
co llabora tion !

B. I I .
A kron . Ohio

A Hard Task
E d ito r:

I  find no fa u lt  w ith  yo u r paper 
or the soc ia lis t movement. I 
rea lize we are up aga inst a hard 
task. W e can ha rd ly  tru s t  the 
common people because they are 
like  the class th a t the Lo rd  spoke 
to. “ Because ye are ne ithe r ho t 
nor cold, I  w i l l  spew you ou t of 
m y m outh .”

The average man loves the 
rich , and fo llow s  the crowd . . .  I 
believe th a t when we begin to 
step in  to  power the A rm y  w ill 
s ta r t to  shoot us, like  they have 
done in  Europe. The A rm y  is not 
fo r  an y th in g  else, on ly  to  guard 
the loo t o f the cap ita lis ts .

How qu ick the people are ready 
to  k i l l  each o ther before k il l in g  
the d ir ty  system we live  under 
W ell, a ll th rough  th is  w ar they 
have used the churches to get by 
w ith  th e ir  tr ic k s  . . . le t ’s hope 
(he Lord  w ill be w ith  us in  our 
s trugg le  fo r  a be tte r world.

I am sending in  th is  le tte r  a 
do lla r fo r  the paper. I  am try in g  
to  ge t people to  read the paper 
bu t they  seem ne ithe r ho t nor 
cold. So we have to  have Job’s 
patience. Give m y  le tte r  the whole 
f ro n t  page and p u t m y  fu l l  name 
on it .

L. B. Courts 
H am ilton , Ohio

Technocracy
E d ito r:

The enclosed pam phlet on to ta l 
conscrip tion is an in troduc tion  to 
the plan o f liq u id a tin g  the  Pro- 
Fascists here a t home. L e t’s adopt 
T o ta l Conscrip tion to end the w a r 
soon and w in  the peace. In ­
vestigate Technocracy.

Y ou r re p ly  would be ap­
preciated.

A kron
E. C.

E d ito r ’s N o te : Technocracy ad- 
cocates an extrem e ly dangerous 
program  th a t can pave the way 
fo r  fascism  in  Am erica.

1. Technocracy supports the 
im p e ria lis t w ar. Th is means it  
supports the c a p ita lis t system 
which produces im p e ria lis t war. 
Technocracy asks fo r  “ T o ta l Con­
sc rip tio n ”  in  order to  achieve 
g rea te r “ e ffic iency”  in  the con­
duct o f the war. The German and 
Ita lia n  cap ita lis ts  obtained such 
“ effic iency,”  bu t th e ir  name fo r i t  
was not “ T o ta l C onscrip tion .”  The 
Ita lia n s  called i t  “ Fascism ,”  the 
Germans “ N azism .”

2. Technocracy attacks both 
B ig  Business and the “ labor o f ­
fic ia ldom .”  I ts  a ttack  on the 
“ labor o ffic ia ldom ”  includes an 
a ttack  on “ w ar wages.”  Instead 
o f f ig h tin g  fo r  h igher wages fo r  
the soldiers, Technocracy demands 
th a t c iv ilia n  wages should be 
reduced to  the level paid in  the 
arm ed forces. H it le r  and M us­
so lin i attacked both labor and 
cap ita l. Such an a ttack  is a 
d is ting u ish in g  fea tu re  o f fascist 
propaganda. As fascism  gains in 
s treng th , i t  tu rns  more and more 
aga inst labor, fin a lly  crush ing it .  
In order to  make the cap ita lis t 
class as a whole more “ e ffic ien t,”  
especially in  conducting war, 
they “ reg im en t”  some in d iv idu a l 
cap ita lis ts .

3. Technocracy attacks “ fo r ­
eign language”  publications, ad­
ve rtis ing , and rad io  program s in 
Am erica. T h is  is s im p ly  an open­
in g  wedge fo r assaults on people 
o f fo re ign  descent. I t  could easily 
be converted in to  persecution of 
Jews o r colored people. Fascism 
requires a scapegoat.

4. Technocracy calls . on the
governm ent to  “ abolish a ll fo r ­
eign - language and hyphenated 
A m erican Organizations, associa 
tions, and fra te rn a l societies,”  
etc. T h is  demand has the  same 
vicious character as the previous 
one. M oreover, i t  provides a con-

Changing Ways
E d ito r:

I  ac tive ly  worked in  the w o rk ­
ing-class movem ent fo r  several 
years, do ing m any w rong  th ings.
I  f in a lly  learned th is  lesson, 
voiced by an ou ts tand ing  A m e r­
ican socia lis t:

“ So long as hope is held out to 
the w orkers  th a t th e ir  condition 
can be am eliorated under ca p ita l­
ism , ju s t so long w i l l  they fo llo w  
the w ill-o f- th e -w is p  o f the re ­
fo rm ers. So long as they are to ld  
th a t life  can be made even fa ir ly  
to le rab le  under cap ita lism , ju s t 
so long w ill they fo llo w  the Mus- 
solin is, the H itle rs , and the Roose­
velts.

“ A l l  hope in  the a b ility  o f 
cap ita lism  to  care fo r  its  mem­
bers m ust be destroyed before the 
mass o f the w orkers w i l l  pay 
heed to  the  voice o f revo lu tion . 
We have witnessed the am azing 
spectacle o f cap ita lism ’s destroy­
ing fa ith  and confidence among 
m illions, on ly  to have the re­
form ers, parad ing as revo lu tion ­
ists, exe rt themselves to  the 
u tm ost in  order to  restore renew­
ed hope and fa ith  in cap ita lism .

“ When a ll those who pretend 
to  speak in  the name o f the 
P ro le ta rian  Revolu tion learn th a t 
lesson and act accord ing ly , sub­
s ta n tia l progress tow a rd  o rg an iz ­
in g  the w o rkers  fo r  the  revo lu ­
t io n  and no t fo r  cap ita lism  w il l  
be made. Thus fa r  the Socia list 
Labor P a rty  is the on ly  organized 
body w hich procla im s these' now 
m an ifes t tru th s  and emphasizes 
the urgency o f o rgan iz ing  ac­
co rd in g ly .”

I  learned m y lesson and changed 
m y ways. H ere ’s hop ing you do 
the same. The M a rx ia n  move­
m ent has n o t collapsed, but 
re fo rm ism  and fake  unionism  
have. I  do no t w ish to  renew my 
subscrip tion to  The M ilita n t,

C. B.
Englewood, Colo.

E d ito r ’s N o te : The w r ite r  of 
the above le tte r appears to  im p ly  
th a t The M il ita n t is  the organ of 
a p a rty  o f "re fo rm ers , parading 
as revo lu tion is ts ,”  which tr ies  “ to 
restore renewed hope and fa ith  in 
cap ita lism .”  The ca p ita lis t pow- 
ers-tha t-be ce rta in ly  don’t  share 
th is  v iew . In  th is  coun try  they 
th rew  leaders o f the T ro ts k y is t 
p a rty  in to  prison fo r  opposing 
cap ita lism  w ith  a revo lu tiona ry  
socia lis t p rogram . In  Europe, the 
T ro tsky is ts  are under heavy per­
secution by reactionary  cap ita lis t 
regim es in  France, Belg ium , 
I ta ly ,  Greece and o ther countries. 
Because they “ restore fa ith  in  
cap ita lism ? ”  Just th in k  again, 
C. B.

Again On Japan
E d ito r:

F o rty  years ago I found one 
quarter-page o f the Appeal to 
Reason. On th is  quarter-page I 
found enough to convince me th a t 
t ile  ed ito r was on the r ig h t  track.
I  also found th a t I  could ge t i t  
ten weeks fo r  ten cents. I  sent 
fo r  10 ten-week subscrip tions and 
had them  m ailed to some o f my 
friends. In  less tha n  five years 
fro m  th is  beg inn ing the vo tin g  
d is tr ic t where I  resided had more 
socia list vote rs than  e ithe r o f the 
old parties.

A t  th a t tim e T ro ts k y  had not 
been heard o f in  A m erica . I  am 
o f the op in ion th a t i f  Socialism 
is to become the un ive rsa l A m e r­
ican p a r ty  th a t a ll m ention o f 
T ro tsky  m ust be dropped and 
A m erican Socialism  worked out 
on s tr ic t ly  A m erican standards.

Some good fr ie n d  is sending 
me The M il ita n t .  M any th in g s—  
the main topics— are to the point, 
but when it ,  c ith e r e d ito r ia lly  or 
otherw ise, advocates le tt in g  up on 
the conquest o f Japan a fte r  the 
cow ard ly a ttack  on Pearl H arbor, 
it  is  more than 1 can face. 
N a tu ra lly  many Japs (innocent 
ones at th a t)  are be ing destroyed 
w h ile  on the other hand the Japs 
are (w e re ) ou t to help H itle r  
conquer the w orld . Le t them make 
the same k ind o f a ttack  on 116 
U n iv e rs ity  Place, New Y o rk  C ity  
and a d iffe re n t view  would be 
taken.

W orld  w a r I ha lted the ad­
vancement and fina l tr iu m p h  o f a 
pu re ly  A m erican  Socialism . F o r 
some reason the movem ent was 
th row n  ou t o f balance so badly 
th a t even in  the 30’s when Hoover 
was w a it in g  fo r  p ro spe rity  to 
come around the corner the  voters 
were s t i l l  in a s tupor and to  avoid 
anarchy the electorate in  general 
supported Roosevelt who was ad­
voca ting  m any o f the Socia list 
p rinc ip les o f the 1900’s.

The New  Deal th o u g h t the 
country' could be saved by em­
p loy in g  a few  o f the id le m illio ns  
a t a wage th a t ba re ly  kep t body 
and soul together. The troub le  
was called a “ depression”  w h ile  
the  rea l name fo r  i t  was unem ­
ploym ent.

The New  Deal would be a go ing 
concern today had every able- 
bodied w o rke r been employed a t

a v 'agc enab ling h im  to purchase 
the goods he was producing.

Make The M ilita n t a s tr ic t ly  
Am erican newspaper. P u t the 
likeness o f Eug'erie V. Debs on the 
ed ito ria l page and see w h a t w i l l  
happen i f  we should have another 
so called “ depression.”

T. M. Reichart 
F ra n k lin , Penna.

E d ito r ’s N o te : IVe would re fe r 
our correspondent to artic les  in 
The M il ita n t  o f June 9 and 23 
fo r our appra isa l o f the war 
against Japan. I t  is no t true  tha t 
the Japanese nation as a whole 
“ were out to help H it le r  conquer 
the w orld .”  O nly a t in y  m in o rity , 
the Japanese ru lin g  class, was 
a llied w ith  H itle r . The vast 
m a jo r ity  o f the Japanese people 
hate w ar, like  the peoples of 
o ther countries. They were forced 
in to  w ar against th e ir w ill.

As regards the suggestion tha t 
we drop a ll m ention o f T ro tsky  
and make The M il ita n t a “ s tr ic t ly  
Am erican newspaper,”  we would 
rem ind our correspondent tha t 
M arx  and Engels, the founders of 
the revo lu tiona ry  socialist move­
ment, were no t Am ericans e ither. 
Should we drop m ention o f them, 
too? T ro tsky  was one o f the 
g rea t con tinuators o f M arx ism . 
The socia lis t movement can be 
proud o f a ll its  great teachers, 
wherever they happened to have 
been born. Eugene Debs go t his 
socia list ideas from  M arx. He was 
th row n  in to  prison fo r  exposing 
the im p e ria lis t character o f the 
F irs t  W orld  W ar. The T ro ts k y is t 
leaders were im prisoned f-or doing 
the same th in g  in  th is  war.

The Veterans
E d ito r :

The new M il ita n t  is  exce llent 
and is m eeting w ith  a good 
response in  the shops. You w ill 
probably ge t more detailed in ­
fo rm a tio n  on th is  a fte r  the new 
subscribers have received a few  
issues and we ge t th e ir  reactions.

I  have on ly one suggestion to 
make, a ve ry  im p o rta n t one. We 
need a good colum n fo r  service­
men im m edia te ly . Som ething like 
K ovalesky, Jackson, G r e y ’ s 
columns. P a rt ic u la r ly  the la tte r, 
which carries a sim ple, na tu i'a l 
punch. We need i t  in  add ition  to 
i l l  the p e rtin e n t news item s you 
have been p r in t in g  on the sub­
ject.

H it le r  and M usso lin i based 
th e ir o rgan iza tions on dissatisfied 
war veterans and the A m vcts and 
A m erican Legion have a good 
s ta rt here. The trade unions are 
a tte m p tin g  to a ttra c t th is  section 
o f w orkers by t ry in g  to  have th e ir 
cake and eat i t  too. T he ir e ffo r ts  
to  a ttra c t re tu rn in g  veterans and 
keep the c iv ilia n  membership 
happy by not conceding any of 
the la tte r ’s gains ( ? )  has not 
been too successful.

T h is  leaves the fie ld yours fo r  
the conquest i f  you can make it .  
Points one and three o f your 
p rogram  are a s ta rt, b u t po in t 
three should be elaborated by 
homely discussion in  the column 
I suggest.

J. Dow
Los Angeles, C a lif.

O ur agent in  P ortland , Oregon 
is conducting a w h ir lw in d  cam­
pa ign fo r  subscrip tions. H is  
method o f d is tr ib u tin g  sample 
copies o f The M ilita n t,  to which 
be attaches an a ttra c tiv e  p rin ted  
lea fle t, is re s u lt in g  in  scores of 
subs. The le a fle t reads:

TO T H E  R E A D E R

Please read th is  sample copy 
o f The M ilita n t ca re fu lly . In  a 
few  days you w i l l  be asked fo r  a 
subscrip tion.

T I IE  M IL IT A N T  is the O nly 
Paper th a t p r in ts  the t ru th  about 
the w o rk in g  class movem ent a t 
home and abroad.

T h a t exposes the a n ti- la b o r lies 
o f the ca p ita lis t press.

T h a t exposes the a ttacks o f the 
governm ent and the em ployers on 
the w orkers and th e ir  unions 
under cover o f the w ar.

T ha t figh ts  aga inst cap ita lism  
and fo r  socialism  52 weeks o f the 
year.

R E A D  T H E  M IL IT A N T

Plans have been made by 
M ilwaukee, according to a le tte r  
fro m  Jack O’Connell, to  exp e ri­
m ent in securing  subscrip tions 
from  fa c to ry  gate d is tribu tions .

“ A t  the end o f A p r i l  our branch 
passed a m otion to  ru n  an ex­
perim ent a t a fa c to ry  gate, p a r­
t ic u la r ly  a t one shop where a 
sym pathetic  E xecu tive  B o a r d  
member has urged a ll un ion m em ­
bers on the f lo o r  o f a un ion meet­
in g  to  read The M ilita n t,  and 
where the d is tr ib u tio n s  are re ­
ceived en thus iastica lly .

“ W e plan to  erect a large, 
rough-draw n, body-size, s tanding 
poster, adve rtis ing  a F acto ry- 
Gate Special O ffe r o f The M il i ­
tan t. Tw o agents are to  appear 
a t the entrance, one d is tr ib u tin g  
papers, the o ther (a g ir l beside 
the poster w ith  board and sub 
cards) to  take subscrip tions. We 
plan to repeat th is  method several 
tim es to see how many subs we 
can get.”

*  *  *

Le tte rs  fro m  J e rry  K ir k  o f 
D e tro it ind ica te the  w idespread 
sale o f subscrip tions to The M il i ­
ta n t in  th a t area:

“ We have covered an Ita lia n  
neighborhood, a w h ite  p ro je c t and 
a colored neighborhood. Results 
in a ll three were good. We now

have a solid group • o f I ta lia n  
readers.

“ The colored neighborhood had 
been worked over by the S ta lin ­
ists, but we are confident th a t 
the colored workers, a fte r  read­
in g  The M ilita n t,  w i l l  m ore 
tho ro ug h ly  understand the co r­
ru p t, treacherous, pseudo-radical 
line o f the S ta lin is ts . M any N e­
groes reading the S ta lin is t press 
s t i l l  th in k  th a t the S ta lin is ts  f ig h t 
fo r  equa lity . A  com parison o f The 
M il ita n t  and the D a ily  W orke r 
w i l l  c lear th is  illu s ion  from  th e ir  
m inds.”

*  *  *

A1 L yn n  reports  th a t Los A n ­
geles is beg inn ing to go a fte r  
renewals o f exp ired subscrip tions:

“ Renewals should soon be 
coming, in. We are go ing  to  s ta r t  
go ing  th rou gh  the l is t  o f exp ired 
subs fro m  the  1944 cam paign. A t  

•the same tim e, th is  w i l l  prov ide 
us w ith  m a te ria l fo r  our M il ita n t 
clubs which we are go ing to  s ta r t  
bu ild in g . I  have a class now w ith  
a few  o f The M il ita n t  subscribers, 
b u t I  th in k  they  w i l l  jo in  the 
p a rty  before we even ge t a club 
started . One o f them took tw e n ty  
sub blanks fro m  me the o ther day 
and is go ing to  a tte m p t to  sell 
them in  his ne ighborhood.”

Vote Trotskyist!
In  the Coming  

New Y o rk  Elections

Am ong o ther im p o rta n t issues, 
the S oc ia lis t W orkers P a rty  
E lection P la tfo rm  advocates:

W ORKING CLASS 
PO LIT IC AL ACTIO N!
The modern ba ttles  o f labo r 

are be ing fo u g h t ou t more and 
m ore on the p o lit ic a l field. To 
support any o f the  boss 
po litic ian s  o r boss pa rties  is 
to  stab labo r in the back.

B U IL D  A N  IN D E P E N D E N T  
LA B O R  P A R T Y !

Take la bo r’s f ig h t in to  the 
ha lls o f the leg is la tu res and 
Congress! E stab lish  a w orkers 
and fa rm e rs ’ governm ent!

Like An Axe
E d ito r :

D u ring  the past week a num ber 
o f s trikes  have occurred here. As 
I w en t about con tacting  the mem ­
bers and o ffic ia ls  o f the various 
unions involved, to get the facts 
fo r  The M ilita n t, I  could see how 
the S m ith-C onna lly  a n ti-s tr ik e  
law  hangs over th e ir  heads like  
an axe.

They a ll fee l the tremendous 
im portance o f g e ttin g  th e ir  side 
o f the s to ry  publicized bu t are 
extrem e ly  w a ry  o f hav ing  any­
th in g  published th a t can be 
u tilize d  aga inst them.

When I  spoke to the president 
o f one U A W  local now on s trike  
he said “ I  cannot g ive you a 
statem ent o f any k ind. Several o f 
our officers made statem ents to 
the press and we m ay have 
troub le  because o f it .  F rom  now 
on nobody is issu ing any s ta te ­
ments except ou r a tto rney .”

W hile  ta lk in g  w ith  a group o f 
s tr ik in g  f u r  w o rkers  I was con­
s ta n tly  asked no t to  w r ite  any­
th in g  th a t could be used against 
them . One w o rke r said, “ You 
see, we’re  one hundred percent 
behind ou r o ffice rs in  th is  f ig h t 
and we don’t  w a n t to  say any­
th in g  th a t could ge t them  in  a 
ja m .”

H a rry  Robinson 
N ew ark, N . J.

VOTE TROTSKYIST!
In the Coming New York Elections

Am ong o ther im p o rta n t issues, the Socia list W orkers  P a rty  
E lection  P la tfo rm  advocates:

SAFEGUARD TH E  AM ER IC A N  WORKERS’ 
STANDARD OF L IV IN G !

The W ash ing ton  bureaucrats prom ised to  keep down the 
cost o f liv in g . B u t prices have skyrocketed beyond reach o f the 
average fa m ily . To preserve the  s tandard o f liv in g , in s titu te  
a s lid in g  scale o f wages! Increase wages to  meet the increased 
cost o f liv in g !

Smash the  b lack m arke t system  fostered by  the W a ll 
S tree t po litica ns ! O rgan ize consumers’ com m ittees to  check 
prices and stop the d ivers ion o f goods in to  the b lack m arke t!

Replace the slums and fire trap s  w ith  m odem  lo w -re n t 
apartm en ts ! M ake w o rk  fo r  the bu ild in g  trades! B u ild  homes 
instead o f bombers!

FIGHT FOR THIS PROGRAM:
1. F u ll em ploym ent and job security fo r  a ll 
workers and veterans!

A sliding scale of hours! Reduce the hours of work 
with no reduction in pay!

A rising scale of wages! Increase wages to meet the 
increased cost of living!

Operate all government-built plants under workers’ 
control!

2. Independence o f the trade unions fro m  
the governm ent!

Rescind the no-strike pledge!
Withdraw union representatives from the War Labor 

Board!

3 . Organization o f the war veterans by the 
trade unions!

4 . F u ll equality fo r  Negroes and national 
m inorities! Down w ith  J im  Crow!

5 . W ork ing  class political action!
Build the independent labor party!
Establish the workers’ and farmers’ government!

6. Tax  the rich , not the poor!
No taxes on incomes under $5,000 a year I

7. A  w orking class answer to capitalist m ili­
tarism  !

M ilitary training of workers, financed by the govern­
ment, but under control of the trade unions!

Trade union wages for all workers in the armed forces!

8. Hands o ff  the European and colonial peo­
ples!

Withdraw the Allied Occupation Troops from Europe! 
Solidarity with the revolutionary struggles of the 

European and colonial peoples!

Join the Socialist Workers Party I
SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY  
116 University Place 
New York 3, New York

I  would lik e :
□  To jo in  the S ocia lis t W orkers  P a rty .

|T] To obta in  fu r th e r  in fo rm a tio n  about yo u r o rgan iza tion .

□  To attend m eetings and fo rum s o f the Socia lis t W o rk ­
ers P a r ty  in  m y c ity .

Name
(Please Print)

Address.........................................................................

C i ty ....................................Postal Zone . . . .  State

S ailor’s Fam ily  Out on Street
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Only the world revo­
lution can s a v e  the 
USSR for socialism. But 
the w o r l d  revolution 
carries with it  the ines­
capable blotting out of 
■the Krem lin oligarchy.

—  Leon Trotsky

Withdraw The Troops!
For the first time in the capitalist press, Anne 

O’Hare McCormick, staff correspondent of the 
N. Y. Times, reveals the real reason why the Wall 
Street government in Washington is keeping Amer­
ican troops in Europe. In her column of June 23, 
she confirms to the h ilt the explanation advanced 
many times by The M ilitant.

The "officials,”  she declares, “ were braced for 
the wave of revolution the far-away prophets look­
ed for as the certain aftermath of liberation. The 
Allied armies were ready to hold these revolutions 
in check while the fighting lasted, and many critics 
charged that they sat on the lid and kept the for­
ces of progress down. It goes without saying that 
nobody thought of these upheavals except in terms 
of progress —■ forward-sweeping movements that 
would break through the old molds and produce 
something new.”

The writer tells about millions of people wan­
dering on the highways, stranded without jobs or 
hope of jobs; millions liv ing in "temporary shelt­
ers.”  Her description of post-war Europe is ghast­
ly ; “ When one sees people who once had homes, 
decent clothes, ambitions, human manners, grub­
bing in the fields like animals for roots to eat, 
one does not sec revolutionary forces, or construc­
tive forces, but only spent forces, the breakdown 
of civilization,”

It is to preserve the capitalist system —  the sys­
tem that produced this “ breakdown of civilization” 
— that American troops, against their w ill, are be­
ing kept in Europe. Yet Europe has no way out 
of the morass of decay save along the road of so­
cialist revolution.

The reactionary capitalist governments of Eu­
rope, backed by Allied arms, are preventing the 
peoples from taking their destiny into their own 
hands. The revolutionary vanguard in Europe, the 
Trotskyists of the Fourth International, are being 
subjected to increasing persecution.

The American workers have a vital interest in 
the fate of Europe. The triumph of reaction and 
counter-revolution in Eulrope w ill mean the 
strengthening of reaction here at home. Allied 
troops are the one strong support of reaction in 
Europe. They are being kept there solely for coun­
ter-revolutionary purposes. From the ranks of or­
ganized labor the demand must be made:

Withdraw all American troops from Europe! 
Hands off the European revolution!

Scrapped In Action
The no-strike pledge, which since Pearl Harbor 

has placed organized laboir at the virtual dictates 
of the employers and their government agencies, is 
today being smashed on the picket lines.

From coast to coast, and in such great industrial 
centers as Detroit, Chicago and Akron, a swelling 
wave of m ilitant strikes is rending asunder the 
shackles of the no-strike policy.

This strike wave, more determined and prolong­
ed than any during the war, is testimony to the 
growing militancy of the union ranks and their 
eagerness to battle fiercely against the mounting 
assaults on their organizations and liv ing stand­
ards.

The no-strike policy was thrust down the throats 
of the unprepared and disoriented workers during 
the confusion and hysteria of American entry into 
the war. I t  was imposed by the top union lead­
ership in an effort to curb the workers, in con­
form ity with the labor officialdom’s policy of col­
laboration with the capitalist government in its 
war.

But increasingly intolerable conditions are com­
pelling the workers to grasp once again their most 
effective weapon of struggle —  the right to strike 
—  the right which a conspiracy of the labor lead­
ers, employers and government snatched from their 
hands at the start of the war.

I t  was the coal miners, through their magnifi­
cent strike struggles in 1943 and this spring, who

blazed the tra il for this resurgence of labor m ili­
tancy. The miners proved conclusively that the 
only way the workers can protect their interests 
and make any gains is through strike action.

Today the American working class confronts a 
united offensive of the employers and their gov­
ernment. 'This offensive, gathering ever greater 
momentum and power, combines mass layoffs, 
wage slashes, government strikebreaking and re­
pressive legislation. Its most recent expression is 
the "Industrial Peace”  bill, introduced into the 
Senate last week, to smash the union movement.

There is but one way to combat this offensive 
of the boss class. That is through the united, m ili­
tant counter-offensive of the entire labor move­
ment.

Stalin’s Scapegoat
The American Stalinists have found it neces­

sary, in the execution of their latest tactical shift, 
to make a scapegoat of Earl Browder. This sud­
den need of a scapegoat goes beyond purely domes­
tic considerations. The case of Earl Browder has 
international implications. The Kremlin is teach­
ing a lesson and giving a warning to all its foreign 
agents. Why?

Because in the course of the previous period of 
the Krem lin’s collaboration with the imperialist 
"democracies”  —  in the "People’s Front” era be­
fore World War II —  there were cracks in the 
international Stalinist apparatus. Sections of the 
Stalinist bureaucracy, especially in France, jump­
ed over into the camp of their native capitalist 
class when the signal came from Moscow for an 
abrupt about-face (the Stalin-Hitler pact).

Unless the Kremlin plugs up these cracks, it faces 
a grave threat in the period ahead. By making 
an example of Browder, Stalin takes preventive 
measures. A ll his agents abroad are thereby warn­
ed not to move too far and too fast —  as Browder 
did —- in the direction of their native ruling class. 
They must remain true to theijr one and only mas­
ter in the Kremlin. Any inclination fo the contrary, 
even if  it is only implicit, w ill bring to its pro­
ponents the same fate that Earl Browder now 
suffers.

Bridges Case
By decision of 5 to 3 the Supreme Court on 

June 18 invalidated the deportation order against 
Harry Bridges. The case began seven years ago 
when the shipowners still considered Bridges a 
“ red.”  Later Bridges did yeoman service for the 
shipowners in curbing the militancy of the long­
shoremen. By its decision the court thus gave 
Bridges his reward for supporting W all Street’s 
war and for delivering the West Coast longshore­
men to the tender mercies of the shipowners under 
the Stalinist line of collaboration with Big Busi­
ness.

From the beginning, the Trotskyists defended 
Bridges against the government-shipowner com­
bination. We likewise defended Eairl Browder 
when the Roosevelt regime railroaded him to the 
penitentiary during the Stalin-H itler pact.

Our defense, of course, in no way implied agree­
ment or conciliation with the program of Stalin­
ism which these two men represent. We defended 
Browder and Bridges as representatives of a party 
which is part of the labor movement. The imprison­
ment of Browder and the deportation of Bridges 
could pave the way for similar persecution of other 
sections of the labor movement.

The Bridges case had particular significance for 
labor, since he was prosecuted under the provisions 
of the vicious anti-labor Smith "Gag”  Act, passed 
by Congress in 1940. The 18 Trotskyist prisoners 
in the famous Minneapolis Labor Case were vic­
tims of this same reactionary law. The particular 
section applied against Bridges still hangs over 
one of the 18 Minneapolis prisoners, Carl Skog- 
Iund. The Stalinist Bridges, and the 18 Trotsky­
ists were the first cases to go to court under the 
law.

When the Trotskyists challenged the constitu­
tionality of the Smith Act, the Supreme Court re­
fused to hear their plea for a ruling. In the Biridges 
case, no challenge of the Act’s constitutionality was 
made, the defense resting on the legalistic point 
that the courts had not properly interpreted the 
word "a ffilia tion” in accusing Bridges of member­
ship in alleged subversive organizations. The Su­
preme Court upheld this contention without touch­
ing the question of the constitutionality of the 
law.

The Smith "Gag”  Act thus still exists on the 
books, ready for use against the labor movement 
as a whole.

The attitude of the Stalinists toward the M in­
neapolis Labor Case was completely different from 
the principled stand of the Trotskyists in the 
Bridges and Browder cases. The Stalinists betray­
ed the interests of the working class and dealt a 
perfidious blow against civil liberties. Instead of 
fighting the Smith "Gag”  Act and defending the 
Trotskyist victims, they called for their imprison­
ment!

On the very day Attorney General Biddle or­
dered Bridges deported, May 28, 1942, the Stal­
inist-controlled executive board of Local 475, Unit­
ed Electrical Workers-CIO, asked Biddle to " in ­
vestigate the fifth-column activities of the T ro t­
skyists in vital Brooklyn war plants”  and “ take 
immediate steps to halt the sale and distribution” 
—  of The M ilitan t. The Stalinists tried to smear 
the 18 as "fascists.”  They joined the ranks of the 
prosecution.

This attitude revealed once again the corrupt 
anti-labor character of Stalinism. The Trotsky­
ists, on the contrary, stand in the light of the rec­
ord as consistent defenders of the interests of the 
working class.

“ They sim ply can’ t take K ing Leopold’s throne away! A fter a ll, it ’s been 
in  his fam ily fo r generations.”

Greece
The re ign  o f te rro r  in Greece, 

conducted under A llie d  auspices 
continues unabated. A  June 17 
Associated Press dispatch reports  
fo u r  fo rm e r leaders o f the E L A S  
(Greek A rm y  o f N a tiona l L ibe ra ­
tio n ) have been k ille d  and th e ir  
heads placed on exh ib ition  at 
T r ikka la .

The m urdered men are A r is  
Ve louh io tis , his aide, and tw o 
members o f his group. V e louh io tis  
was one o f those who rebelled 
aga inst the S ta lin is t line o f su r­
rendering  arm s to  the B r it is h  
a fte r  welcom ing them  to  Greece. 
The S ta lin is ts  expelled h im  and 
he was declared an “ o u tla w ”  by 
the B r it is h  puppet governm ent. .

Accord ing to a dispatch in the 
June 22 D a ily  W orker, “ T h ir ty  
thousand popu lar figh te rs  are s t i l l  
detained in prisons th roughou t the 
coun try .”  M eanwhile, the counter­
revo lu tiona ry  forces are steadily 

streng then ing th e ir  positions. “ Re­
actiona ry  bands in the villages 
are being armed by the regu la r 
armed forces.”

A t a preSs conference, Tsatos, 
m in is te r o f the in te r io r, declared 
th a t d isso lu tion o f te r ro r is t  bands 
would be a v io la tio n  o f the demo­
c ra tic  p rinc ip le  a llow in g  citizens 
to associate. In the face o f th is  
cynical approval o f C h u rc h ill’s 
po licy  o f blood and iron  in  Greece, 
the S ta lin is ts  had no answer save 
a th re a t to  “ con fer”  w ith  some 
o f the o ther p o lit ic a l parties “ on 
absta in ing  fro m  the elections.”

The perfid ious be traya l o f the 
Greek w orkers by the S ta lin is ts  
thus continues to y ie ld  its  harvest 
o f te r ro r  and death.

Congo
Belgian im peria lism  has con­

s is ten tly  strang led a ll a ttem p ts  
o f the w orkers in  the Congo fo r  
he tte r conditions and fo r  freedom. 
D u rin g  the w ar, Belg ian troops 
shot down s tr ike rs  in the Congo. 
B u t the w o rld  position o f Belgian 
cap ita lism  has been g re a tly  
weakened as a resu lt o f the 
Second W orld  W ar. Now the 
colonial em pire in A fr ic a  has be­
come one o f the objects o f greedy 
in te res t to  the W a ll S treet im ­
pe ria lis ts .

Persistent rum ors in the Congo 
a ttest to  the encroachment of 

A m erican im peria lism  in th is  area. 
Robert L. Buell, U. S. consul- 
general at E lisabe thv ille , a t­
tem pted on June 4 to a llay  “ the 
suspicion he had found in  the 
m inds o f some Congo residents 
regard ing  the m otives causing 
Am ericans to show in te res t in  the 
Congo.”

The consul - general suavely 
declared in  an in te rv ie w  w ith  the 
da ily  L ’Essor du Congo th a t th is  
suspicion “ was e n tire ly  due to an 
inadequate knowledge o f Am erica 
and A m ericans.”

In beha lf o f th e  o ffic ia l po licy 
o f the U. S. State D epartm ent he 
denied th a t the U n ited  States 
covets colonies or “ mandated 
te r r ito ry  in A fr ic a  o r elsewhere.”  
He made clear, however, th a t he 
does not “ expect im m ediate se lf- 
governm ent by those peoples or 
an im m ediate suppression o f a ll 
trade contro ls.”  W ith  these words 
the consul-general upheld the im ­
p e ria lis t po licy o f colonial op­
pression.

B u t W a ll S treet does have in ­

ten tions o f rep lac ing the Belgians 
as oppressors o f the Congo. T h is  
is clear from  B ue ll’s emphasis on 
(he necessity fo r  "freedom  o f 
trade and access to raw m a te ria ls ”  
in the Congo and Ituanda-U rund i. 
M a ll S treet knows th a t under 
“ freedom o f trade”  the Belgian 
cap ita lis ts  cannot stand up against 
the com petition o f the Am erican 
in d u s tria l machine.

Algeria
The rebe llion  o f the A lg e ria n  

people aga inst F rench im p e ria l­
ism appears to be con tinu ing  a l­
though the dc Gaulle censorship 
makes i t  ex trem e ly d if f ic u lt  to 
ob ta in  the facts. T h is  censorship 
is so r ig id , th a t the bom bing o f 
10,000 A lg e ria n  natives did nat 
become known to the pub lic  u n til 
more than a m onth a fte r  'th e  
event.

Reading between the lines o f a 
June 22 P aris  d ispatch to  the 
New Y o rk  T imes, one can ga ther 
how w idespread is the opposi­
tio n  to  French im p e ria lis t ru le. 
“ T ho ro ug h ly  alarm ed by the un ­
res t in  N o rth  A fr ic a ,”  begins the 
dispatch, “ the French Governm ent 
has decided to  send the m in is te r 
o f the in te r io r, A d rien  T ix ic r ,  to 
A lg ie rs  in a few  days to  study 
the problem  on the spot.”

T h is  would mean th a t the 
rebellion has become so grave 
local o ffic ia ls  fea r they cannot 
succeed in repressing i t  and- 
le qu ire  re in forcem ents f r o m

Q : A pp rox im a te ly  how many 
w orkers have had to tra ve l long 
distances to get em ploym ent in 
w a r p lan ts, and now have to  w o r­
ry  about tra n sp o rtin g  themselves 
and th e ir  fam ilies  back home 
when they lose th e ir  jobs?

A : A n  ind ica tion  o f in -m ig ra n ts  
in to  im p o rta n t in d u s tr ia l areas 
d u rin g  the w a r is g iven by the 
fo llo w in g  fig u re s : In to  D e tro it, 
254,000; P ortland , Ore., 269,000; 
San Francisco, 220,000; Los A n ­
geles, 783,000; San Diego, 165,- 
000; H am pton Roads, Va., 166,- 
000; M obile, A la ., 84,000. T h is  
to ta l o f 1,941,000 w orkers is by 
no means the whole p ic tu re.

*  *  *

Q : How much more has W orld  
W ar I I  cost the U . S. so fa r, com.- 
pared w ith  W orld  W ar I?

A : U p  to  M ay, 1945 the U. S. 
had spent $179 b illions  as com­
pared w ith  $41 b illion s  spent in  
W orld  W a r I. The estim ated w a r 
debt, by the tim e  Japan is de­
feated, w i l l  be over $300 b illions. 

* * *
Q : How did  Japan get con tro l 

o f the islands in  the P ac ific  th a t 
the U. S. is now f ig h t in g  fo r?

A :  Some o f the  900 square 
m iles o f islands Japan owned 
o u trig h t. B u t those which fig u re  
in  the news today were m an­
dated to  Japan by  the League o f 
N a tions a fte r  the F irs t  W orld  
W ar. A  secret tre a ty  between 
G reat B r ita in  and Japan in  1917, 
before the U. S. entered the w ar, 
divided the German P ac ific  pos­
sessions between B r ita in  and 
Japan a t the E quator. N ow  the 
U. S. is ta k in g  these islands a t 
a cost to  date o f $100 b illion s  
and over 200,000 casualties.

France. T ix ie r  and General Cha- 
la igneaux have already proposed 
“ (o replace a la rge num ber of 
local o ffic ia ls  w ith  fresh blood 
from  France, to increase the 
power o f pre fects and possibly 
to create tw o  new pre fectu ra l 
departm ents by d iv id in g  up the 
three ex is ting  ones.”

Side by side w ith  its  ru th less 
pi licy  o f force and violence, the 
de Gaulle reg im e announces its  
in ten tion  to make a few  m inor 
concessions to  the A lge rian  
natives in  hope o f easing the te n ­
sion.

These concessions include an 
extension o f  the su ffrag e . A t  
present, vo tin g  is lim ite d  to about 
30,000 “ educated natives.”  The 
mass o f the people are barred 
fro m  the ba llo t box under the de 
Gaulle reg im e w h ich  A llie d  im ­
pe ria lism  labels as “ dem ocratic.”

O ther concessions would be the 
sending o f g ra in  supplies to 
A lg e ria  now s u ffe r in g  fro m  
pa ra lyz ing  fam ine. De Gaulle lik e ­
wise prom ises “ long-range plans 
fo r  ag ra ria n  re fo rm  and in ­
d u s tria liz a tio n .”  T h is  is un ­
doubtedly an a ttem p t to  pa llia te  
one o f the sorest spots in French 
ru le. Colon ia l rebellion in ev ita b ly  
seeks to  generalize its  needs in 
the fo rm  o f demands expressing 
the needs o f the na tive  peasantry 
and w o rk in g  class.

A  cable fro m  Rene M iquel, 
A lg ie rs  correspondent o f Nouvel- 
les, indicates th a t the cris is  is 
ex trem e ly profound. He was not 
convinced, he said, th a t “ we haye 
seen the c lim ax o f the  an ti- 
French movement, o f which the 
sedition o f M ay 8 and 9 was only 
the f irs t  act.”

Puerto Rico
Puerto Rico has su ffe red under 

the ru le  o f W a ll S tree t since the 
Spanish-Am erican w ar. I t  has 
served as a test tube o f Am erican 
im p e ria lism ’s colon ia l po licy  fo r  
a lm ost h a lf a century. Unem ­
ploym ent, hunger, m a ln u tr it io n , 
disease, m iserable wages, w re tch ­
ed housing, have ravaged the 
island under the one-crop po licy 
o f the Am erican sugar barons.

D u rin g  the Second W orld  W ar 
a few  m inor concessions were 
granted the Puerto Ricans, p r in ­
c ip a lly  recogn ition  th a t Federal 
labor laws applied to the island 
as w e ll as the m ainland. Now, 
however, W a ll S tree t is again 
tw is tin g  the screws on th is  u n ­
happy land.

Rexford T ugw c ll, appointed 
governor by W ashington, last 
week vetoed a b il l to establish 
the 8-hour day and provide fo r 
overtim e pay. He likew ise signed 
an an ti- la bo r act which would in 
e ffec t render the r ig h t  to s tr ike  
illega l.

W hen T ugw c ll w en t to Puerto 
Rico, he was ha iled as a libe ra l 
who would b r in g  g re a te r demo­
cracy. B u t his actions in  office 
have disclosed h im  to  be no th ing  
hu t another too l o f W a ll S treet.

New Band-Wagon
“ M adrid , Sunday —  General 

F ranco w ent in  an Am erican 
C hrys ler car to  to -day ’s celebra­
tion  o f his c iv il w a r v ic to ry . Last 
year he w ent in a German M er­
cedes-Benz.”  (London Express 
New's Service).

Surplus Property Board 
Favors Big Monopolists

Plans o f the b ig  corpora tions to “ ju n k ”  o r secure 
fu l l  monopoly con tro l over a hundred b illio n  dollars, 
w o rth  o f “ surp lus”  governm ent p lan ts, tools, equip­
ment, raw  m a te ria ls  and supplies, have been em­
phasized by the recent res igna tion  o f fo rm e r Senator 
Guy M . G ille tte  as cha irm an o f the  governm ent’s 
Surp lus W ar P rop e rty  Board.

In  tendering his res ignation , as he tes tifie d  before 
the w ar con tracts subcom m ittee o f the Senate M i l i ­
ta ry  A f fa ir s  Com m ittee on June 14, G ille tte  protested 
the fac t th a t a m a jo r ity  o f the surp lus p rope rty  
hoard, appointed by Roosevelt, m ainta ined a po licy 
o f “ disposal”  which favored the in te rests o f the b ig  
monopolies. He centered his a tta ck  on the fa c t th a t 
the board has g iven a special 90-day op tion on a b i l­
lion do lla rs w o rth  o f v ita l m achine tools to  the b ig  
corporations, w h ich  secured them  fo r  w a r purposes 
from  the governm ent.

W hen G ille tte  resigned, T rum an nom inated in  his 
place a St. Louis businessman, W . S tu a rt Sym ington. 
A  hearing before a Senate com m ittee la s t week in ­
qu ired in to  S ym ing ton ’s connections w ith  t ru s t  in ­
terests.

Questions by members o f the Senate Com m ittee 
b rough t out th a t S ym ington had been head o f a 
pa ten t-co n tro llin g  monopoly, V eh icu la r P a rk ing , L td ., 
which in  1942 was prosecuted and convicted under the 
federal a n t i- tru s t Ihws. In  1936 Sym ington had helped 
devise the pa ten t-con tro l system o f th is  company, 
wlvc.h he le f t  in  1938.

He argued th a t his business career has been “ one 
long e f fo r t  in  f ig h t in g  tru s ts ”  and th a t he had given 
the D epartm ent o f Justice “ every assistance”  in the 
pa rk in g  m eter a n t i- tru s t su it. He adm itted under 
cross-exam ination, however, th a t he had sought to  
prevent in c r im in a tin g  le tte rs  fro m  the com pany’s 
files from  being in troduced in  the tr ia l.

One le tte r  fro m  S ym ington, m arked “ destroy,”  
said: “ These o ther companies are no t go ing to  le t 
our ho ld ing company con tro l w ith o u t some s trugg le . 
I  hope these m eter ideas and app lica tions are being 

| rushed to Joyn t. A  $35 m eter m ay k ic k  ou t some 
companies bu t i t  w on’t  stop gyp com petition. Magee 
says he has one th a t can be b u ilt  fo r  a couple o f 
do llars. L e t ’s ge t con tro l i f  we can. I t  looks as i f  ou r 
f ig h t  is aga ins t D ua l.”

Why the Cartel Interests 
Sneer at Anti-Trust Laws

The governm ent has done a lo t  o f ta lk in g  recen tly  
about b reak ing  the in te rn a tio n a l carte ls, p a rtic u la r­
ly  those between Am erican and German trus ts . B u t 
the outcome o f the governm ent’s prosecution o f E. 
I. duP ont de Nem ours, the “ M erchants o f D eath”  
chemical tru s t, reveals how the c a p ita lis t courts  deal 
w ith  charges aga inst ca rte l conspiracies.

H igh-pow ered corpora tion lawyers, a federa l judge 
g iv in g  the company a ll the breaks, and a prosecution 
which asked d ism issal o f most o f the  m ain  counts, 
persuaded a ju ry  in  N ew ark, N . .T., on June 20 to  
acquit the duPont t ru s t  and its  o ffice rs  o f charges 
th a t they conspired w ith  N az i and B r it is h  tru s ts  to  
fo rm  a w orld -w ide  ca rte l to con tro l the m anufacture , 
d is tr ib u tio n  and sale o f acry lic , an im p o rta n t w ar 
plastic.

Hundreds o f documents were in troduced fro m  the 
duPont f ile s  show ing the p re -w a r existence o f the  
ca rte l and the in te n t to  continue i t  secre tly  du ring  
the w a r and a fte r. Representative V oorh is  stated in  
the House on A p r i l  25, 1944, when he revealed th a t 
“ trem endous pressure”  was be ing b ro ug h t to  bear 
to prevent t r ia l  on ind ic tm ents  f ile d  tw o  years before, 
th a t duPont correspondence in fo rm ed  I.  G. Farben, 
o f Germ any, th a t “ the y  intended to  use th e ir  good 
offices a f te r  the w a r to have the I. G. Farben p a r­
tic ip a tio n  restored.”

How A Soldier Who Died 
Would Answer Gen. Patton
General P atton has caused a num ber o f em barrass­

in g  mom ents to  the A llie d  ru lers . There was the 
inc iden t when he slapped a hospita lized so ld ier in  
I ta ly ,  ea rn ing  the nick-nam e “ O ur Blood and H is  
Guts.”  Then there  was his fam ous “ f lu f f , ”  as the 
press called it ,  when he to ld  a B r it is h  audience in  
A p r il,  1944 th a t “ undoubtedly i t  is  ou r (A m erican  
im p e ria lism ’s) destiny to ru le  the w o rld .”

H is most recent u tterance evoking the  need fo r  
“ exp lanations” — not counting  his public use o f p ro­
fa n ity  which has shocked the more steady church­
goers— was his s ta tem ent to a Sunday school class, 
“ You ch ildren are the sold iers and nurses o f the 
next w a r.”

T h is  s ta tem ent o f the plans o f the A m erican r u l­
ing  class fo r  the ne x t generation evoked an unusual 
pro test. I t  was an im a g in a ry  le tte r  to  General P a t­
ton w h ich appeared on June 22 in  the P aris  ed ition  
o f S tars and S tripes, overseas a rm y  newspaper.

The le tte r  began: “ I  am one o f 30,000 men who 
died under you r command on our m arch across E u ­
rope. Last week you to ld  a Sunday school class: ‘You 
ch ild ren are the soldiers and nurses o f the  nex t 
w a r.’

“ A no the r w a r— not a hundred years fro m  now bu t 
r ig h t  around the corner! I  don’t  know  w h a t the o ther 
29,999 boys did b u t I  tu rned  over in  m y grave, Gen­
era l, and the d ir t  above me moved because i t  is n ’t  
packed hard yet.

“ Please don’t  te ll us th a t, General— not- ju s t now. 
A nd don’t  say i t  again to  our fam ilies . I t ’s too soon 
fo r  them  to  understand.”

The le tte r  describes how P atton , the n ig h t before 
th 0 Sunday school lesson, sp illed  tears on a pub lic  
p la tfo rm , say ing : “ I t ’s no fu n  to  say to men you love, 
‘Go ou t and die.’ ”

“ I t ’s no fun  to  die e ither,”  rem inds the  le tte r. “ I t ’s 
p a rtic u la r ly  no fu n  when the general you fo llow ed 
tu rns  r ig h t  around to  you r hom efolks a few  weeks 
la te r and te lls  them you died in  va in .”

“ And fo r  God’s sake,”  the le tte r  pleads in  con­
clusion, “ s tay out o f m y l i t t le  b ro th e r’s Sunday school 
class. He s t i l l  th in ks  I  died to  make a be tte r w o rld  
fo r  h im .”


