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Stalinist Party
Opposes Soviets
For Germany

By Paul Abbott

The German Stalinists have officially joined the Allied im-
perialists in the counter-revajutionary attempt to maintain capi-
talism in Germany. In so doing they are following the orders
of the Kremlin which fears the proletarian revolution in Ger-
many no less than its imperialist allies.

In a manifesto issued in Ber-2

lin, June 25, the German Stalin-
ists declare: “We consider it in-
correct for Germany to open the
path for implanting the Soviet
system because such a path does
not correspond with the condi-
tions of the development of Ger-
many at this given moment.”

The manifesto makes no at-
tempt to explain why the Soviet
system would not work in the
industrial heart of Europe, after
its tremendous success in back-
ward Russia. Nor do the Stalin-
ists explain why the “given mo-
ment” is unpropitious.

The truth is, not a single one
of the terrible economic and so-
cial problems now besetting Ger-
many and all Europe can be solv-
ed unless a genuine Soviet sys-
tem is established. Teng of mil-
lions of people face death by star-
vation. European civilization is
going down under Twentieth Cen-
tury Barbarism. Only the imme-
diate establishment of the Soviet
system — as it emerged from
the October Revolution in 1917
under Lenin and Trotsky — can
rescue Europe from this terrible
fate.

“We consider that the real in-
terests of the German people, un-
der the present conditions in Ger-
many,” continues this treacher-
ous manifesto, ‘“dictate an-
other path; for instance, the path
of establishing an anti-fascist
democratic regime and a demo-
cratici-. parliamentary  republie’
with all democratic liberties.”

POLITICAL DEGENERATES

The cynicism of this program
is surpassed only by the politi-

cal degeneration of its authors.|

The manifesto was issued in Ber-
lin — now under the rule of the
Stalinist bureaucracy. The de-
mand for “democratic liberties”
is thus the most transparent fak-
ery. If the Stalinists and their
master in the Kremlin really be-
lieve in democratic liberties let
them be established immediately!
They are in power! Let them be-
gin with the Soviet Union where
political opponents are now lined
up before firing squads and where
all political parties save the rot-
ted totalitarian Communist Par-
ty are outlawed.

As for the demand for a “dem-
ocratic parliamentary republic,”
it is difficult to tell whether it
is more ludicrous than perfidious.
Ludicrous because it offers sup-
port to a bourgeoisie whose dem-
ocracy is non-existent; perfidious
because it stands squarely in the
pathway of the German working
class now seeking to destroy the
roots of fascism by establishing
socialism,

To measure the depth of the

(Continued on page 3)

NAACP Protests
Naming of Byrnes

Prior to the appointment of
Southern poll-tax Democrat
James F. Byrnes, of South Caro-
lina, as Truman’s new Secretary
of State, the National Associa-
tion*for the Advancement of Col-
ored People, leading Negro or-
ganization, voiced a vigorous pub-
lic protest against the projected
appointment.

“American Negroes and those
concerned with the future of Ne-
gro-white relations view with
great trepidation the possible ap-
pointment as Secretary of State,
of one whose record of hostility
io equality of opportunity for
Negro citizens is unbroken,” said
the NAACP statement,

It further cited “Mr. Byrnes'
filibuster record against anti-
lynching legislation, his opposi-
tion to appropriations for How-
ard University, and his fight gen-
erally against every piece of le-
gislation designed to better the
lot of Negroes.”

Byrnes’ race-hate record paral-
lels his anti-labor record. As
former War Mobilization Director
he won the well-merited con-
demnation of organized labor for
nis rigid upholding of the wage-
freezing Little Steel Formula.

C. P. Heads Admit
Treacherous Role
In Greek Struggle

When it's so dirty it seems
impossible to cover with white-
wash, call on the leadership of
the Greek Stalinists. They can
whitewash anything, even a
bloody reign of terror for which
they themselves are responsi-
ble. Theyv've got it down to a
fine art — making 1t whiter by
adding a dash of the blue paint
of “sell-criticism.”

According to the June 24 Daily
Worker, for instance, the Greek
Stadinist leadership met last April
a-10 to “sift” their ‘“errors.”
Among their crrors was “enter-
me agreement with the diseredit-
ed Cairo exiles.” The Militant
of May 13, 1944 characterized
this “error” as follows: “The
Stalinists, counter - revolutionary
to the core.. are preparing to
duplicate the treachery which
they perpetrated in Italy, where
they have joined with Badoglio
«nd the King in an atiempt to
strangle the Italian revolution.
At the appropriate moment they
will join hands with the forces of
Greek reaction for the same
counter-revolutionary purpose.”
wHere is how the QGreek Stalin-
ist§ whitewash their “error:”
“The Lebanon agreement—which

_—
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“Peace” - By Force!

One of the rawest political

provided for establishment of a

(Continued on page 5)

[ IN THE NEWS |

‘Suckers' or Class Pals?

Explaining the friendly attitude
of American officials to the rich
Nazis, William Miller writes from
Paris to the Cleveland Press,
June 28, that “Americans, by the
very nature of the society in
which they were reared, tend to
be suckers for ‘respectable’ peo-
ple—that is, people with money
and big houses. We saw that.all
through Italy. That these were
the very people who financed
Nazism in its ecarly days and
were its stanchest supporters,
complicates matters. Further.
the fear that Communism will
fill the German vacuum tends to
create leniency toward the big

shots..."”
* 8

The Good Old Days

A quick surrender of Japan
would, mean “well over 20,000,000
unemployed people in the United
States before the end of the year”
said former Rep. Thomas R. Am-
lie at the Tamiment, Pa., Social
and Economics Conference, June
23. “Congress has refused to
make any plans for large scale
unemployment and... we shall
be faced with unemployment com=
parable in scope to that which
prevailed during the first eight
yvears of the New Deal.”

* ¥ %

Too Many Marshals

Marshal Joseph Stalin, through
the action of the Presidium of the
Soviet Supreme Council, on June
26 awarded himself the more ex-
clusive title of *Generalissimo,”
thus joining the distinguished
company of Generalissimo Chiang
Kai-shek  and Generalissimo
Franco. :

* % *

Aiding the ‘Little Man’

“If the Surplus Property Board
has its way, plants, machinery,
etc., will go to the DuPonts, Gen-
eral Motors, Ford, and others
with the most cash {o buy them...
Despite Roosevelt's policy of aid-
ing small business, war orders
were concentrated in fewer com-
panies than ever before. Six com-
panies got about 60 percent of
all war business, and 100 firms
got approximately 90 per cent.”
(Drew Pearson, N. Y. Mirror,
June 29).

Ry Joseph Hansen

War is “The Charter of the United Nations” adopted by the San
Francisco Conference and now before the U, S, Senate for rati-
fication. Its alleged purpose is to maintain peace in the post-
war world and to promote “fundamental freedoms for all with-
out distinction as to race, sex, language or religion.” Its real pur-
pose, like that of the ex-league of Nations, is to serve the Allied
conquerors as an instrument in imperialist power politics,

How United Nations Charter
Covers Up Imperiali t Deals

02

swindles of the Second World

The political representatives of ¥

the war-profiteering  capitalists
who drew up the charter, thor-
oughly understand that war and
peace are not determined by gilt-
edged declamations about the
“vights of humanity” filed away
in the archives of the imperialist
powers. They know that war is
one of the inevitable conse-
quences of the capitalist system
of exploitation. President Tru-
man, in his address, June 26, be-

No Salary Freeze
For Big Business

Executives of some of the
country’s largest industrial cor-
porations during the fiscal year
ending June 30, 1944 voted them-
selves salaries larger even than
those of motion picture stars and
¢xecutives, which traditionally
head the top bracket list, accord-
ing to a Treasury report issued
June 25,

At the peak of the list of al-
most 600 individuals who - raked
n over $£75,000 in salaries and
honuses was Charles E. Wilson,
president of General Motors,
whose workers were denied wage

mereases  Just spring by the
WLB.

Wilson got $459,041 for his
“work,” not counting his take

{from dividends and interest, which
sre the really big source of in-
come of the capitalist owners. An-
other 31 GM execufives pulled
down over $75,000 each, most
ranging from $100,000 to $300,-
000,

Thomas B. Watson, head of
the International Business Ma-
chines Corporation, netted $425,-
548; C. E. Sorenson, Ford Motors,
£230,000; J. H. Rand, Jr., Reming-
ton Rand, Inc.,, $225,543; W. S.
(#fford, American Telephone and
Telegraph, $210,350. Similar sal-
aries were recorded for heads of|
the other big corporations.

Bethlehem Steel reported 11
executives getting over $75,000,
with E. G. Grace cleaning up
221,645,

Remember when Roosevelt first
put over his wage-freeze, which
was included in his T-point .pro-
gram that also called for limit-
mg all salaries to a maximum

fore the final plenary session of
the conference, admitied that “a
Just and lasting peace cannot be
obtained by diplomatic agreement
alone. Experience has shown how
deeply the seeds of war are p.ant-
¢d by ecconomic rivalry and by
social injustice.”

FRAUD EXPOSED

How sharply this admission
clashes with Allied propaganda
about war being caused by the
plots and evil designs of villain-
ous individuals at the head of
“aggressor nations!” Truman's
declaration alone exposes the ut-
terly fraudulent character of the
Charter. It does not attempt to
cdo away with economic rivalry
and social injustice. It does not
e¢ven analyze the sources of these
wwin cancers, Instead it covers
them up with glittering general-

ities about machinery to keep
“peace.”

An examination of this “ma-
chinery” will quickly reveal how
it is designed for completely
other purposes than maintaining
peace,

The two principal bodies of the
United Nations organization are
the General Assembly and the
Security Council. The General
Assembly consists of representa-
tives from all the member na-
tions. These nations are the So-
viet Union, the Allied imperialist
powers and the satellite countries
within their orbits. One would
suppose that the great powers
could easily control the General
Assembly, and bend it to their
will, since the representatives will
all be hand-picked tools of im-
perialist Big DBusiness and the
smaller capitalist states, while
the Axis powers are, of course,
oxcluded.  Yet the General As-
sembly is given no reai powers.

SECURITY COUNCIL
This body of yes-men can only
discuss and recommend. It can-
not so much as suspend or ex-
pel violators of the peace with-
(Continued on page 5)

The Real

of $25,000 annually after taxes?

The Willow Run Bomber Plant

KFor Willow Run
An Editorial

Solution

and its community facilities, into

which the government poured nearly $150,000,000 of the people’s
money, was hailed during its operation as the outstanding symbol

of America’s industrial might. At
workers produced a stream of the

the peak of its activity, 42,000
greatest, most complex machines

ever contrived by man — B-24 bombers. But these were instruments

of death, not life,

Last week, on June 28, this plant was transformed into a vast,

silent, deserted hulk. Its last wheel had turned.
workers—the hands and brains w

Its last 21,000
hich had created these planes—

were ruthlessly dumped out into the streets.

The Willow Run plant is today a monstrous symbol of the
capitalist system’s incapacity to produce for life, for the susten-

ance and welfare of the working

people,

Henry Ford, who coined millions from this government-owned
plant without investing a penny, said he didn’t want it anymore—
unless he could get it for a song. The other automotive monopolists
regard Willow Run as a competitive menace to their own interests.

All they want is to “junk” it,
The capitalist government ad

mits it has no plan for Willow

Run. Like Henry Ford 11, Washington, too, thinks that Willow Run

is “as expendable as a battleship.”

And its workers also.

Why must this great plant stay idle? Aren’t there vast needs
which must be filled? There are, for example, huge areas of rotten,
erowded housing which ought to be replaced by modern, pre-fabric-
ated homes that Willow Run could well be used to build. Yes, and
a thousand other produets which could make the workers’ and

(Continued on page 3)
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32,000 On Strike
In Akron Rubber

Plants; Firestone
Shut Down Tight

BULLETIN

AKRON, 0., July 1 — The bat-
tle lines of the militant CIO rub-
ber workers here were broadened
today when some 15,000 members
of Firestone Local 7 went on
strike, joining 16,700 Goodyear
Lecal 2 workers who are in the
15th day of their walkout, Pick-
et lines were immediately formed
about the Firestone plants. The
Firestone workers voted six-to-
one for strike action in an NLRB
poll two weeks ago. Their strike
follows “collapse of negotiations
to draw a new contract to iron
out about 100 grievances,” said
Loecal 7 President I. H. Watson. |

By Joseph Andrews

AKRON., O.. June 30 — On
the I4th day of the bitterly
fought Goodyvear Tire and Rub-
ber strike it has become appar-
ent that the combined forces of
the corporation, all the govern-
ment agencies, and the interna-
tional officials of the United
Rubber Workers of America,
CIO, are determined to break
the will of the embattled work-
ers and smash the strike.

Never before has a local unior
Leen forced to face such a heavy
harrage of pressure. And rarelv
have union men baitled it out
with more courage. The one
demand of the union is that the
sorporation hie forced to sit dowr
and negotiate  the grievances
which provoked the walkout. I
has stuck to this demand.

HOW MUCH LONGER

“How much longer is ths gov-
ernment  going  to continue 10
drivo, threaten and turn the heat
on the rubber workars<?" said C.
Y. Wheeler, president of Good-
vear Local 2. “The government
hasn't said a word to Goodyear
about getting together with us to
seitle our grievances,™

In reply to this just complaint,
the combined forces which are
aligned against the local union
took the following union-busting
steps:

1. Stabilization Director Wm.
H. Davis, former head of the War
Labor Beard, ordered the Selee-
tive Service to cancel deferments
of all strikers and to draft them
into the armed forces.

2. The War Labor Board
stated it will take away all gains

(Continued on page 2)

UAW Victor Over
Budd Open Shop

PHILADELPHIA, June 22 —
(ne of the last strongholds of the
open shop in the automotive in-
dustry was demolished here yes-
terday when the CIO United
Automobile workers scored a vie-
Lory over the company union in
an NLRB collective bargaining
ciection at the big Edward G.
Budd Manufacturing Company
1Jant,

The production
2,726 votes for the UAW-CIO
¢s against 1,645 votes for the
Independent Workers Union, the
company’s successor to its Em-
ployees Representative Associa-
tion which previcusly had been
ordered dissolved by NLRB and
federal court rulings.

This important union victory
climaxes a UAW campaign of
ave years' duration. The com-
pany used every known union-
husting device for the past 12
vears to defeat the organization
of its employes. It had successful-
'y defied innumerable government
orders to cease interfering with
the efforts of the workers to
ioin a union of their own choos-
ing.

The majority vote for the UAW
reflects the growing awareness of
the workers of the need for gen-
uine unionizm in the face of the
:mpending wage-siashing and un-
emplovment drive of the corpora-

workers cast

©

Great Upsurge Of Labor Militancy
Shown In Nation-Wide Strike Wave

WORKERS RESIST PAY CUTS,
LAYOFFS WITH PICKET LINES

The no-strike policy,

which since Pearl Harbor

has placed American iabor at the mercies of the war
profiteers and union-busters, is being trampled into
the dust on picket lines throughout the nation.

48,000 Workers
Strike in Detroit
For Equal Wages

By Albert Cummings
DETROIT, Jupe 30 -—— Some

48.000 maintenance and pro-
duction workers of the CIO
United  Automobile  Workers

whao have been on strike here
for the past week returned to
work Priday, June 29. They
had refused to resume work un-
til they had extracted a prom-
ise Irom UAW President R. J.
Thomas immediately to initiate
negotintions for wage equaliza-
tion with AFL rates and had
received assurances that there
would be no victimizations of
srikers.

The walkout was initiated by
22,000 Packard and 7,500 Budd
workers on Thursday, June 21. In
the following week they were
by 13,000 maintenance
workers in three of the fo.: “Hrd
plants in Detroit, 1,600 Motor
products men, and workers from
the Bohn Aluminum and Kelsey
Hayes corporations.

FIGHT DIFFERENTIAL

These maintenance men, sup-
ported Ly the production work-
ers, went out in an effort to win
an industry-wide wage structure
comparable to that of the AFL
construction workers, The exist-
ing differential between CIO and
AFL rates rung from between 30
and 55 cents an hour. Wage dif-
ferences between one CIO plant
and another are as great as 30
cents an hour.

The UAW-CIO maintenance
men have been fighting for five
vears for these wage equalization
«emands. Some 60,000 struck last
October and forced the War La-
bor Board to set up a panel to

tnined

© A wave of strikes,

(Continued on page 3)

greatest
gince the heroic days of the “site
down' struggles of 1937, has been
sweeping the country for the past
two months. Hundreds of thoue
sands of workers, defying strike~
breaking ultimatums of the gove
ernment and in most instances of
their own top union leaders, have
courageously snatched up their
most effeclive weapon, strike ace
tion.

During the past week, this
mounting tide of militant labor
resistance to corporation provo-
cations, wage slashes and swell-
ing layoffs reached a new peak
of power., Over a hundred thou-
sand workers in key industrial
centers broke asunder the shack-
les of the no-strike pledge and
gave the arrogant employers the
only answer they understand —
cutting off their profits by
strike shutdowns.

A virtual general strike of rube
ber workers is right now paralyz-
ing the rubber center of Akron.
Some 32,000 rubber workers are
on strike at Goodyear and Fire«
stone, while other companies
hastily laid off another 24,000
under the pretext of “overhaul-
ing” their plants, also threaten-
ed with walkouts.

Last week 48,000 CIO auto
union members in Detroit closed
down half 'a dozen major plants
in their five-year battle to win
wage equalization. Even as they
returned to work, new shutdowns
were impending in the industry.

Over 15,000 flat glass workers
of the CIO hit the picket lines
in the major glass centerg of
Pittsburgh and Toledo. Almost
every trade and industry has wit-
nessed bitter strike battles, truck
drivers and printers, bus drivers,
steel workers, electrical equip-
ment workers.

And more are on the way.
Scores of thousands of Northwest
lumber workers are taking a
strike vote. A half a million auto
and aircraft workers in Michi-
gan are demanding a strike vote,
Western Electric workers in New
Jersey have voted overwhelming-
ly for strike. American labor is
once more on the march!

Western Electric Workers

Cast Big Vote

NEWARK, N. J. — Empioyees
of the huge Western Electric
Company and its 15 auxiliary
plants in the highly industrializ-
ed North Jersey area voted over-
whelmingly June 28 for strike ac-
tion to halt the dirty chiselling
for which this company and its
rarent organization, the Bell
Telephone Co., are notorious.

Organized in an idependent
union, Western Electric workers
voted 16,941 to 3.039 to battle it
ot with the company after they
had received frantic appeals from
the management which exhorted
them: “Don’t be misled!”

It was extremely amusing to
kear the foreman read off a
stereotyped “communication” to
the groups he was addressing and
punctuating his remarks at the
start of each sentence with that
phrase: “Don’t be misled!” His
iisteners assured him they had no
intention of  being  fooled and
after he had said for the fifth
time, “Don’t be misled!” they
iaughed in his face.

WLB STALLS AGAIN

The dispute goes back to the
termination of the old contract
in October, 1943, The company’s
refusal to consider anvthing but
the wiping out of previous gains
made by the union produced a
deadlock and the War Labor Board
then took over.

After stalling for 18 months,
the WLB ecame up with a four,
five and six-cents reclassification
m the top rates of the various
grades. The union demanded
that the company give relative
treatment to those who, through

tions.

merit raises, had already reached

For Strike

the new top rates. The company
countered by offering to give
“equitable” treatment — mean-
ing nothing — to the more than
2,000 workers involved. Addi-
tional grievances, similar to those
suffered by workers throughout
the country, helped pave the way
Jor the strike vote.

The union involved is the West«
ern Electric Employees Associa=
tion, which is affiliated with the
National Federation of Telephone
Workers, whose member unions
during the past eight months
have made front-page headlines
by their militant actions.

The leadership is cailing on the
government to take over the
plants,  But the workers will
learn from bitter experience that
dependence on the government
will get them nothing, while the
company will continue to make its
profils as hefore.
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Akron Rubber Walkout Spreads; 32,000 Involved
As Firestone Workers Join Goodyear Strikers

wear succeed, ail other
will step up their attacks.
If the strike is not completely

(Continued from page 1) !(-ut on strike until the company
Iz-g'rws to meet and negotiate the

Is-.:'iovances. Two strongly-worded

plants

made by the Goodyear loczl by

past decision of the hoard, namely,
cancel the maintenanee of mem-

bership, check-off, vaecation pu_\'|

and night shift bonus, unless the
strike is terminated immediately,

SCAR LEADER

3. Sherman Dalrymple, UTRWA
president, after repealedly order-
ing the workers bhack to work.
stated that he would under no
circumstances reqguest the com-
pany to bargain with the union

while the strike is on. He has
indirectly threatened to take
punitive action apgainst strike

leaders as he has in past sirikes
at the General Tire and Rubber
company in Akren. and the U. S.
Tire and Rubber company in
Detroil.

4. The Army and Navy, while
stating that it was not necessary
to take over the plants just now,
tried to claim the strike was
costing lives and would prolong
the war, and ordered the strikers
back to work.

5. Governor Lausche of Ohio
ordered the state selective service
director to implement the draft
cancellation order of Davis and
reclassify and draft 4,000 of the
striking Goodyear workers.

Thus, it is clear that there is a
well-thought out plot to smash
Goodyear Local 2. The rich and
powerful Goodyear corporation,
which proveked the strike by
wilful and arbitrary violatton of
the union agreement, need only sit
back and let the capitalist gov-
ernment and the union flunkeys
of capitalism do the dirty work.

MESSAGE TO TRUMAN

In reply to orders of Stabiliza-
tion Director Davis, author of the
hated Little Steel Formula, Good-
year Local President Wheeler
wired the following message to
President Truman:

“Reports have reached us

through the Akron Beacon-Journal
and the Mutuzl Broadeasting
System that if the furlouched
goldiers at the Goodyear Akron
plants do not resume werk their
furloughs will be cancelled and
that if draft-age employes in
these plants do net immediately
return to work the draft boards
will reclazsif (hem cud Jhey will
be sent to the army.
. “If these things are true, we
wish to enter a vigorous protest
against these un-American, fasc-
ist and undemoceratic tactlics, We
wish to advise that employves of
Goodyear Akroa plants are con-
ducting themselves according to
the laws of the land and have
resorted to the present action
only as a-last resort and fo over-
come the un-American and un-
Jawful actions of the Goodyear
Tire and Rubber comipany.

HOLLOW SHAM

“If the governmeni agencies
resort to this shameful procedure,
indicated as the easiest and least
troublesome way out, then demo-
cracy in America is but a hollow
sham and we have already lost
what our armed forces are sup-
posed to be fighting for. If this
autocratic procedurc is carried
into effeet, we wish to assure you
that it will be publicized all over
American and that this oulrage
will be resisted by 50,000 rubber
workers in  Akron, countless
thousands elsewhere and workers
in every industry.

“We demand that the govern-
ment use its powers to force this
powerful company to obey the
laws of the land by immediately
negotiating in 2 bona fide manner
toward settlement of hundreds of
grievances which produced this
crisis.”

The local union has scheduled a
mass membership meeting  for
tomorrow at 2 p.m., to consider
the strike situation to date. At a
mass meeting in  the Akron
armory, Thursday, June 28, some
2,000 Goodyear workers reaf-
firmed their determination to stay

resolutions were also passed, un-
animously, calling upon the War
Labor Board, and upon Sherman
Dalrymple, to use their powers
to force the company to negotiate.

Dalrymple appeared at the
meeting by invitation of the local
union executive board. In an
arrogant speech he denounced the
strikers and condemned the strike,
Upon adoption of the resolution
reguesting Dalrymple to use his
office to arrange a meeling be-
tween the company and the union,
he declared, “IL breaks my heart
to tell yvou this, but' T cannot and
will not do it as long as the strike
is in progress.”

HIS BROKEN HEART

His refusal was met with a
{zmultuous roar of hoos and
hisses, and cries of “Traitor” and
“Throw him oul!” Wheeler then
asked Dalrymple what there was
in the URWA constitution or
convention mandates which pre-
vented him from (rying to ar-
range a meeting to reestablish
collective bhargaining at Good-
year.

“T have been instructed by the
International Executive Board
that it is against our policy to
negotiate during an unauthorized
strike,” he replied. “Why don't
vou call a special meeting of the
International Board and change
that poliey?” asked Goodyear
President Wheeler.

PERTINENT QUESTION

Dalrymple admitted, “If I did
that we would have board meet-
ings for six months twice a year,
1 can’t call a board meecting every
titne there is a strike.”

Wheeler voiced the sentiments
of the meeting when he said to
PDalrymple, “You and everybody
else have put plenty of heal on
this local union. .. Why don’t you
ttrn some heat on the company?”
This was met with a wave of
cheers. Workers in the audience
which filled the armory cried,
“Who pays your salary? Who
clected you?”

Many unionists had expected
previously that the army or navy
would secize the Goodyear plant.
Put it has now become obvious to

=1 that the plaa of z2ciion %
smash the strike is to let the
workers “sweat it out” while

the government and top union of-
ficials pour on their fire of strike-
breaking pressure.

Rumors are flying thick and
fast that Dalrymple, awaiting
the most propitious moment, is
planning to act as strikebreaker-
m-chicef, by removing the Good-
vear Local 2 officers, setting up

an  administrator - dictator, and
lcading a Dback-to-work move-
ment.

Should such a means be used to
break the Goodyear strike, it
would undoubtedly arouse terrific
reselntment throughout the
URWA. It is possible that wide-
spread strikes in rubber would
be provoked, The Firestone Local
7 is on the verge of a walkout.
The Goodrich workers, always
among the most militant in Akron,
have watched the Goodyear strike
carefully. Hundreds of unionists
have stated that if anyone dares
to lay a hand on their sister local,
or on the officers of Local 2, they
will walk out.

MORE SCABBING

The National CIO stepped into
the picture this week when John
Rrophy, director of Industrial
Union Councils of the CIO,
ordered the Akron CIO Council
to withdraw its endorsement and
support of the Goodyear strikers.
Drophi's order has been referred
to the next meeting of the council,
I'riday, July 13.

The great majority of the
vworkers understand very well
what hangs in the balance in the
GGoodyear strike. The primary

issue is the vicious wage-cutting
of the company. Should Good-

victorious, the responsibility will
108t squarcely upon the shoulders
of Dalrymple and his lieutenants,
The workers will not forget this.
But the strike is not broken, It
is 2 magnificent demonstration of
courage and militaney, a preview
of what is yet to come.

Goodrich Local

Raises Demand
For 30-Hour Week

AKRON, O. — A resolution
calling for incorporation of a
clause to provide a “30-hour
week at no reduction in weekly
take home pay” in all CIlO
United Rubber Workers con-
tracts was unanimously adopt-
ed at the meeting of Goodrich
Local 5 on June 21. The text
of the resolution, which makes
this demand “point number | in
the fight against layoffs,” reads
as follows:

WHEREAS: Cutbacks in mili-
tarv vroduction are resulting in
layoffs of thousands of workers
tiiroughout the country, and are
already affecting the rubber
waorkers, and

WHEREAS: Neither govern-
ment nor business has any
planned program to guarantec
employment to the 57,000,000
workers in industry and to the
11,000,000 returning war veterans,
and

LABOR DETERMINED

WIIEREAS: Labor is determin-
ed not to go back to the days of
relief and WPA and feels that it
has the right to a job that is
seeure and to a wage that will
meet “the rising cost of living,
and

WHEREAS: Only by cutting
down the work week and spread-
ing the work can mass layoffs be
prevented, and

WHERFEAS: The United
Rubber Workers have tradition-
ally fought for the 30 hour week
and established it in important
purts of the industry, and

WIHEREAS: According to ihe
OPA the profits of the rubber
corporations "have increased 61:%
per cent since the beginning of
the war, and

WHEREAS: The tax law
provides that these enormous pro-
fits shall continue after the war
by means of tax refunds to the
corporations, while there are no
provisions fo safeguard the jobs
or the living standards of the
workers, and

COMPANY PROFITS

WHEREAS: The rubber cor-
porations, like all other big cor-
porations, have Jaid away huge
reserve funds which they plan to
use to destroy the urion and to
guarantee continued profits to
the coupon clippers, while work-
ers stand in line at the employ-
ment office begging for jobs,

THEREFORE BE _IT RE-
SOLVED: That we demand the
United Rubber Workers adopt as
point number 1 in the fight
against layoffs the 30 hour week
at no reduction in weekly take
| ome pay, and immediate steps be
tzken to incorporate this pro-
vision in all contracts with the
rubber corporations, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:
SQhould the corporations refuse to
agrec to this demand that we use
all the economic strength of the
tunion in a determined fight to
achieve this demand, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:
That this resolution be given the
widest publicity, be sent to all
local uniong of the URWA, to the
National CIO, to President
Truman, to URW President Sher-
man Dalrymple, to the Akron

Industrial Union Council and to
the public and labor press.
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The war for “democracy” didn’t end this.
and smash a peaceful picket line at the North In diana Brass Company plant.

Police at Elkhart,

Tear-Gassing Peaceful Pickets

Ind., on June 26, hurl tear gas
A. P. photo

NEW YORK, July 2 — The
fifth convention of the Nation-
al Martime Union (CIO) open-
ed here today at Manhattan
Center. While delegates 1o this
convention debate the so-called
“wage policy” of the. Stalinist
leadership, the first large-scale
offensive of the government
and the ship operators against
scaman s wages and  working
conditions'is closing:in-on them.

As reported last weck in The
-Militant, the government-oper-
ator offensive was launched when

BRI

the Maritime War Emergency
Board slashed wartime bonus
rates. The operators moved

against the seamen at the same
time by flatly rejecting union
demands for a wage increase to
offset the bonus cuts. The pay-
off for an Atlantic Ocean run
will be reduced about 40 per cent,
Leginning July 15 when the MW-
EB ruling becomes effective.

WAR LABOR BOARD

Anticipating the cut, the Sea-

farers’ International Union
(AFL) had previously referred
wage disputes with twelve At-
lantic coast operators to the War
Labor Board for @ adjustment.
After the MWER bonts slash was
zrnounced, the NMU wage dis-
pute with 37 operators represent-
od through the American Merch-
ant Marine Institute was certified
to the WLB.
t  The strategy of both the NMU
and the SIU in attempting to
counter the attack of the oper-
ators and their stooges in the
povernment maritime boards has
been basically the same., Both
have demanded the 55 cent hour-
ly minimum for seamen, and they
nope for a favorable WLB deci-
sion, But most such demands
that have come before the WLB
have been denied. This agency
was estabiished to keep wages
frozen.

The WLB is under no compul-
sion to adjust seamen’s wages
now because all maritime unions
are still bound by their no-strike
pledge.

The Stalinist leaders of the
NMU, who are the most vigorous
advocates of the no-strike pledge,
ure asking the national conven-
tion to appropriate funds for “a
tull-scale  publicity  campaign
through the radio, the press and
leaflet distribution, to bring the
truth about seamen’s sub-stand-
ard wages to the American peo-
ple.” This is their proposal to
put “heat” on the WLB.

ALIBI PREPARED

The NMU officials have al-
ready prepared their alibi for a
vejection of their wage demands
by shifting the blame fo the SIU
leadership who, according to
them, stole the NMU *“wage pol-
iey” and rushed to the WLB
without proper preparation of
the case,

The demand for a 55 cent hour-
ly minimum is a poor excuse for
a wage policy. Any seriously
thought-out policy must include
not only wage demands but also
some method for winning those
demands In the almost complete-
ly government-owned maritime
industry, wages can be raised
enly if the operating subsidies,
that are paid out of public funds

operators now draw millions of

| dolars in profits, are converted

into wages.

Delegates to the fifth national
convention of the NMU can cut
through the sham “wage policy”
nf the Stalinists and prepare
their defenses against the Oper-
ators and the government mari-
time boards if they raise the de-
mand for worters' control of the
imerchant marine.

NMU Officials Evade
Fight On Bonus Slash

This demand to give the sea-
men control of the industry will
find wide response among all
maritime workers and, if accom-
vanied by a call for an industry-
wide referendum to the
no-strike pledge, will put an end
to the run-around seamen are
zetting in the ez2ses of both the

reseind

NMU ont SIU waee domands.

BUFFALO UAW SUPPORTS

DETROIT STRIKE MOTIOR

By Bill Grey

BUFFALO, June 28 — Over
300 representatives of a half-
dozen leading, C10O United Au-
tomobile Workers” locals at an
area conlerence here tonight
added their support to the reso-
lution for industry-wide strike
action to smash the Litule Steel
Formula adopted by the UAW’s
Detroit regional conference on
June 14, (See The Militant,
June 23).

By endorsing the Detroit re-
solution, these locals have
gone on record for a 30-hour
week with no reduction in weekly
take-home pay and are calling on
the UAW International Executive
Board to take the first step in
this direction by an immediate
fight for a 40-hour week at 48
hours pay. The resolution in-
cludes the .demand that the In-
ternational KExecutive Board pe-
tition for an industry-wide NLRB
strike vote to back up the union’s
demands,

The area conference also pass-
ed resolutions demanding termi-
nation of all wage and manpow-
er controls and for the immediate
revocation of Executive Order
9240 which in 1942 abolished con-
tractual weeck-end and holiday
premium pay.

RISING MOOD

The policies, endorsed by the
conference testify to the rising
mood of militant resistance of
the UAW workers in this city,
hard-hit by lay-offs, lowered in-
come as a result of a shorter
work weck and no overtime, and
the continuous rise in living
costs.

Thinking ineréasingly in terms
of strike action, the cenference
delegates enthusiastically endor-
sed a resolution demanding that
President Truman grant a full
pardon to William Patterson,
Penngylvania coal miner who is
the first imprisoned victim of the
vicious Smith - Connally anti-
strike act.

This resolution was introduced
Ly Frank Vohs, himself a former
miner, one of the 18 members of
Bell Aircraft Local 501 who were
recently fired for protesting lay-
offs. Vohs described the daily
hardships of the miners and the
stirring fight they have made
against the mine bosses and anti-
labor government agencies. The
applause which greeted the in-
troduction and adoption of this
resolution testified to the enorm-

and from which the parasitical

ous respect the auto workers hold

for the miners becanse of their
successful strike struggles.

Another resolution condemned
the Ball-Burton-Hatch bill now
in the Senate as being designed
to outlaw the right to strike and
the closed shop, and to impose
compulsory arbitration, This re-
solution particularly stressed the
need for independent labor action
to combat this
measure.

Martin Gerber, UAW Region 9
Director, in his opening address

called on organized labor to take |

the initiative in solving the prob-
lems of unemployment and wage
«lashes, declaring that the govern-
ment has no solution for these
problems. He proposed another
UAW vote on the no-strike pol-
icy, stating that since the re-
ferendum last spring sentiment
has changed definitely in favor
of rescinding the pledge.

UAW  Vice-President Walter
Reuther was the main speaker.
His long speech monopolized a
third of the time of the confer-
ence. Typically, it was full of
radical utterances sugar-coating
a reactionary program. He at-
tacked the UAW maintenance
workers' strike in Detroit. He
spoke favorably of the demand
for a 40-hour week at 48 hours’
pay, but offered no clue as to
how to achieve it.

SUPPORT BELL FIGHT

An important action of the
meeting was adoption of a mo-
tion for full support of the fight
of Bell Local 501 to secure re-
instatement of 18 members who
were fired for participation in the
recent “stay-in” demonstration
protesting lay-offs and seniority
violations. Members of Local 501
played a leading part in the con-
ference in advancing a fighting
program. This local, despite the
blows the company has struck at
it, continues in the forefront of
progressive union forces in this
area,

The next step following this
conference will be to secure
formal adoption of the confer-
ence resolutions by all the UAW
locals in this area in order to
bring added pressure on the UAW
Internationa]l Execcutive Board
for effective action on the vital
problems facing the auto work-
ers.

VOTE FOR

DOBBS & SIMPSON
TDOTSKYIST CANDIDATES
IN THE COMING
NEW YORK ELECTIONS

RADE

union-busting |

Which Side Is He On?

Richard Frankensteen, second
vice-president of the C1O United
Automobile Workers, copped him-
self some more of the publicity
the corporation press likes to
give “right kind” of union lead-
ers, when he used the oceasion
of a political broadeast in De-
troit, en June 26, to attack the
more than 50 000 of his union
brothers then engaged in strikes.

Frankensteen, whose strike-
oreaking proclivities o back to
the North  American  Aviation
strike in California in June 1941,
when Roosevelt cal ed  out  the
troops, repeated the hosses” line
~hat strikes are “bad and danger-
ous business in peace” but “in
time of war it is tragic folly.”
The kept press quoted this with
sreat “Amens!”

He also asserted that “many
workers do not know why they
are on strike today, 1 can tell
them that they have been misled

into mobocracy, mot by union
principles of demoeracy.”
Maybe Frankensteen doesn’t

know why the workers are strik-
ing. But the workers know —
— against company provocations
and union-busting, wage slashes,
unemployment. Frankensteen has
coined a new definition of “union
democracy.” In his language it
s the arbitrary act of a union
bureaucrat, misusing his office to
side with the employers against
the will and interests of the over-
whelming majorily of the union
ranks. The auto workers haye
more than once shown elements
like Frankensteen what they
think of this brand of “democ-
racy.” Or has he forgotten Homer

Martin?
* ® %

The Same Old Crap

Joseph Curran and the rest of
the Sta'inists dominating the CI1O
National Maritime Union have
leen handed a problem they're
finding difficult to  solve with
their methods of collaboration
with the shipowners and govern-
ment.  Just after Curran began
talking big about launching a
campaign for a 3200 wmonthly
wage, the Maritime War Kmerg-
ency Board arbitrarvily declared a

big cut in seamen's bonuses,
Cuorran’s organ, The I'itet, June
2, comes out wilh a plaintive

piece, “What Do We Do When
The Bonus Is Cut?" TIt's hard o'
tell whether he’s asking the
members or telling them. Any-
way, Curran comes up with the
happy thought that all the un-
ion needs to do is ask the WILB
e grant wage inereases and make
the inereases retrouctive to July
15, the date when the bonus cut
roes into effect,

Now comes the %64 quesfion.
If the NMU leadership are un-
willing and incapable of leading
the union in an effective struggle

NOTES

By Joseph Keller

UNIO

the retroactive pay to make up
for the bonus cut?

Boiled down Lo ils essence, Cur-
ran's answer to “What Do We
Do When The Bonus Is Cut?” is
Lo go begeing to the WLB, that
i=, do nothing, e is simply try-
g to fool the membership some
more with “pie in the sky”™ prom-
ists of fulure wage increases
while the seamen face real wage
slashes today.

Serap of Paper

Business Week, June 30, re-
ports:  “From his basement
offices in the Ford Motor Co.,
Harry H. Bennett, personnel
director, declared that recent
union actions made it evident
that the company contract
with the T, A. W. was fast
assuming the siatus of a ‘scrap
of paper. Ford sources said
management irritation over
recent strike outbursts was so
intense that a denunciation of
the contract would not be sur-
prising.”’

What Bennett means is that
the company is seizing on the
strikes as an excuse for the
company's attempts to hreak
the contract — which it has
long vialated in practice be- .
cause the union was disarmed
by the mno-strike policy. The
fact is. the strikes, for the
most part, have been provok-
ed precisely hecause the com-
pany has heen flagrantly
violating union contracts.

to prevent the honus ecut, just
how do they propose to win a'
wage increase — no less — and

Rankin's Latest Rash

Yes sir, the worker veterans
have a new ‘‘champion.’ You
might not think it, but Southern
Democeratic Poll-Tax Representa-
tive John E. Rankin of Mississippl
vho heads the House Veterang
Committee, has introduced 3
measure to “improve” the so-
called G. 1. Bill of Rights law.

The “improvement” has noth-
irg to do with getting vetelans
iobs at decent pay, providing
them adequate allowances while
they are unemployed, making
loans available to  them  for
homes, ete. His proposal is an
open shop amendment “to protest
‘hese honorably discharged vet-
crans in their rights to join or
Yefrain from joining lahor un-

Jbre,” ag he explainéd i a sprech

before the House on June 14,

Furny how 2a fellow like
Rarkin, wants to “protect”™ the
veterans by using them a
spearhead to destroy union and
closed shop conditions. This is
on a par with his scandalous
attempts to whitewash and block
the probe of Veierans Adminis-
tration hospitals, where sick and
wounded veterans nave heen sub-
jected to abominable treatment
and conditions,

as
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In The Militant
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AKRON, 0.
which led the 1,000 workers

— In an cffort to smash the strong strike sentiment

in General Tire Co., to vote 75

peveent for a walkout if the eompany did not agree to negotiate
on seniority, the Department of Justice, under orders of Irances

Perkins, Seerctary of Labor,

began a secret investipation of

“subversive” activities. This was the latest move in the offensive
of the rubber barons to smash all progressive elements among
the workers and enforce an open-shop policy through terroriza-

tion.

DETROIT, Mich. — Ford workers revealed that Tord's widely

heralded wage increase to $6.

00 a day netted Ford thousands

of columns of free advertising and boosted his profits. The
$2,000,000 a month added to his payroll cost him nothing, be-
cause workers were speeded up to cover this cost.

GREAT BRITAIN — The Anglo-German naval agreement smashed
th® Versailles Treaty and paved the way for a new world
war. This support of German rearmament was intended to
disrupt the Franco-Soviet pact and win France to an open

anti-Soviet policy; also to

insure Britain

against possible

Nazi military adventures at England’s expense.

ITALY — Given the green light’

for its own imperialist aims by

the Anglo-German treaty, Mussolini officially declared that
“nothing can prevent Italy from going to war with Ethiopia
in October,” thus paving the way toward the next world war.
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Northwest Ohio

Auto Locals Ask

30-Hour Week

By Maggie McGowan

CEDAR POINT, O., June 23—
Reflecting the rising pressure of
the ranks for an effective pro-
gram against wage cuts, rising
prices and unemployment, the

. conference of the Northwest Ohio
Region 2B of the CIO United
Automobile Workers, concluded
here today, adopted resolutions
calling for a 30-hour week with
no reduction in take-home pay,
serapping of the Little Steel
Formula, restoration' of week-end
and holiday premium pay, and
“interpreted” the UAW’s no-
strike pledge to exclude civilian
production.

To implement this program,
the conference demanded that
the Office of Defense Transport-
ation rescind its decision against

Fords Still Happy

The Henry Fords, 1 and
I1, aren’t depressed about the
closing of the Willow Run
plant. The Ford Motor Com-
pany, partially from the prof-
its reaped from the govern-
ment-owned bomber plant,
raised its surplus in 1944 by
$15,931,802, to a total of $685,-
034,092, according to a state-
ment recently filed with the
Massachusetts tax commis-
sioner. During the war, the
Ford Motor Company entered
the billion-deollar class. By De-
cember 31, 1944 its total assets
were $1,021,325,159 (that’s
billions).

the holding of a UAW-CIO na-

tional  convention, originally
scheduled for September in
Grand Rapids, Michigan. The

conference further called on the
UAW convention to. reconsider
the no-strike pledge, or, if the
convention is still banned, that
the union’s International Execu-
. tive Board conduct another refer-
endum on the gquestion, mean-
while adopting the conference’s
“interpretation.”

As a first practical step in
securing the 30-hour .weck de-
mand, the Conference asked the
International Executive Board to
instruct local unions immediately
to institute contract negotiations
for a 40-hour week with 48 hours’
pay.

One of the progressive actions
of the conference, which repre-
sented an estimated 70,000 UAW
members in Toledo and northwest
Ohio, was the adoption of a re-
solution calling on President Tru-

“ man to pardon William Patter-
son, Pennsylvania coal miner and
first American union man to be
“imprisoned under the vicious
Smith-Connally anti-strike law.
The conference also condemned
the new Bali-Burton-Hateh union-
Lusting “Industrial Peace” bill
now before the. Senate and the
use of prisoners of war for work
needed by the unemployed.

The conference did not take a
more decisive position against
the no-strike policy because it
was not strictly representative of
the ranks. In the conference call,
each factory unit, regardless of
size, was allotted just two del-
egates, permitting , the smaller
units to dominate. The larger
shops include the oldest and most
militant locals.

Out of 150 present at the con-
ference only 48 were officially
accredited delegates. The rest in-
cluded local union officers, inter-
national  representatives, ap-
pointed PAC officials and various
other functionaries, who never-
theless were permitted to speak
and vote as though they were re-
gular delegates.

The chief differences at the
conference centered on the no-
strike policy. The original reso-
Jution brought out by the resolu-
tions committee called for out-
right revocation of the no-strike
pledge instead of the formula ad-
vanced by UAW Vice President
Walter Reuther for a no-strike
policy “only” oh war work, the
position advocated at the confer-
ence by Richard Cosser, regional
director and conference chair-
man.
~ When the original resolution
was read, Gosser, who had not
_been paying attention, called for
a discussion. A delegate from the
floor then called for a vote. The
resolution was passed unanim-
ously. This was a vote of the
majority without pressure from
Gosser.

When this resolution passed,
great agitation swept the press
table. Toledo papers, given the
“dope” in advance, were already
on the stroets with a story about
the conference adopting the Re-
utherite position. Gosser was
cornered by the reporters, who
informed him he had pulled a
“boner.”

Gosser then stopped all further
procecedings and announced an
“error” had been made. He made
a patriotic appeal demanding the
delegates reverse their position,

Clayton Rusch, an appointed
chairman of the Toledo PAC and
not an elected delegate, made a
_motion to reconsider. This motion
was passed.

During the discussion, Charles
Clark, delegate from the Spicer
unit of < Local 12, Toledo, and
a member of the resolutions com-
mittee, attempted to. present the
position of his unit of 6,300 mem-
bers, which had passed a resolu-
tion similar to the one adopted
by the recent Detroit regional
conference. This called for an
industry-wide strike vote under
the Smith-Connally Act to put
teeth into the demand for the
30-hour week with no .reduced
pay.

(Gosser interrupted Clark and
would not let him finish his re-
port. The Regional Director tried
to claim that the minority report,
which called for action by the in-
ternational union, meant rescind-
ing the pledge by the conference,
which he said had no authority
to do so. When other Spicer del-
egates sought to get the floor,
Gosser asked that the debate be
stopped by someone moving the
previous question. A motion was
then made and passed, with the
Spicer delegates opposing, to
adopt the position of Gosser.

48,000 Detroit
Workers Strike
For Pay Equality

(Continued from page 1)

hear .their case. Over a month
ago the WLB handed down a de-
cision granting a measly five
cents an hour increase in only
five of the plants.

The indignation of the workers
at this ignoring of their just de-
mands set off the strike action.
This was illustrated by the slo-
gans on, the placards carried by
pickets at the Budd plant de-
manding “equal pay for equal
work” and a “thirty per cent
wage increase for all workers to
méet the rising cost of living.”

The maintenance men ~were
equally resentful at the UAW-
©I0 top officials, who together
with the boss press tried to palm
off the fight as a jurisdictional
dispute with the AFL building
trades. To becloud the main is-
sue they utilized a statement by
Ed Thall, secretary of the Detroit
AFL Building Trades Council,
that “not a hammer would be
lifted by AFL construction work-
ers as long as there was a CIO
maintenance worker on the job.”

This strike action was carried
through in the teeth of opposi-
tion from the entire UAW-CIO
top officialdom, Thomas and
Addes issued statements to the
press condemning the strikers.
Addes characterized the rank-
and-file strike leaders as “Mex-
ican Generals.” International
vice - president Frankensteen
made a radio speech denouncing
the strike as an expression of
“mobocracy!” which would result
in the destruction of the union.
Joseph McCusker, newly-elected
president of Ford Local 600,
showed his true colors by echo-
ing Frankensteen’s -attack upon
the maintenance workers in an-
other radio speech.

But it was Walter Reuther,
UAW vice-president in charge of
the skilled-trades department,
who played the principal role in
attempting to paralyze the strike.
Réuther was present at the meet-
ing held Monday, June 25, by the
CIO Mainteénance, Construction
and Power House Workers Coun-
cil, where 200 delegates &nd 1,000
maintenance men unanimously
passed a resolution to rescind the
no-strike pledge.

They followed up this resolu-
tion with another motion instruct-
ing the delegates to return to their
locals and close the plants until
their wage demands were met.

At thisg point Reuther interven-
¢d to block the move to extend
the strike. After hypocritically en-
dorsing the delegates’ stand
against the no-strike pledge,
Reuther falsely argued that the
motion to extend the strike Was
in contradiction with the pre-
viously passed resolution. In the
subsequent confusion his sug-
gestion to table the motion was
carried.

No sooner had the meeting
sroken up than the men realized
how they had been tricked by
Reuther's maneuver. As a result,
the strike movement flared up
stronger than before and the next
day spread to Ford, Kelsey Hay-
es, Motor Products and Bohn
Aluminum.

Nevertheless Reuther’s maneu-
vers served to cripple the effec-
tive extension of the strike move-
ment and so disoriented the men
that in a meeting with the strike
leaders on Thursday, R. J. Thom-
as prevailed upon them to call off

the strike and go back to work.

consumers goods.

Willow Run - Symbol of American Capitalism

703 < TPED. 5
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This is the huge Willow Run bomber plant as. it is today, anempty, deserted hulk. On June 28, the last of its peak labor force
of 42,000 workers were laid off. It can be converted from a sym bol of capitalist incapacity to produce for peace into a living pro-
ductive agency only through a program of government ownership and operation under workers control to provide jobs and needed

(Continued from page 1)

farmers’ lives better and happier. Plant, machinery, materials, work-
ers—all are at hand.

Only one thing is lacking from the capitalist point of view—
profits. That—and that alone—is what stands in the way of con-
verting Willow Run, and all the other huge government-built and
owned plants which are to be scrapped, into humming, useful means
of production and livelihood.

Must hundreds of thousands and millions of workers face idle-
ness, hunger and misery because a handful of greedy, non-produc-
tive parasites stand in the way? Must the great American working
class, powerfully organized, meckly submit to this decayed system,
in which the means to produce plenty are paralyzed or perverted
to the interests of a profiteering few?

That need not be. The labor movement has already put forward
the answer—the real answer—to the problem so eloquently symbol-
ized by Willow Run. That answer—or a large part of it—was long
ago embodied in the programs of leading unions: THE GOVERN-
MENT ITSELF MUST CONTINUE TO OPERATE THESE
PLANTS.

Two years ago—before the layoffs were an immediate threat
—the CIO United Automobile Workers international board pub-
ligly projected the program of government ownership and operation
during peacetime of the plants the people had built for war, That
was point No. 1 in the program published in the United Automobile
Worker, July 15, 1943. That remains today point No. 1 in any ef-
fective program to meet plant closures.

The Only Solution For Willow Run

Now, however, R. J. Thomas and other UAW-CIO leaders are
running around like scared rabbits, searching frantically everywhere
except in their own union program for the solution to Willow Run.
Thomas fearfully runs to a Henry J. Kaiser—begging “please,
please” won’t Kaiser let the auto workers sweat out more easy
profits for him.

That’s because Thomas, and those like him, fear a real fight.
They know what’s needed. They stated it themselves two years ago,
But it’s a program that means a battle.

The auto union ranks, however, are not fearful of a fight. De-
troit is seething with struggle. Representatives of over 400,000
Detroit UAW members have proclaimed their willingness and readi-
ness for battle. They have called on the leadership for an industry-
wide strike vote.

The CIO workers know they built their unions and won their
initial demands through bitter struggle on the picket lines, by pow-
erful mass action. They are ready to resume that struggle—but not
just for small-change demands. They want permanent seccurity,
decent jobs and pay.

T‘hat means a fight for their own ‘“reconversion” program
against the hunger program of Big Business. They must fight to
reconvert the plants like Willow Run, built by the people, from
mocking, empty symbols of capitalist greed into living realities of
full production. They must fight for government operation of all

Diary of a
STEEL WORKER

By Theodore Kovalesky

“I remember how it was last time,” Tom was telling me,
“When the fellows went away, the politicians went down to the
train and made big speeches about how ‘Everything's going to be
different when you come back,” and when they came back again,
they lynched them in their uniforms!”

Jimmy said, “I know, They told them to take the uniforms off
and get into some overalls. Didn’t have no business in uniform, the
crackers told them. Told them to get some overalls and get to
work. There’s southern democracy for you.”

“That’s not just southern demo-
eracy, Jimmy,” I told him. “That’s
the kind of democracy that exists
in a capitalistic country, north or
south., It was just worse down
there, but not really different. And
that’s just about what the -boys
can expect this time, too.”

“It sure is rotten,” Tom said

angrily. “When a man goes out to
defend his country and then comes
back, and they treat him that
way. . ."”
“But, Tom,” 1 said, “those guys
aren’t out defending their country.
That's what they’re teold, but it
isn't true. What they're defending
isn't their country.- It’s just the
profits of the great steel corporations, the foreign interests cf
Standard Oil and duPont. They’re defending the plantations of the
great rubber companies and the markets where the capitalists
unload their products.

CAPITALISM AND WAR GO TOGET!fER

“You see, Tom, war is part of the capitalist system, Here on
the furnace you can see what's what. We work every day, work day
and night on all shifts, and we produce iron so the company can
make a profit. The capitalists own the company, and they control
the government, as you can sce when you look at the kind of anti-
labor legislation that’s passed, and what the War Labor Board does
to us.

“Well, when there's a war, it’s the same way. On the job, the
worker works for the interest of the boss. In the army, the soldier
fights for these interests. Here on the furnace we risk our lives to
make a profit for the boss. The soldier risks his life more than we
do, and he risks it so the big boss can have a place to get his raw
materials, a place to sell his finished product, and a place where
he can invest his profits and make more profits. We work for these
profits, and a soldier fights for them. How do you like that?”
“Yeah, T know all about that,” Tom grinned. “You and Jimmy
been talking my ear off for years telling it to me. But,” and here
Tom grew serious again and angry, “what I meant js, it sure is a
rotten shame for these guys to go out and fight, and then come
back and be treated like that, even if they are fighting for the
capitalists instead of for their country.”

“It's rotten, all right, Tom,” 1 answered, “but it's the same
as the rest of the workers get. When the war's over, the soldier
stops risking his neck on the battlefield. He isn’t useful to the
capitalist any more. His job is done. Ile’s demobilized, LAID OFF.
When the worker produces all that the capitalists can sell at a
profit, his job’s over. He'’s laid off, or DEMOBILIZED. He's no
more use to the boss. Same thing when he’s too pld to work any
more. He gets thrown out.

WHAT REALLY WORRIES THE BOSSES

“So there they are, both workers and soldiers, out of the hell
of the battlefield and the steel mill. The capitalists don’t need them
and don’t want them. The only thought they have is, ‘Are those
bums, the workers and soldiers, going to cause us any trouble?
Are they going to organize and hurt our business? Are they going
to try to take over the government themselves and bring Socialism,
which would keep us from running the world as we see fit and keep
us from making any more profits? If that's what they're up to,
we'll have to take strong measures and spare no bloodshed to keep
them from doing it'.”

Tom grunted, “It sure is rotten!”

1 grinned. “Well?”

“0.K..” he grinned back. “I'm in your corner. We gotta have
Socialism all right.”

JUDGE GAGS UNION'S PAPER
TO MUZZLE ATTACK ON AVERY.

Sewell L. Avery, head of Montgomery Ward's mail order
empire and the country’s No. | Open Shopper, has secured an
order from the Chicago Superior Court enjoining 7'he Spotlight,
mimeographed publication of the ClIO Retail, Wholesale and
Department Store Employes local here, from printing “untruths”
about Avery. »
The order is so broad that the
judge who issued it can declare
any utterance of the Spotlight to
be an “untruth” and send the
editors, writers and union offi-
cials to jail for alleged contempt.
This might establish a precedent
which could be used to gag any
labor paper at an employer’s re-
quest.

. - -

challenge to freedom of the
press,” stated the ACLU. “In our
opinion no such injunction can
stand the serutiny either of the
courts or of public opinion. It is
just another move in a long
series of acts striking.,. at the
civil rights of workers.”

Avery has successfully defied
WLB and presidential orders to
grant a maintenance of member-

the Willow Runs under workers control.

Following is the text of the yve-
solution calling for a pardon for

ed victim of the Smith-Connally
anti-strike law, adopted June 28
by the Buffalo area conference of
the UAW-CIO:
WHEREAS: William Patter-
son, member of Local 2399, Un-
ited Mine Workers, is now behind
prison bars, the first vietim of
the vicious Smith-Connally Act,
and

WHEREAS: This Act was de-
nounced by the whole labor move-
ment as the most repressive piece
of anti-labor legislation of our
times and as one that is a dead-
ly menace to the most basic right
of labor. the right to strike, and

WHEREAS: The jailing of
Patterson sets a precedent where-
by any or all union men fighting
to maintain hard-won union gains
can suffer a similar fate,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOL-

William Patterson, first imprison-!

VED: That clementary labor so-
adarity  requires that we give
full support to Local 2399, United
Mine Workers, Richeyville, Penn-
sylvania, in the fight to free Pat-
terson and repeal the Smith-
Connally Act, and we demand
that the Irternational Executive
Board do likewise, and :

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:

Buffalo UAW-CIO Resolution
Supporting William Patterson

That we request from President
Truman a complete and full par-
don for William Patterson, and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED:
That copies of this resolution be
sent to Local 2399, UMW, Presi-
dent Truman, the International
Bxecutive Board, UAW, the CIO
and the press,

-

““"Women

ATTENTION! CHICAGO READERS!
GRACE CARLSON

Will Discuss
in Prison’’
Chairman: MIKE BARTEL, Chicago SWP Organizer

SUNDAY, JULY 15, 8 p. m.

BUCKINGHAM HALL

59 East Van Buren Street; 2nd floor

jean

Ohio Auto Parley
Backs Patterson

CEDAR POINT, O., June 23—
A motion calling for the pardon
of coal miner William Patterson,
first imprisoned victim of the
Smith-Connally anti-strike law,
was unanimously adopted here
today at the CIO United Auto-
mobile Workers Northwest Ohio
Regional (Conference, represent-
ing some 70,000 organized work-
ers.

The motion was introduced by
Carl Schick of Toledo Local 12.
He stated that Patterson’s case
was a threat not only to the min-
érs union, but to the entire Amer-
labor movement.  Schick
pointed out_ that all the unions
had denounced the Smith-Connal-
ly Act and that Patterson’s im-
prisonment shows its true intent.

Schick’s motion urged full sup-
port to Patterson, called upon
President Truman to grant him
an immediate and full pardon, and
proposed to notify Patterson’s

UNION FIGHTS BACK

This dangerous blow at labor’s
right to a free press was deliver-
ed in connection with Avery’s
suit for $1,000,000 against the
little union paper which has been
in the forefront of the four-year
battle to unionize the Chicago
center of the vast Montgomery
Ward chain.

The union has chosen to fight
the court’s temporary injuction
as a vicious violation of free
specch and free press. The Spot-
light immediately defied the in-
junction by reiterating its previ-
ous charges against union-buster
Avery and his corporation. These
charges have becen substantiated
by repeated statements and rul-

ship contract to the union for
several years, Only last week he
reiterated his refusal to recog-
nize the union. His high-pow-
ered legal mouthpieces are seek-
ing a U.S. Supreme Court de-
cision over-ruling a recent feder-
al appeals court decision uphold-
ing the “seizure.”

Army officials
running the seized wvroperties
have finally announced they
will put into effect several of
ther WLB rulings of two years
ago. They will noty; however,
pay the almost $2,000,000 in re-
troactive pay which the WLB

awarded the workers.

in charge of

ings of the War Labor Board and

were affirmed in the late Pres-|
ident Roosevelt’s order for the
“seizure” of the Ward properties
in Chicago and Detroit.

Support against the attempted
suppression of The Spotlight has
been offered by the American
Civil Liberties Union which an-
nounced from New York that it
would be “happy to offer its
services in contesting the injunc-
tion .issued in Chicago against
The Spotlight.”

“The case is on its face a clear

in Detroit, Mich.
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Southern Bourbons Filibuster
In Senate Against FEPC Bill

By Larissa Reed

In the name of “democracy”,
the U. S. Senate last week per-
mitted a handful of southern
poll-tax senators, elected by a
tiny minority of their constitu-
encies, to tie up the Senate for
four days in a filibuster design-
ed to prevent passage of the
Fair Employment Practices
Committee appropriation to
protect millions of workers
from discrimination in indus-
try. =i

Using the United States Senate
as the forum for their vicious
Jim Crow attacks upon the Ne-
gro workers, Theodore Bilbo and
James O. Eastland, democratic
senators from Mississippi, launch-
ed their filibuster on June 27
against a bill that would appro-
priate the $446,000 needed for
another year’s FEPC work, and
particularly against its estab-
Iishment as a permanent body to
protect the Negroes from job dis-

crimination. Without continuing
funds, the FEPC is doomed.

In fascist-like utterances, Bilbo
threatened to “talk ’till Christmas
if necessary to stop funds for a
lot of peckerwoods to go around
and meddle in other people’s busi~
ness.” In typical labor-hating
language, he declared: “This is a
damnable, Communist, poisonous
piece of legislation. . . there are
so many niggers it’s like a black
cloud all around you. , . The nig-
gers and the Jews of New York
are working hand-in-hand. If this
bill passes they will be up here
going into every office on Capitol
Hill and saying you’ll have to
stick some Jews in your offices
.« . I’'m not taking any chances
on this bill passing. I'm preach-
ing a sermon in advance. The
FEPC is dead.”

Bilbo's colleague, Sen. James
0. Eastland, went even further in
his swinish Jim Crow slander.
He charged that Negro soldiers
have caused the U. S. to “lose
prestige all over Europe;” that

although they only constituted

one-twelfth of the American ar-
my they were “guilty of over
one-half the crime.” Officials of
Wall Street’s War Department
had “no comment whatever” to
make on this vicious lie.

“The Negro race is surely a
most inferior race,” intoned
Eastland, defender of “white su-
premacy.” He said “Negroes do
not have the creative ability and
genius of the white race.” Then
in a malevolent attack that sound-
ed like Goebbels speaking from
the grave, he stated: “I have in-
formation that in Stuttgart, Ger-
many, between 2,000 and 5,000
Christian, German white girls
were rounded up, herded into a
subway station and there made
the playthings of the French
Senegalese (Negro) soldiers for
four or five days.”

CONTRASTING ACTIONS

The denial of the tiny sum of
$446,000 for the FEPC, that to-
tally inadequate measure which
in 1941 was tacked on to the
War Agencies Bill to make job

discrimination in war plants il-
legal, came the day after the
Senate Appropriations Commit-
tee boosted the OWI appropria-
tion from $18 millions to over
$39 millions. The FEPC as at
present constituted is limited to
outlawing discrimination only in
war plants. It offers no protec-
tion to racial and religious min-
orities working in reconverted or
“peace-time” pursuits. Yet today
this is where protection is need-
ed most,

Before the request for the re-
newed appropriation reached the
Senate, the House Appropriations
Committee acted swiftly to kill
the FEPC. They conducted per-
functory hearings that lasted
about one day and voted against
the appropriation by 18 to 11.
This committee tried to weasel
out of its responsibility by de-
claring that since legislation to
make the FEPC permanent was
pending, “the only logical course
was to withhold the action on the
appropriation!”

COMING HOME, By Lester
Cohen. The Viking Press, New
York, N.Y. 378 pp. $2.75.

Joe Drew, the hero in this no-
vel, believed the war would really
free the world from fear and
fascism. In the marines they
pumped him full of hatred for
the Japanese. On Guadalcanal he
fought as viciously as the rest
and won a silver star for bravery.
Now back home in Pittsburgh,
limping from his wounds, he dis-
covers people who answer to the
indoctrination description of “the
enemy” in every particular —
save the color of their skin
Stella, the girl who bore him a
son after he reached the foxholeg
of the Pacific, tells him on the
night of his return how Stoney
Pike, political boss of the Mill
District, beat her into unconsci-
ousness and then raped her.

Burning with fury, Joec Drew

assaults Pike, thereby incurring
the malevolent hatred of this sery
ant of the stecl barons. Stoney
Pike sets his political machine in
wotion to “get” Joe Drew. His
prospective victim, however, not
only fights back, but demands
Justice. He did not go through
the hell of war, he decides, to
keep in power men like Stoney
Pike.
The ramifications of his strug
gle with Stoney Pike finally touch
the ruler of the Mill District.
This man is Eugene Osmond, in-
dustrial titan. He rose to power
by developing inventions stolen
from Drew’s father. He helped
arm the Germans and Japanese;
he still retains his international
cartel connections, and in the very
midst of the slaughter is busily
laying down the foundations of
the Third World War.

IN A TRAP

Joe Drew gains a terrifying
inkling of the real character of
society as Stoney Pike’s political

machine closes in remorselessly.
With a possible 14 years’ prison
sentence hanging over him, the
wounded marine feels trapped by
forces far more vicious than any-
thing he experienced on the bat-
tlefield. He begins to wonder if
the soldiers haven’t fought and
died in vain. Perhaps the poor
people of Germany, Japan and
America have a common foe in
the postwar world!

Cohen achieves greatest verisi-
militude in his handling of the
viffraff in the lower rungs of the
capitalist political apparatus: the
volitical boss, the judges, police-
men, He dissects them with cut-
ting irony, exposing their ignor-
ance, stupidity, greed, pettiness,
and abject servility to the steel
kings.

His least convincing characters
are radicals. The Anarchist agi-
tator never emerges from the
shadows. His Communist is a
wealthy heirvess! Can the author
have been unfavorably impressed
by the radicals he knows?

Stalinists and their petty-bour-
geois circle of sympathizers?
Not even his proletarians are
well rounded, despite his sympa-
thy for them.

HATE PROPAGANDA

Coming home is of course only
a novel. Yet it deals with the
two crucial questions facing
every returning soldier: what is
the world really like? What kind
of world shall we build? Tt is,
therefore, subject to political
criticism.  And in this respect
the book cannot be given a clean
bill of health.

The reader is mnever certain,
for instance, whether the caley-
lating greed and ruthless egotism
of Judge Fretz, chief advisor of
Osmond, is innate in capitalism
or is “Germanism.” The use of
such a label is too closely in tune

SWP BRANCH
ACTRVITIES

SWP BRANCH ACTIVITIES ..

CHICAGO — Grace Carlson will
speask on “Women in Prison”
at Buckingham Hall, 59 East
Van Buren St., 2nd floor, Sun-
day, July 15 at 8 P. M. Chair
man, Mike Bartel, Chicago
SWP Organizer.

DETROIT — Hear Grace Carlson
on “Women in Prison”, Wed-
-nesday, July 11, 8 P.M, 12
Horsemen’s Civil Center, 114
Erskine at John R. Auspices:
Socialist Workers Party.

“Dollar Diplomacy in South
America” is the topic of the
July 156 Sunday night forum.
Speaker H. Mason * Auspices:
Socialist Workers Party, 8513
Woodward Ave.,, Room 21, 8
P.M.

LOS ANGELES — The last of a
series of lectures on Stalinism
by Murry Weiss will be held
on July 15, 8 P.M, at 232 S. Hill
St, Room 200-5. Topic: “Stalin-
ism and the American Labor
Movement.” Auspices: Socialist
Workers Party.

California readers can obtain
copies of The Militant and
Fourth International and other
Marxist books and pamphlets
as well as information about
the SWP at the following pla-
ces in the Lios Angeles area:
LOS ANGELES, Socialist
Workers Party, Rooms, 200-05,
232 B. Hill St.; SOUTHGATE,
Labor Book Shop, 8026 Seville
Ave.: SAN PEDRO, Socialist
Workers Party, 1008 S, Pacific,
Room 214. For additional in-
formation phone VA-7936,

_ Make your reservation now
for the WEST COAST VACA-
TION SCHOOL. Situated at

the Workmen’s Circle Camp in

Carbon Canyon, San Bernar-
dino County, it is two miles
from Lavida Hot Springs and
32 miles from Los Angeles.

Rates: $20 per week for
adults, $36 for two weeks, $15
yper week for youth from 12 to
18, $25 for two weeks.

For reservations and further
information write to Janice
Martin, Director, West Coast
Vacation School, 232 S. Hill St.,
Room 205, Los Angeles, Calif.

MILWAUKEE — Hear Grace
Carlson speak on “Women in
Prison”, Tuesday, July 17, 8
P.M. at Pfister Hotel. Auspices:
Socialist Workers Party.

NEW YORK — A Beach Party
for the Trotskyist Youth Group
will be held on Sunday, July 8.
Meet at 116 University Place
at 10:30 A.M. Bring lunch and
bathing suits.

Harlem Militant Discussion
Group will meet on Wednesday,
July 11, 8 P.M. at French Col-
onial Hall, 225 West 118th St.

PORTLAND, ORE. — Sammy’s
Shine and Smoke Shop, 240 N.
Broadway, Portland, Ore. now
carries The Militant. Phone
Murdock 1064.

SAN FRANCISCO — We are
planning a “Friends of the
Militant” Dinner on Sunday,
July 15, 305 Grant Ave. 4th
floor. Dinner served from 6 to
8. $1.50 per plate. Dancing, en-
tertainment, refreshments

TACOMA — A meeting of The
Militant Forum will be held on
Wednesday, July 11, 8 P.M. at
Oddfellows Hall, 6th and Faw-
cett. Dan Roberts will discuss
“American Workers Need =
Labor Party” Questions and

Has,
he limited his observations to the

with Allied hate propaganda to
free the author from suspicion of
4 concession to the war pressure.

DANGER OBSCURED

Again, to disclose Stoney Pike’s
iendency toward fascism, Cohen
1efers to Pike’s ties with Hitler-
ites and Bundists. The danger
of native fascism is thereby ob-
scured. Entanglement with alien
fascism is a transient phenom-
enon. When the time comes, the
native fascists will consciously
avoid such politically ‘damaging
ties, and even organize under the
banner of opposition to fascism.

Another serious political fault
in Cohen’s presentation of the
postwar problem is his ineclina-
tion to indulge in symbolical class
collaboration. On the battlefield,
the son of Osmond, the steel
tycoon, fights side by side with
Joe Drew and dies in his arms.
Dramatic punch is given to this
scene by the fact that defective
equipment sold by the father to
the armed forces led to the son’s
death. But realistic depiction of
the class struggle in the novel
would have made Osmond’s son
far more likely an officer than
a bosom companion of the prole-
tarian Drew.

Crassest of all is tyeoon Os-
mund’s fatherly interest in Drew
— he thinks of making him his
heir! And Drew’s filial interest

A CORRECTION

A typographical error occurred
in Joseph Hansen’s article, “Ne-
gro Soldiers Expose Rankin’s Ra-
cial Lies,” published ®n Page
Four of last week’s Militant, The
third line refers to “soldiers sta-
tioned at the Negro-psychiatric
Hospital, Northport, N. Y.” This
institution, however, is the Neuro-
psychiatric Hospital and its in-
mates are white soldier-patients.

in Osmund — he begins to over-
look his role as war-maker and
see him more as an organizer of
industry. He is willing to sell his
mventive talents to Osmund. In
return he asks Osmund to promise
to give up selling arms to other
countries, to renounce cartel con-
irol of new deadly refinements
in armaments. And Osmund
genially promises! The hope of
reforming capitalists out of their
cvil ways is the rankest Utopian-
ism,

BOOK HAS MERIT

Despite these faults, the book
heas considerable merit. It flatly
Jays down the certainty of a
Third World War if the steel
baron continues his manner of
rule. It projects the possibility
of native fascism if the Stoney
Pikes continue ‘to dominate poli-
ties, It attacks race prejudice.
it exposes the role of the judi-
ciary, showing how utterly sub-
servient it is to the interests of
the capitalists. It discloses the
real masters of the country and
bares their rapacious anti-social
character.

Reviewed by Joseph Hansen

By Jack Miller

READING, June 24 — Over
two hundred people, the majority
of whom were trade unionists,
gathered on a farm near Reading
today to relax from the grueling
routine of daily toil in the fac-
torys, shops and mills at a picnic
sponsored by the Berks County
Workers' Forum.

It was pleasant to be able to
meet fellow workers in the coun-
{ry under a warm sun surround-
ed by green grass and verdant
trees. There were bountiful re-
freshments to be had, including
beer, spaghetti, soup and hot
dogs.

'The picnic took on a more se-
rious air in the late afternoon
when this large gathering of
workers heard Vincent Dunne,
Minneapolis labor leader and de-
fendant in the Minneapolis case,
speak about the situation in the
labor movement today.

Comrade Dunne said that the
precedent sef, by the bosses in
sending 18 members of the So-
cialist Workers Party to prison
for the sole crime of expressing
their opinions on questions vital

Reading Outdoor Meeting
Hears Address By Dunne

to every working man and woman
was now being used against other
sections of the labor movement.

BACK PATTERSON

He explained how the capital-
ists who owned the Pennsylvania
coal mines had railroaded a mili-
tant mine union member to pris-
on because he refused to scab on
his fellow workers who were out
on strike. This is merely the be-
ginming of an entire series of re-
pressions and jailings designed to
destroy the trade union move-
ment,

When Comrade Dunne had con-
cluded his remarks the gathering
adopted a resolution of solidarity
which was sent William Patter-
son, incarcerated in Fayette
County Prison, Uniontown, Pa.

The picnic was so successful, it
was decided to hold another in
the near future, only this time
more elaborate. This picnic will
be sponsored jointly by the Phila-
delphia, Reading and Allentown
branches of the Socialist Work-
ers Party and will be held near

Quakertown, Pa. on Sunday
August b.

Janice Martin, Director,
232 S. Hill Street, Room 205,
Los Angeles 33, Calif.

(as payment in full).
Name of Applicant ..........

Address .

Discussion

RESERVATION BLANK
West Coast Vacation School

I should like to make the following reservations:
(Please Check) Single [] Couple [ Family ]
List all who will attend

Reserve accommodations for the above from..... ....... SR
$0s e s sus s «... I encloge $....... Sy Siste (as a deposit)

..........

sas s asennann

(please sign)

Negro Boys in Chains

Atrocities occur in America

too. Here are two 15-year-old

Negro boys who a couple of weeks ago were found in heavy
shackles at the Fulton County Industrial Farm, near Atlanta, Geor-
gia. E. J. Waits, farm superintendent. explained he used these
cruel, methods on Negro youngsters to keep them from escaping.

A.P.Photo

If you are Italian and
Then I am proud to be

>

A fellow countryman. I

A Greek will say “You

Or spit in his eyc.

I am whatever you are,
You no less than I.

FELLOW COUNTRYMEN

I am whatever vou are:
Your friend and brother,
Your drinking companion.

And when you ask me I will tell you that.

A Scandinavian might see,
In my brown hands and sailing ways,

Because I have a dark and swarthy look,

A brother has eagerly recognized me,
And I am glad to be a Greek.

Some may guess me Hebrew, Slavie, Spanish,
Shall T deny my Spanish, Slavic, Hebrew descent?
I am all of these to my valiant comrades.

A savage wrack-brain of my company
Insinuates against the Negroes’ equal manhood.
I quietly explain his error—

Negroes are not ashamed
Naming me one of their own. I am proud.

proud,
Italian,

am that.

are Greek!"™

L. A.

Milwaukee CRDC
Holds Gay Outing

MILWAUKEE — Like the 18
Trotskyist defendants who turn-
ed the tables in Minneapolis Fed-
eral Court by indieting their ac-
cusers as agents of a rotten sys-
tem, the Milwaukee Civil Rights
Defense Committee turned to
good account the storm that
broke over its June 24 pienie by
turning the picnie into a stirring
barn meeting.

Held at the beautiful wooded
farm of a committee supporter,
the activity-packed picnic was
attended by fifty colored and
white workers as well as a dozen
children.

At the barn meeting in the
late afternoon labor songs were
sung between speeches. Mrs.
Betsy Stergar, CRDC chairman,
reviewed the prosecution of the
18 Minneapolis labor leaders and
Trotskyists.

“The Minneapolis Labor Case
marked a turning point for Amer-
ican Jabor, said Jack O’Connell,
guest speaker from the Socialist
Workers Party.

Grateful picnickers found the
CRDC a solution to household
problems when fifteen pounds of
surplus frankfurters were sold
at,cost and packaged pounds of
sugar were given away at card
tables.

Children’s games were organ-
ized and prizes awarded. Other
activities included a ball game,
strawberry picking, a drawing on
prizes solicited from local firms,
and the regular picnic spree in
ice cream and beverages. The
CRDC netted a substantial profit.

Ask Your Shopmate
to Subseribe to
The Militant

Pioneer
Notes

nz
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Orders for Pioneer's mnewest
pamphlet, Resolutions of Eleventh
Convention of the American
Trotskyist Movement, continfe to
come in from the SWP branches.
Within only a month of the date
of publication, 17 branches have
ordered 748 of the pamphlets —
an unusually high number for
such a short period of time. Four
branches — Allentown, Philadel-
phia, San Francisco and St. Louis
— have sent for considerably
more pamphlets than was expect-
ed in view of their size. San
Francisco writes: “We feel that
50 copies is only our first order.
I am sure that in a short time
we will send for more.”

Several new subseribers to The
Militant have also written in ask-
ing for the pamphlet.

Readers who have been follow-
ing in recent issues of The Mili-
tant the articles on the so-called
“change of line” of the Stalinists
in this country, the treacherous
role they are playing in the coali-
tion government in Italy, and the
take fight they are putting up
against the monarchy in Belgium,
will be interested in reading the
vosition of the Socialist Workers
I’arty on Stalinism in the United
States and in Europe.

On pages 14-15 of the pamph-
let the traitorous program of the
Stalinists in this country is dis-
cussed and their role as “a strike-
breaking agency in the service
of the employers” is exposed. The
sccond resolution in the pamph-
‘et devotes a large section, pages

33-41, to a detailed analysis of| N, Y.

The NEGRO

conclusion that we are overdoing

tenths of the American populatio
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Why Trotskyists Fight for Negro Rights

The Militant is so consistently going to bat for the oppresse,d
Negro minority that some misdirected brothers who haven’t
given the subject too much thought occasionally jump to the
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the thing.

Many workers, realizing that the whites comprise nine-

n, have a tendency to feel that

too many Negroes in the revolutionary movement will certainly

repel the prejudiced whites. &
“If we put up too much of a
ight against Jim Crow and the
other forms of oppression which
are exclusively reserved for the
dark-skinned workers,” they say,
“we will attract a disproportion-
ate number of Negroes to the
movement and we will be looked
upon as an idealistic bunch of
‘Nigger lovers’ — thus defeating
our purpose.”

Now, it is certainly true that
there are thousands of prejudiced,
miseducated whites whom we
must win over in order to gain
4 majority of the workers and
thereby abolish capitalism and
estabish Socialism. But just be-
cause we don't have enough of
these eclements with us at the
present time is no automatic in-
dication that we could have too
many Negroes,

WHAT IT PROVES

On the contrary, if we attract
a disproportionate number of Ne-
oro -workers — those who are the
most oppressed under the capi-
talist system — it proves the cor-
rectness of our Marxist program,
He who has nothing to lose and
everything to gain, that is, the
peor guy on the vory bottom of
the heap, will inevitably exert
the greatest effort in throwing off
the fellow on top who is holding
everybody down.

Karl Marx, although himself
from the middle class, realized
that it would only be the most
severely oppressed working class
who would want or wouid need
to lead the fight for Socialism,
that is, only those who had “noth-
ing to lose but their chains.” He
further understood that even
within that oppressed class those
who were farthest down in the
ecconomic scale because of their
color would have to gain an equal
fichting status before the battle
could be won. I refer to his fam-
ous quotation which is carried
at the top of this column,

Trotsky, continuator of the in-
ternationalism of Marx and Len-
in, warned the American revolu-
tionists that they could never be-
come a real working-class party
until they stood at the head of
the struggle for Negro equality.
That would be the test.

History proves that most people
throw off false Deliefs only
through experience gained in
struggle. Through common

workers against their common
cppressor — the boss class —
lhe job of “educating” the pre-
judice white workers will be ac-
complished.

THOSE WE DEFEND

To those who may still think
we are pro-Negro in a narrow
sense, we call attention to the
articles by Joseph Hanson in The
Militant of June 9 and 23, con-
demning the indiscriminate bomb-
ing and burning of millions of
imnocent Japanese workers. The
Militant is the only paper that
has condemned these atrocities
which are now admittedly being
perpetrated on a mass scale in
this imperialist war between the
ruiing classes of America and
Japan.

At present the Japanese toiling
class is suffering the brunt of the
oppressive results of this barbaric
capitalist “civilization.” We there-
fore spring to their aid — and
they are certainly not American
Negroes. Genuine revolutionists
can not do otherwise than go to
bat for that segment of the
working class which is most sev-
erely oppressed by the system at
the given time. This holds true
be they black, brown, yellow or
white, natives of Walla Walla,
Timbuetu or Chitterlingswitch,
Georgia. Our mnation-wide and
our world-wide policies are -es-
sentially the same.

Here is another example. Grace
Carlson, one of the leaders of
the Socialist Workers Party, is
now conducting a nation-wide
tour to expose the shocking con-
ditions of “Women in Prison.”
She is making it clear that it is
not the imprisoned individuals
who are guilty of any “crime”
but, rather the oppressive forces
of capitalistic society which have
put them behind bars. What is
that but going to bat for the
“underdog” and yet there is cer-
‘tainly no “nigger-loving” motive
involved here.

The truth of the matter is this:
The Negro worker will fight
through to the end because, due
to his double oppression, he will
he forced to fight through to the
end. The program of The Militant
— for a BSocialist society — is
the only program by which the
Negro can fight through to the
end. That is why more and more
Negro workers are rallying to

struggle of Negro and white

our banner.

REVOLUTIONARY

Politics, considered as a mass
historical force, always lags be-
hind economic¢s. Thus, while the
reign of finance capital and trust
monopolies already began to-
wards the end of the nineteenth
century, the new epoch in inter-
national politics which reflects
this fact, first begins in world
polities with the imperialist war,
with the October Revolution, and
the founding of the Third Inter-
national.

The explosive character of this
new epoch, with its abrupt
changes of the political flows and
¢bbs, with its constant spasmodic
class struggle between fascism
and communism, is lodged in the
Fact that the international capi-
talist system has already spent
itself and is no longer capable of
progress as a whole. This does
not mean to imply that individual
branches of industry and individ-
val countries are incapable of
growing and will not grow any
more, and even at an unpreced-
cnted tempo,

Nevertheless, this development

the Kremlin's counter-revolu-
tionary program in Europe.
“Stalin’s program both internal
and external 1is reactionary
Lhrough and through... Stalin is
petraying the European revolu-
tion through his agents from
within and has given clear warn-
ing that he will if necessary at-
tempt to drown it in blood from
without... The working class must
be prepared to combat Stalinist
treachery and secll-outs. The
Fourth Internationalists will
work unceasingly to destroy the
Stalinist influence in the labor
movement. This is an indispens-
able prerequisite for healthy
growth and success.”

* % %

Resolutions of Eleventh Con-
vention of the American Trot-
skyist Movement, 15¢. Order
from Pioneer Publishers, 116

CHARACTER

OF THE EPOCH WE LIVE IN

proceeds and will have to proceed
to the detriment of the growth
of other branches of industry and
of other countries. The expendi-
tures incurred by the productive
system of world capitalism de-
vour its world income to an in-
creasing degree. And inasmuch
as Europe, accustomed to world
domination, with the inertia ac-
quired from its rapid, almost un-
interrupted growth in the prewar
period, now collides more sharply
than the other continents with
the new relation of forces, the
new division of the world mark-
et, and the contradictions deep-
ened by the war, it is precisely
in Europe that the transition
from the “organic” epoch to the
revolutionary epoch was particu-
larly precipitous.

Theoretically, to be sure, even
a new chapter of a general
capitalist progress in the
most powerful, ruling, and
leading countries is not excluded.
But for this, capitalism would
first have to overcome enormous
barriers of a class as well as of
an inter-state character. It would
have to strangle the proletarian
revolution for a long time; it
would have to enslave China
completely, overthrow the Soviet
republic, and so forth. We are
still a long way removed from
all this.

(From “Third International
After Lenin,” pp 80-81, Pioneer
Publishers, 1936.)
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United Nations Charter Designed To Hide
eals Of Imperialists

Undercover Robber D

(Continued from page 1)

cut “recommendation” of the Seec-
urity  Council.  Still  further,
while the Security Council is con-
sidering a case, the General As-
sembly cannot even make recom-
mendations concerning the *“dis-
pute” or “situation”™ except on
request of the Security Councii!

Thus if Wall Street should suc-
ceed in having United States
marines sent fo some Latin Amer-
ican country, and the case came
hefore the Generzl Assembly, it
could do absolutely nothing save
pass the case on — if it saw fit
— to the Security Council.

The Security Council thus ex-
ercises all the power of the Unit-
ed Nations organization. This
body consists of five permanent
members representing the U, S,
Great Britain, France, China, and
the U.S.S.R. and six members
elected from time to time out of
the General Assembly.

But the peace-making powers
of this body, too, are singularly
limited. First of all, it camnot
“intervene in matters which are
essentially within the domestic!
jurisdiction of any state.” If the

British imperialists, -for instance,
begin bombing the people of In-

dia, the United Nations organiza-
lien could not intervene, Such a
case has already occurred. Dur-
ing the conference sessions,
France bombed and killed ten
ithousand Algerian natives, with-
out violating any of the provi-
sions of the Charter. In the
United States, millions of colored
people could protest racial dis-
erimination and segregation, but
their “dispute” or “situation”
would be excluded from consider-
«tion of the UNO.

CANNOT STOP WAR

On top of this, “nothing in the
present Charter precludes the ex-
istence of regional arrange-
ments...” If Churchill and Stalin
make a deal carving up the Bal-
kans into spheres of influence,
the Charter does not apply. The
civil war provoked in Greece by
Allied %)ops as well as the con-
tinued rdign of terror there do
not come within the jurisdiction
of this remarkable Charter.

As for the aspirations of the
hundreds of millions of people in
the colonies, the Charter does not
even offer them eventual free-
dom. Instead, it sanctifies their
oppression by the imperialist

powers. It speaks grandly of

“international trusteeship” for
colonial areas and then adds: “It
will be a matter for subsequent
agreement as to which territories
in the foregoing categories will
be brought under the trusteeship
system and upon what terms.” It
would be difficult to find a more
shameful subterfuge to cover up
the intention of these hypoeritical
imperialists to continue their ex-
ploitation of the colonial masses!

Nor is this all. To cover any
angles overlooked, Article 80 spe-
cifies: “Nothing in this chapter
¢hzll be construed... to alter in
eny manner the rights whatso-
ever of any states or any peoples
or the terms of existing interna-
tional instruments to which mem-
bers of the United Nations may
respectively be  parties.” If
France and England have agree-
ment on which rules Syria, the
Charter does not apply!

VETO POWER

The Sceurity Council would
thus seem to be thoroughly bound
to carry out no action that would
conflict with the greedy interests
of the imperialist members. But
this was still not enough. 1If a
single one of the “Big Five” in
the Security Council casts a vote

against any proposal for action,®

that single vote acts as a veto!
if the Sccurity Council should
propose some action which the
U, S. representative feels in-

fringes on Wall Strect’s interests, |

he can stop the whole machinery
with a simple “nay.” Since this
applies equally to the other big
powers, it is clear that the UNO
czn take no action whatsoever
that displeases a single one of
them.

Why was this veto provision
included? The truth is the Big
Allied Powers are not only allies.
They are also rivals. As rivals
they suspect each other. They
fknow it is only a question of time
antil their rivalries reach the ex-
plosive point ¢f a Third World
War. When that happens they
want to prevent any of the others
from utilizing the UNO machin-
ory as a weapon. 8

The New York Times, organ
of American Big Business, admit-
ted in its June 29 editorial: “The
truth is that it is the veto that
makes ratification certain in the
Senate — the veto which guar-
antees American ‘sovéreignty’.”

And this is tne Charter the
imperialists claim will bring peace
to the world!

CPA LEADER ADMITS PARTY ANTI-DEMOCRAIIC:
BUT PROPOSED CURE WON'T CHANGE ANYTHING

A revealing plimpse into the stagnant internal life of the
Communist Political Association has been provided by one of the
discussion articles in the June 20 Daily Worker.

Here is what has been happening in a typical branch of the

CPA:

“(1) Average attendance at meetings—10 per cent,

“(2) Year-round absentees—60 per cent.

“(3) Only one consistent activity—the (Sunday) Worker
route, ’

11(4)

all active.

“(5) Leaders 100 per cent engrossed in routine business and

visiting members.

“(6) Literature sales—almost nil.”

The functionary who reveals

order to reassure members, who know all this very well, that the
new turn will change all this. But nothing in the new turn will
thange the fundamental causes for this situation.

Phony Promises of Cenuine Democracy

Membership in mass organizations—40 per cent, almost

these facts obviously does so in

in-chief in Holland, borrowed

armed.”

"HIGH LEVEL FRATERNIZATION

From the London Times, May 18, comes this account of
“fraternization on the higher levels” between the Nazi military
chiefs and the Allied brass hats.

“Field-Marshal Blaskowitz,

ammunition from the First Canadian Corps to execute 10
German soldiers who tried to escape in civilian clothes. They
were given a summary trial and found guilty of desertion.
“German discipline in Holland has remained consistently
high, and Canadian headquarters are generally satisfied with
cooperation from Blaskowitz. About 98,000 Germans are now
under guard, but 1,000 Germans, all of them headquarters
or security men, are still walking the streets of Holland fully

An Allied soldier who talks to a German child could be
court-martialed, but Allied high officers could collaborate

who was German commander-
10 rifles and 100 rounds of

As part of the new turn, the OPA leadership is making fervent
promises that henceforth there will be genuine democracy in the
organization.- To make this more plausible, the Daily Worker
discussion articles confess that there has been no democracy
hitherto, and the article cited above adduces this fact as the
explanation for the situation it describes. It says:

“The reason why most absentees prefer other meetings, the
movies, or their homes on CPA meeting nights is that they see
"~ no particular point in attending. They are just plain not interested
in the things that usually take place at our meetings. Either they
are never asked to help make decisions or their opinions are invited
in such a way that only one conclusion is welecomed, or again
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with and arm a German Field-Marshal to shoot as “deserters”
men who refused to wear Hitler's uniforms any more.

perhaps there are no terribly important or inferesting decisions
to be made at the periodic meetings of the club.”

Every CPA member should ask himself: once the present ritual
of breast-beating is over and the “new” line established, is there
any reason to believe that the anti-democratic situation in the party
will not be the same as before? How did the anti-democratic situa-
tion come to be, in the first place? Can anyone seriously believe
that it was simply Browder's fault and that he dragged the whole
leadership-along? Isn't it clear that there is something deeper here
than a “blunder” by the leadership?

What that something decper is, the OPA member could discover
by comparing notes with a member of the Social Democratic
Federation. The latter organization is certainly more demoeratic
than the CPA, but its members would tell the same story: poor
attendance at meetings, leaders engrossed in routine business and
visiting members, poor literature sales, ete. That organizational
picture is, indeed, the familiar one of a reformist political organiza-
tion. s

Aetivities Contradict Socialist Aims

In such organizations there is no connection between the
activities and the original socialist aims for which the member
joined. What connection is there between supporting Truman and
socialism? Between supporting the no-strike pledge and the class
spruggle? Between supporting the war against Japan and in-
ternational working-class solidarity ? Between “national unity” and
the political independence of the proletariat?

The Daily Worker discussion article proposes as part of the
solution for this situation: “Initiate a period of serious and or-
ganized study of our Marxist classies.” The fact that these classics
have not been hitherto a “serious and organized study” is not an
accident, either in the CPA or in the Socil Democratic Federation.
In both cases the leadership can have no desire to get the members
to read classics whose principles are polar opposites to what the
organization is actually doing. )

‘Periodically, however, the leadership does try to give the
members something by starting Marxist study groups. The mem-
bers, hungry for knowledge, respond. But on the one hand the
leadership has no persistent interest in encouraging such study;
on the other hand, the study of the Marxist classics is so divorced
from the reformist activities of the organization that it is like
studying a dead language. The Marxist study groups dic away,
until again at another time they are offered the membership as
ersatz, a substitute for class-struggle activity.

The only kind of workers’ party in which there can be a rich
internal life—and that’s what real democracy means as distinet
from merely formal democeracy—is one which in its actual activities
is fighting the capitalist class and government and pointing the
way toward the socialist revolution. In that kind of party the
leadership is not committed to supporting a line which goes against
the grain of the membership, and therefore welecomes the member’s
criticisms and proposals. Then the member’s daily life in the factory
and among his fellow-workers becomes really connected with what
his party is doing, and the organization really comes alive.

Life in a Rea! Revolutionary Party

Members don’t just hang on because they sce no other alterna-
tive, but attend meetings and plunge into activity, They sell
literature because they vitally believe in it. Leaders spend their
time, not in routine, but in the new opportunities which the class
struggle opens up daily. There is unity between what the member
believes in and what the party asks him to do.

Every CPA member must ask himself: is there anything in the
“new” turn which will bring about such unity? On the contrary,
once again he must support the no-strike pledge, the war, the
Truman administration, unity with “progressive” - capitalists, etc.
ect. The breast-beating in the Daily Worker will change nothing.
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‘less than $1,500 a year.

Toiling in Cotton Fields

This is a drawing of a Negro agricultural worker at hig toil.
These workers are among the most eruelly exploited of the millions
of sub-standard wagce-earners in America.

From a Fresco Painting by A.J.T.

Millions Receive Less
Than Subsistence Pay

Almost half of the American
wage-earners secure wages of
less than 65 cents an hour —
cquivalent in present purchasing
power to less than the govern-
ment’'s WPA Emergency Budget
of 1935.

The rapid shift to consumer
goods production and the service
trades from the higher paying
war industries will mean a tre-
mendous cut in mass purchasing
pewer,

Millions of soldiers seeking
jobs after their discharges will
find that in most instances they
will be able to secure only wages
that are below their present Army
incomes.

These are some of the vital facts
sbout the wartime and prospec-
live peacetime wages in this
country contained in the impor-
tant new pamphlet issue by the
CIO Department of Research, en-
titled Substandard Wages.

LOW INCOMES

During the war, when the cor-
poration propagandists spread
the lies that the workers were
fretting rich, one-third of Amer-
iea’s families received incomes of
This
fact is cited from an OPA study.
“"Yet the minimum subsistence
level for a family of four, hus-
band, wife and two children, ac-
cording to the joint findings of
the CIO Textile Workers and the
U. S. Bureau of Labor Statistics,
is 81,752 a year at present prices,
This provides only for bare me-
cessities and not such “luxuries”
as education, recreation and ade-
quate medical care.

In order to secure this bare
mwinimum a worker would have to
carn 87! cents an hour for a
continuous 50 weeks of 40 hours
work. This is higher pay than

a majority of American workers
earned during the war, when
rates were at their highest level.

The greatest unemployment
will come in those industries
which paid the highest wage rates
during the war — aireraft, auto,
cteel, transportation, shipbuild-
ing. The choice of available
peacetime jobs will be largely in
the industries now paying sub-
standard wages.

WHAT FIGURES REVEAL

IFor instance, seven out of
every ten workers in the service
industries (hotels, restaurants,
laundries, ete.) now earn less
than 31500 a year.

One-half those employed in in-
surance, finance and real estate
earn less than $1500 annually.

One-fourth of all those em-
rloved in transportation, com-
munications, wholesale trade and
manufacturing earn wartime in-
comes below $1500 a year,

An overwhelming proportion
of the millions of farm and white
ccllar workers likewise earn less
than $1500 a year.

Even if the present level of
business aetivity is continued, a
return to the peacetime industries
and types of employment, with
their substandard wages, would
mean a reduction of the national
payroll from the current $90 bil-
lions annually to only $70 bil-
lions.

Such a drastic cut in mass
purchasing power would automa-
tically bring reduced production
ond mass unemployment.

That is the future which con-
fronts the American wage-earner
and returned war veteran. Not
(60,000,000 jobs at the wages of
tecent living, but insecurity and
poverty.

Stalinist Treachery
In Greek Struggle

(Continued from page ‘1)

government of mnalional unity...
did not adequately guarantee the
vealization of national unity...”
But it was preciseiy this “unity”
which led to one of the bloodiest
slaughters in the history of
CGreece!

They “sift” out another error:
“Although EAM-ELAS liberated
four-fifths of Greece before the
British landing, and many freed
territories were administered by
democratically-clected local gov-
ernments, no central government-
al authority ever was chosen by
xll the people as in the case of
Yugoslavia.,” But it was the
Stalinists who welcomed British
troops. It was the strategic line
nf rejecting the Soviet system
tor Greece that prevented the
establishment of a central gov-
ernment authority, It was the
Stalinists who agreed to give up
the arms of the Greek people.
None of these crimes are criti-
cized! .

“Communist ministers,” con
tinues the Daily Worker, “even
signed anti-popular financial laws
of the Papandreou government,
and this too, was scored as a
‘rightist’ error.” But it was Stal-
inist support of the British pup-
pet, Papandreou that paved the
way for Allied tanks, airplanes
«nd bombs. This error is white-
washed with a criticism about
signing “financial laws!”

And now the Stalinists lay it
on thick and white: ‘“Favorable
cecasions were missed for arriv-
ing at an agreement with British
military authorities while it was
possible to obtain better terms
than those of the Varkiza agree-
rient, which came after a mili-
tary defeat in Athens.” Not a
word about these troops coming
with Stalin’s consent! Not a word
about the deal between Churchill
and Stalin, dividing up the Balk-
uns into spheres of influencel
The “criticism” is that the Stal-
inists didn’t surrender quickly
enough to the British butchers!

The Stalinist heroes even man-

age to include a slanderous smear
of the revolutionary Greek fight-
ers who resisted the British and
native reaction: “The arrest of
unarmed citizens, even as a meas-
are of defense to counterbalance
the taking of hostages by Papan-
dreou and Gen. Scobie, was a
serious politicat mistake.” The
hloodthirsty monarchists took
hostages by the thousands — but
the Stalinists consider defensive
retaliation a “mistake.” Thus do
they support Churchill’'s vicious
sianders of the Greek workers!

While rifle shots of the ex-
ecutioners still echo in the moun-
tains of Greece, these perfidious
hetrayers of the working class
nrow have the temerity to call for
“a genuine plebiscite and free
elections of a constituent as-
sembly.” What is this but
whitewash prepared in advance
for the regime Britain finally
sets up when it feels the land
nas been pacified?

And these same agents of the
Kremlin who murdered 100 Trot-
skyists in the ranks of Greek
working class fighters, lay on the
finishing touches of their white-
wash brush by calling for “peace-
ful settlement of all differences
with neighboring countries and
Lrotherly collaboration with all
Balkan peoples.”

IN THE COMING
New York Elections
VOTE AGAINST:

Capitalist Hunger
Capitalist Misery
Capitalist’ War

VOTE FOR:

Socialist Plenty
Socialist Prosperity
Socialist Peace
Vote for

DOBBS & SIMPSON!
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By V. Grey
WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR, COMRADE?

So you read The Militant and think it's good So you agree
with the main principles of the Socialist Workers Party? But you
Just haven’t got around to joining yet.

Well what are you waiting for? No one is .going to hit you on
the head and drag you in. It’s up to vou, comrade.

Here’s something you always believed in, really. In our program
that belief comes out as a fully rounded thing—consistent, practical.
Our party is the weapon to give that belief strength and put that
program into ACTION.

How Long Are You Going to Wait?

Are you going to go around, just thinking things—and never do-
ing them? You'll never get along with yourself that way, Comrade.
You can't look at yourself in the mirror, or look anybody else
straight in the eye.

You've always wanted to do the RIGHT thing, even though
wise guys told you that was a suckers’ game, Well Comrade, we're
not suckers in the Socialist Workers Party and no wise guy dares
to call us that. We're revolutionary socialists, out to put up a
four-square fight against the capitalist class. And the majority of
humanity is going to support us.

So why don't you do the RIGHTEST thing you ever did in
your life?—Join the Socialist Workers Party!

There you will find people like yourself—working people with
the determination to change the world. There you will find the
best men and women in the world, comrades who will never let
you down, because you and they are bound together by a deeper
thing than friendship—the principles of socialism.

“You only live once” the wise guys say, when they mean you
should throw your life away on froth and foolishness. Sure you only
live orice—and only thirty, forty or fifty years to go at that. But
what about your kids?

The Future Depends Upon You

You've only got a few years to look ahead to. But your children
and your children's children have to face it for thousands of
centuries. Their lives and their happiness depend on the kind of a
world we make for them. And they depend on the kind of decision
YOU make.

Because it’s now or never, Comrade. We still have the factories,
railroads, steamships, mines and banks around for us to take over,
But if we let the capitalists have a couple more wars like this one,
everything will be exploded and ruined. Our kids will have to start
from scratch. Like the cavemen—only worse, because they won’t
live in green forests, but on heaps of rubbish. '

Wars, fascism, unemployment. You're going to join us in licking
them, aren’t you. Our party is a small minority? Yes. And George
Washington was in a small minority at first, and Sam Adams, and
Thomas Jefferson. Yes, we're small. But we’re RIGHT. And we're
going {o win in the end.

“What are you going to get out of it?” the wise guy sneers,
Well, you're going to get far more out of it then you’ll ever put
in—even if you devote every minute of your life to it. You're going
to get understanding. And you're going to have the supreme

satisfaction that your life is not being lived in vain.

(Continued from page 1)

Stalinist betrayal in this program
it is sufficient to recall that Ger-
many once had a “democratic”
republic, that the German bourge-
oisie found this republic had out-
lived its usefulness. Out of the
Weimar republic grew — Naz-
ism. The manifesto thus propo-
ses once more to incubate the
“democratic” egg which produced
the Nazi crocodile. In this way
Stalin betrays not only the Ger-
man working class but the de-
fense of the Soviet Union.

CONSISTENT NOTE

There is one note of consist-
ency in this manifesto. In pro-
posing for Germany a ‘“democra-
tic republic” based on capitalist
property relations, the Stalinists
repeat the strategy they are pur-
suing elsewhere in Europe. In
Belgium, for instance, while talk-
ing against the collaborationist
king, they unite with the Social
Democrats in support of Belgian
imperialism. They support just
as slavishly in ITtaly the fascist-
ic bourgeoisie while talking about
a “democratic republic” — in
hope of diverting the masses

from crushing the class and the;

system that bred fascism, All
this to demonstrate to the An-
glo-American imperialists how

reliable Stalin and his GPU cut-'

throats are as counter-revolution-
ary agents!

To underline their willingn;Es
to rebuild the capitalist founda-
tions on which Nazism rested,
the German Stalinists call in their
manifesto for the “development
of free trade and private enter-
prise on the basis of private own-
ership.” It could not have been
written better if the internation-
al cartels had composed an an-
swer to the Communist Mani-
festo of Karl Marx! The Stalin-
ists only ask that the “exploita-
tion” of the workers should not
be “arbitrary” or “excessive.”
Any Wall St. plutocrat will agree
on paper to this.

But the German Stalinists so
far are only chin deep in the cess-
pool. To its other abominations
the manifesto adds the venomous
charge that the German people
bear “guilt and responsibility”
for the crimes of the Nazis. This
is the main theme of the atrocity-
mongers of Allied imperialism! Tt
is part of their planned campaign

Ask Your Shopmate
to Subscribe to

The Militant

STALINISTS IN GERMANY
ADVOCATE CAPITALISM

to divert attention from the real
cause of war — the capitalist
‘system.

THEY ARE GUILTY

And then these cringing curs
really get down on their bellies
and roll in the mire! “We Com-
munists declare that we also feel
ourselves guilty, inasmuch as, de-
spite all sacrifices costing our
best fighters, we were not able,
as a consequence of a series of
mistakes, to forece an anti-fascist
unity of workers for the over-
throw of Hitler.”

The catastrophe of Hitler’s rise
to power was indeed wholly the
responsibility of the Stalinist
leaders, They underestimated the
Nazi danger. They refused to call
for united front action with the
Social Democrats and the rest
of the working class. They re-
fused to engage in militant com-
bat with the Nazi gangs. They
denounced the warnings shouted
by the Trotskyists from the
house tops. They went down,
down, without lifting a finger,
in a defeat that has no parallel
in history for shame and cow-
ardice:

Now these organizers of defeat,
who made possible Hitler's rise
to power, have set out to betray
the German socialist revolution
once more! This is the meaning
of their call for a “democratic”
republic and preservation of “pri-
vate ownership.”

Vote Trotskyist!

In the Coming
New York Elections

Among other important issues,
the Socialist Workers Party
Election Platform advocates:

FULL EMPLOYMENT

AND JOB SECURITY

FOR AlL WORKERS
AND VETERANS!

Wall Street politicians
promised 60,000,000 jobs after
the war. But even before the
return of millions of men in
the armed forces, unemploy-
ment is growing by leaps and
bounds. To provide jobs for
everyone, institute a sliding
scale of hours! Spread the
work by reducing the number
of hours each man spends on
the job—but with no reduction
in take-home pay!
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N. Y. Trotskyist Candidates Unmask Stalinist Switch

On O’'Dwyer, Termed A “Fascist’” By CP In 1941

NEW YORK — Farrell Dobbs
and Lowise Simpson, Trotsky-
ist candidates for Mayor and
City Council in the [orthcom-
ing elections, today issued the
following joint statement:

It is high time the working
class voters of New York called
the Stalinists to account. In the
1941 elections, when they decided
to come out for lLaGuardia, their
candidate for mayor, Israel Am-
ter, withdrew and issued a state-
ment denouncing the Democratic
candidate, District Attorney Wil-
liam O'Dwyer, in the following
terms:

“Instead of a united fight
against Hitler, he attempts to
split and confuse the anti-Hitler
camp with the cry of ‘commun-
ism.! O’'Dwyer follows the devi-
sive Hitler technique.”

Amter accused O'Dwyer in this
cfficial statement of enjoying the
support of “America Firsters,”

LOUISE SIMPSON

“the Coughlinites,” “DBeobachter,
the official organ of the New
York Dund,” “Deutscher Weck-
ruf,” and the “Tammany corrup-
tionists,” who for window dress-
g nominated “O’'Dwyer, a tiger
washed and ironed into the shape
of a crusading District Attorney."”

Now, in the 1945 elections, the
Stalinists  support this same
“Tammany tiger.” They do not
admit joining the camp of the
Coughlinites and the New York.

Bund. Instead, they have “wash-
ed and ironed” O’Dwyer... into a
ngure “close to labor.”

According to the June 24 Daily
Worker, “O’'Dwyer... has made
a good start in fighting bossism,
His attitude toward progressive
government, toward national and
‘ocal politics, is unquestionably
m full harmony with that of the
late FDR.”

The Stalinists have even bleach-
e¢d O’Dwyer’s Tammany stripes.
“Always close to labor,” says the
Daily Worker, “it was tough to
zet trade unions in Brooklyn to
back even a popular progressive
like LaGuardia against him in

[ 1941.”

The Stalinists work with one
hand in a bucket of mud, the
other in a bucket of whitewash.
What contempt they have for the
mtelligence of working class vot-
fers to think their 1941 descrip-
ticn of O'Dwyer would be for-
gotten?

THEY BETRAY AGAIN

The complete reversal in the
Stalinist  attitude t o wa r d
O'Dwyer demonstrates how sup-
port of capitalist candidates be-
trays the interests of the work-
ing c.ass. Obviously the O'Dwyer
of 1941 is not much different
from the O'Dwyer of 1445, Ie
was not a “progressive’ then, he
18 not a “progressive” now. He
is nothing bhut a typical product
of the machine politics operated
by Wall Street in New York,

The American Labor Party,
dominated by the Stalinists, fol-
Jows their flip-flops wilth com-
plete brazenness., The ALD of-
fered support to Boss IFlynn's
condidates in the Bronx — Boss
Flynn of the notorious paving
blocks scandal!

As for the Liberal Party, which
also claims to speak for the
vorking class volers of New
York, its record is just as miser-
able. Unable to support with dig-
ity the same Tammany candi-
dates as the ALP, it has con-
verted itself into a pale shadow
of the Republican Party and sup-
ports its candidate, Goldstein.

What the workers of New York
vequire is a fighting independent
fabor party. Today living condi-
tions in New York are among
the worst in the country, New
York black markets are a na-

tional scandal. New York in the

By Grace Carlson

ROCHESTER, N. Y. June 30—
Taking an active part in the work
of the Socialist Workers Party
doesn’t leave much time over for
writing about Lthe Socialist Work-
ers Party at work! A person soon
finds that out when she’s swept up
in the whirlwind of activity that
zoes with a national tour—meet-
ing new Militant readers, discuss-
ing branch activities with the
comrades and, of course, making
a few specches.

I should have written last week
about the wonderful meeting we
had in Philadeiphia on June 20.
The Philadelphia branch is grow-
ing so fast that their new hall is
already too small. Many of the
Philadelphia branch members had
7o give up their seats and stand
out in the hallway, a hardship
which they were only too glad
to suffer. Who would ever com-
plain about having an overflow

FARRELL DOBBS

postwar period faces still worse
problems of unemployment, in-
adequate housing, skyrocketing
food costs, hundreds of thousands
of returning veterans in need of
Jobs,

The working class cannot hope
(0 solve these burning problems
until it decisively rejects capital-
ist parties and their candidates,
organizes its own political party,

snd runs its own independent | erowd at a meeting? No Socialist
candidates. There is no such| Workers Party member, that’s
party now. The workers can|sure!

voice their demand for such a| N, Y, MEETING

party by voting for the Trotsky-| he ingpiring meeting in New

ist candidates, « York on June 22 was well deserib-
= T - T |vd by Lavissa Reed in the June
GRACE CARLSON'S 3¢ Militant, Al 1 need to add
is my grateful thanks to the New
TOUR SCHEDULE | vork local for arranging this fine
meeting — so many new worker-
ClIry DATE readers; our two impressive can-
Youngstown, Sat., July 7 did:{t«'-s on the platform; Art
Clévelasia Sunday, July 8 Preis’ earnest plea for the miner
* s ’ William Patterson; and thée best
Toledo, Monday, July 2/ chairman of all time, James Pat-
Detroit, Tues. - Wed.,| rick Cannon himself!  And when
July 10, 11| bouquets are being handed out
| Chicago, Satl. to Mon.| for cfficiency, then the name of
July 14 to 16|/the arrangements committee
Milwaukee, Tuesday, July 17 chairman, Caroline Kerry, will
- ] , ; ! have to “lead all the rest!"
St. Louis,  Thursday, July 19| ppe Militant staff and veaders
Los Angeles, Thurs. to Wed,,| will be interested to know that

Aug. 2 to &
I'ri. to Sun.|
Aug, 10-12!

I met Miss Belie Montague at the
meeting in Boston on June 27.

San Francisco,
. They will remember her as the

Seattle, Tues. to Thurs..| vorrespondent in the Workers Fo-
Aug. 14 to 16| 1um whao wrn!r" S0 upprm'ingrly of:

Missoula, Friday, Aug. 17 Joseph Hanson§ comlcnn.u}tlon‘oi
s 4 the Tokvo bombing atrocities, She

Plentywood, Sunday, Aug, 19| 151d me in conversation that ‘she

Twin Cities, August 22| liked our follow-up on this situa-

" Carlson Reports On Success
In Rochester During Her Tour

used to take me through the
Round House in St. Paul after
1 brought his lunch down to him.
I told one of the shopmen there
that round houses never seem to
change. They're always too hot,
too dark, too noisy, too crowded,
too dirty. 1 said that even the
little old green lockers looked the
same to me. “Well,” this rail-
road worker replied, “we can’t
expect the bosses to worry about
the workers’ comfort or their
health. The bosses have got
their profits to worry about!”
Then we all agreed that things

are going to be different for rail-
road workers one of these days.
It does your heart good to meet
with fighting men like these.

tion and to prove that she meant
what she said, she asked for 40
more copies of that issue of the
paper to distribute to her friends.
MEETS RAILMEN

And now 1T am here with the
“old rails” in Rochester. Yester-
cay 1 went over to the Round
House to meet some friends who
wonr’t be able to get away to
come to the meeting tonight. Il
wis entertained rovally — they
blew the train whistles for me;
took me up in the cab of an en-
gine; showed me how the new
stoker works; told me how [ could
tell the difference between freight
¢ngines and passenger train en-
gines, ete. 1 haven’t had so much
fun — or education — since 1
was a little giri and my father

Boston Gathering
Greets Carlson

BOSTON — Before an audience
of over forty friends and sympa-
thizers of the Socialist Workers
arty, Comrade Grace Carlson
spoke here June 26 of her recent
prison experiences and the les-
sons which can be learned from
them by class-conscious workers.
she demonstrated to the audience
that these “correctional institu-
tions" do not solve the problem
of erime, because the government
is not interested in wiping out the
conditions which breed erime. The

chairman of the meeting, and
spoke of the necessity for every
verious worker to join the party
and aid in the fight for social-
ism, the only means of ending
conditions such as those describ-

ed by the speaker.

Vote Trotskyist!

In the Coming
New York Elections

Among other important issues.

e I . : the Socialist Workers Party
real criminai, she pointed out, is{l glection Platform advocates:
not the worker forced to make :
a2 living by so-called illegal HANDS OFF THE

means but the capitalist class, its
wovernment and laws, which
forces its vietims into a wretched
cxistence.

The audience listened intently
as Comrade Carlson desceribed con-
citions in prison. They were par-
ticularly interested in  the Jim
Crow conditions inside prison,
where the same type of segrega-
tion ecarried out in the Army and
Navy also applies.

Comvrade Larry Turner, organ-
izer of ihe Boston Branch of the
Socialist  Workers Party, was

EUROPEAN AND
COLONIAL PEOPLES!

Wall Street intends to put
down working class revolutions
wherever they appear. That is
why they want to continue
policing countries overseas in-
definitely. Withdraw the Allied
occupation troops! Support the
revolutionary struggles of the
workers in other lands!

BEARERS OF THE

camp, to “stamp out” political

military governor.
The "Anti-Fascist”

in “stamping out Nazism,” Co
violated Gen. Eisenhower's

of Nazism!

A1 Associated Press dispateh from

June 25, reports that Col. Charles Keegan, U. S, military
governor of Bavaria, has ordered military wovernment
authorities in Dachau, site of the notorious concentration

Party, a group organized by concentration camp victims with
the previous approval of Capt.

Party, it
members and has adopted a platform demanding *“‘the right
of the anti-fascist working class to hold meetlings; freedom
of speech, press and religion; and the formation of anti-fascist
committees in all towns and communities."”

Although Capt. Vandig stated the group had been useful

added: “The Germans are conquered people and have no right
to demand anything"—including, presumably the elimination

FOUR FREEDOMS

Munich, Germany,

activities of the “Anti-IFascist”

Malcolm Dachau

Vandig,

is reported, c¢laims 4,000

I, Keegan claimed its existence
ban on political parties. He

JULY 1 IN M

The second annual session of
the Mid-West Vacation Schooi be-
gan July 1 with a large envoll-
ment of  enthusiastic  workers
from all parts of the Middle West
«nd Last Coast.

The school is being held at a
summer camp located near Grass
l.ake, Michigan, 12 miles from
Jackson and 60 miles from De-
troit. The school is operated on
a cooperative basis to give [riends
of The Militant an opportunity to
vacation at reasonable rates and
study problems of the labor move-
ment under Marxist instroctors.

Situated on a wooded slope near
a small lake, the camp has ample
facilities for boating, fishing,
softhall, archery, swimming and
kiking. A grove of ouk trees
provides an excellent place for
“weinie” roasts. Ping pong, cards
and other indoor sports are pop-
ular in the evenings.

FINE FACILITIES

A large dormitory, cabins and
a large dining hall with a sereen-
ed porch overlook the lake and
provide comfortable accommoda-
{ions for the guests. The camp is
cquipped with all  modern  im-
provements, including showers,
hot and cold running water, Food
is p'entiful and well prepared.

Rates, which include board,
lodging, use of boats and enroll-
1ent in the classes, are $25 a
week for adults and $15 a. week
for children.

William F. Warde, associate
editor of The Militant, prominent
cducator and  lecturer, is in
charge of an educational program
that has been planned to suit the

reeds of worker readers of The

SUMMER SCHOOL OPENED

ICHIGAR

Militant, The courses are so ar-
ranged that those attending for
a single week can get an inten-
sive education, Other instruc-
tors at the school include George
Colling, Felix Maorvow and V.
Grey, members of The Militant
and Fourth International staffs,
and experienced trade unionists,
COURSES LISTED

Some of the courses which
auests at school can attend if they
wish are as follows:

1.
the

2.

The Role and Function of
Trade

Introduction
Economics.

3. What is Marxism?

I, Trotskyism and What It
Stands For.

5. Discussion Group on Marx-
ist Philosophy.

The school will yun continuous-
vountil August 31, Purther
imformation  may be obtained
|fmm the address given below.

Unions.

to Marxist

Mzake rveservations as soonm as
possible by writing  to:  MID-
WEST VACATION SCHOOL,
Osear Coover, manager, Grass
Lake, Michigan,

Sign of the Times
City officials in Weimar, Ger-

many, gave new names to squares
and streets. Among the changes:
Adolf Hitler Strasse has hecome
Karl Liebkneelit Strasse, the
Platz Der IFuchrer, Xarl Marx
Platz, and Ludendorff Strasse,
Friedrich Engels Strasse,

The History Of American Trotskyism

In the [irst mstallments of his book, Comrade Cannon told
how the American Communist Party grew out of the left wing
of the Socialist Party in 1919, described ils period of under-
ground life until in 1923 it was organized as a legal party which
began to penetrate the trade union movement. As the composi-
tion of the parly changed with the nflux of workers, a series
of factional struggles began between the proletarian wing and
the petty-bourgeois tendencies within the party. This is the
seventh installment of Cannon's book.

= L d

’ LECTURE 11T
THE BEGINNING OF THE LEFT OPPOSITION

The last lecture brought us up to about the year 1927 in the
Communist Party of the United States. The fundamental struggle
between Marxism and Stalinjsm had been going on inside the
Russian Communist Party already for four years. It had been going
on in the other sections of the Comintern too, including our own,
but we didn't really know it.

The issues of the great struggle in the Russian Party were
confined at the beginning to extremely complex Russian questions.
Many of them were new and unfamiliar to us Americans who knew
very little about the internal problems of Russia. They were very
difficult for us to understand because of their profound theoretical
hature—after all, up to that time we had had no really serious
theoretical education—and the difficulty was increased by the fact
“that we were not presented with full information. We were not
supplied with the documents of the Russian Left Opposition. Theiy
arguments were concealed from us. We were not told the truth. Or
the contrary, we were systematically fed with misrepresentation,
distortion and one-sided documentation,

*

1 make this explanation for the benefit of those who are in-
clined to ask: “Why didn't you at the very beginning take up ithe
banner of Trotskyism? If things are so clear now to any serious
student of the movement, why couldn’t you in the early days under
stand it?"” The explanation T have made is one never considered hy
people. who view these great disputes separate and apart from ithe
mechanism of party life, One who bears no responsibilities, who
is a mere student or commentator or side-line obseryer, does not
need to exercise any caution or restraint. If he has doubts ar
uncertainties, he feels perfectly free to express them. That is not
the case with a party revolutionist., One who takes upon himself
the responsibility of calling workers to join a party on tho basis
of a program to which they are to devote their time, their energy
their means and even their lives, has to take a very serious attitude
toward the party. He cannot, in good conscience, call for the over-
throw of one program until he has elaborated a new one. Dissatisfac-
tion, doubts, are not a program, You ecannot organize people on such
a basis.

Doubts Are Not a Program

"One of the strongest condemnations Trotsky leveled at Shachi-
man in the early days of our dispute on the Russian question in
1939 was this, that Shachtman, who began nursing doubts as to
the correctness of our old program without having in his mind any
clear idea of a new one, went through the party irresponsibly ex-
pressing his doubts. Trotsky said, a party cannot stand still. You
cannot make a program out of doubts. A serious and responsible
revolutionist cannot distarb a party merely because he has become
dissatisfied with this, that or the other thing, Ile must wail until he
is prepared to propose concretely a different program, or another
party. :

WHY THE STALINISTS

That was my attitude in the Communist Party in those early
‘s, For my part, T felt great dissatisfaction. [ was never
enthusiastic about the fight in the Russian party. I could not
understand it. And as the .ﬁghl grew more intense, and the persecu-
tions increased against the Russian Left Opposition, represented
by, such great leaders of the revolution as Trotsky, Zinoviev, Radek
and Rakovsky—doubt and dissatisfaction accumulated in my mind.
This militated against my position, and against the position of
our faction in the endless eonflicts within the Communist Party. We
were still frying to solve things on an American scale: g common
crror. I think one of the most important lessons that the Fourth
International has taught us is that in the modern epoch you cannot
build 2 revolutionary political party solely on a national basis. You
must begin with an international program, and on that basis you
build rational sections of an international movement,

Begin With An International Program

This, by way of digression, was one of the big disputes between
the Trotskyists and the Brandlerites, the London Bureau people,
Pivert, ete.,, who advanced the idea that you can’t talk about a new
international until vou first build up strong national parties. Ac-
corditg to them, only after having created formidable mass parties
in the various countries, could you federate them into an inter-
national organization, Trotsky procéeded in just the opposite way
When he wa¥ deported from Russia in 1929, and was able to under-
take bis international work with free hands, he propounded the
ilen that you begin with an international program. You organize
people, no matter how few there may be in each country, on the
basis of the international program: you gradually build up your
national sections. History has given ils verdiet on this dispute.
Those parties which began with a national approach and wanted to
push aside this problem of international organization, all suffered
shipwreck. Nafional parties could not take root because in this
international epoch there is no longer any room for narrow national
programs. Only the Fourth International, starting in each country
from the inlernational program, has survived,

That principle wasn’t understood by us in the early Communist
Party. We were engrossed in the national strugele in America. We
looked to Lhe Communist International to give us help wilth our
national problems, We did not want to bother with the problems of
the other sections or those of the Comintern as a whole. This fatal
error, this national narrow-mindedness, is what pushed us into the
blind alley of faction struggles.

Things began to grow very eritical for us. None of the factions
wanted to split or leave the party. They were all Joyal, fanatically
foyval, to the Comintern and bad no thought of breaking with it.
But the discouraging internal situation grew worse, appeared hope-
fess, It became obvious that we must either find a way to unite the
factions or permit one faction to become predominant. Some of the
wiser ones, or rather, some of the more cunning ones, and those
who had the best sources of information in Moscow, began to realiz=
that the way to gain the favor of the Comintern and thereby place
the great weight of its authority on the side of their faction, was
Lo become energelic and aggressive in the fight against Trotskyism.

HID THE DOCUMENTS

OF THE TROTSKYIST LEFT OPPOSITION

By James P. Cannon

Campaigns against “Trotskyism” were ordained from Moscow
in all the parties of the world. The expulsions of Trotsky and
Zinoviev in the fall of 1927 were followed by demands that all the
parties immediately take a position, with the implied threat of
reprisals from Moscow against any individual or group failing to
take a “correct” position—that is, in favor of the expulsions. Cam-
paigns of “enlightenment” were carried on. The Lovestoneites were
in the vanguard of the fight against Trotskyism. Thereby they
purchased for themselves the support of the Comintern and enjoyed
it threughout that period. They organized “enlightenment” cam-
paigns. Membership meetings, branch meetings, section meetings
were held all over the party to which representatives of the Central
Committee were sent in order to enlighten the membership on the
necessity for the expulsions of the organizer of the Red Army and
the Chairman of the Comintern.

Campaigns Against Trotskyism Ordered

The Fosterites, who weren’t as quick and cunning as the
Levestoneites, but who had a good deal the same will, followed
suit. They really ran races with the Lovestoneites to show who were
the greatest anti-Trotskyists. They vied in making speeches on the
subjeet.

Looking back on it now, it is an interesting circumstance, which
rather foreshadows what was to follow, that I never took part in
any of these campaigns, 1 voted for the stereotyped resolutions, T
regret to say, but I never made a single speech or wrote a single
article against Trotskyism. That was not because | was a Trotskyist
I didn’t want to get out of line with the majority of the Russian
party and the Comintern, I refused to take part in the campaigns
only because I didn’t understand the issues. Bertram D. Wolfe
Lovestone's chief lieutenant, was one of the greatest Trotsky-
haiters. At the slightest provocation he would make a speech two
hours long, explaining how the Trotskyists were wrong on the
agrarian question in Russin. T could not do that because I didn't
understand the question. He didn’t understand it either, but, in his
case, that wasn’t so much of an obstacle. The real objective of the
Lovestoneites and Fosterites in making these speedhes and carrying
on these campaigns was to ingratiate themselves with the powers
in Moscow,

Someone may ask, “Why didn’t you make speeches in favor of
Trotsky?” T couldn’t do that either because I didn't understand the
program. My state of mind then was that of doubt and dissatisfac-
tion. Of course, if one had no responsibility to the party, if he werc
@ meve commentator or observer, he could merely speak his doubts
and have it over with. You can’t do that in a serious political party
If you don’t know what to say, vou don't have to say anything.
The best thing is to remain silent.

Russian Question Arises At Plenum

The Central Committee of the Communist Party held a plenum
in February, the famous February plenum of 1028, which followed
a few months after the expulsion of Trotsky and Zinoviev and all
the leaders of the Russian Opposition. A big campaign was already
en to mobilize the parties of the world to support Stalin’s bureau-

eracy. At this plenum we fought and disputed over the factional

issues in the party, the estimate of the political situation, the trade
union question, the organization question—we fought furiously over
all these questions. That was our real interest. Then we came to
the last point on the agenda, the Russian question. Bertram D.
Wolfe, as the reporter for the Lovestoneite majority, “explained”
it at great length, for about iwo hours, Then the guestion was
thrown open for discussion. One by one, eac¢h member of the
Lovestone and Foster factions took the floor to express agreement
with the report and add a few touches to show that he understood
the necessity for the expulsions and was in favor of them.

I didn't speak. Naturally, because of my silence, the other
members of the Cannon faction felt somewhat constrained from
speaking. They didn’t like the situation and organized a sort of
pressure campaign. I remember to this day, how [ sat at the back
of the hall, disgruntled, bitter and confused, sure that there was
something phony about the question but not knowing what it was, -
Bill Dunne, the black sheep of the Dunne family, who was at that
time a member of the Political Committee, and my closest associate,
came back with a couple of the others. “Jim, you have goi to speak
on this question. It is the Russian guestion. They will cut our faction
to pieces if you don’t say something on this report. Get up and say
2 few words for the record.”

I refused to do it, They persisted, but T was adamant. “T am not
going to do it. I am not going to speak on this question.” That was
not “wise politics™ on my part, although in retrospect it may appear
so. It was not an anticipation of the future at zll. It was simply
a mood, a stubborn personal feeling that | had on the question. We
didn’t have any real information. We didn't really know what the
truth was. By that time, 1927, the disputes in the Russian party .
had begun to embrace international questions—the question of the
Chinese revolution and the Anglo-Russian Committec.

(To be continued next week)
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The Workers' Forum columns are open to the opinions of the readers of “The Militant”

Letters are welcome on any subject of interest to the workers.

your name and address. Indicate if you do not want your name printed.

Ra’nting Rankin

Editors:

I have been reading your paper

for some time now and am won-

dering if you can print this let-

ter. I think John Rankin has his
nerve in trying to get the colored
veterans out of the mental hos-
pital. They have given their lives
and received wounds for the coun-
try in which Mr., Rankin lives.

He calls them niggers! We are
not niggers. We are Americans.
We were born here and two to
one he is not an American, or
maybe he came out of the swamp
or the woods. T don’t see why we
should be thrown aside like a dog
or a cat. Some people can come
from other countric: ana be treat-
ed like kings and queens.

We have been taking all kinds
of treatment for years. We give
more and receive less. I say, if
the War Department drafts the
colored man and he is good
enough to defend it, he is also
good enough to have a decent
place to live in it when he comes
back.

So Mr. Rankin calls us niggers.
But now I’ll tell you what a nig-
ger is .. those who make them-
selves niggers and Rankin made
himself one when he said it.

Don't forget there are colored
officers and nurses that are tak-
ing care of the whites, T am sure
they don’t feel that way. And
what about when they are fight-
ing side by side and wondering
who is going to be next? My
dear Mr. Rankin, think about
that!

There will be a day when the
colored man will have his rights
and place in the United States
of America—his home.

Mrs. Célia Saylea
New . York City

Guilty of What?

Editor:

I thought Mr. Hansen’s reply
to H. G. was splendid, but may I
suggest another point or two?
He speaks of Wall Street’s lying
propaganda to the effect that the
entire Japanese people are “guil-
ty.” I would like to ask: guilty
of what? I mean, what has even
the ruling class of Japan done
that “our” ruling class hag not
done also?

Pear] Harbor? That is hardly
in the U.S.A.! Hawaii was seized
by American imperialism...against
the wishes of its inhabitants.

Also, all of the territory that
Japanese imperialism has seized
from the “Allies” was conquered
from the natives by those same
Allies! The ruling class of Japan
is only COPYING the ruling class
of the western world, so how can
one even say that “Japan started
it?”

Surely, in the name of real
truth and justice, the imperialist
struggle for Asia began when the
WESTERN imperialists - seized
control of the Philippines, Ror-
neo, Java, Hong Kong, and other
points in the east. If a bandit
finds himself confronted with an-
other bandit who is trying to
seize what the first one has al-
ready stolen, what he can say in
defense of his rights will not
Lear analysis! At least, so it
seems to me.

Belle Montague
Cambridge, Cass.

Hurting the People

Editor:

I am a reader of your paper
and like it very much because it
is the working peoples’ paper
that gives us information about
the working conditions. Now,
most working people are good
people, who believe in working
for a living, in honesty and truth.
These people know what life is
for, and what they should do to
keep alive and well and strong.
They know the difference be-
iween right and wrong, and have
no use for those who lie and
scheme against them and try to
make them believe they are doing
the right thing for them when

—

Keep them short and include

A Word to Our
Correspondents

The velume of letters to the
Workers' Forum is growing
from week Lo week. We welcome
letters dealing with any watter
of mterest to the workers. We
want to publish them all. To
enable us to do this, it is es-
senlial Lhat letters be kept as
short as possible.  No letter
should be longer than 300
words. Please keep within this
limat so that every worker-cor-
respondent may get q break.

THE EDITOR

they are not,

Now wo have some people in
public office who are not doing
the right thing with the people.
They say and do things that not
only hurt the people but the
country, too. We were told that
we were put on rationing to save
a food shortage and an inflation.
Ceiling prices were put 6n every-
thing to save the people from
getting robbed of their hard-
earned wages and give them a
chance to save some of their
money by buying bonds.

we were put on rations and a

er and shorter and the prices
went higher and higher, The

Londs as soon as they came due
to meet the prices. So it looks
like we didn’t save anything for
ourselyes anyhow,

And the blame is put on the
people hecause they
foods from the black markets

But what caused the people to
buy at the black markets and pay

Americans they did try, because
they felt it was for their own
good and their country.

so hard to' 'try to 'stretch them,
the OPA taised up the red points
‘“nd put more foods on the ra-
tion. The people couldn’t manage
any more. Then the butchers
gave them the meat without
points at a higher price. The
OPA knows this is true and that

but they won’t admit it. It's a
disgrace the way things are go-

and erooks
the people.

out of almost all of

Mrs. F. Barnett
Homestead, Pa.

Frame-Up Defined

Editor:
In the June 23rd issue of The
Militant, in an article from Min-
neapolis, the expression “frame-
up” is used to deseribe the Min-
neapolis case of the 18. Since
this word has also been incor-
rectly used in the past, a correc-
tion at this time seems in order.
A legal frame-up is a trial or
punishment, or both, on the basis
of false, trumped-up charges of
which the defendant is innocent.
The frame-up is used against
militants in the labor movement
where it is legally difficult or im-
possible to convict them for the‘u‘
real activities in strikes and in
behalf of the workers generally.
Thus Tom Mooney, a militant
unionist, who was a thorn in the
side of the San Francisco trac-
tion interests, was convicted for
planting dynamite in the Prepar-
edness Day Parade in that ¢ity in
1916. Mooney was innocent of
the charge, as eviden¢e abund-
antly proved. He was framed up.
Sacco and Vanzetti, militant an-
archists and union men, were
charged with the murder of a
New England paymaster and
electrocuted by the State of
Massachusetts. They, too, were
completely innocent. They were
framed up.

The conviction of the 18 Trot-

In the Coming N

Election Platform advocates:

VOTE TROTSKYIST!

‘Among other important issues, the Socialist Workers Party

ew York Elections

But while they were struggling torme

the rationing system isn't right, NOf lmpressed

CONTINUE TO OPERATE THE
GOVERNMENT-BUILT PLANTS!

War production expanded industry enormously. Now the
‘Wall Street politicians are turning government-built plants
over to capitalists or closing them down indefinitely. These
plants could produce peace-time goods in vast quantities, Let
them continue to operate! To protect them from the predatory
capitalists who want to continue the economy of scarcity, place
them under control of the workers!

During conversion to peace-time production, the govern-
ment protects the profits of the bosses. But the workers are
left to starve. The worker’s income must be insured during this
critical period! Keep every worker on the payroll at his full
rate of pay!

skyists in Minneapolis was not a
frame-up. It was a flagrant case
of political persecution. The 18

to overthrow the government.
Had they been convicted of that
charge, the Minneapolis case

would have been a frame-up. But
that charge was thrown out of
court and the 18 were convicted
under the Smith “Gag" Act of
advocating the abolition of cap-
italism and the establishment of
a worker’s government and a soc-
jalist society. The 18 did not de-
ny their allegiance to revolution-
ary socialist ideas, but proudly
proclaimed these ideas from the
witness stand.

The fact that the conviction in
Minneapolis was political per-
secution of a minority and not a
frame-up does not in any way
make it less of a crithe of the
capitalist rulers of the United
States against the working eclass.
Nor does it weaken the fact that
the trial and c¢onviction in Min-
neapolis exposed the fraud of
capitalist “democracy” in this
country.

Harry Martell

were charged with a conspiracy |

New York City

60 Million Jobs

Editor:
When Hitler and

be assured we have escaped.

were loud in apprising the peo-
o~

being poll-parroted hy subsidized

late lamented President,

themselves an existance. after
they have won the yar, :
R. H. M.
Carbon, Ind

c

Editor:
In her column, “My Day”, Ele-

statement that it is the most
mportant thing for future Amer-
ican security to see “that every
American family has a decen
level of subsistence, and tha
every child has a chance to grow
up without the physical and
mental handicaps which arise out
of bad housing, bad health and
poor educational and recreational
conditions.”

I certainly agree with Mrs.
Roosevelt when she expresses
such conclusions, but I am not
impressed with her feelings when
it is obvious that she does not
intend to aim seriously to do
away with the causes from which
such conditions arise. 3
How can a child grow up with-

t

able. Tt is heartbreaking to see
such hardships, the effect of
which will be seen more clearly
in later years, inflicted needless-
ly on children.

Children need clothing, too,
The St. Paul Pioneer Press car-
ried an article last week quoting
John C. Goodall, general manager
of the Merchandise Mart, that
¢hildren’s clothing will be even

comeback into the civilian field,
the apparel industry sees no
green light ahead for some time
to come,” was Goodall’s state-
ment. Mothers who have hunted
and hunted for such necessary
articles of clothing as children’s
underwear, overalls, socks and
shoes, rubbers, during the past
vear, know that this means even
greater hardships.

The Twin Cities area is “a
dominant infants’ and children’s
manufacturing center,” according
to an announcement made recent-
Iy by the newly-created infants’
and children’s wearing apparel
division of the Twin Cities ap-
parel industries. It is certainly
no credit to these industries that
mothers in this area are finding
it impossible to keep their chil-
dren properly clothed.

Winifred Nelson

St. Paul, Minn.
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Patterson Expresses Appreciation

William Patterson, union coal miner from Daisytown,
Pa., and [irst imprisoned victim of the infamous Smith-
Connally anti-strike law, wrole the following lelter lo a
Pittsburgh rvepresentative of The Militant. «['his paper was
the [irst to break the conspiracy of silence about this vital
case. Patterson, who 1s confined [or six months m the
Favette County Prison, Uniontown, Pa., wrole:

"1 oam writing to express my appreciation for your visit
last Friday. Thanks for the cigarettes and literature and books
you brought me.

As for my circumstances, T am getting along pretty cood
beeause T do some prison work which makes the time pass a
little more easy. But 6 months won’t go fast for a man ‘hat
always worked for a living and especially on my first prison
term.

Sincerely, 1 have no regrets because of my imprisonment
cver a labor dispute. Because [ have always worked f{or ihe
best interests of organized labor.

And if the U. S. courts see fit to conviet me beeause of
my never ceasing cfforts to better the working man’s plight
J am taking it on the chin in the hopes that through my
determination te never give up that all labor will benefit from
it. Because the Steel Trust and big money men and Labor
Racketeers will see the day that the working maa will have
liis justice.

That goal will never be obtained until the man who works
and sweats to make them powerful wakes up and changes
their minds. And makes a concerted effort to defsat the in-

l they heat them with elubs. What
| a contrast to an advertisement
by Republic Steel in the Septem-
ber 9th issue of the Saturday
Evening Post!

The advertisement, which, in-
cidentally, takes up a whole page
of expensive space, has a lovely
picture of a yvoung girl hugging
hey soldier swectheart who has
just returned from the war, The

to Elm Street, U.S.A.”

‘hey will desirs,
seen. .
ises  of

security—for  brightl

omy’ .

ica. . .
This advertisement is just on

way they are” in the coming eco
nomic upheavals.
Nancy Black

3 ! Toledo
compétent labor leaders and elect men to office that will
protect the man that pays dues instead of injuring him in a R e .
way that is detrimental to all labor, ‘i’allmsts n NMU

In the Iast 19 days (since "his imprisonment after a
federal hearing on June 1) T have thought over a lot of
things that 1 would like to see changed and 1 will sure try
to see them changed.

Give my regards and thanks to your organization for the
consideration they have given me. I accept them with much
appreciation and looking forward to another visit, 1 remain,

Fraternally yours,

Editor:

latest Militant the letter from J
', on thz NMU. 1 aegree witl

maintain its grip on the union.

William Patter-on

"=

ing mow. It’s making chiselers| 5 Rogsevelt recently made the 1_1,1
Why did the Red Army suffer|, capitalist power would do the
defeats at Bialystok and Minsk, | same?
nd then achieve brilliant victo-| questions, maybe they are not
¢ | ries against the German Army?| questions that actually arise im-
How much demoeracy is there in| portantly.

he Soviet Union? On what are
oviet wages based?

The Soviet Union Through the| iy the views of your group. If
Eyes of a Soviet Citizen, in the| you know where T eould get more
une, 1945 issue of Fourth In-
ternational, is an interview with | know 1'd appreciate your help.
a
who was freed from prison last
ear in France. In 1935, he took
art in the purge of Trotskyist| C.B. to the following pamphlets
elements in the Soviet Union. We | which he can obtain from Pioneer
Trotskyists claim that our re-| Pyblishers, 116 University Place,
olutionary movement
n actual conditions—that is, we
o not pose our program and|of the Soviet Union” by Leon
out handicaps under the capital-| then try to make world condi-
st system which Mrs. Roosevelt | tions fit into it. Our program is | volution” and “The End of the
upholds. and especially in these|pased on the powerful logic of | Comintern” by James P. Cannon.
days of rationing, black markets| the class struggle. We would ex- .
and high prices?- My son, John, | hoct to find that the Soviet peo-
2Y3, is a hungry, rapidly-grow-| ple in spite of the rigid control
ing child who, like all other chil- | of {he bureaucracy, would think
dren, needs good food to keep|and feel that the only solution to
him healthy. He wants and needs | such vitel problems as prevention
meat and butter and other nour-| of war and sufficient food is in-
icshing foods that are unobtain-|¢

¥

Grace Carlson

Editor:

I want to let you know how 1
Company | feei about Crace Carlson’s talk
But what happened to us after | |, uy¢hed their plan of enslaying | here in Philadelphia. I am not
> all other peoples of the world, it|in the habit of going out of my
scanty diet? The foods got short-| ecame necessary for the intend- | way in giving praise to our lead-
ed slave nations to regiment men|e
' | and resources in order to escape |to express my deep appreciation
people were forced to cash their| q,very. By so doing we can now | to you—Grace—for your fine and
sympathetic as well as scientific
Paradoxically, the voices of [way you handle the problems of
many of those in high places who | the working class.

I like your simple, down to
ples of the necessity of regimen- | earth style—of not talking down
bought | tation, are now using it as a|to the masses, hut talking with
bogey.” Senator George recent- | them; while still ahead of them
and paid the price for the food. ||y made the statement (and it is|and in the vanguard,

The petty-bourgeois social work-
aY | newspapers and radio commen-| ers and their so-called psycholo-
the high prices? At the begin-| tators) that sixty million jobs|g
ning of rationing the people| {4y the American workers after|tl
found it was pretty hard to man-| the war would mean “regimenta- | morons, idiots, ete. I am sorry
age on their points, but like good | tion” and such talk should cease. | to say their poison sometimes

However it will be beyond the |

rship, but in this case I want

ists do everything to degrade
e working class. They call them

powers of the henchmen of our often

d them “Economic Royal-|fresh, clean, air in a fetid atmos-
sts,” to prevent' the workers|P
from demanding and seeking sfar | <

Rare Information
ditor:

The rarest type of information | munist government were to con-
oncerning the USSR congists of | trol things here, a government
interviews with Soviet citizens. |such as your party would sup-
hat do they think of the Stal-| port, would it not eventually lead
ist bureaucracy? Do they con-|us into a war with Russia, al-
der Russia a socialist state? | though for different reasons than

»

scarcer in the days ahead—“Un-|of questions and answers.
like some industries momentarily | questions are so framed that they
anticipating at least a partial|are in themselves explanatory 'of
the Trotskvist position on major
points.

ernational socialism.

What has the Soviet prisoner
to say on this? “So long as capi-
talism survives,

bound to recur periodically.
irevent new wars against
'SSR it
throw capitalism: it must be the
last victim of the war.
imperialist war has to be ter-
minated in the revolution.”
This interview is in the form

Seeking
Understanding

Tditor:

By now I've read some of the
issues of The Militant and Fourth
International so I can write you
more fully on them, and how they
scemed to me, a new subscriber.
I guess T ought to explain that
I've never been in a union al-
though 1 sympathize with their
problems and outlook. I've al-
ways been going to school or in
the army, except for short in-
tervals.

1 liked the analysis of events
in the paper and in the few arti-
cles I've read in the FI so far;
often I'd like to be in New York
so I could discuss some points
further. This is bound to be so,
because only by reading your
things for some time could a

lters into our ranks. I have|Dbackground have been built up.
had some hot arguments | First steps are hardest.
who | on that subject. You are like The main problem to me at

present seems to be how to make

here sure one's data, especially on
; R. C. Rugsia, is accurate. A bureaucra-
Philadelphia | ¢¥ Scems necessary in a compli-

cated civilization like ours or
Russia’s, but this isn't what you
criticize 1 take it..

. Another prob’em: if a Com-

These are complicated

It is a desire to know the full
truth that led me to an interest

information on what I want to

33-year-old Soviet physician C. B.
Kansas City, Mo.

Editor’s Note: We would refer

is based | New York 3, N. Y.: “Stalinism

and Bolshevism” and “In Defense

Trotsky, and “The Russian Re-

Republic Steel

Editor:

In the June 2nd issue of The
Militant, Kovalesky describes the
1937 Memorial Day strike of Re-
public Steel workers. He relates
how innocent women and children
marched along with their hus-
bands and fathers to the unarmed
demonstration in front of Repub-

new wars are
To

CIO National
sonvent‘on, which begins on July

to be sidetracked by the “petty”

daily, The bulk of the discussion
will deal with Bretton Woods,

Po’itical Action Committee meth-

iobs under the capitalist system,
and so forth, and so on.

But to insure the “success” of
the convention, that is, the pas-
@ge of all their phony resolu-
tions, it is necessary to pack the
hall with loyal flunkies. Although
the union apparatus is controlled
by the Stalinists, they need all
the “delezates” they can muster
in order to swamp and stifle any
rank and file sentiment that may
seep through this bureaucratic
hlockade onto the convention
floor.

Because most members don’t
know how to combat the Stalin-
‘sts and are overwhelmed by the
machine running the union, apa-
thy sets in, and many ships’
erews do not elect convention de-
'ogates. Realizing this, the of-
ficials send a Stalinist, who has
NO intention of becoming a re-
eular erew-member, aboard one
of these ships.

This stooge tells the erew that
the union should be made more
democratie, ete, and PLEADS for
nermission to represent the ship.
Of course, the men will suspect
this character, but if they have a
“What's-the-difference 7" attitu-
de, he will be answered: “OK,
o ahead.” Where the erew knows
the score, the would-he ‘“‘dele-
cate” hurries off the ship hefore
he's thrown off. ;

When a Stalinist makes a trip
and doesn’t et the delegate’s job
from the ship, he tries again at
a meeting in the port he happens
to be in. Failing again, he may
take another very short trip of
a few days for the sole purpose
of tricking the crew into sending
him to the convention, so that he,
too, can laud the virtues of “na-

tor” at all militant workers.
If the Stalinists succeed

caption of the picture is “Back
Under

the things the home-¢oming sol-| n
diers will desire—at any rate, all
the things Republic Steel thinks
“ . . . They've
. millions of people who
traded their freedom for prom-

painted pictures of ‘planned econ-
. . They want no part of
that sort of thing here in Amer-
" And so on and so forth.
example of the many ads and
magazine articles which are de-

Inging the American masses in a
frantic effort to “keep things the

I was very pleased to see in the | ¢

everything he wrote. However, 1
would like to expose another “an-
gle” used by the leadership to|
The Stalinists are after “big
things” during the approaching
Maritime TUnion
2 in New York. They don’t intend| ,

‘nion problems facing the seamen

*he %200 a month wage goal-with

s, the war with Japan, 60,000,000 )

tional unity” and hurl slanderous
charges of “fascist” and “disrup-

in

Siece the closing of The Mili
tant Subscription Campaign May
the picture is a description of all | 27, agents and fiiends have sen

an average of 56 regular six

month and one-year subseriptions!
J2r week. In other words, friends
f The Militant sccured £25 reg-

-ring an excellent distribution and
iiterature sale: X

Ll “On June 25, a Negro Freedom
- | Rally was held at Madison Square
Garden. The meeting was at-
tended by approximately 20,000
people, Negro and white, most of

tlar subs during  June, even|{hem workers, They gathered to
hough l‘hey had Just finished an demonstrate their opp()sition
y | tensive sub  campaign  which| ggainst Jim Crow.

The Militant.

ained by our agents, many work-
rs have sent in their own subs
m the coupon printed in the pa-
per.  These coupon subs have
Yeen received from such towns as
Sylvania, Ohio; Winston-Salem,
-| N. C.: Moscow, Pa.; Buena Vista,
Ga.; Terrell, Texas; Ocala, Fla,;
No. Arlington, N. J.; Laurens,

e

sager'y introducing The Mikitant
o other workers. [For instance,
H. M. of Warrenville, Il sent 50
ents for a six-month sub, say-
g “Here is  another auto
i worker who wants to read The
Militant.”

J. V. of Alhambra, Calif. sent
1.50 for three G-month subs for
three of his friends.

A subscriber who signed her
Collere,"” sent $1.50 for six-month
ubs for three of her friends. She
xplained. “All three girls are stu-
ifents at Oberlin College.”

J. C. G. of Seattle, Wash. sent

7

B. M. of Cambridge, Mass. sent
a2 81 for 20 copies of the June
issue of the paper, stating: “I
think your articles and cartoons
are growing better and better.
Article on Lidice massacre was
plendid. T was delighted to see
bhat your correspondent from
Stillwater, Minnesota, has seen
the error of his ways. I mean
about the people of Japan.

-

P

csulted in 22 000 new readers to

In addition to subscriptions oh-

“Nineteen comrades were mob-
ilized at the Garden with 1,500
Militants and 100 copies of our
pamphlet, ‘The Struggle for Ne-
gro Equality,’

“The streets were jammed with
workers going into the meeting.
There were police stationed
e¢very few feet surrounding the
meeting, with mounted po'ice at
the curb.

3.0 C.: Austin, Minn “Four women comrades sold
Th ¢ . sokavethorE i 100 pamphlets within one-half
¢l 100, new SubsCribers are| . Many who bought the

pamphlets asked us questions on
who we wera and what our liter-
ature contained. Of course, with
people moving into the Garden
ten abreast, it was diffieult to
give adequate answers,

“One young comrade, in the
narty a few months, sold 30 co-
ties of ‘The Strnecle for Negro
fquality.! She had an enthusiasm
that imparted itself to the crowd
and the workers stopped” to buy
the pamphlets as fast as she
could sell them,

“The success of this mobiliza-
tion proves that we can sell our

i one-year subscription for his|literature in greater auantities
friend in Alderwood Manor, Wash.| than —ever before.  Wherever

workers meet, the party should
Le there with our literature and
our program of action.”

“The pecople to whom 1 have
already sold 20 copies of the June
% newspaper are simply enlhu:z-|
iastic about Mr. Hansen's article
on Tokyo and other Japanese ci-|
ies. Some of them asked me to
thank you and him for speaking
out about the greatest crime in
the history of the human race.”

L B 4
The following is a report by

Mili Adams of New York cover-
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Only the world revo-
lution can s a v e the
USSR for socialism. But
the world revolution
carries with it the ines-
capable blotting out of
the Kremlin oligarchy.

— Leon Trotsky

Support Patterson!

The Militant was the first labor newspaper in.

the country to call attention to the significance .of
the imprisonment of William Patterson, first vic-
tim of the vicious anti-labor Smith-Connally Act.
Now two important union bodies, the Buffalo Area
Conference of the United Automobile Workers and
the Northwest Ohio Regional Conference, UAW,
have addressed resolutions to President Truman
demanding a pardon for Patterson and denouncing
the Smith-Connally Act,

The labor movement is thus beginning to rec-
ognize the importance of the Patterson case to every
militant trade unionist in the United States. The
incarceration of Patterson sets an ominous prece-
dent. If this coal miner can be imprisoned because
he did not cross the picket lines of his union
brothers, then no striker is safe. By putting Pat-
terson behind bars, the coal barons and their poli-
tical stooges opened the road to wholesale jailings
of other strikers.

But Patterson can be freed and the case can be-
come a boomerang, warning the whole capitalist
class they cannot railroad strikers to prison with
impunity. To accomplish this, pressure is required
— the mighty pressure of the American trade
unions. The Buffalo and Northwest Ohio Confer-
ences have blazed the trail with their resolutions.
Now similar resolutions should be passed by every
labor body in the country.

Britain’s Lackeys

When the Indian National Congress endorsed
the policy of open fight for independence against
British imperialism in August 1942, it met with
widespread sympathy among American workers,
who now must be reading with some perplexity
the news of the negotiations of the Congress to
enter the Viceroy’s Executive Council.

It is obvious that the India Congress is getting
no more now than it could have gotten in 1942:
some jobs as ministers in a council over which the
British-appointed Viceroy retains totalitarian pow-
ers. Why do they now accept it?

India Congress policy has fluctuated from co-
operation to opposition and back again to cooper-
ation. FFor example, from 1935 until the war broke
out, the Congress participated in the ministries
of the various provincial governments of British
India, obviously a form of cooperation with the
British.

When does the Congress cooperate and when
does it go into opposition? That depends on the
immediate interests of the class which controls the
Congress—the Indian landlords and capitalists.

And its decisions to coopérate or- oppose are
based not only on what the British imperialists
are doing at a given time, but also on what the
third force in the situation is doing—the Indian
workers and peasants. For the struggle in India is
in reality a three-cornered one: the contending for-
ces include not only British imperialism and the
Indian capitalist-landlord class, but also the In-
dian proletariat and peasantry.

In 1942 the workers and peasants were deter-
mined to take advantage of Britain's defeats and
fight for independence. The Congress party had to
go along. But it went along in its own wayv. Its
opposition never took the form of revolutionary
struggle for independence. For revolution would
unleash the great masses, who would demand not
only political independence but also economic
freedom — freedom from usury at the hands of
the native capitalists, freedom from exorbitant
rents at the hands of the native landlords, etc.
The native capitalists and landlords fear for their
property and consequently fear the masses. They
showed the lengths they would go to resist the
economic demands of the masses when Congress-
controlled police shot down striking workers in
Bombay and Cawnpore in 1938.

Only those who have nothing to lose but their
chains can fight for independence. I1aving misled

the independence movement to defeat, with the
masses temporarily broken by that defeat, by Brit-
ish-made inflation and famine, the Indian bourge-
oisie grabs for the junior partnership offered it by
British imperialism. :

Words And Deeds

The professional diplomats at the San Francisco
Conference decorated the Charter of the United
Nations Organization with beautiful phrases about
“democratic” ideals. But even as they polished
their fair-sounding words, a group of their poli-
tical friends from the Bourbon South were busy
with a lynch rope in the Senate, plotting to Kkill
the Fair Employment Practices Committee,

The framers of the Charter declare they. are
“determined” to “reaffirm faith in fundamental
human rights, in the dignity and worth of the hu-
man person.” They declare they are “determined”
to “practice tolerance and live together in peace
with one another as good neighbors.” They are
“determined,” they say in this imposing Charter,
“to achieve international cooperation. . . in pros-
moting and encouraging respect for human rights
and for the fundamental freedoms for all without
distinction as to race, sex, language or religion.”

A political innocent might imagine that the first
place where these gentlemen should be “deter-
mined” to apply these shining ideals is right here
at home. He might imagine that Congress would
abolish discrimination in employment because of
“race, sex, language or religion.” He might imagine
that Congress would heed the voice of 13,000,000
colored American citizens who have fought for
years to end*such discrimination.

But fair words in a Charter are one thing; fair
practices in employment quite another. That, at
least, is the political theory of the framers of the
Charter and their friends in Congress. When the
question of providing funds for the FEPC came be-
fore the Senate, the distinguished Southern gen-
tleman from Mississippi, Senator Bilbo, wildly
waved his arms in a long harangue about “inter-
breeding” among Negroes and whites. This decayed
aristocrat, it scems, has concluded from his long
experience in the Senate that under capitalism
there is no real distinction between “‘democracy”
and a Mississippi brothel.

Senator Eastland, likewise of Mississippi, shares
Bilbo's singular judgment. And his imagination
— or ability to liec — are no less a credit to the
Southern Bourbons. Funds to implement demo-
cratic practices in employment? Why, replies East-
land, bouncing on the Senate floor, French Negro
Senegalese troops dressed in American army uni-

forms locked 5,000 white German girls of Christian
families in a subway at Stuttgart for five days,
“kept them there and criminally assaulted them.”

IT the framers of the UNO Charter were really
“determined” to carry out their finely-phrased
ideals, they might have demanded that these: de-
generate Southern filibusterers be held for psy-
chiatric examination. But the truth is that the
authors of the Charter agree in principle with
their Southern friends. That is why they did not
break the filibuster. That is why they permitted
this small minority of the Senate to kill the FEPC.
That is why they are “determined” that the demo-
cratic ideals outlined in the Charter shall be per-
manently buried in the government archives and
never carried out in practice so long as they re-
main in office.

Socialism Nowhere

Last week the German Stalinists announced
that they intend to bolster capitalism in Germany
because that country is not yet ripe for socialism.
This line of argument is not original with the Ger-
man Stalinists. The Kremlin representatives in
Greece before and after the civil war that ravaged
that unhappy land likewise said now is not the
time for socialism.

Nor are Greece and Germany the sole instances.
The French Stalinists proclaim that now is not
the time for socialism. Likewise the Italian Stalin-
ists. And the Belgian Stalinists. And the British.

Even in the United States, the most highly de-
veloped industrial country on earth, the Stalinists
during the war announced that now is not the time
for socialism and that it is necessary for the work-
ers to continue bearing the yoke of decaying capi-
talism.

This policy is the end result of Stalin’s notorious
theory of building “socialism in one country.” Ad-
vanced in 1924, Stalin’s theory maintained that
the best way to overthrow world capitalism was to
concentrate on building socialism in the Sovict
Union. Trotsky predicted that the attempt to build
socialism in one country, meant building it in no
country.

Trotsky's warning received tragic verification.
After the defeat of the German revolution in 1923,
Stalin’s leadership led 1o the defeat of the Chinese
revolution of 1927, then to the defeat of the Span-
ish revolution. The worst catastrophe of all was
Stalin's paving the way for the rise of Hitler in
Germany. With Nazism in the saddle, and the
world working class shunted from the path of so-
cialist revolution, a Second World War became in-
evitable.

Stalin’s theory of building socialism in one coun-
try opened the road for armed assault on the Soviet
Union by the most powerful armies in Europe.
Within the USSR, Stalin’s theory underfined the
foundations of the workers” state so that their de-
fense against world capitalism was placed in jeo-
pardy.

Now at the close of the Second World War, when
the continued existence of capitalism threatens
the total eclipse of civilization, Stalin’s 1924 theory
has reached its logical conclusion, foreseen by Trot-
sky, that is, of turning against the building of so-
cialism everywhere. '

Egypt

In May, 1944 the authorities of

paper Al Majda Al Judida_ Pe-
cause of its political opposition
to British imperialism. Following
this blow, one of the leaders of
the Egyptian Trotskyist organ-
ization died, another was rail-
roaded to prisom.

Despite these serious setbacks,
the Lgyptian Trotskyists have
carried on their work valiantly.
They published three pamphlets
in French and a book of short
stories in English, They trans-
lated into Arabic and published
an "Open Letter to the British
Labor Party.”

They made considerable gains
in the Egyptian general elections
of last December and January.
Unable to run their own nominee,
they gave critical support to the
independent socialist candidate.
As a result of their election ac-
tivity, they recruited a number of
class-conscious workers and uni-
versity students, and widened
considerably their contacts in the
labor movement.

Since then they have organized
an intensive educational program
for their recruits and contacts.
Social and economic studies now
in preparation are scheduled for
carly publication in a series of
pamphuets.

Algeria

Adrien ‘lixier, French Minister
of the Interior, admitted in a
radio speech July 1, that 50,000
persons had taken part in the
May revolts in Algeria. This is
nve percent of the Algerian na
tive population. Previous figures
leaking through the tight de
Gaulle censorship mentioned 10,-
000 casuaities in the bombings
carried out by French armed
forces with lend-lease planes.

Tixier, as reported in the New
York Times of July 2, said that
88 Frenchmen had been killed and
150 wounded. In reprisal, de
Gaulle’s troops Killed between
1,200 and 1,500 natives and ar-
rested 2,400, Of the latter, only
517 have been released.

Blame for the uprising, accord-
ing to Tixier, lies with the lead-
ers of the “movement called the
Friends of the Manifest and to
sections of the illegal Algerian
Popular party.” -

He was completely silent about
the real causes. Unemployment
is universal in Algeria. The fa-
mine paralyzing the country has
become so desperate that thou-
sands of natives can be seen
wandering over the fields hunting
for edible roots. On top of these
catastrophes, repressive measu-
res of the de Gaulle regime have
added fuel to the flames of hatred
for French colonial rule.

Tixier reiterated the promises
of the de Gaulle regime to demo-
cratize the local administration,
reorganize the Assembly and re-
juvenate the French administra-
tion. What the Algerian people
want, however, is freedom from
French imperialist rule, a de-
mand the de Gaulle regime is
prepared to fight tooth and nail.

England

Leaders of the Labor Party are
clinging desperately to Church-
ill’s coattails in the general elec-
tion. To Churchill’s charges they
intend to socialize industry, they
answer with eringing servility
that the charge is wholly un-
founded!
In all essentials their program
is not one whit different from
Churchill’s. Like him they sup-
port the imperialist war 100 per-
cent, Like him they promise the
profiteers that putting them in
office would safeguard capitalist
rule,
Herbert Morrison led the slav-
ish chorus with a promise over
the radio June 29 that “the Labor

Egypt suppressed the 'Trotskyist|

—
Al
N

Party’s policy contains no threat
to the legitimate investor.” Mor-
rison promised to settle “all this
not by confiscation, but by
reason and fair play.” The limit
of Morrison's proposed program
is a “measure of public owner-
ship.”

The crisis facing British indus-
fry and the British working man
canmot  be solved, however, by
any other means than socialism.
Against Churchill’s program of
the continued rule of Big Busi-
ness, the only party in England
counterposing a full program of
socialism is the Revolutionary
Communist Party, the organiza-
tion of the British Trotskyists.

France

The social erisis ravaging
France is beginning to bring the
white collar workers out on the
picket line. This is a character-
istic sign of the approach of a
revolutionary storm,

Paris postal employes on June
28 announced they had called a
token strike of 20 minutes for
the following morning to protest
insufficiency of food supplies.

A resolution threatening “re-
course to a strike” unless heed
is paid their “demands and con-
ditions” was passed by the Exe-
cutive Committee of the Public
School Teachers’ Union.

Meanwhile the Stalinists are
doing their utmost to tame the
rising militancy of the masses.
They continue to support the de
Gaulle regime and the capitalist
system on which it is based, To
maintain a following in the work-
ing class, however, they are for-
ced to voice a few criticisms.
Thus Maurice Thorez, at the first
national convention of the Com-
munist Party to be held since
1937, eriticized the “tendencies to
reaction” of the de Gaulle regime
and “its secret police.” He even
went so far as to eriticize “the

QUESTION BOX

Q: You often say-that indus-
trial production is greater in this
country than in any other country.
Can you tell me about how much
greater?

A: Before the war the aver-
age American worker produced
twice as much as the worker in
Britain, USSR, Germanhy and
Japan. Production per man-hour
ranged from twice to four times
as much, according to a War
Production Board survey. Sinee
the war, despite the great in-
creases in all the other countries
at war, U. S. labor productivity
has kept the lead.

* % %

Q: How many prisoners of war
are being held in the United
States?

A: As of April 1 the War De-
partment reported a total of 365,-
437 prisoners of war held here.
Of these, 311,630 are Germans,
50,459 Ttalians and 3,258 Japan-
ese.  This figure totals 328,749
more than the number of such
prisoners in 1943,

® k& X

Q: How does the inflation in
the price of farm land during
this war compare with the same
inflation in the last war?

A:  The price of farm land

has risen, on the average, of
irom $32.02 an aere in 1939 to
$47.41 an acre today. This is an
increase of 52 percent and the
rise is increasing at the rate of
about 1 percent a month.
In World War 1, land price per
acre, on the average, rose from
S43.52 in 1914 to $69.38 at the
peak in 1920. This was a rvise
of 70 percent in nearly seven
years., Inflation at that time
took its greatest leap after the
war was over.

NOTES

not very democratic character of
the institutions that now rule
US."

But he made it very clear that
the Stalinists intend to continue
supporting the de Gaulle regime
and in the event of its change he
envisaged “expanding Commun-
ist participation in coalition Gov-
ernments.” -

If the Stalinists scriously
meant their criticisms, they
would oppose de Gaulle and take
power themselves, the French
Trotskyists point out. The Trot-
skyist program calls for an end
to capitalism in France and con-
struction of a socialist society.

Italy

A June 25 Reuters dispatch re-
ports a general strike in Trieste
involving more than 60,000 work-
ers., The strike, believed called

measures of the newly-installed
Allied Military Government.
Anonymous telephone calls at
dawn heralded the strike. Pickets
posted at the docks notified work-
ers who had not previously been
informed. All work ceased on the
docks, in the factories, and public

market square, stall holders stop-
ped selling food and vegetables.
Shops throughout the city closed
down.

Despite efforts of British mili-
tary authorities to interfere with

power and water services were
permitted to continue fuctioning.

Martinique

Martinique, scene of recent
Hollywood films in a tropical set-
ting, is likewise the scene of a
sharp leftward trend in the poli-
tical thinking of the workers, In
the June elections the Commun-
ists (Stalinists) captured 29 seats
out of 32 in Fort de France, cap-
ital of the island. In other areas
the Socialist Party carried 11
communes, the Radical Socialists
7 and the Communists 3.

One of the French-owned is-
lands in the Caribbean, Martini-
que has suffered terrible unem-
ployment and starvation since the
outbreak of the Second World
War. Like the other imperialist
exploiters of these highly pro-
ductive islands, the rulers of
Martinique have long concen-
trated on growing sugar cane
and distilling rum. They have
kept wages at rock-bottom levels,
skilled workers earning between
31 and $1.80 a day — when they
work.

Of Martinique’s population, 9,-
000 are white, 243,000 colored. It
is these colored workers whose
votes in the June election show
which way the political wind is
blowing in the Caribbean,

L
Haiti

According to a June 6 dispateh
from San Juan, Puerto Rico, pub-
lished in PM and believed true by
PM’'s editors, General Trujillo,
head of the Dominican Republie
has ordered his troops to kill
natives of Haiti found near the
border dividing these two tiny
countries.

Trujillo, says the dispateh, is
seeking additional territory at
the expense of Tlaiti.

The sinister hand of Wall Street
is visible in Trujillo’s actions. He
hus been highly praised by Nelson
Rockefeller, one of Roosevelt's
appointees to the State Depart-
ment. Wall Street may be seek-
ing a prelext for intervention.
Flanking the route to the Panama
Canal, the island of Haiti con-
stitutes an ideal site for air and
naval bases.
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Public Utility Hijacks
New York City Consumers

Privately-owned public utilities, such as clectricity
and gas, have been coining billions in added profits
during the war on the pretext of “added costs” which
have shot rates up sky-high to the helpless consumer.
One of the greatest public utility companies is
Consolidated Edison of New York City, controlled
by J. P. Morgan Company. It supplies electric power

and gas fuel for the largest metropolitan area in the
world.

An examination of the company’s Annual Report
for 1944, prepared for its stockholders’ meeting on
May 21, 1945, provides an illuminating study of how
this giant corporation is exploiting its workers and
milking the consumers, who are largely wage-
earners,

We learn from the opening paragraph of the report
that while the company’s “total operating revenue
was up 5 per cent over that of the year before
(1943)” this increase “took place in spite of the fact
that electric energy sales in kilowatt-hours were down
4 per cent.” In short, the money taken in went up,
the amount of power sold went down.

Who got this difference? Was it spent to pay
higher taxes, greater material costs, or for larger
payrolls ? 4

The report states that taxes were $1,346,186 less
than in 1943, Coal prices rose 30 cents a ton, but
“these increased costs were offset by reason of the
fuel adjustment clauses (which) require an adjust-
ment on the customer’s hill,”

Another report, the 1945 report of the N. Y. State
Public Service Commission, listing figures for 1941,
1942 and 1943, tells us added labor costs definitely
were not a factor in higher rates.

In 1941, the number of employes was 26,603. By
1943, it was reduced to 18,994. The wage bill in 1941
was $60,164,833. In 1943 it was down to $54,129,016.

However, the smaller number of workers, receiving
less wages, increased electric kilowatt hours output
from 8,164,685,350 in 1941 to 10,211,088,540 in 1943.
And though labor costs per unit of output fremend-
ously declined, operating revenues rose in the two
vears from $£215,861,551 to £227,303,215.

The higher rates gouged from the consumers went
to the corporation and its owners in increased ad-
mitted profits (net income), hidden profits (“reserve”
funds)7 increased executive salaries and pensions, ete.

NAM Expends Big Dough
In Anti-Labor Campaign

The National Association of Manufacturers spent
nearly $2,000,000 in 1944 to advance the interests of
Big Business and undermine organized labor.

A recent statement to its members, “How Your
NAM Dollar Was Spent,” gives details of its ex-
pensive lobbying; propaganda and organizational ac-
tivities on behalf of the open shop and reactionary
legislation.

Included in the $1,890,038 the NAM spent, was
$538,581 for general propaganda for “free enter-
prise” and the “soundness of management's position
on current issues.”

An important item was $163,492 for NAM'S “Law
Dept.”” and “Industrial Relations Service”—aid and
advice to manufacturers ‘on the most effective and
up-to-date methods of fighting unions and union
demands.

For “marshalling business support responsible for
the many developments in the Price Control Act and
its administration” (sabotaging price control), “re-
moval of wartime controls,” and “sound procedures in

terminating war contracts,” the NAM expended
$98,747.

Hitlerite Ideas Taught
in U.S. Army Study Course

Hitlerian ideas of “Nordic” superiority, and attacks
on racial and religious minorities, are being dis-
seminated officially in the armed forces of the United
States, despite the fact that these forces are sup-
posedly engaged in fighting a war “for democracy
against fascism.”

A series of articles by Wilbur H. Baldinger in the
New York newspaper, PM, last week disclosed that
a correspondence course sent out by the U, S. Armed
Forces Institute contains fn‘opaganda against Jews,
Catholics and foreign-born minorities, as well as
endorsement of the Nazi myth of “Nordic” superiority.

One of the lessons in this course, supposed to “con-,
tribute to your military effectiveness while your
country is at war,” calls for a written summary—
“omitting no essential part”—of a seetion of a book
called America Comes of Age, by a French writer,
Andre Siegfried.

The very first paragraph the student is supposed
to summarize reads: “In the American Melting Pot,
the temperature at which fusion takes place varies
with the different races. In certain cases it occurs at
a very low degree. . . In others, however, a high
temperature is needed, and then even after prolonged
heating an insoluble residue is liable to remain. This
is particularly true of the Jewish race. . .”

Those who are most “readily assimilated,” says
this vicious race-hate propaganda are—Hitler said it
foo!—"Protestants of Nordic origin.”

“Assimilation begins to be troublesome with the

Catholics, even German and Anglo-Saxon Catholics,”
the soldiers are told. But “really obstinate elements”
are “Latins, the French, the Finns and the Mexicans”
who are “all anti-social at heart.”
But “our argument applies with particular force
to the Jews. . ." who are described as *restless and
ambitious,” “not without a certain vengefulness.”
“This pseudo-American ferments at the bottom of the
Melting Pot, unassimilated o the end.”

Although PM was led to believe the course had been
dropped, it was later learned, the paper said on
June 27, that this fascist-type propaganda is still
being fed to American soldiers.




