
What Akron Strike 
Means For Labor

---------------  An Editoria l ---------------
The 19-day Goodyear s tr ik e  and the accom panying 6-day-old 

F ires tone  s tr ik e  unquestionably represent the h igh po in t o f w a r
tim e  labo r insurgency since the g re a t coal s trikes  o f 1943.

These A k ro n  s tr ikes  are another g rea t fo rw a rd  s tep : because 
60,000 rubber workers, com pris ing  the heart o f the rubber in du s try , 
have dem onstrated th e ir  understand ing th a t the W ar Labor Board, 
the  m a jo r labor arm  o f the U n ited  States governm ent, is no th ing  but 
an  agency to  hold down the workers, keep th e ir  wages frozen, bust 
up  th e ir  s trikes, and th ro tt le  th e ir  trade union organ izations. And 
hav ing  understood th is  fac t, they acted on i t .  F o r 19 days they de
fied  the governm ent s trike -b rea k ing  agencies and by th is  m a g n ifi
cent dem onstra tion— fo r  th a t is what the Goodyear s tr ik e  was in 
essence— they have prepared the way fo r  the next ba ttles o f o rgan
ized labor.

A  new m ilita n t leadership has emerged in  the rubber shops o f 
A k ro n  tha t commands the confidence and lo y a lty  o f the rank and 
file , works in  close unison w ith  i t ,  and represents its  th in k in g  and 
asp ira tions. T h is  leadership is a lready clashing w ith  the cow ard ly 
and bureaucra tic  leadership o f the D a lrym p le  a d m in is tra tion  which 
heads the  rubber In te rn a tion a l. Thus in the la s t analysis i t  is  c lash
in g  w ith  the cow ard ly and bureaucratic  policies o f the M u rra y  lead
ersh ip  o f the CIO.

The A k ro n  rubber s trikes  have already encouraged and insp ired 
the  labor movement because they have dem onstrated anew, in  action, 
the great s o lid a rity  and m ilita n cy  o f which the w orkers are capable 
when they f ig h t  under a leadership th a t they tru s t and which tru ly  
represents th e ir  in terests. Th is pow erfu l labor dem onstra tion in 
A k ro n  w ill,  both by its  successes and shortcom ings, help prepare 
the whole labor movement fo r  the next steps ahead in  the un fo ld ing  ' 
class s tru g g le  in  A m erica.

The s tr ik e  ba ttles  o f the 1933-35 period pushed fo rw a rd  a new 
Bet o f leaders who created unions o f a new type and cha racte r: the 
in d u s tr ia l unions o f the CIO in  the rubber, auto, and o ther mass 
production industries. So now the A k ro n  s tr ike s  are pushing fo rw a rd  
and bu ild ing  a new leadership th a t is a lready em erging in  the most 
advanced in d u s tr ia l unions.

A kron  Leaders Understand and Practise Solidarity
The A kron  s tr ik e  leaders represent an advance over the p re

vious CIO leadership. They are leaders o f a new type, leaders who 
have learned how to  depend upon the f ig h t in g  s p ir i t  o f the w o rk 
ers, leaders who understand the need of s o lid a rity  and practise it ,  
leaders who have learned how to meet every blow o f labo r’s foes 
w ith  a counter-b low  o f th e ir  own, leaders who have the understand
in g  and courage to  ba ttle  the whole a rra y  o f hostile  forces which 
in e v ita b ly  are b ro ug h t in to  p lay when labor challenges the powers- 
tha t-be  and re a lly  begins to  s tru g g le  fo r  its  in terests. The A kron  
rubber w orkers and th e ir  leaders are fig h te rs .

These are a ll the th ings  the  A k ro n  rubber w orkers have learned 
and achieved. These are the th ings  th a t make the A k ro n  rubber 
s tr ike s  the momentous events tha t they are. F o r three years the 
whole labor movement (outside o f the m iners) was misled, pushed 
around and held down by the au tocra tic , wage-freezing, un ion-bust
in g  em ployer-dom inated W LB . The A k ro n  rubber s tr ikes  broke 
th rou gh  a ll obstacles and dealt w ith  the W L B  as the s trikeb reak ing  
agency th a t i t  is.

B u t the W L B  is  not the sole an ti- la b o r arm  o r weapon o f the 
governm ent. The governm ent commands o ther agencies and de
vices fo r  en fo rc ing  its  an ti- la b o r policies, such as the seizure o f 
p lan ts  by the m ilita ry . The A k ro n  rubber workers and th e ir  leaders 
do no t have the same sharp, clear understand ing o f th is  an ti-la bo r 
device as they do o f the  W LB . T ha t is w hy they were no t adequate
ly  prepared w ith  a plan o f action fo r  m eeting th is  th re a t and over
com ing it .

Operate Industry Under W orkers’ Control!
The M il ita n t  favo rs  governm ent operation o f in d u s try , bu t on ly 

under w orkers ’ con tro l. Governm ent p lan t seizures such as the pres
en t one a t the Goodyear A k ro n  p lan t, executed under the provisions 
o f the S m ith-C onna lly  A c t, represent no th ing bu t a vic ious fraud . 
These seizures are m erely a s tr ikeb rea k ing  weapon which pe rm it 
the corpora tion  executives to w rap  themselves in  the A m erican flag , 
break the s tr ike , herd the w orkers back to  w ork, w h ile  conditions 
rem a in  as before.

T h is  is now the key problem  fac ing  the A k ro n  rubber w orkers : 
to  learn how to deal w ith  th is  in fam ous s tr ikeb rea k ing  weapon as 
they have learned how to deal w ith  the W LB  and its  s tr ikeb rea k ing  
tactics.

W hat m ust be done? F irs t ,  the tru th  has go t to  be understood. 
A l l  illus ions, a ll confusions, a ll uncerta in ties, a ll indecision m ust 
be wiped away. Once the broad layers o f labor c le a rly  grasp the 
fa c t  th a t p lan t seizures represent no th ing  more nor less than an
o the r lin k  in  the whole ro tten  chain o f governm ent s trike -b reak ing , 
then the labo r movem ent w ill f in d  no d iff ic u lty  in  devis ing the neces
sary tactics to  meet and successfully overcome th is  an ti- la b o r s tra 
tegy o f B ig  Business. T h is  now is the next necessary step fo rw a rd  
in  labo r’s f ig h t  to regain its  independence o f action, and rebuild  its  
un ions as f ig h t in g  ins trum en ts  o f the w o rk in g  men and women o f 
A m erica .

GREEK REACTION PLOTS 
TO RESTORE MONARCHY

By Paul Abbott
The forces of AIIied-Greek reaction, which have clamped 

Greece in the bloody vise of a regime of terror, are making 
ready to consummate and crown their counter-revolutionary dic
tatorship by restoring the monarchy. And the Greek Stalinists, 
repeating under new circumstances the perfidious role which 
their German confreres played in smoothing H itle r’s path to 
power, are doing everything they can to aid the plans of the
reactionary conspirators. <

A s m ig h t have been expected, 
the recent action o f the Greek 
S ta lin is t leaders in “ s if t in g ”  th e ir  
“ e rro rs ”  proved to be m ere ly  the 
pre lude to  fresh  be traya ls  o f the 
Greek masses.

M O N A R C H IS TS  P R E P A R E
On J u ly  6, the Moscow press 

gave prom inen t headlines to 
reports  fro m  A thens o f secret 
m il i ta ry  prepa ra tions fo r  a 
m onarch is t u p ris in g  and “ the 
mass destruction  o f dem ocrats.”  
The Greek S ta lin is t p a r ty  was 
quoted as decla ring  th a t both the 
Greek governm ent and the B r it is h  
m il ita ry  a u tho ritie s  know o f the 
p lo t and could deal w ith  i t  “ in 
tw e n ty  - fo u r  hours”  i f  they 
wished.

The German S ta lin is ts  had a 
s im ila r a tt itu d e  tow ard H it le r ’s 
bid fo r  power. H indenburg , they 
said, should stop H itle r .  But 
H indenburg  aided H itle r .  In 
Greece, P rem ier V ou lga ris  and 
the “ B r it is h  m il ita ry  au tho rities ,”  
under C h u rc h ill’s orders, are the

-(Continued on page 6)

Berlin Black Market 
Th rives Under Allies

B erlin  may be under A llied  
con tro l, b u t i t ’s s t i l l  be tte r fo r  
the rich  “ ex” -Nazis than fo r the 
s ta rv in g  workers, as a d ispatch 
in  the London D a ily  Express, 
Ju ly  6, po in ts out. The dispatch 
from  B e rlin  by S e lk irk  Panton 
reports  tha t under A llie d  ru le  
extensive black m arkets are 
flo u rish in g .

Panton reported tha t a person 
could get an y th in g  he wanted 
in B e rlin , “ bu t you w ill have 
to pay fo r  i t . ”  E ng lish  c ig a re t
tes, Panton learned, “ w ill cost 
you one pound (about $4) 
a piece.”

Prices per pound on the black 
m arket a re : B u tte r, S188; sugar, 
$30; dried peas, $15; meat. $30; 
bread, $10; coffee, $140; and 
tea, SI 90. A m an’s su it costs 
$1,000 to  $1,200 and a cake o f 
soap, $30.
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American Tanks 
Threaten Workers 
In Milan Strike 
Against Hunger

“ Down with capitalism!”  was 
one of the placards prominently 
displayed in a two-hour demon
stration of thousands of Milan 
workers July 5. American tanks, 
ordered out by the Allied M ili
tary Government, pointed their 
guns at the parade but did not 
fire.

The W orke rs ’ Council called 
the w o rk  stoppage when tra m  
fares were suddenly raised. The 
s w if t  rise o f prices since the en
t r y  o f the A llie s  in to  I ta ly  is 
he lp ing  to drive  the w orkers along 
the road o f revo lu tion . P lacards 
in the parade called fo r  “ low er 
prices”  and “ h ighe r wages.”

U N ID E N T IF IE D  P LA C A R D S
“ The m archers included many 

women,”  reports  New Y o rk  Times 
correspondent M ilto n  B racke r; 
“ and i t  was notable th a t none o f 
the hundreds o f placards could

See E d itoria l 
“ W ithdraw  the T ro o p s !”  
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be iden tified  w ith  any one p a rty ; 
i t  was a s t r ic t ly  non-partisan 
w o rke rs ’ dem onstra tion .”

One o f the w o rs t evils now a f 
fe c tin g  the w orkers  is unem ploy
ment. In  M ila n  on ly  about 20 per
cent o f the prov ince ’s 450,000 in 
d u s tria l w o rkers  have fu ll- t im e  
em ploym ent. On June 23, the em
ployers agreed w ith  representa
tives o f the  w orkers  to  provide 
emergency pay d u rin g  la y -o ffs  
o f th ree -quarte rs  o f norm al w a 
ges. O f th is  emergency pay the 
boss was to  fu rn is h  one-th ird  and 
the governm ent tw o -th irds .

T h e  governm ent, however, 
w h o lly  subservient to  the  A llie d  
conquerors, fa ile d  to  liv e  -up to' 
its  p a r t o f the  agreement.

11-P O IN T PRO G RAM
W hen the paraders reached the 

M ilan  arena, they listened to a 
.speech by Giuseppe A lb e rg an ti, 
“ general secre tary o f the w o rk 
e r’s g roup .”  A n  11-point program  
was draw n up, in  w h ich  im m edi
ate in s titu t io n  o f the emergency- 
pay system headed the lis t.  The

(Continued on page 4)

Negro Machinists 
Resist Jim Crow

SEATTLE, Wash., July 1— 
A petition calling for an end to 
racial discrimination in the AFL 
Machinists Union at Boeing 
A ircraft Corporation was put 
in circulation today by the 
Pyramid Workers Alliance, an 
organization made up principal
ly  of Boeing Negro workers, 
which was created to fight dis
crimination in the Seattle 
unions.

The c ircu la tio n  o f the pe titions  
is designed to  w in  mass support 
among w h ite  and colored w o rk 
ers fo r  the im m edia te a im  o f the 
P yram id  W orkers  A llia n ce : 
nam ely, the  achievem ent o f f u l l  
membership se n io rity  r ig h ts  in 
side Lodge No. 751 o f the In te r 
na tiona l Association o f M ach in
ists. The Negroes w a n t these 
r ig h ts  in  o rder to  p ro tec t them 
selves aga inst d isc rim ina tion  
when the la y -o ffs  begin in  earn
est.

P e titions  are be ing circu la ted 
among Boeing A ir c ra f t  w orkers, 
sh ipyard  w orkers, in  the housing 
pro jects, in  various unions th a t 
do no t p ractice  ra c ia l d isc rim in 
ation, in the N egro churches, and 
among the pub lic  a t la rge . S igna
tures o f w h ite  as w e ll as colored 
w orkers are being solic ited. The 
m ain emphasis o f the pe tition  
drive, however, is  to  s ign up a ll 
Boeing w orkers. I t  reads as fo l
lows :

W H E R E A S : Lodge N um ber 
751 o f the  In te rn a tio n a l Associa
tio n  o f M ach in is ts  holds a clos
ed shop con tract w ith  Boeing A ir 
c ra f t  C o rpo ra tion , and

W H E R E A S : Lodge N um ber 
751 as w e ll as the Grand Lodge 
o f the In te rn a tio n a l Association 
o f M ach in is ts  excludes ra c ia l m i
no ritie s  fro m  m em bership, g ra n t
in g  them  on ly  p e rm it cards, and

W H E R E A S : These policies de
ny  the v ic tim s  o f th is  d isc rim ina 
tio n  se n io r ity  and o ther im p o r
ta n t un ion r ig h ts , and

W H E R E A S : Several locals o f

(Continued on page 7)

Akron Rubber Strikers Fight 
Drive To Crush Their Union

ly

Allied 66.Democracy99 in  Milan

N M U  Forces‘Unanimous’ 
Convention Vote For ‘Pledge’

By M . Stevenson
NEW  YORK — The fifth  convention of the National M ari

time Union, CIO, opened in New York C ity, July 2, with an 
ultimatum by its Stalinist president, Joe Curran, that the con
vention reaffirm the no-strike pledge "un til the war against 
Japan is finished.”  ®

T his bureaucra tic  command set 
the whole tone o f the S ta lin is t-  
ridden convention. F rom  then on, 
the m achine-dom inated conven
tion  steam rollered eve ry th ing  
th rough  “ unanim ously.”

On the second day o f the con
vention, S ta lin is t vice-president 
M yers in troduced the reso lu tion 
to re a ff irm  the no -s tr ike  pledge 
“ fo r  the ’ du ra tion  o f the w a r.”  
B u t even th is  w o rd ing  was con
sidered too “ rad ica l”  by some o f 
the stooge delegates. They ex
pressed fe a r th a t “ the m em ber
ship m ig h t be confused”  by such 
phraseology, and wanted i t  un
derstood th a t the N M U  would no t 
“ p u ll the p in ”  im m ed ia te ly  a fte r  
the w a r ends.

They dem onstra tive ly  rem ind 
ed a ll delegates th a t the no -s trike  
pledge is w r itte n  in to  contracts 
w ith  the sh ipp ing companies fo r  
the du ra tion  o f the w a r and six 
m onths the rea fte r. Such was the 
na ture  o f the “ debate”  on th is  
v ita l question.

A f te r  the “ delegates”  were 
to ld  tha t such “ irresponsib le”  ac
tion  as s tr ik in g  would never be 
countenanced, the question was 
called. The S ta lin is ts  were h o r
r if ie d  to discover th a t fo u r rank 
and file rs  stood up and voted 
aga inst the no -s trike  pledge.

Then, a fte r  the vote, a te r r if ic

barrage o f slander was th ro w n  a t 
the fo u r delegates who had the 
courage to  oppose the  be traya l 
policies o f th is  stacked conven
tion . The S ta lin is ts  were co n fi
dent th a t th e ir  usual methods o f 
te rro r iz a tio n , in tim id a tio n  and 
slander w ou ld  sw ing A L L  the 
delegates in to  lin e ; so a m otion 
to  “ reconsider”  was passed. The 
leadership demanded no th in g  less 
than U N A N IM O U S  approva l o f 
th e ir  no -s trike  po licy.

FO U R  C O N D E M N E D
One stooge a f te r  another rose 

to  condemn the fo u r  delegates as 
sneaks, snakes, enemies o f labor, 
disruptoi-s, provocateurs. The 
a ttack  became so envenomed a t 
one po in t th a t even the arch- 
S ta lin is t C urran ru led one o f his 
stooges “ ou t o f o rder”  because 
o f the v ile  rem arks.

Through the w e igh t o f these 
“ argum ents”  the fo u r  delegates 
were commanded to  change th e ir  
vote. C urran po inted ou t th a t 
they “ could no t”  d isregard  the 
“ w e lfa re  o f the union as a whole”  
and “ the N a tion .”  He warned 
them  aga inst fo llo w in g  in s tru c 
tions fro m  “ sm all d is rup tive  
groups”  on the ships, rem ind ing  
the delegates th a t those days are

(Continued on page 3)

Youngstown Steel Locals 
Elect Militant Officers

Y O U N G S TO W N , O., J u ly  6 —  
The m il ita n t  w orkers  in  basic 
steel have delivered a series o f 
defeats to P h ilip  M u rra y ’s mach
ine candidates in  the CIO Steel
w o rke rs ’ local union elections held 
here in  June, f in a l election reports  
show.

In  local a fte r  local, the w o rk 
ers reg istered th e ir  d issa tis fac
tion  w ith  M u rra y ’s polic ies and 
th e ir  desire fo r  a change to  m ore 
m il ita n t  policies by rem oving o f
ficers who always w ent along 
w ith  the M u rra y  leadership.

Tw o locals, 2216 and 1462, 
where the leadership has shown 
a consistent m ilita n t po licy, re 
elected the incum bent officers 
w ith  l i t t le  opposition.

In  the la rge  Y o ilngstow n Sheet 
and Tube Local 2163, the incum 
bent president M athews, who 
was supported by the in te rn a tio n 
al o ffic ia ls , fo r  the f i r s t  tim e  was 
defeated. T raehorne, a m ilita n t, 
won the election tw o  - to  - one. 
Y oungstown Sheet and Tube L o 

cal 2162 elected Lang ley, a m il i
ta n t o f long  standing, bad ly de
fe a tin g  M urphy , fo rm e r pres i
dent, who had lined up w ith  the 
in te rna tiona l o ffic ia ls  in pressing 
charges aga inst m ilita n ts  o f the 
Sheet and Tube B r ia r  H i l l  Local.

Local 1330, la rg e s t local o f 
C a rneg ie -Illino is  Steel here, elect
ed Sam Camens to  head the 
union, rem oving P h ilip  O’Toole, 
long recognized as a too l o f the 
M u rra y  machine.

One o f the m ost s ig n if ic a n t re 
su lts  was the de feat o f M ike  Po- 
ch iro , who had the blessing o f 
M u rra y ’s d is tr ic t  office, in  Local 
1331, la rge s t in  the M ahoning 
Valley. Pochiro f ig u re d  p ro m in 
e n tly  in  the d is tr ic t  o ffice ’s use 
o f te r ro r is t  methods la s t F eb ru 
a ry  in a tte m p tin g  to  preven t d is
tr ib u tio n  o f election lea fle ts  fo r  
J e rry  Beck, who opposed the 
machine. Pete Bauer, a fo rm e r 
president o f Local 1331, defeated 
Pochiro.

IN THE NEWS
Not in  the Newsreels

W hen T o ry  P rim e M in is te r 
W inston C h urch ill *in his election 
cam paign attem pted to  invade the 
w o rk ing  class d is tr ic ts  o f London, 
he m et “ crowds o ften  so hostile  
they  would no t le t h im  speak. . . 
Two o f his speeches had to  be 
cancelled when, despite a l l h is 
a ttem pts a t p a c ify in g , the shout
ing  and booing o f the crowd could 
not be quelled.”  (London d is
patch, J u ly  5. Chicago Sun).

m  *  *

Congress Is “ Busy”
The Ju ly  2 CIO  News observes: 

“ B y June 28, a lm ost one m onth 
a fte r  P resident T rum an  asked 
Congress to  provide emergency 
unem ploym ent benefits up to  $25 
a week fo r  26 weeks, no b i l l  had 
been pu t in to  the Congressional 
hopper. Y e t the House W ays and 
Means Com m ittee has found tim e 
to  th in k  about m ore ta x  g ravy  
v ia  the carry-back method fo r  b ig  
corporations.”

*  » *

Four Freedoms in  In d ia
On J u ly  4 police fire d  on a 

crowd o f people in  the  R angpur 
d is tr ic t  who were seeking c lo th 
in g  pe rm its  d u rin g  “ a r io t  pre
c ip ita ted  by an acute c lo th ing  
shortage so bad in  some areas 
th a t cases o f suicide have been 
reported by people obliged to  go 
naked,”  says a U n ited  Press d is
patch fro m  Bombay.

*  *  *

V-U  ‘Unem ploym ent D ay’
“ They gave the w orkers A rm y - 

N avy  E ’s and to ld  them  to  go 
home because the governm ent 
and M r. Ford  d idn ’ t  w a n t the 
p lan t any more. Nobody wants 
W illo w  Run, the $95 m illio n  fa c 
to ry  th a t produced a lm ost 9,000 
L ib e ra to r bombers. Nobody wants 
the 51,950 pieces o f m achinery—  
lathes, m ills , presses, shapers, 
etc., the 28,000 portab le  tools, 
the 988 ty p e w rite rs  and adding 
machines, the 1,450 autos, trucks  
and trac to rs , the 2 be a u tifu l a ir 
ports  (one b igger than  LaG uar- 
dia F ie ld  in  N . Y .) , the  $25-m il- 
lion  w ar housing com m unity . And 
nobody wants the m ore than  20,- 
000 human beings who go w ith  
the p lan t, too, over 100,006 i f  you 
count the w orkers in  p lan ts  which 
supplied W illo w  Run.”

*  * .  *

A “ M in o r”  Exception. . .
W rite s  a recent issue o f the 

U n ited  States N ew s: “ There w il l  
be several m illio n  unemployed. 
Y e t, fo r  a ll b u t the  unemployed, 
there w i l l  be p ro spe rity . .

GOODYEAR PLANTS “SEIZED”; 
FIRESTONE LOCAL MENACED

By Joseph Andrews

A K R O N , O ., July 6  —  The defian t and historic  
19-day Goodyear rubber strike ended today w ith  
Navy seizure o f the five  Goodyear plants here.

Having b luntly  repudiated every W ashington  
order to re tu rn  to w ork, the Goodyear workers and 
the ir leaders were forced back in to  the plants by 
m ilitary  seizure backed by the vicious, strikebreak
ing Sm ith-Connally Act which outlaws strikes in  gov
ernment-operated plants, and provides heavy punish
ment fo r  vio lation o f its provisions. 
--------------------------------- —------ -®

Printing Trades 
Strike Continues 
Against Donnelley

CHICAGO, June 7 — The 
bitter printing trades strike at 
the huge R.R. Donnelley & 
Sons printing plant here, for 42 
years a citadel of the open shop 
in the mid-west, is continuing 
fu ll blast. Since its inception by 
the Pressmen’s union on May 
27, the strike has involved sev
en other crafts, seriously crip
pling the largest printing con- 
■ern in the country.

T his  is the grea test b low  fo r  
un ionism  s tru ck  since 1 9 U 3 
aga inst w h a t the  Chicago Fed
era tion  o f La bo r Council to  U n 
ionize Donnelley’s ca lls an “ octu- 
pus to  take over the en tire  p r in t 
in g  in d u s try  in  A m erica .”  Donnel
ley controls~the pub lica tion  o f the 
telephone d irectories, m ost o f the 
b ig  m a il o rder catalogues, in 
c lud ing  Sears-Roebuck and M on t
gom ery W ard, and such pow erfu l 
magazines as T im e, L ife , Read
er’s D igest, F a rm  Jou rna l, The 
Woman, Science D igest, etc. I t  
also publishes the  “ house organs”  
fo r  General M otors, U . S. Steel, 
W estinghouse E le c tr ic , etc.

O PEN SHOP
D onnelley ’s has never kno w in g 

ly  h ired  a union man since 1903, 
when a lock-ou t was sta rted  
aga inst a ll un ion w orkers. U n t i l 
1942, no know n union m an was 
pe rm itted  to  rem a in  on a jo b  a t 
th is  p lan t.

In  1942, a jo in t  com m ittee o f 
the 16 c ra ft  unions w ith  ju r is d ic 
tion  over the  4,000 Donnelley 
w orkers organized the “ O rgan-

(Continued on page 3)

B u t the Goodyear w orkers, 
members o f Local 2, CIO  U n ited  
Rubber W orkers , w en t back to 
w o rk  know ing th a t they  had 
dem onstrated in action the  firm  
s o lid a r ity  o f th e ir  ranks. They 
did  no t go back defeated, bu t 
ra th e r they re tu rned  as a m il ita n t 
a rm y  th a t had acquitted its e lf  
w ith  g re a t courage, ready to  con
tinue  the ba ttle  a t the ne x t stage.

“ W E  W IL L  N O T  GO B A C K ”
M eanw hile 16,500 F irestone 

w o rkers  were s t i l l  on s trike , and 
fo r  the seventh day continued to 
challenge a ll the  powers o f the 
governm enta l s trike b re a k in g  m a
chine, bo ld ly  fo llo w in g  the deter
m ined pa th  o f the Goodyear 
s tr ike rs . I .  H . W atson, F irestone 
Local 7 president, f la t ly  re jected 
a W ar Labo r Board back to  w o rk  
order, s ta tin g , “ We w i l l  no t go 
oack on the same conditions under 
w h ich we w ent ou t.”

The Goodyear w orkers: day by

Where Is Boyer?
A K R O N  —  W here are Boyer 

and h is S ta lin is t gang d u rin g  
th is  rubber s tr ik e  here? Have 
they gone fish in g ?  How do 
they stand on th is  s tr ike ?  A re  
they w a it in g  fo r  the p ipe line 
to te ll them  whether the Good
year and F irestone w orkers 

are “ T ro ts k y ite  Wreckers”  o r 
progressive fig h te rs ?

day have w r itte n  an in s p ir in g  
chapter o f unsurpassed m ilita n c y  
in to  the h is to ry  o f Am erican 
labor s trugg les.

On M ay  28 the Goodyear w o rk 
ers tu rned ou t a th ree to  one vote 
in  fa v o r o f a s tr ik e  in  an N L R B  
ba llo t. T h is  was th e ir  challenge 
to  the corpora tion  cam paign o f 
w a ge -cu tting  and slash ing o f 
p iece-work prices. The Local 2

(C ontinued on page 2)

Briggs Union Backs 
Akron Rubber Strike

DETRO IT, July 5 — Presi
dent John J. Murphy, speak
ing for 27,000 members of the 
m ilitant Briggs Local 212, CIO 
United Automobile Workers, 
today wired a vigorous protest 
to the War Labor Board against 
its strikebreaking use of “ sanc
tions”  in the Akron Rubber 
strike.

T h is  action fo llow s  his send
in g  o f a message o f s o lid a r ity  to  
Goodyear Local 2 on s tr ik e  in 
A k ro n  toge the r w ith  F irestone 
Local 7, CIO  U n ite d  Rubber 
W orkers. O ther auto locals here, 
i t  is  reported, m ay take s im ila r 
action.

M u rp h y ’s te legram  to  D r. 
George T ay lo r, W L B  chairm an, 
s ta ted: “ On beha lf o f the 27,000 
members o f Local 212, U A W - 
CIO, I  w ish  to  pro test the recent 
action o f the N a tio n a l W a r Labor 
Board in  suspending the s h if t  
prem ium s and paid vacations fo r  
the Goodyear w orkers, members 
o f the  U n ite d  Rubber W orkers, 
CIO.

“ The organized labo r m ovem ent 
has w orked tire le ss ly  fo r  years 
in  m ak ing  these m a jo r gains 
w h ich  you are denying the  Rub
ber W orkers. W e o f Local 212 
urge the N a tion a l W a r Labor 
Board to  reconsider the decision 
they  have rendered. I f  th is  po licy 
is carried  ou t i t  w i l l  on ly b rin g  
a chaotic condition w ith in  the 
cou n try .”

The te legram  o f s o lid a r ity  to  
Goodyear Local 2 P resident C. V . 
W heeler, s ta ted : “ On beha lf o f 
B rig g s  Local 212, I  w ish  to  in 
fo rm  you th a t  we w ish  to  so lida r- 
ize ourselves w ith  you and you r 
m em bership in  you r f ig h t  aga inst 
the un ion-busting  drive  o f the  
rubber m anu fac tu re rs  and the  
W a r Labor Board. I  have a lready 
sent a com m unication to  the  W a r 
Labo r Board denouncing th e ir  
a ttacks upon y o u r un ion and have 
appealed to  our in te rn a tio n a l o f
ficers to do likew ise. A n y  fu r th e r  
steps you m ay suggest to  us, 
w h ich m ig h t be o f a id  to  you, 
w i l l  receive fr ie n d ly  considera
tio n .”
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Rubber Workers Fight Magnificent Battle 
Against Great Odds To Safeguard Unions

On the Picket Line in Akron

In  a m agn ificen t 19-day s tr ike , A k ro n  w orkers tied  up the rubber 
in d u s try  despite th rea ts  from  governm ent bureaus and D a lrym p le , 
In te rn a tio n a l P resident o f the U n ited  Rubber W orkers , CIO. 
They are shown p icke ting  the Goodyear p lan t (above) and F ire 
stone p lan t (be low ).

(Continued from  page 1) fy
executive board and ba rga in ing  
com m ittee had beat aga inst a 
solid w a ll o f company arrogance 
and b lu n t re fusa l to  g ive an inch 
on the  un ion ’s demands.

A t  m id n ig h t Sunday, June 17, 
w orkers  began to w a lk  out o f the 
Goodyear p lan ts. B y  th a t a f te r 
noon, the Local 2 executive board 
had o ff ic ia lly  sanctioned the 
s tr ike , w h ich was qu ick ly  ap
proved by a cheering, rousing 
mass m eeting o f the local. P icke t 
lines  were posted a t every p lan t 
gate, m a rk in g  the th ird  tim e  
since 1935 th a t the g re a t Good
yea r fo rtress  o f the rubber barons 
was humbled by the organized 
m ig h t o f the workers.

IG N O R E  W L B  ORDER
On M onday, the  reg iona l W ar 

La bo r Board in  Cleveland issued 
a b lu n t back-to -w o rk  order to 
C. V . W heeler, Goodyear Local 2 
president, and to  the Goodyear 
workers. The Goodyear s tr ike  
leaders im m ed ia te ly  showed th e ir  
m e ttle  by ig n o rin g  the u ltim a tum .

W heeler stated, “ The W L B  has 
no a u th o r ity  in so fa r as a legal 
s tr ik e  is concerned. Th is s tr ike  
was authorized under the term s 
o f the  S m ith-C onna lly  act, by a 
N a tion a l Labor Relations Board 
vote o f Goodyear production 
w orkers who voted th ree to  one 
in  fa vo r o f s tr ik in g .”

"N e ith e r the W a r Labor Board,”  
he said, “ nor any o the r o rg a n iz a - ' 
tio n  has any a u th o r ity  to  deny 
o u r r ig h t  to  s tr ik e  when the 
Congress o f the U n ited  States 
gave us th a t r ig h t . ”

Sherman D a lrym p le , URW.A 
In te rn a tio n a l president, made his 
f ir s t  comment on the s tr ik e  in  a 
press sta tem ent: “ The U R W A  
ha'- no t approved, sanctioned or 
authorized the present s tr ike  a t 
Goodyear. . . The w a r is s t i l l  on 
and our no -s trike  pledge s t ill 
stands.”

F IG H T IN G  S O L ID A R IT Y
A s though in  rep ly  to  a ll the 

a ttacks on the Goodyear s trike rs , 
a lm ost 11,000 F irestone w orkers 
w en t to  the N LR B -superv ised 
p o ll on ly  a few  hours a fte r  the 
s tr ik e  a t the E ast A k ron  Good
year p la n t began, and voted six  
to  one fo r  a s trike .

T h is  vote o f f ig h tin g  so lid a rity  
was a g rea t m orale bu iide r a t 
Goodyear. I t  showed the Goodyear 
w orkers they were not the on ly 
ones fed up w ith  the' union- 
busting  tactics o f the companies, 
the  vic ious run-around o f the 
W L B , and the cow ard ly  do- 
no th ing  po licy o f the In te rn a 
tio n a l un ion ’s top leaders.

B y  Tuesday, June 19, the 
Cleveland reg iona l W L B  le t out 
a squeal a t being ignored by the 
s tr ike rs  and issued a “ show- 
cause”  order to the un ion leaders 
to  appear in  Cleveland and ex 
p la in  themselves. On the same 
day U ndersecretary o f W ar P a t
terson telegraphed Dah'ym ple 
asking h im  to  “ take steps to end 
the s tr ike .”  A ll th is  ro lled  o f f  the 
backs o f the s tr ike rs  and th e ir  
leaders like  w a te r o f f  a duck’s 
back. They were prepared fo r  the 
barrage o f "o rde rs .”

L E A D E R S  S T A N D  F IR M
The union leaders decided to  go 

to  Cleveland and g ive the  W LB  
o ffic ia ls  a f u l l  dose o f “ show 
cause.”  Backed by a unanimous 
vote o f a lm ost 1500 w orkers a t a 
mass m eeting, held on Wednes
day, June 20, the Local 2 ex
ecutive board w ent to Cleveland 
and re je ted the  back-to -w ork 
order.

“ Union officers have worked 
n ig h t and day to  se ttle  grievances 
bu t have settled no th ing  of 
s ignificance,”  W heeler testified. 
“ The membership voted over
w h e lm ing ly  in  fa v o r o f a s tr ike  
and the officers t r y  to represent 
the w ill o f the members in  a 
dem ocratic way.”

“ We spend $2,000 a m onth  fo r  
the  g r i e v a n c e  com m ittee,”  
W heeler continued. “ The mem
bersh ip  fee ls the  com pany is

s ta llin g  on grievances in order to 
cost the un ion more money u n til 
we reach the po in t where wc 
can’t  a ffo rd  to  negotiate. We have 
tr ie d  every o the r method w ith  a ll 
the governm ent agencies in  the 
field, except s tr ik in g , and have 
obtained neg lig ib le  resu lts .”

M ax Johnstone, un ion a tto rney, 
stated th a t “ the re  is no regu la tion  
which p ro h ib its  the W L B  from  
con c ilia tin g  du rin g  a s tr ik e ,”  and 
demanded th a t the W LB  take im 
mediate steps to  concilia te  the 
grievances.

W O R KERS IN S P IR E D
The leadership’s defiance o f the 

reg ional W LB  was a ton ic  to  the 
A k ron  rubber workers. A wave o f 
m ilita n cy  and h igh  s p ir its  spread 
th rou gh  the c ity . The Goodyear 
p icke t lines were ju b ila n t. “ 1 
guess they re a lly  to ld  them  o f f , ” 
they said as the good word spread 
th a t th e ir  leaders had stood up 
and challenged the Cleveland 
reg ional W LB . The leaders and 
the s tr ik in g  w orkers spoke the 
same language.

I t  was rum ored th a t the  U R W A  
In te rn a tio n a l E xecutive Board 
was ho ld ing a special meeting. 
B ut these top o ffic ia ls  did not 
speak in  the same tongue as the 
A kron  rubber w orkers. They 
debated how to  break the s tr ike  
and, no doubt, how to  stem the 
tide  o f opposition to  th e ir  cow ard
ly  policies and save th e ir  seats in 
w hat the w orkers called “ the 
second mahogany row  in  the 
Buckeye b u ild in g ”  where Dal- 
r jm p le  drew  but did no t earn his 
sa lary.

The Goodyear s tr ik e  was c e r t i
fied on Thursday, June 22 to  the 
na tiona l W LB . The W L B  im 
m ediate ly issued a back-to -w ork  
order. Case 111-16459-D, which 
had gathered dust in  the  over
flo w in g  files, was fin a lly  dug up 
by the W LB .

A G A IN  D E F Y  W L B
W heeler rep lied by w ire  to  the 

back-to -w o rk  order in  no un 
certa in  te rm s: “ T h is  is no t a case 
■of w illingness o r unw illingness o f 
local officers to  end a s tr ike . .This 
is a case o f governm ent m achinery 
to ta lly  fa il in g  to  meet the s itu a 
tion , and to ta lly  fa il in g  to keep 
(lie  company in  line  w ith  the 
na tion ’s po licy o f f u l l  production. 
The o rder o f the f i f th  reg ional 
labor board to  re tu rn  to  w ork  
was unan im ously re jected by the 
m em bership.”

“ We ask the governm ent to 
take the necessary steps to  force 
the Goodyear T ire  and Rubber 
company to  com ply w ith  federal 
sta tu tes and w a r aims, ba rga in  in 
good fa ith ,  live  up to  com pany- 
union con tract, se ttle  grievances 
w ith o u t s ta llin g , and q u it chisel
l in g  on ra tes,”  the Goodyear 
s tr ike  leader stated.

Once again, the s tr ik e  leaders 
had “ to ld them o f f . ”  The s tr ike  
(vent in to  its  s ix th  day. The 
Goodyear local held its  second 
mass m eeting o f the s tr ike , and 
the s tr ik e rs  in  the jam m ed union 
h a ll on Case Avenue backed th e ir 
leaders to  a man.

On the seventh day o f the s tr ike  
the N a tion a l W L B  issued a “ show 
cause”  order and commanded the 
s tr ik e  leaders to  appear in  W ash
ing ton . B y  th is  tim e  the leaders 
were sick and tire d  o f “ orders”  
and “ commands.”  They refused 
to go to  W ashington o f th e ir  own 
vo lition .

T H E  “ M O R A L L A W ”
The W L B  im m ed ia te ly  served 

subpenaes on the s tr ik e  leaders, 
and W heeler, Local 2 president, 
accompanied by W . I.  V aught, 
treasurer, W . H . T id r ic k , vice 
president, C a rl Baker, secretary, 
and a tto rn e y  Johnstone boarded 
the tra in  fo r  .W ashington under 
compulsion, and appeared before 
the W LB .

These leaders f lu n g  the back- 
to -w o rk  o rder in  the face o f the 
M L B  and took the offensive. Van 
A- B ittn e r o f the CIO and E lm er 
W alker, o f the A F L  m achin ists,

Goodyear's Operator
A K R O N , O., J u ly  7 —  N avy 

Captain H . K . C la rk , now in 
charge o f operation o f the 
“ seized”  Goodyear p lan ts  here, 
is  a ca re fu lly  chosen rep re 
sentative o f b ig  business.

a s  a past president o f the 
Am erican Supply and M ach in 
ery M anufactu re rs  Association, 
and fo rm er vice president and 
general m anager o f the N o r
ton company o f W orcester, 
Mass., la rgest g r in d in g  too l 
m akers in  the w orld , C la rk  is 
obviously no fr ie n d  o f labor. 
C la rk  came to  A k ro n  fresh 
from  his experience in a seiz
ure o f west coast shipyards.

H is f i r s t  p roc lam ation con
tained the ominous sta tem ent 
th a t the N avy  would deal W ith 
Goodyear w orkers on ly  as in 
d iv iduals, and no t w ith  elected 
un ion officers.

labor members o f the W LB , voted 
w ith  the rest o f the s tr ik e 
breakers on the W LB  in o rdering  
the s tr ike rs  back to  w ork.

Van B ittn e r spoke at the hear
ing  about the “ m ora l law ”  tha t 
demanded a re tu rn  to w ork. 
Johnstone rep lied, “ We would 
like  to see your m ora l law  applied 
to th is  co rpora tion .”

W LB  Chairm an T a y lo r said the 
hearing w itnessed the “ f irs t  OIO 
o ffice r who refused to  meet his 
ob liga tion  as a labor leader.”  B u t 

the  A k ro n  rubber w orkers thought 
d iffe re n tly . F o r the f irs t tim e a 
CIO  leadership was re a lly  m eet
ing  its  ob liga tions to the mem
bers.

S T R IK E R S ’ A N S W E R
G overnor Lausche o f Ohio p u t 

in  his tw o  cents w o rth  o f a n t i
un ionism  by also dem anding a 
re tu rn  to  w ork . The A rm y  and 
N avy made press statem ents 
about the “ loss o f lives”  re su ltin g  
fro m  the s tr ike . To a ll these the 
s tr ik e  leaders issued a de fin itive  
rep ly .

“ The Goodyear T ire  and Rubber 
company changed conditions in 
the A k ron  p lan ts  to  such an 

! ex ten t th a t they became in to le r
able,”  a s ta tem ent by W heeler 
on June 27 said. “ L ite ra lly  
hundreds o f rates have been cu t 
by managem ent w ith o u t consulta
tion  w ith  the union. The cost o f 
liv in g  is  no t be ing reduced. I t  is 
s tead ily  r is in g . The W L B  lias! 
s tead fastly  held to the L i t t le  
Steel F o rm u la  b u t has fa ile d  and 
refused to  g ra n t A k ron  rubber 
w orkers even the benefit o f th a t 
fo rm u la . . .

“ U N IO N -B U S T IN G  A T T E M P T ”
“ Since the beginn ing o f th is  

s tr ik e , which was forced upon the 
w orkers o f the Goodyear T ire  and 
Rubber Co., they have received 
no e ffec tive  he lp o r any help, 
from  any governm enta l agencies 
o r from  the in te rn a tio n a l union 
to  settle the controversy. Instead 
o f help. . . they have been sub
jected to  order a fte r  o rder to 
re tu rn  td  w o rk  w ith o u t the set
tlem en t o f the conditions which 
led to  the cris is .

“ In  place o f g iv in g  assistance 
. . . D a lrym p le  advised J . A . 
K ru g , cha irm an o f the W a r P ro 
duction Board as fo llo w s : ‘We 
nave not and w i l l  not approve the 
s tr ik e  and w i l l  no t assist in  d is
position  o f any problem  w h ile  
s tr ik e  is in  progress.’ ,

“ . . .the office rs o f Goodyear 
Local 2 were skeptica l th a t the 
W a r Labor Board would proceed 
to  im m edia te ly  settle grievances. 
That skeptic ism  was jus tified ... 
The w orkers cannot expect any 
expeditious o r proper hand ling  o f 
th e ir  in to le rab le  w o rk in g  condi
tions by the W LB . W e see in  the 
present po licy  o f t h e . . .com pany 
an a tte m p t to  break the union. 
I f  th a t a ttem p t is successful here 
and elsewhere i t  w i l l  in e v ita b ly  
lead to  lessened purchasing pow- 
e b ...a n d  to  another depression.

“ Does anyone th in k  th a t the 
people o f Am erica  w il l  rem ain

quiescent again under such h e a rt
breaking and ru inous conditions 
ds oppressed them in  1929 and 
the e a rly  30’s? ”

“ W E A R  T H E M  O U T ”
As the s tr ik e  w en t on in to  its  

8th, 9th and 10th days, i t  was 
obvious th a t the governm ent was 
t r y in g  to  w ear the s tr ike rs  out. 
“ I t  is ve ry  apparent,”  W heeler 
said, “ th a t the urgency o f m il i
ta ry  production impressed upon 
us in both C leveland and W ash
in g ton  is not nearly  so im p o r
ta n t as f i r s t  represented to ,us. 
I f  lives are be ing lo s t because o f 
th is  lack o f p roduc tion ; w hy 
hasn 't the governm ent taken 
steps to  ge t the p lan ts  back in  
opera tion ?

“ We arc ready to  s it  down any 
tim e ,”  W heeler declared, “ and 
t r y  to  se ttle  our grievances, and 
we have been t r y in g  to  get the 
W L B , o the r governm enta l agen
cies and our own in te rna tiona l 
union to  arrange such a m eet
in g .”

D a lrym p le  rep lied w ith  an ad
vertisem ent in the d a ily  press, 
once again o rde ring  the workers 
to com ply w ith  the no -s trike  
pledge. B y  now D a lrvm p le ’s ex
ho rta tion s  were no t even news to  
the workers, and were considered 
ju s t  a p a rt o f  the s tr ikeb rea k ing  
scram ble o f the W ash ing ton b ig  
shots.

W A S H IN G T O N  F R U S T R A T E D
W ashington o ffic ia ls  were un 

doubtedly fru s tra te d  by  the stub
born re fusa l o f the union leaders 
to break. A f te r  a dozen days, the 
governm ent sent in  its  reserves 
anrl began to  th ro w  its  heavy 
am m unition. On the order o f s ta
b iliz a tio n  d irec to r W m . H. Davis, 
selective service ordered the te r 
m ina tion  o f the occupational de
fe rm en ts  o f a ll s tr ike rs . . . Two 
days la te r the W L B  threatened 
to  app ly  sanctions by w ith d ra w 
in g  vacation pav and s h ift  bonus, 
as w e ll as m aintenance o f mem
bership, fro m  the union.

On the same day, the Good
year w orkers  in mass m eeting 
once again defied the W LB . On 
Sunday, J u ly  1, the Goodyear 
leaders again demanded, th is  tim e  
in a te legram  to  Rep. Sm ith  and 
Senator Connally, th a t the gov
ernm ent fo rce  the com pany to  
negotia te  the grievances w hich 
provoked the s trike .

A nd  th a t a fte rnoon a lm ost 3,- 
000 F irestone w o rkers  jammed 
South H ig h  School au d ito rium  to 
consider s tr ik e  action. They voted 
tw o to  one to  jo in  the  Goodyear 
w orkers  on s tr ike , w h ile  a t the 
same tim e  the Goodyear s tr ike rs  
m et and once again voted to  re 
fuse to  re tu rn  to  w ork.

I .  H. W atson, president o f F ire 
stone Local 7, voiced the ba ttle  
cry  o f the  F irestone w orke rs : 
“ The members o f m y union have 
no confidence in  the  W L B ,”  he 
said. “ They have come to appre
cia te  the fa c t th a t a pow erfu l 
company ^uch as F irestone can 
p ro s titu te  the procedures and 
policies o f tha t board to  its  own 
ends.”

In  a b r ie f and c u ttin g  phrase 
he summed up w hat the m ilita n t 
rubber w orkers fe lt  about the 
cow ard ly  in te rn a tio n a l union o f
f ice rs : “ A ll are in  league against 
the w orkers.”

H IS T O R IC  STR U G G LE
The W a r Labo r Board then 

played its  la s t card. I t  carried 
ou t its  th re a t to  app ly  sanctions, 
and took  aw ay the vacation pay

and n ig h t s h if t  bonus o f the 
Goodyear workers. H a v ing  th row n  
eve ry th in g  in the book a t the 
Goodyear s tr ike rs , the W LB  then 
took steps to  c e r t ify  the  case to 
president T ru m a n ..

T h irty -seven  thousand rubber 
w orkers were out on s tr ike . N o th 
ing  the W L B  could do had shaken 
the s tr ike rs . I t  was clear th a t the 
F irestone s tr ik e  leaders were 
w o rk ing  in  close harm ony w ith  
the Goodyear leaders, and would 
also hold out. T h is  was now the 
greatest w a rtim e  s tr ik e  since the 
coal s tr ik e  o f 1943.

The c ity  o f A k ro n  was a .tinder 
box. The Goodrich and General 
T ire  and Rubber companies shut 
down fo r  repa irs  du rin g  the week 
fro m  J u ly  1 to  J u ly  9. W hat 
would happen nex t week?

The local d ra ft  board reflected 
the widespread sym pathy fo r  the 
s tr ike rs  by rebe lling  against the 
order to  d ra ft  s tr ike rs . “ We 
should not be forced to become 
a s trikeb rea k ing  agency,”  J. P. 
Riddle, local d ra ft  board ch a ir
man stated.

R E A L  U N IO N  LE A D E R S
On the 4 th  o f Ju ly , W heeler 

and W atson, the tw o  s tr ik e  lead
ers, jo in t ly  appealed to  Trum an. 
“ A ll th a t is needed,”  they said, 
“ is fo r  the President o r some res- 
sponsible governm ent agency to 
order the Goodyear and F irestone 
companies to  s it  down and nego
tia te  the hundreds o f grievances 
which have caused these s trikes .”

K now ing  th a t the  la s t weapon 
in the governm ent’s arsenal was 
seizure o f the p lants, W heeler 
and W atson stated, “ There is 
absolute ly no necessity fo r  the 
governm ent o f the U n ited  States 
to seize e ithe r o f these plants...”

These were obviously leaders of 
a new order. They defied the 
governm enta l agencies on every 
back-to-w ork order, and what is 
more they did not say to  the 
workers tha t governm ent seizure 
was a desirable conclusion to the 
s trike . They consis ten tly  demand
ed th a t the governm ent force the 
company to deal w ith  the union, 
and th a t genuine co llective b a r
ga in ing  be enforced.

B A T T L E  N O T  E N D E D
B u t the governm ent played its  

la s t s tr ikeb rea k ing  card. The 
workers are now a t w o rk  in  Good
year under m il ita ry  ru le . W ha t 
the outcome w il l  be is unknown.

The F irestone leaders are ho ld
in g  firm , and i t  is expected the 
governm ent w ill V ap id ly  move to 
w ard  a seizure the re  a fte r  ex
hausting  its  s tr ikeb rea k ing  d ic
tio n a ry  in  th is  case also. The 
W L B  orders to the F irestone 
w orkers now have a ho llow  rin g . 
They are monotonous repe titions 
o f w h a t has gone before.

The N a vy  moved in to  Goodyear 
w ith  an ominous note, s ta tin g  
th a t i t  w ill deal w ith  w orkers 
on ly  as ind iv idua ls  and no t w ith  
o fficers o f U R W  Local 2.

The In te rn a tio n a l O fficers o f 
(he U R W A , confronted w ith  a 
solid bloc o f opposition in A kron , 
are p repa ring  moves to  save th e ir  
posts, and to  enforce th e ir  ro tten  
policies.

B u t the A k ron  rubber cris is  is 
fa r  from  over. M ore ba ttles  are 
close at hand.
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Local Auto Union 
Heads Demand 
UAW Convention

D E T R O IT , J u ly  9 —  The 
m eeting o f the presidents o f 
D e tro it area locals o f  the CIO 
U n ited  A u tom ob ile  W orkers 
here to n ig h t voted unanimous 
support to  a reso lution in tro 
duced by B rig gs  Locals 212 
and 742 dem anding th a t the 
In te rn a tio n a l E xecutive Board 
and in te rn a tio n a l officers p re 
pare fo r  and ca ll the un ion’s 
annual convention despite the 
O DT ban. I t  was fu r th e r  voted 
to  demand th a t the U A W  top 
o ffice rs a ttend another local 
presidents m eeting Ju ly  15 to 
account fo r  th e ir  fa ilu re  to  car
ry  out the action program  o f 
the D e tro it Regional C onfer
ence on June 14.

D E T R O IT , J u ly  8 —  M eeting 
here today in special jo in t  session 
fo r the f irs t  tim e  in th e ir  h is to ry , 
the Executive Boards o f B riggs  
Locals 212 and 742, CIO U n ited  
Autom obile (Yorkers, urged the 
fo rthco m ing  D e tro it  U A W  local 
presidents’ m eeting to  cail the 
In te rn a tio n a l Executive Board and 
top officers to account fo r  th e ir  
fa ilu re  to  take even the f irs t  steps 
tow ard im p lem enting  the p ro 
g ram  o f action  adopted on June 
j.4 by the D e tro it reg ional con
ference, representing  400,000 
U A W  members.

The June 14 conference, voted 
overw helm ing ly to  demand tha t 
I he In te rn a tion a l Board pe tition  
fo r  an indus try -w ide  N L R B  s tr ik e  
vote to  break the L i t t le  Steel 
w age-freezing fo rm u la . The con
ference also w ent on record to 
f ig h t fo r  a 40-hour week a t 48 
hours pay to  o ffse t la y o ffs  and 
i educed take-home pay.

D O -N O T H IN G  P O LIC Y
In  p ro te s ting  the do-noth ing 

po licy o f the In te rn a tio n a l lead
ers and th e ir  s ta llin g  o f the De
t r o i t  conference demands, the 
jo in t  session o f the B rig gs  execu
tiv e  boards also adopted by un< 
animous vote a reso lu tion  de- 
nanding th a t “ the In te rn a tio n a l 

O fficers and E xecutive Board 
c a rry  ou t the mandates o f ou r 
Ce ivstitutio ri ahd proceed w ith  the 
p repa ra tions fo r  our convention .”

T h is  reso lu tion po in ts ou t th a t 
the O ffice o f Defense T ransp o rt
a tio n ’s re fusa l to  authorize the 
U A  \V convention, o r ig in a lly  
scheduled fo r  September, “ is in 
tended to pro long and continue 
a po licy fo r  the union movement 
which no longer represents the 
desires o f the membership as re 
flected in  recent conferences, 
s tr ik e  actions, e tc.”

The reso lu tion po in ts out the 
an ti- la bo r in te n t o f the O DT in 
b a rr in g  union conventions w h ile 
p e rm ittin g  “ horse rac ing  synd i
cates and baseball magnates to 
operate th e ir  m oney-m aking p ro 
jects w ith  the use o f tra n sp o rta 
tion  fa c ilit ie s  needed fo r  these en
terprises”  and w h ile  “ no steps 
have been taken to  re s tr ic t the 
trave l o f the id le rich  to  and 
fro m  th e ir  summer homes and 
resorts.”
R U L IN G  A C C E P TE D

I t  is noted in  the reso lu tion 
th a t the “ ru lin g s  o f the ODT 
c a rry  w e ig h t on ly as recommend
ations and the ODT lacks au tho r
i t y  to invoke penalties fo r  the 
re fusa l to accept and abide by 
its  ru lin g s ,”  bu t the “ top leader
ship is appa ren tly  in te n t upon 
accepting the recent ru lin g  ban
n ing our convention.”

Today’s jo in t  session o f the 
B riggs  executives m arks a real 
advance in  the cooperative re la 
tions o f the tw o locals. A lthough  
a ll B rig gs  w orkers in  th is  area 
were o r ig in a lly  under the ju r is 
d ic tion  o f Local 212, b it te r  fa c 
tion a l r iv a lr ie s  in  the  In te rn a 
tio n a l Un ion in  1940 resulted in 
the establishm ent o f a separate 
B riggs  Local 742 in  th e ir  new ly- 
constructed Conner p lan t.

Now  the B riggs  w orkers have 
become h ig h ly  aware o f th e ir  m u
tua l problem s and the necessity 
fo r  closest co llabora tion  to  defeat 
the un ion-busting  a ttacks o f the 
company. D u rin g  the past period, 
cutbacks have reduced the peak 
em ploym ent o f 40,000 a t the 
B rig gs  p lan t here to  16,000, w ith  
more la y o ffs  each day.
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O D T ’s “ Sophistication”
The J u ly  7 Business Week 

claims th a t the O ffice o f Defense 
T ransporta tion  “ has become h igh - 
'y  sophisticated about labo r a f 
fa irs .”  The ODT has placed a 
ban on un ion conventions, which 
th is yea r have prom ised to  cause 
p len ty  o f headaches fo r  govern
ment and labo r o ffic ia ls  who w an t 
lo  keep the no -s trike  chains on 
the w orkers . O n ly conventions 
authorized by the O DT m ay be 
held.

Thus, the CIO U n ited  Rubber 
W orkers  has been denied the r ig h t  
to hold a convention by  the ODT. 
S ly ly , Business W eek observes 
th a t a U R W  convention “ would 
be a cinch to revoke the no -s trike  
pledge”  and “ e lim in a tin g  the con
vention w il l  make i t  much harder 
fo r  the rank and file  to reverse 
the o ffic ia l no -s trike  po licy.”

On the o ther hand, the ODT 
gave the “ green l ig h t ”  to  S ta lin 
is t Josesph C u rran ’s CIO N a tion a l 
M a ritim e  LTnion to  hold its  con
te n tio n  in  Newr Y o rk  C ity  la s t 
week, notes Business Week. The 
O D T ’s technica l reason fo r  ap
p ro v in g  the N M U  convention was 
th a t h a lf  the N M U  members 
c la im  New Y o rk  as th e ir  home 
p o rt and the  convention would 
be no g re a t s tra in  on tra n sp o rta 
tion  fa c ilit ie s .

However, Business W eek can
not re fra in  fro m  p o in ting  ou t how 
ne a tly  the O DT’s decisions as to 
w hat union conventions can or 
cannot be held fits  in  w ith  the 
governm ent’s plans to  keep a 

.s tra ig h tia c k e t on la bo r. “ I t  is 
com ple te ly safe to  assume th a t 
the N M U  convention w ill do no th 
in g  th a t the officers would not 
do anyw ay.”

W h a t C urran did  a t the open
in g  o f the N M U  convention was 
call fo r  continued unconditiona l 
enforcem ent o f  the no -s trike  po l
ic y  “ fo r  the du ra tio n .”  No doubt 
ODT o ffic ia ls  now fee l confirmed 
in  th e ir  op in ion as to  the “ best”  
method fo r  de te rm in ing  w ha t con
ventions can o r can’t  be held.

*  *  *

Avery Scores Again
When the governm ent “ seized”  

M ontgom ery (Y a rd ’s Hum m er 
M an u fac tu ring  Company n lan t a t 
g ^ r in g fie ld , I llin o is , on M ay 20, 
1 <H ] f i t  '**'■>c pr<>'?uri-*ablv t.o pri- 
force a (V LB  order d ire c tin g  the 

'( le fia n t; c<jtnpapy' ts  *Sign' a m ain- 
•enance o f membership con tract 
w ith  A F L  In te rn a tio n a l Un ion “Of 
M achin ists.

B u t when the A rm y  recently  
restored fu l l  contro l to  Sewell 
A v e ry ’s company, no m a in ten
ance o f m em bership con tract had 
been signed by the company. A 
company o ffic ia l boasted th a t 
when the A rm y  departed the 
W LB  order fo r  a m aintenance o f 
m embership clause was revoked 
‘a u tom a tica lly .”

Between the unw illingness o f 
(he governm ent to  get rea lly

“ tough”  w ith  A ve ry  and the com
pany’s continued unrestra ined un
ion-busting , the un ion was f in a lly  
forced to  accept a con tract ex
clud ing m aintenance o f m em ber
ship. T h is  has been the m ain 
po in t at issue in a ll the M on t
gom ery W ard cases.

Here is a pe rfec t il lu s tra t io n  o f 
how fu t i le  i t  is fo r  the w orkers 
to depend on the ca p ita lis t gov
ernm ent to  pro tect th e ir  in te rests 
aga inst the open-shoppers.

*  * *

N LR B  S trike  Polls
The tremendous upsurge o f la 

bor m ilita n c y  in  the past fo u r  
m onths is recorded by  the com
pa ra tive  figures fo r  N L R B  s tr ik e  
polls under the S m ith -C onna lly  
a n ti-s tr ik e  law' d u rin g  the f irs t  
five m onths o f 1944 and th is  year.

F rom  January  th rough M ay 
1944, a to ta l o f 42,922 w orkers 
pa rtic ipa ted  in N L R B  s tr ik e  votes. 
In  the same period o f th is  year 
558,570 union men and women 
pa rtic ipa ted  in such polls —  13 
tim es as many as the year be
fo re !

The b iggest upsurge so fa r  has 
come in the past five weeks, w ith  
hundreds o f thousands no t on ly  
v o tin g  fo r  s tr ik e  bu t ac tu a lly  
m anning p icket lines a ll over the 

"country.
I t  is c lear the w orkers aren ’t  

w a it in g  fo r  the fo rm a lit ie s  o f un
ion conventions to break the no- 
s tr ik e  po licy. I t  is being smashed 
to pieces th rou gh  d ire c t s tr ik e  
action. The w orkers are “ v o tin g  
w ith  th e ir  fe e t”  by w a lk in g  out o f 
the p lants in  hundreds o f tho u 
sands.

* * *

T a lk  Is Cheap
U nder pressure o f the hundreds 

o f thousands o f .Negro w orkers  
ir. the  A F L  and the per
s is ten t pounding o f the p ro g 
ressive sections o f A m erican la 
bor, pious W ill ia m  Green, head 
o f the A F L , f in a lly  issued a 
sta tem ent condemning rac ia l d is 
c rim in a tio n  in  A F L  unions, a 
num ber o f which are notorious 
fo r  th e ir  “ li ly -w h ite ”  an ti-dem o
c ra tic  polic ies o f Negro exclusion 
or segregation. Green’s s ta te 
ment w'as published in  the J u ly  
issue o f the Am erican Federa- 
l ionist.

“ (Vhen and i f  organized labo r 
predicates membership in  any un
ion upon race, ( re lig io n  o r an
cestry, i t  is he lp ing  to  create a 
po ten tia l a n ti- la b o r a rm y  thait 

’ can be used by labo r-ba ite rs  to  
f ig h t labor unions, weaken la b o r’s 
collective ba rga in ing  power and 
destroy its  effectiveness,”  said 
Green.

W e can but welcome th is  sen ti
ment, even though belated. We 
suspect, however, these are ju s t 
words. They would have more 
m eaning i f  Green in  the past —  
or r ig h t  now —  took some con
crete steps to enforce th is  po licy 
in  A F L  unions —  the B o ile rm ak
ers, fo r  instance.

URW HEADS BETRAY 
RUBBER UNIONISTS

A K R O N , O. —  The Goodyear 
and F irestone s trikes have 
b rough t to  a c r it ic a l po in t the 
long -s tand ing s trugg le  between 
the local leadership o f the rubber 
w o rkers  and the CIO U n ited  Rub
ber W orke rs ’ top In te rn a tio n a l 
clique led by D a lrym p le , Buch- 
m aster and Eagle.

Since U R W  President D a l- 
rym p le ’s abortive  a tte m p t to en
force the no -s trike  policies o f the 
top  office rs by  suspending 72 
bandbuilders o f General T ire  and 
Rubber Local 9, the g u lf  has w id 
ened between the  m il ita n t  A k ron  
iocal union o ffice rs  and members, 
and the In te rn a tio n a l Executive 
Board .

FORCED TO R E T R E A T
This previous bureaucratic  and 

d ic ta to r ia l a ttem p t to  oust a 
whole group o f m ilita n ts  fa iled  
m iserab ly as a resu lt o f  the de
term ined opposition o f the whole 
Akron leadership, bfteked by the 
members. D a lrym p le  was forced 
to  re tre a t and to  re ins ta te  the 
suspended members.

B u t D a lrym p le  could no t 
change his course. H is  '.only 
method o f en fo rc in g  h is policies 
is the use o f the bureaucratic 
club.

H is second im p o rta n t venture 
in to  d ic ta to rsh ip  occurred when 
he fined no less than 572 members 
o f U. S. Rubber Local 101, De
tro it ,  fo r  an unauthorized w a lk 
out. He was m et by a fo rce fu l 
opposition fro m  A kron , aided th is  
rim e by a s trong  b!oc in  the De
t r o i t  local, where a rebellion 
against its  S ta lin is t president, 
John M arm on, was p rec ip ita ted 
by the  fines.

R A L L Y  TO A K R O N
A t  the la s t U R W -C IO  conven

tion  held in  September, 1944, in 
New Y o rk  C ity , the A k ron  m il i
tan ts  m obilized fu l ly  one-th ird  o f 
the delegates aga inst D a lrym p le ’s 
leadership and policies. Since 
th a t tim e  several o f the sm all lo 
cals fo rm e rly  dom inated by the 
In te rn a tio n a l Board, have bolted

the top clique and have, ra llie d  
to the side o f the A k ro n  bloc.

The cu rre n t g re a t A k ro n  ru b 
ber s tr ik e  has dram atized the in 
ner union s itua tion . I t  has c lea r
ly  exposed the s trikeb rea k ing  po l
icies o f the top  officers. M any 
local unions in o u tly in g  c ities 
have telegraphed th e ir  sym pathy 
to the Goodyear- and F irestone 
locals.

A  ra p id ly  g ro w in g  section o f 
the rubber union has g ra v ita te d  
towards the progressive, m il ita n t 
A k ron  leaders who are show ing 
the way, both in the f ig h t aga inst 
the corpora tions, the W LB , and 
aga inst the  c r im in a lly  reaction 
a ry  policies o f the D a lrym p le  
clique. Th is con fronts  D a lrym p le  
and h is cohorts w ith  an im m edi
ate pressing problem . T im e 
w orks aga inst them .

O N G U A R D !
The A k ro n  m ilita n ts  and th e ir  

supporters everywhere would do 
w e ll to  be on guard aga inst a des
perate move by the top office rs 
o f the union to  smash the power
fu l com bination in  A kron , to  use 
the bureaucra tic  club to  w ipe ou t 
th e ir  opposition. T ha t is the on ly 
answer D a lrym p 'e  knows in  his 
r ig h t aga inst m ilita n ts  who now 
speak fo r  the g re a t m a jo r ity  o f 
the ran k  and file.

Local unions m ust close ranks 
w ith  the A k ron  leadership by 
adop ting  reso lutions o f support 
to the Goodyear and F irestone 
s tr ike rs  and the m il ita n t  policies 
o f the s tr ik e  leaders.

New York
S O C IA L IS T  Y O U T H  FO R U M  

Ju ly  18, 8 p. m.

"The Fight for the FEPC" 
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Free Admission
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N M U  O ffic ia ls  Evade 
Real Struggle Against 
Seamen’s Bonus Slash

NEW  YORK, July 9— How
ard McKenzie, Stalinist chair
man of the Wage Negotiating 
Committee of the CIO Nation
al Martime Union, yesterday 
presented to the N M U  national 
convention the details of what 
he described as a "political 
blitzkrieg" to stave o ff the 
bonus cut for merchant seamen.

M cKenzie ’s “ b l itz ”  was launch
ed by the N M U  convention, 
w h ich  voted unan im ously to take 
the  fo llo w in g  action :

1. Send a ran k  and f i le  dele
ga tion  to  W ashington to  p icket 
A d m ira l Land and the W a r S h ip
p in g  A d m in is tra tio n ;

2. W ire  a ll po rts  in s tru c tin g  
N M U  branches to  p icke t the 
W S A ;

3. Call upon a ll m a ritim e  unions 
to  jo in  th is  dem onstra tion and re 
quest fu l l  support fro m  the CIO.

T h is  action fo llow ed a sharp 
re b u ff  in  W ashington to  N M U ' 
lobbyis ts  who were t ry in g  to  car
r y  ou t the S ta lin is ts ’ so-called 
“ wage po licy .”  These lobbyists 
w e rc a special convention dele
ga tion , headed by John Rogan.

W A S H IN G T O N  R E B U F F
Rogan reported back to  the 

convention la s t S a tu rday th a t 
M a ritim e  W a r Em ergency Board 
Chairm an M acauley, Economic 
S tab iliza tion  D ire c to r Davis, and 
W a r M ob iliza tion  D ire c to r V inson 
had been in terview ed. They heard 
the plea th a t bonus cuts, which 
w i l l  mean a 40% reduction in 
voyage p a y -o ff fo r  A tla n tic  
Ocean runs, be postponed u n t il 
a W LB  decision on seamen’s de
mands fo r  wage ad justm ents is 
handed down. The union proposal 
was re jected ou t o f hand by these 
heads o f the three governm ent 
agencies involved.

Capta in  M acauley, speaking 
fo r  the M W E B , to ld  the union 
de legation b lu n tly  th a t the  bonus 
cu t would go in to  e ffe c t on Ju ly  
15 as p rev iously  announced. A nd 
“ S tab ilize r”  D avis said tha t the 
case could not he heard u n til 
Ju ly  19 and th a t i t  was im possi

ble fo r  h im  to  postpone the bonus 
cuts because th a t would be in 
te r fe r in g  w ith  the a ffa irs  o f an
other agency, the M W E B . M o b il
iza tion  D irec to r V inson was po
lite  enough to  advise the N M U  
delegation to  “ keep in  touch”  
w ith  h im , a fte r  announcing tha t 
he could g ive no im m edia te an
swer to the un ion ’s proposal.

B oth  the N M U  and A F L  Sea
fa re rs  In te rn a tio n a l U n ion  have 
b rough t cases before the W LB  
/o r  ad justm ent and are demand
ing  the m in im um  ho u rly  ra te  o f 
55 cents fo r  seamen. T h is  de
mand, i f  granted, would b r in g  
the base wages w ith  overtim e up 
to the approxim ate  level o f w a r
tim e earnings.

W H A T  K IN D  O F “ B L IT Z ”
The fa c t th a t seamen’s demands 

are being decided in  W ashington 
obviously necessitates p o litica l 
action by the m aritim e  unions. 
B u t M cKenzie ’s “ b litz ”  is no t a 
f ig h t  aga inst the p o lit ic a l agen
cies o f the ship-operators. In 
stead, i t  is  being conducted un 
der slogans o f p o lit ic a l support 
fo r  these agencies.

P ickets sent to  W ashington are 
pa rad ing Vvith placards which 
boast th a t the N M U  convention 
has unanim ously re a ffirm e d  the 
r.o-strike  pledge, th a t the N M U  
“ keeps ’em sa ilin g ,”  and th a t the 
dem onstra ting  seamen are not on 
s tr ike  bu t on fu r lo u g h  fro m  th e ir 
ships.

The seamen’s f ig h t fo r  liv in g  
wages can be seriously and suc
cessfu lly conducted on ly under 
the banner o f independent w o rk 
ing  class action. F o r th is  the sea
men m ust f i r s t  free themselves 
from  the shackles o f the no -s trike  
pledge. They m ust w ith d ra w  a ll 
support, from  the W L B  and de
mand the reca ll o f labo r rep re 
sentatives from  th a t agency. 
They m ust conduct a cam paign 
against the plans o f the W SA to 
hand over the governm ent-owned 
ships to  p riva te  owners, thus 
guarantee ing m illio ns  in p ro fits  
to the pa ras itica l sh ip -“ owners”  
in th is  governm ent-bu ilt and gov
ernm ent-operated in dus try .

NMU Convention 
_____Sidelights

No-Strike Pledge 
Rammed Through 
NMU Convention

(Continued from  page 1)
gone fo reve r when men came to 
N M U  conventions to  c a rry  out 
the wishes o f th e ir  shipm ates 
who had elected them. T h is  had 
on ly  caused “ d is rpp tion ,”  he 
said.

The fo u r delegates who voted 
aga inst the no -s trike  reso lu tion 
were given to  understand tha t 
i t  was a question o f change your 
vote “ o r else.”  By th is  means the 
S ta lin is ts  got th e ir  “ unanim ous”  
vote. A f te r  th a t, eve ry th ing  was 
“ unanimous.”

This convention is one more 
b it te r  experience fo r  the seamen. 
I t  is  a fu r th e r  example o f the 
fu r y  o f the S ta lin is ts  aimed 
no t a t the vic ious sh ipp ing com
panies, bu t a t progressive w o rk 
ers seeking a genuine so lu tion to 
the huge wage cuts im m edia te ly  
fac in g  the seamen th rou gh  the 
bonus slashes a rb it ra r ily  imposed 
by the M aritim e  W a r Em ergency 
Board.

Rank and file  seamen are con
spicuous by th e ir  absence from  
the v is ito rs ’ g a lle ry  o f the S ta l
in is t show p la y in g  c u rre n tly  a t 
the N M U  convention ha ll. A  lone 
seamen, who came as a spectator, 
was kicked out when he a tte m p t
ed to  defend h im s e f fro m  the 
“ charges”  b rough t aga inst h im  
cn the floo r.

* * *
Apprehensive o f a move seem

in g ly  underway to  “ dum p”  him, 
N a tiona l T reasurer H edly Stone 
made haste to disburse the sum 
o f $7,000, from  fo rm er convention 
funds, to a ll “ needy delegates.”  
W ho determ ined who were the 
“ needy delegates?”  You guessed 
i t  —  Stone!

*  *  *

I t  is no t unusual fo r  a S ta lin is t 
to  make such m otions as: “ I 
move to  close discussion and to 
accept the re p o rt U N A N IM O U S 
L Y .”  L ite ra lly  E V E R Y T H IN G  
is passed unan im ously by th is  
rubber-stam p convention.

*  *  *

The D a ily  W orke r came in fo r

special praise, and the Press 
Com m ittee encouraged the deleg
ates to  read th is  S ta lin is t b ilge 
sheet.

*  *  *

The convention h a ll was turned 
in to  a ve ritab le  parade ground 
fo r  a rm -ch a ir adm ira ls  and o ther 
brass hats, assorted labor fakers, 
congressmen, social w orkers, and 
o ther “ guests”  o f C u rran  and 
Company.

*  *  *

I t  was announced th a t the 
N M U  paper, The P ilo t, w il l hence
fo r th  be sent to  shipowners and 
o ther “ ou tstand ing public o f f i
c ia ls.”  But some seamen are 
w ondering w hether The P ilo t may 
not re a lly  COME fro m  the 
shipowners and th e ir  ilk , whose 
in te rests i t  supports.

*  *  *

An N M U  se lf-s ty led , “ rank and 
fi.e r”  repoi’ted on his m eeting 
w ith  CIO President P h ilip  M u r
ray. Asked how he p re fe rred  to 
be addressed, M u rra y  rep lied : 
“ Just call me P H IL , I ’m a rank 
and f ile r  too .”

Huge Small-Arms Plant 
Shutdown In St. Louis

ST. LOUIS —• A complete 
shutdown of the world's largest 
small-arms plant, operated here 
by the U. S. Cartridge Com
pany, w ill be completed by Oc
tober I, the W ar Department 
announced suddenly last week.

F o llow ing  the governm ent’s 
usual po licy, the announcement 
was made w ith o u t any previous 
w a rn in g  to  the 16;000 w orkers 
s t i l l  employed. L a y o ffs  a t  th is  
gove rnm en t-bu ilt p la n t have been 
under w ay fo r  over tw o  months.

I t  is  estim ated th a t the closing 
o f the U. S. C a rtridge  p lan t w ill

IN  T H E  C O M IN G

New York Elections 
VOTE AGAINST:
C a p ita lis t H unger 
C a p ita lis t M isery 
C a p ita lis t W ar

VOTE FOR:
Socia list P len ty  
S ocia lis t P rospe rity  
Socia list Peace 
Vote fo r

DOBBS & SIMPSON!

Printing Trades 
Strike Continues 
Against Donnelley

(Continued from  page 1) 
iza tion  Com m ittee o f Chicago 
P r in tin g  Trades U nions”  to  s ign
up the w orkers. The workers had 
to f ig h t  vicious company re p r i
sals. The N a tion a l Labor Rela
tions Board f in a lly  found the com
pany in v io la tio n  o f the W agner 
A ct.

La s t October, the Pressmen, 
M achin ists, Pho to-E ngravers and 
L ithog raphers  won N L R B  elec
tions. The com pany turned co l
lective b a rga in ing  in to  a farce. 
I t  was a t th is  ju n c tu re  th a t the 
weakness o f the c ra f t  union s truc 
tu re  in a mass production p lan t 
like  Donnelley’s became apparent.

The Pressmen, a f te r  being tu rn 
ed down on 19 issues, o ffe red to  
a rb itra te  a ll issues, inc lud ing  the 
union shop, before an em ployer- 
slanted board o f H e n ry  R. Luce 
o f T im e, Robert Wood o f Sears- 
Roebuck and “ A m erica  F irs t , ”  
and E dw ard M cG rady, RCA o ff i
c ia l. W hen the com pany refused 
to  a rb itra te  the un ion shop is 
sue, the Pressmen alone walked 
out on M ay 27.

However, a ll the other c ra fts , 
except the A F L  S tereotypers who 
have a closed shop agreement 
w ith  a subsid iary o f Donnelley’s, 
have jo ined the w a lkou t, since a 
defeat o f the Pressmen would 
prove disastrous fo r  a ll the o ther 
unions involved. The stereotypers 
in the e lectro type foundry  have 
crossed the p icke t lines da ily . I f  
they jo ined the s tr ike , the p lan t 
would be com plete ly th ro ttle d .

As the s tr ik e  has progressed, 
the lack o f s tr ik e  prepara tions 
and jo in t  decisions have been 
p a r t ia l ly  overcome. Good, long 
p icket lines, s tr ik e  meetings, 
commissaries, s tr ik e  benefits, 
p rin ted  in fo rm a tio n , etc. have 
been in itia te d . The com pany con
tinues to  lim p  along, de live ring  
in p r iva te  cars, sending its  w o rk  
out under-cover, etc.

One o f the m ost in s p ir in g  as
pects o f the s tr ik e  has been the 
s o lid a rity  o f the A F L  w orkers in 
Chicago and th roughou t the coun
t r y ,  as w e ll as the support o f 
m any CIO w orkers who e ithe r o f
fic ia lly  or u n o ffic ia lly  are jo in in g  
the boycott against D onnelley ’s 
publications. The U A W , fo r  in 
stance, is bo yco tting  the General 
M otors house-organ, General M o
to rs  Folks. The CIO, bound by

Trampled in the Dust!

Reconversion — I

Government Aids Profiteers; 
Ignores Workers7 Vital Needs

By Art, Preis

A post-war economic catastrophe threatens the Amerkan 
people. This fact is admitted on all sides. W ith the war still 
in progress, plant shutdowns, mass layoffs, drastic slashes in take- 
home pay, food shortages, price inflation are the themes of daily 
headlines. Thousands of returning veterans are unable to find 
jobs. M illions of wage-earners are already feeling the first blows 
of a new economic crisis, the foreboding of a disaster more ter
rible than 1929-39.

W orkers lik e  those a t W illo w ®
Run. who yesterday were being 
banded A rm y -N a v y  “ E ”  fla g s  fo r

resu lt in  unem ploym ent fo r  an 
additiona l 100,009 workers in a 
number o f subcontracting plants.

The cutback and la y o ff  s itua 
tion  in St. Louis is typ ica l o f other 
m a jo r c ities, a lthough the fa c ts ' ^ e  no -s trike  pledge, has offe red 
have been la rg e ly  concealed. L a y - !1’0 o ffic ia l support, a lthough the 
o ffs  a lready to ta l some 45,000 in  company is in  defiance o f W LB  
th is  c ity . Selective Service o f f i- l orders.
cials also expect the re tu rn  o f 
about 30,000 w a r veterans.

O nly some 10,000 applications 
by em ployers fo r  w orkers  are 
now on hand a t the U. S. E m 
ploym ent Service office in th is  
c ity . Tens o f thousands o f la id - 
o f f  w orkers are a lready find ing 
it next to impossible to get new 
jobs.

O ther m a jo r p lan ts in th is  area 
where big  la yo ffs  have taken 
place, o r are announced fo r  the 
im m ediate fu tu re , are Standard 
Steel Spring , 3,500 w orkers; Mc- 
Q uay-N orris  p lan t, .6,500; C ur
t is s -W r ig h t ,  12,300; N a tiona l 
Carbon, 1,300; and A m e rto rp  C or
poration, 5,500.

L ike  the shutdown o f the huge 
F ord  W idow  Run bomber p lant, 
the c losing o f the tremendous 
sm all-a rm s p lan t here dram atizes 
the fa te  in store fo r  the workers 
when the w ar-enriched corpora
tions and th e ir  governm ent agents 
can no longer p ro fita b ly  employ 
the w orkers  to  produce in s tru 
ments o f death.

U n ion p r in t in g  shops elsewhere 
have responded m ag n ificen tly  to 
the “ s truck  w o rk”  clause which 
the Chicago p r in t in g  unions have 
pu t in to  e ffec t. T h is  is to ha lt 
w o rk  on a ll m ate ria l “ destined 
to or fro m ”  Donnelley and on jobs 
like  T im e and L ife , w h ich  are 
p a rtly  done in  union shops.

The W LB  has issued its  usual 
s tr ike -b re a k in g  back-to -w ork o r
der, hu t i t  does no t seem to  have 
shaken the s tr ike rs . A s  usual, the 
W L B ’s m ain  b las t is aga inst the 
w orkers  who are seeking to  en
force the governm ent’s own o r 
ders.

S tr ik in g  w orkers and local o f
fic ia ls  o f the d iffe re n t c ra fts  
have been w o rk in g  toge ther, be
cause th e y  rea lize the need fo r  
u n ity . The g reatest th re a t to  the 
s tr ik e  flo w s  fro m  the r iv a l ju r is 
d ic tiona l con flic ts  am ong the top 
in te rna tiona l o ffic ia ls

Nevertheless, the local s tr ike rs  
are m aking  g re a t sacrifices, 
s tick in g  together despite c ra ft  
d ifferences.

incred ib le  fea ts o f production, are 
being ru th less ly  tossed cu t on the 
streets. The p lan ts  the govern
m ent b u ilt  w ith  the people’s 
money are called “ expendable as 
a ba ttlesh ip .”  The w orkers  who 
constructed and operated these 
p lan ts— they too are regarded as 
“ expendable.”

A B U N D A N C E  PO SSIB LE
Y et the w a r has proved one 

fa c t above a ll else— Am erica  has 
the p lants, the m achinery, the 
m ate ria ls , the w orkers to  produce 
fo r  p len ty . F o r the purposes of 
destruction and s laughter, the ' 
A m erican people —  the w orkers 
and fa rm ers— have produced more 
goods in sho rte r tim e  than ever 
before in a ll human h is to ry .

W ith in  three years, by 1944, 
Am erican production had nearly  
tr ip le d  over the best peacetime 
years. So vast was the production, 
that, tens o f b illions  o f do llars 
in goods, were v ir tu a lly  given 
away in lend-lease to  other coun
tries . Some 12,000,000 men in the 
armed forces were d iverted from  
po te n tia lly  productive w ork, but 
s t i l l  th is  to rre n tia l flood o f 
production was possible —  fo r 
war.

To achieve th is  tremendous 
p ro d u c tiv ity , the governm ent 
b u ilt  new, vast p lan ts. B illio n s  o f 
do lla rs were poured in to  huge 
productive fa c ilit ie s  fo r  steel, 
a lum inum , magnesium, planes, 
tanks, bombs, a r t il le ry .  A nd th is  
g ig a n tic  ou tpou ring  o f labor, 
na tu ra l resources, w ea lth  was ex
pended under the slogan o f the 
“ F our Freedom s”  —  the f irs t  o f 
w h ich was “ freedom fro m  w a n t,”  
no t ju s t fo r  Am erica, bu t the 
whole: w o rld !

A H O LLO W  M O C K E R Y

W hile  the  thunde r o f the w a r 
fo r  the “ F ou r Freedom s”  s t i l l  
roars in  the F a r Pacific, the 
slogan o f “ freedom  fro m  w a n t”  
a lready rings  like  a ho llow  
m ockery in  the ears o f Am erican 
labor. A  m illio n  and a h a lf a ir 
c ra ft workers are slated fo r  the 
scrap heap by the sp ring  o f 1940. 
A m illio n  sh ipyard  w orkers are 
to be la id  o f f  by the  end o f th is  
year. Mass la y o ffs  have soared by 
the hundreds o f thousands in a ll 
the basic industries since the end 
; f  the w a r in Europe. Cutbacks, 
resu ltin g  in reduced w o rk in g  
hours and e lim ina tion  o f overtim e 
prem ium  pay, are s lic ing  huge 
chunks ou t o f the w o rkers ’ weekly 
wages. And re tu rn in g  m illio ns  
fro m  the armed forces w i l l  swell 
the a rm y o f job-seekers.

W hat has the governm ent done 
— w h a t is i t  p lann ing  to  do— to 
meet the loom ing catastrophe 
th a t ' every w o rke r and veteran 
can see before h im  ?

N o th in g — absolute ly no th ing— 
except pass one law a fte r  another 
lo  pro tect the w ar p ro fits  and 
m onopoly in te rests o f the big 
corporations. Yes and hike the 
annual pay o f Congressmen, w ith  
an add itiona l tax-exem pt “ ex
pense account”  o f $2,500, w h ile 
w orkers ’ wages rem ain frozen.

N o t jobs fo r  the needy— but 
“ re lie f fo r  the greedy”  has be
come the dom inant slogan in 
W ashington. A ll the ta lk  o f “ post
w a r p lann ing ,”  fo r  “ 60 000,000 
jobs ,”  has boiled down in  action

to converting  the U. S. T reasury 
and the gove rnm en t-bu ilt p lants 
into- an open grab-bag fo r  B ig  
Business.

P R O FITS  G U A R A N T E E D  
T hrough the George “ State? 

R ig h ts ”  S ta rva tion  B ill,  passed 
la s t yea rt the governm ent handed 
the corpora tions guarantees o f 
fo i l  p ro fits  in w a r contracts 
te rm ina tions. I t  set up a govern
m ent surp lus properties disposal 
board, stacked w ith  agents o f B ig  
Business, to  tu rn  over the gov
ernm ent p lan ts and supplies to  
the corpora tions fo r  a song.

' Xhe federa l tax  law s were 
rigged to  pe rm it the greedy 
corpora tions to make the Second 
W orld  W ar the greatest, p ro fits- 
steal in h is to ry . Despite the so- 
called “ excess p ro fits ”  tax, A m e r
ican corpora tions m ilked out of 
the sweat and to il and blood of 
the Am erican workers, in  the 
p lants and in un ifo rm , double and 
treb le  th e ir  best peacetime profits. 
In  1944 alone, adm itted  net 
corporate p ro fits  were more than 
$10 b illio n — tw o and h a lf times 
the am ount fo r  1939.

In  five years, from  1939 
th rough  1944, the ca p ita lis t blood 
suckers raised th e ir  f lu id  assets 
fro m  $19 b illio n  to $45 b illion . 
A nd the ta x  laws which p u t the 
b ite  on w orkers ea rn ing  as li t t le  
as $-9 a week, pe rm itted  the 
corpora tions th rough  ta x  deduc
tions to “ buy up ”  governm ent- 
b u ilt  p lan ts  in  five years.

T A X  R E B A TE S
B u t even th is  hasn’t  satisfied 

the p ro fiteer-parasites. Congress, 
w ith  the sanction o f the ad
m in is tra tion , has passed an 
amendment to the present federal 
tax  law, fo r  “ qu ick re l ie f”  to the 
corporations whose co ffe rs  arc 
g roan ing  w ith  accum ulated w a i 
loot. T h is  w i l l  pour $5,700,000,- 
000 ( th a t ’s b illio n s ) o f tax 
rebates in to  the pockets o f the 
W a ll S treet m oguls in the. next 
year.

B u t w ha t about the huge w ar 
p lan ts th a t are being shut down, 
“ reconverted”  in to  immense,' idle, 
deserted hu lks?  W hat about the 
w orkers who are be ing la id  o ff 
by the hundreds o f thousands, 
and soon by the m illio ns  no t tc 
speak o f the re tu rn in g  veterans?

“ Junk”  the governm ent-bu ilt 
p lants, say the m onopolists, 
fe a rfu l o f post-w ar com petition. 
“ Scrap them ,”  echo the govern
ment agents o f m onopoly. Am i 
w ha t o f the w orkers? “ Scrap 
them, to o !”  is the answer o f the 
cap ita lis ts  and th e ir government.

T H E  GEORGE B IL L
The on ly p rov is ion  fo r  the un

employed is the George B ill, 
which pe rm its  “ states r ig h ts ”  un 
em ploym ent insurance as low  in 
some states as $2 a week fo r  on ly 
6 weeks— $12 a week fo r  16 weeks 
on the average. And even though 
P ies idcn t T rum an, under pressure 
fro m  organized labor, la s t May 
advocated state unem ploym ent in 
suranee up to $25 a week fo r  a 
m axim um  o f 26 weeks “ in any 
year o f unem ploym ent,”  Con
gress has s im p ly  ignored the 
proposal. T rum an has said not a 
word since.

I t  is abundantly  clear th a t the 
cap ita lis ts  and th e ir  governm ent 
w i l l  never o f th e ir  own vo lition  
provide the w orkers steady em-

Layoffs Spread 
In Los Angeles

LOS A N G E L E S  —  Accord ing 
to  local W a r M anpower Commis
sion figu res , based on reports  
fro m  41 m a jo r industries, the av
erage m on th ly  la y -o f f  ra te  in 
Los Angeles has risen fro m  6,500 
w orkers  a m onth in 1944 to 15,- 
000 a m onth cu rre n tly .

The trend , according to  the 
Commission, has been acceler
a tin g  sha rp ly  since the beginn ing 
o f the year, reaching 10,000 in 
the m onth o f A p r i l and c lim b ing  
to the h igh e r f ig u re  in  June over 
a period o f tw o  months.

No hope fo r  a change is seen, 
and according to the local press, 
m ost o f the w orkers  whose jobs 
are te rm ina ted  by w a r con tract 
cutbacks o r cancellations are d is
appearing in to  a “ phantom  labor 
pool.”  T h is  “ pool”  has become 
ve ry  obvious to  local observers in 
the fo rm  o f leng then ing  lines in 
f ro n t  o f the various em ploym ent 
agencies v is ib le  in the e a rly  hours 
o f the m orn ing .

Stalinists Attack 
Trotskyists At 
Milwaukee Picnic

M IL W A U K E E , J u ly  5 —  Led 
>y Ned Sparks, Com m unist P o li

tica l Association o ffic ia l, local 
S ta lin is ts  ho ld ing  a J u ly  4th p ic
nic destroyed the papers which 
fo u r members o f the Socia list 
W orkers P a rty  were d is tr ib u tin g  
outside the gate. The papers 
were copies o f The M il ita n t  fea 
tu r in g  an a rtic le  ana lyz ing  the 
ia test CPA s h ift  in  line.

When threatened w ith  violence 
(he SW P group a t f ir s t  refused 
to leave, bu t la te r departed when 
a p a rty  who said he was the 
p ro p rie to r o f the grounds ordered 
the M il ita n t d is tr ib u to rs  o f f  the 
p ro pe rty  outside the picnic 
grounds. The group was to ld  to 
“ ge t out o f here”  by the p rop
r ie to r when they asked the bounds 
o f his prope rty .

As the group departed, Ned 
Sparks and tw o  henchmen a tta ck 
ed and s truck  down an SWP mem
ber c a rry in g  a bundle o f the pa
pers. A t  th is  point Sparks a t
tem pted to inc ite  some o f the 
p icnickers who had gathered to 
view the lesson in democracy. He 
shouted, “ There’s a T ro tsky ite  
ra t !  Go get h im !”

When there was no response 
Sparks began using profane lan
guage on the g ir l  d is tr ib u tin g  co
pies o f The M ilita n t. When Jack 
O ’Connell, SW P organ izer, p ro 
tested, the papers were to rn  up 
in h is face by Sparks who p ro 
ceeded to s trong -a rm  and push 
O’Connell around. Sparks added, 
“ Someday we’l l  shoot a ll o f you 
bastards.”

The M ilwaukee Journa l, the 
leading newspaper o f the c ity  
end w inne r o f the 1919 P u litze r 
prize fo r  its  A m erican ism  cam
paign, p rin ted  the S ta lin is t sland
er th a t the T ro tsky is ts  were dis
tr ib u tin g  fasc is t propaganda.

ploym ent, decent jobs at decent 
wages. O n ly organized labor, 
th rough un ited , m il ita n t  action, is 
capable o f advancing a “ recon
version”  plan in  the in te rests o f 
the g re a t m a jo r ity , the produc
tive  w orkers  and farm ers.

(T h is  is (he f irs t o f three 
a rtic les  on the T ro ts k y is t program  
fo r post-w ar em ploym ent and 
w orkers ’ secu rity . The next 
a rtic le , ana lyz ing the “ reconver
sion”  policies o f the top union 
leaders, w ill appear in our next 
issue.)

. By Theodore Kovalesky,

A  couple days ago, Helen to ld  me a s to ry  th a t a g i r l  fr ie n d  
o f hers to ld  her. I  suppose you ’d say i t  has a happy ending. A n y 

way, you hear much sadder stories than  th is  nowadays.
T h is  one is about l i t t le  Rose A hearn, who m arried  her boy 

fr ie n d  more than fo u r  years ago, ju s t before he was d ra fte d  in to  
the arm y.

She d idn ’t  know  how she could 
stand i t  when they took h im  away 
(she to ld  Helen, and Helen to ld  
m e). I t  was sp ring tim e , and they 
had ju s t been m arried . They used 
to w a lk  in the pa rk , fo r  they were 
poor and d idn ’t  spend much more 
money than they  had to. B u t the 
pa rk  was b e au tifu l, and they were 
young, and th e ir  hearts were g rea t 
w ith  l i fe  and w ith  loving.

J im  was o n e 'o f those tender
hearted s trong  men th a t you read 
about and don’t  o ften  see. On one 
o f th e ir  w a lks  he picked up a b ird  
w ith  a broken w in g  and carried  
i t  home to  take care o f it .

And then J im  w ent away, and
li t t le  Rose Ahearn was alone “ w ith  tears in  me hea rt,”  as she said 
to Helen, who to ld  me. A l l  she had was the m em ory o f her b ig  
Tim, “ h im  w ith  the b ig  s trong  arm s like  a g ia n t and the heart o f 
an argel..”  A nd t r y  as she m ig h t she couldn’t  help th in k in g  o f her 
Tim ly in g  on a m uddy b a ttle fie ld  dead w ith  a b u lle t in  his fine body. 
She remembered him  in  the sum m er tim e, ru n n in g  and leap ing in to  
the lake, splash ing the cold w a te r on her w h ile  she stood there  in 
he s u rf t r y in g  to  ge t courage to  duck herse lf. W ould he come 

back w ith  his great, a th le tic  body, o r would the  muscles be to rn  and 
useless and the s tra ig h t bones be tw is ted ?  W oqld he (oh god !) 

be . . . b lind?

A S TA C K  OF U N D E L IV E R E D  LE T T E R S
Then, qu ite  suddenly, she stopped w o rry in g . There was no J im ! 

For tw o . years and m ore she had cried in her bed, and in  the 
darkness o f the lone ly n ig h ts  had seen J im ’s face. F o r tw o  years 
£he had w ritte n  h im  fa ith fu l ly ,  even d u rin g  the tim e  th a t she 
used to  read h is le tte rs  w ith  helpless anguish where he’d accuse 
her b it te r ly  o f no t w r it in g , and la te r, o f no t caring . Then he go t 
n stack o f her undelivered le tte rs  a ll a t once and w ro te  hum bly, in  
the c lum sy w ay o f a s trong  man who loves, th a t lie was ashamed 
o f ever th in k in g  o f her as he had.

But, as I  said, soft-voiced l i t t le  Rose Ahearn stopped w o rry in g  
about her J im  who had been aw ay so lohg. F o r J im  had become a 
memory. Love him  she d id ; bu t she no longer believed in  h im . 
She stopped w r it in g . She stopped seeing her g ir l  friends, stopped 
go ing out to the show w ith  her older b ro th e r on S atu rday n igh ts . 
F o r e igh t m onths l i t t le  Rose Ahearn  ju s t  w orked, and slept, and 
ate enough to  keep her a live. F o r e ig h t whole m onths she ju s t  
existed.

When J im 'g re w  w o rried  about her and sent the Red Cross to  
find out i f  she was sick o r dead, she slammed the door in  th e ir  
faces. “ I  was th a t crazy, w h a t w ith  w o rry in g  about h im  so long and 
m iss ing h im  lik e  p a r t o f me,”  she to ld  Helen w ith  a blush and a 
l i t t le  embarrassed g igg le , and Helen to ld  me.

F in a lly , one day, a le tte r  came fro m  J im  saying th a t he was 
com ing home. He was go ing to  bd discharged. L i t t le  Rose p u t the 
le tte r down, w h ite -faced w ith  a sudden te rro r. Soon, th is  s tranger, 
whom she hadn’t  seen fo r  fo u r  whole years, was com ing home to 
live  w ith  her in  the same house, in  the same room ! A t  n ig h t she’d 
be there in  the d a rk  a ll alone w ith  h im  th a t had ceased to ex is t!

A rd  the agony o f loneliness th a t  she had suffe red when J im  
w ent aw ay was no th ing  to the agony o f dread th a t she suffe red now 
th a t J im  was com ing home.

A N D  T H E N  J IM  R E T U R N E D  H O M E
When the day came, she sat in  the house, sm all and pale and 

fo r lo rn , expecting she knew no t what. A nd when she heard a knock 
on the door ( “ Oh i t  w en t r ig h t  th rou gh  m e!”  she to ld  Helen) i t  was 
a ll she could do to  open i t  fo r  her J im , who stood there  b ig  as life , 
looking a t her w ith o u t speaking.

He said “ Rosie,”  s o ft ly  and so rt o f t im id ly , and then, “ Rosie!”  
in  a g re a t shout o f gladness. A nd then i t  was th a t l i t t le  Rose 
Ahearn knew th a t eve ry th in g  was a ll r ig h t,  ju s t the same as i t  had 
always been. F o r her J im  had come home to  her once again.

He wasn’t  much changed to  see h im . There wasn’t  a scratch on 
h im , in sp ite  o f w h a t he’d been th rough . O nly some o f the kindness 
was gone fro m  h im ; and th a t was w h a t w o rried  l i t t le  Rose. “ T keep 
th in k in g  how he b ro ug h t home th a t b ird  once,”  she to ld  Helen. 
“ B u t he’s no t th a t w ay now. L a s t n ig h t we were ou t w a lk in g , and a 
car ran  over a l i t t le  dog. I t  made me c ry ,”  Rose Ahearn said, “ bu t 
J im , w hy he ju s t looked a t i t  and then looked away like  he never 
saw it  o r i t  d idn ’t  m a tte r.”

A nd th a t ’s the s to ry  Helen passed on to  me.

10 Years Ago 
In The M ilitant

JULY 13, 1935
W A S H IN G T O N , D. C.— A re p o rt on “ The Concentration o f Cor

porate con tro l in  Am erican in d u s try ”  prepared by the Research 
and P lann ing  D iv is ion  o f the N R A  showed th a t 100 la rge  
corpora tions contro lled w e ll over a qu a rte r o f the general in 
d u s tria l w ealth  o f the country . I t  rose fro m  23.5 percent in 
1929, r ig h t  th rou gh  the cris is  years to 26.0 percent in  1932. 
“ The tendency tow a rd  concentration continues,”  the re p o rt 
stated.

M IN N E A P O L IS — The C entra l Labor Un ion com m ittee re turned fro m  
Ind ianapo lis  w ith  a set o f w r itte n  demands fro m  D anie l J. 
Tobin, o u tlin in g  the basis on w h ich General D rive rs  Local 574 

could be re insta ted in the Team sters in te rna tiona l. The demands 
showed the ru th less tactics to w h ich  Tobin resorted in  his 
desire to  revenge h im se lf upon th is  m il ita n t local union. The 
program  was de libe ra te ly  designed to  cu t the union up in to  
sm all, helpless un its  and to  s tr ip  i t  o f its  f ig h tin g  power.

W A S H IN G T O N , D. C.—F ra n k lin  Delano Roosevelt th rew  a bone 
to the you th  o f the U n ited States. “ I have determ ined,”  said the 
President, “ th a t we shall do som eth ing fo r  the na tio n ’s un
employed youth because we can i l l  a ffo rd  to lose the s k il l and 
energy o f these young men and women.”  The new pro ject 
proposed, in  one o f its  fo u r  po in ts, to  provide jobs fo r  about 
150,000 youths a t $15 a m onth , “ lim ite d  to  unem ployed youths 
in fa m ilie s  th a t are certified  fo r  re lie f .”
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4,250 Signatures Gathered On Petition 
To Put Trotskyists On Ballot in N. Y.

The collection of signatures^ 
on petitions to put Farrell 
Dobbs on the ballot as Trotsky
ist candidate for mayor in the 
coming New York C ity  elec
tions began this week. Signa
tures chalked up the firs t five 
days totalled 4,250. The total 
required is 7,500.

J u ly  29 is the opening date fo r  
c ircu la tio n  o f pe tition s  to  p u t 
Louise Simpson on the b a llo t as 
the  T ro ts k y is t candidate fo r  C ity  
Council. The to ta l requ ired fo r^a  
councilm anic candidate is 2,000.

D O U B L E  L E G A L  N U M B E R
“ New  Y o rk  Local o f the  So

c ia lis t W orkers  P a rty  intends to 
double the num ber o f signatures 
le g a lly  requ ired to  p u t our can
didates on the  ba llo t,”  declared 
Caroline K e rry , m anager o f the 
cam paign. “ To accom plish th is  
we are asking the  aid o f every 
vo te r who supports the T ro t
s k y is t p la tfo rm  o f independent 
w o rk in g  class p o lit ic a l action in  
opposition to the boss-controlled 
p o lit ic a l machines o f W a ll S tree t.”

V ote rs c irc u la tin g  the pe titions 
r e p o r t  en thusiastic response 
w herever they have sought 
s ignatures. F rank ie  Ricco’s ex
perience is ty p ic a l: “ W hile  we 
were ou t we ran in to  m any mem
bers o f the  N a tion a l M a ritim e  
U nion. W ith  the exception o f a 
fe w  S ta lin is ts , they a ll signed. 
One m an insisted upon pa y in g  us 
fo r  a one-year subscrip tion  to 
The M ilita n t,  fo r  he had read 
ou r paper a t a fr ie n d ’s house.”

F ra n k  Lang  rep o rts : “ I  was 
co llec ting  s ignatures on 125th 
S tree t when a neighborhood gang 
started  g iv in g  me a bad tim e and 
I  tho ugh t I ’d have to  phys ica lly  
p ro tect m y pe titions. Lo  and 
behold, ju s t in  the n ick  o f tim e 
an equal num ber o f M il ita n t  
readers in  H arlem  s tro lled  a long 
and stood guard  w h ile  I  continued 
to get m y pe tition s  fille d .”

H A R L E M  M IN IS T E R  
S ylv ia  S tein had an in te re s t

in g  experience: “ W h ile  co llecting  
signatures a t 116th S treet and 
Seventh Avenue, a m in is te r and 
his w ife  fro m  one o f the H arlem  
churches, signed and stopped to 
cha t w ith  me fo r  a w h ile . A f te r  
a sho rt discussion, he gave me 
his card and in v ite d  ou r candi
dates to  speak before h is congre
ga tion  and co llect signatures 
there .”

F lorence H a ll likew ise m et a 
fr ie n d ly  m in is te r: “ I  have the 
name and address o f a m in is te r in  
H arlem  whq signed m y pe titio n  
and in v ited  me to  speak before 
h is congregation. He was sure 
th a t h is people would no t on ly 
sign ou r pe titio n  b u t w ould help 
us in  o u r cam paign.”

Justine  Lang  “ made so, m any 
good contacts w h ile  g e ttin g  
signatures a t 116th S tree t and 
Seventh Avenue th a t I  ha rd ly  
know  where to  begin to  report. 
F irs t  o f a ll I  made contact w ith  
a ve ry  fine person who insisted 
upon pay ing  me fo r  a subscrip-

But He#ll 'Get Along'
Charles E. Wilson, president 

of General Motors, complained 
in the Detroit Times, July 1, 
that despite his huge salary 
of $460,000 for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1944, “I  had 
to borrow money to live on.”

He tried to claim that his 
“take-home pay” after taxes 
was “nearer $20,000.” “Never
theless,” he remarked with a 
grin, “We’ll get along all right.” 

Does he think GM workers 
are worried?

N. Y. Trotskyist Candidates

l io n  to  The M ilita n t,  a lthough I 
had no rece ip t to  g ive h im .”  
IN T E R E S T E D  IN  SWP

H a rry  Gold, who is d irec ting  
the collection o f s ignatures, 
reports  th a t “ more than  20 names 
and addresses o f w orkers w a n ting  
more in fo rm a tio n  about the So
c ia lis t W orkers  P a r ty ”  were 
tu rned  in.

“ N e x t fu l l  m ob iliza tion  fo r  
ga the ring  o f s igna tu res,”  stated 
Caroline K e rry , “ w i l l  be' S a tu r
day, J u ly  14 a t 6 p. m., a t 116 
U n iv e rs ity  Place, headquarters of 
the election cam paign. I  am sure 
frien ds  o f The M ilita n t w i l l  come 
down fo r  p e tit io n  b lanks to  help 
us in  p u ttin g  the T ro ts k y is t 
candidates on the ba llo t.”

F o llo w in g  the  m obilization', the 
Cam paign Com m ittee plans a 
social a t Chelsea W orkers Center, 
130 W est 23rd S treet. Refresh
ments w i l l  be served.

Grace Carlson's Tour Greeted 
With Enthusiasm In  3 Cities

A K R O N — Grace Carlson spoke 
on “ W omen in  P rison”  before an 
en thusiastic  audience o f fo r ty —  
a lm ost a ll o f them  rubber w o rk 
ers— Thursday, Ju ly  5. The g reat 
m il ita n t  s tr ik e  o f the  rubber 
w o rke rs  re flec ted  its e lf  in  the 
sp ir ite d  atmosphere o f the meet
ing . Grace Carlson’s expression 
o f ou r s o lid a r ity  w ith  a ll the la y 
ers o f oppressed and persecuted 
hu m an ity  b rough t fo r th  a deep 
response fro m  the lis teners, many 
o f them  w orkers fro m  the South.

D u r in g  the question period one 
o f the  M il ita n t  readers a ttend ing  
h is  f i r s t  m eeting paid a g low ing  
t r ib u te  to  Comrade Carlson. He 
said “ I  w ish  th a t every w o rke r 
in  A k ro n  could have been here 
. . .1 w ish  we could have f ille d  
the  A rm o ry .”

Despite the fa c t  th a t m any o f 
those a tten d in g  the m eeting  had 
been p a rtic ip a tin g  in  the  A k ro n  
s trikes, a collection o f $26.00 was 
taken. One w o rke r signed an ap
p lic a tio n  card fo r  membership 
and m any present expressed th e ir  
in te res t 5n p a rtic ip a tin g  in  the 
a c tiv itie s  o f the S ocia lis t W o rk 
ers P a rty .

Buffalo Audience 
Hears Grace Carlson

B U F F A L O , N . Y .— F if t y  w o rk 
ers attended a m eeting here Ju ly  
2 under the auspices o f the M il i 
ta n t Forum , to  hear Grace C a rl
son speak on “ Women in  P rison.”

R e la ting  her experiences in  the 
W omen’s P en iten tia ry  a t A ld e r- 
son, W est V irg in ia  and dealing 
w ith  the social causes o f  crim e 
among women, Comrade Carlson 
held the close a tten tion  o f the 
audience, wh ich fo llow ed w ith  
evident in te res t and apprecia tion 
her account o f prison conditions.

She to ld  about the  J im  Crow 
set-up in  prison, w h ich fo llow ed 
in every de ta il the general p a t
te rn  o f the South. Grace con
cluded her speech on the note 
th a t Socialism  would pu t an end 
to the conditions th a t deprive the 
g rea t m a jo r ity  o f w o rkers  o f the 
r ig h t  to  a decent life .

The question and discussion 
period was a le ng th y  one, re f le c t
in g  the rea l in te res t o f the audi
ence in  th is  subject. They en
joyed trem endously Comrade 
Carlson’s in te res tin g  and human

SWP BRANCH 
ACTIVITIES

LOS ANGELES —  The Socialist 
Youth Club will hold a forum 
Thursday, July 26 on “A His
tory of Germany: 1918-1945” 
with Charles Fredericks as 
speaker. Forum opens at 8:30 
p. m. at 232 S. H ill St., Rooms 
200-205. Admission free.

California readers can obtain 
copies of The Militant and 
Fourth International and other 
Marxist books and pamphlets 
as well as information about 
the SWP at the following pla
ces in the Los Angeles area: 
LOS ANGELES, Socialist 
Workers Party, Rooms, 200-05, 
232 S. H ill St.; SOUTHGATE, 
Labor*Book Shop, 8026 Seville 
Ave.: SAN PEDRO, Socialist 
Workers Party, 1008 S. Pacific, 
Room 214. For additional in
formation phone VA-7988.

Make your reservation now 
for the WEST COAST VACA
T IO N  SCHOOL. Situated at 
the Workmen’s Circle Camp in 
Carbon Canyon, San Bernar
dino County, it  is two miles 
from Lavida Hot Springs and 
82 miles from Los Angeles.

Rates: $20 per week for 
adults, $35 for two weeks, $15 
per week for youth from 12 to 
18, $25 for two weeks.

For reservations and further 
information write 'to Janice 
Martin, Director, West Coast 
Vacation School, 232 S. H ill St., 
Room 206, Los Angeles, Calif.

•
M ILW A U K E E  —  Hear Grace 

Carlson speak on “Women in

P rison ” , Tuesday, J u ly  17, 8 
P.M. a t P fis te r H o te l. Auspices: 
Socia lis t W orkers  P a rty .

V is it  the M ilw aukee Branch o f 
the Socia list W orkers  P a rty  a t 
its  headquarters, 926 P lank ing - 
ton Ave., Room 21, any evening 
between 7 and 9:30 p. m.

•
N E W  Y O R K  —  A  m ob iliza tion  

o f members and frien ds  o f the 
Socia lis t W orkers  P a rty  fo r  the 
ga the ring  o f signatures on elec
tio n  pe titions, w i l l  be held 
S aturday, J u ly  14th, 6 p. m., a t 
116 U n iv e rs ity  Place. A  social 
ga the ring  w i l l  be held a f te r 
wards a t Chelsea W orkers  Cen
te r, 130 W est 23rd St., top 
flo o r.

On S unday,. J u ly  15 there 
w i l l  be a beach p a r ty  to  ga ther 
p e titio n  s ignatures, a t Bay 8, 
B rig h to n  Beach. Take B M T  
B rig h to n  tra in  to  Ocean P a rk 
w ay, and meet a t the  Bay 8 
sign. P e titio n  m a te ria ls  w i l l  
be provided.

Louise Simpson, T ro ts k y is t 
candidate fo r  C ity  Council, w il l 
address the T ro ts k y is t Y ou th  
F orum  a t the  Chelsea W orkers 
Center, 130 W est 23 St., on 
Wednesday, J u ly  18, a t 8 p.m. 
She w i l l  discuss “ The F ig h t  fo r  
the FE P C .”

P O R T LA N D , ORE. —  Sam m y’s 
Shine and Smoke Shop, 240 N. 
Broadw ay, P o rtland , Ore. now 
carries The M il ita n t .  Phone 
M urdock 1064.

M A KE YOUR RESERVATIONS NOW!

Mid-West Vacation School
GRASS LAKES. M ICH , 

from July 1 to August 31

West Coast Vacation School
from September 1 to September 15

GRACE CARLSON

approach, and m any rem arks 
made a fte r  the m eeting bore th is  
out.

T h e  m eeting unan im ously 
adopted a reso lu tion  g iv in g  fu l l  
support to  W ill ia m  Patterson, 
Pennsylvania m iner now in  p r is 
on as the f ir s t  v ic tim  o f the v ic i 
ous S m ith-C onna lly  A ct.

A  collection o f over $25 was 
taken to  assist Comrade Carlson 
to  continue her to u r. The cha ir
man o f the m eeting was B il l G ray 
W estern New  Y o rk  organ izer o f 
the Socia list W orkers P a rty .

Carlson Addresses 
Rochester Meeting

RO CH ESTER , N . Y . —  Speak
in g  to  an in terested audience un
der the auspices o f the Socia list 
W orkers P a rty , Grace Carlson 
made a ve ry  in fo rm a tiv e  speech 
on “ W omen in  P rison”  on the 
evening o f June 30. S he^la id  
bare the economic causes respon
sib le fo r  m any women becoming 
inm ates o f penal in s titu tio n s  in 
th is  country.

F rom  her own experience in 
the W om en’s Federal P en iten tia ry  
a t A lderson, W est V ir ig in ia , 
Grace Carlson was able to  g ive 
an au then tic  p ic tu re  o f the  p r is 
on system w hich punishes its  in 
mates fo r  “ crim es”  fo r  w h ich  the 
ca p ita lis t system  is responsible

The collection o f over $20 was 
a tes tim on ia l to. the  in te res t o f 
the .audience in  the sub ject and 
th e ir  desire to  aid in  the fig h t 
aga inst the S m ith  “ Gag”  A c t (un 
der w h ich Grace Carlson was im 
prisoned) and to  enable he r to  
continue her tou r.

As an add itiona l ind ica tion  o f 
the desire o f those present to 
continue the ba ttle  to  aid a ll class- 
w a r v ic tim s  o f ca p ita lis t in ju s 
tice, a reso lu tion  was unanim ous
ly  adopted expressing f u l l  sup-

GRACE CARLSON TELLS
ABOUT VISIT IN AKRON

p o rt in  the f ig h t to  free  W illia m  
Patterson, m il ita n t  m in e r im p ris 
oned under the S m ith-C onna lly  
A c t. The reso lu tion  included a 
demand on P resident T rum an  fo r  
a fu l l  pardon.

EASTERN PEN N SYLVA N IA

M I L I T A N T  Readers' P I C N I C
SUN., AUG. 5 - A LL  DAY FROM 11 A . M . 

at- HOW ARD STUMP FARM - 3 Mi. S. of Quakerstown on 
Philadelphia Pike No. 309— 3 Squares from “L IB ER TY BELL” 
Stop 84 - Follow Signs.

Main Speaker: Art Preis
Associate Editor of The Militant

Joint Auspices A LLENTO W N  -_ QUAKERSTOWN  
S .W .P .  READING & PHILA .B R AN CH ES

—  Games &  Prizes —
ADM ISSION FREE - LUNCHES Adults 50c, Children 25c

Pioneer
Notes

The pub lica tion  in  seria l fo rm  
in  The M il ita n t o f James P. Can
non’s H is to ry  o f Am erican T ro t
skyism  is m eeting a rea l need, as 
the fo llo w in g  le tte r  testifies. The 
le tte r  is fro m  a new comrade in 
D e tro it who is now a tten d in g  the 
M id -W est V aca tion School in 
Grass Lake, M ich igan. The w ife  
o f an auto w o rke r who is an ex
m iner fro m  H arlan , Kentucky, she 
w rite s :

“ And now I ’m read ing  every 
week the ins ta llm en ts  o f Can
non’s H is to ry  o f A m erican T ro t
skyism . I ’ve wanted to read i t  fo r  
some tim e  in  order to  learn about 
the background o f the p a rty , bu t 
I never had the tim e. I t  was a ll 
taken up w ith  the  ch ild ren and 
the  household, and then when m y 
husband came home fro m  w ork, 
the re  wasn’t  tim e  to p ick  up and 
read a  whole book. B u t now I 
read the seria l every week and 
am re a lly  le a rn ing  about the 
p a rty . I  p lan now to make a r 
rangem ents so tha t I  can da more 
w o rk  fo r  the p a rty .”

A  reader in  Boston who has 
read the whole book w rite s  enthu
s ia s tica lly :

“ A f te r  read ing The History of 
American Trotskyism I  realized 
th a t the Socia list W o rke r P a rty  
is the on ly  w o rke rs ’ p a rty  in  th is  
cou n try  w o rth y  o f the name. 
F ra n k ly , the book th r il le d  me 
fro m  the s ta r t  to  f in ish , as the  li fe  
s to ry  o f the movement. For me 
the story began with Cannon’s 
trip to Moscow and his reading 
of the suppressed document —  
the document that, I  should think, 
has the power to guide the world’s 
gigantic masses to victory. (The 
reference here is to Leon Trot
sky’s criticism of the draft pro
gram of the Communist Interna
tional, published by Pioneer Pub
lishers under the title The T h ird  
In te rn a tio n a l A f te r  L e n in ). Then 
the re tu rn  jou rney, the  break w ith  
the fa lse  p a rty , the  b a ttle  fo r  
existence aga ins t physica l v io 
lence and h i o ra l iso la tion , the b a t
t le  d u rin g  the “ lone ly  years,”  the 
entrance and e x it ( I  re fe r to  the 
the Socia list P a rty )  w ith  the P ro 
gram  s t il l  in ta c t. I  rea lize  fu l ly  
th a t such a s trugg le  could on ly 
be conducted by  men w hd are ba t
t l in g  in  the  in te rests o f a ll the 
inhab itan ts  o f the earth . A ga in  
I  say th a t I  am s o rry  I  did not 
know  o f a ll th is  w h ile  i t  was ta k 
in g  place.”

The History of American Trot
skyism by James P. Cannon. 
Clothbound $2.75, paperbound $2. 
Order from Pioneer Publishers, 
116 University Place, New York 
3, N . Y .

Worker Praises 
Vacation School 
In Opening Week

By Joe Morgan
GRASS L A K E , M ich. —  T h is  is 
the  f i r s t  week o f the M idw est 
Vaca tion  School. The w orkers  
and th e ir  w ives have enjoyed the 
sw im m ing , boating , h ik in g  and 
o ther outdoor and indoor a c tiv i
ties. The camp is s itua ted on the 
shores o f a love ly  lake surround
ed by groves o f f r u i t  trees and 
“ exceeds a ll the ad jectives in  the 
c irc u la r,”  as one fr ie n d  pu t it .

The w ate r is so d e lig h tfu l th a t 
on the  second m orn ing  I  was 
here I  arose before 6:30 A . M. to 
get a d ip  before b reakfast. In  the 
evening we have unbelievably 
b e au tifu l sunsets. In  groups o f 
three o r fo u r  we go boating  on 
the lake, where we hear the 
voices o f the  comrades who re 
m ain a t the  camp raised in  song. 
The re flec ted  lig h ts  on the  lake, 
the beauty o f the n ig h t, the  w arm  
comradeship, a ll blend to  make 
a pe rfec t ending to a pe rfect day.

S T A R T  W IT H  37
T h is  week the re  are 37 in  the 

camp, in c lud in g  the  a d m in is tra 
tio n  and w o rk in g  s ta ff.  Socia list 
W orkers P a r ty  branches rep re 
sented include M inneapolis, St. 
Paul, M ilwaukee, F lin t ,  D e tro it, 
Toledo, A k ron , B u ffa lo  and New 
Y o rk . A lm o s t everyone attends 
classes and pa rtic ipa tes  in  discus
sions. The classes are a ll on in 
te res tin g  and v ita l subjects and 
are w e ll presented b y  com petent 
in s truc to rs . The lectures are held 
in  la rge , l ig h t  a iry  rooms in  the  
recreation ha ll. Today i t  was so 
w a rm  and sunny th a t we held 
classes outdoors under the  trees.

W ill ia m  W arde gives classes 
in  the f i r s t  period, fro m  9:30 to  
11:00 A . M. on h is to r ica l m ate
r ia lis m . A t  the same hour Mac 
Ing e rso ll gives the  basic t ra in 
in g  course fo r  the  newer w o rk 
ers. In  the second period, fro m  
11:00 to  12:30, George C ollins 
gives the h is to ry  o f the T h ird  In 
te rna tion a l, and W arren  Creel 
gives a beg inner’s course in  M a rx 
is t economics. On M onday a f te r 
noon, since the  w eather was cold, 
a t the  suggestion o f the  com
rades, we had a discussion on p a r
ty  p o licy  in  the  trade  unions. 
George C ollins in troduced the 
top ic  w ith  some general rem arks 
and a liv e ly  discussion fo llow ed 
fo r  about an hour and a h a lf.

SONGS S E T  DO W N
A fte r  the  classes, i t  is  indeed 

in s p ir in g  to  s it  around w ith  the 
comrades discussing d iffe re n t 
■phases' o f the working-clasS 
strugg le . A nd  la s t evening we 
wound up w ith  a songfest fo r  
en terta inm ent.. Some o f  our 
frien ds  are se ttin g  down the 
words o f a l l the w ork ing-c lass 
songs th a t each o f us knows so 
th a t the y  can be collected fo r  pub
lica tion  la te r. W e p lan  to  w r ite  
a le tte r  to  the ed ito r, u rg in g  the 
pub lica tion  o f one song a week 
in the W orkers ’ F orum  column. 
W e are go ing  to  have a s in g in g  
p a rty !

W e are m ost fo rtu n a te  about 
food. O ur cook is  tu rn in g  out 
dishes fro m  fr ie d  chicken to  
spiced meat lo a f th a t makes the 
food som eth ing to  rave about, to 
w r ite  home about. N o  chef any
where ever pu t be tte r food be
fo re  a man o r woman than  the 
chef we have here. Comrades 
take tw o and sometimes three 
he lp ings. W ith  the  te r r ib ly  h igh  
cost o f food these days, i t  is  qu ite  
an achievem ent to  run  a camp 
fo r  hung ry  c itizens!

W orkers  are con tinu ing  to  come 
fro m  a ll sections o f the country . 
W e have ju s t received w ord th a t 
tw o  comrades are com ing fro m  
Seattle, W ash ing ton to  a ttend the 
M idw est V aca tion  School. I  urge 
every w o rke r w ho can scrape to 
ge ther $25 and take a week aw ay 
fro m  the g rind , to  come to  th is  
camp and spend a week among 
o ther w orkers p la y in g  toge ther 
fo r  re laxa tion  and p lan n in g  to 
ge ther fo r  a be tte r w o rld .
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Negroes and the Stalinist M ovem ent
The Communist Political Association, present name for the 

organization of the American Stalinists, is holding an "open dis
cussion”  in the D aily  Worker. Due to international complica
tions, a new, “ m ilitan t”  line has been handed down like a_ pair 
of golden slippers from above. The members are now having a 
political frolic, kicking each other in the pants for their policy 
of working-class betrayal during the imperialist war.

The u tte r  confusion w ith in  th e ii ® ------------------------------------------------------- -

The NEGRO 
STRUGGLE

“ Labor with a white shin 
cannot em ancipate its e lf  
where labor w ith  a black 
shin is branded.”

—K arl M arx

by CHARLES JACKSON =

ranks is obvious as le tte r  a fte r  
le tte r  tr ie s  h a lf to condemn and 
.a lf to  apologize fo r  support o f 

cap ita lism  and “ class peace”  and 
a ttem pts  to  reconcile such se ll
ou t policies w ith  M a rx ism -Len in 
ism. One o f the grea test crim es 
o f the S ta lin is ts  was to use the 
prestige  o f the Russian R evolu
tio n  to d iv e rt the  energies o f 
thousands o f class-conscious m il i
tan ts  in to  the  b lind  a lley  o f 
“ m aking  cap ita lism  w o rk .”

T O L D  N O T TO F IG H T
T his  is especially tru e — and 

tra g ic a lly  so— as fa r  as the Negro 
S trugg le  is concerned. W hoever 
heard o f a re vo lu tio n a ry  p a rty , 
supposedly dedicated to  the 
strugg les o f the oppressed masses, 
w h ich  te lls  a persecuted ra c ia l 
m in o r ity  N O T to  f ig h t  fo r  
equa lity?  T h a t’s w h a t the S ta lin 
ists did to  the  N egro  d u rin g  th is  
v ’ar. A nd  some Negroes took th is  
line  fo r  good coin because o f the 
trem endous prestige  o f the Soviet 
U n ion w h ich we a ll know' 
abolished rac ia l d isc rim in a tio n  
when i t  abolished cap ita lism .

Here is how Edna Lew is o f the 
E ast H arlem  Club puts i t  in  the 
June 29 D a ily  W o rke r:

“ The Teheran accord d id  not 
b r in g  lib e ra tio n  fo r  the N egro 
people. W itness the  s trugg le  in 
Congress aga inst the FE P C , and 
the  a n ti-p o ll ta x  b ills , ■yvhile J im - 
Crow  conditions in  the arm ed 
forces s t i l l  r id e  h igh . . .

“ On the o ther hand the Negro 
people and the w orkers, w i l l  no t 
accept pove rty  and unem ploym ent 
as th e ir  lo t. They have lived 
th rou gh  the b it te r  experiences 
o f th is  w a r and they have learned 
a lo t. They know  w h a t they  W'ant 
and they w i l l  f ig h t fo r  i t  i f  they 
ge t the p rope r leadership. . .

S H A R E D  T H E  ‘ERRORS’
“ O ur N egro comrades in  the 

N a tion a l Com m ittee share, the 
resp on s ib ility  fo r  the erro rs. !n !<!-, 
GRO C O M M U N IS TS  H A V E  A 
S P E C IA L  R E S P O N S IB IL IT Y  TO 
T H E  NEG RO  P EO PLE. Our 
knowledge o f th e ir  s u ffe r in g  
should have kep t us on guard  
aga inst accepting a p rog ram  o f 
compromise to  la s t fo r  m any gen
era tions as proposed by  E a r l 
B row der.”  (Em phasis ou rs).

O f course, in  condemning E a rl 
B row der (who pu b lic ly  adm itted 
“ ig n o rin g ”  J im  Crow in the armed 
forces) and in condem ning the 
N egro S ta lin is ts  on the N a tiona l 
Com m ittee, M iss Lew is is also 
condemning herse lf, w hether she 
realizes i t  o r not. A s a Negro, 
she knew such policies were fa lse 
fo r  her people a ll a long. W hy did 
she w a it u n t il S ta lin  gave the 
word to Duclos, and he to  Foster,

American Tanks 
Threaten Workers 
In Milan Strike

(Continued fro m  page 1)

food problem  and d is tr ib u tio n  o f 
goods were also included in  the 
program .

The representatives o f the pa- 
raders did no t bo ther to  send th e ir  
demands to  the  Ita lia n  puppet 
covernm ent, b u t presented i t  to 
the A llie d  M il i ta ry  Government 
which they recognize as the rea l 
power in  I ta ly .

A f te r  Colonel P o le tti o f the 
A M G  had “ com m unicated”  w ith  
the puppet governm ent in  Rome, 
the puppets “ m et and agreed”  
th a t the governm ent would con
tr ib u te  its  share o f the emergency 
pay.

The order fo r  the use o f A llie d  
tanks to  in tim id a te  the paraders 
orig ina ted  w ith  the  A m erican 
F o u rth  Corps. A ccord ing to  
B racker, “ a t least one h ig h  o f f i
cer o f the  A llie d  M il i ta r y  Gov
ernm ent p r iv a te ly  expressed 
s trong  d isapprova l o f the po licy  
under w h ich  the tanks had been 
called.”

and it was decided to make 
ferowder the scapegoat for the 
entire leadership, thus white- 
hashing the policy of betrayal 
Which the entire party has fol
lowed ?

W hy, even the m ost non-po li
t ic a l N egro w o rke r knew  th a t the 
line  o f the S ta lin is ts  was aga inst 
his in terests. The S ta lin is ts  to ld  
us th a t S ta lin  a t Teheran had 
demanded and g o t a prom ise fro m  
Roosevelt to  g ive  the Negroes 
eq ua lity  a f te r  the fa l l  o f H it le r .  
The N e g ro  w orkers found  th a t 
one hard  to  swallow . The S ta lin 
ists; in c lud in g  the da rk  ones like  
Doxey W ilke rson , Ben Davis and 
James W . F ord , urged the  N e
groes to  suppo rt Roosevelt and 
h is  Dem ocratic P a rty  o f  the solid 
south and n o t to  ag ita te  fo r  an 
independent La bo r P a rty . They 
said th a t Roosevelt could and 
would be another A braham  
L inco ln  to  the  colored people. The 
N egro  w o rke r hoped fo r  the  best 
b u t he had his doubts.

PIE IN  TH E  SKY
The S ta lin is ts  to ld  the Negroes 

to be p a tr io t ic  even to  a cou n try  
which has a J im  C row  arm y. They 
said we w ould ga in  eq u a lity  
A F T E R  th is  “ w a r aga inst fasc
ism .”  The Negro w o rke r knew  
th a t was a lie .

The Stalinists said we should 
support the capitalist system 
which makes race prejudice 
profitable. The Negro worker also 
knew that was a lie. The Stalin
ists backed (and still do) the no- 
strike pledge which ties the hands 
of all labor— black and white. 
They tried to get the National 
Service (slave-labor) bill enacted 
which would have made it a 
federal offense for a Negro, 
working for four dollars a week 
on a Southern plantation to leave 
and come to Chicago to work in 
a factory.

T h e ir  g rea tes t crim e in  this- 
respect was to  th ro tt le  down the 
m il ita n t  s trugg le  o f the N egro  
masses. A n y  type  o f m il ita n t  
mass p ro te s t aga inst th is  second- 
class status, such as the M arch 
on W ash ing ton M ovem ent w h ich  
was responsible fo r  the  FE P C , 
was attacked in  scath ing te rm s 
by C o llins o r others o f th e ir  s ilve r 
tongued N egro stooges. In 
d iv idua ls  who resorted to  the  
courts  to  p ro tes t the  d isc rim in a 
tio n  in  the arm ed forces were 
o ff ic ia lly  advised to  drop such 
cases and suppo rt “ ou r”  govern
ment. The “ l i t t le  p o ll- ta x  H it le rs ”  
over here, you see, w ou ld  lose 
th e ir  s tin g e r as soon as “ B ig  
I l i t le r ”  across the pond was taken 
care of.
(Next week: Tasks of the Negro 

Communists.)

WITHOUT CORRECT LEADERSHIP 
THE REVOLUTION CAN BE LOST

The ro le o f the subjective fa c 
to r in  a period o f slow, organ ic 
development can rem a in  qu ite a 
subord inate one. Then diverse 
proverbs o f g radualism  arise, as: 
“ slow  b u t sure,”  and “ one m ust 
not k ic k  aga inst the p ricks ,”  and 
so fo r th , w h ich ep itom ize a ll the 
tac tica l w isdom  o f an organic 
epoch th a t abhorred “ leap ing over 
stages.”  B u t as soon as the ob
jective prerequis ites have m a tu r
ed, the key  to the whole h is to r
ica l process passes in to  the hands 
o f the subjective fa c to r, th a t is, 
the pa rty .

O pportunism  which consciously 
or unconsciously th rive s  upon the 
in sp ira tion  o f the past epoch, a l
ways tends to  underestim ate the 
ro le  o f the sub jective Tactor, th a t 
is, the im portance o f the p a rty  
and o f revo lu tiona ry  leadership. 
A ll o f th is  was fu l ly  disclosed 
d u rin g  the discussions on the les
sons o f the G erm an October, on 
the Ang lo -R ussian Com m ittee, 
and on the Chinese revo lu tion .

In  a ll these cases, as w e ll as 
in others o f lesser im portance, 
the op po rtun is tic  tendency evinc
ed its e lf  in  the adoption o f a 
course th a t re lied  so le ly upon the 
“ masses”  and the re fo re  com plete
ly  scorned the question o f the 
“ tops”  o f the revo lu tiona ry  lead
ership. Such an a ttitu d e , which 
is fa lse  in  general, operates w ith  
p o s itive ly  fa ta l e ffe c t in  the im 
p e r ia lis t epoch.

The October R evolu tion was the 
re su lt o f a p a rtic u la r re la tio n  o f 
class forces in  Russia and in the 
whole w o rld  and th e ir  p a rtic u la r 
developm ent in the process o f the 
im p e ria lis t w a r. T h is  general 
proposition  is A B C  to  a M a rx is t. 
Nevertheless, the re  is no con tra -

action whatever between Marxism 
and posing, for instance, such a 
question as: would we have seiz
ed power in October had not Le
nin arrived in Russia in time?

There is much to indicate that 
we might not have been able to 
seize power. The resistance of 
the party heads —  for the most 
part, incidentally, they are the 
same people who determine poli
cies today —  was very strong 
even under Lenin. And without 
Lenin it would undoubtedly have 
been infinitely stronger. The 
party might nave failed to adopt 
the necessary course in time, and 
there was very little time left at 
cur disposal. During such pe
riods, a few days sometimes de
cide.

(From “Third International 
After Lenin,” pp. 84-85, Pioneer 
Publishers, 1936).

LOS ANGELES
SOCIALIST YO UTH CLUB  

FORUM

July 26

Topic:
" A History of Germany —

191S to 1945”

Speaker: C. FREDERICKS

232 S. H il! S t, Rooms 200-202 
8 :30 d. m.

Discussion Refreshments

Farrell Dobbs, editor of The Militant and Trotskyist candi
date for mayor of New York, photographed as he confers on cam
paign plans with Louise Simpson, 21-year-old Trotskyist candi
date for N. Y. City Council,

i>-------------------------------------------------------- --

GRACE CARLSON'S 
TOUR SCHEDULE
C ITY  DATE

Chicago, Sat. to  Mon.
J u ly  14 to  16 

M ilwaukee, Tuesday, Ju ly  17
St. Louis, Thursday, J u ly  19
Los Angeles, Thurs. to  Wed.,

A ug . 2 to  8 
San Francisco, F r i.  to  Sun.

A ug. 10-12
Seattle, Tues. to  Thurs.,

A ug . 14 to 16 
M issoula, F r id a y , A ug . 17
Plentywood, Sunday, A ug . 19
Tw in  C ities, A ug us t 22

By Grace Carlson '
A K R O N , J u ly  6 —  Some o f the 

A k ro n  frien ds  took  me to  the 
Rubber Room o f the  P ortage H o
te l fo r  lunch today. T h is  is one 
o f the show places o f A k ron . The 
w a lls  o f th is  d in in g  room  are 
covered w ith  m ura ls, show ing a ll 
o f the steps in  the  m anufacture 
o f rubber. A nd  a ll o f  these m u r
als are made o f rubber —  beauti
fu l ly  colored pieces o f rubber 
which are s k il lfu lly  f itte d  together 
to fo rm  the pictures.

I  gathered, fro m  lo ok in g  around 
a t the o ther d iners and lis te n in g  
to snatches o f th e ir  conversation, 
th a t A k ro n ’s rubber bosses b r in g  
v is it in g  d ign ita rie s  to  the Rubber 
Room in  order to  im press thetn 
w ith  the romance and g lam or o f 
the rubber in dus try .

L IT T L E  R E S E M B LA N C E
B u t l i fe  is no t so rom antic  and 

glam orous fo r  A k ro n ’s thousands 
o f rubber w orkers. The b e au tifu l 
fac to ries  depicted" in  the Rubber 
Room’s m ura ls  bear l i t t le  resemb
lance to the hot, d ir ty ,  noisy, 
crowded rubber p lan ts in  which 
A k ro n ’s rubber w orkers p u t in  
so m any long hours a t back
b reaking labor.

I  wish that I  had the time and 
space to tell of all the conversa
tions I  had with rubber workers 
before and after last night’s 
meeting. What a magnificent 
spirit they show!

M ost in s p ir in g  o f a l l was the 
evidence o f close s o lid a rity  be
tween w h ite  and colored trade 
unionists. Th is is even more en
courag ing when one recalls th a t 
m ost o f the w orkers  in the A kron  
rubber p lan ts  came here from  
the South on ly  a fe w  years ago. 
There ’s no th in g  lik e  fig h tin g  to 
ge ther aga inst a common enemy 
to break down race pre jud ice !

W O R K IN G  TO G E TH E R
I  saw th is  same encouraging 

phenomenon in  B u ffa lo . N um 
bers o f w h ite  and Negro trade 
un ion w orkers fro m  the steel and 
a irc ra f t  industries  attended the 
J u ly  2 m eeting in B u ffa lo . Their 
a ttitud e , th e ir  questions, the ir 
comments a ll indicated an under
stand ing o f the fa c t th a t white 
and N egro w orkers  m ust learn 
to w o rk  toge the r o r the cap ita l
is ts  w i l l  cu t th e ir  trade  unions 
to pieces.

B u t we d idn ’t  deal w ith  rac ia l 
problems alone a t the B u ffa lo  
m eetings. In  the  hour-long  ques
tion  and discussion period we 
ranged over a lm ost a ll o f the 
problem s fac in g  w orkers today. 
There were, o f course, many 
questions about aspects o f prison 
li fe  bu t there were also questions 
about reconversion and unem ploy
ment, veterans and the trade  un 
ions, the  ro le  o f the U . S. A rm y 
in Europe, the Socia lis t W orkers 
P a rty ’s answer to  w ar, etc.
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Worker On Strike Describes V ie Conditions Provoking 
Newspaper Delivery Stoppage In New York City
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H A R R Y  C A N TO R

By Evelyn Atwood
NEW  YORK, July 6 — Several pickets were walking slow

ly  and with dignity up and down before the Times Annex build
ing on West 43rd Street. In other parts of the city more pickets 
were walking up and down before offices of 13 other metropolitan 
morning and evening papers. Inside the buildings the thunder
ing presses poured out their daily stream of capitalist news. But 
for seven days now the news has been backed up at its source.

The pow erfu l press propaganda 
voice o f the A m erican ru lin g  class 
has been m u ffle d  fo r  13 m illio n  
N ew  Y o rk  readers by 1,700 s t r ik 
in g  w orkers  o f the  Newspaper 
and M a il D e liverers U n ion, un 
a ffilia te d , who are dem anding 
th e ir  r ig h ts . The union is f ig h tin g  
fo r  reduced hours, tim e and a h a lf 
pay fo r  ho lidays, two-w eek vaca
tion s  w ith  pay, a three per cent 
bonus fo r  a union w e lfa re  and 
unem ploym ent fund, s ick leave 
pay and severance pay.

W O R K E R ’S CASE
H a rry  Cantor, 107 Ham pton 

Ave., B rooklyn , one o f the union 
men on the street, greeted me 
k in d ly . “ I w o rk  fo r  the N . Y.
T im es de live ry  departm ent,”  he 
in troduced h im se lf. He was a 
stocky man o f m iddle age. The 
day ■ was ho t and s ticky  and he 
looked tired . “ L e t’s go in to  the 
ca fe te ria ,”  he suggested. There, 
over iced coffee, he to ld  me his 
s to ry .

“ I  was p ra c tic a lly  b ro ug h t up 
in  th is  business,”  began Cantor.
‘‘F o r 26 years I have worked fo r  
the N . Y. T im es and never had a 
vacation. Las t year fo r  the f irs t  
tim e  I  g o t one week. They now 
g ive one week to  men 25 years o r 
m ore in  th e ir  service”

T hrough  the  w indow  we could 
see the T im es Annex bu ild ing .
“ I  watched th a t bu ild ing  go up 
b ric k  by b r ic k ,”  he rem arked.
“ T h a t was d u rin g  the la s t w ar. I 
was away in  Europe fo r  over a 
yea r then, serv ing  on an am m uni
tio n  tra in  w ith  the 6th D iv is ion— 
the one th a t is now in  the Pacific.
I  saw action on three fro n ts .”
A f te r  a m om ent’s pause he added:
“ M y  s o n 'is  20 now, bu t he was 
re jected by the a rm y  because o f 
h is hea lth .”

B A D  C O N D IT IO N S
Suddenly he tu rned tow ard  me 

»nd said w ith  in d ig na tion : “ The 
b ig  in d u s tr ia lis ts  are ou t to  get 
y o u r flesh  and blood fo r  th e ir  
p ro fits ! You should come down 
some tim e  on a Saturday n ig h t 
and see the ho rrib le  conditions we 
have to  w o rk  under. Do you know, 
a t least 70 percent o f the men are 
cripp led by th is  w ork. M ore then 
h a lf  o f  them  ge t rup tu res  and 
o ther in te rna l d isorders.”  H is 
anger f la re d  higher.

“ Those are pow erfu l and speedy 
presses,”  he declared. “ They tu rn  
ou t alm ost 50,000 papers an' hour.
A nd we have to keep up w ith  tha t 
speed. We have to  p ick up the

<f>-

papers as fas t as they come o f f  
the press and pu t them on tables 
where we tie  them up in  bundles. 
And i t ’s a ll on a split-second 
schedule. We have to keep up w ith  
the presses and we have to  h u rry  
to meet the tra in  schedules. T h a t’s 
w hy there are so many casualties.

“ Men ge t rup tu red  fro m  the 
heavy bundles and the speedy 
w ork. Sometimes you w ill p ick up 
a T im es w ith  some blood spattered 
on it .  T h a t’s because the man who 
h u rt h im se lf doesn’t  even have 
tim e  to  go and ge t bandaged. 
I t ’s a te rr ib le , ne rve-w racking 
business. The men are driven  
som eth ing aw fu l.

A H E L L  H O LE
“ A nd you should see the room 

where we w o rk— low  ceilings and 
no ven tila tion  whatsoever. They 
say the re ’s a b low er system bu t 
you w ou ldn ’t  know i t  from  the 
way we steam and sweat. In  the 
D a ily  News bu ild in g  they ca ll i t  
the ‘fo u n d ry ,’ bu t we ca ll ours 
the 'he ll hole’.”

A t  th is  po in t Cantor said w ith  
sarcasm : “ I  would like  to  see 
M rs. Sulzberger, the w ife  p f the 
owner, who is such a big-shot 
c h a rity  lady in the Society pages, 
come down here on a Saturday 
n igh t and see w ha t goes on ! I 
would like  to hear w hat she has 
to say about our cond itions!”

The s tr ike  vote, C antor to ld  me, 
was taken by the union F r id a y  at 
the H ote l D ip lom at. The Times, 
anxious to  get the Sunday paper 
delivered before the old con tract 
w ith  the union expired, on Sunday 
noon, ordered a ll the F rid a y  n ig h t

w orkers to re p o rt e a rly  on S a tu r
day.. “ B u t our union office rs to ld  
us a ll to assemble a t B rya n t P ark 
before we w ent to  w o rk ,”  said 
Cantor. “ There they to ld  us ‘Call 
up and say you are s ick.’ We 
wanted to  k i l l  the d is tr ib u tio n  o f 
the Sunday paper . . . and we 
d id !”  he re la ted w ith  tr ium p h .

ROSSES B U R N E D  UP
“ T h a t’s w ha t burns them  up,”  

C antor rem arked w ith  sa tis fac
tion . “ T ha t a sm all union like  us 
has go t the whole w orks tied up. 
You know, no t even the news 
companies in the d iffe re n t pa rts  
o f the c ity  can get the papers fo r  
d is tr ib u tio n . Our union has a. 

separate con tract w ith  them  which 
is no t involved in th is  s tr ike  w ith  
the public is ts . B u t th e ir  workers 
won’t  cross our p icke t lines so 
we have the whole c ity  tied up.”

C antor recalled th e ir  s tr ik e  o f 
three years ago w hich lasted 
three days before the W ar Labor 
Board forced them back to  w ork. 
“ The news companies d idn ’t  w an t 
to pay the men who had no th ing  
to do because they w ou ldn ’t  cross 
cu r p icke t lines to  ge t the papers. 
So they tr ie d  to  lay  o f f  some o f 
the men. Im m ed ia te ly  a ll these 
men w ent out on s tr ike , too ! So 
th is  tim e  they don’t  dare to  t r y  
th a t again.”

NO B IG  M O N E Y
A ll the men are tho ro ug h ly  in 

censed a t the runaround given 
them  by the Publishers Associa
tion , nego tia tm g body fo r  a ll 14 
newspapers. “ They tr ie d  to  duck 
by th ro w in g  the case in to  the W ar 
Labor Board. B u t we say the 
W LB  has go t no th ing  to do w ith  
it .  They never do an y th in g  any
way, except s ta ll. Besides we 
have a r ig h t  to  s trike . The owners 
have been chopping down our 
l i t t le  gains every year, m ore and 
more. A .d  i t ’s the same w ith  a ll 
the o the r newspapers, probably 
even worse.

“ They t r y  to te ll the people th a t 
we are g e ttin g  b ig  money w ith  
overtim e, bu t th a t ’s a lie . I ’m a 
day man and I  don’t  ge t any 
overtim e. M y take-hom e pay is 
around $45 a week, a fte r  deduc
tions. Do you th in k  th a t ’s so 
much ? Some o f the men have big  
fam ilies  to feed. W h a t’s behind i t  
a ll is th e y ’re a fra id  to  g ra n t the 
least concession because i t  m ig h t 
set a precedent fo r  the whole in 
dus try . B u t i t ’s tim e  to  ca ll a h a lt 
to th e ir  chopping us down.”

As we le ft the cafe teria , 
Cantor concluded: “ The men are 
determ ined to s tick  i t  out. They 
have driven us too hard and i t ’s 
f in a lly  got under our skins. W e’re 
go ing to get our r ig h ts . The gen
era l public has no idea w hat i t ’s 
a ll about, and th a t’s w hy I  am 
glad you are go ing to  publish our 
s to ry .”

NEGRO-HATING CONGRESSMEN WAVE 
FLAG IN CAMPAIGN TO KILL FEPC

The Negro-hating Southern Bourbon Congressmen are fight- 
ing tooth and nail to k ill the Fair Employment Practices Com- ' 
mittee. Their latest tactic is to pose as super-patriots. They 
accuse those favoring FEPC of “ willingness to imperil a part 
of the war program in their insistent demantis.”

The FEPC  was o r ig in a lly  a sop®-------------------------------------------------------
tossed by Roosevelt to sincere I FEPC was on ly  $599,000 —  a
believers in  democracy who op 
posed rac ia l d isc rim ina tion  in em
ploym ent. Roosevelt designed i t  
to  head o f f  the m ilita n cy  o f the 
colored people. He feared they 
m ig h t c a rry  out th e ir  th re a t to 
m arch on W ashington.

F E E B L E  M E A S U R E
In  practice, FEPC was alm ost 

w h o lly  ine ffec tive , fo r  i t  could 
ne t impose penalties on hard
b itte n  reactionary  bosses who 
flou ted  its  decisions. FEPC  could 
no t even th o ro ug h ly  investiga te  
the  w idespread ev il o f J im  Crow, 
fo r  its  funds were s tr in g e n tly  
lim ited . I t  was scorned by em
ployers everywhere.

Y e t even th is  demagogic ges
tu re  against d isc rim ina tion  ra n k l
ed w ith  the decayed aris tocracy 
o f the South. These degenerate 
scions o f the old slave-holders 
and dealers in human flesh be
lieve in  segregation, d isc rim in a 
tio n  and lynch ing  as p a rt o f th e ir  
“ dem ocratic”  r ig h ts . When FEPC, 
a long w ith  o ther agencies created 
by Roosevelt, came up in  Con
gress fo r  continuance th is  year, 
these champions o f “ democracy”  
began a f ilib u s te r.

The proposed app rop ria tion  fo r

drop compared to the to rre n t o f 
b illions pouring  in to  the w ar ma
chine. B u t to  block th is  sm all 
appropria tion , the Southern B our
bons risked o ther appropria tions 
am ounting  to  $618,000,000 fo r  
agencies covered by the same b ill.

The Southern champions o f the 
lynch rope, who t r y  to make out 
they represent the people, spewed 
th e ir  poisonous f i l t h  aga inst the 
FEPC  on the f lo o r  o f Congress. 
T he ir f irs t  ta c tic  was to fo llo w  
the tim e-honored custom o f South
ern ch iva lry  whenever eq ua lity  is 
discussed —  venomously slander
ing  colored people as born " ra p 
is ts ,”  etc. etc. T h e ir d isgusting  
la v in g s  on th is  subject have no 
in te res t save fo r  m ental special
is ts  in ve s tig a tin g  the fo u le r types 
o f insan ity .

PO ISO NO US F IL T H
B ut the Senate supporters o f 

FEPC retrea ted lik e  sn ive llin g  
cowards before th is  offensive 
to rre n t o f incoherent, ly in g  abuse 
and agreed to  slash the appro
p ria tio n  to  8250,000!

In  the House, the spokesmen 
o f lynch la w  scented blood. When 
(he b ill reached them , they th rew  
ou t FEPC  a ltoge ther.

New York Mass Meeting 
JAMES P. CANNON

N a tion a l Secretary, Socia list W orkers P a rty
on

■'THE DOW NFALL OF BROWDER”  '
The rea l m eaning o f the la te s t s h ift  in  the tac tica l line  

o f the S ta lin is ts

F R ID A Y , A U G U S T  3. 8 P. M.
W E B S TE R  H A L L , 119 E. 11 S tree t 

Added speakers: F a rre ll Dobbs - Louise Simpson

B y th is  tim e  the m onstrous 
spectacle in  Congress had so 
aroused public opin ion th a t the 
supporters o f FEPC fe lt  a s t if fe n 
in g  o f the spine. They s truck 
back a t the Southern lynch cham
pions th rou gh  pa rlia m en ta ry  
maneuvers which denied the o ther 
agencies $618,000,000 in  funds.

T H E Y  A R E  SCO UN DRELS
I t  was th is  move w h ich  drew 

cries o f “ a n ti-p a tr io tis m  1”  fro m  
the Southern hate-m ongers as 
they h a s tily  w rapped themselves 
in the Am erican fla g . S. Johnson 
observed long ago: “ P a trio tism  
is the la s t re fuge o f a scoundrel.”  

T h a t is where FEPC now stands 
—  w ith o u t funds, besieged by a 
pow erfu l coa lition , defended by 
fa in t-h ea rte d  Congressmen in te r 
ested in  the measure la rg e ly  fo r  
vo te -g e tting  reasons. A  number 
c f  in s tru c tive  lessons can be 
draw n fro m  the fa te  o f FE P C :

(1 ) Th is Congress is reaction
a ry  to  the core.

(2) I ts  declam ations about 
“ dem ocracy”  are a sham and a 
fraud .

(3 ) The sh in ing  ta lk  about 
re a ffirm in g  “ fa ith  in fundam en
ta l human r ig h ts ”  as set fo r th  in 
the h ig h ly  advertised U n ited  
N ations C harte r is absolutely 
meaningless. I t  is  meaningless 
above a ll to  13,000,000 colored 
Am erican citizens, inc lud ing  the 
vast ranks o f colored soldiers o r 
dered by li ly -w h ite  d ra ft  boards 
(o f ig h t and die fo r  “ democracy”  
on fo re ign  battle fie lds.

(4) O n ly genuine w o rk in g  class 
representatives can p u t up a 
fo rce fu l f ig h t  in  Congress against 
J im  Crow.

(5 ) The w orkers and fa rm ers  
° f  a ll colors, to  pro tect th e ir  com
mon in terests, m ust ge t together 
(,nd k ick  out these na tive  expon
ents o f H it le r ’s race theories.

(6) F in a lly  -— and m ost im 
po rta n t fo r  im m ediate action —  
labo r m ust organ ize its  own in 
dependent p o lit ic a l p a r ty  to  pu t 
the w o rke rs ’ own m il ita n t  spokes
men in  pub lic  office.

Los Angeles Trotskyists Call 
For Struggle Against Fascists

LOS ANGELES, Cal. — Recognizing the significance of 
Gerald L. K. Smith’s campaign to establish a base for his fascist 
organization in Los Angeles, the Socialist Workers Party, Los 
Angeles Local, has sounded an alarm to the labor movement 
and to outstanding organizations of m inority groups.

M yra  Tanner Weiss, o rg a n iz e r^
o f the Los Angeles Local o f  the 
Socia list W orkers P a rty  sent
com m unications to  the A F L  Cen
tra l Labor Council, the CIO

.Council, the C itizens Em ergency 
Com m ittee (o f the Negro Coun
c il) ,  the Jew ish Labor Com m ittee 
and the A n ti-D e fam a tion  League, 
'ca lling upon these labo r and m in - 
c r i ty  groups to  fo rm  a un ited 
f ro n t to stop the g ro w th  o f fasc is t 
movements in  Los Angeles, and 
pledging the support o f  the So
c ia lis t W orkers P a rty  to  such a 
un ited fro n t.

U N IT E D  F R O N T  
In  add ition  the fo llo w in g  le tte r  

was sent to the local Com m unist 
I  o lit ic a l Associa tion:
N . Sparks, President,
Los Angeles C ounty Com m ittee, 
Com m unist P o litica l Association 
Dear M r. Sparks:

Fascists plan a public m eet
in g  in  Los Angeles, Monday,

June 5, fo r  Gerald L. K . Sm ith. 
They boast o f th e ir  in te n tio n  o f 
estab lish ing na tiona l headquar
te rs in  Los Angeles and are 
c lea rly  p lanning a concentration 
po in t here.

T h is is a d irec t th re a t and cha l
lenge to a ll w o rk ing  class o rgan
iza tions. Im m ediate fo rm a tio n  
o f a un ited f ro n t o f action o f a ll 
labo r and m in o rity  group organ
iza tions is necessary to  stop th is  
fasc is t movement before i t  es
tablishes a base in  Los Angeles.

We in v ite  you to discuss w ith  
us the possib ilities o f jo in t ac
tion  in  f ig h tin g  the local fasc is t 
movement.

F ra te rn a lly ,
M yra  Tanner Weiss, 
O rgan izer, Los Angeles Local, 
Socia list W orkers P a rty .

O w ing to the pressure o f the 
labor movement, S m ith  has been 
denied the use o f public aud ito 
riu m s  in  San Francisco. In  Los

KLEMENT, 1938 VICTIM 
OF STALINIST KILLER

In Paris seven years ago, on®- 
July 12, 1938, Stalin’s secret po
lice, the GPU, kidnapped a rela
tively unknown young man of 
28. Two months later his m uti
lated body was found floating 
in the river Seine. The young 
man was Rudolf Klement. The 
GPU had placed him high on 
their murder list, fo r he was 
secretary of the bureau of the 
Fourth International and a 
trusted collaborator of Leon 
T  rotsky.

There m ay have been another 
pressing reason fo r  h is m urder.
In  the sum m er o f 1938 a m y s te ri
ous person -named “ Jacson”  had 
established in tim a te  association 
in  P aris  w ith  a m em ber o f T ro t
s k y ’s o rgan iza tion . “ Jacson”  
th rou gh  th is  association was to  
ga in  access to  T ro ts k y ’s house
hold in  1940 in Coyoacan, Mexico. 
“ Jacson”  was the GPU k il le r  who 
sank a p ick-axe in  the  b ra in  o f 
the g re a t re vo lu tio n a ry  leader.

W H Y  H E  W A S  K IL L E D
D id K lem en t by  chance learn  

the rea l id e n tity  o f “ Jacson”  in 
J u ly  1938? Tt was T ro ts k y ’s op in
ion th a t K lem en t had stum bled 
across some in fo rm a tio n  o f u t 
m ost im portance concern ing the 
GPU. The id e n tity  o f a provoca
te u r —  perhaps p ro o f th a t the 
G PU m urdered Leon Sedov o r 
p ro o f th a t the G PU was p repa r
in g  the assassination o f T ro tsky .

In  the le tte r  o f confession, 
w r itte n  by “ Jacson”  before he 
m urdered T ro ts k y  and found on 
h im  by the police a fte rw a rd , the 
assassin cla im ed: “ A t  th is  tim e 
(1938) I  became acquainted w ith  
a m ember o f the bureau o f the 
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l. . .”

K lem en t had ^devo ted  many 
years to  the s tru g g le  fo r  revo lu 
tio n a ry  socialism . He jo ined the 
movement as a you th  in H am 
burg. D u rin g  Leon T ro ts k y ’s exile 
in  T u rkey  from  1929 to  1934, 
K lem ent served as his secretary. 
A n  able lin g u is t, he transla ted 
m any o f T ro ts k y ’s w r itin g s  in to  
German. Unable to  re tu rn  to  Ger
many a fte r  the rise  o f H it le r ,  he 
became a po litica l refugee in  
France, devoting a ll his energies 
to  bu ild in g  the F o u rth  In te rn a 
tion a l.

In  the sum m er o f 1938 the F irs t  
W orld  Congress o f the F o u rth  In 
te rna tion a l was scheduled to  be 
held “ somewhere”  in  Europe. 
K lem ent had an im p o rta n t role 
in  its  o rgan iza tion . Some tim e  
before the Congress, he discover
ed he was being tra iled . F ive  days 
before his k idnapp ing , a p o r tfo 
lio  con ta in ing  im p o rta n t docu
ments was stolen fro m  him .

R U D O LF  K L E M E N T

H A N D  OF GPU
Tw o days a fte r  he disappeared, 

the G PU disclosed its  hand. On 
J u ly  15, one o f the leaders o f the 
In te rn a tio n a l W orkers  P a r ty  (the 
French T ro ts k y is t g roup ) rece iv
ed a carbon copy o f a le tte r  os
tens ib ly  sent by K lem en t to  Leon 
T ro ts k y  in  Mexico. T h is  le tte r  
bore the postm ark o f Perp ignan, 
a sm all tow n near the Spanish 
border. I t  was an obvious GPU 
product. I t  declared K lem en t had 
le f t  the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l be
cause i t  was “ im poten t.”  I t  ac
cused the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l o f 
“ ob jective co llabora tion  w ith  the 
fascists.”  I t  was ty p e w rit te n  in 
German, as was the signa tu re  
“ R udo lf K lem en t,”  w h ich in  tu rn  
was counter-signed w ith  a pen

name fo rm e rly  used by K lem ent 
—  an e n tire ly  unprecedented p ro
cedure on his p a rt. The hand
w ritte n  o r ig in a l had been sent to  
T ro tsky  and bore a d iffe re n t pen 
name! H a n d w rit in g  experts de
clared the le tte r  a fo rge ry .

The phraseology o f th is  le tte r  
was rem arkab ly  s im ila r  to  th a t 
in the le tte r  found tw o  years 
la te r on “ Jacson.”

In  1937 and 1938, determ ined 
to  behead and crush the T ro ts k y 
is t movement, S ta lin  s truck  many 
blows a t its  ranks. E rw in  W olfe , 
a fo rm e r secre tary o f T ro tsky , 
was kidnapped and m urdered in 
Barcelona. A no the r v ic t im  was 
Hans Freund, one o f the  move
m ent’s m ost active  fig u re s  in  the 
ea rly  m onths o f the Spanish C iv il 
W ar. In  September 1937 Ignace 
Reiss, one o f the  fo rm e r heads 
o f the G PU who had broken w ith  
S ta lin ism  and jo ined the F o u rth  
In te rn a tion a l, was m achine-gun
ned to  death in  S w itzerland. Be
fo re  his death he revealed th a t 
several a ttem pts  had been made 
on the lives o f Leon T ro ts k y  and 
his son, Sedov. On F eb ru a ry  16, 
1938, Leon Sedov died m yste rious
ly  in  a P aris  hosp ita l a f te r  an 
operation. The circum stances le f t  
l i t t le  doubt th a t the GPU had suc
ceeded in  m urd e rin g  him .

D E A T H  W A S  S Y M B O LIC
To the T ro tsky is ts , the death 

o f K lem en t was m ore than a b low  
de priv ing  the w o rk in g  class o f a 
devoted re vo lu tio n a ry  leader on 
the eve o f g re a t events. S ho rtly  
before his death, T ro ts k y  w ro te , 
“ the assassination o f K lem ent, 
because he was the secre tary o f 
the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l, is  o f 
orofound sym bolic significance. 
Through its  S ta lin is t gangsters, 
im peria lism  indicates beforehand 
fro m  w h a t side m orta l danger 
w i l l  threa ten i t  in  tim e  o f w a r. . . 
A t  present, sections o f the F ou rth  
In te rn a tio n a l ex is t in  th ir t y  
countries. T rue, the y  are on ly  the 
vanguard o f the vanguard. B u t 
i f  today, p r io r  to  the w a r, we had 
mass revo lu tiona ry  organ izations, 
then revo lu tion  and no t w a r would 
be on the order o f the day.”

As we pay homage to  the m a r
ty red  Rudolph K lem ent, sla in in 
the b a ttle  fo r  a socia lis t w o rld , 
we know th a t the day o f avenging 
h is  death is no t fa r  o ff.  H is  w o rk  
w i l l  reach f ru it io n  in  the  tr iu m p h  
o f the Socia lis t revo lu tion .

Fascist Demagogue

G E R A LD  L. K . S M IT H

Angeles, the on ly  pressure ex 
orted against S m ith  came fro m  
libe ra l organ izations who offered 
no th ing  more than  verbal p ro 
testations. The labo r movement 
has taken no o ffic ia l action.

The CIO has commented on 
S m ith ’s m eetings in the Labor 
Hera ld , o ffic ia l C a lifo rn ia  CIO 
newspaper, w ith o u t, however, 
ca llin g  fo r  o r announcing plans 
to counteract S m ith ’s proclam a
tion  o f the establishm ent o f his 
headquarters in  Los Angeles.

The local S ta iln is t press, the 
d a ily  People’s W orld  has fo llow ed 
the pa tte rn  o f libe ra lism  in  “ an
sw e ring ”  the fasc is t campaign. 
The June 26 issue lam ely rep rin ts  
a pro test by a local Jew ish leader 
against re n tin g  the local P h ilh a r
monic A u d ito r iu m  to  Sm ith , and 
carries an announcement headed 
“ Southland to  answer Gerald L. 
K . S m ith ,”  which reads

“ Just tw o  days a fte r  Gerald L. 
K . S m ith  de livers his hate h a r
angue in the P h ilharm on ic, a p ro 
gram  based on the needs o f the 
A m erican people to hold toge ther 
in  close u n ity  w i l l  be held in  the 
same place.

“ I t  is the Am erican Caravan 
p rogram  sponsored by the H o lly 
wood Independent C itizens Com
m ittee o f the A rts , Sciences and 
Professions. There w il l  be music 
and there w ill be dram a.

“ Fuehrer S m ith  is busy s land
e ring  the creative a rt is ts  o f H o lly 
wood. They are answering h im  
b y  sketch ing in... the perspective 
fo r  a fu l ly  dem ocratic A m erica .”

Now here does the People’s 
W orld  characterize S m i t  h ’s 
movement as a force seeking to 
destroy the labo r movement.

S m ith  has held three la rge 
m eetings in the downtown Los

See Editoria l 
“ H a lt the Fascists!”  

Page 8

Angeies area, a ll o f  them  closed 
to  the public, w ith  adm ittance by 
presentation o f p rin ted  admission 
cards. A t  his m ost recent meet
ing, held in the Ham  and Eggs 
ha ll, he announced his in ten tion  
o f ca llin g  an open m eeting in Los 
Angeles w ith in  the very  near fu 
ture.

W ill is  A llen , leader o f the de
funct Ham  and Eggs movement 
is p rom inen tly  associated w ith  
S m ith ’s movement, appearing as 
a speaker a t the P h ilharm on ic 
A u d ito riu m  m eeting and p ro v id 
ing  the use o f the Ham and Eggs 
H a ll fo r  his meetings.

The support which S m ith  has 
leceived fro m  such sources has 
been reflected in the com position 
o f h is audience, and the character 
o f his meetings. F o r the m ost 
p a r t he has a ttrac ted  the aged, 
c le a rly  representing the m ember
ship o f the Ham  and Eggs move
ment, and re iig ious  elements. H is 
m ain a ttack  has been consistently 
d irected aga inst communism, 
w h icL he id en tifie s  w ith  fascism , 
as a brand o f to ta lita r ia n is m .

A t  a m eeting in  the Ham  and 
Eggs h a ll, he launched a v itr io lic  
a ttack  against the Jews, labe lling  
them  as the “ in te rn a tio n a l bank
ers who are our rea l enemy.”  He 
piled accusation upon accusation 
aga inst the Jews, b lam ing  them  
fo r  eve ry th in g  fro m  OPA v io la 
tions and h igh  in te res t rates to  
veterans, to .he “ use by the U . S. 
a rm y o f Am erican b u tte r as axle 
grease in France.”

In  add ition  to  spreading h is 
an ti-S em itic  poison, S m ith  took 
a crack at the Negro people. “ I ’m 
opposed to rac ia l d iscrim ina tion , 
but I w ill not stand fo r  in te r 
m arriage .”

In d ica tin g  how he in tends to 
m obilize reac tionary  sentim ent to 
d ivide the w o rk in g  class, he s ta t
ed h is opposition to  job -ho ld ing  
by  aliens w h ile  Am erican citizens 
are unemployed. T h is  is directed 
against the hundreds o f thousands 
o f Mexican w orkers in  Southern 
C a lifo rn ia , m any o f whom  im 
m ig ra ted  d u rin g  the  w a r.

=  - By V . Grey  1 = ■—

“ W ar? W hy do you have wars? I ’ l l  te ll you w hy.
“ There, look a t them  tw o  dogs. Look a t ’em f ig h t!— Now  th a t ’s 

ju s t like  people— ju s t like  whole countries in  fa c t. Jus t n a tu ra lly  
have to  ge t i t  out o f th e ir  system ,'see? So th a t ’s w a r fo r  you. The 
people o f th is  w orld  are too pugnacious— th a t ’s a l l. ”

Scissorbill Sam (the bosses’ m an) was ho ld ing  fo r th  on his 
vest-pocket soap box in  L in g e rs  ba r w h ile  us fe llow s watched a dog 
fig h t out the w indow . We a ll had heard th a t a rgum en t before and 
d idn ’t  have enough energy to tu rn  around and answer i t  anyway. 
And besides we had a few  bets la id  and we wanted to  see which dog 
would w in  the figh t.

Bernard Shaw Had Same Idea
W ell, th a t w ord  “ pugnacious”  k ind  o f ran g  a bell in  the back 

o f m y head and rem inded me o f a newspaper s to ry  I  read a long tim e  
ago by a long-bearded old goat named George B ernard Shaw. I t  
was a t the beg inn ing  o f th is  w ar. And he said i t  was a ll caused by 
“ p u gn ac ity ” — “ sheer p u gn ac ity ”  in  fac t.

W e ll, you never can te ll,  I  tho ugh t a t the tim e . There c e rta in ly  
m ust be a lo t o f pugnacious people in  the  w o rld , and I suppose, 
taken a ll toge ther they could re a lly  cook up a lo t  o f troub le .

I  s o rt o f figured th a t these pugnacious people in  G erm any and 
the other he ll ra isers in England, U . S., Japan etc. would a ll m arch 
out on the ba ttle fie ld  and pu t on a rea l show, som eth ing to  pu t the 
am ateur sold ier to shame.

A nd sure enough, the newspapers started  in  to  te ll how some 
o f these guys were so crazy about f ig h t in g  th a t the y  ju s t  loved to  
ge t themselves k ille d  in  suicide ba ttles , and a ll th a t. B u t th a t was 
m a in ly  Germans and Japanese. W e A m ericans liked  to  live  and 
w eren’t  so pugnacious about g e ttin g  ou r heads b low n o ff .  We weren’t  
“ fa n a tica l,”  like  the Japanese, fo r  instance.

B u t a fte r  a w h ile  when so m any Am ericans were cashing in , 
too, I  tho ugh t maybe the Japanese papers w ould say we’re 
pugnacious and fan a tica l, too. M aybe they  w ou ldn ’t  understand th a t 
when you ’re in  a b a ttle  everybody has to  f ig h t.

O rdinary  Mortals W ho W ere Scared
Then, too, th e papers began ta lk in g  about captured German and 

Japanese soldiers who looked like  a p re tty  s o rry  lo t— no t “ supermen”  
a t a ll, b u t ju s t  o rd in a ry  guys th a t were scared •. . . s o rt o f like  I  
would be i f  I  was captured. W e ll gee, I  th o u g h t to  m yse lf, how did 
these fe llow s ge t in to  the  w a r a t a ll?  They haven’t  go t so much 
pugnac ity . I t  doesn’t  look lik e  th e y ’re so ve ry  anxious to  ge t th e ir  
heads blown o f f— not any m ore than I  am.

W hy d idn ’t  the Germ an o r Japanese re c ru it in g  o ffice r say, 
“ Now you can’t  ge t in to  th is  w a r unless you ’ve g o t p le n ty  o f 
pugnac ity . W e w on’t  le t  you f ig h t unless you swear to  send a ll 
Am erican soldiers to  H e ll, even a t the cost o f you r own li fe . ”  T h a t s 
the w ay you ’d run a w a r th a t had rea l P U G N A C IT Y  in  it .

But how could the re c ru it in g  sergeants say th a t anywhere—  
Inc lud ing  Am erica— when the g rea t m a jo r ity  were d ra fte d  in to  the 
arm ies o f the w orld  to f ig h t fo r  th e ir  bosses? I guess maybe the 
Japanese a rm y doctor d idn ’ t ask the dra ftee  i f  he was pugnacious 
any more than the Am erican a rm y  doctor did.

B u t you c e rta in ly  would th in k  th a t the Japanese w orkers  would 
be so pugnacious and fa n a tic a l they w ou ldn ’t  w a n t to  be d ra fte d  a t 
a ll. Y o u ’d th in k  th e y ’d ju s t  rush over to  the re c ru it in g  office and 
en lis t so they could ge t in to  a “ suicide bom bing”  o r som ething. A t  
least th a t ’s w h a t you ’d th in k  i f  you believed a ll you read in  the  
papers. A nd especially th a t ’s w h a t you ’d th in k  i f  you believe th a t 
w a r is caused by  the  pu gn ac ity  o f masses o f w o rk in g  people in  
d iffe re n t countries who are ju s t  ach ing to ge t a t one ano the r’s 
th roa ts .

tt*» the Bif* Shots W ho A re Pugnacious
B u t maybe th a t isn ’t  w h a t George B ernard  Shaw and Scissorb ill 

Sam (the bosses’ m an) were ta lk in g  about. M aybe they m eant the 
pu gn ac ity  o f the b ig  shots, the representa tives o f the ca p ita lis t 
class who conduct the  w a r. Take the b ig  generals. Remember when 
General M on tgom ery captured General Von Thom a in N o rth  A fr ic a ?  
They had tea toge the r in  f ro n t  o f M on tgom ery ’s ten t.

Take General P atton . There ’s rea l pugnac ity  fo r  you ! He was 
so rry  there was so much o f the w o rld  under w a te r so he couldn’ t 
bomb hell out o f it .  B ut his on ly  physica l encounter tha t I ’ve read 
about was when he slapped the face o f a shell-shocked Am erican 
so ld ie r!

W e ll, take the  b ig  corpora tions who are behind the generals 
and the governm ents, too. S ure ly  th e ir  boys are pugnacious! Sure, 
the y  meet a t S w itze rland in  the In te rn a tio n a l Bank. Thomas 
M c K it tr ic k , the A m erican president and th e  Shroeder B ank people 
o f G erm any and E ng land ge t together, have a cockta il and declare 
a dividend. T h a t takes a lo t  o f pugnac ity  too, don’t  you th in k  ?

A nyhow  I  looked ou t the w indow  as the dog f ig h t was w ind ing  
up, one dog go ing  aw ay w ith  h is ta i l  between h is  legs, and the 
o ther lim p in g  around w ondering  i f  he was the w inne r o r not. A nd I  
tho ugh t to m yse lf, i f  the re ’s one th in g  th a t ’s NO T the cause o f 
c a p ita lis t w a r i t ’s pugnac ity .

8,000 A u to  Workers  
Strike A t  Mack Plants

By Paul Mason
A L L E N T O W N , Pa., J u ly  8 — 

Over 8,000 M ack T ruck  workers, 
in  the New B runsw ick, N . J., 
P la in fie ld , N . J. and A llen tow n, 
Pa. p lan ts, are en te ring  today 
the th ird  week o f th e ir  s trike . 
The s tr ik e  began on June 25 in 
New Brunsw ick, and spread a 
few  days la te r to  the o ther p lants. 
The issue invo lved is again one 
o f company un ion-busting  a t
tem pts, and once more the w o rk 
ers, members o f the CIO U n ited  
A utom obile  W orkers, have taken 
active  steps to  c ircum vent th is .

The im m ediate po in t o f conten
tion  is caused by cutbacks in 
production, due to  governm ent 
contracts cancellations. A s a 
resu lt, mass la y o ffs  have begun. 
The old union con tract, w h ich  ex
p ired la s t January  b u t was ex
tended by the W LB , provides fo r  
la y o ffs  on a departm enta l basis. 
However, the new con tract, in 
(he process o f nego tia tion  fo r  a 
fu l l  year due to company s ta lling , 
provides fo r  p lan t-w ide  sen io rity , 
and la y o ffs  on th a t basis.

Several m onths ago, an agree
ment was made between the un
ion and the company to  la y  men 
o f f  on a p lan t-w ide  basis, in  ac
cordance w ith  the provis ions o f 
the new contract. Th is p a rt o f 
the new con tract had a lready been 
agreed upon b y  the  company, 
since the  contracts o f the other

p lan ts a lready have such p ro v i
sions.

B ut, as usual, when the la y o ffs  
cam£, the company refused to  
abide by the agreem ent to  w h ich 
i t  was a pa rt, and p ro m p tly  p ro 
ceeded to la y  o f f  w o rkers  on a 
departm enta l basis. The un ion 
protested vehem ently bu t in vain. 
The w orkers  then resorted to  
th e ir  m ost e ffec tive  weapon, the 
s trike . The P la in fie ld  and A l
lentow n w orkers, re a liz in g  the 
need fo r  u n ity  and s o lid a rity  to 
day m ore tha n  ever before, fo l
lowed s u it a fe w  days la te r.

The w orkers a t a ll fo u r p lan ts 
have taken a very  m ilita n t stand 
against a ll e ffo r ts  to d rive  them  
back to  w ork. Several back-to- 
w o rk  pleas from  the Regional 
W ar Labor Board have been re 
jected by the New Brunsw ick 
w orkers. On Ju ly  7 the N a tion a l 
W L B  ordered s tr ike rs  o f a ll fo u r 
p lan ts back to w ork  im m edia te ly , 
s ta tin g  i t  would refuse to  con
sider the case u n t il fu l l  produc
tion  was resumed.

Nevertheless, the New' B runs
w ick  w orkers  voted overw helm 
in g ly  to  stay on s tr ik e  u n t il a 
fu l l  se ttlem ent v'as reached. A t  
a m eeting held th is  a fte rpoon in  
A llen tow n, the s tr ik e rs  a t the A l
lentow n plant, voted U N A N IM 
O U S LY  to  rem ain ou t in  sym 
pa thy  w ith  New  B runsw ick. The 
m eeting lasted on ly  fifteen  m in 
utes, and loud cheers greeted the 
decision.
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How The Masses Destroyed The Bastille 
In  Great French Revolution Of 1789-93

¥y  Joseph Hansen

E ng rav ing  by Helm an from  o rig in a l by Monnet.

Contem porary d raw ing  dep ic ting  the s to rm 'ng  o f the B as tille  in  the Great F rench Revolution.
The a r t is t  idealized the scene by showing the ragged masses in  reg u la r un ifo rm s.

Trotskyists A c tive  In Ireland

The s to rm ing  o f the B astille  
on Ju ly  14, 1789 was one o f the 
m ost d ram atic  happenings in the 
g re a t French R evolution which 
sounded the death-knell o f feud
a lism  in Europe. I t  has entered 
in to  h is to ry  as a symbol o f the 
destruction  o f a decayed social 
o rder by the forces o f a new 
society in  b ir th  and as such is 
an im p o rta n t date on the revo lu 
tio n a ry  calendar.

O verlooking the r iv e r  Seine in 
Paris, th is  g r im , g loom y fo rtress  
fo r  centuries had served as a 
prison under the feudal regime. 
I ts  prisoners were divided in to 
tw o  categories: those th row n  in to  
its  damp underground cells and 
to rtu re  chambers th rou gh  le ttres  
de cachet, and those accused or 
suspected o f po litica l opposition 
to  the reg im e o r o f c ritic ism  of 
members o f the ru lin g  class.

The le ttres  de cachet (w a rran ts  
o f a rre s t) were o ften m erely 
signed blanks given by the au th 
o rities  to th e ir  class friends  and 
hangers-on. A ll the holders had 
to  do was f i l l  in  the names o f 
persons they wanted “ pu t aw ay”  
and the au tho ritie s  did the rest.

M E N  R O T TE D  A W A Y
Prisoners o f a ll types, po litica l 

and otherw ise, were kep t in the 
B as tille  fo r  decades, a w a itin g  
t r ia l .  Thousands died in the fou l 
fo rtress . Men were incarcerated 
in th e ir  youth and kep t there, 
frequ en tly  chained to  the dank 
dungeon w a lls , u n til they were 
old and grey.

Thus, when the French Revolu
t io n  bu rs t u,pon the decadent 
feudal order, the people concen
tra ted  th e ir  f irs t  a ttack against 
the B as tille  as the outstanding 
sym bol o f the cruel oppression 
o f the m onarchy and feudal nob
i l i ty .

On the n ig h t o f J u ly  13 seven 
shots were fired a t the massive 
w a lls  o f the fo rb id d in g  fo rtress - 
dungeon. The fo rtre ss  governor, 
the M arouis de Launay, trem bled 
in  his shoes behind the  raised 
drawbridges and “ re tire d  in to  his 
in te r io r ”  strongho ld.

A N G R Y  M ASSES
Throughou t the m orn ing  o f Ju ly  

14 the c ry  echoed th ro u g h o u t Pa
r is :  “ TO T H E  B A S T IL L E !”  A 
mass o f an g ry  hu m an ity  surged 
th rou gh  the streets to surround 
the  B as tille  like  a tu rb u le n t sea. 
Troops a top  the ba ttlem ents fired 
th e ir  muskets in to  the sw e lling  
crowd. W ith  th e ir  dy in g  breath 
the people who were s truck down '

made th e ir  frien ds  swear no t to 
g ive  up u n t il the hated prison 
was to rn  down. A  cannon loaded 
w ith  grapeshot was fired over the 
crowd but the on ly  e ffe c t was to 
increase the shouts o f rage and 
cries fo r  vengeance.

D a rin g  workm en c ambered up 
the stone w a lls  u n til they reached 
the massive chains ho ld ing up 
the outer draw bridge. They 
smashed the chains and the g rea t 
b ridge dropped w ith  a crash. The 
masses streamed across the 
bridge in to  the cou rtya rd  o f the 
fo rtress. They were greeted w ith  
a ha il o f m usket fire. F in a lly , 
by a strategem , the revo lu tiona ry  
crowd succeeded in  pene tra ting  
to the in ne r s trongho ld.

R A Z E D  TO G RO UND
W ith  a roa r o f tr iu m p h  they 

sought out the prisoners, cast o f f  
th e ir  shackles, and paraded them 
th rough  the streets in  joyous p ro 
cession. The defenders o f the 
B astille  m et the fa te  they so r ic h 
ly  deserved. R evo lu tion is ts  pored 
over the prison archives and 
the long -kep t secrets o f a reac
tio n a ry  reg im e were published in  
the press o f the revo lu tion .

Then the masses attacked the 
B as tille  its e 'f  w ith  axe and crow 
bar. They did not stop u n t il the 
en tire  in fam ous s truc tu re  was 
razed to  the ground.

The revo lu tion  begun in  1789 
was a bourgeois revo lu tion . I t  
was organized and led by the 
new ca p ita lis t class, w ith  the sup
p o rt o f the poor and oppressed 
o f tow n and country . I t  m arked 
the beg inn ing o f the end o f feudal 
society. W ith  fire  and sword the 
r is in g  c a p ita lis t class removed 
the dead w e ig h t o f feudalism  
from  the g ro w in g  productive 
forces and cleared a path fo r  the 
Iremendous fu r th e r  development 
of European economy.

Today, the ca p ita lis t system 
has grow n senile. I ts  ea rly  p ro 
gressive social ro le has long been 
outlived. Now, like  the feudal 
system in  1789, it  stands a th w a rt 
the path o f economic and social 
progress. C ap ita lism  came to 
b ir th  in the womb o f feudal so
cie ty. Likew ise, cap ita lis t society 
has prepared the basis fo r  a new 
social order —  socialism . When 
the w o rk ing  class destroys cap i
ta lism , c iv iliz a tio n  w il l  take an
o ther g reat leap fo rw a rd .

The Ir is h  T ro ts k y is ts  have been 
active in the B r it is h  general elec
tions. O rganized in the  Revolu
tio n a ry  Socia list P a rty , Ir is h  sec
tion  o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tion a l, 
they gave c r it ic a l support to  the 
Labor P a rty  candidates in N o rth  
Ire land . The I r is h  T ro tsky is ts  
did no t ru n  th e ir  own candidates 
because, according to th e ir  elec
t io n  lea fle t, “ our p a rty  is s t ill 
new and lacks financia l s treng th .”  

A n a lyz in g  the s itua tion  fac ing  
the Ir is h  w orkers, the RSP de
clared: “ The M in is try  o f Food
welcomed V E  day by announcing 
reductions in  the fa t  and meat 
ra tion . O ther item s in  the w o rk 
ers’ standard o f l iv in g  are to  be 
cut unless new m arkets are found

to absorb B r it is h  goods. W here 
w ill these m arkets come fro m  ?

“ B r ita in  has already los t a 
th ird  o f her pre -w ar fo re ign  m ar
kets. Ruined Europe cannot pay 
fo r  B r it is h  goods. Meanwhile, 
the pove rty -s tricken  colonial peo
ples are s tr iv in g  to break the im 
p e ria lis t chains. The U. S. A ., 
s trongest power on earth , plans 
u. oust B r ita in  everywhere. A  
T H IR D  W O R LD  W A R  already 
casts its  shadow over the 
“ P E A C E .”

S O C IA L IS T  IR E L A N D
The RSP calls on the Ir is h  

w orkers to f ig h t fo r  a Socialist 
U n ited  Ire la nd  and a Socialist 
U n ited  States o f Europe.

In  ask ing the w orkers to vote 
fo r  the Labor P arty , the RSP 
sha rp ly  c ritic izes  the Labor P a rty  
leadership, cha rg ing  them w ith  
having “ connived w ith  the im 
pe ria lis ts .”  “ The La bo r,P a rty  w ill 
not lead us to  socialism ,”  continue 
the Ir is h  T ro tsky is ts . “ But it  
w ill place socialism on the order 
o f the day in the m inds o f the 
workers by arousing th e ir  .expect
ations and increasing th e ir  p o li
tica l in terests...”

The RSP asks the w orkers  to 
vote fo r  the Labor P a rty  candi
dates and demands th a t th e y “ ag i- 
ta te ”  fo r  a T rans ition a l P ro 
gram . Am ong the planks o f th is  
program , the RSP lis ts  “ a s lid in g , 
scale o f hours and wages to  com-1

bat unem ploym ent and h igh 
prices; fo r  the r ig h t  o f fa c to ry  
com m ittees to  inspect the f irm ’s 
nooks and bank accounts; fo r  the 
estab lishm ent o f use fu l public 
works, financed by ta x in g  the 
rich , operated bv w o rke rs ’ con
tro l. ”  The RSP ca lls fo r  the 
“ r ig h t  to se lf-de te rm ina tion  of 
the colonial em p ire”  and against 
“ im p e ria lis t in te rven tion  in  E u r
ope.”
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Allied Powers Looting 
Machinery In Germany

The U. S- a rm y, before evacuat
ing  Saxony and T h u rin g ia  to  the 
Red A rm y , took away as much o f 
the in d u s tr ia l resources as could 
be moved. L ikew ise the Red 
A rm y , before evacuating the 
B erlin  zones to  its  “ a llie s ,”  took 
away m ost o f the in d u s tr ia l m a
chinery.

W h a t the U. S. a rm y did is 
indicated by a dispatch from  
M agdeburg in the J u ly  3 New 
Y o rk  T im es:

R E M O V E  IN S T R U M E N T S
“ . . . Russian forces w il l  be in 

possession.. .  o f such m il i ta r i ly  
im p o rta n t in s ta lla tion s  as the 
Zeiss fa c to ry  a t Jena, the huge 
underground bomb and rocket 
fac to ries  a t Nordhausen and the 
b ig  Leuna chem ical w orks at 
Merseburg.

“ However, the Russians may 
have d iff ic u lty  in p u ttin g  these 
p lan ts  in to  operation soon, fo i 
im m edia te ly  a f te r  the German: 
w ith d re w  the A m erican troops 
ordnance experts began m oving 
out l ig h t  and delicate precisio i 
ins trum en ts , leaving on ly  heavy 
lathes and o ther fix tu res.

. . M any sk illed  technician: 
and cra ftsm en applied and ob
tained passes to go fa r th e r  west 
ward in to  the A m erican zone. It 
is estim ated th a t a t least 16 0(X 
such workm en le ft  before th 
boundaries were frozen am 
sealed a t 6 o’clock th is  m o rn ing .’

F A C T O R IE S  S T R IP P E D
W hat the Red A rm y  did is in 

dicated by a B e rlin  dispatch t< 
the Ju ly  5 New Y o rk  T im es:

“ In  d is tr ic ts  now being take: 
over by A m erican and B r it is l 
troops factories were stripped cf 
heavy m ach inery fo u r  to  eigh 
weeks ago.

“ The vast R he inm eta ll-B o rs ij 
a rm am ent w orks in  the r.o rthe ri 
suburb o f Tegel was evacuated by 
the Russians la s t Sunday' in  ex 
pectation o f the a r r iv a l o f tin  
B r it is h  forces. . .

"O f the 2,500 machines tha 
survived the bombings, few er tha i 
300 have been le f t  behind by th: 
Russian au thorities , according tc 
company records.
■ “ . . .The Russian d ism antling 
•of German industry ' is no t con 
fined to arm am ent works. In  th  
Z ch lendorf d is tr ic t,  now unde. 
Am erican con tro l, a spinning 
m ill,  a sugar m ill and variou: 
o ther p lan ts  have been thoroughly 
cleaned o u t.”

These fac ts  indica te the rea' 
s itua tion  in  Germ any between th<; 
A ng lo -U . S. bloc and the Sovie 
governm ent. Each considers its

zone in  G erm any as a base o f 
operations in a fu tu re  s trugg le  
aga inst the o ther side. Each tr ies  
to s treng then the in d u s tr ia l 
(tom orro w  m il ita ry )  power o f its  
zone and to  weaken th a t o f the 
zone o f the o ther side. Occupied 
Germ any is be ing prepared as one 
o f the p r in c ip a l ba ttle fie lds  o f 
W orld  W ar I I I .

Plot to Restore 
Greek Monarchy

(Continued from  page 1)

insp ire rs  and organ izers o f the 
m onarch ist p lot.

The Greek S ta lin is t leader, 
N icolas Zachariades, deceives the 
m a s s e s  by assu ring  them : 
“ N o th ing  w il l  happen. The move
m ent has become abortive  because 
i f  our denunciation o f i t  and be
cause o f the d ispositions o f the 
G overnm ent.”  The German S ta lin - 
’sts said the same th in g . H itle r ,  
hey declared, would never suc

ceed in ta k in g  power. The year 
:P31, they claimed, witnessed the 
peak o f his s treng th . A f te r  H it le r  
was in power, they said his 
regim e would not last.

A F A T A L  COURSE
Instead o f sounding a w a rn in g  

fign a l and a le rtin g  the  masses 
ga inst th e ir  sworn foes, the 

J-reek S ta lin is ts  pursue the fa ta l 
ourse o f th e ir  German confreres, 
t would be hard to  im ag ine a 

more rid icu lous  assertion than the 
me they make —  th a t th e ir  
denuncia tion”  o f the m onarch is t 

p lo tte rs  w i l l  p revent a m onarch ist 
.oup d ’e ta t. The Nazis laughed a t 
s im ila r denunciations.

GOV’T DOES N O T H IN G
The Greek G overnm ent, wh ich 

knows o f the p lo t and could deal 
w ith  i t  “ in tw e n ty -fo u r hours,”  is 
n a tu ra lly  do ing no th ing  about it .  
Declared P rem ier V ou lg a ris : “ I t  
is incorrect to say' th a t the Gov
ernm ent has taken preventive 
measures.”

Thus (he S ta lin is t be trayers in  
Greece are con tinu ing  (he ir 
deadly w ork  o f s treng then ing  the 
forces o f reaction and counter
revo lu tion . They began by w e l
coming B r it is h  troops to  A thens 
and he lp ing  to disarm  the masses. 
Now they are p repa ring  the 
masses fo r  the m onarch ist yoke 
by the fa lse assurance: “ N o th in g  
w il l  happen.”

The History Of American Trotskyism
H O W  TROTSKY’S CRITICISM OF STALINISM  

REACHED THE AMERICAN C. P. LEADERS

l i t  the f ir  at installment a of his book, Comrade Cannon told 
how the American Communist Party grew out of the left wing 
of the Socialist Party in 1919; described its period of under
ground life un til in 1923 it was organised as a legal party which 
began to penetrate the trade union movement. As the composi
tion of the party changed w ith the in flux of workers, a series of 
factional struggles began between the proletarian wing and the 
petty-bourgeois tendencies within the party. The struggles began 
on a high theoretical level involving the Russian question. This 
is the eighth installment of Cannon’s book.

*  *  *

A lm ost any member o f our p a rty  can te ll you now w ha t the 
problem s o f the  Chinese revo lu tion  were because, since th a t t im e / 
extensive m a te ria l has been published. W e have educated our young 
comrades on the lessons o f the Chinese revo lu tion . B u t in 1927 we 
p ro v in c ia l Am ericans d idn ’t  know an y th in g  about it .  China was fa r  
away. We never saw any' o f the theses o f  the Russian Opposition. 
We d idn ’t  understand the colon ia l question too  w e ll. We d idn ’t 
understand the pro found theore tica l issues involved in  the Chinese 
question and the dispute which fo llow ed, so we couldn’t  take a 
position honestly.

The Ang lo-Russian question seemed a l i t t le  c learer to  me. That 
was the question o f the g re a t s trugg le  between the Russian Op 
position and the S ta lin is ts  over the fo rm a tio n  o f the A rg lo -R uss ian  
Com m ittee, a com m ittee o f Russian and E ng lish  trade un ion is t: 
yvhich became a substitu te  fo r  independent Com m unist w flrk  i r  
E ng land. T h is  po licy th ro ttle d  the independent a c tiv ity  o f the 
E ng ish  Com m unist P a rty  a t the cruc ia l m om ent o f the genera’ 
s tr ik e  o f 1926 in th a t country . Q uite by accident, in the sp ring  or 
th a t same year, I  had come across one o f the documents o f the 
Russian O pposition on th a t d ispute and it  had a pro found influence 
on me. I  fe l t  th a t a t least on th is  question o f the Anglo-Russian 
Com m ittee, the O pposition ists had the right, line. A t  any ra te , I war 
convinced th a t they were no t the coun te r-revo lu tion is ts  they were 
p ic tu red  to be.

In  1928, a fte r  the F ebrua ry  plenum , I made one o f m y more 
o r less re g u la r na tiona l tou rs. I  had the h a b it o f m ak ing  a t leas' 
one to u r o f the coun try  fro m  coast to coast every year, o r every 
tw o  years, so as to get a breath o f the rea l Am erica, to get the 
fee l o f w ha t was go ing on in Am erica. Look ing  back a t i t  now 
you can trace m any o f the un rea lis tic  ideas and m istakes, and 
much o f the narrow-m indedness o f some o f the p a rty  leaders i r  
New  Y o rk , to  the fa c t th a t they had lived a ll th e ir  lives on the 
island of' M anhattan and d idn ’t  have the rea l fee l o f th is  great, 
d ivers ified  country.

T h e  Feel o f the Labor Movement
I  made m y 1928 to u r  under the auspices o f the In te rn a tion a l 

Labor Defense and prolonged i t  fo u r  m onths. I wanted to get a 
bath in  the mass movement away fro m  the s t if l in g  atmosphere o f 
the  eve rlas ting  fac tion  figh ts . I  wanted an o p p o rtu n ity  to  th in k  out 
a few  th in g s  on the Russian question, which troubled me more than 
a n y th in g  else. V incen t Dunne has rem inded me more than once that 
on m y w ay back from  the Pacific Coast, when I stopped in 
M inneapo lis, he and Comrade Skoglund asked me among other th ings 
w h a t I though t o f the expulsion o f T ro tsky  and Z inoviev, and that 
I  answered them, “ W ho am I to condemn the leaders o f the Russian 
revo lu tion ,”  thereby in d ica ting  to them th a t I  was not very 
sym pathetic  to  the expulsion o f T ro tsky  and Z inoviev. They rem em 
bered th a t when the figh t broke out in  the open a few  m onths la ter.

In  the la te  sp ring  and ea rly  sum m er o f T92S, the S ix th  W orld

Congress o f th e Com intern was called in Moscow. We departed fo r  
Moscow as usual on such occasions in  a b ig  delegation representing 
a ll the fac tions ; go ing there, I  am so rry  to  say, not preoccupied 
w ith  the  problem s o f the in te rn a tio n a l movem ent which we a? 
representatives o f one section m ig h t help to solve, b u t a ll o f us 
more or less preoccupied p r im a r ily  w ith  ou r own l i t t le  f ig h t in the 
Am erican p a r ty ; go ing to the W orld  Congress to  see w h a t help we 
could get to  f r y  our own fish here a t home. U n fo rtu n a te ly , th a t was 
the a ttitu d e  o f p ra c tica lly  everybody.

On de pa rting  fo r  the Congress I  d idn ’t  have any hope o f ge tting  
a rea l c la rifica tio n  o f the Russian question, the d ispute w ith  the 
Opposition. B y  th a t tim e  i t  appeared th a t the O pposition had been 
com plete ly w iped out. The leaders were expelled? T ro tsky  was in 
exile  in A lm a  A ta . A ll over the w o rld  w ha t sym path izers they may 
have had were th row n  ou t o f the p a rty . There seemed to be nc 
prospect o f re v iv in g  the question. B u t i t  continued to bo ther me 
nevertheless. And i t  bothered me so much th a t I couldn’t  take a 
ve ry  e ffec tive  p a r t in  our fac tion  f ig h t in Moscow.
' N a tu ra lly , we continued the fac tion  f ig h t when we go t there 
We im m ed ia te ly  lined up our delegations in caucuses and begar 
to see w hat we could do to  cut each other down, d raw ing  up m utua ’ 
accusations and endlessly debating the th in g  before the com m issior 
there. 1 was a more o r less sullen p a rtic ip a n t in  the business. .Just 
about th a t tim e  they began to  apportion  the commissions. T h a t is 
the lead ing members o f each delegation were appointed to various 
commissions o f the Congress, some on the trade  un ion commission 
some on the p o lit ic a l commission, some on the o rgan iza tion  com
mission. In  add ition  there was the program  commission.

The Question o f a Finished Program
The S ix th  Congress undertook to  adopt fo r  the f irs t  tim e  a 

urogram , a finished p rogram  o f the Com intern. The Com intern was 
organized in 1919, and up to  1928, nine years la te r i t  s t i l l  had no 
finished program . T ha t doesn’t  mean th a t in the ea rly  years there 
was a lack o f a tten tion  and in te res t in the question o f the program  
I t  s im p ly  is an ind ica tion  o f how seriously the greatest M arx is ts  
took the question o f the p rogram  and how c a re fu lly  they elaborated 
it. They began w ith  some basic reso lutions in 1919. They adopted 
others in  1920, 1921, 1922. A t  the F o u rth  Congress they had the 
beginn ing o f a discussion on the program . The F if th  Congress d idn ’t 
pursue the question. Thus we came to  the S ix th  Congress in  1928. 
and we had before us the d ra ft  o f  a p rogram  which bore the a u th o r
ship o f B ukh a rin  and S ta lin .

I  was p u t on the program  commission, p a r tly  because the other 
fac tion  leaders w eren’t  much interested in the program . “ Leave tha t 
to B ukharin . W e don’t  w a n t to bo ther w ith  th a t. W e w a n t to  get 
on the po litica l commission w h ich is go ing to  decide about our 
fac tion  f ig h t;  on the trade un ion com m ission; or some o ther practica l 
commission which is go ing to decide som eth ing about some l i t t le  
tw o -b y -fo u r trade union question w o rry in g  us.”  Such was the 
genera! sentim ent o f the Am erican delegation. I was shoved onto the 
p rogram  commission as a sort o f honor w ith o u t substance. And to 
te ll you the tru th , I  was no t much in terested in i t  e ither.

But tha t turned out. to be a bad m istake— p u ttin g  me on the 
program  commission. I t  cost S ta lin  more than one headache, to sav 
no th ing  o f Foster, Lovestone and the others. Because T ro tsky , exiled 
in A lm a A ta , expelled from  the Russian p a rty  and the Com m unist 
In te rn a tion a l, was appealing to the Congress. You see, T ro tsky  
d idn ’t  ju s t get up and w a lk  away from  the p a rty . He came r ig h t 
back a fte r  his expulsion, a t the firs t op p o rtu n ity  w ith  the convening 
o f the S ix th  Congress o f the Com intern, no t on ly  w ith  a document 
appealing his case, but w ith  a tremendous theore tica l con tribu tion  
in the fo rm  o f a c ritic ism  o f the d ra ft  program  o f B ukharin  and 
S ta lin .

T ro ts k y ’s document was en titled , “ The D ra ft  P rogram  o f th<- 
Com m unist In te rn a tio n a l: A  C ritic is m  o f Fundam enta ls.”  Through 
some s lip-up in the apparatus in Moscow, w h ich was supposed to  b( 
bu reaucra tica lly  a ir t ig h t,  th is  document o f T ro ts k y  came in to  th r 
tra n s la tin g  room o f the 'Com intern. I t  fe ll in to  the hopper, w h er' 
they had a dozen o r m ore tra n s la to rs  and stenographers w ith  
no th ing  else to do. They picked up T ro ts k y ’s document, transla ted 
:t  and d is tribu ted  i t  to  the heads o f the delegations and the mem 
hers o f the program  commission.' So, lo and behold, i t  was la id i r  
m y lap, trans la ted  in to  E ng lish ! M aurice Spector, a delegate from  
the Canadian P a rty , and in somewhat the same fram e o f m ind e- 
m yself, was also on the program  commission and he go t a copy.

Trotsky’s Docum ent Illum inates Russian Question
We le t the caucus meetings and the Congress sessions go tc 

‘ he devil w h ile  we read and studied th is  document. Then I  knew 
w ha t 1 had to do, and so did he. Our doubts had been resolved 
I t  was as c lear as d a y lig h t th a t M a rx is t tru th  was on the side eg 
T ro tsky . We made a compact there  and then— Spector and I — thal 
we would come back home and begin a s trugg le  under the banner o f 
T ro tsky ism .

We d idn ’t  begin th e f ig h t  in Moscow a t the Congress, a lthough 
we were already th o ro ug h ly  convinced. F rom  the day I  read tha t 
document I  considered m yse lf, w ith o u t a sing le  w avering  doub' 
the rea fte r, a disciple o f T ro tsky . Because we d idn ’t  raise the fight 
in Moscow, some pu ris ts  on the side lines m ig h t again demand- 
“ W hy d idn ’t  you take the f lo o r  a t the S ix th  Congress and speak up 
fo r  T ro ts k y ? ”  The answer is, we couldn’t  have best served our 
po litica l ends by do ing so. A nd th a t is w hat you are in  po litics  fo r— 
to serve ends.

The Com intern was already p re tty  w e ll S ta lin ized. The Congress 
was rigged. F o r us to  have disclosed our complete position  a t the 
Congress would probably have resu lted in  our detention in  Moscow 
u n t il we were cu t to pieces and isolated a t home. Lovestone, when 
his tim e  dame, was la te r caugh t in  th is  Moscow trap . M y du ty , a-'d 
m y p o lit ic a l task as I  saw it ,  was to  organize a base o f support fo r  
the Russian O pposition in  m y own p h rty . In  o rder to do th a t I had 
f irs t  to ge t home. There fore  I  kep t qu ie t a t the S talin ized Congress. 
Frankness among frien ds  is a v ir tu e ; in dealing w ith  unscrupulous 
enemies i t  is the a ttr ib u te  o f a foo l.

A t  th a t we weren’t too cautious in keeping our sen tim en t' 
hidden. I, especially, was considered more and more as “ m onkeying”

w ith  T ro tsky ism . G itlo w  has re lated in  his pa thetic  g h os t-w ritten  
book o f repentance th a t the  GPU had checked on m y a c tiv itie s  i*  
Moscow and had reported to  the Com intern th a t “ Cannon in ta lk : 
w ith  Russians had disclosed th a t he had strong  T ro ts k y is t lean ings.’' 
They had me under suspicion bu t hesitated to  proceed against me 
too brusquely. They though t th a t maybe they could s tra ig h ten  
me out and th a t th is  would be much be tte r than to  have an open 
scandal. They had good reason to assume th a t I  wrould make a 
scandal i f  i t  came to an open fight!.

So even tua lly  we came back home— I th in k  in September— w ith  
no th ing  solved so fa r  as the fac tio n  fig h t in the Am erican p a r ty  was 
concerned. The Lovestoneites had gained a few  inches in the fig h t 
in Moscow, bu t a t the same tim e  S ta lin  had included some q u a lif ic a 
tions in the reso lu tion  which la id  the basis fo r  g e ttin g  r id  la te r o f 
the Lovestor.eitcs. I  had sm uggled T ro ts k y ’s c r it ic is m  o f the  d ra ft  
p rogram  out o f Ruffsia, b r in g in g  i t  home w ith  me. We came back 
home and I  proceeded im m ed ia te ly  w ith  m y determ ined task  to 
re c ru it  a fac tio n  fo r  T ro tsky .

Trotsky’s Criticism  Is Smuggled to America
You m ay th in k  th a t was a sim ple th in g  to do. B u t here was the 

state o f a ffa irs . T ro ts k y  had been condemned in every p a rty  o f the 
Com m unist In te rn a tio n a l, and once! again condemned by the S ix th  
Congress, as coun te r-revo lu tionary . N o t a s ing le  m ember in  the 
n a rty  was known as an outspoken supporte r o f T ro tsky ism . The 
whole p a rty  was reg im ented aga inst it. B y  th a t tim e  the p a rty  was 
~o longer one o f those dem ocratic o rgan iza tions where you can 
raise a question, and ge t a fa ir  discussion. To declare fo r  T ro ts k y  
'nd  the Russian 'Opposition meant to subject you rse lf to  the accusa
tion o f being a coun te r-revo lu tiona ry  t ra ito r ;  and be ing expelled 
fo r th w ith  w ith o u t any discussion. U nder such circum stances the 
‘ ask was to re c ru it a new fac tion  in secret before the inev itab le  
explosion came, w ith  the certa in  prospect th a t th is  fac tion , no m a tte r 
how b ig  o r sm all i t  m ig h t be, would s u ffe r expulsion and have to  
f ig h t aga inst the S ta lin is ts , aga inst the whole w orld , to create a new 
movement.

From  (he very beg inn ing I had not the s ligh tes t doubt about the 
m agnitude o f the task. I f  we had pe rm itted  ourselves any illus ions 
we would have been so disappointed at the resu lts th a t i t  m ig h t 
have broken us up. 1 began qu ie tly  to seek out in d iv idu a ls  and to  
ta lk  to 'them  consp ira tive ly . Rose K arsner was my f ir s t  firm  adherent. 
She never fa lte red  from  th a t day to th is . Shachtman and Abern, who 
worked w ith  me in the In te rn a tio n a l Labor Defense, and were both 
members o f the N a tion a l Com m ittee, though not o f the P o litica l 
Com m ittee, jo ined me in  the great new endeavor. A  few  others came 
along. We were doing qu ite we ll, m aking a l i t t le  headway here and 
there, w o rk in g  cau tiously  a ll the tim e. A rum o r was go ing around 
about. Cannon being a T ro ts k y is t, but. I  never said so open ly; and 
nobody knew w hat to do about the rum or. Moreover, there was a 
l i t t le  com plica tion in  the p a rty  s itu a tio n  which also worked in  our 
favor.

As I  have re lated, the p a r ty  was divided in to  three fac tions, b u t 
the Foster fac tion  and the Cannon fac tio n  were w o rk in g  in a bloc 
and had a t th a t tim e  a jo in t caucus. T h is  p u t the Foste rites  between 
the devil and the deep sea. I f  they  d idn ’t  expose hidden T ro tsky ism  
and f ig h t i t  energetica lly , they would lose the sym pathy and sup
p o rt o f S ta lin . But, on the o ther hand, i f  they g o t tough w ith  us and 
lost our support they couldn’t  hope to w in  the m a jo r ity  in  the  com ing 
convention. They were to rn  by indecision, and we exp lo ited th e ir  
con trad ic tion  m ercilessly.

(T o  be continued)

By James P. Cannon
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Forbidden to Speak
E d ito r :

M y son, who is in  the occupa
tio n a l forces in  Germany, says in  
a recent le tte r  th a t he has been 
engaged in g e ttin g  about 20,000 
Russian prisoners sent back home.
B u t he was no t allowed to  speak 
to  them  in any way.

He w ants to  know  w hy so re 
cent an a lly  as Russia has to  be 
trea ted  the same as the Germans.
He says he knows the answer 
bu t was a fra id  to  w r ite  more 
lo r  fe a r I  would ge t no th ing  
about w h a t was happening.

H. G.
D e tro it, M ich.

Stalinist Traitors 
Pilloried in Letter
E d ito r :

I  am enclosing a copy o f the 
le tte r  w h ich  we sent to  the D a ily  
W orke r ju s t a fte r  the collapse of 
the Com m unist P a rty  o f US A . A t  
lh a t tim e , we knew  no th in g  o f 
y o u r p a r ty  o r o f T ro ts k y ’s ideas, 
bu t we had reached the same con
clusion, nam ely th a t the Com in
te rn , especia lly its  A m erican sec
tion , was se lling  o u t d ire c tly  to 
W A L L  S T R E E T  IT S E L F . ' We 
were g lad to  see th a t our conclu
sion was shared in  th is  respect 
by a man as g rea t as T ro tsky .

Belle Montague
Cambridge, Mass.

*  *  *

E d ito r, D a ily  W o rke r:
We have ju s t  received you r 

le tte r, u rg in g  us to  renew our 
subscrip tion to  y o u r paper, which 
you so a p tly  describe as “ a 
f ig h tin g  newspaper fo r  f ig h tin g  
A m ericans,”  also you r appeal in 
beha lf o f  M rs. Raissa Browder.

P e rm it us to  state in  rep ly  
th a t we have no desire w hatever 
fo r  such a newspaper as yours 
is  a t the present t im e ; we are 
n o t a t a ll in terested in the suc
cess o r fa ilu re  o f W a ll S tree t’s 
im p e ria lis t w a r fo r  the conquest 
o f the globe. The on ly  co n flic t 

in  which we could take the  s lig h t
est in te re s t is  the s trugg le  o f the 
w orkers o f A L L  nations against 
the cap ita lis ts  and th e ir  agents... 
in c lud in g  yourselves!

W e would lik e  to in fo rm  you 
th a t we have never heard in  a ll 
ou r lives o f such a crude be traya l 
o f the in te rests o f a ll the to ile rs  
as th a t carried out by your 
p a r ty .....beginn ing w ith  the sta te 
ment th a t “ USA is f ig h tin g  a jus t 
w a r in  the Pacific”  and cu lm in a t
in g  in  the statem ents on the oc
casion o f your “ ce lebration”  o f 
Len in ’s anniversary, in  which you 
im p lied , a t least, th a t Lenin led 
the October Revolu tion to  v ic to ry  
in  order th a t the USSR m igh t 
some day live  to  pro tect the in 
terests o f the A m erican ru lin g  
class!

W e also w ish  to le t  you know  
th a t we reached our f in a l decision 
N O T  upon the occasion o f the 
d isbanding o f the Com m unist 
P a r ty  o f U S A — th a t was no sur
p rise  to  us—w e consider th a t 
you re a lly  disbanded upon the 
day when the D a ily  W orke r be
gan to  g lo a t and je e r over W a ll 
S tree t’s m u rd e r o f German C IV 
IL IA N  w o rkers  and peasants. 
W hen we read in you r paper such 
item s as “ hundreds go ing  mad in 
B e rlin ,”  “ now we con tro l the a ir, 
le t  the  Germans groan,”  “ the 
planes o f  R A F  f ly  a t n ig h t over 
Eng land tow ard  Germ any, and 
th e y  have a com fo rting , fr ie n d 
ly  sound,”  “ le t us g ive thanks to 
our brave airm en who are de
fend ing  the U n ited  States over

A Word to Our 
Correspondents

The volume of letters to the 
Workers’ Forum is growing 
from week to week. We welcome 
letters dealing with any matter 
of interest to the workers. We 
want to publish them all. To 
enable us to do this, it is es
sential that letters be kept as 
short as possible. No letter 
should be longer than 300 
words. Please keep w ith in  this 
lim it so that every worker-cor
respondent may get a break.

TH E EDITOR

the c ity  o f B e rlin ,”  etc. —  we 
could then see the h a n d w rit in g  
on the  w a ll. W e knew  th a t when 
you had reached the po in t o f re 
jo ic in g  over the bu tchery o f non- 
com batant w orkers  in  Germany, 
i t  was on ly a m a tte r o f tim e  when 
you would also g lo a t and je e r a t 
the p lig h t  o f the w orkers  o f Am e
rica , under the  ty ra n n y  o f th a t 
same W a ll S tree t! A f te r  th a t, i t  
was ju s t  a m a tte r o f tim e !

In  conclusion, we w ish to  sug
gest th a t as regards M rs. B row 
der, you w r ite  appeals, no t to  us, 
but to  the W a ll S tree t Journa l. 
Jus t po in t ou t to  them  w hat va lu 
able service you are g iv in g , and 
how u n g ra te fu l i t  is  i f  they a l
low  you r leader’s w ife  to  be de
ported. . . they who so easily con
t ro l the li fe  and death o f m il
lions  . . . and we fee l ce rta in  
you w il l  receive complete sa tis 
fac tion . . . fo r  the present.

B u t one la s t w ord  to  you. . . 
we do no t believe you w i l l  suc
ceed in you r a tte m p t to  aid 
W a ll S treet to  conquer the w o rld  
. . . we s t i l l  believe in  the v ic to ry  
o f the  w o rk in g  class! Some
where, the re  m ust be some group 
o r p a r ty  w h ich  stands fo r  the 
ideas o f M a rx  and Engels. . . 
they  have been betrayed before, 
bu t always others have appeared 
to  c a rry  on th e ir  g re a t ideas! You 
are doomed to  fa ilu re ! H is to ry  
w i l l  speak o f you as the w o rs t 
be trayers o f the w orkers  ever 
know n !1

W O R K E R S  OF T H E  W O R LD , 
U N IT E !

The M ontague F am ily
6 Gracewood P ark
Cambridge, Mass.

ing ton  etc. T h is  conception o f 
iiow to make Socialism palatable 
to the workers is  as oppo rtun is t 
as a n y th in g  1 have ever w it 
nessed.

A nd th is  p a r ty  which doesn’t  
believe in  suppo rting  the  da ily  
s trugg les o f the w orkers fo r  th e ir  
bread {the y  label a ll the unions 
as C a p ita lis t) dares to  call The 
M il ita n t  re fo rm is t because i t  
takes the lead in  the fig h t fo r  
be tte r l iv in g  standards!

The answer to  th is  was given 
by the reaction o f another M il i
ta n t reader who had been fo llo w 
in g  th is  o ther p a rty  fo r  several 
years. Three m onths a fte r  seeing 
his f irs t  copy o f The M il ita n t  he 
sent in over tw e n ty  subscrip tions 
which he obtained fro m  fe llow  
workers.

A1 Lynn 
Los Angeles

WIN AN ORIGINAL
LA URA GRAY CARTOON!

Have you been following the trials and tribulations of 
the “ poor rich”  fam ily in Laura Gray’s feature cartoons on 
Page 8 of The Militant.''1 I f  you have, you most likely have 
your own pet name for this fam ily. W ith this issue, we 
launch a contest to find the most appropriate descriptive 
name for them.

Three originals of these feature cartoons, personally in
scribed to the winners by the cartoonist, will be awarded for 
the three best names submitted. First choice of the originals 
will gd to the first-place winner; second choice to the second- 
place winner; third choice to the third-place winner.

A ll readers of The M ilitan t are eligible for the contest 
and there is no lim it on the number of suggested names a 
contestant may enter. Just send in your entries, clearly 
written on a sheet of paper, together with your fu ll name 
and address.

The contest w ill run for six weeks. A ll entries must 
reach The M ilitan t office, 116 University Place, New York 
3, N. Y. by August 31. Editors of The M ilitan t w ill judge 
the contest and decide the winning entries. Their decision 
w ill be final.

What Kind of Party?
E d ito r:

In  la s t week’s le tte rs  to  the 
E d ito r  I noticed a le tte r  fro m  
someone who labeled The M ilita n t 
an “ organ o f a p a rty  o f  re fo rm 
ers”  etc.

Aside fro m  the fa c t th a t The 
M il ita n t  is the on ly  paper which 
has played an active ro le in  the 
s trugg le  fo r  th e  day to  day in 
terests o f the w o rk in g  class, I  
would like  to  po in t ou t th a t the 
■Socialist Labor P a r ty , which th a t 
reader m entioned in  h is le tte r, 
has ju s t w ith d ra w n  fro m  c ircu 
la tio n  a ll o f its  documents and 
pam phlets on the war. I  m ig h t 
ask h im : “ A re  they repud ia ting  
th e ir  fo rm e r a n ti-w a r s tand?”

In  addition to th is  I  read a 
pam phlet o f the irs  called the 
“ Am ericanism  o f  Socia lism ”  
which was prin ted  w ith  a red, 
w h ite , and blue cover in  im ita tio n  
o f a S ta lin is t publication o f the 
same nature. L ike  the S ta lin is t 
counterpart, i t  includes quotations 
from  Jefferson, L inco ln, Wash-

Lies About Germans
E d ito r:

L e tte rs  I  have received fro m  a 
sold ier stationed in Germ any 
show up the vic ious lies th a t are 
being- cast aga inst the German 
people. He w rites , “ In  Hanover, 
German g ir ls  had to  be fo rc ib ly  
prevented fro m  a tten d in g  a dance 
held by G I’s and g ir ls  who had 
been im ported fo r  forced labor. 
A nd  in  H am burg  and Hanover 
g ir ls  had to be held o f f  a t the 
(jo in t o f a gun when the trucks  
bearing the fo re ign  w orkers p u ll
ed out. M any wanted to  accom
pany th e ir  sweethearts. The 
friend liness o f la rge  sections o f 
the popu lation has been obvious 
to m ost G I’s w ith  eyes to  see. 
Belated recogn ition o f th a t fa c t 
by the pa id propagandists m ay 
b rin g  surprised gasps fro m  the 
Stateside believers bu t not fro m  
those who were here.”

The A llie d  ru le rs  are not alone 
in p ro h ib it in g  lhe m in g ling  o f 
the soldiers w ith  the German 
people. A l l  oppressors have the 
same fear. The Nazi govern
ment, too, had the ru le  —  no 
fra te rn iz a tio n . “ The Germans 
had a n o -fra te rn iza tion  po licy in 
reverse. S trong penalties were 
imposed fo r  social re la tions be
tween Germans and fo re ign  w o rk 
ers. Yesterday, though, I  saw 
tw o German g ir ls ' g iv in g  th e ir  
addresses to  a French soldier, 
Andre, and u rg in g  h im  to  w rite . 
Andre  was from  Brest, p o lit ic a lly  
le ft ,  five years a prisoner'.”

Search the nev/spapers —  they 
w on 't te ll us th is . “ The gray- 
haired man and h is tw o  young 
daughters had been a w a itin g  our 
departure and an op p o rtu n ity  to 
reoccupy th e ir  homes. W ith  the 
older fe llo w  was a young man o f 
30. He (the  fo rm e r) said th a t he 
opposed the -Nazis. I  asked him  
whom  he supported. The com
m unists!

“ He took out tw o papers, o ff i
c ia l documents bearing  the seal 
o f the T h ird  Reich. One showed 
th a t he had been in the Dachau 
concentration camp fo r  three 
years, the second th a t he had 
spent an 'a dd itio na l three years in 
the Buchenwald concentration 
camp. F o r w ha t reason —  was 
he a leader o f the local com m un
is ts  ? No, he was s im p ly  a mem-» 
her. He was a p r in te r. A f te r  
H it le r ’s accession to  power he 
had p rin ted  and helped bo d is
tr ib u te  i'le g a l lite ra tu re  opposing 
the Nazi regim e. He was dis
covered. In  1919 he had support
ed Luxem bourg and L iebknecht.”

A . V.
New Y ork  C ity

m onths old bu t maybe some day 
she w ill have a nice figu re. W ill 
she have to  put he rse lf out to 
show in  order to be able to  eat? 
I could scream at the very- 
though t o f it. B ut then when I  
read The M ilita n t,  hope comes 
hack to me again.

T h is  le tte r  sounds as i f  I  am 
aga inst m odeling in  general. O f 
course not. In  “ our k ind  o f 
w o rld ,”  a socia lis t society, \Ve w il l  
have a rtis ts , too, and they w il l  
heed models. O nly th a t w i l l  be an 
e n tire ly  d iffe re n t s tory. Under 
th is  ro tte n  system on ly  the poor 
have to do i t  and i t  is  a lw ays 
c o n n e c t e d  w ith  degradation, 
n igh tc lub  li fe  and p ro s titu tio n .

L. K .
New Y ork

Vet's Problems
E d ito r:

Don’t  you th in k  th a t a few' 
up-to-date a rtic les  on po in ts  No. 3 
and 7 o f you r p rogram  pe rtine n t?  
I would lik e  to see you prod the 
U A W -C IO  in  p a rtic u la r, on the 
stand they took— I  th in k  a t the 
B u ffa lo  Convention— concerning a 
U A W -C IO  organ iza tion  o f ve t
erans outside o f the Am erican 
Le.-gion. The Am erican Legion is 
now m aking hay as the sun sjiines 
ar.d the silence o f the U A W -C IO  
is a id in g  th is  along.

I  rea lize the no -s trike  pledge 
and the Labor P a r ty  are po in ts  
No. 1 in the union movement. B u t 
who can doubt the im portance o f 
the place o f the veterans in the 
s trugg le  th a t is no t fa r  ahead? 
C iv ilians  are accorded second class 
c itizen r ig h ts  and the ve t is given 
tqv.bejyeve th a t he deserves No. 1 
place in  a ll w a lks o f life . U n 
fo rtu n a te ly  he is ta k in g  to  th is  
v iew po in t. The ve t m ust be won 
over to  the side o f Labor—-or 
else. There is you r fasc is t 
element.

Keep up the good w o rk  and 
best o f luck.

Just a Pfc.

O rder fro m  Pioneer Publishers

116 University Place, New "Sork 3. N. Y.

Models Degraded
E d ito r:

I  fe l t  ve ry  proud W'hen the 
le tte r  I  sent Grace Carlson was 
n rin ted  in  you r paner, th a t  you 
though t i t  w o rth  w h ile  re fe rr in g  
to. I  am enclosing another 
c lipp ing  fro m  the Post, an in te r 
view  w ith  a g ir l  who has to  w o rk  
as a nude model. I t ’s supposed to 
be fun ny , b u t i t  upset me.

I  rem em ber when I  once looked 
fo r  a w a itress job a t the W o rld ’s 
F a ir, an amusement place offered 
me a good sa la ry  fo r  “ doing 
no th ing .”  A ll I  had to  do was lie 
in  the grass nude— o r alm ost 
nude anyw ay, and people would 
pass by and look a t me.

I  d idn ’t  take the  job bu t worked 
bard  fo r  t ip s  as a w a itress. Some
tim es in  the rush, when the sweat 
was ru n n in g  down m y face and 
I  had no tim e  to  w ipe i t  o ff ,  I 
th o u g h t fo r  a m om ent o f the nice 
cooj grass where I  would ju s t 
have to lie  around doing no th ing  
and g e ttin g  pa id fo r  it. B u t who 
can do a th in g  like  th a t?  How 
fa r  down does a g i r l  have to  go 
f irs t ?

M aybe one gets “ used to  it  
a f te r  15 years”  like  the g ir l  said 
in the in te rv ie w . And th is  n ig h t
club re p o rte r is amused! The g ir l  
has an a r t is t  husband and a child. 
P robab ly she supports a ll three 
o f them. B u t th a t doesn’t  in te res t 
the repo rte r. N in e ty  cents an 
hou r! She worked seven hours 
th a t day fo r  $6.30. (Less, w ith  
taxes taken ou t o f it . )

M y daughter is now on ly 4 / 2

Contrast tn Mexico
E d ito r:

Recently I  v is ited  T iju an a , the 
M exican “ border to w n ”  thronged 
l-y Am erican to u ris ts  fo r  vice, 
gam bling , b u ll- fig h ts  and ba rga in 
hunting . Beyond the rows o f 
shops stocked w ith  lu xu rie s  fo r  
A m erican purchase, are the homes 
o f the M exican people, a few  
blocks o f bungalows fo r  the shop
keepers, and beyond them , shacks 
s trung  a long d ir t  roads, where 
the a g ric u ltu ra l w o rkers  live  in 
squalor.

Even in  T iju an a , fa r  fro m  the 
po litica l centers o f Mexico, where 
life 'e x is ts  on the p ro fits  o f A m e r
ican th rill-seeke rs , I found the 
w orkers fr ie n d ly  to the ideas o f 
socialism . They agreed w ith  me 
th a t Yankee im peria lism  is on ly 
pre tend ing frien dsh ip  foT M exico; 
th a t the M exican w orkers and 
A m erican w orkers m ust have 
th e ir  own governm ents to  insure 
la s tin g  peace.

B u t one th in g  w o rried  them, 
when I  said I  was a socia list. 
One w o rke r h a s tily  warned me, 
“ Socialism , yes! S ta lin , no !”

They had never heard i f  T ro t
skyism  u n t il I  expla ined the d i f 
ference.

R. J.
New Y ork

pass the notorious “ slave la bo r”  
act, which had been advocated by 
President Roosevelt in  several 
messages to  Congress.

Some o f the  local w orkers, in  
th e ir  fe a r o f unem ploym ent, have 
been anx ious ly  concerned over 
those w orkers who have come to 
th is  com m un ity  fo r  w o rk  d u rin g  
the period o f w a r jo b  expansion. 
They fee l th a t these w orlfbrs w i l l  
be a source o f com petition fo r  
jobs. T h is  fe a r has been played 
upon to  create a r i f t  in  the 
previous s o lid a r ity  o f the w o rk
ers. I t  has n o t been c le a rly  
pointed out th a t  no m a tte r where 
these unem ployed w orkers  arc, 
they w i l l  a ffe c t the  labo r m arke t. 
I t  is w e ll known th a t because the 
south has been a source o f  cheap 
labor, the te x tile  w orkers in  th is  
area have been hampered in  th e ir  
figh ts  to  obtain a decent wage.

The w orkers  are beg inn ing to 
rea lize more and more th a t the 
s trugg le  fo r  a s lid in g  scale o f 
hours, th a t is, a reduction in 
the hours o f w o rk  w ith  no reduc
tion  in  pay, is a s trugg le  which 
m ust become the s trugg le  o f a ll 
w orkers, fo r  the prom ise o f “ 60 
m illio n  jobs”  has taken its  place 
in the ashcan w ith  the  “ equa lity  
o f sacrifice”  program .

A  Reader
A llen tow n

The Baldheads
E d ito r:

pnclosed is a c lipp ing  fro m  the 
June 15 “ Spicer U n it  News,” -- o f 
Spicer U n it, Toledo Local 12, 
U A W -C IO . Perhaps th is  item  
copjd be used in  The M il ita n t  to 
Contrast the leniency o f the gov
ernm ent to  the Am algam ated 
Baldheads aga inst the  c lam ping 
down on proposed union conven
tions.

W hy would un ion delegates' 
“ clog up”  the na tio n ’s tra n sp o rta 
tion  system and deprive a soldier 
o r sa ilo r on fu r lo u g h  o f a seat 
any more than the “ Baldheads?”

H. B.
M ilwaukee

E d ito r ’s N o te : The c lipp ing  
sent by H. B. reports  tha t “ the 
Am algam ated B a l d h e a d s  o f 
A m erica held a good-sized con
vention in  P o rt A r th u r,  Texas. I t  
wduld appear, i n  sp ite  o f the ‘co
opera tion ’ policies advocated by 
R. J. Thomas (U A W  P res iden t), 
th a t the Am algam ated Baldheads 
have more drag w ith  the govern
m ent than he does. We also 
noticed where a church o rgan iza
tion  ordered its  branches to 
ignore the O.D.T. in  ho ld ing th e ir 
annual B ib le Conferences.

The item  concludes: “ W hy 
doesn’t  the I n l ’ l q u it asking 
‘perm ission’ and send out a con
vention ca ll?  O r perhaps the 
delegates could a ll shave th e ir 
domes and masquerade as ‘B a ld
heads’ .”

Youngstown CIO 
Supports Akron 
Rubber Strikers

Y O U N G S TO W N . O. —  The 
M ahoning County CIO In d u s tr ia 1 
Un ion Council here, a t its  las^ 
m eeting, J u ly  S, unan im ously 
passed a m otion to  send n sharp 
le tte r  o f p ro tes t to  the W UB fo r  
its  s trikebreakine- action in the 
A k ron  Rubber W orke rs  s trike . 
The council denounced the move- 
o f the W LB  to  tako away from  
the rubber w orkers the vacation 
and s h ift  d iffe re n tia l benefits 
they  had prev ious ly  won.

Fred D illa rd , m ilita n t grievance 
com m itteem an from  the Steel
w orkers ’ B rie r I l i l l  Local or 
Youngstown Sheet and Tube 
sta led, “ i f  they can get away 
w ith  th is  in  A k ron , they w ill do 
the same to us steel w orkers.”  
He also pointed ou t th a t the 
s trugg les o f the rubber workers 
were the s trugg les o f a ll workers 
and tha t G overnor Lausche, who 
had received the support o f labor 
and now had called on the selec
tive  service boards to d ra ft all 
s tr ik in g  rubber w orkers, should 
be condemned fo r  his s tr ik e 
breaking ac tiv itie s . He said he 
had supported Lausche fo r  gov
e rnor— but never again.

Shipka, another m il ita n t  dele
gate who b ro ug h t the question to 
the flo o r, stressed the need o f 
labo r u n ity . He stated th a t the 
lu bb e r w orkers were fig 'h ting  a 
ba ttle  fo r  a ll labor.

M any o ther delegates took the 
same stand and no t one opposed 
the f ig h t o f the rubber workers. 
Galusha, delegate fro m  Steel 
Local 1234, po in ted ou t th a t the 
rubber w orkers, du rin g  the L it t le  
Steel s trike , had sent thousands 
o f do lla rs  to he lp f ig h t the steel 
barons, as w e ll as other aid, and 
th a t  now the steel w orkers should 
assist the rubber w orkers  when 
they need help.

A t  th is  same m eeting, the CIO 
Council voted v ig o ro us ly  to op
pose peace-time conscrip tion. I t  
was pointed o u t th a t one purpose 
o f such conscrip tion is to regiment, 
w orkers in to  the a rm y  and then 
a ttem p t to  use them against 
w orkers on s trike .

Negro Machinists 
Resist Jim Crow

(Continued from page 1)

Allentown Layoffs
E d ito r:

Unem ploym ent o r jobs a t 
g re a tly  reduced earnings face the 
4800 employes o f ConsoKdated- 
Vultee, A llen to w n  d iv is ion . M any 
o f the w orkers  received as l i t t le  
as one hour’s notice th a t they 
were p u ttin g  in  th e ir  la s t day’s 
w ork.

The h is to ry  o f the p lan t is a 
s to rm y  one. Charges o f poor man 
agement were made in  Congress 
on A p r i l 1 o f th is  year. I t  was 
pointed ou t th a t $44,000,000 had 
been spent and on ly  tw o  planes 
had been b u ilt.

Consolidated - V u ltee  had ob
tained m any w orkers by- means 
o f the local W ar M anpower Com
m ission’s action in in it ia t in g  the 
“ A llen to w n  P lan,”  w h ich was 
disputed and fo u g h t v igorous ly  
by the te x tile  w orkers when i t  
was used in  New  Bedford. Th is 
p lan was p u t in to  e ffe c t by 
am bitious ad m in is tra to rs  o f the 
W M C  who were anxious to make 
use o f and assist the move to

A Rebuke
E d ito r:

In  The M ilita n t fo r  June 30 in  
the W orke rs ’ F orum  you p r in t  a 
le tte r  fro m  C. B. o f E ng lew ood,; 
Colorado, w here in  he im plies 
ra th e r s tro n g ly  th a t the SW P is 
re fo rm is t. You answered h im , not 
by exp la in ing  the ro le  o f sup
p o rtin g  certa in  re fo rm s in  o r
gan iz ing  the w orkers  and expos
ing  the fake rs , bu t by po in tin g  tc. 
yo u r prison record. As a rebuke 1 
can do no be tte r th a n  to  quote 
fro m  the Socia lis t Appeal, the 
same M id -M ay  supplem ent tha t 
the ve ry  same M ilita n t fo r  June 
30, I  m ention above, quoted from  
qu ite  fre e ly  on o ther subjects.

“ Comrade Jock Haston was 
m a in ly  responsible fo r  se ttin g  the 
h igh  p o lit ic a l standard o f the 
campaign. He m ercilessly squash
ed any a tte m p t a t popu la riz ing  
him  by re fe rr in g  to  the fa c t th a t 
he had been im prisoned la s t year 
under the  Trades D isputes Act. 
He prefaced his rem arks tha t 
such in tro du c tion  had been sin
g u la r ly  un fo rtuna te— th a t some of 
the labor fake rs  had also been 
im prisoned; th a t he hoped i t  did 
no t foreshadow th a t he, too 
would sell ou t the w orkers as 
they had done; w h a t was at 
issue was n o t the personalities o f 
thg th ree  candidates, b u t th e ir  
program s and th e ir  po lic ies.”

On the m a tte r o f ho ld ing  ou t 
illus ions to  the w orkers  by 

promises o f re fo rm s under ca p ita l
ism, here is another quotation

Lodge N um ber 751 have already 
gone on record in  fa v o r o f end
in g  a ll rac ia l d isc rim in a tio n  in  the 
M ach in is ts  U n ion ;

T H E R E F O R E , we the under
signed declare th a t th is  d is c r i
m ina tion  is gross ly  u n fa ir  and 
th a t th is  d isc rim in a tio n  under
mines the s treng th  o f organized 
labo r by d r iv in g  a wedge in  the 
w o rk in g  class to  the bene fit o f the 
em ployers, and

T H E R E F O R E , we the under
signed D E M A N D  th a t Lodge 
N um ber 751 and the Grand Lodge 
o f the In te rn a tio n a l Association 
o f M ach in is ts  im m ed ia te ly  g ra n t 
fu l l  un ion membership and r ig h ts  
to A L L  Boeing w orkers.

The P yram id  W orkers  A lliance  
was launched in the beginning o f 
M ay o f th is  year w ith  a m eeting 
a t w h ich 200 w orkers attended. 
T h is  m eeting was reported in  the 
M ay 12 issue o f The M ilita n t.

In  the in te rven ing  period the 
P yram id  W orkers A lliance  has 
centered its  a tten tion  on de fin ing  
its  p rogram  and tactics, re c ru it
in g  members, and consolida ting a 
leadership. The A lliance  has set 
up a ne go tia ting  com m ittee, 
w h ich had its  f i r s t  m eeting three 
weeks ago w ith  the head o f 
Lodge N um ber 751.

C A L L E D  B Y  U N IO N
The s ig n if ic a n t aspect o f th is  

conference was th a t i t  was called 
by the union o ffic ia ls , who are 
becoming no ticeably w orried  
about the development o f the 
N egro o rgan iza tion  and about 
the g ro w in g  movem ent among the 
w h ite  w orkers inside Lodge N um 
ber 751 fo r  g ra n tin g  fu l l  equa lity  
to  the Negroes and o ther pe r
secuted ra c ia l m ino ritie s .

A t  the  conference w ith  the ne
g o tia t in g  com m ittee the head o f 
Lodge N um ber 751 alte rna ted 
th rea ts  w ith  vague prom ises, but 
did no t indica te th a t a n y th in g  
concrete w ould be done to  take 
the Negro w orkers  in to  the union.

The conclusions drawn fro m  th e 
conference by the ne go tia tin g  
com m ittee and by the membership 
o f the  P yram id  W orkers  A lliance  
ns a whole was: “ We have them  
w o rried ! F u ll speed ahead w ith  
the bu ild in g  o f our o rgan iza tion  
and w ith  the u n fo ld in g  o f our 
f ig h t ! ”

from  the M id -M ay issue o f the 
Socia lis t A ppea l:

“ D r. Ja rm in , a prom inent 
S ta lin is t in  the tow n, asked 
Haston w h a t he knew about, and 
was prepared to  do about, the 
bad housing problem  and tu b e r
culosis problem  in th is  d ivision. 
The w orkers w a rm ly  appreciated 
Jock H aston ’s answer in which 
he stated th a t un like  the o ther 
candidates he prom ised no th ing  
under the  c a p ita lis t system. T ha t 
to  do sest would be d u p lic ity  o f 
the w o rs t k in d .”

M a ry  E. Ingerson 
Powers Lake, N . D.

C ur new readers, w ho leheart
ed y accepting The M il i ta n t  as 
th e ir  own paper, are se lling  sub
scrip tions in  ever-increasing 
numbers, eager to introduce th e ir  
frien ds  to the on ly  newspaper in 
th is  coun try  th a t te lls  the t r u th 1 
about labo r’s s trugg les fo r  a bet
te r w orld . B il l Crane, our agent 
i l l  M ilwaukee, reports an inc iden t:

“ Enclosed are tw o one-year 
subs. They were gotten by a 
leader in  a sm all but very m il i
tan t U A W  Local which has the 
best shop and wage conditions in 
the c ity  due to the several s trikes 
they have carried out. T h is  friend  
of ours was listed in the U A W  
Convention R eport as one o f those 
who voted against the no -s trike  
pledge and we contacted him  and 
sold him  a sub. He has already- 
sold one t r ia l sub and took our 
organ izer over to  see the pres i
dent o f the local and between the 
two they sold him  a sub.”

Grace F. Dey o f E lizabeth, 
N. J. sent in a subscrip tion fo r  
n fr ie n d  in  H ills ide , N . J.

A n anonymous fr ie n d  in Tac- 
cma, Wash, sent in  tw o  s ix-m onth  
subs fo r  friends  in Ray, N . Da
kota.

F. B. o f P o rt H uron, M ich, 
w rite s : “ Enclosed find 50 cents 
i?i stamps. Please send The M il i
tan t fo r  s ix  m onths to -------. Sev
era l years ago he was as a n t i
union as yrou could find, a r t ic u 
la te ly  so. Today he is cha irm an 
o f the ba rga in ing  com m ittee in  a 
U A W -C IO  union. T h is  f irs t  s te p - 
was taken as a resu lt o f h is e x -1 
periences in the shop. I  w ish j 
r.o fa c il ita te  his ne x t log ica l s te p 1 
by hav ing  h im  read The M ilita n t.” )

Grace Carlson reports  f r o m ! 
Rochester w h ile  on to u r:  “ An 
o ld tim e m ach in ist came to  the 
m eeting here la s t n igh t. He saw 
the m eeting advertised in  The 
M il ita n t which he has been buy
ing  from  a newsstand fo r  the 
past few  months. L a te ly  he has 
been buy ing  three or fo u r copies 
o f each issue to pass around to 
the men in his shon. He had 
grea t-p ra ise  fo r  The M ilita n t.  l ie  
was especially em phatic about 
saying tha t The M il ita n t  ‘ to ld  
the t r u th ’ and th a t o ther papers 
d idn ’t. ‘A nd ,’ he said, ‘workers 
have got to know what enemies 
are lined up aga inst them ’.”

W c quote in  fu l l  a re p o rt fro m  
L. S imms o f the C alum et Branch 
(Chicago- Loca l) ■ acknow ledging

the achievement o f three new 
branch members:

“ These subs were b rough t in  
by  our newest member, A . Land
ers, who has acquired a h igh  per
centage o f the to ta l num ber sent 
in by the Calum et Branch. When 
asked by comrades how he w ent 
about g e ttin g  these subs, he jo k 
in g ly  rep lied he ju s t ta lked  them  
to death. However, we know  
better.

“ I t  seems he is constantly  on 
the a le rt to spot the class-consci
ous o r people who express dissa
tis fa c tio n  about the present state 
o f w orld  a ffa irs  o r labor condi
tions, and he in s ta n tly  proceeds 
to po in t out in te res tin g  fea tures 
in The M il ita n t  to  them. A m az
in g ly , he finds these people on 
street corners, in  res tau ran ts , on 
the bus, in the shop and in the 
union, and m ost anywhere he 
happens to be. Comrade Landers 
stated th a t he had had on ly  tw o  
refusals. And fro m  a ll appear
ances he is bent on con tinu ing  a 
one-man sub cam paign.

“ O ur o ther tw o  new members 
also deserve recogn ition  fo r  th e ir  
e ffo rts . They are F. L yn n  and 
M. Spere'.

“ We are proud to acknowledge 
the a b ilitie s  o f these three go- 
gette rs. They are a tru e  in sp ira 
tion  to the m ovem ent.”

Vote Trotskyist!
In  the Coming  

New Y o rk  Elections

Among other important issues, 
the Socialist Workers Party 
Election Platform advocates:

T A X  TH E  RICH,
NOT TH E  POOR!

D u rin g  the w a r, B ig  Busi
ness has ro lled  up the most 
phenomenal p ro fits  in  a ll h is 
to ry . Y e t the  s tag ge ring  
burden o f ta xa tio n  to pay fo r ' 
the w a r has been placed on 
the backs o f the poor. Con
fiscate a ll w a r p ro fits ! A n  end 
to a ll taxes on incomes under 
$5,000 a yea r!

FIGHT FOR THIS PROGRAM:
1. F u ll em ploym ent and job security fo r  all 
workers and veterans!

A sliding scale of hours! Reduce the hours of woTk 
with no reduction in pay!

A rising scale of wages! Increase wages to meet the 
increased cost of living!

Operate all government-built plants under workers’ 
control!

2. Independence o f the trade unions fro m  
the governm ent!

Rescind the no-strike pledge!
Withdraw union representatives from the War Labor 

Board!

3. Organization o f the war veterans by tlie  
trade unions!

4 . F u ll equality fo r  Negroes and national 
m inorities! Down w ith Jim  Crow!

5. W ork ing  class political action!
Build the independent labor party!
Establish the workers’ and farmers’ government!

6. Tax  the rich , not the poor!
No taxes on incomes under $5,000 a year!

7. A w orking class answer to capitalist m ili
tarism !

Military training of workers, financed by the govern
ment, but under control of the trade unions!

Trade union wages for all workers in the armed forces!

8. Hands o ff  the European and colonial peo
ples!

Withdraw the Allied Occupation Troops from Europe! 
Solidarity with the revolutionary Struggles of the 

European and colonial peoples!

------------------- "  -----------------

Join The Socialist Workers Party!
S O C IA L IS T  W O R KERS P A R T Y  
116 U n iv e rs ity  Place 
New Y ork  3, New Y ork

I  would lik e :

To jo in  the S ocia lis t W orkers  P a rty , 

f j  To obtain fu r th e r  in fo rm a tio n  about you r organ ization.

Q  To attend m eetings and fo rum s o f the Socia list W o rk 
ers P a rty  in  m y c ity .

N a m e ....................................................................................................................
(Please P r in t)

A d d re s s ......................................................................................................

C i t y ....................................  Posta l Zone . . . .  S ta te ..........................



PAGE EIGHT T H E  M I L I T A N T SATURDAY, JULY 14, 1945

THE MILITANT
Published in the interests of the 

Working People

Vol. IX — No. 28 Saturday, July 14, 1945

PuftHsfted W ee Jc ly  b y  

TH E  M IL IT A N T  PUB LISHING  ASS’N  
at 116 University Place, New York 3, N . Y . 

Telephone: ALgonquin 4-8847 
FARRELL DOBBS, Managing Editor

T H E  M IL IT A N T  follows the policy of permit
ting its contributors to present their own views 
in signed articles. These views therefore do not 
necessarily represent the policies of TH E  M IL I
TA N T  which are expressed in its editorials.

Subscriptions:,$1.00 per year; 50c for 6 months. 
Foreign: $2.00 per year, $1.00 for 6 months. 
Bundle orders: 3 cents per copy in the United 
States; 4 cents per copy in all foreign countries. 
Single copies: 5 cents.

“Entered as second class matter March 7, 1944 
at the post office at New York, N. Y., under

the act of March 3, 1879.”

Only the world revo
lution (.an s a v e  the 
USSR for socialism. But 
the w o r l d  revolution 
carries with it  the ines
capable blotting out of 
the Krem lin oligarchy.

—  Leon Trotsky

Halt The Fascists!
The brazen moves of the native fascist, Gerald 

L. K. Smith, in Los Angeles, are an ominous sign 
of the times. During the war the native fascists 
scurried for cover — Big Business did not need 
them for the time being, depending on war-time 
regulations and regimentation to suppress the m ili
tancy of the labor movement and safeguard the 
biggest profits of all time. Now, even before the 
post-war world begins, Big Business is grooming 
native fascists.

As millions of veterans return from the battle
fields to find nothing but unemployment and a 
depression far worse than 1929— 1933, unrest w ill 
mount by leaps and bounds. Big Business plans to 
divert this unrest into fascist channels. Big Business 
hopes to snare the ruined small business men, the 
poverty-stricken white collar strata, and unem
ployed officers with the bait of fascist-like slogans. 
They aim to organize the veterans into fascist 
gangs and set them against the labor movement. 
Fascism in America is taking up the struggle where 
it  left o ff in 1941.

Gerald L. K. Smith, together with Coughlin, 
was active in the Ohio-Michigan area. His move 
into Los Angeles is another step in the strategy of 
American fascism to build a strong base in the 
outlying areas preparatory to concentrating on 
such a metropolitan area as New York. Both Mus
solini and H itler followed a similar strategy. Smith 
expects to find a fertile field in Los Angeles, long a 
notorious open-shop town and swarming with petty 
bourgeois movements such as “ Ham and Eggs.”  
Race hatred in Los Angeles, directed against Ne
groes, Jews, Japanese, Chinese and Mexicans is es
pecially virulent.

I t  would be a fatal mistake to dismiss dema
gogues like Smith as crackpots incapable of becom
ing a serious menace to the labor movement in 
America. This fatal mistake was made by heads 
of the labor movement in Ita ly  and Germany. 
They laughed at Mussolini and Hitler, but H itler 
and Mussolini took advantage of this light-minded 
attitude to build their forces all the more easily 
and’ rapidly. Eventually these labor leaders paid 
fo r their stupidity in the fascist concentration 
camps. Many of them lost their lives. The rank 
and file  of the labor movement paid still more 
heavily with the crushing of their organizations.

No matter how ridiculous, illogical and fantastic 
Smith’s demagogy may appear, he can build a 
dangerous movement unless the workers begin in 
time to stop him. Only m ilitant counter-action can 
nip American fascism in the bud.

Wherever Smith and his ilk  appear, anti-fascist 
workers must sound the alarm with powerful picket 
lines. Defense guards must be organized in time 
to stop American reaction in its tracks!

True To Form
Latest recruiting sergeant for Wall Street’s per

manent conscription plan is the Stalinist D aily  
Worker. In a July 7 editorial the Stalinists come 
out brazenly for "m ilita ry  preparedness” and the 
use of "force”  to carry out the decisions o f the 
imperialist-dominated United Nations Security 
Council. The Stalinists even call for a supply of 
"occupation forces.”  Such imperialist organs as 
The New York Times have admitted that the oc
cupation forces are intended to put down socialist 
revolutions wherever they may arise.

The fu ll perfidy of Stalinist support of perman
ent conscription is revealed in the D aily  Worker’s 
admission that "among those who are pushing for 
quick action are people who want to make our 
nation follow a predatory, rapacious imperialist 
course. They hope to see the trainees used against 
the Soviet Union, against the colonial peoples of 
the Far East and against liberated peoples of Eu
rope. They would like to have them for use against 
labor and other popular movements at home.” 
The D aily Worker queasily lim its this reactionary 
perspective to only some o f the backers of per
manent conscription. But this is the perspective of 
a ll the militarists and Big Business representatives

who demand that Congress pass this anti-labor 
legislation.

The Stalinist editorial makes a few criticisms 
of the proposed permanent conscription. It is pain
fu lly  apparent, however, that these criticisms are 
nothing but a half-hearted attempt to cook up 
a face-saving formula for their counter-revolution
ary support of its basic principle. Thus they say 
labor should be "represented in its administra
tion,” and they ask for “ fu ll equality of status and 
treatment of Negroes.”  But the fight against con
scription is part of the fight against Jim Crow!

In supporting permanent conscription, the Stal
inists act as traitors to the Soviet Union. The vast 
armies Wall Street wants in the postwar years are 
aimed squarely against the firs t workers’ state. 
Degenerated though this state may be, i t  is the 
duty of every class-conscious worker to defend its 
progressive side. An integral part of this defense 
is opposition to W all Street and exposure of its 
imperialist aim to crush the USSR. Thus once 
again the Stalinists are revealed as saboteurs of 
the defense o f the Soviet Union —  the Trotsky
ists as its only genuine, consistent defenders.

W ithin the United States, tabor has taken a 
stand against permanent conscription. Both the 
AFL and the CIO argued against it  in the hear
ings held before the House M ilita ry  Policy Com
mittee. Only strikebreakers like Daniel J. Tobin 
and the Stalinists have seen f i t  to speak up in 
support of W all Street on this issue.

Withdraw The Troops!
In the workers’ demonstration at M ilan which 

called among other things for an end to capital
ism, American tanks were ordered out and guns 
were levelled. Fortunately for the Italian workers 
no shots were fired. But the counter-revolutionary 
intent of the order is clearly apparent.

The single command of an Allied officer could 
have dyed the streets of M ilan with workers’ blood. 
Thus the incident bore the character of a rehearsal. 
A rehearsal by the Milan workers for the approach
ing socialist revolution. A rehearsal by Allied 
troops for a reign of terror and blood-letting.

Yet the workers of M ilan are not fascists against 
whom the war was allegedly conducted. They are 
anti-fascists who overthrew the fascist regime, 
drove out the Nazi conquerors and dispensed sum
mary justice to Mussolini and his cohorts. Suffer
ing now from a deepening economic crisis that 
brings near famine and untold suffering, they are 
seeking the road to socialism. Their ranks are now 
forming for a struggle in the pattern set by the 
Evolutionary Russian workers in 1917.

The only reason Washington and London keep 
Allied troops in Ita ly  is to suppress this rising 
revolution. Allied imperialism bolsters monarch
ical reaction in Ita ly  and keeps its puppet cabinet 
in power against the w ill of the Italian people.

American labor has every reason to demand 
the withdrawal of Allied troops from Italy. A suc
cessful revolution in Ita ly  would immediately 
weaken Wall Street’s imperialist grip on Europe 
and thereby greatly strengthen the labor move
ment here at home. A successful revolution in Ita ly 
would rapidly spread throughout Europe, bring
ing to a swift end capitalist anarchy with its end
less depressions and bloody wars. A Socialist Unit
ed States of Europe would arouse the workers and 
colonial peoples of the entire world, inspiring them 
to establish socialism on a world scale. The quar
tering of Allied troops in Italy, as in other coun
tries, is thus an issue of burning importance to 
the American working class.

Hands o ff the Italian revolution! Let the Italian 
people decide their own fate! W ithdraw the Allied 
troops!

Truth About Germany
The truth about the resistance inside Germany 

to the Nazi regime is filtering into the news de
spite the continued attempts of Allied propagand
ists to smear the German people as a whole with 
"g u ilt”  fo r the crimes of Nazism.

Official Nazi records seized in the files of the 
Gestapo reveal an enormous and constantly mount
ing number of arrests during the war for crimes 
ranging from “ high treason”  to violating the 
“ broadcasting laws,”  that is, listening to foreign 
broadcasts. H ighly informative figures on these 
arrests were published in the A pril 27 British 
Tribune.

In the firs t half of 1944, for instance, arrests 
averaged 2,000 a day before the great wave of 
mass arrests following July 20. The total figure is 
310,000 arrests in the "Greater Reich.”  The biggest 
single item by far is arrests for "labor evasions 
and slowdowns.”  Other categories include political 
and religious opposition, spreading of defeatist 
rumors, forbidden personal relations with prison
ers of war and offenses against wartime economic 
regulations.

While many nationalities were included in these 
arrests, the Tribune concludes conservatively that 
outside of the labor slowdowns, the “ bulk of the 
other offenses mentioned must, by their very na
ture, refer to Germans. The conclusion that by 
the middle of last year the Gestapo was arresting 
up to 1,000 Germans a day, and that the figure 
has since risen, seems fu lly  justified. . .”

The Allied slanderers continue to harp on the 
theme that the m ajority of the German people 
must be held accountable for doing nothing about 
the atrocities in the concentration camps. But the 
Gestapo files show that the workers and poor-peo
ple did do everything in their power to fight the 
Nazi regime. They were the principal victims. In 
the coming days they w ill prove once again not 
only their opposition to fascism, whose horrors 
they know from personal experience, but they w ill 
likewise prove that they know it is capitalism 
which breeds fascism. They w ill destroy fascism in 
its roots by sweeping rotten capitalism into the 
garbage dump of history, and establish workers’ 
power in the heart of Europe.

i(But why can’ t /  take F iji?  The soldiers don’t need a ll the room  —  and 
besides, they’re trained to m arch.”

( Read about the cartoon.contest — Page 7)

Tax “ Relief” Bill Gives 
Billions to Corporations

Congress has been too busy p ro v id in g  “ re l ie f  fo r  
the greedy”  even to  consider proposals fo r  jobs and 
unem ploym ent insurance fo r  unem ployed w orkers.

On J u ly  6, the House rammed th rough  by a vote o f 
246 to  91 the “ Q uick R e lie f”  Tax B il l fo r  the  w a r p ro 
fiteers, “ designed to  im prove the cash position o f 
business and in d u s try  by an estim ated $5,50.0,000,000,”  
reported the N. Y . T im es, J u ly  7.

I t  seems the corpora tions can’t  w a it u n t il the end 
o f the w ar, as the law  provides, to  get th e ir  m itts  on 
the b illion s  o f do lla rs o f  excess p ro fits  ta x  rebates, 
am ounting  to  10 per cent o f the to ta l pa id d u rin g  the 
war.

The b i l l  passed by the  House amends the ta x  law  
to  p e rm it an im m edia te “ rea d jus tm en t”  w h ich in  
e ffec t w i l l  reduce corpora tion  excess p ro fits  taxes fo r  
1944 and 1945 by  $1,600,000,000. T ha t's  some %vindfall 
fo r  the m ost p ro fita b le  years in  corpora tion  h is to ry .

The b i l l  also provides increased p ro fits  ta x  ex
em ptions fo r  1946, w h ich w i l l  add an estim ated $160, 
000,000 to  corpora tion  cash reserves n e x t year. Th is 
is done by ra is in g  the  excess p ro fits  ta x  exem ption 
fro m  $10,000 to  $25,000.

The b ill advances the  m a tu r ity  dates o f post-w ar 
bonds to nex t January  1, enab ling the corpora tions to  
cash in  th e ir  bonds a t fu l l  m a tu r ity  value to the 
am ount o f $1,300,000,000. The w o rke r who has w a r 
bonds m ust w a it u n til the o r ig in a l m a tu r ity  date 
before he can co llect the fu l l  am ount due.

A n o th e r $1,000,000,000 is provided th rou gh  the 
speed-up o f carry -back  re funds to  o ffs e t post-w ar 
losses o f p ro fits  below “ no rm a l.”  T h is  “ re l ie f”  fo r  
an tic ipa ted post-w ar p ro fits  losses w i l l  come fro m  1945 
and 1946 taxes, as w e ll as re funds d u rin g  1946 and 
1947. The paym ents were o r ig in a lly  due between 
1947 and 1950.

S t il l another b ig  bow l o f  g ra v y  is provided in  
speedier tax  am o rtiza tio n  o f go ve rn m en t-bu ilt p lants. 
A d d itio n a l am ortiza tion , th rou gh  tax  re funds in  1945 
and 1946, w i l l  am ount to $1,700,000,000.

A lth o u g h  cu rre n t corpora tion  assets are $98,000,- 
000,000, double the 1939 figu re , th is  g i f t  to  the w a r- 
enriched corpora tions is be ing made w ith  the excuse 
o f p ro v id in g  “ ready cash”  fo r  “ reconversion.”

Holland
L iv in g  conditions in  Holland 

have no t im proved w ith  the v ic 
to ry  o f the A llie s . Instead, they 
have worsened. D iscontent among 
the w orkers is s teadily m ounting.

In  R otterdam  hundreds o f dock 
w orkers are ou t on s trike , accord
ing  to a J u ly  2 U n ited  Press d is
patch. They demand a s ix-hour 
day, free  shoes’ and w o rk  clothes 
and a wage increase. These w o rk  
ers belong to  the  “ U n ity  Trade 
Union,”  an organ iza tion  recogniz
ed ne ithe r by the bosses nor the 
m il ita ry  au thorities.

Canadian soldiers were forced 
to take the place o f the s tr ike rs , 
While the reactionary  o ffic ia ls  o f 
the recognized trade unions jo in 
ed the m il ita ry  au tho ritie s  in  th e ir 
s tr ike -b rea k ing  action by appeal
in g  to the s tr ike rs  to  “ re tu rn  to 
w ork .”

Belgium
A  “ wave o f s tr ike s ”  is “ now 

sweeping over the coun try ,”  re 
ports the In te rn a tio n a l Federa
tion  -of Trade Unions. “ In  the 
coa l-m in ing industries o f the 
Borinage and La  Louviere d is
t r ic t  about n ine-tenths, in  Charle
ro i and Liege about one-half o f 
the w orkers are out on s tr ik e .”

The members o f the cabinet, 
charged w ith  c a rry in g  ou t A llie d  
policies in Belg ium , are alarmed 
over the s itua tion , says the 1FTU. 
Van Acker, the “ S oc ia lis t”  P rim e 
M in is te r, declared in  a ,recent 
broadcast: “ I  am no t a man
prone to exaggerate o r to d ra 
m atize events. Y e t in  v iew  o f 
the s itua tion  in  which the country 
stands I  do not hesitate to say 
lh a t  the present hour is grave, 
indeed very  grave.”

This venal servant o f B ig  B usi
ness is concerned w ith  m a in ta in 
in g  cap ita lism . To achieve th is  
end no means is too undem ocratic 
or reactionary fro m  the view  o f 
the Van A cker cabinet. Thus a ll 
s trikes  have been banned as “ i l 
lega l.”  S tr ike  “ au thors”  can be 
sent to  prison. In  industries of 
“ v ita l”  necessity, “ c iv il m ob iliza
t io n ”  is  imposed. Com pulsory 
re g is tra tio n  has been in s titu ted  
fo r  the acceptance and change of 
jobs.

Britain
Class-conscious workers a r e  

p lacing a b ig  question m ark over 
the purpose o f the Polish A rm y  
in England. T h is  a rm y already 
contains 150,000 men and plans 
are a foot to expand i t  to  300,000 
—  comparable in size to the p re
w a r stand ing a rm y  o f the U n ited 
States. The Polish em igre gov
ernm ent, toge ther w ith  the Polish 
arm y, are costing the B r it is h  im 
p e ria lis t governm ent about $80,- 
000,000 a year.

The em igres in th is  arm y, com
ing la rg e ly  fro m  the Polish land
lords, cap ita lis ts , and th e ir  sup
porters, are b it te r ly  an ti-com m un
is t. T h e ir open expressions o f 
ha tred fo r  the Soviet U n ion are 
notorious. T h is  hatred explains 
im p e ria lis t B r ita in ’s in te res t in  
m a in ta in in g  these troops. A ccord
ing  to an IN S  dispatch o f Ju ly  
3, “ Government lqaders in  B r i t 
a in— both w ith  the p a r ty  in  pow
er and in  the opposition —  un 
derstand fu l ly  w hy the  Polish 
a rm y w il l  p robab ly be long m a in 

tained as a so rt o f ‘ fo re ign  leg ion ’ 
o f the B r it is h  arm y, bu t i t  would 
be d if f ic u lt  fo r  a fra n k  statem ent 
on th is  question to  be g iven in 
the House o f Commons.”

The IN S  correspondent exp la ins 
th a t the B r it is h  navy and a irfo rce  
“ is now adequate fo r  European 
and M editerranean needs against 
any possible coa lition  in  these 
te rr ito r ie s , bu t the a rm y  is weak 
in num erica l s treng th  and is go 
m g to  become progressive ly  
weaker.”

In  the co ip ing armed con flic ts  
d u rin g  the so-calied “ peacetime, 
B r ita in  expects to  Use m ercenar
ies to  p u t down w o rk in g  class 
revo lu tions. “ The existence o f an 
em bitte red professional a rm y o f 
Poles, ready fo r  action a t any 
tim e,”  continues IN S , “ is a d m it
ted ly  a welcome a u x ilia ry  to  the 
B r it is h  land forces. No one in 
the B r it is h  Governm ent today 
w ill discuss the position  o f E ng
land in the possible event o f 
France, Spain, and I ta ly  becom
in g  Com m unist, bu t i t  is  conceded 
p riv a te ly  th a t dem ocratic B r ita in  
would then be. as iso lated fro m  
the con tinent as she has du rin g  
the la s t fo u r  years.”

France
The perfid ious ro le  o f the S ta l

in is ts  in France was g la r in g ly  
revealed when the ten th  Congress 
o f the French “ C om m unist”  P a rty  
removed fro m  its  agenda the ques
tio n  o f com batting  r is in g  a n ti- 
Sem itism . T h is was reported in 
a special Paris d ispatch to  the 
N. Y . Jew ish M orn ing  Journa l on 
J u ly  2.

The g ro w th  o f hatred, fo r  the 
Jews in Franee is an ominous 
sign, po in ting  to the rise o f a 
native fascism  fa r  worse than 
a n y th in g ’ ye t seen in  h is to ry. 
E ve ry  class-conscious w o rke r un-

QUESTION BOX
Q : Is  there, much ch ild  labor 

in the U n ited States today?
A : There are approx im ate ly

3.000. 000 ch ild ren  under 17 years 
o f age w ork ing . A bout 1,000,000
o f these hold fu ll- t im e  jobs.

*  *  *

Q: What, constitutes Centra l
A m erica and is the standard o f 
liv in g  ve ry  low?

A : Centra l Am erica  is  com
posed o f five repub lics: Guata- 
mala, Salvador, N icaragua , Hon
duras and Costa Rica. These 
countries cover approx im ate ly  
185,903 square m iles w ith  about
5.000. 000 people. The p lig h t o f 
the peoples can be judged fro m  
the fa c t th a t the net per capita 
income ranges fro m  $23 a year in 
N icaragua to $114 in  Costa Rica.

*  *  *

Q : How  much more surplus
w ar p rope rty  is there as a resu lt 
o f th is  w ar than there was a fte r 
the last war?

A : T w en ty  tim es more. A l 
though $265,000,000 w o rth  o f 
goods and fa c ilit ie s  have been 
disposed o f up to  M arch 1945, i t  
is  estim ated th a t by  the end o f 
the w a r w ith  Japan there w i l l  be 
over $100 b illion s  w o rth  o f such 
inven to ry . There was on ly  $5 to ’ 
$6 b illion s  le f t  over fro m  W orld  
W a r I.

derstands i t  is his d u ty  to  combat 
th is  m a lign an t sym ptom  w ith  a ll 
his energy.

The S ta lin is ts , however, hold 
posts in  the de Gaulle governm ent 
which fosters an ti-S em itism . B i- 
lou, president o f the S ta lin is t Con 
gress, who is also m in is te r o f pub
lic  health, insisted tha t th is  b u rn 
in g  question be s tru ck  o f f  the 
agenda and considered on ly  in  
secret session o f the Executive 
Com m ittee o f the pa rty .

A  num ber o f delegates pro test
ed, b u t p ro tests were a rb it ra r ily  
over-ru led. The S ta lin is t leaders 
do no t w ish  to  “ em barrass”  th e ir  
representatives in  pub lic  office. 
Had the Congress decided to f ig h t 
an ti-S em itism , S ta lin is ts  support
in g  de Gaulle would have to  use 
th e ir  power o f office in  the f ig h t  
o r reveal th a t they  themselves 
are among those who fo s te r Jew- 
ba iting .

Soldiers Shipped to Coast 
In Vermin-Ridden Coaches

Palestine
One o f the excuses o ffe red  by 

B r it is h  cap ita lis ts  fo r  con tinu ing 
th e ir  im p e ria lis t dom ination over 
Palestine is the- alleged need to 
safeguard the  Jews and A rabs 
fro m  a tta ck in g  each other. The 
hypocrisy  o f th is  “ reason”  has 
been revealed again and again, 
fo r  the B r it is h  do not hesitate to 
shoot A rabs and Jews when B r it  
a in ’s im p e ria lis t in te rests are 
threatened.

The w orkers o f both Jew ish and 
A rab ic  o rig in , however, have 
pow erfu l common in te rests which 
draw  them  together. A t  Ja ffa , 
lecen tly , a t a conference o f the 
A ra b  Socia lis t U nion, the deleg
ates emphasized the necessity fo r  
s o lid a r ity  between A rab  and Jew 
ish workers.

The conference issued a m an i
festo  dem anding th a t “ fascism  be 
uprooted fro m  am ong the A rab 
masses and th e ir  leaders who 
hide the in te rests o f the A rab 
w orkers under the mask o f na
tio n a lis tic  slogans.”

The m anifesto declared tha t, i f  
Palestine were p ro pe rly  develop
ed there  would be room fo r  both 
A rabs and Jews and th a t a Jew
ish N a tiona l Homeland could be 
b u ilt  in  cooperation w ith  the 
A ra b  w orkers on the basis o f 
equa lity .

India
Im p o rta n t figures, revea ling  

the g ro w th  o f the trade unions 
in  Ind ia  du ring  the w ar, have 
been released by the Ind ian  Fed
era tion o f Labor.

D u rin g  1944, the num ber o f a f 
filia ted  o rgan iza tions leaped 
from  30 to 222. M em bership in 
creased from  46,388 to  407,773. 
The in d u s tria l areas o f Ind ia , 
which were g re a tly  expanded 
d u rin g  the war, provide the heav
iest concentration o f members. 
M ore than tw o -th ird s  come fro m  
the provinces o f Bengal, B ihar, 
and Punjab.

A na lys is  by industries reveals 
a h ig h ly  s ig n ifica n t s h ift  in  the 
economy o f Ind ia . A t  one tim e  
tex tile s  was by fa r  the m ost im 
p o rta n t in du s try . Now  i t  rates 
th ird . T ransp o rt and m etals are
fa r  in the lead. T h is  is indicated 
by the fo llo w in g  figu res:

Unions M em ’shio
T ransp o rt 45 138,399
M eta ls 38 101,836
T extiles  22 60,196

“ N o th in g  w i l l  be too good fo r  ou r heroes,”  the  
ca p ita lis t propagandists prom ised when the soldiers 
were hauled o f f  to  w ar.

B u t A m erican troops being tra n s fe rre d  fro m  Europe 
to the P ac ific  w a r the a te r are be ing  forced to  ride  
cross cou n try  in  ve rm in -in fested , to ile t-c logged  day 
coaches fo r  ne a rly  a week, w h ile  business men who 
can a ffo rd  to rid e  pu llm ans ge t the benefit o f clean, 
uncrowded sleepers.

T h is  s itu a tio n  was b ro ug h t to  l ig h t  when 600 com bat 
soldiers Jgst week Cpmplained to  a u tho ritie s  a t Camp 
Beale, C a lifo rn ia , th a t they  had been forced to ride  
s ix  days and five  n ig h ts  packed in  e ig h t coaches 
fo rm e rly  used fo r  Boston-New Y o rk  commuters.

W a te r ra n  out. They could no t wash, bathe o r 
shave. P lum b ing  fa c il it ie s  clogged and became un 
usable. V erm in  in fested the seats. M eanwhile, the 
men observed long s tr in g s  o f em pty  pu llm ans go ing  
east.

A  W ar D epartm ent s ta tem ent answered the com
p la in t w ith , “ The A rm y  does no t con tro l the ra ils .”  
The A rm y  can “ seize”  p lan ts  to  break s trikes, b u t i t  
can’t  in te rfe re  w ith  the  com forts  o f t ra v e lin g  business 
men and P u llm an Co. p ro fits .

Auto Industry Reserves 
Provides 15 Years’ Profits

D u rin g  the w a r the g ia n t au tom otive  corpora tions 
have been able to  sa lt aw ay su ffic ie n t “ reserves”  ou t 
o f p ro fits , adm itted  and hidden, to  pay out “ no rm a l”  
p re -w a r dividends fo r  years a l te r  the w a r even i f  the 
p lan ts  operate fa r  below capacity.

A  recent survey o f the  CIO  U n ited  A utom obile  
W orkers Research D epartm ent, covering 29 auto and 
pa rts  companies, shows th a t p ro fits  leaped fro m  an 
annual average o f $330,512,328 in 1936-39 to  $727,- 
386,001 in  1941-44, a fte r  taxes.

Even a f te r  deduction o f a ll taxes, w ith  the in 
clusion o f so-called contingency reserves, the average 
annual net p ro fits  d u rin g  the w a r years to ta led  $299,- 
484,737 as compared to  the  p re -w a r average o f 
$248,338,350.

The “ B ig  Three,”  General M otors, Ford  and 
C hrys ler, made such huge p ro fits  before the w a r th a t 
th e ir  percentages o f w a r p ro fits  increases do no t 
appear as la rge  as some o f the  sm alle r firm s. N ever
theless, General M otors increased its  gross p ro fits  
fro m  $244,779,268 in 1036-39 to  $395,194,321. C hrys le r 
showed an annual average increase o f 38.5 percent.

“ D u rin g  the  fo u r ' w a rtim e  years,”  says the U A W  
survey, “ General M otors and C h rys le r salted aw ay 
$119,276,758 in  pos tw ar and contingency reserves, 
$76,051,805 fo r  GM and $43,224,953 fo r  C hrys le r.”

I t  was recen tly  po in ted ou t by U A W  o ffic ia ls  in  a 
conference w ith  Economic S tab iliza tion  D ire c to r W il
liam  H. Davis th a t on the  basis o f co rpora tion  reserves 
wages could be increased trem endously w ith o u t in 
creasing auto prices. The auto companies have 
demanded b ig  price increases before agree ing to  
reconversion.

U A W  V ice-P residen t W a lte r R euther po in ted out, 
fo r  instance, th a t  “ autom obile corpora tions are p re 
sented w ith  a governm ent guarantee th a t  the y  can 
operate p ro fita b ly  a t 60 per cent capacity w ith  h igh e r 
prices and frozen  wages.”

W ith  th e ir  accum ulated w a r p ro fits  and reserves, 
b illions  in  p ro fits  ta x  rebates, guaranteed T reasu ry  
re funds to  make up fo r  postw ar losses, etc., “ in  case 
o f need the ty p ic a l Am erican corpora tion  is pro tected 
aga inst reconversion loss to  the exten t o f 15 years o f 
norm al ne t income,”  said Reuther.

U nde r these circum stances, the auto corpora tions 
are no t eager to  keep th e ir  p lan ts  ru n n in g  a t capacity. 
They plan to d rive  down wages, create a “ su rp lus”  
a rm y  o f unemployed, boost prices and s t i l l  clean up 
huge p ro fits .


