
Atomic Bombs Imperil Existence Of Humanity
New Imperialist 
Weapon Razes 
An Entire City
Wall Street Militarists Unleash Explosive 
Reaching Ultimate Depth of Frightfulness

By L I FU-JEIS
Barbarous capitalism, which fo r six years has 

in flicted  upon the world the horrors and cruelties of 
war on a scale h itherto  unknown, this week present
ed to m ankind its new est and most deadly instrum ent 
o f destruction —  the A T O M IC  BOMB.

The most closely-guarded secret o f the universe, 
which scientists o f many countries labored fo r  de
cades to uncover and harness to the peaceful p u r
poses o f social development, has been dragged to the 
light by the bloodstained rulers o f capitalist society
and harnessed to the fo u l purposes of im peria lis t

®-----------------------------------------------------------war.
Scientists describe the epoch- 

m ak ing  discovery as hera ld ing  
“ the age o f atom ic energy.”  The 
vast, long-hidden energy th a t 
lies w ith in  the atom has a t long 
la s t been unlocked, no t in  order 
th a t its  un lim ite d  power m ay be 
applied to easing and enrich ing 
the  lives o f human kind, bu t in 
order to  s n u ff them  out.

“ R A IN  OF R U IN ”
In  revea ling  the g re a t scientific  

discovery, and announcing th a t i t  
had already been used to  w ipe 
ou t the Japanese c ity  o f H iro 
shim a, President T rum an on Aug. 
6 announced to the Japanese peo
ple th a t they now faced “ a ra in  
o f ru in  fro m  the a ir  the lik e  of 
which has never been seen on th is  
ea rth .”

This h igh  spokesman o f A m er 
ican im p e ria lism  w ent on to  say 
th a t the atom ic bomb represented 
the “ harnessing o f the basic 
power o f the universe... the force 
fro m  w h ich the sun draws its  
pow er.”  A  single bomb, w e igh
in g  a mere 1,200 pounds, has more 
destructive  pow er th a t 20,000 tons 
o f T N T  and m ore than 2,000 
tim es the b last power o f the B r i t 
ish  “ G rand S lam ”  bomb used to 
destroy Germany.

In to  the w o rk  o f un lock ing  the 
secret o f the atom  and harness
in g  its  force to the deadly p u r
poses o f im p e r ia lis t w a r w ent 
$2,000,000,000 o f A m erican money 
alone. The B r it is h  im peria lis ts , 
who collaborated, expended addi
tio n a l funds. F o r fo u r years a 
to ta l o f 135,000 men and women 
labored on the immense p ro jec t 
in  th is  country. The scientific  
fa c ilit ie s  o f the greatest un ive r
s ities in England and the U n ited  
States were d ra fte d  fo r  the job. 
The best bra ins in  the scientific  
w o rld  were devoted to  it .

A  V A S T  PROJECT
The g re a t ca p ita lis t corpora

tions pa rtic ipa ted , w ith  th a t in 
fam ous “ M erchant o f Death,”  the 
duPont chemical tru s t, p ro m in 
e n tly  to the fore. Three huge 
p lan ts  fo r  production o f the atom 
ic  bomb were b u ilt. Two are 
located a t the C lin ton  E ng ineer 
W orks, on a governm ent reserv
a tion  o f 59,000 acres, 18 m iles 
west o f K noxv ille , Tennessee. A t  
th is  s ite  a whole new c ity , Oak 
R idge, was created to accommo
date the people w o rk in g  on the 
p ro ject. A  th ird  p la n t is the H an
fo rd  E ng ineer W orks on a gov
ernm ent reservation o f 430,000 
acres in an isolated area 15 m iles 
no rthw est o f Pasco, W ashington. 
Here, too, a whole new c ity  — 
R ich land —  was created.

W ith  a ll th is  vas t expenditure 
o f human labor and w ealth  the 
a tom ic bomb was made and pro-
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duction on a vast scale is con tin 
u ing  w ith  a labo r force o f 179,- 
<100 men and women. W hat h o r
ro rs  does th is  newest weapon 
of death and destruction promise 
to an a lready ho rro r-ridden  
w o rld ! Here are some descrip
tive  reports :

A ccord ing to  a B r it is h  M in is try  
o f A ir c ra f t  representative in 
London: “ Dropped on a town,
one bomb would be equiva lent to 
a severe earthquake and would 
u tte r ly  destroy the place.”

A ccord ing to a U n ited  Press 
dispatch fro m  Pearl H a rbo r: “ The 
present bomb was understood to 
have the power to b lind  persons 
w ith in  a five-m ile  rad ius and to 
k i l l  V. ith in  fo u r m iles. The sear
ing  b last was said to fuse the 
earth , re s u lt in g  in  a s ilica -like  
fo rm a tio n .”

A  S E A R IN G  B L A S T
This, then, is the fiendish wea

pon which the ru le rs  o f our de 
caying ca p ita lis t society have 
devised fo r  the more complete 
and e ffic ien t destruction o f m an
k ind. I t  is the supremest irony , 
as i t  is the greatest tragedy, th a t 
the m ost wondrous discovery in 
a ll human h is to ry  should be cap
able o f  u t il iz a t io n  only, as a 
means o f dec im ating  m ankind 
and a ll his works.

The atom ic bomb is to  be dev
eloped and “ perfected.”  T rum an 
made th a t clear. E qua lly  c lear 
was his s tatem ent th a t i t  w il l be 
years before atom ic energy can 
be employed “ com m ercia lly .”  I t  
could be used to  drive  g rea t ships 
across the oceans, to power r a i l 
road tra ins , fu rn ish  lig h t. Coal
m in ing  and o ther hazardous oc
cupations could be to ta lly  e lim 
inated. Undream ed-of ease and 
p ro spe rity  would be w ith in  hu
man grasp.

B u t th is  is no t to be. Trum an 
docs not in tend to pu t the coal 
owners out o f business, nor the 
e lectric power in terests. So the 
u tiliz a tio n  o f atom ic energy is to 
be contro lled and t ig h t ly  mono
polized in  the hands o f the  r u l
in g  class, used on ly  fo r  destruc
tion .

O N LY  FOR D E S TR U C TIO N
In  the disclosure o f the produc

tio n  and f irs t  use o f the atom ic 
bomb, m ankind has been served 
a fina l g r im  w a rn in g . The cap i
ta lis t barbarians have in  th e ir  
hands the m ost fe a r fu l in s tru 
m ent o f destruction  the m ind o f 
man ever conceived. They in tend 
to use it .  Unless m ankind rises 
up to destroy cap ita lism , capi
ta lism  w i l l  ex tirp a te  m ankind.

The spokesmen o f cap ita lism  
are themselves nervous and fe a r
fu l over the new discovery, fo r

(Continued on page 3)

Bell Militants Push Fight 
For Genuine Labor Party

City of 344,000 
Obliterated By 
Fiendish Bomb

On July 25, an ultimatum 
was issued to Japan, signed by 
Truman, Churchill and Chiang 
Kai-shek, threatening “ utter 
devastation of the Japanese 
homeland” unless the Japanese 
government surrendered com
pletely and unconditionally to 
the Allies. On August 6, the A l
lied imperialists started to make 
good their monstrous, maniacal 
threat, when an atomic bomb, 
the deadliest weapon ever con
ceived, was dropped on the city 
of Hiroshima.

“ A n  im penetrable cloud o f dust 
and smoke”  smothered the c ity , 
b lack ing  ou t the fa te  o f men, w o
men and ch ild ren in  a com m unity  
w h ich presum ably was w iped fro m  
the face o f the earth . The popu
la tion  o f H irosh im a, a c ity  o f 
some 12 square m iles, is . .344,000.

The im p e ria lis t pe rpe tra to rs  o f 
the crim e knew  w h a t the y  were 
doing. On J u ly  16, the bomb had 
been tested on a tow e r o f steel 
in  the desert o f New Mexico. 
“ There was a b lin d in g  flash  l ig h t 
in g  up the whole area b rig h te r 
than the  b r ig h te s t d a y lig h t,”  an 
observer described. “ There came 
a trem endous sustained ro a r  and 
a heavy pressure Wave w hich 
knocked down tw o  men outside the 
con tro l to w e r”  nearly  s ix  m iles 
away.

“ Im m edia te ly  the re a fte r, a 
huge, m u lti-co lo red  su rg ing  cloud 
boiled to an a ltitu d e  o f 40,000 
feet. . . The steel tow e r had been 
e n tire ly  vaporized. W here the 
tow er had stood, the re  \was a 
huge, s lop ing c ra te r.”

T h is  was the k ind  o f destruction 
hurled upon a Japanese c ity  o f 
tinderbox homes and defenseless 
people, ju s t 12 days a fte r  the A l
lies had sanctim oniously declared 
th a t “ We do no t in tend th a t the 
Japanese sha ll be enslaved as a 
race o r destroyed as a n a tio n !”

$

Dividing Up the Booty

B U F F A L O , N . Y . —  A  sm all 
num ber o f un ion is ts  who are fo r  
independent labo r action, p re 
vented the CIO Council here fro m  
ta k in g  a pos ition  in  support o f 
boss p a r ty  candidates in  the 
p r im a ry  elections.

The council was s p lit  three 
ways on the election issue. A l
m ost h a lf  o f the delegates, led by 
the  S ta lin is ts , tr ie d  to  secure the 
council’s endorsement fo r  T . L. 
H o llin g , D em ocratic candidate 
fo r  m ayor, who is  backed by the 
S ta lin is t-co n tro lled  Am erican L a 
bo r P a rty .

A  la rge  group fro m  steel, w ith  
some support fro m  te x tile , a t
tem pted, in  opposition to  the 
S ta lin is ts , to  ge t the council to  
back Joseph M ru k , independent 
Republican candidate.

The supporters o f independent 
labo r action backed a reso lu tion  
fro m  the B e ll local w h ich called 
upon the council to  support on ly

genuine labo r candidates who 
were e n tire ly  unconnected w ith  
the boss-controlled pa rties  and 
who ran on a labo r p la tfo rm . 
This reso lu tion, opposed by the 
tw o  o ther groups, was re fe rred  
to the PAC com m ittee where i t  
w i l l  no doubt rem ain. The meet
in g  adjourned w ith o u t endorse
ments fo r  e ithe r the Dem ocratic 
o r Republican candidates.

B e ll local 501 (U A W , C IO ) 
whose delegates led the f ig h t in 
the council fo r  independent p o li
tica l action, adopted a t its  la s t 
m eeting a ll the reso lu tions pass
ed by the area U A W  conference 
held here la s t m onth. Am ong 
them was a demand fo r  the 40-hr. 
week a t 48 hours pay, fo r  a 
U A W  convention th is  year, a i d  
fu l l  support fo r  W illia m  P a tte fl| 
son, m ilita n t m iner, now in  p r is 
on under the S m ith-C onna lly  
an ti- la bo r act.

Cudahy Workers 
Gain Victory in 
Four-Day Strike

ST. P A U L , M inn . —  N ine hun
dred packinghouse w orkers , em 
ployed in  the  Cudahy p la n t a t 
nearby N ew port, re turned to 
w o rk  J u ly  25 w ith  a v ic to ry  un 
der th e ir  belts a fte r  keeping the 
p la n t t ied  up since the previous 
Saturday. These members o f L o 
cal 55, U n ite d  Packinghouse 
W orkers  (C IO ) dem onstrated in 
th is  com pany-provoked s tr ik e  
th a t the m anagem ent can’t  a rb i
t r a r i ly  fire  w orkers  o r b reak 
down union conditions on the job.

Eleven women in  the bacon
s lic ing  departm ent were fired  
when they  refused to  w o rk  longer 
hours. They were n o t p u t to  w o rk  
Saturday m orn ing  and the rest 
o f the employees refused to  w ork . 
The m anagem ent ordered the 
w orkers to  leave the p lan t, using 
the inc iden t to  stage a lockou t 
in an e f fo r t  to  break down union 
w o rk in g  conditions. A  la rge  
p icke t line  was established on the 
road lead ing to  the p lan t. The 
union pe rm itte d  maintenance 
men to  en ter the p la n t to  care 
fo r  the re fr ig e ra tio n  system!

The company attem pted to ship 
out the fo u r  thousand head o f 
stock on hand a t the tim e. The 
A rm o u r and S w ift  w orkers 
across the r iv e r  in  South St. Paul 
assured the Cudahy w orkers th a t 
they  would not s laugh te r Cudahy 
stock. Local 120 o f the A F L  
Team sters and Lodge 804 o f the 
B rotherhood o f R a ilroad T ra in 
men refused to  move the stock.

Confronted by the m il ita n t 
stand o f the packinghouse w o rk 
ers and the s o lid a rity  o f the o ther

I unions the company was forced 
M re o p c n  the p lan t on the  w o rk 
u p  term s. In  nego tia tions a fte r  
Sic resum ption o f w o rk , the 
women who had been fired  were 
pu t back to  w o rk  w ith  the sho rte r 
hours th a t they had wanted.

" I t  is not the intention of the Allies to destroy or enslave the German people" — Truman.

British Labor Victory Spurs 
Senate Hearing On Jobs Bill

By A rt Preis
Wall Street’s legislative agents in Washington reacted with 

panic-haste last week to the news of British labor’s overwhelm
ing election victory. Fearful lest the British events serve as an 
inspiring example to American labor now facing an onrushing 
economic crisis, Congress sought to throw a sop to the workers 
by a last-minute Senate hearing on the so-called Full Employ
ment B ill.

This belated gesture was made 
suddenly, on the eve o f a schedul
ed Congressional vacation u n t il 
next October. D u rin g  its  past 
session, Congress had ru th less ly  
scuttled every proposed measure 
to h a lt the mass unem ploym ent 
th a t has begun to  sweep the coun
t r y  like  a plague.

H A U L E D  FROM  STORAGE
A d m itte d ly  spurred by concern 

ever the to p p lin g  o f the Church
i l l  T o ry  governm ent in  England, 
the Senate B anking and Currency 
Com m ittee te m p o ra rily  hauled out 
o f m othballs the M urray-'W agner- 
O’M ahoney-Patm an b ill th a t had 
been kept in  storage since las t 
December.

Senators M u rra y , W agner and 
O’Mahoney and Representative 
Patm an, sponsors o f the “ F u ll 
E m ploym ent”  B il l,  were per

m itted  fo r  tw o  days to argue its  
m e rits  before the Senate com m it
tee. Then the com m ittee fo lded up 
shop u n t il October 9 w ith  no 
action taken.

W H Y  T H E Y  GOT BU SY
A t  the ve ry  opening o f the 

hearing , J u ly  30, Senators M u rra y  
and W agner po in ted to  the B r it is h  
elections as a w a rn in g  to  the 
Am erican cap ita lis ts . In  its  f ro n t 
page repo rt, the N . Y . Times, 
Ju ly  31, disclosed th a t “ today’s 
o rien ta tion  session found the 
le g is la tio n ’s sponsors h ig h ly  con
scious o f the defeat o f the C hur
c h ill Conservative Government 
and los ing l i t t le  tim e  b rin g in g  i t  
in to  th e ir  argum ents.”

Even more f ra n k  was Business 
Week, whose ch ie f fun c tion  is to

(Continued on page 3)

IN THE NEWS

Conquerors Inflict Reign 
Of Ruin On All Of Europe

By R alph Graham
Decisions for the dismemberment of Germany, the perman

ent strangulation of its economy, and indefinite m ilita ry  occupa
tion and control of the country by the Allied powers —  these are 
the broad features of the communique issued from Potsdam on 
August 3 at the conclusion of the 17-day conference of the 
“ Big Three”  which is to be known as the Tripartite  Conference

®of Berlin.
In  language w h ich  stands in

OVER 400 HEAR CANNON 
ANALYZE C. P. "TURN"

NEW  YORK — James 
Cannon, National Secretary of 
the Socialist Workers Party 
(Trotskyist), dissected and 
analysed the degenerated Com
munist Party (Stalinist) in a 
speech on “ The Downfall of 
Browder”  to an audience of 
over 400 workers who thronged 
Webster Hall on August 3.

One o f the founders o f the 
A m erican Com m unist P a rty  in  
1919, Comrade Cannon aroused 
im m edia te response w ith  his 
opening rem arks: “ We are cele
b ra tin g  the fu n e ra l o f a fake r, 
scoundrel and hypocrite ; a be
tra y e r  o f the w o rkers  who p u t 
th e ir  confidence in  h im . I  came 
to  bu ry  B row der, no t to praise 
h im .”

SCAPE G O AT BROW’DER
Comrade Cannon, who was ex

pelled in 1928 fro m  the A m e ri
can C. P. fo r  his in tra ns igen t 
adherence to  the revo lu tiona ry  
program  o f Lenin and T ro tsky , 
pointed out th a t B row der was 
m ere ly  a scapegoat fo r  the f a i l 
ure o f the S ta lin is t se ll-ou t po l
icy in the  U . S.

“ In  th a t sense i t  is  a v ic to ry  
fo r  the w orkers, no t unre la ted to

Wall Street Knows
The new (Stalinist) party 

line— and the action which will 
flow from it—is opportunistic 
rather than revolutionary. The 
no-strike position, for example, 
is not reversed, hut militant 
“protection of labor’s rights” 
is made the order of the day. 
This, and other such equivoca
tions, will allow Communists to 
extend their influence by ad
vocating whatever course of ac
tion seems expedient in any 
given situation. — Business 
Week, Aug. 4.

another v ic to ry  recorded th is  
past week across the seas in B r i t 
a in ,”  declared Comrade Cannon. 
A  member o f the audience shout- 
ted: “ H ear! h e a r!”

“ The order fo r  chopping o f f  
the . l it t le  head o f B row der came 
s tra ig h t fro m  Moscow v ia  Paris ,”  
said the founder o f the Am erican 
T ro ts k y is t movement. “ The S ta l
in is ts  had to  rea lize th a t they 
had overplayed th e ir  hand. They 
were los ing tens o f thousands 
o f m il ita n t  w orkers, inc lud ing

(Continued on page 5)

Land o f O pportunity
“ W hoever finds m y baby take 

good care o f her. I  w an t her m ore 
than any th ing . B u t I  have on ly  
40 cents to m y name. I  hope God 
w i l l  fo rg iv e  me fo r  do ing th is  
te rr ib le  th in g .”  Those were the 
words w r itte n  by a m othe r who 
abandoned her m onth-o ld  daugh t
e r in  a church a t 21st S t. and 
Tenth  Ave. in  New Y o rk  C ity  
on A u g u s t 1.

*  *  *

I\ervous Bankers
London: A n  a ttack  o f investo rs ’ 

“ nerves”  b rough t about by P ro 
fessor L a s k i’s p red ic tion  yester- 
day (he is cha irm an o f the B r it is h  
Labor P a r ty ’s executive com m it
tee) th a t the Bank o f Eng land 
was f irs t  on the new Labor Gov
ernm ent’s “ soc ia liza tion ”  p ro 
gram , led to  a fu r th e r  severe fa l l  
in  bank stocks today. A f te r  an
o the r 7 -po in t drop i t  closed a t 
360, m aking  a to ta l post-e lection 
decline o f 21 po ints. (Reuters, 
A ug . 1).

*  *  *

i iV m  Too S m art!”
“ The auto corpora tions are 

m erely on s tr ik e  against our 
union, and they are t ry in g  eve ry
th in g  they know how to  provoke 
us in to  s trikes. W ell, they can 
s tr ik e  a ll they w ant to. B u t they 
are not go ing to t r ic k  me in to  
ca llin g  a s tr ike .”  R. .1. Thomas, 
speaking a t C adillac Square, 
D e tro it.

*  *  *

God and Stalin
Aboard USS A ugusta  (A P )—  

The c losing Potsdam session la s t 
Thursday, ending in  an a tm o
sphere o f good w ill,  b ro ug h t a 
suggestion fro m  President T ru 
man th a t i f  there is another B ig  
Three m eeting, i t  be held in  W ash
ington.

“ God W ill in g ,”  P rem ie r S ta lin  
s m ilin g ly  rep lied.

*  *  *

U nfit to P rin t
London, J u ly  31 —  A  F ore ign  

O ffice com m entator said today 
th a t te rm s o f the Ita lia n  a rm is tice  
are being kep t secret “ ou t o f 
deference to  the Ita lia n  govern
m ent.” -— U nited Press dispatch.

Miners Strike 
Against Filth 
In Company Town

A strike of 350 miners in the 
small company - owned mining 
town of Eorce, Pa„ which began 
on July 15, was precipitated 
by the resignation of Dr. 
Elizabeth Hayes as company 
physician for the Shawmut 
M ining Co. Her resignation left 
a community of about 4,000 
persons without medical care. 
She resigned because o f the 
failure of the company to dean 
up the town and provide proper 
sanitation.

“ There is no t one fa c to r here 
th a t constitu tes a com m un ity ,”  
said 33-year-o ld D r. Hayes. 
“ There is  no good w a te r supply» 
no sewage system , no passable 
streets, no stree t lig h ts , no p re 
sentable homes o r loca l govern 
m ent.”  In  the m id s t o f her pack
ed-up be longings she declared: 
“ I  w a n t to liv e  under decent con
d itio n s  o r ge t ou t.”

M IN E R S  D E T E R M IN E D
Backed up by th e ir  w ives, the 

m iners s ta ted : “ W e’l l  hold ou t 
as long as we have to , u n t il the 
com pany fixes sa n ita ry  conditions 
so we can ge t a doctor, o r gives 
us a release so we can ge t ou t.”  
The com pany has tr ie d  bu t fa ile d  
to  ge t a rep lacem ent fo r  D r. 
Hayes.

F o rty - tw o  years w ith o u t even 
the m ost e lem entary san ita tion , 
the  en tire  w a te r supp ly in  Force 
is po llu ted. The outside pum p
in g  fa c ilit ie s  w h ich  p rov ide  the 
d r in k in g  w a te r have been con
demned by S tate hea lth  a u th o r
itie s  as contam inated. The to i
le t sewage flo w s  f ro m  the  o u t
houses in to  the  pumps, we lls, 
vegetable gardens and d i r t

g la r in g  con trad ic tion  to  the  p la in  
in te n t o f the decisions reg a rd ing  
Germ any, T rum an , A ttle e  and 
S ta lin  declare th a t “ i t  is  no t the 
in te n tio n  o f the A llie s  to  destroy 
o r enslave the German people.”  
Y e t th a t is precise ly w h a t w i l l  
fo llo w  fro m  the app lica tion  o f the 
agreem ents a rrived  a t in  Potsdam.

T H E  D IS M E M B E R M E N T
A  la rge  slice o f the German 

province o f East P russia, in c lud 
in g  the p o r t c ity  o f Koenigsberg, 
has been incorpora ted in to  the 
Soviet U nion. A n o th e r slice o f 
eastern G erm any, in c lud in g  the 
B a ltic  p o rt o f S te ttin  and the 
fo rm e r fre e  c ity  o f Danzig , go to  
S ta lin is t-dom ina ted  Poland. A us
t r ia  had a lready been lopped o f f  
and is now adm in is tered by a  
puppet governm ent o f the K re m 
lin , headed by the socia l-dem ocrat 
Renner.

There is no guarantee th a t the  
process o f d ism em bering G er
m any w i l l  end even here. The B ig  
Three have set up a Council o f 
F o re ign  M in is te rs  rep resenting  
the U n ited States, B r ita in , the  
Soviet U nion, F rance and China 
“ to continue the necessary 
p re pa ra to ry  w o rk  fo r  the peace 
settlem ents.”  I t  is then th a t 
G erm any’s boundaries w il l  be 
d e fin itive ly  redraw n. U n ti l then, 
there w i l l  be no cen tra l German 
governm ent. The coun try  w i l l  be 
ru led by the A llie d  m il ita ry  
s ta ffs , each in its  own zone o f 
occupation.

S U B S IS T E N C E  L E V E L
In  the  economic sphere, the 

preda to ry , oppressive character 
o f the B ig  Three agreements is 
s t i l l  m ore apparent. F irs t ,  the 
German people m ust pay the cost 
o f m a in ta in in g  the A llie d  arm ies 
o f occupation. Second, “ repa ra 
tions,”  the exten t o f w h ich  is 
s t i l l  to  be determ ined, w i l l  be 
exacted, b u t repara tions de liveries 
w il l  m eanwhile go on. P lan ts  m ay 
be d ism antled and stripped and

(Continued on page 2) (Continued on page 4)

V O T E  FO R

DOBBS & SIMPSON
T R O T S K Y IS T  C A N D ID A T E S  

IN  T H E  C O M IN G  

N E W  YO R K  E LE C T IO N S

New York SWP Nears 
Petition Drive Goal

The N ew  Y o rk  T ro ts k y is t m ay
o ra lty  and councilm anic p e ti
t io n  cam paign is sw ing ing  in to  
the  home s tre tch . Some 4,000 
signa tu res were obtained over 
ia s t week-end. The F a rre ll Dobbs 
fo r  M ayo r p e tition s  now have
13.000 names, and 3,800 s igna
tu res  have been obtained fo r  
Louise Simpson, the  T ro ts k y is t 
candidate fo r  C ity  Council.

The actua l num ber o f s igna
tu res  requ ired b y  New  Y o rk  elec
t io n  laws is on ly  7500 fo r  m ayor 
and 2,000 fo r  councilm an. B u t 
New  Y o rk  Local o f the S oc ia lis t 
W orkers  P a r ty  set the  goal a t
15.000 and 5,000 respective ly .

The New  Y o rk  comrades have
sacrificed a g re a t deal o f th e ir  
spare tim e  to  make th is  cam
pa ign a success. Ruby P arke r 
is one, fo r  exam ple, who has 
shown up fo r  every m ob iliza tion . 
Even ra ins to rm s  d idn ’t  quench 
the s p ir its  o f ou r T ro ts k y is t go- 
ge tte rs.

S topp ing  people on the street, 
in  stores, under aw nings in  the 
ra in  —  tru d g in g  up and down 
the s ta irs  o f tenem ent houses, 
the a rm y  o f pe tition -ga the re rs  
did th e ir  w o rk . They even u t i 
lized a  ja u n t to  the beach to  
ga rne r s ignatures fro m  bathers!

H e re  is an exam ple o f T ro ts k y 
is t  in it ia t iv e  and w o rk in g  class 
in g e n u ity : La rissa Reed reports  
the fo llo w in g : “ I  decided I ’d have 
to do som eth ing to  com bat th is  
driz jz le we’ve been bothered w ith ,

so I  w en t in to  a dim e store and 
approached one o f the g ir ls  be
h ind the counter. W hen she 
learned th a t the p e titio n  was to  
nom inate independent labo r can
didates, she lined up a ll the o ther 
g ir ls  fo r  me and kep t w a tch fo r  
the boss u n t il I  had m y pe titions  
fille d .”

Sym pathizers o f the p a r ty  are 
requested to  tu rn  in  the pe titions  
they  have, as a ll names m ust be 
in  the  office o f the Socia lis t 
W orkers  P a rty , 116 U n ivers ity , 
Place, by S atu rday, A ug us t 11.

The branches are conducting 
evening m ob iliza tions as we go 
to press. N e x t week we sha ll an
nounce th a t we’ve gone over the  
top.
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Tuberculosis Is Bred 
In The Soil Of Poverty

B y B i l l  G ra y

BUFFALO. N. Y., A shocking report from the Buffalo and 
Erie County Tuberculosis Association has burst through the care
fu lly  woven network o f boss-inspired propaganda that the liv 
ing standards of American workers have been maintained dur
ing the war. The report reveals the terrific toll in workers' lives 
taken by tuberculosis, popularly known as T.B. The death rate 
from this preventable disease has mounted to a new high be
tween 1940 to 1015. ®---------------------------------------------

Before considering the facts 
and figures in th is  rep o rt, i t  is 
necessary to understand the close 
connection between tuberculosis 
and liv in g  standards. The w o rk 
in g  popu lation in th is  c ity  as 
w e ll in  the  na tion have a p ra c ti
cal m onopoly on th is  disease. W hy 
is  th is  so? The doctors te ll us 
th a t pove rty , poor food, crowded 
l iv in g  "qua rte rs , and long hours 
o f exhausting  to il provide the soil 
•in wh ich T B  grows. The w ealthy 
do no t s u ffe r fro m  these condi
tions and the re fo re  ra re ly  con
tra c t  the disease.

T B  A  Y A R D S T IC K
Tuberculosis is more, than ju s t 

a te rr ib le  and fa ta l disease. I t  
serves as a ya rd s tick  by which 
v a ria tio n s  in  the standard o f l iv 
in g  o f the w orkers can be meas
ured.

A  series o f maps and s ta tis tics  
prepared by the Association show 
th a t deaths fro m  tuberculosis 
have mounted ra p id ly  in E rie  
County, where B u ffa lo  is s itu a t
ed. The county has one la rge 
in d u s tr ia l area consisting o f B u f
fa lo  and the ad jo in ing  c ity  o f 
Lackawanna. The 1044 death 
ra te  per 100,000 o f popu lation in 
B u ffa lo  was 57.1. In  Lackawanna, 
where the popu lation is composed 
a lm ost e n tire ly  o f steel workers, 
the ra te  is 78.3. However the 
le s t  o f the county w h ich is la r 
ge ly  a g ric u ltu ra l, has a death 
ra te  o f on ly  28.8 percent.

In  1940 the B u ffa lo  death ra te  
was 47 per 100,000. In  fo u r years

i t  had ‘ eapod over tw e n ty  percent 
to  51.7! Th is ra te  wipes out a ll 
the progress made in  20 years.
Even these figures do no t te ll 
the fu l l  s to ry , since they include 
both the w orkers and the w e ll- 
to-do sections o f the population.
A  break down o f the s ta tis tics  
according to  income shows th a t 
the rates fo r  w orkers are much 
higher.

T O L L  AM O N G  T H E  POOR

The re p o rt fo r  1943 stated th a t 
970 new TB  cases tu rned up here.
The 1944 rep o rt fa ils  to m ention 
the num ber o f new cases despite 
the im portance o f th is  in fo rm a 
tion . I t  is certa in  th a t i t  has in 
creased trem endously.

The poorer the section o f the 
c ity , the h igh e r the death ra te .
Thus we find th a t in  the Negro 
neighborhoods where the  take- 
home wages are sm a lle r and 
whet-e housing conditions are un 
be lievably Wretched, the death 
ra te  leaps upward. As against 
a ra te  o f 16.6 fo r  a w e ll-to-do 
w h ite  d is tr ic t the ra te  am ongst 
the Negroes ranges fro m  161.3 
to  167.5. Th is is more than ten 
tim es the death ra te  fo r  the 
wealthy whites and alm ost three 
tim es the ra te fo r  the whole o f 
the c ity .

B ut these figures only p a rtia lly  
dfsclose the devasta ting  to ll th is  
dread disease has taken among 
workers. T B  cases are usua lly  not 
reported by w orkers u n t il they 
reach the fina l stages. Social w e ll as on the ba ttle fro n ts .

services and doctors repo rt tha t 
workers resist T B  tests.

T h is m ay seem strange, bu t the 
hard fa c t is th a t m any w orkers 
feel they cannot a ffo rd  to  risk  
such a test. I f  they con tract TB  
and the boss finds out they w ill 
m ost sure ly  be fired. The bosses’ 
excuse is th a t they m ust “ p ro
te c t”  the hea-th o f the o ther 
workers, as T B  is communicable. 
A w o rke r who becomes sick 
draw s no unem ploym ent in su r
ance. N o r is TB  recognized in 
th is  s tate as an in d u s tr ia l hazard. 
There fore  its  v ic tim s are no t e l i
g ib le  fo r  w orkm en’s compensa
tion .

In  add ition , the conditions fo r  
cu ring  TB  demand complete rest 
and good, rich  food. These are 
out o f the reach o f sick workers 
who are usua lly  compelled to w ork 
long hours to  make both ends 
meet. O ther a ilm ents can be 
treated more o r less successfully 
w h ile  a w o rke r holds down his 
lo ll, b u t not TB. A pa tien t m ust 
have rest, bu t w orkers can’t  a f 
fo rd  to rest.

C U R E  B E Y O N D  R E A C H
W ho can doubt tha t in B u ffa lo , 

as in  every in d u s tr ia l center, 
thousands o f workers, men and 
women, are s u ffe r in g  from  th is 
disease and g iv in g  th e ir  l i fe 
blood, drop by drop, because they 
fea r to  report th e ir condition, 
lin ce  tH?ir fam ilies  would be de
prived o f bread. They drag them 
selves th rough a miserable, hope
less existence tha t in a few years 
leads them to an ea rly  grave.

The s w ift ly  m ounting  TB 
death ra te  shatters to b its the 
m yth  th a t the w a r has b rought 
p ro spe rity  to the masses o f w o rk 
ers I t  provides irre fu ta b le  p roo f 
th a t the im p e ria lis t w a r takes its  
to ll in  w o rkers ’ lives a t home as

Disease Hovers Here

COMPANY TOWN’S FILTH 
PROVOKES MINE STRIKE

(Continued from page 1)

streets where the  ch ildren p lay. 
“ I  see no po in t in  hav ing  baby 
c lin ics when you feed these ba
bies f i l t h y  to ile t  w a te r,”  said D r. 
Hayes. The H ealth  D epartm ent 
is  now in s tru c tin g  residents to 
bo il th e ir  w a te r u n t il fu r th e r  
notice.

W hen H ea lth  D epartm ent re 
presentatives to ld  D r. Hayes th a t 
conditions were no d iffe re n t in 
Force than in  o ther Pennsylvania 
m in ing  towns, she re to rte d : 
“ W hy  w a it  fo r  an epidem ic to  do 
som eth ing about i t .  I f  typho id  
go t s ta rted  i t  would spread like  
w ild fire  in  th is  ho t w eather.”

SHIPS A N D  S E A M E N  
DUE FOR JUNK-PILE

N E W  YO R K, A ug us t 6 —  A  
ro w  departm ent called “ ship 
b re a k in g ”  w i l l  be added to  the 
m a ritim e  in du s try , according to 
an announcement lus t week by 
the  U . S. M a ritim e  Commission. 
The job  o f th is  departm ent w ill 
be to  d ism antle and scrap 
thousands o f w a r - b u ilt  ships, 
m ostly  L ib e rty  ships.

This is one o f the methods fo r  
d isposing o f the w a rtim e  m er
chant flee t. A  la rge  p a rt o f i t  
W ill be pu t on the m arke t fo r  
ju nk . O f the more tha n  5,000 
m erchantm en now in commission, 
sh ipp ing  companies can see a 
pos tw ar demand fo r  less than 
1,500, probably not m ore than a 
thousand.

Governm ent spokesmen have 
announced the need fo r a la id-up
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$15 Billions Invested
In Government 
Shipping

In  response to  questions ad
dressed to him  by the House 
com m ittee on M erchant M arine 
and Fisheries, A d m ira l Land, 
chairm an o f the U . S. M aritim e  
Commission, has disclosed the 
extent o f governm ent inves t
ments in the m a ritim e  in dus try .

“ Based upon the ex is ting  
construction program , and ap
p rop ria tions  the re fo r, and in 
c lud ing contem plated construc
tion  to be provided fo r  in  the 
1946 Budget, the  to ta l cost to 
the Governm ent fo r  ships and 
shipyards as estim ated w i l l  be 
$15 b illion s  o f which ap
p ro x im a te ly  $6 b illions  is fo r 
fa c ilit ie s . I t  is im possible to 
estim ate a t the present w hat 
the to ta l cost w ill be when the 
w ar is over.”

It is th is  huge investm ent 
th a t Land n6w proposes to  tu rn  
over to  p riva te  “ shipowners”  
w h ile  they in  tu rn  plan to  cut 
seamen’s 'wages because they 
cannot, ‘‘a f fo rd ”  to  pay a 55 
cents ho u rly  m in im um  scale.

tim e in d u s try  in the postwar, 
w i l l  be consigned to  “ p riva te  
en terprise .”  Land proposes th is  
as a means “ to b r in g  the highest 
re tu rn  to  governm ent and the 
taxp aye r.”

H A L F -C E N T  R E T U R N
Recent bids fo r  ships to  be 

junked indica te how much the 
governm ent w i l l  rea lize  by th is  
method on its  huge investm ent 
in m erchant ships. H ighest bid 
on a ship in  the 10,000 ton  class 
costing S2,000,000 to construct, 
ranged up to  $22,500. L a te r bids 
show a downward trend, go ing as 
low  as $9,000. T h is  represents 
less than one ha lf-ecn t re tu rn  on 
every d o lla r o f the taxpaye rs ’ 
money poured in to  the in du s try  
by the M a ritim e  Commission.

T h is  is the re a lity  behind a ll 
the c u rre n t ta lk  about a prosper
ous and expanding U . S. m er
chant m arine. The g ra ft-se ek in g  
sh ipp ing companies know  the 
extent o f proposed cut-backs in 
U. S. shipp ing. They now have 
th e ir  representatives in  a ll the 
governm ent m a ritim e  agencies. 
They are gathered in  W ashington 
like  buzzards w ith  the prospect o f 
p ick ing  m illio ns  fro m  the rib s  o f 
doomed ships.

R O TTE N  SH A C K S
The descrip tion  g iven o f the 

houses in  w h ich the coal m iners 
and th e ir  fa m ilie s  live , is  a re 
vea ling  commentary' on the whole 
b ru ta l, anarch is tic  ca p ita lis t syS’ 
tern. The greedy m ine owners 
provide the “ homes”  fo r  the m ine I no ru n n in g  w ater.

w orkers. These bleak and ro tt in g  
fram e  shacks, w ith  p a in t long 
since disappeared under layers 
o f g rim e, sag in  the d i r t  streets 
which, lik e  open sores, are ru n 
n ing  over w ith  f i lth ,  garbage and 
sewage. There is no ru n n in g  w a
te r, no bathroom s, no e le c tr ic ity , 
no sewage system. The w ind 
w h ips up the  odors o f ro t t in g  
garbage and sewage so th a t even 
in  ho t weather, as one m in e r p u t 
i t ,  “ W e have to  leave the  w in 
dows closed a t n ig h t o r we ge t 
one he ll o f a stench.”

B u t inside, the  w orkers  and 
th e ir  w ives s trugg le  against 
these odds to  keep th e ir  homes 
spotless. They cover the  w a lls  
w ith  w h ite  p a in t o r a ttra c tiv e  
w a ll papers. They keep in  g leam 
in g  condition the e lectric  stoves, 
re fr ig e ra to rs  and w ash ing m a
chines th a t they  have bought a l- 
tho ugh t there  is  no power to  run 
them. The modern cabinet sinks 
have no faucets because there is

fleet o f 1.000 ships in  preparation 
fo r  W orld  W ar I I I .  T h is  leaves 
3,000 ships to be disposed of, 
e ithe r by sale to  fo re ign  operators 
o r by ju n k in g . There is l i t t le  
demand fo r the type of ship o f
fered fo r  sale to  fo re ign  
operators.

A d m ira l Land, head o f the 
M a ritim e  Commission, says th a t 
the planned destruction  o f ships 
“ w i l l  be on a yea r-to -yea r basis 
so as no t to  flood  the  ( ju n k )  
m arke t and ye t a t the same tim e 
assure i t  o f an adequate and 
o rd e rly  supply.”  Jun k in g  o f ships, 
like  a ll o ther phases o f the m ari-
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A K R O N , J u ly  24 —  F o llow ing  
the lead o f heavy in d u s try  in  t r y 
in g  to  smash the closed shop, the 
N a tion a l Sm all Business M en’s 
Association is  c irc u la r iz in g  its  
members. F rom  the headquarters 
o f the Association in  A kron , fo rm  
le tte rs  a tta ck in g  the  W agner A c t 
are go ing to  m erchants in  every 
c ity .

A ssa ilin g  the W agner A c t as 
“ the roo t o f the e v il”  o f the clos
ed shop, the com m unication fu r i 
ously waves a p a tr io tic  banner 
aga ins t un ionism . “ There never 
has been an y th in g  in  the h is to ry  
o f th is  coun try  w h ich  was as un- 
Am erican as the governm ent 
fo rc in g  an Am erican c itizen to  
pay tr ib u te  to a p riva te  organ iza
tion  fo r  the r ig h t  to  w o rk ; the 
r ig h t  to  earn his o r her liv in g ,”  
the le tte r  procla im s.

P iously  p ro te s ting  th a t i t  is 
no t “ an ti-un ion ,”  the  com m unica
tion  continues: “ C e rta in ly  w o rk 
ers have a r ig h t  to  belong to un 
ions... bu t they  also have a 
r ig h t  —  which is ju s t  as im p o r
ta n t —  not to  belong to  a union 
and to  barga in in d iv id u a lly .”  In 
o ther words, they have the r ig h t  
to he forced to w o rk  on the boss
es’ term s.

Once m ore w a x ing  p a trio tic , 
the c irc u la r concludes by in v it in g  
the reader to  jo in  “ thousands o f 
o ther sm all business men from  
every state in  the Un ion who 
also are v ita l ly  in terested in 
keeping A m erica  ‘The Land o f 
the Free’ ”  —  by w h ich  they
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Mazi Big-Shots 
Robbed Treasury

The Nazi ch ie fta ins  took good 
care no t to burden themselves 
w ith  heavy taxes by means o f 
which, in  la rge  p a rt, the German 
people were made to  pay fo r  H i t 
le r ’s w a r o f connuest. Records 
examined by the financia l branch 
of G 5, U n ited  States Forces in 
the European theater, and made 
public in a d ispatch to  the N . Y. 
Tim es las t week, show th a t D r 
Goebbels, H it le r ’s propaganda 
m in is te r, “ saved”  close to  500,00(1 
Reichsmarks in  taxes in  1938, 
w h ile  A ir  M in is te r Goering, who 
was one o f G erm any’s richest men 
(he owned 15 castles and v illas  
and the g re a t G oering S tah lwerke 
combine) pa id taxes on ly  on his 
27,000 Reichsm ark sa lary as a 
m in is te r o f state.

M in is te rs , gau le ite rs , s e n i o r  
S torm  Troop leaders, a rtis ts , 
scu lp tors, actors and others who 
form ed the props o f the Nazi 
regim e, a ll were rec ip ien ts o f ta x  
“ fa vo rs ”  fro m  H it le r ’s finance 
m in is try .

Tax exem ptions were granted 
not on ly  to p rom inen t ind iv idua ls  
bu t to  en tire  groups such as mem
bers o f the Reichstag and the 
P russian State Council.

Devers Spikes Lie 
Of the Kept Press

General L. Devers, com
m ander o f the 6th A rm y  
(F rench invasion) said to a big 
crowd in P itts b u rg h : “ There 
never was a tim e  tha t we were 
short o f supplies o r m ateria ls  
— we a lw ays had a ll we needed 
— th is despite w hat the news
papers said.”  P ittsb u rg h  papers 
in re p o rtin g  the s p e e c h ,  
“ fo rg o t”  to m ention these re 
m arks, which g ive the lie  to 
cla im s o f the boss press tha t 
workers, by s tr ik in g , were 
de p riv ing  the armed forces of 
badly - needed weapons and 
m unitions.

mean, the land o f free  e xp lo ita 
tion  o f unorganized w orkers.

The slogan o f the  Association, 
“ E te rn a l V ig ilance  is the P rice o f 
L ib e rty ,”  serves notice on the la 
bor movem ent th a t the bosses 
don’t  mean to slow up th e ir  un 
ion-sm ashing drive . They have 
united fo r  th e ir  own “ m utua l 
benefit and p ro tection ,”  as they 
openly state.

War Plant Graft 
Illustrates Waste 
Of Capitalist War

B y  Ja ck  P earson
ST. P A U L  —  The construction 

o f the Gopher Ordnance W orks at 
Rosemont, M innesota, a sm all 
tow n near the T w in  C ities, was 
sta rted  in M ay, 1942; and, in  spite 
o f the  fa c t th a t $165,000,000 was 
spent on th is  p ro ject, not an ounce 
o f powder has been shipped out. 
Some o f the best fa rm  laud in the 
country, nice and leve l w ith  
b e au tifu l bu ild ings and barns 
fifte en  square m iles o f it ,  was la id  
waste in  order to bu ild  a p la n t 
w h ich was never to be used.

The p ro fit- ta k in g  methods by 
w h ich  the D upont chemical tru s t  
and several sub-contractors reap
ed a ha rvest are lis ted  below:

C A P IT A L IS T  P A T R IO T IS M
The “ cost p lus 10 per cent”  

arrangem ent spurred the con
trac to rs  to  ra ise  the cost by every 
method they could find. Over 
22,000 w orkers  were h ired in  1942 
on the o r ig in a l p ro ject, w ith  about 
h a lf  o f them  re a lly  needed. The 
boss had ins tuctions to  te ll the 
men to go fo r  a w a lk .

Wooden s id ing  iVas pu t on the 
bu ild ings in 1942 bu t i t  was to rn  
o f f  in  1944 and sheet m eta l ap
plied. Concrete foo tings  around 
and th rou gh  the center o f the 
bu ild ings were made six  to  e igh t 
fee t w ide ami th ir t y  five fee t deep. 
B u ild in g  blocks would have been 
enough.

C arpenter crews were le f t  id le 
w h ile  laborers walked tw o  to fou r 
blocks fo r  lum ber. P arts  o f ma
chine too ls would a rrive  incom 
plete, fo rc in g  the men to Use hand 
tools. One crew was put on 
m aking rake handles which took 
them nearly  a day to complete. 
Two-inch p lank ing was used to 
make three - e igh ths - inch door
stops. Expensive veneer plywood 
was used to  make concrete form s. 
T rucks, m achinery, and heavy 
equipm ent were rented and kept 
run n ing  ju s t to  up costs s t i l l  
more. L e ft - over m a te ria l was 
scrapped and burned. The plant 
had the la rgest dum p I  ever saw.

W hen the o rder came to  stop 
construction  in  1943, thousands 
o f w orkers were kep t fo r  m onths 
on the job w ith o u t l i f t in g  a too l. 
D u ring  th is  tim e  the A rm y  called 
i t  a standby p lan t. As soon as a 
b u ild in g  Was completed i t  was 
locked up. I t  wasn’t  long before 
some o f the completed sections 
were opened and the  m achinery, 
fix tu res , etc. to rn  out and shipped 
to some o ther p lan t. These crews 
used to  come over to  us and ask 
when We would complete our in 
s ta lla tio n  so th a t they  could come 
and tea r i t  out. T h a t was a stand
in g  joke fo r  m any m onths!

M O RE W A S T E F U L N E S S  
In  F ebruary  o f 1944 Feglcs Con

s truc tion  Co. received a con tract 
to d ism antle  the p lan t. In  th e ir  
haste to  complete the agreem ent 
before the A rm y  could change its  
m ind, pipe, m ach inery, and equip
m ent were to rn  ou t

A n  A rm y  stop order came 
through in A p r i l  and sho rtly  
a fte rw a rd  Dupont was given an
o ther con tract to bu ild . S ix ty  m il
lion do lla rs was spent in six 
m onths to pu t the place together 
again.

F in a lly  tw o lines were in opera
tion . B u t th is  was on ly  token 
production. The powder was 
stored in  the warehouses and i t  
w i l l  p robab ly s tay  there. The 
p ro jec t rem ains w h a t i t  a lways 
Was— a “ Cost-P lus Heaven”  fo r  
the Dupont m erchants o f death 
and th e ir  sate llites.

B y  V . G re y

Im p o r ta n t  P re ce d e n t
The U n ited  Stee lworkers o f 

Am erica  (C IO ) has ju s t won the 
f irs t  guaranteed annual wage 
clause to  be p u t in to  a union con
tra c t. T h is  is an im p o rta n t 
precedent. I t  is  a recogn ition  o f 
the p rinc ip le  th a t a man is en
tit le d  to fu l l  em ploym ent.

As usual, o f course, the com
pany, (W eldm an M a n u fac tu ring  
Co., N o rris tow n , Pa.) has hedged 
the whole th in g  in  w ith  ifs  and 
Luts, some o f them  ve ry  big. 
M oreover, the guarantee is fo r  
on ly  1,200 hours. (T h a t’s 30 weeks 
a t 40 hours o r 50 weeks a t 24 
hours per w eek). A  man has to 
have five years ’ sen io rity , fo r  ex
ample, to come under the 
guarantee.

The danger arises here th a t 
such a guaranteed annual wage 
can become m ere ly  an extended 
dole. To mean an y th in g , the 
guarantee m ust be on a 52-week 
basis.

* * *

V a c a tio n  W ith  P ay
W e have always held th a t in 

d u s tria l unions are m ore power
fu l than c ra f t  unions o r pro fes
sional specia lty organ izations. 
B u t th a t W ashing ton, D. C. 
union o f A m algam ated Gas- 
Baggers and Pork B a rre l B lim p - 
ers is do ing a ll r ig h t  fo r  them 
selves. They have ju s t received 
o tw o-m onths’ vacation ■—  w ith  
pay. CIO and A F L  take note.

*  *  *

U n io n is m  S p re a d in g
There are now 13,000 w h ite  

co lla r w orkers  in  U.S. Steel who 
are in  the U n ited  Steel W orkers 
(C IO ) b a rga in ing  u n it. The new 
U S W  con trac t w ith  Carnegie- 
I llin o is  covers both w h ite  co lla r 
w orkers  and departm enta l fo re 
men. O nly those supervisors are 
barred fro m  m em bership who 
are "bona fide supervisors in the 
sense th a t they  have the  au
th o r ity  to h ire , prom ote, d is 
charge, d isc ip line ”  w orkers. Th is 
is a rea l step fo rw a rd . W h ite  
co lla r w orkers  and sub-forem en 
belong w ith  the res t o f labor. 
They belong w ith  the in d u s tria l 
union movement.

* * *

S tr ik e  S e n tim e n t G ro ics
Add Toledo and Cleveland to 

the g ro w in g  lis t  o f U A W  centers 
ca llin g  fo r  a na tion -w ide s tr ik e  
vote in  a ll U n ited  A utom obile  
W orkers (C IO ) p lan ts. Diesel 
Local 207 in  Cleveland, C hevro let 
I.ocal 4 and Spicer U n it  Local 12 
in Toledo, as w e ll as F lin t,  
B u ffa lo  and N o rth w e s t Ohio 
locals have fo llow ed the lead o f 
the 400 D e tro it local union p res i
dents and officers, representing  
400,000 auto w orkers, who la s t 
m onth made the above demand 
a t th e ir  Regional Conference.

* * *

C o m p la in t  b y  T o b in
N o t content w ith  s it t in g  back 

w ith  a lau re l w rea th  o f stinkweeds 
fo r  h is scabby w o rk  in  the Chicago 
team sters’ s trike , Danie l J. Tobin,

FABLES FOB TODAY

H O W  N O T  TO  F IG H T  A BEAST
One afternoon 999,999 years ago, a cave man named Og came 

upon a sabre-tooth t ig e r  w h ile  out fo r  a w a lk. Og, a s trong , fearless 
man, gripped his club, m u tte rin g , “ I ’l l  m oider de bum ,”  and w ent 
fo rw a rd  to  do ba ttle .

In  fo u r  seconds the “ bum ”  had k illed  Og and in  nine and one- 
qu a rte r m inutes had eaten h im , ha ir, bones, and a ll.

Now, another cave man named U g  had seen the  whole a ffa ir .  
He was a w iser man than Og, and he though t, “ T h a t was s illy . The 
sabre-tooth t ig e r  had a ll the  advantage.”

So he w ent back to  the tr ib e  and b ro ug h t them a ll to  the p U f l t t  
where the t ig e r  had k ille d  Og. The tr ib e  set a tra p  fo r  the s a l ^ H  
too th tig e r, and la te r, when he had fa lle n  in to  it ,  they a ll set upom 
him  and k ille d  h im  w ith  g re a t ease.

M O R A L : D O N ’T  T R Y  TO T A C K L E  T H E  BOSS B Y  Y O U R S E LF . 
T H A T ’S W H A T  W E ’V E  GOT U N IO N S  FOR.

president o f A F L  Team sters’ 
U n ion, com plains th a t the  b ig  
newspapers d idn ’t  g ive  h im  
enough cred it. He says in  the In 
te rna tion a l Team ster fo r  A u g u s t: 
“ There were ve ry  few  words o f 
pra ise fo r  the In te rn a tio n a l 
B rotherhood o f Team sters— they 
m ixed us up in  a ll th e ir  w r it in g s  
w ith  the Chicago Team sters’ 
o rgan iza tion .”

Thousands o f A F L  tru c k d riv e rs  
had jo ined  hands w ith  the in 
dependent “ Chicago Team sters”  
in the g re a t Chicago d riv e rs ’ 
s tr ike . B u t Tobin ordered the men 
o f his union back to  w ork , and 
sent ou t s luggers and goon squads 
to te rro r iz e  these good un ionists. 
He did the Chicago bosses a 
service th a t ranks w ith  the a rm y ’s 
in te rven tion  (sold iers were order
ed to d rive  the tru c k s ). B u t, says 
T ob in : “ S trange, is i t  no t, th a t 
there is never any m ention made 
o f the good th in g s  labo r does?”

*  *  *

H its  N a il o n  H ead
“ W orkers  are m ak ing  up th e ir  

co llective m inds to  oppose any 
and every fo rm  o f a rb itra t io n , 
and even conc ilia tion . They have 
been fooled too  often . W henever 
the governm ent made i t  possible 
to earn an e x tra  d o lla r i t  took 
tw o  away. Labor does no t lik e  
tha t.

“ I t  has seen the sons o f w o rk 
ers go o f f  to a r ic h  m an’s w a r 
and a poor m an’s f ig h t. The w o rk 
ers have seen a ce ilin g  p u t over 
th e ir  earnings w h ile  the cost o f 
l iv in g  skyrocketed. They have 
been tied  to  th e ir  jobs by a 
Labor-M anagem ent c o a l i t i o n  
w h ich  is crue l and merciless.

“ The w o rk e rs . ..  w a n t to  o r
ganize and s it  down w ith  the em
ployers co llec tive ly , to ba rga in . I f  
they have to s tr ike  then the y  w i l l  
s tr ik e .” — Adam  R igh to r, w r i t in g  
aga inst the B a ll - B u rto n  - Hatch 
b ill in  the J u ly  20 B a ltim ore  
Labor Herald .

* * *

A n  A p t M e m o r ia l
Headline in  the A F L  w eekly 

news release: “ Unions w a n t $3 
b ill to honor Roosevelt.”  W onder 
i f  they have in m ind the old saw: 
“ Phony as a three d o lla r b i l l . ”

* * *

S p ik in g  L a b o r ’ s G uns
“ W e’re no t go ing  to  w in  our 

case ju s t  because we’re  r ig h t,  o r 
because our o ffic ia ls  go down to  
W ashington and present ou r 
argum ents,”  said H ow ard M c
Kenzie, v ice-president o f the N a 
tio n a l M a ritim e  U nion, a t a N ew  
Y ork  m em bership m eeting o f th a t 
body. A nd  th e y ’re  no t go ing  to  
w in  ve ry  much by a p icke t parade 
th a t advertises the leaders’ spine
less program , e ither. W a lk in g  
around seaports and lakeport 
c ities w ith  signs boasting th a t 
“ We did no t s tr ik e ,”  and assur
in g  the shipowners th a t “ We w i l l  
not s tr ik e ,”  is like  w a v ing  a gun 
and saying, “ W e’re on ly  k id d in g  
-—i t  isn ’ t  loaded.”

SWP BRANCH 
ACTIVITIES

C H IC A G O — Everyone is inv ited  
to  a ttend the M il ita n t  P icnic, 
Sunday, A ug ust 12, a t Thatcher 
Woods. Take Lake S tree t c ity  
and suburban cars to 8000 W est 
(T ha tch e r R o ad ); tw o  blocks 
no rth  on Tha tcher to Chicago 
Avenue; w a lk  to  the  f ir s t  en
trance W est o f T ha tcher on 
n o rth  side o f Chicago Ave., and 
then to  Grove No. 4. The fun  
begins a t 1 1 a .m . Adm ission 
f r e e .  Food, en terta inm en t, 
cam pfire and com m unity  s ing 
in g !

•
C L E V E L A N D  —  Open meetings 

are held a t Pecks H a ll, 1446 E. 
82nd St. ( o f f  Wade P ark  N .) 
on F r id a y  evenings, 8:30 p. m.

L O S  A N G E L E S  —  O btain 
copies o f The M il ita n t  and 
F ou rth  In te rn a tio n a l and other 
M a rx is t books and pam phlets 
as w e ll as in fo rm a tio n  about 
the SW P a t the fo llo w in g  p la 
ces in  the Los Angeles area: 
LOS A N G E L E S , Socia list 
W orkers P a rty , Rooms, 200-05, 
232 S. H i l l  St. S A N  PEDRO, 
Socia lis t W orkers  P a rty , 1008 
S. Pacific, Room 214. F o r ad
d itio n a l in fo rm a tio n  phone 
VA-7936.

Make you r rese rvation  now 
fo r  the W E S T COAST V A C A 
T IO N  SCHOOL. S itua ted a t 
the W orkm en’s C irc le  Camp in  
Carbon Canyon, San B e rn a r
dino County, i t  is tw o  m iles 
fro m  Lavida H o t S prings and 
32 m iles fro m  Los Angeles.

F o r reservations and fu r th e r  
in fo rm a tio n  w r ite  to  Janice 
M a rtin , D irec to r, W est Coast 
V aca tion School, 232 S. H i l l  St., 
Room 205, Los Angeles, C a lif.

M IL W A U K E E  —  V is it  the M il
waukee branch o f the SW P a t 
its  headquarters, 926 P lank ing - 
ton Ave., Room 21, any evening 
between 7 and 9:30 p. m.

•
M IN N E A P O L IS  —  H e a r Grace 

Carlson speak on “ W omen in  
P rison,”  Sunday, Septem ber 9, 
a t 7:30 p. m. Socia lis t W orkers  
P a r ty  headquarters, 10 So. 4 St. 

•
N E W A R K  —  Lectures are held 

every F r id a y  a t the P rogressive 
W orke rs ’ School, 423 S pring - 
fie ld  Ave., a t 8:30 p. m.

F rida y , A ug . 17: “ IIoW  We 
W ill L ive  U nder Socia lism ;”  
speaker, V . Grey, au tho r of 
“ Shoptalks on Socia lism .”

•
P H IL A D E L P H IA  —  Open fo r 

ums every Thursday evening 
on c u rre n t topics, a t Labor 
Forum , 405 W . G ira rd , 8:30 
p. m.

Socia lis t Y ou th  Group meets 
F r id a y  evenings, 8:30 p. m .; all 
young people are inv ited . L a 
bor Forum , 405 W . G ira rd .

•
S A N  FR A N C IS C O  —  V is it  the 

San Francisco School o f Social 
Science, 305 G ran t Ave., corner 
o f G ran t and S qtter, 4 th  f lo o r; 
open fro m  12 noon to  3 p .m . 
Monday th rough  Saturday, and 
7 to  9 p .m . M onday through 
F rid a y .

•
TA C O M A  —  H ear Grace Carlson 

on F rid a y , A ug us t 17 a t 8 p .m . 
a t Odd Fellow s H a ll, 6th and 
F aw ce tt Sts.

•
T O L E  DO —  Forum s held every 

Sunday evening a t 905 J e ffe r 
son Ave., Room 304. A l l  M il i 
ta n t readers, friends  inv ited .



SATURDAY, AUGUST 11, 1945 T H E  M I L I T A N T PAGE THREE

Congress Debates $2-Per-Annum Relief 
For Millions of Children Doomed to Suffer

Bonus March Of 1932 Is Grim 
Warning To World War I I  Vets

B y  F e lix  M o r ro w
Remember This Atrocity!

Veterans’ shacks at Pennsylvania Avenue and Third Street, 
set afire by troops, light up the capitol dome, as the bonus 
marchers are driven from Washington.

B y  R u th  J o h n s o n  1
A  ten-year-o ld  g i r l  lives nex t 

door to  me, in one o f New Y o rk ’s 
thousands o f co ld-w ater f la ts . The 
heat in  su m m e r.is  insuffe rab le . 
In  w in te r, dependent upon a sm all 
coal stove, she o ften  s its  in  a 
wheel cha ir on the f ro n t  stoop, 
w a tch ing  lis tless ly  w h ile  o ther 
k ids  p lay  in  the street. H e r hands 
and head trem ble  uncon tro llab ly . 
H e r legs are in heavy leather 
braces. Sometimes, when a ne igh
bor puts a cookie in to  her m outh, 
the  ch ild , unable to  speak, sm iles 
crookedly in thanks.

To see her, phys ica lly  helpless 
and condemned to the  te rr ib le  
po ve rty  o f the tenements, is  to 
fee l a ll the m ise ry  o f m illio ns  
o f poor ch ild ren in  Am erica.

C O S TLY  T R E A T M E N T
There are 70,000 ch ildren under 

16 s u ffe r in g  fro m  cerebral palsy, 
caused usua lly  by in ju r ie s  to  the 
b ra in  a t b ir th . To restore 
m uscu la r con tro l and to  g ive the 
s im p lest education to  these young 
v ic tim s  o f disease is  ve ry  costly, 
re q u ir in g  years o f sustained t re a t
ment. F o r the ch ild ren  o f the 
poor, who because they are 
delivered under the w o rs t condi
tions  s u ffe r m ost o ften  fro m  
cerebra l pa lsy, cure is an econ
om ic im poss ib ility .

H a lf  a m illio n  ch ildren under 
Its are a ff lic te d  w ith  rheum atic  
feve r, c r ip p lin g  th e ir  hearts, con
dem ning them  to  a life tim e  o f 
p a r tia l in va lid ism . M ore ch ildren 
between 5 and 15 years o f age 
die fro m  rheum atic  feve r than 
fro m  any o ther disease.

There are 100.000 ch ildren 
cripp led by bone de fo rm ities  who 
receive hospita l care in  the v a r i
ous states today, w ith  at least 
another 15,000 on w a itin g  lis ts , 
w a s ting  away w h ile  trea tm en t is 
postponed.

H E A R IN G  A N D  S IG H T
A no the r 200,000 ch ild ren s u ffe r 

fro m  ep ilepsy; 35,000 f r o m  
diabetes; a m illio n  and a quarte r 
are handicapped by asthma. A ll 
o f them  need sk illed  care over 
long periods o f tim e.

The num ber o f ch ild ren w ith  
hearing  defects has never even

keep its  b ig  business c lien ts ac
cu ra te ly  in fo rm ed on a ll develop
ments a ffe c tin g  th e ir  in terests. 
I ts  A ug us t 4 issue reported : 
"R esu lts  o f the  B r it is h  elections 
qu ite  obviously quickened sen
a to ria l in te res t in  f u l l  em p loy
m ent— in the need fo r  p ro spe rity  
to  th w a rt rad ica l social trends 
here as in  E urope.”

R eassuring ly, Business Week 
added: “ B U T , B Y  T H E  T IM E  
C O N G R E S S  R E C O N V E N E S , 
T H E  F E R V O R  W IL L  H A V E  
M O D E R A T E D .”  In  short, the 
Senate hearing  was conceived as 
a mere gesture, w ith  the hope th a t 
the Am erican w o rke rs ’ enthusiasm  
over the B r it is h  labo r v ic to ry  w ill 
fade ou t in  the next couple of 
months.

Nevertheless, the hastily-s taged 
hearing  on the “ F u ll E m p loy 
m en t”  B il l did serve to  focus 
a tten tion  on the c r im in a l fa ilu re  
o f the ca p ita lis t Congress even to 
consider up to  now the s ligh te s t 
measure to p reven t mass unem 
ploym ent, The hearings also re 
vealed the complete incapacity  o f 
A m erican  cap ita lism  to  h a lt the 
depression o f 1920-39 except by 
the  bloody s tim u lus o f im p e ria lis t 
w a r and the rea l an tic ipa ted 
extent o f the im pending economic 
crisis.-

Thus, Senator O ’Mahoney ad
m itted  th a t “ the m ost fr ig h te n in g  
th in g  about the depression which
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Rich Children
been counted! Ten m illio n  children 
have s ig h t defects, m ost o f them  
curable o r arrestab le  by proper 
trea tm ent, b u t on ly  the b lin d  or 
the near-b lind  receive any aid.

These are on ly  a few  o f the 
reve la tions made before the Sen
ate on J u ly  26, where a b i l l to  
provide funds fo r  m ate rna l and 
child w e lfa re  was re fe rre d  to 
com m ittee fo r  fu r th e r  considera
tion .

The proposed b ill,  S. 1318, would 
provide federa l funds to  help the 
states care fo r  40,000,000 A m e r
ican children and th e ir  m others; 
m edical care, hosp ita liza tion , con
valescent homes. Y e t the proposed 
am ount o f aid, when supple
mented by equal con tribu tions 
fro m  the states, would a llo t  an 
average o f on ly $2 per year per 
ch ild !

S TA TE S  W IL L  D E C ID E
Even m ore sham eful is the 

specified m anner o f d is tr ib u tin g  
the proposed funds. W h ile  m ak
ing  pious declarations th a t there 
sha ll be “ no d isc rim in a tio n  on 
account o f race, creed o r co lor,”  
the b il l provides th a t the states 
shall decide where to  spend the 
money.

Thus the Southern states may 
and w ill apportion  th e ir  share so 
as to  aid w h ite  ch ildren (p a ltry  
as the help w i l l  be !) w h ile 
neglecting Negro ch ild ren whose 
death-ra te is almost tw ice  as 
h ig h ! E ven tua lly , the states may 
provide a few  J im  Crow centers 
fo r  Negro ch ildren.

The b ill grow s ou t o f the find -

fo llow ed W orld  W ar I is  th a t i t  
was eradicated on ly by W orld  
W ar I I . ”

G R E A T  U N E M P L O Y M E N T
A t  the same tim e, Senator 

M u rra y  recalled th a t las t year 
he, together w ith  P resident T ru 
man, then a Senator, had in fo rm 
ed the Senate M il ita ry  A f fa irs  
Com m ittee th a t w ith  the end o f 
governm ent w a r spending “ the 
num ber o f unemployed men and 
women in th is  coun try  m ig h t 
easily surpass an y th in g  th a t was 
dreamed o f d u rin g  the last 
depression.”

Senator M u rra y  fu r th e r  ad
m itted  th a t b ig  business in te rests 
desire unem ploym ent in  order to 
destroy wage standards, smash 
organized labor and d rive  ou t com 
pe tition . He cited one. in d u s tr ia lis t 
who w ro te  h im  th a t “ p riva te  
cap ita lism  needs a flo a tin g  pool 
o f unem ployed.”  M u rra y  declared 
th a t “ to some b ig  corpora tions, 1 
have found periods o f widespread 
unem ploym ent are ac tu a lly  w e l
come, because they prov ide op
p o rtu n ities  to  squeeze out o r buy
ou t sm a lle r com petitors . . ”

The b ill endorses the po licy  o f 
governm ent spending to  provide 
jobs on ly as a “ las t re so rt” . 
Indeed, its  sponsors emphasized 
th a t i t  was no t intended as a 
measure to  provide “ jobs fo r  a ll, ”  
as Senator W agner stated. In 
a c tu a lity , the purpose o f the b ill 
is to  bo ls te r up the “ free  en te r
p rise ”  system o f p r iva te  p ro fit 
and p riv ilege .

Representative Patm an, ch ie f 
w itness fo r  the b ill on the second 
day o f the hearing, fo r th r ig h t ly  
stated th a t i t  was incorrect to 
te rm  the b il l a “ fu l l  em p loym ent”  
measure.- Rather, he insisted, i t  
is “ a free en terprise b i l l ”  intended 
to “ ¿reserve— indeed strengthen, 
free com petitive enterprise .”

Even a cursory exam ination o f 
the actua l contents o f the b ill 
reveals i t  to  be w orth less. I t  
o ffe rs  not one concrete measure 
to prevent unem ploym ent —  not 
one!

‘F R E E  E N T E R P R IS E ’ B IL L
The b ill proposes th a t the P res i

dent be ins tructed  to  make an 
annual survey o f the em ploym ent 
prospects fo r  the com ing year. 
I f ,  in  his estim ation , an tic ipated 
jobs w i l l  fa l l  below the num ber 
required fo r  “ fu l l  em ploym ent,”  
then he m ay suggest measures to 
Congress to provide increased em
ploym ent. Congress, in tu rn , may 
—o r m ay not— act upon his sug
gestions. The b ill e x p lic itly  d irects 
the P resident to  place predom inant

ings o f the A rm y , w h ich  had to 
re jec t 40 percent o f the men 
called in the d ra ft,  fo r  physica l 
reasons. Congress w ants to  bu ild  
an a rm y fo r  the fu tu re . B u t w h ile  
i t  au thorizes b illion s  fo r  destruc
tion , i t  on ly  “ considers”  spending 
one hundred m illio ns  a year fo r  
child w e lfa re  and m a te rn ity  care 
combined!

W A S TA G E  P R O B A B LE
Even th is  sm all g ra n t w i l l  be 

la rg e ly  dissipated in high fees to 
doctors ar.d p r iva te  hospita ls.

... And Poor
Much emphasis is la id on the 
necessity fo r  p reserv ing  the 
r ig h ts  o f doctors and hospita ls to 
re fuse to ad m it needy cases! Of, 
course, the pa tien t sha ll also have 
the “ r ig h t ”  to  choose his own 
physician and hosp ita l, i f  he can 
find them.

O nly socialized medicine, a v a il
able to  a ll and w ith  fa c ilit ie s  
arranged fo r  comprehensive care, 
can begin to  cure m illio n s  o f poor 
ch ildren. B u t even m ore im p o r
tan t, the abominable liv in g  con
d itions o f w o rkers  and fa rm ers 
wh ich cause the m ost devastating 
diseases o f childhood, m ust be 
w iped out.

emphasis upon a id ing  “ free  en te r
prise”  to  provide jobs, and re 
jects “ the p roposition  th a t public 
em ploym ent is the m ain avenue 
tow ard fu l l  em ploym ent.”

The flim siness o f th is  b i ll is 
obvious. To- begin w ith , no special 
b ill is requ ired fo r  the President 
to  secure a ll the  necessary- 
s ta tis tica l in fo rm a tio n  on which 
fu tu re  economic trends m ig h t be 
predicted. The D epartm ent o f 
Commerce fo r  years has been 
p ro v id ing  reams o f such m ateria l, 
and business corpora tions and the 
governm ent arc th o ro ug h ly  in 
fo rm ed on eve fy phase o f 
economic a c tiv ity .

A P R O FO U N D  C R IS IS
Moreover, every in fo rm ed  p e r

son knows th a t we are a lready 
en te ring  a period o f pro found 
cris is, w ith  the th re a t o f some 
20,000,000 unemployed. The p rob
lem is w h a t to do about it. The 
B il l s im p ly  says, leave i t  up to 
the President and Congress. W ha t 
he should o r w i l l  propose, and 
w h a t the reac tiona ry  Congres
sional agents o f B ig  Business w ill 
adopt, are le f t  a m a tte r o f 
m yste ry .

The sponsors o f the b ill have 
indicated, however, th a t th e ir  plan 
is p r im a r ily  directed a t “ busi
ness o p p o rtu n it ie s .. . i t  means not 
on ly  wages and salaries, bu t in 
comes and p ro fits ,”  as Senator 
O’M ahoney stated. They see the 
need fo r  “ encouraging free  en te r
p rise ”  by reducing p ro fits  taxes, 
governm ent aid to p riva te  ca p ita l
is ts, etc.

T H E  R E A L  PRO BLEM
B ut the prob lem  is no t one 

e ithe r o f a lack o f p riva te  cap ita l 
o r an insu ffic iency o f productive 
fa c ilit ie s . I t  is the re fusa l o f the 
cap ita lis ts  to  p e rm it production 
unless they can rake in b ig  
p ro fits . Corpora te w o rk in g  cap ita l 
has tr ip le d  d u rin g  the w a r to t-he 
unprecedented volum e o f 845 
b illions. B u t B ig  Business and its  
governm ent agents have already 
set a foot plans to “ ju n k ”  the g ia n t 
governm ent - b u ilt  p lan ts, like  
W illo w  Run, which the people 
have paid fo r, ar.d reduce produc
tive  capacity to prevent com peti
tion  w ith  the monopolies.

L ike  every “ fu l l  em ploym ent”  
plan, “ lib e ra l”  o r otherw ise, 
sponsored by ca p ita lis t po litic ians, 
the dom inant purpose o f the 
M urra y  - W agner - O’Mahoney - 
Patm an b ill is to safeguard the 
p ro fit system— the very system 
w hich breeds unem ploym ent.

I t  happened th irtee n  years ago. 
I t  is  a s to ry  th a t every veteran 
o f th is  w a r should know.

On J u ly  28, 11932 General
Douglas M a c A rth u r, then Chief 
o f S ta ff,  personally led troops—  
cava lry , tanks ar.d in fa n try —  
down Pennsylvania Avenue in 
W ashington. A t  T h ird  S tree t they 
charged the f ir s t  con tingen t o f 
the “ enemy.”  W ith  tea r gas, 
bayonet jabs, r i f le  bu tts , they 
drove a group o f W orld  W ar 
veterans fro m  shacks and h a lf-  
demolished bu ild ings w h ich had 
been th e ir  homes fo r  ten weeks. 
The veterans exp e rtly  tossed back 
the tea r gas bombs. M a cA rth u r 
ordered the shacks set a fire  so 
the veterans would no t be able 
to re tu rn . The flam es and smoke 
rose h igh , fo rm in g  a ye llow  and 
black fram e fo r  the dome o f the 
C apito l r is in g  above them  in  the 
background.

VETS CO M BED O UT
General M a c A rth u r had seen 

to i t  th a t there were no veterans 
among the troops; a ll such ve t
erans had been combed ou t and 
le ft  behind a t F o r t  M yers.

M opping up the nearby streets, 
the troops moved across the  r iv e r 
to  Anacostia  F la ts , where the 
m ain body o f W orld  W ar veterans 
was encamped in  shacks and 
tents. A l l  to ld  the re  were about 
20,000, about 400 w ith  th e ir  w ives 
and ch ildren. D riven by the 
troops, they were scattered th a t 
n ig h t over the ne ighboring  states 
o f V irg in ia  and M ary land . The 
f la m in g  shacks and ten ts  looked 
like  a b ig  c ity  devastated by in 
cendiary bombs.

How  deeply the coun try  resent
ed the trea tm e n t o f the Bonus 
A rm y  was indicated when General 
M a c A rth u r was booed o f f  the 
p la tfo rm  a t the Am erican Legion 
Convention a t P ortland , Oregon, 
in  the fa l l  o f 1932.

In  the end, in sp ite  o f Roose
v e lt ’s veto, the veterans got what 
they had come to W ashington fo r. 
They had demanded im m ediate 
paym ent o f the Adjusted Service 
C ertificate, issued in 1924 but 
payable on ly in 1945— th is  year! 
— g ra n tin g  a d o lla r a day fo r 
service at home and $1.25 fo r 
overseas. Congress voted i t  over 
Roosevelt’s veto.

S P O N TA N E O U S  A C T IO N
The Bonus A rm y  was a spon

taneous creation o f the unem 
ployed veterans. The M arch was 
b itte r ly  opposed by the A m erican 
Legion, the Veterans o f Fore ign 
W ars and o ther “ respectable”  
veterans’ o rgan izations, as w e ll

as by the Republican and Demo
c ra tic  parties.

No one issued a ca ll fo r  the 
M arch. I t  ju s t happened. D riven 
by hunger, sm all groups started 
fo r  W ashington fro m  various 
pa rts  o f the country. I t  gathered 
volum e; between M ay 20 ancTJuly 
28, a t least 30,000 vets a rrived  in  
W ashing ton; some le ft,  bu t m ost 
stayed.

F o r these tens o f thousands to 
come penniless across the coun try  
was possible on ly because eve ry
where they found the  masses 
ac tive ly  in sym pathy w ith  them. 
The unem ployed understood th a t 
the Bonus A rm y  was b reaking a 
path to  W ashington w h ich could 
la te r be fo llow ed by the unem 
ployed w ith  broader demands. The 
Bonus M archers had, besides, the 
m ora l a u th o r ity  o f men w ho ha’d 
risked th e ir  lives in  ba ttle , osten
s ib ly  fo r  a w orld  in w h ich they 
would be secure.

R A C E  B A R R IE R S  DO W N

Two slogans were especially 
popu lar among the veterans. They 
painted them crudely on signs, 
f re ig h t  cars, ja lop ies : “ Heroes o f 
1917 —  Bums o f 4932,”  “ We 
Fought fo r  Democracy —  W hat 
Did We G et? ”

U nder popu lar pressure c ity  
au tho ritie s  a long the road w e l
comed the vets, fed them  and 
housed them , and made money 
collections to help speed them on. 
The vets commandeered fre ig h t 
cars and coupled them  to  fa s t 
tra in s . They re linquished the 
tra in s  on ly  in re tu rn  fo r  state- 
owned trucks  w h ich  carried  them  
to the next state line.

N egro veterans were in many 
o f the contingents. In  some o f the 
Southern contingents, one saw-

som ething new: Negroes a rrived  
side by side w ith  w h ites  and lived 
w ith  them  in the shacks in  W ash
ing ton .

The spontane ity  w h ich  had 
created the M arch proved in 
adequate to create a leadership 
fro m  the ranks. Y e t tw o  decisive 
th ings  happened anyway. A ll 
tr ic k s  designed to ge t the vets 
ou t o f W ashington fa iled ; they 
stood pat. D u rin g  th e ir  las t weeks 
in W ashington, press reports  
showed no t on ly  add itiona l vet 
contingents on th e ir  way, bu t also 
groups o f unemployed non-ve t
erans m arch ing on W ashington. 
Had the Bonus A rm y  been pe r
m itted  to stay, i t  would have be
come the core o f a vast a rm y o f 
the unemployed occupying the 
cap ita l.

T h a t is w hy the governm ent 
decided on the desperate step o f 
d r iv in g  the Bonus A rm y  out by 
gun fire  and teargas.

B u t the Bonus A rm y  won its  
figh t. And i t  made popu lar the 
idea o f hunger marches on W ash
in g ton  and state cap ita ls to w in 
the demands o f the unemployed.

Soon enough the veterans o f 
th is  w a r w i l l  find themselves 
s tru g g lin g  fo r  bread. Then the 
lessons o f the Bonus M arch o f 
1932 w i l l  stand them  in  good 
stead.

Vote Trotskyist!
for

DOBBS & SIMPSON
In the Coming 

N. Y. ELECTIONS

No Equal Opportunities 
Under Profit System

To the average fa c to ry  w o rke r the alm ost com
plete f u t i l i t y  o f “ g e ttin g  ahead”  in  the fa c to ry  
is ve ry  obvious. He realizes th a t, except fo r  be
com ing a servile “ s tra w  boss,”  op p o rtu n ity  fo r  
advancement in to  the h ighe r sa lary  brackets is 
open on ly to  the chosen few  who arc bom  in to  the 
“ r ig h t ”  fam ilies . So, m any w orkers a ttem p t to 
be tte r the conditions o f th e ir  children by sacri
f ic in g  to educate them  fo r  various professions or 
h igher paid jobs. W e are to ld  th a t opportun ities  
fo r  such advancement are open to  every child 
born in th is  country . To dem onstrate how re a lity  
shows th is  s ta tem ent to  be a lie, le t us look in to  
(he process o f th is  education.

G enerally speaking, the fo llo w in g  p ic tu re  holds 
true  fo r  the engineering, teaching, medical and 
o ther professions, bu t le t us use the medical p ro 
fession as an example. The cost o f educating a 
boy to  become a physic ian, a f te r  he has graduated 
fro m  h igh school, is about $10,000. T h is  does not 
include loss o f the wages he would be earn ing i f  
employed du ring  the years he goes to  college 
and medical school. I t  costs about $1200 a year 
in  p riva te  schools. A  sm all num ber o f the students 
can go to state schools a t low er cost, bu t the ex
pense is s t i l l  $6,000 to $8,000, because liv in g  ex
penses, cost o f books, equipm ent, clothes, and the 
low er tu it io n  m ust s t i l l  be paid by the fa m ily .

How m any w o rke rs ’ fa m ilie s  can a ffo rd  to  g ive 
up the ea rn ing power o f th e ir  sons du rin g  the 
e igh t years o f tra in in g  ? A nd even i f  they could, 
how m any fam ilies  can lay  aside the $6,000 to 
$10,000 needed to pay fo r  the education ? A ga in  
the answer is obvious to  the average w o rke r—  
very, ve ry  few .

B u t before a man can go to m edical school be 
m ust be accepted by the school fo r  enro llm ent. 
Here he m ust overcome class, rac ia l, and na tion 
al pre judices. E ve ry  app lica tion  b lank fo r  med
ica l schools has questions in  i t  about race, creed, 
financia l status, n a tio n a lity  and w hether o r not 
any re la tives  o f the app lican t are doctors. Few 
schools adm it Negroes and a ll schools have quo
tas fo r  Jews, wh ich m ust no t be exceeded. The

average medical school accepts between 10 and 
20 percent o f a ll applicants, despite the fa c t th a t 
even in  norm al tim es there is a shortage o f 
physicians. S carc ity  o f doctors is m ain ta ined to 
insure be tte r incomes fo r  those a lready in  prac
tice.

Even i f  a man s trugg les th rough  the school 
years he m ust take fu r th e r  hosp ita l t ra in in g  as an 
in te rn  fro m  one to  f ive  years, w ith  p ra c tic a lly  
no sa lary. D u rin g  th is  tim e  he m ust be supplied 
w ith  clothes, recreation and o ther expenses by 
h is fa m ily . A g in g  parents o f a w ork ing-c lass 
boy, who are probably being th row n  on the 
scrap-heap by c a p ita lis tic  production, cannot f u r 
nish these th ings  to  the young doctor.

Some young w orkers t r y  to overcome these ob
stacles by w o rk in g  a fte r  school, by go ing h u ng ry  
and denying themselves th ings. A  few  succeed 
in g e ttin g  th rough . Too m any drop out, broken 
in  health  o r in s p ir its  and tu rn  th e ir  a tten tion  
to o ther fie lds.

This is the method o f education sponsored by 
the organized medical profession under the sys
tem o f “ free en terprise .”  I t  is a system th a t au
to m a tica lly  lim its  the supp ly  o f physicians, re 
gardless o f need, to keep up lu c ra tive  practices 
fo r  those already in  practice. I t  is a system th a t 
denies society the bene fit o f b r i l l ia n t  m inds o f 
w orkers, and rec ru its  its  doctors on ly  fro m  the 
m iddle class, some o f whom are f i t  fo r  the w ork  
and some o f whom are “ duds.”  The re a lly  w ea lthy  
seldom enter the professions because they do not 
need to earn a liv in g .

In  place o f such a system, socialism  o ffe rs  a 
method o f choosing doctors, engineers, teachers, 
and so fo rth , by exam inations open to a ll youths 
who desire to  take them, regardless o f class, 
color, race o r creed. I f  society can feed and care 
fo r  a co lt u n t il he is old and s trong  enough to 
p u ll a load, i t  can w e ll a ffo rd  to feed, clothe and 
educate its  you th  in a ll professions in govern
ment-owned schools u n t il i t  is  ready to  “ pu ll its  
load.”  O n ly under socialism  w il l  a ll ch ildren have 
an equal op p o rtu n ity  o f en te ring  those fie lds  of 
w o rk  fo r  w h ich they are best suited.

B ritis h  Labor V ic to ry  Spurs 
Senate Hearing On Jobs B il l

(Continued from page 1)

A ll  the w ay fro m  home you ’re dreading the job. I t ’s A ugust, 
and you ’re sweating, and everybody else on the bus is sw eating, 
and as you look ou t the  w indow  you can see fa t  men on the  streets 
ta k in g  o f f  th e ir  s tra w  hats and m opping the  sweat o f f  th e ir  
sh in ing  heads.

W hen you p u ll o f f  you r c lo th in g  in the locker room , i t  s ticks 
to you. I t ’s heavy and wet. The a ir  is heavy and wet, too, w ith  the 
stench o f bodies and o f the f i l th y  w o rk  clothes o f o the r men. 
You p u t on the  un de rsh irt fro m  you r locker and gag a l i t t le  as 
you d raw  i t  over y o u r head. I t ’s soggy and ra n k  w ith  yeste rday ’s 
sweat. C lothes never d ry  ou t in  th is  weather.

The m om ent you ge t up on the 
furnace flo o r, the heat h its  you and 
tr ie s  to  d rive  you back down the 
steps. The heat is hang ing lik e  a 
dense cloud over the flo o r. I t  is 
v ib ra tin g  in  the a ir  over the ru n 
ners. You suck the  heat down in to  
y o u r lungs, b u t i t  doesn’t  fee l as 
though you ’re re a lly  b rea th ing .

Over in the m ills , men are g r im ly  
ro llin g  the red -ho t m eta l and w ish 
ing  to  he ll q u it t in g  tim e  would 
come around so they could ge t ou t 
and down a couple o f cold beers.

In  the open hearths, the gangs 
are tend ing  the  furnaces and 
s tru g g lin g  to  breathe, hoping 
aga inst hope there  w on ’t  be any 
“ bad bo ttom s”  th a t w i l l  have to  be filled  up w ith  shovel a f te r  shovel 
fu l l  o f heavy “ black s tu f f . ”

Sw eat— A B y -P ro d u c t o f  M a n u fa c tu re
TJp on the b las t furnace you ’re drenched w ith  sweat. I t ’s not 

pe rsp ira tion . I t ’s no t the m o istu re  th a t ladies m ust guard  aga inst 
by us ing deodorants o r th a t gentlem en ge t on th e ir  brows when they 
p lay polo or g o lf. I t ’s sweat, the  age-old by-p roduct o f a l l m anu
fac tu re , the constant companion o f the w orker.

I t  f ills  up under the band o f you r ha t and stream s down you r 
face. I t  tr ic k le s  down y o u r chest and back. I t  flow s  fro m  you r 
a rm p its  and cascades down you r sides and goes creeping down you r 
th ighs, calves and ankles and in to  y o u r socks. You w ipe a w e t 
hand across y o u r forehead and shake a w e t spa tte r onto the flo o r, 
bu t i t ’s back aga in  ru n n in g  in to  you r eyes and down yo u r neck 
before you can fee l any re lie f. When you ’re  clean ing ou t a runne r 
the drops w i l l  pour o f f  you r face and h i t  the iro n  sides o f the place 
you ’re s tand ing  in and disappear in  a l i t t le  p u f f  o f steam.

Y ou r legs g ro w  weak. I t ’s ha rd  to  w a lk , and you ’re sure th a t 
i f  you stum ble, you ’l l  go f la t  on you r face and ju s t lie  the re  u n t il 
somebody hooks you up to  the crane and pu lls  you up again.

Y ou r head begins to  ache, and y o u r stomach hazes over w ith  
nausea. T h irs t ,  a deep and desperate th ir s t  penetrates you r whole 
body, bu t you t r y  n o t to  d r in k  too much w a te r, fo r  you ’ve seen 
you r buddies doubled up w ith  cramps. Besides, the m ore you d r in k  
the m ore you sweat.

H o tte r  T h a n  th e  S o u th  P a c if ic
A young colored fe llow , a veteran fro m  the South Pacific w ith  

three o r fo u r  years ’ service in  the jung les, sags lim p ly  aga inst the 
ra ilin g , w a te r ru n n in g  ou t o f every pore on his body.

You squeeze o u t a g r in  and ask h im , “ H o w  do you lik e  a b last 
fu rn a ce ? ”

He tr ie s  to  g r in  back, shakes his head. “ D on’t  like  i t ! ”
You fin ish up you r w o rk  and ge t you r lunch. The f r u i t  h its  the 

spot, bu t sandwiches and cake o r cookies taste  and fee l like  b lo tt in g  
paper. Even i f  you could ge t good food nowadays, i t  would taste 
the same.

The second and th ird  helpers are y e llin g  a t each other, ready 
to figh t. The cause? Some t r iv ia l  th in g  th e y ’l l  both fo rg e t in fifteen  
m inutes. The heat makes us a ll edgy.

You wonder i f  you o r anybody w i l l  collapse ( “ fa l l  o u t” ) today. 
No one has fo r  qu ite  aw hile , somehow. W ell, i t ’l l  come. W ho’l l  be  
the f irs t?

When the day ends, you ’re no good fo r  a n y th in g , dead tired , 
washed out, weak in  the legs. Y ou ’l l  be t ire d  tom orrow  when you 
come back. One n ig h t ’s res t is n ’t  h a lf  enough.

Cripes, w h a t w ou ldn ’t  you g ive to have an a ir-cond itioned office 
to w o rk  in  and a home on the lake!

ATOMIC BOMBS IMPERIL 
THE WHOLE OF MANKIND

(Continued from page 1)

they rea lize i t  w il l be no respec- 
to r o f boundaries. “ F ra n k ly  I 
am scared,”  w rite s  John W. 
Campbe-I, a physic is t, in  the lib 
era l PM . “ I ’m scared because 
I fe a r people w on ’t  fu l ly  rea lize 
tha t, fro m  th is  day on, w a r is 
im p ractica l. T h is  isn ’t  a  new 
bomb. I t ’s som eth ing th a t never 
was before. I t ’s the power to 
reach the stars and the power to 
k i l l  the human race.”

L IA R S  A T  W O R K
This “ lib e ra l”  lies in  h is teeth. 

W ar w i l l  never be “ im p ra c tica l”  
ss long as cap ita lism  is p e rm it
ted to  live . C ap ita lism , in its  
mad im p e ria lis t hun t fo r  p ro fits , 
w il l stop a t no th ing. Two w o rld  
wars have proved tha t.

The New Y ork  T im es lies when 
i t  declares: “ C iv iliz a tio n  and
hu m an ity  can now surv ive  on ly 
i f  there is a revo lu tion  in m an
k in d ’s p o litica l th in k in g .”

O thprs echo the tho ugh t when 
they assert th a t NO W  another 
w a r becomes “ un th inkab le .”  They 
said th a t a fte r  the f irs t  W orld  
W ar. Such soothing utterances 
are designed to befuddle the peo
ple and prevent them  fro m  ta k 
in g  the on ly  course which can 
now prevent the whole w orld  
fro m  destruction in a series of 
fie ry  holocausts, the road o f the 
Socia list revo lu tion .

The t ru th  is th a t ca p ita lis t im 
pe ria lism  and w a r are insepar
able. C ap ita lism  in its  decay and 
death agony cannot live  w ith o u t 
w ar. A l l  the wonders o f science 
and technology are a t the d is
posal o f the c r im in a l ru le rs o f 
society. They have not hesitated 
in the past to  em ploy the most

deadly weapons they could de
vise. N o r w ill they hesitate now 
or in the fu tu re  to use the dread
fu l a tom ic bomb to  ga in  th e ir  
ne farious ends.

A D IR E  W A R N IN G
To Wle w o rk in g  class o f A m e r

ica and a ll the w orld  th is  week’s 
events m ust be a las t d ire  w a rn 
ing. O nly the w o rk in g  class, 
u n it in g  w ith  i t  a ll the poor and 
oppressed o f c ity  and country , 
can destroy the  fou l ca p ita lis t 
system. U N LE S S  T H E Y  DO 
D ESTRO Y C A P IT A L IS M , CAP
IT A L IS M  W IL L  S U R E LY  D E 
STROY T H E M .

The w o rk in g  class rep ly  to th is  
new fiendish device m ust be a 
qu ickening o f the s tru g g le  to end 
cap ita lism  and establish a social
is t society in  which w a r w i l l  be 
banished fo re ve r and the g re a t 
wonders o f science devoted to  
the preservation and enrichm ent 
o f life .

By Theodore Kovalesky

B y  F ra n k  B ro w n
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Unionist Gives 
Views On Legion

(E d ito r ia l A‘o te : th e  M il i ta n t  publishes the fo llo w in g  in 
te rv iew  as the expression o f one p o in t o f v iew  as to  the best o r
gan isa tiona l m edium  through w hich the problems o f w o rk ing - 
class w ar veterans can be handled. We in v ite  a ll veterans to  make 
use o f the columns o f The M il i ta n t  fo r  the discussion o f veterans’ 
prob lem s.)

B y E v e ly n  A tw o o d

Last Saturday I met a trade union member of the American 
Legion. An AFL electrical machinist and a veteran of the first 
World War, he told me about his keen interest in veterans' prob
lems and the way in which members of the AFL hope to solve 
them through the American Legion.

■“ Some o f our A F L  union men' 
have been in  th is  w o rk  since 1925, 
long  before the C IO  was even 
dreamed o f,”  he began. “ Our 
m em bership in  the Legion since 
th a t tim e  has been la rg e ly  A F L  
veterans o f the la s t w ar. Today 
we estim ate th is  membership a t 
about 25,000 in  127 posts ou t o f 
14,000 posts in  the coun try . O ur 
U n ion  Labor Legionnaries has na
tio n a l headquarters a t 160 N. La 
Salle S treet, Chicago.

“ We operate as labo r members, 
a k ind  o f fac tio n  w ith in  the 
A m erian  Legion. N a tu ra lly , the 
reac tiona ry  elements in  the 
Legion are hostile  and do not 
welcome us, bu t w h a t can they  do 
about i t ? ”

LE G IO N  A  PO W ER
W hen asked w hy the A F L  chose 

to go in to  the Legion ra th e r than 
fo rm  a veterans’ o rgan iza tion  o f 
th e ir  own, he rep lied : “ Because 
the re ’s no use k id d in g  ourselves; 
i t ’s the b iggest and m ost power
fu l veterans’ o rgan iza tion  in  the 
w o rld .”  E xp la in in g  fu r th e r , he 
said: “ I f  we can organize the 
3,000,000 un ion is ts  o r more o f th is  
w a r in to  the labor posts o f the 
Legion, we can combat the  reac
t io n a ry  polic ies o f the vested in 
te rests .”

To show how w ealthy and well- 
organized the A m erican Legion 
is, he pointed o u t: “ There is at 
least $75,000,000 represented in 
th e ir  clubhouse posts th roughou t 
the coun try  now. They have 
w e lfa re  and many other depart
ments. The men in  charge are 
soldiers and tho rough ly  tra ined  
in  the w o rk  they do. The un its  
ru n  from  local, c ity , county, state 
up to  na tional. I t ’s a rea l ap
paratus.

“ Before th is  w a r the Legion 
had a m em bership o f about a 
m illio n . Now  they have 560,000 
new  soldiers ou t o f th is  w ar. 
T h a t’s ten tim es more than a ll the 
o th e r new ve te ran ’s organ izations 
p u t together. Today the re  are 
about 175 new veterans’ o rgan iza 
tions w ith  m emberships th a t 
range anywhere fro m  15 to  3,000. 
The on ly  o the r b ig  o rgan iza tion  
th a t can compare w ith  the Legion 
is  the Veterans o f F o re ign  W ars. 
T h is  had a membership o f about 
h a lf  a m illio n  before th is  w a r and 
nowr has grow n p robab ly to a 
m illio n .”

PRO G RESSIVES STR U G G LE
He argued: “ How could we 

possib ly bu ild  an apparatus like  
the  Le g ion ’s in  the tim e  th a t is 
needed to  do it?  I t  w ould requ ire  
years and years. In  the m eantime 
the Leg ion would be g ro w in g  a ll 
the  tim e  and be becoming more 
and more reactionary. I f  we are 
inside, as labo r members, we can 
counteract them. A s a m a tte r o f 
fa c t, the re  has a lw ays been a 
s trugg le  between the progressive 
and reac tiona ry  forces inside the 
Legion. I t ’s up to  us labo r mem
bers to  ge t in  there  and p itc h !”

A d m itt in g  th a t the Legion has 
com m itted notorious s tr ike -b rea k 
in g  actions, he sa id : “ Yes, tha t 
C entra lia  business d u rin g  the last 
w a r was p re tty  bad. Yet you m ust 
reipem ber th a t not a ll the posts 
are reactionary .

“ F o r example, take the  60 m il
lio n  jobs th a t W allace said we 
had to have. E verybody in W ash
ing ton  tho ugh t he was a 'long
ha ired id io t. B u t ou t in  W isconsin 
we have a post w h ich is showing 
how to  do it .  They say they w ill 
go to  a ll the business men in  the 
area whose w a r contracts are 
over and ask them : ‘A re  you 
go ing  to open up you r p lan ts  and 
make the th in g s  the people around 
here need and can’t  get, like  
bathtubs and re fr ig e ra to rs ? ’ I f  
not, th e y ’re go ing to  ask the gov
ernm ent to  open them  up to 
m anufacture  these th in g s .”

T H E  P R O F IT  M O T IV E
Here he in te rjec ted  sarcastic

a lly :  “ W e a ll know th a t business 
men don’t  make th in g s  because 
people need them. A l l  they are 
in terested in  is p ro fits . A nd  i f  
they can make more p ro fits  out 
o f m aking  perfum e o r s tu f f  like  
th a t they don’t  care i f  the peo-
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pie go w ith o u t bathtubs and 
re fr ig e ra to rs .”

The A F L  labo r posts, he in 
form ed me, are v igorous ly  an ti- 
J im  Crow. “ W e’re go ing to run 
a Negro in  our post in  the next 
election, i f  he w ill accept.”  This 
b rough t us to the subject o f 
R ankin and o ther J im  Crow 
members o f Congress. “ Sure they 
ta lk  like  fascists,”  he declared. 
“ B ut w hat are they doing in 
W ashington anyw ay? They’re 
elected by on ly a hand fu l o f peo
ple. The way to handle Rankin, 
B ilbo and th e ir crowd is to  get 
a real election down south.”

Com m enting on how he tho ugh t 
th is  could be done, he continued: 
“ I t ’s up to labor to  help them  get 
free  elections. Labor w i l l  have to 
go in  the re  and even spend some 
money to do it .  I f  necessary, pay 
the p o ll- ta x  costs so a ll the peo
ple can vote. Sure, I  know w h a t 
th a t means— a lo t o f us w i l l  get 
our bra ins bashed in . B u t th a t 
shouldn’t  stop us. The troub le  is 
the re  isn ’t  enough o f a labor 
movem ent down south to w ork  
w ith , bu t we could w o rk  w ith  
the sharecroppers’ organ izations 
which arc a lready set up .”

T H IN K  D IF F E R E N T L Y
We ta lked about the w a r and 

(he boys s t i l l  overseas in  Europe. 
“ Yes,”  he agreed, “ I  know w hy 
th e y ’re being kept over there. I 
ju s t hope p len ty  o f them  w ill be 
kep t there  so they  w il l  ge t to 
know w ha t the rea l score is. You 
know, we ge t le tte rs  fro m  the 
boys overseas. They ’re d iffe re n t 
from  the le tte rs  we w ro te  back in 
the la s t w a r. These boys th in k  
d iffe re n t ly  fro m  w h a t we did 
then, and fro m  w h a t a lo t  o f us 
th in k  even now.

“ They rem em ber the last w ar. 
They have som eth ing to  go by. 
M ost o f a ll they remember the 
depression, when the old man 
cou ldn 't get a job and ju s t sat 
around. M aybe the old lady could 
get a buck and a h a lf fo r  se rvan t’s 
w o r k . . .  O f course, some o f the 
boys are s t i l l  confused. They have 
to be educated. Even some o f the 
union boys.”

When he rem arked w ith  d isgust: 
“ The troub le  is they w rap  every
th in g  up in  th is  A m erican f la g  
business,”  I  asked: “ M ore than 
in the las t w a r? ”  He rep lied : 
“ Yes, I  th in k  so. F o r one th in g  
th e y ’ve learned how to  do i t  
be tte r, and then look a t the 
trem endous and po w erfu l p u b li
c ity  machine th e y ’ve g o t to  do 
i t  w ith .”

F E A R  O VERCO M E
B efo re  we concluded the in te r 

view , be re tu rned  to  the im 
mediate problem . “ O ur conference 
welcomes any veteran so long as 
he has a un ion card and is a 
member o f a bona fide labo r o r 
ganization . I t  took us a long tim e 
to  get to th is  po in t. In  the begin
n ing , the e lectrica l union was 
even a fra id  o f le tt in g  in  veterans 
fro m  o ther A F L  unions. B u t we 
fo u g h t th a t— we had to  break out 
o f th a t sectarian business. Then 
they were a fra id  to  le t in  CIO 
members. B u t a f te r  they le t a 
few  in and saw th a t i t  d idn ’t  tu rn  
our union upside down, they said: 
‘M aybe w e’ve been on the w rong  
tra c k  a ll a long.’ O ur top leader
ship has been a handicap in  th is  
a ll a long.”

P ra is ing  Ihe C IO ’s w ork, he 
rem arked : “ The CIO  is doing a 
good job, se ttin g  up veterans’ 
com m ittees in  a ll the shops and 
unions. T h e ir na tiona l body has 
at least 12 union leaders on it ,  
compared w ith  three a t the head 
o f ours. T h a t shows you the d i f 
ference! They have represen
ta tives from  a ll the  in te rna tiona l 
unions, auto, te x tile , rubber, o il, 
etc.”

Sailor Gets Glimpse 
Of Colonial Slavery

Yussef was a sm all, wizened 
fe llow , like  m ost o f the Ind ians 
I ’d met.

O f course, there  is a theory, 
a B r it is h  colon ia l theo ry  no 
doubt, th a t Ind ians are by nature 
undersized. B u t I  had a chance 
to see fo r  m yse lf. I t  was in  
Bombay a t the end o f the m on
soon season and tens o f thousands 
o f the people were flo c k in g  to 
the seashore in  th e ir  b e a u tifu lly  
colored sarees and Sunday-bests 
to toss coconuts in to  the Ind ian 
Ocean as a n  o ffe r in g  o f thanks 
to  the monsoon fo r  its  having 
died down.

There you could see Ind ians 
fro m  every province o f the land, 
a ll w ith  th e ir  own devia tion in 
dress, in  co iffu re , in  the color 
and fo ld  o f the saree— and you 
could te ll by the bu ild  o f the 
people w hethe r th e ir  province 
had fed them  w e ll o r not.

S T U D Y  IN  CO NTRASTS
The P un jab is  were husky. 

Those fro m  the northw este rn  
fro n t ie r  were b ig  and strong. 
I t  so happens th a t in  those 
provinces food is more p le n tifu l 
than elsewhere. The Parsees were 
w e ll rounded ou t and seemed fa r  
more energetic than the  scrawny 
south Ind ians. A s you m ig h t 
expect, the Parsees are a m er
chant class, w h ile  the south 
Ind ians are the poorest o f the 
poor.

B u t Yussef was fro m  C a lcutta , 
a seaman and a d ilig e n t w orker. 
You could te ll by the w ay he 
dusted and polished the o ffice rs ’ 
saloon, his hu rried  movements, 
and the a tten tion  he gave to  his 
m enial job, as i f  i t  was a ll-  
im p o rta n t th a t the brass and 
mahogony should dazzle the  eye.

There wras a spacious glassed- 
in  bookcase in  the saloon, mess, 
and one o f the books th a t  caught 
m y eye was “ The Iro n  Heel”  by 
Jack London. I  po in ted ou t the 
book to  Y usse lf and said: “ T h is  
is a ve ry  good book.”

I H E  “ M A S T E R S ”
“ You w an t th is  book?”  he said.
“ No. F o r you ,”  I said. “ Can 

you read E n g lis h ? ”
“ Yes, I  read.”
“ W ell then, take th is  book and 

read i t . ”
Yussef sm iled a t m y ignorance. 

“ T h is  book is no t fo r  me. M aster 
don’t  lik e  fo r  me to  take the 
books.”

B y “ m aster”  he m eant the of-

B y  A  Seam an

ficers. Though th is  was a Dutch 
ship they were the on ly  D u tch
men aboard. The men who did 
the w o rk  were Indians.

Before long Yussef and I  were 
deep In fr ie n d ly  conversation, 
discussing wages and conditions 
man to  ’man, and he to ld  me 
about his fa m ily  back in C a l
cu tta , his w ife , his fo u r  children, 
his s is te r and her ch ildren, his 
m other and his in -law s—-all o f 
whom  he was obliged to keep 
a live  on n ine ty  rupees a m onth, 
th ir t y  do lla rs in  our money, 
w h ich is a ll his Dutch bosses 
paid h im  fo r  tw e lve  hours o f 
w o rk  per day, seven days in  the 
week.

Then the Dutch s t e w a r d  
stepped in to  the saloon mess, and 
Yussef broke o f f  a sentence and 
turned s w if t ly  to  h is ' w o rk , as 
i f  he had never had a w ord w ith  
me.

L IK E A B L E  F E L L O W
The steward seemed to be a 

likeab le fe llo w  and we go t 
acquainted. Before long he had 
pie in his focsle, o ffe red me a 
cushioned seat and a pack o f 
c igare ts. Then he began to 
ho lle r: “ Boy! B o y !”

Yussef showed up in s ta n tly .
“ Coffee fo r  tw o ! R ig h t aw a y !”
In  a m om ent Yussef b rough t 

coffee and sugar and cream. He 
set each item  down w ith  the 
u tm ost care, each in its  p roper 
place, down to  the frae tio n  o f 
an inch. A nd I  mean exactly  
th a t. Yussef noticed th a t m y 
teaspoon was no t set a t a pe rfect 
r ig h t-a n g le  w ith  m y body and 
ve ry  d e ftly  he s tra igh ted  it.

“ You can go now,”  said the 
steward.

Yussef le ft.
The steward and I  sat there 

s ip p in g  coffee and ta lk in g  over 
the w o rld  s itua tion . “ Do you 
know  w ha t w i l l  come nex t in  
E u ro pe ?”  he asked. “ I ’l l  te ll you 
w hat. Communism. The people 
in  Europe w on’t  stand i t  any 
more. You A m ericans don’t  
know, bu t you can believe me. 
I  have lived in  Europe, a ll over

Europe, and you w il l  see they 
w i l l  have a revo lu tion  over there. 
I t  w i l l  come fro m  the trenches, 
th a t ’s where. Communism is born 
in  the trenches.”

“ Y our Queen W ilh e lm ina  w on’t  
like  th a t, w i l l  she?”  I asked.

“ The Queen ? Who th in ks  about 
the Queen ? To he ll w ith  the 
Queen!”

“ A nd w ha t about the Dutch 
em p ire? ”

W H A T  R IG H T ?
Here the steward lowered his 

yoiee im pressive ly, t r y in g  hard  to 
make me understand: “ Look here, 
w ha t r ig h t  have we to  th is  
em pire? None! These people don’t 
lik e  us, and they are r ig h t.  They 
w an t th e ir  freedom , w hy shouldn’t 
they  have it?  Take Ind ia . Now 
I ’ve been fo r  m any years in 
Ind ia . These people are sm art, 
they are cu ltu red , they have wise 
tra d itio n s  and philosophies. W hy 
should the B rit is h e rs  ru le  them  ? 
They don’t  lik e  the B r it is h . Do 
you know  how m any people 
starved to  death in  the past tw o 
years r ig h t  under the eyes o f 
the B ritish e rs?  Ten m illio n ! Just 
th in k , ten m il l io n !”

“ I t  seems to me,”  I  said, “ th a t 
w ha t you w an t is a socia lis t 
w o rld .”

“ And w h a t is w rong  w ith  a 
socia list w o rld?  Boy! B o y !”

Yussef came runn ing .
“ Take m y u n ifo rm  and g ive i t  

a good brush ing, and take m y 
shoes, too .”

Yussef obeyed and was about 
to leave the focsle when the 
s tew ard called: “ B o y !”  Yussef 
tu rned around. “ Give them  a 
good brushing, I ’m go ing out 
ton igh t. I ’l l  be ready in  h a lf an 
hour.”

M IS E R A B L E  H A B IT S
Yussef stood fo r  an in s ta n t in 

the doorway, the u n ifo rm  in  one 
hand, the shoes in  the other. He 
stood like  an autom aton, w ith o u t 
fee ling , w ith o u t expression, w ith 
ou t in d iv id u a lity . A n  hour before, 
when I  chatted w ith  him , he was 
a man, a person w ith  fo r ty - fiv e  
years o f liv in g  behind him . Now  
lie was a “ bo y !”

A t  th a t m om ent I  wondered 
how manyr o f us, Am erican w o rk 
ers, who have fine ideas about 
freedom  and eq ua lity— how many 
c f  us le t the m iserable ca p ita lis t 
hab its  hold sway over our da ily  
lives, especially when we meet 
the  colored w orker.

REPO RT ON T H E  R U S S IA N S . B y W . L. W h ite . H a rcou rt, Brace 
and Co., New Y o rk , 1945. 309 pp. $2.50.

W h ite  trave led  w ith  E ric  Johnston, president o f the U n ited  
States Cham ber o f Commerce, on a m uch-publicized t r ip  to the 
Soviet U n ion la s t year. H is  “ re p o r t”  has aroused a storm  o f

<S>-----------------------------------------c ritic ism .
A c tu a lly , w ha t is the quarre l 

about? I t  bo ils down to the 
question o f w h a t i t  is d ip lo m atic 
a lly  correct to say about S ta lin 
ism a t (he present tim e. “ U n 
t im e ly . . .  m ost inopportune”  is 
the c r it ic s ’ theme. I I .  Hansen o f 
the N . Y. W orld  - Telegram  
deplores i t  “ a t th is  delicate stage, 
when every A m erican ought to 
consider h im se lf a m em ber o f the 
State D epartm ent.”

U N Q U A L IF IE D  A D U L A T IO N
M ost in d ig na n t is the S ta lin is t 

o ffic ia ldom  in  the S oviet U nion. 
They have recovered fro m  the 
panicky fe a r wh ich drove them 
in to  th e ir  fu t i le  pact w ith  H itle r . 
F ille d  w ith  an arrogance based 
upon the g re a t v ic to ries  o f the 
Red A rm y , they  are in no mood 
fo r  a n y th in g  b u t unqualified 
adulation . W h ite  has allowed 
h im se lf the sneering and con
descending tone o f the equally 
a rro ga n t A m erican B ig  Business 
class.

He loses no o p p o rtu n ity  to 
sneer a t “ Communism.”  To com
pare liv in g  conditions, c lo th ing  
and complexions in  Moscow to 
day, w ith  U n ited  States condi
tions today, is p ro o f enough fo r  
h im  th a t cap ita lism  is best. He 
passes l ig h t ly  over the te rr ib le  
sacrifices o f the Russian peasants 
and w orkers  in  the w ar. He 
th in k s  Len ingrad  and S ta ling rad  
d idn ’t  s u ffe r  as much as London.

RESPECTS PO W ER
The S ta lin is ts  gave them  a 

series o f lav ish  banquets. In  w a r
tim e  Russia, ridden by fam ine, 
th is  ostentatious d isp lay  o f lu x u 
ry  is the m ark  o f the priv ileged  
ru lin g  caste. In  th e ir  offices, th e ir  
homes, th e ir  food and th e ir  c lo th 
ing , these pa ras itic  o ffic ia ls  are 
described as hav ing  the  best. 
Johnston and the others grew  
sick o f champagne and caviar, 
endless m eat and fish courses. 
M eanwhile, in  the c ity  streets and 
in  the fac tories , they were s truck 
by the  sa llow  faces.

B u t W h ite ’s superfic ia l, m iddle- 
class m ind has a g re a t respect fo r  
people who have achieved per

sonal power and success. Con
sequently, h is p ic tu re  o f the 
S ta lin is t bureaucrats is respect
fu l enough. Both he and Johnston 
fe lt  a t ease w ith  these ru th less 
men— even i f  no t w ith  the  econ
omic system, set up in  October, 
1917 by the Russian Revolution.

F o r example M ikoyan , described 
as an “ in tim a te  o f S ta lin , Peo
p le ’s Com m issar o f F ore ign 
T rade.”  Johnston re tu rn s  from  
the K re m lin  ve ry  much impressed 
by M ikoyan. “ H ig h ly  in te llig e n t. 
H e’d be p rom inen t in  any coun
try .  In  Am erica  he’d be a b ig  
businessman o r in d u s tr ia lis t. I  
to ld  h im  tha t. He s e e m e d  
pleased”  (p. 24).

Long  ago T ro ts k y  in  his w a it
ings exposed and lashed the p o li
t ic a l ty ra n n y  in  the present Soviet 
U nion. T ro ts k y  paid fo r  th is  
lo y a lty  to  the w o rk in g  class w ith  
his life .

W h ite  records it ,  too, b u t when 
they meet one o f the  men 
responsible . . . “ W e a ll liked 
Popkov (head o f the Leningrad 
Soviet) . . .  He is  tough b u t th is  
is a tough c o u n try . . . These 
com bination c ity -m a n a g e r-L itt le  
Caesar types are the on ly  ones 
w’ho can handle i t ”  (p. 109).

T H E  S M A R T  K U Z N E T S O V
He describes the d ic ta to rsh ip  

over labor, and they meet the 
bureaucra t in  charge. “ The head 
o f the vdiole th in g  was a very 
sm art m an o f fo r ty - th re e  called 
Kuznetsov. He was re a lly  keen 
(p. 1 9 8 ) . . .  I  th o u g h t he was 
h ig h ly  in te llig e n t and com plete ly 
sincere”  (p. 202).

They a rrived  in S iberia  to be 
en terta ined by M ichael K a lug in , 
secre tary o f the Com m unist 
P a rty .

K a lu g in ’s house would be “ in 
d is tingu ishab le  fro m  the g reat 
estates o f the  w ea lthy  New Y o rk  
fam ilies  w h ich line  the Hudson. 
I t  has an equa lly  la rge  s ta f f  o f 
servants. The rooms are as large, 
as clean and as lu xu rio u s ”  
(p. 238). I t  had a p r iva te  ba th ing 

p ier, tennis cou rt w ith  flood lig h ts  
and vo lleyba ll courts.

A t  an en te rta inm en t on a boat,

K a lug in  m otions to  h is men to 
stand by the ra il,  so th a t a couple 
o f dancers v ron’t  accidenta lly 
w h ir l overboard. Johnston then 
te lls  W h ite , “ He looks a fte r  his 
people. A  rea l leader a lw ays does 
th a t in  any coun try . A nd he’s 
one”  (p. 244).

T H E  W O R KER S D IE D
In  sp ite  o f the su ffe rin gs  o f 

the past q u a rte r o f a cen tu ry , in 
spite o f the tragedy o f S ta lin is t 
m isru le , the Russian w orkers and 
peasants believed th a t th e ir  
system was w o rth  dy in g  fo r— and 
did so. W ith  m illio ns  o f th e ir  lives 
they ground down and destroyed 
the troops and a llies o f German 
cap ita lism .

W hite  understands no th ing  o f 
th is  k ind  o f m orale. 1-Ie th in ks  
geography, the size o f Russia, 
won fo r  them . He b it te r ly  con
demns th e ir  system o f public 
ownership and praises the system 
of p riva te  p ro fit. How-ever, about 
S ta lin .

“ I  happen to believe th a t S ta lin  
is a g re a t man, who has guided 
R u s s i a  w ith  an in s tin c tive  
w isdom ”  (p. 161).

L a te r on we see w hy. Because 
S ta lin  and his associates have 
turned aga inst the demand o f the 
w o rk in g  class fo r  abo lition  o f 
w o rld  cap ita lism .

Reviewed by C hris  Andrew s

N O T IC E
The National Educational 

Department of the Socialist 
Workers Party is anxious to 
secure the following literature 
in English, German, French or 
Russian:

Theses of the first 3 con
gresses of the Communist In 
ternational.

A ll copies of the magazine 
“The Communist International” 
of 1922 in which articles by 
Zinoviev appear.

Zinoviev’s writings on the 
Italian Socialist Party, Jan- 
uary-July Inprecorr.

I f  you can give, loan or sell 
these to the National Office, 
please write to:

Charles Carsten 
National Educational 
Director, SWP 
116 University Place, 
New York 3, N . Y.

Miners Thank 
SWP For Support 
To Wm. Patterson

C L E V E L A N D , O., Aug. 5 —  
The Cleveland Branch o f the 
Socia list W orkers  P a rty , which 
passed a reso lu tion  demanding 
the pardon o f W illia m  Patterson, 
f ir s t  v ic tim  o f the S m ith-C onna lly  
a n ti-s tr ik e  law , has received a 
le tte r  o f thanks from  P atte rson ’s 
local union.

The le tte r, on the s ta tio ne ry  o f 
L’n ited M ine W orke rs ’ Local 2399, 
reads:

“ The members o f Local Union 
2399, R icheyv ille , Pa. extend to 
you, the Socia list W orkers  P a rty , 
th e ir  thanks fo r  ass is ting  us in 
th is  f ig h t to  free  a b ro ther, W il
liam  Patterson, who was u n ju s tly  
dealt w ith  under the Sm ith- 
Connally A c t. T hank ing  you again 
and hoping fo r  his im m ediate 
pardon.

Joseph Z ibu ida 
Recording Secretary

Briggs Local Aids 
Railroaded Miner

D E T R O IT , M ich., J u ly  23 — 
S upport fo r  W illia m  Patterson, 
m ilita n t m ine w o rke r who was 
im prisoned as the f irs t  v ic tim  o f 
the an ti - labo r S m ith  - Connally 
A c t, was voted yesterday by a

W IL L IA M  P A TTE R S O N

membership m eeting o f B rig g s  
Local 212, U n ited  A u to  W orkers, 
CIO.

The reso lu tion , p o in tin g  to  the 
danger fo r  the whole labor move
ment in  the im prisonm en t o f 
Patterson, demands fu l l  and com
plete p res iden tia l pardon fo r  h im  
and calls fo r  the repeal o f the 
S m ith-C onna lly  A c t, as a “ deadly 
menace to  the m ost basic r ig h t  
o f labor, the r ig h t  to  s tr ik e .”

Copies o f the reso lu tion  were 
directed to  P a tte rson ’s local, 
U M W  Local 2399, to  the In 
te rna tion a l Executive Board o f 
the U A W , the C IO , and the  press.

S T U D Y  T H E  RECORD

W ith  the recent exposure o f 
the fa ls ity  o f the c la im  o f “ m ix 
ed u n its ”  having been opened up 
by E isenhower on the European 
fro n t, we are once aga in  rem ind 
ed th a t the vic ious system o f 
J im  Crow has been r ig id ly  ad
hered to by the arm ed forces in 
the w a r fo r  “ democracy.”  L e t the 
tw e n ty -s ix  N egro organ izations 
w h ich sent out a proc lam ation  to 
both parties previous to the p rim  
aries again reconvene and study 
the record to see i f  e ithe r o f the 
tw o m a jo r pa rties  o r any o f th e ir  
henchmen have fo u g h t in  Con
gress to abolish segregated un its  
;n the A rm y  —  a prerequis ite  
which they agreed wras necessary 
i f  these parties were to deserve 
our support!

M oreover, both ca p ita lis t p a r
ties un ited to k i l l  o ther progress
ive proposals and are now find 
in g  common ground in  th e ir  plan 
to smash the unions and perse 
cute the m il ita n t workers th rough  
the B a ll-B u rto n -H a tch  B ill.

The reason, o f course, as has 
been pointed out a ll th rough  the 
w a r by The M ilita n t, th a t th ings 
happen th is  w ay is because no 
ca p ita lis t p o lit ic ia n  regard less o f 
how good h is in te n tio n  m ay be 
can defy the pressure o f the rea l 
owner o f both pa rties, wh ich is 
B ig  Business. Segregation and 
d isc rim in a tio n  o f Negroes, being 
in Am erica  a ve ry  necessary 
weapon fo r  the em ployers in th e ir  
e f fo r t  to  d ivide the w orkers and

C O N Q U E R O R S  SLICE 
G E R M A N Y  IN T O  BITS

(Continued fro m  page 1)

th e ir  equipm ent removed a t w ill 
by the conquerors.

P aragraph  18 o f the com
m unique says th a t “ paym ent o f 
repara tions should leave enough 
resources to  enable the German 
people to subsist w ith o u t ex te rna l 
assistance.”  T h is  is the  fu tu re  
w h ich lias been arranged fo r  the 
masses o f G erm any— subsistence 
level o f liv in g , o r in  o th e r words, 
sem i-sta rvation.

In  add ition  to  a ll th is , German 
in dus try , which form ed the heart 
o f the economy o f Europe, is to 
be placed in  a s tra it ja c k e t o f 
s t r ic t  con tro l wh ich can on ly 
resu lt in  low ering  the already 
a p p a llin g ly  low liv in g  standards 
o f the European people s t i l l  
fu rth e r.

N o t on ly  is the production  o f 
arm s, am m un ition  and o th e r im 
plem ents o f w a r to be “ proh ib ited  
and prevented,”  bu t the same is 
to app ly  to a n y th in g  fa ll in g  
w ith in  the de fin ition  o f “ w ar 
po ten tia l.”  No ships o r a irp lanes 
are to- be produced. “ P roduction 
o f m etals, chemicals, m ach inery 
and o ther item s th a t are d ire c tly  
necessary to  a w a r economy sha ll 
be r ig id ly  con tro lled  and re s tr ic t
ed to G erm any’s approved post
w a r peacetime needs. . .  Produc
tive  capacity no t needed fo r  pe r
m itted  production sha ll be re 
moved in  accordance w ith  the 
repara tions p lan recommended by 
the A l l i e d  Commission on 
Reparations and approved by the 
governm ents concerned, o r i f  not 
removed, sha ll be destroyed.”

S E T T IN G  T H E  L IM IT S
The standard o f l iv in g  o f the 

German people under th is  op
pressive p lan is c le a rly  envisaged 
in the communique, w hich, w h ile  
speaking about a “ subsistence”  
level, declares th a t the economic 
s trang u la tion  o f the coun try  sha ll 
no t go beyond lim its  “ essential 
to  m a in ta in  in Germ any average 
liv in g  standards no t exceeding 
the average o f the standards o f 
l iv in g  o f European countries. 
(European countries means a ll 
European countries exc lud ing the 
U n ited  K ingdom  and the U S S R .)”

When one considers th a t aver
age liv in g  standards in  Europe

even before the  w ar were 
m iserably low, i t  is no t d iff ic u lt  
to im agine w hat is in  store fo r  
the German masses. The A llie d  
conquerors, not content w ith  
having reduced Europe to  a 
shambles, are now determ ined to 
push its  peoples over (he abyss 
o f barbarism  by a r t if ic ia lly  check
in g  its  economic recovery.

A nd  once again there is to  be 
a h a rro w in g  exodus o f people 
fro m  various countries because of 
red raw n boundaries. Germans who 
had settled in  Poland, Czecho
slovakia and H u ng a ry  are to  be 
uprooted and expelled. Forced 
back in to  a considerably narrowed 
Germ any, they can o n ly  add to 
the  c o u n try ’s economic d i f 
ficu lties . The Potsdam com
m unique emphasizes, however, 
th a t these un fo rtuna tes  are to  be 
uprooted and expelled in  “ an 
o rd e rly  and humane m anner.”

L IE  OF G E R M A N  G U IL T
The p reda to ry , ba nd it- like  a r 

rangem ents fo r  G erm any are, o f 
course, predicated upon the hoary 
lie  o f the g u ilt  o f the  whole Ger
man people fo r  the f r ig h t fu l w a r 
in  Europe. The Germans are to 
be hum ilia ted , robbed and v i r 
tu a lly  enslaved so th a t, in  the 
words o f the  communique, they 
m ay be convinced “ th a t they have 
suffe red a  to ta l m il ita ry  defeat 
and th a t they cannot escape 
resp on s ib ility  fo r  w h a t they have 
b ro ug h t upon themselves, since 
th e ir  own ru th less w a rfa re  and 
the fa n a tic a l N az i resistance have 
destroyed German economy and 
made chaos and s u ffe r in g  in 
ev itab le .”

On the ve ry  day the com
m unique was issued, a U n ited 
Press dispatch fro m  B e rlin  stated 
th a t “ nine ou t o f ten Germans in  
the cap ita l o f the T h ird  Reich 
in s is t th a t they were v ic tim ized  
by the  H it le r  reg im e and are not 
responsible.”  E ve ry  in te llig e n t 
person knows th is  to  be the 
essential tru th . The mass opposi
tio n  o f the German w ork ing-c lass 
to  H itle r is m , the heroic e f fo r ts  o f 
the Germ an w orkers to  prevent 
the N azis fro m  com ing to  power, 
is alone su ffic ie n t p ro o f o f the 
assertion.

The Germ an people in  the mass 
were am ong H it le r ’s p rinc ip a l

FEPC Folds Up 
In Deep South

The New Orleans regional 
office of the Fair Employment 
Practices Commission is going 
out of business. Whatever good 
it may have done is now com
pletely erased. Colored workers 
are deprived of even the hope 
of government intervention in 
their favor. And in that area, 
they are subject to universal 
Jim Crow. “The FEPC is fold
ing its tent in the deep south,” 
as the N. Y. Times says, be
cause of the big slicing the 
commission’s budget took in the 
recent action of Congress.

The Stalinist Daily Worker 
hailed the new and smaller 
FEPC funds as a “victory for 
the rights of Negroes, Jews and 
Mexicans,” etc. . . This is the 
fruit of one more Stalinist 
victory.

set them  aga inst one other, w i l l  
never be abolished as long as the 
governm ent is in  con tro l o f c ithe r 
the Republican o r Dem ocratic 
representatives o f cap ita lism .

LA B O R  P A R T Y  N E E D E D
W hen we understand the econ

omic basis o f the phenomenon o f 
rac ia l hatred and ra c ia l oppress
ion, we cannot fa i l  to  see how 
necessary is an Am erican labor 
p a rty  based on the trade unions 
before we can take the f irs t  p o li
t ic a l step tow ard  eq u a lity  and 
in te r-ra c ia l f ra te rn ity .  W e have 
seen w hat g re a t advances the 
Negro w o rke r has made in  the 
field o f wages because o f the u n 
ions. T h in k  w h a t th is  un ion 
movement could do tow ards g a in 
in g  concessions in  the legal fie ld  
i f  i t  extended its  s trugg le  to the 
p o litica l arena and ran  its  own 
candidates instead o f he lp ing  
elect “ friends  o f la b o r”  fro m  the 
c a p ita lis t camp!

I f  we had a successful labo r 
p a r ty ' here w h ich  would remove 
cvei) heavy in d u s try  fro m  the 
hands o f the b ig  pro fiteers  we 
would be au tom atica lly  s tr ik in g  
n body b low  a t those u ltra -re a c 
tio n a ry  forces w h ich support the 
H ears t press, the p o ll- ta x  con
gressmen, the K u  K lu x  K la n  and 
s im ila r  N e gro -h a tin g  o rgan iza
tions. We would w ipe ou t by 
th is  labo r p a r ty  v ic to ry  those 
heavy in d u s tria lis ts  who now 
plan to de feat the  com ing labor 
upsurges by im posing an A m e ri
can brand o f fasc ism  on a ll the 
people by s e ttin g  up the N egro 
as a scapegoat who m ust be ex
term inated .

E V E R Y T H IN G  TO G A IN
Therefore, fo r  se lf-p reserva

tion , as w e ll as fo r  ob ta in ing  
more o f the good th ings  in  life , 
the Negro people have eve rth ing  
to ga in  by the fo rm a tio n  and 
v ic to ry  o f a labor p a r ty  in  A m e r
ica. Negro w orkers o fte n  ask 
w h a t they can do now in  the  
s trugg le  fo r  Socialism  which w i l l  
b r in g  u ltim a te  eq ua lity . The 
tig h t fo r  a labo r p a r ty  is a pe r
fec t answer to  th is  urge. O f 
course, cap ita lism  m ust be abo
lished and a socia lis t society 
constructed, bu t ce rta in ly  a p a r ty  
of labo r w ith  even the lim ite d  
goals o f the B r it is h  Labor P a rty  
would be a g re a t step tow ard  th a t 
goal.

The ones who m ust take the 
lead fo r  the m in o ritie s  so badly 
oppressed under the present sys
tem  are the Negro trade  un ion
ists. T h e ir job is to  expose the 
be traya ls  o f the tw o  ca p ita lis t 
pa rties and ca ll fo r  the bu ild in g  
o f a real independent labo r p a rty . 
The tim e  to  s ta r t on th is  job  is 
now.

v ic tim s. H it le r ’s best frien ds  were 
the ve ry  A llie d  im p e ria lis ts  who 
now seek to impose a draconian 
“ peace”  on the  German nation . 
A no the r o f H i t le r ’s good frien ds  
was S ta lin , who helped H it le r  to 
power by h is be traya l o f the 
German revo lu tion .

A  M IL E S T O N E
I t  can be said w ith  c e rta in ty  

th a t the carv ing -up  o f G erm any 
carried  ou t by the “ B ig  Three”  in  
the name o f “ peace,”  w i l l  sow the 
dragon ’s tee th o f m ore w ars, ju s t 
as did the T re a ty  o f V ersa illes. 
W ith  equal c e rta in ty  i t  can be 
predicted th a t the w o rkers  o f 
Germ any and a ll Europe w i l l  not 
subm it to  the  A llie d  reg im e o f 
s ta rva tio n  and repression.

In  its  own way, and in due tim e, 
the T r ip a r t i te  Conference o f 
B e rlin  w i l l  appear as a m ilestone 
in the f ig h t to  end the b ru ta l 
ca p ita lis t system and establish a 
Socia lis t U n ited  States o f Europe.

Negroes Need a Labor Party

The recent victory of the Labor Party in Britain serves 
to recall and to reemphasize the great stake that all workers, 
especially Negro workers, have in the building of a real Labor
Party in this country.

S uffic ien t tim e  has now elapsed 
rince the 1944 elections to v e r ify  
the fa c t th a t ne ithe r o f the m a
jo r  p o lit ic a l parties deserved the 
support o f the  Negro workers. 
We have seen both Republicans 
and Dem ocrats un ite  to  k i l l  the 
F a ir  E m ploym ent Practices Com
m ittee  and then, iro n ica lly , “ g ive ”  
i t  enough money to have i t  ca r
ried to the graveyard and buried. 
In  th is  w a r fo r  p ro fits  which is 
supported by both parties we 
have seen the few  token advance
ments given to  Negroes over
w h e lm ing ly  counter-balanced by 
ie rro r iz a tio n  o f N egro soldiers 
by c iv ilians  and un ju s t convic
tions and sentencings by the m il i
ta ry .
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F A R R E L L  DOBBS

DOBBS HAILS 
VICTORY OF 

BRITISH LABOR

F o llo w in g  is the text o f 
the speech delivered b y  F a rre ll 
Dobbs, T ro tsky is t candidate  
fo r  M a y o r o f New York, at 
the meeting held in  Webster 
H a ll, N ew  York, on August 3 
and reported in  th is issue.

The B r it is h  Labor P a r ty ’s 
e lectora l v ic to ry  is a w o rld 
shaking event. I t  w i l l  cause 
s ig n if ic a n t repercussions in A m er 
ica, and r ig h t  here in  New Y o rk  
C ity . A  d ram atic  example has 
been sot by the B r it is h  w o rk in g  
class fo r  the w orkers o f New 
Y o rk  to  fo llo w  in  the c ity  elec
tions next November.

W orkers in B r ita in  and the 
U n ited  States face the same 
essential problems. Frozen wages, 
■runaway prices and the black 
m arke t have slashed deeply in to  
th e ir  standard o f liv in g . Unem 
p lo ym e n t-and  a s ta rva tio n  dole 
loom g r im ly  before the workers 
as w a r production is curta iled.

IG N O R E  W O R K E R S ’ N E E D S
C a p ita lis t po litic ian s  in  both 

B r ita in  and A m erica jealously 
guard  on ly  the in terests o f the 
p ro fit-g ree dy  bosses. C yn ica lly  
they ignore the needs o f the 
w o rk in g  class. A t  m ost they toss 
the w orkers a crum b, w h ile  
fash ion ing  new police measures 
fo r  acts o f repression aga inst the 
to il in g  masses.

W hether i t  be a C hurch ill or 
an  O ’D w yer o r a Goldstein, th is  
is th e ir  consistent, basic po licy— 
ric h  swag fo r  the bosses; crumbs 
and police .. iu s fo r  the workers.

The B r it is h  w orkers  drew the 
correct conclusion fro m  these 
fac ts . They forced th e ir  leaders 
to  break the coa lition  w ith  the ' 
ca p ita lis t po litic ians. They kicked 
C hurch ill ou t and swept the L a 
bor P a rty  in to  power.

B IR D S  OF a  F E A T H E R
The B r it is h  Labor P a rty  leaders 

are l i t t le  d iffe re n t from  ou r owu 
p a r tic u la r  brand o f labo r skates 
in  th is  country. A ttle e , Bevin and 
the rest, in  coa lition  w ith  the 
Tories, acted ju s t as M u rra y  and 
Green and H illm a n  and the S ta lin 
is ts  have been acting  in th is  
Country. The d iffe rence  between 
ihe p o lit ic a l s itua tion  here and in 
B r ita in  is th a t the B r it is h  w o rk 
ers have forced th e ir  leaders to 
break w ith  the c a p ita lis t p o li
tic ians  and have thus acted as 
an independent p o lit ic a l force.

Here in  New Y o rk  there is also 
a labo r p a rty  movement. B u t 
r ig h t  now i t  is a ve ry  sick move
ment. I t  has been betrayed by its  
leaders. The Social - Democrats 
and the S ta lin is ts  have s p lit  the 
New Y o rk  labo r p a r ty  movement 
in  an unprinc ip led  s trugg le  to 
dom inate it .

N e ithe r o f these sets o f tra ito rs  
can a tte m p t to  ju s t i fy  th e ir  
c r im in a l actions by pre tend ing to 
f ig h t fo r  rea l independent w o rk 
in g  class p o lit ic a l action.

W H IT E W A S H  GANGS
Because both the S ta lin is t- 

H illm an-dom ina ted  Am erican L a 
bo r P a rty  and the Socia-Demo- 
cra tic -con tro lled  L ib e ra l P a rty  
are sup po rting  ca p ita lis t p o li
t ic ia ns  in  the New Y o rk  C ity  
election, both o f these sets o f 
m isleaders are lend ing a pro tec
tiv e  covering to  the c a p ita lis ts ’ 
vic ious tw o -p a rty  system.

One gang tr ie s  to w hitewash 
the Dem ocratic p o lit ic a l agents o f 
W a ll S treet. The o ther gang tr ies  
to  whitew ash the Republican 
p o lit ic a l agents o f W a ll S treet. 
Nobody can w in  in  th is  shell 
game bu t the cap ita lis ts . The 
w orkers  are bound to lose.

How  can the w'orkers o f New 
Y o rk  break ou t o f th is  s tra it-  
ja cke t o f the c a p ita lis t tw o -p a rty  
system ? T h is  is no t m ere ly  a 
New Y o rk  problem . I t  is  a 
problem  con fro n tin g  the w orkers 
th rou gh ou t the whole country. 
B u t how can the New Y o rk  w o rk 
er’s fo llo w  the in s p ir in g  example 
o f the B r it is h  w orkers when the 
labo r p a r ty  m ovem ent here 
presents them  on ly  ca p ita lis t 
candidates like  O’D w yer, Gold
ste in  and the res t o f th a t scurvy 
breed ?

V O TE  T R O T S K Y IS T
There is an answer to these 

v ita l questions. There is a w o rk- 
ers’ p o lit ic a l p a r ty  w ith  candi
dates in  the New  Y o rk  c ity  elec
tions who do stand fo r  inde
pendent w o rk in g  class p o lit ic a l 
action ; candidates who are cam
pa ig n in g  on a p rog ram  o f fu l l

New York Mess Meeting Hears 
Cannon Analysis Of CP. "Turn"

(Continued from  page 1) q

the Negroes whom  they had de- Itfs Still the Same Answer
ceived and betrayed in to  the w ar. 
They began to  rea lize th a t i f  they 
wanted to  s tay in  business as a 
b a rga in ing  agency fo r  S ta lin , they 
had be tte r begin re p a ir in g  th e ir  
fences.”

N O N -E S S E N T IA L  IT E M
E voking  chuckles o f m errim en t 

fro m  the audience, Comrade Can
non continued: “ A nd in  the 
course o f th is , a l i t t le  man named 
Brow der, who was standing on the 
s ta irs , ju s t wasn’t  the re  any 
m ore! The ostensible reason fo r  
the rem oval o f B row der was the 
charge o f revis ion ism . B u t i t  
was no t rev is ion ism . I t  was re 
conversion —  a cutback to  peace
tim e  production. B row der hap
pened to  be a non-essential item .

“ Now  Foster, who has been 
dug up ou t o f the reserve pile 
to replace B row der, promises not 
to be tray the w orkers  any more. 
Y e t F oster supports the same 
se ll-ou t p rogram  o f B row der. He 
supports the ru le  o f monopoly 
cap ita lism . He supports th e ir  im 
p e r ia lis t w ar. He w ants to  sell 
out the w orkers  in  ‘u n ity ’ w ith  
th e ir  oppressors."

DOBBS ON E LE C T IO N S
T h is  “ sham b a ttle ”  between 

F oste r and B row der, said Com
rade Cannon, “ was staged to  
prevent the C. P. fro m  becoming 
com plete ly d iscred ited, com plete
ly  demoralized. B u t they are too 
late. The crim es o f S ta lin  have 
gone too fa r  and are too w ide ly  
known. The w orkers  o f the 
w o rld  w a n t a fundam enta l 
change. They w i l l  find th e ir  w ay 
to the T ro ts k y is t movem ent and 
to socialism .”

F a rre ll Dobbs, T ro ts k y is t can

didate fo r  m ayor in  the com ing 
New Y o rk  elections, spoke on the 
B r it is h  elections w h ich  have 
shaken every corner o f the  w o rld  
inc lud ing  the  U . S. He described 
the B r it is h  Labor v ic to ry  as 
an event th a t w i l l  leave its  m a rk  
on the com ing elections here in  
New Y o rk  C ity  next November. 
The B r it is h  w orkers, he said, 
have set a d ram atic  example fo r

the  w orkers  o f New Y o rk  to  f o l
low  —  to  break w ith  a ll ca p ita l
is t pa rties  and vote fo r  independ
ent labo r candidates.

Louise Simpson, T ro ts k y is t 
candidate fo r  the  New  Y o rk  C ity  
Council, pointed ou t th a t none 
o f the c a p i t a l i s t  p a rty  
candidates, o r th e ir  Labo r and 
L ib e ra l P a r ty  stooges, had any 
so lu tion  fo r  the problem s o f the 
w orkers. She stated th a t in  the

sharpening s trugg les o f  t h e  
w orkers aga inst unem ploym ent, 
d isc rim ina tion  and m ise ry  “ on ly 
the  Socia lis t W orkers  P a rty  
emerges as cham pion o f the 
w o rk in g  class, th ro u g h  independ
ent p o lit ic a l ac tion .”

A  co llection o f $200 was con
tr ib u te d  to  'a id  in  the  election 
cam paign. The m eeting ended 
w ith  the  enthusiastic s in g in g  o f 
“ The In te rna tiona le .”

Native Fascism — I

Reynolds — Rich Candidate
For America’s “Fuehrer”

The Recent ac tiv ities  o f G erald L . K . Sm ith  in  Los Angeles®  
p o in t unm is takab ly  to  the re v iv a l o f na tive  Am erican fascism  
under the conditions o f g row ing  economic and social crisis. In  
order to  acquaint readers o f The M il i ta n t  w ith  the orig ins o f the 
fascist movement, the character o f its leaders, its  ram ifica tions  
and connections, its m e thods o f opera tio ii, and the class id e n tity  
o f its financ ia l backers, Joseph Hansen has w ritte n  a special 
series o f articles, the f irs t o f w hich  fo llow s. W atch fo r  the rest 
o f the series in  com ing issues o f The M il i ta n t.  —  F d ito r.

B y  Joseph  H a nsen
Even before the end of the Second World War for “ democ

racy,”  native fascism is rearing its reptile head in America. In 
hibernation since the outbreak of the war, it is now beginning 
to thaw out its coils in the social heat radiated by mass lay-offs. 
The fascist reptile is beginning to inch forward, baring its poison
ous fangs at the Jews, the colored people and above all the la
bor movement.

In  1939, the  fasc is t m ovem ents 
in the U n ited  States, a ris in g  in  
dozens o f d iffe re n t groups, head
ed by a side-show assortm ent o f 
local leaders, was beg inn ing  to 
coalesce about the  black-robed 
figu re  o f the rad io  p ries t, F a the r 
Coughlin. H is  im portance now 
seems to be on the  wane. H is  
Canadian o r ig in  and h is position 
in the C atholic h ie ra rch y  were po
li t ic a l lia b ilit ie s  no t easily  over
come.

R E Y N O LD S  A N D  S M IT H
F o rg in g  ahead now as poten

t ia l leaders o f the  fa sc is t con
g lom era tion  are ex-Senator Rob
e rt R. Reynolds and G erald L . K . 
S m ith . In  h is W ash ing ton c lip  
sheet fo r  fasc is t publications, 
The L e tte r, S m ith  boasts:

“ The Honorable Robert R. 
Reynolds and Gerald L . K . Sm ith 
are cooperating in  the N a tio n a l
is t  cause. The rap id  g ro w th  o f ,the 
m ovem ent the y  lead is causing 
the C om m unist leadership o f the 
na tion  no end o f a n x ie ty .”

In  a “ s t r ic t ly  personal le t te r "  
to  “ lo ya l supporters”  S m ith  
again a ff irm s :

“ U n ited  States Senator Robert 
R. Reynolds has agreed to  coop
erate w ith  us in  the  fo rm a tio n  o f 
a N a tio n a lis t Congressional Com
m ittee . O ur conference w ith  Sen
a to r Reynolds lasted a lm ost a fu l l  
afternoon. He has agreed to  make 
a na tion-w ide speaking to u r  un
der our sponsorship e a rly  th is  
fa l l . ”

These tw o  would-be fasc is t dic-

em ploym ent and a decent standard 
o f l iv in g  fo r  the  w o rk in g  class; 
candidates fig h tin g  fo r  a socia list 
society. They are the candidates 
o f the S oc ia lis t W orkers  P a rty —  
the T ro tsky is ts .

F o llo w  the correct exam ple o f 
the B r it is h  w orkers ! Serve notice 
on the be trayers a t the head o f 
the  New Y o rk  labor p a r ty  move
m ent th a t the vrorkers w an t 
genuine independent p o lit ic a l ac
tion !

Go to  the po lls nex t Novem ber 
and vote fo r  the  T ro ts k y is t 
candidates.

ta to rs  constitu te  a dangerous 
com bination.

A  N A T U R A L
R obert R. Reynolds m ig h t be 

classified as a “ n a tu ra l”  fo r  the 
ro le  o f A m erican fasc is t leader. 
B om  in  Buncombe County, N o rth  
C aro lina , he absorbed the  m ost 
v iru le n t race ha tred w h ile  s t i l l  
b it in g  a tee th ing  r in g . A s a b a rk 
er in  a ca rn iva l he g rew  lea the r 
lungs, an iro n  th ro a t, a g lib  
tongue, and the cyn ica l contem pt 
o f a p e tty  confidence m an fo r  the 
“ suckers.”  A s a patent-m edicine 
p itchm an he m astered add itiona l 
secrets o f successful demagogy. 
He learned m ore o f the a r t  o f 
p e rfo rm in g  in  pro fessional w re s t
lin g  and in  vaudeville . He then 
set up a ska tin g  r in k . H is  next 
racke t was a w h ir l in  the  m il i 
ta ry  f ie ld  as o rgan izer o f a com
pany o f the  N o rth  C aro lina  N a 
tio n a l Guard.

Reynolds is  sk illed  in  law , hav
in g  graduated fro m  the U n iv e r
s ity  o f N o rth  C a ro lina  La w  
School. He learned the shady ins 
and outs o f la w  fro m  the prac
t ic a l side as S tate Prosecutor.

B y  1932 he was so sk illed  as 
a spe ll-b inder th a t he glad-handed 
his w ay in to  the  Senate as a rep 
resentative o f the Southern B our
bon aris tocracy. In  1938 the B ou r
bons sent h im  back to  the Senate 
where he rem ained u n t il 1944. He 
elbowed his w a y  to  the fo re fro n t 
among the  defenders o f w h ite  su
prem acy in  Congress, becoming 
cha irm an o f the Senate M il ita ry  
A f fa ir s  Com m ittee.

This d iscip le o f Dale Carnegie’s 
soft-soap system o f m ak ing  
frie n d s  and in flu e n c in g  people, 
proved bew itch ing  to  the social- 
ly -p ro m in e n t E ve lyn  W alsh M c
Lean, heiress to  the fabulous 
Hope D iam ond. W ith  un lim ite d  
funds a t h is  disposal as husband 
to  th is  w e a lth y  heiress, Reynolds 
ra p id ly  rose in  prom inence among 
the na tive  fasc is t groups.

A T T A C K S  T R O TS K Y IS T S
In  1939 Reynolds organized 

“ The V ind ica to rs ,”  and began 
pub lish ing  a venomous rag called

R E Y N O LD S

The V in d ica to r. In  its  f i r s t  issue 
an a rtic le  appeared defending the 
M adison Square Garden m eeting 
o f na tive  fasc is ts  and the Ger
man Am erican Bund and targe ted 
the T ro tsky is ts  fo r  a ttack. The 
a rtic le  pro tested “ a d isgracefu l 
scene”  connected w ith  the counter 
dem onstra tion called by the T ro t
sky is ts . The “ d isg race fu l scene,”  
said the a rtic le , was caused by the 
“ Socia lis t W orkers  P a rty , Young 
People’s Socia lis t League, the 
Com m unist P a rty , the Associated 
Jew ish Societies, the CIO, and 
such crap .”

B y  June, 1944 when he an
nounced h is re tire m en t fro m  the 
Senate, Reynolds envisaged g ra n 
diose plans fo r  the postw ar w orld . 
He announced fo rm a tio n  o f the 
Am erican N a tio n a lis t Com m ittee 
o f Independent V ote rs w h ich 
“ would stand aga inst the present 
po w erfu l a tte m p t to  submerge 
the U n ited  States in  in te rn a tio n 
a lism .”

Local u n its  o f th is  Com m ittee 
soon appeared in  various c ities. 
In  N ew ark , the u n it  organizers, 
E lm e r Jacobs and John A . G ill-  
m eier, were both exposed as hav
in g  a police record. Reynolds’ 
henchmen a t the ve ry  beginn ing 
thus pa ra lle l the  c r im in a l types 
f i r s t  employed by M usso lin i and 
H itle r .

Reynolds has, since then, d rop
ped p a r t o f the name o f h is  o r 
gan iza tion  and ca lls i t  the A m e r
ican N a tion a lis ts  P a rty . I t  has no t 
ye t been o ff ic ia lly  launched. In  a 
prospectus en titled  “ H ere ’s How 
You Can Become a P o litica l Lead
er in  Y o u r D is tr ic t,”  Reynolds 
declares:

L A U N C H IN G  S C H E D U L E D
“ A t  the present tim e  i t  is  the 

in te n tio n  o f those in  charge o f 
na tiona l a ffa irs  o f the p a r ty  to 
launch i t  o f f ic ia lly  a t W ash ing
ton, D. C. on J u ly  4, 1945; how 
ever, th is  m ay be deferred u n t il 
W ash ing ton ’s B irth d a y , February  
22, 1946. T h is  o ff ic ia l m eeting fo r  
the purpose o f fo rm a lly  launch
in g  the p a rty . . . w i l l  depend 
la rg e ly  upon the  end o f the  pres

ent' w ar. A t  any ra te , the  p a r ty  
w i l l  be launched in  tim e  am ple 
to p a rtic ip a te  in the Congression
a l elections o f 1946.”

The s in is te r purpose o f th is  
p a r ty  m ay be judged fro m  a few  
o f Reynolds’ utterances before 
the outbreak o f the  w a r. He had 
th is  to say about H it le r :

“ H it le r  w en t over and took land 
in  the w ay th a t sometimes the 
boys in  Texas and N o rth  Caro
lin a  used to  move a fence w ith  
the aid o f a shotgun instead o f 
do ing i t  le g a lly  by w ay o f a sur
veyor —  th a t ’s a ll th a t H it le r  
d id .”

R eciprocating Reynolds’ ad m ir
ation, H it le r  published a signed 
a rtic le  by Reynolds in  h is person
al organ, V o lk ischer Beobachter.

T h is  exchange o f com plim ents 
serves to  illu s tra te  Reynolds’ fa s 
c is t cast o f m ind. R ig h t now Rey
nolds is o rgan iz ing  in  the fo l
lo w in g  w ay:

HO W  T H E Y  O R G A N IZ E
“ The com m ittee is  organ iz ing  

on a u n it  basis. In  every com
m u n ity  o f the U n ited  States there  
w il l  be organized u n its  consisting 
o f ten people on ly . T h is  num ber 
is  res tric ted  to  ten fo r  the rea
son th a t in  a u n it  o f ten  mem
bers on ly , every m ember o f th a t 
u n it  w i l l  be acquainted w ith  his 
fe llo w  u n it  members. W ith  on ly  
ten members to  the u n it,  meet
ings m ay be held in  the home o f 
one o f the members. . . I f  the 
num ber pe rm itte d  in  the u n it  is 
more than ten, the  chances are 
th a t some subversive elements 
would w orm  th e ir  w ay  in to  the 
u n it  and begin to  bore fro m  w ith 
in , as was experienced by the  old 
A m erica  F ir s t  C om m ittee.”

O ffic ia l organ o f Reynolds p a r
t y  is The N a tion a l Record. A t  
present i t  fo llow s  the slogan:

“ Jo in  the N a tion a l P a r ty  N O W ! 
Don’t  w a it  to  Get on the  Band
wagon L a te r !”

T ha t th is  is a fa sc is t band- 
wagon is indicated even by the 
poetry  p rin ted  in  The N a tiona l 
Record. Thus a poem en titled  
“ M in o r ity  Rule”  begins:

“ A  boisterous m in o r ity  
Has silenced now and then,
A  peaceful m a jo r ity  
O f ab ler, w ise r men. . .”

W A N T E D
The M il ita n t  needs a set o f the 

Encyclopedia B ritann ica  fo r  the 
reference lib ra ry  o f the ed ito ria l 
departm ent. W ill anyone w illin g  
to donate such a set please com
m unicate w ith :

The M ilita n t 
Business M anager 
116 U n iv e rs ity  Place 
New Y o rk  3, New’ Y o rk

BOSS PARTIES 
RUN "CIRCUS/' 
SAYS SIMPSON

F o llow in g  is the text o f the 
speech delivered on A ug.- 3 by  
Louise Simpson, 'T ro tsky is t can
d idate  fo r  C ity  C ouncil, a t the 
Socialist W orkers P a rty  meet
ing held at Webster H a ll.

American political campaigns 
have been described in the past 
as circus performances. This 
election contest in New York is 
certainly demonstrating t h e  
truth of this description. While 
the major political parties dodge 
the real issues with all the skill 
and dexterity of acrobats, their 
candidates rush about like 
clowns conducting sham fights.

Behind th is  game o f burlesque 
po litics  the machine po litic ians  
are a tte m p tin g  to  hide the fa c t 
th a t th is  election is one o f the 
most im p o rta n t in the h is to ry  o f 
New Y ork . A  g re a t depression 
's loom ing on the horizon and 
w ill sweep th rough  the country 
like  a plague. S kyrocke ting  
prices, te rr if ic  taxes and frozen 
wages cu t like  a k n ife  in to  the 
w o rkers ’ standard o f liv in g . A n 
increasing black m arke t is m ak
in g  a farce o f the ra tio n in g  sys
tem.

W O R K E R S ’ B U R D EN S
Added to these burdens, mass 

la y -o ffs  are increasing w ith  
wage-cuts on the way. Govern-

LO U IS E  SIM PSON

nient s tr ike -b rea k ing  is used da i
ly  to break la bo r’s e ffo r ts  to 
m a in ta in  a decent standard o f 
liv in g . In  the m ids t o f these 
strugg les hundreds o f thousands 
o f workers and re tu rn in g  ve te r
ans w il l  find, not s ix ty  m illion  
jobs, bu t unem ploym ent and 
peacetime conscrip tion !

W h a t do the Dem ocratic and 
Republican pa rties  in  New Y o rk  
o ffe r  the w orkers  as solutions to 
these v ita l problem s? N o th in g ! 
They have no perspective bu t s t i l l  
another w a r —• W orld  W ar I I I ,  
and, in  the meantim e, breadlines. 
W ith  no plans fo r  reconversion, 
no plans fo r  housing, no plans fo r  
jobs, they conduct th is  election 
cam paign as a smoke-screen to 
cover up th e ir  p o litica l bank
rup tcy . The A .L.P . and L ibe ra l 
P a rty  are do ing no th ing  to lead 
t iie  w orkers a long the pa th  o f 
independent po litica l action. On 
(he con tra ry , they are bus ily  t r y 
in g  to tie  the w orkers to the old 
co rru p t c a p ita lis t parties.

In  th is  election the Socia list 
W orkers P a rty  —  the T ro tsky is ts  
—  emerges as the lead ing cham
pion o f independent w o rk in g  class 
p o litica l action. In our program  
we demand fu l l  em ploym ent 
th rou gh  the continued operation 
o f a ll governm en t-bu ilt p lan ts 
under w o rke rs ’ contro l. We stand 
fo r  the fu l l  eq ua lity  o f Negroes 
and o ther m ino ritie s . Down w ith  
J im  Crow everywhere! We de
mand fu l l  recogn ition  o f the 
r ig h ts  o f veterans. “ Tax the 
Rich, no t the P oo r!”  is our slogan 
and we mean i t !  A n y  w o rke r 
who wants to reg is te r his vote 
fo r  independent w orking-class 
p o litica l action can do so by v o t
in g  T ro ts k y is t in  th is  election.

Vote Trotskyist!
In  llie  Coming 

New Y o rk  Elections

Am ong o ther im p o rtan t issues, 
the Socia list W orkers  P a rty  
E lection P la tfo rm  advocates:

PULL EM PLO YM EN T 
AND JOB SECURITY 
EOR A LL  WORKERS 

AN D  VETERANS!

W a l l  S t r e e t  po litic ian s  
prom ised 60,000,000 jobs a fte r  
the w ar. B u t even before the 
re tu rn  o f m illio ns  o f men in  
the armed forces, unem ploy
m ent is g ro w in g  by leaps and 
bounds. To provide jobs fo r  
everyone, in s titu te  a s lid ing  
scale o f hours! Spread the 
w o rk  by reducing the num ber 
o f hours each man spends on 
the job— b u t w ith  no reduction 
in  take-hom e pay!

B y  V . G re y  ..... — . . = a

Sometimes you ’d th in k  B reezy was ju s t  hopeless. I  rem em ber 
once he was sounding o f f  about Negroes. They weren’t  good enough 
to d r in k  w ith , he said, and a whole lo t  o f o ther th ings.

O ur shop is p ra c tic a lly  J im  Crow, (because o f the  com pany’s 
po licy, no t the un ion ’s). B u t the un ion doesn’t  f ig h t hard enough 
to compel the com pany to  h ire  w ith o u t d isc rim ina tion .

A  couple o f us were p lu g g in g  th is  idea to  Breezy, and using 
every a rgum ent in  the  book.

B u t Breezy couldn’t  see it .  He was buy ing  a house over in  the 
“ good”  section o f town, and he was sore because a couple o f N egro 
fam ilies  were bu y in g  in  there, too. “ Sure, th e y ’re ju s t  as good as 
we are ,”  he adm itted. B u t “ th a t ’s gonna make m y  p ro p e rty  go 
down.”

W ell, he ll, we to ld  h im , one m inu te  he says Negroes lik e  to  live  
in f i lth y  old f ire tra p s  and the ne x t m inu te  he’s sore because they 
w an t to  g e t a few  inches ahead lik e  he does and have a decent 
home fo r  th e ir  kids. T h a t doesn’t  m ake sense, we to ld  him .

B u t he d idn ’t  car.e i f  i t  made sense o r not. He wasn’t  go ing  
to have his k ids b rough t up p la y in g  w ith  colored kids, and so on.

W h y  L a b o r  U n ity  is  E s se n tia l
We tr ie d  to show h im  where i t  would be c u tt in g  o u r own 

th roa ts  i f  ou r shop d idn ’t  take  on Negroes ( th is  was when the 
p lan t was s t i l l  h ir in g ) .  The colored w orkers  w ould th in k  i t  was ou r 
fa u lt  the y  were kep t out, and i f  the re  was a s tr ik e  maybe some o f 
them would figu re  th is  was th e ir  chance to  get a job  here, and w hy 
should th e y  w o rry  about us i f  we d idn ’ t  w o rry  about them  ?

Breezy d idn ’t  have any answer to  th a t. B u t don’t  ge t the  idea 
th a t i t  made much o f an im pression. B reezy’s no t the  th in k in g  
type. B reezy ’s ju s t a un ion man who learns by experience and even 
then you w ou ldn ’t  believe he did, to  ta lk  to  him .

B u t we don’t  w o rry  too much about Breezy. In  the long ru n  
he’s go ing  to  be on the r ig h t  side o f the  fence. And here’s how 
we know :

A  m onth o r so a f te r  th a t conversation, we had a p lan t-w ide  
s tr ik e  Tw o fe llow ? in  ano the r shop in  the  p la n t were demoted 
fo r  union a c tiv ity . T h is  p a rtic u la r shop was m ixed as fa r  as races 
go. The chances were a t least f i f t y - f i f t y  the tw o  men were colored. 
In  fa c t, somebody to ld  us la te r th a t they were.

B u t when o u r shop w ent out, nobody asked who the tw o  men 
were, w ha t they looked like , o r w h a t co lor th e ir  sk in  was. E v e ry 
body q u it w o rk , th a t ’s a ll. A nd Breezy was the f irs t  one ou t the door.

Congressmen 
At Work

B y  Jo se p h  H a n se n

The J u ly  21 Congressional Record, reports  the fo llo w in g  discus
sion in  the House o f Representatives:

“ M rs. ROGERS o f M assachusetts. . . I  am to ld  by  men who 
wear the a r t if ic ia l legs a t W a lte r Reed H o sp ita l th a t. . . the y  come 
in to  W ash ing ton sometimes and those legs are broken and they 
have fa llen . . . Some say the  a r t if ic ia l legs they  ge t a f te r  the y  are 
discharged from  the A rm y  are m ore sa tis fa c to ry  to  some than  the 
ones they secure fro m  the  A rm y . Some like  the ones they  secure 
fro m  the V ete rans’ A d m in is tra tio n  be tte r. A f te r  a ll, i t  is  ve ry  much 
an in d iv id u a l m a tte r. . .

“ M r. M IL L E R  o f Nebraska. I  m ay say to  the gentlewom an 
fro m  Massachusetts and to  the House th a t fo r  11 years now I  have 
had to make fr ie n d s  w ith  tw o  a r t if ic ia l lim bs, and I  th in k  I  know  
som eth ing about some o f the d iff ic u lt ie s  men face when th e y  f irs t  
lose a lim b . They have to  ad ju s t themselves, ad ju s t th e ir  th in k in g . 
M any tim es they fee l th a t they are whipped and are unable to  ge t 
along. . .

C heap  L im b s  f o r  V e te ra n s
“ M y  contact ou t a t the hosp ita l made me fee l th a t they were 

c u tt in g  too m any corners and hav ing  ind iv idua ls  perhaps make 
lim bs who were no t e n tire ly  fa m il ia r  w ith  some o f the fine r aspects 
o f lim b  m aking.

“ M rs. ROGERS o f Massachusetts. I t  is  ve ry  m uch o f an 
in d iv id u a l m a tte r ju s t as is the case w ith  shoes.

“ M r. M IL L E R  o f Nebraska. E xac tly .
“ M rs. ROGERS o f Massachusetts. A  p a ir o f shoes th a t would 

f i t  the gentlem an would no t f i t  m e; and vice versa.
“ M r. M IL L E R  o f Nebraska. Y ou m ust in d iv idu a lize  y o u r lim b. 

O ut there  they  t r y  to  tu rn  them  ou t on a fa c to ry  m ass-production 
s ty le ; bu t i t  is a m a tte r th a t m ust be ad justed to  the  in d iv id u a l i f  
the a rt if ic ia l arm  or lim b  is to  g ive its  best service.

“ . . . M rs. ROGERS o f M assachusetts. . .  I  assume the ge n tle 
m an agrees w ith  me th a t no a r t if ic ia l lim b  has ever been created 
th a t is e n tire ly  sa tis fa c to ry . I  understand, however, some ve ry  ad
vanced experim enta tion  is be ing conducted in  Eng land, and I  t ru s t  
in  th is  country . Is  th a t correct?

“ M r. M IL L E R  o f N ebraska: Yes; th a t  is  tru e ; the y  are do ing 
a g re a t deal in  th a t fie ld. . . M ore o f i t  should be done. I t  is  a g re a t 
fie ld th a t can be developed. • .

“ M rs. ROGERS o f Massachusetts. . . A s  we a ll know  some o f 
the men today are w earing  hooks fo r  hands. They are v e ry  sim ple 
o f production. I t  is s im p ly  an elastic wound around and on hooks. . .

“ M r. S P R IN G E R  (o f In d ia n a ). . . In  mY op in ion, su rge ry  w i l l  
develop in  the  a r t if ic ia l hands and lim bs fie ld  some ou ts tand ing 
developments in  the near fu tu re . I  c e rta in ly  w a n t to  com plim ent 
the  gentlewom an fro m  Massachusetts fo r  the  in te re s t she is 
m an ifes tin g  in  th is  v e ry  im p o rta n t question. . .

T h e  C o ng ressw om a n  is  i A s to u n d e d r
“ M rs. ROGERS o f Massachusetts. . . I t  is  astound ing th a t 

no th ing  has been done to  pe rfe c t an a r t if ic ia l hand o r th a t m ore 
has n o t been done about i t  up to  th is  tim e. Perhaps i t  is  because 
the m anufacture rs  have no t been in terested and have no t done an y 
th in g  and the pub lic  has no t rea lized th a t so much should be done. 
They m ay have fe lt  i t  was a ve ry  d if f ic u lt  task  and have ju s t 
g iven i t  up .”

N a tu ra lly  the  gentlewom an o f Massachusetts had no concrete 
leg is la tion  to  place before Congress. A lo n g  w ith  the rest, she took 
a tw o-m onths ’ vacation w ith o u t do ing a n y th in g  fu r th e r  on the  
m a tte r.

I t  is no t a t a ll “ astound ing,”  as she m ain ta ins, th a t the “ m anu
fa c tu re rs  have no t been in terested and have no t done a n y th in g ”  
about he lp ing  m aimed veterans. The m anufacture  o f bu lle ts  and 
bombs is much m ore p ro fitab le  than the m anufacture  o f  a r t if ic ia l 
lim bs. I f  Congress re a lly  wanted to  help the m aimed veterans i t  
would no t w a it  u n t il m anufactu re rs  find  the  “ fie ld ”  p ro fitab le , 
b u t -would im m ed ia te ly  provide adequate funds to  g ive these veterans 
the ve ry  best science can produce.

M ost im p o rta n t o f a l l— i f  these Congressmen were re a lly  in 
terested in the fa te  o f m ank ind; instead o f shedding sentim enta l 
tea rs over the poor q u a lity  o f a r t if ic ia l lim bs, the y  w ould f ig h t 
too th  and n a il to  end the  basic cause o f im p e r ia lis t w a r and its  
h o rro rs— the decaying c a p ita lis t system,
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SWP International Solidarity 
Fund Campaign Forging Ahead

Internationa! Solidarity Fund

SCOREBOARD

r B y  F A R R E L L  D O B B S

B R A N C H Quota Paid Percent
B u ffa lo $125 $125 100
Reading 25 25 100
St. Louis 25 25 100
P ittsb u rg h 25 20 80
N ew ark 100 71 71
Rochester 15 10.25 68
A llen tow n-Q uakertow n 60 40 67
Los Angeles 750 475 63
San Francisco 375 232 62
M ilw aukee 30 18 60
P hilade lph ia 125 63.50 51
Bayonne 100 47 47
D e tro it 400 164 41
T w in  C ities 250 100 40
Boston 125 45 36
Chicago 500 178 36
Toledo 100 31 31
Cleveland 75 22 29
Seattle 350 100 29
Y oungstow n 85 20 24
New  Y o rk 1000 227 23
M em bers-at-Large

and Friends 245 32 13
A kron 75 0 0
N . Y . Y ou th  Group 15 0 0
San Diego 25 0 0

T O T A L $5,000 2,070.75 41

WEST COAST VACATION SCHOOL 
ENROLLS “ MILITANT” READERS

LOS A N G E LE S , A ug . 6— The 
in s p ir in g  reports  reaching the 
W est Coast o f the enjoyable and 
successful p rogram  o f the  M id - 
W est Vacation School have added 
new enthusiasm  to  the plans fo r  
the W est-Coast Summer School, 
which opens Sept. 10.

E n ro llm e n t has proceeded a t a 
rap id  pace, w ith  M il ita n t readers 
reg is tered fro m  Los Angeles, 
Seattle. San Francisco and P o rt
land. Everyone has commented 
s a tis fa c to r ily  on the reasonable 
ra tes and the excellent fa c ilit ie s  
which w il l  be provided.

Classes, w ith  v o lu n ta ry  a t
tendance, w i l l  include: Problem s 
o f the A m erican Labor Movement, 
A n  In trod uc tion  to  M a rx is t 
Economics, S tudy o f K a r l M a rx ’s 
C apita l, Basic P rinc ip les o f So
cia lism , H is to ry  o f the T h ird  and

F o u rth  In te rna tiona ls , H is to ry  o f 
the Russian R evolution, Im p e ria l
ism, and Lectures on M a rx is t 
Philosophy. A  w e ll-stocked M a rx 
is t L ib ra ry  w i l l  be ava ilab le  fo r  
reference and reading.

F o r le isure hours, the re  w il l  be 
fa c ilit ie s  fo r  sports— sw im m ing, 
tennis, basketba ll, p in g  - pong, 
baseball. P icn ic grounds, a park, 
ahd a recreation ha ll which w ill 
be the center fo r  evening en
te rta in m en t and dancing, assure 
fun  fo r  a ll.

A ll  M ilita n t readers are inv ited  
to a ttend the W est-Coast School 
which is to  be held fro m  Sept. 10 
to Sept. 23 a t the W orkm en’s 
C irc le  Camp in  Carbon Canyon, 
San Bernard ino County, 32 m iles 
east o f Los Angeles. F o r addi-

Canipaign D irector
St. Lo ius is the th ird  branch 

to complete its  quota in  the $5,000 
In te rn a tio n a l S o lid a rity  Fund 
cam paign. The B u ffa lo  and Read
in g  branches o f the Socia list 
W orkers P a rty  are also in  the 
100 per cent group.

A n  add itiona l e igh t branches, 
headed by P ittsbu rgh  w ith  a 
score o f 80 per cent have passed 
the ha lf-w a y  m ark  a t the end 
c f  the th ird  week o f the fund 
cam paign. A  to ta l o f $2,070.75 
lias been raised to date, b rin g in g  
the ove r-a ll score up to 41 per 
cent.

FROM  T H E  B R A N C H E S
The SWP is ra is in g  the $5,000 

In te rn a tio n a l S o lid a rity  Fund to 
provide u rg e n tly  - needed aid to 
our T ro ts k y is t co-th inkers in  the 
w a r-to rn  countries.

P H IL A D E L P H IA : “ A t  the la s t 
m eeting o f the P h iladelph ia

Vote Trotskyist!
In  the Coming  

New Y o rk  Elections

Am ong other im p o rtan t issues, 
the Socia list W orkers P a rty  
E lection P la tfo rm  advocates:

A SOCIALIST SOCIETY!
O nly  a planned w orld  eco

nom y can end ca p ita lis t wars 
and depressions. Vote against 
postw ar hunger and m ise ry ! 
Vote aga ins t the p ro fit  system ! 
Vote aga inst a T h ird  "World 
W a r!

V o t e  fo r  revo lu tiona ry  
socia lism ! Vote fo r  the T ro t
s k y is t candidates! Vote fo r  
Dobbs and Simpson!

tion a l in fo rm a tio n  and rese rva
tions w r ite :

Janice M a rtin , D ire tto r  
W EST-C O AST V A C A T IO N  

SCHOOL
232 S. H i l l  St., Room 205 
Los Angeles 12, C a lifo rn ia

o r phone V A ndyke  7036 in  Los 
Angel.es.

Socia list Youth Group wc decided 
to raise $10 to aid the European 
revo lu tion is ts , as p a rt o f the 
$5,000 S o lid a rity  Fund .”

N E W  Y O R K , fro m  a sub
scriber: “ I am enclosing a $2 
con tribu tion  fo r  the In te rn a tion a l 
S o lid a rity  Fund. M y ve ry  best 
wishes fo r  you r success.”

Carlson Tells Workers: 
'Organize Labor Party'

LOS A N G E LE S , C a lif., A ug . 3 
— “ Organize a Labor P a rty ,”  was 
Grace Carlson’s answer to  news
papermen who questioned her to 
day on w ha t Am erican unions 
should do. “ The overwhelm ing 
v ic to ry  o f the B r it is h  Labor P a rty  
in the recent elections is an in 
sp ira tio n  and example fo r  the 
Am erican w orkers and m iddle 
classes.
“ The Dem ocratic and Republican 

P arties,”  she continued, “ are in -

F irs t-H a n d  Report On V ic to ry  
O f B rit is h  Labor In  Elections

Special to T H E  M IL IT A N T
LONDON, July 26— As the first results started coming in 

today, it soon became obvious that the Tories were in for a 
major defeat in the first election in Britain in ten years. But 
the final results that came through surpassed the expectations 
of the most optimistic.

This election has been fought by all the filthy  tricks that 
the Tories dared to muster, including thinly-disguised anti- 
Semitism, a "socialist gestapo” scare, and a “ violence" scare.

The overw helm ing m a jo r ity  o f® -
the press was T o ry . The only 
na tiona l da ily  newspaper th a t 
gave wholehearted support to  the 
Labor P a rty  was its  o ffic ia l 
organ. The Labor P a rty  had no 
evening paper.
TORY C O N F ID E N C E

On vo tin g  day the Tories were 
suprem ely confident o f a t least 
a 50-seat m a jo r ity , and d idn ’t 
hesitate to broadcast th is  in th e ir  
press As the day o f the counting 
o f the votes drew nearer, how 
ever, th e ir  self-confidence seemed 
to wane somewhat and th e ir  
boasts were considerably toned 
down. The shock th a t they re 
ceived on hearing  o f the fina l 
success o f the  Labor P a rty  is 
on ly  too clear.

The people o f B r ita in  have 
dem onstrated in no sm all way 
how sick and tire d  they are o f 
T o ry  reaction a t home and 
abroad, and the re  can be no doubt 
th a t the Labor v ic to ry  w i l l  g ive 
s treng th  and courage to our com
rades on the continent, p a r t i
cu la rly  in Spain, Greece and Ita ly .

However, in  B r ita in  today there 
are ve ry  few  illus ions concerning 
the present Labor leaders. M ost 
o f the w orkers are skeptical as 
to  w hether the A ttlee -B ev in - 
M orrison tr iu m v ira te  w i l l  be much 
m ore successful than  the Chur- 
ch ill-E den  set-up. The a ttitu d e  o f

most people is th a t they voted fo r  
the bad aga inst the  w orst.

F o r a ll th a t, the Labor P a rty  
is the p a rty  o f the w o rk in g  class 
and the trade unions, and as such 
the g iost p o lit ic a lly  - educated 
section o f the people gave i t  th e ir  
c r it ic a l support. T h e ir a tt itu d e  
was th a t ju s t as re fo rm ism  had 
fa iled  in the past, so i t  m ust, by 
the ve ry  na tu re  o f its  construc
tion , le t the  w orkers  down in  the 
fu tu re . B u t they, the m ost p o li
tic a lly  conscious w orkers, would 
experience the hopes and disap
po in tm ents o f the p ro le ta r ia t and 
jo in  w ith  them  in th e ir  s trugg le ; 
and, w herever possible, a ttem p t 
to lead them  along the pa th  to 
socialism .

C R IT IC A L  SUPPORT
Had the le f t - w in g  parties 

propounded such a po licy, ac ting  
as the vanguard o f the labor 
movement, the e ffe c t would have 
been tremendous. As i t  was, a p a rt 
fro m  the R evo lu tionary  Commun
is t P a rty  (T ro ts k y is t) ,  no p a rty  
pu t fo rw a rd  such a program m e.

The Com m unist (S ta lin is t)  
P arty , which had been even to 
the r ig h t  o f the Labor P a rty , 
had, p r io r  to  the  Labor P a r ty ’s 
conference a t  B lackpool th is  year, 
advocated a “ progressive”  gov
ernm ent, in tend ing  to ask C hur
c h ill and Eden to  jo in  it .  The

A T T L E E
“ Com m unists,”  who had one 
member o f P a rliam en t in the last 
House, p u t 21 candidates in  the 
fie ld. O f these, th e ir  so lita ry  
M.P. re ta ined h is seat and on ly 
one o ther gained a seat —  a l
though they had an tic ipa ted a 
re tu rn  o f fo u r  o r five M .P .’s. 
Q uite a num ber o f “ com m unist”  
candidates los t th e ir  deposits, as 
any candidate who fa ils  to po ll 
one-eighth o f the to ta l votes, or 
one-tenth in those constituencies 
w ith  more than three candidates, 
m ust fo r fe it  h is deposit.

Today the B r it is h  w o rk in g  
class has s truck  a grand blow 
fo r  its  own em ancipation. B u t 
th is  is on ly  the beginning. I t  m ust 
go fo rw a rd , confident in  its  own 
s treng th , to  establish a ' Socia list 
B rita in .

capable o f so lv ing  any o f the<® 
p o s t w a r  problem s o f jobs, 
security , homes, and w orld  peace. 
O nly a w o rke rs ’ and fa rm e rs ’ gov
ernm ent th a t w i l l  plan produc
tio n  according to  need and not fo r  
p ro fit can answer the deep-going 
problems o f our modern society. 
C ap ita lism  is no longer p rogres
sive and can on ly  b r in g  fu r th e r  
m isery to  the w o rld  i f  no t re 
placed by socialism , which is the 
cn ly  economic system th a t can 
prevent fu r th e r  wars, fascism  
and depressions.”

One newspp.perman asked i f  
th is  change could come about 
peacefu lly. D r. Carlson re fe rred  
h im  to the tes tim ony in the 
M inneapolis t r ia l where the T ro t
sky is t position was given.

She said th a t A m erica ’s 60 
fam ilies  wou'd a ttem p t to reso rt 
to a fasc is t d ic ta to rsh ip  and the 
use o f fo rce  and violence to 
p reven t a peaceful tra n s itio n  from  
cap ita lism  to  socialism .

“ B u t the Am erican workers, 
fa rm ers  and w a r veterans w i l l  
know how to defend themselves 
and th e ir  o rgan izations. The 
un ited s treng th  o f the overw helm 
in g  m a jo r ity  o f the A m erican 
people w ill p re va il,”  she con
cluded.

Unionists Hear 
Grace Carlson 
In San Pedro

S A N  PEDRO, C A L IF ., A ug . 3 
—  Over 60 un ion is ts  and friends  
o f the S oc ia lis t W orkers  P a rty  
welcomed D r. Grace Carlson to 
San Pedro, a t the SW P branch 
headquarters to n ig h t in  the la rg 
est m eeting ever held by the 
T ro ts k y is t movement in th is  area.

M u rra y  Weiss, N a tion a l Com
m itteem an o f the SW P, gave a 
sho rt ta lk  on the SWP A n ti-F a s 
c is t Cam paign in  Los Angeles. 
M y ra  Tanner Weiss, Los Angeles 
Section O rgan izer, presided.

D-. Carlson speaking on the 
subject o f “ Women in  P rison,”  
denounced F rancis  B iddle, fo rm e r 
A tto rn e y  General, fo r  h is hypo- 
cracy and deceit. “ Biddle, in  
a recent m agazine a rtic le , po in ts 
to  economic fac to rs  as the m ain 
cause o f crim e,”  she said. “ B u t 
the 18 members o f the SWP and 
Team sters U n ion in  M inneapolis, 
who had fo u g h t a ii th e ir  lives to  
e lim ina te  the  economic causes o f

crim e, are prosecuted, convicted 
and ja ile d  by th is  same B idd le,”  
she pointed out.

M any “ experts”  d raw  good sa l
aries in  w r it in g  about poverty , 
disease, d iscrim ina tion , as causes 
o f crim e. “ M ost people under
stand th is ,”  D r. Carlson stated, 
“ bu t w hat is necessary is fo r  
som eth ing to be done about it .  
The SW P o ffe rs  the on ly  solu
tion  to the problem, the o rgan
iza tion  o f society on a socia lis t 
basis w ith  production and d is tr i
bu tion planned fo r  the needs o f 
the people and not the p ro fits  o f 
the ca p ita lis ts ,”  she concluded.

“ Gerald L. K. S m ith  is no 
crack-pot, M u rra y  Weiss pointed 
out in his rem arks on the SWP 
a n ti- fa sc is t cam paign. W h e n  
Sm ith  f irs t  appeared in Los A n 
geles, the S ta lin is ts , un ion lead
ers and heads o f the m in o r ity  
groups, fo llow ed a hush-hush 
po licy. T h is  po licy suited S m ith, 
his m eetings grew  in size, he be
came bolder in  his an ti-un ion , 
an ti-Jew ish, a n ti-m in o ritie s  p ro 
paganda.

“ The SW P fro m  the beg inn ing 
set its e lf  the task o f arousing 
the labo r movement and the m in 
o r i ty  groups to th is  fasc is t dan
ger. Telegram s, press releases, 
reso lu tions in  the unions, thou
sands o f lea fle ts , called fo r  un ited 
action.

“ The un ited f ro n t  which has 
been established in  Los Angeies 
makes labo r h is to ry . F o r the 
f irs t  tim e  in  the U. S., the CIO, 
A F L  and R a ilroad Brotherhoods 
are banded toge the r w ith  the 
m in o r ity  g  r  o u p s to  s trugg le  
against fascism .”

GRACE CARLSON'S 
TOUR SCHEDULE
C IT Y
San Francisco

D A T E  
F r i.  to  Sun. 

A ug . 10-13 
Mon. Tues. 
A ug . 13-14 

Wed. to F r i.  
A ug . 15 to  17 

Sunday A ug . 19 
Tues., A ug . 21 

A ug us t 22

Fourth International
C u rren t and back issues m ay'ba 

obtained by sending 25 cents in  
stam ps o r coin to :

Business M anager,
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l 

116 U n iv e rs ity  PL, N . Y . 3, N . Y,
a a a a a a a a a a a .

P ortland

Seattle

M issoula 
P lentywood 
T w in  C ities

The History Of American Trotskyism
H O W  THE COMMUNIST LEFT OPPOSITION  
WAS ORGANIZED IN THE UNITED STATES

By James P. Cannon

In  previous insta llm ents o f his booh, Comrade Cannon  
described the emergence o f the C om m un ist P a rty  out o f the le ft 
w ing  o f the Socialist P a rty  in  1919. A fte r  fo u r  years o f under
g round life , i t  became a legal p a rty  in  1921, active in  trade  
unions. P actiona l struggles began between the p ro le ta rian  and  
petty-bourgeois tendencies w ith in  the p a rty , cu lm ina ting  in  the 
expulsion o f the p ro le ta rian  le ft w ing  fo r  “ T ro tsky ism ,”  October 
21, 1928. The b ir th  o f Am erican T ro tsky ism  gave im petus to 
strugg ling  groups o f le ft opposition is ts  in other countries. 
Slandered, ostracised, and p hys ica lly  a ttacked by  the Sta lin ists, 
the h an d fu l o f Am erican T ro tskyis ts  began to propagandise  
and w in  over in d iv id u a l members o f the C om m unist P a rty . To 
defend th e ir meetings, it  was necessary fo r  the T ro tskyis ts  to 
organise w orkers ’ defense guards. This is the tw e lfth  insta llm ent 
o f C annon’s book.

*  *  *

The fo lio -ring . F rida y , I  th in k  i t  was, the S ta lin is ts  decided to 
take revenge-on the H ungarian  group fo r  th e ir  in a b ility  to  break 
up the M ay Day m eeting as instructed. The H ungarian  comrades 
were bo ld ing a closed m eeting— e ig h t o r ten people q u ie tly  tra n s 
acting  the o rd in a ry  business o f a branch. Am ong those present 
were 1he C om m unist veteran, Louis Basky, a man o f about 50, and 
h is aged fa th e r, a man about 80, who was a m ilita n t pa rtisan  o f his 
son and o f the T ro ts k y is t movement. Several women comrades were 
there. Suddenly the ha ll was raided by a gang o f S ta lin is t hoodlums. 
They rushed r ig h t  in and began beating both thé  women and men, 
in c lud in g  old man Basky. O ur comrades grabbed cha irs or cha ir 
legs and defended themselves as best they could. A t  a stage in the 
bloody figh t, one o f those present, a woodworker by profession 
who had one o f the tools o f his trade  in his pocket, saw a couple 
o f these hoodlums beating the old man. He w ent berserk when h r 
saw th a t and w en t to w ork  on one o f the pa ir. They carried the 
S ta lin is t thug  to the hospita l. He stayed there three weeks, the 
doctors uncerta in  w hether he was go ing to  p u ll ou t o f i t  o r not

That put a stop to the attacks on our m eetings. The S ta lin is ts  
had brought th in gs  near a te rrib le  tragedy and scandalization of 
the whole Com m unist movement. They became convinced tha t \vr 
would not surrender our r ig h t to meet and speak, th a t we would 
stand up and figh t, tha t they could not break us up. T herea fte r 
there were on ly isolated instances o f violence against us. We d it 
no t w in  our free speech from  the Stalin ist, gangsters by a change o' 
heart on th e ir  part but by our determ ined and m ilita n t defense o f 
our r ig h ts .

New Members and Sympathizers Are Gained
M eanw hile we gained new members and sym path izers becaust 

o f the fig h t we were p u ttin g  up. We were on ly  a hand fu l o f people 
and a ll the weapons o f slander and ostracism  and violence w e r- 
b ro ug h t to bear aga ins t us. B u t we stood our ground. By onr 
means o r another we b ro ug h t ou t ou r paper re g u la r ly . W e came 
back s tronger a fte r  every fig h t, and th is  a ttrac ted  sym pathy and 
support. M any o f the rad ica l people in N ew  Y ork , sym path izers o ' 
the  Com m unist P a rty , and even some members, would come to  oui 
m eetings to help p ro tec t them  in the in te rests o f free  speech. They 
were a ttrac ted  by our figh t, by our courage, and revo lted by th< 
m ethods o f the S ta lin is ts . They would then s ta rt reading oiv 
m a te ria l and s tudy ing  our program . We began to  w in  them  over 
one by one, and to make p o litica l converts to T ro tsky ism  ou t o ' 
them . So we can say th a t the ve ry  f irs t  nucleus o f A m erican T ro t 
skyism  was recru ited  in the fire  o f a rea l s trugg le . W eek by week 
m onth by m onth, we b u ilt  these l i t t le  groups in  various c ities, and 
soon we had the skeleton o f a na tiona l organ iza tion .

The M il ita n t  was com ing out every tw o weeks; how, I couldn’ t 
te ll you now, and I  wouldn ’ t w an t to have the financia l assignm ent 
o f do ing i t  over again. W e did it  w ith  the help o f loya l friends. By 
one means and another we did it ,  a t the cost o f ra th e r heavy 
sacrifices. B u t these sacrifices were no th ing  compared to the in 
te llec tua l and s p ir itu a l compensation we derived from  g e ttin g  out 
our paper, spreading our message and fee ling  th a t we were w o rth ily  
c a rry in g  out the great m ission th a t had been th ru s t upon us.

In  a ll th is  tim e  we had no contact w ith  Comrade T ro tsky . We 
d idn ’t  know  w hether he was dead o r a live. There were reports  o f 
his being sick. W'e never dared to  hope th a t we would ever see him  
or have any d irec t contact w ith  him . O ur on ly  connection w ith  him  
was th a t document I b ro ug h t back from  Moscow, and o ther docu
ments we la te r received fro m  the European groups. In  issue a fte r  
issue o f The M ilita n t we began to publish, one a fte r  another, the 
various documents and theses o f the Russian L e ft  O pposition cover
in g  the whole period, fro m  1024 to 1929. W e broke the blockade 
against the ideas o f T ro ts k y  and his co-workers in Russia.

News Conies o f Tro tsky ’s Deportation
Then in  the ea rly  sp ring  o f 1929 a few  m onths a fte r  our ex

pulsion, the press o f the w o rld  was rocked by the announcement 
th a t T ro ts k y  was be ing deported fro m  Russia. T h is  announcement 
d idn ’ t say where be would be sent. Day a fte r  day the press was 
fu l l  o f a ll k inds o f speculative stories, but no in fo rm a tio n  as to hi: 
whereabouts. T h is  continued fo r  a week or more. We bung in 
suspense no t know ing  w hethe r T ro ts k y  was dead or alive, u n t i’ 
f in a lly  the news came th rou gh  th a t he had landed in T urkey. We 
established our f irs t  contact w ith  h im  there in  the spring  o f 1929 
fo u r or five m onths a fte r  we sta rted  the movem ent in h is name 
and on the basis o f his ideas. I  w ro te  h im  a le tte r; wc soon received 
and answer. Therea fte r, except fo r  the tim e  he was in terned in 
N orw ay, u n t il the day o f his death, we were never w ith o u t the m ost 
in tim a te  contact w ith  the founder and in sp ire r o f ou r movement.

On F ebrua ry  15, 1929, not qu ite  fo u r  m onths a fte r  our ex
pulsion, as the Com m unist P a rty  was p repa ring  its  na tiona l con
vention, we published the “ P la tfo rm ”  o f our fa c tio n — a complete 
sta tem ent o f our p rinc ip les and our position on the questions o f 
the day, na tiona l and in te rna tiona l. To compare th is  p la tfo rm  w ith  
the reso lutions and theses tha t we, as w e ll as o ther factions, used 
(o w r ite  in the in te rna l na tional faction  figh ts, is to see what an 
abyss separates p.eople who have acquired an in te rna tiona l theoretica l 
outlook from  national-m inded fac tiona lis ts  f ig h tin g  in  a restric ted 
area. Our p la tfo rm  began w ith  our declaration o f princ ip les on an 
in te rna tiona l scale, our view o f I he Russian question, our position 
on the great theore tica l questions at the bottom  o f the figh t in 
the Russian p a rty — the question o f socialism  in one country . From  
there our p la tfo rm  proceeded to na tiona l questions, to the trade 
union question in the U n ited  States, to the detailed problems o f 
p a rty  organ ization, etc. For the firs t tim e  in the long drawn-out 
([action figh t in the Am erican Com m unist movement a rea lly  rounded 
in te rna tiona l M a rx is t document was th row n  in to  the arena. That

was (he resu lt o f adherence to  the Russian L e ft  O pposition and 
its  program .

We p rin ted  th is  p la tfo rm  in  The M ilita n t, f irs t  as our proposal 
to  the convention o f the Com m unist P a rty , because a lthough expelled 
we m ainta ined our position  as a fac tion . We d idn ’t  run  away from  
the p a rty . W e d idn ’t  s ta r t another one. We turned back to the p a rty  
membership and said: “ We belong to  th is  p a rty , and th is  is our 
p rogram  fo r  the p a r ty  convention, ou r p la tfo rm .”  N a tu ra lly , we 
d idn ’t  expect the bureaucrats to  p e rm it us to  defend i t  in  the con
vention. We d idn ’t  expect them to  adopt it .  W e were a im ing  a t the 
Com m unist ra n k  and file. I t  was th is  line, th is  technique, which 
gave us our approach to the ran k  and file  members o f the Com
m un is t P a rty . W hen Lovestone, F oster and Com pany said to them : 
"These fellows,' these T ro tsky is ts , are enemies o f the Communist 
In te rn a tio n a l; they  w a n t to break up the p a r ty ; ”  we could show 
them i t  wasn’t  so. O ur answer was: “ No, we are s t i l l  members o f 
the p a rty , and we are su b m ittin g  a p la tfo rm  fo r  the p a rty  th a t 
w i l l  g ive i t  a clearer p rinc ip led  position  and a be tte r o rien ta tion .”  
In  th is  way we kep t our contact w ith  the best elements in the 
p a rty . We re fu ted the slander th a t we were enemies o f Communism 
and convinced them  th a t we, ourselves, were its  loya l defenders. 
By th is  means we f irs t  gained th e ir  a tten tion  and eventua lly  re 
cru ited  m any o f them, one by one, in to  our group.

On M arch 19, I see by m y notes, we held a m eeting in the 
Labor Temple to  p ro test the deporta tion  o f T ro tsky  fro m  the 
Soviet U nion. A t  the he igh t o f the w orld  sensation created by this 
news we called a mass m eeting here in th is  Labor Tem ple w i t !  
Cannon, Abern and Shachtman advertised as speakers. W c protested 
aga inst th is  in fa m y  and again declared in public our solidarity 
w ith  T ro tsky .

U nder the date o f M ay 1.7, 1929 The M il ita n t  carried  the cal' 
fo r  the f irs t  N a tiona l Conference o f the L e ft  O pposition in tin 
U n ited  States. The m ain task o f th is  conference, as announced iv 
the call and subsequent pre-conference artic les , was to adopt th~ 
p la tfo rm . T h is p la tfo rm , which Cannon, Abern and Shachtman had 
draw n up and subm itted to the Com m unist P a rty  as a d ra ft,  be
came the d ra ft  o f  a p la tfo rm  fo r  our organ iza tion , subm itted to 
our f irs t conference.

The Russian Question Dominates
A no the r task o f the conference was fu r th e r  to c la r ify  our ranks 

as to  our position on the Russian question. I f  you study the h is to ry  
o f Am erican Bolshevism  fro m  1917 to the present day, you w ill 
find th a t a t every junc tu re , a t every c r it ic a l occasion, a t every 
tu rn  o f events, i t  was the Russian question th a t dom inated th 
dispute. I t  was the Russian question th a t determ ined the allegiance 
o f people, w hether revo lu tiona ry  o r re fo rm is t, fro m  1917 up to  the 
s p lit in the Socia list P a rty  in  1919. A t  the tim e  o f the expulsion 
o f the T ro tsky is ts  in  1928; in the innum erable figh ts  we had w ith  
the various fac tions  and groups in the course o f our own develop
ment, up to our f ig h t w ith  the petty-bourgeo is opposition in the 
Socia lis t W orkers P a rty  in  1939 and 1940— the ove rrid in g  issue was

always the Russian question. I t  was dom inan t every tim e  becausi 
(he Russian question is the question o f the p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion. 
I t  is not the abstract problem o f a prospective re vo lu tio n ; i t  is the 
question o f the revo lu tion  its e lf, one tha t ac tua lly  took place ai»* 
s t i l l  lives. The a ttitu d e  tow ard tha t revo lu tion  today, as yesterday, 
and as in  the beginning, is the decisive c r ite r io n  in de te rm in ing  th *  
character o f a p o litica l group.

We had to  c la r ify  th a t question a t ou r f irs t  conference, because 
no sooner had we been expelled and begun to  f ig h t the S ta lin is t 
bureaucracy, then a ll k inds o f people wanted to  jo in  us on one 
l i t t le  cond ition : th a t we tu rn  our backs on the Soviet U n ion and on 
the C om m unist P a rty  and build  an an ti-C om m unis t o rgan iza tion . 
We could have recru ited  hundreds o f member's in the f irs t  days 
had we accepted th a t condition.

There were others who wanted to abandon the idea o f fu n c tio n 
in g  as a fac tion  o f the Com m unist P a rty  and proc la im  a com ple te ly 
independent Com m unist movement. The task  o f our conference 
was also to c la r ify  th a t issue. Shall we s ta r t  a new independent 
p a r ty  and renounce any fu tu re  w o rk  in the CP, o r sha ll we continue 
to  declare ourselves a fac tion  ? T h a t question had to  be answered 
decisively.

A no the r problem  re fe rred  to the f irs t  N a tion a l Conference was 
the nature and fo rm  o f our na tiona l o rgan iza tion , and the election 
o f our na tiona l leaders. Up to th a t tim e  “ The Three Generals”  had 
functioned as the leadership s im p ly  by v ir tu e  o f the fa c t th a t they 
had started  the fig h t. T h a t was a good enough ce rtifica te  to  begin 
w ith : those who take the in it ia t iv e  become leaders o f an action  
by a h ighe r law  than any referendum . B u t th is  could no t continue 
inde fin ite ly . We recognized th a t i t  was necessary to have a con fe r
ence and to  elect a lead ing com m ittee. W e were fo rtu n a te  enough 
to receive Comrade T ro ts k y ’s answer to our com m unication in  tim e  
fo r  th is  conference. I l is  answer, as a ll o f his le tte rs , as a ll o f his 
artic les , was permeated w ith  po litica l w isdom . H is  fr ie n d ly  advice 
helped us in  so lv ing  our problems.

Representation at the Conference
The M ilita n t im ports th a t 31 delegates and 17 a lte rna tes fro m  12 

cities attended the f irs t  conference o f the A m erican T ro tsky is ts , 
representing  a to ta l o f about 3 00 members th rou gh ou t the country . 
The conference was held in Chicago in M ay 1929. You can see fro m  
the figures I  have cited th a t ne a rly  h a lf  o f the members o f our 
young organ iza tion  came rs  delegates o r a lte rna tes to  fo rm  th is  
h is to ric  conference.. I t  m et in a s p ir i t  o f u n an im ity , enthusiasm  and 
unbounded confidence in our g re a t fu tu re . The ve ry  f irs t p repa ra tion  
we made was the p ractica l one o f p ro te c ting  the conference aga inst 
S ta lin is t hoodlums. The whole delegation, a to ta l o f 48, were a ll 
enlisted in the a rm y  o f self-defense. I f  the S ta lin is ts  had a ttem pted 
to in te rfe re  w ith  th a t conference they  would have been given a 
good answer fo r  th e ir  pains. B ut they decided to  leave us alone 
and we convened fo r  days in peace.

Let me repeat. There were .11 delegates and 17 a lte rna tes from  
12 cities, representing approx im ate ly  100 members in our na tiona l 
o rgan iza tion . W e called ourselves The Com m unist League o f A m e r
ica, L e ft Opposition o f the Com m unist P a rty . W e were sure we 
were r ig h t. W c were sure th a t our program  was correct. W e w ent 
trom  (hat conference w ith  ( h c o n f i d e n t  assurance tha t the whole 
fu tu re  development o f the regenerated Com m unist movement in  
Am erica, up to the tim e  the p ro le ta r ia t lakes power and begins 
o rgan iz ing  the socialist society, would trace its  o r ig in  to  th a t f i r s t  
N a tiona l Conference o f the Am erican T ro tsky is ts  at Chicago in  
M ay 1929.

(T o  be continued)



SATURDAY, AUGUST II, 1945 T H E  M I L I T A N T PAGE SEVEN

The Workers' Forum columns are open to the opinions of the readers of "The M ilita n t"  
Letters are welcome on any subject of interest to the workers. Keep them short and include 
your name and address. Indicate i f  you do not want your name printed.

Letter from England
E d ito r:

I  ju s t came across a c o p y  c l  
y o u r paper in  London recently  
(as fa r  as. I  know  a t the  on ly  
shop th a t sells i t )  and was. in te r 
ested to  read something- o f A m e r
ican labor.

I  have had the oppo rtu i ity  c f 
speaking to  m any Am erican serv
icemen d u rin g  the w a r and have 
found them  eager to learn about 
B r it is h  po litics  b u t sadly ig n o r
an t o f th e ir  own. The average 
B r it is h e r  is, I  believe, equa lly  ig 
no ran t and has the  disadvantage 
o f having polic ies and fac ts  b lu r
red by tra d itio n .

I t  is  indeed encouraging to 
read a newspaper “ published in  
the in te rests  o f the w o rk in g  peo
p le .”  I  should be pleased i f  you 
would be good enough to send me 
a few  details.

I  repeat, I  know  l i t t le  o f A m e r
ican po litics , b u t I  fee l th a t the 
trade  unions and le ft  pa rties  are 
fa r  s tronger in  B r ita in . No Ford 
a troc itie s  could possib ly occur 
over here.

John L . Lew is ’ un ion is perhaps 
m ore p o w e rfu l than  o u r coal un 
ion. I t  is im p o rta n t to  remember, 
however, th a t the im p o rta n t un
ions here are a ffilia te d  to the 
B r it is h  La bo r P a rty . The Labor 
P a rty  obviously represents the 
m a jo r ity  o f the w o rk in g  people, 
a lthough  perhaps the  m ore s in 
cere w orkers  are in  the  Com m un
is t  P a rty , the Socia lis t P a rty , etc.

The Labor P a rty  has no im m e
dia te  soc ia lis t po licy  because the 
tra d it io n  o f the B r it is h  people in 
sists on g radua l change and the 
p a r ty  would stand no chance o f 
o b ta in ing  power dem ocra tica lly  
w ith  a m ore extrem e po licy. To 
ob ta in  power undem ocra tica lly  is 
im possible a t the mom ent, fo r  
conditions are not bad enough to  
arouse the an tip a th y  o f the w o rk 
ers to  the  extent o f spa rk ing  a 
revo lu tion .

In  m y m ind i t  is the du ty  o f the 
m ore am bitious L e f t  pa rties  to  
m ake sure th a t the Labor P a rty  
carries ou t its  p o licy  o f n a tion a l
iza tion , and to  take  the  power 
fro m  the  Labor P a r ty  i f  i t  fa ils  
to  extend its  soc ia lis t po licy  fu r 
the r.

In  y o u r paper you appear to 
in fe r  th a t the  Labor P a rty  has 
betrayed o r w i l l  b e tra y  the w o rk 
ers. The la rge  m a jo r ity  o f the 
Labo r P a rty  members are mem 
bers o f trade unions, pa y in g  the 
p o lit ic a l levy, and i t  is  th e ir  dele
gates who, toge the r w ith  local 
branch delegates, decide the po li-

A Word to Our 
Correspondents

The volume cf letters to the 
Workers’ Forum is growing 
from week to week. We welcome 
letters dealing with any matter 
of interest to the workers. We 
want to publish them a11. To 
enable us to do this, it is es
sential that letters be kept as 
short as possible. No letter 
should be longer than 300 
words. Please keep w ithin this 
lim it so that every worker-cor
respondent may get a break.

T H E  E D IT O R

cy o f the p a rty . In  o ther words—  
the  Labor P a rty  is composed o f 
w orkers and its  po licy  is decided 
by w orkers. W hy  should they be
t ra y  themselves?

Please don’t  th in k  a ll th is  c r i t 
icism  comprises an abusive o u t
look on y o u r paper —  indeed, I  
have found m any sound views ex
pressed in  i t  and would conse
quen tly  lik e  to  lea rn  m ore about 
you r o rgan iza tion .

I  should be ve ry  obliged i f  you 
could le t me have some li te ra 
tu re . . .The censor m ay abuse his 
p riv ile ge  by e x tra c tin g  y o u r  
pam phlets. I  th in k  th is  un like ly  
bu t I  am bearing in  m ind the 
de letion recen tly  o f a so ld ie r’s 
election advice to  h is w ife .

G. H. I.
London, England

a n ti- la b o r and p ro -ca p ita lis t char
acter m ore openly. D u rin g  the 
coal s trikes the m ost “ re a l”  o f 
the libe ra ls  such as the newspaper 
PM , v ic ious ly  attacked the m in 
ers.

B u t, th is  does no t m ake 
them  fake, o r “ so-called”  libera ls . 
I t  m e re ly  exposes the rea l a n ti
labor ro le  o f libe ra lism . To speak 
in such case o f “ so-called”  lib e r
als means to  re fu rb ish  its  ta rn 
ished repu ta tion . L e t us no long 
er hear th is  phrase, w h ich on ly 
helps a long the deception th a t 
“ re a l”  libe ra lism  is pro-labor.

S. Ryan,
B rooklyn , N . Y.

What Liberalism Is
E d ito r:

In  the J u ly  21 M ilita n t, in  the
a rtic le  on the New Y o rk  s trike , 
the w r ite r  designates the  N . Y . 
Post as “ so-called lib e ra l.”  This, 
1 believe, is an e rro r. I t  im p lies 
th a t rea l libe ra lism  is pro -labor 
or a t least im p a rtia l.

L ibe ra lism  is essentia lly  a n ti
labor. I t  is  the  deception o f the 
w o rk in g  class. I t  preaches peace 
and harm ony between labo r and 
cap ita l. I t  counsels the w orkers 
to depend on the “ im p a rt ia l”  a rb i
tra to r. L ibe ra lism  te lls  labor 
th a t i t s  enemy is n o t the cap i
ta lis t class b u t the m il ita n t  in its  
own ranks who believes in  the 
class s trugg le .

W ha t happens when the w o rk 
ers decide to  use th e ir  on ly  wea
pon and go on s tr ike ?  The libe ra l 
opposes the s tr ike  as a breach o f 
class peace and harm ony. I f  the 
workers pe rs is t in  th e ir  s trugg le , 
the libe ra l grow s 'harsher in  his 
denunciation and shows his real

Trotsky Memorial Meetings
N E W  Y O R K

Main Speaker 
JAMES P. CANNON

N a tion a l Secretary, Socia lis t W orkers  P a rty  

Other Speakers
FA R R E LL D O B B S  LO U IS E  S IM PSO N

Wednesday, A ugust 22, 8 P. M .

WEBSTER H a LL
119 East 11th S tree t

(Between 3d and 4 th  Avenues)

Negro Soldiers
E d ito r:

Readers o f The M ilita n t w ill 
be in te rested in  a le tte r  by a 
w h ite  sold ier fro m  M ississipp i, 
which shows how an ti-N e g ro  p re 
judice has been b reak ing  down 
in the  A rm y  despite a ll the e f
fo r ts  o f the Brass H ats to  keep 
the fires o f race hatred sm older
ing. The le tte r, o f w h ich I  en
close a copy, appeared in a recent 
issue o f “ Y ank ,”  the A rm y  
\\ eekly.

E W T
New Y o rk  C ity  

*  *  *
Dear Y ank:

I  received a copy o f you r 
m agazine and read th a t the 
A M G  is le tt in g  the Germans go 
back to  school. A f te r  th a t I 
read in  “ M a il C a ll”  about the 
J im  C row  trea tm e n t o f colored 
Am erican soldiers.

Now I  am fro m  M ississippi. 
U n t i l I  came in to  the A rm y  I 
hated Negroes. I t  wasn’t  any
th in g  they did to me; I  ju s t 
d idn ’t  like  them. Since I  have 
been in the ETO  I have fo u g h t 
fro m  D -D ay to  V E -D ay w ith  
N egro soldiers. I  was wounded 
tw ice  in  one foxhole and a Ne
gro  saved m y li fe  by  using his 
f irs t  aid k i t  on me. Then he 
carried  me to  where a doctor 
could w o rk  on me. T h is  was un
der heavy fire. L a te r he died. 
He was fro m  New Y ork  and he 
knew  I  was fro m  the south 
where he had no frfeedom .

M any N egro soldiers have 
died on the f ro n t  fo r  Am erican 
soldiers who though t J im  Crow 
was rig h t.... W hy no t le t the 
Negro race have w ha t they 
fo u g h t fo r . I  fee l th a t they 
should, and a lo t  o f southern 
G I’s fee l the same way.

T /S g t. W ill ie  Jones 
Somewhere in  Germ any

WIN AN ORIGINAL
LAURA GRAY CARTOON!

Have you been following the trials and tribulations of 
the "poor rich”  fam ily in Laura Gray’s feature cartoons on 
Page 8 of The M ilita n tf  I f  you have, you most like ly have 
your own pet name for this family. The M ilita n t  is con
ducting a contest to find the most appropriate descriptive 
name for them.

Three o rig in a ls  o f these fea tu re  cartoons, personally  in 
scribed to  the w inners by the cartoon ist, w i l l  be awarded fo r  
the th ree  best names subm itted. F ir s t  choice o f the  o rig in a ls  
w i l l  go to  the firs t-p la ce  w inne r; second choice to  the second- 
place w inne r; th ird  choice to  the th ird -p lace  w inner. In  case o f 
ties, a ll who subm it w inn ing  names w ill receive an o rig in a l 
fea tu re  cartoon, by G ray.

A ll readers of The M ilitan t are eligible for the contest 
and there is no lim it on the number of suggested names a 
contestant may enter. Just send in your entries, clearly 
w'ritten on a sheet of paper, together with your fu ll name 
and address.

A ll entries must reach The M ilitan t office, 116 Uni
versity Place, New York 3, N. Y. by August 31. Editors 
of The -M ilitant w ill judge the contest and decide the w in
ning entries. Their decision w ill be final.

Pioneer
Notes

BUFFALO
A  m oving p ic tu re  h is to ry  o f 

the October Revolu tion 
Saturday, A ug . 25, 8 P. M .

M ilitan t Forum  
629 M a in  St. 2nd flo o r 
C ha irm an: B IL L  G R A Y  

W estern N . Y . O rgan izer, SWP

DETROIT
Speaker: Irv in g  N orth  

3513 W oodward, Room 21 
Sunday, A ug . 19, 8 P. M .

D e tro it

BOSTON
W orkers ’ E ducationa l C enter

30 S tu a rt S treet 

Speaker: L. T ra in o r  
F rida y , A ug . 24, 8 P. M .

TOLEDO
Sunday, A ug . 19, 8 P. M . 

Roi D avis Bidg1., Room 304, 
905 Jeffe rson Avenue 

Speaker: G. Collins 
— also—

B aritone  solo by 
R obert K enda ll

AKRON
F rid a y , A ug . 24, 8 P. M . 

405-06 E v e re tt B ldg.,
39 E. M a rke t St.

Spfeaker: T . Grant
Cleveland O rgan izer, SWP

LOS ANGELES
Sunday, A ug . 26, 8 P. M .

Embassy A uditorium
South H a ll, N in th  and G ran t

Likes Accuracy
E d ito r:

In  the June 30 issue o f The 
M ilita n t, in  the a rtic le  by A r t  
Preis concerning the Federal 
Labor Relations B il l,  the w r ite r  
stated th is  was the B a ll-B u rto n - 
H a tc h -H ill b ill.  W h ile  to  the  le f t  
o f the  a rtic le  in  the cartoon by 
G ray i t  is lis ted  as the  H atch- 
B u rto n -B a ll b ill,  exclud ing the 
name o f H i l l .

Since th is  issue I ’ve reed Jus
tice, Advance, Labor and m any 
o ther papers and none o f them  
listed H i l l  as p a r t o f the  b ill.  
N o t u n t il read ing the Congress
ional Record did I  re a lly  discover 
th a t i t  was sponsored on ly  by 
three. U n t i l I  discovered i t  I  
s incere ly tho ugh t The M il ita n t  
had the exclusive on th is  b ill.

Since I ’ve been read ing The 
M ilita n t I  have no t been able to 
com pla in about any o f the a r 
tic les in it .  B u t in  the fu tu re  I  
believe a thorough check should 
be made before p r in t in g  and 
keep h igh the q u a lity  o f accuracy 
o f The M ilita n t.

J. D.
Reading, Pa.

Veterans and Fascism
E d ito r:

The suggestion th a t a reg u la r 
column in  The M il ita n t  be d ire c t
ed tow ard the re tu rn in g  service
men, and a discussion o f th e ir  
problems, has been raised in  a 
num ber o f le tte rs  in the “ W orkers ’ 
Forum .”

In  some o f the published le t
ters, the  idea appears th a t in  
the veterans’  section o f the popu
la tio n  lies the  fu tu re  nucleus o f 
the Am erican fasc is t organ iza
tion . T h is  idea is  im p lied  in 
some and e x p lic it in  others.

W hile  i t  is, no doubt, true  th a t 
the European fasc is t o rgan iza
tions had th e ir  p ropo rtiona te  
numbers o f veterans o f W orld  
W a r I,  the re  were equal i f  not 
g rea te r num bers o f veterans re g 
istered in  the Com m unist parties 
and the Socia list pa rties in  Ger
many, I ta ly ,  France, England, 
Spain, and o ther countries. A n  
exam ina tion  o f the composition 
o f the fasc is t pa rties  abroad 
would clear th is  p o in t up qu ick ly .

M ore t ru ly ,  we can say th a t 
the fu tu re  nucleus o f fascism  in 
the U n ited  States lies in  the de
classed p e tty  bourgeoisie, which 
has flocked in to  the ranks o f the 
w o rk in g  class and arm ed forces 
due to  the trem endous accelera
t io n  o f the concentra tion o f capi
ta l because o f the w ar, the ex
pansion o f heavy in d u s try  a t the 
expense o f l ig h t  consumer indus
try ,  and the pressure o f ca p ita l
is tic  economy —  especia lly true  
in w a r tim e  —  in  destroy ing 
sm all business fo r  the benefit of 
m onopolistic development. The 
pe tty-bourgeo is w h ich are in  the 
arm ed forces m igh t, constitu te  a 
veterans’ w in g  o f an Am erican 
fasc is t organ iza tion .

A g ita t io n  fo r  a trade  un ion ve t
erans’ league is ou r answer in  
the trade  unions, b u t our m ain 
task is to w in  the veterans to 
Socialism . No doubt, la rge num 
bers o f veterans w il l  be found on 
the o ther side o f the  p icke t lines. 
I t  is p a rt o f our job  to  make 
those numbers sm a lle r and a be
g in n in g  m ust, and should, be 
made now.

George Storen
San Francisco, C a lif.

h a s tily  recommend a week a t 
M id -W est Vacation school. N o
where else have I  m et such sin
cere and w ill in g  teachers, a n x i
ous and desirous a t a ll tim es «to 
help the students in  th e ir  quest 
fo r  more knowledge. I  learned 
a lo t  fro m  them  and am anxious 
now to  continue studying.

The school was in  w onderfu l 
con trast to m y a rm y  “ tra in in g .”  
F o r one th in g , I  q u ick ly  le a rn 
ed in  the » m y  th a t I  was not 
to  th in k  fo r  m yse lf —  others 
in  h ighe r position  would do a ll 
the th in k in g  fo r  me. A  regu la 
tio n  was an o rder to  be obeyed 
b lind ly , “ mine no t to reason w hy 
—  m ine bu t to do —  or die.”

There is a com pulsory weekly 
o rien ta tions course he ld a t a ll a r
m y in s ta lla tion s  th roughou t the 
coun try  in  w h ich cu rre n t events 
and policies o f the governm ent 
(prepared in  W ashington, D. C.) 
are read by the com m anding 
o ffice r o f each company. A f te r  
the reading, the enlisted pe r
sonnel are asked fo r  comments 
and questions. A nd th a t is where 
the fu n  begins. I f  you disagree 
w ith  a po licy, the  o ffice r, as a 
representative o f the  a rm y, has 
to  cu t you short. He expla ins 
th a t such and such is so because 
i t  says so in  h is reading m a tte r 
and th a t he cannot sanction any 
argum enta tive  discussion. So 
you e ithe r agree w ith  the sub
je c t m a tte r and don’t  open your 
m outh ; o r you disagree and s t i l l  
don’ t  open you r m outh!

So you can im agine m y jo y  a t 
the classes here, where the 
teachers n o t on ly  in v ite d  open 
discussion bu t re lished a debate. 
Here was no b lind  acceptance o f 
heory bu t a complete analysis 

o f the pros and cons.

H . A .
Grass Lakes, M ich.

Vacation School
E d ito r:

I  had a grand week a t the 
M id -W est V aca tion school. I  
a rrived  a complete s tranger, not 
a p a r ty  member. Y e t a ll the 
members o f the s ta ff,  welcomed 
me m ost c o rd ia lly  and accepted 
me w th  no apparent reserva
tions. W hen I  le ft ,  I  d is tin c tly  
fe l t  I  had made m any new 
friends.... sincere, w arm  people. 
Believe me, i t  was a wonderfu l 
fee ling .

The classes I  was able to  a t
tend were o f inva luab le  benefit 
to  me. I  rea lize I  sha ll need 
much m ore in s tru c tio n  and 
reading, b u t fo r  a novice, I

Paper Seeks To Turn 
Vets Against Unions

V O T E  T R O T S K Y IS T !
In the Coming New York Elections

Am ong o ther im p o rta n t issues, the Socia list W orkers  P a rty  
E lection P la tfo rm  advocates:

ORGANIZATION OF TH E  W AR VETERANS 
BY TH E  TRAD E UNIONS!

The forces o f na tive  fascism  are ly in g  in  w a it fo r  the 
veterans. They w a n t to  tu rn  them  aga inst ra c ia l m ino ritie s , 
poison them  aga inst the labo r movem ent, organize them  in to  
f ig h tin g  detachments and establish fascism  in  A m erica. The 
trade  unions m ust ac t in  tim e to  save the  people fro m  th is  
fa te . Make the s trugg le  fo r  the veterans’ r ig h ts  a un ion f ig h t!

C L E V E L A N D , O. —  The drive  
to  tu rn  the w orker-ve te rans 
against the non-veteran w orkers 
is sw ing ing  in to  h igh  gear. The 
Cleveland News (J u ly  21) p itc h 
ed in to  the d rive  w ith  a lead edi
to r ia l en titled  “ V ic to ry  Is  O ur 
Business.”  In  i t  they shed hypo
c r it ic a l tears fo r  three veterans 
a t the Jack and H e in tz  Co. These 
men, com para tive ly  new a t Jack 
and H e in tz , were “ caugh t in  the 
la y -o f f  because o f a sen io rity  
prov is ion in  the con tract w h ich  
the M ach in is ts ’ U n ion  has w ith  
Jack and H e in tz .”

The News pretended to  be w o r
ried  about the veterans in  ques
tion . B u t the burden o f th e ir  
s to ry  was th a t un ion sen io rity  is 
a te rr ib le  th in g . They showed 
w h a t they were re a lly  th in k in g  
about when they howled “ senior
i t y ”  in  n e a rly  every paragraph .

A l l  the y  were doing, o f course, 
was a tta c k in g  the  union. The un 
ions, as every s tew ard knows, are

the  on ly  agencies -which re a lly  
can f ig h t fo r  the re tu rn in g  v e t
eran —  and the  on ly  agencies 
th rou gh  w h ich  the ve te ran h im 
se lf can re a lly  f ig h t fo r  his 
r ig h ts .

W ho else is go ing  to  s tick  up 
fo r  the  veteran? C e rta in ly  no t 
the  governm ent w h ich  m urdered 
Veterans o f W o rld  W a r I  in  
th e ir  bonus p ro tes t o f 1932.

In  the ve ry  same issue, the 
News proves th is  in  a fron t-p age  
a rtic le  about H a ro ld  K a lina , a 
veteran w ith  tw o  p res iden tia l 
c ita tions, who found the  G. I .  
B il l o f R igh ts  a ho llow  fra u d  —  
no th ing  bu t a “ B il l  o f Red Tape.”  
He found he couldn’t  ge t a $2,000 
loan he was prom ised. He found 
he couldn’t  ge t the  $20 a week 
unem ploym ent m oney he was 
prom ised —  because he was a l
ready g e ttin g  $80 a m on th  d is
a b ility . A l l  he could and d id  ge t 
fro m  the c a p ita lis t governm ent 
was the  ro y a l run-around .

The Los Angeles Branch o f the 
Socia lis t W orkers  P a rty  is find 
in g  Leon T ro ts k y ’s “ Fascism —  
W ha t I t  Is— How To F ig h t  I t ”  
an inva luab le  weapon in  th e ir  
f ig h t against the domestic fascist, 
Gerald L. K . Sm ith. A f te r  having 
exhausted a good supply a lready 
on hand, they sent us a rush order 
th is  week fo r  200 additiona l 
pam phlets.

T h is  pam phlet is a com pila tion 
o f a rtic les  by Leon T ro tsky , some 
o f which were o r ig in a lly  p rin ted  
in  The M ilita n t,  The F o u rth  In 
te rna tion a l and the bourgeois 
press. One section was taken from  
the book “ Germ any— W hat N e x t”  
and another fro m  “ W h ithe r 
France.”

I t  is a b r ie f, succinct analysis 
o f ju s t w ha t the t i t le  im p lies, 
fascism , its  economic and p o litica l 
roots, the weapons i t  uses and 
the counter-weapons which the 
w o rk in g  class m ust use to crush 
it.

“ Fascism — W hat I t  Is— How to 
F ig h t I t ”  can be obtained fo r  15 
cents fro m  Pihneer Publishers, 
116 U n ive rs ity  Place, New Y ork  
3, N . Y.

*  *  *

The New Y o rk  Local o f the 
SWP, a t its  mass m eeting on 
A ug ust 3, sold a good deal o f 
lite ra tu re . In te re s t in  the Socia list 
W orkers P a rty  p rogram  and the 
T ro ts k y is t analysis o f the ro le  o f 
the 'S ta lin is ts  was heightened by 
James P. Cannon’s speech on 
“ The D o w n fa ll o f B row der.”  
M any new friends  bought the 
“ Resolutions o f the E leventh Con
vention o f the T ro ts k y is t Move
m ent”  (15 cents, P ioneer Pub
lishers) and also James P. Can
non’s pam phlet, “ The End o f the 
C om inte rn”  (10 cents, P ioneer 
Pub lishers).

*  *  *

The M id -W est Vacation school 
is do ing a land-o ffice  business in 
M a rx is t lite ra tu re . New  friends  
and comrades s tudy ing  a t the 
school are acqu iring  no t on ly  a 
good education, b u t also a basic 
M a rx is t lib ra ry  a t the same tim e.

Prices and Wages
E d ito r:

Here is  a l i t t le  verse which I  
have created and which I  believe 
te lls  the tru th . I  hope you can 
find a place in  y o u r  splendid 
newspaper fo r  i t  as a l l the w o rk 
in g  people in  th is  coun try  should 
learn it .  Such conditions m ust 
not be allowed to  s tay here any 
longer.

When prices are h ighe r 
A nd wages are low er, 

P rosp e rity  comes 
A  g re a t deal slower.

George F. Young 
South Gate, Cal.

The sum m er months, occupied 
w ith  vacations and general re la x 
ation, usu a lly  denotes a lu ll in  
a c tiv ity . However, ju d g in g  fro m  
the correspondence received from  
our agents fro m  coast to coast 
qu ite the con tra ry  seems to  be 
the case th is  year.

•
M ilw aukee— “ Enclosed is $1.50 

fo r  th ree  new s ix -m onth  subs. 
One is fro m  a young 16-year-old 
lad who is w o rk in g  in  the same 
shop as I  am over h is  sum m er 
vacation. He took the sub a fte r  
he attended our Grace Carlson 
meeting. A no the r one o f the subs 
is fro m  a young w o rke r who also 
w orks w ith  me and was a mem
ber o f the IW W  in ’37 and ’38 
a fte r  being a leader in  the A F L  
Longshorem en’s U nion. He th inks  
ve ry  h ig h ly  o f the paper and is a 
K ova lesky fan . The o ther sub is 
fro m  a w o rke r o f a sm all and 
m il ita n t au to local w h ich  sent 
e igh t people to ou r Grace Carlson 
m eeting.”

•
C h i c a g o  —  “ Yesterday our 

branches held a Red Sunday M i l i 
ta n t fo llo w -u p  m ob iliza tion  in  tw o 
sections o f tow n fo r  the p u r
pose o f o rg an iz in g  neighborhood 
classes. In  the section th a t the 
C entra l B ranch w orked, 26 in 
d iv idua ls indicated a desire to 
a ttend classes. We sold $4.65 
w o rth  o f lite ra tu re , inc lud ing

Trotskyist Youth 
Hold Lively Forum

N E W  Y O R K  —  A t  a liv e ly  and 
w e ll-a ttended m eeting o f the  So
c ia lis t Y ou th  Group on A ug . 1 
the book, “ The Road to  Serfdom ”  
by P ro f. H yek, was reviewed by 
R uth  Thorne. Questions and an
swers were fo llow ed by re fresh 
m ents and music.

The next re g u la r m ee ting  o f 
the Socia lis t Y ou th  F o rum  w il l  
be held on Wednesday, A ug . 15, 
a t 8 P. M. in  the  Chelsea W o rk 
ers Center, 230 W est 23rd St., 
N . Y . C. A r t ie  Simmons w i l l  
speak on “ Eng land and the Labor 
P a rty .”  Questions and discussion 
are encouraged. A l l  you th  in te r 
ested in  soc ia lis t ideas are inv ited  
to  a ttend these b i-m o n th ly  fo 
rum s.

‘A m erican W orkers  Need A  Labor 
P a rty ,’ ‘Negroes in  the P os t-W ar 
W orld ,’ and ‘The S trugg le  fo r  
N egro E q u a lity .’ A  class is a l
ready organized in th a t p a rtic u la r 
neighborhood and a fte r  yeste r
day’s e f fo r t  attendance should in 
crease considerab ly.”

P h iladelph ia  —  “ A  s tr ik e  vote 
was being taken a t New  Y o rk  
Shipyards, Camden, New  Jersey 
on M onday and ou r comrades 
decided to d is tr ib u te  The M il ita n t  
there. O n ly once before had we 
d is tribu te d  the  paper a t th is  
union, bu t the w orkers  recognized 
the paper. Several asked: ‘ Is th is  
The M il i ta n t? ’ W hen to ld  th a t i t  
was, they eagerly  took i t ,  and 
no t a s ingle paper was discarded 
by the un ion members.”  He then 
proceeds to  p o s tc rip t his le tte r  
w ith : “ One M il ita n t  subscriber, 
an e x -IW W  m ember rep o rts : ‘ I  
have been read ing  y o u r paper fo r  
some tim e  and I  have been fo llo w 
in g  the  ac tiv itie s  o f yo u r people 
th rou gh  reports  in  the paper. I  
see th a t you people re a lly  mean 
w h a t you say and c a rry  ou t you r 
words in action. I ’m go ing  to  jo in  
u p !’ Ju s t goes to  show th a t The 
M ilita n t is  our best o rgan izer and 
re c ru ite r.”

•
M ilita n t  A rm y  s ta tis tics  include 

the  fo llo w in g : San Francisco 
again is h igh  scorer w ith  tw o 
s ix -m onth  and fo u r  one-year 
renewals in  add ition  to  one s ix- 
m onth  and one one-year sub
scrip tion . B u ffa lo  sent in  three 
one-year subs and one s ix -m onth  
and one one-year renewal. F lin t  
obtained th ree  one-year sub
scrip tions.

•
This departm ent has been in 

fo rm ed th a t the E aste rn  Penn
sy lvan ia  M il ita n t  p icn ic  was a 
huge success. N e x t week’s colum n 
w i l l  c a rry  m ore details.

In Detroit, Mich.
Yon can get 

T H E  M IL IT A N T  
a t the

F A M IL Y  T H E A T R E  
N E W S S T A N D  

opposite the theatre

Bny ‘The Militant’ Here:
A K R O N N E W  H A V E N

News Exchange, 51 S. M ain Nodelm an’s News Depot,

‘M il ita n t ’ Bookshop, 6 E ver- 106 Church St.
e t t  B ldg, Rm  405. N E W  YO RK

B U F F A L O M an ha ttan : 14th St. between
SE com er M a in  &  M ohaw k 2nd Avenue and S ix th  Ave. 

Newsstands on 42nd St. be-
C A M P B E L L , O. tween 5th and 6th Aves.;

E ide lm an’s Newsstand, W il- 116 U n iv e rs ity  Place. 1
son Ave. near Sheet and P H IL A D E L P H IA  !
Tube E m ploym ent Office. G erm antown and Leh igh  ;

C H IC AG O Aves., N .W . corner 13th St.
Ceshinsky’s Book Store, and M a rke t S t.
2750 W . D iv is ion Labor Forum , 405 W est
Socia lis t W orkers  Bookshop, G irard .
Room 317, 160 N . W ells . P O R T LA N D

D E T R O IT Sam m y’s Shine and Smoke
F a m ily  Theatre Newsstand, Shop,'240 N. B roadw ay
opposite theater R E A D IN G
“ M il i ta n t"  Bookshop, H erm an ’s Newsstand, 131
3513 W oodward - Room 21. Buttonwood S t.

LOS A N G E LE S Paddy’s Smoke Shop, 201

D ow ntow n: N E  corner 5th F ra n k lin  St.
1 and M a in ; 826 W . 5 S t.; Con-S A N  DIEG O , C A L .

solidated B ldg. 6th and H i l l ; 242 Broadw ay
! W orkers Book Shop 232 So.S A N  FR AN C ISC O

H ill ,  Room 200. F itzge ra ld  News Agency,
Tesslers’ Newsstand, 335% 21-4th S t.; Duncan’s News-
South H i l l  S tree t; Corner stand, 1986 S u tte r S t.; R ay ’s
5 th  and S pring  Sts,; 128 W . Smoke Shop, 1174 S u tte r S t.;
8d St. M acD onald’s Book Store, 867
Boyle H g t. :  corner Wabash M ission S t.; Golden Gate
& E vergreen; 2210% B k lyn News. Agency, 81 -  3rd S t.;
Ave. San Francisco School o f So-

^ H o llyw ood: Stands a t H o lly - c ia l Science, 305 W . G rant.

„  wood and Cahuenga, H o lly -S A N  PEDRO  -
wood a n d  Los Palmos, Johnson’s Pool H a ll, ^

g Southwest: corner Robert- 531 Beacon S t.; LaRue
son &  Pico B lvds. Pharm acy, 1 3 0 9 Pacific

p M IN N E A P O L IS S t.; A bram s Pharm acy, 1002
t  Labo r Book Store, 10 S. 4 St. S. G affey.

d S hinder’s News Agency S E A T T L E
n Hennepin Ave. and 6th St.; E c k e rt’s, com er W ashington

P ioneer News Agency, St. and 1st Ave.; B ishop’s
e 238 2nd Ave., South; Hap- D ru g  Store, 507 Jackson S t.;
6 p y ’s Stand, 8 th  St. and N ic- R aym er’s Book Store, 905-
® d ie t ,  
i l  <

3rd A ve ; Pool Room, 500 
M a in  S t.; L ib e r ty  News, 3rd

I. M IL W A U K E E and Pike.
— N .W . corner, W isconsin Ave.
”  on T h ird  St. TO LEDO
0 M il ita n t  Bookshop, 926 Branch ’s Sports Center, 908
d P la nk ing ton  Ave., Rm. 21. 
k

W ash ing ton St.
M ain D ru g  Store, M ich igan

13 N E W A R K St. and Madison Ave.
1- D ow ntow n —  Newsstand at 905 Jefferson, Rms. 228-230.
s- 11 S p rin g fie ld  Ave. Y O U N G S TO W N
et Progressive W  o r  k  e r  s Terrace C onfectionary,
at School, 423 S pring fie ld . 1947 Jacobs Road

FIGHT FOR THIS PROGRAM:
1. F u ll em ploym ent and job security fo r  a ll 
workers and veterans!

A  sliding scale of hours! Reduce the hours of work 
w ith no reduction in pay!

A  rising scale of wages! Increase wages to meet the 
increased cost of liv ing!

Operate all government-built plants under workers’ 
control!

2 . Independence o f the trade unions fro m  
the governm ent!

Rescind the no-strike pledge!
W ithdraw union representatives from the W ar Labor 

Board!

3. Organization o f the war veterans by the 
trade unions!

4 . F u ll equality fo r  Negroes and national 
m inorities! Down w ith  Jim  Crow!

5. W ork ing  class political action!
Build the independent labor party!
Establish the workers’ and farmers’ government!

6 . Tax  the rich , not the poor!
No taxes on incomes under $5,000 a year I

7. A w orking class answer to capitalist m ili
tarism  !

M ilita ry  train ing of workers, financed by the govern
ment, but under control of the trade unions!

Trade union wages fo r all workers in the armed forces!

8 . Hands o f f  the European and colonial peo
ples!

W ithdraw the AJIied Occupation Troops from Europe! 
Solidarity w ith  the revolutionary struggles of the 

European and colonial peoples!

Join the Socialist Workers Party!
S O C IA L IS T  W ORKERS P A R T Y  
116 University Place 
New York 3. New York

I  would lik e :
□  To jo in  the  S oc ia lis t W orkers  P a rty .

[]J To ob ta in  fu r th e r  in fo rm a tio n  about y o u r organ ization.

□  To attend m eetings and fo rum s o f the Socia lis t W o rk 
ers P a rty  in  m y c ity .

Name
(Please P rin t)

A ddress ....................................................... .......................

C i t y ...................................... Postal Zone . . . .  State
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O n ly  the w o rld  revo

lu tio n  can s a v e  the 

USSR fo r socialism. B u t 

the w o r l d  revo lu tion  

carries w ith  i t  the ines

capable b lo ttin g  out o f 

the K re m lin  o ligarchy.

—  Leon Trotsky

Army Strikebreaking
Arm y strikebreaking, particularly through the 

agency of Selective Service, has now become gen
eral practice in v irtua lly  every strike struggle of 
the workers.

In Akron recently, the Army brass hats ordered 
the local draft boards to reclassify and draft lead
ing rubber strikers. Fortunately, so great was the 
local pressure, that the local draft officials pro
tested against being employed as strikebreakers.

Striking truck drivers in Chicago, on explicit or
ders from Arm y heads, w'ere hauled before draft 
boards and thrown into the army. A t the same time, 
thousands of soldiers were forced to act as scab 
drivers to break the strike.

The July 27 issue of the Dodge-Chicago Local 
274, UAW-CIO, paper contains a flaming editorial 
indictment of the connivance of the Chrysler cor
poration and Arm y officials which has resulted in 
the drafting of leading union militants.

This editorial correctly points out that it is pre
cisely the best fighters for the union who are being 
singled out and dragged into the army in order 
to behead the unions by depriving the workers of 
m ilitant leadership.

The American workers have long since discover
ed that the War Labor Board is nothing but a gov
ernment strikebreaking agency. Now they are learn
ing the bitter lesson that the Arm y and all the other 
agencies of the capitalist government are also strike
breaking instruments of the employing class.

The top labor leaders seek to persuade the union 
ranks to put their faith in the capitalist govern
ment. But every act 6f every agency of that gov
ernment proves that the workers can place reliance 
upon it only at their own peril. Army strikebreak
ing alone offers sufficient evidence that this govern
ment is the agent and tool of the W all Street 
rulers.

British Elections
British labor’s overwhelming election victory 

contains a lesson of decisive importance for the 
workers everywhere. That victory could never 
have been gained had not British labor won the 
confidence of the middle-class millions.

“ The middle classes revolted,”  reported the N. Y. 
Times. “ This ‘nation of shopkeepers’ voted for so
cialization. Even the rural population abandoned 
. . .  its ‘feudal inheritance.’ ”

Thus, the very class which big capital every
where seeks to mobilize as a mass base for fascism, 
in England has joined forces with labor. The B rit
ish middle class has voted for drastic social change 
— for socialism. It now believes that the British 
labor movement w ill really fight for this funda
mental social change.

Here, in undisputed fashion, is once more dem
onstrated the leading role of the organized working 
class in modern society. The British events prove 
to the h ilt that when the workers show real de
termination to strike out for a new social order, 
when they mobilize for decisive action, they ra lly 
behind them all the intermediary layers of society 
.—the professional groups, the small property own
ers, the little  business men squeezed to the wall 
by the giant monopolies.

But if  the organized workers, misled by treacher
ous leadership, act feebly and half-heartedly, walk 
meekly in the paths of collaboration with the ex
ploiters and oppressors, then the disoriented, lead
erless middle class falls into the snare of fascist 
demagogy.

The Bolshevik Revolution in Russia first con
clusively demonstrated that a bold, revolutionary 
program w ill ra lly  the middle class behind it. But, 
as Leon Trotsky warned the German workers in the 
early days of H itler’s rise, the failure of their par
ties and leaders to take decisive revolutionary ac
tion would drive the desperate middle class onto 
the road of fascism.

In April 1933, Trotsky wrote in The O n ly  Road 
that "under the conditions of capitalist disintegra
tion and of the impasse in the economic situation, 
the petty bourgeoisie strives, seeks, attempts to tear

itself loose from the fetters of the old masters and 
rulers of society. It is quite capable of linking up 
its fate with that of the proletariat. For that, only 
one thing is needed; the petty bourgeoisie must 
acquire faith in the ab ility  of the proletariat to 
lead society onto a new road. The proletariat can 
inspire this faith only by its strength, by the firm 
ness of its' actions, by a sk illfu l offensive against 
the enemy, by the success of its revolutionary 
policy.”

Fascism in England— and in America, too—w ill 
not win over the middle class before the workers 
have had their chance. The British workers have 
just proved this on a tremendous scale. But i f  they 
falter, i f  they hesitate before the revolutionary 
socialist tasks that history imposes on them, they 
w ill lose the sympathy and aid of the petty bourge
oisie. Then, indeed w ill this leaderless middle class 
be turned into an instrument of fascist barbarism.

Just A  Mouthpiece
The liberal press is campaigning to "expose”  

Senator Theodore Bilbo, the vicious ranter from 
Mississippi. This gallant gentleman from the Old 
South, w ith a political racketeering record a mile 
long, has spew'ed his poison and daily insulted 
Italians, Jews and Negroes with impunity from 
his senatorial seat. He has foamed at the mouth 
W'ith ugly tirades on the supposed sins of every 
group of people except the one he really represents 
— the decayed ruling class of the south.

The N. Y. Post has been exposing his unsavory 
record in a series of revealing articles. The New 
York daily, P M  and other liberal papers also run 
column after column of "attacks”  on this windmill. 
Their constant refrain is that such an insulting, 
gesticulating lunatic does not really belong in the 
sacred halls of Congress.

It is fitting  that they should say this, these whin- 
ing organs of the "th ink ing”  middle class, for they 
support the capitalist system. They would have us 
believe that Bilbo is some kind of exception, a 
freak. They do not want the workers to under
stand that he is the mouthpiece for the southern 
capitalist class, and by and large for the north
ern capitalists as well.

Bilbo’s leather lungs are working overtime not 
alone for his own doubtful glory, but for his 
masters’, and for his less talented colleagues in the 
Senate. The poll-tax, lynch-law South is not ruled 
by Senator Bilbo. It is ruled by the capitalist class, 
which rules through the Democratic Party. Bilbo 
is the legitimate offspring of this party.

Dishonest and corrupted through and through, 
like its Republican twin in Maine and Vermont, 
this party regards Bilbo as one of its fair-haired 
boys. Hannegan, the Democratic national chair
man, never criticized him. Truman, President of 
the United States, never had a harsh word fo tlh is  
party brother. And Roosevelt, "the greatest libéral 
of them all,”  could not bring himself even to slap 
the wrist of this purveyor o f poisonous hate.

Singling out Bilbo alone for attack, as is done 
by all the liberal mush-sheets, is like magnifying 
a louse and projecting its giant image om a movie 
screen. Trotskyists attack the rottenness on which 
all such lice breed.

An Awful Warning
The American Jewish Committee estimates that 

in 1939 there were 8,939,608 persons of Jew'ish 
faith in Europe. Today, the committee estimates, 
only .about 1,250,000 remain alive. This does not 
include Jews in the Soviet Union, their number be
ing unknown.

1 f these estimates arc correct — and they are 
undoubtedly not far w'rong —  approximately 7,- 
689,000 perished. This colossal number represents 
human beings deliberately and cold-bloodedly mur
dered because of their religious beliefs. Victims of 
Nazidom, they were sacrificed by German capital
ism in its frenzied, insane effort to maintain a 
long out-moded economic system.

It would be a grave mistake to believe that the 
extermination of the Jews was a ghoulish quality 
inherent in the Nazis. As capitalism descends deep
er into the morass of barbarism, the deliberate 
slaughter of defenseless minorities increasingly be
comes one of its distinguishing characteristics, on a 
world scale.

The foul beliefs of the Nazis, far from being 
limited to Germany, are deeply rooted elsewhere, 
particularly in the United States. It is a rare day 
that does not witness outbursts in Congress by the 
reactionary Southern Bourbons identical with those 
of the Nazi racists. The swinish lies and utterances 
of these Congressional degenerates are repeated with 
a thousandfold increase in viciousness by the whis
perers now busy organizing native fascism.

The so-called race “ riots”  in America alone give 
a foretaste of the terrible bloodletting which would 
occur were fascism to gain power in this country. 
H itler’s cold-blooded slaughter of millions of Jews 
would pale into insignificance as amateur begin
nings compared to the slaughter of Negroes, Jews 
and other minorities that would occur were Amer
ica’s native fascists to succeed.

The mass murder of the Jews in Europe is thus 
a terrible warning to the workers of America. The 
system of capitalism breeds fascism just as it breeds 
war. While fighting the fascist scourge wherever it 
rears its ugly head, the workers must broaden the 
struggle to an all-out fight to end capitalism. Noth
ing eRe w ill suffice to banish permanently this 
hideous threat.

Vote Trotskyist!
for

DOBBS & SIMPSON 
In the Cominq 

N. Y. ELECTIONS

u l ’ d  l ik e  to  t r y  i t  o n  f o r  size  —  y o u  see I ’ m  a tte n d in g  S e n a to r B i lb o ’ s 
K la n  p a r ty  n e x t w e e k !”  (See C artoon Contest, page 7)

France
A new advocate o f some very 

ancient ideas is Charles T illo n , 
S ta lin is t m in is te r o f av ia tion  in 
the de Gaulle governm ent. Th is 
agent o f the K re m lin  does not 
even pay lip  service to planned 
economy, w h ich  has proved its  
su p e rio rity  in the Soviet U nion.

“ Q uite f ra n k ly ,”  he said; “ I  do 
not believe in a ll-o u t na tion a liza 
tion . N a tion a liza tio n  has some 
connotation as a m onopoly and an 
in d u s try  w h ich enjoys a m onopoly 
is doomed to  fa ilu re  a t the outset 
since it  docs not. have to  w o rry  
about com petition.”  T h is  is the 
standard a rgum ent o f every 
cap ita lis t, even those exercis ing 
the m ost po w e rfu l m onopolistic 
con tro l over indus try .

In  the case o f five la rge  na
tiona lized p lan ts in  France, 
T illo n  gives the  French ca p ita l
is ts  w ide room- to hope they w ill 
be re turned to p r iva te  pro fiteers. 
“ I f  the nationalized ones can’t 
keep on th e ir  toes and make as 
much p ro fit  as the p riva te  firm s 
I ’l l  close the na tiona l fac to rie s .”

E ve ry  Chamber o f Commerce 
can re jo ice in  the fo llo w in g  
a rgum ent presented by th is  
typ ica l S ta lin is t leader: N a 
tionalized in du s try , he claim s, has 
no incentive “ to inven t newer 
and qu icker ways o f producing—  
tiie  basic idea being, w hat does 
i t  m a tte r i f  you lose money since 
the re ’s always the taxpaye r to 
make up the d e fic it? ”

India
A verage m on th ly  earnings o f 

m inew orkers in Ind ia  am ount 
to  18 rupees (one rupee equals 
about 30 cents). T h is  is an in 
crease o f 80 percent over wages 
p r io r  to  the w a r. B u t the o ffic ia l 
existence m in im um  is 18 rupees 
a m onth. Thus a fa m ily  o f fo u r 
m ust manage on a fra c tio n  o f the 
m in im um  requirem ents fo r  life . 
These fac ts  have been published 
in a memorandum by the Ind ian 
Federation o f Labor.

The m ineworkers are crue lly  
exp lo ited by contractors under 
the so-called M ushi system— an 
a rb itra ry  estim ate by corrupt 
overseers o f the q u a n tity  o f coal 
produced. They are fu r th e r  
preyed upon by the “ s ird a r,”  a 
re c ru it in g  o ffice r u tilized  by the 
em ployers to  h ire  workers. The 
“ s ird a r”  forces the w orkers to 
k ic k  back p a r t o f th e ir  wages in 
re tu rn  fo r  jobs.

England
The m ilita n c y  o f the B r it is h  

w o rk in g  class which las t week 
ra ised the Labor P a rty  to  office, 
is being sharp ly  dem onstrated by 
a new wave o f strikes. N ego tia 
tions to prevent a general ra ilw a y  
s tr ike  are in progress, as ra i l 
tra f f ic  in m any pa rts  o f B rita in  
was d isrupted la s t Sunday. Some 
600 ra i l w o rkers  a t one L iverpoo l 
depot voted A ug ust 5 to  continue 
th e ir  Sunday s tr ik e  over Monday, 
la s t day o f the A ug us t B.vnk 
H o liday week-end, said a dispatch 
to  the N . Y. Times.

Demands o f the ra i l w orkers 
are fo r  a basic m in im um  wage o f 
fo u r  pounds, ten sh illing s  weekly 
(about $18); a w o rk in g  week o f 
five 8-hour days; tw o  weeks’ 
vaca tion ; double-tim e fo r  ho liday 
w o rk ; and increased rates fo r  
Sunday, n ig h t w o rk  and over
tim e. The present m in im um  wage 
fo r  London ra il w orkers is on ly 
fo u r  pounds, about $16, fo r  48 
hours’ w ork.

Concurrent w ith  the ra il s trike  
is a “ go-slow ”  s tr ik e  o f London 
dock workers, undertaken because 
o f the in a b ility  o f the dockers

to ga in  ad justm ents o f wage 
grievances.

The N a tion a l Dock Labor 
Corpora tion , which assigns steve
dores to a ll m a jo r ports, has 
issued, notice o f suspension to  
some 900 dockers fo r  p a rtic ip a 
tion  in the slowdown. Suspension 
means denial o f the r ig h t  to w o rk  
and eat. The men, says a N . Y. 
T im es rep o rt, are deprived o f 
both the r ig h t  to em ploym ent in  
the docks and the r ig h t  to "p rove 
attendance”  and collect pay a t 
the ra te  o f 12 sh illing s  (about 
$2.50) a day on days when th e ir  
services are no t required.

These s trikes, which con fron t 
the Labor P a rty  governm ent w ith  
W orking class demands in the 
f irs t  week o f its  ad m in is tra tion , 
are a con tinuation  o f a s trike  
wave g ro w in g  since the end o f 
w a r in  Europe.

“ Probab ly the fa ire s t reading 
c f the s itu a tio n ,”  (.he Y orksh ire  
Post said e d ito r ia lly , “ is tha t... 
the long-te rm  trend , as measured 
over the period o f the w ar, is  in 
the d irection  o f g ro w in g  unrest. 
T h is  tendency is the inev itab le  
outcome o f the s tra in  o f war, 
to which has been added the 
rea liza tion  on the p a rt o f the 
w orkers th a t they are in  a fa v o r
able ba rga in ing  position. There 
has been some tendency to ex
p lo it  th is , and the tem pta tion 
m ay g row  w ith  the  advent o f a 
soc ia lis t governm ent.”

QUESTION BOX
Q : The Sunday News, Ju ly  29, 

said in  an ed ito ria l th a t the Rus
sian secret police, fo rm e rly  the 
OGPU, is now the N K V D . Do 
you have any knowledge as to 
exactly w hat these le tte rs  mean?

A : N K V D  stands fo r  N arodn i 
K o m m i s s a r i a t  V nu trenn ikh  
Del (People’s C om m issaria t o f 
In te rn a l A f fa ir s ) .  I t  has w ide 
police powers, and includes a 
special force o f over a qu a rte r o f 
a m illio n  men in  the Red A rm y , 
as w e ll as c iv ilia n  secret police. 
The name was changed fro m  
OGPU when the la tte r  became 
so hated and despised th a t i t  was 
losing its  effectiveness. OGPU 
stands fo r  Ob’yedincnoye Gosu- 
darstvenoye P o litich iskoye  U p- 
ravlenye (A m algam ated State 
P o litica l A d m in is tra tio n ).

*  *  *

Q : When our w o rk in g  hours 
are cu t and we lose our overtim e 
pay, we’re go ing to  lose a lo t 
more than, say, one day’s wages. 
Do you know w hat the average 
figures w ill be?

A : In  defense industries
w o rk ing  54 hours a week, and 
averag ing $59 on the basis o f 
overtim e pay, the w orkers  w i l l  
lose 34 percent o f th e ir  wages 
(about $20 a week) i f  the y ’re cut 
to a 40-hour week a t the same 
rate o f pay. In  p lan ts w o rk in g  
48 hours, w o rkers  w i l l  lose 22 
percent o f th e ir  pay, d ropp ing 
fro m  about $50 to  $39. These 
figures, o f course, do n o t take 
in to  account the fa c to r o f down
g ra d ing  which w il l  slash wages 
s t i l l  fu r th e r.

*  *  *

Q : How many members are
there in  B r it is h  trade  unions to 
day?

A : There are over e igh t m il
lion  trade un ion is ts  in  the B r it is h  
Isles, inc lud ing  close to a m il
lion  and three -quarte rs  who are 
women, la rg e ly  new to organized 
labor. The la rge s t union, A m a l
gam ated E ng ineering , has close 
to  900,000 members. There are 
app rox im a te ly  2,000 unions.

China
Accord ing to  a rad io tra n s 

m ission fro m  Yer.an, cap ita l of 
the S ta lin is t governm ent in n o rth 
west China, f ig h tin g  has broken 
ou t between K uom in tang  troops 
under Chiang K a i-shek’s command 
and the S ta lin is t forces known as 
the 8th Route A rm y . The com
m unique said th a t “ la rge  numbers 
o f fie ld guns, trench m orta rs  and 
Am erican-supp lied bazookas kept 
up an intense bom bardm ent of 
E ig h th  Route A rm y  positions on 
J u ly  24.”

The E ig h th  Route A rm y  “ stuck 
bravely to  th e ir  positions fo r  
ll ire e  days, bu t when a ll the 
a r t i l le ry  o f the 59th D iv is ion  and 
the T h ird  Reserve D iv is ion  were 
tra ined  on the E ig h th  Route 
A rm y  positions, they (the  E ig h th  
Route troops) were ordered to 
a b a n d o n  th e ir  positions in 
Yehtaishan, w h ich is  now oc
cupied by K uom in tang  troops.”

Observers believe th a t Chiang 
K a i-shek ’s offensive aga ins t the 
E ig h th  Route A rm y  is the f r u i t  
o f W ash ing ton ’s decision to  g ive 
firm  backing to the K uom in tang  
governm ent. P reviously  there  had 
been h in ts  o f support fo r  the 
Chinese S ta lin is t forces, con
nected w ith  e ffo r ts  by W ash ing
ton to b rin g  about a K uom in tang- 
S ta lS iis t coa lition  governm ent in 
China. T. V. Soong, p rem ie r in 
Chiang K a i-shek ’s gogvernm ent, 
recen tly  v is ited  Moscow fo r  
nego tia tions on S ino-Soviet issues. 
The ta lks  were reported to have 
been “ inconclusive.”

Greece
Open th rea ts  o f violence 

aga inst the people o f Greece were 
broadcast by the A llie d  puppet 
governm ent o f P rem ier V ou lgaris  
las t week, according to  reports  o f 
the Federal Com m unications Com
mission. E A M , the Greek N a 
tio n a l L ibe ra tion  F ro n t, was 
forced to  ca ll o f f  a mass m eet
in g  scheduled fo r  A thens stadium  
on Sunday, A ug us t 5. E A M , 
banned fro m  ho ld ing  po litica l 
meetings, had c ircu la ted pam ph
lets in v it in g  “ a ll taxpayers and 
a ll persons dismissed fro m  jobs”  
to  meet and demand an a n t i
fasc is t governm ent.

M in is te r o f the In te r io r  Con
stantine Tsatsos, too l o f the 
A llied -G reek reaction which has 
conducted a re ig n  o f te rro r  
aga inst w orkers and peasants 
since the defeat o f E A M -E L A S  
la s t December, declared th a t any 
attem pted m eeting w ould be 
prevented by police action. H is 
th re a t was re in forced by the 
police ch ie f o f A thens, who 
warned citizens not to  attend.

Australia
Three thousand w orkers in  30 

Sydney dockyards were on s tr ike  
recently  fo r  s ix  weeks “ in p ro test 
against in terfe rence w ith  th e ir  
dem ocratic r ig h ts  as un ion mem
bers by the C om m unist P a rty - 
contro lled executive o f the Iro n 
w o rkers ’ U nion, according to  a 
rep o rt in the New Leader, organ 
o f the B r it is h  Independent Labor- 
P a rty  (J u ly  14).

T roub le arose, the re p o rt states, 
over the suspension o f a leading 
opponent o f the C . P ., a “ good 
m ilita n t.”  The New Leader com
m ents: “ U nder w a r conditions 
i t  is  easy fo r  C .P . o ffic ia ls  to 
s ingle ou t m il ita n t opponents and 
charge them  w ith  opposition to 
union po licy which is in line  w ith  
cu rre n t C .P . po licy o f f u l l  sup
po rt to the w a r e ffo r t .  A n y  m il i
tan t a c tiv ity  on the job  can be 
characterized as de trim en ta l to 
the w a r e f fo r t  and aga inst the 
un ion ’s po licy .”

PROBLEMS FACING 
WAR VETERANS

------------ B y  C H A R L E S  C A R S TE IS -------------

Seniority fo r Veterans Seeking 
New Em ploym ent

A ccord ing to o ff ic ia l estim ates, on ly  about 20 to  25 
per cent o f the 15 m illio n  o r m ore men who w i l l  
even tua lly  be veterans had “ perm anent”  em ploym ent 
before they were d ra fte d . The rem a in ing  11 o r 12 
m illio n  w il l  be forced to seek “ new em ploym ent”  
when they  are discharged.

This vast num ber o f men do no t come under the 
job pro tection  provis ions o f the Selective Service A c t, 
which applies on ly  to  men who had perm anent em
ploym ent before induction  in to  the armed forces.

CIO and A F L  leaders have urged unions to  m ake 
provis ions in  contracts fo r  the se n io rity  o f veterans 
who ob ia in  new em ploym ent. Once a veteran is h ired , 
and “ a fte r  com pletion o f any p ro ba tiona ry  period in  
e ffec t in  the p lan t,”  they fa v o r g ra n tin g  “ sen io rity  
c red it fo r  tim e  spent in  the armed forces a f te r  Sep
tem ber 1, 1940. . .”

They fu r th e r  defined th e ir  position by  adding th a t 
“ such im puted sen io rity . . . should determ ine the v e t
erans’ r ig h ts  w ith  respect to  la y o f f  and reh ire .”

Several in te rn a tio n a l unions have declared them 
selves in  fa v o r o f a po licy  s im ila r  to  th a t o f the CIO  
and A F L  leadership. And, a lthough some loca l un ions 
have re jected the  po licy, i t  is  gene ra lly  accepted by 
organized labor.

In  speaking about em ploym ent fo r  veterans, a l l 
union vete rans’ com m ittees and veterans’ organ iza
tions sym pathetic to labo r recognize th a t the p ro b 
lem o f sen io rity  fo r  veterans w i l l  on ly  be resolved by  
fu l l  em ploym ent. None o f these groups, however, have 
presented o r endorsed a re a lis tic  p rog ram  fo r  achiev
in g  it .

A  U A W  o ffic ia l in  D e tro it  echoed the sentim ent 
o f a ll groups genu ine ly seeking em ploym ent fo r  ve t
erans: “ W ha t w e’re in terested in ,”  he asserted, “ is 
seeing th a t there are jobs fo r  everybody, so we don’t  
have f ig h ts  between d iffe re n t groups.”

T h is  same o ffic ia l exposed m anagem ent’s plan to  p it  
veterans aga inst w orkers  in  the c o n flic t over the 
d iv is ion  o f too few  jobs: “ M anagem ent is t r y in g  to  
wreck the se n io rity  system ,”  he declared, “ us ing the 
veterans as the  sledge ham m er. Some o f the b iggest 
companies in  D e tro it  w a n t us to agree th a t no w o rk 
er h ired since M ay 1, 1940, sha ll have any se n io rity  
a t a l l. ”

E m ployers hope the 11 o r 12 m illio n  men, who 
haven’t  had previous union experience b u t who have 
received a la rge  dose o f an ti-un ion  in do c trina tio n  
fro m  the o ffice r corps, can be used as an e ffec tive  
an ti-un ion  force.

T he ir hope has l i t t le  chance o f rea liza tion . In  fa c t 
the ve ry  opposite appears to  be the case. The ad
vice o ffe red m anagem ent by Business W eek in  its  
December 30, 1944 issue appears m ore va lid  today 
than  when i t  was w r it te n :  “ A  s ig n if ic a n t section o f 
business believes. . .”  according to  th is  W a ll S tree t 
organ, “ th a t there is a d iv is ion  o f in te rests and ou t
look between veterans and union members. L it t le  con
crete evidence is a t hand to  support th is  be lie f.”

W ith  increasing frequency veterans are reported 
in  the ro le o f m il ita n t  un ion f ig h te rs  in  p lan ts  and 
union locals th rou gh ou t the country . I t  is h ig h ly  prob
able th a t re tu rn in g  servicemen w i l l  become a m a jo r 
force behind a new, aggressive un ion leadership.

Ford Spouts Some More 
Crack-Pot Predictions

H enry  F ord  said the o ther day th a t “ the na tion  
and the w o rld  are on the  th resho ld  o f a p ro sp e rity  
and standard o f l iv in g  th a t never before was con
sidered possible.”  The Associated Press correspond
ent who reported th is , d id  no t ask the op in ion o f the  
45,000 w o rk in g  people th a t H e n ry  Ford  kicked ou t a t 
W illo w  Run. (Rem em ber h is grandson’s cool s ta te 
ment, “ W illo w  Run is as expendable as a b a ttle 
sh ip ’’ ?).

These 45,000 w i l l  f in d  i t  d if f ic u lt  to  jo in  in  F o rd ’s 
hopped-up optim ism . These “ expendable”  people w ith  
th e ir  “ expendable”  l i t t le  ch ild ren  have been th row n  
onto the scrap heap. And a squeaking colossus stands 
astride  the rubble he has made, and peeps his piece 
about p ro sp e rity !

W ha t m onum ental nerve th is  f l iv v e r  k in g  has! A nd  
w hat im pudent d isregard  o f the fac ts  in  h is own in 
du s try ! U nem ploym ent is r is in g  by leaps and bounds 
in D e tro it— but Ford, lik e  H e rb e rt Hoover, assures 
the soon-to-be s ta rv in g  thousands th a t p ro sp e rity  is  
ju s t around the corner!

“ A  standard o f l iv in g  th a t never before was con
sidered possible,”  he says! I f  H e n ry  F o rd  has h is  way, 
the auto w orkers w i l l  live  on a low er standard than 
they ever considered possible.

0PA Admits Profiteers 
Laugh at “Price-Control”

New m a te ria l has ju s t  come to  l ig h t  th a t reveals 
again how the corpora tions are basking in  the  b r ig h t 
p ro spe rity  o f a bloody w a r. I t  also reveals th a t  the  
O ffice o f P rice A d m in is tra tio n  (O P A ) w h ich  d id  no t 
keep liv in g  costs down fo r  consumers, did do a good 
job o f ra is ing  prices fo r  needy and w o rth y  corpora
tions.

Chester Bowles, a d m in is tra to r o f OPA, comes under 
so much f ire  fro m  the never-sa tis fied  c a p ita lis t class 
he w orks fo r , th a t he is sometimes stung in to  te ll in g  
the tru th . “ P ro f its  o f most p rice-con tro lled  in dus tries ,”  
he said, “ continued to  rise in  1945. Even a f te r  taxes, 
p ro fits  in m ost p rice-con tro lled  industries  have risen 
w ith o u t in te rru p tio n .”

W hen to ld th a t the re  are a few  companies s t i l l  
opera ting  in the red, Bowles answered th a t th a t  m ay 
be so, bu t “ in  p re -w ar 1936-39 ne a rly  60 percent o f 
a ll corpora tions— la rge  and sm all— were in  the red.”  
The w a r and OPA have pu lled  them  ou t o f the  red 
— fo r, adds Bowles, “ O ur p r ic in g  policies on in d iv id 
ual products provide fo r  p rice ad justm ents  where 
necessary to  p reven t ou t-o f-pocke t loss to  the indus
t r y  o r the product.”


