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BY THE EDITORS
The bandits o f Am erican im perialism  have em­

barked upon aelive intervention in  the in ternal a f­
fa irs  o f China. D ru n k  with power at the successful 
conclusion o f their “ war fo r democracy,”  the W all 
Street money barons now seek to take the place of 
the Japanese im perialists as the exploiters and op­
pressors o f the Chinese people.

A fte r  e igh t years o f b itte r  and costly s trugg le  fo r  the inde­
pendence o f th e ir  coun try , the Chinese people arc ready to  sweep 
aw ay the na tive  oppressors, the cap ita lis ts  and the landlords, 
and take th e ir  fa te  in to  th e ir  own hands. The crue l and bloody 
K uo m in ta ng  d ic ta to rsh ip  o f Chiang Kai-shek faces destruction . I t  
is  a t th is  po in t th a t the A m erican im peria lis ts , bent on dom inating  
China, have interposed themselves. They aim  to defeat the  aspi­
ra tio n s  o f the Chinese masses and fasten upon them  once more 
the chains o f colon ia l slavery.

Wall Street’s Promises and Acts
Am erican in te rven tion  exposes in the m ost g la r in g  fash ion the 

fraudulence o f the pretended w a r aim s o f Am erican im peria lism . 
The A tla n tic  C harte r prom ised freedom  and independence to  a ll 
peoples. I t  prom ised them  governm ents o f th e ir  own choosing. Y e t 
everywhere the arm ies o f A m erican im peria lism  have gone, these 
prom ises have been cyn ica lly  v io lated. In  Europe, puppet govern­
ments, subservient to  the w il l  o f the W a ll S tree t bandits, have 
been set up over the people. In  the P h ilipp ines, f irs t  o f the O rien ta l 
lands to  experience A m erican “ libe ra tion ,”  a puppet reg im e ru les 
under the p ro tection  o f A m erican bayonets, w h ile  the popu lar 
o rgan iza tions o f the masses are stamped out. Now the W a ll S tree t 
“ lib e ra to rs ”  a rc  g e ttin g  busy in  China.

Long before the outbreak o f the second W orld  W ar, the T ro t­
sky is ts  declared th a t the U.S. im p e ria lis ts  would fig h t Japan, no t 
in  order to free the colonial slaves o f Japanese im p e ria lism , no t 
in  order to  b ring  independence to the teem ing m illio ns  o f Asia , 
n o t in  order to assist the O rien ta l peoples to  rebu ild  th e ir  lives 
and free  themselves from  poverty  —  bu t in order to  substitu te  
themselves fo r  th e  Japanese im p e ria lis ts  as the enslavers and 
despoilers o f h a lf  the  human race.

Corroboration of Events
T h is  estim ate o f the ro le and purposes o f Am erican im peria lism  

in  the  O rien t has already been con firm ed in  the case o f the P h ilip ­
pines. I t  now receives fresh  con firm ation  in the Am erican in te rve n ­
t io n  in  China. T h is  vast land o f 400 m illio n  people is, w ith  Ind ia , 
one o f the riches t colonial prizes. I t  represents a huge po ten tia l 
m arke t. I t  has abundant n a tu ra l w ealth . I ts  p ro ve rty -s tr icken  bu t 
indus trious  people are a source o f cheap labo r w h ich prom ises lush 
p ro fits  to investors. Ch ina was the g rea tes t s ing le  stake in  the 
P acific  w a r. W a ll S tree t is in te n t upon sub ju ga tin g  th is  g rea t 
coun try  and enslaving its  people. T h a t is the  m eaning and purpose 
o f Am erican in te rven tion .

The defeat o f Japan has posed the question: W ho is to ru le 
China? There are on ly tw o  fundam enta l a lte rna tives. E ith e r  China 
w il l  continue to  be ru led by the cap ita lis ts  and land lords th rough  
the  bloody d ic ta to rsh ip  o f C hiang K ai-shek and the K uom in tang , 
o r the masses w i l l  take power in to  th e ir  hands and set up a govern­
m ent genu ine ly representative o f Ch ina ’s m illions .

Chiang K a i-shek ’s governm ent rules over the Chinese people 
w ith  an iron  hand. Because i t  fea rs  the masses i t  is incapable o f 
conducting a rea l s trugg le  fo r  China’s independence. On the con­
t ra ry ,  i t  becomes the too l o f im peria lism . In  tu rn  i t  has served 
the p reda to ry  in te rests o f the B r it is h  and Japanese im peria lis ts . 
I ts  pa trons today are the W’a ll S tree t finance-capita lis ts.

In  1937-38 Chiang K a i-shek ’s arm ies were expelled fro m  C h ina ’s 
coastal provinces and driven in to  the in te r io r  by the Japanese in ­
vaders. The a u th o r ity  o f the K uom in tang  reg im e was banished 
fro m  a ll the g re a t cities, po rts  and in d u s tria l areas. D u rin g  the 
ensuing seven years, C hiang proved to ta l ly  incapable o f d r iv in g  
ou t the Japanese invaders from  any o f the occupied te r r ito ry .  Cor­
rup ted  to  the core, fe a rfu l o f m ob iliz in g  the  masses fo r  a w a r to 
the  death aga inst the im p e ria lis t v io la to rs , the K uom in tang  clique 
watched help lessly w h ile  the dismembered cou n try  plunged ever 
deeper in to  ru in .

Chiang employed his forces to  suppress the Chinese masses, 
(Continued on page 2)
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JOBS BILL IS BIG FRAUD
Truman Backs Totally 
Worthless Legislation

By A rt Preis
As a tidal wave o f mass layoffs and wage slashes 

swept over Am erican labor, President T ru m an  on 
Thursday, August 16 fin a lly  indicated the basic meas­
ures he intends to advocate when Congress gets 
around to reconvening afte r Labor Day.

T his photograph by the Associated Dress shows w orkers being la id  o f f  at the Long Beach, C a lifo rn ia  Douglas A irc ra ft  Company 
p lan t on August 17 when “ some o f the 11,900 employees. . . lined up fo r  th e ir  f in a l paychecks.”  The AP  adds, “ con tract cancellations 
and m il ita ry  cutbacks caused the la y -o ff.”  The same scenes are being repeated on an increasing scale th roughou t the country .

In la nd  Steel S trike  Forces Corporation  
To Reinstate F ired  Union Committeemen

- «

Civil war has broken out in 
China. Troops of the Stalinist- 
led 8th Route Army have clash­
ed with Chiang Kai-shek’s 
troops in Shansi province. In 
other parts of the country 
Chiang’s troops are engaging 
8th Route Army units endeav­
oring to take over Japanese- 
held territory. Japanese army 
commanders in China have ap­
pealed to General MacArthur, 
the A m erican supreme command­
er, to  in tervene in China to end 
the “ mad scram ble”  and make 
possible an “ o rde rly  Japanese 
surrender.”

Unable to e ffec t rap id  reoccu­
pa tion  o f Japanese-held te r r ito ry , 
and fe a rin g  popu lar up ris ings o f 
the masses, C hiang Kai-shek has 
ordered Japanese, troops to keep 
th e ir  arm s and use them, i f  nec­
essary, to  “ preserve law  and o r­
der.”

W A S H IN G T O N  A ID S
A c tin g  on in s tru c tion s  from  

W ashington, General Wedemeyer, 
the  A m erican com m ander in 
China, has placed Am erican 
tra n s p o rt planes a t C h iang ’s d is­
posal so th a t K uom in tang  troops 
can be flo w n  to Japanese su r­
render po in ts. Wedemeyer has 
warned th a t “ i f  A m erican planes 
were fired on by  anyone, w hether 
Japanese, o r Chinese Commun­
is ts , in  the course o f c a rry in g

N a tio n a lis t (K uo m in ta ng ) troops, 
the Am ericans w ould re p ly  w ith  
fire .”  (C hungk ing  dispatch to  the 
N . Y. Post, A ug . 17).

In  issu ing th is  th rea t, Wede­
m eyer disclosed th a t 20 div is ions 
o f Chiang K a i-shek ’s troops have 
been fu l ly  armed w ith  Am erican 
iend-lease, inc lud ing  a r t il le ry ,  
and th a t 19 add itiona l d iv is ions 
have been armed 50 to 75 per 
cent.

S T A L IN IS T  M O VES
S ta lin is t troops o f the 8th 

Route A rm y  are reported to have 
moved in to  Japanese-occupied 
te r r ito ry  in N o rth  China to  invest 
the g re a t c ities o f Peip ing and 
T ien ts in . To the south, in  the 
Yangtsze va lley, S ta lin is t troops 
o f the New 4th A rm y  are re p o rt­
ed ready to  occupy N ank ing , 
C h iang ’s fo rm er cap ita l, and the 
g re a t p o rt c ity  o f Shanghai.

M eanwhile, f ly in g  columns o f 
o th  Route A rm y  figh te rs  have 
advanced deep in to  Inn e r M ongo­
lia  to  e ffe c t a ju nc tio n  w ith  the 
Soviet Red Banner A rm y  under 
S ta lin ’s M arshal Rodion M a linov­
sky.

General Chu Teh, commander- 
in -ch ie f o f the S ta lin is t arm ies, 
has appealed to the U n ited  States 
to  “ stop im m edia te ly  lend-lease 
to the K uom in tang  governm ent.”  
He declares th a t the danger o f 
c iv il w a r has now become “ ex­
trem e ly  grave.”

By J. Lyons
IN D IA N A  H AR BO R , Ind., Aug. 

20 —  As a resu lt o f the m ilita n t 
five-day s tr ik e  last week o f the
9,000 In land  Steel workers here, 
the company was compelled to ­
day to re insta te  two grievance 
com m itteem an who had been f ir ­
ed o u trig h t and escorted from  
the plant by company guards. 
A lthough  the re instatem ent order 
stipu la tes a 30-dav suspension, 
the w orkers defeated the com­
pany's aim o f perm anently e lim ­
in a tin g  tw o m ilita n t union lead­
ers from  the p lant.

In la n d ’s “ d isc ip lin a ry ”  d is­
charge o f the tw o  committeemen 
and its  a rb itra ry  one-week la y ­
o f f  o f W illia m  M aiho fe r, vice 
president o f Local 1010, CIO U n it ­
ed S tee lworkers, was the fina l 
provocation in a long series o f 
a ttacks on the union which eom-

A t  the same tim e the Tam ­
many machine announced in the 
press th a t a ll m in o r ity  parties 
would be challenged. I f  th is  
shoddy a ttem p t to deprive the 
m in o r ity  pa rties  o f th e ir  r ig h tfu l 
place on the ba llo t fa ils , the w ard- 
heelers plan to  squeeze the names 
o f m in o r ity  parties on the last 
line o f the vo tin g  machine. Th is 
would place the candidates o f 
the boss parties a t the. top  w ith  
some candidates being lis ted on 
tw o or m ore lines, depending 
upon the num ber o f p a rty  en­
dorsements wangled in back­
room deals w ith  p o lit ic a l bosses.

T A M M A N Y ’S “ C H A L L E N G E ”  
Tam m any’s “ challenge”  is 

the re fo re  likew ise designed to 
“ r ig ”  the proper sequence and 
arrangem ent o f candidates’ names 
aud p a rty  designation on the vo t-

pelled the In land  w orkers to shut 
the p lant down t ig h t  fro m  A ugust 
10 to A ugust 15.

The workers, in  a tho rough ly  
fig h tin g  mood, agreed to re tu rn  
io the job  last Tuesday on ly  a fte r  
U S W A  President P h ilip  M u rra y , 
the W ar Labor Board and the 
company assured the s tr ike rs  of 
im m ediate negotia tions on th e ir  
grievances. The w orkers voted 
to re tu rn  on ly a fte r  issu ing a 
stern w a rn in g  th a t they were 
prepared to  renew' the. s trugg le  
i f  they were not given sa tis fac­
tion . Today’s resu lts vind ica ted 
th e ir  m ilita n t action.

La s t week’s general w a lkou t 
had been preceded several weeks 
before by a successful s trike  o f the 
T in  M ill w orkers, jo ined by the 
Cold S trip  M il i men and un its  
fro m  other s tr ip  m ills . T h is  
arose over a d ispute in vo lv ing  
w o rk  schedules in the T in  M ill,

m g machines in order to insure 
to p -b illin g  fo r  the o ld-line  capi­
ta lis t  stooges run n ing  on the 
Dem ocratic and Republican t ic k ­
ets. Im m ed ia te ly  upon being 
no tified  th a t the pe titions o f the 
T ro ts k y is t candidate fo r  M ayor 
had been challenged, C. Thomas, 
C ity  O rgan izer o f the Socialist 
W orkers P a rty , no tified the A m er­
ican C iv il L ibe rties  Un ion o f th is  
a ttem p t to  deprive a m in o rity  
p a rty  o f its  r ig h t fu l place on the 
ba llo t.

M r. Foster, A c tin g  N a tiona l 
Secretary o f the Am erican C iv il 
L ibe rties  Union announced he 
would make a thorough inves tiga ­
tion  o f the m a tte r and th a t any 
illeg a l practices b y  the m a jo r 
parties w'ould be fought.

I f  th is  Tam m any-insp ired a t­
tem pt to m aneuver the m in o rity  
pa rties  o f f  the ba llo t is  carried

where the re fusa l o f a handfu l 
o f w orkers to  bow before the 
com pany’s th rea ts  inspired a s p ir­
it. o f m ilita n t resistance th ro u g h ­
out the m ill.

W’hcn a local union o ffice r in 
the T in  M ill refused to handle 
w'ork done w ith  equipm ent on 
which forem en and supervisors 
had w'orked in  v io la tio n  o f the 
im ion contract, he w'as sent home 
by his form ean. Before he had 
le ft  his locker, h is  u n it  walked 
out, fo llow ed by the en tire  T in  
M jl l and the next day by the Cold 
S tr ip  M ill.

The s tr ik e  was ended on ly  a fte r  
five days, w ith  the workers g iv ­
in g  a 16-hour u ltim a tu m  to  the 
company to settle  th e ir  g r ie v ­
ances. W ith in  16 hours the com­
pany yielded on a ll im p o rta n t de­
mands, even adding settlem ents

through i t  is bound to produce a 
s to rm y  pro test by a ll m in o rity  
parties. F o r its  p a rt, the Social­
is t W orkers P a rty  is prepared to 
appeal to  public op in ion to raise 
such a storm  o f p ro test as would 
boomerang aga inst the shystex-s 
and ward-heelers who s t i l l  dom­
inate New' Y ork  po litics.

See Editorial 
Tam m any Trickery  

Page 8

The l'ecent v ic to ry  o f the B r i t ­
ish Labor P a rty  has inspired 
m illions  o f Am erican workers. 
The slogan o f the Socia list W o rk ­
ers P a rty , “ fo r  an Independent 
Labor P a rty ,”  is becoming more 
popu lar every day. The boss 
po litic ians have taken notice o f 
th is  trend and are using every 
means possible to prevent the 
w orkers fro m  bu ild ing  th e ir  own 
po litica l p a rty  and run n ing  th e ir  
own candidates in  the elections.

IN THE NEWS
A'o Atom  Bomb Cutbacks!

“ A lthough  the w'ar has ended, 
Oak Ridge (Tenn.) w orkers s tay­
ed on t  h e i r  jobs today in ­
stead o f ce leb ra ting ,”  reports  the 
Associated Press, A ug us t 15, 
about the e ffec t o f the Japanese 
surrender on w ork  a t the huge 
atom ic bomb p lan t. “ A f te r  the 
f irs t v ic to ry  enthusiasm , workers 
were to ld  by Col. Kenneth D. 
N ichols, d is tr ic t  engineer, th a t 
they had no tim e to  lose.”

* *  *

Bosses’ Postwar Plans
Unions in  Seattle, W ash., are 

p ro te s ting  the purchase o f seven 
arm ored cars by the c ity  police 
departm ent fo r  use in  “ hand ling ”  
s tr ik in g  w orkers. Documents ob­
tained by union leaders revealed 
a well-p lanned secret, program  
to reorganize the police depart­
ment a long m il ita ry  lines fo r  
“ postw ar d isturbances.”

* * *

H ighly Beneficial, But —
“ In years past our corporate 

heads have devoted th e ir  best 
energies to  such th in gs  as p ro ­
duction, excellence o f products, 
p ro fits , etc., a ll o f which have 
been h ig h ly  beneficial to our econ­
omy but not e n tire ly  sa tis fa c to ry  
from  a social s tandpo in t.”  (R a lph 
Hendershol. F inancia l E d ito r, 
N. Y. W orld -Te leg ram ).

*  *  *

Just Around the Corner
On the same day John W. 

Snyder, Reconversion D irector, 
announced there would be a t least 
8,000,000 unemployed by spring , 
Ira  Mosher, president o f the N a ­
tiona l Association o f M an u fac tu r­
ers, predicted th a t the num ber o f 
unemployed who m ig h t be ou t o f 
jobs fo r  more than 30 days would 
am ount to less than 1,500,000.

Ask Y o u r Skopmale  
to Subscribe to 

The M ilitan t

Truman Orders 
Retention of 
Curbs on Labor

President Truman last week 
made public his labor policy 
for the "reconversion” period. 
While offering no effective pro­
gram to halt mass layoffs and 
drastic cuts in take-home- pay, 
he has a well-planned policy for 
curbing labor struggles and 
blocking adequate wage in­
creases.

T rum an ’s executive o rder o f 
Aug. 18 rea ffirm ed  the a u th o r ity  
o f the em ployer-dom inated, s tr ik e ­
breaking- W a r Labor Board d u r­
in g  “ reconve rs ion .”  He likew ise  
enunciated a s lick  fo rm u la  fo r  
keeping the lid  on wage increares 
w h ile  g iv in g  the appearance o f 
re la x in g  the w a rtim e  wage- 
freeze.

H is d irec tive  ordei-ed “ o ffic ia ls  
charged w ith  the  se ttlem ent o f 
labor d isputes”  under the  w a r­
tim e regu la tions  and Sm ith-C on- 
n a lly  A n t i-S tr ik e  A c t  to  tre a t 
disputes w h ich  “ in te rfe re  w ith  
e ffec tive  tra n s itio n  to  a peace­
tim e  economy”  as “ disputes 
which in te r ru p t w o rk  c o n trib u t­
ing  to the e ffec tive  prosecution' 
o f the w a r . ”

T h is  means th a t the ad­
m in is tra tio n  in tends to tre a t 
s trikes  now as i t  d id before Jap­
anese sui-render. The governm ent 
is prepared to  m ob ilize  a ll its  
s tr ikeb rea k ing  and pu n itive  pow­
ers, even in peacetime, to  smash 
m il ita n t  labo r s trugg les.

U nder trem endous pressure 
fro m  the  ranks o f labor, w h ich 
fo r  the past s ix  m onths have been 
hanunering w ith  p icke t lines 
aga inst the L i t t le  Steel fo rm u la , 
T rum an ’s executive o rder au-

He declared th a t a “ fu l l  em- 
p loym ent”  b ill is “ m ust”  leg is la ­
tion . T h is  has been genera lly  in ­
te rpre ted to  mean th a t T rum an  
had decided to support the M u r- 
ray-W agncr-P a tm an b i l l ,  the 
p rinc ip a l measure o f its  type be­
fo re  Congress.

Since its  in troduc tion  la s t Dec­
ember, th is  b i ll has been hailed 
by the assorted lib e ra l and labo r 
leaders as a sure -fire  guarantee 
o f “ fu l l  em ploym ent”  and pros­
p e r ity  under the “ free  en te rp rise ”  
ca p ita lis t system.

T R U M A N ’S A N S W E R
A fte r  pe rs is ten t silence about 

the M urra y-W a gne r-P a tm an  b ill,  
T rum an has .now seized upon i t  
in  an a tte m p t to  persuade the 
A m erican  w orkers  th a t he has an 
e ffec tive  answer to  the economic 
crisis. There can be l i t t le  doubt 
th a t the B r it is h  Labor P a r ty ’s 
e lectora l v ic to ry , w ith  its  in e v it­
able in fluence upon Am erican la ­
bor, added urgency to  T rum an ’s 
decision.

Yet, few  measures ever in tro ­
duced in to  Congress w ith  the 
ba llyhoo su rround ing  the “ F u ll 
E m ploym ent”  b i l l  have been so 
fra u d u le n t and w orth less. I t  is a 
fa c t, openly adm itted  by its  ve ry  
sponsors, th a t the b i l l  contains 
no t a s ing le  specific measure to  
fu lf i l l  its  sta ted purpose —  f u l l  
em ploym ent.

Thus, in a le tte r  to  the N . Y . 
Times, A ug ust 5, Senator W agner 
undertook to answer reac tiona ry  
c r it ic s  o f the b ill by s ta tin g  th a t 
“ there is no t as much d iffe rence 
between the sponsors o f th is  b i l l  
and its  c r it ic s  as m ig h t be sup­
posed.”  In  fac t, th e ir  c r it ic is m  
is based on a “ m isunderstand ing”  
o f w h a t the b ill re a lly  is.

“ The t ru th  is,”  reveals W agner, 
“ the re  is  no guarantee o f any 
k ind  in  the b i l l . ”  I t  w i l l  no t “ pu t 
the gov’t  in  com petition  w ith  
p r iva te  en terprise .”  The b ill,  he 
po in ts out, was “ c a re fu lly  d ra w n”  
in  order to “ preserve und im in -

(C ontinued on page 3) (C ontinued on page 3)

THE UNIONS' DUTY
An Editorial

To the la bo r-h a tin g  corpora tions the present na tion -w ide  sweep 
o f unem ploym ent is a golden o p p o rtu n ity  to advance th e ir  un ion- 
busting  offensive. They do no t look on an a rm y  o f h u ng ry , jo b ­
less w orkers  as an ev il. They welcome a “ f lo a t in g  poo l”  o f la bo r 
w h ich  they m ig h t use to  underm ine un ion wages and o rgan iza tion .

Such unions as the CIO U n ited  A utom ob ile  W orke rs  and 
M arine  and S h ipbu ild ing  W orkers, whose members have been 
la rg e ly  engaged in  w a r production, an tic ipa te  la y o ffs  in the ne x t 
few- weeks a ffe c tin g  more than h a lf  th e ir  members. W h a t w i l l  
happen to these union men and women?

W il l  they be forced to  sca tte r over the coun try  in  desperate 
hopes o f find in g  jobs? W ill they be pe rm itte d  to  drop ou t o f the  
unions, thus weakening organized labor in the face o f a trem endous 
economic cris is  and a fu rio u s  un ion-sm ashing o ffens ive  by  B ig  
Business? W ill they be forced by the em ployer-dom inated USES 
in to , low-wage, open shop jobs, a constant menace to  un ion wages 
and conditions?

I f  the unemployed are no t to  be converted, as the em ployers 
would like, in to  a d irec t th re a t to the un ions’ they m ust f in d  o r­
ganized support in th e ir  f ig h t fo r  unem ploym ent re lie f  and com­
pensation, in th e ir  s trugg le  fo r  jobs a t decent pay. The em ployed 
and unemployed w orkers  m ust be. welded toge the r in  solid, o rgan ­
ized u n ity  to ba ttle  fo r  a program  o f fu l l  em p loym ent and pe r­
m anent security .

These unemployed w orkers  are men and women who have 
helped to  bu ild  the unions. A ll th e ir  hopes and asp ira tions  fo r  a 
decent li fe  are bound up in the unions. W ill the unions now  turn, 
th e ir  backs upon the discharged w orkers , as they have in  the 
past? T h a t can spell d isaster fo r  the  en tire  w o rk in g  class.

The im m ediate, c ry in g  need o f the unem ployed w orkers  is fo r  
organized aid and pro tection , such as on ly  a union was able to  
g ive them w h ile  they were on the  job. They m ust continue to  
secure fu l l ,  d irec t union representation and organized support.

To hold the union ranks together, to  ligh t fo r  the needs o f the 
unemployed, every union m ust have an o ffic ia l body devoted to  
th is  problem . E ve ry  union should im m ed ia te ly  establish an U n ­
employed and Placem ent Com m ittee to  plan and launch an organized 
s trugg le  fo r  re lie f and jobs on beha lf o f the unemployed union 
members, and to  g ive  them fu l l  un ion representation and support. 
T h a t is a M U S T  task— now !

(Continued on page 4)

Tammany Challenges Election 
Petitions O f  S.W.P. Candidate

N E W  YO RK, Aug. 21 —  Tbe grubby, f i l th y  hand o f Tam m any 3b- 
H a ll —  New Y o rk ’s boss-dominated po litica l machine —  was re ­
vealed early  th is  week when the petitions bearing 14,914 signatures 
in support of F a rre ll Dobbs, T ro tsky is t candidate fo r  M ayo r in the 
Novem ber elections, were challenged by a M r. R ichard R. W itte , a 
reg istered Dem ocrat. ■£>-------------------------------------------------------
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The Significance Of The Conflict 
Between Chiang And The Stalinists

Soldiers of the Chinese 8th Route Army

Pictured above are Chinese fighters of the Eighth Route Army, largest unit of the armed forces of the Stalinist government 
in Yenan. I t  is soldiers such as these, many of them extremely you thful, that are engaged in combat with the Kuomintang troops of 
Chiang Kai-shek in Shansi province. Some of them are taking over Japanese-occupied areas in North China. Others have marched into 
Inner Mongolia to join forces with the Soviet Red Banner Army of Stalin’s Marshal Rodion Malinovsky.

(Continued from  page 1) fe

the  genuine opponents o f Japanese im peria lism . In te n t on ly  on 
p reserv ing  K uom in tang ru le , and the in te rests o f the cap ita lis ts  
and land lords, ho silenced every voice o f c ritic ism  and stamped 
ru th less ly  on every movement o f opposition to his reactionary  
reg im e. The prisons o f K uom in tang  China are tilled  to  ove rflow ­
in g  w ith  genuine figh te rs  against im peria lism , cham pions o f Ch ina ’s 
freedom  and independence.

M eanwhile C h iang’s regim e grew  m oribund. D evasta ting  eco­
nom ic cris is  brought on by the ravages o f w a r loosened the tie - 
rods o f la nd lo rd -cap ita lis t ru le . Peasant revo lts  f la re d  in various 
p a rts  o f the country . C h iang ’s own generals, observing the g ro w ­
in g  weakness o f the reg im e and a n tic ip a tin g  an o p p o rtu n ity  to 
replace Chiang in the seal o f power, conserved th e ir  weapons and 
m il ita ry  supplies and refused to move th e ir  troops in to  ba ttle  
aga inst the Japanese invaders. Chiang, fo r  his p a rt, hoarded his 
Am erican lend-lease supplies and conserved his arm ies fo r  use 
aga inst r iv a l w arlo rds and against the re v o lt in g  masses.

Axis of Popular Revolt
The g ro w in g  popu lar revo lt in  China has c rys ta llized  around 

the Chinese S ta lin is ts  and the Yenan governm ent in the no rthw est 
province o f Shensi. T h is  dual reg im e arose in the ru ra l in te r io r  
fo llo w in g  upon the defeat o f the Chinese revo lu tion  in 1927 and 
was the product o f the peasant s trugg le  which continued long a fte r  
the revo lu tiona ry  w orkers in the c ities had been crushed. The S ta l­
in is ts  look the leadership o f th is  s trugg le . I t  was they who set 
up the Yenan governm ent.

The Yenan reg im e represents a movement o f ag ra ria n  re fo rm  
and as such has gained widespread support among the peasantry. 
T h is  is the source o f power o f the Yenan reg im e and the S ta lin is ts  
who con tro l it. The Yenan reg im e ru les over a vast te r r ito ry  con­
ta in in g  a population estim ated at more than 80 m illio n  people. I t  
has at least 500,000 men under arm s and in add ition  contro ls  la rge 
g u e rr illa  forces in o ther pa rts  o f the country.

E ve r since the fo rm a tio n  o f th is  S ta lin is t dual governm ent, 
C hiang Kai-shek has tr ied  to s trang le  it  by blockade and m il ita ry  
action. The acute antagonism  between the K uom in tang  and Yenan 
is the p o litica l re flec tion  o f the irreconcilab le  con trad ic tion  be­
tween the needs and asp ira tions o f the Chinese masses, on the one 
hand, and the Chiang Kai-shek reg im e o f cap ita lis t- lan d lo rd  ex­
p lo ita tio n  on the other. Yenan represents a m orta l danger to 
C h iang ’s regim e.

Am erican im p e ria lism ’s m ain aim  in the Pacific w a r was to 
replace Japan as the im p e ria lis t overlo rd o f China. T h a t is w hy 
the W a ll S treet gangsters cannot and do not in tend to  rem ain 
ne u tra l in the u n fo ld ing  s trugg le  between Chiang K ai-shek and 
the Chinese masses. Am erican im p e ria lism  is determ ined to 
prevent, i f  i t  can, a revo lu tion  wh ich, by w ip in g  ou t c a p ita lis t-  
land lord  ru le , would au tom a tica lly  destroy the basis o f im p e ria lis t 
dom ination . That is w hy  W ashington and C hunking are in  alliance, 
consp iring  to crush the new beginnings o f the Chinese revo lu tion .

The Kremlin9s Policy
S ta lin  and the K rem lin  bureaucracy enter in to  th is  complicated 

s itua tion  as the insp ire rs and d irectors o f the policies o f the Yenan 
governm ent. W ith  Germ any and Japan defeated, S ta lin ’s possi­
b ilit ie s  o f d ip lom atic  m aneuvering in the im p e ria lis t w o rld  have 
been trem qndously narrowed. The Soviet Un ion is confronted in 
the  E ast as in the W est by the m ig h ty  power o f v ic to rious  A m e r­
ican im peria lism .

The K rem lin  bureaucracy, w ith  good reason, fea rs  the un ­
brid led power o f th is  im p e ria lis t colossus even m ore than i t  feared 
yesterday the m ig h t o f im p e ria lis t Germ any. I t  is  more apparent 
today than ever before th a t on ly  the extension o f the socia list 
revo lu tion  can provide sure pro tection fo r  the Soviet U nion. B u t 
the K re m lin  o liga rchy  has betrayed the Russian R evolution. I t  has 
imposed upon the f irs t  w o rkers ’ state a v ile , reactionary  d ic ta to r­
ship. I t  has sold out the revo lu tiona ry  s trugg le  fo r  socialism  in  
one coun try  a fte r  another. I t  stands in m orta l dread o f re vo lu tion ­
a ry  up ris ings anywhere, because i t  realizes th a t the w o rkers ’ revo­
lu tio n  w il l  sound the death-kne ll o f S ta lin ’s coun te r-revo lu tionary  
regim e.

S ta lin  is a tte m p tin g  to duplicate in  China his European po licy 
o f es tab lish ing on the borders o f the Soviet Union ca p ita lis t states 
“ f r ie n d ly ”  to and influenced by the K rem lin . T h is  is the m eaning 
o f S ta lin ’s cam paign, th rough Yenan, to counter Am erican pressure 
on Chiang Kai-shek. He seeks to “ dem ocratize”  Ch iang’s bloody 
d ic ta to rsh ip . H is  im m ediate a im , shown c le a rly  in  the demands 
o f  the Chinese S ta lin is ts , is to secure in China a coa lition  govern­
m ent in which the “ Com m unists”  and the K uom in tang  w i l l  share 
power.

B u t Chiang has a rich  and pow erfu l pa tron in  W a ll S treet. He 
is in no mood to make serious concessions to  the Chinese S ta lin is ts , 
m uch less share power w ith  them. Hence his ominous moves in 
the  d irection  o f a showdown a t arm s. The K uom in tang  regim e 
has fa llen  w ith in  the fas t expanding o rb it  o f Am erican im peria lism .

The A m erican w orkers m ust c lea rly  understand the na tu re  o f 
the  forces a t w o rk  in the present Chinese s itua tion . The ro le  o f 
the  Chiang K ai-shek reg im e and o f the Am erican im p e ria lis ts  is 
absolute ly c lear: to  keep the Chinese masses in  perpetual servitude. 
I t  is necessary to  realize, however, th a t the r is in g  mass movement 
in  China is a t the present tim e  under the leadership o f the S ta lin ­
is ts  who con tro l the Yenan governm ent. These leaders a lready 
have a long h is to ry  o f sell-outs and be traya ls  o f the Chinese 
masses.

In  1925-27, the S ta lin is ts  led China’s g re a t revo lu tion  to  ca­
tas troph ic  defeat by u n it in g  w ith  Chiang Kai-shek in  the c rim ina l 
“ bloc o f fo u r  classes,”  the f irs t  example o f a “ People’s F ro n t.”  
A f te r  Chiang K ai-shek had consolidated his reac tiona ry  ru le  on 
th e  ru ins  o f the revo lu tion , they sw itched to  a po licy o f irrespon­

sible adventurism . When Japan attacked, and Chiang Kai-shek 
was compelled to take up the defense o f the coun try , they led the 
g ro w in g  a n ti- im p e r ia lis t movement o f the masses back in to  the 
fo ld  o f the K uom in tang , where Chiang was able to  s trang le  it .

To achieve a “ People’s Anti-Japanese U n ited  F ro n t”  w ith  the 
K uom in tang  —  which was a rep e titio n  o f th e ir  in fam ous bloc 
w ith  Chiang in 1925-27 —  the S ta lin is ts  ceased a ll c ritic ism  o f 
Ch iang’s bloody regim e, abandoned the class strugg le , gave up 
th e ir  ag ra ria n  program , made th e ir  peace w ith  the land lords and 
cap ita lis ts . How  fa ta l was th is  po licy  can be seen now fro m  the 
fa c t th a t, fa r  fro m  b rin g in g  about a un ited and e ffec tive  defease 
against Japanese im peria lism , the s trugg le  against Japan was 
weakened and underm ined.

H a v ing  re jected the teachings o f Lenin and T ro ts k y  on the 
colonial revo lu tion , the S ta lin is ts  “ overlooked”  the fa c t th a t Chiang 
Kai-shek, and the Chinese ca p ita lis ts  and land lords which his 
reg im e represents, never have been in terested in  free ing  China 
fro m  im p e ria lis t dom ination . The end o f im p e ria lis t dom ination 
means the end o f th e ir  own ru le. Chiang fou gh t aga inst the Jap­
anese im p e ria lis ts  on ly  w ith in  the lim its  d ic ta ted by the in te rests 
o f the Chinese land lords and cap ita lis ts . M eanwhile, the S ta lin is ts  
kept the masses bound and gagged by means o f th e ir  in fam ous 
‘‘People’s Anti-Japanese U n ited  F ro n t.”  The “ u n ity ”  o f the S ta lin ­
ists w ith  the K uom in tang  led to the s trang u la tion  o f the genuine 
a n ti- im p e ria lis t s trugg le  and opened w ide the gate to the dom in­
ation o f China by W a ll S treet, in to  whose service Chiang has en­
tered ve ry  read ily .

The Real Menace
Now C h ina ’s s trugg le  fo r  independence, the s tr iv in g s  o f the 

Chinese masses fo r  re lie f ' fro m  servitude and poverty , are menaced 
by W a ll S tree t im peria lism  in  a lliance w ith  Chiang Kai-shek. The 
on ly  w ay to riieet the developing a ttack  is to  un fo ld  the a n ti- im ­
p e ria lis t mass movement in its  fu l l  scope.

To d raw  the vast peasant masses in to  the s trugg le , the p ro­
gram  o f the ag ra ria n  revo lu tion  m ust be revived. Land to  the 
peasants!

To activa te  the w orkers in the c ities, the program  o f socia list 
s trugg le  m ust be unfolded. E xp ro p ria te  the fac to rie s ! E lect Soviets 
to take over the powers o f governm ent!

A rm  the masses! D isarm  the class enem y!
C hiang Kai-shek is t r y in g  to use the Japanese troops in  China 

to curb the mass movement. Appeals should be addressed to  the 
Japanese soldiers, themselves w orkers  and peasants, to  make com­
mon cause w ith  the oppressed o f China. They w il l  re a d ily  respond!

B u t w h a t are the Chinese S ta lin is ts  do ing? 0,n the ve ry  eve 
o f c iv il w a r they are se ttin g  a rb itra ry , a r t if ic ia l and dangerous 
lim its  to the class s trugg le . They are t r y in g  to  l im it  the a im  o f 
the s trugg le  to  the establishm ent o f a coa lition  governm ent w ith  
Chiang Kai-shek in  a bourgeois-dem ocratic regim e. However, bour­
geois democracy is least o f a ll possible in  w a r-to rn , poverty-s tricken  
China. O n ly the m ost rad ica l p rogram  can serve the desperate 
needs o f the masses and insp ire  them  to s trugg le . O n ly  a tho rough­

go ing revo lu tion  can l i f t  the cou n try  fro m  chaos and decay. Even 
i f  some compromise is reached between the S ta lin is ts  and Chiang 
Kai-shek, th is  would be bu t a passing phase. Chiang K ai-shek w il l  
u tiliz e  any such agreem ent to  fu r th e r  prepare his forces fo r  a new 
bloody settlem ent w ith  the rebellious masses.

China again stands a t the crossroads. A ga in  the Chinese w o rk ­
ers and peasants face the fundam enta l a lte rna tives : F orw ard  to 
the Soviet power o r deeper in to  the m ire  under Ch iang Kai-shek 
and his im p e ria lis t a llies.

The program  o f the Chinese S ta lin is ts , essentia lly  the same 
as th e ir  p rogram  o f 1925-27, can on ly lead the Chinese masses to  
another appa lling  d isaster. I t  w i l l  mean a repe tition  o f the recent 
debacle in  Greece on a fa r  vaste r scale.

The Need of the Hour
C hina’s in d u s tr ia l p ro le ta r ia t, w h ich is sure to  rise  again and 

take the lead in the u n fo ld in g  revo lu tiona ry  s trugg le , m ust th is  
tim e  break decis ive ly w ith  S ta lin ism  and its  treacherous People’s 
F ro n t po licy. I t  m ust fo rge  a new re vo lu tio n a ry  p a r ty  based on 
the p rogram  o f Lenin and T ro ts k y  under w h ich  the Russian w o rk ­
ers achieved the g re a t revo lu tiona ry  tr iu m p h  o f October 1917.

The cadre o f th is  new p a r ty  is a lready in existence in  the 
Chinese section o f the T ro ts k y is t F ou rth  In te rn a tio n a l. O n ly under 
the banner o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l, and under no other, can 
the Chinese masses rea lize th e ir  asp ira tions and w in  v ic to ry  over 
the combined forces o f im peria lism  and na tive  reaction.

In  the period between the f irs t  de feat o f the Chinese revo lu tion  
in 1927, and the Japanese invasion o f China in 1937, the T ro ts k y ­
ists in China and in  every o ther land gave a ll the support they 
could to the Chinese Red A rm y  (now the S ta lin is t 8 th  Route and 
New F o u rth  arm ies) in  the f ig h t aga inst Chiang Ka i-shek, w h ile  
never ceasing to  c ritic ize  and condemn the ruinous po lic ies o f the 
Chinese S ta lin is t leaders.

When Japan invaded China in 1937, the S ta lin is ts  abandoned 
a ll opposition to  the K uom in tang  regim e. The T ro tsky is ts , on the 
o ther hand, gave com plete and unconditiona l support to  Ch ina ’s 
s trugg le  aga inst Japan, b u t refused to  make peace w ith  the hang­
man Chiang K a i-shek. N o t fo r  an in s ta n t did we suspend our op­
position to  Ch iang’s bloody and reac tiona ry  reg im e. On the  con­
tra ry , we pointed ou t tim e  and tim e  again th a t China’s s trugg le  
fo r  freedom  could never be successful under the leadership o f 
Chiang and the Chinese bourgeoisie. T h is  has now been proved 
to the h ilt.

The Trotskyist Position
We condemned the S ta lin is t leaders fo r  abandoning the class 

s trugg le  and en te ring  in to  a bloc w ith  Chiang and the Kuom in tang . 
Th is dishonest and treacherous pact on ly helped to shield the K uo­
m in tang  reg im e fro m  the re v o lu tio n a ry  w ra th  o f the Chinese 
masses and enabled C hiang K ai-shek to  sell ou t China’s s trugg le  
to the Am erican im peria lis ts .

Today, once again, the class lines are being draw n. Japanese 
im peria lism  has been defeated. Ch ina ’s m illio ns  now face the 
p reda to ry and ruth less im p e ria lis ts  o f W a ll S treet. U s ing  Chiang 
K ai-shek as the in s tru m en t o f th e ir  po licy, the W a ll S tree t p lu to ­
crats are bent on b r in g in g  China under th e ir  b ru ta l sway.

In  the un fo ld in g  c iv il w a r the T ro tsky is ts  stand unreservedly 
on the side o f the Chinese w orkers  and peasants aga inst the 
rapacious A m erican im p e ria lis ts  and th e ir  K uom in tang  allies. We 
stand w ith  them  even though th e ir  movement is a t present led by 
the S ta lin is t t ra ito rs . W here yesterday we supported China’s 
s trugg le  aga inst Japanese im peria lism , today we stand on the 
fig h tin g  line  w ith  China aga inst A m erican im peria lism .

The Am erican w o rkers  have a d irec t and v ita l in te res t in  
China’s s trugg le  fo r  em ancipation. E ve ry  b low  s truck  by W a ll 
S treet aga inst the Chinese masses is a b low  a t the Am erican 
w o rk in g  class. I t  bu ilds up the power o f the W a ll S tree t p lu to ­
cracy and aids them  in  fas ten ing  the chains o f e xp lo ita tion  m ore 
t ig h t ly  on the A m erican w orkers. C on tra riw ise , every b low  which 
the colonial peoples s tr ik e  a t the im p e ria lis t oppressors helps the 
w o rk in g  class in its  s trugg le  fo r  socialism .

The Am erican w orkers  m ust proc la im  th e ir  s o lid a r ity  w ith  the 
Chinese w orkers  and peasants. They can para lyze the arm  o f 
im p e ria lis t in te rven tion . They can and they m ust s tr ik e  the poised 
weapon fro m  the hand o f the W a ll S tree t bandits. F rom  the ranks 
o f organized labo r a thunderous demand m ust go up:

Hands o ff  China!
Down w ith im perialist in tervention!
Withdraw- all Am erican armed forces from  C hina! 
Let the Chinese people decide th e ir own fu tu re !
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Vote Trotskyist!
In  the Coming 

New- Y o rk  Elections

Am ong o ther im p o rta n t issues, 
the Socia lis t W orkers  P a rty  
E lection P la tfo rm  advocates:

W O R K IN G  CLASS 
P O LIT IC A L  A C TIO N !

The modern ba ttles o f labor 
are being fo u g h t out m ore and 
more on the p o litica l fie ld. To 
support any o f the boss 
po litic ians  or boss pa rties  is 
to  stab labo r in the back.

B U IL D  A N  IN D E P E N D E N T  
LA B O R  P A R T Y !

Take labo r’s f ig h t in to  the 
ha lls o f the leg is la tu res and 
Congress! E stab lish  a workers 
and fa rm e rs ’ governm ent!

1Suitable Em ploym ent’
One o f the m a jo r problem s 

fac in g  the unions is the squeeze- 
p lay be ing engineered by the 
corpora tions, U . S. Em ploym ent 
Service and state unem ploym ent 
insurance agencies to  force 
hundreds o f thousands o f fired 
w a r w orkers in to  low  - wage, 
sweated and non-union jobs.

When an unemployed w orker, 
especially a union man, now goes 
to the USES fo r a job, he is 
usua lly  o ffe red one at sub­
standard wages or fa r  below- his 
custom ary wages. I f  the w orker 
refuses to take such “ suitable 
em ploym ent,”  he is denied state 
unem ploym ent compensation On 
a na tion-w ide scale, th is  policy 
is being used as a pow erfu l em­
ployers’ weapon to destroy union 
wage standards.

A n  im p o rta n t case now being 
pressed by the CIO U nited A u to ­
mobile W orkers  has arisen ou t o f 
ll ie  shutdown o f the huge W illo w  
Run bomber p la n t. M any U A W  
members who refused jobs at 
d rastic  reductions in  th e ir  wages 
o r w h ich  would not u t iliz e  th e ir  
f u l l  s k ill have been denied unem ­
ploym ent compensation by the 
M i c h i g a n  U nem ploym ent In ­
surance Compensation Com m is­
sion .

U A W  o ffic ia ls , p repa ring  ap­
peals and su its  on the issue, 
charge the  com m ission “ is fo rc ­
in g  labor to  set a low er wage 
scale— som eth ing the  unem ploy­
m ent act w-as never intended to  
d o . ”

*  *  *

Union Conventions
A  num ber o f the b ig  CIO 

unions, the na tiona l C IO  and the 
A F L  have had th e ir  annual con­
ventions banned th is  year by the 
O ffice o f Defense T ra n s p o rta tio n .

This is a p a r tic u la r ly  danger­
ous blow  to the union ranks a t a 
tim e  when the w orkers are faced 
w ith  desperate problem s o f mass 
la yo ffs , wage cuts and a con­
certed un ion-busting  o ffens ive  by 
the corpora tions.

Last week, the ODT lifte d  its  
res tric tio ns  on pleasure tra ve l to 
sports events, inc lud ing  horse 
racing, and fo r “ g roup tra v e l”  
under the auspices o f to u ris t 
agencies. B u t i t  continued to  ban 
conventions o f more than 150 
people.

The U A W -C IO , whose scheduled 
convention th is  September was 
banned, la s t week served notice 
i t  m ay defy the ODT ru lin g . 
U A W  Secretary Addes declared 
the he would recommend “ th a t 
we hold a convention in sp ite  o f 
the irresponsib le  action o f the 
O D T .”  l ie  c ited the action o f the 
A m erican Legion w h ich has 
scheduled a la rge convention fo r  
Novem ber in  Chicago.

*  *  *

‘We W ill Not Budge’
In  h is tes tim ony las t June be­

fo re  a W a r Labor Board hearing 
on the In te rn a tio n a l T ypog raph­
ical Union s trikes  th a t forced 
suspension o f the Jersey Journa l 
and Bayonne Times, Jersey C ity  
and Bayonne, N . J . ,  IT U  P res i­
dent W o o d ru ff Randolph f la t ly  
to ld  the W LB  and Associated 
Pub lishers:

“ F o r a hundred years the 
p r in t in g  in d u s try  has recognized 
the app lica tion  o f un ion law s. I t  
is an established condition and 
po licy  th a t union laws are not 
sub ject to  a rb itra tio n  and th a t 
is a position fro m  w h ich we w ill 
not b u d g e ...  The publishers are 
go ing to recognize IT U  laws or

they are not go ing to  ru n  news­
pa pe rs .”

F o r 66 days the Jersey Jou rna l 
and Bayonne T im es publishers 
did not run newspapers. On 
August 15. they fin a lly  accepted 
a union con tract w h ich includes 
the IT U  laws, the m ain issue o f 
the s tr ike . T h is  decisive v ic to ry  
in what has genera lly  been 
regarded as a test case is ex­
pected to have im p o rta n t bearing 
on 35 o ther cases where the 
organized publishers have held 
up contracts in a planned cam ­
paign to  underm ine union o r­
ganization and conditions in  the 
news indus try .

*  *  *

Hunger Wages
A recent rep o rt o f the Fepper 

Senate com m ittee on w a rtim e  
substandard wages reveals an 
astounding p ic tu re  o f s ta rva tio n  
vages paid m illio ns  o f A m erican  
w orkers d u rin g  the period when 
the w orkers were supposed to  be 
w earing  “ s ilk  s h ir ts . ”

A ccord ing to the Senate com­
m ittee ’s find ings, more than 
17,000,000 w orkers at the he ight 
o f w a r production received less 
than 65 cents per hour, 826 fo r  
a 40 hour week, equiva lent in  
purchasing power to about 815 at 
prew ar prices. 5,000,000 received 
on ly 50 cents an hour, and 2,000.- 
000 less than the wage hour 
m in im um  o f 40 cents.

These figures were in troduced 
in support o f the Pepper b i l l to  
raise the 40 cent m in im um  wage 
to 65 cents. T h is  was one o f the 
measures, supported by the CIO, 
which was pigeon - holed when 
Congress ad jou rned ..

*  *  *

B ark to ‘Norm alcy’
A week before the f irs t  Japan­

ese surrender announcement, the 
w orkers  o f the  S perry  Corpora­
tion , Long Is land, received a 
four-page p rin ted  “ Message F rom  
Y our P resident”  on “ The F u tu re  
O f S p e rry .”

“ W h a t A bo u t P o s tw a r? ”  asks 
the message, and rep lies : “ We 
have no ‘ reconversion prob lem ’ 
in the ge ne ra lly  accepted use o f 
the te rm , since the development 
and m anufacture  o f precision 
equipm ent is ou r no rm a l busi­
n e s s ... We now em ploy about
19,000 p e o p le ...  O ur guess, and 
i t  can on ly  be ou r best guess, is 
th a t a low  po in t o f 6,000 to  8,000 
employes w i l l  be reached w ith in  
one year a fte r  the v ic to ry  over 
J a p a n .”

*  *  *

W ard ‘Seizure’
Now  th a t the w a r in  the Pacific 

has ended, i t  is reported, th a t the 
governm ent is p lan n in g  to  restore 
fu l l  con tro l to  M on tgom ery W ard 
o f its  “ seized”  p rope rties . These 
were taken over las t yea r by the  
A rm y  to ha lt s tr ikes  against the 
W L B ’s fa ilu re  to  enforce its  
orders aga inst the com pany.

Presum ably, (he c o m|p a n y, 
headed by the notorious open- 
shopper Sewell L. A very , w ill 
regain con tro l w ithou t com ply ing 
w ith  the W L B  orders which it has 
successfully defied fo r  several 
years.

The to ta l e ffe c t o f the “ seizure”  
w i l l  have been m ere ly  to prevent 
the union from  conducting m il i­
ta n t actions to secure the .con trac t 
to w h ich  even the W L B  con- 
eeeded i t  was e n t it le d . The com­
pany increased its  p ro fits  d u rin g  
the “ seizure,”  w h ile  the govern­
m ent la id  ou t several m illio n  
do lla rs  o f public funds to  operate 
the prope rties  i t  took over.

BREWERS IN MILWAUKEE 
STRIKE FOR CONTRACT

M IL W A U K E E . A ugust 11 —  
The S ch litz  B rew ing  Company 
b o ttlin g  p lan t here is com plete ly 
shut down in the th ird  day o f a 
rank - and - file  s tr ik e  pro testing  
the s ta llin g  o f con tract nego tia ­
tions.

W ith  over 1,600 S ch litz  w orkers 
out, the s tr ik e  threa tens to 
para lyze the M ilw aukee b rew ing  
in d u s try . Sections o f the Pabst 
and B ia tz  breweries have an­
swered the S ch litz  w o rke rs ’ ap­
peal to  spread the s tr ik e .

C O M P A N Y  S T A LL S
B urn ing  w ith  anger, the men 

and women o f the S ch litz  p lan t 
walked ou t T hursday over the  
com pany’s delay in  s ign ing  a new 
a ll-c ity  con trac t. The proposed 
con trac t includes substantia l wage 
increases, tw o  weeks’ vacation 
w ith  pay and p lan t, ra th e r than 
departm enta l, sen io rity .

The sh ipp ing room  employes 
in it ia te d  the s tr ik e . F o llow ing  
th e ir  example, the  b o ttl in g  m a­
chine g ir ls  then w ent to  the 
dressing room to  change to 
s tree t clothes. A  forem an tr ie d  to 
persuade them  to  s tay . A n  a t­
tra c tive , red-ha ired g i r l  called 
ou t: “ W here are a ll the m en?”

“ T h e y ’ve le f t , ”  he ad m itte d .;

“ W hat are we w a it in g  fo r  g ir ls ?  
Le t's  g o !”  responded the red­
headed spokesm an. Out they w ent 
to  the consternation o f the w ould- 
be scab-herder.

Company a ttem pts  to  h ire  
scabs to  replace the sh ipp ing 
room w o rkers  insp ired  a mass 
w a lko u t. Am ong n u m e r o u s  
grievances, s tr ik e rs  charged the 
company w ith  re fu s in g  to  reh ire  
servicemen and not rep lac ing  
them  on th e ir  fo rm e r jobs.

E . B .-  B rody, corresponding 
secre tary o f B rew ery W orkers 
Local 9, and Edw ard H u g h le tt, 
in te rn a tio n a l union representa­
tive , have tr ie d  to  order the w o rk ­
ers back to  the job, c la im in g  the 
s tr ik e  is “ un a u th o rize d .”  They 
have threatened s tr ik e rs  w ith  loss 
o f th e ir  jobs and union mem­
bersh ip .

For a Rising 
Scale of Wages 
To Meet Rising 
Living Cosfs!
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Reconversion Head Sees 
8 Million Jobless Soon

Unable to conceal the terrific economic crisis and fearful of ^  
political repercussions in America inspired by the British Labor 
Party victory, the Truman administration last week began to 
put on a show of "doing something” to stem the onrushing plant 
shutdowns which in one week have thrown millions out of jobs.

The a d m in is tra tio n ’s “ p lans,”  
as w e ll as its  f ir s t  “ candid”  ad­
m ission o f the true  scope o f the 
cris is , were embodied in  a 6,000- 
word re p o rt by T rum an ’s Recon­
version D irec to r, John W . Snyder, 
made pub lic  on A ug ust 16.

A P P A L L IN G  P IC T U R E
E n tit le d  “ F rom  W ar to Peace: 

A  Challenge,”  Snyder’s rep o rt 
was ch ie fly  s ig n ifica n t fo r  its  
ap pa lling  p ic tu re  o f sw e lling  
mass unem ploym ent and its  u tte r  
vagueness about specific, e ffec tive  
measures to  ensure fu l l  em ploy­
m ent and expanded p ro d u c tio n .

W hile  he ins is ts  th a t “ the ou t­
look is b r ig h t,”  the actua l facts 
cited in the re p o rt belied the 
re p o r t ’s op tim is tic  tone. “ I t  is 
expected tha t there w ill be 5,000- 
000 or more unemployed in  three 
m onths. I iy  sp ring  unem ploym ent 
m ay reach about 8,000,000. . . 
D em obilization from  the armed 
services w ill re tu rn  at least 7,000,- 
000 men to c iv ilia n  li fe  w ith in  the 
ne x t year.”  But, we arc assured, 
“ we are not go ing back to long 
periods o f mass unem ploym ent.”

T h is  assurance is fo r t if ie d  solely 
by the hope th a t a “ free  econ­
om y”  —  th a t is, unrestra ined 
c a p ita lis t p ira cy  —  w il l  achieve 
the goal o f “ a peacetime produc­
t io n  vas tly  expanded over an y ­
th in g  th is  o r any o ther na tion  
has ever seen. ”

T A K E  IT  ON F A IT H
How is th is  to  be realized 

specifica lly? “ T h is  re p o rt makes 
no a tte m p t to p ic tu re  a complete 
p ro g ra m . There is no place in 
our free  economy fo r  a m aster 
b lu e -p rin t which w il l  r ig id ly  
prescribe each move a t every tu rn  
o f the ro a d .”

W e are to ld  to take on fa ith , 
however, th a t “ nevertheless, care­
f u l  p lans have been la id  by v a r i­
ous agencies o f Governm ent 
under the guidance and d irection  
o f the O ffice o f W a r M ob iliza tion  
and Reconversion. They w i l l  be 
revealed by the heads o f agencies 
and by these subsequent acts o f 
these agencies as the  na tion 
proceeds to  unw ind its  w a rtim e  
economy and to  sw itch to peace­
tim e  p ro d u c tio n .”

W h ile  the w o rkers  are w a it in g  
fo r  these “ ca re fu l p lans”  which 
w il l  be “ revealed by the heads o f 
agencies”  a t no specified tim e  in

the fu tu re , they m ust res t content 
w ith  the bland assurance th a t “ we 
have a pent up demand a t home 
and abroad th a t toge ther w i l l  tax  
fo r  some tim e  our capacity to 
p roduce .”

B L IN D  A L L E Y
In  short, the  a d m in is tra tion  is 

hoping th a t there w il l  be enough 
mass purchasing power, both a t 
home and in  fo re ig n  countries, 
to  prov ide the Am erican c a p ita l­
is ts w ith  su ffic ie n t p ro fit incentive 
to keep the p lan ts  in  opera tion .

B ut how w il l  e igh t m illio n  un­
employed bo lster mass purchasing 
power to rea lize “ peacetime 
production vas tly  expanded over 
an y th ing  th is  o r any other nation 
has ever seen?”

The re p o rt adm its th a t the on ly 
present means fo r  th e ir  sub­
sistence is state unem ploym ent 
insurance “ down to  $15 o r $16 
(m ax im um ) in  fou rteen  sta tes”  
fo r  “ as low  as fou rteen o r sixteen 
weeks (m a x im u m ).”  I t  empha­
sizes: “ No person is en titled  to 
unem ploym ent compensation i f  he 
refuses any ‘su itab le ’ em ploy­
m ent,”  and adds s ig n ifica n tly , 
“ the de fin ition  o f ‘su itab le ’ varies 
fro m  State to  S tate.”

T rum an, the re p o rt states, w ill 
request Congress to  supplem ent 
th is  up to  $25 per week M A X I­
M U M  fo r  a M A X IM U M  o f 26 
weeks o f unem ploym ent in  any 
y e a r .  Even such im proved 
benefits, i t  is  obvious, would be 
on ly crum bs compared to  the 
reduced purchasing power in loss 
o f re g u la r wages, p lus  the  b i l­
lions in wage-cuts w ith  a re tu rn  
to the 40-hour week.

NO  W A G E  IN C R E A S E S
F u rth e r, “ as long as the re  is a 

th re a t o f in fla t io n  the ‘hold the 
line ’ s tab iliza tion  p rogram  m ust 
re m a in .”  O n ly such wage in ­
creases w i l l  be pe rm itted  “ which 
w il l  no t increase prices” —-a ready 
p re te x t fo r  denying h ighe r wages 
to meet the a lready trem endously 
in fla te d  prices.

B u t the ceilings— which have 
long since become a joke—w e are 
to ld  “ w ill be m a in ta ined”  on ly  
fo r  com m odities “ in  sho rt sup­
p ly ,”  and, n a tu ra lly , the re  w ill 
bo “ ind iv idua l ad justm ents in 
hardship cases.”  W hat p ro fite e r­

in g  corpora tion  doesn’t  plead 
“ ha rdsh ip? ”

Boiled to its  essence, (he ad­
m in is tra tio n ’s “ program ,”  aside 
from  a few meager pa llia tives, is 
the hope tha t “ somehow”  A m e r­
ican monopoly cap ita lism , which 
could not ha lt the economic 
d isaster o f 1929-39 short o f a 
plunge in to  war, w i l l  now “ pu ll 
the t r ic k .”  The hope is va in !

Truman Supports 
Fake Jobs Bill

(Continued from  page 1)
ished the fu l l  power o f Congress 
over anv expenditures. IT  CO M ­
M IT S  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  TO 
NO PRO G RAM  E X C E P T  TO 
H A V E  A  PRO G RAM  FOR CON­
GRESS TO C O N S ID E R .”  (O ur 
emphasis).

“MEANING LESS RHETORIC”
To th is , the N. Y. T im es res­

ponded acid ly. I f ,  as W agner ad­
m itted , the b ill contains “ no 
guarantees o f any k ind ,”  then its  
prom ise “ to assure... su ffic ien t 
em ploym ent opportun ities  to  en­
able a ll Am ericans... to exercise 
th is  r ig h t  to  fu ll- t im e  em ploy­
m ent,”  declares the T im es, is 
“ meaningless rhe to ric , w  h i c h 
ough t to be s tricken  ou t.”

The tw o-day Senate hearing 
la s t m onth on the b ill provided 
even fu r th e r  evidence o f its  com­
plete fraudulence.

In  his tes tim ony on the b ill,  
W agner made the astound ing ad­
m ission th a t i t  “ is not d iss im ila r 
to  the E m ploym ent S tab iliza tion  
A c t which I in troduced in 1928.”  
T h is  was the b ill ac tua lly  adopted 
by the Hoover ad m in is tra tion  in 
1931. B ut, W agner complains 
now, “ i t  was too la te .”  T h is  is 
v ir tu a lly  the same measure W ag­
ner —  and T rum an —  w ant to 
pa lm  o f f  on the Am erican people 
a second tim e.

W agner w ent even fu r th e r  to 
assure the cap ita lis ts  and th e ir  
Congressional agents th a t the b ill 
is  no th ing  bu t a lo t o f window^ 
dressing. “ We m ust not over­
look the fa c t,”  he to ld  the Senate 
com m ittee, “ th a t it. (the  M u rra y - 
W agner-Patm an b il l)  w i l l  not 
take the place o f specific meas­
ures and program s. I t  w i l l  not 
redress the sad circum stance th a t 
Congress thus fa r ,  has done too 
l i t t le  and been too la te in acting  
on m a tte rs  o f reconversion and 
postw ar economic a ffa irs .”

W H A T  IT  AD D S  U P TO
W hat, then, does the b ill pro­

v ide? N o th in g  more than th a t 
the P resident make “ an annual 
appra isa l o f the jobs needed fo r  
fu l l  em ploym ent,”  subm it p ro ­
posals —  unspecified —  to Con­
gress, and then Congress m ay —  
o r m ay n o t —  adopt these p ro ­

posals.
stance

t

Truman Retains 
Curbs on Labor

(Continued from  page 1)

thorized the W a r Labor Board “ to 
release vo lu n ta ry , wage increases 
fro m  the necessity o f a p p ro va l. ”  

Th is , however, contained a b ig  
joke r, nam ely : “ upon condition 
tha t they (wage increases) w ill 
not he used in whqle o r in  part 
as the basis fo r  seeking an in ­
crease in  price ce ilings.”  A ny em­
ployer can thus evade wage in ­
creases by in s is ting  upon h igher 
prices, even though he is well 
able to pay more wages from

T ru m an ’s Wage Policy
“ In Independence, Mo., H a r r i­

son J. I rv in g , 24, fo llo w in g  close 
on the heels o f the. H a rry  S. T ru ­
m an’s ex-cook, de livered h im se lf 
o f a le ng th y  pero ra tion  to re p o rt­
ers before res ign ing  as care taker 
o f the T rum an lawn. Reason fo r  
the  res igna tion : H a rrison  wants 
more money and he wants to  be 
paid on tim e .”  (Los Angeles 
Tribune. Aug. 6).

T h a t is the f lim s y  sub- 
o f the b il l —  no th ing

m o re !
In  his rev iew  o f the b ill before 

the Senate hearing, Representa­
tiv e  Patm an devoted m ost o f h is 
tes tim ony to  “ w hat the b ill does 
no t do.”  I t  “ does no t ca ll fo r  60 
m illio n  jobs o r any o ther specific 
am ount o f em ployment... does not 
propose to  guarantee specific jobs 
to  anyone., does not a im  a t em­
ploym ent fo r  the sake o f em p loy­
ment... does not provide fo r  the 
Government to  set production 
quotas fo r  any industry ... does not 
au thorize e ithe r the continuation 
o f w a rtim e  contro ls  o r the im ­
position  o f new economic con­
tro ls ... does no t au thorize Gov­
ernm ent operation o f G overn­
m ent-owned o r G overnm ent-fin­
anced w a r plants... F IN A L L Y , 
T H E  B IL L  DOES N O T SET 
FO R TH  A N Y  S P E C IF IC  SET 
OF PROGRAMS FOR M A IN ­
T A IN IN G  F U L L  E M P L O Y ­
M E N T .”

A  M E R E  PH R A S E
Patm an emphasized th a t the 

b ill has “ tw in  ob jectives.”  The 
f irs t  is “ to fos te r free  com petitive 
enterprise (cap ita lism ) and the 
investm ent o f p riva te  cap ita l.”  
The second is “ to assure a t a ll 
tim es su ffic ien t em ploym ent op­
po rtun ities  fo r  a ll A m ericans.”

I t  is the mere inclusion o f the 
la tte r  phrase which has raised 
such a how l fro m  B ig  Business 
agents outside and inside Con­
gress. T ha t phrase alone has 
Leen su ffic ien t to make the so- 
called F u ll E m ploym ent B ill 
“ certa in  now to  lead to  the g re a t­
est le g is la tive  s trugg le  ye t to 
develop in  the T rum an ad m in i­
s tra t io n ”  (N . Y. T imes, Aug. 20).

B ut i t  is also fo r  th a t crum b 
o f a phrase, “ meaningless rh e t­
o ric ,”  that, the CIO and A F L  
leaders are t r y in g  to  mobilize 
labor support and to d iv e rt the 
Am erican w ork ingclass fro m  a 
m ilita n t s trugg le  fo r  a genuine 
program  o f fu l l  em ploym ent, a 
program  th a t m ust have as its  
keystone: “ N O  ID L E  P LA N T S  
G O V E R N M E N T  O P E R A T IO N  
OF A L L  ID L E  A N D  G O V E R N ­
M E N T -B U IL T  P L A N T S  U N D E R  
W O R KERS C O N T R O L!”

swollen pro fits .
In  a previous statem ent, issued 

A ug ust 10, T rum an  ou tlined in 
more de ta il his long-range plans, 
as w e ll as his im m edia te ob­
jectives. Im m ed ia te ly , he called 
on labor to  renew the c r ip p lin g  
no -s trike  pledge and com ply w ith  
the d irectives o f the W a r Labor 
Board.

O FFER S A  “ S U B S T IT U T E ”
B u t T rum an is w e ii-aw a re  th a t 

the W ar Labor Board is a lm ost 
com ple te ly d iscred ited among the 
workers and is no longer an e f­
fec tive  agency to s ta ll la bo r’s 
demands. He the re fo re  proposed 
to subs titu te  fo r  the W a r Labor 
Board another e laborate m a­
ch inery o f governm ent a rb it ra ­
t io n — “ vo lu n ta ry ,”  o f course!— 
th rou gh  the D epartm ent o f Labor.

As in the w a r, the ad m in is tra ­
tion  needs the active co llabora­
tio n  o f the top union leaders to 
pu t over its  policies o f ham ­
s tr in g in g  labo r. T rum an the re ­
fo re  announced th a t “ in  the  near 
fu tu re  I  sha ll ca ll a conference 
o f representatives o f organized 
labor and in d u s try ”  to  create 
m a c h i n c r y  fo r  cap ita l-labor 
“ peace.”

F rom  present ind ica tions, T ru ­
man in tends to  elaborate in to  
governm ent po licy  the “ peace 
ch a rte r”  fra u d  adopted l a s t  
sp rin g  by CIO P resident P h ilip  
M u rra y , A F L  P resident Green 
and U . S. Chamber o f Com­
merce P resident E ric  Johnston .

R O LE  OF “ P E A C E  PAC TS”
T h is  would com m it labo r to 

g iv in g  up its  e ffec tive  methods 
o f en fo rc ing  its  demands, p a r­
t ic u la r ly  the s tr ik e  weapon, w h ile  
p e rm itt in g  the em ployers and 
th e ir  governm ent, behind a 
“ peace”  smokescreen, to  break 
down union standards and slash 
the unions to pieces. T h a t has 
always been the net e ffec t o f 
such “ peace pacts”  in the past.

Both Green and M u rra y  have 
already shown th e ir  desire to 
“ cooperate”  in T rum an ’s plans. 
They have pub lic ly  rea ffirm ed 
th e ir  adherence to  the no -strike  
po licy. A nd w h ile  both have been 
begg ing fo r  general wage in ­
creases, i t  is  clear th a t they are 
ready to subm it to T rum an ’s “ re 
conversion”  wage fo rm u la . I t  
was M u rra y  h im se lf who called 
fo r  wage increases “ where these 
w il l  not mean price increases.”

However, the union ranks are 
in no mood to subm it to the sur­
render policies o f the top union 
leaders. Everyw here they have 
been dem onstra ting  th e ir  eager­
ness fo r  m ilita n t com bat against 
the un ion-busting  d rive  o f the 
corporations. A nd the organized 
w orkers are go ing to have the 
fina l say!

.By Theodore Kovalesky.

Reports On Layoffs
Detroit

“ R. J. Thomas, president o f 
the CIO U n ited  Autom obile  
W orkers, estim ated w a r’s end 
w ill cost 250,000 jobs. Represen­
ta tives o f m anagement and gov­
ernm ent said his figu re  was con­
serva tive .”  (N . Y . W orld  Tele­
gram , Aug. 14).

New York City
“ A t least 70,000 New Y orkers 

awoke a fte r  th e ir  Jap surrender 
celebrations today to  find them ­
selves out o f w ork, and the num ­
ber o f unemployed o r tem por­
a r ily  displaced w orkers was cx- 
ppcled lo  rise to  300,000 w ith in

the next, three or fo u r weeks.”  
(iN. Y . Post, Aug. 15).

New York State
“ 500,000 w a r w orkers in  New 

Y o rk  S tate w i l l  be ou t o f jobs 
in  the next few  days,”  said a 
re p o rt o f N . Y . State Secretary 
c f  Commerce M. C. Catherwood, 
A ug . 18. Governor Dewey de­
clared: “ This state... is  ready
to  show the w ay tow ard  a new 
level o f p ro sp e rity .”

Buffalo
O ver 50,000 already laid o ff, 

inc lud ing 35,000 at the huge C u r­
tis  W rig h t p lan t. Rochester and 
Syracuse are also heav ily  h it.

Philadelphia
A 25 percent la y o ff  a t the b ig  

Cram p Shipyard on A ug. 14. To­
ta l sh ipyard  em ploym ent declined 
by 50,000 even before Japanese 
surrender. Over 25,000, inc lud­
in g  5,200 a t Bendix A v ia tio n , la id 
o f f  on Aug.17 th roughou t the 
c ity . A  re p o rt o f the Philadelph ia 
Federal Reserve Bank estim ated 
one year a fte r  “ V -J day”  there 
“ would be 320,000 unemployed in 
eastern Pennsylvania.”

End Of No-Strike Pledge 
Announced By Auto Union

Over a m illio n  autom obile and a ircra ft, w orkers in  m ore than 
1,000 locals o f the CIO U nited A utom obile  W orkers in th is  coun try  
and Canada were in fo rm ed la s t week by te legram s from  the union’s 
in te rna tiona l executive board tha t “ our no -s trike  pledge came to  an 
end at the moment President T rum an announced the surrender o f 
Japan. . .”

Th is is the f irs t  fo rm a l action 
by any leading in te rna tiona l un­
ion, CTO or A F L , to scrap the 
po licy imposed on the union 
ranks r ig h t  a f te r  Pearl Harbor, 
w h ich th roughou t the w a r kept 
labor he lp lessly shackled before 
the onslaughts o f B ig  Business 
and its  governm ent.

PRESSURE FROM B E LO W
In  ta k in g  th is  action, the U A W  

top leaders, who fo u g h t to keep 
the no -s trike  po licy in the face 
o f fu r io u s  resistance by the un­
ion ’s ranks, were forced to  how 
before an accomplished fac t. D u r­
in g  the past s ix  months, p r io r  
to  Japanese surrender, hundreds 
o f thousands o f U A W  members 
in a wave o f b it te r  s trikes  had 
a lready tram pled the no -s trike  
pledge in to  the  dust.

U A W  President R. J. Thomas 
accompanied his announcement o f 
(he te rm in a tio n  o f the no-strike 
pledge w ith  his own fe a rfu l ad­
m onition against any “ rash o f 
s tr ikes .”  He emphasized a clause 
ii i the U A W  constitu tion  fo rb id ­
d ing local s trikes “ w ith o u t the 
au thoriza tion  o f the in te rna tiona l 
president and executive board.”

S T IL L  A G A IN S T  S TR IK E S
A t  the U A W  convention last 

year, Thomas boasted th a t he had 
authorized more s trikes than any 
o ther union president “ before the 
w a r,”  and “ a fte r  tile  w a r,”  he 
blustered, he would “ do i t  again.”
Now, he v ir tu a lly  gloated over 
the fa c t th a t mass unem ploym ent 
would make i t  more d iff ic u lt  to 
conduct s trikes because “ I ’ve 
never been able to  figure out how

people can s tr ik e  when they are 
unemployed.”

M eanwhile, C I O  President 
P h ilip  M u rra y  and the o ther top 
o ffic ia ls  o f the na tiona l CIO are 
con tinu ing , in e ffec t, to  advance 
Ihe no -s trike  po licy. T h a t is the 
im p lica tion  o f a series o f reso lu­
tions passed “ unan im ously”  by 
a special m eeting o f the CIO 
na tiona l executive officers and 
vice-presidents, inc lud ing  the 
heads o f the in te rna tiona l unions, 
lie :d in W ashington on A ugust 16.

No action was taken to rescind 
the no -s trike  pledge. A lthough 
the  CIO leaders do not m ention 
i t  i; i th e ir  reso lu tions on “ recon­
vers ion”  po licy, there was no in ­
dication g iven th a t the CIO lead­
ers do no t s t i l l  continue th e ir  
fo rm a l adherence to the no -s trike  
po licy.

On the con tra ry , they declared 
(ha t the “ N a tiona l W a r Labor 
Board should be te m p o ra rily  con­
tinued”  and th a t “ i t  is the un ­
shakable po licy c f  the CIO and 
its  a ffilia te d  organ izations to 
adhere to th e ir  con tractua l o b lig ­
ations in le tte r  and in s p ir it . ”  
These, they emphasize, “ custom ­
a r i ly  provide th a t fo r  the life  
thereof there shall be no s trikes 
and stoppages.”

However, the  fa c t th a t the CIO 
leaders did no t dare to come out 
f la t ly  and openly fo r  re a ff irm ­
ation o f the no -s trike  pledge as 
such, can be regarded as an ex­
pression o f th e ir  fea r o f the re ­
action o f the aroused union ranks 
i f  they now made such a bald- 
face declaration o f surrender to  
the employers.

Baltimore
La s t week saw 20,000 w ith o u t 

jobs in th is  a irc ra f t  and sh ip­
bu ild in g  center, according to f irs t  
reports.

Pittsburgh
“ P ittsbu rgh  had 45,000 la id  o f f  

up u n t il m id n ig h t la s t n ig h t.”  
(N . Y . W orld  Telegram , A ug . 18)

Bridgeport, Conn.
“ B rid ge po rt is Calm ,”  says the 

N. Y. T im es headline on a report 
th a t 25,000 o f the c ity ’s 75,000 
workers have been fired.

New Jersey
About 160,000 New Jersey- 

workers have los t th e ir  jobs in 
the past week, according to  o f­
fic ia l estimates. A n  add itiona l 
80,000 are expected to be laid o f f  
in  three months. O ffic ia ls , how­
ever, m in im ized fears o f “ w ide­
spread”  unem ploym ent.

The w ar is f in a lly  over!
We go t the news up on the  fu rnace w h ile  we were a ll s it t in g  

on the steps, weak and drenched w ith  sweat fro m  one o f the w o rs t 
days w e’ve had a ll summer. W h is tles  suddenly began to  b low  lik e  
mad a ll over the p lan t. The engine th a t b rough t our c inder ladles a 
l i t t le  la te r was b las tin g  aw ay so loud ly  w ith  its  horn th a t we had 
to hold our ears when i t  w en t by. The phone in  the shanty began to 
buzz c raz ily , and ano the r engine to re  by w ith  its  w h is tle  b low ing  
and its  be ll c lang ing  lik e  a f ire  engine.

I fe lt  as though som eth ing had slipped its  m oorings down in ­
side m y chest, and fo r  a m om ent I  th o u g h t the tears were com ing 
in to  m y eyes. Then I  began to  g r in . I  said, “ W e ll, I  guess the k id ’l l  
be g e ttin g  home.”

Tom looked ou t in to  the yard .
“ I  go t one k id  b ro th e r com ing 
home,”  he said, “ bu t the o ther one’s 
go ing  to s tay there .”

Reuben turned tow ard  h im .
“ How long ’s i t  been now, T o m ? ”

“ Don’t  rem em ber fo r  sure. I t  
w a s 'th a t explosion out on the coast 
when a il those colored fe llow s  go t 
blown up load ing am m un ition .”

J im m y  said, “ I  had th ree  b ro th ­
ers in  the service, two in  the navy 
and one in  the arm y. Joe go t k illed  
in the South P ac ific , and O tis go t 
wounded. H e’s s t i l l  in  the hosp ita l 
now. B u t A r t ,  the one in the a rm y, 
he’s been lu cky : been th rough  a 
lo t bu t never go t h u r t.”

I looked ou t in to  the yard again. I  fe lt  f il le d  up w ith  a bubb ly 
k ind  o f happiness. The k id  w ould be corning home, and he’d be a ll 
r ig h t. I  hadn’t  heard fro m  h im  fo r  a w h ile , bu t then I  hadn’t  had any 
te legram s fro m  the W ar D epartm ent, lik e  when he was wounded 
th a t tim e. F o r a fe w  m inutes th a t  was a ll I  could th in k  about. The 
k id  would be com ing home again!

Then I  heard J im m y ’s voice saying, “ Now they  can send us ou t in  
the s tree t aga in ,”  and the p ic tu re  o f the huge, em pty  W illo w  Run 
p lan t loomed up in  m y  m ind.

From  Capitalist Butchery to Capitalist Bread Lines
“ Yeah,”  I said, agree ing w ith  J im m y, “ I t  takes a w a r to  make 

w o rk  nowadays. Jf m illio ns  o f people aren ’t  being m urdered, we’ve 
g o t m illio ns  s ta rv in g , ou t o f w o rk .”

“ There ’s a m illio n  unemployed r ig h t  now according to  the 
rad io ,”  Reuben said. “ W h a t’s i t  go ing to  be in a l i t t le  w h ile ? ”

Pete Rossi fro m  the d is in te g ra to r w alked up behind us. “ H ey,”  
he yelled, “ how do you ge t to the R e lie f O ffice ? ”

“ Don’t  you rem em ber fro m  last t im e ? ”  Torn asked.
“ I  rem em ber, a il r ig h t !  Cripes. I ’m sure g lad the damn w a r’s 

over, bu t I  hate the tho ugh t o f w o rk in g  tw o, three days a week 
aga in .”

“ A ll over the cou n try ,”  I  said, “ people are th in k in g  th in gs  like  
th is . ‘W h a t’s go ing  to  happen? W hen’s the jo b  go ing  to  fo ld  up? 
How w ill we get a lon g? ’ T h a t’s the k ind  o f w o rld  we live  in !  There 
are people in need. There are raw  m a te ria ls  in  the earth . There are 
fac tories  and machines to take these raw  m ateria ls  and make them  
in to  th ings  th a t would t;}ke care o f the needs o f the people. A nd  
there  are m illions  o f people who need jobs in the fac tories . B u t the 
fac to ries  shu t down, and the ra w  m a te ria ls  s tay in  the ground, and 
the people are out o f w o rk  and h u n g ry  and ragged.

“ And then along comes a w a r, and th a t ’s the on ly  w ay the re ’s 
ever f u l l  em ploym ent. E ith e r  mass m urder o r s ta rva tio n . You pays 
you r money and you takes you r choice.”

Pete Rossi cursed. He a lw ays goes a lm ost in to  a rage when he 
hears you ta lk  like  th a t. “ B y  God,”  lie said, “ i t ’s sure tim e  we did 
som eth ing about i t . ”

“ Pete,”  I to ld  h im , “ we’re go ing to  do som eth ing about it .  W hen 
a ll those o f us th a t ge t callouses fro m  too ls instead o f fro m  sw ive l 
cha irs ge t toge the r and take over the fac to ries  and set up a rea l 
w orkers governm ent, we w on’t  have any m ore w ars and depressions.”  

I  looked ou t in to  the yard  again, b u t I  wasn’t  re a lly  seeing 
the brown d ir t  and the ra ilro a d  tracks. I  was look ing  out in  a day­
dream a t the k id  th a t w ould soon be com ing home to  us a fte r  be ing 
so long away.

Ohio
Jobless a lready num ber 500,000 

th roughou t the state, according 
to W M C  report, which finds 
“ overa ll p ic tu re  prom is ing  ra th e r 
than black.”

Cleveland
Between 75,000 and 125,000 o f 

C leveland’s 300,000 w a r w orkers 
lo  be la id o ff.

Chicago
Over 80,000 already jobless. 

Soon 525,000 in th is  area w ill 
have to “ seek o ther jobs,”  say 
o ffic ia ls . USES offices are so 
beseiged th a t “ a new system to 
receive applications was devised.”  
(N . Y. Times, A ug . 19).

Los Angeles
“ A  scant. 48 hours a fte r  the 

announcement o f peace,”  states 
a local report, “ the num ber o f 
those la id o f f  had reached ihe 
figu re  o f 21,160. More than 200.- 
000 are expected to be laid o f f  
by the end o f the week.”

United States
A R M E D  S ER VIC E S TO R E­

L E A S E  8 M IL L IO N  IN  T H E  
N E X T  13 M O NTHS —  U n ited  
Press D ispatch.

Price GougersReceive
Presidential "Go" Sign

Bowing before the concerted pressure of the big business 
profiteers, the administration last week gave the green light to all- 
out price-gouging in the “reconversion” period ahead. In  his execu­
tive order of August 18, President Truman revealed that the gov­
ernment intends to sustain prices at the high wartime inflationary 
levels and pave the way for even higher prices.

The basic policy, according to I'-------------------------------------- — — 
Trum an, w i l l  be “ to  take a ll 
measures required by la w  to 
support p r ic e s ...  (and w h ich) 
m ay be necessary to  prevent any 
collapse in v a lu e s .. . ”  In  addition, 
T rum an authorized the O ffice o f 
Price A d m in is tra tio n  to  “ make 
such ad justm ents in  e x is ting  price 
contro ls as are necessary to  re ­
move gross inequ ities o r correct 
m alad justm ents w h ich would in ­
te rfe re  w ith  the e ffec tive  tra n s i­
tion  to a peacetime econom y.”

T h is  means tha t the ad­
m in is tra tio n  w il l  pe rm it the 
p ro fitee ring  m anufacture rs to 
blackjack the consumers under 
(he heading o f co rrec ting  “ in ­
iq u it ie s ”  and “ m alad justm ents”  
in prices. The m anufacture rs  are 
to be “ encouraged”  to produce by 
guarantee ing them unrestric ted  
prices and pro fits.

E N D  PR IC E  CO NTRO LS

A n tic ip a tin g  T ru m a n ’s prom ise 
“ tc  move as ra p id ly  as p o ss ib le .. .  
tow ard  the rem oval o f price con­
tro ls ,”  the OP A  la s t week began 
rem oving a ll price  contro ls on 
scores o f “ luxur-y”  item s, in a 
move to  pave the w ay fo r  to ta l 
e lim in a tio n  o f p rice ce ilings.

Ghester Bowles, OP A  head, an­
nounced th a t firm s doing less 
than $200,000 business a year w ill 
be allowed to  “ regu la te ”  them ­
selves. A L L  companies w ill be 
pe rm itted  ind iv idua l ad justm ents 
upward “ to f i t  unusual condi­
t io n s .”  E ve ry  company, n a tu ra lly , 
can be expected to  cla im  
“ unusual co n d itio n s .”

M eanw hile, the W ar P roduction

Board began re leasing p r io r ity  
m a te ria ls  fo r  c iv ilia n  production, 
encouraging a mad scramble fo r  
these m a te ria ls  am ong the m anu­
fa c tu re rs . W P B  C hairm an K ru g  
“ professed a lm ost no in te res t in  
w ha t consumers w il l  pay fo r  
the. . . goods whose production 
was shut down by the w a r,”  
reports  PM , A ugust 19.

The a d m in is tra tio n ’s p o l i c y  
means th a t consumers goods w i l l  
be released to  the h ighest bidders 
— those w ith  b ig  incomes and 
savings. The w orkers, e ith e r 
unemployed o r w ith  d ra s tica lly  
reduced take-hom e pay, w i l l  face 
a s t i l l  fu r th e r  h ike in  th e ir  cost 
o f liv in g .

Illu s tra tio n s  by 
L A U R A  G R A Y
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Inland Steel Union Militants Are Reinstated By Strike
(Continued from  page 1)

on o ther cases fo r  good measure. 
T h is  sm ashing v ic to ry , the firs t 
in  over three years since the un­
ion was handcuffed w ith  the no­
s tr ik e  pledge, insp ired the en tire  
im ion.

F U R T H E R  PR O V O C A TIO N
Then the company provoked a 

d ispute over vacation schedules 
in  the B a r M il l,  denying sched­
uled vacations on a fa lse pre text 
o f m anpower “ shortages.”  When 
Vice P resident M a iho fe r, and 
e ther active un ion is ts , announced 
the y  would take th e ir  vacations, 
the  company threatened them  in 
advance w ith  “ d isc ip line ”  and 
made prepara tions fo r  a possible 
w o rk  stoppage.

On his re tu rn  fro m  his vaca­
tion , M a iho fe r was denied en­
trance  to  the p la n t and in fo rm ed 
o f a five-day suspension. H is 
fe llow -w o rke rs  began w a lk in g  o f f  
the job. Then grievance com­
m itteem an E. C. Johnson, who 
le f t  h is job  to  handle the case, 
was fired  on the spot and p u t out 
o f the p la n t by tw o company 
guards. M ore w orkers began to 
s tr ike . Then another com m ittee­
man, H a rry  Powell, was fired. 
T h is  provoked a complete p lan t 
shutdown.

R A N K S  R E B E L
The fo llo w in g  day the workers 

m et in  the union ha ll. They were 
in fo rm ed  th a t the un ion ’s d is tr ic t 
d irec to r, Joseph Germano, had 
urged them  to re tu rn  to w o rk  
im m edia te ly . T h is  position was 
supported by Donald Lutes, cha ir­
m an o f the Loca l’s grievance 
com m ittee. A f te r  a m il ita n t de­
mand by W illia m  Young, a Negro 
grievance com m itteem an, th a t 
the s tr ik e  be continued, a meet­
in g  was scheduled fo r  the local

executive com m ittee, shop stew­
ards and department, leaders th a t 
same evening.

N ext day, Sunday a fternoon, the 
expanded executive com m ittee, 
now in re a lity  a s tr ik e  com m ittee, 
advocated defiance o f the in te rna ­
tion a l union o ffic ia ls  and a W LB  
baek-to-w ork order, and con tinu­
ance o f the s tr ik e  u n til assur­
ances were received th a t Powell 
and Johnson would be reinstated.

The packed h a ll thunderously 
endorsed th e ir  stand and v ig o r­
ously booed Lutes when he again 
tr ie d  to  sell a re tu rn -to -w o rk  
p iopos ition .

W illia m  Y oung issued a scath­
in g  denunciation o f the W ar L a ­
bor Board w h ich was w ild ly  
cheered. Powell and Johnson, the 
v ic tim ized  com m itteem en, rece iv­
ed ovations fo r  th e ir  m ilita n t 
ta lks .

K E Y N O T E  SPEECH
A  keynote speech, sum m ing up 

the rea l sentim ents o f the ran k  
and file, was made by M anny 
Terbovich, an o ld -tim e active 
rank-and-file  member, who had 
been assigned to  g ive  the m ain  
ta lk  by the executive board. Re­
v iew ing  the whole a n ti- la b o r h is ­
to ry  o f the W LB , he stated:

“ W hat did the W L B  o ffe r  the 
coal m iners? I t  cu t down th e ir  
demands from  tw o do lla rs a day 
to a m iserable tw e n ty -five  cents. 
T h a t’s the way the W L B  has 
given jus tice  to the w o rk ing  
man.”

Terbovich w ent on to  show 
th a t the s tr ike , w h ile  im m edia­
te ly  provoked by the  fir in g s , was 
in re a lity  an answer to  years 
o f in to le rab le  abuse by the com­
pany and governm ent agencies, 
w h ile  the w orkers were tied  w ith  
a no -s trike  po licy. “ The best 
answer we can give to  the  W ar 
Labor Board and the In land

Steel C orpora tion is to  ad journ 
th is  m eeting and parade down to 
the p lan t gates and establish 
p icke t lines.”

T h is  advice was p ro m p tly  
taken. The m eeting was ad jo u rn ­
ed and paraded in a body to  the 
p la n t gates, despite an a ttem p t 
by Joe Jeneske, an in te rna tiona l 
organ izer, to  o rder the workers 
back to  w ork.

C H A N C E  TO S E T T L E

By Tuesday, a lthough the ranks 
were s t i l l  absolute ly solid, i t  be­
came obvious th a t the s tr ik e  
could no t continue much longer 
w ith  the  In te rn a tio n a l U n ion o f ­
fic ia ls p u ttin g  fu l l  pressure on 
fo r  a re tu rn  to .w o rk  and re fus ing  
any aid. Tuesday n igh t, the lo ­
cal executive com m ittee recom ­
mended to  the mass m eeting a 
re tu rn  to  w ork, to  sa tis fy  the In ­
te rn a tio n a l’s plea fo r  a chance 
to  settle  the grievances.

Terbovich, speaking fo r  the ex­
ecutive com m ittee, received an 
ova tion  when he sta ted: “ We are 
go ing  back on ly  to  g ive  th is  In ­
te rna tion a l leadership a chance 
to  handle the cases as they p ro ­
mised —  bu t they be tte r p rod­
uce! L e t the re  be no m istake. I f  
th is  case is no t settled sa tis fac­
to r ily  and in  a b ig  h u rry , then 
down she goes a g a in !”

W ith  th is  s trike , Local 1010, 
th ird  la rgest steel local in  the 
country , has re turned to  the fig h t­
ing  po licy which b u ilt  the  union. 
I t  was baptized in the fire o f the 
1937 L i t t le  Steel S trike , and be­
fo re  the w a r had won a repu ta ­
tio n  as one o f the m ost advanced 
and m il ita n t  steel locals. A f te r  
experiencing fo r  years the conse­
quences o f the d isastrous no­
s tr ik e  po licy, the Local 1010 
ranks are beg inn ing to  show the 
w av to  steel labo r once more.

LAID-OFF WRIGHT WORKERS STAND 
HOURS FOR PAYOFF; WOMEN FAINT

Union Control Over Government-Owned 
Merchant Marine Is Answer To Layoffs

N E W  YO R K, A ug us t 21— O f­
fic ia l spokesmen fo r  a ll m a ritim e  
unions— both CIO and A F L  as 
w e ll as Independent— have closed 
th e ir  eyes to  the prospect o f mass 
unem ploym ent fo r  merchant sea­
men. W h ile  ig n o rin g  seamen’s 
problems, these union o ffic ia ls  
have rushed to  the sup po rt o f 
p ro fit-b loa ted  sh ip -“ owners”  who 
are dem anding th a t governm ent 
owned ships be turned over to 
“ p riva te  enterprise.”  The problem  
o f unem ploym ent, w h ich the 
unions are now forced to  face, is 
inseparab ly bound to  the ques­
tions  o f ownership and con tro l in 
the  m a ritim e  in d u s try .

A l l  estim ates fo r  Am eriean- 
f la g  sh ipp ing  in  the  postw ar 
period place the required num ber 
o f ships a t about 1,300. T h is  is 
less than one qu a rte r o f the
5,000 odd ships now con tro lled by 
the U . S. M a ritim e  Commission. 
O f these ships, 85 percent are 
governm ent owned. The re ­
m ainder to  which sh ip-“ owaiers”  
have t i t le  have been paid fo r  
tw ice  over by the governm ent in 
the  course o f opera tion.

W hen fo u r  htousand o f these 
ships are taken ou t o f service i t  
means th a t 150 thousand o f the 
200 thousand m erchant seamen 
now employed w i l l  be on the

beach. Three ou t o f every fo u r  
seamen w il l  be look ing  fo r  jobs.

N O T H IN G  TO G A IN
Seamen have no th in g  to  ga in 

and eve ry th in g  to  lose by a llo w ­
in g  the. m erchan t f le e t to be 
turned over to  the co rru p t sh ip­
o w n e rs .”  T h is  can be stopped i f  
the unions adopt a re a lis tic  p ro ­
gram  vfor governm ent ownership 
and w orkers con tro l o f the m a ri­
tim e in d u s try .

Here is an in d u s try  th a t is 
a lready governm ent ow ned. The 
taxpayers  o f th is  cou n try  have 
a recent $25 b illio n  investm ent in 
i t .  To tu rn  w h a t rem ains o f th is  
investm ent in  cap ita l assets over 
to a gang o f parasites whose 
whole h is to ry  has been one o f 
g ra f t  and m ism anagem ent is a 
c rim in a l sw indle o f the Am erican 
people.

The pos tw ar m erchan t flee t, 
however sm all, w i l l  not operate 
w ith o u t heavy governm ent a id . 
The U . S. M a ritim e  Commission 
w ill continue to  pour m illio n s  in to  
the m a ritim e  in d u s try . I f  th is  
in d u s try  is  turned over to 
“ p riva te  enterprise ,”  seamen’s 
wages w ill be w hat the sh ip ­
o w n e rs ”  can “ a ffo rd ”  a fte r  they 
have d iverted governm ent opera t­
in g  subsidies in to  th e ir  own 
pockets.

W ere i t  no t fo r  the fa t  cu t th a t 
goes to  the sh ip -“ owners,”  gov­
ernm ent subsidies would easily 
provide a m in im um  base wage o f 
$200 per m on th . A nd  ju s t  as 
a l iv in g  wage could be paid, so 
the hours o f w o rk  could be 
shortened by in s titu t in g  the fo u r 
watch system aboard ship.

R E A L  S O LU T IO N
H ig h e r wages and sho rte r 

hours, thus c rea ting  more jobs, 
is the  on ly  w ay to  solve the 
problem o f unem ploym ent. T h is  
can be accomplished under gov­
e rnm ent ow nership and w o rke rs ’ 
con tro l o f the in d u s try . I t  is 
f irs t  necessary to  k ick -o u t the 
sh ip-“ ow ne rs .”

To insure aga ins t con tinuation  
o f sh ip -“ ow ner”  g ra f t  in  h igh 
governm ent circles, organized 
seamen w ill have to  exercise con­
tro l over the m a ritim e  in d u s try . 
Un ion con tro l o f h ir in g  m ust be 
m a in ta ined . In  add ition  to  th is , 
the unions should have access to  
the financia l records o f the M a ri-  
tie  Commission, and a q u a rte rly  
finance re p o rt should be made to 
the m embership, ju s t as is the 
case w ith  the  un ion ’s own 
financia l records. In  th is  way 
governm ent opera ting  subsidies 
can be fixed to  meet the needs 
o f the seamen.

boxes in  the  p la n t were to ld , 
“ .Watch the papers, the papers or 
rad io w i l l  g ive you in fo rm a tio n  
about th a t, we don’t -  know .”  
M eanwhile, they had no tools fo r

TOLEDO CIO DENOUNCES 
STRIKEBREAKING BILL

By Jerry Baker
W O O DRIDG E, N. J., Aug. 17 — Workers streamed bv the©  

thousands, from cars and buses, to be the first in line for the 
final pay-off today at the Wright Aeronautical Corpofation 
plant here. Previously, two bus lines had an agreement with the 
corporation to bring the workers to the doors of the plant. To­
day, no such arrangement was made. The workers had to walk 
two miles or more from where the buses left them. They were 
ho longer employes, but unem-© 
ployed.

Lines fo rm ed fo r  about s ix  or 
seven c ity  blocks in  a ll d irections.
A ltho ug h  there was a loud-speak- 
ei system, and state police, p lan t 
pro tection  and o ther boss repres­
entatives were present, no direc­
tions were g iven the thousands 
o f confused w orkers on the pay 
lines and thousands s t i l l  coming.

LA S T  P A Y  D A Y
W orkers stood in line fo r  hours, 

on ly  to be to ld  tha t they were 
in  the w rong line  fo r  th e ir  de­
pa rtm en t —  a surge —  a shu ffle
— and over again, another hour
—  or two.

B y e a rly  a fte rnoon , the in f lu x  
o f w orkers increased and s t i l l  
there was on ly  one pay m aster 
fo r  each line. A  few  steps fo r ­
ward and then w a it in g  and stand­
ing  some more. B y th is  tim e 
three women had fa in ted  on one 
line alone. They were carried  to 
ihe grass, w e ll-kep t, new ly-cu t.
There are f irs t  aid sta tions inside 
the p lan t, b u t no a ttem p t was 
made to  adm in is te r any aid.

The crowd was no t noisy, bu t 
there was an undercurren t o f 
curses and m u tte rin gs . F rom  
the m iddle o f the line  a w o rke r 
yelled b it te r ly  “ So th is  is ‘v ic ­
to ry ’ !”  U p and down the line  
w orkers exclaim ed: “ No w ar, no 
w o rk ,”  “ th is  is the p a y -o ff !”

Some one ye lled : “ Everybody...
LO O K ! Look a t th is  line, th is  is 
the k ind o f a line  we need fo r 
a picket line.”  A  woman hold ing 
a ch ild  by one hand, raised the 
o ther hand in to  a fis t, shouting,
“ I f  we did, they ’d be a fra id  to 
pay us o f f ! ”

S T A LE  N EW S
A newsboy w ith  a W oodridge 

da ily  walked down the line  ho ld­
in g  his papers h ig h ; d isp lay ing  
the headline: “  W R I G H T S  
A B A N D O N  P L A N T S .”  T h is  was 
no news. O nly a few  papers were 
sold.

B y la te  a fte rnoon the declin ing 
sun became less warm . Children 
oegan to  w h im per. Women were 
w orried  about shopping and sup­
per, and had no a lte rna tive  but 
to  w a it. One women said in 
dread, “ I on ly go t enough money 
to la s t next week.”  There were 
m urm urs o f sym pathy fro m  a ll 
the w orkers  around. None o f 
them  have a surp lus fro m  th e ir  
average wages o f 75 cents an 
hour. So, w ith  the fe a r o f re n t 
h ills , doctor b ills , grocery b ills , 
they  w a ited th rough  long hours 
fo r  the “ v ic to ry ”  pa y -o ff.

M any w orkers had worked two 
days o f the la s t w o rk in g  week, 
and had tw o pay stubs. O nly 
one was accepted. F o r the other, 
the answer w-as a nonchalant,
“ Come back next week.”  W orkers 
seeking to  ob ta in  th e ir  own too l

another job... i f  they could find 
or.o.

A  few- workers could be seen 
inside the  steel enclosure s t i l l  
w o rk ing  on odds and ends around 
the outside o f the p lan t. B ut i t  
v as a lready dead. The la s t na ils 
were being hammered in  the 
co ffin  . . . the corpse had to 
he le ft in  ship shape con­
d ition . E v e ry th in g  had to be jus t 
so fo r  the “ fun e ra l.”  Even the 
grass was new ly cut.

Victim ized I ta lia n  Longshoreman Tells 
H is S tory To “ M il i ta n t ’ ’S ta f f  Reporter

By Evelyn Atwood
Raffaele Panzarino, 30-yeir-old longshoreman stood at at­

tention before the judge in Jefferson Market court on the morn­
ing of Aug. 6. He waited while the fat judge, gowned in black, 
finished telling a joke lo his subordinates. When the judge turned 
again to fumble with the papers on the bar, the grin was gone 
from his pink, fleshy face. The clerk intoned the charges: "Seiz­
ure of M ea t.. . Army Supplies."

“ G u ilty  o r no t g u ilty ,”  said the®-------------------------------------------------------
judge in  a f la t  voice. The short, 
w iry  I ta lia n  w o rke r tr ie d  to  say 
som eth ing in  broken E ng lish . The 
judge leaned across the bar, 
th ru s t his a rm  s tra ig h t out, 
p o in tin g  a stubby fo re fin g e r at 
the man in the dock. “ A ll I  w an t 
to  know' is —  did you steal the 
m eat o r d idn ’t  you? ”  R affae le  
Panzarino m um bled som ething... 
the  case was closed.

“ He pleaded g u ilty  b u t he 
shouldn’t  o f,”  said the re d -h a ir­
ed I r is h  policem an in  charge o f 
the  case, as the three o f us le ft  
the courtroom . “ Now i t  m igh t 
go in to  a fe lo ny  charge; i t  could 
be made a federa l case. A rm y  
supplies, you know.”  R affae le  
looked dazed. In  his hand he held 

»!

© -

a new summons!
On the s tree t the policeman 

stood arm s akim bo, look ing  a t 
R affae le  in  disgust. “ One pound 
o f m eat! W hy d idn ’t  you take 
a b ig  chunk a t le a s t? ”  He ges­
tu red  a chunk th a t approxim ated 
h a lf  a cow. “ E verybody knows 
hundreds o f pounds o f m eat are 
taken fro m  the p iers,”  he said 
to  me. “ B u t those o ther men 
don’t  ge t cau gh t!”

In  R a ffae le ’s dreary, co ld-w ater

f la t  on E ast 13th S treet, he to ld  
me howr i t  a ll happened. “ I  have 
never been in  cou rt before in  m y 
li fe , ”  he apologized. “ I  am no t 
a bad man. B u t I  haven’t  had 
any m eat in tw o  weeks.”  He 
show'ed me his thum b-w orn, em pty 
ra tio n  book. “ The butcher w'on’t  
g ive me any c red it. Besides, the 
butchers are a lm ost always clos­
ed by the tim e  I  ge t home from  
w ork. Sometimes, when I  have 
po ints, the ja n ito r  buys m eat fo r  
me.”

W H A T  H A P P E N E D

I w'as s it t in g  on one o f the 
two wooden chairs. The soiled 
iino leum  wras eaten away in  la rge 
jagged holes. The on ly  o ther fu r ­
n itu re  was a k itchen table, an iron 
bed, a sm all stove and chest. B u t 
the room was cheap, R a ffae le  
said. O nly $11 a m onth. W ith  
tra d itio n a l Ita lia n  ho sp ita lity , 
R a ffae le  poured some red w ine 
in to  a glass fo r  me. Then he 
poured some fo r  h im se lf in  a 
broken cup, fo r  the re  was on ly 
one glass.

R affae le  w orks on P ie r 97, 
N o rth  R iver, where a rm y  sup­
plies are loaded in to  re fr ig e ra te d

holds. “ B u t I  never touch any­
th in g  in  hold No. 3 where I  w o rk ,”  
be said em phatica lly . “ On Sun­
day, when i t  happened, I  worked 
h a lf  a day. Then a t noon, when 
I  came out, I  saw a paper bag on 
top o f the hold. I  on ly  wanted the 
bag to p u t m y w o rk  clothes in. 
Then I  saw there  was a pound 
o f m eat in the bag. I  smelled 
the m eat and i t  was s t i l l  good. 
So I  took the bag and p u t i t  in 
m y b e lt.”

T w is tin g  h is cup w ith  em bar­
rassm ent, R a ffae le  continued. 
“ B ut when I passed th rough  the 
gate the guard asked m e: ‘W hat 
you got the re ? ’ He took me in ­
side. I  said to  h im : ‘Please don’t 
th in k  I  am a bad man because 
I took the meat.’ We were alone 
—  ju s t  the tw o o f us. He said 
I  m ust g ive h im  five do lla rs...”  
R affae le  broke o ff,  g ro p ing  fo r  
words.

“ B u t I  lik e  to have th ings  
r ig h t ! ”  he w ent on. “ So I  said 
to h im : W hy do you search on ly  
me, because I  am Ita lia n  boy? 
W hy don’t  you search everybody? 
He go t mad. Then I  said: I f  you 
th in k  I  am a bad man, take me 
to  ja il.  B u t i f  I  go to  cou rt I  
w i l l  te ll the whole s to ry .”

The guard summoned the po l­
iceman to  a rre s t Raffaele. “ The 
policeman to ld  me no t to  te ll. He 
said i t  would on ly  make troub le  
fo r  me. He said they  w i l l  be a- 
shamed o f themselves fo r  m aking 
a ll th is  troub le  fo r  a pound o f 
meat. He said w h y  d idn ’t  you 
g ive h im  tw o, th ree do lla rs...”

R AFFAELE PANZARINO

R affae le  rose fro m  his cha ir 
and w ent to rum m age in  the 
chest. “ I  am no bad man. I  am 
a w orker. I have been w o rk ing  
fo r  17 years.”  He dug up a num ­
ber o f much-handled documents, 
inc lud ing  a m usical score fo r  a 
g u ita r  th a t he used to p lay. He 
showed me his union card in  the 
In te rn a tion a l Longshorem en’s A s ­
sociation, A F L , w h ich he joined 
three m onths ago. He pointed 
out his c itizensh ip  papers, ob­
ta ined in  1933. P rom inent among 
ih e  m iscellaneous papers were 
money orders. They were made 
ou t to  members o f his fa m ily  in 
I ta ly ;  h is w ife , h is fa th e r  and

TOLEDO, 0 ., Aug. 11 —  
Training of a group of 350 m ili­
tary police here in armed strike­
breaking, including a demon­
stration "battle" in driving 
“strikers" from the old Toledo 
University building in Scott 
Park, tf’as denounced this week 
by the Toledo C IO  in a protest 
resolution sent to President 
Truman and the W ar Depart­
ment.

Aroused by the week-long prac­
tice  d r ills  obviously designed to  
tra in  a special a rm y force to use 
aga inst w orkers  s tr ik in g  o r de­
m on s tra ting  fo r  th e ir  r ig h ts , the 
CIO called fo r  a na tiona l labo r 
f ig h t to  h a lt such tra in in g .

T H E  R E A L  E N E M Y
W hile  the A rm y  o ffic ia ls  in  

charge o f the t ra in in g  re fe rred  
to  the “ enem y”  in  the Scott P ark 
dem onstra tion as “ snipers,”  i t  
was pointed out in  the CIO Coun­
c il tha t the m il ita ry  police from  
Camp P erry  re fe rred  to  the “ en­
em y”  as “ s tr ike rs .”

“ I t  is  qu ite  possible,”  stated 
O llie  J. Pecord, m anag ing ed ito r 
o f the Toledo U n ion Journa l, to  
the CIO Council, “ th a t the  p u r­
pose o f the dem onstra tion was to 
serve as a th in ly  veiled th re a t to 
in tim id a te  labor w ith  a not-so- 
subtle w a rn in g  o f w h a t m ay oc­
cur in  the pos tw ar period, when 
iabo r casts aside its  no -s trike  
pledge and reve rts  to its  economic 
weapon in  its  s trugg le  fo r  jobs 
and liv in g  wages.

“ We demand a congressional 
investiga tion  o f the action o f the 
W a r D epartm ent in sending 
troops in to  Toledo o r any o ther 
c ity  to  dem onstrate th e ir  e ffec­
tiveness in  subduing w orkers  and 
ho ld ing  over th e ir  heads the 
th re a t o f violence as the  answer 
to the w o rkers ’ plea fo r  fu l l  em­
p loym ent a t liv in g  wages.”

“ E M E R G E N C Y ”  P R A C TIC E
M ilita ry  police have been em­

ployed fo r  the la s t few  days in 
“ d ire c tin g  t ra f f ic ”  downtown. The 
d a ily  press has played th is  up, 
t ry in g  to  c la im  th a t the y  are 
“ g re a t exped iters”  o f tra ffic , a l­
though they created much con fu­
sion and are fa r  less e ffic ie n t 
than au tom atic  t ra f f ic  ligh ts . 
The papers expla in they are prac­
t ic in g  fo r  “ emergencies.”

On Aug. 10, the m il ita ry  police

m other, b ro ther, s is ter, m other- 
in-law .

“ I lik e  to do th ings  T ight fo r  
m y fa m ily ,”  said R affae ie  w ith  
pride. “ They live  in B a ri Losetto. 
They used to have a l i t t le  bread 
to eat. But now they can’ t  even 
w rite  i f  they have an y th in g  at 
a ll.”  In d ig n a n tly  he showed me 
some censored le tte rs . “ They 
have no r ig h t  to look a t le tte rs  
between a husband and w ife .”

CENSORS A N D  JA ILO R S
I asked R affae le  w h a t happen­

ed a fte r  the policeman was sum­
moned to  a rres t h im . “ They took 
me to  ja i l , ”  he rep lied. “ They 
wanted $25. I said I  d idn ’t  have 
$25. So I  stayed in ja i l  u n t il 11 
o’clock th a t n ig h t.”  A f te r  a pause 
he rem arked : “ I d id have the 
$25 bu t i t  was in  m y sock. I  was 
ashamed to  te ll them . W hen I  
took i t  ou t o f m y sock and gave 
i t  to  them, they le t me out. I f  I  
d idn ’t  g ive i t  to  them  they would 
keep me there fo r  m any days.”

On the d ing y  w a lls  were bunch­
ed numerous re lig ious  pictures 
and photographs o f R a ffae le ’s 
fa m ily . H is brown eyes l i t  up as 
he pointed ou t the members o f 
his fa m ily . “ I  was m arried  in 
I ta ly  in 1938 when I  w en t fo r  a 
v is it. I  w an t to  b rin g  m y w ife  
here. Th is is no li fe  fo r  a m a r­
ried  man. B u t they te ll me I 
should have $1,500 and a steady 
job. W here w il l  I  ge t such mo­
ney? ”

Then he added w ith  a k ind  o f 
bew ilderm ent: “ I ju s t heard 
about m y cousin. He wasn’t  a l­
lowed to b r in g  his w ife  here. And 
they wouldn ’ t  le t h im  go back 
to  Ita ly . F o r fou rteen  years he 
tr ied . Now  he has hanged h im ­
se lf w ith  a rope.”

wore long clubs strapped to th e ir  
belts w h ile  do ing no th in g  more 
than stand a t s tree t in tersections 
w av ing  th e ir  arm s a t tra ff ic  
They are conspicuously u n frie n d ­
ly  to  c iv ilia n s  and indica te they 
are w e ll indoctrina ted against the 
c iv il popu lation, especially the 
workers.

T h is c ity  has the repu ta tion  o f 
be ing one o f the m ost m ilita n t 
“ un ion tow ns”  in the coun try  ever 
since the h is to ric  A u to -L ite  s tr ik e  
in  1934, when the auto w orkers 
fought®  a b loody s ix -day ba ttle  
aga inst an arrrty o f special depu­
ties and N a tion a l Guards to  w in  
the f irs t  auto un ion con tract in  
th is  c ity . Unquestionab ly, the 
m il ita ry  police dem onstra tion 
here is p a rt o f the em ployer-gov­
ernment. p repa ra tion  fo r  an tie i 
pated w o rkers ’ s trugg les in  the 
next period.

British Election 
Stirs Labor Party 
Move in Houston

H O U S TO N , Texas —  A n  i l ­
lu s tra tio n  o f the in s p ir in g  effect 
o f the B r it is h  Labor P a rty ’s elec­
to ra l v ic to ry  even here in  the 
deep South is the educational 
le a fle t being d is tribu te d  by Lo ­
cal 5, W elders, Burners and 
Heaters Union, ca llin g  on A m er­
ican labor to em ulate the B r it is h  
w orkers ’ example.

The le a fle t describes bow the 
B r it is h  w orkers  th rou gh  th e ir  
Labor P a r ty  “ took over adm in­
is tra tio n  o f the  governm ent on 
a p rogram  o f na tiona liza tion  o f 
in d u s try  and the banks.”

I t  po in ts o u t.th a t the cap ita lis t 
papers “ regard the event as a 
ca lam ity . T h e ir a ttitud es  range 
fro m  those who ‘deplore’ the oust­
in g  o f ‘heroic C h u rch ill’ to  those 
who find i t  possible to  ac tu a lly  
condemn the ousting  o f the ‘ lead­
er o f the B r it is h  pce-pu l’ by mere­
ly  a ‘s im ple m a jo r ity ’.”

W O R K E R S ’ MOODS
A nsw ering  a ll the phony reas­

ons given fo r  “ w hy i t  happened,”  
Ihe le a fle t exp la ins: “ The B rit is h  
workers were s ick and tire d  o f 
being pushed around, s ick o f be­
ing blamed fo r  ‘ in su ffic ie n t p ro­
duction ’ when they were breaking 
th e ir  backs, s ick o f being called 
‘saboteurs’ when they s truck  
against in justice , s ick o f low 
wages and long hours and scared 
to  death o f the com ing B r it is h  
depression fo r  which the B r it is h  
em ployers have no be tte r solu­
tio n  than ‘m udd ling  th ro u g h ’ on 
the slogan ‘ the re ’l l  a lw ays be an 
E ng la nd !’

“ R a ther than pu t up w ith  any 
more o f th is  H O O EY fro m  the 
L i b e r a l s  and Conservatives 
(Dem ocrats and Republicans) the 
w orkers made a break and placed 
confidence in  th e ir  p a rty , the L a ­
bor p a r ty ."

O UR L A C K
The le a fle t exp la ins: “ The on ly  

d iffe rence between ourselves and 
our B r it is h  cousins is a m a tte r 
o f d ia lect and residence and — 
OUR lack o f a P a rty  o f OUR 
O W N  —  a LA B O R  P A R T Y ! 
W hile  in  England Labor moves 
to  governm enta l a u th o r ity , here 
we are compelled to  lis ten  to the 
ran ting s  o f people lik e  John Lee 
S m ith , who regards m ost organ­
ized labor as a ‘ racke t,’ R ankin 
and B ilbo o f M ississipp i and 
others lik e  them  whose w r it in g s  
and speeches are m ost notable 
fo r  th e ir  d is tin c t k in sh ip  to the 
teachings o f H e rr  H it le r . ”

In  conclusion, the le a fle t de­
clares: “ We are satisfied th a t
the rank and file  w i l l  agree w ith  
us when we say th a t the c ry in g  
need o f the hour is fo r  more and 
more independent labor action, 
econom ically a n d  p o lit ic a lly . 
R a lly , then, around th is  slogan: 
‘F o r Independent Labor P o litica l 
A c tion  —  F o r A n  Independent 
Labor P a r ty ’ !”

Labor Says “ Free the F ifty ”
One section ol organized labor lias recently taken a signifi­

cant step forward in the struggle to defend the rights of the op­
pressed Negro workers and to thereby further protect the inter­
ests of the working class as a whole. They have not only called 
for the full pardon of fifty  Negro boys who are now behind 
bars on a frame-up charge of "mutiny” oh which they were 
railroaded to jail when they objected to the Navy’s unjust Jim- 
Crow policy, but they have also called for collaboration between 
the National Association for' Advancement of Colored People 
and the organized labor movement in the mobilization of all 
forces w h ich  are w illing : to  put<p 
up a m il ita n t  fight to  free  these 
innocent boys. Such co llabora tion 
o f the N egro  people and the  labor 
organ izations un ited in mass 
p ro test is  the on ly  way, as has 
been fre q u e n tly  po in ted ou t in 
The M ilita n t,  fo r  the colored 
w orkers to  ga in  rea l concessions 
from  the c a p ita lis t oppressors.

U N IO N  A C T IO N
T h is  union action w h ich was 

in the fo rm  o f a reso lu tion  passed 
by D e tro it members o f U A W - 
CIO  Local No. 15, was reported 
in the A ug us t 18th P ittsbu rgh  
Courie r. The reso lu tion , signed by 
Charles Carm ack, cha irm an o f 
the m eeting and E rnest D illa rd , 
secre tary o f the F a ir  E m p loy ­
m ent Practices Com m ittee o f 
Local 15, reads:

“ Whereas, sentences ran g ing  
fro m  e igh t to fifteen years have 
been imposed by a N ava l cou rt- 
m a rt ia l oil f i f t y  N egro sailors 
found ‘g u ilty ’ on charges o f 
m u tin y  a r is in g  fro m  the disas­
trous explosion o f a m un itions 
ship, k i l l in g  327 N egro  sailors, 
a t P o rt Chicago, near San F ra n ­
cisco, J u ly  17, 1944, and,

“ Whereas, the charge o f m u tin y  
arose out o f a pe titio n  asking 
fo r  trans fe rs  to  o ther types o f 
w o rk  which a lleged ly had been 
c ircu la ted by  the defendants, a ll 
o f whom  were involved in  the 
catastrophe, be ing e ith e r su r­
v ivo rs  o r aivtTmg the squad which 
cleaned up wreckage and rem ­
nants o f bodies dismembered by 
the b last, and,

“ Whereas the  A rm y  and Navy’ 
have made a whole system o f 
allowances fo r  ba ttle  fa tig ue , 
shell shock and psychological 
reaction to  the ho rro rs  o f w ar, 
ye t in th is  case, where the  men 
w ent th rough  one o f the  severest 
m un itions disasters o f th is  w ar, 
no consideration fo r  th is  e ffec t 
was made, and,

“ Whereas, s im p ly  fo r  exercis ing 
the dem ocratic r ig h t  o f p e titio n —  
a r ig h t  included in  the B il l  o f 
R ights o f the C o nstitu tion  o f the 
U n ited  States -— they  have been 
found g u ilty  o f ‘a conspiracy to 
m u tin y ’ in the N a vy  o f Am erican 
‘dem ocracy’ : and,

“ Whereas, every one o f the 327 
casualties were N egro sailors 
who had been load ing am m un i­
tion , w h ile  every one o f the com-

missioned officers who had been, 
charged w ith  the lives  and w e l­
fa re  o f these men was w h ite : 
and,

“ W hereas the  case has aroused 
a wave o f p ro test fro m  the N egro  
people, who co rre c tly  see in  i t  a 
vicious extension o f J im  C row  
practice in  the arm ed forces: 
now, the re fo re ,

“ Be it resolved, th a t we ca ll 
upon P resident T rum an to  g ra n t 
a fu l l  and uncond itiona l pardon 
to the f i f t y  Negro sa ilors, and 
th a t we ca ll upon the C IO  to  co­
operate w ith  the  N A A C P  in  
m ob iliz in g  a ll labor, lib e ra l, N e ­
gro , and w o rk in g  class fra te rn a l 
o rgan iza tions in  a cam paign fo r  
the pardon o f these s a ilo rs .”

Copies o f the  reso lu tion  have 
been sent, to  P resident T rum an .

E X C E L L E N T  O P P O R T U N IT Y
Here, then, is an exce llent op­

p o r tu n ity  fo r  the  N A A C P , w h ich  
is dedicated to  the  re lentless 
s tru g g le  aga inst d isc rim in a tio n  
and oppression o f the  N egro 
m in o r ity , to  take the in it ia t iv e  
in s o lic it in g  the  inva luab le  aid 
o f the p o w e rfu l U A W -C IO . The 
issues are c lear. The N A A C P  has 
taken a de fin ite  stand aga inst the 
im prisonm en t o f the f i f t y  sa ilo rs 
a fte r  having made an exhaustive 
inves tiga tion  o f a ll the fac ts  su r­
round ing the  so-ealled “ m u tin y ”  
and o f the subsequent mass cou rt- 
m a rtia l fram e-up  t r ia l .  I t  has 
published a separate pamphle.t 
g iv in g  the fac ts  .and c a llin g  fo r  
a pardon fo r  the sa ilo rs .

We, repeat, on ly  th rou gh  com­
bined s tru g g le  o f the Negro o r­
ganizations w ith  the  organized 
iabor m ovem ent do we stand 
a rea l chance to w ide ly  ex­
pose and m erc iless ly  up roo t 
the r e a c t i o n a r y  segrega­
tion  and d isc rim in a tio n  policies 
o f the U . S. A rm y  and N a vy .

L e t o ther un ion locals fro m  
coast to  coast, whose leaders rea ­
lize the fasc is t im p lica tions  o f 
an ti-N egro ism , also pass s im ila r  
reso lu tions! L e t the N A A C P  
w hich has thousands o f members 
in the CTO ac tive ly  s o lic it the a id  
o f th is  p o w e rfu l labo r g roup !

Le t the econom ically oppressed 
w o rk in g  class and the doubly op­
pressed N egro  people m erge th e ir  
e ffo r ts  to  enforce the  slogan o f 
“ lib e rty  and jus tice  fo r  a l l . ”  
F R E e ' t I IK  F IF T Y !

Postwar Notes 
For Seamen

Permanent cut-backs in  sh ip ­
p ing are o ff ic ia lly  estim ated at 
75 percent. W hereas the M a r i­
tim e  Commission has b u ilt a flee t 
o f 5.500 ships, at public expense 
to the tune o f $16 b illio n , p riva te  
operators see a postw ar need fo r  
on ly  1,300 ships. T h is  “ need”  
is based on the restric ted  economy 
o f peacetime c a p ita lis t produc­
tion . I t  means 150,000 seamen 
w ill be presen tly  th row n  on the 
beach.

•
The sh ipp ing ou tfits , a ll o f 

which live  o f f  governm ent sub­
sidies, never m iss a chance to 
gouge as deep as possible. A  
w a rtim e  f ly e r  called the Perm an- 
ente Steamship Co., one o f tycoon 
H enry  J. K a ise r’s in terests, ne t­
ted hundreds o f thousands fro m  
the cha rte r o f tw o old ru s t buck­
ets —  “ P h illip a ”  and “ Perm an- 
ente”  —  to  the W a r Shipp ing A d ­
m in is tra tio n . The W S A  pa id $1 
pe.r bareboat ton  fo r  use o f the 
“ Perm anente”  and “ P h illip a ”  d u r­
in g  the w a r. K a iser is t r y in g  
lo  recover over a m illio n  do lla rs 
m ore on these tw o  old scows be­
cause he cla im s th a t, p r io r  to  
W S A  re q u is itio n in g  o f a ll m erch­
an t ships in  1942, these ships 
had been chartered to  N avy  sub­
con tractors fo r  $3 per bareboat 
ton under prov is ions o f a cost- 
plus contract. W ha t has already 
been paid by the W SA fo r  use 
o f these tw o  ships is fa r  more 
than th e ir  sale price in  prew ar 
days.

•
The governm ent is now hand­

in g  over w hat rem ains o f its  
$16 b illio n  investm ent in the 
m aritim e  in d u s try  to  the p riva te  
sh ipp ing companies. T h is  sw indle 
o f the taxpayers w ill be lega l­
ized i f  the “ sh ip  sale”  b i ll now 
pending is passed by Congress 
when i t  reconvenes.

•
Some o f the b ig -tim e  sh ipp ing

com pany executives who moved 
in to  the offices o f the W a r Ship­
p ing  A d m in is tra tio n  d u r in g  the 
w a r are now back a t th e ir  old 
desks as “ p riva te  opera tors.”  John 
W . Bancker, fo rm e r d irec to r o f 
T anke r Operations fo r  W SA, has 
been g iven the job o f v ice -pres i­
dent fo r  the A m erican  M erchan t 
M arine  In s titu te , Inc. T h is  is 
the association o f a l l m a jo r A t ­
la n tic  coast ship operators. 
Bancker served these people w e ll 
d u rin g  the w a r. He was w ith  
the W S A  and the M a ritim e  Com­
m ission fro m  A u g u s t 1941 u n til 
A ugust f irs t, th is  year. He is 
succeeded in the W S A  post by 
a Standard O il man, Roy E. A n ­
derson. Anderson now takes over 
T anke r Operations as a govern­
m ent o ffic ia l. Thus, the sh ip ­
o w n e rs ”  keep th e ir  own men as 
governm ent o ffic ia ls  w h ile  re ­
organ iz ing  th e ir  “ p r iv a te ”  a f ­
fa irs .

■ = a s s '
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Native Fascism -  I I I

American Fascist Organizations 
Collaborate In Spreading Poison

By Joseph Hansen
America’s native fascists are not separated bv rigid differ­

ences iri principle or program. I'hey move loosely from one or­
ganization to another and collaborate in many enterprises. The 
minor role of internal strife in the development of this reaction­
ary movement attests the overpowering influence of Big Busi­
ness. Where money is freely flowing, cynics, thugs and adven­
turers are not inclined to split hairs or argue too heatedly over 
questions of individual station in the eventual hierarchy of ihe 
fascist party. T he line and tempo of assault against the labor 
movement is determined by political experts in the pay of Big 
Business. The ignorant or hypnotized dupes are trained to 
blindly obey the dictatorial orders handed down from above.

O nly when labor o ffe rs  s t i f f  i>-------------------------------------------------------
resistance and defeats the fasc is ts  
in  a num ber o f encounters does 
dem ora liza tion  and paralyzing ' 
fac tio na l s tr ife  set in .

A M IC A B L E  C O LLA B O R A TO R S
Today in the U n ited  States, 

ex-Senator R obert Rice Reynolds, 
o rgan izer o f the N a tio n a lis t 
P a rty , collaborates am icab ly w ith  
the  Reverend Gerald L . K . 
S m ith .- D u rin g  the w a r S m ith  
operated in D e tro it . He m obilized 
a group o f fasc is t “ m others”  and 
led them  on an expedition to San 
Francisco to dem onstrate against 
the  U n ited  N ations Conference. 
S m ith  does n o t rea lly  oppose im ­
p e r ia lis t w a r— on the con tra ry  he 
supports  i t  But he is extrem ely 
anxious to cap ita lize  on the a n t i­
w a r sentim ent, and the ju nke t 
was p a rt o f his demagogic e ffo r ts  
to  ga ther a fo llow ing  among 
those beginning to feel revu lsion 
against the w ar.

The character o f S m ith ’s 
de legation o f w e a lthy  and reac­
tio n a ry  women is c lear enough 
fro m  the fa c t th a t one o f them, 
M rs . Van H yn ing , proposed and 
was the f irs t  to s ign a pe titio n  
sent to  Congress fro m  San F ra n ­
cisco ca llin g  fo r  d is franch ise­
m ent o f a ll Jews.

Reynolds expressed his ad m ira ­
t io n  fo r  G. L . K .  Sm ith  in a 
te legram  to the Rev. Jonathan 
P erk ins, a S m ith  lieu tenan t in 
C a lifo rn ia , who organized a 
fa sc is t ra l ly  in honor o f S m ith ’s 
a r r iv a l in  San Francisco. Said 
Reynolds:

“ You are fo rtu n a te  in having 
the Honorable G erald L .  K . 
Sm ith in San Francisco a t th is  
v ita l crossroad in h is to ry  when 
Am erican In te rn a tio n a lis ts  would 
accede to  every request and 
demand o f a lien na tiona lis ts . 
S m ith  has had the courage to 
speak the t ru th  and p r in t  the 
fac ts  about New  Deal domestic 
and fo re ign  po lic ies. He expresses 
the sentim ents and convictions o f 
m illio ns  o f red-blooded Am ericans 
when he demands th a t th is  gov­
ernm ent r id  its e lf  o f New Deal 
bureaucrats and Com m unists. 
And w ith  m illio ns  o f A m erican 
N a tiona lis ts , I  jo in  in dem anding 
a cessation o f Lend-Lease bulle ts 
to Pal Joey fo r  fe a r th a t they 
may be used against us. I t ’s tim e  
to call a h a l t . ”  —  Robert R . 
Reyno lds.

F A S C IS T  D EM AG O G Y 

The Reverend Sm ith fo llow s  the 
line  o f propaganda advocated in  
Congress by such wheel-horses o f 
the Dem ocratic P a rty  as B ilbo , 
Eastland, Colm er and R a n k in . 
He demands tha t the Negro peo­
ple should be deported to A fr ic a  
“ to solve the N egro problem 
honestly and re a lis tic a lly .”  He 
protests th a t “ it  is not a crim e 
to c r it ic iz e  a Jew, a New Dealer 
o r a Com m unist.”  He opposed 
admission o f refugees from  fasc­
ism in Europe. One o f his 
d ia tribes on th is  subject bore the 
t i t le :  “ M ust A m erica  Forever

Absorb the Scum o f the E a r th ? ”
T h is  fasc is t demagogue is con­

ce n tra tin g  on the veterans. He 
has form ed two organ izations, the 
“ .N a tiona lis t Veterans o f W orld 
W ar I I ”  and the “ C om m ittee  of 
Veterans o f W orld  W ar I I . ”  They 
p r in t a ttra c tiv e  lite ra tu re  te ll in g  
the veterans they “ have been 
v ir tu a lly  deserted by our people”  
and they “ belong to the Lost 
B a tta lio n . ”

The Sm ith  lieu tenan t a t the 
head o f the “ N a tio n a lis t V e t­
erans”  is George Vose. A  typ ica l 
fasc is t type , he is a discharged 
A rm y  man who was cou rt- 
m artia led  fo r se lling  A rm y  goods 
and passes to  members o f the 
armed forces a t Tam p McCoy, 
W iscons in .

M a in  b a it held out by Sm ith  to 
w a r veterans is a demand fo r  a 
bonus o f a t least $1,000 fo r  a 
year o r more o f service.

C A R E E R  OF A FA S C IS T
G. L . K .  S m ith  is no t a new­

comer in the ranks o f A m erican 
fascism . In  1933, the year H itle r  
marched in to  power, S m ith  began 
his p o litica l career w ith  Pelley’s 
notorious S ilve r S h irts . I l is  
re g is tra tio n  nnm ber as a member 
was 3223 and his w ife ’s number 
was 3220. John Roy Carlson, in 
his book Undercover publishes an 
e x tra c t o f a le tte r  dated A ugust 
25, 193?, fro m  S m ith  to  Pelley:

“ B y the tim e  you receive th is  
le tte r I  shall be on the  road to 
St. Louis and parts  no rth  together 
w ith  a un ifo rm ed squad o f young 
men composing w ha t I  believe 
w ill be the f ir s t  S ilve r S h ir t 
s to rm  troop  in A m e ric a .”

Tw o days la te r, according to 
the same source, S m ith  “ w ro te 
Pelley fro m  H o t S prings: ‘We 
have held three mass meetings, 
tw o s tree t m eetings, and ap­
pointed key men fo r  lite ra tu re  in 
six tow ns; no, seven to w n s .’ And 
some o f the lecture top ics S m ith  
used in p ro m otin g  P e lley ’s cause 
were: ‘Some Day 100 M illio n  
Am ericans W ill H ide Behind the

S ilve r S h irts  fo r  P ro tection ,' and®- 
‘W hy I L e ft the Conventional 
P u lp it to  Join the C h ris tian  
M il it ia  o f the  S ilve r S h ir ts '. ”

H U E Y  LO NG ’S L IE U T E N A N T
Soon a fte r , Sm ith  w ent to 

Lou is iana. In  Shreveport as 
pastor o f K in g ’s H ighw ay Church, 
he m et Huey Long . “ E ve ry  Man 
a K in g ”  Long persuaded Sm ith  
to become a lieu tenan t in his 
po litica l machine, and S m ith  cut 
loose fro m  the p u lp it  to learn 
and proselytize a t the fee t o f the 
fasc is t p rophet. When Huey Long 
was assassinated, S m ith  tr ie d  to 
take over the machine bu t was 
defeated by another lieutenant, 
E a r l C h ris te n b e rry . Sm ith headed 
fo r  the O hio -M ich igan area where 
F a the r Coughlin was fo rg in g  
ahead.

In 1930, when Coughlin, W il­
liam  Lem ke and D r. F ranc is  E . 
Townsend o f Old Age Pension 
fam e jo ined in  an unholy po litica l 
alliance, S m ith  described h im se lf 
as a “ contact man fo r  the Union 
P arty , d irec to r o f the Townsend 
o rgan iza tion , a keynote speaker 
fo r  F a th e r Coughlin and sup­
p o rte r o f Lem ke fo r  P res ide n t.”

He soon began o rgan iz ing  on 
bis own account, se ttin g  up the 
“ Com m ittee o f One M illio n ”  as a 
“ n a tio n a lis t fro n t against Com­
m unism .”  Accord ing to a report 
in the New Y ork  T im es Sm ith 
set ou t to “ seize the governm ent 
o f the U n ited  States.”  He dut- 
lined his s tra teg y  as fo llow s :

“ Y ou’ve go t to  be in a s tate o f 
c ris is  to  do th in g s  w e ll. T h a t 
means you ’ve go t to look over 
men and events, convince y o u r­
se lf th a t the re  is a c ris is . Then 
you ’ve g o t the m e n ta lity  o f a 
sold ier in a trencj? . N o th ing  
stops you . Y ou ’re ru th less . When 
you ’re r ig h t  and know  you ’re 
r ig h t  you should be ru th less.”

T h is  dangerous fascist dema­
gogue is a t present bo ring  away 
in Los Angeles where he hopes 
to  estabish a s trong  base fo r  his 
movement.

(To Be Continued)

Women In W ar Industry 
Quickly Learn Unionism

By M A R Y  S T E E L E
You know, looking back at 

the  past three years, it seems 
funny that we women have been 
in real industry, where formerly 
just men worked, only so short 
a time.

I  can remember how strange we 
fe lt to  be in an honest-lo-good- 
ness p la n t th a t made the basic 
products o f modern life . N o t on ly  
did we fee l s trange, bu t the guys 
in  the m ills  looked a t us as i f  
we were curiosities. We had to 
gear ourselves to  pretend not to 
notice the w h istles and w o lf 
how ls as we w ent by.

E ve ry  tim e  a new g ir l  was 
h ired  there was a mass m ig ra tio n  
fro m  a ll departm ents to  look her 
over. The a ttitu d e  th a t we were 
curios ities o f the moment, and

not com para tive ly  perm anent ad­
ditions, was re flected in  th e ir  
trea tm e n t o f us a t f irs t. Some 
men were ex trem e ly  b it te r  and 
refused us even the he lp th e y ’d 
g ive any male newcomer in to  
the p lan t. O thers bent w ay over 
backwards and did us ju s t as much 
harm  by do ing eve ry th in g  fo r  us.

Even fu r th e r , the a ttitudes  o f 
the men were divided as to 
w hether we should jo in  the un­
ion o r not. Some said, “ Y ou’re 
•em porary, w hy bo the r? ”  Then 
the re  were those who were re a lly  
union-conscious and insisted th a t 
we do jo in .

B u t s low ly  and sure ly  we be­
gan to fee l our place. The m a­
chines d idn ’t  look h a lf so strange 
and fr ig h te n in g  a fte r  we worked 
w ith  them  fo r  a w h ile . The m ill 
w h istles w eren’t  ju s t noises

made to scare us h a lf ou t o f our 
skins. W e began to find ou t th a t 
the guys weren’t  cracked a b it  
when they began w av ing  th e ir  
arm s around w ith  a ll sorts  o f 
s trange m an ipu la tions o f th e ir  
hands.

W E L L -E A R N E D  RESPECT 
A t  f irs t, m ost o f us traded 

quite heav ily  on the fac t th a t we 
were gilds and took u n fa ir  ad­
vantage o f the men in  the am ount 
o f w o rk  we did. Then we began 
to learn th a t to  ga in  la s tin g  re ­
spect we had to do our jobs we ll. 
I t  wasn’t  u n t il we did th is  th a t 
we fe lt  a bond o f e q ua lity  fo rm ­
in g  between the men and oursel­
ves. I t  was no longer the fa lse  
deference th a t the men paid to 
us ou t o f a ha lf-baked idea th a t 
s im p ly  because we were women 
(and the re fo re  unequal to  them ) 
we should be trea ted  thus and so. 
No, now i t  was a well-earned 
respect.

B u t the fina l touch th a t made 
us feel on the same fo o tin g  was 
when we learned th a t the union 
was ju s t as much ours as the 
men’s. In  the beginn ing, we g ir ls  
used to  run to the boss, us ing our 
fe m in in ity  in  t ry in g  to settle  job 
d ifficu ltie s . F o r a wh ile , i t  seem­
ed to  w ork, too. You could see 
then, th a t the fe llow s resented 
th is . But, a fte r  a ll, we were 
g ir ls , so we d id n ’t  care much. 
O ur fo o l’s paradise d idn ’t  las t 
long.

We began to see wage inequ i­
ties, ce rta in  d isc rim in a to ry  prac­
tices on jobs and so on. G riev­
ances th a t had rea l m eat to  them  
began to come to  ou r a tten tion . 
When we took ou r problem s to  
our im m ediate supervisors we 
found out qu ick enough th a t these 
sm a ll-tim e  bosses had no rea l 
a u th o r ity  o r desire to  solve our 
problems.

T h a t s ta rted  us th in k in g , and 
we began asking the men we 
worked w ith , w h a t to  do. W ell, 
you know the ans\ver to  tha t. 
They knew fro m  th e ir  own ex­
perience th a t  the on ly  possible 
w ay was through the union. So 
we began to  jo in  up, and push 
our grievances the r ig h t  way.

I t  was then tha t the men look­
ed at us and said, “ These g ir ls  
are fig h te rs . They ’re ju s t like  we 
are.”  How good it  fe lt  to  take 
the firs t b ig  s tride  tow ard rea lly  
being equals!

W IL L IA M  P A TTE R S O N
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Cleveland Auto 
Union Supports 
Smith Act Victim

C L E V E L A N D  —  F o llow ing  
s im ila r  action by the B u ffa lo  area 
and N orthw est Ohio reg ional con­
ferences o f the C IO  auto w o rk ­
ers union, U A W -C IO  Local 207 
here a t its  A ugust 12 member­
ship m eeting voted unanim ously 
to., support the case o f W illia m  
Patterson, Pennsylvania m iner 
who is the firs t im prisoned v ic tim  
of the notorious Sm ith-C onna lly  
a n ti-s tr ik e  act.

Local 207’s reso lu tion stated in 
p a rt th a t the a n ti-s tr ik e  law' “ is 
a deadly menace to  the m ost basic 
r ig h t  o f labor, the r ig h t  to  s tr ik e ”  
and th a t “ the ja il in g  o f P atterson 
sets a precedent whereby any or 
a ll union gains can s u ffe r a s im i­
la r  fa te .”

The reso lu tion pledges “ fu l l  
support to Local 2399, U n ited  
M ine W orkers, in its  f ig h t to  
free  Patterson and repeal the 
S m ith-C onna lly  act, and we de­
mand th a t the U A W -C IO  In te i-- 
na tiona l Executive Board do like  
w ise.”

The Local 207 m em bership also 
voted $15 to  be sent to P a tte r­
son’s local un ion to  aid in h is de­
fense.

Scientific Study 
Shows Europe on 
Starvation Diet

By M ary Kane

M IN N E A P O L IS , M inn., Aug. 
1fi —  In  an experim ent recently  
conducted a t the U n iv e rs ity  o f 
M innesota w ith  34 conscientious 
objectors as the liv in g  subjects, 
i t  has been dem onstrated th a t the 
masses o f Europe face s ta rva tion  
under present “ reconstruction ”  
plans o f the  A llie d  im peria lis ts .

The U n ited  N a tions R e lie f and 
R ehab ilita tion  A d m in is tra tio n  is 
p a r tic u la r ly  concerned w ith  the 
resu lts  o f the study, w h ich has 
been conducted fo r  the  purpose 
o f de te rm in ing  how l i t t le  food a 
man can be given and s t i l l  s u r­
v ive . Sponsored by the Labo ra­
to ry  o f Physio log ica l H ygiene a t 
the U n iv e rs ity , va rious church 
service com m ittees, sc ientific  and 
medical founda tions and govern­
m ent agencies, the experim ent 
received, “ respectable”  endorse­
m ent in the name o f service to 
science and “ so lv ing  the postw ar 
problem  o f res to ra tive  d ie ts”  fo r  
E u rope .

“ A S T O U N D IN G  R E S U LT ”
A ccord ing  to  the  St. Paul D is­

patch, J u ly  26, “ One astounding 
and dangerous re s u lt a lready 
disclosed a t the U n iv e rs ity , is 
th is : T h a t the  p o lit ic a l and 
economic reconstruction  o f E u ­
rope is im possible w ith  any d ie t 
th a t does no t g ive am average o f 
2,000 calories a day— and th a t 
am ount o f food looks im possible 
a t the present t im e . ”

W hat tho experim ent has shown 
ve ry  c le a rly  is th a t starved human 
beings become listless, am b itio n ­
less, le th a rg ic , despite special 
s tud y  o f subjects designed to  f i t  
them  fo r  social and economic re ­
h a b ilita tio n . The M innesota con­
scientious objectors were exposed 
to such supervised study, exercise 
and “ busy w 'ork”  d u rin g  th e ir  six- 
m onth d iet o f 1600 calories da ily  
in potatoes, cabbage, tu rn ips , 
bread, the d ie t o f s ta rv in g  
Europe. The experimentees lost 
an average o f 38 pounds each and 
the m ental and physica l energy 
to  reconstruct th e ir  lives.

‘S O M E T H IN G  OF A  M O C K E R Y
“ These experim ents are o f v ita l 

im portance to the w o rld ’s fu tu re ,”  
one U n iv e rs ity  a u th o r ity  said to 
local repo rte rs . “ We are lea rn ing  
th a t the U n ited  N a tions cha rte r 
is go ing to  be som eth ing o f a 
m ockery unless Europe can be 
fed enough so the people w il l  have 
the s treng th  to  reb u ild  fro m  the 
w a r. I t  is a grave s itua tion  th a t 
con fronts h u m a n ity . ”

The problem  o f hunger cannot 
be solved by cap ita lism . The 
p lig h t o f s ta rv in g  hu m an ity  can 
be re lieved on ly  in  a socia list 
society, where food w i l l  no t be 
used as a p o lit ic a l weapon fo r  
im p e ria lis t aggrandizem ent and 
where the resources o f na ture  
w ill be re a lly  u tilized  fo r  the 
benefit o f a ll m ankind.

Illinois Bosses 
Boast of Killing 
All Labor Bills

By Leigh Ray
C H IC AG O . Aug. 7— A priva te  

bu lle tin , c ircu la ted fo r  the ex­
clusive in fo rm a tio n  o f the A s ­
sociated Em ployers o f I llin o is , 
proves out o f th e ir  own mouths 
how the bosses o f th is  sta te  have 
worked behind the scenes to  block 
and k i l l  every b it o f progressive 
leg is la tion  introduced in the 
I llin o is  le g is la tu re  du rin g  the 
past year.

T h is  Special B u lle tin , No. 256, 
boasts o f the achievements o f the 
em ployers’ lobby d u rin g  the 
session w h ich  adjourned June 80, 
1945. The lis t  o f b ills  they c la im  
cred it fo r  de feating  c le a rly  reveal 
the tremendous in fluence exercis­
ed upon the leg is la tu re  , by  th is  
reactionary  organ iza tion  o f the 
bosses.

The B u lle tin  sta tes: “ Am ong 
the more im p o rta n t b ills  defeated 
w ere: A n ti-R ace  D iscrim ina tion , 
A n ti- In ju n c tiq n , Equal Pay fo r  
Females, S tate Labo r Relations, 
State Wage and H o u r, S ta te ­
ments o f Deductions on Pay 
Cheek, L ia b il i ty  fo r  Loss o f 
C lo th in g  by an Employee, S tate 
Insurance fo r  W orkm en ’s Com­
pensation, D is a b ility  U nem p loy­
m ent Com pensation, and a so- 
called C h ild  Labo r B i l l  was 
amended so th a t i t  was no t ob­
je c tio n a b le .”  B il ls  am ending the 
W orkm en’s Compensation and Oc­
cupationa l Diseases laws increas­
in g  benefits 2 Y2 percent were 
passed bu t “ i t  was fe l t  t h a t  they  
were ve ry  modest in  com parison 
w ith  w h a t was asked fo r  by the 
labo r un ion fo rc e s .”

U P H E L D  JIM -C R O W
In  add ition  to  b lock ing p ro ­

labor leg is la tion , the  em ployers 
lobby showed its e lf  to  be the m ain 
fo rce  behind the  J im -C ro w  
system . The B u lle tin  com plains 
th a t the  A n ti-R ace  D iscrim in a tion  
B ills  in troduced were “ the  m ost 
serious b ills  ever presen ted .”  
M oreover, the  o ffice rs o f the 
Associated Em ployers p roud ly  
announce to  its  members th a t 
the y  were “ m ost d ilig e n t in  an­
t ic ip a tin g  and in  p re p a rin g  fo r  
and c a rry in g  th rou gh  the  opposi­
t ion  to  these b ills . These b ills  
were s tro n g ly  supported by the 
CIO, rac ia l o rgan iza tions and 
some o ffic ia ls  o f re lig ious organ­
iza tions.”

The Associated E m ployers o f 
I llin o is  c a re fu lly  guarded th e ir  
r ig h t  to  d isc rim ina te  aga inst 
women w orkers  by m ak ing  them  
w o rk  a t low er pa y . A  b i l l  passed 
in 1943 presum ably p ro v id ing  fo r  
equal pay fo r  women was so fu l l  
o f loop-holes th a t the unions in ­
troduced in  th is  la s t session a new 
la w  w ith  rea l tee th fo r  its  en­
fo rcem ent. The boss o rgan iza tion  
com plains b it te r ly  th a t since the 
penalties fo r  v io la tions  under th is  
law  were much m ore serious than 
the previous law  i t  was “ much 
broader and much m ore danger­
o u s .”  T h is  b i l l  they successfully 
k ille d  in  com m ittee . They were, 
however, unable to  defeat the 
passage o f a M in im um  W age Law  
fo r  W om en.

On the o ther hand, they pushed 
th rou gh  the passage o f a b i l l  o f 
th e ir  own, HB682 on G arn ish­
ment, w h ich a llow s them  to  force 
deductions o f unpaid b ills  fro m  
the w orkers pay checks w ith o u t 
the consent o f the w o rke r.

The Associated Em ployers o f 
I llin o is  are now p re pa ring  plans 
to  s trang le  any progressive labor 
le g is la tio n  w h ich  m ay come up in 
the ^ iext session. The B u lle tin  
pred icts th a t  the com ing session 
“ w i l l  again present m ost o f the 
old problem s and p robab ly some 
new ones.”

W ith o u t th e ir  own independent 
labo r p a r ty  the organized w o rk ­
ers o f  I llin o is  are helpless to 
com bat these rea c tion a ry  con­
spiracies o f the em ployers, who 
w o rk  behind the scenes th rough  
both the  Republican and Demo­
c ra tic  pa rties .

Newark
The M ilitan t and Fourth Inten­

tional can now be purchased a t 
M arket and Halsey Street 

Newsstand.
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VOTE TROTSKYIST!
In the Coming New York Elections

Am ong o ther im p o rta n t issues, the Socia list W orkers  P a rty  
E lection P la tfo rm  advocates:

SAFEG UARD T H E  A M E R IC A N  W O RKERS' 
S T A N D A R D  OF L IV IN G !

The W ashing ton bureaucrats prom ised to  keep down the 
cost o f liv in g . B u t prices have skyrocketed beyond reach o f the 
average fa m ily . To preserve the s tandard o f liv in g , in s titu te  
a s lid in g  scale o f wages! Increase wages to  m eet the increased 
cost o f liv in g !

Smash the b lack m a rke t system  fostered by the W a ll 
S tree t po litica ns ! O rganize consumers’ com m ittees to  check 
prices and stop the d ivers ion o f goods in to  the b lack m arke t!

Replace the slums and fire trap s  w ith  m odern lo w -re n t 
apartm en ts ! Make w o rk  fo r  the bu ild in g  trades! B u ild  homes 
instead o f  bombers!

..............- ........ ■ ■ = m By V . Grey • *....... • -  — =

“ Say —• I  was read ing about th a t a tom ic energy,”  Ed Barnes 
to ld  us. “ Do you rea lize w h a t we can DO w ith  i t?  The energy in 
the l i t t le  cardboard o f a ra ilroa d  tic k e t could drive  a b ig  t ra in  around 
the w o r ld !”

“ Yeah; I  read th a t a rtic le , too,”  S ho rty  said. “ A  cup fu l o f w a te r 
hgs enough energy to  run  a b ig  pow er-genera ting  p la n t.”

“ Boy, th in k  o f the th in g s  we can do! I ’ve beenr read ing  about 
th is  s tu f f  in  P opular Mechanics. They used to  have d iagram s o f a ir  
liners and rockets to  the moon. T hey ’d be sim ple to w ork , w ith  th is  
atom ic energy.”

How Capitalist Death-Dealers Use I t
“ F unny th in g , isn ’t  i t ? ”  said Pop P h ilib e r, “ how th is  th in g  is so 

w onderfu l —  so w onderfu l i t  b lew  h a lf a m illio n  people to  k ingdom  
come in  less tim e  than i t  takes to  say ‘a tom ic energy’ .”

“ Oh, th a t ’s the w ay i t  a lw ays w o rks ,”  said young M ike. “ I t  
takes a -w a r to  b r in g  ou t these new inventions. N a tu ra lly  th e y ’re 
used fo r  k il l in g  a t f i r s t  —  ju s t  lik e  the a irp lane , see? —  B u t la te r  
— when the w a r’s over, th e y ’l l  be p u t to  use fo r  progress and a ll 
th a t.”

You could see th a t M ike  read the ed ito ria l page o f the evening 
paper. “ O f course i t ’l l  take 10 o r 20 years,”  he continued, since 
nobody stopped h im . “ B u t the y  have to  discover w ays to  harness 
the atom  fo r  constructive  w ork . T h a t takes a lo t  o f research.”

“ B u t the  w o nd e rfu l th in g ,”  Ed Barnes w ent back to  h is f irs t  
though t lik e  a man th a t was d runk  w ith  an idea —  “ the w onderfu l 
th in g ,”  he persisted, “ is th a t we w on’t  have h a rd ly  any w o rk  to  do 
a t a ll. L ife  w i l l  be peaches and cream. You can go f is h in g  and h u n t­
in g  any tim e  you w an t to  and s t i l l  live  lik e  a k in g !”

Pop d id n 't say an y th in g  more. B u t he d idn ’t  look much lik e  a 
man who tho ugh t he was go ing to  be a k ing .

S lim , the shop steward, d idn ’t  say an y th in g  e ither. He was 
look ing  down a t the  la y -o ff  lis t  the forem an had handed him , check­
in g  the sen io rity . Y oung M ike  was g e ttin g  the gate w ith  15 others. 
Ed Barnes had enough sen io rity  to  las t ’ t i l  the next la y o ff,  maybe 
a whole month.

CHILDREN’S AID—FOR 
THE POOR AND THE RICH

Our children l i v e  in the 
wealthiest country in the world. 
In wartime our rich masters 
every week found some two 
thousand million dollars to 
spend on death —  to blow cities, 
towns, villages, and human be­
ings into dust. In “peacetime” 
they just can’t dig up the few 
miserly "charity” dollars need­
ed to feed even a group of ne­
glected little kids in the city of 
New York!

W ith  cool detachm ent, the 
N . Y . H era td -T ribune , A u g u s t 4, 
reports  the fo llo w in g :

“ N E W  Y O R K  —  A r th u r  W . 
Renander, p resident o f the 
Queensboro Society fo r  the P re­
vention o f C ru e lty  to  Children, 
revealed th a t a $3,000 m on th ly  
de fic it w i l l  force the society to

close its  she lte r a t 105-34 U n ion 
H a ll S t.,  Jam aica, Queens, on 
A ug ust 31. A t  present, the 
Queens she lte r is ha rbo ring  39 
ch ild ren  o f whom  19 are depen­
dent and neglected ch ild ren  under 
school a g e .”

A N O T H E R  CASE 
In  another colum n in  the same 

day’s issue o f the  same paper 
appears another classic o f child 
w e lfa re  under cap ita lism . In  th is  
case ju s t one (1 ) l i t t le  ch ild  is 
invo lved; to  w i t :  “ Y oung C h ris t­
o p h e r.”  T h is  p a rtic u la r ch ild  has 
no t ye t sough t she lte r w ith  the 
Society fo r  the P revention o f 
C ru e lty  to  C h ild ren , a lthough  he, 
too, has su ffe red a “ decline”  in 
funds. B u t le t the  H e ra ld -T ribune  
te ll th is  s to ry  in  its  own w ords: 

“ B A L T IM O R E — The education, 
m aintenance and support o f 
C h ris topher S m ith  Reynolds, 12- 
year-o ld  son o f the la te  tobacco 
he ir, Z . S m ith  Reynolds, and 
fo rm e r to rch  s inger L ib b y  H o l­
man Holmes, cost $83,333.83 d u r­
in g  the  la s t year, h is  guard ians 
reported today. The expenses 
were lis ted  by the S tate Deposit 
and T ru s t C o . as p a r t  o f the 
money pa id to  M rs . Holmes along 
w ith  $5,192.74 she had expended 
on h is  $300,000 estate o f 55 acres 
near S tam ford , Conn. The estate 
o f young C hris topher, who was 
born s h o rtly  a f te r  h is  fa th e r ’s 
death, declined s lig h t ly  du ring  
the  year to  $5,582,194.46.”

CLASS E X T R E M E S  
The tragedy  o f the  ch ild ren  

who w i l l  be ousted by  the  SPCC,

contrasted w ith  the “ p l ig h t”  o f 
C h ris topher Reynolds, m irro rs  
the extrem es o f pove rty  fo r  the 
w orkers and fabulous lu x u ry  fo r  
the ru l in g  class, under c a p ita l­
ism . B u t in  between ?

There are over 40,000,000 c h il­
dren in  A m erica , nea rly  tw o - 
th ird s  o f them  in fa m ilie s  whose 
income is below the m in im um  
requirem ents fo r  decent food and 
housing. F am ilies  w ith  incomes 
o f less than $1,000 a year have 
tw ice  as m any ch ild ren  as 
fa m ilie s  w ith  incomes over $3,000.

A na tiona l hea lth  survey in  
1941, d u rin g  the w a r-p roduc tion  
period, revealed th a t ne a rly  a 
th ird  o f the ch ild ren in th is  coun­
t r y  under 15 years o f age, had 
no medical care d u rin g  illnesses 
o f a week o r m ore. No doctors, 
no hosp ita liza tion , d u rin g  the  
childhood diseases which so o ften  
leave th e ir  v ic tim s  w ith  damaged 
hearts, im paired vision, defective 
hea ring ! A nd th is  is not “ ex­
cep tional” — it  is the “ common­
place”  fa te  o f the ch ild ren o f 
Am erican w orkers.

Who Really Gains 
From the Myth of 
Race Superiority?

W here and w h y  was the lie  o f 
rac ia l su p e rio r ity  invented ? A n ­
th ropo log is ts  have long since ex­
ploded the th e o ry  th a t one race 
is superio r to another. Y e t —  o f 
“ the ap p ro x im a te ly  tw o  b illio n  
people in h a b itin g  the earth today, 
on ly  one th ird  are w h ite  peoples 
o f European descent, b u t they  
keep the o ther tw o  th ird s  —  the 
brown, black and ye llow  peoples 
—  in  colon ia l sub jection,”  says 
Grace Carlson in  an a rtic le  en­
tit le d  “ The M y th  o f Racia l Su­
p e r io r ity ”  which appeared in  the 
January  1944 issue o f F O U R T H  
IN T E R N A T IO N A L .

The h is to ry  o f the  accom plish­
ments o f the Negroes has y e t to  
be w ritte n . Grace Carlson raises 
these questions: “ W hy then have 
modern h is to rians  been s ile n t 
about the h igh  c u ltu ra l a tta in ­
ments o f the  black peoples o f 
ancient E th io p ia , g lo w in g  ac­
counts o f w h ich have been p re ­
served in  the  w r it in g s  o f such 
Greek and Roman h is to rians  as 
Hom er (n in th  cen tu ry  B. C .)f 
Herodotus ( f i f th  cen tu ry  B. C .), 
P lin y  ( f ir s t  cen tu ry  A . D .) and 
P to lem y (second cen tu ry  A . D .) ? 
W hy have the  ro le  o f Negro 
blood and ancient N egro cu ltu re  
oeen denied th e ir  p roper place in  
the h is to rica l exp lanations o f the 
development o f E gyp tian  c iv iliz a ­
tion  ? Because, as P rofessor Du- 
Bois co rre c tly  po in ts  out, the 
needs o f the w h ite  slave trade rs  
o f the 16th, 17th and 18th cen­
tu ry  Europe and the  U n ited  
States made i t  necessary to  d is­
to r t  and hide a il favo rab le  facts 
and in te rp re ta tion s  o f the h is to ry  
o f the black peoples.”

Back copies o f FO U R T H  
IN T E R N A T IO N A L  m ay be 
obtained by sending 25 cents 
in  coin o r stam ps to : Business 
M anager, F o u rth  In te rn a tio n ­
al, 116 U n iv e rs ity  Place, New 
.York 3, N . Y .
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SWP Receives Urgent Appeal For Aid 
From Impoverished Comrades In Italy

By FA R R E LL DOBBS  
Campaign D irector

An urgent appeal fo r  aid has 
jus t been received from  our 
Ita lia n  comrades. They w r ite :

“ I have to  b rin g  to your a tten ­
tio n  a ra th e r pressing m a tte r—  
the need fo r  assistance. I t  is 
causing us much concern, fo r 
obvious reasons!! I cannot stress 
too s trong ly  our great need. W ith  
the knowledge that YO U A L O N E  
can provide the w herew itha l, we 
urge you to expedite th is  urgent 
he lp .”

I t  takes v e ry  l i t t le  im ag ination  
to  understand the deep stress 
under which th is  s im ple but 
m oving appeal is w r it te n .  D a ily  
accounts in  the c a p ita lis t press 
g ive evidence o f the s ta rva tion , 
poverty , the te rr ib le  s u ffe r in g  o f 
the  peoples in  the w a r-to rn  coun­
tr ie s  .

S A V A G E  P E R S E C U TIO N
O ur co-th inkers s u ffe r  a ll these 

hardships, and in addition bear 
the  double burden o f persecution 
a t the hands o f the A llie d  im ­
pe ria lis ts . the S ta lin is t counter­
revo lu tion is ts  and the puppet

reg im e in the occupied and so- 
called “ libe ra ted ”  countries. We 
m ust respond to th is  plea fo r  aid 
by redoubling our e ffo r ts  to send 
im m ediate con tribu tions  to our 
comrades abroad.

To date, we have raised $3,- 
297.15 o f the Socia list W orkers 
P a r ty ’s §5,000 In te rn a tio n a l S o li­
d a r ity  Fund . A bou t $1,800 is s t ill 
to  be con tribu ted . The M ilwaukee, 
N ew ark and Rochester branches 
th is  week jo ined the 100 per 
centers’ g roup, m aking  a to ta l 
o f e igh t p a r ty  branches which 
l ave sent in th e ir  f u l l  quota fo r  
the fu n d . A l l  o ther branches 
should make special e ffo r ts  to 
complete th e ir  quotas in  the 
shortest possible tim e.

LOS A N G E L E S  S O C IA L IS T  
Y O U T H  C L U B : “ We were very 
disappointed to  find th a t we were 
not assigned a quota fo r  the In ­
te rna tiona l S o lid a rity  F und . So 
we took i t  upon ourselves to 
o rig in a te  a quota o f $15. To s ta r t 
th ings o f f  w ith  a bang, we con­
tr ib u te d  $11 a t the opening o f 
the cam paign. We are a t present 
cam paign ing to  ra ise m ore money. 
We w ould appreciate i t  very  
much, i f  a t the end o f the cam-

Internctionol Solidarity Fund

S C O R EB O A R D
B R A N C H Quota Paid Percent

M ilw aukee $ 30.00 S 38.00 127
B u ffa lo 125.00 156.00 125
N ew ark 100.00 111.00 111
Reading 25.00 25.00 100
SI. Louis 25.00 25.00 100
P ittsbu rgh 25.00 25.00 100
A 1 le n to w n - Be t h 1 che mi 60.00 60.00 100
Rochester 15.00 15.00 100
San Francisco 375.00 357.00 95
Los Angeles 750.00 625.00 83
Bayonne 100.00 78.00 78
Youngstown 85.00 65.00 76
P hiladelph ia 125.00 89.35 71
T w in  C ities 250.00 162.50 65
Chicago 500.00 317.00 63
D e tro it 400.00 231.00 58
Boston 125.00 70.00 56
A k ro n 75.00 40.00 53
Toledo 100.00 52.00 52
New Y o rk 1000.00 483.00 48
Seattle
Mem bers- a t- Large

350.00 160.00 46

and Friends 245.00 87.30 36
Cleveland 75.00 22.00 29
N. Y. You th  Group 15.00 3.00 20
San Diego 25.00 0 0

T O T A L $5,000.(10 $3,297.15 66

pa ign you le t the fa c t be 
recognized th a t the Socialist 
You th  C lub con tribu ted money to 
the In te rn a tion a l S o lid a rity  Fund. 
A lso, we would like  a quota 
assigned to us fo r  o ther cam ­
paigns, because we fee l we are 
a p a rt o f the T ro ts k y is t move­
m ent. ”

As soon as we receive fu l l  in ­
fo rm a tion  on the con tribu tion  o f 
the Los Angeles Youth Group, 
these young T ro tsky is ts  w ill be 
given th e ir  place in our score- 
board.

IN  T H E  CO M ING

New York Elections 
VOTE AGAINST:
C a p ita lis t H unger 
C a p ita lis t M isery 
C a p ita lis t W ar

VOTE FOR:
Socia list P len ty  
Socia list P rospe rity  
Socia lis t Peace 
Vote fo r

DOBBS & SIMPSON!

French Trotskyists Defy DeGaulle
Despite a ll a ttem p ts  o f the de Gaulle governm ent to suppress 

the T ro ts k y is t movement, our French comrades are con tinu ing  to 
publish La V e rite  reg u la rly .

The M il ita n t  on June 23 reported th a t “ co n firm a tio n  has been 
received o f widespread arrests o f members o f the P a rti Com m uniste 
In te rn a tio n a lis te  ( In te rn a tio n a lis t Com m unist P a rty )  o f France, and 
the suppression o f its  organ, La V e rite .”  Censorship s t i l l  ve ils the 
details, bu t a le tte r  fro m  P aris  warns o f the danger th a t the S ta lin ­
ists m ay succeed, under the auspices o f the de Gaulle governm ent, 
in  s tag ing  a fram e-up  t r ia l  o f the notorious Moscow type  in  w h ich 
the a tte m p t w i l l  be made to lin k  the T ro tsky is ts  w ith  the Nazis.

A  recent rad io re p o rt fro m  P aris  by the U n ited  Press, reveals 
a cu rre n t a tte m p t to lin k  up the T ro ts k y is ts  w ith  the Nazis. “ A n t i-  
Com m unist and a n ti-S em itic  newspapers have begun clandestine 
publication in  P a ris ,”  begins the dispatch w h ich  appeared in  the 
Reading, Pennsylvania Eagle, A ug us t 6. I t  concludes: “ The on ly  
publication to appear re g u la r ly  is La V erite , a T ro ts k y is t newspaper 
which was a recognized underground paper d u rin g  the occupation. 
M ost resistance papers were given perm ission to  reappear openly 
a fte r  the libe ra tion , bu t the governm ent banned th a t o f the T ro t­
sky is ts ."

La V e rite  (T ru th )  was the f ir s t  underground pub lica tion  to ap­
pear against the N az i conquerors o f France. I t  is the on ly paper 
in  France today which o ffe rs  a program  capable o f p ro v id ing  an 
end (o m isery and hunger— the program  o f in te rn a tio n a l socialism . 
I t  is  fo r  th a t reason th a t F rench cap ita lism , aided by S ta lin ism , is 
centering its  a ttacks upon the T ro ts k y is t movement.

The continued pub lica tion  o f La V e rite  despite a ll th rea ts  and 
suppression, however, dem onstrates the s treng th  and de term ina­
tion  o f T ro tsky ism . U nder te rr ib le  handicaps and surm oun ting  tre m ­
endous obstacles in  ob ta in ing  paper and supplies, our comrades are 
reaching the French w orkers.

Grace Carlson Notes SW P Growth In  Seattle Area
By Grace Carlson

S E A T T L E , Wash., A ug . 18 — 
When I was on tou r in 1941, I 
ta lked at the f irs t  public m eeting 
held by the new Seattle branch 
o f the Socialist W orkers P arty . 
There were on ly 12 o r 14 people 
at the m eeting. W hat a contrast 
to the fine b ig  m eeting held in 
the New W ashington H ote l on 
A ugust 15. There were s ix  tim es 
as m any people a t th is  m eeting 
as the re  were in  1941 and th a t ’s 
a good record o f g ro w th  fo r  a 
fou r-ye a r pe riod .

B u t the record w il l  be much 
be tte r than  th a t in  the com ing 
m onths. The Seattle branch is 
do ing considerable re c ru it in g  o f 
new members among the a irc ra f t  
and sh ipyard w orkers  in  th is  
area— w orkers who are a lready 
unemployed o r who face unem ­
ploym ent in  the near fu tu re .

D ISCU SSIO N GROUP

Much o f the re c ru it in g  is done 
as a resu lt o f the contacts made 
in the yards and the shops bu t 
new members are also being 
b ro ug h t in th rou gh  a M il ita n t 
Readers’ Discussion G roup. T h is  
is an in te r-ra c ia l g roup which

meets in  the home o f a friend  
in the  Negro housing pro ject 
here. I attended a m eeting o f 
th is  group on A ugust 16. I  had 
intended ju s t to s it  and lis ten 
because I have been doing p len ty  
o f ta lk in g  the past couple o f 
m onths. B u t there was a S ta lin ­
is t the re  who supported Trum an 
and the so-called progressive 
Democrats and the debate w ith  
h im  grew  so liv e ly  th a t I found 
m yse lf ta k in g  a very  active pa rt!

K E L L Y  P O S TA L

P ortland is a ve ry  new branch 
and Tacoma doesn’t  even have 
a re g u la r branch established as 
yet, b u t good meetings were held 
in both o f these centers. I was 
te llin g  the P ortland  and Tacoma 
comrades o f the rem arkable 
g row th  o f the Seattle branch 
since my las t v is it  to the N o rth ­
west and I  predicted even more 
rap id g row th  fo r  th e ir  branches.

I  saw K e lly  Postal w h ile  1 was 
in P o rtla nd— the f irs t  tim e  since 
June, 1943 when he was sent to 
M innesota State prison in  S t i l l­
w a te r. K e lly  was convicted on 
a fram e-up  charge o f embezzle­
ment because as the Secretary- 
T reasurer o f Local 544-010 he

trans fe rre d  the union funds fro m  
the A F L  to  C IO . A F L  Team ­
s te rs ’ P resident Dan Tobin in ­
spired the fram e-up  aga inst K e lly  
ju s t  as he did aga ins t the  18 in 
the M inneapo lis  Labo r Case.

K e lly  was released on parole 
a fte r  a year in S tillw a te r and is 
s t i l l  l iv in g  under severe parole 
re s tr ic tio n s . He shows the effects 
o f the s tra in  o f p rison life , the 
tragedy o f h is w ife ’s death and 
the re s tr ic tio n s  under w h ich he 
lives. He is ve ry  much th in n e r 
and looks ve ry  t ire d  and worn 
bu t he has a good s p ir it .  K e lly  
was never a w h ine r!

The name o f K e lly  Postal w il l 
a lways have a h igh place on our 
l is t  o f class w a r prisoners!

Carlson Speaks to 
Tacoma Audience

T A C O M A , Wash., A ug . 17 —  
In  the th ird  public m eeting held 
by the S. W . I \  branch in  Tacoma, 
Comrade Grace Carlson spoke to 
35 w orkers on “ Women in  P ris ­
on.”  E nthus iastic  new friends  o f 
the T ro ts k y is t movement asked 
questions from  the floo r, and con­
tribu te d  $30 to the w o rk  o f the 
pa rty .

A  reso lu tion  dem anding uncon­
d ition a l pardon fo r  W illia m  P a t­
terson, Pennsylvania m iner im ­
prisoned under the Sm ith-Con- 
na lly  a n ti-s tr ik e  law . was sent 
t.o President T rum an. The meet­
ing  closed w ith  the. s ing ing  of 
“ S o lid a rity  F oreve r”  and “ The 
In te rna tiona le .”

Portland Meeting 
On "V-J Day"

By C. M . HESSER

P O R T LA N D , Ore., A ug . 16 — 
The P ortland branch o f the So­
c ia lis t W orkers P a rty  held its  
f irs t m eeting on A ug ust 14 —  
“ V -J Day.”  N ine frien ds  and 
comrades braved the tu rb u le n t 
crowds to hear Grace Carlson 
speak on “ Women in  P rison.”  
Comrade Carlson had to  raise her 
voice m any tim es to be heard 
over the noise o f fire-crackers, 
horns, and the w ild  cheering o f 
crowds in  the street.

T h is  is on ly  the f irs t  o f many 
fo rum s th a t are being planned 
fo r  Portland . A l l  fo rum s and 
m eetings w il l  be announced in 
The M ilita n t.

Good Turn-out 
At Seattle Meeting

S E A T T L E , Wash., Aug. 16 —  
Grace Carlson last n igh t spoke to 
75 workers, members and friends 
of the Socia list W orkers P arty , 
on “ Women in  P rison.”  A f te r  
the lecture, at the New W ashing­
ton Hote l, questions were asked 
on the B r it is h  Labor P a rty  v ic ­
to ry  and the SW P program  in 
Am erica. The audience c o n trib u t­
ed $40 to the collection, bought 
about $5 w o rth  o f lite ra tu re , and 
12 new friends signed in terest 
cards.

A  reso lu tion, presented by C. 
T a ilo r, ca llin g  upon President 
T rum an to g ra n t unconditiona l 
pardon to W illia m  Patterson, f irs t 
w o rke r im prisoned under the 
S m ith  - Connally A c t, was pass­
ed unanim ously. Correspondents 
from  the Negro press and a la ­
bor paper were present.

The evening concluded w ith  a 
social a t the Seattle SW P head­
quarters, 1919Vi Second Ave. To­
day reporte rs  fro m  the S ta r and 
Post In te lligence r, tw o  o f  the 
c ity ’s da ilies, in te rv iew ed Com­
rade Carlson a t a press con fe r­
ence.
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In  curlier installments of bis book, Comrade Cannon de-

The History Of American Trotskyism
M A IN  TASK OF COMMUNIST LEFT OPPOSITION  

W AS PROPAGANDA RATHER THAN A G ITA TIO N
By James P. Cannon

scribed the emergence of the American Communist Party out of 
the left wing of the Socialist Party, in 1919. Pactional struggles 
between the proletarian and the petty-bourgeois elements within 
the party began in 1921, culminating in the expulsion of the pro­
letarian left wing for "Trotskyism,'’ October 21, 1928. Slandered, 
ostracised, and physically attacked by the Stalinists, the handful 
of American trotskyists began to propagandise and win over 
individual members of the Communist Party. They won new 
sympathisers who were revolted by the Stalinist methods. T'irst 
contact with Leon Trotsky was established in the spring of 1929, 
and the platform of the Left Opposition published in The M ili­
tant. At the first national conference of American Trotskyists, 
in May, 1929, the decision was made to continue political activ­
ity as a faction of the Communist Party, despite the October 
expulsion. This is the fourteenth installment of Cannon s book.

*  *  *

The problem was to understand the actual s itua tion , the stage 
o f development a t the moment. O f course, you have to find a road 
to the masses in  order to  create a p a rty  th a t can lead a revo lu tion. 
B u t the road to the masses leads th rough  the vanguard and not over 
its  head. T h a t was not understood by some people. They though t 
they could by-pass the Com m unistic w orkers, ju m p  r ig h t  in to  the 
m ids t o f the mass movement and f in d  there the best candidates fo r  
the m ost advanced, the m ost the o re tica lly  developed group in  the 
w o rld , th a t is, the L e ft  O pposition which was the vanguard o f the 
vanguard. T h is  conception was erroneous, the product o f im patience 
and the fa ilu re  to th in k  th in g s  out. Instead o f th a t, we set as our 
m ain task propaganda, not ag ita tio n .

We said: O ur task f irs t  is to make the princ ip les o f the L e ft 
O pposition known to the vanguard. Let us not delude ourselves w ith  
the idea we can go to the great unschooled mass now. We must firs t 
get what is obtainable from  Ib is  vanguard group, consisting o f sonic 
tens o f thousands o f Com m unist P a rty  members and sym path izers, 
and c rys ta llize  out o f them a su ffic ie n t cadre e ither to  re fo rm  the 
p a rty , or, i f  a fte r  a serious e ffo r t tha t fa ils  in the end— and only 
when the fa ilu re  is conclusively dem onstrated— to  bu ild  a new one 
w ith  the forces recru ited  in  the endeavor. O nly in  th is  way is it  pos­
sib le fo r  us to reconstitu te  the p a rty  in  the real sense o f the word.

A t  th a t tim e  there appeared on the horizon a f ig u re  who is 
also qierhaps strange to m any o f you, bu t who in those days made 
an a w fu l lo t o f noise. A lb e r t  W eisbord had been a member o f the 
CP and go t h im se lf expelled along about 1929 fo r  c ritic ism , o r fo r  
one reason o r another— i t  was never qu ite  clear. A f te r  his expulsion 
W eisbord decided to do some s tudy ing . I t  fre q u e n tly  happens, you 
know, th a t a fte r  people get a bad 'b low  they begin to wonder about 
the cause o f it. W eisbord soon emerged fro m  h is studies to  an­
nounce h im se lf as a T ro ts k y is t;  no t 50 percent T ro ts k y is t as we 
were, bu t as a real genuine 100 percent T ro ts k y is t whose m ission in 
l i fe  was to  set us s tra ig h t.

H is  reve la tion was: The T ro tsky is ts  m ust not be a propaganda 
circ le , bu t go d ire c tly  in to  “ mass w o rk .”  That, conception had to 
lead h im  lo g ica lly  to the proposal o f fo rm in g  a new p a rty , bu t he 
couldn’t  do th a t very  conven iently because he d idn ’t  have any m em ­
bers. He had to  app ly  the ta c tic  o f go ing f i r s t  to the vanguard—  
on us. W ith  a few  o f his personal frien ds  and others he began an 
energetic campaign o f “ bo ring  from  w ith in ”  and ham m ering from  
w ith o u t th is  l i t t le  group o f 25 o r 30 people whom we had by th a t 
tim e  organized in New Y o rk  C ity . W h ile  we were p roc la im ing  the 
necessity o f p ropagandiz ing the members and sym path isers o f the

C om m unist P a rty  as a lin k  to the mass movement, W eisbord, p ro ­
c la im in g  a program  o f mass a c tiv ity , directed 99 percent o f h is 
mass a c t iv ity  no t a t the masses, and no t even a t the  Com m unist 
P a rty , bu t a t our l i t t le  T ro ts k y is t group. He disagreed w ith  us on 
eve ry th ing  and denounced us as fa lse  representatives o f T ro ts k y ­
ism. When we said, yes, he said, yes pos itive ly . W hen we said 75, 
he raised the bid. When we said, “ Com m unist League o f A m erica ,”  
he called his group the “ Com m unist League o f S tru g g le ”  to make 
i t  s tronger. The heart and core o f the f ig h t  w ith  W eisbord was th is  
question o f the na ture  o f-o u r ac tiv itie s . He was im p a tie n t to jum p 
in to  mass w o rk  over the head o f the Com m unist P a rty . We rejected 
his program  and he denounced us in one th ick  m im eographed b u l­
le tin  a fte r  another.

Some o f you m ay perhaps have the am b ition to  become h is to r­
ians o f the movement, o r a t least students o f the h is to ry  o f the 
movement. I f  so, these in fo rm a l lectures o f mine can serve as guide- 
posts fo r  a fu r th e r  study o f the m ost im p o rta n t questions and 
tu rn in g  po ints. There is no lack o f lite ra tu re . I f  you d ig  fo r  it ,  you 
w ill f in d  lite ra lly  bales o f m im eographed bu lle tins  devoted to c r i t i ­
cism and denunciation o f onr movement— and especially o f me, fo r  
some reason. T ha t so rt o f th in g  has happened so often  th a t I  long 
ago learned to accept i t  as m a tte r o f course. W henever anybody 
goes crazy in  our movement lie begins to denounce me a t the to? 
o f his voice, e n tire ly  aside from  provocation o f any so rt on m y part. 
So W eisbord denounced us, p a rtic u la r ly  me, bu t we fo u g h t i t  out. 
We stuck to ou r course.

There were im p a tie n t people in our ranks who though t that. 
W eisbord’s p rescrip tion  m ig h t he w o rth  try in g , a w ay fo r  a poor 
l i t t le  group to ge t r ic h  quick. I t  is ve ry  easy fo r  isolated people, 
gathered toge ther in a sm all room , to ta lk  themselves in to  the m ost 
rad ica l proposals unless they re ta in  a sense o f p ropo rtion , o f san ity  
and rea lism . Some o f our comrades, disappointed a t our slow  g row th , 
were lured by th is  idea th a t we needed o n ly  a program  o f mass 
w o rk  in order to  go ou t and ge t the masses. This sen tim ent g rew  to  
such an exten t th a t W eisbord created a l i t t le  fac tion  inside our o r­
ganization . We were obliged to declare an open m eeting fo r  dis­
cussion. We adm itted  W eisbord, who wasn’t  a fo rm a l member, and 
gave him  the r ig h t  to the flo o r. We debated the question ham m er 
and tongs. E ven tua lly  we isolated W eisbord. He never enrolled more 
than 13 members in his group in New Y o rk . T h is  l i t t le  group w ent 
th rough  a series o f expulsions and sp lits  and even tua lly  disappear­
ed fro m  the scene.

We consumed an enormous amount o f tim e and energy debating 
and f ig h t in g  out th is  question. And not on ly w ith  Weisbord. In 
those days we were con tinua lly  pestered by im pa tien t people in our 
ranks. The d iff ic u lt ie s  o f the tim e pressed heavily  upon us. Week 
a fte r  week and month a fte r  m onth we appeared to be ga in ing  hard ly  
an inch. D iscouragem ent set in, and w ith  it the demand fo r  some 
scheme to  grow  faste r, some m agic fo rm u la . We fo u g h t i t  down, 
ta lked i t  down, and held our group on the r ig h t  line, kep t its  face 
turned to the  one possible source o f healthy g ro w th : the ranks o f

the Com m unist w orkers who s t i l l  remained under the in fluence of 
the Com m unist P a rty .

T ile  S ta lin is t “ le f t  tu rn ”  piled up new d iff ic u lt ie s  fo r  us. Th is 
tu rn  was in p a rt designed by S ta lin  to cu t the ground fro m  under 
the fee t o f the L e ft  O pposition; i t  made the S ta lin is ts  appear more 
rad ica l even than the L e ft  O pposition o f T ro tsky . They th re w  the 
Lovestoneites out o f the p a rty  as “ r ig h t  w ingers,”  turned the p a rty  
leadership over to Foster and Company and procla im ed a le f t  po licy. 
By th is  m aneuver they dealt us a devasta ting  blow. Those dis­
g run tled  elements in the pa rty , who had been inclined tow ard  us 
and who had opposed the opportunism  o f the Lovestonc group, be­
came reconciled to the p a rty . They used to say to  us: “ You sec, 
you were w rong. S ta lin  is co rre c ting  eve ry th ing . He is ta k in g  a 
rad ica l position a ll a long the line in Russia, A m erica  and every­
where else.”  In Russia the S ta lin  bureaucracy declared w a r on the 
kulaks. A ll over the w orld  the ground was being cu t fro m  under 
the fee t o f the L e ft  O pposition. A  whole series o f cap itu la tions  took 
place i» Russia. Radek and others gave up the f ig h t  on the excuse 
th a t S ta lin  had adopted the po licy  o f the Opposition. There were,
I would say, perhaps hundreds o f Com m unist P a rty  members, who 
had been lean ing tow ards us, who gained the same im pression and 
returned to S ta lin ism  in the period o f the u ltra - le f t  sw ing.

Those were the real dog days o f the L e ft Opposition. We had 
gone through the f i r s t  six months w ith  ra th e r steady progress and 
form ed our na tiona l organ ization at the conference wi t h high hopes. 
Then re c ru itm e n t from  the p a rty  membership suddenly stopped. 
A f te r  the expulsion o f the Lovestoneites, a wave o f illus ion  swept 
th rough the Com m unist P a rty . Reconcilia tion w ith  S ta lin ism  be­
came the order o f the day. We were stym ied. And then began the 
big noise o f the f i r s t  F ive  Year Plan. The Com m unist P a rty  mem­
bers were fire d  w ith  enthusiasm by the F ive Year Plan which the 
L e f t  O pposition had o rig ina ted and demanded. The panic in the 
United States, the “ depression,”  caused a geat wave o f d is illu s io n ­
ment w ith  cap ita lism . The Com m unist P a rty  in tha t s itua tion  ap­
peared to  he the m ost rad ica l and revo lu tiona ry  force in the coun­
try . The p a rty  began to g row  and swell its  ranks and to a ttra c t 
sym path izers in droves.

We, w ith  our c ritic ism s  and theore tica l exp lanations, appeared 
in t lie  eyes o f a ll as a group o f im possib ilis ts , h a ir-s p litte rs , nag­
gers. We were go ing  around t r y in g  to make people understand th a t 
the theory  o f socialism  in one cou n try  is fa ta l fo r  a revo lu tiona ry  
movem ent in the end; th a t we m ust c lear up th is  question o f theory  
a t a ll costs. Enam ored w ith  the  f i r s t  successes o f the F ive  Year 
Plan, they used to  look a t us and say, “ These people are crazy, they 
don’t  live  in  th is  w o rld .”  A t  a tim e  when tens and hundreds o f  thou­
sands o f new elements were beg inn ing to look tow ard  the Soviet 
U nion, go ing fo rw a rd  w ith  the F ive  Year Plan, w h ile  cap ita lism  
appeared to he go ing up the spout; here were these T ro tsky is ts , w ith  
th e ir  documents under th e ir  arm s, dem anding th a t you read books, 
study, discuss, and so on. Nobody wanted to  lis ten  to  us.

In  those dog days o f the movement we were shut o f f  fro m  a ll 
contact. We had no friends, no sym path izers, no pe riphe ry  around

ou r movement. We had no chance w hateve r to pa rtic ip a te  in  the 
mass movement. W henever we tr ie d  to ge t in to  a w orkers  organ iz- 
a tion we w ould be expelled as cou n te r-re vo lu tion a ry  T ro tsky is ts , 
We tr ie d  to send delegates to the unemployed meetings. O ur creden­
tia ls  would be rejected on the ground th a t we were enemies o f the  
w o rk in g  class. We were u tte r ly  isolated, forced i l l  upon ourselves. 
O ur rec ru itm en t dropped to a lm ost no th ing. The C om m unist P a rty  
and its  vast pe riphery  seemed to he he rm e tica lly  sealed aga inst us.

Then, as is a lw ays the case w ith  new po litica l movements, we 
began to re c ru it  fro m  sources none too healthy. I f  you are ever re ­
duced again to a sm all hand fu l, as w e ll the M arx is ts  m ay be in  the 
m uta tions o f the class s trugg le ; i f  thing's go badly once m ore and 
you have to begin over again, then I can te ll you in advance some 
o f the headaches you are go ing to have. E very new m ovem ent a t ­
trac ts  ce rta in  elements which m ig h t p rope rly  be called the lu na tic  
fr in g e . F reaks a lw ays look ing  fo r  the most extrem e expression o f 
rad ica lism , m is fits , w indbags, chronic opposition is ts  who had been 
th row n ou t o f h a lf a dozen o rgan iza tions— such people began to  come 
to us in our iso la tion, shouting, “ Hello, Comrades.”  I  was always 
against a d m ittin g  such people, but the tide  was too strong . I  waged 
a b it te r  f ig h t  in the New Y o rk  branch o f the C om m unist League 
aga inst a d m ittin g  a m ail to membership on the sole ground o f his 
appearance and dress.

They asked, “ W hat have you aga inst h im ? ”

I said, “ He wears a corduroy su it up and down Greenwich V i l ­
lage, w ith  a tr ic k  mustache and long ha ir. There is som eth ing w rong  
w ith  th is  gu y .”

I wasn’t  m aking a joke, e ither. I said, people o f th is  type are 
not going to be suitab le  fo r  approaching the o rd ina ry  A m erican 
w orker. They are go ing to m ark our o rgan iza tion  as som eth ing 
freak ish , abnorm al, exo tic ; som eth ing tha t has no th ing to  do w ith  
the norm al l i fe  o f the Am erican worker. 1 was dead r ig h t  in gen­
eral, and in th is  mentioned case in pa rticu la r. O ur co rd u ro y-su it lad, 
a fte r  m aking a ll kinds o f troub le  in the o rgan iza tion , even tua lly  be­
came an O ehlerite .

M any people came to us who had revo lted aga inst the Com­
m un is t P a rty  no t fo r  its  bad sides bu t fo r  its  good sides; th a t is, the  
d iscip line o f the pa rty , the subord ination o f the in d iv id u a l to  the  
decisions o f the p a rty  in cu rre n t w ork. A lo t o f d ile tta n tis h  p e tty -  
bourgeois m inded people who couldn’t  stand any k ind  o f d isc ip line, 
who had c ith e r le f t  the CP or been expelled from  it ,  wanted, o r 
ra th e r tho ugh t they wanted to become T ro tsky is ts . Some o f them  
jo ined the New Y o rk  branch and brought w ith  them  th a t same 
prejudice aga inst d iscip line in ou r o rgan iza tion . M any o f the new­
comers made a fe tish  o f democracy. They were repelled so much 
by the bureaucratism  o f the C om m unist P a rty  th a t th e y  desired an 
organ iza tion  w ith o u t any a u th o rity  o r d iscip line o r cen tra liza tion  
whatever.

A ll the people o f th is  type have one common cha rac te ris tic : 
they like  to discuss th in gs  w ith ou t lim it  or end. The New Y o rk  
branch o f the T ro ts k y is t movement in those days was ju s t one con tin ­
uous stew o f discussion. I have never seen one o f these elements 
who isn’ t a rticu la te . 1 have looked fo r  one but I have never found 
him . They can a ll ta lk ;  and not on ly can, but w i l l ;  and eve rla s ting ­
ly , on every question. They were iconoclasts who would accept no th ­
ing as a u th o rita tive , no th ing as decided in the h is to ry  o f the move­
ment. E ve ry th in g  and everybody had to be proved over again from  
scratch.

(To  be continued)
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PEACE
By K . F. Zisha

WIN AN ORIGINAL
LAURA GRAY CARTOON!

Have you been following the trials and tribulations of 
the "poor rich” family in Laura Gray’s feature cartoons on 
Page 8 of The M ilitan t? I f  you have, you most likely have 
your own pet name for this family. The M ilitan t is con­
ducting a contest to find the most appropriate descriptive 
name for them.

Three o rig in a ls  o f these fea tu re  cartoons, personally in ­
scribed to  the w inners by the cartoon ist, w i l l  be awarded fo r  
the three best names subm itted. F ir s t  choice o f the  o rig in a ls  
w i l l  go to  the firs t-p la ce  w in n e r; second choice to  the second- 
place w inne r; th ird  choice to  the th ird -p lace  w inne r. In  case o f 
ties, a ll who subm it w inn ing  names w i l l  receive an o r ig in a l 
fea tu re  cartoon, by Gray.

All readers of The M ilitant are eligible for the contest 
and there is no lim it on the number of suggested names a 
contestant may enter. Just send in your entries, clearly 
written on a sheet of paper, together with your full name 
and address.

All entries must reach The M ilitant office, 116 Uni­
versity Place, New York 3, N. Y. by August 31. Editors 
of The Militant, will judge the contest and decide the win- 
ning entries. Their decision will be final.

We s tr iv e  so earnestly fo r  peace,
We even ren t it  on lend-Iease.
Peace is a sweet and vag ran t 

v ision,
A  state o f m ind, and no decision
O f e ithe r the b ig  fo u r or five
Can keep the fra g ile  th in g  alive.
W hat are the dreams o f l i t t le  

men
T ha t wars shall never be again?
That any fu tu re  d ispu ta tions
Be settled peaceably by nations?
But. dreams are not the s tu f f  

th a t quells
The ro tte n  deals o f w orld  

carte ls.
To k i l l  is  not a m o rta l sin,
I f  i t  w i l l  ga in a hoard o f t in .
To stab your ne ighbor in  the 

back,
W hile  he’s not looking, shows no 

lack
O f m ora l values. I t  shows 

s treng th

Detects Fear in 
Hoover's Speech
E d ito r:

F o rm er p r e s i d e n t  H erbe rt 
Hoover made a speech, A u g . 12 
in  B ixb y  P ark , Long  Beach, 
C a lif . ,  in  w h ich  he stated th a t 
“ A m erica  is the la s t c itadel o f 
fre e  enterprise, and i t  m ust be 
a b u lw a rk  aga inst communism or 
creeping socialism  sweeping- the 
w o r ld . ”  In  his speech one detects 
a fea r o f the doom of cap ita lism . 
To quote h im  fu r th e r , “ They are 
beg inn ing  in  A s ia . The causes lie  
deep in  the holocaust o f m isery 
fro m  the w a r, fro m  power

Carlson Meeting 
In San Francisco

S A N  FRANC ISC O , Aug. 1 1 -  
Grace Carlson, on ly  woman among 
the 18 T ro tsky is ts  im prisoned in 
the fam ous M inneapolis Labor 
Case, spoke on “ Women in  P r is ­
on”  to  an in te n t audience o f 75 
w orkers in  the D ru ids Temple 
here yesterday, the day the Jap­
anese surrender o ffe r  was an­
nounced, and pointed to the fac t 
that. U . S. prison au tho ritie s  are 
go ing ahead w ith  th e ir “ postwar 
plans.”

“ I t  is  s ig n ifica n t,”  she said, 
“ tha t, in  w a r tim e  when m illio ns  
o f w o rkers  are em ployed in the 
production o f w a r m ate ria ls  to 
k i l l  and m aim  m illio ns  o f w orkers 
o f o the r countries, the prison 
popu la tion  declines. B u t when 
’peace’ is  achieved, b r in g in g  w ith  
i t  mass unom plovm enti the p r is ­
ons once again do a th r iv in g  bus­
iness. T h is  proves again th a t the 
m a jo r cause o f ‘c rim e’ is pove rty .”

“ D E L IN Q U E N T ”  G IR LS
The audience fo llow ed closely 

her descrip tions o f the women 
she m et, the m a io r itv  o f them  
g ir ls  o f 15 to 10 years o f age, 
who were placed behind bars fo r  
com m ittin g  offenses aga inst the 
ca p ita lis t laws p ro te c ting  p riva te  
p rope rtv . “ O nlv under a socia lis t 
society,”  Grace Carlson said, “ th a t 
w i l l  provide p le n ty  fo r  a ll, th a t 
w i l l  e lim ina te  the d r iv in g  econ­
omic pressure upon the m ost op­
pressed sections o f the  w o rk in g  
class, w i l l  these in s titu tio n s  o f 
u n iu s t punishm ent disappear. 
Those re la tiv e ly  fe w  anti-socia l 
ind iv idua ls  who com m it crimes 
because o f psychopathic disorders 
should be treated in  hospita ls 
and no t in  prisons.”

W A R  V E T  SPEAKS
M aurice W atk ins , young Negro 

w a r veteran, spoke on the back­
ground o f the M inneapo lis t r ia l 
in  which Grace Carlson and the 
17 o ther T ro ts k y is t leaders were 
convicted u fider the Sm ith  “ Gag”  
A c t. “ The T ro tsky is ts  to ld  the 
w orkers  they had no th in g  to  ga in 
fro m  the im p e ria lis t w a r and fo r  
th is  the y  were im prisoned. But 
w ha t do we see ? A f te r  s ix  years 
o f co n flic t a t the cost o f more 
than  one t r i l l io n  do lla rs  and m il­
lions o f lives, the w orkers again 
face increasing unemployment, and 
race pre judice. The Socia list 
W orkers  P a rty  to ld  the t ru th ;  
W a ll S tree t lied .”

Bob Chester, local SW P o rgan­
izer, as chairm an o f the m eeting 
described the T ro ts k y is t program  
and urged a ll w orkers to  jo in  
the Socia list W orkers P a rty  in 
the s trugg le  “ to secure a decent 
fu tu re  fo r  ourseives and ou r c h il­
dren.”

The m eeting  adopted reso lu­
tions dem anding the pardon o f 
W ill ia m  Patterson, Pennsylvania 
m ine r convicted under the Sm ith- 
Connally a n ti-s tr ik e  law , and in 
support o f the 150,000 N ige rian  
w orkers  on s tr ik e  fo r  a m in im um  
wage o f 60 cents p e r/ day. A  
collection o f $67 was con tribu ted 
to  fu r th e r  the w ork  o f the SWP.

To gain your po in t —  a t any 
leng th .

Oh, l i t t le  men, you’d best keep 
m um ;

W hat’s peace against a lum inum ?
W hat i f  men die, and women 

blubber,
I f - some la rge  power corners 

rubber?
W hy not b lot out some peaceful 

nation.
I f  it  w ill aid in  exp lo ita tion?
The Prince o f Peace died on a 

cross,
H is sacrifice a to ta l loss;
And dip lom ats, well-steeped in 

o il,
W ill trade the  w o rld ’s blood­

stained soil.
They’ l l  trade w ith  it  ou r lib e rty
And set the stage fo r  W orld  

W ar Three.
•

Reprin ted from  “ Diesel W orker,”  
Local 207, U A W -C IO .)

po litics , fro m  the im pulse fo r  
any change fro m  the b it te r  years 
w h ich have passed and fro m  the 
years o f propaganda o f a new 
u to p ia .”

W h a t does Hoover propose fo r  
the colon ia l masses o f A s ia  and 
the to ile rs  o f the re s t o f the 
w o rld?  N o th in g  bu t the con tinua­
tion  o f the c a p ita lis t system, its  
destruction  o f economy, its  wars, 
f a s c i s m ,  unem ploym ent. He 
preaches the same mumbo- 
jum bo : free  enterprise, free  
speech, free  assembly, free press, 
free  men. He decries the spread 
o f the “ co llec tiv is t s p i r  i t ”  
th rou gh ou t the w o r ld . He ends—  
“ You and I  m ust no t be m arked 
as the generation who surrendered 
the heritage o f A m e ric a .”  W hat 
he ritage  is he speaking about? 
He is no t speaking about the 
w o rk ing  people who b u ilt  th is  in ­
du s tria l m achine. H e rb e rt Hoover 
is concerned about the w e lfa re  
o f A m erica ’s 60 Fam ilies.

I f  he is so w o rried  about free 
speech, free  press, free  assembly, 
w hy does he no t demand th a t the 
B r it is h  C ap ita lis t class g ra n t 
these to  Ind ia  ? W hy does he not 
demand these be granted to 
P uerto  Rico o r the P h ilipp ines?

A ll m il ita n t  w orkers  should 
take renewed courage fro m  th is  
ca p ita lis t fe a r o f doom and fig h t 
harder fo r  socia lism .

I I.  T.
Los Angeles

Excess Profits "Tax"
E d ito r ;

I  th in k  th a t the less publicized 
provis ions o f the excess p ro fits

C L E V E L A N D  —  Open meetings 
are held a t Pecks H a ll, 1446 E. 
82nd St. ( o f f  W ade P a rk  N .) 
on F r id a y  evenings, 8:30 p. m.

•
LOS A N G E L E S — Socia lis t You th  

Forum , Thursday, A u g u s t 30, 
a t 8:30 p. m. T op ic : “ W hat Is 
the S ignificance o f the B r it is h  
E le c tion s? ”  Speaker: M . F e ld ­
man. Free adm ission; ques­
t io n  and discussion period. 
SW P headquarters, 232 S. H i l l  
St., Rooms 200-204.
O b t a i n  The M ilita n t and 
F ou rth  In te rn a tio n a l and other 
M a rx is t books and pam phlets 
as w e ll as in fo rm a tio n  about 
the SWP a t the fo llo w in g  p la ­
ces in  the  Los Angeles area: 
LOS A N G E L E S , Socia lis t 
W orkers P a rty , Rooms, 200-05, 
232 S. H i l l  St. S A N  PEDRO, 
Socia list W orkers P a rty , 1008 
S. Pacific, Room 214. F o r ad­
d itio n a l in fo rm a tio n  phone 
VA-7936.

Make y o u r rese rvation  now 
fo r  the W E S T CO AST V A C A ­
T IO N  SCHOOL. S itua ted a t 
the W orkm en’s C irc le  Camp in  
Carbon Canyon, San B e rn a r­
dino County, i t  is  tw o  m iles 
fro m  Lav ida  H o t S prings and 
32 m iles fro m  Los Angeles.

F o r reservations and fu r th e r  
in fo rm a tio n  w r ite  to  Janice 
M a rt in , D irec to r, W est Coast 
Vacation School, 232 S. H i l l  St., 
Room 205, Los Angeles, C a lif. 

M IL W A U K E E  —  V is it  the M il­
waukee branch o f the SW P at 
its  headquarters, 926 P lanking- 
ton Ave., Room 21, any evening 
between 7 and 9:30 p. m.

•
M IN N E A P O L IS  —  H ear Grace 

Carlson speak on “ W omen in  
P rison ,”  Sunday, September 9, 
a t 7:30 p. m. Socia list W orkers  
P a rty  headquarters, 10 So. 4 St. 

•
N E W A R K  —  Lectures are held 

every F r id a y  a t the Progressive 
W orke rs ’ School, 423 S pring -

ta x  law  cons titu te  one o f the 
greatest dangers to the postw ar 
labo r m ovem ent. In  add ition  to 
be ing guaranteed a re fund o f 10 
percent o f a ll excess p ro fits  taxes 
paid, the corpora tions h a v e  
leg is la ted added benefits f o r  them ­
selves. I f ,  d u rin g  the five years 
fo llo w in g  the w ar, th e ir  p ro fits  
fa l l  below th e ir  p re w a r average, 
o r i f  losses are incurred, the gov­
ernm ent agrees to  re fund  addi­
tion a l excess p ro fits  taxes to  cover 
the d e fic it. I f  the corpora tion 
lost money before the w a r, a 
“ no rm a l”  p ro fit  is computed and 
guaranteed; thereby assuring 
pos tw ar success fo r  even bank­
ru p t o r inso lven t ven tures.

The jo k e r in the s itu a tio n  is 
th a t corpora tions do no t have to 
produce o r em ploy labo r in order 
to q u a lify  fo r  benefits. Con­
sequently, they  have the green 
lig h t  fo r  a labo r-b a iting , un ion- 
bus ting  cam paign th a t could las t 
five year’s —  w ith  f u l l  p ro fits  
assured even though the en tire  
tim e  was consumed in lock-outs 
o r in  re s is tin g  s trikes .

A s  p ra c tic a lly  a ll o f the super­
corpora tions enjoyed fabulous 
p ro fits  d u rin g  the War (a fte r  pay­
ment o f a ll taxes) and the 
astronom ical p ro fits  before taxes 
fu rn ished  a huge fund  o f re tu rn ­
able excess p ro fits  taxes, labor 
cannot expect to ho ld its  position 
or m ake new ga ins w ith  prew ar 
m ethods. No union “ w a r chest”  
could hope to compete w ith  the 
U . S. T reasu ry . P o litica l action 
by labo r and fo r  labo r m ust 
be employed to  s te rilize  th is  
tremendous weapon now held by 
the ow ning class.

G ilb e rt Nelson
M inneapolis

Truman's Appointees
E d ito r:

In  the days ju s t preceding the 
days o f F E R A  (Federa l E m e r­
gency R e lie f A d m in is tra tio n ), 
W P A  (W orks  P ro jec t A dm in is ­
tra t io n )  and o the r p rogram s o f 
the governm ent to  serve the 
purpose o f a lle v ia tin g  the s u f­
fe r in g  o f h u ng ry  Am ericans, the 
occupant o f the W h ite  House was 
one H e rb e rt H oover.

“ H erb ie ,”  who coined the 
phrase “ p ro sp e rity  is ju s t  around 
the corner,”  w ould no t understand 
th a t ju s t  around the corner was 
not p ro spe rity  b u t revo lu tion . 
W hen conditions th a t  were m aking 
fo r  revo lu tion  were g e ttin g  to 
th e ir  w o rs t the re  was. a p res i­
den tia l election and “ H erb ie ”  was 
lived. The new occupant o f the 
W h ite  House, rea lized th a t in 
o rder to  keep down revo lu tion  
d ra s tic  measures were im pera ­
tive , so the a lphabetica l program s 
were inaugura ted, no t w ith o u t

fie ld  Ave., a t 8:30 p. m.
F rida y , A ug . 31: “ W ha t N e x t 

fo r  A m erican W orke rs? ”
Sunday, Sept. 2: P icn ic a t 

Rahway P ark . M eet a t 9:30 
a .m . a t E lizabeth  Ave. and 
Runyon St. $1 fo r  adults, 60 
cents fo r  ch ild ren, includes 
transp o rta tio n , d inner, w ienie 
roas t and sports.

•
P H IL A D E L P H IA  —  Open fo r ­

ums every T hursday evening 
on c u rre n t topics, a t Labor 
Forum , 405 W . G ira rd , 8:30 
p. m.

S oc ia lis t Y ou th  Group meets 
F r id a y  evenings, 8:30 p. m .; a ll 
young people are in v ited . L a ­
bor Forum , 405 W . G ira rd .

•
P O R T LA N D — V is it  SW P head­

quarters, 220 S. W . A ld e r St., 
room  500; open 1 to  4 p .m . 
d a ily  except Sunday, and 6 to 
8 p . m .  on Tuesday and F rida y .

Saturday, Sept. 1 —  Open 
house and “ H a rd  T im es”  Social, 
a t 8 p . m .

Sunday, Sept. 16— “ W ill the 
End o f the W ar B rin g  Peace?”  
Open fo ru m ; speaker, C. M. 
Hesser. 8 p .m .

•
SAN  F R A N C IS C O  —  V is it  the 

San Francisco School o f Social 
Science, 305 G ran t Ave., corner 
o f G ra n t and S utter, 4 th f lo o r; 
open fro m  12 noon to  3 p .m . 
M onday th rou gh  Saturday, and 
7 to 9 p .m . M onday th rough  
F rida y .

•
TO LE D O  —  Forum s held every 

Sunday evening a t 905 J e ffe r­
son Ave., Room 304. A l l  M il i­
ta n t readers, frien ds  inv ited .

Sunday, Sept 9— W aterm elon 
F es tiva l a ll-day  ou ting . Ted 
Selander w i l l  speak on “ Labor 
in  P ostw a r W orld .”  T ransp orta ­
t io n  fro m  you r home to p icn ic 
grounds in  Temperance, M ich, 
provided, A d u lts  SI, ch ild ren 50 
cents. Beer, food, baseball!

b it te r  opposition by some mem­
bers o f Congress, p a rtic u la r ly  
Byrnes o f V irg in ia , who fo u g h t 
every ap p ro p ria tion  asked fo r  
W P A .

I t  is  evident to  a ll th in k in g  
persons th a t w ith  the w a r com ing 
to  an end, w a r p lan ts  closing, 
and our so ld ie r boys re tu rn in g  
home, seeking em ploym ent, th a t 
again we w ill f ind  ourselves in  a 
depression compared to  which 
“ H e rb ie ’s”  depression w i l l  appear 
to have been a Sunday School 
p icn ic . Roosevelt is no m ore . Is  
the man now in the W h ite  House 
m aking prepara tions to  deal w ith  
the s itua tion  w h ich w i l l  con fro n t 
us? Judg ing  by the appo in t­
ments he is m aking , he proposes 
to deal w ith  the  s itua tion  as did 
“ Herb ie .”  Byrnes, the arch-foe o f 
W P A , is now Secretary o f S ta te . 
F red V inson, who prevented the 
u n d e r p a i d  ra ilw o rk e rs  from  
g e ttin g  the increase in pay 
awarded to  them , is now Secre­
ta ry  o f the T reasu ry . N e a rly  a ll 
appo intive positions are being 
filled  by men known to  be op­
posed to  measures intended fo r  
the good o f the common m an.

Robert I I .  M ille r
Carbon, Ind .

Atomic Bomb
E d ito r:

Today I  listened w ith  in ­
describable h o rro r to  the voice o f 
a rad io  com m entator describ ing 
the ca tastroph ic resu lts  o f the 
f ir s t  atom  bomb ra id  over Japan.

One sm all bomb! One super­
fo r t ,  to  cradle i t  to  its  destina­
tion  . . .  and 60 percent o f a c ity  
o f 300,000 hum an beings had its  
li fe  b lown ou t!

Today, the ca p ita lis t press 
fla u n ts  th is  news before the peo­
p le . The scream ing headlines pay 
homage to the atom  bomb. They 
g lo a t over it ,  adm ire i t ,  p roud ly  
describe its  cataclysm ic power, 
caress i t  w ith  words o f pra ise and 
ap p ro ba tio n .

A nd a cold fe a r m ust have 
s truck  deep in to  the heart core 
o f the  people.

W ho, then, believes the hypo­
c r it ic a l peace preachers o f the 
San Francisco conference —  the 
d ip lom ats and po litic ians?  Who 
believes th e ir  hopped-up phrases 
o f a ju s t and la s tin g  peace and 
harm ony among ca p ita lis t na­
tions? W ho believes the silken 
words o f the A t la n t ic  C harter?

The answer has been blasted 
ou t. I t  has been s tripped  o f a ll 
the coddled hopes w ith  w h ich  peo­
ple a ttem p t to  soften re a lity .  
T h is  un ive rsa l fe a r o f the destruc­
tiv e  p o ten tia lit ie s  o f the  atom  
bomb can on ly  be in te rp re te d  to  
mean th a t the w orkers  have no 
fa ith  whatsoever in  the  a b ility , 
o r even the desire, o f the ru lin g  
class to establish and m a in ta in  
peace. T ha t, on the  eve, o f the 
end o f the second W orld  W ar, 
they see loom ing before them  the 
T h ird  W orld  W a r w ith  its  rea l 
th re a t o f becoming the tom b o f 
c iv iliz a tio n .

A nd  y e t th rou gh  the channels 
o f com m only experienced fear, 
the  consciousness o f the w o rk in g  
masses m ust have taken a 
re vo lu tio n a ry  leap fo rw a rd  —  to ­
w ard  a new and deep de term ina­
t io n  th a t the T h ird  W o rld  W ar 
sha ll n o t occur; tow a rd  a new 
eva luation o f the s tin k in g  ca p ita l­
is t system ; and tow a rd  a more 
fundam enta l understand ing o f the 
re vo lu tio n a ry  tasks ahead o f 
them .

M. McGowan 
Toledo, Ohio

The Postwar World
E d ito r :

The w a r is over and v ic to ry  is 
w on. Now  we are a ll liv in g  in 
the postw ar w o rld . A g a in  we 
sha ll see the shortcom ings o f the 
ca p ita lis t governm ent. A ga in  we 
sha ll see mass unem ploym ent 
w ith  no solution to  the  prob lem .

Soon we sha ll see the heroes 
o f th is  w a r on the corners se lling 
apples. Chicago has already made 
i t  a law  th a t such pe rm its  w ill 
be free  o f charge to  ex-so ld iers. 
O f course th is  w i l l  be the ca p ita l­
is t g ra titu d e  fo r  th e ir  ou tstand­
in g  service to  th e ir  country .

I t  w i l l  no t be long before the 
conquering heroes w il l  rea lize 
they fo u g h t on ly  fo r  the in te rests 
o f A m erica ’s S ix ty  F am ilies . 
W hen the  so ld ie r realizes the

postw ar w o rld  is fa r  d iffe re n t 
fro m  th a t prom ised to  h im , the 
Socia lis t W orkers  P a rty  w i l l  come 
in to  its  r ig h t fu l place as the 
strongest fo rce  in Am erica  be­
cause then there sha ll be no other 
p a r ty  to  believe in . Everyone 
m ust rea lize the fa ilu re  o f the. 
Dem ocrats and Republicans to 
cope w ith  na tiona l and in te rn a ­
tio n a l a ffa irs  th a t concern the 
w e ll-be ing  o f the  average A m e r i­
can.

The W I.B  has ru led  the em­
p loye r cannot la w fu lly  raise. an 
em ploye’s sa la ry  w ith o u t consent 
c f  the Board— which means the 
owners have grow n w e a lth y  fro m  
w a r contracts, w h ile  w orkers have 
been forced to  accept salaries fa r  
below the standard to a llow  a s u f­
fic ien t am ount to be saved fo r  th is  
day o f v ic to ry . There are tens o f 
thousands o f w a r w orkers  who 
face unem ploym ent and have no 
nest egg ready because the gov­
ernm ent makes its  laws in  the 
in te rest o f A m erica ’s S ix ty  
F am ilies  and no t in  the in te res t 
o f its  m illio n s  o f c itizens.

Labo r m ust come in to  its  r ig h t ­
fu l place. The S ocia lis t W orkers 
P a rty  is our |only hope. The 
sooner we g ive our a tten tion  to  
th is  group, the sooner we shall 
live  as is becoming to God and 
man.

W il l  ou r governm ent spfend m il­
lions a day to  care fo r  us as i t  
did to k i l l  d u rin g  the w a r?  W ill 
the heroes o f the w a r rem ain 
heroes a fte r  the celebration is 
over? W ill the colored man 
rem a in  a second-rate c itizen ?

V ic to r A . Howell
New Y ork

Los Angeles 
After V-J Day
E d ito r :

Estim ates in the  local press 
based on figu res fro m  a u th o r ita ­
tive  sources place a t m ore than
200.000 the num ber o f w orkers 
expected to be la id  o f f  in  Los 
Angeles by the end o f the week. 
T h is  figu re  does no t take in to  
account a huge slash in wages 
slated fo r  those no t included in 
the in it ia l mass f ir in g s . Th is 
wage cu t is ta k in g  the fo rm  o f a 
re tu rn  to  the once desirable fo r ty  
hour week and the e lim ina tion  o f 
the day o f overtim e w o rk . In  the 
las t few  years th is  day has 
provided the m arg in  a llow in g  the 
w orkers to  scrape a long on th e ir  
in fla tio n -rid d e n  and tax-slashed 
paychecks.

Am ong those a lready la id  o f f  
are 3500 w orkers a t the C a lifo rn ia  
S h ipbu ild ing  Corpora tion , 11,900 
a t the Douglas Long Beach p lan t, 
750 a t Douglas Santa M onica and 
300 a t Douglas E l Segundo. 
Lockheed is im m ed ia te ly  c losing 
down its  p lan ts  in Pomona, Santa 
Barbara, and Fresno and expects 
to lay  o f f  7000 in  its  B urbank 
p lan t ve ry  s h o r t ly .

H ardest h it  w i l l -be the a irc ra ft  
in d u s try  which expects to  drop
83.000 ou t o f 133,000. T h is  is 
especially im p o rta n t in  view  o f 
the h is to ry  o f in d u s try  in  Los 
Angeles. Before the w a r i t  was 
p ra c tica lly  no n -e x is ten t. The w ar 
made Los Angeles an im p o rtan t 
a irc ra f t  and sh ipbu ild ing  center 
to the exclusion o f m ost o ther 
in d u s try . There fore the end o f 
the w a r w ith  the  a ttendan t 
collapse o f the w a rtim e  industries 
has h it  th is  c ity  a s tunn ing  b low . 
T h is  is even m ore apparent when 
the tremendous in f lu x  o f w orkers 
is considered. There are between 
h a lf and tw o -th ird s  o f a m illio n  
who came fro m  o th e r sec­
tions o f the country. A nd  in ad­
d itio n  scores o f thousands o f 
soldiers expect to  se ttle  here upon 
discharge fro m  the armed forces.

The s itua tion  m ay be a p tly  
compared w ith  the one-industry 
towns in  m any reg ions o f the 
coun try  whose fo rtunes  v a ry  w ith  
the flu c tu a tio n  o f the one in ­
d u s try . In  th is  case the in d u s try  
is w a r.

W h ile  these trem endous la y ­
o ffs  were apparent to  the w o rk ­
ers in these industries fo r  some 
tim e now, they seem to  have 
stunned the C itizens M anpower 
Com m ittee w h ich  announced th a t 
i t  plans a m eeting next week to 
discuss w ays and means o f re- 
cm p loy ing  the  thousands “ sud­
denly w ith o u t jo b s .”

A1 Lynn  
Los Angeles

Pioneer
Notes

T his  week Pioneer has ready 
fo r  sale our newest pam phlet, 
A  P rac tica l P rogram  to  K i l l  
J im  Crow, by Charles Jackson, 
M ilita n t co lum nist. T h is  la test 
add ition  to our lite ra tu re  on the 
Negro S trugg le  is a 16-page 
pam phlet, w ith  a tw o -co lo r cover 
and numerous illu s tra tio n s  by 
R uth W ilson and Ed Herron.

We have ju s t received graph ic 
p ro o f th a t the Negro people find 
in the fig h tin g  p rogram  o f the 
Socia list W orkers P a rty , the an­
swer to  th e ir  needs. Th is is the 
s to ry  to ld  by a young New  Y o rk  
comrade who pa rtic ipa ted  in  the 
d is tr ib u tio n  o f Negroes in  the 
Post-W’ar W orld  a t a S ta lin is t 
r a l ly  aga inst J im  Crow in  base­
ba ll, held on A ugust 18 in  H a r­
lem. He said:

“ 75 pam phlets were sold by 
three comrades in  about an hour 
and a ha lf. The response to the 
pam phlet was te rr if ic . Groups 
o f fo u r  o r five would ga ther 
around the comrades asking ques­
tions, and a fte r  a fe w  moments 
o f exp la in ing  our stand against 
J im  Crow, a ll o f them  would buy 
the pam phlet. The pam phlets 
were se lling  so fa s t th a t the S ta l­
in is ts  began to  ge t ho t under the 
co lla r. They sent a few  o f th e ir  
muscle-men over to  the s tree t 
corner where one comrade was 
se lling  the  pam ph le t and tr ie d  to 
push h im  around, g rabb ing  the 
pam phlets fro m  him.

“ Im m ed ia te ly  seven young N e­
g ro  w orkers, some o f whom had 
already bought the pam phlet, 
dashed over and wrenched the 
pam phlets back. ‘W h a t’s the m a t­
te r  w ith  you,’ one o f them  said 
to the S ta lin is t hoodlums, ‘He’s 
se lling  s tu f f  th a t ’s good fo r  us.’ 
The S ta lin is t disappeared qu ick ly  
and the group o f young w orkers 
stood guard on the s tree t corner 
u n t il the rem a in ing  pam phlets 
were sold.”

•
A  P rac tica l P rogram  to K i l l  

J im  Crow, by Charles Jackson, 
iOc.

Negroes in  the P ost-W ar W orld ,
by A lb e r t P arke r, 5c.
O rder fro m  Pioneer Publishers, 

116 U n iv e rs ity  Place, N ew  Y o rk  
3, N. Y.

Embracing 
Hitler's Backers

The London T ribune , organ 
o f the le ft- lib e ra ls  (A n e u rin  
Bevan and others) reports  in  
its  Ju ly  27 issue:

“ A llie d  M il ita ry  A u th o ritie s  
are at present considering 
plans to re ins ta te  the big  
R uhr in d u s tr ia lis ts  as owners 
and responsible managers o f 
th e ir  p roperties —  men like  
K rupp, Stinnes, Thyssen and 
others...”

QUESTION BOX
Q: How much o f her in du s try  

has Germ any lost?
A : A ccord ing to  W a ll S treet 

estimates, about 15 percent o f 
German in d u s try  was w iped out 
by bom bings; and an even la rg e r 
sector, abou t 20 percent, w i l l  be 
s tripped  aw ay by the Potsdam 
agreem ent, thus e lim in a tin g  more 
than a th ird  o f German produc­
tive  capacity. Even more im ­
p o rta n t than the percentages, is 
the fa c t th a t the in d u s try  to  be 
demolished under the peace term s, 
is the basic in d u s try  upon which 
the whole economic s truc tu re  o f 
Germ any rested.

*  *  *

Q : How long has the present 
Japanese dynasty been in  power?

A : In  re a lity , on ly  since 1868, 
when the feudal princes o f Japan 
combined w ith  a g row ing  m erch­
an t class to restore the m onarchy 
as a “ u n ify in g  fo rce ”  to  s treng th ­
en the coun try  aga inst the danger 
o f invasion by fo re ig n  ca p ita lis t 
powers. F o r a fu l le r  s tudy o f 
the w ay in  w h ich em peror-w or­
ship was fo is ted  on the people 
o f Japan by  the ru l in g  class, we 
suggest th a t you read “ Japan 
Faces the  Abyss,”  by L i F u-jen , 
in  the A p r i l 1944 issue o f F ou rth  
In te rn a tion a l. Back copies are 
obtainable ( fo r  25 cents) fro m  
Business M anager, 116 U n iv e rs ity  
Place, N . Y .

* * *
Q : How  m any in d u s tr ia l acci­

dents were there Ihs t year?
A : A ccord ing to  the U n ited

States D epartm ent o f Labor, 1944 
took a to ll o f 15,900 men and 
women k ille d  on th e ir  jobs; 1,700 
to ta l ly  disabled; 94,400 p a r tly  
bu t perm anently  d isabled; and 
tw o  and a qu a rte r m illio ns  in ­
ju red.

V O TE  FO R

DOBBS & SIMPSON
T R O T S K Y IS T  C A N D ID A T E S  

IN  T H E  C O M IN G  
N E W  Y O R K  E LE C T IO N S

Local New Y o rk  comrades anx­
ious to place the m an ifesto  o f 
the Socia list W orkers P a rty  on 
the end o f  the w a r and the use 
o f atom ic bombs in  as m any 
w o rkers ’ hands as possible, d is­
tr ibu te d  The M il ita n t  a t busy 
street corners in  H arlem . F lo r ­
ence Bronze repo rted : “ Over 
5,000 papers were taken by pas­
sers-by who were eager to  read 
the s to ry  p rin ted  under the s t r ik ­
in g  headline ‘There is no peace!’ 
We could have used m any more 
papers.”

A d d itio n a l reports  fro m  th is  
d is tr ib u tio n  g ive loud pra ise to 
The M il ita n t.  “ Two d iffe re n t 
people rem arked on seeing the 
headline: ‘The gu y  who w ro te
th a t sure knows w h a t he is ta lk ­
in g  about.’ Num erous others 
sa id : ‘T h a t a in ’t  no lie ’.”  A n ­
o the r d is tr ib u to r  advised: “ On 
135 S tree t I  gave The M il ita n t 
to  a la rge  group o f men who 
were s tand ing around discussing. 
One o f them  said to  me: ‘T h a t’s 
r ig h t ,  there re a lly  is no peace. 
I ’m  a vete ran who ju s t came 
back fro m  the South Pacific, and 
fro m  the w ay i t  looks they w on’t  
g ive me m y old job  back’.”

A  member o f the T ro ts k y is t 
Y ou th  reported these tw o  in te r ­
es ting  experiences: “ A  passer-by 
a fte r  g lanc ing  a t the headline 
asked me fo r  25 copies o f the 
paper to  take back to his club. 
A nd s t i l l  another man asked fo r  
3 copies o f the paper and added, 
‘T h a t’s 3 m ore votes fo r  your 
candidate Louise Simpson.’ A ll  
the d is tr ib u to rs  reported the pa­
pers w ent ex trem e ly  fa s t, and 
(here wasn’t  a s ing le  copy th row n  
away.

•
M inneapolis sent in  three 6- 

.nonth subscrip tions and added 
th is  ve ry  in s tru c tive  note: “ One 
o f the  three subs was obtained 
by one o f our ra ilro a d  comrades. 
One day w h ile  h is t ra in  was 
sta lled, he w ent out in to  the field 
to help a fa rm e r shock g ra in . 
W hile  w o rk in g  they discussed 
w orld  a ffa irs . R esu lt: one more 
sub to  The M il ita n t . ”

•
M aggie McGowan w rite s  fro m  

the M id-W est Vacation School: 
‘Enclosed is $2.00 fo r  tw o 1 year 

subscrip tions. One is fo r  M rs. 
Cobbins o f D e tro it who took the

sub w h ile  she was v is it in g  a 
ne ighbor o f ours here a t the sum ­
m er school. She came to  the  
office on her own in it ia t iv e  to  
find ou t w hat our paper waa a ll 
about and no t on ly  took a y e a r’s 
subscrip tion, b u t  purchased 
f  am phlets and expressed a desire 
to  a ttend o u r classes at the school 
and to  lea rn  m ore about pur 
pa rty .

“ The o ther sub is fo r  . M r. 
W a lke r o f C inc inna ti. T h is  new 
subscriber, v is it in g  a camp across 
the lake fro m  M id -W est had 
heard o f our p a rty , had read sev­
e ra l copies o f The M il ita n t  and 
James P. Cannon’s ‘H is to ry  o f 
Am erican T ro tsky ism .’ He is a 
young N egro social w o rker, and 
evidenced a g re a t deal o f in te rest 
in  the T ro ts k y is t movement. He 
drove around to  M id -W est espe­
c ia lly  to  meet and ta lk  w ith  mem­
bers o f the p a rty  and he express­
ed a desire to  re tu rn .”

•
M ore data fo r  o u r s ta tis tics  

fans: B u ffa lo  sent in three 6 
m onth subs in  add ition  to  one 
6 m onth and one 1 year renewal. 
Toledo, fo u r  6 m onth and one 1 
year renewal. Three W est Coast 
branches make the record w ith  
the fo llo w in g : San Pedro fo u r 
6 m onth new readers, Seattle 
fo u r 1 year and one 6 m onth new 
subscribers, and San Francisco 
nine 6 m onth and one 1 year new 
readers in  add ition  to  fo u r  6 
m onth and tw o 1 year renewals.

FIGHT FOR THIS PROGRAM:
1. F u ll em ploym ent and job  security fo r all 
workers and veterans!

A  s lid ing  scale o f hours! Reduce the hours o f work 
w ith  no reduction in  pay!

A  r is in g  scale o f wages! Increase wages to  meet the 
increased cost o f liv in g !

Operate a ll gove rnm en t-bu ilt p lan ts  under w orkers ’ 
co n tro l!

2 . Independence o f the trade unions from  
the governm ent!

Rescind the no -s tr ike  pledge!
W ith d ra w  union representatives from  the W ar Labor 

B oard !

3. Organization o f the war veterans by the 
trade unions!

4 . F u ll equality fo r  Negroes and national 
m inorities! Down w ith Jim  Crow!

5. W o rk in g  class political action!
B u ild  the  independent labo r p a r ty !
E stab lish  the w orkers ’ and fa rm ers ’ governm ent!

6 . T ax  the rich , not the poor!
N o taxes on incomes under $5,000 a yea r!

7. A w orking class answer to capitalist m ili­
tarism !

M il ita ry  t ra in in g  o f w orkers, financed by the  govern­
m ent, bu t under con tro l o f the  trade un ions!

Trade union wages fo r  a ll w o rkers  in  the  armed forces!

8 . Hands o ff  the European and colonial peo­
ples!

W ith d ra w  the A llie d  Occupation Troops fro m  Europe! 
S o lid a rity  w ith  the revo lu tiona ry  s trugg les  o f - the 

European and colon ia l peoples!

" »

Join the Socialist Workers Party!
S O C IA L IS T  W O R K E R S  P A R T Y  
116 U n iv e rs ity  Place 
New  Y o rk  3, New  Y o rk

I  would lik e :
□  To jo in  the S oc ia lis t W orkers  P a rty .

Q  To ob ta in  fu r th e r  in fo rm a tio n  about you r organ iza tion .

□  To attend m eetings and fo rum s o f the S oc ia lis t W o rk ­
ers P a rty  in  m y c ity .

N a m e ............................................................................................................
(Please P r in t)

A d d re s s ........................................................................................................

C i t y ...................................... Posta l Zone . . . .  S ta te ...........................

SWP BRANCH 
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Only the world revo­
lution can s a v e  the 
USSR for socialism. But 
the w o r l d  revolution 

carries with it the ines­
capable blotting out of 
the Kremlin oligarchy.

—  Leon Trotsky

Beware O f Them!
Anyone who may have been taken in by the 

recent highly-ballyhooed "left turn’’ of the Stalin­
ists can easily convince himself that American 
Stalinism has not changed its pro-capitalist stripes. 
All he has to do is examine the Stalinist program 
on unemployment.

Since the termination of the war with Japan, 
the Daily Worker has raised a clamor about mass 
unemployment. It runs daily editorials "deplor­
ing" the failure of Congress to adopt a program 
to meet the economic crisis.

But nowhere in the program advanced by the 
Stalinists is there a single proposal that would 
infringe upon the "sacred rights" of the capital­
ists or that goes beyond measures advocated in the 
name of "free enterprise” by capitalist politicians.

The keystone of any genuine program to main­
tain full employment is the demand for contin­
ued operation of the government-built plants by 
the government itself, under workers control. It is 
a fraud to label any program a “ full employment” 
program which does not contain this elementary 
demand.

Nowhere in the Stalinist program on "full em­
ployment" is this fundamental demand raised.

True enough, the Daily Worker is now com­
pelled to modify its former unrestrained praise of 
the blessings of "free enterprise.” It even makes 
bold to complain that "today the American peo­
ple can see that private ‘free enterprise’ cannot 
plan for jobs and cannot guarantee jobs.”

But the only means the Daily Worker proposes 
“to maintain high employment” is passage of the 
Murray “Full Employment” Bill —  a bill with­
out a single specific measure to halt unemploy­
ment —  a bill which includes the major objective: 
“to foster free competitive enterprise and the in­
vestment of private capital.”

By its reactionary, strikebreaking, anti-labor 
policy during the war, the American Stalinist par­
ty made its very name a stench in the nostrils of 
militant American labor. It was becoming so dis­
credited, that its influence in the American labor 
movement was swiftly fading away.

Its recent "left” tactical shift was an attempt to 
bolster the waning prestige of the Stalinists. It was 
intended as a radical cover behind which the Stal­
inists might continue their fundamentally reac­
tionary policies.

Today, with millions of workers facing unem­
ployment and destitution in another capitalist de­
pression, only a bold program driving straight to 
the heart of the profit system of “ free enterprise” 
and capitalist private property can meet the needs 
of American labor.

Stalinism aims to mislead and behead any effec­
tive struggle for a genuine labor program on full 
employment while hiding its treacherous designs 
behind radical phraseology.

Stalin And Japan
Why did Stalin declare war on Japan? Moscow's 

declaration was made on Aug. 8, just six days be­
fore Japan’s surrender to the Allied powers, when 
the military defeat of Japanese imperialism was 
known to be a certainty.

According to the declaration, the Soviet Union 
entered the war against Japan because this w'as 
“the only means capable of bringing nearer peace, 
to deprive the peoples of further sacrifices and suf­
ferings, and give the Japanese people the oppor­
tunity to rid themselves of those dangers of de­
struction suffered by Germany after her refusal to 
accept unconditional surrender.”

There is nothing in the brutal and cynical rec­
ord of the totalitarian Stalinist regime to support 
Moscow’s claim to such lofty humanitarian mo­
tives. The true motive for Stalin’s belated entry 
into the war against Japan must be sought in his 
mortal fear of the colossal power of American im­
perialism. He couldn’t help foresee that the defeat 
of Germany and Japan would bring the Soviet Un­
ion face to face with this power both in the West

and in the East —  face to face with a power which, 
by virtue of its preeminence in the imperialist 
world, has become the leading foe of the Soviet 
Union.

Stalin’s aim. discernible even before the defeat 
of Germany, is to keep American imperialism as 
far away as possible from the Soviet borders. 
This has been his policy in Europe. Today, in order 
to meet the onrush of the American colossus, he is 
repeating the same policy on a far vaster scale in 
the Far East.

For this it was necessary to declare war on Japan 
so that the Soviet armed forces could plunge into 
Manchuria, Korea and Inner Mongolia, with the 
aim of either annexing these lands or bringing them 
under the influence of the Kremlin. Moreover, by 
entering the war against Japan, Stalin secures a 
place fot the Soviet Union at the “peace” table. 
This carries with it the hope of securing juridical 
recognition of the territorial seizures.

When the Kremlin declared war on already de­
feated Japan, Stalin intended it as a defensive 
move against American imperialism, in the same 
way that the Red Arm y’s invasion of Poland in 
1939 was intended as a defensive move against 
Nazi Germany.

The Trotskyists condemned Stalin's invasion of 
Poland because, far from contributing to the real 
defense of the Soviet Union, it weakened it; and 
because it resulted in alienating the sympathy of 
the international working class and harmed the 
cause of world socialism.

Similarly we condemn Stalin’s declaration of 
war on Japan and his policy of territorial seizures 
in the Far East. This undoubtedly has had the ef­
fect of antagonizing the Japanese workers and 
peasants and accordingly has weakened the de-; 
fense of the Soviet Union in one of the most im­
portant spheres —  the great colonial world of Asia.

The bankruptcy of Stalin's policy was revealed 
long ago. Stalin participation with Hitler in the 
partition of Poland failed utterly to insure the 
Soviet Union against attack and invasion. Nor will 
Stalin’s later territorial seizures, whether in Eu­
rope or in Asia, insure the Soviet Union against 
future imperialist assaults.

Moreover, if the Kremlin’s power politics proved 
hollow and fallacious before, how utterly absurd 
and futile they appear now with the invention of 
the atomic bomb!

In a world of imperialist banditry there is but 
one sure defense of the Soviet Union: the destruc­
tion of imperialism and the extension of the so­
cialist revolution. This was the policy of Lenin 
and Trotsky. Today, more urgently than ever, the 
success of this policy requires the revolutionary 
overthrow of the traitor Stalinist bureaucracy.

Tammany Trickery
Tammany Hall has filed a blanket objection to 

the independent nominating petitions for Farrell 
Dobbs, Trotskyist candidate for mayor of New 
Yofik. Other minority political parties have like­
wise been challenged. If these challenges are up­
held, the people of: the largest city in the world 
will be denied their right to consider at the ballot 
box any political programs, parties, or candidates 
other than those of the Wall St. political machines. 
Tammany’s move is thus a direct blow at demo­
cratic rights. It is a blow aimed in particular at 
the vanguard political party of the working class, 
since Farrell Dobbs is the only candidate for mayor 
who represents the program of revolutionary so­
cialism.

The professional political hatchet men in Wall 
Street’s pay have by this action placed themselves 
on record as opposed in principle to normal demo­
cratic procedure. They want to prevent working 
class political parties from obtaining a place on the 
ballot. They want to limit the choice before the 
voters to the major parties of the capitalist class. 
This is the system Hitler upheld in his notorious 
plebiscites, where voters were forced to cast ballots 
for the hand-picked, representatives of German 
capitalism.

The Election Board letter announcing the chal­
lenge is post-marked August 18. “V-J Day” was 
declared August 14. Thus four days after the of­
ficial end of the Second World War for “democ­
racy” the Wall Street monopolists, through their 
Tammany Hall political machine, served notice on 
the New York voters that “democracy” like war 
profits is their private monopoly.

This reactionary attempt to prevent the name of 
the Trotskyist candidate for mayor from appearing 
on the ballot attests the fear of the American capi­
talist class before the postwar crisis. They view 
the recent electoral victory of the British workers 
as foreshadowing a great political upsurge of the 
American workers. They are aware that Trotsky­
ism offers the only realistic program for resolving 
the unemployment now' spreading like a blight 
throughout the land. They are convinced that the 
program of Trotskyism to end imperialist wars 
by ending capitalism will become the program of 
millions of poor people in America, if it is permit­
ted a fair hearing.

Tammany’s challenge is a harbinger of Wall 
Street’s future efforts to stop the American work­
ing class from taking its rightful place in the poli­
tical life of the country. To accomplish their aim, 
the Wall Street monopolists will stop at nothing.

Workers throughout the rest of the nation as 
well as in New York should view Tammany's chal­
lenge as a warning signal. Tammany has chosen to 
conduct the first postwar election with a brazen 
attack on democratic rights. Political life in the 
first weeks of capitalist “peace” begins in Amer­
ica’s most populous city under an ominous shadow.

Th« march of reaction in America can be halted 
on’\ it each anti-democratic action of Wall Street 
is met with a stinging answer from the ranks of 
tabor. Tammany’s attempt to bar minority par­
ties from the ballot must be countered with wide­
spread protest. Every class-conscious worker must 
warn his fellow workers of the meaning of Tam ­
many’s action.
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nî «»YxtxB"pt.vjnnĵ i|!,)irt« pMoi.'i'f. b)<o" translation oj the leading editorial. 7 his is the first printed issue

of the paper, previous ones appearing as mimeographed sheets.
OT»l xd>{m JU«;. v“ i'Mjdotl tr̂ v (5u-| . . .  1 J
d.ia oUovoiunii *pug( noi' i(uoiii;ti 6).o«).>ipo The Greek Trotskyists have carried on courageously under
to daiitxd  o vo t^n a , navco o :a  x o x - ’  .  . . / /  .

1 xaAu xui oiv 0K0Yt>v/.txn oir\h\ taiv xaiumeT souie of the wovst conditions oj starvation and terror in all war- 
[ Td jitc°x,‘n<<Ta iTk n w v a j now x<i{too*.oj oioi.*; torn I^uxopc. 7 he A'ci îs had-executed at least J7 of our Cjieek 
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hood among the 5.000 casualties of the Chur chill-provoked civil war and among the 15,000 Greek 
workers deported to Africa by Churchill’s orders (The M ilitant, March 51) and, most assuredly, 
among the -55.000 victims now in Greek prisons (1 he Militant, July 28).

Churchill, since ousted from the British premiership by the election victory of British 
labor reserved his choicest epithets for the Greek Trotskyists. This same Churchill who organ­
ised kllicd intervention against the workers of Russia pi 1917, labeled the Greek struggle for in 
dependence “a hideous massacre. . . in which all forms of government would have been swept 
awav and naked, triumphant trotskyism installed. . . lie called it I  rot sky ism, he said, because 
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The Stalinist Dailv Worker (Jan. 11) app'auded and offered aid for a purge. Then came 
word that during the civil war the Greek Stalinists in the Idas had murdered WO Trotskyists 
(The Militant, June 25). Recently 250 outstanding militants, including many Trotskyists, were 
reported to have been killed by Stalinists in Salonica alone ( I he M ilitant, July 28).

O ur coun try  as w e ll as the 
en tire  European continent finds 
its e lf  today at the most c r it ic a l 
junctu re  in the trans ition  from  
im p e ria lis t w ar to  im p e ria lis t 
peace.

H a v in g  escaped the gravest 
danger the bourgeoisie has faced 
in  th is  w a r— the danger o f being 
overth row n by the w o rk in g  
masses— and having been “ as­
sured”  th a t its  exp lo itin g  system 
rem ains secure th rou gh  agree­
ments w ith  the v ic to rious  A llie s , 
our bourgeoisie is now try in g  its  
best to  restore and strengthen its  
state apparatus and its  economic 
and productive m echanism .

T h is  endeavor has recently  
assumed more concrete shape: 
Barbaressos, a tru e  representa­
tive  o f na tive  and in te rna tiona l 
finance cap ita l, has proposed a 
series o f measures designed to 
unload on the backs o f the op­
pressed masses the burdens o f 
the deep-going economic cris is  
th a t a ff lic ts  the en tire  ca p ita lis t 
sys tem .
R E G IM E  OF B E S T IA L IT Y

The s ta rva tio n  wages B a r­
baressos o ffe rs  the w orkers (no 
h igher than the wage scale under 
the German occupation); the 
macabre game o f deception prac­
tised upon the slaves o f the state- 
machine, the c iv il service em­
ployes; the savage taxa tion  im ­
posed on the m iddle classes, the 
professional and sm all business 
people; the exactions and im ­
positions on the wretched masses 
o f peasantry— a ll these acts o f 
repression which Barbaressos 
calls “ sa lu ta ry  measures”  are 
being h u rrie d ly  p u t th rough  by 
usurp ing edicts and law s. B u t 
the enforcem ent o f the  much 
vaunted ta x  measures on the big  
in d u s tr ia lis ts  and m erchants is 
inde fin ite ly  “ de layed .”

W ith  such “ nation - saving”  
measures the ca p ita lis t class 
enters upon the road to res to ra ­
tion. The various “ stopgap”  gov­
ernm ents we have seen come one 
a fte r  t iie  o ther— the governm ents 
o f Papandreou, P lastiras , Voul- 
g a ris— have fa ith fu l ly  worked to ­
wards th e ir  class a im  w ith  the 
steadfast help and patronage o f 
Eng lish cap ita lism . A f te r  f u l f i l l ­
ing the ro le assigned to i t  by 
cap ita lism  and having outlived 
its  usefulness, each o f these gov­

ernm ents w ith d re w  from  the 
stage in  order to  make w ay fo r  
its  successor, w h ich likew ise 
labored fa ith fu lly ,  in  its  tu rn , fo r  
the res to ra tion  o f the cap ita lis t 
sys tem . The same fa te  aw aits  
the incum bent governm ent, too . 
I t  is qu ite  obvious, however, tha t 
th is  spectacle w h ich the bourge­
oisie is so brazen ly enacting be­
fore the very eyes o f the masses, 
is not proceeding very sm oothly, 
nor have the masses fa iled  to 
defend themselves desperately in 
covert and open day - to - day 
s trugg le .

CLASS STR U G G LE
T h is  is a s tru g g le  th a t act.-, to 

underm ine and up roo t the ca p ita l­
ist; society: IT  IS  T H E  IM ­
P L A C A B L E  C LASS STRUG G LE.

The s trikes , e ru p tin g  a ll over 
the coun try— some spontaneous, 
others organized; some local in 
character, others combined and 
fa r  m ore comprehensive —  these 
s tr ikes  continue to  d raw  in to  the 
arena o f s trugg le  ever-increasing 
numbers o f the slaves o f ca p ita l­
ism . And now, w ith  the im posi­
tion  o f Barbaressos’ “ economic 
resto ra tion  measures,”  a ll th e ] 
oppressed classes^—w orkers, em­
ployes, professionals, a rtisans —  
are g ird in g  fo r  the com ing 
ta t t le .

RO AD OF B E T R A Y A L
W hat road w il l  th is  ba ttle  

fo llow ?
W ill i t  be the road proposed by 

re fo rm is t S ta lin is ts  and Social­
ists? W ill it  be the road o f 
b lu n tin g  th is  s tru g g le —  the road 
o f cooperation and compromise 
w ith  the cap ita lis ts , the road of 
pa rlia m en ta ry  disputes over the 
number o f representatives we 
sha ll have in  the governm ent to 
sit alongside the representatives 
o f our executioners? W ill i t  be 
the road o f “ popu lar dem ocracy”  

which RESPECTS th e ir p ro pe rty  ?
W hat have these tw o parties 

accomplished thus fa r?  When 
they pa rtic ipa ted  in the Papau- 
dreou bourgeois governm ent they 
forbade s trikes to  be tte r the 
w o rke rs ’ conditions. T o d a y ,  
under the pressure o f the im ­
m inent w o rkers ’ up ris in g , they 
are compelled to  mouth phrases 
about s trugg les, p o lit ic a l s trikes 
and so on— w h ile  on ly yesterday

they were issu ing  o ffic ia l p roc la ­
m ations to  the e ffe c t th a t a ll 
such acts resu lted fro m  lo y a lis t  
provoca tion. In  fact, they raise 
th is  ho llow  din fo r  no o ther p u r­
pose, except to  convince the 
bourgeoisie th a t i t  is  to the 
la tte r ’s benefit to cooperate w ith  
them in estab lish ing a represen­
ta tive  governm ent.

T h e ir aim  is no t to organize 
the s trugg le  o f the w o rk in g  
masses a t a tim e  when the 
c a p ita lis t class s tr ikes  a t the 
masses w ith  a double - edged 
weapon— tire weapon o f hunger 
and te rro r is m . T h e ir pu re ly  vocal 
exercises are not. intended to 
u n ify  the w o rke rs ’ s trugg les, or 
deepen them , o r g ive them a 
class m eaning, nam ely:

T H E  E D U C A T IO N  A N D  P R E ­
P A R A T IO N  OF T H E  MASSES 
F OR T H E  F IN A L  O V E R TH R O W  
OF C A P IT A L IS T  R U L E .

T h e ir voices are not the voices 
o f those who call fo r  the p ro le ­
ta ria n  road. They po in t to  the 
load o f the p e tty  bourgeoisie, o f 
the lackeys o f cap ita lism , o f a ll 
those who seek to reconcile the 
irreconcilab les w ith in  the ca p ita l­
is t society th a t is being ren t 
asunder by irrepressib le  class 
con trad ic tions.

T H E  O N LY  RO AD
The road the w orkers  m ust 

take is the one th a t cap ita lism  
its e lf  is now im posing. C a p ita l­
ism tr ie s  to  ru le , in  c ity  and 
country , w ith  w h ite -h o t iron , 
w ith  m urder, massacre and im ­
prisonm ent o f w o rkers  by the 
thousands. I t  is c iv il w a r in  one 
o f its  fo rm s .

A N  E Y E  FO R  A N  E Y E ! 
C L  A  S S A G A IN S T  CLASS ! 
Resistance to and coun te r-o f­
fensive aga inst aH ca p ita lis t 
measures! O rganize a ll o f the 
w o rkers ’ economic and p o lit ic a l 
s trugg les! Defend the dem ocratic 
libe rties  the w o rk trs  have woy 
w ith  th e ir  blood! Create an in ­
vincib le  class f ro n t !  CLASS 
A G A IN S T  C LA S S ! T h is  is the 
road th a t leads to  the abo lition  
o f cap ita lism  and the estab lish­
ment o f the Socialist P ro le ta rian  
Democracy.

T H IS  IS T H E  O N L Y  R O AD .
I t  is the road shown to  the 

workers by our p a rty  and by 
the F o u rth  In te rn a tion a l.

PROBLEMS FACING 
WAR VETERANS

------------ By CHARLES C A R STEN --------------

W here Are the Jobs They  
Prom ised the Veterans?

Servicemen reca ll how th e ir  fa th e rs  and uncles re ­
tu rned fro m  “ the w a r to make the w o rld  safe fo r  
dem ocracy”  on ly to f in d  th a t the re  were no jobs. 
Soldiers and sailors rem em ber the breadlines and soup 
kitchens, evictions and H ooverv illes d u rin g  the de­
pression o f the th ir t ie s .

They fe a r W orld  W a r I I  w il l be fo llow ed by even 
worse conditions.

L y in g  c a p ita lis t propaganda promised over-and-over 
again in  speeches and a rtic le s : “ W hen th is  w ar is over, 
you ’l l  come back to a be tte r world , p le n tifu l jobs —  
golden oppo rtun ities .”

Supposedly, w ith  the post-W orld  W ar I  experience 
as i t s - guide, o ffic ia ldom  was to  avoid “ unprepared­
ness”  fo r  post-W orld  W ar I I  problems. O ffic ia ls  as­
sured men in the armed forces the y  would no t fa i l  in  
“ the m ob iliza tion  fo r  peace”  as they  did fo llo w in g  the 
F irs t  W orld  W ar.

In  M arch o f th is  year Genera! H ines, ex-ebief o f the 
Veterans A d m in is tra tio n , sum m arized events fo llo w ­
in g  W orld  W a r I  in  the fo llo w in g  m anner; “ Uncon­
tro lle d  events took th e ir  course. W a r contracts were 
cancelled o v e rn ig h t; price and production con tro ls  
were removed; fo u r  m illio n  servicemen were dem obil­
ized w ith in  a year w ith  $60 separation pay and a ra i l­
road tic k e t home. G reat num bers o f them  re tu rn ed  
to com m unities where w a r w orkers  were being dis­
missed by hundreds o f thousands. . .”

H ines assured his readers th in gs  would be d if fe r ­
ent th is  tim e. W hy ? Because o f the “ bene fits ”  g iven 
veterans by “ The G. I.  B il l  o f R ig h ts ”  and o ther leg ­
is la tion . He lis ts  some questionable “ bene fits ”  and 
concludes by po in tin g  to the governm ent’s m agnan im ­
ous o ffe r  o f “ aid in  securing em ploym ent”  —  voterans 
w ill be “ aided”  in th e ir  search fo r  non-ex is tent jobs.

W here are the jobs? W here is the “ be tte r w o rld ”  
th a t was to aw a it the re tu rn in g  servicem an?

U ncontro lled events are likew ise  ta k in g  th e ir  course 
fo llo w in g  W orld  W ar I I .  W a r con tracts have been 
cancelled ove rn igh t. P rice and production  contro ls  are 
being removed. F ive  m illio n  servicemen w i l l  be de­
mobilized w ith in  12 months. They w i l l  re tu rn  to  a 
coun try  where m illio ns  o f men are a lready unem ­
ployed.

W here in lies the d iffe rence  between th is  postw ar 
period and the previous one? C e rta in ly  no t in  condi­
tions being be tte r, as General H ines fa ls e ly  contends.

A t  the peak o f p roduction before the Second W o rld  
W ar, ap p rox im a te ly  45,000,000 persons were em ploy­
ed in  th is  country . O ffic ia ls  estim ate th a t 60,000,000 
jobs are needed to  provide em ploym ent fo r  a ll w o rk ­
ers. N o th in g  has been done to prov ide the add itiona l 
15,000,000 jobs.

T h is  means m illio ns  o f w o rkers  would no t find em­
ploym ent a fte r  the reconversion o f in dus try , even i f  
p ro d u c tiv ity  were m ain ta ined a t peak w a r levels.

Congress showed its  ind iffe rence  and contem pt fo r  
vcteranfi and w orkers  a like  by ad jo u rn ing  w ith o u t 
considering leg is la tion  intended to  solve the problem .

Congressmen attem pted to bu ry  the rea l issue —  
fu ll  em ploym ent —  beneath thousands o f b ills  th a t 
have as th e ir  goal job-preference, super-sen io rity  and 
e ther “ bene fits ”  fo r  veterans. These proposals w i l l  
not create the necessary jobs.

These proposals cons titu te  a shameless a tte m p t to  
d ive rt a tten tion  fro m  the tru e  s itua tion . W ith o u t jobs 
fo r  a ll w orkers m illions  o f veterans " ' i l l  be unem ­
ployed.

R e a lity  is thus a lready g iv in g  the lie  d ire c t to  the  
ca p ita lis t prom ises o f a “ be tte r w o rld , jobs fo r  a ll —  
golden op po rtun ities .”

Two Million New Yorkers 
In Run-Down Tenements

The m a jo r ity  o f w o rk in g  people, have to  contend 
w ith  shabby housing conditions a ll th e ir  lives. T h is  
has been especially tru e  d u rin g  the  w a r, w ith  the  
housing shortage p reven ting  the w o rk in g  class tenan t 
fro m  even opening his m outh to the land lord .

A recent survey o f New Y o rk  C ity , housing condi­
tions reveals to a sm all ex tent the k ind o f bu ild ings  
in, which w orkers  have to live. The m agazine Real 
E state Reporter and B u ild in g  News made the survey 
and published the fin d in g s  fo r  its  hard-boiled c lien ts, 
the slick land-owners and construction  operators.

I l l  the hopes, perhaps, o f encouraging the construc­
tion  business, th is  magazine b land ly  reveals th a t 27 
percent o f New Y o rk  homes were b u ilt  m ore than 40 
years ago (m eaning th a t they are fa ll in g  a p a rt and 
could be rep laced). There are 1,849,476 dw e llin g  
un its  in New Y o rk . T h is  means there  are ne a rly  h a lf  
a m illio n  fa m ilie s — close to tw o  m illio n  people— liv ­
ing  in these broken-down bu ild ings.

Needless to say, on ly  w orkers  and th e ir  fa m ilie s  
have to live  in such fire tra p s . Old bu ild ings , as every 
w ork ing-c lass housewife knows to  her sorrow , are 
breeding places o f bugs and rats. The c ru m b lin g  w a lls  
a ffo rd  nesting  places fo r  the  rod en ts / The cracked 
p laster, the old w a ll paper, and s o ft f lo o r  boards p ro ­
vide havens fo r  the verm in.

I t  is emphasized, however, in  th is  fra n k  re p o rt to  
the “ trade ,”  th a t New Y o rk  is fa r  m ore advanced 
than o ther “ m odern”  c ities. Chicago, fo r  instance, ia 
reported to have 37 percent o f its  bu ild in gs  in  th is  
same d ilap idated condition. I f  New Y o rk  and Chicago, 
the great modern m etropo litan  centers, have so much 
o f th is  b lig h t, what can be the housing cond itions in  
the rest o f the coun try?

The re p o rt boasts fu r th e r  th a t “ o n ly ”  fo u r-te n th s  
o f one percent o f the homes in  N ew  Y o rk  C ity  have 
no e le c tr ic ity , w h ile  in W ashington, D. C., 4.1 percent 
o f the homes lack th is  service.

A lm ost 74,000 homes in the financ ia l cap ita l o f  the  
w orld  are l i t  by gas and candles. A nd  W ash ing ton, 
the po litica l cap ita l, has p ro p o rtio n a te ly  10 tim es as 
many. There can he few  c le a re r exposures o f ca p ita l­
ism ’s breakdown than  th is .
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