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OF U 5. IN JAVA

By Ratna Soemanti

Achmed Soekarno, President of the Indonesia Repub-
lic, has protested American participation in the attempt
of Dutch imperialism to re-establish its rule in Java. In
an October 20 radiogram to President Truman, Soekarno
declared that Netherlands troops were wearing American
uniforms and using Ameri-® -
can arms, munitions and|against the Dutch as a struggle
trucks. of religions,

“Protests have been made t0| Although these uprisings did
Allied military headquarters | not assume a general character
with satisfactory results,” said|jt became abundantly clear that
Soekarno. “I appeal to Yyou|in case of a general uprising the

please to disallow infringement
of American neutrality and ord-
er the immediate discontinuance
of American disguise by the
Dutch.”

Japanese troops, under direct-
ives of the Allied commander-
in-chief Christison, were busy
last week attempting to crush
uprisings at many points in Java.
Headquarters of the “Indonesian
People’s Army” on October 13
declared a “holy war” against
Dutch, Eurasians and Ambonese
which resulted in wide-spread at-
tacks on Europeans and on some
predominantly Christian villages.
(Eurasians and Ambonese al-
ways had equal legal status with
the Dutch and the Ambonese
formed the core of the Dutch
East Indian army before the
war.)

YOUTH ORGANIZATION

The Republican government
headed by Soekarno quickly
made clear that it had not spon-
sored this declaration of war. As
far as one can make out the
Indonesian People’s Army seems
to be the milMary organization
of a youth movement which is
especially strong in Batavia, Al-
though the Nationalist newspa-
per Merdeka (Freedom) also ap-
peals to the Indonesians~to sup-

Allies would at present be un-
able to deal with it. This brought
some action from the imperialist
camp. The Dutch, while com-
plaining that their Allies do not
provide them with needed ship-
ping for the transportation of
troops to the Indies, changed to
a more conciliatory attitude to-
ward the nationalists, expressing
willingness to meet even with
Soekarno. Queen Wilhelmina’s
1942 speech, promising an em-
pire conference to discuss do-
minion status for the Indies was
dusted off again and presented
as an offer of partnership in the
Netherlands empire.

Rejecting this proposal, Mo-
hammed Hatta, Vice President
of the republic, declared:

“Not for a moment will Indo-
nesia countenance any form of
colonial status, whatever new
garb it assumes or whatever fan-
cy name is given it. War or rev-
olution raging fiercely for years
and years will be the only result.
This may be the Dutch idea of
bringing peace and order into
the country, but certainly it will
never end in Indonesia being
brought under Dutch control.”
4-POINT PROGRAM

A four-point program which
the Indonesian government had

earlier presented to General
Christison, calling for the re-
(Continue_d on Page 3)

port the republic for religious
reasons, the Soekarno elements
pever presented their struggle

Why Detroit Trotskyists
Back Labor Candidates

DETROIT, Oct. 20.—Arthur Burch, organizer of the Detroit
local of the Socialist Workers Party, today delivered the first
of a series of three radio addresses over Station WXYZ on “Why
the Trotskyists Support Detroit's Labor Candidates.” His next
talks will be heard on Saturdays, 11:45 a.m., October 27 and No-
vember 3. The following is the text of Comrade Burch’s talk today:

The coming elections are without doubt the most important in
the entire history of Detroit. It is no exaggeration to say that all
America, yes the whole world is awaiting the outcome. Will the
mighty Detroit labor movement led by the largest and most power-
ful labor union in this country, the CIO United Automobile
Workers, follow the inspiring example of the British workers? Will
the Detroit workers go to the polls in overwhelming numbers
on the sixth of November and elect a labor mayor to office? The
whole future of labor in Detroit and throughout the country de-
pends upon the answer to this question.

There are at present 200,000 workers in this city without jobs.
That this situation is not a temporary one is admitted by the
OPA itself. Writing in the N. Y. Post, September 13, Victor Riesel
has the following to say: “Many corporations are aware of a secret
OPA report which predicts that 10,400,000 persons will be jobless
by December, 1946. The OPA’s researchers told their chiefs the
other day that 10,000,000 would be pounding the streets by
1947 although the United States will have reached a production
level higher than any peacetime year.”

Big Business’ Roman Holiday

Thus we are headed toward another economic catastrophe.
Meanwhile the cost of living has skyrocketed. Staggering taxes
bave been imposed on the workers, cutting into wages and salaries
even belovr $10 per week. Wages frozen in wartime remain the
same, while take-home pay has been drastically cut. And now,
to cap the climax, we are in the midst of mass layoffs with ever
worse prospects ahead.

But while the standard of living of the workers has been
steadily worsening, Big Business has had a Roman holiday. War
millionaires have blossomed forth despite Roosevelt’s assurance that
no millionaires would arise from this war. Congress turned down
the proposal to limit salaries to twenty-five thousand dollars. Only
the soldiers and workers were called upon to make sacrifices.

Corporation profits reached a new high in this country, out-
stripping the boom years of 1927-29. In 1944 they totaled 25 billion
dollars—five and one-half times the average pre-war profits. Fluid
assets mounted from 19 billion dollars in 1939 o 45 billions last
year.

The corporations operated plants built with taxpayers’ money,
and in five years could become absolute owners of these plants
merely by writing off each year one-fifth of the cost before com-
puting profits. In addition, they can buy up government-built plants
end materials considerably under “cost. Further, Congress has made
it possible for corporations through tax rebates to make a profit

(Continued on Page 3)

'Hoodlum Attacks
Arouse Detroit
Labor Movement

Special To THE MILITANT

DETROIT, Oct. 20.— The
entire Detroit labor move-
ment has been aroused by
the gangster assault upon
Genora Dollinger, a leading
woman militant in CIO Unit-
ed Automobile Workers
Briggs Local 212.

Mrs. Dollinger, prominent for
years in the struggle of the auto
workers, is in the Receiving Hos-
pital here after suffering severe
head and other injuries inflicted
by two unidentified hoodlums
who broke into her home at dawn
on October 16.

She was aroused from her
sleep by blows from either black-
jacks or short clubs. Her cries
woke her husband Sol, -who
sprang from bed at the assail-
ants. They quickly fled after
striking him on the legs when
he kicked out at them. He was
able to leave the hospital after
treatment.

PREVIOUS ASSAULTS

This is another in a series of
similar assaults upon leading
Briggs Local mepmbéi‘s. Mrs.
Dollinger was a mentber of a
Local 212 investigating commit-
tee attempting to uncover the
identity of gangsters who last
spring severely beat Arthur Vega
and Roy Snowden, Sergeant-at-
Arms of Local 212.

In response to an appeal from
Local 212, which has itself post-
ed a $500 reward for identity of
the murderous thugs, Walter
Reuther and Richard Franken-
steen, UAW - CIO" international
vice-presidents, last Friday de-
nounced the gangster attacks on
union militants and called on
Police Commissioner Ballard to
intensify police efforts to appre-
hend the attackers.

“The international union is
determined to get to the bot-
tom of these acts of terrorism,”
the UAW officials stated, *“We
are not going to tolerate condi-
tions under which active union

locked doors in order to be safe.”

These gangster attacks against
UAW militants have all the ear-

(Continued on Page 7)

SWP Supports
Buffalo Laber
Candidates

Special to THE MILITANT

BUFFALO, N. Y, Oct. 19. —
The Buffalo Branch of the
Socialist Workers Party today
urged the workers of this city
to vote for five candidates of
the American Labor Party.

In a statement on the muni-

cipal election, the Buffalo
Branch declared: “Though the
Socialist Workers Party has

many differences over program
and policy with these candi-
dates, we, nevertheless, will sup-
port them.” The statement of
the Trotskyists explained that
“By running without the back-
ing of the Democrats or Repub-
licans” the American Labor
Party candidates “advance and
strengthen the progressive idea
of independent labor politics.”

The statement particularly
urges the election of D. O. Walk-
er as City Councillor and Frank
Merriweather as Ward Super-
visor. These candidates re-
present a predominantly Negro
district which has few Negro
representatives in the city gov-
ernment.

MINORITY REPRESENTATION
The statement ca}]s for full
{Continued on Page 7)

members have to hide behind]

Los Angeles labor uniled on the picket line to show fascist demagogue Gerald L. K.

Smith that the workers don’t

want fascism in America.

Foster’s Deal With Tammany Hall
Disoppoints Ranks Of Stalinists

By C. Thomas

The current municipal election
campaign in New York City is
providing an instructive lesson
in the “new” line ostensibly in-
augurated by the Communist
Party after the downfall of
Browder. This is the first im-
portant election since Browder
the “revisionist” was repldaced by
Foster, the exponent of the
“MarxisteLeninist-Stalinist” line.

‘Wherein does Browder's « “re-
visionism"™ differ from Foster’s
“Marxism?” It would be illum-
inating to pursue this question
in the light of the application of
the “new” line in the New York
elections.

The Stalinists in New York
have concluded an alliance with
Tammany Hall, the most cor-

rupt, graft-ridden, political ma-|

chine in the country, and are
supporting its candidates for of-
fice, The Stalinist ranks are
finding this tie-up rather hard
to swallow—especially after O’-
Dwyer, Tammany candidate for
mayor, publicly repudiated *“‘com-
munist” support, in a radio ad-
dress. To them it has the sus-
picious appearance of that pol-
icy of ‘“revision” which they
thought had been rejected along
with Browder.

In an attempt to justify their
policy of supporting the Tam-
many Democrat, O'Dwyer, in the
New York elections, the *“new-
line” Stalinist leadership ex-
plains: “The people of the Unit-
ed States do not yet understand

thesis that it was necessary to

| tional unity.”

the need for socialism in our
country and therefore the Com-
munists do not raise it as an
issue .in the present election|
campaign.”
7,°1945). Where have we heard
THAT before?

SAME STORY

The essence of Browder’s “re-
vigionism” was, expressed in his

t%lend the wartime Stalinist pols,
icy of collaboration with mon-
cpoly ‘capitalism into the post-
war period, because-—the Amer-
ican people did not yet under-
stand the need for socialism.

In his “Teheran and America,”
Browder wrote: “If the national
unity of the war-period is to be
extended and even strengthened
in the post-war period, then we
must recognize that in the Unit-
ed States this requires from the
Marxists the reaffirmation of)
our wartime policy that we will
not raise the issue of socialism
in such a form and manner as
to endanger or weaken that na-

Were the monopoly capitalists
to be included in this “national
unity” which Browder contended
must not be weakened by even
raising the issue of socialism?
“American capitalism is monop-
oly capitalism,” Browder scorn-
fully explained, and insisted that
any attempt to exclude Wall
Street from any “national unity”
was wholly Utopian. Proceeding
from Browder’s thesis the Stal-

(Continued on Page 7)

DOCK STRIKE UNDERMINED
BY STALINIST DISRUPTION

Special To THE MILITANT

By F. J. Lang

NEW YORK, Oct. 20. — AFL
longshoremen in the entire New
York harbor area returned to
work yesterday after a 19-day
fight which began as a struggle
against the employers for better
working conditions and ended in
bitter jurisdictional warfare be-
tween AFL forces here and the
Stalinist-dominated CIO water~
front unions.

The work stoppage was orig-
inally provoked by the employ-
ers on October 1 when they fired
members of the AFL Interna-
tional Longshoremens Associa-
tion Local 791 for limiting sling-
loads to the safe weight of a
long ton, 2,240 pounds. Through-
out the whole harbor area long-
shoremen of the other 40 ILA

locals then remained off the
job pending settlement of this
dispute and the other dcmandsl
of the ILA negotiating commit- .
tee.

ORIGINAL ISSUES

- As publicized by the wage
scale committee of Local 791, the
original demands were: 1, stand-
ard drafts or sling loads of 2,000
pounds; 2. a 44-hour week; 3. a

minimum of four hours’ work for | .

each period hired; 4. two shape-

ups a day; 5. double-time for all .,

meal hours worked; 6. 24 men to
a gang at all times; 7. one week’s
vacation with pay for all men
working 200 days of the year.
All longshoremen were solidly
united behind these demands
and declared they would not re-
turn to work while the employ-
ers refused to make concessions.

This rank and file solidarity

(Continued on Page 8)

(The Worker, Oct.|]

| ston Churchill,

IN THE NEWS

Child Life in America

‘“Haleyville, Ala., Oct. 13 (U.
P.»—An elderly farmer was held
without ' bond tonight for the
death pf'a 6-year-old hired boy
who died.in a cotton fjeld -from
dnnking too much corn whis-
key. The child was one of. sev-
eral hired to pick cotton by
Charles W. Taylor who “passed
a jug of corn whiskey among the
children while they were at
work.”

Actions Speak Loudest

Truman on October 12 de-
nounced the action of the
Daughters of the American Rev-
olution in Washington for re-
fusing to rent their Constitution
Hall to pianist Hazel Scott be-
cause she is a Negro. “At the
same time, the White House af-
firmed that Mrs, Truman would
attend a D.A.R. tea today.” (“N.
Y. Post,” October 12.)

*

“Dear Benito”

The Rome newspaper L’Epoca
reported on October 7 that Win-
during a recent
visit to Italy, recovered a file of
letters exchanged between him-
self and Mussolini prior to the
invasion of Ethiopia.

- . -

Reverse Demobilization

Navy Secretary Forrestal on
September 10 reported the Navy
had 3,389,000 personnel. A week
later, on September 17, Admiral
Denfeld, personnel chief, stated
the Navy totalled 3,415,000, an
increase of 26,000 in one week.

Hazardous for Whom?

Senator George, chairman of
the Senate Finance Committee,
advocated eliminating all cor-
poration excess profits taxes but
maintaining taxes on all Jow in-
comes, because “the complete el-
imination of too many taxpayers
is a rather hazardous undertak-
ing at this time . . , it would be
extremely difficult to get them
back on the tax rolls at any
time in the future.”

Apt Comparisons

Truman on October 16 at a
testimonial dinner praised Chief
of Staff Gen. Marshall as a mil-
itary genius outranking among

others,. even Alexander, Tamer-

lane and Genghis Khan, most
feared of ancient conquerors.

Meeting

Giant Labor Demonstration
Biggest In City's History

Special To THE MILITANT
By Mac Patrick and J. Blake

EOS ANGELES, Oct. 18—More than 20,000
workers, veterans, servicemen, and youth of every
race, creed and color last mght picketed fascist
Rev. Gerald L. K. Smlth s meeting here at the John
H. Francis Polytechnic High School for three
hours in the most powerful demonstration of anti-

, GM Head Wants

'| White House the day before with |

Destruction Of
40-Hour Week

DETROIT, Oct. 21.—As 325,- |
000 General Motors and 90,000 |
Chrysler auto workers were pre-
paring to vote this week for
strike action to win a 30 per
cent wage increase, GM Presi-
dent Charles E. Wilson yester- |
day issuéd a provocative pro-'

al for increasing the work
week from 40 hours to 48 at
straight-time pay, coupled with
a wage rise of only 5 to 8 per
cent.

The arrogant proposal of this
profit - mad monopolist to de-
stroy the 40-hour week, mstead'
of substantially increasing the
war-frozen wages of the workers,
was made following an intimate
conference Wilson held at the

Truman —a conference Wilson
reported as *“‘satisfactory.”

BRAZEN LIES

While hundreds of thousands
of auto workers have been laid
_off, and take-home wages have
been ‘vut an average of 30 per
cent by reduced hours, Wilson
had the gall to ¢claim that length-
ening the work week and in-|
creasing hourly wages by a few
pennies “will keep more people
employed in this country at
good jobs.”

Lying that the giant war-
profits swollen General Motors
Corporation cannot, “afford”
wage increases, Wilson hurled
brazen defiance and threats at

(Continuec on Page 8)

|

—®fascist
|America since the

solidarity i n

 Trotskyist-led 1939 ac-
tlon against the Nazi
Bund rally at Madison
Square Garden in New
York.

The largest picket line this
city has ever seen demonstrated
that no fascist union-busting at-
omizers of the working-class will
gain a foothold here unopposed

by united militant workers’ ac-
tion.

| SMITH SNEAKS IN REAR

Afraid to face the singing,
chanting, banner-bearing mass
of workers before the entrance
to the auditorium, the would-be
fuehrer Smith, his two body-
guards, two plain - clothesmen,
and their companions sneaked
into the building through a dark
and unpicketed rear entrance to
address a mixed audience of less
than a thousand, which included
many unsympathetic observers
as well @s the “Ham and Eggers”
of Willis Allen’s Payroll Guar-
antee Association which spon-
sored the meeting.

The attendance represented a
sharp drop from the 5,000 at
Smith’s last meeting here in
July, and decreased, at least for
the present, the usefulness to Big
Business of this spouter of anti-
labor, anti-Semitic, anti-Negro
viciousness as a fascist organizer
of storm troops.

Instead of “Heil, Hitler"”, “Ham
and Eggs!” was the shouted
greeting with which Allen op-
ened Smith's meeting. His fol-
lowers, about a third of the
audience, responded by rising

(Continued on Page 2)

Holds Firm In

Special To THE MILITANT

SEATTLE, Wash., Oct. 17.—
Some 60,000 Northwest lumber
workers are holding firm in their
strike for a minimum wage of
$1,10 an hour and a 20-cent an
hour *“across the board” in-
crease. They are concluding the
fourth week of their militant
struggle.

The last week has seen the be-
ginning of a break in the hold-
out tactics of the lumber em-
ployers. Several of them in
Washington and Montana have
already met the demands of the
AFL Lumber and Sawmill Work-
ers. Other groups of employers
in Oregon have resumed nego-
tiations.

The strike broke out when
the employers refused even to
discuss any increase in wage.
CONFLICT WITH CIO

A conflict between the LSW-
AFL and the CIO International
Woodworkers of America like-
wise continues unabated. The
IWA - CIO, which is pressing
wage demands similar to the
LSW-AFL and which has taken
a strike vote, has still not “hit
the bricks.”

As reported in the October 13
issue of “The Militant,” the LSW
has been picketing the CIO op-
erations, and the CIO has been
teaming up with employers to
obtain anti - picketing injunc-
tions. l

In the past week, the struggle:

between the LSW and the IWAI

FARRELL DOBBS

For

Mayor

VOTE TROTSKYIST

in the

New York City Elections, Nov. 6

Northwest Lumber Strike

4th Week

has centered on the U. S. Piy-
wood plant in Seattle. At this
plant the AFL pickets at first
were given an enthusiastic wel-
come by the IWA men who im-
mediately shut the plant down.
However, the leadership of the
IWA local, Stalinist in compo-
sition, from the first insisted
that the plant be reopened. They
won a back-to-work vote from
the membership, and failing to
win a court injunction against
the picketing, they decided to
crash the LSW picket line,

STALINIST ACTIONS

Day after day for five days,
the IWA men crashed the pick-
et line with the Stalinist offi-
cials, aided by Hilda Hansen,
secretary of the Seattle CIO
Council, who led the parade.

The ire of the LSW pickets is
understandable. “Here goes 90

(Continued on Page 8)
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20,000 Massed Labor Pickets Warn G.LK. Smith

There’s "No Room For Fascists” In Los Angeles

(Centinued from Page 1)
éx_\d replying in chorus, “Ham
and Eggs!” Smith’s appearance
was greeted with mixed applause
and jeers which quieted down
when Allen threatened to eject
anyone making a disturbance.
Smith, in his speech, blamed
“rich revolutionists" for the “or-
ganized interference” with his
meeting.

MIGHTY PICKET LINE

Outside, the surging picket
line cavering the whole block in
frant of the campus and half a
blogk dawn the side chanted
“Down with fascism! Down with
Smith! Down with fascism!”

. In a smaller compact line
circling before the entrance,
hundreds of high school youths
Jled by the Socialist Youth Club
{loeal Troiskyist youth organi-
milon) wearing red -star arm
bapds and bearing placards with
slogans such as “Youth and La-
bor United Against Fascism,”
shotifed “What’s our schools
oomiing to?” and “We want a
mew school board!” The Stalin-
st Youth for Democracy and
#withs frem more than 22 dif-
ferent schools were represented
Im the general picket line,
VNION OUTPOURING

" Hundreds of placards bearing
o lesend “No Beachhead for
Faselsm in L. A—Local 9 ITUM &
WA” were carried by CIO ship-
yard workers. “UAW-CIO Will
!m‘_x't G. L. K. Smith and Fas-
el Ideologies” was the slogan
oft many auto workers’ placgrds.
The cloth banners of the Dis-
triet CIO Auto Council and the
CYO steel workers added color
to the line.

CTO and AFL unionists march-
ed together with veterans.
Many servicemen in uniform,
and studio strikers, took turns
earrying placards during the
three-hour demonstration. Long-
gheremen, warehousemen, steel
workers, furniture workers, auto
workers, newspapermen and wo-
men, and maritime union meme-
bers were there from the CIO;
teachers, musicians, striking stu-
djo workers from the A¥L; air-
eraft and shipyard workers from
both CI® and AFL.

The Socialist Workers Party
{Trotskyists), the Communist
Party (Stalinists), the Workers
Party and the National Citizens
Politioal  Actien Commiitee
(PAC) eoarried separate slogans
snd plgoards, but marched to-
gether in the picket line despite
pfevious slanderous attempts of
the Stalinists to lahel Trotsky-
ists ks “provocateurs” and to in-
cite the CP ranks against them.

SOLIDARITY FOREVER

-~ Three union sound trucks di-
rected the demanstration, cau-
tiened against disorders, an-
nounced the purpose of the dem-
omstration to by-standers, de-
nounced Smith, and led chant-
ing and singing, very often tak-
ing thelr cue from the songs the
marchers themselves were sing-
ing, as was the case when *“Soli-
darity Forever" became more
and more clearly the song of the
picketers.

More than two hundred police
equipped with riot helmets and
pas measks as well as guns and
¢habs, kept the lines moving and
stobd prepared to protect the
fascists,
%o a¢t, however, was in ejecting
wouthrul hecklers from Smith’s
meetinz, The fascist meeting
broke up an hour after CIO Sec-
vetary Phillip Connelly, “grand
marshal” of the picketers, had
adjourned the demonstration.

After the demonstration, 150
ploketers gatiiored at the So-
clalist Worlkers Party headquar-
tors for informal discussion and
rofreshments, Brief speeches on
the night’s activities were givan
by airoraft workers, steel work-
ers, auto weiiers, garment work-
erg, Jongshoremen, shipyard
workers, veterans and the youth.

=PI

Their only opportunity |

Comrade Myra Tanner Welss,
SWP organizer, welcomed many
new friends of the organizatign
and evaluated the experien¢e of
the demonstration.
SMITH’'S RETURN

The decision to picket Bmith’s
meeting reflected the wide~
spread hatred eof fascism in the
ranks of the local labor move-
ment. Last .July when Smith

announced his intention to es-
tablish his national headquarters
in Los Angeles, 17,000 deter-
mined anti-fascigts staged a gi-
ant protest meeting at the Qlym-
pic Auditorium. Smith left town
announcing he” would return.
Shortly before hisill-fated meet-
ing at Northern High School in
Detroit on September 27, when
an army of club-wielding police
defended Smith from the wrath
of union pickets, he announced
plans for a tour of 30 meetings
in California starting October 1§.

News of Smith's itinerary was
shrouded in secrecy while “Ham
and Eggs” -officials sought per-
mits for meetings in puyblic
schoal auditoriums in Pomonag,
Redlands, 8an Bernardino, Pas-
adena, Long Beach and San Di-
ego. The first news of his plans
for a Los Angeles meeting ap-
peared in the Los Angeles Daily
News, October 12, which an-
nounced the action of the school
board granting Smith permission
to meet Wednesday, October 17,
between 7 and 10 p.m., at the
Francis Pelytechnic High School.

UNIONS VOTE TO PICKET

A few days preeeding this ae-
tion, CID Longshore and Ware-
housemen’s Loeal 1-26 in Wil-
| mington had set up 3 commit-
tee to picket Smith’s meetings,
ealling upon the Jabor mpvement
as a whaele to organige this task.
Similarly, L. A, Young, Spring
and Wire Local 808, UAW-CIO,
had passed a reselution te pick-
et any meeting held by Smith in
Los Angeles. Local 809 ealled
on the District CIO Auto Coun-|
cil to set up 3 committee to
plan united picket action by all
auto locals, and appealed fo both
the AFL and CIO central labor
bodies and the Rallroad Broth-
erhoods to lead the struggle.

The District Auto Council,
meeting October 12, following
news of tfie schpal board’s ac-
tion, unanimausly endorsed the
resolution of Local 809 and set
up a five-man committee to plan
picketing by all auto locals,

The CIO executive board,
meeting the same night in the
same building, was then ap-
proached by the autp workers'
committee with a proposal for a
CIO picket line. Heated debate
ensued with overwhelming oppo-
sition led hy Phillin Connelly,
Stalinist secretary of the CIO
Council. Finally, Connelly called
for a closed aesa}on and the auto
| workers’” committee was com-~
| pelled to leave.
| MORE UNIONS ACT
| The next morning, Saturday,
| October 13, Shipyard Workers’
ILocal & in San Pedro, largest
CIO local on the Wast Coast,
backed up the auto workers by
adopting 8 motion to picket
| Smith’s meeting. That after-
noon it was announced that the
Conference of Studio Unions,
AFL, conducting the militant
 film strike in Hollywood, had
| taken similar action.

The Socialist Workers Party
issued a printed leaflet calling
upon the Los Angeles workers
i to support the picket line called
' by the unions listed above, and

|

|

intensified ifs efforts to gain
support for this action by all
anti-fascist organizations. That
| night, the SWP Jeaflet was dis- |
| tributed at a meeting of 10,000

i at  the Olympie Auditorium,
| called in defense of the studio
| strikers, therehy acquainting
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Leaflet Of Los Angeles SWP

Werkers of Los Angeles:

JOIN THE ANTI-FASCIST PICKET LINE

CALLED BY THE~—

Los Angeles CIO Council .

United Auto Workers District Council CIO
Conference of Studio Unions Council (on strike) AFL
Warehousemen's Union 126 ILWU

Int’l Union of Marine & Shipbuilding Workers Local 9

And many others

]

TO STOP
FASCIST GERALD L. K. SMITH

TO STOP
All Fascist, Anti-Labor, Anti-Semitic,
Anti-Negro, Activities and Plots

@ THOUSANDS WILL FORM A MASS PICKET LINE @ -

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 17t, 6:00 P.M. SHARP

a POLYTECHNIC HIGH SCHOOL

400 W. Washington Boulevard, Los Angeles (Washioglea 21 Kop)

Issued by: Socialist Workers Parly, Los Angeles Loeal
232 South Hill St., Room 200, VAndike 7936

workers from all sections with
the plan fer a picket line.
Connelly, who appeared as &
main speaker, denounced the
leaflet, attacked the Socialist
Workers Party as “trouble mak-
ers,” and lamely proceeded to
announce that the CIQ wauld
conduct a picket line if the
school board should fail, at &
hearing scheduled for Monday,
October 16 at p p.m., to revoke
the permit granted 8mith. Con-
nelly’s duplicity was revealed
the following day when inquir-
ies proved that ne technical

preparations were under way by
the CIO to inform its member-

ship and the public at large of
picketing plans,

LOCALS PREPARE

In the meantime, the unions
spearheading the antl - fascist
mohilization proceeded on their
own Initiative to publicize the
action. Local 8 and Local 1-26
undertook the organization of a
harbor area committee whieh
secured representation from the
National Maritime Union, the
Oil Workers, and Local 1-13
ILWU, all CIQ, They jointly js-
sued 35,000 leaflets and arranged
for sound trucks and hundreds
of placards. The auto workers’
commitiee arranged gistribu-
tions of more than 20,000 leaf-

1€I0. The Stalinist officialdom

lets at auto plants and else-
where,

By Monday afternoon the en-
tire labor movement had bheen
glerted and requests peured intp
the CIO office for leaflets and
placards from all gegtions of the

replied with evasion and prom-
ises, doing absolutely nothing to
rally the masses, and silently
hoping the school board would
revoke the permit.

Despite the protests of repre-
sentatives of 500 organizations
representing more than a million
people, the schoo! hoard abstin-
ately refused to revoke the per-
mit, Myra Tanper Weiss, or-
ganizer of the Leos Angeles sec-
fion of the Socialist Workers
Party, denounced the actlon of
the school heoard as support to
Bmith, and hailed the gotlon of
the ©OIO in planning & picket
line.

UNIONS DEMAND ACTION

That night the Mobilization
for Demacracy, & participating
body comprising all organiza-
tions which appeared at a con-
ference last July to combat
Smith's plans, convened to plan
action in the light of the schoo)
board’s decision, After hearing
a report and long-winded speech-
es skirting the real issue, Ed
Gursky, member of the UAW
committee, demanded that dis-
cussion be limited to plans for
action against Smith.

Reporting for the autp work-

ers, he informed the assemblage
of the activities of the District
Auto Council in mobilizing it
ranks for picketing on Wednes-
day and called an the Maobiliza-
tion for Democracy to record
itself in favor. Others reparted
on the actiyities of the unions
in the harbor area and an-
nounced the support of the stu-
dio strikers,

The reports of the trade un-
ionists were greeted with whole-
hearted applapse and a unani-
mous vete was recorded on the
motion te pickef. Recognizing
the leadership of the union
movement In the struggle, 8 pro-
posal was made to appoint Con-
nelly, official figurehead of the
CIO, “marshal” of the demen-
stration.

CP OPPOSES MILITANCY

After the body decided that
the executive commitiee of the
MFD would serye as the pfficial

How The SWP Helped Mobilize
Anti-Fascist Pickets In

By James Dall

LOS ANQGFLES, Oect. 18 —
Vigilantly en guard against Ge-
rald L. XK. Smith’'s plans, the So~
cialist Workers Party conducted
an intensive campaign amongst
anti-fascist organizations in this
area to prepare well in advance
for unified picket action against
any meeting Smith might dare
to hold here, The following out-
lines the SWP preparatory cam-
paign prior to the giant labor
picket line agsinst Smith here
last night,

On October 6, six days before
news of Smith's October 17
meeting was announced, the Los
Angeles Local of the SWP sent

forces immediately in counter
move to stop Smith eampaign by
mass picketing."
INTENSIFY CAMPAIGN

The following day, October 12,
the L, A. Daily News announced
Smith had heen granted a permit
for October 17 to speak here'at
Polytechnic High School. The
entire SWP membership was
immmediately instructed to inten-
sity its efforts to mobilize union
support for mass picketing. The
SWP telephoned the AFL Cen-
tral Labor Unfon and other anti-
fascist organizations urging
picket action,

Backing up the votes to picket
passed by UAW.CIO District

night letters to the AFL, CIO,| Auto Council on October 12,
Railroad Brotherhooeds, National | CIO International Longshore-
Association for the Advance., men and Warehousemen’s Local

ment of Colored People, Jewish

1-26 on October 11, and CIO

! thousand

LA.

at 8 p. m,, 350 to a Mobilization
for Democracy meeting. Four
additional leaflets
were distributed at three Jewish
Community Centers and in the
neighborhoods,

The next day, October 16, the
SWP distributed 18,000 leaflets
at garment, rubber, steel, auto
and aircraft plants, shipyards
and docks and to the studio
strikers, in & 30-mile radius of
L.A. A request was made for 500
SWP leaflets by an AFL carpen-
ters’ local for a membership
mailing.

On October 17, the morning
of the demonstration, 2,000
SWEP leaflets were distributed.
All preparations for picketing

were concluded with the paint-

ing of banners, making of arm
bands, etc., That night the So-
cialist Workers Party and 'rrot-‘

Labor Committee, Anti-Defama-| Marine and Bhipbullding Loeal | skyist Youth marched as contin-

and
Party,

tion League

(Stalinist) emphasizing

15,000 leaflets on October 13 ur-

the need for “adequale advance | ging workers to respond in mass

preparation” and “a

united | to the picket call of these un-
council of action ready to sum- |

ions, Three thousand of these

mon all anti-fascist forces on a leaflets were distributed at the |

moment’s notice.," A direct pro-
posal was made to the Com-
munist Party for a “joint confer-
ence to discuss plans for tLis
anti-fageist campaign.”

URGE MASS PICKETING

An SWP press release refer-
ring to the night lstters em-
phasized the above points, cit-
ing the experience of the anti-
fascist demonstration in Detroit
where short notice handicapped
the mobilization of pickets.

The next day, October 7, the

SWP and Socialist Youth Club |

(Troskyist) sent letters to all
friends and sympathize noti-
fying them of our action and ur-
ging: 1. mass picketing; 2. com-
mittees of action in all organ-
izations to prepare In advance
for anti-fascist mobilization; 3.
a city-wide council of action to
coordinate and direct the strug-
gle.

On October 11, when Smith's
meeting for October 19 in Pasa-
dena was first announced, the
SWP sent immediate night let-

ters to the AFL, CIO, NAACP,

Anti-Defamation League, Mobil-
ization for Democracy and Com-
munist Party urging ‘‘Impera-
tive labor movement and minor-
ity groups rally anti-fascist

Olympic Auditorium meeting
called in defense of the Holly-
wood studio strikers. This was
the first information issued to
the working class in general
about the decisions of local un-
ions to picket.

The following day, October 14,
the Red Sunday Mobillzation for
sale of Miltant subs was ulilized
to publiclze union action.
members visited Negro churches
with  announcements of the
picket line to be read from the
pulpits.  An SWP public forum
in the ovening discussed
danger of Smith to the labor
movement. and minorities. An
enthusiastic audience contribut-
rd $153 to help finance the anti-

' faselst campalign.

PLANT DISTRIBUTIONS

On October 15 four thousand
copies of the original SWP leaf-
lets were mailed to The Militant
subscribers here, Five thousand
leaflets were distriputed in the
harbor area to CIO shipyard
workers and longshoremen. Two
thousand leaflets were distribu-
ted at L. A, plants. The same
day, 20,000 new leaflets an-
nouncing CIO Counell support
were ordered, At 5 p. m., 500
leaflets were distributed at the

Communist | @ on October 13, the SWP Issued | €ents In the mass picket line.

TROTSKYIST AIM l

The party campaign was|
geared to Inspire  and mobilize
full support for the picket ac-
tion voted by the unions, and

leadership of the demonstration,
numerous proposals were sub-
mitted from the floor on ques-
tions of arganigation, A mo-
tlon was passed on the initiative
of the Stalinists subjecting all
banners to the discipline of the
top commitfee, revealing their
fear of militant slogans.

Heated discussien arose eyer
a proposal to call a holiday of
school children on Wednesday to
protest the gction of the school
beard, An official spokesman
for the Communist Party In op-
posing this proposal directly at-
tacked the Spcialist Workers
Party as “super-militants whe
play inta the hands of faselsts.”

He neglected to explain the
failure of the Communist Party,
which publishes the only so-
called working-class daily pa-
per in Los Angeles, the People’s
Warld, to issue a call to action
against Bmith. Instead he lgyd-
ed the Mobiligatipn for Democ-
racy as having shown the way,
completely white -~ washing its

G. L. K. SMITH

hush-hush policy, and gave ab-
solutely no credit to the real
forces in the union movement
who had taken the initiative in
organizing the struggle.

TROTSKYIST REPLY

The chairman attempled to
suppress Myra Tanner Weiss of
the SWP on the pretext of press-
ing business when she asked for
a point of personal privilege to
refute the Stalinist slander. Up-
on protests from the audience,
however, -she was granted an
opportunity to partfally reply.
Referring to the bitter lessons
of the fight against fascism in
Europe, she emphasized the need
for militant struggle and intro-
duced a motion to picket all of
Smith’s meetings In the L. A.
area, which was adopted by gen-
eral agreement.

Underscoring the Stalinist
bankruptcy was the fact that
only on the day of the demon-
stration did their People’s World
carry a lead article calling for
picketing of B8mith’s meeting.
The CIO officialdom eontinued
their do-nothing policy, issuing
no leaflets and limping behind
the frantic requests for leaflets
and placards which poured in
from all CIO locals. The Mobil-
ization for Democracy placed an
ad in one local daily paper on
Tuesday, the only widespread
publicity they employed,

A STALINIST CRIME
The facts clearly indicate the
criminal responsibility of the

Stalinist officialdom in the trade
union movement in failing to

organize in advance adequate

preparation for picketing Smith '

But the vigilant hostility of
the Los Angeles workers to fas-
cism is clearly shown by their
splendid turnout on such short
notice, Had the official union
leadership shown initintive andg
responsibility, additional tens aof

i was stepped up to high when | thousands would have taken theiv

SWP |

| picket,
the |

Board of Education hearing and

Shipyard Local 9 voted to picket. |
Recognizing that the auto work- |
ers comwined with the shipyard
workers constituted a solid basis
for mass picket action, an SWP|
leaflet calling for workers' sup- |
port of their action was printed
and Immediately distributed.

When Connelly, Stalinist CTO
Secretary. reversed his position
under mass pressure and an-
nounced the CIO also would
a new leaflet was im-
mediately printed listing the
CIO as the main sponsoring or- |
ganizatlon. The aim of the SWP
was to arouse the labor move-
ment as the only effective force
to combat the fascists and to
support the mass organizations
in mobilizing the anti-fascist
forces.

The Stalinist leaders, on the
other hand, sought to frame up
the Trotskyists with accusations
of “provocateurs” and “trouble-
makers” hurled by Connelly and
in the Stalinist Peoples World.
But many rank and file Stalin-
ists, genuinely eager to fight
Smith, openly expressed sympa-
thy towards the SWP, helped
to distribute its leaflets, and
publicly condemned their own
leadership.

viace heside the 20,000 mili-
tant workers who demonstrated
that there shall be “No IHead-
quarters for Smith in L. A

Vote Trotskyist

In the Coming
New York Elections

Among other important issucs,
the Socialist Workers Party
Elcction Platform advecates:

WORKING CLASS
POLITICAL ACTION!

The meodern battles of labor are
being fought out more and more
on the political field. To support
any of the boss politicians or boss
parties is to stab labor in the back.

BUILD AN INDEPENDENT

LABOR PARTY!

Take labor's fight
halls of the legislatures and
Congress. Establish a worker’s
and farmers’ government!

into the

s

TIVR
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Avery Wins Again

No, 1 Open-Bhopper Sewell L,
Avery announced on October- 18,
the day the Army relinquished
its control over the Montgomery
Ward properties “'seized’ last De~
cember, that it was ‘“not prob-
able that our pesition will great-
ly change” with respect to sign-
ing a2 union confract with the
CIO United Retail, Wholesale
and Dept. Store Employees.

Thus, after the government
twice broke strikes of the Ward
workers with “seizures” under the
pretext of enforcing WLB orders
agaipst Avery, the workers are
left helding the bhag onge more.

“More than $1,000,000 in back
pay” due “under the War Lahor
Board directives” is awing the
workers, stated Irving Abram-
son, Ward union organizing cam-
paign director. “The government
is now in default of its own di-
rectives.”

But the government In operat-
ing the Ward properiies laid out
$1,200,000 more than it took in.
And the government has agreed,
temporarily it claims, to waive
rayment of §480,680 of this sum
that the company demanded as
“damages” for “illegal selzure.”
Ward’s net profits for the six
months ending July 31, 1945,
were the highest in its history,
§10,816,102.

Here ig the classic example of
what happens when the eapi-
talist gavernment ‘“seizes” capi-
talist property .in a labor dis-
pute, It has but ene funetion—
strike-hreaking. But Avery is still
riding high after four years of

defying government directives.
L - L

They're Still Finks!

Out in the Pacific Northwest
where 60,000 AFL Lumber and
Bawmill Workers members are
on strike for higher wages, Stal-
inist leaders of the rival CIO
International Woodworkers are
maintaining their record low for
anti-labor treachery.

Instead of joining forces with
the AFL workers to win higher
wages for all the lumber work-
ers, the Stalinists have gone into
the boss courts to use one of the
most vicious employer weapons
against labor — the injunction,
to prevent AFL workers from
picketing plants where CIO men
work,

The Union Reglster, official
organ- of the AFL Lumber Work-
ers, on October 12 published a

jointly in the Washington State
Superior Court for Pierce County
at Tacoma, Wash, signed by
Robert Blakely, president of IWA-
CIO Local '2-157, and J, P. Wey-
erhaeuser, Jr., president eof the
White River Lumber Co. ’

The Union Register charged
that the injunctions issued on
the complaint of the CIO uniong
each required a $1,000 bond —
obligingly put up by the com-
panies. “In NO case has an op-
erator filed a ‘complaint’ merely
in the company’s name, but in
EVERY case the boss has paid
for the injunction.”

In defonse of the CIO rank
and file, thousands of whom have
jolned the picket lines or re-
fused to cross them, the AFL
paper points out that the Stal-

NOTES

By Joseph Keller

photograph of a complaint filed!

UNIONN
e

inist leaders have “prostituted”
their “organizations against the
will of the members, and #that
#CJQ members themselvea were
said to be hotly protesting t(he
whole maneuver ss ‘shameless
boss gollaboration,’ contrary to
the. spirit and practica of er-
ganiged labar,”

Randolph’s Warning

A. Philip Randolph, president
of the AFL Sleeping Car Parfars,
last week warned Congress that
“The social chemistry in many
gities throughout the epuntry in-
dicates  inmevitahle  violenge”
against racial apd other mp-
ority groups unless Congress
takes steps, through a Fair Em-
ployment praetices Bill, to pro-
tect racial and national minoy-
ities in the period ef reconver-
sion. The hope of the minorities
for “fair and equal ehanes to
work,” said Randalph, “is shap-
ing speedily inte & demand
voiced mere often in eyery eity
by leaders snd rank apd file
alike. It is the slogan “The Right
to Wark is the Right to Live.”

Randolph stated that “anti-ap-
cial employers, are, thanka to
Congressional inactien and & dy-
ing war-time FEPC, reeconvest-
ing. But they are resonverting to
their old habits of discrimingtien
against Jews and Cathaolies, Ne-
groes and Mexicans, Their pal-
icy once more is to divide the
workers and huild cheap laber
markets. This is the very basic
invitation to violence.”

Coming UAW Sirike

On October 24, the Cepersl
Motors workers take g strike
vote, to be followed by similar
votes in Ford and Chrysler, 4n
interesting article on “The Cam-
ing Strike Struggle,” reflectipe
the views of the CIO auto ynpjon
rank and file, gppears in a re-
cent issue of the A€ Sparkler,
organ of the AC Spark Plug Lo-
cal 651, UAW-CIO, Flint, Migh.
It was written by Alabama
Rodgers, Shop Committee Chair«
man,

It analyzes the UAW leader-
ship In the light of its recent ¢~
tions and states ‘“one must ea
to the conclusion that our leas:
ership is nat equal to the strepgth
of our Union, the largest apd
most dynamic Union in the en-
tire world.” .

The article scores the actianm
af the UAW hoard in ‘postpon-
ing the convention “in flagrant
violation” of the UAW constitye
tion and its strikehreaking
against the Kelspy-Hayes worke
ers in Detroit,

It also takes up the “strategy”
proposed to strike one bhig care
poration at a time. The article
notes that “for the Jast tgn
vears and more there has begn
na competition hetween the Big
Three (GM, Ford, GChrysler).
Prices of cars are set by the
Big Three and they go down
the line together.” o

Rodgers concludes: “We have
to shut down the whole aute
industry the way the mine worke
ers shut down the oceal indus-
try. United we oan take them all
on, divided they can pit their
whole strength against one seer

tion at a {ime and smash us.”

by Art Preis
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INTERNATIONAL
NOTES

France

' . The extent of inflation in
France is vividly indicated by
the way prices have skyrocketed
on common household articles
since 1939.

Shoes have gone up 4,500 per
cent.

Food prices have mounted just
as fantastically on the black mar-
ket. Tea and butter have soared
1,500 per cent, Potatoes 1,700 per
cent. Coffee 3,300 per cent. Su-
gar 6,400 per cent. Soap 8,000
per cent.

Australia

Ferocious treatment of Japa-
nese prisoners of war is planned
by the Australian Government,
according to an October 11 broad-
cast of the Melbourne radio.
Prisoners held at New Giinea
will be forced to work 12 hours
& day except Sunday. They must
walk to the working place if it is
within one hour’s distance.

No wages whatsoever will be
paid these slave laborers and
they will be ruled with iron dis-
cipline. Clothing of the unfor-
tunate victims will be numbered
so that they can easily be identi-
fied like convicts.

The Japanese will be forced
to build 13 concentration camps,
each holding 10,000, persons,
where they will be held.

. Since this policy is in direct
violation of the Geneva Conven-
tion relating to treatment of
prisoners of war, the Austral-
ian Government will cease call-
ing the Japanese “prisoners of
" war,” From now on they will be
labelled “disarmed enemy troops
who have been beaten in bat-
ue‘.

Greece -

Archbishop Damaskinos, ap-
pointed regent last December 20
by George IT of the hated Glucks-
burg dynasty, formed a new cab-
inet October 17. He took the pre-
miership himself. With the excep-
tion of the former Premier Voul-
garis and his secretary, the com-
position of the new cabinet re-
mains the same as the one which
resigned eight days previously.

Ddmaskinos acted in consul-
tation with British authoritics
who command Allied troops hold-
ing down the Greek people.

Voulgaris had resigned as pres-
sure mounted against holding the
early election projected by the
British despots and their native
tools. Thousands of workers re-
main in the foul dungeons of the
puppet regime and additional
thousands of soldiers who muti-
nied in Egypt are still kept in
concentration camps by the
British. Under such conditions
the Greek people know an elec-
tion could not possibly be re-
presentative.

The aggressiveness of reaction
in Greece is indicated by the
brazen demonstration staged by
Rightists in Athens October 12.
The police used no violence
against them. Last year when the
Greek masses demonstrated in
Constitution Square they were

fired upon by the police and|. . .

British troops.

Philippines

The exorbitant cost of living
in Manila is creating great un-
rest among the workers. Although
the labor gnovement is still dis-
organized as a result of the war,

strike action has already started,

The RCA Telegraphic Opera-
tors went out on strike October
3. The capitalist' press reports
they are demanding a wage in-
crease of more than 100 per cent
above 1941. Employes from the
United States walked out in sym-
pathy with their Filipino fellow
workers.

Some 150 employes of t.he Met-
ran Bus Co. struck for higher
wages, and more strikes were
said to be impending in the
neighboring province of Pam-
pangas.

Norway

With the tabulation, still in- .

complete, the Arbeiderparti, Nor-
way's Labor Party, gained a clear
majority of 75 seats out of 150
in the recent election for the
Storting (Parliament). This is
the first election in nine years.
It reveals unmistakably that Nor-
way like England is swinging left- |
ward in politics.

The Stalinists got fewer seats
than they had expected. They
had counted on & minimum of
ten but present reports indicate
seven will be the maximum.

The gains of.the Labor Party
were made at the expense of the
Conservative Party which lost
eight seats and the Agrarian
Party which lost seven. Unlike
the British election, the par-
ties of the center were not cut
down, Instead of losing its two
seats, © the Christian Peoples
Party gained another seven. The
Liberal Party lost only two of
its former 23 seats.

Japan

Tokyo saw Its first hunger
march, according to the Inter-
national News Service, when 5,-
000 persons paraded through the
streets October 16, carrying
banners demanding “Save us
from starvation.”

A mass meeting in Hibiya
Park formed the New Japan
Working Mass Political Party
and then marched to the offi-
cial residence of Premier Shide-
hara to present their demands
for food. Another large group
marched to Gen. 'MacArthur’s
headquarters to present a peti-
tion which read in part: “We
bez you with sincerity: and im
tears of blood that you will pre-
vent Japan’s innocent.- people
from starving to death.”

Korea |

Hopes of the Korean people
that the American conquerors
will grant them early independ-
ence have received another bru-
tal blow. Maj. Arnold, appoint-~
ed as military governor of Kores,
on October 13 denounced as a
“fraud” a report in the Korean
press that an election would be
bheld March 1, 1946.

“Such boyishness, even by old
men,” declared the General, “will
be .allowed to evaporate like
smoke into the air”
that “peace and order are not en-
dangered , . .”

“If . . . there are venal men
so foolish as to think they
can take to themselves and ex-
ercise any of the legitimate func-
tions of the Government of Ko-
rea,” continued the American
commander, “let them pinch
themselves and awaken to the
realities of the situation. Let us
have no more of this.”

Review of the Month:
Stalin and the Far East

American Rule of Japan

War Guilt in the Pacific

Class Struggles in Nigeria

The Chinese Revolution
Inside Fourth International

The Situation in the Far East
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British D

ock Strike Remains Solid;
50,000 Stevedores Reported Out

The British dock strike con-®
tinues solid despite the efforts
of the Government, union offi-
cials and Stalinists to break it.
Estimates of the number of strik-
ers range as high as 50,000, The
“back-to-work” movement so far
has proved a complete fizzle. |

Striving desperately to crush.:
this greatest dock strike since @
1926, the Government is bring- &
ing back troops from the con-' §
tinent to unload the 300 ships-
tied up in British ports. Some |
10,000 soldiers are now being |
forced to act as strikebreakers. | @

The strike began a month ago.
in Liverpool when small groups |

ome:

of Longshoremen, {fighting to
maintain and improve wage
standards, began walking out

against the orders of the offi- K
jcial union heads. The appar-| ¥
ently “spontaneous” strike is led
by a number of rank and file
committees,

The committee in Liverpool is
typical. According to the Mid-
September Socialist Appeal, of-
ficial organ of the British Trot-
skyists, the Liverpool committee
called for action some time ago.
“The London dock workers,” re-
ports the Socialist Appeal, “wel-
comed this committee and im-
mediately subscribed” funds to
aid it.

“Against the union officials

Votmg To Stay On Strtke

London Jongshoremen doom the back-to-work movement of the union officialdom by
voting to keep their strike solid. The dock workers are demanding $5 a day—an increase of
§1,90—a 40-hour week, abolition of piece-work, improved medical services, and in sthe case
of the Liverpool committee, reorganization ef the Transportand General Workers Union.

and the Stalinists, who tried to
prevent a national link-up, this
commitice established contact
with London and other import-
ant ports. Every militant dock
worker throughout the country!
hailed this essential step for-
ward, every capitalist newspaper
met it with abuse; every trade
union official and Stalinist
stooge tried to smash it.”

In French

Special to THE MILITANT
PARIS, France, Oct. 8. —

Trotskyists Run Candidates

General Election

working class parties, however, , The Trotskyist candidates are
(Stalinists and Socialists) who |asking the workers to vote in
gained 45 per cent of the elect- the referendum as follows: “Yes”

A series of demonstrations,
student strikes, clashes between
police and opponents of the
Peron regime in Argentina have
been given great prominence in
the capitalist press.. They re-
joiced over the October 9 coup
d'etat when Peron apparently

was removed by the officer caste.
“Democratic rights,” said the
Wall Street press, might now be
reborn in Argentina. But a few
days later, on October 17, to the
accompaniment of demonstra-
tions from Peron's followers, the
dictator was back in power.

The American capitalist press
pictures the events in Argentina
as a struggle between ‘‘demo-
cratic” and “anti - democratic”
forces. Peron is cast in the rgle
of the “anti-democrat.” This is
a repetition of Wall Street's at-

The Role Of Imperialism
In The Argentine Events

By Joseph Hansen

question of the destiny of f.he
Latin American countries. The
interlude of the ‘good neighbor’
policy is coming to an end.
Roosevelt or his successor will
quickly take the iron fist out of
the velvet glove.

“The theses of the Fourth In-
ternational state: ‘South and
Central America cannot free
themselves from backwardness
and servitude except by uniting
all their states in a powerful
federation. This grandiose his-
toric task is destined to be solved
not by the belated South Amer-
ican bourgeoisie, the completely
prostituted agency 'of foreign
imperialism, but by the young
South American proletariat, the
destined leader of the oppressed
masses.

“‘Therefore, the slogan for the

titude in 1943 when the Peron
clique overthrew the Ramon Cas-
tillo regime which had been de- |
nounced by American Big Busi-

‘tion-wide, the Trotskyists were

Trade union officials and the
Stalinists ‘“‘began a national
campaign against these commit-
tees and their attempts to form
a national movement. This cam~
paign was, and still is princi-
pally directed against the Trot-
skyists and our revolutionary
communist policy.”

When the strike became na-

accused of having instigated it.
The same reactionary maneuver
was utilized in the spring of 1944
when coal mine and shipyard
strikes swept Britain, The po-
lice raided Trotskyist headquar-
ters hunting for “evidence.” The
Churchill regime then threw
Trotskyist leaders into prison.
However, the present strike,
like the ones last year, is not
due to the ‘“agitation” of the
Trotskyists. They supported the
strikers then and support the!
strikers now, but they did not|

Despite the severe handicap
of having to post 20,000
francs for each candidate, the
French Trotskyists are par-
ticipating in the general
election scheduled for Oc-
tober 21. Two lists of candi-
dates in Paris and Grenoble
have been drawn up by the
Parti Communiste Interna-
tiohaliste, French Section of
the Fourth International.

The Trotskyists have a heroic
political record. They were the
first to publish an underground
paper during the Nazi occupa-
tion. They suffered terrible
casualties when the Nazi con-
querors tried to stamp out the
resistance movement. The de
Gaulle regime likewise persecut-
ed the Trotskyists, It was only
recently that they were able to
{speak at public meetings.

In the recent cantonal elec-

| become the two wings of a fu-

orate, are moving rightward.
De Gaulle's main suppors
comes from the new Catholic
bourgeois party MRP (Repub-
lican Popular Movement). But
the Socialists also are helping
him. Leon Blum, one of the
Socialist heads, declared that the
Stalinists and the MRP must

ture government dominated by
the Socialists. Blum hopes to
ride both horses at once with-
out being thrown.

MASSES MOVE LEFT

The Stalinists ,are repeating

. maneuver they tried in
1935-36. They are supporting
the Radicals to prevent the
Socialists from becoming the
leading party in the parliament.
The Radicals, however, are
thoroughly discredited. The
scandals of the Third Republic
are still fresh in the public mind.
The Radicals did nothing in the

on the proposal to make the as-
sembly constitutional and “no”
on the proposal to limit its
powers, The Socialists are vot-
ing “yes” on the second ques-
tion in line with de Gaulle’s fol-
lowers.

The events in Indo-China
have aroused little protest in the
French press. Outside of the
Trotskyists only the daily
Franc - Tireur has come out
unequivocally for the right of
the - Indo-Chinese to declare
their independence from French
imperialism. The same paper
protested de Gaulle’s arrest of
Indo-Chinese jn Paris who de-
manded the independence of
their country.

- " 0

The Singapore correspondent
of the London Daily Telegraph
reported last Tuesday that “the
secret ring of the Annamese
leadership working behind the

provided |

“cause” the strikes. |tions the Trotskyists ran a few
The British workers resorted candidates, but weré hamprred
to the strike weapon to keep mp by financial difficulties and the
their standard of living and to|oppressive measures of the de
counter the attempts of thelGaulle regime.
bosses to place the burdens of The cantonal elections proved
the imperialist war on the backs' how vigorously the masses are
of the working cla.ss ' moving lertward The largest

Resistance movement and play-
ed a reactionary role in 1940 by
supporting Petain. While the
Radicals may gain from Stalin-
ist support, the Stalinists on the
other hand cannot escape the
consequences of consorting with
such political bedfellows,

Hanoi government is composed
of about a dozen people. Two
or three are Communists, a few
others are of Communist neigh-~
borhood. Some of them have
attended the school of agitators
of Moscow for the Far Eastern
osuntries. One is Trotskyite.”

Trotskyist Calls On
To Back Detroit’s

(Continued from Page 1)
in the next two years equal to the best pre-war years without pay-
ing one cent in taxes. What remained of the so-called free enter-
prise system has now become the guarantced profit system.

Wikile Big Business has been taking care of its own post-war
needs, what guarantees have the workers received against unem-
ployment and insecurity? Very, very little. Even the miserable $25
weekly allowance for the unemployed proposed by the Kilgore Bill
was rejected by Congress. In many instances workers have been
obliged to take jobs at weekly wages of one-half what they had
been previously receiving. There are innumerable cases where
workers have been denied compensation because they refused to
take such a large pay cut.

This is the true picture, not only in Detroit but throughout
the whole country. This election gives the worker, and the vet-
eran who is taking his place beside the worker in the plant, the
first opportunity since the end of the war to express themselves
on the important issues facing them. In_most cities the workers
and veterans are prevented from voting for their own interests
because they are given only the choice of two capitalist candidates,
the choice between Tweedledee and Tweedledum. We in Detroit,
however, are very fortunate in being able to cast our votes for
genuine labor candidates and against the candidates of Big
Business.

The main issue of this campaign is jobs for all, Big Business
found no difficulty in keeping the plants operdting in war time.
But we already see that monopoly capitalism has neither the
ability nor the desire to operate all plants for full peace-time
production. We have not forgotten that for an entire decade
before the war there were between 11 and 17 million unemployed.

Big Business was able to solve the unemployment crisis only
through the medium of war. Are we in for a repeat performance?
Are we to be faced once again with mass layoffs, depression and
misery, to be followed by World War Number Three and perhaps
total annihilation by atomic bombs? Why cannot factories oper-

rials and workers to produce for plenty.

What Program For Labor?

True, the corporations cannot make as large profits by pro-
ducing the necessary peace-time goods. Bosses naturally prefer
an army of idle to keep wages down and thus maintain a higher
rate of profit. To Ford and the rest of the Sixty Families who
are the real rulers of this country, both men and plants are ex-
pendable. But the working class and middle class have every-
thing to gain from an eoonomy of plenty as against an economy
of scarcity.

The workers want hlzher wages 0 buy the many things that
modern Industry can produce. With present-day technology the
workers see no reason why they should be called upon to work

long hours. As against the program ef Big Business which calls
for the shwiting down of planis and the employment of Sewer

ate in peacetime? We have the necessary plants, machinery, mate- |

Radio Audience

Labor Candidates

workers at longer hours, the workers want all the men and women
tn work shorter hours in all the available plants. As long as there
is one worker out of a job, the hours of work are too long. The
choice is therefore clear: either the continuing rule of the Sixty
Families or sixty million jobs.

-+ The Socialist Workers Party states frankly that the question
of jobs for all can be fully solved only by the scrapping of this
outlived capitalist system and its replacement by a socialist society
of plentysBut we also have a program to meet the most imme-
diate needs of the working class today. As it- appears in our
weekly paper, The Militant, our program calls for the government
operation of all government-built plants and of all idle plants. To
prevent Big Business from interfering with the smooth function-
ing of these government-operated plants we ask that they be
placed under workers' control.

Secondly, we ask for an increase in wages to meet the in-
creased cost of living. This way the workers can purchase the
commodities that are being produced. And, thirdly, we call for
a reduction in the work week to thirty hours with no reduction
in pay. Only this program will solve the growing friction between
workers and unemployed, between worker and returning veteran,
between white and colored workers, between men- and women
workers.

Why We Support Frankensteen

*We do not wish,to give the impression that Frankensteen is
in full agreement wit,h our program. But we state emphatically
that his election will make it easier for the working class to put
this program into effect. Having a labor mayor in Detroit will
make it more difficult for the auto companies either to provoke
strikes or to enforce lockouts.

The plight of the unemployed would at once be eased, for no
labor mayor dare permit the, callous disregard of the unemployed
as was shown by Mayor Jeffries after V-J Day. Frankensteen would
be in a position to at once institute a large scale program of
public works. He could increase wages of city employes and thus
provide a fine example for industry and could, with the aid of the
Detroit workers, apply pressure on Big Business if it failed to
follow suit.

He could likewise enforce a reduction in the work week among
city employes to 30 hours with no reduction in pay. With the help
of Detroit workers he could put pressure on Congress to pass
similar laws in the interests of labor. He could set the example for
all other cities in this country and encourage the workers there
also to elect labor candidates.

The next two years will undoubtedly witness a great upheaval
on the part of the entire labor movement in this couniry, especially
in Detroit. Under these circumstances labor will have a much bet-
ter opportunity to defend its rights if it has in office labor men.
For this reason we Trotskyists call upen the people of Detroit
to vole for Frankensteem for Mayor and Doll, Hill and Edwards
for Commaon Couneil.

/

| pro-Nazi.
‘ment was hailed as “democratic”
‘ by Washington and speedily rec- |
ognized,

‘SUSPICIOUS CONCERN

“democracy” in Argentina is all
the more suspicious in the light
of its complacency about the
brutal dictatorial rule of Vargas
in the neighboring country of
Brazil.

The political situation in Ar-

complicated than the capitalist
press makes it out to be. Argen-
tina has long been the economic
and political battleground of
rival imperialist powers. Up un-
til the First World War, British
capital dominated in Argentina.
After that war, Yankee imper-
ialism made great inroads. How-
ever, in 1931 during the depres-
sion, British capital staged a
comeback, Shortly thereafter
Japanese capitalism began pen-
etrating South America. After
the rise of Hitler, German cap-
italism muscled in likewise.

A [four - cornered imperialist
commercial and financial war
raged in South America, with
one of the sharp focuses located
in Argentina. The various pow-
ers, of course, did not hesitate
to encourage and even to help
finance native political group-
ings which would represent their
interests. It must be added that
the influence of German and
Japanese imperialism was ex-
tremely weak compared to that
of the British and American,

With the outbreak of the Sec-
ond World War, Germany and
Japan were eliminated overnight
because of their weaknesses in
sea power. Great Britain, fight-
ing tooth and nail for survival,
had to watch with helpless rage
while Wall Street moved in on
the British holdings and spheres
of influence. -

NATIVE CAPITALISTS

Complicating the situation in
Argentina, however, was the
growth of a relatively strong
native capitalist class. Like all
such classes the Argentine cap-
italists maneuver for the best
possible position. On the one
side they exploit the Argentine
workers. But they are willing
at times to permit -the Argentine
people to express their well-
grounded hatred of ruthless
Yankee imperialism in order
thereby to drive a better bargain
with the foreign capitalists.

The aim of the American cap-
italists to dominate Argentina is
further complicated by the fact
that they cannot offer an ade-
quate import market for Argen-
tine products. Wall Street wants
to ship machines, automobiles,
etc. to the Argentine market,
but in return cannot accept Ar-
gentina’s beef and other agri-
cultural products without fur-
ther dislocating agriculture in
the United States. Meanwhile
the Argentine capitalists hope to
find future markets in Europe,
the difficulty there being Eur-
ope’s inability to pay or to ex-
port machined products after
the . frightful devastation of the
Second World War.

Five years ago Leon Trotsky
forecast a period of stormy po-
litical crises in South America.
In the Manifesto of the Fourth
International on the Imperialist
War and the Proletarian Revo-
lution, he wrote:

“The monstrous growth of
armaments in the United States
prepares for a violent solution
of the complex contradictions in
the Western hemisphere and
should scon pose point-blank the

gentina is obviously far more!

struggle against the violence ama
{he intrigues of world capitalismn
| and against the blood - stailned
. \ work of the indigenous compra-

ness as ‘“‘undemocratic’” and even | | dore cliques is: The Soviet w
The Peron BOVEIN- .4 States of South and Cemirsl

' America.’ ”

These lines, part of them
written 11 years ago, part fiwe
,vears ago, are now acquiring

Wall Street’s concern about burning actuality.

lSoekarn.o Govt.
Protests Role
0f U. S. In Java

(Continued from Page 1)

moval of Dutch troops from the
Indies, after which the question
of independence could be dis-
| cussed with a United Nations
committee, remained unan-
swered. Instead the British
troops were occupying more
towns to prevent new uprisings.
On Oct. 15 the United States
entered the picture by officially
adopting a hands-off policy on
Indonesia. Washington spokege
men discounted the Dutch ex-
planation of the situation, which
is indeed so untenable in the
face of the facts that only an
utterly desperate ruling -class
could use it in atbemptmg to
save its case. Unlike the Dutch.
the American imperialists can
afford to admit that the Nation-
alist movement is not limited to
a small Japanese - promoted
group, but that it is a deeply~
rooted movement expressing the
Indonesian masses’ hatred. of
their oppressors. They can afx
ford to gall Soekarno a high=
principled, idealistic man (whosa
prime virtue presumably is thwsb
he has guaranteed foreigm =
vestments).

“BAD TIMING”

American officials, as reporbe
ed in the Herald Tribume of
October 16, said that: *“The
problem of shipping for Dutela
troops and supplies ‘is 2 eom=
paratively minor one compared
with the necessity of reachimg
some agreement which would
prevent a bloody uprising, st @
time when the Netherlands gews
ernment has few trained treops
or resources to meet the chale
lenge.”

All this really means is thad
the Americans are telling the
Dutch that if the Dutch had i
troops and the resources to ima=
pose their rule on the Indomes«
ians, the Americans would giad~
ly provide them with the neces«
sary transportation. Since tha
Dutch do not have the forces,
however, they had better come
to some accord with the natioms
alists, hence offer them someés
thing a bit more substantial thaa
they have so far. The U. S. gove
ernment has no desire to wuse
American troops to do the job
for the Dutch. Its most cher-
ished capital in the far East is
its carefully - cultivated reputae
tion of being different from the
British and Dutch imperialists,
U. S. imperialism does not ine
tend to stand -or fall with, the
Dutch empire. “Independence”
under American sponsorship may.
well be on Washington’s agenda.

The Indonesian nationalist
movement, in spite of its clean
record, is still a bourgeois move-.
ment. Iits leaders cannot be ex-
pected to pursue other than
bourgeois-national aims. While
independence would be a tre-
mendous step forward for the:
Indonesian masses, much of the
actual content of independenee
could easily be lost if lndoﬁuh
got rid of the Dutch yoke a\ly
to fall under the U. S. domina~’

tion like that of the “hdqﬂ-
ent” Philippines.
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Only the world rev-
olution con sdve the
USSR for socialism.
But the world revolu-
tion carries with it
the inescapable blot-
ting out of the Krem-
lin oligarchy.

—Leon Trqhky

-;ngress and the Atom

On domestic use of atomic power, two View-
points are apparent in Congress. One view-
point is that of certain capitalists now exploit-
g coal, oil, gas, steam and h_yvdro-electr')c
power. These parasites fear atomie power will
2 their source of profits as thor_oughly
as # wiped out Hiroshima and Nagasaki. They
wamt to prevent development of atomic power.

"The other viewpoint hopes to cap_ltahze on
abomic power as a new source of profits. Th_ey
want atomic power turned over to px:‘wate n-
terests. They advocate Government cont\:?l
with licenses for the use of atomic power “on
an equal basis to all cpmers.” Both these
schools, naturally, oppose transforming the
production and development of atomic power
into a public utility. That, they claim, would be
socialism. .

Far transcending in importance the domestic
issue is foreign policy. Three positions can
be made out. First, the one held largely by the
former “isolationists.” They advocate prevent-
ing the so-called “secret” of the process from
falling into the hands of other nations.

A second group, as rabidly nnpcnayl’lsnc as
the first, argues that the alleged “secret cannot
be kept for more than two to five years and
that the United States should utilize this period
to “drive bargains” and “make the }vorld accept
our svstem.” This means, in plain language,
that \Wall Street should conquer the entire
world before any other power can set up the
plants necessary to produce atomic power.

The third group is more cunning in 1ts poli-
tics although its basic aim of conquering world
power is the same as the others. This group
maintains that since in two or three years
“practically every nation will know all about it,
the secret ‘should be “frecly” divulged. In re-
turn, the nations of the carth must consent to
placing “control” of the colossal new power m
an international organization such as the Unit-
ed Nations Organization. “Control” ?vould
consist of close inspection of the factories of
every country. If any power appeared to have
the aim of utilizing atomic power for war, then
the “Control” Commission would administer a
salutary dose of atomic bombs to the offender.

This third group argues that our .planet must
recognize that atomic power makes it absolutely
essential that onc world government be set up.
Competing governments, they insist, must sub-
ordinate themselves to this single government.
Translated into economic terms, this means
that world capitalism, headed by Wall Street,
cam no longer tolerate the continued existence
of planned economy even in its degencrated
form in the Soviet Union. o

The arguments in Congress thus indicate that
Wall Street is already preparing for an event-
wal showdown struggle with the Soviet Uni.on
in an unimaginably irightful slaughter which
would be listed in history—if history books
were left at the finish—as the Third World

War.

Where Does He Stand?

No State shall make or enforce any law
which shall abridge the privileges or immuni-
ties of citizens of the United States, nor shall
any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or
property without due process of law, nor deny
to any person within its jurisdiction the equal
protection of the law.—Article XIV, Section 1,
Constitution of the United States.

Well, Mr. President, where do you stand?
What are you going to do about the lynch
murder of Jesse James Payne on October 10,
down in Madison, Florida?

Maybe young Negro farm-hand Jesse Payne

didn’t know he was entitled to “due process of
law” and “the equal protection of the law.” But
vou know it, Mr. President,
" You also know that before the law Jesse
Payne, whatever the charges against him, was
innocent. Because every man is considered
innocent until ‘proved guilty and convicted by
a jury of his peers.

Young Payne was hauled from the county
iail by an organized lynch mob. HHe was ar-
vested under the usual pretext—you're from
Missouri, Mr. President, so you'll guess it right
away—"molesting with intent to rape” a five-
year-old white child. She was the niece of 'the
sherifi. Sheriff Davis had the only key to the
jail. "He just “happened” to be out when the
mob walked in to the unguarded jail house.

The Socialist Workers Party, through its Na-
tional Secretary, James P. Cannon, on October

19 wired you as follows: “Urge that you make
a public denunciation of the Madison, Florida,
officials, whose criminal negligence was re--
sponsible for the lynching of 20-year old Jesse
James Payne. Strongly urge that you press
for the passage of anti-lynch bills*in Congress
as a minimuem protection for Negro-American
citizens.”
Well, Mr. President, where do you stand?

Free Puerto Rico!

Oppressed by Wall Street for almost a half
century, the Puerto Ricans are again demand-
ing their freedom with renewed insistence. Some
of the Puertoe Ricans want complete indepen-
dence. But others, fearing crushing economic
reprisals if political ties with the United States
were severed, want Statehood with all the
democratic rights now denied them.

President Truman on October 16 passed the
buck to Congress, implying publicly that he
favored letting the people of Puerto Rico de-
cide their fate. But after private consultation
with Truman, Senator Tydings announced the
following day that his committee, in drawing
up legislation, would consider only a choice
between “complete independence and wider.lo-
cal self-government,” excluding Statehood. This
would indicate the Puerto Ricans will be of-
fered “independence” with economic reprisals
or a slight modification of the present hated
set up. N '

Such an offer would prove that Wall Street
is simply maneuvering and does not intend in
the least to grant Puerto Rico her freedom. It
is the duty of the labor movement to back up
the Puerto Rican people. Iet them freely
choose their own form of govermment without
fear of reprisals!

A Liar Confesses

Two weeks ago, The Militant called atten-

_ tion to a “lie cooked up by Jehn O’Donnell,

professional poison-pen columnist of the N. Y.
Daily News.”. According to O'Donnell’s lie,
Gen, Patton was ousted from his post in oc-
cupied Germany because of “pressure applied
by influential” people behind the scenes “whose
racial background was Jewish.”

The Militant pointed out that publication
of “such propaganda” in a major capitalist paper
“indicates how far Big Business is opening
the throttle on the native fascist movement.”

A number of organizations protested O'Don-
nell’s anti-Jewish propaganda. A committee
of veterans picketed the News building. Mean-
while the militant reception given America’s
native fascists on picket lines in Detroit and
Minneapolis indicated the people are in no
mood to tolerate fascist propaganda construct-
ed so obviously on the Hitler model.

So the News decided to pull in its neck. On
October 18, O'Donnell retracted the lie, con-
fessing: “On the evidence, our statements . . .
were untrue. We regret having made them.”

When the capitalist press is forced to admit
a lie that’s news!

Radio Censorship

Any capitalist political crook, any monopoly
corporation, any dealer in high-priced, low-
grade commodities, any anti-labor commenta-
tor can buy time on the radio.

But The Militant, which speaks against these
elements and all they stand for, can't buy time
for a 30-second advertisement over New York
stations WHN and WINS.

WHN had contracted for eight spot an-
nouncements advertising The Militant. At the
last minute, the announcements were rejected.
Station WINS then accepted the announcement
for two weeks. Then, abruptly, it was refused
for a third week.

Why? The agency which placed the ad-
vertisements wrote: “From our own observa-
tions and telephone conversations with the man-
ager of WHN, we feel that the station does
not want to promote the sales of a newspaper
like “The Militant.” Of course they did not ad-
mit this to us.”

When WINS refused the third week's time
that had already been reserved, the agency
wrote: “WINS does not care to advertise “The
Militant’ in the future. ‘The product,’ they say,
‘s too radical for them,"”

In short, The Militant is the victim of political
censorship by radio stations operating under
federal license. Such censorship is a blow
against a free press and radio. It is clearly
anti-labor. Qur readers and the labor move-
ment are urged to protest by letter and wire to
Stations WHN and WINS.

Tax The Rich!

First the Senate rejected a proposal for $25
weekly maximum unemployment compensation.
Then the House shelved all legislation on aid
to the unemployed. With its decks thus cleared
for action, the capitalist Congress got down
to the business closest to its heart—"“relief” for
Big Business.

In record time, the House passed a bill pro-
viding close to $7 billion tax “relief” for the
corporations and the higher income brackets.
This included a 35 per cent reduction in cor-
poration “excess profits” taxes for 1946, total
elimination of the tax in 1947.

The Senate Finance Committee, showing an
even greater solicitude for the hog-fat war pro-
fiteers, on October 18 voted, on the recom-
mendation of Truman’s Secretary of the Treas-
ury Vinson, to eliminate immediately all “ex-
cess profits” taxes. This means a further cool
tax savings for Big Business of $2,555,000,000
(that’s billions) annually.

Who is going to pay the huge interest and
amortization of the government’s $300 billion
war debt? Not the profit-bloated war profiteers.
They are guaranteed “normal profits” after the
war by tax rebate and other tax measures. It
is the workers who will pay, through wage cuts,
inflation, direct and hidden taxes. .

But we say, “Tax the rich, not the poor
Make the war profiteers disgorge! Iet or-
ganized labor demand: One Hundred Per Cent
Taxation Of All Accumulated War Profits—No
Taxation Of Incomes Under $5,000 Per Year!

”

RESOLUTIONS OF THE ELEV-
ENTH CONVEN'TION’ OF
THE AMERICAN TROTSKY-
IST MOVEMENT: “The United
States and the Second World
War,” and “The European Rev-
olution and the Tasks of the
Revolutionary Party.” Pioneer
Publishers, 1944; 48 pages, 15
cents.

The two resolutions contained
in this pamphlet embody the
program of the Socialist Work-

ers Party, the party of Ameri-.

can Trotskyism. This program
was forged out of the experi-
ences and struggles of the revo-
lutionary movement in the First
‘World War and the long, chaotic
period of armed peace which
was & prelude to the Second
World War,

The Trotskyist program meets
the needs of the new .generation.
It provides a broad plan to cope
with the problems besetting
mankind in a world torn by the
destruction inherernt in the capi-
talism of today — capitalism
which has only one program, the
continued ravaging of the world
by recurrent crises and wars,

The first section of the pamph-
let deals with the American
scene. Although written in the
midst of American participation
in the war, it continues to stand
today as a clear, directing sign-
post marking the road which the
American worker must follow in
his struggle for a better world.

Analyzing the class role of the
main protagonists in the United
States, the resolution exposes the
program of U. S. capitalism, its
executives in the government and
its lieutenants in the labor
movement, and proceeds with

the program for the American
worker,

Our trade union situation in
the war is discussed, from the
viewpoint of the specific trade
union aims and needs of the
working class. To fill the out-
standing need of a political
weapon in American labor's ar-
senal, the Trotskyists call for the
formation of an independent La-
bor Party based on the unions.

The section on capitalism's
“postwar’” program clearly dem-
onstrates the economic misery
which American capitalism has
in store for the working class
and presents a cowmter program
to be fought for by independent
working class political action.

The resolution ends with a sec-
tion on the perspectives of the
American Working class in the
next era, posing the alternatives
of fascism or socialism. It lays
down the tasks of the American
Trotskyist movement as that of
providing leadership and point-
ing the road to the future to the
American werkers.

The second section, entitled
“The European Revolution and
Tasks of the Revolutionary Par-
ty,"” isthe international program
of Trotskyism for Europe. Here
are outlined the tasks of the Eu-
ropean revolutionary parties in
the coming struggles of the
working class of the continent.

Tracing the course of “Big
Three” policy in Europe, the
resolution cites -in defail the
counter-revolutionary role of the
Allies in Italy, where they braz-
enly prop up the monarchy and
other forces of reaction which
had previously been Mussolini’s
chief bulwark,

Dealing with the political and
economic situation in Europe,
the Trotskyists analyze the role
of the Social-Democratic and
Stalinist parties, and their con-
tinued betrayal of the European
working class. The Trotskyists
call for the building of the revo-
lutionary cadres info a mass rev-
olutionary party able to give the
necessary leadership to the in-
surgent peoples of Europe.

At the core of the program to
build a mass revolutionary party
in Europe and to accomplish the
socialist revolution, is the slogan
of the Socialist United States of
Europe. Only through this broad,
comprehensive slogan can the
peoples of Europe unfetter them-
selves of the shackles of their
national boundaries and chau-
vinism, and unite in the success-
ful struggle for a Socialist Unit-
ed States of Europe ard of the
Worlc'i.

Also included in this resolu-
tion is a long section dealing
with the Stalinist movement
and the Soviet Union and point-
ing out the dangers of betrayal
cf the European Revolution by
the Stalinist Bureaucracy.

The resolution ends with a
sureey of the perspectives in Eu-
rope and a rededication to the
struggle to build the world So-
cialist society of the future.

This pamphlet is an invaluable
aid to the understanding of the
revolutionary tasks which lie
ahead of the world working class,
It clearly presents the Trotsky-
ist program in the United States
and in Europe as a living program
of action and victory for the
workers of the world.

Reviewed by G. Lord

Congressmen At Work

An uproar of so profound a
character shook the House of
Representatives this week that
Wall Street’s Congressmen ex-
pected it to reverberate clear
across the Pacific and stir up all
India. Namely, should they —
or should they not — change the
discriminatory immigration laws
so as to admit 100 immigrants
a year to the United States out
of India's 390,000,000 people?

Sabath of Illinois started the
tempest by declaring the ex-
clusion of the 100 Indians be-
cause of their racial origin, per-
mits "other- foreign nations” to
insinuate that discrimination ex-
ists in the United States. Thi3
“insinuation” hurts trade.

Sabath wants to get in good
with the Indians. “Both India
and China are on the verge of an
industrial awakening. Each will
need to buy hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars’ worth of ma-
chinery . . , And the best of it
is they can pay . . . with the
raw materials . . . that We
need .. .”

Dirksen of Illinois brought up
powerful reasons for ending the
discrimination against the 100
immigrants and thereby convinc-
ing the 390,000,000 left in India
that democracy reigns in Amer-
ica: "I do not know how it comes
about. I suppose it is one of those
natural things, but after all the
Indian is a Caucasian, It is a
delight to talk with him . , .
Next there is a language reason.
It is amazing — the number of
people in India who speak the

peN
\‘y A

English language.”

For his peroration Dirksen
used one of the most convinec-
ing arguments known to Con-
gress: “There was a man in my
office two weeks ago who had
just come from there. He had
$5,000,000 worth of orders in his
pocket for American concerns
like the Cleveland Twist Drill and
the Buffalo Machine Tool Co.,
and some plants in New Jersey,
Ohio and elsewhere . . .”

McCowen of Ohio upheld the
opposition: “Oh, yes, admit only
100 — that doesn't matter, they
say! Do you remember the story
of the break in the-dike?”

Allen of Louisiana backed him
up: “I felt when we had the Chi-
nese bill up that that would be
followed by demands in behalf of
the Hindus and the Koreans and
the Siamese and every other
oriental group,” Not that Allen
has any racial prejudices! “I be-
lieve in helping the Indian peo-
ple. I am affiliated with a

church that believes in sending
the Gospel to the Hindus.”

Celler of New York brought
forward a counter-argument de-
signed to shake the Southern
Bourbons: Out of the 100 “prob-
ably only a few of them would
be Indians coming in under the
bill. Others would include pri-
marily French, English, Dutch,
and so forth, all of whom have
been born in India.”

Bennett of Missouri was still
unconvinced: “Let us not have
to add to our relief rolls at Goy-
ernment expense the hordes from
the teeming shores of foreign
lands . . .”

Gearhart of California like-
wise pointed with horror at the
100 proposed immigrants: “Cer-
tainly no man who loves this
country wants to make of the
United States another China or
another India.”

Johnson of California answer-
ed him by raising up a specter in
the form of a seed “that is taking
root in Java and in Sumatra and
Indo-China and other places, It
is the seed of revolution and war
against the white man and
against imperialism.” In John-
son’s opinion the psychological
effect on Asia’s vast population
of admitting 100 Indians a year
would kill this dangerous seed
of revolution.

Taking & deep breath, Wall
Street’s Congressmen passed the
measure in the House to admit
100 Indians a year, “providing
they quhlify mentally, physical-
ly, and morally.”

PROBLEMS FACING
WAR VETERANS

———By CHARLES CARSTEN—

The Loan Guarantee Fraud

The loan guarantee provisions of the so-called
“@. I. Bill of Rights” have been more grossly mis~
represented to servicemen than any other section of
the legislation. Eight out of ten men being dis=
charged asked about it, says an “exit interviewer”
in a letter to The Militant, and these men indicate
that although they don’t expect to apply for a loan

‘at present, they expect to in the future. “There is

more mis-information about this point than all the
others put together,” says our correspondent, “and.
the disappointment that shows in their faces when
that gaudy bubble explodes is pitiful!”

Servicemen have been led to believe that the
Veterans’” Administration will make it possible for
them to borrow money to furnish a home, buy an
automobile or tide them over a difficult period.
But this is not the case.

After a thorough investigation of the veteran te
determine whether or not his income is ample and
secure, the government will ‘guarantee” one-half
on a loan up to $4,000 or & maximum of $2,000 on a
larger loan negotiated to buy a business, home or
farm. Government appraisers must be satisfied that
the price does not exceed ‘the reasonably nor-
mal value,” which can mean, in relation to either
present inflated prices or prewar prices. The vet-
eran must be able to repay the loan in monthly
installments within 20 years.

If the government and the agency making the
loan do not consider it a good investment, they will
not grant the loan. It is just about as easy for the
‘veteran to get a loan without the “guarantee.” In
fact, he then has less red tape to wade through!

Those wishing te utilize the “loan guarantee”
must fight their way through a maze of snafu. The
forms are so:.complicated that an expert is required
to fill them out, Delays are endless. The govern=
ment is well aware that such a procedure discomr-
ages application for loans. And that is its aim.

As a result of these restrictions, difficulties and
red-tape only two per cent of those who received
eligibility certificates for loans to buy farms or busi-
nesses, had received them last spring. Those who had
applied for home loans had fared only a little better
—18 per cent had received the loan. )

This situation is surprising only to those whe
had been misled into believing that the govern-
ment was actually willing to guarantee a loan to
be used as the veteran saw fit, or to tide him over
a difficult period. Such is not the case.

“It was never intended that veterans should ob-
tain easy credit and the restrictions are necessarily
tight,” flatly stated Mr. John B. Paddi, vice presi-
dent of the Manufacturers Trust Company, in a
talk before the Veterans Guidance Counselors School
This capitalist, speaking for business and the gow~
ernment, made it clear that loans are to be exclu~
sive; they will be made only to men who have the
“experience” and the financial backing to meaks
the loan a secure investment.

Furthermore, veterans must apply for the loans
within two years of their discharge or the end of the
war, whichever comes later. The few who qualify
must buy property at the present tremendously in-
flated prices.

This is most true of farm prices and will be a
particular handicap for the 800,000 or so service-
men who have declared their intention of buying
farms. “Today the national average is 40 to 50
per cent higher than it was in 1940,” stated Marguis
W. Childs in his column in the N. Y. Post, August
21. This is similar to the inflated farm prices that
followed the First World War and ended with a crash
that ruined many small farmers in 1921 and '22.

The “loan guarantee” is not at all a benefit as #
has fraudulently been represented. Labeling it as such
is part of the swindle perpetrated against service-
men.

Big Business Authored
‘Industrial Peace’ Bill

The big business, open-shop agents, who drafted
and sponsored the viciously* anti-labor Ball-Bur=
ton-Hatch Bill, known as S.1171, introduced into the
Senate on June 20, 1945, are described in an analysis
of the bill prepared by the CIO, United Automobile
Workers Executive Board and its Legal Department,
published in a recent UAW Report. .

Not a single representative of labor was ine
cluded on the so-called “Committee to Promote
Industrial Peace,” which drafted the bill. The Com=
mittee itself was financed by multi-millionaire Same
uel S. Fels, head of one of the largest soap manufac-
turing companies in the country, and a member of
the committee.

Donald R. Richberg, chief author of the bill and
Chairman of the Committee, is a representative of
Standard OIll, Chrysler and other big corporations
with a consistent record of warfare against uniom
labor.

The whole Committee of 13 is packed with promie
nent labor haters. It includes Arthur D. Whiteside,
president of Dunn and Bradstreet; George W. Alger,
attorney for Wall Street interests; Harold Glenn
Evans, president and director of insurance and real
estate dompanies and vice-president of the Reading
Chamber of Commerce; George Sjoselius, Assistant
Attorney-General of Minnesota; Kirk Smith, banker
and lawyer, and others of similar stripe, All of them
are openly in the service of Big Business,

Despite this, Senator Hatch, in introducing the bill,
brazenly declared that “not a single provision, not
even a word has been written at the suggestion of
any partisan of management . . .”

The Ball-Burton-Hatch bill is designed to Nquie

date the National Labor Relations Act which—on
paper—is supposed to protect the workers’ right to
organize and bargain collectively “on a basts of
equality with employers.”
_ But even on paper the authors of the proposed
new “industrial peace” bill gag at the word “equality.”
Richberg spoken bluntly about the “superiority”
of the bosses and the “inferiority” of the workers
which cteates “inequality.”

He recently wrote: “The problem . . . is not teo
create or maintain a fictitious equality but to estabe
lish social and economic inequalities on the basis
of genuine differences . . . Some individuals are
superior to others,” And this servant of Big. Business
doesn't mean the workers!
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Grateful for

Finding Socialism
Editor:

My first encounter with The
Militant was through a friend of
mine whom I met while working
in the shipyard.

In reading The Militant I
found explanations and answers
for problems that I didn't believe
existed. It was inconceivable
where the answers came from
until I studied the theory of S8o-
eialism by Karl Marx and found
that instead of being just a the-
ory, Socialism is also an estab-
lished fact.

I have learned to appreciate
Soclalism and believe in {ts in-
evitabllity through the teachings
,and interpretations of Leon
Trotsky. In my study of So-
elalism I have found an explan-
ation not only to my problems
.and the problems of the work-
ing class but the economie, so0-
eisl and political problems of
society in general.

Being a2 Negro, 1 am extremely
happy that X have knowledge of
the fact that justifies my ex-
Istence on this earth. I know
now that I am not really a sec-
ond rate oitizen and that my
race is not inferior to any other |
race,

Although barred from certain
forms of soclety because of race
by Jim Crow and discriminations
of all kinds, I know that Social-
Ism is inevitable and that un-
der SBoclelism my race can make
e greatest contributions to the
progress of mankind.

C. P,
New York.

Stalinists Aid
Murder of

Greek Workers
Editor:

While in Greece recently, I
witnessed conditions and the
eircumstances leading to condi-
tions that have been deliberately
kept from us by the capitalist
press.

That the Greek Stalinist party
made a political mistake in deal-
ing with the victorious Partisans
is & fact acknowledged by the
Communist Party in its Daily
Worker. But the extent of that
error wasn’t made known by
either the Daily Worker or the
‘eapitalist press.

In order to combat Dpolitical
opposition within the ranks of
the Partisan movement the Stal-
inists stooped to acting as fin-
germen for the Gestapo during
the Nazi occupation of Greece.

One incident in particular was
brought to my attention that
warrants repeating:

Two active Partisans, a man
end wife, operated a small hand
laundry in the outskirts of Ath-
ens. The couple had repeatedly
maneuvered out of washing
clothes for the Nazi officials by
using the excuse of no soap.

Then one night a detachment
of Gestapo murderers accom-
panied by their incredible Stal-
{nist fingermen raided ‘their
home, dragged the husband out
the front door and stood him
against the wall. The wife,

struggling to ald her spouse, was
struck across the face with the
butt of a pistol, kicked and beat-
en mercilessly, while a volley of
shots fired at close range liter-
ally tore the man’s head from
his body.

The woman displayed her still
useless arm to me as mute evi-
dence of the brutality of the Nazi
Gestapo and the perfidious be-
trayal of the Stalinist rats.

Even after the Allied invasion
of Greece, the Stalinist oppor-
tunists not only fingered for the
British imperialists but also
helped man the guns that blast-
ed away the lives of several hun-
dred revolutionaries.
bit of infamous treachery, they
are granted special privileges by
their imperialist partners in
crime.

While the Trotskyists and
kindred organizations are forced
to carry on activities from un-
derground, the degenerated Stal-
inist machine is allowed to op-
erate unhampered under the
protective wing of the capitalist
war lords.

James White,
Philadelphia, Pa.

Union Militant
'Evaluates the
Socialist Worker Party

Editor:

I spent 25 years being, as I
thought, & militant trade union-
ist, never realizing that one must
first be class consclous before
one can be a real militant. That
thought never came to me until
I became & member of the UAW-
CIO in a General Motors fac-
tory. Then I became class con-
scious, and realized there was
something seriously wrong with
the form of soclety in which we
live.

Shortly thereafter I was asked
to subscribe to The Militant,
which I did. I have been a con-
stant reader of it since, I never
gave much thought to the party
that The Militant represented
until we were entering the hor-
rible imperialist war known as
World War II.

Then I began, observing dif-
ferent political parfies and it
was wery discernible that the
only party that really stood out
in opposition to the most hor-
rible war ever forced upon hu-
manity —the only party that
persistently told the workers true
facts concerning it — was the
party represented by The Mili-
tant.

After subscribing to The Mili-
tant I was offered an opportun-
ity to apply for membership.
But in a state of stupidity, act-
ing against my better judgment,
I refrained from taking this step
until recently., Needless to say
I was proud when I was accept-
ed into the Soclalist Workers
Party.

That’s only the beginning.
Since then I have had the op-
portunity of attending the most
Inspiring' conference (In Detroit,
September 30) that a class con-
scious worker could ever experi-
ence. I can readlly realize now
that all past experience in labor
organizations was spent in total
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darkness. While X was always
attempting to lead the workers,
I see now that it was only a case
of the blind attempting to lead
the blind.

I have attended all UAW con-
ventions held since 1939 and
would not exchange the knowl-
edge acquired in attending that
one-day Party Conference for all
those UAW conventions.

Participating in a conference
where programs are formulated
and plans to execute them are
made by a group of genuine mil-
itant workers and leaders, is en-
tirely different from attending
a convention where no real pro-
grams are put forth, but instead
a group of politiclans, operating
under the guise of union leaders,

they are obtained.

I am not attempting fo or-
ganize for the party, but I feel
it my duty as a class conscious
worker with years of experience
in labor organizations to express
my attitude regarding the party.

I regret the valuable time
wasted in the past, attempting
to perform a duty which I now
realize was vague. I sympa-
thize with my fellow workers
whom I see making the same
errors,

Any conscientious trade union-
ist is wasting valuable $ime by
not affiliating with a party that
can enlighten him in trade un-
fonism beyond any conception
he may now have.

I have spent much time
attempting to ascertain a source
of information and training in
a program of real trade union-
ism. And I am confident be-
yond any doubt that I have se-
lected the only real workers’
party in America.

And should YOU be invited to
join, do not feel as though you
are doing eanyene a favor in

your fellow workers, if you are
attempting to take a leading part
in your union. You will always
feel grateful to the comrade who
invited you to become a mem-
ber of the Socialist Workers

Party.
Ray Camey,
Flint, Mich.
For Better Headlines

Editor:

In the “Workers Forum,” B. P.
of Los Angeles writes a very good
letter although most of the crit-
icism is based on the assumption
that the newsstand dieplays the
full page of The Militant,

The editor’s note explains the
more common quarter-fold dis-
play, but in the very same paper
one of the poorest headlines
for a quarter-fold or any fold
is used, ‘

I am not in the habit of look-
ing at the make-up of the paper
critically, but I was a “tired
worker” when I received my
copy of The Militant, and found
myself reading the headline:
“Labor Strike Upsurge Reaches
New Heights” over and over
again and not gétting any sense
out of it. What’s wrong with “La-
bor Strikes Reach New Heights?”

H. N,
Philadelphia, Pa.

’Railroad Workers
Begin Struggle
'For 36-Hour Week

Editor:

The General Chairmen of
shop craft railway unions rep-
resenting 400,000 railroad work-
ers recently met in Chicago to
institute a nationwide move for
a 36 hour work week with no
reduction in present weekly take-
home pay. The struggle of the
railworkers to win their denands
must take on a militant form of
action if the rail barons are ex-
pected to bhe brought to their
knees. The Railway Employes
Department, the case-hardened
top bureaucrats of the rail un-

the railworkers, are known as
the most notorious compromisers
of all union officialdom. They

| cannot be depended upon if a

show-down fight occurs,
While the blood-soaked, sweat-
stained profits of the rail mag-
nates reached unprecedented
heights, the wage structure of
the railworker is not only lower
than the wages of his fellow-
workers in other industries for
like work but his work condi-
tions are far more deplorable.
During the entire period of the
war the rail workers were trying
to force their union leadership
to put up & fight for wage in-
creases and time-and-one-half
for work performed over 40 hours
in one week. But the same hue
and cry was always heard: “Now
is not the time,” and “We must
wait for an opportune time to
push for wage increases,” etc.
What has been and In some

spar for votes regardless of how |

Joining, other than yourself, or 1

fons who act as spokesmen for |is

FROM A YOUNG SOLDIER'S MOTHER

Editor:

My son was discharged from
the Army Tuesday—he is off to
college to study Architecture. He
promises me to take Psychology
and Social and Political Science
as well,

The boy is 20. He was in Tu-
nisia, - Anzio, Cassino, through
Rome, in on D-Day and was
wounded severely the third time
in Germany from where he was
flown to England and eventu-
ally home. }

For approximately one year I
have been watching the wheels
g0 by and the red tape and in-
efficiency and downright brutish
callousness of his fellow soldiers,
enlisted and officers, in an Army
Hospital. '

The “four freedoms” some-
how got lost in the shuffle. I
began to worry twice as hard
as normal when my faith ebbed,
naturally,

I have been thinking and

working 70 and sometimes 80|

hours weekly. Driving myself
harder and harder trying to
contribute to the mending side
of the slaughter. My work was
to transfer patients from Surgi-
cal Hospital to_the various con-
valescent wards at two other
hospitals.

SEARCHING FOR ANSWER

I talked to a lot of the boys.
Every one (well, almost) seems
to be searching for an answer.
Many are bitter as gall. Many
sullen. Some just drift; others
just drink and try mnot to think,
But they rarely succeed in the
trial.

I have been xnmy of heing a
“100 per cent American.” I was
never an isolationist and I al-
ways had feeling for Europe, but
I fear I, like others of my general
kind, was sucked in by the “Look
what nasty Germany is doing,
now!" Also, until about one year
ago, England meant something
good to me. Possibly because of
the Scottish element in me. All
this is nonsense now.

All minor issues fade out. X

have seen with my eyes and I

can read and even the little that
comes through the press gave
off a certain smell.

Money means nothing to me
outside of the struggle for about
17 years to support mother and
son. I am trying te say I have
worked and worked hard all this
time. Money had nothing to
do with my swallowing the cap-

italist pill. It was “rugged in-
dividualism.” And it was never
sugar coated.

I worked as an Investigator
on WPA in New York up and
down tenement stairs, I gave
from my pocket, bucked bureau-
cracy for “Emergency” food
vouchers and closed cases where
people had proven income and
were milking the government.

I've closed cases where banks
returned letters of good ac-
counts and later that money
was refunded. I've had little
ward politicians open them a day
later and I've closed them again
—the family moved—opened in
another precinct. Pestered my
smug middle class mid-western
and some Eastern frlends for
clothing for “my families.” I've
been approached by an arch
crook who “got his" upon each
delivery of a food voucher.

I raised so much hell that
when I came’up for three weeks

vacation with pay, I was let out.
There is even a longer story to
this but I didn’t mean to write
s0 much,

CANNOT STAND ALONE

I am trying to say I have been
a fool but I was doing what I
thought was right to the best of
my ability. I have learned—the
hard way—one cannot long stand
alone.

I had a glimpse of the Com-
munist Party (three friends) and
about that time Stalin “liqui-
dated” the cream of the crop.
I believed (and I was not alone)
that such internal treachery
could not come to a good end.
All my background was against
Bolshevism, and Stalin pushed
me further back.

At the Hospital I came to work
with 8 number of P, W.'s. Two,
at least, out of, say, a dozen
seemed to me really fine per-
sons. This was not easy. My
son was fighting them and the
maternal and natural feeling
was to spit upon them.

P. W.'s have treated my pa-
tients kindly. G. I’s have
|slammed them around like cat-
tle, sometimes even doing it to
show antagonism and arrogance.
I came to ‘this conclusion. Ev-
erything is divided among itself
(why, some still fight the Clvil
War.)

All about me was a hue and
cry about Jews and Dagos. My
husband is a Jew and I have
blown up in the faces of Colonels
who will now go back into the
woodwork, I have said often
and plainly “You are the Naazis.”

But, like all who stand alone
and buck the bureaucracy, when
finally I saw Germans were just
like the rest of us—fit to live
and decent, upon occasion—I
“bucked” a Jewish Officer for
the treatment of a 50 year old
P. W. who was ill. He made
that man wait around six hours
in very bad condltlon—mauc-
iously.

I finally called the P. W. Camp
and told them to send for him
immediately. I said the officer
had so instructed me. I then
wasted more lung-power. Wast-
ed rage, impotent. (For how
were we to teach them “our”
way if “our” way was theirs?)

I began to wonder what coun-
try I was living in. Now I know.
I love America—geographically.
My heart is international.

Boys who had thanked me for
past kindnesses gave me dark
looks, after the old German epi-
sode. I heard extra-gruesome
tales of ‘German atrocities,

HOW HE CAME BACK

Now, my kid went away &
brother to black, white and yel-
low. No intolerance in him.
Good, friendly, helpful, He came
back—"“The Jews didn't fight—
bought themselves behind the
lines.” “Negroes were ‘yellow,’
‘no good.’” “Damn the Ger-
mans and Japs, they should be
blasted off the earth—not one
exception."”

My son, an expert infantry-
man, has two D. S, C.’s, three
Bronze Stars, one Purple Heart
with Oak Leaf Cluster, two Unit
Citations with two Osak Leaf
Clusters, four major battles (or
Is it five? the numbers snow me
under) and one beachhead spear
for D-Day. .

He has been through hell—he
looks thirty—is physically very

cases still is the lot of the rail-
workers? There has been a gen-
eral practice in practically =all
engine houses and in some back
shops to have many jobs bul-
letined on a 365-day basis with
straight time pay for Sundays
and holidays. The industry still
operates on a 48-hour week basis
for straight time pay. While
the rall barons continually
shrieked about the manpower
shortage, the workers kept away
from the rail indusiry precise-
ly because of low wages, bad
and even primitive working con-
ditions.

The rail workers are familiar
with the sell-out policies of the
union bureaucrats as experienced
in the past wage negotiations
where agreement was reached
over the heads of the union
membership.

Democracy in the rail unions
practically nil. The Railway
Employes’ Department deter-
mines the policy for the unions
and relays it to the General
Chairman. The General Chair-
man accepts for the member-
ship whether the membership
approves or disapproves,
Rumblings against this un-
democratic procedure are often
heard but as yet have not
reached any effective stage.
With the workers divided into

separate crafts there is constant|

strife over jurisdictional dis-
putes to the advantage of the
bosses, This jeopardizes the op-
portunities to present a solid
front to better the working con-
ditions, The General Chairmen
also utilize this question of jur-
isdiction to keep the workers
divided and continusally raise the
slogan: “Take care of your own
craft — don’t worry about the
other crafts.”

The admission by some Gen-

eral Chairmen at the Chicago
Conference that there is plenty
of unrest among the railworkers
is an indication of the workers’
desires to bhreak through this
strangulation of undemocratic
policy that prevails at present.

The demands when presented
will go through the process of
arbitration as outlined in the
Railway Labor Act and that
means that at least four months
wil! expire before anything def-
Inite is decided. The workers
must be constantly on guard
against any move by the bureau-
orats to compromise on any of
the demands during this “cool-
ing-off” perlod.

The slogan of the railworkers
must be NO COMPROMISE!
Further, if the fight breaks into
the open the railworkérs must
close their ranks regardless of
which craft they belong to and
prepare to present a powerful
wall of workers’ strength. Only
the unified power of the rall-
workers can bring about the de-
sired results,

John Russo,
Reading, Pa.

NEW YORK
#Militant Labor Forum
‘ISSUES IN N. Y.
ELECTION’

" Speaker:

BILL MORGAN

. ‘Militant’ writer
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 28
Chairman:
Louise Simpson

N.Y. Councilmanic Candidate
116 University Place 8 p.m.

fortunate although we feared he
would lose the use of the arm
for Architecture. He has points
sufficient for his discharge but
he got out on a Psycho-neurosis
count before C. D. D. Board.
Some of it was faked, as most
of the boys do “pile it on.” But
he had about reached the end
of his line.

Used to hitting from the shoul-
der, I told him what I think of
all this. My son went to war
for the Four Freedoms and
came home a virtual Nazi—hat-
ing all but hiz own crowd. This
is bitter medicine for 2 mother,
and it will be bitter for him—
if not now, later.

A sergeant, lately of the Ran-
gers, in my son’s outfit “went off
his head” and gabbed about ma-
chine gunning disarmed, help-
less P. W.’s to me. He was dec-
orated. r

My son said “Sure. What in
'hell do you think I got all those
medals for? What's the differ-
ence if they were around 13, 15,
17 year old kids? Maybe they
were disarmed but they were
full of tricks and they would
have done the same to me.”

A SYSTEM TO BUCK
In warfare there seems to be
no dividing line. But I listen

Detroit Readers!

Hear
Arthur Burch SWP Organizer
"“"Why Trotskyists Support
Detroit’s Labor Candidates”
SATURDAYS AT 11:45 AM.
Station WXYZ—1270 ke
Oct. 27—Nov. 3

restlessly indeed to tales of the
“German Brute.” I raised a tol-
erant, friendly decent human
being. Yes, {riend, a system that
does this is indeed to be bucked.

It does seem after so much
blood, what can a few gallons
more mean. In a good cause;
for the people who have paid so
bitterly and so long for the false
words of false prophets: But
honestly, this idea of more pun-
ishment at this time in History
—oh yes, even as I write I know
we are losing the peace and it
was a false peace.

When I say “we” I mean the
world. All who are decent and
struggle for survival/without a
foot planted in a neighbor’s face.
Yet, God, is there no end to the
bloodshed?

Can you suggest reading ma-
terial to straighten me out on
this? Remember I have not
lived and breathed this atmos-
phere as you more politically
wise -ones have. Do let me hear
from you. I need enlighten-
ment.

Your cause needs people like
me. I am indefatigable and X
know so many who are almost
crazy looking for an answer to
the mad riddle of today.

Sincerely, belleve me—

A Reader,
Indianapolis.

QUESTION BOX

Q: How much oil has been pro-
duced by the United States, and
how does this compare with the
oll resources in the Middle East?

A: To date the U. 8. has pro-
duced nearly 64 per cent or 29,-
776,843,000 barrels of the world’s
oil. However, the U. 8. oil re-
sources comprise less than 17 per
cent of the world’s total, which
is estimated at 600,000,000,000
barrels,

The Middle East, on the other
hand, is believed to hold 30 per
cent or 180,000,000,000 barrels,
but these oil fields have been al-
most untouched,

Q: How representative of the
workers is the average chairman
of a House of Representatives
Committee?

A: This can best be judged by
the fact that today the 12 most
important chairmanships in the
House are held by nine lawyers,
one banker, one real estate man
and one housewife. Their aver-
age age is 68 years and most of
them have served 12 terms in
Congress or 24 years. The ma-
jority are from poll-tax South-
ern states or states bordering on
them.

Q. Don’t most workers, even
today, earn much less than they
need for themselves and their
families on 2 minimum budget?

A: According to & September
27 report from Acting Director
A. F. Hinrichs of the Labor De-
partment of the Bureau of Labor
Statistics, out of a force of 12,-
200,000 workers this summer, 7,-
270,000 (80 per cent) earned
less than $1.00 an hour. He re-
ported that 330,000 received less
than 50 cents an hour, 1,230,000
between 50 and 60 cents an
‘Thour, 2,380,000 less than 65
cents an hour.

Since the 65 cent wage pro-
vides an annual wage of $1,300
(for 2,000 hours of work) this is
much less than the $1,700 need-
ed for a2 “minimum mainte-
nance” budget which is no high-
er than the low standards set
by the WPA.

During t.he period of the sub-
scription campaign, all statistical
information will henceforth ap-
pear in the scoreboard box. How-
ever, for a few days prior to the
inception of the campaign on
October 14, the following branch-
es sent in a large number of both
new and renewal subscriptions,

Pioneer
Notes

The maxl this week was full ot
glowing reports from Socialist
Workers Party branches on the
sale of JOBS FOR ALL! the new
Ploneer pamphlet by Art Preis,
labor editor of The Militant.

Philadelphia reported this sig-
nificant experience: “We dis-
tributed the pamphlet one eve-
ning recently at & union mem-
bership meeting. The main
speaker of the evening bought a
pamphlet from us on his way
into the meeting. We were still
there when the meeting broke
up. The speaker came up to us
and said, ‘Your pamphlet served
a very good purpose. I read it
through hurriedly and used the
ideas as a basis for my talk to-
night."”

Another letter from the Phila-
delphia agent sald: “We made
several good contacts on the mo-
bilization. We plan to organize
the Militant sub campaign on
the basis of our experiences to-
(13573'

The Bayonne agent wrote a
very Interesting’ over-all report
on their experiences to date in
selling the pamphlet. She com-
ments: “One suggestion which I
am going to make to our branch
executive committee is to sta-
tion someone in front of the lo-
cal USES offices, and secondly,
1 propose that we cover union
meetings and more particularly,
picket lines, of which there are
several in town.”

Akron reports: “We met with
good reception on' the mobiliza-
tion although there is no job
problem here. The wage -cuts
make the pamphlet very sale-
able.”

Buffalo: “Formerly most of our
sales were in colored neighbor-
hoods, but this time the majority
of the pamphlets were sold to
white workers. Housewives are
also waking up. Twenty-eight of
the 37 pamphlets sold in a steel
workers’ project were sold to
housewives.”

And from Milwaukee: “We re-
ceived very excellent response
selling on the picket lines, at the
various striking plants.”

- L4

JOBS FOR ALL! — A Fighting
Program for Labor, by Art
Preis, 10c. Order from Pioneer
Publishers, 116 University
Place, New York 3, N. Y.

and recognition for a splendid
job is accorded to them:

San Francisco 28 new six-
month—12 six-month and 8 one«
year renewals,

Connecticut 8 new six-month.

Newark 7 six-month—1 onee
year, plus 1 one-year renewal.

Milwaukee 8 six-month renew=
als.

St. Louis 12 new six-month.

Buffalo 2 new six-month,

Los Angeles 3 one-year—1 one-
year combination to The Milie
tant and the Fourth Internae
tional.

-

L] *

Joyce James of Portland, Ore.,
sent in this note: “Enclosed is a
six month renewal. This sub-
scriber called at our office to
renew. He said he didn't know
exactly when his sub ran out
but he liked the paper so much,
he didn't want to risk missing &
single issue.”

/
.

Jerry Xirk, an “outstanding
sub~getter writes, in reply to a
query on his technique in sell-
ing subscriptions: “In Flint, the
only daily papers are controlled
by General Motors. All aute
workers in this auto town know
that. In going from door to door
I give a straightforward talk for
socialism — workers very easily
distinguish The Militant from
all other papers. All I do is
point out that The Militant is &
socialist paper, published by
workers, in the interests of worke=
ing people. After this brief talk,
they easily recognize why they
should subscribe to The Militant,

“Everyone Is becoming aware
of the necessity-for a change. As
one militant worker put it to
me: ‘I see something is wrong
with this system—there has to
be a change. Tell me what so-
clalism is all abput. Maybe
that’s what I'm looking for.'”

Anne Alexander of San Fran-
cisco adds this note to a recent
letter: “The Militant these days
is better than ever. It improves
with each issue.”

An excellent idea for obtain-
ing new readers is suggested in
a second note from Joyce James
of Portland: “Some time age I
noticed in the ‘Letters to the
Editor’ section of The Oregonian
a letter from a woman who was
jubilant about the British Labor
Victory. In mailing notices out
on our forums, I mailed her one,
and she responded indicating
that she was interested in the
Socialist Workers Party. I then
sent & sample copy of The Mili-
tant and she subscribed very
readily.

“Since then she has given us
the names of ten of her friends,
and both of the two I have seen,
have subscribed. In addition,
one of these friends gave me ad-
ditional names—I hope it will
be an endless chain.”

and veterans!

A rising scale of wages!

control!

2. Independence of the
government!

Board!
.unions!

Down with Jim Crow!

in all lands!

Our Program:

1. Full employment and job security for all workers

"A sliding scale of hours! Reduce the hours of work
with no reduction in pay!

Increased cost of living!
Operate all government-built plants under workers’

Unemployment insurance equal to trade union wages
during the entire period of unemployment!

No restriction on the right to strike!
Withdraw union representatives from the War hbor

3. Organization of the war veterans by the trade

4. Full equality for Negroes and national minorities!

5. Working class political action!
Establish the workers’ and farmers’ government!
Build the independent labor party!

6. Tax the rich, not the poor!
No taxes on incomes under $5,000 a year!
7. A working class answer to capitalist militarism!

Military training of workers, financed by the govern-
ment, but under control of the trade unions!

Trade union wages for all workers in the armed forces!
8. For complete independence of colonial peoples!

Solidarity with the revolutionary struggles of the workers

Withdraw all American troops from foreign soil!

Increase wages to meet the

trade unions from the

SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY
116 University Place
New York 8, New York

I would like:

in my aity.
Name

T L]

Join the Socialist Workers Party!

q To join the Soclalist Workers Party.
[0 To obtain further information about your organization.
[1 To attend meetings and forums of the Socialist Workers Party
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PAGE StX

THE MILITANT

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 27, 1955_

1,207 New Readers Chalked Up
In ‘The Militant’ Sub Campaign

By Justine Lang

Campaign Director

Marking the close of the first
week’s scoreboard, we record
1,207 new readers introduced to
The Militant. This represents
13 per cent of our quota of 10,-
000.

As the branches swing into
action, and the campaign gains
momentum, the confidence and
enthusiasm of the sub-getters is
reflected in the following letter:

M. Garber of Philadelphia:
“Philadelphia got off to a good
start with a total of 92 subs,
and needless to say we are all
pepped up by these results.
There is already talk of over-
subscribing our quota of 300

subs; enthusiasm runs so high
that there has been a proposal
to raise it to 600.

“One of the most satisfying
aspects of our Sunday mobiliza-
tion was the obtaining of 26 new
subscribers in Camden, N. J.
Camden, which lies across the
Delaware River from Philadel-
phia, is a highly industrialized
area, and we found the workers
we reached very receptive to our
ideas.

REAL CONTENDER

“We think we have a real
contender for national pace-
setter honors in Therese Stone—
although a number of others are
grooming themselves for na-
tional leadership.

“You can quote the statement

that Philadelphia is streamlined
for the campaign and is out to
hit 600 subscriptions.”

We have further been inform-
ed that the. Philadelphia Branch
has directed a challenge to the
Minneapolis  Branch, both
branches having equal quotas of
300 subs each. Glancing back

tor of Local New York adds these
interesting points: “This present
sub campaign presents the party
with a greater opportunity for
recruiting than the last one. We
now find that we have to stop
and persuade people who hesi-
tate to spend fifty cents. And
the only persuasion that counts

¢
I

tute a government representative ©

Wright Speaks On British Labor
Before Responsive Toledo Group

is straight Trotskyist agitation.
I believe the rest of the country
will confirm the New York ex-
perience.

“Organizationally, Local New
York is divided into 15 teams,

headed by captains. Areas for
sub work have been selected and
mapped. Each team has the re-

at campaign history, in the
Spring 1945 campaign, Minn-
eapolis rolled up a score of 1,137
subs, their original quota having
been 300; Philadelphia with a
quota of 150 recorded 285 subs.
Will Minneapolis accept the
challenge? We wish to maintain
our neutrality, and so wish both
branches ‘“‘good sub-getting.”

By Ted Reading

TOLEDO, O., Oct. 17—A seri-
ous group of some 50 workers
tonight heard John G. Wright
give a Marxist analysis on the
“British Labor Victory — Its|
Meaning for American Work-
ers.” Comrade Wright gave a
detailed account of the events
which led up to the victory of
the English workers and the
events which have so far fol-
lowed.

The unceremonious booting
out of the Churchill government,
Wright pointed out, was an ex-
pression of the contempt the
British workers have for the
whole capitalist class, and de-
monstrated their desire to insti-

=R =)=
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nsatﬂ):‘bl._‘
Each figure reading “The
Militant” represents 500 sub-
scriptions sold. Each blank

figure represents 500 sub-
scriptions not yet sold.

=

evaluate the development 'and
tempo of the class struggle.,

of the workers.

Thus far, the speaker stated,

the Labor Government has failed mrade o
to take any steps toward the car- Co Welehi: Bhys:n Il

rying out of its avowed p picture of all the misfeaders of
This will lead to an ever growing | labor and pointed out that sta

awareness on the part of the power in England is still in ¢
British workers of the need for|n.n4qs of the capitalists, al-

a truly revolutionary leadership though the Labor Party won the

Branches of the Per |
Socialist Workers Party Quotas Subs Cent
Cincinnati 50 33 66 *
8t. Louis ... 50 16 32
Philadelphia 300 92 31
San Francisco 300 90 30
Connecticut 100 21 21
Flint ......... ] 200 35 18
New York 2000 331 17
Pittsburgh 100 16 16
8t. Paul 100 16 16
Buffalo 300 44 15
Allentown-Bethlehem ... 100 14 14
Youngstown ... ceessssssassesesss 300 41 14
Detroit . 1000 127 13
Bayonne 100 12 12
Seattle ... 300 36 12
Los Angeles ® 1500 175 12
Milwaukee 100 11 11
Portland 75 ‘8 11
Minneapolis 300 26 :}
Newark ... 300 27 9
Boston ............ 200 15 8
-Groups, Members at large and

Priends .ccccvcceoeimiiminmieses 275 3 1
Chicago .. 1000 18 1
Akron 300 0 0
Reading 50 0 0
Rochester 50 0 0
San Diego 50 0 0
Toledo ..... 300 0 0
Cleveland 200 0 [}

TOTAL ...ccccvivirsenicnssanssnans 10,000 1,207 13

P. Mertens of St. Paul enclos-
es this amusing note with a
batch of new subscriptions: “I
hope you weren't confused by the
fact that I only sent in 10 subs
although our night letter read
11. What happened was that the
person who sent the wire off for
me sold another sub before he
sent it, and forgot to notify me
until after I had mailed the 10
in to you.”

Harry Gold, campaign direc-

sponsibility of covering its as-
signed streets. The teams that |
go out in the New York area are
actually carrying out an indis-
pensable election campaign task,
as well as increasing the circle
of readers of The Militant.

“We feel that -canvassing
door-to-door is one qt the most
effective ways of bringing the
program that The Militant
presents right into the homes of
working class families.”

‘Dutch Rulers Fight To Hold

Their Wealth

In the Dutch East Indies to-
day, you get a real picture of
what this war for ‘‘democracy”
was all about. When the Dutch
rulers wanted to rally the Indo-
nesians against the Japanese in
1942, they promised indepen-
dence. But as soon as the war
was over and' the Indonesians
took steps to redeem this pro-
mise, all hell broke loose.

Dutch and British troops were
thrown against the Javanese
people. Instead of disarming
the Japanese troops, the Allies
used them against the Nation-

alist movement. Instead of)|
granting independence, the|
Dutch imperialists, with the

help of their British and Wall
Street allies, are brutally at-
tempting to suppress the inde-
pendence movement of the Indo-
nesian people.

In East Indies

Indies printed in the May, 1943
Fourth International.

L GREAT PROFITS

| “While the native masses lived |
in a continuous struggle to
maintain their meager stand-
ard of living, great profits were
# made by the Dutch companies,”

says P. Van Vliet, author of this
article. “The Indies have proven
| 1o be the most profitable of any
|.colonies . ..
| “The export surplus of the In-
dies was even larger than that of |
India; in (1938 it amounted to,
100 million dollars, and it has
at times been as high as four
hundred million dollars.” [

Militant readers who are look-'
ing for background material on|
this subject will find in this ar-
ticle a wealth of information.

IMPACT HERE

Comrade Wright also pointed
out the tremendous impact of the
British labor victory upon the
American workers.

While today the demand of the
workers here for an’independent
Labor Party is relatively small,
in the near future the slogan

sands of American workers. As
the standard of living for the
workers sinks lower, the Amer-
ican workers will be impelled to
take action on the political arena
in order to protect and further
raise their living standards.

Many workers remained long
after the meeting was adjourn-
ed to ask questions and hear
further discussion.

' AKRON WORKERS

HEAR LECTURE

AKRON, O,, Oct. 12—Comrade
John G. Wright spoke tonight
to an attentive and enthusiastic
audience of 30 Akron workers on
“The British Labor Victory—Its
Meaning for American Workers.”

The Marxist analysis of the
seemingly suddex leftward swing

will be raised by tens of thou-}

in order to solve their problems.

elections. He predicted the even-
tusl and final victory of the
workers and the building of the
workers’ state would be accom-
plished under the leadership of
the Trotskyists, the revolution-
ary socialists. '

BRITISH TRQTSKY!ST ROLE

There was a very good gues-
tion period in which the speaker
gave information on the role eof
the Revolutionary Communist
Party in the English events, and
the attitude of the American
Troiskyists to a Labor Party im
this country.

After Comrade Wright’s talk,
the Chairman pointed out the
many ways in which all the
workers present could participate
in the work of the revolutionary
movement. Everyone was invited
to take part in the new subscrip~
tion drive to get 10,000 new read«
ers for The Militant, by attends
ing the first mobilization on Sun-
day, October 14. A supper and
social at the Socialist Workers
Party headquarters were planned

‘to follow the mobilization.

MILITANT PACE-SETTERS
The twenty who have sold the highest number of subs.
Name Branch Subs Sold
Therese Stone Philadelphia 22
Jerry Kirk Flint 22
Ernest Drake Detroit 16
C. Corli Detroit 14
W. Jones Seattle 14
Mike Warren Seattle 13
Ruth ‘Brady San Francisco 13
L. Lewis ... Detroit 13
C. Wright .. Detroit 11
Arthur Wood Detroit 11
May Manning Los Angeles 11
Sarah ROSS ... East Side, New York 11
Harry GuUiSepDi ..eswsssecsssnissssanses. 580 Francisco 11
Al HAMIA .covecririssenssssarsesnsennee. Harlem, New York 10
Albert , CONWAY  secvcsnseeserornasssssnsassis Los Angeles 9
Pear]l Spangler ... Connecticut 9
Connie Locke East Side, New York 9
M. Ellis ... San Francisco 8
Justine Lang ... R e East Side, New York 8
Andy Drello Buffalo 7

The background of the pres-
ent events is recorded in a spe-
cial article on the Dutch East|

Ask Your Shopmate

Back issues of Fourth In-
ternational may be obtained
by sending 25¢ in stamps or
coin to Business Manager,

. Fourth International, 116
to Subscribe to University Place, N. Y. 3, |

The Mililant N Y- |

of the English workers gave the
audience an understanding of
how the scientific socialist can

JOHN G. WRIGHT
TOUR SCHEDULE

Minneapolis MILwAvRER -

Hear TWIN CrrtEs o e Nov, 2¥

JOHN G. WRIGHT |searruz ™7 ® Frié. mov. &4
“The British Labor Vic-|rormump ™ *° T Nov. n-m
tory—Its Meaning For |sax reancisco. ooy Hov. 163
Friday to Monday., New. 23-3

American Workers”
Sunday, November 4,

LOS ANGELES, BAN DIEGO

Thurs., Nov. 29 to W Dee, |
KANSAS CITY e &

Monday, Tuesday, Des,

3:30 p.m. ST. LOUIS ¥ =n
= Thursday, Friday, Dee.

PITTSBURGH v R,

10 South 4th St.

Sunday to Tuesdsy, Dec. 16-38

THE HISTORY OF AMERICAN TROTSKYISM — by James P. Cannon

Previous installments of Comrade Cannon’s book described
the emergence of the American Communist Party out of the
left wing of the Socialist Party in 1919, the erpulsion of the
Trotskyists in 1928, the formation of a new party and the be-
ginning of mass work. The Minneapolis truckdrivers' strike
was a milestone for the Trotskyists.

In our movement we never played with the absurd idea that
only those directly connected with a union are capable of giving
assistance. Modern strikes need political direction more than
anything else. -If our party, our League as we called it then, de-
served to exist it would have come to the aid of the local comrades.
As is always the case with trade union leaders, especially in strike
times, they were under the weight and stress of a thousand press-
ing details. A political party, on the other hand, rises above the
details and generalizes from the main issues. A trade union
leader who rejects the idea of political advice in the struggle
against the bosses and their government, with its cunning devices,
traps and methods of exerting pressure, is deaf, dumb and blind.
Our Minneapolis comrades were not of this type. They turned
to us for help. s

We sent quite a few forces into the situation. 1 went there
about two weeks before the outbreak of the second strike. After
I had been there a few days, we agreed to call in more aid—a
whole staff, in fact. Two additional people were brought from
New York for journalistic work: Shachtman and Herbert Solow,
an experienced and talented journalist who was a sort of sym-
pathizer of our movement at that time. Borrowing an idea from
the Toledo Auto-Lite strike, we called in another comrade whose
specific task was to organize the unemployed to assist the strike.
That was Hugo Oehler who was a very capable mass worker and
trade unionist. His work in Minneapolis was the last bit of good
he ever did for us. Soon afterwards he caught the sectarian sick-
ness. But up to then Oechler was all right, and he contributed
something to the strike.

On top of this, we imported a general attorney for the union,
Albert Goldman. We knew from previous experience that a law-
yer is very important in a strike, if you can get a good one. It
is very important to have your own “mouthpiece” and legal front
who gives you honest advice and protects your legal interests.
There are all kinds of ups and downs in a hard-fought strike.

Sometimes things get too hot for the “disreputable” strike leaders. |

Then you can always push a lawyer forward and he says calmly:
“Let us reason together and see what the law says.” Very handy,
especially when you have such a brilliant lawyer and loyal man
as Al Goldman.

We gave all we could to the strike from our center in New
York, on the same principle as I mentioned before, which should
serve as the guiding line for every kind of activity of a serious
party, or a serious person for that matter. This is the principle:
If you are going to do anything, for heaven’s sake do it properly,
do it right. Never dabble, never do anything halfway. Woe to
the lukewarm! “Because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold
nor hot, I will spew thee out of my mouth.”

The strike began July 16, 1934, and lasted five weeks. I
think I ~an say without the slightest exaggeration, without fear
of any contradiction, that the July-August strike of the Min-
neapolis truck drivers gnd helpers has entered into the annals of
the history of the American labor movement as one of its great-
est, most heroic and best organized struggles. Moreover: the strike
and the union forged in its fires are identified forever in the labor
movement, not only here but all over the world, with Trotskyism
in action in the mass movement of the workers. Trotskyism made
a-number of specific contributions to this strike which made all
the difference between the Minneapolis strike and a- hundred
others of the period, some of which involved more workers in more
socially important localities and industries. Trotskyism made the
contribution of organization and preparations down to the last
detail. That is something new, that is something specifically
Trotskyvist. Second, Trotskyism introduced into all the plans and
preparations of the union and the strike, from beginning fo end,
the class line of militancy; not as a subjective reaction—that®is
seen in every strike—but as a deliberate policy based on the
theory of the class struggle, that you can't win anything from the
bosses unless you have the will to fight for it and the strength
to take it. _

The third contribution of Trotskyism to the Minneapolis strike
—the most interesting and perhaps the most decisive—was that

we met the government mediators on their own ground. I tell you,
one of the most pathetic things observable in that period was to
see how in one strike after another the workers were outmanen-
vered and cut to pieces, and their strike broken by the “friends
of labor” in the guise of federal mediators.

These slick rascals would come in, take advantage of the igno-
rance and inexperience and political inadequacy of local leaders,
and assure them that they were there as friends. Their assign-
ment was to “settle the trouble” by extorting concessions from the
weaker side. Inexperienced and politically unschooled strike leaders
were their prey. They had a routine, a formula to catch the un-
| wary. “I am not asking you to give any concession to the bosses,
| but give me a concession so that I can help you.” Then, after
something had been given away through gullibility: “I tried to get
a corresponding concession from the bosses but they refused. I
think you had better make more concessions: public sentiment is
turning against you.” And then pressure and threats: ‘‘Roose-
velt will issue a statement.” Or “We will feel obligated to publish
something in the papers against you if you aren’t more reasonable
and responsible.” Then get the poor greenhorns into conference
rooms, keep them there hours and hours on end and terrorize
them. This was the common routine these cynical scoundrels em-
ployed.

They came into Minneapolis all greased up for another stand-
ard performance. We were sitting there waiting for them. We said,
“Come on. You want to negotiate, do you? All right. That is fine.”
Of course our comrades put it in the more diplomatic language
of the negotiations “protocol,” but that was the gist of our atti-
tude. Well, they never negotiated two cents out of the Trotskyist
leaders of Local 574. They got a dose of negotiations and diplo-
macy which they are still gagging from. We wore out three of
them before the strike was finally settled.

Despicable Role of Federal Mediators

A fayorite trick of the confidence men known as federal media-

tors in those days was to assemble green strike leaders in a room,
| play upon their vanity and induce them to commit themselves
| to some kind of compromise, which titey were not authorized to
, make. The federal mediators would convince the strike leaders
| that they were “big shots” who must take a “responsible” attitude.
The mediators knew that concessions yielded by leaders in negotia-
tions can very rarely be recalled. No matter how much the workers
may oppose it, the fact that the leaders have already committed
themselves in public compromises the position of the union and
creates demoralization in the ranks.

This routine cut many a strike to pieces in that period. It didn't
work in Minneapolis. Our people weren't “big shots” in the
negotiations at all. They made it clear that their authority was
extremely limited, that they were in fact the more moderate and
reasonable wing of the union, and that if they took a step out of
line they would be replaced on the negotiations committee by other
types. This was quite a poser for the strike-butchers who had
come to Minneapolis with their knives out for unsuspecting sheep.
Every once in a while Grant Dunne would be added to the Com-
mittee. He would just sit in a corner saying nothing, but scowl-
ing Bvery time there was any talk of concessions.

The strike was a hard and bitter fight but we had plenty of
fun in planning, the sessions of the union negotiations committee
with the media®¥rs. We despised them and all their wily artifices
and tricks, and their hypocritical pretenses of good fellowship and
friendship for the strikers. They were nothing but the agents of
the government in Washington, which in turn is the agent of the
employing class as a whole. That was perfectly clear to a Marxist,
and we took it as rather an insult for them to assume that we
could be taken in by the methods they employed with novices.
They tried it though. Apparently they didn't know any other
methods.

But they didn’t make an inch of headway until they got down
to cases, put pressure on the bosses and made concessions to the
union. The collective political experience of our movement was
very useful in dealing with the federal mediators. Unlike stupid
sectarians, we didn’t ignore them. Sometimes we would initiate
discussions. But we didn’t let them use us, and we didn’t trust
them for one moment. Our general strategy in the strike was to
| fight it out, not give anything away to anybody, to hold on and
| fight it out. That was Trotskyjst contribution number four. It
may appear to be a very simple and obvious prescription, but that

LESSONS FOR LABOR IN 1934 MINNEAPOLIS STRIKES

is not the case. It was not obvious to the great majority of strike
leaders of the time.

The fifth and crowning contribution that Trotskyism made to
the Minneapolis strike was the publication of the daily strike news-
paper, the Daily Organizer. For the first time in the history of
the American labor movement, strikers were not left dependent on
the capitalist press, were not befuddled and terrorized by it, did
not see public sentiment disoriented by the capitalist monopoly
of the press. The Minneapolis strikers published their own daily
newspaper. This was done not by a half-million coal miners, a
hundred thousand auto or steel workers, but by a single local
union of 5,000 truck drivers, a new union in Minneapolis which
had Trotskyist leadership. This leadership understood that pub-
licity and propaganda are highly important, and that is some-
thing very few trade union leaders know.

It is almost impossible to convey the tremendous effect of this
daily newspaper. It wasn't a big one—just a two-page tabloid.
But it completely counteracted the capitalist press. After a day
or two we didn’t care what the daily papers of the bosses said.
They printed all kinds of things but it didn’t make that much dif-
ference in the ranks of the strikers. They had their own paper
and took its reports as gospel. The Daily Organizer covered the
town like a blanket. Strikers at the headquarters all used to get it
straight from the press. The Women’s Auxiliary sold it in every
tavern in town that had working class customers. In many saloons
in working class neighborhoods they would leave a bundle of papers
on the bar with a slotted collection can beside them for contribu-
tions, Many a dollar was collected that way and carefully watched
by the friendly bartenders.

Union men used to come from the shops and railroad yards
every night to get bundles of the Organizer for distribution among
the men on their shifts. The power of that little paper, its hold
on the workers, is indescribable. They believed the Organizer and
no other paper. Occasionally a story would appear in the capitalist
press about some new development in the strike. The workers |
wouldn't believe it. They would wait for the Organizer to see what
the truth was. Press distortions of strike incidents and outright
fabrications—which have destroyed the morale of many a strike—
didn’t work in Minneapolis, More than once, among a crowd that
dlways surged around strike headquarters when the latest issue
of the Organizer was delivered, one could hear remarks such as
this: “You see what the Organizer says. I told you that story in
the Tribune was a damned lie.” That was the general sentiment
of the workers toward the voice of labor in the strike, the Daily
Organizer.

The Daily Organizer Arms the Workers

This powerful instrument didn’t cost the union a penny. On
the contrary, the Daily Organizer made a profit from the first day
and carried the strike through when there was no money in the
treasury. The profits of the Organizer paid the daily expenses of
the commissary. The paper was distributed free to anyone who
wanted it, but nearly every sympathetic worker gave from a nickel
to a dollar for a copy. The morale of the strikers was kept
up by it, but above all, the role of the Organizer was that of an
educator.

Every day the paper had the news of the strike, some jokes |
about the h¢sses; some information about what went on in the
labor movement. There was even a daily carfoon drawn by a local
comrade. Then there would be an editorial drawing the lessons
of the past 24 hours, day after day, and pointing the way ahead.
“This is what has happened. This is what is coming next. This
is our position.” The striking workers were armed and prepared
if®advance for every move of the mediators or Governor Olson.

‘We would be poor Marxists if we couldn’t see 24 hours in ad-
vance. We called the turn so many times that the strikers began
to take our forecasts as news and to rely upon them as such.
The Daily Organizer was the greatest of all the weapons in the
arsenal of the Minneapolis strike. I can say without any qualifi-
cation that of all the contributions we made, the most decisive,
the one that tipped the scale to victory, was the publication of the
daily paper. Without the “Organizer” the strike would not have
been won. s 3

All these contributions which I have mentioned were in-
tegrated and carried out in the greatest harmony between the
staff sent by the National Committee and the local comrades in

] the leadership of the strike. The lessons of the hotel strike, the

lamentable experiences with swelled-headed
were fully assimilated in Minneapolis. There
laboration from beginning to end.

The strike presented Floyd Olson; Farmer-Labor -governos;
with a hard nut to crack. We understood the contradictions Ye
was in. He was, on the one hand, supposedly a representative of
the workers; on the other hand, he was governor of a bourgeois
state, afraid_ of public opinion and afraid of the employers. He
was caught in a squeeze hetween his obligation to do something, or;
appear to do something, for the workers and his fear of letiing
the strike get out bounds.

. Our policy was to exploit these contradictions, to demand
things of him begause he was labor's governor, to take everything
we could get and holler every day for more. On the other hand, we
criticized and attacked him for every false move and never made

the slightest concession te the theory that the strikers should
rely on his advice.

Floyd Olson was undoubtedly the leader of the official laboe
movement in Minnesota, but we did not recognize his leadership.
The labor bureaucrats in Minneapolis were under his leadership,
just as the present bureaucrats of the CIO and AFL are under the
leadership of Roosevelt. Roosevelt is the boss, and Floyd Olson:
was the boss of the whole labor movement in Minneapolis except
Local 574. But he wasn’t our boss: we didn’t hesitate to attack
him in the most ruthless manner. Under these attacks he would
flinch a little bit and make a concession or two which the strike
leadership would grab on the fly. We had no sentiment for him
at all. The local labor bureaucrats were weeping and wailing in
fear that his political career would be ruined. We didn’t care.
That was his affair, not ours. What we wanted was more conces~
sions from him, and we hollered for them day after day. The
labor skates were scared to death. “Don't do this: don't push him
into this calamity; remember the difficulties of his position.”

Governor Olson Declares Martial Law

We paid them no mind and went our own way. Pushed and
pounded from both sides, afraid to help the strikers and afraid
not to, Floyd Olson declared martial law.

This is really one of the most fantastic things that ever hape
pened in the history of American labor. A Farmer-Labor gove
ernor proclaimed martial law and stopped the trucks from running,
That was supposed to be one on the side of labor., But then he al-
lowed the trucks to run again under special permits. That was one
for the bosses. Naturally the pickets undertook to stop the trucks,
permit or no permit. Then, a few days later, the Farmer-Labor
governor’s militia raided the headquarters of the strike and ar-
rested the leaders.

I am jumping a little ahead of the story. Upon the declaration
of martial law, the first casualties, the first military prisoners of
Olson and his militia became myself and Max Shachtman. I don’t '
know how they found out we were there, as we were not very
conspicuous in public. But Shachtman was wearing a great big
ten-gallon cowboy hat—where he got it, or why in God’s name he
wore it, I never knew—and that made him conspicuous. I suppose
that is how they located us. Ome evening Shachtman and I came
away from the strike headquarters, walked downtown, and, being
in need of diversion, looked around to see what shows were play«
ing. Toward the lower end of Hennepin Avenue we were cone-
fronted with an alternative: in one place a burlesque show, next
door a movie. Which to go to? Well, naturally, I said a movie.
A couple of detectives, who had been on our trail, followed us m
and arrested us there. What a narrow escape from being arrested
in a burlesque show. What a scandal it would have been. I would
never have lived it down, I am sure.

They kept us in jail for about 48 hours: then took us imto
court. I never saw SO many bayonets in one place in my life as
there were in and around the courtroom. All these young, up-state
“apple-knockers” and white collar squirts in the militia seemed to
be quite eager to get a little bayonet practice. Some of our friends
were in the court watching the proceedings. Finally the judge
turned us over to the military, and Shachtman and I were marched
down the corridors and down the stairs between two rows of
bayonet-clutching militiamen. As they were marching us out of
the courthouse, we heard a shout overhead.

Bill Brown and Mick Dunne were sitting comfortably up in
a third-floor window watching the procession, laughing and wav-
ing at us. “Look out for those bayonets,” Bill shouted. Anything
for a Jaugh in Minneapolis. When a few days later Bill and Mick
were arrested by the Militia, they took it just as light-heartedly.

(To Be Continued)

and disloyal people,
was the closest colal
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N. Y. Labor Leaders’ Support Of Boss (andidates
Is Real Cause Of Workers” "Apathy” To Election

Trotskyist Candidates Fight
Vicious Jim Crow System

The workers of New York City
are displ a marked lack of
interest in surrent mayor-
alty election scampaign, Regis-
traglen has fallen off over a
quarier of A millien in compari«
son with the previous mayer-
alty elsction in 1041, One New
Yo OF reports: “Un-

ble apathy on the part
of the electorate as evidenced by
the smallest registration far a
Mayoralty eleetion since 1929.”
¥ is generslly recognized that
the bulk of those who refrained
from registering are workers,
The Stalinist Daily Worker
complains that the low registra-
tion, *“threatens to eut into the
laber wvote.” An open letter to
enyolless in the American Labor
Party raperts; ‘‘Lethargy in
ALY ranks has cyt the numn»
ber of workers. Vital strength
of the ALUP. has always been
abflity to organize large groups
of eanvassers, clerical workers,
ete., lacking thus far in Mayor-
alty ecampaign. Progressives
must povercome apathy-. . ."

Despite large sums of money
spent in an effort to stimulate
interest the- workers remain
apathetic, The ‘labor states-
men' whe have undertaken the
task of delivering the labor vote
to their respective capifalist
capdidates are terribly unset.
They have takep to scalding the
workara for neglecting to exer-
cise their demogratic right to

NO GONFIDENCE
It has probably never ppcurred
to these gentlemen that the re-
fusal of the workers to register
potuslly & vete of no confi-
moe in the bankrupt pelicy of
the labor officialdom, The
workers, in !&c‘v«;ﬁln: num:;er.
' pereentage in sunporting
candidates of the Democratio
and Republican partles for pub-
He office.
The “labor statesmen” In New

endorsed any eandidate
Mayor, but call upon the warkers

York have once again confront-®

ed the workers with the choice
of veting for Tweedledee or
Tweedledum, The American

Tabor Party has nominated the

Tammany candidate O’Dwyer
as “labor's ohoice” while the
Liberal Party has as their no-
minee, the Republican eandi-
date, Goldstein.

The 8talinists, on the other
hand, declare that they have not
for

to vote for the ALP candidate

who happens, by accident, to be
the Democrat O'Dwyer.

All of these labor agents of the

boss class attempt to falst upon

the workers the patent swindle
that a vote for the Tammany

Demgerat, O'Dwyer, on the ALP
tiocket, or @ yote for the Repub-
lican candidate, Goldstein, on the
Liberal Party row, is a vote

for
labor! .
BQTH DISCREDITED
But this fraud has worn &0

transparently thin that no intel-
ligent worker js taken in by it.

Both major political parties are

becoming more and more dis-
evedited. Given their awn inde-
pendent candidates, running on
a labar program under the ban-
ner of an independent labor
party, the workers Will respond
enthusiastically and energetic-
ally to the summons for a
struggle on the political arena

against their class enemies.

The workers can be aroused

from their apathy by giving them
3 program and banner worth vot-

ing and tighting for. Recog-
nizging this fact, the candidates
of the Trotskyist Party, Farrell
Debbs fer Mayor and Louise
Bimpson for City Council, are

advancing the slogan of indepen-

dent warking class political ae-
tion as one of the major issues

in the New York elections

Buffalo Lahor Candidates
Supported By Trotskyists

(Continued from Page 1)

esentation for  minority
mm in all branches of the
city government.

Both D. O. Walker, Pastor of
Bethel AME. Church, and
Frank Merriweather, editor of
the pro-labor Buffalo Criterion,
deglared. that labor.- mneeds. its

own party. In an inferview with |

the Buffale correspondent of
The Militant, Dr, Walker spoke
of the terrible housing situation
in the Negro distriots and the
need for low-rent housing with-
out Jim Crow restrictions. Mr.
Merriweather likewise spoke to
The Militant correspondent on
the question of housing.

WMerriweather favors a S0«
heour week without reduction in
pay. He opposes serapping the
government-built plants, declar-
ing they should be placed upder
cantrol of the trade unions and
used te produce the things the
workers need.
SMASH FASCISTS

Disoussing the increased ac-
tivity of the fascist groups in this
eountry, Merriweather expressed
the opinion that labor must see
to it that the {ascists sre smash-
¢4 before they get started.

The Buffalo Branch of the

NEW YORK
28th Anniversary
Celebration of
Russian Revolution
Sunday, Nov. 4
Speakers: J. P. Cannon
Louise Simpson
HOTEL DIPLOMAT
108 W. 43rd Street
Farrell Dobbs

Soeelalist Workers Party intends
to conduct an active campaign
in the election on the necessity
of huilding 8 Labor Party as a
fighting instrument to maintain
the standard of living and to se-
cure jobs for all

The Branch urges voting for
the following independent Amer-
ijcan Labor Party candidates:

D.. O. Walker, Councilman,

Ellicott District.

¥rank Merriweather Super-

visor, Fifth Ward,

Harry Apple, Supervisor,

Eighth Ward.

James Connors, Supervisor,
Twenty-fourth Ward.
Charles Barfield, County

Treasurer,

By voting only for these candi-
dates, declared the SWP, “we
will take a big step forward to-
ward the building of a party of
labor independent of the po-
litical parties of the bosses.

VOTE FOR LABOR

“pon't vote for Democratic or
Republican candidates,” con-
tinued the statement, “A vote
for. them is & vote for Big Bus.
iness control of the city govern~
ment. 'The same goes for the
‘independent’ candidate for
Mayor, Schwab, who is their
agent also.

“Vote only for Tabor candi-
dates who are running inde-
pendently of the Boss Parties
and who have made no deals
with the enemies of the workers.

“Put labor men, controlled by
labor into city offices! Let us
start now the necessary job of
building the independent Party
of Labor,”

San Diego
Buy THE MILITANT
AT 242 BROADWAY

T

Hear The Program
of the

Trotskyist Candidates

In the coming

New York Municipal Elections
B RADIO BROADCAST SCHEDULE
| Thursday, Oct, 25, 10:45 to 11:00 p.m.:

Station WQXR, 1560 on dial, "'Public Service Series"
Seturday, Oct, 27, 9:00 to 9:30 p.m.:

Station WNEW, 1130 on dial, "'People’s Choice”
Sunday, Oct. 28, 10:15 to 10:30 p.m.

Station WMCA, 570 on dial,.
Monday, Oct, 29, 10:00 to 10:30 p.m.

Station WNEW, 1130 on dial, ‘‘People’s Choice™
Saturday, Nov. 3, 9:00 to 9:30 p.m.

Station WNEW, 1130 on dial, "'People’s Choice"
Sunday, Nov. 4, 10:15 to 10:30 p.m.:

Station WMCA, 570 on dial,.

Meonday, Neov. 5, 10:00 to 10:30 p.m.

1 - Statiem WNEW, 1130 on dial, "'People’s Choice"

e

Beaten By Anti-Union Thugs

Sol Dellinger eomforts hig wife Genora, who was seriously
injured by unjdentified thugs, The strong-arm assailanis
broke into the Dgllinger home before dawn, flashed a light en
the sleeping couple and black-jacked them.

(Continued frem Page 1)
marks of a corporation plot to
terrorize the auto workers and
spread discord in their ranks on
the eve of a pending great strike
struggle for a 30 per cent wage
inorease and the city elections in
which Frankensteen is runping
as a labor candidate far yar.

SMEAR CAMPAIGN

The kept press here, complete-
ly dominated by the aute eor-
porations, has seized upon the
assaults for a “smear Ilabor”
campaign amidst the UAW wage
fight and the growing support
for Frankensteen, reflected In a
new high for registratlons in
municipal elections here.

This makes it all the more ap»
parent that the corporations and
thelr agents, both within and
outside the labor movement, are
behind these terroristic attacks,
whlle scheming to discredit the
labor movement with slanderous
cries of “gangsterism,"”

Answering a vicious editorial
in the Detroit ¥ree Press of O¢e
tober 19, Richard Frankensteen
that same night in a radio ad-
.dress  correctly branded the
newspaper campaign as & lynsh
incitement against organized la-
bor coupled with an attempt to
foment discord {n lahor's.ranks,
including the pitting of white
and Negro workers agalnst each
other. He charged that the boss
campaign is an integral part of
& plot to smash labor.

WORKERS CLOBE RANKS

A powerful sentiment is de~
veloping among local auto un-
ion officials and militants for
& firm oclosing of the workers,

Mass Meeting
Protests Chicago
Jim Crow Acts

CHICAGO — An epidemic of
strikes ageinst Negroes In high
schools of the Chicago-Gary area
seems to be dying down, The
movement started on September
18, when 500 white students at
Froebel High School in Gary, In-
diana, left their classes in protest
against the presence of Negroes
lin the school,

The movement spread to at
least two other Gary schools and
to several Chicago schools, in-
cluding Englewood and Morgan
Park.

The strikes have been con-
demned by the Chicago Teach-
ers Union and by several mass
meetings. A mass meeting on
Sunday, Octoher 7, at the Metro-
politan Church in Chicago, vpted
to send a delegation to Mayor
Kelly, asking him to conduct an
investigation and to enforce the
law. It was also decided to ap-
peal to labor through the State

CIO and AFL to use their in-
fluence in preventing such at-
tacks.

Said Attorney Winbush at the
Sunday meeting,’ “You can't
blame & child for following the
example of his government.” He
pointed to the polioy of discrimi-
nation the government follows
in the armed forces.

and City organizations of the.

Hoodlum Attacks Stir
Detroit Labor Unions

rapks in ordey most effectively to
resist the corporation pffensive
angd the auto barpns’ slapder and
terror campaign.

Rriggs Loeal 212 has been for
years in the forefront of mill-
tant union actien azainet the
sute companies. It has been &
major target of the anti-labor
forces, It is hardly an accident
that leading members of L.ocal
212 have been pelepted far vie-r
timisation in the gangster fashe
fon leng associnted with the
union - busting policies of ihe
corperations.

Local 212, the day affer the
beating of Mrs. Dollinger, offered
8 $600 reward, as it had dons
previously in the cases of Vega
and Snowden, “far information
leading to the apprehension and
convietion of these responaible
for these dastardly atiscks,”

In a statement jssued to the
pregs, the investigating commit-
tee of Local 213 called upon the
UAW internatignal executive
board, whioch had failed to act
in the earlier assaults, to under~
take & vigorous investigation and
post a $5.000 reward for infarm-
ation,

LOCAL STATEMENT

The Looal 212 gtatement scores
the fallure of the UAW interna-
tional officers to act after the
first assaults ocourred, a failure
which the statement claims is
“largely responsible for this new
attack.” It adds, “We welcome
the statement of Vice-President
Walter Reuther that the re-
sources of our whole unifon will
now be thrown into the fight
against these hoodlums,

“Our committea will ask other
locals to further supplement our
reward offer and to acquaint
their memberships with the his-
tory of these attacks. These at-
tacks must be brought to an
end!”

The local has also announced
that it would demand and insist
that the threatened members of
its investigating committee be
permitted to carry arms as pro-
tection against further gangster-
corporation assaults.

Mrs. Dollinger's condition is
reported improving, although it
is still serious, Doctors feared
at first the possibility of a par-
alysis due to brain econcussion,
but it is believed she Is now out
of danger.

By Louise Simpson
Trotskyist Candidate
‘For N. Y. City Council

FULL EQUALITY FOR ALL
RACIAL AND NATIONAL MIN-
ORITIES!

This is ane of the basic planks
in the New York election plat-
form of the Trotskylst Party,
ballot designation of the Social-
ist Workers Party,

The Trotskylst candidates,
Farrell Dobhs for Mayor and
Louise Simpsop for City Council,
demand an end to the vicious
Jim Crow system which subjects
millions of human beings to hu-
miliating gegregation and bar-
baraus digscrimination because of
their color,

Race gdiscrimination is rooted
in the papitalist profit system
which is based upon the exploit-
ation of man by man. ‘That is
why we Trotskyists declare that
Jim COrow can be uprooted only
by a radical transformation of
the present social system. Only
Socialism can remove the under-
lying causes which nourish all
forms of hatred, fear, exploita-
tion and oppression.

RECORD OF LIES

Those political parties which
uphold the present soplal ordar
OANNOT eliminate the evils
which capitalism breeds,
whole record of the Democratic
and Republican parties is ope
of les and broken pramisss te
the Negro people. How could it
be otherwise? Both parties rep-
resent the interests of the rul-
ing capitalist class, Both are do-
minated and controlled by the
lords of wprofit and privilege.
Under the present two - party
system, the Republican and
Democratic politicians may gove
ern but Wall Street rules.

The Negro people can achleye
their just demands for full eco-
nomie, political and social equal-
ity only by breaking decisively
with the capitalist political par-
ties responsible for upholding the
Jim Crow system and by taking
the'road of independent political
action.

When..the - American Labar
Party . was- farmed, the working
people nf New York expected it

would function as a genuine in-!

dependent political organization,
uniting organized labor with all
racial and national minorities in
a fight' against their common
enemy, Butl in this election the
leaders of the American Labor
Party and their counter-parts of
the Liberal Party support the
candidates of the Demoeratic

STALINIST RANKS RESENT
FOSTER-TAMMANY DEAL

(Continued from Page 1)

inists logically concluded to dis-
solye the Communist Party,

AFTER BROWDER
The scapegoat Browder was
flayed as & “revisionist,” dis-

graced and deposed for drawing
to its logical conclusion, the Stal-
inist proposition that: “The peo-
ple of the United States do not
yet understand the need for so-
cialism in our country and there-
fore the Communists do not raise
it as an issue . ., ” We have, in
this proposition, an exact re-
statement of the Browder thesis
as contained in the.Communist
Party Platform for N, Y. City
Elections,” published in The
Worker, Oct. 7, 1945 AB, (After
Browder),

The Stalinist wartime policy

of “national unity” with monop-

NEW

Manhatton:

Brooklyn:

Manhattan:

146 St. and 7 Ave.
126 St. and 7 Ave.

Socialist Workers Party

STREET MEETINGS
| FRIDAY, OCT. 26

12 Noon—38 St. between 7 and 8 Aves.
Afternoon—146 St. and 7 Ave.
126 St. and 7 Ave.

6:50 p.m.—Franklin Ave. and Fulton St.

SATURDAY EVENING, OCT. 27
Bronx: 161 St. and Prospect Ave.

Vote for:
FARRELL DOBBS for Mayor
LOUVISE SIMPSON for City Council

YORK

The |

"tional unity” which he helped

and Republican parties. This is
political company-unionism,

STALINIST BETRAYAL

They are gjded in this be-
trayal by the so-called Commun-
ist Party (Btalinists) which has
concluded a shame-faced alli~
ance with the bosses of Tam-
many Hall,

This alliance bore its first rot-
ten fruit in the nomination of
Benjamin J, Dayvis, 8 national
officer of the Communist Party,
as the candidate of the Demo-
cratic party. After heing nom-
inated, Pavis was then publicly
repydiated by the corrupt Tam-
many machine. Despite his will-
ingness to accept the nomina-
tion of a party which includes
among its leaders the bitterest
enemies of the Negro people,
Davis now finds himself running
as an Independent candidate.

The Soclalist Workers Party
(Trotskyist) therefore, calls up-

LOUISE SIMPSON

on the -voters of Maphattan to
cast their second choice vote for
Davis not because he and his
party have anything in common |
with real Communism, but solely
because he is a Negro candidate
on the ticket of @ working class
party. Under the method of
proportional representation in
the--councilmanie elections the
voters can indigate their order
of preference opposite the names

The NEGRO
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color.”

Charles B. Johnsan, 24, who
was recently discharged after §8
montha en Atlantic patrol duty,
upon reaehing home immediately
applied for war housing acoamn
modation under the provisions
of a new housing act,

He was informed that there
were no housing units available.
He soon determined, however,
that white veterans were belng
placed and that there were hun-
dreds of empty housing units in
the so-called white prajects
which had been conatrugted with
the money from taxpayers of all
colors.

When he presented the War
housing center with these faets,
he was quickly informed that
it was “agalnst their policy” to
place Negroes, be they velerans
or net, In other than segregated
projects. They did net attempt
to hide their brazen Jim Crow
policy in the leas't.

TIME TO STOP

Johnson then wrate the Com-
mon Council of Detrait, protest-
ing vigorously against '‘this bil-
hoistiec interpretation of free-
dom.” “It 18 time," he oontinued,
that they “step diseriminating
Aeainst Amerieans of Negro ex-
traction because of their dif-
ferences and start emphasizing
the similarity of Negroes and all
Americans . . . by a polioy of in-
tegration in opposition to segre-
gation.”

By his uncompremising and
militant approach, he forced the
Detroit Housing commissien te
grant him & hearing. “In a cool
and straightforward manner,”
reports the Michigan Chrenidle,
he presented his cese againet
discrimination in hia home tewn.

Revealing the faet that the
hypocrisy of the high-seunding
tlpgans in the jmperialist war
foy profits had baen unioldad be-
fore him in real life, he stated,
“1 returnesd home hoping to find
the freedom I had fought for.
Now I'm back in my native De-
troit and can't evern find a de-
cent place to live and hring up
my som."

But the Detroit Heusing Com-
mission, reacting as all agenicies

of the various candidates.

A vote for the Trotskyist can-|
didates, Farrell Dobbs for Ma.vorl
and Louise Simpson for Cuyl
Council, is a vote for indepand-
ent working class political aece
ton! |

A vote for independent work-,
ing class political aotion s &
vate te kill Jim Crow!

oly capital resulted in the be-!
trayal of the oppressed and tofl-
ing masses. We haye the testi-
mony of the Stalinist candidate
for New York City Council,
Benjamin J. Davis, on this score.
Summing up the policy of “na-

carry through, Davis confessed:

“On the basis of our policy,
our correct and sincere slogan
of ending racial and religious
discrimination was, in effect,
seriously weakened,. since, in
practice, we. relled upon the
monopoly capitalists responsible
for this discrimination, to wipe
it out.” (“Daily Worker,” July
22, 1945).

MONOPOLY CAPITALISM

While taking responsibility for
Browder’s “revisionism” during
the discussion last summer, the
present crop of C.P. leaders
promisei to do better in the
future. What real change, if
any, has occurred since? In the
current New York elections the
Stallnists repeat the Browder
formula for hetrayal almost word
for word. They call upon the
workers to “unite” with the
bankers, landlords and bosses in
a “broad labor-progressive coali-
tion” in support of the Tam-
many Democrat O'Dwyer,”

The Democratic Party, as well
as its Republican 'counter-part,
is a political agency of the Amer-
ican capitalist class. _"Amerl-
can capitalism,” as Browder ex-
plained, “is monopoly capital-
ism.” To support the Wall Street
controlled candidates of the
capitalist political parties means
to support the continued rule of
monopoly capitalism, It is im-
possible to escape from this con-
clusion. Camouflage it as they
will, the “new” Stalinist line re-

of the capitalist government are
lorced to rezct, arrogantiy used
the acoasion of this feayless at-
taclk on tho vile praciice of dise
crimination to reaffirm their
pesition on Jim Crowism.

REAFFIRM POLICY

glmlmmmmmmuumummummmmnmumuunummlmnml;

Aftay listening to Johnsow's .
exposure of the basic aud unvar- |
nishad tryth, they adopted a re-

“Labor with a white akin
capnot emancipate u;qll
where labor with a blac

skin is brarded.”

~Kart. Marx

STRUGGLE ., o sncson
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Hellish Homecoming

Another lesson in the role of the official governmental
agencies as sources of digerimination was driven home last
month {n Detroit, where a Nagro ex-Coast Guardsman was
openly and admit{edly denied avallable heusing aecom-
modations for his family bec;use his skin was the “wrong

solution which again insultingly
proclaimed their “peliny of not
changing the ‘racial character-
istics’ of 8 neighborhoed."

Attempting to cover aver this
arbitrary and bureaucratic pol-
icy of anti-Negrolsm with a frau-
cdulent cloak of ‘“demecracy,’”
they added that they “weuld con-
tinue to do s¢ until such time
as in the opinion of the Hous-
ing Commission the majority of
the populatien in DPetrpit e~
quests them to do otherwide.”

Thus we have another exam-~
ple of the fruits of “Wetary™ in
the “war for the four freadems™
which was se enthusiastioally
whooped up during its course by
mest of our olvie misleaders and
gome now-discredited working-
olass political parties.

Johnson's fight symbalizes ne
small phase of the fight of tha
entire Negro minority. The Mili~
tant has repeatedly wamned thaé
the struggle for Negve equality
and the strugale against discrim-
ination must alse inclyde an in-
transigent struggle against seg-
regation. That is the kay ames~
tion. We must not accept Jim
Craw spheols, housing projests,
hospitals, or factory units, Such
practice can only lead to further
oppression, stigmatization as jm=
feriors and weakened golidarity
in the final determinate foroe=—
the working olass,

“MUCH WORSE NOW”

Understanding the naturg of
the state and its ramifying subr
sidiary branches as organs of the
ruling ocapitalist class whigh
thrives and profits by Leeping
the Negro dowm, we Houbht that
Johngon's just fight will reap a
Jogal victary. Nevertheless, It
should he continued so that the
true role of the government will
be further exposed before the
Megre workers and they will
lknow that they must seek a fiym
ailiance with the lahor meve-
ment and press for an Independ~
ent Labor Party in order to ille-
galive such practices. as this,
which keeps Negro familles
without homes when there are
hundreds available.

“During those long three and
a half years away from home,”
Johncon told The Militant, “I
helieved that the NAACP and
other organizations would guce
cessfully wipe out discrimina-
tign here at home. Now upon re-
turning and viewing tha situation
impartially, T know that condi-
tions for the Negro as compar-
ed to when I left are worse —
much worse,”

AKRON-Visit The Mlilltant Club, 405.0
Everett Bidg,, 38 East Market St., apen
Tues, gnd urs. 2 to 4 p.m.. Mon.,
Wed.. Fri. 7 to & pm.

Fridgy, Oot. 26, 8 p.m. Forum on
“The Indoneslan Independence War,"
spsaker: D. Bwensen, Free admission

;o' Militant Dollay-A-Month-Club Meme«
5.

L
ALLENTOWN-BETHLEREM—Publlc dis-
cuselon meeting on cyrrent tqples ev-
ery Thursday, § p.m, st Milliant Laber

Ferum, 8. E, corner Front snd Ham-
filton Streets, Alléntown.
- L -

BOBTON—-Office at 30 Btuart 5t, open
evenings (except Sundays) until 0:30;
3lso Mondsy and Saturdey afternoons,
Come ih and get acqusintéd. Complete
stook of literatyre.

LR B

BUFFALO—Opsn housa every BSaturdsy
night at the Militant Forum, 839 Main
5t., 2nd floor.

« 0

CHICAGO—Visit the €hicago EWP beyd-
quarters to obtain The Militant, Fourth
International, Marxist books snd pam-
phiets, as well as information about
the SWP., 160 N, Wells, R. 317. Open
11 am. to 8

B.‘m. every day execept
Sunday. Tel e

arborn 7362

DETROIT—A) Milltant resders invited
to the BWP' Open JHouse held every
SBaturday evening, from 8 p.m. on.
Musie, dancing, cards, vefréshments.
Admission free. Room 21. 3513 Wood-
ward.

Forums on topical gquestions every
Sundey 8 p.m. Refreshments. No
rdmission charge.

Basic Training Class in Mundamentsl
Principles of Marxism every Thursday
2 pm.

- 8 <

LOS ANGELES—Buy Tbe Militant, 4th
International and other Maruist bhooks
snd pamphlets apd get information
sbout the SWP =zt the fellowing places
in the Los Angeles areg: LOS AN~
GELES, Soclalist Workers Party, Rooms
200-05, 232 B. Hill St. VA-7036. SAN
PEDRO, Socialist Workers Psrty, 1008
8. Pscific, Room 214.

LI

MILWAUKRE — Visit the Milwaukes
branch of the SWP at its headquar-
tets, 926 Plankington Ave., Room 21,
any evening between 7 and 0:30 p.m,

L I

MINNEAPOLIS—Visit the Labor Pook
Stere, 10 Sbuth 4th SBt., open 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. dally.

Attend the Twin Cities Sunday For-
um held every Sunday, 3:30 p.m.
Hear a Marzist analysis of the "‘Newe
Behind the Hesdlines"

NEWARK-—Lectures are held ¢ ri~
day at the Progressive Warkers'

mains but a replica of the old.

Socialist Workers Party
Branch Activities

NEW YORK .
Saturday, Oct. 27, 8:30 p.m, Orl
Houss at Ohslsesa headquarters, 1%

W. 93r4 Bt., 2 flighta up.

Sund,, Oct. 28, 10:20 a. m,, t}und-
and friends will meot at 110 Unde
versity Place to sell subscriptions W
The Militant Campaign for ten thoge
sand mew readers,

" Every Monday, 8 p.m.
“Program and Principles of
118 University Place, first figor,

Harlem Discasslen §reuwp
every Wednesday pight 8 p.m,
cuss ‘“‘Labor and Negro 8¢
at 103 West 110 8t., Roem 33,
open day and evenipg 10 som.
3 pm. 2ls0 T to 9 pm, Books
pimphlets on sele.

L .
PHILADELPHIA—SWP Resdqusrters, #40
W. Girard Ave. Open foryms owesy
Friday 8 p.m. on curreant toplem.
Bocitlist Youth Greup mests en e

fernate Saturdays. 8 p.m, yomg
people !n\-n‘ed. A

Class o
[ o

et
L,

. .

PORTLAND, Ore.—Visit SWP headquare
ters, 320 8 w. A‘ldelt §t., Roesp cum?'v
open 1 to 4 p.m, deily except
and 6 to 8 p.m. oA Tuesday and mf

L . L
SAN FRANCISCO-—Visit the $an Prane
cisco Schosl of Bocial Sclence 305 Qrant
Ave., corner of Girant and Sutter, ¢th
fléor; open from 12 neon to 3 n‘.
Monday through Ssturdsgv. gnd 7 9
p.m. Monday througn rridey
Celebrate the 28th Anniverfary eof
tke RUSSIAN RBREVOLUTION, Sundsy,
Nov. 4, 8 p.m. Speakers: F. Ricoo, R.
Chester,

TOLEDO~TForums held eovery Sundey
evening at 905 Jefferson Ave., Rooxy
304, 8 p.m.

Open House every Saturday night;

“ dancing, refreshments. .

s> > . - -

YOUNGSTOWN—Youngstown School of
Soclal Science, 225 N. Phelps Bt., open
t6 public Tuesday and Saturday after-
noon from 2 to 5; alad 7:30 to 9:%
p.m. Monday through Thursday.

Sunday,’ Oct, 28: Forum on ‘“The
Real Mean({ng of the Present Miners’
Btrike.” Speaker, Bill Carloy, 235 N.
Phelps, 8 p.m, .

Read:
“NEGROES IN THE
POST-WAR WORLD”

PIONEER PUBLISHERS

116 University PI, N. Y, 3, N. Y.

Sohool, 433 Springtield Ave, at 8:30
pm,
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Diary of a
STEEL WORKER

et By Theodore Kovalesky

In the beginning man killed animals with ¢rude stone weapons,
and he was a slave to famine and cold.

Centuries fell away. Man invented the bow and arrow, found
that the horse and ox could serve him. More ages slipped down into
the twilight, but man was still a slave to earth. :

Man learned to clothe himself in the hair of the sheep; he
shod himself with the skin of the
bullock. In kilns and crucibles
he baked and melted earthen
deposits, changed their form,
forged his products. But still he
was a slave to ignorance.

Another brief passage of time,
and man took the materials his
fathers had taught him to make,
collected them, and constructed
the steam engine. Then man be-
came the slave of the machine.

- - .

What ten men had done, one
machine did., Where men had
cunningly plied their trades for
hours, for days, one machine
hummed and pounded stolidly
for a few hours, and the same
amount of work was turned out.

Bewildered shoemakers, des-
pairing weavers, starving artisans flocked to the workshops, stam-
peded to the factory doors pleading, begging to work on the ma-
chines that had ruined them. But the shops were soon filled,
and the outlived craftsmen were turned away from the gates.

What twenty men had done, one machine did. Inventions,
jmprovements daily turned more hungry men from the factory
doors. What fifty men had done, one machine did.

Not Leisure, But Fear :

Machines, labor-saving devices brought not leisure but fear to
those who labored. Workingmen began to look upon the machines
as thelr enemies. They broke the doors of the factories and smashed
the machines. They died before the musketry of the militia. They
fell beneath the clubs of the constabulary. But there were more
maechines and more, and the workers could not win. The machine
age had come, and the capitalists owned the machines.

L * -

Wwalk through the factories today: See the sweating slaves
that feed the machines. See the nerve-cracking scramble of the
conveyor lines, the time-studied crash of the presses, the frenzied
dash of the drills. See the seamed faces, the burning eyes, the
flying fingers and racing feet. . ..

§ mx;f:hine has no blood. It has no nerves. It can be geared
and speeded up. And the workers, men and women with blood and
nerves, must race the machines to a dead heat. They must match
split second for split second. For they are shackled to the ma-
chines with, the chains of poverty.

Never is there rest, never leisure. When the factories are
silent and dusty, when the stilled machines give lodging to the
spider, and the cricket chirps in the dead conveyors, and rats
burrow in the cool furnaces, even then is there no rest. In death
the machine clasps the worker as in life. Still is the worker
chained to the machine. When the machine is idle, the worker

is idle, hungry, and desperate.
- L]

The age of the machine is the age of capitalism; and that

age is drawing to a close. What had to be done was done.
thousand men did, one machine does.

What a

The new age glows brighter with the dawn of each new day.
Soon it will burst forth and shed its light upon us all.

It will be the age of Socialism, the age of man. Machines,
labor-saving devices, will bring not insecurity, want, and despair
but leisure. The machine will be the slave of man. And man will

be slave to no one.

GM Head Issues Arrogant

Bid For Longer Work Week

(Continued from Page 1)
the auto workers. He stated
that “there is no increase that
we can or will give at this time
under the present wage - price
formulas of the country” and
threatened that if the workers
force GM to disgorge some of
its staggering profits in higher
wages “our plants are all going
to shut down.”

Answering Wilson’s attack on
the UAW wage demands, Walter
P. Reuther, UAW vice-president
and head of the union’s GM di-
vision, charged the auto mag-
nate and his company with a
Hitler-like lie.

Reuther pointed to the in-
creased labor productivity per
hour and higher volume of pro-
duction which “make possible
the payment of higher and high-
er 'wages, lower price to con-
sumers and high and stable prof-
its to stockholders.”

By the time this obvious fact
“s run through the GM adver-
tising department’s meat grind-
er, it emerges as a gigantic lie
—that higher wages mean high-
er prices and higher prices mean
inflation,” said Reuther.

HITLER TECHNIQUE

“This is Hitler’s technique of
the big lie. Hitler said that, for
2 lie to have a chance of being
believed, it must be gigantic—
and of course repeated over and
over.” 2

Wilson went so far as to de-
mand the repeal of the 40-hour
week Federal law, for which or-
ganized labor fought and work-
ers died over decades to win. It
is clear that his program is to
intensify the exploitation of a
section of the auto workers while
leaving a large section of job-
less whom Big Business hopes
to use to further dfive down
wages and mass purchasing pow-
er.
FRENZIED ATTACK

The GM attack on the: more
—_——

For a Rising Scale
Of Wages to Meet
Rising Living Costs

than justified wage demands of
the auto workers, who have suf-
fered an indirect wage cut
through price rises alone of more
than the 30 per cent increase
they seek, is part of the frenzied
corporation counter-offensive to
the threatened auto strike.

Moreover, the bosses in De-~
troit are scared stiff by the in-
creasing support for Richard T.
Frankensteen, the labor-support-
éd UAW candidate for Mayor.
Despite the slanderous press
campaign against Frankensteen
and the union movement, hun-
dreds of thousands of workers
rushed to register for voting last
week, bringing the total registra-
tion to a new high of 802,761 fer
a city election. This is definite-
Iy a favorable sign for Frank-
ensteen, as even the capitalist
press admits.

Lumber Strike
Holds Firm In
Fourth Week

(Continued from Page 1)
cents an hour going through a
$1.10 an hour picket line.” The
Stalinist IWA leaders’ action is
reputed to be the first time that
union men in the Northwest
have crashed through a union
picket line.

To read the Stalinist press,
however, no one would know
that anything was amiss. The
New World, Communist Party
weekly organ in the Northwest,
gives full literary support to the
strike of the LSW-AFL and even
asks for unity between the rank
and file of the two rival unions
against the employers. It does
not mention the crash through
the picket line by so much as
a word.

However, the picket - line
crashing, injunction secking tac-
tics are not confined to the
Stalinist - dominated sections of
the TWA, primarily in northern
Washington. These tactics are
also being followed by other sec-
tions of the IWA leadership.

By Felix Morrow
Truman “is inherently an
imperialist,” William Z. Fos-
ter says, according to the
October 18 Daily Worker.
(P. 2)

Therefore? Therefore vote for
Truman’s fellow-Democrat, Gen-
eral Willilam O’Dwyer, because
“more than the city election is
at stake in the coalition behind
O’Dwyer,” according to the Oc-
tober 19 Daily Worker (p. 7.)

This sounds like double-talk,
not only to us, but also to lots
of Communist Party members
and sympathizers, who, complains
Max Gordon in the October: 17
Daily Worker, “think that labor
ought to ‘go it alone’ behind a
.labor candidate instead of link-
ing up with a bourgeois party ...
Now, these labor people argue,
State Department .policy tends
to merge with Hooverite foreign
policy and Truman is going to
the right on domestic issues.
Hence there is no longer any
differentiation among the bour-
geoisie and no basis for coali-
tion between labor and either one
of the bourgeois parties.”

Gordon undertakes the impos-
sible task of explaining why these
labor people should support the
“inherently imperialist” Tru-
man-O’Dwyer.

“I think these people are a
bit hasty,” says Gordon. Why?
Follow this very closely now, or
you’ll miss the point: “Truman
tends to be conciliatory to reac-
tion. But that does not mean
that there are not serious differ-
ences within the bourgeoisie gen-
erally, and even within the Ad-
ministration, on these questions.”

“SERIOUS DIFFERENCES?”

Does that mean, then, that one
side in the.  Administration takes
the side of labor in these “seri-
ous differences”? Gordon and
the Dailly Worker fry to leave
that impression, but they can’t
say so for the simple reason that
they can’t point to a single fig-
ure In the Administration sup-
porting pro-labor policies.

At this point, with a huge sigh
of relief, Max Gordon notes that
he has used up his space “with-
out discussing how O’'Dwyer him-
self stands ., . . I will have to
get to that Friday.”

L E L

Well, it’s Friday and we read
Max Gordon further. Amusingly
enough, his column is called
“Let’s Face It.”

It turns out that he doesn’t
even pretend that O’Dwyer stands
up. Instead he tries to “explain
some of O'Dwyer’s back-sliding
during the campaign.” Not all,
but some.

Explanation No. 1: “It is no
secret to anyone in politics that
ODwyer was proposed as the
candidate by FDR . . . Unfor-
tunately, the President died . . .
This removed a force for re-
straint upon the Democratic ma-
chines . . .”

BACK-SLIDING

Explanation No. 2: Mayor La-
Guardia “hesitated to back O'-
Dwyer as the candidate of the
Democratic organization. . . . La
Guardia disrupted the coalition'
of all progressive, independent
forces that had been projected
behind O’Dwyer. This fact, plus
the death of FDR , . . helps to]
explain some of O'Dwyer’s back-
sliding during the campaign.”

Not a very pleasant picture of
O’Dwyer: a man who, the minute
FDR died and LaGuardia backed
somebody else, proceeded to speak
against the interests of labor,
participate in anti-Soviet *meet-
ings, etc., ete.

But vote for him, anyway, says
the Communist Party. Why
should you vote for him? Be-
cause Truman-O'Dwyer is “in-
herently imperialist,” says Fos-
ter.

Let not thy right hand know

what thy left hand doeth. That’s
the new Fosterline, as ,distin-
guished from the bad old Brow-

derline.

. * .

Because it supported the Brit-
ish war effort while the masses
of India were trying to' over-
throw the British, the Commu-
nist Party of India is today the
object of fierce hatred.

Workers and peasants have
been beating up Communist
Party officials. Numerous inci-
dents have been reported in the
India press.

LOSE POSTS

The Daily Worker doesn’t re-
port these incidents because it
can’t very well explain them
away. But it does complain about
the decision of the All-India Na-
tional Congress to deprjve all
Communist Party members of
posts in Congress, because of the
Stalinist denunciations of the
mass disobedience campaign of
August, 1942, which the Stalin-
ists called “fifth column work.”

The October 8 Daily Worker
(page-8) quotes the Indian Com-

Stalinist Party Heads Support Capitalist Candidates;
Find It Difficult To Explain To Grumbling Members

Stalinists Disrupt Dock Strike
By Provoking Jurisdiction War

(Continued from Page 1)
also threatened the iron-handed
regime of ILA President Joseph
P. Ryan, who has ruled the un-
ion for 27 years, enjoys an an-
nual $20,000 salary and got him-
self elected for life. Ryan was
trying to send the longshoremen
back to work under terms of a
contiract which granted a dime
more an hour but failed to in-
clude any of the men’s basic de-
mands for improved working
conditions. His back - to - work
orders were ignored for 12 days.

BOSS ATTACKS

During these first 12 days, the
longshoremen’s just demands

were buried in an avalanche of
capitalist newspaper and radio
charges that they were holding
up return of troops and prevent-
ing shipment of food to starving
Europeans. Mayor
echoed these charges.

LaGuardia
Army

brass hats attempted to use
troops to discharge cargo. The
employers diverted inbound ships
to other ports.

Against this attack, both AFL
and CIO unions in this city,
supported the struggle of the
longshoremen. But the Stalin-
ist leaders of the CIO National
Maritime Union, who have done
little for their own members,
displayed a suspicious concern
about the longshoremen. They
seized upon the justified anti-
Ryan sentiment and attempted
to convert it into 2 move to drive
a wedge into the AFL union.

On Oetober 11, in response to
state gamciliators’ demands to
know ‘*Wno are the real leaders,”
a “provisional rank and file
committee of the ILA,” headed
by William E. Warren, made a
bid for leadership. This com-
mittee was immediately endorsed
by the Stalinist leaders of the

The CIO National Maritime
Union cut off steam on deck in
support of striking AFL long-
shoremen in New York harbor.
Taylor, president of the Atlantic

and Gulf Ship-Owners’ Asso-
ciation, the American Merchant
Marine Institute, immediately
charged “violation of contract.”
According to the October 17 N. Y.
Times, Taylor “pointed out that
botk the shipowners and the sea-
men were Government employes
and were dealing with Govern-
ment property.”
[ ]

Ship-“owners,” as government
employes, showed a 200 per cent
increase in profits after taxes
for the period 1938 to 1944. Sea-
men, on the other hand, receiv-
ed only a 38 per cent wage raise
which was wiped out by taxes
and the rising cost of lLiving.

&

In the current drive to dispose
of 4,000 government-owned ships,
John W. Snyder, Director of the

Office of War Mobilization and |
proposed to the'’

Reconversion,
Senate Commerce Committec
that ships be sold to foreign op-
erators on the same terms offer-
ed to American companies.
This “shecked and alarmed”
Mr. Almon E. Roth, spokesman
for west coast ship operators and
president of the National Fed-
eration of American Shipping.
Roth was “surprised that the
government agency charged with

munist Party’s powerful retort
to the Congress leaders:

“While from inside jail Con-
gress leaders themselves repudi-
ated the August struggle, on their

release they immediately de-

nounced us for not joining it.”
In plain English: the Stalin-
ists weren’t the only strikebreak-
ers, the Congress leaders did like-
wise.
True enough. They were both
strikebreakers.

for
Seamen

the responsibilitr for rehabilita-
tion of American industry is so
deeply concerned--with the wel-
fare of our foreign competitors,
and so oblivious to the difficul-
ties which this nation faces in
providing jobs for American sea-
men and cargoes for American
vessels.” Mr. Roth’s concern for
American seamen is truly sur-
prising.

[ ]

Seamen’s demand today for
$200 a month base wages “would
destroy the American shipping
industry,’® according to Mr. Roth
and other spokesmen for the
operators.

L]

The British Shipping Mission
now in Washington says a re-
por. that it was seeking either
to buy or charter 800 to 1,000
Liberty ships from the United
States is “a complete fantagy.”
The Liberty ship was built to be
sunk and those that escaped are
now begng sent to the boneyards.

L}

A survey early this year show-

rd that the Army and Navy com- | LR,
| ther negotiations and that un-

bined were operating a total of
1,200 non-combatant vessels. Of
this number, 262 were C-type
ships. These were 90 per cent
Navy controlled, including 11 C-
1s, 126 C-2s, 82 C-3s, and 28 C-
4s. The C-type ships are most
suited for postwar shipping
Others, such as Liberties anc
Victories, are not wanted by th-

‘operators.

—
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FOURTH INTERNATION/
AT
LABOR FORUM
405 W. Girard Avenue
and 13th and Market St
N. W. comer
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NMU. Harry Bridges, Stalinist
head of the rival CIO Interna-
tional®Longshoremen and Ware-
housemen's Union on the West
Coast, showed up in New York
pledging “political, moral and
economic support” to the Warren
group.

STALINIST GAME

Subsequent eVents proved that
the Stalinists were playing a
long-chance game for control of
the insurgent longshoremen. The
Stalinists were aiming to con-
vert the genuine struggle against
the employers and for union de-
mocracy into a union - raiding
adventure.

The first action of the Warren
committee was to call for police
protection against Ryan’s goons.
Next, it agreed to submit all the
demands to arbitration if the
employers would agree to a state-
controlled election for the long-
shoremen to choose between
Warren and Ryan, This was not
a choice that the rank and file
longshoremen took to kindly, es-
pecially, when it became obvious
that this was a Stalinist maneuv-
er to convert their just fight
against Ryan into a jurisdic-
tional conflict.

AFL REACTION

This adventure of the Stalin-
ists brought its immediate re-
action from the powerful AFL
unions here. Originally, most of
the AFL unions had backed the
longshoremen. But when the
Stalinists tried to turn the fight
for union democracy against Ry-
an into a CIO raid, the AFL un-
ions lined up according to their
organizational loyalties.

The AFL central labor council
condemned the insurgent lead-
ers as '"“CIO stooges.” The AFL
teamsters union announced that
it would not respect any picket
lines established by CIO sup-
porters. The AFL Seafarers
International Union mobilized its
membership to drive the rival
CIO Maritime Union forces off
‘the waterfront.

Thus, the longshoremen’s just
fight for economic demands and
union democracy was lost sight
of in the jurisdictional warfare
provoked by the Stalinists.

However, the sentiment ex-
pressed by the returning long-
shoremen ' was that they were
going back to work pending fur-

less the employers make sub-
stantial concessions they were
prepared to renew their strug-
gle against the attempts of the
bosses and Ryan to impose an
unsatisfactory contract on them.

YOTE THE

TROTSKYIST TICKET

ON MACHINE BALLOT

FARRELL DOBBS . . . LAST ROW
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By V. Grey
A curious student and a smart professor were walking along
the road, and the student asked, “Isn’t it possible to end wars and
give prosperity to all if we had socialism?” :
“Hah, hah, hah!” laughed the smart professor. “You are very

young and have not yet read Smith and Jones on this subject.
I also recommend Dupont, Rockfeller, and Morgan. Socialism is
too uaiform and regimented for creative minds. It is an ant hill
society. Everyone would be just like everyone else under socialism.
What would be; the use of going to college?” the smart professor
sneered politely, and added, “Perhaps to learn to live in an ant
heap?”

A couple of ants were trudging along the same road, each
staggering under large bread-crumb loads. They paused in dis-
gust when they heard the above professorial wisdom.

“Can you beat that, Junior?” the elder said. “Here you and I
are—slaves to the master-ants because they stole our cocoons be-
fore we had any proper 'bodies or brains, and that smart professor
calls us socialists!”

“Well, he’s a professor, aunty, so maybe he’s right,” said
Junior. “Those professors are very deep. They know Latin and
Greek and — and everything!”

“I daresay,” replied the aunt tolerantly. “I daresay. But these
human giants are mostly slaves just like you and me, for all their’
smartness. Just how they get that way I don’t know. I ‘suppose
their masters steal their cocoons before the slave’s brain starts
growing. Now just consider that smart professor. He’s a slave too,
you know.”

“But aunty,” objected little Junior, *“The Professor wasn’t’
carrying any breadcrumb loads or leaves for the boss-ants.”

The Professor Pours Qut Goo

“There are many things you have to learn, Junior. You know
how the nurse-aunts have a somewhat better life than us
worker-ants. They spend all their time doing nothing but fluttering
around the cocoons and taking the eggs back and forth all over
the place. They pour honey and all kinds of goo into the baby
ants. Well the professor is like a nurse-ant — only he pours in a
different kind of goo.”

“I see!” said Junior, as he clapped his feelers. “And I bet
the queen human ant tells the professor just what kind of goo te
pour into the young humans.”

“That’s right, my boy,” said his aunt. “Only the humans don’t
have busy queens just like we do. Their ruling people are more
like our drones, who do nothing.”

“But even s0,” said Junior, “these humans have quite a good
ant heap as it is—what with their having worker-slaves, professor~

learn. And that’s TO REBEL.”

nurses, and the big shots being drones!"”

“Yes, Junior. It's right now these humans are living in an ant
heap, even if the smart professors don’t know it. Still, I must admit
it’s a different sort of ant-heap than ours. The worker-humans
can't afford to go to the capitalist colleges. But somehow in their
capitalist ant heap these workers learn something that most col-
lege boys and their professors can’t learn, and us slave-ants nevér\

PHILADELPHIA, Oct. 18 —
Going into the fourth week, the
strike against the SKF interna-
tional roller-bearing trust con-
tinues to receive whole-hearted
and determined support from the
union movement in this area.
Heartened by this support and
the contributions of AFL and
CIO unions, the SKF strikers,
members of CIO United Steel
Workers, Local 2898, have kept
their picket lines solid from early
morning uniil late in the evening
before the two main Philadel-
phia plants.

Both the strikers and their
supporters realize that the ill-
famed trust which operates in
this country as the SKF Indus-
tries is out to smash the union
and reopen its plants on an
open-shop basis. By refusing to
negotiate until the strikers re-
turn to work, the company hopes
to split the solid ranks of the
strikers through a back-to-work
movement sponsored by a few
company union stooges. The
company’s plans, however, will
not be realized as the daily, solid
picket lines demonstrate.

POLICE PROVOCATION

Further indication that the
company is waiting for an oppor-
tunity to crush the picket line
is the unusual number of police,
at times outnumbering the pick-
ets, concentrated around the
plants. One day last week, I
counted a hundred policemen
gathered around the plant.

This provocative police con-
centration has aroused the an-
eer of the strikers and their un-
ion brothers in this city. A ban-
ner voicing the indignation of
the strikers is being paraded on
the picket line. It calls attention
to the peaceful nature of the
strike and demands that Mayor
Samuels call off his supposed
guardians of the law and use
them for better purposes than
strike-breaking, such as guard-
ing school children at crossings,
etc. A union committee will lodge
a formal protest before Mayor
Samuels today.

|
LABOR SOLIDARITY

With the union funds tied up
| by court acfion on the part of a
|few stooges from the company

Philadelphia Labor Supports
Militant SKF Strikers

Special to THE MILITANT
By M. Geldman

union, the strikers are dependent
on the generous support of the,
trade union movement for strike
expenses and the maintenance
of the strike commissary.

Friends and readers of The
Militant, as 2 practical demon-
stration of workers’ solidarity,
bave helped to set up the coma.
missary to feéd the pickets. To-
gether with the union’s procure~
ment committee, they have been
out since the inception of the
strike obtaining donations.

AFL and CIO unions have co-
operated. Through them, money;
meat, bread, and such produce
as potatoes, onions, carrots, to-
matoes, celery and fruit, have
been collected, not only to feed
th - strikers, byt also for distribu-
tion to their families. .

LATEST DEVELOPMENTS

Latest development in the
strike is a statement issued by
Harry Block, president of the
Philadelphia CIO Council, rep-
resenting 150,000 members, urg-
ing Secretary of Labor Schwel~
lenbach to intervene in the SKP
strike. Block poirnted out that
“the more than 3,000 employes
at SKF have been locked out for
nearly a month,” and that the
“company’s refusal to meet with:
the union has caused a situa-
tion to exist which seriously in-
terferes with the reconversion
problem . . .”

He went on to say that the
situation will lead to the layoff'
of thousands of other workers
in this area because of the es-
sential need for SKF products
in other industries. Block con-
cluded his letter to Schwellen-
bach, saying, “The situation may
become so acute that a general-
work stoppage might occur.”

SKF’'s anti-union policy, dat-
ing back to the NRA days, must
and will be smashed. Its Pecord
is so black that even the War
Investigation Committee was
forced to investigate the com-
pany. At one time it was cited’
for dealings with Nazi industrial-
ists. The job of de-nazification
begins at home. All of organized
Iabor is behind the striking SKF
workers. With such support pluos
a solid picket line, SKF will evy

entually operate only as a uniom
plant, .



