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Housing--A Capitalist Crime,
Dobbs Tells Senate Hearing

Farrell Dobbs, Socialist Workers PParty candidate for President, denounced the capitalist con-
spiracy on housing in the following statement submitted to the Senate Banking and Currency Committee

on May 12.

&

I want Lo talk Ltoday about an iron curtain, This
particular iron curtain was not fabricated by Rus-
sians or totalitarianism. This iron curtain carries
the trade mark “Made in U.S.A.” — it was made
by the capitalist system which is strangely called
“frec enterpmse.” I am talking about the iron
curtain that separates millions of American’'work-
ing class fam-
ilies from de- |
cent homes
and in innum-
erable cases
from any
homes at all.
1 am talking
about the iron
curtain which
separates the
veterans and
their families
from the lofty
promises
of modern, liv-
able and low
rent housing
accommo -
dations which
were made to
them during
the war.

The record
proves beyond |
a doubt that §
Congress has 3
not kept the
promises
which were
made to the
veterans. But

FARRELL DOBBS
this is all in the tradition of giving soldiers a

promissory note to make them fight the rich
man's wars and then welching on the note when
it came due for collection. The tradition is as old
as America, The merchants and bankers of the
revolutionary vears led by their evil genius
Alexander Hamilton contrived the great swindle
of cheating the veterans of Valley Forge out
of their earnings by manipulating the value of
the currency, About seventy years later the
corrupt agents of the industrial barons and the
railroad kings swindled the Civil War veterans
out of their homesteads—that {oo, gentlemen,
might be called a housing scandal,

The war hysteria now being whipped up right
here in Washington from the floor of Congress
is not unconnected with the shortage of homes
in this couniry. It is a mcthod as old as class
society itself. It bhegan with: the circuses the
Roman slave masters employed to divert the
attention of hungry, homeless and discontented
people. Hitler and Mussolini brought this method
to modern perfection—when concentralion camps

&«

and jails proved inadequate they were quick to
beal- the war drums in order to divert the atten-
tion of German or Italian workingmen from
their wretched working and living conditions.

The failure to provide housing is the failure of
capitalism. By the same token it puts the mark
of bankruptey upon political parties which make
the defense of the system of private profit the
cardinal plunk in their platform. Regardless of
the turn in the economic cyele the housing crisis
has remained with us, Formeyr President Roosevelt
declared during the last devastating depression,
in the first year of his administration, that one-
third of the nation was ill-housed. Today at the
peak of the postwar boom with national income
at a record level President Truman tells us that
tha housing situation is “almost fatal.”

Seek Profit, Ignore Need

Way was there no genuine alleviation of the
honsing shortage during the last depression?
The banks had billions of dollars in idle capital.
There were tens of thousands of unemployed
building trades eraftsmen and muany more jobless
in the building materials industries. Despite the
preat need for homes, the banks, mortgage and
insurance companies and real estate interest:
deliberately blocked a building program for low
cost housing because a profitable market was
lacking-~that is, because the earning power of
working people was too low to pay the exorbitant
rents which would make a large-scale building
program profitable.

Since Roosevelt made his melancholy remarks
about the housing problem, the crisis has become
far more acute and aggravated. It iz con-
servatlively estimated that there are at least be-
tween 2,500,000 and 5,000,000 families who are
doubled up with friends or relatives, crowded into
unsanitary trailer camps and dingy hotel rooms
—families who live under such conditions that
they can best be described as homeless. This
does not include between 18-21,000,000 non-farm
city and rural families who live in substandard
and slum dwellings. Most of these structures are
in an advanced state of deterioration and many
of them, now fully occupied, have long ago been
condemned as uninhabitable by official agencies
in the major cities.

When an innocent man is wrongly sentenced
to die for a erime he did not commit there is a
great outery at suech a miscarriage of justice
Even Congress might be prevailed to help redress
the wrong. But the failure of capitalist business
and its political representatives in the national
movernment to alleviate the housing shortage is
tantamount to a sentence of premature death to
millions of slum dwellers in New York, Chicago,
Pittsburgh, New Orleans, Detroit, Cincinnati,
Columbus and other major cities. Yet there is
no major outery against this national injustice—

(Continued on page 2)

CIO Sharply Denounces

Strikers Hold Firm

Despite police brutality and company strike-breaking, 100,000
members of CIQ Packinghouse Workers hold firm in their strike,
Here a greup of Chicago pickets answers company leaflets urging
a back-to-work movement by dumping them in a wastebasket.

Federated Pictures,

75,000 Chrysler

Workers
In Three

Strike
States

75,000 Auto workers in Michigan, Indiana and California

struck against the Chrysler Cor-'?

poration on May 12, after talks
bhetween the union and the com-
pany broke down completely.

“We’'ll give them the damned-
est strike they ever had,” Norm-
en Matthews, head of the union
Chrysler department told report-
ers, as he emerged from a meet-
ing with 100 rank and file repre-
sentatives of the Chrysler locals.

The union representatives, in
the last meeting with the com-
pany, scaled down the original
demands for a 30-cent hourly
wage increase plus 5 cents an
hour for supplementary demands
to a straight across-the-hoard 17-
cent an hour increase. The com-
pany turned this down and of-
fered no counter proposal.

The company had previously
rroposed a G-cent hourly increase
which the union rejected. When
L.S. Steel came out with its “no
wage inereases” announcement,
Chrysler Corp. withdrew its of-
fer.

HUGE PROFITS
In big ads run in the Detroit

Anti-Labor Mundt Bill

The CIO has officially come
out against the Mundt Bill,
whose passage would constitute
a mortal blow to civil liberties in
this country and thereby endang-
¢r the very existence of organiz-
ed labor,

After attacking the Mundt Bill
cditorially in the May 10 CIO
News, the CIO, thropgh its legis-
iative director, Nuathan Cowan,
rent letters on May 11 to Con-
gressmert demanding that they
vote against this bill. At the same
time Cowan also sent letters to
ClO affiliates throughout the
country asking them to “mobilize
pablic opinion” to defeat the bill,

The CIO News editorial brand-
ed the Mundt Bill as a “legislat-
ive monstrosity” which  would
penalize people for their ideas
and beliefs and institute the in-
famous procedure of “guilt by
association.”

1t then goes
point out that
“discretionary  powcrs”
hands of tlle Attorney General
that won!d enable the latter to
“destroy or seriously harm' any
crganization he might  choose
“through crror or design” in ad-
c¢ition to the Communist Party
against which the bill is divectly
aimed.

Cowan, in his letler to congress-
men, stresses, that the Mundt
Bill “seriously threatens the ex-
istence of bona fide labor unions”

on Lo correetly
Lthis  bill  vests

in  the

preciscly becavse it  seeks to
“impose a blackout of e¢ivii
rights,”

Cowan’s letter to the CIO

unions underscores the urgency
of the situation and calls for im-
nrediate action in mobilizing mass
protest.

This vigorous stand of the CIO

is a welcome development as the| —

highest bodies of the organized
labor mevement have been remiss
thus far in recognizing and com-
batting the terrible threat im-
plicit in the Mundt Bill and the
redbaiting campaign, in general.
The top AFL leadership is still
silent on the issue.

Among the organizations thatl
Fave thus far voiced their oppos-
ition to the Mundt Bill are the
Civil Liberties Union, the Am-
ericans for Democratic Action,
the “Committee of One Thous-
and,” a rvecently formed group of
writers, artists, scientists, edu-
cators and elergymen, The Nu-
tional Lawyers Guild has also
denounced it as the “deadliest
fruit of a period of mounting
hystevia and oppression,”™

NO PURBLIC HEARINGS

The publie fight against (his
‘police state” measure has been
scverely handicapped by the high-
honded decision not to hold any
public hearings. Protests against
thiis on the floor of the IHouse of
Representatives have proved un-
availing.

The Mundt Bill has been clear-
ed for House debate on Thursday,
May 13, with the House Rules
Committee limiting the entire
diseussgion to six hours,

ils passage in the House ap-
pears virtually assured.

The
sweep of reaction in Washington

daily papers, the auto union point-
c out that Chrysler profits in
1047, after taxes, came to 25.6%
of its investment; greater even|
than the industry averaged which
was 17%. Chrysler profits were
so great that each Chrysler work-
ey produced 68 cents in profit for!
the corporation every hour he|
worked. The union figures demon-
strated that the compuany could
grant a4 30-cent increase and still
make 14 1-4% on its investment,|
after taxes.

In contrast, the Chrysler work-
ers are forced to live on an income
thirteen dollars below the minim-
um weekly income fixed by the
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics
as Lhe bare subsistence budgel
for a city worker’s family of four.

Meanwhile the situation at GM
was coming to a head. On May b,
cver 200 delegales, representing
I 10 General Motors plants through
out the country, voted to term-
inate the union contract and take
a strike poll by May 23. The Gen-
| eral Motor Corporation represen-
| tatives have been even more arr-
| ogant than Chrysler in the nego-

At the same Lime, the drive Lo tintions with the union, They of-
stamp out academie freedom con-| fered absolutely no wage increase
Linues unbated. The latest victim| and have taken the offensive in
¢f the witch-hunters is Clyde R.| making demands upon the union
Associate  Professor of | {or the restoration of the hated

ix underscored by the fact that
enly a few weeks ago, on April
29, the House by a vote of 271 to
35 approved in substance one of
the key clauses in the Mundt Bill
“guilt by association™ — by
passing a rider to an appropria-
ton hill, This rider prohibits the
use of any funds to pay any Fed-
eral employe belonging to a union
that has failed to file the “yellow
dog" affidavits under the Taft-|
Hartley Law. ‘

Another indieation of the mood|
prevalent in Congress is a clause|
contained in a resolution recently
introduced by Rep. Clare Hoff-
man (R. Mich.). According to a
provision in this resolution any
congressional  committee could
label information ‘“confidential”
and any one disclosing such in-
formation — including congress-
men and reporters — would be
liable to a prison term and a
fine. Provisions of this sort would
auickly make a dead letter of all
frcedom of speech and of the
press.

Miller,
Iiducation in Columbia Teachers! piece work system plus the other
College. He was one of the signa-| drastic contract changes.

tovies of a protest against the  There is no disguising the fact
film “Iron Curtain.” His dismiss-| that morale in the GM shops is
al comes in the wake of the dis-l very low, The auto workers will
missals of a number of other pro-| inquestionably vote to back up
fessors throughout the country! their union bargaining committee,
whose sole “erime” has consisted| | ut this vote will in no way signi-
«f supporting Wallace’s candid-|{y confidence in the strategy of
acy. the Reuther leadership.

The refusal of the - Reuther
leadership to bargain on a co-ord-
inated, industry-wide basis has
deprived it of the one important
veapon with which it could have
solidified and inspired the ranks
to struggle.

The present sad state of af-
fairs in the UAW contrasts
sharply with the militancy that
swept through the shops during
the miners’ strike. The auto work-

The text of the speech
by FARRELL DOBBS (So-
cialist Workers Party can-
didate for U.S. President)
which was broadcast on
N B C May 15, will be
printed in next week’s

MILITANT.

crs responded to the miners’
struggle because of its militant
leadership.

Reuther's one-at-a-time strat-
egy was tried out in the GM
strike of 1945 and was found
wanting, Leading militants now
are firmly convinced that the
one-at-a-time bungling must be
converted into an industry-wide
bargaining strategy, co-ordinated
in close fashion with the wage
fights of the other major CIO
unions,

Connecticut SWP
Opens Drive for
Election Petitions

NEW BRITAIN, Conn., May
10—The presidential campaign
of the Socialist Workers Party
started rolling through the State
of Cennceticut this week. Petition
gatherers began their drive for
12,000 signatures in  Hartford
and New Haven this weekend.
The above figure, which the cam-
paign commitlee hopes to achieve
by the time of the SWP National
Convention on July 1, would be
well over the requived minimum
of §,300.

In addition to the National
candidates of Farrell Dobbs for
I'resident and Grace Carvlson for
Vice-President, stute candidates
nre also being run. Morris Chertov
of New Haven is seeking the of-
fice of Governor and Alvin Berm-
«n of New Britain is running for
Congressman-at-large.

All Militant readers who want
fo help in the campaign are urged
to write the SWP at 855 Grand
Ave. in New Haven or 165 Main

L0

The labor movement is in full retreat.
The third round wage campaign of the CIO is becoming a

shambles,

The CIO Packinghouse Union was permitied by the national
Cl1O to go up by itself against the entrenched might of the

profit-awollen meal (rusts,

The strike is in

its ninth week,

the packinghouse workers are being bled white and the com-
panies are now promoting a back-to-work movement {o actual-

ly smash the strike.

Philip Murray, who, as president of Lhe CI0, is supposed
to be leading the whole national fight, has checked oul alto-

gether.

with a (wo-year “no-strike pledge” contraet.

I'irst he fixed the steelworkers up good and proper

And now fthat

the steel trust has contemptuously said “No” to his wage
pleas, he has decided to sit out the third wage round.

The auto union leadership is obvicusly still wedded to
Reuther's one-at-a-time strategy, which proved so costly and

ineffective in the 1945 General Motors strike.
forced
The union is going through the motions of a strike

wor'cers have now been

wages.

75,000 Chrysler
to strike for decent living

vote at GM and the Ford contract is about to cxpire, but
Lthere is no disposition to adopt an industry-wide strategzy of

negotiations and-strike action,

The AFL and Brotherhood leaders present an even sorrier

spectacle of disunity and ineffectivencss,

After permitting

themselves to bhe tied up for months and months by the red
tape of the Rail Labor Acl, the rail union leaders bhreak ranks
and all but three of (he unions accept the totally inadequate

wage increases.

When the government as strikebreaker cracks

down on the three unions that continue the fight for a 30%
wage increase, the rest of the labor leaders remain mum —
just as they did in the case of the miners — and do nothing
{o come to the help of their embattled fellow unionists.

Is it any wonder that under this bankrupt leadership the
union ranks are growing demoralized?

This present sad state of affairs proves forcefully that
the time is past when even big national unions can singly
challenge the huge, enormously rich, enormously powerful
American billionaire corporations.aided and-abetted as they
are by the strikebreaking paraphernalia of the capitalist slate.
The unions will have to unify their wage fights, practice
solflarity and militancy in action, embark on independenti
labor politics — or they will suffer one catastrophe after

another.

Imagine, for a moment, if the steel and aulo unions joined
with the miners in signing a defensive and offensive pact
and all three moved together to settle their wage demands

on the rule of “one for all and all for one.”

The effrontery

and swagger of the corporations would be knocked out of

them pretty fast, wouldn’t it?
That is the policy that the times call for.

That is the

policy that the militants in all the unions must begin demand-

ing.

And the simplest way to achieve it is by convoking a

broad CONFERENCE OF LABOR of all the leading unions
to organize a unified strategy of action on the labor front.

For Deal with U.S.

The much-rumored bid by the Kremlin for a deal with
Washington has finally materialized. Rebuffed in previous pri-

vate approaches for a rap-?

prochement early  this year,
Moscow has utilized a recent in-
terchange of notes beiween ULS,
Ambasaddr General Walter
Bedcll Smith and Foyeign Min-
ister Molotov in order to launch
publicly its “pcace offensive.”

The chronology of events is
approximately as follows. On
May 4, upon cabled instructions
from Washington, General Smith
Jelivered an “oral” statement to
Molotov, This deelarvation
veiterated  Washington’s  “cold
war” poliey and emphasized this
policy would continue regurdless
of any political or  economic
changes that might occur in the
United States. Appended to this
blunt “statement for the record”
was a formula to the effect that
a “door always remains open for
discussion and settlement of our
differences.” This “open door”
formula was used by Truman him-
self in his speech to Congress
Jast March when the rearmament
program was launched.

THE PAY-OFF

Yet it was precisely upon this
vague formula that the Kremlin
diplomats  pounced, pretending
that it was actually an invitation
for Dbi-lateral negotiations. On
Muy 8. Molotov handed Smith a
veply which begins with a blunt
weeplance  of  the  American
“proposal to begin . . . a discussion
and selllement of the differences
existing between us.”

The pay -off came the next
night when the Moscow radio
broadcast to the world the text
of this diplomatic interchange,

This move caught Washington
completely by surprise. General
Smith complained that it was a

St. in New Britain,

break of “confidence.”

Anne O'Hare McCormick,
arominent political columnist of
che NOY. Times, frankly acknow-
edged, May 12, that:

“The spate of explanations im-
mediately forthcoming from the
White House and (he State De-
partment shows that Washing-
on was taken by surprise and
enfused by the disclosure.”

The initial reaction of the
State Depariment was merely to
issue to the press the text of the
iiplomatic interehange. The next
Wy Traman himeself tried to pour
:old water on Moscow's “‘peace
™ by reilerating the first part
f  Smith's  declaration  while
omitting all reference to the
“open ‘door” through which Mos-
cow is now trying to barge in.

The White House and the State
Department are still marking
time, in search of some effective
‘ermula that would parry Mos-
row’s move without embarrassing
Washington too much

As a mancuver the Kremlin's
liplomalic gambit is both sensa-
tional  and skilliful. But the
leverest  mancuvers ean  never
Jecide any basie issues, least of
all, the current confliet between
Wall Street and the Kremlin,

Even il successful, Moscow’s
bi:dl for a deal with Washinglon
would only postpone the final
showdown {emporarily.

The possibility of a deal at a
Inter stage, when Washington's
relative position will be
strengthened through rearma-
ment, the operation of the ERP,
and the solidificationof the West-
ern Bloc cannot be excluded. But
ior the time being there is little
inclination in Washington to ease
up on the “cold war” policy.

PRICE: FIVE CENTS

NGTION BUSTS RAIL STRIKE

The Wage Fight
And Labor’s Tasks

An Editorial

Uses 1916 Statute
As Pretext for
Gov’t Seizure

By George Lavan

Again the Truman ad:
ministration has rushed to
the aid of Big Business

to smash the impending

strike of railroad workers, Seiz-
ing the railroads under a phony
“state of war,” the government
then got an injunction forbidding
*he strike from its favorite strike-
breaking judge, T. Alan Golds-
boreugh. -

Faced with the possibility of
fines and jail sentences, the heads
of the three unions, the Brothers
hood of Locomotive Engineers,
2rotherhood of Locomotive Fire-
men and Enginemen, and the
Switchmens Union, ¢alled off the
strike.

NOT THE ARMY

The government seizure is
phony not only because the 1916
taw, uscd as a pretext, permits
seizure “in time of war” to move
troops, but because the Army is
vol really taking over the rail-
roads, What has happened is that
retitroed officials have been com-.
missioned into the Army as col-
onels and brigadier generals. The
same anti-labor officials will run
the “seized” railroads, the same
companies will make the profits
and the workers will be chained
to the same working conditions.

Judge Goldsborough gained his
fame for million-dollar fines and
injunctions against the United
Mine Workers Union. The present
injunction will last till May 19.
Then Goldsborough will hold a
hearing to extend the injunection.

Mcanwhile Navy Secretary
Kenneth C. Royall, announced
that he had no authority to settle
the issues in dispute,

The three uvnion heads pledged
to fight the government's efforts
to chtain an injunction and for
higher pay and better working
conditions.

NEAR THE BOTTOM

Actually the record of the
Erotherhoad chiefs is a very poor
one. Their present stand of putt-
irg up some show of fighting for
@ 30% wage inerease and improv-
od working conditions stems from
the enormous pressure on them
from an aroused rank and file,

For years these fat bureaucrats
have allowed the conditions of
railroad workers to deferiorate.
The railroaders, still called the
“aristocrats” of labor, are pretty
shahby aristocrats today. 28 years
ago they ranked second highest
in wages. Today they are near
the bottom of the list, in 27th
place.

This drop is accounted for by
the inaction of the well-paid of-
ficials who ran the unions as ad-
juncts to  enormous  insurance
companies they had built up.
Union funds are used for specu-
letion in yeal estate and other
ventures. All the time the Rail=
way Labor Act, boosted and ex-
tolled by these same bureaucrats,
enmeshed the unions in a stran-

glehold of endless negotiation,
mediation, runaround and red
Lape,

CALL FOR UNITY

In the past few years the rank
and file particularly of the Eng-
ineers’ and Firemen's unions, hag
veen threatening the bureau-
crats, with drastic action. In both
of these organizations — which
are completely dual in nature to
each other — the rank and file
forced through, ai their last con-
ventions, the setting up of con-
solidation committees to unify the
two organizations, as a step
toward achieving a more modern
workable setup on the railroads.

That is why the leaders of the
BLE and BLF & E refused the
paltry 156 1-2 cent award of the
Presidential Fact Finding Board
which was accepted by the other
rail unions and are continuing to
demand wage increases commen-
surate with the increase in the
cost of living and the elimination
of the present antiquated work-
ing rules. While a number of the
CIO unions are now demanding
and fighting for their third round
of wage increases to meet the
soaring inflation, the railroad
workers are still fighting for the
second round.
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New Recruits for Norman Thomas’

By G. F. Eckstein

On May 5 a group of parsons, union bureaucrats and tra-
ditional Social Democrats issued a call to the Socialist Party to |
draft Norman Thomas as its candidate for President. Among the |
names, however, astonishingly appeared two — James T. Farrell,
the well-known novelist and Harold Isaacs, designated in the docu-
ment as author of No Peace for Asia, both of them hitherto widely

known as Marxists.

The document to which Farrell and Isaacs attached their signa-
tures declared that the United States needs a President “who stands
for peace,” “who opposes the ‘free enterprise’ slogans of Truman,

of the British Labor Party.” To realize this vrgent reed Farrell
and Isaacs join in calling upon the Socialist Party to “nominate its
most forceful spokesman, Norman Thomas, who has so ably cham-
pioned the cause of the most downtrodden wovkers in America, and

BETRAYAL OF MARXISM

The statement, which calls for a program like that of the
traitorous British Labor Party, is by itself a betrayal of Marxism. | hecause the
What makes the signatures of Farrell and Isaacs appended to this | which are no longer the interests of the S
document so unexpected is that no one has ever seen any declaration | pasces anyw
by them repudiating Marxism. What makes it nauscating is the
contempt-that Farrell and Tsaacs show for the left-wing movement
when they recommend Norman Thomas as a fighter against war.

They did not have to wait long to see Themas once more-dis-
credit himself. At the Socialist convention in Readiny lyst week-
end, Thomas, as presidential candidate, repeated the liberal rubbish |
of a democratic federal world government through the United
Nations. How was this to be achieved? This alleged socialist pro-
posed giving the United Nations power to deal with aggression

through abolition of the veto.

Seme misguided innocents proposed a pacifist program of civil
disobedience to the war. This at least implied some sort of opposi-
tion. They were voted down. The Socialist Party convention asks
the capitalists to abolish war and organize an international social

order.

Such “socialism” is perfectly acceptable to the capitalists. It
does them no harm and is of wonderful service in reconciling work-
ers—who are becoming daily more hostile to capitalism and its

wars—to the existing order.

The May 11 N. Y. Times gives Norman Thomas a special edi-

torial, which ends as follows:

“It ‘is good to have Mr. Thomas in the field. It is good to have
a left-wing splinter that is actually in the American tradition so far
as its methods go. We cannot wish Mr. Thomas success in his cam- |
paign, but we are not sorry that this sort of campaign is being made
by this sort of man. It won’t do us any harm at all.”

This is precisely what the Marxists have said, and have been
abused for saying, these 30 years about men like Thomas; and one
of the most important tasks of the struggle against war and for
socialism is the exposure and discrediting of these scoundrels. Thom-
as is no misguided, confused pacifist. He is a skillful exploiter of
the socialist instincis of the workers for the benefit of American

imperialism.

In the days of peace before 1939, and even before 1941, Thomas
and the Socialist Party repeatedly proclaimed that they would never
under any circumstances support a capitalist war. When war broke
out in Europe, Thomas, a leading figure in the “Keep America Out
of War Committee,” warned against the intervention of the United
States. government and vowed that he, for one, would have no part

of it. But once the war began, Norman Thomas did his share for
‘ the imperialists. “I said,” he wrote in the N, Y. Times of May 12,
1943, “as I have said many times before, that once in the war, it | characteristics have increased. Not the Socialist Workers Party. It
certainly had to be prosecuted until we reached a point where we | is only more determined than ever to counterpose revolutionary so-
could not suffer under an uneasy and oppressive truce dictated by | cialism to American imperialism and Stalinism. Not Norman Thomas.
| He is move dishonest than before, and mare valuable to the capital- |

First, steam up the people when there is no war, then when |ists. It is Farrell who has changed, slipped off his Marxist coat
the war comes and the people look to you for leadership, warn them | when nobody was looking and now appears in the “socialist” tatters
that you are against the war, but the war nevertheless must be won.

What better “anti-war” advocate could American imperialism

knew all this once.

all such demands,"” ete. etc.

THE REAL FIGHTERS

all, only with abuse and curses.

fighters against the war.

for their refusal to compromise

“Felix Morrow spoke about

“Out of that generation the

I I

the Nazi and Japanese war lords.

In 1939 Farrell signed the Statement to American Writers and
Artists published by the League for Cultural Freedom and Socialism. | reason for concealing it."
This statement denounced the growing reaction which accompanied
fought so devotedly for freedom and peace throughout the world. . .” | the propaganda for a new war. It denounced Stalinism: “Shall we | On the other hand, Trotsky always held up Norman Thomas as the
| abandon the ideals of revolutionary socialism hecause one political | perfect American representative of the socialist hypocrites and

group, while clinging to its name, has so miserably betrayed its scoundrels who under the flag of socialism perform tasks for the
-principles? Shall we revert to a program of middle-class democracy
Kremlin government, in obedience to its own inlereats—-\

reconstruction of society lies the hope of the world. . .”

What has Norman Thomas in common with all this?
voiced such opinions loudly and clearly just once, he would be driven
out of the imperialist press and radio and would be mentioned, if at

In 1943, 18 leaders of the Socialist Workers Party went to jail

to the war. At the farewell dinner which preceded their imprison-
ment, Farrell related his personal experience with fake anti-war
fighters who betrayed the anti-war struggle and the reyolutionary
aspirations of the youth. He drew the line clearly between these
and the real anti-war fighters of the SWP, Said Farrell in a speech
printed in The Militant of Jan. 11, 1844:

| socialist and what had happened to those who had been in the Yipsels
with him. Well, when Danny O'Neill was a boy in college—that is,
when my generation was becoming educated—the whole preparation
of our generation was a preparation to meet the next imperialist
war. In those days we burned with a kind of fierce rebellion and
politically unclear resentment against the sacrifices of the first im-
perialist war, and we realized that we had to do everything possible
to fight the second imperialist war.

way as Felix Morrow’s Yipsel comrades, and today those who are
left and who have been fighting this war are very few in this
country. Among them are the 18 defendants in the Minneapolis case.
I consider it an honor that I have been asked to speak here tonight
and publicly to say farewell to them as friends and comrades, . .”

»

If he

Farrell not only understood the |

on their revolutionary opposition

the time when he was a young

intellectuals have gone the same

of the American imperialist lackey, Thomas.

Harold Isaaes had an even closer connection with revolutionary
need? Hence the publicity Thomas always gets in the press, on the Marxism. In addition to being the author of No Peace for Asia, he
radio, everywhere. It isn’t only that, as The Times says, he doesn’t also wrote The Tragedy of the Chinese Revolution. In the latter
Taft and Wallace,” “who will bring us demoecratic social ownership | do any harm. The more the capitalists boost his “anti-war” program | work, he made a Marxist analysis of the revolution in China and
of America’s major industries to prevent a new depression.” Needed | and his *‘socialism,” the easier it is to prevent the revolutionary | the need for a vevolutionary party, a Trotskyist party, to lead the
also is “a mass political party. . . dedicated to n program like that ! socialists from getting a hearing. James T. Farrell and Harold Isaacs | Chinese masses. Leon Trotsky did this book the honor of writing
| an introduction to it, Of Isaacs, Trotsky wrote, “The author of this
}hook approaches the revolution as a revolutionist, and he sees no

From Trotsky’'s standpoint there could be no higher praise.

imperialist war-mongers among workers and the youth which the
imperialists could never do in their own name. In Their Morals and
oviet people or of the | Qurs, Stalinism and Bolshevism, and many other writings, he exposed
here—directs us to do so? On the contrary, we reject| the fake morality of drawing room socialists like Thomas. Trotsky
; | predicted with assurance that Thomas would support the Second

Farrell knew then what has today become so much plainer, that | World War.
capitalist democracy offers nothing but inereasing reaction and war: |

; | ut i All these years no one ever heard from Farrell or Isaaes any
“Democracy urider industrial capitalism can offer no permanent |

opposition to these appraisals of Thomas which were repeated over
haven to the intellectual worker and artist. In its instability it be- | and over again in the SWP platform, its press and literature. Now
comes the breeding ground of dictatorship. . . In the revolutionary | today these two, Farrell in particular, who gained prestige among
| leftward moving workers, come foreward at a time when the war
preparations and the destruction of civil liberties are reaching new
| heightg, trying to blow some life into the “socialism” of a diseredited
windbag like Thomas,

CLEAR THE ROAD FOR WAR

Why ? They haven’t got the couragee, as yet, to come out openly
Norman Thomas type of windbag, but alse knew, from personal h in favor of the war of Truman, Vandenberg, Taft and Rankin. But
experience the dirty role these types played, and who were the real | they are determined not to support Farrell Dobbs, the presidential
candidate of the genuine anti-war socialist party. Better to swallow
Thomas than support Dobbs. Hence their signatures to this degrad-
ing document. They are not fooling themselves, because they know
who Thomas iz, but fooling workers and young people, and providing
a cover, whereby béhind the smoke-screen of talk about internation-
al socialism by abolition of the veto at the UN, they can clear the
road for support of the war. Not only are they betraying principles
which they have asdvoeated and never repudiated. They are deliber-
ately plotting to win over the the youth and leftward moving work-
ers, playing the same dirty role that Farrell denounced so clearly
six years ago.

Farrell and Isaacs like all the renegades of today, bring to the
fore their hatred of Stalinism and denounce its immorality. They
excoriate the Stalinists for their immorality in supporting a proved
servant of the capitalists like Wallace. In calling for support of
Thomas, they show precisely the same type of political immorality,
degrading their own past, using their prestige and reputation to de-
ceive the rising generation, and deliberately, consciously and mali-
ciously distracting attention from Farrell Dobbs and Grace Carlson,
prospective candidates of the Socialist Workers Party, whom Far-
rell and Isaacs know are the only ones who will fight against the
war to the bitter end. This is a method to support the war while
talking about socialism. In the world of today, it would be difficult
to find anything more immoral than that.

-

What has changed? Not American imperialism. It is more re- *
actionary, more barbarous than ever.

Not Stalinism. All its evil

—

In 1886 Henry George, the

famous ‘author of Progress and
Poverty. ran for mayor of New
York City as the eandidate of the
United Laboy Party.
The working people were en-
thusiastic in  support of this
enemy of the land monopoly snd
champion of the poor. 30,000
nominating signatures were
quickly gathered by the unions to
place Henry George's name on the
ballot. The capitalist candidates
—Theodore Roosevelt was one of
them, made the red scave their
principal issue. They charged
that the violence of the French
revolution with its guillotine
would seem mild compared to the
veign of terror that Henry George
and his !labor and socialist sup-
porters would bring,

The Roman Catholic Church
came out in bitter oppesition to
labor's candidate. When a priest
with a social conscience, Father
Edward McGlynn, spoke in
George’s favor, he was promptly
excommunicated.

FACED A COALITION

Campaign

Rebels in American History

Henry George

By George Lavan

inequality in the distribution' of

wealth is inequality in the owner-

ship of land.” George proposed
that the rents that went to land-
lords should go instead to society,
that land owners should be taxed
the full value of their land. This
was the famous “single tax.”

His bock began to sell. Labor
leaders, notably Terence Pow-
derly, head of the Knights of
Labor, urged all union men to
read Progress and Poverty. About
three million copies have heen
gold to date, a record in this
country fer a serious beok on
CCONOMICS,

Karl Marx and American so-
cialists were quick to point out
the inadeguacies and utopian
nature of Georwze’s theories.

There was no questioning his
attack on the evils of modern
society or the need to abolish
poverty, but land monopoly was
only one aspect of capitalism.
Even were George's single tax
vealized it wonld not solve the
problems of the urban workers
bound to the wage system. George
did not understand the class
struggle and expected that once

As election day approached the
propertied classes of New York
became panicky. The leaders of
the Republican ‘*‘clean govern-
ment”' forces passed the word to
forget about their candidate,
Theodore Roosevelt, and vote for
the Tammany man. George had
to be stopped at all eost.

candidate faced a coalition of
Democrats and Republicans. Even
so he won at the polls. Tammany,
however, took care of this=hy

Housing-A Capitalist Crime,

Dobbs Tells Senate Hearing

(Continued from page 1)

at least none that can be neard over the din
that is made for military preparation and war.
These millions live under indeseribable condi-
tions, congested in overcrowded tenements, sur-
rounded by filth, vermin, rats and disease, and
live in perpetual danger of fire.

Those who boast of the “American way of life”
must have in mind the fine mansions and sumptu-
ously appointed apartments on Park Avenue in
New York or on the Gold Coast in Chicago or
in Detroit's Grosse Pointe where it is pleasant
to discuss the “housing problem.” While a handful
enjoy such handsome accommodations, the iron
curtain is drawn tight over the slums of New
York’s Harlem or lower East Side, Detroit’s Black
Bottom, Pittsburgh’s Hill Distriet, New Orleans’
Trish Channel, Cincinnati’'s Basin or the Sausage
Row in Columbus,

The economics text books in the schools and
colleges tell us that under the system of private
enterprise capital seeks places of investment
where demand is greatest. That was true when
capitalism flourished as a progressive sysiem in
this country. But it is no longer (rue today.

The truth is that the big capitalist interests—
the banks, insurance companies and real estate
interests—are deliberately obstructing any sub-
stantial alleviation of the housing shortage, The
present scarcity is far more profitable to them
than would be the building of low-cost units on a
large scale. It is estimated that i substantial
profit could be realized with 15% of the housing
units vacant, Today virtually every inch of space,
from the attic to the cellar, is oceupied by tenants
who are paying exorbitant rents. The cost of
maintenance and upkeep for these unils has
never before constituted such a small percentage
of operating expenses. Profits from real estate
stand at a record high.

Large scale mew construction at low rentals
would enter into competition with the present
properties held by the real estate interests and
would tend to curb and lower these fabulous
profits. Therefore, the monopoly interests seek
to sabotage, obstruct and strangle a genuine
housing program regardless of the great
demand.

There is further evidence that bears out this
point. Real estate interests are not averse to
building, provided the sales or rvental price is
well over a rigidly established minimum, There
is no searcity of high rental apariments and ex-
pensive homes. Builders consider $80 a month
rental in major eities the lowest profitable basis
on which to base construction figures. We have
before us the example of construction under the
Patman Bill. This bill dipped into the treasury
in order to give 400 million dollars in bonuses
to material producers with the aim of construct-
ing houses that would sell at a $6,000 maximum
and would rent for $50 for five rooms in the
New York area. In practice, however, sales prices
ranged from $10-18,000 in the area and rentals
were set by OPA for three rooms at 879 plus $3
maintenance. Most of these houses were high-
priced jerry-built shacks built with green lumber
and inferior construction standards, small rooms
on very small lots. Veterans and their families
were the victims of this “free enterprise.”

This high-priced form of housing construction
is completely out of the reach of the vast
majority of America’s wage earning population.
Some 18-21 million families pay rentals of $30
or less in cities and $29 or less in non=farm rural
preas. With the present high cost of living, even
this rent works a great hardship on large num-
bers. But the needs of the American people are
of little consequence to the great monopoly in-

terests. Big Business considers the American
people no less objects for exploitation than it
does Chinese coolies, Egyptian cotton pickers or
Bolivian tin miners, They have, in effect, decreed
that the slums shall remain, that millions shall
continue to be homeless because the profit, rate
on low rental housing is not high enough to risk
the investment of capital.

Congress of Homebreakers

What has been done since the end of the war?
It is not correct to say that nothing has been
done. Congress has been very active in that
time. Active in blocking the development of any
genuine housing program. Active in undermining
rent controls, making it easier for the real estate
sharks and the rent hogs to gouge the people.
Congress has thus been serving the big banks
and the real estate lobbies, guarding their in-
terests against the growing wmass of destitute
Americans. It has been a Congress of Home-
breakers.

Those who defend capitalism charge that
socialism would break up the family. There is no
sacialism in this country, but what has happened
to the family under capitalism? It is being
reared today under such crowded and unhealthy
conditions as to stunt and deform the bodies of
the children, to debase all standards of morality
and decency and to breed juvenile delinquency
and crime on A scale unparalleled in American
history. The home, for millions of the youth
today, has become a hated, unorganized barracks,
producing only the desire for flight.

The Taft-Ellender-Wagner Bill, which if T am
not mistaken has been kicked around in Congress
for the last two or three years, is a most pitiable
caricature of a housing program, The bill calls
for a total of 15 million homes to be built in
the next ten years. That in itself would he a
great achievement even though almost twice that
many units arve needed to rescue the American
people from sub-standard and slum housing con-
ditions.

But the joker is that, out of the 15 million
projected units, not more than a half million
units—that is, those to be built by the govern-
ment—stand a chance of being built ‘in the next
five years. That amount won’t even cover demands
created by the normal increase in population let
alone seriously alleviate the distress among the
millions doubled up with relatives and otherwise
homeless.

The rest of the 14'%2 million units are mostly
“castles in the air” as far as the average veteran
and worker is concerned. Private industry which
is urged to construct these units has not and
will not build low-cost housing on so large a
scale. That fact has been amply demonstrated in
the past years. There is even more direct evidence
in New York City where generous grants given
to private builders and insurance companies for
slum clearance and low-cost housing resulted in
a total of 12,400 new units, in a eity which has
an actuzl shortage of 264,500 units, not including
the need to replace 861,110 units in condemned
and sub-standard dwellings.

The real estate interests will not build low cost
housing but they will use the provisions of the
bill to continue their raids on the public treasury.
They will unquestionably accept the half billion
dollar federal appropriation to be matched by an
equal amount for slum clearance by municipalities
in order to purchase real property for a song.
They will undoubtedly utilize the additional
1,600,000,000 dollars government guarantee of
mortgages to further feather their nests. Homes

| Congress of Fourth International

The Presidium of the Second Congress of the Fourth International. From left to right: Com-
rades Favre Bleibtreu (France), S. Santen (Holland), Pierre Frank (France), Jock Haston (Eng-
land), Colvin R. DeSilva (Ceylon), Munis (Spain) and the secretary.

men will find livable dwellings as a consequence
of this bill is nothing but a deliberately sponsored
illusion,

Even that section of housing to be sponsored
directly by the government is not to be built by
the government but merely financed by it. The
building will be farmed out to private architects,
bid out to private builders and sub-contracted to
private contractors. This provides another op-
portunity for the building material interests and
the building contractors, using all the infamous
methods which have made the building industry
the third most profitable in the country, to
extract exorbitant profits at the government's
expense. Added to this is that other ingenious
method of constructing government-built pro-
jeets so poorly, that they cannot enter into com-
petition with higher rental privately - owned
dwellings.

It is worthy of notice that with President Tru-
man’s endorsement of this bill it becomes a bi-
partisan measure. This then is the very best that
the two parties pledged to uphold capitalism—
and it might be added the Wallace Party is like-
wise wedded to this system—have to propose in
the richest and most prosperous country of the
whole world. Only one home where almost 60 are
needed!

We are not impressed with the argument that
this pitiable half measure is better than none at
all. The so-called liberals are worried that not
even this bill will get through Congress. What
a damning commentary it is that the only pro-
gram of liberalism today is the acceptance of
half-poverty, half-homelessness and half-slavery,
Those who listen to this siren’s song will
eventually be faced with total poverty, total
homelessness and complete slavery.

This bill must be rewritten from beginning to
end. The government must itself build not half a
million homes but at least 292 million. Such an
enterprise is the very minimum required for the
common decency of the millions of men and
women who have labored to produce the great
wealth of this country. Naturally such a program
will meet the undying hostility of the powerful
banks and trusts which rule us today. To them
such a project is “pure socialism.”

These monopoly interests have reached a stage

for the rich and well-to-do may be a by-product
of this plan, but to say that millions of working-

where they can no longer maintain a peacetime
economy, they no longer have the desire or in-

centive to produce the works of peace. Profits
for them today are inextricably tied up with
producing instruments of death and the means of
destruction. To remove their obstruction and
sabotage is therefore the first prerequisite for g
genuine housing program, for the welfare and
happiness of the great masses of the people.

Where will the billions come from to initiate
such a program? Where did they come from
when it was found necessary to build tanks,
ships, guns and planes during the last waur?
Where did the billions come from that were
required to build the satanic Oak Ridge atom
bomb development? We propose as a beginning
that the billions once again being used to build
the engines of death and destruction and to
finance private armies all over the world be
transferred to the housing program. We propose
the complete reversal of the taxation program
with the aim of exempting the poor and con-
fiscating the fabulous billions in profits extorted
from the government by the great corporations
during the war and extorted from the public
through inflationary prices after the war.

How will this program work?

First, the government would invoke the right
of eminent domain over all lands and properties
where it intends to build, instead of paying the
king’s ransom the realty interests would demand
for their property.

Second, the government will insure itself
against a new profiteering raid on the ireasury
by nationalizing and operating under workers’
conirol all the feeder industries which provide
building materials, to avoid paying the racketeef-
ing prices by which private industry makes cheap
housing impossible.

Third, the government would set up a govern-
ment planning board consisting of the outstand-
ing architects and engineers and representatives
of the workers in the building industry to carry
through the project.

One of the by-products of such a program
would be the teaching of skilled trades and the
creation of jobs at decent wages for millions of
men.

If carried to completion this program will help
turn America into the garden spot of the world—
not for a handful of parasites as it is today-—-
but for the millions of America’s workers and
farmers,

dumping thousands of George
ballots into the East Riyver. The
Tammany—Republican candidate,
[Hewitl, was pronounced the
winner. The “official” count was
George—=68,000; Hewitt, 90,000,
Henry George wae born in
Philadelphia in 1839 of a large
and impoverished family. At the

age of 16 he went to sea as a |

foremast boy. Later he worked in
a printing shop for two dollars a
week. In 1858 he went to Cali-
formia where he worked as a
printer. Hunger pursued him,
especially after he married and
began to raise a family. He re-
called those terrible dayvs of un-
employment in later years, writ-
ing, “1 came near starving and =at
one time | was so close to it that
| T think I should have done so but
| for the job of printing a few
cards which enabled us to buy a
little corn meal. In this darkest
time in my life my second child
was born.”

Henry George determined to
find out why poverty existed in
modern society. From his think-
ing and reading he came to
the conclusion that the private
monoply of land was at the root
of the country’s ills,

ROBBER BARONS

In this period the robber barons
of Amevican ecapitalism were
amassing unbelievable fortunes
by plundering the public lands—
Lhe vast unsettled territory of the
West. In California, 16,387,000
acres or 16% of the stafte was
turned over to the railroad com-
panies, Lumber interests would
et homesteads for each of their
employes. But the land was kept
by the companies.

was contained in his book,
peared after the great depression
and strike wave of 1877, As he

stated it, “The great cause of the

Thus the United Labor Party's |

George’s solution to the problem

Progress and Poverty, which ap-‘

& majority voted for the single
| tax the ruling class would peace-
fully submit. His theory also left
poor farmers out of consideration
by Inmping them with real estate
| monopolies and railroads.

’ PROOF OF TIME

Put Henyy George regarded his
solution as & panacea, whereas
he thought Marxism unscientific
and superficial, The proof of time,
however, has shown the weeful

inadequacy and error of the
Single Tax. Today George’s
theories play no part in the
struggles of the masses for
progvess and against poverty. In
contrast, Socialism is the pro-
gram of the masses in their

struggle for liberatijon.

Henry George died in 1897 in
the midst of another campaign
for mayor of New York City, The
'who'e nation was shocked. George
had become one of the most
famous Americans of the period.
More than 106,000 mourners filed
past his coffin while as many
more were unable to enter the
building. A tremendous throng
of working men and women fol-
lowed his funeral procession from
Manhattan to the cemetery in
Brooklyn. No other man before
had ever received such a tribute
from the working people of New
York.

Henry George's importance was
| not so much as a theoretician as
a champion of the oppressed. He
lbccamc a symbol of the struggle

to wipe out poverty and want.
| Not only did he champion the
cause of the poor but pointed the
finger of accusation at the owning
| class as the cause of poverty. For
| this the still youthful American
| working class took him to its
heart.

|
\

DETROIT

GALA ELECTION BANQUET
Speakers:
Howard Lerner, SWP candi-
date for Governor of Mich.
Genora Dollinger, SWP candi-
date for U. S. Senate
Dinner—Entertainment

)

Sunday, May 23 - - - 3 p. m,
’ 6108 Linwood Avenue

Combination Subs
Available Again

Now that the $2.50 special
combination subseription rate to
The Militant and Fourth Interna-
tional is re-instated, sub-getters
have a special opportunity to in-
lecrest Militant readers in the
monthly theoretical magazine of
American Trotskyism. Subserib-
ers can save 50c by taking Fourth
International for a year in com-
biration with The Militant. The
regular rate for the magazine is
€2 a year, 12 jssues.

s "

Philadelphia branch sold six
sitbs at its May Day social and
meeting. One was a combination
for a year. Literature Agent
George emphasized that the best
way to keep combination subs up
to date is to ask Militant sub-
seribers to renew for the Fourth
International at the same time,
cven if their FI subs have not
quite expired. Their subs will be
extended for the full amount paid
for.

* ¥

Seattle comrades sold 30 Mili-
tants and 10 pamphlets, “Only
\ctorious Socialist Revolutions

THE MILITANT ARMY

War,” to persons attending a
small Wallace meeting. A few
cays later The Militant received
from a village about 60 miles
from Seattle an anonymous dona-
tion of §1 “to help defray ex-
penses in the fight against Tru-
man and his fascists and the
fzscism of the GOP and its brand
of slavery.”

* 2 %

Boston sent in nine subs, one

of which was obtained at the
branch’s  public meeting when
Charles Carsten of New York

spoke on the Middle East.

F 3%

Sherman News Agency, Fayet-
te and Calvert Sts., Baltimore,
has been added to the list of
newstands carrying The Militant
;md Fourth International regular-
y.
Several copies of The Militant
Chorus recording of revolutionary
songs are still available at $§5
each. The 12-inch unbreakable
disc contains two songs on each
¢ide, “Co Forward” (May Day
Song), “The Tarrier Son g”,
“Whirlwinds of Danger” and
“The Locomotive.” The latter
was written especially for The
Militant Chorus by Mark Burns

Can Prevent the Third World

of Newark,
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Marshall, Churchill Declarations
Promote Strategy of Western Bloc

By John G. Wright
Two important moves were
made on the chessboard of for-
eign diplomacy during the first
week of May., One, by the State
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| Europe, greeted his efforts, this!in the very middle of Europe and
time, with unconcealed enthus-|on the frontiers of Italy. This|ing military “disequilibrium” on|2 modified “lend-lease.” In the
iosm, Churchill’s pronouncements| military position of Russia has|the European continent. Austin| meanwhile, the organization of
likewise had the tacit approval of | not been altered by the U.S. pol-| sdded that “we should strengthen the UN is to be preserved as a
the U.S. State Department, as!icy of bolstering regimes on the the wmilitary posture of ourj mobilizer and manufacturer of
Churchill himself implied in his| Soviet perviphery (Greece, Tur-| friends.” favorable “public opinion.”
Department in Washington; the! speech. key, Iran, China). ) Commenting on the festimony
other by Winston Churchill at the| These two moves in Washing-| This has necessitated a differ-|of Marshall and Austin, the|
ltague in the Netherlands. |ton and at the Hague, outwardly ent orientation, long advocated by| Vimes' editors, on May 6, ham-
In Washington on May 5, Sec-| Unvelated, are actually intimately evch outspoken critics of the Tru- mer home {he fact that the UN|
retary of State Marshall and|connected. Palmed off as measur-| man Doctrine as  Walter Lipp-| provides an indispensable pacifist
Warren R. Austin, U.S. repre- €¢ designad to “guarantee peace,”| mann. He has been demanding a| cloak for the promotion of Wash-

Washington “redress” the exist-] through the medium of “aid” plus

“Twenty-five years in the scales of history, when it is a
question of profoundest changes in economic and cultural sys-
tems, weigh less than an hour in the life of man. What good
is the individual who, because of empirical failures in the
course of an hour or a day, renounces a goal that he set.for
himself on the basis of the experience and analysis of his
entire previous lifetime? In the years of darkest Russian re-
action (1907 to 1917) we took as our starting point those
revolutionary possibilities which were revealed by the Russian
proletariat in 1905. In the years of world reaction we must
proceed from those possibilities which the Russian proletariat
revealed in 1917. The Fourth International did not by accident

o call itself the world party of the socialist revolution. Our road 597 sentative to the United Nations, they are in realily designed to‘ concentration n’?l on the weak| il\gtqn’s fo.reizn.pol_icy; and that
is not to be changed.” y appeared before the House For- set the stage for the next world| and “unreliable” Soviet border-| the immediate aim is “to restore
TROTSKY LENIN cign Affairs Committee to stymie| War. | lands but on Western Europe. |an international equilibrium, or

—Leon Trotsky, In Defense of Marxism, P. 15. balance of power." or, in plain

langunage, to secure the most fav-
orable relation of forces in Eu-

Both Marshall and Austin made, Instead of concentrating the
it amply clear that their objec-| ‘cold war” in the borderiands of
tions to the breaking up of the|tite Soviet Union, it should be

Congressional plans for a revi-
sion of the UN Charter which
would, in effect, expel Moscow

Greek Massacre

All Greece is red today — red with the
river of blood coursing through that unhap-
py little country as its fascistic government
carries through a campaign of mass murder
of its political opponents.

On May 4 the Greek government slaught-
ered 152 men and women. On May 5 the toll
was 21. On May 6 firing squads shot 44,
On May 7 another 18 were executed.

This was neither the beginning nor the end.
Over 1,300 had been murdered prior to May
4. An additional 2,900 people are under
sentence of death, and every week hundreds
more are being rounded up and thrown into
prisons and concentration camps where they
face the same fate. More than 18,000 are
already behind bars or barbed wire.

The latest spurt in  blood-letting — so
shocking that the British government asked
for an explanation and the Danish Ministry
lodged a protest — was in the nature of re-
prisals by the government for the assassina-
tion two weeks ago of one of the Greek
ministers. The 240 demonstratively slaught-
ered could not possibly have had anything to
do with that assassination because they had
been in prison [or over three years.

The system of hostages and reprisals, when

practiced by the Nazis, was universally con-
demned during the war, and we were treated
to a lot of promises about how World War
[T was being fought in order to put an end
to such atrocities.  Yet the U.S. State Depart-
ment refused to utter even one syllable in
criticism of the Greek reign of ferror,

And no wonder. For while the command
to fire at the hostages was voiced by Greeks,
the order to give the command was made by
the U. S. Military Mission—the real ruler
of Greece today. If the Greek regime stinks
in the nostrils of honest people, the source
ol the putrefaction can be traced to the office
of the brass hats running the U. S. State
Department.

These grisly crimes, committed in the name
of a struggle against totalitarianism, are the
tip-off on the nature of both the last war and
the next one. Paid {or with money extorted
as taxes from the American working people,
these fascistic crimes inside the small coun-
try of Greece are a preview of the regime
which American imperialism will try to im-
pose on the whole world through the war
that is now being prepared. The Greek blood
bath is a warning that the American workers
can ignore only at their mortal peril.

The Eisenhower Fiasco

It is commonly recognized that the Amer-
ican ruling class is growing more cocky and
arrogant in its treatment of the labor move-
ment, You don’t have to search lar 1o discover
that one of the mair reasons is the political
bankruptcy of the trade union leaders, which
becomes more glaringly evident with every
passing day. It is only natural that the capi-
talists, observing these stumble-hum antics,
should conclude that they can get away with
almost anything,

To begin with, the main plank in the CIO
political policy is a,negative one—the work-
ers are told above everything else not 1o vote
for anyone who is not a candidate of the
Democratic or Republican Party, Once that
point is made, however, the politcal line of
the ClO leaders begins to get vague and
shadowy—so much so that few people, includ-
ing the ClO leaders themselves, can explain
exactly what it is, They tell the workers to
contribute moncey to the PAC, but they can't
explain how the money is to be used. They
urge the workers to register so they can vote
in November, but they can’t answer any ques-
tions about whom the workers should vafte
for.

Did you ever see a chicken dashing wildly
around a barnyard after its head had been
chopped off? The ClO leaders still have their
head on their shoulders but in other respects
their political behavior resembles that of the
aforesaid chicken.

At the CIO eonvention last November they
made preparations to hitch onto the Truman
wagon, but when they saw that wagon bogged

Failure at Bogota

The recently concluded Bogota conference,
far from being the “magnificent success™ de-
scribed by William D. Pawley, former am-
bassador to Brazil, is recognized by practically
every economic and political analyst as a dis-
mal failure. The stormy intervention of the
Colombian masses was of course a body blow
to the prestige of U.S. imperialism as well as
-to the South American rulers. But aside from
this, the conference was equally disappointing
to the Latin American governments, who fail-
ed to obtain “Marshall Plan aid” from Uncle
Sam, and to Washington, which failed to ex-
tend its stranglehold over South American
economy.

American imperialism hoped to break down
some of the tariff barriers set up by the Latin
American countries to protect their infant in-
dustries against Wall Street competition.
Washington was not only unsuccessful in this
but signs are increasing that many of these
countries plan to set up regional customs
unions to give special trade privileges to their
members and deny them to the US. Thus
Venezuela, Panama, Colombia and Ecuador
have projected such a union. Argentina in-
tends to set up a similar group to include
Chile, Paraguay, Bolivia and perhaps also
Uruguay and Peru,

Washington also wanted to change the laws
of the Latin American nations with reference
to labor, taxes and expropriations to protect

~down in the mire ol popular discontent they

veered sharply. The denounced the Wallace
candidacy until they were blue in the face,
but that got them exactly nowhere. They
then headed in Eisenhower’s direction, hoping
thus to get a Democratic nominee less dis-
credited than Truman, Now that Trunian
seems bent on the nomination; they havetost
most of their enthusiasm for Eisenhower and
are back where they started six months ago,
with nothing achieved and much valuable
time losl.

The question of independent labor political
action is not just another important problem
facing the unions. It is the issue of issues—
a life and death question for the American
working people. The grotesque and cowardly
performance of the union leaders—in the face
of the dis integration of the Democratic Par-
tly—is prool enough that the top stratum of
the CIO is completely played out, that it
cannot be depended upon to give the lead in
solving the crucial problem that needs to be
solved if the American workers are to save
themselves from dictatorship and coolie liv-
ing standards.

[t was necessary to thrust aside the old
crew of AFL bureaucrats and build up a new
generation of leaders to organize America’s
mass production industries, In the same way,
the clique of played-out CIO bureaucrats will
now have to be shoved aside and a new gen-
eration of union militants raised up to lead
labor to a break with the two-party system
and onto the open highroad of independent
labor politics.

the private investments ol the American bank-
ers. llewever, only half of the South Amer-
ican countries agreed to go along with the
onerous conditions which Washington rail-
roaded through the conference by a 10-to-9
vote,

Perhaps the most humiliating aspect for
Washington was its forced acceptance of
Article 16 of the Charter, clearly directed
against American imperialism. [t reads: “No
state may use or encourage the use of enforce-
ment measures of an economic or political
character in order to force the sovereign will
of another state and obtain from it advantage
of any kind.” Of course, hardly had the con-
ference concluded its sessions than Washing-
ton proceeded to violate this clause by an-
nouncing that it intended to apply economic
pressure upon individual states in order to
sain what it failed to achieve in Bogota.

American imperiaiism is finding the going
a hundred times tougher in the Twentieth
Centurv than Britain did in the Nineteenth.
The colonial and semi-colonial countries are
resisting the imperialists, And even wheré
the native rulers are bribed into accepting
Washington’s terms, the South American

masses are asserting themselves on a con-
stantly growing scale, and will, as time goes
on, nullily all the best laid plans of the Wall
Street exploiters.

from the UN. Marshall, echoed by
Austin, vigorously opposed tihe
contemplated “revisions” and in-
sisting on letting things rest as
they are, so far as the UN s
concerned.

At the Hague, on May 7, Chur-
chill addressed the “first Con-
gress of Europe” and called for
the immediate setting up of a
Furopean Assembly as the initial
step foward the ultimate consti-
tution of the “United States of
Europe.” Gathered were repre-
sentatives of 22 countries, none
oi them government officials, but
many former dignitaries, includ-
ing exiles from Yugoslavia, Cze-

Tand.

Authoritative American news-
papers, like the N.Y. Times,
kitherto cold to Churchill’s post-
war campaign for a ‘“unified”

UN were based purely on consid-
crations of expediency. Such a
breakup would be premature at
this stage. Marshall candidly ad-
mitted that there was ‘very
ereat fear” abroad that the U.S.
would act to break up the UN
crganization. Left with the choice
today of joining either of the
two “rival military alliances,”
many of the European countries,
especially the weaker ones, would
be driven to a ‘“desperate neu-
trality” — to the advantage of
! the Soviet Union, said Marshall.
i The primary consideration,
from Washington's standpoint,
Marshall explained, is the need to

choslovakia, Rumania and Fin-| aiter the existing military rela-

tion of foreces. Russia today dom-
inates the European and Asiatic
continents as the greatest milit-
ary land power in the world, with
Russian troops standing poised

concentrated among Wall Street’s
*natural allies” in Western Eu-
rope. That is the main thesis of
Lippmann's strategy as outlined
m his book The Cold V/ar, A
Study in U.S. Foreign Policy.

| (Harper & Bros.).

This strategy has obviously
been ‘adopted by the leading cir-
cles of the Aimerican capitalists
and warmakers, since the pro-
mulgation of the Marshall Plan,
It is in the light of this reorienta-
tion of Wall Street's foreign pol-
icy that we can best understand
all the recent moves, in particular
Marshali's intervention in Con-
gress and Churchill’'s maneuvers
at the Hague.

In his statement to the House
Foreign Affairs Committee, Mar-
shall, in effect, pleaded for time
until the so-called European “aid”
program gets under way and helps

rope for the unleashing of World
War 111

supply the diplomatic and polit-
ical cover for preparing Western
Europe as a drillground for Wall
Street’s assault on the Soviet
Union. That is why the Times’
| cditors endorse “this undertaking”
and, cynically declare that it “de-
serves the support of our own
| feople and our government, and,
in fact, cannot succeed without
such support.”

| Thus Washington’s main ef-
ferts will henceforth be directed
| nol so much lo bolster border-

On the other hand, Churchill’s!
maneuvers for “unifying” Europe!

Arthur J. Goldberg, who re-

| countries on the Soviet periphery
as to achieve a “settlement” in
Furope. This policy envisages the

Western European countries with-
in  the shortest possible

time!

places Lee Pressman as CIO
general counsel. The shift sym-
greatest military strengthening of | bolizes the isolation of the Stal-

inist forces in the CIO.
Federated Pictures

We are printing the answer of
Natalia Trotsky, widow of the
famed revolutionary leader, to the
latest Stalinist forgery printed!
in the french newspaper [rance
Dimanche, and answered by The

Militant of April 5. Natalia ‘
Troteky has furthermore in-
stituted suit for libel against

France Dimanche.

z 8 X

|
By Natalia Sedova-Trotsky ‘
The French weekly. France |
Dimanche, presented to its read-
ers on March 21 of this year‘
a testament supposedly drawn up
by Trotsky on May 20, 1940. This
T PoTitieal WAl attiibites to ~Trot1
cky a change of heart regarding
the socialist revolution and his
faith in the working class. The
editors of the paper hasten to
attest Lo their complete object-
ivity in publishing this “sensa-
tional document.” They did not
bother, however, tn guestion me
¢n the subject. They found it
more objective io refer to their
interview of Dec. 8, 1946 with the
assassin “Jacson- Mornard,”
whom they designate, repeating
the lie of the GPU, as a col-
laborator of Trotsky's. Thig fact
alone suffices to brand them as
paid hirelings of the Stalin ap-
paratus. The unserupulous gangst-
ers of the pen cite the gangster
of the pick-axe and the knife.

The so-called “Mornard” in-
terview supplemented by his
“confessions”  concerning the

crime committed by him eight
vears previously, gives a new
version of the murder. The “sen-
sational document” is but a con-

tinuation of a long chain of for-
geries exposed by the Dewey
commission in 1937,

The origin of the document is
just as mythical as the document
itself, According to France

NATALIA TROTSKY

Dimanche, the testament was
drawn up in July 1940, and that
same month a Soviet agent suc-
ceeded in procuring & copy and
sending it to Moscow. What
speed in so delicate a matter!
A second copy came into pos-
session of the France Dimanche
editors a short time back,
presumably through the recenily
deceased Victor Serge (Kibal-

chich).
In this case the GPU manifested
an incredible sluggishness. It

provided itself with a copy so
as to confirm therewith in case
of need the existence of the
France Dimanche document,
Thus, eight years of significant

silence were broken in the venal
press, The Stalinist apparatus
manufactures not only the docu.
ment, but the proper occasion
{for its revelation.

The Soviet agent presumably
procured a copy at the end of
July from a “close friend” of
Trotsky's. France Dimanche mis-
takeply places the date of tic
assassination on July 20, 1940,
so that the document, according
te their calendar, was stolen scon
after {he assassination. Bul
Trotsky was murdered a full
month later, It must new be ex-
plained how the thef: went un-
noticed during an eative month,
Neither I, nor any of the friends
and co-workers of Trotsky ever
«aw or heard of such g testament.

But three copies soniehow came
into the possession of the writer
Victor Serge. How? Victor Serge
left Paris at the end of May
1940, before the Germans entered
Paris, and for months moved
about the south of France, with-
out a permanent domicile. Serge
himself emigrated to Mexico
only in September of 1941, 13
months after the death of Trot-
sky. But the master forgers care
nought for accuracy! Logic is
foreign to them; they follow
unswervingly Hitler's maxim:
“The bigger the lie, the readier
will it be believed.”

Moreover, Trotsky had broken
politically “with Serge back in
1937 and criticized him sharply
in many of his articles. Serge,
who had great respect for Trot-
sky, moved away from revolu-
tionary Marxism, if he was ever
a genuine revolutionary Marxist,

WORKERS FORUM

Open Letter
To CP Members

Editor:

I am writing this in the form
of an Open Letter to the members
and sympathizers -of the Com-
munist Party, and perticularly
to those in the CP who still con-
cider themselves revolutionary
Marxists.

1. How does Wallaceism differ
from Browderism?

2. Is Wallace’s program of sup-
port to “progressive capitalism”
any different than Browder’s?

3. How can you support a man
like Wallace whose whole pro-
gram—and this he enthusiastic-
ally iterates and reiterates — is
dedicated to saving and perpe-
tuating American capitalism?

4. Doesn’t Wallace expose him-
self as the worst type of fraud
and misleader when he declares—
in advance—that his ostensible
political opposition to the present
war drive would come to an end
the day war breaks out?

5. How can your party seri-
ously characterize Wallace as a
forthright opponent of war
against the Soviet Union when
Wallace promises — also in ad-
vance—to withdraw as a candi-
date in the event war breaks
out?

6. Wherein lies the alleged “in-
dependence’” of Wallace's “third
party” when he declares: “Or-
dinarily there won't be any third-
party congressional candidates,

one of the two major parties,
we’ll endorse him." Do you be-
lieve in the “good man” theory?

7. Hasn’t the policy of “Populay
Front” coalitiong with “liberal”
segments of the bourgeoisie
proven a miserable failure in
Spain, France, Italy, Greece,
Brazil, Chile, China, India? Aren't
these ex-“liberal allies” the ones
who are supporting and defend-
ing the “Martial Plan” most
strongly ? Isn't Wallace promis-
ing to sell you out at the first
opportunity when he pledges to
make his political peace with
American imperialism at a time
when political opposition to the
war becomes more imperative
than ever, that is, once the blood-
bath begins?

8. What force do you think can
stop war: a solid phalanx of
militant, united, politically-or-
ganized workers, or Henry Wal-
Jace in undisputed control over a
hodge-podge of pacifistic minist-
ers, college professors, students,
lawyers, small-time capitalists a
la Mrs. Gimbel, and some labor
clements, which have been re-
legated to a *‘third-class citizen-
ship” status in the Wallace move-
ment, with no rank-and-file con-
trol over, or vital role in, the
leadership of the movement? Isn’t
Wallace seducing the Negro peo--
ple when he caters to their votes
and promises to give up the fight
against the war once the war
begins? Haven't the Negro peo-
ple met such “fair-weather

If there’s a good man running on

friends” before?

9. Finally—isn't it high time
for you to take stock of your
position, to open up your eyes
and see where Foster. Thompson
and Co. have been misleading you,
and to consider seriously the
program of authentic revolu-
tionary Marxism as represented
by the Socialist Workers Party?

A fellow worker
Chicago, 11l

1 have been reading The Mili-
tant for a number of years. In
fact, T go out of my way to get
it. I am very sorry to tell you
that T will be compelled to dis-
continue it, because it became as
dry as any other newspaper. The
enly thing you devote your pages
to is to “Stalin-baiting” and
nothing to theoretical Socialism.
In this respect'it resembles the
Daily Worker. The only decent
article in this current issue is by
George Breitman. In reading it
cne can learn much. Why not
more of these articles? The peo-
ple are in need of Marxism today
more than at any other time. Why
rot give it to them? Leave Stalin
alone. Let Max Shachtman attend
to that. You ought to devote at
least one page a weelk to discuss-
ing the theories developed by
Marx, Lenin and Trotsky. Try it

for concealing the existence of so
important a document, especially
since it was scemingly intended
as an “open declaraton to the
world’s workers?” True to the
GPU form set in the Moscow
Trials, everything hinges on a
witness who can never be called
to testify. Vietor Serge is dead.

What aim does the GPU pursue
in fabricating this testament of

to seck, Efforts along such Imes
~ere ot only to be expected;

the time of the Nuremberg trind
of the Nazi arch-eriminals. The
Stalinist prosecutor present -at
the trial did not dare to accept |
the challenge of numerous peti-
tions sent to the presiding iudge,
requesting that questions be put
to Hess and the others to test
the accuracy of testimony of the
Moscow Trials concerning the
alleged tie-up between Trotsky
and the Nazis. The resounding
silence, the utter failure to
produce one single document that
could even remotely bolster up
the GPU frame-ups made it a
foregone conclusion thay new lies
would be concocted, not in the
light of day, bul under cireum-
stances more favorable for Stalin-
ist fraud.

It is evident that a new cam-
paign of slander and calumny!
is being set in motion, first of all
in France. France is today the
eritical testing ground for the
proletariat. It is no accident that
along with the forgery of a will,
there is appearing in French the
GPU book of the Stalinist hench-
men, Kahn and Sayers, The Great
Conspiracy, The fake testament
and the book of frauds are in-
tended to divert attention from
the real testament of Trotsky.
Everything that he ever wrote
is open to the working class of
the entire world, for whom it was
intended. When the murdere~'s
pick-axe entered the brain of
Trotsky, his life blood spattered

Trotsky? One does not have far | new calumny.

over his last work. Tt was the

Fabricationof aTrotsky‘Testament

What need would Serge have had | manuseript on Stalin. This work

is ubout to appear in France, The
Stalinists have every reason to
fear the influence of this work
upon workers and punlic opinion.
The biography is one part of the
real testament of L. Ii. Trotsky.
The last words of Trotsky on his
death-bed, spoken in my presence,
chow how unbreakable was the
revolutionary spirit of this man.
It is the complete arswer to the
“Tell our friends
that I am sure cf the victory of
the Foeurih International, Go for-

they were actually predicted at|ward!”

That message was immediately
transmitted by wireless and press

]to all corners of the world. It iy

the meaning of that mes3sage rein-
forced by all the living ideas of
Trotskyism, that leaves the
Stalinists no peace. The very
lies, in their monstrous growth,
one negating the other, and yet
being feverishly manufactured
anew, are a tribute to the
strength of the real ideas of
Trotsky. Stalin would like to shut
the door of Trotskyism to the
workers by having them think
that it leads to hopelessness and
bankruptey. That door is Stalin-
ism. Precisely through the herit-
age of the unconguerakle Marxist
teaching, inspired by the revolu-
tionary fervor of L. D. Trotsky,
will the world working class
regain its confidence and its
unified strength.

In vain do the Stalinist grave-
diggers of the revoluiion use
their temporary power to bury
the gigantic thought contained in
the October revolution. All the
lies of the frightful totalitarian
regime that now rules Russia will
crumble along with the regime
itself —this is inevitable. Trot-
skyism will find its proper place
with the coming of a sharp turn
to a new revolutionary upsurge.
Trotskyism remains the sole con-
tinuator of the great revolu-
tionary-traditions of Marx, Engels
and Lenin. That is the essence of
ﬂ;e real testament of Leon Trot-
sky.

Activities of ‘Militant’ Readers and the

SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY

—
\A, AKRON-—{ So, Howard St., 2nd fl. Mon,
onts Less through Fri., 7 to & p. m.: Branch meet-
” . g0 ” ing Sun. 8 p. m.: Soclalist Youth Club
Sfahﬂ’bdlfll'lg meeting Sun, 3 "p. m,
3 BALTIMORE—1121 B, Baltimore St.,
Editor: Phone Wolfe 17531, Dally § a.m. -0 p.m.,

0. Coover Sr., MILITANT and POURTH
INTERNATIONAL on s=ale,
BOSTON—20 Stuart St., Sat., 1-5 p. m.,
Tues., 7:30-9:30 p. m,
BUFFALO—Militant Farum, 620 Main
8t., 2nd fl. Thone MAdison 3960, Every
afternoon  except  Sun.
CHICAGO—777 W. Adams (corner Hal-
sted), Phone DREArborn 4787, Daily except
Sun., 11 a. m.-5 p. m. Lilvary, book-
store.
CLEVELAND —Militant Forum, B8un,,
8:30 p. m., Peck's Hall, 1446 E. 8na St.
foff Wade Park Ave.).
DETROIT—6108 Linwood Ave. Phone
TY 7-6267. Mon. through Sat., 12-5 p, m.
FLINT—215 XE. Ninth St. Daily 7-8
p. m. Open house, Sat., eve, Forum, Sun.

eve.

LS ANGELES—Militant Publ, Assn.,
Room 201, 124 W, G6th 8t. Phone VAndyke
80G1.

SAN PEDRO—-Militant, 1008 S. Pacific

Room 214.
WATTS—MIilitant, 1720 E, 07th St,
LYNN, (Mass,)—44 Central Sa., Rm,
11, Sat. 1-4 p. e, Discussion, Tues.,
7:30 p. m,

MILWAUKEE—Militant Bookshop, 608
S. 5th St. Mon. through Fri., 7:30-9:30
p. m. Phone BRoadway 89045,

MINNEAPOLIS—10 So. 4th St. Phone
Main 7781, Dally except Bun., 10 &, m.-
6 p. m, Library, bookstore.

NEW BRITAIN, (Conn.)—Militant Dis-
cussion Group every ri. 7:30 pan, M-

and you will see how your|tant Labor Club, 165 Main St. (next to
: 3 2 3 Strand Theatre).

O
circulation will increase many NEW HAVEN — Labor School,
fold. L. B.| Grand Ave., 3rd fl,, Tues. 8-10:30 p. .

856 | Rm. 302,

NEWARK—423 Springfield Ave. Phone

Blgelow 3-2574.  Reading room. Open
dafly, 12-4 and 7-10 p.m.

NEW YORK CITY (Ifq.)—116 Univers-
ity Pl. Phone GR. 5-8149,

KAST SIDE—251 B. Houston St. 1st fi.
HARLEM—103 W. 110 St., Rm, 23
Phone MO. 2-18(8, Open discussion.
Thur., 8 p. m.

BRONX-—1034 Prospect Ave., 1st fl,

hone LU. 9-0101.

BROOKLYN—635 Fulton St. Phone
s'r(.n:;-usas.

"HELSEA—130 W. 23rd St, Pho
CIH. 2-9434. 7

OAKLAND (Cal.)—Write P. O. Box
1361, Oakland 4.

PHILADELYPHIA — 1303-05 W, Girard
Ave., 2nd fl. Phone Stevenson 4-5820,
Open daily, Forum, Fri., 8 p. m,

PITTSBURGH—1418 Iifth Ave., 2nd fl.
Open meetings, Ist & 8rd Sun., 8:30
::. m. Marxist Study Class, Thur., 7-8
D, M.

SAN DIEGO (Cal.,y — For Information
write P, 0. Box 857,

SAN TRANCISCO—1739 Illlmore Ave.,
4th 1. Phone F1. 6-0410. Daily except
Sun., 12-4:30 p. m.

SEATTLE—Maynard Ridg., 1st Ave,,
South & Washington. Phone Main 9278,
Mon. through Satl., 12-5 p, m, Branch
meeting., Fri., 8 p. m, Librury, hookstore,

ST. LOUIS—1023 N. Grand Blvd., Rm,
312, Torum, Thurs., 7-30-10 p, m.

ST. PAUL—540 Cedar St. Phone Gars
field 1147, Open daily. Bookstore. Foruim,.
rd Sun. of each month, 3:30 p, m.

lo’g\(;?MA‘ (Wash,)—Write P. O. Box
. Meeting, Wed., 8 p. m.

il Ot & Famest Tt O m“?'

TOLEDO — 113 St. Clair St., 2nd 1.
Open daliy.

vou.\'cs'g‘m'x — 115 1. Federal St

one 3-1356. Wed., Fri.,
1:30 to 4 p. m, ¥ Bes



Diary of a Steel Worker

The Last Straw

Homer Finnegan's head ached furiously. Inside
it were nine million iron balls rolling and bump-
ing, and in his stomach were about seven million.
He slammed his door shut and
stomped down the steps into the
Tain. “A fine way to be spend-
. ing a Sunday!” he muttered.

The sky was dark giay in the
late dawn, lit by a flickering
glare somewhere over in the
direction of Number Three blast
furnace. Homer trudged toward
the plant, the squeaking handle
of his lunch pail roaring in his ears. It was Sun-
day morning, the time for all men to be peace-
fully sleeping in their beds, especially if they had
hangovers like Homer Finnegan,

When he reached the furnace floor, he could
see immediately that this would be a day to
remember. The jagged ink line on thée pressure
charts was leaping and diving. Every few
moments, it seemed, there would be a deep,
quivering “WHO-0-0-0-0-M,” the fleor would
shudder, and Homer would have to make a leap
for the wheel to pull the blast off the furnace.
The fourth time he did it, he dropped the pressure
too far, and slag flowed back into the blowpipes
arid squirted out onto the brick floor. Then a blow-
pipe burned through, and they had to shut down.

Homer trudged wearily down the steel steps
to make the shutdown. It was a horrible morning,
and the greater part of the day was before him,
even more horrible. He wiped the hot sweat from
his face and the cold drizzling rain from the
back of his neck. “This job’s not fit for a human
being,” he muttered.

Back on the furnace

floor, he sweated aven

By Theodore Kovalesky

more. All the blowpipes had to be pulled out and
cleaned. Some had to be burned out with oxygen,
because of the caked iron and slag. The hours
dragged on, creeping, erawling as though each
hour were ten. With one more hour to go, Homer
paused for a moment next to the furnace to rest.
Then he fell flat on the floor.

In the hospital he woke up looking through :
transparent oxygen tent. He found that his
headache had reached colossal proportions. The
carbon monoxide gas he had inhaled up on the
furnace floor had added four million more king-
size iron balls to the original nine million in his
head, and several tons of mouldy seaweed were
quaking inside his stomach.

At home his wife asked, “Did you see M.
Rogalsky ?"”

“Huh ?”

“The man you were going to see abvut a place
to live. You know it’s only three weeks we got
to find a place, or we're out in the street.”

Homer muttered to himself, and lay down for
a nap before supper. In half an hour he woke
up again. Something new had been added. Besides
the headache and nausea, a sledge hammer was
pounding in the left side of his jaw, along with
an intermittant electric spark that leapt all the
way from the point of his jaw to his left ear.
It was a tooth that he had been meaning to sec
the dentist about, but with his wage what it was,
he hadn’t wanted to spend the money.

He took two aspiring and settled down to
listen to Walter Winchell on the radio. After the
broadcast Homer felt worse than ever. “Them
dumn reds,” he muttered. “Trying to overthrow
our way of life!”

The Negro Struggle

Senator Taylor’s Arrest

The arrest of Senator Glen Taylor in Birm-
ingham furnished a good example of “the Ameri-
can way of life” in the South, where almost (hree-
quarters of the Negro people
reside. Taylor had gone to make
a speech to the Southern Negro
ﬁ Youth Conference in za chgx‘ch.
e and  had found the audience
strictly segregated, whites on
one side of (he aisle and Negroes on the other,
and cops swarming around the place to make
sure the state's sacred segregation law  was
enforced. Not only was the audience divided, but
there were even two doors for entering the
church, the front one for Negroes and a side
door for whites.

Taylor decided to go in the front way but when
he tried, a big cop shoved him off the poreh, and
another cop gave him the elbow so hard he was
spun across the yard and thrown across u small
fence. He had offered no resistance but his suit
wag torn, his leg was bruised and his hand was
cut. He was shoved into a police car and driven
off on a roundabout route to the jail; on the way
he got the impression the cops were trying to
provoke him into some action for which they
could beat him up. At the jail he was heid for
“disorderly conduet” until bail was raised. A
few days later he was fined $50 and costs and
given a jail sentence of 180 days; the sentence
was suspended and an appeal has been filed.

That is what happened to a member of the
U. S. Senate, the highest legislative body in the
country. It is not hard to imagine what would
have happened in this case to a man in a less
prominent position—white or Negro. He would
be in a jail or hospital (if not in his grave).
The Southern ruling class does not fool around
when it comes to defending its “way of life.”
It proposes to keep the white and Negro workers
divided at all costs—by the use of propaganda
and Jim Crow laws where possible, and by brute
violence where necessary. Anybody who thinks
the Southern rulers ave poing to peacefully
accept a civil rights program that alters the

By Albert Parker

Negro's position in the South is a dreamer, duc
for a rude awakening.

The judge who sentenced Taylor delivered the
psuzl harangue against “outside influences” that
are interfering with the Southern way of life.
He did not say anything about the Northenr
capitalists with investments in the South who
have conspired with the Southern rulers for the
past 60-odd years to institute and maintain the
present Jim Crow set-up. He highly approves of
that kind of outside influence. And he did not
say a word about the South’s outside influence,
excrted through congressmen elected by a tiny
fraciion of the population, who help to pass laws
oppressing the workers of all colors in all parts
of the country and who are vesponsible for the
spread of racial hatred and restrictions through
the federal government and the armed forces.

What this country needs is the introduction of
more “outside influence” in the South, backed up
by the power of the organized labor movement,
For either the workers of the North will help
theiy Southern brothers end the dictatorial way
of life in the South, or the rvuling class will
extend it to the rest of the nation.
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Just to keep the record straight, the Com-
munist Party was forced to quickly change its
false estimate of the Supreme Court decision
on restrictive covepants, reported in this column
iast week. The May 4 Daily Worker did print
a story entitled, “Supreme Court Voids Restric-
tive Covenants,” which declared that the court
had “dealt a serious blow to real estate agree-
ments which bar Negroes from all-white neigh-
borhoods.” However an editorial in the next
day’s issue declared: “But that this Court deci-
sion gives the Negro tenant or property buyer
any substantial gain, as is claimed by certain
leaders who are only too anxious to quiet down
the indignation of the Negro people, is a fallacy.”
Unfortunately, most of the Negro press, who
also hailed the court’s QK of restrictive covenants,
have not changed their position.

Tuberculosis-Ancient Enemy

As long ago as the 4th century B.C., the Greck
physician, Hippocrates described tubercuiosis so
graphically that his writings about this disease
stand as a medical classic. Hip-
pocrates named the disease,
“phthisis,” which meansg “wast-
ing,” a marked characteristic
of the last stage of tuberculosis.

But tuberculosis was known
to the human race long before
Hippoerales® time. Mummies
found in the tombs of Egypt
show definite signs of tuber-
culosis. The characteristic marks
of this disease have also been
observed on the bones of persons who died long
before history was recorded.

Not until 1882 when the germ causc of tuber-
culosis was discovered was there any real pro-
gress in the fight against this age-old disease.
It was in that year that Robert Koch identified
the tubercle bacillus and proved conclusively that
it is the direct cause of tuberculosis,

The tubercle bacillus is a germ so small that
it can gain entrance to the body in specks of
dust or in the tiny droplets sprayed out in cough-
ing or sneezing. Tubercle bacilli live for hours in
moist sputum and may even resist drying and
freezing. The germ is passed from person to
person in various ways — through kissing an
infected person, using his or her perscnal toilet
articles, breathing in germs which have been

By Grace Carlson

sprayed into the air by a tubercular patient’s
cough, using inadequately washed dishes on
which tubercle baccilli may have been deposited
by the previous user,

When tubercle bacilli get into the body, they
may be coughed out before they do any damage
or they may be destroyed by the white cells of
the blood. If they get past the body’s first lines
of defense, they are likely to find a place in the
lungs. Since the tubercle bacillus iz a foreign
agent in the body, the body's next line of defense
is to wall off the invader. A shell is formed
around the bacilli, which is called a tubercle be-
cause it looks like a bulb. Inside the tubercle, the
bacilli continue to grow and to destroy the small
amount of lung substance left to them. In time,
a hard gritty substance called caleium takes the
place of the destroyed lung substance.

Most city-dwellers, while growing up, become
slightly infected by tubercle bacilli, but never
develop active cases of tuberculosis. So long as
the body keeps the upper hand, everything goes
well, but if the bacilli invade the body in great
numbers and the genecral resistance is low, an
active case of tuberculosis will develop. Poverty,
overwork, malnutrition and worry are the great
allies of tuberculosis germg because they break
down the body's resistance.

Great progress has been made in the fight
against tuberculosis but this disease still takes a
toll of 53,000 lives every year in the U. S.
Tuberculosis is still an enemy of mankind.

Notes from the News

SMALL BUSINESS — So far over 1,600 firms
have failed in 1948. In 1947 there were 957 bank-
ruptcies and in 1946 there were 338. Small busi-
ness is getting smaller.
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UNDERTAKERS ALL SET FOR WAR — Min-
nesota undertakers aren’t letting any grass grow
under their feet. At the 58th annual convention
of the Minnesota Funeral Directors Association
in Minneapolis, the embalmers’ president report-
ed that arrangements had been completed with
the Army for the formation of undertakers’ units
which would accompany troops in the field to su-
pervise identification and preparation of the dead
for burial. '

* * *

BORING FROM WITHIN — The CIO-PAC of

Michigan is “going into the Democratic Party”
in order to transform it into a “liberal political
organization.” According to the officers of the
Michigan PAC, this conforms “to national CIO
policy.”

L *

A STRAIGHT PROGRAM — Jack Kroll, chair-
man of the CIO-ZPAC, told the Textile conven-
tion delegates meeting at Atlantie City, that his
organization had no idea what presidential candi-
date it would support, but urged that labor get
out a large registration to meet any eventuality.

¢4 L3 K3

“STALIN AGE” MUSIC — A new administra-
tion board has taken uver the Union of Soviet
Composers and pledged itself to create music
about the “Stalinist Age.”
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By Barbara Bruce

May 10, the deadline set by
Armour, Swift and Cudahy for
strikers to return to work, lias
zome and gone, but only a few
¢cabs answered the call. Hun-
dveds of pickets gathered around
the entrances to all three plants
in South St. Paul this morning
when a dribble of would-be strike
breakers went to work amid the
jeers of union members.

After nine weeks, the strike of
the CIO Packinghouse Workers
remains effective here as well as
it the other meat packing cent-
crs. Workers at Superior and Bar-
tusch packing plants, two inde-

pendent meat packers in St. Paul,
joined the ranks of UPW strikers

e MILITANT

lust Thursday. These two plants
resumed operations a few weeks
wgo through an agreement with
the union that a raise of 12 cents
an hour would be granted imme-
diately and the difference between

the increase and the 29 cents
hourly raise demuanded by the
union would be negotiated. Al-

though bargaining was still in
process, Bartusch and Superior
employes ioined the strike in or-
der to lend thewr weight to the
two-months-old fight for a living
wage.

HORMEL SUPPORT

Packinghouse workers at the
Hoymel plant in Austin, Minne-
sota, announced last Friday after
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are cutting their work week to 32
hours in order to reduce meat pro-
duction. Provisions of the Min-
negota labor law (Stassen Slave
Act) preven: their striking in lass
tkan 30 days. The 3,700 members
of the Hormel local will contribute
10% of their pay to the strike re-
lief fund. Until now, the union
has heen giving $12,500 .a week
and has contributed a total of
$100,000. Under a 10% payroll
deduction plan, Hormel workers
will contribute $20,000 a week to
the strike.

Swift and company in South St.
I'aul sought to have a restraining
order, which was dissolved last
week- in district court, barring
picketing at plant gates reinsta-

a membership meeting that they

ted, but the request was denied.

A suit has been filed in federal
court in Chicago against the Big
Four — Armour, Swift, Cudahy
and Wilson — by the internation-
d! office of the UPW. The suit
asks the court to restrain the
companies from violating senior-
ity, vacations und sick pay previ-
sions of union contracts which
run until August 11,

Meanwhile, stock handlers in
South St. Paul, Minnesota; Fargo,
N. D.; Sioux City, lowa; Fort
Worth, Texas; St. Joseph, Missou-
vi; and Milwaukee, Wisconsin,
have agreed to join the nation-
wide packinghouse strike on
I'viday, May 14, unless their
wage demands are met by that
time. Stockyard workers are also
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CI10 Packinghouse Unions Continue
Grim Fightin Ninth Week of Strike

have been negotiating since be-
fore the packing strike was calls
ed.
In Kansas City, Kansas, 34
claims totalling $163,000 have
heen filed against the city by
UPW members and bystanders
who were injured in the assault
by city police on pidket lines and
union headquarters April 23.
Attempts to negotiate the is-
sues in the strike were resumed in
Chicago last weekend through
cfforts of the Federal Mediation
and Conciliation Service. To date,
despite numerous hearings and
meetings, all the packers have
said is “No"™ to every proposal
that the union or the conciliation

wemanding 29 cents an hour and

service has made,

Youngstown “Vindicator

YOUNGSTOWN, May 8 —
The primary elections of May
3 in Mahoning County witness-
od an unexpected labor-capitalist
conflict Aaring up in the closing
lays of the campaign. The
Youngstown Vindicator, month-
siece of the local stecl corpora-
tions, started a fu!l blown red-
baiting attack on the labois move-
ment five days before election
day. The resporse of the siecel-
workers against the paper was
overwhelming.

There were two issues in the
cempaign, irst, o opecial 2.5
mill property levy wags placed on
the ballot, and second, u CIO man
was entered in the Democratic
primary race for Sherifft  of
Mahoning County.

The Stee'workers District 26
ieadership opposed the increased
property levy, which would bear
down hardest on small home
owners, and eventually, tenants.
They were met in the precs with
a united, vigorous, unremitting
campaign backing the levy, with
all party politicians, clubs, groups
and “leaders’” in the city helping
to put-the heat on.

In the race for sheriff, the local
Steelworkers officers continued
the anciént policy of the labor
leaders of trying teo ‘gain in-
creased influence” in the Demo-
cratic Party. Paul Langley, presi-
dent of a Steelworkers local, and
for some time an active Demo-
cratic worker, was run against
the notorious Sheriff Elser, in-
cumbent since 1934, and scab-
herder in the 1937 Little Steel
strike.

On the Thursday preceding the
eglection the Vindicator appeared
with its ill-fated blast: a two
column width editoria!l signed by
the political editor of the Vin-
dicator, Clingan Jackson, who is
a big shot in the Democratic
Party and a State Senator. This
editorial was printed under a
huge scare headline that the CIO
was using “Communist tactics”
in an attempt to take over the
Democratic Party. Theve followed
an invidious text, which, while
completely devoid of facts, at-
tempted in every infantile way
known to the author to convey
the impression that the CIO was
engaged in a gigantic plot; that

Armour Picket Killed
In East St. Louis

Another Armour picket lies
dead. Ed Hucks, a member of
UPW Local 42, was shot and
killed last Sunday at the Ar-
mour plant just outside the
City limits of East St. Louis,
Illinois. When Hucks called
out to three scabs scaling a
fence around the plant, he
was answered with a blast
from the pistol of one of the
strikebreakers. He was killed
instantly by a bullet through
the head.

In the last issue of the UPW
Area Strike Bulletin, District
2, the union declares, “The re-
sponsibility for this wanton
killing we lay directly at the
door of Armour . ., From the
very first day of the strike we
proclaimed that their vicious
back-to-work movement could
lead to but one thing: violence.
What else can result from
their efforts to use a tiny
minority consisting of stool-
pigeons to break a strike when
the overwhelming majority of
employes voted to win their
demands by picket line resist-
ance . . , The boards of direct-
ors of all corporations are the
real criminals who should be
placed in the docket and tried
for the murders of the Cicard-
os, the Hucks and the count-
less others who have had to
pay with their lives for doing
no more than fighting for a
decent livelihood.”

Rebuffed by Steel Unions

“

‘Lis plel was part of the “red
sgnspiracy” against our “form of

wovermmient”; and further, that
Jie  whole  local  Steelworkers

leadership, from James P. Grif-
fin, Distiict 25 director, down to
the last office girl and staff
wrand boy is a dyed-in-the-wool
Communist.

The reaction in the steel mills
was immediate, Union workers
bristled at the attack. The CIO
want on the radio half a dozen
times in three days. snd bought
considerable space in the Yin-
dicator fo reply. Local 1330 at
ihe Qhio Works of Carnegie-
[ineis issued a leaflet defending
the right of the CIO to back any
stand or individual i+ wished 1
political campauigns.

On Tuesday came the vote;
The property levy was over-
whelmingly defeated, and Lan-

gley won the Democratic nomin-
afion for sheriff. How much this
nomination is worth, the CIO
leaders and members in this area
will find out in, the days to come.
But the slap in the fuce ad-
ministered to the Viudicator must
be regarded as labor's victory.

That's the way the men in the
mills look at it. As a result, CIO
prestige, badly suffering from the
body blow' recently dealt it by
CIO President Philip Murray has
again risen.

Taylor Convicted

Following his conviction on

presidential candidate is appealin

§

a disorderly conduct charge for

trying fo enter a church through a door marked “Negroes”, Sen.
Glen H. Taylor chats with Raleigh Durden, delegate to a meet-
your-government seminar in Washington. The third party vice-

g the case on grounds that segre-

gation laws violate the constitutional righi of free assembly.

Federated Pictures

By Art Sharon

NEW YORK CITY, May 11
— The present bitterly fought
election contest between the Stal-
inist machine and the rank and
file caucus inside the CIO Nation-
al Maritime Union had a new is-
sue this week in the tragic death
of the NMU’s Charlestown agent,
Robert New, part of the Stalinist
machine, who was attacked and
rurdered by union member Ru-
dolph Serreo.

Immediately upon receipt of
the shocking news the National

JOSEPH CURRAN

Office of the NMU dispatched an
official investigator of the union
to get and bring back to New
York a full report on the slaying.

The very meager information
available at this date merely iden-
tifies Serreo as a ballot commit-
lee man who was discharged
from his post by a rank and file

trial committee and fined for
drunkenness.
The Daily + Worker appeared

with a front page lead story on
the murder with a headline iden-
tifying the murderer as a “Cur-
ran Man.” Joseph Curran, the
union’s president and head of the
rank and file caucus, has an-
nounced that he will sue the Daily
Worker for libel.

ir the union has followed the
Daily Worker’s line in stepping
up its campaign of vilification
and slander against the rank and
file caucus. They actually charge
that it was a political murder
and that Serreo was a leader of
the Charlestown rank and file
caucus. However Serreo’s name
does not appear among the thous-
ands that are publicly published
as sponsors of the rank and file
caucus. Nor is Serreo known to
the New York rank and file cau-
cus as a caucus member.

1t is well known throughout the
union that the rank and file cau-
cus has warned against the use
of physical violence. This was
teeessary because of the repeated
Stalinist provocations,

The Stalinist machine is ap-

CP Makes Faction Issue
Of NMU Agent's Death

parently convinced of their im-
pending defeat in  the present
efection. All indications point to
their dcliberately creating an at-
mosphere of fear and demoraliza-

tion in preparation for some des- |

perate moves in  the internal
struggle.
Six weeks remain before the

results of the secret ballot voting
will be known. Just previous to
that date the union faces the
¢ritical expiration date of its con-
tract with the shipowners.

Instead of allowing the union
a4s a whole to condemn the mur-
der, the Stalinists are insisting
vpon using this as a factional
football. It is doubtful that the
cynical exploitation of New's
death will have much effect upon
the outcome of the election,

SEATTLE, May 10 — The|
Boeing Airplane Company has
been defeated in its attempts to
start a back-to-work movement.|
The company inserted urgent ap-
peals in the want-ad section of
the daily papers. The personnel
department has made calls to in-
dividuals reminding them the
plant is open and they can return
to work, But the union members
are standing firm determined to
win their demands.

The union has secured radioi
time (wice weekly to present |
their side. In their first weekly
broadcast the wunion husiness!
agent explained how the com-
pany was following the Mohawk
Valley Formula in attempting to
hreak the strike and the union.

The union issues daily “Picket
Line Briefs"” keeping the mem-
hership alerted on the latest de-
velopments. Large placards for|
cars have been issued reading
“On Strike at Boeing — We Only
Want Fair Play.”

The company filed a suit under

Meanwhile the Stalinist faction

the Taft-Hartley Law for $2,250,-
000 damages from lodge no.

‘BACK TO WORK” MOVE
FIZZLES AT BOEING

751 and its parent umon, the In-
ternational Association of Machi-
wsts. The company charged the
wniion with eausing and sanction-
ing a strike while a contract con-
faining a “no strike” clanse was
in effect. Meanwhile the union at-

torney was preparving to file
three actions in  federal court
seeking 35,000,000 in damages

aind requesting the company be
chjoined from unfair labor pract-
ees,

United States Cenciliation Di-
vector, Cyrus Ching, has sum-
moned Harvey Brown, [AM Pres-
ident and William Allen, Boeing
Company , President to attend a
conference in Washington, D.C,
Allen twice refused, stating he
would send representatives to ex-
plain the company’s version of
the “illegal strike” but would re-
fuse to reopen negotiations for a
seitlement.

Denial of unemployment com-
pensation to the striking workers
was ok'd by the State Commis-
swoner even though the company

Post Office Fires

NAACP Leader for
Fighting Jim Crow

‘ By J. Hawekins

SANTA  MONICA, Cal,
May © —— The Truman admin-
istration’ revealed the hypoerisy
Lehind its c¢ivil rights program
this week when it sided with the

i.lim Crow Sears and Roel)udg Co.

and heguan peirsecution of an out-
standing West Coast fighter for
f2ir employment, practices.

The six-month old fight of the
loeal branch of the National As-
sociation for the Advancement of
Colored People amainst racial dis-
erimination in hiring at the Scars
store becamoe a national issue
when the LS, Paostmaster Gen-
eval fired Prank H. Barnes, mili-
tant president of the branch, from
his mail carvier’s job last Tues-
diy. The reason? Because, in his
campaign againsl Sears, Barnes
was, according to the charges,
cither a member of, or sympa-
thetic to subversive organiza-
tions and accepled the support of
these organizations. Among the
crganizations listed by the Post-
master General as subversive
were the American Veterans Com-
mittee, the American Jewish Con-
gress, the Committee on Racial
Equality, the Progressive Citizens
of America, the National Negro
Congress and the Communist
Party.

DEEP RESENTMENT

This erude intervention by the
federal government has stirred
deep resentment throughout San-
te Monica. The NAACP has pro-
vided Barnes with legal council
headed by Loren Miller, Los Ang-
c¢les lawyer who argued the case
against restrictive covenants be-
fore the U.S. Supreme Court., The
fight for the reinstatement of
| Barnes has already met with sup-
| port from labor, veteran, political
civie, minority, religious organi-
zations.

The campaign against Scars’
discrimination in  hiring began
when Sears opened a new store
last summer. Negro veterans and
other highly qualified Negro ap-
plicants for sales clerk jobs were
offered only brooms and other
menial jobs. After long, fruitless
vitempts lo win sales and similar

jubs by negotiations, the local
NAACI” began picketing the

store on Oct. 14, The pickeling is
of the mass demonstration type
cach Friday evening when shopp-
ing is busiest. In recent months
the picket lines, including white
and Negro, have grown to huge
size.

Over two dozen orgunizations,
among them important unions in
fhe Los Angeles metropolitan
area, have come out in active
support of the NAACP and its
fight against Sears. The most
eetive organizations work through
A united committee which the lo-
cal NAACP set up in January. At
a recent NAACDP Southern Cali-
fornia conference, the Santa
Monica campaign was approved
and preparations were begun to
extend the fight against all Sears
stores on the Pacific coast,

Eurly in Mareh the Sears
ranagement turned to the munic-
ipal government for aid. The
Chief of Police came up with a
vicions anti-picketing ordinance.
When the City Council met to
consider this measure, it was
bombarded for three hours with
vrotests  from labor, wminority,
veteran and eivie organizations.
The proposed ordinance was laid
wside for 30 days and then dropp-
ed.

Trade has falien off badly at
Sears and 30 clerks have been
laid off for lack of business. The
Negro people of Santa Monica
have expressed amazement al the
jarge-scale support they have
Feen getting, They have learned
that to get saopport you have to
go out and fight for it, and to
win a fight you have to have an

lias notified its employes that
tieir work is terminated.

crganization.



