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TRUMAN INJUNCTION BUSTS RAIL STRIKE
Housing-A Capitalist Crime, 
Dobbs Tells Senate Hearing

Farrell Dobbs, Socialist Workers l*arty can didale for President, denounced the capitalist con­
spiracy on housing in the following statement submitted to the Senate Hanking and Currency Committee 
on May 12.

I  w ant to ta lk  today about an iron  cu rta in . T h is  
p a rtic u la r iron cu rta in  was no t fab rica ted  by Rus­
sians o r to ta lita r ia n is m . T h is  iron  cu rta in  carries 
the trade m ark “ Made in  U .S .A .”  —  i t  was made 
by the c a p ita lis t system which is s trang e ly  called 
“ free  enterprise .”  I am ta lk in g  about the iron  
cu rta in  th a t separates m illions o f A m erican 'w o rk - 
in g  class fa m ­
ilie s  fro m  de­
cent h o m e s 
and in  innum ­
erable c a s e s  
f r o m  a n y  
homes a t a ll.
I  am ta lk in g  
about the iron 
cu rta in  which 
separates the 
veterans a n d  
th e ir  fam ilies  
fro m  the lo fty  
p r o m i s e s  
o f modern, l iv ­
able and low  
re n t  housing 
a c c o m m o -  
da tions which 
were made to 
t h e m  d u rin g  
the w ar.

The record 
proves beyond 
a doubt th a t 
Congress h a s  
n o t k e p t the 
p r o m i s e s  
w h ich  w e r e  
made to the 
veterans. B u t 
th is  is a ll in  the tra d itio n  o f g iv in g  soldiers a 
p rom issory note to make them fig h t the rich  
m an’s w ars  and then w e lch ing on the note when 
i t  came due fo r  collection. The tra d it io n  is as old 
as Am erica. The m erchants and bankers o f the 
revo lu tiona ry  years led by th e ir  ev il genius 
A lexander H am ilton  contrived the g re a t sw indle 
o f cheating  the veterans o f V a lley  Forge out 
o f th e ir  earnings by m an ip u la ting  the value o f 
the currency. A bou t seventy years la te r the 
c o rru p t agents o f the in d u s tr ia l barons and the 
ra ilro a d  k ings sw indled the C iv il W ar veterans 
ou t o f th e ir  homesteads— th a t too, gentlem en, 
m ig h t be called a housing scandal.

The war hysteria now being whipped up right 
here in Washington from the floor of Congress 
is not unconnected with the shortage of homes 
in this country. I t  is a method as old as class 
society itself. It began with- the circuses tho 
Roman slave masters employed to divert the 
attention of hungry, homeless and discontented 
people. Hitler and Mussolini brought this method 
to modern perfection— when concentration camps
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and ja ils  proved inadequate they were qu ick to 
beat the w ar drum s in  order to d ive rt the a tten ­
tion o f German o r Ita lia n  w orkingm en from  
th e ir wretched w o rk in g  and liv in g  conditions.

The fa ilu re  to provide housing is the fa ilu re  o f 
cap ita lism . By the same token i t  puts the m ark  
o f bankrup tcy  upon p o lit ic a l parties which make 
the defense o f the system o f p r iv a te  p ro fit  the 
card ina l p lank in th e ir  p la tfo rm . Regardless o f 
the tu rn  in  the economic cycle the housing cris is  
has rem ained w ith  us. F orm er P resident Roosevelt 
declared d u rin g  the las t devasta ting  depression, 
in  the f irs t  year o f his a d m in is tra tion , th a t one- 
th ird  o f the nation was ill-housed. Today a t the 
pe-ak o f the postw ar boom w ith  na tiona l income 
a t a record level President T rum an te lls  us th a t 
Ihq housing s itua tion  is “ alm ost fa ta l. ”

Seek P ro f it , Ignore  Need
W 'jiy was there no genuine a llev ia tio n  o f the 

housing shortage d u rin g  the h is t depression? 
The banks had b illion s  o f do lla rs  in  id le cap ita l. 
There were tens o f thousands o f unemployed 
bu ih ling  trades cra ftsm en and m any more jobless 
in the bu ild in g  m ate ria ls  industries. Despite the 
g rea t need fo r  homes, the banks, m ortgage and 
insurance companies and rea l estate in te rests 
de libe ra te ly  blocked a bu ild ing  p ro g ra m  fo r  low 
cost housing because a p ro fitab le  m arke t was 
la ck ing— th a t is, because the ea rn ing  power o f 
w o rk in g  people was too low  to  pay the exo rb ita n t 
ren ts w h ich would make a large-scale b u ild in g  
program  pro fitab le .

Since Roosevelt made his m elancholy rem arks 
about the housing problem , the c ris is  has become 
fa r  more acute and aggravated. I t  is  con­
se rva tive ly  estim ated th a t the re  are a t least be­
tween 2,500,000 and 5,000,000 fa m ilie s  who are 
doubled up w ith  fr ien ds  or re la tives, crowded in to  
u n san ita ry  t ra ile r  camps and d ingy  hotel rooms 
— fa m ilie s  who live  under such conditions th a t 
they can best be described as homeless. Th is 
does no t include between 18-21,000,000 non-farm  
c ity  and ru ra l fa m ilie s  who live  in  substandard 
and slum  dw ellings. M ost o f these s tructu res are 
in an advanced state o f de te rio ra tion  and many 
o f them, now fu l ly  occupied, have long ago been 
condemned as un inhab itab le  by o ffic ia l agencies 
in the m a jo r cities.

When an innocent man is w ro n g ly  sentenced 
to die fo r  a crim e he did no t com m it the re  is a 
g re a t ou tc ry  a t such a m iscarriage o f justice. 
Even Congress m ig h t be prevailed to  help redress 
the w rong. But the fa ilu re  o f c a p ita lis t business 
and its  po litica l representatives in  the national 
governm ent to  a llev ia te  the housing shortage is 
tan tam ount to  a sentence o f prem ature death to 
m illions  o f slum dw ellers in  New Y ork , Chicago, 
P ittsbu rgh , New Orleans, D e tro it, C incinnati, 
Columbus and o ther m a jo r c ities. Y et there is 
no m a jo r ou tc ry  aga inst th is  na tiona l in jus tice—  

(Continued on page 2)

CIO Sharply Denounces 
Anti-Labor Mundt Bill

The CIO has officially come 
out against the Mundt B ill, 
whose passage would constitu te  
a m o rta l b low  to c iv il libe rties  in 
th is  coun try  and thereby endang­
e r the ve ry  existence o f o rg an iz ­
ed labor.

A f te r  a tta ck in g  the M un d t B ill 
e d ito r ia lly  in the M ay 10 CIO 
News, the CIO, th rou gh  its  leg is­
la tive  d irec to r, N a than Cowan, 
sent le tte rs  on M ay 11 to Con­
gressmen dem anding th a t they 
vote aga inst th is  b ill.  A t  the same 
tim e  Cowan also sent le tte rs  to 
CIO a ff il ia te s  th roughou t the 
coun try  ask ing them to “ m obilize 
pub lic  op in ion”  to  defeat the b ill.

The CIO News ed ito ria l brand­
ed the M undt B il l as a “ le g is la t­
ive m on stro s ity ”  which would 
penalize people fo r  th e ir  ideas 
and belie fs and in s titu te  the in ­
famous procedure o f “ g u ilt by 
association.”

I t  then goes on to correc tly  
po in t ou t thut. th is  b ill vests 
“ d isc re tiona ry  powers”  in the 
hands o f the A tto rn e y  General 
th a t would enable the la tte r  to 
“ destroy o r seriously ha rm ”  any 
organ iza tion  he. m ig h t choose 
“ th rough  e rro r o r design”  in ad 
d itio n  to the C om m unist P a rty  
aga inst wh ich the b ill is d ire c tly  
aimed.

Cowan, in his le tte r  to  congress­
men, stresses, th a t the M undt 
B il l “ seriously threatens the ex 
istence o f bona fide  labor un ions”  
precise ly because i t  seeks to 
“ impose a b lackout o f c i v i l  
r ig h ts .”

Cowan’s le tte r  to the CIO

unions underscores the urgency 
o f the s itu a tio n  and calls fo r  im ­
mediate action in  m ob iliz ing  mass 
protest.

T h is  vigorous stand o f the CIO 
is a welcome development as the 
highest bodies o f the organized 
labor movement have been remiss 
thus fa r  in recogniz ing and com­
b a ttin g  the te rr ib le  th rea t im ­
p lic it in the M undt B il l and the 
redba iting  campaign, in general. 
The top A F L  leadership is s t ill 
s ilen t on the issue.

Am ong the organ iza tions th a t 
have thus fa r  voiced th e ir  oppos­
ition  to the M und t B il l are the 
C iv il L ib e rtie s  U nion, the A m ­
ericans fo r  Dem ocratic A ction , 
the “ Com m ittee o f One Thous­
and,”  a recen tly  fo rm ed group o f 
w rite rs , a rtis ts , scientists, edu­
cators and clergym en. Tl'ie N a­
tion a l Law yers  G uild  has also 
denounced i t  as the “ deadliest 
f r u i t  o f a period o f m ounting  
hys te ria  and oppression.”

NO P U B L IC  H E A R IN G S
The pub lic  f ig h t  against th is  

‘ police sta te”  measure has been 
severely handicapped by the h igh ­
handed decision not to  ho ld  any 
public hearings. P rotests against 
th is  on the f lo o r  o f the House of 
Representatives have proved un­
ava iling .

The M undt B ill has been clear­
ed fo r  House debate on Thursday, 
M ay 13, w ith  the House Rules 
Com m ittee lim it in g  the en tire  
discussion to s ix  hours.

Its  passage in  the House ap 
pears v ir tu a lly  assured. The 
sweep o f reaction in  W ash ing ton

Despite police brutality and company strike-breaking, 100,000 
members of CIO Packinghouse Workers hold firm in their strike. 
Here a group of Chicago pickets answers company leaflets urging 
a back-to-work movement by dumping’ them in a wastebasket.

Federated Pictures

75,000 Chrysler 
Workers Strike 
In Three States

■75,000 Auto workers in Michigan, Indiana and California 
struck against the Chrysler Cor-,J> 
potation on May 12, after talks

is underscored by the fac t tha t 
on ly  a few weeks ago, oh A p r il 
29, the House bv a vote o f 271 to 
35 approved in  substance one of 
the key clauses in  the M undt B il l 
— "g u ilt, by association”  —  by 
passing a r id e r to an ap p rop ria ­
tion  b ill.  T h is  r id e r p roh ib its  the 
use o f any funds to pay any Fed­
era l employe be longing to a union 
tha t has fa iled  to  f ile  the “ yellow  
dog”  a ff id a v its  under the Taft-1 
H a rtle y  Law.

A no ther ind ica tion  o f the mood| 
preva lent in Congress is a clause 
contained in  a reso lu tion recently 
introduced by Rep. C lare H o ff ­
man (R . M ich .). A ccord ing to a 
provis ion in th is  reso lu tion any 
congressional com m ittee could 
label in fo rm a tio n  “ co n fid e n tia l”  
and any one disclosing such in ­
fo rm a tio n  —  inc lud ing  congress­
men and reporters —  would be 
liab le  to  a prison te rm  and a 
fine . P rovis ions o f th is  so rt would 
qu ick ly  make a dead le tte r  o f a ll 
freedom o f speech and o f the 
press.

A t  the same tim e, the d rive  lo 
stam p ou t academic freedom con­
tinues unbated. The la te s t v ic tim  
c f  the w itch -hun te rs  is Clyde R. 
M ille r , Associate Professor o f 
Education in  Colum bia Teachers 
College. He was one o f the s igna­
tories o f a p ro tes t aga inst the 
f i lm  “ Iro n  C u rta in .”  H is  d ism iss­
al comes in the wake o f the d is­
m issals o f a num ber o f o ther p ro ­
fessors th rou gh ou t the country 
whose sole “ crim e”  has consisted 
o f supporting  W allace’s candid­
acy.

between the union and the com­
pany broke down com plete ly.

“ W e’ l l  g ive them  the damned­
est s tr ik e  they ever had,”  iNorni- 
ar. M atthew s, head o f the union 
C hrys le r departm ent to ld  re p o rt­
ers, as he emerged fro m  a meet­
in g  w ith  100 ra n k  and f i le  rep re­
sentatives o f the C hrys ler locals.

The union representatives, in 
the la s t m eeting w ith  the com­
pany, scaled down the o r ig in a l 
demands fo r  a 30-cent hourly  
wage increase plus 5 cents an 
hour fo r  supplem entary demands 
to a s tra ig h t across-the-board 17- 
ccnt an hour increase. The com­
pany turned th is  down and o f­
fered no counter proposal.

The company had prev iously  
proposed a G-cent h o u rly  increase 
which the union rejected. When 
U.S. Steel came ou t w ith  its  “ no 
wage increases”  announcement, 
C h rys le r Corp. w ith d re w  its  o f­
fe r.

H U G E  P R O FITS
In  big  ads run in the D e tro it 

da ily  papers, the auto union po in t­
ed ou t that. C h rys le r p ro fits  in 
1947, a fte r  taxes, came to 25.6% 
o l its  investm en t; g re a te r even 
than the in d u s try  averaged which 
was 17%. C h rys le r p ro fits  were 
so g re a t th a t each C hrys le r w o rk ­
e r produced 68 cents in p ro fit  fo r  
the corpora tion  every hour he 
v orked. The union figu res  demon­
stra ted  th a t the company could 
g ra n t a 30-cent increase and s t i l l  
make 14 1-1% on ils  investm ent, 
a fte r  taxes.

In  contrast, the C h rys le r w o rk ­
ers are forced to live  on an income 
th irtee n  do lla rs below the m in im ­
um weekly income fixed  by the 
U.S. Bureau o f Labor S ta tis tics  
as (he bare subsistence budget 
fo r  a c ity  w o rke r’s fa m ily  o f four.

M eanwhile the s itua tion  a t GM 
was co in ing to  a head. On M ay 5, 
over 200 delegates, representing 
90 General M otors p lan ts through 
out the country , voted lo  te rm ­
inate the union con tract and take 
a s tr ik e  poll by M ay 23. The Gen­
era l M o to r Corpora tion represen­
ta tives have been even more a r r ­
ogan t than C h rys le r in  the nego­
tia tio n s  w ith  the union. They o f­
fered absolute ly no wage increase 
and have taken the o ffensive  in 
m aking  demands upon the union 
to r  the  res to ra tion  o f the hated 
piece w o rk  system  plus the o ther 
d rastic  con tract changes.

There is no d isgu is ing  the fa c t 
th a t m orale in  the GM shops is 
ve ry  low. The auto w orkers w i l l  
unquestionab ly vote to back up 
th e ir  union ba rga in ing  com m ittee, 
1 u t th is  vote vvill in  no way s ign i 
f v  confidence in  the s tra tegy  of 
the Reuther leadership.

The refusal of the Reuther 
leadership to bargain on a co-ord­
inated, industry-wide basis has 
deprived it of the one important 
weapon with which it could have 
solidified and inspired (he ranks 
to struggle.

The present sad state of a f­
fairs in the UAW  contrasts 
sharply with the militancy that 
swept through the shops during 
the miners’ strike. The auto work-

T lie  text o f  the speech 
by FAR R ELL DOBBS (So- 
c ia lis l W orkers Party can­
didate fo r  U.S. P resident) 
w h ich was broadcast on 
N B C  May 15, w ill be 
p rin te d  in  next week’ s 
M IL IT A N T .

ers responded to  the m iners ’ 
s trugg le  because o f - its  m il ita n t  
leadership.

R euther’s one-a t-a -lim e s tra t­
egy was tr ie d  ou t in the GM 
s tr ik e  o f 1945 and was found 
w a n tin g . Lead ing m ilita n ts  now 
are f ir m ly  convinced th a t the 
one-a t-a-tim e bu ng lin g  m ust be 
converted in to  an indus try -w ide  
ba rga in ing  s tra tegy , co-ordinated 
in close fash ion w ith  the wage 
f ig h ts  o f the o the r m a jo r CIO 
unions.

Connecticut SWP 
Opens Drive for 
Election Petitions
NEW  B R ITA IN , Conn., May 

10—The presidential campaign 
o f the S oc ia lis t W orkers  P a rty  
started ro llin g  th rough  the State 
o f Connecticut th is  week. P e tition  
gathere rs began th e ir  d rive  fo r  
12,000 s igna tu res in H a rtfo rd  
and New Haven th is  weekend. 
The above fig u re , which the cam­
paign com m ittee hopes to  achieve 
! y  the tim e  o f the SW P N a tiona l 
Convention on Ju ly  1, would be 
well over the required m in im um  
o f 8,300.

In  addition to the N ationa l 
candidates o f F a rre ll Dobbs fo r  
P resident and Grace Carlspn fo r  
V ice-President, state candidates 
are also being run. M o rris  Chertov 
o f New Haven is seeking the o f­
fice  o f G overnor and A lv in  Berm ­
an o f New  B rita in  is runn ing  fo r  
Congressm an-at-large.

A ll M ilita n t readers who w ant 
to help in the cam paign are urged 
to w r ite  the SW P a t 855 Grand 
Ave. in New Haven or 165 M ain 
St. in  New B rita in .

The W age Fight 
And Labor’s Tasks

An Editorial
The labor movement is in full retreat.
The third round wage campaign of the CIO is becoming a 

shambles.
The CIO Packinghouse Union was permitted by the national 

CIO to go up by itself against the entrenched might of the 
profit-swollen meal trusts. The strike is in its ninth week, 
the packinghouse workers are being bled white and the com­
panies are now promoting a back-to-work movement to actual­
ly smash the strike.

Philip Murray, who, as president of the CIO, is supposed 
to be leading the whole national fight, has checked out alto­
gether. First he fixed the steelworkers up good and proper 
with a two-year “no-strike pledge” contract. And now that 
the steel trust has contemptuously said “No” to his wage 
pleas, he has decided to sit out the third wage round.

The auto union leadership is obviously still wedded to 
Reuther’s one-at-a-time strategy, which proved so costly and 
ineffective in the 1945 General Motors strike. 75,000 Chrysler 
workers have now been forced to strike for decent living 
wages. The union is going through the motions of a strike 
vote at GM and the Ford contract is about to expire, but 
there is no disposition to adopt an industry-wide strategy of 
negotiations and strike action.

The AFL and Brotherhood leaders present an even sorrier 
spectacle of disunity and ineffectiveness. After permitting 
themselves to he lied up for months and months by the red 
tape of the Rail Labor Act. the rail union leaders break ranks 
and all hut three of (lie unions accept the totally inadequate 
wage increases. When the government as strikebreaker cracks 
down on the three unions that continue the fight for a 30% 
wage increase, the rest of the labor leaders remain mum — 
just as they did in the case of the miners —  and do nothing 
to come to the help of their embattled fellow unionists.

Is it any wonder that under this bankrupt leadership the 
union ranks are growing demoralized?

This present sad state of affairs proves forcefully that 
the time is past when even big national unions can singly 
challenge the huge, enormously rich, enormously powerful 
American billionaire corporations aided and abetted as they 
are by the strikebreaking paraphernalia of the capitalist slate. 
The unions will have (o unify their wage fights, practice 
soli/Jarity and militancy in action, pmbark on independent 
labor politics —  or they will suffer one catastrophe after 
another.

Imagine, for a moment, if  the steel and auto unions joined 
with the miners in signing a defensive and offensive pact 
and all three moved together to settle their wage demands 
on the rule of “one for all and all for one.” The effrontery 
and swagger of the corporations would be knocked out of 
them pretty fast, wouldn’t it?

That is the policy that the times call for. That is the 
policy that the militants in all the unions must begin demand­
ing.' And the simplest way to achieve it is by convoking a 
broad CONFERENCE OF LABOR of all the leading unions 
to organize a unified strategy of action on the labor front.

Stalin Bids Openly 
For Deal with U.S.

The much-rumored bid by the Kremlin for a deal with 
W ashington has finally materialized. Rebuffed in previous p ri­
vate approaches for a rap
prochcincnt ea rly  th is  year, 
Moscow has u tilized  a recent in ­
terchange o f notes between U.S. 
Am basadòr General W a l t e r  
Eedcll S m ith  and F o ie ig n  M in ­
is te r M olotov in  order to launch 
pu b lic ly  its  "peace ' d ifensive.”

The chronology o f events is 
app rox im a te ly  as fo llow s. On 
M ay 4, upon cabled ins tructions 
fro m  W ashington, General Sm ith 
delivered an “ o ra l”  s ta tem ent to 
Molotov. T h is  d e c l a r a t i o n  
re ite ra ted  W ash ing ton ’s “ cold 
w a r”  po licy and emphasized th is  
po licy  would continue regardless 
o f any po litica l o r economic 
changes th a t m ig h t occur in the 
U n ited States. Appended to th is  
b lunt “ s tatem ent fo r  the record”  
was a fo rm u la  to the effect that 
a “ door always rem ains open fo r 
discussion and settlem ent o f our 
differences.”  T h is  “ open door”  
fo rm u la  was used by T rum an h im ­
se lf in  his speeeli to Congress 
last M arch when the rearm am ent 
p rogram  was launched.

T H E  P A Y -O F F
Y e t it  was precisely upon th is  

vague fo rm u la  th a t the K re m lin  
d ip lom ats pounced, pre tend ing 
th a t it was ac tu a lly  an in v ita tio n  
fo r  b i-la te ra l negotia tions. On 
M ay 9, M olotov handed Sm ith a 
rep ly  which begins w ith  a b lun t 
acceptance o f the Am erican 
“ proposal to begin . . .  a discussion 
and settlem ent o f the differences 
ex is ting  between us.”

The pay - off came the next 
n igh t when the Moscow rad io 
broadcast to the w orld  the te x t 
o f th is  d ip lom atic  interchange.

T h is  move caught W ashington 
com plete ly by surprise. General 
Sm ith  complained th a t i t  was a 
break o f “ confidence.”

A n n e  O’ l la r c  M cCorm ick, 
prom inent po litica l co lum n is t of 
.he N . Y. T im es, fra n k ly  acknow­
ledged, M ay 12, th a t:

“ The spate o f exp lanations im ­
mediately fo rthcom ing  from  the 
W hile  House and tho State De­
partm ent shows th a t W ashing- 
on was taken by surp rise  and 

:onfused by the disclosure.”
The in it ia l reaction o f the 

State D epartm ent was -merely to 
issue to  the press the te x t o f the 
d ip lom atic in terchange. The next 
lay  T rum an  h im se lf tr ie d  to pour 
;o!d w a te r on Moscow's “ peace 
bid”  by re ite ra tin g  the f irs t  p a rt 
i f  S m ith ’s declaration w h ile  
e m itt in g  a ll reference to  the 
“ open door”  th rough  w h ich  Mos­
cow is now t ry in g  to  barge in .

The W hite  House and the State 
Departm ent are s t i l l  m ark ing  
time, in search o f some effective 
Ic rm u la  th a t would p a rry  Mos­
cow’s move w ithou t em barrassing 
W ashington too much

As a maneuver the K re m lin ’s 
d ip lom atic  gam b it is both sensa­
tional and s k il lfu l.  B u t the 
cleverest maneuvers can never 
decide any basic issues, least o f 
i l l ,  the  .cu rren t conflic t between 
W all S tree t and the K rem lin .

Even i f  successful, Moscow's 
bid fo r  a deal w ith  W ashington 
would on ly postpone the final 
showdown tem p o ra rily .

The po ss ib ility  o f a deal a t a 
la te r stage, when W ash ing ton ’s 
r  d a t i v e  position w il l  be 
strengthened th rough  rea rm a­
ment, the opera tion o f the ERP, 
and the so lrd ifica tiono f the W est­
ern Bloc cannot be excluded. B u t 
fo r  the tim e  being there  is l i t t le  
in c lin a tio n  in  W ashington to  ease 
up on the “ cold w a r”  po licy.

Uses 1916 Statute 
As Pretext for 
Gov’t Seizure

By George Luvan 

Again the T rum an  ad* 
m in is tra tio n  has rushed to  
the aid o f  B ig Business
to smash the im pend ing
s tr ik e  o f ra ilroa d  workers. Seiz­
ing  the ra ilroads under a phony 
“ state o f w a r,”  the governm ent 
then go t an in ju n c tio n  fo rb id d in g  
'he  s tr ik e  fro m  its  fa v o rite  s tr ik e ­
b reaking judge, T. A lan Golds- 
borcugh.

Faced w ith  the po ss ib ility  o f 
fines and ja il sentences, the heads 
o f the three unions, the B ro th e r­
hood o f Locom otive Engineers, 
B rotherhood o f Locom otive F ire ­
men and Enginem en, and the 
Switchm ens U nion, Called o f f  the 
s trike .

N O T T H E  A R M Y
The governm ent seizure is 

phony no t on ly  because the 1916 
law , used as a p re te x t, pe rm its  
seizure “ in tim e  o f  w a r”  to move 
troops, bu t because the A rm y  is 
ro t  re a lly  ta k in g  over the r a i l ­
roads. W hat has happened is thajt 
ra ilroa d  o ffic ia ls  have been com-, 
missioned in to  the A rm y  as co l­
onels and b riga d ie r generals. The 
same a n ti- la b o r o ff ic ia ls  w i l l  ru n  
the “ seized”  ra ilroads, the same 
companies w il l  make the p ro fits  
and the w orkers  w i l l  be chained 
to  the same w o rk in g  conditions.

Judge Goldsborough gained h is 
fam e fo r  m illio n -d o lla r fine? and 
in junc tions  aga inst the  U n ited  
M ine W orkers U n ion. The present 
in junc tion  w ill la s t t i l l  M ay 19i 
Then Goldsborough w il l  hold a 
he a ring  to  extend the in junc tion .

M eanwhile N a v y  Secretary 
Kenneth C. Royall, announced 
th a t he had no a u th o rity  to  settle  
the issues in  dispute.

The three union heads pledged 
to f ig h t  the governm ent’s e ffo r ts  
to obtain an in ju n c tio n  and fo r  
h igh e r pay and be tte r w o rk in g  
conditions.

N E A R  T H E  BOTTOM
A c tu a lly  the record o f the 

Brotherhood chiefs is a ve ry  poor 
one. T h e ir present stand o f p u tt­
ing  up some show o f f ig h t in g  fo r  
a 30% wage increase and im p rov­
ed w o rk in g  conditions stems fro m  
the enormous pressure on them  
from  an aroused rank and f ile .

For years these fa t bureaucrats 
have allowed the conditions o f 
ra ilroad  w orkers to de terio ra te . 
The ra ilroaders, s t i l l  ca lled the 
“ a ris to c ra ts ”  o f labor, are p re tty  
shabby aris tocra ts  today. 28 years 
ago they ranked second highest 
in wages. Today they are near 
(lie  bottom  o f the lis t, in  27th 
place.

T h is drop is accounted fo r  by 
the inaction o f the w e ll-p a id  o f­
fic ia ls  who ran the unions as ad- 
¡uncts to enormous insurance 
companies they had b u ilt  up. 
Union funds are used fo r  specu­
la tion  in rea l estate and o the r 
ventures. A ll the tim e  the R a il­
w ay Labor A c t, boosted and ex­
to lled by these same bureaucrats, 
enmeshed the unions in a s tra n ­
glehold o f endless nego tia tion , 
m ediation, runaround and red 
tape.

C A L L  FOR U N IT Y
In  the past few  years the ran k  

and f i le  p a r tic u la r ly  o f the E n g ­
ineers’ and F irem en ’s unions, has 
been th rea ten ing  the bureau<- 
crats, w ith  d rastic  action. In  both 
o f these organ izations —  w h ich  
are com plete ly dual in  na tu re  to  
each o ther —  the ra n k  and f i le  
forced th rough , a t th e ir  la s t con­
ventions, the se ttin g  up o f con­
so lida tion  com m ittees to u n ify  the 
tw o  organ iza tions, as a step 
tow ard  ach iev ing a more modern 
workab le setup on the  ra ilroads.

T h a t is w hy  the leaders o f the  
B LE  and B L F  &  E refused the 
p a lt ry  15 1-2 cent aw ard o f the 
P residentia l F act F in d in g  Board 
w h ich was accepted by  the o ther 
ra i l unions and are con tinu ing  to  
demand wage increases commen­
sura te w ith  the  increase in  the 
cost o f  l iv in g  and the e lim in a tio n  
o f the  present an tiquated w o rk ­
in g  ru les. W h ile  a num ber o f the 
CIO  unions are now dem anding 
and f ig h t in g  fo r  th e ir  th ird  round 
o f wage increases to  meet the 
soaring in fla tio n , the ra ilro a d  
w orkers are s t i l l  f ig h t in g  fo r  the 
second round.
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New Recruits for Norman Thomas' Campaign
By G. F. Eckstein

On May 5 a group of parsons, union bureaucrats and tra­
ditional Social Democrats issued a call to the Socialist Party to 
d ra f t  Norm an Thomas as its  candidate fo r  President. A m ong the 
names, however, as ton ish ing ly  appeared tw o  —  James T. F a rre ll, 
the  w e ll-know n novelist and H a ro ld  Isaacs, designated in the docu­
m en t as au tho r of No Peace fo r  Asia, both o f them h ith e rto  w ide ly  
know n as M arx is ts .

The document to  wh ich F a rre ll and Isaacs attached th e ir  signa-

o f it .  B u t once the w a r began, N orm an Thomas did his share fo r  
the im peria lis ts . “ I  said,”  he w ro te  in  the N . Y . T im es o f M ay 12, 
1943, ‘ ‘as I  have said m any tim es before, th a t once in the w a r, i t  
c e rta in ly  had to  be prosecuted u n t il we reached a po in t where we 
could no t s u ffe r  under an uneasy and oppressive truce d icta ted by 
the N azi and Japanese w a r lo rds.”

F irs t ,  steam up the people when the re  is no w a r, then when 
the w a r comes arid the people look to you fo r  leadership, w arn  them 
th a t you are against the w ar, b u t the  w a r nevertheless m ust be won. 

W h a t be tte r “ a n ti-w a r”  advocate could Am erican im peria lism
tu res  declared th a t the U n ited  States needs a P resident “ who stands need ? Hence the p u b lic ity  Thomas a lw ays gets in  the press,' on the 
fo r  peace,”  “ who opposes the ‘free  en te rp rise ’ slogans o f  T rum an, i rad io , everywhere. I t  isn ’t  on ly th a t, as The T im es says, he doesn’t  
T a f t  and W allace,”  “ who w i l l  b r in g  us dem ocratic social ownership I do any harm . The m ore the ca p ita lis ts  boost h is “ a n ti-w a r”  p rogram  
o f A m erica ’s m a jo r industries  to preven t a new depression.”  Needed j  and his “ socialism ,”  the easier i t  is to  prevent the revo lu tiona ry  
also is  “ a mass po litica l pa rty . . . dedicated to  a program  lik e  t h a t ; socia lists fro m  g e ttin g  a hearing. James T. F a rre ll and H aro ld  Isaacs 
o f the B r it is h  Labor P a rty .”  To rea lize th is  u rg e n t reed F a rre ll knew a ll th is  once.
and Isaacs jo in  in  ca llin g  upon the S oc ia lis t P a rty  to  “ nom inate its  In  1939 F a rre ll signed the S tatem ent to  Am erican W rite rs  and 
m ost fo rce fu l spokesman, N orm an Thomas, who has so ab ly  cham - A r t is ts  published by the League fo r  C u ltu ra l Freedom and Socialism , 
pioned the cause o f the m ost downtrodden w orkers  in A m erica, and T h is  statem ent denounced the g ro w in g  reaction  which accompanied 
fo u g h t so devotedly fo r  freedom and peace th roughou t the w o rld . . .”  j the propaganda fo r a new war. I t  denounced S ta lin ism : “ S ha ll we 
h o t b a v i i  n r  a u p y i c m  ■ a *̂an(ion the ideals o f revo lu tiona ry  socialism  because one po litica l
U E l l tA Y A L  O r M A K A ls M  . group, w h ile  c lin g in g  to its  name, has so m iserably betrayed its

The statem ent, which calls fo r  a p rogram  like  th a t o f the .princ ip les? S hall we re ve rt to a program  o f m iddle-class democracy 
tra ito ro u s  B r it is h  La bo r P a rty , is by its e lf  a be tra ya l o f M arx ism , because the K re m lin  governm ent, in  obedience to its  own in te rests—  
W h a t makes the signatures o f F a rre ll and Isaacs appended to th is  w hich are no longer the in terests o f the Soviet people o r o f the 
document so unexpected is th a t no one has ever seen any declaration pi asses anywhere— directs us to do so? On the con tra ry , we re jec t 
b y  them  re p ud ia tin g  M arx ism . W ha t makes i t  nauseating is  the ap suc|, demands,”  etc. etc.
con tem pt’ th a t F a rre ll and Isaacs show fo r  the le ft-w in g  m ovem ent F a rre ll knew  then w ha t has today become so much p la iner, th a t 
when they recommend Norm an Thomas as a f ig h te r  aga inst w ar. c a p ita lis t democracy o ffe rs  no th in g  b u t increasing reaction and w a r: 

They did not have to  w a it long to see Thomas once m ore dis- | “ Democracy under in d u s tr ia l cap ita lism  can o ffe r  no perm anent 
c re d it h im se lf. A t  the Socialist convention in  Reading ly s t 'J'®®"" : haven to  the in te llec tua l w o rke r and a rt is t.  In  its  in s ta b ility  i t  be- 
end, Thomas, as pres identia l candidate, repeated the lib e ra l rubbish | conles t)ie breeding ground o f d ic ta to rsh ip . . . In  the revo lu tiona ry  
o f  a dem ocratic federa l w o rld  governm ent th rou gh  the U n ited  I reconstruction o f society lies the hope o f the w orld . . .”
N a tions. How was th is  to  be achieved? T h is  alleged soc ia lis t p ro ­
posed g iv in g  the U n ited  N ations power to  deal w ith  aggression 
th rough  abo lition  o f the veto.

Some m isguided innocents proposed a p a c if is t p rogram  o f c iv il 
disobedience to the w a r. Th is a t least im p lied  some so rt o f opposi­
tion . They were voted down. The Socia lis t P a rty  convention asks 
the cap ita lis ts  to  abolish w a r and organize an in te rna tiona l social 
order.

Such “ socia lism ”  is pe rfe c tly  acceptable to  the cap ita lis ts . I t  
does them  no harm  and is o f w onderfu l service in reconc iling  w o rk ­
ers— who are becoming d a ily  more hostile  to  cap ita lism  and its  
w ars— to  the e x is tin g  order.

The M ay 11 N . Y . T im es gives Norm an Thomas a special edi­
to r ia l,  w h ich ends as fo llow s :

T H E  R E A L  F IG H T E R S
W h a t has N orm an Thomas in common w ith  a ll th is?  I f  he 

voiced such opinions loud ly  and c le a rly  ju s t  once, he would be driven 
ou t o f the im p e ria lis t press and rad io  and would be mentioned, i f  a t 
a ll, on ly  w ith  abuse and curses. F a rre ll n o t on ly  understood the 
Norm an Thomas type  o f  w indbag, b u t also knew, fro m  personal 
experience the d ir ty  ro le these types played, and who were the real 
figh te rs  aga inst the w a r.

In  1943, 18 leaders o f the Socia lis t W orkers  P a rty  went to  ja i l  
fo r  th e ir  re fusa l to  com prom ise on th e ir  revo lu tiona ry  opposition 
to the w ar. A t  the fa rew e ll d inner which preceded th e ir  im p rison ­
ment, F a rre ll re lated his personal experience w ith  fake  a n ti-w a r 
figh te rs  who betrayed the a n ti-w a r s trugg le  and the  revo lu tiona ry

“ I t  is good to  have M r. Thomas in the field. I t  is good to  have J asp ira tions o f the youth. He drew the line  c le a rly  between these 
a le ft-w in g  s p lin te r th a t is ac tua lly  in the Am erican tra d it io n  so fa r  and the real a n ti-w a r f ig h te rs  o f the 8W P. Said F a rre ll in  a speech 
as its  methods go. W e cannot w ish M r. Thom as success in  h is cam- \ p rin ted  in  The M il ita n t  o f Jan. 11, 1944:
pa ign, bu t we are no t so rry  th a t th is  s o rt o f cam paign is being made “ F e lix  M orrow  spoke about the tim e  when he was a young 
by  th is  s o rt o f man. I t  w on’t  do us any harm  a t a ll. ”  i socia lis t and w h a t had happened to  those who had been in the Y ipsels

T h is is  precisely w ha t the M arx is ts  have said, and have been . w ith  him . W e ll, when D anny O ’N e ill was a boy in  college— th a t is, 
abused fo r  saying, these 30 years about men lik e  Thom as; and one J when m y generation was becoming educated— the whole p repa ra tion  
o f the most im p o rta n t tasks o f the s trugg le  against w a r and fo r  I o f our generation was a p repa ra tion  to  meet the ne x t im p e r ia lis t 
socialism  is the exposure and d isc red iting  o f these scoundrels. Thom - w a r. In  those days we burned w ith  a k ind  o f fie rce  rebellion and
as is no m isguided, confused pa c ifis t. He is a s k il lfu l exp lo ite r o f 
the  socia lis t in s tinc ts  o f the workers fo r  the bene fit o f A m erican 
im peria lism .

In  the days o f peace before 1939, and even before 1941, Thomas 
and the Socia list P a rty  repeatedly procla im ed th a t the y  w ould never 
under any circum stances support a ca p ita lis t w ar. W hen w a r broke 
ou t in  Europe, Thomas, a lead ing f ig u re  in the “ Keep A m erica  O ut 
o f W a r C om m ittee,”  warned aga inst the in te rven tion  o f the U n ited  
States, governm ent and vowed th a t he, fo r  one, would have no p a rt

p o lit ic a lly  unclear resentm ent aga inst the sacrifices o f the  f i r s t  im ­
p e ria lis t w ar, and we rea lized th a t we had to  do eve ry th ing  possible 
to f ig h t  the second im p e ria lis t w ar.

“ O ut o f th a t generation the in te llec tua ls  have gone the same 
way as F e lix  M o rro w ’s Y ipsel comrades, and today those who are 
le f t  and who have been fig h tin g  th is  w a r are ve ry  few  in  th is  
country. Am ong them  are the 18 defendants in  the M inneapolis case. 
I  consider i t  an honor th a t I  have been asked to speak here to n ig h t 
and pu b lic ly  to  say fa re w e ll to  them as friends  and comrades, . .”

W ha t has changed? N o t Am erican im peria lism . I t  is more re - &  
actionary, more barbarous than ever. N o t S ta lin ism . A ll its  evil 
characteris tics have increased. N o t the S oc ia lis t W orkers  P a rty . I t  
is on ly  more determ ined than ever to  counterpose revo lu tiona ry  so­
c ia lism  to Am erican im peria lism  and S ta lin ism . N o t N orm an Thomas. 
He is more dishonest than before, and more valuable to  the c a p ita l­
ists. I t  is  F a rre ll who has changed, slipped o f f  h is M a rx is t coat 
when nobody was lo ok in g  and now appears in the “ soc ia lis t”  ta tte rs  
o f the A m erican im p e ria lis t lackey, Thomas.

H aro ld  Isaacs had an even closer connection w ith  revo lu tiona ry  
M arx ism . In  add ition  to  being the au thor o f No Peace fo r  Asia, he 
also w ro te  The T ragedy o f the Chinese R evolution. In  the la tte r  
w prk, he made a M a rx is t analysis o f the revo lu tion  in  China and 
the need fo r  a revo lu tiona ry  p a rty , a T ro ts k y is t p a rty , to lead the 
Chinese masses. Leon T ro ts k y  did th is  book the honor o f w r it in g  
an in tro du c tion  to  it .  O f Isaacs, T ro ts k y  w ro te , “ The au tho r o f th is  
book approaches the  revo lu tion  as a revo lu tion is t, and he sees no 
reason fo r  concealing i t . ”

F rom  T ro ts k y ’s s tandpo in t there could be no h igh e r praise. 
On the other hand, T ro tsky  a lw ays held up N orm an Thomas as the 
pe rfect A m erican representa tive  o f the soc ia lis t hypocrites and 
scoundrels who under the f la g  o f socialism  pe rfo rm  tasks fo r  the 
im p e ria lis t war-m ongers among workers and the you th  which the 
im p e ria lis ts  could never do in  th e ir  own name. In  T h e ir M ora ls  and 
Ours, S ta lin ism  and Bolshevism, and m any o ther w r itin g s , he exposed 
the fake m o ra lity  o f d ra w in g  room socia lists lik e  Thomas. T ro ts k y  
predicted w ith  assurance th a t Thomas would suppo rt the Second 
W orld  W ar.

A l l  these years no one ever heard fro m  F a rre ll o r Isaacs any 
opposition to these appra isals o f Thomas w hich were repeated over 
and over again in  the SW P p la tfo rm , its  press and lite ra tu re . Now 
today these two, F a rre ll in  p a rtic u la r, who gained prestige among 
le ftw a rd  m oving w orkers, come fo rew ard  a t a tim e  when the w a r 
preparations and the destruction o f c iv il libe rtie s  are reaching new 
heights, t r y in g  to  blow some li fe  in to  the “ socia lism ”  o f a discredited 
w indbag lik e  Thomas,

C L E A R  T H E  RO AD FOR W A R
W hy ? They haven’t  g o t the couragee, as yet, to come out openly 

in fa v o r o f the w a r o f T rum an , Vandenberg, T a f t  and Rankin. B u t 
they are determ ined no t to  support F a rre ll Dobbs, the pres identia l 
candidate o f the. genuine a n ti-w a r soc ia lis t p a rty . B e tte r to swallow  
Thomas than support Dobbs. Hence th e ir  s ignatures to th is  degrad­
in g  document. They are no t fo o lin g  themselves, because they know 
who Thomas is, bu t fo o lin g  w orkers  and young people, and p ro v id in g  
a cover, whereby behind the smoke-screen o f ta lk  about in te rn a tio n ­
al socialism  by abo lition  o f  the veto a t the U N , the y  can clear the 
road fo r  support o f the war. N o t on ly  are they  b e tra y in g  p rinc ip les 
which they have advocated and never repudiated. They are de liber­
a te ly  p lo tt in g  to  w in  over the  the youth and le ftw a rd  m oving w o rk­
ers, p la y in g  the same d ir ty  ro le th a t F a rre ll denounced so c learly  
s ix  years ago.

F a rre ll and Isaacs lik e  a ll the renegades o f today, b r in g  to the 
fo re  th e ir  ha tred o f S ta lin ism  and denounce its  im m o ra lity . They 
excoria te  the S ta lin is ts  fo r  th e ir  im m o ra lity  in  suppo rting  a proved 
servant o f the cap ita lis ts  lik e  W allace. In  ca lling  fo r  sup po rt of 
Thomas, they show precise ly the same type o f po litica l im m o ra lity , 
degrading th e ir  own past, using th e ir  p restige and repu ta tion  to  de­
ceive the ris in g  generation, and de libera te ly , consciously and m a li­
ciously d is tra c tin g  a tte n tio n  from  F a rre ll Dobbs and Grace Carlson, 
prospective candidates o f the S oc ia lis t W orkers P a rty , whom F a r­
re ll and Isaacs know are the on ly ones who w ill f ig h t  aga inst the 
w ar to the b it te r  end. T h is  is a method to  support the w a r w h ile  
ta lk in g  about socialism . In  the w o rld  o f today, i t  would be d iff ic u lt  
to f in d  an y th in g  more im m ora l than  tha t.

Rebels in American History-

Henry George
By George Lavon

In 18S6 Henry George, the | inequality in the distribution of 
famous author of Progress and 
Poverty, ran for mayor of New
Y o rk  C ity  as the candidate o f the 
U n ited  Labor P a rty .

The w o rk in g  people were en­
thusiastic in  support o f th is  
enemy o f the land m onopoly and 
champion o f the  poor. 30,000 
n o m i n a t i n g  s ignatures were 
qu ick ly  gathered by the unions to 
place H enry  George’s name on the  
ba llo t. Thè ca p ita lis t candidates 
— Theodore Roosevelt was one o f 
them, made the red scare th e ir  
p rinc ip a l issue. They charged 
th a t the violence o f the French 
revo lu tion  w ith  its  gu illo tin e  
would seem m ild  compared to  the 
re ign o f te rro r  th a t H enry George 
and his labor and socia lis t sup­
porters would b r i l l

The Roman C atholic Church 
came ou t in b itte r  opposition to  
labo r’s candidate. When a p ries t 
w ith  a social conscience, F a the r 
E d w a r  d M cG lynn, spoke in  
George’s favo r, he was p ro m p tly  
excommunicated.

FA C E D  A C O A L IT IO N
As election day approached the

Housing-A Capitalist Crime, 
Dobbs Tells Senate Hearing

Congress o f F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l

(Continued from  page 1)
a t least none th a t can be 'heard over the din 
th a t is made fo r  m il ita ry  p re pa ra tion  and w ar. 
These m illio ns  live  under indescribable condi­
tions, congested in overcrowded tenements, su r­
rounded by f i l th ,  ve rm in , ra ts  and disease, and 
live  in perpe tua l danger o f fire.

Those who boast o f the “ A m erican w ay o f l i fe ”  
•must have in m ind the  fine mansions and sum ptu­
ously appointed apartm en ts  on P ark  Avenue in 
New Y o rk  o r on the Gold Coast in Chicago o r 
in  D e tro it ’s Grosse Pointe where i t  is  p leasant 
to  discuss the “ housing prob lem .”  W h ile  a hand fu l 
en joy such handsome accommodations, the iron  
cu rta in  is drawn t ig h t  over the slums o f New 
Y o rk ’s H arlem  or low er E ast Side, D e tro it ’s B lack 
Bottom , P itts b u rg h ’s H ill D is tr ic t, Now  O rleans’ 
Ir is h  Channel, C inc in na ti’s Basin o r the Sausage 
Row in Columbus.

The economics tex t books in  the schools and 
colleges te ll us tha t under the system o f p riva te  
en te rp rise  cap ita l seeks places o f investm ent 
where demand is greatest. That was true  when 
cap ita lism  flourished as a progressive system in 
th is  country . But i t  is no longer true  today.

The t ru th  is th a t the b ig  c a p ita lis t in te rests—  
the  banks, insurance companies and rea l estate 
in te res ts— are de libe ra te ly  ob s tru c ting  any sub­
s ta n tia l a lle v ia tio n  o f the housing shortage. The 
present sca rc ity  is fa r  m ore p ro fita b le  to  them  
than would be the bu ild in g  o f low -cost u n its  on a 
la rge  scale. I t  is estim ated th a t a substantia l 
p ro fit  could be realized w ith  15% o f t ile  housing 
u n its  vacant. Today v ir tu a lly  every inch o f space, 
fro m  the a tt ic  to the ce lla r, is  occupied by tenants 
who are pay ing  exo rb ita n t ren ts. The cost o f 
m aintenance and upkeep fo r  these u n its  has 
never before constitu ted such a sm all percentage 
o f operating- expenses. P ro fits  fro m  rea l estate 
stand a t a record h igh.

La rge  scale new construction  a t low  renta ls  
would enter in to  com petition w ith  the present 
prope rties  held by the real- estate in te rests and 
w ou ld  tend to curb and low er these fabulous 
p ro fits . There fore , the monopoly in te rests seek 
to  sabotage, obstruct and s trang le  a genuine 
housing p rogram  —  regard less o f the g re a t 
demand.

There is fu r th e r  evidence th a t bears o u t th is  
po in t. Real estate in te rests  are no t averse to 
bu ild in g , provided the sales o r ren ta l price  is 
w e ll over a r ig id ly  established m in im um . There 
is no sca rc ity  o f h igh  ren ta l apartm ents and ex­
pensive homes. Bu ilders consider $80 a m onth 
re n ta l in  m a jo r c ities the lowest p ro fita b le  basis 
on which to base construction  figures. We have 
before us the exam ple o f construction under the 
Patm an B ill.  T h is  b i ll dipped in to  the treasu ry  
in  order to g ive 400 m illio n  do lla rs  in  bonuses 
to  m ate ria l producers w ith  the aim  o f construct­
in g  houses th a t would sell a t a  $-6,000 m axim um  
and would re n t fo r  $50 fo r  five rooms in the 
New  Y o rk  area. In  practice, however, sales prices 
ranged from  S10-18,000 in the area and ren ta ls  
were set by OP A  fo r  three rooms at 879 plus S3 
maintenance. Most o f these houses were h igh - 
priced je r ry -b u ilt  shacks b u ilt w ith  green lum ber 
and in fe r io r  construction  standards, sm all rooms 
on ve ry  sm all lo ts . Veterans and th e ir  fam ilies  
were the v ic tim s o f th is  “ free  en terprise .”

T h is  h igh -p riced  fo rm  o f housing construction 
is  com plete ly ou t o f the reach o f the vast 
m a jo r ity  o f A m erica ’s wage ea rn ing  popu lation. 
Some 18-21 m illio n  fam ilies  pay ren ta ls  o f $39 
o r less in c ities  and $29 o r less in non: fa rm  ru ra l 
Ureas. W ith  the present h igh  cost o f liv in g , even 
th is  re n t works a g re a t hardsh ip on la rge  num ­
bers. B ut the needs o f the A m erican people are 
o f l i t t le  consequence to  the g re a t m onopoly in ­

terests. B ig  Business considers the Am erican 
people no less objects fo r  e xp lo ita tion  than i t  
does Chinese coolies, E g yp tia n  cotton pickers o r 
B o liv ia n  tin  m iners. They have, in  effect, decreed j 
th a t the slums sha ll rem a in , th a t m illio ns  sha ll | 
continue to  be homeless because the p ro fit  ra te  
on low  ren ta l housing is no t h igh  enough to  r is k  | 
the investm en t o f cap ita l.

Congress o f Homebreakers
W hat has been done since the end o f the w a r?  

I t  is  no t correct to say th a t no th ing  has been | 
done. Congress has been ve ry  active in  th a t 
tim e. A c tive  in b lock ing the development o f any 
genuine housing program . A ctive  in  underm in ing  
ren t contro ls, m aking  i t  easier fo r  the real estate 
sharks and the ren t hogs to gouge the people. 
Congress has thus been serv ing  the b ig  banks 
and the rea l estate lobbies, gu a rd ing  th e ir  in ­
terests aga inst the g ro w in g  mass o f destitu te  
Am ericans. I t  has been a Congress o f Home- 
breakers.

T lipse who defend cap ita lism  charge tha t 
socialism  would break up (he fa m ily . There is no 
socialism  in  th is  country , b u t w hat has happened 
to the fa m ily  under cap ita lism ? I t  is  being 
reared today under such crowded and unhealthy 
conditions as to  s tu n t and deform  the bodies o f 
the ch ildren, to  debase a ll standards o f m o ra lity  
and decency and to breed juven ile  delinquency 
and crim e on a scale unparalle led in  Am erican 
h is to ry . The home, fo r  m illions  o f the youth 
today, has become a hated, unorganized barracks, 
producing on ly  the desire fo r  f lig h t.

The T a ft-E llen de r-W a gne r B il l,  which i f  I  am 
no t m istaken has been kicked around in  Congress 
fo r  the la s t tw o o r th ree  years, is a m ost p itiab le  
carica tu re  o f a housing program . The b ill calls 
fo r  a to ta l o f 15 m illio n  homes to  be b u ilt  in  
the next ten years. T h a t in  its e lf  would be a 
g re a t achievement even though a lm ost tw ice  th a t 
many u n its  are needed to  rescue the A m erican 
people fro m  sub-standard and slum  housing con­
ditions.

B u t the jo ke r is tha t, out o f the 15 m illio n  
projected un its, not more than a h a lf m illio n  
un its— th a t is, those to  be b u ilt  by the govern­
ment— stand a chance o f being b u ilt  in  the next 
five years. T h a t am ount won’t  even cover demands 
created by the norm al increase in  popu lation let 
alone seriously  a llev ia te  the d istress among the 
m illions doubled up w ith  re la tives and otherw ise 
homeless.

The res t o f the I 4 V2 m illio n  u n its  are m ostly  
“ castles in the a ir ”  as fa r  as the average veteran 
and w o rke r is concerned. P riva te  in d u s try  which 
is urged to  construct these un its  has no t and 
w ill no t bu ild  low-cost housing on so la rge  a 
scale. T ha t fa c t has been am p ly  dem onstrated in 
the past years. There is  even m ore d irec t evidence 
in New Y o rk  C ity  where generous g ra n ts  given 
to p riva te  bu ilders and insurance companies fo r  
slum  clearance and low-cost housing resu lted in  
a to ta l o f 12,400 new un its , in  a c ity  w h ich has 
an actua l shortage o f 264,500 un its , no t inc lud ing  
the need to replace 861,110 un its  in  condemned 
and sub-standard dw ellings.

The rea l estate in te rests w ill not bu ild  low  cost 
housing bu t they w i l l  use the provis ions o f the 
b ill to  continue th e ir  ra ids  on the pub lic  treasu ry . 
They w i l l  unquestionably accept the h a lf  b illion  
d o lla r federa l ap p ro p ria tion  to  be matched by an 
equal am ount fo r  slum  clearance by m un ic ipa lities  
in  o rder to  purchase rea l p ro p e rty  fo r  a song. 
They w i l l  undoubtedly u tiliz e  the add itiona l 
1,600,000,000 do lla rs  governm ent guarantee o f 
m ortgages to fu r th e r  fe a th e r th e ir  nests. Homes 
fo r  the rich  and w e ll-to -do  m ay be a by-p roduct 
o f th is  plan, b u t to  say th a t m illio n s  o f w o rk ing -

The Presid ium  o f the Second Congress o f the F ou rth  In te rn a tio n a l. F rom  le f t  to r ig h t :  Com­
rades Favre I ile ib tre u  (F rance ), S. Santen (H o lla n d ), P ie rre  F rank  (F rance ), Jock Haston (E n g ­
land ), Colvin R. DeSilva (C eylon), M unis (S p a in ) and the secretary.

men w il l  find livab le  dw ellings as a consequence 
o f th is  b i ll is no th in g  b u t a de libe ra te ly  sponsored 
illus ion .

Even th a t section o f housing to be sponsored 
d ire c tly  by the governm ent is not to  he b u ilt  by 
the governm ent b u t m ere ly  financed by it .  The 
bu ild ing  w il l  be fa rm ed out to p r iva te  arch itects, 
bid ou t to p r iva te  bu ilders and sub-contracted to 
p riva te  contractors. T h is  provides another op­
p o rtu n ity  fo r  the b u ild in g  m a te ria l in te rests and 
the b u ild in g  con tractors, us ing a ll the in fam ous 
methods w hich have made the b u ild in g  in d u s try  
the th ird  m ost p ro fitab le  in the country , to 
e x tra c t exo rb ita n t p ro fits  a t the governm ent’s 
expense. Added to  th is  is th a t o the r ingenious 
method o f cons truc ting  gove rnm en t-bu ilt p ro ­
jects so poorly , th a t the y  cannot enter in to  com­
pe titio n  w ith  h igher ren ta l p r iv a te ly  - owned 
dw ellings.

I t  is w o rth y  o f notice tha t w ith  P resident T ru ­
m an’s endorsement o f th is  b i l l i t  becomes a b i­
partisan measure. T h is  then is the very best tha t 
the tw o  parties pledged to uphold cap ita lism —  
and i t  m ight be added the W allace P a rty  is lik e ­
wise wedded to  th is  system — have to propose in 
the richest and most prosperous coun try  o f the 
whole w orld . O n ly 011c home where alm ost 60 are 
needed!

We are not impressed w ith  the a rgum ent tha t 
th is  p itia b le  h a lf measure is be tte r than none a t 
a ll. The so-called libe ra ls  are w o rried  th a t not 
even th is  b i l l w i l l  g e t th rou gh  Congress. W hat 
a dam ning com m entary i t  is  th a t the  on ly  p ro ­
gram  o f libe ra lism  today is the acceptance o f 
h a lf-po ve rty , half-homelessness and ha lf-s la ve ry . 
Those who lis te n  to th is  s iren ’s song w il l  
even tua lly  be faced w ith  to ta l poverty , to ta l 
homelessness and com plete slavery.

T h is  b i l l m ust be re w ritte n  fro m  beg inn ing to 
end. The governm ent m ust its e lf  bu ild  no t h a lf  a 
m illio n  homes bub a t least 29V2 m illio n . Such an 
en terprise is the very  m in im um  required fo r  the 
common decency o f the m illions  o f men and 
women who have labored to produce the g rea t 
w ealth  o f th is  country . N a tu ra lly  such a p rogram  
w il l  meet the undy ing  h o s t ility  o f the pow erfu l 
banks and tru s ts  wh ich ru le  us today. To them 
such a p ro je c t is “ pure socia lism .”

These m onopoly in te rests have reached a stage 
where they can no longer m a in ta in  a peacetime 
economy, they no longer have the desire o r in ­

centive to  produce the works o f peace. P rofits  
fo r  them today are in e x tr ic a b ly  tied up w ith  
producing ins trum en ts  o f death and the means o f 
destruction . To remove th e ir  obstruction  and 
sabotage is the re fo re  the f irs t  p re requ is ite  fo r * 
genuine housing program , fo r  the w e lfa re  and 
happiness o f the g re a t masses o f the people.

W here w ill the b illions  come fro m  to  in it ia te  
such a p rogram ? W here did they come from  
when i t  was found necessary to bu ild  tanks, 
ships, guns and planes d u rin g  the la s t w a r?  
W here did the b illio n s  come fro m  th a t were 
required to bu ild  the Satanic Oak Ridge atom  
bomb development ? W e propose as a beginn ing 
th a t the b illions  once again being used to bu ild  
the engines o f death and destruction  and to 
finance p riva te  arm ies a ll over the w o rld  be 
tra n s fe rre d  to  the housing program . We propose 
the complete reversal o f the taxa tion  program  
w ith  the aim  o f exem pting  the  poor and con­
fisca ting  the fabulous b illion s  in p ro fits  extorted 
fro m  the governm ent by the g re a t corpora tions 
d u rin g  the w a r and exto rted  fro m  the public 
th rou gh  in fla tio n a ry  prices a f te r  the w ar.

How w il l  th is  p rogram  w o rk?
F irs t, the  governm ent would invoke the r ig h t 

o f em inent domain over a ll lands and properties 
where i t  in tends to  bu ild , instead o f paying the 
k in g ’s ransom the re a lty  in te rests would demand 
fo r th e ir  p rope rty .

Second, the governm ent w i l l  insure its e lf  
against a new p ro fite e ring  ra id  on the treasu ry  
by na tiona liz ing  and opera ting  under w o rke rs ’ 
con tro l a ll the feeder industries which provide 
b u ild in g  m ateria ls , to avoid pay ing  the racketeef- 
in g  prices by which p riva te  in du s try  makes cheap 
housing impossible.

T h ird , the governm ent would set up a govern­
ment p lann ing board consisting o f the ou tstand­
in g  a rch itects and engineers and representatives 
o f the w orkers in  the bu ild ing  in d u s try  to ca rry  
th rough  the pro ject.

One o f the by-products o f such a p rogram  
would be the teaching o f sk illed  trades and the 
creation o f jobs a t decent wages fo r  m illio ns  o f 
men. I

I f  carried  to com pletion th is  p rogram  w ill help 
tu rn  Am erica  in to  the garden spot o f the w o rld —  
n o t fo r  a hand fu l o f parasites as i t  is  today—  
bu t fo r  the m illio ns  o f A m erica ’s w orkers and 
farm ers.

w ealth  is inequa lity  in the ow ner­
ship o f land.”  George proposed 
th a t the rents th a t w ent to land­
lo rds should go instead to society, 
th a t land owners should be taxed 
the fu l l  value o f th e ir  land. T h is  
was the fam ous “ s ing le  ta x .”

H is bock began lo  sell. Labor 
leaders, no tab ly  Terence Pow- 
derly , head o f the K n ig h ts  ot 
Labor, urged a ll union men to  
read Progress and Poverty . About 
three m illio n  copies have been 
sold to date, a record in th is  
country fo r  a serious book on 
economics.

K a r l M arx  and A m erican so­
c ia lis ts  were qu ick to p o in t ou t 
the inadequacies and utop ian 
nature o f George’s theories.

There was no question ing his 
a ttack  on the evils o f m odern 
society o r the need to  abolish 
poverty , h u t land m onopoly was 
on ly  one aspect o f cap ita lism . 
Even were George’s s ing le  tax  
realized i t  would no t solve the 
problem s o f the urban w orkers 
bound to  the wage system. George 
did not understand the class 
s trugg le  and expected th a t once 
a m a jo r ity  voted fo r  the sing le

propertied classes o f New Y o rk  , ta x  the ru l in g  class would peace- 
beeame panicky. The leaders o f ' fu l ly  subm it. H is the o ry  ulso le f t  
the Republican “ ‘clean govern- | poor fa rm ers  out o f consideration 
m ent”  forces passed the word to  j by lu m p in g  them  w ith  rea l estate 
fo rg e t about th e ir  candidate, monopolies and ra ilroads. 
Theodore Roosevelt, and vote fo r  
the Tam m any man. George had * ROOF Oh T IM E  
to be stopped a t a ll cost. P ut H enry  George regarded his

Thus the U n ited Labor P a r ty ’s ] so lu tion us a panacea, whereas 
candidate faced a coa lition  o f he tho ugh t M arx ism  unscientific  
Democrats and Republicans. Even and superfic ia l. The p ro o f o f tim e, 
so he won at the polls. Tam m any, however, has shown the w oefu l 
however, took care o f t h i» 'b y  in a d e q u a cy  and e rro r o f the 
dum ping thousands o f George Single Tax. Today George’s 
ba llo ts in to  the East Ri.ver. The theories p lay  no p a r t in  the
Tam m any— Republican candidate, 
H e w itt, was pronounced the 
w inner. The “ o ff ic ia l”  count was 
George— 68.000; H e w itt, 90,000.

H enry  George was born in 
Philadelph ia  in  1839 o f a la rge 
and im poverished fa m ily . A t  the 
age o f 16 he w en t to sea as a 
fo rem ast boy. L a te r he worked in  
a p r in t in g  shop fo r  tw o  do lla rs  a 
week. I 11 1858 he w ent to  C a li­
fo rn ia  where he worked as a 
p r in te r. H unger pursued him , 
especially a fte r  he m arried  and 
began to  raise a fa m ily . He re ­
called those te rr ib le  days o f un­
em ploym ent in  la te r years, w r i t ­
ing, “ 1 came near s ta rv in g  and at 
one tim e  I  was so close to i t  th a t 
I th in k  I should have done so bu t 
fo r  the jo b  o f p r in t in g  a few  
cards which enabled us to buy a 
l i t t le  corn meal. In  th is  darkest

s trugg les o f the masses fo r  
progress and against pove rty . In  
con trast, Socialism  is the  p ro ­
gram  o f the masses in  th e ir  
s trugg le  fo r  libe ra tion .

H e n ry  George died in 1897 in 
the m idst o f another cam paign 
fo r  m ayor o f New Y o rk  C ity . The 
whole nation was shocked. George 
had become one o f the m ost 
fam ous Am ericans o f the period. 
M ore than 100,000 m ourners filed 
past h is coffin  w h ile  as m any 
more were unable to en te r the 
bu ild ing . A  trem endous th ro n g  
o f w o rk in g  men and women fo l­
lowed his fun e ra l procession fro m  
M anhattan to the cem etery in 
B rook lyn . No o ther man before 
had ever received such a tr ib u te  
fro m  the w o rk in g  people o f New 
York.

H enry George’s im portance was
tim e  in  my life  m y second ch ild  I no* so uiuch as a theore tic ian  as 
was bo rn .”' j a champion o f the oppressed. He

H enry George determ ined to  | became a sym bol o f the s tru g g le  
find ou t w hy  poverty  existed in i w ipe out poverty and want, 
modern society. F rom  his th in k - ^ ,0( ° " ly  did he champion the 
in g  and reading he came to i cause o f the P°o r but' pointed the 
the conclusion th a t the p riva te  ! finse r o f accusation at the ow ning 
m onoply o f land was at the root c,ass as lhe  cause o f poverty . F o r

. 1 . ■ ,  t U t i l  ,  I  L  t .  . 1 4 ■ n a , !  aa
o f the c o u n try ’s - ills .

ROBBER BARO NS
In  th is  period the robber barons 

o f Am erican cap ita lism  were 
am assing unbelievable fo rtunes  
by p lundering  the  pub lic  lands—  | 
the vast unsettled te r r ito ry  o f the 
West. In  C a lifo rn ia , 16,387,000 . 
acres o r 16% o f the state was 
turned over to the ra ilroa d  com­
panies. Lum ber in te rests would 
ge t homesteads fo r  each o f th e ir  
employes. B u t the land was kept 
by the companies.

George’s so lu tion to the problem 
was contained in his book,' 
Progress and P overty, w h ich ap­
peared a fte r  the g rea t depression 
and s tr ik e  wave o f 1877. A s he 
stated it ,  “ The g re a t cause o f the

th is  the s t i l l  y o u th fu l Am erican 
w o rk ing  class took him  to its  
heart.

DETROIT
G A L A  E L E C T IO N  B A N Q U E T

Speakers:

H ow ard Le rne r, SW P candi­
date fo r  G overnor o f M ich. 
Genora D o llinge r, SW P candi­
date fo r  U . S. Senate 

D inne r— E n te rta inm e n t 

Sunday, M ay 23 - - - 3 p. m. 

6108 L inwood Avenue

THE M I L I  TA N T
Combination Subs 
Available Again

Now th a t the $2.50 special 
com bination subscrip tion  ra te  to  
The M il ita n t  and F ourth  In te rn a ­
tiona l is re -insta ted , sub-getters 
have a special op p o rtu n ity  to in ­
te res t M ilita n t readers in  the 
m on th ly  theo re tica l magazine o f 
Am erican T ro tsky ism . Subscrib­
ers can save 50c by ta k in g  F ourth  
In te rn a tio n a l fo r  a yea r in  com­
b ina tion  w ith  The M il ita n t .  The 
re g u la r ra te  fo r  the m agazine is 
82 a year, 12 issues.

* * *
P h ilade lph ia  branch sold s ix  

subs a t its  M ay D ay social- and 
m eeting. One was a com bination 
fo r  a year. L ite ra tu re  A gen t 
George emphasized th a t the best 
w ay to keep com bination subs up 
to date is to  ask M il ita n t  sub­
scribers to  renew fo r  the  F ourth  
in te rn a tio n a l a t the same tim e, 
even i f  th e ir  F I  subs have not 
qu ite  exp ired. T h e ir  subs w il l  be 
extended fo r  the fu l l  am ount paid 
fo r.

*  *  -T

Seattle comrades sold 30 M il i­
tan ts  and 10 pam phlets, “ O nly 
\  ic to rious S oc ia lis t Revolutions 
Can P revent the T h ird  W orld

W a r,”  to  persons a ttend ing  a 
sm all W allace m eeting. A  few' 
nays la te r The M ilita n t received 
fro m  a v illag e  about 60 m iles 
from  Seattle an anonymous dona­
tio n  o f $1 “ to help d e fra y  ex­
penses in  the f ig h t  against T ru ­
man and his fasc is ts  and the 
fascism o f the GOP and its  brand 
o f s lavery .”

* ❖  ❖
Boston sent in  nine subs, one 

o f which was obtained a t the 
branch ’s pub lic  m eeting when 
Charles Carsten o f New Y o rk  
spoke on the M iddle East,

* $ *
Sherman News Agency, F a ye t­

te and C a lve rt Sts., B a ltim ore , 
has been added to  the lis t  o f 
liewstands c a rry in g  The M il ita n t  
and F ourth  In te rn a tio n a l re g u la r­
ly-

Several copies o f The M ilita n t 
Chorus record ing o f revo lu tiona ry  
songs are s t i l l  ava ilab le  a t $5 
each. The 12-inch unbreakable 
disc contains tw o  songs on each 
side, “ Co F o rw a rd ”  (M a y  Day 
Song), “ The T a rr ie r  S o n g ” , 
“ W h ir lw in d s  o f D anger”  and 
“ The Locom otive.”  The la tte r  
was w r it te n  especia lly fo r  The 
M il ita n t  Chorus by M a rk  Burns 
o f N ew ark.
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Subscrip tions: $1 per ye a r; 
60c fo r  6 months. F o re ign : 
$2 per p e a r; $1 fo r 6 months.

“ E n te red  as second class 
m a tte r M a r. 7, 1944 a t  the  
Post O ffice  a t New Y o rk , 
N . Y ., under the  ac t o f M a r. 
3, 1879.”

t h e  M ILITA N T
Published W eekly in  the In te rests  o f the W o rk in g  People

THE MILITANT PUBLISHING ASSOCIATION
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F A R R E L L  DOBBS. E d ito r

Bundle Orders (5 or more 
cop ies): 3c each in  U .S ., 4c 
each in  fo re ign  countries.

Signed a rtic le s  by c o n trib u ­
to rs  do not necessarily rep­
resent The M ili ta u t ’ 8 policies. 
These nre expressed in  its  
ed ito ria ls .
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TROTSKY

“ T w en ty -five  years in the scales o f h is to ry , when i t  is  a 
question o f profoundest changes in  economic and c u ltu ra l sys­
tems, weigh less than an hour in  the li fe  o f man. W ha t good 
is  the ind iv idua l who, because o f em p irica l fa ilu re s  in  ths  
course o f an hour o r a day, renounces a goal th a t he s e t . fo r  
h im se lf on the basis o f the experience and ana lys is  o f his 
en tire  previous life tim e ?  In  the years o f da rkest Russian re ­
action (1907 to 1917) we took as our s ta r t in g  po in t those 
revo lu tiona ry  poss ib ilities  which were revealed by the Russian 
p ro le ta r ia t in  1905. In  the years o f w o rld  reaction we m ust 
proceed from  those poss ib ilities  which the Russian p ro le ta r ia t 
revealed in 1917. The F ourth  In te rn a tio n a l d id  no t by accident 
call it s e l f  the w orld  p a rty  o f the socia list revo lu tion . O ur road 
is not to be changed.”

— Leon T ro tsky , In  Defense o f M arx ism , P. 15.
LE N IN

G re e k  M assacre
A ll Greece is red today — red with the 

river of blood coursing through that unhap­
py little  country as its fascistic government 
carries through a campaign of mass murder 
of its political opponents.

On May 4 the Greek government slaught­
ered 152 men and women. On May 5 the toll 
was 21. On May 6 firing  squads shot 44. 
On May 7 another 18 were executed.
■ This was neither the beginning nor the end. 
Over 1,300 had been murdered prior to May 
.4. An additional 2,900 people are under 
sentence of death, and every week hundreds 
more are being rounded up and thrown into 
prisons and concentration camps where they 
face the same fate. More than 18.000 arc 
already behind bars or barbed wire.

The latest spurt in blood-letting —  so 
shocking that the British government asked 
for an explanation and the Danish M inistry 
lodged a protest — was in the nature of re­
prisals by the government for the assassina­
tion two weeks ago of one of the Greek 
ministers. The 240 demonstratively slaught­
ered could not possibly have had anything to 
do with that assassination because they had 
been in prison for over three years.

The system of hostages and reprisals, when

practiced by the Nazis, was universally con­
demned during the war, and we were treated 
to a lot of promises about how W orld War 
11 was being fought in order to put an end 
to such atrocities. Yet the U.S. State Depart­
ment refused to utter even one syllable in 
criticism of the Greek reign of terror.

And no wonder. For while the command 
to fire at the hostages was voiced by Greeks, 
the order to give the command was made by 
the U. S. M ilita ry  Mission— the real ruler 
of Greece today. I f  the Greek regime stinks 
in the nostrils of honest people, the source 
of the putrefaction can be traced to the office 
of the brass hats running the U. S. State 
Department.

These grisly crimes, committed in the name 
of a struggle against totalitarianism, are the 
tip -o ff on the nature of both the last war and 
the next one. Paid fdr with money extorted 
as taxes from the American working people, 
these fascistic crimes inside the small coun­
try  of Greece are a preview of the regime 
w'hich American imperialism w ill try  to im ­
pose on the whole world through the wrar 
that is now being prepared. The Greek blood 
bath is a warning that the American workers 
can ignore only at their mortal peril.

T h e  E isenhow er Fiasco
It is commonly recognized that the Amer­

ican ruling class is growing more cocky and 
arrogant in its treatment of the labor move­
ment. You don’t have to search far to discover 
that one of the main reasons is the political 
bankruptcy of the trade union leaders, w'hich 
becomes more glaringly evident with every 
passing day. It is only natural*that the capi­
talists, observing these stumble-bum antics, 
should conclude that they can get away with 
almost anything.

To begin with, the main plank in the CIO 
political policy is a.negative one—the work­
ers are told above everything else not to vote 
for anyone who is not a candidate of the 
Democratic or Republican Party. Once that 
point is made, however, the politcal line of 
the CIO leaders' begins to get vague and 
shadowy— so much so that few people, includ­
ing the CIO leaders themselves, can explain 
exactly what it is. They tell the workers to 
contribute money to the PAC, but they can't 
explain how the money is to be used. They 
urge the workers to register so they can vole 
in November, but they can’t answer any ques­
tions about whom the workers should vote 
for.

Did you ever see a chicken dashing w ild ly  
around a barnyard after its head had been 
chopped off? The CIO leaders still have their 
head on their shoulders but in other respects 
their political behavior resembles that of the 
aforesaid chicken.

A t the CIO aonvention last November they 
made preparations to hitch onto the Truman 
wagon, but when they saw that wagon bogged

F a ilu re  a t Bogota
The recently concluded Rogota conference, 

far from being the “ magnificent success”  de­
scribed by W illiam  D. Pawley, former am­
bassador to Brazil, is recognized by practically 
every economic and political analyst as a dis­
mal failure. The stormy intervention of the 
Colombian masses was of course a body blow 
to the prestige o f U.S. imperialism as well as 
to the South American rulers. But aside from 
this, the conference was equally disappointing 
to the Latin American governments, who fa il­
ed to obtain “ Marshall Plan aid”  from Uncle 
Sam, and to Washington, which failed to ex­
tend its stranglehold over South American 
economy.

American imperialism hoped to break down 
some of the ta r iff barriers set up by the Latin 
American countries to protect their infant in­
dustries against W all Street competition. 
Washington was not only unsuccessful in this 
but signs are increasing that many of these 
countries plan to set up regional customs 
unions to give special trade privileges to their 
members and deny them to the U.S. Thus 
Venezuela, Panama, Colombia and Ecuador 
have projected such a union. Argentina in­
tends to set up a sim ilar group to include 
Chile, Paraguay, Bolivia and perhaps also 
Uruguay and Peru.

Washington also wanted to change the laws 
of the Latin American nations w ith reference 
to labor, taxes and expropriations to protect

M a rsh a ll, C h u rc h ill D e c la ra tion s  
P ro m o te  S tra tegy o f  W este rn  B loc

down in the mire of popular discontent they 
veered sharply. The denounced the Wallace 
candidacy until they were blue in the face, 
but that got them exactly nowhere. They 
then headed in Eisenhower's direction, hoping 
thus to get a Democratic nominee less dis­
credited than Truman. Now that Truman 
seems bent on the nomination; they irave iost 
most of their enthusiasm for Eisenhower and 
are back where they started six months ago, 
with nothing achieved and much valuable 
time lost.

The question of independent labor political 
action is not just another important problem 
facing the unions. It is the issue of issues— 
a life and death question for the American 
working people. The grotesque and cowardly 
performance of the union leaders—in the face 
of the dis integration of the Democratic Par­
ty— is proof enough that the top stratum of 
the CIO is completely played out, that it 
cannot be depended upon to give the lead in 
solving the crucial problem that needs to be 
solved i f  the American workers are to save 
themselves from dictatorship and coolie l iv ­
ing standards.

It was necessary to thrust aside the old 
crew of AFL bureaucrats and build up a new 
generation of leaders to organize America’s 
mass production industries. In the same way, 
the clique of played-out CIO bureaucrats w ill 
now have to be shoved aside and a new gen­
eration of union m ilitants raised up to lead 
labor to a break with the two-party system 
and onto the open highroad of independent 
labor politics.

ihe private investments of the American bank­
ers. However, only half of the South Amer­
ican countries agreed to go along with the 
onerous conditions which Washington ra il­
roaded through the conference by a 10-to-9 
vote.

Perhaps the most humiliating aspect for 
Washington was its forced acceptance of 
Article 16 of the Charter, clearly directed 
against American imperialism. It reads: “ No 
state may use or encourage the use o f enforce­
ment measures of an economic or political 
character in order to force the sovereign w ill 
of another state and obtain from it  advantage 
of any kind.”  Of course, hardly had the con­
ference concluded its sessions than Washing­
ton proceeded to violate this clause by an­
nouncing that it intended to apply economic 
pressure upon individual states in order to 
gain what it failed to achieve in Bogota.

American imperialism is finding the going 
a hundred times tougher in the Twentieth 
Century than Britain did in the Nineteenth. 
The colonial and semi-colonial countries are 
resisting the imperialists. And even where 
the native rulers are bribed into accepting 
Washington’s terms, the South American 
masses are asserting themselves on a con­
stantly growing scale, and w ill, as time goes 
on, nu llify  all the best laid plans of the W all 
Street exploiters.

By John G. W righ t
Two important moves were 

made on the chessboard of for­
eign diplomacy during the first 
week o f M ay. One, by the State 
D epartm ent in W ash ing ton; the 
o the r by W inston C hurch ill a t the 
Iiag ue  in the Netherlands.

In  W ashington on M ay 5, Sec­
re ta ry  o f S tate M arsha ll a n d I 
W arren  R. A us tin , U.S. repre­
sentative to the U n ited  Nations, 
appeared before the House F o r­
eign A f fa ir s  Com m ittee to  stym ie 
Congressional plans fo r  a re v i­
sion o f the U N  C harte r w h ich 
would, in  e ffec t, expel Moscow 
fro m  the U N . M arsha ll, echoed by 
A us tin , v igo rous ly  opposed the 
contem plated “ rev is ions”  and in ­
s is tin g  On le tt in g  th in gs  res t as 
they are, so fa r  as the U N  is 
concerned.

A t  the Hague, on M ay 7, C hur­
c h ill addressed (he “ f ir s t  Con­
gress o f Europe”  and called fo r 
the im m ediate se ttin g  up o f a 
European Assem bly as the in it ia l 
step toward the u ltim a te  consti­
tu tio n  o f the “ U n ited  States of 
Europe.”  Gathered were rep re ­
sentatives o f 22 countries, none 
o f them governm ent o ff ic ia ls , bu t 
many fo rm e r d ign ita ries , inc lud ­
in g  exiles from  Yugoslavia , Cze­
choslovakia, Rum ania and F in - ' 
land.

A u th o r ita t iv e  A m erican news­
papers, lik e  the  N .Y . Times, 
h ith e rto  cold to C h u rc h ill’s post­
w a r cam paign fo r  a “ u n if ie d ”

Europe, greeted h is e ffo rts , th is  
tim e, w ith  unconcealed enthus­
iasm. C h u rch ill’s pronouncements 
likew ise had the ta c it  approval o f 
the U.S. S tate Departm ent, as 
C hurch ill h im se lf im p lied in his 
speech.

These tw o  moves in  W ash ing­
ton and a t the Hague, ou tw ard ly  
unrelated, are ac tu a lly  in tim a te ly  
connected. Palmed o f f  as m easur­
es designed to “ guarantee peace,”  
they are in  re a lity  designed to 
set the stage fo r  the next w o rld  
war.

Both M arsha ll and A us tin  made 
ir  am p ly  c lear th a t th e ir  objec­
tions to  the break ing  up o f the 
U N  were based pure ly  on consid­
erations o f expediency. Such a 
breakup would be prem ature a t 
th is  stage. M arsha ll cand id ly  ad­
m itted  th a t there was “ very 
g re a t fe a r”  abroad th a t the U.S. 
would act to break up the UiN 
o rgan iza tion . L e ft w ith  the choice 
today o f jo in in g  e ith e r o f the 
tw o “ r iv a l m il ita ry  a lliances,”  
m any o f the European countries, 
especially the weaker ones, would 
be driven  to  a “ desperate neu­
t r a l i t y ”  —  to the advantage o f 
the Soviet Union* said M arsha ll.

The p rim a ry  consideration, 
fro m  W ashing ton ’s standpo in t, 
M arsha ll explained, is the need to 
a lte r  the e x is tin g  m il ita ry  re la ­
tion  o f forces. Russia today dom ­
inates the European and A s ia tic  
continents as the greatest m ilit-1  
a ry  land power in the w orld , w ith  
Russian troops standing poised

in  the ve ry  m iddle o f Europe and 
on the fro n tie rs  o f I ta ly .  Th is 
m il ita ry  position o f Russia has 
not been altered by the U.S. po l­
icy o f bo ls te ring  regim es on the 
Soviet periphery (Greece, T u r­
key, Ira n , China).

T h is  has necessitated a d if fe r ­
ent o rien ta tion , long advocated by 
such outspoken c r it ic s  o f the T ru ­
man D octrine  as W a lte r L ipp - 
inann. He has been dem anding a 
concentration not on the weak 
and "u n re lia b le ”  Soviet border­
lands but on W estern Europe.

Instead o f concen tra ting  the 
“ cold w a r”  in the borderlands o f 
t!ie  Soviet Union, i t  should be 
concentrated among W a ll S tree t’s 
“ na tu ra l a llie s ”  in W estern E u ­
rope. T h a t is the m ain thesis o f 
L ippm ann 's s tra teg y  as outlined 
in his book The Cold W ar, A 
Study in U.S. Fore ign Policy. 
(H a rp e r &  Bros.).

T h is  s tra teg y  has obviously 
been adopted by the lead ing c ir ­
cles o f the Am erican cap ita lis ts ! 
and w arm akers, since the p ro ­
m u lga tion  o f the M arsha ll Plan. 
I t  is in the lig h t  o f th is  reo rien ta ­
tion  o f W a ll S tree t’s fo re ign  po l­
icy th a t we can best understand 
a ll the recent moves, in p a rtic u la r 
M a rsh a ll’s in te rven tion  in Con­
gress and C h u rch ill’s maneuvers 
at the Hague.

In  his s ta tem ent to  the House 
Fore ign A f fa ir s  Com m ittee, M a r­
shall, in  e ffec t, pleaded fo r  tim e  
u n t il the so-called European “ a id ”  
program  gets under w ay and helps

W ashington “ redress”  the e x is t­
in g  m il ita ry  “ d iseq u ilib rium ”  on 
the European continent. A us tin  
added tha t “ we should s tre n g th e n , 
the m il ita ry  posture o f o u r  
friends .”

Com m enting on the testim ony 
o f M arsha ll and A ustin , the i 
T im es’ ed itors, on M ay 6, ham ­
mer home the fact tha t the U N ] 
provides an indispensable pac ifis t 
cloak fo r the prom otion o f W ash­
in g ton ’s fo re ign  po licy ; and tha t 
the im m ediate aim  is “ to restore 
an in te rna tiona l equ ilib rium , or 
balance o f power,”  or, in p la in  
language, to secure the most fav -| 
crab le re la tion  o f forces in E u ­
rope fo r  the unleashing o f W orld  
W ar I I I .

On the o ther hand, C h u rc h ill’s] 
maneuvers fo r  “ u n ify in g ”  Europe 
supply the d ip lom atic  and p o lit ­
ica l cover fo r  p re pa ring  W estern 
Europe as a d r illg ro u n d  fo r  W a ll 
S tree t’s assault on the Soviet 
Union. T ha t is w hy the T im es’ 
ed itors endorse “ th is  un de rtak ing ”  
an d .cyn ica lly  declare th a t i t  “ de­
serves the support o f our own 
people and ou r governm ent, and, 
in fa c t, cannot succeed w ith o u t 
such support.”

Thus W ash ing ton ’s m ain e f­
fo r ts  w ill henceforth be directed 
not so much lo  bo ls ter border- 
countries on the Soviet periphery 
as to achieve a “ se ttlem ent”  in i 
Europe. T h is  po licy envisages the] 
greatest m ilita ry  s treng then ing  o f j 
W estern European countries w ith -] 
in  the shortest possible tim e

through the medium o f “ a id ”  plus 
a m odified “ lend-lease.”  In  the 
meanwhile, Ihe organ iza tion  o f 
the U N  is (o be preserved as a 
m ob ilize r and m anufactu re r o f 
favorab le  “ public op in ion.”

A r th u r  J. Goldberg, who re ­
places Lee Pressman as CIO 
general counsel. The s h if t  sym ­
bolizes the iso la tion  o f the S ta l­
in is t  forces in  the CIO.

Federated P ictures

Fabrication of a Trotsky 'Testament’
We are p r in t in g  the answer o f j t in u a tio n  o f a long chain o f fo r-  

N a ta lia  T ro tsky , w idow  o f the geries exposed by the Dewey 
famed revo lu tiona ry  leader, to  the commission in  1937. 
la te s t S ta lin is t fo rg e ry  p rin ted  i The o rig in  o f the document is 
in  the french newspaper France ! ju s t as m y th ica l as the document 
Dimanche, and answered by The | its e lf. A ccord ing to France 
M il ita n t  o f A p r i l 5. N a ta lia  
T ro tsky  has fu rth e rm o re  in ­
s titu te d  s u it fo r  libe l against 
France Dimanche.

*  «i *

By Natalia Sedova-Trotsky
The French weekly, France 

Dimanche, presented to its read­
ers on March 21 of this year 
a testam ent supposedly drawn up 
by T ro ts k y  pn M ay 20, 1940. Th is 
jW r t i ta l  "W ill ‘ attVttrutes -tO T fo t-“ 
sky a change o f he a rt rega rd ing  
the socia lis t revo lu tion  and bis 
fa ith  in  the w o rk in g  class. The 
ed itors o f the paper hasten to 
a ttes t to th e ir  complete ob ject­
iv i ty  in  pu b lish ing  th is  “ sensa­
tio n a l docum ent.”  They did not 
bother, however, to  question me 
on the subject. They found i t  
more ob jective to  re fe r to th e ir  
in te rv ie w  o f Dec. 8, 1946 w ith  the 
a s s a s s i n  “ Jacson - M ornard ,”  
whom they designate, repeating 
the lie  o f the G PU, as a co l­
la bo ra to r o f T ro ts k y ’s. This, fa c t 
alone suffices to  brand them as 
paid h ire lin g s  o f the S ta lin  ap­
paratus. The unscrupulous gangst­
ers o f the pen c ite  the gangste r 
o f the p ick-axe and the kn ife .

The so-called “ M o rn a rd ”  in ­
te rv iew  supplemented by  his 
“ confessions”  concern ing the  
crim e com m itted by h im  e igh t 
years p rev iously , gives a new 
version o f the m urder. The “ sen­
sationa l docum ent”  is  b u t a con-

N A T A L IA  T R O TS K Y

Dimanche, the testam ent was 
draw n up in  Ju ly  1940, and th a t 
same month a Soviet agent suc­
ceeded in  p rocuring  a copy and 
sending i t  to  Moscow. W hat 
speed in  so delicate a m a tte r! 
A second copy came in to  pos­
session o f the France D imanche 
ed itors a short tim e back, 
presum ably th rough  the recently 
deceased V ic to r Serge (K ib a l­
ch ich).

In  th is  case the GPU m anifested 
an incred ib le sluggishness. I t  
provided its e lf  w ith  a copy so 
as to con firm  the re w ith  in  case 
o f need the existence o f the 
F r a n c e  D imanche document. 
Thus, e igh t years o f s ig n if ic a n t

silence were broken in the venal 
press. The S ta lin is t apparatus 
m anufactures no t on ly  the docu­
ment, b u t the  p rope r occasion 
fo r  its  reve la tion.

The Soviet agent presum ably 
procured a copy a t the end o f 
J u ly  fro m  a “ close fr ie n d ”  o f 
T ro ts k y ’s. France Dimanche niis- 
take p ly  places the date o f the 
assassination on J u ly  20, 1940, 
so th a t the document, according 
to th e ir  calendar, was stolen soon 
a fte r  the assassination. But 
T ro tsky  was m urdered a fu l l  
m onth la te r. I t  m ust now be ex­
plained how the theN  w en t un­
noticed d u rin g  an en tire  m onth. 

-N e ithe r I, no r any o f the friends 
and co-workers o f T ro ts k y  ever 
saw o r heard o f such a testam ent.

But three copies somehow came 
in to  the possession o f the w r ite r  
V ic to r Serge. How? V ic to r Serge 
le ft  P aris  a t the  end o f M ay 
1940, before the Germans entered 
Paris, and fo r  m onths moved 
about the south o f France, w ith ­
out a perm anent dom icile. Serge 
h im se lf em igrated to Mexico 
on ly  in September o f 1941, 13 
m onths a fte r  the death o f T ro t­
sky. But the m aster fo rge rs  care 
nought fo r  accuracy! Log ic is  
fo re ign  to them ; they fo llow  
unsw erv ing ly  H it le r ’s m ax im : 
“ The b igger the lie. the readier 
w i l l  i t  be believed.”

M oreover, T ro ts k y  had broken 
p o lit ic a lly  w ith  Serge back in 
1937 and critic ized  him  sha rp ly  
in m any o f his artic les . Serge, 
who had g re a t respect fo r  T ro t­
sky, moved away from  revo lu ­
tio n a ry  M arx ism , i f  he was ever 
a genuine revo lu tiona ry  M a rx is t.

Open Letter 
To CP Members
E d ito r:

I am w r it in g  th is  in the fo rm  
o f an Open L e tte r to  the members 
and sym path izers -o f the Com­
m un is t P a rty , and p a r tic u la r ly  
to those in the CP who s t i l l  con­
sider themselves revo lu tiona ry  
M arx is ts .

1. How does W allaceism  d iffe r 
from  B row derism  ?

2. Is  W allace ’s program  o f sup­
p o rt to  “ progressive cap ita lism ”  
any d iffe re n t than B row de r’s?

3. How  can you support a man 
like  W allace whose whole p ro ­
g ram — and th is  he en thus iastic ­
a lly  ite ra tes and re ite ra tes  —  is 
dedicated to saving and perpe­
tu a tin g  Am erican cap ita lism ?

4. Doesn’t  W allace expose h im ­
self as the w o rs t type  o f fra u d  
and m isleader when he declares—  
in advance— th a t h is ostensible 
po litica l opposition to the present 
w a r d rive  would come to an end 
the day w a r breaks out?

5. How can you r p a r ty  se ri­
ously characterize W allace as a 
fo r th r ig h t  opponent o f w a r 
aga inst the Soviet Un ion when 
W allace prom ises —  also in  ad­
vance— to w ith d ra w  as a candi­
date in  the event w a r breaks 
out?

6. W here in lies the alleged “ in ­
dependence”  o f W allace’s “ th ird  
p a r ty ”  when he declares: “ O r­
d in a r ily  the re  w on ’t  be any th ird - 
p a r ty  congressional candidates. 
I f  the re ’s a good man ru n n in g  on

one o f the tw o m a jo r parties, 
we’ll endorse h im .”  Do you be­
lieve in  the “ good m an”  theory?

7. Hasn’t  the p o licy  o f “ Popular 
F ro n t”  coa litions w ith  “ lib e ra l”  
segments o f the bourgeoisie 
proven a m iserable fa ilu re  in  
Spain, France, I ta ly ,  Greece, 
B raz il, Chile, China, Ind ia  ? A re n ’t  
these ex-“ lib e ra l a llie s ”  the ones 
who are sup po rting  and defend­
in g  the “ M a rtia l P lan”  m ost 
s trong ly?  Is n ’t  W allace p rom is­
ing to sell you out a t the  f irs t  
op p o rtu n ity  when he pledges to 
make h is  p o lit ic a l peace w ith  
Am erican im peria lism  a t a tim e 
when po litica l opposition to  the 
w a r becomes more im pera tive  
than ever, th a t is, once the blood­
bath begins?

8. W hat force do you th in k  can 
stop w a r: a solid phalanx o f 
m ilita n t, un ited, p o lit ic a lly -o r­
ganized w orkers, o r H e n ry  W a l­
lace in undisputed con tro l over a 
hodge-podge o f pac ifis tic  m in is t­
ers, college professors, students, 
lawyers, sm a ll-tim e  cap ita lis ts  a 
la M rs. G im bel, and some labo r 
elements, w h ich have been re ­
legated to a “ th ird -c lass c itizen ­
sh ip ”  sta tus in the W allace move­
ment, w ith  no rank-and -file  con­
tro l over, o r v ita l ro le  in , the 
leadership o f the m ovem ent ? Is n ’t  
W allace seducing the Negro peo­
ple when he caters to th e ir  votes 
and prom ises to g ive up the f ig h t 
aga inst the w a r once the w a r 
begins? H aven’t  the N egro peo­
ple m et such “ f a i r  - w eather 
fr ie n d s ”  before?

9. F in a lly —isn ’t  i t  h igh  tim e  
fo r  you to take stock o f you r 
position, to open up y o u r eyes 
and see where Foster, Thompson 
and Co. have been m islead ing you, 
and to consider seriously  the 
program  o f au then tic  revo lu ­
tio n a ry  M arx ism  as represented 
by the Socia lis t W orkers  P a rty ?

A  fe llow  w orker 
Chicago, III.

W hat need would Serge have had 
fo r  concealing the existence o f so 
im p o rta n t a document, especially 
since i t  was seem ingly intended 
as an “ open declaraton to  the  
w o rld ’s w o rkers  ?”  T rue to  the 
GPU fo rm  set in  the Moscow 
T ria ls , eve ry th in g  hinges on a 
w itness who can never be called 
io  te s tify . V ic to r Serge is dead.

W hat aim  does the GPU pursue 
in fa b ric a tin g  th is  testam ent o f 
T ro tsky?  One does not have fa r  
to sbek. E ffo rts  along such lines 
were not on ly  to he expected; 
they were ac tu a lly  predicted a t 
the tim e  o f the  N urem berg t r ia l  
o f the Nazi a rch -crim ina ls . The 
S ta lin is t prosecutor present a t 
the t r ia l did not dare to  accept 
the challenge o f num erous p e ti­
tions sent to  the p res id ing  judge, 
requesting th a t questions be p u t 
to Hess and the others to  test 
the accuracy o f tes tim ony o f the 
Moscow T r ia ls  concern ing the 
alleged tie -u p  between T ro tsky  
and the Nazis. The resounding 
silence, the u t te r  fa ilu re  to  
produce one sing le  document th a t 
could even rem o te ly  bo ls ter up 
the GPU fram e-ups made i t  a 
foregone conclusion th a t new lies 
would be concocted, no t in  the 
lig h t  o f day, bu t under c ircum ­
stances more favo rab le  fo r  S ta lin ­
is t fraud .

I t  is evident tha t a new cam ­
paign o f slander and calum ny 
is being set in  m otion, first, o f a ll 
in  France. F rance is today the 
c r it ic a l tes tin g  ground fo r  the 
p ro le ta ria t. I t  is no accident th a t 
along w ith  the fo rg e ry  o f a w ill,  
the re  is appearing in  French the 
GPU book o f the S ta lin is t hench­
men, K ahn and Sayers, The G reat 
Conspiracy. The fake testam ent 
and the book o f fraud s  are in ­
tended to d ive rt a tten tion  fro m  
the rea l testam ent o f T ro tsky . 
E ve ry th in g  th a t he ever w ro te  
is open to the w o rk in g  class o f 
the en tire  w orld , fo r  whom i t  was 
intended. When the murdere*-'» 
p ick-axe entered the b ra in  o f 
T ro tsky , his l i fe  blood spattered 
over his las t w ork, i t  was the

m anuscrip t on S ta lin . T h is  w o rk  
is about to  appear in France. The 
S ta lin is ts  have every reason to 
fe a r the influence o f th is  w o rk  
upon w orkers  and pub lic  op in ion. 
The b iog raphy is one p a r t  o f the 
real testam ent o f L. D. T ro tsky . 
The las t words o f T ro tsky  on his 
death-bed, spoken in m y presence, 
show how unbreakable was the 
revo lu tiona ry  s p ir it  o f th is  man. 
I t  is the complete answer to  the  
new calum ny. “ T e ll ou r friends  
tha t 1 am sure c f  the v ic to ry  o f 
the F ou rth  In te rn a tion a l. Go fo r ­
w a rd !”

T h a t message was im m edia te ly  
tra n sm itte d  by w ireless and press 
to a ll corners o f the w orld . I t  is7 
the m eaning o f th a t message re in - 
fo ived by a ll the liv in g  ideas o f 
T ro tsky ism , th a t loaves the 
S ta lin is ts  no peace. The ve ry  
lies, in th e ir  m onstrous g ro w th , 
one nega ting the other, and ye t 
being' fe v e ris h ly  m anufactured 
anew, are a t r ib u te  to the 
s treng th  o f the rea l ideas o f 
T ro tsky . S ta lin  would like  to  shu t 
the door o f T ro tsky ism  to  the 
w orkers  by hav ing  them th in k  
th a t i t  leads to hopelessness and 
bankruptcy. T h a t door is S ta lin ­
ism. Precisely th rough  the h e r it ­
age o f the unconquerable M a rx is t 
teaching, insp ired  by the re vo lu ­
tio n a ry  fe rv o r o f L. D. T ro tsky , 
w ill the w o rld  w o rk in g  class 
regain its  confidence and its  
un ified s treng th .

In  vain do the S ta lin is t g rave­
diggers o f the revo lu tion  use 
th e ir  tem po ra ry  power to  bu ry  
the g ig a n tic  th o u g h t contained in  
the October revo lu tion . A l l  the 
lies o f the f r ig h t fu l to ta lita r ia n  
reg im e th a t now ru les Russia w i l l  
crum ble a long w ith  the reg im e 
its e lf— th is  is . inev itab le . T ro t­
skyism  w ill find its  p rope r place 
w ith  the com ing o f a sharp tu rn  
to a new revo lu tiona ry  upsurge. 
T ro tsky ism  rem ains the sole con- 
tin u a to r o f the g re a t revo lu ­
tio n a ry -tra d itio n s  o f M arx , Engels 
and Lenin. T ha t is the  essence o f 
the rea l testam ent o f Leon T ro t­
sky.

A ctiv ities  o f  ‘M ilita n t ’  Readers and the

SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY
A K R O N —4 So. H ow ard  S t., 2nd f l .  Mon. 
th rough  F r l . ,  7 to  5) p. m .; B ranch m eet­
ing  Sun. 8 p. m .: S oc ia lis t Y outh  Club 
meeting Sun. 3 *p. m.

B A L T IM O R E — 1121 E . B a ltim o re  St., 
Phone W o lfe  1753J, D a ily  9 a.m. -9 -p.m., 
O. Coover Sr.. M IL IT A N T  and FO U R TH  
IN T E R N A T IO N A L  on sale.

BOSTON— 30 S tu a rt St., S at., 1-5 p. m .. 
Tues., 7:30-9:30 p. m.

B U F F A L O —M ilita n t Fo rum , 629 M ain 
St., 2nd f l .  Phone M Adison 3960. E ve ry  
a fternoon except Sun.

CHICAG O—777 W . Adams (com er H a l-  
sted). Phone D E A rbo rn  4767, D a ily  except 
Sun., 11 a. m .-5 p. m . L ib ra ry , book­
store.

C L E V E L A N D —M ili ta n t  Fo rum , Sun., 
8:30 p. n i.. Peck’s H a ll, 1416 E . 82nd St. 
(o ff W ade P a rk  A ve.).

D E T R O IT —6108 Linw ood Ave. Phone 
TY  7-6267. Mon. th rough  S at., 12-5 p. m.

F L IN T — 215 B . N in th  St. D a ily  7-9 
p. m . Open house, Sat. eve. F o ru m , Sun. 
eve.

LOS A N G E LE S —M ilita n t Publ. Assn.. 
Room 201, 124 W . 6th St. Phone V A ndyke 
8061.

SAN PED RO —'M ilita n t, 1008 S. P a c ific  
Room 214.

W A T TS —M ilita n t.  1720 E . 97th St.
L Y N N , (M ass.)—44 C en tra l Sq.. Rm. 

11, Sat. 1-5 p. m . D iscussion. Tues.,
7 :30 p. m .

M IL W A U K E E — M ilita n t Bookshop, 608 
S. 5 th  St. Mon. th rough  F r l . .  7:30-9:30 
p. m. Phono BR oadw ay 9645.

M IN N E A P O L IS — 10 So. 4th St. Phone 
M a in  7781. D a ily  except Sun., 10 a. m .- 
6 P . m . L ib ra ry , bookstore.

N E W  B R IT A IN , (C o n n .)—M ili ta n t  D is ­
cussion Group every F r i.  7 :30 p.m. M i l i ­
ta n t L a b o r Club. 165 M a in  St. (next to 
S trand Thea tre ).

N E W  H A V E N  — L a b o r School. 855 
G rand A ve., 3rd f l . ,  Tues. 8-10:30 p. m .

N E W A R K —423 S p ring fie ld  Ave. Phone 
B ige low  3-2574. Reading room . Open 
d a ily . 12-4 and 7-10 p.m.

N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y  (H q .)—110 U n ive rs­
ity  P I. Phone GR. 5-8149.

E A S T  S ID E —251 E . Houston S t. 1st f l :  
H A R L E M — 103 W . 110 S t., Rm. 23 

Phone MO. 2-1SG6. Open discussion. 
T h u r.. 8 p. m .

B R O N X — 1034 Prospect Ave., 1st f l .  
Phone L U . 9-0101.

B R O O K LY N —635 F u lto n  St. Phone 
ST. 3-7433.

C H E L S E A — 130 W . 23rd S t. Phone 
CIT. 2-9434.

O A K L A N D  (C al.)—W rite  P. O. Box 
1351, Oakland 4.

P H IL A D E L P H IA  — 1303-05 W . G ira rd  
Ave., 2nd f l.  Phone Stevenson 4-5820. 
Open d a ily . Forum . F r i . .  8 p . m.

P ITTS B U R G H — 1418 F if th  Ave.. 2nd f l .  
Open m eetings. 1st &  3rd Sun., 8:30 
p. m . M a rx is t S tudy Class, T h u r., 7-9
p. in.

SAN D IE G O  (C al.) — F o r in fo rm a tio n  
w rite  P. O. B ox 857.

SAN FR AN CISCO — 1739 F illm o re  A ve., 
4th f l .  Phone F l .  G-0410. D a ily  except 
Sun., 12-4:30 p. m.

S E A T T L E —M a yna rd  B ldg ., 1st Ave., 
South & W ashington. Phone M a in  9278. 
Mon. th rough Sat., 12-5 p. m. B ranch  
meeting, F r i. ,  8 p. m. L ib ra ry , bookstore.

ST. L O U IS —1023 N . G rand B lvd ., Rm. 
312. Forum , T liu rs .. 7-30-10 p. m.

ST. P A U L — 540 Cedar St. Phone G ar­
fie ld  1137. Open daily . Bookstore. Fo rum , 
3rd  Sun. o f each .month. 3:30 p. m.

TACOM A (W a sh .)—W rite  P. O. Box 
1079. M eeting, Wed., 8 p. m ., Odd Fe llow  
H a ll,  6th & Faw cett.

TO LE D O  —  113 St. C la ir  St., 2nd fl;:’ 
Open d a ily .

YOUNGSTOWN —  115 E . Federa l St.,' 
Rm. 302. Phone 3-1355. W ed., F r l. ,  Sat,. 
1:30 to 4 p. m . ’

Wanfs Less 
"Stalin-baiting"
E d ito r:

I  have been read ing The M il i­
tan t fo r  a num ber o f years. In  
fac t, I go out o f m y w ay to  get 
it .  I  am ve ry  s o rry  to te ll you 
th a t I  w i l l  be compelled to  d is ­
continue it ,  because i t  became as 
d ry  as any o the r newspaper. The 
on ly  th in g  you devote yo u r pages 
to is to “ S ta lin -b a it in g ”  and 
no th in g  to theore tica l Socialism . 
In  th is  re s p e c t 'it  resembles the 
D a ily  W orker. The on ly  decent 
a rtic le  in  th is  cu rre n t issue is  by 
George B re itm an. In  read ing  i t  
one can learn much. W hy not 
more o f these a rtic les?  The peo­
ple are in need o f M arx ism  today 
more than a t any o ther tim e. W hy 
not g ive  i t  to them  ? Leave S ta lin  
alone. L e t M ax Shachtm an attend 
to tha t. You ough t to  devote a t 
least one page a week to  discuss­
in g  the theories developed by 
M arx, Lenin and T ro tsky . T ry  i t  
and you w i l l  see how you r 
c ircu la tio n  w il l  increase m any 
fo ld . L . B.



D ia ry  o f  a Steel W orke r

The Last Straw
By Theodore Kovalesky

Hom er F innegan ’s head ached fu r io u s ly . Inside 
i t  were nine m illio n  iro n  ba lls  ro llin g  and bum p­
in g , and in  h is stomach were about seven m illio n .

He slammed his door shu t and 
stomped down the steps in to  the 
ra in . “ A  fine w ay to be spend­
in g  a S unday!”  he m uttered.

The sky was dark g ra y  in  the 
la te  dawn, l i t  by a f lic ke rin g  
g la re  somewhere over in  the 
d irec tion  o f N um ber Three b last 
furnace. H om er trudged tow ard 
the p lan t, the squeaking handle 

o f h is lunch p a il ro a rin g  in  his ears. I t  was Sun­
day m orn ing , the tim e fo r  a ll men to be peace­
fu l ly  sleeping in th e ir  beds, especially i f  they had 
hangovers lik e  H om er F innegan.

When he reached the furnace floo i, he could 
see im m ed ia te ly  th a t th is  would be a day to 
remember. The jagged in k  line  on thé pressure 
charts was leap ing and d iv ing . E ve ry  few  
mom ents, i t  seemed, there  would be a deep, 
q u ive ring  “ W H O -O -O -O -O -M ,”  the floo r would 
shudder, and H om er w ould have to make a leap 
fo r  the wheel to  p u ll the b las t o ff the furnace. 
The fo u rth  tim e  he did it ,  he dropped the pressure 
too fa r ,  and slag flowed back in to  the  blowpipes 
arid squ irted ou t onto the b rick  floor. Then a b low ­
pipe burned th rough , and they had to  shu t down.

H om er trudged w e a rily  down the steel steps 
to  make the shutdown. I t  was a h o rrib le  m orn ing , 
and the g re a te r p a r t o f the day was before him , 
even more ho rrib le . He wiped the ho t sweat fro m  
h is  face and the cold d r iz z lin g  ra in  fro m  the 
back o f his neck. “ T h is  jo b ’s no t f i t  fo r  a human 
be ing,”  he m uttered.

Back on the fu rnace floor, he sweated even

more. A l l  the blowpipes lrad to be pu lled out and 
cleaned. Some had to be burned ou t w ith  oxygen, 
because o f the caked iron  and slag. The hours 
dragged on, creeping, c ra w lin g  as though each 
hour were ten. W ith  one more hour to  go, Hom er 
paused fo r  a m om ent nex t to  the fu rnace  to  rest. 
Then he fe l l  f la t on the floor.

In  the hosp ita l he woke up look ing  th rough  r 
transparen t oxygen ten t. He found th a t his 
headache had reached colossal proportions. The 
carbon monoxide gas he had inhaled up on the 
furnace floo r had added fo u r  m illio n  more k ing- 
size iron  ba lls  to the o rig in a l nine m illio n  in  his 
head, and several tons o f m ouldy seaweed were 
quaking inside his stomach.

A t  home his w ife  asked, “ Did you see M r. 
Roga lsky ? ”

“ H u h ? ”
“ The man you were go ing to  see about a place 

to live. You know i t ’s on ly three weeks we got 
to  find a place, o r we’re ou t in the stree t.”

H om er m uttered to h im se lf, and la y  down fo r  
a nap before supper. In  h a lf  an hour he woke 
up again. Som ething new had been added. Besides 
the headache and nausea, a sledge ham m er was 
pounding in  the le f t  side o f h is jaw , a long w ith  
an in te rm it ta n t e lec tric  spark th a t leapt a ll the 
way from  the po in t o f h is ja w  to  h is le f t  ear. 
I t  was a too th th a t he had been m eaning to  see 
the den tis t about, b u t w ith  his wage w h a t i t  was, 
he hadn’t  wanted to spend the money.

He took tw o asp irins  and settled down to 
lis ten to W a lte r W inche ll on the rad io . A f te r  the 
broadcast H om er fe l t  worse than ever. “ Them 
damn reds,”  he m uttered. “ T ry in g  to overth row  
our way o f l i fe ! ”

The Negro Struggle

Senator Taylor’s Arrest
----------------------------------  By A lb e rt P a rke r ----------------------------------

The a rres t o f Senator Glen T a y lo r in B irm ­
ingham  fu rn ished  a good example o f “ the A m e ri­
can way o f l i fe ”  in  the South, where a lm ost three- 

quarte rs  o f the Negro people 
reside. T a y lo r had gone to make 
a speech to the Southern Negro 
Y ou th  Conference in  a church, 
and had found the audience 
s tr ic t ly  segregated, w h ites  on 

one side o f the aisle and Negroes on the other, 
and cops sw arm ing  around the place to make 
sure the s ta te ’s sacred segregation law  was 
enforced. N o t on ly was the audience divided, but 
the re  were even tw o doors fo r  en te ring  the 
church, the f ro n t  one fo r  Negroes and a side 
door fo r  w h iles.

T a y lo r decided to go in the f ro n t  way bu t when 
he tried , a b ig  cop shoved him  off the porch, and 
another cop gave him  the elbow so hard he was 
spun across the ya rd  and throw n across a sm all 
fence. He had offered no resistance b u t h is su it 
was to rn , his leg was bruised and his hand Was 
cut. He was shoved in to  a police car and driven 
o f f  on a roundabout route to  the ja i l ;  on the w ay 
he go t the im pression the cops were t r y in g  to 
provoke h im  in to  some action fo r  w h ich they 
could beat h im  up. A t  the ja i l  he was held fo r  
“ d iso rderly  conduct”  u n t il b a il was raised. A  
fe w  days la te r he was fined $50 and costs and 
given a ja i l  sentence o f 180 days; the sentence 
was suspended and an appeal has been filed.

T h a t is w hat happened to  a m ember o f the 
U . S. Senate, the h ighest le g is la tive  body in  the 
country . I t  is no t hard to  im agine w h a t would 
have happened in th is  case to  a man in  a less 
p rom inen t position— w h ite  o r Negro. He would 
be in  a ja i l  o r hospita l ( i f  no t in  his g ra ve ). 
The Southern ru lin g  class does no t fo o l around 
when i t  comes to  defend ing its  “ way o f l i fe . ”  
I t  proposes to  keep the w h ite  and N egro w orkers 
divided a t a ll costs— by the use o f propaganda 
and J im  Crow  laws where possible, and by b ru te  
violence where necessary. Anybody who th in ks  
the Southern ru le rs  are go ing  to peace fu lly  
accept a c iv il r ig h ts  p rogram  th a t a lte rs  the

N egro ’s position in the South is a dream er, due 
fo r  a rude awakening.

The judge who sentenced T a y lo r delivered the 
usual harangue aga inst “ outside influences”  tha 
are in te r fe r in g  w ith  the Southern way o f life . 
He did no t say an y th in g  about the N o rth e rr 
cap ita lis ts  w ith  investm ents in  the South who 
have conspired w ith  the Southern ru le rs  fo r  the 
past GO-odd years to in s titu te  and m a in ta in  the 
present J im  Crow set-up. He h ig h ly  approves o f 
th a t k ind  o f outside influence. A nd  he did not 
say a w ord about the South ’s outside influence, 
exerted th rough  congressmen elected by a t in y  
fra c tio n  o f the popu la tion , who help to pass laws 
oppressing the w orkers o f a ll colors in a ll pa rts  
o f the coun try  and who are responsible fo r  the 
spread o f rac ia l ha tred and re s tr ic tio n s  th rough  
the federa l governm ent and the armed forces.

W ha t th is  coun try  needs is the in tro du c tion  o f 
more “ outside influence”  in  the South, backed up 
by the power o f the organized labo r movement. 
F o r e ithe r the w orkers  o f the N o rth  w i l l  help 
th e ir  Southern bro thers end the d ic ta to r ia l way 
o f life  in  the South, o r the  ru lin g  class w ill 
extend i t  to the res t o f the nation.

Ju s t to  keep the record s tra ig h t, the Com­
m un is t P a rty  was forced to  qu ick ly  change its  
fa lse estim ate o f the Supreme C ourt decision 
on re s tr ic tive  covenants, reported in th is  column 
last week. The M ay 4 D a ily  W orker d id  p r in t  
a s to ry  en titled , “ Supreme C ourt Voids R estric 
t ive  Covenants,”  w h ich  declared th a t the cou rt 
had “ dea lt a serious b low  to  rea l estate agree­
ments which bar Negroes fro m  a ll-w h ite  ne igh­
borhoods.”  However an e d ito r ia l in  the next 
day ’s issue declared: “ B u t th a t th is  C ourt deci­
sion gives the Negro ten an t o r p ro p e rty  buyer 
any substantia l ga in , as is claim ed by certa in  
leaders who are on ly  too anxious to  qu ie t down 
the in d ig na tion  o f the N egro  people, is  a fa lla c y .”  
U n fo rtu n a te ly , m ost o f the Negro press, who 
also hailed the c o u rt’s O K o f re s tr ic tiv e  covenants, 
have no t changed th e ir  position.

Tuberculosis-Ancient Enemy
By Grace Carlson

A s long ago as the 4th cen tu ry  B.C., the Greek 
physic ian, H ippocrates described tuberculosis so 
g ra p h ica lly  th a t h is w r it in g s  about th is  disease 

stand as a medical classic. H ip ­
pocrates named the disease, 
“ ph th is is ,”  w h ich  means “ w ast­
in g ,”  a m arked cha racte ris tic  
o f the la s t stage o f tuberculosis.

B u t tubercu losis was known 
to the human race long before 
H ippocra tes ’ tim e. Mum m ies 
found in the tom bs o f E g y p t 
show de fin ite  signs o f tu b e r­
culosis. The cha racte ris tic  m arks 
o f th is  disease have also been 

observed on the bones o f persons who died long 
before h is to ry  was recorded.

N o t u n til 1882 when the germ  cause o f tu b e r­
culosis was discovered was the re  any rea l p ro ­
gress in  the f ig h t aga inst th is  age-old disease. 
I t  was in  th a t yea r th a t Robert Koch iden tified 
the tubercle bacillus and proved conclusively th a t 
i t  is the d irec t cause o f tuberculosis.

The tubercle bacillus is a germ  so sm all th a t 
i t  can ga in  entrance to the body in  specks o f 
dust o r in  the t in y  drop le ts  sprayed ou t in  cough­
in g  o r sneezing. Tubercle b a c illi live  fo r  hours in  
m o is t sputum  and m ay even res is t d ry in g  and 
freez ing . The germ  is passed fro m  person to 
person in various ways —  th rough  k iss ing  , an 
in fected person, us ing h is  o r he r personal to ile t  
a rtic les , b rea th ing  in  germs w h ich  have been

sprayed in to  the a ir  by a tub e rcu la r p a tie n t’s 
cough, us ing inadequately washed dishes on 
w h ich tubercle baceilli m ay have been deposited 
by the previous user.

When tubercle b a c illi ge t in to  the body, they 
may be coughed ou t before they do any damage 
o r they may be destroyed by the w h ite  cells o f 
the blood. I f  they g e t past the body’s f ir s t  lines 
o f defense, they are lik e ly  to find  a place in  the 
lungs. Since the tubercle bac illus  is  a fo re ign  
agent in the body, the  body’s n e x t line  o f defense 
is to w a ll o ff the invader. A  shell is  form ed 
around the b a c illi, w’h ich is called a tubercle  be­
cause i t  looks like  a bulb. Inside the tubercle , the 
b a c illi continue to g ro w  and to destroy the sm all 
am ount o f lu ng  substance le f t  to  them . In  tim e, 
a hard g r i t t y  substance called calcium  takes the 
place o f the destroyed lung  substance.

M ost c ity -dw e lle rs , w h ile  g ro w in g  up, become 
s lig h tly  in fected by tuberc le  b a c illi, bu t never 
develop active cases o f tuberculosis. So long as 
the body keeps the upper hand, eve ry th in g  goes 
w e ll, b u t i f  the b a c illi invade the body in  g re a t 
num bers and the general resistance is low , an 
active case o f tuberculosis w i l l  develop. P overty, 
overw ork, m a ln u tr it io n  and w o rry  are the g rea t 
a llies o f tuberculosis germ s because they break 
down the body’s resistance.

G reat progress has been made in the f ig h t 
aga inst tuberculosis bu t th is  disease s t i l l  takes a 
to ll o f 58,000 lives every yea r in  the U . S. 
Tuberculosis is s t i l l  an enemy o f m ankind.
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CIO Packinghouse Unions Continue 
Grim Fight in N inth Week of Strike

S M A L L  B U S IN E S S  —  So fa r  over 1,600 f irm s  
have fa ile d  in  1948. In  1947 there  were 957 bank­
rup tc ies  and in 1946 there were 338. Sm all busi­
ness is g e ttin g  sm aller.

♦  ♦ ♦

U N D E R T A K E R S  A L L  S E T  FO R  W A R  —  M in ­
nesota undertakers aren ’t  le tt in g  any grass g row  
under th e ir  fee t. A t  the  58th annual convention 
o f the M innesota F une ra l D irecto rs  Association 
in  M inneapolis, the em balm ers’ pres ident re p o rt­
ed th a t arrangem ents had been completed w ith  
the A rm y  fo r  the fo rm a tio n  o f undertakers ’ u n its  
w h ich would accompany troops in  the  fie ld  to  su­
pervise id en tifica tion  and p repa ra tion  o f the dead 
fo r  bu ria l.

*  *  *

B O R IN G  F R O M  W IT H IN  —  The C IO -P A C  o i

M ich igan is “ go ing  in to  the D em ocratic P a r ty ”  
in order to trans fo rm  i t  in to  a “ lib e ra l p o lit ic a l 
o rgan iza tion .”  A ccord ing  to  the  officers o f the 
M ich igan  PAC, th is  conform s “ to  na tiona l CIO 
po licy.”

*  *  *

A S T R A IG H T  PRO G RAM  —  Jack K ro ll,  ch a ir­
man o f the C IO JPAC, to ld  the  T e x tile  conven­
tion  delegates m eeting a t A t la n t ic  C ity , th a t h is 
o rgan iza tion  had no idea w h a t p res iden tia l candi­
date i t  would support, bu t urged th a t la bo r ge t 
ou t a la rge re g is tra tio n  to  m eet any even tua lity .

*  *  *

“ S T A L IN  A G E ”  M U S IC  —  A  new ad m in is tra ­
t io n  board has taken over the U n ion  o f Soviet 
Composers and pledged its e lf  to  create music 
about the “ S ta lin is t A ge .”

By Barbara Bruce
May 10. the deadline set by 

Armour, Swift and Cudahy for 
strikers to return to work, has 
come and gone, but on ly a few  
scabs answered the call. H un­
dreds o f pickets gathered around 
the entrances to a ll three plants 
in South St. Paul th is  m orn ing 
when a d ribb le  o f would-be s tr ike  
breakers w ent to  w o rk  am id  the 
jeers o f union members.

A f te r  nine weeks, the s tr ik e  o f 
the CIO Packinghouse W orkers 
rem ains e ffec tive  here as w e ll as 
iv. the o ther meat packing cent­
ers. W orkers at Superior and Bar- 
lusch packing plants, tw o inde­
pendent meat packers in  St. Paul, 
jo ined the ranks o f UPW  s trike rs

la s t Thursday. These tw o plants 
resumed operations a few  weeks 
ago th rough  an agreem ent w ith  
the union th a t a raise o f 12 cents 
an hour would be g ran ted  im m e­
d ia te ly  and the d iffe rence  between 
the increase and the 29 cents 
ho u rly  ra ise demanded by the 
un ion would be negotiated. A l ­
though b a rga in ing  was s t i l l  in  
process, Bartusch and Superior 
employes jo ined the s tr ik e  in  o r­
der to  lend th e ir  w 'eight to the 
tw o-m onths-o ld  f ig h t  fo r  a l iv in g  
wage.

H O R M E L SUPPO RT

Packinghouse w orkers a t the 
H orm el p lan t in  A us tin , M inne­
sota, announced la s t F rid a y  a fte r  
a membership m eeting th a t they

are c u ttin g  th e ir  w o rk  week to 32 
hours in order to  reduce meat p ro­
duction. P rovisions o f the M in ­
nesota labor law (Stassen Slave 
A c t)  proven; th e ir  s tr ik in g  in lass 
than 30 days. The 3,700 members 
o f the Horm el local w il l con tribu te  
1 0 7 f  o f .th e ir pay to the s tr ik e  re ­
lie f  fund. U n ti l now, the unio?/ 
has been g iv in g  $12,500 ,a week 
and has con tribu ted a to ta l o f 
$100,000. U nder a 10% payro ll 
deduction plan, Horm el workers 
w i l l  contribute. $20,000 a week to 
the s tr ike .

S w ift  and company in  South St. 
Paul sought to  have a re s tra in in g  
o lde r, w’hich was dissolved last 
week in d is tr ic t  court, b a rrin g  
p icke tin g  a t p lan t gates re ins ta ­
ted, bu t the request was denied

A  s u it has been file d  in  federal 
co u rt in  Chicago aga inst the B ig  
F ou r —  Arm our., Swrift, Cudahy 
and W ilson —  by the in te rn a tio n ­
al o ffice  o f the  U P W . The su it 
asks the cou rt to res tra in  the 
companies fro m  v io la t in g  senior­
ity , vacations and sick pay p re v i­
sions o f union con tracts which 
run  u n til A u g u s t 11.

M eanwhile, stock handlers in  
South St. Paul, M innesota; Fargo, 
,N. D.; S ioux C ity , Iow’a; F o rt 
W orth , Texas; St. Joseph, M issou­
r i ;  and M ilwaukee, W isconsin, 
have agreed to jo in  the na tion ­
wide packinghouse s tr ik e  on 
F rida y , M ay 14, unless th e ir  
wage demands are m et by tha t 
tim e. S tockyard w orkers are also 
oem anding 29 cents an hour and

have been ne go tia ting  since be­
fo re  the packing s tr ik e  was ca ll* 
ed.

In Kansas C ity , Kansas, 34 
cla im s to ta llin g  $163,000 have 
been filed  aga inst the c ity  by 
U P W  members and bystanders 
who were in ju red  in  the assault 
by c ity  police on pidket lines and 
union headquarters A p r i l 23.

A tte m p ts  to  nego tia te  the  is ­
sues in the s tr ik e  were resumed in  
Chicago las t weekend th rough  
e ffo r ts  o f the Federal M ed ia tion 
and C oncilia tion  Service. To date, 
despite numerous hearings and 
m eetings, a ll the packers have 
said is “ N o " to every proposal 
th a t the union o r the conc ilia tion  
service has made.

Youngstown 'Vindicator' 
Rebuffed by Steel Unions

T a y lo r  Convicted

YOUNGSTOWN, May 8 — 
The primary elections of May 
3 in Mahoning County witness­
ed an unexpected la bo r-ca p ita lis t 
con flic t f la r in g  up in  the closing 
Jays o f the cam paign. The 
Youngstown V ind ica to r, m ou th ­
piece o f the local steel corpora­
tions, started a fu l l  b lown rod- 
b a itin g  a ttack  on the labo r move­
m ent f iv e  days before election 
day. The response o f the steel­
w orkers aga inst the paper was 
overwhelm ing.

There were two issues in the 
cam paign. F irs t ,  a special 2.5 
m ill p ro pe rty  levy was placed oti 
the ba llo t, and second, a CIO man 
was entered in  the Dem ocratic 
p r im a ry  race fo r  S heriff o f 
M ahoning County.

The S tee 'w orkers D is tr ic t  26 
leadership opposed the increased 
p ro pe rty  levy, which would bear 
down hardest on sm all home 
owners, and even tua lly , tenants. 
They were m et in  tha prers w ith  
a un ited , v igorous, u n re m itt in g  
cam paign backing the levy, w ith  
a ll p a rty  po litic ians , clubs, groups 
and “ leaders”  in  the c ity  he lp ing 
to p u t the heat on.

In  the race fo r  sheriff, the local 
S tee lworkers o ffice rs  continued 
the ancient po licy o f the labor 
leaders o f t ry in g  to “ ga in in ­
creased influence”  in  the Demo­
c ra tic  P a rty . Paul Lang ley, p res i­
dent o f a S tee lw orkers local, and 
fo r  some tim e an active Demo­
c ra tic  w orker, was run  against 
(he notorious S heriff E lser, in ­
cumbent since 1934, and scab- 
herder in  the 1937 L it t le  Steel 
s trike .

On the Thursday preceding the 
election the V in d ica to r appeared 
w ith  its  i l l- fa te d  b las t: a two 
column w id th  ed ito ria l signed by 
the p o lit ic a l ed ito r o f the V in ­
d icator, C lingan Jackson, who is 
a b ig  shot in  the Dem ocratic 
P a rty  and a State Senator. This 
ed ito ria l w’as p r in te d  under a 
huge scare headline th a t the  CIO 
was us ing “ Com m unist tac tics ”  
in an a tte m p t to take over the 
Dem ocratic P a rty . There fo llowed 
an inv id ious tex t, w h ich, w h ile  
com plete ly devoid o f facts, a t­
tem pted in every in fa n tile  w ay 
known to  the au tho r to  convey 
the im pression th a t the CIO  was 
engaged in  a g ig a n tic  p lo t; th a t

Armour Pickef Killed 
In East St. Louis

A n o th e r A rm o u r p icke t lies 
dead. Ed Hucks, a m ember o f 
U P W  Local 42, was shot and 
k illed  la s t Sunday a t the A r ­
m our p lan t ju s t  outside the 
C ity  lim its  o f E ast St. Louis, 
I llin o is . When Hucks called 
out to three scabs sca ling a 
fence  around the p lan t, he 
was answered w ith  a b last 
fro m  the p is to l o f one o f the 
strikebreakers. He was k ille d  
in s ta n tly  by a b u lle t th rough  
the head.

In  the la s t issue o f the U P W  
A rea S trike  B u lle tin , D is tr ic t  
2, the un ion declares, “ The re ­
spo n s ib ility  fo r  th is  wanton 
k il l in g  we la y  d ire c tly  a t the 
door o f A rm o u r . . . F rom  the 
ve ry  f i r s t  day o f  the s tr ik e  we 
procla im ed th a t th e ir  vic ious 
back-to -w ork  m ovem ent could 
lead to  bu t one t i l in g :  violence. 
W ha t else can re su lt from  
th e ir  e ffo r ts  to  use a t in y  
m in o r ity  consis ting o f stool- 
pigeons to  break a s tr ik e  when 
the overw helm ing m a jo r ity  o f 
employes voted to  w in  th e ir  
demands by p icke t line  res is t­
ance . . . The boards o f d ire c t­
ors o f a ll corpora tions are the 
rea l c rim ina ls  who should be 
placed in  the docket and tr ie d  
fo r  the m urders o f the  C icard- 
os, the  Hucks and the count­
less others who have had to  
pay w ith  th e ir  lives  fo r  doing 
no more than f ig h t in g  fo r  a 
decent live lihood .”

'h is  p lo t was p a r t o f the “ red 
■onspiracy”  against our “ fo rm  o f 

governm ent” ; and fu r th e r , tha t 
.he whole local S tee lworkers 
leadership, fro m  James P. G r if ­
fin , D is t i ic t  2o d irec to r, down to  
the last office g ir l and s ta ff 
irra n d  boy is a dyed-in-the-w ool 
Communist.

The reaction in the steel m ills  
was im m ediate. Union workers 
bris tled  a t the a ttack. The CIO 
wont on the rad io  h a lf  a dozen 
tim es in three days, and bought 
considerable space in the V in ­
d ica tor to rep ly . Local 1330 a t 
the Ohio W orks o f Carnegie- 
ll l in o is  issued a leafle t defending 
the r ig h t o f the CIO to back any 
stand o r ind iv idua l i t  w ished m 
po litica l campaigns.

On Tuesday came the vote ; 
The p rope rly  levy was over­
w he lm ing ly  defeated, and Lan­
gley won the Dem ocratic nom in­
ation fo r  she riff. How much th is  
nom ination is w orth , the CIO 
leaders and members in th is  area 
w ill find out in, the days to come. 
But the slap in  the face ad­
m in istered to the V in d ica to r m ust 
be regarded as labo r’s v ic to ry .

T h a t’s the w ay the men in  the 
m ills  look a t it .  As a resu lt, CIO 
prestige, badly su ffe rin g  fro m  the 
body blow ' recently  dealt i t  by 
CIO President P h ilip  M u rra y  has 
again risen.

F o llow ing  his conviction on a d iso rderly  conduct charge fo r  
t ry in g  to  en ter a church th rough  a door m arked “ NegToes” , Sen. 
G len H . T a y lo r chats w ith  Rale igh Durden, delegate to  a meet- 
your-governm ent sem inar in  W ashington. The th ird  p a r ty  vice- 
pres identia l candidate is appealing the case on grounds th a t segre­
ga tion  laws v io la te  the con s titu tion a l r ig h t  o f free  assembly.

Federated P ictures

CP Makes Faction Issue
O f N M U  Agent’s Death

By A r t  Sharon
N E W  YORK C ITY , May 11 

— The present b itterly fought 
election contest between the S ta l­
in is t  m achine and the ra n k  and 
t i le  caucus inside the CIO  N a tio n ­
a l M a ritim e  U n ion had a new is ­
sue th is  week in  the tra g ic  death 
o f the N M U ’s C harlestown agent, 
Robert New, p a rt o f the S ta lin is t 
machine, who was attacked and 
m urdered by union member Ru­
dolph Serreo.

Im m ed ia te ly  upon receipt o f 
the shocking news the N a tiona l

JO SEPH C U R R A N

O ffice  o f the N M U  dispatched an 
o ff ic ia l in ves tig a to r o f the union 
to get and b rin g  back to  New 
Y ork  a fu l l  report on the s lay ing .

The ve ry  m eager in fo rm a tio n  
ava ilab le  a t th is  date m ere ly iden­
t if ie s  Serreo as a ba llo t com m it­
tee man who was discharged 
fro m  his post by a ran k  and f i le  
t r ia l  com m ittee and fined  fo r  
drunkenness.

The D a ily  • W orke r appeared 
w ith  a f ro n t  page lead s to ry  on 
the m urder w ith  a headline iden­
t i fy in g  the m urde re r as a “ C ur­
ran M an.”  Joseph Curran, the 
un ion ’s president and head o f the 
ra n k  and f i le  caucus, has an­
nounced th a t he w il l  sue the D a ily  
W orke r fo r  libel.

M eanw hile the  S ta lin is t fac tio n

in the union has fo llow ed the 
D a ily  W orke r’s line  in  s tepping 
up its  cam paign o f v il if ic a t io n  
and slander aga inst the rank and 
f i le  caucus. They ac tu a lly  charge 
th a t i t  was a po litica l m urder 
and th a t Serreo was a leader o f 
the Charlestown ran k  and f i le  
caucus. However Serreo’s name 
does not appear among (he thous­
ands th a t are pub lic ly  published 
as sponsors o f the rank and f i le  
caucus. N o r is Serreo known to 
the New Y o rk  rank and f i le  cau­
cus as a caucus member.

I t  is  w e ll known th roughou t the 
un ion th a t the ra n k  and f i le  cau­
cus has warned aga inst the use 
o f physica l violence. T h is  was 
recessary because o f the repeated 
S ta lin is t provocations.

The S ta lin is t machine is ap­

pa ren tly  convinced o f th e ir  im ­
pending defeat in  the present 
election. A ll ind ica tions po in t to 
th e ir  de libera te ly  crea ting  an a t­
mosphere o f fea r and dem ora liza­
tion  in  prepa ra tion  to r some des­
perate moves in  the in te rna l 
s trugg le .

S ix weeks rem ain before the 
resu lts o f the secret ba llo t vo ting  
w ill be known. Jus t previous to 
th a t date the union faces the 
c r it ic a l e xp ira tion  date o f its  con­
tra c t w ith  the shipowners.

Instead o f a llow in g  the union 
as a whole to condemn the m ur­
der, the S ta lin is ts  are in s is ting  
upon using th is  as a fac tio na l 
foo tba ll. I t  is  doub tfu l th a t the 
cynical e xp lo ita tion  o f New ’s 
death w ill have much e ffe c t upon 
the outcome o f the election.

'BACK TO WORK' MOVE 
FIZZLES AT BOEING

SEATTLE, May 10 — The 
Boeing Airplane Company has 
been defeated in  its  a ttem p ts  to 
s ta r t  a back-to -w ork  movement. 
The com pany inserted u rgen t ap­
peals in the w ant-ad section o f 
the da ily  papers. The personnel 
departm ent has made calls to in ­
d iv idua ls  rem ind ing  them  the 
p la n t is open and they can re tu rn  
to w ork. B u t the union members 
are s tand ing f irm  determ ined to 
w in  th e ir  demands.

The union has secured rad io 
tim e tw ice  weekly t.o present 
th e ir  side. In th e ir  f ir s t  weekly 
broadcast the union business 
agent expla ined how the com­
pany was fo llo w in g  the M ohawk 
V a lley  F orm ula  in  a tte m p tin g  to 
break the s tr ik e  and the union.

The union issues da ily  “ P icke t 
L ine B r ie fs ”  keeping the mem ­
bership a lerted on the la te s t de­
velopments. La rge  placards fo r  
cars have been issued reading 
“ On S trike  a t Boeing —  We O nly 
W a n t F a ir  P lay .”

The com pany f ile d  a s u it under 
the T a ft-H a rt le y  Law  fo r  $2,250,- 
000 damages fro m  lodge no.

751 and its  pa ren t union, the In ­
te rna tion a l Association o f M ach i­
nists. The company charged the 
union w ith  causing and sanction­
ing  a s tr ik e  w h ile  a con tract con­
ta in in g  a "n o  s tr ik e ”  clause was 
in e ffec t. M eanw hile the union a t­
to rney was p re pa ring  to  f i le  
three actions in federa l court 
seeking $5,000,000 in  damages 
and requesting the company be 
en jo ined fro m  u n fa ir  labo r p ra c t­
ices.

U n ited  States C oncilia tion  D i­
rector, Cyrus Ching, has sum ­
moned H arvey Brow n, 1AM Pres­
ident and W illia m  A llen , Boeing 
Company , President to a ttend a 
conference in  W ashington, D.C. 
A llen  tw ice  refused, s ta tin g  he 
would send representatives to ex­
plain the com pany’s version o f 
the “ ille g a l s tr ik e ”  but would re ­
fuse to reopen nego tia tions fo r  a 
settlem ent.

Denia l o f unem ploym ent com­
pensation to  the s tr ik in g  w orkers 
was ok’d by the State Commis­
sioner even though the company 
lias no tifie d  its  employes th a t 
th e ir  w o rk  is te rm inated .

Post Office Fires 
NAACP Leader for 
Fighting Jim Crow

By J. H ankins
SANTA MONICA, Cal., 

May 0 — The Truman a d m in ­
is tra tio n  revealed the hypocrisy 
behind its  c iv il r ig h ts  p rogram  
th is  week when i t  sided w ith  the 
J im  Crow Sears and Roebuck Co. 
and began persecution o f a n 'o u t­
stand ing W est Coast f ig h te r  fo r  
fa ir  em p loym ent.practices.

The s ix-m onth  old f ig h t  o f the 
local branch o f the N a tion a l A s­
sociation fo r  the Advancem ent o f 
Colored People aga inst rac ia l d is ­
c rim ina tio n  in h ir in g  a t the Scars 
store became a national issue 
when the U.S. Postm aster Gen­
eral f ire d  F rank H. Barnes, m il i­
ta n t president o f the branch, from  
his m ail c a rr ie r ’s job las t Tues­
day. The reason ? Because, in  his 
cam paign against Sears, Barnes 
was, according to the charges, 
e ithe r a member of, or sym pa­
the tic  to subversive o rgan iza­
tions and accepted the support o f 
these o rgan iza tions. Am ong the 
o rgan iza tions lis ted  by the Post­
m aster Genera) as subversive 
were the A m erican V ete rans Com­
m ittee , the A m erican  Jew ish Con­
gress, the Com m ittee on Racial 
E q u a lity , the  Progressive C itizens ' 
o f A m erica, the N a tiona l Negro 
Congress and the Com m unist 
P a rty .

D E E P  R E S E N T M E N T
T his  crude in te rven tion  by the 

federa l governm ent has s tirre d  
deep resentm ent th rou gh ou t San­
ta Monica. The N A A C P  has p ro­
vided Barnes w ith  lega l council 
headed by Loren M ille r , Los A ng­
eles la w ye r who argued the case 
aga inst re s tr ic tiv e  covenants be­
fore the U.S. Supreme C ourt. The 
f ig h t  fo r  the re ins ta tem ent o f 

! Barnes has a lready m et w ith  sup- 
I po rt from  labor, veteran, po litica l 

c ivic, m in o rity , re lig ious  o rg an i- 
| zations.

The cam paign against Scars’ 
d isc rim in a tio n  in  h ir in g  began 
when Sears opened a new store 
last summer. Negro veterans and 
o ther h ig h ly  qua lified  Negro ap­
plicants fo r  sales c le rk  jobs were 
offe red on ly brooms and other 
m enial jobs. A f te r  long, fru itle ss  
a ttem p ts  to w in  sales and s im ila r  
jobs by negotiations, the local 
N A A C P  began p icke ting  the 
store on Oct. 14. The p icke ting  is 
o f the mass dem onstra tion type 
each F rida y  evening when shopp­
ing  is busiest. In recent months 
the picket lines, inc lud ing  w h ite  
and Negro, have grow n to  huge 
size.

Over tw o dozen o rgan iza tions, 
among them im p o rta n t unions in 
the Los Angeles m etropo litan  
area, have come out in  active 
support o f the .N AAC P and its  
f ig h t  against Scars. The most 
active o rgan iza tions w o rk  th rough  
,i un ited com m ittee wh ich the lo ­
cal N A A C P  set up in  January . A t  
a recent N A A C P  Southern C a li­
fo rn ia  conference, the Santa 
M onica cam paign was approved 
and prepa ra tions were begun to 
extend the f ig h t  aga inst a ll Sears 
stores on the P ac ific  coast.

E a r ly  in  M arch the Sears 
m anagem ent turned to the m unic­
ipa l governm ent fo r  aid. The 
C h ie f o f Police came up w ith  a 
vicious a n ti-p icke tin g  ordinance. 
When the C ity  Council m et to  
consider th is  measure, i t  was 
bombarded fo r  three hours w ith  
protests fro m  labor, m in o r ity , 
vete ran and c iv ic  organ izations. 
The proposed ordinance was la id  
aside fo r  30 days and then d ropp ­
ed.

Trade has fa lle n  o f f  bad ly a t 
Sears and 30 cle rks have been 
la id  o f f  fo r  lack o f business. The 
Negro people o f Santa Monica 
have expressed amazement a t the 
large-scale support they have 
been ge tting . They have learned 
th a t to ge t support you have to 
go ou t and f ig h t  fo r  it ,  and to 
v.in a f ig h t  you have to have an 
o rgan iza tion .


