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James P. Cannon’s Key-Note Speech
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The following is the keynote specch delivered by fames £.

Cannon, National Secretary of the Socialist Workers Party,

to the party's 13th convention at 11:15 P. M. on July 1, and
broadcast over Radio network ABC at that time.

Comrade Chairman, Delegates and Friends:

We meet in National Convention at a fime of the gravest
world crisis—a crisis which contains the direct threat of a third
and rhore terrible’ world war. The basi¢ causes of this world
crisis are no mystery.

The first cause is the breakdown of capitalism throughout
Europe—and Asia—and the colonial lands.

The working people want peace and bread, which capitalism
cannot give. .

. The colonial slaves don't want to be slaves any more—and
capitalism cannot live without colonial slaves.

The working people, the poor peasants and the colonial
slaves are in revolt against the continued rule of bankers and
landlords.

On the other hand, American capitalism—the last solvent
stronghold of an outlived and doomed world system—is trying
to prop up the hated regimes of capitalists and kings and land-
Jords by economic pressure and military force.

These are the two main elements of the present world crisis.

The Wall Street money-sharks, and the brass hats of
Prussian mentality, are riding high in Washington these days.

The masters of America, drunk with power, are threatening,
and terrifying the people of the world— '

Seeking to dominate and enslave them—

Striving to transform the other countries of the world into
colonies of the American empire.

Their program is a program of madness, and is doomed to
failure. L L

The great majority of the peoples of the world do not want
to be slaves of America. g

That is to their credit and we applaud them for it

The attempt to enslave them would be profitable only for
the small group of monopolists—and the military caste, who
dream of careers as colonial administrators of conquered peoples.

But the criminal adventure would encounter such ferocious
resistance that the American people at home would have to pay
an enormous cost in living standards ruined by inflation, in the
stamping out of democracy by military rule; and America’s
young sons would have to pay in misery, blood and death.

The American people would be among the first victims of
the insane campaign of American imperialism to conquer and
enslave the world.

To avoid this calamity it is necessary now to show the
people of the world the other America.

For there are two Americas—and millions
already distinguish between them.

One is the America of the imperialists—of the little clique
of capitalists, landlords, and militarists who are threatening and
terrifying the world.

This is the America that the people of the world hate and
fear.

There is the other America—the America of the workers and
farmers and the “little people.”

They constitute the great majority of the people.

They do the work of the country.

They revere its old democratic traditions; its old record of
friendship for the people of other lands, in their struggles against
Kings and Despots; its generous asylum once freely granted to
the oppressed.

This is the America which must and will solve the world
crisis—by taking power out of the hands of the little clique of
exploiters and parasites, and establishing a government of work-
ers and farmers.

The Workers and Farmers Government will immediately
proceed to change things fundamentally. .

Throw out the profit and rent hogs, and increase the living
standards of the people who do the useful work.

of the people

(Continued on page 2)
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. SWP Candidates Address the Nation

As Only Answer to Wall Street War-Makers

Inspiring Five-Day Gathering
Opens Presidential Campaign
Of Socialist Workers Party

By Art Preis

.NEW YORK, July 6 — Cheering to the echo the
choice of Farrell Dobbs and Grace Carlson as first
Trotskyist candidates for U. S. President and Vice-
President, the 13th National Convention of the So-

Farrell Dobbs and Grace Carlson addressing the 13th Nation al Convention of the SWP after their nominations for the presidency
and vice-presidency. These acceptance speeches were broadcast over Mutual and other networks.

* Our vast natural resources and productive plant. the un-
exampled skill and energy of our workers, farmers and tech-
nicians are the essential elements for abolishing poverty and
creating a rational and harmonious society.

At the same time never have the American people viewed
the future with so much uncertainty and fear. For our generation
war and depression are the outstanding memories of the past
and the imminent perspectives of the future.

The.price of a loaf of bread or a pound of meat,
the right to spealt freely without persecution, ques-
tions of war and peace, every aspect of life presents
the mass of our people with perpetual insecurity
and unending crisis.

What are the reasons our rulers give for this ruinous condi-
tion? Since 1914 Democrats and Republicans alike have been
reduced to diverting the wrath of the people to some foreign
enemy, the Kaiser and German militarism, Hitler and German
fascism, and now, today, Stalin and the "Iron Curtain."”

This explanation is repeated by politicians and the govern-
ment, by the press, the pulpit and the radio, taught in schools
and universities, and hammered into the heads of the population
by every technical resource at the command of our capitalist
masters. It can no longer deceive the people.

Gone are the days when individuals could carve out wealth
for themselves and at the same time develop the country’s
economy. Today, bloated corporations choke our magnificent
industrial resources.

But capitalism has not only created these mon-
strous monopolies. It has also brought into being
the working class comprising tens of millions of peo-
ple, with a high standard of education, great tech-
nical skills and imbued with traditions of democracy
and social equality.

Shaken by the collapse of 1929, this working class has
already shown its tremendous capabilities by its organization
of the ClO and the rapid growth of industrial unionism.

The workers are becoming increasingly aware of capitalist
inefficiency in the use of resources. They are beginning to see
through the war-mongering of the imperialists. They resent the
capitalist cheating of the people by inflation. They know that
the Sixty Richest Families of the United States, like their
counterparts abroad, will abandon democracy for Fascism at
any serious threat to their profits, privileges and power.

The irrepressible conflict between the monopolists and the

workers shakes America with ever-growing convulsions and

National Election Platform
Of the Socialist Workers Party

inexorably extends into a battle for rulership of the country.

The middle classes, the great mass of agricultural workers
and small farmers, are ravaged by the anarchy of the profit
system. Millions of women bear the burden of a double op-
pression. Exploited and abused just as all workers, they are also
discriminated against, and often denied jobs in industry as well
as having the burden of the home thrust upon them.

The generations of the youth face the prospect of serving in
permanent conscript armies and providing the fodder for a
new war. Capitalist corruption bears down with increasing force
upon the high ideals of the professions of medicine, journalism,
education and upon the workers in the arts, sciences and en-
gineering.

Far from seeing any end to segregation, the Negro people
have seen the Federal Government of Roosevelt and Henry
Wallace carry the infamy of 2 Jim Crow Army to every quarter
of the globe. |

For Dobbs’ and Carlson’s Acceptance Speeches
See Page 4

Tormented by these conditions the oppressed classes and
groups are looking for a way out. There is no way out for them
except to the follow the leadership of organized labor. On the
day when the working class can assure them of its determination
to end capitalist anarchy and chaos, the rule of the capitalists is
doomed. :

The capitalists know this. That is why they concentrate
all their power and energy to crush the growing challenge of the
working class. The Taft-Hartley Law, the Mundt Bill, the Com-
mittee on un-American Activities, the preparation for transform-
ing the FBI into a Gestapo, militarization of the country, the
strangling of liberties traditional in the United States since the
beginning of the Republic—this long train of abuses and
usurpations evinces a design to reduce the working class under
an absolute despotism, the sole guarantee of capitalist rule in
its period of decay.

Twice before have our people faced a similar
threat. Twice before they have known how to meet it.

In 1776 the farmers, mechanics and artisans, led
by revolutionists such as Sam Adams, Jefferson and
Washington destroyed the power of the British oli-
garchy who sought to crush the birth of a new na-
tion.

(Continued on page 2)

cialist Workers Party sum-}
moned the American peo-
ple to join with the SWP

in a forward march to a Workers
and Farmers Government and
socialism.

In" an atmosphere charged with
confidence and enthusiasm, the
delegates, who sat in session
from July 1 to 5 at the Irving
Fiaza Hall here, ratified the
nominations of Dobbs and Carl-
son and launched a national elec-
tion campaign for revolutionary
socialism that recalls the day of
Lugene Victor Debs.

Climaxing and high-pointing
this inspiring convention, were
{hree national radio broadcasts
from the sessions. They included
the keynote speech over ABC of
James P. Cannon, SWP National
Secretary and 40-year veteran of
the American class struggle, and
the acceptance speeches of Com-
rades Dobbs and Carlson over
Mutual and ABC. Another ad-
dress is being delivered by Dobbs
tonight over the NBC network.

POWERFUL APPEALS

These radio addresses are un-
questionably the most powerful
socialist appeals that have ever
been made to the American work-
ing class, the working farmers
and Negro people. Never has such

a propaganda blow. been struck
in this country for the socialist
cause. That millions of people
heard the SWP call is shown by
tne flood of letters and postecards
that hit the SWP National Head-
quarters in the first post-holiday
mail deliveries this morning.

Thus, the SWP, convention, it
is already clear, marks a turn of
the tide in the fight for the go-
cialist emancipation of the Am-
crican masses, The first great
upsurge began in 1904 under the
dynamic leadership of Debs. It
took another brief leap forward
in the early twenties with the
pioneer Communist movement in-
spired by Lenin and Trotsky, be-
fore it was corrupted and be-
trayed by Stalinism. Now, after
many setbacks, the SWP election
campaign marks the socialist re-
surgence on a higher plane..

After 20 years of uphill battling
as a small and isolated group, the
Socialist Workers Party celebra-
ted its coming of age at this con-
vention. It revealed itself united
in principle, tested in action,
rooted in the working masses of
America. From first to last, this
convention showed that the Trot-
skyist movement—the authentic
heir of Marx, Engels, Lenin,
Trotsky, Debs and Haywood—is

(Continued on page 5)

PARTY LAUNCHES DRIVE
FOR A $25,000 FUND

NEW YORK CITY, July 2
Party Building Fund of $25,000

— An Election Campaign and
was successfully launched at a

S

special session of the 13th Na-®

tional Convention of the Socialist
Workers Party. Party branches
pledged $23,600, and $572 was
donated in ecash by individuals,
for a total of $24,172. Since sev-
eral branches and many friends
and supporters of the Presiden-
tia) campaign and party are still
t¢ be heard from, the $25,000
campaign began in first class
shape.

George Clarke, National Cam-
paign Manager and Chairman of
the session, brought cheers from
convention delegates when he
contrasted the character and
records of the Capitalist candi-
dates with the background and
purposes of the Trotskyist Cand-
idates.

“Dewey and Warren,” he said,
“both made their reputations as
manhunters, prosecutors, jailers.
Their claim to fame is that they
filled the prisons. Warren en-
deared himself to the Capitalist
rulers helping to break a strike
by sending three union seamen
to jail in California.

“But Farrell Dobbs and Grace
Carlson,” Clarke pointed out,
“come out of the capitalist pris-
ons where they served terms for
opposing World War II, to fight
for the freedom and emancipa-
tion of the workers from all op-
pressors and jailers.”

Pointing to the interest already
shown by many workers who
have written to the Party in re-
sponse to radio broadeasts by the
SWP candidates, Clarke urged
the delegates to provide the
means with which to carry the
raessage of Trotskyism through-
cut America. *

“There is a tide in the affairs
of men which taken at the flood,
leads on to fortune.” The roar of
approval which greeted this quot-
ed passage expressed the dele-
gates readiness to rally behind
the candidates and see that the
necessary funds were raised. As
Clarke called out the names of
the branches, the chairmen of
the delegations responded with
pledges for the fund.

The New York City Local led
the country with a pledge of
87,600; Los Angeles was next
with $2,500; Chicago and the
Minnesota sections each pledged
$2,000; Ohio $1,800; Detroit
$1,600; San Francisco and Oak-
land $1,5600; New Jersey, $750;
Seattle, $600; Philadelphia, $500;
Boston, $400; Milwaukee, $400;
Connecticut, $250; San Diego,
Pittsburgh, $200 each; Reading,
$160; Morgantown, $100; Allen-
town, Baltimore and St. Louis,

$50 each,
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In 1860 William Lloyd Garrison and Wendel! Phillips,
John Brown and I‘rederick Douglass, Abraham Lincoln and
Thaddeus Stevens personified the forces which waged merciless
war against the slaveowners’ attempt to perpetyate thejr out-
moded system, halt the expansion of our economy and destroy
the liberties of our people.

The Socialist Workers Party, in these years of
decision comes forward as the continudtor of these
revolationary traditions. The socialist revolution is
even miore inperative for the salvation of the U. S.

thiin wads the Civil War and the war for independence.

The Socialist Workers Party warns the people that -the
present struggle is so deeply rooted in a bankrupt economic
system that it must end either in the complete destruction ol
civilization, or in the socialist reconstruction of society under
the leadership of the working class.

Let hitn who dares face the workers and farmers
and tell them that they do not possess the knowledge,
the will, the physical and intellectual resources, and
the political capacity to pull this country back from
the brink of the abyss to which monopoly capitalism
has led it. The Socialist Workers Party bases its ac-
tivity and aims upon its supreme confidence in the

creative capacities of the working people.

The Socialist Workers Party presents itself under the banner
of Marx and Engels, Lenin and Trotsky, Debs and Haywood
Their banner is our banner. These great leaders of international
socialism were animated by the conviction that unless the
tremendous powers of modern industry were taken over by the
workers of the world, society would; céllapse into barbarism.
The state of the world today is proof of how correct they were.

. Genuine labor politics, however, can have nothing in common
with the politics of the Democratic .and Republican parties.
Against the background of national and international crisis, in-
creasing numbers of the American people view their antics with'
indignation and disgust. These parties are bi-partisan in foreign
policy, bi-partisan in their devotion to capitalism, bi-partisan
in their incapacity to cure its evils, bi-partisan in their assault
upon the working class and the civil liberties of the American
people. The only difference between them is the dispute over
who can best secure the privileges and the pilfering which fall
to those who administer the capitalist government.

These two parties would long ago have been repudiated and
abandoned by the working men and women except for the
treacherous and opportunist practices of the top union leaders,
who are tied to the apron strings of the capitalist politicians and
act as apologists, recruiters and vote-solicitors for them in the
ranks of the workers.

The party of Henry Wallace represents nothing but an
jttempt to exploit the disgust of the people with the Democrats
and the Republicans. The Wallace party is the unashamed
champion of decaying capitalism. Claiming support as an anti-
war party, its leader, Wallace, has betrayed the struggle in
advance by declaring his readiness to support the projected war
when it breaks out. Wallace's stock in trade is a recitation ol
evils without one single concrete proposal to mobilize labor's
strength against monopoly capitalism, the source of all the
evils he criticizes.

The Communist Party (Stalinists), which is supporting the
Wallace party in this year's clection, is interested in the class
struggle only insofat as it can be exploited to advance the in-
terests of the arch-reactionary Stalinist bureaucracy in the
Kremlin. When it serves Stalin’s purposes, as it did during the
period of the Stalin-Hitler Pact, the American Stalinists talk
class struggle, support strikes, pay lip-service to the need for
socialism, etc. And similarly, when it serves Stalin’s purposes.
as it did during the wartime period of the Washington-Moscow
alliance, the American Stalinists advocate class collaboration,

“national unity,” cessation of labor and Negro struggles, strike-

breaking, etc. In their case they remain instruments of Stalin’s
reactionary foreign policy and must be seen as enemies of the
workers' true class interests and revolutionary socialism.

The Socialist Party of Norman Thomas pretends that wai
can be stopped by the United Nations just as it pretended that
the war could be stopped by the League of Naions. While
denouncing war in general it is no less ready to support World
War [l than it was to support World War II. It seeks to
reform and not to abolish capitalism.

The Socialist Workers Party alone consistently
and unconditionally champions the interests of the
workers in their struggles against capitalism, and
works 10 organize them for its abolition. This goal is
expressed and concretized in the Socialist Workers
Party’s fundamental objective in the 1948 campaign
— the mobilization of the masses for a Workers and
Farmers Government.

Such a government, based on direct representation from
democratically elected councils of workers, farmers, housewives
soldier and minority groups, will iriitiate the reign of real and
complete democracy in every sphere of life. 1t will take over the
means of production, expand and coordinate them in a planned
economy, and create the conditions for permanent prosperity.
It will end the rule of coupon-clippers and put the former
capitalists to work at honest toil. Its victory will bring peace
and harmony to the United States hy doing away with the
material cause of class divisions and therefore of class conflicts.
The victory of socialism in the most powerful country will
serve as an inspiring example to be quickly followed by the
rest of the world.

Only a Workers and Farmers Government can re-organize
our crumbling society on a rational basis and bring that new
birth of freedom and prosperity which is socialism.

Only a Workers and Farmers Government bfedged to
irreconcilable opposition to every vestige of monopoly capitalism
can prevent a Third World War.

The program, the platform, the policies and the methods
which we advocate will be realized through the formation of a
great independent party, led and organized by the working
class, including all those tens of millions whose basic hostility
to capitalism need only this leadership to achieve full con-
sciousness and resolute action. Such a party, embracing the
productive, social and political activity of the vast majority of
the nation, is today the guarantee of democracy. By its mere
existence it will be an invincible safeguard against totalitarianism
in any shape or form. ;

The platform of the Socialist Workers Party is
not designed to patch up the dying capitalist system,
but to protect the interests of the toilers against the
brutal aggressions of their capitalist enemies. It is
an election platform, to be supported by the ballot
on election day, but it is more than that — it is also
a program of action to unite and guide the struggles
of the workers on a year-round basis. Its effective-
ness depends not only on the support it receives in
Congress and other legislative bodies, but even more
on the extent to which it receives support from the
masses in their daily struggles in the factories, in the
unions, ete. Its aim is to organize and mobilize the
working people for the part they are destined to play

in the march to a better world.
In line with these fundamental objectives, the Socialist
Workers Party advocates the following platform. *

1. Foreign Policy
[t is necessary to take the war-making powers out of the
hands of Congress! Let the people vote through nation-wide

THE TWO AMERICAS

(Continued from page 1)

Assure freedom and democratic rights-to all, not forgetting
those whq are denied any semblance of them now.

Call back the truculant admirals from the seven seas—and
ground the airplanes with their dangling bombs.

Hold out the hand of friendship and comradely help to the
oppressed. and hungry people in the world.

These people don't want to fight anybody.

They only want to live.

There are two billion people in the world—and more than
half of them don’t get enough to eat. N

These people should be helped—not threatened, not driven
back ifito slavery, under the social system that has kept half
of them hungry all their lives.

It is well to recall now that America was born of revolution
in 1776—and secured its unity as a nation through another
revolution—the Civil War—which smashed the abomination of
chattel slavery in the process.

Our great, rich, wonderful country was once the light and
the hope of the world.

But our America.has fallen into the hands of a small, selfish
group—who are trying to dominate the world—and to set up a
police state at home,

These Wall Street money sharks are just as foreign to the
real America as were the despots who ruled the land before the
revolution of 1776.

They are just as foreign as were the traffickers in human
flesh and blood—the slave owners—whose power was broken
by the Civil War—the blessed second American Revolution.

These imperialist rulers of America are the worst enemies
of the American people. '

American democracy, under their rule, is slipping away.
The fear that oppressed Mark Twain, the fear that America
would lose its democracy, is steadily becoming a reality before
our eyes.

The Taft-Hartley law is but the most recent instance of this
ominous trend.

The divine right of kings has reappeared in America—
disguised as the divine right of judges to issue injunctions and
levy fines against labor organizations.

Only three years have passed since the imperialists finished
the last slaughter.

And now they are drafting the youth for another.

Militarism is becoming entrenched in America.

Militarism — so long synonomous with goose-stepping

Pryssianism—is now to be made synonomous with Americanism,
if Big Business has its way.

A large section of the sturdy immigrants who helped to
build this country came here to escape militarism.

Now their grandsons face the same brutal regimentation
here.

All this is part and parcel of the development of capitalism
—the system which puts profits above all other considerations

The capitalist system of economy has long outlived its
usefulness.

Capitalism offers no future to the people but depressions,
imperialist wars, fascism, universal violence and a final plunge
into barbarism.

To avoid such a fate, the workers of the United States must
go into politics on their own account independent of all capitalist
politics. They must take power, establish a Workers and FFarm-
ers Government, and reorganize the economy of the country on
a socialist basis.

Socialist economy in the United States, eliminating capital-
ist wars, profits and waste, will be so productive as to ensure
a tich living for all who are willing and able to work, and
provide security and ample means for the aged and infirm,

We should also help the hungry people of the world to
improve their standard of life.

Socialist America will rapidly make that possible by helping
them to secure their own freedom and develop their own economy.

Eventually, the economy of the entire world will be united
and planned on a socialist basis.

This will bring universal peace—and undreamed of abun-
dance for all people everywhere.

The real upward march of humanity will begin.

The American working class can open up the way to this
new world.

They arg the majority.

They have the power in America.

All that is necessary is for the working class to understand
it—and to use it.

We firmly believe they will do so.

We firmly believe that the real America—the America of
the workers—the people—will help to save the world by saving
herself.

We, the American Trotskyists—We, the National Conven-
tion of the Socialist Workers Party, summon our America to her
great destiny—not as the conqueror—but as the liberator of

the world.

referendum on the questions of war cr peace! No secret diplo-
macy! Withdraw all troops from foreign soil! For the complete
independence of the colonial peoples! No confidence whatever
in the United Nations, dominated by despots of every variety
and designed to spread the illusion that peace is possible under
capitalism! Full solidarity with the revolutionary struggles of
workers and farmers in all lands—those dominated by American
imperialism as well as those dominated by reactionary Stalin-
ism! FFor the Socialist United States of the World!

2. Labor's Standards of Living

For the inclusion in all union contracts of an escalator
clause (also known as the sliding scale of wages or automatic
cost-of-living bonus) to meet the rising cost of living, with the
safeguard that wages shall not fall below the basic rates establish-
ed in the contract! For the application of this principle to
wages of all government employes, veterans’ allotments, old
age allowances, old age pensions and social security. For the
establishment of price control, to be regulated and enforced by
mass consumers committees composed of/ housewives unionists
working farmers and small shopkeepers! For the 6-hour day,
30-hour week, with no reduction in pay! For unemploymen’
insurance equal to trade union wages!

3. Labor and Civil Rights

~ Repeal the Taft-Hartley Act! No government interferencc
in union affairs! No restrictions on the right to organize, strike
and picket! No compulsory arbitration! Repeal all anti-labor
laws! Down with government by injunction! '

An end to red-baiting, witch hunts and political persecu-
tion! "Withdraw the “subversive” blacklists used for political
persecution of government and other employes! Abolish the
House Committee on Un-American Activities! Defeat the Mund!
Bill and all other measures to totalitarianize American politics!
Liberalize the election laws which discriminate against minority
parties through excessive petition requirements and subject them
to arbitrary exclusion from the ballot! Old enough to be drafted
old enough to vote! Safeguard and extend the Bill of Rights!

4. Rights of Minority Groups

Smash the Jim Crow system! Full economic, political an
social equality for the Negro people and other minorities! Pass
and enforce legislation to punish lynching, abolish the poll tax
establish a Fair Employment Practices Committee with power
to root out discriminatory practices, eliminate segregation
wherever it_exists! Combat anti-Semitism in all its forms! Wipc
out discriminatory immigration policies and open the doors of
the U.S. to refugees! Unite the workers of all races for the
common struggle against their exploiters! :

5. Farm Policy
Establish a federal farm program to guarantee the cost of
production to working farmers and operated under the control

of their own representatives! Expand rural electrification! No
limitation on crops! A federal program for soil conservation and
flood control! No taxes on savings of cooperatives! A federal
ban on all speculation in farm commodities! Abolish share-
cropping and landlordism! The land to those who work:it!

6. Military Policy

Against a permancnt conscript army! It is necessary to
establish a system of military training, financed and equipped
by the government, but operating under the control and discipline
of the trade union movement! Abolish the officer caste system
in the armed forces! Full democratic rights for the ranks in all
the services, including their right to participate in politics and
public life, to elect their own officers, to organize along union
lines and engage in collective bargaining! Abolish race segra-
tion in the armed forces! Trade union wages for the servicemen!

7. Housing

The federal government must be forced to declare a state
of national housing emergency, and to initiate a1 program to
erect 25 million permanent, low-cost, low-rent housing units!
Nationalize and operate under workers’ control all the feeder
industries which provide building materials! Operate this housing
program through a government planning board composed of
outstanding architects, engineers and representatives of the
warkers in the building trades! Finance this housing program
by diverting the billions now being expended for war prepara-
tions! Homes, not atom bombs! Clear the slums! Restore rent
control, under the supervision of tenants committees!

8. Taxation

Repeal all payroll taxes! Abolish all sales taxes! No taxes
on incomes under $5,000 a year! A 100% tax on incomes over
$25,000 a vear! Tax the rich, not the poor!

9. Government Ownership of Industry
Nationalize the basic industries, all war plants, and natural
resources and operate them in the interests of the producers and
consumers by democratically-elected committees of workers and
technicians! Nationalize the banks! Institute a planned economy
of abundance, based on production for use. not for private

profit!
10. Independent Political Action

[.abor must break all ties with the capitalist parties—Demo-
cratic, Republican, Wallaceite! For an independent lLabor Party,
based on the trade unions and embracing the working farmers,
Negroes and veterans!

For a United Labor Conference, with representa-

tion from all unions, to launch labor’s own party and
run labor’s own candidates for office! For a Workers

and Farmers Government!

“Our party didn't sell out, didn’t lie. We told the truth. That is why we are being railroad-
ed to prison.” James P. Cannon, national Secretary of the SWP, said these words when this pic-

ture was made on Dec. 26, 1943, at the farewell banquet for him

Socialist Workers Party railroaded to jail for opposing the Second imperialist World War.
Seated beside him is Farrell Dobbs, also sent to jail, who is today running for president of the

United States on the SWP ticket.

Greetings and
Messages of the
SWP Convention

To Natalia Trotsky Sedoy
The Thirteenth National
Convention of the Socialist
Workers Party sends you fra-
ternal greetings. We are proud
to inform you that the Con-
vention has unanimously nom-
inated Farrell Dobbs as candi-
date for President and Grace
Carlson for Vice-President of
the United States. This presi-
dential campaign enables us
for the first time to carry out
on a national scale our pledge
to bring to the workers, work-
ing farmers, the Negroes and
all the oppressed layers of the
population, including women
and the youth, those liberating
ideas of Socialism for which
our martyred leader, Leon
Trotsky, fought so unswerv-
ingly all of his conscious life.
* % *x

RESOLUTION ON
ARRANGEMENTS

The 13th National Conven-
tion of the Socialist Workers
Party expresses its apprecia-
tion to the New York Local
for its splendid work in organ-
izing the practical details of
the convention. The thorough-
ness of the arrangements com-~
mittee in taking care of hous-
ing, socials, decorations, com-
mittee rooms, panels, and all
the difficult tasks, has helped
to make this 5-day convention
one of the most efficient and
successful in the history of our
party.

The New York Local and its
arrangements committee have
thereby set a model for our
whole party to follow in the
presidential campaign period
now before us.

and 17 other members of the

Summary of Trade Union Report

The Socialist Workers Party| thirteen years ago, Comrade

-
o=

pendages of the imperialist state,”
Comrade Frank pointed out. The

has deep roots inside the labor
movement, its members are close-
ly integrated in basic industries,
its prestige is growing while that
of rival political parties in labor's
ranks, the Stalinists in particu-
lar, is waning. All this found a
clear expression in the course of
the Thirteenth National Conven-
tion of the SWP,

It was brought out forcefully
in the trade union resolution,
“Trade Unions Today and SWP
Tasks,” in the able report of
Comrade E. R. Frank, in the
thorough discussion that followed
on the floor, and in the various
{rade union panels — on auto,
rubber, steel, maritime and
cthers — that took place in the
cvening sessions,

In briefly outlining the course
of events inside the labor move-

ment since the birth of the CIO

Frank showed how throughout
this period, virtually everything
bas resolved around the central
and still unresolved task of build-
ing a genuine left-wing leader-
ship in the unions.

This complicated and difficult
task assumes special urgency in
the face of the growing integra-
tion of the labor bureaucracy
with the capitalist state, in the
face of the latter’s anti-labor of-
fensive, its rule by court injunc-
tions, its red-baiting campaigns,
its drive to militarize the country,
to drag down living standards.

In the face of the tasks that
face labor today, the ‘labor
statesmen” who played such a
shabby role in the past are bank-
rupt. Their program is that of
throttling the membership, drain-
ing the unions of their independ-
ence and reducing them to ap-

workers will never accept all
this docilely.

Above all, they will tend to
resist the policy of the top union
officialdom in blocking labor's
road to independent political ac-
tion. The politicalization of Am-
erican labor is the inescapable
outcome of the erisis now convuls-
ing the unions. This trend will
deepen with the coming labor
struggles which loom on the
horizon.

It is within this setting that
ihe nascent left wing in the
unions will grow, will be forged
and prepared to assume the lead-
eiship. It is within this setting
that the ideas of the Socialist
Workers Party will obtain the

widest hearing and more big

gains in the days dhead.

ST. PAUL SWP
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TROTSKY

necessary to prepare.”

“In the last analysis, all'the problems of our planet will be
decided upon American soil, There is much in favor of the idea
that from the standpoint of revolutionary order, Europe and the
East stand ahead of the United States. But a course of events
is possible in which this order might be -broken in favor of the
proletariat of the United States. .. We must not for a min-
ute lose sight of the fact that the might of American capital-
ism rests more and more upon a foundation of world economy
with its contradictions and crises, military and revolutionary.
This means that a social erisis in the United States may ar-
rive a good deal sooner than many think, and have a feverish
development from the beginning. Hence the conclusion: It is

—LEON TROTSKY, 1929

The Only Road

For Yugoslavia

It is clear beyond the shadow of a doubt
that there is an irreparable breach between
the Tito-dominated Yugoslavian government
and the Yugoslav Communist Party on the
one side and the IKremlin despots and their
international political machine, the .Comin-
form, on the other. As this conflict extends
and deepens, it destroys, in passing, myths
concerning the nature of Stalinism—its al-
leged invincible power, its alleged stability
and so on.

One myth spread by both the Kremlin and
Washington, and all their conscious or uncon-
scious agents in the ranks of the labor move-
ment, already lies shattered beyond repair.
This is the myth that the only choice for all
peoples today is the choice between Stalinism
and “democratic” capitalism.

The people of Yugoslavia are now in a posi-
tion where they can strike out on the road of
socialism. And as a matter of fact, this is
the only road for,them, if they are to safe-
guard their independence, let alone their op-
po,rtunities for progress. ‘

There -are many important questions con-
nected with the Yugoslav events. But the as-
pect that looms-abov€ all. others is the strug-
gle for the independence of a workers’ and
peasants’ Yugoslavia against Washington on
the one side and Moscow on the other.

This has acquired burning timeliness be-

cause-of-the ‘open” breach T the-ranks of - tire - -

international Stalinist machine. And for this
very reason the Yugoslav question can in the
next period play a central role not alone in
the life of Eastern Europe but of the whole
world.

The two major enemies of the independence
struggle of the Yugoslav peoples are Washing-
ton and Moscow.

American imperialism is the deadly oppo-
nent of real independence of all European
peoples, including Yugoslavia. The Yugoslav
workers and peasants, who have in the main
broken wtih capitalism, will find all their
aspirations for independence and progress
trampled ruthlessly underfoot the- moment
that Washington is able directly or indircct-.
ly to impose its will and policies on their
country.

As for the hacks of the Cominform, they are
now all shrieking that by refusing to obey
the dictates of the Kremlin and its Comin-
form, Tito has betrayed Yugoslavia to Wash-
ington. But this is oply a typical Stalinist
falsehood. We would be the last to deny that
Tito and his friends are fully capable of sell-
ing themselves and selling out tie country
to the American imperialists. But the fact
remains that they have not yet done so.

It is equally false to talk as if Tito and
his friends are completely free agents. They
are very powerful in Yugoslavia, of course.
But they know that an orientation towards
Washington would spell the full restoration
of capitalism in Yugoslavia and this can be
accomplished only after a bitter struggle,
only by crushing the very same forces in the
working class and the peasantry upon whom
Tito’s regime itself now rests.

Neither is Wall Street entirely free to im-
pose its will on Yugoslavia. Any open move
in this direction on the part of Washington
would provoke a storm of resistance not only
in Yugoslavia but in the rest of Europe, and
even throughout the world. Tito’s regime thus
has a certain amount of room.to manuever
not only against the’masses at home but also
with respect to both the Kremlin and Wash-
ington. Naturally this is a highly unstable
and temporary situation, The moment of de-
cision cannot be postponed indefinitely.

The other major opponent of the independ-
ence of Yugoslavia—the Kremlin oligarchy—
views Yugoslavia as just another administra-
tive division within the framework of the
Soviet economic set-up and just another So-
viet military base. They seek to strangle and
plunder the people of Yugoslavia, just as they
do inside the USSR itself. It means exactly
nothing to Stalin and his henchmen, if in the
process they trample not only on the needs
and.interests of the Yugoslav people but also
the most deeply-rooted Yugoslav national as-

" pirations. -

But Tito and his group are driven to take

-all this into account, as their own position

and privileges inside Yugoslavia are direct-
ly involved. And now that they have come
into open collision with Stalin, their own
heads are at stake. *

The Kremlin is applying economic pres-
sure in order to crush Yugoslav resistance.
It is already cutting off not only Soviet im-
ports and exports but also the foreign trade
of Yugoslavia with other countries in the
Soviet “sphere of influence.” Such measures
will have profound repercussions far beyond
the borders of Yugoslavia, They must ulti-
mately produce results that will, among other
things, still further expose Stalinism as the
enemy of all peoples, including the Yugoslavs.

The case of Yugoslavia is a living proof
of the abyss between Leninism and Stalinism.
Lenin’s constitution guaranteed to the com-
ponent Soviet federated peoples the right of
self-determination, that is, the right to sep-
aration, if they so desired. Under his regime,
the separate' nationalities were granted the
fullest measure of autonomous rights and
concessions.

Under Stalin, the Soviet regime has be-
come the mortal foe of independence of the
nationalities and tramples on their rights.

The whole world, including the peoples of
Eastern Europe and Stalinist-influenced work-
ers everywhere, is now able to see this. In

Yugoslavia Stalin refuses. to make any.con-.

cessions even' to a section of his own bureauc-
racy, let alone the Yugoslav people them-
selves. Stalinist brutality toward Yugoslavia
will help strip all the veils from Kremlin
policies in the Ukraine, in the Caucasus and
all other so-called “autonomous” republics of
the USSR, where the purges have literally
never ceased.

The native bureaucracies there also could
not help coming into conflict with the Krem-
lin, but they did not have the power to resist
that is afforded to the Tito regime in Yugo-
slavia.\ That is why it appeared as if the
Kremlin could do anything and everything it
pleased, under all conditions, any time, any-
where.

It took only a certain alteration of condi-
tions—the extension of Stalinist power beyond
the original "Soviet frontiers—for the class
struggle, which Stalin seemed so free to flaunt
and cheat, to erupt into the open. Ironically
enough, history has dealt Stalin the most
damaging blow he has yet personally experi-
enced in a country which seemed to be the
most secure Within the Soviet “sphere.” What
seemed to be the strongest link in the Stalin-
ist chain of political organizations abroad,
proved to be the weakest so far as the Kremlin
itself was concerned.

Many superficial cbservers, along with a
whole coterie of tired ex-radicals, became so
impressed with Stalin’s temporary successes
in cheating history that they hastened to con-
clude that Stalinism had cancelled out the
class struggle, or in any case had drastically
altered all its'laws. Each in his own way, they
all declared Marxism “outmoded”—construct-
ing new “theories” as absurd and reaction-
ary as the entire Stalinist system of ideas
itself.

But Stalinism—as the Yugoslav events elo-
quently reiterate—does not stand above the
class struggle and the laws of capitalist so-
ciety as discovered by Marx, nor can it™can-
cel thetn out. For a brief historical period,
Stalinism has been able to fasten itself on the
working class because of its usurped prestige
and the tempdrary decline of working class
revolutionary initiative. But with the first
massive upsurge, it is destined to crack wide
open and then disappear. The first time the
masses are offered a practical alternative, they
will surge forward against capitalism under
non-Stalinist, genuinely socialist auspices.

All it took to permit the class struggle to
assert jtself was for a section of the Stalin-
ist bureaucracy to refuse to follow blindly
the Kremlin’s dictates. The chain of events
now unfolding in Yugoslavia started with
this. But it cannot end here, The independ-
ence of Yugoslavia is now the central issue
confronting her people. They can guarantee
it only as a free and independent Workers’
and Peasants’ Socialist Yugoslavia.

Page Three

From the flood of apprecia-
tions, criticisms and inquiries
coming into our office in re-
sponse to the SWP convention
broadcasts, we are printing these
excerpts of a number of the let-
ters — Ed.

FROM FLUSHING, N. Y.

Having heard the acceptance
addresses of both your presiden-
tial and vice-presidential cand-
idates, I was much impressed with
the truth of what they said and
am enthusiastic about the new
perspective your program would
lend to our past fumbling with
such explosive world problems.
Please send me copies of these
speeches.

W.M.D.

* k%

FROM NEW YORK CITY

[t is no wonder that we get
nowhere. The Socialist Party, the
Socialist Labor Party, and now
the Socialist Workers Party.
What is the difference between
work and labor? I like to see
Unity. Get together, Boys.

N.D.

R

FROM NEW YORK CITY
You may call yourselves Social-
ists, but your principles are
communistic and God pity Amer-
ica if the ignorant people follow
vou. If it wasn’t for the rich you
wouldn’t be working. 1 am a
worker but a thinker and T know
how rotten your ideas are. No
one wants war but the only safe
way not to have it is for America
to be strong., You people are
crazy.,
Mrs. R.G.M.

*x X %

ROM WARREN, OHIO

We listened to you. . .and are
going to listen again tomorrow.
Bravo! I like your philosophy.

I heard John Nesbitt tell of
Tom Paine's (of revolutionary
fame) trip to jail for pamphlets
against Geo. 1II, this morning.
This evening I remember days in
the W. Va. mountains, hearken-
ing to your voice again, and heay-
ing you term the modern day
kypocrites fakers.

L.C.M.

¥ 2 %

TFROM APPLETON, WISC, *'

We heard your speech over the
radio last nite. We admired your
fearlessness of expression on our
present day economic problems,
Would you please forward copy
of this speech of July 2. ’

Mrs. L.D.

*x X Xk

FROM NEW YORK CITY

This evening I listened care-
fully to the speeches of your two
candidates. I think I have never
heard anything so absolutely
stupid. I have been a worker all
my life and I am thankful that
there are capitalists who have
made it possible for me to re-
ceive a recompense for my work.

L.S.

* % X

FROM WHIPPLE, ARIZ.

Please send me copy of radio
broadcast by your Mr. Dobbs.
God forbid we have another
dose of Pendergrast and Truman,
for hypocrisy and double erossing
we have lo find his equal in
history, except the Great Human-
traitor Roogevelt, who is not yet
half-exposed. Anything for a
change.
M.P.S.
*ox oW .

FROM LONG BEACH, CALIF.

Caught your radio speech —
I'm still holding my nose! How-
ever, if you keep it up, you may
poll a few hundred votes. '

Your story is older than time
itself. It is true, mankind in
general is subject to much re-
torm. However, to place that re-
form into the hands of soap box
orators would not ameliorate con-
ditions one iota.

Isn't it better to retain the
freedom of will than submit to
dictatorship and become a robot?

\ J.C.

x N &
FROM ALHAMBRA, CALIF.

Please send me the speech by
Mr, J. P. Cannon that was broad-
cast. T am very much interested.

Mrs. H.O.

M X

FROM MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.

This country has been doing
fine for the past two hundred
vears and we don't need your
gang of soap box orators — now
or ever,

25 Progressive Citizens Club
Members of Minnesota
* & ¥

FROM LOS ANGELES, CALIF.

Please mail to my address one
copy of Platform of Cannon,
Pobbs and Carlson’s speeches. If
vou could spare % doz. ¢opies of
each T would hand them around
to my friends. I think as you
think and have for some time
that our economy must and will
tbe managed in the interests of

the people who produce in place

Enthusiastic Letters Come in Flood
From Listeners to SW P Broadcasts

of those who profit, But when in 2
Heaven’s name will it be done?'
Not'till another erash I presume, |
cven if then. The ten years of
depression during the thirties and
two world wars seems to have
taught them but little. Some of
the worst legislators in Congress
have now been reelected.
However, men with the Holy
Light
Must work on, and on, and on.
Till retreat of the awful night.
And the break of a glorious
Dawn.
Former member of California
Legislature
O

FROM LA CANADA, CALIF.
Would you kindly send me a

few pamphlets concerning the

breakdown of the capitalistic
system.

AW.L.

» % % i

FROM BOONTON, N.J.

Listened to your rally over the
1adio and being an old S.L.P.
member was interested. Was &
member of Section Yonkers, back
around 1908, This section was
expelled, but for what reason 'l
never could find out, having been
in Chicago for sometime when it
liappened and not a member 4t
the time. Having been out &f
touch with the party, was sur-
prised to learn this was your
13th cenvention.

Your presidential candidates
speech was so clearly class con-
scious that I'm wondering if
perhaps the Socialist Workers
Party are not an off-shoot of the
S.L.P. Would be interested to
hear from you.

C.N.

L

FROM LOS ANGELES, CALIF.

It was very inspiring to me
who has been interested in sogial-
ism for many years and I desire
the copies requested for some of
my more capitalistic-minded
friends.

My wife is the youngest
daughter of George Koop, famous
socialist - of Illinois, who passed
on several vears ago,

A.F.C.
X T oM
FROM LOS ANGELES, CALIF.

We listened over the radio to
the speech made by ‘Mr. James
F. Cannon at your convention
last night and marvelled that he
was permitted to deliver it over
the radio — it was so much the
tiuth. We concur with Mr. Can-
non’s statements that this is no
longer a day of freedom of speech,
or freedom of anything for that
matter,

May you be able to reach the
reople and jar their lethargy, or
tend to open their “hood-winked”
eyes before things get so far-
gone that nobody can do anything
for anybody, .

R.H.B.
x = %

FROM OAKMONT, PA.

I would be very much delighted
if you:would send me the speech
by one of the members of the
Socialist Workers Party that
was broadcast over the radioc on
the eve of July 1. He was sensa-
tional, the best I've ever heard.

Miss G.L.U.

x4 %

FROM PHILADELPHIA, PA.

Heard your speech last night
and was silently cheering while
listening to it.
| Please send me all available
 literature and also I would like to
'extend my gervices to yow, if I
cculd be of some help in your
forthcoming eampaign.

Mrs, L.Z.

L I

FROM BROOKLYN, N.Y.

I will be deeply grateful if you
will send me a seript of Mr. Can-
non’s speech broadeast on July 1.

I heard with deep interest what
your party’s intentions are for
the campaign and would appre-
ciate if you sent me a platform of
your party.

B.L.

x & %

FROM CLEVELAND, OHIO.

I would greatly appreciate a
copy of your broadcast of July 3.
It certainly was a revealing
summarization of the various
governmental policies and their
consequences. ) '

P.H.

* & %
FROM BROOKLYN, N.Y.

Kindly send me a copy of Mr.
Cannon’s speech at the Socialist
Workers Party convention. . .I
enjoyed listening to him immense-
ly. I would likeé to know in ad-
vance when I can tune in to sonie
more socialist speeches.

Wishing you the best of luck.

J.H.C.

® ¥ R °

FROM PHILADELPHIA, PA.

Just by chance I turned my
dial on my radio to your conven-
tion last Saturday night. I sde
eve to eye with Mr, Dobbs. I
would appreciate it if you would
send me a copy of his speech that
he made. I would also like a

Vice-Presidential Candidate on Picket Line

Grace Carlsen didn’t become an advocate for workers rights just for the purposes of an elece
tion ¢ampaign, as is usually the case with vice- presidential and presidential candidates. Here she
is showh walking the picket line with St. Paul, Minn. teachers when they staged the largest teachs
érs strike in history in November 1946,

hutton or so to wear if your party
kas any, Would you kindly let me
know where in Philadelphia I can
contact your party as I have
been an independent voter for
ten years.

T.M.

* Lo I

FROM CULVYER CITY, CALIF,

1 was interested in the talks
given this morning on the radio
by your presidential and vice-
presidential nominees and would
like to have copies of the talks
if T may,

I listened to several of vour
cenvention broadcasts  and was
impressed by the ideas expressed
and by the enthusiasm with which
they were delivered and received.

Mrs. R.F.

T % K

FROM NEW YORK CITY
Please send me a copy of the
addresses by your presidential
end vice-presidential ecandidates
which [ heard by radio this after-
noon if you have any for distribu-
tion. 1 thought they were pretty
zood.
V.A.D.

* k%

FROM MONTGOMERY, ALA.
1 am deeply interested in the

work that you are doing to maké |

America a decent place in which
to live. Will you please send me
2 copy of the speeches made by
the presidential candidates of the
Socialist Workers Party.

Keep up thé good work and
some day the dream of a decent
Ameriea will come trire.

N.H.J.

* A %

FROM PRIEST RIVER, IDAHO.

Please send me copies of your
presidential and vice-presidential
speeches delivered on July 3. If
possible I would like to have
extra copies to give to others.
While living in Seattle 1 read
your literature which 1 obtained
from a friend. I am an employee
of the Boeing Airplane eompany,
a member of the striking union.
Since the strike I have been here
in Idaho and as a result have not
been able to obtain your litera-
ture.

G.E.B.

*x X X

FROM DES PLAINES, ILL.

I have been fighting for your
and my cause for the last 40
years. I have just heard the
speech by presidential candidate
for Soeialist Workers Party over
Chicago station WENR.

Mr. Dobbs speech is too good
t+, let fade into oblivion. 1 want a
copy of his speech. It was grand.
Thanks a million. Thank God
there is someone still keeping the
fires burning for workers’ free-
dom.

. CG.T.

*x ok Xk

FROM UNIVERSITY CITY, MO.
After hearing your program on
Saturday, July 3, I was very ex-
eited ever your views, I am very
irterested in your viéwpoint.
Please send me a copy of all the
speeches that were given. Rush

this order as fast as possible.
B.G.

E IR I

FROM LOS ANGELES, CALIF,
After having heard your na-
tional convention broadeast by
the American Broadeasting Com-
pany, I feel well behooved to re-
quest whatever literature you
might have at yous digposal to-
gether with a copy of the speech
which wds formally deélivered to

the convention by ycur candidate
for the presidency of the United
States.

I can unhesitatingly remark
that T should question the inte-
grity of anyone who should doubt
the sincerity of your unbridled,
tvnequalled enthusiasm.

EE.T.

LA

FROM DUBUQUE, IOWA.

I listened to the Socialist Work-
ers Party program on the radio.
1 am very proud. Will you please
send me a copy.

C.M.
P
‘ROM LOS ANGELES, CALIF.
Been socialist dll my life. This
is the fjrst time I heard it ex-
plained so clearly, and T am 81
yvears alive in this U.S.A.
A.S.

EEE 9y
FROM NEVADA, MISSOURL
I am very much interested in

your party after hearing your
vice-presidential nomineeé speak
over radio last night. T didn't

know that there was any party
existing that stood for peace. 1
would like to have full particu-
iurs about your party. Also some
campaign buttons and stickers if
you have any to spare,

N.R.F.

LR

Demands Opening
Of U. S. Doors

Editor:

During the war, Roosevelt
refused to have the quota laws
changed to provide a refuge here
for the European Jews., The
Jewish people, however, were so
blinded by Roosevelt’s demagogy
that it was not possible to reach
them with any program opposed
to his policy. They would not
heed our slogan demanding that
the persecuted victims of fascism
be permitted to enter the United
States.

At the present time, three
vears after the end of the war, a
bill which blatantly demonstrates

the anti-Semitism of the repre-
sentatives of the United States
zovernment, proposes to exclude
almost all the Jews in the dige
placed persons camps. It would
perm t only 200,000 of the 800,000
displaced persons to he eligible
for entry, and this eligibility is
by mo means a guarantee that
they will be permitted to come
lere. )
The Jews must accept as &
challenge this latest anti-Semitic
move on the part of a ruling
zovernment _ body. They must
valiy around them all the op-
oressed masses of people @nd
fight 10 a fin'sh against all forms
of dicerimination. u
Disillusioned at the end of the

‘war with the exposure of the war

propaganda as lies, the Jews were
mobilized around the Zionist call
for a Jewish state. But that’is
not the answer to the problem
of he Jews.
In voluntarily segregating them-
selves, the Jews acknowledge
Hitler’'s contention that they
cannot be assimilated in Europe
or America. In herding them-
selves into a Palestinian Ghetto,
they face almost certain ex-
termination by the Arabs under
the aegis of British Imperialism,
However, what must be made
clear is that it is not only British
Imperialism which is responsible
for this, but the United States
as well, which by its policy of
excluding the Jews, permits them
no other course than to go ‘to
Palestine. )
This the Jews must understand,
America’s role must be exposed.
It is against their own govern-
ment that their fight must be
conducted. Let the American Jews
fearn the lesson of the European
Jews under the fascist regimes—
who, submitt'ng without a fight,
were decimated—and demand an
end to all discriminatory laws
against any race or color, ahd
that the doors of the United
States be opened to the home-
iess, .
Edith Schapire
New York City

" Activities of ‘Militant’ Readers and the

SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY

AKRON—¢ So. Howard St., 2nd fl. Mon,
through Fri., 7 to § p. m.;: Brahch meet-
ing every Thurs, 8 p.m.

BALTIMORE—1121 E. Baltimore 8t.,
Phone Wolfe 1753J, Dally 9 a.m.
0. Coover Sr.,
INTERNATIONAL on gale.

BOSTON—20 Stuart 8¢., Sat,, 1-5 p. m,,
Tues,; 7:30-0:30 p. m.

BUFFALO—Militant Forurm, 829 Main
St., 2na fl. Phone MAdison 3960. Every
afternoon  excapt Sun.

CHICAGO—T77T W, Adams (corner Hal-
sted). Phone DEArborn 4767, Dally except
Sun., 1t a. m-5 p. m. Library, book-
store,

CLEVELAND—litart Forum, Sun.,
8:30 p. m., Peck’s ITall, 1440 B. 82nd St.
foft Wade Park Ave.). °

DETROIT—6108 Linwood Ave. Phone
TY 7-6267. Mon. through Sat., 12-5 p, m.

FLINT—215 E. Ninth St. Dally 7-0
p. m, Open house, Sat, eve. Forum, Sun,
eve.

I0S ANGELES—Militant Publ. Asan,
Bw%(;m 201, 124°W. 6th St. Phone VAndyke

SBAN PEDRO—Militant, 1008 S. Pacific

Roorm 214,

WATTS—Miiftant, 1720 E. 87th 8t.
LYNYN, (Mass.)—44 Central Sq.,, Rm.
11, Sat. 1-5 p. m. Discussion, Tues.,
7:30 p. m,

MILWAUKEE—MIl{tant Bookshop, 608
S. Gth St. Mon. through Fri., 7:30-9:30
p. m, Phono Blloadway 9045,

MINNEAPOLIS—10 So. 4th 3t. Phone
Main 7781. Dally exXeépt Sun,, 10 &, m.-
6 p. m. Library, bookstére.

NEW BRITAIN, (Conn.)—Militant Dis-
cussion Group every Fri. 7:30 p.m. Mili-
tant Labor Ciub, 1653 Main St, (next to
Strand Theatre).

NEW HAVEN — Labor School, 855
Grand-Ave,; 3rd fl., Tuee 8-10:80 p, Wi

NEWARK—423 Springfield Ave, Phone
Blgelow 3-2374.. Reading woom. Open
dally, 12-4 and 7-10 p.m.

NEW YORK CITY (Hq.)—118 Univers-
ity Pl Phone GR, 05-8149.

EAST STDRE—251 E. Houston 8t. 1st @1,

TMARLEM-103 '.v, 110 St., Rm. 23
Phone MO, 2-1866, Open discusslon,
Thur., 8 p. m.

BRONX—1034 Prospect Ave., 1st f1.
Phone LU, 0-0101.

BROOKLYN—435 Fulton 8St. Phone
8T. 3-7433,

CHELSEA—130 W. 23rd St. Phone
CH. 2-9134. -

OAKLAND (Cal)—Write P. O, Box
1351, Oakland 4.

PHILADELPHIA — 1303-05 W, Girard
Ave,, 2ng fl, VFhone Stevenson 45820,
Open dally. Forum, Fri., 8 p. m,

PITTSBURGH—--1418 FIfth Ave., 2nd.fl.
Open meotings, 1st & 3rd Sun., 8:80
p. m. Marxist Study Class, Thur, -8
p. m. {

SAN DIEGO (Cal) — For inform:
write P. O. Box 88)7 ¥ “Qon

SAN FRANCISCO—U% Fillmore Ave,
4th 1, Phone FI. ¢-0410. :exdp'
Sun,, 12-4:30 p. m. b=~ L] y

SEATTLE—Maynard Bldg., 1st Ay »
South & Washington, Phone Main 9
Mon. through Sat.,, 12-3 p. m. Brafioh
meeting, Fri., 8 p. m: Library, bookstdre,

ST. LOUIS—10238 N. Grand Blvd., Bm.
312. Forum, Thurs., 7-830-10 p, m, ¢

8T. PAUL—540 Cedar St. Phone Gar«
tield 1137. Open daily. Bookstore. ¢

TACOMA (Wash.)—Write 'P. O.
1070. Meeting, Wed., 8 p, m., Odd Fellow
Hall, 6th & Fawestt. . 3
. TOLEDO — 113 8t, Clair St., 2nd fl,
owguﬁgﬁiowx

Y ; — 115 H. Federal |
Rm. 302, Phone 3-18616a Wed,, N .'“.
1:80 to 4 o, My
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Radio Talks of Dobbs and Carlson

""For a Workers and |

Farmers Government”’

The following is the acceptance speech of Farrell Dobbs after his nomination as presidential can-
didate by the Socialist Workers Party, delivered over the national radio network of the Mutual Broad-

casting System on Friday evening, July 2, 1948.

*

Comrade chairman and delegates.

I accept the nomination as the first presidential
candidate of the Socialist Workers Party, tendered
to me by this convention. I thank you for honor-
ing me with your confidence.

We enter the battle for the presidency in a
period of grave economic and political crisis. A
crisis as vital in its consequences to the American
people as that which confronted our forefathers
172 years ago,

Before the Declaration of Independence was
proclaimed, the American people lived under the
tyranny of the British lords of trade and their
political agent, King George. That tyranny was
smashed by revolutionary struggle at Bunker Hill
and Valley Forge. And the United States leaped
forward to achieve the greatest capacity for pro-

duction of any nation on earth. N

Now a new set of tyrants — the monopoly cor-
porations and banking syndicates—have fastened
themselves upon the American people. Under
their rule, want and fear stalk through the land.

Food and clothing cost a king’s ransom. Hous-
ing conditions are a national scandal.

Negroes and other minorities are subjected to
cruel persecution, The foreign born are hounded
—unless they happen to be unemployed kings, or
fascists who were run out of their native land.

Bitter Fruits of Capitalism

For the unions, monopoly capithlism has pro-
vided a slave lahor law, the Taft-Hartley Act.
Government strikebreaking has become routine
procedure in every labor controversy.

Witch hunts against political minorities are
conducted by the government. Scientists are sub-
jected to military regimentation. The proposed
Mundt bill threatens to establish thought control.
These are ominous steps in the direction of a
police state.

Another long stride toward a military and po-
lice state is the peacetime draft of American
youth, who will be subjected to the tender mer-
cies of the anti-labor brass hats. \

Over every man, woman and child hangs the
threat of war, with the grim prospect of destruc-
tion from atomic bombs.

These are the bitter fruits of monopoly capi-
talism, which today rules America through the
Republican and Democratic parties.

New Declaration of Independence

A new Declaration of Independence is needed
to .smash this new tyranny. Millions of working
people no longer trust the Republicans and
Democrats. Nor can they trust any other politi-
cian who supports and defends the capitalist sys-
tem.

The working people need to build their own
political party, armed with a program to serve
t,hiel class interests of the men and women who
toil,

The Socialist Workers Party is such a party.
This is demonstrated by the platform adopted at
this convention,

The Socialist Workers Party is 100% opposed
to the capitalist system.” We call for the estab-
‘lishment of a socialist society. We advocate the
nationalization of the basic industries and their
operation under workers control.

The Socialist Workers Party calls for full equal-
ity for Negroes and all other minority peoples.
We are opposed to any restriction on the right
to strike. We demand that all laws which abridge:

L

the civil rights of the people be wiped off the
‘statute bhooks.

The Socialist Workers Party advocates a law
to take the war-making powers away from Con-
gress and to let the people vote on the question
of war or peace.

We demand that the 7 billion dollars now ear-
marked for war preparations be used to finance
government-built, low-rent housing.

The Socialist Workers Party calls for the with-
drawal of all American troops from foreign soil.
We demand that the oppressed peoples of all lands
be permitted to manage their own affairs.

The Socialist Workers Party advocates the for-

*mation of a Workers and Farmers government,
to run_the country, not in the interests of the
wealthy, but in the interests of those whose labor
creates this country’s wealth.

The Lessons of American History

If we examine American history, we shall get
an idea how this can be done.

Back in 1776, King George said that his hand-
picked governors had to rule America because the
people weren't fit to govern themselves. King
George was answered by the formation of comi-
mittees of mechanies, farmers and tradespeople
throughout the colonies. These committees or-
ganized a Continental Congress, and under its
leadership, deposed the king’s governors and es-
tablished American independence.

Today, the Democratic and Republican politi-
cians 'pack the government with bankers, indus-
trial barons, and brass hats. Like King George,
they also claim that the working people are not
fit to run the country.

What are the facts?

The workers and farmers, with their marvelous
technical skills and creative capacity, produce
everything used by man. All the capitalist does
is to make a profit on the products of industry
and agriculture,

Yet the capitalist politicians insolently deny
that the working people are fit to make laws
and administer them. They must be shown other-
wise,

Committees of the People

If T am elected president, I shall issue a proe-
lamation calling for the democratic election of
committees of industrial workers and white collar
workers, sharecroppers, and working farmers,
students -and Negroes, rank and file soldiers and
sailors—in short, committees of all the exploited
and the oppressed, who constitute the great ma-
jority of the population.

My proclamation shall ask these committees to
organize a national Congress of Labor to draft
a program setting forth the economic and political
demands of the American working people.

I shall ask that Congress of Labor to elect a
broad national executive committee. That com-
mittee I shall appoint as my presidential cabinet.

You won't find in my cabinet a single banker,
industrial barvon, or brass hat. y

Regardless of the outcome of this election the
working class can and should organize politically
along the lines I have indicated.

Working people of America:

The Socialist Workers Party asks for your vote
in support of the program I have outlined. We
summon you to join with us in the struggle for
a socialist society, in which at long last you will
really find complete freedom from want and true
freedom from fear.

“A SYMBOL OF OUR WAY OF LIFE”

Nominating speech by Murray Weiss of Farrell Dobbs at the [13th National Convention

of the SWP.

Comrades, we nominate differently, we nom-
inate different people, different kinds of people,
we are, as Comrade Trotsky put it, a different
kind of a party. There has never been a party
like ours in history before. We are the Bolshevik
type of party, a party founded on principles and
on people who take their principles so seriously
that their whole lives become action and thought
to carry thrcugh these principles consistently
to the very end.

In nominating Farrell Dobbs, and contrary to
the mockery of nomination speeches and tradi-
tions of bourgeois parties, we don't leave the

name until the end, although everybody knows'

it in the beginning. In nominating Farrell Dobbs,
I think it is more than a phrase to say that we
are nominating a symbol, an individual who is a
symbol of our ideas, our methods, and our way
of life. Not un individual who suits his principles
and his declarations on political questions to the
needs of a jolitical career, but an individual
symbolizing the whole current thought in history
of our movement, whose whole life has been
devoted to carrying out the central ideas of
emancipating revolutionary socialism.

Comrade Farrell’s name is associated with two
crucial episodes in the history of American
‘Trotskyism. The first episode that T refer to
‘is the test of the ideas and the powers of Amer-
ican Trotskyism in the field of the American
working class mass movement — the Minneapolis
strikes, where we demonstrated to the hilt we
‘were not sectarian phrase-mongers,
principles were not text book ideas, but living

that our

doctrines and guides to revolutionary action, and
could be applied to the given stage of the Amer-
ican working class movement with the greatest
<kill, with revolutionary innovation, with bold-
ness, sincerity, and determination. We showed
a model of leadership in the class struggle that
has already made history in tlre class struggle.

The second episode, and” just as important,
complementary to the first, was shown when
Comrade Farrell along with the 17 other leaders
of our Party stood up under the test of class
fire, the fire of the ruling class, headed by
Roosevelt and all the other war-mongers, the
united political opposition of the bourgeoisie and
their trade-union lackeys, who directed the fire
properly against our party and its leaders at the
beginning of the 2nd World War. We showed
them, Comrade Dobbs among the others showed
then, that not only could we unfold our ideas in
the class struggle, win positions of influence and
prestige in the mass movement, but we could
take all this influence and prestige and official-
dom and power that went with it and throw it
into the waste basket when it came to a test of
principle, integrity, revolutionary doctrine in the
face of the bourgeois war, of the imperialist
world slaughter.

I think in these two episodes alone, one needs
go no further, we have in Comrade Dobbs, and 1
think in the next nominee as well, a worthy
representative of the cause of American Trotsky-
ism, and cause of the Socialist Workers Party.
And I formally nominate Comrade Farrell Dobbs
as the presidential candidate of the Socialist
Workers Party.

~ ATTENTION!

sity Place, New York 3, N. Y.

T —

All Militant readers with friends in the following states
who are in a position to help place the names of the Socialist
Workers Party candidates on the ballot, are urged to send
their names to George Clarke, Campaign Director, 116 Univer-

Arizona New Hampshire
Colorado New Mexico
Idaho North Dakota
Iowa Rhode Island
Kentucky South Dakota
Louisiana Tennessee
Maine Texas

Montana Utah

Nevada Vermont
Nebraska

ST. LOUIS FORUM

ON

THE MARSHALL
PLAN

This question will be discussed
at the Militant Open Forum on
Thursday, July 15 at 8 p.m. Come
and bring your friends.

Socialist Workers Party
St. Louis Branch
1023 N. Grand Blvd.
Room 312, Olivia Building

*
Delegates to the 13th National Convention of
the Soc.alist Workers Party—Working Men and
Women of America—Friends of Peace and Free-
dom everywhere,

I accept, with grateful thanks, your nomination
as candidate for Vice-President of the United
States. In these dark days of imperialist reac-
tion, when rumors of war fill every headlne, a
:andidate of our party must be a real anti-war
fighter—a crusader for peace.

I am keenly aware of the responsibility you
nave placed upon me. I pledge myself to do all
that I can to carry forward the struggle against
the Third World War—the Atomic Horror, which
our American masters are now preparing for us
and all of the peoples of the world.

There is only one way to fight war—that is,
to do away with the capitalist system, which
breeds war, and replace it with an international
socialist society. Socialism or Barbarism—that
is the choice before us.

Remember the Promises?

Other people have tried other ways to fight
war. All of them have failed. How many mil-
lions of peace-loving Americans trusted Woodrow
Wilson in 1916 and depended on his promise to
keep us out of World War 1? Do you remember
the old pacifist song that was popular in those
days, “I Didn’t Raise My Boy To Be a Soldier?”
Like the mothers and fathers of all ages and of
all climes, the mothers and fathers of 1916 were
saying “I didn’t raise my boy to be a soldier—I
brought him up to be my pride and joy.”

They thought that Wilson would help them.
hey hoped that he would save their boys from
the horror of the First World War, which was
then raging in Europe. They voted for Wilson in
large numbers in the 1916 election.

But Wilson was a capitalist politican—a tool
of Wall Street. When he was told that America's
capitalist interests required it, Wilson violated
hi§ pacifist promises and took the United States
into the war. And many thousands of American
boys, who had been brought up to be their
parents’ “pride and joy,” died miserable deaths
on the far-away battlefields of Belgium and
France,

The Betrayal of Roosevelt

But this was not the last betrayal at the
hands of capitalist politicians. In the election
campaign of 1940, President Roosevelt said time
and time again that he hated wgr and that he
would never agree to send American boys to
fight oif foreign soil. And another generation of
mothers and fathers, who didn)t want to raise
their boys to be soldiers, hopeé that Roosevelt
would keep us out of World War II. They trusted
aim and voted for him.

Once again, American capitalist interests
American investments had to be protected! Ger-
man and Japanese competitors had to be re-
moved! And so, once more, American blood was
spilled on foreign battlefields. Lonely graves on
Okinawa and in Italy and in a half a hundred
other far-flung, places, bear sad testimony to
Roosevelt’s broken promises. )

Don’t Make the Same Mistake

Mothers and fathers of America, don’t make
the same mistake again! Don’t depend on the
lying promises of today's capitalist politicians.
Don’t trust them to keep yomr boys out of the
next World War! They are no different from Wil-
son and Roosevelt. They will betray you again
and again and again!

If vou support the capitalist party candidates
—Dewey, Truman—Wallace—or whoever they
may be, you will find, inevitably, that you have
raised another crop of soldiers for American im-
perialism!

True enough, Wallace says that he is com-

demanded that the United States enter the war. -

"The Only Road

To Peace”’

_ (The following is the acceptance speech of Grace Carlson after her nomination as vice-presiden-
tial candidate by the Socialist Workers Party convention, broadcast over a national radio network by
the Mutual Broadcasting System on Friday evening, July 2, 1948.)

pletely opposed to Wall Street's plans for a war
against the Soviet Union. But that’s for today.
He has also said that he will support the war
once it has been declared. And it couldn't be
any other way! The millionairve, Henry Wallace,
is completely sold on the merits of the so-called
free enterprise system. He may differ with some
of the Wall Street leaders from time to time
as to their tactics. He may believe that it's best
to make a deal with Stalin right now. But, when
the time comes, Wallace will find a way to
justify American imperialism’s next war, just
as he has done in the past.

But Farrell Dobbs and I and the Socialist
Workers Party, for which we speak, are con-
sistent anti-war fighters. We fight against war—
and for socialism—365 days a year—year in and
vear out—before, during and after war.

We Opposed World War Il

We were opposed to World War 1II at a time
when Henry Wallace was whooping it up for
the war. Don’t you remember Vice-President
Wallace’s solemn declaration that World War 11
would usher in the Century of the Common Man?

But Farrell Dobbs and 1 thought—and spoke—
otherwise. We said that nothing could come out
of this bloody capitalist war but increased suf-
fering for the common men—of all countries—
and increased profits for the wealthy few. And
sadly enough, for the common man—so-called—
it was Dobbs and I who were right and not the
demagogic Wallace! Nothing good can ever come
out of a capitalist war—certainly, nothing good
for the working people.

Of course, the capitalists and their political
agents and high-paid journalists try to tell us
that these wars are fought for high and holy
causes—“To Make the World Safe for Demo-
cracy” or “To Establish the Four Freedoms All
Over the Earth.” Is there a single soul left on
the face of the earth, who still believes that
there was even One Freedom established by World
War II—let alone Four?

The New Pretext for War

Now, they are telling us that the Third World
War, which is being prepared, is necéssary in
order to prevent the spread of “Stalinist totali-
tarianism.” They moan about the lack of political
freedom in the Soviet Union and in the border
countries. They talk about “freedom,” these
Republican and Democratic fakers, who have not
only tolerated, but supported the system of
abject political slavery in the South! Any one
who is truly interested in spreading political
freedom can start right here in the United States
—right in Washington, D.C., itself.

The Socialist Workers Party is unalterably op-
posed to Stalinist totalitarian methods and ‘to
nationalism. Stalin has committed terrible crimes
against the Russian people and the peoples of
the neighboring countries. But we do not believe
that they should be rescued by the American
imperialists. Actually, the American imperialists
and their junior partners, the English imperial-
ists, dream of turning Russia into a colony for
capitalist exploitation. They hope to succeed
where Hitler failed.

Stop the War-Makers!

Wall Street’s War-Makers must be stopped!
Mothers and fathers of America, young men and
young women who are about to be conscripted,
militarized and prussianized, all of you who
shudder at the all-too-real prospect of a fearsome
Atomic War, support the Socialist Workers Party
and its candidates. All of you who want to walk
the path of peace, join with us in our anti-war
struggle. There is only one path to peace and that
is to replace the capitalist system of war, poverty,
and fascism with a socialist society of peace,
plenty and freedom. Join with us to speed the
day when peace and not the sword will rule the
earth!

Special 15-week-256¢ Militant
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CENTS

Highlights and
Sidelights of
TheConvention

The SWP Presidential Nomina-
tion convention opened with a
moving tribute to the militants
»f our ranks who have died since
the last convention in 1946. Stand-
ing in silence for one minute, the
convention honored the memory
of George Hunter, of the Flint,
Mich., branch; Florence Ward,
organizer of the Harlem branch
in New York; Robert Sykes, of
he Milwaukee branch; Homer
Lewis, first Trotskyist candidate
‘or public office in Chicago;
Hilda Swan Olson, of the Seattle
branch; and Paul Dollinger, one
of the earliest members of the
SWP and a party organizer in
Buffalo, Baltimore and Chicago.

* x 8

Delegates and visitors got the
spirit of the convention as soon
as they entered the hall, which
was appropriately decorated with
great banners. Over the plat-
form, above large pictures of our
candidates Farrell Dobbs and
Grace Carlson, was the key slo-
gan: “For a Workers and Farm-
ers Government.” Along the left
balcony, was the banner: “Labor
With a White Skin Cannot
Emancipate Itself where Labor
with a Black Skin is Branded —
Karl Marx.” The rear balcony
carried the banner: “Welcome
Delegates! 13th National Con-
vention Socialist Workers
Party.” On the left balcony was
Leon Trotsky’s last words: “I
Am Sure of the Victory of the
Fourth International — Go For-
ward!"

* % %

Around three sides of the con-
vention hall was a magnificent
lisplay of Fourth International
sublications from 22 countries
and five continents, visible test-
imony to the vitality and growth
of international Trotskyism.

x % »
At the start of the convention,
the delegates heard™ rousing
greetings from co-thinkers in
other parts of the Western Hemi-
spheres. Fraternal delegates from
Latin American and Canada ad-
dressed the convention and were
given a tumultuous expression of
international solidarity.
* ¥ &

In his introductory remarks at
the opening of the convention,
‘zmes P. Cannon, National See-
retary, informed the delegates
that the Dobbs-Carlson broad-
casts on July 3 had been post-
poned from 2:00 to 2:30 P.M., be-
;2use Truman was giving a speech
at 2:00. The excuse for postpon-
ing our broadecast was, “Well, you
know your candidates can’t ex-
peet to win this year, can they?”
Cannon brought down the house
with his reply: “We've got as
good a chance as Truman has.”
¥ %x ¥

A Detroit delegate, a colored
auto worker, told the hit story of
the convention. He described how
he developed from a backward
farm boy in the deep South to a
class-conscious industrial worker
and fighter for socialism., He
told of the day he left the farm
to go up North. “I said good-bye
to all the neighbors and relatives.
I even said good-bye to the
chickens and the hogs. I'd heard
the North was Heaven, so just
before I left, 1 looked up in the
sky and said, ‘Good-bye, God,’

teo.”

The convention passed a hearty
motion of thanks for the splendid
arrangements made for the hous-
ing, feeding and entertainment
of the out-of-town visitors. A
splendid job was done by the
New York Local’s arrangements
committee. And the City Fathers
didn’t contribute $200,000 or even
$2 to get our convention to New
York — like Philadelphia did for
{he Republicans.

* ¥ %

Despite the heat and unlike the
capitalist party conventions, the
hall was filled throughout every
session of the SWP convention.
Delegates and visitors were disci-
plined and orderly at all times,
and paid strictest attention to
the proceedings.

* X ¥
There were plenty of jests
about “smoke-filled rooms” —

but only as side-swipes at thé
Republican and Democratic con-
ventions.

“# * =

The first response to the con-
vention broadcasts came from
Rose Karsner in Los Angeles,
who wired: “Proudly I greet the
party in convention assembled.
Listened 3000 miles away to the
aggressive speeches of Cannon,
Dobbs, Carlson. To hear the
hearty applause which follows is
an inspiring and stirring experi-
ence.”

® % ¥

Several of the SWP leaders who
had been imprisoned with Can-
non, Dobbs and Carlson during
the war for their anti-war stand
were unable to attend the con-
vention. They heard the broad-
casts in a home gathering in
Minneapolis and wired the con-
vention: ‘“Reception was very
good. We are all very proud and
delighted, Background applause
and singing was wonderful to
hear.”

x % %

That singing, by the way, was
led by a Flint auto union militant,
one of the leaders of the' historic
sit-down strikes in 1936-37.

® % x

The convention sent its symp-
othy and regrets to two comrades
from Seattle, who were injured
in an auto accident on the way
to the convention and ended up
in a hospital. Neither sustained
permanent injury. The convention
also sent its keen regrets to Eloise
Gordon, Pittsburgh organizer,
who was prevented by illness
from attending.

® & ¥

One of the odds and ends clear-
ed up by the convention at its
very close was the question of
unity negotiations with the
Schactmanite so-called Workers
Party, who began “unity” ma-
neuvers two years ago. These
insincere maneuvers ended up
disastrously — for the WP —
when 30% of their members split
away and rejoined the SWP. A
leader of the former’ Johnson-
Forrest tendency, which spent 7
years in the WP, described the
hair-raising internal regime of
the WP for the benefit of the
SWP members who “fortunately”
kad not gone through the exper-
ience. He could speak with real
feeling he said, because, “to para-
phrase Walt Whitman, ‘I was the

N

man. 1 suffered. I was there’.

campaign subscriptions are now
available to introduce our paper
to new readers as part of the
Presidential Campaign of the
Socialist Workers Party.

This very special offer will help
all Militant readers interest their
friends, neighbors and shopmates
in the only paper that dares tell
the truth about the real issues in
this campaign.

Judging by the letiers we re-
ceived in response to the radio
broadcasts, there are thousands
and thousands of people ready
and anxious to read a paper like
The Militant, if only they learn
about it and it is placed in their
hands.

This present opportunity should
be grasped therefore by all true
friends of our cause to give the
Militant a wider distribution than
ever before.

The sub campaign was launch-
ed by the 13th National Conven-
tion of the SWP as it nominated
Farrvell Dobbs for President and
Grace Carlson for Vice President.
Their pictures appear on a dis-
tinctive new sub card prepared
for the drive. Quantities of these
cards will-be sent to any reader
wishing to take advantage of this
unusual opportunity.

This special 6-page Convention-
Flection issue of The Militant
opens the drive. At 25¢ for 15 is-
sues, readers will find it very
easy to interest their friends.
Gaft subs will also be accepted at

SWP convention returned to their
homes resolved to sell many
thousand new subscriptions to
The Militant as one of the best
wauys to support the Dobbs-Carl-
son campaign. As these candidates
tour the country, their speeches
and the support they gain for the
socialist program will be reported
regularly in The Militant.

Nearly 25,000 copies of this
special issue of The Militant have
already gone out to subscribers
and in bundles. Additional bun-
dles will be sent to any groups
or individuals wishing to use it
in sub campaign work. The prices
gre 20 for $1, 50 for $2 and 150
for $5, while they last. The ma-
terial in this issue will be useful
throughout the Presidential Cam-
paign.

Send all communications and
1equests to Militant Circulation,
116 University Place, New York,
3, N.Y.

Message From
Rose Karsner

Los Angeles, Calif.

Proudly I greet the party in
convention assembled to listen
3,000 miles away to the ag-
gressive speeches of Cannon,
Dobbs, Carlson and to hear the
hearty applause which follows
is an inspiring and stirring
experience.

Rose Karsner

2be.

116 University Place

(] Regular l.year subscription

........................

(] Specials 15 week subseription ............cc.ccoeeeene 25¢

(] Regular 6-month subscription .........c.cceiinens
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Special Presidential Campaign Sub
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We Proudly Present Our Two

FARRELL DOBBS

Nometimes the force of a great
idea, a noble cause bigger than
self, seizes on a seemingly ordin-
ary man, a worker, lifts him up
and transforms
him, raises him
to statyre im-
measurably high-
er than the stun-
ted role boui geois
society had as-
signed him.

Such a cause is
the emancipation
of the working
class. Such a man,
lifted up and
by that cause, is

transformed
Farrell Dobbs, depression victim,

coal yard worker, an ordinary
guy harrassed by debt and in-
gecurity trying to feed a wife
srd three kids back in the hope-
less, dark days of 1933.

Farrell was born in Queen
City, Missouri, in 1907, and lived
in Minneapolis from the age of
six. A year after graduating
from high school he secured em-
ployment as a wire man for Wes-
tern Electric, and learned in the
course of his work, without
formal education, enough about
cperations to qualify as a plan-
ning engineer, He was on the
way “up.”

The crash ended all that, Capi-
talism utilizes talent only when
it is profitable to the capitalists.
So Farrell went through the
usual depression routine of tall
handsome young men with at-
7ra_ctive personalities—he tried
heing an insurance salesman, at
which, he modestly claims, “I
was not very efficient”—that is,
his heart wasn’t in it.

COAL YARD WORKER

Thus Farrell wound up, in
1933, as a coal yard worker, long
l:ours of heavy toil, wages scarce-
Iy better than a relief allowance,
pushed around by petty bosses,
fearful of being fired if some
foreman didn’t like the way he
parted his hair.

That is when he first began to
realize what it means to be an
unorgzanized worker, He saw in-
security, poverly, misery all
gbout him. He wanted an answer
Lo this vile order of things. Thé
labor movement gave him the
Leginning of "that answer. He

working class,

July 1934 drivers strikes

on the organization

falents — cool judgment, atten

-

arbitrators.

A TROTSKYIST

ment, He wasn’t asked to join
He himself asked for admission

ted recording secretary.

tary of the newly formed council
of drivers locals in the north-
west area, the North Central Dis-
trict Drivers’ Council. Out of this
council, in which Farrell played
the outstanding role, grew the
Eleven State Area Committee, of
which Farrell was also secretary.
Farrell was chosen as spokesman
for the committee in negotiations
which won a 12-state uniform
union contract for 250,000 over-
the-road drivers, one of the out-
standing labor achievements, Dur-
ing 1939 he served as a general
organizer for the International
Brotherhood of Teamsters,

LABOR SECRETARY

In 1940, Farrell came to a
major turning point in his life.
At the call of the Socialist Work-
crs Party, he unhesitatingly re-
signed his well-paid union post
and began work full-time for the
SWP, assuming the heavy re-
sponsibility of SWP  National
Tabor Seeretary.

Local 544 broke from the bureau-

joined the union of coal yard

cratic stranglehold of Daniel J.

drivers and workers then in pro-
cess of organization. He met men
like Vincent Dunne, Grant Dunne,
and Carl Skoglund. He knew what
e was going to do — build a
vnion and fight like hell for the

By the time the great May and
0C-
curred, Farrell was in the thick
of the struggle. He had served
committee
prior to the strikes. He was now
c¢lected a member of the nego-
tiations committee of the strikes,
where he displayed exceptional

tiveness to details, uncompromis-
ing firmness, an analytical mind
that cut through all the tricks
and deceptions of the bosses and

In March 1934, he made the
great turning point of his life.
He joined the Trotskyist move-

From 1934 to 1939, the Local
544 membership elected him re-
reatedly to the office of secre-
tary-treasurer, except for a 10
months period when he was elec-

In 1937, he was elected secre-

When the Minneapolis Drivers!|

Tobin in June 1941, Farrell was
or hand to aid the rank and file
in their fight. One of the memor-
able events of the famous meet-
ing where the vole was taken to
join the CIO was when Farrell
stepped on the .platform amid
fumultuous cheers *and applause
that welcomed him back, dynamic
leader fighting for the rights of
the union ranks.

It was this inner-union strug-
gle that led to an appeal by Tobin
to Roosevelt, who instigated the
Minneapolis Labor trial. On
Roosevelt’s instructions, Farrell
and 27 -others were brought to
trial for their defense of labor
anda socialist anti-war principles,
He was convicted with seyenteen
other SWP leaders, including
| Grace Carlson.

A few months before he went
to prison in Jan. 1944, Farrell be-
came editor of The Militant. This
was no mean tndertaking for a
man who but 10 years before was
-| & coal yard worker. But he was
«| worthy of this task. He was
schooled in the labor struggle,
developed in knowledge and held
a sure grasp on revolutionary
socialist theory. He had come by

it through steady application
ond study.
SOCIALIST
INTERNATIONALIST

He had learned, He learns from
cverything and everyone. In

prison he learned to read French,
German, Spanish and Portugese,
so that he might read the work-
ers’ press in other lands and de-
velop himself as a true working
class’ internationalist.

After serving 16 months in
prison, Farrell returned to his
SWP duties as Militant editor. In
the Fall of 1945, he ran for
mayor of New York City, getting
4,500 votes, The following year
ke campaigned for Governor. But
he was banned from the ballot by
a conspiracy of the Republicans
and Democrats, although his
neminating petitions were signed
by more than 25,000 voters.
With modesty and devotion, he
has consciously worked, fought
and trained himself to be fit for
the greatest responsibility in all
history, to be a worthy leader of
workers ‘in the battle for social-
ism. This is the man the SWP
has selected as its first presiden-
tial banner-bearer.

-

CE CARLSON

Real rebels do not glow—they
burh. So it is with Grace Carlson,
the Socialist Workers Party
candidate for U.S, Vice-President.
She is the
true rebel,
who burns at
injustice, po-
verty, cl?:s
tyranny. No
terror of pri-
son bars, no
social ostra-
cism, no pain
of physical
illness — and
she has suffered them all—will
cver quench the rebel flame
within her.

Slight, frail, but energetic and
animated, she has been a banner-
bearer of socialism in the Amer-
ican labor movement, educating
and inspiring the workers by her
courageous and passionate de-
fense of the working class.

Grace was born in St. Paul,
Minn., in 1906, Her father was
an Irish-American railroad work-
er, and her great-great grand-
father was Samuel Holmes, who
came from Ireland and fought in
the American Revolution.

She was educated in St. Cath-
erine’s College and the University
of Minnesota, where she earned
her B.A., M.A,, and Ph.D. degrees.
A woman of brilliant intellect,
she was elected in 1931 to Pi
Lambda Theta, national honorary
scciety for women in education;
in 1933 she was elected to Sigma
Xi, national honorary scientific
society. For two years she lect-
ured in the Department of Psy-
chology of the University of
Minhesota. Then for five years
she held the post of Vocational
Reéhabilitation Counselor of the
State Department of Education.

UNION FIGHTER

But Grace was not content to
be a mere humanitarian social
worker, trying to repair and re-
habilitate a few victims of the
cupitalist social system. She join-
ed the trade union movement, and
began to devote herself to build-
ing a better social order for all
the workers.

She was a charter member of
Minnesota State Employes Union
Iocal No. 10; for four years a
delegate to the St. Paul Trades
end Labor Assembly, a member
of its Education Committee for
three. years; twice a delegate to
the Minnesota State Federation

of Labor conventions. She has
distinguished herself for many
vears in labor defense work as a
member of the National Commit-
tee of the Workers Defense
League. She is a prominent work-
er in the Minneapolis branch of
the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People.
When Grace came to believe
in the principles of Trotskyism,
she didn’t flirt with them. She
threw her whole life and energies
into the grueling activity of a
professional party worker.

She resigned in 1940 from the
Minnesota Department of Educa-
tion and ran as SWP candidate
for U.S. Senator. In an amazing
campaign, in which she was sub-
jected to the vilest slanders by
the capitalist and Stalinist press,
she received over 8,500 votes,
more than the combined votes of
the Communist and Socialist
Parties. In 1942, she ran for
mayor of ‘St. Paul on the SWP
ticket, and although already con-
victed and sentenced to prison
for her socialist anti-war activ-
ities, she received 3% of the total
vote cast. The sentence did not
daunt her. She accepted the post
of SWP Minnesota State Organiz-
er and later organizer of the New
York City SWP local.

ANTI-WAR PRISONER

Grace, with 27 other leaders of
the Socialist Workers Party and
Minneapolis Truck Drivers Local
544, was brought to trial by the
Roosevelt government for oppos-
ing the imperialist war. She was
the only woman defendent con-

victed, and with 17 of her com-
rades was sentenced to federal
imprisonment.

On Jan. 1, 1944 she was sent
to the Women's Penitentiary at
Alderstone, W. Va., for 13 months.
Lut she did not yield an inch on
Ler principles. She was proud to
suffer imprisonment—as all great
fighters for labor have done—
for the cause of the working
class. In prison she won the love
and admiration of all her fellow
prisoners. She worked in the
medical department and assisted
in giving psychological tests,

After her release from prison,
Grace took up with undiminished
spirit and energy the work of the
SWP. Her articles in The Militant
on behalf of working women won
many new readers for our paper.
She made a national lecture tour
deseribing the plight of women
i prisons. During the General
Motors strike in 1945-46, Grace
served as educational director of
the Detroit SWP branch.

In the” Fall of 1946, Grace ran
for U.S. Senator in her home
state of Minneapolis. This time
her total vote ran to 11,421—an
increase of several thousand over
the vote she received before go-
ing to prison.

At the time of her nomination
for U.S. Vice-President on the
SWP ticket, she was serving as
the state organizer of the Min-
nesota SWP.

The SWP is proud to present
as its candidate for U.S. Vice
President this selfless and de-
| voted fighter for the American
working people.
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Workers Party:

your 13th National Conventio
tions will be in the interests

requested the Poljtical bureay
There is no better proof of the

With our warmest

FROM DUTCH TROTSKYISTS

To ‘the Thirteenth National Convention of the Socialist
Our Party, the Revolutionary Communist Party of Hol-
land, sends its fraternal greetings to you on the occasion of

your decisions will open the road for new growth of your Party.

Our Party is involved in an election campaign in Amster-
dam and Rotterdam. Our best workers’ branch, Rotterdam,
the translation of the radio speech of Comrade Farrell Dobbs.

of the same internationalist spirit which guides us in our work.

SOLIDARITY

Amsterdam, July 8, 1948

n, We are sure your delibera-
of World Trotskyism and that

to isxre’as an election manifesto
common language we speak and

fraternal greetings,
Sal Santen,‘ Secretary

H>—

This is the kind of class action the SWP stands for.
tempted to hold a fascist meeting in Madison Square Garden Feb, 20, 1939, 50,000 workers an-
swered the SWP's call for an anti-fascist labor rally. Photo shows cops riding their horses into
the crowd of workers, in an attempt to protect the fascists.
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Anti-Fascist Demonstration

When the German-American Bund at-
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OF REPORT

ON NEGRO QUESTION

One of the high points of the 13th SWP convention was _the
discussion around the Draft Resolution on the Negro Question,

by J. Meyer.
this draft resolution, Comrade

Meyer pointed out, was that it presented in a single compre-

analysis and revolutionary per-

spectives of the Negro struggle for democratic rights. All this
has been implicit in the party’s previous activity in this fie[d.
which in its_turn has already furnished the party membership
with rich and fruitful experiences casting additional new light
on the Negro struggle. The hour had come, therefore, _t‘or a
precise and rounded and fully conscious statement and discus-
sion of those perspectives, to strengthen the work of the So-

field and raise it to a. higher

Like the resolution, Comrade Meyer’s report placed pri-
mary emphasis on the importance of the independent Negro
movement for equality and the contribution it makes to the
struggle for socialism. It dealt also with the g'rowtl_z and
meaning of Negro national consciousness, the relationship be-
tween the Negro movement and organized labor, and the strug-

the union movement and the

Comrade Meyer's report and' the per-
spectives it held out were greeted with a great ovation by the

The discussion on the floor was likewise highly inspiring.
Negro and white delegates from all parts of ‘tl-te. country en-
gaged in a free frank exchange of opinion, criticism and' sug-
gestions around the resolution, the report and tl:e pa::ty s ac-
tivity. The serious and mature level of the discussion elo-
quently testified to the development within the party of a con-

Negro leaders, educators and

orators equipped to spread the revolutionary message of Marx-

After this discussion, which lasted an entire day-session,
a whole evening was devoted to a panel, attended by more tha'n
200 delegates and visitors. This panel analyzed the party’s

movement and laid out a per-

The conyention voted unanimously to adopt the report by
Comrade Meyer and the general line of the Draft Resolution.
The party members will continue to discuss the document for

(Continued from P, 1)
prepared to take its rightful place
as a national political force in
America.

That fact is attested to not
cnly by the SWP national elec-
tion campaign but by the SWP’s
cemonstrated ability to grapple
with the most complex problems
cf American life and to give the
most realistic and scientific ans-
wers,

NEGRO DISCUSSION

It was no accident that the
same convention which homina-
ted the first national candidates
of the SWP also adopted, after a
full day’s discussion, a rounded
resolution on the Negro gtruggle
that makes the fight for Negro
rights a front-line task of Am-
erican Trotskyism.

Every major question of in-
ternational and national political
life came in for full-scale reports
and discussion. Prior to the con-
vention, drafts of resolutions
had gone out to the membership
for study. These covered the
erisis of world capitalism; Am-
erican imperialism and its war
preparations; the militarization
of the U,S. and the fight against
the coming imperialist war; the
struggle for the independence of
the American labor movement
and the building of the labor
party; the political developments
of the election year and the Wal-
lace movement.,

To all of these questions, the
delegates from more than 30
cities gave the most serious at-
tention, illuminating each with
the light of Marxist analysis.
The vigorous and intelligent dis-
cussion from the floor revealed a
party in which the decisive voice
is the membership—a member-
ship trained in the labor struggle
and alert to safeguard the princi-
ples of the Marxist party.

FIGHTING CAMPAIGN

They showed they could not
only analyze but act. The nom-
ination of presidential candidates
and adoption of a fighting elec-
tion platform were accompanied
by decisions for conducting an
clection .campaign such as no
party of comparable size has
every undertaken in this country.
First came the decision to raise
an initial $25,000 Election Cam-
peign and Party-Building Fund,
This decision was adopted with
tremendous enthusiasm on the
second day of the convention,
The convention also adopted a
report by Election Campaign
Manager George Clarke outlining
plans for election activities on a
most ambitious scale. These will
include national tours by Dobbs
and Carlson, mass meetings, ra-
aio programs, street corner ral-
lies, addresses before public
forums and social affairs, Hun-
dreds of thousands of pieces of
election literature will be distrib-
uted.

An important part of the cam-
paign will be a special Militant
subscription campaign, to secure
thousands of new regular readers
of our weekly paper. Workers
will be urged to subscribe during
the election campaign for 15 is-
sues of The Militant for 25 cents.

PARTY PLATFORM

The adoption of the election
platform was a key convention

action. This platform, as the del-

egates pointed out, is not window-
dressing. The SWP means busi-
ness.

Arthur Burch, who introduced
the draft platform prepared by
the National Committee, pointed
cut:

“Above all, this is a revolu-
tionary document that calls for
rothing less than the mobiliza-
tion of the American people for
the coming socialist revolution.
Qur Platform calls for a Workers
and Farmers Government—u so-
cialist government.”

The ratification of the party's
presidential candidates, previous-
iy nominated 'by the National
Committee, followed adoption of
the platform. United on program
and principle, the convention was
unanimous in endorsing by tre-
mendous ovation Farrell Dobbs
for President and CGrace Carlson
for Vice-President,

Murray Weiss of Los Angeles
had the honor of placing Dobbs’
rame in nomination. He stated
that “we are a party founded on
principle and those who take
these principles seriously.” Dobbs,
he said, “is a symbol of our
ideas and way of life, whose

whole adult life has been devoted
to the emancipating movement of
sacialism, a man tested in life on

the field of actign of the labor
struggle.”

Grace Carlson's name was put
in nomination by Genora Dollin-
wer, Flint, leader of the Women's
Brigade in the 1937 GM sitdown.
Comrade Carlson, she said, has
leld the Trotskyist banner “firm
in her hands, even in the face of
the greatest intimidation by the
raost powerful imperialist govern-
ment in the whole world.” Grace
had the opportunity to make “a
brilliant mark” in the education-
al and scientific world, the speak-
er said, but “all these honors and
posts she gladly forsook for the
greater but more difficult road
of the socialist revolution.”

KEYNOTE ADDRESS

When Comrade Cannon, found-
er of the American Trotskyist
movement and its leading figure
since 1928, stepped to the ABC
mikes before the packed conven-
tion hall and amid ear-shattering
cheers of the audience to deliver
kis convention key-note speech to
America, everyone felt he was
witnessing history in the making,

He spoke of the “Two Amer-
ica's,” the America of ,the im-
perialists, “of the little clique of
capitalists, landlords and militar-
ist’s” who exploit the American

people while  “simultaneously
threatening and terrifying the
world.” Against them is “the

other America which we, the So-
cialist Workers Party, by our
program, represent—the America
of the workerg and farmers.” He
concluded with the ringing
words: ‘“We, the National Con-
vention of the Socialist Workers
Party, summon our America to
her great world destiny—not as
dominator, oppressor and exploit-
er, but as the liberator of the
world.” !

The acceptance speeches of
Dobbs and Carlson on Friday
night over the Mutual network
and on Saturday afternoon over
ABC continued and developed the
keynote struck by Cannon, In his
first address, Dobbs described

Workers Party, “For a Workers
and Farmers Government,” as
the sole realistic answer to the
capitalist war program. Grace
Carlson, speaking on “The Only
Road to Peace,” reminded Amer-
ican mothers and fathers of the
promises made them by Wilson
and Roosevelt and their betray-
ais. “There is only one way to
fight war” she said, “that is, to
do away with the capitalist sys-
tem, which. breeds war, and re-
place it with an international so-

cialist society.” (Text of two
speeches on Page 4),
ABC ADDRESSES

Their second addresses, over

ABC on Saturday afternoon, con-
tinued to explain the basic issues,
Dobbs spoke on “Socialism or
Durbarism,” tearing apart the

lic that American imperialism
plans war against the Soviet
Union to destroy “totalitarian-

ism.” Stalinism “will be removed,
not through capitalist wars of
conquest, but by the unpostpon-
able struggle against capitalism
itself.”

Addressing herself to the most
oppressed sections of the popula-
tion, the Negro people in partic-
ular, Grace Carlson, spoke on
“The Struggle for Civil Rights,”
concluding with a direct message
to the Negroes of the Deep
South, “the most oppressed, the
most exploited, the most humil-
iated” people in the land. “We
want you lo know, brothers and
sisters,” she said, “that for us
there can be no talk of freedom
n the United States until you
are free”

The final address in the radio
series, tonight over NBC, will be
Dobb's speech on “Why Labor
Needs Tts Own Party.” In this
speech, he will expose the fakery
ol the “anti-war” program of
the millionaire Wallace, and tell
why the American labor move-
ment must break with the capit-
alist parties and form its own
class party. (Next week’s Militant
will publish the last three radio
speeches.)

Convention discussion on the
clegtion campaign was concluded
by National Secretary Cannon’s
report on “Elgetion Poliey and
Party Perspectives.”

OUR CONCEPT

“Our concept is not a routine
Socialist Labor Party type of
campaign,” he said, “but a
fighting campaign, an aggress-
ive, slugging campaign against
ail other parties. We must ex-
ploit all legal possibilities for
propaganda.” In this connection,
the spoke of the need for funds
for radio time, hailing the con-
vention broadcasts in which “the
revolutionary program for the
first time is flaring out over the
radio.”

J. Lyons, of Chicago, presented
& minority report, with equal
time, criticizing the party’s elec-
tion policy. Representing a min-
ority of the Chicago local, Lyons
attacked the party’s characteriza-
tion of the Wallace movement as
& ‘capitalist third party” and
called it instead a “step in the
direction of a labor party.” After
u thorough discussion, the minor-
ity resolution was put to a vote,
and received three votes, with
fcur abstentions. Cannon’s  re-
port was adopted.

alism of the Trotskyist program,
the first report on the convention
agenda was on the internagional
situation and the world Trotsky-
ist movement.

INTERNATIONAL REPORT

M. Stein, SWP National Or-
ganization Secretary, gave in-
formation on the recent World
Congress of the Fourth Interna-
tional, which was attended by
delegates from 22 parties in 19
countries on five continents. He
deplored the fact that the SWP,
because of Voorhees Act, was)
forced to dissaffiliate from the
Fourth International, but de-
clared the party’s firm ideolog-
ical solidarity with it.

“At a time when the American
capitalist class tries to purge it-
self of all isolationism,” he said,
“it seeks to impose isolationism
on the working class and to de-
stroy working class internation-
alism.” “But,” he said, “we rejoice
at the successful conclusion of the
Second World Congress of the
IFourth International.” The SWP
convention unanimously approv-
ed Comrade Stein’s report.

A thorough-going discussion
was held on the key political re-
solution: “The Militarization of
the USA and the Tasks of the
Socialist Workers Party.”

William F. Warde, National
Fducational Director, delivered
the renort on this basic docu-
ment. This resolution, he pointed
out, analyzer the insoluble con-
tradictions facing American capi-
talism, which is resting on the
shaky foundations of world capi-
talism in mortal erisis. “The tem-
rorary postponement of the
mzluring capitalist erisis, pur-
chased by the Marshall Plan, will
be paid for later by the accumu-
lation of conditions for an even
more catastrophic military or
economic explosion.”

In the discussion, B. Lenz and
D. Weiss of New York criticized
the resolution for what they
claimed was a failure to put
forward adequately the SWP’s
program for trade union control
of military training as an answer
to capitalist conscription. The
convention rejected their amend-
ment on the grounds that it
made it mandatory for the party
to advance this program to front
position without regard to its
immediate effectiveness. The
convention left it up to the Na-
tional Committee to determine
when and how to advance this
program most effectively.

The resolution on the Negro
(Question evoked a truly inspiring
Giscussion. J. Meyer gave a bril-
liant summation of the party's
position on the Negro question
that won a tremendous ovation.
(This report is summarized on
Page 5). He gave the historical
tackground of the Negro strug-
gle and showed how the Negro
people are the greatest allies of
the working class in the battle
for socialism.

After his report, the conven-
tion, with Negro delegates taking
the lead, discussed the resolution
with great earnestness and anim-
ation. The contributions of the
Negro delegates showed that the
SWP has developed a cadre of
Negro Marxists who are going to
p:ay a decisive role in the strug-
gle for Negro freedom and the
suvcialist emancipation of labor,

SWP Convention Addresses the Nation

report of Comrade Meyer, adopt-
ed the basic line of the resolution
and voted to open a six-months
discussion to educate and train
the party membership for the
great tasks ahead in the Negro
struggle.

TRADE UNION REPORT

A vital part of the convention
discussion centered on the work
of the Trotskyist militants in the
trade union movement. The re-
port on the trade union resolution
was delivered by E. R. Frank,
active for many years in the in-
dustrial unions and Acting Edi-
tor of The Militant.

He pointed out that just as
the crisis of 1929 and the bhetray-
als of the ATL craft leaders pro-
duced the CIO industrial union
movement, ‘just as surely, just
as inevitably, the growing econ-
omic hardships and the encroach-
ments of a creeping military dic-
tatorship plus the abject surrend-
er, the inadequacy, the helpless-
ness and betrayal of the new CIO
bureaucracy are right now work-
ing, germinating, producing the
forces that will go into the mak-
ing and eventual emergence of a
new type of leadership in the
labor union movement.”

The floor discussion centered
on the question of how to build a
genuine left-wing on a class
struggle program in the trade
unions. Numerous trade unionists
spoke of their experiences in
auto, steel, rubber and other basic
industries on the question of
building the left wing, pointing
cut that a left-wing movement
will grow out of the struggles
within the labor movement from
a chrystallization of the most
militant and progressive forces
against the bureauecracy. '

The final action of the conven-
tion was to close the discussion
on unity negotiations with the
Schactmanite Workers Party,
which split from the SWP in
1940. This group in 1944 opened
attempts to penetrate the SWP
with a ‘“unity” maneuver. Paul
Stevens, who gave the report, de-
scribed how this maneuver wad
designed to split the SWP and
how it finally resulted in a com-
plete exposure of the unprincipled-
politics of the petty-bourgeois
WP and a major split in its own.
ranks.

A leader of the former Johh-
son-Forrest tendency which split
from the WP and returned to the
SWP told the convention. that
cince rejoining the SWP the
Johnson-Forrest group was “over-
whelmed” by the revolutionaty
dynamism inside the SWP and
would yield first place to none in
their devotion and work for the
party.

When the convention concluded
on schedule yesterday afternoon,
every delegate and visitor felt
imbued with the spirit of revolu-
tionary action. The walls shook
a3 they sang “Solidarity,” “We
Shall Not Be Moved” and the
workers’ international battle-song
“The International.”

The delegates—T74% of them
active trade unionists, young,
bold and permeated with the will
to revolutionary socialism—are
going forth to their shops, fadtosr-
ies and homes to put the Social-
ist Workers Party “on the map”
in the campaign for Dobbs and

the basic plank of the Socialist

In keeping with the internation-

The c¢onvention approved the

Carlson,



The Negro Struggle

, A Very Important Decision

By Albert Parker

There was one resolution adopted by last
month’s national convention of the NAACP in
Kansas City that got practically no .publicity
in the Negro press and yet
may turn out to be the most
important of all the decisions
made by that gathering. This
particular resolution dealt
with the problem of fighting
military Jim Crow.
> The text of the resolutions
adopted by the convention has not yet bgen re-
“leased by the NAACP, so we can only give the

€«

.gist of the above resolution. It points out that

‘Negro Americans are determined to put an end
to Jim Crow segregation in the armed forces.
The resolution then places the NAACP on record
for the calling of a conference, with invitations
1o be sent to all national and local Negro and
4nter-racial organizations in the country, urging
‘them to send delegates for the purpose of demo-
cratically discussing and working out a program
f action to attain the goal of equality in the
‘armed forces. The officials of the NAACP are
Anstructed by the resolution to make the necessary
arrangements and to send out the invitations.
: We do not know what the leaders of the
sNAACP propose to do about thjs resolution, nor
Awvhen they will begin to put it into action. l}ut it
certainly presents the opportunity to strike a
‘great blow against Jim Crow, and to qxpand the
prestige of the NAACP at the same time. _
. What a wonderful thing it would be if
‘Tepresentatives of the hundreds of Negro organ-
izations in all parts of the country would get
together in such a conference, work out a common
‘program for fighting military Jim Crow _and .t}.\en
‘swing into action to carry it out! How inspiring
such a conference would be to the whole Negro
people! How effective it would be in winning the

support and assistance of organized labor! How
it would frighten the brass hats and Jim Crow
politicians!

There have been various proposals om how to
eliminate segregation in the armed forces. Ran-
dolph has made one proposal; other Negro leaders
have made others; the Socialist Workers Party
and The Militant have advocated a program of
mass action and nation-wide demonstrations. What
better way is there for reaching a decision than
by a democratic conference of the representatives
of the Negro people themselves? What better
way is there for uniting the Negro masses in
action to achieve a goal for which they all are
striving ?

- In making the decision to hold such a con-
ference, the delegates to the NAACP convention
took a very wise step, and they deserve the
gratitude of all fighters for Negro equality. But
of course their decision represents only a begin-
ning. As we have seen so many times in the
trade union movement, it is not enough to pass
a good resolution; it is also necessary to carry
it out—fully and in the spirit in which it was
intended. Future developments depend not only
on the leaders of the NAACP but, above all, on
the Negro people and their many organizations.

In this sense, the next big step is for NAACP
branches and all other Negro organizations to
start thinking and talking about the proposed
conference, to start working out plans to make
it a success. The Negro press ought to give this
question publicity right now, and the NAACP
leaders should be informed about the amount of
enthusiasm and support which the convention
resolution arouses mot only in the NAACP
branches, but in the Negro community as a whole.
If the support is great enough, the convention
resolution can have far-reaching consequences in
the struggle to smash the Jim Crow system.

Class Justiece

“.It is no longer news that the judges and

especially the Supreme Court judges, under guise

of judicial interpretation, write and rewrite- our
laws and constitution in the interests of the
vested interests. What is significant at the present
-moment is that they dare again to brazenly and
openly push through their dirty work. The recent
“decisions of the Supreme Court on the constitu-
tionality of the Taft-Hartley Act and the ruling
_ of Justice Goldsborough dn the United States Dis-
trict Court on the Norris-La Guardia Anti-In-
. junction Act highlight this ominous trend.
" On June 21 the Supreme Court upheld the
opinions of the lower courts in sustaining the
‘constitutionality of those sections of the Taft-
Hartley Act which required union leaders to
__$ign non-communist affidavits and submit their
financial reports to the government. The lower
court felt constrained, however, by public opinion,
to-declare unconstitutional that section barring
union expenditures in federal election campaigns.
The Supreme Court proceeded to deliberately
misinterpret this section and refused to pass on
its constitutionality, although this was the only
real question beforg it.

How was this sleight-of-hand accomplished?
Philip Murray, CIO president, openly endorsed
‘Garmatz for Congress and spent money to have
this fact publicized in the CIO News. It was
clearly an open violation of the section of the

Taft-Hartley Law and a direct challenge of its -

constitutionality, Murray said so himself. But
the Supreme Court resorted to an obvious false-
hood and\ declared: “We are unwilling to say
that Congiess by its prohibition against corpora-
tions or labor organizations making an ex-
penditure in connection with any election of
candidates for Federal office intended to outlaw
such a publication.”

“ On the surface it might appear that the

Supreme Court was being partial to labor. And
Murray actually had the gall to state that he

By Arthur Burch

was “pleased” that a ‘free press” was ‘vin-
dicated.” But the clear purpose of the tortured
yeasoning and misinterpretation of the law by
the Supreme Court was for the purpose of per-
mitting this clearly unconstitutional section to
remain on the statute books for use at a later
stage.

This is no isolated instance. For example, on
July 11, Justice Goldsborough issued a permanent
injunction banning a strike by three railroad
Brotherhoods. The railroads were “seized” by the
government and for that reason it was held that
the Norris-La Guardia Anti-Injunction Act did
not apply. The precedent had already beet} gstap-
lished by a previous Supreme Court decision in
clear violation of the law. But Goldsborough was
not satisfied with just following that precedent.
He went beyond the facts in this case and stated
that even if the railroads had remained in the
hands of their private owners he would be
obliged to issue an injunction. Thus he prepared
for the next stage where the government can
call for injunctions withcut even the necessity
of going through the farce of a “seizure.”

The labor union leaders are following an ex-
tremely cowardly policy on this crucial front,
Even Lewis who hag conducted the most militant
battle of any top union leader, has never chal-
Jenged the constitutionality of this judge-made
“legalized” strikebreaking. This is a big step
backwards compared to the attitude and actions
of the CIO towards injunctions and courts during
the formative days of the CIO. )

This question has become a matter of life-and-
death for the labor movement. Labor must chal-
lenge the whole rotten setup of “class justice.”
A class campaign to eliminate this menace,
beginning with the demand for the pop}xlar
election and right to recall of all judges right
up to electing labor representatives to take over
the courts, would arouse the American masses
to the true danger and help topple this corrupt
and venal institution of the capitalist order.

Notes from the News

FINNISH ELECTION—In the recent Finnish
Parliamentary elections, the Stalinists lost 156
seats. They will occupy 36 seats as against 51
geats in the previous Parliament. The Conserva-
tive Agrarian Party gained 8 seats to become
the largest force in the new legislature,

* * *

THUMBS DOWN ON DEWEY—Governor
Dewey, Republican presidential candidate, was
denouncéd before 3,500 of the nation’s top school
leaders attending the National Education Asso-
ciation convention in Cleveland for his unsavory
record in the field of education. He was given
a 24-hour ultimatum to reply to the charges.

¥ * v

. NEGRO STARS—The 39-year old veteran
Negro pitcher, Satchel Paige, who had struck out
scores of the leading Big League sluggers in
exhibition games over the past 20 years, was
finally signed up by the Cleveland Indians. He
is the fourth Negro star to be accepted by the

Big Leagues.
- b3 *

AMNESTY—As a follow up on the decision of
the recent UAW convention in urging amnesty
for war objectors the Veterans Department of
the UAW notified President Truman not to delay
further the granting of amnesty.

* L }

COST-PLUS—The U.S. Steel Corporation,
nation’s largest steel producer, has discarded the
industry’s 50-year old base-point pricing system
in favor of the f.o.b. method of computing prices
at its mills and shipping points. Results: Higher
prices for the masses, more profits for the
plutocrats.

- o *

CI0O SUMMER SCHOOLS—Summer schools
have been set up by the CIO in Maryland, Virgi-
nia, West Virginia and Pennsylvania. CIO sum-
mer camps at Port Huron, Mich. and Fawling,
N.Y, will also be utilized as labor schools. In
addition 10,000 CIO members will leave their
work to attend classes at a dozen or more colleges.

* * *

TOP SALARIES—Charles P, Skouras, movie
theater owner, led the Treasury’s first listing

of America's top salary men of 1946 with pay
checks totaling $985,300. Charles E. Wilson,
president of General Motors netted the tidy sum
of $337,193. C. W. Deyo, president of F. W.
Woolworth cashed in $330,152. Harry W. Bracy
of the Kroger Company of Cincinnati knocked
off $380,733. This is for salaries alone.

x Xx *

EDUCATION EXPENDABLE—Dr. Ralph Me-
Donald, executive secretary of the National Com-
mission on Teacher’s Education and Professional
Standards stated that of the 175,000 elementary
teachers needed this fall only 20,000 will be
available, and only 12,000 of these have com-
pleted four year college programs. “Because of
the critical teacher shortage, thousands of young
elementary school children would receive an
inferior education and be seriously handicapped
in later life,” he declared.

L4 ¥ -

FREE ENTERPRISE—The Agriculture De-
partment has bought about 8 million bushels of
surplus potatoes that could not be marketed
above the support level. While farmers got an
average of $1.50 a bushel the department is
getting rid of them to industrial alcohol plants
at about 21 cents a bushel. More are going to
livestock feed at a penny a hundred-weight.
Only a few are going free to charitable institu-
tions.

* * *

INDUSTRIAL CASUALTIES—John W. Gib-
son, acting secretary of labor, told a conference
of editors of industrial magazines that there are
2 million job injuries every year. Last year,
17,000 workers were killed and 91,000 perman-
ently disabled. One American worker is killed
every 16 seconds. One is killed or crippled every
four minutes.

= x =

CORRECTION—A. Philip Randolph denies
that his new League for Non-Violent Civil Dis-
obedience Against Military Segregation is advo-
cating resistance to the draft by “feigning illness,
fake dependents and other subterfuges,” as re-
ported in the press. He says it is advocating
only refusal to register and refusal to be ind-
ucted.

VOLUME XII,

While the official leadership
continually restated and re-
wffirmed the orvganization's tra-
ditional non-partisan, non-polit-
ical policy, they gave left-handed
support to the Truman adminis-
tration, using the President's
civil rights report as the pretext,

The most brazen  campaign
speech was made. by Channing
Tebias, winner of the Spingarn
Award. Most delegates agreed
that a more open and direct bid
for support of Truman could not
have been made. These types of
speeches aroused so much indig-
nation among the delegates that
the Rev. Clarence T. R. Nelson,
well-known for his work in the
St. Paul branch, arose on a point
of personal privilege and cens-
ured the leadership for permit-
ting such a partisan speech to be
made on behalf of the Truman
administration.

DELEGATES PROTEST

Walter White," executive Sec-
retary, interrupted the session
soon after this and read a state-
ment explaining that many dele-
gates had personally protested to
him and he urged the conference
not to “miscontrue” the speeches.

Finally, at a mass meeting at
the Kansas City Municipal Audi-
torium this afternoon, attended
by 4,000 people, Walter White
attacked the Democratic, Re-

L]

publican, and Wallace parties

THE MILITANT

KANSAS CITY, June 27—The most important thread run- ®
ning through the deliberations of the 39th Annual Conference of
the NAACP was the intense preoccupation wich politics.

with “equal” intensity. He said
that while the Truman adminis-
tration presented a wonderful
civil rights report. they have
done nothing to carry it out, that
Truman was giving in to Southern
pressure, He made clear that
while the Republicans made fine
campaign speeches, they have not
passed a single piece of legisla-
tion on behalf of the Negro peo-
ple during the period that they
controlled Congress.

Walter White added that the
colored people could not support
Wallace. During the years he was
Secretary of Commerce, his de-
partment practiced the worst Jim
Crow restrictions of any federal
agency. When Wallace was Vice-
president, he was silent on the
question of anti-poll tax and anti-
lynch legislation.

After explaining that all three
parties were not the answer,
Walter White concluded by calling
on the Negro people to register
and vote for candidates of their
choice, without in any way indi-
cating what candidates to sup-
port!

CALL NATIONWIDE
CONFERENCE

The conference unanimously
voted to accept a resolution eall-
ing for a nation-wide mass cam-
paign against Jim Crow in the
armed forces. This resolution was

presented by Herbert Hill, dele-
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NAACP Calls for A United Move
To Abolish Jim Crow in the Army

gate from the Manhattan Branch
of New York, who explained that

his branch had started a four-|

month campaign to culminate in
u parade and demonstration in
Columbus Circle. This resolution
ordered the National Office of
the NAACP to call a conference
of all Negro organizations to in-
augurate a nation-wide mass
campaign against Jim Crow in
the armed forces.

Among the many resolutions
passed was one demanding the
immediate resignation of Secre-
tary of the Army Kenneth Royall
for his anti-Negro public state-
ments and his policy of enforcing
army Jim Crow, .

Another resolution called for
the active support of the NAACP
for all civil rights legislation re-
gardless of party label.

An inspiring feature of the
conference was the report from
the Southern membership. This
sector now comprises over 40%
of the total NAACP membership.
The Southern delegates reported
numerous militant activities re-
sulting, in one case, in large
numbers of Negroes voting in
North and South Carolina for the
first time,

Very much in evidence in this
convention were men and women
from all over the country who are
prominent in the Negro struggle.
Many heroic tales were related
cf great personal sacrifice and
the intense 'devotion on the part

of many delegates in the great

Sign Soft Coal Pact

President John L. Lewis of the United Mine Workers signs
the new 1948 wage contract providing a $1 a day pay boost for
400,000 bituminous coal miners. Looking on is UMW Sec.-Treas,

John Owens.

(Federated-Pictures)

battle to achieve full equality
for the colored people of
United States.

Next yvear's conference of the

the | NAACP will be held in Los Ang-

cles, Calif.

By Paul Schapiro

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT
AND THE COMING OF THE
‘WAR 1941: A STUDY IN AP-
PEARANCES AND REALITIES
by Charles A. Beard, Yale Uni-
versity Press, 1948, 614 pp., $5.60.
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When Professor Charles A.
Beard, America’s most distin-
guished academic historian, heard
of the Japanese attack on Pearl
Harbor, he knew, from his study
of diplomatic history, that there
was more behind it than Roose-
velt stated in his war message to
Congress. He was resolved to
begin immediately an investiga-
tion of how the United States got
into the war.

He was considerably aided by
the disclosures which were made
as each section of the govern-
ment tried to clear itself of re-
spensibility for the disaster at
Pearl Harbor. First Roosevelt's
hand-picked commission exone-
rated the administration high-
ups and put the blame on General
Short and Admiral Kimmel, the
army and navy commanders at
Pearl Harbor. Then army and
navy boards shifted the major
responsibility from their fellow
brass hats to the politicos in
Washington, including, by impli-
cation, Roosevelt. Truman next
stepped in and said that it was
Congress’s fault for having
blocked Roosevelt's ‘prepared-

record shows that Congress voted
more money for the military from
1933 to 1941 than Roosevelt had
asked.

As a result of all of these
charges and counter-charges
there was a good deal of pressure
on Congress to make its own in-
quiry. The Republicans were not
at all adverse to exposing a Dem-
ocratic administration. In trying
tc prove that it had given Short
and Kimmel sufficient warning,
the administration divulged part
of the secret history of the origin
of the war. This belied Roose-
velt's picture of a sudden, unex-
pected, treacherous Japanese at-
fack made while relations be-
tween Japan and- the United
States were peaceful.

DRIVE TO WAR

Thousands of documents, such
ar the personal messages ex-
changed between Roosevelt and
Churchill, are still secret, But
cnough has come out for Beard
to demonstrate conclusively that,
while the Roosevelt government
was assuring the American peo-
rle that its foreign policy was
designed to keep the United
States oul of war, it was con-
sciously driving toward war, P

As early as October 8, 1940,
Roosevelt was publicly proclaim-
ing “again and again and again”
in his election campaign “your
President says this country is
not going to war.”. At the same
time he told Admiral Richardson,
Commander in Chief of the Pacific
Fleet, who was 'inquiring about

the government’s perspectives to

ness” program — although the|’

know how to deploy his fleet, that
“as the war continued and the
area of operations expanded
sooner or later they [the Japa-
nese] would make a mistake and
we would enter the war.” And
on January 21, 1941, he replied
in‘a similar vein to a letter by
Grew, the ambassador to Japan.
Grew had stated that, unless the
United States would withdraw
from Greater East Asia and the
South Seas, “(which God forbid),
we are bound eventually to come
to a head-on clash with Japan.”
Roosevelt replied: “I find myself
in decided agreement with your
conclusions.”

“AN ACT OF WAR”

Roosevelt, however, regarded
war with Japan as only one
phase of the struggle between
the two imperialist camps. His
main interest at this time was

ROOSEVELT

to “speed up” *our participation
in the conflict” raging in Europe,
as the Committee to Defend Am-
erica by aiding the Allies was
demanding. This committee, which
had secret relations with Roose-
velt and his administration,
served as an advance corps of
drum-beaters. All this time Roose-
velt was publicly arguing that
such measures as Lend-Lease
would keep the country out of a
“shooting” war. He dismissed as
absurd the charge made during
the Lend-Lease debate that he
contemplated using war vessels
to escort merchant ships and
that this would involve shooting.
Sqon, however, American naval
patrols were sweeping half-way
across the Atlantic, cooperating
with the British in tracking down
German submarines. On July 11,
1941, a secret navy order called
for convoying, which Roosevelt
had denied considering and which
Secretary of the Navy Knox had
characterized as “an act of war.”

When the destroyer Kearny
was torpedoed, Roosevelt went to
the radio to proclaim: “We have
wished to avoid shooting. But

the shooting has started. And

history has recorded who fired
the first shot. In the long run,
however, all that will matter is
who fired the last shot. America
has been attacked.” This was
clearly intended to be a bugle-call
to war. The Democratic platform
of 1940 had pledged that Amer-
ican forces would not fight in
foreign lands “excepl in case of
attack.,” “Now,” as Arthur Krock
of the N.Y. Times, a leading war
mongrel, gleefully noted, “the
President has officially declared
that ‘America has been attacked.’
Therefore, by the very text of
the platform pledge, the promise
against dispatch of our armed
forces ‘outside the Americas' as
well as the rest of the promise
can be held to be automatically
cancelled.”

TURNED SOUR

The bugle-call turned sour,
however, when wide-spread sus-
picions were confirmed by leak-
ages in the press and later by
enforced official admission that
the Kearny, far from having been
attacked without provocation, had
been torpedoed only after it had
lcosed a number of depth charges
on a pack of German submarines
while on convoy duty. The fiasco
was so complete that Krock evi-
dently decided that the back-fir-
ing of Roosevelt’s charges of
“attack” made the future use of
such occurrences impossible, He
reviewed the facts of this and
two other incidents. He showed
Fow in each case Roosevelt lied,
ard called upon him to proceed
on his course boldly and without
subterfuge.

Roosevelt, however, knew that
he needed to be able to say that
the United States had been at-
tacked in order to suppress anti-
war sentiment. On November 25,
1941, according to the notes which
Secretary of War Stimson made
for his own use, Roosevelt and
his War Cabinet took up the
question “how we should maneu-
ver them [the Japanese] into the
pesition of firing the first shot
without allowing too much danger
to ourselves.”

When Roosevelt imposed an
embargo on exports to Japan at
the end of the previous July, he
did so in the face of his naval
experts advice, that this would
a!most certainly lead to an early
attack by Japan on Malaya, the
Dutch East Indies and the Phil-
ippines in a search for oil. At
the Atlantic Conference in Aug-
ust, the public announcement
stated that no commitments had
been made excepi those author-
ized by the Lend-Lease Act. Yet
Roosevelt and Churchill had
secretly agreed to occupy the
Azores and the Cape Verde Is-
lands and to send parallel di-
plomatic warnings to Japan to
halt its expansion in Asia. Roose-
velt believed, says one of Sum-
ner Welles' private memoranda
cr. the conversations, that “by
200pting this course any further
move of aggression on the part
of Japan which might result in

war could be held off for at least

thirty days.” After Japan had
received the warnings, with their
threat of war if she struck out
for oil in the Pacific, she initia-
ted negotiations to which the
United States responded, by what
the British Ambassador to Japan
called “a policy of stalling.”

APPROACHING CRISIS

At the end of November, how-
ever, the erisis could no longer
he staved off. American intelli-
gence was intercepting and de-
coding messages from Tokyo to
the Japanese ambassador regu-
larly. It learned that Tokyo, des-
perate to reach a settlement, was
sending him two proposals, one
tc be used for bargaining pur-
poses, the other, “a last effort to
prevent something from happen-
ing,” as it phrased it.

Hull replied to the first pro-
posal with a memorandum the
demands of which went far be-
yend even the warning note of
August. They required Japan to
get out of China and Indo-China.
It was as impossible for Japanese
imperialism to do this as it was
for American imperialism to
abandon its interests in the Paci-
fic. The very thought of this had
caused Grew to exclaim piously,
“God forbid!”

Roosevelt well knew this. He
told his War Cabinet on Novem-
ber 25, the day before the deliv-
ery of the memorandum, wrote
Stimson in his private notes, that
“we were likely to be attacked
perhaps (as soon as) next Mon-
day [December 1], for the Jap-
anese are notorious for making
an attack without warning, and
tlie question was what we should
do.” It was then that it was de-
cided to maneuver the Japanese
into firing the first shot. On
November 27, a wire was sent to
General Short: “Negotiations with
Japanese appear to be termi-
rated to all practical purposes
with only the barest possibilities
that the Japanese Government
might come back and offer to
continue. Japanese future action
unpredictable but hostile action
possible at any moment. If hos-
tilities cannot, repeat cannot, be
avoided the U.S. desires that
Japan commit the first overt
act.”

A PEARL HARBOR

Stimson now became nervous
under the strain. He advised
Loosevelt that “the . desirable
thing to do from the point of
view of our own tactics and safe-
ty was to take the initiative and
attack without further warning.
It is axiomatic that the best de-
fense is offense. It is always
dangerous to wait and let the
enemy make the first move”—
that is, he advised Roosevelt to
do what the Japanese govern-
ment was later to do at Pearl
Harbor—and to do this without
calling upon Congress for a de-
claration of war. However, it
was decided that the tactics of
maneuvering the Japanese into
attacking first were to be con-

tinued.

How Roosevelt Maneuvered Us Into War

The War Cabinet was able to
follow each stage of this maneu-
vering. On November 28, it in«
tercepted a message to the Jap-
anese ambassador in which he
was instructed that Hull’s mem-
crandum was a “humiliating pro-
posal” which could not be used
as “a basis for negotiations” but
that he was not “to give the im«
pression that the mnegotiations
are broken off.” It was now Jap-
an's turn to stall for a while, but
it did not know that in doing so
it was being out-tricked. On
December 4 or 5, the Japanese
ambassador received orders to
burn all records, a sure indica-
tion of imminent war, When
Roosevelt got word of this, he
asked his naval aide, “Well, when
de you think it will happen?”
And on December 6, the evening
Lefore the Japanese attack,
Roosevelt told Harry Hopkins in
front of his naval aide’s assist-
ant, who had just brought him
part of an intercepted Japanese
nmessage breaking off negotia-
tions: “This means war.” When
finally the news of the Japanese
attack came, Stimson wrote in
his diary: “My first feeling was
of relief that the indecision was
over and that a crisis had come
ir a way which would unite all
our people, This continued to be
my feeling in spite of the news
of catastrophes which quickly
geveloped.”

PSYCHOLOGICAL BARRAGE

The war against Germany and
Japan, then, was preceded by a
psychological barrage against
the American people to break
down their anti-war resistance by
insidious propaganda, veassuring
promises and nerve-racking
alarms. By these means, the
masses were softened up for the
big blitz.

In giving a detailed account of
this psychological barrage, Beard
has rendered a valuable ‘service.
He has enabled us to understand
better the techniques of the new
campaign led by Marshall, a mem-
ber of Roosevelt’s inner War
Cabinet, to prepare the United
States for war against the Soviet
Union. Beard’s last-chapter plea
for a return to a “system of
limited government fortified by
checks and halances” to safeguard
the country against totalitarien
militarization is, however, une
realistic. A government with
limited powers was only possible
in a time of expanding capitale
ism, when competition, which re-
quired certain liberties, was the
rule. The giant trusts which do-
minate the United States today
require a highly centralized gov«
ernment, as authoritarian as pos-
sible,

The drive toward war is not
to be stopped by putting reliance
on capitalist politicians or think-
ing to go back t6 an earlier stage
of capitalism. It can only be
stopped by the determined strug-
gle of the workers; led by their
own party, in a fight which must
ultimately result in the overthrow

of capitalism.



