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War Tension

Increases Over
Berlin Conflict

By Arthur Burch

‘A critical international situa-
tion exists in Berlin. The Amer-
ican Big Brass in Berlin and the
military-dominated State De-
partment are taking us step by
step on the road to war. Under
the spell' of the ballyhoo and
demagogy of the Republican and
Democratic = conventions blared
over the radio and spread over
the nation’s newspapers, the Am-
erican ‘pepple’ have been lulled
into-a false sense of security.

Having abandoned their fan-
tastic. Potsdam plan to turn Ger-
many. jnto a pastoral state, the
American industrialists are now
héll-bent on splitting that coun-
try's economy into two sectors
against the will of the German
masses. Not satisfied with car-
ving out a- Western zone together
with- their English and French
allies-in-crime, the American im-
yerialists insist on pursuing their
divisive aims within the city of
Berlin which falls in the Soviet
zone. Fully aware in advance that
the institution of the new cur-
rency into the western sector of
Berlin would bring about a cha-
otic state of affairs and invitie re-
prisals on the part of the Soviet
Union, the American Brass never-
theless went ahead with its sinis-
ter designs against the German
peaple. i

UNEMPLOYMENT

Even before the Soviet gauleit-
ers imposed their blockade around
Berlin, the introduction of the
rew Dentschemark was expected
to bring about large unemploy-
ment in the Western zone. Now,
with the drust?e blockade imposed
by  the callous “Soviet bureau-
crats, there are 200,000 unem-
ployed in Berlin alone. Thus ap-
proximately 800,000 people, if
we include their dependants, or
one third of the Berlin population,
are now destitute. This number
is expected to increase by anoth-
er 50% in the immediate period.
General Herbert, British Com-
mendant, estimates that industry
will decline to 20% of its previous
level. Gas for cooking has been
cut to 60% and street lighting
will go down to 25% of what it
was, And if the impasse between
Washington and Moscow contin-
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uwes much longer there is grave
danger of famine for the German
people.

But the American military is
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1ar more concerned.with its own | SN

prestige than with the plight of

the Berlin masses. Col. Frank L. |}

Howley, U.S. Commandant, had
the gall to give the Cerman peo-
ple a lesson in democracy. He
said: “We ask that you cheer-
fully stand up to these privations
and that you bear in mind that
{veedom and democracy have al-
ways been purchased only by
siruggle and suffering.”

Declarations like these sound
like a mockery to German ears.
The American military command
i< ruling by the club and bayonet,
like the armed conquerors of an-
cient days. It is reappointing ex-
Mazis to the various government
posts and trying to rehabilitate
the hated capitalism which
Lrought on the ruination of the
country in the first place.

That the Berlin situation is
taking an ominous turn is made
clear by the fact that negotia-
tions have been taken away from
the military administrators and
rlaced directly into the hands of
the governments. The notes of
the American, British and French
State Departments protesting the
blockade by the Soviet Union all
sveak of ‘“the extremely serious
international situation.” Drew
Middleton, N.Y. Times correspon-
dent, correctly observes: “The
longer the Soviet Blockade re-
mains in force, the longer are
tempers stretched and the possi-
bility of some incident that could
not be smoothed out by diplomat-
ic means becomes greater.”

FRENCH CLAUSE

Under pressure of the tremen-
dous anti-war sentiment of the
masses, the French note is care-
ful to include the following state-
ment: “There will be no appeal
to force as a means of resolving
the differences that may exist
lretween the Soviet Government
and itself on any point in the
Ferlin situation.” This significant
clause is emitted from the Amer-
ican and British notes. Washing-
ton has mobilized hundreds of
cargo planes to carry food and
coal to the Berlin citizenry. Clay
Loastfully declares: “We can keep
it (the air lift) up as long as the
American people want to keep it
up.”

But Clay lies when he states
that the “Amevican people want
to keep it up.” 1t is further ad-
mitted that the air lift cannct
prevent famine and chaos for
any length of time. What is nec-
essary is the withdrawal from
Berlin and the rest of Germany by
the military of both the U.S. and
the Soviet Union. All talk of de-
mocracy is a fraud while foreign
lroops remain quartered in Ger-
many and elsewhere. The Amer-
ican people must demand a
sharp halt to this mad policy
which is leading us to a new
world war,

Draftin

the Platform

et NSO T,

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich.,
June 23 — Despite the 3,119,988
reelection of August Scholle to
the state’s CIO presidency, this
tenth annual Michigan CIO con-
vention shows signs of a shift
on the part of the workers away
from the red-baiting Reuther
group.

As an example, the delegates
¢f Dodge lLocal 3, representing
15,000 members, were overwhel-
mingly anti- Reuther, This same
local elected a solid Reuther
group for the UAW convention
last fall. Lincoln Local 900, solid-
iy pro-Reuther at the last UAW
convention, were solidly anti-
Reuther at this convention. Local
157, large tool and die unit, pro-
Reuther at the UAW convention,
was here overwhelmingly anti-
Reuther. Ford Local 600, largest
in the world, showed a shift away
from Reuther in the election of
delerates to this convention.

While this shift away from the

Reuther group is still minor, it
is the beginning of realization by
workers that red-baiting does not
solve the problems in the shop.

Some observers have even sta-:

ted that had the anti-Reuther
farces organized and concentra-
ted their forces for this conven-
tion, they possibly could have
won the Michigan CIO from the
Reuther group. It was noted that
a number of key anti-Reuther
lucals were not represented at
the convention, such as the Olds
Local from Lansing, Plymouth
Local of Detroit and Buick Local
of Flint. The steelworkers, who
also control a large bloc of votes,
are no longer affiliated with the
state CIO because of their hostil-
ity to Reuther. Neither were the
Public Workers, also anti-Reuth-
er, represented in full force. It
was reported the delegates in this
state convention represented less
than 50% of the CIO members in
the state of Michigan.

Open red-baiting was injected

Oppsiin Group trbng _
At Gathering of Mich. CIO

into this convention by James
Carey, CIO secretary-treasurer.
In a tirade against ““communists”
who seek to ‘“sovietize” the Am-
erican trade unions, he aroused
the right-wing delegates in op-
position not only to the Stalinists,
but to all militants dissatisfied
with the Reutherite policy. How-
ever, five minutes after Carey’s
tirade, about one-third of the
convention was applanding the
nomination for State CIO pres-
ident Frank Davis from the Lin-
coln Local on an anti-Reuther
and anti-red-baiting program of
militant, democratic unionism and
for a labor party to combat em-
ployer-government attacks.

The other occasion for red-bait-
ing occurred on the question of
Folitical Action Committee policy.
Speeches from the floor were
made that any support for a third
party would help the forces of
reactionary republicanism and
the Communist Party. For the
most part, however, the red-bait-

New Developments in Tito-Kremlin Break

By John G. Wright

American workers, like work-
ers everywhere, are deeply in-
terested in the break between
Belgrade and Moscow.

Only yesterday Tito was second
only to Stalin in the universe
which all Stalinists inhabit; today
the Stalinists call him an “ad-
venturer.” Yesterday Yugoslavia
was pictured by them as the very
model of a democracy;”
today, they aenounce it
country which has deserted “the

united front of all the forces
working for peace,” and is head-
ing for the warmongering camp
of imperialism.

Yesterday the ‘‘collaboration”
Letween Stalin and Tito was
symbolized by their portraits
hanging side by side. Today, the
Kremlin feverishly mobilizes an-
ti-Tito forces everywhere, in
China and in the United States,
in Albania as well as in Soviet

Bussla, For its part, Belgrade

“new
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takes anxious counter-measures,
Lroadeasting to the world every
sign of support, cspecially from
Yugoslav citizens in the USSR.

Tito’s regime is obviously try-
ing to straddle, The Kremlin, just
1s obviously, is coldly and savage-
ly determined to crush Tito. Stal-
mists everywhere, especially their
press, are heing whipped up into
this same mood. The Daily
Worker — like the Stalinist edi-
tors of |"Humanite, states edi-
torially that the struggle in Yugo-
siavia “will grow more acute.”

This is no merve cditorial fore-
cagt. This is the hoarse voice of
Stalin’s  seeret  murder-machine,
ordering all its flunkies in France
and in the U.S. to join the snarl-
ing pack now setting itself for
the kill — either that, or take
the conscquences.

Tito pitted against Stalin —
that is how the events are now
personalized. Viewed on that
plane, all the odds are in Stalin’s
favor. Dictator Tito not only
cannot win over Dictator Stalin;
Tito is unable even to temporize
too long, despite the unquestion-

able room he still possesses for
maneuvering between Washing-
ton and Moscow.

Tito,.while trying to straddle,
finds himself compelled to maneu-
ver with still another great force
— a force, separate and apart
from the power of a Tilo, or a
Stalin, or the power of Wall
Street-Washington. This inde-
pendent power is constituted by
the revolutionary workers and
toiling poor of Yugoslavia.

In relation to this great power,
Tito’'s margin for maneuvers
tar more limited than he or his
top staff may imagine. And as
this independent power begins
more and more taking part in the
conflict, Stalin, let alone Tito,
will discover that no man can
cheat the class struggle and its
laws.

Because the enormous Stalin-
ist apparatus of repression has
fmally cracked open, an entirely
new set of alignments is bound
to take place. Each existing
crack will deepen and widen, and
new fissures will tend to appear

1§

Through each opening, however

narrow, the masses will tend to
surge through. It is they who
actually have the last word on
what will be the eventual out-
come of this single duel between
the Little Belgrade Dictator and
the Big Tyrant in the Kremlin.
Tito and Stalin want the work-
ers to choose between them. They
pose all questions as if everything
at hottom comes down to a
choice between a “better” man,
¢r who is more “popular,” “able”
or more ‘“powerful,” “realistic.”
These methods have nothing in
common with real labor politics.
Workers — especially advanced
workers — don't need, nor do
they want “saviors.” They want
leaders able to carry out clear-cut
actions on the basis of a firm
working class program.
Regardless of what -Tito and
Stalin want, the workers will
snrely reject this trap of choosing
between the type of gold-braid
worn in Belgrade as against the
type Stalin prefers in the Krem-
lin.
Both sides still try to cover up
what they really want by raising

all vorts of side issues. And just
because they must — whether
they like it or not — introduce
political IDEAS into their dis-
pute, this struggle has a logic of
its own. The Tito-Stalin rift is
bound to become the starting
point for a world-wide discussion
of all these ideas and questions
which touch the vital interests of
working people everywhere,

Stalin, among other things, ac-
cuses Tito of “Trotskyism.” Tito
has proved himself as deadly a
foe of Trotskyism as his former
Kremlin taskmaster. The Tito-
Stalin conflict differs profoundly
from Trotsky's struggle against
Stalinism. Nevertheless the ques-
tions already involved in the
Tito-Stalin clash cannot be fully
understood except in the light of
the life-and-death battle waged
by the Russian Left Opposition,
led by Trotsky against Stalinism.
It is incumbent, especially for the
followers of the Stalinist parties,
now to review and reconsider the
whole struggle between Trotsky-
ism and Stalinism in the light of
the Yugoslav events.

Support the $25,000
Election Campaign
Fund

See Editorial on Pg. 4

ing was contained at this conven-
tion. Even in the shops, during
the campaigns for election of
delegates, the red-baiting was
conducted underhandedly, rather
than flagrantly as before.

While red-baiting still is the
cement that holda the Reuther
foreces together, it is not as
bold as it was a year ago and
not as effective with greater sec-
tions of workers. The progressive
forces are also better organized
tc meet it.

The delegates at this conven-
tion were jealous of their dem-
ocratic rights, and broke caucus
discipline to vote down by a 2-
fo-1 vote the leadership’s pro-
posal to hold conventions every
two years instead of every year.

The Reuther leadership con-
tinued its disregard of democratic
1ights of minorities by refusing
to - place any oppositionist dele-
gate on any convention commit-
tee. So raw was this violation of
democratic procedure that even
Reuther delegates got up té pro-
test. However, Scholle’s decision
stuek.

The Reuther forces used every
means to secure a flock of “suit-
cuse votes.” From every little
local they could get their hands
on, the Reutherites carried proxy
credentials for themselves to vote
their slate.

The bankruptcy of the Reuther
forces was best illustrated on
political action. Here, the Reu-
therites could do no more than
follow the same policy that had
brought disaster in the past —
follow the Dgmocratic Party.
More than a third of the conven-
tion opposed them. How many of
these delegates wanted to support
Yallace, and how many favored
the organization of a genuine
labor party, it is hard to say.

Among the anti-Reuther forces,
the Stalinists received a decisive
licking. Within the caucus both
their nominees for president and
ceceretary-treasurer were defeat-
od. “Two progressive anti-Stalin-
ists were nominated by the cau-
cus. Thus, the Stalinists are
reaping the harvest sown from
their no-strike pledges, piecework
resolutions, and speedup cam-
paigns. They are receiving blows
from the militant workers at the
same time thal they lose their
support from the right.
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Decomposition of Democratic Pa
Exhibited by National Convention

er_)_’. .

.Glabor Bureaucrats Trapped

In a Political Blind-Alley

Newspaper commentators last week vied with each other i
finding morbid terms to describe the Democratic Party’s na=-
tional convention. The word most often used was “wake.”

The description is not inapt. The delegates in Philadelphia

' were mourning over their anti-
'| cipated loss of the spoils, plums
‘| ond patronage they had enjoyed

through 16 unbroken years of
Democratic national political rule,

Their best political witch-doc-
tors went through their rites and
incantations. But looking at the
patient, everyvone shook his head
gloomily, Even though the Dem-
ceratic Party may linger on for
quite a while, it is plain to see
it will never be the same again.

The Democratic Party js rot-

| ten and bleeding internally. Its
.insides are a mass of malignant

tumors which are now rapidly
breaking down and decomposing.

UNHOLY ALLIANCE

For the past 16 years the Dem-
ocratic Party has existed as an
unholy, unprincipled alliance of
conflicting interests, They range
from the New Deal-type liberals
and labor leaders to the Big City
bosses and the Southern white
supremacists. Until two years
ago, it even included the Stalin-
1sts. The tie that has bound them

| together has been the mutual di-

vision of the spoils of office and
the patronage and favors shared
out to them by the White House,

But that tie has become frayed
and broken under the stresses
and strains of the more funda-
mental eonflicts that have raged
between these antagonistic elem-
cnts. Even while Roosevelt, the
master maneuverer and fixer was
utill alive, these hostile elements
were coming into open conflict.

Truman inherited these con-
flicts when they were alrveady in
an acute stage. He inherited
them, moreover, when the pres-
(ige of the Democratic Party was
vell on the down-grade. Every
national election since 1936 had
shown a greater and greater drift
away from the Democrats,

The Democrats can still write
a platform that does not lack for
I:beral phrases. They can talk
about repeal of the Taft-Hartley
Act and civil rights legislation.
But so far as the Democrats are
concerned, the American people

i®)

are not going by platform. They
have performance to go by,

LIBERAL PHRASES

Not all the moth-eaten liberal
yhrases brought out for airing
every four years from the New
Deal closet and not all the re-
newals of thrice-broken promises
can prevail. The American people
are going to repudiate the Dem-
ocratic Party in November.

From right to left in the Dems-
ocratic Party, its leading elements
tave tried to give the impression
that all that’s wrong with the
party is Truman — a different
candidate would save the day.
Lut after all kinds of shenanigans
to draft this person and that,
they had to wind up with Truman.
To repudiate him, would be to
Tepudiate the record of the Dem-
ocratic Administration.

The point to remember most of
all is that this party in decom-
position, this discredited man who
heads that party are the creations
of Roosevell himself. This ig
the heritage he left. Just three
years since his death have suf.
ficed to show how well he builded
and with what materials. Roose-
velt; the “master architect,”: e-.
rected this shoddy structure,
bound together not with the,
cement of principle and program,
but the mud of patronage.

YEW PARTY

Where will those wailing be-
fore this tottering structure —
those like the labor leaders erying
hopelessly for “another Roose-
velt" — where will they turn
now? Will they stand wringing
their hands, waiting for the Dem-
ocratic Party walls to fall on
their heads? Or will they try to
slink like eravens back under the
roof of the Republican Party they
rejected 16 yvears ago?

It would be foolish for the
workers to wait upon these dem-
oralized and disoriented union
leaders to give a sensible answer,
‘The ranks of labor must begin
now to build a political house of
their own — their own party.

98°% BACK UNION SHOP
IN FORD POLL BY NLRB

DETROIT — The Ford workers have given their answer

to Ford Motor Company.

Here are the results of the

NLRB election for a union shop
lield from July 1 to the 9th, un-
der the provisions of the Taftl-
Hartley Act. 88,943 of the 91,081
Ford workers or about 98% voted
for the union shop. The total
eligible to vote was 98,989 which
included men on leave, on vaca-
tion, hospitalized, ete. The *“neé”
votes totalled 1,214. There were
421 voided ballots and 924 chal-
lenged.

On the first day 30,000 men
jammed the voting booths at the
Rouge plant, some waiting in line
for upwards of an hour and a
half to cast their ballot.

In the face of combined com-
pany-government attack, the men
tightened their ranks, despite a
let of dissatisfaction with the
union leadership, and gave an
inspiring demonstration of soli-
darity, which reminded the old
timers of the wonderful fighting
unity of the organization days at
Ford.

The sweeping vote takes on
cven greater significance in view
cf the present union conflict with
the company.

In the recent period, Ford an-
nounced an incentive program
for foremen, with promotion de-
pendent upon how little scrap and
how much production over stand-
ards they could turn in, Further-
more, John S. Bugas, Ford vice-
president, in a confidential letter

1o supervisors, advised that the
company had every right to es-
{ublish “temporary” standards of
production with no interference
from the union, and that men
have been known to work for
many years at 125% and more
above production standards with
no ill effecls'.
CHANGED TUNE

Ford is also the only one of
the “big three” who has not yet
settled with the union on wages.
Bugas has, of course, changed
his tune since GM settled, about
the Ford workers taking a cut
in pay. The company has now of-
fered 11 cents to the men earn-
ing up to $1.50 and 14 cents to
those ahove. But they couple this
offer with a proposal for incen-
tive production. The men resent
the wage offer not so much be-
ceause of its amount, but because.
they feel it is an attempt to div
vide the skilled workers from
the unskilled. The men have also-
not. forgotten the paid lunch pe-
riods which the company cancel-
led a couple of months ago. And
they are determined to resist the
speedup. .

The negotiations have reached
a stalemate and Rouge Local 600
has called for a strike vote.on
Sunday, July 18. Local 551 of
Chicago has already voted unan-
imously for such action at the
discretion of the national bar-~
gaining committee.
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So-Called ‘“Congress of Peoples’

Boomerangson Yellow ““Socialists’

PARIS — A Congress of the
Pé&ples of f_urope Asia and
Africa was held in Paris by the
Committee for the Socialist Uni-
tett States of Burope, on June 19,
90 and 21. The Congress organiz-
ers were the left Social Demo-
erats (Marceau Pivert for France,
Fenner Brockway of the British
Labor Party), and all organiza-
tiens claiming to be socialist ‘or
democratic as well as all colonial
organizations were invited.

On the eve of thes Congress
opening, l.eon Blum, in an edit-
orial of Le Populaire, expressed
the objects of the Congress in
his own flowery style:

|

“Is it possible at present to
separate the Iluropean Ntates
from those peoples attached to
them by the centuries old phen-
omena of colonization? Is it pos-
sible to imagine a political and
moral status of an Furopean
Federation which does not ex-
tend into the other continents?
In supposing the complete
success of the Marshall Plan, in
supposing that in four years,
European production will not
c¢nly be restored but considerably
increased, how will it be able to
Frovide its normal and perman-

initiators of the movement for
the Socialist United States of
Murope have remained consistent
with themselves. The presence
[ alome on French soil of represen-
tatives of the indigenous move-
ments of Asia and Africa opens
perspectives and hopes as yet
undefined.”

This Congress was the first
attempt of Social Democracy, by
means of its “left” representu-
tives, to penetrate into colonial
domains, where thus far the
Stalinists alone had won influ-
cnee, It was an operation to as-
sociate  these colonial  groups
with the politics of the socialist
purlies of Western Furope,

TROTSKYIST MILITANTS
PARTICIPATE

In addition to the left Social
Democrats, @ number of emigre
Socinl Demoerats from Bastern
Furope, hostile not only to Stal-
inism but also to the USSR, were
- attendance, There was also a
motley crew of various centrist
groups (POUM of Spain, 1LP of
Britain, Archeo-Marxists of
Greece, RDR of France, ete.) It
15 unntcessary to state that con-
tradictions  swarmed Dbetween
these people — and it is thanks

the IPourth International, Bolshe-
vik-Leninist Party of India, Bel-
shevik-Leninist Party of Ceylon,
Revolutionary Communist League
of Palestine.

While the peoples of Europe
were practically not represented
at this “Congress of the Peoples,
the colonial peoples were very
widely represented, especially
from Africa. These colonial par-
ticipants sought above aull to ex-
press their demands.

Between the aims of thé Con-
press organizers and the repre-
sentatives of the colonial peoples
existed an insurmountable ¢on-
tradietion. Sooner or later a con-
flict was inevitable between those
who dream of “good” colonialism
und those who aspire to free
themselves from the colonial
voke.

On the first day, the debates
had a somewhat academic tone,
the socialists being content with
platitudinous generalities, and
the colonial delegates with put-
ting forward their demands with
an attitude of expectancy,

The Congress leaders, Fenher
Brotkway and Marceau Pivert,
used every means fo prevent the
TFrotskyist representatives from

»n! Frank denouncing

in  vain discussions  with the
Pureau to permit two of the
Trotskyist  representatives to
speak, there remained nothing
else but to expose the facts to
the Congress itself.

The statement of Comrade

the pseudo-
democracy of the Congress organ-
izers had the result of imme-
Grately securing the right to speak
for the militanis of the Fourth
International. Above all, hawever.
it stimulated those who had some-
thing to say.

The constitution of the Con-
gress commissions expressed in
subtle fushion the objects of the
organizers. Theré was:

1) An economic commission,
charged with studying plans,
vthich when ‘they had any mean-
ing, meant the association of the
colonies with their metropolitan
countries.

2) A political commission which
was subdivided into a general
political sub-commission, a sub-
commission for Palestine, and
threé sub-commissions, Britain
and the British Empire, France
and the French Union, Holland
and the Dutch Commonwealth.
The organizers rejected the pro-
posal for sub-commissions on

ent meeds of imports: oil, copper,
cotton, wool, cereals, meat and
fats, ete. . .?

“‘One sees that, in orgunizing
the ‘Congress of the Peoples,’ the

to this that our Trotskyist mili-
tunts were allowed to participate.

The Trotskyist organizations
were represented by the PCI
(IFrance), Vietnamesé Group of

cxpressing their point of view;
Our speakers were ignoréd and
time was given to anyone who
wrrived in order to waste time.
After spending nearly two hours

Africa, the Middle East, and the
Far East.

Despite the manuevers of the
Congress organizers, the demands
of the colonial peoples were voiced

The Struggle of the

Latin Americans

For Liberation from the Imperialists

This is a continuation of the Manifesto issued by the recent
World Congress of the Fourth International.

For the United States of Latin America

[For four centuries, the immense territories of Latin America
have been the favorite prey of international brigands. serving
as a most important source of their wealth. After the Spain of
tle conquistadors. came England of the Manchester era 10
uncover a gold mine in the shape of unlimited markets, cheap
seurces of foods and raw materials. Next came American im-
perialism—to flood the continent with its agents, bankers, oil
prospectors, and rubber planters. After eliminating its German
and Japanese competitors and compelling its English partner
to confine itsell to Argentina, Yankee imperialism rules today
as absolute master over the Latin American peoples. Through
“Good Neighbor” and “Western [lemisphere Defense” con-
ferences, and by standardizing armaments and cleverly distribut-
ing credits, Wall Street and the State Department play, as best
syits their interests, with semi-dictators (as in Brazil) or pure
“democrats” (as in Chile). Through their diplomatic agents
and AFL labor flunkeys, they brutally intervene in the native
Jabor movement, buying up wholesale journalists. deputies and
statesmen, m'g;mi/in" communist witch hunts and  forcibly
splitting the trade unions.

- Stifling within narrow national boundaries whick block the
establishment of a domestic market, lacking an adequate demo-
gtaphic base, ticd to the landowners through large-scale foreign
trade and to foreign capital through the banks, the miserable
and belated [.atin American bourgeoisie is incapable of solving
any problem whatsoever. They have not been able to integrate
into the orbit of capitalist production the huge Indian and Negro
communitics wheh dot the entire continent like so many islands
of backwardness. They have been unable to tear the different
countries away from the bondage of single-crop production.
leaving ecach country’s economy vulnerable to severe shocks
from world economic crises. They have not succeeded in seriously
resisting imperialism but have for a century furnished im-
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lS-Week 25¢ Subs
Begin Rolling In

New York'’s Chelsea Branch is
leading the country in new subs,
tarning in 34 this week. The

“In preparation for the Presi-
dential Campaign subscription
drive which features a 15-week-
25¢ introductory sub to The Mili-
tant, 20,000 new sub cards have
lleen mailed to our agents through
out the country. They are also
svailable to any readers wishing
to support the campaign.

This is an attractive two-color
card. The receipt stub that goes
0 the subscriber carries pictures
of the SWP candidates, Farrell
Dobbs for President and Grace
Carlson for Vice-President. There
are spaces for regular six-month
and full year subs, new or re-
rewal, as well as the 25¢ special.

Readers may send for as many
of these cards as they expect to
he able to use. Subs will be ac-
ceptable in any form, however,
as long as the names and address-
es are complete and legible and
accompanied by payment.

- € ® %

..Even before more than a few
hundred people had seen the new
sub card the 25¢ subs began roll-
g in. Delegates to the recent
SWP convention in New York
sold subs wherever they went, in
groups on street corners, in res-
taurants and in the hotels \\he),e
théy stayed. Comrades from Los
Angeles, San Francisco, Seattle,
Philadelphia and Buffalo were

among the first to turn in new
Subs.

branch is organized into teams
competing on a point basis for
subs and new members. Early
returns promise some lively com-
petition. Whitey has been getting
so many subs he puts his own
rubber stamp on the cards he
turns in — 14 this week. M. Giar-
rasso was second with 6 subs
and Ed Shea turned 49n 5.

= = %

June was a short month for
subs because comrades were busy
on convention arrangements. Fol-
lowing are the branch returns:

New York 66
Philadglphia 33
St. Paul 18
Chicago 17
Minneapolis 16
Milwaukee 13
San Francisca 13
Oakland 9
St. Louis 8
Buffalo 7
Detroit 6
Akron 5
Boston )
Connecticut 5
Flint [
Cleveland 4
Pittsburgh 4
Secatile 3
Newark 2
Toledo 2
Youngstown 2
General 30
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perialism, through the various native political cliques, with
countless servile agents. They have not succeeded in uniting
into one single Latin American nation all these different coun-
tries which speak the same language, whose economics are in-
terdependent, whose e‘nstmg divisions and mutual quarrels
serve only to enslave ' peoples and strengthen international
capitalism.

The Workers And Capitalists

In every Latin American country the specific weight of the
proletariat surpasses by far that of the native bourgeoisie.
Eking out their existence, often under the most intolerable con-
ditions, as among the miners and agricultural workers, these
workers periodically engage in revolutionary movements—fierce
and desperate in their violence. Terrified'by the elemental power
of these, mass movements, the bourgeoisie finds itself again and
again compelled to establish dictatorial regimes, which follow
in the wake of democratic interludes (Cardenas. APRA, Bettan-
cotirt). In the course of the latter, the native bourgeoisie
frequently exploits the working class movement in order to
blackmail and exert pressure on foreign imperialism. Maost often
the state in Latin America assumes a Bonapartist form of 3
peculiar type, tacking and veering between this weak. hetero-
geneous but rapacious bourgeoisie, foreign impertalism, and a
wide layer of the petty bourgeoisie on the one side, and the
young proletariat, which grows in numbers and confidence, on
the other.

It is upon this voung Latin American proletariat that falls
the task of solving the historic problems which the bourgeoisie
has failed to solve.

The Bolivian revolution, the great strikes in Chile and
Brazil, the upsurge of the labor movement in Venczuela, the
recent bloody days in Bogota are proof that the working masses
of l.atin America are no longer willing to remain the eternal
victims of capitalist hucksters. Advancing its candidacy for
power, the Latin American proletariat will assume the leader-
ship of each national anti-imperialist movement and will—

around its program of mational and social emancipation—unite

the impoverished city poor as well as the peasants wha. are
eager 1o free themselves from the big landowners. The revolu-
tionary vanguard of the proletariat in every given country will
learn in every social crisis, and in every conflict between the
masses and imperialism, to advance boldly the program of the
Socialist United States of Latin America. It is the Jduty of the
proletariat in the U.S. to assist their Latin American brothers
with all the forces at their command. At the very moment when
Yankee imperialism is reaching out for world domination, the
base of its power in Latin America will be found shattered.
Before the workers in the United States engage it in decisive
battles at home, Yankee imperialism will receive the most un-
expected blows from the workers south of the Rio Grande.

Reformist ““Solutions”

IT humanity is still beset by the havoc and terror vnleashed
by the explosion of the productive forces, if mankind has not
yet solved its tasks, the fault does not lie with the workers.
They have launched attack after attack on the old system of
production. They have long furnished the most eloquent proofs
ol devotion, sacrifice, abnegation and initiative. The respon-
sibility does rest on the treacherous leadership of the working
class. and solely qn them.

To blame was—and is—the Social Democracy. It was the
Social Democrats who in 1914 deserted 10 the service of the
bourgeoisie; and in 1918 they assured the ruin of the German
revolution: and ever since, they have proved themselves to be,
in the words of Leon Blum, the “loyal managers” of capitalism.
Equally to blame is Stalinism. After causing the disintegration
of the parties of the Third International, Stalinism, by a whole
series of turns has led these parties to adopt the methods of class
collaboration, sometimes cruder, sometimes more refined, but at
all times as pernicious and perfidious as the class collaboration
methods of the Social Democracy.”

And now today, both of these movéments, under the pretext
of avo:dmg the “unnecessary overhead expenses’” of the prole-
tarian revolution, adopt, each in its own way, the reformist
solutions of the “Third Force” and of the “New Democracy.”

These “solutions’™ can lead the working masses onlv to new
catastrophes.

(Continued Next Week)

in these Com-
comrades Dan
(Palestine), Attvgale and Van-
riasinkam for the British Em-
pire, Duret and Thoi for France
and the French Union, defended
cur positions and associated
Lhemselves with many colonial
detegafes.

In the general political sub-
commission, under the joint at-
tacks of colonial delegates and
our representatives Frank and
Bleibtreuw, the Congress organiz-
crs had to accept a whole =eries
of amendments which transform-
«d the document.

But the Commission debates
were only z foretaste of the dif-
iiculties to come for the Congress
organizers, who saw control slip-
ping from their hands,

The next day, the political re-
rorter, Frenay, took care not to
defend a political position and
confined himself to indicating
{he modifications adopted by the
Commission. Comrade Frank of-
fered a counter-resolution. He
criticized the policy of the so-
cialists and proposed the policy
of common struggle of the work-
ers of the metropolitan countries
ond the colonial masses. He de-
rounced in particular the “Third
I'orce” as illusory on the inter-
rational as on the national plane.

The Congress organizers, who
preferred giving him the floor
rather than risking new incidents,
tried to drown the debate by giv-
ing the floor to 4 speakers from
their side, then closing debate
and taking a snap vote. The vote
was vaguely announced as 30
for, 20 against, with more than
H0 delegates not voting because
of the speed of the whole proce-
dure, This aroused a violent pro-
test from the French colonial
delegates, who by this time, had
constituted themselves as a bhloc.
The hall was in an uproar. One
Gelegate castigated the Bureau:
“You say that you are for our
liberation, but here you refuse us
the floor.”

The Congress leaders, Pivert
and Brockway, proceeded to de-
nounce the “Trotskyists sabotag-
ing the Congress.” These centrist
maneuverers thought it possible
to utilize the colonial revolts. Now
faced with this setback, they saw
their only safety in a bureaucratic
attitude.

Bui, the resentment was so
great, that the Congress was in
danger of breaking up. The Bu-
reau thereupon asked for a 10
minute recess. This actually last-
¢ more than an hour. All maneu-
vers to circumvent the colonial
dclegates proved vain, They re-
mained distrustful and would not
accept the legality of the vote.
As to the “Third Force” against
the USSR and the U.S. they
said: “We are not exploited by
the USSR nor by the U.S, but
by French imperialism and by
British imperialism.”

MANUEVERING FAILS

Brockway, in a desperate at-
tempt to save face, proposed to
resubmit the text to a Commis-
sion and withdraw all those sec-
tions that were controversial. The
document that was presented at
the night session, had nothing
more of the original text than
two or three pages of generalities
¢ imperialism, and it contained
the essence of the demands of the
colonial delegates. The reporter
Frenay submitted his resignation,
The entire Social Democratic op-
cration had been aborted. The
policy of the “Third Force” had
been eliminated. The text, while
far from our conceptions, was
unacceptable to the Social Dem-
cerats. The secretary of the So-
cialist Party of France, Guy
Mollet, who was scheduled to
come to the Congress, took care
to absent himself. The socialist
lcaders, Brockway

with great vigor
missions,  Our

and Pivert, |

having burned their fingers, did |

vot take the flonr at any time to
defend the policy of the text pre-
sented by them. The Congress
has produced some wmemorable
1esults. It has put in contact dele-
gates from the colonial peoples
who until now knew little or no-
thing about each other. The ex-
change of views, the contacts
created will have, in time, very
important results for the coordi-
nation of the colonial struggles
against imperialism.

Another aspect of the Congress
that deserves mention is the con-
duct of the French so-called so-
cialists. Rousset of the RDR
spoke in favor of a “democratic
ond revolutionary French Union”
which ,would assure to the Viet
Nam a strengthening of “our”
positions — those of capitalist
France. Certain yellow Socialists,
a5 the deputy Senghor, spoke
against independence of the col-
onial peoples. Another aspect was
the absence of the Stalinists.

Finally, the delegates of the
colonial peoples were able to see
in Trotskyism the only force
which presented a genuine polit-
icgl orientation on thé colonial

Farewell to Inger Swabeck

(The following is a complete stenographic report of the address of James P. Cannon at the

funeral of Inger Swabeck in Chicago, Monday, July |

Dear Friends:

T will first relate Inger’s biography. She was
horn in Horsens, Denmark, May 30, 1895. Her
maiden name was Inger Lindhardtsen. She came
to the United States, to stay here in Chicago, in
the spring of
1916. A little
later Inger
met Arne
Swabeck, who
was also an
immigrant
fr om Den-
mark, in. the
Chicago Karl
M ar x Club,
the local Scan-
dinavian
branch of the
Socialist Par-
ty. On May 12,
i 1920, Inger

and Arne were

married. She
became the mother of ome son, Edgar, who was
born June 11, 1921. Inger died at the age of B3.
Her survivors are a mother, a sister, and a brother
in Denmark; a sister, Mrs. Thora Hansen, a resi-
dent of Chicago; her husband Arne, and her son
Edgar.

Inger was loved by all. This is testified to by
the telegrams that have been pouring in from
alt parts of the country, from comrades and
friends who knew her. And all of us here testify
to the same. ’

Some people are called upon to play their part
on great stages where all the world can see them
and hear them. Others, and they are the great
majority, do their work in quiet corners, observed
and noticed only by the few who come into in-
timate contact with them. Inger was one of those,
but she was none the less important for all of
that.

INGER SWABECK

One of Old Guard

Inger was one of the old guard of the party.
She was one of those who sustained and sup-
ported the party in its hardest days, when it
seemed that the whole world was conspiring to
break it, to smash it. In those hard days of the
early Thirties, when very few people cared for us
or believed in our future, Inger cared. She be-
lieved.

We had to call Arne from Chicago to New
York in 1930. We could not get along without
him. He had to give up his job. They had to break
up their home, dispose of their furniture and come
to New York to work under conditions of un-
believable hardship and poverty, to try to hold
the fragile nucleus of the party together.

Inger came uncomplainingly. And even under
those difficult conditions, she set about her own
chosen task to put together a few sticks of fur-
niture and make a home where her warrior hus-
band might rest and recupeérate from his labors
and his battles; and where her young son might
grow up in an atmosphere of mutual affection,
and mutual respect and concern for humanity.

I was privileged to be a frequent guest in the
home that Inger made for her husband and her
son in New York. It always seemed like an
oasis. All the storms of the world were raging
outside, but the home that Inger made and pre-
sided over always recalled to my mind the
beautiful words of the English poet, Rupert
Brooke: “There was peace and holy quiet there.”

-More Beautiful Than Ever

I last saw Inger two years ago, after a long
separation. She and Arne had been released from
their task in New York and had returned to Chi-
cago. Arne had gone back to work at his trade
and she had built a new home in her own town,
Chicago. When I last saw her she seemed to me
more beautiful than ever. With grey hair fram-
ing her fair young face, she seemed to be bloom-
ing with a second youth. Her life work was
crowned with victory. Her husband, who had worn
himself sick under the long stress of his tasks in
New York, had been restored to health under her

2, 1948.)

tender care. Her son had grown to manhood and
had taken his own place in the army of labor and
the army of the socialist revolution.

1 will never forget the pride that glowed in her
face when she told me: “Edgar is on his own
now. Ile is grown up. He is making own
living, has joined the union, and joined the party
all by himself.”

It was just then, when everything seemed best,
that the worst troubles of dear Inger's life as-
sailed her. Physical illness took a cruel toll of
her body; and on top of that, the dark sicknéss
of the mind, which no medicine could cure, came
over her. She fought a long time against that,
but it was a losing fight. All her courage, and
all her husband’s tender care, and her son's solici-
tude — mnot all that was sufficient to contend
with that dread enemy.

And when Inger finally yielded to it, she ré-
mained true to herself and to her real nature,
which was dominated above all by her concern
for others, by her love for others.

I think we can most truly describe her as we
all thought of her, as we remember her, if we
recall the words of the great apostle, Paul:
“Though I speak with the tongues of men and of
angels, and have not love, I am become as sound-
ing brass, or a tinkling cymbal.”

Gift of Love

We remember her, we, and all who knew hef,
all those w}noqe paths of life touched hers — wé
remember her as one who “had love.” Hers was_
the precious gift of love. Her whole life was spent
in the service of others, Even in her last act she
gave testimony to her love. She feared that thé
sickness of her mind would grow worse, not bet-
ter. She feared a greater evil, a greater calamity,
for her family; and she wanted to chocse for
them the lesser evil. That is the real meaning of
her last act of renunciation and sazrifice.

If we remember her that way we will remember
her truly as she really was. And we will speak
the truth if we say that her last action iwtaking
her own life was no sin, but on the contrary, a
final demonstration of the basic principle of her
life, of her love and concern for others.

It is not for us to enquire into the wisdom of
her act, or to judge, or to criticize. It is only
for us to try to understand. It is for us only,
as we stand here with the grief-stricken family
of this blameless woman, the blameless husband,
and the blameless son and the grieving sister —
it is only for us to say to them that we, their
friends and comrades, do understand. We stand
here with our arms around them in sympathy
and solidarity. And we entreat them: Dear friends,
do not refuse to be comforted. Be rather comfort-
ed and consoled by the memory of all that Inger
gave to you to all of us. We are all better for
that, and our lives are brighter.

But even here, as we say farewell to Inger, we
must not forget our duty. We must not forget
that we are soldiers in the war for the liberation
of humanity. We must remember, too, that Inger
in her own way, in her own fashion, was also a
soldier of the revolution. For that her grave, as
the poet Heine said, should be marked not with
a cross but with a sword. We must all try to do
a little more now to make up for her loss and to
honor her memory.

World Needs Us

The strongest warrant for living is the sense
of being needed. The world needs us; the party
needs us. I venture to remind the stricken hus-
band of this dear woman; I venture to remind
him that for the old guard of the party, to which
he and she both belong, duty is the first com-
mandment. And when duty calls, even though
they have been knocked to the earth and have to
crawl on their hands and knees, the old guard
will answer and obey.

We who have this philosophy dare to end evén
a funeral service on a martial note. We will say
farewell now to this dear child who blessed our
lives with her love. And then we will rise, all of
us together, rise from the ashes of grief to go
back to work, back to the battle.
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TROTSKY

In the period of crisis the hegemony of the United States
[in the capitalist world] will operate more completely, more
opetily, and more ruthlessly than in the period of boom. The
United States will seek to ovércome and extricate herself from
Ner difficulties and maladies primarily at the expense of
Europe, regardless of whether this occurs in Asia, Canada,
South America, Atstralia, or Europe itself, or whether this
takes place peacefully or through war—LEON TROTSKY,
“Third International After Leénin.”

Help the Campaign
of Dobbs-Carlson !

In a Washington newsletter circulated pri-
vately to businessmen we read last week:
“Many Big Business interests will contribute
to both parties, as usual. , . one to win, the
other as insurance.”

No matter how it divides the millions in
election subsidies to the capitalist parties, Big
Business is not going to give one penny for
the campaign of Farrell Dobbs and Grace
Carlson, the Presidential and Vice-Presidential
candidates of the Socialist Workers Party.
Because these candidates are putting forward
a program to resist the ruinous capitalist
regime and establish a Workers and Farmers
Government in the United States,

The Trotskyist banner-bearers can look for
support in their campaign and at the polls
only from the common people whose inter-
ests they are defending—the workers, Negroes,
youth and everyone who demands a better
life.

The delegates to the recently concluded
National Convention in New York which
launched the first presidential campaign of

Labor's Path in 1948

The top ClO leaders have just issued a
virtual declaration ol political barkruptcy.
Following a closed caucus of 75 leaders of
the CIO's Political Action Committec in
Philadelphia on July 11, it national chair-
man, Jack Kroll, sadly opined that the CIO
members may “just sit on their hands and
wait” this November and “this may well
result in a Republican victory."”

This pathetic confession comes {rom the
crew of self-admitted "labor statesmen” who
have been issuing thunderous decrees against
all and sundry who wanted to build a new
political party ol labor These men sternly
advised that a new party would “split the
progressive vote” and thus make possible a
Republican victory. Now, lo and behold,
one of the chief architects of CIO policy con-
fesses that the official ClO course “may well
result in a Republican victory."”

This out-and-out bankruptcy of the of-
ficial trade union leadership is not confined
to Kroll, Philip Murray and the national
CIO office. It runs all the way from the
senile mossbacks of the AFL. Executive Coun-
cil right down to such phony progressives as
Walter Reuther and his friends.

Reuther, you may recall, declared just a
short time ago that he was for a new party
— after the 1948 elections! "I'he sincerity of
even this declaration can be judged by his
activities since that time. Ilis Michigan
henchman, August Scholle, president of the

Catholic Censorship

The Militant has been carrying a series
of articles describing the reactionary political
activities of the Roman Catholic hierarchy
and the totalitarian political, social and econ-
omic program it is trying to fasten on the
world.

The most recent flagrant example of the
growing encroachment upon democratic rights
and institutions in America by the Catholic
hierarchy is the removal of the country’s old-
est political journal, the Nation, from the
public school libraries of New York City and
Newark, N. ].

This suppression is based upon a series of
articles by Paul Blanshard on the Catholic
hierarchy’s attempts to undermine political
liberties, public education, scientific advance-
ment and progressive social laws.

The pretext for this outrageous violation of
free speech and free press is the claim that
Blanshard attacked the Catholic “religion.”
But since when is a person in this country for-
bidden to attack or support any particular
religious or non-religious beliefs he sees fit?
As a matter of truth, Blanshard did not at-
tack the theological tenets of the Catholic
Church. He had a perfect right to do so if
he wanted to, but he didn’t. He described—
and truthfully—the Church’s political, social
and economic activities.

. the Socialist Workers Party decided to raise

a $25,000 Election Campaign and DParty
Building Fund for Dobbs and Carlson.

We call upon every reader of The Militant
to participate in this historic election cam-
paign. For the first time in years the capi-
talist nominees — Republican, Democratic,
Wallaceite — are being challenged by fight-
ing candidates of a revolutionary working
class party. The authentic voice of socialism
is again resounding through the national
political arena.

The remarkable response from listeners to
our convention radio broadcasts show that
millions are eager to learn about our program.
Dobbs and Carlson will soon start on nation-
al speaking tours. Their campaign workers
need at once a hundred thousand copies of
the Socialist Workers Party election platform.

Will you help spread the message of social-
ist liberation ftom coast to coast? Support
the 1948 struggle for a Socialist America by
sending your contribution now to the Dobbs-
Carlson Election Campaign Fund, 116 Uni-
versity Place, New York 3, N. Y.

Michigan State Cl1O. has been plunking day
and night lor the Democratic party. The
recent Grand Rapids convention of the Mich-
igan ClO backéd, under Reuther's inspira-
tion, the Demdcratic machine. And just a
few days ago, Reuther himself issued a re-
sounding statement in favor of Justice Doug-
las — lour davs before Douglas himself said
“No, thank you,” to the Democratic Party.

These political pygmies with their side-
show antics don’t rate a cent’s worth ol con-
fidence from the workers. They have led
the labor movement into a blind alley —
and now they all but admit it. If labor's
ranks wait for the present crew of misleaders
to lead them out of the political wilderness,
their grandchildren will still have to listen
to the same old phonograph record: “Now
is not the time,” and “Don’t split the pro-
gressive vote.”

New problems demand new men! And
labor’s present impasse on the political front
can only be resolved by the ranks putting up
for leadership class-conscious militants who
will break with the stultifying, self-defeating
capitalist politics of the present labor bureau-
crats and strike out on the path of a new
political party of labor.

Meanwhile, in the absence of a lzbor slate
in 1948, the best thing union militants can
do is to pile up a big vote for the S\WP
candidates, [Farrell Dobbs and Grace Carl-
son, and thus help forge the independent
force of labor,

Freedom of religion means that no man
shall be denied any rights under the law
or suffer any discrimination or victimization
because of his religious or non-religious be-
llefs. [t does not make those beliefs immune
from criticism.

What makes the case of the Nation ban
especially ominous is not merely that the
Catholic Church has been able to deprive
Protestant and other children of the right to
read criticisms of the Church’s reactionary
activities, but that this ban has been invoked
not in some little obscure village, but in the
greatest metropolitan center of the country.

[t is no secret that the Catholic hierarchy
has a stranglehold on education in countries
like Spain, Portugal, Italy and Argentina.
How far those aims are being advanced in
this overwhelmingly non-Catholic country,
with its tradition of separation of Church and
State, can be seen by this instance of the
Catholic Church’s power to reach into the
public schools of great cities and put the
blight of censorship on them.

It is time to tell the Catholic hierarchy in
no uncertain terms that the American people
will not tolerate the pernicious and insidious
activities of the Vatican's agents against
democratic rights and institutions in the
Unifed States.

Page Three

By Art Preis

The best man the Democratic
Party can [ind to run for Presi-
dent was first hoisted into na-
tional political office in 1934 by
some 60,000 “ghost” votes. These
were the votes of dead and buried
citizens, incorporeal residents of
vacant lots and other disembodied
members of the Kansas City, Mis-
souri, electorate who regularly
thronged to the polls on election
days at the summons of Boss
Thomas Pendergast.

These votes delivered by Pen-
dergast’s machine of racketeers,
frunmen, vice-lords, business men
and other of the “better class”
elements, provided the slim mar-
gin of victory for one of the Boss’s
“boys,” Harry S. Truman. Tt pro-
pelled “Judge” Truman from an
cbhscure county commissionership
to the U.S. Senate in one heave.
The momentum carried him with-
ia ten years to the Vice Presi-
dency, and thence, by the acci-
dent of death, to the White House
itself.

Boss Pendergast went to his
reward in 1945, attended by all
the solemn rites of the Catholic
Church. The most distinguished
mourner at the funeral services
was Vice President Truman, who
left his war-time duties and flew
via Army bomber to express his
undying loyalty to the man —
and the machine — that traised
him to power. “He was my friend,
and I was his,” said the sorrow-
ing Truman of the political mob-
ster, ex-convict, grafter, ballot-
thief, tax-evader and ruthless
overlord who made Kansas City
and Missouri politics a stench in
American nostrils for decades.

MACHINE LIVES ON

Boss Pendergast died, but his

n:achine lives on. ITis mantle fell
on the shoulders of his nephew
and political heir, James Pender-
gust, hosom friend of Truman.
Once again the odor of wholesale
vote frauds is wafted from the
Kansas City domain of the Jack-
cson County Democratic Club, the
label of the Pendergast mob,
whose most famous dues-paying
member is Harry S, Truman. For
Pendergastism growing and
flourishing like a noxious, hardy
weed — nurtured today by the
sunshine of patronage, protec-
t:on and favor beaming from the
White House itself.
To know who Truman is and
what his politics really mean,
vou have to know Pendergastism.
No man knows Pendergatism bet-
ter than Maurice M. Milligan,
former TU.S. District Attorney
for the Western District of Mis-
souri, who secured the evidence
and carried through the prosecu-
tion that sent the Boss “up the
river” in 1939 and who helped
“put away” 259 of Pendergast’s
Firelings and tools for fraudulent
clection practices. For this blow
at his political mentor and crony,
Truman, as Vice President, male-
volently blocked Milligan’s re-
«ppointment,

INSIDE STORY

Milligan has now told the ;tor_v
of the Pendergast-Truman ma-
chine in a book, “The Inside Story
of the Pendergast Machine,” pub-
lished by Charles Scribner’s Sons,
New York. In this book you will
find the mos{ authentic revela-
tions available — based strictly
nh govérnment evidence and court
records — of that system of
political despotism and hoodlum-
ism, spoils and boodlery to which
Truman owes his rise and to
vhich he pays first allegiance
today.

In February 1934 — the year
Pendergast picked Truman for
the U.S. Senate — Milligan was
uppointed by President Roosevelt
to his post of U.S. District At-
torney of Western Missouri, with
Kansas City as his headquarters.
Tt was a time when Pendergast’s
city was, in Milligan’s words, the
"center of a crime corridor”
stretching from St. Paul and Chi-
cago down to the Southivest. Pen-
dergast’s realm was the refuge
of gangsters and criminals who
holed up there for “protection,”
immune to arrest and prosecu-
tion.

HIS TASK

Milligan’s assigned task was to
Lreak up this alliance of politics,
big money and crime, which was
so flagrant that it became an
embarrassment to  Roosevelt.
Milligan’s appointment followed
the outery that' arose after the
“Union Station Massacre,” when
gangsters tommy-gunned to death
an FBI agent and several police
«fficers escorting a prisoner from
the Union Station in Kansas City.
The threads of the murders led
finally to one John Lazia, right-
hand man of Pendergast and
ruler of Kansas City's notorious
under-world.

Lazia organized the bootleg
liquor and dope rings, the prosti-
tution and gambling joints that
fed the “kitty” of the Jackson
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County Demoecratie Club. In 1934
he was found dead in a ditch,
riddted with slugs, before the
I'BI could cateh up with him and
get the final evidence of the link
between the Union Station mur-
cerers and the Kansas City police
who were run by Lazia.

Before he met his violentl end,
Lazia did one last big political
chore for Pendergast. He fur-
nished the gunmen and autos for
the “Blcody Election” of March
1934, when Pendergast snatched
victory from near-defeat in the
municipal elections. After Lazia’s
h9od1ums got through *persuad-
ing" the good citizens of Kansas
City to “vote right,” four were
murdered, hundreds were assaul-
ted and beaten up, and an es-
timated 100,000 felonies were
committed in one day of bloody
terror and election fraud.

The Pendergast candidate for
Mayor won by 59,368 votes. The
total vote cast was 222,866. This
was higher than the 219,000 votes
cast two years before in the
Presidential Election!

CHIEF EVIDENCE

It took several years for Mil-
ligan to uncover the cvidence of
vote frauds necessary to convict
Pengdergast’s henchmen. The chief
cvidence was provided by records
and ballots of the August 1936
primary, when they were finally
impounded and studied by ex-
perts of the Department of Jus-

tice.
Suspicion centered on the
“arithmetic” of the vote results

which gave Pendergast’s candi-
date for the State Supreme Court
in one Kansas City ward 18,919
votes to his opponent’s 18. In
another ward, the vote was 19,-
201 to 13. The total inhabitants
of the two wards — babies, chil-
dren and adults — were 38,401.
The Kansas City Star, which
was in opposition to Pendergast
at that time, uncovered evidence

listed vacant lots as the residen-
ces of from ten to thirty “voters,”
Luildings houcmg\ three to five
people were given'as the address-
es of ten or 15 “phnntom” voters,
Thé Pendergasi machiné voted
everything from fhe graves in
the cemetery to names of people
who had moved fthousands of
wiles away years before.

As the subsequent vote fraud
trials "disclosed the number of
these *“ghost” votes was between
51,000 and 60,000. Truman won
the Democratic primary for U.S.
Senator in 1934 by a margin of
1,000 votes in the state. His
Ikansas City and Jackson County
{otal was 138,423 — against the
combined total of his two oppon-
ents of 10437 (according to the
election returns.)

TAX EVASION

Pendergast — who never ran
for office himself, but selected
those wha did — was finally nail-
ed for income tax evasion. He
forgot to include in his income
tax statements a matter of $430,-
GO0 paid him hy the insurance
companies in Missouri. This sum
he received to get his State Su-
perintendent of Insurance to fix
up a “compromise” settlement of
funds impounded by the previous
Superintendent in an illegal pre-
mium rate-fixing case.

One thing led to another, and
lsefore Penidergast and a number
cf his business associates were
sent to Leavenworth for 13
months it was found he had failed
to tell the government of at least
£1,040,746.56 in income he had
received from his numérous busi-
ness enterprises. In fact, he had
defranded the government of
$551,078.75 in taxes.

In the days when Boss Pender-
past’s machine was under fire for |
vote fraud, his staunchest cham-
rion was Truman, who declared
in the Senate: “I say to the Sen-
ate, Mr. President, that a Jack-

as much chance of a fair frial in
the Federal District Court of
Western Missouri ds a Jew would
have in Hitler’s court 6r g Trotsky
follower hefore Staiin.”

He forgot to mention that his
pulitical buddies were tried be-
fore a jury and convicted on the
diveet evidence of tampered bal-
lots and registry lists. Federal
Judge Reeves, who tried the vote
fraud cases, replied that Truman’s
outburst was “a speech of a man
nominated by ‘ghost’ votes, elect-
od by ‘ghost’ votes and whose
speech was probably written by
‘ghost’ writers.”

“LEGITIMATE" BUSINESS

Boss Pendergast, while not
above yielding to the temptation
of bribes, was essentially content
*6 make his money from “legit-
imate” business. He owned num-
erous construction companies and
other enterprises. He got rich by
using his political control to get
public contracts. His building in-
spectors, for instance, saw to it
that only his conerete was uséd in
construction around Kansas City
and Jackson (County. He ran a
liquor business as well, His views
«n politics were summed up by
lrim with, “Politics is a business.”

Truman, too, entered politics
2s a “business.” Unsuccessful as
a haberdashery store-keeper and
small farmer, Truman was ahle
to “set himself up” in politics by
way of a modest political office
in Jackson Couniry secured
tnrough the influence of his army
buddy, James Pendergast.

He has not forgotten his hene-
factor, who is today a frequent
guest in the White House. And
the prestige of the U.S. Président
Kas been used directly to restore
the political fortunes and rule of
the Pendergast machine.

In the 1946 primary campajgn
for Congress, Truman publicly
ihtervened against the incumbent
Congressman Slaughter, who was

showing that election records

son County, Mo., Democrat has |

nside Story of the Pendergast Mob
And T heir Agent in the W hite House

TRUMAN

gast mob, and backg d f"éﬂdéf—
gast-supported can

Out of that e]eﬁ f&ﬁ w
Slaughter lost by tHe. fnarkfn
the Kansas City vote, came new
and convineing charges of vofe
frayd. But strangely, despifa.
overwhelming evidence of dirty
doings at the polls, the  Depari:,
ment of Justice under Trumah’s

regime balked and stalled gf:
another prosecution for vete
fraud.

On March 28, a Senate sub-
committee was questioning At-
tornéy General Tom Clarke on his.
failure to properly investigits
and prosecute the latest balldt-"
stcal. The evidende, including
ballot boxes gnd records, in thé
indictment of 78 persons was
impounded in a vault in the Jack:"
son County court house. As tha
Senate committee was begimning
its business, a telegram arrived:

“LAST NIGHT PRIMARY
RALLOTS STOLEN FROM
LECTION commssrorxms'
VAULT.)”

And Truman’s FBI hasn’t foand-

on the “outs” with the Pender-

them yet.

More Letters

on Broadcasts

"

From the Ilood ol apprecia-
tions, criticisms and inquiries
coming into our office in re-
sponse to the SWP convention
broadcasts, we are printing these
excerpts of a number of the
letters. Excerpts of the first
batch of responses appeared in
last week’s Militant.

o ox

FROM COVINGTON, TENN.

I heard the speech of Mr. Par-
rell Dobbs on July 2 and think it
was swell. I¥s time the common
people awaken to the corrupt
Government which we have and
t6 find out who their friends and
enemies really are.

I want to know about the
Socialist Workers Party and what
its code is, ete. T am a confirmed
Spcialist and want to do all 1
possibly can to foster the cause;
and if this is a fake outfit, put
ap by the other outfits, like the
so-called Democrats, I want to
know. I am very sincere and am
not afraid to put my name before
anyone or party as being a So-
cialist. T want to work for the
cause if it’s on the level. Please
send me all possible literature
as soon as possible, Can I buy
material for distribution?

J.J.B.

* ¥ %

FROM MANITOWOC, WIS.
Please send four or five copies
of the spéech that was broadcast

July 2.
H.C.D.

* ok ok

FROM ENCANTO, CALIF.

Please send me as many copies
of the radio talk of July 2 as you
can spare. I feel the whele work-
ine world should read it.
J.L.K.

* 3 %

FROM BERKELEY, CALIF.

I did not get the name of your
first speaker on today’s broad-
cast, but wonder whether it is
Wm. ‘E. Dodd, Jr., sometime em-
sloyez of the Federal Cemmunica-
tions Comm.? I thoughti he made
an interesting speech and would
be glad to receive a copy, ard of
{the second speaker’s address, 100,
if avuilable, I was surprised all
the latter’s impact was on the
Negro vote, and wondered why
the realities of conscription had
a0 attention, The realities upon
the whole cconomic setup ought
10 concern everyone.

M.H.S.
* ok *x
FROM HHAMMOND., IND.
Upon hearing your party’s

candidate for president on the
air, giving his acceptance speech
for hiz nomination, I have become
‘nterested in your party and
would like to have his acceptance
speech sent to me and other
material pertaining to your
party’s platform and other phases

FROM LOS ANGELES, CALIF.
Please send me any distribut-
able matter, pamphlets, ete., you
J:ave available, including conven-
tion speeches by James P. Can-
non, and nominees for president
«wnd vice-president. After reading
saume, T will pass them on to
others.
F.L.F.

* ook

FROM TIMMINS, ONTARIO,
CANADA

As T twisted the dial last Fri-
day night I chanced to tune in to
WEKA Cleveland and caught the
last portion of your election cam-
paign speeches. Hearing a Mrs.
Carlson put forth her views on
the folly of war was a welcdme
treat for me, since T am a pacifist.
To be accurate I should have
<aid that T am a free thinker who
i for the time being an advocate
of perpetual peace. I am only
twenty and a half years of age
and therefore that philosophy of
life which T am formulating at
present through extensive read-
ng  and daily breadwiming
might change in the long years
zhead.

In the meantime I am en-
deavouring to acquire a clear and
intelligent insight on poelitics the
world over and in this matter
would appreciate your coopera-
tion by forwarding to me copies
of your clection speéches and a
resume of the policies governing
vour party.

A R. de B.

¥ ok Xk

FROM KANSAS CITY, MO.

I am interested in learning
more ahout your party, its ideas,
and principles. I wondered if it
were possible for you to send me
some literature outlining your
plan, also the acceptance speeches
of your presidential and vice-
presidential candidates.

M.E.

* ¥ %

FROM SEATTLE, WASH.
Please send greatest speech I

have ever heard, and oblige.
F.D.

* ¥ X

FROM MONTCLAIR, N. I.

I heard your speech delivered
by the candidate for the office
of the president of the U. S., and
wag highly impressed by same.

In order that I may emphasize
to my friends and co-workers the
principles of the Socialist Work-
crs Party, will you please send
me a copy of the acceptance
speech delivered by the candidate
for president. T enclose self-ad-
dressed stamped envelope.

) B.L.J.
* ¥ X
FROM RANDSBURG, CALIF.

We heard vour talk last night
on the radio—will you please
send me your platformr and so
forth. My hasband and sons are
union men—electricians—we can

t¢ find out everything we ecan
this year, it’s the most important
clection year in my country’s his-
tory, I feel. Peacetime draft,
régimentation of everything, the
Philadelphia conrvention “circus”
—all an-American. Yet I don’t
think we voters can change the
presidency—it’s cat and dried
right now.

Mrs. S.N.S.

L

FROM ROCHESTER, N.

I would like to have a copy of
the speech broadeast on July 6 by
vour candidate, and also a copy
of your platform. Since your
group is also known as the
American Trotskyites, I wonder
if you have some material that
could explain Trotsky's theories
oh Communist action. So far,
have heard only the Stalinist sxde
of the story.
J.C.G.
N ® ] *
FROM HOLLYWOOD, CALIF.
Just heard Mr. Dobbs’ accep-
tance speech, which, excuse me,
is “hot stuff,” and to the point.
But how in 11— will we ever con-
vince the general run.of saps,
who believe the propaganda and
liés of newspapers, that what Mr.
Dobbs said is what they need?
Please send me a copy of the
epeech or what you can afford to
for the amount of wmoney en-
closed, also copies of the plat-
form.
FJK.

FROM HARRISBURG. PENNA:-

Kindly mail me your party -
platform and the acceptance*
speech of your Pregidential Candi-,,
date.

I would like to make a very’
helpful suggestion. Do your best
to get on the air more, spend as'
much as possible. MORE, MORE,..
MORE PUBLICITY! GET IN
THERE AND SELL AND

FIGHT! Punch the American
people on the nose until they stop*
0 really examine socialisti'c.'
benefits!

Bring out more on your Radlo
Broadeasts, the complete an
totally unnecessary American

entrance INTO WORLD WAR L
AND WORLD WAR IIL
Bring out MORE the ommous
militarist imperialiSm of Amética’
e¢ver sinee (and maybe before)
PERRY OPENED JAPAN.

The desire of President Rogse~
velt for WAR,K and his subtle
Machidvelliah  INTRIGUES 'ro
INVOLVE US IN IT.

OUR DISGRACEFUL PARIAH
gOG gullible acquiescence to-

ngland.

The spee¢hes I have heard by
different prominent Socialists are
truly GREAT. But remember
More Emphasis, Mpre Pubhclt
MORE Loud and Diamatic ¢ohs
demnations and denuncxations"
Usé some “Huckstéring.” Ems
phagize How and Why capxtalists
want all of these Wars.

through Frl., 7 to 9 p. m.; Branch meef-
ing every 'l‘hurs 8 p.m,

BALTIMORE—1121 . chmorb Bt.,
Phone Wolfe 17537, Dally 8 a..r
0. Coover Sr., MILITANT and FOUHTH
L\"I‘E‘RNATIOV\L on sale.

BOSTON—30 Stuart 8t,, Sat.,
Tues., 7:30-9:30 p, m.

BUFFALO—Mlitant Forum, 629 u.xn
8t., 2nd fl. Phone MAdlson 3080, Evety
1ftornoon except Sun,

CHTCAGO—T777 W. Adams (corner Hal-
eted). Phone DEArborn 4767, Dally except
Sun,, 11 a. m.~6 p. m. Library, book-
store.

CLEVELAND—Militant Forum, 8un,,
8:30 p. m., Peck's Hall, 1446 E. 82nd S!
‘off Wade Park Ave.).

DETROIT—810§ Linwood Ave,
TY 7-6267. Mon. through Sat., 12-5 p. m.

FLINT—215 E. Ninth St. Daily 7-9
p. m. Open house, Sat. evé. Forum, Sun.
eve.

0S8 ANGELES—Mllitant Publ. Aagn.,
goq&m 201, 124 W. 6th St. Phone VAndyke

1-8 p. m,,

Phone

SAN PEDRO—Mllitant, 1008 8. Pacific
Room 214,

WATTS—Miiftant, 1720 B. 97t Bt,
LYNN, (Mass.)—i{4 Central Sq., Rm.

11, Sat. 1-5 p. m. Discussion, Tues,,
3’30 p m

MUjtant Bopksho 804
5. mh st l 3.

ﬁﬂ’b i‘rl v 7:30-9:30
oue BRon. dway 8345.

hm’l\'EAPoLN—-xo So. 4th St. Phone
Mauin 7781, Dally except Sun., 10 &. m.-
6§ p. m, Libraty, beokstore.

NEW BRITAIN, (Conn) ilitgnt
cussion Group every E ﬁ% < ﬂ
tdut Labor Cldb, 185 mm sz (M
Strand Theatre).

of your party.
J.B.

cnly say we are interested in
your platform this year. We want

NEW HAVEN — Labor School, 835
Grand Ave., 3rd fl.,, Tues. 8-10:30 p. m.

IRM.

Activities of ‘Militant’ Readers aind the
SOCIALIST WGIKEHS I’Al‘"

AKRON—4 So. Howand st.. 2nd 1, Mon,

vmux—ms smkmu

S "85

m elow  $-R574.
afly, 12 and 7-10 P,
'mw YORK € —116 Unhiére-
ity Pl Pnone cm. (51)

EAST SIDE—251 B, Houston 8t 1Mt

HARLEM—103 V. 110 8., Rm :;
Phone MO. 2-1868. Open lmh{oa‘.
Thur., 8 », m.

nntmx—msa Prospect Ave., 1
Phone LU. 8-0101. ¥ Yo “‘

BROOKLY!\—G.% Fulton Bt.

Phond’
A—130 W. 23rd
cﬂ m td St. Phone

OAKLAND (Cal)—Wri
1351, Oakiand 4. e B O 80:

PHILADELPHIA — 1308-05 W,

at
Ave., 2nd fl. Phone Stevenson {-JB‘*«
Open dafly. Forum, Frl., 8 p 9
PITTSBURGH—1418 Flf(h A
Opent meetings, Ist gg@

p. m, Marxist Study clau. Thup., TV
p. m.

SAN nnum (Cal) — For
“rl?e‘ P. 0. Box 8.’))1 lh'form.'mh

SAN FRANCISCO—1790 ¥
guh ﬂ:zsh;&m FI. Hu “’.8 &a:'
Ny,

oy 2.
ST. PAUL—540 4887 8¢ PHors du-
field 1137. Open dally, Bnokatore

TACOM Wil )~Writg P.,
079, 5 Od
e B
Oben — 113 St CIMr St., 2nd glo
YOUVGSNWN —_ 115 E, Federal Bty

Rm. 302. Phone 3-1355. Wed., Fri.,
1:30 to 4 p. m. ek
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Radio Speeches of SWP National Candidates

Socialism or Barbarism

The following is the acceptance speech of Farrell Dobbs, SWP
presidential candidate, entitled “Socialism or Barbarism,” delivered
to the 13th national convention of the SWP and broadcast over the
ABC network on July 3.

Comrade chairman and delegates:
"~ 1 am proud to accept the assignment you have given me,
as-the presidential candidate of the Socialist Workers Party, to
carry to the working people of America our program of struggle
= against capitalist wars and for a socialist world.
Less than three years after the second
world war, American imperialism is already
preparing for another war. The tremendous
wealth of our country is being drained to stock-

> o

pile atom bombs, establish military bases
throughout the world and militarize American
youth. ‘ -

We are told we can't build homes, we can't
have old-age pensions, we can't have economic
security, because these essentials cost 100 much.
Yet billions of dollars are squandered on the military budget,
and corporation profits are at an all-time high.

Using the crimes of Stalin to justify their imperialist pro-
gram of world conquest, the bi-partisan coalition at Washing-
ton calls for a holy war to defend free enterprisc against
fotalitarianism. -

If the Democratic and Republican stooges of monopoly
capitalism are opposed to totalitarianism, why do they foist a
murderous police state upon the Greek people? Why do they aid
Chiang Kai-shek and his corrupt military clique in China?
Why do they set up Quisling dictators in South America? Why
did the House of Representatives vote to include fascist Spain
in the Marshall Plan?

When capitalist politicians claim they are opposed to
toralitarianism, they do not speak the truth. Their only concern
is=to preserve the outlived profit system which they call “free
enterprise.”

Truth About Stalinism and Socialism

The monopolies, with the government’s help, have long ago
stamped out any semblance of free enterprise in America, Every
phase of our economy is today in the iron grip of the giant
corporations and banking combines. They produce ior profit,
or-they don’t produce at all.

Capitalism has kept the American people on a merry-go-
round of depression, war, inflation and again war. The workers
are learning from their own experiences that the capitalist profit
system must be scrapped. But they are disoriented by the lying
propaganda of the capitalists and their labor lieutenants, that
the only alternative to capitalism is Stalinist totalitarianism.
In order to keep the American people from taking the true road
to socialism. the falsehood is spread that Stalinism is the
natural product of socialism.

Let me tell you the truth about Stalinism and socialism.

The first realistic steps to set up a socialist state were taken
in the midst of the first world war by the workers and farmers
of Russia under the leadership of Lenin and Trotsky. That was
the only way to end the war and to prevent the bankers, in-
dustrial magnates and landlords from despoiling their country.

But the Russian revolution only opened the road to social-
fsm. It did not create the socialist society at one stroke. Lenin
and Trotsky openly stated that the complete transition from
¢apitalism to socialism in Russia could not be accomplished with
the resources of that country alone.

They looked to the working people of highly industrialized
countries like Germany, England and the United States, to
alw establish Workers and I"farmers governments and enter into
democratic collaboration on an international scale.

However the workers of western Europe were defeated in
their attempts to take this road. Instead, the ruling capitalists
of Europe and America organized counter-revolutionary military
expeditions against the Russian workers.

Capitalism had good reason to fear the new revolutionary
government. Lenin and Trotsky summoned the peoples of the
earth to put an end to the first world war. They called on the
working people to scrap monopoly capitalist rule throughout
7w world. They demanded freedom for all colonial peoples.

And crime of crimes! Lenin and Trotsky were so indelicate
as 1o publish all the secret treaties they found in the Czar's
confidential files. These documents exposed the conspiracy of
the imperialist powers to divide up the world, like Al Capone
and Bugs Moran split up the bootleg liquor market in Chicago.
You of the older generation will remember how the Wilson
administration united with the Japanese Mikado and sent Lroops
against the Soviet Union.

For four bitter years the Russian working people were
forced to defend themselves against foreign military interven-
tion, as well as against the sabotage of their deposed native
capitalists and landowners.

They emerged victorious, but cut off from the rest of the
world. The Russian workers were hungry and battle-worn,
yearning for respite and peace. The heaviest blow of all 1o them
was the death of their leader, Lenin.

How Stalin Betrayed the Russian Workers

Stalin exploited these conditions to defame und exile
Trotsky, to impose upon the Russian workers a false policy of
nationalism, and to drag them into the trap of his police rule.

The American capitalists are thus directly responsible for
weakening the resistance of the Russian working class and
enabling the Stalinist dictatorship to stamp out workers’ democ-
racy in the Soviet Union.

It wasn't until Stalin had consolidated his totalitarian rule
that the American State Department granted diplomatic recogni-
tion to the Soviet Union. American capitalism hated the truly
democratic government of Lenin and Trotsky. But they found
it easy to collaborate with dictator Stalin, and even to cover up
[or him, when it served their ends.

Now American imperialism‘no longer needs Stalin. So they
conveniently discover that his brutal regime is totalitarian. But
when they try to identify Stalinism with socialism, they cut a
lic from the whole cloth.

Stalin is anything but a socialist. Stalinism is an obstacle
on the path to socialism. This obstacle will be removed, not
through capitalist wars of conquest, but by the unpostponablc
struggle against capitalism itself.

One hundred years ago, Marx and Engels in their famous
Communist Manifesto predicted that capitalism would bring
the world to disaster unless the workers took over the reins of
government and set up a world socialist society.

Today, the madmen who rule America are preparing to
use their power to plunge humanity into a barbarism of endless
wars in their insane drive to enslave the world.

This power of the American capitalists derives from their
monopoly ownership of the tremendous wealth and resources of
this country and their monopoly control of government. This
monopoly must be wrested from their hagds.

SWP Seeks to Liberate America

To break the economic stranglehold of monopoly capital-
ism, the Socialist Workers Party calls for the nationalization of
the basic industries of the country and their operation under
the control of the workers.

To liberate America from the political rule of Wall Street,
the Socialist Workers Party advocates the establishment of a
Workers and Farmers government.

Once these parasites are off our backs, war will be only a
word in the history books. We shall then stand on the threshold
of a new era of unlimited human progress.

Our country has everything necessary to provide permanent
security and prosperity for all. We have the raw materials, the
industries, the most advanced technology, a skilled labor force,
and a high cultural level. These can be put to work to provide
a life of abundance for every man, woman and child in the
nation. . > e

When the mighty American working class takes these steps,
the whole world will follow, The tyrants will fall in every land.
Franco. Chiang Kai-shek, the Greek king and every other
dictator, including Stalin, will be brought to book by the
oppressed and the exploited of the earth.

The peoples of all lands will join with us, to build the world
on new foundations. A world in which the age-long dreams of

poets and prophets will become a living reality.

SWP Candidates Greet Each Other

"> Two SWP candidates greet each other at the 13th National Convention of the Party, held in New
~York July 1-5. Left is William Bohannon, candidate for U. S. Senator from New Jersey; right,

Tarace Carlson, St. Paul, Minn,, nominated for the vice-presidency of the United

Penn. Opens Drive
For Dobbs-Carlson

Philadelphia, Pa., July 11 — A
State Campaign Committee was
set up today to carry out an ag-
eressive election campaign on
behalf of Farrell Dobbs and
Grace Carlson. Louis Shoemaker,
Bucks County farmer, was elec-
ted State Chairman. Regional
headquarters for the campaign
will be in Pittsburgh for the
western part of the state, and
Philadelphia for the eastern sec-
tion.

In Pennsylvania, for legal reas-
ons, the Socialist Workers Party
zppears on the ballot under the
name of MILITANT WORKERS
PARTY.

As one of the first projects of
the campaign, the state meeting
voted to hold a picnic on Sunday,
Aug. 15, at Torchias’ farm, near
Reading, Pa. National party lead-
ers are being invited to speak
and arrangements made to have
the speeches broadcast,

Over §1,000 was pledged at
today's meeting for the campaign.

= e
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The following is the acceptance speech of Grace Carlson, SWP
vice-presidential candidate, entitled “The Struggle For Civil Rights,”
which was delivered to the 13th annual convention of the SWP and
broadcast over the ABC network on July 3.

Delegates to the 13th National Convention of the Socialist
Workers Party!

Workingmen and working women of America!

It is with the deepest gratitude that I have accepted your
nomination as candidate for the Vice-President
of the United States.

| consider it not only an honor but a
responsibility and an opportunity.

It is a high honor to be the first vice-
presidential candidate of the American Trot-
skvist movement.

It is a solemn respunsibility to carry the
banner of truth and socialism in a world ridden
with capitalist corruption and deceit.

It offers an unexampled opportunity to unmask the plot
of the fascist-minded rulers of this country who seek 1o destroy
the hard-won rights and liberties of the American people.

| want to discuss this question here tonight. | want to
expose the duplicity of Harry Truman, the double-dealing of
Thomas E. Dewey and the hypocrisy of Henry Wallace.

| want to tell you about the Socialist Workers Party strug-
gle to protect and extend civil liberties.

We stand for full social, political and economic equality for
the Negro people and all other minority groups. We are fighting
to put an end to the whole shameful system of Jim Crow—to
abolish the poll tax; to end discrimination in employment and
housing; to put a stop to police brutality and outlaw lynching

This is no mere vote-catching platform. We are enlisted in
the war against Jim Crow for the duration.

The fourteen millions of Negroes are Americans in every
sense of the word, yet they live as sub-citizens. I need not dwell
upon the persecution, the degradation, the humiliation to which
all American Negroes are subjected. Everybody knows it. That
is the greatest shame of all!

The Federal Government itself is the greatest perpetrator of
Jim Crow, Through its Jim Crow Army it carried this shame
into every corner of the earth. And this was under the ad-
ministration of President Roosevelt—and Henry Wallace.

For years bills for the abolition of the poll tax, for federal
legislation against lynching, for a FFair Employment Practices
Commission have been kicked around by the Democrats and
Republicans in Congress.

Today President Truman is sceking the Negro vete. So he
has made a resounding declaration in favor of rights for Negroes.
But at the same time his Secretary of Defense, James Forrestal,
declares that segregation in the armed forces will continue.
Washington itself, the very capital of the United States, is a
Jim Crow city. In Washington some of the most vicious anti
Negro practices ol the deep South are shamelessly maintained,
in full view of the President, the Congress and the Supremc
Court.

Truman’s Civil Rights Program Is Phoney

Nobody is fooled by President Truman’s program for civi
rights, least of all the Negro people. All through American his-
tory they have fought for their rights. They have formed
innumerable organizations of struggle. Through one of the
organizations, the National Association for the Advancement ol
Colored People, in Minnesota, 1 have been able to participate in
this struggle for over ten years. The Socialist Workers Party
welcomes with pride the spirit of resistance of the Negro
people of which the defiant attitude of A. Philip Randolph and
Grant Reynolds, is only one expression.

But Negroes are not the only persecuted minority in the

“lcountry. The Mexican people in California and Texas are

persecuted by reactionary landlords and capitalist interests.
They are shunted away into ghettoes. They arc the victims of
unending police brutality.

Anti-Semitism is growing every day in the United States.
Daily, Jews are segregated by restrictive covenants written and
unwritten, insulted, threatened and refused employment simply
because they are Jews. And this after we supposedly fought a
war against Hitlerism—which began with anti-Semitism and
ended with—concentration camps, and gas chambers!

America was built by immigrants and prided itsel{ on being
a haven for political refugees. Today the Immigration Depart-
ment and the FBI persecute foreign-born workers with a vindic-
tiveness and a ferocity that is shocking.

The second imperialist war was fought under the banner of
“democracy” and “freedom.” Yet it was the administration of
Roosevelt — and Henry Wallace — which treated Americar
citizens of Japanese descent with sickening brutality.

Negroes, Mexicans, Indians, Jews, Japanese. That is their
story.

And why does all this take place? Because the Wall Street
billionaires want to keep their investment safe. They want no
change in the accepted policy of white supremacy. They wish
to feed prejudices against Negroes, Jews, Mexicans and other
minorities so as to distract the attention of the people from the
crimes and the chaos of the capitalist system itself.

They wish to keep the working people divided for easier
exploitation. We know that method. Hitler made it famous, or
should [ say, infamous.

—

SWP Speaks For Persecuted Minorities

We of the Socialist Workers Party speak for a ditferent
America. We want the world to know that in this presidential
campaign of 1948 we speak as the true inheritors of the great
American traditions of resistance to tyrannv—the traditions of
Patrick Henry and Sam Adams, of William Lloyd Garrison and
John Brown—traditions 'which the Republican and Democratic
Parties are dragging in the mud.

We speak for the persecuted minorities. If they can be
deprived of their liberties, who can feel his own rights safer
All of our traditional liberties are now in mortal danger.

The Taft-Hartley Slave Law strikes at the rights of 00
million workers and their families. The Mundt Bill aims at
giving the government the power to jail and persecute every
citizen and organization that opposes the tyrannical policies of
the ruling class.

The Struggle for Civil Rights

Only those who are wilfully blind can fail to see that in -
every sphere the government and the capitalist masters of this
country are rapidly forging the chains by which they hope to
establish complete domination over the thoughts and actions of
the whole people, and above all of the working class.

My friends, that is the way totalitarianism is prepared.
When the dictator finally makes his appearance and his bid for
power, his path has been smoothed first by the persecution of
minorities.

That is why today the defense of the rights of minorities is
the defense of the liberties of all. Such is the nature of capitalism
that at a certain stage it must treat the great masses of the
people as if they too were an alien minority. America can be
safe from totalitarianism only if the people recognize the
ultimate objective of their capitalist rulers and resist them
without compromise. N

Today the persecuted Negroes, Mexicans and the victims of
anti-Semitism must feel confident that a great unity of all the
oppressed and persecuted is being forged by capitalism itself-—
that their minority struggles are fast becoming the common
struggle. : .

The rich were able to place Hitler in power because of the
failure of the labor leadership and the Stalinist party in Ger-
many-

How 10 Fight This Evil?

Today the workers know that they are the ones especially
aimed at. They were ready for a nation-wide resistance agaimst
the Taft-Hartley Bill. Their leaders sabotaged it. But we
present ourselves to you in this campaign with one dominating
idea. We believe that only the most uncompromising resistance
by all the oppressed and all the persecuted can create the forces
to smash the encroaching tyranny. We are supremely confident
in the readiness of the workers and minorities to do this.-

The real problem i how to fight this evil. Certainly it cannpt
be fought by supporting the Democrats, or Republicans, or the
Wallace party. They will do nothing. Their words are nothing
but election promises.

We must draw the necessary conclusions. We must break
with capitalist politics, capitalist parties and capitalist poli-
ticians. The minorities must join forces with the organized work-
ers for militant, independent class action. ‘

This does not mean merely voting at election time, although
that is important. It also means action—organized protest by
groups, organizations and whole communities.

Organized labor, the most powerful force in the country—
and lor that reason the most threatened—must take the lead in
the defense of civil liberties. It must initiate, in every sphere, the
traditional methods of struggle of the labor movement, struggles
such as those which built the CIO and have defended the work-
ing class against its capitalist enemies.

This is the message of the Socialist Workers Party in this
campaign. :

This is the program we ask you to vote for, But above all
this is the program we ask you to act upon. o

In summoning you to this struggle. the Socialist Workers
Party comes with clean hands and an unblemished record.

Trotskyists have paid with their lives and liberty for
resisting tyranny all over the world, yes. even in the United
States. ;

Tonight | want to end with a message to one particular
section of our people—the most oppressed, the most expoited,
the most humiliated in the United States. [ am speaking directly
to the Negro men and women ih this country who live in the
Beep South.

The Socialist Workers Party has members of all races and
nationalities in its ranks. We want you to know, brothers and
sisters, that for us there can be no talk of freedom ‘in the United
States until you are free. We of the Socialist Workers Party know
how you suffer. We know the heroic struggles you have to wage
every day, every hour, every minute of your lives. Even though
so many of you are deprived of the right to vote for us in this
election, we would like to hear from you. Write to us. Tell us
about your problems—your struggles, and your s:uffering. I
pledge myself to bring your plight before the Ametican people
as a symbol of capitalist oppression, your struggle as the symbol
of the road to freedom.

NAACP Forces
Sears to Meet
On Discrimination

tions, out-voting the NAACP and
its supporters, attempting to cap-
ture the United Committee and
use it for their own purposed.
About two months ago the Stal-
inists “took over” and began to
run things. When Frank H.
Barnes, local NAACP President,

By J. Hawkins

SANTA MONICA, CALIF. —
The local National Association
for the Advancement of Colored
People dissolved the United Com-
mittee to End Job Discrimination
al Sears-Roebuck, and called for
all participating organizations to
suspend 1mass picketing at the
local Sears store Friday evenings.
In a few days the negotiating
committee will meet with the
Sears store management, and
hopes to wind up its long bitter
campaign to force the local store
to hire 'without racial discrimi-
nation. Preliminary statements by
the management indicate that
the NAACP will not come away
empty handed.

It would, of course, be best if
the NAACP went in to negoliate
backed by the threat of mass
‘picketing, which each Friday has
brought as high as 275 pickets of
both races. But the irresponsible
wctions of the Communist Party
have wmade continuation of the
United Committee and picketing

‘intolerable to the NAACP.

Ever since the creation of the
United Committee by the NAA-
CP, the Stalinists have flocked

te its weekly meeting as repre-

sentutives of various organiza-

was first brought under fire
Irom the Post Office loyalty
board, the Stdlinists voted to hold
tlic next committee meeting at
the home of one of the lgeal
Stalinist officials, and then began
hawking their paper, The Peo-
ple’s World, in a provocative man-
ner on the picket line to all
customers entering the ‘store.
Rank and file members of the
NAACP began in increasing
numbers to stay away from
picketing.

The local NAACP leadership
returned from the national NAA-
CP convention with instructions
to dissolve the United Committee
and to discontinue the picket
line. This recommendation was
supported by the local NAACP
here. At this point, the loeal
rewspapers perked up their ears.
Would the Stalinists dissolve?
Since the beginning of this fight
of over 8 months duration, the
local papers have conducted a
conspiracy of silence. Now they
came out with full publicity, in-
terviews with Barnes, interviews
with the Communist Party rep-
resentative, pictures of the picket
line. Of course, the Stalinist-con-
trolled committee and picket line

refused to dissolve.



