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Farrell Dobbs Scores Truman Strikebreaking Role

Liberal, Labor Bodies Back
Demand Truman Pardon 18

The American Civil Liberties Union, in a letter to President
Truman this week, demanded pardon and full restoration of
civil rights to the 18 Socialist Workers Party and CIO mem-

Exposes Demagogy
In President’s Bid
For Vote of Labor

FLINT, Micn., Sept. 11 — In a
ringing reply over radio station
WFDF to Truman’s Labor Day
speech at Detroit, Farrell Dobbs,
presidential candidate of the So-
cialist Workers Party, today
scored Truman's demagogic puse
as a “friend of labor.”

Dobbs underlined the sharp
contrast between Truman’s “pro-
labor” campaign promises with
his anti-labor record. Before his
last-minute ‘“veto” of the Taft-
Hartley Act, Truman demanded
Congress pass a savage anti-la-
bor law to draft strikers into the
army, The Socialist Workers
Party candidate reminded his ra-
dio audience of the three strike-
breaking assaults against the coal
miners
through the courts, He pointed
to Truman’s use of the Army
two times to break strikes of the
railroad workers,

ANTI-LABOR POLITICIANS

The Democrats and Republi-
cans, Dobbs explained, work hand
in glove with the employers pro-
moting the war drive and the
furious anti-labor offensive. As
for Henry Wallace, Dobbs cited
Wallace’s record to show that he,
too, was just another capitalist
politician seeking to profit from
“the failufe of the union official«
dom to launch a Labor Party.”

“There is a mighty power in
the hands of your United Auto
Workers Union and the sister un-
ions of the CIO, AFL and Rail-
road Brotherhoods,” said the
SWP Presidential candidate.

“That is why President Tru-
man came here to launch his elec-

tion campaign in a speech at’

Flint Park on Labor Day. That is
why the Republican Party quick-
ly rushed Harold Stassen into
Michigan to speak in rebuttal
against Truman., The capitalist
politicians know that without the
electoral support of the mighty
labor movement they couldn’t
hold public office for fifteen
minutes.

“Truman tried to cover up his
black record as a strikebreaker
by giving you a friendly wave of
the arm, a big grin and a promise
of a period of new hope. Stassen
tried to make you believe that
the Taft-Hartley Act is for your
own good. Both Truman and
Stassen talked about almost
everything but the real problems
confronting the workers.”

THE CENTRAL ISSUE

Pointing out that the outstand-
ing issue of the 1948 elections
was the unceasing and sharpen-
ing “war between labor and capi-
tal,” Dobbs emphasized how well
the rich know this and how it
shapes their policies along with
thosa of their government in
Washington. The crying nced is
for the working people also to
fully understand this in order to
smash the furious anti-labor of-
fensive.

A number of serious defeats
recently suffered by the workers
on the political as well as the
economic field were explained by
Dobbs as due to the “false policy
of the union leadership,” who con-
tinue to “cling tighter than ever
to the skirts of capitalist politi-
cians.”

“The auto workers,” said
Dobbs, “have a right to ask:
What was Walter Reuther doing

(Continued on page 2)

DOBBS-CARLSON
TOUR

The coming dates for the FAR-
RELL DOBBS tour are as fol-
lows:

Sept. 20 Cleveland
Sept. 21-22 en route
Sept. 23-24 Akron
Sept. 25 en route
Sept, 26-27 Youngstown

¥ ¥ %

The coming dates for the
GRACE CARLSON tour are as
follows:

Sept. 23 en route
Sept. 24-30 Minnesata

(Minnesota schedule in detail

will be announced next week)

@

Giving Her the “New Look”

.

launched by Truman |

"Labor Alone Can Halt
The March of Reaction”’

By Grace Carlson, SWP Vice-Presidential Candidate

The anti-democratic chain reaction set off by the bi-partisan war drive is following its
own destructive course. Government strikebreaking, “loyalty” purges, witch-hunts, banning
of minority parties from the ballot cannot be “contained” sa as to affect only the trade unions
and minority groups. With the barring of Truman from the Louisiana ballot, following vir-
tually similar action in other Southern states, the hand of totalitarianism has reached out
toward a major capitalist party—one of the initiators of the spreading reaction.

While the Louisiana action against Truman was taken by the race-supremacist Dixie-
crats, it is the logical outcome of the methods of the Democrats and Republicans themselves.
Indeed, Truman is only getting a taste of his own poison.

FFor the Democratic Party itself has cither inspired or has stood idly by while the Social-
ist Workers Party, the Wallace Party and other parties have been removed from the ballot
in state after state. It has belped to set the precedent, now used against it by the Dixie-
crats, whereby the party in power can brutally and arbitrarily eliminate its opponents.

We must keep in mind, however, that the anti-democratic chain reaction does not
hit every group with the same force and violence. The Democratic Party has been denied its
place on the ballot in Louisiana. But even with the likelihood of mere Dixiecrat states trying
to follow suit, that's just a slap on the wrist compared to what labor and minority groups face.

Wallace was pelted with eggs and tomatoes and physically
threatened all along his Southern tour. This party has been
barred from the ballot in northern states like Illinois.

As for the Socialist Workers Party, not only is it barred
from the ballot in most states, but its leaders have been thrown
into prison to silence them altogether. The Democratic ad-
ministration did this during the war in the Minneapolis Labor
Case while Wallace and Truman were vice presidents.

Twman is off the ballot in Louisiana—but millions of
Negroes in the whole South are terrorized (rom voting, They
are even shot 1o death, like Isaiah Nixon in Georgia last week.
And every worker everywhere laces the threat of Truman's
Faft-Hartley injunctions, Army strikebreaking and tear gas
and clubs, as in the West Coast strikes.

But if injustice and class violence and abrogation of work-
ers' rights have a chain reaction, so too has the resistance of
labor. It can swell into a titanic force once it is unleashed.
This chain reaction of the workers against the growth of
totalitarianism can be sct of( by a Congress of Labor. Labor
alone can halt the march of reaction. Let the rank and file
representatives of all the unions hold a mighty Congress in
Washington to draft a united program to smash the anti-
democratic forces and they can sct in motion such a power
for defense of democratic rights as this nation has never known.

GRACE CARLSON

Vice-Presidential Candidate of
the Socialist Workera Party

De Gaulle Threat

To Labor Mounts
In French Crisis

By Joseph Hansen

The political balance in France

today hangs by a frayed line
that is giving way under the
increasing strain., This is the
common conclusion of spokes-
men of all camps. The breaking
strands are visible in the down-
fall of cabinets, one after the
other.

Since January of last year,
France has had five Premiers.
Ramadier lasted less than 10
months. Schuman less than 8

months. Marie barely a month.
The second Schuman Cabinet two
days, No one ventures to predict
more than a brief span for the
new Henri Queuille Cabinet which
could be formed at all only on
sufferance of Queuille’s friend,
the fascist-minded de Gaulle.
The big political question now
standing over France is what will
follow when the last thread of
these stop-gap regimes snaps?
Grave economic ills underlie the
successive cabinet upsets. After
the Allied victory in World War
I1, the French capitalists set their
sights upon recovery as a world
imperialist power. This meant
financing costly expeditions to
the colonial areas, especially
Indo-China, to put down inde-
pendence movements. It meant
diverting workers from the fac-
tories into the armed forces and
diverting production from the ve-
storation of the ravages of war
to the construction of a new war
machine. It meant backing Wall
Street’s blueprint for assault on
the Soviet Union, thus convert-
ing France into a European
beachhead for American Big
Business and American militar-
ism instead of a center for the
unification of Europe.

WORKING CLASS PAYS

The cost of this imperialisg
policy as always was placed on
the backs of the workers and
farmers. The universal scarcity
of consumers goods that accom-
panied the increasing abundance
of arms has forced prices con-
tinually upward. Three-quarters
of the average French worker's
pay goes for food alone nowa-
days.

Each cabinet has sought to car-
ry out this task imposed on it
by the capitalist class — to
strengthen French imperialism at
the expense of the living stand-
ards of the working class.

The French workers in opposi-
tion to this policy have sought to
safeguard their living standards
and to bring them back to prewar

(Continued on page 3)

bers who were railroaded to®
‘prison during Werld War Il

under the notorious Smith Gag

Numerous similar resolutions
and letters by labor and liberal

Act. The letter was signed by representatives have been sent

Chairman John Haynes Holmes,
Director Roger N. Baldwin, and
Counsel Arthur Garfield Hays.

“DANGEROUS PRECEDENT”

The ACLU pointed out that
“the Smith Act on its face vio-
lates freedom of speech and press
and that “their convictions, based
solely on opinion without any
overt acts, stand as a dangerous
precedent for the curtailment of
civil liberties in the critical days
ahead.” The ACLU then goes on
to demand a pardon for the 18
“in accordance with our  tradi-
tions of political freedom.”

On Your Radio

SWP to Participate
In Fifteen Forums
Over Sta. WNEW

begmmng NMonaay,
September <V, and end-
g rrigay, uctober ZY,
the docialist Workers
rarty, will be heard on
the air in a series of
election forums to be
sponsored by Station
WNEW in New York
City.

'this series entitled
“People’s Choice” will
consist of 30 broadcasts
running nightly from
9:45 to 10:00 EDT.

In the first week of
this series the Socialist
Workers Party will be
heard along with the So-
cialist Party and the So-
cialist Labor Party on
Monday, Sept. 20, Wed-
nesday, Sept. 22, and
Friday, Sept. 24.

WNEW is 1130 om
on your dial.

to President Truman in the past
weeks since the Civil Rights De-
fense Committee initiated its
campaign to win restoration of
civil rights for the 18.

UNIONS DONATE

The Philadelphia Joint Board
Cloak & Skirt Makers Union,
AFL, which also sent a $16 dona-
tion to the CRDC, stated: “The
conviction of the 18 was protested
by labor and progressive organ-
izations representing.over 5,000,-
000 members. . . we request the
President of the U. S. to imme-
diately grant unconditional par-
don and full restoration of civil
rights to the 18 so that they will
no longer be penalized by their
unjust conviction under this vi-
cious law.”

The Textile Workers Union of
America Local 658-CIO of Rock-
ville, Conn,, passed a resolution

in support of the CRDC “in its

campaign to obtain justice for
the 18 and to work for the aboli-
tion of the Smith Gag Act, and
sent $10 to help forward the
work of the Committee. UAW-
CIO Dodge Local 3, Hamtramck,
Michigan, donated $25 “to aid
these 18 victims so that they
may once again pick up their
threads of normal living' and live
like human beings.” A resolution
demanding pardon was also sent
by Workmen’s Benefit Fund
Branch 198, Jamaica, New York.

BACK PARDON DEMAND

In his letter to the President,
A. J. Muste, Secretary of the
Fellowship of Reconciliation, sta-
ted: “One way in which you could
give practical effect to your
splendid statements on the civil
rights issue would be to pardon
the 18, . . These persons were
the first victims of the Smith
Act which seriously violates basic
American concepts of civil liber-
ties.” Meyer Schapiro, Professor
of Fine Arts at Columbia Uni-
versity, wrote: “It was only for
their belief in socialism that the
defendants were convicted, , .
May 1 ask you, Mr. President,
to pardon these men and in doing
so to help bring about the re-
peal of the Smith Act.”

Willard Uphaus, E&ecutive
Secretary of Religion and Labor
Foundation, pointedly remarked:
“We believe you will this year
want to make good on your pro-
fessed concern for civil rights by
pardoning the 18. .. Such a par-
doning act will speak louder than
words.”

| Herbert Lewin’s case is of
| vital concern to every one who
“upholds civil liberties and
democratic rights. The brutal,
summary firing of this 34-year-
old sheet metal worker from the
South Philadelphia Works of the
Westinghouse Corporation on
July 12, upon being blacklisted
by the Navy Department as a
“poor security risk,” set a prece-
dent that threatens every union
militant.
| Another worker, Frank Car-
ner, had been similarly discharg-
ed a few days before. Dozens
more, it was reliably reported,
were likewise threatened with
(dismissal without presentation of
|a single charge.

When Lewin was escorted off
the job by two company super-
visors, Local 107 of the United
Electrical Radio & Machine
Workers of America, of which he
is a member, held an emergency
meeting and voted to withdraw
their labor until a satisfactory
settlement was reached.

James B. Carey denounced the
firings as “an outrageous disre-
gard of the sacred human rights
of two American citizens” and,
as National Secretary-Treasurer
of the CIO, intervened with the
Navy Department “because of
the importance of the incident
to the whole membership of the
National CIO.”

The militant action of Local

Threat to Every Union
Involved in Lewin Case

decision of the Board has not yet
been made public.

Lewin’s hearing is scheduled
for Sept. 17. He has publicly
gnnounced that he is a member
of the Socialist VWorkers Party
and that he intends to defend his
right to hold political views in
opposition to those of the Repub-
licans and Democrats.

As Carey points out in his let-

107 succeeded in forcing West- | ter of July 15, “the Department
inghouse to withdraw the dis-!of the Navy must be charged

charge notice for the time being
and transfer Lewin and Carner
to non-restricted jobs pending
outcome of hearings before the
Industrial Employment Review
Board of the Joint Armed For-
ces.

Upon filing request for hear-
ing, the men learned for the first
time the charge placed against
them. It was the allegation they
held membership in the Socialist
Workers Party.

Carner, who is not a member
of the Socialist Workers Party,
was given a hearing Sept. 3. The

with a full share in provocation”
in this case. The Navy does not
charge Lewin with being a spy.
It does not charge him with be-
ing a tool of a foreign power. It
does not charge him with any
overt act, nor even with being a
poor workman,

Throughout the war, Lewin
worked in war plants handling
orders of the Armed Forces with-
out any complaint whatsoever be-
ing placed against him.

But Lewin is known as a mili-
tant union member. As the

(Continued on page 3)
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Kutcher Defends
Civil Liberties at
Kangaroo Hearing

By George Collins
PHILADELPHIA, Sept.
10 — ‘“Kangaroo court”

—~- these were the words

used by James Kutcher, the
Purple Heart Veteran of Newark,
N. J., who lost both his legs at
San Pietro, Italy, to describe the
Loyalty Board hearing called to-
day at Philadelphia to decide
whether he should be dismissed
from his clerical job with the
Veterans Administration because
of membership in the Socialist
Workers Party.

STAR-CHAMBER HEARING

The hearing was held behind
closed doors, with only the at-
torneys and the representative of
the Kutcher Clvil Rights Commit-
tee permitted to attend. The
press and the public were ex-
cluded. The demand of Jimmy
Kutcher and his attorneys for an
spen hearing was flatly denied
at the outset on the pretext that
government regulations, in ordex
to protect the defendant, forbid
public participation.

JAMES KUTCHER

Jimmy Kutcher had nothing to
hide. But the Bi-Partisan Govern-
ment needed secrecy to conceal
the great outrage it was per-
petrating against the civil liber-
ties of the American people. The
three-man Loyalty Board needed
secrecy to hide its inquisitional
methods at a hearing where it
acted ag prosecution, judge and
jury.

The decision of the board is
still being awaited but it was
clear from the remarks of
Kutcher and his representatives
that there is little likelihood that
a favorable verdict can come out
of this star-chamber proceeding.
In reality the Loyalty Board was
only going through the farcieal
procedure provided by Truman’s
administrative order. This was a
one-way strect. The Board con-
sidered itself prohibited from
considering the validity of At
torney-General Clark’s listing of
the Socialist Workers Party as
“subversive,” its only job being
to ascertain whether Kutchen
belonged to the SWP, which
Jimmy freely acknowledged in
advance.

THE LEGAL CHANNELS

In the event of an unfavorable
decision, the case will first be
taken through all the channels
provided by the Loyalty Board
procecdure, Michael J. Myer,
Kutcher’s attorney, announced.
This includes the filing of briefs
with the top Loyalty Review
Board in Washington and then
with the Civil® Service Com-
mission. If these steps fail, the
case will be taken into the civil
courts and ecarried if necessary
to the Supreme Court of the
United Stales, Myers stated.
Jimmy Kutcher told me motestly
and unassumingly what happened
behind the closed doors of the
nearng. The facts he revealed in
Lis story show that this veteran
of the North African, Sicilian
and Ttalian campaigns fought just
as Dbitter a battle against his
uccusers for civil liberties, for
the right to join a party of his
own choosing and against the
imposition of thought control.
This time, however. he was fight-

(Continued on page 2)
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An Open Letter to Yugoslav C. P.

The Iiternational Secretariat of the Fourth
International has issued an open letter to the
Central Commiltee and members of the
Yugoslaz Contmunist Party in connection with
the conclusion of the Fijth Party Congress of
the Yugoslav Communist Party.

T'he complete text of ihis communication
appears below.

Comrades:

Although you thought it necessary to limit
participation in your Fifth Party Congress ex-
clusively to delegations from the Cemmunist
parties—none of whom have acceépted your in-
vitation—our movement has attached special
importance to the discussion and deeisions of your
Congress.

The course you have decided to follow is now
clear: Tt is to defend yourselves against the
accusations hurled by the Cominform without
breaking with the Russian Communist Party and
with Stalin, the real instigators of the eantpaion
in progress against you. We greet your determi-
nation not to capitulate to Stalin; but we note
with regret the self-contradictory character of
your defénse against the Kremlin's attack,

Your leaders and delegates at the Cohgress
have emphasized the fact that there are no
programmatic differences whatever between your
party and the ideology of the Kremlin. It appears
that you share this ideology on two fundamental
points: on the possibility of building socialism
in one country; and on the “monolithic” character
of the revolutionary party, which means the ex-
pulsion of any ideological tendencies that might
some time advocdte policies different from ihose
of the party leadership.

“Socialism in One Country”

Your leaders and delegates at the Congress
have reaffirmed the position, lone held by your
party, to tlié effect that Yugoslavia is already o
country where socialism is being built and that
it is possible to do this, to be sure only partially,
thanks to the aid of the Soviet Union and of the
other “new democracies.” This aid is, however,
now reduced by and large to the economic
reprisals against you imposed by the Krelin
on all its satellites.

The conception of “socialism in one country”
was never shared by Muarx or Lenin. It is Stalin
who, toward the end of 1924, introduced it into
the Russian Communist Party and the Third In-
ternational as a theoretical cover for his own
nationalistic policy, which mirrored the interests
of the then budding Soviet bureaucrgey and which
has revealed itself as more and more hostile i0
the world socialist revolution. In formulating this
anti-Marxist and anti-Leninist “theory,” Stalin
took care to generalize it for his own needs and
to underline the special, as it were, “Messianic”
character of the USSR, whose size and resources
allegedly permitted the building of socialism to
be realized in life.

More than 20 years have elapsed and the
Soviet Union is still very far from having attained
this objective. On the contrary, the victory of
the Soviet bureaueracy, which succeeded in ex-
propriating the masses politically and in in-
stalling the most bureaucratic police regime in
the annals of history in order to maintain and
extend its own privileges, has resulted in the
utter degeneration of the Soviet Union as =
workers state.

You have had occasion to observe this degenera-
tion in a number of facts which, limited as they
are, nonetheless remain very significant. Among
these facts are: the life of Russian military and
civil functionaries on a bourgeois pattern; the
systematic spying by the GPU—the chief vehicle
of the Kremlin’s policies—on your party and

vour government; the Kremlin's opposition to
the Balkan Federation or any progressive unifica-
tion of the economies of the various “People’s
Demoeracies,” a unification which is so in-
dispensable for their development; the bureau-
cratic and slanderous character of the Cominform
attacks directed by the Kremlin,

What then will be the fate of Yugoslavia, 'f
she, under far less favorable material conditions,
enters the utopian road of “building socialiem”
within her own frontiers? Such a “theory,” hera
Leo, carries with it the danger of serving as n
cover for nationalistic policies of a privileged
buréaucratic caste:

In our epoch of the tvorld-wide division of
labor and the world eharacter of the productive
forees, whose development has alveady brought
the capitalist countries into collision with their
own national boundaries; soeialism cdn flourish
only on the world arena. To think that oach
country can by itself build its own “socialist”
society and will later associate itself with the
other because of idévlogical kinship—to think in
this way is to fall into pétty-botirgeois utopianism,
blinded completely to the realities of our epoch.
Vietory over capitalism, the vietory of the prole-
tarian revolution is possible in a single country,
but the achievement of socialist construction is
not possible without the joint efforts of at least
a considetaBle mimiber of counthids, inéluding the
most advanced ones.

To realize secialism in life in Yugoslavia weéuld
mean to attdin a Jevel of developmerit of the
productive forces far surpassing those of the
most advanced capitalist countries; it would mean
the complete elimination of the differences be
tween the city and the countryside, the building
of a classless society where material abundance
would already reign and where the state would
have already lost its funetions of coercion, be-
cothing reduced to a simple administration of
things, without police, without judges, without
prisons and without a bureaucracy. In what his-
toricdl perspective can such a goal be reached in
Yugoslavia, a country predominantly agrieultural
and with very limited resources?

On the other hand, what is actually possible
is to begin the building of socialism, while wait-
ing for the extension of the proletarian revolu-
tion to other countries. The true framework for
the socialist development of Yugoslavia is, (o
pegin with, the Balkan Socialist Federation and
the Socialist United States of REuropé.

A “Monelithic” Party?

As regards your “monolithic” conception of
the revoblutionary party, this also stems from
the arsenal of Stalinism but not from Marx and
Lenin. The revolutionary party, is by its very
nature, democratic, permitting the free presenta-
tion and struggle of ideological tendencies in its
ranks.

The Bolshevik Party of Lenin to the very day
he died had nothing in common with the horrible
caricature set up by Stalin’s bureaucratic and
police apparatus, which sealed its victory over
the Soviet masses with the blood of Kamenecy,
Zinoviev, Bukharin and then of Trotsky, ie., of
the men who made the Russian Revolution and
who led the Communist International while Lenin
lived.

The “monolithic” coneeption of the revolutionary
party is the unmistakable sign of a Bonapartist
bureaucracy which sets itself up over and above
the masses and the party. If you cling to this
conception you will head inexorably toward the
foundering of your revolution and of ¥our own
party; you will travel toward the definitive in-
stallation in Yugoslavia of a bureaucratic-police
dictatorship in the inmage of Stalin’s regime.

Your Congress has not deemed it necessary to
probe more deeply into the meaning of your
conflict with the Cominform, contenting itself

Democracy at Work

Detroit unionists pitch in to repair the damage done by a mob of white hoodlums to the home
of a Negro member of the United Auto Workers (ClIO). The Negro worker and his family, who-
recently bought the house in a white neighborhood, have received no police protection against

the hoodlums.

Federated Pictures.

with affirming the slanderous caaracter of the
Cominform accusations, while covering up the
Rusgsian Communist Party and Stalin, i.e., the
real leaders of the campaign against you. This
fact alone is a sign of grave danger.

What reasons impell you to feign ignorance of
who is behind a Hodja or a Rakosi, a Dimitrov,
a Thorez or an Anna Pauker, when they attack
your party, your government, when they conspire
to overthrow your leadership, when they issue
deerees to institute an economic blockade against
Yugoslavia? What is the meaning of your silence
about the Kremlin and about Stalin, whose
obedient puppets all of the above men and women
are? And how is it possible for this Kremliin and
this Stalin, who conduct this entire campaign, to
truly represent inside the labor movement a
leadership faithful to Marxism-Leninism?

If this were actually the case, then history
would be only a sinister farce, and your conflict
with the Cominform would be only a scene in
thig farce, incomprehensible to any one who seeks
to reason.

Your position is truly untenable and can have
no results other than to demoralize your party
and the Yugoslav masses, while playing into the
hands of your enemies, the direct agents of {he
Kremlin who have sworn to destroy your leader-
ship and your party. Your conflict with the
Cominform has in reality placed on the order of
the day one single question, namely: THE
NATURE OF THE STALINIST REGIME
WHICH, THROUGH THE KREMLIN, LEADS
THE USSR AND THE COMMUNIST PARTIES,

This regime has nothing in common with the
proletarian revolution and socialism. It is the
mouthpiece of the Soviet bureaucracy, consolidat-
ed into a privileged and uncontrollable caste
inside the Soviet Union, applying throughout the
entire world a- policy strictly in defense of its
own interests. The Communist parties serve as
tools for this pelicy thanks to the Soviet bureau-
cracy’s direct and absolute control over these
parties. The Kremlin has likewise sought to

establish such a direct and absoluté control over
vour own party and government., You tried %o
resist, and, from that moment, a life-and-death
conflict with the Kremlin regime became un-
avoidable.

It is your duty as well as in your own 3zelf-
interest to raise the clarification of your conflict
with the Cominform to the plane of the %rue
ideological reasons, which pertain to the nature
of Stalinism. Only in this way will you be able
to arm your party and the Yugoslav masses and
resist the formidable assault launched against
you by the Kremlin, now bent on wiping you out.

Bureaucrats depend only on the police ap-
paratus for their defense.

Revolutionists depend above all on the ideol-
ogieal amd political mobilization of the masses.

WHich of these roads will you choose?

Stalin plots against Yugoslavia because your
resistance to his direct and absolute control can
become a dangerously contagious example, He
cannot seek grounds for a vompromise. He must
wipe you out. In this terrible predicament, your
sole defense is the consecious support of the
Yugoslay and world masses.

Yugoslav Communists! Appeal to these masses
for this support! Break with Stalinism and
denounce it openly! Institute a real regime of
proletatian democracy in the party and in the
country! €rush every bureaueratic move in vour
own ranks! Take the road of the real proletarian
revolution, made by the masses and for the
masses.

Issue a call for the real proletarian revolution
in other countries of Eastern Europe! And of all
of Europe and the world! This is the hour neither
for tricky mgneuvers nor for opportunist econ-
siderations, It is necessary to march in the
vanguard. It is necessary to confront Stalin face
to face with the open face of Revolutionary
Marxism.

International Secretariat of the
Fourth International
September 1948

James Kutcher Defies ‘Loyalty’ Witch-Hunters

after it had been listed as “sub-
versive”? Clearly, the govern-
ment and its “judges” were at-
tempting to intimidate and ter-
rorize this veteran with the at-

(Continued from page 1)

ing for the ideas he had believed
in all his adult life.

The “impartial” Loyalty Board,
consisting of Benjamin E. Hinden,
Dr. W. A. Jacques, and J. P.
Elzroth, with George H. Merker,
acting as their attorney, made no
attempt to deny Kutcher’s irre-
proachable four and one half year
service record during a war which
e opposed because it was not at
all fought for democracy or for
the “four freedoms.”

They made no attempt to deny
Kutchers’ two-year employment
record with the Veteran's Ad-
ministration where he was rated
as “very good” and “excellent.”
They did not even question
Reverend John I. Daniel, Con-
gregational Minister and chaplain
of the Newark Area Committee
of the Amervican Veterans Com-

mittee who testified to Kutcher's
vourage and idealism.

The government freely ad-
mitted that Jimmy had no access
to confidential information on his
job which the prosecutor himself
caid was not of a ‘“sensitive”
character. The government did
not introduce any evidence to
show specific actions of “dis-
lnyalty” on Kutcher's part, nor
did it present testimony that
kutcher had dealings with a for-
eign power.

The government case came
down to “proving” that Kutcher
was a member of the Socialist
Workers Party. “It was all super-
fluous,” Jimmy said, ‘‘because I
had freely and proudly affirmed
membership in the party prior
to the hearing.” But that was all
the board was required to do,
s'nee Truman’s order had specified
that government employes hold-
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ing menmbership, or even associat-
ing with organizations on the
Department of "Justice blacklist
were subjett to dismissal.

The persecution of Kutcher, the
very Thearing itself, throws
dramatically into the Iimelight
the whole vicious citele of thought
control the government is now
immosing on the American people.
M. J. Myer, Kutcher's counsel,
demonstrated to the board that
the SWP had béen placed on the
blacklist without a hearing and
that Atforricy Geéneral Clark,
despite a previousg promise to the
American Civil Liberties Union,
ltad  denied a hearing when
demanded by the SWP.

But that was as far as Myers
got, Kutcher said. “The impdrtial
judges refused to permit me to
introduce evidente showing that
fhe SWP is not subversive. They
refused fo perthit GEorge Clatks,
Campaign Manager of the
Socialist Workers Party, to
testify on the program and pkin-
ciples of the party. He was dis-
misséd from the stanid #@nd from
the hearing after, having iden-
tified himself, he attempted to
answer a question by Mr. Myer
gealing with the party.”

One man had decreed the SWP
“subversive” and there could be
no appeal from this fuehrer-like
ediet. Jimmy Kutcher was for-
bidden to question this Hitlerite
pronouncement just as were hi$
attorney and representatives of
the SWIP. By such sinister pro-
cedure a legless veteran and coun-
less others could be deprived of
the'r jobs without even being
permitted to show that the basis
of the persecution was ground-
88,

I'rom Kutcher’s story it was
clear that the Loyalty Board
“judges” at the héaring were not
mere government widerlings tied
by government regulations which
‘hey were executihg on orders.
ThHey took the role of inquisitors,
subjecting Kutcher to a most
searching examination; delving

‘nlo every nook and corner of his
political thinking. They were not
only determined to convict, which
was easy enough because they
Jdidn’t require evidence, but to
prove to their superiors that they
were competent witch-hunters.

What right had Kutcher to be
o socialist when he had been
treated so well by the govern-
ment? Dr. Jacques demanded. Did
it not provide him with a pension,
a job and artificial legs? Did he
think an ordinary tvorker could
et as much under socialism?

Sneers of skepticism, Jimmy
said, were written over their faces
when he told them that the work-
ers would be better off under so-
cialism — since for one thing
they will not get their legs shot
off. There will be no wars and no
depressions, Jimmy told them;
thése twin evils will be gone.

The main line of questioning
re¥olved afound “overthrow of
the government by force and vio-
lence.” Here the presiding
“judgge” refused to pérmit a pre-
sentation of the SWP position,
but from Kutcher’s description
it was clear to me that the prose-
cutors resorted to all kinds of le-
gal chicanery to make it appear
that he and the party he belonged
to really believed in and wanted
nothing else but the use of. force
and violence,

In vain did Jimmy repeat time
and again that he believed in
changing the present outlived
capitalist system into a socialist
society by convincing the major-
ity of the people of the need for
such a change. The judges were
nettled, Jimmy felt, because of
his understanding of class socie-
ty and the Historical process. He
informed them that despite hig
desires, this transition would not
come peacefully becduse of the
refusal of a minorify of capi-
talists to abide by the will of the
mag'ority when their privileged
and profits were at stake. Fof
proof he cited the resistance of
the slaveholding minority to the
election of Lincoln, and the more
recent fascist violence of Franco

to overthrow the legally consti-
tuted Loyalist Government in
Spain in 1936. The inquisitors
waived aside these convincing ex-
amples in their determination to
twist Kuteher’s answers to suit
their own sordid purposes.

Jimmy told them that they
need only look to the presidential
campaign to see that the Social-
ist Workers Party is seeking the
support of the majority. Jimmy
recalled one of his inquisitors
gneering, “Do you mean to say
that you expect to win this elec-
tion?”

“Not this time,” Jimmy re-
sponded; “but I am confident
that the American people will
turn to the ideas of Marxism as
the only solution to the devasta-
ting wars and depressions which
will plague mankind as long as
capitalism endures.”

The great “democrats,” we
learned from Jimmy, did not hesi-
tate to question him on how he
would vote in the supposedly in-
violate secret ballot in November.
Why didn't Kutcher quit the SWP

torney general’s dictatorial black-
listing of the socialist organiza-

sive.”

But Kutcher was not intimida-
ted. He told them he twould vote
for Dobbs and Carlson, that the
SWP was a legal party and lie
saw no reason why he should not
exercise his franchise in accord-
ance with his political beliefs,
that the SWP was falsely and ar-
bitrarily placed on the subversive
list and a public hearing would
bear out this fact.

From his story I gathered the
clear impression that the legless
veteran had towered above his
inquisitors. He represented the
truth — and regardless of their
decision — the people would pres-
ently come to know that truth.

In addition to M. J. Myer, as
counsel, Kutcher was represented
by Arthur P. Burch. George No-
vack, Secretary of the Kutcher
Civil Rights Committee, was the
only other person permitted to

attend the hearings.

(Continued from page 1)

on the platform ‘with strikebreak-
er Truman in Detroit? Why are
the top union officials trying to
breathe new life into the corrupt
Democratic Party, while they
eynically tell the workers who
want to build an independent
Labor Party, ‘Now ig not the
time’.”

In conclusion Dobbs said:

“Workers of Flint! Close your
ranks against the union busters!
Defend deéntocracy in your unions!
Seek out the able young meén and
women in your ranks who can
lead you with a corréct program.
Combing your economic struggles
on the picket line with indépend-
ent ldbor political action.

“Unite with the Socialist Work-
ers Party to rid America of the
plague of capitalisni with its wars

Land depressions! Cast your vote

DOBBS SCORES TRUMAN

for a socialist society of peace,
freedom and plenty by voting for
the candidate of the Socialist
Workers Party!”

SWP LOCAL NEW YORK

Campaign Jamboree

Caravan Hall
110 East 59th Street
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tion he belonged to as “subver-

By rights and by custom, the
Presidential candidate should get
top ‘hilling, but your campaign
manager got <o excited about
happenings in the Smoky City,
he decided to begin with the only
woman candidale for Vice Presi-
dent.

Grace Carlson spoke at a noon-
day plant gate meeting at the
big Westinghouse plant in Pitts-
burgh. Eloise Gordon writes that
“workers at the meeting estimat-
ed there were close to a thous-
and” present and that we had a
better crowd than Senator Tay-
lor. “We made quite an impres-
sion,” Eloise says, ‘‘the workers
sure listened attentively. No one
walked away. In fact they hung
around as though they wanted to
hear more.” )

The second big item was the
publicity. We received the big-
gest press since the campaign be-
gan in Pittsburgh. The Pittshurgh
Press published a two column
picture of Grace and under it a
lehgthy interview. The Post Ga-
zette printed practically a column-
long interview. In addition there
were write-ups in the Sun-Tele-
graph, the Hazlewouod paper, some
of thésé running stories two days
in a rew.

And it twasn’t because Grice got
soft that we got tRis publicity;
The Post-Gazette quotes her as
saying: “I make the same pro-
posals and the same stand I made
prior to my indictment and con-
viction in 1941 in Minneapolis
under the Smith Aect.”

In the Press she is quoted as
follows: “I don’t think Henry
Wallace is a Communist. He's a
capitalist who thinks he knows a
better way to carry out Roose-
velt’s policies. . . . I don't think
he has the fanatical spirit of
the John Brown type that would
carry him through.”

The third item is about a meet-
ing in a new térritory, Hazle-
wood. Comrade Carlson writes:
“It was a good meeting although
we got off to a bad start with a
belligerent drunk in the audience.
He was for Truman and Roose-
velt, against Reds, etc. But when
he said that he knew what the
workers needed better than 1 did
because he was a railroad work-
er, then T told him a thing or
three!

“lI explained that my father
was a RR boilermaker, my bro-
ther-in-law a railroad trainman
and that I'd lived in the shadow
of the round house most of my
life. He wasn’t converted but he
kept quiet after that and left
early. Three RR workers who had
come in with him, stayed on and
contributed.”

” =" )

MIC_HIGA.N: Now we can re-
turn to the top man on the slate.
Detroit reports a meeting of 150
held under party auspices with
Farrell Dobbs as the maifi speak-
er. Jack Gaynor says it was a
“very spirited meeting. The audi-
ence was very responsive. They
applauded loudly when comrade
Dobbs described what a Workers
and Farmers Governrent would
be like in the U. 8. During the
question period a worker asked
about the Minneapolis strike.
You couid have heard a pin drop
as Farrell gave a vivid blow-by-
Blow account of those great bhat-
tles.”

The bouquets are still comihg
from the General Motors City in
response to comrade Dobbs’ radio
answer to Truman’s Labor Day
speech: Genora Dollingex, SWP
candidate for U.S. Senator, writes
from Flint: “It was the first
time we have heen able to reach
the night shift workers here. , . .
Farrell did a wonderful job! We

Campaigning With
DobbsandCarlson

By George Clarke, SWP Campaign Manager

so far. . . We have heard numer-
ous reports from workers in the
shops, all very favorable, indicat-
ing they were deeply impressed.”
The public meeting in Flint had
an attendance of 55. Two young
workers joined the party. Three
former members are on the way
back in and sympathizers who
heard our candidates are closer
to us than ever before.

Genora says: “The comrades in
Flint are proud. of our candidates
and our election eampaign. It
spurs our memerhship on to do a
better job of buildiftg the party.”

We are awaitiig the report on
the noon-day meeting where
comrade Dobbs was scheduled to
speak to the Pontiac Fisher Body
workers. The sarde eveng he
was tb speak over atation WEAR
Pontiac and later at an outdoor
rally.

L2 * *

Before we move on to Ohio,
there are a féw things to be said
about our ballot status. We have
filed in Utah, Colorado, New
York afid Connecticit. Word from
the Secretary of State is expert-
ed any time now in all these
states on the certification of our
ticket on the ballot. We are watch-
ing for last minute dirty plays
by the capitalist politicians.

In addition we expect to file
within a week in Montana. San
Francisco is going over the fop
in its signature drive to put
Harry Press on the ballot for
State Assembly in the 18th as-
sembly district. Los Angeles ex-
pected to file the 4250 signatures
needed to put Myra Tanner Weiss,
SWP candidate for Congress, on
the ballot by Sept. 15. The Brav-
erman Congressional fight in
Youngstown is still raging with
the local election board still un-
certain as to whether to reverse
their ruling or to go into court.

* * *

Youngstown also reports a
very good state picnic highlighted
by Crace Carlson's speech and a
good indoor meeting which was
followed by a long question pe-
riod.

» &

NEW YORK reports an Active
Workers Conference held on
Sept. 11 attended by executive

committee members of all branch-
es and all other activists. An am-
bitious campaign was ntapped out
which included a series of street
meetings, the organization of
Dobbs-Carlson Clibs around each
branch and a sub drive. New
York also reports that they are
participating in a WNEW pro-
gram which will put the party on
the air for six weeks from Sept.
20 to Oct. 29 with one 15 minute
and 15 four minute broadcasts.

* & £

We want to coniclude this week
on an advertizing note. There are
two splendid pamphlets thus far
published for campaign purjioses:
“Thé Voice of Soclalishi” and
the “Letter to American Negroes”
by William Bohannan. They can
and should be sold far and wide.
We think that every pamphlet
sold can mean a vote and per-
haps a member. Sales should come
easy. Lets have some reports,

Youngstown Readers

Attention
FARRELL DOBBS

Socialist Workers Party
Presidential Candidate
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Monday; Sept. 27, 8:00 P.M.
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Auspices

think it was his best broadcast

Socialist Workers Party

New York’s resumption of
normal sub-getting work began
with 80 subs this week to lead
all branch returns, More than a
score of branches sent five to 25
subs each, while scattered sub-
scriptions came from the far
corners of the 48 states.

r ® -

No returns were out of the
ordinary, however. Several
branches are still busy with peti-
tion campaigns to put the Social-
ist Workers Party presidential or
local ecandidates on the ballot.
New. York has just successfully
concluded a very strenuous peti-
tion task.

In New York, Harlem branch
obtained 25 subs, Brooklyn 20,
Bronx eight and others less, from
small Sunday mobilizations. Three
subs were sold at a street meet-
g in Yorkville,

£ =3 *
Sylvia Blecker of New York
reported her sister’s telling her
about a girl friend who had been
praiging very enthusiastically a
paper she had just discovered

pages, but a goldmine of honest
and intelligent reports and ex-
planations of things—politics,
world affairs and labor news. A
fellow gave me a copy. 1 had
never seen anything like it. I
sent in a subscription right away.
I'll bring you a copy. Everybody
cught to read it.”

Of course it turned out she was
talking about The Militant.

= * K3

Twenty-five 'subs came direct
from readers, including renewals
and new subscriptions by friends
who first learned of The Militant
through hearing Socialist Work-
ers Party radio broadcasts. Some
were from New York and Cali-
fornia and others from Ohio,
Pennsylvania, North Carolina,
Florida, Chicago and Buffalo.

% *» *

Branches sending subs included
Akron, Baltimore, Buffalo, Chi-
cago, Cleveldnd, Detroit, Flint,
Los Angeles, Milwaukee, Minne-
apolis, West Virginid, Newark,
New Britain, Philadelphia, Pitts-
burgh, St. Louis, St. Paul, San

and subsecribed to. “Only four

Frangisco @nd Seattle.
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served fully and completely.
not less ardent.

TROTSKY

The etperienice of my life, in which there has been no lack
either of stccesses or of failures, has not only not destroyed
my faith in the clear, bright future of mankind, but, on the
contrary, has given it an indestructible temper. This faith in
reason, in truth, in human solidarity, which at the age of
eighteen 1 took with me into the workers’ quarters of the
provincial Russian town of Nikolaiev — this faith I have pre-
It has becomé more mature, but

—Leon Trotsky, Address before Dewey Commission,
Mexico City, 1937.

‘Stiffening’’ Taft-Hartley Law

“Importamt changes in the Taft-Hartley
law are in the works,” declares The Wall
Street Journal of Sept. 4.

These changes won’t soften the infamous
Slave Labor Law. Instead, they will “stiffen”
the act, according to the inside information
jubilantly reported by this mouthpiece of
Big Business.

The changes are being prepared right now
by the Senate Committee headed by Joseph
H. (“TFoul™) Ball, Republican of Minnesota,
whe is one of Senator Taft's head errand
boys. They will be tailored “with the aid and
comfort of many Democrats.” says The Wall
Street Journmal. Naturally, “until after the
elections” the new proposals will not be
widely publigized.

Here are some of the changes now shaping
up, according to T'he Wall Street [ournal:

Force unions to pay scabs and strike-
breakers for time lost because of picketing
“which kept them off their jobs.”

Make it illegal for unions to engage in
collective bargaining over employer contribu-
tions to union welfare funds.

Exclude business “local in character” from
jurisdiction of the National Labor Relations
Board.

Ban industry-wide bargaining.

Require all members of unions on any
policy-forming, governing, representative, ad-

""Fear Bloodshed in

The grim portent of Herman Talmadge’s
victory in ‘the primaries as Democratic
nominee for Governor in one-party Georgia
was iptimated in the following headline of
the Sept. Il Amsterdam News: “FEAR
BLOODSHED IN GEORGIA.”

The accuracy of this dark foreboding was
soon confirmed. On the very same day the
headline of the prominent Harlem paper ap-
peared in the streets of New York, Isaiah
Nixon, a Negro father of six children died
in a hospital at Dublin, Georgia, of three
gunshot wounds. He was murdered because he
dared to vote under the American flag that
waved at the polls.

According to the Associated Press, Nixon
braved Sheriff McCrimmon's “advice” not
to vote, and exercised his basic democratic
right to cast a ballot. A few hours later, two
white supremacist brothers, Johnnie and M.
A. Johnson, pushed into the home of the
28-year-old Negro and shot him down before
his wife and children.

This murder is a token of what to expect
under the reign of Talmadge the Second.

Like his notorious father, this young
American imitator of Hitler campaigned on
a lynch-minded platform of racial hatred
It took more than this to clinch his victory,
however. Talmadge won through the in-
famous “unit” system instituted by the
Democratic Party in Georgia, which weights

ministrative, disciplinary or negotiating body
to take the “anti-communist” oath. The aim
of this is to drive all militants out of the
unions under guise of a drive against “‘com-
munism.”’

Outlaw strikes aimed to secure a contract
held to be in violation of any provision of
the Taft-Hartley Law.

This “stiffening” of the Act is the pay-
off “won” by the top union officialdom for
thinking they could live with the Taft-
Hartley Slave Labor Law, for giving up the
fight against it and signing the notorious
yellow-dog oaths.

These labor “statesmen’” reacted precisely
as Big Business had calculated. They fell for
the “inch at a time” strategy of the monopol-
ists. They fell for the Big Business propa-
ganda that after all the Taft-Hartley Law is
not as bad as it has been pictured.

The Militant has repeatedly warned that
this Slave Labor Act is not the last of its
kind. Still worse legislation is sure to follow
if uncomprqmlsmg struggle is not waged
against the brutal challenge of Big Business.

The report of The Wall Street [ournal in-
dicates the timeliness and correctness of our
warnings. Having won a major beachhead in
their political war against labor, the Repub-
licans and Democrats are now preparing
further savage blows.

Georgia’’

the Negro-hating rural vote against the less-
bigoted vote of the cities. In addition,
hundreds of Negroes courageous enough 1o
register were struck off the lists by the
Talmadge machine. Open terror and intimida-
tion barred thousands more from voting. The
hooded Ku Klux Klan rode through Negro
districts. IFiery crosses burped in many areas,
casting a menacing light over this “election™
of an American fuehrer

Talmadge's accession to the Georgia dicta-
torship should not be dismissed as a tem-
porary and accidentd]l aberration in Ameri-
can politics that will be righted without
effort. It is a sign of the mounting strength
of reaction in our land. All the native fascist

scum, already emboldened by the anti-labor
drive, witch-hunts, “loyalty” purges and
“spy” hearings, will take fresh courage at

this victory over democracy.

Talmadge will now set out to consolidate
his power in Georgia. This means a reign of
fear and violence that will have repercussions
far beyond the borders of that unhappy state.
Georgia will become one of the pest-holes
of the fascist disease.

Let labor pay special attention to organiz-
ing serious struggle against this sinister poli-
tical trend in America! Talmadgeism is on
the march. Disaster faces the labor move-
ment if this danger is not recognized and
indispensable defensive measures taken in
time.

Government Strikebreaking

In a class society, the government functions
as the executive committee of the ruling

class. This Marxist truth has been made
most apparent in the maritime industry.
Today on the Pacific Coast, the United

States Army is being used to spearhead a
strikebreaking assault on the maritime unions
engaged in a showdown struggle with the
ship-owners.

The use of the Army as a strikebreaking
agency in the present dispute was a caleulated
move openly executed by the employers.
After breaking off negotiations the employ-
ers puqhed the Arm\ forward to put the
unions “on the spot.” A demand was made
that the union work Army cargo with the
expectation that this demand would be met
with a refusal. When the union acceded to
the demand the employers declared it was
nothing but a “communist trick™ and refused
to go along.

They then demanded that the Army use its
“own means” to work cargo. At this snap of
the whip the Army fell into line and began
recruiting its own. “working force”—to fink
on the longshoremen.

This is only the latest in a whole series of
government actions designed to destroy the
independent unions of the maritime workers.

Following World War | the government
smashed the.seafaring unions in the lockout
of 1921. From 1921 to 1934 the open shop
prevailed in the maritime industry. When the

maritime workers on the Pacific Coast began
their historic struggle for independent unions
in 1934 the government again ifitervened on
the side of the ship operators.

General Hugh Johnson, then head of Roose-
velt's National Industrial Recovery Ad-
ministration, was sent to recruit strike-
breakers to put down the strike—which he
dubbed a “communist insurrection.”

In 1936-37 the shipowners tried again io
restore the open shop but were compelled to
capitulate after a 99 day strike. That en-
counter proved conclusively that the ship-
owners were unable, through their own
resources, to break the strongly entrenched
maritime unions.

FFrom then on every major dispute on the
waterfront found the unions confronted with
the direct intervention of the government
acting as agents of the employers. At onc
time or another, each branch of the govern-
ment, executive, legislative and judicial. has
been brought into play against the unions.

The agencies of a capitalist government
could not act otherwise than to execute the
bidding of their bosses, the bankers, in-
dustrialists, and other monopolists. Only a
Workers and Farmers government can defend
the rights and living standards of the work-
ing people. The workers will learn, through
such experiences as the maritime workers are
going through in their struggles, that only
their own class government is worthy of their
confidence and support.
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This week 11 branches sent
in collections amounting to only
$664. This is a sharp decline
from previous weekly averages.
It is of course understandable in
the light of the strenuous elec-
tion activities in which most of
the branches are involved. But
the endangering of the fund en-
tails with it the future of the
campaign itself.

Buffalo, which sent in the larg-
est sum, namely 8220 shows that
campaign work need not conflict
with the fund campaign, inasmuch
as Buffalo has been able to bring
itself almost up to the half-way
mark directly following the
strenuous N.Y. State petition
campaign, in which it played an
important part.

Many branches are becoming

quite aware of the relatively
short time that remains and of
the need to speed up fund pay-
ments, “From here on out”
writes J. White (Conm.), “we will
seriously attempt to speed up the
drive now that the petition cam-
paign to get on the ballot is
over.”- Nick Lyons comments that
he has been following our cam-
paign closely and is “pleased and
inspired by the wonderful work
you're doing.” Inspiration and
concentrated effort — these will
unfailingly put all the branches
over the top!

Pittsburgh, which sent in $40,
explains that their “low rating
on the campaign fund scoreboard”
is due to some setbacks but ex-
pect to be “in a better financial
position after the Dobbs meet-
ing,” and able to correct their

By William F. Warde, National Fund Director

“slow pay” pace. We know that
they will do it, as will the other
lagging branches. The best of
luck, Pittsburgh.

Each week sees new individual

contributors coming forward to
Lack the Dobbs - Carlson Cam-
paign. Among these are Wayne
Leighty of Duncansville, Pa,,
Theodore Mos§, of Los Angeles,
M. Ostlip of Bristol, Pa.
. Mary Gray of Chicago, who
sent 22, writes: “T know that all
these little amounts add up to
the big amount we need to carry
on the campaign. After Hearing
the Dobbs speech here on Sept.
6, T felt like giving my whole
salary! It was one of the most
inspiring talks I have ever heard.”
Let us hear from more of our
friends and readers who feel the
same way.

WORKERS FORUM

Finds Kutcher
Persecution Typical
Of Capitalism

Editor:

The persecution of James Kut-
cher because of his courageous
loyalty to the working class by
the capitalist enemy of mankind
can be overcome only by the abo-
lition of capitalism and establish-
ment of the Socialist Common-
wealth of the World., As long as
there is capitalism there will be
tyranny, for only under socialism
can men be free,

Our job will not end by join-
ing with the CRDC, WDL, or
ACLU, despite the vital necessity
of such action, Each and every
one of us must have equal courage
with Comrade Kutcher in declar-
ing our loyalty to the socialist
struggle and in Dbringing the
message of revolutionary social-
ism home to our fellow workers.
In so doing we must expose the
Stalinist betrayers, “Truman
liberals” and all others
would eonfuse angd destroy our
class. We must never cease in our
efforts until the glorious day of
victory.

G. R. Stryker
Bayport, N. Y.
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Worker Agrees
Landlords Must Go

Editor:

Due to the fact that my father
has been dead for 15 years, my
mother has to work. Our payday
(we work at the same place) is
on the 15th and the last of each
month, therefore, we have had to
shift the time of our paying the
rent to the 15th of the month,

Although we have been faithful
tenants, the real estate agency
sends us a letter (copy enclosed)
every month, threatening to evict
us unless the rent is paid. They
know now, that their rent will be
paid, but they are so greedy and
mistrustful that this threat never
-fails to reach us.

You can see just what protec-
tion a small guy can expect from
the infamous, avaricious, capital-
ist burglars. The Socialist Work-
ers Party must strive to abolish
landlordism. Landlords and the
real estate groups are really lit-
tle more than thieves in that they
take money for performing no
actual labor or service.
|  Private landlords and real es-
tate must be abolished.

J.R.M.
Harrisburg,

Pa.

Editor:

Vietor E. Anderson, U. S. dis-
trict attorney for Minnesota, col-
lapsed and died of a heart attack
in Chicago’s Union station Sept.
12.

The Minneapolis Star, with a
keen sense of the historie, re-
minded its readers that it was
Anderson who prosecuted and
sent to prison 18 leaders of the
Socialist Workers Party and Lo-
cal 544-CIO. That famous trial
was, of course, the zenith of An-
derson’s career, from his point of
view. For the six weecks of the
trial and during the other steps
in the long-drawn-out litigation,
Victor Andevson hecame “Mister
Distriet Attorney."”

We are all familiar with the
glorvified story-book versjon of
a mythical D.A. whose duty it is
“not only to prosecute to the
limit of the law. , . .but to de-
fend with equal vigor the rights
and privileges of all our citizens.”
Bach week youf Mister District
Attorney goes on the air to enact
another thrilling episode with his
stooge, Harrington, in the “war
against erime.”

But what a pale caricature of
this story-book version is the
real flesh-and-blood article! An-
derson represented the triumph
of mediocrity. The federal gov-
ernment sent in a special prose-
tutor, Heiiry Schweinhaut, now a
federal judge, to give Anderson
the necessary assistance in pre-
paring and handling the impor-
tant case. And even with such
assistance, together with a friend-
ly judge and the whole weight of
{ie governmentdl apparatus, his-
tory will record that Anderson
%on 'his partial victory neither
on points of law nor on the facts
of the cage. In justice to Ander-
son, let it be said that even a
Philddelphia lawyer would be
hard put to make such a flimsy
frameup hold water.

Anderson’s chief stock in trade
was ham, He let go with all that
was in him. He appealed to the
hasest prejudices of a handpicked
jury, to their backwardness, their
anti-union sentiments, their anti-
Semitism.

The government, and in par-
ticular, Anderson, launched into
the trial with a feeling that the
whole business, raw as it was,
would be a mere pushover. It
would be a simple matter, these
gentlemen thought, to give these
reds, these Trotskyists, a quick
onceover lightly and toss them

unceremoniously into the bastille

“MISTER DISTRICT ATTORNEY”

for sixteen years. But they reck-
oned without their host.

In the first place, the defend-
ants came into court determined
to retract nothing they had said
or done, but to take the accusa-
tions of Anderson and Schwein-
haut and hurl them back in their
teeth, That was strike one against
the government.

Secondly, the leading defend-
ants had experienced previous
skirmishes and had learned a
thing or two about frame-ups and
how to fight them. And they not
only had able counsel, but two
attorneys familiar with Marxist
doctrine. That was strike two.
Schweinhaut, with some appre-
ciation of the finer things in life,
was greatly relieved when the
trial finally ground to a halt. He
had learned the meaning of the
old Latin motto, “I hold a wolf
by the ears.”

It is doubtful if Anderson pro-
fited much by the trial. Every
man has his limitations. But he
was probably content, for the re-
mainder of his life, to return to
his erstwhile obscurity and to
resume the prosecution of open-
and-shut cases of mail-fraud and

narcotics violations that are the
normal fare of your Mister Dis-
triet Attorney.
Harold Swangon
Minneapolis, Minn.

SWP Supporters U rged to Intensify
Election Fund Campaign Activities

®

SOgIIEBOARD FOR gﬁ:bm
Branch Quota Paid Percenit
Rochester 50 75 150
Tacoma 50 61 120
Baltimore 50 Hh 110
Milwaukee 400 414 103
Allentown 50 50 100
St. Louis 50 46 93
Philadelphia 500 425 85
Seattle 600 500 83
West Virginia 100 70 70
Minnesota 2,000 1,392 70
Youngstown 800 545 68
New York City 7,500 4,554 61
Pittsburgh 200 120 60
Reading 150 95 60
Cleveland 400 237 59
Newark 750 425 57
Flint 400 216 b4
Los Angeles 2,600 1,115 45
Buffalo 1,000 457 45
San Francisco-Oakland 1,600 654 43
Toledo 200 82 41
Chicago 2,000 308 40
Detroit 1,600 610 38
Boston-Lynn 400 130 32
San Diego 30 13 26
Connecticut 250 32 12
Akron 400 10 3
General 1,075 225 20
$25,000 $13,416 54

De Gaulle Threat Mounts

(Continued from page 1)
levels. Repeatedly tfiey have en-
gaged in Atrikes and demonstra-
tions that at times have swept
the entive country. Each time in-
flation has swiftly wiped out
lteir bitterly-won gains,

Consequently their dissatisfac-
tion with the capitalist system
has grown more and more pro-
found and their desire for a fun-
damental solution to the acute
ecconomic problem facing them
has been expressed in actions go-
ing far beyond the pure and
simple demands of trade union-
ism. Thus they have formed
widely-representative committees,
taken over City Halls, occupied
faetories, shut down key indus-
fries, and otherwise indicated
that they want an end to capital-
ism with its poverty, misery, and
wars.

DOCILE SERVANTS

The aspirations of the French
workers have been thwarted in
every way possible by the cowar-
dice and treachery of their offi-
cial leadership, in the first in-
stance, the .Stalinists who still
enjoy the largest following. The
French Soeialists act, as they al-
ways have, as the docile servants
of the Trench capitalists. The
Stalinist policies, on the other
hand, remain wholly subserient
to those of the counter-revolu-

‘tionary Moscow oligarchy.

But all this has neither re-
solved the sociu! crisis gripping
France nor softened the class
struggle there. On the contrary.
The sharpness of class conflicts
in France is graphically reflected
in the polarization of political
camps. The center parties have
steadily lost to the de Gaullist
authoritarian movement to the
rlgﬁt and (o the traditional w ork-
ing class parties (o the left which
appear to the working people to
represent their socialist aspira-
tions, As a result, these center
pdrties, tHe supply house for all
the recent Premiers, have found
it more and more difficult to
balance the two big camps.

Clearly a showdown is shaping
up that will end this balancing

(Continued from page 1)
pamphlet put out by Local 107
on the case declares, on all his
jobs he was “an active trade un-
ionist or tried to organize a un-
ion.” And in 1946, during the
Westinghouse strike, “Lewir’s
picture was flashed around the
world when he was photographed
being beaten with clubs by at
least ten policemen while he lay
on the ground with a cop on
horseback hovering over him.”

The witch-hunters, who have
been firing government employes
for their political views — as
witness the Kutcher case — are
now extending their purge to pri-
vate industry as the Lewin case
so glaringly shows. Only the mili-
tant action of the Westinghouse
workers saved Lewin for the time
being from victimization.

But let no worker be lulled by
Lewin’s “transfer” to another
department in the plant. If the
witch-hunters succeed in extend-
ing their purge to private indus-
try, they will have a terrible
weapon against organized labor.
It will not be long hefore trans-

LEWIN CASE INVOLVES
THREAT TO ALL UNIONS

fers from departments will give
way to total discharge. The Brass
Hats will have no difficulty in
extending “top security” provi-
sions to <nclude not only depart-
ments but entire plants.

Carey has correctly emphasized
in his letter of Aug, 12 to the
Navy Department:

“The point directly involved. in
this present instance is whether
or not security provisions can be
strained to apply to anyone whose
social views do not fall in the ac-
cepted categories of a two-party
system.”

Herbert Lewin's fight involves
far more than his own individual
right to hold whatever political
opinions he wishes. His fight is
the fight of all labor — the fight
to keep America free from au-
thoritarianiém and to preserve
our civil liberties and democratic
rights,

Subseribe to
THE MILITANT

role of the center and ultimately
‘result in either the victory of
fascism with the crushing of all
workers organizations and a fur-
ther degradation of the living
standards or a Workers and
Farmers Government coming to
power in France and leading the
country back on the road to pro-
gress.

American Big Business hopes

editorial columns of its press
Wall Street has indicated its im-
patience over the political insta-
bility in France and the *‘desir-
ability” of a “strong” govern-
ment such as de Gaulle proposes.

IMPATIENCE AND IFEAR

erican’ imperialism arises: from
Europe for operations against the
Soviet Union. This is coupled
with fear of the outbreak of a
socialist revolution in
which would not only force revi-
sion of the war plans but bring
Wall Street face to face with
serious consequences at home as
the inspiration of & new prole-
tarian revolution resounded
throughout the world.

Wadshington is already thinking
in terms of a deGaullist dictator-
ship in France. This was shown
beyvond all dispute by the state-
.ment Sept. 10 of Paul G. Hoff-
mian, one of the chief administra-
tors of the Marshall Plan, that de
Gaulle in power would not bhe
coftsidered a “faseist” bt would
be entitled to receive American
dollars under ECA. _

De Gaulle, at présent, is step:
plhg up lkis camtipiign for new
elections. The heyitote of his
curfent political tour is “T%
Power!” The precise moment he
chooses (o strike is a tactical
question. Undoubtedly he bears
in mind flie advantage of seizing
power under cover of strict legal-
ity as did Hitler before him in
Germany,

de Gaulle will be winner in this|:
unfolding conflict. Through thel’

Part of the impatience of Am-|i

its desire to consolidate Western|®

France|.

The great danger facing the
French workers in face of de
Gaulle’s threat is the lack of the
mass revolutionary party.

However, the French Sccialists
have diseredited themselves,
while the Stalinists have lost
political capital heavily since the

GENERAL DE GAULLE

end of the war. If civil strife
erupts in France there is every
possibility that Stalinism will
not succeed in preventing the
formation of the mass revolu-
tionary working class party. Such
a party can grow with unexpédet-

ed speed urider the pressure of
stern necessity,

The Trotskyists, who pointed
out the danger of de Gaulle when
{he Stalinists were among his
most ardent supporters, are cer-
tain to head the movement that
will end once and for all the
threat of fascism in France. The
ra‘pidity with whith key slogans
ddvorated by the Trotskyists have
gained popularity in France in-
dicates that such an outcome is
already in the making.

ARKRON— So. Howard 5t., 2nd f1. Mon.
through Fri. 7 to & p. m,; Branch meeét-
ing every Thurs, 8 pun.

BALTIMORE—1121 1. Baltimore, Bt,,
Phoné Wolfe 17531, Dally 8 am. -9 p.m,,
0. Coover Sr., MILITA and FOURTH
IN'X‘ERNATIONAL on sale.

BOSTON—Workers Educational Center,
30 Stuart St., open Mon. 5:30-9:00 p. M.,
Wed, 7-10 p. m.

BUFFALO—Militant Forum, 828 Majn
St., 2nd fl.  Phone MAdlison 3960. Every
afternoon except Sun,

CHYICAGO—777 W. Adams (corner Hal-
ated), Phone DEArborn 4767, Dally except
Sun,, 11 a. m.~5 p. m., Library, book-
store,

CLEVELAND—Militant Forum, Sun,,
£:30 p. m., Poeck's Hall, 1446 E. 82nd St.
{off Wade Park Ave.).

DETROIT—6108 Linwood Ave. TPhone
TY 7-0267. Mon. through Sat., 12-5 p. m,

FLINT—Soclal!st Workers Party Hall,
215 E. Ninth Street, I'hone: 2-2496.
Open Housa  Salurday evenings,

LOS ANGELES—Militant Publ, Assn,
Room 201, 124 W. 0th 8t, Phone VAndyke
8061,

SAN PEDRO—Militant, 1008 8, Pacitic
Room Z214.

WATTS—Mllitant, 1720 E. #7th Bt.

LYNN, (Mass.)—Militant Pub'l Ass'n,
-M Cenn-c! A\o office open Tues.,, Wed.

18091

MIL\ Al;KFl‘,—QWP State Campalen
Headquarters, 608 S. 5th St. Sun. through
Fri, 7:50-0:30 p. m. Phone BRoadway
0 %,’F

MINNEAPOLIS—10 So, 4th St, Phone
Main 7781, Duily eXcept Sun., 10 4. .-
¢ p. m. Library, bookstore.

NEW BRITAIN, (Conn.)—3fiitant Dis-
cussion Group every Fri. 7:30 p.m. M-
tant Labor Club, 165 Main St. (next to
Strand Thedtre).

Visit your local headyuarters of the

SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY

Dobbs-Carlson campaign material, The Militant, Fourth Interna-
tional, books and paniphlets on Socidlism avdilable.

NEW HAVEN — Labor. Sthool, 85§
Grdnd Ave., 3rd fl., Toes, 8-10:30 p. m,

NEWARK—423 Springtield Ave. Pbono
Blgelow 3-2574. Reading room.

dafly, 12-4 and 7-10 p.m.
NEW YORK CITY (Kq )—118 Univers«
ity Pl. Phone GR. 5-81
,P‘AQT SIDE—251 F Hounon 8t,
st 1l
HARLEMN—103 W. 110 St., Rm, 28
Phone MO. 2-1866. Open discusaion.
Thurs., 8 p. m

BRONX—1034 Prospect Ave. 18¢ 1.
Phone LU, $-0101.
1mmo LYN—035

Y

Fulton St. Phone

SEA—130 W. 23rd St. Phone
ah
OAKLK‘ID (Cal.)—Wrlte P, O. Box

351, Oakland 4,

l'llﬂ.ADEl.l'lﬂA — 1303-05 W.
Ave., 2nd (l. Fhone Stevenson
Open dally, Forum, Fri, 8 p. m,

PITTSBURGH—1418 Fifth Ave,, 2bd f1,
Sunday evening dlscussions on “‘The
SWP Election Program', Every woek,
T80 P.M,

S;\.\‘ DIEGO (Cal.)—SWP, 432

. Room 301.

84‘0 ¥RANCISCO—1739 Fillmore Ave.,
4th 1. FPhone FI1. 6-0410. Dally except
Sun., 12-4:30 p. m.

SL\T’I‘LE—MA)‘nard Bldg,, 18t Ave.,
South Washington, Phone Main 8378,
Mo, (mbugh Sat., 123 p. m. Branch
meeting, Irl,, 8 p. m, Library, boolutorm

$P. LOUIS—1023 N. Grand Biva.,

812. Militarit Férums, Thurs., 7-30-10" pm

ST. PAUL—040 Cedar St. Phone Gare
tleld 1137, Open dally. Bookstore.

TOLEDD — Weekly moetings evpry

itard
5820,

g

Friddy night at 7:30, Kapps Hdl, 418
Summu !foom l. top 11,

YOUN — 234 B. Fodoral Bt.,
I’hohe ls 5 Wad Frl., Sat, 1:30 to



SWP Election Tour

Pitching for Socialism

By Farrell Dobbs, Presidential Candidate

DETROIT, Sept. 18 — The people of Michigan
know that the Socialist Workers Party is in the
1948 election battle.

— - Our Michigan comrades are
doing a bang-up job of cam-
paigning. They have a first-
class sound truck which is
kept in constant use. Thou-
sands of copies of the SWP
election platform, pamphlets,
The Militant and other litera-
ture have been distributed.
They are seizing every chance

ir i
Farrell Dobbs ::( lf::t 1 their licks over the

Our local candidates are right in there pitch-
ing. Howard Lerner, Genora Dollinger and Wil-
liam Yancey are doing a Trotskyist job in their
campaign for Governor, U. S. Senator and Secre-
tary of State.

Every Michigan comrade is carrying the mes-
sage of socialism right into the factories and
the working class and Negro neighborhoods. The
workers are giving them'a sympathetic hearing.

I have heard numerous stories of workers
taking our literature onto the job, reading it by
sentences or paragraphs as best they could under
the speedup the auto corporations are imposing
upon them. The comrades report that very little
of our literature is found on the ground after
a distribution. The workers take it, read it and
talk about it. Thousands of Michigan workers
now know about the SWP, its.candidates and
its program. '

The Flint comrades were right on their toes
when strikebreaker Truman came to town. They
managed to drive our sound truck, with signs pro-
claiming our party, candidates and slogans, three-
fourths of the way down Truman’s parade route.
Thousands of people, who were lined up await-
ing Truman’s appearance, saw and heard the
Trotskyists too.

Truman spoke 17 minutes over the major Flint
radio. Since Truman received free time, our
comrades demanded and won 17 minutes free time
for me to answer Truman over the same station.
I spoke at 6:15 P. M,, right after a broadcast of

SWP Election Tour

the news and baseball scores. A big audience was
reached in Flint, Pontiac, Saginaw and many up-
state communities.

In Detroit, the comrades distributed over 15,-
000 pieces of SWP literature at the Truman rally
in Cadillac Square, Truman’s audience at the
Pontiac railroad station received 3,000 copies of
SWP campaign material.

My public meetings in Flint and Detroit have
been well attended by enthusiastic audiences of
auto workers with a good percentage of Negro
workers among them. In both cities, the workers
have listened attentively to my explanation of the
struggle for socialism and have then demanded
that T tell them the story of the famous Minnea-
polis truck drivers strike of 1934.

I visited Chicago before coming to Michigan.
Despite the handicap of the Labor Day weekend,
the comrades organized impressive public meet-
ings in both Chicago and Indiana Harbor. My ex-
planation of the Workers and Farmers Govern-
ment and the socialist society it will build was
well received by the workers.

In individual conversations with workers after
the meetings, I found that they are thinking deep-
ly about the grave political problems confronting
then: There is widespread resentment against the
treachery of the high union officials in endorsing
the hated strikebreaker, Truman.

Comrade Manny Terbovich and I discussed the
SWP program in a 15 minute broadcast over the
Hammond radio, which has a big audience in the
Calumet region where 250,000 industrial workers
are concentrated.

The worker comrades told me that in the steel
mills in that area there is a great deal of sym-
pathy with the fight of Jimmy Kutcher, our leg-
less war-veteran comrade, who has been victim-
ized by the Truman administration because of his
political beliefs.

Next stop on my tour is Pontiac, Michigan
From there 1 go into Ohio. Every stop brings
new experiences and new inspiration that our
programatically-mighty little party is not so far
away from the day when it will be a numerically-
powerful big party.

In the World’s Steel Center

By Grace Carlson, Vice-Presidential Candidate

The Pittsburgh-Youngstown area is widely
known as the steel center of the world. Along
the shores of the Mahoning, Allegheny and
Monongahela rivers are located
some of_ Steel’s biggest names —
Youngstown Sheet and Tube,
Jones and Laughlin, Carnegie-
Illinois, U.S. Steel, Republic
Steel. To recite these names
is to recall long years of work-
ers’ struggle against these huge
corporations and some of the
bloodiest — and noblest — pages
in American labor history.

But many other and varied industries are also
located in the Pittsburgh area. This area has
the largest tin plate mill in the world; the
largest electrical manufacturing works in the
world; the largest plate glass manufacturing
plant in the world; the largest food producing
plant in the world, and so forth and so on.

Pittsburgh’s downtown area, between the Alle-
gheny and Monongahela Rivers before they join
to form the Ohio River is known as the “golden
triangle.” Billions of dollars of wealth is con-
centrated in the hands of the capitalist mon-
opolists of the <“golden triangle.”” They own
everything in sight — but they don’'t own the
future. We own the future — we who are
building the foundations of a workers’ world.

We made a very important down payment on
the future when we established Socialist Work-
ers Party branches in Youngstown and Pitts-
burgh. These Trotskyists are facing up to their
big capitalist opponents — who own the news-
papers, the radio networks, and the local govern-
ments of these cities — and they are getting in
some telling blows, At the present time, it may
seem like a David-Goliath contest, but after all
the tiny David won out over the giant Goliath
because he was properly armed!

Armed with the Socialist Workers Par't:.' elee-
tion program, the Youngstown and Pittsburgh
Trotskyists are demanding — and getting —
publicity in the press, free radio interviews and
many other concessions usually granted only to
capitalist party candidates. And all of this in-
tensive and enthusiastic campaigning has brought
results. There were many new faces at the
public meetings in Youngstown, Hazelwood and
Pittsburgh and many pieces of Trotskyist litera-
ture were taken back to steelworkers and elec-
trical workers homes for future study.

And when these workers and the many more
who will be reached through them really under-

stand that the Carnegies and the Mellons and
their kind play no useful role in our socicty, we
will be at the dawn of the bright future of
Socialism.

Perhaps never before has the question of the
Negro’s rights been used so sordidly as a political
football as in this present election year. Back

and forth it goes — Truman is-
suing his civil rights declaration,
passionately avowing his concern
for the Negro people, and Wal-

% lace countering with his South-
ern Tour to show how willing he
is to sacrifice while Truman only
talks,

Back and forth it gvoes — with Dr. W.E.B.
DpBois, who supports Wallace this year, casti-
gating Walter White of the NAACP who sup-
ports Truman, for “abandom'ng efforts to ease
the world plight of the Negro people to serve
the interests of President Truman’s Administra-
tion.” Round and round it goes — with Negro
preachers plunking for a national “Truman Sun-
day” in the churches, and Adam Clayton . Powell
teetering astride the political fence, so fearful
of his political future,

But above this yammering and bidding for
votes, rises a calm voice of reassurance — a
splendid pamphlet called “A Letter to American
Negroes” (published by Pioneer Publishers).
Bohannan, the writer, a Negro himself, tells his
people the truth. He explains about politicians
and promises; he recounts the lessons of the Civil
War, and tells about the class struggle today.
Having lived the class struggle for the 35 years
of his life, first in Georgia and then in Newark,
N. J., Bohannan knows the fate of the Negro

Letter to American Negroes

By Dinah Sanders

in a capitalist society, and he knows the truth:
“Either the working people will take power and
establish a Workers and Farmers Government or
the capitalists will drag us all down to barbarism
and ruin.”

“A Letter to American Negroes,” in addition
to posing the question, gives the answer: A
Workers and Farmers Government. It tells how:
“The same way that the capitalists came to power
— that is, through organization and action, above
all, political action:” And then it tells about Far-
rell Dobbs and Grace Carlson, SWP candidates
for President and Vice-President of the United
States. It tells of their records'in the class strug-
gle and the fight for the second emancipation of
the Negroes. It compares their record with that
of politicians like Henry Wallace, who talks a
good fight dgainst Jim Crow today when running
for office, but who, when in office, declined to
end discrimination in his own Commerce and
Agricultural departments.

Bohannan exposes the kind of party Wallace
is trying to build, and explains what the Social-
ist Workers Party offers: “What the Socialist
Workers Party has to offer you is not vote-catch-
ing promises but a program that teaches the
workers of all races what they can do for them-
selves when they organize and use their political
power. . . " His conclusion is “To smash the
Jim Crow system altogether, join with the So-
cialist Workers Party in creating a Workers and
Farmers Government!”

Notes from

the News

LEAD STRIKE — An important strike of the
CIO Mine, Mill and Smelter Union against the
mines, mills and smelters of the St. Joseph Lead
Co. of Flat River, Missouri is entering its tenth
week. After the strike began the company broke
off all negotiations stating it would not deal
with the union because it has mnot signed the
Taft-Hartley affidavits.

* * *

ANOTHER UE SECESSION — Workers of the
Royal Typewriter Co. at Hartford, Conn., belong-
ing to the CIO United Electrical Workers, voted
overwhelmingly in an NLRB election for the CIO
auto union. 5,448 ballots were cast in the election.
The results were: for the UAW, 4,954; no union,
381; 33 were challenged and 80 ballots voided.

* % =%

TELEPHONE WORKERS — The CIO Tele-
Dhone Workers and the Independent Communica-

tion Workers of America announced that the two
unions have joined forces for a “co-operative ef-
fort to break the Bell System’s opposition to a
third round wage increase for the 500,000 workers
employed by Bell.”

£ 3 2

WEISBORD IN LONDON — Albert Weisbord,
leader in 1926 Passaic textile strike and head
of left-wing Weisbord group for many years is
now in Britain representing the AFL Hat and
Millinery Workers Union on the Marshall Plan.

* *

LOUDSPEAKER RULING — Magistrate Peter
Abeles of Bronx Magistrates’ Court upheld the
right of a political campaigner to use a loud-
speaker in New York City without a police per-
mit.. Abeles dismissed a complaint brought by
the Police Department.

-
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Maritime Workers Prepare
For a Show-Down Struggle

SAN FRANCISCO, Sept. 14—The maritime strike on the
Pacific Coast shows all tha earmarks of a show-down fight. The
employers have the initiative and are out to smash the ClO In-

ternational Longshoremen and
Warehousemen’s Union.
Organized longshoremen have
been the ‘backbone of maritime
labor since the days of the great
1934 strike. If the longshore
union is destroyed now, the em-
ployers know that they will have

See Editorial
Government Strikebreaking
Page 3

easy days ahead in dealing with
the seamen’s unions. They have
learned this from past experience
in dealing with maritime labor.

After World War 1, the long-
shore union was broken in the
1919 strike. Two years later, in
1921, the government and opera-
tors combined to get the organ-
ized seamen. In a bitterly fought-
out strike, with the U.S. Shipping
Board holding a club over indus-
try to prevent any deals with the
union, the seamen finally went
down to defeat.

By directing their heavy fire
against the CIO longshoremen
now, the operators hope to repeat
the pattern of union wrecking
that proved so successful for
them in the open-shop era fol-
lowing the First World War. |

In their present drive against
the ILWU the Waterfront Em-
plowvers’ Association has devised
a simple stratagem for this stage
of the strike. Every statement
they make, every news release
issued, begins: “We can’t do busi-
ness with communism.” This is
certainly not a new device. It is
‘an attempt to hide the real is-
'sues of the strike, which are—
mere pay and recognition of the
union with its long-established
principle of the hiring hall.

The employers hope now to
take advantage of the red-baiting
hysteria being whipped up in
Washington. They seek to direct
the present wave of reaction
against the longshoremen and
seamen to over-ride and drown-
out the legitimate demands of
these workers.

This plan of the employers is
now being unfolded over the
question of how to move Army
cargo tied up by the strike.

After several meetings with
local Army brass and a daylong
debate among top executives of
152 shipping firms of the Water-
front Employers’ Association and
35 members of Pacific American
Steamship Association, the em-
ployers announced that they will
not handle Army cargo.

Their statement said in part:

“1 — It would not be in the
best interest of the Army mission
to resume the handling of its
cargo if it required again sad-
dling the operation with the

munist Party-line leadership.

-
2

harassment and sabotage of Com-|

“2 — From our experience and
knowledge, of transport we are
satisfied that our decision will
not materially hamper or delay
the Army program. The industry
will make prompt arrangements
with the Army to supply gear,
equipment and administrative
personnel to handle its cargoes.”

This open bid for Army strike
breaking was prefaced by a long
denunciation of the Stalinist head
of the CIO-ILWU. The employ-
ers call an offer by Bridges and
Co. to move Army cargo “a 100
per cent political move!”

After the shipowners made
their demand for Army action ¢he
local brass turned down Bridges’
offer and announced its intention
to hire outside the union hall.

This decision was widely pub-
licized but not a single legitimate
longshoreman answered the Ar-
my’s call.

This is the first move to hreak
the strike and it is following a
well known pattern in the mari-
time industry. The shipowners
have in every previous ecrisis
called on the government to do
the job upon the unions that they
themselves could not do. ’

SAN FRANCISCO, Sept. 10—
Attemipts of the Waterfront Em-
ployers Association and Pacific
American Shipowners Assoc¢iation
to stampede striking longshore-
men and seamen into bitter in-
ternal wrangling among the sey-
eral unions involved over the
question of anti-communist oaths
have failed completely of their
purpose as the pacific coast mari-
time strike enters its tenth day
with ranks solid.

CIO longshoremen in meetings
neld up and down the coast voted
in a secret ballot by an over-
whelming majority against com-
pliance with the Taft-Hartley
anti-communist affidavit and to
reject the employers' “final of-
fer.”

‘CIO Marine Cooks and Stewards
nave refused to sign the anti-
communist affidavits, and the
membership has overwhelmingly
rejected the “final offer” made
to them.

The Independent Marine Fire-
men, while among the first to
sign the Taft-Hartley oath, are
not shaken by the operators’
propaganda, The operators have
shown the same hostility and
arrogance to them as to the non-
complying unions.

Indicative of the Firemen's
attitude is the statement of their
anion president in his report to
the membership on negotiations:
“In thirty days time they won’t
be talking so tough and in sixty
days time they will be a little
more reasonable. . .”

The present arrogant attitude |
of the operatars is evidence that
they never at any time wanted to
reach an agreement, They had
hoped to place the onus of break-

This scene and others showing American troops and Sherman
tanks helping Japanese police break a strike of movie workers
at the Toho film studio were ordered deleted from Japanese news-
reels by General Douglas MacArthur's censors. Federated Pictures

When this failed they adopted the
line of “you can’t do business with
communism.”

The present red-baiting cam-
paign is directed ostensibly
against Harry Bridges, Stalinist
president! of the longshore union.
Actually it is directed against the
unions of striking seamen and
longshoremen.

There was no question of “not
doing business with communism”
during the whole Jong period of
the war when Bridges was the
pliant tool of the operators, giv-
ing away many of the conditions
Jongshoremen had fought for.
Bridges then was what they call
the “responsible union representa-
tives.”

Times have changed now. The
longshoremen are demanding
restoration of some of their old
conditions. In the longshore locals
up and down the coast they have
found new leaders who rose to
prominence in opposition to
Bridges’ wartime sell-out policies.
This is the pressure to which
Bridges has partly adjusted his
tactics, and is therefore speak-
ing more militantly.

Negotiations have been placed
in the hands of a top committee
of International officials headed
by Bridges. But the demands that
this committee has advanced are
those formulated by the member-
ship of the longshore locals.

The longshoremen are demand-
ing, 1) retention of the present
hiring hall set up, 2) 18¢. an hour
pay increase and, 3) elimination
of penalty clauses in contract.

Despite the seeming solid front
of the employers there are some
‘ndications of a rift developing
among the operators. Independent
stevedoring companies in  the

| ing off negotiations on the unions.

Northwest have signed up with

| e

the longshoremen. The Shepard
fine steamship company has
zgreed to sign with the Marine
Wiremen and Marine Cooks under
all terms and conditions existing
up to September 1 when the strike
vas called, and in add tion to pay
« bonus of $2C per month per
man until such time as an agree-
ment is signed with the PASA.

The San Francisco Chronicle
reported at the beginning of the
strike that “a quick check showed
that at least some shipping
onerators were seriously disturb-
at the anti-Communist tack
(of the WEA and PASA).” This
is. beginning to become manifest
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@wbeing made by some of the com-

panies.

It is not surprising that the
shipping hogs are already begin-
nmg to break ranks. They are
right now enjoying the greatest
profits in their long racketeering
history. Companies that made
over a million in 1947 include
most of the operators now struck
on the Coast: American-Hawaiian,
American Mail Line, American
President Line, and Moovre-Me-
Cormack Lines. Moore-MeCor-
mack, an east coast outfit, made
over  §9-million dollars. Adding

bair 1047 profits to the un-
diztributed profits  of earlier
vaars, the Ameriean President

a government-owned com-
vy and one of the mainstays of
PASA, had between 15 and 16
raillion dollars in the bank,

These operators must think
constantly of their lush profits
that the strike has temporarily
halted, and many of them are
wondering if an “ideological war”
agzainst communism is worth the
cost.

While the operators seem to be
weakening on this issue, the
unions have seized the challenge
ond are strengthening their ranks.
In an advertisement appearing in
all San Francisco papers, the
unions’ position is clearly stated:

“Refusal to comply with the
Taft-Hartley Law is not ‘com-
munism.’ It’s good, common sense
trade unionism.

“It is the policv of the inde-
pendent United Mine Workers,
whose president happens to be a
epublican.

“It is the policy of the CIO
United Steelworkers, whose presi-
dent happens to be a Democrat.

“It is the policy of the AFL
International Typographical
Union, whose leaders are of
varied political convictions.

“At any rate, we make our
stand on one simple, democratic
principle: The policy of any
union in relation to the Taft-
Hartley Law cannot be dictated
by the employers. It must, and
will be determined by the demo-
cratic will of ‘the union member-
ship.”

fires,

Have you asked your Friends
to Help the

in the feelers and offers now

Dobbs-Carlson Campaign?

SOUTHGATE, Calif. Sept. 2
—A bitter 8-month battle ended
in victory for six officers of
UAW Local 216 who had refused
to sign Taft-Hartley “yellow
dog” affidavits.

In a stormy meeting, a guilty
verdict brought in by the Trial
Committee failed to secure the
necessary two-thirds vote of the
membership. The vote was 255 in
favor of the “guilty” verdict and
178 against.

The issue arose last December
when right-wing elements suc-
ceeded in pushing through a mo-
tion requiring all members of
the Shop Committee and Execu-
tive Board to sign the so-called
“non-communist” affidavits. This
was in direct violation of UAW
policy to keep signing of such af-
fidavits to the minimum. The
Taft-Hartley Law requires affi-
davits only from the nine top of-

Auto Local Backs Anti-Oath Officers

Under trial were Julius Perl-
mutter and Paul Signer, mems+
bers of the Ixecutive Board; Vir-
gil Collins, district committee-
man; and Ed Curske, Lou Cic-
cone and Eddie King, committee-
men.

The =six were accused of dere-
lietion of duty as officers, and
conduct unbecoming a union mems=
ber for refusing to sign the af-
fidavits,

Reuther took no action to bring
the fight to an end, even though
it has disrupted the local for
eight months and made effective
struggle against the speed-up
impossible,

The rejection of the Trial Com-
mittee verdict indicates that the
members of this General Motors

Local are more concerned about
the speed-up than they are with
the political views of democrat-

ficers of the union.

ically-elected officers.

NEWARK, N. J., Sept. 4—
The goal of the Socialist Work-
ers Party is “the establishment
of Workers and Farmers Govern-
ments in all countries, based on
production for use and joined to-
gether in a Socialist United States
of the World,” the New Jersey
candidates of the SWP today in-
formed Carl Van Doren, chairman
of the editorial board of World
Government News, a periodical |
advocating a “federal world gov-/
ernment.” [

Mr. Van Doren had sent a
questionnaire to George DBreit-
man, SWP candidate for U.S.
Senate, and William E. Bohan-
nan, SWP candidate for Cnnm‘essi
in New Jersey's 11th Distriet.

The questions asked were:

1. Do you believe the United
Nations should be transformed
into a federal world government
with powers adequate to keep
world peace and with direct juris-
diction over individual persons
in matters delegated to it? 2. If
you become a member of the 81st
Congress, will you support leg-
islation to bring this about?

THE ANSWERS

The answers of the SWP candi-

|

|
]

|

WILLIAM E. BOHANNAN
SWP candidate for Congress,
11th District, N. J.

dates, in a letter dated Sept. 4
1948 were as follows:

“In response to the questions
which you have asked the under-
signed candidates of Congress,

3!

through this letter rather tlmn‘
through the Yes-or-No check-
sheet you sent us. At the same
time, you will observe that we are
by no means evading your ques-
tions. [

“In our opinion the United Na- |
tions ix incapable of securing orl‘
kecping world peace, no matter|
what transformaticns it may un-|
dergo. Like the lLeague of Na-
tions, it is dominated by a few
powerful governments which are
divided by profoundly antagon-
istic economic and national in-
lerests and are engaged in inces-
sant warfare, whether of the
cold or hot variety. These govern-|
ments are concerned only with
l protecting and promoting the in-
| terests and privileges of their
' rulers—the oppressive capitalist
class in the United States, the
| oppressive bureaucratic caste in’
Russia. In their struggle for con-!
trol over markets, raw materials
and military bases these govern-
ments are even prepared to plunge
the whole world into a civiliza-
tion-shattering war.

“So long as such governments
are in nower, the United Nations
will continue to serve as an arena

we prefer to express our views

for world rivalry and maneuvers,

GEORGE BREITMAN
SWP candidate for U. S.
Senate, N, J.

and as a musk behind which war
preparations by the enemies of
the people will proceed at an
everfaster pace. The transforma-
tion of the United Nations into a
‘federal world government’ based
on such reactionary regimes and
‘with direct jurisdiction over in-

New Jersey Candidates of SWP Expose UN

dividual persons in matters dele-
gated to it’ would solve nothing.
Tt would only strengthen the hand
of the dominant imperialist bloc
in the United Nations and, if

| anything, would acl to sharpen

the tensions leading to war.

“Lasting peace can be attained
only by the scrapping of national
boundavies and through the co-
operation and fraternity of the
peoples of the world. But such a
change cannot be effected with-
out the abolition of the capitalist
| system of production for profit,
which is the basic cause of im-
| perialist wars. Our aim is the es-
tablishment of Workers. aid
Farmers Governments in all eoun-
tries, based on production for use
and joined together in a Socialist
United States of the World, This
| is the only kind of ‘world federa-
tion’ that can work because it is
the only kind that will make pos-
sible international economic and
political collaboration to destroy
poverty and institute world abun-
dance, The Socialist Workers
Party and its candidates are
pledged to support all measures,
inside and outside of Congress,
that will lead to this goal.”




