
Hoax Put U. S. at Brink of War
B y M . L . S ta ffo rd

H o ttin g  up  the cold w a r in  a ll 
pa rts  o f the  globe has been the 
fa v o rite  pastim e o f the c lo ak -a nd - 
dagger d ip lo m a ts  o f A lle n  D u lle s ’ 
C e n tra l In te llig ence  Agency. W ith  
a l l th e ir  practice, they  have de­
veloped some ap t pup ils . The lib e ­
ra l c a p ita lis t press was “ h o r r if ie d ”  
.ast w eek w hen the p ro -U .S . pup ­
pet governm ent o f Laos confessed 
tha t its  fre n e tic  cries fo r  he lp to 
stave o f f  a “ com m un is t”  invasion 
w ere a de libe ra te  hoax.

J A N  31 —  The A m erican  cap i­
ta lis t  system is in  a bad w ay. T h a t 
was the  essence o f P res iden t K e n ­
nedy ’s “ S tate o f the  U n io n ”  mes­
sage to  Congress yesterday. Be­
set in te rn a lly  by  the  w o rs t eco­
nom ic  c ris is  o f the  postw ar period  
and e x te rn a lly  by a g ro w in g  cha l­
lenge to  its  po w e r and prestige, 
th e  U.S. faces b lea k  prospects.

On the dom estic scene, “ the 
A m erican  econom y is in  tro u b le ,”  
K ennedy said. “ The m ost resource­
fu l  in du s tria lize d  econom y on 
ea rth  ran ks  am ong the las t in  eco­
nom ic  g ro w th . S ince la s t sp ring  
ou r econom ic g ro w th  ra te  has ac­
tu a lly  receded.

“ Business in ves tm en t is in  a de­
c lin e ,”  he w e n t on. “ P ro fits  have 
fa lle n  be low  pred ic ted levels. Con­
s tru c tio n  is o ff. A  m il lio n  unsold 
autom obiles are in  in ve n to ry . 
F ew er people are w o rk in g  —  and 
the average w o rk  w eek has sh ru nk  
w e ll be low  40 hours. Y e t prices 
have con tinued to  rise  —  so th a t 
now  too m any A m ericans have 
less to  spend fo r  item s th a t cost 
them  m ore to bu y .”

T he message th a t K ennedy read 
had l i t t le  to o ffe r  in  the  w ay o f a

Fair Play Slates 
New York Rally

N E W  Y O R K  —  A  p u b lic  r a l ly  to 
dem and reve rsa l o f W ash ing ton ’s 
p o lic y  to w a rd  Cuba w i l l  be he ld 
Thursday, Feb. 9, by  the F a ir  P lay  
fo r  Cuba C om m ittee. The ra l ly  w i l l  
be he ld  a t 8:30 p.m . a t th e  New  
Y o rk  T rade  Show B u ild in g , E ig h th  
A venue and 35th Street.

Speakers w i l l  be James H igg ins, 
e d ito r o f the  Y o rk , Pa., Gazette  & 
D a ily ;  R obe rt F. W illia m s , pres i­
den t of the  U n ion  C ounty, N.C., 
N A A C P ; and R icha rd  B . Tussey, 
cha irm an, Lo ca l 72, M echanics 
E duca tiona l Society, A F L -C IO , 
C leveland. R icha rd  G ibson, acting  
na tio n a l executive  secre tary o f the 
F a ir  P la y  com m ittee , w i l l  preside.

In  announcing the  ra lly ,  G ibson 
said: “ A n  ever increas ing  num ber 
o f A m ericans are dem anding a 
new  beg inn ing  in  ou r re la tions  
w ith  Cuba. Cuban P re m ie r F id e l 
Castro has announced th a t he is 
ready and w i l l in g  to  m ake such a 
new  sta rt, so the  n e x t m ove is up 
to  P resident K ennedy.”

The com m ittee  is u rg in g  resto ra ­
t io n  o f d ip lo m a tic  and trade  re la ­
tion s  and an end to  the  ban on 
tra v e l to  Cuba.

Jan. 29 N ew  Y o rk  Post condemned 
the hoax as “ an in cen d ia ry  act 
th a t cou ld have had fa te fu l con­
sequences fo r  the  w o rld . T h a t such 
pyrom aniacs have the special 
blessing o f the U.S. makes us 
shudder.”

A cco rd in g  to the p ro -W este rn  
M in is te r o f E ducation  N houy 
A bh ay  the  deception was perpe­
tra ted  to  fo o l the La o tia n  people 
in to  be lie v in g  they had frie n d s  
abroad. The appeal fo r  m il ita ry  
in te rv e n tio n  to stave o f f  the  a l­
leged invas ion  b y  N o rth  V ie tn am  
and Chinese troops was made to

so lu tion . T he facts he c ited  are 
sym ptom s o f a grave economic 
disease. S ince K ennedy proceeds 
fro m  the prem ise th a t a l l economic 
questions m ust be reso lved on the 
basis o f the p r iv a te  ow nersh ip  o f 
the means o f p ro du c tion  and d is­
tr ib u tio n , he can do l i t t le  b u t ta m ­
pe r w ith  the  most sup e rfic ia l 
aspects o f the  prob lem .

A side fro m  several emergency 
measures suggested to  p ro v id e  re­
l ie f  fo r  those w ho have been u n ­
em ployed a long  tim e, and a d d i­
t io n a l food fo r needy fam ilies , the 
message prom ised to  sub m it speci­
f ic  proposals to  Congress “ w ith in  
the  ne x t 14 days.”

Sore Spots

Even worse troub les b e s e t  
A m erican  im p e ria lis m  on th e  
w o r ld  arena. K ennedy p inp o in te d  
the m a in  im m ed ia te  sore spots in  
Asia , A fr ic a  and L a t in  A m erica . 
H ere  again, the  advance o f the 
co lon ia l re v o lu tio n  and t h e  
streng then ing  o f the  economic and 
p o lit ic a l pow er o f the  S ov ie t bloc, 
have con fron ted  the  A m erican  
c a p ita lis t ru l in g  class w ith  a 
d ilem m a.

H ow  to  w in  the  alleg iance o f the  
uncom m itted  nations and reverse 
the  a n tic a p ita lis t cu rren ts  sweep­
in g  the  n e w ly  independent and 
h ith e rto  sub jugated peoples ou t o f 
the  con tro l o f W estern im p e ria l­
ism?

A m erican  cap ita lism  stands as 
the  b u lw a rk  o f w o r ld  im p e ria lism . 
Its  m a jo r ca p ita lis t a llies  are id e n ­
t if ie d  as the  sole rem a in ing  im ­
p e r ia lis t e xp lo ite rs  and m o rta l 
enemies o f the  co lon ia l s trugg le 
fo r  p o lit ic a l independence and 
econom ic libe ra tio n .

W ith  ra re  exceptions the  U.S. 
governm ent has been found  on the  
side o f the  im p e ria lis t exp lo ite rs . 
A t  the  present t im e  A m erican  
prestige abroad is a t an a ll- t im e  
lo w . A lth o u g h  K ennedy made i t  
p la in  th a t he has no in te n tio n  o f 
re tre a tin g  fro m  the c o ld -w a r pos­
tu re  o f prev ious adm in is tra tions , 
the  un fa vo ra b le  re la tio nsh ip  o f 
forces does d ic ta te  the  need fo r  a 
tac tica l m od ifica tion .

A t  the  m om ent K ennedy needs 
tim e. In  h is  message he com ­
p la ined  th a t in  each o f the  p r in ­
c ip a l areas o f cris is  —  “ the tid e  o f 
events has been ru n n in g  ou t and 
tim e  has no t been o u r fr ie n d .”  
T h is  exp la ins  the  so ften ing o f tone 
to w a rd  th e  S ov ie t governm ent. 
K ennedy is t ry in g  to  bu y  tim e.

the South East A sian T rea ty  O r­
ganization one o f the U.S. reg ional 
m il ita ry  blocs.

Asked to c la r ify  h is statem ent, 
A bh ay  declared: “ I f  S E A TO  re a l­
ly  came in  there w o u ld  be in te r­
n a tion a l w a r and this, cou n try  
w o u ld  be the ba ttleg round . No­
body,”  he added, “ re a lly  w ants 
th a t.”

T h is  exercise in  b rinkm an sh ip  
by the  puppet Laos reg im e set o ff 
a w idespread propaganda cam ­
pa ign in  th is  cou n try  fo r  in te r ­
ven tion .

The U.S. Seventh F lee t was sent

Senators Raise 
Axe on “Equal” 
Radio-TV Time

A n  a ttem p t to repea l the dem o­
c ra tic  p rov is ion  of “ equal t im e ”  on 
rad io  and T V  fo r  a ll candidates 
fo r  p u b lic  o ffice  appears to  be 
under w ay in  W ashington. The a im  
is to g ive a m onopoly o f such tim e  
to  the Republicans and Dem ocrats.

A  tw o -d a y  hearing  began Jan. 
31 before the Senate C om m unica­
tions  Subcom m ittee on proposals 
to  e lim in a te  Section 315 o f the  
Federa l C om m unications A ct.

L a s t yea r Congress “ te m p o ra ri­
ly ”  suspended Section 315 d u rin g  
the  p re s id en tia l e lection, leav ing  
i t  u p  to the broadcasting corpora­
tions to decide “ fa ir ly ”  w h ich  can­
didates w o u ld  get tim e  and w h ich  
w o u ld n ’t.

The e ffec t was to d ra s tica lly  
reduce o r e lim in a te  the sm a ll 
am ount o f tim e p re v io us ly  con­
ceded to m in o r ity  candidates.

N ow  Senator John O. Pastore 
(D — R .I.) ,  w ho  heads the  sub­
com m ittee, says he favo rs  scrap­
p ing  Section 315 e n tire ly .

Senator W arren  G. Magnuson 
(D — W ash.), cha irm an o f the p a r­
en t Commerce C om m ittee, has in ­
troduced leg is la tion  m ak ing  pe r­
m anent the tem po ra ry  suspension 
applied d u rin g  the 1960 cam paign.

F a rre ll Dobbs, na tio n a l secre­
ta ry  o f the  S ocia lis t W orke rs  
pa rty , w ire d  the subcom m ittee de­
m and ing  an o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  a 
p a rty  spokesman to  tes tify . The 
w ire  was no t answered.

The hearings w i l l  be lim ite d  to  
a re p o rt by  the Federa l C o m m un i­
cations Com m ission and testim ony 
by  heads o f the broadcasting  co r­
porations.

A n o th e r subcom m ittee, set up 
las t yea r to  s tudy the “ fa irness”  
o f the  broadcasters u n de r the 
tem po ra ry  suspension, p lans to 
h o ld  hearings la te r.

K ennedy ’s appointee to  c h a ir­
m ansh ip  o f the FCC, N ew ton  N. 
M in ow , also favo rs  e lim in a tin g  
Section 315 in  p re s id en tia l cam ­
paigns.

Negroes Win Suit 
In New Rochelle

A  school desegregation decision 
in  N ew  Rochelle, N. Y ., Jan. 24 
was w on on the basis o f a s t if f  
f ig h t  p u t up by  the  N egro fam ilies  
invo lved .

L in c o ln  school was established 
30 years ago as a v ir tu a lly  a ll-  
Negro school b y  de libe ra te  g e rry ­
m ande ring  o f school d is tr ic ts . The 
B oa rd  o f E duca tion  has insisted 
ever since th a t N ew  Rochelle has 
“ ne ighborhood”  schools, no t segre­
gated ones.

E leven years o f c o u rt action 
over the  issue was b ro ug h t to  a 
head las t yea r when N egro p a r­
ents ignored a cou rt o rde r and 
w ere  arrested w h ile  seeking to 
reg is te r th e ir  ch ild re n  a t one of 
the  o ther schools.

Now, a fed e ra l cou rt decision 
requ ires the  desegregation o f L in ­
coln no la te r than  the  1961-1962 
school year. E leven N egro fam ilies  
f ile d  the w in n in g  su it.

W ho Counts?
A  recheck o f Texas p re s id en tia l 

ba llo ts  revealed th a t m ore than 
100,000 votes w ere  no t counted.

steam ing to w a rd  the La o tia n  f ro n ­
tiers. M il ita ry  aid was stepped up. 
E isenhower called an emergency 
session o f his top advisers on Jan. 
2 and ordered a m il ita ry  a le rt a f­
fec ting  a ll arm ed forces. T he fuse 
fo r  ho t w a r had been l i t  and 
everyone w a ited  fo r  the explosion.

F o rtu n a te ly  the fuse sputtered 
w hen no evidence cou ld be found 
to substantia te the charge o f a 
“ com m un is t”  invasion. The in c i­
den t im pe lled  the Post to  pose 
some p e rtin e n t e d ito r ia l questions:

“ W ere the A m erican  d ip lom ats

Prince Boun Oum, described as 
a “clown” and a “plump sybarite,” 
admits playing fast and loose w ith  
the truth  about a “communist in ­
vasion” of Laos.

B y  C. Thom as
The In te rn a tio n a l E x e c u t i v e  

B oard  o f the  U n ited  A u to m ob ile  
W orke rs  has ca lled upon n a tion a l 
A F L -C IO  o ffice rs  to convene re ­
g iona l conferences on un em p loy­
m ent p re pa ra to ry  to a na tiona l 
ga the ring  in  W ash ing ton la te r in  
the year.

M o u n tin g  unem p loym ent in  the 
au to in d u s try  is engendering con­
s iderable pressure on the U A W  
leadersh ip  fo r  action. T he proposal 
fo r  a n a tion a l conference on u n ­
em p loym ent has been one o f the 
demands o f the opposition in  the 
U A W  organized in  the N a tion a l 
C om m ittee  fo r  D em ocratic  A ction .

Fears have been expressed th a t 
the p ro jected  conferences — i f  he ld 
—  m ay su ffe r the same fa te  as th a t 
o f the  na tion a l conference on u n ­
em p loym ent in  W ash ing ton in  
M arch  1958. The 1958 conference 
was so rigged th a t the ra n k  and 
f i le  spent a ll day lis te n in g  to  
speeches o f assorted w indbags in ­
stead o f ham m ering  ou t a program  
o f action. T he resu lt was n il.

I f  the R euthe r leadersh ip  has its 
w a y  the un ion  ra n k  and f i le  w i l l  
get a re p e tit io n  o f the  1958 fiasco. 
The R euthe r proposal is th a t the 
conferences should in c lud e  re p re ­
sentatives o f w e lfa re  agencies, 
churches, business groups, state 
and loca l governm ent o ffic ia ls , 
state leg is la tors and U.S. senators 
and representatives.

T h is  w o u ld  guarantee in  ad­
vance th a t the conferences w o u ld  
be ta lka thons  fo r  va rious  and sun­
d ry  b low hards  w ho w o u ld n ’t  g ive 
an unem ployed au to w o rk e r a

on the scene unaw are  th a t th e ir  
protégé, P re m ie r Boun O um , was 
te ll in g  a bed tim e story? W as the 
C entra l In te llig ence  A gency so u n ­
in te llig e n t th a t i t  cou ldn ’t  d is tin ­
gu ish between fa c t and fic tio n ?  
Was the a la rm  signa l to W ash ing­
ton sent in  good fa ith  o r w ere  o u r 
m en in  Laos in  on the  scheme and' 
e*en co-authors o f it?  I f  they  w ere, 
how  m uch d id  W ash ing ton know ?”

“ P resident K ennedy,”  the  ed i­
to r ia l added, “ has ju s t spent a 
couple o f hours at the  C IA ’s new  
re fuge o f super-secrecy in  V i r ­
g in ia  to ‘fa m ilia r iz e ’ h im s e lf w ith  
its  fa c ilit ie s . W e tru s t th a t he also 
fa m ilia r iz e d  h im s e lf w ith  the  C IA ’s 
shadowy ro le  in  Laos as a s ta n d -in  
fo r  the  Pentagon.”

One o f the jo u rn a ls  shouting  the  
loudest fo r  a “ ha rd  lin e ”  in  Laos 
now  sheepishly concedes th a t a l l  
the re  was fro m  the beg inn ing  Was 
a “ l i t t le  c iv i l w a r.”  A b o u t th e  
m il i ta ry  cris is  th is  sheet n o w  
jo k in g ly  rem arks:

“ T here  is h a rd ly  m ore o f a c ris is  
in  Laos than  in  L ich ten s te in , and 
tod ay ’s l i t t le  c a rn iv a l o f confes­
sion in  Ven tiane, as r id ic u lo u s  as 
i t  m ay a t f ir s t  appear, m ay v e ry  
w e ll be the m ost sensible develop­
m en t o f the cu rre n t c iv i l  w a r .”  
(N ew  Y o rk  W orld-Te legram , and  
Sun, Jan. 27)

B u t the fa c t th a t the  U.S. was 
ready to  ju m p  in to  a w a r  in  Laos 
is no la ug h in g  m a tte r. T he au ­
th o r ita t iv e  correspondent o f th e  
W a ll Stree t Jou rna l, w r i t in g  fro m  
Laos, repo rts  th a t the La o tia ns  
have no desire to f ig h t  and w hén  
fo rced  to do so ge ne ra lly  m anage 
to  f ire  ove r one ano the r’s head.

L ik e  Syngm an Rhee in  K o re a  
and C h iang  K a i-sh e k  in  Form osa, 
the  La o tia n  puppet, B oun  O um , 
looks to A m erican  troops to do h is  
f ig h tin g .

A n d  the Pentagon, the  C e n tra l 
In te llig ence  Agency, the  w h o le  k i t  
and caboodle o f cold w a rr io rs  in  
A m erica  are o n ly  too happy to 
a va il themselves o f the  o p p o rtu n i­
ties p rov ided  by  th e ir  puppets to 
ho t th ings up.

A f te r  a ll, is the propaganda w a r 
w h ipp ed  up  ove r Laos v e ry  m uch  
d iffe re n t fro m  the m urderous cam ­
pa ign carried  on today b y  press, 
ra d io  and te lev is ion  against Cuba?

chance to  get a w o rd  in  edgewise. 
One such conference was enough!

A Good Idea
The idea of reg iona l conferences 

on unem p loym en t is a good one. 
The proposal th a t they be used to  
p repare  fo r  a na tio n a l ga the ring  in  
W ash ing ton is also good. B u t, to- 
be e ffec tive , th e  conferences 
should be w o rk in g  bodies n o t ta lk ­
ing  shops. O rgan iza tion  o f the- 
conferences should beg in  a t th e  
shop leve l. Each shop should e lec t 
its  rep resen ta tive  to  the  reg iona l 
conference a fte r discussing a 
w o rke rs  p rogram  to  end unem ­
p loym ent.

W hen such delegates assembled 
a t a reg iona l conference they 
w o u ld  be w e ll equipped to  discuss 
and act on the basis o f the  f ir s t ­
hand know ledge o f the p rob lem s 
in  th e ir  p lan ts and in du s tries . 
F rom  the reg iona l conferences d e l­
egates can be elected to  a ttend  a 
na tio n a l ga the ring  in  W ash ing ton 
to ham m er ou t a p rogram  o f ac­
tion . The top brass o f the  A F L -  
C IO  cou ld designate a spokesman 
to  appear a t the  conference to  
present the v iew s o f the  un io n  
leadership.

I f  there w ere  d iffe rences am ong 
the tops, the conference c o u ld  
m ake room  fo r  tw o  speakers — ®he; 
fo r  each side —  and th a t’s allT N d  
v is it in g  firem en . N o long-w inded ',, 
fo rk -ton gue d , addlepated congress­
men. B u t p le n ty  o f tim e  fo r  e v e ry  
elected ra n k  and f i le  delegate to  
discuss and then tim e  to  adopt a, 
p rog ram  of action. Those a re  th e  
k in d  o f conferences the  s itu a tio n  
requires.

In  an in d ig n a n t e d ito ria l, the
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Time Running Out, 
Kennedy Admits

Auto Union Asks AFL-CIO 
To Call Job-Crisis Parleys
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A Growing Leisure Clas- -  Workers
B y  T o m  K e r r y

The A m erican  w o rk in g  class is 
be ing ha rd  h it  by the m odern 
p lague o f ch ron ic  unem p loym ent—  
w h a t the B r it is h  re fe r to as “ re ­
dundancy.”  T h a t is, an increasing 
nu m be r o f w o rke rs  are being 
squeezed ou t o f the  econom y as 
ad van c ing  technology makes pos­
s ib le  the p ro du c tion  o f greater 
qu an titie s  o f com m odities w ith  
less and less labor.

In  h is economic re p o rt to  P res­
id e n t-e le c t Kennedy, D r. P au l 
Sam uelson diagnosed the disease 
as “ ch ron ic  slackness.”  A  recent 
s tu d y  o f the  steel in d u s try  makes 
m ore  concrete the process by 
w h ic h  m ore is produced w ith  fe w ­
e r w o rke rs  a t a g rea te r p ro f it  to 
the  corpora tions.

In it ia l Stages
A u to m a tio n  is m ere ly  a t its  in i ­

t ia l  stages in  the steel in d u s try . 
Y e t, in  the autom ated p lants, la bo r 
COst? are d ra s tic a lly  cu t as crews 

'a re  reduced and p ro d u c tiv ity  in ­
creased.

“ Each ton o f fin ishe d  steel,”  ac­
co rd in g  to  a s tud y  in  the  Jan. 24, 
W a ll S treet Jou rna l, “ now  takes 
12 m an -hours  to produce, 7 
fe w e r than  in  1940.”

Jus t One in nova tion , the  use o f 
oxygen converters, has speeded up 
¡p roduction  and boosted p ro fits . 
¿ 'The oxygen converters,”  the s tudy 
reports , “ w i l l  tu rn  o u t a ‘heat’ or 
batch, o f steel in  less tha n  an hour. 
O pen hea rth  furnaces use o rd in ­
a ry  a ir, on ly  abou t a f i f th  o f w h ic h  
is  oxygen, to  b u rn  o f f  the  im p u r i-

Weekly Calendar

LOS ANGELES
Negro H istory Week. Dramatic pres­

entation. Speaker, Eleanor Letha Cary. 
Fri., Feb. 10, 8:15 p.m. 1702 E. 4th St.
•Cio.ntnb. 75 cents. Ausp. M ilitant Labor 
pprum.

*  sit *

tw o Seminars. [1 ) Cuba, Theodore 
Edwards, Sundays, I I  a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
through March 5. (2 ) Rise and Decline 
o f the Communist Party, Arne Swabeck,
Communist party founder, and Max 
G©.ldtnao. Sundays, 12:30-2 p.m., Through 
'ly lirth ,-, 5. .Contrlb, 35 cents. Interna­
tional School o f Socialism, 1702 E. 4th 
•Sjh AN 9-4953 or WE 5-9238.

•
MINNEAPOLIS

Fred W . Stover, president U.S. Farm­
ers Ass n, on "The U.S. Farm Crisis and 
THe Lessons of the Cuban Land Reform." 
Pri., Feb. 10, 8:15 p.m. Twin C ities La- 
ibor Forum, 704 Hennepin Ave.

•
NEW YORK

... ''T-cjfch' Kerry, org. sec'y- SWP, on
C ap ita lis t Crisis and the 

K fh h 6 dyv A dm in is tra tion ." Frl., Feb. 10, 
8:30 p;m. M ilitant Labor Forum, 116 U ni­
ve rs ity  PI. (O ff U nion Sq.) Contrib.
50 cents.

♦  *  ?it

Interviews taped in Cuba. Sat., Feb. 
I t ,  9:30 p.m. Dancing. $1 contrib. in­

cludes buffet. M ilitant Labor Forum, 116 
U niversity PI.

•
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Socialist news commentary. Theodore 
lEdwerds, chairman, Southern Calif.,

..SWP. Fri., Feb. 10, 6:45 p.m. FM sta­
tio n  KPFK, 70.9 on your dial.

BO STO N , Boston L a b o r  F o ru m , 295 
H u n t in g to n  A ve., Room  200.

C H IC A G O . S oc ia lis t W o rke rs  P a rty , 
302  S outh  Canal S t., Room 210. W E 9-0544.

C L E V E LA N D . S o c ia lis t W o rke rs  P a rty , 
5927 E u c lid  A ve ., R oom  23, C leve land  3, 
m io .

/ ’ D E N V E R . M ili ta n t  Lab o r F o ru m , 1227 
C a lifo rn ia .  M a in  3-0993. F o r la b o r and so­
c ia l is t '  books, In te rn a tio n a l Book E x ­
ch an g e , 1227^ C a lifo rn ia . Open 5:30 p.m . 
to  6 p .m . M on. th ro u g h  F ri.

D E T R O IT . Eugene y .  Debs H a ll, 3737 
W o o d w a rd . T E m ple  1-6135.
¿1 LO S  A N G E LE S . F o ru m  H a ll and M o d ­

e rn  B o o k  Shop. S oc ia lis t W orke rs  P a rty , 
"1702 East F o u r th  St. A N  9-4953 o r W E  5- 
:>$2§8.. Open 12 noon  to  5 p.m . d a ily , Sat. 

9  a.m. to  5 p.m.

ties and take about ten hours to 
produce a heat o f steel.”

Im provem en ts  in  the s tee lm ak­
in g  process, p e rm itt in g  the use of 
h igh e r tem peratures and greater 
pressure, “ are expected to increase 
the o u tp u t o f the fu rnace  by  40 
percent w ith in  f iv e  years w ith  
a lm ost no change in  the size of 
the fu rnace c rew .”

The ne t resu lt o f increased au to­
m a tion  and m echan ization in  the 
steel m ills  has d ra s tic a lly  reduced 
the size o f the w o rk  force w h ile  
m a in ta in in g  h ighe r p roduc tion  
levels.

“ The U n ite d  S tee lw orkers of 
A m erica ,”  the study po in ts  out, 
“ figu res its  m em bersh ip w ith in  the 
basic steel in d u s try  h it  a peak of 
571,000 in  1953 and has declined 
fa ir ly  steady since. In  the f ir s t  
q u a rte r las t year, w ith  p roduc tion  
at a h igh  leve l, S tee lw o rke r m em ­
bersh ip  num bered o n ly  532,000, a 
drop o f 40,000 in  seven years.”  A  
to ta l o f 40,000 steel w o rke rs  be­
came “ re d un dan t”  in  seven years 
—  and th a t is o n ly  the beginn ing.

Never Recalled
“ A b o u t 125,000 u n io n  m em bers 

are on fu r lo u g h  now ,”  says the 
study, “ and as m any as 10,000 
p ro ba b ly  w i l l  never be reca lled, 
even should o u tp u t rebound to 
reco rd  levels. A b o u t 9,000 m em ­
bers w ere  never reca lled  a fte r  the 
1959 s tr ik e .”

To the fig u re  of 125,000 la id  o ff 
f ro m  th e ir  jobs as o f December, 
the  Jan ua ry  issue o f Steel La bo r 
repo rts : “ A n d  those re m a in in g  at 
w o rk  averaged o n ly  34.1 hours per

School Fight Gains 
In New Orleans

In  s tubborn  defiance o f rac is t 
pressure, John N. Thom pson, 33, 
entered his second c h ild  a t New 
O rleans’ M cDonogh No. 19 school 
last week. W h ites  have been boy­
co ttin g  the  school since three 
Negro c h ild re n  w ere en ro lled  ten 
weeks ago.

W hen Thom pson entered his 
f i r s t  son a t the school he was f ire d  
fro m  his W a lg ren  D ru g  fou n ta in  
job . B u t the n a tio n a l cha in then 
trans fe rre d  h im  to another store. 
The store is be ing picketed by 
racists and the Thom pson fa m ily  
has been ordered to move from  
th e ir  apartm ent.

On ano the r r ig h ts  fro n t, ten 
Negro college students a t Rock 
H il l ,  N. C., were ja ile d  on “ tres­
pass”  charges Jan. 31 a fte r  resum ­
in g  s it- in s  a t a J im  C row  M cC ro ry  
lunch  counter.

Seattle Leaflet Case
S E A T T L E  —  M rs. F lo restine  

W are was arrested w h ile  d is tr ib ­
u tin g  lea fle ts  Jan. 20 u rg in g  people 
no t to  r id e  in  F arw est cabs u n t il 
the com pany stops ra c ia l d is c r im i­
na tion  in  h ir in g . She was booked 
under an ord inance p ro h ib it in g  
street d is tr ib u tio n  o f com m ercia l 
adve rtis ing  m a te ria l and b a il was 
set a t $100.

M rs. W are is secretary o f the 
Seattle Negro Independent Asso­
c ia tion .

M IL W A U K E E . 150 E. Juneau Ave.
M IN N E A P O L IS . S o c ia lis t W orke rs  P a rty  

and L a b o r B ook S tore, 104 H ennep in  
A ve., H a ll 240. FE dera l 2-7781,

N E W A R K . N ew a rk  Lab o r Fo rum , Box 
361, N e w a rk , N ew  Jersey.

NEW  Y O R K  C IT Y . M ili ta n t Labo r 
F o ru m , 116 U n iv e rs ity  P lace. A L  5-7852.

O A K L A N D -B E R K E L E Y . P.O. B o x  341, 
B e rke ley  i ,  C a lif. Phone O L 5-1764.

P H IL A D E L P H IA . M i li ta n t  L a b o r Forum  
and S oc ia lis t W orkers P a rty , 1303 W: 
G ira rd  A ve . L ec tu res  and discussions 
every  S a tu rday, 8 p.m.., fo llo w e d  by
open house. C a ll PO 3-5820.

S E A TT LE . 1412 18th A ve ., E A  5-0191. 
L ib ra ry ,  bookstore. Open 12 noon to 
S p .m . Saturdays.

week w ith  a loss o f incom e equ i­
va len t to a lm ost a f u l l  day ’s pay.”

But Profits Stay Up
M eanw h ile  p ro fits  rem a in  h igh. 

“ S tee lm akers,”  says the study, 
“ have made new  iro n  and steel 
fa c ilit ie s  pay o f f  in  p ro fits  d u r in g  
the  c u rre n t sag in  steel demand 
w h ich  began last spring . W here i t  
hasn’t  in te rfe re d  w ith  the m ix  o f 
products produced and o ther fac ­
tors, m ills  have cu t back o lde r 
fa c ilit ie s  f ir s t  and le t new er, m ore 
e ff ic ie n t un its  ru n  close to capac­
ity . ”

W ha t th is  has m eant in  term s of 
actua l figu res  is disclosed by  the 
study: “ In  the  1960’s th ird  qu a rte r, 
the in d u s try  was ab le to ne t about 
$100 m illio n , a 4% re tu rn  on in ­
vestm ent, a lthough  p roduc tion  
averaged on ly  52.4% o f capacity. 
Steel m en say p ro fits  he ld  up 
w e ll in  last ye a r’s f in a l q u a rte r 
a lthough  o u tp u t slipped even lo w e r 
to 50.4% o f capac ity .”

There  you have a lm ost the 
w ho le  s to ry  o f the c u rre n t p ro b ­
lem . W hat is tru e  fo r  the  steel 
in d u s try  is tru e  to one degree o r 
another fo r  auto, rubbe r, tra n s ­
po rta tion , etc. F ew e r w o rke rs  tu rn ­
in g  ou t the same or h igh e r p roduc­
tio n  at g reater p ro fits .

The advance o f technology u n ­
der ou r so-ca lled “ free  en te rp rise ”  
system has resu lted  no t in  lo w er 
prices to consumers and sho rte r 
hours w ith  no red uc tio n  in  pay fo r  
the  w o rke rs  b u t in  h igh e r p ro fits  
fo r  the owners o f in du s try .

F o r m any o f those fo rtu n a te

Carl Braden Faces 
New Racist Attack

D A Y T O N A  BE A C H , F la. —  C a rl 
B raden was served w ith  a sum ­
mons fro m  the F lo rid a  Leg is la tive  
Inve s tig a tin g  C om m ittee  as he ad­
dressed a m eeting o f the V o lus ia  
C oun ty  N A A C P  here Jan. 25. He 
was ordered to appear before the 
com m ittee in  Tallahassee on Feb. 
9.

The com m ittee has been h a r­
assing Negro m in is te rs  in  the 
state because they  refuse to reveal 
m em bersh ip lis ts  o f the N A A C P .

The summons was served on 
Braden, a f ie ld  secre tary and ed i­
to r  fo r  the Southern Conference 
E duca tiona l Fund, as he discussed 
the ja i l  sentence o f Rev. Theodore 
R. G ibson, M ia m i, and the th re a t 
to ja i l  the Rev. A . Leon L o w ry , 
Tam pa, fo r  th e ir  defiance o f the 
com m ittee.

B raden is now under a one-year 
“ con tem pt”  sentence fo r  de fy in g  
the House Com m ittee on U n - 
A m erican  A c tiv it ie s . The U.S. Su­
prem e C ourt has heard argum ent 
on th a t conv ic tion  and a decision 
is aw aited.

B raden said he w i l l  refuse to 
answer any questions p u t to h im  
b y  the F lo r id a  com m ittee . “ They 
are m ere ly  us ing th e ir  powers to 
ham per w o rk  fo r  in te g ra tio n  in  
thé South,”  he declared.

enough to s t i l l  have a jo b  i t  has 
m eant sho rte r hours, i t  is  tru e  —  
b u t a t reduced income. F o r those 
“ fu rlo ug hed ,”  (w h a t a de lica te 
w ay to p u t i t )  i t  has m eant the 
h u m ilia t io n  o f unem p loym ent com » 
pensation a t on ly  a fra c tio n  of 
th e ir  em ployed income, i f  tha t, and 
the  prospect o f jo in in g  the g ro w ­
in g  a rm y  o f “ redundants.”

W h a t happens to  those “ red un d ­
ants”  w ho had acqu ired a ce rta in  
leve l o f e ffic ie n cy  and s k il l in  any 
g iven in d u s try  o r trade?

W r it in g  on the effects o f au to ­
m a tio n  in  th is  m o n th ’s issue o f 
the  A m e rica n  F edera tion is t, D r. 
Charles C. K il lin g s w o rth , M ic h i­
gan State U n iv e rs ity  professor, 
says:

“ W e have a v e ry  lim ite d  basis 
as ye t fo r  ju d g in g  the ex te n t to 
w h ic h  upg rad ing  o r dow ngrad ing  
o f the la bo r fo rce  w i l l  re s u lt fro m  
au tom ation . W e are ge tting  some 
ideas as to w h a t is happen ing to 
p a r tic u la r  jobs w hen operations 
are autom ated. W e kn o w  n e x t to 
no th in g  abou t w h a t happens to  the 
people w ho are d isplaced.”

W h ile  he adm its  th a t l i t t le  is 
kn o w n  o f the fa te  o f those made 
redundan t by  au tom ation , P ro fes- • 
sor K il lin g s w o r th  does m ake an 
educated guess.

Obsolete Skills
“ The m an w ho loses a sem i­

s k ille d  fa c to ry  jo b ,”  he says, “ m ay 
end up in  a lo w -s k il le d  service 
job. Engineers have been scarce 
in  recent years, b u t com puters are 
ra p id ly  deve lop ing the a b il i ty  to 
p e rfo rm  ce rta in  k inds  o f th e ir  
w o rk . N u m e rica l co n tro l m ay ra ­
p id ly  rende r obsolete the s k ills  of 
m any o f today ’s h ig h ly -p a id  
craftsm en.

“ M any o f the thousands o f ju n ­
io r  executives th a t o u r coUegiate 
schools o f business are g r in d in g  
ou t these days m ay in  a few  years 
f in d  th e ir  jobs be ing taken over 
b y  dec is ion -m ak ing  machines. In ­
deed, one o f the students o f au to ­
m a tion  is w i l l in g  to assume th a t in  
10 years we w i l l  have the  techn ica l 
c a p a b ility  o f b u ild in g  m achines to 
p e rfo rm  any p ro d u c tive  fun c tio n  
th a t is pe rfo rm ed  by m en today.

“ Econom ic fe a s ib ility ,”  he con­
cludes, “ w i l l  re ta rd  the  rea liza tion  
o f th is  techn ica l c a p a b ility . B u t i t  
w o u ld  be a m is take  to th in k  th a t 
i t  is on ly  the  lo w -s k ille d  jobs th a t 
can be m echanized.”

I t  is th is  technolog ica l re v o lu ­
t io n  th a t is la rg e ly  responsib le fo r  
the  g ro w th  o f ch ron ic  un em p loy ­
m en t today. As in  the  steel in ­
dus try , inves tm en t in  new p la n t 
and equ ipm ent is fo r  the purpose 
o f c u ttin g  la bo r costs and is no t 
in tended to increase p roduc tive  
capacity. T h is  can on ly  exacer­
bate the prob lem .

The m ost s tr ik in g  fa c t o f the 
1958 recession, says D r. Samuelson 
in  h is economic rep o rt, is th a t u n ­

em p loym ent in  the  recovery  years, 
1959-60, “ rem a ined above 5 p e r­
cent o f the la bo r fo rce .”

“ E ver since the 1954 recession,”  
says an e d ito r ia l e n title d : “ Ec<\ 
nom ic Forecasts,”  in  the  Dec. 
New R epublic , “ the residue o f job 
lessness w h ic h  has lasted as th, 
economy recovered has been great 
e r w ith  each cycle. A n d  w h ile  th{ 
present la b o r force is p a r t ly  un! 
used, new  en tran ts  in to  the  labo 
m a rk e t w i l l  rise ra p id ly  w ith  w a r 
babies fin is h in g  th e ir  schooling. 
A n  ad d itio n a l 1.2 m il lio n  jo b  seek­
ers are expected ove r the  n e x t 12 
m onths.”

C hron ic  d isem p loym ent is today 
aggravated by  co n ju n c tu ra l u n ­
em p loym ent due to  the  economic 
d o w n tu rn . W h ile  advancing those 
demands re q u ire d  to  m eet the  im ­
m edia te needs o f the  unem ployed, 
th e  la bo r m ovem ent canno t a ffo rd  
to neglect those longer range de­
m ands designed to cope w ith  
ch ron ic  d isem ploym ent. The f ir s t  
among these is the  dem and o f 30 
fo r  40 —  the sho rte r w o rk  w eek 
w ith  no red uc tio n  in  take-hom e 
pay.

Cost of Living Hits 
Ah All-Time High •>

The cost o f l iv in g  c lim bed  to  a 
new record h igh  in  December, ac­
cord ing  to  the  U.S. D e pa rtm en t o f 
La b o r w h ic h  reported  th a t the 
fo u rth  m o n th ly  increase in  a ro w  
b ro ug h t its  in de x  to 127.5. T h is  is 
1.6 per cent h igh e r than  a yea r ago.

The biggest b ite  in  l iv in g  stand­
ards, the  re p o rt said, was due to 
new  increases in  the  cost o f food 
and housing.

W ith  unem p loym ent spreading, 
and unem p loym ent com pensation 
and o th e r fo rm s  o f p u b lic  assis­
tance pegged to yes te r-ye a r’s 
prices, each new ju m p  in  l iv in g  
costs means added ha rdsh ips fo r  
the jobless.

Yes, Count Me In
The M il ita n t 
116 U n iv e rs ity  PI.
New Y o rk  3, N . Y.

Yes, I ’d lik e  to m ake sure 
I  get the  M il i ta n t  eve ry  week. 
Count me in  fo r  a yea r’s sub­
scrip tion . I  am enclosing $3.

Name .................................................

S treet .......................................... .......

C i t y ............................ ..... Zone____

State .................... -................. ...........

C. Wright Mills

"He Defies the M en in Pow er"
B e g in n in g  w i th  th a t  e s tim a te  o f  A m e r ic a ’s le a d in g  

soc io lo g is t, W i l l ia m  F. W a rd e  discusses C. W r ig h t  M i l ls ’ bo ok , 
T he S o c io lo g ic a l Im a g in a t io n ,  in  th e  w in te r  issue o f  I n te r ­
n a t io n a l S o c ia lis t  R e v ie w .

W a rd e  v ie w s  M i l ls ’ m e th o d o lo g y  as m o re  p ro g re s s iv e  
th a n  th a t  o f th e  c u r r e n t ly  d o m in a n t schoo ls o f  soc io lo gy , 
w h ic h  M il ls  d e m o n s tra te s  to  b e  c o m p le te ly  b a rre n . B u t,  
a rgues  W a rd e , th e  M a rx is t  m e th o d  —  w h ic h  M i l ls  f in d s  o n ly  
p a r t ia l ly  v a l id  —  is a m o re  e f fe c t iv e  s o c io lo g ic a l to o l th a n  
th e  th e o ry  o f M a x  W e b e r, w h o  is v ie w e d  b y  M i l ls  as th e  
fo re m o s t so c io lo g is t o f th is  c e n tu ry .

L is te n , Y a n ke e , is fa v o ra b ly  re v ie w e d  b y  Joseph H ansen. 
T h e  e d ito r  o f th e  M il i t a n t  d ra w s  on  D r. M i l ls ’ m a te r ia l in  
d e m o n s tra t in g  th e  s w e e p in g  c h a ra c te r  o f  th e  C u b a n  R e v o lu ­
t io n .

S end 35 cen ts fo r  a copy.

INTERNATIONAL SOCIALIST REVIEW
116 U n iv e rs i ty  P la ce  N e w  Y o r k  3, N . Y .
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Kennedy's Policy Toward Cuba
I n  h is  S ta te  o f th e  U n io n  m essage to  C ongress, K e n n e d y  

re p e a te d  p ro m ise s  to  L a t in  A m e r ic a  th a t  ha ve  been  m ad e  b y  e v e ry  
te n a n t o f th e  W h ite  H ouse  since th e  t im e  o f F r a n k l in  D . R o ose ve lt. 
“ F re e  an d  p ro s p e ro u s ”  c o u n tr ie s , “ e co no m ic  and  s o c ia l p ro g re s s ,”  
a ' ‘n e w  h e m is p h e re  a t ta c k  on  i l l i t e r a c y  and  in a d e q u a te  e d u c a tio n a l 
o p p o r tu n it ie s ,”  and  s im i la r  h ig h -s o u n d in g  phrases.

H e  p ro p o se d  tw o  s p e c if ic  ite m s . A  fu n d  o f $500,000,000 “ as a 
f i r s t  s tep  in  th e  sou nd  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  th e  A m e r ic a s ’ and  a “ fo o d -  
Cor-peace m is s io n ”  to  “ e x p lo re  w a y s  in  w h ic h  o u r  v a s t foo d  
»bundance can  be  used to  h e lp  end h u n g e r a n d  m a ln u t r i t io n  in  

c e r ta in  areas o f  s u f fe r in g  in  o u r  o w n  h e m is p h e re .”
T hese  a re  m u c h  to o  l i t t l e  an d  m u c h  to o  la te  to  s tem  th e  deep 

b itte rn e s s  th a t  p re v a ils  th ro u g h o u t  L a t in  A m e r ic a  a g a in s t th e  r ic h  
a n d  a r ro g a n t im p e r ia l is t  p o w e r  to  th e  n o r th . A n d  i f  th e y  do  
re p re s e n t th e  b e g in n in g  o f  so m e w h a t b ig g e r  h a n d o u ts , w e  m a y  be 
s u re  th a t  e v e ry w h e re  so u th  o f th e  R io  G ra n d e  th e  W h ite  H ouse  
w i l l  w in  n o  c re d it  f o r  a change  o f  h e a rt. T h e  c a lc u la t io n  is  too  
c ru d e  a n d  to o  a p p a re n t —  a b i t  m o re  c h a r ity  m a y  p re v e n t th e  
C u b a n  R e v o lu t io n  f r o m  s p re a d in g .

T h e  re a l fe e lin g s  o f  th e  c a p ita lis ts  w h o  s ta n d  b e h in d  th e  
W h ite  H o use  w e re  in  those p a r ts  o f  K e n n e d y ’s m essage w h e re  he 

“sm ea red  th e  re v o lu t io n a ry  g o v e rn m e n t as ty ra n n ic a l and  p ra ise d  
th e  “ e x i le  f r o m  C u b a .”

T h e  u n fo rg iv a b le  c r im e  o f  th e  C u b a n  p e o p le  in  th e  eyes o f 
K e n n e d y  an d  th e  m il l io n a ir e  c irc le s  he  be longs  to  w as th a t  th e y  
f in a l ly  re b e lle d  a g a in s t c a p ita l is t  p ro p e r ty  r ig h ts .

T h e y  re fu s e d  to  w a it  a n y  lo n g e r  fo r  d e liv e ry  on  those ge ne rous  
p ro m ise s  o f  h e lp  f r o m  B ig  B ro th e r .  T h e y  ou s ted  W a ll S tre e t ’s 
p u p p e t d ic ta to r .  T h e y  c u t  re n ts  in  h a lf .  T h e y  began  b u ild in g  
schoo ls and  hom es. T h e y  to o k  th e  la n d  and  s ta r te d  c u l t iv a t in g  it .  
C u b a ’s p o o r  p e o p le  began  to  l iv e  b e tte r .  W h e n  th e  W h ite  H ouse 
resp on ded  w i t h  savage  eco no m ic  re p r is a ls , th e  C u ba ns  n a tio n a liz e d  
in d u s tr y  and  se t u p  a p la n n e d  econom y.

In  sh o rt, th e  p ro g re s s iv e  a im s  w h ic h  a re  c u s to m a ry  them es 
in  th e  speeches o f A m e r ic a n  p re s id e n ts  w e re  c o n v e rte d  b y  th e  
C u ba ns in to  d o - i t - y o u r s e l f  p ro je c ts . T h e y  p ro v e d  to  a l l  o f  L a t in  
A m e r ic a  th a t  th e re  is  n o  o th e r  w a y  to  w in  th e m .

K e n n e d y ’s re je c t io n  o f  th e  C u b a n  g o v e rn m e n t’s o v e r tu re s  fo r  
a n e w  b e g in n in g  in  d ip lo m a t ic  re la t io n s  w i l l  c e r ta in ly  n o t h e lp  
re s to re  A m e r ic a ’s a b y s m a lly  lo w  p re s tig e  in  L a t in  A m e r ic a . 
K e n n e d y ’s p ro je c te d  cou rse  d i f fe rs  b u t  l i t t l e  f r o m  th a t  fo llo w e d  
b y  E is e n h o w e r w h ic h  b ro u g h t th e  n a m e  o f th e  U n ite d  S ta tes  to  a 
le v e l n o t f a r  f r o m  th a t  o f  N a z i G e rm a n y .

T h e  m o s t v i r u le n t  c o u n te r re v o lu t io n a ry  c irc le s , en cou rage d  
b y  K e n n e d y , a re  n o w  ta lk in g  a b o u t s e tt in g  u p  a “ g o v e rn m e n t in  
e x i le ”  —  in  M ia m i,  F lo r id a .  A n d  th e  s la n d e ro u s  sheets th e y  p u b ­
lis h , w h ic h  re e k  o f  d o lla rs  f lo w in g  th ro u g h  C e n tra l In te l l ig e n c e  
c h a n n e ls , sc ream  a b o u t has te  in  sm a sh in g  th e  C u ba n  R e v o lu t io n  
b e fo re  i t  gets a n y  s tro n g e r.

T h e  C u b a n  c o u n te r re v o lu t io n a r ie s  d o  n o t p ropose  to  do th e ir  
o w n  f ig h t in g .  “ W h a t e x i le  le a d e rs  a re  c o u n t in g  on  is a l l  k in d s  o f 
h e lp  f ro m  th e  U .S . . . e x p la in s  th e  Ja n . 30 U.S. N e w s  &  W o r ld  
R e p o rt.  “ T h e y  w a n t  m o re  th a n  a rm s  and  m o n e y  an d  t r a in in g  bases. 

. T h e y  w a n t  e xp e rie n c e d  m i l i t a r y  m e n  to  h e lp  th e m  p la n  th e ir  
c iv i l  w a r  . . . A n d  th e y  w a n t  a g u a ra n te e  th a t  once th e y  s ta r t  
f ig h t in g ,  th e  f lo w  o f  a rm s  f r o m  o u ts id e  w i l l  be s te a d y  and b ig .”

G e n u in e  f r ie n d s  o f  th e  L a t in  A m e r ic a n  pe op le  m u s t re g a rd  
K e n n e d y ’s p o lic y  to w a rd  C u ba  w i th  th e  u tm o s t conce rn . T h e  n e w  
p re s id e n t m u s t be m ad e  to  h e a r th e  v o ic e  o f reason  an d  ju s tic e : 
“ H a n d s  o f f  C u b a !”

In the Atomic Age—Remember?
H o w  lo n g  can w e  c o n t in u e  to  d r i f t  in to  th e  a to m ic  age w ith o u t  

a m a jo r  d isas te r?
A  s m a ll re m in d e r  o f  th e  haza rds  h u m a n ity  n o w  faces a p ­

p e a re d  on th e  press w ire s  la s t w e ek . H e re  i t  is  in  its  e n t ir e ty :

W HITESBORO, N. Y., Jan. 24 (U P I). —  W ith  the permission o f the A tom ic  
Energy Commission, John A . Byrnes, twenty-seven, will be buried tom orrow  at Mount 
O live  Cemetery.

The burial will be unusual in several respects. The body will be in a standard 
co ffin . However, the co ffin  w ill be surrounded by a sealed steel box, a lead-lined vault 
and one fo o t o f concrete. A t least three fee t o f soil must rest a top the concrete.

The grave may not be moved or opened w ithou t A.E.C. permission.
M r. Byrnes, an army specialist, was one o f three men killed in a nuclear mishap 

at the National Radiation Testing C enter a t Idaho palls, Idaho.

S pokesm en  o f  th e  P e n ta g o n  ha ve  c h e e r fu l ly  assu red  us in  th e  
pas t y e a r  th a t  w e  need n o t ta k e  such  a g lo o m y  v ie w  o f a n u c le a r 
w a r. A t  le a s t h a lf  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n , th e y  assert, w i l l  m o s t l ik e ly  
s u rv iv e  th e  f i r s t  s a lvo  o f H -b o m b s .

T h e y  fo rg o t  to  m e n tio n , h o w e v e r, w h a t p ro v is io n s  a re  b e in g  
m ad e  to  b u ry  th e  h a lf  th a t  f a l l  v ic t im  to  th e  ra d io a c t iv e  b las ts .

In  v ie w  o f th e  p re c a u tio n s  th a t  h a d  to  be  ta k e n  in  p u t t in g  
a w a y  th e  b o d y  o f  J o h n  A . B y rn e s , w e  s h o u ld  l ik e  to  in q u ir e  o f  th e  
P e n ta g o n  e x p e rts , “ I n  th e  e v e n t o f n u c le a r  w a r, w h o  b u r ie s  th e  
de ad  a n d  w h a t  w i th ? ”

Cuba Stirs Canadian Unions
Sections o f the Canadian un ion 

m ovem ent are p u ttin g  up a f ig h t 
against bu reaucra tic  e ffo rts  o f the 
top brass o f the Canadian Labo r 
Congress to p reven t them  fro m  
le a rn in g  the tru th  about Cuba f ir s t  
hand.

Las t fa l l  the conven tion o f the 
B r it is h  C o lum b ia  A F L -C IO , whose 
m em ber un ions are also a ff ilia te d  
to  the  CLC, voted to  send its  top 
o ffice rs  fo r  a f irs t-h a n d  look at 
the  Cuban revo lu tio n . T he con­
ven tion  also urged loca l un ions to 
e lect representatives to  accom­
pany fede ra tion  o ffice rs  and m ake 
i t  a mass de legation.

B u t so fa r  the  B r it is h  C o lum b ia  
un ions have been blocked fro m  
sending th e ir  de legation to  Cuba 
by  the  na tiona l o ffice rs  o f the CLC  
who, lik e  th e ir  counterparts  in  the  
A F L -C IO  here, fe a r any m ove th a t 
w o u ld  be looked upon u n fa v o ra b ly  
b y  the big-business opponents o f 
the  Cuban revo lu tion .

To counteract ra n k -a n d - f ile  d is­
sa tis fac tion  w ith  th e ir  stand, the 
C LC  tops have c ircu la te d  to  a ll 
loca l un ions tw o  scu rrilou s  sta te­
m ents about the  “ enslavem ent”  of 
Cuban unions. These w ere issued 
b y  the  re d -b a itin g  In te rn a tio n a l 
C onfederation o f Free T rade 
U nions and “ A R IT ,”  the in te r -  
A m erican  a ff il ia te  o f the  IC F T U .

A  cove ring  le tte r  fro m  CLC 
S ecre ta ry -T reasu re r D ona ld  M c­
D ona ld  asserts th a t w h ile  the  CLC 
favo rs  continuance o f d ip lom atic  
and trade ties w ith  Cuba i t  “ can­
no t become a p a rty  to any expres­
sion o f sym pa thy or ac tive  f ra te r ­
n iza tio n  w ith  the organ izations and 
in s titu tio n s  w h ich  fo llo w  a p o lic y  
o f suppressing the  free trade un ion  
m ovem ent.”

T h is  stand was scored in  an 
open le tte r  to  CLC  President

C laude Jodoin b y  Angus Macphee, 
secre tary o f the  P rince  R upert, 
B.C., L a b o r C ouncil.

M acphee’s le tte r was pub lished in  
the  Jan ua ry  issue o f the  W estern  
P u lp  and Paper W orke r, voice of 
the  W estern Canada C ounc il of 
P u lp  and P aper M i l l  U nions in  
B r it is h  C o lum bia .

T he le tte r declares: “ I  have been 
ins truc ted  by  th is  C ounc il to  w r ite  
you in  pro test o f Congress’ actions 
in  d issuading the  B.C. Federa tion  
o f L a b o r fro m  o rgan iz ing  a trade 
un io n  de legation to Cuba. T h is  ac­
t io n  is taken  fo r tw o  reasons.

“ F irs t, we consider the  Congress 
action  one o f p o lit ic a l im m a tu r ity . 
Perhaps never since the A m erican  
R e vo lu tion  has the w este rn  hem is­
phere been the se tting  o f such an 
event o f p o lit ic a l and economic 
im portance  as the s trugg le  fo r  
freedom  in  Cuba th a t successfully 
rou ted  the B a tis ta  reg im e.

“ W he the r w e lik e  i t  o r  no t,”  the  
P rince  R u pe rt L a b o r C ounc il le tte r  
continued, “ the  w orke rs  and pea­
sants o f Cuba, led b y  Castro ’s 
m o v e m e n t ,  has dem onstrab ly  
changed the course o f co lon ia l 
s trugg le  on th is  ea rth  and to  a 
g rea t degree has in flue nced  w o rld  
c o ld -w a r tactics. The fu l l  im pact 
has no t ye t been fe lt.

“ T here  m ay be room  fo r  debate 
on the  sub ject o f C astro ’s po litics . 
T here  c e rta in ly  w asn ’t  in  B a tis ta ’s 
case. I t  w o u ld  be d i f f ic u lt  to f in d  
a worse reg im e fro m  a trade  un ion  
p o in t o f v ie w  w h ich , in c id e n ta lly , 
gives us to question th e  repo rt 
th a t an e x -B a tis ta  ‘L a b o r ’ hench­
m an has some capacity  w ith  the 
A F L -C IO .

“ The Congress o ffice rs  and those 
o f the  IC T F U  are e n tit le d  to th e ir  
op in ions,”  the  le tte r  states. “ H o w ­
ever, the trade  un ion is ts  are en­

t it le d  to, and m ust know ,, the  
tru th . C on trad ic tions in  repo rts  r e f  
ceived so fa r  m ake th is  im possib le  
fro m  a distance.”

The le tte r concludes w ith  i t |  
second po in t, w h ich  i t  declares is 
no t “ debatable”  —  nam ely, th a t 
since the re  was no decision b y  'k 
C LC  conven tion  b a rr in g  un io n  
de legations to Cuba, the  C LC  o f f  
fice rs  have no r ig h t  to deny the 
decision o f the B.C. F edera tion . IJ 
advises the  B.C. un ions to  ignore  
the C LC  stand and send the Cubh 
delegation as voted.

A lso, in  the  f ir s t  p a rt o f Janua ry , 
the H a m ilto n , O n ta rio , L a b o r 
C ounc il adopted a m o tio n  u rg in g  
the CLC  its e lf  to  send a t least onfe 
delegate to Cuba “ in  o rd e r th a t 
w e  m ig h t ob ta in  im p a r t ia l rey 
po rts .”

The m o tion  was made b y  Sandy 
M urdoch  o f the U n ite d  R ubber 
W orkers, w ho  declared th a t label* 
cou ld  no t a ffo rd  to accept the  in f  
fo rm a tio n  abou t Cuba in  the  bigv 
business press because “ the  ta k q f 
over o f business has in fu r ia te d  
c a p ita lis t in te rests.”

A n o th e r re p o rt fro m  Canada 
says th a t several locals in  the  
V ancouver area are p la n n in g  ,.tp 
send delegations to Cuba th is  
spring.

Seeks China Trade
In  a m a jo r p o licy  address to  

P a rliam en t, P rim e  M in is te r Iked a  
declared Jan. 30 th a t “ Japan w e l­
comes any im p rovem e n t o f re la ­
tions, p a r tic u la r ly  expansion o f 
trade, w ith  m a in la nd  C h ina .”

As the  cen ter o f in d u s tr ia l 
pow er in  the Fast East, Japah 
fin d s  C h ina a n a tu ra l m arke t, b û t 
the  State D epa rtm ent has forced i t  
to  suspend th is  trade  since C h iang 
K a i-s h e k  was ove rth row n .

UAW Group Adopts Fighting Program
D E T R O IT , Jan. 29 —  Some 200 

w o rke rs  fro m  about 25 locals o f 
the U n ited  A u to m ob ile  W orkers  
un ion  m et here today  in  a sta te­
w ide  conference called b y  the  N a ­
t io n a l C om m ittee fo r  D em ocratic  
A c tion , an a n ti-R e u th e r g roup ing  
in  the auto un ion.

The purpose o f the conference 
was to fo rm u la te  basic demands 
fo r  the 1961 con trac t negotia tions 
and to adopt a le g is la tive  p rogram  
w h ich  the  U A W  should demand 
fro m  Congress.

T he con tra c tu ra l demands in ­
cluded a 30-hour week a t 40-hours 
pay; se tting  o f p roduc tion  s tand­
ards by  the  un ions; a 20 pe r cent 
ro llb a c k  in  p ro d u c tio n  standards; 
u n ifo rm  in d u s try -w id e  w a g e s  ; 
lo w e ring  the re tire m e n t age to  60, 
o r 25 years o f service; a m odel 
fa ir  em p loym ent practices clause 
in  every con tract; no con tract to 
be signed fo r longer than one year.

The le g is la tive  p rogram  included 
am ending the w age -hou r la w  to 
p ro v id e  a 30-hour w o rk  week at 
40-hours pay; increased unem p loy­
m ent com pensation fo r  the unem ­
ployed d u r in g  the en tire  period  o f 
la y o ff;  repeal o f a ll a n tila b o r laws, 
in c lu d in g  T a ft-H a r t le y  and L a n - 
d ru m -G r if f in ;  a federa l c iv i l- r ig h ts  
law .

In  M ich igan  11V2 pe r cent o f 
the w o rk  force is unem ployed; i.e.,

Boom in Australia 
Starts Slacking O ff

Econom ists have noted a “ bo t­
tom ing  ou t”  in  the economic boom 
in  A u s tra lia . The balance of pay­
m ents in  overseas trade has tu rned  
adverse and fo re ign  reserves have 
dropped $337,500,000 since last 
June.

U nem p loym ent is ris ing . In  De­
cem ber the  nu m be r o f jobless in ­
creased by  10,250 to 53,563.

P rem ie r H e n ry  E. B o lte  o f V ic ­
to r ia  insists, however, th a t there 
is no th in g  to  w o rry  about. “ There 
is l i t t le  or no fea r o f na tion a liza ­
tio n .”

He p ic tu re d  A u s tra lia  as an in ­
ves to r’s paradise.

320,000. O f these, 170,000 are in  
D e tro it. The N C F D A  program  
the re fo re  places the  task o f ge tting  
w o rke rs  back in to  the  shops as its  
num ber one po in t.

Besides those th ro w n  ou t o f jobs, 
i t  has in  m in d  young w orke rs  w ho 
w i l l  soon be en te rin g  the la bo r 
m arke t.

The N C F D A  plans a vigorous 
cam paign to  re c ru it  m ore members 
and to b u ild  branches. Its  m em ­
bers w i l l  ask locals to  pass reso lu­
tions c a llin g  fo r  30-40 as the  nu m ­
ber one dem and in  the 1961 con­
tracts. I t  w i l l  seek to  e lect local 
and shop com m ittees pledged to 
f ig h t  fo r  th e  N C F D A  program .

The cam paign w i l l  in c lud e  e f­
fo r ts  to get loca l un ions to  ca ll 
m eetings o f the  unem ployed and 
to e lect com m ittees rep resenting  
them.

A t the  end o f the conference an 
N C F D A  com m ittee  on u n em p loy ­
m ent was established. A r t  Fox, 
cha irm an o f the  com m ittee, said 
th a t they  in tend  to  ca rry  the  p ro ­
gram  to S o lid a r ity  House, to  the 
c ity  o ff ic ia ls  and to  the state Cap­
ito l a t Lansing.

Cross M ish e ff, leader o f the 
N C FD A , po in ted ou t th a t the p ro ­
g ram  had to be ca rried  ou t b y  the 
e ffo rts  o f the  ra n k  and f i le  since 
the “ labo r statesm en”  prom ise 
eve ry th ing , especia lly before an 
e lection, bu t d e liv e r no th ing.

He noted th a t R euthe r is now  
asking the A F L -C IO  to convene 
conferences to  deal w ith  the p ro b ­
lem  of unem ploym ent. B u t the 
U A W  pres ident is no t f ig h t in g  fo r  
30-40. In  the  past he has v io la te d  
conven tion  decisions w h ich  set 30- 
40 as the p rim e  goal and thus he 
a llow ed the m anufac tu re rs  to steal 
jobs fro m  the w orkers.

“ The un ion does no t be long to 
R euther and M eany. I t  is  you r 
un ion ,”  M is h e ff to ld  the  con fe r­
ence.

A n d y  K ranson, pres ident o f 
C h rys le r 7, addressed the session. 
“ We w a n t to get the  un ion  back 
to  w here  i t  belongs, back to the 
people in  the shops lik e  i t  was 
in  ’37.”

Eugene H o ffm an , cha irm an  o f

the N C FD A , said th a t in  the  past 
m any reso lu tions d ra w n  u p  b y  the  
ra n k  and f i le  never got to  see the  
lig h t o f day on the  conven tion  
floo r.

Leo S ha ffe r, cha irm an  o f W est1- 
side Region 1A, said th a t th is  yea r 
delegates to  the  A p r i l  U A W  coter 
ven tion  m ust be gotten  to  adopt 
the  N C F D A  p r in c ip a l dem and fo r  
30-40.

In  the  fu tu re , steps w i l l  be taken  
to  w in  m ore  dem ocracy in  the  
U A W  so th a t the  w i l l  o f  the  ran ks  
can f in d  expression.

800 to I
A  record  to ta l o f 800 men re f  

quested ap p lica tio n  fo rm s  fo r  it 
s o lita ry  open ing on the East Clevef- 
la nd  po lice  force. A  c ity  spokes­
m an fe lt  th is  ind ica ted  an unem ­
p loym en t prob lem .

NEW YORK

Inside 
Red China
A FILM LECTURE 

by Robert Cohen
A  h ig h ly  pra ised, f ir s t  hand ' 
f i lm  re p o rt on “ the great leap ' 

fo rw a rd !”

Monday, Feb. 13, 8 p.m.
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T h e  V an cou ve r Sun

‘Good s c r ip t . . .  b e tte r actors, perhaps . . .  b u t th e  C oronation  w as m iles ahead on sets and co stu m es...”

A Remedy for Recessions

Book Review

Vultures of the A M A

B y  Joyce C o w ley

I  have ju s t fin ished  read ing  an 
Econom ic L e tte r  fro m  D r. L a w ­
rence C. Locks ley o f the  School 
o f Business, U n iv e rs ity  o f Santa 
C la ra . T he head ing “ W ha t W e Can 
Guess A b o u t Business in  1961”  
looks rou tine , b u t i t  tu rne d  ou t to 
be re m a rk a b ly  in te res ting . T h is  is 
a fra n k  re p o rt d irec ted  to  exec­
u tives  —  I  bo rrow ed  i t  fro m  the 
boss’s m a il.

I t  s ta rts  ou t w ith  the doub le ta lk  
th a t has become ou r eve ryday la n ­
guage. A  depression, w h ich  fo r 
m an y  o f us has g r im  associations, 
seemed less th rea ten ing  w hen  i t  
was called a “ recession.”

Then a recession, too, sounded 
om inous and i t  was va rio u s ly  
trans fo rm e d  in to  a “ ro l l in g  re ­
ad jus tm en t,”  a “ d ip ,”  an “ in v e n to ry  
a d ju s tm e n t”  and a “ bo ttom ing  
ou t.”

D r. Locks ley re fers to  a “ d e fin ite  
so ften ing ”  o f business and d is ­
cusses the  possible d u ra tio n  of 
“ periods o f softness.”  ( I  a lw ays 
th o u g h t th a t business should be a 
l i t t le  so fte r b u t I  don’ t  th in k  the

“F a t and B lind” —  B las ting  the 
a n ti-C u ba  cam paign, Charles A . 
W ells, e d ito r o f a W ash ing ton 
new s le tte r, to ld  2,000 cheering pas­
to rs  a t a Colum bus, O hio, con­
ference Jan. 24 th a t “ A m erica  is 
the p ro du c t o f a re v o lu tio n  go t­
ten so fa t  and b lin d  th a t i t  can­
not see a k in d re d  s itu a tio n  r ig h t  
on  its  doorstep.”

The H arlem  S tory —  D r. Thom as 
H . W a lters , ch ie f o f den ta l serv­
ices a t N ew  Y o rk  C ity ’s Harlem . 
H osp ita l, charged Jan. 26 th a t tw o  
w om en pa tien ts had d ied  w ith in  
the  past 30 days fo r  la ck  o f p ro p ­
e r m ed ica l trea tm en t. In  a plea 
fo r  a d d itio n a l funds fo r  th e  hos­
p ita l,  he said cond itions the re  w ere  
“ chaotic”  and “ costing lives .”  He 
te rm ed  H a rle m  “ a neglected p o r­
t io n  o f o u r c ity .”

The W a r on Delinquency —
F o u r young  men, 17 and 18, were 
freed  o f “ m a lic ious m isch ie f”  
charges Jan. 25 a fte r  th e y  erased 
the  words, “ San ity? R ea lity?  
M o ra lity ? ”  w h ic h  they  had pa in ted 
on a m odel fa llo u t  she lter in  
C eda rhu rs t, N . Y .

Rights Victory —  Rev. A sh ton  
Jones, a w h ite  S ou thern  crusader

professor and I  have the same 
th in g  in  m in d .)

Some people th in k  th a t the w ay 
to solve th is  p rob lem  is to g ive 
consumers m ore m oney to  spend 
th rou gh  increased unem p loym ent 
insurance and p u b lic -w o rk s  p ro ­
gram s; b u t D r. Locks ley  know s 
be tte r. He does n o t consider con­
sum er spending necessarily  bene­
fic ia l, and he does no t be lieve th a t 
w as ting  governm ent funds on 
roads, schools and o th e r f r i l l s  is 
the w a y  ou t o f “ periods o f so ft­
ness.”  He po in ts  ou t th a t such 
measures do no t get to the basic 
prob lem .

W ha t we need, he says, is steady 
economic g ro w th  and th is  can on ly  
come fro m  greater cap ita l fo rm a ­
tio n  th rou gh  p r iv a te  investm ent. 
B u t p r iv a te  cap ita l fo rm a tio n  
grow s less a ttra c tiv e  each yea r 
because “ corpora te p ro fits  have 
been a decreasing p ro p o rtio n  o f ou r 
gross na tio n a l p ro du c t.”

In  o ther words, increasing p ro f­
its , no t wages o r spending, is the 
o n ly  road to econom ic recovery.

The professor attacks the  idea 
th a t la rge expend itu res fo r  schools 
and o ther educa tiona l fa c ilit ie s

against J im  C row , w ho was a r­
rested in  Shrevesport, La., fo r  eat­
in g  in  a Negro cafe teria , was ac­
q u itte d  Jan. 25 o f charges o f 
“ vag rancy”  and “ d is tu rb in g  the  
peace.”

The Georgia W ay —  Seven Ne­
groes w ere he ld  in  ja i l  in  Savan­
nah, Ga., Jan. 24 in  lie u  o f $1,000 
bond fo r  p la y in g  baske tba ll in  a 
“ w h ite -o n ly ”  m u n ic ip a l pa rk . They 
w ere  charged w ith  “ u n la w fu l as­
sem bly.”

Not Y et —  T hree crew  m em bers 
died w hen an A ir  Force je t  bom ber 
c a rry in g  tw o  n u c l e a r  b o m b s  
crashed in  Goldsboro, N.C., Jan. 
24. Severa l o f the  b o m b -ca rry in g  
planes have crashed recen tly . So 
fa r  none o f the bom bs have ex­
ploded.

Cradle of the Grave —  Eleven 
pacifis ts , now  on a transco n tin en ­
ta l peace w a lk , he ld  a 24-hour 
“ v ig i l  o f m o u rn in g ”  a t W h ite  
Sands M iss ile  Range in  New  
M ex ico  Jan. 30 in  m em ory o f the 
Japanese A -b o m b  v ic tim s . The 
range was the site  o f the  f irs t  
a tom ic bom b exp losion in  1945.

T h in k  You Have Problems? —
“ W h ile  m il i ta r i ly  strong, we m ust

o ffe r  a so lu tion . In  fac t, fo r  a m an 
w ho makes his l iv in g  at teaching, 
he is su rp ris in g ly  skep tica l about 
the  va lue  o f education.

R e vo lu tion a ry  S tudents
“ F o r m any years,”  he says, 

“ u n iv e rs ity  students in  o the r coun­
tries  have been p iv o ta l in  the fa l l  
o f governm ents . . . Such students 
w ere im p o rta n t to L e n in  in  h is push 
fo r  power. They w ere  im p o rta n t 
to Castro w hen he conquered 
Cuba. T hey w ere c r it ic a lly  im p o r­
ta n t in  T u rk e y  in  1961.”

A nd  th is  s tu ff is contagious. I t  
seems to be ca tch ing on in  the 
U.S.“ . . . hundreds o f students . . . 
p icketed the House C om m ittee on 
U n -A m e rica n  A c tiv it ie s , he ld  in  
San Francisco . . .  in  the  south 
d u rin g  the c u rre n t tro u b le  con­
cern ing  segregation, I  have come 
across news item s w h ic h  seemed to 
ind ica te  th a t u n iv e rs ity  students 
w ere  be ing used.”

I  have a lw ays advocated spend­
in g  m oney fo r  schools a lthough  I  
never be lieved th a t i t  was a re m ­
edy fo r  econom ic depression. B u t 
on the basis o f D r. Locks ley ’s re ­
po rt, I  fee l m ore op tim is tic .

the  Press
grow  stronger. W e m ust keep e x ­
ce llin g  in  space; m ust ou tm aneuver 
the  Com m unists a t num erous 
po in ts  fro m  Cuba to  Laos, m ust 
h a lt  the  rise  o f unem ploym ent, 
check the d o lla r  o u tflo w , grapp le  
w ith  ou r c iv i l  r ig h ts  stresses and 
m eet the crises o f ra p id  u rb an iza ­
t io n  —  to  m en tion  a fe w .” — F rom  
a Jan. 13 Dallas T im es H e ra ld  e d i­
to r ia l.

F ly in g  S traphangers— A  spokes­
m an fo r  B r it is h  a irc ra ft  operators 
po in ts  ou t th a t revenues cou ld be 
increased by se llin g  “ stand ing 
room ”  on sho rt f lig h ts . W hy  no t 
do i t  r ig h t?  On c lear days, th a t 
wasted w in g  space could be used 
too.

Esthete —  N ew  Y o rk  S tate P a rk  
Com m issioner R obert Moses con­
cedes th a t some o f th e  new  hous­
ing  in  N ew  Y o rk  c ity  m ay be 
“ ug ly , reg im ented, in s titu tio n a l, 
id en tica l, conform ed, faceless.”  
B u t, he suggests, such housing 
cou ld  be surrounded w ith  parks.

New Y o rk  Child Care —  N ew
Y o rk  C ity  H e a lth  Com m issioner 
Leona B au m ga rtn e r reports  th a t in  
1960 there  w e re  356,997 d e n ta lly  
neglected c h ild re n  in  the  c ity  —  35 
pe r cent o f the  school popu la tion .

I t ’s C h eaper  to  D ie , b y  W illia m  
M ich e lfe lde r. George B ra z ille r, 
Inc . N ew  Y o rk , N . Y . 1960. 192 
pp. $3.50.

T h is  is an exce lle n t resum b of 
the  ro le  o f the  A m erican  M ed ica l 
Association in  increas ing the  na ­
tion 's  docto r b i l l  to  a fan ta s tic  $16 
b il l io n  a yea r w h ile  a t the  same 
tim e  m a in ta in in g  a cris is  in  the  
hospita ls, a g ro w in g  shortage of 
physicians, d e te r io ra tin g  m ed ica l 
service and u t te r ly  inadequate 
he a lth  insurance.

The au thor, a w e ll-k n o w n  news­
paperm an, has spent the  la s t ten 
years in ve s tig a tin g  and w r it in g  
about m ed ica l costs. F o r h is w o rk  
in  th is  f ie ld  he was g iven  an A F L -  
C IO  A w a rd  fo r  P ub lic  Service.

Tw o Forces
A m erican  m ed ic ine  is dom inated 

by  tw o  forces. O ne is a h a n d fu l 
o f g ian t d ru g  corpora tions w h ich  
v ie w  hum an s u ffe r in g  as a lu c ra ­
t iv e  f ie ld  fo r  p ro fits . In  a recent 
Senate inves tiga tion , fo r  exam ple, 
m a rk  ups on drugs w ere  found  to  
range as h igh  as 7,000 pe r cent.

The o the r fo rce  is the  p r iv a te  
buccaneer w ho approaches illness 
the w ay m any unde rtake rs  ap­
proach death —  how  m uch can the 
fa m ily  be clipped?

Some o f these doctors are sk illed  
enough b u t they  are l i t t le  con­
cerned about u t i l iz in g  th e ir  k n o w ­
how  in  the  service o f h u m a n ity . 
They are s tr ic t ly  in  business lik e  
the  corner grocer o r the  com e r 
bu tche r and th e ir  f i r s t  concern is 
the  $50,000 to  $100,000 a yea r 
w h ic h  is w ith in  the  range o f m ost 
A m erican  p ra c tition e rs .

The fie ld  o f p u b lic  hea lth  is  thus 
occupied b y  a m ost rea c tion a ry  
com b in a tion  o f an tiqua ted  sm all 
en terprise , cen turies beh ind  in  its

The Rail Tug Strike
M inneapo lis , M in n .

I  read w ith  app rec ia tion  you r 
Jan. 23 a rtic le  on the tugboat 
s tr ik e  and the  re s u lt in g  ra i l  t ie -  
up.

W h ile  stuck in  New  Y o rk  b y  
the  w eather, I  ta lke d  w ith  a cou­
p le  o f the  p ickets. One was an 
o ld - t im e r fro m  the  M aster, Mates 
and P ilo ts . H e gave m e a re a l pep 
ta lk  on the  necessity fo r  s o lid a rity  
— the ra ilro a d  companies are no t 
o n ly  t r y in g  to  th ro w  a lo t o f o ld 
tugboa t w o rke rs  ou t o f jobs, bu t 
also firem en , some o f the  b ra ke - 
men, etc.

The deal w o rked  ou t on the  
Canadian P a c ific  fo r  the  g radua l 
e lim in a tio n  o f the  fire m e n  m ay 
serve as som eth ing o f a p a tte rn  
here. I t  le f t  the  c a rr ie r  free  to 
e lim in a te  the  firem e n  on sw itch  
engines and fre ig h t engines as fas t 
as n a tu ra l a t t r it io n  to o k  ho ld .

The c u t in  ra i l  jobs fro m  2,000,- 
000 to  800,000 seems to  have 
w hetted  the  th irs t  o f the  A m e rica n  
Association o f R a ilroads. T he m e­
chan ica l forces on th e  ra ilroads  
have su ffe red  the  deepest cuts up 
to no w  —  and the  increased n u m ­
ber o f w recks tend to  ind ica te  tha t 
i t ’s penny-w ise  economy. N ow  the 
ra ilro a d s  are ou t to  chop away 
th e  opera ting  m en as w e ll.

C.S.

Mozart Obscene?
N ew  Y o rk , N . Y .

T he Suprem e C o u rt on Jan. 23 
uphe ld  as co n s titu tio n a l a Chicago 
board  o f censor’s ban on the show ­
in g  o f a f i lm  b ille d  as D on Juan. 
The f i lm  in  question tu rn e d  ou t 
to  be a m ovie  o f a perfo rm ance o f

economic and social ou tlook, and 
b ig  corpora tions whose basic p o lit ­
ic a l tendency is  in  the  fascist 
d irec tio n .

The com m on ground  w here  
these tw o  forces m eet is p r o f i t ­
m aking . The o rgan iza tion  th a t 
looks ou t fo r  th e ir  com m on eco­
nom ic and p o lit ic a l in te rests is  the 
rea c tion a ry  A M A .

Sinister F igure
S m all w onder then th a t the 

A m erican  people fee l m ore and 
m ore th a t the good fa m ily  docto r 
w hom  they once revered as a 
hea le r has become a ra th e r  s in is te r 
figu re , fro m  w hom  l i t t le  con­
s idera tion  can be expected unless 
you  have a com p le te ly  he a lth y  
pocketbook.

Some exam ples: Odds a re  2 to 1 
th a t a p a tie n t w i l l  no t be operated 
on i f  he has no su rg ica l insurance. 
Specia lists are o ften  ca lled  in  
s im p ly  to s p lit  fees. A  pa tien t, 
ty p ic a lly , was charged $27.50 fo r  
use o f a w hee lcha ir. B lood  tra n s ­
fusions go a t $30 to  $40 a p in t. 
M a lp rac tice  is  ris ing . One g roup  o f ’ 
hospita ls  in  C a lifo rn ia  repo rted  
18 opera tion  sponges le f t  ins ide 
pa tien ts  in  a s ing le  year.
. M ich e lfe ld e r exp la ins  the  in ­
adequacies o f such insurance plans 
as B lu e  S h ie ld  and B lu e  Cross. He 
favo rs  the  H e a lth  Insurance P la n  
(H IP )  and G roup  H e a lth  In s u r ­
ance (G H I) .  He also favo rs  the  
tre n d  among un ions to  set up  m ed­
ica l fa c ilit ie s .

B u t he seems so fr ig h te n e d  o f 
the  labe l “ socialized m ed ic ine ”  
th a t he avoids d iscussing a com ­
prehensive  gove rnm en t-financed  
hea lth  p la n  and does no t even con­
sider w h a t has been done in  o the r 
countries along these lines.

—  Paul Abbott

Our Readers
M o za rt’s opera D on G iova nn i 
( I ta lia n  fo r  Don Juan .)

T h is  e igh te e n th -ce n tu ry  w o rk - is  
p a rt o f the s tandard re p e rto ry  o f 
eve ry  f irs t - ra te  opera com pany, 
in c lu d in g  the  M e tro p o lita n  O pera 
o f N ew  Y o rk . La s t yea r the  M e t 
staged 11 specia l perfo rm ances o f 
D on G iova nn i fo r  h ig h  school s tu ­
dents. Severa l lead ing  m us ico l­
ogists consider D on G iova nn i the 
greatest opera eve r composed.

Carl Goodman

Forand Bill
D enver, Colo.

I  have trave led  m iles  w o rk in g  
fo r  the Forand  b i l l  because I  
th in k  i t  is an im m ed ia te  need. B u t 
in  the long  ru n  the  b i l l  s im p ly  
adds up  to  d iv id in g  the  m oney, 
since the poor keep the poo r on 
Socia l S ecurity .

The M ilita n t  is the o n ly  paper 
o f any in te res t to  men. I  w onder 
i f  any of y o u r readers rem em ber 
the A m e rica n  G ua rd ia n  p u t ou t 
by  Oscar A m e rin g e r in  the ea rly  
th irtie s?  Oscar used to  say, w o rk  
fo r  those w h o  can w o rk , he lp  fo r  
those w ho can’t, and H e ll fo r  those 
w ho w o n ’t.

E ve re tt Dobson

Stop Interfering
Jacksonv ille , M o.

The w a y  to avo id  w a r  is to  re ­
m a in  peacefu l and stay ou t o f the  
in te rn a l a ffa irs  and c iv i l  w a rs  o f 
o th e r countries. L e t us stop in te r ­
fe r in g  in  the  a ffa irs  o f Cuba, 
C h ina and Laos and propose in  
the  U N  and elsewhere th a t we 
re tu rn  to the d isa rm am ent ta lks  
w ith  a sincere and genu ine desire 
to seek peace and coexistence 
w ith  a l l o ther nations.

John L . W id n e r

Thought for the Week
“ The m an w ho led the a tom ic bom b ra ids  on Japan has been de­

c la red  insane . . . .  I t  is in te res tin g  to no te th a t the psych ia tris ts  labe l 
E a th e rly ’s p e rtu rb a tio n  ‘a nagg ing g u ilt  com plex.’ They avo id  the w o rd  
conscience. Today i t  is un fash ionab le , and in  th is  case s lig h tly  treason­
ous, to have a conscience. To brood about the consequences o f ou r acts 
is no t a sign o f se n s it iv ity  to  r ig h t and  w ro ng  but a sym ptom  of m en ta l 
illness.”  —  V ancouver Press co lum n is t E r ic  N ico l.
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