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T h e  K e n n e d y  a d m in is t ra t io n  
has la u n c h e d  an  u n d e c la re d  w a r  
on  C uba . T h is  is th e  b r u ta l fa c t  
n o w  fa c in g  th e  A m e r ic a n  peop le .

N o  less an a u th o r i ty  th a n  th e  
N e w  Y o r k  T im e s  f e l t  fo rc e d  to  
a d m it  in  a n  e d ito r ia l  A p r i l  18, 
th e  d a y  a f te r  th e  in v a s io n : “ I t  
is  a lso  no secre t th a t  th e  U n ite d  
S ta te s  G o v e rn m e n t has been 
h e lp in g  th e  C u b a n  e x ile s  o v e r  a 
p e r io d  o f m a n y  m o n th s  w i th  
a rm s , t r a in in g  an d  fa c i l i t ie s  on  
A m e r ic a n  s o il and  in  G u a te ­
m a la . T h is  has been too w e ll 
p u b lic iz e d  to  be ig n o re d  to d a y . ’ ’

K h ru s h c h e v  has a p pe a le d  p e r ­
s o n a lly  to  K e n n e d y  “ to  p u t  an 
en d  to  th e  a g g re ss io n .”  T h e  So­
v ie t  p re m ie r  w a rn e d  th a t  “ a n y  
s o -c a lle d  ‘s m a ll w a r ’ can  p ro ­
v o k e  a c h a in  re a c tio n  in  a l l  p a rts  
o f th e  w o r ld . ”  H e  re a f f irm e d  a 
p le d g e  to  h e lp  C u ba  “ in  b e a tin g  
b a ck  th e  a rm e d  a tta c k .”  O nce 
a g a in  h e  stressed th e  in te re s t  o f 
h is  g o v e rn m e n t “ in  a re la x a t io n  
o f in te rn a t io n a l te n s io n .”  “ B u t , ”  
he  added, “ i f  o th e rs  a g g ra v a te  
i t  w e  s h a ll re p ly  in  f u l l  m e a ­
s u re .”

T h is  re s tra in e d  in d ic a t io n  o f 
th e  p o ss ib le  consequences m u s t 
be  ta k e n  w i th  u tm o s t s e rio u s ­
ness. I f  th e  K e n n e d y  a d m in is ­
t r a t io n  p e rs is ts  in  its  a rm e d  
aggress ion , i t  can  set in  m o tio n  
fo rc e s  th a t  w i l l  in e v ita b ly  
p lu n g e  h u m a n ity  in to  n u c le a r  
w a r.

L e t  th e re  be no m is ta k e  a b o u t 
th e  g u i l t .  T h e  C e n tra l I n t e l ­
lig e n c e  A g e n c y , f i r s t  u n d e r 
E is e n h o w e r an d  th e n  u n d e r 
K e n n e d y , f in a n c e d  an d  t ra in e d  
th o u s a n d s  o f  c o u n te r re v o lu t io n ­
a ry  m e rc e n a rie s . T h e y  w e re  
a rm e d  w i th  U .S . n a v a l, a ir  an d  
a rm y  w eapons, in c lu d in g  B -2 6  
b o m b e rs  a n d  tro o p  tra n s p o rts . 
T h e ir  in v a s io n  o f C u ba  w as

m a s te r -m in d e d  b y  A m e r ic a n  
m i l i t a r y  e x p e rts  in  f la g ra n t  v io ­
la t io n  o f th e  U .S . la w s , in c lu d ­
in g  th e  N e u t r a l i t y  A c t ,  an d  
no n a g g re ss io n  tre a tie s .

T h e  c r im e  a g a in s t C u b a  is 
a lso  a  c r im e  a g a in s t th e  A m e r i­
can  pe op le . A l l  K e n n e d y ’s t a lk  
a b o u t a “ Peace C o rp s ”  a n d  an  
“ A ll ia n c e  f o r  P ro g re s s ”  in  L a t in  
A m e r ic a  p ro v e d  to  be  ly in g  
p ro p a g a n d a . I t  a im e d  a t c o v e r­
in g  u p  th e  re a l p la n  o f  a c tio n  —  
a n e w  o rd e a l o f te r r o r  and 
b u tc h e ry  fo r  th e  C u ba n  peop le .

K e n n e d y ’s c a m p a ig n  p ro m ise s  
a b o u t a “ N e w  F r o n t ie r ”  and 
w o r ld  peace w e re  d ire c te d  p r i ­
m a r i ly  to  th e  y o u th  o f A m e r ic a . 
B u t  K e n n e d y  is n o t te a c h in g  th e  
w a y s  o f peace. T h e  p la n t in g  o f 
ph o sp h o ro u s  in  th e  a ir - c o n d i­
t io n in g  sys tem  o f H a v a n a ’s b ig ­
gest d e p a r tm e n t s to re  is h a ile d  
as a h e ro ic  act. C o rp s  o f  b o m b ­
ers a re  p ra is e d  as ch a m p io n s  o f 
fre e d o m  an d  de m o c ra cy . B y  th is  
g lo r if ic a t io n  o f  sabotage an d  in ­
d is c r im in a te  te r ro r ,  K e n n e d y  is 
fo s te r in g  in  A m e r ic a ’s y o u th  
th e  ty p e  o f m e n ta li ty  n o w  on 
d is p la y  in  th e  E ic h m a n n  t r ia l .  
Is  th is  th e  “ N e w  F r o n t ie r ” ?

L ik e  E is e n h o w e r, K e n n e d y  is 
a c tin g  fo r  th e  econom ic  and  f i ­
n a n c ia l in te re s ts  th a t  s ta n d  b e ­
h in d  th e  D e m o c ra tic  an d  R e ­
p u b lic a n  p a rtie s . These de a le rs  
in  s tocks and bonds b le d  C uba 
fo r  s ix  decades, c o n d e m n in g  the  
p o p u la t io n  to  p o v e r ty ,  u n e m ­
p lo y m e n t,  i l l i t e r a c y  and  en de m ic  
disease. T h e y  w a n t b a c k  th e ir  
lu c ra t iv e  h o ld in g s  —  no ifs , ands 
o r  b u ts . B esides th a t,  th e y  fe a r  
th e  C u ba n  e x a m p le  w i l l  in s p ire  
s im i la r  re v o lu tio n s  th ro u g h o u t 
L a t in  A m e r ic a . T h e ir  re c ip e  is 
“ C ru s h  i t  in  th e  b u d .”

T h e  c o u n te r re v o lu t io n a ry  g e n ­
e ra ls  o f th e  in v a s io n  a rm y  lie

w h e n  th e y  say th e y  a re  f ig h t in g  
fo r  “ d e m o c ra c y ”  an d  th e  “ l i b ­
e ra t io n ”  o f  C uba. T h e ir  so le  a im  
is to  m a k e  th e  is la n d  safe once 
a g a in  fo r  th e  d o lla rs  o f A m e r i­
can in v e s to rs .

T h is  is  p ro v e d  b y  th e  k e y  
p la n k  in  th e ir  c a ll f o r  w a r  
a g a in s t th e  C a s tro  re g im e  issued 
A p r i l  8 in  M a n h a tta n  b y  M iro  
C a rd o n a , head  o f  th e  “ C u b a n  
R e v o lu t io n a ry  C o u n c il”  set u p  
fo r  re c o g n it io n  b y  th e  U .S . as 
th e  “ g o v e rn m e n t”  o f C u ba : “ W e  
e m p h a tic a lly  assure those w h o  
h a ve  been u n ju s t ly  dispossessed 
th a t  a l l  o f  th e ir  assets w i l l  be  
re tu rn e d  . . . W e  s h a ll encou rage  
in v e s tm e n t in  p r iv a te  p ro p e r ty ,  
b o th  n a t io n a l a n d  fo re ig n , an d  
w e  s h a ll g iv e  c o m p le te  g u a r ­
antees to  p r iv a te  e n te rp r is e  and  
to  p r iv a te  p ro p e r ty . ”

T h e  C u b a n  re v o lu t io n is ts  h a ve  
fo llo w e d  an o p p o s ite  course. In  
p la ce  o f c a p ita l is t  p ro d u c tio n  
fo r  p r o f i t  a t th e  expense  o f h u ­
m a n  r ig h ts ,  th e y  a re  b u ild in g  a 
p la n n e d  econom y.

In  C uba th e  lo n g -s ta n d in g  
a rm y  o f  u n e m p lo y e d  has been 
g re a t ly  re d u c e d  and  its  l iq u id a ­
t io n  is  fe a s ib le  in  a y e a r  o r  tw o . 
J im  C ro w  w as w ip e d  o u t a lo n g  
w i th  c a p ita lis m , its  m a in  s u p ­
p o r t in g  in s t i tu t io n .  A t t r a c t iv e ,  
lo w -c o s t  hom es a re  b e in g  b u i l t  
b y  th e  th o u sa n d s  th ro u g h o u t 
th e  is la n d  in  a g re a t n a t io n a l 
e f fo r t  to  p ro v id e  h o u s in g  fo r  
e v e ryo n e . R e n ts  w e re  s lashed  in  
h a lf  and  n o w  e v e ry  te n a n t can 
becom e a h o m e -o w n e r, s ince  
re n t  is accep ted  b y  th e  g o v e rn ­
m e n t as in s ta l lm e n t  p a y m e n ts  
on a house  o r  a p a r tm e n t.

L a n d le s s  peasan ts  h a v e  r e ­
ce ived  th e ir  o w n  fa rm s  o r  else 
p a r t ic ip a te  in  c o -o p e ra tiv e s  th a t  
h a ve  a lre a d y  m ade  p o ss ib le  an 
im p re s s iv e  r is e  in  .n a tio n a l p r o ­

d u c t iv i t y .  I l l i te r a c y ,  w h ic h  a f ­
fe c te d  a th i r d  o f th e  p o p u la t io n  
in  1959, is n o w  close to  e l im in a ­
t io n , a tw o - y e a r  a c h ie v e m e n t no 
o th e r  c o u n try  can m a tc h .

These  a re  som e o f th e  ga ins  
in  C u b a  w h ic h  W a ll  S tre e t r e ­
g a rd s  as a m o r ta l th re a t .  T h e  
m o n e y -c h a n g e rs  a re  r ig h t .  W h y  
sh o u ld  a n y  p e o p le  e n d u re  th e  
d o m in a t io n  o f b ig  m o n o p o lie s  
w h e n  b y  k ic k in g  th e m  o u t th e y  
c an  w in  such e n o rm o u s  im ­
p ro v e m e n ts ?

W a ll S tre e t ’s schem e is to  c o r ­
re c t th in g s  b y  o v e r th ro w in g  th e  
g o v e rn m e n t o f C u b a  th e  w a y  th e  
C e n tra l In te l l ig e n c e  A g e n c y  
o v e r th re w  th e  la w f u l ly  e lec ted  
g o v e rn m e n t o f  G u a te m a la  in  
1954.

W h a t is  th is  m y s te r io u s  C IA ?  
W h a t does i t  do  w i th  its  e n o r­
m ous fu n d s?  T o  w h o m  is i t  
a cco un ta b le?

A l l  th a t  th e  A m e r ic a n  pe op le  
have  been  p e rm it te d  to  k n o w  is 
th a t  th e  head o f th is  spy agency 
is  A l le n  D u lle s  and  th a t  i t  c a r ­
r ie s  on “ c lo a k  an d  d a g g e r”  o p ­
e ra tio n s . S p y in g , i t  tu rn s  o u t, 
reaches th e  le v e l o f u n d e c la re d  
w a rs .

O ne  cou rageous jo u rn a lis t ,  
I .  F . S tone, has asked  w h y  A l le n  
D u lle s  is n o t in d ic te d . A  c o n ­
g ressm an  a l iv e  to  h is  re s p o n ­
s ib i l i t ie s  to  th e  A m e r ic a n  pe op le  
w o u ld  go fu r th e r  and de m an d  
im p e a c h m e n t o f K e n n e d y .

M a n y  vo ices  h a ve  dem an ded  
in v e s t ig a t io n  o f th e  C IA  —  in ­
v e s t ig a t io n  o f its  U -2  spy  o p e ra ­
t io n s , its  s in is te r  e f fo r ts  to  ge t 
us in to  w a r  in  Laos, its  r e c r u i t ­
m e n t c f  C u b a n  m e rce n a rie s , its  
t r a in in g  o f  sab o te u rs  a n d  t e r ­
ro r is ts ,  its  c o n s tru c t io n  o f m i l i ­
ta r y  t r a in in g  cam ps an d  secre t 
a i r  bases in  o th e r  c o u n tr ie s , its  
accesg to  th e  a rse na ls  o f  th e

n a v y , th e  a rm y  an d  th e  a i r  fo rc e  
to  o u t f i t  an  e n t ire  e x p e d it io n a ry  
fo rc e  and  keep  i t  s u p p lie d  in  a 
w a r.

T h e  A m e r ic a n  pe o p le  a re  e n ­
t i t le d  to  k n o w  e x a c t ly  h o w  th is  
ag en cy  assem bles fo re ig n  tro o p s  
on  A m e r ic a n  s o il, h o w  i t  t ra n s ­
fe rs  these  m e rc e n a rie s  to  o th e r  
c o u n tr ie s , h o w  i t  la n d s  th e m  on  
th e  beaches o f  C u b a  a n d  s u p ­
p lie s  th e m  w i th  th e  m a té r ie l o f 
w a r ;  a n d  w ho. pays  f o r  a l l  th is .

T h e  c r im e s  c o m m itte d  by . 
A m e r ic a n  b ig  business a g a in s t 
C u ba  s ince  1898 m a k e  a som b er 
l is t .  In s te a d  o f c a p p in g  these 
c r im e s  w i th  th e  h o r ro rs  o f  in ­
v a s io n  a n d  w a r , w e  s h o u ld  in  
s im p le  ju s t ic e  o f fe r  th e  C u b a n  
p e o p le  a l l  th e  h e lp  in  o u r  p o \y e r.

L e t ’s re su m e  n o rm a l d ip lo ­
m a t ic  a n d  tra d e  re la t io n s . L e t ’s 
send d e le g a tio n s  to  s tu d y  th e  
successes o f  th e  C ubans a n d  see 
w h a t w e  can le a rn  f r o m  th e m . 
In s te a d  o f a p o lic y  o f h a tre d  
to w a rd  C uba , le t ’s in i t ia te  a 
p o lic y  o f fr ie n d s h ip .

W e f i r m ly  b e lie v e  in  th e  r i ^ h t  
o f e v e ry  p e o p le  to  choose w h a t ­
e v e r k in d  o f  g o v e rn m e n t th e y  
w a n t,  f re e  f ro m  a n y  fo re ig n  
p re ssu re . W e  b e lie v e  th a t  th e  
C u bans a re  e n t it le d  to  e xe rc ise  
th is  bas ic  d e m o c ra tic  r ig h t .  W e  
c a ll f o r  s o l id a r ity  w i th  th e m  in  
d e fe n d in g  it .

W e  hope  th a t  e v e ry  A m e r ic a n  
w h o  b e lie ves  in  th e  e q u a lity  o f 
n a tio n s  w i l l  jo in  in  p ic k e t in g  
an d  d e m o n s tra t in g  fo r  th is  r ig h t  
o r  w i l l  in d ic a te  to  C ongress an d  
th e  W h ite  H ouse  b y  o th e r  m eans 
h o w  he  fee ls .

E n d  th e  agg ress ion  a g a in s t 
C u b a  a t once! E n d  th e  eco no m ic  
b lo c k a d e ! E n d  th e  p o lic y  o f  t r y ­
in g  to  is o la te  a n d  c ru s h  th e  
C u b a n  R e v o lu t io n ! H a n d s  o f f  
C uba!

Why Labor, Negroes Should Aid Cuba
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Stop the Crime 
A ga inst C uba!
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B y  G eo rg e  L a v a n

A P R IL  19 —  T he people o f 
Cuba, led, b y  th e  re v o lu tio n a ry  
gb ve rnm en t o f F id e l Castro, are 
s tau nch ly  de fend ing  th e ir  cou n try  
an d  re p e llin g  U .S .-backed coun te r­
re vo lu tio n a rie s  and m ercenaries 
ly h è  bfeëan in v a d in g  be fore  daw n 
M onday, A p r i l  17.

The- in vas io n  forces re p o rte d ly  
s tru c k  th ree  areas: M atanzas, Las 
V illa s  and O rien te  provinces. The 
f i r s t  tw o  nam ed land ings, a lm ost 
d ire c t ly  opposite each o th e r on the 
n o r th  »and south coasts o f the  is ­
la nd , appear to  be the  m a in  
th rus ts . T h e ir  a im  cou ld  be to  cu t 
th e  is land  in  h a lf  o r  to  take  
H avana w h ic h  lies some hund red  
m iles  .to -the west.
> U p  to  n o w  in d ica tion s  a re  th a t 

th e  invaders  have n o t penetra ted 
beyond the  beaches; and the  tone 
o f th e ir  com m uniqués, as w e ll as 
th e  rep o rts  in  the  un an im ous ly  
a n ti-C a s tro  U.S. d a ily  press, w o u ld  
itt^e á te , [ th a t ,  unless U.S. arm ed 
forcés in te rven e  d ire c t ly  to  save 
them , the , invaders  m ay face de­
fea t.

L a w  U n to  I ts e lf

I t  is  an open secret th a t U.S. 
g o vèm m e n ta l agencies, p a r tic u ­
la r ly  the  C IA , organized, financed, 
arm éd, tra in e d  and launched the  
co u n te rre v o lu tio n a ry  a rm y  against 
.Cuba. M an y  have assumed th a t 
advisers and experts  fro m  these 
agencies, accom panying the  in ­
vaders, w o u ld  respect th e  le g a li­
tie s  b y  re m a in in g  in  boats ju s t 
ou ts ide  the  th re e -m ile  l im it .  B u t 
i t  is  dubious th a t the  C IA , w h ich  
is  a la w  un to  its é lf, is  bo the ring  
to  respect even such n iceties on 
b e h a lf o f U.S. “ n e u tra lity .”

T he  shooting  dow n today  o f a 
U .S. p ilo t,  one Leo  F. B e rry  o f 
Boston, in  the  course o f a bom b­
in g  ra id  ove r Cuba, raises the  
question o f A m e rica n  p a rtic ip a t­
in g  in  the  a ttack  on Cuba. Was 
B e r ry  ' m e re ly  one o f the  m any

m ercenaries know n- to  be in  the  
c o u n te rre vo lu tio n a ry  a rm y  o r  was 
he, lik e  F ranc is  G. Pow ers o f the  
U -2  m iss ion ove r the  USSR, tech­
n ic a lly  a “ c iv ilia n ,”  b u t in  fa c t an 
em ploye o f the  C IA ?

No Defections
T he biggest shock to  those w ho  

have been b ra in -w ashed  b y  U.S. 
newspapers’ incessant stories about 
Castro ’s “ ty ra n n y ”  and the  Cuban 
people ’s lo ng ing  fo r  “ lib e ra tio n ,”  
is  th a t the  cou n te rre vo lu tion a rie s ’ 
calls fo r  an u p ris in g  to  a id  th e  in ­
vasion have b ro u g h t no  response. 
O n the  con tra ry , the  p re d ic tions  
o f those w h o  have been to  Cuba 
and unders tand its  v a s tly  p o p u la r 
socia l re vo lu tio n , are be ing  com ­
p le te ly  borne out. T he  w o rk in g  
people and peasants o f Cuba re ­
m a in  s o lid ly  beh ind  th e ir  gove rn ­
m ent.

A  defeat o f the  invas ion  w o u ld  
serious ly  w eaken W ash ing ton ’s 
m il i ta r y  and d ip lo m a tic  prestige 
th ro u g h o u t the  w o rld , p a r t ic u la r ly  
in  L a t in  A m erica  w h e re  social 
re v o lu tio n  bubb les ju s t beneath 
the  surface. I t  w o u ld  also do g reat 
damage to  K ennedy ’s p o lit ic a l 
p o s ition  dom estica lly . T he  dissat­
is fac tio n  o f b ig  business w ith  h is 
a b il i ty  to  p ro tec t and advance its  
w o r ld  in te rests w o u ld  be re flec ted  
no t o n ly  in  pa rtisan  a ttacks fro m  
the  R epublicans b u t in  disputes 
w ith in  the  D em ocra tic  p a rty .

Such considerations, added to  
the  ever ch ron ic  pressure o f Pen­
tagon cold w a rr io rs  fo r  us ing 
fo rce  a t r is k  o f a w o r ld  showdown, 
are un do ub te d ly  e x e rtin g  p o w e rfu l 
pressure in  W ash ing ton fo r  a 
“ rescue opera tion ”  b y  U.S. arm ed 
forces fo r  the  C uban coun te r­
revo lu tiona ries .

Thus, reg a rd in g  U.S. reac tion  to 
K h ru shch ev ’s no te o f w a rn in g  
abou t Cuba, James Reston o f the 
N ew  Y o rk  T im es, ( A p r i l  19), 
w rite s : “ A cco rd in g ly , nobody here 
[W a sh ing ton ] is in  a v e ry  hero ic  
m ood about p la n n in g  a m il i ta r y  
in te rv e n tio n  in  th a t cou n try

' .A P R IL  19 —  Mass dem onstra­
tions  sup po rting  the  Cuban re v o lu ­
t io n  -against U n ite d  States gov- 
e m m e h t aggression took place 
th ro u g h o u t the  w o r ld  th is  week, 
especia lly  in  L a t in  A m erica .

In  M exico  C ity , a crow d e s ti­
m ated b y  U n ite d  Press In te rn a ­
t io n a l a t 25,000 persons massed 
i n ’ 'C ons titu tion  Square. F o rm e r 
M ex ican  P res iden t Lázaro  C ár­
denas spoke fro ih  atop a pa rked  
car, In  the p ro v in c ia l to w n  o f 
M o re lia , M exico , the  d ire c to r o f 
th e  U.S. C u ltu ra l In s t itu te  the re  
s®id;;4é had to f le e  fo r  h is  l i fe  
tv  hen an an g ry  c row d w recked 
th é  b u ild in g . T w o  thousand s tu­
dents at the  U n iv e rs ity  o f M ex ico  
pro tested the  invas ion  o f Cuba, 
and in  Puebla, 600 students bu rned 
th e  A m erican  flag .

10,000 in  Caracas
R i Caracas, Venezuela, po lice  

used’ tea r gas and r if le s  against 
several p ro -C as tro  ra llie s . The 
m a in  one had 10,000 students in  
th e  cen ter o f the  c ity . One person 
was k il le d , abou t 30 in ju re d  and 
30 arrested b y  po lice  actions 
against dem onstra tions in  Caracas 
and the  “ o il ca p ita l”  o f M aracaibo.

In  G uatem ala, 2,000 students 
pro tested the  use o f G uatem alan 
bases fo r  cou n te rre vo lu tion a rie s  
and shouted “ K i l l  the  cursed K e n ­
nedy.”  The o ffices o f U.S. com ­
panies w ere  stoned.

The 'm a in  streets o f Bogota, 
C o lum b ia , w e re  closed o f f  b y  ru n ­
n in g  fig h ts  betw een dem onstra to rs 
and  po lice  w h o  tr ie d  to  b re a k  up 
ppo-C astro m eetings.

The  la b o r un ions in  C h ile  ca lled

a 24 -hou r genera l s tr ik e  fo r  A p r i l  
19. In  Concepcion, the  U.S. con­
sulate was stoned.

In  Buenos A ires , r io t  po licem en 
used tea r gas and clubs to  b reak 
up p ro -C astro  dem onstrations, and 
in  Sao Paulo, students staged a 
ra l ly  described by  the  N ew  Y o rk  
News  correspondent as “ huge.”

Three thousand persons in  La  
Paz, B o liv ia , m arched on the U.S. 
Embassy shou ting  “ K ennedy is a 
c r im in a l!”

In  Moscow, the U P I says 50,000 
persons besieged the U.S. Embassy 
fo r  s ix  hours A p r i l  18. T hey  th re w  
rocks, eggs and bo ttles  o f in k  and 
tram p led  several po lice in  push ing 
to w a rd  the  b u ild in g . They were 
m o s tly  Russians o f school age, b u t 
the re  w ere  also la rge  num bers o f 
A fr ic a n  and A s ian  students in  the  
crow d.

T okyo  S tudents

Japanese college students staged 
a s to rm y dem onstra tion  be fore the  
U.S. Embassy in  T okyo  and an­
nounced plans fo r  m ore ra llie s  
la te r. In  Po land 500 students fro m  
W arsaw  U n iv e rs ity  pro tested in  
f ro n t  o f the  U.S. Embassy. T hou ­
sands o f persons shouted p ro -C as­
tro  slogans in  f ro n t  o f the  U . S. 
Le ga tion  in  Sofia , B u lg a ria .

A t  the  U n ite d  N ations in  N ew  
Y o rk  thousands o f persons p a r tic ­
ipa ted  in  p ic k e t lines ca lled b y  
the  F a ir  P la y  fo r  Cuba C o m m it­
tee and the 26 o f J u ly  m ovem ent. 
On A p r i l  17, the  day the  invas ion  
began, abou t 1,500 pro testers 
m arched fro m  the  U n ite d  N ations 
to  N e w  Y o rk  C ity ’s T im es Square.

[L a o s ], b u t Cuba is a to ta lly  d i f ­
fe re n t s itu a tio n .”

D a v id  Law rence, e d ito r o f U.S. 
News and W o rld  R eport, w r ite s  a 
le n g th y  a rt ic le  in  the A p r i l  19 New  
Y o rk  H e ra ld  T rib u n e  show ing th a t 
the  press conference prom ise on 
A p r i l  12 o f no in te rv e n tio n  in  
Cuba b y  U.S. arm ed forces does 
n o t m ean “ th a t un de r no  c irc u m ­
stances w o u ld  the  arm ed forces o f 
the  U n ite d  States be sent to  Cuba.”  
K ennedy was e m p lo y ing  the w o rd  
“ in te rv e n tio n ”  in  its  s tr ic t ly  lega l 
and d ip lo m a tic  sense, Law rence  
po in ts  out.

H e  then ou tlines  tw o  po ss ib ili­
ties fo r  sending U.S. troops in to  
Cuba: (1 ) “ Once, how ever, a new  
governm ent is established and 
recognized i t  w i l l  be g iven  any 
he lp  i t  needs i f  requested fro m  
the  U.S., in c lu d in g  m il i ta r y  a id .”  
(2 ) I f  the  C astro  reg im e “ en­
dangers A m erican  live s  o r attacks 
the U.S. N a v a l Base a t G uan­
tanam o.’"’

W ash ing ton ’s recogn ition  o f a 
co u n te rre vo lu tio n a ry  governm ent 
was expected to  fo llo w  q u ic k ly  the  
in vad ers ’ es tab lishm ent o f a “ ifree 
area”  on the  is land . B u t M ir6  
Cardona and o th e r “ governm ent in  
e x ile ”  leaders appear re lu c ta n t so 
fa r  to  step ashore. B u t i f  W ash­
in g to n  should decide th a t a t any 
cost i t  m ust q u ic k ly  have a new  
governm ent o f Cuba to  recognize, 
C IA  agents cou ld uncerem on ious ly  
shove M ir6  C ardona ashore in  
Cuba long enough to  p ro c la im  it .

The danger o f the  occurrence o r 
arrangem en t o f in c iden ts  a t the 
G uantanam o N a va l Base is a lw ays 
present. T h is  un do ub te d ly  presents 
g reat tem p ta tion  to  the Cuban 
coun te rrevo lu tiona ries , w h o  seek 
in vo lve m e n t o f the  U.S. arm ed 
forces, and to  the C IA .

C IA  S taked P restige

“ The an ti-C a s tro  in vas io n  o f 
Cuba has p u t the prestige o f the 
C e n tra l In te llig ence  A gency on the  
lin e ,”  w rite s  Ted Lew is , W ash ing­
ton correspondent o f the  N ew  Y o rk  
D a ily  News  ( A p r i l  19). “ Should 
i t  fa il ,  C IA  ch ie f A lle n  D u lles  and 
a ll h is to p flig h t hem ispherica l 
agents w i l l  be the w h ip p in g  boys 
. . . Because these facts o f l i fe  
are kn o w n  in  the  C IA  and in  the 
S tate D epartm ent, the  v e ry  idea 
th a t the re v o lu tio n  m ay  fa i l  is  be­
in g  re jected . The a ttitu d e  is th a t 
the re  cannot be any ‘i f ’ question 
about the  re v o lt ’s success o r f a i l ­
u re . The re v o lu tio n  ju s t has to 
succeed . . . The K ennedy ad m in ­
is tra tio n , fac in g  up  to th is  d ire  
consequence o f a Castro .v ic to ry , 
w o u ld  p re fe r to abandon its  p o l­
ic y  o f n o n in te rve n tio n  i f  such ac­
t io n  was im p e ra tive  fo r  the  suc­
cess o f the  present invas ion .”

A l l  A m ericans opposed to  U.S. 
b ig  business a ttem pts to smash the 
Cuban re v o lu tio n  m ust now  re ­
doub le th e ir  protests and dem on­
stra tions. W h ile  the Cubans are 
h e ro ic a lly  b a ttl in g  the  invas ion  
a rm y, the  danger o f d ire c t m i l i ­
ta ry  action  b y  the U.S. n o t o n ly  
rem a ins b u t grows. G et a ll U.S. 
personnel ou t o f the G uantanam o 
N a va l Base! H ands O ff  Cuba!
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(T he  fo llo w in g  are excerpts o f 
the  A p r i l  17 U n ite d  N a tio ris  speech 
b y  C uban F ore ign  M in is te r  R au l 
Roa d e ta ilin g  the facts abou t the 
W ashington-sponsored invas ion  of 
C uba.)

I  m ust announce o f f ic ia l ly  . . . 
th a t the  R epub lic  o f Cuba was in ­
vaded th is  m o rn in g  b y  a m e r­
cenary fo rce  w h ic h  came fro m  
G uatem ala  and F lo r id a  and w h ic h  
was organized, financed  and arm ed 
b y  the G ove rnm en t o f the  U n ited  
States o f A m erica  . . .

T he G overnm en t o f the  U n ited  
States had closed bo th  eyes and 
ears to  the denunc ia tion  and the  
p ro o f g iven b y  the R e vo lu tio n a ry  
governm ent, w h ile  i t  co ld ly  denied 
the facts, ended the sugar quota, 
declared an econom ic blockade, 
sent planes and weapons to  Cuba, 
d is tr ib u te d  m illio n s  o f do lla rs  to 
the  m ercenaries, pressured the 
co u n te rre vo lu tio n a ry  groups to 
u n ify , and com pelled them  to  con­
s titu te  a governm ent in  ex ile , 
v io la t in g  its  ow n  law s o f n e u tra l­
i t y  . . . .

Can the  representa tives o f the  
U n ite d  States here deny the  e x is t­
ence o f co u n te rre vo lu tio n a ry  
camps in  the  F lo r id a  pen insu la  
un de r com m and o f A m ericans, 
w ith  im p u n ity  g iven  b y  U n ite d  
States au tho ritie s  and financed  b y  
U n ite d  States do lla rs? . . . .

T he R e v o lu tio n a ry  G overnm en t 
o f Cuba know s —  and can the 
U n ite d  States rep resen ta tive  deny 
th is? —  th a t the  C IA  is a body 
d irec ted  tow a rd  subversion against 
Cuba and spends abou t a h a lf  a 
m il l io n  do lla rs  a m on th  on p re p ­
a ra tions fo r  invas ion . T h is  has 
been shown in  b la ck  and w h ite  in  
T im e, the  U n ite d  States News  & 
W o rld  R eport, in  the  B a ltim o re  
Sun, and in  the M ia m i H e ra ld  o f 
A p r i l  14, w h e re  i t  stated th a t the 
U n ite d  States is spend ing $17,000 
a day o n ly  to  m a in ta in  fo u r  o r f iv e  
m a in  bases in  C e n tra l A m erica , 
s ta tin g  th a t the  costs are h ig h  be­
cause the m ercenaries are w e ll clad, 
w e ll shod, w e ll fed  and w e ll 
equipped. The R e vo lu tio n a ry  G ov­
e rn m en t know s f u l l  w e ll —  and 
can the  rep resen ta tive  o f the  U n it ­
ed States deny it?  —  th a t one o f 
the  m a in  bases o f the  p ira te  planes 
is  in  the hands o f and belongs to 
the  M arines, th a t i t  is  located at 
O pa-Locka , F lo rid a , and th a t i t  
was chosen because i t  is in ac tive .

The U n ite d  States governm ent 
is so com m itted  to  th is  conspiracy 
th a t i t  has stopped a ll denia ls. The 
p a tr io t ic  decision o f the Cuban 
people to  w in  o r d ie  has provoked 
a great loss o f com posure in  W ash­
in g ton  . . . .

I  sha ll n o t ta x  the  a tte n tio n  o f 
the  representatives w ith  a fu l l  
s ta tem ent o f the  A m e rica n  w eap­
ons cap tured in  the course o f the 
present A d m in is tra tio n ’s existence 
in  W ashing ton. T h is  in v e n to ry  is 
a t the  disposal o f the representa­
tives them selves i f  the y  w ish  to 
see it .  The de legation o f Cuba feels 
th a t i t  w o u ld  be w e ll fo r  the re p ­
resen ta tive  o f the  U n ite d  States 
ra th e r to answer some questions.

M ay  I  be a llow ed to il lu s tra te  
th is  series o f questions w ith  pho to -

g ra ph ic  p ro o f th a t I  w i l l  ho ld  up  
so th a t the  C om m ittee  m ay see it .  
[A t  th is  p o in t D r. Roa d isp layed 
photos o f U.S. m a te r ia l cap tured 
in  Cuba.]^ The de legation o f Cuba, 
I  repeat, feels th a t i t  w o u ld  be 
use fu l i f  the rep resen ta tive  o f the  
U n ite d  States w e re  to  re p ly  to  
these questions.

Is  i t  o r  is i t  n o t tru e  th a t these 
a n t i- ta n k  guns, 57 m m . guns, 
m an u fac tu re d  b y  .the F irestone 
C orpo ra tion , w h ic h  w ere  dropped 
b y  p lanes in  Escam bray, can be 
o n ly  sold th rou gh  trea ties  between 
governm ents?

Is  i t  o r  is  i t  n o t tru e  th a t these 
30 -ca lib re  carbines, M - l ,  m anu fac­
tu re d  b y  the  IB M  C orpo ra tion , are 
those used b y  the  M a rin e  in fa n try  
o f the  U n ite d  States as a substi­
tu te  fo r  the  45 -ca lib re  Thom pson 
au tom atic  r if le ?

Is  i t  o r  is  i t  n o t tru e  th a t th is  
type  o f tra n s m itte r  and rece ive r, 
w ith  a range o f 1,000 m iles, is  
spec ia lly  m an u fac tu re d  fo r  the  In ­
te lligence  Serv ice o f the  U n ite d  
States?

Is  i t  o r  is  i t  n o t tru e  th a t these 
B ro w n in g  m ach ine  guns, 30 -ca li­
bre , m an u fac tu re d  b y  C o lt P a te n t 
F ire  A rm s  o f H a rtfo rd , Conn., are 
used in  the  U n ite d  States A rm y  a t 
p resent and can be sold e lsewhere 
o n ly  th ro u g h  trea ties  betw een gov­
ernm ents? . . . .

T h is  is p re sum a b ly  the  “ b ig  
s tic k ”  m en tioned  b y  the  f i r s t  
Roosevelt? . . . .

P res iden t K en ne dy  said th a t 
the re  w o u ld  n o t be any in te rv e n ­
tio n  in  Cuba on the  p a r t  o f U n it ­
ed States A rm e d  Forces and th a t 
the  G ove rnm en t w o u ld  endeavor 
to  see to i t  th a t no  U n ite d  States 
citizens pa rtic ip a te d  in  any a c tiv ­
i t y  against Cuba. H ow eve r, a t no 
tim e  d id  he re p ly  c le a rly  to  the  
questions o f rep o rte rs  re g a rd in g  
the assistance g iven  to thé  coun­
te rre v o lu tio n a ry  elem ents. H e was 
evasive and a t tim es a lm ost inco ­
he ren t in  h is  rep lies.

To the  d ire c t question o f w h e th e r 
h is  G ove rnm en t w o u ld  respect the  
la w  o f n e u tra lity  and the c h a rte r 
o f the O rgan iza tion  o f the  A m e r­
ican States, w h ic h  s p e c ifica lly  
p ro h ib its  the sup p ly in g  o f w eap­
ons o r any type  o f assistance to  
any group in te n d in g  to o v e rth ro w  
a fo re ign  G overnm ent, P res iden t 
K ennedy lim ite d  h im s e lf to  saying 
th a t the re  was a R e vo lu tio n a ry  
C om m ittee  here th a t ob v io us ly  was 
eager to  see a change in  th a t coun­
t r y  and th a t M r. Castro had re ­
ceived some support fro m  the  
U n ite d  States and had rece ived 
assistance in  c a rry in g  o u t h is  ow n 
re v o lu tio n  . . . .

I  have ju s t been handed a note 
w h ic h  in fo rm s  me th a t the Secre­
ta ry  o f State o f th is  p rod ig ious  
dem ocracy, M r. Dean Rusk, has 
stated th a t the  U n ite d  States has 
n o t in te rfe re d  in  the  invas ion  th a t 
took place in  Cuba th is  m o rn in g  
b u t th a t the  people o f the U n ite d  
States are w ith  the cou n te rre vo lu ­
tionaries . I f  th a t is so, fo r  the  sec­
ond tim e  w e sha ll have to  b u ry  
Je ffe rson and L in co ln .

W ith  regard  to  the  s ta tem ent 
(C ontinued  on Page 7)

BOSTO N. Boston Labor Forum , 205 
Huntington A ve., Room 200.

C H IC A G O . Socialist W orkers Party, 
302 South Canal St., Room 210. W E  9-5044. 
I f  no answer, call H U  6-7025.

C L E V E L A N D . Socialist W orkers Party, 
5927 Euclid Ave., Room 23, Cleveland 3, 
Ohio.

DEN V E R . M ilita n t Labor Forum , 1227 
C alifornia. M ain  3-0993. For labor and so­
cialist books. In ternational Book E x ­
change, 1227% California. Open 5:30 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. Mon. through F ri.

D E T R O IT . Eugene V . Debs H a ll, 3737 
Woodward. TEm ple 1-6135.

LOS ANGELES. Forum  H a ll and M od­
ern Book Shop. Socialist W orkers P arty , 
1702 East Fourth  S t  A N  9-4953 or W E 5- 
9238. Open 12 noon to 5 p.m. daily, Sat.

9a.m. to 5 p.m.

M IL W A U K E E . 150 E. Juneau Ave.

M IN N E A P O L IS . Socialist W orkers P arty  
and Labor Book Store, 704 Hennepin
Ave., H a il 240. FEderal 2-7781.

N E W A R K . N ew ark  Labor Forum , Box
361 N ew ark, New  Jersey.

NEW  Y O R K  C IT Y . M ilita n t Labor 
Forum , 116 U niversity Place. A L  5-7852.

O A K L A N D -B E R K E L E Y . P.O. Box 341, 
Berkeley 1, Calif. Phone O L 5-1764.

P H IL A D E L P H IA . M ilita n t Labor Forum  
and Socialist Workers Party, 1303 W. 
G irard  Ave. Lectures and discussions 
every  Saturday, 8 p.m., followed by  
open house. C all PO 3-5820.

ST. LÔU1S. Phone M a in  1-0869. A ak  for
D ick Clarke.

SA N  D IE G O . San Diego Labor Forum . 
P.O. Box 1581, San Diego 12, C alif.

SE A TTLE . 1412 18th A ve., E A  5-0101. 
L ib rary , bookstore. Open 12 noon to  
5 p.m. Saturdays.
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Global Protest Actions Hit 
U.S. Aggression in Cuba

'It Was an Aggression 
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- “ F ree Cuba —  W ith o u t the  Su­
ga r Q uota —  b u t W ith o u t M as­
ters.”

T h is  was a slogan scraw led on 
the  w a ll o f a n e a rly  com pleted 
and lo v e ly  nu rse ry  school in  East 
Havana. I t  best expresses the  
prob lem s, hopes and asp ira tions o f 
seven m il l io n  C uban people, the  
b u lk  o f w h om  had liv e d  in  po ve r­
ty  and il l i te ra c y  because A m e r­
ican  b ig  business had made some 
25 p e r cent p ro f i t  on invested cap­
i ta l  in  Cuba y e a rly  and le f t  the  
w o rke rs  and peasants destitu te . 
O n J a n u a ry  2, 1959, a l l th is  began 
to  change w ith  the  success o f the 
C uban R e vo lu tio n  led  by  F id e l 
Castro and today  the  w orkers, 
fa rm e rs  and in te lle c tu a ls  o f Cuba 
a re  shaping th e ir  ow n des tiny  . . .

I  was p a r t ic u la r ly  concerned to 
f in d  th a t a lthough  the re  are h u n d ­
reds o f thousands o f D e tro it -b u ilt  
cars on the  streets o f Cuba and 
percen tage-w ise fa r  fe w e r E u ­
ropean cars tha n  on the  streets of 
D e tro it, no new  A m e rica n  cars are 
be ing  sold in  C uba and rep lace­
m en t pa rts  are be ing m ade in  
Canada. ( In  the  m eantim e, B r i t ­
ish  Fords are be ing sold fre e ly  
th ro u g h o u t Cuba.)

T h is  is th e -re s u lt o f the  s tup id  
S ta te  D e pa rtm e n t p o lic y  w h ic h  is 
a tte m p tin g  to  choke Cuba eco­
n o m ic a lly  b u t w h ic h  resu lts  in  the 
loss o f thousands o f jobs fo r  D e­
t r o i t  and A m e ric a n  w o rke rs  a t the 
same tim e  th a t the re  are f iv e  m i l ­
lio n  unem ployed in  the  U n ite d  
States. T h is  c r im in a l p o lic y  th re a t­
ens the  loss o f m arke ts  th ro u g h ­
ou t L a t in  A m erica  as the  State D e­
p a rtm e n t re flec ts  the  v in d ic t iv e ­
ness o f the  b ig  A m erican  sugar, 
f r u i t ,  o i l and t in  com panies ra th e r

The K ennedy a d m in is tra tio n ’s 
a tte m p t to  ju s t i fy  arm ed in te rv e n ­
t io n  in  Cuba hinges on the  lie  th a t 
the  C uban people them selves are 
de fec ting  in  mass fro m  F id e l Cas­
tro . In  lin e  w ith  th is  genera l fa n ­
tasy, the  A m e rica n  people are 
asked to  be lieve th a t the  f ir s t  act 
o f the invas ion  —  the  bo m bing  o f 
C uba ’s th ree  m a in  a ir fie ld s  A p r i l  
15 —  was com m itted  b y  Cuban 
A i r  Force  p ilo ts  w h o  too k  o f f  in  
Cuba, bom bed th e ir  ow n a ir fie ld s , 
and f le w  to  asy lum  in  the  U.S. and 
o th e r unnam ed places.

T h is  ta le  is so f u l l  o f holes tha t, 
as Castro said, “ even H o llyw o o d  
w o u ld  n o t t r y  to  f i lm  such a s to ry .”  
B u t  w e  don’t  have to  take  an y ­

tha n  the needs o f the  A m erican  
people.

The Cuban people have done 
m uch m ore than  r id  themselves 
o f fo re ig n  m asters in  the  las t tw o  
years, how ever. E v e ry  Lo ca l 600 
m em ber w i l l  be enthused to le a rn  
th a t ren ts  w ere  cu t in  h a lf;  w o rk ­
ers’ wages w ere  ra ised an average 
o f 25 per cent; com pany stores 
w ith  h ig h  prices and 2° per cent 
w e e k ly  in te re s t rates were re ­
placed b y  governm ent stores where 
food and c lo th in g  are be ing sold 
a t cost; the  trem endous estates 
w ere  d iv id e d  up  and peasants 
w ere  g iven  la nd ; sugar p lan ta tions  
w ere  g iven  to  the  p la n ta tio n  w o rk ­
ers w ho  have tu rn e d  them  in to  
cooperatives; schools, fac to ries  and 
homes fo r  fa rm ers  and w o rk in g  
people are be ing  b u i l t  a t an in ­
c red ib le  pace.

A s I  w a lked  m y  com m itteem an’s 
d is tr ic t  in  the  S ta r B u ild in g  I  
used to  th in k  about the  ta le n t th a t 
was be ing wasted and ho w  m any 
o f the  w o rke rs  had the in te l l i ­
gence, ta le n t and in it ia t iv e  to  be 
f in e  engineers, chem ists, teachers, 
etc., b u t w ho  d id  n o t have the 
o p p o rtu n ity  o r  m oney to  get a co l­
lege education. T he  R e vo lu tio n  in  
Cuba has b ro u g h t such ta le n t to  
th e  fo re  and the  people o f Cuba 
have planned, organized and b u ilt  
in  a m anner d e fy in g  descrip tion .

H undreds o f new  schools, as 
b e a u tifu l and pe rm anent as any o f 
ou r schools, have been b u ilt  in  
these tw o  years. Tens o f thousands 
o f new  housing u n its  have a lready 
been b u i l t  fo r  fa rm e rs  and w o rk ­
in g  people. N ew  in du s tries  are 
be ing developed w h ic h  w i l l  have 
the  m ost advanced m ach in e ry  in  
the  w o r ld  and m ake p roducts  th a t 
w i l l  compete on the  w o r ld  m a r­

body ’s w o rd . Jus t lo ok  a t the  facts.
A f te r  the  a ttack, tw o  B -26  bom ­

bers landed in  F lo r id a  —  one, w ith  
tw o  m en aboard, a t the  U.S. N a va l 
A i r  S ta tion  a t K e y  W est; the  other, 
w ith  o n ly  the  p ilo t,  a t M ia m i In ­
te rn a tio n a l A irp o r t .  A t  K e y  W est 
the N a v y  too k  charge and shu t o f f  
a l l in fo rm a tio n . B u t the  p i lo t  w ho  
landed a t M ia m i was photo­
graphed b y  the  press. A f te r  a p r i ­
va te  session w ith  U.S. o ff ic ia ls , he 
to ld  rep o rte rs  th a t he was a Cuban 
A i r  Force p i lo t  w ho , a long w ith  
th ree  others, had been p la n n in g  
to  de fect fo r  th ree  m onths. H e  said 
th a t on A p r i l  13 he sudden ly  de­
c ided to  m ake  the  a ttack  tw o  days 
la te r  because he saw one o f the

kets fo r  the  f ir s t  tim e. F a rm  crops 
have been d ive rs ifie d  in  th is  
b e a u tifu l is land  w h ic h  has th ree  
crops pe r year.

Those o f you w ho have long fe lt  
th a t the  F o rd  w orkers , ra th e r than 
the  B oard  o f D irec to rs  and the 
cou n try  c lub  managem ent, made 
the F o rd  cars, w i l l  be happy to  
le a rn  th a t w hen the  B a tis ta  gang­
sters f le d  Cuba on the  same planes 
as the  A m e rica n  cap ita lis ts , the 
c o u n try  d id  n o t collapse. R a ther 
the  people began fo r  the  f i r s t  tim e  
to  p lan  th e ir  ow n des tiny  in  a 
w a y  th a t m any U A W  leaders have 
ins is ted th a t an econom y m ust be 
p lanned, and the f i r s t  considera­
t io n  is no longer s tockho lder p ro ­
f its  and executive  salaries and 
bonuses.

D r. F id e l Castro and the o ther 
leaders o f the  R e vo lu tio n  . . . have 
the  suppo rt o f the  ove rw h e lm ing  
percentage o f the  people. W e con­
c luded th a t m ost o f the  people 
w ere  en thusiastic  supporte rs o f 
the  R evo lu tion . The A m erican  
idea l o f the  r ig h t  o f the  people 
to  bear arms, w h ic h  is w r it te n  
in to  o u r C o ns titu tio n  and Thom as 
Je ffe rson ’s idea o f the  r ig h t  and 
d u ty  o f the  people to  p e rio d ic a lly  
w a te r the  so il w ith  the  b lood o f 
ty ran ts , f in d  expression in  Cuba 
in  the  gove rnm en t’s fa ith  in  the  
people. W h ile  B a tis ta  re lie d  on an 
a rm y  o f 30,000 m ercenaries, i t  ap­
pears th a t today  eve ry  peasant 
and w o rk e r  in  Cuba is a vo lu n te e r 
m em ber o f the  m il i t ia  dedicated 
to  the defense o f the  c o u n try  and 
the R evo lu tion , w ith  h is  l i fe  i f  
necessary.

T w o  years ago, Cuba had 600,- 
000 unem ployed and em p loym ent 
o f tw o  m illio n . The o n ly  ones w ho 
had jobs in  the  la rge  c ities  w ere  
re la tive s  o r fr ie n d s  o f governm ent 
o ff ic ia ls  o r fa c to ry  ow ners o r 
those w ho  pa id  b ribes to  co rru p t 
o ff ic ia ls  o r fo rem en  ( ju s t  as Rouge 
w o rke rs  had to  pay b ribes to  get 
jobs be fore  the  u n io n ).

O n e -th ird  o f the  unem p loym ent 
has been e lim in a ted  since the  R ev­
o lu tio n  and the M in is te r o f Econ­
omics, D r. Regiono B o tie , a H a r­
v a rd -tra in e d  economist, to ld  us 
th a t unem p loym en t w i l l  be e lim ­
ina ted  and Cuba w i l l  be im p o rt in g  
w o rke rs  w ith in  tw o  years. I t  is 
iro n ic  th a t m any lo w -s e n io r ity  
A m e rica n  w o rke rs  m ay have m ore 
hope o f a jo b  in  Cuba tw o  years 
fro m  now  tha n  w h a t the  prospects 
w a rra n t in  D e tro it . . .

o th e r th ree  ta lk in g  to  a Castro 
agent and fea red discovery. H e 
re fused to  g ive  h is  nam e o r those 
o f the  o th e r p ilo ts .

T h is  was the  statem ent w h ic h  
A d la i Stevenson read  to  the  U n ite d  
N ations on the  a fte rnoon  o f A p r i l  
15. I t  was h is  o n ly  answ er to  
Cuban charges th a t the  planes 
came fro m  G uatem ala and w ere 
p ilo te d  b y  m ercenaries h ire d  b y  
the  C e n tra l In te llig e n ce  Agency.

M ea n w h ile  in  N e w  Y o rk , the  
leader of. the C uban coun te r­
re v o lu tio n a ry  m ovem ent M ir6  C ar­
dona, revealed th a t he had  had 
advance know ledge  o f the a ttack. 
B u t h o w  cou ld  he have kn o w n  i f  
the  p ilo ts  w e re  fro m  th e  C uban 
A i r  Force and the decision had 
been made' suddenly, as c la im ed 
b y  the  p i lo t  quoted b y  Stevenson?

L a te r  M ir6  C ardona’s o y t f i t  de­
scribed the  a ttack  as in v o lv in g  s ix  
planes. T h is  jib e d  w ith  reports  
fro m  the Cuban governm ent. B u t 
w h a t about the  p ilo t ’s s ta tem ent 
th a t the re  w e re  o n ly  three? W here 
d id  the  o the r th ree  come from ?

S atu rday  afte rnoon , F id e l Castro 
cha llenged P res iden t K ennedy to  
present be fore  the  U n ite d  N ations 
the alleged defectors w ho  had 
landed in  the U.S. a fte r  the  bom b­
ings. T h is  was n o t done. N ew s­
paperm en w ho  tr ie d  to in te rv ie w  
the p ilo ts  w ere  to ld  th e ir  names 
and whereabouts w ere  be ing k e p t 
secret. The U.S. o ff ic ia ls  c la im ed 
the  p ilo ts  w anted  to  conceal th e ir

Because w e have kn o w n  oppres­
sion, because w e have su ffe red 
m ore tha n  o ther A m ericans, be­
cause w e are s t i l l  f ig h t in g  fo r  our 
ow n  lib e ra tio n  fro m  ty ra n n y ; w e 
A fro -A m e ric a n s  have th e  r ig h t  
and the d u ty  to  ra ise o u r voices in  
p ro tes t against the  forces o f op­
pression th a t now  seek to  crush a 
fre e  people lin k e d  to  us b y  bonds 
o f b lood and a com m on heritage.

O n e -th ird  p f C uba ’s people are 
A fro -C u ba ns , o f the  same A fr ic a n  
descent as we. M an y  o f o u r ow n  
fo re fa th e rs  passed th ro u g h  Cuba 
on th e ir  w a y  to  the  slave p la n ta ­
tions  in  the  U n ite d  States. Those 
w ho  rem a ined on the  is land  kn e w  
the  same b ru ta li ty  th a t th e ir  
b ro th e r su ffe red  on the  m a in land ; 
a fte r em ancipation, the y  too kn e w  
d isenfranchisem ent, the y  too  be­
came second-class citizens, peons 
exp lo ited  on the  huge U .S .-ow ned 
landho ld ings.

T oday —  thanks to  a socia l re v ­
o lu tio n  w h ic h  the y  he lped m ake 
—  A fro -C u b a n s  are firs t-c lass , c it ­
izens and are ta k in g  th e ir  r ig h t ­
f u l  place in  the  l i fe  o f th e ir  coun­
t r y  w here  a ll ra c ia l b a rr ie rs  c ru m ­
b led  in  a m a tte r o f weeks fo l­
lo w in g  the  v ic to ry  o f F id e l Castro. 
A s  Joseph N ew m an rep o rted  in  
the  N .Y . H e ra ld -T r ib u n e  (M a rch  
23): “ Castro and G uevara  are l i t ­
e ra lly  adored b y  the  la rge  num be r 
o f poor and h u m ilia te d  Cubans, 
especia lly  the  Negroes. T hey  see 
these tw o  leaders as s a in tly  and 
honorab le  men, dedicated to  re ­
m ov ing  in ju s tic e  and d isc r im in a ­
tio n .”

N o w  o u r b ro th e rs  are th re a t­
ened again —  th is  t im e  b y  a gang 
o f ousted C uban p o lit ic a l hacks 
w ho f in d  segregated M ia m i m ore 
congenia l tha n  in te g ra te d  H avana.

id e n titie s  fro m  Castro o ff ic ia ls  be­
cause th e y  had fa m ilie s  in  Cuba. 
T h a t’s the  c ro w n in g  in s u lt  to  in ­
te lligence  in vo lve d  in  the C ardona- 
S tevenson fan tasy. I f  the p ilo ts  
w ere  re a lly  defectors f ro m  the  C u­
ban A i r  Force, the  Cuban gov­
e rnm en t w o u ld  c e rta in ly  know  
th e ir  names.

Housing Bias
O n ly  fo u r  states —  Colorado, 

C onnecticut, Massachusetts, O re­
gon, ha v in g  housing an tib ias  laws.

Los Angeles

SIDNEY LENS
Author and union official 

recently returned from tour 
of Cuba
speaks on

Cuba:
Democracy 

O r Dictatorship?
Friday 8:15 p.m. May 5 

Park Manor 
607 S. Western Ave. 

Contrib. $1
(Students and unemployed 50 cent's) 

ausp.
Fair Play for Cuba Committee

Box 26251, Los Angeles 26

Th is  pack o f m ercenaries w h o  
hope to  tu r n  back th e : c lock in  
Cuba are arm ed, tra in e d  and  f in ­
anced by  the  U.S. C e n tra l In te l­
ligence Agency. B u t the y  k n o w  
th a t b y  them selves th e y  can neve r 
re -ens lave  the  C uban people, so 
now  they  a re  open ly  b o d s tp if  .tha t 
U.S. troops w i l l  go to  th e ir  a id  as 
soon as the y  la nd  in  Cuba.

T h is  c r im in a l aggressipn against 
a peace fu l and progressive people 
m ust n o t be a llow ed to ‘ happen. 
B u t i f  i t  does, w e are de te fpphed: 
to  do a l l w e  possib ly  can to  h in d e r 
the  success o f th is  crim e.

A fro -A m e r ic a n  correspondent 
W ill ia m  W o rth y  declared re c e n tly : 
“ I f  Cuba is a ttacked, I  and others 
w h o  kn o w  th e  f&cts w iU -denounce 
the  a ttack  as an e v il and w icke d  
co lon ia l w a r  deserv ing  o f opposi^ 
t io n  and resistance b y  A fro -A m e r-  
icans.”  W o rth y  w a rned  th a t, i f  
such an a tta ck  too k  place: “ I n  th is  
co u n try  w e  w o u ld  see c iv i l  r ig h ts  
setbacks fro m  coast to  coast. O u r 
enemies w o u ld  be s trengthened 
and em boldened.”

A fro -A m e ric a n s , don’t  be foo led  
—  the enemies o f the  Cubans a re  
ou r enemies, ;the  J im  C ro w  bosses 
o f th is  la n d  w h e re  w e  a re  • s t i l l  
denied o u r r igh ts . T he  Cubans are 
o u r friends , the  enemies o f o u t 
enemies.

I f  you  w o u ld  l ik e  to  k n o w  m ore 
abou t Cuba, w r ite :  F a ir  P la y  fo r  
Cuba C om m ittee , 799 B roadw ay, 
N ew  Y o rk  3, N .Y . "

T h is  ad has been p a id  fo r  b y  
the  persons whose nam es appear 
here. Y o u r con tribu tions , no  m a t­
te r  how  sm all, are welcom ed.

Weekly Calendar
DETROIT

Tom Kerry, Militant labor editor; 
speaks on Jobs for all: A Program Jdr 
Labor. Fri., April 28. 8 p.m. Debs nail; 
3737 Woodward. Ausp. Friday Night So­
cialist Forum.

NEW YORK 
Friday, April 21, 8 p.m. Rally to 

Abolish HUAC — See ad this issue. "
*  *  *  .

May Day — Demonstrate Solidarity 
With Cubal Hear Richard ©ana, .So­
cialist Workers party; Larry., Ireland, 
Young Socialist Alliance; a Cuban rosr- 
olutionist and William F. Wardo, Marx­
ist writer and lecturer. Sat., April 29, 9 
p.m. Social evening to follow. 116/tlni- 
versify PI. Contrib. $1. Ausp. SWP and 
YSA.

PHILADELPHIA 
May Day Banquet and Meeting* Speak­

er: William F. Warde on Who Will 
Change the World? Sunday, April i 30. 
Dinner, 5:30 p.m. Speech at 7:30 pun. 
Contrib. $2 (Lecture only, 75 cents; un­
employed free.) (303 W. Girard Avo, 
Ausp. Socialist Workers Parly and Young 
Socialist Alliance.

•  ,

LOS ANGELES 
May Day 1961: The Struggle for Peace, 

Freedom, Socialism! Speaker, Thepdore 
Edwards, socialist radio commentator. 
Sat., April 29, 8:15 p.m. Forum Hall, 
1762 East 4th St. Contrib. $ I. (Students, 
unemployed 25 cents.) Ausp. Socialist 
Workers Party and Young Socialist Al­
liance.

Infant Mortality
Since 1950 the  U n ite d  States has 

slipped  fro m  s ix th  to  te n th  place 
. am ong na tions keep ing  such sta­
tis tics  in  the  ra te  o f in fa n t  deaths.

RALLY
TO

A B O L I S H
The House Un-American Activities Committee

Hear: CARL BRADEN
PETER SEEGER 

FRANK WILKINSON
a ll facing’ a year’s im prisonment for challenging H U A C  

A N D  OTHERS

FRIDAY 8 P .M ...........................................................................APRIL 21
St. Nicholas Arena —  69 West 66 St. —  New York City

Contribution —  $1.00
Auspices: N ew  York Council and Youth Committee to Abolish H U A C ,

150 West 34th St., N ew  Y ork  1, N . Y . -  PE 0-8228

That Trumped-Up Story About ‘Cuban Plane Defectors’

By Former U A W  Official
F o llo w in g  are ex trac ts  fro m  one o f the  best a rtic le s  on Cuba th a t 

w e  liave  fou nd  in  the  U.S. la b o r press. T h e  au thor, H a rry  M . P h ilo ,
1 a D e tro it  a tto rney, was fo rm e r ly  a S ta r B u ild in g  o ffice r, com m ittee­
m an and G enera l C o u n c il delegate in  U A W  F ord  Lo ca l 600. S h o rtly  
be fo re  the  U.S. gove rnm en t p u t a ban  on tra v e l to  Cuba, P h ilo , h is 
w ife  Jean, h is  la w  p a rtn e r Dean Robb and h is  w ife  B arbara , spent 11 
days the re  as guests o f the  H avana B a r Association. H a v in g  gone to  
“ see fo r  them selves,”  the y  v is ite d  factories, schools, courts, cooperatives, 
etc., and also in te rv ie w e d  governm ent o ffic ia ls . T he  a rtic le , w h ic h  ap­
peared Jan. 21 in  Lo ca l 600’s paper, F o rd  Facts, was described as the 
f ir s t  o f th ree  b y  P h ilo  on w h a t he learned fro m  h is t r ip ,  b u t the 
o th e r tw o  have n o t been p r in te d  to  th is  date.

All Jim-Crow Practices 
Abolished by Revolution

Workers' Gains Listed 
By Former U A W  Official

Why U.S. Labor, Negroes should aid cuba

The fo llo w in g  statem ent, e n tit le d  “ A  D e c la ra tion  o f Conscience, b y  
A fro -A m e ric a n s ”  w as sla ted to  appear as an advertisem ent in '; the  
A p r i l  29 issue o f the  A fro -A m e ric a n ,  a lead ing  N egro  w e ek ly . O pposing 
U .S .-insp ired  attacks on the  C uban re v o lu tio n , w h ic h  has abo lished 
J im  C ro w  practices, the signers o f the  sta tem ent in c lude : D r; E m m e tt 
Bassett, W a lte r Bowe, E dw ard  C la rk , John  H e n r ik  C la rke ; M rs .O d essa  
Cox, D r. L o n n ie  Cross, H a ro ld  Cruse, F e lix  A . C um m ings, D r. W . E. B . 
DuBois, R icha rd  G ibson, S h ir le y  G raham , C a lv in  H icks, L e ro i Jones, 
M rs . Jane K e rin a , C onrad L y n n , J u lia n  M a y fie ld , R obe rt C- M ayn a rd , 
John  W . M cD ow , M rs. M a rio n  M ete lis , Carlos M oore, .liannyriM ilto^eU i' 
C larence H . Seniors, John  A . S ing le ton, M rs. P e rn e lla  W a ttle y , D a n ie l 
H . W atts, R obe rt F. W illia m s  and W ill ia m  W o rth y .
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B y  Joseph H a nsen

(L a s t in  a series o f a rtic les )
The cen tra l thesis o f the  State 

D epa rtm ent's  “ W h ite  P aper”  is 
th a t Castro “ be trayed ”  the Cuban 
re v o lu tio n . Section I I I  is headed: 
“ The D e liv e ry  o f the R evo lu tion  
to  the  S ino-S ov ie t B loc .”  W e are 
in fo rm e d  in  th is  section th a t arms 
“ have poured fro m  beyond the 
Iro n  C u rta in  in to  Cuba”  and th a t 
trade  and fin a n c ia l agreements 
haVe “ in teg ra ted  the Cuban econ­
om y w ith  th a t o f the  C om m unist 
w o r ld ,”  75 p e r cent o f Cuban trade 
no w  go ing in  th a t d irec tio n .

“ The a r t i f ic ia l i ty  o f th is  de­
ve lopm ent is suggested,”  the W hite  
HoUse au thors  b la n d ly  assert, “ by 
the fa c t th a t a t the  beg inn ing  o f 
196Q o n ly  2 pe r cent o f C uba’s 
total fo re ig n  trade was w ith  the 
C om m unis t b loc.”

The “ W h ite  P aper”  does n o t 
Oven m en tion  th a t W ash ing ton cu t 
o f f  a l l sugar im p o rts  fro m  Cuba 
in  1960 and then im posed a v i r ­
tu a lly  to ta l trade  em bargo on the 
is land . W h a t w ere  the Cubans sup­
posed to  do in  face o f W ash ing­
ton ’ s a r t i f ic ia l p o lit ic a l decision to 
stop a l l A m erican  businessmen 
fro m  tra d in g  w ith  them ? S it dow n 
in  the  sh*ade o f a ro y a l p a lm  and 
q u ie tly  s tarve to  death w h ile  o f­
fe r in g  up thanks to  E isenhow er 
and K ennedy fo r  th is  A m erican  
a id  in  speeding them  on to a be t­
te r  w o rld?

T he C uban governm ent e xe r­
cised its  dem ocra tic  r ig h t  as a 
sovereign po w e r to  trade  w here  
i t  cou ld  on the  w o r ld  m a rke t. To 
have done otherw ise  w o u ld  have 
been a re a l be tra ya l o f the re v o lu ­
tion .

The  com p la in t about arm s p u r ­
chases is even m ore  outrageous. 
O pe ra ting  w ith  seem ingly u n ­
lim ite d  funds  fro m  m ysterious 
sources, the  Cuban cou n te rre vo lu ­
tionaries , w i th  the  connivance o f 
the  Pentagon and the C entra l In ­
te lligence Agency, opened up re ­
c ru it in g  agencies fo r  m ercenaries 
th ro u g h o u t the  U n ited  States, set 
up  t ra in in g  camps in  va rious 
areas, a rm ed them selves to  the 
tee th and began invas ion  p repa ra ­
tions  b y  d ro pp ing  in cen d ia ry  
m echanism s fro m  F lo rida -based  
planes and by  p la n tin g  bombs in  
C uba’s b ig  c ities. W ha t should the 
Cubans have done in  the face o f 
th is  “ in te rn a tio n a l c iv i l  w a r ,”  as 
D ra p e r ca lls i t  —  bare th e ir  
th roa ts  and say, “ Please don ’t  
sp o il m y  h a ir  by  c u ttin g  past m y  
ears” ?

In  these circum stances does ac­
ceptance o f aid w h e re ve r i t  can 
be ob ta ined s ig n ify  “ D e liv e ry  o f 
the  R e vo lu tion  to  the S ino-S ov ie t 
B lo c ” ? A cco rd in g  to th a t k in d  o f

F ID E L  CASTRO. D id  he betray 
promise not to nationalize either 
Cuban or Am erican capitalist 
holdings?

reasoning, George W ash ing ton de­
liv e re d  the A m e rica n  re v o lu tio n  
to  im p e ria l F rance because he ac­
cepted aid fro m  Lo u is  X V I  and 
M arie  A n to ine tte . We can see h is ­
to r ia n  D raper, w ho  a t th a t tim e  
hung  around the  co u rt o f George 
I I I ,  bea ting  h is  w ig  in  anguish 
over such “ treachery .”  T he  A m e r­
icans w ere c le a rly  “ b e tra y in g ”  the 
an ti-F re n ch  and a n t i- In d ia n  cause 
fo r  w h ic h  *they had fo u g h t w ith  
the B r it is h  in  the F rench  and In ­
d ian  W ar no t so long before.

B u t the  p ra c tica l, dem ocra tic - 
m inded  A m erican  revo lu tiona rie s  
too k  a d iffe re n t a tt itu d e  tow a rd  
F rench  aid  in  th e ir  s trugg le  fo r  
freedom  fro m  B r it is h  ty ra n n y . In  
fa c t A m erican  g ra titu d e  was so 
la s ting  th a t a lm ost a cen tu ry  and 
a h a lf la te r in  W orld  W ar I  the 
m ost po pu la r slogan the p ro p ­
agandists could th in k  up  to cover 
the, la n d in g  o f A m erican  troops in  
F rance was “ La faye tte , we are 
he re !”

On the o ther hand, A m ericans 
w ho  rem a ined lo y a l to the crow n, 
B ened ic t A rno ld s  w ho  sold ou t 
th e ir  co u n try ’s cause, and the Hes­
sian m ercenaries w ho w ere  h ired  
b y  the B r it is h  to f ig h t  the  reb e l­
lious  colon ia ls are he ld  in  de­
served in fa m y  to th is  day.

D id  They “Betray” ?
A s ano the r “ p ro o f”  o f its  cen­

t ra l thesis, the State D epa rtm en t 
cla im s th a t “ so fa r  as the e x ­
pressed p o lit ic a l aim s o f the re v ­
o lu tio n  w ere concerned, the record 
o f the  Castro reg im e has been a
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record of the steady and consistent 
be traya l o f D r. Castro’s p re -re v ­
o lu tio n a ry  prom ises . . .”  D rape r 
declares th a t “ Castro prom ised 
one k in d  o f re vo lu tio n  and made 
another. The re vo lu tio n  Castro 
prom ised was unquestionab ly  be­
trayed .”

To substantia te his po in t, D raper 
has com piled “ a b r ie f in v e n to ry ”  
o f typ ica l declarations made by 
Castro between 1953 and 1958. 
They ind ica te  th a t Castro d id  no t 
envis ion go ing beyond bourgeois- 
dem ocra tic measures and th a t he 
spe c ifica lly  favo red  “ free  en te r­
prise and invested ca p ita l”  and re ­
jected “ wholesale na tion a liza tio n .”  
In  ta k in g  over Cuban and A m e r­
ican cap ita lis t ho ld ings, the  Rev­
o lu tio n a ry  G overnm ent c le a rly  
w en t fa r  beyond bourgeois-dem o­
cra tic  measures.

B y  d isregard ing  the economic, 
social and p o lit ic a l pressures th a t 
forced th is  course, in  p a rtic u la r 
those em anating fro m  W a ll Street 
and the State D epartm ent, D raper 
“ unquestionab ly”  has no d i f f ic u lty  
in  p ic tu r in g  Castro as hav in g  “ be­
tra ye d ”  the re vo lu tio n ; th a t is, as­
sum ing leadership  and responsi­
b i l i t y  fo r  u n de rta k ing  measures 
th a t w e n t beyond and even con­
flic te d  w ith  the o r ig in a l concepts 
o f the re vo lu tio n a ry  leaders.

As a professional h is to rian , 
D raper, you m ig h t im agine, w o u ld  
rea lize th a t Castro is no t the on ly  
re v o lu tio n a ry  fig u re  he is accus­
in g  o f “ b e tra ya l”  fo r  p e rm ittin g  
h im se lf to  be pushed fo rw a rd  by  
the re v o lu tio n a ry  process. Here is 
a b r ie f  in ve n to ry  fo r  h is  consid­
e ra tion :

•  In  1774 John Adam s w ro te  
th a t independence was “ a H ob­
gob lin  o f so f r ig h t fu l m ien, th a t 
i t  w o u ld  th ro w  a de lica te Person 
in to  F its  to  look i t  in  the Face.”  
L a te r he was a leader in  the f ig h t  
fo r  adoption o f the  D ec la ra tion  o f 
Independence.

•  In  M arch 1775 B en jam in  
F ra n k lin  tes tifie d  in  London tha t 
he had never heard in  A m erica  
one w o rd  in  fa v o r o f independence 
“ fro m  any person, d ru n k  or 
sober.”

•  Even a fte r the B a ttle  o f L e x ­
ington, George W ashington to ld  his 
T o ry  fr ie n d  Jonathan Boucher 
th a t i f  ever he heard o f W ashing­
ton ’s jo in in g  in  any such measures 
as the  colonies separating fro m  
England, Boucher “ had his leave 
to  set h im  dow n fo r  eve ry th in g  
w icked .”

•  M ore than tw o  m onths a fte r 
the B a ttle  o f B u n k e r H i l l ,  Thomas 
Jefferson, au thor o f the D eclara­
tio n  o f Independence, w ro te  in  a 
p riv a te  le tte r  th a t he was “ lo o k ­
in g  w ith  fondness tow a rd  a re ­
con c ilia tio n  w ith  G rea t B r ita in .”

•  The delegates to  the F irs t 
C on tinen ta l Congress w h ich  m et in  
the au tum n o f 1774 assured the 
K in g : “ Y o u r ro y a l a u th o r ity  over 
us and ou r connection w ith  G reat 
B r ita in  we sha ll a lways c a re fu lly  
and zealously endeavor to  support 
and m a in ta in .”

•  In  1775 the  Second C o n ti­
ne n ta l Congress, w h ile  setting 
fo r th  co lon ia l grievances, ex­
p l ic i t ly  assured “ ou r fr ie n d s  and 
fe llo w  subjects in  any p a rt o f the 
E m pire  . . , th a t we mean no t to 
dissolve th a t un ion  w h ich  had so 
long and so h a p p ily  subsisted be­
tween us, and w h ich  w e s incere ly 
w ish  to see restored.”  One yea r 
and tw o  days la te r the same Con­
gress issued the D ec la ra tion  o f 
Independence.

Is  th is  con trast between the 
convictions of one stage and the 
actions o f the n e x t to be accepted 
b y  the cou rt as dam ning  evidence 
o f “ re v o lu tio n a ry  schizophrenia,”  
as D rape r labels com parable 
phenomena in  the Cuban re vo lu ­
tion? T om  Paine, one o f the  lead­
in g  prom oters o f the A m erican  in ­
dependence m ovem ent, saw i t  
m ore c learly . In  “ The A m erican  
C ris is ”  he w ro te : “ Independency 
was a doctrine  scarce and rare, 
even tow ards the conclusion o f the 
yea r 1775; a ll o u r p o lit ic s  had

been founded on the expectation 
o f m ak ing  the m a tte r up . .

S im ila r b r ie f in ven to ries  could 
be d ra w n  up  fo r  o ther re v o lu tio n ­
a ry  struggles. F o r instance, a l­
though he d is like d  s lavery pe r­
sonally, A b raham  L in co ln  p u b lic ly  
pledged th a t the slaveholders need 
no t fea r a R epublican a d m in is tra ­
tion . “ We m ust not in te rfe re  w ith  
the in s titu tio n  o f s lavery in  the 
states w here  i t  exists, because the 
C onstitu tion  fo rb id s  i t  and the 
general w e lfa re  does no t req u ire  
us to  do so.”  As la te  as Septem­
ber 1861 he to ld  a group o f a n ti­
s lavery  Republicans: “ We d id n ’t  
go in to  the  w a r to p u t down 
slavery, b u t to p u t the flag  back; 
and to  act d iffe re n tly  at th is  m o­
m en t w ou ld , I  have no doubt, no t 
o n ly  weaken ou r cause, b u t smack 
o f bad fa ith .”

A  yea r la te r, in  v ie w  o f the 
cris is in  prosecution o f the w ar, 
L in c o ln  ove rtu rned  p ro p e rty  re la ­
tions in  the  South. H e freed  the 
slaves despite his p u b lic  com m it­
m ent to  the  con tra ry . We look  fo r ­
w a rd  w ith  in te res t to  Theodore 
D ra pe r’s h is to ry  o f the  C iv il W ar 
exposing Honest Abe, the  G reat 
E m ancipator, as Bad F a ith  Abe, 
the  G rea t B e trayer.

Preconceptions Affect Analysis
H is to ria n  D ra pe r’s fo rgetfu lness 

o f some m a jo r lessons o f h is to ry  
is p robab ly  n o t due to  any tend­
ency to  unde rra te  the im portance 
o f facts —• a t least in  h is  tw o  
volum es on the h is to ry  o f the 
A m erican  C om m unist p a rty  he 
showed s u ffic ie n t respect fo r  them  
to le t the record speak p re tty  
m uch fo r  itse lf. In  the case of 
Cuba a rb itra ry  preconceptions 
w h ich  he ho lds a ffec t h is selec­
tio n  and arrangem ent o f facts. H is  
“ the o ry ”  dom inates h is  analysis.

“ H ow  cou ld a re vo lu tio n  basi­
c a lly  m idd le -c lass in  na tu re  be 
tu rn e d  against th a t class?”  D raper 
asks. “ H ow  could a revo lu tion  
made w ith o u t the o f f ic ia l Com­
m unists and fo r  the m ost p a rt 
despite them  become so in tim a te ly  
lin k e d  w ith  them? H ow , in  short, 
cou ld F id e l Castro prom ise one 
re vo lu tio n  and m ake another, and 
w h a t consequences flow ed  fro m  
th is  re v o lu tio n a ry  schizophre­
n ia?” **

The Cuban revo lu tion , D raper 
answers, “ belongs to  a new  type 
o f system, n e ith e r c a p ita lis t no r 
socialist, th a t emerges w here  
cap ita lism  has no t succeeded and 
socialism  cannot succeed.”  A ccord­
ing  to th is  v iew , the re  is some­
th in g  in he ren t in  the re vo lu tio n  
its e lf tha t makes i t  go w rong  and 
compels a leader lik e  Castro to 
“ be tray .”  N a tu ra lly , i f  w h a t is 
w ro n g  is in he ren t in  the re v o lu ­
tion , the f ie ld  o f research is co r­
respond ing ly  na rrow ed and the 
re la tio n  o f A m erican  im p e ria lism  
is irre le va n t. Even i f  the  W h ite  
House had rem a ined fr ie n d ly  and 
the State D epartm ent had pum ped 
a id  in to  Cuba instead o f a ttem p t­
in g  ru th le ss ly  to b r in g  down the 
economy and the new  governm ent, 
Castro w o u ld  have “ be trayed .”

W ha t is th is  in h e re n t poison or 
congenita l disease in  the  Cuban 
revo lu tion?  W here “ cap ita lism  has 
been successful,”  D rape r te lls  us, 
no “ im poverished, class-conscious 
p ro le ta r ia t ex is ts .”  There fore , in  
countries lik e  the  U n ite d  States 
w h ich  have the technolog ica l base 
fo r  socialism , no socia lis t re v o lu ­
t io n  can occur.

W here cap ita lism  has no t been 
successful, D rape r continues, no 
“ advanced in d u s tr ia l econom y”  
exists th a t cou ld support a socialist 
s truc tu re  as conceived b y  M a rx . 
H ow ever, in  the la tte r  areas, the 
m id d le  class, faced w ith  po ve rty  
and lack o f o p p o rtu n ity , revo lts  
and tu rns  ir re s is t ib ly  tow a rd  the

ideology o f socialism . “ They can­
no t be fa ith fu l to the  fundam enta l 
ideas o f the socia list tra d itio n  —  
th a t the p ro le ta r ia t should libe ra te  
itse lf, th a t there  are pre requ is ites 
of socialism , especia lly an ad­
vanced in d u s tr ia l economy, and 
th a t socialism  m ust f u l f i l l  and 
com plem ent p o lit ic a l dem ocracy.”  
B u t they “ can f in d  in  M a rx ism  an 
ideo log ica l sanction fo r  the un ­
res tric ted  and u n lim ite d  use o f 
the  state to  change the social o r ­
der, and they can f in d  in  Le n in ism  
a sanction fo r  th e ir  un res tric ted  
and u n lim ite d  pow er ove r the 
state.”

The resu lt o f a re vo lu tio n  u n ­
der these conditions, D raper con­
tends, is som eth ing q u a lita tiv e ly  
d iffe re n t fro m  e ith e r cap ita lism  or 
socialism . “ The o rde r o f develop­
m ent cannot be in ve rte d  —  f ir s t  
the revo lu tion , then the  p re re ­
quisites o f socia lism  —  w ith o u t re ­
su ltin g  in  a to ta lly  d iffe re n t k in d  
of social order, a lien to the le t ­
te r  and, in f in ite ly  more, to  the 
s p ir it  o f socialism . These in ve rted  
revo lu tions  fro m  above belong to 
w hat, fo r  w a n t o f a be tte r w ord , 
we m ust ca ll the C om m unist fa m ­
i l y  o f revo lu tions, w h ich , in  p rac­
tice, serve to  in d u s tr ia lize  the 
peasantry ra th e r than to  libe ra te  
the p ro le ta ria t.”

F o r about 30 years there was 
o n ly  the  Russian .variant, D raper 
continues. T hen in  1948 came the 
“ T ito is t v a r ia n t.”  In  la te  1949, the

* The above quotations are taken from  
“The Movement fo r Am erican Inde­
pendence” by W illiam  F . W arde in 
Fourth In ternational, July-August, 1950. 
This article offers an illum inating dis­
cussion of the lag between revolutionary  
consciousness and revolutionary events.
**  Castro’s Cuba —  A Revolution Be­
trayed? In  the New Leader M arch 27, 
1961. Unless otherwise noted, a ll quota­
tions from  Draper are from  this source.

TH O M A S  JEFFERSON. D id  he 
betray promise not to w rite  D e­
claration of Independence?

“ Chinese v a ria n t.”  “ N ow  a new  
branch o f the fa m ily  has begun 
to emerge.”  These are n a tio n a l-  
re v o lu tio n a ry  m ovem ents th a t be­
g in  unde r figu res  lik e  N k ru m a h  
in  Ghana, Sekou Toure  in  G uinea 
o r F id e l Castro in  Cuba, b u t soon 
fa l l  p re y  to Com m unism . Since 
loca l Com m unists are, in  the be­
g inn ing , no m atch fo r  such lead­
ers, they w ere  “ advised to b ide 
th e ir  t im e .”  “ F irs t the n a tio n a l- 
re v o lu tio n a ry  m ovem ent could w in  
power, then the Com m unists 
could w in  pow er in  the n a tio n a l- 
re v o lu tio n a ry  m ovem ents.”  A nd  
tha t, in  effect, is w h a t has been 
happening in  th is  w o r ld  o f ours.

H a v ing  read th is , you have read 
about a ll o f Theodore D ra pe r on 
th is  subject. H is  a rtic les  on Cuba 
o ffe r  l i t t le  m ore than  the  dust 
caught in  the bag o f th is  theo re t­
ica l vacuum  cleaner.

The s te rile  and rea c tion a ry  
character o f the po litics  en ta iled  
by  th is  theory is s tr ik in g . I  could 
f in d  on ly  tw o  sentences in  the 
e n tire  pam ph le t suggesting an 
a lte rn a tive  to na tio n a liz in g  indus­
t r y  in  Cuba and in tro d u c in g  eco­
nom ic p lann ing : “ A f te r  W o rld  W ar 
I I ,  Cuban in terests were strong 
enough to bu y  a substantia l share 
o f U .S .-owned sugar p roduction  
w h ic h  fe ll fro m  70-80 per cent of 
the to ta l a t its  h igh  po in t in  the 
1930s to about 35 per cent in  1958. 
G overnm ent encouragem ent o f 
‘C uban iza tion ’ w o u ld  easily have 
cu t the f ig u re  in  h a lf  again in  a 
short tim e  unde r a post-B a tis ta  
dem ocra tic reg im e.”  In  short, 
D ra pe r’s advice, fo r  w h a t i t  is 
w o rth , is th a t Castro should have 
encouraged “ free  en te rp rise ”  in  
Cuba.

Back o f th a t p rogram  lu rk s  tw o
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Or Lead It to a New Advance?
postulates: (1 ) N a tio n a l cap ita l in  
countries  lik e  Cuba is capable of 
successfully com peting in  the m od­
ern w o r ld  w ith  im p e ria lis t cap i­
ta lism  on the one hand and the 
system o f p lanned economies on 
the  other. (2 ) Im p e ria lis t cap i­
ta lism  is p re fe rab le  to  a “ new  
type o f system ”  th a t is presum ably  
“ n e ith e r ca p ita lis t n o r socia list.”

I f  these postula tes are tru e  no 
ra tio n a l exp la na tio n  exists fo r  the 
g reat wave o f a n ti-c a p ita lis t and 
a n ti- im p e r ia lis t revo lu tions  in  the 
w o r ld  today. E v e ry th in g  ends up 
in  the “ pa rano ia ”  o f a demagogue. 
B u t w h y  paranoia should prove 
so a ttra c tiv e  and p o lit ic a lly  e f­
ficac ious among hundreds o f m il­
lions  o f p o v e rty -s tr ic k e n  people 
rem a ins a book sealed w ith  seven 
seals.

O the r odd ities fo llo w  as log ica l 
consequences fro m  D ra p e r’s p re ­
conceptions. He equates the a n ti-  
S em itic  —  and “ a n ti-C o m m u n is t” ! 
—  mass dem onstra tions engineered 
b y  H it le r  and M usso lin i w ith  the 
a n ti- im p e r ia lis t crow ds th a t ga ther 
to hear Castro. H e equates the  
c u lt o f T ru ji l lo ,  a puppet o f A m e r­
ican im p e ria lism , w ith  the  pop­
u la r ity  o f Castro, w h o  stands in  
the eyeg o f m illio n s  o f L a tin  
A m ericans l ik e  a D a v id  against 
G o lia th ; and he sees l i t t le  d i f ­
ference betw een T r u j i l lo ’s “ neo­
dem ocracy”  and the  beg inn ings o f 
p ro le ta r ia n  dem ocracy in  Cuba. He 
equates S ta lin ’s purge o f the  O ld  
B olsheviks, a phase o f the degen­
e ra tion  o f the  Russian revo lu tio n , 
w ith  Castro’s m ov in g  beyond the 
in it ia l p rogram  o f the  26th of 
J u ly  M ovem ent, a phase o f the 
rise  o f the  Cuban revo lu tio n . 
D raper, c r it ic iz in g  re d -b a ite r  N a ­
th a n ie l W eyl, the au tho r o f Red 
S ta r O ver Cuba, declares: “ Com ­
m un ists , ex-C om m unists , no n - 
Com m unists and opportun is ts  are 
in d is c r im in a te ly  lum ped  together. 
E ve ry  b it  o f evidence th a t does 
no t f i t  the  book ’s thesis is ru th ­
lessly suppressed or glossed over. 
A l l  the ha rd  problem s o f Castro ’s 
p o lit ic a l developm ents are ove r­
s im p lif ie d  and vu lga rized .”  I t ’s a 
fa ir ,  i f  n o t perfect, descrip tion  o f 
D ra p e r’s own analysis.

U n de r com pulsion o f the  same 
log ic, D rape r is unab le  to  see th a t 
the  w o rk in g  class o r peasantry 
p layed m uch o f a ro le  in  the 
Cuban re vo lu tio n . B a tis ta  fe ll, we 
are to ld , because the m id d le  class 
deserted h im . T h is  was due, D ra ­
pe r argues, to  Castro ’s “ g u e rr il la  
tac tics”  w h ic h  “ a im ed no t so m uch 
a t ‘de fea ting ’ the  enem y as a t in ­
duc ing  h im  to  lose h is head, f ig h t 
te r ro r  w ith  c o u n te rte rro r on the 
la rgest possible scale, and m ake 
li fe  in to le ra b le  fo r  the o rd in a ry  
c itize n .”  (W ha t class does th a t 
“ o rd in a ry  c itize n ”  be long to?) We 
are then g iven  th is  priceless pearl: 
“ The same te rro r  th a t Castro used 
against B a tis ta  is now  be ing used 
against Castro. A n d  Castro has 
responded w ith  coun te rte rro r, ju s t 
as B a tis ta  d id .”  Thus Castro =  
B atis ta . Q.E.D. H is to ry  is reduced 
to te rro r is t bo m b-th ro w in g .

B u t worse than the o ld -tim e

A B R A H A M  L IN C O L N . D id  he 
betray promise not to expropriate  
property of Southern slavehold­
ers?

anarchists, w ho d is tingu ished  be­
tw een the te rro r  o f reaction  and 
the  te rro r  of the se lf-sa c rific in g  
idea lis t, D ra pe r draw s no d is tin c ­
tion . A  bom b is a bom b and any 
bom b is equal to any other, i f  
no t sometimes m ore. D raper, w ho 
thus takes the dem ocra tic  ou tlook 
to  its  u ltim a te  absu rd ity , com ­
p la ins  about C. W r ig h t M il ls ’s 
la ck  o f socio logical im ag ina tion . 
H o w  ca rp ing  can you get?

T h is  happens to  be the theo ry  
back o f the co u n te rre vo lu tio n ’s 
hopes fo r  an easy v ic to ry  over the 
R e vo lu tio n a ry  G overnm ent. Since 
the in e r t  and u n th in k in g  masses 
o f w o rke rs  and peasants p la y  no 
p a rt in  Cuban p o litic s  and since 
a section o f the  m id d le  class has 
now  deserted Castro, i t  fo llo w s  
th a t a fe w  mad bom bers p ro w lin g  
among the Sunday crow ds can 
prove s u ffic ie n t to induce the 
leaders of the ré v o lu tio n  to  lose 
th e ir  heads, “ f ig h t  te rro r  w ith  
c o u n te rte rro r”  and thus open the 
w a y  fo r  the res to ra tion  o f the 
landho lde rs  and cap ita lis ts  to  th e ir  
p roperties. T hey  p ro b a b ly  found  
the  th e o ry  in  a book o f use fu l 
household h in ts  —  “ H o w  to  C o rk  
a V olcano.”

The cou n te rre vo lu tio n a ry  m e r­
cenaries w o u ld  be w e ll advised to 
ponder the  fo llo w in g  observation 
made b y  Theodore D ra pe r las t 
yea r: “ No m a tte r w h a t one m ay 
th in k  o f the the o ry  beh ind  C uba’s 
la n d -re fo rm  p ro g ra m  and no m a t­
te r  how  the  p ro g ra m  tu rn s  ou t in  
practice , the re  is no ge ttin g  around 
the  fa c t th a t fo r  the  poor, i l l i t ­
erate, landless outcast gua jiros , 
the co-operatives represent a ju m p  
o f centuries in  l iv in g  standards. 
T hey  also represent a vast in ­
crease o f con s tru c tive  a c t iv ity  in  
the ru ra l areas th a t w ere fo rm e r ly  
the m ost ba ckw a rd  and stagnant 
p a rt o f Cuba.” *

W il l  these gu a jiros  p rove  in e r t  
to  the p lo t to  re tu rn  them  to  th e  
backwardness and stagnation of 
past centuries? I ,  F. Stone, w ho 
has a m ore  v iv id  socio logical 
im a g in a tio n  tha n  D raper, said 
a fte r  a recen t v is i t  to Cuba: 
“ G u e rr illa s  w ho o ffe r  peasants aid 
against a hated la n d lo rd  o r v illa g e  
usu re r are one th in g . B u t can you 
see a U.S. g u e rr il la  kn o ck in g  on 
a peasant’s door la te  a t n igh t, 
‘G ive  me w a te r; h ide me; I  b r in g  
a message fro m  U n ited  F ru it  Com ­
pany; w e ’ve come to  take back 
yo u r land .’ ?”

“Permanent Revolution”
The tendency fo r  a bourgeois 

re v o lu tio n  to  transcend its  b o u r­
geois-dem ocratic lim its , th a t is, 
proceed to w a rd  soc ia lis tic  fo rm s  o f 
p rope rty , was noted b y  M a rx  and 
Engels in  the upsurge they  p a r­
tic ip a ted  in  as young men. In  fac t 
they began th e ir  re v o lu tio n a ry  
careers as bourgeois dem ocrats and 
ended as the founders o f sc ie n tific  
socialism . I t  was n o t u n t i l  the 
appearance o f Leon T ro tsky , h o w ­
ever, th a t th is  tendency received 
rounded the o re tica l developm ent. 
As e a rly  as 1904, the  y o u th  w ho 
was to become co-leader o f the 
1917 Russian R e vo lu tion  had 
reached th a t deep in s ig h t in to  the 
m a in  course o f the revo lu tions  o f 
ou r tim e  w h ic h  was to w in  h im  
w o rld  reco gn ition  as one o f the 
greatest o f re v o lu tio n a ry  the ­
ore tic ians. H e named h is  the o re t­
ic a l c o n trib u tio n  the “ P erm anent 
R e vo lu tion ,”  ta k in g  the t i t le  fro m  
the fo llo w in g  suggestive decla ra­
tions m ade by  M a rx  and Engels 
in  an Address o f the C e n tra l Com ­
m itte e  to  the C om m unis t League, 
dated M arch  1850:

“ W h ile  the  dem ocra tic  p e tty  
bourgeois w ish  to  b r in g  the re v ­
o lu tio n  to a conclusion as q u ic k ly  
as possible, and w ith  the achieve­
m ent, at most, o f the  above 
[re fo rm ] demands, i t  is ou r in ­
te rest and ou r task to  m ake the  
re v o lu tio n  perm anent, u n t i l  a ll 
m ore o r less possessing classes 
have been fo rced  o u t o f th e ir  
pos ition  o f dom inance, u n t i l  the

* “The Runaway Revolution:” The Re­
porter, M ay 12, 1960.

p ro le ta r ia t has conquered state 
pow er, and the association of 
p ro le ta rians, no t on ly  in  one coun­
t r y  bu t in  a ll the do m in an t coun­
tr ies  of the w o rld , has advanced 
so fa r  th a t com petition  among the 
p ro le ta rian s  o f these countries has 
ceased and th a t at least the  deci­
sive p ro du c tive  forces are concen­
tra te d  in  the hands o f the p ro le ­
ta rians. F o r  us the  issue cannot be 
the a lte ra tio n  o f p r iv a te  p ro p e rty  
b u t on ly  its  a n n ih ila tio n , no t the 
sm ooth ing over of class antagon­
isms b u t the ab o litio n  of classes, 
no t the im p rovem e n t o f e x is ting  
society b u t the fou nda tion  o f a 
new  one.”  The b a ttle  c ry  o f the 
w o rke rs  m ust be, said the Address 
in  conclusion: “ The R evo lu tion  in  
Perm anence.”

The basis o f T ro ts k y ’s theory  
was the uneven developm ent o f 
cap ita lism  on a w o r ld  scale. In  
the  o ld  c a p ita lis t centers tech­
no logy is so advanced th a t society 
is ro tte n  r ip e  fo r  socia lis t re o r­
ganization . In  the underdeveloped 
areas o f the w o rld , however, p re ­
ca p ita lis t re la tions  are s t i l l  strong, 
and the m a in  re v o lu tio n a ry  tasks 
are thus bourgeois in  character. 
B u t the p a tte rn  o f change does 
no t s im p ly  repeat the p a tte rn  of 
the e a rly  bourgeois revo lu tions  in  
w h ic h  the  w o rk in g  class was 
scarce ly developed. The unde r­
developed countries do n o t liv e  in  
iso la tion  fro m  the rest o f the 
w o rld . In  fa c t im p e r ia lis t cap i­
ta lism  has penetra ted them , b r in g ­
in g  the  m ost advanced technology. 
( “ B ra z il seems to have jum ped 
fro m  the ox ca rt to the age of 
the  a ir ,”  notes Charles W agley, 
p ro fessor o f an th ropo logy  a t Co­
lu m b ia  U n iv e rs ity ; “ . . . young 
B raz ilia ns  w ho have never d r ive n  
an au tom ob ile  have ‘soloed’ in  the 
a ir .” ) A n d  along w ith  th is , im ­
pe ria lism  in jec ts  the m ost ad­
vanced class re la tions  in to  the  a n t i­
quated social s truc tu re . (H ig h ly  
exp lo ited  sugar w orkers , fo r  in ­
stance, in  Cuba.) The w o rk in g  
class, even though i t  m ay be 
n u m e ric a lly  th in , consequently has 
fa r  g rea te r p o lit ic a l w e ig h t than  
its  p ro to types a t the  daw n o f 
cap ita lism . W hen i t  enters the 
p o lit ic a l arena, i t  tends to  d ra w  
on the m ost advanced p o lit ic a l 
though t o f the w o r ld ’s g reat 
m e tro p o lita n  centers. Together 
w ith  backwardness, even p r im i­
tiveness, is com bined the v e ry  
la test in  sc ie n tific  tho ugh t and 
achievem ent.

I t  is possible, the re fo re , fo r  the 
w o rk in g  class, in  a lliance  w ith  the 
peasantry —  w h ic h  is pressing fo r  
bourgeois re fo rm s  in  p ro p e rty  re ­
la tions  on the land  —  to w in  
p o lit ic a l pow er in  a backw ard  
cou n try  even sooner than in  an 
advanced coun try . In  pow er i t  has 
no choice b u t to proceed w ith  the 
economic and social tasks in he ren t 
to  its  class pos ition : e xp ro p ria tio n  
o f cap ita l, b u ild in g  o f a p lanned 
economy, etc. These are socia list 
in  p r in c ip le  no m a tte r how  lim ite d  
o r d is to rte d  the y  m ay be in  fact. 
The v ic to ry  of the w o rke rs  in  such 
countries cannot be m a in ta ined , 
how ever, w ith o u t the  a id  o f the 
w o rke rs  o f the advanced centers; 
th a t is, w ith o u t the extension o r 
con tinu a tio n  o f the  re v o lu tio n  on 
an in te rn a tio n a l scale, above a ll 
in to  the  o ld  ca p ita lis t pow ers,*

T h rou gh  th is  theory , T ro ts k y  
was ab le to  p re d ic t c o rre c tly  the 
course o f the 1917 R evo lu tion  in  
Russia, some tw e lve  y e a rs 'b e fo re  
i t  occurred.

In te re s tin g ly  enough, L e n in  d id  
no t agree w ith  T ro ts k y ’s prognosis. 
In  1905 L e n in  w ro te : “ W e cannot 
ju m p  o u t o f the  bourgeois-dem o­
c ra tic  fra m e w o rk  o f the Russian 
R evo lu tion , b u t w e can consid­
e ra b ly  broaden th a t fra m e w o rk .”  
He repeated th is  in  innum erab le  
a rtic les  and speeches year a fte r

* For an explanation by Trotsky him self 
of the theory, see The Perm anent R ev­
olution, The H istory of the Russian R ev­
olution, or “Three Concepts of the Rus­
sian R evolution” in Stalin— An Appraisal 
of the Man and His In fluence. These 
books are available in  most libraries. (Or 
w rite  Pioneer Publishers, 116 U niversity  
Place, N ew  Y ork  3, N . Y .)

GEORGE W A S H IN G T O N . D id  
he betray promise not to become 
Father of His Country?

year u n t i l  a fte r  the F e b ru a ry  1917. 
R evo lu tion . N o t u n t i l  A p r i l  o f tha t 
year d id  he change his v iews. 
W hen he f in a lly  d id  change, i t  
p re c ip ita ted  a cris is  in  the B o l­
shev ik  pa rty , w h ich  was convinced 
th a t the re v o lu tio n  had o n ly  a 
bourgeo is-dem ocra tic  cha racter as 
L e n in  had repea ted ly  insisted. B u t 
L e n in ’s prestige was such th a t he 
succeeded in  ge tting  the p a rty  to 
adopt the new  pos ition  despite the 
cries of c a p itu la tio n  to  “ T ro ts k y ­
ism .”

I t  was on the so lid  basis o f th is  
sh ift, p lus h is ow n recogn ition  o f 
L e n in ’s correctness on the need 
fo r  a dem ocra tic -cen tra lis t pa rty , 
th a t T ro tsky , together w ith  h is 
fo llo w in g , jo ine d  the Bo lsheviks 
and helped the second re vo lu tio n  
to emerge fro m  the f ir s t  one.

O f course i t  can be argued, as 
i t  was a t the tim e  and has been 
p e re n n ia lly  ever since, th a t the 
B o lshev iks  d id  w ro n g  in  accepting 
pow e r in  an underdeveloped coun­
t r y  lik e  Russia. A  book cou ld  be 
devoted to th is  top ic  alone. Aside 
fro m  the “ m o ra lity ”  o f i t  a ll, the 
po in t is tha t T ro ts k y ’s the o ry  of 
the perm anent re vo lu tio n  enabled 
h im  to  foresee w ith  accuracy the 
actua l m a in  pa tte rn  o f the Rus­
sian R evo lu tion  and th a t th is  th e ­
o ry  o ffe rs  the on ly  ra tio n a l e x ­
p lan a tion  fo r  such revo lu tions  as 
the one in  Cuba.

No u t te r ly  nove l “ new type  o f 
system ”  has emerged, as D rape r 
m ain ta ins. Cuba has s im p ly  gone 
beyond cap ita lism  in  some im p o r-

LO S A N G E LE S , A p r i l  12 —  In  
a jo in t  action  las t n igh t, the loca l 
branches o f the Socia lis t P a rty -  
Social D em ocratic  Federa tion  and 
the S oc ia lis t W orkers  P a rty  organ­
ized a p ic k e t- lin e  dem onstra tion  
on sho rt no tice in  f ro n t  o f the 
m ee ting  h a ll w here  R obert W elch, 
ch ie f o f the John B irc h  Society, 
spoke to an audience o f 6,000 fo l­
low ers. I t  was W elch ’s f ir s t  la rge 
m eeting  in  Los Angeles. T icke ts  
w ere  no t ava ilab le  to  the pub lic .

In  his televised speech, the re ­
t ire d  candy m an u fac tu re r eu lo­
gized the la te  Senator Joseph M c­
C a rth y  and proceeded to outdo 
h im  on a ll po in ts. The danger of 
“ C om m unis t subvers ion ,”  accord­
in g  to  W elch, comes no t fro m  the 
“ p ro le ta r ia t”  b u t fro m  the highest

ta n t respects and begun to  b u ild  
in s titu tio n s  th a t are bas ica lly  so­
c ia lis t in  p rin c ip le . T he  cou n try  
is in  tra n s itio n  between cap ita lism  
and socialism . H o w  long  i t  rem a ins 
in  tra n s itio n  depends on in te rn a ­
t io n a l forces and events, p r im a r ily  
the  u ltim a te  fa te  o f the  o ld  cap i­
ta lis t powers. W hen the  U n ite d  
States goes socia list, Cuba w i l l  be 
am ong the f ir s t  to  b e ne fit and 
w i l l  c e rta in ly  com ple te the 
change-over in  reco rd  tim e.

The question o f the absence o f 
d ire c t p ro le ta r ia n  leadersh ip  in  
the  1958-59 Cuban R evo lu tion  o f­
fe rs  a com p lica tion  i t  is  tru e ,*  b u t 
on the m a in  question— the  ten d ­
ency o f a bourgeo is-dem ocra tic  
re v o lu tio n  in  an underdeve loped 
cou n try  to go beyond its  b o u r­
geois-dem ocratic lim its  —  Cuba 
o ffe rs  once again the m ost s t r ik ­
in g  co n firm a tio n  o f T ro ts k y ’s fa ­
mous theory . T h a t the  Cuban re v ­
o lu tio na ries  w ere  unaw are  they 
w ere c o n firm in g  som eth ing seem­
in g ly  so abstract and rem ote  makes 
i t  a l l the  m ore im pressive.

T he fa c t th a t these same re v ­
o lu tionaries , w ith o u t kn o w in g  
T ro ts k y ’s theory , p roved capable 
o f transcend ing th e ir  ow n lim ite d  
previous p o lit ic a l positions speaks 
com ple te ly  in  th e ir  fa vo r. I t  dem ­
onstrates th a t in  ca libe r the y  be­
long to  the  g reat tra d it io n  o f gen­
u ine  re v o lu tio n a ry  leaders, be­
g in n in g  w ith  thè  leaders o f o u r 
ow n A m erican  revo lu tio n .

Cuba is a t present a fo rtress  
under siege by  A m erican  im ­
pe ria lism . To o ffe r  to  ju dg e  w h a t 
goes on inside th a t fortress, w i th ­
ou t ta k in g  in to  account the siege, 
represents the  u t te r  p ro s tra tio n  
and abasement o f theory . T h a t 
D ra pe r’s preconceptions req u ire d  
h im  to do th is  is s u ffic ie n t to  d is ­
count h is v iew s com ple te ly .

The Cuban re v o lu tio n  is another 
l in k  in  the cha in  o f revo lu tions  
go ing back to the P aris Com m une 
o f 1871 and the re v o lu tio n a ry  Up­
heavals o f 1848. As such i t  has 
m uch in  com m on w ith  these re v ­
o lu tions  a lthough  lik e  a l l re v o lu ­
tions i t  has its  ow n  pe cu lia ritie s . 
I t  o ffe rs  g reat new  lessons, above 
a ll on the  p a tte rn  to  be expected 
in  o ther com ing re vo lu tio n s  in  
L a t in  A m erica . A l l  o f these re v ­
o lu tions, i t  can be p red ic ted  w ith  
absolute surety, w i l l  proceed fro m  
the bourgeo is-dem ocra tic  to  th e  
p ro le ta r ia n  stage w ith  e x tra o rd i­
n a ry  speed. I f  fo r  no o th e r reason, 
the y  w i l l  do th is  because A m e r­
ican im p e ria lism  o ffe rs  them  no 
choice b u t death o r pe rm anent 
re vo lu tion .

* On this see m y articles, “ Theory o r  
the Cuban Revolution” in the Interna~ 
tional Socialist Review , W in te r 1961, and! 
“Ideology of the Cuban Revolution” in*, 
the Sum m er 1960 issue.

and riches t circ les in  A m erica . 
T a k in g  a jib e  a t the K ennedy ad­
m in is tra tio n , he asserted: “ I  can 
f in d  you a lo t  m ore H a rv a rd  ac­
cents in  C om m unis t c irc les in  
A m erica  than you can f in d  me in  
ove ra lls .”  He declared 2 pe r cent 
o f governm ent employes, espe­
c ia lly  those in  top jobs, are com ­
m un ists  and th a t 7,000-P ro testan t 
m in is te rs  were “ tra in ed  com m u­
n ists”  be fore being ministers;..

The p la c a rd -c a rry in g  pickets* 
outside the h a ll d rew  the- a tten ­
t io n  o f rep o rte rs  and T V  causeras.. 
T h e ir  statem ents w e re  w id e ly  
broadcast and pub lished. These1 
denounced W elch  and the J o h n  
B irc h  Society as the core- o f a 
p o te n tia lly  fasc is t g roup  t r y in g  to  
s t ir  up  an ti-com m u n is t  hys te ria .

To Be Published as Pamphlet ■
T h e  above  a r t ic le  a n d  tw o  p re c e d in g  ones on th e  sam e to p ic  j 

b y  Joseph H ansen , to g e th e r  w i th  associa ted m a te r ia l,  h a v e  been, 
sche du led  fo r  p u b lic a t io n  as a 2 5 -c e n t p a m p h le t, I n  D e fense  o f  
th e  C u b a n  R e v o lu t io n .  T o  h e lp  c o v e r costs,' send in  y o u r  o rd e r  
e a r ly  fo r  copies. C o n tr ib u t io n s  w i l l  a lso be a p p re c ia te d . W r ite  
P io n e e r P u b lis h e rs , 116 U n iv e rs i ty  P lace , N e w  Y o r k  3, N . Y .

Birchites Picketed in Los Angeles
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B y  H a r r y  R in g

A d la i Stevenson was obv ious ly  
s tung  to  th e  q u ic k  in  h is U N  de­
bate w ith  D r. R a u l Roa w h en  the  
C uban F ore ign  M in is te r; observed 
th a t the re  seemed to  be “ tw o  
Stevensons”  —  the one w ho  now  
tr ie s  to  ju s t i fy  U.S.', aggression 
aga in st Cuba;; «n d  the  one1" w ho 
{»reviouslylvspfeke in  :a lib e ra l ve in1.

Stevenson countered b y  t ry in g  
to  ppSve the'fe w ere  “ tw o  Roas.”  
Été asserted th a t l the  one D r. Roa 
had, in  1959, v ig o ro u s ly  and e lo ­
q u e n tly  cohdëmhfed' the  G re m lin ’s 
c rush ing  o f  the  H u ng a ria n  R e vo lu ­
t io n  and a: D r. Rdà; h o  no w  tr ié s  
to  w h itew a sh  th è  K re m lin  act. 
•,,'As “ evidence,”  Stevenson d id  
n o t c ite  a n y n e w  statem ent b y  Roa 
b u t a le c tu re  b y  art lir t id é h tif ie d  
in em b pr o f1 the  ’C uban F ore ign  
M in is t r y  w h o  Sbught to  ju s t i fy  the 
K re m lin 's  r o le  in   H ungary .
:/f' Thè  a c tu a l1 "fact . is  th a t- Roà’S 
reco rd  is  com p le te ly  consistent. Hé 
d e fe n d e d  th é  t ig h t  o f the H u n ­
g a ria n  people tò  s e lf-d e te rm in a ­
tio n . À rtd  ' irtôv2, ; abTÿ : and cou r­
ageously, he is  dé fénd îng Gubâ’s 
r ig h t  to  s e lf-d e te rm in a tio n .
- T h e ‘ a tte m p t' to ' p re s e n t1 h is de-

From a Reader

I f  I Was a UAW Delegate
.-i l f  l  -was a delegate to  the  com ­
in g  U A W  convention , and i f  I  was 
a b le  to ,g e t the  flo o r, and i f  I  o n ly  
h a d  a fe w  m inu tes  to  speak, the re  
a re  tw o  th ings  I ’d, l ik e ', to  s a y : ,

T he  problem s you delegates are 
ta k in g ::u p  concern n o t o n ly  the 
people s t i l l  w o rk in g  in  the  shops, 
b u t also hundreds ,of thousands o f 
y o u r  b ro th ers and sisters, .who,-are 
unem p loyed th ro u g h  no fa u lt  o f 
th é ir  ow n. Please don’t  fo rg e t 
them  I

I f  you  do, t lie re  is. a te rr ib le  
danger. T he  danger th a t the y  W ill 
fe e l th e ir  un ion  has forsaken them  
in  the  tim e  o f th e ir  greatest need. 
T he  danger th a t th e y  w i l l  become 
ir td if fe re n t tp  the  un ion, o r  hostile  
t ó f t ;  T he  danger; th a t th e  corpora ­
tion s  w i l l  t r y  to  use the m  against 
th e  U n ion, m aybe even as s tr ik e ­
b r e a k e r s  i f  the  un ion  is Compelled 
to  s tr ik e  th is  year.

I f  you  rem em ber the  unem ­
p loyed, i f  you  táke  th e ir  needs in to  
accoun t in  y o u r p ro g ra m  and y o u r

Letters from Our Readers

N E W  H A V E N  —  U n io n  w o rke rs  
a t A vco  C o rpo ra tion ’s Lyco m in g  
d iv is io n  in  S tra tfo rd , C onnecticu t, 
convened the  m o rn in g  of,, M arch  
28th in  L o e w 's , P o l i the a te r and 
vo ted  to  accept a con trac t o n ly  
s lig h t ly  revised f ro m  one w h ich  
th e y  had com p le te ly  re jec ted  tw o  
d a y 'e a r lie r , .

Lyco m in g  em ploys ap p ro x im a te - 
l y  5,000 persons, 2,650 o f w h om  are 
m em bers o f U A W  Lo ca l 1010. The 
com pany is Under con tra c t to  the  
A i r  Force  to  m an u fac tu re  re -e n try  
veh ic les  fo r  the  T ita n , A tla s  and 
M in u te m a n  in te r-c o n tin e n ta l b a l­
l is t ic  m issiles ( IC B M s ).

(Some w eeks,esu lie r the  nego tia ­
to rs  fo r  b o th  sides reached a te n ­
ta t iv e  agreem ent on a s ix -ce n t 
h o u r ly  wage increase pe r y e a r and 
a th ree -cen t c o s t-o f- liv in g  increase 
a t the  end o f the  second yea r; an 
increase in  m ed ica l paym ents; 
th ree  days o f f  'w ith  pay fo r  a 
death in  the  im m e d ia te  fa m ily , 
o n !  (day fo r  in ^ la w s ; and severance 
pa y  o f $50 pe r yea r o f em p lo y ­
m ent. B u t tl)e  m a in  s tu m b lin g  
b lo ck  was the  com pany’s demands 
f o r  a th re e -ye a r instead o f  the  
re g u la r tw o -y e a r con tract, and the  
e lim in a tio n  o f  J,the o n e -y e a r-o ld  
10% n ig h t bonus fo r  the  second 
and  th ird  sh ifts .

Ort M a rch  2(8,' in  H a rd in g  High  
School, the  new  con trac t was p re ­
sented to  the  (un ion member^, fo r  
ra t if ic a tio n . T he  m em bers re jec ted  
i t  and vo ted un an im ous ly  fo r  a 
s tr ike , A t  the., m id n ig h t S trike  
dead line , p ic k e ts ' W ere , a t a l l  ^h e

c la ra tio n  on H u n g a ry  as som eth ing 
he has abandoned is a cheap de­
ba te r’s t r ic k  since Stevenson is 
fu l ly  aw are o f Roa’s present d ip lo ­
m a tic  pos ition  in  re la tio n  to  the 
USSR whose c u rre n t m a te ria l aid 
is v i ta l  to  C uba’s v e ry ! su rv iv a l. 
There  are un do ub te d ly  people in  
Cuba, as elsewhere, w h o  w o u id  
ju s t i fy  the sm ashing o f the  H u n ­
ga ria n  re vo lu tio n . B u t Stevenson 
has n 6 t dem onstra ted th a t Roa has 
accepted th a t v ie w .

E ven m ore  cyn ica l was the to r ­
tu re d  analogy Stevenson a ttem pted 
to  establish —  an analogy accord­
in g  to  w h ic h  the  Cuban coun te r­
re v o lu tio n a ry  invaders  and th e ir  
U.S. backers a re  the  ■ “ freedom  
fig h te rs ”  w h ile  the  Castro gove rn ­
m ent, the  m ost p o p u la r in  Cuban 
h is to ry , is  a fo re ig n -c o n tro lle d  
ty ra n t.

The re a l ana logy between H u n ­
ga ry  and Cuba is s im p le  and 
obvious. T h e ' H u n g a ria n  re v o lu ­
tion , in  a l l its  decis ive fea tu re , was 
a progressive s trugg le  o f the 
w o rk in g  people against the  b u ­
rea ucra tic  ru le  o f th e ir  cou n try  
and its  status as a sa te llite  o f the  
USSR. T hey  w anted  n a tio n a l in -

o rg an iza tiona l plans, then  the y  
can be the  s trong r ig h t  a rm  o f the 
un ion. W ith  m ore “ free  tim e  on 
th e ir  hands,”  w ith  a b igg e r in ­
cen tive  to  f ig h t, w ith  a greater 
a b il i ty  to  p ic k e t and dem onstra te 
a t the  ha lls  o f governm ent as w e ll 
as the p la n t gates, the y  can m ake 
the d iffe rence  between v ic to ry  and 
de feat fo r  the, u n io n ’s struggles.

T h is  means th a t the  u n io n ’s 
p ro g ra m  m ust beg in  w ith  th e  de­
m and th a t can best u n ite  the  em ­
p loyed and unem ployed auto, 
w o rke rs  — ; the  30 -hour w eek at 
40 hou rs ’ pay. B u t i t  means m uch 
more.

I t  also means th a t you  m ust o r­
ganize the  unem ployed, o r he lp  
them  fo organize themselves. T h a t 
you  m ust encourage the  unem ­
p loyed com m ittees to  w o rk  ou t 
th e ir  ow n p rogram s and elect th e ir  
ow n  o ffice rs  in  dem ocra tic  fash ion. 
T h a t you  m ust g iv e  them  a vo ice 
and the  f lo o r  a t a l l y o u r meetings, 
in c lu d in g  n a tio n a l conventions.

p la n t gates. One h o u r la te r the  A ir  
Force, anxious abou t its  m iss ile  
p roduc tion , got on the  com pany’s 
back and dem anded im m ed ia te  
se ttlem ent o f the s tr ike . T h is  pres­
sure b y  the  A ir  Force p u t the  com ­
pany in  a v e ry  em barrassing and 
un tenab le  position .

B u t com pany o ffic ia ls  somehow 
m anaged to  convince the  un ion  
leaders to  c a ll o f f  the  p ickets and 
th a t th e y  w ere  now  w i l l in g  to 
nego tia te  in  good fa ith . R em oving 
the  p icke ts  n o t o n ly  took the  steam 
ou t o f the  s tr ik e  b u t also served 
to  re lie v e  the  com pany o f a l l pres­
sure and to  le t  i t  resum e the  o f­
fens ive  again. The re s u lt was th a t 
the  com pany m ade o n ly  a fe w  
m in o r concessions and the  un ion  
ne go tia tin g  com m ittee , except fo r  
one m an, w e n t a long w th  ap­
pa ren t sa tis faction .

I t  was in  a dem ora lized state 
o f m ind , in  the  L o e w ’s P o li thea­
te r, th a t the  m em bers no w  had 
to  decide w h e th e r to  re je c t o r ac­
cept the  con trac t. T he  con tract 
was s t i l l  m uch the  same as the 
one th e y  had a lrea dy  re jected . The 
com pany budged o n ly  on some 
m in o r a lte ra tions  in  fr in g e  bene fits  
and in  keep ing the  n ig h t bonus, 
b u t freez ing  i t  a t the  present leve l. 
M an y  m em bers s t i l l  fou nd  the 
con trac t’s d u ra tio n  o f th ree  years 
p a r t ic u la r ly  ob jectionable. They 
fe lt  i t  w o u ld  n a il the  un io n  down 
to  recession-level wages even i f  
the  com pany en joyed unprece­
dented p ro sp e rity  d u rin g  the 

( th re e -ye a r period.

dependence and socia lis t democ­
racy.

Cuba, too, was a sa te llite  —  a 
sa te llite  o f U.S. im p e ria lism . 
There, too, the  w o rke rs  and fa rm ­
ers rose in  strugg le , in  th is  case 
v ic to rio u s ly , fo r  th e ir  indepen­
dence.

■Now W ashing ton is t ry in g  to  
accom plish in  Cuba w h a t the 
K re m lin  d id  in  H u n g a ry  —  crush 
an in su rg en t people and restore 
th e ir  c o u n try  to  its  p rev ious sate l­
l i te  status. To achieve th is , Cuban 
cou n te rre vo lu tion a rie s  and m e r­
cenaries, financed and arm ed b y  
the  C e n tra l In te llig e n ce  Agency, 
are launched against the shores 
o f the  sm a ll coun try .

W ash ing ton co lum n is t D re w  
Pearson rece n tly  repo rted  th a t 
P res iden t K ennedy in  ad m ira tio n  
o f Stevenson’s g lib  perform ances 
in  the  UN , exc la im ed “ T h a t 
Stevenson has the  nerve o f a 
b u rg la r .”  T h is  is appa ren tly , and 
qu ite  ap p ro p ria te ly , the  u ltim a te  
in  pra ise th a t the head o f th is  ad­
m in is tra t io n  can bestow on those 
w ho  c a rry  ou t its  fo re ig n  po licy . 
In  h is  debate w ith  D r. Roa, S tev­
enson has am p ly  dem onstra ted ju s t 
w h a t K ennedy m eant.

In  these w ays you  can pro tect 
the  in te rests o f bo th  the  em ployed 
and unem ployed w orkers .

T he  second th in g  I ’d  say to  the  
delegates is th is :

Don’t  le t  anybody ta lk  you  ou t 
o f adop ting  a m il i ta n t  p ro g ra m  on 
the  g round th a t the re  is a reces­
sion th is  yea r and the re fo re  i t  is  
a “ poor c lim a te ”  fo r  co llec tive  
ba rga in ing .

W a lte r R euthe r used th is  a rg u ­
m en t in  1958 to de feat the  sup­
po rte rs  o f the  f ig h t  fo r  a sho rte r 
w eek th a t year. H e w i l l  p ro b ­
a b ly  use i t  again th is  year.

B u t i t ’s an a lib i, a p re te x t fo r  
dodg ing  a f ig h t,  n o t a so lid  a rg u ­
m ent. The b iggest and m ost im ­
p o rta n t gains the  un ions have w on 
in  m odem  tim es w e re  m ade d u r ­
in g  the  1930’s —  a tim e  o f re a l 
depression. I f  w e cou ld m ake sub­
s ta n tia l gains then, w e can in  
1961 too.

W h a t’s needed is the  w i l l  to  
f ig h t, n o t excuses fo r  n o t f ig h tin g .

M oreover, the  p res iden t o f A vco  
C orpo ra tion  in tim a te d  p recise ly  
th a t w hen he p u b lic ly  boasted th a t 
S tra tfo rd  (m ean ing Lyco m in g ) 
w o u ld  become an im p o rta n t m is ­
sile  center. L yco m in g  is a h ig h ly  
p r iv ile g e d  com pany, free  o f com ­
pe titio n , subsid ized b y  the  gove rn ­
m en t on a cost-p lus basis, and 
w ith  l i t t le  ta x a tio n  on equ ipm en t 
and p lan t. I ts  defense contracts 
leave n o th in g  to  be desired —  
q u ite  a lu c ra tiv e  business.

F o r exam ple: In  the  f i r s t  n ine  
m onths o f 1960, earn ings o f A vco  
Corp. rose 17% on a sales ga in  o f 
9% . E arn ings am ounted to  $7,318,- 
365, equa l to  71 cents com pared 
w ith  61 cents in  1959. A vco  stock­
ho lders rea lized  $2,101,806 o r 20 
cents a share on sales o f $75,170,- 
631. In  1959, $2,101,806 o r 20 cents 
on sales o f $74,810,950.

Despite  a l l th is , F red  East, the 
un ion  president, argued * th a t i t  
was the  best con tract th a t the  
un ion  cou ld have go tten  a t th is  
tim e  because o f the  recession, th a t 
th is  is a “ c r it ic a lly  depressed 
area”  and th a t the  m em bers should 
be g lad th a t a t least th e y  s t i l l  have 
jobs. T he re  w ere  protests fro m  
the m em bers —  q u ite  a lo t  —  b u t 
u n fo rtu n a te ly  the  w in n in g  psy­
cho log ica l m om ent had been lost. 
The m em bersh ip was now  sp lit, 
w h ic h  is e xa c tly  w h a t the  com ­
pany w anted. F in a lly , a fte r  a 
le n g th y  p ro  and con discussion, 
the  v o tin g  too k  place. The o u t­
come, b y  a bare  m a jo r ity , was to 
accept the  con tract.

How to Elect UA W  Officers
D e tro it, M ich .

U A W ’s P re s id e n t W a lte r R euthe r 
has been g e ttin g  q u ite  a fe w  w r ite ­
ups in  the  co rp o ra tion -co n tro lled  
newspapers. Seems he’s be ing  
fea thered w ith  a s ilk  glove. The 
D e tro it  F ree Press, fo r  instance, 
ra n  an e d ito r ia l A p r i l  12 tit le d , 
M r. R euthe r E x h ib its  a T im e ly  
G enera lsh ip . I t  begins: “ E v e ry ­
body  w i l l  applaud U A W  P res iden t 
W a lte r R eu the r’s assurance o f a 
m odera te approach in  the  fo r th ­
com ing con trac t nego tia tions w ith  
the  m a jo r au tom ob ile  m anu fac­
tu re rs .”

I  have fou nd  out, and m ost 
w o rke rs  w i l l  agree, th a t d ip lo m acy 
breeds co llus ion ! U n d e r a class- 
type  society, un de r cap ita lism , i t ’s 
a dog-eat-dog system. T he  tem p­
ta tio n  fo r  personal ga in  is  g rea t 
fo r  “ po rkchop oppo rtun is ts ”  w hen 
the  corpora tions feed the b a it  d ip ­
lo m a tica lly ' b y  w ean ing  the  ste­
w a rds  and com m itteem en w ith  
freedom  o f the  p lan t, e x tra  ove r­
tim e , p ro m o tio n  to  superv is ion , etc.

The bu rea ucra tic  In te rn a tio n a ls  
k n o w  about the  stagnation  o f the  
lo ca l un ions b u t are in d if fe re n t to  
i t  because th e y  are op e ra ting  in  
a lik e  p a tte rn  themselves. The 
de te rio ra tio n  o f m ost un ions is in ­
ev itab le  in  v ie w  o f b ig  business’ 
psycho log ica l inducem ents to  p e r­
sonal ga in  th ro u g h  in flue nce  and 
po w e r o f w h ic h  m oney is the roo t 
o f con tro l.

T oday the  ra n k -a n d - f ile  w o rk ­
ers fee l som eth ing is lost. M ost 
o f them  are a fra id  and confused 
and have, lo s t fa ith  and in te res t 
in  a tten d in g  genera l m eetings be­
cause o f the  lo ng  d ra w n o u t a rg u ­
m ents o f the po rkchop  p o litic ia n s  
w ho  don’t  w a n t la rge  attendance 
because in  u n ity  o f num bers the re  
is s treng th  th a t m ay  h o t be con­
tro lle d .

W a lte r R e u the r is  a fra id  o f a 
con s titu tio n a l change th a t is be ing 
pressured b y  a g roup  o f dedicated 
U A W  w o rke rs  fo r  the  com ing con­
ven tion . I t  ca lls fo r  a R eferendum  
V ote  b y  the  m em bers to  e lect a l l 
in te rn a tio n a l o ffice rs , in c lu d in g  the 
president, instead o f b y  the  con­
ve n tio n  delegates w h o  are la rg e ly  
con tro lled  b y  R euther.

T h a t w a y  w e can screen o u t the 
u n e th ica l elem ents and m ake w a y  
fo r  p o te n tia l un io n  leaders w ho  
dem onstra te b y  deeds th e ir  s in ­
c e r ity  to  the  la b o r m ovem ent. 
M il ita n c y  should neve r be de­
stroyed o r rep laced b y  “ d ip lo ­
m acy”  as th e  corpora tions never 
have o r neve r w i l l  sub m it to  de­
m ands w ith o u t the  th re a t o f s tr ik e  
action.

A.K.

To Better a Crazy World
Nescopeck, Pa.

I ’m  w ith  you ! The  M il ita n t  is 
exce lle n t in  p o rtra y in g  facts the 
b u lk  o f the  “ fre e ”  press decides 
the  p u b lic  need n o t kn o w . B u t I  
agree w ith  “ R .W .”  in  h is  M a rch  
27 le tte r  th a t y o u r  quotes fro m  
the  Tim es, e t al, serve to  augm ent 
and in  t ru th  I ’ve become a c lip ­
p in g  hound.

I ’ve saved some v e ry  in te re s t­
in g  item s, m o s tly  the  Sunday 
Tim es. T h e ir  Business Section is 
a constant source o f en lig h te n ­
m ent. I t  is  so obvious th a t the  
d o lla r  is  the p r im e  m o tiv a tin g  
fo rce  the re in .

I ’m  a lw ays re fe r r in g  to  m y  
encycloped ia and h is to ry  books. 
N a iv e ly  th o u g h t I  kn e w  a t least 
U.S. h is to ry  fro m  school days b u t 
I  su re ly  neve r rea lized  a ll the 
“ land ings”  o u r M arines  m ade and 
th e ir  overextended v is its .

A n y h o w  m y  p rim e  m o tiv e  is  the 
b e tte rm e n t o f th is  crazy w o r ld . 
T hanks to  y o u r paper m aybe I ’l l  
f in d  a w a y  to  con trib u te  to  th is  
end.

H e re ’s $3 fo r  m y  renew a l 
(please don ’t  le t  me m iss a copy) 
and $1.50 spare (h a !) change fo r  
y o u r fun d .

M .C .

Why Militancy Dwindled
St. C la ir  Shores, M ich .

A l l  the un ion  papers I  get seem 
to  be ru n n in g  a rtic les  re g re ttin g  
th a t the  w o rke rs  do n o t have the  
m il ita n t  s p ir it  th e y  had 25 o r so 
years ago. B u t the o n ly  reason 
the y  o ffe r  fo r  th is  is th a t the  
w o rke rs  are so m uch b e tte r o f f  
and the younger ones don’t  k n o w  
about cond itions be fore the  C IO  
began.

The fa c t is  th a t a round  1935, 
eve ry  p la n t th a t was organized 
had a cen ter o f dedicated socialists 
w h o  kn e w  th a t the re  w as a class 
strugg le  and th a t i t  had to  be w on  
o r lost. T hey  kn e w  the  class s trug ­
g le  was w o rth  f ig h t in g  and d y in g  
fo r.

B u t now  the  leadersh ip  o f the  
un ions has been taken ove r b y  
pro fessionals and leadersh ip  has 
become a profession. The leader­
sh ip te lls  the  w o rke rs  the re  is  no 
class s trugg le  —  to  say th a t is 
ju s t  a b i t  o f red  propaganda. The 
in te rests o f la b o r and m anage­
m ent, the  leaders say, are id en ­
tica l. L a b o r supports  cap ita lism , 
the re  is n o th in g  w ro n g  w i th  the  
system th a t can’t  be taken care 
o f b y  a th ree  p e r cent increase in  
the  n e x t con tract.

I f  the  system  is as “ good”  as 
a l l  th a t and the w o rk e rs  are so 
ne a r pe rfe c t cond itions, w h y  
should th e y  r is k  th e ir  lives, jobs, 
homes in  a lo ng  s tr ik e  fo r  a th ree 
pe r cent ra ise th a t w i l l  be con­
sum ed b y  increased l iv in g  costs 
in  the  f i r s t  qua rte r?

Jus t how  m uch “ b e tte r o f f ”  are 
the  w o rke rs  a fte r  25 years? W e 
organ ized the C IO  to  “ get fo r  the 
w o rk e r  a la rg e r share o f the  p ro d ­
u c t o f h is  to il . ”  In  1939, be fore  
the  C IO  negotia ted its  f i r s t  raise, 
the Census B ureau  rep o rted  th a t 
wages and salaries w e re  64 pe r 
cent o f the  n a tio n a l incom e. T o ­
day, wages and salaries are around 
55 pe r cent o f the  n a tio n a l incom e 
and the  p ro p o rtio n  o f the  popu la ­
t io n  l iv in g  on wages and salaries 
is a lo t  h ig h e r th a n  i t  w as in  
1939. The w o rk e r  is  g e ttin g  a 
sm alle r, n o t la rge r, share o f the  
p ro d u c t tha n  he d id  then.

The w o rke rs  have  the same 
capac ity  to  f ig h t  fo r  a w o rth w h ile  
purpose th a t the y  d id  in  1935. B u t 
the ra n k  and f i le  fe e l th e y  have 
been led  up  a b lin d  a lle y  in du s­
t r ia l ly  and p o lit ic a lly  fo r  a gen­
era tion . Even the  least educated 
now  rea lize  th a t the  D ix ic ra t  
co a litio n  has tu rn e d  the  so-ca lled  
tw o -p a r ty  system in to  a th re e -w a y  
she ll game.

F ra n k  B. T u tt le

Kennedy's Lost Horizon
Chicago, 111.

Enclosed is m oney o rd e r fo r  
$2.50. O f th is  $1.25 is  fo r  a yea r’s 
subscrip tion  to  the  In te rn a tio n a l 
S ocia lis t R eview . K eep the balance 
fo r  the  expenses in vo lve d  in  p u b ­
lic a tio n  o f the M ilita n t .

W o u ld  lik e  to  g ive  m ore  b u t  a t 
p resent am  unem ployed, l ik e  so 
m an y  others.

O ccasiona lly  the  state em p loy­
m en t o ffices have jobs  fo r  a fe w  
—  th a t is, those th a t s t i l l  have 
a l l th e ir  tee th  and are n o t g ra y  
a round  the  tem ples. T o  a l l  ap­
pearances the y  are a fte r  a young 
horse. B u t in  20 years these too 
w i l l  be d iscarded.

Such is  l i fe  in  o u r tim es. The 
governm ent is a l l  o u t to  assist b ig  
business. L e t us a l l w is h  th a t the 
N ew  F ro n tie r  doesn’t  bog dow n 
and become K en ne dy ’s L o s t H o r i­
zon.

1 S.T.R.

Thought for the Week
“ Rep. F ranc is  E. W a lte r, D -P a., says the K ennedy a d m in is tra tio n  

has been m ore cooperative w ith  the -H ou se  U n -A m e rica n  A c tiv it ie s  
C om m ittee  tha n  was the E isenhow er a d m in is tra t io n . W a lte r, cha irm an  
o f the com m ittee , has been able to ob ta in  in fo rm a tio n  p re v io u s ly  re ­
fused i t . ”  —  A n  A p r i l  3 Â F  dispatch.

Two Stevensons and One Roa
i  t

Auto Local Muffs Opportunity at Avco Corp.
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First Man in Space
W hen , M a j.  Y u r i  G a g a r in  w a s  to ld  th a t  th e  s ig n a l to  b la s t 

o f f  w a s  a b o u t to  be  g iv e n , he  re sp o n d e d  f r o m  in s id e  h is  space 
c a b in  w i t h  tw o  w o rd s , “ le t ’s go .”

A  fe w  m in u te s  la te r ,  as th e  ro c k e t eng ines  c u t o f f  a n d  he  
e n te re d  o u te r  space a t 17,000 m ile s  a n  h o u r , h e  lo o k e d  b a c k  a t 
th e  e a r th  th ro u g h  h is  p o r t  h o le . T h e  S o v ie t s c ie n tis ts  o b s e rv in g  
h im  on  te le v is io n  screens h e a rd  h im  e x c la im , “ H o w  b e a u t i fu l  i t  
lo o k s !”

T hese  w e re  m a n ’s f i r s t  w o rd s  o n  see ing  o u r  p la n e t f r o m  a 
space sh ip .

“ T h e  s k y  lo o k e d  q u ite  b la c k , ”  G a g a r in  la te r  to ld  re p o r te rs ;  
“ th e  s ta rs  a re  b r ig h te r  a n d  th e  e a r th  h a d  a b e a u t i fu l  h a lo  . . . .  I  
h a d  a v ie w  o f  th e  s u n ’s ra y s  pa ss in g  th ro u g h  th e  e a r th ’s a tm o s ­
p h e re . C lose to  th e  e a r th , th e  c o lo r  w as  a l ig h t  o ra n g e .”

T h e  o p p o r tu n ity  f o r  s ig h t-s e e in g  w h i le  f lo a t in g  in  a s ta te  
o f w e ig h tle ssn e ss  d id  n o t  la s t lo n g . T h e  S o v ie t co s m o n a u t c irc le d  
th e  g lo b e  a n d  w a s  b a c k  on  g ro u n d  108 m in u te s  a f te r  d e p a r tu re  
—  a l i t t l e  lo n g e r  th a n  a v e ra g e  c o m m u tin g  t im e  fo r  m a n y  w o rk e rs .

T h e 't r ip  c a u g h t th e  im a g in a t io n  o f  th e  w o r ld .  H u m a n  e x p e r i­
ence n o w  a c tu a lly  in c lu d e s  lo o k in g  b a c k  a t th is  p la n e t f r o m  th e  
o u ts id e . W h a t a re m a rk a b le  b a l l  i t  is ! T h e  r ig h t  d is ta n c e  f r o m  
th e  sun , th e  r ig h t  a m o u n t o f  s p in  a ro u n d  an  a x is  in  th e  r ig h t  
d ire c t io n ,  m o d e ra te  a l te rn a t in g  p e r io d s  o f  s u n lig h t  a n d  sha do w , 
w e ll- a d ju s te d  le v e ls  o f  ocean a n d  la n d , a b a la n c e d  a tm o sp h e re  
o f  o x y g e n , n itro g e n  a n d  c a rb o n  d io x id e  —  th e  w h o le  re m a rk a b le  
c o m b in a t io n  necessa ry  f o r  l i f e  as w e  k n o w  i t .  H o w  b e a u t i fu l  i t  
r e a l ly  4s !

A n d  w h a t  m il le n iu m s  o f  b i t t e r l y  w o n  k n o w le d g e  a n d  te c h ­
n o lo g ic a l e x p e r ie n c e  s ta n d  b e h in d  th is  1 0 8 -m in u te  a c h ie v e m e n t 
o f  A p r i l  12! I n  h a i l in g  th e  S o v ie t p i lo t ,  h u m a n ity  w a s  a lso  h a i l ­
in g  th e  u n re c o rd e d  gen iuses  a m o n g  o u r  re m o te  ances to rs  w h o  f i r s t  
c h ip p e d  f la k e s  f r o m  a f l i n t  a n d  b u i l t  a f i r e  a c c o rd in g  to  p la n . T h e  
m in d  th a t  g ra sp e d  th e  d iffe re n c e  b e tw e e n  th e  d ra g  a n d  th e  w h e e l, 
a n d  a l l  th e  c ra fts m e n , e n g in e e rs , g e o m e tr ic ia n s  a n d  m a th e m a t i­
c ia n s  o f  p a s t ages w e re  re p re s e n te d  in  a w a y  in  th e  S o v ie t space 
v e h ic le .

I t  w a s  f i t t i n g  th a t  th e  b re a k - th ro u g h  o n  th e  space f r o n t ie r  
f e l l  to  th e  h o n o r o f  th e  S o v ie t U n io n . T o  th e  g re a t b u lk  o f  m a n ­
k in d ,  w h o  l iv e  in  p o v e r ty - s t r ic k e n ,  b a c k w a rd , u n d e rd e v e lo p e d  
areas, i t  w a s  a n o th e r  re m in d e r  —  an  e x c e e d in g ly  g ra p h ic  r e ­
m in d e r  —  th a t  n o  n a tu r a l la w  co m p e ls  th e m  to  fo l lo w  p a in fu l ly  
in  th e  fo o ts te p s  o f  th e  f i r s t  c a p ita l is t  n a tio n s . T h e y  a re  n o t  co n ­
d e m n e d  to  d ra g g in g  in  th e  re a r  fo re v e r .

O n ly  44 y e a rs  ago R u ss ia  w a s  one o f  th e  m o s t b a c k w a rd  a n d  
p r im it iv e ,  o f  c o u n tr ie s . F o r  y e a rs  i t  w a s  c u s to m a ry  in  te c h n o lo g ­
ic a l ly  a d va n ce d  c o u n tr ie s  l ik e  th e  U n ite d  S ta tes  to  m a k e  c ru d e  
jo k e s  a b o u t R u ss ia n  peasan ts  r u in in g  o rd in a ry  t ra c to rs  th e y  t r ie d  
to  d r iv e .  H o w  r id ic u lo u s  th e  A m e r ic a n  r id ic u le  o f  R u ss ia n  k n o w ­
h o w  appears  to d a y !

T h e  fa c t  is  —  a n d  th e  S o v ie t U n io n  has p ro v e d  i t  b e y o n d  a l l  
a rg u m e n t —  th a t  pe op les  s t i l l  f a r  b e h in d  c a p ita l is t  le v e ls  can 
ta k e  o v e r  th e  m o s t m o d e rn  sc ience a n d  u t i l iz e  i t  to  le a p  o v e r  
stages th a t  re q u ire d  o th e r  c o u n tr ie s  decades a n d  e ve n  c e n tu r ie s  
o f c ra w lin g .  T h e  lessons o f h is to r y  spe ak  w i t h  th e  g re a te s t 
o p t im is m  fo r  th e  f u tu r e  o f  th e  peop les  in  th e  u n d e rd e v e lo p e d  
areas.

W h a t w a s  th e  sec re t o f  th e  S o v ie t success? W h e n  th e  S o v ie t 
U n io n  p ro d u c e d  its  o w n  a to m ic  b o m b  y e a rs  b e fo re  th e  m il i ta r is ts  
o f  th e  W e s te rn  p o w e rs  exp ec ted , th e y  b la m e d  i t  o n  “ sp ies.”  P a r t  
o f  th e  “ p ro o f”  w a s  th e  e le c tro c u tio n  o f  th e  R osenbergs a n d  th e  
im p r is o n m e n t o f  M o r to n  S o b e ll.

T h e  “ s p y ”  e x p la n a t io n  lo s t e ve n  th e  sem b la nce  o f  p la u s ib i l i t y  
w h e n  th e  S o v ie t U n io n  p u t  th e  f i r s t  s p u tn ik  in to  o r b i t  in  1957. 
I f  R u ss ia n  spies s to le  “ o u r  s e c re t”  to  a s p u tn ik ,  h o w  com e th e  
sec re t w a s  n e v e r  p u t  in to  use b y  th e  U n ite d  S ta tes?

K e n n e d y  e n v io u s ly  suggests th a t  th e  sec re t o f  th e  S o v ie t 
success w a s  ju s t  lu c k  in  s tu m b lin g  o n to  a n e w  ro c k e t  fu e l o f 
e n o rm o u s  p o w e r. O th e rs  t a lk  a b o u t th e  c a p a c ity  o f  th e  S o v ie t 
U n io n  to  c o n c e n tra te  m a jo r  e f fo r ts  in  a n a r ro w  f ie ld .

T h e  re a l sec re t is  th e  p la n n e d  eco n o m y  e n jo y e d  b y  th e  S o v ie t 
U n io n . T h e  S o v ie t  p e o p le  h a v e  a ra t io n a l eco n o m ic  sys te m  to  
w h ic h  ra t io n a l sc ience  c a n  be  geared . T h is  is  th e  g is t  o f  th e  m a tte r .  
T h e  fa c t  th a t  th e  p la n n e d  e co n o m y  has m a n y  fa u lts ,  th a t  i t  c o u ld  
be  r u n  m o re  e f f ic ie n t ly  a n d  in  a less c o s t ly  w a y  w i th o u t  a b u re a u ­
c ra t ic  caste  does n o t  d is p ro v e  th is .  I t  o n ly  show s w h a t  p o w e r  
res ides  in  a p la n n e d  e co n o m y  a n d  h o w  m u c h  m o re  e f fe c t iv e  i t  
w o u ld  be  i f  i t  w e re  r u n  d e m o c ra t ic a lly  o r  h a d  a v a ila b le  te c h n ic a l 
reso u rce s  l i k e  ou rs .

P ro le ta r ia n  d e m o c ra c y  in  th e  S o v ie t U n io n , w e  a c k n o w le d g e , 
s u f fe re d  e c lip se  a f te r  i ts  b r ig h t  p ro m is e  in  th e  days  o f  L e n in  a n d  
T ro ts k y .  B u t  th e  lo n g  n ig h t  o f  S ta lin is m , w e  th in k ,  is  c o m in g  to  
an  end . A  c o u n try  so ad va n ce d  in  its  te c h n o lo g y  as th e  S o v ie t 
U n io n  c a n n o t lo n g  e n d u re  th e  re tro g re s s io n  i t  s u ffe re d  in  d e m o ­
c ra t ic  fo rm s  a n d  p ra c tice s .

H o w e v e r, t h a t ’s f o r  th e  S o v ie t w o rk e rs  a n d  peasan ts  to  de­
c id e . W e  h a v e  o u r  b w n  p ro b le m s  a n d  th e  fo re m o s t one  is  A m e r ­
ic a ’s c r y in g  n e ed  f o r  a p la n n e d  eco no m y. A m e r ic a n s , too , a re  
e n t i t le d  to , b e  a b le  to  p u t  m o d e rn  sc ie nce  to  m o s t e f fe c t iv e  use. 
“ L e t ’s g o !”

...'It Was an Aggression'
(C ontinued  fro m  Page 2)

th a t F id e l Castro was supported 
b y  the  G overnm en t o f the  U n ite d  
States in  o v e rth ro w in g  the  B a tis ta  
ty ra n n y , I  do n o t th in k  i t  deserves 
com m ent. I t  is  as fa r  f ro m  the 
t ru th  as the  U n ite d  States rockets 
are fro m  the moon. S u ffice  i t  to  
say th a t the  Cuban re v o lu tio n  was 
neve r fo r  sale.

A s  can be gathered fro m  the 
in fo rm a tio n  and com m entaries in  
the  A m e rica n  Press, fo r  a w eek a 
debate has taken  place w ith in  the 
G overnm en t about the  a ttitud es  to 
be fo llo w e d  reg a rd ing  the invas ion 
o f Cuba and its  concealm ent. The 
statem ents o f P res iden t K ennedy 
p rove  th a t the  W h ite  House has 
decided to  keep to  fo rm  and c a rry  
ou t the  p lans o f aggression o f the 
Pentagon and the  C e n tra l In te l l i ­
gence Agency. These statem ents 
became t r u ly  s ig n if ic a n t in  the  
daw n o f A p r i l  15, w hen p ira te  a ir ­
c ra ft, f lo w n  b y  m ercenaries in  the 
service o f the  U n ite d  States G ov­
ernm ent, bom bed and s tra fed  the 
ca p ita l o f Cuba and the  c ities o f 
San A n to n io  de los Banos and 
Santiago. T h is  episode has been 
surrounded w ith  s in g u la r c y n i­
cism . T h is  is n o t the  f ir s t  tim e  
th a t the  h ig h  regents o f the  em ­
p ire  have taken  re fuge in  lies. The 
recent episode o f the U -2  shows 
th a t th is  is  an o ld  s to ry . I t  was 
an aggression clo thed in  ca lum ny.

O ff ic ia l U n ite d  States p ropa ­
ganda and o ffic ia ls  o f the U n ite d  
States G overnm en t stated th a t the  
a ttackers w ere  m em bers o f the  
R e vo lu tio n a ry  A i r  Force o f Cuba 
w h o  had rebe lled  against the  G ov­
ernm en t and, in  in subord ina tion , 
had bom bed and stra fed  the  a fo re ­
m en tioned c ities be fore  le av in g  
Cuba.

A n  abom inab le  s to ry  has been 
concocted abou t the  events th a t 
too k  place, in  o rd e r to  h ide  the  
tru e  re s p o n s ib ility  o f the  G ove rn­
m e n t in  W ashing ton. The names 
o f the  c r im in a ls  have been con­
cealed. The a irc ra ft  w h ic h  landed 
in  M ia m i and K e y  W est w e re  no t 
id e n tifie d . The newspapers on 
A p r i l  16, as w ith  one voice, p u b ­
lished  the sta tem ent o f the State 
D e pa rtm en t to  the e ffec t tha t, i f  
the  a irc ra ft  belonged to  the Cas­
tro  forces, the y  w o u ld  be re tu rn ed .

D ear Reader:
As you can see, th is  issue o f the  

M il ita n t  has e igh t pages —  e igh t 
pages o f t r u th  about the Cuban 
re v o lu tio n  and the co u n te rre vo lu ­
t io n a ry  a ttack  w h ic h  began w ith  
the bo m bing  o f th ree  a irp o rts  on 
A p r i l  15.

The co u n te rre vo lu tio n a ry  coun­
c il, w ith  headquarters r ig h t  here 
in  N ew  Y o rk , is  spearheading th a t 
invas ion  w ith  the  fin a n c ia l and 
m a te ria l he lp  o f A m erican  im ­
p e ria lism .

R e vo lu tio n a ry  socialists in  th is  
c o u n try  are ex te nd ing  themselves 
to  the extrem e o f th e ir  lim ite d  
resources to  support the  Cuban 
w o rke rs  and th e ir  re v o lu tio n a ry  
r ig h ts . The m ost im p o rta n t w ea­
pon in  the  f ig h t  to  h e lp  the  Cuban 
re v o lu tio n  is the  tru th .

T h a t is w h y  there  are e igh t 
pages in  th is  issue o f The M ilita n t.  
T h a t is w h y  w e  are ge tting  bu t a  
new  pam ph le t on Cuba. T h a t is 
w h y  w e m ust re p r in t  Joe Hansen’s 
va lua b le  pam ph le t, The T ru th  
A b o u t Cuba.

T h a t is w h y  w e m ust send 
speakers th rou gh ou t the  coun try .

A l l  th is  takes m oney —  a lo t o f 
m oney. W e cou ldn ’t  a ffo rd  these 
e x tra  fo u r  pages b u t w e d id  i t  
anyw ay. W e do n o t have the funds  
to pu b lish  e ith e r o f the  tw o  pam ­
ph le ts  I  m entioned, b u t w e  are 
go ing to  do i t  anyw ay. R e vo lu tio n ­
a ry  socialists do w h a t is  necessary 
w hen  i t  is necessary.

T he  t ru th  w i l l  he lp  the  Cuban 
re v o lu tio n . A r id  you  can he lp  us

The Press S ecre tary o f the  
W h ite  House stated th a t the G ov­
e rn m en t o f the  U n ite d  States s t i l l  
does n o t kn o w  w h e the r these m i l i ­
ta ry  planes th a t landed in  M ia m i 
are to  be handed back. T he  re p ­
resen ta tive  o f the  U n ite d  States 
announced to  the P o lit ic a l Com ­
m itte e  a t the m ee ting  o f A p r i l  15 
th a t the  necessary orders had been 
g iven  to  confiscate the  Cuban 
planes th a t landed in  F lo r id a , and 
w o u ld  no t be a llow ed  to  take  o f f  
to  re tu rn  to  Cuba.

To a ll these dec la ra tions the  
de legation o f Cuba m ust re p ly  
w ith  th is  s ta tem ent made yeste r­
day b y  P rim e  M in is te r  F id e l Cas­
tro  .be fore the graves o f the v ic ­
tim s  —  a statem ent th a t was made 
to  thousands o f Cubans. “ I  can see 
th a t P resident K ennedy m ust have 
some atom  o f shame, and th a t i f  
th is  be the case, the  R e vo lu tio n ­
a ry  G ove rnm en t o f  Cuba before 
the  w o r ld  challenges h im  to  p re ­
sent to  the  U n ite d  N a tions  the 
p ilo ts  and planes th a t he said le f t  
C uban te r r ito ry .”

T he m ach in e ry  o f m il i ta r y  in v a ­
sion is a lrea dy  ro llin g . T h is  m o rn ­
in g  the m ercena ry  forces o f the 
G ove rnm en t o f the  U n ite d  States, 
com ing fro m  F lo r id a  and G uate­
m ala, have s tra fed  n a tio n a l te r r i­
to ry  in  d iffe re n t places, and now  
the y  are c a rry in g  o u t a ll types o f 
a ttacks and dogfights. W o rld  p u b ­
l ic  o p in ion  has w a tched these 
m ercenaries be ing  assisted and 
encouraged, p a id  fo r  and re v ic ­
tua led  . . . .

T he  Cuban people do n o t stand 
alone. The peoples o f the  e n tire  
w o r ld  have cherished the Cuban 
idea l as th e ir  ow n. “ T he  cause o f 
Cuba is th e ir  cause,”  as Lázaro  
Cárdenas said w h en  he "inaugu­
ra ted  the  conference fo r  na tio n a l 
sovere ignty, econom ic independ­
ence and peace in  M ex ico  —  and 
th is  cause is in v in c ib le  because i t  
is  fed  b y  the  l iv in g  cu rre n ts  o f 
h is to ry , and because the  people do 
n o t surrender, n o r are th e y  sold. 
The day o f im p e ria lis m  is over. 
The daw n o f the under-deve loped  
countries  and the  co lon ia l coun­
tr ie s  has how  broken , and the 
resp lendent rays o f th is  new  daw n 
are v is ib le  a ll ove r the  horizon.

D id  the  de legation o f the  U n it -

spread th a t tru th . One o f ou r 
c o n trib u to rs  th is  w eek said, “ I  am 
p u ttin g  m y  m oney w here  m y  
m ou th  is,”  w hen she sent in  a con­
t r ib u t io n  ou t o f h e r unem p loym ent 
check. T h is  is p u ttin g  i t  as suc­
c in c tly  as possible. I  hope a lo t  
o f you fo llo w  h e r advice.

M a rv e l Scholl, D ire c to r
F und  Cam paign 

P.S. Y ou  can send y o u r c o n trib u ­
t io n  to  the S oc ia lis t Fund , 116 
U n iv e rs ity  Place, N ew  Y o rk  3, N .Y .

ed States n o t tu rn  a deaf ear to  
the  re ve rb e ra tin g  jo y  o f n a tio n a l­
ism  in- L a t in  A m erica? D id  ‘th e y  
become unaw are  Of the  g rea t de­
sire th a t was expressed a l l -  oye r 
L a t in  A m erica  fro m  San A n to n io  
de los Banos to  the  R ip  G rande? 
D o the y  n o t kn o w  th a t L a t in  
A m erica  is  a g reat f ire  th a t is  n o w  
rag in g  fo r  na tiona lism ? I  so lem n ly  
accuse the G overnm en t , o f the  
U n ite d  States here a t th e  P o lit ic a l 
C om m ittee  o f the  U n ite d  Nation's 
and in  the w o r ld  conscience o f 
ha v in g  unleashed a  w a r o f in v a ­
sion against Cuba' to  take  ove r itjs 
resources, lands, p lan ts  and tra n s ­
ports , and b r in g  i t  back to  its  ap­
p ro p ria te  pos ition  o f a satellite., o f 
A m e rica n  im p e ria lis m , . ' 1

T he C uban de legation  accuses 
the  G overnm en t, o f the, U n ite d  
States o f the in te rn a tio n a l c r iin e  
o f. aggression, and , dem ands of 
the  U n ite d  N a tions the  adop tion  of 
rap id , e ff ic ie n t and de te rm ined  
measures to  avo id  these p lans 'to  
aggression be ing consum m ated dad  
th is  in te rv e n tio n  be ing  c a rrie d  nti!> 
th a t w e have so lem n ly  denounced. 
In te rn a tio n a l peace and s e cu rity  
are in  grave danger a t these m o­
m ents . . . .

T h is  is  the  m ir ro r  w e  h o ld  up  
to  the  L a t in  A m erican , A fr ic a n  
and A s ian  peoples. The im p e r ia l­
ism  o f the  U n ited  States is go ing  
to  pun ish  in  Cuba the  desires 
shown b y  the  Cubans to  create a 
progressive and independent li fe .  
T he R e vo lu tio n a ry  G o ve rn m e n t1 o f 
Cuba has repea ted ly  show n its  
eagerness th rou gh  ne go tia tion  O f a  
b ila te ra l n a tu re  to  se ttle  its 'p ro b ­
lem s on an equa l foo ting , and w ith  
an open agenda, and thus se ttle  
its  serious d iffe rences w ith  th e  
G overnm en t o f the U n ite d ’ States.

T he  re p ly  o f ‘ the  U n ite d  States 
has ba s ica lly  been the . samer 
des truc tion  o r subm ission. Cuba 
has the r ig h t  to  liv e  in  peace. Cuba 
has the  r ig h t  to  be le f t  in  peade. 
B u t ins tead o f le tt in g  us liv e  in, 
peace, the  im p e ria lis t G ove rnm en t 
o f the U n ited  States has exported  
w a r  to  us. A  unan im ous c la m or 
today shakes the  e n tire  is land  o f 
Cuba. I t  resounds in  A m erica ,, and 
reverbera tes in  A s ia  and A fr ic a .

M y  t in y  and he ro ic  na tion , fs re ­
pea ting  and p ro v in g  a g a in .r f^ e  
he ro ic  s trugg le  o f D a v id  against 
G o lia th . A  so ld ie r o f th a t nobto 
cause on the ba ttleg round  o f in ­
te rn a tio n a l a ffa irs , m ay I  repea t 
th is  dec la ra tion  in  the  serious 
body o f the  U n ite d  N a tions —  
co u n try  o r death, b u t w e  *lsh 4 ll 
w in .

N. Y. May Day Rally
N E W  Y O R K  —  S o lid a r ity  w ith  

the  Cuban R e vo lu tion  and defense 
o f its  independence w i l l  be the  
c e n tra l them e o f a M ay  D ay cele­
b ra tio n  sponsored b y  the  S oc ia lis t 
W orke rs  p a r ty  and Y oung S ocia l­
is t A llia n ce . The ce lebra tion : w i l l  
be he ld  S a tu rday  evening, A p r i l  
29, a t 116 "U n iv e rs ity  P lace.
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Auto Workers CAN Win 30-Hour Week
t h e  MILITANT
M o n d a y , A p r i l  24, 1961 P r ic e  10c

By Fred Halstead
N E W  Y O R K  —  O ffic ia ls  o f the 

N e w  Y o rk  C ity  C e n tra l L a b o r 
C ounc il, A F L -C IO , and the  New  
Y o rk  C ity  Team sters J o in t C ounc il 
have set up  a com m ittee to study 
the  fo rm a tio n  o f a la b o r pa rty . 
T he  15-m an com m ittee  o f the 
h ighest o ff ic ia ls  o f un ions hav ing  
ove r one m il lio n  m em bers in  the 
c ity , has appo inted a group of 
la w ye rs  to  s tudy techn ica l aspects 
o f p u ttin g  a new  p a rty  on the b a l­
lo t  to  p a rtic ip a te  in  m un ic ipa l, 
s tate and na tio n a l elections.

T here  was no o ff ic ia l announce­
m en t abou t the  com m ittee ’s fo rm a ­
t io n  o r plans, b u t its  existence was 
acknow ledged b y  C e n tra l L a b o r 
C o u n c il P res iden t H a rry  V an  A rs -  
dàle, a fte r  news leaked to  the 
press A p r i l  12. A  closed session o f 
Team sters J o in t C ounc il 16, re p ­
resenting  60 locals in  th e  area m et 
A p r i l  11 and had g iven  “ 100 pe r­
cent sup po rt”  to the  independent 
la b o r p a r ty  p ro je c t, a u tho riz ing  
the  cou nc il’s president, John  J. 
O ’R ourke, to  s it on the  com m ittee.

Sentiment Overwhelm ing
V an A rsda le  refused to discuss 

de ta ils , b u t o th e r m em bers o f the 
com m ittee , accord ing to  the  A p r i l  
13 N ew  Y o rk  T im es, said th a t 
“ sen tim en t ins ide the group was 
o v e rw h e lm in g ly  in  fa v o r o f o r ­
gan iz ing  a new  p a r ty  in  t im e  to 
p a rtic ip a te  in  the m u n ic ip a l elec­
tions th is  fa ll . ”

“ W e fee l a p a r ty  in  w h ic h  the 
voté o f la b o r and lik e -m in d e d  
people in  the com m u n ity  can be 
counted is longer overdue,”  the 
T im es  quotes an u n id e n tif ie d  top 
u n io n is t as saying. “ W e are s ick 
and t ire d  o f be ing taken fo r  g ra n t­
ed, o f be ing  handed candidates we 
have  to take w ith o u t consu lta tion  
a n d  o f be ing ignored once the b a l­
lo t in g  is ove r.”

A n o th e r m em ber of the com ­
m itte e  said the g roup  is “ fed  up 
w ith  the  D em ocrats’ th in k in g  w e 
'have no o th e r place to go and the 
(Republicans’ th in k in g  we are a 
ita i l on the D em ocra tic  k ite .”

S eve ra l com m ittee  m em bers said 
th e  new  p a r ty  was n o t ju s t fo r  
un ion is ts  b u t w o u ld  be “ a ra lly in g  
g round  fo r  m em bers o f m in o r ity  
groups and others w ho  shared la ­
b o r’s basic ob jectives o f c iv ic  im ­
provem ent.”

T w o  m a jo r N ew  Y o rk  C ity  
un ions no t represented on the com -

Yes, Count Me In
The M ilita n t 
116 U n iv e rs ity  PI.
New Y o rk  3, N . Y .

Yes, I ’d l ik e  to  m ake sure 
I  get the  M il i ta n t  eve ry  week. 
C ount me in  fo r  a yea r’s sub­
sc rip tion . I  am  enclosing $3.

Nam e _

S tree t ...

C i t y ____

S ta te  -

-Zone__

m ittee  are the  In te rn a tio n a l Ladies 
G arm en t W orke rs  U n ion  and the 
U n ite d  Cap, H a t and M il l in e ry  
W orkers. O ffic ia ls  o f these un ions 
co n tro l the L ib e ra l P a r ty  w h ich  
has a lin e  on the  b a llo t in  N ew  
Y o rk  State. I t  endorses Dem o­
c ra tic  P a r ty  candidates fo r  ‘na­
t io n a l posts b u t occasionally sup­
po rts  a R epub lican o r independent 
candidate on the loca l le ve l in  an 
a ttem p t to p u t pressure on the b ig  
p o lit ic a l machines.

W he the r the  new  la b o r p a r ty  —  
i f  i t  is fo rm ed  —  w i l l  nom inate  its  
ow n candidates, independent o f 
the  co rp o ra tio n -co n tro lle d  parties, 
o r w h e the r i t  w i l l  fo llo w  the  L ib ­
e ra l P a rty  course rem ains to  be 
seen.

The A p r i l  16 New  Y o rk  Post in ­
te rp re ts  the new  m ove as an a t­
tem p t to save the s itua tion  fo r  the 
Dem ocrats in  the  com ing c ity  and 
state elections. R epub lican G ov­
e rn o r R o cke fe lle r has been ang ling  
fo r  L ib e ra l P a rty  suppo rt and i f  
he gets it ,  the Post reasons, a new  
la b o r p a r ty  lin e  on the  b a llo t 
m ig h t “ p ro tect the possib ly ex ­
posed le ft  f la n k  o f a D em ocratic 
candidate . . .”

In  any case, the un ion  leaders 
w ho  have been m ost c lose ly tied  
to  the D em ocra tic  m achine —  w ho 
are the  ones back ing  the new  
m ove —  recognize th a t th e ir  in ­
fluence w i l l  be increased to  the 
degree th a t they act independent­
ly .

“ W e are n o t m ad at anybody,”  
one un ion  head to ld  the Tim es. 
“ We are no t against the Dem o­
crats, the Republicans, the L ib e ra ls  
o r anybody else in  a specific  sense. 
W ha t w e are against is the no tion  
th a t we are a bunch o f id io ts , w ith  
no w o rth w h ile  ideas, w hom  the 
p o litic ia n s  can push around w ith ­
ou t w o rry in g  about the conse­
quences.”

Can Be Big Step
B u t i t  isn ’ t  go ing to do labo r 

m uch good to get a la b o r p a rty  
line  on the b a llo t i f  i t  is used ju s t 
to p u t the names o f Dem ocrats or 
R epub lican candidates there . I f  the 
new  p a r ty  is organized and runs 
its  ow n candidates on a p rogram  
f ra n k ly  pa rtisan  in  the  in te rests o f 
la b o r and the  m in o ritie s , i t  w i l l  be 
a h is to r ic  step fo rw a rd . I t  w ou ld  
also q u ic k ly  become the m a jo r 
p o lit ic a l fo rce  in  N ew  Y o rk . In  
any case, the New  Y o rk  step is 
w elcom e news, fo r  i t  con tribu tes 
to a b reak  on the p a rt o f labo r 
fro m  the D em ocra tic  P a rty  m a­
chine. The m ovem ent in  th is  d i­
rec tion  should be encouraged on 
the loca l leve l. Loca l un ions in  
N ew  Y o rk  can h a il the develop­
m ent, go on record suppo rting  the 
la b o r p a rty  idea, and ca ll on the 
com m ittee  to im p lem e n t i t  in  tim e 
fo r  the com ing elections.

The m em bers o f the la bo r p a rty  
s tudy com m ittee in c lud e  M o rr is  
Iushew itz , secre tary o f the C entra l 
L a b o r C ouncil, James C. Q uinn, 
its  treasu re r and P e te r J. Brennan, 
p res iden t o f the B u ild in g  Trades 
C ouncil. A lso  m em bers are top 
o ffice rs  o f three in te rn a tio n a l 
un ions: the T ransp o rt W orkers
U n ion , the B u ild in g  Service E m ­
ployees, and the  R e ta il; (Wholesale 
and D epa rtm en t Store W orkers.

B y A lb ert Phillips
D E T R O IT  —  I f  the  delegates to 

the  specia l U A W  conven tion  in  
D e tro it, A p r i l  27-29, lis te n  to the 
ra n k  and f i le  em ployed and u n ­
em ployed auto w orke rs , and no t to 
W a lte r Reuther, the 30 -hou r week 
w ith  no red uc tio n  in  pay can be 
w on th is  year.

I f  looked a t in  a na rrow , R e u th - 
e rian  m anner, the economic c lim ­
ate is no t favo ra b le  to  substan tia l 
gains at the ba rga in ing  tab le  o r 
on the p icke t line . A f te r  m onths 
o f sha rp ly  cu rta ile d  p roduction , 
ne a rly  a m il lio n  cars rem a in  u n ­
sold w h ile  hundreds of thousands 
o f au to w o rke rs  are jobless. A t  
f i r s t  glance th is  s itu a tio n  w o u ld  
appear to  g ive  the  corpora tions a 
d e fin ite  advantage in  ba rga in ing .

On the  o ther hand, the  ve ry  
same s itua tion  has m ade m illio n s  
o f A m e rica n  w orkers , em ployed 
and unem ployed, organized and 
unorganized, m em bers o f the  
A F L -C IO  and m em bers o f a ll 
o ther unions, kee n ly  aw are th a t 
the 30 -hour w eek w ith  no reduc­
t io n  in  pay is the  o n ly  w a y  to 
m ake a subs tan tia l den t in  the 
ris in g  tide  o f unem ploym ent.

E verybody now  know s th a t i t  is 
au tom ation  w h ich  is p r im a r ily  re ­
sponsible fo r  the g ro w in g  m illio n s  
w ho have n o t been called back to 
w o rk  even a fte r  the  ending o f the 
th ree  recessions th a t h i t  us in  the 
10-year pe riod  up to  1960.

As fo r  the  fu tu re , P ro f. W a lte r 
W . H e lle r, cha irm an  o f K ennedy ’s 
C ounc il o f Econom ic A dv isors , has 
conserva tive ly  estim ated th a t by  
1965 another 10 m il l io n  w i l l  be 
“ lib e ra te d ”  fro m  th e ir  jobs, w h ile  
seven m il lio n  new  en tran ts  to  the 
la bo r m a rk e t w i l l  be h u n tin g  fo r  
w o rk .

Support Is Growing
R ecogn ition  o f these facts has 

caused a g roundsw e ll o f reso lu ­
tions fro m  U A W  locals c a llin g  fo r  
30 -fo r-40  and ea rly  re tirem en t, 
among o ther demands. One es­
tim a te  is th a t a t least 35 per cent 
o f the  delegates are com m itted  to 
such a program . Voice o f the Un  
em ployed, a paper p u t ou t b y  a 
ra n k  and f i le  com m ittee  o f U A W  
jobless in  D e tro it, has added its  
support to  the g ro w in g  demand.

The same trend  continues o u t­
side the  U A W . The A F L -C IO ’s 
N ew  Y o rk  C entra l L a b o r C ouncil, 
the  N a tio n a l M a ritim e  U n ion , the 
U n ite d  S tee lw orkers, the  U n ited  
R ubber W orkers, and even George 
M eany are c a llin g  fo r  the  30-hour 
week, o r som eth ing lik e  it .

O uts ide the  A F L -C IO , unions 
lik e  M ine, M i l l  and S m elter, U n it ­
ed E le c tr ica l and Longshorem en’s 
and W arehousem en’s are a ll c a ll­
ing  fo r  an im m edia te  and sizable 
reduction  o f the w o rk  week. The 
question no longer is w ho is fo r  
the 30 -hour week, b u t w ho, be­
sides W a lte r R euther, is against it?

A l l  th is  adds up to the fo llo w in g  
conclusion: I f  the conven tion  d e l­
egates igno re  R eu the r’s pu b lic  
prom ise to  the  corpora tions th a t 
the re  w i l l  be no s trike , th a t is, 
th a t the U A W  w i l l  be asking fo r  
l i t t le  i f  a n y th in g  th is  year, then 
the auto w o rke rs  w i l l  have the  
m o ra l and fin a n c ia l back ing  o f the 
e n tire  A m erican  la bo r m ovem ent 
in  a f ig h t to  the  f in is h  fo r  30- 
fo r-40 .

A n d  th a t makes good sense, be­
cause i f  the  auto w o rkers  w in  the 
30 -hour week, then the o ther 
w o rkers  w i l l  get i t  w ith o u t too 
m uch troub le .

Real Help Available
T his means th a t the U A W ’s 

puny  4 0 -m illio n  d o lla r  s tr ik e  fu n d  
w i l l  be augm ented by  hundreds o f 
m illio n s  o f do lla rs, and no t ju s t 
fro m  un io n  treasuries. Real he lp  
w i l l  f lo w  fro m  the pockets o f the 
guys in  the  m ines, on the  trucks , 
on the  docks, on the sea and in  
the  a ir. A n d  i f  the f ig h t  should get 
re a lly  tough, he lp  w i l l  also come 
fro m  the  Canadian, B r it is h  and 
G erm an w orkers, because they 
w i l l  have a stake in  th is  s trugg le  
too.

O f course, even a t th is  la te  date, 
somebody w i l l  s t i l l  ask i f  the B ig

Three can a ffo rd  the 30-hour 
week. The facts are th a t the  h ig h - 
price, h ig h -p ro fit ,  autom ated p o l­
ic ies o f the  corpora tions, aided by 
speedup and unchecked b y  the 
po lic ies o f the  U A W  brass, have 
guaranteed p lush  p ro fits  fo r  the 
corpora tions even a t tim es o f h igh  
unem p loym ent. T h a t is w h y  the 
B ig  Three w ere  able to  decla re  a 
to ta l o f $128 m il l io n  in  executive  
bonuses fo r  1960, a subs tan tia l in ­
crease over the  p rev ious year.

G M  is as w e ll s itua ted  as ever, 
w h ile  F o rd  has vast surpluses to 
in ves t abroad and to  bu y  w ho le  
p lan ts  lik e  those o f A u to -L ite  
Corp. A s fa r  as C h rys le r is con­
cerned, a 30 -hour week w o u ld  
serve as an added in cen tive  to 
clean ou t the  co rru p tio n  a t the  . 
top, m ost o f w h ich  rem ains as ye t 
undisclosed.

T he  P o lit ic a l C lim ate
Delegates to  the  U A W  conven­

t io n  w i l l  also have to  consider an ­
o th e r fa c to r a lw ays re fe rre d  to  by 
W a lte r R euthe r to  ju s t i fy  his 
“ s tra tegy.”  T hey  w i l l  re c a ll th a t at 
prev ious conventions R eu the r has 
used the presence o f a R epub lican 
in  the  W h ite  House to  beat dow n 
a l l demands by  the ranks  fo r  a 
m ore m il ita n t  program . I t  w i l l  be 
d i f f ic u lt  fo r  h im  to advance the 
same k in d  o f argum ents now  th a t 
a D em ocrat is s it t in g  in  W ash ing­
ton.

B u t the  fa c t rem ains th a t K e n ­
nedy is no m ore sym pa the tic  than 
E isenhow er to  the demands fo r  the 
30-hour week, com pensation fo r  
the  d u ra tio n  o f unem ploym ent, a 
b ig  pu b lic  w o rks  p ro g ra m  a t un ion 
wages, d ras tic  cuts in  taxes on 
w orkers , an e ffe c tive  n a tio n a l la w  
to  end ra c ia l d is c r im in a tio n  in  
em p loym ent, and the o th e r meas­
ures needed to com bat the depres­
sion. K ennedy ’s so-ca lled p ro ­
gram , whose u ltim a te  goal is lo w ­
e ring  unem p loym ent to 4 per cent, 
calls instead fo r  “ s ta b iliz in g ”  
wages and c u ttin g  b ig  business 
taxes to  in troduce  m ore au to­
m ation.

T h is  sad s itu a tio n  is exp la ined  
by the fa c t th a t the  p o lit ic a l p o l­
icies o f R euthe r and his fe llo w  
A F L -C IO  leaders ru n  p a ra lle l w ith  
th e ir  po lic ies in  the  area o f co l­
le c tive  ba rga in ing . T h a t is, instead 
o f m o b iliz in g  the  w o rke rs  and 
th e ir  n a tu ra l a llies am ong the 
N egro people, w o rk in g  fa rm ers, 
professionals and sm a ll business­
m en fo r  independent p o lit ic a l ac­
tion , the y  o ffe r  a b la n k  check to 
the D em ocra tic  P a rty .

A n d  since the  la b o r m ovem ent 
appears to  have no place else to 
go, u n lik e  the  D ix ie c ra ts , its  de­
m ands are a lw ays m ore o r less 
p o lite ly  and d ip lo m a tic a lly  ignored 
b y  the Dem ocrats.

B e n e fic ia l Results
Nevertheless, m il ita n t  ac tion  fo r  

a 30 -hour week by  the auto w o rk ­
ers, backed ,up by the rest o f the 
la bo r m ovem ent, is  bound to  have 
im p o rta n t repercussions in  Con­
gress. A t  a m in im u m  i t  w o u ld  re ­
s u lt in  g rea te r congressional in te r ­
est in  sho rte r week b ills  among 
types l ik e  Sen. M cN am ara  o f 
M ich igan , w ho  dropped h is  p ro ­
posed 30 -hour b i l l  in  1959 be­
cause o f la ck  o f suppo rt fro m  the 
U A W .

A m e rica n  la b o r h is to ry  proves 
th a t any favo ra b le  ac tion  fro m  
Congress is a lw ays preceded b y  
independent and m il ita n t  ba ttle  
b y  the  un ions on th e ir  ow n  beha lf. 
T h a t is ho w  the  8 -h o u r day was 
won, and the 40 -hou r week. A n d  
th a t is how  i t  w i l l  con tinue to 
happen u n t i l  the A m erican  unions 
fo llo w  the lead o f ou r Canadian 
b ro thers  and organize a la bo r 
pa rty .

I f  W a lte r R euthe r succeeds in  
conv inc ing  the  conven tion  to  w a it  
fo r  K ennedy to  act, the re  w i l l  be 
a long and h u n g ry  t im e  ahead. I f  
the  delegates decide to  act, and to 
go to  the  rest o f the  la b o r m ove­
m en t fo r  sup po rt in  the  s trugg le  
fo r  the  30 -ho u r w eek and the  o the r 
im p e ra tive  demands, then the  auto 
w o rke rs  w i l l  w in  in  1961 and show 
the w a y  to  the  w o rld .

Reuther's New Gimmick
A fte r  a long search W a lte r 

R euthe r has come up w ith  his 
g im m ic k  to keep the U n ited  A u to  
W orkers  fro m  m ak ing  the f ig h t  
fo r  a sho rte r w o rk  w eek its  m a jo r 
dem and in  con trac t negotiations 
th is  year. I t  is a proposal th a t 
p ro du c tion  w o rke rs  be pa id an an­
n u a l salary, lik e  o ffice  w orkers, 
instead o f an h o u r ly  wage.

The proposal is d iffe re n t, b u t 
the a im  and m ethod are the  same 
th a t R euthe r used a t the special 
b a rga in ing  conven tion  o f the U A W  
th ree  years ago. A t  th a t tim e  the 
un ion  stood com m itted , by  a p re v i­
ous conven tion  decision, to the 
dem and fo r  a sho rte r week in  the 
1958 con trac t negotiations.

W ith  great fa n fa re  R euther in ­
troduced his fam ous “ p ro fit-s h a r ­
in g ”  p lan  as the panacea fo r  the 
problem s o f the auto w o rkers  w ho 
then, as now, w ere  bad ly  h i t  by 
unem ploym ent. The sho rte r week 
dem and was shelved.

Once th a t was accom plished, the 
great “ p ro fit-s h a r in g ”  scheme had 
served its  m a jo r purpose. R euther 
ba re ly  b ro ug h t i t  up  in  the  sub­
sequent nego tia tions w ith  the  co r­
porations, and then i t  was a llow ed 
to s ink  q u ie tly  ou t o f sight. The 
con tract signed th a t year produced 
fe w e r gains tha n  any in  U A W  
h is to ry .

So i t  should no t be su rp ris in g  i f  
m any auto w o rke rs  are un en th u - 
siastic o r suspicious about R e u th ­
e r’s new  proposal. They have had

enough experience w ith  R euther 
to kn o w  th a t he o ften  raises such 
schemes in  o rder to  d iv e r t  a tten ­
tio n  fro m  the m ost pressing needs 
o f the w orkers . They kn o w  also 
th a t he is ready to  trade  aw ay 
h a rd -w o n  w o rk in g  cond itions in  
re tu rn  fo r  m in o r concessions 
dressed up w ith  fancy  labels.

A u to  w o rke rs  have eve ry  reason 
to be b it te r ly  d issatis fied w ith  the 
present h o u r ly -w a g e  s y s te m ,

.. w h ic h  subjects them  to economic 
u n c e rta in ty  and distress. T hey  w i l l  
f ig h t  g la d ly  fo r  an a rrangem ent 
th a t w o u ld  p ro v id e  them  w ith  a 
measure o f econom ic s ta b ility  and 
a chance to do some p la n n in g  w ith  
an assured y e a r ly  incom e.

B u t th a t’s ju s t the p o in t —  a 
decent annual pay p lan  is some­
th in g  th a t can be w on on ly  th rough  
a de te rm ined  f ig h t  against the 
corpora tions. A nd  R eu the r’s o b v i­
ous in te n tio n  in  ra is in g  the issue 
now  is to  avo id  a serious f ig h t  
w ith  the  corpora tions, such as the 
sho rte r w eek dem and w o u ld  re ­
su lt in . R e u tiie r has made abso­
lu te ly  no p re pa ra tion  fo r  a serious 
f ig h t.  In  fa c t he has v ir tu a lly  g iv ­
en the co rpo ra tion  a pledge to  t r y  
to avo id  any s tr ik e  th is  year.

Unless i t  decides to f ig h t, and 
prepares to  f ig h t, and seeks the 
aid o f the  w ho le  labo r m ovem ent 
fo r  its  f ig h t, the  U A W  isn ’t  go ing 
to w in  m uch th is  year, w h a teve r 
demands i t  chooses.
(See P. 6 for letters from  readers)
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