
Union Leaders Oppose Attack Against Cuba
B y H a rry  Ring

The shameful silence o f the 
A F L -C IO  offic ia ldom  about U.S. 
aggression in  Cuba is f in a lly  being 
broken. S ix in te rna tiona l union o f­
ficers jo ined w ith  other pub lic 
figures in  a M ay 5 le tte r to Presi­
dent Kennedy declaring, “ we are 
opposed to  any fu rth e r m ilita ry  
in te rvention  in  Cuba, d irect or 
ind irect.”

In  another encouraging develop­
ment, D avid  Livingston, president 
o f New Y o rk ’s D is tr ic t 65, Retail, 
Wholesale & Dep’t  Store Union, 
urged tha t membership meetings

of the union discuss the Cuba issue 
and expressed his own opposition 
to the in tervention policy.

The le tte r to Kennedy took issue 
w ith  his th reat o f d irect in te r­
vention in  Cuba fo llow ing  the 
crushing of the Cuban counter­
revo lu tionary force.

“ N othing w ould be more harm ­
fu l to  our own true  interests,”  the 
le tte r said, “ than to slide s ilen tly  
from  the recent fiasco to  the cer­
ta in  disaster tha t faces us i f  we 
launch an ou trigh t attack upon 
Cuba because ‘our  patience is not 
inexhaustib le.’”

Union o ffic ia ls who signed the 
statement were: P a trick  Gorman, 
secretary treasurer, Amalgamated 
Meat Cutters & Butcher W orkm en; 
H aro ld  Gibbons, an in te rnational 
vice p r e s i d e n t ,  In te rnationa l 
Brotherhood of Teamsters; E m il 
Mazey, secretary-treasurer, U nited 
Auto  W orkers; H. L . M itche ll, in ­
te rnationa l representative, A m a l­
gamated Meat Cutters; A . P h ilip  
Randolph, A F L -C IO  vice presi­
dent and president, Brotherhood 
o f Sleeping Car Porters; and M ark 
Starr, educational d irector, In te r­
national Ladies Garment W orkers 
Union.

The ir le tte r fu rth e r declared: 
“ The most basic issue is not the 
m isplanning and incompetence of 
the C IA . Even i f  its  incredible 
blunders had not been made, an 
invasion directed by the U nited 
States w ould  have un ified  the Cu­
ban people behind the regime, fo r 
i t  w ould  have appeared to them as 
one more case of N orth  Am erican 
im perialism .

“ I f  these things were true  be­
fore the invasion debacle, they are 
a ll the more compelling today. A l l  
the w o rld  now knows tha t the 
C IA  in itia ted, organized and mis­
directed the invasion; a ll the w o rld

knows tha t the Cuban leaders 
themselves were held incom m uni­
cado at the decisive moment and 
tha t N orth  Americans w ere in  
command; a ll the w o rld  knows 
tha t the le ft-w in g  o f the a n ti-  
Castro opposition was excluded 
from  partic ipa tion  in  basic deci­
sions. G iven th is  background, any 
fu rth e r in te rvention  w i l l  be re ­
garded as a naked, open and reac­
tionary  act of im peria lism .”

Others o f the 49 signers o f the 
le tte r included: James B a ldw in , 
author; Roger B a ldw in , c iv il  l ib ­
erties leader; Rev. John Haynes 
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Gibson Refuses to Surrender 
Fair Play Names to Eastland

R ichard Gibson, acting executive 
secretary o f the F a ir P lay fo r  Cuba 
Committee, has announced pub lic ly  
th a t he w il l  refuse to comply w ith  
an order of the Senate In te rna l 
Security subcommittee to hand 
over the organization’s member­
ship lists.

The w itch -hun ting  Eastland 
committee ordered Gibson to p ro­
duce the lis ts at a hearing in  
Washington, D.C., scheduled fo r 
M ay 16. I t  has now  postponed the 
hearing and the showdown on 
handing over the lists t i l l  M ay 25.

This w i l l  be Gibson’s second ap­
pearance before the Senate sub-

Hunger Strike, Vigil 
At CIA in 2nd Week

M A Y  10 —  Today marks the 
eleventh day of round-the-clock 
p icketing at the Washington, D.C., 
headquarters of the Central In te l­
ligence Agency. The v ig il  is being 
m aintained by  the N on-V io lent 
Committee f or  Cuban Indepen­
dence. A  num ber of the dem­
onstrators have also been carry ing 
on a hunger strike  since the be­
ginn ing o f the protest action.

The ranks o f the v ig ile rs and 
fasters has been depleted by the 
arrest of seven fo r  “ lo ite ring .”  
They were given ten-day sen­
tences and w i l l  no t be out of ja il  
u n til M ay 12, the next to  last day 
o f the protest. Before beginning 
the hunger s trike  and v ig il, the 
pac ifis t group announced tha t i f  
any o f them were arrested they 
w ou ld  continue to refuse every­
th ing  b u t w ater in  ja i l  and upon 
release w ould  im m ediate ly resume 
p icketing the C IA .

The F a ir P lay fo r  Cuba Com­
m ittee is ca lling fo r  a b ig  tu rnou t 
Saturday, M ay 13, to  demonstrate 
support fo r  the N VC C I’s p icket 
lin e  and its  demands fo r  abolition 
o f the C IA  and an end to U.S. in ­
tervention in  the a ffa irs  o f the 
Cuban people.

The F a ir P lay committee is ca ll­
ing  fo r  so lida rity  delegations from  
as m any Eastern and M id-w estern 
chapters as possible. Chartered 
buses w i l l  leave N ew Y o rk  C ity  at 
7 a.m. Saturday m orning. Mass 
p icketing is scheduled fo r  1 p.m. 
at C IA  headquarters, 2430 E. St. 
N W  in  Washington. Round tr ip  
bus fa re  from  New Y o rk  is $6. 
Buses w i l l  load at 80 E. 11th St. 
and at the com er o f 138th St. and 
Broadway.

committee. He was haled before 
i t  on A p r i l  25. A t tha t tim e East­
land and Dodd fa iled  m iserably in  
th e ir attempts to smear the com­
m ittee w ith  charges o f being f i ­
nanced by “ Cuban gold”  and being 
a “ Communist operation.”

Defies W itch-bum ers
Gibson refused to  cooperate w ith  

the inqu is itors on the basis o f his 
constitu tional rights, in  pa rticu la r 
those in  the F irs t and F if th  
Amendments. A t the end of the 
session he issued a b lis te ring  state­
ment, a ttacking the committee’s 
motives, methods and its  racism. 
In  his statement he drclared tha t 
he personally had no connection 
w ith  the Communist P a rty  and 
tha t the F a ir P lay committee was 
“ not a Communist operation, w ha t­
ever tha t m ay be.”  He added, “ we 
have no in ten tion  o f in q u irin g  in to  
the po litica l o r re lig ious beliefs of 
our members.”

Gibson also refused to give any 
in fo rm ation  on the source of the 
funds used to pay fo r a fu ll-page  
advertisement by the F a ir P lay 
committee in  the New Y ork  Times 
o f A p r il 21. This ad denounced 
C IA  sponsorship and launching of 
the counter-revo lu tionary invasion 
of Cuba and was the f irs t declara­
tion  in  the Am erican press of op- 
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AFL-CIO’s Firing 
Of Negro Official 
Causes Protest

B y Fred Halstead
Leaders o f the Negro Am erican 

Labor Council m et in  New Y ork  
C ity  M ay 6 to  plan a protest 
against the f ir in g  o f Theodore 
B row n from  his position as as­
sistant d irector o f the A F L -C IO  
c iv il r igh ts  committee. Brow n, 
fo rm erly  w ith  th e  Brotherhood of 
Sleeping Car Porters and the only 
Negro on the committee, was sum­
m a rily  fire d  last month by A F L - 
C IO Secretary-Treasurer W illia m  
Schnitzler.

The c iv il righ ts committee has 
been under increasing pressure by 
Negro leaders recently because of 
its  fa ilu re  to e lim inate rac ia l dis­
crim ina tion  in  A F L -C IO  unions, 
some o f w hich s t i l l  bar Negroes 
from  membership. A t  the A F L - 
CIO Executive Council meeting in  
M iam i last February, A . P h ilip  
Randolph, president of the B ro ­
therhood o f Sleeping Car Porters 
and the Council’s on ly Negro mem­
ber, proposed tha t a Negro be made 
d irector o f the c iv il rights com­
mittee, “ because something drastic 
has to be done to b ring  about a 
change.”

The committee’s d i r e c t o r ,  
Charles Zimmerman, resigned re­
cently and B row n was the logical 
choice to succeed him . Randolph 
and B row n have declined comment 
on the fir in g , apparently u n til 
they speak w ith  A F L -C IO  presi­
dent George Meany, bu t other 
N ALC  leaders have expressed an­
ger. The labor secretary of the 
NAACP, H erbert H ill,  said, “ we 
categorically re ject any dubious 
explanation given by the Federa­
tion  fo r M r. B row n ’s dismissal 
other than the know n fact tha t he 
was conducting a most vigorous 
e ffo rt on behalf of the Negro 
workers who were victim s of trade 
union d iscrim ination.”  Randolph is 
president of the N ALC  and B row n 
is its  secretary.

Socialist Candidate in N . Y. 
Denounces Folk Singing Ban

NEW  YORK, M ay 7 —  Seven 
hundred persons defied a Park 
Commissioner’s ban on fo lk  sing­
ing  in  W ashington Square here 
today by marching in  a body in to  
the square and singing fo lk  songs. 
The police made no attem pt to 
stop the Singers. On tw o  previous 
Sunday afternoons arrests had 
been made when sm aller numbers 
demonstrated against the ban. The 
attempted ban was the latest move 
in  a series o f police harassments 
aimed at the atmosphere o f in te l­
lectual, cu ltu ra l, and racia l free­
dom trad itiona l in  Greenwich V i l ­
lage w h ich  surrounds the square. 
Yesterday, R ichard Garza, Social­
is t W orkers P a rty  candidate fo r 
mayor, demanded the l if t in g  o f the 
ban. In  a le tte r to  M ayor Robert 
Wagner, Garza said:

“ For over fifteen  years young 
people have sung and played musi­
cal instrum ents in  W ashington 
Square Park. The reasons given by 
P ark  Commissioner Newbold Morris

 fo r suddenly banning them 
have become flim s ie r and more 
rid icu lous as the weeks go by. 
Yesterday’s decision by Justice 
Hecht th a t the court ‘m ay not sub­
stitu te  its own judgm ent fo r tha t 
o f the Commissioner o f Parks’ 
c learly indicates th a t you must 
now  take a position.

“ The candidates o f the Socialist 
W orkers P a rty  feel tha t m any is­
sues besides the ban on the fo lk  
singers are involved, inc lud ing  the 
r ig h t o f free speech. M ore om in­
ous to us, however, is the fact tha t 
the ban apepars to represent the 
pressure o f real-estate interests 
and others w ho desire a wedge to  
make the V illage area l i ly  w hite.

“ Too l it t le  in tegration exists in  
our c ity . W ashington Square P ark  
and Greenwich V illage  represent 
a toe-hold o f in tegration here. This 
ban can on ly lead to other steps 
tha t w i l l  make the pa rk  and the 
V illage ‘out o f bounds’ fo r  m inor­
i t y  groups.”

C arl Braden

Martin L. King 
Asks Clemency 
In Braden Case

Seventeen prom inent Negro and 
w h ite  Southerners, includ ing  M ar­
t in  L u the r K ing , Jr., have in itia ted  
a pe tition  fo r  executive clemency 
fo r  C arl Braden. A long w ith  F rank 
W ilkinson, Braden began serving 
a year’s sentence on M ay 1. Both 
were convicted fo r contempt of 
Congress as a resu lt o f th e ir 1958 
defiance o f an U n-Am erican A c tiv ­
ities Committee inqu is ition  in  
A tlan ta . The committee was then 
attacking the developing integra­
tion  struggle in  the South. Braden 
and W ilk inson challenged th is at­
tack and on the basis o f the F irs t 
Amendment refused to cooperate 
w ith  the w itch  hunters.

Fought Jim Crow Housing
The petition  points out tha t 

“ Braden already has spent eight 
months in  prison fo r  his stand in  
in tegration —  a case in  w hich his 
conviction was reversed and fo r 
w h ich  he was never compensated.”

In  May, 1954, Braden then a 
Lou isv ille  newspaperman, bought 
a house in  a suburb o f the K en­
tucky  c ity  and sold i t  to  a Negro 
fa m ily  unable to fin d  suitable 
housing in  the Negro ghetto. En­
raged local police fram ed Braden 
on a “ sedition”  charge. He spent 
the eight months in  ja i l  w h ile  the 
$40,000 ba il was being raised and 
subsequently won his case on ap­
peal in  the federal courts.

The petition, addressed to Pres­
ident Kennedy, was announced by 
the Southern Conference Educa­
tiona l Fund, a p ro-in tegra tion  or­
ganization fo r w h ich  Braden is a 
fie ld  secretary. I t  is being c ir­
culated nationa lly. The in itia to rs  
include, in  addition to Rev. K ing, 
Rev. W illia m  B. A bbott, N orfo lk , 
Va.; Sarah Patton Boyle, C harlot­
tesville, Va.; James M cBride 
Dabbs, Mayesville, S.C.; Rev. W. 
W. F in l ator, Raleigh, N. C.; Bishop 
Edgar A . Love, B altim ore; and 
M arion  A . W righ t, L in v ille  Falls, 
N. C.

Kennedy Weighs 
Use of Troops 
In Vietnam War

The Kennedy adm in istra tion is 
seriously considering s e n d i n g  
U nited States troops to  f ig h t 
against guerrillas in  South V ie t- 
nam and Thailand, according to 
Senator W illia m  J. F u lb righ t, 
chairm an o f the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. F u lb r ig h t 
said M ay 4 tha t he w ou ld  support 
such moves “ i f  they were con­
sidered necessary,”  even though he 
had opposed fu rth e r com m itm ent 
o f U.S. forces in  Laos.

W ashington’s attem pt to  m ain­
ta in  a r ig h t-w in g  government in  
power in  Laos has fa iled  complete­
ly  because the Laotian population 
refuses to support the U.S. puppet 
regime o f P rince Boun Oum 
against attacks by Pathet Léo 
(Free Laos) guerrillas. The Lao-  
tians w on’t  fig h t fo r  Boun Oum 
“ even i f  you give them  a gun,”  
complained Fu lb righ t.

“ The best we can hope fo r,”  
w rites W alte r L ippm ann (M ay 4) 
“ is tha t P rince Souvanna Phouma, 
whose fa l l  we engineered, w i l l  re­
tu rn  to power, presiding over a 
quasi-neutra list government.”

The peoples o f Thailand and 
South V ietnam  are also rebelling 
against the reactionary d ic ta tor­
ships fastened on them  by  the 
State Departm ent and Pentagon. 
P rem ier Ngo D inh  D iem ’s govern­
ment in  South V ietnam  controls 
on ly  the cities. H is troops enter 
the countryside on ly  on pun itive  
raids against the peasants w ho are 
seizing gra in  from  usurers and 
landlords. L ippm ann c o u n s e l s  
against sending Am erican troops 
there because a gue rrilla  w a r can­
not be won by an arm y not sup­
ported by the population.

“ Now the tru th  is,”  he points 
out, “ as so many of ou r corres­
pondents have reported, tha t our 
man [D iem ] is extrem ely unpop­
u lar, his government being both 
reactionary and corrup t.”

Killings By Whites 
Increase in Angola

“ Thousands o f colored people 
have been slaughtered and m u ti­
la ted”  by Portuguese authorities 
in  Angola in  reprisals against a 
re vo lt by  A fricans, declares a 
B aptis t m issionary who recently 
le ft the West A frica n  colony. The 
Rev. C liffo rd  J. Parsons reported 
to Baptist meeting in  London M ay 
2, th a t the A fricans ’ patience w ith  
forced labor and corporal punish­
ment has f in a lly  ru n  out. The A f -  
ricans, he said, have been arm ing 
themselves w ith  sticks and p run ­
ing  knives and had attacked 
Portuguese settlements.

“ Reprisals on an even greater 
scale fo llowed,”  said Parsons and 
“ Each n ight, the Portuguese secret 
police have broken in to  houses and 
dragged A fricans in to  the streets, 
where they were shot.”  Parsons 
said statements by  A fricans  
confessing to atrocities were obtained 
by the secret police by  beatings 
and so lita ry  confinement in  a nar­
row  cupboard.
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Was the C IA  re a lly  responsible 
fo r  the “ fiasco”  of the Cuban in ­
vasion? Was the invasion smashed 
because the “ intelligence”  assur­
ances of an upris ing  were base­
less? O r because the agency fa iled 
to  apply the “ democratic”  p r in ­
ciples w h ich  Kennedy piously de­
clared w ould  govern the opera­
tion?

C erta in ly  the cu rren t disclosures 
o f how  the C IA  carried through 
the  pro ject demonstrates tha t its  
politics, methods o f operation and 
personnel w ould do cred it to  a 
Batista.

For example, take the latest re ­
ve la tion  offered by the M ay 7 New  
Y o rk  Times. Correspondent Sam 
Pope B rew er reports an in te rv iew  
w ith  D r. Rodolpho Nodal Tarafa, 
an anti-C astro Cuban volunteer 
who, along w ith  16 others, was 
held incomunicado by the C IA  
in  Guatemala fo r 11 weeks before 
and during  the defeated invasion.

Nodal and the others got in to 
ho t w ater when they protested 
because the C IA  elim inated the o f­
fice r chosen by the Cubans and put 
José San Román, a fo rm er Batista 
a rm y officer, in  charge o f the camp 
Where they were tra in ing.

For this, Nodal said, they were 
taken from  the camp by armed 
C IA  agents whom he described as 
“ thugs”  and “ gangsters.”  They 
were hum ilia ted, imprisoned and 
forced at gun po in t to  take lie - 
detector tests intended to prove 
they were “ Communists.”

T he ir imprisonment, under C IA  
guard, was at a Guatemalan arm y

D ETR O IT —  The fo llow ing  ar­
tic le  appeared in  the A p r i l  issue 
o f the B u lle tin  published by Na­
tiona l Committee fo r Democratic 
A c tion  in  UAW , w h ich  was dis­
tr ibu ted  to the U AW  convention 
last month:

The labor bureaucrats are not 
enthusiastic about the rank  and 
f i le  demands fo r  30 fo r 40 —  tha t 
is, 30 hours w o rk  a week fo r  40 
hours pay. T he ir customary argu­
m ent is that i t  w ould  cost too 
much. The corporations and per- 
 haps the entire Am erican economy 
w ou ld  be underm ined, they fear, 
i f  hours were shortened so more 
o f us could get jobs w h ile  the b il­
liona ire  employers are compelled 
to continue paying the standard 
w eekly wage.

The hearts of the porkies don’t 
exactly  bleed fo r General Motors 
(w h ich  made close to a b illio n  
ne t last year) b u t i t  w ould  be safe 
to  say tha t labor statesmen feel
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Robert Himmel, candidate fo r mayor, 
and Sarah Lovell, fo r common council, 
w ill discuss "Labor's Stake in the City  
Election" F ri„ May 19, 8 p.m. Friday 
N ig h t Socialist Forum, 3737 Woodward. 
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The Race in Space —  C om petition 
and co n flic t between the Soviet and cap­
italist systems. Speaker, Arne Swabeck. 
Fri., M ay 19, 8:15 p.m. 1702 E. 4th St. 
C o n trib . $1. (Students and unemployed 
50 cents.) Ausp. M ilita n t Labor Forum.

*  *  *

M ilitant and Young Socialist support­
ers inv ite  you to  a picnic on Sunday, 
May 21, noon to  5 p.m., a t Elysian Park, 
S pot no. I. For in form ation phone 
A N  9-4953.

•
N EW  YORK  

The Negro in American Literature. 
A  lecture by Dr. Annette T. Rubinstein,
auth or and c ritic . Fri., M ay 19, 8:30 p.m. 
116 University PI. C ontrib . $1. Ausp. 
M ilita n t Labor Forum.

•
SOUTHERN C A LIF O R N IA

Socialist news commentary. Theodore 
Edwards, chairman, Southern C a lif. 
SWP. Fri., M ay 19, 7:45 p.m. FM sta­
tion KPFK, 90.7 on your d ia l.

camp a distance from  the ir own 
tra in ing  camp.

“ The shed they were in ,”  the 
account said, “ was about 15 by 30 
fee t w ith  a concrete floor, wooden 
w a lls  and a galvanized iro n  roof. 
In  the sunny Guatemalan h igh­
lands i t  was so ho t in  the daytim e 
tha t they lay  panting and naked 
on the floor. B u t i t  was b itte r  cold 
a t n ight.

“ They were questioned separate­
ly  by  Pat, the ch ie f security guard. 
D r. Nodal described h im  as ‘s ix 
feet, fo u r inches ta ll and about 
230 pounds and stupid.’ ”

The day the invasion began, 
“ five  heavily  armed men arrived, 
headed by a short, bald, m idd le- 
aged man know n to them  as Mac. 
D r. Nodal said Mac berated them  
at length fo r  not being w ith  the 
invasion forces. He said tha t they 
had missed the ir chance to do the ir 
pa trio tic  duty and tha t when the 
invaders won out the prisoners 
w ould  be handed over to Captain 
San Román ‘in  handcuffs.’”

B u t the invaders d idn ’t  w in , so 
a fte r several more days they were 
flo w n  back to  F lorida, taken by 
tru ck  in to  M iam i and dumped in ­
to the street.

Such revelations as these are 
intended to show tha t a “ good”  
idea —  the invasion —  fa iled  be­
cause i t  was “ badly”  managed by 
the C IA  w hich froze out the “ dem­
ocratic”  w ing  of the counter-rev­
o lu tionary force and pu t the Ba- 
tistianos at the head of the opera­
tion.

This is p ictured as a p a rticu la rly

i t  is bad taste to make union de­
mands tha t m igh t annoy the cor­
poration statesmen. Labor states­
men are on annual salary —  most 
o f them in  5 -figure  brackets plus 
adequate expense accounts. Man, 
how they’d shudder i f  the union 
demanded company-paid expense 
accounts fo r  a ll hou rly  rated w o rk ­
ers in  the ’61 contracts!

T a lk ing  about costs:
•  Since 1945 the U.S. has spent 

over 750 B IL L IO N  dollars fo r  w ar 
and w ar preparations.

•  O ther countries received from  
the U.S. in  the same period over 
86 B IL L IO N  dollars.

•  The U.S. is continuing to 
spend around 45 B IL L IO N  dollars 
fo r  w a r year by year.

•  The U.S. continues to give to 
fore ign countries over 4% B IL ­
L IO N  dollars every year.

•  Unemploym ent benefits in  our 
country cost over 5 B IL L IO N  dol­
lars a year.

•  W elfare expenditures by U.S. 
cities, counties and states cost be­
tween 2 and 3 B IL L IO N  dollars a 
year.

•  The U.S. is planning to spend 
between 20 and 40 B IL L IO N  dol­
lars to send an Am erican to the 
moon.

•  Pres. Kennedy asks Congress 
fo r tax g ift o f nearly 2 B IL L IO N  
dollars to corporations fo r mod­
ernizing and expanding the ir 
plants, c la im ing tha t tw o -th irds  of 
our indus tria l set-up is out of date. 
So i t ’s to  be MORE B ILL IO N S  o f 
government money (the taxes we 
pay) to automate us out o f our 
jobs.

A nd  yet, brothers and sisters —
The labor statesmen and the 

professional politic ians here and 
in  W ashington te ll us tha t pu tting  
every American, able and w illin g  
to w ork, on a job w ould  cost TOO 
MUCH.

W hile  at the same tim e automa­
tion  could be a universal blessing 
i f  the men and women displaced 
fro m  jobs were given new ones 
so they could make a decent l iv ­
ing. B u t that, we are told, w ould 
cost TOO M UCH,

Yes, the cheapskates keep on 
yapping tha t the U.S. can’t  f in d  
jobs fo r  a ll and shorten the w o rk ­
week —  because tha t w ould cost 
TOO MUCH!

costly e rro r since the “ democratic”  
w ing, i t  is claimed, have an “ un­
derground”  in  Cuba tha t w ould 
rise up when the invaders h it  the 
beach.

This is so much cock and bu ll. 
I f  there re a lly  was a s ign ificant 
underground in  Cuba, w hy  d idn ’t  
the C IA , w h ich  operates the  Swan 
Is land radio, issue the signal fo r 
the uprising? A fte r  a ll, they issued 
battle  communiques in  the name 
o f counter-revo lu tionary leader 
M ir6  Cardona w h ile  they had h im  
imprisoned in  F lorida.

The fact is tha t ne ither the C IA  
nor Kennedy and his advisers had 
any illusions about an upris ing  in  
Cuba. That was s im ply propagan­
da fo r home consumption.

There was no foo ling  around 
w ith  “ democratic”  counter-rev­
olutionaries because Washington 
knew  fu l l  w e ll there was no mass 
underground. A nd i t  knew  the 
Cuban people w ould fig h t the in ­
vaders no m atte r w ha t label they 
bore. That’s w hy  the whole em­
phasis was placed on try in g  to 
secure a beach head. Kennedy f ig ­
ured tha t i f  the beach could be 
held fo r a week he w ould  have 
the p re text fo r  recognizing a “ gov­
ernm ent in  arms”  and in tervening 
d irectly.

This reactionary scheme was 
b low n sky high when the Cuban 
people smashed the invasion in  66 
hours.

B u t Kennedy remains deter­
m ined to go i t  again —  th is tim e 
on a scale b ig  enough to elim inate 
“ bungling.”

W ith  the taste o f the last “ dem­
ocratic”  in te rvention  in  the ir 
mouths, w i l l  the people of th is 
country pe rm it such a crime?

...Union Leaders
(Continued from page 1)

Homes; Rabbi Isadore D orfm an; 
D r. D avid Reisman, sociologist; 
Norm an Thomas, Socialist P arty— 
Social Democratic Federation lead­
er; Edmund W ilson, c ritic ; and 
M orris  Rubin, editor, The Progres­
sive.

The signers expressed sympathy 
fo r  those of the Cuban counter­
revolutionaries w ho they v iew  as 
“ true  democrats and trade un ion­
ists in  ex ile ”  b u t said “ the ir cause 
is compromised in  the eyes of the 
Cuban people by  association w ith  
U.S. m ilita ry  power, and w ith  fo r­
m er supporters o f Batista’s bloody 
d ictatorship.”

They also scored the aggressive 
po licy tow ard Cuba as p a rt o f a 
w rong fo re ign policy. “ We have 
substituted a m ilita ry  po licy  of 
bombs, bases and alliances fo r  the 
struggle fo r democracy; we have 
cyn ica lly  enrolled dictators like  
Franco, T ru jil lo , Chiang, Somoza 
and Batista under the banner of 
‘democracy.’ ”

D avid  L iv ingston  in  an A p r il 30 
column in  The 65’er, w rote: “ Our 
members should discuss the ques­
tion  of Cuba among ourselves. Our 
membership meetings, shop meet­
ings and other gatherings o f our 
rank  and f i le  should come to a 
consensus o f opinion and should 
give expression to tha t consensus. 
I f  our members favo r w ha t has 
been done, so be it.  I f ,  as th is 
w r ite r  believes, they come to the 
conclusion th a t w ha t has been done 
is wrong, our members should not 
hesitate to  say so.”

L iv ingston  then made a po in t 
tha t should be considered by  the 
en tire  leadership o f the labor 
movement. A fte r exp la in ing w hy 
he thought the  invasion was w rong 
and was pre-doomed to fa ilu re , he 
said:

“ In  setting fo rw ard  these 
thoughts, i t  is no t a m atte r of second

 guessing. These were things 
tha t were clear to many Americans 
before the Cuban disaster. Most 
of us kept qu ie t and our country 
suffered. W ould we no t have been 
better pa trio ts to ru n  the ris k  of 
some critic ism  and give expression 
to  our views a t th a t tim e?”

THE B LA C K  M U SLIM S  IN
A M E R IC A  by C. E ric  L incoln.
276 pages, $4.95. Beacon Press,
1961.

Race relations in  th is country 
have been undergoing some dra­
m atic changes in  the last year or 
tw o  —  not so much changes in  
the w ay the oppressed Negro peo­
ple are treated as changes in  how 
the Negroes fee l about these re la­
tions, and w hat they are doing 
about them.

The student s it- in  movement 
shows tha t young Negroes are dis­
satisfied w ith  the tactics and 
methods o f the old movements, 
and tha t the struggle fo r in tegra­
tion  has become nation-w ide, 
reaching in to  the w orst w h ite - 
supremacy areas, even South Ca­
ro lina  and Mississippi. The organ­
ization of the Negro Am erican La ­
bor Council expresses the growing 
impatience of Negro unionists w ith  
token in tegration and token rep­
resentation in  the unions and 
plants. A nd the Negro nationalist 
movement, re flecting  the b itte r­
ness and frus tra tion  engendered 
by repeated betrayals and ru n ­
arounds, has grown considerably 
and become the focus of much 
thought and dispute about the fu ­
tu re  of U.S. race relations.

The term  “ Negro nationalist”  is 
heard quite frequen tly  nowadays, 
bu t in  our opinion is w ide ly  m is­
used and misunderstood. We 
th ink , fo r  example, tha t i t  is used 
w rong ly  when applied to people 
or groups who urge Negroes to 
organize themselves independently 
or in  a ll-N egro organiaztions to 
f ig h t fo r the ir objectives. W hat is 
decisive is not the type or fo rm  
of organization they advocate 
(w hether m ixed or a ll-N egro) bu t 
th e ir objectives —  do they aim at 
w inn ing  equa lity  through the 
abolition of a ll form s o f rac ia l dis­
crim ination  and segregation, or 
do they a im  at the creation of a 
separate Negro nation? O nly those 
who w ant a separate nation, we 
maintain, can correctly be called 
Negro nationalists.

The biggest and most s ign ificant 
of the authentica lly  nationalist 
movements is the B lack Muslims 
led by E lija h  Muhammad. Dr. 
L inco ln ’s book is the f irs t serious 
fu ll- le n g th  study of th is move­
ment, whose fo llow ing  he esti­
mates, at around 100,000. I t  is a 
useful and im portan t book fo r  ev­
eryone interested in  the nature 
and complexities o f the struggle 
fo r  Negro equality.

L inco ln , a professor and m in is t­
er, has collected most of the in ­
fo rm ation  previously available and 
has added some more, through 
personal in te rv iew s and observa­
tion, about the h istory, methods 
and doctrines of the B lack Mus­
lims.

W hat emerges is a p icture  of a 
re lig ious sect, sem i-po litica l in  na­
ture, tha t seeks to un ite  the mem­
bers o f the “ black race”  (by which 
i t  means a ll non-w h ites); to 
achieve absolute rac ia l separation; 
to b u ild  a separate black econ­
omy; and to create a separate 
nation.

Its  re lig ion  is much like  tha t of 
orthodox Moslems, except fo r its

a ttitude tow ard race. I t  is unde­
mocratic, a ll decisions resting in  
the hands of a single man, E lija h  
Muhammad. I t  is h igh ly  disci­
plined. I t  seeks to re c ru it mem­
bers through meetings, c ircu la tion  
of propaganda, its  own schools, 
etc. Most o f its  program is general 
o r vague; fo r  example, when asked 
how  i t  w i l l  achieve a separate na­
tion , its  answer is: “ A lla h  (G od) 
w i l l  arrange i t . ”

The B lack M uslim s teach tha t 
whites are an in fe rio r race and 
preach d is trust o f a ll whites. They 
are respected and adm ired fo r  
th e ir boldness and m ilitancy  by 
many Negroes, especially Negro 
workers, who do not accept th e ir 
re lig ion  or some o f th e ir ideas b u t 
who like  to hear the tru th  to ld  
about the J im  Crow  system. A nd  
most of the M uslin  agitation makes 
effective use of the tru th  about 
tha t system, the ineffectiveness of 
such groups as the NAACP, etc.

Liberals, both w h ite  and Negro, 
condemn the B lack Muslim s as 
“ racists, ju s t as bad as the w h ite  
supremacists.”  Socialists have a 
d iffe ren t a ttitude (and th e ir posi­
tion  is supported by the m ateria l 
in  L inco ln ’s book). I t  is w rong to 
equate the chauvinism of the 
w h ite  supremacists, who defend an 
oppressive system, w ith  the chau­
v in ism  of the Negro nationalists, 
who are the v ic tim s and opponents 
of tha t oppressive system. I t  is 
not accidental tha t the police and 
other authorities hound and per­
secute the M uslim s w h ile  they 
w in k  at or slap the w ris t of the 
w hite  supremacists.

We cannot recommend a ll o f 
L inco ln ’s conclusions or opinions, 
w hich usually rem ain w ith in  the 
fram ew ork of libera lism , bu t we 
do recommend his factua l ma­
te ria l, w h ich  w il l  enable the read­
er to draw  his own conclusions.

G.B.

. . .  Fair Play
(Continued from page 1)

position to U.S. in te rvention  in  
Cuba.

The New Y ork Post o f M ay 7, 
a fte r f irs t clearing itse lf o f any 
possible charges of being sympa­
thetic to the aims of the F a ir P lay 
committee, e d ito ria lly  denounces 
Eastland’s demand tha t Gibson 
hand over membership lists. The 
ed ito ria l says tha t w hether peo­
ple who jo ined the FPCC “ were 
r ig h t or w rong is irre levan t to the 
la rger issue of w hether they should 
be capriciously subjected to  the 
retroactive persecution by a Sen­
ate committee tha t has so per­
sistently disgraced our free tra d i­
tions.”

The Kennedy adm in istra tion has 
a v ind ic tive  fu ry  against the F a ir 
P lay committee, w h ich  many 
months ago began a campaign fo r 
pub lic  investigation o f the C IA . 
Not on ly has i t  played a m ajor 
ro le in  exposing the C IA  con­
spiracy against Cuba b u t its  at­
torney, Stanley Faulkner, has 
o ffic ia lly  asked fo r  the ind ictm ent 
of A lle n  Dulles fo r vio lations of 
the N eu tra lity  Law  and U.S. trea ty 
commtiments.
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Inaction on Unemployment
Reports by some economists ind icate  th a t the recession has 

“ bottomed out,”  or stopped getting  worse from  the p o in t o f v iew  
o f production. Though there have been m any claims th a t an u p ­
tu rn  is beginning, the actual figures are no t ye t conclusive on 
th is  point. B u t w hether business a c tiv ity  has actua lly  begun to 
increase s ign ifican tly  or not, unem ploym ent is s t i l l  a t approx­
im a te ly  the same leve l i t  has been fo r the last f iv e  months. The 
seasonally adjusted rate  of unem ploym ent rose s lig h tly  to  6.9% 
last m onth. W hat is worse, the num ber of long te rm  jobless —  
those unemployed fo r  fifte e n  weeks or more —  rose to a post-w ar 
record o f 2,100,000 in  A p r il.

In  short, business is supposed to be getting  better, bu t un ­
em ploym ent is getting worse. The Kennedy adm in is tra tion  -has 
o ffered no plans so fa r  th a t w i l l  solve th is  problem. The latest 
a ttem pt by Kennedy to g ive the impression he’s doing something 
about chronic unem ploym ent is a proposal to Congress fo r  $75 
m illio n  to re tra in  w orkers whose jobs have been e lim ina ted  b y  
technological change. Such re tra in ing  should ce rta in ly  be provided 
a t company or government expense, b u t re tra in ing  in  and o f i t ­
self, doesn’t  create new jobs. W hat is more, the amount th a t 
Kennedy proposes is on ly  about $35 per long -te rm  unemployed 
person. A nd  an add itiona l 1.8 m illio n  w orkers are expected to be 
ousted by autom ation in  the next year.

Those Mythical MIGS
P olitic ians in  th is  country were ly in g  about Cuba before the 

CIA-sponsored invasion and they are continu ing  to  lie  a fte r it .
One of the most popu lar m yths being circu lated is th a t i t  was 

Soviet M IG  fig h te r je ts  th a t defeated the invasion. “ Those were 
no t Cuban jets th a t shot down troops las t week. They were Com­
m un is t M IG S,’'  declared New Y o rk ’s Governor R ockefe ller last 
week.

B u t according to P rem ier Castro, the Cubans d idn ’t  have any 
M IGS. Since th e ir  to ta l a ir  force at the tim e  o f the invasion 
consisted o f b u t s ix planes, he said, Cuba ve ry  much w ished i t  
d id  have some MIGS.

Castro’s facts were confirm ed b y  one o f the invaders who to ld  
the M iam i H era ld  M ay 3: “ S ix  lousy l i t t le  planes won the w ar 
fo r  Castro. He had seven bu t we got one.”

Castro was fu rth e r  confirm ed b y  Rear A d m ira l Edw ard  J. 
O’Donnell, base commander at Guantanamo Bay. Reporting the 
a dm ira l’s p ic tu re  o f the situation, the New Y o rk  Times o f A p r il  
20 said:

“ The sensitive radar on N avy ships here have picked up no 
trace of h igh  speed Cuban or Com m unist a irc ra ft. O ffic ia ls, there­
fore, are confident th a t there have been no M IG  figh te rs  in  th is 
area o f Cuba at least.”

The reason fo r  thé lies about the M IG S is no t ju s t to fu rth e r 
the propaganda m yth  about Cuba being a Soviet pawn, or s im p ly 
to  a lib i the defeat of the invasion.

The overrid ing  reason is th a t the sponsors o f the invasion 
can’t  a ffo rd  to adm it p u b lic ly  th a t i t  was smashed because the 
Cuban people so lid ly  supported th e ir  government in  repe lling  the 
attack. A fte r  a ll, once you adm it that, you s im p ly  have to say th a t 
a re invasion w ou ld  be fo r  the sole purpose o f reim posing U.S. 
dom ination on Cuba.

Kennedy Keeps a Promise
D uring  last year’s e lection campaign, Kennedy appointed a 

comm ittee to  prepare the Dem ocratic P a rty  P la tfo rm  pledges on 
c iv il r igh ts  fo r  Congressional action. Last week the proposals 
w h ich  resulted were introduced in  Congress. Im m edia te ly, K en ­
nedy disassociated h im self from  these b ills  and h is press secretary 
said, “ The President has made i t  clear th a t he does no t th in k  i t  is 
necessary at th is  tim e  to enact c iv il r ig h ts  leg is la tion.”  So much 
fo r  campaign promises loud ly  and p u b lic ly  made to the  labor 
movement and the Negro people.

The M ay 10 New Y o rk  Times explains th is  by saying “ there is 
no great pressure fo r  new legislation, and the adm in is tra tion  feels 
th a t any a ttem pt to  get i t  w ou ld  on ly h inde r other parts o f its  
leg is la tive  p rogram .”  There is, on the contrary, tremendous pres­
sure fo r  new c iv il r igh ts  leg is la tion  from  the Negro people, b u t 
th is  pressure has no channel in  Congress. So Kennedy y ie lds to  the 
pressure of the D ix iecra ts who do have pow er in  Congress, thanks 
to  the refusal o f the labor bureaucracy and the conservative Negro 
leadership to launch a new  party .

B u t there is another k in d  o f campaign promise to w hich  
Kennedy w i l l  be true. Governor Ernest V and iver o f Georgia d is­
misses the c iv il r ig h ts  b ills  as “ s i l ly ”  because i t  w ou ld  take federa l 
arms to  enforce them  and “ I  secured a prom ise fro m  Kennedy 
th a t troops w ou ld  never be used”  to  enforce school desegrega­
tion  in  Georgia. T ha t’s the k in d  o f promise —  made in  secret to 
a w hite-suprem acy leader —  th a t Kennedy keeps.

Framed-Up for Aiding Algerians
B y George Lavan

Indications from  H olland are 
tha t the tr ia l o f M ichel Raptis, 
better know n by h is pen name 
“ Pablo,”  and Sal Santen, European 
T ro tsky is t leaders, is soon about to 
begin. Pablo, a resident of France, 
and Santen, a citizen o f Holland, 
have now been in  prison w ithou t 
t r ia l  fo r  over ten months on 
charges w hich appear to have been 
concocted by the secret police of 
France, H olland and West Ger­
many.

The key charge in  the fram e-up 
is attem pting to counterfe it French 
money fo r the A lgerian National 
L ibe ra tion  F ron t (F L N ). Other 
charges are fabrication o f false 
id e n tity  cards and other papers 
fo r  the FLN  and purchase of ma­
teria ls fo r the FLN.

Both prisoners free ly  adm it 
th e ir support of the A lgerian  in ­
dependence struggle bu t categor­
ica lly  deny the counterfeiting 
charge. Indeed, they and th e ir de­
fenders have been hard pu t to  dis­
cover the details o f the alleged 
counterfe iting operation and have 
been pressing fo r months fo r  a 
t r ia l w hich w ould force the au­
thorities to substantiate the charge.

In  the same month (last June) 
tha t the D utch police arrested 
Pablo and Santen, there were 
press reports tha t West German 
police had raided a p r in t shop in  
Osnabruck and arrested tw o  H o l­
landers and a German preparing 
to counterfe it French francs. A n  
A lgerian, Ahmed Abbas, was also 
arrested.

Provocation
Numerous circumstances, in ­

c luding the D utch authorities’ im ­
mediate release o f one o f the a l­
leged counterfeiters as soon as the 
German police had pu t h im  on 
Dutch soil and his subsequence 
disappearance, indicate the whole 
counterfe iting aspect is a provoca­
tion  prepared by the secret police 
o f the three im peria lis t nations.

Aside from  coverage in  The 
M ilita n t, the only mention of the 
Pablo-Santen case in  the U.S. 
press was in  an artic le  by Paris 
correspondent George B. Boswell 
in  the M arch 13 New Leader. Bos­
w e ll stresses tha t the aid of the 
F ourth  In te rnationa l fo r the F LN  
w ent beyond propaganda and 
m ora l support; and tha t during 
the Nazi occupation Pablo and his 
w ife  had “ successfully p rin ted  tw o 
clandestine newspapers and coun-

B y M arve l Scholl
Fund D rive  D irector

As you can see from  the accom­
panying scoreboard, we d id  go 
over the top —  and by M ay Day!

I  take th is opportun ity  to thank 
everyone who helped make the 
fund the success i t  was —  espe­
c ia lly  those hardw ork ing  fund 
d irectors throughout the country 
who took th e ir jobs so responsibly. 
I t  is a tr ib u te  to them and the ir 
branches tha t in  these days of 
w idespread unemployment, they 
were nonetheless able to come in  
—  many of them over the top — 
on schedule.

To those many readers of The 
M ilita n t and to friends o f the 
Socialist W orkers Party, who sent 
in  the ir dollars d irec tly  to the 
“ General”  category or contributed 
to meeting the quotas set fo r the ir 
areas, we also say a heartfe lt 
thanks.

I t  is encouraging to  note tha t 
“ General,”  the last item  on the 
scoreboard is almost double w hat 
i t  was last time. The acceleration 
o f contributions to i t  im m ediate ly 
a fte r the invasion shows recogni­
tion  of the need to step up defense 
o f the Cuban revolution.

I  w ould  like  to  leave you w ith  
th is thought. This fund has reached 
a successful conclusion. B u t the 
need fo r  money is. an everlasting

terfe ited numerous iden tity  cards.”  
The artic le  then asserts tha t in  
1958 Pablo and his w ife  moved 
to  Amsterdam, “ probably because 
th e ir underground support o f the 
F LN  had forced them to  leave 
France. W ith  the help of a local 
p rin te r they turned out false 
papers fo r  FLN  agents, w h ich  the 
police la te r adm itted were of high 
qua lity . They also served the 
A lgerian  rebels as purchasing 
agents fo r  arms and am m unition.”

“ The norm al risks invo lved in  
th is  illega l w ork , pursued pure ly  
fo r  ideological aims, were com­
pounded by the activ ities of 
French undercover agents who are 
employed to break up clandestine 
groups w ork ing  fo r the FLN. These 
agents, commonly know n as La 
M ain  Rouge, have allegedly re ­
sorted to m urder in  a num ber of 
instances.”

Draws Protest
A  section of Boswell’s a rtic le  

accepting the counterfe iting charge 
as actual fact has draw n heated 
protests. In  the New Leader le tte r 
column (M a y  1), P ierre F rank of 
Paris, ed itor of Q uatrieme In te r­
nationale, w rites: “ This is the ve r­
sion o f the police. The Fourth  In ­
ternational and our comrades 
Pablo and Santen, w h ils t taking 
fu l l  responsib ility  fo r th e ir sup­
p o rt to  the A lgerian  revolution, 
have always denounced th is ac­
cusation of counterfe iting money 
as a provocation framed up as w e ll 
against the Fourth  Internationa] as 
against the F LN .”

A  w orld -w ide  campaign to de­
fend Pablo and Santen and secure 
th e ir libe ra tion  is underway. Ques­
tions about the ir unprecedented 
im prisonm ent fo r over ten months 
w ithou t t r ia l  have been raised in  
the Netherlands parliam ent.

Among those who have sent 
messages to the D utch authorities 
on the tw o prisoners’ behalf are 
Jean Paul Sartre, Simone de 
Beauvoir, Claude Bourdet, Roger 
B lin , A lfre d  Rosmer, Daniel 
Guerin, Claude Roy and many 
other distinguished French figures. 
F rom  England support has come 
from  eleven members of P a rlia ­
ment, many Labor P a rty  and un­
ion offic ia ls, Isaac Deutscher and 
m any others. F a rre ll Dobbs, na­
tiona l secretary o f the Socialist 
W orkers P a rty  of the U.S., cabled 
a demand fo r  th e ir release. O ther 
protests have come from  Asia, 
A frica  and L a tin  America.

one. R evolutionary socialists do 
w hat is necessary when  i t  is 
p o lit ica lly  necessary. Contributions 
are needed and welcome at any 
time! So don’t  le t the fact tha t 
th is fund  is completed in h ib it you 
from  sending contributions to: 
SWP, 116 U n ive rs ity  Place, New 
Y ork  3, N. Y.

As th e ir  t r ia l is about to  begin, 
i t  is im perative tha t organizations 
and ind iv idua ls w ish ing to help 
free these tw o socialist leaders, 
v/hose on ly crim e is a id ing the 
A lgerian  independence struggle, 
im m ediate ly send cables to be 
transm itted to the presiding judges. 
Such cables should be addressed: 
M. Roger Fo irie r, 89 rue Rouget 
de l ’ lsle, Suresnes (Seine), France. 
Copies should be sent to: M a itre  
Cammelbeeck, K iev itlaan  10, 
Eindhoven, Holland.

Worthy Tells How 
Cuban Revolution 
Benefits Negroes

W illia m  W orthy is one of the 
few  U.S. newspapermen covering 
the Cuban story who can look at 
h im self in  a m irro r w ithou t flin c h -, 
ing or blushing. In  the A p r i l  29 
A fro -A m erican  he discusses, in  his 
usual fo r th r ig h t fashion, an aspect 
of the Cuban revo lu tion tha t gets 
l it t le  attention in  most papers —  
the rac ia l aspect. Fo llow ing are 
excerpts from  his a rtic le :

Close to one-th ird  of the people 
of Cuba are A fro-Cuban, obvious­
ly, unm istakably. Poor they have 
always been, as slaves and serfs 
under the Spaniards, as peons on 
the vast U.S.-owned plantations. 
F rom  tim e to tim e U.S. marines 
broke th e ir strikes. In  1912, some 
of them w ent in to  open rebellion 
and fought w hat is know n as 
Cuba’s “ race w ar.”

Today the A fro-Cubans are F i-  
delistas. They are possibly the 
most fe rvent defenders o f the 
Cuban Revolution. When F ide l 
Castro proclaims this is a revo lu ­
tion  fo r  the poor and humble, the 
Afro-Cubans —  h ithe rto  the poor­
est and the hum blest —  are the 
prim e beneficiaries.

Cuba is Am erica’s “ lost p lanta­
tion .”  The desperate Cuban po l­
icies of our business-oriented gov­
ernm ent have one sing le-track ob­
jective: to regain possession o f tha t 
plantation  and to reimpose on the 
Cuban people the p lantation sys­
tem  . . .

The economic and po litica l col­
onialism  of the West has always 
had its color rationale. In  M iam i 
not long ago a hysterical Cuban 
counterrevolutionary spilled the 
beans when he warned: “ I f  the 
Revolution wins, i t  w i l l  be the 
de fin itive  tr ium ph  of the colored 
man in  Cuba.”

To h im  and his equally tw isted 
U.S. backers the contagious rac ia l 
equa lity  in  revo lu tionary Cuba 
looks dangerously like  an incom­
ing  tide  of b lack supremacy.

One purpose o f the invasion 
w ould  be to pu t A fro-Cubans back 
in to  the ir J im  Crow “ place.”  . . .

Home is home, I  long have to ld  
myself. Y e t w ith  every passing 
month I  anticipate few er and few ­
er regrets about handing in  m y 
J im  Crow resignation from  this 
m ora l wilderness.

Fund Scoreboard
Branch Quota Paid Percent
Pittsburgh $ 10 $ 12 120
Philadelphia 300 322 107
Allentown 120 125 104
Milwaukee 300 310 103
Cleveland 500 510 102
Boston 500 505 101
Seattle 500 505 101
Berkeley - Oakland 500 505 101
St. Louis 90 90 100
San Francisco 500 500 100
Detroit 625 625 100
Connecticut 150 150 100
Tw in Cities 1,200 1,200 100
Chicago 800 800 100
San Diego 280 280 loo
Newark 150 150 100
Los Angeles 5,000 5,000 100
New York 4,400 4,400 100
Denver 85 60 71
General 422

$16,020 $16,471 103

Supporters of Socialist Fund 
Reach Goal in Full and on Time
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Letters from Our Readers
Joe Hill’s Ashes

New York, N Y .
The other day I  got hold o f a 

paper from  Cuba, the A p r i l  8 issue 
o f R evolution  reporting a speech 
by F ide l Castro to  construction 
workers. Here is pa rt o f w hat i t  
said:

“ W ell we were already in  an 
epoch where there were no con­
tractors, where there were no 
g ra fting  adm inistrators, where we 
have already begun to assure job  
security, bu t s t i l l  there remained 
causes o f discouragement. W hat 
discouragement?

“ The discouragement of a w o rk ­
er who was w ork ing  w ith  pick, 
w ith  shovel, o r w ith  m ortar board 
or trow e l or whatever, and tha t 
w orker w ould see tha t w h ile  he 
was w ork ing  hard, there w ould be 
certain people w ith  better pay 
than he, who notw ithstanding 
were passing a ll day w ithou t doing 
anything. There were so many such 
evils, w h ich  were so discourag­
ing. And this w orke r w ould say: 
‘W hy should I  be the one to w ork  
harder here? W hy is th is señor so 
fo rtunate that he has to do ab­
solutely noth ing —  his w o rk  is so 
simple and easy tha t i t  could be 
done by a ch ild .’ ”

Castro goes on to say tha t the 
more they do away w ith  people 
getting paid fo r  g iv ing  orders and 
not w ork ing  themselves, the easier 
the w o rk  gets and the more the 
production goes up. I  never 
thought I ’d live  to see a head of 
a government ta lk  like  that. Re­
member Joe H il l ’s song where he 
says, “ To the grafters we’l l  sing 
th is re fra in : Chop some wood,
’tw i l l  do you good.”  That’s a great 
song. I  guess when the Wobblies 
took Joe H il l ’s ashes and gave 
them to the hoboes and sailors and 
to ld  them to scatter them a ll other 
the w orld , some must have gotten 
sprinkled around down in  Cuba.

F.H.

Militant Sales at UA W
D etro it, M ich.

The special eight-page M ilita n t 
w ent over b ig  on the opening day 
o f the U AW  convention here. Over 
150 copies were sold in  an hour 
and a h a lf to the delegates as they 
streamed in to  the convention ha ll.

This, in  spite of the fact th a t the 
delegates were deluged w ith  free 
papers, bu lle tins and circulars.

Some of our salesmen featured 
the back page devoted to conven­
tion  issues and others the fro n t 
page w ith  the big head, “ Stop the 
Crime Against Cuba.”

There were some hostile reac­
tions to the Cuba head. ( “ G ive i t  
to  Khrushchev,”  was one b righ t 
rem ark.) B u t others bought i t  be­
cause they liked  the headline.

Others, who are fa m ilia r w ith  
the a c tiv ity  of the Socialist W ork­
ers Party, no t on ly  bought the 
paper bu t contributed a quarter or 
a h a lf a buck in  addition.

Free copies were given to the 
tw o groups of demonstrators in  
fro n t of the convention ha ll. One 
was a group from  Local 212 pro­
testing the sen iority sellout in  the 
C hrysler-Briggs contract; the other 
members of the Greater D e tro it 
Unemployed Coordinating Com­
mittee.

The response was cordial, show­
ing many delegates are not taken 
in  by Reuther by any means. This 
points up the fact, in  the opinion 
o f some unionists here, tha t th is 
issue of the M ilita n t should have 
concentrated more f ire  on Reuth- 
e r’s plan to scuttle the a ll- im ­
portant demand fo r 30-for-40 be­
cause Kennedy’s against it.

J.A.

Castro Ignores ‘Tradition'
D etro it, M ich.

The fo llow ing  le tte r was sent by 
me to the D e tro it News and Free 
Press but was p rin ted  by neither:

F ide l Castro led his people in  
fig h tin g  the invaders. Castro is a 
“ foolish”  man, to w it: T rad ition  
allows leaders o f nations to be 
h igh ly  paid; safe and sound w ith  
the ir own bomb shelter (because 
they are “ more im portan t”  than 
other peop le); to  have extra-spe- 
c ia l roya l treatm ent; avoid com­
mon labor; have privileges; live  in  
palaces and W hite  Houses —  and 
be called “ democratic”  at the same 
time.

W hy does Castro begrudge h im ­
self these “ privileges” ? No one 
w ould critic ize  h im , least o f a ll in  
the USA.

B u t Castro is a “ foolish”  man. 
To w in  gains fo r his people, even 
small ones, he risks his l ife  and is 
always up fron t, sharing the dan­
ger, the w o rk  and the hardships.

That’s w hy the Cuban people 
support F idel. The ord inary  Cuban 
is not to ld  he is “ in fe rio r”  or 
more “ suited”  to  danger and hard­
ship than his leaders.

That’s w hy  there was no mass 
upris ing against Castro. That’s 
w hy  there were v ir tu a lly  no de­
fectors from  the m ilitia . That’s 
w hy the Cuban revo lu tion  is good.

R.F.

ISR Features Latin America and Cuba
B y Hedda G rant

“ One of the demonstrators pro­
vided. the spark tha t touched o ff a 
flam e of violence. Leaping a bar­
ricade that had been erected, he 
grabbed an o ffice r’s n igh t stick  
and began beating the o ffice r over 
the head. The mob surged fo rw ard  
as i f  to  storm  the doors, and a 
police inspector ordered thè f ire  
hose turned on. The w ater forced 
the crowd to the head of the balus­
trade, and the cold w ater had a 
sobering effect on the emotions of 
the demonstrators."

That was J. Edgar Hoover’s o f­
f ic ia l version of last year’s police 
a ttack on San Francisco student 
demonstrators against the House 
U n-Am erican A ctiv ities  Com m it­
tee.

Robert J. Meisenbach, 23-year- 
old U n ivers ity  of C a lifo rn ia  stu­
dent, was acquitted yesterday of 
charges tha t he triggered last 
M ay’s C ity  H a ll disturbance by 
clubbing a policeman w ith  his own 
b illy .”  —  San Francisco Chronicle, 
M ay 4, 1961.

The ju ry  found Meisenbach 
no t g u ilty  on the f irs t ba llo t a fter 
i t  heard the local police give an 
en tire ly  d iffe ren t story than Hoo­
ve r’s about how the students “ pro­
voked”  the police attack and a fte r 
three ot&er prosecution witnesses 
came up w ith  stories tha t contra­
d icted each other.

So fa r, to  our knowledge, Hoover 
has made no comment on the 
acqu itta l of Meisenbach or the 
dropping of charges against the 63

B y H erm an Chauka
Gov. Rockefeller has fin a lly  sold 

me on the bu ild -yourse lf-a -bom b- 
shelter program. The m ain reason 
th a t I ’ve taken a d im  v iew  o f the 
whole deal up to now is no t so 
much tha t I  fe lt  i t  was lost motion 
b u t tha t I  ju s t couldn’t  see being 
cooped up w ith  a lo t of other peo­
p le in  an underground concrete 
outhouse w ithou t any k ind  of a 
recreation program to pass the 
time. (They say there w ou ldn ’t  be 
any T V  a fte r the bomb drops and 
the most you w ould  get on your 
shelter rad io  is the CONELRAD 
announcements.)

B u t tha t’s where the governor’s 
new gim m ick comes in. To ex­
p la in  how  he sold me I  have to 
go back to when I  was grow ing 
up during  the depression.

In  those days we also had a lo t 
o f tim e to k i ll ,  most of i t  in  a 
pool room not much a ir ie r than a 
bomb shelter. One of the favorite  
diversions in  the pool room was 
to dream up sucker bets fo r  new­
comers. This not only passed tim e 
b u t also opened the possib ility  of 
getting in to  the b lackjack game in  
the back room.

One very  popular sucker bet in ­
volved a n icke l box of Uneeda

Wonder Why? —  “ W A S H IN - 
TON, M ay 4 (A P ) —  The U nited 
States In fo rm ation  Agency has 
stopped tak ing  polls abroad on 
w ho is w inn ing  the ‘cold w ar,’ a 
spokesman said today.”

Stevenson’s Nostalgia —  In  the
face of overwhelm ing evidence to 
the contrary, A d la i Stevenson, in  
the U nited Nations, b land ly  denied 
tha t the U.S. was organizing the 
invasion o f Cuba. On M ay 3, he 
said he sometimes yearns fo r “ the 
sim ple b ru ta lities  o f b ipartisan 
po litics.”

Robin Hood, Inc. —  The West- 
inghouse executives who rigged 
prices in  v io la tion  of the an ti­
tru s t law  offered th is explanation, 
according to the M ay 5 New Y ork  
Times: “ T he ir on ly  purposes in  the 
conspiracy, they said, were to p ro­
tect the company against ‘sharp 
purchasing practices,’ to  keep

J. E D G A R  H O O V E R , dis­
guised as a locomotive engineer, 
ready to railroad.

others who were arrested w ith  
him .

N either has the House U n- 
Am erican A ctiv ities  Committee, 
w h ich  set the stage fo r the police 
attack by packing its  “ pub lic”  
hearing to keep the students out.

Nor has the f i lm  company w hich 
has been peddling $100 p rin ts  of

Biscuits, a soda cracker w e ll 
know n then fo r its f i l l in g  quality. 
A fte r a proper buildup, a new­
comer w ould be offered a bet that 
he coudn’t  eat ten Uneeda Biscuits 
in  five  minutes.

Sounds easy? T ry  i t  sometime. 
You start cram ming the crackers 
in to  your mouth and before you 
can reach fo r a bottle  o f pop the 
five  minutes are up and your 
mouth is so stuffed w ith  soggy 
cracker meal tha t you can barely 
come up fo r  air.

So th a t’s how R o cke fe lle r sold 
me. Last week he announced tha t 
1,400,000 crackers (1,400 pounds) 
have been stockpiled in  the base­
ment of New Y o rk ’s state capitol. 
They’l l  serve as a tw o-w eek food 
supply fo r more than a thousand 
people in  the event of atomic a t­
tack.

The crackers aren’t  Uneeda B is­
cuits, w hich I  remember so fond­
ly. B u t they were developed by 
the same company, National B is­
cu it Co., in  cooperation w ith  the 
C iv il Defense Commission.

The governor says tha t 100 of 
these crackers w ould provide a 
complete balanced diet. Each one 
contains 20 calories.

I  never knew  how many calories 
were in  a Uneeda Biscuit. B u t I

workers employed during  periods 
o f low  business volume and to as­
sure the company su ffic ien t p ro ­
fits  to  continue the company’s 
costly research program  to benefit 
the pub lic  and the u t i l i t y  com­
panies.”

‘Old Shaky’ —  A n A ir  Force 
radar tow er on the New Jersey 
coast collapsed Jan. 15 k ill in g  a ll 
28 occupants. The A ir  Force now 
admits tha t three days before the 
structure collapsed i t  had been 
warned i t  was in  bad condition. I t  
was fu rth e r disclosed tha t there 
were know n defects in  the con­
struction of the tow er and tha t i t  
had been nicknamed “ Old Shaky”  
long before i t  fe ll in to  the ocean.

Protest Rally —  N early a thou­
sand students at Syracuse U n ive r­
s ity  in  New Y o rk  staged a ra lly  
M ay 5 protesting adm inistration 
e fforts to stop in te rrac ia l dating.

Operation A bo lition , a doctored 
version o f the attack fabricated in  
cooperation w ith  the House com­
mittee.

So fa r we’ve seen only tw o state­
ments on the significance o f the 
ju ry  verd ict. Meisenbach’s la w ­
yer, Jack Berman, said: “ This
knocks Operation A bo lition  in to  
the creek and i t  nails the lies in  
the orig ina l Police Departm ent re ­
ports. Both are fil le d  w ith  false­
hoods.

“ I t  is a d irect b low  to the House 
Committee on U n-Am erican A c­
tiv ities , given by 12 im pa rtia l 
citizens who f in a lly  heard a ll the 
facts.”

The other comment came from  
San Francisco Police Chief Thomas 
C ah ill whose face, according to the 
Chronicle, was “ rudd ier than 
usual.”  C ah ill said he was sure 
tha t the s ix cops who testified 
against Meisenbach had given the 
facts “ as they saw them.”

The chief also offered th is in ­
trigu ing  thought:

“ Maybe some of those people 
who critic ized the police ro le in  
the r io t ought to  take the police 
department exam ination.”

A fte r reading the “ report”  of 
the nation’s chief po litica l police­
man and the accounts of the cops’ 
testim ony at the tr ia l —  and after 
reca lling  how the cops clubbed 
and hosed the students fo r pro­
testing Congressional w itch  hun t­
ing —  we wonder jus t w hat tha t 
police department exam ination 
consists of.

Two coeds charged a dean had 
threatened to n o tify  th e ir parents 
i f  they continued to  date boys of 
a d iffe ren t race.

Ralph Chaplin Memorial —
Friends of Ralph Chaplin, w e ll-  
know n figu re  in  the Indus tria l 
W orkers o f the W orld, held a 
m em orial meeting in  New Y ork  
last month. Poet and song w rite r, 
Chaplin was the composer of Sol­
id a r ity  Forever. He died in  Ta­
coma, Wash., a t the age o f 83.

Should Plead Guilty —  A rth u r 
Schlesinger, Jr., special assistant to 
Kennedy, who drafted the “ W hite 
Paper”  w hich served as the pro­
paganda preparation fo r the U.S.- 
sponsored invasion o f Cuba, to ld  
a Baltim ore A D A  banquet tha t in  
th is  decade, “ the inte llectuals w il l  
be on tr ia l.”

A n  impressive array of articles 
selected w ith  an eye to the most 
im portan t issues of the day make 
the spring issue of the In te rna­
tiona l Socialist Review  a must on 
the reading agenda.

Here, as fa r  as we know, are 
the f irs t English translations of 
im portan t documents of the L a tin  
Am erican Conference fo r National 
Sovereignty, Economic Emancipa­
tion  and Peace recently held in  
M exico C ity. Included are the com­
plete te x t of the opening speech 
by fo rm er president o f Mexico, 
Lázaro Cárdenas; the complete tex t 
o f the speech of A lbe rto  T. Casella 
o f A rgentina, a co-sponsor o f the 
gathering; the fu l l  te x t o f the 
speech of Señora V ilm a  Espin of 
Cuba; and the unanim ously adopt­
ed declaration of the closing ses­
sion.

M u rry  Weiss’ artic le, “ The 
F ractu ring  o f the M ono lith ,”  gives

a d istinctive  analysis o f the Soviet 
bureaucracy’s policies since W orld  
W ar I I .  Here is traced the cause- 
and-effect re lationship of events 
in  Yugoslavia, East B erlin , Poland, 
Hungary, the Khrushchev revela­
tions and the cu rren t Sovie t-C hi- 
nese dispute on coexistence.

The C iv il W ar Centennial is 
marked by W illia m  F. Warde’s 
extrem ely fine  piece, “ The A m eri­
can C iv il W ar, Its  Place in  H is­
to ry .”  W ith  great o rig in a lity  i t  sets 
tha t great struggle in  the pattern 
of national and w o rld  develop­
ment.

B e rt Deck’s “ Guatemala —  the 
Lesson Cuba Learned”  provides a 
carefu l study o f the C IA ’s success­
fu l counter-revo lu tion there and 
the suicidal po licy pursued by the 
Arbenz regime.

Completing th is  issue’s l is t o f 
excellent articles is “ Socialized 
M edicine in  Great B rita in ”  by 
Carol Curtis.

Thought fo r the Week
“ W ater po llu tion  is getting worse as people live  closer together. 

Chemical and m icrobiological contaminants present increasing hazards 
to m ilk  and other foods. Streams have begun to poison bays, increas­
ing unsafe clams, oysters and mussels. D irtied  a ir  poses a serious haz­
ard. Most communities have inadequate garbage disposal fac ilitie s .” —  
From  a M ay 8 New Y o rk  H erald Tribune  account of find ings presented 
to Congress by public health experts.

I t  Was Reported in the  Press

know  tha t a hundred of them 
w ould keep you p re tty  fu l l  fo r the 
day —  i f  you could chew and 
swallow  tha t many in  a day.

So now I  figu re  that when I  hear 
the bomb drop I ’l l  make i t  up  to 
A lbany as fast as I  can. W ith  a 
thousand suckers in  tha t bomb 
shelter I ’l l  have i t  made. Since 
there w on’t  be the same turnover 
you get in  a pool room I  won’t 
k i l l  a good th ing  w ith  any get- 
r ich -qu ick  te n - in -five  m inute bets. 
Instead I ’l l  jus t innocently o ffe r 
a ll comers three to tw o tha t they 
can’t  eat 1,400 crackers in  14 days 
like  the governor says they’re sup­
posed to.

M r. Rockefeller also reported 
tha t the fa llo u t shelter has been 
completed in  the executive man­
sion and plans fo r  others are p ro ­
ceeding at his F if th  Avenue apart­
ment and his estate at Pocantico 
H ills . He d idn ’t  say whether he 
was stockpiling the crackers there. 
B u t i f  he does and I  can w o rk  m y 
way in to  one of them w ith  his 
rich  friends and relatives, I ’l l  rea l­
ly  come out loaded w ith  dough.

B u t being a conservative type 
gambler, I ’l l  back up m y bets by 
f irs t find ing  a bookie who w il l  
give me even money tha t I ’l l  ever 
come out.

There's Dough in Bomb Shelters
Munch Man!

J . E d g a r's  F IB  D e te c te d


