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Fair Players Defy 
Senate Witch Hunt

B y George Lavan
The unspeakable Senator East­

land ’s In te rna l Security Subcom­
m ittee spent fo u r days last week 
try in g  to smear the F a ir P lay fo r 
Cuba Committee bu t its w itch  
hun t efforts fa iled  m iserably.

Fo llow ing the appearance o f a 
U n ited  Press dispatch of an un­
a ttribu ted  bu t obviously inspired 
story about Communist P arty  
and Socialist W orkers P arty  
dom ination o f the FPCC, East­
land subpenaed over a dozen peo­
ple from  Cleveland and D etro it.

W h ile .  a few  of these people 
are active in  FPCC and one, Ed­
w ard  Shaw o f D etro it, is the o r­
ganization’s M idwest representa­
tive , most had l it t le  o r no connec­
tion  w ith  FPCC. In  a num ber of 
instances the on ly  connection was 
th a t they had availed themselves 
o f last year’s low-cost Xmas tour 
to  Cuba sponsored by F a ir P lay.

Fo llow ing the po licy  of p r in ­
c ip led non-cooperation w ith  the 
w itch-hunters, Shaw refused to

'Quit' -  R. Kennedy 
To Freedom Riders

B y Fred Halstead
JUNE 19 —  The ja ils  at Jack­

son, Miss., are f i l l in g  up. Free­
dom Ride tests of trave l fac ilities 
are spreading to other parts of 
the South. A nd A tto rney General 
Robert Kennedy, pressuring lead­
ers o f the Freedom R ider move­
m ent to abandon justice fo r the 
sake of the adm in istra tion ’s p o lit­
ica l s tab ility , is urg ing them to 
ca ll o ff the movement.

N ine leaders of the movement 
visited the A tto rney  General June 
16 and reported ly asked h im  w hy 
he d idn ’t  stop racist local o ffic ia ls  
from  arresting Freedom Riders. 
Neither side chose to comment 
fu l ly  on the conversation a fte r­
wards bu t the June 17 New Y ork  
Times reports tha t “ there are in ­
dications the A tto rney  General 
had to ld  the leaders tha t he fe lt 
the demonstrations started last 
m onth had made a point, bu t that 
noth ing fu r th e r could be gained 
a t th is  tim e by continuing the 
demonstrations.”

A n  example of the reasons w hy 
Kennedy wants the Freedom 
Riders to q u it was the order, is­
sued to state police last week by 
A labam a Governor John P atte r­
son, to refuse cooperation to the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
The F B I counts heavily on sup­
po rt from  the rac is t cops in  the 
South and has always studiously 
re fra ined from  doing anything 
they d idn ’t  like . This order is jus t 
Patterson’s w ay of rem ind ing the 
A tto rney  General tha t he expects 
continuing support fo r  the South­
ern system of exp lo itation. P atte r­
son was an im portan t supporter 
o f John Kennedy at the Demo­
cra tic  presidentia l nom inating 
convention last year.

Meanwhile, In  B ilo x i, Miss., 
U.S. D is tr ic t Judge Sidney Mize 
is being asked by Freedom Riders 
to ru le  on the constitu tiona lity  of 
the state’s “ breach of peace”  law  
w h ich  has been used as a sub­
terfuge to ja il  116 riders in  Jack­
son so fa r. F ifteen more riders, 
heading fo r  Jackson, a rrived in  
New Orleans from  Berkeley, 
C a lif., th is week.

tes tify  about the activ ities or 
members of the F a ir P lay com­
m ittee. Despite hours o f b u lly in g  ' 
by  Senator Dodd in  an executive 
(secret) session on June 14, Shaw 
d idn ’t  budge an inch. This brought 
from  the near-apoplectic Dodd the 
shout: “ You are the w orst witness 
I  have had in  30 years.”

A t a public session the next 
day Shaw read a statement blast­
ing the subcommittee’s vio lations 
of the B il l  o f R ights and suggest­
ing tha t i t  investigate the recent 
invasion of Cuba and Senator 
Dodd’s business dealings w ith  the 
reactionary regime in  Guatemala. 
The te x t of the statement fo l­
lows:

“ Having been interrogated at 
great length by  th is subcommit­
tee yesterday in  p riva te  session, 
i t  comes as a surprise to be called 
before a pub lic  session today. 
Such a move can only be con­
strued as an attem pt to  use the 
subcommittee fo r  ve ry  question­
able p u b lic ity  purposes w h ich  
have no re la tion to the legitim ate 
purposes of the subcommittee 
w h ich  is to determ ine the need 
fo r  new legislation or fo r  the 
amendment of curren t legislation.

“ As an Am erican whose lineage 
(Continued on Page 2)

Public Health Gains 
Registered in Cuba

The Cuban revo lu tion  is m aking 
impressive strides in  its public 
health program. On M ay 30, Pres­
ident Osvaldo Dorticos reported 
these gains to the nation:

•  In  1958 there wasn’t  a single 
ru ra l hospital in  Cuba. Today there 
are 62.

•  In  1958 the island’s public 
health budget was $22 m illion . 
The amount allocated fo r 1961 
was $72 m illion .

•  In  1958 there were 10,643 hos­
p ita l beds available fo r the coun­
t r y ’s population o f 6.5 m illion . To­
day there are 21,545, an increase 
of 112 per cent.

The Cuban president said tha t 
“ w ithou t a social revo lu tion i t  
w ould  have been impossible to 
carry on a program of public 
health.”

The scandalous public health 
s ituation in  the U.S. underlines 
his point.

B y H a rry  Ring

There was a universal sigh of 
re lie f in  1958 when Washington 
yielded to w orld -w ide  pressure 
and fo llowed the Soviet example 
in  ha lting  nuclear tests. B u t 30 
months o f non-testing is apparent­
ly  too much fo r  our bomb-happy 
politic ians and they are now seek­
ing  to resume the deadly explo­
sions.

The opening move to soften up 
the public was made by Rep. Chet 
H o lifie ld  of C aliforn ia, chairman 
of the Jo in t Congressional Com­
mittee on A tom ic Energy and one 
of the libe ra l lum inaries o f the 
Democratic party . He urged the 
adm inistration to  renounce the 
present test m oratorium .

H o lifie ld ’s- “ t r ia l balloon”  was 
fo llow ed June 18 by release o f a 
U.S. note to the Soviet Union 
w arn ing  tha t Washington is con­
sidering ending the curb on tests.

I f  the adm in istra tion carries 
through its th rea t i t  w i l l  mean 
fu rth e r po llu tion  o f the atmos­
phere and w il l  in tens ify  the dan­
ger o f a new w ar —  fought w ith  
weapons even more hellish than 
the ones tha t already exist in  suf­
fic ien t supply to “ o ve rk ill”  the 
w o rld ’s population.

One o f the reasons testing should 
be resumed, declared H o lifie ld , is 
tha t weapons “ concepts are being

considered by our scientists w hich 
could be as revo lu tionary as the 
H -bom b of 1949.”

The June 18 New Y ork  Times 
explained: “ One possible ‘revo lu ­
tiona ry ’ development is the so- 
called neutron bomb —  a ‘death 
ra y ’ device tha t w ould k i l l  every­
one in  the target area b u t leave 
no lingering  radioactive fa ll-o u t.”  

The arguments made to ju s tify

Shoreside Unions Support 
Seamen Pickets in Strike

NEW YORK, June 19 —  Unions 
o f longshoremen, oilworkers, ship­
yard  machinists, and teamsters are 
respecting p icket lines o f s ix  sea­
men’s unions, representing some 
83,000 members, w h ich  are in  the 
fo u rth  day o f a strike  against 
shipping companies on the A tla n ­
tic. and G u lf coasts. This solidar­
ity  is ty in g  up most U.S. shipping 
and many U.S.-owned ships regis­
tered under fore ign “ flags of con­
venience.”

The unions on strike  are: the 
37-000-member National M aritim e  
U nion; the 22,000-member A tla n ­
tic, G u lf and Lakes section o f the 
Seafarers In te rna tiona l U nion; the 
M arine Engineers Beneficia l As­
sociation and the Masters, Mates 
and P ilo ts w ith  11,000 members 
each; the Am erican Radio Asso­
ciation w ith  1,000 members; and 
the tanker section o f the Radio 
O fficers U nion w ith  1,500 mem­
bers.

The N M U  and the A R A  are 
united fo r bargaining. The SIU, 
the M EBA, and the ROU form  
another block. The Masters, Mates 
and P ilots union is bargaining

separately, bu t is collaborating 
w ith  the N M U  in  some features 
of the strike.

The demands of the s trik ing  
unions are varied, bu t they a ll 
seek company recognition o f the 
r ig h t , to  organize ships operated 
by U.S. owners under fore ign 
flags. The SIU  and M E B A  won 
agreement on th is  po in t from  some 
companies, w ith  whom  they have 
contracts, p r io r to  the strike. U.S. 
owners have registered about 450 
ships under the flags o f Honduras, 
L ibe ria  and Panama to avoid U.S. 
taxes, union conditions, and other 
operating expenses. These ships 
are not generally manned by c it i­
zens e ither o f the U.S. or o f the 
countries whose flags they fly .

Several o f the unions, pa rtic ­
u la r ly  the N M U  and the Masters, 
Mates and P ilots seek changes in  
w o rk  rules —  w hich a ffect net 
pay —  to gain equity w ith  other 
unions.

Before the negotiations, the 
N M U  had announced its central 
demand w ould  be fo r  a shorter 
w o rk  week in  the fo rm  o f longer 
pa id -tim e -o ff ashore. This demand 
has not been stressed recently.

Adlai Stevenson Dresses Down a Dictator
The best tha t the State D epart­

ment can hope to say about A lda i 
Stevenson’s L a tin  Am erican tou r 
w hich was intended to lin e  up 
anti-Cuba forces is tha t he m an­
aged to survive the t r ip  un­
scathed. Compared to the stone- 
th row ing  mass demonstrations 
th a t greeted N ixon  in  1958, th is 
is probably viewed as progress.

In  Chile, demonstrators smashed 
w indows at the U nited States In ­
form ation  Agency to protest 
Stevenson’s presence. In  Peru, 
police used tear gas to disperse 
students at the U n ive rs ity  o f San 
Marcos who wanted to le t h im  
know  how they feel about Yankee 
im perialism .

The nature o f the U.S. “ a l­
liance fo r progress”  was spot­
lighted w ith  Stevenson’s a rr iva l 
in  B o liva  the day nine demonstra­
tors were k ille d  by police and 32 
wounded. The demonstrators were

protesting a government round-up 
of union leaders.

Stevenson —  the pride o f A m er­
ican libera lism  —  extended “ sym­
pathy”  to the v ic tim s and de­
clared: “ We know  about the con­
stant agitation o f those who do 
not w an t progress and freedom, 
bu t m isery and communism.”  He 
declared President Paz Estens- 
soro’s crackdown represented “ a 
show of strength.”

H is efforts to  marshal support 
fo r the aggression against Cuba 
apparently made l it t le  headway. 
A fte r meeting w ith  B raz ilian  Pres­
ident Quadros —  a m a jo r holdout 
against the gang-up on Cuba —  
the most Stevenson could say was 
tha t he found the ta lks “ com fort­
ing.”  In  A rgentina he was b lu n tly  
to ld  the U.S. should pay less a t­
tention to Cuba and give more f i -  

• nancial aid to L a tin  America.
The “ tr ium pha l”  .moment of his

tou r came in  Paraguay, the only 
country tha t organized a “ pop­
u la r”  reception fo r  h im . A t the 
b idd ing o f President Stroessner —  
an iron -fis ted  d ic ta to r :— some 
1,000 people were present at the 
a irport.

Stevenson was p roperly  appre­
ciative. A t  the same tim e he found 
an ingenious solution fo r  the 
problem  o f a “ libe ra l”  greeting 
a dictator. In  his thank-you speech 
he said: “ We have d iffe ren t views 
about po litica l systems.”  C uri­
ously, th is “ bold”  rem ark was 
om itted from  the U.S.-provided 
Spanish translation fo r  the as­
sembled dignitaries.

In  re turn, Stroessner forestalled 
any possible annoyance or embar­
rassment fo r Stevenson by ship­
p ing a num ber o f opponents of 
the d ictatorship to  A rgentina and 
clapping others in to  prison.

a test resumption are shamelessly 
fraudulent. The essential propa­
ganda claim  is tha t the Soviet 
U nion may already be conducting 
undetected underground tests and 
tha t the Soviet negotiating team 
at Geneva has rejected an effec­
tive  system of test-ban inspection 
and control.

B u t the record shows tha t the 
blame fo r the absence o f a per­
manent test ban rests squarely on 
Washington. For nearly five  years 
the Soviet Union has pressed fo r  
such an agreement and the U.S. 
—  under both Eisenhower and 
Kennedy —  has resisted every step 
of the way.

F irs t there was the incredib le 
argument tha t fa llo u t re a lly  isn’t  
dangerous. ( “ Safer than cigaret­
tes,”  opined D r. Edward Te lle r.) 
Then came the gam bit th a t fu r ­
the r tests were necessary to  de­
velop a “ clean”  bomb. This was 
fo llow ed by the c la im  tha t a ban 
wasn’t  feasible because under­
ground shots couldn’t  be detected. 
They even exploded a bomb deep 
underneath the Nevada testing 
site to prove it. B u t —  o ffic ia l 
claims to  the contrary —  the blast 
was recorded as fa r  o ff as Alaska.

F ina lly , on M ar ch 31, 1958, the 
Soviet U nion announced a vo lun­
ta ry  h a lt to  testing. The w o rld ­
w ide pressure fo r the U.S. to  fo l­
low  su it was so pow erfu l tha t 
a fte r s ix more months o f stalling, 
Washington agreed to a tem porary 
m oratorium  and entered the 
Geneva negotiations w h ich  have 
dragged on since.

From  the outset Washington pu t 
every possible obstacle in  the 
path of agreement. A t the ve ry  
beginning i t  demanded tha t noth­
ing even be discussed u n til there 
was fu l l  agreement on technical 
problems of contro l and inspec­
tion.

A fte r the Soviet U nion conceded 
on inspection teams, the U.S. 
seized on Soviet insistence tha t 
there be tr i-p a r tite  inspection con­
tro l —  one Soviet representative, 
one U.S. and one neutral, w ith  
action on ly by unanimous consent. 
The U.S. now demands tha t one 
neutra l be in  charge. The Soviet 
U nion has viewed th is  w ith  
suspicion on the basis o f “ neutra l”  
Dag H am m erskojld ’s performance 
on behalf o f Western im peria lism  
in  the Congo.

The contention tha t the Soviet 
Union cannot be trusted to keep 

(Continued on Page 2)

Detroit SWP Urges 
Aid for Bus Fight

D ETR O IT —  Robert H im m el 
and Sarah Lovell, candidates fo r  
mayor and member o f the com­
mon council, endorsed by the So­
cia list W orkers Party, have pro­
posed tha t the c ity  adm inistration 
and local labor leaders Combine 
efforts to aid the Freedom Riders.

Buses to South
In  addition to ca lling  fo r  a 

“ mass picket line  around the 
Federal B u ild ing  demanding gov­
ernm ent protection o f the un­
restricted r ig h t to  trave l,”  the 
tw o candidates urged the unions 
and the common council to  send 
bus loads of Detroiters in to  the 
South.

“ The common council should 
charter hundreds o f buses, the 
labor movement should f i l l  them 
w ith  in te rrac ia l groups o f thou­
sands o f trade unionists,”  they 
said.

Throughout the ir campaign 
H im m el and L ove ll have insisted 
tha t i t  is labor’s obligation to 
support the Southern in tegration 
battle  and pointed out tha t such 
aid can fac ilita te  the unionization 
o f the South. This w ould  be the 
effective answer to the acute 
problem  of runaw ay shops.

M I L I T A N T

Washington Acts to Resume 
Cancer-Breeding Bomb Tests
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B y  Tom  K e r ry
Dissatisfaction w ith  the Reuther 

po licy  and leadership, expressed 
by  a vocal m in o rity  at the recent 
D e tro it Special Bargaining Con­
vention of the A F L -C IO  U nited 
Autom obile  Workers, is being 
echoed in  elections fo r local o f­
ficers now in  progress throughout 
the country.

In  Ford Local 600, the opposi­
tion  Job Security Slate headed by 
H a rry  Philo , came w ith in  less 
than 2,000 votes o f topp ling the 
entrenched Stellato machine. I t  
was the toughest opposition Stel­
la to  has faced since his election 
in  1950.

Stellato received 12,466 votes 
to  10,528 fo r  Philo. Stellato can 
derive l it t le  com fort from  his 
“ v ic to ry .”  H is f i l th y  smear cam­
paign coupled w ith  the in jection 
of racist poison has destroyed fo r-  

. ever his m ora l standing in  the un ­
ion.

Reuther’s Puppet
Stellato’s reliance on the Reu- 

the rite  machine in  eking out his 
slim  m a jo rity  strips h im  of any 
shred of “ independence”  w hich 
has been his m ain stock-in-trade. 
The ro le of Reuther puppet w il l  
n o t prove popular in  Local 600.

E lection returns from  locals in  
U A W  Region 6 (C a lifo rn ia ), give 
us a preview  of the discontent 
bo iling  up in  the ranks.

A n  opposition slate in  C hrysler 
Local 230, Maywood, ju s t about 
made a clean sweep of incumbent 
local officers.

The same resu lt occurred in  the 
election o f officers fo r Ford L o ­
cal 923, the L inco ln -M ercury  
D iv is ion  in  Maywood, Californ ia.

There is a rea l battle  on fo r 
contro l o f N orth  Am erican A v ia ­
tion  Local 887 in  Los Angeles. I t  
is  reported the Reutherites con­
sidered th is  one so im portan t tha t 
they assigned Leonard Woodcock, 
ace “ troubleshooter”  fo r  the m a­
chine, to take a d irect hand in 
the power struggle.

Most s ign ificant is the election 
v ic to ry  scored by a group o f gen­
uine m ilitan ts  in  the General M o­
tors Local 216 election at the 
South Gate plant.

Seven of the eight opposition 
candidates in  Local 216 were 
elected along w ith  three inde­
pendents who incline tow ard the 
opposition.

The centra l core of the Local 
216 opposition has long been iden­
tif ie d  as the most vigorous oppo-
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Educational Encampment at Mountain 
Spring Camp in the Pocono Foothills. 
June 26 to July 4. Lecture Series. W il­
liam F. W arde on The Development of 
Democracy from the Greeks to Our Day. 
Evelyn Reed on Marriage and the Fam­
ily Today. Tom Kerry on 30 Years of 
U.S. Labor Struggle. Joseph Hansen on 
Cuba, Latin America and the Permanent 
Revolution. George Lavan and Henry 
Ring on Socialism and the Negro Strug­
gle. Tim Wohlforth leads a symposium 
on The Youth Movement in Many Lands. 
Sumptuous meals. Swimming. Recreation. 
$37.50 to  $50 a week. $6 to  $8 a day. 
For reservations, call M ountain Spring 
Camp, W ashington, N. J. Phone 689- 
9852. Ausp. M ilita n t Labor Forum.

•
NEW  YORK  

The Fair Play for Cuba Committee
will hold' a gala dance to  welcome de le­
gates to  its f irs t national conference. 
Sat.., July I, 8:30 p.m. Central Plaza 
Second Ave. a t 7th St. Dancing. En­
terta inm ent, Refreshments. C ontrib . $2.

*  *  *

A  Dance to  Celebrate Cuba's 26th 
of July. Guests of  honor: Julio Medina,
o.rg. sec'y, 26th o f Ju ly  Movement; 
Mellita del Villar, FPCC; Richard G ib­
son, acting exec, sec'y, FPCC; Berta 
Green, sec'y, FPCC Entertainment. La­
tin  American band. Sat., July 22, Leon­
ardo Da Vinci Hall, 350 Flatbush Ave. 
Ext. (O pp. Paramount Theater.) BMT to  
DeKalb Ave. IRT to  Nevins St. C ontrib . 
$2. Tickets in advance only. Send check 
or money order to  Fair Play to r Cuba 
Com m ittee, 799 Broadway, New York 3, 
N . Y. Ausp. Brooklyn Chapter, FPCC.

R euther

nents of the Reutherite leadership 
in  the In te rna tiona l Union. They 
have been the most consistent ad­
vocates of a 30-hour week w ith  
no reduction in  pay and fo r 
breaking w ith  the po licy of sup­
porting  candidates of the Demo­
cratic party.

As the deadline fo r  contract 
negotiations draws near, the ranks

(Continued from  Page 1)
can be traced to ancestors who 
took p a rt in  the b ir th  o f the U n it­
ed States of Am erica as an in ­
dependent and sovereign nation, I  
am proud to have been called be­
fore  th is  subcommittee. I t  is no 
accident tha t the Senator from  
Mississippi who signed the sub- 
pena ordering me to tes tify  to ­
day, a senator who does not rec­
ognize the F irs t Am endm ent nor 
the Fourteenth Amendment to our 
Constitution, who comes from  a 
state w h ich  does not a llow  nearly 
h a lf o f its  adu lt citizen to vote, 
w ho w ith  his colleagues on th is 
subcommittee is attem pting to 
smear and stifle  those who w ould 
uphold the in teg rity , d ign ity  and 
honor of the U nited States, should 
consider me a danger to his con­
cept of the Am erican w ay of life . 
A ttack  by th is  subcommittee im ­
plies recognition by the enemies 
of freedom at home and abroad 
tha t m y efforts on behalf of free­
dom and tru th  have been to some 
avail. I  feel honored.

Not Intim idated
“ I  w i l l  not be in tim ida ted  into 

cooperating w ith  you in  your ef­
fo rts  to suppress the free expres­
sion of public indignation over the 
illega l and im m ora l invasion of 
Cuba by the U.S. government and 
its  Central In telligence Agency. 
Here indeed is a more pertinent 
m atter fo r  invesigation by th is 
group, combined perhaps w ith  the 
overthrow  of the lega lly elected 
government of Guatemala in  1954 
in  w h ich  the C IA  participated. To 
fac ilita te  fu rth e r w a rlike  moves 
against Cuba th is  inqu is ito ria l 
body is try in g  to subvert freedom 
of expression and other trad itiona l 
liberties, to  in tim ida te  ind iv idua ls 
and organizations who dare to 
speak and w rite  the tru th , and to 
cover the entire nation w ith  that 
atmosphere o f prejudice, hatred,

How Cuba Uprooted 
Race Discrimination

B y H a rry  R ing

Introduction by 
Richard Gibson

16 pages 15 cents
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are becoming more uneasy about 
the po licy of the Reuther leader­
ship. No attem pt has been made 
to prepare the membership fo r a 
showdown fig h t w ith  the corpora­
tions.

Reuther has been so preoccupied 
w ith  stumping the country as Ken­
nedy’s representative on the 
“ Tractors fo r Freedom”  com m it­
tee tha t he has had lit t le  tim e to 
m ount a campaign fo r  the union’s 
contract objectives.

There is a grow ing feeling tha t 
Reuther does not in tend to make 
a real fig h t b u t is re ly ing  on his 
“ fr ie n d ”  in  the W hite House to 
gain concessions from  the auto 
barons.

In  v iew  of President Kennedy’s 
openly proclaimed opposition to a 
reduction of hours w ith  no reduc­
tion  in  pay and his o ft repeated 
warnings against “ increasing la ­
bor costs,”  the Reuther po licy can 
only succeed in  leading the union 
in to  a trap.

There is ferm ent in  the ranks 
of the auto workers. Thus fa r 
the ferm ent has given rise to dis­
content w hich expresses itse lf in  
opposition movements, often in ­
choate and on a local level. In  
the event of a repetition  o f the 
1958 contract fiasco these local 
opposition movements m ust fin d  
th e ir focus on the heart of the 
problem  — the national Reuther 
leadership.

fear and oppression w h ich  per­
sists in  the home state of M r. 
Eastland and to w h ich  he owes 
his present position as U.S. sen­
ator.

“ F ina lly , w hy not investigate 
priva te  business dealings w ith  
fore ign governments such as 
Guatemala in  v io la tion  of the 
Logan Act? I  suggest tha t perhaps 
Senator Dodd could give interest­
ing testim ony in  th is regard.”

...Nuclear Tests
(Continued from  Page 1)

its w ord on a test ban is a prim e 
example of sheer brass. I t  was 
W ashington tha t dropped the f irs t 
atom ic bombs on defenseless 
Japanese w ith  the hypocritica l 
cla im  tha t i t  was necessary to  end 
the war. (Japan had already sent 
out peace feelers.) I t  was Wash­
ington tha t v io lated Soviet borders 
w ith  the U-2 and then lied  about 
it .  I t  was Washington tha t organ­
ized the invasion o f Cuba and 
lied  about it.

And Washington is even ly ing  
about the danger of the Soviet 
Union outstripp ing the U.S. in  the 
atomic race by carry ing on unde­
tected underground tests. This was 
revealed in  a June 19 New Y ork  
Times ed ito ria l w h ich  said: 
“ W hile clandestine underground 
tests are possible, these are lim ited  
to ra ther small bombs and are 
ve ry  costly and cumbersome. 
There is no clear evidence that 
such tests have taken place, and 
there is ve ry  small like lihood 
tha t enough of them could have 
taken place to catch up  w ith  us.”

The move to resume the tests 
w i l l  b ring  b itte r w o rld  opposition. 
This was ve rified  in  a report 
compiled by the U.S. In fo rm ation  
Service. C ontrary to usual p ro ­
cedure w ith  such reports, the con­
tents have been keep secret. B u t 
the June 16 New Y ork  H erald  
Tribune  reported: “ I t  is under­
stood, nevertheless, tha t foreign 
d iplom atic posts report tha t in  In ­
dia, Japan . . . large areas of L a tin  
Am erica and some other coun­
tries, the present reaction . . . 
w ould  be very  bad fo r  the U nited 
States.”

Yet Washington is considering 
defying th is sentiment. Unless the 
no-test demand is sharply in tensi­
fied  —  abroad and at home —  
the w o rld  w i l l  be subjected to 
even more po llu tion  by cancer- 
breeding strontium .

( The fo llow ing  are excerpts 
from  a June 8 speech by F idel 
Castro to the conference o f the 
In te rna tiona l Student Union in  
Havana.)

Do you believe we pu t obstacles 
in  the w ay of N orth  Americans 
who w an t to v is it Cuba? No, our 
doors are open. I f  they want, le t 
three m illio n  of them come —  in 
peace of course —  to v is t Cuba 
so they can see how horrib le  the 
Cuban regime is, how discontented 
the people are. O ur a ttitude is, 
come to see w ha t a democratic 
government is, w ha t a revo lu­
tionary  government is.

They don’t  w an t Southern Ne­
groes to v is it Cuba. They don’t 
w ant honest labor leaders to v is it 
Cuba. They don’t  w an t decent 
un ive rs ity  professors to v is it 
Cuba. They pre fer to lie  w ithou t 
l im it  and not le t anyone v is it 
Cuba. I t  is as i f  we w ould  be 
a fra id  to le t people go to the 
U nited States because they m igh t 
come back im perialists.

We’re ready to  send on a v is it 
to  the U nited States as m any peo­
ple as they want. We’re even 
ready to have people take a 
course in  a un ive rs ity  over there 
to see i f  bra in-w ashing exists. 
Because i t ’s a ve ry  curious th ing  
. . . w hy  can the communists 
brainwash and the im peria lists 
can’t. . . . The fact is tha t the 
im peria lists convince no one, that 
is a ll; and the communists can 
convince someone. A t least they 
te ll us th is is a communist gov­
ernment. We haven’t given i t  th is 
name. We have said th is  is a so­
cia list revolution.

B u t we have something to say 
to the N orth  Americans who come 
here because even the most illu s ­
trious magnate, the most illu s ­
trious Western landholder —  we 
w ould  b ring  them here and the 
people w ould  show them where 
the w orkers on a People’s Farm  
are liv in g  . . .  a ll the advantages 
the- w orkers have.

We w ould  po in t out a b ig estate 
where s ix people used to w o rk  
and where 2,000 people are now 
w orking. We can show them how 
we have to recru it men from  the 
c ity  to  cut cane because there 
aren’t  enough workers. A nd  we’d 
ask h im : M ister, how do you ex­
p la in  tha t in  the U nited States, 
w ith  so many factories, there is 
so much unemployment? And the 
M ister w ouldn ’t  f in d  a th ing  to 
say. He’d start ta lk ing  about free 
enterprise . . . the advantages of 
free enterprise, etc., etc. B u t he 
w ou ldn ’t  be able to explain to us 
how come there’s so much unem­
ploym ent in  his country —  w ith  
a ll its  factories —  and how come 
in  our country —  w ith  so few  
factories —  there is  so much em­

ployment.
A nd we’d ask him , how come 

no more than a few  hundred 
fam ilies go to the luxurious clubs 
in  his country, and we’d take h im  
fo r  a ride along the Havana shore 
on a Sunday afternoon and he 
could see the people in  th e ir social 
clubs w hich used to be aristocratic 
clubs where only a few  could go.

A nd  we’d take h im  to L ib e rty  
C ity, Batista ’s old Pentagon, now  
converted in to  the Education M in ­
is try , fu l l  o f kids, and we’d ask 
h im : M ister, w ou ldn ’t  i t  seem a 
good idea to you i f  the Pentagon 
were a school?

Then we’d take h im  to Vara­
dero, where he’d see a w orker 
and his fa m ily  staying in  a hotel 
more luxurious than one in  
M iam i, where nobody except m il­
lionaires go. A nd we’d ask h im  
i f  i t  d idn ’t  seem lik e  a good th ing  
to h im  fo r N orth  Am erican w o rk ­
ers, also, to go bath ing at a ll the 
M iam i beaches.

A nd fin a lly , we’d show h im  how 
we —  w ithou t indus tria l develop­
ment —  can give our workers, 
peasants and humble people w hat 
they —  w ith  a ll th e ir factories 
and a ll the ir indus tria l develop­
ment —  cannot g ive to th e ir peo­
ple. A nd we give more vacations 
than they do. A nd  w orkers have 
shorter hours than they do and 
here a factory w orke r has more 
righ ts because over there a boss 
comes along and fires him. That’s 
w hy the capitalists over there 
have a fund  so tha t when they 
f ire  a w orker he w on’t  protest too 
much because he can get compen­
sation fo r a few  months. B u t then 
the tim e comes when the compen­
sation stops.

And the w orker over there . . . . 
has no guarantees. The boss lays 
h im  o ff and then they say th a t’s 
a good th ing  because i f  there’s a 
lazy w orker the boss should fire  
h im . Oh, bu t i f  there’s a lazy boss, 
not a ll the workers together could 
lay  h im  o ff . . . .

W hat w ould they say to a Cuban 
w orker or peasant who w ent over 
there? A re  they going to te ll h im : 
look at tha t love ly  landed estate, 
w hat a great big estate. A re  they 

.going to take a peasant from  a 
cane cooperative to the Southern 
part of the U nited States where 
they have plantations where the 
Negro laborers w o rk  like  slaves 
and say to h im : Look at tha t fine  
plantation?

B u t we can say to the Negro 
laborer: Look at tha t fine  co­
operative where you are the mas­
ter and the adm in istra tor and 
there aren’t  any overseers. We do 
have something to say to the 
N orth  Am erican workers, farm ers 
and students. A nd  they don’t  have 
a th ing  to te ll us bu t lies.

... fair Players Defy Witch Hunt

"We'd Ask Him, How Come... ?"
“ B A LA N C IN G .”  A  cartoon by Chagro in  Revolución.

Ferm ent in the UAW  Locals
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Was Hungarian Revolution Anti-Socialist?

Korea and Cuba -  The Difference
“ SEOUL, Korea, June  6 -— The South Korean m ilita ry  jun ta  

decreed today an absolute m ilita ry  d ictatorsh ip  w ith  pow er w ielded  
by a handfu l o f o fficers  . . . .  the ju n ta  assumed d ic ta to ria l powers 
th a t not even D r. Syngman Rhee had enjoyed.”  —  From  a June 7 
New Y o rk  Times dispatch.

“ SEOUL, Korea, June  7 —  Gen. C arte r B. M agruder, com­
m ander o f U nited Nations forces here, declared today tha t he w ou ld  
‘continue to w o rk  w ill in g ly ’ w ith  the m ilita ry  ju n ta  to strengthen  
the defense o f South Korea.”  —  From  a June 8 New Y o rk  Times 
dispatch.

I t  is hard to conceive of tw o news excerpts w hich  w ould  
p rovide  a m ore complete ind ic tm ent o f U.S. fo re ign  policy.

F or more than tw o  years W ashington has been try in g  to over­
th ro w  the most popu lar government the Cuban people have ever 
enjoyed —  and the crusade to  overth row  th a t government is 
wrapped in  pious lies about “ a n ti- to ta lita ria n ism ”  and “ freedom .”  
B u t in  South Korea, the Pentagon —  in  24 hours —  can come to 
terms w ith  the v iles t k in d  of ty ran ny  and declare its  readiness to 
“ w o rk  w ill in g ly ”  w ith  it.

The s tring  o f d ictators around the globe w ho rem ain in  power 
by the grace o f the U.S. is long and sickening. The “ lib e ra l”  w ing  
of the co ld -w ar movement complains th a t such partnerships 
“ d is to rt”  the U.S. image abroad and th a t th is  should be corrected 
so th a t the cold w a r m ay be more e ffective ly  prosecuted.

B u t alliances w ith  such d ic ta to ria l regimes is in  the  very 
nature  of U.S. im peria lism . The cold w ar and the préparations fo r 
an eventual ho t one are not based on any shibboleths about free ­
dom —  th a t’s propaganda fo r the masses. The rea l aim, simply, 
is to save capita lis te  where i t  s t i l l  exists in  the w o rld  and to  re ­
store i t  where i t  has been abolished.

W ith  the m a jo r ity  o f the people o f the w o rld  m oving in  an 
a n ti-cap ita lis t d irection, dictatorships lik e  the South Korean jun ta  
ine v itab ly  develop in  those countries where the people are tem ­
p o ra r ily  unsuccessful in  th e ir  e ffo rts  to end cap ita lis t explo ita tion.

Since such dictatorships serve the same fundam enta l aim 
w h ich  U.S. fo re ign  po licy seeks to  achieve, i t  is on ly a n a tu ra l law  
o f po litics th a t they should be included in  the alliance.

B u t th e ir  inclusion in  the “ free w o r ld ”  serves to  expose the 
ly in g  nature  o f the propaganda claims about i t  and to po in t up the 
need fo r opposition to the reactionary fo re ign  po licy  and to  the 
b i-pa rtisan  b ig  business government w h ich  promotes it.

Dominican Danger Signal
The State D epartm ent announces the situation in  the D om in­

ican Republic necessitates “ close and continu ing study, which 
m ay w e ll invo lve  fu rth e r on-the-spot observations”  by the O r­
ganization of Am erican States. Th is is another move in  creating 
a device fo r  U.S. in te rven tion . The U.S. m ilita ry  b u ilt  the T ru ­
j i l lo  machine and U.S. corporations are s t i l l  p ro fit in g  from  the 
b ru ta l system o f exp lo ita tion  i t  protects. B u t its  a b ility  to w ith ­
stand a revo lu tiona ry  storm  such as th a t w h ich  swept Cuba is 
questionable. So W ashington is now considering in te rven ing  in  
the name of the OAS and parlay ing  such an in te rven tion  in to  an 
a ttack on Cuba. As W illia m  V. Shannon reports in  the June 13 
New Y o rk  Post: “ There has developed w ith in  the adm in istra tion  
a proposal fo r  a tw o-pronged m ilita ry  operation against Cuba 
and the Dom inican Republic simultaneously. The idea behind i t  
is tha t the U.S. would  be m oving in  the name o f democracy 
against dictatorships o f the le f t  and o f the r ig h t.”

New Anti-Union Frontier
The labor m ovement is now faced w ith  a dangerous new move 

by the federal government in te rfe ring  in  in te rna l union a ffa irs.
A tto rn ey  General Robert Kennedy, the m illio n a ire  who pa­

rades a's an opponent of “ undem ocratic”  union practices, has in ­
voked the K e n n e d y -L a n d ru m -G riffin  law  against the democratic 
r ig h t of un ion members to elect th e ir  ow n officers.

Kennedy used the la w ’s provision, w hich p roh ib its  the ho ld ­
ing of un ion o ffice  by any person who was a member o f the Com­
m un is t P a rty  w ith in  the previous fiv e  years, to  in d ic t A rch ie  
B rown, a west coast longshoreman. B row n is a member of the 
executive board o f Local 10 o f the In te rna tiona l Longshoremen’s 
and Warehousemen’s Union.

The union has taken the sound position of fu l l  backing to 
B rown. The Local 10 executive board voted Unanimously to  “ stand 
b y  and defend B row n .”  IL W U  president H a rry  Bridges declared 
in  the June 2 issue o f the un ion ’s paper, the Dispatcher, tha t 
“ B row n was elected a m ember o f the 3 5-m an executive board by 
the secret ba llo t o f h is fe llo w  longshoremen. They p u t h im  in to  
o ffice  and they —  and none else —  can remove h im  from  office 
in  accordance w ith  the provisions o f the constitu tion o f th is 
un ion .”

“ We have no second-class citizens in  the IL W U ,”  said Bridges, 
“ and every m ember —  irrespective of race, color, creed, nationa l 
o rig in  or p o litica l be lie f —  can be nominated, run  for, and be 
elected to any union office. He serves as long as the members w ish 
h im  to serve.”

P ractica l se lf-in te rest alone makes i t  im pera tive  fo r  the entire  
union movement to  support the IL W U  in  th is  stand. '

B y Shane Mage
The statements by Prem ier 

Khrushchev quoted in  K .M .G .’s 
le tte r contribute much more to our 
understanding of M r. Khrushchev 
than of the Hungarian Revolution. 
H is version of what happened in  
Hungary was created to ju s tify  his 
suppression o f the revolution, and, 
shocking as this may be to many 
people, there is scarcely a w ord of 
tru th  in  it.

Thus Khrushchev claims that 
his arm y intervened in  Hungary 
at the request o f the Hungarian 
government and on the basis of 
existing in te rnationa l agreements. 
B u t the fact is tha t the in terven­
tion  o f November 4, 1956, aimed 
at the overthrow  of the legal H un­
garian government headed by Im re  
Nagy; and th is at the ve ry  mo­
ment when the Soviet government 
was negotiating w ith  the Nagy 
government! Khrushchev claims 
tha t the Kadar government, w hich 
he h im self created and imposed on 
Hungary, constituted the “ leg iti­
mate”  government. The transpar­
ency o f th is claim  can best be ap­
preciated i f  we consider an anal- 
agous, and dangerously possible, 
situation: Kennedy recognizing
M iro  Cardona as the head of the 
“ leg itim ate”  Cuban government 
and at his request sending U.S. 
troops in to  Cuba to overthrow  
F ide l Castro’s government.

Again, Khrushchev states that 
the execution of Im re  Nagy, Pal 
M aleter, M ik los Gimes and other 
leaders of the Hungarian Revolu­
tion  was “ a pure ly  in te rna l a f­
fa ir .”  The fact is tha t Im re  Nagy, 
a fter the Russian invasion, took 
asylum in  the Yugoslav Embassy. 
When the Kadar government 
promised h im  safe conduct he and 
his comrades le ft the embassy — 
and were p rom ptly  kidnaped by 
the Russian po litica l police. They 
were kept prisoners in  Rumania 
by the Russians fo r a year and a 
h a lf and only sent back to H un­
gary to be k illed . Is th is a “ pure ly  
in te rna l a ffa ir” ?

Secret T ria l
Nagy, M aleter and the others 

were Communists who, whatever 
po litica l mistakes they may have 
made, always fought to b u ild  a 
democratic and socialist Hungary. 
T he ir rea l “ crim e”  was sim ply 
tha t they attempted to persuade 
other Communists of the correct­
ness of the ir po litica l ideas, 
through Im re  Nagy’s book, In  De­
fense of the New Course (pub­
lished in  the U.S. under the tit le  
Im re  Nagy on Com m unism ). The ir 
t r ia l was secret —  w hat did the 
H ungarian government have to 
hide in  th is “ in te rna l a ffa ir ” ? Isn ’t  
i t  p la in  tha t the execution of Im re  
Nagy was m erely the latest in  the 
long series of S ta lin is t fram e-up 
murders w hich took the lives of 
such Communist leaders as Z ino­
viev, Bukharin, Rajk, Kostov, and 
Slansky?

B u t Khrushchev’s m ain conten­
tion  is tha t the Hungarian Revolu­
tion  was rea lly  a H orthy ite  coun­
te r-revo lu tion  aimed at restoring 
fascism and was carried out by 
a “ handfu l of fascist supporters 
and im peria lis t agents . . . fo llowed 
by a small number of misguided 
honest people.”

Is not th is accusation obviously 
unsupportable on its ve ry  face? 
The H ungarian “ Peoples Republic”  
possessed a large arm y and a 
pow erfu l, e ffic ient, and ruthless 
secret police. W hy couldn’t  th is 
Hungarian  force handle w ith  ease 
anyth ing a “ hand fu l”  o f fascists 
could attempt? W hy was the in ­
tervention o f the Russian forces 
required?

The answer is tha t the p icture 
given by Khrushchev is to ta lly  
false. A ll  eyewitness accounts, in ­
c luding those of Communist jo u r­
nalists, like  Peter F rye r (London 
D a ily  W orker) and W ictor W oro- 
zylsky (W arsaw Nowa K u ltw ra ), 
agree tha t the Hungarian Revolu­
tion  was the w o rk  of an entire 
people in  arms, led by the w o rk ­
ing class. The revo lu tion  began 
when the secret police fire d  in to  
a peaceful demonstration of w o rk ­
ers and students who were de-

Reader Cites Khrushchev
Glens Falls, N. Y.

I  should like  to comment on certain rem arks made by M r. H a rry  
Ring in  his artic le, “ Two Stevensons and One Roa,”  A p r i l  24th The 
M ilita n t, beginning w ith  the words “ the real analogy between H un­
gary and Cuba,”  and ending w ith  “ they wanted national independence 
and socialist democracy.”

Undoubtedly you know  tha t P rem ier Khrushchev has w ritte n  a 
book entitled  For V ic to ry  in  Peaceful Competition w ith  Capitalism, 
published in  the U.S. in  1960 by Dutton & Co. In  th is  book M r. K . 
repeats comments he made to the open le tte r addressed both to h im  
and President Eisenhower by L o rd  Bertrand Russell in  la te 1957 
regarding disarmament, cessation of nuclear weapons tests, etc. 
Secretary o f State John Foster Dulles replied to Lo rd  Russell in  
the name o f President Eisenhower. Says M r. K .:

“ M r. Dulles speaks of the Hungarian revolt. The essence of th is 
m atter is that in  H ungary the H o rthy  elements, the agents o f fo r­
eign monopoly capital, tr ied  to overthrow  the Peoples Democratic 
order to restore the hated fascist regime. The hand fu l o f fascist 
supporters and im peria lis t agents were fo llowed by a sm all number 
o f misguided honest people. In  pursuing th e ir an ti-popu lar aims, the 
enemies o f socialist H ungary took advantage o f mistakes made by the 
fo rm er H ungarian leaders. The conspirators provoked a rebellion 
against the legitim ate government of the Hungarian Peoples Re­
pub lic  w h ich  the people had elected on a constitu tional basis. To 
declare tha t these H orthy  elements were expressing the w il l  o f the 
people is to present black as w hite.

“ The H ungarian government had every r ig h t to appeal fo r  help 
and the Soviet Union, on the basis of the agreements existing be­
tween our tw o countries, gave assistance to Hungary —  in  the in ­
terests o f the Hungarian people and to the people of the entire  
w o rld  —  to prevent the re tu rn  o f the H orthy  regime and to pu t an 
end to the fascist violence tha t had begun in  Hungary. This 
was given on leg itim ate grounds and i t  was ju s tifie d  from  every 
po in t o f view. I f  the counter-revolution had succeeded in  estab­
lish ing a fascist regime in  H ungary i t  w ould have been a tremendous 
disaster fo r the peoples o f Europe —  not fo r  Europe alone because 
i t  could have led to trag ic events, s im ila r to those w h ich  fo llow ed 
the fascist seizure o f power in  Germany, A ustria  and Spain, w h ich  
caused the people so much suffering and bloodshed, inc lud ing  the 
peoples o f the U.S., B rita in  and France . . . .

“ M r. Dulles drags in  H ungary m erely to confirm  his argument 
tha t the Soviet U nion in terferes in  the in te rna l a ffa irs  o f other 
countries . . . .  Is i t  not clear tha t the sentence passed by the H un­
garian people on Im re  Nagy and his accomplices was a pu re ly  in te r­
nal affa ir? L ike  every other country the Hungarian Peoples Republic 
is entitled to prosecute the enemies o f its people. W hy were there no 
protests from  the West when the counter-revolutionaries o f Buda­
pest and other H ungarian cities were k ill in g  hundreds of people 
and hanging Communists and non-Communists on lam p posts? The 
im peria lists were re jo ic ing  then because i t  was m ostly Communists 
and progressives w ho were being beaten and k ille d  and because the 
outrages organized by Nagy and h is accomplices were aimed against 
the Socialist system, bu t when the Hungarians reta lia ted on la w fu l 
grounds, and not by lynching, the im peria lists w ent in to  hysterics

I  am passing the above along as I  thought i t  m igh t be o f in ­
terest. W ith  best wishes,

K .M .G .

manding the democratization of 
the state and the re tu rn  of Im re  
Nagy to the position of prem ier.

The m ain figh ting , and the sum­
m ary executions, were directed 
against the secret police, the AVH. 
This force had adm itted ly been 
responsible fo r tortures, murders, 
fram e-ups; and was continuing its 
re ign of te rro r w ith  massacres of 
unarmed demonstrators. The A V H  
was the H ungarian equivalent of 
Batista ’s secret police, and the 
summary executions of A V H  to r­
turers were as ju s tifie d  as the 
executions of Batistiano profes­
sional k ille rs  tha t fo llowed the 
Cuban Revolution.

The H ungarian workers were 
not figh ting  fo r a re tu rn  to the 
capita lis t ty ranny they had known 
before 1945. L ike  the Cubans to ­
day, they fought fo r national inde­
pendence and fo r socialist democ­
racy. The ir fig h t d id  not end w ith  
the second Russian in tervention 
bu t in  fact w ent on to a new and 
higher level. Faced w ith  over­
w helm ing m ilita ry  force the w o rk ­
ers used th e ir own class weapon 
the general strike. The general 
s trike  continued fo r over a month 
u n til the m iddle of December, be­
ing eventually defeated by starva­
tion  and police terror.

Most im portan t o f a ll, in  the 
ve ry  course of the struggle the 
H ungarian workers created the ir 
own democratic organs of po litica l 
power, workers’ councils, lik e  the 
Russian soviets o f the revo lu tion­
ary years. These councils led and 
spoke fo r the entire Hungarian 
w ork ing  class and, a fte r Nov. 4, 
fo r the entire  Hungarian people. 
Can even Khrushchev contend tha t 
workers’ councils are an ins titu ­
tion  o f counter-revolution? W ork­
ers’ councils are in  fact, the very 
heart and soul o f a pro letarian

revolution, and the ir leading ro le  
was v iv id  proof of the pro letarian, 
democratic, and genuinely com­
m unist d irection of the Hungarian 
revolution.

The true  sp ir it o f the Hungarian 
revo lu tion was expressed by the 
w orkers’ council o f Dunapentele 
in  its  appeal to  the Russian sol­
diers:

“ Y our state was created at the 
cost of bloody fig h tin g  so tha t you 
could have freedom. Today is the  
th ir ty -n in th  anniversary o f tha t 
revo lu tion . . .  the Hungarian peo­
ple are figh ting  desperately fo r 
the same righ ts you fought fo r  in  
1917.

“ W hy do you want to crush our 
liberty?  You can see tha t i t  is no t 
factory proprietors, not landown­
ers, and not the bourgeoisie who 
have taken up arms against you, 
bu t the Hungarian people, who are 
fig h tin g  desperately fo r the same 
righ ts you fought fo r  in  1917.”

Yes, Count Me In
The M ilitant 
116 University PI.
New York 3, N . Y .

Yes, I ’d like to make sure 
I  get the M ilitan t every week. 
Count me in  fo r a year’s sub­
scription. I  am enclosing $3.

Name 

Street 

C ity __ -Zona_

State ...
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Letters from Our Readers
A  P A M P H L E T  R E V I E W

W hy Stevenson Likes African A rt
TH E A FR IC A N  R EVO LU TIO N . 

Inform ation B ulletin  —  Back­
ground M aterial. Compiled by 
Frances James. 41 pp., mime­
ographed, maps and charts 
New York: Pioneer Publishers, 
A pril 1961, 50c.

Socialists no longer have to 
“ sell”  the Am erican public on the 
importance of A frica , the capi­
ta lis t politic ians and press are do­
ing  th a t job. Republican V ice- 
President N ixon made his h ig h ly - 
publicized tou r o f A frica , now 
Democratic V ice President Lyndon 
Johnson has made his tr ip . The 
“ Peace Corps”  is aimed as much 
at “ w inn ing ”  A frica  as at re ta in ­
ing  L a tin  America. In  the U nited 
Nations the U.S. finds i t  expedient 
fo r  the f irs t  tim e to vote w ith  
the  A fro -A s ian  and Soviet blocs 
against its  m ilita ry  a lly , Portugal, 
on the Angola issue. U. S. A m ­
bassador Stevenson, conveniently 
discovering tha t he has a great 
in terest in  A frican  a rt and cu l­
ture , inaugurates a series of in ­
fo rm a l at-homes fo r A frica n  dele­
gates.

B u t though socialists may boast 
p r io r in terest in  A fr ica  and 
cleaner motives, they cannot 
re a lly  boast o f adequate, le t alone 
thorough, knowledge. Though the

B y W illia m  Bundy

There’s a big s tink  in  Boston 
these days over corruption in  
Massachusetts state politics. Last 
summer a consulting engineer 
named Thomas Worcester, ho ld­
ing  contracts w ith  the state Pub­
lic  W orks Department, was con­
v icted of federal income tax  eva­
sion because he deducted bribes 
as business expenses. The judge 
offered h im  a suspended sentence 
i f  he w ould  te ll the fu l l  story of 
the bribes. So Worcester lif te d  the 
lid , revealing a lo t of b ig  fish, 
b u t no ice.

Worcester had put state legisla­
tors on the payro ll o f his f irm  
when they d idn ’t  do any w ork, 
and he paid ten percent of the 
$2.7 m illio n  in  contracts he got 
from  state agencies to a con-

For Clemency —  The New Y ork  
Council to Abolish the House U n- 
Am erican A ctiv ities  Committee 
has- in itia ted  a petition  campaign 
to w in  executive clemency fo r 
C arl Braden and F rank W ilk in ­
son, c iv il  liberties champions now 
serving 12-month terms fo r de fy­
ing  the House committee. Copies 
o f the pe tition  m ay be obtained 
b y  w rit in g  to the New Y o rk  Coun­
c il, 150 W. 34th St., New York, 
N. Y.

Souhds Reasonable —  In  a June 
15 statement, A d la i Stevenson 
categorically denied a Republican 
charge tha t he had influenced a 
claimed U.S. decision to w ith ­
ho ld  a ir support fo r the counter­
revo lu tionary  invasion of Cuba.

For Automated Employees? —
General E lectric has insta lled a 
completely automated employees’ 
cafeteria at its  headquarters in  
N ew York.

Capitalist Realism —  A  M adi­
son Avenue ad agency w hich 
handles men’s wear is using mod­
els w ith  fu rrow ed brows. A  
spokesman explains: “ The b u lk  of 
Am erica’s purchasing power is in  
the hands o f w orriers. Nobody 
gets ahead these days w ithou t 
pushing. Pushing makes tension; 
tension makes furrow s. The aver­
age ad reader . . . can iden tify

average socialist in  th is country 
may contribute and cheer fo r the 
freedom fighters in  the U nion of 
South A frica , he is an exception 
indeed i f  he knows w hat the 
A frican  National Congress, the 
South A frica n  Ind ian  Congress, 
the Pan A frican ists and the v a r i­
ous socialist groups there stand 
fo r —  w hether the ir programs 
d iffe r and wherein.

I t  is the m erit o f th is in fo rm a­
tiona l bu lle tin  tha t i t  furnishes 
the reader jus t such in fo rm ation  
on this and many other subjects. 
I t  is an additiona l m erit, tha t 
th is is done not by  the author 
saying i t  is thus and so b u t by 
presenting w hat may be termed' 
source m ateria l —  selections from  
speeches of A frica n  leaders, pro­
grams of various parties and 
movements, articles fro m  A frican  
(and B ritish , etc.) papers and 
magazines w h ich  pay close atten­
tion  to A frican  developments.

The The com piler also has the 
happy knack of find ing  ju s t those 
excerpts w hich do the in fo rm a­
tiona l task w ith  b rev ity  and 
pertinency. W ith  th is method she 
introduces the reader to aspects 
o f the curren t p o litica l situation 
in  the U nion o f South A frica , 
Guinea, M a li, Gabon, N igeria and 
Ghana. In  a few  pages are sum-

tact who got h im  the business. 
This case has created a b ig stir, 
bu t i t  bare ly touches widespread 
corruption w h ich  has been public 
knowledge fo r  some time.

One example o f life  among 
Massachusetts politic ians, report­
ed in  the June 19 New Y ork  
Times, is “ the testim onia l d inner 
to a public o ffic ia l. The guests 
pay, and the o ffic ia l gets the 
proceeds. Thus last year, more 
than 1,000 persons —  many from  
the food industry  — paid $15 each 
to honor an o ffic ia l of the state’s 
Public H ealth Department.”

A  series of articles in  the Bos­
ton H erald  in  1958 reported this 
qua int custom of the Puritan  
State Public Works Department: 
renting equipment like  la w n - 
mowers and trucks from  state 
legislators, the ir relatives, the

him self much more read ily  w ith  
a model who looks like  he’s l iv ­
ing and w ork ing  under pressure 
than w ith  the untroubled, sm iling 
fe llow  who appears to be liv in g  
on an inheritance.”

Socialized Stereo —• “ President 
Kennedy is such a h i- f i  fan . . . 
tha t he has had the A rm y  Signal 
Corps ins ta ll sets around the 
W hite House liv in g  quarters. One 
set is in  the president’s bedroom 
—  under his bed, w ith  speakers 
on each side of the bed.”  —  The 
June 11 N. Y. H erald Tribune.

Small Legal Delay — The U.S. 
Supreme Court has ordered a new 
tr ia l fo r  E m il Reck who was sen­
tenced to 199 years on a charge 
o f partic ipa ting  in  the m urder of 
a Chicago doctor. The court said 
Reck had been m istreated by the 
police and denied adequate food 
and counsel. Reck was convicted 
25 years ago.

Outlook Gloomy —  The Punta 
A legre Sugar Corp. has applied 
fo r  ta x  refunds to ta ling  $217,800 
and indicated i t  w i l l  be asking 
fo r more. The company said: 
“ There does not appear to be any 
immediate prospect of recovery of 
Cuban assets or o f receiving any 
compensation.”

America’s Shaky Foundation —
In  a b itte r ly  worded New Y ork

marized the economic stake of the 
U.S. in  A frica . The section on 
Land contains invaluable tables 
on the percentage of the popula­
tion  involved in  ag ricu ltu ra l com­
m odity production and in  wage 
labor. This w il l  surely be an eye- 
opener fo r those who th in k  the 
continent’s population is s til l 
overw helm ingly engaged in  sub­
sistence farm ing.

The trade union movement as 
w e ll as the unique position of 
women in  A frica n  agricu lture  is 
described along w ith  w hat th is 
may portend fo r  struggles ahead. 
F in a lly  there are sections on Pan- 
A frica n  Concepts and Perspectives 
and on the Communist Parties.

A t a tim e when books, pa rtic ­
u la r ly  about A frica , are so qu ick ly  
outdated by the breakneck pace 
o f events, the fo rm at o f this 
brochure is especially Useful and 
i t  is to be hoped the author w i l l  
b ring  out additional compilations. 
This w il l  give the reader back­
ground in fo rm ation  and keep h im  
su ffic ien tly  abreast o f curren t 
events to read the newspaper ac­
counts o f w ha t’s happening in  
A fr ica  w ith  a degree o f compre­
hension not intended by  our lords 
o f the press.— G.L..

G overnor’s aide, po litica l cam­
paign managers, and so on.

One po litic ian  to ld  a club to 
solve its financia l problems by 
buying a steam shovel. “ Rent i t  
to the state,”  he reportedly said, 
“ I t  w i l l  solve a ll your problems. 
You won’t  even have to charge 
any more dues.”

The Times reports “ a tangible 
feeling in  the a ir of revulsion to ­
w ard politics,”  in  Boston as a re ­
su lt o f a ll this. “ A  po litica l scien­
tis t w rites of the grow th  of 
‘alienated voters,’ who ‘believe 
tha t voting is useless because 
politic ians or those who influence 
politic ians are corrupt, selfish and 
beyond popular control . . . These 
voters v iew  the po litica l process 
as a secret conspiracy, the object 
of w hich is to p lunder them.’ ”

Herald Tribune  a rtic le  entitled, 
“ The Great Undie Scandal,”  
Eugenia Sheppard declares: “ A ny  
woman who is tra ilin g  around in  
an old beat-up bra and g ird le  
these days . , . ought to be deeply 
ashamed of herself.”

Nobody Loves Them —  D r. S.
B. Dickinson, a magazine re ­
search consultant, reports that 
teen-agers tend to v iew  advertis­
ing as “ an occult and e v il force, 
not un like  smog —  an in tegra l 
pa rt o f the atmosphere tha t is 
unhealthy bu t cannot be escaped.”  
He added: “ We also fin d  tihis at­
titude  to some degree in  studies 
w ith  adults.”

Fact of the Week — A  Twen­
tie th  Century Fund study found 
tha t before the European colonial 
powers moved in, “ T rop ica l 
A frica  had been governed by 
A fricans . . . ”

How Do You Spell That Name?
— W illia m  J. Grede, a Racine, 
Wise., manufacturer, says: “ The 
whole progression of uiiions in  
Am erica since the Industria l Rev­
o lu tion has been an example of 
the autocracy of the m a jo rity  
w hich violates religious and A m er­
ican concepts o f ind iv idua lism .”  
As against unionism, M r. Grede 
prefers “ free enterprise.”

A  Reasoned Approach
Chicago, 111.

A re  you interested in  subscrib­
ers residing in  B ritish  Guiana? I  
have three friends there who I  
am sure w ould appreciate receiv­
ing your paper.

I  cannot say tha t I  a lways agree 
w ith  M r. Hansen’s views —  espe­
c ia lly  his overly  c ritica l attitude 
tow ard  the Soviet Union—  but 
he is entitled to his opinion as I 
to mine. I t  seems paradoxical that 
many people of the le ft feel tha t 
a socialist paper must express 
th e ir views completely in  order 
to  subscribe. A fte r a ll, Very few  
o f our m ajor newspapers employ 
more than tw o  or three w rite rs  
who could be considered more or 
less im partia l.

I  fe lt your special issue on 
Cuba was outstanding and i f  you 
have about 20 copies in  hand, I  
w ould appreciate your fo rw ard ing  
them  to me and b illin g  me fo r  
same. I  w ould like  to fo rw ard  
these copies to friends who are 
not yet readers of The M ilita n t.

I  enjoy the present fo rm at very 
much and feel tha t in  many cases 
your paper covers a ll the cu rren t 
events as thoroughly as papers 
containing tw ice as many pages.

Keep up the w onderfu l w ork.
N ellie De Schaaf

Shouldn't Be Allowed
Santa Rosa, C alif.

Because we a llow  and pay fo r  
and fig h t fo r  the government’s 
r ig h t to engage in  th e ir hobbies 
and sports and meddle w ith  the 
lives and a ffa irs  o f other people 
we have allowed about $300 m il­
lion  of our tax  money to be 
poured in to  Laos to create an 
elegant w ay o f life  fo r  its  parasi­
tic  government and other parasitic 
exploiters. And now we see the 
governments in  pursuance of 
the ir sports and hobbies causing 
Laotians, Congolese and V ie t­
namese to be figh ting  against each 
other.

We allow  our government to 
spend our tax  money and organ­
ize an arm y of mercenaries on 
our own land to invade Cuba and 
prepare the fuse fo r an atomic 
holocaust, w h ile  at the same tim e 
castigating other governments fo r 
doing the same th ing  in  other 
lands.

I  don’t  approve o f Castro hav­
ing personal contro l o f mass com­
munications bu t I  do approve of 
h im  and the Cubans chasing out 
the exploiters and m aking Cuba 
fo r  the Cubans.

E. L.

Anarchists and Cuba
D etro it, M ich.

When I  f irs t became interested 
in  politics I  sought out w hat I  
thought was the most rad ica l 
tendency, the Anarchists. Heroic 
figures such as Parsons, Spies 
and Sacco and Vanzetti appealed 
to me. In  the course of studying 
contem porary anarchist lite ra ture , 
I  came to the conclusion tha t to ­
day’s anarchists have ve ry  l it t le  
in  common w ith  the famous 
anarchists. However, I  s t i l l  had a 
sympathetic feeling tow ard th e ir 
martyrs.

Last week I  lost w hat lit t le  
respect I  had fo r  the anarchist 
movement. On the’ f irs t page of 
the anarchist L ibe rta rian  League 
magazine, Views and Comments, 
a policy statement o f the league 
entitled “ For the Cuban Revolu­
tio n ”  turned my stomach. In  the 
f irs t paragraph they state that 
they are fo r a deepening o f the 
Cuban Revolution. Also they be­
moan the fact tha t when the ir 
Cuban anarchist friends landed 
on the beach in  Cuba the C IA  
sold them out. They feel the C IA  
prevented them from  being v ic ­
torious. They are also angry tha t 
the Cuban Revolutionary Council

d idn ’t  accept th e ir program. To 
me verm in  are verm in, no m at­
te r how much they ta lk  o f “ real 
revo lu tion .”

They boast tha t the Cuban 
anarchists partic ipated in  the 
anti-Castro underground as long 
as any o f the 'o ther rats. T he ir 
mission in  invading Cuba was to 
establish an anarchist paradise. 
A long w ith  th e ir comrades (the 
wealthy, the Batista butchers and 
the C IA  boys), these “ revo lu ­
tionaries”  in  a united fro n t to 
free Cuba from  “ ty ranny”  lasted 
72 hours. The counter-revo lu­
tiona ry  “ revolutionaries”  d idn ’t 
get th e ir chance to  set up the 
anarchist paradise. I f  they ever 
t r y  again they w il l  get the same 
answer from  the Cuban people.

The Cubans know  the difference 
between revolution ists and “ rev­
olutionaries”  fig h tin g  in  a coun­
te r-revo lu tiona ry  arm y. The op­
p o rtu n ity  fo r the anarchists to 
p lay a constructive ro le in  the 
Cuban Revolution is gone. Now 
they are enemies of the revo lu­
tion. The H aym arket m artyrs and 
Sacco and Vanzetti are tu rn ing  
over in  the ir graves. The anarchist 
movement is disgraced before the 
w ork ing  class o f the w orld . Three 
years ago I  made the choice be­
tween anarchism and revo lu tion ­
a ry  socialism. I  made the correct 
choice.

S. B.

Better Than College
Seattle, Wash.

Enclosed fin d  $3 fo r  renewal of 
The M ilita n t  fo r  1961. Thanks fo r 
a factual and w e ll reported paper.

Believe you are doing a lo t of 
good in  getting facts to th ink ing  
people, though others don’t  read 
it. Have ta lked w ith  college-edu­
cated, w o rld ly  fo lks who are not 
in form ed on w o rld  conditions.

E.F.H .
Shaw on Trotsky

Boston, Mass.
I  don’t  know  i f  i t ’s s ti l l  pos­

sible to obtain T ro tsky ’s book, 
Problems o f L ife . B u t I  thought 
your readers m ight be interested 
in  an appraisal o f i t  by  George 
Bernard Shaw. I t ’s in  the new 
book To a Young Actress: The 
Letters of Bernard Shaw to M o lly  
Tompkins.

On Oct. 19, 1924, Shaw wrote: 
“ Yesterday on m y way down to 
N ortham pton I  had w ith  me a 
bundle o f reports o f the speeches 
of our great pa rty  leaders and a 
ha lf crown book by T ro tsky on 
Problems of L ife .

“ For sheer coarse savage 
bloodymindedness i t  w ould be 
hard to beat the orations of 
B irkenhead, L loyd  George and 
C hurch ill.

“ For good sense, unaffected 
frankness and educated mental 
capacity give me Tro tsky a ll the 
time. To tu rn  from  the presi­
dentia l campaign in  your coun­
tr y  [the  U.S.] and the general 
elections here [G reat B rita in ] to 
his surveys o f the position is to 
move to another planet.”

G.W.
Likes the Truth

Sedro Wooley, Wash.
I  w ish to thank you fo r  conti­

nu ing to send us The M ilita n t 
u n til we got our renewal in . I  like  
the w ay you speak the tru th  fo r 
a ll nationalities and races in  th is 
country. Also your fine  job o f up­
hold ing F idel Castro and the peo­
ple of Cuba.

D.M .
Opinion on Bomb Tests

New Y ork, N. Y,
Kennedy is going to  ask 

Japanese P rem ier Ikeda his opin­
ion on th is country s tarting up 
the nuclear tests again. H ow  about 
po lling  the survivors o f H iro ­
shima and Nagasaki?

H.C.

Thought fo r the Week
“ I  believe the next generation in  th is country w i l l  be conservative 

and I  believe that the leader of tha t conservative force w i l l  be John 
F. Kennedy.”  — George E. Sokolsky, arch-reactionary columnist fo r 
the Hearst press.

It  W as Reported in th e  Press

Peculiar Odor in Boston

The American W ay of Life


