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KKK in Monroe 
Carries on New 
Reprisal Drive

B y George Lavan
Despite attempts by the U.S. 

press to black out news of the 
events in  Monroe, N orth  Carolina, 
in fo rm a tion  continues to tr ick le  
ou t about the s ituation there and 
the methods employed by the lo­
cal authorities and the K u  K lu x  
mobs in  d riv in g  out the Freedom 
Riders and fram ing up kidnap 
charges against Negro leader Rob­
e rt F. W illiam s.

A t least one Negro youth, born 
and raised in  Monroe, has been 
forced to leave as the only way 
o f protecting his fam ily . He had 
been an active member of the 
Monroe N on-V io lent Action Com­
m ittee, whose week-long, an ti­
segregation p icketing was ended 
by  a police-condoned mob attack 
and mass arrest of Freedom Riders 
and local Negro pickets.

Fo llow ing the white-supremacist 
r io tin g  on Aug. 27 and the fram e- 
up  kidnap indictments, the K u  
K lu x  K la n  began hunting fo r 
Negroes whose a c tiv ity  on the 
p icke t lin e  i t  had noted.

Bed-Sheet Brigade
A  K K K  delegation, in  complete 

bedsheet regalia, paid a v is it to 
"the home of th is young man 
(whose name The M ilita n t is not 

p r in tin g  fo r obvious reasons) and 
w arned his parents tha t i f  the ir 
son stayed around they w ould be 
k ille d  and the ir house burned 
down. Under these circumstances 
the youth fe lt tha t in  his parents’ 
interest he had no choice but to 
leave tow n and come North.

In  Wadesboro, N.C., seat of a 
neighboring county, New Y ork  
c iv il- r ig h ts  attorney Conrad Lynn, 
acting on behalf of the Committee 
to  A id  the Monroe Defendants, be­
gan habeas corpus proceedings on 
Sept. 18 in an attem pt to get ba il 
set fo r those now being held on 
the “ kidnap”  charges. Lynn, who 
was sent to N orth  Carolina by the 
new ly-fo rm ed CAM D, is also act­
ing  as counsel fo r two Negro youth 
o f Monroe held on other charges.

The Committee to A id  the M on­
roe Defendants is headed by Dr. 
A . E. Perry of Monroe, who a 
year ago was h im se lf made to pay 
fo r  his an ti-J im  Crow activities 
in  tha t county by im prisonm ent 
on a fram e-up.

Last week The M ilita n t’s lis ting  
o f the address of th is committee 
was rendered incorrect by a typo­
graphical e rror. The correct ad­
dress is: Committee to A id  the 
Monroe Defendants, Suite 1117, 
141 Broadway, New Y ork  6, N. Y.

The F B I has extended its man­
hunt fo r  Robert F. W illiam s to 
neighboring countries. I t  is report­
ed tha t hundreds of extra  agents 
have been assigned to du ty  on the 

(Continued on Page 2)

An O fficial Call for Blood

The “facts” in  this B altim ore Evening Sun artic le  are based 
cn inform ation supplied by the Departm ent o f Justice. The same 
slanderous charges against Robert W illiam s are included in  the  
F B I’s “wanted” circular. One paper reports that a quarter of a 
m illion  of these circulars have been issued. The Justice D epart­
m ent assertion that the heroic Monroe c iv il rights leader is “heavi­
ly  arm ed,” “extrem ely dangerous” and “schizophrenic” constitutes 
a thinly veiled advance notice to cops that it’s a ll right to shoot 
on sight.

FBI’s “ Wanted”  Circular 
Branded a Legal-Lynch Call

In  a Sept. 16 le tte r to A tto rney 
General Robert Kennedy, the 
Committee to A id  the Monroe 
Defendants sharply protested the 
contents o f a Justice Departm ent 
“ wanted”  c ircu la r w hich fa lsely 
described Robert F. W illiam s in  
such a way as to in v ite  police to 
shoot h im  on sight. Fo llow ing is 
the te x t o f the le tte r from  the 
committee’s secretary, B e r t a  
Green.

*  *  *

The Committee to A id  the 
Monroe Defendants denounces in  
unqualified terms the steps la y ­
ing the basis fo r the lynch m urder 
of Robert F. W illiam s of Monroe, 
N orth  Carolina, now being car­
ried out by your department.

This is one of the most dis­
graceful pages in  the h is to ry of
any law-enforcem ent agency. I t  
puts your Departm ent on the same 
m oral plane as a Mississippi
sh e riff’s office.

We demand immediate re trac­
tion  of the vicious description of 
W illiam s in  F B I Wanted C ircu la r 
Number 290, now posted in  post 
offices and sent to local police 
agencies, as w e ll as in  s im ila r in ­
form ation  sent to newspapers ask­

ing  citizens’ help in  capturing 
W illiam s.

There is no ju s tifia b le  basis fo r  
the F B I c ircu la r characterizing 
W illiam s as “ extrem ely dan­
gerous”  and “ armed.”  P rio r to the 
present fram e-up charge brought 
by the racist o ffic ia ls  o f Monroe 
there has never been any allega­
tion  or accusation of an act of 
violence on W illiam s’ part.

In  the course of his s ix-year 
struggle fo r rac ia l justice in  tha t 
area his on ly arrest, and he. sub­
m itted  peaceably to it,  was fo r 
leading a lunch-counter s it-in .

The fram ed-up kidnap charge 
w hich Monroe o ffic ia ls  have 
brought against W illiam s is based 
on the alleged detention fo r  tw o 
hours of a w h ite  couple named 
Stegall who drove in to  the Negro 
com m unity at the height of the 
police-condoned rio tin g  August 27 
against Freedom Riders and local 
Negroes.

That W illiam s d id  not detain the 
Stegalls, that, on the contrary, he 
protected them from  in ju ry  and 
possibly saved the ir lives, is am ply 
testified  to by Mrs. Stegall in  the 
in te rv iew  Which she gave to the 

(Continued on Page 4)

Letter From Fugitive Rights Leader 
Blasts Monroe 'Kidnap' Frame-Up

The fo llow ing  is the fu l l  te x t of 
a le tte r received from  Robert F. 
W illiam s, the Monroe, N. C., c iv il 
righ ts leader who is now  a fug itive  
fro m  federal and N orth  Carolina 
authorities.

President of the U nion County, 
N.C. branch o f the N AAC P, W il­
liam s earned the m orta l hatred of 
the racists by his m ilita n t struggle 
fo r  equal righ ts fo r his people. 
The fram ed-up charge o f “ k id ­
napping”  under w h ich  he is now 
being sought developed out of the 
campaign of racist te rro r directed 
against Monroe’s Negro commun­
ity  a fte r Freedom Riders arrived 
there to press fo r in tegration.

*  *  *

New York, N.Y.
To the E ditor:

On Saturday, August 26, 1961, 
violence was unleashed on a group 
of non-v io len t Freedom Riders in  
Monroe, N.C. These Freedom R id ­
ers had been inv ited  to th is racist 
com m unity to aid in  the Negro 
struggle fo r human righ ts and l ib ­
eration. They, along w ith  other 
Negroes were attacked because 
they had established a peaceful 
p icket line  around the Union 
County Courthouse and M ayor 
Fred W. W ilson’s office. The po l­
ice refused to make any arrests 
of the people who attacked Ne­
groes and Freedom Riders.

As President of the U nion Coun­
ty  branch of the N ational Associa­
tion  fo r the Advancement o f Col­
ored People, I  had repeatedly ap­
pealed to the Federal and State 
governments to accord Negroes 
and w h ite  Freedom Riders equal 
protection under the law. These 
appeals were in  vain. On Saturday 
n igh t August 26, 1961, I  ta lked to 
one Hugh P. Cannon, an aide o f 
the Governor o f N orth  Carolina 
(by  telephone). I  appealed fo r 
protection under law . The Gov­
ernor’s aide said tha t he d idn ’t  
give a damn who was being beat­
en, tha t I  was getting ju s t w hat 
I  deserved. He said tha t I  had 
asked fo r violence and now  I  
was getting it.  The U.S. Justice 
Departm ent also refused to in te r­
vene.

On Sunday August 27, 1961, the 
Monroe N on-V io lent Action  Com­
mittee, consisting of Freedom 
Riders and local Negro youth 
staged a p icket line  around the 
U nion County courthouse protest­
ing  the absence of police protec­
tion  fo r Negroes and a ll forms of 
rac ia l in justice. A  mob o f almost 
5,000 racists gathered at the 
square and started attacking the 
non-v io len t pickets unm erc ifu lly . 
The local police jo ined in  the at­
tack on the peaceful pickets. Pol­
ice held fourteen and fifteen -yea r- 
old pickets w h ile  the mob beat 
them. Negroes from  other com­
m unities tr ied  to rescue the p ic­
kets bu t the police attacked them, 
disarmed them  and armed the 
w h ite  thugs.

W h ile  a ll th is  was going on I  
was home where I  had remained 
a ll throughout the picketing. Car­
loads! o f w h ite  K u  K lu x  Klansmen 
invaded our com m unity and start­
ed a ttacking Negroes. A  group o f 
Negroes gathered on the street 
where I  lived  to fo rm  collective 
guards to fig h t the K K K . They 
started re tu rn ing  the fire  against 
the K lan.

A  car was stopped and the d r iv ­
er, a w h ite  man, and woman were 
captured, disarmed and placed 
under citizen’s arrest by a group 
of Negroes. I  was not pa rt of thié 
group. However, the group said 
th is was done to prevent k ill in g  
the couple who had been recog­
nized as pa rt o f the K lan  group 
tha t had attacked them in  tow n 
on Saturday. The pa ir of w hites 
were brought up the block to m y 
yard. I  asked the colored group to 
le t them go and they did. I  to ld  
the whites they could go, however, 
they w ould have to leave through 
the angry crowd. The woman said 
she d id  no t w an t to  go through 
the crowd. I  turned to go in to  the 
house and she followed. I  was 
called out in to  the back to set Up 
a rear defense o f the house. I  was 
inform ed by others, escaping from  
the r io t scene, that Negroes who 
needed medical attention were 
being locked in  ja il  by police. I  
called the police station and asked 
fo r  possible bond fo r the in ju red  
—  i t  was denied. I  could hear a 
lo t o f gunfire  in  fro n t o f m y house.

I  received a telephone call from  
a voice I  identified  as tha t o f 
Chief o f Police. He said that I  had 
caused a lo t of race trouble  and 
tha t state troopers were coming 
and tha t in  30 minutes I  w ould be 
hanging on the courthouse square. 
I  saw police cars blocking o ff thè 
block in  w hich we lived.

I  remembered tha t I  had file d  
charges against the C hief of Pol­
ice w ith  the Federal government 
because he had refused to protect 
Negroes. He had also threatened 
to k i l l  me. I  to ld  m y w ife  tha t 
we had to leave w ith  the ch ildren 
r ig h t away and tha t we d idn ’t  
have tim e to get any clothing or 
anything. The w h ite  couple had 
disappeared long before th is time.

We slipped through an a lley and 
past police cars to a highway. I  
wanted to leave so that I  w ould  
be able to te ll the w o rld  of thè 
b ru ta l racist oppression in  Monroe, 
N.C. Some Negroes who passed 
the h ighway drove us to Greens­
boro, N.C., and from  there we 
caught a bus to New Y ork. We 
arrived  August 28, 1961. We tr ied  
to telephone a number in  Monroe 
to see i f  anyone was at our house. 
The operator inform ed us tha t a ll 
c ircu its to Monroe were busy. We 
learned la te r in  the evening tha t 
w arrants had been issued fo r m y 
arrest.

Th is is indeed strange because 
fo u r attempts had been made on 

(Continued on Page 2)

"I Am  Not Guilty!" 
—Robert F. Williams
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UAW Walkouts Focus 
On Speed-Up at GM

Sept. 19 —  U nited A uto  W ork­
ers members in  General Motors 
plants throughout the country 
jiave succeeded in  m ounting a 
lim ite d  national struggle on the 
speed-up issue. That is the sig­
nificance of the present wave of 
local strikes over w ork ing  condi­
tions w h ich  at the ir height last 
Week invo lved some 257,000 of 
G M ’s 310,000 auto production 
workers.

The strikes were authorized by 
the in ternational union after sub­
stantia l agreement on the terms of 
the new national contract —  pro­
v id ing  a 12-cent package fo r  the 
f irs t year —  had been announced 
by U AW  President W alter Reuther 
and the company tw o weeks ago.

For a decade now Reuther’s 
pattern  in  negotiations has been 
to dodge the speed-up issué —  
leaving i t  to the U AW  locals to 
cope w ith  th is unresolved national 
problem  as best they could. The 
only method available to  them  was 
isolated local s trike  action. Reuth­
er often refused to authorize such 
strikes.

Conditions in  the plants have 
been deteriorating so badly and 
the ran k-a n d -file  auto workers 
are so heated tha t th is year the 
th rea t of a w ild -ca t s trike  wave 
forced Reuther to recognize the 
issue and to grant s trike  author­
ization to the locals. This action 
is calculated to  give h im  some 
contro l over a movement he could 
no t prevent.

However, Reuther’s strategy 
s t i l l  aims basically at dissipating 
the power of the strikes by en­
meshing the f ig h t against the 
speed-up in  a tangle of local p lan t 
issues and having each local set­
tle  and re tu rn  to w ork  indepen­
dently of the others.

by Della Rossa
LOS ANGELES, Sept. 16 — 

U nited  A uto  W orkers members by 
the thousands poured out of the 
huge Buick-O ldsm obile-Pontiac 
p lan t in  nearby South Gate at 8 
a.m. Sept. 11 when national nego­
tia tors in  D e tro it fa iled  to gain 
satisfactory terms from  General 
Motors re la ting  to local p lan t 
grievances and conditions. For 
hours fo llow ing  the w alkout, a

C H IC A G O  
A  Panel Discussion on Berlin Crisis and 

Bomb Tests. Speakers: Rev. W m. T. Baird, 
E s s e x  Community Church, Lafeyette 
Marsh, American Friends Service Committee

; and Howard Packer, M ilitant 
Labor Forum. Fri., Sept. 29, 8 p.m. 302 
S. Canal. Ausp. M ilitant Labor Forum.

•
DETROIT

Conservatism and American Youth. 
Speaker, Harriet Talan. Fri., Sept. 29, 8 
p.m. Debs Hall, 3737 Woodward. Ausp. 
Friday Night Socialist Forum.

" •
M INNEAPO LIS  

Zev Aelony, Freedom Rider and lead­
ing Minneapolis pacifist, debates Joseph 
Johnson, Twin Cities Organizer, Socialist 
Workers Party, on Which Road to Civil 
Rights and Freedom —  Non-Violent Di­
rect Action or Class Struggle? Fri., Sept. 
29, 8 p.m. 704 Hennepin Ave., Hall 240. 
Ausp. Twin Cities Labor Forum.

' ' •

N EW  YORK  
Protest Frame-Up of Robert Williams 

a nd Monroe Freedom Riders. Hear Dr. 
Albert E. Perry of Monroe, Conrad Lynn, 
legal counsel to Monroe defendants, 
Freedom Rider David Morton and Mrs. 
Irene P. Reap, mother of Monroe de­
fendant. Fri., Sept. 29, 8 p.m. Siloam 
Presbyterian Church, 260 Jefferson Ave. 
(comer Marcy) Brooklyn. Ausp. Com-, 
mittee to Aid Monroe Defendants. For 
additional information, write to commit­
tee at: Suite 1117, 141 Broadway, New
York 1, N. Y.
‘  4; \  *  *  *

Fall Dance. Jazz and Latin rhythms. 
Sat., Sept. 30, 8:30 p.m. Central Plaza, 
I j l  2nd Ave. (near 6th St.) Contrib. 
$1.50 (Boat ride tickets honored for ad­
mission.) Ausp. On Guard for Freedom 
Committee and Fair Play for Cuba Com­
mittee.

mass picket line  surrounded the 
p lan t shouting fo r GM  to  “ Stop 
the Speed-Up!”

La te r in  the day U A W  Local 
216 voted to re ject the national 
economic package agreement and 
to stay on strike  u n til local con­
ditions were satisfactorily  settled.

“ The workers are serious about 
doing something about corid itio iis,”  
one leading member of the local 
said, ‘‘and Reuther w on’t  be able 
to tu rn  th is s trike  action on and 
o ff like  a lig h t switch. This is just 
the beginning of a series of strug­
gles —  a long delayed struggle.”

Local conditions have been so 
bad tha t an auto w orker, having 
to go to thé to ile t, often finds h im ­
self a prisoner of the be lt line  fo r 
a foù r-hou r stretch. GM claims 
tha t i t  provides a to ta l o f 24 m i­
nutes per w orker in  the course of 
the day fo r  such personal re lie f. 
B u t the workers complain th is 
doesn’t  w o rk  out in  practice be­
cause the re lie f men and fore­
men, who should spell workers o ff 
in  such cases, are being used on 
the lin e  as replacements fo r ab­
sentees.

The Teamsters U nion has been 
agitating the local U AW  strikers 
w ith  leaflets about the Teamsters 
new 11-Western States Contract, 
containing among other things a 
45-cents an hour wage increase 
and a 40-hour guaranteed w ork  
week. “ Compare th is  w ith  W alter 
Reuther’s settlement! W hat d id  he 
do fo r you?”  asks the handbill.

A t F isher Body and Chevrolet 
in  Van Nuys, another 3,150 GM  
workers w ent out over local de­
mands. Fisher body settled after 
fo u r days.

W hile GM  workers are manning 
picket lines, Ford workers in  this 
area are on the job and have been 
asked by local union o ffic ia ls  to 
stay on even w ith o u t a contract.

Ford workers say tha t ve ry  l i t ­
tle  in fo rm ation  on the negotia­
tions has been leaked down to the 
membership and as a consequence 
the men in  the p lant are on edge.

“ The one-at-a-tim e strategy of 
the national U AW  in  th is s trike  
situation,”  one Ford w orker com­
mented, “ means tha t they are p u t­
ting  pressure on GM management 
by tak ing  i t  out o f the hides of 
the Ford workers through in ­
creased speed-up in  the Ford 
plants.”

NEW  Y O R K —  Thé Socialist 
W orkers P a rty  file d  12,585 sig­
natures w ith  the Board o f Elec­
tions Sept. 14, to place its  candi­
dates on the ba llo t in  the m un ic i­
pal elections. The c ity -w ide  slate 
includes R ichard Garza fo r Mayor, 
S ylv ia  Weinstein fo r  President of 
the C ity  Council, and Fred H a l­
stead fo r  Controller. O f the signa­
tures, 7,500 are from  Manhattan 
and include Clarence F ra n k lin  fo r 
Manhattan Borough President.

Ethe l Lobman, the slate’s cam­
paign manager, stated that, “ u n til 
the A F L -C IO  and other unions of 
N ew Y o rk  C ity  o ffe r a genuine la - 
bo r pa rty  as an a lternative to the 
Democrats and Republicans, we of 
the Socialist Workers P arty  w il l  
do everyth ing in  our power to 
give the people of the c ity  a 
chance to  vote fo r candidates 
w h ich  are independent o f the Re­
publicans, Tammany H a ll and 
Tam m any-tra ined Wagner.”

The p a rty ’s p la tfo rm  in  th is 
campaign includes:

The form ation of precinct com­
mittees elected by and from  the 
residents o f each neighborhood 
plagued w ith  police b ru ta lity . 
These committees to be empow­
ered by the c ity  government to 
send representatives in to  police 
stations at any time, to in te rv iew  
prisoners, b ring  in  physicians to

Sylvia Weinstein

Help Us Spread the Truth — 
Contribute to Militant Fund

We are proud to publish the le t­
te r from  Robert F. W illiam s w hich 
exposes the racist fram e-up that 
has made h im  a fug itive .

B y helping to make the facts 
o f th is case know n to the great­
est possible number of people, we 
w il l  aid in  m obiliz ing support fo r 
his fig h t fo r justice.

To reach the greatest number 
o f people w ith  Robert W illiam s’ 
side o f the story, we have in ­
creased the press run  o f th is issue 
and in  New Y o rk  alone thousands 
of copies w il l  be d istributed free.

We are doing th is  no t on ly to 
aid the v ic tim  o f monstrous in ­
justice but, also, as p a rt o f the 
fig h t fo r a socialist w o rld  of free­
dom and equa lity  fo r a ll.

I t  is fo r  th is same reason tha t 
The M ilita n t  has done everything 
in  its power to help spread thé 
tru th  about the Cuban Revolution 
and thé facts about the sinister ef­
fo rts  of the big business interests 
in  th is country to crush tha t rev­
olution.

For the same reason, The M il i­
tan t is backing the election cam­
paigns of the Socialist W orkers 
P arty  in  New Y o rk  and elsewhere. 
Such campaigns strengthen the 
movement fo r  a better w orld.

To help us in  these efforts, we 
are appealing fo r your financia l 
aid. A  non-com mercial paper, The 
M ilita n t can meet its  annual de­
f ic i t  only on the basis o f the con-

make medical examinations, and 
on the basis of committee findings 
to go d irec tly  before grand juries 
to seek indictm ents against any 
pplice im plicated in  false arrest or 
b ru ta l or d iscrim inatory trea t­
ment.

Take the p ro fits  out of slum 
housing. Cut a ll rents in  w o rk - 
ing-class neighborhoods in  half. 
Rents to be paid, not to slumlords, 
but d irectly  in to  a fund fo r the 
im provem ent and maintenance of 
the build ings and the replacement 
of slums by lo w -re n t projects.

E lim ina tion  o f the w itch -hun t 
against teachers w ith  m in o rity  po­
lit ic a l points of view. Parents to 
have thè r ig h t to send ch ildren to 
schools outside the ir residentia l 
districts so long as d iscrim ination 
in  housing and racia l ghettos exist.

Studies in  the c ity  schools to in ­
clude, in  addition to the back­
ground in  European trad itions now 
provided, the h is to ry  o f A frican  
and other colored peoples; and in  
the teaching of Am erican h istory

Clarence Franklin

due place to be given to the con­
tr ibu tions and struggles of the Ne­
gro people and the trade union 
movement.

. . .  New KKK Reprisals in Monroe

tribu tions i t  receives fro m  readers 
and supporters.

O ur supporters across the coun­
try  are now engaged in  a drive  to 
raise more than $17,000 fo r  the 
paper. Please help w ith  whatever 
amount you can. Send your con­
tr ib u tio n  to: M ilita n t Fund, 116 
U nivers ity  Place, New Y ork  3, 
N .Y .

(Continued from Page 1)
U.S .-Mexican border and tha t 
planes are being used fo r sur­
veillance of its entire length. Negro 
tourists entering Mexico have been 
s tringently  examined by U.S. bor­
der officia ls.

In  Canada the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police (glamorous to U.S. 
readers of pulp fic tion  bu t less so 
to Canadians who know them as a 
national police force w hich en­
gages in  po litica l espionage and 
strikebreaking) is cooperating w ith  
the F B I in  the hunt fo r W illiam s.

Shoot on Sight
On Sept. 6 the RCMP issued a 

photo and description of W illiam s 
and asked the public to assist' the 
F B I and RCMP in  tracking h im  
down. As in  the F B I releases to 
U.S. papers every item  of in fo r­
mation, w h ich  m ight indicate tha t 
W illiam s was involved in  a c iv il-  
rights struggle, is suppressed. He 
is p ictured as a c rim ina l fleeing 
from  a crime. Moreover, the same 
F B I encouragement to police o f­
ficers to shoot on sight —  the 
C AM D ’s protest to A tto rney Gen­
era l Kennedy on th is is reported 
elsewhere in  th is paper —  is con­
tained in  the Canadian stories. 
W illiam s is described as “ dan­
gerous”  and “ may be armed w ith  
a 45-calibre p isto l and may have 
a large supply of am m unition.”

Fo llow ing the F B I lead, the 
RCMP release emphasize tha t 
W illiam s is pro-Castro and may 
be try in g  to go to Cuba.

N orth  Carolina is also carry ing 
on an intensive search fo r  the 
m ilita n t c iv il-r ig h ts  leader. A

Fund Scoreboard
City Quota Paid Percent

Denver $ 100.00 $ 75.05 75
Boston 600.00 352.00 59
D etro it 665,00 290.00 42
Newark 160.00 67.50 42
San Diego 300.00 125.00 42
Seattle 530.00 225.00 42
Ch icago 900.00 340.00 38
Twin Cities 1,300.00 450.00 35
St. Louis 95.00 30.00 31
New Y o rk 4,700.00 1,253.02 27
Connecticut 160.00 40.00 25
Philadelphia 320.00 76.00 24
Berkeley-Oakland 530.00 119.50 23
M ilwaukee 320.00 70.00 22
San Francisco 600.00 130.00 22
Cleveland 530.00 71.00 13
Los Angeles 3,300.00 621.55 12
A llen tow n i3o;oû 14.00 10

Totals through Sept. 18 $17,240.00 $4,349.62 25

relig ious group, trave ling  in  three 
cars to a House o f P rayer con­
vention, found themselves sur­
rounded by state and local police 
in  Greensboro, N.C. Cause of the 
police swooping down was tha t 
one of the group, George W. W il­
liams o f Baltim ore, has a beard. 
He appears to have had some d if­
fic u lty  in  convincing the N orth  
Carolina police he was not the 
W illiam s they sought.

Ominous Note
A  more ominous note was struck 

by an artic le  datelined Monroe 
w hich appeared in  the W ilm ington  
(N.C.) Journal, a Negro news­
paper. Reporting the th ink ing  of 
the Monroe colored comm unity, i t  
opens w ith  the question: “ Is Rob­
e rt F. W illiam s dead?”  N oth ing 
tangible is adduced to ju s tify  th is 
possibility. I t  appears to be a re­
flection of the com m unity’s fear 
based on experience of how things 
are done there and the fact tha t 
racists made several attempts on 
W illiam s’ life  even before the 
events o f Aug. 27. The a rtic le ’s 
closing sentences are: “ I f  anyone 
here knows where W illiam s is, he’s 
keeping his mouth shut. B u t there 
are people who w il l  give odds that 
he’s dead.”

...'I Am Not Guilty!'
(Continued from Page 1)

m y life  and local, State and Fed­
eral offic ia ls refused to issue w a r­
rants. I  had saved the lives of peo­
ple who were now accusing me 
of kidnaping.

I  am, not gu ilty . M y  on ly  crim e 
is tha t I  am a Negro who has 
loud ly  and m ilita n t ly  protested 
Am erica ’s ruthless oppression of 
Negroes. The U.S. Government 
seeks m y arrest at the request of 
U nion County Klansmen because 
m y newsletter, The Crusader, was 
in  opposition to Kennedy’s censor­
ship plan.

In  conjunction w ith  the K K K , 
the U.S. Government is seeking to 
lynch me fo r po litica l reasons. 
The U.S. Government’s interest is 
based solely upon the fact tha t I  
refuse to be an Uncle Tom apolo­
gist fo r the State Departm ent and 
because I  have openly supported 
Revolutionary Cuba.

The U.S. Government knows 
tha t I  am innocent of any crime. 
I t  seeks to take over where the 
K u  K lu x  K lan  fa iled. I t  intends to 
lynch me to silence m y in te rna­
tiona l newsletter w h ich  represents 
unbrid led  opposition to im peria l­
ism and racism.

Robert F. W illiam s

Socialist Workers Ticket 
Hits N. Y. Police Brutality
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'Reluctant' Bomb Testers
President Kennedy claims that the U.S. has been “forced 

reluctantly” to resume nuclear bomb tests because of the new  
series of Soviet explosions. What justification is there for the 
claim that tlie U.S. rulers are so concerned w ith human life  that 
it  is only against their w ill that they resume these monstrous 
tests?

None whatsoever. The Soviet Union repeatedly appealed for 
a ban on tests. Year after year the Soviet Union proposed an 
agreement w ith the U.S. to stop the tests. Washington repeatedly 
refused any agreement on one trumped-up pretext after another. 
Washington reluctantly ended its tests only after the Soviet Union 
unilaterally abandoned them on the condition that the “West” 
folldw suit. That condition was broken w ith  the French explosion 
of a nuclear bomb.

Now, w ith  the Krem lin’s action serving as an excuse, the U.S. 
tests are promptly and eagerly resumed. The hypocrisy of Ken­
nedy’s, “reluctance” is transparent. In  considering the real attitude 
of the U.S. war machine toward nuclear bomb tests, bear in 
mind the following facts:

The first atomic bomb Was produced at Los Alamos, N.M. 
and exploded at Alamagordo, N.M., July 16, 1945, over a deserted 
and unpopulated area. The Truman administration received the 
report on the vast destructive power of the bomb. Could such a 
horror be unleashed on human beings? Japan had already lost 
the war and was suing for peace. But this caused haste, not re­
luctance, in Washington.

The second atomic bomb test occurred only 24 days later. 
This was the test on humans at Hiroshima, then Nagasaki, in ­
carcerating half a m illion men, women and children.

We should remember this when we weigh the U.S. rulers’ 
claim of concern for humanity.

Tax Subsidized Strikebreaking
We previously reported the outrageous request of the Pratt 

and Whitney division of the United A ircraft Corporation that the 
government pay the bulk of the costs which the corporation 
incurred by scab-herding against the United Auto Workers and 
the International Association of Machinists in last year’s Connec­
ticut aircraft strike.

I t  has now been announced that the government has already 
agreed to pay a similar b ill for the corporation’s Ham ilton- 
Standard division. This direct government subsidization of strike­
breaking raises the possibility of the whole w ar production pro­
gram becoming a union-smashing device. Almost every major 
corporation in the country is loaded w ith government contracts 
similar to those at United Aircraft.

A  conference of A F L-C IO  industrial union locals in Connec­
ticut has demanded a Congressional investigation and appealed 
for a nationwide campaign by the union movement against such 
government subsidization of strikebreaking.

The unions also would do w ell to demand the nationaliza­
tion of a ll w ar industries and their placement under workers 
control, to take the guaranteed profits out of war production 
and strikebreaking.

Cuba and the Catholic Hierarchy
The press is trying to make out that the conflict between 

the Cuban government and the Roman Catholic hierarchy is re li­
gious persecution. This is simply not so. No one in Cuba —  Cath­
olic, Protestant or Jew —  has been, or is being, persecuted by 
the Cast.ro regime for religious beliefs.

The regime is deporting prelates and priests because of their 
counter-revolutionary political activities. Those priests who have 
not joined or collaborated w ith  the counter-revolutionary, often 
terroristic, networks of opponents of workers’ Cuba are not being 
molested. Indeed, some have the affection and trust of the rev­
olutionary masses and their government.

The role of the Roman Catholic hierarchy as the bulwark of 
counter-revolution is an old story in Latin  American countries. 
In  the course of the 19th Century wars for independence from  
Spain practically every revolutionary government in Latin Am er­
ica found itself fighting the Church which was lined up with the 
oppressors.

One only need to turn back to this country’s yellow press 
of the 1920’s and 1930’s for the most lurid stories of religious per­
secution in Mexico. Here again it  was the old, old Latin American 
story. The hierarchy opposed the revolution by mixing into po­
litics and supporting the m ilitary and terrorist forces of the coun­
ter-revolution. To preserve itself (as today in Cuba) Mexico’s 
revolutionary government had to punish or expel these politician- 
priests and soldier-priests.

In  present-day Cuba the situation is aggravated because the 
overwhelming majority of the priests are hot Cubans but Span­
iards, sent to that island by the Spanish hierarchy which is noted 
for its subservience to General Franco and its endorsement of 
fascism as a most desirable form  of government.

was “ democratizing*’ itse lf. This 
has been done.

Last week a team from  the 
Organization o f Am erican States 
w ent to the Dominican Republic 
to investigate and report on th is 
process. A  favorable report w ould 
resu lt in  the rem oval o f certain 
m ild  sanctions by the OAS against 
the Dominican Republic. This 
w ould  constitute “ hemisphere ac­
ceptance”  of the regime, and 
strengthen i t  against in te rna l op­
position.

The OAS team is headed by de- 
Lesseps S. M orrison of the U.S. 
State Department. He has rep­
resented U.S. firm s  w ith  interests 
in  the Dom inican Republic and 
was once decorated w ith  a medal 
by the late ty ra n t T ru jil lo , Sr. So 
u n til last week, the odds were in

The conference of the heads of 
25 non-aligned nations in  Belgrade 
was viewed w ith  a jaundiced eye 
by the U.S. State Departm ent and 
accordingly received sour press 
notices in  th is country. The o ff i­
c ia l explanation is tha t the “ un­
gra te fu l”  non-aligned nations d id 
not condemn the USSR’S resump­
tion  of nuclear explosions strongly 
enough b u t equated Soviet test­
ing  w ith  U.S. testing and deplored 
both.

B u t there was more said and 
done than tha t at Belgrade w hich 
displeased Washington. Outstand­
ing was the unanimous resolution 
backing revo lu tionary Cuba and 
condemning the U.S. N avy’s a r­
rogant retention of the Guanta­
namo Bay base against the w il l  
of the Cuban people. Moreover, 
strong resolutions unanim ously 
condemned the b ru ta l wars of 
W ashington’s N ATO  allies, France 
and Portugal, against the people 
o f A lgeria  and Angola.

The fo llow ing  are the texts of 
the pertinent resolutions.

The partic ipating countries con­
sider the establishment and m ain­
tenance of fore ign m ilita ry  bases 
in  the te rrito ries  of other coun­
tries, pa rticu la rly  against the ir ex­
press w ill,  a gross v io la tion  of the 
sovereignty of such States. They 
declare fu l l  support to countries 
who are endeavoring to secure the 
vacation of these bases. They call 
upon those countries m ainta in ing 
fore ign bases to consider seriously 
th e ir abolition as a contribution 
to w o rld  peace.

They also acknowledge tha t the 
N orth  Am erican m ilita ry  base at 
Guantanamo, Cuba, to the per­
manence o f which the Government 
and people o f Cuba have ex­
pressed the ir opposition, affects 
the sovereignty and te rr ito r ia l in ­
te g rity  of tha t country.

The partic ipants in  the confer­
ence re a ffirm  the ir conviction 
that:

(a) A l l  nations have the r ig h t 
of un ity , self-determ ination, and 
independence by v irtu e  o f w hich 
r ig h t they can determine the ir 
po litica l status and free ly  pursue 
the ir economic, social and cu ltu ra l 
development w ithou t in tim ida tion  
or hinderance.

(b ) A l l  peoples may, fo r the ir 
own ends, free ly  dispose of the ir 
na tura l wealth and resources w ith -
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out pre judice to any obligations 
arising but of in te rna tiona l econ­
omic co-operation, based upon the 
p rinc ip le  p f m utua l benefit, and 
in te rnationa l law . In  no case may 
a people be deprived of its  own 
means o f subsistence.
The partic ipa ting  countries believe 
tha t the r ig h t o f Cuba as tha t o f 
any other nation to free ly  choose 
th e ir po litica l and social systems 
in  accordance w ith  th e ir own con­
ditions, needs and possibilities 
should be respected.
The partic ipa ting  countries express 
the ir determ ination tha t no in tim ­
idation, interference or in te rven­
tion  should be brought to bear in  
the excercise o f the r ig h t of se lf- 
determ ination of peoples, inc lud ­
ing  th e ir r ig h t to  pursue construc­
tive  and independent policies fo r 
the atta inm ent and preservation of 
th e ir sovereignty.

The partic ipa ting  countries con­
sider the struggle of the people of 
A lgeria  fo r freedom, se lf-determ i­
nation and independence, and fo r 
the in te g rity  of its  national te r­
r ito ry  inc lud ing  the Sahara, to be 
ju s t and necessary and are there­
fore, determined to extend to the 
people of A lgeria  a ll the possible 
support and aid. The Heads of 
State or Government are particu ­
la r ly  g ra tified  tha t A lgeria  is rep­
resented at th is Conference by its 
r ig h tfu l representative, the P rim e 
M in is te r o f the Provisional Gov­
ernm ent o f A lgeria.

The partic ipa ting  countries drew 
attention w ith  great concern to 
the developments in  Angola and 
to the in to lerable measures o f re ­
pression taken by the Portugese 
colonial authorities against the 
people of Angola and demand that 
an im m ediate end should be p u t 
to  any fu rth e r shedding o f blood 
of the Angolan people, and the 
people o f Angola should be as­
sisted by a ll peace-loving coun­
tries, p a rticu la rly  member states 
o f the U nited Nations, to  establish 
the ir free and independent state 
w ithou t delay.

favp r o f the regiriie getting a fa v ­
orable report.

When the OAS team a rrived  
Sept. 12, about 1,000 supporters o f 
the tyranny staged a fr ie n d ly  
demonstration at the a irport, car­
ry in g  sighs saying “ We Don’t  
W ant Another F ide l Castro Here.”  
B u t the road from  the a irpo rt to  
Ciudad T ru jil lo  passes by a w o rk ­
ing  class d is tr ic t near the D uarte 
Bridge. There a crowd o f some 
5,000 from  the neighborhood lined  
the h ighway w a iting  fo r  the OAS 
team to d rive  by.

They carried signs saying: “ G ive 
Us L ib e rty ,”  “ O ut W ith  The T ru ­
jillo s ,”  and “ We A re  S tarving.”  
Some o f the signs critic ised M or­
rison fo r  being p ro -T ru jillo .

A n  automobile belonging to  a 
government o ffic ia l passed ancl 
was jeered. A  man stepped out, 
fire d  in to  the crowd k ill in g  one 
person, then drove away. The 
crowd closed around the body, in ­
sisting tha t i t  be le ft ly in g  in  the 
road where the OAS team w ou ld  
see i t  when they passed. Police 
removed the body and broke up 
the crowd in  fig h tin g  w hich lasted 
several hours. I t  spread to other 
parts o f the capita l and there were 
three more k illin g s  by agents o i 
the regime.

That n ight, a three day “ m ourn­
ing  strike”  by shopkeepers was 
called. Thç moderate opposition 
groups w hich have radio fac ilities  
broadcast denunciations of the gov­
ernment. The regime called out 
troops and tanks to pa tro l Ciudad 
T ru jil lo  and break the strike. Pol­
ice were authorized to break up 
pub lic  meetings and parades and 
the opposition parties’ headquar­
ters were raided. The s trike  was 
ended 24 hours short o f its  goal 
when a num ber of merchants were 
deported fo r closing th e ir shops.

On September 13, the funera l 
fo r  one of the v ic tim s turned in to  
a mass demonstration against the 
regime. On September 17, 10,000 
persons gathered at a meeting 
called by one o f the opposition 
groups, the N ational C iv ic Union, 
w hich demanded tha t the OAS not 
remove the sanctions. The dem­
onstrators shouted slogans against 
Balaguer and T ru jil lo  Jr. and car­
ried  signs c ritica l o f M orrison.

The OAS couldn’t  foo l anybody 
about “ democratization”  in  the 
Dominican Republic now  i f  i t  
tried.
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B y  F re d  H a lstead

The U.S. State Departm ent has 
run  in to  a big snag in  its attem pt 
to s£c?p the develQpinjent o f a so­
cia l revo lu tion  i n ' the D ominican 
Republic. The Departm ent’s prob­
lem is how  to whitewash the b ru ­
ta l regime headed by the heirs 
o f Gen. Rafael T ru jil lo , Sr., who 
was assassinated earlie r th is year, 
w ithou t weakening the system of 
sem i-colonial exp lo ita tion w hich 
tha t regime protects.

The plan included having the 
Dominican Government —  headed 
by President Joaquin Balaguer 
and armed forces chief Gen. 
Rafael T ru jil lo , J r. —  a llow  some 
moderate opposition politic ians 
back in to  the country and to give 
them some lim ited  rights. Then i t  
could be claimed tha t the regime

Behind the New Dominican Crisis

Belgrade Parley Demands 
U.S. Get Out o f Guantanamo
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Letters from Our Readers.. Legal-Lynch Call

Conrad Lynn  (r ig h t foreground) w ith  Mrs. Lynn ( le f t )  and 
th e ir children at P rayer P ilgrim age for C iv il Rights in  W ash­
ington, D .C . Lynn ’s long career as a m ilitan t c iv il-righ ts  a t­
torney began w ith  the case of his brother at the beginning of 
W orld  W a r I I ,  which sought to outlaw  Jim  Crow in  the armed  
services. In  1957 Lynn  successfully fought fo r the freeing of 
tw o Negro boys, aged eight and nine, of Monroe, N .C ., who had 
been sent to reform  school because one had been kissed by a 
seven-year-old w h ite  g irl. H e is now defending victims of latest 
Monroe fram e-ups.

(Continued from  Page 1)
Charlotte (N.C .) Observer of Au­
gust 29.

N or is there any reason to as­
sume that, having le ft Union 
County, N orth  Carolina, W illiam s 
w ou ld  s t i l l  be armed. He armed 
him self, as is perfectly  legal in  
N o rth  Carolina, and he so no tified  
the  police and K K K , only a fte r 
there had been repeated threats 
against himself, his fam ily , his 
home and other residents of 
Monroe’s colored comm unity.

W hen tw o attempts were made 
on his life  th is summer in  connec­
tion  w ith  his e fforts  to integrate

im iiiHiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiimiiiiiiitHiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimtMiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiuiiii

The Committee to A id the 
Monroe Defendants w ill hold a 
protest ra lly  against the fram e-up  
of Robert W illiam s and the 
Monroe Freedom Riders on F ri­
day, Sept. 29 at 8 p.m. The rally  
w ill be held at Siloam Presby­
terian Church, 260 Jefferson Ave., 
Brooklyn.

Speakers include D r. A . E. 
Perry of Monroe, Conrad J. Lynn, 
legal counsel to Monroe defend­
ants, Freedom Rider David M or­
ton and Mrs. Irene Reap, mother 
of Monroe defendant. 
liiiiiiiiiiiiniiiimtiiiiiiiiiiiiiimimiumimMmiiimiumiiiiiimMiiiiiHiiiii

the c ity ’s only sw im m ing pool —  
b u ilt  w ith  federal funds and m u­
n ic ipa lly  maintained —  local po­
lice refused to do anything. W il­
liam s’ demands to the governor’s 
o ffice  fo r  protection were ignored. 
H is requests to your Departm ent 
fo r  federal action in  Monroe were 
also ignored.

Describing W illiam s as “ ex­
trem ely dangerous”  and “ armed”  
as is done in  your Departm ent’s 
wanted circulars in  g iv ing p rio r 
ju s tifica tion  and encouragement to 
a ll policemen —  federal, state and 
local —  to shoot on sight, to shoot 
f irs t  and ask questions later.

This was adm itted in  almost as 
many words last week by F B I 
Agent Foley to  Conrad J. L yn n  of 
New York, counsel fo r th is  com­
m ittee. M r. Lynn  says Agent 
Foley’s words were: “ the probabil­
i t y  is tha t the officers at th is time 
feel tha t they m ust shoot on 
sight.”

W hat can only be regarded as 
fu r th e r deliberate incitem ent to 
officers to  shoot W illiam s on sight 
are the c ircu la r’s statements tha t 
W illiam s is a “ schizophrenic”  and 
“ threatened violence.”

Thousands of people north  of

Anti-Persuader —  According to 
B ritish  h istorian A rno ld  Toynbee, 
“ the destiny o f our Western c iv il­
ization turns on the issue o f our 
struggle .w ith  a ll tha t Madison 
Avenue stands fo r  more than i t  
tu rns on the issue o f our struggle 
w ith  communism.”  The h istorian 
said th a t an economy “ tha t de­
pends fo r its  su rv iva l on the a r­
t if ic ia l s tim ula tion of m ateria l 
wants seems un like ly  to  survive 
fo r  ve ry  long.”

To A id Digestion? —  A  ham­
burger jo in t in  New Y o rk  w il l  
feature counter stools tha t rock.

Prosperity, U.S. Style —  In  1950, 
there were 33,392 bankruptcy pe ti­
tions file d  in  U.S. d is tr ic t courts. 
B y  1960, the num ber had swelled 
to  110,034. N early nine out of ten 
bankruptcy petitions are file d  in  
behalf o f ind iv iduals, not busi­
nesses. E igh t out of ten of them 
are employes, not proprietors. The 
approxim ate cost o f a bankruptcy 
action is $258.

None of that Socialism —  “ The 
Am erican People Deserve the Best 
M edical Care”  was the theme of 
one session o f a recent meeting of 
the Am erican Public Health Ass’n. 
D r. H enry N. P ra tt o f New Y ork  
H ospita l rose to  take exception.

the M ason-D ixon line  who have 
heard W illiam s on the lecture p la t­
fo rm  w il l  tes tify  to his ra tiona lity . 
Some 17 Freedom Riders who 
spent the week of August 21-27 
in  close contact w ith  W illiam s w il l  
assure you not only o f his clear­
headedness but of his humaneness.

For your Departm ent to accept 
a “ diagnosis”  of the K u  K lu x  K lan  
school of psychiatry practiced by 
the sick-m inded offic ia ldom  of 
Union County, which considers 
any Negro who demands equal 
righ ts a lunatic, is a new low  in  
Washington. B u t its immediate 
consequence is to make police, now 
hunting  W illiam s, trigger-happy 
because they fear they are dealing 
w ith  an “ extrem ely dangerous,”  
“ armed”  lunatic.

The c ircu la r’s statement tha t 
W illiam s “ threatened violence”  is 
a deliberate d is tortion of his w e ll- 
know n advocacy th a t Negroes de­
fend themselves from  racist a t­
tacks w ith  arms i f  necessary. This 
is not threatening violence b u t to

The Am erican people, he said, de­
serve the best medical care they 
w i l l  pay for.

Getting Nearer to God —  Con­
gregations planning to b u ild  new 
churches are advised by Paul 
Johnson, Southern Baptist arch­
itec tu ra l supervisor, to  include in  
the plans a fa ll-o u t shelter.

M an Bites Dog —  The N LR B  is 
holding an election in  Sugar 
Grove, W. V irg in ia , to determine 
i f  a m a jo rity  o f the Wm. J. Burns 
Detective Agency employes w ish 
co be represented by a union. For 
generations the mam w ork  of this 
agency was labor espionage and 
strikebreaking.

Facing the Future —  D r. H er­
man M u lle r, a Nobel P rize -w in ­
ning geneticist, has urged estab­
lishm ent of “ banks”  of human 
sperm as a step tow ard  insuring 
su rv iva l o f fu tu re  generations.

Jobless A id —  A  six-state fed­
eral survey revealed tha t the aver­
age weekly unemployment com­
pensation benefit o f a claim ant 
who heads a fa m ily  of fo u r 
amounts to no more than 78 per 
cent — and sometimes as lit t le  as 
56 per cent —  of money needed 
fo r  such absolute necessities as

repel v io len t attackers. The r ig h t 
of such self-defense is a corner­
stone of Anglo-Am erican law.

We demand tha t the vicious 
Wanted F lye r Number 290 be im ­
mediately w ithd raw n  and tha t a ll 
law-enforcem ent agents to whom 
i t  was sent be notified  tha t i t  con­
tained false in form ation.

We fu rth e r urge tha t the man­
hunt fo r W illiam s be called o ff 
w h ile  your Departm ent investi­
gates K K K  influence in  the gov­
ernm ent and police force of 
Monroe and Union County and 
the ir calculated fram e-up of W il­
liams, the Freedom Riders and 
members of the Monroe N on-V io­
len t A ction  Committee.

If ,  as a resu lt o f your Depart­
m ent’s false characterization of 
W illiam s and the inc ita tion  to 
shoot h im  down, he is k ille d  w h ile  
being apprehended, the blood of 
tha t o ffic ia l lynch ing w il l  be in ­
de lib ly  on your hands and w il l  
stain the Kennedy adm inistration 
fo r a ll time.

food, shelter, clothing, u tilit ie s  and 
medical care.

Who’ll Preserve the Shadows?
—  Professor W illa rd  Meiss, an a rt 
scholar, has urged tha t each coun­
try  accelerate completion of photo­
graphic archives of m a jor a rt 
works so that at least “ the shad­
ows o f its  a rt treasures may be 
assured surv iva l.”

Lunar Fringe Benefit —  The
decision to locate the federal man- 
on-the-moon pro ject at Cape 
Canaveral, Fla., is a ju ic y  new 
p lum  fo r real estate operators in  
tha t area. For example, the' paper 
value of the stock of the Cana­
vera l In te rnationa l Corp., con­
tro lled  by tw o men, rose by $1 
m illio n  in  24 hours a fte r the an­
nouncement that the moon shot 
pro ject w ould be located there. 
Industria l property that was sell­
ing fo r a dime a square foot went 
up to 15 cents.

Note to Used Car Dealers —  A
device has ju s t been patented to 
keep drivers a le rt on long, h igh­
speed trips. I t  produces a knock­
ing sound in irregu la r and unpre­
dictable patterns. Coupled w ith  the 
knock in  some old jallopies, the 
sound could be provided in  stereo 
balance.

Visitor in Venezuela
Caracas, Venezuela

We have m et a young man here 
who is an avid  reader o f The 
M ilita n t. M anuel is young, about 
20, and w h ile  he doesn’t  speak too 
much English he reads i t  and 
translates everyth ing he gets his 
hands on. He is anxious to receive 
each issue of The M ilita n t, espec­
ia lly  to  fin d  out w hat’s happening 
in  Cuba.

In  Betancourt’s “ model democ­
racy,”  he explained, no newspa­
pers or periodicals are perm itted 
to enter the country from  revo lu­
tionary  Cuba. The young Vene­
zuelan revo lu tionary who wants 
to fin d  out w hat is going on in  
Cuba either has to  go there or 
read The M ilita n t, he said.

The Movement of the Revolu­
tionary  L e ft, o f w hich M anuel is a 
member, hopes to re p r in t some 
m ateria l on Cuba in  th e ir news­
paper, w h ich  has been forced un­
derground by Betancourt. They 
are now try in g  to fin d  some good 
translators so tha t m ateria l from  
the Cuban press w h ich  appears in  
The M ilita n t  could be retranslated 
in to  Spanish fo r c ircu la tion  in  
Venezuela.

Nora Roberts

For Unity
Scottsdale, A riz .

Congratulations. The paper car­
ries much tha t is good fo r these 
times. More power to you. I  trus t 
tha t sometimes soon the situation 
w il l  become adjusted u n til a ll rev­
olutionaries, socialists and a ll of 
the le ft w ing  w il l  crystalize in to  
one centralized group. Then there 
w il l  be real headway.

P arty  and organization egotism 
stand in  the way of a strong move­
ment fo r progress.

A m  passing The M ilita n t  on.
C.H.

Logic and Berlin
Baltim ore, Md.

Please perm it me to in jec t some 
logic in to  the confused and a r t i­
f ic ia l B e rlin  “ crisis.”

The USSR is negotiating the 
signing of a peace trea ty  w ith  
East Germany —  ending Russian 
occupation w h ile  guaranteeing to 
the capita lis t bloc access to Ber­
lin . The m ain bone of contention 
is tha t the West w i l l  have to  deal 
w ith  East German bureaucrats 
ra ther than Russian bureaucrats. 
The West considers th is  “ e v il”  be­
cause i t  does not “ recognize”  East 
Germany (as i t  does the USSR!)

Every day, fo r 16 years, West­
ern trave l through the B e rlin  cor­
r id o r has been subject to the in ­
spection and red tape o f Russian 
m ilita ry  offic ia ls. The “ fea r”  of 
the West is tha t the m orning after 
the trea ty goes in to  effect these 
Russian m ilita ry  men w il l  have 
been replaced by East German o f­
fic ia ls  whose red tape is now  sup­
posed to be a b it  redder than the 
Russian red tape.

The West’s fine, young, h igh- 
minded, idealistic, responsible of­
fic ia ls  w il l  o f course refuse to rec­
ognize the East German offic ia ls 
(a fte r a ll— look how long i t  took 
them to learn Russian.)

And when an East German of­
fic ia l says, in  a heavy w orkers’ 
state accent, “ M ay I  see you r pa­
pers, please?”  the peace-loving 
Western forces w i l l  p lay deaf and 
dum b.and ju s t crash through the 
barricade.

A lthough the West refuses to rec­
ognize the East German regime, 
i t  is s ti l l  logical enough to assume 
that i t  w i l l  be able to recognize 
East German bullets —  as the 
border guards, crying, “ H a lt in  the 
name o f the German Democratic

Republic,”  f ire  shots at Western 
wetbacks.

This, the West proposes, w ould  
lead to a ll-o u t nuclear w ar; which, 
granted, is not the best po licy  —  
b u t surely (as every Am erican 
w il l  agree) is better than dealing 
w ith  an East German instead o f 
a Russian border guard.

A . Robert Kaufman

New Reader
Phoenix, A riz .

I  have seen tw o copies o f The 
M ilita n t  and I  can say they struck 
me as among the most courageous 
and fra n k  publications I  have ever 
seen, fa r more so than some of 
the watered-down s tu ff w h ich  
passes fo r le ft-w in g  publications.

Enclosed is payment fo r m y sub­
scription. I  have been subscrib­
ing to the Young Socialist fo r the 
past three years and m y on ly re ­
gret has been tha t i t  comes out 
on ly  once a month. N ow I  can get 
an equally good paper once a 
week.

R.B.

Wants a Bigger Paper
New York, N.Y.

Past issues of The M ilita n t have 
reported the d ifficu ltie s  encount­
ered due to the lim ited  copy space 
o f its  fou r pages. C erta in ly  M il i ­
tan t readers have become more 
aware of th is  during  a period 
when news coverage by the da ily  
press has proven deliberate ly dis­
torted. No better example can be 
g iven than the crooked coverage 
of the Cuban revolution.

P a rticu la rly  re levant is the 
scandal w h ich  erupted over the 
censorship of news about the Cuba 
invasion. The M ilita n t  was able, in  
spite o f the handicap of having 
only fo u r pages, to provide suf­
fic ien t in fo rm ation  regarding the 
Cuban situation —  and is s til l 
doing so.

More recently, T h e  M ilita n t  has 
headlined the case of Robert W il­
liams and the struggle of the Ne­
gro com m unity of Monroe. The 
importance of th is struggle and 
the defense of Robert W illiam s re­
quires the most accurate and fu l l  
coverage by your paper —  and 
NOT at the expense o f om itting  
fu l l  coverage of the Cuban re v ­
olution, the labor movement in  
th is country, etc.

Also, a bigger paper w ould make 
room fo r  some more ligh te r read­
ing —  movie and book reviews, 
etc. I  th in k  th is w ould  help in  
getting new readers.

Therefore, I  w ould lik e  to know  
w hat has m aterialized about those 
ideas mentioned in  past issues 
about enlarging the paper to e igh t- 
page issues?

L .M .
[W e’re s ti l l  fo r it, bu t s t i l l  un­

able to say when we’l l  be able to. 
E dito r.]

Crosses Into Rifles
Rockaway Beach, N.Y.

A  recent feature artic le  on the 
Boston T rave lle r about the Yankee 
D iv is ion  of the Massachusetts 
National Guard indicates the 
trend in  the A rm y  medical service.

“ A  s ign ificant change in  w o rld  
conditions is reflected in  the Med­
ics of the 114th. The fa m ilia r 
Geneva Conference Red Cross arm  
brassards are disappearing from  
the sleeves o f the medics. In  
th e ir place are potent M -1 rifles . 
Medics w orld -w ide  are now per­
m itted  to ca rry  rifle s  fo r  ‘p ro­
tection of patients.’ N ext to  disap­
pear w i l l  be the huge crosses tha t 
appear on hospital tents and am­
bulances. Doctors move about th e ir 
missions of mercy w ith  45-caliber 
revolvers strapped around the ir 
waists.”

R.W .

Thought fo r the Week
“ W hy should we hesitate? By the tim e we get the ‘Go’ signal from  

the position of an airborne a lert, our w ives and ch ildren a t th is a ir  
base w il l  probably be dead. So there’d be noth ing w orth  coming back 
to anyway.”  —  A  Strategic A ir  Command p ilo t queried by a newsman 
about how he w ould  feel on hearing the signal fo r  a nuclear attack.

I t  W as Reported in the  Press


