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Strikers Face Armed Troops in Colombia
B y  Joseph Hansen

BOGOTA, Sept. 29 — In  the 
Am erican press, the A lberto  Lleras 
Camargo government is p ictured 
as a bastion of democracy in  L a ­
t in  America, one of the regimes 
tha t o ffe r a genuine a lternative 
to the pattern of Cuba. N a tu ra lly  
Lleras holds a fro n t place in  the 
line-up fo r  funds under Kennedy’s 
“ A lliance fo r Progress”  program.

W ashington’s conviction tha t 
Colombia has the r ig h t man in 
the presidency is based on solid 
facts, as anyone could see stro lling  
through the center of Bogota the 
past week.

In  fro n t of every bank stood 
m ilita ry  police armed w ith  clubs. 
Paddy wagons were parked con­

veniently near. A t strategic spots 
squads of mounted soldiers waited 
beside rows of horses. Throughout 
the financia l area, patrols in  o live- 
green uniform s marched the side­
walks.

On the walls huge placards 
warned the citizenry not to pa rtic ­
ipate in  any demonstrations or 
street meetings. These have been 
banned by the government.

The banks in  a ll other m ajor 
cities of Colombia were under 
s im ila r guard. The police and 
armed forces were being used to 
break a nationw ide bank-workers 
strike.

The unions involved in  the 
strike  had been outlawed, the ir 
headquarters raided, leaders ar­

rested, pickets ja iled  on sight.
Besides armed forces, the gov­

ernment used other means to try  
to break the strike. Every m ajor 
newspaper jo ined in  a front-page 
“ back to w o rk ”  campaign. When 
some of the union leaders buckled 
under the pressure, th is campaign 
gained momentum. The heads of 
the most pow erfu l unions in  Co­
lom bia stood aloof, charging 
“ Communist in filt ra tio n ”  among 
the bank workers. A  move to dis­
place the strike leaders received 
o ffic ia l approval from  Lleras h im ­
self.

Late Tuesday afternoon, the 
Bogota c ity  adm inistration granted 
a concession to a group of inde­
pendent unions tha t ra llied  to the

strikers ’ cause. The concession was 
permission to hold an open-air 
meeting in  B o liva r Plaza the next 
night. The concession had s tric t 
lim ita tions. The meeting must be 
completed w ith in  tw o hours. I t  
must be “ o rderly .”  No f i l in g  
through the streets must fo llow . 
Placards were pasted up the day 
of the meeting w arn ing  citizens 
tha t any v io la tion  o f the restric­
tions w ould be met w ith  the 
“ severest police measures.”

Some 6,000 people appeared fo r 
the ra lly , f i l l in g  one end o f the 
giant square by 6 p.m. In  b rie f 
speeches over a portable mega­
phone, union spokesmen sought to 
counter the propaganda of the 
capita list press, exp la in ing the

real issues at stake.
A l l  o f them scored the govern­

m ent’s strikebreaking role. The de­
sire fo r “ A lliance fo r Progress”  
funds', they declared, spurred the 
Lleras regime in to  the most 
shameless espousal of the side of  
the banking interests, a ll o f whom 
are tied up w ith  W a ll Street. The ir 
charges met w ith  roars from  the 
crowd tha t resounded from  the 
stone walls of the government 
build ings surrounding the plaza.

The o ffic ia l excuse fo r breaking 
the strike  was tha t i t  was “ i l ­
legal.”  In  1959, Lleras broke the 
f irs t bank-w orkers strike through 
a decree declaring banks to be a 
“ public service.”  The purpose was 
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Auto Workers Press Drive 
To Improve Plant Conditions

ments, president of U nited Auto 
W orkers Local 216 at nearby 
South Gate pu t i t  at a Sept. 25 
meeting as the GM  workers voted 
three to one to go back to work, 
bu t at the same tim e roundly 
booed In te rnationa l President 
W alter Reuther.

(A  South Gate newspaper ban­
ner-headlined the story: “ GM
Opens, U nion Charges Reuther 
‘Sell-O ut’ ” .)

“ W alter Reuther never had i t  so 
bad,”  is the way the Sept. 28 
South Gate Press reported the 
meeting, “ — even in  T im e Mag­
azine —  as he did in  South Gate 
Local 2 l6  of the U AW  Monday 
afternoon.”

The Los Angeles M irro r  News 
report (Sept. 26) on Local 216’s 
voting said, “ They tore up the ir 
ballots, yanked other ballots from  
collection boxes and balked on 
voting fo r w hat they considered 
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Garza Assails 
Sending Needy 
To Puerto Rico

B y R ich ard  G arza
Socialist W orkers Candidate 

For M ayor o f New York
D uring  the past tw o months 43 

people in  New Y ork  have been 
deported back to Puerto Rico and 
another 52 have been sent back to 
the South.

W hat was the ir crime? Nothing, 
except tha t they were unfortunate 
enough to be dependent on public 
w elfare at a tim e when the c ity  
Democratic adm inistration and the 
state Republican adm inistration 
jo ined hands fo r a new crackdown 
on welfare “ chiselers.”

This inhuman treatm ent of the 
most downtrodden pa rt of the 
population is p a rticu la rly  despic­
able since i t  is also being used 
to bolster the ly in g  claim  tha t the 
c ity ’s Puerto Rican people are a 
gang of loafers who come here to 
live  o ff welfare.

M ayor Wagner’s w elfare com­
missioner, James P. Dumpson, and 
Governor Rockefeller’s deputy 
state w elfare commissioner, Peter 
Cassius, have moved to regularize 
the deportation process by g iv ing 
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico 
three months to arrange fo r the 
handling of fam ilies to be sent 
back. A fte r the three-months, the 
c ity  w ould o ffe r such fam ilies 
transportation money and i f  they 
refused to go they w ould be cut 
o ff welfare. (A fte r protest by 
Puerto Rican officia ls, Cassius as­
sured that th is  was not an “ u l t i ­
m atum ”  —  jus t a “ suggestion.” ) 
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Cuba Gives Williams Asylum; 
New Evidence Links Cops to 
Beating of Freedom Rider

B y  John T h a y e r

Cuba’s Revolutionary Govern­
ment on Oct. 3 announced that it, 
was granting po litica l asylum to 
Robert F. W illiam s, N orth  Caro­
lin a  Negro leader. W illiam s, who 
was indicted on fram ed-up kidnap 
charges fo llow ing  w hite-suprem - 
acist rio tin g  against Freedom 
Riders and Negroes in  Monroe 
N. C., on Aug. 27, had been the 
object of a F B I manhunt cover­
ing the U.S., Canada and Mexico.

F irs t w ord tha t the m ilita n t 
c iv il-r ig h ts  leader had outw itted 
the F B I and Canadian “ Mounties”  
and had a rrived safely in  Cuba 
came in  dispatches Sept. 29 from  
W illia m  W orthy, an Am erican Ne­
gro newspaperman now in  Havana 
fo r the York, Pennsylvania, Gazet­
te and D a ily  and the Baltim ore 
A fro-Am erican, one of the nation’s 
leading Negro newspapers.

In  granting a haven of safety to 
W illiam s, the Cuban government 
stated tha t a param ount considera­
tion  was the fact tha t Negroes 
“ are mistreated and persecuted as 
animals”  in  the U.S.

W orthy said in  his dispatches 
tha t W illiam s’ escape had been co­
ordinated by a veritab le  modern 
underground ra ilw ay. Various 
groups and ind iv idua ls had co­
operated to speed the fug itive  on 
his way. Frequently they arranged 
fo r attorneys to be at W illiam s ’

"M y Freedom Has Been Grossly Violated”
B y L . M o rris

ELKTO N, Md. —  A  tr ia l of 
three Negroes and a w h ite  at the 
Cecil County Courthouse Sept. 21- 
22 d idn ’t  help the State Depart­
ment in  its e ffo rts  to elim inate 
U.S. Route 40 from  the “ image”  
of America.

The main arte ry  between Wash­
ington, D.C., and New York, 
Route 40, is used frequently  by 
fore ign diplomats trave ling  be­
tween the two centers. This has 
added to the business of the eat­
ing places along the highway but 
has also proven a headache fo r 
the State Departm ent since a num ­
ber of diplomats from  Asian and 
A frican  states have been denied 
service in  various of these res­
taurants w hich exclude “ colored.”  
Accounts of such incidents have 
been w e ll publicized throughout 
the w orld .

On Sept. 6, the spotlight was 
again focused on Route 40’s J im  
C row  eateries, th is tim e by the 
v ic tim iza tion  of fo u r Americans 
three of them Negro and one 
w hite.

Wallace F. Nelson, his w ife  
Juanita, Rose Robinson and Mrs. 
K ay  M yer Fields were re turn ing  
home to Philadelphia from  a v is it

to Washington. A t dinnertim e they 
stopped at the Bar H  Chuck 
House. When they sat down at a 
booth a waitress inform ed them 
the establishment did not serve 
“ colored.”

The fou r are w ork ing  people, 
integrationists and pacifists. They 
had no thought of doing battle 
w ith  J im  Crow when they stopped 
to eat since there were no signs 
ind icating the restaurant was l i ly -  
white. B u t when they were denied 
service they stood the ir ground, 
refusing to leave. State troopers 
arrived, a ll prepared w ith  copies 
of a M aryland “ trespass”  law  
w hich gives the owners of public 
places the unconstitutional “ r ig h t”  
to  deny entry to anyone they 
choose.

Juanita Nelson decided to defy 
them w ith  c iv il disobedience tac­
tics. Declared under arrest, she 
sim ply slipped to the floor. The 
cops carried her out and drove 
her to magistrate’s court w h ile  
the other three fo llowed behind. 
A ll  were arrested fo r v io la ting  
the “ trespass”  law  and ja iled  fo r 
a hearing the next day.

Personal circumstance required 
Mrs. Fields to accept the legal pro­
cedures and she was found

“ g u ilty ”  and fined $50. The N el­
sons and Rose Robinson, however, 
refused to recognize the va lid ity  
of the proceedings, demanded they 
be released and refused to coop­
erate in  any way, holding tha t the 
proceedings were completely im ­
m oral.

They began a hunger strike  that 
was to last fo r  17 days. They re­
fused to fo llow  any dictates of the 
authorities and, refusing to walk, 
were dragged to the various pro­
ceedings.

P ub lic ity  developed around this 
novel opposition to M ary land ’s 
J im -C row  law. State A tto rney J. 
A lb e rt Roney countered w ith  a 
vicious move. He had them sent 
to C rownsville  State Hospita l fo r 
psychiatric examination. I f  found 
“ unbalanced”  they w ould have 
been c o m m itte d  to a m ental hos­
p ita l.

However, friends of the three 
protested and the M aryland N A A - 
CP condemned the proceedings. 
The psychiatrist found them sane 
and able to stand tr ia l and they 
were brought in to  the county c ir­
cu it court w hich heard the tres­
pass charges as w e ll as Mrs.
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R obert F . W illia m s

side in  case of his sudden capture 
and to re fu te  any false charges o f 
“ shot w h ile  resisting arrest.”

The F B I Wanted C ircu la r fo r 
W illiam s contained false and in c it­
ing in form ation calculated to en­
courage police officers encounter­
ing h im  to shoot on sight. Its  
repudiation and w ithd raw a l had 
been demanded of U.S. A tto rney 
General Robert Kennedy by the 
Committee to A id  the Monroe 
Defendants, w hich is headed by 
Dr. A. E. P erry of Monroe.

W illiam s related that a fte r the 
homes of some of his Canadian 
friends had been searched by po­
lice, they were to ld: “ That man 
hasn’t got a chance. We w il l  send 
h im  back to the States in  a pine 
box.”

One They Missed

The Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police, who this tim e d idn ’t  live  
up to the ir boast about “ always 
getting the ir man,”  pu t out a 
dragnet fo r W illiam s in  Canada 
and reportedly had hundreds of 
F B I agents attached to them fo r 
the search.

The detaining of a w hite  cou­
ple fo r several hours by an ex­
cited crowd in  Monroe’s Negro 
comm unity, w hich feared an im ­
m inent K K K  invasion, serves as 
the basis of a ll the kidnap ind ic t­
ments. In terviews given to N orth  
Carolina papers by the w hite  wo­
man involved show that W illiam s 
argued against detaining the cou­
ple, that he used his influence to 
prevent harm  coming to them  and 
that when he had calmed the 
crowd they were released un­
harmed.

In  a le tte r published tw o weeks 
ago in  The M ilita n t, W illiam s de­
clared he was innocent o f the 
charges and tha t he was being ac- 
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OCT. 4 — The nationwide w a lk ­
out of the Ford auto workers, 
a fte r the U AW  leaders and the 
company reached agreement on 
the economic issues, points up 
the v ita l need fo r an industry­
w ide union drive  against speed­
up and general deterioration of 
w ork ing  conditions. The Ford 
workers are now extending the 
battle opened by the GM  workers 
who were pressured by W alter 
Reuther in to re tu rn ing  to w ork  
before they had settled a ll the ir 
w ork ing-cond ition  grievances.

By D ella  Rossa
LOS ANGELES, Sept. 30 — 

“ We’re going back to w o rk  w ith  
a gun at our heads, and i t ’s not 
General Motors’ gun, i t ’s Reuth- 
e r’s.”

This is the way H aro ld  Cle-

Dr. Pauling Scores 
'Shelter' Program

LOS ANGELES, Sept. 30 — 
Construction of fa ll-o u t shelters is 
a fo rm  of m ilita r ism  w hich in ­
creases the danger of nuclear war. 
This w arn ing was given by Dr. 
L inus Pauling, Nobel P rize -w in ­
ning scientist and w orld  famous 
opponent of nuclear weapons’ test­
ing, to a Jo in t A n ti-N uc lea r Pro­
test R a lly  ton ight at Warehouse­
men’s H a ll. Sharing the p la tfo rm  
w ith  Dr. Pauling were John T. 
McTernan, chairman of the U n it­
arian Fellowship fo r Social Jus­
tice, and Theodore Edwards, 
Southern C a liforn ia  chairman of 
the Socialist W orkers Party. Dr. 
A.J. Lew is of the F a ir P lay fo r 
Cuba Committee presided.

“ The jo ke r in  the civil-defense 
program is tha t by  increasing the 
ra tio  of an atomic attack by four, 
the value of the protection pro­
gram is w iped out,”  D r. Pauling 
declared.

D r. Pauling, who has been 
hounded by Congressional w itch - 
hunters because he got 11,000 sci­
entists to sign petitions protesting 
nuclear tests, was in terrupted by 
applause when he said, “ I  asked 
Khrushchev to stop the tests and 
said I  spoke fo r the whole human 
race. A nd I  said that I  spoke fo r 
the whole human race because 
someone must, the politic ians 
don’t ! ”
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The Furor Over Huldah Clark
B y  L a r r y  S m ith

N EW AR K —  The Sept. 24 edi­
tion  of the Newark Star Ledger 
featured front-page statements by 
three Negro leaders condemning 
the W illiam  C la rk  fa m ily  fo r 
sending th e ir 14-year-old daugh­
te r to the Soviet Union fo r  school­
ing.

The fa m ily  was extended the 
in v ita tio n  by P rem ier Khrushchev 
du ring  his v is it here. In  accept­
ing  fo r th e ir daughter, Huldah, M r. 
C la rk  had said: “ We ju s t don't 
believe our k ids can get as good 
an education in  the States as they 
are getting over there.”  This is 
a fact tha t even anti-Soviet edu­
cators in  th is country have ad­
m itted.

Y e t the C la rk  fam ily  is being 
subjected to public attack by peo­
p le who should know better.

In  the Star Ledger article, 
C arlton B. Norris, president o f the 
N ewark NAACP, says: “ Whereas 
the Negro in  Am erica has not yet 
achieved fu l l  citizenship i t  is my 
opinion tha t the departure of Miss

Says Cops Caused 
Newark Outbreak

N EW AR K —  “ C ivic leaders and 
the police are a ll busy try in g  to 
p inpo in t the source of the student 
outbreak at West K inney H igh 
School Sept. 28, b u t a ll o f them 
—  either deliberately or through 
ignorance —  have fa iled  to touch 
on the basic and rea lly  quite 
obvious reason,”  said Ruth Shim - 
insky, Socialist W orkers candidate 
fo r  governor.

Located in  the center of New­
a rk ’s “ H arlem ,”  the disorder 
erupted when cops moved in  to 
break up a f is t fig h t between two 
students. Some 600 students angri­
ly  attacked the cops and when 
one of them was arrested they 
marched in  a body to the local 
police precinct demanding his 
release. They were dispersed w ith  
f ire  hoses.

“ The claim  tha t the demonstra­
tion  was an expression of tension 
between Negroes and Puerto 
Ricans in  the area is besides the 
po in t,”  Mrs. Shim insky said. “ I  
lived  fo r  a num ber of years in  the 
Rev. Hayes housing pro ject which 
is r ig h t across the street from  the 
4th precinct where the demonstra­
tion  took place and i t  came as no 
surprise to me.

“ I t  was. fear of police b ru ta lity  
tha t ins tinc tive ly  led the students 
to march on the station house. I t ’s 
a notorious fact in  the area tha t 
Negroes are frequently  beaten 
when they’re arrested.”

A  real step toward e lim inating 
“ tension”  in  the area, she said, 
w ould be form ation of neighbor­
hood committees empowered to go 
in to  the stations to in te rv iew  p ris ­
oners and to go before grand 
ju ries  to seek ind ictm ent of police 
g u ilty  of d iscrim inatory or b ru ta l 
conduct.

Weekly Calendar
DETROIT

The Truth A bou t Robert W illiam s and 
the M onroe Freedom Riders. Speaker, 
Melissa Singler, a c tiv e  in loca l c iv il righ ts  
m ovem en t and in C o m m itte e  to  A id  
M  onroe  D efendants. F ri., O c t . 13, 8 p.m . 
Debs H a ll, 3737 W oodw ard. Ausp. F riday  
N ig h t S o c ia lis t Forum.

•
N E W  YO R K

N ew  Films fro m  C uba  —  "The First 
Socialist July 26," "G ag arin  in H avana."  
Plus, "The A pril Invasion." Fri., O c t. 13, 
8:30 p.m. I 16 University Place. C o n tr ib . 
$1. Ausp. M ili ta n t  Labo r Forum.

*  *  *

J o in  us in an even ing  o f fun, enterta in­
ment, refreshments. Sat., O c t. 7, 9 p.m. 
a t 297 East 10th St. (Betw een Aves. A  
and B.) A p t. 3A. C o n tr ib . $1. Freedom  
for M orton Sobell in 1961.

*  *  *

Election Rally —  H e a r th e  S oc ia lis t 
W o rke rs  ca nd id a tes  and guests speakers 
Julio M edina and Dr. A nnette  T. Rubin­
stein. Fri., O c t. 27, 8 p.m . H ote l A lbert,
U n ive rs ity  PI. and l l t h  St.

C lark  to seek an education in  the 
Soviet Union is a mistake and can 
result only in  the ch ild  being used 
as an instrum ent of Communist 
propaganda.”

M r. N orris ’ whereas the Negro 
has not yet achieved fu l l  c itizen­
ship is the k ind  of an understate­
ment tha t leads me to wonder 
w hat k ind  o f propaganda he is 
being used as an instrum ent of.

I  wonder even more since he 
chooses to make his statement in  
a paper w hich has never shown 
any interest in  the righ ts of Ne­
groes or the state of our schools. 
Not only tha t bu t the Star Ledger 
has been th is c ity ’s leading cham­
pion of one of the w orst enemies 
of Negro righ ts and a decent edu­
cational system —  the House U n- 
Am erican A ctiv ities  Committee. 
M r. N orris  must be aware of the 
charges of more than 50 Southern 
Negro leaders (inc lud ing  NAACP 
leaders) tha t HUAC has de lib­
erately cast a pa ll on e ffo rts  to 
w in  equal education fo r Negro 
children as “ Com m unist-inspired.”

This isn’t  ju s t something in  the 
South. From 1955 to 1957 HUAC 
had its road show in  N ewark “ ex­
posing”  public school teachers as 
“ red propagandists.”  This persecu­
tion  pu t a cloud of fear over school 
teachers w hich deteriorated the 
educational level even fu rthe r. 
A nd H U AC ’s p rinc ipa l mouthpiece 
in  th is campaign against the teach­
ers was the Star Ledger.

This yellow  sheet in  w hich 
these Negro leaders choose to dem­
onstrate th e ir super-patrio tism  is 
cu rren tly  runn ing a series in  de­
fense of HUAC. I t  is no doubt la y ­
ing  the ground fo r  a re tu rn  to 
N ewark by the committee w hich 
is such a b itte r enemy of progress.

P a rticu la rly  disgusting to me 
was the statement in  the Star 
Ledger by  Irv in e  Turner, C ity  
Councilman from  the Central 
Ward. Among other things, he’s 
reported as saying C lark and his 
fa m ily  should be deported to Rus­
sia.

The only Negro on the C ity  
Council, Turner has always faced 
the b itte r opposition of the Star 
Ledger w h ich has never hesitated 
to smear h im  in  the d irtie s t ways. 
I t  is most strange tha t he should 
a llow  such a paper to quote h im  
in  a d ia tribe against a Negro fam ­
ily . A  fa m ily  like  so many others 
on ly desiring a chance fo r  the ir 
ch ildren to have something more 
than the ha lf-a -day ’s education 
tha t most of them get here.

I t  seems tha t these Negro lead­
ers are sure tha t “ constitutional 
guarantees w il l  erase second-class 
citizenship.”  When, M r. Norris? 
In  another hundred years?

I f  these gentlemen were less 
concerned about m aking flag -w av­
ing apologies in  a H U A C -m outh- 
piece paper, they m ight be able 
to do more in  the fig h t to raise 
school standards in  Newark. They 
m igh t be able to give leadership 
in  the demand fo r more schools, 
and fu ll-d a y  sessions. They m ight 
be able to do something about the 
fear injected into the school sys­
tem by HUAC and its hate groups.

Negro fam ilies w ould then not 
feel the need to send the ir ch il­
dren elsewhere fo r a decent edu­
cation. They w ould be more ready 
to jo in  the fig h t fo r proper school­
ing here.

Special Offer 
To New Readers

A  fo u r-m o n th  t r ia l  sub­
scrip tion  to  T h e  M ili ta n t  fo r  
o n ly  50 cents. Send th is cou­
pon w ith  p aym en t to: The  
M ilita n t ,  116 U n i v e r s i t y  
P lace, N e w  Y o rk  3, N .Y .

Name ................................................

Street ................................................

C i t y ...................................Zone___
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Pickets Cut Sales 
At J. C. Penney's 
In San Francisco

B y  M a r ia  d i Savio
SAN FRANCISCO —  A  singing, 

sw inging picket line, w ith  signs 
in  English and Chinese, has been 
m aintained fo r more than two 
months by s tr ik ing  employes at 
the local J. C. Penney’s Depart­
ment Store.

The key issue is renewal of a 
contract won tw o-and -a-ha lf years 
ago. The strikers are members of 
Departm ent Store Employes U n­
ion, Local 1100 and Retail Shoe 
and Textile  Salesmen’s Union, Lo ­
cal 410.

In  addition to refusing to ex­
tend the contract, Penney’s, San 
Francisco, one of a chain of 1,753 
stores, wants to slash sales com­
missions by as much as $400 over 
a nine-m onth period; refuse a 
th ird  week’s vacation a fte r five  
years of service (a standard con­
d ition  in  re ta il stores here); and 
h ire  more extras at non-union 
wages during the Christmas and 
other seasonal rushes.

The store is operating w ith  a 
scab force composed m ain ly  of 
executive personnel and the ir 
relatives, re ta il trainees on the ir 
w ay up to management, a few  
very  young workers who don’t 
know  any better and some ou t-o f- 
tow n or dow n-and-out workers 
who ju s t don’t  care.

Since Penney’s customers are 
m ostly workers, the p icket line 
has been effective and business 
has dropped considerably. Other 
unions are helping the strikers. 
The l ocal butchers’ union, fo r 
example, has donated meat to the 
strike k itchen w hich serves three 
meals a day.

To publicize the ir figh t, the 
strikers have “ w a lk ing  pickets”  a ll 
over the city, pa rticu la rly  in  the 
Chinese, Negro and L a tin -A m e ri- 
can communities.

A lthough the strikers —  95 per 
cent women —  are h a rd -h it eco­
nom ically, they are vigorously — 
and ve rba lly  —  waging a good 
figh t. The ir p icket line is the 
live lies t th ing  on M arke t Street 
w ith  catchy union songs, sung to 
the tune of such standards as 
“ C aliforn ia, Here I  Come,”  and 
“ When the Saints Go Marching 
In .”

...Puerto Ricans
(Continued from  Page 1)

Who are the targets of the de­
portation program? Here is an ex­
ample. Mrs. Georgina Lopez came 
to New Y ork a year ago w ith  her 
fo u r children a fte r her husband 
deserted her. She went to  w o rk  in  
a lingerie factory and was la id  
o ff. H er next job was in  a laundry 
at $42 a week. O f th is she had to 
pay $20 a week fo r a baby­
sitter.

When she could no longer man­
age she turned to the welfare de­
partm ent w hich gave her a few 
dollars a week in  supplementary 
re lie f. Then she ran in to  baby­
s itting  problems and le ft the job.

The w elfare Departm ent in te r­
vened —  not w ith  an o ffe r of a 
be tter paying job or nursery care 
fo r  the children — bu t w ith  a tele­
gram on a F riday te lling  her to be 
ready on Monday fo r a plane 
tr ip  back to Puerto Rico.

News of the deportation h it  the 
press and the proceedings slowed 
down. B u t Dumpson said Mrs. 
Lopez w ould be returned to Puerto 
R ico shortly.

Such b ru ta l treatm ent of the 
poor must be stopped. Three 
th ings are urgently needed as a 
starter in  dealing w ith  the real 
w elfare problem in th is city. F irst, 
a c ity  m in im um  wage law  of $2 
an hour to reduce dependency on 
supplementary re lie f. Second, ra is­
ing the w e lfa re ’s present starva­
tion  standard to a level tha t w il l  
assure adequate help fo r those 
who need it. Th ird , a c ity  ren t- 
control law  tha t w il l  ro ll back sky- 
h igh rents by 50 per cent.

Instead of appealing to readers 
to contribute to the annual fund 
w h ich  helps sustain publication of 
The M ilita n t, we are publishing 
the fo llow ing  le tte r from  R.A.L., a 
Youngstown w orker who contrib ­
uted a hard-earned $3 last week.

“ I  w ant to commend your fine 
paper and its progressive policies 
tow ard the Am erican Negro. I  es­
pecia lly appreciated the Sept. 25 
issue of The M ilita n t  w ith  its 
courageous disclosure of the 
fram e-up of freedom figh te r Rob­
e rt F. W illiam s. I  certa in ly was 
elated to read his le tte r you p r in t­
ed in  w hich he certa in ly  v in d i­
cates him self to me or to any 
other reader unless tha t reader 
was h im self previously prejudiced.

“ I  am enclosing $3 to your fund 
drive. Also, I  agree w ith  your idea

that we need very urgently a th ird  
po litica l party, p a rticu la rly  a pow­
e rfu l labor party  s im ila r to that 
recently form ed in  Canada. O ur 
th ird  party  should be a strong 
revo lu tionary socialist party!

“ The articles you have w ritte n  
in  d iffe ren t issues of The M ilita n t 
about the experiences of the Free­
dom Riders are certa in ly  rem ark­
able disclosures. I  w ish to con­
gratulate you fo r p r in tin g  them. 
You never read such im portan t in ­
form ation in  the capita l newspa­
pers. They never report things 
obectively because they are in ­
struments of capita list propa­
ganda.”

I f  you share R .A .L.’s sentiments, 
send a check or money order today 
to: M ilita n t Fund, 116 University  
Place, New York  3, N.Y.

F u n d  Scoreboard
City Quota Paid Percent

Denver $ 100.00 $ 82.55 83
Boston 600.00 475.00 79
St. Louis 95.00 67.00 70
T w in  Cities 1,300.00 922.00 70
Connecticut 160.00 100.00 63
San Francisco 600.00 357.00 60
D etro it 665.00 390.00 59
Chicago 900.00 4 7 5 .0 0 • 53
Newark 160.00 84.00 53
San Diego 300.00 160.00 53
Philadelphia 320.00 153.00 48
Seattle 530.00 255.00 48
New Y ork 4,700.00 1,690.52 36
Cleveland 530.00 182.00 34
A llen tow n 130.00 41.00 30
Berkeley-Oakland 530.00 147.00 28
Los Angeles 5,300.00 1,338.39 25
Milwaukee 320.00 70.00 22
General 48.50 —

Totals through Oct. 2 $17,240.00 $7,037.96 41

D r. A . E . P e rry

office such a short time, of refus­
ing to act on complaints against 
Monroe racists. Robert F. W illiam s 
sent repeated appeals to Kennedy 
in  connection w ith  attempts on 
his life  made in  fu l l  v iew  o f the 
local police. He also urged federal 
in te rvention  to prevent the ou t­
break of white-suprem acist v io ­
lence w hich f in a lly  came on Aug. 
27. A ll  of W illiam s’ appeals to 
Kennedy were ignored. The mo­
ment, however, the fram ed-up 
kidnap charges against W illiam s 
were made, Kennedy issued a pub­
lic  statement prom ising sw ift ac­
tion.

In  Union County the colored 
comm unity is suspiciously w atch­
ing the handling of a case in  w hich 
fo u r w h ite  men beat and raped 
a Negro g irl. Police reluctance to 
act was in  the usual pattern of 
U nion County law  enforcement 
where Negroes’ rights are in ­
volved. The g ir l ’s persistence, 
however, fin a lly  led to the holding 
of tw o men whom  she identified. 
Police, however, refuse to specify 
the charges w hich w il l  be lodged 
against the attackers. The Negro 
com m unity fears tha t the police 
in tend to drop charges completely 
or to lodge very m inor charges.

... Cuba Grants Asylum to Williams
(Continued from Page 1) 

cused of kidnaping people whose 
lives he had actually saved.

A dd itiona l evidence of police 
com plic ity in  the violence against 
the Freedom Riders whom W il­
liams had inv ited  to Monroe has 
been made public by Conrad 
Lynn, attorney fo r the Committee 
to A id  the Monroe Defendants.

Lynn  has sent a w ritte n  and 
signed confession by one H oward 
Stack to U.S. A tto rney General 
Robert Kennedy and has demand­
ed federal action against the 
Monroe authorities.

T ext of Confession

Stack, a w h ite  prisoner in  the 
Union County ja il, b ru ta lly  beat 
Freedom R ider R ichard G riswold 
who had been placed in  the same 
cell w ith  him . The confession sent 
by Lynn  to A tto rney General K en­
nedy reads as fo llows (m isspell­
ings and punctuation are as in  the 
o r ig in a l) :

“ On or about fou rth  Sunday of 
Aug. 1961. I  was in  union county 
ja il on 5 charges of worthless 
checks and 2 assault charges. The 
Monroe police and security [? ] 
forces of the c ity  of Monroe put 
to me a propsition i f  I  w ould by 
force assault one of the freedom 
riders G risw ould they w ould see 
I  went free of m y charges. This 
beating I  d id in  the bottom cell 
in  the union county ja il. I  went 
free fo r tw o weeks and was picked 
back up and sentenced fo r the 
crimes w hich was supposed to be 
dropped fo r the assault I  did fo r 
them. They turned the ir backs on 
me is w hy I  confess to th is.”

A t the tim e o f the assault, Stack 
boasted to the imprisoned Free­
dom Riders tha t the police had 
agreed beforehand to rew ard h im  
fo r  the beating. He also stated 
tha t he had been promised a kn ife  
fo r the job b u t at the last m inute 
had not been given it.

I t  remains to be seen w hat ac­
tion  A tto rney  General Kennedy 
w il l  now take. Police beating of 
prisoners or com plic ity therein is 
a clear v io la tion  of federal c iv il-  
rights laws. Kennedy, however, 
has a long record, fo r someone in

‘Elated to Read Williams’ Letter’
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Which Scorecard Do You Read?
The K ennedy  a d m in is tra tio n  has the  u n io n  o ff ic ia ld o m  over 

a b a rre l. In  th e  las t e lec tion  the  u n io n  bu reaucra ts  w o rke d  o ve r­
tim e  to  convince th e ir  m em bers th a t a vo te  fo r  the  “ new  f r o n t ie r ”  
was th e  road  to  sa lva tion . In  o ffice , the  a d m in is tra tio n  has con­
te m p tu o u s ly  igno red  its  p re -e le c tio n  prom ises to  la b o r and the 
N egro  people. W h a t are the  u n io n  tops go ing to  do abou t it?  
W ere th e y  to  b last the  a d m in is tra t io n ’s pe rfo rm ance  th is  m ig h t 
p u t a b ig  question  m a rk  ove r th e ir  p o lit ic a l course —  a co w a rd ly  
ta il-e n d in g  course w h ic h  th e y  la c k  the  guts to  abandon. So th e y ’re 
s tuck  w ith  the  a d m in is tra t io n ’s record  and have to  brazen th ings  
o u t b y  t r y in g  to  w h ite w a sh  th a t record.

F o r exam ple, the  Sept. 30 A F L -C IO  News  g reeted the  ad­
jo u rn m e n t o f Congress w ith  a banner head line : “ Congress C halks 
U p  Gains, Eyes 2nd Session B a ttle s .”  The a rt ic le  asserted th a t the  
87th Congress was “ p rodded  b y  Pres. K ennedy  in to  its  m ost p ro ­
d u c tive  session since the  W o rld  W a r I I  era .”

The Sept. 30 issue o f Business W eek  o ffe rs  an opposite and, 
w e th in k , fa r  m ore  accurate  estim ate. Its  head line  said: “ L a b o r’s 
f i r s t - h a l f  score is lo w .”  “ T hough  i t  made some gains,”  the  m aga­
zine said, “ la b o r su ffe red  m a n y  reverses d u r in g  the  f i r s t  ses­
sion . . . A n d  its  prospects fo r  n e x t yea r are n o t ra ted  m uch b e tte r.”

The m agazine p red ic ted  th a t in  th e ir  p u b lic  statem ents u n ion  
o ff ic ia ls  w o u ld  accent th e  pos itive , “ B u t, p r iv a te ly , th e ir  record  
w i l l  show  red  in k .”

T he a r t ic le  c ited  specific  issues on w h ich  la b o r fa ile d  to  w in  
its  ob jec tives  —  am ong th e m  am endm ent o f T a ft -H a r t le y , re o r­
gan iza tion  o f th e  N L R B , fe d e ra l funds  to re tra in  and re loca te  d is ­
p laced w o rke rs , fe d e ra l m in im u m s  on sta te  job less benefits , etc. 
The l is t  was dam aging enough even th o u g h  i t  d id n ’t  in c lude  such 
o v e rr id in g  issues as th e  de lib e ra te  b u r ia l o f c iv i l  r ig h ts  le g is la tion .

Business W eek  w asn ’t  alone in  its  estim ate  o f Congressional 
pe rfo rm ance . A m ericans  fo r  D em ocra tic  A c tio n  —  a rd e n t K e n ­
nedy roo te rs  —  said th e  session w as “ a t best one o f ca llous e x ­
pediency, and a t w o rs t one o f aston ish ing  in d iffe re n c e  to  re a l na ­
tio n a l needs.”

A D A  was q u ic k  to  emphasize th a t its  c r it ic is m  was a im ed a t 
Congress, n o t th e  a d m in is tra tio n . B u t Business W eek  o ffe re d  some 
l ig h t  on th is  question  too. I t  com m ented:

“ T here  is l i t t le  d ispos ition , p a r t ic u la r ly  in  p u b lic , to  b lam e 
Pres. K ennedy  and h is  W h ite  House team . U n io n  o ff ic ia ls  w i l l in g ly  
accept the  fa c t th a t la b o r le g is la tio n  had to  take  a back seat to  
in te rn a tio n a l p rob lem s.”

In  o u r v ie w , th is  a n ti- la b o r  m agazine has, w it t in g ly  or  u n ­
w it t in g ly ,  p u t its  f in g e r  on th e  h e a rt o f the  p rob lem . As lo n g  as 
the  la b o r brass rem a ins  tie d  to  the  D em ocra tic  p a rty  and continues 
to  su ppo rt its  c o ld -w a r fo re ig n  p o lic y , le g is la tio n  la b o r w an ts  w i l l  
con tinue  to  “ ta ke  a back seat.”

A Small Prevue
Those w ho ta ke  se rious ly  th e  propaganda c la im s th a t th e re ’s 

no need to  get so upset abou t th e  prospect o f nuc lea r w a r be­
cause w e ’l l  a ll be safe in  fa l l-o u t  she lters m ig h t consider th is  
Associated Press re p o rt:

“ H A M P T O N  B E A C H , N . H ., Oct. 3 (A P )  —  T w o  m en te s t­
in g  a fa l l - o u t  she lte r n a rro w ly  escaped death today w hen the  
a ir  gave o u t in  the  concrete  s tru c tu re .

“ W ill ia m  K ennedy, a 3 4 -y e a r-o ld  re s ta u ra n t opera tor, and 
h is  fr ie n d , R obe rt M oore, 22, en tered the  above g round  she lte r 
yeste rday  and had p lanned  to  s tay ins ide  fo r  f iv e  days.

“ M r. K ennedy  ca lled  h is  w ife  in  th e ir  ad jacen t home over 
an in te rc o m m u n ic a tin  system  and to ld  he r he was h a v in g  tro u b le  
b re a th in g .

“ M rs. K ennedy rushed to  the  re in fo rce d  steel door. She 
f in a l ly  m anaged to  open the  heavy door, and fe l l  to  the  g round.

The m en w e re  taken  to  a h o sp ita l w here  oxygen was ad­
m in is te re d .”

A n d  i f  the re  had n ’t  been somebody to  open th e  door?

S T A T E M E N T  R E Q U IR E D  B Y  T H E  A C T  
O F  A U G U S T  24, 1912, A S  A M E N D E D  B Y  
T H E  A C T S  O F  M A R C H  3, 1933, J U L Y  2, 
1946 A N D  J U N E  11, 1960 (74 S T A T . 208) 
S H O W IN G  T H E  O W N E R S H IP , M A N ­
A G E M E N T , A N D  C IR C U L A T IO N  O F  
T h e  M i l i t a n t ,  p u b lis h e d  w e e k ly  (e x c e p t 
f o r  a m is s io n  o f  f iv e  s u m m e r  issues) a t  
N e w  Y o rk ,  N . Y . f o r  O c t. 1, 1961.

1. T h e  n a m e s  a n d  add resses o f  th e  p u b ­
lis h e r ,  e d i to r ,  m a n a g in g  e d ito r ,  a n d  b u s i­
ness m a n a g e r  a re : P u b lis h e r ,  T h e  M i l i ­
t a n t  P u b lis h in g  A s s o c ia t io n ,  116 U n iv e r ­
s i t y  P la c e , N e w  Y o r k  3, N .Y . ;  E d ito r ,  
J o s e p h  H a n se n , 116 U n iv e r s i t y  P L , N e w  
Y o rk  3, N .Y . ; M a n a g in g  E d ito r ,  G e o rg e  
L a v a n ,  116 U n iv e r s i t y  P L , N e w  Y o r k  3, 
N .Y . ;  B u s in e s s  M a n a g e r, K a r o ly n  K e r r y ,  
116 U n iv e r s i t y  P L , N e w  Y o r k  3, N .Y .

2. T h e  o w n e r  is :  ( i f  o w n e d  b y  a c o r ­
p o ra t io n ,  i ts  n a m e  a n d  add ress  m u s t  b e  
s ta te d  a n d  a lso  im m e d ia te ly  th e re u n d e r  
th e  n a m e s  a n d  add resses o f  s to c k h o ld e rs  
o w n in g  o r  h o ld in g  1 p e rc e n t  o r  m o re  o f 
to ta l  a m o u n t o f  s to c k . I f  n o t  o w n e d  b y  a 
c o rp o ra t io n ,  th e  n a m e s  a n d  add resse s o f  
th e  in d iv id u a l o w n e rs  m u s t  be  g iv e n . I f  
o w n e d  b y  a p a r tn e rs h ip  o r  o th e r  u n in ­
c o rp o ra te d  f i r m ,  its  n a m e  a n d  add ress , 
as w e l l  as th a t  o f  e a ch  in d iv id u a l m e m ­
b e r , m u s t  be  g iv e n .)  T h e  M i l i t a n t  P u b ­
l is h in g  A s s o c ia t io n , 116 U n iv e r s i t y  P L , 
N e w  Y o r k  3, N . Y . ;  F a r r e l l  D o b b s , 116 
U n iv e r s i t y  P l. ,  N e w  Y o r k  3, N .Y . ;  Jo se p h  
H a n se n , 116 U n iv e r s it y  P L , N e w  Y o rk  
3, N .Y .

3. T h e  k n o w n  b o n d h o ld e rs , m o rtg a g e e s

a n d  o th e r  s e c u r ity  h o ld e rs  o w n in g  o r  
h o ld in g  1 p e rc e n t  o r  m o re  o f  to ta l a m o u n t 
o f  b o n d s , m o rtg a g e s , o r  o th e r  s e c u r it ie s  
a re :  ( I f  th e re  a re  n o n e , so s ta te .)  N o n e .

4. P a ra g ra p h s  2 a n d  3 in c lu d e ,  in  cases 
w h e re  th e  s to c k h o ld e r  o r  s e c u r it y  h o ld e r  
a p p e a rs  u p o n  th e  b o o k s  o f  th e  c o m p a n y  
as t ru s te e  o r  in  a n y  o th e r  f id u c ia r y  r e la ­
t io n ,  th e  n a m e  o f  th e  p e rs o n  o r  c o rp o ra ­
t io n  f o r  w h o m  s u ch  t ru s te e  is  a c t in g ;  
a ls o  th e  s ta te m e n ts  in  th e  t w o  p a ra g ra p h s  
s h o w  th e  a f f ia n t ’s f u l l  k n o w le d g e  a n d  
b e l ie f  as to  th e  c irc u m s ta n c e s  a n d  c o n ­
d i t io n s  u n d e r  w h ic h  s to c k h o ld e rs  a n d  
s e c u r ity  h o ld e rs  w h o  d o  n o t  a p p e a r u p o n  
th e  b o o k s  o f  th e  c o m p a n y  as tru s te e s , 
h o ld  s to c k  a n d  s e c u r it ie s  in  a c a p a c ity  
o th e r  th a n  t h a t  o f  a b o n a  f id e  o w n e r .

5. T h e  a v e ra g e  n u m b e r  o f  cop ies  o f  
e a c h  issue  o f  t h is  p u b lic a t io n  s o ld  o r  d is ­
t r ib u te d ,  t h ro u g h  th e  m a ils  o r  o th e rw is e ,  
to  p a id  s u b s c r ib e rs  d u r in g  th e  12 m o n th s  
p re c e d in g  th e  d a te  s h o w n  a b o ve  w a s : 
(T h is  in fo r m a t io n  is  r e q u ire d  b y  th e  a c t  
o f  J u n e  11, 1960 to  b e  in c lu d e d  in  a l l 
s ta te m e n ts  re g a rd le s s  o f  f re q u e n c y  o f  is ­
sue : 4,776.

(S ig n e d ) K a r o ly n  K e r r y ,  b u s in e ss  m a n ­
a g e r.

S w o rn  to  a n d  s u b s c r ib e d  b e fo re  m e  th is  
28 th  d a y  o f  S e p te m b e r, 1961.

C o n s ta n ce  F . W e issm a n
(S ea l) N o ta r y  P u b lic ,  S ta te  o f  N e w  

Y o rk ,  N o . 31-9598925. Q u a li f ie d  in  N e w  
Y o r k  C o u n ty .  T e rm  e x p ire s  M a rc h  30, 
1962.

B y  G eorge L ava n
The abscess of hate against c iv il-  

rights leader Robert F. W illiam s, 
festering inside Union County and 
N orth  Carolina offic ia ls, burst in  
the summer of 1961 in to  police- 
encouraged rio tin g  against Free­
dom Riders in  Monroe and 
fram ed-up kidnap indictm ents 
against W illiam s and fou r others. 
B u t th is poisonous tum or of racist 
hatred had swelled almost to the 
breaking po in t tw o years p rev i­
ously over the so-called K issing 
Case.

W illiam s ’ role in  calling the 
K issing Case to w orld  attention 
and his dogged fig h t fo r  the v ic ­
tim s’ release made h im  a marked 
man. O ffic ia ls in  Monroe and U n­
ion County were in fu ria ted  by his 
exposure of the ir heartless racism. 
Governor Lu the r Hodeges (now 
Secretary of Commerce), who then 
had hopes of being Kennedy’s 
vice-presidentia l runn ing mate, 
raged at the man whose exposures 
were tarn ishing his reputation 
w ith  Negro and Northern voters.

The K issing Case began Oct. 
28, 1958 when Monroe police
caught tw o Negro boys fo r whom 
they had been searching —  James 
Hanover Thompson, aged nine, 
and David “ Fuzzy”  Simpson, aged 
eight. These children were locked 
in  the county ja i l  fo r almost a 
week, then the ir mothers were 
given a h a lf hour’s notice to get 
down to the courthouse fo r the ir 
sons’ tr ia l.

The mothers sent w ord to Rob­
e rt F. W illiam s, president of the 
Union County chapter of the 
NAACP, to come down to the 
courthouse to help them, bu t he 
arrived a few  minutes after the 
proceedings had begun and was 
not allowed in.

Going on inside was a “ separate 
bu t equal”  tr ia l of the tw o Negro 
boys. Present were no p la in tiffs , 
witnesses against them, or defense 
counsel bu t only the judge, as­
sorted officia ls, the boys and the ir 
mothers. Judge J. Hampton Price 
had the w hite  accusers before h im  
earlie r in  the day and on the basis 
of the ir statements he made the 
accusation and rendered the ve r­
d ic t.

I t  was charged tha t Fuzzy and 
Hanover had been in  a w hite 
neighborhood and climbed in to  a 
cu lvert d itch where three lit t le  
w h ite  g irls  were p laying; that 
Hanover had set a kiss as the 
price of the ir getting out; tha t two 
of the g irls  had le ft w ithou t pay­
ing  the price bu t tha t one had.

This was the story the w hite  
g ir l ’s parents had elicited by ques­
tion ing after the h o rr ified  mother 
realized tha t her ch ild ’s p ra ttling  
had to do w ith  something which 
had happened earlie r and was not 
make-believe. This, of course, was 
the story the judge accepted.

The boy’s side of the story was 
not heard t i l l  over a month la ter 
when Robert F. W illiam s accom­
panied by c iv il-r ig h ts  attorney 
Conrad Lynn and a reporter, suc­
ceeded in  in te rv iew ing  the boys at 
the reform  school in  Hoffm an, 
N.C. A t the “ tr ia l,”  the mothers 
had been unable to speak p riva te ­
ly  to the ir sons and the sons too 
te rrifie d  to u tte r more than mon­
osyllables.

The boys to ld W illiam s that 
passing through the w hite  neigh­
borhood, w hich completely sur­
rounds the ir d istrict, they saw 
some w hite  boys p laying cowboys 
and had jo ined in. Some w hite 
g irls  were watching from  the 
sidelines. When the game was over 
the g irls  were p laying in  the cu l­
ve rt d itch. A long w ith  one or more 
w hite  boys they had jo ined them. 
They claimed tha t a w h ite  boy 
had suggested the kissing game, 
tha t the g irls had agreed and 
tha t the w h ite  boy and Hanover 
had been kissed. Fuzzy had not 
been kissed because he was busy 
k ill in g  daddy-long-legs spiders up 
in  the cu lve rt and had refused to 
participate.

W hichever version is nearer to 
the tru th  w il l  never be known — 
and is irre levant. A l l  tha t is cer­
ta in  is that, vo lu n ta rily  or in vo l­

un ta rily , a seven-year-old w hite  
g ir l had kissed a n ine-year-o ld  
colored boy. T riv ia l?  Not in  U n­
ion County, N.C.

I t  was said in  Monroe tha t upon 
hearing w hat had happened the 
g ir l ’s fa ther had taken his shot­
gun and gone looking fo r  the boys. 
This the couple la te r denied to 
reporters. B u t Negro neighbors 
o f Mrs. Thompson and Mrs. 
Simpson stated tha t w h ite  people, 
at least one of them carry ing a 
gun, had come looking fo r the 
boy’s mothers. The mothers, $15-a 
week domestic workers, did not 
sleep in  the ir homes fo r a week 
but h id  w ith  friends. A t the end 
o f tha t week the mayor of M on­
roe to ld  a reporter fo r a C harlo t­
te newspaper tha t racia l tension 
“ seems cooled o ff now.”  Denying 
stories tha t there had been lynch 
ta lk , he was nonetheless positive 
in  stating tha t the boys should not 
be perm itted w ith in  reach of the 
g ir l ’s parents. Indeed, W illiam s 
and the mothers had been to ld 
tha t the boys were being held in  
the county ja i l  fo r  the ir own pro­
tection, tha t is w hy the “ t r ia l”  had 
taken them unawares and w ithou t 
a lawyer.

Judge Price found the boys 
g u ilty  and committed them to in ­
determ inate terms in  the reform  
school fo r Negro boys at H o ff­
man. He to ld  them tha t i f  they be­
haved themselves there they m ight 
be released before they reached 
21. Unmentioned was the fact that 
negotiations had been underway 
w ith  state o ffic ia ls  since i t  was 
against o rd inary  N orth  Carolina 
practice to pu t ch ildren under 12 
to re fo rm  school.

W illiam s defeated the local press 
blackout on the story through Ted 
Poston, reporter fo r the New Y ork  
Post, who broke the story on the 
basis of several long-distance tele­
phone conversations. W illiam s 
then interested advocates of c iv il 
rights, both in  the South and the 
North, in  the case and w ith  them 
form ed the Committee to Combat 
Racial In justice. This committee 
made all the details of the case 
available to the U.S. and foreign 
press.

I t  retained attorney Conrad 
Lynn fo r the court proceedings to 
free the boys. The national office 
of the NAACP, reversing the 
stand of its  N orth  Carolina state 
chairman, now entered the case 
and by agreement w ith  the CCRI 
took over the legal expenses. (The 
state chairman had at f irs t refused 
to help W illiam s because he con­
sidered h im  too m ilita n t against 
J im  Crow.) The NAACP also un­
dertook to relocate the boys’ fam ­
ilies —  both mothers had been 
fired  from  th e ir jobs and were 
being harassed w ith  eviction no­
tices.

Gov. Hodges, who has fa m ily  as 
w e ll as po litica l connections in

. . .  Colombia
(Continued from  Page 1)

not to nationalize these capita list 
holdings bu t to b ring  them under 
a provision of the Constitution 
barring  strikes in  public services.

A  second strike  in  1960 was par­
tia lly  won, but a rb itra tion  ru lings 
in  favor of the workers were dis­
regarded in  large part by the 
bankers. One of the demands in  
the current strike is tha t these 
ru lings be enforced.

This year the bank workers suc­
ceeded in  fo rg ing a common fron t 
among the ir various unions, in  
draw ing up jo in t nationw ide de­
mands and designating three lead­
ers to present the demands.

These decisions, taken Aug. 21 
at a general assembly in Carta­
gena, were la ter ra tified  by a ll 
the partic ipating bodies.

On Sept. 5, L leras u tilized a 
strike  of the Avianca airplane 
workers to issue a decree banning 
industry-w ide  strikes. The decree 
was clearly aimed at the bank 
workers, fo r i t  w ould force them 
to present th e ir demands fo r set­
tlem ent on a bank-by-bank basis

Union County, backed up his A t­
torney General and the Monroe 
authorities 100% in  the early 
stages of the K issing Case. W il­
liam s thereupon excoriated the 
state adm inistration equally w ith  
U nion County’s officia ldom . The 
state offic ia ls tried  to cover up the 
scandal by  causing a report to be 
issued stating tha t the boys had 
not been sent to re form  school be­
cause of the kissing incident bu t 
because they were incorrig ib le  
juven ile  delinquents w ith  long 
records.

W illiam s and the CCRI blasted 
th is shabby evasion by showing 
tha t the alleged incidents involved 
such matters as stealing a ride  on 
another boy’s bicycle and tak ing  
some ham. Moreover, these a l­
leged examples of the depravity of 
the eight and nine year old ch il­
dren had never been entered on 
juven ile  court records u n til after 
the campaign fo r the boys’ release 
had begun.

I t  was in  th is period tha t W il­
liams began to be known nationa l­
ly  as a Southern Negro leader. He 
made a national speaking tou r on 
the case, appeared at press con­
ferences in  Northern cities and was 
w ritte n  about and quoted in  news­
paper and magazine articles.

H is successful re fu ta tion  of a ll 
the excuses and apologies of the 
g u ilty  o ffic ia ls and his incessant 
agitation fo r the boys’ release bore 
fru it . Letters, telegrams and cables 
of protest poured in  on Union 
County and the Governor’s office 
from  a ll over the U.S. and from  
B rita in , France, Ita ly , Scanda- 
navia, Belgium, China, B razil, 
Canada and Holland.

In  the la tte r country a move­
ment calling itse lf Operation 
Snowball sprang up around the 
case and gathered the petitions of 
tens of thousands of Dutch school­
children, unionists and others to 
present to the U.S. Embassy. 
Washington transm itted th is pres­
sure to Raleigh, the state capital.

In  the U.S. petitions and resolu­
tions from  union locals, mass 
meetings, church groups and other 
organizations deluged the Gover­
nor’s office.

On Feb. 13 Hodges and Union 
County surrendered, though they 
never forgave W illiam s fo r the ir 
hum ilia tion . The boys were re ­
leased on the pretext that the ir 
home environm ent w ould now be 
suitable since the NAACP had re­
located the fam ilies in  Charlotte.

Union County’s colored com­
m un ity  rejoiced at th is tr ium ph  
over Jim  Crow injustice. C iv il-  
rights fighters throughout the 
country, who had come to know 
o f W illia m ’s successful fights — 
firs t against the K u  K lu x  K lan, 
and now against the state’s racist 
o fficia ls, began to ponder his 
methods.

(Second of a series)

Bank Strike
and through local leaders — w ith  
strike  action barred.

The most m ilita n t bank workers 
fe lt tha t they had no recourse but 
to figh t. On Sept. 21 they began 
the p icketing that led to the sub­
sequent government repression.

Among the demands, the most 
im portant involves wages. The 
strikers seek a nationw ide m in ­
im um  of 350 pesos ($40) a month; 
an e ight-hour day and payment 
fo r overtim e w ork ; an increase of 
85 centavos an hour (10 cents) 
plus a 10 per cent boost over cur­
rent wages to catch up w ith  liv in g  
costs; and a s lid ing scale of wages 
as a guarantee against fu rth e r 
hikes in  liv in g  costs.

W ithout substantial aid from  
other sectors of the labor move­
ment, the bank workers appear to 
face defeat. B u t w hatever the out­
come of the current struggle, they 
have certa in ly  demonstrated that 
the “ A lliance fo r Progress”  has 
one meaning fo r ru lin g  circles in  
L a tin  Am erica and a quite d iffe r­
ent meaning fo r the w ork ing  peo­
ple.

The Monroe Story

World Protest Freed 2  Boys
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poor bargaining results on the un­
ion ’s in ternationa l level.

“ In  despair, the local’s offic ia ls 
rescheduled the vote and its was 
f in a lly  conducted between 6 p.m. 
and m idn igh t Monday.”

One local union leader to ld  this 
correspondent, “ W hat we have 
learned from  th is s trike  is that 
the fig h t must be carried on 
against the top level of the union 
leadership. The fig h t erupted at 
the local level, bu t none of these 
te rrib le  conditions could be taken 
care of loca lly.”

The feeling in Local 216 is 
against the national contract be­
tween the U AW  and GM, this 
same spokesman said. “ We’re in  
fo r  a long hard fig h t,”  he com­
mented, “ the ranks are rebelling 
against the bureaucrats.”

Another prom inent U AW  mem­
ber commented, “ The feeling now 
is fo r w ildca t strikes, b u t th is is 
a passing feeling. Local 216 w o rk ­
ers w il l  realize they m ust fig h t 
through, or over, the Reuther 
leadership. The classic lesson 
learned here is that we are not 
only figh ting  GM  but the Reuther 
lieutenants of GM .”

Local grievances, pa rticu la rly  
against the p lant speed-ups, was 
the big issue in  th is strike, ra ther 
than pay increases. One unionist 
remarked b itte r ly , “ Kennedy asked 
fo r  no ‘in fla tio na ry ’ agreements. 
This contract could never be called 
‘in fla tio na ry ’ because we’re ac­
tu a lly  taking pay cuts in  it . ”  (Two 
cents is being w ithhe ld  from  the 
six cents annual im provem ent fac­
to r fo r health insurance, a con­
tr ib u tio n  w hich the company paid 
before, and one cent is being de­
ducted from  the cos t-o f-liv ing  a l­
lowance now due.)

A  guarantee of 24 minutes re ­
lie f tim e during an eight hour 
sh ift, one of the key issues in  the 
South Gate strike  action, and part 
of the fig h t against the speed­
up, was made “ an iron-clad 
r ig h t”  in the new agreement. For 
the f irs t tim e th is concession was 
pu t in to  w riting .

The South Gate Press pu t i t  ac­
curately as fo llows: “ The swing 
sh ift w ent to w o rk  Tuesday a fte r­
noon at 4 p.m., and the regular 
s h ift w ent back in to  the p lan t at 
7 a.m. Wed., having noth ing set­
tled  to speak of except the r ig h t 
to go to the bathroom tw ice a 
day.”

Dissatisfaction w ith  the agree­
m ent and w ith  the Reuther tactics 
in  the strike was expressed this 
w ay by Clements at the Local 216 
meeting:

“ I  th in k  i t ’s w rong and an ti­
union fo r a national s trike  to be 
called and then order the men 
back to w o rk  here ju s t because

C iv il Liberties V ic to ry  — The 
N ew ark Board of Education voted 
5-to -4  Sept. 27 to reinstate Dr. 
Robert Lowenstein as chairman of 
the Barringer H igh School lan­
guage department and to give h im  
$51,000 in  back pay. Dr. Low en­
stein was fired  in  1955 fo r  defying 
the House U n-Am erican A ctiv ities  
Committee. The State Supreme 
C ourt ordered h im  reinstated 
earlie r th is year a fte r a long legal 
battle.

Safe T rip  —  S ix Electra a irc ra ft 
have been involved in  fa ta l crashes 
w ith in  39 months. The Sept. 18 
New Y ork  Times reported: “ Com­
panies tha t purchased the $2,500,- 
000 c ra ft [E lectra ] have com­
plained about such things as an 
industria l vacuum cleaner in  a 
fu e l tank and missing bolts.”

D eep-Fry Shelters —  “ The 100- 
megaton bomb tha t Prem ier 
Khrushchev said is being b u ilt  by 
the Soviet Union . . . could start 
fires  over an area larger than the 
state of Vermont . . . The w ide­
spread incendiary effects of the

some of the bigger locals across 
the country have been able to 
resolve the ir local differences.”  

M orale was high on the picket 
line during Local 216’s two week’s 
strike. The temper of the rank 
and file  was also shown to man­
agement when 120 pickets saw 
the ir bargaining representatives 
o ff at the a irpo rt during  the 
strike. Management representa­
tives, leaving fo r the D e tro it meet­
ing on the same plane were con­
fronted by a irpo rt demonstrators 
w ith  picket signs saying “ Against 
Speed-Up”  and “ We W ant R elie f”  
—  and the burst of the s tirr in g  
union song, “ S o lidarity  Forever.”  

Reuther’s statement, “ We don't 
w ant to fig h t anybody, especially 
General Motors,”  has become no­
torious in  Local 216. A  leafle t ap­
peared at the GM  p lan t yester­
day urg ing a “ no”  vote on the 
new contract and a stand against 
“ W alter ‘I-D o n ’t-W an t-T o -F igh t- 
G M ’ Reuther.”

A t the Local 216 meeting which 
agreed to go back to w ork, one 
union member said: “ When a pro­
fessional figh te r refuses to fight, 
his fig h t license is revoked. I  say 
tha t Reuther’s ‘fig h t license’ 
should be revoked at the next con-

(Continued from  Page 1)
Fields’ appeal of the magistrate’s 
conviction.

In  an unprecedented action, fou r 
c ircu it court judges presided in ­
stead of the customary one. The 
Nelsons and Rose Robinson were 
dragged in to  court. When the 
judges entered they refused to 
stand.

Asked i f  they pleaded g u ilty  or 
not gu ilty , they refused to plead. 
Asked i f  they elected to be tried  
by a ju ry  or by the judges, Juanita 
Nelson replied: “ I  do not elect 
to be tried .”  The judges elected 
fo r them to be tr ied  by ju ry  and 
be tr ied  separately. They refused 
a court o ffe r of counsel.

Three v ir tu a lly  identical tr ia ls  
then proceeded. P artic ipation of 
the defendants was lim ited  to b rie f 
statements. Wallace Nelson said: 
“ I  expla in m y actions on the 
basis tha t everyth ing tha t has 
happened is m ora lly  so w rong that 
I  w il l  not a llow  m yself to pa rtic ­
ipate in  w hat is going on here. I t  
seems I  made a m istake in  choos­
ing m y parents. The only crime I 
committed was in  try in g  to get 
something to eat. I  am here only 
because I  am a Negro. W hatever 
is said here is not related to the 
real issue. Y our rules are based 
on an im m ora l situation. Your 
whole procedure makes a farce 
of m oral concepts.”

bomb also have d irect bearing on 
civil-defense planning. As some 
government experts on weapons 
effects have pointed out, the ques­
tion  arises as to the w isdom of  
the present policy of encouraging 
construction o f fa ll-o u t shelters in  
the basements of homes. The net 
result, they cautioned, m ight be 
to trap fam ilies fa r  removed from  
the target area in  the flam ing 
wreckage of the ir homes.”  —  The 
Oct. 2 New Y ork Times.

“Free-W orld” Fugitives —  The
most pressing problem curren tly  
facing in ternationa l re lie f organ­
izations is the 130,000 Angolans 
who have fled  to the Congo 
since last March in  the wake 
of bloody Portuguese efforts 
to crush the independence move­
ment in  Angola, according to Rev. 
E lfan Rees, advisor on refugee 
problems to the W orld  Council of 
Churches. He also noted tha t w hile  
there is a 17 percent surplus of 
food in  N orth  America, there is a 
34 per cent de fic it in  the rest of 
the w orld . “ T w o-th irds of the 
w orld  goes hungry to bed every 
n igh t,”  he said.

vention —  he should be taken out 
o f the top leadership of the UAW ! 
The only way we can take care 
of w ork ing  conditions is by ta k ­
ing on the top leadership.”

There was strong resentment 
here against Reuther because a 
“ p re lim ina ry  contract”  w a s  
already in  p r in t and had been dis­
tribu ted  nationally, even before 
local ratifications.

The feeling in  Local 216 against 
Reuther and the In te rnationa l of­
fic ia ls  d id not extend to th e ir local 
leaders. Instead, the local offic ia ls 
were seen as “ v ictim s of c ircum ­
stance.”  As one auto w orker put 
it, “ Clements showed tremendous 
courage in this figh t. He fought 
management, and he fought Reu­
ther, too.”

A  spokesman who has worked 
at the GM p lant fo r 25 years 
summed up the lessons of the 
strike th is way:

“ This beef has been grow ing 
fo r years. Management now is as 
callous to membership as in  the 
30’s. Everyone in  the shop is now 
hurting . Even the inspector's job 
is no longer a favored job. There 
is a lo t of opposition to Reuther, 
bu t now we must organize tha t 
opposition.”

When a judge asked Juanita 
Nelson i f  she fe lt there was any­
th ing  u n fa ir about the tr ia l, she 
answered: “ M y freedom has been 
grossly violated. In  effect, I  have 
been kidnaped during  the past 15 
days. No tr ia l can be fa ir  under 
these circumstances. I  w ish to go 
free from  th is place.”

Rose Robinson voiced s im ila r 
statements.

State A tto rney Roney spelled 
out to the juries the issue involved 
insofar as the State of M aryland 
is concerned — the property rig h t 
of private  owners of public estab­
lishments to bar “ colored”  from  
the ir premises.

A l l  three were found gu ilty . 
They were fined $50 each, w ith  
sentences suspended on the basis 
o f tim e spent in  ja il. Argum ent 
was heard on the appeal of Mrs. 
Fields who was represented by 
Paul J. C ockrell of the M aryland 
NAACP. The appeal was denied 
and plans are under way to carry 
the fig h t in to the higher courts, to 
the Supreme Court i f  necessary.

The impact of the whole episode 
was expressed by a young Negro 
professional who attended the 
tr ia l. He said la ter: “ W hat I  saw 
here was good fo r me. I t  woke 
me up again and made me realize 
th is fig h t is fa r from  over. A l l  I  
have to do is look in a m irro r 
and I  know I ’m  in it  too.”

Student Action — Tw en ty-five  
students at Ithaca U n ivers ity  
staged a 30-hour s it-dow n at a 
public square on the campus Sept. 
27-28 in  protest against nuclear 
tests. They refrained from  smok­
ing, eating, d rink ing  or studying. 
School authorities d idn ’t in terfere 
except to warn women students 
tha t they were supposed to be in 
th e ir dorms by m idnight.

Odds on Tomorrow? —  A  W is­
consin atomic shelter bu ilde r o f­
fers five  years to pay.

A  Real Long Shot — R ight after 
we typed the item  above th is one, 
our attention was called to a clas­
sified ad in  a Dallas, Texas, paper. 
There a bomb shelter bu ilde r is 
o ffe ring  no down payment and 
20 years to pay.

Then W hy So Expensive? —
“ The main B ib lica l evidence, and 
pa rticu la rly  the example o f the 
teaching of our Lord, requires the 
positive v iew  tha t alcoholic bev­
erages are a g ift from  God.”  —  Rt. 
Rev. A lbe rt E. M orris, Archbishop

of Wales.

Renew the Union Crusade
St. C la ir Shores, M ich.

I  have noticed your frequent 
hope tha t labor unions w il l  take 
an active part in  organizing the 
unemployed. “ ’Tis a consumation 
devoutly to be wished”  —  but in  
more than 60 years in  organized 
labor, I  have never seen it. The 
reverse I  d id see —  tha t those 
who had th e ir f irs t organizational 
experience in  Unemployed Coun­
cils organized the production 
w orkers in  the early 30’s.

B u t I  never saw a union o ffic ia l 
helping to organize the unem­
ployed councils —  no church or 
fra te rn ity  ever offered a ha ll fo r 
such a c tiv ity  — no priest, preach­
er, rabbi, or professional po litic ian  
w ould be seen doing anyth ing of 
the kind.

The leadership of the unem­
ployed in  the depths of the de­
pression were Socialists, Commu­
nists, IW W  and other le ft-w ingers.

In  the 30’s we wrote contracts 
tha t no overtim e could be worked 
w h ile  there were unemployed 
workers not yet called back. We 
had contracts that requ ired cutting 
the week before any workers 
could be la id  off. Those contract 
provisions have vanished from  
present contracts and, now, men 
w ith  20 years seniority w a lk  the 
streets w h ile  the p lant works over­
tim e and Saturdays and Sundays.

In  a ll our h istory, when labor 
accepts the leadership of profes­
sional people, labor gets led up a 
b lind  alley. P ractica lly  as bad is 
when leadership becomes a pro­
fession in  unions. The only hope 
fo r union labor today is fo r the 
ra nk-and -file  workers to recap­
ture  leadership from  the profes­
sionals. This can be done on ly by 
organizing centers o f le ft-w in g  
rank-and-file rs  at the local union 
level. P ractica lly  a ll progressive 
groups have been elim inated from  
local unions under the pre text of 
rem oving “ subversive elements.”  
Far better “ subversives”  than sub­
missives.

Human fra ilty  is such tha t a ll 
movements tend to start as c ru ­
sades and w ind  up as rackets. 
Periodically, i t  is necessary to re ­
organize the crusade and clear out 
the racketeers.

There is a lo t o f evidence tha t 
the unions are tired  of the k ind  
of leadership they have had fo r 
20 years and are ready to start 
crusading again.

This crusade w i l l  s tart -— i f  i t  
starts at a ll in  l it t le  local p lan t 
groups —  not in  national conven­
tions. F rank B. T uttle

Higher Education
Los Angeles, C a lif

Determ ined to get an education 
on a higher level after 20 years 
have lapsed since m y high school 
days, i t  was w ith  enthusiasm and 
excitement that I  enrolled at Los 
Angeles C ity  College.

H aving selected a w ell-rounded 
program w hich included math, 
psychology, speech and English, I 
set out fo r m y firs t days of col­
lege. The indoctrina tion  began five  
minutes a fte r being seated in my 
math class.

You m ight ask: “ How in  the 
w orld  can one be indoctrinated 
in  the course of studying math?”  
W ell, I ’l l  te ll you. A  problem is 
given: “ Last year 18 m illio n  peo­
ple were employed, tw o m illio n  
were unemployed. W hat per cent 
were unemployed?”  The answer, 
o f course, being simple. However, 
the instructor injects a comment. 
“ I t  looks like  we had a lo t of lazy 
people last year.”

Problem I I  is given. A  factory 
employs 200 workers at $5 an 
hour, 100 at $3 an hour, etc. What 
is the average salary fo r an eight 
hour day? Again, the answer be­
ing simple. However, comments

the instructor, “ I t  looks like  the 
workers w il l  soon be m aking more 
than the bosses.”  So goes the 
math class.

The next subject being psy­
chology, I  thought perhaps the 
in form ation and comments would 
be more objective. B ut I  was 
wrong. A  f i lm  was shown —  Sci­
en tific  Th inking. A  scene is shown 
of a small, d ilapidated apartment 
where several children and the ir 
mother and fa ther are scurrying 
around getting in  each other’s 
way. A  child comes runn ing  in to  
the room shouting tha t a big hunk 
of plaster jus t fe ll down from  the 
bathroom w all. The m other gets 
upset and yells at the fa ther to 
try  to get a raise so they can 
move to a better apartment. The 
fa ther is ye lling  at the mother 
tha t she should complain to the 
landlord.

The fa ir-h a ire d  son te lls them 
to stop squabbling. He’l l  approach 
the problem scientifica lly. A nd so 
he spends three weeks sampling 
d iffe ren t patches on the hole in 
the w a ll u n til he finds one that 
is suitable. The narra tor p roudly 
in form s us tha t the young scien­
t if ic  th inke r has saved the day. 
This of course has shifted us away 
from  the real core of the problem 
—  poor housing conditions and 
low  income.

A nd so the days go by here at 
LACC. The students get the ir da ily  
dose of indoctrination and those 
tha t prove w o rthy  get th e ir degree 
w hich establishes they are now 
fu ll-fledged  free thinkers. A fte r 
a ll they d id get the ir education in 
our democratic educational sys­
tem . H .K .

Neiman-Marcus Salutes
Dallas, Texas

The Neiman-Marcus department 
store is having a b ig celebration 
to salute the products w hich the 
Tim es-Herald  says “ symbolize this 
country ’s high liv in g  standard.”  
They should have added, “ fo r 
some.”  There’s s till no slum clear­
ance in  West Dallas bu t they are 
bu ild ing  an $18-m illion courthouse 
and they have a b ig bu ild ing  pro­
gram fo r the state prison system.

T .L .

Solidarity Pays
Philadelphia, Pa.

This is the story of a w a lkout 
at the Cuneo Eastern Press of 
Philadelphia.

On Friday, Sept. 22, a union 
committeeman w ork ing  in  the 
paper stock department was fired  
by the head of the department.

The cause of the dispute was a 
conflic t over job  classification. 
The boss wanted a trucke r to 
check and truck. Checking is 
usually done by any person so 
designated fo r that day.

The committeeman told the 
trucker not to check. The boss 
fired  h im  fo r insubordination. 
This was at 1:30 p.m.

One ha lf hour la te r a ll the paper 
stockmen except tw o were fired  
when they stopped w ork. This 
was 15 or or 16 men. The men 
w ent through the p lant and to ld  
everybody they were fired .

The second-shift paper stock­
men were spoken to. The boss 
asked them to go to w ork. They 
refused. He fired  them.

A t 5:30 p.m. the whole p lant 
stopped w orking. The president of 
Local 520, P rin tin g  & Paper 
W orkers spoke w ith  the company. 
The company wanted to negotiate 
w ithou t the fired  committeeman 
bu t the union refused and the 
company gave in.

They agreed to take back a ll 
the fired  men and arb itra te  the 
disputed issue.

A t about 7 p.m. the p lant was 
back in  operation.

Paper W orker

Thought for the Week
“ There w il l  be no m ateria l on any of our programs w hich could in  

any way fu rth e r the concept of business as cold, ruthless and lacking 
in  a ll sentiment or sp iritua l m otiva tion .” — From a statement o f pro­
gram ming po licy by Proctor & Gamble on its $100,000,000-a-year TV  
advertising budget.

... My Freedom Has Been Violated'

I t  W as Reported in the  Press

. . .  Auto Workers Fight Speed-Up I Letters from Our Readers


