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General Strike Victorious in Ecuador
B y Joseph Hansen

Q U ITO , Oct. 5 —  In  yeste rday’s 
n a tion w id e  24 -hour general s trike  
the  la b o r m ovem ent o f Ecuador 
scored an ou ts tand ing  v ic to ry .

The governm ent o f D r. José 
M a ria  Velasco Ib a rra  d id  its  best 
to  in tim id a te  the  s trike rs , l im it  
and defeat the  stoppage, b u t the 
m a instream  o f the  w o rk in g  class, 
supported by  w id e  sections o f the 
m id d le  class, ca rried  the  action  
th ro u g h  on schedule w ith  a m ost 
im press ive  dem onstra tion  o f d is ­
c ip lin e  and o rder in  the  face o f 
dangerous provocations.

Q uito , the  c o u n try ’s cap ita l, yes­
te rd a y  resem bled a c ity  under 
siege. Business was a t a v ir tu a l 
s ta n d s till, p lan ts  closed, some o f

the m a in  streets v ir tu a lly  deserted, 
on ly  a fe w  buses run n ing , each 
guarded by  an arm ed soldier.

A t  a l l stra teg ic  po in ts  soldiers 
stood on guard, r if le s  and fix e d  
bayonets ready, tea r gas bombs 
a t th e ir  be lts. Some squads w ore  
b a ttle  cam ouflage. Police jeeps 
and a rm y  tru cks  ra n  p a tro l. In  
some areas soldiers, d iv id e d  in to  
groups o f three, m arched th rou gh  
the  streets, bayonets g lin t in g  in  
the  eq ua to ria l sun.

The cava lry , a rm ed w ith  sabers, 
was ou t in  force, c la tte rin g  n o is ily  
on the  asphalt, and th ree  tanks 
rum b led  fro m  one area to  another.

A t  the  P laza del Teatro , w o rk ­
ers and students a ttem pted to  ho ld  
a s treet m eeting. S old iers in  gas

masks w ere  ordered to  m ove on 
the crow d  w ith  th e ir  bayonets. 
This, p lus the lib e ra l use o f tea r 
gas, dispersed the  ga thering . The 
th ree  tanks  roa red  in to  the square 
and w heeled in to  fo rm a tio n , guns 
tra in ed  on the  crow d  w h ich  was 
a lready  run n ing . The tea r gas, I  
m ig h t add, sm elled exa c tly  lik e  
th a t som etim es used in  the  U n ited  
States in  la b o r con flic ts  and was 
ju s t as b lin d in g .

T h roughou t the  day a t the  p r in ­
c ip a l square, the  P laza de la  In ­
dependencia, the  ca va lry  w ith  
sabers and tea r gas b roke  up 
lig h tn in g  m eetings organized by 
sm a ll groups o f w o rke rs  and s tu ­
dents w ho shouted, “ V iv a  e l pa ro !”  
( “ F o r the s tr ik e !” )

The governm ent characterized 
th is  c ry  as “ subvers ive”  and a 
num be r o f arrests w ere  made. The 
en tire  area reeked w ith  tea r gas.

S im ila r  scenes occurred in  a l l 
the  m a jo r c itie s  o f Ecuador. Sever­
est v io lence occu rred  a t the  bo rde r 
to w n  o f Ib a rra . A  crow d  su rro un d ­
ed po lice  headquarters, h u rle d  
rocks a t the  w indow s, and shouted, 
“ V iv a  e l pa ro !”

The  Ib a rra  po lice  responded by  
f ir in g  th e ir  r if le s  in  the  a ir. One 
o f the  shots penetra ted the  sec­
ond f lo o r  o f a b u ild in g  some 200 
yards d is ta n t and caught a p ro ­
fessor in  the  forehead, k i l l in g  h im  
in s ta n tly .

The po lice te lephoned Q u ito  fo r  
help. The f ir s t  p lane sent there

was unab le to  la nd  w hen a c row d  
o f 500 occupied the  a ir  f ie ld  and 
drove ca ttle  onto the  la n d in g  
s tr ip . A  je t  was sent fro m  Q uito . 
I t  sprayed the  f ie ld  w ith  bu lle ts . 
The c row d  re trea ted and enough 
sold iers w ere  landed to  rega in  
con tro l. T he  P resident h im s e lf 
then  f le w  in  to  observe the  s itua ­
tion .

In  Q uito , the  headquarters o f 
the  C e n tra l de T raba jadores de 
Ecuador (C T E ), w h ic h  ca lled  the  
s trike , was ra ided  b y  a m ixe d  
gang o f po lice  and “ Velasquistas”  
( fo llo w e rs  o f Velasco). T hey  
smashed in  the  door b u t fo u n d  
o n ly  a fe w  persons, one o f w hom  
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W illiam s Tells W hy  
He Escaped to Cuba

“ I  w ish  f ir s t  to  say grac ias 
to  the  Cuban people and R e vo lu ­
t io n a ry  G overnm en t fo r  hav ing  
g iven  me asy lum  and fo r  hav ing  
o ffe re d  i t  to  someone w ho comes 
fro m  a c o u n try  w h ic h  is n o t ye t 
c iv ilize d , to  someone w ho  has had 
to  f lee  fro m  the ba rba rians  w ho 
c la im  to  teach the w o r ld  about 
dem ocracy. I  am  g ra te fu l to Cuba, 
the  fre e  te r r ito ry  o f A m erica , fo r  
o ffe r in g  a id  to one w ho  is an ex ile  
fro m  h is  na tive  land  w h ic h  never 
was hom e.”

These w ere  the opening words 
o f R obert F. W illia m s , c iv i l r ig h ts  
leader o f M onroe, N o rth  C aro lina , 
to  a press conference in  H avana, 
w here  he had f in a l ly  found  safe ty 
a fte r  e lud ing  a m o n th -lo n g  m an­
h u n t b y  the  F B I, Canadian 
“ M ounties ,”  and M ex ican  police.

T o  dozens o f row s o f cor­
respondents fro m  L a tin , Asian, 
A fr ic a n  and European newspapers, 
W illia m s  proceded to  u n fo ld  the 
s to ry  o f w h a t had happened in  
M onroe and how  the  fram ed -up  
k id n a p  charges against h im  and 
fo u r  others orig ina ted . He e x ­
cluded, how ever, correspondents 
fro m  Associated Press and U n ited  
Press In te rn a tio n a l, the tw o  m ain 
U.S. w ire  agencies, fro m  the con­
ference.

“ F o r tw o  m onths in  M onroe we 
A fro -A m e ric a n s  w ere subjected to 
a re ign  o f te r ro r  —  beatings, gun­
f ire , rape, fo u r  a ttem pts on m y 
l i fe  in  the  presence o f po lice  and 
newsm en. I  constan tly  appealed to 
A P  and U P I to  c a rry  these stories, 
and p ic tu res  th a t I  o ffe red  them , 
so th a t decent people w o u ld  kn o w  
and speak out. T he  o n ly  in fo rm a ­
t io n  ca rried  was such as cou ld  be 
used against us.”

G iv in g  the background o f events 
in  the  S outhern c ity , W illia m s  
described the  1958 K iss ing  Case, 
in  w h ic h  tw o  Negro boys, e igh t 
and n ine, w ere  sent to re fo rm  
school because one had been kissed 
b y  a seven-year-o ld  w h ite  g ir l. 
“ W e exposed i t  to the w o r ld  
against the w i l l  o f A P , U P I and 
the  U.S. governm ent, and w o r ld  
pressure freed them . T h is  is the 
to w n  fro m  whose ju s tice  I  am 
supposed to  be a fu g it iv e .”

“ Three m onths ago we asked 
perm ission to  use the  M onroe 
sw im m ing  pool, b u ilt  w ith  federa l 
ta x  m oney. O u r k id s  have to  go 
25 m iles  to sw im . The pool was

closed as a re s u lt o f o u r students’ 
p icke t line . Then g reat num bers o f 
K u  K lu x  K lansm en sta rted  su r­
rou nd ing  the  pool. O n June  28, 
w ith  3,000 racists ga thered near 
the  pool, an o ld  car was crashed 
in to  m ine. I t  fa ile d  to  o v e rtu rn  
m e and the  m ob screamed: ‘K i l l  
the  niggers, po u r gas on the n ig ­
gers.’

“ P o lice  w h o  w ere  50 fee t aw ay 
refused to  come to  m y  aid. Some 
o f the  m ob had guns and the 
leader approached m y  car w ith  a 
baseball bat. T hey  d id n ’t  kn o w  we 
w ere  arm ed too. The po lice  o r­
dered us to  su rrender o u r arm s 
and w e refused. A  councilm an, 
fe a rin g  th a t w h ites  m ig h t get 
h u r t,  to ld  the  po lice  ch ie f to  open 
the  h igh w ay . . . .

“ A  w eek la te r  some K K K s  —• 
one a n a tio n a l guard  o ffic e r —  
passed m y  home, f i r in g  guns at 
it ,  and the  vo lun teers  we had 
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B y A lex  H arte

OCT. 10 —- “ Its  rough  on any­
body w ho is w o rk in g  to s tr ike , b u t 
I ’d  ra th e r be in  a soup lin e  tha n  
le t the  com pany w a lk  over me,”  
com m ented one w o rk e r  as he 
w a lked  ou t o f the  F o rd  M o to r 
C om pany’s R iv e r Rouge p la n t 
Oct. 3 in  response to  the  s tr ike  
c a ll o f the U n ite d  A u to  W orkers  
U n ion . The s tr ik e  —  the f i r s t  to 
h it  the en tire  com pany since the 
U A W  organized F o rd  in  1941 —  
is dom inated b y  the  question o f 
w o rk in g  cond itions ins ide the 
p lants. I t  is  essentia lly  a f ig h t  
against F o rd ’s g ru e lin g  speed-up 
system.

T h is  is the  same issue w h ic h  —

in  the  fo rm  o f “ lo ca l issues”  —  la y  
beh ind the  tw o  w eek s tr ik e  w h ich  
unexpected ly  occurred against 
G enera l M o to rs  la s t m on th  a fte r 
agreem ent on a wage and fr in g e  
b e n e fit package had been agreed 
to  in  n a tio n a l negotiations.

In  the  F o rd  s itu a tio n  also, the 
“ econom ic”  package was settled 
be fore the  s tr ik e  was called. I t  
fo llo w s  the  G M  p a tte rn  w ith  
som ewhat b e tte r p rov is ions on 
supp lem enta l unem p loym ent bene­
f its  and pensions. B u t as the  s tr ik e  
dead line  approached, the  F o rd  
w o rke rs  showed themselves no less 
in te n t on f ig h t in g  the  speed-up 
tha n  the G M  w o rke rs  were. Con­
sequently  the  in te rn a tio n a l un ion  
took the  leadersh ip  o f the  f ig h t  by

Cuba Charges Washington 
Is Planning a New Assault

N EW  Y O R K , Oct. 14 —  Cuban 
F o re ign  M in is te r  R a u l Roa charged 
in  the  U N  yeste rday th a t the 
U n ite d  States governm ent is con­
t in u in g  to  t ra in  m ercenaries fo r  a 
new  a ttack  on his c o u n try  and 
th a t U.S. agents are sm uggling  
arm s and explosives in to  Cuba fo r  
use b y  c o u n te r-re v o lu tio n a ry  te r ­
ro ris ts .

T he day previous, Cuba’s depu ty

Garza Scores College Ban 
On Speech by Communist

N EW  Y O R K  —  R icha rd  Garza, 
Socia lis t W orkers  candidate fo r  
m ayor, urged a ll those concerned 
w ith  academic freedom  to pro test 
to M ayo r W agner the  cance lla tion  
b y  the p res iden t o f Queens C o l­
lege o f a s tudent in v ita t io n  to 
B e n ja m in  J. Davis, C om m unist 
p a r ty  n a tio n a l secretary, to  speak 
a t a campus m eeting.

“ T h is  a n ti-de m ocra tic  action is 
the  f ir s t  f r u i t  o f the Suprem e 
C o u rt’s re a ff irm a tio n  o f its  reac­
t io n a ry  decision w h ic h  in  e ffect 
ou tlaw s the  C om m unist p a rty ,”  
G arza said. “ I t  makes clear th a t 
the  m em bers and supporters o f the 
C om m unist p a r ty  are no t the  on ly  
ones to lose th e ir  r ig h ts  as a re ­
s u lt o f the  ru lin g . A  b lo w  has 
now  been s tru ck  a t the  r ig h t  o f 
free  in q u iry  fo r  students at Queens 
College.”

In  n u ll i fy in g  the in v ita tio n , 
w h ic h  had been extended b y  the 
M a rx is t D iscussion C lub, Queens 
College P resident H a ro ld  Stoke 
had c ited  as h is reasons, “ develop­
m ents w h ic h  have taken place”  
in  w o r ld  a ffa irs  and “ recent deci­
sions o f the  Suprem e C ourt w h ich  
are p e rtin e n t to  the  s tand ing o f

the C om m unist p a rty  in  the U n it ­
ed States.”

Garza charged th a t W agner had 
a d ire c t re sp o n s ib ility  fo r  the  
free-speech gag. In  announcing the 
ban, the  college p res ident had con­
ceded th a t protests b y  the  A m e r i­
can Leg ion  and o ther reac tiona ry  
groups had been “ a fa c to r”  in  th is  
decision. M an y  o f these protests 
had been lodged d ire c tly  w ith  C ity  
H a ll and, accord ing to  undenied 
reports, M ayo r W agner had d i­
rected th a t these protests be ca lled 
to the  a tte n tio n  o f the  p rope r 
a u tho ritie s  a t Queens College.

“ I f  the  m ayo r had even a m in ­
im u m  degree o f respect fo r  c iv i l 
lib e rtie s  and academ ic freedom ,”  
Garza said, “ he w o u ld  have to ld  
these re d -b a itin g  heresy hunters  
th a t students at N ew  Y o rk  C ity  
colleges have the r ig h t  to  hear 
and consider a l l  v ie w po in ts  and 
th a t he w o u ld  no t be a p a r ty  to 
suppressing any v ie w p o in t.

“ Instead he chose to p e rm it 
these w o u ld -b e  M cC arthys to de­
te rm in e  w h a t the  students m ay o r 
m ay no t hear. Can the people o f 
th is  c ity  re ly  on such a m ayo r to  
safeguard th e ir  r ig h ts? ”

fo re ign  m in is te r Carlos O liva res 
presented de ta iled  charges o f such 
plans to  fo re ig n  d ip lom ats  in  
Havana.

O liva res said th a t invas ion  
forces w ere  be ing tra in e d  a t F o r t 
W orth , Texas, F o r t B ragg, N.C., 
N o rfo lk , Va., and in  va rious parts  
o f F lo rida .

In  add ition , D r. Roa declared at 
the U N  “ the  is land  o f V ieques o ff  
P ue rto  Rico, the  p lan ta tions  o f 
G uatem ala, the fa rm s o f N ica ra ­
gua, the  haciendas o f the  D o m i­
n ican R epub lic  and the Canal 
Zone o f Panam a w ere before, and 
are now, tra in in g  camps and dens 
f or  the m ercenaries.”

G uantanam o

The fo re ign  m in is te r re a ffirm e d  
C uba’s stand th a t the U.S. m ust 
w ith d ra w  fro m  G uantanam o N ava l 
Base b u t re ite ra te d  th a t Cuba 
w o u ld  m ake no m ove w h ich  w o u ld  
a ffo rd  the  U.S. the  o p p o rtu n ity  to 
stage a se lf-a tta ck  the re  as the 
p re te x t fo r  an open assault.

C uba’s charges w ere  denied by  
A d la i Stevenson, ch ie f U.S. de le­
gate to the U N , w ho a t the tim e  
o f the A p r i l  invas ion  o f Cuba had 
b la n d ly  declared be fore  the  w o rld  
th a t the U.S. was in  no w ay in ­
vo lved  in  the attack.

Stevenson asserted yesterday 
tha t any danger to the Cuban gov­
e rnm ent comes “ fro m  the Cuban 
people.”  W ash ing ton has continued 
to ha rb o r and support d iscred ited  
Cuban p o litic ia n s  now  in  an ex ile  
and seeking a re tu rn  to power.

T h is  m o rn in g ’s New Y o rk  T im es  
reported : .“ E x iles  in  F lo r id a  were 
gene ra lly  sceptical th a t any new  
la rge-sca le tra in in g  was unde r 
w ay. B u t some acknow ledged a 
fee lin g  th a t som eth ing was b re w ­
in g  against the  Castro reg im e.”

c a llin g  a na tion w id e  s tr ik e  o i l 
schedule and p ro m is in g  no t to  end 
i t  u n t i l  loca l issues w ere  resolved.

T he u n io n ’s top  nego tia tors also 
took up, on a n a tio n a l leve l, sev­
e ra l key  issues d ire c tly  connected 
w ith  speed-up, in c lu d in g  re l ie f  
tim e, p ro du c tion  standards and 
un ion  rep resenta tion  ins ide  the 
p lan t. The com pany has agreed in  
the o ry  to  a llo w  24 m inu tes in  an  
e ig h t-h o u r s h ift  fo r  personal needs, 
b u t has ba lked  a t guarantee ing the  
necessary techn ica l im p lem e n ta ­
t io n : one re l ie f  m an fo r  each 14 
w o rke rs  on the  assem bly line .

“ Th ings have to change,”  ex ­
p la ined  one Rouge p la n t s tr ik e r, 
“ w e ’re  p inned  dow n fro m  w h is tle  
to  w h is tle .”

The un io n  is dem anding m ore 
reasonable p ro du c tion  quotas and 
an increase in  the nu m ber o f 
stewards and committeemen ins ide  
the  p lan ts  so th a t grievances ca ll 
be attended to  p ro m p tly . In  recent 
years, unse ttled  grievances have 
tended to p ile  up fo r  m onths w ith  
the aggrieved w o rke rs  ha v in g  to  
endure the  v io la tio ns  in  the  m ean­
tim e.

Mass Picketing
T w o  F ord  locals organized la rge  

scale mass p icke tin g  Oct. 9 to  keep 
o ffice  w o rke rs  fro m  en te rin g  th e  
R iv e r Rouge p la n t and the  L in -  
c o ln -M e rc u ry  d iv is io n  headquar­
ters. Loca l 600 o ffice rs  said the  ac­
t io n  was to p ro test fo rem en do ing 
u n io n  m em bers’ w o rk  beh ind  p ic ­
k e t lines and to p u t pressure on 
the com pany to se ttle  loca l issues.

S en io rity  issues have t ie d  up 
negotia tions a t 17 F ord  p lants. The 
com pany has re p o rte d ly  agreed to  
a m od ifie d  fo rm  o f p la n t-w id e  
sen io rity , to be w o rked  ou t on a 
p la n t-b y -p la n t basis.

The un ion  has also been de­
m and ing  a voice in  the loca tion  
o f new  plants. The u n io n  pos ition  
on th is  a t F ord  has been weakened 
by  the fa c t th a t the  rece n tly  
negotiated A m erican  M otors  C o r- 
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New York SWP Slate's 
Television Schedule

Sun., Oct. 15, 11 a.m.-noon 
Channel 4 Richard Garza

Sun., Oct. 15, 2-3 p.m.
Channel 4 Fred Halstead

Mon., Oct. 16, 8:30-10 p.m. 
Channel 13 Richard Garza

Sun., Oct. 22, 2-3 p.m.
Channel 4 Sylvia W einstein

Thur., Oct. 26, 9-10 p.m.
Channel 2 Richard Garza

Sun., Nov. 5, 2-3 p.m.
Channel 4 Richard Garza

Ford Strikers Fight to End 
Grueling Speed-Up System
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...Ecuador General Strike "Hypocrisy and Abortion"
(C on tinued  fro m  Page 1)

the y  beat so severe ly  as to  req u ire  
hosp ita liza tion .

T he  m a in  leaders o f the  s tr ik e  
had  foreseen th e  p o s s ib ility  o f 
such a ra id  and w ere  opera ting  
f ro m  ah undisclosed headquarters.

T he  genera l stoppage had 
s t r ic t ly  l im ite d  aims. I t  was sched­
u le d  to  la s t fro m  m id n ig h t o f Oct. 
3 to  m id n ig h t o f Oct. 4. I ts  p u r ­
pose was to  p ro tes t some 40 de­
cree measures w h ic h  have boosted 
th e  cost o f l iv in g  in  Ecuador 30 
pe r cent. Decree No. 33 in  p a r tic ­
u la r  was sing led  o u t fo r  protest. 
T h is  decree deva lued the  sucre 
f ro m  15 fo r  $1 to  18 fo r  $1. The 
im m ed ia te  e ffec t o f th is  m easure 
was to  boost prices 20 p e r cent.

Such an a b ru p t r ise  in  th e  cost 
o f l iv in g  cannot easily  be absorbed 
b y  the  w o rk in g  people o f Ecuador. 
The y e a r ly  Gross N a tio n a l P ro d ­
u c t averages ou t to  o n ly  $125 a 
person. S ince the  G N P inc ludes 
p ro fits , ren ts, in te res t and taxes 
as w e ll as salaries and wages, i t  
can be re a d ily  seen th a t the  ave r­
age w o rk ing -c la ss  fa m ily  neces­
s a r ily  operates on a t ig h t  budget.

¡Mass U nem p loym en t

N o t £tll Ecuador’s w o rke rs  can 
be sure o f th e ir  custom ary share 
o f th e  G NP. Estim ates o f unem ­
p lo ym e n t ru n  as h ig h  as 40 pe r 
cent. The incom e o f the  p a r t ia lly  
em ployed is described by  one 
w r ite r  as e q u iva le n t to  w h a t 
cou ld  be ga ined b y  begg ing in  the  
streets. T h a t’s n o t m uch in  v ie w  
o f the  com p e titio n  in  th is  fie ld .

E ven  P res iden t Velasco has had 
to  confess th e  u n p o p u la r ity  o f 
Decree No. 33. H ow ever, he con­
tends, he had no choice in  v ie w  
o f Ecuador’s p o v e rty  and la c k  o f 
funds.

T he  E xecu tive  C ounc il o f the  
D r iv e rs  U n io n  o f P ich incha  coun­
te red  th is  w ith  the  proposal th a t 
a state m onopo ly o f fo re ig n  trade  
be declared. The u n io n  sought to 
p rove  w ith  specific  figu res  th a t 
th e  p ro fits  fro m  exports  and im ­
ports, now  go ing to  some tw e lve  
r u l in g  fa m ilie s  in  the  coun try , 
w o u ld  m ore than  m ake up fo r  the 
incom e w ru n g  th ro u g h  taxes on 
the  poor people.

D espite  appeals fro m  sectors 
th a t ex te nde d ' even in to  the  Cham ­
be r o f Com m erce and m u n ic ip a l 
governm ents, P res iden t Velasco 
re fused to  reconsider h is decrees. 
The C TE the reupon ca lled a m eet­
in g  la s t w eek in  A m ba to  and voted 
fo r  the  one-day na tion w id e  s trike .

G overnm en t o ff ic ia ls  labeled 
th e  s tr ik e  “ il le g a l”  and “ subver­
sive .”  P res iden t Velasco on Oct. 2 
ca lled  i t  a “ p u b lic ly  announced 
and propagated re b e llio n .”  He
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Can the UN Be Made to Work? —  
A  ta lk  by Alan Shelley. Fri., Oct. 20, 
8 p.m. at the Friday N igh t Socialist 
Forum, 3737 Woodward.

N EW  YORK
Evelyn Reed, Marxist an thropolog ist 

and lecturer, discusses Changes in 
Sex love, Marriage and the Family. Fri., 
O ct. 20, 8:30 p.m. 116 University Place. 
C ontrib . 50 cents. Ausp. M ilita n t Labor 
Forum.

*  *  *

Election Rally —  H ear the Socialist 
W orkers candidates and guest speakers 
Julio Medina and Dr. Annette T. Rubin­
stein, Fri., 'Oct. 27, 8 p.m. Hotel Albert,
University PI. and I Ith  St.

labe led its  leaders “ rebels”  and 
“ tra ito rs .”  He d id  no t go so fa r  
as to  ca ll them  “ C om m unists,”  
since he ad m itte d  th a t even “ con­
serva tives”  w e re  sup po rting  the  
s tr ike . H e  th rea tened to  “ smash”  
the  “ subversives.”  T h is  gove rn ­
m en t “ w i l l  n o t fa l l , ”  he said, fo r  
i t  is supported b y  the  po lice  and 
a rm ed forces.

P resident Velasco lam ented the  
t im in g  o f the  s tr ike . I t  came a t a 
“ de lica te  in te rn a tio n a l m om ent,”  
he  said, in v o lv in g  nego tia tions fo r  
loans. T he  P res iden t’s ex trem e 
reac tion  to  the  s tr ik e  m ay thus 
have been due in  p a r t to  fea r th a t 
i t  m ig h t jeopard ize  a W ash ing ton 
handou t un de r the  “ A llia n c e  fo r  
Progress”  program .

G overnm en t B lam ed

Today ’s E l Com er d o ,  Q u ito ’s 
lead ing  newspaper, declared ed i­
to r ia l ly  th a t the  governm ent had 
d isp layed  “ exaggera tion”  and 
“ nervousness”  and b y  condem ning 
the  s tr ik e  in  such unreasoned 
te rm s had “ con trib u te d  in d ire c tly  
to  its  developm ent.”  T he  “ p ro test 
against the  taxes and the  r is in g  
cost o f l iv in g ,”  i t  continued, “ ex ­
pressed a no torious state o f a ffa irs  
w h ich , w ith  o r w ith o u t a s trike , 
i t  was the  governm ent’s responsi­
b i l i t y  to  solve.”

The leadersh ip  o f the  C T E  w e n t 
to  g reat pa ins to  exp la in  th a t the  
s tr ik e  was s tr ic t ly  lim ite d  in  aim , 
th a t i t  was “ n o t p o lit ic a l,”  th a t 
i t  w o u ld  be a peacefu l, o rd e rly  
dem onstra tion , b u t th a t i t  w o u ld  
be ca rried  th ro u g h  on schedule 
despite th rea ts  and attem pts to 
p rovoke  vio lence.

The CTE, in  fact, sought to  g ive 
a dem onstra tion  o f la b o r ’s m ig h t 
b y  ha v in g  the  w o rke rs  s im p ly  
fo ld  th e ir  arm s fo r  a s ing le  day.

The governm ent' c la im ed “ fa i l ­
u re ”  fo r  the  s tr ik e  be fore  i t  s ta r t­
ed and repeated the  c la im  today. 
The  c la im , how ever, scarce ly f its  
the  facts. The one-day stoppage, 
even though  i t  was no t eve ry ­
w here  100 pe r cent e ffec tive , was 
a massive dem onstra tion  o f power.

V ic to ry  S tatem ent

CTE P resident V ic to r  M anue l 
Zun iga  issued a statem ent today 
h a ilin g  the  s tr ik e  as an enormous, 
hearten ing  success, a “ v ic to riou s  
day o f u n ity  and an expression o f 
m il ita n t  s trugg le  fo r  an existence 
fre e  fro m  fe a r and m ise ry .”

H e said th a t the  s trugg le w i l l  
be con tinued w ith  the  a im  o f get­
t in g  a genera l 30 per cent in ­
crease in  wages and salaries to 
m eet the  increased cost o f liv in g .

ha  T ie rra , a d a ily  la bo r paper, 
said in  yeste rday ’s e d ito r ia l: “ The 
s tr ik e  is n o t the  w o rk  o f the  ‘Com -

m un is ts ,’ no r is i t  a question o f a 
fe w  conscienceless ag ita tors. The 
s tr ik e  is a dem onstra tion  o f a 
w h o le  people r is in g  against 
m ise ry . T he  s tr ik e  is the  sym bo l 
o f th e  beg inn ing  o f p o p u la r s tru g ­
gle w h ic h  is ta k in g  the  re v o lu ­
t io n a ry  road  in  o rd e r to  g ive  the  
n a tio n  a new  p o lit ic a l, economic 
and social s tru c tu re .”

Jud g ing  fro m  w h a t happened 
yeste rday in  Ecuador, the  ed ito r 
o f L a  T ie rra  was s ta tin g  a fac t 
n o t a hope.

B O G O TA , Sept. 30 —  The m i l i ­
tan ts w ho sparked the  na tiona l 
s tr ik e  o f bank  w o rke rs  in  Colom ­
bia, decided las t n ig h t to  re tu rn  
to  w o rk  M onday.

The governm ent’s a ll-o u t cam ­
pa ign  to  b re ak  the  s trike , in c lu d ­
in g  the  use o f arm ed force, proved 
successful.

O the r m ore p o w e rfu l un ions 
fa ile d  to  r a l ly  to  the  beleaguered 
s tr ike rs  and a b a c k -to -w o rk  m ove­
m en t ga ined m om entum .

The s tr ike rs  are now  faced w ith  
m any v ic tim iza tio n s  besides the  
sha tte ring  o f th e ir  leadership.

A n ib a l de Castro, w ho  led  the 
b a nk  w o rke rs  th rou gh  tw o  p re ­
v ious s trikes  w h ic h  w o n  some 
gains, resigned, possib ly  as p a rt 
o f an e f fo r t  to  decrease the n u m ­
be r o f rep risa ls  b y  the  banks.

A  new  leadersh ip  was elected 
and charged w ith  the  task o f get­
t in g  the  best possible conditions 
fo r  the  re tu rn  to  w o rk , in c lu d in g  
an end to  the  decree o u tla w in g  
the  un ion.

... Ford Strikers
(C ontinued from  Page 1) 

po ra tio n  con trac t spe c ifica lly  p ro ­
h ib its  the  u n io n  fro m  ra is in g  any 
such dem and. The A M C  con tract 
also insures the  com pany against 
any dem and b y  the  un ion  to “ open 
the books.”  Th is , in  sp ite  o f the  
fa c t th a t the  wage rates a t A M C  
w i l l  depend to  some ex te n t upon 
w h a t the  com pany declares to  be 
its  p ro fits .

In  another developm ent, U A W  
m em bers o f lo ca l 72 at A m erican  
M o to rs ’ Kenosha, W is., p la n t the 
com pany’s la rgest —  voted dow n 
the  p ro fit-s h a r in g  con trac t Oct. 8 
b y  a n a rro w  m arg in . O bjections 
to  sections o f the con trac t w h ich  
cu t dow n w ash-up  tim e  and w e ak­
ened un io n  con tro l ins ide  the  p la n t 
w ere a m a jo r fa c to r in  the  re jec ­
tio n . A  new  vo te  m ay be arranged 
on the the o ry  th a t o n ly  3,000 of 
the  lo ca l’s 12,000 m em bers cast 
ba llo ts.

A u to m a tion

W h ile  the cu rre n t round  of 
nego tia tions in  the  auto in d u s try  
have no t g rapp led  w ith  the  key  
p rob lem  o f au tom ation  unem p loy­
m ent, bo th  the  G M  and F o rd  de­
velopm ents in d ica te  a renew a l o f 
ra n k -a n d - f ile  m ilita n c y  and a 
reve rsa l o f a te n -ye a r tre n d  to ­
w a rd  the  w eaken ing o f the un ion  
ins ide  the p lan ts. A  favo ra b le  fac­
to r  in  the tim in g  o f the  s trikes is 
the  re p o rt o f a 1962 m odel sales 
boom. Show room  sales are now  a t 
the  h ighest ra te  since the reco rd  
yea r o f 1955.

Special Offer 
To New Readers

A  four-m onth  tr ia l sub­
scription to The M ilita n t for 
only 50 cents. Send this cou­
pon w ith  payment to: The  
M ilita n t, 116 U n i v e r s i t y  
Place, N ew  Y o rk  3, N .Y .

Name ................................................

Street ................................................

C i t y   ......................Zone___

State ..................................................

A n  e d ito r ia l e n tit le d  “ H yp ocrisy  
and A b o rt io n ”  in  the A ug . 23 
V ancouver Sun  underscores one 
o f the  socia l prob lem s and social 
c rim es o f o u r tim es.

I t  is  ra re  indeed fo r  a d a ily  
com m erc ia l newspaper, o r any 
mass com m un ica tion  m ed ium , to  
tre a t such a p ro b lem  as ab o rtio n  
as a socia l p rob lem . Serious tre a t­
m en t o f th is  sub ject is  ge ne ra lly  
taboo, and w hen i t  does get in to  
the  newspapers a t a l l i t  is  u su a lly  
trea te d  as the  c rim e  o f an in ­
d iv id u a l against society ra th e r 
tha n  a c rim e  o f society against 
the  in d iv id u a l.

The m agn itude  o f the p ro b lem  is 
g re a tly  underestim ated  b u t best 
ava ilab le  s ta tis tics state th a t in  
the  U.S. 18 pe r cent o f pregnancies 
in  m a rr ie d  wom en and 89 pe r cent 
in  u n m a rrie d  w om en end w ith  in ­
duced abortions.

Exposes Law
The V ancouver S un  e d ito r ia l 

exposes C anadian law s on abor­
t io n  as h yp o c ritica l, u n ju s t and 
dangerous. The law s in  the  U n ited  
States on ab o rtio n  are e q ua lly  
h y p o c ritic a l, u n ju s t and danger­
ous —  poss ib ly  m ore so in  some 
o f the  50 states.

The fo llo w in g  is a l is t  o f the 
la w s ’ ev ils  enum erated b y  the 
C anadian ed ito r:

1) The heavy fin a n c ia l to l l  ex ­
acted fro m  fr ig h te n e d  and h e lp ­
less w om en b y  il le g a l operators.

2) The feroc ious pena lties im ­
posed upon the  fe w  u n lu c k y  v ic ­
tim s  o f an essentia lly  unen fo rced 
and unen fo rceab le  law .

3) The social in ju s tic e  w h ic h  
makes safe and easy abortion  
ava ila b le  to  the  w e a lth y  w h ile  
deny ing  i t  to  the  poor; and

Dear Reader,
I  w o u ld  lik e  to  ta lk  to  each o f 

you pe rsona lly  to  te l l  you  w h y  i t  
is so necessary th a t The M il ita n t  
Fund, be collected in  f u l l  b y  the 
end o f th is  m onth . S ince th a t is 
no t possible I  am  using th is  le tte r  
to  m ake an appeal to  a l l o f you.

E a r ly  in  the  cam paign our 
D enver fr ie n d s  w ro te : . . we
w i l l  stress the  concept o f ‘fro m  
each accord ing to  his a b il i ty ’ . . . 
o r in  o th e r words, no  am ount is 
too great o r to sm a ll . . .”

I t  seems v e ry  lo g ica l th a t the 
concept w h ic h  was popu la rized  by  
K a r l M a rx  and F re d e ric k  Engels 
should serve th e ir  p resen t-day 
representatives. As a m a tte r of 
fact, i t  is in  keep ing e n tire ly  w ith  
the w a y  th is  paper has always 
been supported —  on the  pennies, 
dimes, and do lla rs  (sometimes 
five s  and tens) o f its  readers. We 
have no “ angels”  w ho  s lip  us a

4) The danger resu ltin g  fro m  
u n q u a lifie d , in s a n ita ry  and o ften  
ex to rtio n a te  abortion is ts  opera t­
in g  on the  same fo o tin g  as care­
fu l,  s k ille d  and reasonable m ed ica l 
p ra c tition e rs .

I t  w o u ld  seem reasonable th a t 
in  a d d itio n  to  the  dem and fo r  
le ga liza tion  o f ab o rtio n  the re  
should also be inc lud ed  the  de­
m and fo r  m a k in g  sc ie n tific  b ir th -  
co n tro l in fo rm a tio n  fre e ly  a v a il­
ab le to  a ll w h o  desire it .

Archaic
The hyp ocrisy  su rro un d in g  the  

w ho le  sub ject po in ts  up  the a r­
cha ic law s un de r w h ic h  w e liv e . 
H ere is a society a tte m p tin g  to  
p u t m en on the  m oon a t the  same 
tim e  re lega ting  one h a lf  the pop­
u la tio n  —  the  fe m in in e  h a lf  —  to  
the d a rk  ages w h ic h  preceded sci­
e n tif ic  m ed ic ine  and to the  m e rc i­
lessness o f re lig iou s  supers tition .

S u re ly  w om an has the  r ig h t  to  
be a person and, as a conscious 
be ing, to  decide w hen and h o w  
m an y  ch ild re n  she w i l l  b r in g  in to  
the  w o r ld . B u t law s made b y  m an  
a ttem p t to  fo rce  he r in to  an a n i­
m a l- lik e  existence, to  m ake he r 
body  a b io lo g ica l tra p , in v o lv in g  
h e r in  a process as som eth ing 
w ith o u t w i l l  o r  in te lligence . A  
decision to  have a c h ild  should be 
consciously a rr iv e d  at. F o r reg a rd ­
less o f a l l  o the r considerations, i t  
is a decision th a t m any tim es a f­
fects he r he a lth  and even h e r life .

The  o th e r side o f the  p ro b lem  is 
the  c h ild ’s r ig h t.  Each c h ild  has a 
r ig h t  to  be w anted  —  to  come in to  
the  w o r ld  w ith  a place w a it in g  
fo r  h im  o r her. I t  is a poor omen 
fo r  a c h ild ’s fu tu re  as a hum an 
be ing, i f  he comes to  h is parents 
as an unw an ted  bu rden  o r even 
as a pun ishm ent.

couple o f thousand now  and again. 
N o r do w e c a rry  any la rge  com ­
m e rc ia l ads to  finance  the  p u b li­
cation. T he  v e ry  lo w  subscrip tion  
rates cannot possib ly  cover the  
actua l cost o f b r in g in g  ou t the  
paper.

Each o f you w ho reads The  
M il ita n t  gets som eth ing fo r  y o u r 
m oney. Y ou  get news w h ic h  does 
n o t appear anyw here  else; you get 
a w o rk ing -c la ss  in te rp re ta tio n  o f 
w o r ld  events; and you  get the  
t ru th  about those w o r ld  and na ­
t io n a l events w h ic h  do m ake to ­
da y ’s headlines.

Is n ’t  a l l th a t w o rth  a “ T ru th  
D o lla r ”  o r two? Send y o u r c o n tr i­
bu tions to The M il i ta n t  Fund , 116 
U n iv e rs ity  Place, N ew  Y o rk  3, 
N. Y . W e th a n k  you in  advance.

S incere ly,

M a rv e l Scholl, 
F und  D ire c to r

Fund Scoreboard
City Q uota Paid Percent

St. Lou is $ 95.00 $ 95.00 100
Boston 600.00 523.00 87
Denver 100.00 83.00 83
T w in  C ities 1,300.00 992.00 76
N e w ark 160.00 114.00 71

D e tro it 665.00 465.00 70
C onnecticut 160.00 100.00 63
San Francisco 600.00 357.00 60
San Diego 300.00 178.00 59
Chicago 900.00 525.00 58
Seattle 530.00 277.00 50
P h ila de lph ia 320.00 153.00 48
C leveland 530.00 254.00 48
N ew  Y o rk 4,700.00 1,837.00 39
Los Angeles 5,300.00 1,977.00 37
B erke le y -O a k lan d 530.00 180.00 34
A lle n to w n 130.00 41.00 30
M ilw a u ke e 320.00 70.00 22
G enera l 64.00

T O T A L S $17,240.00 $8,285.00 48
th rou gh  Oct. 9

"From Each According to His Ability"

B y  M e lb a  B a k e r

... Why Williams Escaped to Cuba
O n Aug. 26 the re  w e re  a ttacks 

on Negroes and Freedom  R iders 
w h o  had come to M onroe on W il­
liam s ’ in v ita t io n . “ So I  phoned the 
U.S. Justice  D epartm ent and asked 
fo r  A tto rn e y  G enera l Kennedy. 
He was ‘busy’ so I  f ile d  a com ­
p la in t w ith  the F B I, w ho again 
said i t  was a ‘lo ca l m a tte r.’ I  
ca lled the  state G overnor; h is as­
sis tan t came on the  phone and 
said: ‘Do you  m ean' you ’re  no t 
dead yet? Y o u ’re  ge tting  ju s t w h a t 
you  deserve.’ ”

W illia m s  to ld  ho w  a crow d  in  
h is  ne ighborhood had stopped the 
S tega ll’s, a w h ite  couple. “ People 
w anted  to  k i l l  them , I  said no. The 
w om an w an ted  m e to  lead them  
th rou gh  the  crow d. I  w o u ld n ’t  b u t 
w hen I  sta rted  in to  m y  house, she 
and he r husband fo llow ed , hop ing 
fo r  p ro te c tion .”  T he  de ta in ing  o f 
the  w h ite  couple in  the  Negro 
ne ighborhood fo r  several hours 
serves as the basis o f the  k id na p  
fra m e -u p .

W illia m s  also said th a t i t  had 
been he w h o  shot a w h ite  po lice ­
m an in  the  leg on Aug. 27. The 
cop, he said, was th rea ten ing  to  
f i r e  in to  a c row d  o f co lored g irls . 
In  M onroe  A lb e r t  R orie , a N egro 
you th , faces fra m e -u p  charges fo r  
th is  shooting.

(Continued fro m  Page 1) 
posted the re  f ire d  back. W hen I  
rep o rted  th is  the  po lice  said I  was 
ly in g . Then  W ill ie  S trand, an 
A fro -A m e ric a n , was dragged fro m  
h is  car and beaten up in  the 
woods. I  repo rted  i t  to the  F B I 
and the y  said i t  w asn’t  a fed e ra l 
m a tte r.”
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The Monroe Story

"Meet Violence W ith Violence"

Defend the Communist Party
The Oct. 9 refusal o f the Supreme C ourt to rev iew  its  ru lin g  

th a t the Com m unist P a rty  m ust reg ister its  members w ith  the 
goverm ent v under the  term s o f the  1950 In te rn a l Security A c t 
makes d e fin it ive  a new stage in  the c rip p lin g  o f the B i l l  o f Rights.

A tto rn ey  General Robert Kennedy declares he w i l l  now  p ro ­
ceed to compel the Com m unist P a rty  to meet the act’s harsh re ­
quirements. These include disclosure of membership lists, f i l in g  
o f financ ia l reports and an inven to ry  o f p rin t in g  equipm ent owned 
by the party , etc.

The act fu rth e r requires th a t published m ate ria l bear the 
stamp, “ Com m unist propaganda.”  P a rty  members are denied the 
r ig h t to federa l o r defense p lan t employment. A lie n  members are 
subject to deportation and any member m ay be prosecuted fo r 
even app ly ing fo r a passport.

The leaders of the Com m unist P a rty  have ju s t if ia b ly  declared 
th a t they w i l l  not expose th e ir  members to persecution by tu rn ­
ing  over th e ir  names. They have taken th is  stand in  the face of 
a proviso of the law  im posing fines of $10,000 fo r each day of 
non-compliance. P a rty  leaders are also subject to im prisonm ent 
fo r  defy ing  the order.

The Com m unist P a rty  should have the fu l l  and unqua lified  
support o f every partisan of the B i l l  o f R ights in  th is  cruc ia l figh t. 
Agreem ent o r disagreement w ith  the p a rty ’s p o litica l views is 
irre le va n t to th is  key issue. A t  stake are not on ly the democratic 
r igh ts  of the Com m unist P a rty  —  righ ts  to w h ich  they are as 
much en titled  as any other p o litica l tendency —  but also, u l t i ­
m ate ly, the democratic righ ts  of the entire  Am erican people.

Help Save Preston Cobb, Jr.
I f  su ffic ien t people speak up loud ly  and qu ick ly  enough, 

Preston Cobb, Jr., a 15-year-o ld  Negro, can be saved from  death 
in  a Georgia e lectric chair.

Young Cobb was doomed by an a ll-w h ite  ju ry  a fte r 45 m in ­
utes of “ de libe ra tion ”  on a charge tha t he had k ille d  the w h ite  
m an on whose fa rm  he and his fa m ily  worked. Despite a “ con­
fession”  by Cobb, even whites in  the area have voiced doubt 
about his gu ilt.

In  his o rig ina l t r ia l he was represented by a court-appointed 
w h ite  a ttorney who fa iled  to ask the ju ry  to recommend clemency 
i f  i t  found h im  g u ilty  (Georgia law  makes the death sentence 
m andatory in  the absence of such a recomm endation). And con­
tra ry  to established Georgia court procedure, he did not request 
a new tr ia l  or appeal the verd ict. He explained th a t he would  
not “ a ttack the judgem ent of th is  fine  ju ry  of representative Jas­
per County citizens by f i l in g  a m otion fo r a new tr ia l. ”

Cobb is now represented by an N AA C P attorney and a Sept. 
22 execution date has been postponed pending appeal. M eanwhile  
protests against the execution of a teen-ager have come to the 
governor of Georgia from  every pa rt of the w orld . A  Dutch 
ju r is t  who came to observe the case has brought w ith  h im  a p e ti­
tion  signed by 2,000,000 people.

On Oct. 9 the governor announced th a t the state leg isla ture 
is now considering rev is ing  the law  w h ich  allows execution of 
ch ild ren  from  the age o f 14.

W rite  to  Gov. Ernest Vandiver, A tlan ta , Ga., demanding 
th a t Preston Cobb, Jr., be spared and th a t Georgia’s m edieval 
capita l punishm ent law  be revised.

The Morning After
One of the nauseating aspects of the Kennedy adm in istra ­

tion  is its  bandying about o f such words as “ tru th ,”  “ jus tice ” 
and “ m o ra lity ,”  w h ile  ca rry ing  th rough crooked, reactionary p o l­
icies. This fake ry  has already b rought d is illusionm ent to many 
who believed the “ new fro n tie r ”  was going to b ring  something 
new and better.

' The m o rn in g -a fte r fee ling among the once hopefuls is as­
sessed by James Reston in  the Oct. 8 New Y o rk  Times. He reports: 
“ President Kennedy’s libe ra l in te llec tua l supporters are beginning 
to sound a l i t t le  sad and d is illusioned about the new adm in istra ­
tio n .”  One such, he said, re fe rred  to i t  as “ the th ird  Eisenhower 
adm in istra tion.”

“ There are a num ber of reasons fo r th is  fee ling ,”  Reston ex­
plains, “ beginning, of course, w ith  Cuba.”

The shocking Cuban invasion episode was ce rta in ly  the 
awakening fo r many! A nd  fo r  those s t i l l  under the spell of “ new 
fro n tie r”  rhetoric, more shocks are due.

For example, the Soviet resum ption of nuclear tests was 
denounced by Kennedy in  the lo fties t m ora l tones. Four days la ter 
he ordered resum ption of tests here. “ We have no other choice,”  
he solemnly declared.

The Oct. 8 New Y o rk  H era ld  Tribune  discloses qu ite  a d if ­
fe ren t reason: “ . . . the best W h ite  House estimate was tha t the 
Russians m ig h t suddenly stop a fte r th e ir  cu rren t series of tests. 
I f  the U n ited  States d id  not resume its  tests q u ick ly  w h ile  the 
Soviet Union was testing . . . W ashington m ig h t fin d  i t  p o litica lly  
d if f ic u lt  to s ta rt once the Russians had stopped.”

W hat price  “ m o ra lity ” ?

B y George Lavan
F ro m  the m om ent o f its  re b ir th  

in  the  arm ed defense o f D r. A . E. 
P e rry ’s hom e against the K u  K lu  
K la n , the  U n ion  C oun ty  chapter 
o f the N A A C P  was constantly  
unde r a ttack. I ts  po s ition  was 
s im ila r  to  th a t,o f  a m il ita n t  un io n  
lo ca l w h ic h  has m anaged to  ga in  
a foo th o ld  in  an open-shop area 
and is th e re a fte r constan tly  em­
ba ttled .

T rue , the  K K K  m em bers now  
had second thoughts about n ig h t-  
r id in g . The lu re  o f flo g g in g  peo­
p le  and shooting up the  colored 
ne ighborhood d im in ished  consid­
e ra b ly  as K lansm en rea lized th a t 
the y  m ig h t get k il le d  in  the  p ro ­
cess. M oreover the exam ple o f 
W ill ia m s ’ defense guards seemed 
to  be spreading. Severa l m onths 
la te r the K K K  rece ived a ce leb ra t­
ed second d ru b b in g  a t the  hands 
o f the  Lum bee Ind ians  in  nearby 
Robeson County.

P r io r  to  the il l- fa te d  K K K  
cavalcade o f Oct. 4, 1957 in  M on­
roe, a num ber o f Negro c iv ic  lead­
ers had asked c ity  a u tho ritie s  to 
take some action  against such ra c ­
is t te rro r iz in g  o f the  N egro com ­
m u n ity . The c ity  fa the rs  refused 
on the  grounds th a t they  cou ld 
no t in fr in g e  on anyone’s c iv i l  l ib ­
erties. A f te r  the  ignom in ious K K K  
de feat o f Oct. 4, and W ill ia m ’s 
demands to  W ash ing ton fo r  an in ­
vestiga tion  o f the presence o f c ity  
po lice  cars in  the  m otorcade, M o n ­
roe ’s c ity  counc il q u ic k ly  passed 
a new  ord inance re q u ir in g  pe rm its  
fo r  m o to r parades.

W h ile  the K la n  dropped plans 
fo r  fu r th e r  d ire c t arm ed attacks 
on P e rry ’s home, i t  d id  no t g ive 
up the  ba ttle . M onroe is said to  be 
the  southeastern headquarters o f 
the  K la n , and i t  is, ind ispu tab le  
th a t there is considerable K la n  
in flue nce  in  c ity  and coun ty  po­
lit ic s . Thus i t  was n o t unexpected 
w hen the  a ttack  on the  loca l 
N A A C P  leaders sw itched to  the 
lega l fie ld .

T he K iss ing  Case was b u t the 
m ost sensational o f a num ber o f 
cases w h ich  now  h i t  the  Negro 
com m u n ity  o f U n io n  County. L o ­
c a lly  the  sending o f the tw o  young 
boys to  re fo rm  school was re ­
garded as an act o f re ta lia tio n  and 
w a rn in g  to the  Negroes. People 
saw m ore tha n  coincidence in  the 
fa c t th a t c h ild re n  in vo lve d  were 
the approx im a te  ages o f W illia m s ’ 
tw o  sons, on whose be ha lf he had 
requested transfe rs  to the  c ity ’s 
l i ly -w h ite  p u b lic  schools.

The m ost f la g ra n t lega l a ttack  
was d irec ted  against D r. P erry , 
v ice -p res ide n t o f the  N A A C P  
branch, and ta rge t o f the fru s tra t­
ed K K K  n igh tride rs .

A  charge o f com m iting  an abor­
t io n  on a w h ite  w om an was 
b ro u g h t against h im . The date o f 
the  a lleged crim e was fixe d , e ithe r 
b y  coincidence o r by cyn ica l o f f i ­
c ia l hum or, as Oct. 4, the  day of 
the  a ttack  on his home. The w h ite  
w om an ’s unsupported tes tim ony 
was the  sole evidence against 
P erry .

The young Negro physic ian, who 
was also the coun ty ’s lead ing  
C a tho lic  laym en (an  a d d itiona l 
fa c to r in  the K K K  ha tred  fo r  
h im ) , was able to produce w i t ­
nesses fro m  the  ho sp ita l show ing 
th a t he had refused to pa rtic ip a te  
in  lega l s te riliza tio ns  ou t o f r e l i­
gious scruples. Nonetheless the 
t r ia l  bo iled  dow n to  h is  w o rd  
against th a t o f a w h ite  Woman. 
She swore th a t she had gone to 
h is  o ffic e  th ree  tim es to  persuade 
h im  to  do an abortion ; th a t tw ice  
he had refused b u t on the  th ird  
occasion consented. He swore th a t 
he had refused a l l th ree  tim es, be­
com ing qu ite  im p a tie n t w ith  her 
the  las t tim e.

P e rry  was convicted. H e suc­
ceeded in  ha v in g  the  v e rd ic t 
th ro w n  ou t on an appeal. A  sec­
ond t r ia l  was he ld  and he was 
again convicted. On th is  occasion 
the  sta te ’s lead ing  Negro news­
paper, the C a ro lina  T im es  o f D u r­
ham  (Dec. 6, 1958), ed ito ria lized  
as fo llow s :

“ The second tr ia l and convic­
t io n  o f D r. Albert E. P e rry , v ice

D r. A . E. P erry

pres ident o f the U n io n  C ounty 
b ranch  o f the N A A C P , rem inds  us 
o f the h igh  cost o f ju s tice  in  the 
South and the  p rice  one m ust pay 
i f  he takes the lead ing  ro le  in  t r y ­
in g  to advance the cause o f h is 
oppressed people. I f  D r. P e rry  
w ere  a pauper he w o u ld  have no 
a lte rn a tive  b u t to  serve the te rm  
in  p rison  to  w h ic h  he has been 
tw ic e  sentenced. T h a t he has 
taken  an appeal to the  N o rth  Ca­
ro lin a  Suprem e C o u rt o n ly  goes to 
show how  expensive i t  is  to  get 
a fa ir  t r ia l  even in  ce rta in  sec­
tions o f N o rth  C aro lina .

“ W e w i l l  n o t a ttem p t to  argue 
here w h e the r D r. P e rry  is in n o ­
cent o r g u ilty  o f p e rfo rm in g  an 
abortion . The t r ia l  o f such cases is 
the  fu n c tio n  o f a c o u rt and no t 
th a t o f a newspaper. W e do th in k , 
how ever, th a t the  m ere fa c t the 
ju r y  in  the  recent t r ia l  de libera ted 
fo r  m ore  tha n  fo u r  hours lends 
w e ig h t to  the  doub t th a t D r. P e rry  
is g u ilty . A n y  Negro o r w h ite  p e r­
son w ho has liv e d  in  the  South is 
sa tis fied  th a t no ju r y  o f 12 w h ite  
m en w o u ld  take fo u r  hours to 
de libe ra te  over the  case o f a Negro 
phys ic ian  p e rfo rm in g  an abortion  
on a w h ite  w om an i f  the re  were 
n o t some doub t in  th e ir  m in d  as 
to  h is g u ilt . ”

B u t on Oct. 13, 1959 the U.S. 
Suprem e C ourt re fused to  hear 
D r. P e rry ’s f in a l appeal thus ex ­
haus ting  a ll lega l recourse, and 
he had to  begin a th ree -yea r-sen - 
tence.

W hen he was f ir s t  released w ith  
t im e  o ff fo r  good behav io r he was 
no t on ly  fo rb id d e n  to  p ractice  
m ed ic ine  b u t even to  en ter U n ion  
C oun ty  —  w here  h is hom e and 
fa m ily  are. N ow  he has been re ­
ad m itte d  to  practice  in  C harlo tte  
(M eck lenb u rg  C oun ty) b u t he 
s t i l l  cannot prac tice  in  U n ion  
County.

A lo n g  w ith  the  K iss ing  Case 
and D r. P e rry ’s case, W illia m s  and 
his supporters w ere  engaged in  
o ther cou rt ba ttles. N o rth  C a ro lina  
la w  pe rm its  p r iv a te ly  re ta ined  a t­
torneys fo r  p la in t if fs  to appear as 
prosecutors. Conrad L yn n , coun­
sel o f the  C om m ittee  to  Com bat 
R ac ia l In ju s tice , w h ic h  W illia m s  
had founded, now  w e n t in to  cou rt 
on b e ha lf o f M rs. M a ry  Reed,

and M rs. G eorg ia  W h ite , tw o  co l-  
ored w om en o f the  county.

M rs. Reed, a ten an t fa rm e r ’s 
w ife , w e ll a long in  pregnancy, h a d  
been assaulted in  h e r hom e b y  a  
w h ite  w ho  tr ie d  to  rape he r. He 
beat h e r b a d ly  as he pu rsued h e r  
across the  fie lds . H e  also struck, 
h e r l i t t le  son w ho  tr ie d  to  defend, 
her. A  w h ite  w om an ne ighbo r h a d  
sum m oned the  po lice. N o rth  Ca­
ro lin e  la w  has a death  p e n a lty  fo r  
rape and severe pena lties fo r  a t­
tem pted rape. B u t, as th ro u g h o u t 
the  South, these a re  reserved fo r  
Negroes. Rape and a ttem pted  rape  
o f N egro w om en b y  w h ite  m en are 
ra re ly  prosecuted as such -— th e  
charge usu a lly  be ing  e ith e r d ro p ­
ped o r reduced to  a m isdem eanor.

M rs. G eorg ia W h ite  was a 
cham berm aid  in  a M onroe hote l. 
A n  ira te  w h ite  guest, c la im ­
in g  she had d is tu rbe d  h is  sleep, 
beat h e r in  the  c o rr id o r and 
k icked  he r dow n a f l ig h t  o f s ta irs  
in to  the  lobby.

P ersevering ly , W illia m s  and 
the C C R I sought ove r m an y  
m onths to  b r in g  bo th  these câses 
to  t r ia l .  In  bo th  instances the  
w h ite  m en w e n t free. In  th e  rape 
case the defense a tto rn e y ’s m a in  
a rgum ent was to  present the  as­
sa ila n t’s w ife  to  the  ju r y  and ask 
i f  any reasonable person cou ld  be­
lie ve  th a t a m an w ith  such a 
“ w h ite  f lo w e r”  fo r  a w ife  cou ld 
possib ly have designs on a “ n ig ra ”  
wom an.

The grand ju r y  s im p ly  re fused 
to  hear tes tim ony against the  as­
sa ilan t o f M rs. W h ite . A t  th e  same 
t im e  a m e n ta lly  re ta rd ed  N egro 
m an was on t r ia l  fo r  a ttem pted  
rape. In  an a rgum en t w ith  a w h ite  
w om an ove r a purchase, he had 
a lleged ly  seized he r b y  th e  w r is t.  
F o rtu n a te ly  the  C C R I la w y e r was 
able to  fo rce  red uc tio n  o f the  
charge on a te c h n ic a lity  (N o rth  
C a ro lina  statutes re q u ire  a llega­
t io n  o f some act o r w ords denot­
in g  sexual in te n t ) . H ow ever, he 
was a u to m a tica lly  g iven  the  m a x ­
im u m  sentence on the  lesser as­
sau lt charge.

These th ree  exam ples o f U n ion  
C oun ty ’s J im  C ro w  ju s tice  came 
on M ay  5, 1959 in  the  m id s t o f the  
n a tio n a l h o rro r  over the  b ru ta l 
and unpun ished ly n c h in g  o f M ack  
Charles P a rke r in  P o p la rv ille , M is ­
sissippi. W illia m s  came o u t o f the  
U n io n  C oun ty  courthouse seething 
w ith  anger and he spoke his m in d  
to the  press.

Negroes m ust defend themselves 
b y  “ m eeting  v io lence w ith  v io ­
lence i f  th a t is the  o n ly  w a y  w e 
can ob ta in  ju s tice ,”  he declared. 
They should be “ w i l l in g  to  d ie  and  
even to  k i l l ,  i f  necessary,”  to  p ro ­
tec t themselves. “ W e cannot r e ly  
on the  law . W e can get no ju s tic e  
unde r the  present system . . . S ince 
the  fed e ra l governm ent w i l l  n o t 
b r in g  a h a lt  to  ly n c h in g  in  the  
South, and since the  so-ca lled 
courts  lyn ch  o u r people le ga lly , i f  
i t ’s necessary to  stop ly n c h in g  w ith  
lyn ch in g , then  w e m ust be w illin g , 
to  reso rt to  th a t m ethod.”

W illia m s ’ ang ry  ou tbu rs t c rea t­
ed a sensation. Newspapers 
th ro u g h o u t the  cou n try  fea tu red  
i t  on page one. H e was quoted on 
rad io  and T V  news program s.
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B O O K  R E V I E W

Cuba As Herbert Matthews Sees It

Page Four THE M ILITA N T

T h e  C u b a n  S t o r y . B y  H e r b e r t  L .
M atthew s. 318 pp. N ew  Y o rk :
B ra z ille r , 1961. $4.50.

The au thor, an e d ito r and co r­
respondent o f the  N ew  Y o rk  
T im es, supports U n ite d  States 
cap ita lism  against the  Cuban 
R e vo lu tio n  bu t, u n lik e  m ost 
w r ite rs  fo r  the  com m erc ia l press, 
he  has some grasp o f socia l re v o lu ­
t io n a ry  processes and is re lu c ta n t 
to  p ro s titu te  h is c ra ft.

On Cuba, M atthew s d id  a s k ille d  
and tru s tw o rth y  jo b  o f re p o rtin g  
— in  h is  fam ous scoop on Castro 
in  th e  S ie rra  M aestra in  F eb ru a ry , 
1957, d u rin g  the  insu rrec tio n , and 
in  the  e a rly  p a r t  o f the  re v o lu ­
t io n a ry  reg im e. F o r th is  he has 
been subjected to  severe a ttack  b y  
those w h o  fee l th a t p u ttin g  the 
t ru th  about an A m e rica n  social 
re v o lu tio n  in  p r in t  is  a dangerous, 
i f  no t d o w n rig h t subversive, bus­
iness.

One o f the  th re e  themes th a t 
in te rla ce  th is  book is M a tthe w s ’ 
defense against th a t a ttack. A n ­
o th e r is an appeal fo r  a s licke r 
p o lic y  b y  W ash ing ton to w a rd  the 
R e vo lu tio n  and the  new  s itua tion  
in  L a t in  A m erica  w h ic h  i t  has 
p re c ip ita ted . The th ird — and m ost 
in te re s tin g — is h is  ow n  s to ry : w h a t 
he pe rsona lly  saw o f the  re v o lu ­
t io n  and its  leaders, and ho w  i t  
has a ffec ted  and s t i l l  a ffec ts  h im , 
as a hum an  be ing  o f some h is ­
to r ic a l in s ig h t and hum an  sensi­
t iv i t y .

M a tthew s v iew s the C uban scene 
the  w a y  a fa rs igh ted  E ng lish  
bourgeois m ig h t have v ie w ed  the  
G rea t F rench  R evo lu tion . (The 
analogy is h is .) H e  is a ttrac ted  
b y  the  dram a and h is to r ic  im p o r­
tance o f th e  events and p ro ud  to 
have had some p a rt in  them . He 
know s the re v o lu tio n  is up roo ting  
an o ld  system o f in ju s tic e  and 
s tagnation  in  L a t in  A m erica  th a t 
cannot, and should not, endure.

A t  the  same tim e  he is repe lled  
b y  th e  danger w h ic h  the  re v o lu ­
t io n  holds fo r  ca p ita lism  in  the 
U.S. H e is repe lled  b y  w h a t he 
ca lls “ to ta lita r ia n  soc ia lis t”  m e th ­
ods, by  Cuban ties to  the  Soviet 
b loc, b y  the  supression o f the  
cou n te r-re vo lu tion a rie s . Y e t he 
adm its  the  necessity o f these 
moves i f  the  social re v o lu tio n  is 
to  con tinue  in  the  face o f d ire c t 
U.S. a ttack.

H e re jects as pu re  propaganda, 
unsupported  b y  objective evidence 
o r h is  ow n  close personal associa-

One of the earliest photos of F idel Castro and the in itia l 
cadres of his Rebel A rm y in the S ierra Maestra mountains.

t io n  w ith  the  Cuban leaders, the 
con ten tion  th a t the  Castro reg im e 
is dom inated b y  “ com m unists”  
(w h om  he defines n a rro w ly  as fo l­
low ers o f the K re m lin ) .  “ In  any 
event,”  he says, “ its  com m unis tic  
connections and co lo ra tion  do no t 
cons titu te  the  ch ie f danger to  the 
U n ite d  States. F ide lism o  is w h a t 
should fr ig h te n  the pow ers tha t 
be in  W ashington, no t com m u­
n ism .”

M a tthe w s ’ so lu tion  fo r  the  U.S. 
and L a t in  A m e rica n  ru l in g  classes 
is to  “ p ro v id e  social re form s, or 
the hope o f them , and thus fo re ­
s ta ll any m ore revo lu tions , o r at 
least any serious ones.”  In  th is  
respect, he says, fe a r o f the Cuban 
R e vo lu tion  is the p rod  fo r  fo rc in g  
the L a t in  A m erican  o ligarch ies to 
g ra n t serious re form s. The a lte r­
na tive  course— w h ic h  led to  the 
A p r i l  invas ion—  is the  a ttem p t to  
c lam p the  l id  on a ll L a t in  A m e r­
ica, re ly  on rea c tion a ry  d ic ta to r­
ships, and restore a B a tis ta -typ e  
reg im e in  Cuba b y  d ire c t U.S. 
m il i ta ry  force.

H e sees endless g u e r illa  w a rfa re  
and hem ispheric  d isaster fo r  the 
U.S. a long th is  road. He minces 
no words, saying: “ T h a n k  the
L o rd  fo r  the  U n ite d  States and fo r  
Cuba th a t the  invas ion  o f A p r i l  
17, 1961 fa ile d !”

M atthew s considers U.S. cap i­
ta lism  in  its  dem ocra tic phase as 
the  h ighest p o in t o f c iv iliz a tio n . 
He s im p ly  dodges the fac t tha t 
the m ise ry  o f the L a t in  A m erican  
masses is as m uch a p a rt o f U.S. 
cap ita lism  as U.S. upper and m id ­
dle-class affluence , and th a t the  
s ta b ility  of U.S. cap ita lism  w o u ld  
be im possib le w ith o u t the sem i­
co lon ia l e x p lo ita tio n  o f L a t in  
A m erica . These ha rd  rea litie s , and 
no t “ s tu p id ity ”  (as M atthew s 
w o u ld  have i t )  g ive  rise  to  the 
hys te rica l opposition on the  p a rt 
o f U.S. ru le rs  to any rea l change 
in  L a t in  A m erican  social re la ­
tions. A n d  th is  constant and v io ­
le n t opposition to such change is 
w h a t makes re v o lu tio n  necessary.

The book ends on the fo llo w in g  
note: “ The on ly  m onum ent I  w a n t 
to  leave on ea rth  is fo r  some s tu ­
den t years fro m  now  to  consult 
the  file s  o f The New Y o rk  T im es 
fo r  in fo rm a tio n  about the Spanish 
C iv il W ar, the  Cuban R evo lu tion , 
o r o the r events o r places,, and f in d  
m y  b y - lin e , and kn o w  th a t he can 
tru s t i t . ”

Since the  e d ito ria ls  on Cuba in  
the Tim es, w h ic h  M atthew s says 
he s t i l l  w rite s , c a rry  no b y -lin e , 
he m ay ye t have th a t m onum ent.

Fred Halstead

Monday, October 16, 1961

Letters from Our Readers

I t  W as Reported in the  Press
M ississippi Y outh Action —  A

group  o f 114 Negro h ig h  school 
students in  M cCom bs, Miss., 
m arched on C ity  H a ll, Oct. 4, to 
p ro tes t d isc rim in a tio n . A l l  o f them  
w ere  arrested a fte r tw o  o f th e ir  
leaders w ere  attacked. Bob Z e ll-  
ner, a f ie ld  secre tary fo r  the  S tu ­
den t N o n -V io le n t C om m ittee, was 
choked b y  a w h ite  m an on the 
C ity  H a ll steps and Bob Moses, 
a co -w o rke r, was knocked dow n 
b y  a cop and beaten b y  a w h ite  
m an. A  lo ca l po lice  judge  said 
dem onstra to rs over 18 w o u ld  
p ro b a b ly  be charged w ith  “ d is ­
tu rb in g  the  peace”  and th a t those 
unde r 18 w o u ld  be pa ro led in  the 
custody o f th e ir  parents.

Unionists P lan  Cuba T rip  —  The
In te rn a tio n a l Longshorem en’s U n ­
io n  has announced th a t un io n  
p res ident H a rry  Bridges and 
executive  board m em ber W ill ia m  
W a rd  w i l l  a ttend a Cuban Con­
fed e ra tio n  o f La b o r m eeting  in  
H avana  Nov. 11-13. The State D e­
p a rtm e n t, w h ic h  does no t p e rm it 
tra v e l to  Cuba except by  govern­
m en t au tho riza tion , declined to 
say i f  i t  w o u ld  okay the  v is it.

Hypocrisy in  H igh Places —
A d m in is tra tio n  press agents w ere  
v e ry  voca l w hen A tto rn e y  G eneral 
R obe rt K ennedy resigned fro m  the 
J im -C ro w  M e tro p o lita n  C lub. B u t, 
as o f th is  w r it in g , the re  was no 
com m ent on the  fa c t th a t M c -

George B undy, p res ident K e n ­
nedy ’s special assistant fo r  na­
t io n a l security , subsequently 
jo ine d  the club.

Second Thoughts —  A  B ro o k ly n  
rea l estate com pany changed its 
m in d  and leased an apartm en t to 
M rs. M arg e t Chapm an a fte r  the 
Congress o f R ac ia l E q u a lity , of 
w h ic h  M rs. Chapm an is a m em ber, 
staged a 25-hour s it - in  s tr ik e  in  
the com pany’s office .

N o th in g  Sacred? —  Ned N o rth  
o f the  Los Angeles po lice  depa rt­
m en t had $2,000 stolen fro m  h im  
w h ile  a ttend ing  a M o n tre a l con­
ven tion  o f 1,800 po lice chiefs fro m  
N o rth  and South A m erica , Europe 
and Asia.

A n d  V ice  Versa —  President 
K ennedy was repo rted  g re a tly  
pleased w hen his new  fo re ign  aid 
m in is te r, F o w le r H a m ilton , assured 
h im  th a t in  g iv in g  a id  to  un de r­
developed countries he w o u ld  be 
gu ided b y  the m ax im , “ God helps 
those w ho he lp  them selves.”  I f  a 
spokesman fo r  the r is in g  a n ti­
im p e ria lis t m ovem ent had been 
present he m ig h t w e ll have re ­
jo ined , “ A n d  G od he lp  those w ho 
get caught he lp ing  them selves.”

N a tch  —  T e s tify in g  before the 
F edera l C om m unications C om m is­
sion, a spokesman fo r  S. C. John ­
son &  Son said the com pany did  
no t re q u ire  advance scrip ts  o f T V

shows i t  sponsors. B u t, he added, 
“ I f  they were go ing to pu t on some 
person w e tho ugh t was go ing to 
o ve rth ro w  the governm ent o f the 
U n ited  States, we w o u ld  y e ll p re t­
ty  ha rd .”

T hey ’d Have Lost A n yw a y  —
R e d-b a itin g  P ennsy lvan ia  Supreme 
C ourt Justice M ichae l M usm anno 
urged the C in c in n a ti baseball team 
to drop the nam e “ Reds.”

O u r Sane Society —  T here  is one 
m u rd e r on the average o f every 
58 m inutes in  the U.S.

‘N ew  F ro n tie r ’ in  A c tio n  —  K e n ­
nedy ’s h ig h ly  tou ted p rog ram  o f 
fede ra l a id  to depressed areas was 
approved by Congress fiv e  m onths 
ago. So fa r, tw o  pro jects have 
been approved —  a w a te r system 
in  Gassville, A rk .  and a sewer 
system in  Cam bridge, M d. N o t a 
s ingle p ro je c t has been approved 
ye t fo r  the depressed coa l-m in in g  
regions in  the A ppalachians w h ich , 
according to pre -e lection  promises, 
w ere  to  be re v ive d  by  the p ro ­
gram . C hron ic  unem p loym ent in  
these areas ru n  as h igh  as 20 per 
cent o f the  la bo r force.

P rac tica l S c ien tis t —  C om m ent­
in g  on the fa ll-o u t  she lte r p ro ­
gram , Jay O rear, a C o rne ll U n i­
ve rs ity  physic is t, suggested th a t 
the best w ay  to beat the bom b is 
to get ou t o f the- cou n try  before 
i t  drops.

Equity Acts on Jim Crow
N ew  Y o rk , N. Y.

In v a ria b ly , w hen w e th in k  o f 
the  tra d e -u n io n  m ovem ent images 
o f ha rd -m usc led  “ w o rke rs ”  come 
to  m ind . H o w  iro n ic  th a t one o f 
the  m ost s ig n if ic a n t spearheads in  
recent A m erican  un ion  h is to ry  
should be made by  a re la t iv e ly  
sm a ll (a p p ro x im a te ly  25,000 m em ­
bers) professional, “ w h ite  c o lla r”  
organ iza tion  o f a rtis ts . I  am  re ­
fe r r in g  to A c to rs ’ E q u ity  Associa­
t io n  and th e ir  decision no t to p e r­
fo rm  in  any thea te r in  the  U n ited  
States o r Canada “ w here  d is ­
c r im in a tio n  is p racticed  against 
the  acto r o r pa tron  o f the  thea te r 
by  reason o f race, co lor o r creed.”

B eg inn ing  June 1, 1962, i t  was 
announced a t E q u ity ’s m em bersh ip 
m eeting las t week, th is  o ff ic ia l ru le  
w i l l  come in to  effect. Such a ru le  
has been in  e ffec t since 1948, b u t 
app lied  o n ly  to perform ances in  
W ashington, D. C.

La s t w eek ’s m em bersh ip m eet­
in g  also un an im ous ly  adopted a 
reso lu tion  asking A m erican  pe r­
fo rm e rs  to  boyco tt the  to ta l ly  seg­
regated theaters o f the U n ion  o f 
South A fr ic a .

To m y  reco llec tion , th is  is the  
f i r s t  t im e  a u n io n  has app lied  a 
n a tio n -w id e  ban on segregation, 
saying in  effect, “ We w o n ’t  w o rk  
(o r  in  th is  instance ‘p la y ’ ) w here  
the  em p loyer o r m anager d is c r im ­
inates o r segregates.”

T h is  action b y  the  actors ca lls 
fo r  H a lle lu ja s  and dancing in  the 
streets. I t  shou ld  also g ive  pause 
fo r  ca re fu l s e lf-e xa m in a tio n  b y  a ll 
Negroes, w o rk in g  people and those 
in vo lve d  in  the  s trugg le  fo r  fre e ­
dom  o f the  A fro -A m e rica n s . I f  
the actors’ un io n  can do it, i f  a 
band o f a rtis ts  can force  th e ir  em ­
ploye rs  and managers to  in teg ra te  
or go ou t o f business (w h ic h  is 
the a lte rn a tiv e  posed by  E q u ity ’s 
ru l in g )  w h y  can’t  a l l the  un ions 
do the same?

I  hope in  the  near fu tu re  The  
M il ita n t  w i l l  ru n  a m ore de ta iled  
s to ry  on the actors’ ban on segre­
gation.

Yours in  the  strugg le  fo r  a New  
W o rld  fo r  a l l men.

Adam  Kingsley

Canadian View of Mexico
M ilnes  Land ing , Canada

Enclosed is a m oney o rd e r fo r  a 
y e a r ly  ren ew a l to  The M il i ta n t  and 
In te rn a tio n a l S ocia lis t R eview . A p ­
p ly  balance to  M il i ta n t  Fund .

W e —  the  w ife  and I  —  took a 
fo u r-m o n th  t r ip  to M exico . W e 
found  th a t people w ere  eager to 
ta lk  to  us w hen we w ere ju s t stop­
p ing  on the w ay. W e saw enough 
in  M exico  to  convince us th a t a 
showdown is in  the  m ak in g  there.

The N ew  P a rty  [C anada’s re ­
cen tly  founded la b o r p a rty .]  con­
ference got good p u b lic ity  over the 
a ir  waves and in  the press. I t  was 
a p leasure to hear one com m en­
ta to r say th a t the ra n k -a n d -f ile  
trade  un io n is t is fa r  to the le ft  of 
the  Cooperative C om m onw ealth  
Federation.

B.P.J.

Spread the Message
Chicago, 111.

“ M a l-em phasis”  is w h a t one 
fin d s  in  yo u r le tte rs  co lum n of 
Sept. 27 .

One w r ite r  suggested le tte rs  to 
the State D epa rtm en t and W h ite  
House dem anding serious and re a l­
is tic  negotia tions on B e rlin , T h is  
w o u ld  by-pass the  A m erican  peo­
ple. S im ultaneous w ith  such le t­
ters the re  should be an ou tpou ring  
o f s im ila r  le tte rs, p ro p e rly  couched, 
to the  le tte rs  colum ns o f the  la rge - 
c irc u la tio n  newspapers.

In  the same issue o f The M i l i ­
tan t, another w r i te r  addresses 
he rse lf to  D r. T e lle r ’s s tatem ent

abou t ra d ia tio n  be ing “ n o t so 
dangerous.”  Such le tte rs  should 
also be sent in  p ro pe r fo rm  to  the 
la rge  newspapers. In  th a t m anner 
m illio n s  o f o u r fe llo w  citizens can 
be en lightened.

I  have been able to  reach l i t ­
e ra lly  m illio n s  o f people w ith  
le tte rs  to  papers w ith  a com bined 
c irc u la tio n  o f m ore  than a q u a rte r 
o f a b ill io n . Readers in te rested in  
illu s tra te d  m a te r ia l on e ffec tive  
le t te r -w r it in g  techniques m ay 
w r ite  to  me a t 913 W . 69th St., 
Chicago 21.

A lb e r t  B o fm an

Favorite Reading
Iow a  C ity , Iow a

One o f m y  fa v o rite  a rtic les  in  
The M il ita n t  is  the  depa rtm en t en­
t it le d , I t  Wase Reported in  the  
Press. The process o f le tt in g  the 
c a p ita lis t press pa rody its e lf, w i th ­
ou t com m ent, is, I  th in k , a s troke  
o f genius.

D.C .
[A lo n g  w ith  h is  la u d a to ry  com ­

m ents, D .C. enclosed som eth ing 
th a t pleased us even m ore, an ite m  
fro m  the Io w a  C ity  press su itab le  
fo r  I t  Was R eported In  the Press. 
W e hope th a t o ther readers w ho  
en jo y  the co lum n w i l l  fo llo w  su it. 
E d ito r.]

Agrees W ith George Payne
S p rin g fie ld , Mass.

George Payne has w r it te n  a 
cogent le tte r  to  th e  e d ito r rece n tly  
[Sept. 4 & 11 issue.] H e is r ig h t  
w hen he says th a t socialists should 
send th e ir  le tte rs  o f genera l p ro ­
test to  the  ca p ita lis t press. O u r 
le tte rs  in  The M il ita n t  should serve 
the purpose o f c la r ify in g  the o re t­
ic a l and ta c tica l questions.

O u r paper m ust serve the  p u r ­
pose o f coo rd ina tin g  the  m any 
socia lis t m ilita n ts  w ho  are scat­
te red a round the  cou n try , ju s t as 
the Y oung S oc ia lis t serves the  
need o f you th  and the In te rn a ­
tio n a l S oc ia lis t R eview  meets the  
need o f d isc ip lin ed  the o re tica l 
s tudy and discussion.

W e are f ig h t in g  a b a ttle  fo r  the 
m inds o f the masses w ho  need to 
see th e ir  p rob lem s in  th e ir  to ta l, 
s ta rk  re a lity . T he  masses w i l l  no t 
read The M il ita n t ,  because the y  
cannot o r w i l l  n o t read such a pa­
per unless an ag ita to r f i r s t  does a 
good deal o f spadework. Reaching 
the  masses m ust be done o ra lly  
fo r  the  m ost p a rt, a t th is  ju n c tu re , 
b y  com m itted  cadres.

B o th  at home and abroad the  
U.S. is m ov ing  to w a rd  a dead end. 
W hen the ru l in g  class fu l ly  re a l­
izes th is  w e w i l l  be in  fo r  tro u b le  
and fo r  o p p o rtu n ity . I f  w e  have 
v ig o ro u s ly  fo llo w e d  the L e n in is t 
slogan o f “ p a tie n tly  e xp la in ,”  w e 
w i l l  be prepared fo r  v ic to ry . The 
masses w i l l  r a l ly  to us and n o t the 
fascists because w e  w i l l  have b u ilt  
ou r pos ition  f irm ly .  W e w i l l  have 
earned and w on  th e ir  a llegiance.

A.S.

Disagrees
N ew  Y o rk , N .Y .

I  agree w ith  George Payne th a t 
the re  is m uch va lue  in  socialists 
spreading th e ir  v iew s on issues o f 
the day by  w r it in g  le tte rs  to  the 
re g u la r press. B u t I  disagree w ith  
h im  w hen he says th a t “ genera l­
ized c r it ic is m ”  o f th e  status quo 
should no t be sent to  the  le tte rs  
co lum n o f The M il i ta n t  whose 
readers, he seems to assume, are 
a ll convinced socialists.

The M il i ta n t  should n o t o n ly  
in fo rm  and deepen the u n d e r­
s tand ing o f convinced socialists 
b u t should also m ake eve ry  e ffo r t 
to reach and to  convince non­
socialists. I  th in k  m any o f the  le t­
ters in  The M il i ta n t  he lp  in  th is  
and sometimes do i t  m ore e ffec­
t iv e ly  than  the re g u la r a rtic les.

H .C .

Thought for the Week ,
“ C iv il Defense au tho rities  are w o rr ie d  th a t the sudden dem and fo r  

the u n fa m ilia r  products [ fa llo u t  she lte rs ] has b rough t a nu m be r o f 
‘fa s t buck a rtis ts ’ in to  the f ie ld  . . . M isrepresenta tions is a com m on  
com p la in t. ‘W ell, w h a t’s the d iffe rence . They w on ’t  be com ing around  
to  com p la in  i f  i t  doesn’t  w o rk ,’ one salesman responds.” — F ro m  an Oct. 
5 W a ll S tree t J o u rn a l a rtic le  on the  boom  in  fa llo u t shelters.


