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Medina Flays Major Parties 
At Socialist Workers Rally

NEW YO R K — Ju lio  Medina, 
public relations d irector o f the 
Ju ly  26 Movement here, joined 
w ith  other guest speakers at a 
Socialist Workers P arty  election 
ra lly  Oct. 27 in  assailing the reac­
tionary  record of the m ajor par­
ties and stressing the need fo r in ­
dependent, working-class po litica l 
action.

Medina congratulated the SWP 
m ayoralty slate on its f irm  de­
fense of the Cuban revo lu tion  and 
its  m ilita n t opposition to the Re­
publicans and Democrats.

Long before the Cuban revo lu ­
tion, he said, “ the u n ity  of the 
w ork ing  class fo r independent 
po litica l action”  had been a m ajor 
issue fo r h im . Today, he continued, 
revolutionists have the added ob­
liga tion  of bu ild ing  a movement 
to defend the Cuban revo lu tion  — 
“ the f irs t socialist revo lu tion  in  
the Americas.”

Pointing to the need fo r united 
opposition to U.S. cap ita lis t plans 
to smash the Cuban revolution, he 
voiced f irm  confidence in  the fu ­
tu re  of the revo lu tionary  struggle.

N.J. Socialist Bids 
For Protest Vote

“ H isto ry w il l  jo in  you tom orrow ,”  
he declared.

Jean Rubinstein claimed the 
d istinction of being, at 76, the old­
est person at the ra lly . She spoke 
v iv id ly  of her life -long  adherence 
to the socialist cause and her con­
tinu ing  confidence in  its  v ic to ry. 
Scoring the co ld-w ar propaganda 
of the m ajor parties, she heaped 
rid icu le  on the fa llo u t shelter pro­
gram. The best bomb shelter she 
had seen, she said, was the one in  
B e rlin  where H it le r  is buried.

She called fo r a d rive  to regain 
the support of the many radicals 
in  New Y ork  who had p iled up 
impressive votes fo r the Am erican 
Labor Party. “ I ’m  looking fo r the 
day,”  she said, “ when there w il l  
be socialist speakers on the street 
corners a ll over New Y ork .”

Price Backs T icket
W illia m  A. Price, who faces a 

prison te rm  fo r  defying the Senate 
In te rna l Security Subcommittee, 
expressed his appreciation fo r  the 
vigorous defense o f c iv il liberties 
by the SWP slate. He lauded “ the 
in te g rity  of the SWP in  persis­
ten tly  calling fo r the r ig h t of free 
discussion.”  He urged support fo r 
the ticke t and opposition to “ the 
devious logic o f lesser evils.”

Fred Halstead, candidate fo r 
controller, spoke in  place of ma­
yo ra lty  candidate R ichard Garza, 
who was unable to be present be­
cause o f preparations fo r  a TV  
broadcast. Halstead’s speech won 
enthusiastic applause, as d id  those 
o f Clarence F rank lin , candidate 
fo r Manhattan borough president, 
and S ylv ia  Weinstein, candidate 
fo r president o f the c ity  council.

CBS cameramen covered the 
ra lly  fo r  inclusion in  a documen­
ta ry  on the election campaign and 
in terview ed members of the audi­
ence a fte r the meeting.

B y George Lavan
Khrushchev’s public destruction 

of the Sta lin  cu lt constitutes a 
m ajor concession —  the greatest 
to  date —  to the intense desire of 
the Soviet people fo r democratiza­
tion  o f th e ir society. I t  unques­
tionab ly m arks the beginning o f a 
new era in  the USSR. I t  opens the 
floodgates of long-repressed pop­
u la r hatred and critic ism  o f gov­
ernment abuses suffered under 
Stalin. B u t popular denunciations 
and critic ism s o f the recent past 
w il l  not be long in  moving to the 
abuses of the present.

Recognizing the power and i r -  
repressib ility  of the mounting 
tide of popular feeling, K h ru ­
shchev prefers r id in g  w ith  i t  to 
try in g  to stop it.  Indeed, he even 
tries to harness i t  fo r  his own 
ends -  to give the sledge-ham­
m er force of pub lic sentiment to 
his smashing of his form er riva ls  
inside the K re m lin  and to back his 
fore ign po licy over Peking’s ob­
jections. Nonetheless the tid a l 
wave Khrushchev is helping to 
unleash w il l  in  tim e  threaten the 
very foundation o f his own ru le  —  
the priv ileged bureaucracy he rep­
resents.

The ju s t concluded 22nd Con­
gress of the Communist P arty  of 
the Soviet U nion accomplished the 
de fin itive  smashing o f the S ta lin  
cult. I t  w ent much fu rth e r in  ex­
posing the almost unbelievable 
b ru ta lity , sadism and in justice of 
tha t despot’s ru le  than had the 
20th Congress in  1956,

W hile  the 20th Congress f irs t 
leg itim ized public critic ism  of 
Stalin, i t  d id  so on ly p a rtia lly  and 
equivocally. The fact tha t K h ru - 
schev’s speech o f tha t tim e was 
not published in  the USSR, so tha t 
o rd ina ry  people could only guess 
at w hat had been said from  ru ­
mors allowed to tr ick le  down, and 
the fact tha t o ffic ia l mentions of 
S ta lin ’s “ excesses”  were often ba l­
anced w ith  o ffic ia l mentions of 
his “ contributions,”  kept a large 
section o f the w ary  populace from  
g iv ing  vent pub lic ly  to  th e ir true 
feelings. Who could te ll, a tu rn  
of the po litica l wheel and w hat 
one had said m igh t be used against 
h im . Under those conditions only 
the bolder among the intellectuals 
and workers spoke out.

B u t the symbolic act of rem ov­
ing  S ta lin ’s body fro m  the mau­
soleum in  Red Square as u n fit  to

Reproduction of a cartoon by Laura G rey on the occasion of 
Sta lin ’s death. Published in  The M ilita n t M arch 16, 1953 under the  
caption, “The Judgment of H istory.”

be there demonstrates to the most 
cautious and unpo litica l tha t the 
ty ran t, who fo r  long was defied by 
the government and party  appar­
atus, has now been de fin itive ly  
repudiated.

Khrushchev was confronted 
w ith  tw o tasks at th is  recent Con­
gress: dealing w ith  Peking’s op­
position to his fore ign po licy and 
f in a l disposition o f his r iva ls  in  

(Continued on Page 2)

N. C. 'Kidnap' Trial Put Off; 
Defendants Released on Bail

NOV. 1 —  Three defendants in  
the Monroe, N.C., racist “ kidnap”  
fram e-up won release on ba il yes­
terday a fte r the prosecution suc­
ceeded, over objections by defense 
counsel, in  w inn ing  postponement 
o f th e ir tria ls . The three are 
R ichard Crowder and H arold 
Reape, Negro youths 19 and 17, 
respectively, o f Monroe, and John 
C. Low ry, 19, w h ite  Freedom 
R ider fro m  New York.

Judge A lle n  G w yn o f the Union 
County Superior Court granted 
the prosecution m otion fo r  a post­
ponement so there m ight be a 
consolidated tr ia l o f a ll fou r 
defendants in  the “ kidnap”  case

Dr. Rubinstein Urges Support for SWP Slate

R uth Shim insky

N EW AR K —  R uth Shim insky, 
Socialist W orkers P a rty  candidate 
fo r  governor, called fo r a socialist 
protest vote against the “ absolute 
fa ilu re  o f e ither m ajor party  can­
didate to p u t fo rw ard  a single 
basic proposal fo r  the solution of 
the problems facing the workers 
and the Negro people o f th is 
state.”

“ I f  ever there was a case of the 
same bad medicine being poured 
from  tw o bottles, th is is i t , ”  she 
said. P oin ting to the continuing 
w ide unemployment in  the state, 
p a rticu la rly  among Negro w o rk ­
ers, she charged tha t Hughes, the 
Democrat, and M itche ll, the Re­
publican, had devoted themselves 
to a m ud-sling ing campaign be­
cause neither have anyth ing to 
o ffe r in  the way of a serious p ro ­
gram.

The fo llow ing  is the te x t of a 
message to the Oct. 27 election 
ra lly  o f the Socialist W orkers 
P a rty  in  New Y o rk  from  D r. A n ­
nette T. Rubinstein. A u tho r and 
lite ra ry  critic , D r. Rubinstein was 
a leader of the Am erican Labor 
P a rty  and the Independent-So­
cia list candidate fo r  L t. Governor 
of New Y o rk  in  1958.

*  *  *

I  am tru ly  sorry tha t a previous 
comm itment to a lecture course on 
Long Island prevents m y jo in ing  
you ton igh t in  support of R ichard 
Garza’s m ayora lty candidacy.

I  w orked closely w ith  D ick G ar­
za in  1958 in  the U nited Socialist 
gubernatorial campaign, bu t a l­
though I  then learned to respect 
and like  h im  very  much personal­
ly, I  am not supporting his can­
didacy fo r  that reason.

N or do I  support h im  and his 
runn ing  mates because I  am in 
complete agreement w ith  them or 
w ith  the pa rty  to w hich they be­
long.

C erta in ly  I  sympathize w ith  the 
objectives of the Socialist W ork­
ers P arty  and indorse many of its

specific policies, bu t I  also dis­
agree either tactica lly  o r in  p r in ­
ciple w ith  many others. However 
I  am  in  complete and enthusiastic 
agreement w ith  th e ir consistent 
refusal to fool themselves or others 
by ra tiona liz ing a “ lesser e v il”  in  
a choice between a N ixon and a 
Kennedy or a Le fkow itz  and a 
Wagner, w ith  the b i-pa rtisan  cold- 
w a r policies and the b i-partisan  
corruption both the Republicans 
and Democrats unquestionably 
represent.

Furtherm ore, I  have only the 
most whole hearted adm iration fo r 
the dogged determ ination, the 
deep devotion and the selfless sin­
cerity  w ith  w hich its  members 
undertake the arduous task of 
u tiliz in g  every election period to 
carry on the w o rk  of socialist ed­
ucation and to b ring  the real 
meaning of the b i-partisan  greater 
e v il to the electorate.

The only m eaningful vote in  
New Y ork  today is, as i t  was in  
the entire U nited States last year, 
a protest vote. The only meaning­
fu l protest here th is November is 
the one presented by a genuine

socialist candidacy —  the can­
didacy of R ichard Garza and his 
runn ing  mates Fred Halstead, S y l­
v ia  Weinstein and Clarence F rank­
lin .

I  w ould have preferred to sup­
po rt a broader un ited socialist 
ticket. So, I  th ink , w ould they. I t  
is not th e ir fa u lt nor tha t of the ir 
pa rty  tha t we do not have such an 
a lternative in  New Y ork  th is year. 
A  rea lly  impressive vote fo r them 
November 7 w ould help us bu ild  
such an alternative fo r 1964.

I  urge a ll those interested in  
carry ing on the m ilita n t Am erican 
trad ition  of Eugene V. Debs and 
V ito  Marcantonio to jo in  in  p ro­
testing the b i-partisan  Republicrat 
denials of disarmament, c iv il l ib ­
erty, rac ia l equa lity  and decent 
liv in g  conditions. Vote against 
both the personally corrupt rep­
resentatives of the impersonal ev il 
w h ich rules Am erican po litica l life  
today. Vote fo r  a socialist candi­
date now, and fo r  the chance to 
bu ild  a broader, more effective 
socialist and peace protest move­
ment fo r  the next presidential 
election.

Ill

New York  Vote Socialist Workers  New Jersey
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Destruction of Stalin "Cult" 
Concession to Soviet People

N. Y. Forum to Hear 
O'Connor on Cuba

NEW YO R K —  James O’Connor, 
economist at Barnard College, who 
has ju s t returned from  a tou r o f 
Cuba, w il l  report on recent de­
velopments there at a meeting o f 
the M ilita n t Labor Forum.

The meeting w il l  be held F r i­
day, Nov. 10, 8:30 p.m., at 116 
U n ivers ity  Place.

O’Connor w i l l  discuss recent 
changes in  the po litica l structure 
of the revolution, the present sta­
tus of the Cuban economy, and 
the mood o f the Cuban people.

He is the author of a w ide ly  
quoted series of articles in  the 
magazine, The Progressive, based 
on an earlie r tr ip  to Cuba.

i f  N orth  Carolina succeeds in  la y ­
ing hands on Mrs. Mae M allo ry, 
who is figh ting  extrad ition  from  
Ohio. A  hearing in  her ex trad i­
tion  proceedings is scheduled fo r 
Nov. 22. The postponement grant­
ed in  Monroe is u n til February.

Defense attorneys in  Monroe 
succeeded in  having the extrem ely 
high ba il set on the three youths 
reduced in  v iew  of the state-re­
quested postponement. Th is per­
m itted  the Committee to A id  the 
Monroe Defendants to u tilize  a 
$15,000 bond previously posted fo r  
R ichard Crowder as ba il fo r  a ll 
three.

The emergence of a ll the de­
fendants from  the U nion County 
ja i l  was an occasion fo r  celebra­
tion  by c iv il rights fighters in  the 
K u  K lux-dom ina ted  city. The col­
ored com m unity rejoiced at th e ir  
release as a f irs t taste of v ic to ry .

Crowder, president of the M on­
roe N on-V io lent A ction  C om m it­
tee, and Reape, an active member 
of the same organization, reside 

(Continued on Page 2)
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the “ collective leadership”  who 
had tr ied  to unseat h im  in  1957. 
In  both cases the Soviet P rem ier’s 
strategy was to label his opponents 
as “ S talin ists”  —  this, as fa r  as 
the Soviet and East European 
masses are concerned, is the most 
pow erfu l weapon he could have 
used. S ta lin ism  or the “ S ta lin  
cu lt,”  to  use the euphemism coined 
a t the 20th Congress, represents 
everyth ing the Soviet masses, and 
p a rticu la rly  the young generation, 
hate. In  the fie ld  of po litics i t  
stands fo r  ru le  by police te rro r 
and concentration camps; in  eco­
nomics fo r  disregarding the w o rk ­
ers and peasants’ desires fo r im ­
proved liv in g  standards; regarding 
nationalities i t  stands fo r Great 
Russian chauvinism, contempt fo r 
the aspirations of m in o rity  peoples 
and fo r anti-Sem itism ; in  culture 
i t  stands fo r r ig id  thought control 
and regimentation. Successfully 
p inn ing  the label o f S talin ism  on 
his opponents assured Khrushchev 
o f the overwhelm ing support of 
the Soviet people against them.

N or was i t  d iff ic u lt. The d ip lo ­
m atic niceties s ti l l  inh ib ited  
Khrushchev and Chou E n -la i from  
attacking each other’s regime by 
name, confin ing the argum ent to 
A lbania. The la tte r is a regime by 
club and  gun —  a perfect replica 
in  m in ia ture, of S ta lin is t Russia 
in  the 1930’s. Though K h ru ­
shchev’s po licy o f “ peaceful coex­
istence”  is b u t a continuation of 
S ta lin ’s nationalist fore ign policy, 
he was enabled to portray  i t  as 
a new departure and to  denounce 
A lban ia ’s and Peking’s po licy as 
the old S ta lin is t “ dogmatism.”

“ A n ti-P a rty  Group”
W ith  even more te lling  effect 

was the label S ta lin is t used against 
the so-called “ an ti-p a rty  group,”  
i.e. the coalition headed by M o­
lotov, Kaganovich, Malenkov, 
Voroshilov and Shepilov, w hich 
had won a m a jo rity  in  the Prae- 
s id ium  in  1957 and had unsuccess­
fu l ly  tr ied  to oust Khrushchev.

The 22nd Congress marked the ir 
u tte r po litica l ru in . A t the 20th 
Congress Khrushchev had re ­
fra ined from  going in to  the in ­
famous M o s c o w  “ Confession”  
T ria ls  of the 1930’s, only im p ly ing  
th a t they too were fram e-ups as 
were la te r show tr ia ls  and purges. 
Th is tim e Khrushchev’s attack 
w ent d irec tly  to those Moscow 
Tria ls.

Indeed the g ris ly  record back to 
1934 and the K iro v  assassination 
was pub lic ly  probed. I t  was K i ­
ro v ’s assassination w hich served 
S ta lin  as the p re text fo r  staging 
the Moscow tr ia ls  and k ill in g  o ff 
almost a ll su rv iv ing  leaders o f the 
Bolshevik Revolution, save fo r a 
degenerate hand fu l w il lin g  to  jo in  
h im  in  th is  mass fra tric ide . These 
were the fram e-up tr ia ls  w hich 
proclaimed such comrades of Le­
n in  as T rotsky, Z inoviev, Kame­
nev, Radek and B ukharin  to be 
fascists and spies, h ire lings of 
H it le r  and the M ikado. They were 
the prelude to mass purges w hich 
sent m illions to the f ir in g  squads 
and concentration camps.

From  the 22nd Congress’ open­
ing  on Oct. 17 to the closing ses­
sion, Khrushchev’s opponents were

Weekly Calendar
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Two Sunday Classes. Through Nov. 26. 
( 1) C urrent Economic Thinking in the  
Light o f Marxist Theory. In s tru c to r, 
Theodore Edwards. Each S unday a t  11 
a.m . (2 ) S trategy in the Struggle for 
N egro  Liberation in the U.S. By N egro  
A ffairs  C om m ittee , M ili ta n t  Lab o r Forum. 
Each Sunday a t 12:30 p.m. A ll ses­
sions a t Forum H a ll, 1702 E. 4th St. 
C o n tr ib . 50 cents p e r session. Ausp. 
M i li ta n t  Labo r Forum.

*  *  *

The W o rld  C onflic t Between C a p ita l­
ism and Socialism —  The New Khrushchev 
Program and the Lenin Program. Speak­
ers: M ilton A lvin, S o c ia lis t W orke rs  Par­
ty , and Bennett Tangen, Y oung S oc ia lis t 
A llia n c e . Sat., Nov. 11, 8:15 p .m . 1702 E. 
4th  St. C o n tr ib .  75 cents. (S tudents 25 
cents.) A usp . SW P and YSA.

denounced fo r com plic ity in  
S ta lin ’s frame-ups.

In  his keynote speech K h ru ­
shchev fo r the f irs t tim e in  public 
added the name of Marshal V oro­
shilov to the lis t o f “ an ti-pa rty  
group”  leaders. “ T he ir position 
was no accident,”  declared K h ru - 
schev. “ They bear personal re ­
sponsib ility  fo r  mass repressions 
against party, government, eco­
nomic, m ilita ry  and Communist 
youth o ffic ia ls and fo r  s im ila r 
phenomena during  the period of 
the cu lt o f personality.”

Denounce “Stalinists”
Follow ing Khrushchev’s lead 

every m ajor speaker added to the 
exposures and accusations against 
the “ Stalinists.”

N iko la i M. Shvernik, head of 
the p a rty ’s control commission, 
said tha t in  rehab ilita ting  innocent 
v ic tim s o f the S ta lin  era his com­
mission had “ encountered grave 
consequences o f the a rb itra ry  ac­
tions and in iqu ities perpetrated 
personally by Malenkov, Kagano­
vich, and Molotov.”  Records 
showed, he said, tha t Malenkov 
was personally responsible fo r 
purges on fa ls ified  charges in  Bye­
lorussia in  1937 and Leningrad 
in  1949. M olotov had tr ied  to give 
the purges a “ theoretical base.”  
Several instances o f M olotov’s 
cynical crue lty  tow ard purge v ic ­
tim s were cited. A n  instance o f 
M olotov’s “ extreme cynicism”  re l­
ated by  Shvern ik was his false 
exaggeration o f a ve ry  m inor auto 
accident in  1934 in to  an “ assas­
sination attem pt”  fo r  w hich a 
group o f innocent people were 
tr ied  and condemned.

A lexander N. Shelepin, cha ir­
man o f the Soviet State Security 
Committee, to ld  the Congress tha t 
M alenkov along w ith  Beria (fo r­
mer secret police head) had 
purged A rm enian leaders as 
scapegoats fo r  the m urder of an 
Arm enian Communist l e a d e r  
whom Beria had k illed .

“ You sometimes wonder how 
these people could ca lm ly w a lk  
the earth and sleep in  peace,”  said 
Shelepin. “ They must have been 
plagued by  nightmares. They must 
have heard the sobs and curses of 
mothers, w ives and ch ildren of 
th e ir innocently condemned com­
rades.”

K irov Assassination
W ith  great deta il Khrushchev 

h im self to ld  w hy i t  was most lik e ­
ly  tha t S ta lin ’s own secret police 
had engineered K iro v ’s death in  
1934. Unmentioned was the fact 
tha t th is  was the analysis made at 
the tim e by Leon T ro tsky in  a 
pam phlet entitled  “ The K iro v  As­
sassination.”

As the Congress progressed fo r ­
eign correspondents heard increas­
ing  rum ors about student meetings 
in  Moscow U n ive rs ity  demanding 
the rem oval o f S ta lin ’s body from  
the tomb in  Red Square. This was 
unanim ously voted by the Con­
gress on Oct. 30.

I t  is true  tha t the members of 
the “ a n ti-pa rty  group”  are a ll 
stained w ith  S ta lin ’s crimes. B u t 
th is is true also o f Khrushchev 
and his p rinc ipa l supporters. A l l  
rose w ith in  the bureaucracy under 
S ta lin  and could do so on ly by 
collaborating in  the te rro r and 
fram e-up by w hich he ruled.

Thus Kaganovich, now expelled 
fo r his crimes in  the Ukraine, 
brought Khrushchev in to  the 
Moscow pa rty  hierarchy. M alen­
kov, who a fte r S ta lin ’s death made 
the f irs t essay to restore “ socialist 
lega lity ”  (i.e. curbing the secret 
police) and increase consumers’ 
goods production, was ousted by 
a coalition in  w hich Khrushchev 
played a leading ro le in  the name 
of preserving the good old (S ta lin) 
policies.

In  heaping a ll the blame fo r 
S talin ism  on his defeated oppon­
ents Khrushchev hopes to erase 
his own reprehensible record from  
popular memory. W hile  the Soviet 
masses jo y fu lly  accept the blows 
he now delivers against the S ta lin  
cu lt and proven partic ipants in  its 
crimes, i t  is u n like ly  tha t they 
or h is to ry  w i l l  be cajoled in to 
fo rge tting  whence Khrushchev 
came or w ha t his record was.

(Continued from  Page 1)
in  Monroe and rejoined the ir 
fam ilies. L o w ry  has le ft Monroe 
fo r his home in  New Y ork  C ity.

Conrad L yn n  of New York, 
counsel fo r the Committee to A id  
the Monroe Defendants, appeared 
in  court fo r  Crowder and Reape. 
W illia m  Kunstler, also of New 
York, counsel fo r  the Southern 
Conference Leadership Council, 
appeared fo r Low ry.

The fig h t against the “ k idnap”  
and shooting fram e-ups had sev­
eral by-products in  U nion County 
yesterday.

One was the unprecedented 
raising o f the charge against a 
w h ite  man, H enry J. F ife r, from  
assault on a woman to f irs t de­
gree rape. The p la in t if f  is Rose 
Funderburk, a Negro g ir l o f the 
county who was raped by four 
w h ite  men. She has positive ly 
iden tified  at least two, bu t only 
F ife r has been brought to tr ia l. 
O rd in a rily  such offenses by w hite  
men against Negro women in  the 
county are overlooked by the 
authorities or treated as m inor 
offenses. The glare o f p u b lic ity  
focused on racist practices there, 
as w e ll as the presence o f c iv il 
r igh ts  attorneys, L yn n  and K unst­
le r, apparently caused local o f f i­
cials not on ly to  b ring  one o f the 
accused to tr ia l  b u t to t r y  h im  
fo r  the actual crim e alleged 
against him .

A  second by-p roduct was the 
committing  o f H oward Stack to  a 
m ental hospital. He was declared 
insane by the court the evening 
p rio r to the hearing in  the “ k id ­
nap”  case. The Committee to A id  
the Monroe Defendants had 
brought about a federal investiga­
tion  of Stack’s beating o f Freedom 
R ider R ichard G risw old  in  the 
Union County ja il. The CAMD 
had obtained a handw ritten  signed

Congratulations to Chicago, San 
Francisco and the T w in  Cities 
who have ju s t h it  the top —  thus 
jo in in g  the earlie r arriva ls, Boston 
and St. Louis!

This week I  w an t to share w ith  
you some of the fine  letters re ­
ceived w ith  contributions from  
M ilita n t readers.

A. G. of A v e r ill Park, N. Y., 
w rites: “ Keep up the good w ork. 
Maybe we’l l  p u t i t  over yet.”

Mrs. M . D. F. of Hobart, Ind., 
says: “ Here is m y  do lla r fo r  your 
tru th . W ish i t  could be more.”

B. A . of Philadelphia w rites: 
“ Enclosed fin d  check in  answer 
to your appeal. I  realize i t ’s a m or­
sel fo r the tremendous job you 
are confronted w ith  and I  w i l l  t r y  
to  raise something in  the near 
fu tu re . Thanks fo r the remarkable 
job  you are doing.”

Another ve ry  fine  le tte r from

the “ apple-knocking”  section of 
M ichigan is in  Letters fro m  Our 
Readers column.

There have been quite a few  
unsigned notes, w ith  as much as 
$5 pinned to several, each o f them 
saying in  various words: “ Here is 
m y T ru th  D o lla r.”

We also had a $2 contribution 
from  an old fr iend  in  P ittsburgh, 
who said, “ Can you lis t P itts ­
burgh? I t  m igh t inspire some more 
contributions from  th is c ity .”  I t  
was not possible, at th is late stage, 
to lis t another c ity, b u t we do 
hope Leona’s contribu tion  w il l  in ­
spire some more o f our old friends 
from  tha t area to help us.

N ext week m arks the end of 
th is campaign. We stand at 82 per 
cent as of today —  and have every 
confidence tha t when the next 
scoreboard appears i t  w i l l  show 
tha t we have gone Over The Top!

Fund Scoreboard
City Quota Paid Percent

San Francisco $ 6 0 0 .0 0 S 612.00 102
Boston 6 0 0 .0 0 6 0 5 .0 0 101
St. Louis 9 5 .0 0 9 5 .0 0 100
T w in  Cities 1 ,3 0 0 .0 0 1 .3 0 0 .0 0 100
Chicago 9 0 0 .0 0 * 9 0 0 .0 0 100
D etro it 665.00 640.00 98
Denver 100.00 97.00 97
Connecticut 160.00 145.00 91
San Diego 300.00 265.00 88
Newark 160.00 138.00 86
Philadelphia 320.00 247.00 80
Los Angeles 5,300.00 4,233.00 80
New Y ork 4,700.00 3,398.00 72
Berkeley-Oakland 530.00 362.00 68
Cleveland 530.00 339.00 64
Seattle 530.00 312.00 59
A llen tow n 130.00 67.00 52
M ilwaukee 320.00 95.00 30
General 202.00

TOTALS $17,240 $14,052 82
through Oct. 30

 'Thanks for a Remarkable Job'
B y M arve l Scholl 

M ilitant Fund Director

Boycott of Colgate 
Palmolive Products

A  call fo r a boycott o f Colgate 
Palm olive Company products is 
being sounded throughout the 
country. The movement was in i­
tia ted by Local 6 of the In te rna­
tiona l Longshoremen’s and W are­
housemen’s Union (Independent) 
to back up its  s trike  fo r a new con­
trac t at the company’s p lan t in  
Berkeley, C alif.

In fo rm ation  about the issues in  
the strike  and the company’s an ti­
labor attitude has been sent to a ll 
centra l labor bodies in  the U.S. 
and a “ Boycott Bus”  has set out 
on a cross-country tr ip  d is tr ib u t­
ing  boycott leaflets.

The old contract expired A p r il 
1, 1961 bu t Local 6 continued 
negotiations w ithou t s tr ik ing  un ­
t i l  Sept. 15. The union wants im ­
provement of wages, w hich are 30 
cents an hour less than the area 
and industry  pattern. The com­
pany’s unyie ld ing stand both be­
fore and a fte r the w a lkou t can be 
explained by the fact tha t i t  has 
three other plants operating in  the 
U.S.

Boycott leaflets have been dis­
tr ibu ted  by  IL W U  members 
throughout C a lifo rn ia  in  fro n t of 
store and markets selling Colgate 
Palm olive products. O ther brand 
names under w h ich  Colgate Palm ­
olive re ta ils its products, w hich 
are also on the boycott lis t, in ­
clude: A jax , Fab, Vel, W ild roo t 
Cream O il, H alo Shampoo, Cash- 
mere Bouquet, Lustre Creme and 
Poise.

In  addition to so lidarity  in  sup­
porting  the boycott, the union is 
also asking people to w rite  letters 
to the company announcing the ir 
support of the boycott and asking 
w hy  the company refuses to a rb i­
tra te  the strike in  Berkeley. Such 
letters or cards should be ad­
dressed to: George Lesch, Presi­
dent; Colgate Palm olive Company; 
300 P ark Ave.; New Y o rk  22, N. Y.

Brooklyn Tenants 
Fight Eviction Plan

BRO OKLYN, N.Y. —  Some 
1,500 fam ilies in  the W illiam sburg 
area are faced w ith  the th rea t of 
being forced out of th e ir homes 
before they have a decent place to 
move to. S team -roller tactics are 
being employed by priva te  b u ild ­
ers to clear the w ay fo r the c ity - 
subsidized L indsay housing de­
velopment.

A bout 250 fam ilies have already 
been given vacate notices and are 
supposed to be out w ith in  a month. 
People are already being deprived 
o f heat and hot w ater as a means 
o f pu tting  pressure on them to get 
out.

A  tenants league has been 
form ed in  the area. I t  is demand­
ing tha t no fam ilies be evicted 
u n til they have proper new quar­
ters and tha t financ ia l help be 
given those who need i t  fo r secu­
r i ty  on new apartments, etc. The 
league is also fig h tin g  fo r proper 
maintenance o f the area as long as 
people are liv in g  there. The or­
ganization’s address is: Provisional 
Committee o f W illiam sburg Ten­
ants, W illia m sburg Settlement, 17 
Montrose Ave., Brooklyn, N.Y.

Special Offer 
To New Readers

A  four-m onth  tr ia l sub­
scription to The M ilita n t for 
only 50 cents. Send this cou­
pon w ith  paym ent to: The  
M ilita n t, 116 U n i v e r s i t y  
Place, N ew  Y o rk  3, N .Y .

Name .............................................

Street .............................................

C ity ...............................Zone____

State ...............................................

 Destruction of Stalin “ Cult" ... Monroe  Kidnap' Trial Put Off
confession by M ack stating that 
he had beaten the prisoner by pre­
arrangement w ith  Monroe police 
o ffic ia ls. The police had promised 
h im  tha t in  re tu rn  bad check and 
assault charges pending against 
h im  w ould be dropped. However, 
the confession continued, he had 
been released only fo r tw o weeks 
then had been picked up again 
on the same charges. Out of anger 
a t th is  double-cross, Stack made 
the confession.

The o rig ina l o f th is confession 
was sent to  A tto rney  General 
Kennedy by CAM D A tto rney 
Conrad Lynn. F B I agents subse­
quently inter-viewed G risw old  and 
another Freedom R ider who had 
witnessed part of the beating. 
Presumably they had also queried 
Stack and Monroe officia ls. The 
CAM D is now investigating to 
determine whether the sudden 
comm itment of Stack as a mental 
case is not part o f an attem pt by 
Union County o ffic ia ls  to prevent 
a fu l l  investigation of his confes­
sion.

 J. P. Cannon Undergoes 
Successful Operation

LOS ANGELES, Nov. 1 — James 
P. Cannon, nationa l chairm an of 
the Socialist W orkers Party, is 
recuperating in  excellent fashion 
from  an eye operation. Removal 
o f a cataract was made d if f ic u lt  
by corneal complications, b u t the 
doctors report the operation was 
successful and tha t a fte r the nec­
essary period of convalescence he 
w il l  have use of the eye.

Friends who w ish to w rite  to 
h im  may do so care of the So­
c ia lis t W orkers P a rty ’s national 
office, 116 U n ive rs ity  Place, New 
Y ork  3, N. Y .
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What a Socialist Mayor Would Do

No U.S. Troops for Diem!
General M axw e ll Taylor, Kennedy’s special m ilita ry  advisor, 

has re tu rned from  Saigon w ith  a request from  the government 
o f Ngo D inh  D iem  fo r U.S. combat un its  to be com m itted to the 
g u e rr illa  w a rfa re  in  South V ietnam .

The U.S. government has already sunk $1.5 b ill io n  in to  D iem ’s 
governm ent and a lready has a group o f U.S. m ilita ry  men “ in  the 
fie ld ”  against the guerrillas. B u t even the U.S. commercial press 
w hich is h e ll bent fo r “ saving”  V ie tnam  from  the V ie t Cong 
peasant revolutionaries, cannot conceal the fact tha t D iem ’s gov­
ernm ent is hated by the mass o f the people o f South V ietnam .

In  the lib e ra l New Y o rk  Post of Oct. 29, Theodore Kaghan 
w rites : “ D iem  is w e ll meaning, bu t he is insecure and in  his 
insecurity  he is oppressive. The peasant is a fra id  because of th is 
oppression w hich  takes the fo rm  o f secret police, unrestra ined 
conduct o f troops, perem ptory and unexplained government ac­
tions . . . ”

In  the Oct. 21 issue o f the conservative New Y o rk  W orld  Tele­
gram, G ard iner B. Jones w rites : “ D iem ’s ru le , i t  is said by a n ti-  
Com m unist critics, began as au thorita rian , and became by stages 
autocratic, personal, clannish and f in a lly  an o ld-fashioned de­
spotic O rien ta l governm ent compromised by co rrup tion  . . . D iem 
reported ly  trusts nobody bu t h is closest re latives and refuses to 
lis ten  to any c ritic ism  o f them  . . .  I t  is not w ith o u t significance 
th a t ‘D iem ocracy’ includes ‘p o litica l re-education ’ camps where 
about 25,000 ‘opponents’ are confined.”

I t  is an outrage th a t U.S. soldiers should be sent to  r is k  th e ir 
lives defending such a regime against the ju s tif ie d  w ra th  of the 
Vietnamese population. The request fo r fu rth e r com m itm ent of 
U.S. forces should be refused and a ll forces and aid presently 
com m itted should be im m edia te ly  w ithd raw n .

Diluted Blood
The com pelling need fo r socialized m edicine in  th is  country 

was pointed up  in  g ris ly  fashion w ith  the Nov. 1 reve la tion tha t 
New Y o rk ’s c ity  hospitals have been ordered not to use blood 
purchased from  comm ercial blood banks in  the area. Investiga­
tio n  had revealed tha t outdated, useless and dangerous blood 
and plasma was being sold by a num ber o f firm s.

W hole blood from  donors m ust be used w ith in  three weeks. 
A t  least one f irm  was said to have changed the labels on blood 
to keep i t  w ith in  th is  tim e  lim it .  A nother is accused o f proces­
sing o ld  blood in to  plasma.

I t  is also suspected th a t some firm s, in  an almost unbe liev­
able th irs t fo r p ro fits , have been d ilu tin g  the blood they sell.

I t  was learned th a t outdated blood had been used in  a ship­
m ent o f plasma th a t w en t to  Cuba. A u tho rities  said Havana 
had been n o tifie d  of this.

P riva te  m edical care has become an extrem ely lucra tive  
business in  th is  country, w ith  doctors now  enjoying the highest 
income o f any professional group. M any people are coming to 
realize th a t the Am erican M edica l Association’s v iru le n t cam­
paign against anyth ing  smacking of socialized medicine is mo­
tiva ted  by a fear tha t proper pub lic  hea lth  care w ou ld  cu t in to  
lush pro fits .

B u t d id  you th in k  th a t p ro fiteers w ou ld  go so fa r  as to w ater 
blood fo r  the sake o f an extra  buck?

An Unfit Postmaster General
A  h ithe rto  overlooked member of Kennedy’s Cabinet is J. 

Edw ard Day, the Postmaster General. He made the papers some 
tim e back when, w ith  considerable fanfare, he announced a new 
“ code o f ethics”  fo r  post o ffice workers. Now his ethics may be 
judged by a case in  Savannah, Georgia.

D e live ring  m a il in tha t c ity  fo r  16 years was Westley W. 
Law , who on his own tim e is president of the Savannah N AACP 
and state NAACP. He led the successful 15-month boycott 
against downtown Savannah departm ent stores at whose lunch 
counters Negro youths had been arrested.

The in fu ria te d  racists swore to get W. W. Law . Rep. J. E. 
Hagans got elected to Congress on promises to W h ite  Citizens 
Council audiences to have L aw  fire d  from  the Post O ffice. This 
is precisely w ha t happened on Sept. 8. On Sept. 29 a departm enta l 
grievance committee reviewed the trum ped-up  charges and voted 
tw o -to -one  fo r L a w ’s reinstatem ent w ith  back pay. B u t Post O f­
fice  o ffic ia ls  said Law  w ou ld  stay fired .

The N AAC P and o ther c iv il- r ig h ts  organizations brought 
pressure to  bear on W ashington and Postmaster General Day 
fin a lly  got w ord  from  h igher up to reinstate Law. He did so w ith  
a statement w hich fo r bad tem per and s c u rr ility  sets a new low  
even fo r Washington. Law , he said, was “ an unsuitable employe” 
whom  he “ w ou ld  not w an t de livering  m a il to m y fa m ily ’s home.”

W hat a reactionary and crum m y lo t the “ new fron tie rsm en”  
o f the Kennedy adm in istra tion  are showing themselves to be.

(The fo llow ing  are excerpts 
from  an Oct. 26 in te rv iew  w ith  
R ichard Garza, Socialist Workers 
nominee fo r mayor of New York, 
over radio station WOR.)

Question. Perhaps our audience 
w ould like  to hear a lit t le  about 
you and your qualifications fo r o f­
fice.

Answer. I  th in k  tha t one of m y 
best qualifications is re a lly  know ­
ing  w hat life  is lik e  in  th is city, 
w hat the problems are of the vast 
m a jo rity  of the people. I ’m  33, 
m arried, and raising three ch il­
dren on the Low er East Side. I ’ve 
been a w ork ing  man most of my 
life  and a union member since 
I  was 17. M y w ife  and I  both w ork  
to try  to keep up w ith  ris ing 
prices.

L ike  most of you, we’re con­
cerned about m aking life  better 
fo r our children and w orried about 
the danger of nuclear war. We 
have to face the day-to-day prob­
lems o f keeping jobs, the schools 
our ch ildren go to, conditions on 
the streets, and the fu tu re  educa­
tion  o f our fam ily . I  th in k  these 
experiences q u a lify  me more than 
the adm in istra tive experience 
could, although I ’ve had tha t too, 
in  union life , and in  the Socialist 
W orkers Party.

Q. I ’m  sure you realize, M r. 
Garza, tha t your chances o f w in ­
n ing th is election are slight. Can 
you te ll me then, w hy you’re  ru n ­
ning?

A. There are many reasons. One 
is tha t the members of m y party 
feel that we have to speak out 
against the te rro r directed against 
the people by the th reat of nu­
clear w ar; tha t we have to protest 
the psychologizing of our children 
to an unknown te rro r and horror 
by m aking them go through a ir­
ra id  d rills  where they hide the ir 
head under th e ir desks; tha t we 
have to expose the hoax tha t fa l l­
out shelters can protect the people 
against a bomb capable of burn ing 
everyth ing from  New Y o rk  to 
Poughkeepsie. Fa llou t shelters w il l  
on ly  be crematoriums fo r  the peo­
ple inside.

I ’m  runn ing  also to speak fo r the 
m illions o f people who don’t  have 
a pa rty  to represent them. They 
include the thousands of young­
sters between 16 and 21 who have 
fin ished school and can’t  f in d  jobs. 
The thousands on welfare, not be­
cause they don’t  w ork, bu t be­
cause the ir employers don’t  pay 
them a liv in g  wage.

I  w an t to  speak out fo r the Ne­
gros and Puerto Ricans who face 
d iscrim ination in  h ir in g  and hous­
ings the hundreds o f thousands of 
ch ildren in  ra t-in fested schools. I  
w ant to  speak fo r many o f the 
e lderly people o f th is city, who, 
a fte r lives o f w ork, can’t  get ade­
quate medical care or decent 
places to live  because p ro fits  come 
firs t.

Another reason is to challenge 
the tw o -pa rty  system tha t actual­
ly  represents on ly one group of 
people —  the rich . Both the Re­
publicans and Democrats rep­
resent the b ig  rea l estate interests, 
the employers and the financiers.

Q. You’ve mentioned many of 
the problems that everyone agrees 
plague this city. W hat w ould you 
do about these problems i f  you 
were elected?

A. We have many proposals tha t
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Richard Garza

are d iffe ren t from  those of Le fko - 
w itz  and Wagner. L e t me start by 
te lling  you tha t they plan to  do 
about crime. Le fkow itz  wants to 
h ire  6,000 more cops. Wagner 
wants to make punishments 
tougher and establish a labor 
corps fo r juven ile  delinquents.

D id  you know  tha t the number 
of policemen in  th is  c ity  has 
jum ped 17 per cent in  the last ten 
years w h ile  our population has 
barely increased? Y e t the c ity  
hasn’t  become safer. I t  appears 
tha t the more police you add the 
unsafer i t  gets.

A  socialist adm in istra tion would 
e lim inate the professional police 
force in  order to cu t the crime 
rate. The people w ould  be organ­
ized to police the streets, parks 
and buildings. This isn’t  a utopian 
idea. I t ’s precisely the w ay po lic­
ing is now being handled in  Ha­
vana. Friends of m ine who visited 
Cuba before the federal govern­
ment pu t a ban on trave ling  there 
te ll me tha t the streets o f Havana 
are now the safest in  the w orld .

A bo lition  of the professional 
police force w ould do away w ith  
police b ru ta lity  w h ich  is respon­
sible fo r  the v io len t reaction 
against the cops. I t  w ould do away 
w ith  g ra ft and paid police protec­
tion fo r small merchants.

Q. E arlie r you mentioned the 
th rea t of war, M r. Garza. Just how 
does th is  tie  in  w ith  the m unicipa l 
campaign?

A. L ife  and death is a m unicipal 
issue. Everyone knows tha t New 
Y ork  is a p rim e H-bom b target. 
I f  I  were m ayor I  w ould organize 
a referendum  Of the people of th is 
c ity  on whether they w an t to  go 
to w ar over B erlin . L e t’s have 
some se lf-determ ination r ig h t here 
at home. We w ould ask the peo­
ple to vote on whether they w an t 
the government to  resume nu­
clear testing and fu rth e r posioning 
of the atmosphere.

Debate and discussions in  meet­
ing halls and over T V  and radio

should be arranged to have a free 
discussion o f both sides, and both 
sides should get equal representa­
tion  in  the press. A fte r the vote, I  
w ould b ring  the results in to  the 
C ity  Council asking i t  to  b ring  th is 
issue before Congress. We could 
ask fo r  a nation-w ide discussion 
and vote on the same issue. I ’m  
convinced the people w ould vote 
“ no”  to w ar and nuclear testing 
and I ’m  w illin g  to le t the people 
decide. W ould the Republicans and 
Democrats give the citizens o f th is  
country the opportun ity to  decide 
the ir own fate? I  doubt it.

Q. One o f the most d if f ic u lt  
problems in  th is  c ity  is housing. 
W hat concrete steps w ould  you 
take to alleviate the housing short­
age?

A. A  socialist adm inistration 
would take a good look at th is 
c ity  and get to w ork  to provide 
adequate housing at reasonable 
rents fo r everyone who needs i t  
by starting a massive bu ild ing  
program. I  don’t  mean the type 
o f program tha t the C ity  P lanning 
Commission engages in, where the  
people o f the West V illage  are 
th row n out o f th e ir homes to  
make the rea l estate sharks even 
richer. No —  f irs t  w ould come 
the needs o f the people. They 
w ould be help ing set up com m it­
tees and choosing experts to  p lan 
and b u ild  th e ir new homes.

Unrealistic? N ot i f  Cuba is an 
example. There, tens of thousands 
o f homes have been b u ilt  fo r peo­
ple liv in g  in  slums. Everyone w ho 
needs a place to liv e  is p u t on a 
lis t and to ld where th e ir new  
homes w il l  be and they can even 
help w ith  the build ing.

Not u n til the new home is b u ilt  
is the old one demolished. Homes 
are b u ilt w ith  va rie ty  and style, 
un like  the p rison -like  bu ild ing  o f 
the New Y o rk  housing projects. 
W hat the Cubans have done is to  
place human righ ts  before proper­
ty  rights and tha t’s w ha t a social­
ist adm inistration w ould do here.

Providence Police Halt 
Showing of Cuban Films
PROVIDENCE, R. I., Oct. 28 —  
A cting  at the request of a reac­
tiona ry  student, the police stopped 
a showing of film s from  Cuba a t 
the F irs t U n ita rian  Church last 
n ight. The showing was sponsored 
by the Providence Local of the 
Young Socialist A lliance.

A bout 120 college students from  
the area were in  attendance when 
the cops marched in  and halted 
the movies on the technica lity th a t 
a pe rm it had not been issued by 
the film -censoring d iv is ion o f the 
state board of licenses.

Roger Sheppard* spokesman fo r  
the YSA, denounced the police 
action as a suppression of free 
speech. He announced plans were 
under w ay fo r a reshowing of the 
film s  and tha t a ll legal technicali­
ties w ould be met in  advance.

Previous to the aborted f i lm  
showing, the audience heard a 
ta lk  by Pedro Camejo on U. S. in ­
tervention in  L a tin  America.
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N EW  Y O R K  C IT Y . M i l i ta n t  L a b o r 
F o ru m , 116 U n iv e rs ity  P lace. A L  5-7852.

O A K L A N D -B E R K E L E Y . P.O . B o x  341, 
B e rk e le y  1, C a lif. Phone O L  5-1764.

P H IL A D E L P H IA . M i li ta n t  L a b o r F o ru m  
and  S o c ia lis t W orke rs  P a rty , 1303 W . 
G ira rd  A ve . Lec tu res  and discussions 
e v e ry  S a tu rday , 8 p .m ., fo llo w e d  b y
open house. C a ll PO  3-5820.

S A N  FR A N C IS C O . M il i ta n t  L a b o r 
F o ru m , V A  4-2321. F o r la b o r and  so­
c ia lis t books, S partacus B ooksto re , 2331 
M a rk e t St. U N  3-7675. Open 12 noon.

ST. LO U IS . Phone M a in  1-0969. A s k  fo r
D ic k  C la rke .

S A N  D IE G O . San D iego  L a b o r F o ru m  
P.O. B o x  1581, San D iego  12, C a lif.

S E A T T LE , 1412 18th A ve ., EA  5-0191. 
L ib ra ry ,  bookstore . Open 12 n oon to  
5 p .m . Saturdays.
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The Vanishing Sharecropper Letters from Our Readers
By M yra  Tanner Weiss

The sem i-feudal ins titu tion  of 
sharecropping is disappearing 
from  Southern ag ricu ltu ra l eco­
nomy. According to the 1960 re ­
port of the National Sharecroppers 
Fund, released last week, there 
are only 120,000 in  th is category 
in  the 16 Southern states. To­
gether w ith  tenant farmers, they 
numbered 900,000 in  1950. Today 
there are less than 380,000, a ll of 
whom  average less than $1,000 an­
nual income.

No one can regret the disap­
pearance of sharecropping, a sys­
tem  tha t dates back to the close 
o f the C iv il W ar. B u t the manner 
o f its  death is not a m ark of 
progress. For sharecroppers are 
not being elevated to the status of 
independent farmers, the much 
touted ideal state of capita lis t free 
enterprise. They are being driven 
o ff the land to jo in  the even more 
poverty-plagued category of sea­
sonal and m igra tory fa rm  laborers 
or the ranks o f c ity  unemployed.

In  the state of Mississippi, fo r 
example, sharecroppers and ten­
ants declined from  100,000 to 45,-
000 in  on ly five  years, w h ile  hired 
fa rm  workers increased by 72 per 
cent, from  18,000 to 31,000. The 
rest of the country saw an 11 per 
cent decline  in  th is category.

Technological Progress
The changes tha t are taking 

place on the land in  the South 
are in  p a rt the resu lt o f techno­
logical progress, w hich under cap­
ita lism  increases ag ricu ltu ra l p ro ­
duction b u t also leads to mono­
poly of the land and the im pover­
ishment of the m a jo rity  of those 
who once tille d  the soil. However, 
the destruction of the system of 
sharecropping is tak ing  place 
p r im a rily  because racist landlords 
are bent on preserving th e ir p r iv -  
iledged and tyrann ica l position in  
the  South.

Last year 700 fam ilies in  Fayette 
and Haywood counties, Tenn., 
w ere evicted from  the land be­
cause they tr ied  to register to 
vote in  an election. These fam ilies 
spent the w in te r in  surplus arm y 
tents. M ore mass evictions are ex­
pected th is w in te r as the struggle 
fo r  democracy continues.

A bout a ll the “ lib e rty -lo v in g ”  
federal government has done fo r 
the ru ra l v ic tim s o f the racists has 
been to provide surplus food and 
surplus tents when pressed to do 
so.

There already exist a number 
o f government programs tha t 
could be used to  help those who 
are v ictim ized by the racist land-

Everything’s Fine in  S. Korea
— On Oct. 29 Rep. W alter Judd 
(R -M inn .) said tha t a tr ip  to 
South Korea had convinced h im  
things are much better there than 
w e realized and tha t the m ilita ry  
d icta torsh ip  was paving the w ay 
fo r democracy. The next day K im  
D a l Ho, chairman of the ou t­
lawed Socialist party, was sen­
tenced to  15 years in  ja i l  fo r a id­
ing  the “ communist cause”  by 
favoring  w ithd raw a l of U.S. troops 
and the neutra lization o f South 
Korea as steps tow ard reun ifica ­
tion  of the d ivided country. S ix 
other pa rty  members were given 
terms of six to twelve years.

A  B it Too Blunt? —  The early 
edition of the Oct. 29 New York  
Times carried a story on R ichard 
Garza’s campaign under a head­
line  th a t read, Socialist W orker 
Terms R ivals fo r M ayor Bound  
to B ig Money. In  a la te r edition 
the head was changed to: Social­
is t W orker Nominee Says M ayoral 
Rivals A re  H ypocritica l.

Baltim ore, USA —  P hilipp ine - 
bom  John Canceron, an employe 
o f B a ltim ore ’s Friendship In te r­
national A irp o rt, speaks some 13 
languages and has helped in ­
numerable passengers from  other 
lands in  iro n in g  out trave l d if ­
ficu lties. A  Departm ent of A v ia ­

lords. The Area Redevelopment 
A dm in istra tion  and the R ural 
Development programs of the De­
partm ent of A g ricu ltu re  are two 
examples. But, as the Sharecrop­
per Fund points out, “ There is no 
question that under conditions ex­
is ting in  the South today, dis­
crim ination  affects both the selec­
tion  o f the local committees ad­
m in istering these programs and 
the ir actions . . .”

The indifference o f the capita l­
is t government to the p lig h t of the 
ru ra l population in  the South can­
not be made up fo r by priva te  
efforts pra iseworthy though these 
may be. The N ational Baptist 
Convention recently purchased

W ill M inn ie  get a raise? I  f irs t 
asked th is question in  a M ilita n t 
a rtic le  last December, and report­
ed tha t five  members of C a lifo r­
n ia ’s Indus tria l W elfare Commis­
sion were studying the problem of 
a 1961 M in n i (short fo r m in im um ) 
Budget. In  1950 they figured tha t 
a w ork ing  woman could “ m ain­
ta in her health, her self-respect 
and the respect of her friends and 
fe llow  w orkers”  on $2,003.98, and 
the $1 m in im um  wage is based on 
tha t budget. The possib ility  of an 
increase in  liv in g  costs since 1950 
led to the present study.

I  am happy to te ll you tha t 
a fte r ten months of intensive in ­
vestigation, the state commission­
ers have decided tha t a w ork ing  
woman now needs $2,854.98. This 
provides fo r even a s ligh t im ­
provement in  M inn ie ’s standard of 
liv in g . The 1950 budget d id  not 
include a newspaper, bu t in  1961 
the State of C a lifo rn ia  has con­
ceded tha t sharing a da ily  paper 
is a necessary expense.

Slim line Budget
M inn ie ’s new budget is lim ited

— $66 fo r  a vacation, 75c fo r a 
restaurant lunch, w h ich  they cla im  
w il l  buy a sandwich, salad and 
m ilk . B u t even worse, i t  is hypo­
thetical, or in  other words, she 
hasn’t  got i t  yet. Since she is s till 
l iv in g  on a 1950 budget and can’t  
a ffo rd  a newspaper, she may not 
be aware tha t the Commissioners 
are tackling  her problem.

“ These new figures indicate 
C a lifo rn ia ’s present m in im um  
wage —  $1 an hour —  isn’t  big 
enough,”  says the San Francisco

tion  spokesman says: “ He’s a te r­
r i f ic  good-w ill ambassador fo r 
F riendship.”  Canceron’s job  at 
the airport? He’s a jan ito r.

Texas U Elects Negro — U n i­
vers ity  of Texas students in  Hous­
ton elected the f irs t Negro mem­
ber of the student assembly Oct. 
25. Gwen Jordan, 22, ran second 
in  a fie ld  of ten, w ith  fo u r to be 
elected. Also, in  a referendum, 
students voted 5,132 to 3,293 in  
favo r of Negroes partic ipa ting  in  
va rs ity  athletics. E arlie r, 6,000 
students signed a petition  calling 
fo r in tegration of the ath letic p ro ­
gram.

M aking  News — The Associated 
Press reported Oct. 26 tha t Soviet 
forces had closed the F ried rich - 
strasse checkpoint in to  East B er­
lin . The next day, U.S. authorities 
said the checkpoint had been 
closed “ at no tim e”  and three 
U nited Press reporters said they 
had seen Am erican cars move 
through the crossing po in t in  both 
directions at the tim e the AP 
said i t  was closed.

And Don’t Forget the Kent —
The Dallas, Texas, c ity  council is 
preparing to act on an ordinance 
w hich stipulates tha t fa llo u t shel­
ters shall not be used fo r dw elling

196 acres of land in  Fayette and 
Haywood counties in  order to rent, 
lease or sell land to evicted fam ­
ilies. B u t th is help is only a drop 
in  the bucket.

President Kennedy, like  his pre­
decessor, displays great verbal 
concern fo r the poor and hungry 
who constitute the m a jo rity  of the 
w o rld ’s people. The fac t tha t th is 
poverty continues unabated is 
blamed on the interm ediaries, fo r ­
eign government, the d irect rec i­
pients of U.S. economic aid. B u t 
whom can Kennedy blame fo r the 
increasing hunger and poverty of 
ru ra l fam ilies in  the South who 
su ffe r on ly because they w ant 
democracy?

Chronicle in  a m asterly under­
statement.

The next step is to raise m in ­
im um  wages and I  see in  the 
Chronicle tha t “ the state Indus­
tr ia l W elfare Commission decided 
to re-open wage orders covering 
thousands of women . . . That 
means probably a year of study.”  
B u t — d idn ’t they jus t fin ish  ten 
months of study?

1950 Straitjacket

W hile  the studies are being con­
ducted, M inn ie  remains in  the 
s tra itjacket of a 1950 budget. The 
Chronicle concludes tha t her “ f r u ­
gal k ind  of life  . . . sends most 
w ork ing  g irls  in  a fe rvent search 
of a husband.”  This is not on ly an 
interesting revelation of w ha t they 
th in k  makes a woman fervent, bu t 
i t  is fo llowed a few  paragraphs 
la te r by a description o f M inn ie  
who, “ works in  an office or store, 
shares an apartment, is th ir ty - f iv e  
years of age or more.”  I  am sure 
any woman of th ir ty - fiv e , o r more, 
has abandoned daydreams about 
a husband solving her economic 
problems. She w il l  p re fer a more 
realistic solution, like  organizing 
a union to raise wages w e ll above 
m in im um  subsistence, to  fig h t fo r 
equal pay and equal opportunities 
fo r tra in in g  and promotion.

In  the meantime, the Commis­
sioners are at w ork. W ill  they 
complete the ir study? W ill  the 
m in im um  wage law  be revised? 
W ill  M inn ie  eventually get her 
raise? W atch The M ilita n t  next 
year fo r a 1962 progress report.

Joyce Cowley

purposes “ except during a national 
emergency or a national disaster.”

Burned Out —  The state of 
South Carolina is preparing to in ­
vest about $15,000 in  a new elec­
tr ic  chair because the old one is 
no longer safe to operate. I t  was 
was installed in  1912 and 239 
people have died in  it.

Need a Good Psychiatrist? —
Shelters fo r L iv ing , Inc., offers de­
luxe  models fea turing  “ a num ber 
of versatile u t i l i ty  rooms, to make 
the shelter a place of repose and 
buoyant re laxation through the 
use o f color, textures, space a r­
rangements and other o rig ina l de­
vices.”  The shelters were designed 
by an in te rio r decorator and a 
psychiatrist.

Obituary for Horatio Alger —
A  recent survey disclosed tha t a 
bare l iv e  per cent of the present 
top management of industry start­
ed at the bottom rung o f the lad­
der.

Diagnosis — “ Nausea, headache 
and vom iting  do not necessarily 
mean tha t you have radiation 
sickness. You may jus t be ner­
vous and upset, w h ich  is under­
standable in  the situation.”  — 
From  a Public H ealth Service 
m anual on medical self-help after 
an atomic attack.

From G oldwater's State
Phoenix, A riz .

I  am glad to be getting The 
M ilita n t. I  became a socialist in  
1958. O ur fa m ily  were always l ib ­
erals and trade unionists. M y 
teachers had been libera ls too. 
When I  got out of h igh school I  
w ent on active du ty  in  the re ­
serves and though not yet a so­
cia list I  despised the caste system.

I  entered the labor m arket d u r­
ing the 1958 recession w ith  only a 
high-school education. Coming out 
o f the unemployment office a man 
was passing out socialist lite ra tu re  
and inv ita tions to a socialist study 
class. I  attended. I  subscribed to 
the Young Socialist a week later.

I  had espoused a Norman 
Thomas type socialism at firs t, 
bu t as I  studied the m ateria lis t 
concept of h is to ry  I  moved to the 
le ft end of the spectrum w ith in  
a year and th a t’s where I ’ve 
stayed.

Among the w ork ing  people of 
Arizona where the speed-up and 
open shop preva il, among the 
youth who have had a hard tim e 
acquiring sk ills  fo r  an increasing­
ly  technical labor m arket, and 
among the Spanish-Americans 
here there is a tremendous re­
servoir fo r a mass movement. 
However, ne ither the non-po litica l 
trade unions inspire the unskilled 
youth and the unemployed nor can 
the Democrats inspire the mass of 
workers w ith  enough energy to 
vote.

Businessmen vote h o w e v e r .  
That’s w hy  G oldwater disgraces 
Arizona although most workers
here don't like  him . I  believe a 
labor pa rty  can m obilize the 
groups I  mentioned above and 
many others bu t t i l l  then Arizona 
workers w i l l  be p o lit ica lly  de­
moralized and apathetic.

Best wishes to the Socialist 
W orkers P a rty  and The M ilita n t.

R.B.

Mich. Farm Conditions
Bangor, M ich.

Enclosed is $1 fo r your fund. 
Sorry I  cannot contribute more bu t
I  am hard pu t and see nothing 
better financ ia lly  in  the fu tu re  as 
standard wages in  th is area are
75 cents an hour and only the
priv ileged are entitled to w ork.

This is the apple-knocking sec­
tion  of M ichigan w hich is con­
stan tly  overrun w ith  citizens of 
the land o f opportunity, namely, 
Arkansas where the great Senator 
M cC lellan holds fo rth . I t  w ould be 
in  the interests o f labor and 
unions in  general i f  i t  were made 
known how constituents of the 
great senator have to leave the 
state to receive more than 30 cents 
an hour.

O f m y own experience w ith  
bureaucracy in  the present fa rm  
program, I  can only say the pro­
gram is a dismal fa ilu re  as i t  
gives the local bureaucrats a 
chance to p lay politics. I  was a l­
lotted $7.90 per acre not to p lan t 
wheat on a to ta l a llo tm ent of eight 
acres, whereas m y neighbors in  
good standing were allowed $42 
an acre. Instead of a un ifo rm  rate 
they are allowed to discrim inate 
as they see f it .

Joseph W . Young

Jobless Teen-Agers
Seattle, Wash.

The Chamber of Commerce’s 
magazine, The N ation’s Business, 
fo r  October 1961, states: “ There 
are almost as many boys and g irls 
between the ages of 14 and 19 
listed in  government statistics as 
unemployed as a ll the jobless men 
and women between age 45 and 
65. One out of every fo u r jobless 
workers is a teen-ager. Most job ­
less youngsters have lit t le  o r no 
w o rk  experience. O nly a few  have 
any job  tra in ing  at a ll. Many have 
dropped out of school before com­

ple ting high school, some even 
before eighth grade. These young 
people don’t  f i t  industry ’s need 
fo r tra ined personnel. N either do 
they f i t  m ilita ry  ta lent needed.”

This voice o f b ig business ad­
m its that modern indus try  cannot 
use these young people in  either 
its  factories or its armed forces. 
For these young people, and m il­
lions of others to come, there is 
no place in  th is society.

They are denied the opportun ity  
to id e n tify  themselves w ith  the ir 
class or generation and are le ft to 
fo rm  a declassed mass —  a mass 
tha t capita l w i l l  t r y  to use as 
storm troopers against labor and 
the rad ica l movement.

A lthough The Nation’s Business 
does not id e n tify  these young 
people as to racia l orig in, un­
doubtedly a large percentage of 
them are from  the non-w hite  pop­
ulation. Among the Negro people 
the opportun ity fo r  a higher ed­
ucation is more generally denied, 
especially in  ru ra l areas. Also, un­
employment is always higher 
among them and tha t proportion 
w ould tend to be even higher 
among the young people w ithou t 
any experience and w ith  l it t le  
educational opportunity.

W hat happens to most of these 
young people and w hat road they 
w il l  fo llo w  depends p r im a rily  on 
the labor and rad ica l movement. 
They w il l  be draw n to a program 
tha t answers or seems to  answer 
th e ir needs and modern capitalism  
can’t  do this, although the fascist 
demagogues w i l l  try . I t  w i l l  be 
up to the socialists to present a 
program tha t can solve th e ir p rob­
lems. For th is  section of youth, 
pa rticu la rly , changing the eco­
nomic base of society is a neces­
sity.

Melba Baker

A Thought
Film ore, U tah

H ow m igh t the fo llow ing  f i t  as 
a Thought fo r the Week? F.D.R. 
proved one can be president and 
s ti l l  be a hum anitarian. H ard - 
boiled H a rry  proved anyone m ight 
be president. Incom petent Ike  
proved we don’t  need a president. 
Kennedy is p roving  i t ’s dangerous 
to a have a president.

A. C. Gregerson

To Safeguard Humanity?
Saugerties, N. Y.

Before our pub lic  o ffic ia ls and 
leaders in  industry  and labor go 
any fu rth e r in  exp lo iting  the fear 
and g u llib il ity  o f the masses ( in ­
su lting w hatever intelligence and 
non-conform ity  is le ft in  some of 
us) I  w ould suggest tha t these 
(m is) leaders be summoned to face 
a tr ibuna l to determine jus t w hat 
k ind  of shelters they belong in!

The Kennedy klan, the cabinet 
members, and the legislators who 
acquiesce and approve, w ould  head 
the lis t. N ext in  line  w ould be the 
charlatans who promise the ir sub­
jects div ine  protection, collecting 
huge sums fo r th e ir deceptive 
practices, and who w ould now 
have to prove or disprove the ir 
claims and/or promises.

In  1950, the Spanish dictator, 
Francisco Franco, said: “ The
Am erican nation is an excessive­
ly  simple nation tha t is easily de­
ceived.”

J.P.

Pollution in New York
New York, N. Y.

Here is something R ichard Garza 
should challenge Wagner on. The 
d irector of the c ity ’s department 
of a ir po llu tion  says tha t effective 
an ti-po llu tion  devices are now 
available fo r  cars and trucks bu t 
he doesn’t  w an t to ins ta ll them in  
the c ity ’s flee t because they cost 
between five  and seven dollars 
apiece.

J.B.

Thought for the Week
“ We’re professional soldiers: We fig h t any enemy the president 

designates. We don’t have to develop hate . . . You m ight bu ild  up hate 
against one enemy and fin d  yourself figh ting  another." —  General 
D avid M. Shoup, Commandant of the U.S. M arine Corps.

I t  W as Reported in the Press

A Raise for Minnie?

Progress Report


