
The Press Really Twisted This One

Castro’s Speech on Marxism-Leninism
By H a rry  Bing

F id e l Castro’s Dec. 2 na tion -w ide  television speech 
declaring his adherence to M arx is t-Len in is t doctrine is 
now the subject o f a m ajor campaign in th is country, 
p ivo ting  around the assertion tha t Castro declared he 
had been a “ Communist”  since his un ive rs ity  days but 
had concealed his views in order to  gain power. This 
is a fla t lie. (See editoria l, page 3). The runn ing  theme 
of the speech, published in  the Dec. 10 issue o f the 
Havana magazine, Bohemia, is tha t his experience since 
coming to power had convinced h im  of the correctness 
of M arx is t-Len in is t theory and tha t he was convinced 
that the united revo lu tionary p a rty  now in  process of 
form ation  in  Cuba must be based upon a M arx is t-Len in ­
ist program.

The three p rinc ipa l organizations involved in  the 
creation of the new party  are the Ju ly  26th Movement, 
the Communist, or Popular Socialist, P arty  and the 
Revolutionary Directorate.

“ A ll  the members of the various revo lu tionary organ­

izations are e lig ib le to enter the United P arty  of the 
Socialist Revolution, w ith  equal righ ts and considera­
tions,”  Castro declared. “ H aving been a member o f the 
Socialist P a rty  [PSP] fo r 20 years w i l l  b ring  no special 
priv ilege, nor w i l l  i t  be any special d istinction to have 
been a member o f the Ju ly  26 Movement o r the Rev­
o lu tionary D irectorate. A ll  enter w ith  equality o f righ ts !”  

The program of the new party? “ I t  w il l  be a M arx is t- 
Lenin ist program, adjusted to the precise objective con­
ditions of our country. That is, in  our program, we w il l  
adapt the fundam ental principles of M arx ism -Lenin ism  
to our situation.”

A  government “ based on a revo lu tionary party , demo­
c ra tica lly  organized, and w ork ing  through a collective 
leadership”  is best, he said, because such a government 
“ does not aspire to be eternal, bu t sim ply transitiona l.”  

This is true, he added, “ i f  democratic norms are func­
tioning, i f  the norms of collective leadership are func­
tion ing  . . .  I f  democratic norms are not functioning, the 
system can be as te rr ib ly  bad as any other system. B u t 
i f  the fundam ental princip les o f in terna l democracy and

collective leadership are maintained, then there is no 
doubt tha t th is is the most perfect method of govern­
ment and, above a ll, o f government fo r a country in  a 

, stage o f revo lu tionary transition.”
“ W hat does th is mean?”  Castro asked. “ F irst, tha t this 

P arty  is not an agglomeration, bu t a party  of selection, 
the best citizens of the country enter such, a p a rty  . . . 
w ith  long years behind h im  in a process of apprentice­
ship, of d irect experience . . .  I t  is not a question o f a 
demagogue or a theatrica l man. In  a party  where such 
norms preva il as discipline, principles, selection, in te rna l 
democracy and collective leadership, no simpleton or 
id io t or adventurer can get to be head o f the state . . . 
O nly those w ith  a real po litica l vocation, a real sp ir it 
o f sacrifice, w il l  be the ones who rise to leadership.”  

A t the outset he indicated w hy  the d ifficu ltie s  con­
fron ting  the revo lu tion demanded such a regime. “ I t  has 
always been said, and r ig h tly  so, that i t  is easier to 
take power than to  keep it, tha t w inn ing  power is easier 
than governing . . : the less d iff ic u lty  in  coming to power, 
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Kennedy’s Wage-Curb Stand 
Puts AFL-CIO Tops on Spot

B y F red  Halstead
The recent week-long A FL-C IO  

convention began Dec. 7 w ith  a 
speech by President John F. Ken­
nedy. I t  was an appeal fo r sup­
port from  the union leaders fo r 
the adm in istra tion ’s program of 
pu tting  U.S. business in  a better 
com petitive position w ith  the E ur­
opean Common M arket econ­
omies. An essential pa rt o f th is 
program, according to Kennedy, is 
“ restra in t” in  wage demands on 
the part of unions.

As his strongest selling point, 
Kennedy said tha t i f  more E u r­
opean trade were lost, the gov­
ernm ent w ould have to w ithd raw  
its troops from  Germany, France 
and other fore ign bases in  order 
to stop the dra in  on U.S. gold 
reserves. And the A FL-C IO . lead­
ers w ouldn ’t  w ant tha t to happen, 
w ould  they?

Perish the thought! A F L -C IO

George Meany

president George Meany took the 
floo r after Kennedy finished to 
say, “ Don’t  w o rry  about us. We 
w il l  cooperate one thousand per­
cent.”

On the record of the convention, 
th is turned out to  be an overstate­
ment. Before the week was over 
tw o resolutions had been passed 
unanimously, w hich w ithou t men­
tion ing Kennedy’s speech, rejected 
any im p lica tion  of a wage freeze 
and called fo r A F L -C IO  affilia tes 
to press in  collective bargaining 
fo r h igher wages and shorter 
hours as a solution to unemploy­
ment and technological change.

I t  is not tha t the labor leaders 
changed the ir m inds between the 
tim e Meany accurately voiced the ir 
collective sentiments in  reaction to 
Kennedy’s speech and the tim e the 
resolutions were passed. I t  is ju s t 
tha t the bureaucrats are liv in g  in  
a contradiction.

The ir overrid ing tendency —  
and th is goes fo r the Reuther w ing  
as w e ll as Meany —  is to go along 
w ith  the capita lis t government 
and its plans fo r  w orld -w ide  em­
pire, and to avoid any general 
fig h t w ith  the employers. B u t the 
g row th  of capita l, even in  the U.S., 
s t i l l  means the grow th  o f the ex­
p lo ita tion  o f labor in  one w ay or 
another, and the employers have 
been pressing the point.

One fo rm  o f th is  is the process 
o f a ttr itio n  against the economic 
security of the w ork ing  class. This 
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Rights Fight Grows 
In Southern States

By W illia m  Bundy
DEC. 20 — The struggle fo r 

racial equality in  the South 
reached a new level this month 
when mass actions by local resi­
dents of several Deep South com­
m unities sparked by young Negro 
leaders and led in  some cases by 
new organizations. The actions re­
sulted from  refusal of the younger, 
more m ilita n t c iv il-r ig h ts  leaders 
to confine the struggle to court 
proceedings a fte r in it ia l desegre­
gation attempts were met w ith  
racist violence and legal subter­
fuge on the pa rt o f local officia ls.

Actions of mass c iv il dis­
obedience occurred this month in 
A lbany, Georgia, Baton Rouge and 
New Orleans, Louisiana. In  addi­
tion, Freedom Riders under the 
sponsorship of the Congress on 
Racial Equality, sat in  by the hun­
dreds in  restaurants along U.S. 
Route 40 where i t  passes through 
Delaware and M aryland approach­
ing Washington, D.C.

In  A lbany, Georgia, the Negro 
com m unity is now engaged in  a 
boycott o f w hite-ow ned stores 
fo llow ing  five  days of mass 
marches on c ity  ha ll in  which 
more than 700 protesters, mostly 
local Negroes, were arrested.

The Negroes are demanding 
desegregation of the c ity ’s parks, 
hospitals, libraries, buses and ju ry  
service and equal employment op­
portunities. T he ir organization, the 
A lbany Movement, was firs t set

NEW W ORK —  A n im portant 
v ic to ry  fo r free speech and aca­
demic freedom was won Dec. 16 
when the A dm in is tra tive  Council 
o f the C ity  U n ive rs ity  reversed 
its ban on speeches by members 
of the Communist P a rty  on c ity  
college campuses. Imposed Oct. 
26, the ban evoked strong protest 
from  students and fa c u lty  mem­
bers.

W ith in  48 hours of the reversal, 
the C ity  College student govern­
ment issue an inv ita tion  to Com­
m unist P arty  leader Benjam in 
Davis to address a campus meet­
ing. College o ffic ia ls  said they had 
no objection and he w il l  be speak­
ing  Dec. 21. In  accepting the in ­
v ita tion , Davis said he considered 
the l if t in g  o f the ban “ a tremend­
ous v ic to ry  fo r  academic free­
dom.”

The school authorities had im ­
posed the ban im m ediate ly after 
the head of Queens College had 
revoked an in v ita tio n  extended to 
Davis by a campus club.

New York Colleges Reverse 
Ban on Communist Speakers

In  dropping the ban, the A d ­
m in is tra tive  Council ru led  tha t 
each college could approve or dis­
approve inv ita tions to Communist 
P arty  members. This was the ru le  
in  effect before the curb was im ­
posed.

A t the tim e i t  decreed the ban, 
the council ju s tified  its  action on 
the basis o f the Supreme Court 
ru lin g  tha t the Communist Party  
is a “ fore ign agent.”

B u t a fte r nearly tw o months of 
effective pressure, inc lud ing  p ic­
ket lines, boycotts o f classes by 
students and pub lic  statements by 
facu lty  members, the A dm in is tra ­
tive  Council decided to concur 
w ith  a find ing  by the Committee 
on the B il l  o f R ights o f the New 
Y ork  C ity  B ar Association which 
concluded: . . i t  is our con­
sidered opinion tha t a fa cu lty  or 
adm inistration o f the C ity  U n ive r­
s ity  is lega lly  entitled to perm it 
known U nited States Communist 
P arty  members or officers to 
speak on th e ir campuses.”

Renew Prosecution 
Of Lincoln Brigade

In  the wake of Supreme Court 
approval of the attem pt to ou t­
law  the Communist Party, the 
governm ent has reactivated its e f­
fo rts  to  compel the Veterans of 
the Abraham  L inco ln  Brigade to 
register w ith  the Subversive Ac­
tiv itie s  Control Board as a “ Com­
m unist fro n t.”

The V A L B  is composed of sur­
v iv in g  Am erican anti-F ranco vo l­
unteers of the Spanish c iv il war. 
In  1955 the SACB ru led  i t  should 
register as a “ Communist fro n t”  
and the group file d  a plea fo r 
reversal w ith  the U.S. C ourt of 
Appeals. The appeal was pu t aside 
pending outcome of the Commu­
n ist P a rty  case.

On Nov. 30, Moe Fishman, 
V A L B  executive secretory, was 
summoned by the Court o f A p ­
peals fo r  a pre-conference hear­
ing  to reactivate the case against 
it.

The group is cu rren tly  support­
ing  the campaign fo r amnesty fo r 
a ll Franco’s po litica l prisoners and 
sending re lie f packages to  fam ilies 
o f prisoners. The V A L B  office is 
a t 49 East 21 St., New Y o rk  10, 
N. Y.

Rev. M a r t in  L u th e r  K in g

up a fte r members of the Student 
N on-vio lent Coordinating Com m it­
tee organized a school there fo r 
tra in ing  Negroes to pass voter reg­
is tra tion  tests. Local leaders of 
the National Association fo r  the 
Advancement of Colored People 
partic ipated in  the A lbany Move­
ment, a united fro n t of several 
groups, bu t not in  the recent dem­
onstrations.

SNCC, w hich originated in  the 
s it- in  movement and played a key 
ro le in  the Freedom Rides in  
Alabama and Mississippi last sum­
mer, had set up a s im ila r school 
in  McComb, Mississippi. There, its 
members sparked a strike  and 
demonstration by 100 local high 
school students protesting violence 
against Negroes attem pting to 
register to  vote.

In  A lbany, a c ity  of 55,000 with 
26,000 Negroes, the mass demon­
strations began Dec. 12 over the 
arrest of seven Negro and fo u r 
w h ite  Freedom Riders in  the bus 
station. F ive  protests were held, 
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How to Fight 'Tyranny' 
By Joining With Fascist

Two headlines on the fro n t page 
of the Dec. 17 New Y ork  Times 
summed up the doub le-ta lk ing  h y ­
pocrisy of Kennedy’s “ New F ron­
tier.”

One headline read: “ Kennedy, 
on V is it, H a ils Venezuela As A id ­
ing L ib e rty  —  Urges End o f ‘A ll 
T yranny ’ W ith in  South Am erica.”  

The second headine read: “ Rusk 
Sees Franco and Praises Spain as 
A n ti-R ed  A lly .”

Calif. Socialist 
Defends Right 
To Be Teacher

A  d irect decendent and name­
sake of the famous abolitionist, 
Wendell P h illips, defended his 
own r ig h t to hold m ino rity  po­
lit ica l viewpoints and s til l be a 
teacher at a public hearing at 
Fu lle rton  Jun ior College, in  F u l­
lerton, California.

A n  overflow  crowd, including 
many students sympathetic to him, 
heard the teacher, W endell B. 
Ph illips, a w elding instructor, de­
fend h im self before the Board of 
Trustees of the school Dec. 18. 
P h illips  had been suspended from  
his teaching post Dec. 3 under 
the d irect pressure o f Americans 
On Guard, an Orange County, 
Californ ia, newspaper w ith  views 
sim ila r to those of the John B irch 
Society. P h illips  requested that 
the hearing be public.

“ I  have been brought before this 
Board,”  he said, “ as a result of 
the latest campaign by the fo llo w ­
ers of the John B irch  society to 
impose the ir u ltrareactionary ou t­
look on the educational system of 
our country.”  He answered a ll 
questions put to h im  in  the tw o- 
hour in terrogation except when 
he was asked to in fo rm  on other 
individuals. He said he was a 
socialist and had been fo r over 
25 years.

“ I  do not advocate the forcefu l 
or v io lent overthrow  of the gov­
ernment,”  he said, “ nor have I 
know ing ly belonged to any organ­
ization w h ich  so advocated.”  He 
said he had jo ined the Communist 
Party  in  1938 “ to defend A m er- 

(Continued on Page 2)
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Draftees face thought control 
after they Do Time in Army FBI ‘Closes File’ on Beating 

Of Monroe Freedom Rider
Threatening undesirable dis­

charges, the arm y brass is try in g  
to impose po litica l thought contro l 
on draftees a fte r they have satis­
fa c to rily  completed the ir tim e in  
the arm y but must, under the 
present d ra ft laws, spend another 
s ix  years as members of the un­
organized reserve.

This is the nub of a case re­
ported in  the November issue of 
Am erican C iv il L iberties News, 
published by the Am erican C iv il 
L iberties Union of N orthern C ali­
fo rn ia . I t  te lls how arm y o ffic ia ls 
have file d  security charges against 
a 25-year-old U n ive rs ity  of C a li­
fo rn ia  student because of his a l­
leged socialist associations in  the 
period since his honorable separa­
tion  from  the armed forces.

Three charges have been filed  
against the U of C student: (1) 
“ Since 1959 you have been a mem­
ber and attended numerous meet­
ings of the Bay Area Young So­
c ia lis t A lliance, also know n as the 
Young Socialist A lliance, at San 
Francisco, C aliforn ia. The Social­
is t W orkers P arty  is the contro l­
lin g  force of the Bay Area Young 
Socialist A lliance. ”  (2) “ On 5 
A p r i l  -1959, 3 M ay 1959 and 17 
M ay 1959, respectively, you at­
tended meetings sponsored by the 
M a rk  Tw ain C lub, also know n as 
M a rk  Tw ain  M a rx is t S tudy Club, 
in  San Francisco, C a liforn ia . The 
M ark  Tw ain  M arx is t S tudy C lub 
is the successor to the Labor Youth 
League in  the San Francisco area 
and is composed o f the same mem­
bership. ”  (3) I t  is charged tha t 
in  f i l l in g  out a fo rm  on Sept. 2, 
1960, the student “ m a te ria lly  
fa ls ified  an o ffic ia l document by 
fa ilin g  to  lis t thereon you r mem­
bership in  the Bay Area Young 
Socialist A lliance and attendance

..  . Southern
(Continued from Page 1)

in  each of w h ich  the marchers 
themselves were arrested. The 
Reverends M a rtin  L u th e r K ing  
and Ralph D. Abernathy, top f ig ­
ures of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, a rrived in  
A lbany to partic ipate  in  the fin a l 
march in  w hich they and 260 
others were ja iled.

(A  report appeared in  the Dec. 
28 New Y ork Times tha t a break 
had developed between SNCC and 
the older group, SC LC, w ith  the 
la tte r attem pting to take over 
leadership o f the movement. M . 
S. Page, a 60-year-o ld native of 
A lbany and secretary o f the A l­
bany Movement, denied tha t the 
SCLC had assumed charge. )

A t  f irs t D r. K in g  declared his 
in ten tion  to rem ain in  ja i l  and 
Rev. A bernathy called fo r nation­
w ide support fo r the A lbany strug­
gle. B u t on Dec. 18 D r. K ing  
posted b a il a fte r an agreement 
was reached between leaders of 
the A lbany Movement and c ity  
offic ia ls. The agreement, w hich 
was not in  w ritin g , called fo r a 
h a lt to  demonstrations.

The c ity  oficia ls stopped a t­
tem pting to enforce segregation in  
the interstate bus term inals bu t 
granted no other demands. The a r­
rested demonstrators were re -
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at meetings of the M ark Twain 
C lub. ”

In  regard to the th ird  charge, 
the A C LU  News says: “ On the 
fo rm  are a number of general 
questions as to whether the in d i­
v idua l has been a member or af­
filia te d  or associated w ith  any 
Communist organization or a 
group w hich advocates the v io lent 
overthrow  of the government. 
Neither of the groups in  question 
is on the A tto rney General’s lis t. 
In  effect, the allegations claim  tha t 
at one and the same tim e the 
young man had Communist and 
T rotskyite  associations. ”

Service in  the unorganized re­
serve is on ly  nom inal. Members 
of the unorganized or inactive 
reserve are not subject to active 
du ty except by a ca ll o f the Presi­
dent in  an emergency.

In  the case of the U  o f C student 
cited by the AC LU  News, he had 
done his tw o years in  the arm y 
and received an honorable separa­
tion  and five  of his s ix years in  
the unorganized reserve had a l­
ready elapsed. Now the m ilita ris ts  
are refusing to give h im  an honor­
able arm y discharge because of 
his alleged attendance at meetings 
and associations w ith  socialist stu­
dent groups.

The case allows a glimpse at the 
high-degree of surveillance o f stu­
dent po litica l activ ities already 
being carried out by  arm y under­
cover agents. I f  the arm y brass 
succeed in  the ir attempts to penal­
ize student po litica l a c tiv ity  and 
association in  the s ix years fo l­
low ing arm y service by the is­
suance o f retroactive undesirable 
discharges, m ilita r is t thought-con- 
tro l o f campus life  w i l l  have taken 
a giant step forw ard.

Rights Fight
leased as they posted ba il. Charges 
against them are held in  abeyance. 
W hite  o ffic ia ls  declared tha t noth­
ing had been granted to the Ne- 
goes. M . S. Page declared: “ We 
have ju s t begun to fig h t. ”  The in ­
fo rm a l boycott began. W hite 
merchants said Dec. 19 tha t busi­
ness had fa llen o ff about 60 per­
cent.

In  Baton Rouge, the capita l of 
Louisiana, 23 Negroes were ar­
rested Dec. 14 fo r p icketing lunch 
counters and businesses which 
won’t h ire  Negroes. This sparked 
a protest the next evening by 1, 500  
students from  Southern U n ive r­
sity, the country ’s largest Negro 
ins titu tion  of h igher learning. This 
demonstration, w hich was quiet 
and peaceful, was b ru ta lly  broken 
up by police using tear gas. F if ty  
students were arrested.

This in  tu rn  sparked a protest 
march through the streets o f New 
Orleans. Police arrested 292 Ne­
groes and w h ite  partic ipants in  
the march. Eleven more persons 
were arrested the fo llow ing  day 
in  a protest march sponsored by 
the Negro Consumers League of 
Greater New Orleans w hich to­
gether w ith  CORE, has been 
p icketing m ajor department stores 
protesting d iscrim ination in  h ir ­
ing.

New Orleans C ity  A tto rney  A l­
v in  J. L iska  promised the w h ite  
racists that he w ould deal “ f irm ly ”  
w ith  demonstrators. “ We jus t 
w ant to keep the peace, ”  he said, 
“ especially at Christmas tim e. ”

LOS ANGELES

CELEBRATE NEW YEAR’S EVE 
With The Militant 

and Young Socialist
Music by 

Ben Turnes Combo 
and His Exotic 

Vocalist
Contrib. $1. 75 (Students, 75c. )

Sunday, Dec. 31, 9 P. M. 
1702 East 4th St.

W E N D E L L  B. P H IL L IP S , 
JR. H e is fighting efforts to oust 
him  as a teacher because of his 
political views.

... Calif. Socialist
(Continued from Page 1)

ican democracy and promote the 
cause o f socialism. ”  He dropped 
out o f the party  in  1951, he said, 
“ a fte r developing serious doubts 
about the correctness of its  po l­
icies. ”

In  1957, said P h illips, he joined 
the Socialist W orkers Party. “ I  
am a member at the present time, 
convinced tha t the program o f this 
party  provides the best guide to 
achieving socialism in  the U nited 
States. ”

“ No one, ”  said the teacher, 
“ should be persecuted or penal­
ized fo r his p o lit ic a l ideas or af­
fil ia t io n . . .  I  shall defend m y 
r ig h t to teach through a ll adm in­
is tra tive  and legal channels. This 
is necessary to ha lt the B irch ite  
attempts to silence everyone who 
disagrees w ith  the ir ideas —  a ll 
the w ay from  Eisenhower to the 
socialists. ”

“ A t the same tim e, ”  P h illips  
to ld  the board, “ I  support the 
r ig h t o f a socialist to  teach as a 
crucia l test of freedom and dem­
ocracy in  our schools. Academic 
freedom has no meaning when i t  
is restricted to those who conform  
to m a jo rity  opinion. ”

No Quarantine
“ H ow, ”  continued P h illips, “ can 

students cope in te lligen tly  w ith  
the problems of nuclear w ar, un ­
employment and insecurity i f  the ir 
m inds are pu t in  quarantine? The 
very  su rv iva l of hum anity  may 
depend on the r ig h t o f our peo­
ple to have free access to  a ll 
trends o f thought. ”

“ I  f irm ly  adhere to the A m er­
ican trad itions o f democracy, ”  M r. 
P h illip s  said. “ Since m y ancestors 
came to th is country in  1640, 
members of m y fa m ily  have par­
ticipated in  every im portan t strug­
gle fo r freedom. As a m atter of 
p rinc ip le , as one who has consis­
te n tly  defended the c iv il liberties 
o f a ll Americans, ”  he concluded, 
“ I  can take no other course. ”

M r. P h illip s ’ attorney, M arshall 
Ross, said the next step in  the 
procedure w ould be fo r the coun­
ty  attorney to advise the board 
w hether the suspension should 
stand. I f  i t  does, said M r. Ross, the 
case w il l  be appealed.

Read the Original Exposé
In 1934, the murder o f Sergei 

Kirov, a Soviet official, was used to 
trigger the Moscow frame-up trials. 
Now, at the 22nd Soviet Communist 
Congress, Khrushchev told of evi­
dence that Kirov had actually been 
killed by Stalin's secret police.

This charge was made by Leon 
Trotsky immediately after the killing 
in a remarkable pamphlet entitled:

THE KIROV 
ASSASSINATION

Long out of print, the pamphlet is 
again available. Send 25 cents for 
a copy.

P I O N E E R  P U B L I S H E R S
116 University Place 
New York 3, N. Y.

The Departm ent of Justice has 
inform ed c iv il-r ig h ts  attorney 
Conrad Lynn, counsel fo r the 
Committee to A id  the Monroe 
Defendants, that i t  intends no fu r ­
the r action in  the case of Freedom 
R ider R ichard Grisw old who was 
b ru ta lly  beaten in  a cell in  the 
county ja il  in  Monroe, N. C., last 
Aug. 27.

Lynn  had submitted to A tto r­
ney General Kennedy a ha n d w rit­
ten signed confession from  H ow ­
ard Stack, the w h ite  prisoner who 
had done the beating. In  i t  Stack 
to ld  how “ the Monroe police and 
deputy forces”  had promised h im  
that i f  he beat a Freedom Rider, 
whom they w ould pu t in  his cell, 
a ll charges pending against h im  
w ould be dropped. He was being 
held on tw o assault charges and 
five  of passing bad checks.

Stack carried out his part o f the 
bargain and was released. Two 
weeks later, however, he was re­
arrested on the same charges. In ­
furia ted, he w rote the confession 
and smuggled i t  out to a represen­
ta tive  of the CAMD.

The Justice Departm ent has fo r 
some tim e been very  re luctant to 
investigate conditions in  Monroe, 
w hich has a long h is to ry of racial 
in justice. This refusal to act in  
Monroe, where Secretary of Com­
merce Lu ther Hodges, ex-gover­
nor of N orth  Carolina, has po­
l it ic a l and fa m ily  connections, be­
came most b la tan t in  the past year 
when appeals fo r protection and 
investigation of attempts on his 
life  by  N AAC P branch president 
Robert F. W illiam s were comple­
te ly  ignored.

Lynn  o rig in a lly  demanded a fed­
eral investigation, based on Stack’s 
confession, on Oct. 6. I t  is known 
tha t some investigation fo llowed 
in  tha t R ichard G riwsold and a 
second Freedom R ider were in te r­
viewed by F B I agents. They also 
interviewed, or attempted to in ­
te rv iew  Stack. How fa r th is in te r­
v iew  got is not known since Stack 
allegedly had a “ f i t  o f insan ity”  
at the time.

Then, Lyn n  received a b rie f 
note, dated Nov. 30, from  B urke 
M arshall, Assistant A tto rney Gen­
eral, C iv il R ights D ivision, cu rtly  
stating tha t investigation “ had 
fa iled  to reveal su ffic ien t ev i­
dence”  and tha t “ we have closed 
our f i le  on th is  m atter. ”

Journa list W illia m  W orthy, 
w rit in g  about th is case in  the Dec. 
16 Afro -Am erican , commented: 
“ Observers fa m ilia r w ith  the gen­
uine legal d ifficu ltie s  of proving

the ro le of police officers in  cases 
of b ru ta lity , regarded Stack’s con­
fession and the readiness of tw o 
reputable Freedom Riders to test­
i fy  as prov id ing  the federal gov­
ernm ent w ith  a v ir tu a l a irtig h t 
opportun ity  to prosecute. ”

The Committee to A id  the M on­
roe Defendants declared tha t in  
addition to p rov id ing  legal defense 
fo r the v ic tim s of “ kidnap”  and 
other trum ped-up cases grow ing 
out o f the Aug. 27 w h ite -supre- 
macist r io t in  Monroe, i t  w il l  also 
seek out a ll the details of the po­
lice-inspired beating of Griswold.

C ontribution to fu rth e r the 
w ork  of the committee should be 
addressed to CAM D, Suite 1117, 
141 Broadway, New Y o rk  6, N. Y.

. . .  AFL-CIO
(Continued from  Page 1)

has been proceeding apace w ith  
autom ation . The labor leaders have 
to answer this or face revo lt in  
the ranks. Hence the increasing 
tendency fo r union o ffic ia ls to ta lk  
about a reduced w o rk  week — 
and, hence, the tw o resolutions 
passed at th is convention.

The other tendency in  the bu­
reaucrats bones —  to avoid strug­
gle —  is seen in  contract negotia­
tions, w here  (w ith  m inor excep­
tions) they have qu ick ly  aban­
doned demands fo r the shorter 
w ork  week. There is no reason to 
assume the A F L -C IO  leaders w il l  
be any more serious about the re­
cent resolutions than W alter 
Reuther was about the 1957 con­
vention decision o f his own auto 
workers to f ig h t fo r the shorter 
w ork week in  1958.

W hile  passing resolutions which 
could on ly be implemented by a 
m ilita n t policy, the convention 
fa iled to deal w ith  other questions 
in  a manner w hich w ould prepare 
the movement fo r a serious strug­
gle. Two basic heeds in  tha t re ­
spect are a united labor move­
ment and the solid support o f la ­
bor’s allies, pa rticu la rly  the Negro 
people.

In  a pure and simple attem pt to- 
stay in  the good graces o f the 
Kennedys, Meany had the con­
vention defer inde fin ite ly  the 
question of reun ifica tion  w ith  the 
1. 5 — m illion-m em ber Teamsters 
union. On c iv il rights, a somewhat 
stronger resolution than the one 
of the last convention was passed. 
But enforcement o f the AFL-C IO ’s 
o w n  constitu tional provision 
against j im  crow is s t i l l  in  doubt.

Mrs. M orton Sobell (center, foreground) and her children, 
Sydney and M ark , at a W h ite  House picket line urging clemency 
fo r M orton Sobell, now serving a 30-year-sentence on a fram e-up  
charge of “conspiracy to commit espionage. ” A t a Dec. 16 W hite  
House v ig il sponsored by the Com m itte to Secure Justice fo r  
M orton Sobell, the Rev. James D. Andrews of Boone, N . C., was 
arrested fo r kneeling at the W h ite  House fence. Bond was posted 
fo r h im  by Rev. Donald H arrington  of N ew  Y o rk ’s Com m unity  
Church, who expressed hope fo r a “speedy com m utation” of So- 
bell’s sentence.
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... Fidel Castro and
(Continued from  Page 1)

the more d iff ic u lty  in  m ainta in ing 
the revo lu tionary power. ”

On the need fo r a un ited rev ­
o lu tionary party, the Cuban lead­
er said: “ The revo lu tionary move­
ment is jus t one movement. . .  
there are, a fte r a ll, only revo lu ­
tion and counter-revolution. A  
revo lu tionary movement may be 
more or less restricted, a certain 
range of tasks of a revo lu tionary 
type can be achieved w ith  a rev­
o lution, and th e ir revo lu tionary 
character cannot be denied; at 
w hich po in t the revo lu tion may 
stagnate and, from  tha t moment 
on, i t  ceases to be a rea lly  revo lu­
tiona ry  movement. O r the revo lu­
tionary  movement may press fo r­
w ard; tha t is, a movement may be 
more radical or less radical, bu t 
w hat cannot be is two, three, or 
fou r revo lu tionary movements.
That is absurd. . . .  ”

“ B u t i t  is a fact tha t the Rev­
o lution did not come to power 
w ith  one single organization 
grouping together a ll the revo lu ­
tiona ry  forces. Separate revo lu­
tionary  organizations existed. The 
separate revo lu tionary organiza­
tions represented separate revo lu­
tiona ry  forces. . .  ”

O ffe ring  his estimate of the 
three p rinc ipa l components of the 
new party, Castro said: “ The Pop­
u la r Socialist P arty  represented 
the most advanced elements of the 
w ork ing  class, both in  the c ity  and 
in  the countryside. I t  also had 
some elements in  the countryside.
Among the small peasants out in  
the S ierra Maestra we came in to  
contact w ith  a few  members of 
the Popular Socialist Party. B u t 
basically i t  represented the w o rk ­
ers. ”

“ The Ju ly  26 Movement, ”  he 
continued, “ represented, in  the 
f irs t instance, the peasants, tha t is, 
the entire peasant movement was 
organized around the Rebel A rm y; 
the Ju ly  26 Movement also 
grouped around itse lf many peo­
ple who were also of the w ork ing  
class bu t were no t members of 
any party, or nuclei of workers 
who had been members o f some 
pa rty  o f the petty bourgoisie, hon­
est people who also jo ined the 
Ju ly  26 Movement. The Ju ly  26 
Movement also recru ited profes­
sional sectors, intellectuals, youth 
elements, students, and also ele­
ments o f the pe tty  bourgoisie —  
the most progressive and most rev ­
o lu tionary elements of the m iddle 
class. . . .  One could say tha t i t  
was th is force tha t the Ju ly  26 
represented. ”

“ S im ila rly , ”  he added, “ the Rev­
o lu tionary D irectorate represented 
the same sectors, more or less, bu t 
basically the student sector. . . .
The R evolutionary D irectorate 
sprang from  the student centers 
and, in  tu rn , drew  in  workers, in ­
tellectuals and peasants. Thus, the 
revo lu tionary forces of society 
were represented in  three organ­
izations. ”

“ I t  is a fact, ”  he said, “ and I 
believe this, given everything we 
have learned about politics and 
revo lu tionary theory, we are now 
in  agreement. ”

T u rn ing  to his own po litica l de­
velopment, Castro said: “ In  the 
f irs t place, le t me say one th ing:
We, w ith  our own Revolution, are 
going to be passing through a long 
tra in  of experiences. We revo lu­
tionize ourselves in  the course of 
m aking our own Revolution. W ith  
our Revolution we are becoming 
more revo lu tionary each day. Was 
there a tim e when we were not 
revolutionists? Yes, there was a 
tim e when I, fo r  one, was nothing 
of a revo lu tion ist. W ell, why? Be­
cause I  was a reactionary, a 
crooked, th iev ing  or co rrup t po­
litic ian? Nothing of the sort. There 
was a tim e when I  could be con­
sidered completely illite ra te  in  
p o litica l matters, a consequence of 
m y class o rig in . ”

“ And d id  I  know, 20 years ago, 
more about revolutions than M a- 
r ine llo , Carlos Rafael, Anibal,
Bias [PSP leaders]? Not on your 
life . Tw enty years ago many of us 
d idn ’t  know  a w ord  about revo lu­
tion, fo r  among other reasons, the 
fact tha t many o f us weren’t  even

Fidel Castro

around 20 years ago. I  th in k  tha t 
20 years ago Raul [h is  b ro ther] 
had ju s t learned to read and w rite
—  we were ju s t boys.

“ B u t even when we weren’t 
boys any longer many of us, of 
those who came from  non-w ork­
ing-class backgrounds, and I ’m 
very conscious of tha t fact, I ’m 
aware o f a ll the effect tha t one’s 
class origins can have in  shaping 
the m enta lity  of any one of us. . .  
I  was a po litica l illite ra te  when 
I  graduated high school, and even 
•when I  got m y college degree.

“ I  believe tha t a ll o f us have a 
lo t to study. A m  I  a convinced 
revolutionist? Yes, I  am a con­
vinced revo lu tion is t —  tha t defin­
ite ly . For some who have occa­
sionally questioned me —  some 
people have asked me whether I 
thought at the tim e of Moncada 
[the 1953 attack on the Moncada 
Barracks in  Santiago] as I  th ink  
today. I  have to ld  them:  ‘M y
th ink ing  was very  s im ila r then to 
w hat i t  is today. ’ This is the tru th .

“ Anyone who w il l  read w ha t we 
said on tha t occasion w il l  see tha t 
many of the fundamentals o f the 
revo lu tion  were in  tha t document; 
which, moreover, was a ca re fu lly  
w ritte n  document. I t  was s u ff i­
c ien tly  ca re fu lly  w ritte n  to pu t 
fo rth  a series of fundam ental 
points w ithou t— at the same time—  
g iv ing  cause fo r the narrow ing of 
our fie ld  o f action w ith in  the rev­
olution, fo r lim itin g , fo r  causing 
the movement, w hich we believed 
could b ring  about Batista ’s over­
th row , to be sm all and very  l im it ­
ed. That is to  say, i t  was neces­
sary to make the movement as 
broad as possible.

“ A nd i f  we had not w ritte n  tha t 
document w ith  care, i f  i t  had been 
a more radical program — even 
though i t  is certain tha t many peo­
ple were skeptical about the con­
tents o f programs and qu ite  often 
w ouldn ’t  pay them much atten­
tion  — thereupon the revo lu tion­
ary struggle against Batista w ould 
not have attained the broadness i t  
did, w hich made v ic to ry  possi­
ble. . . .

“ B y  tha t date [Moncada tr ia l]  
our revo lu tionary  th ink ing  along 
general lines was already formed. 
Nevertheless we were not com­
plete revolutionists; we were much 
more revolutionists when we came 
to power. We are convinced rev­
olutionists. . . .

“ I  consider m yself more of a 
revo lu tion is t today than I  was on 
1st of January [date o f Batista ’s 
overthrow  in  1959], Was I  a rev­
o lu tion is t on the 1st o f January? 
Yes, I  believe I  was. . . .  Tha t is 
to  say, I  re ta in  today a ll the ideas 
I  had on the 1st of January. ”

Developing th is theme, he po in t­
ed out tha t th is d idn ’t  mean he 
had learned a ll there is to know 
about po litica l theory and h istory 
and tha t i t  was his in ten tion  —  
and should be the en tire  people’s
— to continue studying. He to ld  
how, in  rum m aging through his 
books, he found tha t in  his stu-

Marxism
dent days he had read on ly the 
f irs t 370 pages o f M a rx ’s C apita l 
and said tha t as soon as he had 
the tim e he intended to resume 
his study o f tha t w ork.

W hile  he had a general appre­
ciation o f M a rx is t theory in  his 
student days, he continued, i t  was 
experience in  the struggle against 
im peria lism  w h ich  had made th is  
theory the cote of his po litica l 
outlook. “ The more conflicts we 
have w ith  im peria lism , ”  he said, 
“ the better we get to know  th is  
im peria lis t po licy a ll over the 
w o rld  —  in  South V ie t Nam, in  
the Congo, in  A lgeria , in  Korea, in  
every pa rt o f the w orld . The more 
we penetrate and the more we 
become aware o f the bloody g rip  
o f im peria lism , o f the miserable 
explo itation, o f the abuse i t  com­
m its in  the w orld , o f the crimes 
i t  commits against hum anity, the 
more we become M arxists in  our 
feelings, in  our emotions, and the 
more we see and discover a ll the 
tru ths to be found in  the doctrine 
of M arxism . The more we have to  
face the re a lity  o f a revo lu tion  or 
the class struggle, and see w hat 
the re a lity  of the class struggle is 
in  the theater of revolution, the 
deeper becomes our conviction o f 
a ll the tru ths  w ritte n  by M a rx  and 
Engels and the in terpreta tions jo t 
true genius w h ich  Len in  made of 
scientific  socialism. ”

Castro then w ent on to discuss 
his attitude tow ard the Popular 
Socialist Party, stating tha t he 
had held prejudices against i t  and 
tha t th is  was the resu lt o f the 
propaganda o f im peria lism  and 
reaction against it. “ W hat d id  I  
th in k  o f the Communists: — th a t 
they were crooked politicians? No, 
never. Whenever we got to  know  
Communists, in  the un ive rs ity  and 
everywhere else, we found them  
to  be honorable and honest peo­
ple, a ll o f those things. . .  D M  I  
have the idea tha t they were sec­
tarian? Yes. A nd w hy  these ideas 
about the Communists? S im ply, 
I  am absolutely convinced tha t the 
ideas I  had about the Communists 
—  about the Communist Party , 
no t about M arx ism  were, as the 
ideas o f many people, a product of 
propaganda and prejudices incu l­
cated in  us from  childhood on. . .  ”  

He then touched b r ie fly  on the 
conflic ting  policies o f the J u ly  26 
Movement and the PSP du ring  the 
struggle against Batista, stating: 
“ A t  certa in points, at certain mo-  
ments in  the beginning of the rev­
o lu tionary process we had some 
fric tions, possibly o rig ina ting  in  
some misconceptions, in  some 
things w hich we saw d iffe re n tly ; 
b u t fundam enta lly because we d id  
not have ta lks together. ”

“ The Revolution, ”  he continued, 
“ can today count on a ll the cadres 
o f a ll the revo lu tionary  organiza­
tions. One h igh ly  im portan t con­
tr ib u tio n  o f the Socialist P a rty  
[PSP] has been its  cadres o f old 
m ilitan ts  educated in  socialism 
The contribu tion  of the D irector­
ate is the young cadres. The con­
tr ib u tio n  of the J u ly  26 Move­
m ent above a ll —  not being able 
to contribute p o lit ica lly  educated 
cadres w ith  many years o f educa­
tion  —  bu t the contribu tion  o f 
m any young people, enthusiastic, 
professional revolutionists, and the 
contribu tion  o f a ll the experience 
acquired in  the struggle fo r  the 
conquest of power. ”
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A New Lie Against Castro
F rom  the outset, the government in  W ashington and the 

d a ily  press have been ly in g  to the Am erican people about the 
Cuban revo lu tion. The capacity o f the government to resort to 
deliberate ly in g  was d ram a tica lly  exposed w ith  the notorious U -2 
incident. A nd  i t  was equally  exposed when A d la i Stevenson in. 
the U N  last A p r il  declared th a t the U . S. was in  no w ay invo lved  
in  the coun te r-revo lu tionary  invasion o f Cuba. I t  was a m atte r 
o f days before the whole w o rld  knew  tha t the invaders had been 
financed, tra ined  and armed by the C entral In te lligence Agency.

The cu rren t b ig  lie  being circu lated  in  th is  country is about 
F ide l Castro’s speech declaring his adherence to M a rx is t-L en in is t 
doctrine, the key sections of w h ich  we translate in  th is  issue.

The im m ediate basis fo r  the campaign of fa ls ifica tion  was 
provided by U nited Press In te rna tiona l, w hich ba ld ly  asserted in  
a Dec. 2 M iam i dispatch:

“ F ide l Castro said today he had rea lly  been a dedicated Com­
m unist since his college days bu t he concealed his views so th a t 
i t  w ou ld  be easier to  seize power. ”

H iis  was such a ra w  fa ls ifica tion  th a t New Y o rk  Post ed ito r 
James Wechsler, no Castro sym pathizer, devoted his en tire  Dec. 
14 colum n to exposing it .  “ The hard  fact, ”  he concluded, “ is tha t 
much o f the coun try  has been duped by a m isleading report. . .  ”  

This he th a t Castro adm itted being a Com m unist fo r many 
years was fu rth e r parlayed by Secretary of State Dean Rusk at a 
Dec. 8 press conference. According to the transcrip t o f the con­
ference, a reporte r asked Rusk th is  question:

“ M r. Secretary, M r. Castro recently  announced th a t he is, a fte r 
a ll, a m ember o f the Com m unist Party . Could you give us your 
reaction to th a t. . . ?  ”

Rusk rep lied: “ As to the content o f his statement and others 
th a t have been made in  the last tw o or three days by other 
leaders down there, ce rta in ly  th is  saves us the considerable task 
o f p rov ing  to  other people in  conclusive terms w ha t we have know n 
fo r some tim e, because th ey  now have said i t  themselves. ”

W ith  Castro’s speech availab le these lies are refuted. N or can 
the government and press w rigg le  out of i t  w ith  the assertion 
tha t Castro’s declaration th a t he is now convinced o f the v a lid ity  
o f M a rx is t-L e n in is t doctrine is equal to admission o f m em ber­
ship in  the Com m unist Party . E very p o litic a lly  in form ed person 
knows th a t m any d iffe re n t and even con flic ting  rad ica l p o litica l 
tendencies declare th e ir  adherence to M arx ism -Len in ism . The 
Russian, Chinese, Polish, A lban ian  and Yugoslavian GP’s, fo r 
example, a ll declare themselves adherents o f M a rx ism -Le n in ­
ism. So does the in te rna tiona l T ro tsky is t movement.

Castro’s speech w arran ts Careful study as a m a jo r new dec­
lara tion  th a t w i l l  p ro found ly  shape Cuban developments. The 
speech also stands as a re fu ta tion  o f one m ore a ttem pt by the 
pow ers-tha t-be  in  th is  country to dupe the people in to  support­
ing th e ir  reactionary anti-Cuban policy.

Behind the Katanga Crisis
When i t  came to underm in ing  and fa c ilita tin g  the assassina­

tio n  o f P rem ier Lum um ba, who represented the m ovement fo r  a 
un ited  Congo, the U N  in te rven tion  was quite  effective. This was 
because u n ifica tion  raised the specter o f nationa liza tion  o f the 
huge p lunder amassed by the Belgian, French, B ritish  —  and more 
recently  U . S. —• im peria lis ts  there. H am m arskjö ld  and the gov­
ernm ental representatives of the m ajor cap ita lis t powers agreed 
th a t Lum um ba represented a th rea t and had to go —  and he w ent 
in to  the hands of Tshombe’s k ille rs .

Then H am m arskjö ld  tr ied  to salvage something o f his and 
the U N ’s tarnished reputa tion in  the eyes of the A fro -A s ian  
nations by demanding the departure o f the w h ite  mercenaries who 
comprise the backbone o f the Katanga forces. A t  th a t po in t UN  
effectiveness broke down.

C o ld -w ar strategist Kennedy, espousing a “ broad v iew , ”  
gave some m ate ria l backing to  the a ttem pt o f U  Thant, H am - 
m arsk jo ld ’s successor, to  ca rry  out the U N ’s Katanga resolution. 
The B rit is h  and French im peria lis ts  balked pub lic ly . Moreover, a 
b itte r  cry  o f protest w en t up from  a pow erfu l force in  the U . S. 
itse lf. R etired adm ira ls and generals, fo llow ers o f the la te  Senator 
M cCarthy, and the new u ltra  r ig h t form ed a “ Committee to A id  
the Katanga Freedom F igh ters”  —  i. e., freedom fo r the m in ing  
corporation there to continue exp lo iting  the ores and the A fricans.

Since the beginning o f the Congo crisis, B r it is h  (no t U . S. ) 
newspapers have carried items about the Rockefellers buy ing  in to  
the Katanga m in ing  setup. That the, W a ll Street Journa l and a 
good section o f the cap ita lis t press generally have taken an a n ti-  
UN, pro-K atanga stand w ou ld  ind icate the penetra tion of U . S. 
capita l there has gone fu rth e r than was realized.

Th is in te rna tiona l and domestic pressure on the Kennedy 
adm in istra tion  produced qu ick results. The U . S. im m ediate ly  
brought great pressure on the U N  fo r  negotiations between Wash­
ington-approved P rem ier Adoula  in  Leopo ldv ille  and Katanga 
“ President”  Tshombe. This is the f irs t step in  a U . S. -imposed 
compromise w hich  w i l l  leave Katanga in  the hands of Tshombe 
and h is corporation masters, w h ile  tha t area’s secession w i l l  be 
hidden in  a weak, ine ffectua l “ federation”  fo rm  o f government fo r 
the Congo as a whole.
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Some Hard Facts About the Union Letters from Our Readers
The D e c l i n e  o f  t h e  L a b o r  M o v e ­

m e n t . B y Solomon B ark in , 75 
pp. Issued by Center fo r  the 
Study of Democratic In s titu ­
tions, Box 4068, Santa Barbara, 
C aliforn ia.

Am erican unions face the prob­
lems of nuclear war , economic in ­
security, rac ia l d iscrim ination, 
W itch-hunt attacks and other v ita l 
issues w hich ca ll fo r effective 
leadership. Yet the A FL-C IO  o f­
fic ia ls , gathered th is month in  con­
vention at a swank F lorida  hotel, 
fa iled to  step fo rw ard  w ith  a de­
cisive union program  to defend 
and advance the interests of the 
workers and th e ir allies.

W hat the ir misleadership costs 
the w orkers is reflected in  Solo- 
moh B a rk in ’s pamphlet, The De­
cline  o f the Labor Movement. A  
research d irector of the Textile  
W orkers U nion since 1937, he has 
access to a good deal of in fo rm a­
tion  about the union movement 
and he deserves cred it fo r his at­
tem pt to present objectively some 
unpleasant facts.

Unionism, B a rk in  finds, has not 
preached a broad enough philos­
ophy o f h uman rights to create a 
crusading movement. The color is­
sue has complicated the use of 
th is  approach. U nion leaders have 
a t times lined up w ith  conserva­
tives on the issues of c iv il rights 
and liberties.

Labor’s enemies have pu t the 
unions on the defensive. T he ir a t­
tacks have increasingly taken on 
the character of pre-W agner A ct 
times. Po litic ians have found i t  
possible to b u ild  careers on ex­
posures o f union corruption.

U nion strength has declined 
re la tive ly  in  p roportion to the 
to ta l w o rk  force and absolutely 
in  terms o f to ta l membership. 
Among the causes are shrinkage 
o f employment in  organized in ­
dustries, p lants m oving to the 
South and to smaller towns where 
unionism  is weak, also losses suf­
fered in  the 1960-61 recession.

Just as the C IO ’s “ Operation 
D ix ie ”  achieved lit tle , merger of 
the A F L -C IO  d id  not b ring  the 
expected new grow th. Industries, 
areas and occupations tha t the 
unions did no t reach during  the 
expansive period o f the Th irties 
and early Forties rem ain re la­
tiv e ly  untouched. In  th is connec­
tion  B ark in  deals at some length 
w ith  union weaknesses in  organiz­
ing  women, Negroes, Puerto 
Ricans, Mexicans, non-m anual 
workers, low-wage service em­
ployees, government workers, pro­
fessional and technical employees.

Loya lty  o f the members o f the 
unions is w e ll ingrained, he finds,

U nited  Steelworkers president D avid J. McDonald ( I ) has 
been m aking eyes at the steel barons ever since he took over the 
union. Here he’s w inking  happily at C liffo rd  Hook, then head of 
the U . S. Steel Corp., during 1956 contract negotiations. M cDonald’s 
substitution of sweet ta lk  for a fighting policy has served only to 
encourage the steel magnates to step up the ir attack on union 
conditions.

as shown by the 1946 strike wave 
and the general resistance to the 
1959 corporation attack on the 
steel workers. Yet the offic ia ls 
can’t  arouse spontaneous organiza­
tion campaigns among the w o rk ­
ers who acted as the princ ipa l 
recru iters in  the 1930’s and early 
1940’s. The task fa lls  m ain ly  on 
fu ll- t im e  union staffs consisting 
generally of d iffe ren t types of  
people from  those of the 1930’s.

In  tha t era organizers were 
available who were experienced in 
the arts of leadership. Many had 
been tra ined in  the mass unem­
ployed organizations and in  radical 
groups. Few present day organ­
izers have the endurance and un­
flagging enthusiasm fo r intensive 
long-term  campaigns. Some are 
unprepared to deal w ith  the 
younger generation of workers.

O ffic ia ls tend to pu t emphasis 
less on organization than on ad­
m in is tra tion  of the existing union 
structure. S ta ff organizers devote 
much tim e to bu ild ing  A FL-C IO  
un its  to compete w ith  the expelled 
bakers, laundry workers, team­
sters. Jurisd ictiona l fights intrude. 
Creative organizational w ork  suf­
fers.

Having set down these s trik ing  
facts in  his survey of the union 
situation, B ark in  w inds up advo­
cating the same old po licy of sub­
ordination to the boss class tha t 
has been hu rting  the w orkers’ 
movement. He sets as labor’s goal 
to  make priva te  enterprise func­
tion more equitably and humanely. 
Unions should provide the crucial 
balance to the economic power of 
priva te  enterprise. The govern­
ment o f the bosses should help the 
unions organize and grow stronger.

He fa ils to present any class 
analysis of effective union policy, 
any concept of breaking the grip 
of the bureaucrats and establish­
ing union democracy to shape 
m eaningful policies and carry 
them out, any idea of the workers 
organizing po lit ica lly  as a class to 
take the government in to  the ir 
own hands to uphold the interests 
of the to iling  masses.

V ita l though they are, these 
weaknesses on po licy questions do 
not s tr ip  B a rk in ’s pamphlet o f a ll 
value. I t  is w e ll w orth  reading be­
cause of the facts presented about 
some im portan t aspects of the un­
ion situation today.

F a rre ll Dobbs

I t  W as Reported in the  Press
B irehites Missed Point? —  The 

John B irch  Society may be in ­
terested in  th is  b it  o f in fo rm ation  
in  re la tion  to its statement that 
ex-President Eisenhower is a 
member o f the Communist Party. 
In  a Dec. 11 speech, Ju lia  B row n 
o f Los Angeles, w ho spent nine 
years as an F B I “ counterspy”  
w ith in g  the Communist Party, said 
th a t pa rty  discip line was very 
strict. She said one member was 
threatened w ith  expulsion because 
he “ played too much go lf. ”

W onder W hy? —  James Wech- 
sler, editor o f the New Y ork  Post, 
devoted his Dec. 18 column to a 
m em oria l tr ibu te  to Hey wood 
Broun, the distinguished colum n­
is t who died on tha t date 22 years 
ago. The tr ibu te  recalled B roun’s 
passionate concern fo r  freedom 
and justice —  his defense of Sacco 
and Vanzetti, etc. But, curiously, 
E d ito r Wechsler made no mention 
o f w hat the late colum nist r ig h tly  
considered the m ajor accomplis- 
m ent o f his career. B roun was the 
p rinc ipa l organizer and founding 
president of the Am erican News­
paper G uild.

W hile  They Last —  From  our 
favorite  shop, T iffa n y ’s:  “ 12
goblets, 12 champagne, 12 claret 
and 12 sherry glasses. $2, 750. ”

Appraisal —  The New York  
Times reported from  Carlsbad, 
N. M., Dec. 10: “ The A tom ic Ener­
gy Commission shook the New 
Mexico desert today w ith  a sur­
p ris ing ly  vo la tile  atoms-for-peace 
explosion. . .  The blast burst 
through a cavern shaft, ign ited a 
chemical charge prem aturely and 
jo lted  observers five  miles away.... 
the explosion released a stream of 
rad ia tion and kicked up a ro llin g  
cloud of dust from  the desert 
floor. This cloud was qu ick ly  car­
ried a lo ft by w inds of more than 
15 miles an hour. ”  The Times re ­
ported the next day tha t the AEC 
termed the test blast “ a qualified 
success. ”

Special Message — Because we 
on ly  publish weekly we may be 
late in  reaching some o f our 
readers w ith  this, bu t on Dec. 14 
the American Medical Association 
urged m ankind to “ stop w orry ing  
about rad ia tion  fa llo u t and con­
centrate on getting ready fo r 
Christmas. ”

B e tw ix t and Between —  James 
Edwards, Jackson, Miss., Negro 
businessman who was a delegate 
to the 1956 Republican national 
convention, was shown the door 
when he tr ied  to attend a recent 
d inner in  Jackson where the Re­
publican national chairman was 
speaking. “ I  don’t  know  whether 
I ’l l  vote Republican any more or 
not, ”  Edwards to ld  newsmen after 
his hum ilia tion . Then he added: “ I  
couldn’t  get in  a Mississippi Demo­
cratic dinner either. ”

He Can Say T h a t Again —  H ar­
rison F. Dunning, executive vice 
president of the Scott Paper Com­
pany, says he personally is op­
posed to reducing contents by a 
change in  package size tha t is not 
read ily  apparent to the consumer. 
But, he adds, “ This is a competi­
tive  society. ”

M issing a Few  Buttons? —  We
don’t  know  how  long the o ffe r 
w i l l  hold, bu t Sulka’s of New 
Y o rk  had a Y u le  special o f a set 
o f seven solid gold buttons fo r 
sports jackets. O n ly $330 and the 
shop w il l  sew them  on fo r  free.

Cuba and the OAS
Cleveland, Ohio

The State Dept has been press­
ing the OAS to get the L a tin  
Am erican countries to break re la ­
tions w ith  Cuba. One w ould be 
shocked and amazed to know  a ll 
the a rm -tw is ting  and back-patting 
going on behind closed doors in  
the past month.

The representative from  U ru ­
guay went to the OAS meeting 
Dec. 4 w ith  instructions from  his 
government to vote "no”  on the 
anti-Cuba resolution. B ut when 
the chips were down he voted 
“ yes. ”  When he returned to U ru ­
guay he was relieved from  his 
post fo r disobeying government 
orders.

When Venezuela broke re la ­
tions w ith  Cuba in  late November 
the people o f tha t country poured 
in to  the streets and there were 
many rio ts and protests a ll over 
the nation. The police and arm y 
of Betancourt’s stooge government 
shot and beat many people. S till 
the protest went on fo r a week.

Yes, they are voting in  L a tin  
Am erica on the OAS sanctions- 
against Cuba, bu t ju s t who is do­
ing  the voting? C erta in ly  i t  is not 
the people.

O nly the puppet, vest-pocket 
governments o f La tin  America 
have broken relations w ith  Cuba. 
No doubt these have been bought 
o ff w ith  the Yankee dollar.

By far, the large m a jo rity  of 
the people o f L a tin  America stand 
so lid ly behind the Cuban revo lu­
tiona ry  government. The people of 
La tin  America have a fa r  d iffe ren t 
outlook toward the Cuban Revolu­
tion  than the citizens o f th is coun­
try . Could i t  be they are not b ra in ­
washed?

I  receive m a il from  a fr iend  in  
Holguin, Cuba every week or so 
and he te lls  me the people there 
are liv in g  fa r better than ever in  
the ir life tim es and are perfectly 
happy and satisfied. He to ld  me 
in  the last le tte r tha t F ide l Castro 
was in  H olguin recently -and the 
people nearly ran over each other 
ju s t to  get a glimpse of h im . He 
said tha t the ch ildren gathered 
around h im  like  ants around 
honey and they nearly worship 
him . He said F ide l tr ied  to ta lk  
and laugh w ith  as many of the 
children as possible. Yet I  read 
in  our papers tha t the government 
is shaving the children’s heads 
and pu tting  them in  communes.

When are the Am erican people 
going to wake up to  a ll the lies 
and deceit we are being fed every 
hour of every day o f the year?

C. G.

Season's Greetings
Chicago, I l l .

M erry  Xmas to a ll o f you and 
may 1962 see greater u n ity  of a ll 
progressive forces. You deserve 
much cred it fo r your efforts in 
th is direction.

N ellie  De Schaaf

Berlin and Katanga
Youngstown, Ohio

I  am enclosing $5, use $3 to re ­
new m y subscription. The other 
$2 is a contribution to be used 
any w ay you see f i t .  I  am con­
vinced The M ilita n t is the finest 
paper out. I  like  i t  much better 
in  its present form at, though I 
look fo rw ard  to the tim e when 
you can add two or more pages.

I  have noth ing bu t scorn fo r 
our present foreign policy. O ur 
B e rlin  po licy is u tte r ly  id io tic  and 
im peria listic. O ur president, John 
(W indbag) Kennedy is quite fan ­
tastic when he squawks about our 
so-called rights in  B erlin . I f  West 
Germany is such an independent 
state, as our statesmen claim, w hy

are the allies s til l protecting our 
so-called W orld W ar I I  righ ts  in  
Berlin? I t  is p la in  to see tha t West 
Germany is ju s t as much a satel­
lite  (o r puppet) state o f the U . S. 
capitalists as East Germany is of 
Russia. W hat a farce. The U. S. 
won’t  have diplom atic re lations 
w ith  East Germany because i t ’s a 
Soviet satellite. I t ’s certa in ly  ev i­
dent tha t West Germany is noth­
ing but a U . S. satellite.

As fo r the U nited Nations, i f  
anything, I have even more scorn 
fo r it. I t  is noth ing bu t a tool fo r 
U . S. and w orld  im perialism .

O ur action in  Katanga is proof 
of American im perialism . I  don’t 
support Tshombe, bu t our support 
of UN aggression in  Katanga is 
proof enough of the w o rld  cap i­
ta lists’ plans to gain contro l of 
Katanga’s na tura l resources, espe­
c ia lly  the mines tha t are located 
there —  the richest resources of 
the Congo.

R . A . L.

Defend the Communist Party
O xford, Pa.

I  took a tr ia l subscription to 
your paper to  see w hat you were 
d riv ing  at and had decided that 
I  had learned enough when this 
government moved to ca ll the 
Communist P a rty  an agent o f a 
foreign power, punish them  i f  they 
d idn ’t  register as such, o r p ro­
secute them fo r  pe rju ry  i f  they 
denied it.

Then I  read in  you r latest is­
sue:

“ Defense of the Communist 
P arty  is everybody’s business. ”

That is w orth  $3 by itse lf. So I 
enclose a check.

N ew  Reader

Student Backer
Carbondale, 111.

Enclosed fin d  $1 fo r The M il i­
tant. Sorry I  haven’t  replied be­
fore and also tha t I  can’t  send 
much more, bu t I ’m a student w ith  
very lim ite d  funds.

Keep up the battle!
J. P.

A Complaint
New York, N. Y.

As a fan of I t  Was Reported 
in  the Press, I  th in k  I  have a 
rig h t to complain.

In  the Dec. 18 issue you re ­
ported that T iffa n y ’s is o ffering 
earrings fo r $15, 400, federal tax 
included (ye t! ).

I ’m  not com plaining about in ­
clusion of the item . I ’m  sure i t  
helped solve shopping problems 
fo r a lo t o f poor, confused hus­
bands who ju s t don’t  know  w hat 
to get the l it t le  woman. B u t you 
should be more practica l in  
handling such items.

Every woman knows that the 
most frus tra ting  th ing  in  the w o rld  
is to lose one earring —  and i t  
always happens. You should have 
rem inded shoppers- that at such 
bargain prices, i t ’s foolish no t to 
buy tw o matching pairs so tha t 
there’s always a spare on hand.

M . S.

Bouquet for Our Printer
Chicago, 111.

Enclosed please fin d  $6. 50 
money order — $3 to renew my 
subscription fo r one year, $1. 50 
fo r a s ix-m onth  tr ia l subscription 
I  am placing as a g ift fo r  a fr iend  
and the $2 balance a Christmas 
g ift fo r The M ilita n t  to  strengthen 
its financia l position.

Most surprising is the technical 
qua lity  of the paper —  snow -white 
paper and p r in t outstandingly 
readable. You don’t  g ive us slop 
fo r our money. W ould i t  not be 
wise i f  other publishers were to 
decide to fo llow  your pattern?

S. T . R.

Thought for the Week
“ O ur ch ildren need education fo r peace, not w ar, preparation fo r  

life , not disaster. The ch ildren o f New Y ork  need adequate homes, 
not fa llo u t shelters; more open space, not underground catacombs; 
more schools, not shelters in  unsafe and obsolete schools. ” —From  an 
open le tte r to Gov. Rockefeller and civil-defense authorities d is tr ib ­
uted by the Women’s D irect A ction  pro ject of the C iv il Defense P ro­
test Committee during  a Dec. 7 demonstration.


